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INTRODUCTION

This booklet was written on the suggestion of
members of the conorecation as a suitable memento of
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the
Church.

The writer was not conscious of any special guali-
fication for such an undertaking, except a sincere love
for all under his pastoral oversight.

Whilst many individuals supplied information or
vave advice in its compilation, special thanks are due
the members of the Trustee Board, and their Jubilee
Committee, Messrs. J. D. Lawson, Esq., M.D., P. G.
MacFarlane, Esq., M.A., and James Murray, Esq., for
their co-operation and counsel.

In this booklet is traced the rise and progress of
the Church from a Mission Station to a self-sustaining
and a contributing Church, with the grandson of one
of its founders in the Mission Field.

Conscious of many  imperfections, this booklet is
now =ent ft‘/l‘ﬂe. \\ 1t was 14‘\“ l}l:!i \‘IIZR}.N'.] il. SO, !-nl"
any errors, omissions, or improper judgments, the writ-
er craves the induleence of all.

.. B. GIBSON.
‘l‘IH' “.‘xl:\".

St. 5‘&"[»‘2#]1. N. B.
]\l ”:'l',_ 1909,




It is fitting that some words of commendation
c<hould be given the writer of this little book. for his
indefaticable zeal and  perseverance in  collecting  the
material which enables the <'t'l!;'l"‘:';1[i«¢?! of St. Ste-
phen’s Church, St. Stephen, to study the rise and pro-
gress of its beloved church during the past seventy-five
Vears.

[t is no easy task to glean from the annals of the
past the necessary data. The early records were incom
plete and scattered, and that so accurate an account
has been obtained, and the broken links of evidence
pieced together, speaks well for the Author’s <kill and
untiring research.

Jut it is not only as an historian that this meed
of praise is due. It was by his efforts mainly, that the
church is in a position today to ‘owe no man anything,
but to love one another,” and in giving this small tn
bute of praise, we feel that it is but a \“'_'111 ;1});'!""'3.‘1

|

tion of his influence for cood in the church and the

-ommunity at large.

N .\'g,,’.]a,.”‘ December 1st. 1909.




Early Days.

The generation that connected the present residents
of St. Stephen with its early inhabitants has almost
gone the way of the majority, and with its passing an
important link has been broken.

We are, therefore, deprived of an important and
valuable source of information concerning the early his-
tory of the town.

As far as is known, the first settlers of St. Stephen
arrived in 1779 or 1780; but it owes its origin mainly
to the colony led thither by Captain Nehemiah Marks,
consisting of 104 families of Loyalicts who landed on
June 24th, 1784. They hoisted the British Flag on a
pole near the place now occupied by Bucharan and Co.
and named the place Morristown, after Morris the last
British Governor of New York.

People in those days had a strong veneration for
the relicion of their fathers, and generally sought a
place of worship according to their liking.

At first the spiritual wants of the people were sup-
plied by the Reverend Samuel Andrews, the Episcopal
minister at St. Andrews. A Loyalist from Milford, Con-
necticut, he arrived in St. Andrews 1786 and received a
grant of £250 annually from the Society for the Pro-
pagation of the Gospel.

About this time, Duncan Me('sW1 becan to hold
services in St. Swephen. He was born in Argyleshire.
Scotland, August 22nd, 1754, and landed in St. Ste-
phen about November 1785. He may be regarded as
the founder of local Methodism althouch he was him
self brought up in the Episcopal Chvreh of Scotiand.

Gradually, as the people increased in numbers and
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EARLY DAYS

wealth, they formed themselves into  difierent religious
societies according to  their upbringing.

As iz evidenced by their names, many of the first
settlers of St. Stephen were members of the Preshyter-
iun Church who retained in their new home the warm
attachment for their  religion which they had formed in
their father-land.

Althouoh there 15 no record it is generally believed
that the Reverend John Cassills, who took up his re
sidence in St Andrews in ISIS as principal of the Gram-
mar School, was the first Preshbyvterian Clergyman to
divote some attention to the spiritual interests of his
co-relicionists 1 St .\'lv'p!u'n.

In 1521 the Reverend Alexamder Maclean was in
ducted as first Pastor of Greenock Church, St. An-
drews, but the Preshyterians of St. Stephen were less
fortunate.

That they were fairly strong at this time s evi
denced by the handsome  contribution of €75 Sterling

which they gave in 1525 towards the erection of the

Neoteh “l;_- Chureh.

The people of Scoteh Ridge evidently appreciated

their generosity; for. when they obtained a minister of

their own in the person of the Reverend Peter Melntyre,

1 native of Sutherlandshire., Scotland., who commenced

his work in August 1533, they wiliingly permitted him

to devote a portion of his time to the Preshyterians of
Nt. Stepher

Mr. M. Y t first, held few serviees in th
Old Metd t Chin mdd afterward t recilar in
e in the residen { the late Aaron Upt wher
he o 1NN

i \ ' tiv I aand esteemed In
i, TR 2 | “ of b :§.~,;y. ! and
il it Tor mand Nears, 1 remains are mterred
in the ora vard at Scoteh Ridee near to the Church
he o« vell

\s a result of Mr. Melntyre's ministry, the Preshy
S




FIRST RESIDENT MINISTER
terinans of St Stephen undertook  the erection of a
church, on a site cranted by the late Mr. Peter MeDer
mott on XEN' Ill” west Hf Ii‘n' !'4-\.1 lonee -l!- I.!',-‘ ].’Hw .‘Ii‘}‘_'"
Stevens, but it was never completed owing to want of

funds.

5] — em— ]

Frivst Resident ddinister.

In the Autumn of 1810 the Reverend Andrew Ste
vens. a brother of the late Judee Stevens, arrived in
St Stephen, in the capacity of a missionary from the

('ixii!"‘ v!- .\'ud‘.::'ni.

C | nd the Presbyvterians of St. Stephen and ad
oining districts mbled in large numbers to bid
leomi
rwards he hel i in a2 room over Niniag
Vs store, whic < Water Street almost
pposite i ] now o el b ). B
n, M. D
For six vear ir. S ) wedd I ter
‘,\' i\ | 1 g . AT
sirht of o1 ] riu deeplv e
A, e ! vhol in in
He 1 od < : ] for
! i ! I Is55 | ¢ hie ol
111 FImMer o e ti 1 ~1 ~1 :,f 3 <hort
] - . ; = to New 2 .
h A ! ' n i
\ ! ! the 9th Jan
1y 1592 S0 ' I by the membex
ol me o ] d re « P
Iv i rested in religi




FIRST RESIDENT MINISTER

No reference to the work of the Reverend Andrew
Sll'\'vlb \\'ulll(] ln- t'nlnp’«-h- \\'hi«'h f:xnwl 10 t:\kl' COr-
nizance of his relation to the Disruption movement.

In 1843 the Church of Scotland was rent in twain
by what is called the Disruption which had its origin
in the Patronage cuestion, the same difficulty which
had caused former secessions  from  the Church.  As
Patronage did not exist in New Brunswich, it might
have been  supposed that the Disruption would have
had no eficct on the Church in this Provinee.

'rhv extreme zeal, hn\\'c'\‘l'l‘. of the FI‘H' ('hur«-h
party would not admit of the Preshyterian Church in
New Brunswick remaininge undisturbed.

