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§3mposed on tﬁem and report as foZZozus s
i

" The task is a reaponelble and difficuls oﬁ : On the
P  one hand i is the da,nfrev of failing to accompiish all that
‘ may be attainable ; on the other the risk of 1ctru-chnct im-

" provement by premature or 1mpract1cable effort. 1

. No visionary or speculative spirit moves us ; nor La.'ye :
§ the mtelhﬁent and conscientious advc ocates of the Total

fi Abstmence cause quu‘xendercd. themseh ¢s to the mere.

~impulses of feeling in the work they ‘have undertaken.

:."The history of .the Temperance. movément. in Nova
Scotia, and ‘the Journalb of this House alike altest thi is-

union was invoked for the suppression of Imemrcr—

went: of a r'uhcal nature. ‘

. They have calmly surveyed the evil that demands re- -
& dress ; deliberately and: cautxously examined the means
for checking and. eradicating it ; patiently and ‘materely

pressed onward in the work of ptactlcal improvement. _

truth. - Twenty years have passed since the power of .

© ance, ‘and mdwxduals for that. object first orgamzeu ‘
themselves into- socxetleb. In that time ths ause haa'
been urged upon the, public with ‘what powers of resson
and persuasion. the societies could command; and some
improvements in the law have been- sought from the - -
legislature ;- now, at the end of so lovm‘ a time have the
organized advocates of - Temperanca for the first time
united to ask for the mberpos:txon of a leﬂmatwe enact- "

L

The OOmmzttee on Tl e)rperance ﬁave fﬂf"zled ‘he duty =




ety

¢ . . . .

- 2 s \
. Equally in, the Legislature Jias "'p’z:ei:ipi-téncy ‘been

-avoided. ™. It js four years since efforts by notice, resoly-
tion, or bill, have annually been made in this house_ for

the separation of the retail liquor trade from the sales of -
‘groceries and othmrtid?s’,irnﬂ the abolition of the law
under which, in the city, grocery stores are permitted to. .
" be dram shop—.for i-endering more effective the lega]

of Lecturers. The ‘small measure of success that attend- -

ed these applications was- submitted to'; x:l respectful
- forbearance 5-and to avoid oceasion of personal or party -
- offence, in few instances were the nates on the divisions

- ation of the committee by your Hagodrable House. Asg ,
far as we have any k;:‘lc_)wledge,.':iiia our information on -
the point is not inconsiderable, these petitioners are per-

. 3008 of mature age and competent- capacity, and com- ’
. prise individuals of the highest resﬁéctability and intelli- - -
gence in almost every section of the Province, . Among
them are a large number of females who address ‘you SUIE
. #iore of -eloquence and feeling well Jjustified by the »
- oceasiai, and the relation they bear to the 'subject;;Eaz;;,eﬁ
_unhappily, it is one which, if it furnish anextensivefield - -
for-the. deliberations of the moralist and social econo~
‘mist, is one “also {hat touches the affections at. their -

‘-innibs't"springs; and as’noﬁfé feel'.thgjfﬂesolzitions ofIntem-
 perance as they are felt by Woman, so-can no advocate for
redress be more apptopri:ité_'th%n she. . ...
. The petitioners ask you to prohibit by law the impor- -
tation, ‘manufacture and sale of intoxicating Liquors, - .
. eg'ceptdfovr‘ medical, scientific and mechanical purposes. :
A p'e'tx'ti‘or“l from' citizens of Halifax to- this Honse
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Iso been referred to the Committee. It bears eighty-

individual intelligence and- probity extend, are

these opinions is lessened by the consideration of the bias
~mseparable from personal interest which many of the

&

¢ dices’ unavmdably engendered by long familiarity with a

. of ages had given it an universal prevalence.

~and nothing is offer: ed to elucidate the. -argument beyond

- the expression of opmnion. We' dissent from the assertion.

\lmled to rupechful consideration: The authoutz of .
l

+ - This petition is chxeﬂy composed of strong  assertions
" of the impracticability of enforcing a prohibitory law ;. °
thesé considerations are involved in the general question; -

raying that no change may be made in the law has

even signatures, comprising mercantile houses and.
thers - of ‘the highest reapect‘xbilitv, whose"opinion’s, as’

petitioners - have in the subject; aml ‘the natugal pre‘;u—_,_ .

traffic, assailed on moral priuciples, after. the: sanctmn o

that the withholding of hcenee has tended rather to

vmcreaqe than' diminish - the evil. complamed of. - The
“contrary webelieve to be the fact 3 althoutrh it is doubt-
less true ‘that in some villages and . peculiar locaht.les

