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;^^- TRAVELS OP

RICHARD POCOCKB,
uuiJii-

L.L.D, F.R.S,

»

THROUGH EGYPT.

X]ITERSI>BRSSA WITH ksMARKS AND OBSt R VAtl6N5|

BY CAPTAIN NORDEN.

DR. niCHARD POCOCKE, dlftantly related

to that eminent orientalift. Dr. Edward Po-

cocke, was bora in Southampton, in 1704. Ho
received his fcholaftic learning at his native

place, under the tuition of his father, and his

academical at Corpus Chrifti College, Oxford

}

where he took the degree of Doctor of Laws,
being then precentor of Lifmore, in 1733. Four
years after, he commenced his travels, and re*

turned in 1742. In 1756 he was prorpoted to

the bifliopric of Offory, and afterwards tranilated

to that of Meath, in wiiich fituation he died iii

176$, t)f an apople^ic ftroke, while in the courfc

oiftbe viiitntion of his diocefe.

His travels have gained him diftinguiflied re-

putation
J
and had he purfued them in company

with Captain Nordcn, wiio was then wig^iged iiv

Vol. XIII. ? limiiar
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limilar purfuits, and who was perfciSthr ikllled in

the art ofdrawing,each would have renc£led luflre

on the other, and made their jpint labours Uje

admiration of all pofterlty : but they wera not

apprized of each other's intentions, though in the

faLie country at the fame time, and therefore no
rivalry or blame can be imputed to either. This
gentleman, fome of whole remarks we ihall co-

py to enrich Dr. Pococke's account^ was a captain

in the Daniih navy, and was fent into Egypt by
the expreis order of his fovereign, to take draw-
ings, on the fpot, of the moll remarkable obje6ts

of Egyptian antiquities. Though perhaps infe-

rior in general learning, particularly in languages,

to Dr. Pocbcke, he was univerfallv efteemed as

a gentleman and a fcholar, and was admitted in-

to feveral learned focieties, as a-compliment for

his ingenious labours j but he did not live long

enough to enjoy thofe honours, having paid the

debt of nature foon after his return. %

We embarked at Leghorn, fays Dr. Pococke,
on the /th of September 1737, and after a week's
paffage from the time we loft fight of Sicily, ar-

rived at Alexandria in Egypt.

This country, for many ages, was governed by
its own kings, till it was conquered by the Per-

sians, under Cambyfes, At length, Alexander,
by the conqueft of Perfia, became mafter of
Egypt alfo, who made Ptolemy, his general, its

king} under whofe defcendants it remained tiU

it became a Roman province.

On the divifion of that empire, Egypt fell to

the emperors of the eaft 5 but foon after the efta-

blifliment of the Mahometan religion, it was
wrefted from them by the Saracens, and was

. governed by different f^imilies, till, in 12/0,

the
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s, and v/as

the Mamalivke government took place, under
which conftitiUioiij a flave was always advanc-

ed to the throne, in prejudice to the right of li-

neal fucceffion. This lingular cllablilhment

was fupprelFed by the Sultali Selim, and fince

bis time, Egypt has remained annexe^ to the

Ottoman Porte.
'

Alexander, admiring the fituatlon of the ^n-t

clent Rhacotis, ordered a city to be built there,

which was called after hiS own name. This new
city became the capital of the kingdom ; and the

Arabian hiftorians fay that, when it was taken
by the Saracens, it was fo magnificent and exten-

iive, that it contained four thoufand palaces, as

many baths, four hundred fquaies, and forty-

thoufand tributary Jews.
The ports of Alexandria were formed by the

Ifle of Pharos, which extended acrofs the mouth
of the bay, and towards the weft end was united
to the continent by a caufeway and two bridges,

ninety paces long. On a rock, at the eaft end of
the iiland, ftood the famous Pharos, or light-

houfe; probably on the fpot where one of the
two callles is now erefted, at the entrance of the
new port. Within this entrance, fome pillars

may be feen in a calm fea, which are probably
the remains of that fuperb ftru6lure.

Nothing can be more beautiful than to view,
from hence, the mixture of antique and modern
monuments, which every where falute the view.
Having pafled the fmalleft caftle, called the little

Pharrillon, a row of great towers appears, unit-

ed by a ruinous wall. On advancing, New Alex-»

andria difplays its minarets, and Pompey*s co*

lumn prefents its magnificent iliaft.

]B Z The
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The old walls of the city feem to havr been
built on the eminence that extends from Cape Lo-
chias toward the; eall, the remifiins of a fpacious

portal>being^ill vifible in the road to Rofetto j and
from thence a continuation of the walls may be
traced to the canal. They were beautifull/

built of hewn ttone, with femicircular towers

t>\enty feet in diameter^ and about one hundred
and tliirty feet afunder, with deps at each, ta

afcend to the battlements.

The inner walls of the old city, which appear

to have been built in the middle ages, are much
iironger and higher than the outer, and are de-

fended by large high towers.

The palace, with the fuburbs belonging to it,

conftituted a fourth part of the city. Within
its precin6ts was the mufeum or academy, and
the royal place of fepulture, where the body of
Alexander was depofited in a cotfin of gold«

This being removed, one of glafs was fubftituted

in its room j and it was probably in this condi-

tion, that Auguftus took a view of the corpfc of
the Macedonian hero, fcattering flowers over it,

and adorning it with a golden crown.

The principal llreet, which extended from the

gate of Necropolis to the gate of Canopus, is

faid to have been one hundred feet wide, and
unqueftionably contained many magnificent
buildings, as appears from the remaining pillars

of granite. Among thofe were the Gymnafium,
or public fchool, whofe porticos occupy a great
extent ; and the Forupi, or court of julUce^ which
probably fl:ood nearer the fea.

. , The moft extraordinary remains of antiquity,

however, are the cifterns built under the houfcs
of Alexandria^ and fupported by arches or co-

lumns
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lumns, for receiving the water of the Nile, by
the canal of Canopus, iis they do to the prefent

time. This canal approadics the wails near

Pompey's pilliflr, and has a paflfage under them.

Hiftory informs us, that it was made to facilitate

the conveyi^nce of goods from Cairo to Alcxan*

dria, without expoling them to the dangers

that attend the pallage of the mouth of the Nile«

But it anfwered a far more beneficial purpofe,

by fupplying the Alexandrians with freib water,,

of which the city was deftitutc.

The decay of commerce, and the revolutxona

the country has undergone, have occafioned

the negle6t of this fplendid and ufeful worlcj

and it has rtow fcarcely water enough to fupply

the refervoirs of new Alexandria, However,
from the place where the aquedu6l begins, it is

lined witli walls, which may be traced the whole
length of the plain, up to Alexandria. When
that city was in a flouriihing condition, it was
full of fubterraneous refervoirs, but moft ofthem
are now filled upj though the materials^ of whicK
they were compofed, are flill in many places un-
decayed and entire.

The principal part ofthe flones and bricks be-
longing to Old Alexandria have been removed to
build the new ; fo that only a few houfes at the

llofetto and Bagnio Gates, fome mofques, and
three convents, remain within the ancient walls.

The Mofque of the one thoufandandone Pil-

slars, as it is called, ftandsnear the Gate of Ne-
cropc^s»-This ftm^ure, it is faid, was originally

dedicated to St. Mark, being ere6ted near tlic

(fpot where the evangelifl fuffered martyrdonrt, .

The other great mofque is that of St. Athana^
I'fius, where there was doubtlefs a church of thj

^ B a fauio
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fame name. At the church of the Copti con*

vent, they pretend to iliew the head of St. Mark.
The Greeks and Latins have alfo each a convent,

within the precin6ts of the old city.

All over its fite are feen fragments of marble

columns, the fplendid veftiges ';f its former mag-
nificence. Among the reft is a fquare obeliik,

iixty-three feet high, of one fingle piece of gra-

nite j but two of its fides are fo disfigured by time,

that it is almoft impoffible to trace on them the

Hierogliphics, with which they were covered.

This ftill retains the appellation of Cleopatra's

Obeliik.

That lofty Corinthian pillar, raifed in honour
of Pompey, is fituated on a fmall emiuence, to

the fou^h-weft of the walls. Near it are fome
fragments of pillars of granite marble, four feet

in diameter j and evident traces appear of fome
tnagnificent building having been contiguous.

The pillar itfelf is of granite ; and befides the

foundation, confifts of only three ftones. The
capital is computed at eight or nine feet, and is

of the Corinthian order. A hole having been
found on the lop, it is conje6tured, that this co-

lumn was formerly crowned with a ftatue. The
ihaft> including the upper torus of the bafe, is of
one piece, and meafures eighty-eight feet nine
inches in height. The elevation of the whole is

about one hundred and fourteen feet.

Beyond the Canal of Canopus, to the weftward,
are fome catacombs, which confift of, feveral

apartments cut out of the rock, on each fide of
an open gallery. *

^

The borders of the canal are covered with
different forts of trees, and peopled by 'flying

ca'aips of Bedoweens; or wandering Arabs> who

i. ./ gain
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gain a miferable fubfiftence by feeding their

flocks.

On the Hiore near the city are cavities in the
rocks, where the inhabitants ufed to retire for

the fake of cooluefs, and to enjoy the profped of
the paffing fcene. Some jutting rocks furnilhed

a delightful fitilation, and the natural perfora-

tions afforded an eafy opportunity for the chiifel

to convert them into pleafurable retreats. Entire

apartments are formed in this manner, and
benches in the rock fupply the place of feats.

On the oullide are little harbours iheltered from
all winds.

Oppofite the point of the peninfiila that forms
the port, is a cavern, commonly called a temple.

The only entrance is by a little opening, through
which is a low dark paflage, that conducts to a
pretty large fquare hall. The top of the ceil-

ing is fmooth J bat the bottom and fides are

rough with fand and the excrements of bats

and other animals, that harbour there. From
thence you pafs into a round cavern, the top of
which is cut in an arched form. It has four op-

pofite gates^ each adorned with an architrave, a
cornice, and a pediment, furmounted with a cref-

cent.

One of thefe gates ferves for an entrance j the
others form each a niche, containing a kind of
chefl cut out of the rock, and capable of receiv-

ing a dead body. From hence it, appears that

the original (ieflination was for a tomb of fome
perfon of eminence. A gallery, which continues
beyond this pretended temple, feems to fhew
that farther on are other ilru6lures of the fame
nature.

As
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As to New Alexandria, it may be juftly com^
pared to a poor orphan, who has no other inherit-

ance but the venerable name of its anceftor. The
prodigious extent of the ancient city is, in tlic

new, contraAed to a fmall neck of land, which
divides the two ports. The moft fuperb temples

are converted into plain mofques, the moft mag-
nificent palaces into ordinary habitations; and
an opulent and numerous people have given way
to a ftw private traders, and to a multitude of

wretches, who are the flaves of thofe on whom
they depend.

This place, once fo famous for its commerce,
is now only a port for embarkation : it is not a

phoenix fprung from its own allies, but a reptile

crawling out of duft and corruption. Yet, not-

withftanding the meannefs of the buildings in

general, in feveral houfes are a variety of niafly

columns of granite, that once were the ornaments
of the ancient city; but now prefent only a he-

terogeneous mixture of beauty and deformity.

About four leagues from Alexandria lies

Aboukir, the Bikiere of Europeans. This town
is fituated on the weft fide of a fpacious bay. A
chain of rocks extends from it to a fmall illand,

in which are the remains of fome fubterraneous

paflages, and of a ftatue, conjectured to have been
a fphynx.

Nearer Alexandria are the ruins of an ancient

temple in the water, with mutilated ftatues of
fphynxes, and broken columns of yellow marble.
Adjoining this ftrudture are other ruins, confift-

ing of columns.of grey and risd granite. To the

fouth alfo lie many pillars of red granite ; and,

from the order in which they lie; feeai to have

belonged
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belonged to a cirtular temple. Mod of them 9re

fluted^ and three feet three inches in diameter.

On the 24th of Odiober we fet out from Alex-
andria, in order to proceed to Rofetto, in compa-
ny with the Englilh conful. We were ferried

over the outlet of a lake, fuppofed to have been
the lower part of the Canopic branch of the Nile.

On the farther fide is a kane, where paflengers

repofe, fecnre from the attacks of the Arabs, who
feldqm pafs over. The whole country is a Tandy

defert, where the fand fo often ihifts, that it

"would be impoliible to diftinguiih the right track,

were it not for a number of pillars eredled acrofs

the plain within light of each other. At one of
thofe pillars an arch is turned, and an earthen

vafe placed under it, which is conftantly re-

jpleniilied with Nile water, for the benefit of trja-

vellers.

Rofetto, called Rafchid by the Egyptians, is

fituated on the weft fide of the branch of the

[Nile. It is the ancient Bolbitinum, and is

jefieemed one of the raoft pleafant places in

[Egypt. It extends about two miles in length,

md confifts of two or three long ftreets. The
jhills about this town appear as if they had been
[the ancient barriers of the fea. The fine coun-
jtiy of Delta, on the other fide of the Nile, and
(two beautiful iflands a little below the town,
[augment the richnefs of the landfcape. To the
lorth, gardens of citrons, oranges, lemons, va-
it gated with plantations of palm-trees, fields of

jrice, and fraall lakes, delight the eye.

The inhabitants have a manufactory of ftriped

[nens j ^ut the chief bufinefs of the town is the
Iranfportation of merchandife between this place

pd Cairo i alj European goods being brought
hither
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hither from Alexandria by fea, and fent from

hence, in boats, to Caiio, On this account, vice-

confiils and favors are ftationed here to tranfadt

the bufinefs ofeach commercial nation.

At Rofetto I faw two of thofe naked faints*

who are treated with fo great veneration in

Egypt. They are commonly idiots; but by the

people in general are thought to be infpired.

One was a lufly man advanced in years, the

other a youth about eighteen. I obferved the

people kifs the hands of the latter, as he was go-

ing along the ftreets -, and was informed that the

women, when they meet them at the burial

places, (hew them the fame refpeft as was paid

to a certain heathen idol, and receive the fame
benefit from it. One of thefe faints I myfelf af-

terwards faw fitting at the door of a mofque,
without the gatei of Cairo, and a woman on each

lide of him ; but though numbers were pafling,

fo ufual is this fight> that no notice was taken
of it.

On the weft fide of the river, about two miles

from Rofetto, is the caftle of that town. It is a
fquare fabric, with round towers at the corners,

and is built of brick cafed with fl:one. In this

pile I obferved feveral pieces of yellow marble,
covered with hieroglyphics.

During my ftay at Rofetto, I paid a vifit to

the Grcek patriarch of Alexandria, who ufually

refides at Cairo; and received all the attention

and honours that are ufual in the eaft on fuch
an occafion. A lighted pipe was firft brought
by a fervant, and then a faucer of fweatmeats.
After this, coffee and fherbet were ferved up by
a domeftic, with a handkcrcliief under his jinn,

for the gucfts to ufc.

At
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At taking leave, the hands of the vifiters arc

fprinkled with rofewater, with which the face

is rubbed. They are then perfumed with in-

cenfe -, but this laA compliment is a mark of par-

ticular regard.

Every thing is performed with the greateft de-

cency and the moft pround lilence. The Haves

or fervants fland at the bottom of the room, with
their hands joined before them, and watch with
the moft fedulous attention their mailers iigns.

On the 4th of November, I embarked with
the conful for Cairo, on board a fine galley.

Thefe vefl'els have three mafts, and have one
large handfome room for the male paflengers, and
a fmaller one for the females. They have lattice

windows all round; and fail well againft the

current with a brilk wind; but in a calm, or

when the wind is contrary, they are dragged by
men along the iliore, with a rope fattened to the

maft. When they are obliged to lie by, as they

.commonly do in the night, the people amufe
themfelvcs.by telling Arabian tales, or the boat-

^men entertain their paflengers with ading low
Ifarces.

. :

Sailing on the Nilie, in this vicinity, is very

tpleafant, from the richnefs and fertility of the

jcountry on its banks. The villages are prettily

jembofomed in palm-trees, and when the coun-
[try is overflowed, they all appear like beautiful

[iflands. In December, which is here the middle
)f fpring, Egypt appears in its moft lovely drefs,

md exhibits the utmoft vegetable luxuriance.

Being delayed for want of wind, we viiited

the governorof a little town, who prefented us
'ith coffee, and at our departure fent after us a
)refent of fifty eggs. On our arrival at Ouar-

den,
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deri,' we alfo waited on the governor, who pfe-

fented us with a lamb and one hundred eggs,

and afterwards returnfed our yifit j when it wds
intimated that wine would be an acceptable re-

turn for his civility, which we fent him when it

grew dark, to prevent 'giving umbrage to the

more conscientious mulTalmans.
Next day we entered the dfefert of St. Maca*

rius, where are four Copti convent^, much re-

forted to by the Copti Chriftians. At a fmall

diftance beyond them, ^re the lakes of Natron,

and the Baher Bellomah; or Sea without Water.
The night previous to the end of our voyage

was fpent in feflivity and mirth. Nex:t morn-
ing we were joined by a numb er of people, thnt

came to meet the conful, who, mounting a fine

horfe, was preceded by fix janizaries and a man
to fprinkfe the groii;id, to lay the duft. In this

mannej" he entered the city, followed by his

friends riding on afles ; for no Chriftian, except

a conful, is allowed the privilege of a horfe in

towns.

Before I enter on a defcrlption of Cairo, I

fhall finifh my account of Delta and its envi-

rons, though I did not vilit it till afterwards.

Four or five miles from this branch of the

Nile, ftands Damiata, a large, ill-built town,

chiefly inhabited by fifliermen and janizaries.

At the northern extremity is a very fine large

tower of hewn (lone, probably built by the Ma-
nialukes. The country, from ht-.nce to Gaza, isj

chiefly pofTeffed by the Arabs, who are under no

regular government. The people of Daminta
have fuch an av^rrfion to Chriftians, that, they

can fcarcely efcape in fuU. This rooted difiikc

leems to have been tranfmitted froai their fore-

2 fatheni
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fathers, and to originate from the crufades, the

chief fcerie of which, in Egypt, was about Da-
miatai which w'as taken by the Chriftians, and
afterwards reftored as part of the ranfom of

Lewis IX. who had fallen into the hands of the

[infidels.

In this town I was twice or thrice infiiTted,

[and the black fafh round my head, ufually worn
[by the janizaries, was pulled oiF, which put a

lop to my perambulation of the place. The
:hief trade here confifts in the exportation of

rice and coffee to Turkey, and the importation

)f fuch articles of foreign produce as their ne-

:effities require. •
<

Proceeding from Damiata, we pafled by the

[arge city of Manfoura, on the eaft fide of the

Tile, which I take to be the Tanis, called Zoan
the Scriptures. The canal which paiTes this

>wn falls into the lake Menzale. The country

^n each fide of this lake is very beautiful, and
jick fet with villages furrounded with pilm-
troves.

We flopped at the port of Great Mahalla, and
>de on afles to the city, which is large, and fitu-

ted between two canals. Here.are about five

mdred Copti Chriftians, who have a little mean
lurch.

1 was recommended to a merchant at this

lace, who had made four pilgrimages to Mecca,
id was a very honcft and worthy mnflulmaii.

fe furniflied me with a fervant who fpoke the

mgiia Franca*, to attend me wherever I pleaf-

and allowed me a very good apartment.
?xt morning he fent us a handfome collaOon,

* This is a klndof badard Italian*,

[Vol. XIII. C 'when
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.when I firft tafted the butter of Egypt, and found
it very delicious. At night we were feryed with a

very plentiful fupper ; but he did not ijt down to

table himfelf, though prefent.
.

.,
.

iJ'he following, day I proceeded to the village of

Baalbait. It is lituated about a furlong to the ealt

of the canal of Thabanea, on one of thofe artifi-

cial eminences on which Bufiris was probably

built, a city rendered illuftrious by its temple de-

dicated to Ifis. From the exilting ruins, this tem-

ple feems to have been about two hundred feet

long and one hundred broad j and, at the dif-

tance of one hundred feet,, it is inclofed by a

mound to keep out the waters of the Nile. The
outlide of this ftru6ture was of grey granite, and \

.the infide red. The capitals bore the head of His.

There appears to have been four rows of twelve

columns each, in this, lacred edifice 5 bqt no-

5

thing more attradted ray admiration than the de-

licacy of the fculpture, which exceeds any thing,

I had ever feen. The natives, however, are incef-

fantly deftroying thefe fine remains of Egyptian

antiquities ; and I faw fome of the pillars qut in-

to mill-ilones.

From this place we proceeded towards Cairo In

boats. Having entered the Nile, where it rolls an

undivided ftream, we foon came to the remains of

Heliopolis, the Or of the facred writingjj. Thi?

was a city of the firft diiiinfclion, and famous for

the worlhip of the fun. A large mound encom-;

pafles the whole j and at the entrance to.the wel|

are the fragments of a Sphynx, of a bright ihinj

ing yellow marble. '

AUnoll oppofite to the gate is an obelifk fixtyj

feven feet high, and certainly there was anothef

more to the northward* The pricfts of this cit|

. ,

"'
wcri
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Iwere the mod famous in all ancient Egypt for the

llludy of philofopby and aftronomy, and were the

[firft who computed time by years of three hun-

Ired and fixty-fiVe diays. Herodotus viiited this

nty, to be inftru6ted in the learning of the Egyp-

tians, and Strabo tells us, that in his time the

ipartments ofPlato arid Eudoxus were pointed out

to the curious.

A little to the fouth lies the village of Matarea,

:oncerning which the Chriftians here have a tra-

lition, that the holy family lay concealed at this

»lace for fome time after they came to Egypt; and
Idd, that a tree opened its trunk to receive and
lelter them. The Coptis even pretend to fliew

»e very tree ftill in being. It is of that kind call-

Pharaoh's fig
J
and pieces of it are taken away

relics. But the Romans affirm that the iden-

|cal tree fell down, and was carried away by the

lonks to their convent at Jerufalem. Both ac-

)unts are equally improbable.

Grand Cairo confifts at prefent of three towns,

[mile apart from each other ; that is of Old Cai-

}f Cairo fo called, and the port named Pdlac. In
kid Cairo are fliewn Jofeph*s Granaries. They
je only fquare courts encompailed by thick brick

ills, fifteen feet high j and the areas are ttill

[led with corn, which is cohered over with mat-
>g.

Here the grain is depofited which is paid ns a
to the grand feignior. It is brought from

)per Egypt, and diftributed out to the foldiers

[a part of their pay. Notwithitanding the an-

fnt appellation, thefe granaries are evidently not
rlier than the time of the Saracens.

A the north end of Old Cairo is a magnificent

flding for railing the water of the Nile to the

C ^ aquedu^«
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aquedu^. It is hexagonal, and each (ide is be-

tween eighty and ninety feet long, and as many
high. The water flows into a refervoir below,
and is drawn up by live oxen, which turn as ma-
ny Perlian wheels^ that empty theflream into the

aquedu6t.

Both this edifice and the aquedu6i are built of

free-ftone. The latter is fupported by arches and
piers of various dimenfions, of which I counted
two hundred and eighty-nine.

Oppofite to this water-houfe, is the canal that

conveys the water to Cairo, which feems to be

the fame as was made by Trajan. Near its mouth
they annually perform the ceremony of opening

the fluice with great rejoicings, when the Nile

Las rifen to a certain height.

Old Cairo is of no very large extent, being on-

ly about two miles round. It is the port for the

boats that come from Upper Egypt, and fome of

the beys have houfes there, to which they retire

at the riling of the Nile. The Coptis have twelve

churches and a convent, chiefly in one quarter of

the town J and pretend that the Holy Family

once lodged in a cave, in the church dedicated to|

St. Sergius. Some of thefe churches are elegant-

ly adorned with columns in front; and the altars

are highly decorated.

The Roman Catholics have an hofpital ; and.

the Jews a fynagogUe, faid to have been built

about one thoufand fix hundred years ago in

the fame form it now retains. On this very fpot

they pretend the Prophet Jeremiah ufually readj

the law : and they have a manufcript of the Bible

written by Ezra, which is deemed fo facred, thaij

none are allowed to touch it. It is depofited in?
J

niclih
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luiche In the wall, before which a curtain is drawn
md Jamps kept continually burning.

Among the mofques of Old Cairo, that named
Lmrah, is the moft remarkable. It has near four

lundred columns with their capitals, which fcem

to have been collcdted from ancient buildings.

At half a league to the fouth of Old Cairo, is

the great mofque of Atter-Eunaby, fituated on a

Soint of land projecting into the Nile. For this

lofqne the Mahometans have a great veneration,

roni the tradition that their lirft Caliph Omar,
[oing to the place where it was afterwards

)unded in his honour, left the print of his foot

a piece of marble. This edifice is moft extra-

rdinary for a gallery of antique columns, arrang-

vvith fo little tafte, that the capitals frequently

rv^e as pedeftals, and vice vcrfa.

From Old Cairo, I made a fliort excurfion to

^e beautiful Ifle of Roida, which lies oppofite to

This ifle is about a mile long, and has a vil-

je of the fame name at the north end j and at

K fouth end is the Mikias, or Houfe, in which
[the famous pillar for meafiu'ing the Nile. This
ixed in a deep bafon ; the bottom being on a

tt\ with the bed of the river, and the water
fing through it. The pillar, which is of the

jrinthian order, is placed under a dome, and
iduated in fuch a manner, that the rife of the

Iters is exadtly afcertained.

it a fnd^ll diftance to the north of Old Cairo,

ids Cairaroline, where the detvifes have a con-
it, and affed an extraordinary degree of fane-

Round this are fome beautiful gardens,

ited with citrons, lemons, oranges, and caffia.

few Cairo lies about a mile from the river,

is about feven miles- in circumference. For-

C 3 jnerl/.
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merly^ however, it is faid to have beeti much
larger, v/Uan the commerce of th^ eaft pafTed

through it. Part of the ancient waUt, with the

caftle and fome magnificent gates, miilC \iy the

Mamalukes, dill remain. A canal cut from the

Nile pafles through the city, and when the waters

retire, it becomes dry, and may be palTed on foot

;

but the fmell of the mud and (lagnated waters

then becomes very offenfive.

One of the moft lingular cuftoms at Cairo, is

the opening of this canal. When the Nile begins

to fwell, a bank of earth is thrown up acrofs the

fj^^of the flreet next the canal ; and in the month
oi Auguft, when the ftream has rifen to a proper

height, the bafhaw, attended by his guards, pro-|

ceeds on horfeback along the canal, and coming

|

to the end of it, Urikes the bank, and immediate-

ly retires, while feveral perfons inftantly break itj

down. On his return from this expedition, he

is followed by great crowds, finging and ftrikingl

each other with cudgels; and as the waters flowl

into .the channel, a number of men and boysl

throw each other into it, or voluntarily amufcl

themfelves in fwimming. Fire-works are dif-|

charged; and all the time the canal is filling,|

every demonftration of joy is fhewn, on accounli

©f the fertility produced by the approaching inunj

dation.

In fummer, when the Nile is at its height, maj

ny parts of the town refemble lakes, and are cc

vered with fine boats and barges, filled with perj

foqs of the firft didindtion, who fpend their evenj

ings on the water in company with their womeE
Concerts of mufic and fire-works enliven thj

fcene. All the furrounding hoflfes are .i^lnminj

ated^ and the windows filled with fp^^ator^.,
' Whc
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When the waters retire, however, this pleafing

fcene is much altered. Nothing appears at firft

but mud. But, in a fliort time, the green corn

fprings up, and afterwards the harveft waves
where, a few months before, the boats were fail-

The ftreets are narrovv in general, according to

the Turkilli plan of building. Even the wideft

would only be confidered as a lane in an Eu*
ropean city; and the inhabitants frequently

cover them from one iide to the other with an
awning of flight fluff, to defend them from the

fun.

The principal ftreets have gates, which are fliut

,at night, and guarded by janizaries, fo that no
tperfon, with an ill defign, can efcape detedtion,

[Several ftreets confift only of fliops without any
(dwelling houfes ; and thofe of the fame trade

[generally fix their refidence in the fame place.

The dwelling houfes, in general, make but an
[indifl'erent appearance towards the flreet 3 but
nany of them are elegant and commodious with-

[in, in which all the pride of the occupiers lies. I

Vifited fome of the beft houfes at this place, and
found that they have a faloon for common ufe,

iiid another for ftate; and every wife has fepa-

rate apartments for herfelf, which have no com-
lunication with other parts of the houfe, except

the common entrance fpr the fervants in attend-

mce, which is kept locked, and the matter has th©
:ey. A machine, flmilar to thofe ufed in nun-
leries, receives or returns whatever is wanted^
^vithout the parties feeing each other.

In the city and its environs are feveral raagni-

icent mofquesj but that of Sultan Halfan, near

le foot of the caflle hill^ exceeds them all in the

folidity
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folidily of the building, and in its grandeur and
iwagnificcnce, which ftrike every beholder. This
ilrudure is very lofty, and of an oblong fquare

figure, crowned with a projeding cornice, and
adorned after the Turkifti ftyle with a kind of

grotefque carving. The entrance is inlaid with
icveral kinds of marble.

To the north-ealt of the town is another beau-

tiful mofque, called Kubbe-el-Azab 5 which is

about lixty feet fquare, with a fine dome over it,

Taifed on a bafe of fixteen lides, with a window
in each. It is wainfcoted round with the moft

beautiful marbles, among which are feveral fine

ilabs of red and green porphery. The borders

round thepannels are carved and giltj and above

is a fort of frieze, covered with feritences, cut in

large gilt chara6ters in the Couphe alphabet. The
walls above have alfo many Arabic infcriptions

cut in letters of gold j and the whole cupola is

painted and gilt in the moft elegant manner. All

over the mofque are glafs lamps and oftrich's

eggs.

The CafHe of Cairo is feated on a rocky emi-

nence, and is faid to have been built by Saladin.

It is difficult of accefs ; but being commanded by
another hiL to the eaft, it is not adapted for de-

fence againft cannon. At the weft end are very

fplendid apartments, fome of which are crowned
with domes, and adorned with pi6tures in mo-
faic work. This part of the building is now ap-

propriated for weaving, embroidering, and pre-

paring the hangings and curtains, which are an-

nually fent to Mecca. It is reckoned a profanation

for a Chriftian fo much as to touch thofc facred

manufa&ures.

On;



On a higher gTQUlvd ftands a grand falooxi,!

jflUed Jofeph's Hall, from which there is a moft

'

Iclighiful profped of the country, the city, and •

the pyramids. : . i,>-* ':^

In the weftern wing pf th^ icaftle is a jaiJ* ^^

^hich, the common people fay, Jofej)h was coir*;

ined. About the centre of the cgille is a.Jarge*

[iourt, on the fouth fide of which are the baihaw's

ipartments, and the great divan, where the beys"

femble thrice a week.

A ftranger may. enter with the conful's drago--

jan, or interpreter, and will meet withikind en--

:rtainment in the baihaw's coffee-room, 1 had-

jis honour. -:

In the caftle is alfo a well,, much admired on
;count of its depth j from which the water is

fifed by feyeral Perfian wheels turned by oxen,*

id placed over each other. This obtains the^

>pellation of Jofeph's Well, not from the patri-

j"ch of that name, but the Grand Vizier Joleph,

jho had the care of the work under Sultan Ma-
|)met, about feven hundred years ago.

The whole extent of this caflle is about a mile,

id it refcmbles a little town ; but great part of
us in ruins. To the fouth lies Carafta, a kind of
|burb, at the entrance of which are fome mag-'
icent tombs, covered with domes, faid to be

le monuments of fome of the kings of Egypt,
lough the people attribute them to the caliphs,

le relations of Mahomet, who conquered this

luntry. However this may be, fo great a vene-
tion is paid them by the Turks, that they oblige

Chriftians, who pafs this way, to defcend from
nv affes, out of refpe6t.

"In afcending the top of the hill which com*
fnds the caftle, I obfervcd fcveral grottos in its

fid^
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iide, I'aifed above one another, /bme of them quite

inacceflible. Th&y are generally lofty, and eight

or ten feet fquat'e. On the very brow of this hill

are two apartments, with apertures at top, to ad-

mit the light, over which is raifed i. Hand, where
people of rank often retire to enjoy the beauty of

the aJmoft unbounded and fingnlarly fine profpe6t. >

> Over the fouth cliff is a mofque, in which was
interred the Sheik Duife, who has given name
both to the hill and the ftruAure. Here we had
free admittance, and were entertained with a

collation before the mofque. On an eminence
beyond the mofque is a ftone building, about three

feet fquare, on which the llieik mounts to pray
'

on any extraordinary occafion.

The greateft part of the inhabitants of Cairo

feem to be defcended from the Mamaluke race.

There are alfo fome Greeks, many Jews, and a few

Armenians. Of the European nations, are Eng-^

lifh, French, and Italians fettled here. Whenl
any of the Englifh happen to die in any part of?

the Levant, where there is no chaplain of their

own communion, they are interred according toi

the ceremonies of the Greek church. The Eu*A
ropean merchants, notwithflanding their confine-

^|
ment, contrive to fpend their time agreeably

enough among themfelves. They devote the

mornings to bufinefs, and often pals the remain-|

der of the day in the fields and gardens to thel

north of Cairo. Sometimes, indeed, they give upi

the whole day to diverfions j and as a great parlf

of.their negotiations are carried on by the Jew.q

they have a total relaxation from bufinefs both oi|

the Jewifh and Chriftian fabbath. With tlil

fealbn, they vary their fituation and mode oi|

amufement.

h
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The trade of Cairo confifts in the importation

of broad, cloths, tin, lead, and fome other Euro-

pean articles ; and in the exportation of coffee,

ena, flax, and a variety of drugs, many of which

ome from Perfia, The natives alfo import raw
ilk from the eaft, which they manufa^ure into

ilks and fatins. Sugar is alfo made here, bdt it

s not much admired. Furniture for horfes, and
iiany articles in brafs, iron, and turnery are exe-

uted in this country with great perfcftion. In
e province of Delta, fine matting is made of
yed rulhes, and confiderable quantities of this

eat and unexpenfive nianufa6ture are difpofed

f, not only throughout the Turkiih empire, but
1 Europe.

'

Before wc leave Cairo, it maybe proper to men-
n the peculiar manner in which chickens are

tched here. They heat large ovens to a tern-

rature as near as poffible to that of nature, and
en putting about eight thoufand eggs into one
them, the chickens are hatched in twenty-two
ys. This employment is continued for four

iiths, during which fome hundred thoufand
ickens are prod jced.

should it happen to thunder, great numbers of
eggs mifcarry 5 bdides, the chickens of that,

ch are often imperfeft in fome of their parts,

s faid, that the people of one village alone are

fters of this art of artificial incubation 5 and,
t they difleminate themfelves all over Egypt
he proper feafon of the year *.

jThe Grand Duke of Florence procured fome of the perfonff

|Itomed to this manner of hatching chickens, who were
illy fucccfsful in his dominions ; and M. Reaumur, after

exp.rimenvs, found it pradlicable in France.

Higher
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' Higher up the Nile, human nature feems to lie

torpid) or, at leaftj leldom difplays itfelf in works

of utility or ornament. Herice, commerce and

the arts are chiefly confined to Cairo and its vici-

nity J and confequently, there is a general influx

of people at this city.

The pyramids, fo celebrated frofn remote anti-

quity, are Ibmt. of the moll illuftrious monuments
of art in the environs of Cairo. It is Angular

enough, that fuch fuperb piles are nowhere to be

found but in Egypt; for m any other country,

pyramids are rather puerile and diminutive imi-

tations of thofe of Egypt, than attempts at appro-

priate magnificence.

The pyramids are fituated on a rock, at the fooi. |
-of the high mountains which bound the Nile, ami

feparate Egypt froraLybia. Unqueftionably, thq

were all intended as places of fepulture; but thd

architedture, as well externally as internally, i;

extremely difl^erent, whether we rcjgard diftribo

tion, materials, or grandeur. Some are opeo

{ovTxi clofe, and others ruinous. Indeed, tlip

have all lullained more or lels damage, from tli^

iapfe of time, as well as from a6tual demolition
'^

However, confidering the aftonifliing number (

ages that mud have palfed away iince their erei

tion, it is rather matter of furprife, that thf

fhould be fo perfect as they are, than that thf

fhould be partially injured^ > They are certain

works of the reraoteft antiquity : the very epocb

of their foundations was loft at the time uliff

the firft Greek phVlofophers travelled into Egyp

It is not, indeed, improbable that the inve

tion of pyramids was antecedent to the difcovfi

of arches and columns. It is, in fa(5l, a mortill

ingconiideration, that thenioft durable and mj|

*•••„
' pilicci
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lificent works in architedure have originated

from ignorance of the arts and fciences. The
famous aquedu6ts of the ancients, whofe remains

jxcite the wonder of the prefent times, were cer-

linly owing to a want of knowledge of the firft

irinciples of hydroftatics.

It is a common tradition in Egypt that, an-

ciently, there were giants in that country, who
lifed the pyramids, and the vaft palaces and tem-

les, whofe remains are fcattered about. But
lis ridiculous opinion is confuted by obferving,

lat, had this been the cafe, the gates and doors

the buildings would have been proportionate

the height of the occupiers j but as they are

the ordinary dimenfions, we may conclude.

It they were ere6ted by people of the common
je. Indeed, the paflages in the pyramids are

Irely large enough to admit a man of our own
les

J
and the coffin, in the largeft and laft py-

|mid, is an inconteftible proof of the falfity of

:h an opinion, fince it determines the fize of

\c prince's body, for whom the pyramid was
lilt.

The principal pyramids are lituated about

ree hours fail up the Nile, near the place where
ancient Memphis is fuppofed to have flood.

le four mofl remarkable fabrics of this kind are

farly on the diagonal line, and about four hun-
;d paces from each other. The four faces ex-
tly correfpond to the four cardinal points. The

moll northern are the largeft, and their per-
idicular height has been calculated at five hun-
kd feet. The bottom of the firft is exactly
[^hundred and ninety-three Englilh feet fquare,

therefore covers more than eleven acres oi
^d. The inclined plane is equal to the bafe,

'ojL. XIII, D and
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and the angles and bale form an equilateral tri*

angle.

The number of fteps have been varioufly com-
puted j but they are between two hundred and;

lieven, and two hundred and twelve. Thefe fteps,

or layers, are from two and a half to four feet
|

high, and are broad in proportion to their height.

The other two pyramids are much lefs in mag-
nitude, but they have fome peculiarities deferv-

ing notice. It appears that the rock at the foot

of the mountains has been fnioothed with the

chifel, and that this rocky plain is about eighty

feet perpendicular above the level of the ground, i

overflowed by the Nile. Yet in this fpace we
And a number of ihells and petrified oyllersj^

among the {and which covers the rocks ; and in I

this quarter too, are picked up thofe beautiful

flint ftones, which, on account of the Angularity

of their colours, are more efteemed than agate forj

fnufF-boxes and the handles of knives.

The moft northern of thefe pyramids is tliel

only one that is open, and with it I fliall begin

my defcription. The external part is conftrud-

ed of great fquare ftones, cut out of the rock

•which extends along the Nile, where the quarries

are ftill vifible, from which they have been taken,

The fize of thefe ftones is unequal, but they have
|

all the figure of a prifm, that they may lie clofe

together. It might be imagined, that each range

would form an even ftep round the pyramid j bin

this is not the c:iCe ; and hence the reafon thai

diflferent travellers difagree about the number ci^

the coarfes. It feems, indeed, that regularitf|

was no farther attended to than was necelfary t(

preferve the pyramidal form, and for the facilit

of the work.
;
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The external layers have neither mortar nor

jramps j but in the body of the pyramid, a kind
>f cement is ufed, compofed of lime, earth, and
^lay. The only foundation is the furface of the

)ck, as may be plainly perceived at the four

)rners.

The wind has cafually and in length of time

|lown up a ridge of fand, which affords a com*
lodious afcent to the entrance of the pyramid,

^hich is forty-eight feet from the ground. On
inching this entrance, it is ufual to difcharge a

iftol, to frighten away thebatsj after which, two
trab guides, whom it is neceflary to engage, en-

ir and remove the fand, with which the paffage

almoft flopped up.

[This being done, you ftrip to the jfliirt, on ac-

iHt of the excellive heat conftantly felt in the

^ramids,and in this condition proceed, each with
wax candle in his hand. Being arrived at the

[tremity of the gallery where the palTage is

reed, you find an opening barely fafficient to

iwl through. Having paffed this ftraight,

lich is about fix feet long, you come to a laVge

irtment, where it is common to take fome re*

^(hments, that you may have more ftrength and
)lution to penetrate into the fecond gallery.

Jmoft all the pafTages are three feet and a half
lare, and lined with white marble, highly po-
lled, which, with the acclivity of the way,
)ald render it impaflable, were it not for little

les cut for refting the feet in. However, by
ferving thefe holes, you proceed without dan-

[,
to the end of the fecond paflage, where is a

Ung-place, and on the right hand, an opening
^ a kind.of well, without any fteps, and which

D 2 is.



28 POCOeKBS TRAVELS.

IS, ih fa6k, a perpendicular pipe, tenanted only by

bats.

Hercthethird gallery coramences,leading to the

inferior chamber, in a horizontal dire6tion. Be-

fore the chamber are fome ftones which interrupt f|

the way J
but, having pafled them, you enter the I

chamber which has a Iharp-pointed vault, and

wholly cafed with granite, once pertedly polifli*

ed} but now tarniihed with the fmoke of the

torches ufed in viliting it.

Having vifited the lower chamber, you return

to the refting-place, and afcend the fourth gal-

lery, at the extremity of which is a little platform,

Here you muft commence climbing again ; but,

having proceeded a little way, you foon find a

new opening, where you may ttand upright. At

length, by flopping for the laft time, you pafs the

remainder of the fifth gallery, which conduds,

in a horizontal line, to the upper chamber,

This, like the former, is coated with granite. Od
"

the left fide is a coflin of the fame material, in the

figure of a parallelopiped, quite plain. On being

ilruck with a key it founds like a bell.

Near this coAin is a very deep hole, whlcl

probably, leads to a cavity underneath. In tliii

chamber, alfo, are two narrow palfages, almoi

filled up with the ftones which the curious hav(

throw^n in, toafcertain their depth. A piftol fird

in this room makes a report like thunder.

When you leave the pyramid, which muil h

by retracing the fame fteps, it is neceflary to uf,

every precaution to prevent the ill efFeds thsl

would arife from a fudden tranfit^on from an exf

treme heat to a temperate air. Having providej

9gainA this^ you afcend the top pf the pyramid, t'

enjc
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ijoy the profpe6t of the furrounding country*

Hiich is truly delightful. The ufual alcent is by

\e caftern angle } but it is neceflary to felc6t the

loft convenient fteps as you advance, for, in tie

Iraight line, fometimes one is too high, or ano-

ler mouldered away.

Having reached the top, you are amufed with

ie names of many people, of different nations,

lo have vifited this pyramid, and are ambitious

tranfmit the memory of the feat to pofterity.

»e entrance of the chambers alio bears many
jarks of the univerfal ^raflion, the love of fame.

The fecond pyramid appears ftill more lofty

Ian the firft, on account of the elevation of its

undation ; but, in fa6t, there is no real diffcr-

\ce in this relpe6t. However, this pyramid is fo

!ii clofed, that no trace remains of its ever be-

opencd, and its fummit is coated in fuch a

inner with poliihed gfanite, that the moft in-

ipid would not attempt to fcale it.

I
Near this are the ruins of a temple, the ftones

which are of a prodigious fize, being, moft of

5m, fix feet in breadth and depth, and fix teen

feventeen in length.' 'This ftrn6ture muft have

:e been fingularly fbperb. The length of its

)nt is one hundred and eighty feet, and its

>th one hundred and fixty.

[By an imperceptible defcent, you arrive at the

(hynx, whofe enormous bulk attra6ts the admi-
tion of every fpe£tator. It is cut out of the folid

:k, and is faid to have been the fepulchre of
lafis. The height is twenty-feven feet; the

ginning of the breaft is thirty-three feet wide

;

it is about one hundred and thirteen feet

[m the forepart of the neck to the tail. The
fe is fadly mutilated by wanton aggrefllon.

D 3 The
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The third pyramid is one hundred feet lower

than the other two. It is clofed like the fecond,

and is dellitute of any coating. On the ead was

alfo a temple, of great extent, con(lru6ted of the

fame kind of enormous Aones as the former.

Tlie fourth pyramid is Hill one hundred feet

lower than the third. It is alfo without coating,

and is clofed } but there are no veftiges of a teni-

pie connected with it. Its chief iingularity is,

that its fummit is terminated by a iingle large

iloncj which originally appears to have been a

pedeAal.

Thefe four grand pyramids are furrounded by

a number of fmaller ones, which have in general

been opened ; and two of them are fo ruinous^

that the chamber is no longer diHinguiiliable.

Soon after I viiited the pyramids of Saccara,

about ten miles di(lant from thofe of Memphis.
Having letters of recommendation to the (heik,

he promifed to attend me to the pyramids, which
are fituated at the foot of the mountains, in a

plain of fuch elevation, that it is never overflow-

ed by the Nile. It appears that the ancient city

of Memphis extended nearly to this place.

One of the moft lofty of thofe piles is calfed

the Great Pyramid of the North. As part of

this has tumbled down, I was obliged to meafure

it at a diftance, by beginning oppolite to the an-

gles j and -proceeding in this manner, I found the

north fide to be feven hundred and ten feet, and

the eaft fix hundred and ninety. The perpendi-

cular height is three hundred and forty-five feet;

and it contains one hundred and lifty-fix lleps,|

each from two to three feet high.

This pyramid is built of the fame materials as'

tlie reit^ but was cafed with a fine hard ftone> par'.

of
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which Aill remains. On the north Me, about
third part of the height up, is an entrance three

:et and a half wide, and four feet two inches

jeep. We entered here, and found refts for the

;etj but it was with great ditficulty we made
[ur way for the laft twenty- five feet, on account of
le fand. Having, however, eflfe^ed our pafl'age,

re came to a large room, twent) -two feet and a
ilf long, and eleven feet ten inches wide. At
le height of ten feet, a tier of ftones projedted

re inches inwards; and, in the fame manner,
^elve other tiers projedted each farther than the
ler, till they^clofed atop.

To the weft of this is a fimilar apartment; and
the farther end of both, in the middle of the

fth and iixth tiers, is a door in each, condu6t-
into fmall rooms lined with a fmooth white

toe.

[a mile to the fouth-eaft ftands the Great Pyramid
the South, as it is called, which is fix hundred
5t fquare at the bafe. It feems to incline with
greater angle from the height of two hundred
id eighty feet, than it does below. This ap-,

ars to have been cafed j but the external fur-

pe is fo worn, or demolifhed, that it isimpofTi-,

5 to afccnd its fummit.
lOn a lower ground, about two miles to the
Iftward, is another pyramid, conftrutted of un-,
Irnt brick, which feems to have been, made of
[e mud of the Nile. Some of thofe bricks I

ind to be thirteen inches and a half long, fix

a half broad, and four and three quarters
ick. This pile is much crumbled and ruined.
perpendicular height is one hundred and fifty

it, and at the top it meafured forty- three by
rty-fivc feet. The afcent is very eafy.

The
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The other pyramids are of ftone, and are of

different magnitudes j but all much injured by

time. They amount to nearly twenty in number.
Having finiilied my furvey of thefe immenfe

piles, I viiited the catacombs, which lie in the ^
lame plain j and was firtt conducted to that of

the mummies. The entrance to this is by a kind

of funnel about four feet fquare, and twenty

deep, cut through a ilaty rock ; but covered with

fand, which, frequently fhifting, fills up the

ppertures. "^5 .«i^vh. . v

. I defcended by means of a rope ladder, not

without being incommoded by the land falling
'^

from the top. Having reached the bottom, l|
found myffclf in a paflage, five feet wide, and

fifty long, almoft filled with fand. At the ex-

tremity of this I turned down another paflage on

the left hand, about fix feet high, on one fide of

which were compartments with benches, about

two feet above the floor. On thefe, I imagine,!

the mammies were placed. On the other fidef

are narrow cells, jull large enough to admit a

coffin. At the end of this gallery I entered ano-

ther on my right, on each fide of which were

niches, apparently defigned for the reception of

coffins in an upright polUire.

From this palfage are cut oblong fquare apart-

ments, filled with the remains of mummies; and,

probably, here the inferior perfons of a familyl

were depofited, and piled upon one another, whilef

the chief perfons were placed in the niches. Eadil

family had, perhaps, originally its burying-placej

and, as the defcendants multiplied, they brancheil

out thefe fepulchral grots.

I next vifited the catacomb of the birds, whiclil

has the iamc kind of <;ntrancej only deeper. This;

fubterraneouij
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g fquare apart-j

ibterraneous receptacle is much more magni-

;ent than the others 5 being the lepulchre o£

:h birds and animals as were the objects of

[oration by the ancient Egyptians, and which

ly embalmed with the utmoft care, and depo-

[ed in earthen vafes, clofely luted over. In one

the irregular apartments, I faw larger jars,

lich, probably, were intended for dogs and
ler animals 5 of which fome have been found,

they are now become rare.

Lccording to Herodotus, there were certain

rfons employed in the bufinefs of embalming,

10 received a recompence according to the

:ellence of their workmanfhip. In the moft

;emed method ofembalming, they extracted the

^ns by the nofe with a crooked iron infirument,

then poured in drugs. Afterwards, they

^ned the body, took out the entrails, and wa{h-
[the cavity with palm-wine; and having rub-

into it perfumes, filled it up with myrrh, caf-

and other fpices, and then fewed it up.

^his being done, they waflied the body with
re, and, after an interval of feventy days,

ring waflied it again, they rolled it in fwathes
[inen, befmearing it with gums. The rela-

IS then took the body home, and, incloiing it

coffin fitted to the ihape, placed it in the ca-

)mbs.

mother mode of embalmir.g was, by injecting

)entine of cedar, with a pipe, into the body j

, after falting it for feventy days, the pipe
drawn out, which brought the bowels with

[The nitre dried up the fielh, leaving nothing
ikin and bones. The third, and lead ex-
^ve method^ was by purifying theiniidc with

fait
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lalt and water, and (alting it for the uAial fpacs^

of feventy days.

If we may credit DIodorus, it appears therei

was a Itill more perfe6t mode of embalming thanf

either of thole we have mentioned j for, he ini

forms us, that the eyebrowsj eyelaihes, and tliel

form and appearance of the whole body, was fo^

well preferved, that it might ^e known by the;

features; and that many of the noble Egyptians

kept the remains of their anceftors in houfti

adorned at a great expence, and had the pleafure

of viewing their progenitors long after they were

removed from this mortal fcene. It does not ap.

pear, however, that any bodies have been difco-

vered embalmed in this ftyle.

I brought a body with me from Egypt in 3

wooden coffin, filled up to the body with liner

and fine plafter. Four folds of cloth covered tlii

head, the upper one painted blue. Under theiV

was a compofition of gum and cloth, half an incl^

thick
J
and next to the ikin was a coat of bitu|

men, about the thicknefs of a wafer. The hindel

part of the head was filled with bitumen, whidj

had been poured in at the nofe, and had pcne-^j

trated even into the bone of the IkuU.

The body was fwathed in bandages of liner

^

about three quarters of an inch wide, undeJ

which were four folds of clotn, then a fwatiie-'

two inches broad, and under that, eight differenl

bandages of the fame breadth. Under this was.

cruft of linen, about an inch thick, almoft burni

to afhes, but clofely adhering, by means of tli|

gums with which it had been frneared.

The arms were laid acrofs the breaft, the rigi

]jand lying over tlic left. From the hips to til
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jt were eight bandages, two inches broad j and

ider thefe were othersj an inch thick, which
;re confumcd by time and the heat of the drugs.

[The coffin was compoled of two pieces of

)od, hollowed fo as to receive the body, which,

feng put together; were fattened with broad

;s in the top part, let into mortices in the un*

It was cut into the fiiape of a human body,

covered with a thin platter, and painted.

)n returning from viliting the catacombs, and
locking the door of the room which the Iheik

allotted for my ufe, a little girl, about eight

irs old, ran full butt againft me, and on laying

id of her, the cried outj however, I inftantly

[her go, as it is deemed a great affront for any
to lay hands on the fair fcx.

found a hole was made in the ceiling, by
|ch this damfel had been let down to plunder

tbaggagej but as I caught her in time, little

loftj and though vexed at this treatment, I

ught it prudent to diflemble.

|Jext morning I took my leave, and was fur-

led by the Iheik with a fervant to condud me
/airo.

jing recommended to the cailiif, or governor,

[aiume, who was going into that province, I

;d him at Old Cairo, at the houfe of Olman
who treated me vilh great civility ; and
morning we fet out. We firft came to Mo-

rn, a large village, adorned with tine planta-

k of palm-trees J and, two miles farther, lay

Irahenny, where I obl'erved heaps of ruins,

[ably part of a rampart, thrown up to defend
incient city of Memphis.

fe then patted oyer the canal of the pyramids,
halting, I fpread my carpet at a dillaiice

j

2 but
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but the calhif politely invited me to join him;

and I partook of his collation of bread, raw ob
ons, and a kind of pickled cheefe. We took uf

our lodgings for the night in a grove of palm,

trees 5 and the caihif ihewed me the fame hofpi.

tali ty as before; for which I remunerated hin

with fome liquors I carried with me.
Next day we afcended fome low fandy hills

which abound with the Egyptian pebble. U
afterwards croffed a rugged fandy defert, an

then came to a vale, boubded by low hills, coir

pofed of large oyfter-iliells, with an admixtures

clay. At length we arrived at Tamiea, frot

whence a canal runs into to the lake Moeris.

The Arabs, who came out on horfeback to me(

the cafhif, amufed themfelves with the exerci:

of pikes as they rode along. Coming at laft (

the large village of Sennours, we took up 01

lodgings with the governor, who prepared a furnf

tttous fupper for the calhif. It confifted of fma

fheep roafted whole, lamb, pilaw, fowls, and v!|

rious other dirties. At the head of the table i:

the caftiif, with the principal people round hin

I retained my feat on the fofa till he called n

to his place, and iliewed me great civility.

It is cuftomary for every one, when his reps

is iinifhed, to rife, walh his hands, and take

:

draught of water : thus there is a conftant k
cellion, till, at laft, the poor come in, ande|

tip what is left ; for the Arabs never fave any

the viands once brought to their tables, \VI

they kill a ilieep,theydrefs the whole, call inM
neighbours to partake of it, and afterwards f
turn to bread, and other humble fare, without

wilh for higher Juxuries. Happy people ! tt

C ;1
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tan enjoy the caiual good, without lamenting

lat it is not permanent i

We were now in the fertile province of Arfi-

loe, faid to be the fineft I'pot in all Egypt, and

the onlypartwhich naturally produces olives. Pur-

fuing our journey, we pafled the ruins of the

incient Arfinoe, and at laft arrived at Faiume.

This town is the refidence of the caihif or go-

rernor of the province, and is about two miles in

)mpafs. It is neither well built nor very popu-

msi but is inhabited by feveral opu!2nt per-

ms and Arab Iheiks, who have a chief that pof-

jfles great influence.

The inhabitants manufa6ture matsj and are

imous for the diftillation of rofewater, which is

mch ufed in their cookery, and likewife to

rinkle their guefts. They have alfo fome other

ranches of trade and manufa6ture.

Here the Francifcans ofthe Convent of Jerufa-

km, who go under the name of phyficians, have
[convent, and the Coptis a church, at fome dif-

^nce from the town.

Many vineyards lie in the environs, particular-

to the wellward, where the Chriftians make
^ry good white wine.

1 was indulged with an apartment in the go-
^rnor's houfe, and his people advifed me to fend

ick my horfes, promifing that I (liould be
:li fupplied ; but I was deceived in this refpe6t.

[y provifions were daily fent to my room, and
paiionally the caftiif invited me to his table,

Jen the liquor went plentifully round, with a
jree of hilarity I little expe6ted to find among
irks. The fa61:, however is, in private they
afide their gravity, and can be as jocular as
Enropeans.

IVOL. XIII. E While
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While I was here, it hailed one morning, and

rained the following night, which the natives

were fo far from confidering as a hleUing, that

they obferved rain was produdlive of fcarcity, and

that the inundation of the Nile alone was fervice-

able.

On leaving Faiame, I proceeded to the fouth-

weft, and, about three miles diftant, faw a very

remarkable obelilk of red granite, called the Pillar

of Bijige, from the village of the fame name. It is

forty-three feet high, and each fide is divided by

lines into three columns, each covered with hiero-

glyphics.

Our journey now lay chiefly through groves of

young palms, vineyards, and cornfields^ and, af-

terwards, we came to the Canal of Bahr-Jofeph,
which is one hundred yards broad, and runs into

the lake Mccrls. The country to the weft^is called

Nelle, where, in the middle of February, I have

feen the barley of that year cat and thre{l)edj a

proof how forward the harveft is in this diftriQ:.

Nefle is a large village dole to the Nile. The

caihif had favoured me with a letter to thelheik;

but as he was from home, one of the chief Arabs

agreed, for about three guineas, to furniih mc

with four of his countrymen on horfeback, and a

camel to carry water and provifions. * We let

forward early the next morning, and, proceeding

to the north-weft, foon entered on a fandy plain,

which having crolfed, we had a diftant view of

the Temple of the Labyrinth. About a league

from it, I obferved feveral heaps of ruins, coveredv

with fand, and many ftones fcattered around, the?

only remaining veliiges of what is called the

Town of Caroon,

X Thii
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This Is, unqiiclHonably, the fpot where once

tood the fampus Labyrinth, which Herodotus

[ays was built by the twelve kings of Egypt,

fhen the government was divided into twelve

^arts, as ib many palaces tor them to allemble in

nd tranla6t the affairs of ftate and religion.

Of the Labyrinth," he adds, ** there are twelve

rloons, or covered courts, with oppofite gates;

IX towards the north, and fix towards the

Kith, in continued lines, furrounded by one
miuion wall. The apartments are on two floors,

le one under ground, and the other above it j

ichconiirtingofoncthoufand fivehundred apart-

3. Thofe above ground I have feen j but

|ofe below, containing the fepulchres of the

ings and the facred crocodiles, the rulers of the
;yptians are averfe to fliew. The upper apart-

;nts appeared to tranfcend all human works,
he roof of the whole is ftone, as well as the
jails. The latter are adorned with fculpture,

bch fiiloon has a periftyle of white ftones, admi-
ply jointed. Clofe to the line where the La-
^rinih terminates, is a pyramid of two hundred
id /brty feet, on which large animals are ert-

faven."