Delegates were sent out by the Free Church of Scot-
land to the British North America Provinees for  the
purpose of breaking up  the  Established Church here,
and they dud their work so well that in 1845 three of
the members of the Established Chureh seceded from it
and formed themselves into a Synod. to which they
rave the official aesienation “The .\'_\n-»vl of New Bruns-
wick adhering to the Standards of the Westminster
Confession.” The names of the three ministers who
formed the first Synod of the Free Church in New
runswick which met in St. John, 17th of March 1845,
were as follows:—

Reverend John Turnbull, Minister of the Gospel at
Blackville and Nelson.

Reverend Andrew  Stevens, Minister at St. Stephen.

Reverend Andrew Donald, Minister at Hammond
River. Norton. Salt Springs.

The foregoing reference to the Disruption is of in-
terest to the Preshyterians of St. Stephen inasmuch as
their minister at the time was one of the three who
grave visibility to the movement in this Provinee.

Happily all the breaches in the great Presbyterian
family of the Dominion have long since been  healed.
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THE FIRST CHURCH

From Sabbath to Sabbath. as the congregations that

. ~ dot this land frem Atlantic to Pacific assemble in the
Sanctuary  to worship their fathers” God, they can
sing from the heart:

“We are not divided, all one body we—
One in hope and docirine, one in charity.”

(] m— > a1 =

The First Church.

There being no building in St. Stephen, at this
time, suitable for Church services, the feeling was re-
newed and fresh enthusiasm aroused to erect a church.

Accordingly the Presbyterians, amd others friendly
to the undertaking, united in a society  of which Mrs.
Stevens, mother of the Reverend Andrew Stevens and
Judge Stevens, was the president and leading spirit.

Associated with her were Mrs. J. Marks, Mrs. ..
Frink. Mrs. J. Upton and Mrs. W. T. Rose.

The first effort was the holding of a Bazaar, a no-
velty in those days, and to which liberal contributions
were made, on 21st August 1845, Financially it was

. v considered a great success.

The amount of money received in this way, in ad-
dition to several generous subscriptions, was deemed
sufficient to justify the endeavor to erect a church edi-
fice.

During the buillding of the church much stimulus
was given to the people by the frequent ministerial ser-
vices of that distinguished Irishman, the late Rev. Dr.
Irvine, Pastor of St. John's Church, St. John. N. B.

Among the infliontial men in the enterprise of
building this first church were Aaron Upton, Alexand-
er  Campbell, Samuel McGowan. William Murdock,

11




THE FIRST CHURCH

John Campbell, Robert Clark and his brothers, John
and Frances Courtney. Thomas  Laughlin, Captain
Hutton, Samuel and  William Gilmor, William Owen,
and his brothers, Dr.  Dugald Blair, and James G.
(Judge) Stevens: all of whom are now dead.

Thus the work progressed. A suitable structure was
erected on a site purchased from Ninian Lindsay back
of the Moore building. This site cost £100 sterling and
a deed conveving the same to James G, Stevens, Bar-
rister-at-law, and Samuel M. Gillmor, in trust, was ex-
ceuted on the 26th November 18500

This building was  opened for public worship in
1850 and for ten vears accommodated the Presbyterians
of the community.

For eight vears after the departure of the Reverend
Andrew Stevens there was no settled minister. Durings
the summer, and frequently the winter, the congrega-
tion obtained the seivices of students.

At this time Mr. .J. G. (the late Judee) Stevens
devoted much of his time and energy in condueting Sab-
bath services and keeping the Sunday School in opera-
tion. That these services were appreciated is evidenced
by the address and presentation made to him on 12th
February 1552, The address was read by Dugald Blair,
Esq.. M.D. In it he sasd

“1 know that I express the feclings of the congrega-
tion generally when 1 sayv it is a2 subject of uncommon
pleasure that we are enabled to give you a token of
the estimation in which yvou are held by us for these
labours. To vou in an especial manner are we indebted
for the building of our sanctuary and the growing in-
terest in the same . . . . We do not wish von to re-
ceive the token which we are now about to offer you,
s compensation for yvour exertions amongst us . . .
but the expression of our gratitude, ete.”

He then presented  Mr. Stevens with a  beautiful
gold watch, which is still in the possession of Miss G.
B. Stevens,

Judge (then Mr.) Stevens in his reply acknowledg-

12
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THE FIRST CHURCH

ing their kindness and appreciation of his services re-
ferred to the exacting  demands made upon his time
amd strength during the erection of the church—hut
would only take a small part of the credit to himseli—
“We must not overlook the co-operation of my valued
friend Mr. Samuel Gilmor, the unwearied and steady
interest he has ever manifested In  our congregadon,
oto.”

He referred to the labours of the Reverend Robert
Irvine and the valnable suggestions he had given from
time to time.

He concluded a most felicitous reply, couched in
beautiful language, by expressing the hope that the
“Head” of the church would speedily send a Pastor,
and praying “May we as the children of one family.
travellers to one eternal home, be translated in due
time from the Zion below, to the Sanctuary above.
where all sectarian differences will be merged and for-
votten and the lovely religion of Christ shine and be
felt in all its divine and glorious nature.”

o] m— > um ) s




REV. WILLIAM ELDER, M.A., LL.D.

Rev. William Elder, MDA, LL.D.

Early in 1851 the Reverend William Elder accepted
a call from the congregation and was duly inducted.

Whilst several ministers laboured here before Mr.
Elder he was the first to be regularly called and induct-
ed into the pastoral oversight of the congregation, and
the first to minister in the new church.

Shortly after his  induction the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper was first administered in the new build-
ing on the 27th day of August 1854,

In those days the communion season was a time
of heart searching. Men and women were brought face
to face with the problems of life and destiny. Great
emphasis was laid upon the necessity of living a consis-
tent christian life and of being at peace with God
through Jesus Christ  the only mediator.

As an evidence of  the solemnity  that surrounded
the "l'll“'l':lli'lll of the I.«rl'll.\' .\'uplu'r. we have unl}' 1o
consider the importance of the following minute which
1= extracted from the records of a lnm-lEH: of session

held on Sunday afterncon, August 20th, 1851
“The matter of services previous and preparatory
1o illi’ l“‘]lvh\:lﬁun Hf lh-' Lnr(i'\ ‘\.”PI""' was l‘ﬁ)l!\i(]vl'
ed; it was determined  that Thursday next be observed
as a dav of Fasting and Humiliation when Divine Ser-
vice wonuld be held in the church, forenoon and evening,
-Rev. Mr. Turnbull to officiate. It was also deemed
expedient to have services in the forenoon on Saturday
next, and the usual service on Monday after commun
i"h.“
Naturally members of the present congregation will
be interestedd in this first communion and  desirous of

14




REV. WILLIAM ELDER, M.A., LL.D.

knowing the names of those who first communicated.
The following extract from the session records of Auge-
ust 30th, 1854, will speak for itself:—

“The Lord’s Supper having been administered in
this church on the last Lord’s day for the first time,
the Session deemed it proper to record their heartielt
cratitude to God for the measure of countenance, re-
freshment, and encouragement, which they believed not
a few of the people of God experienced on that occas-
ion.

The Reverend John Turnball, who was recently in-
ducted at St. James, assisted on this oceasion, preach-
ing on Thursday, on  Saturday, on Sabbath evening,
and serving at two of the three tables at which com-
municants sat down. The number of communicants
was about seventy-five, the names of whom are as fol-
lows:—

John Courtney, Duncan Stewart, Robert Clark,
and James G. Stevens—Elders.

