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THE

LOTTERY EVIL
IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

Dear 8lr,

The lunKiiitiulo of tho lottery ovil in Montreal liaH drawn

the attention of the beHt rlaHHeH of the population to the

matter, with a view that it may he 8tanipe<l out.

At the present time an artive (>ainpaiKn is \uAn\i wn;;e<l

against the evil; a case in hein^ fou};ht in th<* <'ourlH, and

hostile petitions are bein^ ('ir('ulat<'d, and have ln*<»n nunier-

oosly sif^ned. These petitions and others (»f the same pur-

port, formally endorsed hy (he labor <»rpini/ia(ion known as

the Knights of Lnbor, hjivo Ikm-ii |m»s(M>te<l to ParlintntMit iit

its present session. They ask tluit the law be amend<Ml so

that developments such as are now in evidence shall be

impossible; that the lottery features shall be eliminated,

and that in short the autliorixation of the law be with-

drawn from enterprises which have sprung up, but which

were never in contemplation by tli<? law-makers of this

country. These Art Unions flourishing in Montreal can be

shown to be nothing more or less than lotteries of the

worst type. The sworn evidence already adduced in the

courts in this city, and the facts set forth in the sub-

joined newspaper articles, clearly d<>monstrato that in the

actual working of the Art Unions, practices have been io-

troduced of a distinctly illegal nature.



Apart, however, from thn Wun\ iut|MM't of the rime, there

U tho morni nich*, which iiivllcN thi^ rloN*N( iit tent ion.

Them* lotterion nri> ii drniii U|m>ii the n*Moiirr(Hi of tho

poorer oIhhm'N of the |N)pnliilioii of t'liiiiuliu Thin v.\i\nn,

more thnii aii}* other, in teiiip«H| h.v the proN|N>('t of whnt

to thcMii in rotiMiilen fl n forliiiie. in wiiiiiiitK tlie liirK<'r prixen.

Money in conntnntly luul niiiMiNlentiy N(|Uiindere<l in tho

purmiit of prixoM mMdom won.

The mngnitiicle of the evil in preNentetl in the aceompiiny-

iug tnhle, ronipiitMl by tlie Montreiii Htar, ufler itn iMlitom

haci made n puinNtakini; and exact calculation of the coo-

ditionM:

—

A KKW LUITKItV AND I'Ol.K Y MT.\riN'm.M.

MonUanl Iim Utr«« I tttflHM »od Utur iMilloy i<«lnlilUliiii«uu.

KmeU jPMir Ultra am »t l«Mi I U) lnltKrjr ilrdwlng*

.

KacIi jTMr Ibart* mtf 'l,tM iHillcy ilrnwliig

Tra iMHipU (wnlrlbttl* lo lh« liilt«rU» Niiniuilly Mitiir f i.ltu.iwo.

Of thiw ium |i«rtiii|w IimU In kIvwii Imii k In prUi**,

fl.onu.iuii uf iHillrjr lli'hola UTx Milil rvi'ry ymr In |M-o|ila< «li<i pny from Ini rant* !<« on*
dolUraplatw for llii>«, ami imw ii ohartar li«» l><««ii ||rniil««l for •till aiioOirr loiiar/.

From the Montreal pa|N>rH aino Iuih lM>«>n taken a correct

deMcription of (he vai-ioUH nietliodH of ganiMinK practiced

by thcM* Hocalled Art I'uionM.

LOTTKHIKH IN Till': KTATKH.

The ex|)erience of the I'nlted Ktaten with lottery enter-

prifie«—and it cannot be Haid tliat the eHtabliNhnientM in

Montreal an* anything; elne— in both intercHtin); and inntrnc-

tive to recall. For the purpoMe of illuMtnition, the caNo of

the Kentncky Lottery may be clioM«>n.

When that concern wan (l^htinft for itH life in the courts

of that Htate, and when, finally, tli(> illeftulity of itN ex-

{tence woh Hhown in a judgment in the Court of Appeals,

the deliverance wan accompanied by thin opinion:

. , . "a privilege which tendH to foHter and encourage

a spirit of gaming; is productive of injury to the people of

the Commonwealth, and is against common right.*'



On Hi>|iIi>iiiImt 2:1. IMHO, lion. P. W. Ilimlin. Attornoy-

OcniTiil for the HIiKc of Kcnliirkv, in ii iHIrr to Mr. An-

thony ConiNtork. |NiNt oflli'f inH|NH'tor. New York, miitl nf

i\w Krnliirk.v liiitlt-ry:

—

'Tmlcr the iruim* of ii rlnirlty, nnd lli«> firotoxt of a U*nn\

pnnrtion. it roliM I he poor, iuhI iilluroM with fiilM* ho|N*«, iin«l

IcikIm to ruin liolli yonuK and old. il in iiKitlnNt publif

policy and pulillr m<<rulM."

Tin* Knprcnic <'ourt tif the TnlttHl HiatcN l« on riMHird

nKiiiiiMt loilrrii'N I'viMi niort* cniidiiitinilly. In the cam; of

thf riHiplf VH. Htonr (an ap|N>nl from MinNiwiippi CourtM)

tho Court of hint rffwirt in tlio t'nitnl Htatcn held "that

lottoH«>H arc dcniorali/.init in I heir ctTfrtH, no matter how

carrfullif rvffuhitnl."

And aitain. in lli«' nanir raiM* it waM adjudtinl:

—

"Tliry (lottcri«'Mi iir«' a H|NMii>K of ({iiniblinK and wronic in

tlu'ir inllucnn>M. Tliry dinturlt (lie rlii>rkN and lmlanri*H of

a wcllord«'n'd roniniunity. Kori«>ty liuill on Nurh u founda-

tion would alnitml of nrrcMMity lirin^ forth a i»opulntion

of MfNTUIatorH and piniMfrH, living on tin* «'X|NM'tation of

what chancf nii^lit award th«'ni from tlic arrumulution of

othiTH. tN'rIainly tin* ri^lit to Hlop ilii>m Im ^ovcrnnKMilal.

ami to tn' vxrrriMi'il al all Hihim hi/ thimr in i»nrrr at their

diNcrction.

"Any on«'. thcrrforr. who an-cptH a lottery charter d<M««

HO with the implied underHtandiU); that the iHiiph' in their

soverei)(n capacity and through their pro|M>r!y conititut<Ml

nuthoritieH nuiy take il hack at any time, when the public

giKNl Mhalt r<>4|uir«>, and tliiN whether it he paid for or not."

n

TRK DUTY OF CANADA.

How much more, then, would it Im> the duty of u govern-

ment or of parliament, in view of the hiHt utterance, to re-

peal a charter not obtained expreHt«ly for a lottery; but
which ban been «> proNtituteil that nil the evil conditioim

noted in the judgmentM cited apply to the practical opera-



tinitu iiihIit n\U'\\ a rhiirl<>r of (Iicm* »m> ciiIImI Art Ciiioni

nor/ iloiiiK hiiMiiioNN in Moiiiri*(il.

TIh* LoiiiNiiiiiii l.oHciy of tlii> riiildl Ktii(«>M (linl ii iiiituriii

flmtli at (h<* <*x|»inili«»ii of Mk Hialc fliai'tiM*; and Hh (frm

nf «'XiNt«Min> I'volvnl Hiirli «'vil I'i'miiIIm that no powiM* roiild

In* priM'iinMl to oxtfutl it, «>vimi I»,v attrniptrd puri'liaito at

oxorliitant IlKim'M.

Toda.v till' niaiJM of tli<> Initod Htat<'M an* tIommI ai^ainnt

Hci.v lottery rndTpriMt . Paprrn from t'anada, rontainin^

liHtN of Miii'li (IniwinKH aH an* N|NM>iallv <*x<>nipt in the I'ro-

vinn> of (^mcImt may not Ir^ally be Hfnt tlinMif^li the Amcri-

fun niailH.

If, afti'r all ItM yrarr* «»f lottery exp«*rleu«'e, tin* I'nltiMl

HtateN t'oiirtM ami the I iiiteil SiiiteH authnritieH dn'ni it

cNiM'ntiul, win*' and for the well lieinp: of the nation to ^4ternl}'

repreNH all lottery enterpriMen, it ill l»e«'onieM t'anada

—

Vkliere. rightly or uronKfnIly. the impreHHion prevailH that

our HiamlanI of piiblir moraln iH higher—to tolerate a iini-

verKiilly admit te«l evil, or to extend any leuiHlative Hanriion

whatever to any HrhemeH which may he and in Montreal

are now l>ein^ worked out to Mipply all the evil <'ondition*4

attaihintt to a rejjularly ronHtiluted and openly i'«mdiuted

lotterv inMlilnlion.
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LOTTKHIKS.

(From the Montn-al Daily WitneHH, tM. .11. 181)8.)

The ire rream man, inMtead of H<*llinK hlH dainty at a cent

n (Mip to the nt>WMlioy, toHM«>M a rent with him. ^^^''"K ^ini

two eupft if he winn, an<l nothinf; if he loneH. The raflling of

econdhnnd bieyeleM brinjjH many into touch with Ktunbling,

an lui aveniKo of over a huntlred ticketi are sold for every

bike BO dinpoHed of, and more than the hundred are ap-

pealed to to buy. When no more In taken from the ticket

bayem than what the article is worth, as is the case with

ice cream, and, as may be the case with the bicycle, it i»

commonly called a square game, as the players in the ag-



ling,

Ivery

ap-

Icket

lit is

ag-

gr«\mif4' g<>t iiM= full V4ilii(* of (heir ntnkoH, niid tlio holder

grtH tlir vtiliK* of Mm goiNU. To call it thin, howovor, t(>nds

to oliMriiiM' tli<> <>HN«>iilial iiiiiiiorality of tlH> trati»*!U'tion. A
man Iuin no right to riMl; thf money that ho liaN in a game
of rhani-i' or to r<'ri>|vc what h«' gainM thcn^liy, and what he
luiH in no way rarncd. M«>n. howcwr. do not. aM a rulc»

troiililc thrniHi'ivrN iiliont hucIi al)Htra<t princlpJt'H. tlu>y only

H(H> thai ganu'H of rhanrr rr<-af«' in men a paHMion for more
and (hM'|M>r play, which nilnH nim'H Mvcm. If a man wInM at

lli'Mt he waiilH more; if he Iohcm at llrHt he countM that with

fair play and average luck; he Iuim only paid for a Wetter

chance of winning the next venture. TIum laxt concluHion,

of courne. in falhiciouH. for the fuel thai a penny may have

eonie down lieadH live limeH in HUcceMnion can have no

inlluence over IIh iwinlingH on I he next throw, and another

head is um likely to lie turned up uh Ih a tail. lt<>HideH tluH

faliiouH hope there in the pleUHurultle excitement Mtimulaled

liy the poHxiliiliiy of great gain, only for short intervaltt

counteracted by the depreHsin); thought of poHsilde Iohh.