I

This was fuch an extraordinary building, that

;dalus came on purpofe to fee it, and built the
lebrated labyrinth in Crete, forking Minos, on
(e fame model. But little now remains of thefe

)afted works of art, except heaps of ruins, brok-
pillars, fhattered walls, and cornices, many of
lich are of brown marble.
[In traverfing the fpot where this magnificent
icture once flood, 1 came to the foundation of
oblong fquare building, formed of a reddiflt

[ne or marble. More eaflward are the remains
E 2 of
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of another oblong fquare edifice of white hewn
Hone, plaftered over, with a fort of bafe and plinth

ranging round* At length we came to fome re-

mains of the grand ftru6ture itfelf, which is now
called the Caftle of Caroon. It had a portico of

ruftic work, almoft demoliihed. The front is

very ruinous; the upper (lory in the centre is

fallen down j but in the other parts are forty-

four tiers of ftone, each nine inches deep, and,

confequently, the ruins are thirty-three feet high.

Within this building are four rooms, with door-

places crowned with double cornices, together

with ornaments of the winged globe ; and over

each, is the reprefentation of a falle door, alfoor-

liamented with double cornices, and one of them
adorned with fculptures of hawks.
Many Hones are difperfed about the plain near

the building, among which are feveral globular

ones that feem to have compofed the Ihafts of

CGlumns.
Having viewed thofe ruins, I returned to Fai- i

ume, and from thence fet out with a caravan

for Cairo. The firft night we lay at Tamiea. and
next day reached Dafliour, and the foUdwing^
came to Saccara, from which it is an eafy journey

to Cairo.

Having adopted the refolution of failing up

the Nile into Upper Egypt, the conful procured

me letters of recommendation to the bey of Gtrge,

the prince ofAchmim,andthegreat fheik ofFour-
ihout. I furnifhed mylelf with necelfaries for

fuch an expedition j not forgetting arms and am-
munition for our defence. '

I had the good fortune to meet with a boat be-|

longing to the prince ofAchmim, and to be intro-

duced to Malim Soliman, a very worthy Copti'i

who
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rho had taken his paflage in ir. Tliispprfon had
le principal management of the. prince's atlairs,

lumgh he declined acceptii>g any office under his

[overnment.

It was thought proper, that I fhould affnme a
ime familiar to the people among whom 1 was
travel, and, accordingly, it was agreed that I

lould be called Malim, or Mafter Jofeph. 1 had
iffered my beard to grow, and put on the habit

a Copti, with the black gown of ceremony,

id other ufual appendages. Befides, I had fur-

iilied myfelf with the blue veftment, which is

\t on over all, as a convenient difguife, when I

lofe to land.

Thus equipped, I fetout with tny fervant, and
Irugoman, on the 6th of December, 17'^7> J" ^
lall hired boat, and at night overtook the great

>at at Turphaier, which ftands, in what I take,

be the Ifle of Heracleopolis. Tlie great boats

ive a maft about the centre, and another towards
le prow. Part of the boat is covered with mat-
Jg, by means of poles fel upright, with others

;d acrofs at the top, under which awning the
iffengers fit by day, or repofe by night.

Next day, proceeding with a gentle gale, we
id a view of the pyramids of Saccara and Daili-

rr. We palfed many villages, and lay by at

Ight, as iscuftomary in this navigation near Rig-
Eah.

The fuceeding day, having little wind, we
ided on the eaftern ihore, at the convent of St.

[nthony. There, as in moil of the Egyptian mo-
ifteries, the priefts are fecular, and live with
|eir wives and children. Several of them were
iployed in carrying ftones to repair their con-

fnt, and, taking us for officers come to demand
Ji '6 their
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their poll-tax, wiilied to diflemble their numbers;
but being undeceived, they fhewed us all the at-

tention in their power.
They have a pretty neat church, and fay, that

St. Anthony, their patron, was the firll founder of

a monaftic life. As crocodiles arc hardly ever

feen fo low as this, they are fond of repeating '^.

Tories, that if they came fo far, they immediately

turn on their backs. This, no doubt, they wilh

to afcribe to the influence of the faint. •
*

We next reached Benefuief, a town built of un-

burnt brick, about a mile round. It is a capital of

the province of the fame name, and the relidencc

of a bey. The inhabitants carry on a confiderable

nianufa6ture of ftriped narrow carpet ftuff, made
of wool and coarfe thread.

Pafling feveral places of little note, we came to

Bibeh, a fmall town where there is a convent of

St. George ; and foon after reached the Ifle of

Fetne, a moft fertile and delightful fpot, where
we ilaid the night.

On the pth we continued our voyage, but met |
with nothing remarkable till the 12th, when,
coming to forae hills, and the men being obliged

to tow the boat along, I landed, and obferved

numerous grottos cut in the face of the moun-
tains, which were, doubtlefs, places of fepulturc.

All thefe hills are rocks of petrified (hells, chiefly

of the cockle kind.

On the 14th we pafled by Minis, the refidence |
of the governor ofthe province of the fame name,

and came up with the rciins of Antinoopolis, |
built by Adrian in honour of his favourite Anti-

nous, who was drowend there. It is fa id, that

this city was once three miles in circumference.

Among other ruins, I faw a large pillar with a

Corinthian
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[Corinthian capital, on the top of which was a

Ifquarc ftone, probably the pedeftal of a ftatue.

I
Near this piace is a Chrif^ian village, named

Ebadie, whofe greateft fecurity among fuch a

Ifecple,
fcems to l^e a notion, that no Mahometan

[can live higher up. Farther on is Maloni, a place

^which makes a tokrable appearance. It is at the

lead of nine villages, which comt)ofe a fmall prin-

:ipality belonging to Mecca, and is fnbjefttothc

imir Hadge, who has the care of conducing the

raravan to Mecca. This diflrift ufually fupplies

I'lecca with three hundred and ninety thoufand

rdeps,or facks, ofcorn annually, which are tranf-

)orted by the way of Cairo and the Red Sea.

Three miles from rhis town is the village of
irchomounain, built on the ruins of an ancient

h'ty, perhaps Hermopolis. It feems to have been
>f an irregular form, and flands near two miles

rom the river. Little appears but heaps of ruins

mattered over the lite of the old city, except a

Jrand portico of a temple, coniifting of twelve
pillars, nine feet in diameter. Thefe pillars are

bvered with hieroglyphics, and the ceiling is

lorned with ftars.

In failing along the Nile from Sonadi to Man-'
ilouth, grottos appeared cut in the mountains,
bee the abode of hermits, but occupied at pre-
5nt, by a race of piratical Arabs, who, fecure in
leir mountains, defpife the terrors of the Turkifh
[overnment, and pay very little refpeft to their

vn fheik.

I obferved feveral openings in the mountains,
(rewed with -the ruins of walls built of unburnt
rick ; and heard fome echos in the rocks^fo dif-

id, that not a fyllable was loft.

The



4i POCOCKE « TRAVELS.

The mofqucs of Manfnlouth give it a handfom©
appearance at li dillance. The adjacent country

is very fertile, and abounds in a variety of fruits.

Oppofite this town, on the eaftern border of the

Nile is a Copti convent, abfolutely inacceilible.

Thofe, who wilh to enter it, are raifed in a,

balket by means of a pulley, from which it has^

obtained the appellation of the Pulley Con-
vent.

On the 15th we paiTed by Sciout, which {lands

about two miles from the river, on a beautiful

varied eminence. A large lake adjoins the city,

filled by a canal from the Nile, over which is a

bridge of three Gothic arches.

This may be reckoned one of the rrioft elegant

citie« in Egypt. It .is well built, and adorned

with gardens. A caihif relides here, who governs

the province of the fame name.
The Coptis, who are about five hundred in

number, have a biiliop, and a church, about i

league diftaut from the city. I coujedure Sciout

mutt have been the Antatpoiis of antiquity, fo

called from Antaeus, vanquiflied by Hercules.

In fome mountains in the vicinity are grottos

of great elevation from the plain. Having paffed

the firft gate, you enter a fpacious faloon, fupport-

ed by hexagonal pillars cut out of the folid rock.

The rocks have formerly been ornamented with

painting and gilding j the latter flill glitters on

all fides. Above this is another apartment, which
is entered with great difficulty, by climbing up
on the outfide. It has no pillars, but is painted

like the firft. On each fide of this fecond faloon

is a tomb, hewn out of the fame rock with the

apartment. One is open^ but the other is clofed.

Various
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er which is a

'arious other communications rany be traced

ire, but none of them are now palfablc.

About a mile to the weft of the river, lies A-
>utig, a pretty large town, perhaps the Hypfele

If the ancients: near which we faw the en-

impment of an Arabian llicik, whofc authority

Ltends over this diftri6t.

We arrived in the eveninfj at Gaua-Kiebre.

[ere are to be fcen the remains of a beautiful por-

^o, containing eighteen pilJrns in three rows, all

inched with hieroglyphics, and executed in the

)ft maflerly llyle. The temple to which this

slonged feems to have been a moft manificent

lie. Some of the ftones of which it was con-

ru6led ftill remain, and meafure twenty-one feet

length, eight in breadth, and four in depth.

lOn the l6th we entered the territories of the

ince of Achraimj and vilited the grotto of the

lous ferpent, called Heredyj or Haridi, which
;s near Raigny.

This grotto is the tomb of a pretended Turkifh
(int, and is adorned with an elevated cupola,

lie Arabs have a tradition that Sheik Heredy
|ed and was buried here j and that God, out of a
jrticular regard, transformed him into a ferpent

It never diesj but is endowed with the power
healing difeafes, and conferring favours on its

ftaries.

It appears, however, that this miraculous fer-

fnt is a refpefter of perfons, and is moll propi-

)us to the prayers of the great. If a flieik is

tacked with any diforder, the ferpent has the
nplaifance to fuffer hinifelf to be carried to

houfe without ceremony; but a perfon of the
mion rank muft not only make a vow to be

iteful, but fend a fpotlefs virgin on this import-
ant
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ant embafly, for the fair and the chafte alone can'

have any influence on him. The maid, on ap- J

pearlng before the ferpent, makes her humble

compliments, and requells he will permit her to

carry him to the afflicted pcrfon* If Ihe is pure,

the reputed divinity beginr moving his tail, on

which the virgin redoubles her entreaties; and, at

laft, the ferpent fprings up into her bofom, and la

that pofition is carried in great liate, and with

loud acclaims, to the houfe of the iick. The
priells of this miraculous phyfician conftantly at-

tend his motions j and the faith of the ignorant

devotee fometimes operates a cure, which is al-

ways afcribed to the favour of the ferpent. A
Chriftian, however, muft not be prefent at thefe

ceremonies, as, it is faid, the ferpent would, in

that cafe, inflantly difappear. It is more proba-

ble, however, that his priells are apprehenfive

that their impoftures fliould be deteded, and,

therefore, they will not rilk the event before

Grangers.

The A.rabs boldly afTert that were this reptile

cut in pieces, the parts would inftantly reunite;^

and that nothing can deltroy what was deftined

to be immortal. The Chriftians, not much more

enlightened than the Arabs, believe this to be the

devil himfelf, and, on the authority of Tobif,

they fay that this is the place to which the au-

,

gel Raphael baniihed the demon Afmodi.
, It is alrnoft needlefs to lay, that both Arabs^

and Chriftians are equally the dupes of the

priefts of this facred ferpent. They have taught

their charge the part he is to a6b, or perhap

have charms to lull him into fubmiflion ; au

when he dies, it is an eafy matter to fubftituu

jinother in his room. The priells, who are pro-

bablj,.:
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ibly excellent jugglers, can perform all tliat is

fcribed to the ferpent without working any mi-

;]e. The delufions of hope, operating on weak
linds, have a very po'verful efft^t.

But what, it may be aiked, is there more ab-

lird in all this belief, than we find recorded of

le ancient Romans, who piouily gave credit to

\e fable, that ^£fculapius, under the form of a

rpent, was brought to Rome, and removed a

ilting pellilence?

IOn the 17th, we reached Achmim, which
inds on an eminece about a mile to the eaft-

ird of the Nile, from whence it has a canal

It almoft encircles the town. This I fuppofe

[be the ancient Panopolis, once celebrated for

artificers in ftone. It is now the refidence of

prince of Achmin, whofe family, a few gene-

[ions ago, purchafed, of the grand feignior, the

int of a large territory. Several pillars of red

mite fland in a fquare of the town j and in a

)rque many handlome pillars, probably taken

^m an ancient temple, whofe ruins are ilili' vi-

le.

ieing recommended to the Francifcan million-

's by their prefe6t, I was entertained very

Tpitably at their convent j and was vifited by
my of the Catholic Coptis.

won after, I waited on the prince, in compa-
with Malim Soliman, and prefented a letter

Ofman Bey, and fome glafs velTels. The
ice appeared in a Turkifii habit, and received

Vvith great civility. He is much beloved by
fubjedts, and the Chriftiaiis are particularly

)ured here. The father of the pvefent fove-

[n was ful'pcfted of being a Chrillian, having
iiied a Chrifiuin fliiye i und five hundred ioU

dicrs
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diers were fent to condu6t him to Cairo j bat

efcaping to the mountains with the miflionaries^

he eluded the puriuit, and returning to his ca«

pital, fooa after died in peace.

We fpent fome time in vifiting the town and

its environs. At a few miles diftance, in a nar-

row valley, between two lleep precipices, ftandsj

the convent of Dermadoud, a moft gloomy re-l

treat, wholly cut out of the rock, except a fmallr

brick church.

Beyond this monaftery is a fleep alcent up tlul

valley, and the nearer end is fo obftrufted witlil

fragments of ftones that have fallen from the

mountain, as to be impaifable for horfes. It ap.

pears as if this had been a retreat in times of

danger, and that it afterwards became frequented

on account of the fine water which trickles from

the rocks, the only natural element I faw in.

Egypt, which was not derived f»*om the Nile.

Leaving this valley, wc came to the village o;

El-Gourney, where the hills are cut out into a

fepulchral grotto in feveral ftories, with roomsJ

and niches for the reception of the dead, Seve-^

ral of the fipartments are painted, and have aaj

Ibisreprefentcd in the cieling, and fome grotefqu!

figures on the fides.

We next vifited two magnificent convents, o^:

the weft of the Nile. On palling through Squ|

adgy, a Copti preifed us to take cofi^ee with hini|

and to partake of a collation of dates, bread, am

turtle. At our departure he generoufly invitei

us to return and lodge or dine with him.
Having palTed feveral lakes, formed by t

inundation of the Nile, we arrived at length

the convent of Der-Embab(hai, furrounded 1?

an cxtenfive fol>. The gate to the north is of

namente
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imented with Corinthian pilafters, and on the

itablature is a relief of St. George.

The monks prepared a collation for us in a

)rner of the church, the only place they had to

:eive us in. Next morning we viewed the

Ireat Convent, where we obferved feveral fVag-

mts of ancient pillars, and ftones of red gra •

tej from which I conclude that the city of

focodilipolis flood here; and a tradition llill

lains, that a large city extended from one

ivent to the other, which are about a mile

irt.

\n both the churches belonging to thofe reli-

}us focieties are many veftiges of ancient mag-
icencej and the convents bear internal evi-

nce of being erected at a very early period
j

ibably about the time of the emprefs Helena.

^he churches of both convents are built after

fame model, with columns of the Corinthian

(er, feveral of whica have a crofs inftcad of

rofe in the capital

i'he priefts of the Gre.*l Convent, as it is call-

[entertained us with coffee, and offered to kill

leep, if we would (lay and dine ; but we pre**

|ed returning to Achmim, through clouds of
raifed by a high wind, which intercepted

view as much as if we had been travelling

It was my fortune to be at Achmim dunng the

[ival of Chriftmas, on the eve of which I had
)pportunity of feeing the Copti ceremonies in

[Roman church ; for though they are converts

ropery, they ftill retain many of their origin*

Ites.

[s foon as the fervice was ended, I was invit*

)y Malim Soliman, to keep my Chriftmas

ioL, XIU. f with
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with him. We dined in an open fummer hoiife,

on a variety of dirties, chiefly conii'fting of rid/^^

Ibups, ragoos, pigeons, and fowls fluffed witli

rice, and roafted lamb. I was the only perfon

at table who ufed a knife and fork ; and feveraj

of the family waited j for fuch is the fubordina-j

tion obferved throughout the eaft, that the foii|

and younger branches of the family never M
down with their parents or elders, without beinj

particularly invited. ^

Soon after I paid a fecond vifit to the prince,

who exprefled his furprife that he had only feet

me once, and politely delired I would make hii

palace my own, and command what I plcafed.

Here I engaged a boat and four men to pro

ceed with me up to the catarad, and back again

I contraded with them for about the value o

half a crown a day, and certain proviiions ; bo

I found them very importunate to fhare whateve:

I had J
fuch is the natural avarice of the Arab

Having made our bargain, the Coptis who wei|

prefent faid a prayer, according to their cuftom ^|

and Malim Soliman and his friends attended ni;

to the boat, and made me a liberal prefent c

bread and a fheep.

It was the 2Sth of December when I lef

Aclimim. In a ihort time we came to Met

fheech, which made a poor appearance 5 but t

the fonth of it, I faw confiderable traces of

large city. Among thefe ruins were feveral
p^

deftals, cornices, and fragments of granite. Tiij

feems to have been the ancient ftolemais, tlf

principal city in theThebaid.
The Prince of Achmim having recommendii

fne to an officer at this place, I waited on hil

with a present of rice and (bap, both very ai

' ' * ccptatf



1?0C0CKE*S TRAVELS. ^l

sptable here j and procured letters from him to

is fiiends at Aflbuan. I afterwards paid my
[fpe6ts to the mafler of the veflel in which I

jd come from Cairo, who entertained me with

jfTee and hot fliarab, made with fugar and gin-

;r. People of fuperior rank ufe cinnanoon, and

fink it like tea. We fat round a pan of coals,

lile three Mahometans fang Arabian fongs,

iting time with tlieir hands and playing on a
ibour.

lS the barks ufually flop here, this is a place

confiderat)le trade. As I was walking in the

lar, I met with two of their pretended faints,

|rk naked, who ran through the ftreets ihaking

;ir heads, and bawling with all their might,

ikewife obferved a courtezan, who was dreff-

in much finery, and wore a white ihift by
of diftin6lion, whereas the other women

ir blue. Her impudent air, however, was.
icient to charaderize her.

[ext day we purfued our voyage, and foon
|ched Girge, the capital of Said, or Upper
'pt, which is near two miles in compafs, and
jtfy well built. The fangiack, or governor, of
)er Egypt refides here. I vilited the Francif-

miflionaries, who pafs for phyficians j but
re privately a church and fome converts,

\ugh they are often expofed to great dangers.
' infults from the foldiers.

>ne of the fathers conduced me to the Cfti-

:an, who was his. patient, and who is chief
pernor in the abfence of ihe bey. I {hewed
great man the letter 1 carried from Ofman,
to the Sangiack of Girge, and made him a

fent of fome French prunellas, on which he
me a recommendation to Aflbuan near the

F a cataraa.
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cataract. I next waited on the aga, and madcl

him a fimilar prcfent. He received me witlij

great civility. Afterwards, being informed that!

a certain Turk had fome fuperior command overf

thegarrifon ofAflbuan, I paid my refpeds to|

him, but met with a rough reception. He won.]

dered why the Franks vifited the cataracts, and!

aikcd if I had a watch to fell, a pretty intelHgi.|

ble hint that he wiihed me to make him a pre-^

fent of one. However, on feeing what I \m\

brought, he ordered me a letter, which he faid

would prote6t me as far as the three caftles, the

extent of the Grand Seignior's dominions.

On the 31ft I fet out from Girge, in company

with an Aleppine of the Roman Greek church,

and palfed by the large iflahd of Domes, fo called

from a tree of that name, with which it abounds,

I now, for the firft time, faw large floats of;

earthen ware, about fixty feet long, and thirty

broad, which are floated down' the river bij

means of long poles.

The wind proving unfavourable, on the SdJ

of January, we mounted on affes to ride to Furl

fliout J but the prefident of the convent havinj^

notice of our arrival, fent horfes to accommol
date us, and in that ftyle we entered the town

Furfhout is a poor ill*built town, about a rail!

round. It is neverthelefs the refidence of tlij

great flieik, who is governor of a large extent!

country. The furrounding country is pleafanj

all the roads being planted with acacias.

Here the Francifcan miflionaries, who pra6lij

as phyficians, have a convent; but they are oblio

ed to difguife their religious profeflion. I pr3

fented the {heik*s fecretaiy with a few poundst

coffee, and in return he fent me a flieep, ar

^ - introdua^
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troduccd aie to the iheik, whom I found fitting

la corner of his apartraeint, by a pan of coals

;

ton my entrance, he rofe to receive me. I

ideredthe letters I had brought him, and made
a preifent of two boxes of prunellas, fome

Jeetmeats, and glafs veffels. He then afked

lither I was bound ? I told him to the Gata-

ts. He replied with a fmile, that a boat of

mks* had lately gone up, and that the people

tbey wiihed to difcover the way into the.

iitry, ap4 ^hen return and conquer itj and
defired-to know what I wanted to fee. I

the ruined cities. You have not fuch ruins

England, obferved hej and would they per-

people in your country to fee every thing ?

rever, he added, that he would furnifli me
letters and an attendant, and affured me that

[ght travel fecurely.

luring my ftay her«, I was entertained at the

icifcan convent} and at my departure, the

idly fecretary fent me a large flieep and fome
[d and fugar canes for my voyage.

Jbout midnight, on the pth, we arrived at

lera, which is furrounded with woods. It

now the bieginning of the great Turkifti

[Bairam. Having recommendations to two
)metans here, I carried them fome trifling

^nts, and they introduced me to the gover-
who fent his brother to accompany me to

jra, where lie the ruins of the ancient Ten-
the inhabitants of which were worftiippers

;nus and Ilis, and eredted a temple to each.

;reat temple, which evidently appears tohave
ledicated to Ilis, i« almoil entire. It is two

[appears diis muft have been Mr. Norden and company.

F 3 hundred
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hundrerl feet long and forty-five broad j and has

ten flights of fteps to the top. The pillars are

adorned with latge capitals of the head of IfisJ

finely executed. Various hieroglyphics occur in

the different apartments of this fplendid edifice.

j

The remains of feveral other temples are to be!

feen fo near each other, that they appear to have]

had a connedion.
•Having furveyed with pleafure thefe beautj.

ful remains of ancient magnificence I returnedl

to the town. Soon after we pnrfued our voyage!

with a favourable wind, and pafled the canal!

that is cut to the city of Coptos, which at prefentl

is chiefly remarkable for its manufadture o|

earthen ware.

We foon arrived at Kept, the ancient Coptosj

which is inhabited by Egyptians and Arabians!

for the Nile, below the city, running to the wei!|

this was the firft convenient port for carrying oi|

the trade to the Red Sea, to which it lies neareftl

In the early ages of Chriftianity, this city bcj

came famous for being the general refort of th|

Chriltians in times of perfecution; and henc

the appellation ofCoptis, given by the Mahomej
tans in derifion to the followers of Chrill.

Coming to the port of Cous, we rode t^

miles to a miferable town, where Apollinopolij

formerly flood. Few remains of antiquity ar|

here to be feen, except a Greek infcription in ho

nour of Apollo, on a ruined temple. While
was viewing this, ope of the flieik's officers p(^

litely invited me to drink coffee, I afterward

waited on the fheik, accompanied by his fecred

ry, whomi found repofing onhisfofa, drefledij

a kind of blue fliirt^ over his other veflments.

Approachiii
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Approaching this chief, I delivered my recom-

lendatory letters with a prefent, and informing

lim that I wilhed to vifit the ruins of Carnack*

id Luxerein, before I left the country, he or-

[ered my requeft to be committed to writing,

id defired me to go and drink .coffee with his

jcretary. However, I preferred going on board,

rhere I had not been long, before the iheik fent'

acquaint me, that he was going to encamp
;ar Carnack, and advifed me to take the pre-

tnt opportunity of furveying the ruins.

I readily fell into this propofal, and on the

Ith proceeded with a guide to Carnnck, built

part of the fite of the ancient Thebes. On
jginning to meafure the gate of a moft magni-
;ent ruined temple, I was informed that I muft
(iifl, till I had obtained the permiflion of the -

feat fheik, who was now encamped near the
^er. Accordingly I repaired to his tent, when
readily gave me leave to make my obferva-

ms without reftraint. The Iheik himfelf was
leafed to notice my proceedings for two or three
)urs, and I had numerous other fpedators,
[hile engaged in meafuring the temple.

Haviitg ordered my boat to lie near the fheik's -

>campment, I vifited him in the evening, and
,

las invited to fup with his fecretary 5 but I ob-
|ined the favour of that gentleman's company

,

board my veifel, where I treated him in the
;fl: manner I could.

[While I was engaged in the daily furvey of
lefe fplendid remains of antiquity, I was again
lited by the (heik and a number of perfons on
(rfeback, who rode into the temple and con-
rfed with me. One day the fon of the iheik
[the place, condudtcd me to a part of the tem-

ple
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pie inhabited by women, and giving them notice
|

to retire, I was allowed to view their apart-

ments.

The illuftrious city of Thebes was bniU on]

both fides of the river. Some fay it was founded

by Ofiris, and others by Bufiris the fecond. Iti

was firft called Diofpolis and then Thebes. Itsj

opulence and power were lingularly great.

Not all proud Thebes* unrivaird walls contaiin,

The world*s great emprefs on th'^Egyptian plain,

'J hat fpreadi'hcr conquefts o'er a thoufand iiates^ •

'

i^nd pours htt heroes through an hundred gates.

Two hundred hocremen and two hundred curs,

Jrom each wide portal ifTuing to the wars

.

1*opb's Homer,
I

Biodorus fays, " we have heard that feveral

fucceffive kings were ambitious to improve the

city with prefents of gold and filver, with ivory

atid a multitude of coloffal ftatuesj and that]

there was no city under the fun fo embellilhed

with columns of one entire ttone. The build-

1

irtgs indeed have remained to modern times j but|

the gold and filver, and all the coftly ivory and

precious ftones, were pillaged by the Perfians,}

when Cambyfes fet fire to the temples of Egypt.

So immenfe, they report, .were the riches of I

Egypt at this period, that from the rubbifli, after

plundering and burnirg, was taken more than

three hundred talents of gold, and of filver two'

thoufand three hundred!
Of the four remarkable temples, that which I

now viewed was unqueftionably the one men-!

tioned by Diodorus. Its ruins extend near half
|

a mile in length, and extravagant as fome of the

accounts of the ancients appear, refpe6ting its I

fplendor
j



P0C0CKE*8 TRAVELS, 5/

)lenclor and folidity, from its prefent remains I

;e little reafon to queltion the accuracy of their

(elcriptions.

Having fully fatisfied my curiofity in examing
liofe noble antiquities, the iheik's ion offered to

|ondu£t me four miles to the eaft of Carnack, to

le the ruins of another remarkable temple. I

[ladly accepted the propofal, and having nrft en-

;rtaincd my kind guide with coffee, we fet for-

rard, over a country interfered by channels from
»e Nile, to facilitate the watering of the corn.

About two hundred feet to the north of this

;mple, we faw a fpacious gate adorned with four

)mpartments of hieroglyphics. The temple it-

^If is much ruined, except the front, and even

^at is not perfe6t. The grand gate, however, is

itirej and near it is a fphynx about four feet

ing. The ancient city at Thebes probably ex-

[ndcd to this place. In our return I viewed the

linsofwhat appeared to have been a circular

[mple, which meafured one hundred and feven-

five feet in diameter. ,

Two days after, I went to fee that part of
Ihebes which lay to the weft of the river. On
{riving on that bank of the river, being recom-
(ended to the fheik, he furnilhed me with horfes

go to Biban-el-Meluke, or the Court of Kings,
lere the kings of Thebes were buried. The vale

which this lies is about one hundred feet wide,

^d the fides of the hills, which are fteep rocks,

cut out into grottos in a very beautiful man-
[r, with long paffages or galleries over each
ler. Both the fides and the ceilings of thefe

irtments are charged with hieroglyphics of
["ds and beafts, fome of them painted^ and as

fielh
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frtih as when they were firll executed, thougli|

they mud certainly be two thoufand years old.

The king's tomb, as it is called, is one enlirj

ilone of red granite, feven feet nine inches high!

eleven feet eight inches long, and about fix feet|

broad, the cover being made to fliut into it. On

t;l it is cut the effigy of the prince with an hieroJ

glyphical infcription. The room in which iJ

llands is decorated with different columns of hie|

roglyphics, with the figures of men, bulls, and

hawks.
Having viewed thefe extraordinary fepulchreil

by the help of wax-lights, and being much h\

tigued, we agreed to fit down in this fequeftered

place and take our refrelhments. The Iheik con]

oefcended to flay and partake ofmy provifions,

compliment feldom paid.

From hence I went to examine the ruins of i

large temple, a little way to the eaftward. Oa

approaching it we faw the remains of a pyramij

dal gate, and of a very large coloffal ftatue, broM
off about the middle. It is twenty-one feet broaij

at the (boulders J
the ear is three feet long ; ani

from the top of the head to the bottom of thj

neck, it meafures eltven feet. In the firft couil

ofthe temple are two rovrs of fquare pillars, ead

furmounted with a llatuej but they have all \ol

their heads. Thefe ftatues have each a lituusii

one hand, and a flagellum in the other, the ufua|

tributes of Ofiris.

Some of the pillars in this fuperb edifice wen

painted with hieroglyphics, in the fiyle of ti

enamel on the dial-plates of watches 5 but wit|

this difference, that they cannot be detached,

firength and durability, this incrufied motto fuil

_ pafii
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lifes any thing I ever beheld. It is furprifing

fee how the gold, ultra-marine, and other co-

)ur8 have prcferved their luftre to the prefeut

re.

From this temple, which ftill^pofTefles remains

^ fuperlative beauty, I went to fee the ftatues,

fhich I Ihall call the coloflal ftatues of Memnon.
fhey front the Nile, and feem to reprefent a man
\d a woman. They are both fifty feet high,

[om the bafes of the pedeftal to the top of the

;ad. The flatue to the north has been broken

about the middle, and has been conftrudted of

re tiers of ftones J but the other is of one (ingle

lece. They are reprefented fitting on cubical

mes, about fifteen feet high. The features are

juldered away. On the pedeftal of the imper-
ftatue is a Greek epigram j and on the in-

|ps and legs are feveral infcriptions in Greek
|d Latin, in honour of Memnon j but the greater

rt are teftimonies of thofe who have heard his

ind. Indeed, one of thofe ftatues has been
ije6lured to be the famous one of Memnon,
lich founded the hours, as they pretend, from
rays of the fun ftriking on it.

[n my abfence, it feems, the natives had takea
ibrage at my copying the infcriptions ; and had
)pt cxpreffions of revenge. They appeared to

^efirotis of my quitting the place j being pof-

fed of a ridiculous ideai that the Europeans
re the piower of difcovering hidden treafures.

iowever, talked of going next day to vifit the

iple of Medinet Habou ; bat the flieik, know-
the humour of his countrymen, advifed me to

iart.

then proceeded up the river to Luxe re' n, or

fcorj whcte i faw the rains of a large and raag<<
' nificcnt
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nificent temple, unqueftionably within the limij

of Thebes, on the eaftern fide of the Nilci This!

noble pile correfponds with the defcription whicij

Diodorus gives of the fepulchre of OfymandnJ
which, ht ^?»ys, was upwards of a mile in circumJ

ference. According to the fame author, it hadj

this infcription, " I am Ofymandus, king of

kings. If any one is defirous to know how greatl

I am, and where I lie, let him furpafs any of rajl

works."
We firft came to two obeliiks, now fixty fee

high above the level of the ground, which ha

evidently rifen round their bafe. They art

feven feet and a half fquare at the bafej an]

probably are the nobleft in the world. Hiej

roglyphics cover the fides in three columns!

On the top a perfon fits on a throne on eaclj

fide, and one offers fomething on his kneesj

Various other reprcfentations of men and anii

mals adorn the fides. The granite ftill retail

its polifli, and is the mofl beautiful I ever be|

held.

At a fmall diftance ftands a pyramidal gate

and on each fide of the entrance, is a coloilal

Hatueof grey granite, thirteen feet and a hall

above the ground. In the front of the gate ar

windows- and fculptures, particularly a perfoi

feated on a throne, furrounded by others in po|

tures of adoration. The court, within, is almc

filled up with cottages, but has pillars that evil

dently formed a colonade. Beyond this is m
ther gate now in ruins, and a court which rq

prefented the hiftory ofMemnon engraven on
walls. The pillars in the court are forty fa

high. The walls are adorned with fculptiir|

Among the reft is a deity carried in a boat

1 eighted
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lolding a particular enfign*

In the evening I left thefe delightftil mltlS>

lind landed at Etttiont oil the weft, the tincient

[et-inonthis, dnd the <:api.tal df a province of the

rme flame. Tile flieik conduced us to the old

^ity* in the Centre of a fpacious plains whcfiJ

fre the remains of a tettlple that feems id haV<5

^een dedicated to Apollo, from the ntimelfoud

•prefentations of hawks about it* At a fmall

fiftance are the ruins of a beautiful buildiljg*

^hich appears too fplendid for a Chriftian church
the 4th centilry j yet it has crolfes and Coptics

ifcriptions cut on the ftones**

As we were proceeding up the itlvei* With A
lint windj we ihot at a crocodile as he wai
loving into the watch We had reafon to be-

leve the ball ftruck hidii as he opened his motitll

pd precipitately leaped into the wateif.

Next day we danie to Efncj a pretty lafgtt

)wn, where the men, wanting a ftoile for ballaft*

le natives, knowing I was ail Bluropeani Would
)t fuffer them to carry it dn board j obfervirtg*

lat if the Franks drew away that ftone,by their*

iagic arti they would rob them of their treafures*

[here are feVeral antiquities about this place'#

irticularly a temple, which has twenty*fotiif

^lumns in front, without one capital fefembliflg(

lotlier* The iniide of this edifice is blackened
the friloke of fire j but all the parts are well

[ereryed, except the gate and the intertfiediatd

ices between the- front colurQQSi which hav«

Is it not feafoaable to fuppdfft, that the Chriftiani flfny

Ire adapted an ancient tempk to tHc {)ur|D9fa of a gJace whecc

[y wcrfe to worfhip the true God ?

'k. XIIL beea
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been filled up by the Arabs, in order to confine|

their cattle.

. About three miles to the north-weft, we vifitedl

another temple, which I conje6tured might bel

the temple of Pallas, at Latapolis,where both thatl

goddefs and the iiih Latus were adored. On thel

exterior are three dories of hieroglyphics of menJ

about three feet high, and one of them had the!

head of Ibis. This temple appears to have beeii|

linceufed as a church by theCoptis.

A mile to the fouth of Efne is the monafter

of St. Helena, by whom it is reputed to havcl

been founded; but it is more commonly calledl

the Convent of the Martyrs. Here is an immenfel

cemetery, containing many magnificent tombsf

The convent and church, however, are but mean]

This is the laft church in the territories of Egypt]

On the 20th we came to Etfou, once the greaj

Apolinopolis. I waited on the flieik, with a let]

ter from the chief of Fourfliout, on receiving

which, he put it to his forehead, as a mark oil

refpeft. Having made him a handfome prefenti

and^xprefled my defire to fee the ruins, hj

touched his forehead by way of aflent, and as

;

iign that he took me under his proteftion, HJ

then accompanied me to the temple of a grand
py]

ramidal gate. The laft is in excellent preferva]

tion, but is converted into a citadel. The temj

pie was dedicated to Apollo; but the greate(

part of it is buried under ground.

While I was taking the admeafurements of thj

temple, the lheik*s nephew fnatched my memo
randum book from the hands of my fervant, an^

Iran off with it. The fheik and my fervant puf|

fued. Soon after they returned without tii

bo(;Ii

. J
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yodk, which, I was privately informed, I might

redeem for about the value of a crown.

It feems the fheik and his brother had been
)mpetitors for the government^ and as many

^f the people efpoufed the caufe of the brother, I

ras fearful of trufiing myfelf in the flieik's houfe,

jnd therefore excufed myfelf from accepting an
Invitation he gave me. Soon after I returned to

(he boat, the father of the young man who had
obliged me to purchafe my own book, being in-

formed of his fon's difgraceful condu6t, compel-.

;d him to reHore the money -, and thus gave an
Inllance of Arab integrity, the more honourable

Vcaufe it is rare.

Sailing on, we approached towards Hagar Sil-

lily, where the rocks on the weftern fhore exhi-

|ited the forrti of a grand gateway. A little far-

ler, I difcovered five regular entrances into

[rottos, at equal diftances in the rock, furmount-
with a cornice. The Nile now became very

}ntra£^ed, from the rocks encroaching on both

[des. Formerly a chain was drawn acrofs to de-

;iid the pafs, and I was (hewn the rock to which
had been faftened. •;,!

A little beyond this place, the Nile refumedi

[s natural breadth. We paifed feveral fandy
lands, where we faw many crocodiles, which
)peared to be from fifteen to twenty feet long.

In firing at them, they all plunged into the wa-
fr and difappeared.

We now came to a large illand, to the eaft o(
fhich lies the village of Com-Ombo. The prin-,

Ipal ruins here are twenty-three well-wrought;
|ilars, adorned with hieroglyphic^.

;

We now proceeded to the Port of Lafherred,

lere the.caihif of £rne was encamped. I had
G 2 letters



(f4 FOCOCKe's TRAVEMf

betters to him, and offered him a prefent of cof.l

fep ^nd tobapco j but he f^id theris wafs no occaJ

jjon for It, ^e gave me permiflion lO viiit the!

antiquities) but the Arab ibeiks oppofed it. On|

this I returned to the boat, and paflSng by feverall

l^^nds, arrived on the evening ofthe 21 A at Af.l

fowap, ^ vpry ordipary town, with a garrifon of|

janizaries, who lord it over the country,

I produced my recomHieiidatory letters to thel

irga, and iptercbanged prefents with him. Hel

obligingly fent two janizaries to guard the boatj

and invited me to take up my reiidence in hisi

houfe, which kind offer I accepted,

A Turk, belonging to Ofman Bey, who hapt

pened to be in this country, was my mentor on!

^\l occaiiops i and fonie other Mahometans paidj

ipeall the refpe6t and attention I could deflre.

On an eminence above AiTouan ^te the ruinil

f)f th# ancient Syenc, which lies exa6tly urdeJ

the tropic of C?iincer. About the middle of tbfll

l^ins is a building which feems *o correfpotKil

with the defcription of an obfcpvator)', mention'

cd by fitrabo, as being ere^ed over a well, for tho|

fgk^ of making aUronomical obfervations,
' About a mile to the fouthreaft lie the granitsl

quaffi^St Thelfe are not worked deep, but thel

Sope is hewn out of the lides of low hills. I obJ

fefved fome columns ^nd an obelilk marked out|

jn their native beds, apd {haped on two iides.

Oppoiite to Syene is the ifland of Elephantine!

Ip which flood a dty of that name. |t is about|

^ va'i\& longi and two furlongs in breadth, lo

thi^ fpot ilood 9 temple, ere^ed in honour o|

Cnnphis, and a nilometer, to meafore the rife o|

^he rivei^. I faw the remains of a fmall temple,

with d ft^tu^ b^fwi? iti qgl^t fc?t bigh> ia a fit]

ting^
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Ing poflure, with a lituus in each hand. On a

rail is a Greek infcription, much defaced.

Among other ruins is an ancient edifice ftand-

ig, though wholly buried in the earthy which
[ill retains the appellation of the Temple of the

jrpent Cnuphis 5 but it bears a ftronger refem-

|lance to a fepulchral monument than a temple,

is inclofed by a kind of cloifter, fupported by
)lumns. In the area is a grand apartment, with

^o large gates^ facing the north and foutb. The
rails are covered with hieroglyphics, blackened

|y the fmoke of fires, made there by the ihep-

lerds. In the centre of the apartment, I obferv-

jd a plain fquare table uninfcribed, and imagined
lere might be an urn or mummy beneath ; but
rhen I wiflied to afcertain this-faft, the fupcr-

litious natives forbade my meddling. A travel-

er indeed may think himfelf happy in being al-

)wed to furvey thefe ancient monuments with-
it molefiatiop; more he mul^ not attempt,

[he populace feem to confider the Europeans
lerely as forcerers and cheats.

Leaving Afibuan, I rode towards Philae by an
rtificial way cut between little hills and rocks

granite, fome of which were charged with
[ieroglyphics. Fhila; is an iiland of no great ex*"

;nt, but high. The city appears to have dood
the eaft fide, and, except the temples, no vef-

fge of any other building is to be feen. Diodp"*

indeed, feems to infinuate, that none but
|rie(ls were permitted to lapd here, on account
the reputed fan6lity of the ground, Accor?^-

igly the whole iiland feems to have been walled
)und, fomething in the manner of modern for*

icatioos.

C3 I Qbferycd
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I obfervcd that fpecies of hawk, wnrfliippe(l|

here, fculptured among the hieroglyphics in fc»

veral parts, and reprefented with a ferpent ilfut

ing from it, The temple, facred to this bird, ii|

built of free-ftone, on the weft fide of the iilandj

To the eail of this flrudure, is an oblong

iquar^ building, which, according to NordeQ,|

was a temple of I(is. Th« capitals of the pil»

]ars have fome refep[iblance to the Corinthiaal

order, apd rnay be reckoned among the moii

beautiful works of apcipnt archite^ure in Egypt!

r 'oceeding to take a view of the catara6t, wcj

came to the port where the Ethiopian boats lieJ

where we round moft of the people negroes.!

JJere are only a few huts conftruded of mats ariM

Teeds« At this place traders enter their goods,!

und convey them by land to Aifonan } and m
the fame manpcr, articles brought from Lower!

Egypt to Affouan are conveyed thither. Thol

catar^^ bounds the ^thlopean and Egyptian naf

igations. J^ature heie wears her nideft formj

On the eaft fide nothing is to be feen but rocks
i

9nd on the weft the hills are either fand or cliffs
}|

to the fouth high rocks and cliffs appear ; and to

the north the barrier of rocks is fo thick; tha(|

Bttle of the river can b© difcovered.

^ I qow fet QUt towards the north, to J^e th^

catarad, as I imagined, the Nile here running

through the rocks j but my guides litood ftill, and

told me this was the catara^. J was never mor

ftirprifed, perhaps difappointed.

At this place -the bed of the Nik is orqfled hi

granite rocks, which in three feparate places diJ

vide the itream^ itiaking three- falls at eachl

The firft fall appeared to be no more than threJ

feet, . At tH? iecQftdji a little iqw^r down, thj
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river winds round a large rock, forming two
lilreams, and has a fall of about feven or eight

Ifeet. Farther to the weft are other rocks, and
}eyond them a third ilream. Somewhat lower

|]g a third fall, which appeared to be the moft
)nfiderablc of any.

The corn was now in ear, though it was only

Ithe latter end of January, the coloquintida was
Ifull grown, and the little apple, called Nabok,
[was almoft ripe, which in Delta is gathered about
JKovember, I faw people driving camels laden

Mth fenna, and was told that each load was
Iworth two hundred medins, or near twelve ftiil-

hings and iixpence. The baihaw grants a mono*
[poly of this drug to one perfon, generally a Jewj
[who is obliged to take all that is brought toCai-
Iro ; and one Engliih merchant only has the pri*

[vilege of purchaling it of him.
I now returned to Aflbuan, where I met with

Ifrelh inftauces of civility and attention, and next
jday, having put my goods on board, I took my
l^ave of the aga, when fome of his relations at-

[tended me to the boat, where I was vifited by
Ifeveral : among the reft by a brother of the Caima-
Icam of Girge, a genteel and agreeable man,
llodeed I was now irt a country where the iighl;

[of a Turk gave the idea of a friend.

The C^hri(iian fccretary of the Caimacam in-

rufted me with a letter and a fum of money td

ihe amount of three qr four poundsi to be deliver-

[ed at Achmim.. Small as tbU fum may. appear, it

vas capital here j ^nd the confidence repofed in

lewas the greater, ^sJjt was knpwn I was foon
to leave Egypt, ;to return no more, The famo
)erfon complimented me with a Jive iheep, fof

' Icb imade anadcf^uate coippeufation, <
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As Br. Pococke proceeded no farther up the

Nile, before we follow him back to Cairo, we
ihall attend Mr. Norden> who advanced as far as

Derri. His remarks and difcoveries, however,

are not very interefting, and therefore a iketch

will fuftice. The aga of Aflbuan, and the prin-

cipal perfons with whom he was acquainted, ufed

every argument to diffuade him from length-

ening his voyage, reprefenting to his view, the

danger he mull encounter in venturing himfelf

among a barbarous and uncivilized race of men.
Curiofity, however, getting the better of pru-

idence, he was determined to proceed, and the

aga fent his brother to accompany him. He
had alfo a janizary and fome Romilh priefts in

his train, befides fervants and a Jew valet.

Being furniihed with letters and provifions, he

fet out from Affouan, a month before Dr. Po-

cocke*s arrival at that town ; and embarked at

Morroda, above the catara6t. Various magnificent

ruins foon attraded his notice; but as the wind
was favourable, he was obliged to content him-
felf with a diftant view of them.
Near TefFa, which lies on the confines of I

Egypt and Nubia, he faw the remains of fome
ancient edifices, built of white fiones, with the|

internal columns entire.

In the evening, while they lay by near this vil-

lage, fome of the natives ordered them to bring I

the bark to land, that they might fee the Franks

and have fome of their riches. This was refufed,

when a mulket was fired at the vcflel, from each

fide of the river, which was returned by a double

difcharge of fcven mulkets, diredted towards the

place whence the voice came ; but without doing

aoy execution. The native liowever, refumeSI
iA * their
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their firing, and added abulive language ) but

Ibeing threatened with a landing end extermina-r

Ition, if they did not delifl, Mr, Kordea and his

)arty were left undifiurbed.

Next day Mr. Norden landed atScherek Abo-
iuer» being aifdred by the pilot, who was a na«

tive of the diilri^, that he might do it with
perfect fecurity. Here he faw an antique quay
ilong the Nile, formed of ilones cut in the form
jf a prifm, and moft curiouily joined. Near it

^ere a few cottages, built with Hones almoit

;overed with hieroglyphics.

Next day they arrived at the moft difficult

)airage in the whole navigation of the Nile.

The river Is entirely croiTed by funk rocks, round
^hich the water is of great depth, and the inter*

lediate fpaces form eddies or whirlpools. Not-
/ithilanding all the precautions they could ufe,

[he veifel Hruck upon one of thofe rocks, and
lUDg fufpended as on a pivot. Happily the

^ind and current were favourable, and in a lit-«

le time the bark got difengaged from her fright-^

il lituatiqn, and they foon were out of danger.

After fome unimportant tranfadions, they ap«

broached
.
a village named KorofcofF, where the

latives invited them to land. Mr. Norden being
iformed that the Schorbatfchie was there, wait*

fdon this potentate^ accompanied by the aga of

,

fouan's brother, the janizary and the Jew va-

st. They found the prince feated in the mid*
(le of a field, employed in deciding a difputc

)ut a camel. He had the look of a wolf, and
[he habit of a mendicant. An old napkin, once
^hite> formed his turban, and a-red drefs^full of
ipl^, barely fiprved tp cpver his body, -

Mr.
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Mr. Norden paid him the ufual falutationJ

and pat into his hands the letters with which the

aga of AiTouan and thechiefs own fon had favour*!

cdhim. A prefent, however, was wanting to pur-

chafe his civility} and it appeared in the fequel,

that this perfonage was a compound of tyrannyl

and exa6tion, with fome of the word vices that!

can degrade mankind.
By refolution and addrefs, however, Mr. Nor.

I

den extricated himfelf from the embarrafTed

iituation in which he found himfelf here^ and

being carried back by the current, they moored

near Amada, v/here Norden landed to examine

an ancient Egyptian temple, which, in length of

time, had fallen into the hands of the Chri^iansJ

On the walls were paintings of the trinity, the!

apodles, and fome other faints; but where the!

plaller was decayed^ the ancient hieroglyphics!

appeared.

Having taken a drawing of the temple, which!

is dill entire^ he returned to. the bark, withoutl

meeting any of the natives, fave one, mountedj

on horfeback, and wholly naked, except a goat-

ikin covering over his bread. He was armedl

with a long pike, and had a buckler made of the|

Ikin of the rhinoceros,

Next morning, the wind being unfavourable,!

they were obliged to tow the boat along thcl

fhorc. The banks of the river were now chieflyl

covered with lupines and radiihes, of which the|

natives make oil.

Here Mr. Norden remarked an ancient man-|

ner of eroding the Nile. Two men were fitting

on » trufs of draw, with a cow fwimming before,!

which one man held by the tail with one hand,!

and had a cord fadened round her horns, in thel

otherJ
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)tlier, while his companion fteered with a little

)ar, by which means he preferved the balance.

'icarly in the fame manner he faw them pafling

the river with loaded camels.

Two days after they arrived at Deir, or Derri,

fctuated on the eadern ihore of the Nile, near

rhere it begins to bend its courfe to the weft.

?he news of their arrival had preceded them^

md a confluence of people met them at their

landing. The Schorbatfchie had returned to this

)lace, and when Mr. Norden wahed on him, he
found him in clofe divan with feveral other

thiefs. They told him that they had been con-

[ulting about him, and advifed him to remain at

)erri till they could fend a fufficient force to

^anquilh the natives near the fecond cataraft^

^here, he might proceed in fafety with them.
Mr. Norden penetrated through their defigns,

|nd told them he preferred continuing his voy-
re up the Nile in the bark he had hired ; but
Ided, that he would coniider their propofal.

Confulting with his friends in the vefTel, it

ras agreed on to be madnefs to think of advanc-
ig any farther; and that it would be prudent to

iturn as quickly as pollible. In a fubfequent

Uerview with one of the chiefs, he was fully

mvinced that a plot was laid for him ; and he
[as given to underftand that he cOuld not have
ie bark he had engaged, either to proceed or

\tuTn. When one of Mr, Norden's friends urg-

the proteftion of the grand feignior, and the

Ifpleafure it would give him to violate the tra-

iler, the Barim caihif, in a feeming rage re-

(ied, *' I laugh at the horns of the grand feig-

)r J I am here grand feignior myfelf^ and will

ich you to refpe6l me as you ought. I have

examined
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examined my cup^ added he, and find ycm Att\

thofe of whom our prophet has faid, there would

come Franks in dil'guife, who, by prefcnts and

inlinuatiort, would pals ewery where, examine the

Hate of the country, and then return and take

it. But I will guard againft that) you niuii|

quit the bark directly."

This threat being reported to Mr. Norden, hfll

was fatiafied that he ought to negotiate, foti

leave to depart, on the beil terms he couldJ

Thefe were at laft fettled, and our traveller

efcaped plundering by his good condud, and M
relinquiihing a part of his property to fave thcl

remainder. Among other articles, it was ilipulat{

cd, that he ihould give his bed fuit of clothes, al

brace of piitols, fome powder and ball, audi

other forced and voluntary prefents^ of inferic

value*

Still, however, he fu^ered vexatious delaysJ

ftnd when he had fatisfied one rapacious chief]

he found fredi claims made on him by another]

When they fouad he was not to be intimidatedj

they made ufe of the meaned artifices to gain

their ends } by turns foothing and exading, til

at lafl the patience of Mr. Norden was e2i<{

haulled.

Matters being at length finally adjufied, ad
thefe rapacious chiefs being either Satisfied \^iti{

what they had got, or finding all their pretence

for new impofitionsexhaufiiedor ufelefs, our traj

veller was allowed to depart *, and he embrace

the privilege with the finCereft pleafure. In fiij

days he faued down the Nile to the port of Mori

tada above the eatarad> where he had embarke
oa this la^ expedition^ and was congratulate
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hy the people as he paflcd> on efcapitig vith his

We now return to Dr. Pocockc. That gentle*

I

man left Ailbuan on the 27th of January^ and
with few memorable occurrences, arrived at

Girgc on the 12th of Febrnary. The bey wa«
encamped to the fonth of the city, and when I

Uifited his camp> fays our author, I found he had
retired to the haram in the town with his ladies*

However he foon returned, and I was introduc*

ed to him in a mngnificent tent, where be was
feated on a fofa. He was a perfon of a fine coun*
jtenance, and could afTume aifability or majefty^

lac-cording to the occaflon. In his manners, he
[ffemed to relemble the great men of Europe

lore than any native of this part of the world

|] had feen. 1 made him a prefent of fome boxe»
)f prunellas and a fine covered glafs vafe fot
Iherbet. He gave me a very civil reception, and
jrdered fome iX)ffee. On my requeuing the fa-

vour of letters to the governors under hts autho*

rity, he enquired where I had been, and, with i.

fniile, aiked what treafures I had difcovered.

Having obtained the recommendations I foli*

:ited, I proceeded to El-Berbi, which I fuppofd

to have been the iite of the ancient Abydus«
)n the I4th, we arrived at Achmim, and three

lays after at Raigny, where the holy ihelk, who
)refides over the temple of the famous ferpent,

leredy, was at the river fide to receive us,,

I then carried a letter from the prince of Aeh-
lim to the flieik of the village, who entertained

IS with a grand collation, and attended us to the

Totto of the ferpent> where we were fhewii a
pge cleft in the Fock^ out of which the ferpent

Is faid to iffue.

Vot. XIU. H ' Oil
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On the 20th, we came to Meloui, where I

waited on the fardar with a prefent of Engliih

cutlery. He gave me a very obliging reception,

and faid he would either attend me himfelf to feo

the temple of Archemounain» on condition that I

he ihould have half the treafiires I found there,

or he would fend his fecretary. With the latter

I viewed the temple, and then returned. The
|

caia ordered me fome coffee on his carpet> which
was fproad on an eminence.
. Advancing on our voyage, on the 25th we ap.

preached two villages, Sheik Paddle and Benim<
far. ' Thefe villages, which lay on oppofite lides

j

of the river, had a dlfpute about an ifland,

which was fituated between them ; and applying

to a great bey to decide the difference, he was un-

willing to appear partial to either, and bid them
fight it out. This happened to be the day of the

{

battle. We firft heard the firing ofguns, and after
|

fbme time, noife and fliouting, as if for a vi6tory.

As we got nearer, we faw people throwing

themfelves into the water from many parts of
|

the ifland, and fwimming to the eaft, while

others followed, firing at them, or pelting thera

with l^jnes. We now plainly perceived that we I

were got into the heat of adion, and that it was

too late to retire. We therefore prepared for

defence, in cafe we fhould be attacked. Taking
the eaflern fide of the. channel, we pafTed many
perfons fwimming for their lives, one of whom
laid hold of our boat to refl himfelf.. Apprehen-
live that this might be conftrued into an a6t of I

prote6tion to the vanquifhed, we were under fome

alarm; for the weftern people having gaine(l|

riie yidory, we faw thera difplaying their itand-

ard in eKuItation,

: \ ..
.
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The women of the village that had been de-

feated came running to the bank of the river> to

]ook for their huibands» clapping their hands

and beating their breads. Meanwhile a boat

was manned from the eafl> and firing on the

other iide, occaiioned a renewal of hoililities.

We were now in freih danger 5 but on palling

the village, we began to congratulate ourfelves

on being fafe. However, on looking round, I

perceived a ball, which appeared to have been^

fired at us, drop in the water at three or four

yards diftance. This petty battle* of which I

was an involuntary fpe6tator, perhaps, was not
much inferior to thofe ikirmidies among the

Greeks, which Thucydides has defcribed with fo

much pomp and elegance.

Nothing worth mentioning occurred in there-:

maining part of our voyage. On the 27th of
February* we reached Old Cairo, having fpent

exactly three months in afcending to the cata-

ract and returning again.

The Nile, on which I had fpent (o much time,

of itfelf, may be confidered as one of the greateft

curiofities in Egypt. The north wind begin-

ning to blow about the latter end of March,
drives the clouds formed by the vapours of the

Mediterranean as far fouthward as the mountains
of Ethiopia, which flopping their courfe, they

condenfe and fall in torrents of rain. The fame
wind alfo impels the water of the fea, and keeps
back that of the river, in fuch a manner as to

raife the floods above.

The natives indulge an idea that the Nile be-
gins to rife every year on the fame day, and in-

deed this generally takes place about the 18th or

J9th of June. By obfervatrons on its rife for

H 2 three
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three years, I found that the firft fix days it a<l«

yanced from two to five inches daily ; for the

next twelve days, from five to ten inches; and

thus it continues rifing, till it arrives at the

height of fixteen cubits, wh^n the canal of Ca«

iro is cut. After this it continues rifing for fix

weeks longer j but then it is noore gradually 5 for,

fpreading over the land, though the voluncie of|

the defcending water may be proportionably

greater, it is lefs perceptible than when confined

within its channel.

The canals which diftribute the water over iho

country are carried along the highell parts, that

it may be conveyed to the reft. It is remarkable

that no f^reams fall into the Nile during its paf.

fage through Egypt j and as Providence intended

that this river fhould fertilize the land by its in-

iindations, the country of Egypt is lower at s

diftance from the Nile, than in its immediate
vicinity.

The abundant rife of the Nile is the chief bleff-

ing of Egypt. When it begins to rife the

plague flops 5 and the benefit of the inundation

is always in proportion to its height.

Moll authors who give a defcription of Egypt,

content themfelves with defcanting on the ferti*

lity occafloned by the overflcwing of the Nile;

and convey the idea that this country is a terrel-

trial paradifc, where the earth produces every

thing fpontaneouily, after the waters are drain-

ed otF; but the fad is, that few countries require

more culture than this, nor do the inhabitants of

any make ufe of more expedients to fecure a

crop.

There are no fhell-fifti in this noble river, ex-

cept a kind ot mufcle in the oanal near Faium'v;

. nor
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cor perhaps any fort of iiih common in the rivers

of Europe, fave eels and mullets.