Acnes Courtnev, Mary Hutchinson, Jane Courtney,
George Smiley, Elizabeth  Horsford, Elizabeth  Mur-
dock. Elizabeth Stevens, Jane Clark, Margaret
Clark, Mary Jane Clark. Agnes Laughlin, Catherine
Stewart. Martha Ann Campbell, Jessie Campbell, Jane
Owen. Mary Jane MeWilliams, Richard Stewart, Cathe-
rine. Lemmon, John Herbeson, Mary J. Courtney,
John Morrison, Margaret McDowell, John King, ir..
Marcaret Ellis, Judith  MeWhirter, Mrs. Gillis, Jane
I’»H}t!. (wife of George), all of St. Sl"]ﬂwh.

Hugh Morris, Daniel Morris, and Janet Morris—
from the l.t'(]g‘!‘.

Stewart Busby, Mrs. Busby, and James Roy—
\li”ln\\u.

Mrs. John Bovd—Little Ridge.

Sarah Murray, Christy Cousins, John A. Fraser.
Jane Fraser, Simon MeRKenzie. Mrs. MeKenzie, Mrs.
Frank Washburn, Mrs. Hooper—irom Calais.

John King, Thomas Robinson, .Jane Robinson,
Elizabeth Robinson, Jane Hitchings Moore, Mrs. Hugh

15




REV. WILLIAM ELDER, M.A., LL.D.

Pinkerton, Mrs. John Fleming, James Evans, Mrs. Ev-
ans, Mre. Pinkerton, Senior, Mrs. Stewart, Robert
King—from Baillie Settlemeat.

John MeCaskill, Peter Morrison and wife, John
MeKenzie and  wife, Catherine Campbell, Miss Clarke,
Samuel Morrison, Mrs. Curry, and Joseph King—of
Scoteh Ridge.

The following list contains the names of persons,
who had applied for membership, and were received by
the Session as members but who did not communicate
vizi—

Martha Smiley, John Clark, Isabella Clark, David
Clark, Henry  Clark, Thomas Laughlin, Robert
Lauchlin, Elizabeth Laughlin, Mary Ann  Fullerton,
John Campbell, Robert Owen, Mary Owen, John Er-
skine, John Bn_\'(l, . .-\..nn_\'d. James Robinson, Sar-
ah Robinson, and Francis Courtney.™

A< we consider the foregoing lists we are reminded
of our own mortality Of those who communicated, or
were received at that first communion  service in the
first Kirk erected to the glory of God in the town of
St. Stephen, only one survives.  That person is Mrs.
Mary Jane Clark, widow of the late Henry Clark,
who has now reached the advanced age of 87 years and
resides at Moores Mills: a mother in Israel, she is re-
spected by all and admired for her sterling christian
character.

The generation then living have given place to their
descendants, many of whom have shouldered the bur-
dens laid down by their forefathers, and are now active
and zealous members in the church of their fathers.

For nine vears the Reverend William Elder faithiul-
lv discharged the duties of the ministry in St. Stephen.
He demitted the charge on the 30th September 1863,
and removed to St. John where he published the Colo-
nial Preshyterian.

Mr. Elder, “brilliant and graceful alike with tongue
amd pen, scholar, preacher, journalist, orator, states-

16




REV. WILLIAM ELDER, M.A., LL.D.

man. and gentleman, was a gift from the Irish
charch.”

He was born at Malin, in the County of Donegal,
Ireland, July 22nd, 1522, He was educated in Belfast,
and afterwards pursued his studies in the Universities
of Glascow and Edinburgh, where he greatly distin-
guished himself. He took his Divinity course in New
College, Edinburgh, and shortly after its completion
came to New Brunswick where he engaged for several
vears in missionary work, until, in 1854, he accepted a
unanimous call to the pastorate of the Presbyterian
Church, St. Stephen.

After leaving St. Stephen, Dr. Elder devoted his
attention to journalism. His powerful pen was always
wielded on behalf of the intellectual, moral, social, and
industrial interests of the country.

in 1875 Dr. Elder was elected to  the Provincial
Legislature. There “he possessed great weight, his dis-
criminating mind, vast fund of information, and polish-
ed, graceful, oratory gained him the foremost posi-
tion”’.

Eventually he was promoted to the Cabinet as Pro-
vincial Secretary, where he found ample scope for the
exercise of his varied talents.

He died very suddenly at his home in St. John on
the 23rd July 1883.

He was stricken down in the midst of his usefulness.
He filled a large place in the public life of New Bruns-
wick and indeed of the Dominion. Whilst his name will
always be enrolled among the great and good men of
the Provinee, none will be more ready to pay a tribute
of respect to his memory than the Presbyterians of St.
Stephen whom he served so faithfully.




THE NEW CHURCH

The Mew Church.

During Dr. Elder’s ministry the congrecation rapid-
Iv inereased in numbers and influence. It soon became
necessary either to enlarge the ok, or erect a new
buildine.

On the mind of the coneregation being obtained, it
was decided to sell the old building and erect a new
edifice.

The outcome was the erection of the present bean-
tiful church edifice which is esteemed by all to be a
gem of church architecture.

Throuch the exertions of Dr. Elder, the contribu-
tions towards its erection were considerably angment-
e by subseriptions obtained from  parties in the Old
Country, which he visited for that purpose.

The new place of worship thus provided for the
congregation, was set apart for the worship of God on
Sabbath the 11th day of November ISGO.

The Reverend John Turnbull, Moderator of the
Synod, preached in the forenoon: the Reverend Alexan-
der Stirling of Fredericton in the afternoon, and the
Reverend S, H. Keeler of the Congregational Church,
Calais, Me., in the evening.

.\l'(‘”l‘(lill: to (Iu- Records the services on this oc-
casion were “Solemn, appropriate, and largely attend-
ed.””

Subsequently, in 1863, the old church building was
<old to Mr. James Dow for the sum of f1000.00 and
used by him for a school house. It has sinee been burn-
ed down.

18




SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

Succeeding MDinisters.

REVEREND ROBERT MOODIE.

After Dr. Elder’s departure the congregation were
not long in deciding upon a successor, as the following
minute extracted from the records of the trustees will
show:

“At a meeting of the trustees of the congregation
of the St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church held in the
Church Building at St. Stephen, piesent James G. Ste-
vens, Robert Clark, James King, David Alexander and
John Kirk, being all the trustees at  present holding
office as such trustees—on the Nineteenth day of Octob-
er Ao DoIS63, a call to the Reverend Robert Moodie
having been agreed to be given by the said congrega-
tion to become the Pastor of the said congregation, it
was unanimously resolved by the parties aforesaid as
such trustees for and on behalf of said congregation,
that the sum of One hundred pounds per annum  be
paid the said Robert Moodie as such  pastor during
the continuance of his pastoral office in said church,
should he see fit to aceept the said call and enter on
his duties as aid Pastor of congregation aforesaid.”

The call was aceepted, but it would seem Mr.
Moodie was never regularly inducted owing to the con-
duct of the Reverend John Turnbull, the Moderator, in
withdrawing from the meeting of Proshytery which met
in St. Stephen for the purpose of inducting Mr. Moodie
into the Pastoral oversight of the congregation, as a
protest against its use of instrumental music.

Mr. Moodie however remained in the congrecation,
and, regularly or irregularly, discharged the duties of
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SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

the ministry. The last recorded meeting of  Session
over which he presided as Moderator was held on the
20th November 1864,

REVEREND P. M. MORRISON

The next minister to have charge of the congrega-
tion was the Reverend P. M. Morrison, who was or-
dained at St. Stephen September 1865 and inducted
into the pastoral oversicht of the congrecation.

