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PEPORT

7he Comnittee on Temperance have fù7Pt! -e d
nposed on them and report asfollows

The tasl is a responsible and difficult one O tLe

one band is the danger of failing to accompliall that
May be attainable; on the other the risk of rctarding im-
provement by premature or impracticable eflort.

No visionary or speeulative spirit moves us,; nor lave
î the intelligent and conscientious advocates of the To tal
Î Abstinence cause surrenderéd themselves to the mcre
k impulses of feeling in the work they have undertaken.

SThey have calmly surveyed the evil that deomands re-
dress ; .deliberately and cautiously examined the means
for checking and eradicating it ; patiently and maturei

'pressed onward in the work of practical imiprovement.

The history of .the Temperance, movement, in Nova
Scotia, and the Journals of this House alike atest this
truth. Twenty years have passed since the power of
union was invoked for the suppression of Intemper-
ance, and indi'iduals, for that. objeet first orgauized
themselves into socities. · In that time the cause has
been urged upon the public with what pov rs of re son
and persuasion.the societies could command; and soine
improvements in the 1av have been sought from the
lerislature: now, at the end of so long a time have the
organized advocates of Temperance for the first time
uuited to ask for the interposition of a legislative enact
meQnt of a radical nature.



E ayin theLesatr•
e lly in e .a as Yp:ecipitancy beenur years since efforts by n 0tion, or bi, ave annualy been rade in tice, resolu

he. separation of the retail ior s hesefor
roere andl otherattiles, ýùogaefomtesae-

und cerwie andeand te abolition of the law
hedora hoîi, inftle city, grocery stores are permitted to

enactments against the illi e etaleeffectiveo the legal
aid for the diffusion of tCmperance princils ben
of Lecturers. Te small measure of spccpes that attend
ed these applications was sub snuccesstha repete
frbearance. and to avoid occi o y espectfu

offence, in few instances wr t o r pr y
that occurred in this house t

Petitions bearing a
to 20,000 signatures hav&been referred o tfe conside
ation of the committee b e coser-
far as we have any Aseo a our ouse. o

the point is not inconsiderable thsetitionersare orsons of mature age and competent cpaityr ar cpr-
prise individuals of the highest cpaity and cnm-

gence in almost every section of the* Pabince. a on
them are a large number of females w ddr

tone of eloquence and feeling ell justifes you
ocasio, and the relation they bear to the spbject.EF
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Sth diberatins o t ancLsocialmnst is one, also- tha tuhs theafeton t hi
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redress be m6 re appropria thn she d
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taiomanufacture, and sale ofà inoicaiglqo
o x c p t o r e d i a l, s c i n ti i e n d e c a n ,ca l p u r p o s e s .Apetition fro citizen of Iaia oti bs
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raying that no change may be made in the Law bas
also been referred to the Committee. It bears ei hty-
seven signatures, comprising mercantile houses and
others of the highest respectability, whose opinions, as

individual intelligence and probity exteiid, are
e titled to respectf lonsidêntion The authority of
th se opinions is lessened by*the consideration of the blas
inseparable from personal interest which many of the
petitioners have in the subject; and the natuZal preju-
dices unavoidably engendered by long familiarity with a
traffic, assailed on moral principles, after the sanction
of ages had given it an universal prevalence.

This petition.is chiefly composed of strong assertions
of the impracticability of entorcing a prohibitory law ;
these considerations are involved in the general question,
and nothing is offered to elucidate the argument beyond
the expression of opinion. We dissent from the assertion
that the withholding of license bas tended rather to
increase than diminish the evil complained of. The
contrary we believe to be the fact; althoúgh it is doubt-.
less true that in some villages and peculiar localities
illegal retail traffie has prevailed-occasioned in a great
measure, we believe, by the imperfection of the law or
of its administration.

The questions that arise on these several petitions

1. The occasion for so strong a measurc as legal pro-
hbition.

2. The iegitimacy of suchi:a measure.
3. Its practicability
To these questions this Hlouse in effect demanded

our reply when it referrcd to us these petitions; and in
performance of the duty thus imposed, we present the
following opinions and reasons:



First.-We assume as au uncontroverted fact, thal
many and great are the evils that resut to this Province,
from ihe intemperate use, as a beverage, of intoxicating.
liquors.

We stay not to calculate the amount of money and
time primari expended in this indulgence: we rather
would press npon your notice evils, which if more con-
se'quen ial in theii nature, are infnitely more injurious
in their effects.

Evilrto the body potitic by the perversion of men cal-
culated by their industry and talents to advance the
strengtb, wealth, and general prosperity of their country

into incumbrances, and instruments of want and
mnischief.