;lleo'al retail traffic has prevailed—occasioned in a great

‘measure, we belicve, by the imperfection of the law o1
of its administration. - :

—""ﬂfé’—‘-‘_‘w’%'

L ibition. .
2. The lerfxtlmacy of such a measure.
- 8. 1ts practicability:

performance of the duty thus xmpo;ed we prebent the
following opinions and Teasons :

I

The questions that arise_on.: t.hese several petmons,,'

1. The cccasion for 50 °t10nf" ameasurc as’ leval pro-'

To these questions this- House ; in effect. demanded
. our  reply when it referred to us these petitions'; and in



Fzrst --We assume as -an uncontroverted fact thai
many and great are the evils that result to: this Province;

" from the mtempera e use, asa beverage, of i mtomcatmrr
hquor= o : AR »
We stay not to c'tlcu]ate the amount of money ‘and

. time jmmcm 2 exnendcd in this indulgence = we rather :

- would press nj:0n youx notice evils, which if more - con-

. sequen! ial i in tLeu nature, are mﬁmtely more m_;unous— "

- in their effects. -
7 Builsto the boaly pohtw by tﬁe pervers:on of men cal-
“culated by - their mdustr-y and talents to ‘advance the -

R vstrenrtth wealth, and general pro;pemty of their country

. — into" mcumbrances, a.nd mslruments of want’ and g
' mxsclneﬁ - ‘ S
. Bwvils in the social relatwns from: the desolahon of
B homes, but for this cause the scenes of comf'ort-—the des-
¢ titution, poverty and deuradatmn of ‘those” whose main-
- tenance and education would otherwxse have heen well ]
" eared for;—the angmsh and shame of s very. many’ hearts, L
. that else might have been ﬁlled with j Joy and satisfaction.
- Byilsto humamty by bruta.hzmg % ratlonal bemor and
degradmf! an immortal spirit. - S L
.. Secondly—~We assume that the use ‘of mtoxmatmg ;
E hquors as a beverageisa superﬂuous mduloence, neither
required for the healthfil existence ‘or the: happmess of 7.
- man. We mwht ‘go farther, and a.sselt that the use of
; 1utox1catmor drmks is in 1t5elf JnJurxous to the human:
system ‘but we- dealre to advance on undisputed premi- -
~'ses, and we presume notone will hazard - the assertion
_ that man’s physical existence, or his' happmess as an in- .
tellectual or moral being, are in any” deo'ree deoendent
-on the use of stimulating liquor.

Thirdly.—We believe that' benevolence, patuotxsm,
~_‘smd rehglon umte to demand the =acnﬁce of a super- :
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ﬁuous mdulorence-1f by that Dacnﬁce a JUbt proapecu

momentous as those of mtemperance.‘ o
" Fourthly—We’ preaume that if the men ra:sed to luf*u

education, refinement; and “e'llth-stlll more, if. themen .

~and if - they “who profess those truths and. acknowledwe
those obligations—were ‘univer sally to abandon volunta-
rily the “indulgence of intoxicating drinks—the business -
" of "the importer and retailer would beso cartailed, and
the influences that - would -encircle the inebriates’ would
‘be so-extended and potential, that comparauvely Tittle
" aid would be required from legislative enactments, and
what was required would be accorded without hecxtatmq :
and would be effective.
- Fiftkly. —Believing- that’ aometles and «overnments
chould exist for the: o‘enu‘al good;: -and that a supreme
authority in the state is created for the puroose of pro-
hibiting what is generally injurious, altbough at the ex-
pense-of indiv idual interest ; and believing that the sale of:

an extepded and scrious pature, without returning to
_ society compensating benefits, we see nothing in the
right to sell or to drink intoxicating hquors that, should -
form an exception to the general rule. '
Lastly.—~We know of no class of persons - enmled to
complain of the prohibition, if the propositions we. have
affirmed are correct. Not they who upon the principles
of religion and the obligations of benev olence and patriot-

. ism, are requir -ed voluntarily to abandon : alike the tratfic: -
and the use—still less they’ who are: the” victims, for
whose deliverancs this remedy is applied=—and, least of

all they who make 2 cruel proﬁt by a traffic that offers
A : ‘

esist of checkmfr and-era dlcatmo' enla so extensne and

stations—thie men on whom pr rovidence ‘has conferred -

separated 10. teach the trutha and obhgatxon; of religions

jntoxicating drinks inflicts evilson the common wealth oi‘ o



o

6 . o
many are ready cagerly to accept. . PR
- We, your Committee, therefore, unanimously - and_ -
unhesitatingly Teport to your Honourable ‘House our >
_opinion, that the_evils of intemperance are of a nature:to
- Justify for their repression the highest exercise of . legis- -
. lative power—that it falls within the legitimate and just
" Tunctions and authority of the legislature of this Pro-
vinee, to prohibit the importation, manufacture and sale,
of intoxicating liquors for use as 2 beverage—and that -
it consequently becomes its bounden duty to-do 'so; it -
legislative cnactments can be made efficacious for the -
object. T B SR , :
The most difficult question here arises: " .
Can Yegislative’ enactments for the prokibition be car-.