Mr. Morrison’s ministry in St. Stephen was brief.
He accepted a call to Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, and
removed there in November 1867.

He was called to Dartmouth in June 1877, and re-
mained there until 1886, when he was appointed agent
of the Eastern Section of the Presbyterian Church  in
Canada. He retained  this position until his  death
which ocenrred at Chatham, N. B, in July 1899,

Mr. Morrison was a trusted servant of the church,
ar<l was honored by the Senate of the Presbhyterian
College, Halifax, which conferred upon him the hono-
rary degree of Doctor of Divinity at its Convocation
in 1895,

REVEREND ROBERT WILSON.

The church was apparently without a settled Pas-
tor for several years after Mr. Morrison’s resignation.

During the vacancy, the Reverend William  Millen
was Moderator pro. tem. of the Session. In addition to
the services occasionally given by him pulpit supply was
obtained from the Reverends J. Bennett, Mr. Darling,
Mr. Lawson, and John Home.

Eventually, after a vacancy of almosu five vears, the
congregation extended a call to the Reverend Robert
Wilson, which was accepted.

At a meeting of the trustees held on January 15th,

20

1§

ajy

R
[T

sl

Rl
W

fc




SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

1872, Jas. G. Stevens, David Alexander, James Dow,
and Robert Clark being present, it was resolved:

“That in consideration of the acceptance by the
Reverend Robert Wilson of v pastoral charge of the
congregation the salary to be paid during his pastorate
shall be the sum of ecight hundred dollars per vear.”

The Reverend Mr. Wilson was inducted on the 16th
April 1872.

Mr. Wilson was a native of Dumfreshire, Scotland,
born there 18th October 1816.

He was educated at Glasgow and later came to
New Brunswick, being afterwards called to the over-
sight of the Congregational Church at Sheffield on the
St. John River, where he remained for fifteen years,
prior to being called to St. Stephen.

Mr. Wilson remained Pastor of the Presbyterian
Church, St. Stephen, till the summer of 1875 when he
removed to Montreal. where he discharged the duties of
City Missionary, for six years.

His last work was conductine service in  Erskine
Church. After returning to his home he was taken sud-
denly ill, and died after four days of sickness in Mon-
freal on the 18th July 1881.

His body was brought to St. John, and a funeral
service conducted in St. David’s Church. His remains
were afterwards interred in Shefliekd, the scene of his
former ministry.

REV. W. P. BEGG.

During the vacancy that ensued, the Reverend
James Quinn was Moderator pro tem of Session. The
vacancy, however, was not very prolonged.

A call was made out in favor of the Reverend W.
P. Begg on or before the 3rd November 1875, for, on
that date, there was a meeting of the trustees when it
vas agreed to gunarantee to the Reverend W. P. Bege
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SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

the annual stipend of 8700000 and free use of manse, in
view of his aceeptance of the eall.

Mr. Beger aceepted the call and was regularly in-
ducted 25th November 1875,

He remained with  the congregation till June (7)
ISSO when he resioned and went to Scotland.  After re-
maining there for <ome time he returned to Canada,
and later removed to the United States of America. At
present Mr. Bege is minister of a church in Parkers-
bure, lowa, U. S, AL

Dr. Bewy is a man of scholarly attainments, a good
preacher, and a writer of several works including “The
Development of Tastel”

REV. A. T. LOVE.

The congrecation was without a regular pastor for
about one vear after Mr. Bege's resignation. During
this time the Reverend Mr. Sutherland was Modorator
pro tem of Session.

At ]":1;;(‘: the c'nn-_fru‘-_f:x!ic-n decided to extend a cix“
to the “c-\rl"'n-l Andrew T. I.H\"'. “. .\.. :\"t'nlll]ﬁxlli".!
by o suarantee of SSO0L00 per annum.

Mr. Love accepted the call and was indueted on the
fith Julyv Issh. He had been previously ordained on the
20th May but this was his first regular pastorate.

Mr. Love was an excellent preacher, a faithial pas-
tor, ~—1 greatly beloved by his parishioners.

Lne members of the congregation were much per
plexed when, after having been their pastor for about
three vears and a hali, it was rumored that a eall was
about to be presented  from St Andrew’s Church, Que
bee. The call was ultimately issued and presented  to
Mr. Love for his consideration.

Every offort was  put forth oy the regation to

induce him to remam. At a meeting of the trustees held

2xith November I1SS1, after il.'l\iii_" reviewed  the

work of the Reverend Mr. Love and the efficient ser
a9




SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

vices he had rendered to the congregation, it was re-
solved:

“That we cannot  part with Mr. Love without 1he
deepest regret, and that in case he can honorably de-
cline the eall from St. Andrew’s Church, Quebec, we in-
crease his salary to twelve hundred  dollars per an-
num.’’

From the above it is evident the congregation were
prepared to give tancible expression to  their appre-
ciation of Mr. Love's ministrations, an  expression
which seems all the greater when we consider  that
twenty-five vears have clapsed since then, with a steady
mnprovement in the iinancial position of the congresa
tion, and vet the amount promised to Mr. Love should
he remain has never been given to any suceceding in
cumbent.

The Reverend Mr. Love accepted the call from Que-
bee. The pastoral tie in the St. Stephen’s congrega-
tion was dissolved in December 1881, and he was im-
mediately thereafter inducted  into his  new  charge,
where he <ulll labors to the sa

etion of his congre

gation, and the advantage of the city of Quebec.

REV. GODFREY SHORE.

I'he Reverend Mr. Sutherland was again
Moderator pro. tem. of the Session, but the vacancy
was of short duration.

\ unanimous call was presented by the Tera-
tion to the Reverend Godirey Shore. which was aceept
ed; and on the 14th May, 1885, after a vanancy of less
than six months, Mr. Shore was indueted into the pas-
toral oversight of the congregation

With fidelity and zeal he palormed the duties of
his ministry in St. Stephen until in July 1800, he ac

ceptex a call from the First Preshyterian Church in

Carleton, St. John, N. B.. and was duly translated by
the l'h~||.‘\‘wl'i\ of St. John.
23




SUCCEEDING MIXNISTERS

REV. JOHN ANDERSON.

The Reverend AL Gunn was then  appointed Mod-
erator pro. tem. of the Sesoion.
After o vacancy of cight months  the conoresation

a call to the Reverend John Anderson. who

eXtendesd
aceept<d the same and was regulariy inducted on the
drd April 1891,

Mr. Anderson was a thoughtiul preacher, a faithiul
pastor, an:d creatiy beloved by the people.

He pesioned the charee in 1591,

REV A. A. MACKENZIE.

The puipit having been diclared vacant, the conare
gation procecded to hear candidates, which issued 1 a
unanimous call to the Reverend AL AL Machenzie. It
Was aeeaept -5. :EV=~§ the ;*<ff!in'li'-'i = i~‘-' iunl\ pl:!-'-' on
6th Decomber 18591,

Mr. Mackenzie was a disting

Jortor of Sejence i Sen from

ni<hed <student, having

obtained the de: of 1
Queen’s University whilst minister in St. Stephen. A

man of widle culture, and a britliant preacher. s min
istrations in the sanctuary were largely attended.

Dr. MacKenzie resigned  the pastoral oversight of
the convsrecation. an:d the relationships were dissolved

at a mevting of the Pre i:\!-'!'.\ of St. John held in St

John 21zt December 1900,

REY. A. S. MORTON.