Evils i the social relations from the desolation of
homes, but for this cause the scenes of comfor t-the des-
titution, poverty and degradation of those whose main-
tenance and education would otherwise have been well
cared for,-the anguish and shame of very many hearts
that else might have been illed with joy and satisfaction.

EBils to humanity by brutalizing a rational being and
degrading an immortalspirit

Secondly.-We assume that the use of intoxicating
liquors as a beverage is a superfluous indulgence, neithe
required for the healthful existence or the happiness of
man. We might go farther, and assert that the use of
intoxicating drinks is in itself injurious to the humar
system ; but we desire to advance on indisputed premi
ses,-and we presume not one vill hazard the assertion
that man's physical existence, or his happiness as an in-
tellectual or moral being, are in any de&ree dependent
on the use of stimulating liquor.

Tirdly.--We believe that benevolence, patriotism,
and religion unite to demand the sacrifice of a super-



Ihous indulgence-if by that sacrifice a just prospect

ist of checkin and radicating evils so extensive and

momentous as those of intemperance

Fourthly.-.We presume that if the nen raised to high

stations-the men on whom providence bas conferred

education, refinement, and wealth--still more, if the meri

separated to teach the truths and obligations of religion;

and if they who profess those truths and acknowled«

thoe obligationS--were universally togaandon o t

rily the indulgence o[intoxicating drinks-the business

tf the importer and retailer would be so curtailed, and

the influences that òould encircle the inebriates oulId

be so-extended and potential, that comparatively litti

nid ivould be required from legislative enactments, an"

what was required would be accorded without hesitation

and would be effective.
fd..Bieving that societies and governinents

Sshould est for the general good, andthata supreme

authority in tie state is created for the purpose of prO-

hibiting what is generally injurious, although at the ex-

Pense.of individuali interest; and believing that the sale of

n toxicating drinks inflicts evils on the common wealth cf

an extended and serious nature, vithout returning to

society compensatincg benefits, we see nothing in the

Pight to sell or to drink intoxicating liquors tbat should

forma an excepton to the general rule.

Lastly.--We know of no class of persons entitled to

complain of the prohibition, if the propositions we have

affirmed are correct. Not they who upon the prnciple

of religion and the obligations of benevolence and patriot-

ism, are required voluntarily to abandon alike the trallh

and the use-stili less they ·who are the victims, for

whose deliverancs this remely is applied--and, least of

all ther who m1ake a cruel profit by a trafMc that Qgere



t 1 men te materials for their self.-destruetionvhicl too
many are ready eagerly to aeccpt.

your Commiâtte, th rfore, unanous dunhesitatigy report to your lonourable bouse ouropiion, that the evils of intemperance are of a nature toustify fr their repressiol the lhighes exercise of legis-.lative power-that it falis witin the liWithil, tegritirmate and justfunctions and authority of the legislature of' this Pro-vince, to prohibit the importation, manufacture antd sale,of intoxicating liquors for use as a -ccgend t
iconsequently beconms its bounden duty to d

legisatve enactments ca e made efficacioÈs for the
object.

The most diflicult question here arise.
Can kgislativeenactments for the prohtibiton be

ried ito effective operation ?
A iide range is opened -by this inqry. The ma

influence oflaw and te Coeciierestra its of consttutedauthority on the one side and hc opposig power fpecuniary m Oest, animal appetite, and the fshions o
Society on the other, are te be éstimated in their comparative strengthî and antagonisn HIowv fàrithe formerwould be weakened and the latter aided; by the indisposition of mcn to surrender by compulsion for a genera
good, rights and habits .long enjoyed and sanctioned1; weadm!t forms ne uninpodant clement i the argumentfior would any iquiry be brought te a sound and prae
tical conclusion, which had not embracedj a considerationof the insular formation which ~îes to this Provincea reat extent of coast, increasing the expense, and theobstacles im contending against contraband trade.

.Against these conlsiderations, the fbllowing reasonsmay be opposed-
First--While te danger and the mishs of smug.



gling are urged and admitted t must not be fo otten
that the illicit traffic is now carried on; and that a totally
prohibitory law would be lcss iable to evasion than a
system only partially prohibitory. The evidence would
be simple, for the offendin article in most cases would
testify to its\pown conviction, an. the condeinnation be
easy and certain. Obstacles that ,now obstruct conviction
would disappea; reluetant witnëses woul no longer
require to be dis"overed and forced forward-nor justice
be defeated by thicr evasions, or-byjefined technicalities
on,t ials.