The crocodile is the well-known inhabitant of

the Nile, and has been often defcribed. They
are oviparous animals, and the female generally

lays about fifty eggs, which are twenty-five or

thirty days in hatching. The natives fearch for

the eggs, and dedroy them ; but I could obtain

no confirmation of the popular opinion, that the

ichneumon enters this animal by the mouthy and
^ills him,, by tearing his entrails.

It is faid that the crocodile cannot feize a
man fw^imming in the river; but if they furprife

man or beaft on the bank, they immediately

make a fpring, and beat him down with their

tails.

Egypt, extending on both banks of the Nile*

js but of fmall breadth. In fummer the climate

is very hot, from the fandy nature of the foil,

and the fituation between two ranges of moun-
tains. Even in winter, the fun fliines with great

h^at in the middle of the day, though the nights-

are very cold.

In Upper Egypt rain fometimes falls, but not
in any quantities, once in three or four years.

The fouth-eaft wind at times refembles the heat
of an oven ; and the natives are obliged to fhut

themfelves up from its influence. This wind ge-
nerally begins to blow in March, and continues

till May. The north winds, anciently called the

Etefian, then begin, which refrefli the air, and
bring health and pleafure in their train.

Egypt naturally produces few vegetables, the
heat an^ inundations deftroying the tender
plants • but where the Nile has overflowed, ana
the laud is plowed and fown, it yields a plenti-

Ha ful
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ful increafe. Indeed, this country was formerly

the granary of Rome, aiid it ftill produces a cou-

fiderab'.e quantity of corn and fruits.

It feems to have few indigenous trees, though

various kinds flouriihherej thofe which are cul-

tivated in the gardens are doubtlefs exotics.

The quadrupeds are not very numerous. Tha
breed of cows is large, and of a red colour, with

Ihort horns. Oxen are univerfally employed in

ploughing, and in turning the water-wheels.

They have alfo large buffaloes, which are fo im-

patient of heat, that they will ftand in the water

up to their nofes, and when they have not this

advantage, will wallow like fwine in the dirt and
water.

The camel is the common beaft of burthen

here, and indeed throughout the eaft. It is ca-

pable of extraordinary fatigue, fublilis on a little,

and its abliinence from water is moll extraordi-

nary. The young of the camel are reckoned a

dainty difli by the Turks ; but the Arabs never

ufe it, and the Chrillians are prohibited from
killing them.
The horfes, efpecially thofe of Upper Egypt,

are very handfome, and go all pao^.s to admira^

tion. In Cairo, all, except the great, ride on
afTes, of which they have a fine large breed, and
In that fingle city, not lefs than forty thoufand

of them are faid to be kept.

, Antelopes are common in the environs of

Alexandria and other places. They are of a very

beputiful fpecies, with lodg horns. Foxes and

hares are not very common. The tiger and the

jdubber, or hyaena, are very rare.

Among the winged tribe, the oflrich deferves

pre-eminence. In Arabic it is called the ter

gimel
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^imel. Of the camel bird. It is common In the

mountains, and its fat is celebrated as an excel-

](:nt remedy in all cold tumours, the palfy, and
rheumatifm. A large domeftic hawk, of a

brown colour, with very fine eyes, frequents the

tops of houfes, where thev aflbciate with the pi-

geons. The natives have a great veneration for

thofc birds, and never kill them.

On th« illands of the Nile I obferved numbers
ofthe Ibis, one of the divinities of ancient Egypt,
which are f^id to deflroy the ferpents engender-

ed by the mud of the Nile*. They refemble

the crane in ihape, and are of a greyifh colour,

with black wings and tail.

The Egyptians are naturally indolent, and de-

light in fitting and heaving tales. Enervated by
the heat of the climate, they are little adapted

for an a6live life. The Mahometans are either

aborigines or Arabs. The latter are divided in-

to thole who are fettled in villages, and thofe

who lead a migratory life, and live in tents. The
Lift are called Bedouins.

The Turks, who are fo ftyled, to diftinguifh

them from the natives of the countr)-, are thofe

who are fent by the grand feignior. The govern-

ing party is generally fele6ted from them and
their defcendanis. Thefe are moft avaricious

and defirous of power ; and they ftriftly conform
to the Turkifli manners.

Many of the children go naked all 'the year

round, and almoft all of them in fummer. The
moft limple drefs in Egypt fomething refembles

that of the primitive inhabitants. It confifts of

* The do^rine of equivocal generation is now exploded by
taturalifts* Ic is wonderful how It ever could have prevailed.

a lonjj
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a long ihirt with wide (leeves, commonly tied

about the middle. Over this the common people

have a brown woollen robe ; and thofe ofa fupe*

rior rank a long cloth coat, and then a blue (hirt:

but in the drefs of ceremony, they fubftitute a

white for a blue one. Moll perfons wear under*

neath a pair of linen drawers.

The Chriftians of the country, the janizaries,

the Arabs, and the Egyptians, wear flippers of

red leather ; but the Jews have bjue. In this,

country the diftin6lions of drefs, particularly

thofe of the head and feet, are ftri6tly obferved,

and a mnl6t is impofed on fuch as deviate from
the cftabliflied cuilom. None but foreign Chrif-

tians are allowed to wear yellow flippers on any
pretext.

The form of the female attire differs little

from that of the me except that it is fliorter,

and generally of ^Ik. They have a white wool-
len fcuU-cap, befides an embroidered handker-
chief, over which their hair is plaited. A black
veil conceals the greateft part of the face, to ex-
pole which is reckoned the greateft indecency.

They are fond of ornaments, and even the loweft

clalTes ufe them in their noles and ears. Brace-
lets and trinkets are alfo worn by all ranks j the
ladies of a fuperior rank paint their nails and feet

yellow, and their eye-lids black; while their

inferiors ftain their lips and the tip of the chin
wiih blue.

The Egyptians are far from being well featur-

ed. Many of them are fair when young; but
the fun foon renders them fwarthy. They little

liudy neatnefs in- their perfons, which J.iegle6t

adds to their forbidding afpe^ts.

lit
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In Cbeir ftyle of living they are very temperate

and frugal ; though the great are ambitious of
luivlng a numbel^ of fervants and dependants

;

but they maintain them at a fmall e)(pence.

Pfeople of the middle rank are very fond of re-

fbrtiiTg to coffee-houfes, trhere they are enter-

tained with mufic at certain periods of the day.

In others, ftories are told for the amufement of
the guefts. Tradefmen frequently fend home
^r their provifions, and pafs the whole day in

thcfe faihionable reforts.

There are various fe6t8 of the Chriftian religi-

on in Egypt, but none of them are verjr flourilli-

ing. Indeed, Chriftianity itfelf would" be at a

fiUl lower ebb, if the Mahometans did not find

ir neceffary to retain Copti Aewards to manage
their affairs j becaufe thefe people are expert in

accounts, which they keep in a charafter pecu-
liar to themfelves.

Thefe Copti ftewards are the protcftors of the

Chriftians in every village. The Coptis, however,
feem to be very irreverent and carelefs in their

religious exercifes
j paying more regard to exter-

lUil forms and unmeaning fafts, than to thofe du-
ties which alone conftitute the religions chara6ter.

Both people and' priefls are extremely ignorant;

the former perform their devotions by rote in the
Coptic language, ofwhich they generally under-
l^and very little j and, with the Chriftian princi-

ples, they mix feme Jewifli obfervances, fuch as

abftaining from blood and things ibrangled.

They alfo pray for the dead, and proftrate them-
felves before piftures, but they admit no images.

The Coptis bear an implacable hatred to the

Greeks, and have little regard for the Europeans^

whom they rarely diftinguiih by their refpeftive

QatiQQ9
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nations or religidus fe^ts, but include tliem all

under the general appellation 4>f Franks.

Tjic Jews have a great number of fynagogues

in Cairo. A particular fed among them, the

ancient EifeneS) now known by the name of Cha-

raims^ have a feparate fynagogue. They are

diflinguilhed by the veneration they pay to the

Pentateuch, which they interpret literally, and

reject any written traditions and elucidations.

Education in £gypt coniiftsin little more than

learning to read and write, with fome knowledge
of accounts, which is almoft cxclulively pofleff-

ed by the Coptis. Few of the Mahometans un-

derftand the rudiments of learning. In this re-

fpe6t the flaves are much fuperior to their maf-
tersj for many of the former are acquainted

with Arabic and Turkifti ; and are well ikilled

in feveral a6Uve exercifes, which are reckoned
great accomplifhments.
The Turks, in general, are deeply tin6hired

with the do6irine of predeftination, which not

only infpires them with fortitude in danger, but
with magnanimity in dillrel's. Indeed, they be-

have better in adverfe than in profperous for-

tune.

Though they make an oftentation of religion,

by praying in the moft public places, and per-

forming all the cuftomary rites, they are rapaci-

ous, falfe, and cruel j and pay as little refped»

in their conduft, to the admonitions of the pro-

phet, in regard to good works, as if the injundioa
were a dead letter.

The ufe of opium feems to be declining, and
tlie habit of drinking ftrong liquors to be in-

creafing. The Arabs, indeed, are extremely ab-

ilemious^
.1 'ki\i.iU VW 'iJ4:>>'ii
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i^emlous ', and they ufe no means to exhilarate

themfelves, except by fwallowing the leaves of

hecnp) pounded and made up into balls, which,

they lay, render them cheerful.

The humblell Mahonoetan thinks himfelf fu-

perior to any Chriftians; yet the Arabs and the

common people behave to them with civility,

though their curiofity and inquifitive difpolition

often render them troublefome. Even the Turks
afFe6l great affability, when their views are di-

re6ted to a prefent ; but it is eafy to pierce the

artificial veil which complaifance throws over

their defigns.

The greateft decorum and refpe^l are iliewn

by the lower clalfes to their fuperiors, and the

gradations of ranks are well preferved. The
common falute, in pacing, is ftretching out the

right hand, bringing it to the bread, and gently

inclining the head. The falute of ceremony is

kiffing the hand, and putting it to the head.

When an inferior vifits a perlbn of very high
rank, he kifles the hem of his garment. What-
ever is received from a fuperior, is put to thd

lips and forehead, by way of refpeft •, and when a,

Turk promifes his fervice or proteftion, it is fig-

nified by putting his hand to his turban, as much
as to fay, *' Be it on our head."

The ftyle of entertainment, among the Turks
and Arabs, has often been mentioned. I Ihall

therefore only add, that an Arab prince will oft-

en dine in the ftreet before his door, and invite

everyone that pafles, of whatever defcription, to

come and partake of his meal. By fuch difplays

of generofity and hofpitality they maintain their

intereft among their countrymen. In their ge-

Q^ral mode of livings however, the middling
raal^
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ranks of the people and the Coptis fare very )n«

differently. But content fweetens the humbl«lt

meal^ and an ignorance of luxuries is a more;

laiUng fource of eujoynnsnt thdn the polfeUion dt

them. The fewer wants we have, the more arc

we independent of fortune and iituation

.
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TRAVELS OF

JONAS HANJVJY, ESQ.

THROUGH

RUSSIA INTO PERSIA,

AND AITERWARDS THROUGH

RUSSIA, GERMANY, ANP HOLLAND.

JONAS ttANWAY, Efq, To dlftlngulibed a»

a phUanthropid and a real ChriSian, wa«
born at Portfraouthon the lathqf Auguft, 1712.
His father was a naval officer; but lofing hi?

life at a.i early age by an acciaent, the care of

I

rearing and educating the family devolved on the

I

mother, who put^ Jonas to fchool in London^
where he acquired fuch branches of learning a#

[might qualify him for a commercial life^ and
made fome pro^ciency in Latin*

At the age of feventeen, he was bound apr

[prentice to a merchant in Lilbon, where he fervcd

his time with great credit to himfelf and fatif-

fa£tion to his mader. Soon after he returned to

London, and accepted the offer of a partnerfhip

in the houfc of Dingley, a merchant at Peterf-

burgh, who w^ engaged in a Ferfian trade

through Ruflla,

Vol. XIIL I Itt
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86 HAVWAYS TRAVRL».

In this capadty be performed the travels which

form the fubjedt of the following pages. His

work early obtained celebrity i and the character

of the man gave the ftamp of authenticity to his

defcnptions> and of folidity to his remarks.

Mr. Hanway, haying clofed his commercial

engagements, took up his refidence in London,

where he employed his time ia literary purfuits,

and in the far more valuable oGGupation8> of dif-

interefled benevolence and public-fpirited fer-

vices.

It is impoflible to follow him through all his

charitable and praife-worthy undertakings. His

country and mankind were bettered by his vari-

ous exertions in their behalfj and he lived to

reap the applaufe that was due to him. Ho-

noured and refpefted, he clofed this tranlitqry

life on the 5th of September, 1786, ,in the feven-

ty-fifth year of his age.

We now proceed to his travels. In April 1743,

he embarked from the port of London for Riga.H£ed
On his asrival there, about the end of May, helilan

was carried prifoner to the Caftle of Dwena-
mund, becaufe he had come without a regular

paffport, though it was not cuftomary to carry

one. However, having letters of recommenda-
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tipn from the Rullian ambaflbdor, at the court ofIped
London, to the great chancellor ofthe empire, he"
was foon liberated.

He found the weather here as hot as it general-

ly is in Portugal 5 for the fun, at this feafon, link-

ing below the horizon only for three or fourhounj
neither the earth nor the air has had time to cooi.l

Mr. Hanway was received with great kindnefsl

by the Britiih fa6tors at Riga; but as a war at thisHRuf

time fubliHed between the Swedes and Ilu(fian3,|felf^

- I the
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I

the governor had received exprefs oMers to fuffef

Uooneto proceed to Peteriburgb without the

particular permiflion of the court. Thi$ being at

length procured^ Mr. Hanway provided himfelf

[with a ileeping waggon, which is made of lea-

Ither and hung upon braces, and in this manner
|he rode poft to the capital.

Riga was founded about the year ligo, when
Ithis country firft embraced ChriAianity. It is the

metropolis of Livonia, and was ta|E:en from the

Swedes by Peter the Great in If 13, The chief

commodities here are ma(ls> timber, £ax, and
hemp, with which a coniiderable number of (hipg

lare annually laden. The houfes are built with
Ifleep roofs, and are feldom above two flories high.

[The German language is generally fpoken here.

Having paffed through feveral inconiiderable

[places, JVIr. Hanway arrived at Narva, the capi-

tal of Ellhonia, famous for the battle fpught, here

{in 1700, when one hundred thoufand Ruflians

Ifled before a handful of Swedes. This city

jilands on a riiing ground, and is clean and well
Ifortified, though not large. Its trade chiefly

|confiils in hemp and timber.

Our author reached Peterlburgh on the J 0th of
IJune, and was much pleafed with the general af-

|ped of the city. Soon after his arrival herei it

^as judged expedient that one of the partners^ in,

Ithe commercial hpufe to which he belonged^
[ihottld proceed to Periia ', and the intimation he
received of the diftra^ed flate of that country did
|not deter him from offering his fervices^ which.
^ere accepted. ;

Having obtained a paffport from the court oC
IKullia, he provided a ileeping waggon for him-
feifi afecond for his clerk, and a third for his bag*

la * gage.
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gage; He wasalfotiiuended by a Ruffiatt fertant,

d Tartar boy, and a foldierj and took vtpon hinjj

the charge of thlrty-feven bales of Engl ilh cloth,

which was fent forward on the l ft of September,!

and on the 10th, Mr. Hanway followed it.

In two d^ys^he reached the river VolcofF, where
I

the ferry-man, difcovering he i^as a merchant,

began to be infolentj for the Ruffian boors en-

tertain no high refpeft for the commercial cha-

ra6fcer. The foldier, however, brought the fellow
|

to fubmillion, by exerciling his cane^ and our tra-

veller was carried over in fafety.

On the the 13th, one of the waggons ftuckl

in a morafs, which obliged him to fpend the night

in that fituation. Next day they reached Baanitz,

near Novogorod, where they found the weather
|

mild/ and the roads open and pleafant. Provi-

fions were fo cheap, that beef might be.t>urchafed|

for three fahhihgs a pound, and mutton and pork]

in proportion* ' '

The 15th brought them to Vsldai, the inha-l

bitants of which are chiefly Poles,who were taken

prifonersi in former wars j but the di(tin6lion be-

tween them and the original natives is almolt loft.

The drefs of the women, however, is neater than

the generality of the Ruffian peafants; but

they greatly leffen the effe6t of their perfonal|

charms by paint and giddinefs.

The furrounding country is very pleafant j and]

from the many love fongSj which are here the de-

light of the Ruffians, it might be fuppofed thatl

Venus had once fixed her reiidenoe here 5 but

the refined pleafures are fcarcely known among|
the prefent race.

The next day, Mr. Hanway overtook his carra-

Tdn at Twere/ and fearing that he njight not bel

aWe
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[able to reach Perfia fo foon as he intended, he

ordered an additional horfe to be put to each

[carriage.

The Ruffian conveyances for merchandife are

[about ten feet long and three broad, principally

compofed of two ftrong poles, fupported by four

flight wheels, nearly of an equal height. The
[bales are laid on a thick mat, and over them are

placed other mats, with an outward covering of

Iraw cow hides.

Twere is a very ancient city, feated on the

iTwerfa, which runs into the Volga. It is a

[great rendezvous for merchants, who carry on
their traffic along the banks of the laft-mentioued

Irivef.

Qn the 2Qth, Mr.Hanway arrived at Mofcow,
|the ancient metropolis of the Ruffian empire.

Among other grand proje6ts of Peter the Great,

^as a road, to extend from Peteriburgh to Mof^
cow in a dire6t line, for the fpace of feven hun-
Jred and thirty-four verfts, or four hundred and
;ighty-feven Englifli miles. This is in partex-
Eoated, over fuch impediments as would have
terrified a common genius. For about one hun-
Ired and fifty verfts, it is wholly made of wood,
[aid over moraifes, till then thought impafiable.

Mofcow Hands in 55 deg. 40 min. north lati*

iiide, and is built after the eafiern manner, having

few regular ftreets, but many gardens mixed with
|be houfes. It is fixteen Englifh miles in cir-

cumference ; and the river Molkwa meandering,

irough iti ^dds greatly to its beauty and cour
sentence, .

The imperial palace is chiefly remarkably for.

Its thirty . chapels, and its pendant gar4en. The
dumber of churches an4 chapeU in this city al-*

I a moft
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moft exceeds credibility. They are faid to amoiint

to one thoufand eight hundred^ but many of tliern

are very mean.
The great bell of Mofcow is at once a menu.

ment of art and folly. It weighs four hundred

and forty-three thoufand feven hundred and ie-

venty-two pounds, and was cad in the reign of

the late emprefs Anne j but the beam on which

it hung being burnt, it fell to the ground, and

fuffered considerable damage.
This city is the general refidenCe of the Ruf.

fian nobility, who are not obliged to follow the

court 5 and it contains the chief merchants and

manufadiurers of the empire. The dreadful con-

flagrations which have repeatedly happened here,

and the removal of the court, have united to di-

minifti the grandeur and extent of this place;

and now there is fcarcely accommodations for

the imperial retinue, without diftrelhng the peo-

ple.

Having made the requifite preparations, on

the 24th of September, Mr. Hanway left Mofcow,
and palled through a pi6turefque and pleafant

country, till he arrived at Periflawl, where he

found himfelf in another climate : for the harveft

here was not yet gathered in. The profpe6^s are

delightful, and the foil is well weltered, but the

inhabitants exhibit proofs of indigence and dif-

trefs.

Traverfing a pleafant country by good roads,

on the 1ft of Odober he entered the Step, where

be overtook a caravan, confifting of forty loads

of European goods, belonging .to i^rmenian mer-

chants. Next day he arrived at Novochoperf-

kaja, the JRiifliatr frontier towards the Don Cof-

facks, which K ihditfercfatly fortified^ and is al-l
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mod Hid In a grove of oaks. The adjacent coun<^

try is very delightful^ and the travelling commo-
dious.

In the Coflack towns, the people appeared neat

in their perfons and comfortably clothed. The
women were gay and comely ; they wore a high

cap, with two points, in the form of a crefcent} and
their ihifts were ornamented with red croffes.

In travelling through the Coflack country for

three days, Mr. Hanway faw little more thatt

land and Iky, except fome woods which covered

the mountains to the eaftward. At length they

arrived at Grigorilkoi, which forms a kind of
peninfula. Here the inhabitants catch vaft

numbers of craw-fifh, and export the eyes for

medicinal purpofes. They dwell in oaken huts,

and niarry very young. Our author faw a hoy
of fifteen contraSed to a girl of the fame age.

On the morning ofthe gth, they arrived under
the lines that are thrown uj5 from the Don to the
Volga, for the diftance of fiftv verfts. The fofs

I

is about fixteen feet deep, ana a mottnd of earth

rifes to the height of twenty feet, with a ftrong^

wooden rail near the top. At certain diftances

are placed fentry-boxes, from which the guard
can coriinlunicate an alarm to the chief garrifon

at Zaritzen, which terminates the line on the
iweftern bank of the Volga. On this fpot Peter I.

I

intended to join the Don with the Volga, and
this canal was aftually begtm for that purpofe j

but it now ferves as a defence againft the incur-

ifions of tlie Tartars on that fide.
'

The Kuban Tartars were once very formid-
able j .tiut they they are now kept in lubjedtion,

|Thefe people made their appearance in fmall par-^

ties, in a deep valley, near Zaritzen, which
ftands

<u
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ftands on a high bank of the Volga, was an en.

campment of Calmuck Tartars. They have the

fame turn of features with the Chinefe ; but are

iierce and favage. Their arms are bows and ar-

rows j and they feed on the flefh of horfes, camels,

dromedaries, and almofl whatever falls in their

way. They throw their dead to the dogs; and

if fix, or more, feaft on the corpfe, they efteem it

honourable to the defuu6t. What a fmgular and

barbarous idea 1

They pay religious adoration to little wooden
images, which they carefs when they are plea fed,

but beat and ill-treat when the weather is unfa-

vourable, or fortune frowns on them.

Our traveller now fet about procuring a proper

vefTel to carry his goods to Allracan, and found

one, which he purchafed for forty roubles, or ten

pounds. This bark, in her materials and equip-

ment, was one of the moft crazy and indifferent

that was ever truAed with fuch a valuable cargo,

particularly in fuch a dangerous navigation j but

there was ho alternative—a better was not to be

procured.

Having given the neceffary inftru6Uons with,

regard to the conveyance of the goods, he pre-

pared for his own voyage down the Volga, by

engaging, for himfelf and attendants, two boats,

€ach navigated by five men, with the addition of

fix foldiers, by way of prote6tion. This precau-

tion was requifite, as the Volga is frequently in-

felled with pirates, who make ufe of row-boats,

that carry from twenty tQ thirty hands, and are

provided with firearms. Tbefe marauders ap-

pear chiefly in tfie fpring, when the river over"

flows its banks, and facilitates their efcape, ihould

ikcy meet with refiflance. They feliiom fail to

murder



.lurder, a« well as rob, thofe whom they can

)V(*rpower5 but if taken, they meet with the

.noft exemplary punilhment, which, crael as it is,

is not always lufficieiit to deter the reft of the

[gang.

The Rttflian foldi^irs are encouraged to take

Ihcm alive; when they are put on a float, where*

In a gallows is erefted, armed with iron hooks ;

ind the wretched pirates,beingfufpended on them

)y the ribs, with a label over their heads fignify-

[ng their crime, are launched on the ftream, and
Writhe in agonies inexpreflible, till death releafes

llhem. It is a capital offence to give them the

|eaft relief, or even to dii*patch them by a left

}ainful death.

It is reported, thit one of thefe mifcreantj

found meany to difengage himfelf from the hook,

ind, though naked and faint with lofs of blood,

legot alhore, when the firft objeft he faw being;

1 podr ihepherd, he knocked him on the head with
(lone, in order to obtain his clothes. Such is

the lamentable depravitV df fom^ natures, that n6
iariger can intimidate thehi, no example, bow^
5ver dreadful, can reclaim them!
On the 1 ith of Odober, Mr. Hanway put off

from fliore, and failing down the river, he law fe-

deral water-fowl, larger than fwans, which be
luflians call Dika Baba, or the wild old woms f.

^heyHve on fifh j and their fat is cfteemed a
Ifpecific in aches and bruifes.

During their progrefs, the weather proved calni

)nd the current moderate. In many places the
)anks were high and undermined j in others they
(bund a flat (hore of various extent.

On the 17th they flopped at Chernoyare, about
lalf way from Zaritzea to Aftraqan, from which

it
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it is diflant two hundred verfts. This place hail

fome fortifications, and carries on a conliderable

trade with the furrounding Tartar nations. Next

night they had a providential efcape from beinjl

lofi ', and what enhanced their gratitude fortheiil

deliverance^ was the light of feveral wrecks cal|

on the ihore> near the fpot of their danger.

On the 19th^ he reached Aftracan, where bel

was obliged to wait for a veiTtil, commanded byl

Captain Woodroofe, which was to convey him tJ

p€rfia; and employed the interval in viewingl

this city and its environs. I

Afiracan is the metropolis of a province of the!

fame name, and flands in 47 deg. north latitude,!

vrithin the limits of Afia, in an iiland about!

^xty Englifli miles from the Cafpian Sea. It!

contains about feventy thoufand inhabitants^

various nations, whofe different manners and]

culloms exhibit.an epitome ofAiia. It is furround]

ed by an old brick wall, and is well ^arrifonedbjl

iix regiments of Ruffian troops. The houfes ar

jofwood, and moft of them very mean* The up

per part of the town commands a view of the Vol]

ga,which is here near three miles btoad, and, fron

its occaiional inundations, is faid to render the aii|

infalubrious, and to bring on various difeafes.

Many gardens and orchards furround AfiracanJ

and grapes are carried from thence, twice a week]

to the court of Peterlburgh, though the diliauc

IS not lefs than one thoufand two hundred £ng|

liili miles *. The melons are very good ; biill

.though the grapes are in fuch high requeik, tl

wine of this country is very indifferent.

* This appears to be one of the moft aftoniniing inftancesi

CJtpenfive luxury that ever was recorded, and may vie with

{king that ancieiit or modern times have produced t

Abouj
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About ten miles below Aftracan is the fmall

tfland of BofmakofF, remarkable for its large

lorehoufes of fait, from whence an immenfe
(Xtent of country is fupplied. In this place like«

n(e are very capital fiiheries, particularly of
largeon, beluga, and afTorta.

This country is much infefted with ld6ufts,

rhich fometimes appear in fuch fwarms that they

larkeh the iky, and wherevet^j^y alight, leave

iota blade of vegetati^. dHk Woodroofe
Informed our author, that ohceVuing down the

^olga) a cloud of thefe infe6ts had fallen into the

fiver, and obftruded the motion of the boat for

lany fathoms together<<ai' - t "• •

Tne trade of Aftracan coniiUs in red leather,

linen and woollen cloths, thegreated part ofwhich
Is exported to Perfia, from* whence they recSve
lilies, cottons, and drugs,'* particularly rhubarb,

'he laft article is engrofled by the government,

ind private perfons are prohibited from dealing

it, on pain of death.

While Mr. Hanway was here, the governor in-

[ited him to a feaft, at which were nearly three

iundred diihes, which gave him an opportunity

[freeing a lingular fpecimen of Ruffian intem-
lerance, in drinking goblets of cherry-brandy to

Ixcefs. This feaft wasoccafioned by the birth ofthe
|overnor*s grand-daughter; and each ofthe guefts

lade a prefent to the mother, according to his

ink and abilities. In the opinion of our author,

lis is an ingenious way of levying contributions

"'^rchants and others; and though lefs delicate

lan fome of our own ufages, is at leaft as honeil
id creditable.

For feveral miles round th6 city, wherever the
^il will adioit pf cultivation^iarefettlemcnts ofthe

w
*
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Crim 'tartars^ a very civil and induftrioui people I

fubjed to RufTia. Tbey raife good crops ot man.

na, oatR, aad water-^u'i^ronsj but their chief richo

confift in their wives and children, their ilieepj

horfes, and cattle. I

t When a daughter becomes marriageable, theJ

cover her tent with white linen, tie a painted

cloth on the top with red firings, and place bJ

the fide a painted waggon, which is to be M
dowery. This is a fignal for thofe who wantjl

wife, and the girl is generally difpofed of to hiiaT

who offers her father the mod valuable prefent.]

On the 8th of November Mr. Hanway left m\
tracan under convoy of the governor's barge, witi;

twelve grenadiers, and ilept the fird night neari

Calmuck fettlement, compofcd of circular tenti

about twelve feet bigb and fifteen yards in cirj

cumfercnce. In the centre of the tent they mat

a fire, and the fmoke ififues out by a vent at top.l

Tbefe people are miferably poor, and fubfif

all the year round on fifh, which they catch i|

the Volga. They prefer living on the banks i

that fiiream, where the fiags and ruihes grow to|

great height, and allift to fhelter them from tli

^verity of the winter's cold.

At the efHux of the Volga are numerous fms

iflands, and the whole ijcene appears wild and ii^

hofpitable. Arriving at Terkie, Mr, Hamva
embarked on board an Engliih fiup, the £mpre|

cf Ruflia, pleafed ^o exchange his crazy bark ii

a veifel of good oak. It gave no lefs delight i

fee the Britifb flag, and to r^qeive the attentio^

pf his countrymen.

On the 3d of December, having anchored fl

Langarood Bay, he fent to Mr. £lton, a Britif

^&or, t9iQf9ri& iUQ» pf bis anrival^ when ti

. * • gcntlt

'/^
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gentleman wnited on him, and condu£ted him to

the (iiorCt where he gave him a cordial recep-

tion.

Mr. Elton's habitation at Langarood was eight

EngHlh miles from the Tea, in the midH of wood<},

Ifurrounded by marihes^ where the roads were al-

Uod impalfable. This iituatiou naturally made
|the place very unwholefome.

Here Mr. Hanway fpcnt feveral days in con-

lyerfing about the Cafplan trade. It appeard that

Mr. Elton was actually engaged in Jsuilding fliipg

Ifor the ihah, as had been reported in Ruilia j and
jMr. Hanway took occafion to point out his ap-
Iprehenfions of the danger that might arife to

Itheir trads and fettlement in RuHia, in confe-

juence of his engagements with that prince.

One great inducement to open the Cafpiati

trade, was the hope of edabliiliing a new branch

)f commerce from Aftrabad to Mefched, from
/hence Mr. Elton thought it pra6ticable to ex-

pend it to the northern cities of the Mogul's em->

)ire. To attempt the execution of this delign

fell to Mr. Hanway's lot. He had brought with
lim goods to the value of live thoufand pounds,

for which he found no market in this country ;

tnd though the fhah had made an cxprefs decree

[or his fafe condu6t in all parts of his domlnioni^,

le was under confiderable apprehenfions, till he
}und that, in cafe of danger, he might obtain a
[uardof foldiers.

Having taken leave tfMr. Elton, our traveller

^ot on ihip board, and they dire6ted their courfe

)r Aftrabad^ where they arrived on the 1 8th ojf

)ecember. The fea here, as in other parts of tha
'afpian, mak6**i great inroads on the land, fo

hat* in many plates^ trees lie on tlie fliore.

Voi,XIlL K The
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The ftiip having caft anchor, Mr. Hanway fent

an Armenian lervant to know if he might land

his goods in feciirity^ but he foon returned with.

out any information, Indantly they faw raanyj

fires lighted, the fignal of alarm 5 for, it feems,

the natives took them for pirates, and had put
|

themfclves on the defenlive.

Two days after, Mr. Hanway went on ihore,
I

and having fatisfied the natives that he was come

on a friendly errand, they received him kindly,

and conducted him and his attendants to a fmall

Tillage, the way to which lay through thick!

woods and winding paths.

Having difpatched his Armenian interpreter to I

Mahomet Zaman Beg, the governor of AftrabadJ

with his compliments, that chief returned him

an aflurance of his proteftion, and cautioned him

againlt putting any confidence in the natives od

the coalt. A few days after he received a vifitl

from Nazeer Aga, a Perfian officer> attended by al

grave old man, named Myrza, who had a highl

reputation for wifdom. The former had been!

recommended to Mr. Hanway as a perfon of great!

probity ; and on this occalion he m?,de him anl

offer of his houfe at Alirabad, which our author!

accepted with grateful thanks.

About this time the veffel narrowly efcaped|

being burnt, from the accidental conflagration of|

a quantity of raw cotton, which was with diffi-

culty extinguiflied with little damage, after it|

had nearly reached the powder-chell. Same night!

their alarm was renewed by the mountains ap-l

pearing in a blaze, which fire was intentionalM

kindled to deiiroy the infeds ; but, fpreading by!

the wind and the long^continued drought, it madel

fufh progrei^; that the butter in the fliip wai[

melted



HANWAY*S TRAVELS, 99

melted by its heat, and the natives were obliged

to labour with all their might to divert its courfe

from their villages.

On the 2d of January, 1744, Mr. Hanway
pitched his tent on the {hore, and made prepara-

tion for conveying the goods to the city. That

day they were entertained with extempore fongs,

jdances, and congratulations by the natives; and

in the evening they witneffed their devotions.

Next morning Myrza's brother and his two Ibnf

brought horfes for Mr. Hanway, and in a few
hours they reached the city.

The fucceeding day our author waited on the

governor, and made him a*prerent of feveral cuts

I

of broad cloth and fugar-loaves. He was at-

tended by feveral perfoifs of the firft diftin6tioii

in the city, and behaved with great condefcenfion,

I

telling Mr. Hanway that he was welcome to Per-

fia, and that the city of Aftrabad was now at his

I

difpofal. For this high-ftrained compliment, our
traveller returned due acknowledgments, and ex-
prelied the grateful fenfe he felt of his kindnefs

andprotedion.

Mr. Hanway, who was about to become the
jdupe of his own integrity and want of fufpicion,

I now waited on Nazeer Aga, of whofe politenefs

he had received fome lignal proofs. He vvas

far advanced in years j but while his age and his

white beard rendered his appearance venerable,

his manly cheerful manner made his company
pcrfedtly agreeable. This perfon had been the
companion of Nadir, when he was no more than
the chief of a party of robbers in the nei^^hbour-

ing mountains; but feem^d too honed and unaf-

fuming for a favoqrite ; yet thofe qualities had,

Jperhaps, been his fafeguard through • life. The
old man received Mr. Hanway with many tokens

K2 of
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of good will, and fent for fome mafter carriers to

agree about conveying his caravan to Mcfched.

Here our traveller firit received an impreflion of

the equivocating difpofition of the Perfiansj he

found it impolFible to fix them to any thing, and

therefore took his leave for that time.

A day or two after, feveral of the principal

per&ns of the place came to pay their refpe£ts to

Mr. Kanway. Moft of them had an air of im-

portance, and fpoke little; but after fitting and

fmoking the caallean, a mode of ufing tobacco

through water, for a few minutes, they rofe and

took their leave.

The difficulties and delays made by the carrl-

ers gave him great vexaition, and fome of the

townfmen frequently importuned him to open

his bales there, and fell them what they wanted.

To this propofal he did not think it prudent to

accede j but, to keep them in good humour, he

made the moft confiderable perfons prefents of

cloth enough to make a coat.

At length, on the perfuafion of Nageer Aga,

though contrary to his own fentiments, he fiif-

fered the carriers to fet out with ten loaded ca-

mels, two or three days before he was to follow

them with the horfes, and appointed a place of
|

rendezvous, on the other fide of the mountains.

Thefe being difpatched, Mr. Hanway made a

vifit to the governor, who appeared agitated and

confounded. He pretended to be employed in

providing horfes to convey part of the king's trea-

fure to Cafbin, which prevented him from ac-

commodating our traveller with foldiers and

horfes as he wifhed. This intelligence extremely

i^artledhimj but fortunately for his peace, he

was at this time ignorant of the real extent of I

his uuhappiuefs.

Determined
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Petermined to follow the caravan imtnedi-

lately* he prepared to fet out j but while he was

giving the neceflary orders, Nazeer Aga told him
Uis was not a lucky hour, and that he mud not

depart. Our author expreffed his reliance on a

good Providence who ordered all events, and that

jail hours were the fame to him. However, the

Icataftrophe was now ripe. Scarcely had Nazeer.

Uga left him, when the hoarfe found of trum-

pets was heared to call in the neighbouring in*

habitants, the {hops were ordered to be fhut, and

I the townfmen to man the walls. <

Mr. Hanway now "began to recoiled many in^-

Icidents which aflSfted to develope the plot, Na-
Izeer Aga advifed him to fend for his fliip, as they

Iwere all in extreme danger from a rebellion which
(had broken out in the vicinity of the city; but the

Iveflel had failed to another port j and he found

Ithat no one was allowed to leave the city 5 fo that

Ithe loads of cloth he had fent forward were de-

[voted to the infurgents without oppofition.

It now appeared that Mahomet Haffan Beg,

^vho had left the city fome days before, had put

lliimfelf at the head of a party Khajars and Tur-
coman Tartars, with an avowed intention of

feizing the fliah's treafure, and particularly our
traveller's caravan.

The only confolation that Nazeer Aga could

low give Mr. Hanway, was the affurauce, that

rhile he lived, he Ihould be fecured from perfonal

langer. The refpe6t which had always been
khewn by the ch^ef of the infurgents to this old
nan, induced him to venture himfelf among
[hem; but he ufed his eloquence and influence in

^ain to recal them to their duty, though they fuf*

'yed him to return to the city,

H ^ fX beficgcii
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A befieged city, with a faithlefs and weak gar.

rifon, was a new fcene to Mr. Hanway j and the

idea he had formed of the barbarity of the Turco-

man Tartars increafed the gloom infeparable frooi

his Situation. His attendants would have perfuad.

cd him to alfume the Perfian drefs, but he chofe to

remain without difguife. The governor, however,

and Nazeer Aga elcaped by night in the habit of

peafants, and left the townfmen to take care of

themfelves.

Thofe who had not engaged in the rebellion

now curfed our traveller as the caufe of their

diilrefs, alleging that it was his valuable goods

that had tempted the infurre6tion.

But he could not reproach himfelf with hav-j

ing given any juft caufe of offence to any one;

and patiently waited the event. The town was
I

furrendered on the 17th, and the king's treafure

being feized, the general and his attendants

next vifited Mr. Hanway, who, having collected

Iiis men into one room, fent a Tartar boy, who
fpoke the TurkiKh language, to introduce thofe

hotlile guells> and to tell them that he entreated
|

humanity.
They affured himof perfonal fecurity, and that I

us foon as the government was fettled, his goods

iliould be paid for j demanding at the fame time

to know where they were lodged, andaiking for

his purfe, which they returned, after counting!

the money.
It was now apparent on what principles Myr*

za Mahomet had afted. He was in the fecretl

of the rebellion at the time he invited Mr. Han«
way to the city, and had brought him there as a

Vi6im, devoted to ruin j but having nothing|

Inore than his life to lofe^ he diflembled the per-
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mdy be bad experienced, and endeavoured to fe-

Icure the prote6tion of Baba Sadoc, the new go-

jvernor of the city, to whom he made a prefent

|of a piece of rich iilk that he had found means

[to fecrete.

His purfe, however, was again demanded, and

|he was obliged to give it up. Indeed he found that

Ithe Turcomans were not fatisfied with his fpoils;

Ithey propopofed to Mahomet Khan Beg to have

Ihim and his attendants given up as (laves ; and
fearing left he fhould be carried away by thofe

barbarians, into their own country, he refolved

|to effe6t his efcape.

The vidors foon quarrelled about the plunder,

land an order was ilTued that no one iliould pafs

the gates without the knowledge of Mahomet
Haflen Beg. However, Mr. Hanway having
given the governor a regular account of the real

value of the goods, the better to carry on the

farce, was prefented with a bill for the amount,
payable as foon as the new order of affairs was
fettled. The governor alfo direded that a guard
and horfes iliould be provided for him and his

I
attendants.

Accordingly, on the 24th ofJanuary, they took
I their leave of the city ofAftrabad, accompanied by
IMyrza, his brothers, and two fons. At the end of
(he firft day's journey,i&ne ofMyrza's brothers offer-
ed to condut^ Mr. Han^i^?ff^a houfe belonging
'to him in the adjacent mountain, which fcheme
Ihe refolutely declined; and in this he was con-

I

firmed by the carriers, who expreffed their ap-

Iprehenfions for his fafcty, if he complied.

It feems this villain fuppofed our traveller

[was ftill poffeffed of fome concealed property,

land having got hiin in his power^ was determin-
V
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cd to make ufe of the opportunity which pre.

fented itfelf of ftrippiiig him of every thing. I

Finding he could not inveigle him by falfe pre-

tences, he fcrupled not to declare, that he would

not fuffer him to proceed a mile farther, unlefj

he left his baggage, as he could not anfwer for

his fafety.

This crafty veteran, whofe perfidioufnefs wag

exceeded by nothing but his hypocrify, was

playing a deep game. If the rebellion fucceeded,

he intended to make fure of the baggage j if it

failed, he willied to have the merit of pleading

his loyalty, by preferving it for the owner. Mr.

Hanway faw himfelf wholly at his mercy, and

therefore, after having concealed every thing that|

was portable, he delivered up the rell to him.
Next day, our author advanced with, his com-

pany about twenty Englifli miles, and took up

his lodgings in the open fields. Finding that

his condudors fowed rebellion wherever they

came, as the government of the iliah was become
very unpopular, from his tyranny and exa£tions,

he determined to part with them as foon as pof-

iible. They had engaged to carry him to Bal-

frufh, the capital of Mazandera j but hearing

that the admiral of the coall, Mahomet Khan,
was railing forces to check the progrefs of the

revolters, they were intimidated from proceeding

to the place of their deftination, and left him on

the fea coaft, before he knew how to manage
without their fervices.

After a very perilous navigation, he providen*

tially got fafe to Mefchedizar, and foon after

waited on the admiral of the coaft, who congra-

tulated him on his efcape with life, and joined

in the aflfurances which he had received from the

merchants
I
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lerchants at Balfrulh, that the ihah would make
lim a compenlation for his lofles. This lerved

[o revive his dejeAed fpirits j but next day, the

[ebels having advanced within a few miles of

[be city, and the admiral painting the dangers

)f his own (itnation, as he neither was in a con^

iition to give battle, nor dared to retreat for

Ifearof his matter's difpleafure, Mr. HanWay faw
[here was no time to be loft, and efcaped by one
jate as the Tartars entered by another.

The diftrefles he now underwent would be
gainful to relate. Hunger, cold, fatigue, and
[he moft eminent danger furrounded himj but

Ifter various adventures, he had the good fortune

\o arrive at Langarood, which he had left feven

reeks before j and was received by Mr. Elton

nth open arms, who rejoiced at his having
^fcaped with liberty and life.

Mr. Hanway had been twenty-three days in

[caching this place, from the time he left Aftra-

bad ] and for fixteen days he had not taken off

lis boots, nor enjoyed a moment's comfortable

[epofe. His legs and feet were much fwelled

Ind bruifed ; and he was in want of every ne-
[eflary.

Being now in fafety himfelf, his cares return-

Id for his attendants, whom he had been obliged

abandon to their fate. Mr. Elton immediate-
fent fervants and horfes in queft of them, and
ihe difafters which befel Mr. Hanway himfelf

irere great, the calamities which Mr. Hogg, his

llerk, had been doomed to fufter, infinitely fur-

jaffed them. This unfortunate man was almoft

[xpiring of a confumption, when he was brought
Langarood j he had been expofed, for three

lays and as many nights^ to the cold and rain«

without
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without food or iheltQr ; he had been five timet

robbed, and at laft ftripped of his clothes, and

left almofl naked; and would infallibly hav^|

periihed, had he not been relieved by the chari-

ty of fome dervifes, whofe retreat in the moun,|

tains he had the good fortune to difcover.

One of the Armenian fervants, named Mat-'

teufe, and his companions, did not return till

three weeks after, and had the good fortune |o

efcape many of thofe hardfliips. Sadoc Ag^

had given them a paffport, the dilation of whicli

will give a pretty good idea of the idiom of the

oriental languages, as well as of Perfian arro.

gance. " To the victorious armies be it knownJ

that Matteufe, the Armenian is here. Let him

not be molefted, but live under our fhadow."

Being recovered from his fatigues, Mr. Han-

way fet out for Rellid, and after travelling feven

miles, arrived at Lahijan, which is feated on an

eminence, and is reckoned the mod healthjl

town in the province of Ghilan. The rains hai

filled a large flat with water, in the centre oi

which ftood a grove on a moderate elevationj

which ferved to beautify the profpe6t, andti

render it as delightful as the feafon would permit,

Here he was received by Hadjee Zamon% a|

man of fenfe and authority, who loudly com-

plained of the inhumanity of the Ihah and hii

officers. Supper being brought in, a fervani

prefented a bafon of water and a towel to tb

guefls, to wafli and dry their hands with ; ani

then a kind of tea-board was fet before each, co-

vered with a plate of pleo^ in which was a fmaU

* Hadjee, or Sacred, is a title given to all thofe who hav(|

made a pilgrimage to Mecca.

Y
quantit;
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uantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits

nd fpices. Plates of comfits, {herbet, and other

jeak liquors, were alfo ferved up. Every viand

In
this country is fo prepared, that it may be

ten with the fingers -, to. cut dreifed meat it

koned an abomination.

Sapper being finiflied, warm water was
rought in to waih with, and then the converfa-

ion was refumed. This was carried on with

teat decency and attention to the fentiments of

e aged. It is not the richeft man who is here

garded, but he who is moft efteemed for wifdom
nd experience.

Next morning our traveller fet forward to

eihd, well pleafed with his laft night's enter-

inment ; and the following day arrived at that

ity, where he had the pleafure to be viiited by
oEnglifh gentlemen, and three French mif-

onarieSk Soon after, he paid a vifit of ceremony
Ordo Kouli Beg, governor of the province,

ho received him with much politenefs, and or-

red a chair to be fet for him $ a mark of at-

ntion not often paid in this country, where Eu-
pean fafhions are little regarded. The apart-

ent was full of people, feated on felts of earners

lair. After forae general converfation, Mr.
[anway related the hiflory of his misfortunes,

id foon took his leave.

Having here provided himfelf with clothes,

rms, mules, and horfes, he purfued his journey

the 26th. In the vicinity of Reflid, are rice

lelds and plantations of mulberry-trees. The
lountains, however, are compofed of naked
Dcks, piled on each other to a great height, and
le only fertility is in the vales.

On
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On the 28th they pafled the river Klzilazan

in canoes, and fwam over the horfes and vawkA

but the rapidity of the flream rendered this verjl

dangerous. As they^aicended the mountainj

they found the climate much altered ; and tbJ

wind blowing frefli, they were obliged to dif]

mount and lead their cattle along the narrow

paths among the precipices. The rocks here al-|

moft rofe perpendicular from the river.

Continuing their progrefs over the mountains,

OD the lH of March they came to the great plab

of Calbin, then covered deep in fnow, which reJ

fleeted fuch brightnefs from its furface as pain]

fully affected the organs of fight. The village

in this plain are built in fuch a manner, tha

half the tenement is under the furface of tliJ

earth, and the roof is raifed into a cone, the bet]

ter to carry off the fnow. That night they lodg]

ed in a ruined liable} and next day refume

their journey before fun rifing.

When Mr. Hanway arrived at Calbin, l\

waited on Hadjee Abdulcrim, the princi[

merchant in the town, who provided him witii|

handlbme lodging, and told him that it was ic

polfible to proceed farther at prefent, on accoun

of the fnow.

The houfes of Calbin are almoft wholly fub

terraneous, and many of the gardens are belo^

the level of the adjacent lands^ to facilitate th

conveyance of water to them. In general the

build with unburnt brick, and ufe a flrongce

ment of lime. Their habitations are ffat roofed

and confifl of two divifions within an inclofun

of mud. In the exterior court is a fpaciouj

room, called the Aviam, open on one fide, an

iupported by pillars, where ike men difpatc

2 theil
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their buHnefs } and behind this is the haram^ or

women's apartment. Niches in the walls fupply

the place of tables. The floors are covered with

large carpets, and large pieces of felt are ufed by

way of cuiliionF. ,;

Mr. Hanway was hand^olrnely entertained by

the Hadjee on the 3d of^arch. His hofl en-

quiring how he liked Perlia^ our traveller told

him the dilafters he had met with 5 when he re-

ceived the comfortable allufance> that the ihr.b

would do him juliice} but gave a pathetic ue-

Icription of the mifery to which the country was

I

reduced j and inftanced Caibin, which was reduc-

led from twelve thoufand houfes to leCs than 11

tenth of that number. Mr. Hanway fenfibly re-

Iniarked, that when the fovereign had accompliih-

cd his defigns, there was reafon to fuppofe, he
Jwouid alter his fyftem ; for that it never could

(be his purpofe to deftroy his people, as that

[would be annihilating his own confequence.

lo Cafliin is a palace.built by Nadar Shah,

kvhich Mr, Hanway vifited. It has a long ave-

lue of lofty trees before the entrance, and is in-

cioied by a wall about a mile and a half in cir-

cumference, with only one entrance. "Within

Ithis area are four large fquares, adorned with
jtrees, fountains, and running ftreams. The
apartments are raifed about iix feet from the

jground; and the aviam, or open hall, which
ftands in the centre, fliuts in wiih folding doors.

The rooms are ornamented iq the Italian talle,

md the ceilings are embellilhed with moral fen-

tences, arranged in fquares. Moll of the win-
lows are compofcd of painted glafs, in which
[he figures are drawn in proper fhades^ and ex-
[cuted with great fdiicity of deiign.

Vol. ;Xim i- The
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. Tlie haram makes a magnificent app\!afancf,

and is quite feparated from the other parts of ihc

palace, by a wall of its own. The rooms ara

finely decorated, and the whole is refrefhed with

fountains, and adorned with elegant and expen-

live embelliihments.

Near the haram is the eunuchs' apartment,

remarkable only for its having but one door.

Here are Ukewife fome old apartments built hj

Shah Abas, in which are fome inditferent pic

;. tures, by European artifts.

The city of Calbin is fortified by a wall and
I

. turrets. It is famous in hiftory for having been

one of the chief cities of the ancient Parthia, the

refidence of many of the Perfian kings, and the

burial place of Hephoeftion, the favourite of

Alexander the Great. However, the greateft

part of this once-celebrated place was now ln|

ruins.

On the nth of March, the fnow being chiefly I

difiblved, and the weather warm, Mr. Hanway
fet out with a caravan, that was carrying money to

Shiras, under a guard of eight hundred Afghans,

As he advanced, fcarcqly any thing met his view|

but ruin and devafiation, which was the more pi-

tiable, in a climat<; and foil naturally good.

In Perfia it is an eftablilhed cuftom for thel

military to pillage wherever they go, or at leaftl

to compel the natives to furnifli them with what-l

ever they want. This hard treatment fteels the]

hearts of the peafants againfi the calls of huma^

nity. They defend their property by barricade-

ing their houfes, and confider every llranger as si

foe, by which means the innocent fuffer, as well|

as the guilty*
, .% . u, *

. . MfJ
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ras now in

Mr. Hanway at length difcovered that all his

Perfian fellow travellers were in the cullody of a

a mfffengcr. One of them, who was a native of

the eaftern parts of Perfin, particularly attraded

bis notice. He was aimed black ; and appre-

hended himfelf to be in conliderablc danger from

the rcfentment of the fhah. Being of a commu-
nicative diipolition, and finding that our author

ivas an European, he freely fpoke his fentinifnts.

" I am come from Ifpahan," faid he, " where

I have been two years engnged in raifing forces

for the fliah ', and, in return for my fervices, he
has lately extorted four thoufand crowns from

me, and I am now under the dread of fome otlier

aft of violence. It is no unufual thing for my
mafter to fend for a man, in order to flrangle

him 3 and, for my part, I lliould be glad to com-
pound for a fevere beating."

This pri Toner endeavoured to learn, a prayer by
heart, which, if he repeated right in the prefence,

ot the fhah, he faid, it would divert his wrath.

He had alfo another fpell, which wa^ the repeti-

tion of ten particular letters of the alphabet as

he entered the royal tent, clofing a finger at

each, and keeping his fid clenched till he came
before the throne j when he was fuddenly to

open his hands, and by the difcharge of his magic
artillery, to fubdue his fovcreign's refentment. ,

It is aftonifliing to fee in how many inftances

the Perfians deraonftrate the higheft fuperfiition.

Almoft every motion of the body is confidcred as

pofleffed of magic power.
Sneezing is held a happy omen; and they

fancy that falling meteors are the blows of the

angels on the heads of the devils. Cats are held
in great efteem^ and dogs are proportionably de-

L 2 teHed.
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(It

tefted. The Turks, however, are not behind

hand with them in fiiperftitious folly. In the

reign of Shah Abas, the grand feignior fent to

defire that he would not fuffer any of his fubjeiSts

to drefs in green, which colour belonged to the

prophet and his defcendants. Shah Abas, who
was a man of an enlightened mind, returned

this humorous anfwer: That if the grand feignior

would prevent the dogs from watering the grafs

in Turkey, he would comply with his requeft.

On the 17th, they began to approach the camp,

and already fell in with the advanced guard.

As they drew near the place where they expect-

ed to tind their doom, the fears of the Perfian

convoy increafed, and they took leave of our au-

thor with heavy hearts. Their condu£tor, on

wilhing them to get on quickly, was alked, why
he haltened them ; " for, doft thou not know,"*

faid one of them, " that, to condemned perfons,

every hour of life is precious?''

Mr. Hanway having fent forward his inter-

preter to the lliah's minifter, appointed for the

reception of ftrangers, to receive inftrudions; on

the 20th, pitched his tent near the royal ftandard,

and had the fatisfadtion of heaijing that the re-

bellion of Aftrabad w^as fupprefled. But he had

not been long in this fituation, before a loaded

piece, accidentally going off in his tent, had very

near deprived him of life ; nor was he free from

apprehenlion of being called to an account for

the danger in which this involuntary bufinefs

had involved others, particularly as it happened
fo near to the royal refidence. However, it

pafl'ed with no veiy ferious coufequences to any

one.

Having
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Having paid his refpcds to Mufiapha Khan,

he was received with many marks of civility, in-

vited to dinner, and made comfortable, by the

aifurance that juftice ihould be done him. Mean-
while he delivered his petition into the chan-

cery J
and had the pleafure to hear that it was

believed, his majefty would pardon the Perfians

vho had accompanied him from Caibin, as a
compliment to him.

Jn a few days, the royal ftandard was taken

down, as a fignal for ftrikiiig the tents, and the

whole army moved with great regularity, and
again encamped about two leagues and a half

dittance.
i

Soon after our traveller received a decree, by
which it was ordered, that he (liould deliver in

the particulars of his lolles, in writing, to Behbud
Khan, the general in Aftrabad, who had orders

loreftore whatever part of the goods might be
found, and to pay the deficiency, out of the fe-

(jueftered eftates of the rebels, to the lad farthing.

As this laid him under the neceliity of returning

to Aftrabad, it was not quite what he wilhed for,

but he thought it prudent to acquiefce.

Mr. Hanway being now made eafy on thefub-
je6t of his'lofs, amufed himfelf with taking a
ride round the Perfian camp. The tents of the

painifters and officers were pitched in front, near

that of the ihah, and occupied a confiderable

fpace. The pavilion, in which his majefty ufual-

]y fat to give audience, was of an oblong form,

lupported by three poles, adorned at the top with
gilt balls. It had no appearance of appropriate

magnificence, and the front was always open,

I

even in the moll unfavourable weather. The
[roof wcis jcoveicd with cotton cloth/ lined with

''.:, t.3 clouded
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clouded filk. On the floor were fpread carpets,

on which the (liah fometimes fat crofs-legged,

and fometimes he indulged himfelf with a fofa.

At a diftance behind were the monarch's pri-

vate tents, where he retired to his meals; and

aimoll contiguous were the tents of his ladies,

feparated from each other by curtains. The
boundaries of the Ihah's quarter were occupied

by his eunuchs and female Haves; and almoft

the whole inclofure was furrounded by a ftrong

fence of net-work, guarded by a nightly patrole,

that exercifed feverity againft all intruders.

The camp market was about half a mile in

extent. It conlifted of tents ranged like the

houfes in a ftreet, where all kinds of provifions

and articles of convenience were fold. An offi-

cer fuperintends this diftri6t of the camp, and

rides up and down, to preferve peace and order.

All the dealers are under the prot£6tion of fome

of the courtiers, who are themfelves the principal

fpcculators in grain, by which they make vaft

profits.

The fliah had about fixty women, and about

the fame number of eunuchs. When he changed

his flation, he was preceded by running footmen,

chanters, and a watch guard, that fpread a mile

or two, to give notice of their matter's approach,

and to warn the people from intruding. How-
ever, when he travelled without his women, this

precaution was not attended to, and his fubje6ts

were allowed to approach him. His women, and

other ladies of diftin6tion, rode aftride on white

horfes, or were carried on camels in a kind of

elegant panniers. Women of inferior rank mixed
among the crowd ; but not without a linen veil

over their faces^ particularly thofe of Perfian

birth,
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birth, who are very fcropulous ,in this refpeft.

About one female to ten males is the ufual pro-

portion in the fhah's camp.
The horfe furniture belonging to Nadir was to

the laft degree expenfive. He had four fets of

it, one mounted with pearls, another with rubies,

a third with emeralds, and a fourth with dia-

monds of great magnitude. The immcnfe value

of thofe trappings could only be equalled by the

barbarous tafle in which they were executed. In

a vifit to Muflapha Khan, our traveller offered to

get a complete fet of horfe furniture made up ia

Europe for the lliah, which would infinitely fur-

pafs the workmanihip of fuch as he poffefTed 5

but the khan, perfe6tly knowing his matter's tem-
per, replied, ** the ihah has not patience enough
to wait till they are finiflied."

The officers, and even the foldiers, feem to

have a pride in the fplendor of their horfes trap-

pings ; and, indeed, their accoutrements and arras

in general are very rich. It feems to be a prin-

ciple of policy in the monarch, to keep his army
dependant, by encouraging them to expend their

money in articles of vanity.