At the same meetinge of |'!‘~'~§v}!-|‘} the Reverend F.

W. Murrav, then Pastor of the Preshyterian Church,
Milltown, was appointed interim Moderator of Sesston.

onducting public worship, declared  the ;wl

: if

'nn vacant on the S0 }: “i' 1'"!]‘n'!‘ l'.“'”.
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SUCCEEDING MINISTERS

After beinge without a Pastor for five months, and
havine beard & number of candidates in the meantime,
a unanimous call was extended to the Reverend Arthur
S, Morton, M.A.. B.D., minister at Fairville, St.
John, who accepted the same, and was inducted on the
6Gth June 1901,

Mr. Morton was born in Trinidad, B. W. L., wher
his father was missionary. He received his elementary
edueation there, and later procecded  to Edinburcsh
University, from which institution he recoivid the de-
erees of MUAL and B.D.

Whilst minister in St. Stephen he passed through
the “deep waters”™ of affliction. having been bereaved
of his wife, which affiiction he bore with christian for-
titude.

Mr. Morton was a man of refined ideas and pos-
sessex] the scholarly instinet. He was a faithiul pastor
and greatly beloved by the congregation,  especially
the voure, with whom he was a great favorite.

He was pastor of the church until the last of July
1901, when, having been appointed  to the lectureship
in Homiletics and Church History, in the Presbyterian
College, Halifux, the pastoral tie was dissolved by the
l'l‘!'.\'h_\(«'l'}' of St. John, and the Reverend J. C. Rob-
ertson, of Milltown, appointed interim  Moderator of
Session during the vacancy.

REV. GORDON DICKIE.

On the 2ith November 1904, after a vacaney of
four months, a call was presented to the Reverend
Gordon Dickie. MLAL then assistant to Reverend Chal-
mers Jack of Sydney, C. B who  aceepted the same,
and was duly inducted.

Mr. Dickie assumed the pastorate highly recom-
mended,

He was a graduate of Dalhousie University and the
23




SUCCEEDING MINISTERS
Preshbyterian College, Halifax, N. S.. later takine a
post craduate course in Germany.

As Pastor of this church Mr. Dickie was hichly es-
teemed and large concorecations waited ipon his puipit
ministrations.,

Much to the rigret of the congresation Mr. Dickie
accepted acall to St. Stephen’s Church, St. John, ardd
was translated by the Presbhbytery of St. John. October

1906, after a pastorate of less than two vears.

REV. L. B. GiBSONXN.

The Reverend W, W, Rainnie, of Milltown. N. B..
was then appointed  Moderator pro. tem.  of Session
during the vacaney, which lasted about eight months.

The present pastor, Reverend L. B. Gibson. M.A..
B.D.. is a native of Irelana, where he received his lite
rary and university training.

Coming to Canada he graduated in theology from
the I’r‘o~l»_\'!"l‘i:x!| College, Halifax. and Knox Collese.
Toronto, where he rerveived the decree of Bachelor  of
Divinity.

He was ordained in Glassville, N. B., 4th May
1901, and after a post-graduate course in  Glasgow.
Seotland, where he  was also assistant in Blackfriar’s
Churchi, he aceepted a eall to this church, and was in
ducted on the 23rd May 1907,

OO0
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THE ELDERSHIP

The Eldership.

Immediately after  the induction of the Reverend
William Elder the con gregation elected to the eldership
John Courtney, Duncan Stewart, Robert Clark, and
James G. Stevens, who  were ordained and solemnly
set apart to the office of ruling elders on Monday even-
ingr, 26th June. 1851,

The next election of elders was held 7th January,
1877, when William Murray and John Mudee were elect-
e, They were ordained 4th February, 1877. :

W. H. Clark and J. K. Laflin were elected to the
eldership on 4th October, 1585, and ordained on  the
5th October, following.

James Piper was ordained July 29th, 1888,

Huch Morrison was inducted on  7th  February,
1800,  having been previously an elder in the Scotch
Ridge Church.

P. G. MacFarlane and Edward Irvine were set
apart to the eldership 10th July, 1808,

The last election of elders took l“:l('l' on .\'llmi:l.\‘.
21zt July, 1907, when Henry Lauchling, Thos. R,
Speedy, George W. Dinsmore and Thos. W. Humphrey
were declared elected. They were subsequently ordain-
ed and inducted on the 4th August, 1907,

The Eldership has been always a distinetive feature
ration has

of the Presbyvterian Church, and this congre
been wisely guided In its selection of elders,

.\'p:""-.]w-\ not permit an extended reference to the
devoted elders who have served this church from  the
beginning. We will allow the “‘records™ to speak. and
will pass in review the elders of the church in the order
of their demission or death.

N




THE ELDERSHIP

The church did not enjoy very long the services of
Duncan Stewart and John Courtney.

There 15 no record of Mr. Stewart having attended
any meeting of Session after 18th May, 1856, He died
in 1870.

Mr. John Courtney attended the meetings of Ses-
sion regularly and discharged the duties of an elder till
7th December, 1860.  He was also  interested in  the
Sunday School. Afterwards, he removed from St. Ste-
phen, and has long since passed over to the majority.

Mr. Robert Clark, from the date of his ordination
till his death, was a tower of streneth to the congre-
gation. He served in many (':l[)il!‘itii':~‘-. He took care
of the property, discharged the duties of treasurer,
and for a time was Superintendent  of the Sunday
School.

He departed this life on the 18th August, 1883,
being in the eldership over twenty-nine vears.

Regarding the high esteem in which he was held by
the congregation we  will allow the following minute,
extracted from the Session records of 26th  August,
1SR3, to speak for itseli:

“This Sesszion desires to record their deep sense of
the loss they have sustained in being deprived, in the
all wize providence of God, of one of their members,
who sustained a prominent position in the Eldership
of the Presbyterian Church, and whose judgment and
counsel in all the deliberations of the Session were pe-
culiarly marked by sound diseretion and  zeal for the
good of the church and the glory of God.

The Session also desire to record their expression
of the hich christian  character of the deceased, and his
I and constant endeavors to  promote the in-
terests of the church in this place with which, from its
first formation, he was so intimately indentifted™

U Wenrh

WILLIAM MURRAY.

Mr. William Murrav. who died at sea. September,
ISSK) was a Scotchman, who retained in his adopted
28







ITHE ELDERSHIP

couniry  the veneration for the Preshyterian Church

aracteristic of all who have been brought

up in the land of John Knox.

The following resolution anent his death was adop-

ted at o meeting of Session, 2nd November, 188K:

‘Whereas William “H!'I:z_\ , one of the l) of this
Church. ordained on  the 4th day of February, A. D.
1877, departed this life in the month of September last,

ha

died at sea whilst on his passage ifrcm Scot-

£ 1
deep sense ol tne

leprived in the

members,
i!t 1%'

Il wise

who for

church, and

nity
thelr most enter-

HUGH MORRISON.

welfare of the Sunday School, the Prayer Meeting,
evervihin oocom tedd Wl t hurch

Il | efforts were fully 1ated the foll ng
minute of S { of 20th Februm 1SR, will show







THE ELDERSHIP

JOHN MUDGE.

The next member of Session to be called hence was
Mr. John Mudee. He was a man of sterling character,
and consistently devoted to the traditions of our belov-
ed church.