Secondly,-The law would be universal, and would
emanate froin the highest soui'ce, and that a Representa-
tive Legislature. Now, neighbouring counties are go-
verned on contradictory principles, enforced by authori-
ties of feebler influence, and over which the masses of
the -peôple have little control.

Thirdly,-The injurious effects - on the popular mitd
of the license system woul be removed-.-a legal sanction
to sell, granted to . few får a pecuniary consideration,
must place the trade in .a false aspect, and entrench it
against assaults ained at its moral character and effects.

So strongly is this sentiment entertained by soine of
the committee, as to induce the belief that the experi.
ment can never fairly be tested, of "moral suasion'

against the drinking habits, w-hile the license system
continues ; and that if moral power and not legal coer.
cion, must be the instrument .of confliét, there must be
a free field on which the seller of intoxicating drinks
shal stand alike unprivileged and unrestricted, as the.
seller of flour, of opium, or of arsenic.

Fourthly,-There' seems no alternative but in- coer.
cive action. Looking at the progress of the- cause for
twenty years, while re rejoice that large portions of the



yeonanry,traders, and mechanics of the province.hav,
cast froni them the pollutions of i ttemperance, it ,s yet
obvious that influences exist too powerful for tlie ele-
mrets of reform that have yet been brought to bear. in
support of this view, we may adduce the state of society
i th t:aetropolisthe extent of tie liquor traffie in all
its departments -the numerous ami influentialnamies O
the petition referred to, and which in effect declares that
the p)resent liquor law is incapable of improvement.

Wc inay also refer to the statisties of the revenue fot
further illustration. These show that last year there was
an increase of 3,341 gallons in the amtount of Bratdy,
Gin, Whtiskey and Wine cntred for duty, over the
prcceding year-nd of 8,893 gallons iii that year over
the one preccding it, making an hierease of 12,234 gai-
lois in two, years.

It is true tbe quantity of Bumn entered was 5,378
gallons less last year than the year beforie, and 11,546

allons less n tiat year titan i the one that preceded it
-making 16,24 gallons ii two ycars The decreae

in that period is, therefore, but 4,6 gallons in the
whole; wlile it appears that the article used by the richer
classes are progressively increasing no inconsiderable
degree; and the decrease in the qui tity of Run entered
raay furnish but an erroneous er'it ion, if there be trutit
in the assert/ons confidently mad , thatsmuggling la this
article-bo/h the provincially di tiled and the imported
-- is carried on to a large exten . And lastly, la the city
of Halifak, the licenses grante last year are butý thirteen
less than those lin the previo y-earo The question then
seems narroived to this poit ,-.The middle and lower
classes of the people, to a arge extent, iave done their
duty to free their country rom an evil that retards its
moral, social, and industrial progrcss; their strength
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proves unequal to the fuil accomplishment of the tasb
f Shall the work, therefore, be stayed; or shal the legis

ature interpose, and make at least the experirment of its
pow@r to realize a consurmatom so dCv6utly to be

' desired?
Your commîttee unaninously bel eve the experiment

M should be made.
hat remains hen to consider, is a qùestion o

tiine.
We have the success of the measure we commend

too deeply at heart, to court defeat by precipitancy.

The measure of legal prohibition, to be succëssful,
must be sustained by the hearty co-operation of the bulk
of the people, and must be vigilantly and faithfully car-
ried into execution.- It has not yet been discussed in the
legislature. It las not 'been adequately considered and
apprehended by the people. It must be weighed in al
its bearing and relations-the cost in-all its forms, and
they are many, must be understood and counted-that
when the effort is made, it may be made with a thorough
knowledge of its nature and consequences, and with a
determination which reverses shall not dam-p, or tempo
rary successes seduce.

Another motive for delay of great weight is, that the
experiment is being tried on theatres better prepared than
ours. The State of-3aine has made a might arn obe
cffort; and Massachusetts and. other States of the Uniot
are discussing, modifyi adoptia th emle
according to their varions ircurstances nd opinions.
Nova Scotia, by delay, may btain invaluabie lessons of
knowledge and experience, withoutthe cost that is sote-
times paid for experience. Should the pririciple of pro-
uibition be generally adopted by our people, petitions
signed by four-fold the numbers noi before the House"



wiJlattest the fact. We ish it were
the pinio of ot, many, only, but of' everitelgn

i la bia n, th roug hte ballot ebox.e
Wih these views, we do not recormm1eind the introduc.o, at the present Session, of a bill basd m the Main