For the young gaiidder. at least, has the power of almoHt

entirely ciislin^ to the winds such thoughts Ity dn'anis of

an enormous fortune. This excitement ^rows on the gam-

bler till it not only stimulates his thought, but entirely

engrosses it. The cifiillrmed gandtler or speculator l<»s«»«

the ability to work regularly for snuiil gain, as he has not

only lost the habit of work, but has ^uinttl and lost large

sums of money so easily that it seems as if hon<'St work wa«

a hopelessly slow way to fortune.

The monthly lottery of the Koyal Canadiam Art l'ni<m,

Limited, has just come into pinminence through the jirrest

of those who carry it on. on the charge of k«'eping a gnii-

bling hous<'. The largeness and freipiem-y of its annount-ed

transactions show what a vast influence such an institution

can have, mM only over a single city, but over vast n-gions

of country. So jjeneral is the knowhHlge of the evil «»ITect

of a lottery up<m a community that they are prohibited

by the gambling laws of nearly all countriei*. Monte Carlo
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is now the only open gambling hell. Bookmakers have

been allowed at horse races, as it is thought the betting

encouraged racing, and so better the breed of horses. Bet-

ting debts, however, are not recognized by law, and cannot

be legailiy collected. To encourage art in Quebec art lot-

teries have been legalized by the Federal Guvernnient,

that is, lotteries in which the prizes are works of art. Hence
the Uoyal Canadian Art Union. At its monthly drawings

this union offers works of art to the value of |48,000. Each

of these pictures is held at a certain price, and the winner

can either take the picture or sell it to the concern at the

value marked on it. Imagine a hundred thousand dollars a

mouth, over a million dollars a year, being spent in Mont-

real on works of art! Would not our community soon be-

come well endowed in that respect? Needless to say, the

pictures are seldom called for, and a mere money lottery is

the result. Art can do nothing to ennoble the vicious prin-

ciples of the lottery, and to associate the two can only de-

grade art, and the community which on such a subterfuge

legalizes an evil. In like manner religion is not only dis-

honored, but degraded to the gamblers' standard, when
used as an excuse and cloak for gambling, as is so often

done at church fairs by fish-pools, lotteries and tombolas.

It is for those who dishonor art and religion by making
exceptions to the law, which accept them as excuses for a

vice, so to amend the law as to prevent this excuse from

rendering nugatory the whole law.

It is interesting to consider this monthly drawing as a

money speculation. Every month tickets are put on sale

to a value of one hundred thousand dollars, and every month

prizes to the value of forty-eight thousand dollars are distributed.

This gives a profit of fifty thousand dollars to the concern

every month, of which the customers are deprived. On an

even bet the chances of winning are one in four. Or, in

other words, it is as if one should bet two dollars to one

that a cent when tossed would land heads. The

oftener one bets and the larger the amount staked the



more certain the loss. In this lottery there are four capital

prizes of |1,000, |2,000, |4,000, and |10,000, respectively.

These, indeed, look tempting. Think what day dream»
the poor boy or girl can build on a fortune of ten thousand
dollars. Now consider his chances of winning such a prize.

It would take one hundred thousand months, or eight thou-

sand three hundred and thirty-three years, steadily paying
in a dollar a month to make the payer's chance of getting

the ten thousand dollars' prize as good as his chance of

not getting it and then there would be as good a chance
of not getting it as of getting it. In other words, he would
have to pay in a hundred thousand dollars and suffer anx-

iety for more time than the world has lasted before he
would have had as good a chance of getting that prize as

of losing it.

(From the Montreal Daily Star, Nov. 1, 1898.)

The Royal Art Union at 238 and 240 St. James street,

despite the proceedings taken by Mr. John A. Grose on Sat-

urday, is again doing business.

It fact, it went on as usual on Monday. That was the

day of the monthly drawing, when some $50,000 worth of

"works of art'" are distributed.

It is stated that the wheels, returned to the officials of

the Art Union, were put in possession of the lottery people

without the consent of Mr. R. G. Smith, the lawyer for the

prosecution.

PROSECUTION NOT CONSULTED.

"This is the most extraordinary proceeding I ever heard

of," said Mr. F. H. Markey, of the firm of Smith X- Markey,

who have the conduct of the case for the prosecution, to

a Star reporter this morning. "We know absolutely noth-

ing about the application until we saw the statement in the

Star last evening. Such a thing was never done before,
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and I cannot imagine that these machines have been parted

with by the authorities. In a recent case against the bucket

shop keepers the defence fought hard to have the books

of the business, which had been seized by the authorities,

returned, alleging that, unless they were returned it would
effectually stop them conducting their business. The Magis-

trate in that case absolutely refused to entertain the appli-

cation, and the books and papers of the bucket shop keepers

were kept in court for two or three weeks, and were only

returned when the proceedings were dismissed. In this

case, it appears that these lottery instruments have been

returned to the defendants on an ex parte application, when the

prosecution was not heard."

In order to show how widespread is the lottery and policy

business in Montreal, these facts aid in arriving at an un-

derstcanding.

A FI]W LOTTERY AND TOLICY STATISTICS.

Montreal has three lottery sind four ''policy'' establish-

ments.

Each year there are 2,504 policy drawings.

Each vear there are at least a hundred and ten lottery

drawings.

The people contribute to the lotteries annually some
$2,460,000.

Of this sum perhaps half is givt n back in prizes.

Six millions of policy tickets are sold every year to peo-

ple who pay from ten cents to a dollar a piece for them.

And now a charter has been granted for still another

lottery.

The methods pursued by the Royal Art Union have been

fully described in the Star. There are a number of other

places where simil.ar drawings are conducted. Montreal's

full list of lottery establishments, all doing business under
federal and provincial charters, is as follows:

The Society of Arts of Canada at 16GC and 1668 Notre
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Dame Street. Drawings weekly and monthly—Lottery.

The Royal Art Union at 238 and 240 St. James Street.

Drawings daily and monthly—Lottery and policy.

The Promotive of Arts Association, 48 St. Lawrence
Street. Drawings daily, weekly and monthly—Lottery and
policy.

The Canadian Artistic Society, Limited, Craig Street,

near the corner of St. Lawrence Street. Drawings daily

—

Policy.

Societo des Ecoles Gratuitos des Enfants Panvres, 80

St. l-,awrence Street. Drawings daily—I'olicy.

The Colonial Art Company. Just iucorporateil and not

in operation.

The lotteries on Notre Dame and St. Lawrence streets

are run much on the same principle, but there is greater

elegance about the one on Notre Dame street, where the

weekly and monthly dr.awlngs are held at Ji.JiO p.m., on

Wednesday. In the course of visKs to all the establish-

ments mentioned, a Star reporter bought a, ten cent ticket

for the weekly drawing at The So<iety of Arts of Canada,

at 1G«(> and 1«(J,S Totre Dame street. At half past three

he wandered into the establishment, and found a number
of peopl<» roaming around with ill-disguised im]>atience

looking at the really valuable paintings, which are displayed

on the three Hats that com]>rise the company's j)remises.

In this establishment an ettort has been made to make
things look as they would be expected to look in a place

which is devote<l first to art, .and, secondly, lostering a

taste for art, by drawings of pictures. It is almut the only

place of its kind where such care is taken, and a number

of the paintings are well worth seeing. At a little after

half past three, the little door which barred the stairs was

opened, and the crowd streamed up. It was, as it is in

every one of these places mentioned, a most miscellaneous

gathering, in which well-known citizens were cheek by jowl

with some of the toughest specimens of humanity known
in the city. As a rule, they were very self-possessed, and
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with the exception of one or two youngsters, apparently

did not care a cent as to whether they won or not. Chairs,

in regular rows, occupied the greater part of the room, and

in the empty space left at the end stood a table, at which

sat a youth, a young lady, and a man of middle age, all

connected with the establishment evidently, and two such

well-known citizens as Mr. E. J. Major, of the Major Manu-

facturing Company, and Viscount H. de La Barthe. The
youth was engaged in twirling the dials that enumerated

the lucky numbers, Mr. Major called these out in English,

and Viscount de la Barthe in French, and the two other

people were engaged in registering them. The drawing

apparatus consisted of five nickel stands. Each had

a revolving wheel and a stationary index point.

Each wheel carried numbers from one to zero, so

that in all they could announce as high as 99999.

Only 331 numbers are drawn, however, for that

represents the number of prizes offered. First, a hundred

prizes of five dollars each are drawn, and these are awarded

to the first hundred numbers indicated by the dials. Then
the two thousand dollar prize is drawn by the next number
indicated, and then a series of &mall prizes is drawn again,

and so on. In addition to these there are 2,G90 approxima-

tion prizes of two or three dollars each. That is: 100 prizes

of three dollars are given for the fifty numbers above and
the fifty numbers below the number that wins the first

capital prize.

One hundred prizes of two dollars are given for the fifty

numbers above and the fifty numbers below the number
winning the second capital prize. Five hundred prizes of

two dollars are given to the 250 numbers above and the

250 numbers below the number winning the third capital

prize. Nine hundred and ninety-nine prizes of two, dollars

are given for the numbers finishing with the last two figures

of the number winning the first capital prize. Nine hun-

dred and ninety-nine prizes of two dollars for the numbers

ending with the last two figures of the number winning the
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second capital prize. How much monej the pro-

moters of this lottery may make out of it may
be figured out when it is considered that, in addition

to the chances they have of not having the big prizes come
out, they find solace in a rule of their own making, which
reads: "A winning scrip, when exchanged for others in a
coming distribution, is accepted for half of the value of the

prize." This practically means, as every one wants to ex-

change the scrij) for money value, that only fifty per cent,

of the face value of the prizes announced is paid to their

winners. But th<' winner is entitled to a picture or a num-
ber of pictures said to represent the value of the prize

drawn. The company announces 3,029 prizes of an aggre-

gate value of f10,006, when in reality they only make them-

selves liable in cash for 15,03.'?. At this rate, should all

of their 100,00(» ten-cent tickets be sold for each drawing,

and the usual custom of cashing winning tickets be fol-

lowed, they wouhl make ^5,000 each drawing, less the ex-

penses for running the enterprise. However, if they do

not sell them all, they run a chance of keeping some of

their capital prizes.

The following circular is sent out by the company, of

which Mr. H. A. A. Brault is managing director:

NOTICE.

*'To disseminate the taste for arts in Canada and make
the works of artists popular, it was not sufficient to exhibit

such works, however fine and rich they might be, but it

also became necessarj' to spread these productions through-

out the country.

"The problem to be solved was to reduce the cost of the

paintings to the lowest ])ossible figure.

"This was an easy matter for the Society of Arts. Being

placed in special and altogether exceptional circumstances,

it was in a position to obtain from its artist members as-

surance that their paintings should be offered at compai'a-

tively low prices.
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"Moreover, it placed its picture galleries within the reach

of all.

"Every one has not hundreds of thousands of dollars to

afford himself the luxury of a painting by a master in the

art, but what cannot be done individually can be accom-
plished by means of an association.

"Now the law allows societies of this kind to make dis-

tributions of paintings and drawings, by lot. Any dis-

tribution by lot among the members or ticket holders of

any incoriioratcd society est.'iblished for the encouragment
of art, of any j>aintings, drawings, or other works of art,

produced by the labour of the members of, or published by

or under the direction of such incorporated society. (Fed-

eral Statutes.)

