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ni' Till'; COUNCIL OF THE FENIAN liROTllKlill

«-

The Council of the I-Vninn Brotlicrhood hcM tlicir sciiii-auiiuai x'-vmnh
( 'oiistirutioTi pi-ovide-, in flic lir^t. week ol" Felu'nary, and .>])ciit live d;iv< in
d.'!d«cr:iti()n, iii roirnrd to the ]»rcscnt state and future prospects ui' Ireland

1 i.«' TMidirinn o! ilu- i.rpuii/nfion was ])roved to be niosi saiisiaetorv, and a ji

iMpid increase of its constiruonts is in |.ru<:ress. Financiallv, the Brotherho
:;n (jxeelleut ])osition. and is continually ;4r()winLi' stron-cr. d1ie work to \

'i'votcs !t< enerui* :icri\<'i_v hcini: »'ar]-icd on, and with the most cnconrai,-'

.
Ajid ihc ( Vuincil feel the fidlcst .....rnK'nce in the attainnuait of t7i

ohj(.(! of I'cinaidsni at a <lay not wry distant, as also in the sonndnew< -i

eieiny of the policy winch ii is juir^niiiL:- to tliat end.

The Council. llhTcd'ore, |»rc|.ai'ed this address to the niend»ers (>( the
H.ro!heihood atid Iri-h Revolutionary I^rotherhood, and all Ireland's frie
-vmpatln/ers throu.iihuut the ^vorld, and <lirected th:it it he issued hv (he (1
r uiive in their name, on the folloninL; anniversarv of St. Patrick And as i

! uit the tune had now conic when the ])o^ition and fixed i)rinciples of the 1

ho-d ^h.Miid he i.u!)licly dehned and iM^ciainied, the (omicil passed the f(

!oar resolutions, in rc-ard thereto, that thev nii.o'ht he included in this ad<lr
io which all iiicnil'^ -f tlie {-^ nian P>roilierhood are rctjidnM to confonn
-pecch and conduct.

Iirsrdfjff.on FlrsL--T\u\t no orpmi/ation otluu- than thehodv Icalh- incoriu1- .a... 11 1... • • - - - ..•-.' t
^
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tllLTrf.i, tll.Mt \\u s llllLl'ht "liulcd id (lii^ ;i,l.:t,

•ju'ci'u mill I'oiHluct.

'1' i' ;i<Mn'SM".i lirothrrt).

lu'^'dnthn Hiron<L TliMt tli»' jM.licyof tlio Fmian IJrotherlKUHl. 'm .•or.-n-

MiplKH-t of \\\v I. K. I?, nil, I fhcir opcrntion-, vi\\\ lu'vcr hn clmiiL .

•'<'•

in ]>i-()tlu'rli. ::;, ,-! n. hkmiiIkm's ("ver join nii\ m -MFii/.Mfi.ii mi ..

artnck (»n ("aiia'la, ..r ,,n anv otlirr h'rritnrv -ai iliU ^i.h- nf ilic Afl.-mfir, .%
ihc conx'Mt of the (iovn-iiiiicut of the l'nih'<l States.

ih.^olufvn) Thiro !,Mt the PVrna.. Hn.ilierhood, .;. .u.^s in< ..i i.M.ur.Ki
^'!^' linlliif, oIvimL

, siifVcml to he dissolved or weak. nc<l n
nl)H'cr ol iMMiianism (mentioned in the 2d section, 1st nrt;,-!.. r.f f]„> c.fjj,,
adopted Anu-nst. LS/VJ, ) shall have hren Fnllv attained,

*'
.

-
' ^'^''il- l'"^' l'"lit V (,| liu, j-eiiiaii iiiuiii-iiaxid towjin

orpini/aiions ot Irishmen, (daiinin.Lr to \>v patriotic, will \,r mic .d' tolerat
ahstentint! tr(»TM interfcrcnff^ ^vith their m(,\ (.i,,('TiN.