Muttapha Khan, one of the bcft and greatcfl

men in the Perfian court, ihewed fo much atten-

tion to Mr. Hanway, that, out of gratitude, he
prefented him with a gold repeating watch, fome
tine cloth, and filk. The chief at firft declined

accepting them ; but at lafl, being prevailed on to

honour our traveller fo far, he made a return in

fome jewels, which had once decorated. the head-
drefs of an Indian. The principal jewel confilted

of a large fapphire fct in gold, and cncompafled
with diamonds.

On
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On the 27th of March, Mr. Hanway left the

Perlian camp, and had two foldiers affigned for

his protedion. They how took a different route

j

and had everyr/here the mehmcholy profpeCt of

vaft tracks of lajid, of the richeil foil, lying wade,
and towns and villages, once populous and hand«
fome, reduced to ruin and defolation.

Next day, in the vicinity of an inaccedible

mountain, they difcovered five perfons, who put
themfelves into a threatening potlure, which gave
our author fome uneafinefs. The foldiers entered

into a parley with one of them, and purchafed a
ftolen horfe, belonging to the party of marauders,

who, it feems, were intimidated from attacking

Mr. Hanway, by the reputation which the Euro-
peans poifefs for their dexterity in the ufe of fire-

arms. From this adventure, our author had no
very exalted opinion of the reliance he could

place on his military guard.

On the 29th, they ai'cended the fummit of a

very high mountain, where they found the air fo

extremely fubtle and piercing, that it was with
ditficulty they could breathe. Defcending, how-
ever, into the valley, they enjoyed a very different

climate, and Abar appeared before them with an

enchanting afpe6t. But this city had fufiered

like the reft, and it was with difficulty they

could procure a lodging in it.

The mountains, over which their dir^Gt road

lay, being ftill covered with fnow, they were
obliged to take a circuitous route, and in the

fpace of four leagues, they had occafion to crofs

a branch of the Kizilazan no lefs than fixty-fivc

times. This river was about thirty feet wide,

and between two and three deep : the flream

was rapid; and the bottom ftony and rough.

After
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After a journey of ten hours, they arrived at a

^fl'olate caravanfary, where they found nothing

but water ; but fome hofpitable inhabitants of a

Tillage they had previoully paifed through, had
fnpplied them with provifions. Next day, on
approaching the mountains that cover Gbilan,

ihey found the refle6tion of the fun fo ftrong,

that it was with difHcuhy they faved themfelves

from the fcorching heat. At length, being al-

moft exhaufted, they came in fight of the village

of Arfevil, which being barricadoed with large

fir trees, except one narrow paflage, excited a

fufplcion that it was in a ftate of rebellion. This
apprehenfion, however, w^as foon relieved, by
their learning that the inhabitants had thus fe-

cured themfelves from the couriers of the fliah,

who feize their horfes, and ride them without
mercy. They gave our traveller and his attend-

ants a kind reception j but in two hours after

their arrival, eight couriers arrived, well-armed,

employed on fome miflion for their fovereign.

Tbefe couriers exercife many a6ts of wanton
cruelty, and think the authority under which
they a6t is fufficient to prote6t them. The poft-

niafters, who fupply them with horfes, are fubje6k

to grievous oppreflions, and have frequently de-

mands made on them beyond what they can an-
fwcr. One of thefe contra6tors being charged
by Nadir with difappointing his couriers, made
this bold reply :

** For every ten horfes, in my
power, you fend me twenty couriers j and a man
bad better die at once than live to ferve a rafcal.'*

With this he immediately (tabbed himfelf. The
fliah exclaimed, " Save him I he is a brave fel-

low P' but humanity was now too late: the

I
woand was mortal.

While
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While in this village, Mr. Hanway had the

pain to fee fome youths, invefted with military

power, ftriking old men, whole alpe6t entitled

them to reverence, for trivial omiflions, or for no

fault whatever. His Armenian fervants feemed

defirous to imitate their example j but he re*

ftrained them, by theairurnnce, that they lliould

fufFer tenfold punilhment if they injured any one.

After eroding a high mountain, they defcended

into a pleafant and fruitful valley. Spring had

already i'trewed the ground with her fineft bloom;

and the brightnefs of the Iky, together with the

pi6turefque appearance of the country, filled the

mind with the moft pleaiing ideas. The river

Kizilazan meandered through this delicious fpot,

and the moft beautiful woods and lawns diverfh

fied the fcene. - j , .t^4

How happy, {Ays Mr. Hanway, ml^^ht Pcrfiabe,

did not a general depravity of manners involve her

inhabitants in fuch inextricable confufion ! But

how much happier ftill are thofe countries, though

under a lefs favourable Iky, which enjoy a mild

government, and whofe inhabitants are infpircd

with fentiments of true religion and virtue, which
alone can blunt the edge of thofe ills to which

mankind are univerfally fubjed !

On the ift of April, Mr. Hanway pafled the

defiles of the mountains, which guard the pro-

vince of Ghilan, and next day arrived at Reflid,

where he had the pleafure of meeting fome of|

his friends. On the 5th, he reached Langarood,

where he once more found himfelf happy in the I

fociety of Mr. Elton and the French miflionaries.j

Though near the fcene of his former fufFer-

ings, and obliged to have intero'^jurfe with fome I

o£ thofe who had contributeu to his difaftersj

with
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With a mind fuperior to revenge^ he indulged

that Chriftian charity which alone can fecure

tranquillity, and render the mind happy when
it turns on itfelf. -

.

Mr. Hanway was here vifited by a Perfian

prieft, in company with Shahverdie Beg. They
entertained him with feveral quotations from

their poets, particularly in regard to love and
women ; and exprelfed themfelves on this fubjeft

with great delicacy. 1 he prieft, or mullah, ob-

ferved, that though their laws allowed of four

wives, befides concubines, he confidered that man
as the moft virtuous, who confined himl'elf to

one J
while, on the other hand, he regarded celi-

bacy as a crime againtt nature.

The Perfians may marry for a ftipulated time,

and after that is expired, both parties are at li-

berty; but if the woman proves pregnant, the

man is obliged to fupport her for a year, and if

ihe produces a male child, it belongs to the fa-

ther j but if a female, ihe retains the exclufive

right to it. Even legitimate marriage does not

feem to entitle the women to any diflinguiflied

privileges ; for they are confidered as little more
than creatures formed for the pleafure of their

Jords, '

The women of Ghilan are fair and handfome.

They have black eyes and hair ; and they darken
the former by art. They are generally low in

ilature, and have delicate features. The children

of both fexes have fine complexions j but the

boys foon contract a tawney hue.

The women here are very induftrious, and are

frequently employed in the toils of agriculture,

on which occafions they do not always conceal

their faces with a veil. When women of rank,

howevcri
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however, go abroad, they are not only veiled, but

have a fervant to clear the way for themj and

it is reckoned the greateft mark of unpolitenefs

to look at them *.

The Perfians are much governed by ihew aud

external parade. Hence Ibme of the European

factors have carried their oltentation to the mod
ridiculous pitch. Perhaps this condu6t is politic

among a people who are fwayed by appearances;

but it Teems in fome cafes to be carried too far.

The province of Ghilan is partly furrounded

by mountains, and has many difficult paifes, for

which reafon it is not eafily kept in fubjedion.

Reflid, the capital, was formerly reckoned a raoft

infalubrious (ituation, from the thicknefs of the

woods which furrounded it j but fome of thefe

have been cleared, and the place is no longer fo

fatal to life. The whole province however is

marftiy ; and it is obferved by the natives, that

only women, mules, and poultry enjoy health,

which may poflibly arife from the coniinement

to which they are generally fubjedt.

But though the climate is unpropitious, the foil

is rich, and produces exuberant crops. Fruits ot'

all kinds are very plentiful ; but the grapes, for

want of cultivation, are but indifferent. Indeed,

molt of the fruits are unfavourable to the health

of ftrangers, particularly the peaches and figs,

which partake of the pernicious moillure of the

foil.

Having taken care to provide himfelf a proper

armed guard, on the lH of May, Mr. Hanway let

* How finguhr do the cuftoms of fome countries appear}

when contraltcd with thole of others ! An European lady would

feldom go abroad, if ihe did not hope to attraft notice. Yet

vanity is charafteriitic of ths.fex in eveiy country.

out!
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out for Aftrabad. The firft evening they were
benighted and loft in a wood^ though they had
fucceflively procured feveral guides, who aban-

doned them through fear. In this dilemma they

advanced towards a light, where they found a

houfe barricadoed with trees. In vain did they

|ufe their entreaties with the owner to conduit

them to Radizar: they were obliged to break

into his houle by force, and to carry him with

them in a rope. Unwarrantable as this condu6k

may appear, it is confonant to the pradtice in this

diftrafted country ; and they took care to reward

him for his fervices, though they were involun-

jtary.

Next day they entered the province of Mazan-
Ideran. On the 4th, their cattle were attacked

|by a large wolf j but being driven off by the

Iguard, the favage contented himfelf with killing

|a cow. Soon after they fell in with a detach-

lent of lifty foldiers, the commander of whom
courteoully offered his fervice to guard them.
Ten men were accepted, and the officer wa»
complimented with cloth for a coat.

As they advanced farther into this province,

;hich greatly refembles Ghilan in its foil, di-
late, and produ6tions, the peafants began to

T\ow daring, and one of them feized the com-
mander of their troop by the throat. As it is

Jangerous to proceed to extremities, Mr. Han-
i^ay recommended forbearance, and even with-

drew from the houfe alligned for their lodgings

a tent in the open air that he might not in-

[ommode the women and children belonging to

le family. Such attentive humanity is very
Imiable in any perfon, and proijably was little

Ixpeded among the people of this country. How-
* Vol. XIII. M ever.
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ever, night drawing on, he found himfelf in a

very bad neighbourhood; for thefe villagers hav.

ing engaged in the late rebellion, began to be

apprehenlive that the ftrangers were fent to fcize

them, and took to their arms, but foon retired.

The inhabitants of the neighbouring mountainj

were equally difafFedted, and feveral horfemen

poured down into the village in the night, no

doubt, with a view of plundering them j but find-

ing Mr. Hanway and his party prepared, they

returned without attempting any thing. It was
I

evident they were confidered as extremely rich;

for the natives would not be perfuaded, but that

all the brafs buttons on their clothes were folidi

gold.

As foon as it was day, they left this unpleafantl

lituation, under a hot fun, which the Perfians

feemed little to regard. During the heat of thej

day, however, they took Ihelter in a wood, re«

folving in future to travel only in the cool. Ail

they approached towards Amul, the country ap-

peared flill more pleafant. This city (lands atl

the foot of Mount Tajius, and is waflied byal

fine river, over which there is a bridge of twelve!

arches.

The Perfians have a tradition, that if any gol

vernor or commander pafles this bridge on horle-f

back, he will foon be deprived of his ofHce^ i(|

not of his life. On this account, though tliel

ftream is very rapid, the natives generally lord itjf

and, as our author did not chufe to be regarde

as a perfon excluded from the common bountie

of heaven, he thought proper to gratify opinioij

fo far as to alight, and lead his horfe over tbij

fated bridge,
'

-

JV W
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Here are the ruins of an old fortrefs^ Avbiclt

appears to have been very ilrong and regular for

Perfia} and likewife a fione palace, in which
Shah Abas often relided, which commands a
pleaiant prorpe6t, and is well contrived for cool-

nefs and convenience. In the garden are cyprefs

trees of extraordinary iize and height.

In this city our traveller met with a writer

belonging to Mahomet Khan, who, after detail-

ing the particulars of the l^te rebellion, invited

bim to a concert of muiic. One inftrument re-

fembled a flute^ another a guitar, and a third

a kettle-drum; to the niufic of which an old

man and two boys fang and danced. Dancing is

confidered in this country as mean and ignoble,

and is pradifed by none except fuch as make a

I

trade of it for hire. It feemed principally to

|con(ift in gelliculation.

To entertain Mr. Hanway to the beft of his

I

power, the writer then fent for a prieft celebrated

for his voice 5 but neither the vocal nor inftru-

mental muiic had much charms for an European

I ear.

In the evening of the gth, Mr. Hanway left

lAmul, and travelled through a delightful coun-
[try till they reached fialfrufh, the capital, where
he learned additional circumllances relative to

the fate of tlie rebels. Among the reft, he was
told, that the governor appointed by Sadoc Aga
being feized, had holes cut in his fleih, and
lighted candles put into them, in which (hooking
condition the unhappy chief was led naked about
the market place, till he expired with lofs of
Iblood.

A day or two after Mr. Hanway paid a vifit to

[Mahomet Khan^ who had a delighful reiidence

M 2 a few
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a few miles from the city. It was far from being

fuperb
J but the adjacent woods and rivulets gave

it an air of charming fimplicily, beyond the fiucft

ftrokes of art. In the area before the houfe,

one hundred and fifty men were drawn up under

arms, in double lines, to receive the gueft. Our

author alighted from his horfe at a fmall diflance,

and advanced towards the khan with the ufual

falutation. He was fitting in the aviam^ or

outer court, and received him with many expref.

lions of kindnefs j and, as a proof of his regard,

releafed a man that was tied and condemned to be

beaten ; adding^ that he did this purely to honour

his viiiter.

Our traveller made this chief a prefcnt of fome

fine cloths, and a cafe of choice liquors, of whicii

he was immoderately fond. Having prevailed

on his gued to tarry all night, he ordered poultry

and a fheep to be killed. Refolving to fliew hitn

fuch attention as would wipe off the ilain of his

former ill treatment j for whic^ he condefcended
|

to make an apology.

After dinner, mufic and dancers were fent for,!

who tortured the nerves of our author the whole

evening with their noife and gefticulation. When
the dancing men finiflied, they prefented Mr.|

Hanway with an orange, which was a civil in-

timation that they expected a recompence for|

tlieir trouble.

This entertainment being over, the khan in-

vited him to drink brandy with him, and ex-

prefled his aftoniihment, when he found that an|

European and a ChriiHan was not fond of fpiritu-

ous liquors. The khan, and his friends, indeed,!

Ihewed no relu6tance in this refpedt ; and after

Mr. Hanway retired, it is probable they finilhed

the
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the (Irong waters he had prefented him with.

The ul'ual mode is for each perlbn to have a plato

of fwcetmeats before him, and to drink their li-

quor out of tea-cups^ till they drop with intoxi-

I

cation.

Next morning, Mr. Hanway viewed the monu-
Uent of the k ban's favourite wife, who had lately

been buried in an adjoining wood. It had an
epitaph, in which the trite fentiment was repeat-

ed, ot comparing life to a flower, that bloflbms in

the fpring, attains the full luHre of beauty in the

fummer, begins to wither and decline in autumn,
and when winter comes on, is liable to be blown
to the ground by every guft of wind, where it lies

land rots.

Mr. Hanway now left Balfruili, and proceeded

Ion his journey through a fine country to AUea-
Ibad, which has a palace of mean appearance, but
Idelightfully fituated. The moft capital work of

lart in this vicinity is the caufeway, built by Shah
(Abas the Great, which extends from Kelkar, in

the Ibuth-well corner of theCafpian, to^Allrabad,

|{jnd beyond it; comprifing, in the whole, an ex-

tent of three hundred Englifli miles. It is raifed

tu the middle, with ditches on each fide, and, in

Vome parts, is twenty yards broad. In fome places

jt is bordered with a thick wood, whofe luxuri-

ant branches afford a delightful ihelter to travel-

lers.

At Sari, the next ftage, are four temples of the

luebres, or worihippers of fire, who formerly pof-

jfelTed all this coaft. Thefe religious edifices are

potundas about fifty feet in diameter, raifed to a
)oint of near one hundred and twenty feet in

[leight^ and are formed of the moil durable ma«>

M 3 Continuing
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Continningtheirroute to AflirefF, they hada view

of the mountain Demoan, on which, the Perfians

fay, the ark relied, while theArmenians afcribe this

honour to Mount Ararat, which in clear weather

is alfo vifible on the wettern coaft of the Cafpian.

At AfhrefF, they law a celebrated palace of

Shah Abas, the moft magnificent of any on the

coaft of the Cafpian Sea. Over the entrance are

the arms of Perfia, a lion with the fun riling be-

hind him, emblematic of the ftrength and giory

of this empire. Within the gate is a long ave-

nue, on each lide of which are thirty apartmentg

for guards. The next gate opens into a garden,!

through which runs a ftream of limpid water,

that falls in feveral cafcades^ with a bafon and|

fountain at each.

In an adjacent building is a princely aviaraj

painted with gold flowers on a blue ground, and

containing feveral portraits, by a Dutch artift, ofl

no very mallerly execution. On the lides of thcl

aviam are feveral fmall apartments, and behind

them other waterfalls that pour down the fidesl

6{ a fteep mountain clothed with wood.
The garden is chiefly laid out in walks, bor«|

dered with rows of pines, orange, and other fruitl

trees. Beyond this is another garden, whichl

feems to be confldered as facred ground, as theyl

were not permitted to enter it. I

They next vifited a banqueting houfe, JedlJ

cated to a grandfon of Ali j and, out of refpe6t toT

this place, they were defired to leave their fworda

at the door. The folemnity with which our auJ

thor was introduced here, infpired at flrfl: a kinl

of awe ', but it was foon exchanged to contemptj

on feeing the room adorned with fuch painting

as could only pleafe a voluptuous Mahometan.
Thfl
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They were then ihewn another houfe and gar-

den, in which was a ftately dome, whofe top was
painted, and the walls covered with Dutch tiles>

as far as the gallery. On an eminence, at fome
diiiance. Hood a building, intended for an obfer-

vatory.

The whole ftru6turecommands the view ofa fine

country and of the Cafpian Sea. In iliort, every

circumftance confpires to render this place de-

j

lightful, and filled our author with many pleafing

I

ideas J
but the wretchednefs of the people con*

I dantly recurred to his thoughts, and damped the

pleafure he felt from a view of the country.

On the 15th, they left AdirefF, and on the way

I

met a courier from Myrza Mahomet, to befeech

Mr. Hanway to hallen his journey, and ufe his

iiitereft to fave his life. As they approached the

city of Aflrabad, they met feveral armed horfe-

men, carrying home the peafants, whofe eyes had
|bcen put out for taking a part in the late rebel-

lion. Near the entrance of the city, on each fide,

[was a lione pyramid, full of niches, which were
jfilled with human heads that made a mofl ghadly
appearance.

On entering Aflrabad for the fecond time,

[r. Hanway found it a fcene of mifery and defo»

lation. That day the eyes of thirty perfons had
}een fccoped out, four had been beheaded, and
}ne burnt alive ; two hundred women had been
)anifhed the city, one hundred and fifty ofwhom
lad been fold to the foldiers as flaves.

When Mr. Hanway was introduced to Behbud,
the king's genv*;ral, he found him furrounded by
toldiers, and employed in judging and condemn-

ing the unhappy infurgents. After the firft com-
)limeats^ our author delivered the ihah's decree,

which
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which was received with every mark of refpe^t,

and given to .the fecretary to read. A fpeedy

compliance with it was promifed, and Mr. Han.

way was then entertained with fweetmeats, and

large white mulberries, which are a delicious

frnit. During this repaft, the prifoners were re-

moved, and the fecretary made a complimental

fpeech on the utility of merchants, who ought,

for their fervices to kings and countries, to be

proteAed by all parties, and injured by none.

Sadoc Aga, who had a principal hand in Mr.

Hanway's misfortunes, was then brought before

the tribunal. When our author faw him before,

he was a youth of more than common vivacity,

was richly dreffed, well armed, and full of mirth,

What a change now appeared ! His garb was

mean, his eyes were deprived of fight, he drooped

his head, even the tone of his voice was altered.

The general told him he muft pay for our travel,

ler's goods, and enquired how they hadf^been dif. I

pofed of. " All I know of them," faid he, "
is,

that they were taken byMahomet Haflfan, and by I

him diftributed to the people. Would to God I

that Mahomet HaiTan, and his whole houfe, had

been buried deep in the earth, ere I had heard his|

name ! And how can I refund ? I have nothing

left, but thia mean garb you fee on my back) anJ

this, indeed, is rooie than fufficientj for, after youl

have deprived me of my fight, of what value is

life to me r
This feeling fpeech was accompanied with that!

emotion, natural to a daring fpirit : it ought to

have melted the tyrant; but to filence him, he

cruelly ordered the miferable man to be ftruck on

the mouth, which was done with fucb violencej

ihat the blood gulhed out,

X SadocI
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Sadoc Aga being removed, Myrza Mahomet
[las brought in, loaded with wooden fetters, and
heavy triangular wooden collar about his neck,

Ir. Hanway might then have retorted the

wrongs he had received, had he been a brute ; but

he was a man, and a Briton, and wounded with

klie piteous objects b?fore his eyes, his heart was
\oo full to bear the light any longer.

He then vilited Mahomet Huflein Khan,^'hore

3n had been governor of Aftracan before the re-

ellion, and who had been charged with the mur-

der of Shah Toehmas, the laft legitimate fovereign'

tf Perfia. He aflured Mr. Hanway that his buli-

tefs (hould be expedited according to the (hah's

brder, and obferved, ** I am charged with a par-

licular commiflion to execute punilliment on the

rebels. I muft do that for which I know I (hall

damned. To-morrow is a day of blood j I

pill make them pay you, though I pull the money
bt of their throats."

This was too much for humanity to hear: Mr.
lanway was incapable of thanking him for this

(loody intention. The unhappy rebels had a6ted,

ideed, as if they n-»eant to devote themfelves to

jinjyet an oppolition to fuch execrable tyranny

panted only more ftrength and wifdom to give it

]e ilamp of glory.

Next day, eight Turcoman Tartars being tak-

In, were brought into the city, on which the ge-

|eral exprelfed great fatisfadtion, obferving, that

lany niches in the pyramid, called by his own
|ame, were yet unfilled. In Perfia a malefa6tor

I executed with little ceremony; he kneels, and,

[ronouncing his creed, " There is but one (rod,

lahomet is his prophet, and All his friend," his

sad is (truck off with a fcimeter.

When
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When Mr. Hanway waited on Nazeer Aga,

who had been his firmeftfriend, he exprefled great

fatisfadion at feeing hira alive, after the dangerjrj

they had both run through. This perfon had beeo

well remunerated by the (hah for the ferviccs

he had rendered him during the rebellion.

In a few days after, Mr. Hanway was informed

that Captain Woodroofe was arrived in the bay

ofAftrabad, and NazeerAgaadvifed him, by letter,

that, as feveral of the hordes were ftill in arms,
it'

might be dangerous for him to truft his property!

on board the fliip. Our author thanked him fori

his care; but affecting fecurity, as the beft meanj

of preventing danger ; he returned for anlVerJ

that the great guns would deliver them from thi

danger of the moft numerous aflailants that migh'

have^he termerity to attack the vefTel.

On the 21ft, Myrza Mahomet delivered to^

Hanway the greatell part of his baggage, and alfo|

paid him as much as money as, he faid, was in hii

hands, or in his power ; in hopes that our authoi

would intercede in his favour. Next morning in

waited^on the khans, and told them that Myrz;

had reftored his baggage, and that he hoped hi

would be pardoned. " For your fake," faid thi

khan, " he (hall be faved. His majefty has fliewi

you honour, and it is my bulinefs to do the fame.

Mr. Hanway made his acknowledgments, ani

Myrza was liberated.

Mr. Hanway had now received to the valued

about five thoufand crowns ; and was requelb

to take a part of the remainder in female ilaves,

This he pofitively refufed to do, perhaps to thi

aftoriiihment of the general, who, learning lii

was only thirty-two years old, feemed to be looki

infl
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Ijncrfor a fplution of his continence in his hoary

jocks, till he was told that he wore a wig.

Delays ftill intervening about the payment of

the remainder of the money, the governor prelTed

^Ir. Hanway to take his obligation for it, paya-

ble in ten or fifteen days, as the general was
obliged to march, and avowed that he could

not depart without a receipt j and that he mull

iill men till he completed the fum. Mr. Han-
iray exprefled his hop* that no one would fuffer

on his account ; but that he could not anfwer to

bis principals to give ^ receipt in exchange for

jny obligation whatever.

Some days after, our author privately conveyed

pn board the (hip, money and goods to the valu&

of eleven thoufand crowns, and on the 29th he
^ifited the fhip again with five thoufand crowns

pdore ; leaving MatteuXie, his old Armenian clerk,

jnd two fervants to folicit for the remainder, that^

m due, in conformity to the ihah's decree.

Before Mr. Hanway takes his leave of Perfia,

|ie gives fome account of the religion of the Gue-
Ires, which is ilill preferved by fome of the pof-

lerity of the ancient Indians and Perfians. This
religion fprang from Zeroafter, who lived about

Ihe year of the world 2860. This great philofo-;

bher, ftruck with the demon ftrations he obferved

[fthe perfedtion of that felf-exiftent Being, who
the author of all good, taught his followers to

TOrfliip God under the fymbol of light or fire,

[onlidering the brightnefe, aftivity, purity, and
icorruptibility of that element, as bearing the

10ft perfedt refemblance to the nature of the be-

neficent Being. Thus the Perfians honoured the

m as the brighteft image of God, and offered up
leir facrifices in the open air, thii^kin^ it inju-

rious
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rions to the majefty of the God of Heaven, v;\^A

fills immenfity with his prefence, to confine
hij|

fcrvice within walls.

About fix hundred years after the firft Zeroaf.l

ter, another philofophcr, of the lame name, arofej

who refined on the doctrines of his predeceirorj

and canfed temples to be built, in which thefJ

cred fire was ordered to be continually prefervedj

The Guebres, or Gaurs, fiill adhere to the tenetJ

of thole two philofophers, with a few modi(ica.|

tions, and their veneration for fire is unabated.

What is commonly called the everlalling firej

IS a phenomenon of a very extraordinary nature]

This objeft of devotion is to be feen about ten!

miles from Bakir, a city of the Cafpian Sea, wherj

are feveral ancient temples of (lone, fuppofed to[

have been all dedicated to this a6tive and pun

clement. Among the .*eft is one^ in which thJ

Indians now perform their devotions. Near thj

altar is a hollow cane, from the end of vvhicl)

ififues a blue flame, like that of a lamp burningi

with fpirits. This flame, the worfhippers prel

tend, has continued ever fince the general delugel

and they believe it will lafl: till the confumma]

tion of all things.

Round this temple are generally forty or fiftJ

poor devotees, who come on a pilgrimage froiJ

their own country, and are charged with theexj

piation of the fins of their friends and neighboura

which, it feems, can be done by proxy. The

mark their foreheads with faffron, and the moil

diltinguiflied for piety among them, obfervj

certain painful and invariable poflures of thei|

limbs.

At a fmali diftancefrom the temple is alow cleftc

A rock, with a horizontal openinginear fix feetlooj

an
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three broad, from which iffues a blue flame,

like that from the ree.d or cane in the temple. In

ferene weather it burns low, but during a high

wind, it fometimes mounts to eight feet; yet

without any apparent effect on the rocks or fur-

rounding objects. Here the devotees alfo pa/
their adorations;

What is ftill more (ingular, for two miles

round this place^ on removing the furface of the

ground td the depth of two or three inches, the

uncovered part immediately takes fire on apply-

ing a coal or torch to it; but though it warms
{the earth, it does not change its fubitance. If a
ane, or even a paper tube, be fixed, about two
inches deep in the earth, and a live coal be held

ver the top and blown on, a flame inllantly if-

ues, without burning either the cane or the pa-

er, provided their edges be luted. Three or

our of thofe burning canes will boil a pot, and
n this manner the people drefs their viduals.

Though this flame burns fo fpontaneoufly, it

ay be as eafily extinguilhed as that of fpirits of

inc. Round this remarkable fpot, brimftone

s dug,, and fprings of n^ptha are found. The
prings boil up highell when the weather is

hick and hazy ; and the naptha, often kindling

nits furface, fpreadswith incredible rapidity to

conliderable diftance. In fhort, the everlailing

re is really natural to the foil, an ^ may be traced

brimftone and naptha. The latter, indeed, is

e only fuel the inhabitants ufe for domeftic uf<^y

ind is generally kept in earthen veffels under
ound, and at a diflance from their houfes^ be-

laufe it is apt to kindle of itfelf.

In the peninfula ofApcheron is a kind of white
aptha, of a thiner confiftence^ which the Ruf-
Vol. XIII. N fian$
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iians nfe medicinally, and it is faid to be carried

into India, where, being prepared,, it forms the

moft beautiful and durable varnifli known.
But to refume the narrative oftranfadions : Mr.

Hanway, having lived fome time in a very friendly

manner with Mr. Elton at Langarood, finding

his health declining, removed to Lahijan for

change of air, and from thence to Rclhd. About

this time Mr. Elton, who had hitherto (hewn him

the extremeft kindnefs, being much offendedl

with our author's employers for their fubmiflionl

to the Rnflian court, and apprehenfive that hel

might be blamed foi* his engagements with the!

Ihah, which were abfolutely inconliftentwiththel

views of the Ruffian company, fuddenly con-

traded an unreatbnable enmity againft our tra.|

veller. But the details 6f quarrels can never

pleafing to the benevolent, and therefore wcpafJ

dver them.
Mr. Hanway having, with extreme difficultjJ

and after long delay, obtained a recompence foJ

his lofles, he difpofed of the cloth he had recoved

ed, in Reihd ; and laid our the produce, as wt\\

as the money that he pofleffed, in raw filk.

• Thus having finifhed his mercantile tranftcj

tions, he left the city of Reflid on tlie 13th

September, and arriving at Perrybazar, he em<

barked in a flat-bottomed Perfian boat, and oq

the 29th reached Yerkie, where the commandc
of a guard-fliip, ftationed there, informed hinl

that if he had any goods on board, which we

hot the produce of Ghilan, and did not declar

them, the law made it capital to the ofFendcr|

and decreed that the ihip and cargo ffaould

liurnt.
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The KufTian coniiil, it feems had Informed the

governor of Aftracan, that the plague was raging

at Caihanj ai\df in confequence of this, Mr. Han*

)fiiy was (lri<5tly interrogated, if he had any goods

on board from that place. They were then or-

dcced to land on a fmall defolate iiland to the

eaft of the channel of the Volga, where a furgeon

examined them with the ufual precautions ; and«

after being fatisfied they were not under infec-

tion, their letters were dipped in vinegar, and de-

ivered to him.

Renewed enquiries were made, as to the places

rom whence they had taken their cargo, and
ivhere they had perfonally been iince tlicy left

uilia-

In this (late matters remained, till the 1 1 th of
6lober, during which fpace they fuffered both

rom the weather and the want of freih provi-

ons. At lad, a fignal was made by the guards

ip for Mr. Hanway and the captain to come oa
oard, when they had the mortification to be
njoined the performance of quarantine on an un-
nbabited iiland, Hill more to the eadward. But
hat affected them moft, was to learn that all their

etters, difpatches and paflports, with the lives of
elve foldiers, were loft by the attacks of the
almucks, on the party which carried them.
At length, the governor of Aftracan lignified

i permiilion for Mr. Hanway to come up as far

$ the IftandofCaraza, iituated on a fmall branch
f the Volga, on condition that he brought nei-

er clothes nor baggage with him. At this

lace he was lodged in a houfe detached from
le crew and the other paftengers, and, before he
as fuffered to proc^e4 further, he was required
drip himfelf entirely n^K^d in the open pir«

N 2 and

m
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and to pafs through theunpleafant ceremony of

having a pail of warm water throwir over hino.

Having undergone, this 4ircipline, he embarktd

in a barge rowed by twelve grenadiers, and failed

for Aftracan. The day after his arrival he waited

on the governor, whofe. behaviour appeared ranch

changed lince he vifited him before. On the

fubjed of trade in general he was very referved,

though very inquiTitive about Mr. Elton's. pro,

ceedingsj and not even the application of a

handfome prefent could procure more than dif*

tant civility and.conllrained attention.

Every danger of infection appearing vifionary

to the moiVfcrupulous, our author obtained leave

to depart for Peteriburgh on the 22d of Novem.|

ber j but the Volga being covered with floating

ice, he refolved to travel by land, and finding
a|

Ruffian convoy under a guard of Coflacks, purfu

ing the fame route, he was happy to join themj

with his two fervants 3 and in this form th&

croffed the Volga.

On the 2Sth, they met a large caravan oniti

way to Aftracan j from which they learned, thai

four perfons in the neighbouring towns were miffj

ing, and, as a bloody {hirt had been found on thi

way, it was concluded that they had been murderei

This intelligence taught them to keep a ftri6iei

watch than ufual, and induced thofe to keep cloft

together, who, from the impatience to get forwarf,

were before inclined to feparat*e from the convoy]

A few days after they found a Ruffian waggoi

and the harnefs of feveral horfes, which belongi

to the perfons who had a6tually been murdered.

At Zaritzen, where they arrived on the 3d ol

December* Mr. Hanway dined with one of hi

fellow-travellers, who a6ted as fub-governor
M



hanway's travels. J3jr

tliptown. This gentleman prefented his wife

to the cuinpany, who faluted her> as is cudomary;

after which, he prefented them witli fmall cups

I

of brandy on a falver, and which fhe again re-

peated after dinner, though ihe did not lit at

table. At this entertainment the viands were
linimerous, but ill-dreired j and the quantity of
liquors drank was almoll beyond belief.

It appeared, this feail was made on purpofe

j
to reconcile a friend of the holt and a principal

merchant of Aftracan, who bad quarrelled. Thicir

jiealtbfi being drank, they were deflred to kifs

each other; and tlien the reil of the company
faluted them in a Similar manner. To complete
Ithe farce, they immediately began tq reproach

leach other for paft injuries; fo little reliance is

Ithere to be placed on friendOiips contradied at

Ithe focial board.

As the fnow at this feafon rendered the road*

JtnpaiTable for wheeled carriages^ Mr. Hanway
caufed hiswaggon to be placed on a Hedge,and fet

)ut on the ^th, accompanied onlyby two feryants.

\'ext day, the cold was fo intenfe> that w^oe
^'roze under his feather-bed. At night he reached
^aihaliena, lituated on the Don, where he fovind

poverty, but liberty and content. The winds
low Wew fo exceflively keen, that the carriers

)uld not always venture to face them; for which
kafon they were frequently obliged to halt, and
generally to diredt their way by a compafs.
On the 13th, they Hopped at Brufano> where

the inhabitants informed ^em, that the preced-
ing night a band oC robbers had broken ioto fome
lioufes, and not omly plundered the inhabitants of
i'hat they could find, but tortured them, by put-

[iog fire between tlieir fingers, to make them
N 3 difcover
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difcover their money. Thcfe villians were clofcly

purfiied, but efcaped.

During this inclement feafon, the peafants live

in the moft miferable manner. Few of their huts

have any chimney, and as the fmoke of theftoves

is carried out through the windows, they are lo I

filled with fmoke, that it is impollible to breathe

at more than two or three feet from the floor,

till the wood is burnt to allies j and therefore,

fuch as wifli to efcape fuffocation, muft crawl in

|

on their hands and knees.

At Mofcow, where our author arrived on thel

22d, he received letters, informing him of hisac-l

ceflion to a confiderable fortune by the death Qfl

a relation. He ftaid at that metropolis four days,!

and provided himfelf with a light lledge, in whichl

he determined to travel poft. Thefe vehicles arel

fo well adapted to the climate, and fo eafy, thatl

Mr. Hanway flept at one time, without waking]

while he had been carried one hundred verfts, oi|

iixty-iix Englifh miles.

The whole road between Mofcow and PeterfJ

burgh is marked out in the fnow by plantation!

of fir-trees on both fides j and, at intervals ar

large piles of wood, which may be? lighted wheii

any perfon belonging to the court paifes thai

way in the night. The diftance between the tw(j

capitals is no lefs than four hundred and eighty

eight Englifh miles j yet Peter the Great one

performed the journey in forty-fix hours.

Mr. Hanway arrived at Peterlburgh on the ll|

of January, after having leen abfent about

year and four months, in which fpace he ha

travelled above four thoufand miles by land.

Peterlburgh, it is univerfally known, wa

founded by Peter I. in the beginning of the prJ

fci
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fent century, and may now be confidered as the

modern metropolis. Though the Toil was t'or-

nierly a barren morafs, the genius of the founder

has converted it into folid land, and raifed an
elegant and fuperb city, on a fpot the moll un-

promifing. This place ranges on both fides of the

Neva. At the upper end of the north fide Hands

the citadel, which is more remarkable for the

number of lives facrificed in building it, than for

its llrength.

As Peter took Arafterdam for his model, this

city is interfedted by canals j but, fingnlar as it

may appear in fuch a climate, the houfes are

chiefly built in the Italian tafte, and have more
numerous windows than the buildings in Eng-
land*.

The climate in the Rufiian dominions is very

I

various. In the month of February, at Pcterf-

burgh, the fun generally ihines bright, the iky is

clear, and every object feems to glitter with gems,
while tl>e human frame is braced by the cold.

Riding on fledges then conllitutes the principal

|amufement of the young and atlive.

March commonly brings Ihowers, which, with
Ithe increafing heat of the fun, begin to melt the

furface of the ice, which in the Neva is fometlmes
three quarters of a yard thick. About the end
lof that month, it frequently breaks up, and navi-

[gation begins to be reftored.

April is often warm, and ferves as the prelude
|to the fpring ; but it is fometimes the beginning

«

* By the Jieavy duties which have b^eo laid on windows in

this country, modern architpdlure is Uc^ormedj for few now
jean afford to ftudy the beauty of appearaace, but only thef-iv-

]ing of expence.

of
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ofJune before vegetation has mar'e any confidera-

ble progrefs. The heat at that leafon becoming

very intenfe, its effects on nature may be vifibly

traced from day to day.

From this time, till the middle of July, the fun

is almoft conftautly above the horizon, except

for about two hours every night. The heat, at

this period, is even difagreeably intenfe ; and

would be iiill more unpleafant, did not winds and

ihowers occasionally refrefti the air. Mr.Hanway,
I

who rciided here five years, once experienced a

delightful feafon till the end of September j but

tliis rarely happens : Auguft clofes the fcene of

rural beauty and vegetation; fo that three months]

alone in the year, nature appears animated.

In Odober and November the Neva is always
I

frozen, and when once the ice becomes folid and

the fnow hard, the period of fpcedy and fecure

conveyance by fledgescommences. At that feafon,

it is nothing unufual to bring frefli proviiions to

market at the diilance of one thoufand Engliih

miles. In December and January the cold is fo

very fevere, that many perfons, who are expofed|

to it, either periih, or lofe their limbs.

The Ruflians are generally of a middle ftature,!

though many of them are tall and comely. The!

women, however, are lefs lovely in Ruflia thanj

in many other countries, and even what charnul

they naturally polTefs are obfcured by paint. Itl

is an avowed fentiment with them ; that if theyl

have fufBcient plumpnei^, they can procure themj

felves beauty.

The common people are drefled in long coatil

made of Iheep ikins, with the wool inwards, an^

they wear fur caps. However, perfons of rani

drefs nearly in the fame manner as the Englidij

cxcep
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except wearing a great coat lined with fur, with

Ib fur capi whenever they go abroad.

Except the difference of petticoats, the lower

jclafs of women wear flieep-lkin coats, like the

men J
but thofe who move in a higher fphere

have filk cloaks lined with furs, which are rich or

I

ordinary, according to rank and fortune.

Having clofed his commercial engagements at

Ipeterlburgh, on the 9th of July 1750, Mr. Han-
way left this place, and proceeding along the

banks of the Neva, catne to the palace of Strelna

Mufa, abo,ut twenty verfts from the capital. It is

Ifituated on an eminence, and commands an ex-

llenfive view of the Gulph of Finland. The gar-

Idens are laid out in a line tafle, and the whole
ledifice was intended to have been on a magnif-
icent fcale, had Peter lived to realize his ideas,

[However, Peterkoff, which that great monarch
Jeft a mean building, by the partiality of his Tuct

[ceflbrs, has rifen into grandeur ; while Strelna

lufa has been negledted. Indeed, Peterkoff has
lany local advantages. It has fine water-works,

^aid to referable thofe of Verfailles, and the land-

scapes it commands are highly pidurefque.

Mr. Hanway, palfing the Gulph of Finland,

(irrived at Cronftadt, where unfavourable weather

(:onfined him here feveral days. This delay gave
lira an opportunity of examining the dry dock,

Contrived by Peter the Great, which is one of the

loft ftupendous works of the kind in the world,

[t extends above feven hundred fathoms, is (ixty

leet wide at the bottom, eighty at the top, an4
forty deep, furnifhed with different fiood-gates.

Tourteen line of battle Ihips maybe accommodated
|ere at once. Adjoining is a capital refervoir.

'

- '

^'
The
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Thelfland of Cronftadt is about eighteen mild
I

in circumference, but very barren. The great

refort of mariners, however, to the town, renders
i

it a populous and flouriihing place.

On the 15th, our author embarked in a fmall

yatch, and in three days landed at Revel. Thisj

place is the capital of Eftonia, and lies fifty leagues

from Peterlburgh. It fubmitted to Peter I. by

capitulation, and is only taxed with the acco:nJ

modation of five thoufand foldiers, and three

thoaland failors. The population within the

walls is calculated at eight thoufand fouls 3 and

the fuburbs are large and well inhabited. The

people feem to be formal and precife in their

manners, but are extremely induflrious, and live

in the moft perfe6t fecurity. The houfes are all

adapted for the reception of merchandife, and

there are l?^ge magazines of corn, with whichl

the country abounds.

Great part of Revel ftands upon an eminenccyl

and has regular fortifications. The ftreets are!

neither wide nor uniform, but fome of the edificesl

are (lately, particularly the public buildings,]

though they contain little remarkable.

On the 19th, Mr. Hanway re-embarked, andl

pafling the lile of Gothland, belonging *o Swe.

den, on the morning of the 24th they entered thel

Vifiula, and failed up to Dantzic. This city isl

about three Englifh miles in circumference, andl

is well fortified with lofty works and a double well

fofie. The fortifications require about one thoiJ

fand five hundred men to man them; but this citjl

cannot maintain fo many, unlefs on emergendesJ

The houfes of Dantzic are generally five fioriejl

high, which, with other peculiarities in theirl

llrudure, takes off from the apparent width m

m
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theftrcets. The inhabitants are very agreeable in

theirmanners, and the women have all the peribnal

Uttraftions of the Englifli ladies. Here wonien

of diftindiou aiFe6t the Poliih manners, and the

niott refpedful way of falutivig a lady, is to kifs

her hand, or rather the hem of her petticoat, as

lis
commonly pradifed by ihe Poles.

A republican fpirit pervades this great rom-
Imercial city, which is under the protedion of

Poland *. The arfenal is well filled with arms

|ofdifferent kinds > but many of them are old and
lufelefs.

Among the curiofitieswhich chiefly attracted our

lauthor's attention, was the great Lutheran church,

very ancient ftru6t:ure, which ftill retains the

crucifixes and other emblems of popery. This,

\t feems, is not merely a raatier of indifference,

was ftipulated by treaty. Among the paint-

1 ie on wood by Van Dyke, reprefenting

IQt V .redion. It is much admired for its ex^

{)re(lion, though it is faid to be one of the firft

performances in oil colours.

Corn is the principal article of traffic here^

?hich, in plentiful feafons, is brought down the

^iflula in amazing quantities. The veffels em>
kloyed in this trade are about fifty tons burden ;

lud fometimes no fewer than one thoufand fix

iundred of them pafs down the Viflula within a

tear.

Our traveller having fpenta week very agrec-

3ly at Dantzic, and provided himfelf with a
lariot, took leave of his friends. He foon en-

* So many revolutions have taken place in this part cf Eu-
within lefs than Haifa century, that the politician is con-

[unded, and the philofopher and the Chriftian gain new force

jtiieir argu.-ncQts a^ainit expe^inj; ibbility in human affairs.

tered
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tered the Pruffian dominions, and at Stolpe, a
|

fmall pleafant city, he was examined whence he

came, and whither he was going. This is ufual

in Prufiia, and gives a good idea of vigilance and
|

military difcipline,"

He now travelled over an open pleafant coun-l

try of arable lauds, pretty populous, but not rich.

At Stargard, the metropolis of Pruffian Pomeia-

nia, is a cathedral church of great antiquity j and

three reforjned churches, in one of which fervicel

is performed in the French language.

Our author next arrived atKoeninlburg, a fmalll

town on the Oder, which river he crolfed byal

timber bridge. On the north bank is a fine pa-

lace and garden, belonging to the Margrave ofl

Schwedtjwith a very neat town, bearing the famel

name, adjacent. Near this place he faw the bo«|

dies of two malefa6tors, who had been broken onl

the wheel. A gallows, he obferves, is planted near|

every town on an eminence, though the vigilanc

of the government prevents the perpetration oj

manycrimes,andconfequently executions are rare]

The palace of the margrave is the only objefi

that has any grandeur of appearance for manji

miles. Men of family and fortune generally fiocll

to court ', and the country is thus deprived oj

their a6tive fervices on the fpots from whencj

they draw the income that fupports their ftate.

As he approached to Berlin, the face of tlij

country began to wear a more cultivated afped

but the want of inclofures is a defeat in rural eml

bellilhment} nor is that vivid verdure to be fee

here which captivates the eye in England.
From Dantzic to Berlin, the diftance is fiftjl

fcven German, or about two hundred and fiftl

£nglifh miles.
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The entfance into the metropolis of Pruffia i»

jiry and elegant j the ftreets are regular and clean,

and the houles uniforni. Near the Pont Neuf,

over the Spree, is an equeftrian ftatue of Frederic

WilHani the Great, which is efteemed a piece of

excellent workman (hip. The palace of the Pont

I

JJeuf is alfo a magnificent pile.

The firft objeiS that llrikes a traveller is the

I

royal palace, called the Caftle. The walls of the

grand front are feven or eight feet thick, which,'

though they add to the ftrength of the building,

give a dark and gloomy air to its apartments.

The economy ufed in this court deferves no-

Itice. The common articles of furniture are of

ffialfy lilver, in which the fafliion does not exceed

feven per cent, fo that four millions of dollars

[might be ealily realized, ftiould the exigencies of
[the ftate require it. In this palace are the pidures

[of CharlesV. and his emprefs,the frames of which
[are of folid filver, and weigh fix hundred and
]xty pounds, or fix centners. There is alfo a

[grand crown luftre of feven centners, and many
leparate articles of four or five centners weight.

mufic gallery is beautifully ornamented with
iher J and one end of a gallery, for about twenty
^eet high, and as many in width, is wholly fur-

liilied with gilt plate, which is entirely for pa-
rade.

The king'^ private apartments are fimply ele-

jantj the prevailing tafte is fl:ucco gilt. Several

bf the rooms have tables with pens, ink, and lofe,

bapers, which indicate the difpatch of bufinefs,

father than the pomp of royalty, The hall is de-
jorated with feveral large and excelk it paintings,

id the grand faloon is hung with tapeftry, re-

YoL.XIII. O prefenting
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prefenting our Saviour driving out the money-
changers, the laft fupper, the miraculous draught

of fiiliesy and waihing his difciples feet.

The throne in the audience chamber is of

velvet, embroidered with gold, in a grand, but

chaHe, tafte. In the old quarter of the palace,

the mod remarkable piece of furniture is a bed

of crimfon velvet, adorned with above two hun-

dred cyphers, with eledoral crowns, all fet with

pearls : the chairs in this apartment are all in the
I

iame ftyle. In this bed it is ufual for perfons of
|

the blood royal to confummate.
The arfenal forms one fide of the palace, and

I

is faid to be well l^ocked with arms; but as vi-

fiting it is attended with feme difagreeable cere-

monies, our author declined an infpe6tion. The

external, however, of this edifice is very fine: it|

has indeed a profuiion of ornaments.

From the palace he proceeded to vifit the li-l

brary, which, he obferves, would be but a nieafl|

apartment for a common fchool. But its regula-

tions are excellent, and liberty is allowed to everyl

perfon, who has the appearance of a gentleman,

to fludy here from ten in the morning till two

in the afternoon. In this coUe6lion are five hiin-l

dred Bibles of different languages and editions;

and onv. is kept as a kind of reU6t, faid to havel

been that which Charles I. of England ufed onl

the fcaffold, and which was prelented to thcl

£le6ior of Brandenburg bj' Dr. Juxon*. HerJ

* Like other relics, this Bible appears to be muIJplieij

The writer of this faw another, bearing the royal arms anJl

cypher, which was expofed to fale a few years ago, at Littlcl

Compton, in Glouceilerilxlre, among; other cil'c&i belonging t»|

hidy Vane, the repr^fcnta^ive of the juxun fiimily.
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{s alfo a Koran in MS. in fuch a minute cl)ara£ter»

jind on fuch thin paper^ as to be only an inch

and a half in bulk.

The opera-houfe is an elegant modern edifice,

fldonied with fplendid fcenes in an exquiiite

taite. It has three galleries, and is capable of
containing two thoufand perfons. The columns
which fupport the roof are ranged in fuch a

manner as to throw the whole into a grand fa-

loon. The orcheftra conlifts of about fifty per-

formers.

This aiiTufement is entirely fupported at the

king's cxpence, and in fome meafure is made
fabfervient to political purpofes. His majetly is

extremely attached to muiic, and has acquired

great knowledge of that fcience.

The fortifications of the city of Berlin are re-

gular, though not formidable. The French lan-

guage is alnioft as prevalent here as the German.

I

Many of the public ftru6tures are magnificent,

and the i^reets being regular, give the whole an
air of grandeur.

Several thoufands of French manufafturershav-

ing found prote£tion in this country, the arts and
raanufafturcs are carried to a great degree of

j

beauty and perfc6tion. Gold and fiiver lace, and
wrought filks, are fcarcely to be purchafed on
jfach advantageous terms in any other place.

Before Mr. Hanway left Berlin, his curiofity

I

carried him to Charlottenburg, about a German
league dii^ant. This pr^lace was founded by his

majefty's grandfather, but has been finifhed in a
pne fiyle by the prefent fovereign. It has a
range of ten apartments well difpofed, ornament-
fd with ilucco and gilding. The ball room, in

tparticular^ is worthy of the king who defigned

O 2 it.
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it. It has ten windows on each fide^ and U
decorated with bufts^ iiatues^ and large mii-

rors.

Mr. Hanway*s chara6ker of Frederic II, king

of Pruflia, from the impartiality of the author,

deferves to be recorded. He fjiys, that he had

an early tafte for literature and the polite arts,

and diftinguilhed himfelf by the delicacy of his

manners, in oppofition to the inelegant cufloms

that prevailed in his father's court. The late

king was much addi6ted to drinking, a reigning

vice in Germany: the prince abominated this!

beaftly practice, and in confequence of this and
I

other caufes of diflatisfa£tion, he determined to

retire from court in a private manner^ and take

up his reiidence in England ; but his intentions

being difcovered, an unhappy gentleman, who

was in his confidence^ loll his head, and. the plani

was fruftrated.

When princes are really God's vicegerents; re^l

ligion muft be. the balis of their government,

|

This prince, however, is by many reputed a free-

thinker of the worft clafsj but the rule of his I

government, and his exemption from the vanities

and mean gratifications pf life, do not favour fo|

ha r(h a judgment.
In one circumftance his raajefty excels any!

European potentate; I mean in economy. The

allowance of his table is but thirty crowns a day,

iifh and wine excepted, in which he is by no

means extravagant. Potfdam is his favourite re-

iidence, and here he avoids the empty parade of I

a court. He entertains at his table twelve ptftl

fons ; his favourite minifters and foreign ambaf-l

fadors, who happen to be in attendance ther^l

are iirit invited^ and his militaiy officers^ even tol
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I

an enfign, fill up the vacant places. But this is

not the only method he takes to ingratiate him-

felf with his foldiery. The humbleft officer

knows that^his injuries will be redred'ed by the

I

ting J
for wherever he may be Rationed, he

, needs only to write to his Ibvereign, and by the

rctnrn of the poll he may expeft an anl'wer, fre-

quently written by the prince's own hand. He
fometimes even condefcends to advife, where he

Ihinks the party errs in judgment^ or is influenc-

ed by unreaibnab!e delires.

His converfation is free and eafy, even to plea-

faotry ; but he knows how to fupport his dignity^

[not only through fear but affection.

He is choice in his food, but eats moderately j

jflnd mixes water with his wine. He takes Spa-

niih fnuft* to excefs, and his clothes frequently

bear the marks of this harmlefs though inelegant

Ipradicc.

His face is florid, and his looks inclined to the

Ipeniive, or rather are expreflive of the inceffant

pabour of the mind. He begins to floop> and is

plump rather than corpulent. He often appears

pn boots, and always in regimentals ', and he is

lafter only of one change for the winter, and
jnother for the fummer. Our author faw his

irdrobe, which is either mean or noble, accord-

ing to the impreflion it makes on the fpe^ator.

ittle minds, which are caught by fhow, will re-

ceive fmall gratification from the difplay.

So little does he obferve ufelefs forms, that he
lag rifen from his chair at his writing table, and
wdered his fecretary to take his place, and write

!own what he dictated ftanding. He often afks

)is moil familiar favourites, if they think the

|:ottditlon of a king deiirable above all others

:

O 3 and
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and then tells them how eafily they may reftify

their opinion, by oblerving what labour and au

tention the duties of a king impole on him.

Belides his great Ikill in muiic, in which heiil

a compofer as well as a performer, he has a taftc

for poetry; and after undergoing the fatigues of
|

a general in the day, he poirelfes fuch tranquil,

s lity as to anfwer letters of pleafure and politenelil

in the evening, or even to compofe verfes.

The grand fecret of life, with regard to the I

execution of bulinefs of every kind, is a proper

diftribution of the feveral hours of the day j which|

no body underftands bette^ than his Pruffian ma*

jefty. He '>eneral]y goes to bed early, and, afterl

feven or eight hours reft, gets up, and purfues his

ftated routine of bulinefs or amufement. When
not engaged in war, he generally fpends a ihort

time every morning in playing on the German

flute, before he enters his cabinet, where he ftayjl

till eleven : he then receives foreign minifters,!

and tranfa6i;s other public avocations till noon;|

when he ufually goes abroad and gratifies him-

felf in performing the duties of a general, andl

keeping up the fpirit of difcipline. Soon afterl

one, dinner is ferved up : about three, a fecretaryl

comes to read to him ; and in the evening he hasi

a concert. This is the ufual mode in which he|

fills up the day; and the regularity of the fove-

reign is carried into every department- of the|

ftate.

His reputation, is eftabli.ilied on the firmeftl

foundation, was it only for that bold and gene-f

rous ftroke in,politics, by which he delivered hisl

coui^try from the jaws of hireling lawyers, who!

before his time, fported with the fufFerings of the!

wretclied, and faw unmoved the tears of the wif

dowj
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dow. In the Pruflian dominions the decifion of

caufes cannot be protra^ed to a ruinous length,

nor carried to an enormous expence*.
Poticlam is agreeably lituated on a branch of

the Spree, and is an elegant and regular town.

The palace is fmall but handfome ) and Ibme of

the apartments are richly furniflied with works
of mechanic art> and the lineil produdtions of
taf^e and genius.

Here the royal guards are quartered, who
amount to two thoufand men, all of large dature,

perfonablc, and well clothed. They are diftin-

guifhed by wearing filver-laced hats and black
cockades. His prefent majefty has wifely de-

clined the oppreflive meafures pra6tifed by his

father, to keep up a race of giants, and yet they

are Hill remarkably tall. The officers dine every

day in a large apartment at the king*s expente.

The Pruflian foldiers, in general, have re-'

markably ihort coats, (Irengthened at the elbows
with leather, in the form of a heart ; which pre-

vents the neceffity of patching an old garment.

A foldier here is never feen in rags j but as far

as rerpe6fcs perfonal neatnefs, all appear to be gen-
tlemen. The guards, and fome other regiments,

have new clothes every year 5 but in general, two
fuits ferve for three years. The pay of a com-
mon foldier is eight grofch, or fouirteen pence a
week, out of which they are fuppofed to fpend
three pence in wafiiing, and in materials for

cleaning their arms; but it (hould be obferved^

that they are furniilied with bread gratis.

* We will venture to affirm, that a prompt and cheap exe*

eution-ofdiftributive juftice, is one ot the greateft bleffings of

apy country, and without it, no country ca9 be happyt
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Our traiTller next vilited Sans Soaci, in the

vicinity of PptlUain. It (lands on an eminence,

and enjoys a fine view of the town, and a fmall

branch of the Spree which waihes the gardens.

The apartments are chiefly on the ground floor,

and are fplendidly furnilhed. From the palace to

the lower end of the garden is a defcent of one

hundred and twenty yards, by fixfeveral ranges of

flone flcps, and as many terraces, the fides of which
are planted with vines under glafs frames, by

"which means the grapes are brought to great per-

fe6tion. The lower part of the garden is adorn-

ed with feveral fine flatues, particularly Venus

drawing a net, and a Diana with game, on pedef*

tals, richly ornamented with alto relievo. At

the eaftern extremity is an Egyptian pyramid,

embelliflied with hieroglyphics.

Mr. Hanway now took bis leave of Berlin, and

proceeded through woods and Tandy plains to

Britzen, which is the Pruflian frontier. He then

entered the Eleftqrate of Saxony, where the

brightuefs of the verdure, the richnefs of the

foil, and the various produ^ions of nature, both

animate and inanimate, gave the idea of plenty

fuperior to what he had feen in PruHlia} yet,

many of the inhabitants of the latter have been

tempted, by political advantages, to change

their country for the more fteril foil of Pruifia.

Hence the towns, erefted by his Pruiflan majefty

on his frontiers^ are almolt wholly peopled by

Saxons.

At length our author arrived at Wittenburg,

a fortified town on the Elbe, famous for a manu-
faftory of coarfe cloth, the wool of this country

being good and plentiful. Clothes are fent hither

from sil parts to be dyed^ and tlie blues and

greens,
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#rccns, commonly called Saxon, here are fuppof-

ed to received their tineft tints.

In this place is an academy, with nearly Icven

hundred ftudents, and here is the Sokoloft* church,

where Martin Luther firft preached the doctrine

which gave rife to the reformation. In this church

too, that great reformer is interred j but has no
other monument than a brafs plate with an in-

fcription, except his original portrait painted on
wood, and well preferved.