At a meetine of Session held on the 27th May, 1904,
the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

“Whereas, Mr. John Mudee, one of the elders of
this church. ordained as such on the 4th February,
1877, departed this life on the 27th day of April last
past:

This Session desire to record their ;;[z}xl‘w-‘i;al'lwn of
hic life and christian work during the term of his eld-
ership, he having also for several years acted as Sup-
erintendent of the Sabbath School in connection with
the church. ever active and zealous in  the life and
work of the church. and ever bearine himself with chris-
tinn zeal and simplicity  of heart and  conduct: and
whose deliberations as a member of the Session were
ever marked by a sincere  desire for the ¢ wod  of the
“l‘!""» Ztlkl] l!z-' __"'!':\ of ‘;H(l.“

JAS: G STEVENS.

Ill\ [l“!‘."l'. -’i\lH"— (. .\.It"xwl B ,'v}:?:w 'vf (l,. ('1‘;,”*
lotte County Court, was for sixty-four vears a devot

ed member of this church, having come to this place n

IS10, in company with the Reverend Andrew Stevens,
who was the first resident Presbyterian minister in St.
Stephen. After the departure of the Reverend Andrew
Ntevens, and when the church was without a settled
Pastor. as has been referred to in a previous plaee,

Judee Stevens, then Mr. Stevens, supplied the pulpit

”-‘ was 4-1'11:}‘7H~“i to the ll]-"HI,l iH ”:i- ‘}":X".fw
1l his death on
the 16th October, 1906, he took a foremost place in the

Wih June, 1851, from which time un

i
counsels of the church. During all these vears, also, he
continnously a representative elder in the church
31
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Teachers—

Junior I)h’l»:”'(!llv nt: Micses A. Youne, “.\ rtle LLow
rv, Margaret MacFarlane.

Intermediate Department: Mrs. R, D. Ross, Misses
Mary McWhirty, A. McGeachy, Elsie  Lawson, Celia
Clark, Josephine Campbell, Leola McWha, Edith Ste-
vens, Ora Humphrey, Katherine Clark, Emma Robin
SOn.

Bible Classes: Miss Grace B, Stevens and Rev. L. B.
Ciib=on.

In connection with the .\‘lin‘]ix‘\ School, the “Home
Department™ has been recently organized, and is ren-
‘{l'!‘ill'; efficient service.

The officers in charge of 1t are:

Superintendent:  Mrs. J. K. Laflin.

Assistants: Mrs. Crilley and Mrs. McWilliam.

Our church has reason to be proud of the officers
and teachers connected with the Sunday School. They
are exceedingly faithful in the discharge of their duties,

and regular in attendance.
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'HE MISSIONARY SOCIETY

\ . N v Qualifications for a Suceessful Miss<ion
arvy Worker.” “Are Mission Bands 1—--'»-\:‘.14\"" “im-

portan of Mis<ion Bands<.” Mrs. R D. Ross. “*“How
to Interest i l"‘ Miss (‘!’-lll-f\. “An ldeal Band.”

\Ix ‘ (..‘.YH;!EV"!L \‘ \l"”l-'i'li" ‘-i‘.i!:_A” \li~\ ‘.'].i.“

Clark. “Our Mission Bands
Contributed articles have also heen printed in the
Messace, and two Leaflets have been added

-ivw:."!"- ]"lf ?' :"i4-' by !||vl|::!1' I n‘f tl

f the different Mission Fields
lied to many auxiliaries by Mrs. W. I Clark.

nt the Missionary So

nd enthusiastic -iii!i’:_- all the




me of our members

REV. HAROLD M. CLARK

3. A.. =on of the
our midst

up in
Mpression in our
I hich school. he
luatedd In arts trom
Dalhou University, and in Divinity from the Presby-
terian Coliege, 1901, Immediately  afterwards ne  was
Preshby

in Doaktown, by th

: bpa
Havine early n
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A\ meeting was held in the Eller Memorial Hall, on
\L!”"“\‘_ Sth November, IS8S, for the

{ ] V,y'[;, 1 1!
aani & brancl i—the ¥ P S« D

| i ) | Godire Shor weupied  the han
1 My, | \ vt Wal lectedd Secretary f the mee
1L

() 101100 Mr. W. H. Clark it was wm
n iled to o brat 1 o the 1 !

Sith Bt Nt ‘ P

( :

= 1

i’ 1

i | | . Raol

\ I’ \l M i

R ~ Mo i \. h

! - : ! M

| Mr. W. R. MeDonald

\ n \ : tedd Bofon
the 1 | y Mr- J. K. 1 e
, | | preser | Society witl ne hundh
..};‘,, ! e o ) titu Y

For many vears this Socie was verv active and
niisted t 1y of the ""t‘!"'_"Fi'E"'I in christian

‘.‘w!‘]\ \f,‘"‘ uf O ‘l‘v‘xnllz;u \\-\;‘I\vl‘\ ~I;!] iwml\ }!;:"l\
that which first
ferded them an opportunity of publicly taking some
part in a religious service.

It continued in active operation till after the Rev-

erend Mr. Morton entered upon his ministry here, when

it was superceded by the “Westminister Guild.”
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EPHEN'S CADET COMPANY

[he Guild. as far < this congregation 1 neers
1, ¢ ever | nsidered the same SUCeCess was tl
Cl ti Endeavor Socety. It always had nore o
loss uncertain existence. It was in a dyving conditior
lurine the ministry of the Reverend Mr. Dickie nd
finallv expired about a yvear after the induction of
present l)fl\5='?

There is now no Young People’s Society, as such;
but the Illi!w-};)lv of the (W;i’iﬁlf:f- l leavor Se ] L5\
are i'\“.‘li:(v!;ﬂ‘.f_ to & “l!(.‘:itl exteny,; ir, th rey ii:;!
Wednesday. night service. There are “Look Out” and
‘Devotional Committees,” their duties being to secure

nce of other : | to prepar omethinge ol
which is alwavs announced by the Pastor
fan e "!E'J I thi W 1t 1 Hopi | 1
advantages of the “?JL’;M% l’ leavor S
it multiplving meetings

OO0

Fhe St Stenher { et Corp W . 1zed 1t
October., 1907: the object beire to promots healthy
m <pirit among the b indd 1 develog then
physigue

11 - 4 s 4 . Pe- I3

There 1= a4 committee of management, consisting ol

Mr. James Murray, Chairman:; Mr. Alexander Reid,
Trea urer: Vocere, J L ‘-\‘lil‘n‘, k. W. W. Inches, A. A
Laflin. and R. B. Gibson

T}ll‘lwi;‘}‘ the “To!!i!nr of the t'\Ht!HiY!v"'. neat regu
lation uniforms have been obtained for the boys, which
;UM ;'I"';zli}' 10O lh«' :lppr;n':nu-r 'vf Ihw company.
in this conneetion too inuch praise cannot be given
to Mr. .James \lm'r;\_\, who was the }ll‘ilu‘i;»;x] mover in
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I'HE TRUSTEES

After some delay  “tenders”™ were invited, and  the
contract for enlarcing the church was awarded to Ste-
venson and MeRenzie, on April 26th, I8SS, their tender
bheing 82990,

At a meeting of the Trustees on 14th November fol-
lowing, Mr. Whitlock, on behalf of the buillding com-
mittee, reported that  the rebuilding and furnishing  of
the church had been completed and accepted from the
contractor.

According to the statement of the treasurer the
total expense of rebuilding and furnishing the church
was S4773. Of this amount 83000 was raised on a
morteace from Mr. Philip Breen. It was this morteage
that has been recently burned.