^ '•. i*' '*'" ^''^
' iMiaiKi have attempted to interfere with the a

emancipation, \^y mi-n
i

.,
., .,.;in- the character and ol,jeets of the patriotic oi

noiib which M'.-.v tlevoted to her national salvation. The ( 'onneil of tlie
lirotherhood -nrdv n^d in flw. Fm.o rd" a'! HiM H k i

1

1<], vrhut the blander- (

aina,!j,oi^

iHVStU/, 1 luit iiu- ta-aiii/a!ion which thcv rejax-s^nt is not a secret societ'"^ '-imW* >•
.

'• M,<- F,>nia]i Brotlu-rhoodjiehlin 1S(;3,m dir:..;
^......^ ii, p.nn ,^M..- I,, i he world, said: " Tiie Fenian P.n >therhood is no

^ .ciy inasnmch as IK, j.U^due ,d* seerecy, exj)ressed (»r implied, is demandc
thP<Mndi,lMr- t..rnH.nd..>--]Mp thrrrof, Tieitlh "

'

\\ an nath-hound societv.
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whnrever is i'(H|uir('<l, in oi'dtT to (Mitille a tnan i<> all the privilo.m's ol' ilic asso-

11." 'I'liis rosoliitioii has Ix'cii Mdopu'd in spirit <>r word liy ovei'v Congress ot" tlic

lerhood licld since, and a ( 'ircn!;ir ( No. V)) r^M'tcratinu; tins principle was issncd

\v present ( 'hief l-'xe(Utiv(\

"oruIh/.—~r\\i\t the lunis (tt l'\'nianisin i\:v not sn1)versi\(^ of reliLrion or civil

"V, hnt the reviTse : tlie l^'enian I)rorherho()d hcini-- a leu^aUv incorporatt'd hodv.

r tlie laws of the State of X(mv l['<.rk and of the riiited States, and its o])cn

;c ot" frntennty hindinu' the mcmhers thereof to do their ' Mitniost to promote
liTs of love, harnion\ and nintual forliearance anKUis-- Irisinnen and all lo\t'rs of
y." ^Ir. Gladstone lias ndmitled that the de^ clojinient (A' l'"enianisni conipelh'd

lisest:it)lislnnenr act ; and Mr. I'riuht has (kM'lnred that the reform act was
isarv to mnke the T)nss;iL:e ol" discstal)lishm('nt f(\'isi!>le. And it is \et to he shown
the aims of Feniniainsm resnltinu- in the reform and dlsestahlishment acts jire

rsivc o\' reliLiion <^r civil society.

lirdly.—That l-'eniairs do not oi-u'ani/e a^-ninsl legitimate aciiiovify, hnt to

'h and spread the hles^inLi's of a jnst political system, and to nnudiorat(, (hf^eon-

1 of ])coplc ^vho sniTer not from legitimate antliority hnt fr(.m illegitimate eo-

ti. Mr. I>rig!it has trnly said of this so-calle;l "h>gitimate anthoritv;" 'Mf
idy were to atttMnpt to ^ct nii in England what England ha^ set np in Ireland,

and Avonhl he in a condition of perpetual anai'chy and constant reNolt."

lese statements as to the >tatns. character and pm'pose of Fenia.nisnj can iie

ed hy anyhody wlu) will tal^e the tronhle to investigate the true nature (d' the
lerhood.

e House of Connnons has shown that it has no resjteet for its own statutes
e an Irishman is I'oncerned. The rejiM-tion of O'Donovan lv<i>s;i has not de-
hI him nordeprived him of his right, l»ut has disgraced those wlm xoted for it

id. Wilkes said :

-'' If once the Mini-I ry siiall he permiited to v;iv whom \\w
)rs shalf not ehoo>e, the next steji will he to t(dl them wliom ihev shall choose.''

has come to pass. I'he Premier has dictated the I'lection of O'l^onovan Rossa's
[lent.

