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THE NATIONAL PARKS 0F CANADA

Canada's national parks, established to preserve select
natural areas of the country in a near-original state, are in
the midst of a boom in outdoors recreation whose demands
challenge traditional ideas about parks,

The combination of outdoor recreation and travel is a
bargain holiday f or most Canadians, particularly when they can
camp or park their trailers ln publioly-owned parks. With good
roads and efficient transportation, more money to spend, and an
inoreasing amount of leisare time, they are visiting parks,
both national and provincial, and outdoor recreation areas more
frequently and in greater numbers.

The number of visitors to the 17 national parks that are
easily accessible increases each year and there is no indication
that a peak will ever be reached. Since 1958, attendance has
almost doubled and, in 1963 alone, 32 per cent more people uame
to the national parks than during the previous year. About
7,000,000 visitors a year now pour Into the national parks, most
during the months of Tune, jTuly and August. It is no longer
surprising that the concentration of national parks in the
mountains of Alberta and British Columbia, 2600 miles from the
heavy urban concentrations of population, should be absorbing
more than a third of all the visitors.

All this is a far cry from the year 1887, when the first
national park, Rocky Mountains Park in Alberta, was established.
Similarly the modest area of 260 square ides that was the original
park has grown into the 29,288 square miles of today's system,
which, if combined, would almost cover the provinces of New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.

How to preserve the original charàcter and purpose of
the parks while providing for the enjoyment of millions of users
la thé central problem of national parks management in Canada
today,

Administration

While the national park system is now firmly established
preservation and wise use depend ultimately on publie understand;ng
and appreciation of the idea and purposes of the parks. The
obligation to provide for proper use, at the same time preserving
nature and natural features inviolate, is a continuing one. Since
the parks belong to the people, the administration has a duty to
make them accessible by road and trail, and to provide accommoda-
tion and other facilities necessary for their enjoyment. But the
more the parks are used, the more difficult it becomes to prevent
their impairment. Without careful planning and regulation of
the kind and quantity of visitor facilities and activities, the
parks could lose the qualities that justified setting them apart
as a national heritage. Hence, a modern national park system is a
complex, many-sided enterprise, a study in land-use and preservation
and a challenge to administration.
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TWse parks, sosme as famous for theLr wintser sports as~
sumnez' rereation, share an Alp.ine majesty, Sigle pee.ks rLse
so hÎgh tliat even. the xid-simmr suxn does inot mel 'oheir snow
caps and sprawJnggl.a9cers. Far bel.pw, tbhe valleys a.re watered
by n.arrow, winding rivers and dozeiIs of' snow-l'e& lakes of' green
anid blue.

Banf l'îrs in age and4 attenanoe, sec>ond i.n si.ze, is
1cnown f'or its hot spritugs and ftor mirror-4ke Lakce LouiIse*
It a0ts as8 the 1hab for a network of hlghways and hikin and
riding trails that leaâ to scores of' beautyt spots. Jrasper Park,
3.argest in~ the systeza al'ter Wood Bufflo,,. is 14nked to Banffl
by the Ba-asper IIighway, as 8pecQ1uadra 1'Qad as a.uy inu North
»ierioa,

West 1of the Contin~ental Divide is Yoho Nationial Park -
named by an In4ian wQo'4 expressing wonder anud delight - and
Mount Reveltoke a ountain park 9g'owned by pLus, nmoadows a'id
a 1breathtakLng d.ew,

Glacier Nlational Park la the location of' the famouIs
Rogers Paso, where avalaches thp4ten a section or the Trans1-
Canada HighWay, bailt at a. oost of a million dollars a 4ileo

Watertoxi Lakes Parkc, in 8Qothwestern Âbrta adj1oins
Gl.acier National Park on the Uni.ted States aide of' the International

Boudary, Together they l'orm the Wateiton-Glaci 4 er Interna.tona
Peaoe Park, whioh f'or many years has beoo. to ooutleas tourists
a constant r.roinzi4r thaOt this# i a. b"ay between nationis that

M unno frQuV4er guAs.

3.lk Island Park, 30 mi±les east of BÉImonton, la beast kno>wn
f'or Lts herds oft bison. Thisa, though ozly 75 sqaem lesI

ara s prkwher. people are fece off frmaias A
poplarreàrt or th.e p>eopl.e of Edoton. wi1th capn and boating

l'aollities, lb combins ro*r.atioou4 attractLio with the praotioe
of baseic consevati~on,

Nlorth of' the Great Plains in askatchewan lies Prince
Albert National Park, with. a background colour'ed by the romancoe
and adventure of' Vb.e-futradil da.y,. Here, tc>o, throughout the
stimmsr, peopl.e and wildlife live aide by aide~ in bewi.]4erin

nubes Muoh of the paric'a 1500.squaare miles consista of lakes
and l'orested Islands, imakcin it a great rsort f'or th outdoor
enthusiast, Prinuce Albert îs the only ,Park in th.e aystem~ t1iat
contaXrns bot~h a. golf cou~rse anid a p94can rooker'y. ~xa h

townsite ankal'ter a b~oat trip, watoh hiundreds of' ribbery re
pelican chicks breaking out of' the eggs * LaVer in the summer~
one of' the sights of' Prince Albert Parkc is ta watob. the pelicaxis
launch~ th.air shriU, white flotillas aocros Lake La.va1ee.