"The society, from time to time, mak(>s such distributitms,

to the success of which the public will no doubt be eager to

contribute for the ])altry sum of 10 cents. Each subscriber

is given a scrip which not only entitles him to compete in

the distributi(m, but will also give him the privilege to

purchase paintings at a reduction of 5 per cent, on tlie jnices

fixed by the society, should the holder of such scrip come
out with a blank in the drawing.

"The holder of a scrip entitling him to one or more paint-

ings has the privilege to make himself the choice of his

paintings. Vov instance, a person to th<" lot of whom falls

a ^2.000 painting will not only have the choice between

the f2,0()() disi)osable paintings, but can also, if he prefers,

make a selection of diirer'^nt paintings to the extent of

12,000.

"There are among the members of the Society of Arts,

artists whose fame must some day become very great. Over

sixty among them ha »e been exhibitors at the Salons of

the Champ Elysees s nd the Champ-de-Mars, several have

obtained the highest honours, are knights of the Legion of

Honour, medallists and hors concours."

The Society of Art of Canada has a school of drawing and

painting, where lessons are given free. This school opens
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for the season on November 8. The demaud of udiuissiou to

this school must be personally' presented.

ON THE MAIN STREET.

A ticket was also taken in the "Promotive of Arts As-

sociation," at 48 St. Lawrence street. This, in addition to a
lottery, runs also a "policy j^anie'' twice a day. The sur-

roundings are not nearly as nice as tlujse on Notre Dame
street, an<l the pictures are not so artistic. The way of

drawing is almost similar to that of the lirst named place,

only the discs containing the numbers are attached to one

stand, and they are made to circulate by means of a lever,

which is drawn by a small boy. The crowd here was not

so select as that present on Notre Dame street. The gen-

tlemen who acted for the people of the count ly, and watched

the numbers as they came, were Messrs. J. II. Wall oi-,

agent, and E. 1*. Martin«'au, merchant. The number of

prizes ollered is s^' lar to that of the Society of Arts, biit

in this <*ase it .^ore evenly divided between the direct

prizes and the iipproximation prizes, and the drawing tala'ii

longer. The total amount of the prizes they oiler is just

half of that ollered by the Society of Arts. They also put

out at every drawing flO.OOO worth of tickets. Four thou-

sand nine hundred and ninety-nine dollars is the sum which
they give back for the $10,000 they receive each week from

the lottery, if all the tickets be sold. Out of the remainder

of |5,000, they have to pay expenses.

The Promotive of Arts Association weekly drawing taKes

place every Wednesday afternoon.

The "policy" is worked on the same system that is used

at other places. The ticket which is given the purchaser

is, save in the title, the same as that given by the Royal

Art Union, bears exactly the same working, and states that

the association was incorporated by Letters Patent, Oct.

7th, 1896.

Tickets are sold by a lady at a counter to the left of th«3

entrance. At the end of the office there is a long, low
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The.v occupy the tables, and every visitor is solicited 1o

buy a ticket. The prices of these tickets range from five

cents upward. When the time for the drawings approaches,

a man who appears to be of some authority in the place goes

to each of tlie agents and hands him an enveloiK?. The

agents make up their lists and enclose their returns in the

envelopes. At the back of this room, which can also be en-

tered from St. Charles Borroinee street, is a stairway lead-

ing upstairs.

It is in this upstairs room that the "policy " drawing'*

take place. The room is not exa«tly a model of cleanliness.

The front is railed off, and behind the railing is a table with

the wheel containing seventy-eight numbers. The drawing!

take place at 2 o'clock in the afternoon and S o'clock in the

evening.

ML'SIC IN THIS.

The Canadian Artistic Society, Limited, does business

on Craig street, near St. Lawrence, and has presumably for

its object the promotion of music as well as art. Th»' busi-

ness of the Society is transacted in the same nuinner as at

the other ])laces. There is an office down-stairs for the sale

of tickets and a place for the use of the agents. The
drawings take place here twice daily, at V2.'\0 in the after-

noon and at 7.30 in the evening.

The drawings take place in the same manner as the usual

''policy" game by means of a large hollow wheel, with a glass

side and little rolls with printed mimbers. These are taken

from the wheel by a boy who has been blindfolded. The
result of each dr.aw from the wheel is announced <aloud by

the operator of the wheel and is posted up by an assistant.

The ticket which is given the purchaser is similar to that

given by the other establishments, with the exception of

the first paragraph, which mentions "musical instruments"

instead of " works of art."
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Act'ording to the ticket the Society haH been iiieorporateti

by letters patent, December 24, 181)4.

This establishment does a very large business. The prizes

are slightly higher than at the other places, but tla* agents

complain that they are n<»t given such a high percentage

as the other "policy-shops" give.

There is yet another "poliry shop." This one is situated

at 80 Ht. Lawrence street, just above Vitn' street, and is

known as the "Hociete des Kcoles Oratuites des Enfants

I'auvres," which lengthy title ln'ing translated means that

the obje«*t of this institution is to provide free schools foo

poor children.

This place does a large business, and has a l:irge class

of patrons principally fr*»m among the labouring class»'s.

The principal drawing tak«'s place at half |>ast eight o'elot k

every evening, and is atlend*^! by a. large gath'Tln;.:.

TIh' pric" of the tickets range from live cents to one dol-

lar, and the prices arc about I he same as the other places.

The Hociety occupies a large flat, and the room in which

the drawing takes place is often taxed to its utmost capa-

city in order to accommo(hite those who attend. Tnliko

the other jilaces of a like natur«'. this Society «loes not

have a lottery atta«hed. and the business is contined to a

straight "policy game."

That there is (piite an inccune to be had in the sale of

the various lottery tickets is shown by the enterprise of a

man who has open<>d a st<»re on St. Catherine stre<'t. near

St. Lawrence street, the sole object of which is tin* sal"

of the tickets for the various lotteries and '*poli<y" games.

Uere can be obtained tickets for every game and evei-y

drawing, and the proprietor appears to be mak<ii<: ;i com-

fortable revenue from this source.

OPINIONS ON LOTTERIES.

Mr. J. Cradock Simpson spoke as follows: "The lottery

evil as it exists in this city is demoralizing in the extreniv^.

LTnder the pretence of fostering and encouraging the love-
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of ni't anions our cilixciiM, tlicHc Hori(>ti«'N and iiiiioiiH carry
on a ^ainliliii^ l»iiMiii«'MH |»un> and Hiniplc Tlie pirhin>H and
workH of art wliirli llir.v appniiHc at a wis lii^li valnr ar-;

nni in n-aliiy worth onr i|nart(T of thai Muni. and aM a ruh»

thf HiirrcMHful ticket hold<M'H do not rar«« to nirry Ihoni

away. In caHc thry do not want the |iirtnn'or Htatur, ih<>n

they are ^iven the option of arieptin^ half the fare valn«

of what their ticket \h\h drawn in canh. Necdh'MH to nav,

very few pe.»ph* cnrry away the ho caHed works of art. when
l»y piinj; to another wicket ilicy nuiy obtain half its eqniva-

h'lil in ready cash. If these societies really wished to pro-

mote and enconrap' art in onr midst, why do they not con-

fine their operations to the sim|t|e otVerin^s of pictures or

other works of art as objects t«> he sou>;ht after? The fact

that they oiler money to the successful ticket holder m
proof enough to me thai they are trying as much as pos-

HJhle to keep within the law and yet evatle it. It is a p;ood

thiny: that they know they are hein^ watched, and n raid

now and then caiiinot but produce a whidesome ••IVect."

MONTKKAI/S LOTTKHIKS.

rublic opinion on Their KxistiMice—The Keturn of Those

WheelH.

(The Montreal Star. Nov. ."». ISJJS.i

The ()uestion of Montreal's lotteries is taking bi^ place

in the public min<l juMt now. and much discussion iu to \»:

heard rojiardinj; thes«' institutions.

The nia)!nltnde of the operations <'arried on. an revealed

by the aocouiit in Monday ni^lit's Star, was a revelation to

tlioHo of our citizens, unaware of how Htr<»n^ tlu' passion fo»*

this particular jjanio of chance becomcH implanted in the

breast of the lottery devotee.

The lottery devotee is willin;; to take long chances, pro-

vided he can win once in a while. A small sum won keeps

him nibbling, looking for the capital prize. Of course he

may never get it, and as a matter of fact, in the vast majority
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uf ciiMOM, (locHii't. Hut lio|N> Hpriii^M r(«>iiiiii. and (Im* iu

vi'Htiiii'iit Ik kept up, to (lie prolh of the loilnvuiaii. >vIioh«>

buK«' gaiuH ar(> uiadt' up of HUiall huuih, iiiMi^nillcaiii in tlifpi-

Hi'lvcH. but ver.v lar^t' in tlu* a^t^n'^aU'. It iH a Maf«' aHMunip-

tion, lio\v«'V<'i', that many of the invcMiorH in the loit«*iy

lickctH rannot alToid tliiM leak in tlifir inioni<*. and a Hiudy

uf tli«' plavi'M wliiM'c flify i-cHuii will ronviiicf oii«' of tUi;^.

There in u deuiuruliziuK teudcucy iu ihc cIumo pui-Huit ut

the flckli- fortnn«' wlili h alwayK hoouih tnntalizin;;ly at lii.nd.

That UHHet'tiuu upplien to all if^ulai- jiarlii-ipantx in pinu'rt

of clianrc. It applies as niurli lo the lot (cry devutct* as tu

tin* pei'HonH cliooKiup; any otlirr form of a ^anililc

THE "HEIZEU" WUEEL«.

That any of tin* Hocalled drawing wIk-cIs si'i/.rd on lln»

)>i'eniiHi'H of the Koyal Art liiion should Im> i-inirn«-d m

them hrfoiT a hearing of the rase in the I'olirc ronrt has

ai'oused more than oidinary intei-esi in all portions of ih>'

rity. Disrussion is heaid on all sides in refeimce to thin

art of tin- Couil. <Mi the informal ion of Mf. .loliii A.^Iiosc.

chief of the <irose Secret Servire. it will lie rrmembered.

seizure of the two wheels Was made on the stirn^lh of a

search wunant. It Htuted that to the belief of the romplain-

ant. <ertain wheels, lists of di-awiu): «aids. tickets, etc

more readily uuderslood, weie they named instiiimeiits oi'

Hie trade, wore in iho rooms of the .\it I nion. SI. .lames

str«*et. and re<|uest«Ml in the interests of justice that ihry

be seized. It was alleged that these were used for ^am-

blinjif, .\fter a discussion <»f the fads the Police Majristi-ate

atlixed the si^miiiire of the ronrt and anlhori/ed the seiz-

ure. Fri«hiy afternoon, about the o'clock, and with iIm-

intention of preventing: the drawings which were to take

place an hour later, a dean sweep of the paraphernalia was
made, and the evidences a^^ainst them placed under lock and
key with the lTi;;h f'onstalde at the (.'ourt House. Only a

few hours aftorwnrds, or to bo more exact, at 1 p.m. on Sat-
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iinliiy, tho liii'f(('Ht of lh«' Htiid wIi<'<>Ih whm in itM plii«-<* utcain.