len the (p.iestion was put to the \()t.e there were three lumdred against freedom
ectioii in 'rip})erary, and only eig'iit in (hMcnce (d' it. W'iil ihc peo].h> of Ireland
take this oft-re{)eated lesson to lieail ? In the London Parliament there is al-

against thetn a majorit;. -! ;-^ •; nv. The readiness with which that i*ar-

'Ut passes tlie severest iiieasui-es of repression lor ii-el-ind is another proof of its

want of res])eet for Irish opinion rn.^ssports, donueiliary \ isii<, arhitrary ar-
and the reign of the militar\ ;iiid police are the onlv means h\- which Ireland

ot governed, hut held in restraitil. I'he resort i.'tiir -t:ii( iegc is a con
»n of inahility to govern Indand. I•^u^ ;i- ( .ivour remarked, any one can rule
a state of siege.

f^ M\>iinrt> Hill lit' ilin P»i-iti\:1> f^ !. .^/n'n i. w»i<f ! ^^ >wv%f !.,.>'..... !..> »...l.i:.. It 1 l.V.



^vs tlint tlh' tenants liavi- some ri^liis as wvil as (111110,-^. 11 it jtasses. ii. will haxc
.^()(Hl('riWt of j.utlinu- an end lo \]insv lan<llon1s' felonies wliidi tli(> (omfs ,,f

i.->riee'Mtave sanctioned, and to j)rotect the pei-petration of wliidi an ai'nn <»f

stahulary lias been !naintaine(i. And even if ir do not (juite pin an end to the
ilord and tenant war, ir will teia! to miriL^aI(> it. \vhih" it will transier the scene
rhe conflict ffoni tlie roadside to the coints of law.

1ie two oroat evils of Jrisli tennre arc insccnrity and confiscation of inij.ro\('-
its made \>y (^tiit<;oinL:- t(Miants. The renicdics for tliesc are secui-ity o{' temire and
i])ensatioin The nicasnre n(nv pa sitiu' tin'on-li the Parliament docs indeed afford
iter soenrity and some compensation to Irish tenant- ; hnt it falls vei'v Inr short
o,hat is Tiece>sary to I'ai-e them fi-om the condition of vei-fs, In<eci!i-il"v (d' tennre
two chief sources— the landletter's caprice and the ahscncc of' anv limit to an in-
ise of the tenants' rent. The Ker,"an renu^dy for these is. '' l-^ixitv i,\' 1\Miinv and
nation (d' IJents."' Urn no reasonable man could expect a rarliament of land-
is to concede, as much as this.

lierefore, this hill, which was to he ^' a death-hlow U^ Fenianism," will not em-
rass Feniani^m in the least. For the sake of the Irish farmers we wish the hill
heen more liheral. Instead of fearing a pMul Land F»ill we hope<l for it ; and
hotter tlie nu'asure the better would it suit t)ur views. l-\)r the settlemciit of
( 'hui-eh and Land (picstion^ will Liive Liieatta- prominence to Ireland's autonom\-,
eh is the only <rreat (juestion that Fenians have ever attemjtted to soh e. Idie

I is the (pi(>stion of a sect; the second, that of r. (djis> : the thii'(l, tliat of tlic

• le people. Until they t^et this la^t tluw can ex])ect no justice and liavc no
2e.

n order to induce the parliamentary landlords to jtass this, tlie first Tm-asm-c of
ection foi' tenants in two hinidi-ed ycai's, the ministerial newspapers dc(dare that
le landloi'ds will irain imuH-nsely by it, nothing is taken iVom them, tlieir incomes
increased, their rent^ an> rendere(j more secure, and their social siai tis i> tenderh
:ecttMl.'' J]iit thc>e praises should not prejudice the ti'mint^ against ihe bill, nv
d them to their own interest whi«'h it will und( vuliledl \- sei\e. It nia\ lunethe

t ot makini: Irishmen of the lamllords, an(i ]\\u< o\' (^-tablishiuL'; better relations
\ccn them and tlu^ cidti\ators of the soil.

