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I\E.\\’SPAPLRS IN ANCIENT 'mn:s ) :

(A Le cture by ¥, A. Wm.rlow o
HE:invention of the printing.press has ‘been jus-
tly regarded as one of the'most important events

- in the history of modern progress, and-wonder
has been often expressed that it.liad not been
discovered or utilized by the civilized ' nations' of antiquity.
The principle of printing was-understood as soon as.men
had found out how to make a number of impressions with a
single stamp or dic. - This was done at a very early period.
Metallic stamps for making: impressions of the name  of the
maker upon wine jars and other carthenware, have been
found in excavations of the Roman period at Pompeii: and
clsewhere, and it is believed that they were used at a time




2 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

long anterior' to the Chistian era, in making impressions
upon the brickwork of Nineveh and Babylon.

«he invention of printing in mod.rn times, like many
other so-called inventions was only a re-discovery, if indeed,
the art of stamping pottery had ever been forgotten, or dis-
used, The civilization of antiquity has been greatly under-
rated by some modern writers, who have ascribed to the
ancients an ignorance of many arts which were well known
to them, and were afterwards lost to the human race during
the dark ages.

Mr. Wendecll Phillips in his oft-repeated lecture on * The
Lost Arts,” has shown very plausible reasons for believing
that the ancients were acquainted with the use of the
microscope, and even of the telescope.  However this may
be, steam was certainly used as a motive force in machinery,
and applicd by the inventor to engines for raising water
from the Nile a century before the Christian era ; the steam
not acting as in our modern engines, upon a piston-rod
within a cylinder, but being thrown in jets upon paddles,
like thosc of a steamboat whecel or water wheel. If, then,
the ancients were acquainted with the principle of printing,
the question arises why they never applied it to the multi-
plication of books, as the idea of the press would naturally
be suggested as soon as the art had become known,

It has frequently been remarked that great inventions in
the useful arts, appear in history only when occasion calls
for them, and an eminent American scholar has advanced
the theory that the reason why the civilized ancients did not
apply the arts of printing to books, is that the existence of
slavery among them rendered it unnecessary. Slavery
among the ancients difflered in many important respects
from that which existed in the Southern States within our
recollection. In the latter, the race in servitude differed
from that of the masters, and its members were not only but
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a few gencrations removed from the absolute barbarism of
their ancestors, but also were prevented by policy and law
from attaining any of that intellectual progress which they
might have made in the sunlight of the more civilized atmo-
sphere to which they had been transplanted.

But in ancient times, the frequency of wars, and the severi-
ty of the law of universal custom, which allowed the con-
queror to reduce the conquered nations to slavery, not only
rendered slave labour cheap, but a large portion of those in
servitude were either of the same or kindred races with their
masters, and often of equal or superior breeding and educa-
tion. Plutarch tells us that some of the Athenians who were
taken prisoners in the ill-fated Sicilian expedition, during the
Peloponnesian war, and reduced to slavery, mitigated the se-
verity of their lot, by reciting to their masters verses of Lu-
ripides in whose poctry the Syracusans took particular de-
light, and that a number of them were even rewarded with
their liberty, for which they formally expressed their thanks
to the poct on their return home.  Very eminent writers of
ancient times, passed a part at least of their lives in a state
of slavery, among them the fabulist /Esop, the great stoic
philosopher Epictetus, and cven Plato, who on his return
from Syracuse, by the treachery of the Lacedamonian am-
bassador with whom he sailed, was sold into slavery at
igina, and was afterwards ransomed by Anniceris, for the
sum of thirty minwe. Other friends of Plato having contri-
buted the sum to repay Anniceris, the latter expended it by
purchasing for the philosopher the famous garden of the
Academy. At Rome men of great litcrary ability were
found among the slaves, such as the poct Terence, and Cice-
ro's frecdman Tiro, to whom he writes in such affectionate
terms in some of his letters, the whole of which, that have
been preserved to posterity, were collected and edited by the
faithful Tiro after Cicero’s death, forming the largest body
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of epistolary corrcspondence that has come down to us from
antiquity.