The people here have a ftrong t»ndurr of tbe

Bomifli fupcrftition, and the crcdulou'' malnta-iM,

that the devil vifited Luther in the libvar;'* uow
belonging to the academy j but that the reformer

received him by throwing his inkftand at hi; hea;3!,

In palling through this eleftorate, Mr. Han-
way obferved, that the fertility of the foii d»d

not operate much to increafe the opnU nee of the

inhabitants. On the 25th, he faw iVioKberg, a

hunting palace of the Ele6tor of Saxony, iitnatcd

on an eminence near the village ol Ifengbeig,

Its approach is by a long avenue, planted with
Iwild chcfnut trees, and is encompalTed by woods,

I

in which the prince takes fuch delight iq hunt-
ing the wild boar, that he fixes his relidence here

|fumetimes for months uicceffively.

Hunting, indeed, is the favourite diverfion of
|th« Saxon court ; but by indulging this too lar,

the fubjefts are more diftreffed than t'le brutes.

Above thirty thoufand head of deer are faifi tc

range in the open fields and fa/^lisj but though
they commit terrible depredations on the crops

|of the farmer, he dare^ not kill one, under the

penalty of being feiU to the gallies. In every

town of note, five men keep watch every night

by

.iV' »' ,
• "

.11
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by rotation, to frighten the deer away, with bellsj

from deftroying their corn.

The peafants of this country carry their provi-

(ions to market from a great diftance in wheel-

barrows, whofe ftru6ture is well adapted for this

purpofe. The wheel is bound with iron, and is

both larger and lighter than thofe ufed in Eng-

land.

Drefden, the capital, is feated in the midft of

a plain, furrounded by lofty diflant hills, the

neiareil of which are converted into vineyards.

The Elbe divides it into two parts, over which is

a done bfidge, five hundred and forty feet long,

and thirty-lix, broad, confiiling of eighteen arches.

Upon this ilru6ture (lands a brazen crucilix, ot'

curious workmanlliip.

The city contains many handfome buildings,

fix or feven ftories high, and feveral elegant

iquares. Near the entrance of what is called the

New City is an equeftrian ftatue of Augullus II.

erefted on a lofty pedellal, faid to have been ex-

ecuted by a common fmith, and as fuch delervei
j

admiration, though it has many capital defeds.

The trade of Drefden is very inconfiderable,!

confiding chiefly in filver ingots, brought every

fifteen days from the mines of Fridburg, to the

amount of twenty thoufand dollars. This filver
|

is immediately coined into florins, of higher va-

lue than the current coin, on which account itl

'is conveyed into the neighbouring territories,!

and melted down into pieces of other denominaf

tions.

Among the calamities under which this ele£to<|

rate labours, that of religious jealoufy is none ofj

the leaft. The Lutheran clergy opprefs the Cal*

viniiisii
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viniftsj while both think thcmfelves extremely

injured, by the countenance given at court to the

Boman Catholics. The Proteftants deem it a

grofs abfurdity to be ruled by a Catholic prince

;

for, according to the eftablilhed Saxon conflitu-

tion, only one Catholic church can be allowed at

Drefden. A chapel, however, is connived at, as

a private place of worfliip.

Our author vifited the Grune Gewolbe, a part

of the royal palace, confifting of fevcral apart-

ments, replete with curiolities, which have been

collected at an immenfe expence.

The firft chamber contains one hundred fmall,

but exquifite, ftatues, principally in brafs. Among
others, are an equeftrian ftatue of Auguftus II.

King of Poland, Frederic William the Great of

I
Pruiiia, after the famous ftatue of Berlin, Lewis
XIV. Mercurius, Centaurs, &c.

The fecond chamber contains a variety of

ivory figures, among v/hich are Abraham oflering

up his fon Ifaac, with the angel dcfccnding, all

of exquifite workmanlliip; a fine crwcifixi aiisd

a lliip completely rigged, with ropes of gold wire.

The third is filled with filver ornaments* in

particular, a large fountain, and four vafes of

Ivaft iize.

The fourth contains veflTels of pure gold,, and

I

filver gilt. The panuels of this aipartmcnt are of
{looking glafs.

The fifth is a fpacious room, in which ard
Imany precious ftones, wrought with great art |

a cup of lapis ncphriticus } a flatue of Charles II.

of England j a ball of cryftal, fix inches in dia*

Imeler, without blcmifli 5 a large goblet fet round
kith the moft curious and coftly antiques; feve-

|ral ^na tables in moiiuc) and the angel Michael
vanquilhing



isQ hanway's travels.

vanqui(hing the devil, admirably executed in

wood, and which coft in England, where it was

made, two thoufand five hundred pounds.

The fixth chamber contains a coUedion of

precious ftones, with an infinite variety of pearls,

fet in a multiplicity of forms.

The feventh and eighth apartments are ftored

with jewels of immenfe value, inclofed in glafs

cafes. Among other rich curiofitics, is a reprc-

fentation of the throne of the Great Mogul, in

iilver figures enamelled, and adorned with pre-

cious ftones, with a view of princes offering their

pfefents, and falling proftrate, with elephants,

Jbldiers, fervants, and attendants.

Mr. Hanway having gratified his curiofity

here, paid a vifit to the cabinet of curiofities,

called the Kunftkanimer.

The firft chamber contains a feries of prints,

from the commencement of engraving to the pre*

fent time.

The fecond is filled with minerals, ores, andl

earths, from every country.

. The third contains petrifa6tions, particular]/

of animals and wood.
In the fourth chamber are different kinds ofl

wood, and other vegetable produdions; in parti-

cular, a cabinet, with three hundred and fifty

fquares, about the fize of the palm of a hand, all

run in flat, as drawers, of as many different kinds

of wood. In this apartment, likewife, are ths

portraits of a man and his wife, who lived near

Tamifwar: the man was one hundred and eighty-

five years old, and the woman one hundred aud|

feventy-two.

In the fifth chamber is a fmall cabinet of fke-

letons^ and other anatomical preparations. Thel

fixili
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liixth contains the fkins of many different ani-

ipals fluffed. The feventh the Ikins of fillies

Huffed. The eighth is devoted to (liells. In the

ninth is a cabinet about fix feet high and four

broad, every drawer of which has fome natural

cuiioiity in amber. In the ten^h is a grotto witii

fprings of water. The eleventh contains corals.

The twelfth is filled with the ikeletons of lions,

bears, and other extraordinary animals, particu-

larly that of a horfe, whofe mane is faid to be
three ells and a half long, and his tail twelve and
half.

Our author was then fliewn, In an apartment
latfome diftance, a model of Solomon's temple,

[with all its furniture, which coil twelve thoufand
Icrowns.

The gallery of pictures next fell under his ob-

Ifervation, which is one of the finefi:. in the world.
It contains one hundred pieces of fuperlative va-

jue, all faid to be originals, and to have coil half
million of crowns. The whole collection con-

Ififts of above two thoufand pieces, the capital

rarks of Raphael, Rubens, -and Corregio. Their
Aggregate value is about half a million fterling.

The Chinefe palace, as it is called, is a capital

j)bjed of attraction. It ftands on the Elbe, and
Is built in the Chinefe tafte throughout. In its

JifFerent apartments are many natural and ariifi-

|ial curiofities, too numerous to be particularized.

Lmong other articles are forty -eight China vafes

|f great fize.. with which the father of the pre-

ent eledor was fo charmed, that he purchafed

lem of the late King of Pruffia^ at the price of

whole regiment of dragoons.

The royal gardens, though fine, want that

larm which arifes from an inequality of ground.

Vol. XIII. P They
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They contain a fmall palace, in the front of I

^hich is a field for tournaments, and behind a

iheet of water. They are adorned with a profu.

lion of marble ftatues, many of them coloffalj

and pourtray the genius of the late King of Po.|

land. Elector of Saxony, who, being entirely de-

voted to his amours, left tbem as monuments of |

his lafcivioufnefs.

Some of the palaces of the grandees are very!

beautiful, particularly that of Count Bruhl, which

is fitted up with princely magnificence. His 11

J

brary is two hundred and twenty feet long, and!

Well furnilhed with books. Nor is his gallery of|

pictures much inferior to fome royal collections.

It is faid, that Saxony contains thirty thoufandl

towns and villages, of which fixty are to be feenl

from fome eminences near Drefden. The popu.|

lation of the electorate is computed at four milJ

Kons ; but this feems to be exaggerated. Tbel

people are burthened with many heavy taxes, audi

the expences of the court, in del IcaGies- only, jj

faid to be twice as much as tlie King of Pra£fia|

allcws for his whole table.

Ihiring Mr. Hanway's refidence here, he
introduced to M. Calkoen, who had been ambaf^

fador from the United States to the Ottoman

Porte, and was now envoy to the King of Polandj

He had formerly refided in; England, and profelTJ

«d himfelf an admirer of that nation. At hii

table were Polanders, Italians, French and Ger<|

nans. The convcrfation, at firft, turned

Nadir Shah, when our author was afked, wbic

of the countries he had feen he thought

agreeab^Ie, and where a man of fentiaient wouU

ichufe to fpend his^ days. Mr. Ha:nway modedljj

repli^ed^ that hlg knowledge oi the world n
% let]
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jveryliniUed; that he had feen a great deal of
Lifery in one iliape or other, in every country he
had vifited ; but^ after a paufe, determined in fa-

vour of England. The company feemed furprifed

at his hefitation ; and expreiled their fuffrage by
3 loud, but polite, applaufe, and unaQimouily

{agreed in praife of this happy ille.

On the 30th of Auguft, Mr. Hanway left

iDrefden, and travelled towardi Meiflen. He
Iwas captirated with the rural charms gf the

Jcoantryj the corn-fields, tlic vineyards, and the

Iditferent profpeifts of the Elbe. On approaching

JMcilTen, the valley contra6ts, and fome of the

Ihoufes of this town are built on lofty rocks that

Irife perpendicular from the JElbe, and have a
\m^ romantic appearance.

I The caflle of Meiffen, in which the porcelain

|(nanufa6tory is carried on, i^ands on the weftern

Ibaok of the Elbe, and is a large building, capable

of feme defence. No perfon is admit ^t here

ivithout an order from the governor of Drefden,

nor are the workmen allowed to leave the gates,

on pain of being clofely confined; though, ia

jfa^, they are all prifoners in a limited fenfe.

riiey amount to about fevcn hundred ; and {o

noderate is their pay, that the annual expence
of this eitablidiment is not edimated at more
bn eighty thoufand crowns. This manufa6ture,

vhich is kept fo fccr^t, is entirely on the elec-

or's account, who fells porcelain to the amount
bfone hundred and fifty, or two hundred thou-
[and crowns a year.

After palling the Elbe and mounting a fteep

^fcent, our author entered on a fine cham-
baign country, where the foil is rich and well

lultivated^ and towns and villages agreeably in-

F 2 terix}i:^ed
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termixed. At length he arrived at St. Hubertf-

berg, another hunting palace, belonging to the!

elector, which is extremely well lituated for its

deftination. This building is large, and fomeof
|

the apartments are fuperlatively fine.

Proceeding on his journey, he met with no-

thing worth notice till he came to Leipfic, one of I

the greateft trading towns of Germany, though!

it has no river of any magnitude near it. Here

arfe three, fairs,—on New Year's Day, Eafter,and

Michaelmas, to which refort, people of almoft

every European nation, either to buy or fell,

But what adds to the pfe-eminence of Leipfic

over many cities, which have fuperior local ad-l

vantages; is that liberty of confcience granted tol

all religions*. Hence the inhabitants are dif-[

tingnilhed for their induftry, and their progrefsl

in moral' and intelle6laal improvement. Thisis|

the feat of a confiderable univerfity. The inha-

bitants amount to about forty thoufand withinl

the walls, and the fuburbs are alfo very populous.l

The fortifications feem rather calculated fori

the ufe of the inhabitants to walk on, than fori

defence. The citizens, however, maintain two|

hundred foldiers. The ftreetsare clean and CQm-

modious, and the houfes in general are lofty,|

with elegant fronts.

In the vicinity of Leipfic are fine gardens;|

that called the Apel garden, in particular, is laidl

out in Tin excellent tafte, and is ornamented withl

ftatues, which, though not ma fieriy performances!

are fo ranged as to have a pleafing effect.

* It is aftonifhing that the obvious advantages refultlngl

from toleration, have not yet put a final end to bigotry, anil

that men ftiould ftill be weak enough to think they honoufl

Cod by perfecuting bis creatures.
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In his road to Land/perg, Mr. Hanway had a

Idlftant view of Hall, famous for its univerfity,

AtLandfperg he re-entered the Pruflian domini-

ons j the tranfition from one fovereignty to ano-

ther, being very rapid in Germany, from the in-

termixture of property, and the fmall extent of
principalities. Indeed the fubjefts of the petty

Hates of Germany, which are very numerous, are

(he moft opprefled of human beings. Their
Iprinces, by every art of exa6tion, can fcarcely

Iraile enough to fupport their aflfeded dignity

;

Itliough it may be fuppofed that their necefiities

jrender them ingenious in deviling the means of
(obtaining fupplies. Yet poverty and morality

Veern in this countiy at leaft to be intimately al-

lied j for thefts and robberies arc hardly known.
On the 3d of September, our author arrived at

^lagdeburg, diftinguifhed for its fortifications

Vhich are immenfely ftrong. This city is under

[be fovereignty of the king of Pruflia, and is re-

jrkable for its magazines of merchandife,

Mcli are fpread from this centre over the fur-

[ouuding country. In the great fquare is an an-
kient datue of the emperor Otho, who is faid to

pe founded this city in the year Q30.
Soon after quitting Magdeburg, Mr. Hanway

fad a fracas with a cuftom-houfe officer, on ac-

)unt of the poftillion attempting to evade the

ayment of a certain duty. However, by his fpi-

Sted conduft, he brought Iiimfelf ofFin the moft
lonourable manner, and was allowed to purfue

p journey without moleftation. It fliould be
)rerved, that the German pollillions wear the

[veries of the countries to which they belong

;

id ufe fmall French horns, which fome of them
kod in no unpleafant manner.

Pa At
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At Helnaftct, belonging to the Duke of Brunf-

wick, are two hundred ftudents, chiefly fupport-

ed by the bounty of their fovereign. Four Ger-|

man miles farther, lies Wolfinbuttel, where our
I

traveller arrived after the gates were fliut, but]

procured admiliion.

The fortifications are neat and regular, and!

the houfes appear comfortable, but not grand.

The ducal palace anfwers the fame defcription-

but it has feveral well-furnilhed apartments, and!

two fmall galleries of pi6tures. Mr. Hanwayl
declined feeing the public library, for want of

time to examine its contents, thinking that the)

limple view of books is a more barren entertain/

ment, than furveying the Iky without conteni']

plating him who made it.

Next day he reached Brunfwick, a well forti-j

fied place. This is the ducal refidence, and ha

an arfenal well filled with every kind of armouj

arid ordnance. On the ramparts is a brafs morj

tar piece, made in 1411, which is ten feet long

and nine feet in diameter. It requires fifty-twj

pounds of powder to charge it, and will carry
[

ball of feven hundred and thirty pound? weigh

to the diftance of thirty-two thoufahd paces, an

throw a bomb of one thoufand pounds weight.

The military are clothed and trained nearlj

after the Pruflian model • in times of peace, th^

are eftiraated at thirteen thoufand men 5 and

the revenues of the country are faid not to ej

ceed two hundred and fixty thoufand pounj

ilerling a year.

Brunfwick contains feveral churches, onei

which is a very ancient Gothic ftru6ture, and

its ceiling ornamented with twenty large paiij

ings, reprefenting the prophets in the Old Tei
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ment in the clouds of heaven> which communi-
cate a very folemn air to the edifice. The high
altar is of marble, fupported by Aaron and
Mofes, and furrounded by ftatues of the four

evangelifts.

This court is didinguiihed for its politenefs,

particularly to the Englifti, who pafs this way*
The duke feems more attached to eafe and hap-
pinefs, than vain parade. His coach is generally

attended by no more than feven fervants, and
fome of his family always occupy the vacant feats.

The palace of Saltzdahlen ftands above a- Ger-
man mile from Brunfwick;, and- is chiefly con-
ftrufted of timber, lined with painted clothe

which gives the apartments an air of grandeur
at a fmall CKpence. The pifture gallery is a no-
ble apartment, and contains many capital produc*
tions of the pencil. The left wing is furniihed

in a grotefque tafte, with porcelain ; and another
lis filled with painted enamelled ware, great part

of which is faid to have been executed by Ra-
phael d'Urbino, while he was enamoured of the
[potter's daughter.

Among the moft celebrated paintings, are

lAdam and Eve viewing the dead body of Abel,
and trying to open his eyes j Abraham embrac-
ing his own fon, after the trial which God had
made of his feith 5 Peter delivered from prifon

by the angel j Judith and her attendant holding
Ithe head of Holifernes; which ftill feems to re-

Itain the 14ft traces of life ; Cephalus and Proqris $

land various others.

The dutchy of Brunfwick carries on a pretty

lextenfive trade with Bohemia. It abounds ii^

Ihops, elleeraed the beft in the empire j and much
7il is made from turnip ieed. •

04
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On approaching the city of Hanover, it appeared

emboi'omed in treee^ through which viflas are

cut 5 and fo extenfive are the woods in the envi,

rons> that though our author lays, it was com-

puted eighty-thoufand trees had been blown

down in a late florin> they could fcarcely be

mitied*

Hanover, in many reipedts, is a pleafant place,

«nd may be eAeemed elegant. It is waHied by

the Lena, a branch of the Aller, which runs into

the Wefer, and confequently it has a communl*
cation with Bremen.
The eledoral palace is feated on the banks of

the Lena. It has feveral courts, and many grand

«nd commodious apartments, fome of which are

hung with very rich tapcftry. The opera-houfe

and the theatre for the French comedians are

lioth within the palace. During the winter,

playa are regularly performed, and concerts are

given twice a week, when the courtiers, without

e;^ceptioD, take place, according to their military

rank. A guard is always mounted, and an open

table kept for the council of ftate, even when

the king is not in his eledoral dominions.

The military force, in time of peace, is ahout

twenty-four thoufand men, and the revenues of
|

the eledtoratc amount to feven hundred thoufand'

pounds, a conliderable part of ^hich arifes from
j

the filver mines.

Herenhaufen, iituated about two Englifh milei

to the north of Hanover, is always confidered a$

an obje6t of attradion to travellers. Our author

fays, he knows not whether he was more morti-

fied or furprifed, to find that this celebrated pa*

•lace fell vaftly ihort of his expectations. It waf

built in the year 1670, by the ele^or JErneft Aut

gudus:
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gudus : tlve greateft part is of wood, and though

the apartments are large, they are far from beings

magnificent. Some of the furniture, however,

is rich, and the pidures deferve admiration.

The gardens are very beautiful. Mr. Han-
ny lays, he had feen none in Germany to be
[compared with them, though they were not J 'id

I

out in that exquiiite tafte, of which there aro

lib numerous fpecimens in England. They fire

adorned with ftatuesj and the jet d'eau, formed

la 17!
b' by Mr. Benfon, perhaps is unrivalled, as

it throws up the water feventy feet high. Here
according to the German tafte, is a fylvan thea-

tre, adorned with ftatues, on which are fome-

I

times exhibited plays and mafquerades.

On the 15th, of September, Mr. Hanway fet

lout for Zell. By the road, he obferved in feveral

[places the remains of ancient buildings, about
tiiree feet high, which the vulgar ridiculoufly

limagine are of an era coeval with the deluge.

Zell, which is fubjed to Hanover, is a conli-

Iderable fortified place. The palace is fituate4

Ion an eminence commanding a fine profpeft, and
lisitfelf a ftrong poft. The houfcs are moflly

Imean wooden ftrudures. This place has an in-

jconfiderable trade with Bremen, by means of the

river ^ller.

In his way to Weiflendorf, he pafTed through

barren country, fit only to fupport flocks of

leap; and indeed this eledorate fupplies the

yreateft part of Grermany with mutton, as^Weft*-

[phalia does with hogs, and Hungary with beef.'

On the 17th he arrived at Hamburg, below
[which city the banks of the £lbe in fome places

rife to a great height^ and afford a delightfinl

view
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vi<^w of feveral idets in the middle of tlie riverj

which is five or fix. miles broad.

Hamburg is one of the towns belonging to tbel

Hanfefltic league, and it a place of the greateHJ

importance. Its iituation for trade and the re-

putation of its laws and government have peo-l

pled it with opulent merchants, who carry onl

0n extenlive commerce. It (lands in the dutchyl

ci HolAein, on the north iide of the £lbe, where

that river forms many iilands, and fome of the

Hreets are i'o low, as to be frequently inundatedj

l>y the tides.

The houfes in general are fubdantially builtj

«od make a (lately appearance ; but many of the

flreets are fo narrow, as to render it difikult to

life wlieel carriages. However, th/^re are fome

parts of the town which are open and airy ; butl

thefe being m6re remote from the river, are kf^

frequented by commercial people.

Hamburg is, with refped to Germany, yrhal|

Amiicrd^m is to Europe— the general emporiur

/pf natural produce and manufadture. By mear

cf canals, ihips may unload at the warehouid

which are dored with ttxe rood valuable comj

modi ties.

The whole number of vefTels, of confiderabli

burden, belonging to the town, is computed

four hundred J fome ofthelargeit of which ti-ad{|

lo and from London. The Britilh h&or/ here!

pofTeffed of as many didinguiihed priivileges

any body of foreigners enjoy in the commercij

world.
The fortifications on the land fide are re

limed veryftrong. The walks round tlie ran

pirtft extend about four fnglilh miks« and, in

n»(

Imer, is cove
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Ipoft places, are very pleafant. On the esiil iidd

Lf the town is a fine piece of water, formed by
Itbe Altler, within the walls, which, in the ram-*

mer, is covered with pleafure-boats. The citi-

jieos have feveral gardens on the banks of th6

Kibe and the Alt^er; they are kept in the neated

Itrimi and, from their diminutive ii/e, appear
re like a puppet-ihow than a rural fcene.

The city is divided into five pari(he9, which
)ve as many capital churches. Lutheraniim ii

|)ie etlabliihed religion, and Roman Catholics iird

bjefts of great jealoufy j but the Jews, the uiii-

^erfal brokers of nations, live unmoleited.

The government of Hamburg is vefted In foaf
irgomafters, and twenty-four Senators; fonr-

en of wJnom are chofen from among the mer<*

bants, and ten from the prt)feflbrs of the la>v«

[here are alfo four fyndics, who a6t as fecretariei

kf itate, and as many profelTed fecretaries. Be<»

Ides, every parilh has the appointment of tbred

ilHcers, iu the nature of the tribunes among thei

Qcieut Romans ; and nothing of moment is de-

|;nmned by the fenate withfout tlieir concut'*

:e. The population within the walls may bo
tputed at one hundred and eighty thoufand

buls, and it is probable, that the fuburbs and ad*'

icent viHages contain about half that number.
peptfugar-baking and cotton*pirinting,the ma-
ifa6tures of this place are very inconliderable.

The better fort of people, among the men, are

try aifable; but the women ap|)ear relerved.

ite and grandeur are here loft in the fupefior

tention to commercial purfuits. Indeed: thtt

iycircumfiancesof the majority of the inhabit*^'

(t9,afiid the equality of the conftitution uu^er
u<:h they live, have iuliifed a certavn degree o£
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republican independence, which tinAures their

manners. This fpirit af irirubordination is per-

ceptible even in the loweft clafles; not that it

piompts them to a6ts of riot, but it gives them a

kind of confequence, which, where the grada-

tions of rank are obferved, would appear iiilolent.l

On the 20th of September, Mr. Hanway pro-l

ceeded to Blankenefs by a delightful road, on thel

banks of the Elbe, which affords a fine and ex-l

tenfive view of part of the Hanoverian domi-l

nions on the weft, and of Holftien, an appendagel

of Penniark, on the eafl. For fome days he ob-j

ferved nothing worth notice in the country ofl

towns through which he piiiled.

On the 1 ft of Odobcr, he reached Cloi^er Se»|

ven. The furrounding territory is thinly inhaj

bited; but, as he approached Bfemenjthe.al'pediii

fertility and population began to improve. Abouj

three Englifti miles from Bremen, he obferved

three ftones bearing the Britiili arms, which mark

the limits of the Hanovejian dominions.

Bremen is feated iniawplain, on both fides

the Wefer, over v^h.^hHt has a bridge. M
dutchy forrrierly belonged'-to Sweden j but beina

(Conquered by the Danes, w;as fold to the Eledoi]

cf Hanover in 17l6j yet only a fmall part of tt

town is iubje6t to that ele6torate. The reft/ witlj

its adjacent territory, is independent, and is go

verned by its own laws and magiftrates.

' Calvinifm is the prevailing religion here, anil

there are five churches for citizens of that per-j

fua€on. The iphabitants amount to about thirt]

thoufand 5 md, were we to judge from ti

fraquent appearance of Soli Deo Gloria, painte

in large charafters over their doors and windo\

both within and wilhouty we ihould conclud^

tiiat:tl)jey were pious indeed.
•

Moll
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Mdft of the ftreets are narrow, but many of

Itbe buildings make a handfome appearance, and

Itbe ihops are full of merchandife. In the mar-
ket-place is the figure of a giant fourteen feet

high, clothed in armour, faid to reprcfent a ge-

Ineral who faved the city when it was in the ut-

moft danger from its enemies. The great dome
Wevof*3d to the Lutheran religion, is the moft re-

Iparkable ftrudture in the place. It is built in

Itbe Gothic ftyle, and feems to poflefs the quality

lof preferving the bodies of the dead from corrup-

Ition. In confirmation of this, it is reported that

corpfes, which had been buried one hundred and
Ififty years, were difcovered entire, with their

jlkins black and parched, but the featuries diflin-

guifliable, and the cohelion of the parts unalter-

ed. The vault in which they were depolited, is

about lix feet below the furface.of the earth,

arched over, and feems to have nothing extraor-

iinary, except that the air is temperate and per-

|fectly dry.

Several perfons have offered confiderable fuma
|to have their bodies depofited in this receptacle

&fmortality : but the priefts, it is faid, refufed the

fdle boon j alleging that it is the decree of hea-

jfftn,
" that' man ihould return to the dull from

rhich he was made,"

The vicinity of Bremen beiLg fubjeft to inun-

iations, a long caufeway is railed for the conve-
nience of travelling. Pafling along this, Mr.
lanway re-entered the Priiffian dominions, and
it length arrived at Wildefhaufen, a principal

[own, and the refidence of the great bailiff of the

liftria.

From thence he advanced to Haflfelune, a pret-

agreeable towa^ in the ele6tQraiLe of Cologn.

Voj,.Xm. a Poverty
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Poverty aud fuperllition reign here unrivalled:
ai

crucifix is ere6ted on almofl every fpot fubje^t to

obfervation.

Lingen was the next flage. This lies in thel

circle of Weftphalia, and is fubjed to the KinJ
of Pruffia. The town is fortiified, and thj]

buildings are neat^ the general chara6ter of place

vnder the foverelgnty of Priiflia.

Our author now approached the confines of thel

United States, where the women appeared almoftl

blinded with the fmoke arifing from the turfj

which is here the ufual fuel. The little towns hel

began to pafs through exhibited that charaderJ

iftic cleanlinefs, for which the Dutch arc fo rej

markable.
In a ihort time he arrived at Daventer, a large

city in the province of Overyflel, which formerly!

conftituted one of the Hanfe towns } but is now!

Jfubjed to the States.

It ftands on the river Yflel, which is navigable!

for veflels of large burden. Over this ftream is!

a wooden bridge,' where paffengers are fubjedt to!

a heavy toll. The town is well fortified, and hasf

a ilrong garrifon. The houfes and flreets are

neat, and the inland trade is confiderable.

From hence is a regular ftage to VoorthufenJ

and about midway is Loo, a famous feat of th(|

Prince of Orange. Voorthufen is a mean villagcj

and the environs are not very inviting.

At the diftance of two German miles beyond!

this, lies Amersfort. On approaching this placej

evident figns appear of the perfevering induilryl

of the Dutch. The tobacco plantations are form*]

ed with great labour, and for an article,, whofol

confumption is fo univerfal in the United State

perhaps n^ e^pence or troubie js too great.

• . .^Awersfoij
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Amersfort is an ancient and pretty large town.

Ion the fmall river £ems, which runs into the

buyder S^a. The lioufes are clean to ah extreme,

|j)Ut the n^anners of the people are far from being

cquaUy delicate ; and their rufticity is Ihewn iii

kir contempt for ftrangers.

About two Englifti miles from this town ftands

Soesdyke, a palace belonging to the Orange fa4

lily, with a park eight miles in circumference.

'

Our author being impatient to reach Arafter*

aam, declined viliting Utrecht. In his way he
baffed through Naarden, the boundary of thd

hrovince of Holland, and a well fortified place^^

landing near the Zuyder Sea. From hence to

Imfterdam is reckoned two German miles. Th^
^hole country appears below the level of the feai

It is enriched with gardens and luxuriant paf-

ires. In the avenue to Amfterdam, is a caufe^

ray lined with villages and gardens, which add
rcatiy to the beauty of this artificial country.

The city of Amfterdam, as well as many othert

the Netherlands, are works of art and labour,

|ot inferior to the greateft monuments of human
aduftry in ancient times. It ftands about two
[undred and twenty miles eaftward from Lon-
jon } and derives its name from the river Am-
jel, or the dam of the Amftel, which, by corrup-

|on, alTumes its prefent appellation.

Our author cortiputes that it is about four

[undred y^ars old from its firft foundation, and
ro hundred and feventy from the era that it was
|clofed with walls. In 1570 the Dutch began to

|y the bafis of their opulence and power. Em-
icihg Calvinifm, and wearied with the op-

|eflions of the Spanifh government, they eman-
(pated therafelves into liberty, after a long

Q, 2 ^rug^le

ii
' I
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ilruggle and many conflids> and formed a greatl

republic.

About the year 166O, the flame of liberty ocJ

cafione^ luch a conflux of people to AmfterdamJ
that the walls were extended,-and by fubfequenj

enlargements, they are become three leagues in|

circuit. The city is efteemed nftarly one third asl

populous as London or Paris -, and within the|

walls are computed to be twenty -fix thoufand

five hundred houfes.

The main flrength of the place confifls in thej

difficulty of acceis both by fea and land j but the

numerous flioals that obftru6t the mouth of the

Texel have proved no bar to commercial enter-]

prife, though they render navigation dangerousto

ihips of war. Economy is here perceptible in every

thing : even the baltions of the fortifications,!

which are very numerous, have each a windmill.[

Many of the ftreets are lined with canals and

planted with trees. No wheel carriages areal^

lowed to be drawn here, except on paying a heavy

duty. Coaches are fet on fledges, drawn by one

liorfe. and on the fame vehicle goods and mer-|

chandife of every kind are conveyed from one

part of the town to another.

The houfes are rather diftinguiflied for neat-l

nefs than elegance ; and the principal cars of thej

inhabitants feems to be laid out in keeping then

perfectly clean, which the nature of the climat

renders in fome meafure neceflary | but perfona

elegance is far from keeping pace with donieiiic|

neatnefs.

Of all the buildings in Amflerdam, the to\

houfe is the moft remarkable. Its front extend

two hundred and eighty-two feet in length, it!

depth h two hundred and thirty-two feet> and it

heigbtl
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hclgHt one hundred axid fixteen feet, exclufive of

the cupola. The expence of its ere6lion coft thred

billions of guilders^ which> confidering the value

|of money at that period^ is an aftonifhing fum i

[but it iliould be coniidered, that it (lands on
[thirteen thoufand large piles of wood, fo that the

Ifoundation greatly enhanced the expence.

This immenfe fabric contains the offices and
[tribunals for the execution of the laws, in every

[branch of government. It is nightly guarded by
body of the burghers, who are charged with the

Brote&ion of this great refcrvoir of the wealth of
(he United Provinces. The Bank, which is kept
|n the lower apartments, is faid to contain im-
aenfe fums of fpecie.

The Exchange is likewife a fpacious and conve-

jilent ftru6^ure. It is fupported by forty-fix pil-

irs marked with numbers, and every merchant
jiashis particular (lation, that he may be the naore

jfily found.

Though Calvinifm is the eftablifhed religion,

[U perfuafions are allowed the free exercife of
lieir modes of worlhip. The Jews are very nu-
aerous, and have feveral fynagogues. To ren-

er marriages, however, valid, they muft either be
erformed according to the rites of the eftablifh-

church, or the parties muft firft enter into a
}ntra6t before the civil magiftrate -, after which
bey are indulged with their own particular ce-

|!monies.

In paflling over the Ya to Saardam? our author
bferved the various purpofes to which windmills
j:e applied in this country. They are ufed for

fwing timber, for grinding woods and other ma-
f
rials for dyeing, and for almoft every manufac*
re to which machinery is applicable.

a 3 The
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The dykes are prodigious monuments oflabonr I

and many of them are lined with large ftonesj

That which bounds the Zuyder Sea, is raifed lix.I

teen feet perpendicular, and goes off on an eafy

Hope. I

The danger of fuch a dreadful element as the]

fea, is almoft equal to that of a volcano, and the]

Dutch have often fuffered from its inroads. In|

fpite of their utinoft Ikill and induftry, their dykesl

have proved ineffe6tnal to fecure them. In 1530,|

a great part of Zealand was overflowed, and in

the fame century, feventy-two villages on the]

coaft of Holland were fwallowed up, and twenty!

thoufand people periihed. Other inundation^

have happened at different periods, and fpread

defolation over extenfive tracks.

Amtierdam is a prodigious magazine of cornJ

wine, timber, and naval ftores. Its herring anj

whale tiiheries bring in immenfe wealth ; and thd

rich produdtions of their oriental poffellions being

poured in here, add immenfely to the opulenc^

and commerce of this emporium.
Though there are many Hollanders who livd

elegantly, the manners of the common people ara

extremely boorilh. Our author obferves, thathJ

has feen a boatman in a great city, iirut up and

down a room with his hat on, and fpitwithi

carelefs air of infolence at the feet of a gentlej

man who was treating him with civility, anij

throwing emolument in hl^ way. This behavi]

our they miftake for liberty, as if liberty were in-]

confident with propriety of manner.
Cheefe, beer, Greneva, brandy, and tobaccoJ

with red herrings, are the luxuries of the coraj

mon people, who in their cups are apt to ra«

rufticity with cruelty.
''

^
'

CodJ
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ConClant employment, coldnefs of complexion,

{ipdan ungeni?! kind gf food, may perhaps ac-

I

count for their indifFerence to the paflion of love.

Except among the higher ranks, female beauty

jisfcarcely to be met with, nor does their drefs

|fet off their homely perfons to any advantage.

The women here are generally pall parturition

I

at thirty years of age, and as the men are fingular

for their large breeches, fo the women are remark-

able for ufing pots of live coals, which they place

under their petticoats, as they fit, to warm tliem-

felves} which is not only an ofFenfive cuftom,

but, in a phyfical light, is attended with many ill

confequences. Hence the proverb, " that the

dirtieft piece of furniture in a Dutchman's houfe

lis his wife." :,

Mr. Hanway quitted Amfterdam on the l6th
lof 06tober, and embarking at the Haerlem gate,

proceeded down the canal in a treckfcoot to that

town, pafling through a fucceflion of rich mea-
[dows well flocked with cattle.

From Haerlem he j^roceeded to Leyden through
lapleafant and rich country. This city is well
known for its univerfity, to which ftudents refort

from all parts of Europe. The houfes are neat,

and the furrounding gardens very pleafant; but
here the water becomes flagnant, and in confe-

[quence difagreeable. >

Our author next vifited the Hague, which hav-
ling no inclofure, is denominated a village, though
lit is the moft elegant place in the United Staies,

[The ftreets are broad, and the gaiety and fplendor
lof the inhabitants form a flriking contralt to the
|flyle of life m the trading cities. The affembly
jf the States General being held here» draws hi'»

|ther all the principal people of difliuftion i^f ^l^e

different
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different provinces, and the dmbafladors from tbe

other European courts. In fhort, the Hague is I

the feat of amufement, of parade^ and magnifi.

cence, in the United Provinces.

Delft, which was the next place our author vi.{

iit^d, is a very ancient and pleafant town, envi-

roned by meadows of confiderable extent. This I

place is famous for its earthen ware, and its po-

pulation is computed at twenty thoufand perfons.

Rotterdam, about feven miles diftant, may jufl-

ly be coniidered as the fecond city of Holland.

Indeed it has feveral advantages over Amfterdam
itfelf, particularly with refpeft to the fouthern

trade of Europe : beiides, the navigation of the I

Maefe is more fafe and commodious than that of |

the Texel, and the air and water are better.

Among other public ftruftures, is an exchange I

for the merchants } but the mofl remarkable edifice

is the great church of St. Lawrence, in which are

the monuments of feveral perfons of diftinftion,

On the great bridge is the ftatue of the illuflri<|

cus Erafmus.

The Britiih fa^ory here is chiefly compofed of!

North Britons, who have a Calviniftic church.]

During the wars in Flanders,, under the great

Duke of Marlborough, an epifcopal church was]

created by the contribution of the Englifh offi-

cers, merchants, and mariners, which is faidto bel

the only regular epifcopal church, countenancedl

and edabliihed, belonging to the fubjedts of Greatj

Britain^ in a foreign country.

On the 27th of October, Mr. Hanway failedl

down the Maefe to Helvoet Sluys. Though this]

is one of the beft harbours in the United Pro-

vinces, the town is of no great extent. Here ourl

traveller had the pleasure to iinda iinall fqut*

droQl
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Idron of Britifh fhips of war^ under the command
lofLord Anfon, intended to convey George II. to

bngland. The fight of his country's ihips of war
Las the more agieeable, as he had not enjoyed

Ifuch a view for the long fpace of eight years.

Embarking at this place next day in the pac-

ket for Harwich, he landed fafe on the Britifli

lihore, after a paifage of twenty-four hours, and
Itlius clofed his extenfive peregrinations.

JOURNEY
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JOUKNEY TO

PALMYRJ,
OR

TEDMOR IN THE DESERT;
'

AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE

RUINS OF BALBEC,
|th£ ancient heliopolis, in ccelosyria.

By Mr. WOOD.

'HIS journey, which refleds no fmall luftrc

on our national chara6ter for a love of the

ts, was undertaken in 1751, by MeiTrs. Daw-
ns and Bouverie, both gentlemen of diilin-

biihed tafle and erudition, accompanied by Mr.
[ood ', from whofe fplendid work, on the anti*

ities of Palmyra and Balbec^ the following ac«

lant is abdraded^
[Meflrs. Dawkins and Bouverie, fays our author,

V more than once, had been led by curioiity

travel into Italy, were perfuaded, that a voy-

properly made to the mod remarkable places

[antiquity, on the coaft of the Mediterranean,
|ght be of advantage to the public, at the fame
ae that it would aSbrd knowledge and enter-

itnent to themfelves. As I had already feea

fft of the places they propofed to vifit, they did

thebooQur it9 ^Qounui^icate their defign tp.

lae,
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me, and I with pleafure accepted their invltal

tipn to be one of luch an agreeable party. TlJ
advantageous idea I had forQned pf thefe gentle

men, whbm 1 had feveral tinftes ntet in France an<

Italy, flattered me with all the fuccefs that coul]

be hoped for from fuch a voyage. Their intj

mate friendfhip, their love pf antiquities and tt

fine arts, and their being accuftomed to travelling

were circumftances efTential to our proje6t j cil

cumdances that feldom meet in two perfons, wi

join to a tafie and leiifure for fuch refearche

the neceifary n;ieans of making them, and wli

have fufficient health and courage to fupport

fatigue of doing it.

We agreed, that it would be advi fable toeil

gage a fourth perfon, who was in Italy, and who!

abilities were known to lis with refpe6t tobl

fkill in architefture and drawing. We therefoj

wrote to him^ and he agreed to be one oft

party; "'^^
• -

'•
"''

We chofe Rome for the place of our reqde

vous 5 and there fpent the winter together, en

ploying the greateft part of our time in refrell

ing our memories by reading ancient hiilory, ai{

in perfeding ourfelves in the geography of

countries we propofcd to vifit.

The following fpring we repaired to Naplj

where we found a veflel we had hired at Londa

furnifhed with every thing we had thought woij

be of fervice to us. We had there a choice

ledion of the Greek poets and hiftorians, bo

of antiquities^ and accounts of the bed voya||

«nd travels. There were alfo on board fuchi

thematical indruments as we might have

iion for, and prefents fit for the Turks of

tin^oD, and others, to whom .we might

c 4 oblij
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eblige^ to addrefs ourfelves iti the courfe of our
travels. ' ' '^

:''
,

In thi^ veflel we fet fall, and vifited moft of
the iflands of the Archipelago^ a part of Greece*

in Europe> the European and Afiatic coafts ofthe
Hellefpont^ the Propontis and the Bofpho^s as'

fer ^ the Black Sea^ We penetrated into Afia

Minor, Syria, Phoenicia, Paleftine, and Egypt;
und viiited the moft ren^arkable places in each.

The different countries through which we
pafTed are known to abound in various objefts

that merit the attention of the curious traveller;

however, it was lefs the prefent than the ancient

Hate of thefe countries that attracted our regard

;

though each of us was able to gratify his peculiar

tafte. It is impoilible to confider with indiffi^r-

ence the countries where polite literature and the

arts had their birth j where the captains, the ora-

tprs, the philolbphers, the poets, and the artifts

have, fo bravely and fo happily, fufFered their'

genius to foar, and done honour to human nature.

Circumftances of climate and fituation, other-*

wife trivial, become interefting from their con-
nedioh with the great men who have celebrated

them, and with the illudrious adions, which-
hiftory and poetry reprefent as being there per-

formed. The life of Miltiades or Leonidas can
no where be read with fuch pleafure as in the

Plains of Marathon, or at the Straights of Ther-
mopylae : the Iliad has new beauties on the banks
of the Scamander j and the OdyfTey has freih

charms in the country where Ulylfes travelled^

and Hom^^r fung. ^ ^
No part of a tour through the eaft is fo dif-

ficult as a journey to Palmyra j for, it is neceffary

to go far from the common road, and where the

Vol. Xm. fl grand
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5rand feignior^s proteAion can be of no fervice*

Jeppo and Damafcus feemed to be the places

where we might beft provide for our convenience

and fafety In this enterprife ; but having endea«

voured in vain to make the iirft of thefe cities,

we anchored at Byroot, on the coaft of Syria, and

crofled orer Mount Libanus> in order to go to

Damafcus.
The baifa of that city declared that he could.

not promlfe U8> that either his name or his power
would be of any fervice to us at the place to which
we were going. From what he faid, and from all

th^t we could learn from others, we found that

we muft be obliged to goto Ha(Iia> a village four

days journey to the.north of Damafcus, and the

refidence ofanaga^ whofe jurifdi6tion extends to

Palmyra. This little village is in the great road,

by which the caravan of Damafcus paifes to

Aleppo ; it is fituated near Anti-Libanus, at a

few hours diftance from the river Orontes. The
aga received us with the hofpitality fo common
in this country among people of all ranks ; and,

though extremely furprifed at our curiofity, he

gave us^ as well as he was able^ the necelTary. in-

rudions for gratifying it.

We left Haffia on the 10th of March, 1751,

with an efcort of the beft Arab horfemen belong-

ing to the aga, armed with guns and long pikes;

and having croifed a barren plain, which fcarcely

produces vegetables fufficient to feed the ante-

lopes we faw there, we arrived at Sudud. This

is a fmall village inhabited by Maronite Chrlf-

tians : the hou^s are built of bricks dried in the

fun } and the inhabitants cultivate as much land

around the village as is bearly fufficient for their

fubfiftence 3 they alfo make tolerable good wine.

1 We
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We bought (bine manufcripts of their prleft; and
after dinner continued our journey to the fouth^

eaft through the fame fort of country, and in

three hours more arrived at Howareen^ wnere
we took up our lodging..

Howareen has the fame appearance of poverty

flg Sudud ; but we found fome ruins there, that

are a proof of its being once a more confiderable

place. A fquare tower, with projeding battle^

roents, feems to have been built three or four

hundred years ago, and two churches, in ruins^

may be of the fame age: in thefe buildings there

are materials that are much more ancient, but
employed without judgment. Weobfcrved in the

walls fome Corinthian capitals, and many Attio

bafes of white marble. Thefe fragments of an-
tiquity, and fome otherswe found fcattered about,

have belonged to works ere6ted with more ex*

pence than tafte. We had obferved a neighbour*

ing village entirely abandoned by its inhabitants,

which frequently happens in this country j fo^,

when the produce of the earth is not anfwerable

to the cultivation, the inhabitants often quit their

habitations to avoid oppreflion.

The next day Vrt left Howareen, and conti-

nuing to travel in the fame dire6tion, in three

hours reached Caricteen, a village a little larger

than the lafl, which has alfo fome fragments of
marble belonging to ancient edifices. We thought
proper to fiay here the remainder of the day, as

well to wait for the reft of the efcort the aga had
ordered to accompany us, as to prepare our retinue

and our cattle, for the fatigue they were ro fuf-

fer during the reft of our journeys for though
we could not perform it in lefs than twenty-four

hours^ we were obliged to travel fo long with«'

R 2 out

i
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out repofe^ there being no water in that part of

the defert.

We left Carieteen on the 13th, at ten in the

morning, which was much too late; but our

company became more difficult to govern in pro-

portion as they became more numerous. This

bad condu6t occaiioned our being expofed to the

heat of two days, before our bealls could obtain

either reft or water j and though it was early in

the feafon, the fand refledted the heat of the fun

with great violence, while we had neither the

llightelt breeze to refrefli us, nor the leaft fhade

to fhelter us from its beams.

Our company was now much increafed, by its

being joined by fome merchants, fo that it con-

iifted of about two hundred perfons, and nearly

the fame number of different beafts of burthen,

which formed a grotefque mixture. Our guide

told us we were now in the moft dangerous part

of our journey, and delired ns to fubmit entirely

to his orders, which were, that the domeftici

ihould keep with the baggage, immediately be-

hind our guard of Arabs^ from which was fre«

quen^tly difpatched one, two, or more horfemen

on the difcovery, to all the eminences before us,

where they flayed till we came up with them.

Thefe horfemen always quitted the caravati on a

full gallop, after the manner of the Tartars and

Huflars. It is hard to fay, whether this precau-

tion arofe from a real apprehenfion of danger, or

whether it did not proceed from an oftentatioiM

Ihow of vigilance, to make us conceive a high

opinion of their a^ivity and ufe.

The road here, from Carieteen to Palmyra, was

north and by eafl, through a level fandy plain,

«bout ten miles broad^ bounded to the right and

, left
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left by a chain of barren mountains, that feem
to join within two miles of Palmyra. In all thit

courfe there is neither a tree nor a drop of water

)

but> to take off our attention from the fatigue

we endured, our Arab borfemen diverted us from
time to time by engaging in mock fights. It is

furprifing to fee with what firmnefs they keep
their faddles, and the dexterity with which they

manage their horfes. At night they ufually fat

in a circle^ to drink coffee and fmoke a pipe: this

was their greatefl regale. In the mean while,

one of the company diverted the reft by finging

a fong or relating a piece of hiflory, on the fub^

]e6t of love or war, or with an extempore tale.

When we had proceeded nine hours from Ca-
rieteen, we arrived at a mined tower, on which
we obferved the crofs of Malta in two or three

])laces. Near this tower are the ruins of a fu*

perb building $ but a magnificent door-cafe of
white marble, is the only part that remains ftand-

ing, which is not covered with fand. At mid*
night we flopt two hours to take fome repofe,

iind on the 14th, at noon, arrived at the end of
the plain, where the mountains, to the right

find left, appear to meet. Between thefe moun*
tains is a valley, where are ftill feen the ruihS

Bf an aqueduft, that formerly conveyed water to

Palqayra. '

On each fide of this valley are many fquare
towers of a conliderable height; and, on ap*

preaching them, we found that they were tht
ancient fepulchres of the inhabitants of PaU
fiiyra. Scarcely had we paffed thefe venerable mo^
tiQments, when, the mountains opening on each
fide, we fiiiddenly difcovered the greateft qUan-*

tity of ruinsy all of while marble^ we had evef

E 3 ' feen:
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feen; and behind thofe ruin8> Cowards the Ea«
phrates^ a level country, extending as far as the

eye could reach, without the lead t^qiiated ob-

je6t. It is almoft impoifible to imagiittlny thing

more aftonilhing than this view. Ndprofped
can be conceived more flriking and romantic,

than fuch a vaft multitude of Corinthian co-

lumns, with few intervening >^alls and folid

buildings.

But to be more particular : on the left hand
you behold a wall, which belonged to the court of

the temple of the fun, and though part is broken

down, it is fiill of a coniiderable length. A row

of twelve noble windows appear in continuity;

and farther to the left are two others. Between
each is a pilafter, of the Corinthian order, fup*

porting the entablature. Through the fpace that

is broken down, the view is terminated by diftant

rows of columns, and over the part of the wall»

which is dill (landing, rife the ruins of the tem-

ple itfelf. At the end, where ftood the portico,

IS a fquare ruinous tower, built by the Turks.

Before thefe buildings are inclofures of corn

and olive-trees, planted by the Arabs, and fepa-

rated by mud walls; while, on all iides^ lie around

them magnificent ruins.

Before the Turkish tower is a piece of a very

large colunin, Handing on its bafe; but the

greated part, wi^h its capital and entablature* has

fallen down* The ilones that are round it ihew

that there was a grand edi^ce in this place. The

diameter of this column, near the bafe, h iivc

feet an4 a (half. A little to the right of the

tp.wer, .^bough at a greater difiance, are the ruins

of ^ Tt^^ih mofque with its minaret : and be-

fore It is a grand column^ that rifes to a great

;

.
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haght, snd is of the fame diroenlions with that

vhicb is broken down. A little farther to the

right is a noble arch, with a poftern, richly orna-

Dented, on each fide, from which a colonade ex*

iendi four tboufand feet in length, terminated

by a fuperb maafoleum. Many of thefe columns
are fallen down» and open a view to the other

niins, while in other parts the remains of magni-
ficent firudures are feen through the interco*

luDiniations, At fome di (lance nearer, before

tbts magnificent colonade, ilands a fmall temple,

adorned with a noble portico ; and flill farther io

the right is another temple, with its periftyle,

feen through the intercolumniation. Still far«

tber to the right is a range of j^olumns that ap-

pear to have belonged to a portico. At fome
diilance nearer feem to be the ruins of a Chrilt-

ian church, ai)d ftill nearer, and farther to the

right, are fonr lofty columns with their fuperb
entablature, the only remains of fome grand edi-

fice. A little to the right of thefe, though at a
greater diftance, are a number of columns which
Sill fupport a coniiderable part of their entabla«

tore, and are To difpofed, that they refemble the

peri%Ie of a fmall temple, that has been wholly
dedroyed ; and nearer Aill, and more to the rights

is an elegant maufoleum. >

Befides; thefe, we fee a vaft number of feather-

ed columns covering the plain, fome with, and
fome \i;i^out, their entablatures, while the ground
is on aft ndes ftrewed with broken columns, ca-
pitals, rich entablaturesr, and iionds pf prodigious

magnitude. Towards the right the didatit pro^
fpeft is terminated by a range 0^ hill^ and mouti-
tfling, op one of which arei the'ruins of a Turkilh
fortiBc^tioD, ai^d on ai^other is ^ c^ltle*. > i

Thefe
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Thefe were the amazing ruins which fuddenly

flruck our fight, and appeared at one view in the

diftant profpe6t. After having confidered them
for fonie time, we were conduced to a hut be-

longing to the Arabs, of which there are about

thirty in the court of the great temple. The
Iftagnificence of that edifice, and ihe meannefs of

our habitation^ formed a contrail without a pa-

rallel.

The inhabitants, both men and women, are

well ihaped ; the complexions of the latter are

fwarthy, but their features good : they were veil-

ed, but they were not fo fcrupulous about fliew-

ing their faces, as the women of the call general-

ly are. They hang rings of either gold or brafs

in their ears and nofes; they colour their lips

blue, their eyes and eye-brows black, and the

tips of their fingers red. Both fexes appear to be

very healthy, being almoft fl:rangers to difeafes.

It feldom rains there, except at the time of the

Equinoxes, and we enjoyed a fcrene Iky all the

while we ftaid, except one afternoon, when we
had a little fliower, preceded by a whirlwind,

which raifed fuch a quantity of fand as entirely

darkened the air, dnd gave us an idea of the ter-

rible Horms that are fometimes fatal to whole

caravans. We continued there fifteen ddys, dur-

ing which the Arab inhabitants fupplied us pret-

ty well with mutton and goatsfleih^ but had
we ilaid much longer, we ihould have exhaufled

their flock.
''

As we found it would be troublefome to carry

a quadrant fo fiir by land/ this preven^ed our

taking the latitude of the cityj but according

to Ptolemy it is in 34 deg. latitude, and is fix

days journey from Ak5ppo> As many from Damaf*
CttS



OfS, by the fafeft road, and about twenty leagued

to the eaft of the Euphrates. Some geograpb^Vs

place it in Syria, others in Arabia, and others in

rhcenicia. The city walls were flanked with

fquare towers, but in many parts they are entire-

ly levelled, and cannot now be diftinguilhed from

the other ruins ; particularly none of them can

be perceived to the fouth-eaft; however, frona

what we difcovered, there is great reafon to bc^

lieve that they inclofed the great temple 5 and,:

tlierefore, muft have been at leall three miles in

eompafs.

The Arabs Ihewed us, by the prefent ruins, 8
trad of land that may be about ten miles in cirr

cnmference, and is a little raifed above the level

of the defert, obferving, that this was the extent

cf the ancient city, and that ruins were difcover-

ed there by digging. Indeed, there feems better

reafons in favour of this opinion* than their atir

thority. A circuit of three miles was very little

for Palmyra in its profperity ; efpecially, if we
consider that the greateft part of that fpace it

filled by public edifices, which, from their extra-

cFdloary magniiicence, and the great number of
fuperb fepulchres, arc evident proofs of the gran-

deur of the city. From thence it may be con-

eluded^ that the walls already mentioned, inclofed

only that part of the city, which contained the

public edilces in its mofi flourifhrtig date ; and
that after it was ruined, its iituation rendering

it the mod proper place for putting a flop to the

incurfions of the Saracens, Juflinian fortified it,

•s,wc learn from Procopius, and very probably

contracted its bounds. Palmyra was not then, ats

it formerly had been, a rich and trading city, in

vbich it wa> oeceiTaxy to have a regard to the<

intexeft
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^Intereft and convenience of individuals j but a
J^^^ntier town, that only required lirength. Be*
fides, in building the wall to the north-weft, ad-

vantage was taken of two or three fepulchres,

Mihich being of a convenient form, they convert-

ed them into towers j and as there is no doubt
that the wall was built after the fepulchres, it

may juftly be concluded that they were ere6ted

iince the abolition of the pagan religion, the

Gireeks and Romans having too great a veneration

for their fepulchres to apply them to any other

ufe ; and it was contrary to the moft exprefs laws

of both, to bury the dead within the walls of a

city.

It has been obferved, that on the top of one

of the higheft of thefe mountains is a caftle. The
afcent to it Is extremely difiicult and rugged.

It is furrounded by a deep ditch, cut-in the rock;

or rather they have taken the ilones from it as

from a quarry. As the draw-bridge is broken,

we found a good deal of difficulty in palling it.

This caflle is, however, fo ill built, that it is evi-

dent it was created not only after the time of

Juftinian, to whom it is attributed, but is even

unworthy of the Mamalukes. This mountain

affords an extenfive view to the fouth, where the

defert refembles a fea; and to the weft we may
fee the top of Ltbanus, and diftinfitly perpeive fe*.

Vefal parts of Anti-Libanus.

The barren tra6t in which the city ftands,

might be made a delightful fpot, by means of

two rivers, that are entirely negle6ted. The wa-

ter of both is hot, and mixed with fulphur; biit

the inhabitants efteem it falubrious and agree-

able. The moft conftderable of thefe ftreams

rifcs to the weil^ at the foot of the mountains, in

a fine



W60D*S JOURKEY, 101

I fine grotto> almofl high enough in the middlo

for a man to iland upright in it. The whole
bottom is a bafon of clear water, about two feet

deep j and the heat being thus concentered, ren-

jersi it an excellent bath, for which purpofe it is

ufed by the.Arabs : from it runs a pretty rapid

[

current, above three feet broad and one foot

4eep. This water is for fome fpace confined

within a paved channel formerly made for it;

but after a fhort courfe, it is imbibed by the fand

to the eaft of the ruins. An infcription upon an
altar near it, dedicated to Jupiter, informs us,

that it was called £phea; and that the care of it

was intrufted to perfons ele6ted to that office.

The other ftream, the fource ofwhich we could

not difcover, contains near the fame quantity of
water, and after running for fome time through
the ruins^ in an ancient fubterranean aquedu^;,

joins the firil, and is lofl with it in the fands«

The Arabs fpeak of a third dream that has been
for fome time loft among the ruins. Some have
been much embarraifed to account for the lofs of
a river mentioned by Ptolemy, and therefore at-

tribute it to an earthquake : however, with re-

fpe6t to thofe of Palmyra, no other change feems
to have happened, than what is the effeS of ne-
gligence } but if thefe currents are thought too

inconfiderable to deferve the name of rivers, that

honour (hould for the fame reafon be refufed to

the Padolus, tne Meles, and many other rivers of
Greece, that have not fo much water, except im-
mediately after rain.

Betides thefe was the fubterranean aquedu6t
before-mentioned, which brought good water to

the city, and wa3 foUdly built; with openings at

proper
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|>roper di dances, to keep it clean. Procoplus ob-
ferves, that Juftinian conveyed water to Palmyra,

for the ufe of the garrifon he left there : but wc
imagine, that for this purpofe he repaired the

aquedu^» which appears to have been much
more ancient, and built at an immenfe expence.

Palmyra, in its profperity, certainly could not fail

to procure fuch a convenience; and, indeed, ia

more than one part of this aquedu6l:, we have

obferved infcriptions in Palmyrene charaders,

which are now not legible j but we have found
none in any other language.