riiatevci- may be (he shorteominL:s of tlu»se Knii'lish nicasui-es (ov Irish urievances
nr e\c-, we mu.-t u-t re. crlook their ad\antaLres to tlie cause ; \>\ ]'.< edneatin"-of
)>uhlie mind to theintensity (d* oppression wliieli has called lorth and necessitated
t under other eircumstances mi;iht heoiiuMiicii acts of wholesale am<dioration. Ire-

1 has noi wanted for advocates of ])ower and pa-sionate chMpience. Her name and
oiial sorrow are synonymous ine\( ry eorn(»r of the earth : hut the <'onieni})tuous
er of the Fress and Farliamcnt of ( rreat F>ritaiTi claiming to bo standaids of hu-
ity and civilisation, vitiated public eonsi<leration into doubt oi' Ixr patriots as
ai'.OLilies and laiL'-cdv reduced th(> \it:d svTnii:ith\' of the hmn'in luMii-f <•/>!' flw^.r^







tliscussioii^ iii--]>i[, \ hv iHMiianisiii. :in(i iho L:i**';if''r n<liiii>>i(>i!,> riTi'nlh rt'cnrdi'd (sn

theStatuh' iMxtk
,
.' 'iiif."^'l :'t'iii;i!'k;i!»l(' in \ic\\of prrvioiis <'(){i! iiniclv. Tlicv afc

also worlliy of iioU .' ''Ti \i\kv\\ -I;ni(l:n-<1 iiv w hicli to jihi-f oi' ili.- inll iiciici- ot

those wlio .-itn'mpt ;o (iiscoiuitcnaTU'c Fciiianhviii, ! lie ]>n>ci-a.-t iiiatiiiL:,- ])an'iols on the
one liar.d, who are alwtvs wnitit'L:: tV r :he p'ood linic comii!;:, and (h) nothing- to
make it conic ; and ihc !narj»h)ts on thr < 'he;-, who s[i-i\i' f,) jii-cncim (^tlicrs tVvnn
(h'in'^' that which they knn\ 'hey cannot acliicvc theni^c!\..' , rhc<c pcisnjis lielioM

Inananisni proiiTc^sive. powc d, pi-actical ihrv set^ it i-ationn]. thon-h nnconipro-
mi^iiVL^-. ;is]>irinLi- and achiininu. an.d actiialJy h^i-eonic jeah)us ol

'

ciiiciency hv rea-
son ol* their o^v^ e(>n-'cioii< ii:acti\ uy.

Tliere arc twonther hroniin.ait has]) -rievances hesitU's tlint (- Lead. •''•f»Mal-
adtnini-fation ol' Jn-tn'c. and )".\ee>^iM> Tnxaiion. The te'.dci*! , ? reiiui'e
Act wii! he to ]-ender the forncer uri(\anc(^ n ore nniv i>alhand 'jM\'.--ivel\' telt than
tner. Jnd-cs, sheriiV^. nia;ii-t rates, and jni<.i-., i\\i :oini.d hy the (h-ouaron aTJti-
Iri-li j.riiicijdes. i^ a sy '( ai ot jiidiiial aihniJii-tration not calcuhiicd to r<aare con-
fidtMicc in the conrt- n, ir-pect for the hnv, X(>t]!in;j- q; aw-ahidin"-
as th(* knowKMlo-e tliat hieti they ohey are th.ar )- .. \tet 'ic I'coph' ol'

i^'tdand cannot r(dy on .,,. i m, .dn aistrati(Mi of tic w- -^o ;. -i-- a-* its -Khninis-
"• 'or> ai-c not protcetc'' Mj. , ,

'm ',,;, ;,,),{ c, ,(.,.(.], ,,, ,

on j.. a" ant to ])a\ e h-i ler
'

havi Ih Ivv judL;'e>. d'hv i

and th<M" " no other i"t nc(

The ('
,il

t i'C ( 'i'ow n. 1 1 is

't is a hnndretl"!'()hi more IK i sarv to
ana all oth( r unaevan<( ^ is aiiiai domination-