Y binéng»:the hwtetﬁals"f'oi'»_the‘i\r,sé:lf'-déstrué‘t‘ioviu which too

.

ried into effective operation? PR e
A wide range is opened by this inquiry.. The moral
_ influence of law and the'coetéivé restraints of constituted
authority on-the one side, a"‘ud ‘lhe'op[')ovs'ing power of -
- pecuniary interest, animal appetite, "and the fashions of
Society on the other, are to be estimated i their'comp:’n-_'
ative strength and antagonisim, How far  the former
would be weakened and the latter aided; by the indispo
sition of men to surrender’ by compulsion for g genera]
good,_r"ights and habits long eﬁj'oye‘d and sanctioned; we
* admit forms, no_ unimportant elemem in the ‘argument .
nor. would any inquiry be brought to a 'sound and prac-
tical cdnclu‘sion, which hag not“e‘mbraced a considqmtion
. -of ‘the insular formation whichi “gives to ‘this Pro'vince
© a'great extent of coast, increasing the expense, and the
- obstacles in‘cou_(:ending‘ against contraband trade.. . _
Against these ‘considerations, the following reasons
may be opposed : . N ,
First—While the danger and the mishiefs of smug-




; frhnfr are uroed and adxmtted it mx.st not be f’or(rotten ‘
* that theillicit traffic is now carried on ; and that a totally
prohibitory law would be less liable to evasion than a
. system only partially prolubnory ‘The evidence would
" be simple, for the oﬁ’cndmfr artwle in most cases would
© testify to its\own conviction, and; the condemnation be
i easy and certain. Obstacles that now obstruct convietion
~ would disappear ; re]uctant ‘witnésses would? no longer .
require to be discovered and forced forward—nor  justice -
be defeated by thur evanxons, orbyarefined techmca.htxes
en. tfxals. S : :
Secondly,—The Taw would be umvera'ﬂ, and Would
emanate from the highest source, and that a Representa-
- tive Leﬂialature. Now, neighbouring counties are go-
.verned on contradictry. prmmple enforced by authori-
ties of feebler influence, and over . whxch the masses of
: the people have little control.-
- Thirdly,—The injurious effects on. the popular mind
- of the license system would be removed—a legal sanction
to sell, granted to i, few for a pecuniary consideration, -
" must place the trade in .a false aspect, and entrench it -
against assaults aimed at its moral character and effects. -
So strongly is this sentiment entertained by somé of
the committee, as to induce the belief that the experx.
ment can never fairly be tested, of “moral suasion ”
_ against the drinking . habits, ‘while the license system.
continues ; and that if mora,l power and not’legal coer.
cion, must be the instrument of conﬁlct there must be
‘a free field on which the seller of intoxicating drinks
_shall stand alike unpnv]lerred and unrestricted, as the.
seller of flour, of opium, or ‘of arsenic.
"Fourthly,—~There seems no alternatlve but in coer-
cive action. Looking at the progress of the cause for
' twenty years, while we rejoice that large portions of the




© yeomanry, traders, and mechamcs of lhe pronnce hav 3

cast from’ them the pollutions of mtcmpcrance, it is yet

obvious that influences exist too - powerful for the ele-

ments of reform that have yet been brought. to bear: . In

; suppoxt of this view, we ‘may adduce the state of: society

in the metropolis—the extent of the liquor traffic in all -

its departments —the numerous and influential names on -
the petition referred to, and which in effeet declares that

the present liquor law is m(apable of improv ement.

- We may-also refer to ‘the statistics of the revenue tor‘

. fur ther illustration. 'These show that last year there was

" an inerease of 3 3,341 gallons in the amount of Brandy,

- (in, Whiskey and Wine ‘entered for' duty, . OVer the

preceding year—and of 8,893 wallom in that year over

the one preccdm« it, making an mu'cawc of ]2,‘234 gal-.