Three or four miles to the fouth-eaft of the

ruins in the defert, is the Valley of Salt, where
David probably fmote the Syrians, 2 Sam. viii,

13, and which ftill fupplies Damafcus and the

neighbouring towns with great quantities of that

commodity, the earth being impregnated with it

to a confiderable depth. They hollow the ground
Upwards of a foot deep, and from the rain-water,

which lodges in thefe cavities, rifes a fine white

fait, that is gathered after the water is dried up^

or exhaled by the fun.

Thefe noble remains of Palmyra are too ftrik-

ing and magnificent not to excite our curiofity,

with refpedt to its condition in ancient times. It

is natural to eiiquire, how a fpot like this, divid-

ed from the reft of the world by an inhofpitable

defert, came to be chofen for its (ituation j who
was its founder, and from what quarter it drew
the riches neceflTary to its fupport ? But it is re-

markable, that hillory fcarcely makes any men-
tion oF Balbec and Palmyra, ,and we have little

knowledge of them but what is fupplied by in-

fcriptions. Is not even this fileace of hiftpry in^

Itruftive?
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iftive ? Does it not inforni us, that there are

eriods in hiflory that are entirely -concealed from

By the natural and ordinary courfe, the me-
lory of cities is prefervcd longer than their

ins. It is only from hiflory that we have any
owledge of Troy, Babylon, and Memphis :'

ere does not- at prefent remain a fingle ftone of

el'e cities, to Ihew where they were fituated :

luthere are twbexamples of confiderable cities

at have fubfiflttd longer than any other known
us J

and yet it is rather what we fee, than

hat we read, that excites our curiofityConcern-

g them i
and the remains of Balbec and PaU

lyri, ftill fubfift, to relate, if we may ufe the

preflion, their own hiflory. Can the lofs of
oks be the caufe, or did the ancients fet lefs

alue on thefe edifices, than we do at prefent?

this la ft be the cafe^ their filence, with refpeft

Balbec, will jufliify what they advance about
labylon j and their not mentioning Palmyra be
kind of proof of the magnificence of Greece
iid£gypt, on which they have beftowed fuch
comiums.

All the authorities of the ancients, with re-

eft to this city, may be reduced to thefe. In
le Arabic tranilation of the fecond book of
hronicleS) chap, viii^ Palmyra is mentioned as

bfifting before the time of Solomon : but John
f Antioch fays, that it was built by that mo-
arch on the very fpot where David flew the

liiliftine chief, in honour of that memorable ae-

on. But thd Arabian biflories, on this fubje6t,

)pear fo extremely fabulous and extravagant ag«

be unworthy of notice.

Vol, XUIr S^ Tht
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The Old Tcftament informs us*, that Solomon

tueeGted a city in the wildemefs, and called ii

Tedmor ; and w« are told by Jofephus, that thj

Greeks and Romans afterwards gave it the natnd

of Palmyra; but that its firft name was retained

by the Syrians ; and this is confirmed by St. Je]

romt who fays that Tedmor and Palmyra are thJ

Syrian and Greek names of the fame place : even

at prefent, the Arabs of the country flill call ij

Tedmor. They pretend that thefe ruins werj

the work of Solomon, and among other thine

fhew the feraglio of that king, his haram, and

the tomb of one of his favourite concubinesl

*5 Solomon, the fon of David, fay they, perform]

ed thefe wonders by the alliftance of fpirits."

But the ilru6tures ere6ted by Solomon wer

doubtlefs entirely demoliihed by Nebuchadnej
zar, who, we are aifured by John of Antiod
deftroyed that city before he befieged Jerufaleml

It cannot be reafonably fuppofed, that edifices i(

the elegant ftyle of thofe of Palmyra were priol

to the eliablifhment of the Greeks in Syria ; anij

taking this for granted, we fhall not be furprifed

that Xenophon takes no notice of this city in bij

retreat of Cyrus the Younger, though he is yen

exa6t in defer!bing the defert: nor ihall w]

wonder at its not being mentioned in the hiftor

of Alexander the Great, who might have reape

great advantages from the iituation of that citj

when he croffed this defert. No mention is niad^

of it even when Pompey reduced Syria to a Re

man province ; though at that time a tafle fol

the polite arts began to prevail, and architedurel

painting, and fculpture, were efieemed notunj

* 1 Kings ix, and 9 Chtoiu viiL

'WOikliJ
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Iforthy of the attention of a Roman general.

}De would have imagined that Palmyra would
pot have efcaped the avidity and avarice of the

JHofnans ; and yet we do not find that their hif-

|tory makes any mention of that city before the

Itime of Mark Antony^ who would have plunder-

it| had not the inhabitants fecured themlelves

by tranfporting their mod valuable effe^6 beyond

|the Euphrates, and defended the pairag<; of that

[river by their archers. At that time the inhabit-

gnts of Palmyra were merchants, and fold to the

[Romans the merchandifes of India and Arabia.

jWe may conclude, that they were a rich and free

Ipeople; but how long they had enjoyed thefe

advantages is uncertain. Their riches and trade

[were probably of fome {landing ; for it appears

rom infcriptions that, in lefs than forty years

ifter, their expences and their luxuries were ex-
jflive.

At length, when the affairs of the Bomans in

^be call were in a deplorable iituation, Odena-
^hus of Palmyra took fuch advantage of the iitu-

jation of his country between the two great rival

empires of Rome and Periia, that he renderd him-
self mailer of the balance of power, and declared

^or the one or the other, according as the iace of

tflfairs changed, and his intered required. He
itered into an alliance with the Emperor Galli-

CDus, collected the poor remains of the Roman
irmy, and by his valour, activity, and remarkable

])atience in enduring fatigue, vanquiihed Sapor,

Iking of Periia, in feveral engagements, advanc-

ing with his vi&orious troops as far as Ctefiphon,

the capital of his empire. On his return from
Ithis expedition, with the greateil applaufe, and
(with coniiderable treafures, Galiieuus declared

S 2 him
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him Auguftus^ and his aflbciate in the goverr.

ment of the empire. Odenathus afterwards de
feated Baliila^ who afpired to the empire, andal
length drove out the Goths, who had committe,

the greateli ravages. This was his laft exploit

and it is thought, that in this expedition he wal

treacherouily murdered by his kinfman Maeonlus]

and his Ton Herodes foon after fuffered the famj

fate. Mseonius was then faluted emperor, butij

a ihort time after was cut to pieces by his ow]

foldiers, f.ritavi'i

Odenathus left behind him his wife, Queeil

Zenobia, and two fons he had by her $ ihe boaftl

ed her being defcended from Ptolemy, and reel

koned Cleopatra among her anceiiors. ZenobiJ

had many great and amiable qualities. Afte]

the death of Odenathus, fhe alTumed the reins ol

government in the name of her children, and re

noundng the alliance with Rome, attacked and

entirely defeated Heraclianus, the Roman geneJ

ral. This vi6tory left her in the poifeflion ol

Syria and Mefopotamia. She then, by means ol

Zabdas, one of her generals, conquered Egypt]

and afterwards added to her dominions the greati

c(l part of Alia Minor. How ftrange, how m\
accountable are the vicilfitudes of fortune!

fmall territor)' m the midit of a defert extends it

conquefls over many rich countries I ThepowerJ
ful kingdoms of the Ptolemies, and the SeleuciJ

d«, form a part of the dominions of a iingle citd

whofe name is fought for in vain in their hiftoryj

and Zenobia, furroanded by the barreh fands oi|

Palmyra, includes Egypt within her dominions to

the fouth, and extends them to the north ask
as the Black Sea and the Bofphorus. But the

Ireiga of this empire -was of ver^ fliort continu^

anceii
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ijcej fcbe emperor Aurelian, a few years after^

)vered the eaftern provinces^ and forced Ze-

)ifl to (helter herfelf within the walls of Pal-

pyra. He laid fiege to that city> the queen re-

eled all negotiations with contempt i but after

I
brave defence, fhe refolved, in.peribn^ to folicit

be ailiftance of the Ferfians : (he fet out on a

^otnedary $ but was taken prifoner as (he was
[bout to crofs the Euphrates^ by a party of horfe

^Dt after her by Aurelian* The inhabitants of

palmyra now furrendered to the emperor's mer-
r; on which hp fpared their lives, and marched
Emiifa with Zenobia^ carrying with him a

[rest part of the riches of the city, and leaving

bere a garrifon of fix hundred archers.

At Emiifa the emperor enquired into Zeno«
|ia*s motives for refifting him with fuch refolu-

jidD, and upon this occafion fhe liained her glo-

j, by purchafing a diihonourable life at the ex*

ence of her friends, whom Ihe meanly betrayed |

lie mentioned thofe who had been her advifers

;

[n which Aurelian had the cruelty and injuflice to

icrifice them to his refentment, while ihe was re«

^ed to adorn his triumph. Among thofe whofuf-
ered was Longinus^ the illuilrious author of tho

}kupon the Sublime; who had dictated a haugh*
Istter his miilrefs had fent to the emperor; but

be intrepid courage with which he fuhmitted to

lis fate, ihews that his bravery was equal to hig

paming.

The misfortunes of Palm)^ were not yet end-

when a free people are, from the height of
[lory, fuddenly reduced to flavery, they general*

take fome defperate meafures for their deli-

rerance. The Palmyrenes cut off the Roman
irrifon^ and AoreliUn hearing this news as he

S3 was
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was returning to Rome^ fpeedily turned bad
and taking the city, deiiroyed it, cauling almol
all the inhabitants to be mafTaci'ed, without re

gard to age or fex. We are informed of thi

particulars of tliis cruelty by the emperor him]

felf, who, in the letter he wrote to BalTus, to or]

der him to repair the temple of the fun, whicli

bad been much damaged by the foldiers, appro]

priatesto that ufe three hundred pounds weight oj

gold found in Zenobia*s coffers, with one thoufanJ

eight hundred pounds weight of iilver, which bt;]

longed to the people, betides the crown jewels.

Palmyra having thus loft its liberty, continued

fubjed to a Roman governor ; and from the oni)

Latin infcription now found there, we are inJ

formed that Hierocles was for the fifth timJ

prefident of the province, when Diocletian ereft)

cd fume magnificent buildings there. In thJ

year of Chrill 400, the firft lllyrian legion waj

quartered at Palmyra; but Procopius gives vi

reafon to think, that the city was fo little regard]

ed as to be fometimes without a Roman garrij

fon : for he fays that Juftinian repaired and fupj

plied it with water, after, its having been foi

fome time almofl deferted. This is the laft timJ

that Palmyra is mentioned in the Roman hiftoryl

The civil revolutions of this city afford a prooj

that Chriftianity could not -be long eftablilhed

there, /o that it is not :furptifing that ecclefiaftiJ

cal hiilory furniflies nothing worth the pains o^

repeating-, and .there is no means of knowing

what has happened to it, fince the deftrudion oj

the eaftern empire by the Mahometans.
: jilmong the feveral infcriptions found therd

none are more ancient thaii the! birth of Cbriftj

and none Co late as the dejdru^on of thq city bJ

; Aureliaol
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Unrelian, except the Latin infcription which
Igiakes mention of Diocletian. The era of thefe

liDfcriptions is that of the Seleucidae Some of

Uetn are found in the Pahnyrene, and others in

[Greek chara6ters. Two of the maufolea, which

ire almolt entire, have on their fronts infcrip-

tions that are very legible j one of them informs
U that Jamblicus^ the fon of Mocimivs, caufed

jtbat monument to be built, to ferve as a fepul-

cbre for him and his family, in the year 314,

which anfwers to the 3d year of the Chriftian

era j and the other, that Elabelus Manaius cauf-

ed it to be eredted in the year 414, the 103d year

of the ChriUian era. The ornaments of thefe

two maufoleunis are much in the fame tade ; but
(he lail is the mod elegant, and finiihed withthe
greateft care : though both are fo much in the

Uafte and the manner of the other public edifices

in general, that we may reafonablyfuppofe them
[not to be the works of very different ages.

Before we had completed our bufinefs at Pal-

Imyra, our Arabian efcort began to grow impa-
tient, and to folicit our departure 3 alleging that

our fafety in returning was much more precari-

ous than in our journey thither, as they had thqn

only accidental dangers to apprehend, while they

were now to provide againft a premeditated fur-

prife from the king of the Bedouins, or wander-
ing Arabs, who,.on his having intelligence of us,

Imight think us a prize worth looking>t"ter. We
had likewife our own reafons for more than or-

Idinary folicitude j for we were much more anxi-

ous about preferving the treafure we brought
from Palmyra, than that which we carried thi-

Ither. By their advice we concealed both our in-

[tended road back^ and the time we intended to

fct
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fet out, and on the 27th of March left Palmyra •

V'here its few miferable inhabitants expreiTcd

the utmoft aftonifhment, at a vilit, the reafon ot

which they could not comprehend.
We returned as far as Sudud, by the lame

tirefome road, through the defert, which we hav«

already defcribed, in our journey to Palmyral
But before we arrived at Carieteen, wedifcoverJ
ed, at, a dii^ance, a party of Arabian horfemenj
to which, had they been fuf)erior in number, mJ
mult have fallen an eafy prey, in the languid!

flate to which both our men and horfes were re-l

duced, after a march of about twenty hours over!

the burning fands ; but, on our nearer approachJ

they retired with precipitation, abandoning romel

cattle, which were feized by our friends, as al

matter of courfe, laughing at our remonllrancesi

againU their injuftice.

Being arrived at Sudud, we left our formcrl

road on the right hand, and in five hours more,

proceeding ftill through the fame defert, reached

Cara, where we took leave of the greatefl part

of our caravan. The manufcripts and marbles

we had colIe£ted, we fent on camels to our (hip

atXripoly; the merchants who had joined us

for protection, returned to Damafcus with the

fait they went to gather at Palmyra; and our

Arabian horfenien, who were now no longer of
|

life, having demanded a certificate of their fide-

lity and vigilance, which they jullly deferved,|

returned to their mafter, the Agaof Haflia.

We had paflfcd through Cara before, in going I

from Damafcus to Hallia; from the laR. it i$|

about fix hours didant, and is under the govern-

ment of the fame aga. This village is pleafant-

ly iituated in -the (^reat caravan road from Da^

mafcus
I
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ifcas to Aleppo, and, we were informed, con-

lini near a thoufand fouls, amongft whom are

out twenty Chridian families. There is one
lined church to be fecn there^ and another con-

rted into a mofque : upon the wall of the lat*

is a line of Greek capitals in a bad charfl6^er,

rned.upHde down, in which we could read the

rords Athanaiios Epifcopos. Tiie common mud
brmed into the (hape of bricks, and dried in the

bn, of which the houfes are built, has, at fome
jlillaDce, the appearance of white done. The
bort duration of fuch materials, is not the only

bjeftion to them, for they render the ttreets

llnfty when there is wind, and dirty when there

train : inconveniences that are alfo felt at Da-
alcus itfelfj which is moilly built in the fame
anner.

After fufFering almoft a month's conftant fa^

|igue in the defert, particularly at Palmyra,

fhere every hour was precious, we here indulg-

ourfelves with a' day of reft, and by this

bort interval of fecurity and repofe, prepared

|)urfelves for new fatigues.

We then fet out, and arrived at Brfale in feven
jiours, proceeding the greateft part of the way
kcrofs the barren ridge of hills, called Anli-Liba-

m. This village, which confifts of thirty poor
koufes. Was the only one we pafled through in

fur way from Cara to Balbec. We found no-
ting there worth notice, except a melancholy
}ilance of the unhappy government of thefe

entries' : the houfes were all open, every thing

srriedoif, and not a living creature to be feen.

^e were informed that the governor of Balbec'i

[rother was then in open rebellion, ravaging the

)UQtry with ;i party of his defperate followers

;

and
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and it fecms that when we paffed through Erfal

he was encamped in its neighbourhood, on whi
the inhabitants chofe to abandon their dwelUn
rather, than expole thcmfelves to fuch unme
ciful contributions as he had raifed in otb

places.

Impatient to leave a place of iuch danger,

fet out early the next morning, and in five hou

and a half arrived at Balbec. This city, whi
was formerly under the government of Damafc
and fome years iince the reiidence of a baifa,

at prefent commanded by a perfon of no high

irank than that of aga, who, preferring the moi

honourable title of emir, which he had by hi

birth, to that of his Nation, wjis called Emi

Saflein : for the Arabs have hereditary nobili

and family connections, contrary to the policy

the Porte, which is deiirous of fuppreifing all i

fiuence that the grand feignior cannot give a

take away at pleafure.

This governor annually paid the grand feign

or fifty purfes for the taxes of the didridt und

his command 5 he alfo paid fifty purfes year!

for lands^ granted as rewards for military fervio

and farmed by him. Thofe lands, we were tol

were much more profitable to him, than to t

perfons for whofe benefit the grant was original

ly intended, on account of the difficulty

danger of any man's pretending to the fai

farm againd fo powerful a competitor,

ought alfo to have paid fomething to the ba

of Damafcus, for lands he held under him *, b

he had for fome time evaded it, being fcreeni

by the kiflar aga, or the black eunuch, who h

the care of the grand feignior's women, to whoi

he was faid to be under private contribution.

ani
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\/e took oar lodgings of a Greeks to whom
\(rere recommended, and then waited on tho

nir, whom we found in a chiofqne in his gar-

i, reclined on a fofa near a fountain, and in-

^lently enjoying his pipe. On our prefenting

with our firman from the grand feignior*

nd a letter from the bafla of Tripoly, we were
oft courteoufly received. A pipe, coffee^

itraeats, and perfume, were, according to cuf-

a, fucceffively prefented. He applied the fir-

an refpedfully to his forehead, then kifled it,

od declared himfelf the fultan*s^ flave*s flave

:

lid us that the land he commanded, and all ia

[was ours j that we were his welcome guefts

[long as we would ftay, and under his friend-

rprote6i:ion might fecurely purfue our buiinefs.

In no inftance do the oriental manners fhew
efe people in fo amiable a light, as in their

Jifcharge of the duties of hofpitality j the feve-

(ties of eaftern defpotifm have indeed, been al-

ways foftened by this virtue, which fo happily

ourilhes mod, where it is moft wanted. The
ireat forget the infolence of power to the

ranger under their roof, and only preferve a dig-

[ity fo tempered by humanity, that it folely

ommands that grateful rerpe6t, which is other-

Irife fcarcely known in a country where inferiors

{re oftener taught to fear than to love.

Notwithilanding the emir's obliging profef-

ons, we had been advifed to didrull him ; for

had an infamous character, and we had foon

ifon to fee the judice of this friendly caution,

though, according to the cuftom of the counr

/, we had fent our prefents, yet new demands
irere daily made, which we for fome time

Wght i^ advifablo to fatiafy; but they wer^
fa
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fo frequently, and at length fo itifolently repeat

ed, that we were obliged to give a peremptor
refufal.

Avarice is as much an eaftern vice, as hofpi]

tality is an eaftern virtue. The moft fordid in]

fiances of the former we found among the great

and thofe in public employments, while we ex)

perienccd extraordinary inftances of generofuJ

in private life. We would, therefore, be caul

tious of charging to the charader of a people!

what the government feems to require j for)

amidft the uninterrupted feries of fliamelefs vef

nality, which regulates the difcharge of ever

public duty, from the prime vizier downwardsl

and which, in the true fpirit of defpotifm, ftopi

only at the wretch who is too low to make re]

prifals, every fubaltern in power muft fubmit tQ

that portion of the common proftitution whicli

belongs to his rank, and which therefore leenij

rather the vice of the ofEce than the man.
The valley of Bocat, in which Balbec is fitu^

ated, might be rendered one of the richeft and

moft beautiful fpots in Syria ; for it is morefertila

than the celebrated vale of Damafcus, and bettej

watered than the rich plains of Efdraelon and

Rama. Ih its prefent neglefted ftate it produced

corn, and fome good grapes ; but though ihade i|

an eflential article of oriental luxury, it has bufl

few plantations of trees, the inhabitants being

difcouraged from labours, which promife fuch

diftant and precarious enjoyment, in a countrjl

where even the fruits of their induftry are uncer-j

tain.

The plain extend? In length from Balbec alj

nioft to the fea, and its breadth from Libanus tq

Anti-Libanus, appears to be in few places led

' a thac
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tw6 teguds, or rhdtt lh»n foiit". Th^ ri-

ers by whfeh it is watered fire the Lltane aiYd

Itte Bardduni : the firft rifes frorti Anti-LibaniY&»

I
little ttt'l'he faoith of Bklb^, atid receives great

[ittcffcafe iffbrri fi fine fprittg clofe by the city

walls J
the 'laft rifes froth thte foot of Lib^ntife,

|tnd joins the Letane iti the p\ii)i\, about an hour

Ifrom a village called BariUas^ Thefe (Ire^na^,

Lgmented by feveral cdnftant rills from ttfe

Imelting fnows of Libanus/ which the l6aft riia-

loagement might inlprbve to all the piirpoK^s

(either of agriculture or pli'afurfe, form theCafi-

|iDiah> atld under that name enter the Tea near

[tyre.

Balbec is pleafantly fituated upon a ri/ing

bround lie^r thie north eaft extretnity of this plain,

[bfttween Tripoly of Syria and Damafcus, and
ibout iixteen hours dtfiiant from each. We may
nth certainty conclude, that this was the Helib-

IpoUs of Coelofyria, fometimes called the Helibpd*

||is of Phoenicia. It hai now about five thotifancl

linhabitants, a few of which are Greek and ManW
Inite Chrillians, and there are fomb Jews; bat
bey are all poor, without trade or^manufa^dres,

Ithe ancient female beauty and profligacy of thie

|wotlien lA this neighbourhood feem to have dieJ-

lined together, and the mbdern ladies of Balb^
^ave the character of being more chafie and lefs

lir. ^

When we compare the ruins of Balbec ^ith
^(ifeof many ancient cities we have vifited ih

Ireece, Egypt, and other parts of Afia, we can-

jiiot help thinking them the reniains of the bold'

id plati that appears tp l^aVd beeh ever stt^i^tcd
archite(^ure, -

Vot.XIII. T la
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I

In taking a view of this city from tbe fout

we fee the prefeot town encompalTed with it

wall^ and at the eaft end the moft conliderabl

fuins of the ancient Heliopolis, particularly tl

remains ofits magnificent temp)e> which are mof
ly furrounded by a Turkiih fortification.

The portico which formed the grand front

the temple is fo noble, that no ornaments feer^

\Vanting to render it complete -, but it is disfigur

ed by two Turkiih towers built on its ruins. Be

bind it a hexagonal court, into which the portic]

Jeads, is adorned with the mod magnificeti

buildingSi now in ruins ; but enough is flill lef

to give an idea of their ancient grandeur. Thl

walls are adorned with pilaAers of the Corinthi]

an order, with flatues for niches ^ the doors arJ

finely ornamented, and the. entablature, whiJ
furrounds the building above the pilaHers, is rich]

ly adorned with feftoons : but the colonade whicl

furrounded thefe edifices is deftroyed, fcarcelj

;any thing remaining but the pedeilals ; and thd

whole court is covered with broken columns, ca]

pitals, and other parts of the buildipgs.

This leads into a quadrangular court, in whicii

are likewife remains of magnificent edifices much

in the fame tafte. The portico was crowned witl

an attic courfe, which was alfo carried througii

ithe two courts, and feetns to have been orna[nent<{

ed with flatues.

We now come to the great temple, the apJ

proach to which was through the foregoing por«^

tico and courts. Little more of this edifice re^

.m^ins than niQ.e. lofty columns fupporting their

jcn^lature. It i^ remarkable, that the fhafts ol

tkcU coluBXQft coniiil of three pieces moft exad<|

In
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f
joined together without cement, which is ufsd

no part of thefe buildings ', they being only

engthened with iron pins received into a focket

forked in each (lone. Moft of the bafes have

irofuch fockets, one fquare and another circu-

|jr,
correfponding to two others, of the fame

Jape and dimenfions, in the under part of the

liaft. On meafuring fome of the largefl of thofe

liat were circular, it was found that the iron pin

^bich they received muft have been a foot long,

ad above a foot in diameter. By the fockets in

the fallen fragments of this temple, it appears

]t each ilone had probal^ly been faflened in this

jnner. How much this method contributed to

lie ftrength of the building is remarkably feen

the moil entire temple, where a column ha$

Jlen againll the wall of the cdl with fuch vio-

ice, as to beat in the ilone it fell againll, and
reak part of the fhaft, while the joinings of the

le iiiaft have not been in the lead opened by
kefhock.

The temple which is moft perfed, is irregular-

placed with refped to the former, and is alfo

Bilt upon a much lower horizontal plan. It was
beriftyle of eight columns in front, and fifteen

pflank> which liill continue to fupport their en«

plature, notwithdanding feverai unfuccefstiil

tempts of the Turks to deftroy them, in order

I get at the iron employed in Hrengthening this

loble building. The arch of the portico is di-

|ided into compartments by the richeft mouldings
nd carved work, cut in the folid ftone. Thei^
[impartments are in an alternate fucceflion of

hexagon and four rhomboids, incloiing fi-

ires and heads in alto relievo. The rhomboid,
iniiels contain heads of gods> heroes, and empe*

T a I rors;
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rpra v th« hexagons alfo contain the Keadjs of tk
faQ9.e fubje^ts^ and fometiDoes entire figures relat)

i^g to the ancient mythology, as Leda and the

fwan, GanynQcde riding on the baek of an eagle]

a half length, of Diana, ^q. Qn the infide o]

this temple a row of fluted Corinthian column]

reach to the top of the building, fupporting

rich entablature. Between each column is

jni.che finely ornamented, and above each niche:

tabernacle or opening anfwering to it, fupportc

by fmall columns. The roof is fallen down, aofj

Ciht of the ruins of the entablature grow manj

At fome diftance to the weft of tbefe {\mxi

remains of antiquity, is a magnificent circula

temple. The order of this ftru^ur?e without i^

Coi^inthian, and within both Gorifithian and lo

nic : but t^e ihafts of all the columiis are of or

piecev The lower or Ionic ftory is converted inj

tq a GreeH church, and for that purpolb is fepa]

rated from the higher or Corinthian itory. Turk]

iih boufes and. otln^r modern additions ere6t€(|

againft it, de^roy its fymmetry.
On the fouth-weft part of the cityj. where iU

•walls inclofe a fmall part of the foot of Anti-Lij

ban us, is a fingle Doric column, of con/iderablJ

height ; but nothing in its fize, proportions, oj

w.orkmanihip, is fo remarkable as a little bafoif

on the top off its capital, which has a communicaj

tiqn with a femifcircular channel cut longitudij

mllydovyi? the. fide of the fhaft, and five or fii

inches deep. It- is faid that water was formerW

conveyed from the bafon by this channel j buj

how the bafpi)'. was fupplied, our author cot

notlearu. -
-

.

Th« fmall, part' of the city at prefect inhabitd



food's journbt. 200

J near the circulat temple, and to the foiith and

|f«ath-weft of it. In this compafs there are feve*

minarets, or Turkifh fleeples. Inftead of bells,

rbich are not ufed in Turkey, a perfon is employ-

to call the people to prayers, from the balcony

ear the top of the minaret, at the five flated times

Lointed every twenty-four hours for divine wor-

hip.

The city walls, like thofe of moft of the other

icient cities of Alia, feem the confufed patch-

ork of different ages. The pieces of capitals,

iroken entablatures, and in fome places reverfed

reek infcriptions, to be feen in furveying them>

ew that their laft repairs were made after the

Iccline of tafte, with fuch materials as lay neareft

it hand. The city gates in jgeneral correfpond

ith what has been faid of the walls j but that

the north fide prefents the ruind of a large fu-

flement, with pedeftals and bafes for four co-

Inmns, in a tafte of .magnificence and antiquity

uch fuperior to that of the other gates.

Near the city walls is a quarry of free-ftone,

orn which probably the immenfe (tones employ-
id in the fubaflement of the great temple were
ken, while the more ornamented parts of thofe

'

uildings were fupplied from a quarry of coarfe
'

hite marble weft of the city, and at a greater!

Ilftance. In the firft quarry there are llill re-

aining fome vaft ftones cut ijmd (haped for ufe,

ne of thefe ftones, thus Ih'aped, but not entirely'

etached from the quarry at the bottom, we found •

!o be feventy feet long, fourteen broad, and four-

een feet five inches deep. This ftone; according to

hefe dimenfion», contains fourteen thoUfand one
'

undi-cland twenty-eight c^abic feet, and, were
I Portland ftone, fhould weigh about two miUi*^

i T.3 oil
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ayoir^qpoife, or ^bout one tboufai^d poe buncix<

apd tj)ijity-f}ye ton»»

Thjp; inhabUapts of this country, both Maho-
n^etaPfs Jqw^i and ChriHians, all confidently be.

lievetiiat Soloipoiv built both Palmyra and Bal

J

bee. Indeed} the ruins of both anfwer our ideai

of his power and riches, and it is no!^ difficult to

difcover his wifdonr^ in the former, and his love

of plc^fure in tb^ lat|:or» It is prp^able that his

ch^raflter, s^s a wife apd yet voluptuous prince,

iq^y h^y^ givep rife tp an opinion, which, with

refpe^ taBalbep at lead, feqms to have faarcely

any oth^lT; foundation 5 for any eaflern monarch
c^jil^ nPt enjoy his favourite plcafure& in a more

In^pn^ipus retir^m?D(><than amidd the dreams and

il|94?s„of Ba)bec< Many dories are there told of

thp manner in which h^ fpent his hours of dalli-

ance in this retrieat: a fult^e^ on which the warm
imagination of the Arabs is apt to be too particu*

lar. '
-; :'

.Whether the Fhfjepicians did not ere6: thefc

ten^pl^s in the neighbourhood of their capital/

may be a mcwre reafonable enquiry : for it is pret-

ty, cier^ain, that the fun was worftipped here in

the^puridiing times of that people, when thisi

pl^n was probably a part of their territory.

According to Macrobius, the city derived both

itp^iiame and worship from HeUopolis in Egypt;

an^^h? Qhrerves, ^h^t the fvatue of HeUopolitan

Jftyp was brought frc«n thence to this city,, " Thij

diymjty, h^ obferyea, was bothJupiter and the|

S^n* Thisj he, adds appears by, tl>e rite* of the

vfprihlps, andby tl»e aWdhutes of the ftatwe> whichi

isi.c^'gpld* repr^ent*»jg ^ (perfop without:a beard,

'

tv^P:l¥il*jift.hkrigJit^han4 a^^^^

I!

,

'

*, X rioteer.
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Ifiotfler) and in hh left a thunderbolt^ together

Ljth ears of corn, aU which mark the united

ipower^of Jupiter and Apollo; and the temple

(cels in divination."

9ut inftead of looking for buildings of the Co-
Ifinthian and, Ionic order in the Jewiih and Phce-

Ijiciao.hittory,, it may be thought more proper to

jt^quire for them during the time wheathe Greeks

LiJefled this country : but from Alexander's con*

Left of it to that of Pompey, we do not find them
Mentioned 3 for, which reafon yre conclude, that

jt^^y muiii be works of a latex date y and, indeed,

Ijohn of Antioch, furnamed Malala, fays, that.

Ij^lius Antoninus Pius built a temple to Jupiter,

iflt Heljopolis, near Libanus, in Phcenicia, which
Ifas one of the wonders of the world. This is

Itheonly hiitorian who mentions the building of

|{ temple in. this city.

It is certain that the ftrudure of the temples of
IPalmyra and Balbec differs in fome particulars

Ifrora that,of all others we have feen, and we ima-
Igined we could difcover in many of the devia-

Itjons from the true obje6t of worfliip, fomething

fn the climate, foil, or fituation of each country,

rhich had a confiderable influence in eAabliihing

jits particular mode of fuperdition.

If this obfervation be applied to the country

|flcd rejigiou of Syria, and we examine the wori-

lipof the fun, moon, and ftars, called in Scrip-

tmt Ba^lj.Aftaroth, and the Hoft of Heaven, we
^all perhaps not only, fee.how that early fuperfti-

tioa, ^hich miAed the. inhabitants of a level

country^ was naturally producodj but. we.may-
ibferve; foQQtething of ' its. origin and progrefs re-r.

frltipig from: a conne^lion between tliofe: objefta l

fi worihin coniidcredpbyfMJally, >8i\d>their.cha,-

.

raderi
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racers as divinities, 'thus the magnificence withl
which the fun was worlhipped in Syna and ChalJ
dea, the name of Baal^ which in the eadern Ian*

guage Signifies Lord, and the human victims fa<

criiiced to his honour, feem to point out an aw-
ful reverence paid rather to his power than his

benignity, in a country where the violence of his

heat is not only in many refpe6ts troublefome to

the inhabitants, but deftrildive to vegetatlon.|

On the other hand, the deification of the infe-

rior gods of the firmament feems to have taken I

its rife from different principles, in which love

appears to have been more predominant than fear.

The extenfive plains and unclouded iky not

{

only point this out ; but it appears that the in-

habitants way of life, which is as uniform as I

their foil or their climate, has contributed to di-

re6t their attention to thefe heavenly bodies. It|

was always a cuflom '•vith them to pafs the fum-

noer nights on the tops of their houles, which for
j

this purpofe were made fiat, and divided from

each other by walls. This way of fleeping wo.

found extremely agreeable, as we by that means

enjoyed the cool air above the reach of gnats and

vapours, with no other covering but the canopy

of heaven, which in different pleaiing forms un-

avoidably prefents itfelf, vipon every interruption

of reft, when the mind is Itrongly difpofed to

contemplation by folitude and (ilence.

We could no where difcover more beauties in

the face of the heavens, nor fewer on the earth,

than in our travels iti the night through the de-

fbrts of Arabia, where it is impofiible to avoid I

being ftruck with the contraft, in which a bound-

Itfs dreary Wafte, without mountain or valley,

tree or wa€eF> or the leait variety of colours^ of-

I . ^

.

. fers
I
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\fM a tedioui famenefs to tbe weary traveller,

Uiik )ie is agreeably relieved by beholding that

l^eerful moviog pidure which meafures his timCt

wt&s his courie, and lights his way. The warm
Ifancy of the Arab foon felt the tranfition from

[wild admiration to faperilitlous refped, and the

Ipaliions were engaged before the judgment was
Iconfulted. Hence the Jews frequently caught

Itbe bewitching enthuiiafm; and an ancient pious

hative of the country feems to acknowledge the

Idanger of contemplating fuch beauties^ while he
Idifowns his having yielded to tbe temptation

:

« * If I beheld the fun when he Ihined, or the

noon walking in her brightnefs, and my heart

bath been fecretly enticed^ or my mouth hath

Ikifled my hand, this were an iniquity," &c.
Even Kgypt had fome obje6ts of divine wor-

Ijhip, fo peculiarly the growth of that country,

that they could never be tranfplanted. As fu-

perilition travelled from thence northward, ihe

changed her garb, and from the pi6turerque mix*
ture of the hills, vales, groves, and water in

Greece, arofe the Orades, Dryades, and Naiades,

with all the varieties of that fanciful raythyolo-

gy, which none but fuch a poet as Homer, in

fuch a country as Greece, could have conne6ted

into that form which has ever lince been adopted

I

by the poets.

It has already been obferved that we were
lobliged to refill the exactions of the Emir, when
Ihe found all his art and villainy exhaufled to ca-

jole us, he openly declared, that we ihould be
attacked and cut to pieces in our way from Bal-

bec. However, finding his menaces ioeffeftual.

Job xxxi. 26.

and
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and thai: we were preparing to fet ont with]
twenty armed fervantSi he once more afTeded ci-l

ility, and deHred that we might interchange

prefents and part friends, requeuing we would
accept his people as a guard as far as Monnt LiJ
banus. To this we affented j and foon after it{

appeared, that he was afTaflinated by an emiifary

of his rebellious brother, who aiTumed the reins'

of government in his Head.
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TRAVELS IN
»

ARABIA
AND OTHER

ORIENTAL COUNTRIE&>

fERFORMED EY

M. NIEBUHR,
OFFICER OF ENGINEERS, IN THE SERVICE Of

HIS DANISH MAJtSTy.

'CT-

NIEBUHR and five other gentlemen, all

men of fcience and erudition,werefele6ted

[y the iCing of Denmark, and fent, athis majefty's

ipence, to explore the various curiofities of

kvpt, which prefent an inexhauftible fund for

bfervation and enquiry j but more particularly

linveftigate the local and political ftateof Ara-
L a country not frequently vifited by Europe-
DS.

TRAVELS! They firft proceeded to Egypt, and from thene^

pfted their courfe to Arabia. By the pernicious

Ifluence of the climate and fatigue, two of the

jirty were deprived of life, and the health of thp

rvivors was much impaired. This induced
[em to embrace the opportunity of failing in

jip bound for Bombay, where only M. Niebuhr
another Ured tQ arrive; and foon after our

author
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author was left alone. After the melancholy jof

of his affociates, he remained in India no \oncrA

than he could find a proper conteyanCe to Euro^'c]

with the colle^ion of curioiities which was lei

in his hands. Such is the outline of thefe exteni

live travels.

They embarked at Copenhagen on the 4th o|

January 176] ^ on board a ihip of war, which wa
to carry them to Smyrna, and on the 7th of tha

month failed out of the road. The commence
ment of their voyage was imminently unpropij

tious. After ftruggling with adverfe winds fo

ten days, and defpairing to gain any port in Nor
Ivay, they determined to return to Eifineur.

On the 26th of January, they again proceeded

from that port, and pafied the Categat, with

favourable wind ; but the dorms and adverfe gale

obliged them a fecond time to feek the fame hai

bour ', and in thirty hours they were carried bacj

as far ad they had advanced in fifteen days. Her

]^. Von Haven, one of the party, was fo overcomj

with the fatigues he had undergone, that he re

quefted and obtained permilHon to travel ove

land to Marfeilles, where the fhip was to touch]

On the 19th of February, they failed out of tl

road of Eliineur a third time ; but had fcarcelj

palTed the Scaggen, when a violent wind force

them back; and fortunate it was, that they ha|

fo eafy an opportunity of efcf.ping danger j fof

fuch a dreadful ftorm foon arol'e after their retur

that it was with difficulty they could prefervj

the (hip in the harbour.

Thvis fortune feemed to be againA their pr

gr^fs at the very outfet i and gave them warninl

of the untimely death to which they Were abo(

f devo(e tbemrelves. It was nor tiU the 10th

Marc
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Ifarcb, Aat they left Ellineur for the laft time.

The wind at firft was brilk, and they made a ra-

pid advance. In the northern latitudes M. Forf-

jcall* made forae oblervations on the phofphoric

light, which the fea had been remarked to exhi-

bit ; and found it to arife from numerous minute

I

infects of the Medufa genus.

In the beginning of April, they had charming
weather, and on the 21ft of that month arrived

in fight of Cape St. Vincent, and viewed with ad-

jiniration and delight the rich and fimiling land«

fcapes on the coaft of Africa, and the foutherh

ihores of Europe, which their fancy contrafted

with the bleak mountains of the norths they had
|fo lately left.

They caft anchor at the ancient city of Mar-
feilles on the 14th of May, and found the har-

bour full of ihips that were afraid to venture out,

on account of the Englilli fleet under Admiral
Saunders.

Here they were joined by M. Von Haven, and

I

after viewing the curiofities of Marferlles^ they
ifet fail with three Daniih ihips, which they took
! under convoy, on the 3d of June; and in eleven

[days caft anchor at Valetta, in the Ifle of Malta.

Valetta has a fine appearance, when viewed
[from the harbour. The lioufes with terraces on
their tops, and built againft Ih^rp-pointed rocks,

[have quite an oriental afpedt:.-

Of the public buildings, the moft fuperb is the

[church of St. John of Jerufalem, which is endow-
ed with a coniiderable revenue, and has been en-

* This amiable and intelligent man never Uyed to return;

|i>(it his obfcrvatlons in this voyage, though they did not receive

IKis laft touches, endear hi« aiemory to the lovers of jMtuyalhi*

tory.

Voi.Xm. V Tiqhcd
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riched with a great number of valuable ctiriofi:^

ti^s, particularly a luftre with a chain of purJ
gold, worth five hundred thoufand crowns. Thel
riches of this church indeed are faid to exceed!
thofe of the Kaaba at Mecca^ and the Tomb of|

Mahomet at Medina.
The whole ifle is one vafl: rock, covered with al

.very thin layer of vegetable earth. This rockl

is calcareous, and the ftones are fo foft, whenl
firfl taken out of the quarry, that they may
be cut almoft like wood. From this circumftancej

a part of the fortifications of the city have beeaj

hewn out of the natural rock.

Malta produces excellent fruits, notwithftandJ

ing the natural fterility of its foil ; and as the in-l

habitants have the happinefs to live under a mildl

government, they cultivate every fpot to the xit-|

jnoft.

Near the city are fome very remarkable cata-l

combs, or rather fubterraneous dwellings, formedl

in the rock. They are fo extenfive, that it hasl

been found advifable to bbck up the entrance,]

left curious people fliould lofe themfelves in trac-

ing tHeir labyrinths.

On the 20th of June, they left Malta, and on|

the 13th of the fame month, reached the Illeof

Tenedos, where they found the interpreter of the

Danifh ambaflador at the Porte, who brought or^

ders for them to quit the iliip, and proceed inj

a fmall bark to Conftantinople. At this iflan^

they were vifited by a Turk of fome diftin6tionJ

ivho fo far forgot the precepts 6f the AlcoranJ

that he feemed to be a devotee of Bacchus.

They arrived at Conftantinople on the aoth o(|

July, and immecVatelf repaired to the ambaifa-
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liar's hpufe at Pera> who received and lo(}ged

jijem with great friendftiip.

Being in hafte to reach Egypt, they made but a
jhort flay at Conftantinople, on which, however^

I

)A. Niebuhr made fome judicious remarks.
Including the fuburbs, it is confiderably infc-

liior in extent to London or Parisj but it appears

larger than it really is, from the houfes riling on
the fides of the hills, inform of an amphitheatre.

It is perhaps difficult to fix the population with
any degree of accuracy. Travellers in general

err in their calculations refpe6ting cities of the

eaft, which they eflimate from their compara-
tive extent with thofe of Europe. Whereas in

Afia, the buildings are low find furnifhed with
courts, which occupy more fpace, while the in-

habitants are fewer in number.
The flreets ofConftantinople are full ofartizans^

who ply their refpe6tive trades in the open air.

Thoufands of workmen come in the morning,
purfue their labour in the flreets all day, and re-

turn to their houfes in the country at night.

This gives an appearance of a numerous popula-

tion, without the reality.

The harbour of Conftantinople is the finefl in

the world, and is always full of veflfels. The
medley of fuperb mofques and palaces, gardens

and trees, which the city difplays, are captivat-

ing to a ftranger. But within, the ftreets arc

narrow, dirty and irregular, and every thing lef-

fens the efFe6t which the fplendid appearance at

t diftance produces. Of the palaces nothing is

to be feen, but the high walls that furround
them.

The feraglio of the grand feignior is a vaft,

I

but an irregular edifice; butt)ur author was no^

U 2 permitted
r
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permitted to apptqach farther than the outet
court. The whole city is plentifully fup|>lie(|

with water from three bents or refervoirs, iituatJ

cd at the diftance of three German leagues^ and
I

conveyed from thence by aquedu^s, conllru^e4

Vrtth immenfe labour and expence.

This capital of a great empire has but (lender

fortifications : even the celebrated caflles of the

Dardanelles feem incapable of a long defence,

againft a refolute enemy. But Ck)nfiantiiiopl6

would foon liill of itfeii*, if care were only taken

to intercept the provi (ions it receives by, water,]

particularly from the Archipelago.

The city of Gallata, oppoilte to Co^iilantino-

pie, is extrenaely populous. All the European
traders, and many of the eaiiern Cbriftians> live

there. Perais a fuburb to Gallata, and in it the

aaibaiTadors from the ChriHian powers have fixed

their refidence

The Greeks, have twenty-three churel>es la

Cooftantinople> and the Ari6enian three. ACa-
thoUcr. clergyman refides. ^t Pera^ on whom the

pope confers the pompous title of arch-bilhop,

and places him at the head of a number of ima*

ginary diocefans. By the laws, no Grange left

is fu^ered to build houfes of prayer in the capi-

tal ; yet feveral are connived at by government.

As foqn as M. Niebuhr, who had been in-

diipofed, was fufficiently recovered to traveU

they fet out for Alexandria^ being furnifhed with

proper paflports and letters of introdu^ion ; and

to facilitate their reception among the natives*

they aiTumed the Turkiih drefs.

On the 21ft of September, they entered the

harbour of Rhodes, where they found the Cap-

tj^in Pacha and foine fhips of war. This citym
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m\ contains a number of noble old buildings^

Ifome of which are decorated with the armorial

Ibearings of the moil ancient families in Europe,

Iwho refided here when the ifland was in the pof-

Ifeifion of the knights of St. John. The fortifi-

Ications are ilill ilrong, and the Turks deem them
liropregnable.

Here our travellers had the curiofity to dine,

Ifor the iirft time, at a Turkifh inn. Dinner was
fcrved up in the open ftreet, on a large ilone

feat, proje6ling from the kitchen wall. Ihe
veiTels were coarfe, ill-fafhioned earthen ware,

and they had neither knives nor forks ; but the
jdinner was excellent^ though charged high.

In this ifland they witnefled the arbitrary

imanner in which the Greek Chriftians are treat-

led. While on a viiit to the biihop, in a village

liifar the city, fome Turkifh muficians made
Itbeir appearance, and infifled on entertaining the

bood prelate with mufic, which he had no with
Ito hear. However, though he refufed the in-

;

[tended concert, he was obliged to pay the muii-
^

Icians; nor did they then retire without infulting •

hanguage, to which he was likewife forced to ^

Ifttbmit.

On the 22d they departed from Rhodes in a
Purkitli veifel, and had an opportunity of re-

larking the extreme ignorance of the captain

ind crew, in every thing relative to navigation,

fhey had compaifes indeed, but they did not
^now how to uie them, and held their courfe for

[Alexandria by chance.

The captain, his fecretary, and pilots fpoke to-

lerable Italian. The fecretary had vifited Italy

and Vienna, and feemed to have a very con-

^^ptible idea of Chriftians 5 for wheo the aui^.

. ; U3 Ihcnticity

1
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tbenticity of their religion was urged, he rofeiti

a fury, and exclaimed, *' They who believe in

any other divinity but Grod alone^ are oxen and
affes/'

This zealous fecretary was likewife iman of|

the fliip, and confequently dire^d the crew ia

their prayers. One effential part of his form

was, when repeating Allah Akbar, God is great,

to put his tliqmhs behind his ears to mark the!

perfect abftradion of his mind from all worldly
|

cares, and the elevation of his foul to heaven.

. The veflel was very full of paiTengers. In a

cabin: above our travellers apartment, were feme

Turkidi girls, who had been educated ia the beft

%le of the country, and were deftincd for the

haram of fotne grandee. Thofe females, byj

degrees, began to grow familiar, uod t© exprefs

themfelves by iigns, for they had. no common
language to converfe in; but it was afterwards

j

found, that the moil trifling attention was dan«

gerous ; and our author fays^ it might have in-

volved them in ferious trouble j and remarks how I

dangerous it is for (Iringers to make the flighted

acquaintance with Turkifh women.
During the voyage, eight of the crew died ra-

ther fuddenly, which fpread fome alarm left

the plague fhould be among them; but the Da*

niih phyiician, who vifited feveral of themi

found no fymptoms of peflilential infedion.

On the evening of the 26th of September, they

caflf anchor at Alexandria. This city ftands on

a narrow iilhmus, between a peninfula and the

wallsyof the ancient city, dividing the two har-

boursk Though diycfled tof its ancient fplendor,

yet the remains of the magnificent buildings^
|

wiiich it once, pofiefled^. palacei^, temples,, andj

'\~.i,u*mk. ''•.-. moique?,
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gofquos^ with a pleafant intermixture of palni«^

trees, give it an afpe6t of beauty and dignity^

when viewed from the harbour.

The antiquities and remains of the ancient city

have been defcribed by fo many travellers, that

we deem repetition unneceflary*. The obeliik of
Cleopatra and the pillar of Pompey are fupcrl>'

jDdnuments of its former grandeur, which have
probably owed their prefervation to their mafly

^26, and the durability of their materials.

Our travellers vilited the catacombs; and
though the Turks have abfolutely forbidden thd
exportation of dead bodies or mummies, they

bad the good fortune to be able to convey one of

the latter on board an Italian veiTel ', but the Ita«'

lian failors, difcovering what they had got on
board, with a charaderiftic fuperllition, threa-

tened the captain wit]\ delertion/ if he did not
return that pagan carcafe, which they were fure

would bring fome mifchief on them } and to re«

move their fears^ he was obliged to comply.

M. Niebuhr fays, that their excuri^ons and
ourioiity were not only reprcffed by the maratid-

ing Arabs, who are continually hovering about

Alexandria ; but that the ignorance and fuperfli-

tion of the Turks alfo impofed reilraints on them.

Their meafuring apparatus was viewed with pe-

ottliar fear and miliruft. A Turkifh merchant ob-
iervingourauthor dire6t hisinflrument towards the

dty, hddthecurioiity to look in the glafs ; and ob-

ibrving with fufpriferthat a tower appeared in-

verted, fprcad a report, that the ftrangers ^ere
come to overturn the cijfcy. Similar in^ances oc-

curred in other parts of £gypt> of the f«at excxt-

* Set Pecdcke*^ and Nordeni's Travels ii^ Egypt.

€d
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cd by viewing houfes through theglafs, turDff
upiide down. An honed peafanr, who had at-

tended their operations for fome time, was fo

terrified at feeing his native village inverted,

that he requefted a refpite of a few minutes, till

he could refcue his wife and cow from tlie de-

ftruftion which feemed impending.
Our travellers wilhed to proceed to Rofetta by

land 5 but the country was fo infefted by the

wandering Arabs, that this defign was laid afide

03 impra(5ticable j and they went by water. Ro-
fetta^ or Rafchid, is a confiderable city, and ftandg

on an' eminence which commands a charming
profpe6t of the Nile and the Delta. Here feve*

ral European confuls and merchants refide. la

this vicinity are fuppofed to lie the ruins of the

ancient Canopus ; and it appears certain that, in

former ages, a branch of the Nile, now choked

up, pafled by the fite. •

• After a Ihort ftay at Rofetta, they embarked
for Cairo, and found the navigation of the Nile

very pleafant at that delightful feafon of the

year. The inhabitants on the banks of this noble

river, are moft expert fwimmersj but this facili-

tates their piratical practices, and often fave«

them from the punifhment due to their crimes.

The Turks relate an inftance of uncommon bold-

nefs and addrefs in one of thofe robbers, who
had been feized, and was brought before the pa-

cha. That officer threatened him with indant

death, when the villain only aiked permiffion to

exhibit one of his tricks, faying, that he hoped his

dexterity would procure his pardon. Then col-

leding his valuables, and tying them up in a

bundle, he began to play with it ; and while his

i;uards were inanxious expectationof feeing fome-

thing

i
If
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tiling farther, be put it on his head^inflantly

plunged into the Nile—^and before the Turk*
could recover from their furprifei was fafe on the

oppoiite bank.

They arrived at Bulak, which 0097 $0 confi-

(|ered as the port of Cairo, on the 10th of No-
|vember» and after inveHigating the antiquities

in the vicinity^ and taking a careful view of tho

natural and artificial productions of the country,

1

00 the Ifl of May, 17^'^ they fet out for Dami-
etta, which they reached in four days. Thia
Icity is very advantageouily (ituated for theSyri«

I

an commerce : yet no Chriftian merchant refidet

here. Formerly, indeed, a French conful and
merchants lived at Daniietta 3 but making too

free with the females, the inhabitants rofe and
maiTacred them all. It is faid that the, people of
tbistown have a particular averlion to theChrif-
tians^ which probably havo fubiided fince the
time of the crufades. Having viewed the city,

(hey proceeded to one of the mouths of the Nile^

called Boghas, which was formerly defended by
afort, till the garrifon was frightened away by
iretend^d apparitions. This kind of fuperfiition

is not very general among the muiTulmansf the

id«a of ghotls is unknown in Arabia.

6xi the 11}th of May, they failed with a* fair

wind to Bulak, where they arrived in three days^

Bulaky. which uB(|ue(lionably was the Latopoli»

of antiquity,, is a eonfiderabie town* and form*

I

the port of Cairo. All goods from Damiett^ and
Boietta, and all exports from Egypt by the way
oi^ the Mediterranean^ f pafs. throu^ this places

I

Hence it has a fiour4ihiu0 tm^.^; and is* flored

kith all Jthe produ^ions^ of ypin^ii &g>ipl# kid)

lip in nagazioes.

At
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At Cairo, and indeed throughout Egypt, ih^
Chridians arc obliged to.fubmit to many morti-
fications, and to pay the mod degrading liomage
to the beys. Tn particular, neither Chriftiansnor

Jews mutt appear on horfeback in the cities,

bnt only on aires j and even from them they muft
alight, when they meet a Turkifh lord. M. Nie-
buhr fays, that an fingliih conful, however, al-

ways appeared on horfeback, but he dreffed in

the Mahometan ttyle; and by his hofpitality and
gcnerofity to the poor, had acquired an afcend-

ancy over the natives, who tolerated in him any

deviation from their ettabliflied cuttoms.

Neither agriculture nor the arts are in a flou-

rifhing ttate in Egypt ; and even commerce, for

want of various fubfidiary regulations, is not car-

ried on with that energy or advantage which
might be expected, in a country that forms the

chain of communication with fo many diftant

nations. SsfFron, rice, fal ammoniac, wax, and

fenna, are fome of the principal articles of native

export from Egypt. Its Imports are as various as

its wants are numerous ; which muft always be

the cafe, in a country where neither induftry nor

ingenuity meet with proportionate rewards.

There is little diverlity in the manners and

cuftoms of many of the Mahometan nations in

the caft. The drefs, in general, is adapted to the

climate and modes of life. As they are accuf-

tomed to Ik crofs-legged, their clothes are all

very loofe and wide.

The drefs of the Chriftians in the eaft is near-

ly the fame as that of the Turks, except that

they are prohibited the ufe of bright -coloured

ftuflTs and .
yellow ieather* European Chriftians,

however^ are indulged with yellow boots, ^and

the



VIEBVHr's TRAVEI.il. ^Vf
ibe ofe of any colour fave green, which, by ufage^

iH referved as the peculiar privilege of the faith-

ful.

A variety of modes of covering the head pre-

vails among the people of the end ; but this does

oot originate fo much from the caprice of faihion

as from the difcrimi nation it alTords of ranks and
offices. In fa6t, the head-drefs is the diHindive

mark of the nation, the condition, and the em-
ployment of the wearer, and even conditutes thft

livery of fervantsj each clafs of whom wear a

particular form of bonnec^ correiponding to the
nature of their butinefs.

All the women wear drawers, even where the

men do not ufe culottes. The veil, however, is

the raoft important piece of their drefs j and if

iiirprifed in a date of nudity, it has been found
that their chief care was to cover their face.

Such are the efte6ts of habit^ that the expofure of

the face is reckoned the greated indelicacy : even
female children of the lower ranks, who were
pinning about perfe6tly naked, and gazing on
our travellers, were not without their veils.

The amufements of the people of every coun-

try are charaderidic of their government and in-

ftitutions. Among the orientals, a tinge of me-
lancholy is perceptible. The want of fecial in-

tercourfe, the excluHon from the company of wo-
men, except the padive flaves of their pleafures,

render them filent and referved ; and this taci-

turnity is iiicreafed by the defpotifm of govern-

ment, and their inacquaintance with letters or

thfc fine arts.
^

^

In Europe the ladies give the tone to mannerf
and converfation ; and diffufe a foftened charm
over domedic enjoyments^ M^hich^ in countries

X ^ wher^
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where the influence of the fex is fcorncd, is un*
felt and unknown. In the eaft, indeed, the po^l

lifli of focial manners is changed for fomething
more mafculinc and auftere in appearance; but,

in fa6t, more puerile and infipid than cultivated

minds can well conceive. The gratification of

fenfe, or the indulgence of indolence, conftitutes

their blifs
j
yet they are not deftitute of aftivc

!

amufements, fuch as equedrian exercifes^ and the|

ufe of arms.

In Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, the favourite paf-

time of the rriddling ranks is to lounge incoffee-l

houfes, liftening to muiicians, fingers, and tale-

tellers, who frequent fuch places to pick up a|

living by theexercife of their refpe6tive arts. In

thofe receptacles for the accommodation of the]

idle, fmoking tobacco is' the univerfal cuftom,|

and the narcotic fumes of this herl> feem not ill-

adapted to allay the ferment of their heated

blood, and to divert the fpleen and languor which

hang about them, by fuperinducing a flight de-

1

gree of intoxication.

The Koran prohibits playing for money, and,!

for this reafon, the orientals feldom amufe them-

felves with any game of chance. However, ag

there are in all countries fome giddy and irreli-

gious perfons, who are little fwayed by precepts;

fo here there are fome who forget the injun^ion

of the prophet, and indulge their gambling pro^

penlity. But this is by no means general, and

the games which are ufnally played are chefj,

draughts, and tridrac, which are fuitable to a fc-

dentary life and a fpienetic humoui.
Among the Turks and Arabs, a m^n of rank

trould think it difgraceful to be a proficient ial

muik I nor do they appear to be ftnfible of the

divini
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jinnOharms of harmony. Their profeflcd mu-
liclans are little edeemed and ill rewarded ; con-

Ifequently an art defpifed by the great, cherifhed

[or admired by no connoifleurs, and unfitted to

[condud either to fame or fortune, cannot be fup^

[pofed to be carried to any degree of perfedion.

ket many have good natural voices, and ling

[their fongs of love with tafte and feeling. ,

As mufic is little cultivated or encouraged, fo

Idancing would entail indelible difgrace on a man
|of relpedability. The women, however, who
Ipra^tife no arts but fuch as are adapted to pleafe

[the fenfe, value themfelves on their excellence in

[this exercife, for the*amufement of their huf-

mnds^ and dancing girls are frequently called in

|to heighten the enjoyment of the feftive board,

lor to excite the dormant paflions of the volup-

Ituary. Notwithftanding the indecency of the

Idancing girls, the Mahometans regard the pro-

Imifcudus dancing of the fexes, as pra6tired in

lEurope, with horror, and fecm to think that no
erfons, of morals or education, can thus debafe

|themfelves. Hence the prudence is obvious, of
;gers accommodating themfelves to the man*

iners and opinions of the people among whom
Ithey live, or at lead of refraining from fuch prac-

|tices as excite their contempt or averfion.