ni t hall '-clt-;.::;o\ ernnaaii

'ii onhl III" t cM.'phatioally call attention ;o i]\c o-id propairandiMii ni

'•'•'h- i^i -i" '" i -' waaiiie * t for li-chmd, and to the distinrtne-- w itlfAx liich tlie
ardei]t siadim.a.: .- favca of ;his ohject shapes itself at ia-a^ d'o kn-.w precisidv
what we watit '

m,
,

stcj. t(wvard^ its attainment. I indelinite demand
seems .'xorhitant

;
lai

>

'':-• world will sympathise with ^
' iini'whai is

the least that Indand (, > r.)n[(!ii..dly a^rept, The very least is an ackiiouled-ment
ot h-r natinnhood. Irehmd can iicmm- ]>v pro^j.erous <a- respected iiiiiil this mnel, is
aclneved. It re<'oieniends ii -. If t- . ail ciccd. and da ,.; h! . proolr n\ Ireland
and wonld provt' iHaiedeial in ilu-ni r\eryone. Its advanta-e> aiv '

!iianii',-( 'that
mnnia-ffns lri>hni(ai of eminence and inflntaicc, outside of tlie Fenian rank-, have Cli-
eonra<;e(l us io procec(| hi o!ir\vo]-k and prtani-td a-, tlu-' '

'

it to a sati<!'actor\' enil.
hriiiL'

h

' ^^h''' i"«-^ <l<'>i'-
'!

"'<a-v Ivi-li Tiationalist is to restore pea<-e, pr(p<peritv and
aj pines> to his lon--.>iilIerin,- (oiintry. I».„t (Jds muional ' tion cm neVer he

nehieved except thnai:..:h o-!f .meui.
, -aained

except hy elfecLin- Mudi a chan-c .n lii- relatise |.omiio!i .a aid and I'hi-la'nd a^
will render the former eonntry th(> ^r ,t no hai-ei' oi otlu-r. 'idds p'ilith'al
ciian^^e camiot he effected hy mere a.miation or iK'litioninii -t must dri.c..! .>., tl'..>
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ot <;overiicrl, hut- licld in i-c^tniijit. 'Vhv resort to the stntc ol' sir^o is ji con-
II of inal)ilitv to ^a)vern lri'l;in<l. F<ir, as Cavour rcniarkcd, any one can rule
a state of sicLi'e.

:^ Tenure I)ill of the Britisli (ioverninent is now hufore tlie pulilic. It lias dis-

nted the expectations in wliich many were so foolish as to inilulL-;*', and it will

to he far from a satisfactory -ciHcutent of t]iv Irish Lund (jurstion : l.ui it is

3ry lu'st wliicli can he hoped for fi-om an alien leL^nslatnrc.

herto the lack of justice lo the tenant has lar-cly p;dliate(,l if it lias not coni-
V vindicated in the puhlic conscience the \iolent acts to which he hiad resort to
or reven.txe the outra^-es of the landionl. 1-ai-lish law left the Irish tei' iit a
L-eless victim to the landloi-d : ami, where neither law nor e<|uilv came h(>iween
ii'd-workinix, .uoaded tenant and accumulatinL; outraj^-e or annihilation, a per-
invocation to the wild justice of reven-e wa- readily defended hv the peoples'
!thy, as the last resource in \ indication of a life of lahor, and in protection of
})arents and children. Hence the Kockite threat was the counterpart of the
ary notice to (piit. The Whitehoy oruani/ation was the corndative of the
bar bri^-ade. J>ut, heneeforth, we trust that there will he no excuse hd't for
an crinie, Avhether comnntted \>\ landlord or hy tenant, and tliat these deph)r-
eeds will, therefore, c<'ase. Mr. Gladstone's P)ill contains two hold and liberal
pies which sliould recommend it to the Irish tenants. It nw(>rses the false and
table })resuniption, always acte<l on }>y die men who adnnnistered *• iustice" in
d, that all im]>rovenients on a farm are made hy th(^ landlord ; and it aeknow-