Jlons in two,years. = o Lt

It is true “the quantity of qu'n c.ltcred was o3¢b
‘ gallons less last year than the year before, and 11,546

gallons less in that year tlmn in the one that preceded it

‘—making 16, 924 gallons in two years]
“in that period is, therefore, but. 4,6

“The decrease

"clasges are promesswely mcreasmn i

may furnish but an erroneous erit
in the assertjons: conﬁdently madef that smuggling in this
yarticle‘—-bo the provmclally di ulled and the unported
—is carz‘xgd ontoalarge extenth: “And lastly, in the city
of Halifax, the licenses granted last year are but thirteen
. less than those in the previo

classes of the people, to a Jarge extent, have done their
duty to free their country from an eul that retards its

5 'moral socxal and in strxal px'or'rﬂs thenr strength‘

0 ‘gallons in the
whole; while it appears that the ar m.le /used by the richer

‘no inconsiderable ~
~4-degree ; and the decreaae in the qua tity of Rum entered - -
ion, if there be truth .

i

year, The questionthen.. -
ceems nérrowed to this poinif,—The middle and lower -



qhould be m-tde

- i’if;ﬁ‘f"»;tt

3 100 decply at heart, to court defeat by pre01p1tancy

. knowledge of its nature and consequences, and with a
- determination which reverses shall not damp, or tempo—
N Tary successes seduce. .

: hme

I

proves unequal to the full 1ccomplxshme'1t o{‘ the ta= k.
-~ Shall the work, therefore, be.stayed; or shall the lee ,
1ature interpose, and make at Jeast ‘the etpenment of its
poweur to reahze 4 co1<umm txon 50 dcvout]y to be o
desu'edp . ' : e

. Your. commxttee unammously bel ve-;the experim’ent».f

What remams, then, to consxder, 1s a queanon ‘of

“"We have the success of‘ the measure we' commend -

-0 The measure of legal prohibition; to be successﬁﬂ,
must be sustained by the hearty co-operation of the bulk .
of the people, and must be vigilantly and faithfully car- .
ried into execution.- It has not yet been discussed in the

ﬂ"legfslatute, ‘It has not been-adequately considered and - '

“apprehended by the people. It raust be weighed in all

- its bearing and relations—the cost in‘all its forms, ‘and
“they are many, must be understood and counted—that

when the effortis made, it may be made with a thorough -

-

Another motive for de]ay of great weight is, tha.t ﬂle L
experiment is being tried on theatres better prepared than -
ours. The State of Maine has made a mighty and noble
cffort ; and \hs;achusetts and. other. States of. the Union.-
are discussing; modifying, and adopting the Xamp’iey,- R
according to their various. clrcurnstances ‘and opinions.
Nova Suotla, by delay, may 6btam mvaluable lessons of .

-knowledge and e}\nenence, ‘without, the cost that i some-

times paid for experience.. - Should the prmclple of pro-
hibition be wnneraﬂy adopted by -our people, petmons .
signed by four-fold the nxlmbqra n.ow before the' Houce.,
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wul attest the fact. We wish'it were poss’b eto Obfam"

‘the opinion of not many, only, but of: ever,
mhabxtant throunrh the ballot box. "
. With these wews we do not recom'nend the introdue-
. txon, at the y present. Seasmn, of a bill based 6n ‘the Maine

mtellwerxf-

: . Law. ‘But we recommend that the g dbatract principle be '
o discussed and tested in the Houae on Re olutlon

" Your Comlmttee h'we consider. ed the _etltlons refer-
cred to them praymw a'grant of money t enga,,e a Lec- -

" turer on: Temperance to visit different arts of the Pro- ,

“¥ince. ‘We consnder the. mstructmn of the people ona -
"pomt s0 essentla.l to their well -being and the public pros-__ '

" perity, as ‘a most appropnate subJect f01 encéuragement

from the public funds, anJ recommend a grant of. £300 E

X for the object.

‘So long as the hquor trade shall be contmued and the .
'hcense system be persevered i in, your. Commlttee Tecom-
v 'mend those chanores in thelaw that for some years have - -
-~ been frmtle.squ attermpted. We especially deprecate as - .

i jurious, the granting of Hicenses’ under which' intoxi-

“eating liquors may be drank in the shops Where they =

- are sold—and we recommend the entire - separatlon of -
 the retail of liquors from the sale of' groceries and othex"‘_«
* articles. .
... We think it Just'and reasonable that the Ven&ers by L
jf‘retaxl of mtoxwatmg lzquors, should be: legally answer: -
- “able for. mischievous consequences of the’ intoxication
'they Liave been instrumenta] 1n creating,.
- And that the Property of confirmed inebriates slxould
Be Placed under trust for the benefit of themselves, their
families and creditors. o
+That, persons should be appomted m each County oﬂ’i-_ o