Tin* (Iniwin^'H niiiif otV lliiil day. foliowrti l»y 4»iif of (li«*

);n'iil cvnitH of tin* vt'iii-, I lie OcIoImt iiioiillily (iiiiwiiiK on

Mondiiy. I'niriinilly then' wiih no rr^Miilion lo iIk'M' dniw

inKH. wliirh ilicroiiri Im luiilioi-i/ln^ the Hci/.nn* a«'i|UH'Hr«>d

in till* imoImiImIIiv of their lecaliiy. Mr. Lafonlain<>, on

(li«> day of ilw rtMurii. Haid iIiIh Mti'p wjik lalvtMi by liini at

till* n*<|ncHl of .Mr. I(irk<>ll. I he laanap'r. mid Mr. Itiirhanan,

to (fnai'd I lie <-ily a^aiiiNi poHHiblr Iohh. V'i'Mli'rday la* nlat-

vi\ liin rt-asons more fully. Tla* fart of tia* Hri/.nrc wan to

olitain I'vidcnrc. Tlw \vImm>Ih, IJHtH, rardn, tirkciM. «'tr.. liad

Ihnmi l»roii^;lii iM'fori* liini. and tJM'ir |ir<*Hcn<-«' roiild not Im>

dcnifd. Mr. (iroHc took tla> r«'s|»onHil»illty. Ah to tla* fact

that h(> had allo\v«>d Mr. ilickrll to iak«> liack hin whcrl

to raity on the sana* hasincHH wliirii tin* Court waH at-

t«*ni|»linK to ronvin liim on. .Mr. Lafonlainc said la- liad

done thiM in what la* ronsidrrrd tin* ini<*r«'stH of the |m>o|i1(>

thrniHflvcs. lit' diHtinn ly slated that tlie wheel had \nt\u-

l»aek lor the hi^ nioiiihly drawing only. Mr. Iliekell jia 1

ple<lp'd his word to return it at its ronelusion. Had the

tickets for this drawing; not been lueviously sohl l>y th'

Art Inion people, he wraild not have ^iven it to them. Ah
it was. In' held the peoph* had bonjjht tiekets and would be
prevented from drawinp their pri/.en. and they, and lad tla-

fompany. which had alreaily taken in the cash from their

Hale, would be I lie losers.

INTKKKST IN LUTTKKIKS.

The number of people in this city who daily ]»articipa*e
in the various ••Policy" jramts, whi«h are conducted here,
would cause considerable surprise* to any person who took
the trouble to 1nake an invest ij;at ion. Of course, nnmy
p«'«.ple are viMy willing to make fortunes without any jjreat

effort on their part, hence any H«hena» for making; "easy

'

money (i.e., gamblin}; winnin^H) in sporting parlance. Is

jjfenerally well followed. Many youn^ men empl<»yed in the

th(

fh(

nn

in
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variotiH hiiHinoMH cHtabliHliiiientH down town indui^c in a

jMtliry (irkri daily. I'layin^ lliiH Hlylc of ^ani** Iuih many
advanla^cH over I lie ordinai'y lott<>ry; one do<'H not liavt* t'l

wait very loii^' to know the rcHiiltH of the drawiiiKH, and

iImmi ap:aiii the pri/.t* Homcliim^H ^aiiK'd for ten mitH i-cprr

HcntH •I'lil^' ii |;ood iiivcNtnifni. However, one does

not H«'e all the people who play tlit> ^ame at the

dniwin^s ; the attendance at the diawin^s merely

represents ai small proportion of those who hav<'

tickets ill them. The majority «)f tickets are evidently sold

at the many ci^ar stores which have them on sale.

\\ Idle all the tickets holders are not present at the draw-

injf«. yet there is always a j;oodl_\ niimlier present at eser.

(hawing: in all of the "rolicv Shops." .\ larp* atteiidan •*•

is to lie found al the estahlishmeiit known as "Societe des

Kcoles (iialiiites des Kiifaiits raiivres," which is at Stt St

Lawrence street. Their drawings take |>lace al nine o'clocu

every evening. The Main Street is (piite a busy thoioii^fh

fare at this hour, and the inany promeiiaders inclinh* num-

bers who woo fortune. The drawings take place in a lar^'^e

room on the tirst tloor. and is conducted in jtrecisely the

same manner as al the oilier places of a like nature. The

only ehuuge is ihal a blindfolded imMi takes the numbers

from the wheel instead of a boy.

Tlie crowd al this place is a heterogeneous one. ami in

eludes all sorts and <ondilions of people. There is a fail-

sprinkling of well-dressed |»e«»ple; those ih'W to the place

look rather uncomf(n'table at bein^ in such company, and
those who have been there before regard everybody and

everything; with sanj; froid. .Xiiion^ those present is a lar^e

element of the labouring class, and these people are cl«»se

followers of the game. It is possible to win $\i) for a live

cent ticket, and this appears quite alluring to the minds of

the lower classes. There are always several colored men
there. Your coh»red man is an enthusiastic '•Policy" |»layer,

and not a day goes by that he does not have a ticket or so

in some drawing.
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It is an interostln^f sijjht to watch a drawing. Every

chair in the big room ih occupied, and the HidcH and endK

of the room are filled with Htanding habitues of the place.

ThoHe in the l>ack stand on their chairs so as to get a better

view of the proceedings. When everything is ready, the

sale of tickets is stopped and the drawing is proceeded with

As the numbers are drawn they are announced in English

and French. As the numbers come out there is a straining

and a craning of necks to s<m' what it is. No nuitter how
many numbers a player has on his ticket, he always remem-

bers them, and but sehbmi finds it necessary to look at his

ticket during the drawing. There is very little movement
during the drawing, and, indeed, to the players it repre-

sents a very sericMis business altogether. Orrasionally some
one will br<»ak out with some emotional exclamation if he

has succeeded in winning, but he is generally a novice, and

he soon learns to control his feelings when he wins or

loses. It does not take very long for the drawing, and soon

the people are streaming out of tlu- hall. Then the agents

begin selling the tickets for the next drawing, and the

patrons are again buying.

It may probably surprise most people to know that there

aj-e a great many women who indulge in a flyer at this

*'l)olicy" game, but it is nevertheless so. Of c«)urse, they

are not to be seen at the drawings. They come to the head

office in the morning or the early afternoon, but most of

them purchase their tickets at the cigar stores. There is

one woman who buys her ticket every day at a cigar store

on St. Lawrence street, and she has had considerable luck

in her trials, and has managed to win several good prizes

out of the concern on St. Lawrence street. She is but one of

the many, and the writer has seen many other women who

come into this cigar store and purchase their tickets there.

The selection of numbers has been placed upon a scien-

tific basis by the devotees of the "policy" game, and there

is rhyme and reason in their minds f( >r every number they

select. Dreams are the most fruitful source of inspiration.



21

There are dream bookH for the player. These books tell

the player what certain dreams mean, Jind what numbers

to play after having dreauit of certain things. Some numbers

are lucky at certain periods, and at other times valueless.

Another means of seh^cting numbers is to play those num-

bers which one sees on coming out in the morning, house

numbers, street car numbers, etc. Certain numbers are

lucky in certain "policy Mhops." For insJance. No. 1 and

any number in the 70's are looked upon as winners in |the

Canadian Royal Art Union. In the Canadiam Arlistic

Society 18 is looked upon as a very good number, and any

number of the 40's. Some players nmke a study of the

numbers, and watch when they «'ome cmt. They argue that,

according to the laws of chance, every number will come
out at s(une time or another; anyway, it is bound to (jmie

out. By carefully keeping track of every drawing, and
noting the numbers, they sometiuM's happen to sele«t num-

bers within a few drawings. The steady "policy" seldom

oh.nngos his numbers until he wins, and it is regarded as

bad policy to change numbers until some of them have come
out. Hence a player will play the same number for several

days in succession.

OPINIONS ON LOTTEillES.

Mr. James Crathern, when asked his opinion of the lot-

tery evil, u])held in two terse sentences; "I think it is bad

for the community and bad for the individual. The lot-

tery does not exist for the edification of the young, and

shouid be suppressed.''

MR. R. D. McGIBBON.

Mr. R. D. McGibbon, Q.C., vigourously denounced the

lottery evil. He gave the Star rejmrter a rrsmnr of the

steps taken by the late Provincial Government to close up

all the "art" establishments whicli were not conducting

their business of strictly legitimate lines. As a result, a
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great many of the concerns at present doing a flourishing

business were raided and suppressed. But, owing to a
failure on the part of the Government to support Mr. Des-

noyers' judgment, the adverse decision of the lower court

was reversed in appeal, and the "art unions" were enabled

to open their doors once more. "These unions," said Mr.

McGdbbon, "are simply a subterfuge. They are nothing

more or less than gambling concerns, and the Government

should effectually suppress them once and for all. Their

charter or permit from the Government doe« not allow

them to carry on a lottery business, such as they are doing

at present. They obtain their charters on the pretence

that they wish to encourage art, and the law allows bona

fide art unions to hold drawings by iheir members at stated

intervals. But it does not give them the alternative of pay-

ing to ihe successful ticket holder the value of the picture

he has drawn in cash. Neither does it provide for daily

drawings. The whole affair is cleverly gotten up with a

view to securing immunity from the punishment that would

assuredly follow, if they proclaimed themselves to be lot-

teries. These unions have been sup])n'Hsed on the other

side of the border. Nowhere else on this continent, but

in Quebec, are they to be found, and I do certainly think

the Government should do something towards wiping them

out.

"The effective remedy for the evil would be the amend-
ment of the Criminal Code bv the Dominion Parliament, bv

the passage of a law rendering all lotteries, except perhaps

trifling drawings for charitable purposes of limited

amounts, absolutely illegal. If the Minister of Justice were

approached, he would doubtless recognize the evil and

apply the remedy."

MR. ALEX. ROBERTSON.

Mr. Alex. Robertson, hatter and furrier, said that the

sooner the lotteries were closed up the better it would be

for the young men of the city. "As a rule," said he, "these
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concerns are frequented by those in whom the gambling

passion has been aroused. They do not patronize these

Art Unions for art's sake, but for the money they can get

out of them. Take away the cash inducement, and the

nuMnbership of these art unions and societies would de-

crease at a verv preceptlble rate. It is the money alterna-

tive that increases the membership, and permits these or-

ganizations to do a rushing business. With thnt dont' away
with, the charm of art would lose its h .)ld upon nine-tenths

of the purchasers of tickets. I certainly think the authori-

ties either ought to sweej) these unions and lotteries out

of existence, or make them conduct tlieir business on strict-

ly honourable lines. To do that tliey must eliminate the

very appearance .>f gambling."

THE LOTTERY SCANDAL.

The cheap lottery is the cruellest form of public bedevil-

ment practiced in this day. It fattens on the earnings of

the very classes which can least afford to lose the pittaiu-es

they pay for seats at the table of fate. When the man of

means or good salary "speculates," he may tlu'reby write

himself down anything but wise; but at all events he is

not likely to suffer at once for the loss of his "stake." Hut

to the errand boy who screws out his coppers to buy a

lottery ticket, or the servant girl who divides her poor

earnings with the management of a gaudy game of chance,

the item is a big one; and the loss of the pitiable sums re-

quired may lead to petty peculation or worse.