S ut we recommend that the abst -m•eb
discussed and tested in the o IactolrtipebHdi11,jouse, on R ltoour Committee have considered t
ed.to -them praying a grant of money t en
turer on Temperance to visit different arts a ee
vince. We consider the.instruction of the o-point so essential to their wel being and th puble po aperity, as a mostappropriate subject for puracepros
erom the public funds, and ae of.agmen

for the objet.o
olong as the liquor trade shal b elicense systemn be persevered in, yor contean he

znend those changes in theaw th1at fo smieer he
been fruitlessly attempted. W espesall deeate hase

nJuriou s,- he t gatin ofîtreaea

ea s h g o icenses under which intoxi.
eaiglquors may be.drank ini the shops whpeteare sold--and we recommend the entr' e ethey
theretil f iquors fromn the sale piocreadotr

articles.nd
We thinktjuand reasonable that thretail, of intoxicating liquors, should be l egl aener b

aNcfo rnscievous consequences of theiticio
they have been instrumental ini creating.e oxctn

And that the property of confirmed inebriates shouldbeam laced under trust for the benefit of themselves, their

fiies nd credipedàdors«,.

That persons shoul be appointed ineach Count fo t pr the violaor ofhe lawsAug tho intoxicaig liquors f e s

Anudrlôs he intxianing o-liosreitd hudb e.



troyed, and a compensation of three pence a gallon paid
lthe seizing officers.

Your Gqmmittee in conclusion askl permission to call
the notice qf your Honourable House to the report of. a
Committee of thirty-seven members appointed by the
Hlouse of Commons in 1834, comprising leading mem-
bersof Parliament, among whom were the late Lord
Athrop, Sir Robert Peel, Mr. Buckingham, (the mover,)
Mr. Alexander: Baring, Sir Andrew Agnew, Mr. Plum
tree, and other well. known public men, to consider the
prevaîent evil of drunkenness im the United Kingdom;
and many in .this House and in the Province will pro-
bably be surprised to find as your Committee were, that
rnost of the objects aimed at by the advocates of tem-
perance in this Province, either in their principle or
details including the education of the people on this
subject, the separation of the sale of groceries from that
of liquors, and extending even to the radicalreform of
enire prohibition, ha;d metthe approbation of a Com
mittee on which were such distinguished statesmen.

Although the adcates of total abstinence in Nova
Scotia who have been engaged in the support and
advancement of this cause have been content withiheir
own conviction that it rested on the certain foundation of
religion, reason and benevolence, it is satisfactory. to find
that- objeets and principles which in Nova Scotia have
been by some deemed visionary and fanatical, had by so
high authority been considered subjects of the highest
noment, calling for present and prospective legislation.

The following are extracts from that report

"That the right to exercise legislative interference for
the correction of any evil which affects the publie weal
cannot be questioned without dissolving society into its
primitive elements and go.ing back from the cmbined
and co-operative state of civilization with all its whole-
soine and lawfully imposed restraints to the isolated and
lawless condition of savage and solitary nature.

"&ction 7*-IMMEDIATE REMEDIES, LEGISLÂTIVE
A MORAE.

"The refusal of retail spirit licenses to all but those
eo would engage to confine themselves exclusively 1e



dealing in that, and consequently the entire separation
of the retail sale of spirits from groceries, provisions,
wine or beer, excepting only ia the fourth class of.houscs
as nns or hotels for travellers and inmates of lodgers.

'The encouragement of temperance societies in every
town and village of the kingdom; the only bond of asso-
ciation beig a voluntary engagement to abstain froni
theýjx of ardent spirits as a customary drink, an4to
dio ourage by precept and example all habits of intem-
p rance in themselves and others.

/"A national system of education which should ensure
t-e means of instruction to ail ranks and classes of the
people, and. which la addition to the various branches
of requisite and appropriate knowlcdge, should embrace
as an essential part of the instruction given by it to
every child la the Kingdom accurate information as to
the poisonous and invariably delctrious nature of ardent
spirits as an article of diet in any form or shape.,

Section 8.-U1rTATE OR aOSPECTiVE REMEDIES.

The absolute prohibition of the importation fromn
any foreig country, or from our own colonies. of distil-
led spirits in any shape.

The equally absolute prohibition of all distillation of
ardent spirits from graîn, the most important part of the
-ood of man in our own- country.

The restriction of distillation from other materials to
4the purposes of the arts, manufactures and medicine, and
the confining the wholesale and retail dealing il such arti-
dles to chemists, druggists, an d dispensaries alone."

All which is rcspectfully submitted.
J. W. Jo'NSON, Chairman. JAMEs CAMPBELL.
S-rEWARnTCAMPBELL. JorH OLMEs.
ToMAs COFF1. JEsSE SLW.

ADAMs G. AnCcarALD. NICHOLÂS MOSHER.

[Joux CA'PBELL-abseLt - but hŸifig eoneUrred
beore his departure.]
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