cially. authorized to prosecute the violators- of  {he . Iaws o

»""reldtmcr to mtomcatm" llquor~
And that mtoxxcatmfr hquors forfeited should be des. - -
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¥ troyed and a compensatwn of three pence a gallon p:ud
the seizing officers.
g Your CQmmxttee in conclusion ask. permlssmn to call
‘the notice of your Honourable House to the report of a
- Committee of. thirty-seven members appointed’ by the "
‘House of Commons in 1834, comprising leading mem-
bers'of - Parliament, among whom were the late Lord -
- Athrop, Sir Robert Peel, Mr. Buckinghiam, (themover,) .-
Mr. Alexander Baring, Sll‘ Andrew. Aonew, Mr: Plum-- .
¢ tree, and other well Lnown publxc ‘men, to. consider the -
- prevalent evil of drunkenness'in the United Kingdom;
and many in this House and in the Province will “pro- 3
-~ bably be surpnsed to find‘as your Committee were, that -~ .~
¢ most of the objects aimed at by the advocates of tem-:. -
{ perance in this Province, either .in- their pnnclple or.
+ details including the education of the - people ‘on this
! " subject, the separatmn of the sale ‘of groceries from that
.of liquors, and extending even. to the radica] reform of -
“entire prohlbxtlon, had met the approbatxon of a ‘Com-- "
mittee on which were such distinguished ‘statesmen. '~ "
" Although the. advocates of total abstinence" in Nova
Scotia who ‘have ‘been engaged in . the ‘support . and
advancement of this cause ‘have been content with'their
. own conviction that it rested on the certain foundation of
- religion, reason and benevolence, it is satisfactory. to find
that objeets and prmclples which in Nova Scotia have .
_ been by some deemed visionary and fanatical, had by so
- high authority been considered subjects of “the highest -
: moment, calling for present and prospective legislation,

* The following are extracts from that report i—

# That the right to exercise legislative interference for
-ihe corréction of any evil which “affects the public weal
eannot be questioned without dissolving society into its'
primitive elements and going back from the combined.
- and co-operative . state of civilization with all its whole- ~
. some and lawfully imposed restraints to the isvlated and
" lawles:. condition of savage. and sohtary nature..-

L Sectzon 7 .-—-IMMEDIATE RE’\‘[EDIES, LEGISLATIYE
' AND -MoORAL. " :

«The refusal of retail spirit licenses to all but f.hose--'
who would engage to confine themselves exclusxvely te
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' gethg in that and co‘lsequently the enure =epmat10n
of the retail s'xle of spirits from groceries, provisions,

_ wine or béer, excepting only in the fourth class of houscs
as'inns or hotels for travellers and inmates of lodgers. -
“The encouragement of temperarce societics in every
town and village of the kingdom ; the only bond of asso-

. ciation beinz-a voluntary enaaaement to abstain from
: the)se{lident spirits as a customary drink, angto

.. discourage by precept and example all lldblta of mtem-

pérance in themselves and others.
“ A national system of education which should ensure

"the means of instruction to-all ranks and classes of the

people, and which in addition to the various branches
of requisite.and appropriate knowledge, should embrace

"as an essential part of the instruction- given Dby it t6-

every child in the Kingdom accurate mformatmn as to.
~ the poisonous and mvanably deleterious nature of ardent
Splrxta as an article of diet 'in any form or shape.,

e ction 8.—ULTIMATE 08 PROSPECTIVE REMEDIES.

“The “absolute prohibition of the  importation from .
‘ :my forezgn country, or from our own co;omeb. of dxan‘- ‘5

“Ted 'spirits in any shape.

- The equally absolute proh-bmon of all dmnllatxon of
- ardent spirits from grain, the most important pu‘t of rhc N

4ood.: of man in our own' country.:

«The restriction of distillation from other matena‘s to o

_the purposcs of the arts, manufactures and medicine, and
: the confining the wholesale and-rétail dealing in such arti-
deb to chem sts, druggists, and. d1spen arxes s alone.”
Al which is reanectfully submitted. - .
JCWL Jonwrov, Chaxrman. Jaues C mrBELr .

. STEwWART CAMPBELL. - Jonx HoLuEs.
Toomas COFFIN. - - JusSE SHaw.
- Amms G Axcmsuv. . NICHOLAS Moszna.

[Jon‘« CAKPBBLL-—-absent——but havmo- eoneurrcd
: be‘ore his dep'u'tu‘e] R I
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- Of all descriptions executed with neatness :

despatch, and on reasonable terms, at THE ATi
Nx&vM OFFICE, Marchington’s Lane.

Orders from the City and Country respeetﬁ
solicited.