The vigorous action taken by Mr. John A. (Jrose against

the various lottery schemes which infest our stret'ts has

opened the eyes of most of us to the enormity of the «*vil

in this city. It is estimated that th" people are bled to the

tune of nearly two millions and a half yearly to keep these

institutions going, and tluit <mly something like lijilf this

sum is given back to them in "iirizes.'' H<M'e is fjitness I

Here is an easy way of making a fortune—a fortune collect-
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ed out of pitiful dribblings from the wages of the ver.v

joung and the very poor ! The exposure of the state of

aft'airs in Montreal raises a question as to whether we are

not really worse off in this respect than that long commis-

erated New Orleans—a city whose name has become syno-

nymous with lottery scandal the world over.

Great credit will be cheerfully accorde;] to Mr. Grose for

his effective and public-spirited action. His course is cal-

culated to save the leanest purses and to protect the most
guileless, and to cleanse the name of Montreal from a
shameful scandal. Montreal Daily iitar, Nov. 3, 181)8.

ART UNION AMERICAN CIRCULAR.

Therein it is Styled the Kentucky Lottery.

"The Kentucky Lottery Company" is a secondary title

used under the title Royal Canadian Art Union of this city

on prize lists distributed in the United States.

The first heading is "The Canadian Royal Art Union,"

and then follows the Kentucky title in brackets.

The circular for American consumption is cast on the

same lines as that distributed among Canadian ticket hold-

ers.

But there is one very noticeable difference. As |15,000

is to $10,000, so is the difference between the American
"Kentucky Lottery Company's'' announcement, and the

announcement of the Canadian Royal Art Union.

The Kentucky circular states that ticket No. 48,848 drew

a prize of |15,000 in the September drawing, while the

Canadian Circular places the sum opposite the same ticket

number at 1 10,000.

The names of Hon. Peter ISIitchell, Hon. N. Perodeau and
Hilaire Hurteau are ])rinted at the bott(m» of this American
circular, and it is exactly the same .as the Canadian circular

except in the two particulars noted.
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SOME "EXPLANATIONS.

)>

A copy of the "Kentucky" circular was shown a clerk at

the Roval Art Union rooms on St. James street this morn-

ing in the absence of Mr. Bickel, the manager, who is still

ill in the Wesfern Hospital.

"Is this an official copy of your September drawing list,"

he was asked.

The very polite young man glanced his eye over the list

and replied, "yes."

It was pointed out that the figure given as the capital

prize was 115,000.

"Oh, that's not right," he said. "The capital prize is

$10,000."

A second clerk, who became interested, remarked : "It

must be a typographical error; they often creep into the

lists."

It was pointed out that the words "Kentucky Lottery

Company" were obviously not typographical errors.

"Well, we don't know anything about it " was the last

word of clerk No. 2.

The first clerk spoken to took up the matter again. He
said: "It must be some parties in the States holding draw-

ings on our numbers. That is done. A concern in Montreal

carried it out for a while. They duplicated our tickets and

used our drawing numbers. But we put a stop to that.

This American concern is probably doing business on the

same lines."

Hon. N. Perodeau, whose name is printed at the end of

the so-called American circular along with those of Messrs.

Mitchell and Hurteau, was seen at his office in the New
York Life Building. The differences between the two lists

were pointed out to him.

"I don't care about it," he said. "It is nothing to me.

You can get all the information at the office of the Union
you want about it."

"But the people at the office state that this circular is
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not regfular. Is it not of interest to you to find that your

name is printed at the end of the list as an endorsation of

what the people in the Art Union rooms themselves state

is not regular?"

"I don't t-are anything? about it; it is nothing to me;
I am not interested. It is very j?ood of you to point out

what vou consider a misuse of mv name; but it is no ditt'er-

ence."

"Mr. Perodeau." said the reporter, "is the use of your

name on this list headed the Kentucky Lottery romjjan}^

unauthorized by you?"

"I do not state so," said the Lefpsl'^^^ive Councillor of this.

provin<'e, who, aftei* aj^ain thanking the Star representative

for haviufj; drawn his attenticm to the matter, < losed the

brief interview. Montreal lialtn Star, Nov. 4, 181>.S.

THE HOME OF THE GAMliLEK.

A Boston weekly of considerable influence tells its readers

that Montreal has be<'ome the seat <»f the lottery business

for North America, lottery schemes not. being against the

law in the ]>rovince of (Quebec. \\\' pointed out a few

days ago, fi'om the })rize lists of one concern among us,

that it had a drawing every month, at which it took in a

hundred thousand dollars, and gave out j)rizes to the

amount of forty-eight thousand dollars, thus, to all appear-

ance, leaving the ccMintry the i)oorer by fifty-two thousand

dollars a month, or over six hundred thousand dollars a

year, and corrupting its ]>eople by gambling gains to an

almost ecpuil amount. From the remark of the Boston

paper we gather that our own country is not being plun-

dered and corrupted to this extent, but that through the

shelter which our institutions have Ikh'Ii giving to this sort

of thing, Montreal is getting, like Monte Carht, to be re-

cognized as the gambling house of the continent. A con-

cern having the assurance to call itself the Canadian Royal

Art Union has abroad quite the aspect of being an appen-
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dage of our government. Koyal is aiwa.vH a word to con-

jure with in the United States. Whether tlie bad emi-

nence Montreal seems to have obtained abroad through tlie

machinations of these gamblers is due to the imperfection

of our laws or to the failure of their enforcement will soon

be known, as Mr. ( Jrose seems to be devoting himself num-
fully to the ap]>licati<m to these abominations of

what law we have. One of the most extraordin-

ary features of the i)roceedings so far is the fact

that the lotterv wheels seized bv Mr. (Jrose from the

above concern—implements that are prima facie illegal,

as they can be used for no other ]»urpose than for gambling

—were handed back to the gamblers by the police nuigis-

trate, on a ground that a mouthy drawing was about to

come off before the charge against the gamblers could be

tried, and that without the wheels it would be impossible

for them to keep faith with their ciistouHMs. A magistrate

could only thus abet gand)ling under the idea that gam-

bling is sometimes lawful, and might iu«>ve so in this case.

Such a condition of mind is no doubt due to the fact that

in Canada we are in the habit of seeing the gambling wheel

or its equivalent used for purposes of religion. (Miur<'hes

which encourage gambling otlend and injure both morals

and religi(m, while art, in whose name the same devices are

used readily, degrades herself to being the handnuiid «»f

vice.

MONTREAL'S LOTTERIES.

Mr. Mitchell's Name on the Royal Art tnion's Drawing

List—The Citizen's League Interested.

The Hon. Peter Mitchell was seen by a ^tar representative

regarding the use of his name in connection with the draw-

ing of the Canadian Royal Art T'nion.

The hon. gentleman said that he had seen a notice of

something of the sort, but really could not positively say
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the Art Union people on the subject of allowing his name

to be used by them in connection with the list of drawing.

Mr. Mitchell stated, however, that he has no recollection

«,f any such proceeding.

He added that it was impossible for a man of his age

to remember everything, and that he was not in the habit

of charging his memory with such dM<;ails.

THE LEAGUE INTEKESTED.

Major E. L. Bond, president of the Citi/Ams' League, who
returned from Ottawa on Saturday evening, informed a

reporter for the Star this morning that the League had
intended to use its utmost endeavors to secure the passage

of an amendment to the art work clause at the coming

session of the Quebec Legislature. The amendment would
be to the effect that the clause applied only to hofia pde

works of art of real value; that the drawings should not be

held oftener than once a year, and that the prizes should

not be redeemable in moue^'.

Speaking for the Citizens' League, Major Bond said he

sincerely hoped that the j)resent movement would be suc-

cessful in removing the disgrace to the city which the

lotteries constituted.

The redemption of the pictures was for a time effected

right on the lottery premises, but when the Citizen's League
made their attempt to suppress the latter, some three years

ago, the business of redeeming the prizes was transferred

to an outside agency.

As is generally known, the clause in the lottery section

of the Criminal Code, under which the lotteries in Mont-

real have been oper.ating for the past few years, permits

the d.^tribution oi paintings or other works of art among
^•^ members of any incorporated society for the encour-
agement of art. The actual wording of the clause in ques-
Vwi: is as follows:

•This section (205) does not apply to (?) any distribution
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h-.7 lot amoci' I he meiiibers or ticket bold-^r.^ of any in -or-

porated society established for the encouragement of art,

of any paintings, drawings or other works of art produced

by the labour of the members of, or published by or under

the direction of, such incorporated society."

While the lotteries hold that this exempting clause fully

covers them in their drawings as at present conducted, the

Citizen's League have all along contended that it does not,

and that the lotteries exist in direct evasion of the law.

The point is one, however, which could be appealed from

court to court, and as the expense of such legal proceedings

is beyond the reach of the tinauces of the League, no step

has been taken.

The clause just quoted, by the way, was inserted several

years ago to permit the distribution of genuine works of

art by the Royal Art TJni<m of Edinburgh, which society

held annual drawings for famous paintings among its mem-
bers. Montreal Daily If^tar, Nov. 8, 1898.

HOUSE CLEANING NEEDED.

Fected

league

years

Iferred

lection

iMont-
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The Toronto ^fail and Empire says: "An exposure of a

somewhat startling kind regarding the lottery schemes that

are in operation in Montreal has lately been made. Ac-

cording to the Star, it is estimated that the people are bled

to the tune of nearly two milli(ms and a half yearly to

keep these institutions going; and that only something

like half this sum is given back to them in 'prizes,' and the

Star wonders whether Montreal is not worse ott" than New
Orleans used to be when its name was synonymous with

lotterj' scandal the world over. ^lontreal should have a

house-cleaning, and have it at once."

THE ARCHBISHOP'S VIEWS.

Archbishop Bruchesi, when asked to express an opinion

in reference to the lottery evil, simply said, "I believe in

enforcing the just laws of the land. If these lotteries and
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iirt uuioDH ui'e really violating the law, tlieu they ought to

he HUppreHHed, and suppreHsed etTectiially. The moral wel-

fare of the community denmndH it. You may deinaid upon

it that I Mhall alwayn do all in my power to aHHiHt thoHe

who are Heeking to enforce the lawH of our country."

LAW Ax\D THE LOTTEKIES.

The Section of the Criminal Code Which AIIowh Art TnionH

to Exist—The l^etterw Patent and Their Scope.

The varioUH art unions doing buHiness in Montreal hoasts

that they are in<<)rj)or5ilc<l undi'r the laws of the Domin-
ion of Canada.

That they hav<* seemed inc(»rporation under letters

]>iitent from the Dominion <iovernment is well known, but

the question which the courts will have er«* long to (U'cide

is, whether they have power under I hose letters patent to

<<mduet a lottery business such as, it is allegtMl, they are

conducting.