Thoy have a fpecies of interludes, or plays, as

sbfiird in their fable and conllru6iion as can be
|\veii imagined. Puppet-fliows, however, are not
only frequently exhibited, but tolerably perform-

The puppets begin by paying compHments,.
juarrel by degrees, and terminate in fighting.

Jugglers difplay their tricks in all the more
public ftreets, and fome of them are dexterous

lough in their profeflion; but the voluntary

Vol. XUI. X con-
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contribution of the fpedtators, their only recoml
pence, is fo moderate, that they barely fubfift bj
their ingenuity.

Monkeys, dreffed up in the European tafte, bJ

way of ridicule, likewife contribute to the amuf©
ment of the populace. Thefe animals difcovel

extraordinary intelligence and docility, and ar

pear to be naturally fond of dancing. A. captaii

in the fervice of the Eaft India Company Inj

formed our author, that he had frequently orderl

ed his drums to beat in ruinous pagodas, wherl

monkeys were the fole inhabitants j and that a]

the found of the martial mufic, even the dams
with the young in their arms, left their holes

iind would join in a dance to the number of I'omj

hundreds.

Of all countries in the world, Egypt prefentl

to curious obfervation the greatelt number o|

monuments of remote antiquity. As the firf

dawn of learning appeared in this country, anc

.the inhabitants were potent, rich, and enlighten]

ed, it naturally led to leave fome traces of theii

exigence and profperous condition, which mighj

defcend to lateft pofterity. Three thoufaiid

years have elapfed fince even the memory of thj

founders of fome of the moll magnificent work]

in Egypt was loft; yet their labours ftill chal]

lenge comparifon with the moft capital perform]

ances of men, and exalt our opinion of thofe wh(|

could produce them.
Independent of the tafte and opulence of tl

undent Egyptians, feveral phyfical reafons hav(

contributed to the prefervation of their monuj

ments. The air is dry, and froft is unknown)

Wet and cold, therefore,, which w^afte away eve(

the moll foiid fabiicii of human conHrudic

M
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'0C here no influence. The foil too is prolific.

|to the mod durable materials for building. In

|lx)wcr Egypt calcareous ftones are found of a

5rous nature, of which no building, except the

pyramids, have been raifed ; but in Upper Egypt

|tbe mafles of granite are fo compact and hard, as

1(0 relift the agency of any influence either phyfi-

|(al or moral to deftroy them ; and of fuch mate-
the mod ftately ruins confill. The infcrip-

kions engraven on thofe blocks of granite are fo

deep, that they appear to have been originally

[intended for perpetuity j hence, if the key were
liiot loll that could explain them, we might be-

Icoine acquainted with perfons and trania6tions

[ifltecedent to any written memorials in the world.

Our author feems to think that the ingenuity

pfman may flill be able todecvpher fome of the

venerable hieroglyphics, wMrh are lo frequent in

igypt J but he mentions the riediments thrown
|tn the way of fuch as wifli r jpy or ftudy them
Bti the fpot, by the ignorant prejudices of the na-

|tiv€s. ,

Though the chief obje6t of our travellers voy-

lige was to vifit Arabia, various caufes detained

Ithem in Egypt for nearly a year. Chrillians are

[forbid to travel by land with the caravan that

jnnually fets out for Mecca, on account of the

Ipretended fan6tily of the pilgrims ; they are,

Ithcrefore, obliged to wait till the feafon when
Ithe Red Sea becomes navigable, and veflels fail

Ifrom Suez for Jidda.

While they were waiting with impatience for

[this favourable opportunity, they were very de-

Ifirous to employ their time to advantage, by vifit-

Kng Mount Sinai, or Jibel-el-Mokatteb, the cele-

jbrated hill of infcriptions. But this was imprac-

X 2 ticable>
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ticable, from the war that raged between the
Egyptians and a tribe of Arabs> in the environs

of Tor. At laft peace and fecurity were reftore

by conceffions to the Arabs> and as foon as the)

had nbtice of this agreeable events they prepared

to fet out.

Having furniibed themfelves with provifiong

and articles of furniture, they joined a caravai

on horfeback, except M. Niebuhr, who prefer-^

red a dromedary, and on the titforning of the 29th|

of Auguil fet out from Cairo, and foon reached|

Suez?

This city ftands near the weftern extremity of

the Arabic Gulph, and makes but an indifferent

£gure. It is thinly inhabited, and fo fleril is the

foil, that fcarcely a plant is to be feen in the vici-l

nity. Trees, gardens, meadows, and fields are herel

entirely unknown. Fifh rs very plentiful, and con-l

iiitutes the principal fupport of life. Not a finglel

fpring of water refreflies Suez. Ship building is|

the principal employment of the inhabitants 5 biitl

though their veflels are certainly very durable/!

they are clumfy and inelegant.

Mount Sinai lies at the diilance of fix days I

journey from this place. The governor was a

bey from Cairo, and placed her6 in an honour-

able kind of exile. Being anxious to be recalled!

to the capital, when he heard oi^i: travellers were]

going to vifit the unknown infcriptions in the de-

fert, he wiflied them to examine, if they contained I

any notice of his fate. They of courfc exculed

themfelves, as being ignorant of the fublimej

icience that unveils futurity.

As foon as they arrived at Suez, they fet about
|

procuring information relative to the written

mountain I but found the natives^ in geiieral, as I

' ignorant
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jgflorant as themfelves pf the route they were to

purfue^ At laft they dircovered a (lieik, who,

by his converfation, convinced them that he

knew fomething of the matter, and they engaged

him and two others j to be their condudors. M.
Baurenfiend, the painter^ attached to the expedi«

tion, being taken ill, was left at Suez* together

with MeflVs. Forikall and Cramer, 'vhile M. Von
Haven and our author purfued their journey to

Mount Sinai.

The firft day they travelled along the coaft of

the Arabic Gulph, through a fandy plain, and
reded under a palm tree, in a place called Mofes*

Fountains. Thefe are hve holes in the fand

which produce very indifferent water, and which
immediately becomes turbid, whenever any of it

is drawn.

The country through which they pafled is fa-

mous as the fcene of the emigration of the Jews
under Mofes; and they naturally wiflied to in-

form themfelves refpeding the names of places 5

but could only obtain vague and unfatlsfadory

replies to their queftions.

When they arrived at the abode of the princi*

pal iheik who conducted them, and who was
chief of the tribe of Leghat, they concluded, that

Mount Sinai could not be far off, and hoped that

they might foon reach it. While the ll'.eik was
jentertaining his friends, M. Niebuhr ranged over

feveral hills in the neighbourhood, and, by acci-

dent, came ^o a fequefiered fpot, where they

and the wiife and (ifter of their condu6tor in a
etched tent, bulily employed in grinding corn.

bey prefented him with a bit of gum, and did

ot refufe a fmall piece of money in return. At
little diilance the iheik's fon was tending fome

Xa ^oats^
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goats ; and tliough a child, behaved with more
civility and propriety thaft could have been ex-<

pe6ted from him towards a ftranger.

On the 12th of September, being determined

to proceed to Mount Sinai, they left the (heik's

abode at Beni Leghat. In a (hort time they en-

tered the famous Valley of FafaU, which has re-

tained its name unchanged iince the days ofj

Mbfes. It$ length is equal to a jonrney of a day j

and a half, extending from the foot of Sitiai to I

the Arabiaii Gulph. Part of it is' faid to be very

fertile j that which fell under the infp©6tion of^

our travellers, only afforded pafturage to goats,

camels, and affes. Some Arabs prefented them
I

with dates, and one of the iheik^g wives gave]

them fome eggs and a chicken.

They now began to afcend Mount Sinai, onJ

the fide of which Hands the convent of St. Ca-

tharine. This building is of hewn ftone and of

confiderable extent. The gate is always ihut,

except when the YAfiiop vifits theiw: at other

times both men and proVifioUs are drawn up by

a pulley. Before the convent is a garden planted]

with excellent fruit trees.

Without art introdu6tion from the bifhop/l

which they wet^ promifed, but did not receive,

they found it impoffible to gain admiffion. While]

thtty were tryiWg their intereft* Vjrith ihefe reli-

gious, a Crowd of Arabs gathered round themjl

and as the monkjj appeared dlftreffed, our travel-

lertj retired to fome diftahce arid encamped} and

as a recompetiCe for their difcretion, the monksj

foon fent them a bafket of fruU, which they]

found very' delicious in fuch^a pwclicd'fftuation.

tTndcr the guidUnOe of *'^©rfott, Whom the!

Arabs dignified Witli'thte'titk D#Sfeeik^of Mount!

,
'^"'-^-

; /. Sinai,!
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mm, they attempted to claitiber up to the fum-
mt of that mountain^ by a ilight of fteps cut out of

|the rock, faid to amount to three thoufandj but

after reaching a chapel dedicated to the bleiTed

Virgin, the guides maintained that they were at

thehighed acceilible peak of the mountain 5 and
jour travellers were obliged to return, after mak-
iog what obfervations circumftances would per-

Imit.

On the 16th of September,, they defcended
Ijibbel Mufa, and paifed the night at the open-

jDg of the Valley of Faran. In a defile they faw
fome rnfcriptions in unknown charaAers, coarfely

engraven in the rock, without order or regula-

|rity.

When they arrived at Suez, they found their

Icomp^ttlons much recovered, and paffed the gulpli

on their cattle, a little north of the ruins of Kol-
fum. This, perhaps, was the firft time that,ariy

Europeans had ever made this attempt ; and the
refult convinced them, that the water in this

galph is much influenced by the tides ; and that

the Red Sea^may be palTed on foot, by watching
proper opportunities. ' v

The infcriptions on the written mountain have

[

long amufed the fcriptural antiquaries ; and it

has been conjectured that they might tend to

I

elucidate fome part of facred writ. Several of
them have been copied by learned travellers

;

I

but, by degrees, the fanguiiie expectations whick
their exiflence awakened) vaniflied away. Our
author thinki ttat they are of little cbnfequence^

jat that they have been executed by travellers at
jdiffcriinf periods, who wiihed to record their

names and the dates of theif joUriiifesV Vvith otlVer

I

cifcumftances not nxore important. There ap-
'

V pears
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pears neither regularity nor deiign in any of

them, and luch as are hieroglyphicj are evidently!

of Egyptian origin, and appear defigned for le-{

pulchral monuments.
Soon ifter they returned from Mount Sinai,]

the great caravan from Cairo arrived. After the

arrival of the caravans, Suez feemed crowded with

population ; and as fuch an immenfe multitude]

could not long procure fubfidence in this barren]

fpot, our travellers haftened their voyage to Jid-

da. As feveral pilgrims were on board the ihipj

in which they took their paifage, they hired an

apartment for themfelves; but the veflel was fo!

crowded, and the failorsYo ignorant of the art of I

navigation, that they had little reafon to expe^
the voyage would be pleafant.

On the 10th of 06lober, they weighed, in com-

pany with three other fhipsj and, as they anchor-

ed every night, our travellers occaiionally in-

dulged their curiolity by landing.

They kept coafting along till they reached

Has Mahomet, as the Turks think themfelves loH

when they are out of light of land 3 and, from

their unlkilfulnefs, they have much reafon to

fear. Scarcely a feafon paifes but fome of their

Ihips are loft. Nor was (liipwreck the only dan-

ger our travellers had to apprehend : the apart*

ment immediately under them being occupied by

women, thefe thoughtlefs creatures had fet fire,

by fome means, to their linen, which was drying;

and, had not the crew been timeoufly alarmed by

their fcreams, the (hip would foon have been in

a blaze. For their carelelfnefs, they fuffered a

good beating ; but they werej at beft> noify and

iinpleafant neighbours.

Nothing
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Nothing remarkable prefented itfelf on the

Icoail by which they failed. The laft objeds that

Iterminated their view oh the iide of Egypt, were

|tbe celebrated emerald mountains, called by th^^

(Arabs, Jibbel Sumrud.
M. Forlkall had predided an eclipfe, which ac-

Icordingly happened on the 17th of 06tober. A-
iDOttg the Mahometans, a perfon who has facli

jdull in aftronomy, paffes for an univerfaV fcholar^

land efpecially, for a very Ikilfulphyfician. Thi»
loccfliioned M. Forlkall to be cbnfulted by fev^ral

paiTengers, who fancied themfelves to be ill, and'

Ifor whom he prefcribed fome iimple medicines ;

but at length, one of the pilgrims complaining

that he could not fee by night, no other remedy
Ifeemed proper, but to advife him to light a can-

Idle ; wliich, inftead of being confidered as a ban<
ter, gained him great credit, and itiade the Ma-
jliometani.very fond o£him.
When they approached the Ifle of Kaffani, the

ITurks. began to exprefs their joy at having ef-

Icaped the dangers of the paiTage, and at being fo

luear to the coaft of Arabia. Illuminations took

[place, and all was jollity and exultation. The
piiors coHeditd a dole from the paffengers, and
Ithen threw it into the fea.

In doubling a cape, they were in confiderable

Hanger, from the intoxication of their pilot, who,
Ipretending that he could not fee the hills and
lland-marks without his light being cleared

Iwith fome llrong liquor, had drank fo much
Ibrandy, that he lofi his light and his other fenfes

|togetber.

After Hopping a day in the harbour of Jambo^
Ithey continued their voyagej and, doubling Cape
IWardan^ auchored near a permanent fettlement

: of
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of Arabs, from whom they purchafcd a ftock of
proviiions.

Pilgrims, in their firft journey to Mecca, af.

fume the ihhram immediately after pafling Cape
Wardan, if the llate of their health will permit.

This is a piece of linen wrapped round the waift,

and a linen clothe in the form of a fcarf» thrown]
over the flioulders, the only covering they are al-

lowed to wear 3 and in this flate of nudity they I

remain till they havfc vifited the kaaba.

It may appear ftrange that Mahomet fhoiild

have enjoined the obfervance of fbipping^which
i J fc dangerous to the health of pilgrims ; but,

perhaps, he little imagined that his religion would
be propagated wherd warmer clothing^was requi-

iite to defend his followers from the cold. His

delign was^ doubtlefs^ to recommend humility and

iimplicity in drefs ; but fuperflition maintains lo-

cal cul^oms and inflitutions^ even after circum-l

fiances have fo changed as to make them coun-

teract their original purpofes. In a chilling clim-

ate, we fee people in the middle of winter repair I

to damp icy churches, becaufe the primitive

Chriftians, in the mild-church of Afia, aflemble

throughout the year^ in fuch buildings^ which|

Wtre there agreeable for theii" coolnefs.

On the 29th of Odober, they arrived in thel

harbour of Jidda. As money pays two and a half I

per cent, duty, our travellers, who had a confi-i

derable fum with them, becaufe bills of exchange

are here unknown, were anxious to efcape thisi

impoft ; a';d by concealing the greateft part on

their cafli in the bottom of theif medicine-chelij

bad the good fortune to fucceed.

They entered the city under ftrong apprphen*

iioDs of ill-treatment from the inhabitants ; butl

found
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I

found themfelves agreeably deceived. The peo-

ple of Jidda are accultomed to Chriftian mer-

chants in the European drefs; and our travellers

frequented the coftee-houfes and markets with-

out attra6ting any particular notice. They had
letters of recommendation to the pacha, and fomo
principal merchants j but one, which they had
received from a poor (hcik to the kiaja, or lieu-

tenant, was of more fervice than all the reft.

This iheik was a truly worthy man, devoid of

fuperftition, and a friend to the whole human
race. He had a tindure of fcience, and had fre-

quently vifited our travellers at Cairo, and aliift-

id them in acquiring the Arabic tongue j and
when he found that they were bound for this

place, had not only given them a recommenda-

tion to carry with them, but had announced their

coming by the laft caravan.

The kiaja, thus apprized oftheir vifit, received

them with great polilenels, and, by his intereft,

I they were provided with a houfe to lodge in. M.
iForlkall, who often vifited him, gave him a tafte

Ifor gardening and botany.

After a few days, they waited on the pacha,

who having fome knowledge ofaftronomy,willied

Ito fee their inftruments, which he thought pre-

ferable to thofc ufed in the eaft, and introduced

them to a learned Turk 5 but as they had no
Icommon language tp exprefs themfelves in, and
Itfee interpreters were unacquainted with the

Iternas of fcience, their coaverfation was fuperfi-

Icial and confined.

The news of the arrival ofa party ofEuropeans,
lamong whom was an aftronomcr, foon reached

iMccca. The brother of the reigning fheriflfie

|wa$^ at that ilaxe, adv^nciDg with an army to atr
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tack the city; and as an aftronomer and aflrolo*

ger are reckoned fyn6nimous terms among the

Mahometans^ M. Niebuhr had the honour of a
meirage to confult the fates r'^fpeding the iffue

Df tlie contett. He excufed himfcif on the jud
plen of^ ignorance, faying, that he cultivated aftro-l

Homy only for the improvement of navigation;!

but M. Von Haven ventured to reply, that of the

two brothers, he who was moft like the founder!

of the family Ihould remain vidorions. The pre-

didtion was verified} and the ihcri tie maintained

|

his poft.

Jidda is furrounded by ruinous walls, and has]

a battery with only one difmounted cannon re-

maining. Some cannon before the palace of the|

pacha are likewife good for nothi^ig, but to re-

turn the falutes of the Ihips which enter the har-l

bour. In the city are feveral good houfes of coral

^one ; but the buildings in general pre wood> andj

very night.

The environs are fandy and barren, and notal

drop of fpring water is to be had. The Tomb of

Eve is ftill rtiewn on a fnot at no great diftance]

from the fea ; hence, if we are to believe tradi-

tion, thefe regions have undergone no change of|

importance lince the creation.

Jidda has always conftituted a part of the do-

minions of the iheride of Mecca. The fultan in-i

deed fends a pacha to the city, but his power is

divided with the fherifFe. The latter keeps an

officer here, under the title of vizier, and on him|

the inhabitants folely depend.

ThiS'is a great mart between Egypt and India,!

and is much frequented by ihipping. Of almonds

alone, the Engliih are faid to carry five hundred

ihouiknd weight anai^^Uy to lB4ia>an4 the balm

2 oil
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ofMecca is alfo brought hither from the vicinity

of Medina, as an article of exportation. Tho
jinportS) however, are of the firit confequence in
^commercial view, as Mecca and Medina are to

|be fupplied from this market.

Our travellers, according to their in(lru6tion8«

j

were to proceed as foon as podible to Yemen ; but

I

the prevalence of the north winds detained them
I the beginning of December, when they took

I

their paiTage in an ill-con(lru6ted veiTel, bound to

Hodeida for a cargo of coffee. The kiaja fur-

nillied them with letters to the dolas, or govern-

ors, both of Loheia and Hodeida, and the pacha
gave orders that their baggage fhould pafs uhex-
lamined.

Their accommodation was of the mod indlffer«

lent kind, but the voyage was uniformly fafe and
pleafant. After feveri days failing, they an-

chored near Ghunfude, and, after a (hort ffay,

proceeded on their voyage. They flopped again

'near. Hali, to take in provilions ; and had an op*

I

portunity of feeing the independent Arabs, who
I live between the territories of the ilierift'es of

l^ecca and Abu-Arifch. As they approached

their tents, two women came out to meet thtmp
unveiled, wlio had their eyes blackened with lead

ore, andfomeornamental black fpots on theirbrow,

i

cheeks, and chin. Thofe females, who were almof^

naked, immediately afked for kochhel to blacken

their eyes, and for elheuneto dyetheir nails yellowi

I

Our. travellers were not. a little vexed that they

were not provided with fuch articles, by which they

I

might have .gratiified female vanity at a cheap rate.

Next day they came in light of Konembel, a
ImQuntain iituated in the middle of the fea, faid

[tQ have been formerly a volcano^ and which, i^

Vol. XIII, T probably.
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probably^ tbe burning iiland placed by Arrlanl
and Ptolemy in thefe latitudes. On the 2gth otj

December they entered the harbour of Lohela
[

where they ':all anchor. I

Soon after, jur travellers waited on the dola

^nd explained their with to go by Hodeida to

!Mocca, where they hoped to find fome £ng]ifl)

fhip» in which they might take a paifage to InJ
dia. Hitherto this perfonage had only feen £u*
ropean merchants, and when he mideriiood from

the letter of recommendation, that one of them
was a phyfician, another a botanid, and a third an

aftronomer, ttruck with the fingularity of their

purfuits, and fuppofing they might be in hade,

offered to fend them to Mocca on his own ca-

mels, if they would indulge him with a ihort

iftay at Loheia.

Delighted to find the Arabs more civilized the

farther they proceeded from Egypt, and tb meet|

with the additional afrurance,that they might tra*

vel in fecurity among a people who were the prin-

cipal objeds oftheir enquiries, they brought their I

baggage on fhore ; and, in the evening, received

a fheep, as a prefeot of welcome from the dola,
{

and ^ith it a veiy kind letter.

The dola, or emir, feemed vaflly pleafed with!

a fight of their inflruments, and was particularly

firuck to obferve fmall objects magnified in a

microfcope. He afligned them a convenient

houfe to lodge in, and though the curiofity of the{

people was rather troublefome, they found their

iituation much beyond their expe6tations.

\The city of Loheia was founded about three
|

centtiries ago, by the Sheik Scejei, a Mahometan
j

faint i and being buried there, (he place foon ac'

^fuwi the character of fandity^ and numbers of I

'y> devout
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L|evoUt|)err6ns ereded their habitations on the

(pot $ from which the city infenfibly rofe to its

prcfent ftate. Thjt Sunnites are the prevalent

ueft in this province, who, though they are for<*

bidden by the Koran to worihip any created being,

regard their faints with peculiar veneration,

and even their defcendants are dignified with a
{)[ind of hereditary honours*

The territory of Loheia is arid and barren ; but
1] conliderable trade is carried on in coffee, which
Induces feveral merchants to fix their relidenco

licre. The city has Ibme fortifications ; but only

pne tower will admit bting defended by cannon.

Several of the houfes are built of flone; the

greatefl part, however, are of mud, mixed with
dung, and thatched with grafs. Round the walla

within, are a range of beds made of firaw, on
prbich they fit, or lie, commodioufly. enough.

The water is very bad, and brought from a great'

Idilhnce on camels or afles^ in earthen jars, fuf*

jpended on each fide.

The inhabitants feemed curious, intelligent,

landpolifhed in their manners. All were eager
Ito fee the Europeans, and the wonders they per-

Iformed. The phyfician had plenty of employ--
liDent; and at lafl they fent a horfe belonging to

Itbe dola to be cured, which one of their fervants .

undertook, and fucceeded. This exalted the poor
Ifellow's reputation, and he was afterwards con-
Ifalted about human patients.

When they were inewn, through a telefcope, a
[woman turned topfy turvy, and yet her garments
)vering her, they were perfectly aflonifhed, and
speatedly exclaimed, ** Allah akbar 1" God ii

peatJ

¥2 Two
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Two Arabs, one day, came to fee tKeme^t. OnJ

of them was a man of rank from Sana, the othci

was from the province of Hatchah, where tht

greateftlimplicity of manners prevails, and ftran]

gcrs. are feldom ieen. This perfon alked a'numbe|

of fimple queftions, which provoked laughter, anc

yrondered to fee them eat, as it appeared to an

abfteraions Arab, with great voracioufnefs. See-

ing M. Von Haven about to carve a fowl, he laid]

hold of his hand, and exclaimed, ** What ! ^m\t\

thou eat ftill ?" and then went out in a rage.

Some of the gentlemen occafionally amufed]

themfelves with playing on the violin, and thooghl

muficians are not efteemed here, they had manyj

li'fteners. An old merchant vifited them' out ofl

curiofity, and obferved, that he had no diflike to]

Chritiiansj for that a ^diverlity of religion was

tolerated by the great God of all. This merchant

often invited them to his fibufe, and entertained

them with his adventures. According to his own
account, he had been a great libertine, if com-

merce with the fair fek deferves that name, in a

country where it is not held criminal ; and only

lamented that the infirmities of age prevehtedj

his former enjoyments.

, Hearing that an Englifli veffel was arrived at I

Mocca, they began to think of departing, having

gratified their curiofity to the full in Loheia, and

made a large colle^ion of rarities, which they|

refolved to fend by fea. Their friend, the gover-

nor, was forry to part with them ; but continued I

his zeal to ferve them. At taking leave, they

prefented him with a telefcopej and, in return,

he gave them a piece of filk, and twenty crownj|

were offered, as a fee, to the phyfician. The

c ^ nioney
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Iponey teas refufed^ which created fome aftonifh-

Iment.

Having hired camels for their baggage, and
)rfes for themfelves, they fet out on the 20th of

(February, and in their lirft day's journey through

lyemen, travelled through a parched and barren

[irack, and, about midnight, arrived in a large

letty, in which a deputy governor refides, to whom
Ithey carried a letter.

Through the whole country they found water

[bad and Nicarce ; but fecurity and civility made
Icommon inconveniences and fatigues feem light.

jOn the morning of the 25th, they arrived fafe at

IBelt-el-Fakih, and dcP.vered their letters of re*

Icommendation, which procured them a cordial

jieception^

This city (lands in a well-cultivated plain, and
lis diiefly built of done. It has a citadel, which
lii deemed of great ftrength in a counlry where
[ffmies are deltitute of artillery. Our traveller*

vtYG accommodated with a Hont houfe, from
finch the proprietor had been diflodged by a

'

Bftrudivc fpecies of ants, called Ard by the

[Arabs, and well known to naturalills for their

jinilinifts and mifchievous qualities.

Like Loheiaj the city fif Beit-el- Fakih derives

Iks origin from a faint, and its very name implies

rTbe houfe or dwelling of the fage.*' This
Ilaint, it fecms, was a great worker of miracles,

|XJie foUoiving is one of the moit wonderful on
:ord, aifll is evien equal to the moft extravagant

[legends of popifli faints. ATurkith pacha, who
id beett twenty years a prifoner in Spain, where

bewas bound with ponderous chains to two mafl'y

bnes, had long invoked, in vain, the aid of the

|diiFece|U fainu ia hk re^'olle^i<Mi* Fortunately^

Y » 4t
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at laft, he bethought himfelf of the great Ach-
med, and called on him in his turn. The faint,]

though dead, it feems, was not deaf j he ftretcii.

ed out his hand from his tomb; and, at that in-

ftant, the pacha was conveyed from Spain, with
his chains, and the Hones to which they mere taf-

tened. This miracle took place on the eve of I

the anniverfary feftival of the faint, in the pre-

fence of many witnefles; and is as well con-l

firmed as iimilar impoiitions on the credulity of]

men generally are. ^

Beit-el-Fakih is extremely well fituated fori

trade, being only half a day*s jburney from the|

hills on which the coffee grows, and but a mo-

derate diftance from the harbours of Loheia,Ho-l

deida, and Mocca, from which this commodity is

exported) hence this place naturally becomes|

the moft confiderable mart for it.

The dola at this city, who has an extenlive ju-

rifdi6tion, left our travellers at liberty to purfuel

their own inclinations ; and as the people were

civilized and hofpitable, they neither wanted his

protedion, nor were forry for' his riegle6i:. They|

amufed or informed themfelves, as choice or fan-

cy dire^ed j and M. Niebuhr took this opportU'

nity of vifiting Ghalefka> accondpanied only by a|

iingle fervant, and with fcfarcely more conveni-

ences than an Arab would require. Indeed he

had become habituated to the Arabian %le ot

living, and found that many fuperiluitles might

be difpenfed with^ which European luxjtey deemsj

neceflfary. -

In his way to Ghalefka, M. Niebuhr faw no-

thing remarkable 5 his road being chiefly through!

Ihiftingfand. This city was once in a flouriihing|

Condi tiopj bi|tits harboar isnow fo choked up^that
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00 veflels, hqweyer. fmall, can enter; confequent-

\y the place has fallen into deqay. Not only has

the fea receded from the coad, but the banks of

coral have increafed, and the, fand^ accumulated

by the wind^ has rifen into a hill of confiderable

height.

The ruins of a mofque are ftill to be feen here,

erefted in honour of a faint, who, by his prayers,

obtained from heaven an excellent ipring of wa-
ter, for which the inhabitants ftill revere his me-
mory. In this vicinity our author found two
ilones with Kufic* infcriptions, which he copied.

Having feen every thing worth, notice about
Ghalefka, M. Niebuhr fet out on his return by
the way of Hodeida, which he reached the fame
evening, 'the general afpe^ of the country

through which he pafled was fandy and barren,

but occafionally enlivened with a few date trees.

The harbour of Hodeida is incapable of admit-

ting large veflels
J
and the town itfelf is but very

inconlidei^able, though it is defended by a citadel.

Here our author found his friends. Von Haven
and Cramer, who had cpme to deliver letters of

recommendation to the dola, or governor. In a

fliort time M. Niebuhr left them, and having
reached Beit-el-Fakih without any, difagreeable

incident, began to plan another excuriioi) to

Zebid,'once the capital ofTahama. A poor, but
learned Arab, accompanied him, and much contri-

buted to the pleafure pf his jpi^rney, by his enter-

taining converfation* .r:,/ .. i!. »

Paiiing fome cofeerhQuiies and fmall hamlets,

tl^ey came to a large viUagejviP^naod £1-Mahad>

,* Kufic is tji9^c,lent Arabic di^radter in which the Koram
waswritieiv,^.,^^^, _ ^^ ^^ ,

, ^ , .,
'

' " ; delightfully
«i
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delightfull)^ fituated in a valley, which receives

the waters that fall from Mount Rema. A large

quantity of indigo is produced here ; and in the

vicinity anciently flood a coniiderable city, of

which not a veftige remains.

Having travelled about five German miles,

they arrived at Zebid, fituated near the largell

and moll fertile valley in all Tahama, which, in

the rainy feafon, is perfedly inundated. This
city was once the refidence of a prince, and the

mod commercial place in the province ; but it

now retains only the fhadow of its former fplen-

dor. Viewed from a dillance, its mofques and
kubbets give it an air of grandeur -, but, a clofer

infpedion diflipates the iliulion, and ihews only

poverty and mifery,

AhuHedsL afcribes eight gates to Zebid i but of

thefe only five remain. The walls of the old city

are demolifhed to the very foundation, to fupply

building materials for new honfes. This place is

liill diltinguifhed for an academy, in which the

youth of l^ahama, and part ofYemen, fludy fuch

fciences as are cultivated among the Mahomet-
ans ; betides, it is the feat of a ddla^ a mufti, and

a cadi.

At the inn M^ Niebuhr met with the mod vain

a^d foolifliily I'oquacious man be* had yet feen

among the Arabs. He was a iheritfe of the firll

ranik, but bdiig poor and diflipated, travelled

ai)pat tlis country, fubfifting at the expence of

the more opulent profefTors of his religion. The
pride of knoeidryj and 4he A'^anity of being known
ic many gneat perfon{|ges> never were inore con-

fpicuouHy difplayed than in this weak man*s con-

terfation and rtiaixncrsi yct,^th jsll his gffefta-

tion of fuperior confequence^ he frequently abufed



liisibOi a boy about t^ years of age> cailllng him
|« Kcelb ibn koelb," Dog, fon of a dog*. , r

Having finiibed hiyS refearcbes about Zebid,

hi. Niebuhr fet out for Tahoete, once a town of;

Ifome magnitude, but^ now dwindled to ^ fmall

Inllage. Still,, however, it is adorned with feVe-

[ralmofques and houfes of prayer, ereded over the,

Itombs of faints, or opulent perfons. Ibn Haffan,

lis the chief of the faints, and his tomb is nightly

lilluminated with lamps; yet one of his defcend-,

lants keeps a houfe of entertainment in the place.

iFinding little to gratify curiofity here, our authcr

.

[returned to Beit-el-Fakih , and being npw con-,

Ivinped of the eafe and fecurity with which a.per-

Ifon might travel through Yem^n, foon after fet

lout for Kahhme. ,, .

•

j

The fad of Ramadan was now approaching,

[which gave our author fome concern, becaufe he
lljad formerly witnelled the difpleafure it gave the

Tur4£s, to fee him and his adociates take the ItaH.

refrefhment j but he foon had the fatisfadion to

find that the Arabs- were.not fo abftemious) and
that, wh^n they ipdulged a little one day, they

reconciled it to their confciences, by engaging to

Ifafton fome other occa (ion.

M. Niebuhr expeded to find fome remains of

I

antiquity in the ruins of the city of Lelue, and,

nofooner was he arrived at Kahhme, than he fet

put in fearch of them. He faw only a large bu-

.

rial place, filled with pentagonal fl:ones, eight

inches in diameter, and four or five feet long. At
firft, he imagined, from the uniformity of this re-

gular figure, that they were the work of art ; but
he foon perceived a hill in the neighbourhood,
wholly compofed of pentagonal ftones, whence
jthefe ornaments of the cemetery had been derived.

In
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In this hiU> vertical columns rofe one over ari6the<

in a parallel body, and apparently joined by
flight cement. Piles of the fame kind of rocks

are found in many other parts of Arabia, and are

unqueftionably of that kind called bafaltes.

During M. Niebuhr's excurfions, his compani-
bns had not been idle. M. Forikall had made!
many botanical difcoveries on the hills whichj
porduce the coffee; and our author was now en-

duced to join his friendS) who were at no grcatl

dillance from Kahhme. He came up with them
at Bulgofa, one of thofe villages whofe inhabit-]

ants fubfift on the profits derived from the culti-

vation of coffee. In this vicinity, neither aflesi

nor mules can be ufed : the hills, which are chief-

ly of bafaltes, are fo fleep, that they can only bej

afcended by narrow paths on foot.

The coffee trees are planted oti terraces, in the

form of an amphitheatre $ and their bloifomsex-,

hale an exquifitely grateful perfume. In feme

plantations they are artificially Watered, and by

this means yield two crops a year, inflead of one;

but the fecond is efleemed inferior in quality and

flavour.

Bulgofa lies conliderably above the level of the

plain ; yet fcarcely had they climbed half the

afcent to Kufma, where the dola refides, on the

loftieU peak of this range of mountains. En-

chanting landfcapes there meet the eye on every

fide.

At Bulgofa, where they pafTed the night, they

found the women lefs referved than in the cities

:

they appeared unveiled, and talked familiarly,

Their complexions were fairer than thofe in the

plain below, which may be afcribed to the fupe-

nor freihnefs 4of the air.

On
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On the 20th of March, they returned as far as

|4die> where the climate is temperatej and the

rater fre(h and pure. From the houfe of the

kib-dola, here they enjoyed a fingularly beautiful

Ufped. Iq a ihort time they returned to Beit*

The inhabitants of that city were aAoniihed

Itliat men ihould expofe themfelves to the dangers
the climate, during the intenfe heats of the

Bafon ; and advifed them tgt take care of theii

jiealth. But when they faw the ftrangers periiii

neglediing this falatary advice, which humani«
b/didated, and tiiat they lived expenlively with-

W trade, the natives began to imagine, that they

bfleiTed the art of making gold; and that M.
roHkall, in his rambles in the mountains, was
Peking plants which might be neceflary in this

treat operation. Our author too was again fet

iown for a magician j but .fortunately thefe

krewd conjedures were conEned to the fmaU
|ircle of their acquaintance.

M. Niebuhr and M. Forikall next planned an
suriion to Udder and Taoes, each expeding to

^nd fome new gratification in his favourite llun

Hes. Their preparations were eafily made. They
lired two affes, and the owner attended them on
}t; fervingat once for their guide, fervant, and
Dterpreter. By this time their beards were grown
^ng, and their appearance .was wholly oriental*

acb Ukewife had aifumed an Arabian name, and
hey were no longer confidered by any one aa

fhriftians of the weft. »

The firft night of theirjourney they lay at Ro«
Next day they faw a running ftream, called

^adi ^ebid, the firii they had met with in Ara*
lia. It« channel was ver^r broads but aa no rain

i bad
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had fallen for a lotig fpacerit w?.s (hallow. Thij
river, after it enters Tahama> expands into a lake

and is loft among the fands.

Same day they paiTed Mount Sullam, wher^
they had been given to underfland there were hi]

eroglyphics, or infcriptions ; but they difcovereil

nothing of this kind, fave fome rude figures, thj

an^ufement of the fhepherds at their idle hours. I

Soon after they 'Came to Machfa, the refidencj

tof a fub-dola, and the feat of a weekly market

but a poor miferable place, where the huts are fJ

low, that a man cannot ftand ere6t. The onl(

provifions they could obtaiti Jft this diHrift, werJ

coarfe Durra bread, made of millet and cameli

milk ; but the water was delicious.

On the 2eth of March, th6y entered a mod
fertile track, where the houfes were much morj

commodious,^ and haftilypaifed through a village

in which a fair was held j and in the vicinity theJ

obferved a ^glittering micaceous fand, which ha]

lead the people of the coutitry to fuppofe thai

the neighbouring mountain contains gold.

The inhabitants of thofe parts had long beeii

lookiilg impatiently for rain, and had made duj

preparations for receiving the benefit of it whe

It came. Croffing feveral fmall rivers which feer

to be numerous in this part of thd countrj', thej

paiTed feveral plantations of coffee trees, and ij

the evening ahrlved at Udden.
This town contains about three hundred houfei

all of ftone. .An hereditary iheik is the gover

tior, who refides in a palace feated on a high

without the city. The population of Udden ij

coiifiderable, on account of the abundant produc

of the coflfec trees in the' vJclnity> ' efteemed th|

l^ery beft iiV all Arabiai- : - v
'

'i' : i
-•:

LeavinJ

M'.
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Leaving this place on the 30th of lVlarch> thej

advanced through a well-peopled country, and
psilliug a very deep mountain, they found a refer-

yoir of excellent frelh water, provided by the

bounty of the Arabs for the accommodation of

travellers. Such refervoirs, or madgils, as they

are called, are all of a conical iigure, and provid-

^ with a vafe for drawing up the water. They
abound in the fertile parts of Yemen.
By means of a thermometer, they afcertained

theremarkable differencebetween the temperature

ofthe air upon the hills and in the plain. The drefs

oi: the inhabitants affords the fame indication t the

people of Tahama were almoft naked,'while thofe

of the mountains were clothed in iheep ikins.

So effectually were our travellers difguifed,

that the mifirefs of a coffee houfe, where they

took up their lodging one night, took them for

Turkifn priefis, and recommended herfelf to their

prayers.

At Dsjobla, our author was faluted by the

name of Hadjee Achmed, by a perfon who took

hiia for an old acquaintance. This town is the

capital of a diftrid, and the feat of a dola. It

ilands on the brink of .a precipice, and contains

about fix hundred houfes, of a good appearance.

The Jews have a feparate quarter without the ci-

ty, as is cuftomary throughout Yemen.
i 1 liough Dsjobla has been celebrated for ages,

Uiey cpuld difcover no. remarkable antiquities

about it ; l)ut from the monument oif a Xvirkifh

p^cha, they had a proof that the*conque(ls of the

Ottoman Porte have been ^extended over thofe

|iiiountainpus regions. . ' : . ,, ;

Proceeding.in their route, by winding paths,^

lover a country diveriified by many inequalities of

Voi..Xni. ^ furface.
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furfac^, they lodged at a limfera, or caravanfary

}

and then entered on a paved road, which patitu

between Mocca and Sana. Soon after they came
in tight of the citadel of Tacesi but did notenter
that city«

They then crofled a plain covered with date

trees
'f
after which> regaining the mountains, they

entered the territory of Ibn Aklan, which, though
ilony, is well cviltivated. On the 4th of April,

they feveral times crotfed the Wadi Suradsji, a

pretty large and rapid river, even in that dry fca-

fon. In this defert track, on the confines of Ta-
hama, M. Forikall had the happinefs to difcover

the tree which produces the Balm of Mecca . The
plant was then in Hower, and thus furnilhed a

good opportunity for examination and defcripo

tlon« The Arabians call it Abu Scham, or the

(weet-ihielling tree j and know no other ufe for

it, but to perfume their apartments by burning

the wood.
In the evening they arrived at the city of Hoes,

a fmall and ill-built place, though the capital of

a diltri^, and the feat of a dola, who occupies a

fmall fortrefs. A conliderable quantity of earthen

ware is manufa^ured here^ particularly coaffe

drinking cups.

. Neifit day they pafled the river Suradsji, whidh
they had feen among the hills, without wetting

their feet. In Arabia the river^ frequently de-

creale as they approach the fea, contrary to thofe

of Europe.

On the 6th of April, they again reached Beit-

el-Fakih« and ibund the heat almod intolerable

;

after having for fome days enjoyed the cool and

fc^tieibing br^^xes of the mountaint.
! » t.> 1

,-.^|.-U.^.*

aiJtp^U.pteiit %"^

4.^ niX the
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. Tfie health of the party began to be ferioiilly

0eO,edt from the ardour with which they had
j^rfged their difcoverics, and the want of due
j^ecaotions, in a climate to which their conftitu-

tions had not been aHiniulated. Our author was
ieiaed with a violent fever, and M. Von Haven
vas iikewife indifpofed. He had been attacked

with the fcurvy, and the latitude this occaiioned«

confirmed liis difeafe. It feems^ indeed, that all

the gentlemen ate fle(h-meat daily, though their

friends* who were better acquainted with the

climate, dilTuaded them from this pra6tice. Wine
and brandy they had long wanted, and even the

water was far from being good.

On the 17th of April, by fome means a houfe
took fire, and as the wind afliHed to fpread the con<»

flagration, a great part of the city was foon burnt
down. The inhabitants^ however, retained their

ufual tranquillity : no cries nor complaints were
heard ; and when addreifed with exprefllons of
condolence, they calmly replied, ** It is the will of
God/' Indeed, when fuch accidents happen, the

Arab lofes little, and therefore his doical apathy
ii the lefs wonderful.

As foon as M. Von Haven and our author were
fufficiently recovered to bear the fatigues of tra«

veiling, it was determined to leave Beit-el-Fakih,.

AccOidingly they fet out on the 20th of April,

and took the road to Zebid. That M. Forlkall

might have an opportunity of pnrfuing his bota-

nical refearches, be travelled by day, accompanied
by M. Niebuhr, contrary to the ufual Cunom in

Tabama ; while the reft of the party come up by
night.

Oii the third day of their journey, they arrived

tt the large village of Maufchid^ where thejr

Z 2 were
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were alarmed with an account of a ikirmtlhing.

war between two families/ in which a man had
been killed the preceding day j but thejr foori had
the fatisfa6tion to be alTured, that iuch private

feuds never interrupt the public tranquillity.

After an unpleafant journey, they entered the

city of Mocca, where their baggage was infpeft-

ed ; and they were direfted to a kan where Turks
lodge, on the fuppofition that they might find

fome of their countrymen there.

At the time of their arrival, there was an Eng-
lifh merchant from Bombay, in the city, but they

were unwilling to addrefs themfelves to him, left

he fhould fufpe6t them of falfe pretences. They
had likewife introdu6cory letters to the dola and
others of the firft diftindionj but having con-

tra6ted an acquaintance with Ifmael, the fon of

Seid Salek, a merchant of Mocca, they unfortu-

nately attached themfelves to him and his father,

before they knew the duplicity of their condud
and the infamy of their characters. It feems that

thofe perfons made it their bufinefs to infinuate

themfelves into the good graces of llrangers, mere-

ly to prey upon them ; and when they found their

hopes fruftrated in this refpedt.. they laboured, out

of fpite, to do our travellers every ill office in their

power.
Theyembroiled them with the cuflom-houfe of-

ficers, on purpofe to have an opportunity of bring-

ing them otF for a reward. The chefts of natural

curiofities were opened and fearched. A barrel of

fifhss from the Arabic Gulph, preferved in fpirits

of wine, was emptied^ and fpread a terrible faster

over the cuftom-hoafe; but when the officers came
to a veffel, in which ferpents were prefei ved in a

fimilar manner^ the Arabs were quite terrified,

and



And the ^ola, who was prefent, fwore that they
iboutd not remain a Hngle night in the city.

While our travellers were engaged at the cuf-

tom-houfe, a fervant came to inform them, that

their books and other property' had been thrown
out of the window^s of the houfe which they had
biredj and that the door was fliut again tt them.
They could neither find the treacherous tfmael
Jior his father 3 and they were in danger of lying

In the ftrcets, or of being driven out of the toWn
Jn difgrace, had they not prevailed on a citizen to

rtsceive them into his houfe^ on condition^ that

he might not be amenable to governndent for fo

doing.

The Englifli merchant, Mr. Francis Scott, hav-
ing heard of their difficulties and perplexities,

though they had not vifited him, gave them an
invitation to dinner, which, under fuch circum-
^ances> could not fail to be acceptable. This gen-
tleman expreifed a warm deiire to fervc them j

and they began to fee their folly, in not paying
their court to him at firft.

While their chefts were detaiiifed at the cuf-

tom-boufe, Ifmael had advifed them to ofFtr the

dola a prefent of fifty ducats, and hinted that he
would Ije the bearer of it. By this time tire

cyds of our travellers were opened, and they foli-

cited an interview with the dola themfelvesj

which being granted, he blamed them for not ap-

plying to him in the firft inftance 5 and dire^d
their e^6ts to be delivered without any farther

examination.

During this period of doubt and altercation,

the dola had been wounded in the foot in exercif-

ing his troops, and was todvifed by his attendants

k>iend for the Europeait phylician, M. Cramer j

Z 3 but
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but apj)rehen flops were entertained that he Would
adminifter improper medicines, out of revenge
for the treatment received. The cadi, however,

removed fome of the governor's prejudices againft

the ftrangers, and convinced him that Europeans
ought not to be blamed or defpifed for colle6ting

ihells, infe6ts, and reptiles^ of which the Arabs
knew not the ufe.

Accordingly M. Cramer was fent for on the

4th of May, and folicited to undertake the cure of

the dola's wound, which, under the hands of four

or five empirics, was daily becoming worfe.

This introdudion gave the party great fatisfac-

tion, and afforded them frequent opportunities of

convening with the dola, who promifed them fa-

tisfadion for the infults and injuries they had en-

sured.
They now found themfelves fecure at Mocca ;

but difeafe renewed its attacks, and from its

power no favour could protedl them. Our author

fell violently ill of a dyfentry, from which, how-
ever, he recovered j but M. Von Haven's health

began rapidly to decline. He was totally unable

to bear the heats of the day, but was tolerably

well in the night. At laft he ventured to iiefe-

veral nights fucceflively on the roof of the houfe,

in the open air, with his face uncovered. On the

night of the 24th of May, he took cold, and was

fo ill, that two fervants were neceffary to carry

him down into his apartment. His fever became

doubly violent, he grew delirious, then funk into

a lethargy, and expired in the night.

He was buried in the filuropean cemetery, with

all due folemnity. He had paid particular atten-

tion to oriental literature 3 and by his untimely

, . . death,
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^$th, the public were deprived of many intercftt

ing difcoveries and olsfervations of this kind.

It was now unanimoufly agreed on, to leave

Mocca, though the party was divided in their

opinions as to their future proceedings j fome
wiihing to remain another year in Arabia, while

the remainder were for returning immediately to

Europe.

As M . Cramer was engaged in attending the

dola, they had fome difficulty to obtain his per-

miiliqn io depart 5 but on urging, the, plea of
health, they -vere allowed to let out for Taoes^

with proper recommendations, and a fervant, who
a6ted as a fpy. The dola had liberally rewarded
the phyfician for his attendance, and feemed
apxious to detam them in this country.

Their journey to Taoes was barren of occurr

fences. The dola of this place received them
with due attention, and interchanged prefents

with them. They foon felt the falutary efFe6ts

of this change of climate ; for, inftead of the op-

preflive heats under which they fainted at Mocca,
here they had refrefliing rains almoft every even-

ing.

The city of Taces is encompaifed by a pretty

firong wall with two gates ; and has a garrifon

of iix hundred men. It Hands at the foot of the

fertile hill of Sabber, and is fuppofed to be un-
der the prote6tion of a famous faint, named Ifmael

Muik, whofe remains are buried here, and con-

cerning whom they have this legend : That a

beggar, being refufed charity by the dola,, went
to the faint's tomb, to implore his aid^ when.the

^irpfe ftretched out its hand and gave him an or-

fcr on.the 4.Qla fgr p^c. hundredjCi»WP5.t:!Thi«
order
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order \(ras minutely inveftigr.ted» and allowed to

be genuine j but to prevent fueh ads of charity

at the expence of others in future, the tomb of

the faint was inclofed by a wall^ and ho one ts

allowed to approach it.

In this city and its vicinity are many rutnoos

mofqiies, and one of them is in a ilyle of archi*

tenure that feems to indicate its having been

built by a Tttrkifli pacha. The palaces erefted

by the laft l€lrd« of Taoes are handfome edifices;

bat the tow^n in general is not fine; and the re-

volutions which have taken place here have evi«

dently diminiihed its former grandeur.

The ruins of two ancient cities areilill vifible

in the neighbourhood of this place : they were
named Oddeaa and Thobad. Some parts of the

walls of -the former are ftill (landing; the latter

was the Tefidence of the kings of this country;

but its only exilling vefiiges are the ruins of

feme mofques.

--«The dola and the Iheiks, who occupy Mount
Jabber, being on ill terms, M. Forlkall could not

ebtalin *peFmiflioh to botanize upon it, though its

exuberant fertility, according to the Arabs, pro-

dtices eveiry fpecies of plant to lie found in any

part !6f -the WOrid. Such treafures, though they

were no dot^bt exaggerated, tantalized our bota-

niflr by being daily before his eyes, while he was

Hot allowed to readh them.

Confii^ed to the town, or unfafe beyond its li-

tnits, ^hey amufed themfelves in the bed manner
theycould, and tifed various expedients to ob*

taib prote^4on in mote remote excurfionsj but

when ttiey flattered themfelves they were juft

mkAii to ftt60^> ^iht 4c4a fent to i»fonii them,

thatv» -
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th^t'they were ordered to return to Mocca« and
when they, hefitated to<^bey> at laft he told them
inperfon, that they rouft.qnit Taoea next ''ay.

Seeing no means to elude ,^he dolas orders^

they were preparing to comply* when a letter ar-

rived from the jrnan, in which they had permif-

iion to go
I to Sana, and to carry their curioiities

with them. New difficulties now arofe about
obtaining camels^ but, by the generous interfer-

ence of the cadi, to whom they were induced to

apply, fi'om his benevolent ch3ra6ler,they Ayere at

laft provided with cattle and a guide ).and the

cadi, unfolicited, had the farther goodnefs to rer

commend them to the iman's vizier, in term';,

that ihewed the goodnefs of his hearty and the

urbanity of his manners. ii* r;i

They left Taoes on the 28th of June, and for

the two firft days, travelled over an uncultivated

and defolate country, with few villages. On the
ift of July, having croiTed Mount Mharres, they
entered on a more^ fertile track, and foon after

arrived at the city .of. Abb, confifting of about
eight hundred houfes, mofl of them in a goo4
ftyie of building.

Proceeding down Mount Abb by paved roads^

they crolfed a country of varied furface, with fe-

deral houfes for the protedion of travellers feat-

tered over it.
,

Next day they began to afcend Mount Sumara
by artificial ways, carried in a winding diredtion,

round thpfe places which ar?3 too fleep for a di-

red accefs.
*

M. Forlkall began to be ferioufly indifpofed,

and fo weak as to be unable to fit his camel.
The Arabs could not be prevailed on to carry a
Chridian^ and as the/ found themfelves u!ider

the
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the ntctMy of i'^achln^ JfiHm, tlK^y Were 6b1igi

td ib plstce ^ bed ati the tamel ; and though
they inovfed but Ady^lfr thi^ illuilrious, but uti*

fortunate> man, was in a deplorable conditioa

before they reached the toi^ii.

For fonie days after their arrival at Jerim, hit

SUtlefs reamed to decreafe -, but he had meafured
his days, ahd his diibrder retortied with fach vio«>

letice as left ho hopes of recovery. On the even*

ing of the iOth of July, lid funk into a deep le-^

thargy^ and next morning breathed his laft* Ills

Irietids were deeply affeSed at his loft, and in

their fdrrow, the fcientific of every nation iVilI

])artikip^te. But Forlkall did not live in vain

:

iH9 name is rendered immortal by his difcoveriei

in this expedition. He was a man whom no fa*

ligu<3 fctould Overc^ome, no inconveniences daunt;

he aeeommodated nimfelf to the manners of the

Arabians with the mod fedulous attention ; had

made great progrefs in their language ; and, in

Ihort, was adapted above all others for the office

h6 was defined to fill, and the trials he wa^
doomed to undergo.

His funeral obfequies were performed in iht

ftioH decent tnanner that circumftances woald
permit; but it was with inuch difScuhy they

could hire perfons to carry him to the grave ; fo

great is the aversion of the Arabs to touch t

Chriflian.

Jerim is a fmall town, but the feat of a dola^

who refides in a caftle, built on a rock. The
houfes in general are ere^ed of done} but the

town contains nothing remarkable.

About two miles did^nt, according to a tradi-

tion of the Arabs, once flood the famous city of

Dhaf^r> where our author was told an iulcriptiofi

V was



|rai ftlH to be feen, which neither Jom^ nor Ma-f

iiometan could explain* Tbia wfi9 probably th«

?cat of the Harojarincs, and the people oi the
country maintait]> that one thoufand eight hma**

dred years ago, the king of all Arabia resided there.

No raid had fallen at Jerim for three months>
though diflant thundei: was heard every d«y» lu

this drought locuj[l« had tnultiplied prodigtou(ly»

;ind had eaten up alnwft every vegetable producn

tion. On the Sth of Jidy public prayers wcf»
offered up for i ain^ and the people noadie a folemn
proceflion with the ufual formaUties; jfingiog

and repeating Ihort collects. Hardly was th«

cereOiony over, when a iiorm ajx)le> wiih ha^l and
vefy heavy rain, which aftei'wards becacoe rfrci-

quent. Indeed, between the tropics, i^vowers fall

periodical!;' on the dijferent iides of the great

ranges of hills.

In the markets :of Jeritx)^ locufts were com*
monly fold at a very low ratej and our aufthor

faw ft peafant with a fackful of them, which he
was going to dry, and lay upfor-winteriloKes. '

In the ftrects they faw a bridegroom proceed<»

ing to the bath in ceremony. Two [boys ipreced*

ed htm, dancing to the rmuiic of a timbrel ; a
crowd followed, firing ptftols in the air j while
the new-married man, with his friends, clofed

the proccffion. They likewife obferved a furgeon,

who opened a vein with « common knife, and
thendreiTed the orifice with pieces of hartihom,
cut off from the root oif the horn. Almoil all

the artizans here purfued their vocations in the

open air. ,

After the burial of their friend, they fet. out
from Jerim, and the fame day reached I)amar»

W'hae.they \(!£re iocQinmoded )by a con^ourfe of
2 people.

, i
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people, who aifembled at firft out of curiofity,

and then became infolent.

Damar is a famous univerfity, in which there

are feldom lefs than five hundred ftudents. It is

well built, and contains about five thoufand
houfes. The Jews occupy a detached village,

but the Banians live among the mufiulmans.
. -HereM. Cramer had plenty of employment as

a-phyfician $ and as he was unwilling to go out,

the fick were brought to him on their beds.

NeaiP this city is a,mine ofnative fulphur, and on
an' adjticent hill^ many beautiful cornelians are

fo\ind»
,

Proceeding on their journey, they had a view
of Hodafa, which ftands on a fteep, infulated

rock, where they heard of a curious infcription,

neither refembling the Arabic nor the Hebrew,
which our travellers had not an opportunity of

examining; but concluded it mult be Hainja-

rene. f

V On the l6th of July they approached Sana^

where they met one of the principal fecreta-»

ries of the iman*s vizier, who was fen t to bid

them welcome. This deputy informed them,

that they had long been expeded at the court of

Sana, and that the iman had hired an elegant

villa for their reception.

Having reached the hoiife intended for them,

they found the apartments very good, but totally

unfurniihed j and they were even obliged tofaft

till they could have victuals brought from the

city.

Next morning they received a prefent and a

polite meflage from the itnan, who excufed him-

felf from feeing them for two days, on account

pf indifpenfible engagomeats, XJnfortuu^tely

•,;^-;,;^ - they
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thiey did not underftand the etiquette which pro<
hibited them from receiving vifits from the in-

habitants^ till they had obtained their audienoe

at court. They had formed an acquaintance

with a Jew^ a refident of this place, in their paf*

I

(age from Cairo to Lbheia, who hearing of their

arrival, came to vifit them 3 and though he waff

I

one of the mod refpe^ble men belonging to hi»'

nation, the fecnatary of the vt2ier, happening
i to look in^ while he was in their company^ was
I

much incenfedj and drove him out of the houfe.

On the 19th of July, they were introduced to*

jtheiman at his palace of Buftan-el-Metwokkel

with great parade. The court of the palace was
fo full of horfes, officers, and attendants, that

they could fcarcely reach the hall of ^udience^
which was a fpacious fquare chamber, with an
arched roof. In the middle was a large bafon

with fome jets d'eau, and behind this was the

throne with benches on each fide. The iman
was dreffed in a gown of a bright green .colour

;

on each iide of his breaft w^s a rich filleting of
gold lace^ and his head was coveried with a great

white turban. His fons fat at his right hand^

and his brothers on the left. On a bench below
was the vizier; and our travellers were placed

immediately beneath him, on another bench.
They had the honour to kifs the back and the

palm of his hand ;, the lad is reckoned an extra*

ordinary condefcenfion. As they feverally fe-

luted hin^, a herald proclaitn^dj, '* God preferve

Itheiman." .

• • HH* ^rra rf, • , ,

Our travellers did not think proper to avow
Ithe true reafons of their journey thrcagh Ara-*

bia; but pretended that, Wiihing to ^travel the

lueareilway to the Danifh colcniea in the Eafir

Vol. XIIZ« A a Indies^
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lii4ip% they Lad heard fo much of the plenty
an4 Purity which prevailed in liis dominions, ai

to £ud a delire of witncOing them in perfou^ that

they might be able to deteribe them to their

cotintrymeo.