Too much praise cannot be given to Mr. J. T.
Whitlock for the interest he took both in the erection of
the “Elder Memorial”™ Hall and the rebuilding of the
church. He was Chairman of the Board at the time
and most of the responsibility for the undertaking rest-

ed upon him. From beginning to end he financed the

undertaking, and worked hand in hand with the Pas-
tor. Reverend Godirey  Shore, to raise the necessary
funds, and so bring the matter to a suceessiul issue.

The next venture was the purchase of a pipe or

At a mecting of the Trustees held 20th September.
1S9, it was unanimousiy agreed to clese the contract

with the R. S. Williams Co.. Toronto, to build an or

gan, according to specifications  and  desig for the
sum of K1200.
The orcan was tuly installed, and after a period

of fourteen weeks, when Miss Jessie Wall acted as or

ranist, Miss Maria \lexander, our present esteemed
areanist, was appomted to the position on 10th April.
1899

After the mstallation of organ. it was found
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ber, 19049, 1t was decidesd t

y

\ picce of ground  measuringe five foet by seventy
twWo feet, ot the rean f the church, was pure has<ed from
M=, Beard for the sum of X150, \ deed for the same

as ed and duly recorded

The contract for Butlding was awarded to Mr. E
M. Noshitt, the tender heinge K200,

\t ot ongregational meectine held on the 17th
-II.'='1¢.!"\. 1905, when  all the accounts wee ubmitted,
1t was found the tetal cost inenrred was 8532, This ad
dition has greatly improved the appearance of the prop
ort as woell as inere; e the accommodation of the




THE LADIES AID SOCIETY

charged the duties of Treasurer and Secretary, respec
|i\«'1_\A

Mr. T. W. Humphrey has the arduous task of re-
ceiving and checking the  Sunday  offerings. He was
preceded in this office by Mr. L. M. Robinson.

These officers have all been faithful and efficient,

::l::i are i‘i:iui_\ !’n-.\]w"lwi ll‘\' the whole «'nn;l'wf’*’.iun.
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The Ladics” Eid Socicty.

Society hearing the above name 15 of recent

but for convenience it may be used as a start-
.IH‘_: )mi!ul for a few words of .'lppl't'!'i:tliun of the efforts
of the ladies sinee the congregation was oreanized.

\s far back as 1815, we find the ladies promoting a
bazaar to raise funls for the crection of a chureh, with
marked suecess. Sinee then there have been many socie

tie=, whether orcanized or not in the striet sense of the

term., <uch as s ‘.‘.ih.' circles, ote.
The older members of the congrecation, whilst not

inge the efforts of the Iladies in more recent

times, ma

ntain that in their vounger dayvs as much
work was done, involving more self-sacerifice beeause the
congrecation was ~-!n:l”'l‘.

Fhe writer wonld  like to refer to some of the fami-
lies who, in early dayvs, shouldered the burden of respon-
<sibility and took the lead in every cood work, but it
is not expedient.

Mhe work and worth of the Preshyterian ladios s
known to all in the town.

During the past five yvears, in particular, they form-
ed the mselve i!:T-" an A':';::!lir';e!il"a l\!""\'\ N as “'!"H-'
Ladies” Aid Society™ and have been  remarkably sue

r<=<ful
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THE CHOIR

In a congrecation where all the ladies have been so
Nt l‘;‘v-til' it would he ill\il““ll\ 10 ]);1|‘Iit'!l]z:l‘i/t'. l \\'ill
\ill)[ll}‘ mention the names of those whom the ladies of
the congrecation selected to be their official head as
President:

Mrs. Charles Grimmer, 1905-1906.

Mrs. Thompson MeNeill, 1207,

Mrs. W. H. Kevs, 1908,

Mrs. J. D. Lawson, 1909,

The ladies have always been characterized by enthu-
stasm and zeal for the removal of the debt, as well as
a desire to beautify and improve the property.

In addition to their efforts to wipe off the debt,
they have been principally instrumental in paying for
the organ. the builldinge of the annex. ete.

To all the ladies the congregation offers thanks and
atulations.

cony
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CThe Choir.

The choir has been always an integral part of pub-
lic worship. It is required to successfully  conduct the
service of praise,

Before the introduction of instrumental music  in
our church, there was a choir composed as follows:
Mr. Henry Clark, precentor.

Messrs, James G, Stevens, Robert Clark, Henry
Laughiin, Joseph K. Lauchlin, Samuel and William
Gilmore, Misses Katherine Clavk, Letitia Boyle, S. A.
Price, Sarah MeWilliam, Lizzie Lemon. Naney Kirk.
Marian Campbell, Jane Alexander.

Since the introduction of instrumental music—first

1
a melcdeon, then an American orean, and recently a
fragw orvan the fw”:v\‘--!rr; have _xn‘-'»iflw.l at the organ,
Ty
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THE CHOIR

Miss Harriet Gilmore, Miss Grace B. Stevens, Miss
Eliza Stewart, Mrs. John Mudge, Miss Emma Robin-
son, Miss Alice Owen, Miss Reta Clark, Miss Agnes
Clark, Miss Maria Alexander.

The choir at present is composed of the following:
Mr. James Murray, Conductor.

Miss Maria Alexander, Organist.

Soprano: Mrs. R. D. Ross, Mrs. W. McWha, Mrs.
R. B. Gibson, Miss Mary Reid, Miss Celia Clark.

Alto: Misses Myrtle Lowry, Lottie Lowry, Annie
McGeachy, and Leola McWha.

Bass: James Murray, W. Southard.

Tenor: Ed. MecWha, D. McGeachy, M. Buchanan.

The choir is one of the most potent factors in the
church. By its zeal in practising good music, and the
regularity of its members, the Psalmody of the chunrch
has been brouent o a high state of perfection. We
are justly proud of our choir. All its members are wor-
thy of the highest praise. No matter what attractions
there may be elsewhere, seldom do any of its members
absent themselves from the house of God.

Its present high state of efficiency is due largely to
the unwearied efforts of its conductor, Mr. James Mur-
ray, who for a period of over twenty three vears has
guided 1ts affairs. Being deservedly popular with all
its members, he has no difficulty in securing their at-
tendance. It is over  thirty vears since he first became
a member of the choir.

In connection with the choir, reference may now be
made to a matter which, from an historical point of
view, is of interest to this 4'(\!)5_"!‘0*_’11““!1, viz.: “The
Battle of the Organ.”

Early in the ministry of Dr. Elder, the congrega-
tion, in order to aid in the service of singing, made
use of a small melodeon as a help to such of the con-
gregation as took the lead in singing. The use of this
instrument stirred up  the indignation of that worthy

and devoted christian man, Reverend John Turnbull,
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THE CHOIR

who strenuously deciaimed agcainst the use of the melo-
deon, and carried the matter before the courts of the
church.

The use of the instrument being contrary to the use
and wont of the Presbyterian church, a committee  of
the .\'.\'mu] was :l[»i:n'tnlwl to remonstrate with the con-
vrecation reJative to the same,

The Reverend Mr. MeDonald was one of the com-
missioners appointed  to deal with the congrecation,
and preached a fong and  exhaustive and  exhausting
sermon, in which he endeavoured to show the unlaw-
fulness and unseripturalness of instrumental music  in
churches.

His report was submitted to the Synod, but  the
congrecation  still remained l‘t-fl':u't“l'_\.