The fediM'al statute under whieh these companies have
seeured incorporation, in the guise of associations for the

promoli<m and sale of works of art, is Chapter iVJ of the

Kevised Statutes of Caiuida, kmtwn as the (.'ompanies' Act,

or an act respecting the incorporation of joint stock com-

panies by letters i>atent.

Section 'A of this act, whi«h is the enacting ilause,

reads: "The <iovernor-(5eneral in Council may, by letters

patent, under the Ureal Seal, grant a charter to any number
of persons, not less than live, who petition therefor, consti-

tuting such ])ersons and others who may thereafter be-

come shareholders in the company tla-reby «'reated a body

corporate and politic, for any of the purposes or objects

to which the legislative authority of the Parliament of Can-

ada extends, except the c(mstructi(m and working of rail-

ways, or the business of banking and the issue of i)aper

money or the business of insurance."

Section 4 continues: "The applicants for such letters



patent hIuiII givr at leuHt (Hie iiiontirH lucviniiM iioti<(> in
the Canada Uazvttv of iIkmi- intention Umpply for lln- Haine,
stating: (a) The propoHeil roipoiate name of tin* ronipany,
which Hhall not he that of any other known eonipan.v. in-

corpoiat(Hl or nnincoipoiatetl, or any name lialtle to he
confounihMl th«M'ewitli or otherwise on pnhiir grounds «>b-

jeetionahle; (h) the purposes for whieh the in«orporalion
is sought; (c) the phire within t'anada whieh is to be ilH

chief phu-e of business; (d) the prop«»sed amount of ita

capital sto«k, which in the case of a loan «ompanv shall

not be less than f 100.1)00; (e) the number of shares, and
the amount of each share; (f) the names in full, the ad-
dress<-s and the calling of each of the applicants, with
special mention of the names of not more than llflit'n, and
not less than thre«' of their UHMubers, who shall be the tirst

or provinsional directors ui the company, and the majt»rity
of whom shall be residents of Canada."

It will be noticed thjil this statute is merely an i-xecutive

one, providing the machinery by which, in the words of

the third clause, "the persons or others who may ihereafi -r

become shareholders in the company thereby created a
body corporate and politic, for any of the pur|»oses or

objects to whi«h the legislative authority of the I'arliament

of Canada extends."

The alleged legislative authority of the Parliament of

Canada under whi«*h these «ompanies or ass(»ciations apply

for incorporation under letters patent is claimed by them

to be contained in Section 20.") of the Criminal Code passed

bv the Dominion I'arliament in the session of ISO-, which

enacts: ••That every one is guilty of an indictable offence

and liable to two years' im]>risonment, and to a tin«' not

exceeding !fli,000, who (a) makes, prints, advertises or pub-

lishes, or causes or procures to be made printe<l, adv«'rtis-

ed or published, any proposal, scheme or plan for advancing,

lending, giving, selling or in any way disjjosing of smy pro-

perty by lots, cards, tickets, or any mode of chance whatso-

ever, or (b) sells, barters, exchanges or otherwise disposes
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of, or caiiHcs or procurc*8 or nid« or a^HiHtH in, the huIo, bar-

ter, pxclianpc or other (lispoHal of, or offern for Hah', bjirtor

or exchanjjo, anv lot, rard, ticket, or other iiieauH or device

for advancinj?, giving;, k'ndiii^, selling, <»r otherwise dispt^B-

lug of any property by lots, tickets, or any mode of chance
whatsoever.

"F^ery (»ne is guilty of an offence and liable on nummary
conviction to a penalty of twenty djIlarH, .vb) biiyn, takes

or receives any such lot, ticket, or devifi*, an aforesaid,

"Every sale, loan, gift, barter or <'xchange of any pro-

perty, by any lottery, ticket, card or other modt* of chance
deiM»n<ling on or to be determined by I'hance or lot, is void,

and all such prop<'rty so sold, lent, given, bartered or ex-

cliangtMl, is liable to be forfeited by any jierson who sues

for the same by aiction or information in any court of com-

petent jurisdiction.

"No such forfeiture shall affect any right or title to such

property acquired by any bona fidf purchaser for valuable

consideration without notice.

"This sectitni includes the printing or publishing, ov caus-

ing to be print «*d or published, of any advertisement,

scheme, proposal or plan of any foreign lottery. :iii<l the

sale or otTer f<u' sale oi any ticket, chance or sihare, in such

lottery, or the advertisement f«u* sal*', of such ticki'v. ihauce

or share.

"This section does not apply to fa) th>? -iixiRiM'i by lot or

chance of any ju-operty by joint tiMi:uits-or ten.jnts in

common, or persons having joint interests {droit indivis)

in such property, or (b) rattles for pr'ies of small value at

any bazaar held for charitable objects, if permission to 1 old

the same has been obtained from the city of raMnicipal

council, or from the Mayor, reeve op otiier chief otlicer of

the city, town or other municipality, wherein such baxaar

is held, and the articles raffled for thereat have lirst been

offered for sale, and none of them :ire of n value exceeding

fifty dollars; or (c) any distribution by lot among the mem-

bers or ticket holders of any incorporated society establish-
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('(] for tho cncourageineiit of Jiit, of any paintings, draw-

ings or other works of arl produt-t'd by the labour of the

nu'niborH of, or published by, or under the dirertions of,

BUch incorporated sotiely; (d) the Credit Foncier du Has-

Ciiiiada. or to (lie Credit Foiuier Franco-Canadien."

It wonhl doubtless pux/Je the uninitiated to discover

wlicre, witliin tlie bounds of this section of the criminal

law of Canada, a company could tind power to apply for

letters patent to do a lottery business.

It must Im* rcniembered that, though it is charged certain

c(»iiipanies do a lottery business, that is uot, by any nutans,

the object for which they sought incorporation. They are,

so it is represented to the authorities, associations incor-

poiiiteil for the purpose of encouraging the pr(Kluctiou and

sale of works of art, the prodtict of the members of the

association.

With this ostensible object in view, they pretend to tind

jiower under sub-section "C" of the latter half of the section

in the (.'riminal C<Mle above quoti'd, which ex<'m|>ts fi'om

the pains and ]>enalties imjtosed under the first part of

the section "any distribution by lot among the nu'iubers or

ticket hohlers of any incorporated society established for

the enc«)uragement of art. or any paintings, drawings or

(Uther work of art ju-oduced by the labour of the members
of. or ]»ublished by. or under the direction of such incor-

porated society.''

This sub-sect iou In the Criminal Code was not intended
to atlord a subterfuge by means of which lottery couipanies

could do a business. It was designed to promote just what
it says, the production of works of art by the members of

societies f<u'med f<M the genuine jmrpose of producing and
disp<»sing of Avorks of art. and giving them power to dis-

I»ose of. by lot, fine steel plate engravings of works of art
produced by the members of such society.

The Montreal courts will soon be called upon to show
whether or not this is being done.

3
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THE GAMHLlNd BLKJUT.

Even iiioH' corrnpliiiK in ilH iiiHiK'iuo Mum the widely

advert iHcd inoiUhl.v (Iniwiii^H of (Ih> rsiiuidiaii Ko.val Art

Union aire flic dail.v dra\vinp;H. l\\ a vaHl or^ani/.ati(»n,

in wliirli hundr<'dH of |M>(»pl(' must iiartiripatc. I lie (nion

nianap's to sell tirkrtH daily, and announccH the rcHultH of

the drawinpfH to the purcluiHtM-H. For this ]Hirpos(' it iuiH

branclicH in nuin,v barbn- shops, particuhirlv in tht* cast

cikI of th(> rity, and on any <la,v a nnnibcr of p(>opl(> may be

s<HMi (Mi^a^cd cxrlasivoly in th«* sale of ti(k«'ts standing at

the iM'inripal street corners. Uesides tliesr, but not so ap-

parent to the easnal obs<'rver, there are a nnmber of capable

yonnji men who make a business <»f selling the tickets lor

a c4»nimission. Though the commissi«»n is a small one,

they find it a hicrative employment, for so stionji is tho

^amblin^ spirit when once anmsed that the ticket vendors

can connt more certainly on keeping; their steady cnsloia

ers than can the newsboy. In some of the large business of-

fices a rattlinji trade is d«»ne in these tickets daily. As ihe

gambling; spirit «i;ntws, the customer becomes more and
more superstitious. Some pin their faith to series, an 1

will in<reasc their nund)ers hy ji certain amount every

day. Others, having found one number which they con-

sider lucky, will stick to it, and only change the other tw.».

Others, again, will always have their nunibers named v

a friend whom they ccmsider lucky. This last is quite a

common form of superstition among the daily purchasers

of Art I'nion tickets. Any day at the counter of the cen-

tral office nu»y be seen young men pondering deeply wliat

numbers they will try this time. Such senseless supersti-

tion debases the reasoning powers, dethrones the judg-

ment, and defies common sense. Having no basis in

reason is akin to insanity. Financially the daily drawings

are little better as a speculation than the monthly draw-

ings. The Art Union has, however, managed to so arrange

the drawing that not one person in a thousand, even with



lib

hiH al};i.'l)ra lu'forc him, (mhiUI work out tlic balaiirc of

clmnofH, or ju<lK<' how near thi'y may coiiu' to what piinblera

Mpoak of aH fair play. Thciv arc Ki'Vj'iity-i'ij^ht iiuiiil»«'i>' \tu{

in a whcH'!. The phiycr payn five ('<*iitM for the privili'ge of

naming; three iiuinborH. Twelvf nuiii))« i'h arc drawn f''ou»

the wheel, aind if the nunilxM'H named by th»' phiyer ave

amon^ theH«>, he p>tH ten dolhii'H. \\\ <h>ublinK the utaku

the [H'ize \h uIho doul»led, ho that foi' ten vvwin h»' ijels

twenty dollarH, and for twentytive eentn fifty dollarH. In an-

other form of tlu' name the player pays tive eentHtonnme
two numberH, and if thewe are drawn in the twelve he gets a

dollar and a half as prize. There are many other forms,

but these are the most popular. In the tirsi of these, in

which the player names three numbers, the Canadian Uoyal

Art Union takes in |17.3t) for every |10 paid tnit, so making

a profit of ^7.;tO, or 7;J per cent., or in othci* words it has

I'A j)cr cent, of chances in its favor as against the cus-

tomer's. In the two-number game the Art Tnion takes in

$2.25 for every $1.50 paid out, so nuiking a profit of 75 cents,

or 50 per cent. A man would have to be as rich sts Croesus

to play hmg with such odds against him, and even Croesus

would with dead certainty get used up in time.

SCOPE OF THE LOTTERIES.

Business extending All Over the Dominion.

How Business is Done at Points Outside of Montreal.

in

Montreal is now earning a reputation as the home of

lottery combinations which hitherto has been unknown in

a Canadian city.

This is due, in a large measure, to tlie existence here of

no 1683 than five lottery institutions with their numerous

branrhes. These companies or associations have, they

claim, power under the criminal laws of Canada to conduct

their operations. In the guise of associations for the pro-

motion of art and the relief of the poor they have secured
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incorporation under letters patent from the Dominion Gov-

ernment. For years they Lave successfully combatted in

the courts all ellorts for their suppression.