1,000 Ri4Lng MoLuntain National. Park in Mani.toba rises more than
l'aO fet above the surrouning plain.s, Pts profu~s ion ofl lakes

and l'orssted tableland are in striicing cootrast to its prairie
enviro±nent. * The RidingIu is on the borders of' the Mississippi
and Central flyways, and noc park ini the systeu ha a more
l'asêixLating variety of~ birdlil'e, or birda. that are less~ trub
by the presencof man.

Ontario has three national parks. The mnost northierly is
Georgiaa Bay Islanods,, a group of' 42 wpode4. isld in the Bayis
popular resort ar.z, The.second is Poin~t Pelee and the third lies
in the Thousand Islands~ region oft he St. Lawrence~ Riveor, where
Part of' the main44d and4 14 islands have boen se aside as a naioa
Park, Theso smîaller wooded parks, set against the background or'
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sparkliftg water and the wid~e sweep o f the St, LaWrence Riverp
are among the muost poptiiar inthe system'i Truie ta regioal
topog*'apy ulik t~he mo.intaini or the-praJire pai'ks or thê saity
Atlan~tic -ast]4nesa, oxitario"t tbree'national parks, lesstlian
12~ squaàre iles in a'ea, are another~ il.lusetrat ion of the sharp
OÔntrasts 'n ~landsoape batiween the differex±t regions of~ Canada#

The mix.ture of seasoapes, rooky coasts and shores beeming
witi m1ar~ine 34.to, and forested inland àt~eas prôvides splaezdid

parks ~I the Atlanic Povinces, one i*i eaeh province,~

Terra Nova~ National Park looksou Lt on1 flnavista Bay on1
the~ eaa't coast 'of Newfounind.~ tram gently rolling foreated
banrens. Cape Br'eton Highlands N~aional. Parkc oooipies almost
the wbhole northern tip of Cape Breton Island ini Nova Sootia, a
ruggo4, plateau thiat drops stepy to the sea, Fundy National Park
is looated. on the a of Fundy in New Brunswick; part of its
great opuarity with visitors comes from îts excellent oereational

Oaltes whioh înoXudie the New Brunswick Sahoo2. of Arta and

Next- to Banff the most poula' national park is Princoe
Edward Island' NItioi Park, where neairly 900,000 peo~ple a yea'
Q93fl to relax oi4 25 miles of wide sandy beach and swim iii salt

S±DnG0 the national parka offer Sixch oontriats Insz
adnatural i'eatui'es, what criteria are aséed LI seating au area

tor' 4evelopnient?

of eveopentan b9 reprset$.ve d the tînest sonery In

-a ~ rein, tms oti an n fl.ora naie to the area

see a complete oross-secoion of' the lite that flourLsed in thisL
par~t of Ca.nada befoi'e man Inte4'oa'ed,

There sflou.l b. some nsà natul ±éatures 1 ot foun4d
eewh.ere tFiat arle worthy oein prsre tor' people to se

and4 a*#zé0iate. T he area m~ust lie withn a reasonable distance of
centr'es of populationi and be éaaale tor road links withýexist$ng
pubic 1ighwys. Th land must remaXn Li a fairiy "wild'state and
1be free of agrihItural-1. torestry and iuiner&i 4developIents 4nd

.prmnetsetement, InCnaa even with its immense azêa,

recration spae of' any kin& is fliied I the~ vicinity of' conotra-
tions ofpplain

Oacoe a' new park area. ha zben e'stablîshed, Lt undeêrgoes a
peiod of' intensive study betore da elopment begins, It is neoessary
to coitol the deig of" buiXligs and ote developmn to esr

tt strucbtures complementý the ntura 1andeoaP and do not intrude

concsioti&ires and resor own1eZ' are encouriaged to respet
the naioa park atmosphete. Teposition of buildigs i ls
oarefully controlled ta harmon.Lze as far as posible'with the.
landsoape.

Certanlyttheydo ftôt see the séaLe artii'ioial andaotrêe
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cities an.d h~omes. Sightseeingt restiig and relaxings observing
and stuidying nature - thesé are the tavourite activdties ,1'
the national park visitors, and opport<un±bies f'or these aotivXties
that renew and relax are precisely those the parks were Inten4d
to provide.

Campinge by toxit'or trailer, is increasingly popular and
is an appropriate way of' enjoying the banel'its of' a national park.
Ail national pa.k coazpgroun4s are crowded In2 jruly and ÂQgust and,
though the National Parica Service ja establishing new caumpgrounds
and enlarging existing ones as quiokly as possible, faci3.ities
Invariably l'all behind demand.

Publie prel'erenoe is f'or smal3.er camlpgroumds with mi.nium
i'aci:lit les and a natura3. sotting tbhat allows lfor privaoy and the
f'eeling of' oiitdoors living. To answer this need, all new camp-~
grounds are inainly of' the semi-servioed type and designed s0
that they wil3. fit ixnoonspicoiosly anid attraotively Izlto a natural
setting.
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Canda iththesecond largest national parka system 4

in the world la lortunate that at an early stage ini its
<Ievelopment !ar-sighted legialators took stops to preserve f'or
the people of later generations large areas of uniquae natural
beaiity andl interest as national parka#

Millions of today'a visitors are ?inding in the national
parka the sanie inspiring sighta and enjoyable experienoos that
the parka ofered ini 188'?, and a large nwaiber of them are oo'iig
to think of the national parka as not merely a plae to holiday
buit a part of their oommon national heritage to b. u.aed with oare
and respect,
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