A deputation again visited St. Stephen, when the
most estimable ministers, the late Reverend Dr. Sedoe-
wick. and the 1ate Dr. MeGrecor, and Dr. Morton, ure-
ed the discontinnance of instrumental music.

A\t this stace. the Session strongly urged delayving
action to extremity, and gave the deputation to un-
derstand that if the Synod enforeed their order to o
away with the melodeon, a serious division in the con-
crecation would be the result, and the effiect most dis
astrous.

Upon this statement. the deputation took counsel
together, and the matter drifted alone until the views
of both ministers and laymen were gradually changeed
i recard  to the nse of instrumental music in  the
churches, and the little melodeon has given place to the
full winded pipe organ. which now helps  to beautify
and adorn the edifice. And now, in almost every chweh,
the organ peals forth  the solemn sounds which ascend
to the praise of that God to whom the Israclites of old
raised their voiees and praised him on psaltery  and
harp. and now, since the peaceful establishment of the

S0

ot. .*!“}-ln'n chureh organ, the "l)ll‘_'""".‘lli"ll. with mem-




THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

ories of the past, weekly sing “Praise God from whom
all blessines flow.” Thus the “Battle of the Organ™
question was first fought in the St. Stephen congrega-

tion.

[ | — > e

The Scventy=fitth Elnniversary.

The congregation  having been first organized sev-
enty-five vears ago, it was deemed proper to celebrate
the event in a becoming way.

At a meeting of Trustees held 20th April, 1609, a
jubilee committee, consisting of  Messrs. Dr. Lawson,
James Murray, and P. G. MacFarlane, was appointed,
with full powers to 1ssue the matter.

In connection with this event it was also decided to
remove the debt which has hampered the activities of
the church for <o many years.

'”H".Hl'_‘"l lh" "ﬁ“""" l’f th" l;l(““v\'. t]l" ;lsﬁiﬁt“l]("' (!f
the Sunday School, and the personal subseriptions re-
ceived by the Pastor, this object has been accomplish-
ed, and the congregation now enjoyvs freedom from
debt.

Jubilee services were  arranced, extending  from
Sunday, 7th to 14th November, inclusive, this vear.

The observance of the anniversary was commenced
by Professor J. W. Falconer., M.A., B.D., of the Pres-
byterian Colleze, Halifax, who conducted public wor-
<hip on Sunday, the 7th  November, both  moraing
and evening. His sermons, which were listened to by
large and appreciative congregations, were  scholarly
and editying.

His subject at the morning service was founded on
Matthew 16: 17-18, “Peter’s confession of faith in  the
Divinity of Christ—the rock on  which the Church is
founded.”
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THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

In the evening his subject was “The authority of
Christ in religion,” taken from Matthew 28: 18,

There was also a service for children  at  three
o'clock., when a helpful address was delivered by  the
Reverend R. S. Underwood, of the Congregational
Church, Milltown, N. B. '

Monday evening the Sth November, was devoted
to Missions, when a  thrilling address was delivered by
the Reverend James Ross, Superintendent of Missions,
his subject being “Christian Empire Building.”

By way of variety there was an organ recital, on
Tuesday the 9th November, by D. Arnold Fox, of St.
John, assisted by Au' - Dewar as soloist and the
«‘}lui.!'.

On Wednesday evening, 10th November, public wor-
ship was conducted by the Reverend W. H. Smith, Ph.
D., of Fredericton, who preached an able sermon on
“A fundamental principle in Christ’s teaching concern-
ing the Kingdom.”

The congrecation was large and representative, the
Methodist and Bapt st Churches having united with us
on this oceasion.

The elimax of the celebration was reached on Thur-
sday evening. the 11th November, when there was a
concrecational  catherine. The edifice was crowdad to
the door:, and on excellent feeling pervaded the large
conregation.

On the nlotform with the Pastor were His Worship
Mavor Grimmer, and  Reverends Gordon Dickie, W. W.
Rainnie, (Presbyvtorian): Ven. Arch. Newnham. (Church
of bngland); 2. Howard, (Methodist); W. C. Goucher,
C. Sterhing, J. Cromwell Huches, (Baptist); R, S, Un-
lerwood, O G MeCully, (Congregational).

Greetings from the Preshvtery of St. John were
«")I;‘.")v’ti E'} “-"m'l'w'lti !;HI‘-IHII “iz“\iv‘. .‘Hi-l “w"w'l‘“ll'l “.

\. Laflin, Dr.

W. Rainnie, and brief  speeches from A

Lawson, J. G. Stevens and P. . MacFarlane.
Then took place the “Buarning of the Morteage™ by
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THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Mrs. Henry Clark and Mr. Henry Laughlin, whilst the
choir sang the Doxology.

Following this Miss Grace B. Stevens, in an avpro-
priate speech, presented, in the name of the congrega-
tion, bouquets to Mrs. Clark and Mr. Laughlin.

Greetinze were then conveyed from the town by His
Worship, Mayor R. Watson Grimmer, and from the
other denominations by the visiting clergyvmen.

Afterwards the congregation adjourned to the “Eld-
er Memorial” Hall, where refreshments were served. A
short speech was made by Mr. J. T. Whitlock, who
was unavoidably prevented from attending the former
part of the proceedings.

Before the meeting adjourned Mrs. J. D. Lawson,
daughter of the late Judge Stevens, on behalf of the
ladies, presented the Pastor, Reverend L. B. Gibson,
with a bouquet of roses as a slight token of their ap-
preciation of his services,

On Friday night, 12th November, Preparatory ser
vice was conducted by the Reverend Gordon Dickie,
M. AL who took as his subject, “What is truth?”’

The anniversary services were brought to a close
on Sunday, HMth November, when the Pastor preached,
and dispensed communion at the morning service.

The congregation greatly appreciated the services of
those who took part.

Reference must here be made to the important part
the choir had in the celehration, amd to Miss Celia
Clark, Mrs. John Wall, Miss Lois Wry, Mr. Aubrey
Dewar, and Mr. Herbert Moore, who kindly rendered
solos.

The choir was at its best, and it anthems were
greatly appreciated.

These Jubilee services, which nark an epoch in the
history of the church, are now a matter of history,
but the memory of them showld influence us for the
future.
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F'HE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

We should go forward determined to do still nobler
thines than were accomplished by our fathers.

This sketch, bearing as it does many imperfections
owing to lack of time to thoroughly revise and rewrite
it. will nevertheless call to mind many of those who
walked our street< and  worshipped in our church in
vears gone by.

During the past seventy-five years our town and
congregation have experienced many changes.

We cannot doubt but  still greater changes  will
take place during the next seventy-five or one hundred
vears. The question may well be asked, what then
will our town and church be like?

“Who'll press for gold each crowded street,
A hundred years to come?

Who'll tread yon church with willing feet,
A hundred yvears to come?

Pale, trembling age, and fiery youth,

And childhood with his brow of truth,
The rich and poor, on land and sea,
Where will the mighty miliions be,

A hundred years to come?

We all within our graves shall sleep
A hundred years to come;
No living soul for us will weep.
But other men ovr land will till,
A hundred years to come;
And others then our streets will fill,
And others” lips will sing as gay,
And bright the sunshine as to-day,
A hundred years to come.”
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The Prestyterian Church, St. Stiphen, N. B

n remembrance

o belonged to the comgregation in the past
and

@ ribute of love to the livimg

and co-operation the writer has nceasingly
enpoyed since hiv induction to the Pastorate
tiis brief record

is

respectfully and affe tionately

dedicated