Started in a small way with a local business, these com-

l)anies have steadily increased the scope of their operations.

Among the poorer wage earners in the city are to be

found thousands wlio, every week, contribute a portion of

their hard earned money to these institutions. In the

cities, towns and villages of Quebec, Ontario and the Mari-

time Provinces tliey have established agencies for the sale

of their tickets, and from this business they derive a large

revenue.

I'nder exi)ert management of men who understand the

business, schemes for the extension of these lottery enter-

prises to most of the cities, towns and villages in almost

every province of the Dominion are in contemplation.

The evil effect of the lottery is i)erhaps more clearly

evidenced in Montreal than anywhere else because this (3ity

is the home of so many of these corporations, but the busi-

ness is spreading with wonderful rapidity. Throughout the

province of Quebec there is scarcely a town or village where

one or more of these lottery companies have not agents who
sell tickets for their drawings in ^lontreal.

In the cities, towns and villages of the i)rovinces of On-
tario the business of these companies is also gaining a
strong foothold.

Although they claim to have the right under the crim-

inal laws of the country to conduct their operations, the

])usiness is carried on in Ontario without any unnecessary
display or publicity. Saloon keepers, barbers and small

newsdealers are usually the .chosen agents. They know the

sporting element in the places where they do business, and
it is among that class that customers are usually sought.

In the Maritime Provinces also these lotteries are doing
a large business, but there is no undue noise about it.

Agents are carefully chosen, and the agent usually knows
his customers, and the customers the agent. Everything
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is done in a mannei- lojist likely to attract public attention.

In Montreal the lottery conipanieis claim that the- ilis-

tribut<* works of an only as prizes to the holders of wiu-

ninj»- tickets. Hut how is it in the outside towns? An
agent does the business. The tickets are bought from him,

and immediately after every drawing in Montreal, he re-

ceives printed lists, which he distributes to those of his

customers who have tickets in that drawing. Those hold-

ing winning numbers hand over their tickets to the agent,

and he does the rest.

In a few days the prize winner receives fnnn the agent

the amount of the prize for which his ticket calls in cash.

THE LOTTKUY.

Montreal has become the forus of gambling for North

America, and is beginning l() suiter contempt accordingly.

This is one of those blights which usually settle down on

decaying communities. Louisiana long enjoyed the emin-

ence which we <lo now. but federal zeal, through the lN»st-

Oftice I)e]>aitm('nt. seems to have successfully driven the

curse across the boundary line. As it is presumable that

a great deal of the business done here is done with rhe

United States through the ]»ost-ol1i«e, it is not impossible

that it will <ause comidicalious in otir post-oltice relations

with that country. As local public opinion seems imper-

\ious to shame in the matter, we also may have to appeal

to j)ost-ot!ice intervention for deliverance. The good peo-

ple of the <ity have no knowledge of how the name of the

city is being injured. The so-called art lottery couc^mu has

adopted a title an<l methods of advertising whi<h would

lead the careless abroad to i-egard it as a government c<ui-

<'ern, an<l thei-e ai-e the handbills of another lottery schem<»

on N«»tre Danu' street which calls itself the 'M(Uiti-eal Pro-

vident Institution, created to stimulate economy and sav-

ings by the accumulati<m of ca|>ital from small assess-

ments,' with 'oHices and dejtosits for Mcmtreal,' and issuing

'provident Ixuids,' and il is 'registered with the i>rothono-
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tary of the Superior Court for the district of Montreal and

with the registrar for Montreal.' All this, and much more,

to give the innocent receiver the impression that it is an

authorized and official concern.

We deserve to some extent the reputation we are thus

having dishonestly foisted upon us. When a gambling

den—a ^gambling hell' used to be the common newspaper
expression—was raided the other day, the keeper put for-

ward in his defence a letter from a rural priest who assert-

ed that the concern was run for the benefit of his parish,

and that he had received money from it. It would be

pretty hard to invent a queerer travesty upon religion than

some of the developments of our gambling laws which make
religion a warrant for a vice. This gambling master pays

toll to a clergyman and holds his letter, which, with some
color, he regards as a legal license to carry on his traffic.

The gambler also held a letter from the Mayor, which,

whatever it may have said, was sufficiently favorable to his

business to be laid before the Court as a further warrant for

his business. Another concern when brought before the

courts had its appliances, which, according to law, may
be seized at sight, and had been so seized, handed back to

it on the score that without them it could not keep faith

with its customers. On the whole, it would seem that

though we have some old fogy laws forbidding gambling,

that vice does not labor under the very severe condemna-
tion of either Church or State. Indeed, many of our lead-

ing men have been in one way or another abettors of it.

LOTTERIES AND UAMBLINC DENS.

The Federated Trades Council Tass a Kesolution Calling

I^pon the City Council to Suppress Them at Once.

The Federated Trades and Labor Council met last even-

ing, and express(»d its opinion very forcibly regarding the

lotteries and gambling houses permitted to run in Mont-

real. A letter was read, in which complaint was made
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that people had been robbed quite recently in some of

these institutions. After a spirited discussion the follow-

ing was passed:

"Resolved, that this couneil disapproves of lotteries and
gambling houses, of any description, and that we have
good reason to believe that houses of this kind are per-

mitted to swing clear and flourish in our city, and that no
time can be spared by the authorities for the correction of

an evil that endangers the very lives of workingmen, iiud

is a constant jeopardy for their children. If we have a
law for the suppression of this evil, it should be executed.

If we have not, the City Council should take the subject

into consideration immediately, and the police officers

should do their duty without fear or favor."

TO PROHIBIT LOTTERIES.

The Knights of Labour Will Petition the Government.

Black Diamond Assembly Considers Them a Curse to the
Community.

The regular meeting of Black Diamond Assembly, 1711,

Knights of Labour, was held last evening in their hall,

6f)2 1-2 Craig street, the Master Workman, H. McCamby, in

the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were

adopted as read. After initiating three candidates, the ap-

plications of six others were referred to the investigation

committee. It was resolved that the assembly petition the

Dominion Governiuent to pass a law prohibiting the run-

ning of lotteries in this city or province, under the guise

of art unions or otherwise, as in the opinion of the assem-

bly, they are a curse to the community in general,

ci'cating j)overty and crime. The delegates to the

Central Trades and Labour Council were instructed to

lu'ing the matter before that body at its next meeting. It

was also decided to petition the Quebec Government to

eliminate the special tax clause regarding departmental

stores, as contained in the new charter. The officers were
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iustalled by District Master Workman, Honore (iia\el.

The Montreal Daily Star, Thursday, February 9, 18l)U.

The judgment of Mr. Lafontaine, the police magistrate,

fully committing th«^ manager of the Royal Art Uni(m for

trial before the Court of Queen's Bench upon a charge of

keeping a common gaming house brings the case to a

close as far as the jjrivate prosecution is concerned. ^Ir.

Grose, notwithstanding all the difficulties raised and the

long array of counsel employed for the defence, has suc-

ceeded, and the matter, is now taken out of his hands and

out of the hands of his counsel. It is well that it should

be understood that the full responsibility for the case from

this time forward rests with the Crown. The further i)ro-

gress of the case will be watched Avith keen interest. Wliile

not wishing to prejudice a case which has yet to be tried

in the court we nuiy say that the evidence already brought

out shows the case to hv one of the most imi)oilant liuit

has come before the courts for years, and the public has a

right to insist that it shall receive the attention from the

Crown that it merits.

—

Witiiesfi, Monday, February 27. 1S!)1K

OVERTHROW OF LOTTP^RIES.

A Letter of Encouragement Received From Philadcl{>liia

bv IJIack Diamond Assembly.

The regular meeting of Black Diamond Assembly, 1711,

Knights of Labour, was held in their hall. (WJ2 1-2 Craig

street, last evcMiing. ^tr. Henry ^fcCamby, ^f.W., i)resid-

Ing. A resolution Avas passed reciuesting the Federal Cov-

ernment to enact a law compelling the weekly ])ayment of

wages throughout the Dominion, and a c<numittee was ap-

pointed to go to Ottawa after the opening of Parliament,

at the sam(» time as the executive committee of the Trades

and Labour Congress, and act in conjunction with that

body in bringing the matter before the Cabinet, and urging

on them the imperative necessity of the same. A resolu-
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tion was .also passed nMiucstinj' Ww Water Committee to

lower the water rates to the standard of the priiuipal cities

of the Ignited States. Tlie following letter was then read

from Mr. II. W. Childs, of IMiihidelphia. who was at one

time a prominent merchant of tliis city.

IMiihidelphia, Feb. 15, 180!).

God bless all the nn'mbers of your Assembly for the

great jjood in which they ai-e enj;aged in opposinj; the d;nu-

nable institnti(>n known as lotteries. (Jood luck and God's

blessinjj will follow all who are assist ini;' in the overthi-ow

of this monstrous demon.

—

Mtnitrail n<iili/ Star, Thursslay,

January 12, 1S91).

THE LOTTKHV (WSE.

The prosecution instituted by Mi-. John A. Grose against

the Canadian Koyal Art l^nion has readied a stage where.

the Crown authorities will have further conduct of the

ease. It is relevant to ]>oint out that a former ;ind similiir

trial before the Montreal courts reaclied the same sla;ie,

and was drojiped, because the uewly-iiuide Attorney <;('ii-

eral deeiiu'd it advisalile !< dro]) the case. The confusion

attending a change of Government was ]»ut forward as an

excuse. In the j>resent case, however, no such reason can

be a<-ce])ted to stay the hand of Justice and decide whetlier

or not the lottery and policy features of tla^ "Art rnioiis"

are legal or illegal.

—

Moutniil huUif Shir, Monday, FehiJi-

ary 27, I.SIM).

POLICEMEN AND TOLICY.

^solu-

Tlie (Juardians of the Peace are also Players
of the Game.

'Policy' gandiling seems to have taken a tlun'ough liold

of many ])ersons in Montreal. High and low. licli ;i!id

poor, merchant and mechanic, lawyer and policeman- mU

a]>pear to have joined in the demoralizing game. And the

places where the tickets are sold are legion. In almost
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every quarter of the city u person may obtain a ticlcet, and
for almost any amount he likes to bet. Little, dingy cigar

stores, with one or two boxes, a few packages of tobacco

and some stray pipes; small candy stores, with stale candy
and staler cakes; saloons, restaurants, large tobacco stores

—these are some of the places where this wholesale gamb-
ling is carii :^ on—and carried on openly, too. And what
a hetei jgeneuus set of gamblers they are ! One of the

most curious sights, however, was witnessed the other even-

ing in a little cigar store on a street off St. Denis street,

where three stalwart policemen, who are supposed to be

guardians n^ ^^e peace and morals of the city, entered,

car«'fully s< anr-'il the lisl of 'lucky' numbers drawn that

day. and, flnd'ng u.-y were not winners, deposited their

money fo.' three moi'« Mfkecs, for which they announced
the numbers i, .i 'oud <

<>, then buttoning the precious

pieces of paper up carciiliy , ..•c?Led out of the store with

merry jokes about 'better luck next time' to the store-

keeper. And these policemen were in full uniform, and
carried their batons by their sides. It is by no means an

uncommon thing to see a policeman leave his beat, go into

a 'policy' agency, presumably to look at the list numbers
to see whether he is a winner or not, and then go on 'beat'

again. This is a very bad example to set to the youth of

the city.—Witnvfis, Thursday, March 1), 1809.