The iman aflured th^m of his protection, and
told them they were welcome to flay as long at
th6y pleafed. After a ihort convcrfation, and re*

peating the ceremony of kidiaig the imah*s hands)

they retired in the fame order thby caque in.

Next day his highnefs fent each a fmall purfe,

containing ninety-nine comaHes, thirty-two of

which make a crown. This miglit appear to

wound a traveller's delicacy; but in a pdace

where they were unacquaLated with the value

of the money of the country^ and were daily lia-

ble to impo^tions from the money-changers, the

prefent was neither ill-timed nor .ufelefs.

The fame afternoon, they were honoured with

an audience of the vizier, who received tiiem

>vith great politenefs -, and> fi^pm the nature of

hb.converfation, appeared to have made no in-

coniiderable progrefs in fcience.

. Tiieir next care was, in cottfbrmity ito what
they had read in voyages and travels, <to fend

fuitable prefents to the iman and vizier j but

though thefe were gracioufly accq)ted,-they foon

after learned, that, not being merchants, and

having no favour to aik, this mark of their at«

tention was not expedted

.

rSana is'iltuated at the foot of Mount Nikkum,
on which are ftill fome ruins of a caftle, -which

the Ambs fuppofe to have Ibeenbiiiltby Shem,

Ihe fonof Noah.
Thexlty walls are'built of brick,^and iiave ib-

?CQ gates* Hece^ce anutoberof -oioi^ues, and;!

V , .; - "-
' .fcveral



fcvefal noble piUc^i ^ith the appearance of

^re^t p'Dpulotifnisrd; Except in one palace near

the citadel> they fav no glafs windows in this

place ', the houfed in general have only ihntters^

which are opened in fair weather, and clofed

when it ig foul; ' ^
At Sana and other cities of the eaU are great

fimfera^, or caravanfaries, for merchants and
travellers. Each different commodity is Ibid in a

fcparate market. The feveral clafles of mecha-
nics work, in like manner, in particular quarters,

in the open ftreets.

Fuel is fcarce and very dear at Sana j for the

hills near the city are bleak and bare, and pit

coal is by no means plenty. Fruits, however, are

mofl abundant ; and they have no fewer than

twenty different fpecies of grapes, which, ripen-

ing at different feafons, afford a delicious refrelh-

Ittent for feveral months in the year 5 befides

great quantities of them are dried, and confe*

quently acceffible at all times.

In the caille, which Hands on a hill, are two
palaces, in which fome princes of the blood re-

hde. Our author was condu6ted to a battery,

where he faw a German mortar with this in-

fcription, Jorg Selos Gofmick 1513. The can-

l!ion in general are buried in the fand, and are

of hd other Ufe than to announce the retttt'n of
the different feftivtils.

The Jews carry on a confiderable trade here,

and are the chief artizans. At one time they

had fourteen fynagogues at Sana j but one of

I

them, wlio had been comptroller of the cu(lom»»

falling into difgrace, drew a degree of perfeca^

I

tii)n on his innocent brethren.

,^ ^ . - ^

V Aa % Xhf
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The Banians ire not very toumetovif . They
pay three hundred crownsa mo^th for permiflion

to^iive ia the city, and if they leave no immedi-
.ate heirsi their Whole property, devolves to the

'in(ian»haR ,;t'}iiUvrK . v. I -iK^r^Ki m '

During their ftay at this city they had an op-

portunity ^of feeing the iman*s return from the

tnofquey whioh was a very fplendid fight.

The favourable reception they had met with
at this courti it might have been fuppofed, would
have tempted- them to prolong their ftay in Ye-
men *j but they had the painful reAe6tion2 that

they had already, loft two of their aflbciates, and
the health Ofthe reft, began vifibly to decline.

They therefore began to think ferioufly of pro-

ceeding to India in fome Englilh ihip> that they

might at once faye the memorials of their expe-

dition and their lives. .

/; On the 23d ofJuly, they were condu6ted to an
audience of leave, and received as before. The I

iman put many queftions'to them, refpe£ting the|

iiiianners, tr^de^and literature of the Europeans^i

and feemed much pleafed with their anfwers,|

He had received a. fmall cheft of medicines from

an £nglilhman> andM. Cramer was requeftedtoj

explain their ufes and virtues.

Our author being taken ill, requefted leave tp]

^jetire, when going to. the door, the great chamber-

lain made him an ofter of his feat, and gathered

^ones to make hipifelf another. In this compa-

ny he was much interrogated refpe6ting the cuf-j

toms of Europe. The Arabs warmly difapprov-

fid of the prai6tice of drinking ftrong liquors ; but|

.^hen they underftood that Chriftians were for-

bid to indulge in drvinkennefs, and that no fenfir

ble European drank more than was good for bis I

iC^
'

; ;• ; health!



Kratth, tfii^ allMitred the caftbm to be rational;

irnd acktmwlMged it to be abfurd to abftain -

wholly from what might he, on fo many occa**

fidns, fa1*utftry as a remedy.
M. Niebtfhr returned into the hall before M«

Crather had finiHied his defcription of the drugs,

snd with the reft of his friends, was prefented

I

iirith an Arabian drefs. They were at the fame
time giVen to undevfland, that other prefentg

I

trere intended for them 3 but they did not think

it proper to wait till they were ready.

The 'imai>, it appeared, was very hofpitable td

i

ilrangers ; but his officers often abufed Or with*
held hli^ generofity. As ii farewell prefent, he
fetjueiled their acceptance of an order on the
dola of Mocca, for two hundred crowns, and or*

dered camels to carry them and their baggage.
This was fo much beyond their expe6tations^

I

that thdy fufp;e£ted the motives, though it ap*
peared without reafon. On the 26th of Julf \

tiiey 'fet dut, and paifed over the moft rugged
\:6id they h^d feen in Yemen. The liills were
bleak iihd Wild,^nd thedeep valleys between thent

I

contained ohlyafcw wretched hamlets. In two
iys, thfe foil b^gi^n to rtfertdj but it fooh be*

|came as iteril-ais 'before, tin they reached Sehan^

A little bevoildthiii town, they cahife to a defile,

I

fo narrow, tfittt & fingle camel could hhrdly pafs.

On either (lde>^ere Heep rocks ; and the rs^ina^

H^ich had <fklleii the preceding day, had broketi

a^ap> eight feet deep, in the narroweft part of
this road, and made it abfolutely impalTable^

TWte*4fes>ib other paflTjtgfei itid the Atabs Werem 'r^ttttilrig'j titit our travellers ibtting them
tfe^«jMljplfej, 'by'tliitfof lltifli labtmr, »they £lk4
{d^ ;tlre £tiy{it m^ ^#il» Imi»^, (M»d<^e(| fafe^

•• A a 3 ovcrj



%y6' tffBBUHR*S TRAVBtS*

over, to th6 aftoniihtnent of thoir guides^ ^ho
ieemed to have little idea of. refolation or in-

duftry.

At a fmall diftance from the defile, they faw
the firft plantation of coffee-treea finqe the month
pf May, Next night they fpent at a poor village,

named Samfur ; and in the morning were.oblig-

ed to crois the river Sehan more than a dozen

times, from its intricate meandering courfe.

.< In this vicinity they faw many of the ihrubs

that produce the' balm of Mecca, but the na«

tivel are ignorant of their value^ and therefore

negled to cultivate them.,

t In a cofFee-houfe at Till, they met with fome
pilgrims returning from Mecca^ and among the

reft with an Arab from. Boan^ a city twenty-five

days journey, e^ft of Sana ; who fpolce a dialed

very different from that of Tahama.
From this place the country began to improve,

and to be covered with verdure. In a valley

they faw a rivulet, which lofes itfelf in the

earth, and again appears at a confiderable dif-

tance. .Xh*e arable grounds among the hills pro-

duce'' only durra, a coarfe kind of millet, of I

which the peafants make their breads The[

rocks 0n lthe confines of ^dhama are bafaltic.

On the 1 ft, of Auguft, they reached Beit-el

j

Fakih, which having been principally burnt

flown in April, they expected to find defolate;

but were iiarjyrifed to fee all the huts r<lbwlt, and I

ievoral ftone .^dAfices where none^ )had fioo^ be-
{

fore. ,
.

•
. :

"'

, •,.„../ i- - .-' '

* * Th€y fent notice of their arrival to the dola,|

und ddirpd to have camels, that th^. might pur-

1

fue. theirjo^iriwy. Nest day 'th«|F incC * |wo men

^adrps^;ftfl^liJQbieilyKtodeaMm mfi^ Jvh^^^
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bad been received for coffee. This mode of car-

rying money about> was an irrefragable proof of

the fcarcity of travellers in this country.

On the 3d of Augud the dola of Zebid fur-

niibed them with camels and pDviiions. They
expeded to have found the river conliderably

fwolleaj but the waters having been turned off,

to overflow a great extent of the adjacent fields,

the channel was almoft dry.

; Gn the morning of the Sth they entered Mec-
ca. They had* indeed, travelled with all poffible

expedition to reach that city, left they ihould lofe

th^ir paffage to India ; but various caufes delay-

ed the ihip, in which they intended to fail, for

fdme time longer ; and they found to their for-

row, that they had expofed themfelves unnecef-

farily to too great fatigue in that fultry climate.

Our author fell ill on the Sth, M. £aurenfield

was confined to his bed a feW days after; and in

a fhort time M. Cramer, and iall the European
fervants became ferioufly indifpofed. They had
the happinefs, however, to find their friend, Mr.
Scott, here, who kindly fupplied them with every

, neceffary alleviation and attention in his power;
But all his friendly cares could not remove the

lurking diflcmper which foon broke,out with fie-

9ewe4 violence. ; ? ,» .

Mocca dand^ in adTiajcid barren iituation

;

the hoi)fe9 a^e bi^i]t of ftone, and fome of theni

are handfome, though the generality are mean
h^t^. It < i» furrounded witlil la. wall, and has

£91106 t^lj^ or caflles, moualed ^ith a few pieces

^^nn9ilvi'''.iijr?'.:3ri:rf-:M'>^ ^
''''' '<

^f^^hi$ f!i4Jf waft "boilt about four centuries ago^,

flglll li)^ -biany} other towns in Arabia, owes its

PHgi9:.tP^aj(^iulbt^e/ celebrated Sheik SchoedeU*



272 HXBBPHHV TRAWLt.

This perfonage acquired fo great roptitatioh foi

1xrifdom> that he was attended by people from
the mod diiiant countries, to hear his mai^ims.

His difciples built a few huts round his hermit
tage, apa by degrees a village rofe on the fpot.

The Arabians fay, that a ihip, bound from In*

dia to Jidda, cafl anchor in thefe latitudes, the

fcrew of which, obferving a hut in the defert, had
the curiofity to vifit it. The iheik, whofe her*

mitage it was, gave them a kind reception, aind

Tegaled them with coffee, with which the Indi-

uns were unacquainted. The captain of the vef-

fel being iU* the vjiiters fuppofed that the hot

liquid might be ferviceable to him ; on which
Sclioedeli afiured them, that not only he ihould

be cured by the efticacy of his prayers ahd the

ule of the Qoft'ee, but that they might difpofe of

their cargo to confiderable advantage at this

place, which, in a prophetic fpifit, he told them
would one day become a great city.

The legend proceeds to inform us, that the

mafter of the veiTel landed, to converfe with thii

extraordinary perfon, drank the coffee as pre«

fcribed, and found himfelf better. On the fame
day, a number of Anib merchants arrived at the

faints cottage, who ptirohafed the w^hole cargo.

The Indian ret?urned home, well pleafed, and

fpread tH^fame^f tfe^holySchflcdelij'fo that the

place was foon frequented by pur^bers df his

countrymen. '

A merchant tff Me<%a tpade ^n obiertktioti'^

Ihofe f;imts, tt^hith •env author^asfiirpriffed to

hear from the )ips of a Mahometan. Tht^VUf^^a^ii

faid he, muft alw^s ha^^ {i vldM^'l^bj^ift^fKar

lihd honour. Thus; at M€fcC5a> oathfi-lpfle ftdSlrefifed

wpuld
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|wwl4 pot kuO; a man who took the Supreme^ to

witnefa the' truth of whatt be; was aifertingj but
I might the more fafely depend on him whowould
^ar by ^pbc^eli^ whofe mofque and tomb are

I

before Uis eyes. , , . , ^, • -

Mecca was the l^ft city in , Yemen, of which

I

tl^e Turk^ retained. polTeuion. It is faid, indeed;

that.the Arabs did not conquer^ but buy it 5 and
pqce then it has been fubje6t to the iman.

Several nations formerly traded to this port^

I

who now frequent it no more. The Portuguefe

have long 'ceafed to fend any iliips hither; the
Dutch rarely appear on this coaH, and the French
never in time of war, though tiiey rent ware^
boufes. The £ngli(b £a(t Ipdia company, at

prefent> engrofs almoft the whofe trade of the

place; and fend a veiTel here^ oncei ,every |tWo
years^ to take in a cargo of coffee. The trader

bowe^ver is fo advantageous, that fome years five;

or more> Ehgliih fhip^ arrive from difjferent p^rts

of India to lade with coflfee^ and difpofe of orl**

lental maxiufadures.

When a foreign veffel arrives in the road of
jMocca, It isr forbid to falute^ and mull only hoift

a flag. The dola then fends off a boat to redone

noitre, and bring him an anfwer; and if fair traf*

|fic b(^'t^eobje6t, no more difficulties are Harted^;

The trade; on the coaH.of the Red Sea can ne^
Iver be very- lucrative, except to fuch nations as

bave poiibQions in India. The Arabians make no
ufi^ of the produdrons of iEurope ; but want thofe

o( the ,eafi',t for which, however, they have no-

thing to offer in return but coffee. Hence the

Englifh enjoy an unrivalled fuperiority in thif

fca.

Let
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c Let HI now attend to M. Niebuhr, Iii' a general

forvey of Arabia, befoire he takes hu final de*

J)arture from the coail.

Even in fociety, where art extitigiii^es or dif-

guiies the fentiments of nature> man never'

whdlly forgets his brijginal cleititiettion; ll^ is I

HiH fend of the Very fhadowof that libeirty^ inde-

j[>endence, and ilnfpricity, \^hich he has lo!ft by re«

iinement; they are fo congenial to his ttiind. He
is charmed to meet them again> Were it only in

the depidtions of poetry.

We are no lets fbnd of ti^cing thofe native

^tures of humanity, wherie they ate to be dif-

covered in thetfecords of remote ajges, in which

Inanners appear lindifguiled by a^6lation> and

unaltered by thefirogrefs of arts or pblicy. Even

withoQt adverting to the caufes Of the pteafure

we feel, We are al^vays pleafed to difcbver fomel

traces, however faint, of our liatural and primary

rights, and of the felicity for which We were def*-

tined by our Creator, ^
If any people in the world afford an infiancel

of high antiquity and great fimplicity of man-l

xier8> it is the Arabs. In contemplating them, we
can hardly help being carried back, in idea, to

the ages immediately following the delage, We|
are tempted to hnagine ourfelves among the pa-

triarchs ! their language has been fpoken froml

time immemorial, and their manner^ have under<|

Igone as little change.

The country whith this nation inhabits afTord^l

many objedts of curioiity, nO lefs fingolarandl

Snterefting. InterfeA^d by fandy delerts and]

vaft regions of ix>ountains> itprefents, on one lide,

nothing but defolation; while the other is adorn-|

ed with all the beauties of the moil fertile regi-
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Oils. It Jlias fullered few viciifitudes^ except from
the hand of nature i it be^r^ none of thofe ica-

preffions of human fury, which disfigure fo many
pth^r regions.

. Arabia, properly fo called, is that great penin«

fula formed by the Arabic Gulph, the Indian

Pcean> and tjtie PerQan Gulph. 3ut though thole

ig:e its proper limits, of all nations, the Arabf
have fpread fartheft over the world, if we except

the J.ews, and have preferved their language*

manners, and cufloms, in the greateft purity*

from eaft tp ^^eft, from the banks of the Senegal

to the Indus^ colonies of Arabs are to be met
in whichI with ', and, between north and fputh, ^bey are

ition> andlrcattered from £uphrates to the liland of Mada*
cy. Evenlgafcar.

j pteafurcB The pcvtives divide their country into fi% great

over fomeBprovinc^s i ^epjas, lying along the Arabic

d primaryIfiulph,between Mount Sinai and Yemen, and ex*

were der«|teading Inland as far as the confines of Nedsjed:
Yb^en, a province ^retching from the borders

ti iniiancelofHedj^ along the Arabic Gulph and the Jndian

y of man-IQcean to H^^^ramaut, ^nd bounded on the north

them, welby Nedsjed: Hadrawaut, on the Indian Ocean*

I idea, tolconterminous with Y^mqn on one fide, and with

uge. WclOman on the ^ther, ,bQUnded northward by Neda-

ig the pa-ljed : Qhan, lying a)fo on th^ (bore of the Indian

ken fromlQccan, fmd.eneompajired by the provinces of Ha-*

ive under«|ilr{^niaut, Laf^i^a, and Njedsjed: Lascha, or
HadsJAR, extending along the Perfian Gulph^

wts affordfeiand having Kedsjed fpr its interior bounds^;
tgnlar andlNEnsjED, comprehending all the interior cbita-

eierts andltry, and bounded by the five other provinces ; itt

n one fide,lnor^hern limits being the territories occupied \A
r is adorn-fthe Arpbsjn tbeDrfeU of Syria. .""•
srtile regi-|

The.
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i., The two provinces of Yendeti an^ Haidramaut
were formerly known biy the appellation of Ara-

bia Felix . Bat a^ fiO fUch named are lifed among
the Arabs as Europeans have afligned' to thisl

country, they deferve no notke in a gtogKiphical

view. •
•'•'' '' * ' ' i^wii.'i^'i '

In the earlieO: periods of hiftoryy we' find

that this country was governed by potent mo-

1

tiarchs, called Tobba, which is thought to have

been a common title aniong thofe princes^ asj

Pharaoh was in Egypt.
There exifts, however, a tradition among the I

learned Arabs, '^ that thofe ancient kih'gs came
^00) the neighbourhood of Samarcand j that they

were worihippcrs of fire 5 and that tliey con-

quered and civilized Arabia. A tradition like-

"Wife prevails io Perfia, that the conqueror whol

founded Perfepolis was originally from the fame

vicinity; fo that both the Arabians anddhe Per-

lians, according to this hypothefis, 'had fOvereigns

from the fame nation, who fpoke the fame lan-|

guage, or, at lead, ufed the fame characters.

'4 But whatever may have been the origin of

thofe conquerors, there is no doubt of their hav«

ihg fubjugated Egypt, at a period antecedent to|

the Grecian hiftortr. Arid it feems equally cer-

tain, that moft or the nations, metitioned in the

hiflory of the Jews, muft have been Arab tribes;

aad, probably, the Jews themfelves were derivec

from the fame •common flock *

. Arabia appears to have been a rich and pow-<

crful couniry in the time of the antient Egyp-

tians ; anil it mufl have beeti di^ring the more

iblendid ages of the exiflence of this nation, tha

the Hamjare kings reigned ov^r a gieat part of

Arabiaj

mi *.
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Arabia. The IMory of this dynaHy, however^ is

involved in the deepeft obfcurity.

A revolution, of the reality of which there it

no doubt, took place under Mahomet ; but nei-

ther he nor the caliphs could ever entirely fubdue
their own nation. After the overthrow of the
caliphate, Arabia (book off the yoke to which it

had been partially fubjeded, and came to be go-
verned, as formerly, by a number of chiefs of dif-

ferent power and authority j and thofe, with lit-

tle variation, have (ince maintained their ground.
The exifting government in Arabia, feems

founded in the principles of nature herfelf. The
[parental authority is the moH natural origin of
power; and when the head was no more, and
new families branched out from the old, the
younger branches ftill retained fome refpe6t for

the elder, which was accounted the neareil to the

I

parent Hem.
Sometimes, when a family became too numer-

lous, it divided from the reft, and formed a new
tribe J and at other times, feveral tribes finding

themfelves too weak to refill a common enemy,
combined together> and acknowledged one coai«

Imon chief.

This primitive form of government, which has
lever fubfifted without alteration among theArabs,
is at once a proof of their antiquity, and the lit-

tle progrefs they have made in civilization and
refinement. Their iheiks have ftill a kind of pa-
rental authority, and this ofi[ice is hereditary,

in certain families, without adhering however, to
the artificial and unnatural rights of primogeni-
Iture.

.This multiplicity of petty fovereigns, has indu-
bitably its incoRveiaences ; but a;^ wars are not
.VoL,XliI. Bb veiy



tl76 1IIEBUHR*S TRAVBLS.

very frequert^ in a country where property m
iniall, it is counterbalanced by fuperior advan-
tages. Their contells are eafily terminated, and
caiily excited.

But that there are radical defefts in their go-

vernment, cannot be denied, elle why ihould the

people, in a country naturally rich and fertile, be

uncomfortably lodged, ill-clothed, and ill-fed,

and deftitute of alinoft every elegance of lif(^>

The caufes, however, fully account for the effcds.

The poverty of the wandering Arabs is evident-

ly involuntary. They prefer liberty to wealth j and
paftoral fimplicity to a life of conftraint and toil,

which might procure them a greater variety of
|

gratifications. Thofe living in cities, or employ.

cd in the cultivation of the land, are impoverifh.

ed by the exorbitant taxes exaiSted from them.

The whole lubftance of the people indeed is con-

fumed in the fnpport of their numerous princes and

priefts, who are too proud to work, and too necef-

litous to maintain themfelves without aflillance.

It might be expected, that the Mahometan re-

ligion would have been preferved in itshigheft,

purity in Arabia, which was its cradle j but thi«i|

is far from being the cafe j and there are as many
diflferent feds of MufTelmans as there are of

I

Chriftians.

The Mahometans in general do not perfecute
j

jnen of other religions, except in a few inftances
j

and therefore Jews, Banians, and Chriftians,!

though not much efleemed, are tolerated. They|

are not fond of making profelytes j but when
one voluntarily offers, they are obliged to receive]

him, and even to provide for his maintenance.

Poffigamy is Certainly allowed among thel

'Arabs J but it is only the rich voluptuaries whofc

charaders
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charaftcrs are little admired, that pra^tife it, iu

its full extent. They even think it, in general, a
privilege more troublefome ihan agreeable. l>i-

vorces are lei's common than are generally believ-

ed J
and they are leldom for very llight caufes.

Tlie Arabian women enjoy a great deal of liber-

ty, and often much power in their families.

The domedic life which the Arabs lead, is fo

vacant and unvaried, that they cannot help feel-

ing it irkfome. Their natural vivacity therefore

prompts them to feek amufement in coffee-houfes,

markets, and other public aifemblies. It is no
doubt to divert the taedium of a fedentary life,

that the people of the eatt are fo addi6ted to Imok-
ing. The Arabians, notwithHanding the natural

drynefs of their conftitutions, and the warmth of
their climate, are very fond of tobacco. They
generally ufethe long Perlian pipe, and ufe forae

odoriferous wood with the narcotic herb.

Pilau, or boiled rice, is the common food cv6Ti

of the moil eminent llieiks in the defert. Coffee

is almoU univerfally drank j yet in Yemen, where
it chiefly grows, they fuppofe it to be of too heat-

ing a quality, and therefore prefer the hulks to

the kernel of the berry.

The common people eat Durra bread, which
they knead with camel's milk, oil, butter, or

greafe. This has not a very agreeable talte to
llrangers j but habit renders it tolerable.

Though the drefs of the Arabs is as fimple as

poflible, fafliion, even here, teaches them to vary
it after numerous modes, and to call in the aflift-

ance of ornaments, either as indications of rank or
marks of perfonal vanity. The head-drefs, how-
ever, is the moll coftly, and that which enables

them to difplay their tafle to the fuUcll extent.

B b 2 Ja
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In hot countries, cleanlinefs is effcntial to
health. The common people, however, who rea-

fon little, or trouble themfelves about remote
confequences, would be apt to forget this ; and
therefore the injundtions of religion remind them
-of their intereft and their happinefs. The Ara-
bians obferve the precijpts of the Koran with the

moil fcrupulous exactitude. In their purifications

and ablutions, they go to an extreme.
Though it cannot be fuppofed, that literature

lias made any very conliderable progrefs in a

country where manners are fo fimple, and emula-
tioti fo rare, the Arabians do not wholly neglect

education, and they are great admirers of poetry,

Their early hiftory records many inflances of the

eftimation in which they held this art, even be-

fore the days of Mahomet : and at prefent they

have poets who ftill cultivate this divine fcience,

and are rewarded for excellence in it.

The beft poets are among the Bedouins of Dsjof.

A fbeik of that country was fome years fince imr

prifoned at Sana, who, obferving a bird on the roof

of a houle, recollected the opinion of thofe pious

Muflelmans, who think it meritorious to deliver

a bird from a cage. He deemed himfelf equally

entitled to liberty as the bird, and expreffed this

idea in a poem, which his guards learned by heart,

and which becoming generally known, at length

reached the monarch's ears, who was fo charmed
with it, that he fet the compofer at liberty, though

he had been guilty of various a6ts bf robbery.

Arabia contains abundance of the domeflic ani-

mals common in hot climates. They have hbrles,

mules, aifes, camels^ dfor^edarieS| cows^ bu^aloes,

Iheep, and go^ts*

M
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But of all the animals, it is well known that

the Arabians put the greateft value on their

horfes. Of thefe they have two great branches,

the Kadifchi, whofe defcent is unknown, and the

Kochlarti, of which a written genealogy has bee»
kept for two thoufand year*?.

The Kadifchi are in no higher eftimation than
our common European horfes, and are ufed as

beafts of burden j. but the Kochlani are employed
folely for riding, and are highly efteemed. They
are (aid to derive their origin from King Solo-

mon's lludsj and are certainly animals of great

mettle and perfeverance. They are alfo amazing-

ly fwift, and this gives them their chief valuef in

the eyes of the Arabs.

Thefe Kochlani are bred chiefly by the Bedou-
ins, fettled on the confines of Bafra, Merdin, and
Syria, in which countries the grandees will not

condefcend to ride horfes of any other race. Thtf

utmoft care is taken to keep the blood pure and
uncontaminated J and the legitimacy of the pro-

geny muft be afcertained before fvvorn witnelfcs,

who would think it the moll heinous crime to

prevaricate in refpeft to the defcent of a horie.

There are two breeds of afl'es in Arabia 5 the

I

one fmall and iluggifli 3 the other large and fpU
|rlted, and confequently highly valued.

Of camels there feems likewife to be feveral

Ivarities, both in lize, colour, and difpofition. The
dromedaries of Egypt and Arabia have only one
hunch on the back, and are rather to be diftin-

guifhed by the eye than by defcription from the

Icamels.

Buffaloes are to be found in all the marfliy

Icountries of the eaft, and on the banks of rivers.

[They aje even more numerous than the horned

B b 3; cattle.
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eattle^ and are certainly better adapted to tlio

clinjate. The Arabians have a method of forcing

the feqnale buffalo to yield a pnore plentiful fup-

ply of milk, by tickling her j a cuttom which the

ancient Scythians pra^tifed on their mares,

The oxen and cows of Arabia have a lump op

bunch of fat upon the flioulder, immediately over

the fore legs. Thefe animals are feldojp in very

good condition 5 for Arabia has no meadows for

pafturage, and even the grafs becomes parched be-

fore it has'acquired the luxuriance proper for mak-
ing hay.

On the lofty hills of Arabia Petrsea, are rocl;

goats. The plaips are flocked with gazelles.

The hare is not a common animal here 5 but iii

the fandy tracks are numbers pf jerboas, or Phar

yaoh's rats, whofe fleih the Arabians eat.

In the forefts of the fouth of Arabia are nu-

merous troops of taillefs monkeys. They are ex-

tremely docile, and eafily learn any tricks that

may be taught them, for which reafon they are

^1 high repute among the jugglers in Kgypt.
Of carnivorous animals, the moft formidable

in Arabia is the hyjcna. which attacks manor
bead with the fame ferocity. It marches put

from its folitary recedes only by riight ; and at

the feafon when the natives fleep in the ppen air^

often parries away the phjldren from their parents
|

^de.

The leopard is probably the fame as the pan-

!

tber, the felis pardus Linngpi. However, the

punce, or fmall panther, nanied in Arabic Fath,

is much more common than the large one j nor is(|

it regarded w}th apy degree of terror im this coun-

try :

'
',"

.'
.

,
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Wild boars^ wolves, and foxes are to be found

in Arabia ; but the moft common carnivorous

animal is a fpecies of wild dog, fomewhat refem-

bling the {ox-, which the natives call El Vavi.

This breed extends through all the countries of
theeaft.

Of the winged creation, Arabia has its fhare.

In the fertile diftri6ts, tame fowls are very plenti-

ful, and all forts of poultry are bred in abundance.

The pintado is not domeftic, though very numer-
ous in the woods. The pheafant is a native of

Arabia, and abounds in the forefts of Yemen,
There are feveral fpecies of pigeons -, and in the

plains, grey partridges are founds

Such an arid country cannot be fuppofed fa-

vourable for aquatic birds j however, it has plo-p

vers and fome (torks. Fowls that live on fifh are

pretty numerous on the coafts of the Red Sea,

among the reft, are pelicans, whofe eggs are as

large as thofe of a goofe.

The Thar Edsjammel, or oftrich, is fometimes
feen in Arabia. Eagles, falcons, fparrow-hawks,
and the Egyptian vulture, are among the rapaci-

ous birds of this country. The laft, the Vultur
Petenopterus of Linnaeus, is extremely ferviceable,

by clearing the country of carcafes, which would
foon become noifome and infe^ious in fuch 4
warm climate.

In feveral countries of the eafl, as well as in

Arabia, is another bird, no lefs beneficial to the

natives. It is called the Samarman, and is rank-*

ed among thruflies by Forikall, who diftinguiflies

it under the appellation of Turdus Selencus. This
bird feen^s to delight in the deftru6tion of locufts

;

and in countries expofed to ttip ravages of thofe

^eyouring infe£ts> it is 9 peculiar favpurite.
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The land tortoife is veiy common in Arabia,
nnd its flefh is eaten by the eaftern Chriftiang

daring Lent. Lizards are of feveral Ipecies 3 one
named Gecko, is reckoned dangerous.

Arabia contains feveral forts of ferpents, the

bite of which is mortal, unlefs timely antidotes

are ufed. The moft deadly, however, is the Bae-
taii, a fmall, flender creature, fpotted black and
white, whofe (ling is inftant deftru^ion.

M. Forlkall found many new fpecies of fifli in

the Red Sea ; befides numbers common to other

countries. In their palTage through this fea, they

faw troops of flying-filhes, which rofe from time

to time above the furface of the water.

The Arabians, inhabiting the fliores of the Red
Sea, live almoft entirely on fifties, and even ful-

tain their cattle on the fame food. Yet a living

filb is feldora to be feen on iliore, as they are in-

ftantly killed by the filherman, in conformity to

fome MulTelman law.

Arabia, partaking of the joint advantages of hot

and temperate climates, produces the plants com*
rnon to each. The indigenous plantsofArabia have
hitherto been fo little known, that M. Forikall

was obliged to invent names for thirty new gene-

ra, not to fpeak oi the doubtful fpecies, whicli he
diiril fcarcely arrange under any known genera.

That indefatigable botanill, defcribcd no fewer

than eight hundred plants, natives of Arabia. Of
the common vegetablesit is impoflible for us to give

any account. Some, however, deferve notice for

their novelty or value. Among the odoriferous

plants, are Ocymum, a beautiful fpecies of Bafi-

lic. Inula, Cacalia, and Dianthera, of which laft,

M, Forlkall difcovered eight fpecies.

Some
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Some of the moft beautiful flowering plants

are ipomcea ; pancraticum, or fea da^odil, a

flower of the flnefl white ; and hibifcus, with a

flower of the brighteft red, and fingularly large.

. Among the economical plants of Arabia are

orache, which is ufed inftead of foap ; a particu-

lar kind of rufh, wove into fine carpets j the in-

digo ihrub 5 the common kali j and many others.

All Ample nations ufe vegetable remedies, of

the virtues of which they have a traditionar}', or

experimental knowledge. The Arabians have

alfo medicines of this kind, which they have
ufed from time immemorial. Of aloes and eu-

phorbia, it is needlefs to fpeak : the different

fpecies of the latter genus are fo numerous, that

Arabia may be regarded as its native country.

In all hot countries, counterpoifons are highly

ftfteemed; and by long experience, the Arabians
have learned what plants are falutary to man,
Und antidotes againft venomous animals. They
feem, however, to be ignorant of the virtues of
ophiorrhiza, which is very common on their hills;

but they highly value the arillolochia femper vi-

rius, which they confider hot only as a remedy,
but as a prefervative too, againft the bite of fer-

pents.

Among the new genera of plants difcovered

by M. Forfkall, that which Linnaeus has, in ho-
nour of him, called Forlkalea, is one of the moft
curious. It grows in the driell places of the

aount.yj and has fmall feelers, with which it

fixes fo tenacioufly on fluffs and other fmooth

I

bodies, that it is torn in pieces before it can be
)femoved.

The fandy plains of Arabia are almoft deflitute

pf Itjreps, pply ^ few palms fvattered here and

therp
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there relieve the eye in thofe extenfive tracks.

The hills> however, in lome places are covered
wiih wood, and many of the trees are of a fpecies

unknown in Europe.
The Arabians cultivate many of our fruits,

which arrive at great perfe6tion. They have fe-

veral varieties of lemons and oranges ; and many
kinds of grapes, though they do not make them
into wine. The Banians have likewife introduc-

ed feveral valuable fruit-trees from India, which
are now naturalized in Arabia. The Indian fig-

tree (ficus vafta) though now very common, does

not appear to be indigenous. Of native' fig-trees,

however, M. Forlkall faw twelve fpecies, not

enumerated by Linnaeus.

Catha, a new genus, is a tree commonly plant-

ed among the coffee fhrubs, and its buds, named
kaad, are equally efteemed by the Arabians, as

betel is among the Indians. To their kaad they

afcribe the virtues of promoting digeftion, and of

fortifying the conllitution againd infe6tious dip
tempers. Yet its infipid tafle gives no indica-

tion of a6live powers.

Elcaya and Keura form two new genera of

trees, and are both celebrated for their odorifer-

ous qualities. The flowers of the latter are fold

^t a high price, and long preferve their odours.

An Arabian tree, famous from the moll remote

antiquity, and yet little known, is that which
produces 4he balfam of Mecca. Our travellers

found one of thofe trees in the open fields, and
under its iliade M. Forlkall firft deicribed the fpe-

cies, which he named Amyris. This tree has no

external beauty j and what is moll fingular, its

value is not known among the inhabitants of

Yemen : they only burn its wood as a perfume.

The
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The Arabians, however, in the remoter parts

of the province of Hedsjas, colle<Sl the baliam, and
bring it to Mecca, whence it is diftributed over the

Ottoman empire. But it is difficult to obtain this

balfam in its original purity here 5 and as America
is. known to produce leveral Ipecies of amyris, it

is probable that the balfam of Mecca may in time
grow lefs in requeft.

The coffee ihrub is fo well known as a green-

houfe plant in Europe, that it is unneceflary to

be particular in its defcription. The Arabians

fay, that it is a native of Abyflinia, and feveral

travellers affirm, that it produces berries in that

country, not inferior to thofe of Yemen. This
plant thrives bell on the hills, in places that are

cool, and not dellitute of moifture. It is a oiif-

taken notion, that it requires a dry foil, and the

hotteft climate.

The Alhenna Laufonia inermis Linn, whofa
leaves are fo famous as a cofmetic throughout
the eaft, is a native of Arabia. With this the

women ftain their hands and feet, or at lea ft

their nails, and think that this increafes their

I

beauty.

Of the genus mimofa, or fenfitive plant, are fe-

Iveral fpecies in Arabia. One of them drops its

branches, whenever any perfon approaches, i^nd

feems as if it faluted thofe who courted its (licide,

JThis mute hofpitality has fo endeared the tree to

Ithe Arabs, that it is reckoned criminal to injur©

lor cat it down. Another fpecies, the mimofa or-

Ifaeta, preferves camel's milk from becoming four

Ifor feveral days ; and the fraoke of its wood de*

[ftroys a worm which fixes itfelf in the fiefh of.

he human neck, and produce« epileptic fits.

Arabia
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Arabia does not produce many poifonous ve.

getables ; yet it has one, the adenia> whofe buds,

if dried and given in drink as a powder^ have the

moft fudden efFe6t to fwell the body in an extra-

ordinary manner.
Though minerals of various kinds are found in

Arabia, it has few precious ftonesj nor does it

appear to be rich in metals. The ancients, in-

deed, maintain that it is deflitute of iron ; but

this is not the cafe ; for at Saade there are iron

mines, which are worked. It muft, however, be

confeffed, that the iron of Yemen is coarfe and
brittle, and therefore of little ufe. In Oman are

many rich lead mines, which ore being ealily fu-

iible, the inhabitants carry on a conliderable

trade in it.

As the ancients honoured one diflri6t of Arabia

with the fplendid title of Happy, it iappears as if

they albribed to it all polfible advantages. Ac-
cordingly, the Greek and Latin authors make
ample mention of the immenfe quantity of gold

which this country produced. That in remote pe-

riods this precious metal might pafs through Ara-
bia into Europe, is extremely probable j but if any

gold mine ever exifted in this country, it is now
loft. The rivulets bring down no grains of this

metal from the hills; nor does the fand exhibit

any marks of fo rich an intermixture.

All the gold, now circulating in Arabia, is de-

rived from Abyliinia or Europe. The iman of

Sana being dil'pofed to llrike fome gold coin, was

obliged to melt down foreign pieces for that pur-

pofe. The gold which paffes from Europe to

Arabia, confifts almoft entirely of Venetian fe-

quins -, and on this account fome of the Arabians

imagine, that Venice is the only country in the

1 weftl
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weft which has gold mines j and others, that the

Venetians are in pofleliiou of the philofopher's

flcne.

Thefe prejudices and popular rumours ferve to

keep up the ancient partiality of the Arabs for

the dodrine of tranfmutation of metals. This
tafte is very general j and moft of the alchemi-

cal enthuiiafis think themfelves fure of fuccefs>

if they could difcover the plant which gilds the

teeth of the fheep that feed upon it. They affirm

that it is common in the vales of Mount Libanus,

and that it is alfo a native of the high hills of
Yemen ; but they either do not know it, or do
rot wifh to deftroy their dream of its fancied vir-

tues, by bringing them to the teft of experience.

So much for Arabia, its people, its cuflQms,

and produce. Our travellers, at laft, embarked
at Mocca for Bombay on the 23d of Augiift 1763,
and proceeded through the famous Straight of
Babel Mandel. This ftraight is interfperfed with
fmall illes, of which that neareft Africa is called

Perim; between which and the continent is a
channel, that forms the common paiTage. In the

outlet between Arabia and India there is gene-
rally a rapid current driving to the eaft, with
fuch violence, as to render it impoflible to keep
any reckoning.

Before our travellers left Mocca, Meffrs. Cra-
mer and Baurenfield were very ill j but were de-

termined not to lofe the opportunity of leaving

Arabia. In the firft pa^t of the voyage, M. Cra-

mer feemed to mend, but M. Baurenfield grew
worfe and worfe. At laft he funk into a deep
lethargy, and died on the 29th of Auguft. As
an artilt, his reputation was very conliderable.

VoL.Xm. Cc Next
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Next day they loft a Swedifti fervant, who had
made feveral campaigns in the fervice of a co-

lonel of huflars. This man was naturally robuft,

and had been fo much inured to fatigue, that he
ridiculed the idea of the hardihips of a voyage to

Arabia j but he funk under them at laft.

The paflage between Arabia and India was
formerly thought very dangerous, becaufe of tho

rapidity of the currents ; and many ihips were
confequently loft on the low coafts of Malabar.
Thefe calamities, however, are little to be appre-

hended, fince an obfervation has been made,
which has been thought new, though it is recorded

by Arrian j that in the Indian Ocean, at a certain

diftance from land, a great many water ferpents,

from twelve to thirteen inches in length, are to

be feen rifing above the furface of the water.

When thofe ferpents make their appearance, it is

a certain indication that the coaft is exa6tly two
leagues diftant; and by afcertaining this, the

danger can be timely avoided.

On the evening of the Qth of September, the

ferpents were for the firft time obferved, and on
the nth they entered the harbour of Bombay.

This ifland, which belongs to the Englilh Eaft

India Company, produces little but cocoa and
rice. The inhabitants are obliged to bring their

provifions from the continent, or from Salfet, a

large and fertile ifland, not far from Bombay.
The fea-breezes, and the frequent rains, cool

the atmofphere, and render the climate tempe-

rate; though the air is infalubrioas, and for-

merly was more fo, before the marflies in the en-

virons of the city were drained.

The city ftands in the northern part of the

iiland, and is defended by an indifferent citadel

toward*
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towards the fea. Ou the land iide the fortifica*

lions are very ilrong, and have been eonllruded

at an immenle expcncc.
'

»

^Bombay contains lome handfome buildings,

which are covered with tiles in the European
falliion. The general Ityle of building, however,
IS neither elegant nor commodious to any great

degree.

The toleration which the Engliili grant to al)

religions, has rendered this ifland very p(jpulous |

fo that the number of inhabitants is fuppofed

to have been doubled within the lall hundred
years. Of thefe the Europeans are the leaft nu-
merous; and as they leldom marry here, their

nXmibers do not multiply. The other inhabit-

ants are the defcendants of the Portuguele, thd

Hindoos, Perfians, and Mahometans.
Our author remarks, that all religions may

jjublicly or privately perform their worlhip here
without interruption ; but the government doea
not allow the Catholic priells to give a loole to

their zeal for making profelytes. When any
perfon is inclined to adopt the profellion of po-
pery, the reafons which influence him mull be
iaid before the ruling powers; and, if they are

judged valid, he is then allowed to profefs hi»

converlion. This permiihon, it feems, is not.

eafily procured for perfons of any coniiderationj

however, the priells make feveral profelyte*

among the Haves, who, being llruck with the

pomp of the Romiih worlliip, and proud of wear-
ing the image of a faint on their breaft, prefer

this fliewy, unmeaning religion to any other.

The antiquities of the Illand of Elephanta have
been mentioned by all travellprs into the eaft,;

The proper name of this iiland is Gali Pouri,

Cc3 M.Nie-
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M. Ncibuhr vilited it three different timeii, in

order to draw and defcribe its curiofities, which,
he fays, have not been noticed with a degree of

attention equal to their importance.

The temple, as it is called, mealnres one hun-
dred and twenty feet in length and as many in

breadth, without including the meafurement of
the chapels and adjacent chambers. Its height

is nearly fifteen feet, though the floor hns been
confiderably raifed by the acceffion of duft, and
the fedimcnt of the water which falls into it in

the rainy feafon. The whole of this valt flruc-

ture, which is fituated on a hill of great eleva-

tion, is cut out in the folid rock. Even the pil-

lars, which fupport it, remain in their natural

pofitions.

The walls of this temple are ornamented with
figures in bafs-relief, fo prominent, that they are

only joined to the rock by the back. Many of

the reprefentations are of the cololTal (ize ; and
though they are far inferior to the Greek de(igns»

they are much more elegant than the remains of
the ancient Egyptian fculpture.

. Probably thefe figures are reprefentative of the

mythology and fabulous hiilory of the Indians;

but the modern natives are fo ignorant, that M.
Neibuhr could obtain no f.itisfadory information

from them concerning thofe antiquities. One
perfon, indeed, who pretended to explain the

cbara6ter of one of the largeft flatues, allured

him, that it was Kaun, an ancient prince, re-

markable for his cruelties towards his filler's

children. This liatue has eight arms; an em-
blem of power, which the Indians ^ive to their

allegorical figures.

To
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To defcribe Inch mullilarious fobjc(5ls In worcU
ivould be impoiiible. There are, however, l*ora«

particulars about them, which prove the lability

of the Indian modes, and alVord poiuls* ot" eoiu-

pariibn between ancient and iiiodern cuftoms.

None of thofe figures have a beard, and only very

jcanty whilkers. At prefent the young Indians

all wear whifkers j and I'uch as arc advanced in

life, commonly permit the beard to grow. The
lips of the figures are uniformly thick, and the

cars are lengthened by large pendents; ornaments
now in common ufe. They have alfo a fmall

cord in the faihion of a Icarf ; a mode now pre-

valent among the bramins.

Several figures, as well male aft female, have
one arm leaning on the. head of a dwarf j from
which it may be inferred, that thofe monfters of
the human fpecies have always been an obje6tof
luxury and magnificence among the taftelefii

great. The female bofom is always perfe6tly

I

round; from which it fecms, that the Indian
faihion of wearing their wooden cafes upon the

breafts is alio very ancient. Many other marks
of fimilarity between the ancient and modern

I

manners are perceptible} but it would be tedious

I

to enumerate them all.
'

In feveral parts of thefe bafs-reliefs, appears the

I

celebrated ferpent, called Cobra de Capello, which
the human figures treat with great familiarity.

Thefe ferpents are fiill numerous in the Hie of

Elephanta J and the natives regard them as friend-

ly to man, unlefs when provoked j though their

jbite is certainly mortal.

On each fide of tliis temple is a chapel, nine

Ifeet high, the walls Of which are likewi/e adorn-

|cd with figures in relief, though on a fmaller

C c 3 icale.
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licale. Behind the chapels are three chambers,
the walls of which are deftitute of fculpture.

In one of the chapels is a iingie reprefentation of
the god Gonnis, ftill in a ftate of pretty good
prefervation ; and thither our author faw the

natives repair to pay U?eir devotions.

The reft of the temple is perfe6tly negle6ted,

and is now become the hamit of ferpents and
beads of prey. It is, indeed, necelfary to dif-

charge firearms to expel thofe inmates, before a
perfon enters. In the hot feafon, horned cattle

refort to the lower chambers of the temple, to

drink of the water depolited there during the

rains.

This is not the only ancient temple remaining

in India : feveral others have been defcribed by
Toyagers and travellers j but none is fo perfeft or

magnificent as that which has juft been under

review.

Such monuments of the ancient fplendor of

the Indians deferve, on feveral accounts, the no-

tice of the learned. The pyramids of Egypt are

not worthy to be compared with thefe pagodas;

nor are they {o expenfive or arduous as works of

art. The pyramids, indeed, appear to have been

reared by the toil of barbarous llavery : the tem-

ples of India are the works of a great and en-

lightened people.

Befides this, the Indians are the moft ancient

of the nations whofe hiftory is known, and have

retained their original inftitutions with the great-

eft pnri^ty. All other nations derived the firft

elements of knowledge from this quarter; and

it may be prefumed, that to acquire a corre6t

view of Indian antiquities, would difFufe a new
j

light oa thofe opinions and modes of worihip,

which!
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whick by degrees fpread over the ead^ and at laft

reached Europe.

M. Niebuhr juftly thinks that an examination
of the antiquities of India, and bringing to light

her hidden treafures of literature, would be the

beft commentary on the books, the hiftory, an4
the cuAoms of other nations.

When our two remaining travellers arrived at

Bombay in September 1763, they were both lick.

It was then their intention to return to Europe
through Turkey, as foon as the Hate of their

health, and opportunity would allow them.
M. Cramer, however, gradually finking under
his complaints, departed this mortal life on the

10th of February, at Bombay, notwithftanding

the moft afliduous care of a Ikilful Englilh phyfi-

cian ', and our author alone remained of all his

illuftrious affociates.

. This melancholy circumftance damped the fpi-

rit of more exteniive travels 5 belides, on him de-

volved the care of all the colle6tions they had
made, and, independent of a regard to his own
perfonal fafety, duty pointed out to him to pro-

vide for the fafe conveyance of their papers to

Europe, by the moft fpeedy means. A journey
through Turkey, however much he might wim
it, the ftate of his health abfolutely forbade;

and he at laft determined to take a paflage to

England in the firft Ihip that fhould fail. Mean-
while, till fuch an opportunity fliould prefent

itfelf, in order to gratify his curiofity, he em-
barked on board an Englifh fhip for Surat.

On the 24th of March 1764, they failed from
Bombay, and anchored for a fliort time ofFMa-
him, a fmall town in the northern quarter of
the ifle, where a member of the council refides.

An incident happened here which difplays the

miliary

S!

I



2g6 NIEBUim'S TRAVKLS,

military fpirit and judgment of the t*ortuguefc.

Proud of their ancient conquefts, they regard the;

natives as rebels, and being on terms of conftant

hollility with them, they dare not navigate thofc

Teas without a convoy. A ihjall fleet of mer-
chant fliips, from Goa to Diu, under the protec-

tion of two frigates, appeared one evening oft*

Bombay. In the night a brilk firing was heard,

and it wa^ imagined that the Portuguefe were en-

gaged with the Mahrattas. In the mornings
however, it appeared that their exploits had
terminated in the deftrudion of a quantity 6f

bamboos, from thirty to forty feet high, which
the filhermen had fet up in a fa.nd bank, to fa-

cilitate their bufinefs. It aUb appeared, that the

valliant Portuguefe had taken thefe poles for the

mafts of a hoftile fleet j and, to crown their glo-

ry, the admiral was compelled by the governor

of Bombay, to recompenfe the filhermen for tha

damage they had received.

On the 26th of March they arrived at the

harbour of Surat, at the difta nee of three Ger-

man leagues from the city. They landed at Do-
mus, a village difl;inguiilied by the refidence of

fome confiderable perfons^ and particularly by an
immenfe Indian fig-tree, which is held in high

veneration. This tree, the ficns vatta, has al-

ready been mentioned in the account of Arabia.

It may be proper to add, that it grows to a great

age, and that when the primary Item is decayed,

new fliGots are continually arifing to nourifli the

top of the tree.

At Domus they hired a kind of vehicle, called

a Kakkri, which carried them to Surat through

a very dry country, fo that they were almoft

blinded in clouds of duft. This city Ibnds in a

- - larg«.
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large and fertile plain, on the banlcs of the river

Tappi. On the land fide it is encompaffed with
two brick walls, which divide it into the inner

and the outer town. The citadel Hands within
the interior, and is divided by trenches from the

common dwellings.

The larger houfes are flat roofed, with court*

and gardens, in the oriental ftyle -, the houfes of
the common people have pointed roofs, and make
no great figure. The fquares are large, and the

flreets fpacious, but deflitute of paving ; fd that

the duft is infufFerable. Each flreet is furnifhed

with its particular gate, to prevent commotions.
At Surat, provi lions are plentiful and che^p ;

and notwithdanding the heat of the climate, the

air is wholefome. In March the thermometer
fometimcs flands at 98 degrees, while in May
it flands at 93 at Bombay^ though two degrees

ferther fouth.

One great inconvenience belonging to Surat, is

the fand banks that fill the river, which prevent

Ihips from failing up there. A general tolera*

tion, however, and other local advantages, have
rendered this place extremely populous. By
fome it has been computed at a million of fouls

;

but this is certainly over-rated.

Though there is no hofpital here for human
beings, the benevolent Indians have a place of
reception for animals which are maimed, or
turned out as ufelefs from age, and keep a phy-
fician on purpofe to attend them. Our author
faw, in this receptacle, a tortoife which was blind

and helplefs, and faid to be one hundred and
twenty-five years old.

The environs of Surat are beautified with gar-

djcns^ tlie fineit of which is that belonging to the

Dutch
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Dutch Eaft India Company. Its afpeCl Is ricli

and charming.
To obtain a correct idea of an Indian garden,

M. Niebuhr vilited one, which was formed by a
late nabob, at the expense of live hundred thou-
fand rupees. This garden is of confiderable cx»
tent, but is deftitute of regularity, and has no-
thing in it after the European tafte, except foun-

tains and ponds; the relt is a confufed medley of
buildings and fmall orchards. Among the edi-

fices is one of great dimcnfions, with baths and
faloons, highly ornamented, in the magnificent

llyle of India. Other buildings.are appropriated

for. the women 3 but, all feparated from each

other. What (truck our author particularly -was,

the paffage from one fuite of rooms to another,

by communications fo narrow and intricate, and
fo pbftru6ted by doors, as to afford a melancholy
proof of the jealoufy and miltrull that mar the

enjoyments of the unfortunate great in defpotic

countries. In vain does man look for bappinefs

or fecurity, when he is oppreifed with the confci*

oufnefs that he is an enemy to his fellow men !

M. Niebuhr wiihed to take a plan of Surat

:

but he found the Europeans in India more jea-

lous than the Turks and Arabians. The very

national charafter feems to be altered here.

The Englifli governor of Surat forbade a French-

man to live in a lofty apartment, which com-
manded a view of the citadel. At Mocca it was
reported, that an Arabian merchant had lan-

gui(hed for years in the prifons of Batavia, mere-
ly for having the curiofity to take the dimenfions

of a cannon.

A great commercial city, like Surat, muft ne-

ceflTarily be peopled by men cf different nations.

Th»
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The Mahometans, the native Indians, and the
principal trading nations of Europe, all mix
bere^ and purftie their refpedlive avocations with-
out interfering with each other. The Englilh,

however, are at prefent the actual fovereigns of
Surat. They keep the nabob in a ftate of vaflal-

age, allowing him only an income to fupport

th^ parade of his condition.

The great trade carried on here renders thiii

City the llore-houfe of the mod precious produc-
tions of Hindoftan. Hither is brought, from
the interior parts of the empire, an immenfo
quantity of goods, w^hich are tranfported to Ara-
bia, Perfia, the coafl of Malabar, the coaflof Co-
jromandcl, and even to China,

Ship-building is alio carried on here to a con-
fiderable extent. They ufe that very durable

and excellent wood, called Toek, of Avhich material

veifcls will lad near a century, and be in a condi-

tion fit for fea.

Next to the Engliili, the Dutch have the moft
conliderableeftablithmentat Surat ; but their trade

is on the decline, fince the Englilh obtained the

afcendancy 3 and the affairs of the French are

ftill in a warfe condition. The Portuguefe, th^

original lords of India, retain only the Ihadow
pf trade here ; fo fluAuating is power, particu*

larly of that founded on commerce.
AH perfons of diftinftion at Surat, and indeed

through the greatell part of India, fpeak and
write the Perlian language ; hence this has be-
come the falhionable tongue at courts, and is

abfolutely necellary for the difpatch of public

buiinefs. In trade, however, corrupt Portuguefe

is ufed, which is as general in India as the Lin-

gua Franca is in the teyant.

a Our

ill

I

i
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Our author enters on difquiiitions^ relative t«

the religion and manners of the Indians; but, as
he advances nothing new, though his obrerva-

tions bear the marks of talents and fidelity, in a
general work like this, we mull pafs them over.

But before we conclude thofe truly valuable

travels, we cannot refrain laying before our rea-

ders the Ihort hiftory of fome others, who were
engaged in nmilar fcientific purfuits in the eaft

;

particularly as there is a melancholy coincidence

between their fate and tiiat of the Daniih party,

if we except M. Niebuhr.
The lovers of genius and talents will iigh,

when they refledt, at how dear a rate information

or entertainment has been purchafed for them.

Some years before our author fet out, the king

of Sardinia had feleded a fociety of learned Ita-

lians, whom he fent to travel in Alia. At their

head was Donati, a man of very extenlive know-
ledge, and pofTefTed of the requiiite firmnefs and
adivity of fpirit. He had courage which no
danger could fubdue, he had perfeverance which
no ditfieulties could overcome; and though,

owing to fome difagreement with his alTociates,

they parted in Egypt, and left him to proceed

alone, while they returned to Europe, he purfued

the objects of his miffion with unabated vigour.

Having reached Damafcus, attended only by an

Italian fervant and an interpreter, he was impa-

tient to fail for India, and finding no fhip, he

embarked on board a fmall open ikiff*, in which
he propofed to fail to Mangalore, on the coaft of

Malabar.
'

The fatigue he underwent in this perilous at-

tempt, threw him into a fever; and he diet^

three days before tlie veifel reached India* h^-
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fore his death he diftributed money to his fer-

vants to carry them home, and requeued that

his papers and colle6tions fhould be forwarded to

the viceroy of Goa, that they might be tranfmit-

ted to the Sardinian court. This it feems was
faithfully performed J but, in 1772, no returns

had been obtained from the Portuguefe viceroy,

in whofe hands Donati's efFe6ts were lodged by
his dying diredtion. Our author met with one
of the Arabs, who was on board the vefl'el in

which Donati died, and he vouched for the fide-

lity with which his requeft was attended to.

Another learned traveller in the eafl, whofe
adventures were ftill more extraordinary, was
M. Simon, a French phyiician, and a great pro-

ficient in natural hiftory and aftronomy. He ar*

rived at Aleppo near the fame period, and from
thence went to Diarbekir, to profecute his re-

fearches. Here he took up his lodgings with
the capuchins, the only Europeans in the place;

but difgufted with their mummeries, in a fit of
defpair, he refolved to turn muifulman.
Though the Turks have a high opinion of

European phyficians, M. Simon now found him-
felf neglected, as if the change of his religion

had divefted him of his profeflional Ikill. Weary
of Diarbekir, he returned to Bagdat, where he
fubfifted by the pra6tice of medicine and the falc

of drugs. To gratify his natural tafte for botany,

he was continually making excurfious in the ad-

jacent country j and in one of them he was car-

ried off by a Perfian khan, who forced him to

prefcribe for him; and becaufe he did not fuc-

ceed, baftinadoed and imprifoned him.
The fucceflbr of this khan being ill, drew the

phyfician from his cenfinement, and was reftored

Vol. XIII. Dd U$ ^
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to health by his care. This, however, only

proved a new fource of misfortune to the ill-

fated philoibpher. His tyrant refufed him per-

million to return to Bagdat, and carried him
with him in all his campaigns in the late civil

wars in Perfia. In one of thofe expeditions, the

khan was furprifed, and M. Simon and the

whole party were flain.

In M. Niebuhr's voyage to Europe, no circum-

fiances occurred deferving notice. He was re-

ceived in his native country with the diilinftion

he deferved, and, excluiive of the hiftory of hit

own travels, he performed a farther fervice to

the literary world, in arranging and publifhing

the difcoveries of his learned and lamented
friend, M. Forikall.

/

;end or vol. xixi*
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