I1tll\ (ttl^l

)ii;i] sorrow arc synoiivinoiis inevcry coi-ncr of \]\v oarlli: hut the ('onti'ni])tuons
.M- of t])(' I'l-css and Parliament of (rrent l>ri[ain daimin;: to ho standai'ds of hn-
ity and livili/.ntion, \itiati"d jtuhlic considci-atiitn into doid)t oi' her ]iatriots as
nn;,)w|i(>s -ami harcixdy rtMiuccd thr vital sympathy (d" ihv human licart for those
Xi^\('^ a-ainst oppression into mere jiity for the nn fortunate. Now the ih's-

ions foiccd ujion Tress and rarlianuMd hy sne1i measnn^s as the IJeform IJill, tlie
reh Pdll and the !.atid-'l\'nnre l>ilL i^reatly hc^nelit Indand iiy creatitii:, tondiiio-

elieitini;' Ji pnhlie oj)inion wliieh we h)nu,' needeiL rnhlie opinion is to the nations
the worhl wlial a Liood opinion of a fannly is toit ,".mon<4' its neiLihhors. ^V (guarantee
)nesty, of upriii'htnes^ (^f p!iipose,of moral di^-nity, (d" manly inde})eiidenee. ddiis
n( respect to the opinion of matikind is alluded to in tlie vvvy first p;ira<;ra])h of
Deelaratiou of AnK^riean Jndepend<>nee, and is a necessary eomponcnt in the for-
on of trtie (diaracter.

enee th<» o])inion now hein^x eoncentrntiMl on Irish affairs eannot ])ut elevate the
of Irchmd in tlie estimation of the world.

rery concession ma.dc hy the I>ritis]i liliTUsIrT to Ireland is an adnn>sion to the
d tliat I'.nuland has heen in tlie wroni;- and Ireland in the riniit—that Feinanism
e ener;;j'etic ex})onent and organizer of Irish sentinients on Irish KiLthts, was ne-
iry

;
and that it is neci^ssaiy , ajid ^vill he necessary \s hile a concession r<miaius for

and to conceive as a pea<'e (dTerinu' to Ireland, or the schednle of ^•rievanrc^s on
;^^enian prog-ramme of action is not wipi^l out.

le admissions made by Mr. (ilad>tone, Mr. I5riL;lit and their assoeiiites in the







nchicve(. excej.t t.hroiidi ^-If-n^ ^ nnumt. 8('li--(,vrriiiiie. •;,,,.,,.! h,' ..l.tainH
cxcvj.t l.y cnectm- sucli ;i .han-c in il,.. relalivc ]K)>it ion- c.f , ,;ni.! an, I Mn-laii.l a^
svill nai^ha- tli(« ioiaiHa- vnwuwy the sr

. ct no l..nuci- cf ,)t!„.i-. 1'!iis 'p,.liti.'al
cliaii,^(' (-11111.

.(, l.tM'rfoi-re.l l.v iiHM't' a-irati(.ii ()r j.cliti()iiin'_:
( Miii^t .Irpciu' op \Uv

einplovnient of ].hysical Inn.' ThcR" can iriio sullicimi .irat-Ml inr j !,i / ,,,,1-
poso without nni{y aii.l or-..ni/ation anion- i!ationali>fs ti- m-U,-^ In ..nirr to
perpetuate the orL-ani/ation in Irelainl, it is niMc^sarv (!,ar it . . .uM he Mi«;taine.i l,v
the I'enian Jirotlierlioo.i (.1 .\(nerica, which is ai.lr t<. iv-oi-aiii^,- it ;.s olh.,i -. jl".power or arts (,i ihe enemy .ivafe (onfusiiMi in its ranks. IV^ndlv aceeoiin^r this
mission, tne Fenian lirolherhoo.l, stn.n::- in ll,e unity of its eent ral a-hnini^trntion
eoncvals neither the names ot its memLers nor its ohjeets, o-U proiallv hears aloft the
^^lonons hannerof the eause, until siieh Tnne us the lea,' , of the J Lome Ornanizu-
tiOTi shall l)e prepared to unfurl it (leiianlly upon lii-h .m.iL

(// iff Kr< c n 1 , . . F( n it t n flmf/, ( rhonn