THE VICTIMS OF THE LOTTERIES.

The case of the young Belgian, Alphonse Marynissen,

whom a temporary success at "bucking the tiger" in the

shape of '»ne of our too numerous lotteries brought to dire

ruin, illustrates for the thousandth time the unmitigated

evil that these institutions are to the public. This unfor-

tunate youth, it will be remembered, was making a good

living in the legitimate avenues of trade when the seductive

goddess of chance threw him a smile and he made a few

lucky purchases of lottery tickets. Then, he tells us, he

"went wild over the game;" continued to play even after
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his losses became heavy; always expected that the luck

would tui'u; neglected his business; was finally kicked out

of even his miserable ticket agency by the lottery com-

pany; and finally found himself under arrest for obtaining

fifteen cents under false pretences. So much for the

favour of the goddess chance.

The gravest charge against cheap gambling establish-

ments of all kinds is the undeniable fact that they prey

upon the most defenceless members of the community. It

is the youth with little knowledge of the world who ima-

gines that there are run for his advantage lotteries and
gaming houses where he can really get a fortune for a trifie

if he be so fortunate as to choose the right numbers; and
that his chances for doing this are considerable. Conse-

quently the young clerk, the raw country lad, the stranger,

the friendless girl making her own plucky fight against the

world, even the errand boy and the servant girl, are drawn
into the net of the gambling establishment, and there are

deprived of the money they need so keenly. If it were
possible to write the full story of the losses suffered in one

large gambling house, it would be a chapter in re,al life

more dramatic than most of the imaginings of the roman-

<er.-*. It would tell of pilferings from the tills of employers

to make up the losses in the last venture, breaches of trust

by clerks, money stolen by errand boys, and terrible tempt-

ations thrust in the paths of young girls. It is not only

at spectacular Monte Carlo that gaming losses lead to sui-

cide, moral as well as physical.

If it is right to protect the public against medical char-

latans who might deceive the stranger and the ill-informed

into trusting to them when the disease requires the atten-

tion of a skilled physician, then it is right to protect the

joung and the inexperienced from delusive lures which

hold out a promise of a short cut to wealth, but lead rather

to loss and disaster. The community has no right to per-

mit in its midst traps for the feet of the young,

and then punish the young when they stray into

them. The merchant, for instance, who will not
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do hJH share to got rid of tlir };iiinl>lin^ Ij-inptjitions

whicii, ill this city, iM'ilisips, moir thiin in most others,

dazzh' liis nio(h'stly pjiid and fairly hard worked rlork into

risking liis scant caiiiings on tlic chance of huge winnings,

may have tiie law on his side when he conies to iirosecute

that cU'ik for making np his losses ont <»f the oHice till;

but he can liardly have an easy conscience ovei- the atVair.

An admiiahly trained hoy, sheltered in the right kind of a

home, may be safe in the midst of such boy-traps; bnt the

city is full of lads who have not these advantages.

Xor will the city be advantaged by a citizeiishiji grow-

ing amid such surroundings. A gambling «'.\|»erience dis-

courages patient industry and makes oin' dissalislied witli

the slow earnings of honest labour. The Sujirenie Court

of the I'nited States has well said that "society built upon
such a foumhitioii (gambling) would almost of necessity

bring forth a poj>ulation of speculators and gamblers liv-

ing on the expectation of what <liance might award them
from the accumulations of others." The supjuession of

public gambling is nothing but a measure of public jiro-

tcction.—.l/o»//r(// Dailii Star, Saturday, March 11. \><U'.).

Your support is earnestly solicited in having the Law
amended so as to comi>letely wijie out this evil from the

T*rovin<'e of (iuebec.

POLICY GAMBLINd.

An Evil that Even ' liummies ' Wish to Suppress.

It is ahnost certain that, if tested in the courts, 'policy'

gambling would be declared to be illegal, under the revised

code, mainly the work of the late Sir John Thompson. The

fact that no such test has been, or probably will be. ap-

plitMi, demonstrates the need of a public prosecutor, accord-

ing to the suggestion recently made by dudge >Vurtele.

Evidence abounds on every hand of the desolating eflect

of this special form of gambling, which has been introduced

into Montreal comparatively recently. Just who is re-

sponsible f<u' its introduction could not be easily ascertain-
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ed. but it is known that coincident with the sah? of •pol-

icy' tickets there appeared a number of 'sports' in certain

l>reinises on Craij? street who appeared to be associated

with the new enterprise.

Thousands have been bitten by this form of fjamblinp:.

Those wlio sutler most are classes who can least alloi'd to

lose anytliinj;. The ^ame tlourishes best in the working

districts of the city. In the latter every cij^ar and t-heap

candy store olTer the tickets to theii- patrons. The com-

mission allowed by the j)romoters is twenty i)er cent. There

are numbers of small stores in the west end of the citv,

pailicularly ahm^ the line of Notre Dame street, which
make a clear protit of from twelve to tifteen dollars a week
s-'lling tickets to workiiij;-meu. The niana^ci* of a lar^e

industrial concern in this nei};hborlioo(l, whi<'h employs

several hundred ujen, has done his best to demonslrat<' to

his workmen the folly of having anything to do with a

swindle which only olVered to its victinis one chance in a

hnr.dred, but in vain, lie showed that the combinations

upiui which the men depended for success were not to be

trusted, ami that though they might be permitted to win

<mc(' in a while, in the end they must come out losers.

Nevertheless, they were not convinced, and to show the

extremes to which this gambling passion will go, it may

be stated that a nund)er of men in this district brought on

a 'clever' fellow from the I'nited States who made a busi-

ness of forming successful 'combinations' of winning num-

bers in order that he should guarantee them 'luck,' for

which they were willing to pay.

As it happens, the victims are most numerous amongst

workmen poorly paid, and who cannot atTord io part with

the smallest sums. It is these who are bitten by the de-

sire of sudden gain, and even their wives and children

have caught the baneful contagion. Combinations are

matle out of the numbers of houses; numerical novelties

are sought in the hope that luck will attend them; child-

ren on the streets talk about their 'lucky' numbers.

Drawings are held daily, and the lists are found in al-
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iHOHt all the lai';;<' iiidiiKtrinl (>Hta!»liHlnru'ntH in the city.

Mfii iiiMl boys iiuiy \tv found poi-in^if over those with the

Hreatest intercHl. If nioralistM an* indifferent, the *rnni-

niieH' are not, and it in iindei'Htood thsit the hitter are about
to pelilion tlie proper authoritiew to put 'policy' under the

ban, on the ground that it \h taking the bread not only out

of the inoutliH of the working-men and their families, for

wh(»m they feel the j^reatent mdicitude, but out of their

own as well, wliirli is perhaps more to the point, seeing

that the poor men who play 'policy' are no longer able to

patronize the saloon, which got a goodly portion of their

earnings at the end of each fortnight, when the score was
paid off"—all the saloons in the neighborhood of factories

giving credit from one pay day to the next.

A certain sardonic humor may possibly be found in this

situation, as far as the action of the 'rummies' is concern-

ed. What is undoubted is,, that even in New York, which,

under a Tannuany regime, is 'run' wide open, it has been

found necessary to extirpate 'policy' gambling wherever

found—the administration recognizing that it was the

most insidious of all the evils which exist in a large centre,

invading, as it does, the home, and transforming the wo-

men and children into gambling fiends, whose passion is

even more insatiable than that of the men, and who fling

off every restraint which makes the life of the poor decent,

honest and virtuous.

The question is, when will our local authorities make a

test case in order to see whether the law permits this evil

to exist, or whether it is already condemned by the le-

vised civil code, which only needs energetic application on

the part of those who are paid to execute not merely local

by-laws, but the general law of the country.—Dai?// Witness,

Montreal, Friday, March 24, 1899.
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Copy of rictter rt'ceived from the Suporintendent of I he

lioyH* Home.

THE BOYS' HOME OF MONTREAL.

115, 117, 111) and 121 Mountain.

James R. Dick, Superintendent,

Montreal, March 24th, 1S!M).

John A. (Ihose, Escj.,

Sir,—Incidentally hearin^i that you were about to pro-

ceed to Ottawa, for the purpose of interviewing? the Federal

Minister of Justi<e, ref^ardinfj; the law of lotteries, and in-

tend presenting; him with several petitions apiinst the law
as it now stands, I be^' to lay before you my difficulty as

Superintendent and Father of a larjfe family of boys, v/ho

come to this city from other parts of the country and (ireat

l^ritain.

The inducements to j^amblc are in nearly every candy

store. There lotterv tickets are sold for anv sum vou wish
• • •

to put up, from tivc cents upwards, and the devices are

such that the i)rizes are few, if any; nevertheless, they try

a<;ain and spend much nuuiey.

There is such a [>lace in the vicinity of the Boys' Home,
which has a very debasing eti'ect on our boys, whom we are

trying to save to an honest and true life of manhood. Our
expenditure is between ^5,0(K) and $(),00() a year to elevate

and give a trade or profession to such as are suitable for

either, but those places which exert such an influence on

the young mind are ruining our boys by the hundreds, and

those who freipient such places are encouraged to usurp

paternal authority, and be nuinly, and do as they like.

I have never had such ditticulties to contend with dur-

ing my sixteen years of service for boys in the Boys' Home
as within the past two years, which are directly owing to

those lottery and gambling places, being so prominent and
daring. A father recently told me that his son has been

entirely ruined by this place; the boy would spend his en-
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I'iW iiiontirs pav on tkkctH, aiul lie has sevoral times gone
hiuiic uiuU-r the influcme of liciuor.

Aiiothcr sad feature of I he ease is that the boys will

not give any iufoi'matiou of a nature that will briug the

IveejHM'M of Huch places within the reach of the law. There
ajipt-ars to l»e no law, except it be on the side of (he law-

bicakcr. The lads are teiiorized, and held in fear of be-

in;; informed on.

(Ml one occasion, 1 went into one of these places to order

a lew »»f my boys out, and was threatened with bodily

punishiiieiit for trying to save the lads from goiug down
(o ruin.

li would be well that the law prohibit the sale of lottery

ticicds, cigarettes, and liquor to any less than the years

cf numhood.

Now, dear Sir, I do not wish to say too much, but if

X'lii can do anything by making use of the above, or by my-

scir further, 1 shall be glad to be of service, so that this

• laiiining evil nuiy be put a stop to, an<l the tlower of our

vouu" manhood be saved from a ruined life in the future.

Tell the Minister of Justice to legislate for the boys who,

in a very few years will be the fathers of our fair Canada,

and not to consider at all those who for a few cents would

ruin their fair young lives.

.Mav vou have success in vour mission, which will be a

lasting triumph to future posterity.

Yours respectfully,

(Signed), JAMES K. DICK,

Superintendent