Thus it appears that many of the slaves of the ancients
were men of education, and the market value of these was
increased in proportion to the extent of their acquirements,

This use of educated slave labour in writing, rendered
books comparatively cheap among the ancients,  We lcarn
from Plato that in his time, the works of the philosopher
Anaxagoras were sold in the theatre at Athens for a
drachma, or about 17 cents of our moncy, and even if as
some of the commentators think, only a single treatise of
Anaxagoras is spoken of, this is checaper than the rate at
which opera librettos or other printed pamphlets are sold at
our places of public amusement at the present day. The
poct Martial tells us that his works were sold in distant
Rritain, at a price quite as low as a good copy of them could
be bought for to-day in London. It is difficult in these ins-
tances to cstimate in modern currency the actual value of
books or other articles of sale, on account of the variation
in the value of the precious metals at different periods,
Somie writers on political cconomy have assumed the market
price of wheat as a standard of comparison in measuring the
values of other commodities at different historical periods,
but as the price of flour within the recollection of this gene-
ration has fluctuated between the extreme limit of $4.50 and
$20 per barrel at retail, this standard can scarcely be accep-
ted as a sound basis for very accurate calculations,  Besides,
the values of the ancient coins differed at different periods,
and if it be stated that the price of a particular book was
a drachkma, we arc at a loss in dctermining whether ref-
erence is made to the drackma of the fathers or a trade-
drackma. But without engaging in such abstruse calcula-
tions, it is cnough to know that books in the brilliant
Athenian period, and under the Roman empire were much
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cheaper than they were at any time during the firt threc
centuries after the discovery of the printing-press.

Our notions of the great costliness of books before the in-
vention of printing, arc derived, not from the periods of an-
cient civilization, but from the dark ages which preceded the
revival of learning, and the period immediately afterwards
when Bibles were fastened by chains to the church building
on account of their immense value, During the Middle
Ages, few persons could write, and those who could, were
mostly the inhabitants of monasterics who wrote at their
lcisure, of which they had an abundance, They laid out
much toilsome labour upon the illumination and fantastic
lettering of manuscripts, The black-letter character, as it is
called, was then devised, and the first printed books were
struck off from a type modelled upon it. More simplified
forms of type were introduced later, and even in Germany
the spirit of Teutonic nationality, which clings to so many
antiquated customs simply because they are German, has
not prevented a  large number of books from being
printed of late years, in the more convenicnt type now gene-
rally used by the other nations of Western Europe.

The fantastic lettering of the Middle Ages would never
have served for the large amount of rapid writing necessary
in the days of civilized antiquity. Niebuhr says that it is a
mistake to suppose that the ancients did not use much
writing ; that, on the contrary, they used a great deal. In
fact it becomes cvident, upon reflection, that they must have
done so. Rome's uncqualled genius for organization,
cementing together the numerous-countries of her vast em-
pire, and the administration of her government in its various
departments over so many differeat provinces, and so ex-
tensive a territory must have required as much writing in
all departments, as any great government of modern times.
The public accounts were kept by double-entry, which, it is
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said, was not used by any modern government, till its intro-
duction in France by Napolcon, when First Consul,

A greater obstacle to the cheapness of books than the
wint of the printing-press, scemis to have been encountered
in the lack of sufficient good material for paper or a cheap
substitute for it.  Papyrus, the material most used was dear,
and when in the second century before Christ the supply of
this from ligypt was cut off by Ptolemy Epiphancs from
Lumencs of Pergamos, the latter introduced for the books
of his great library, the use of parchment, which was after-
wards called charta Pergamena.  This material, it is said,
was used at an carlier period by the Jews and Hebrews two
centurics before Eumenes, and Herodotus mentions the
skins of shecp and goats as commonly used by the Ionian
Greeks and Phanicians, in place of papyrus.  But although
the ancicents did not have paper, a large part of their writing
not intended for preservation, such as first drafts of books,
un-important letters, accounts, and the like, was made upon
the waxen tablets in common use, and afterwards effaced.
This rendered waste baskets unnecessary, and the waxen
tablets were certainly more clegant than the modern slate.

The historian Hallam says that, “the invention of prin-
ting, so far from being the result of philosophical sagacity,
docs not appear to have been suggested by any regard to
the higher branches of literature or to bear any other rela-
tion than that of coincidence to their revival in Italy,” He
further states that it is doubtful whether moveable wooden
characters werc ever employed for an entire work. and says
that “no expedicnt could have fulfilled the great purposes of
the inventor until the invention was perfected by founding
metal types in a matrix or mould, the essential characteristic
of printing, as distinguished from other arts that bear some
analogy to it.”

If nothing of the naturce of the modern newspapers came
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into use in Greece during the brilliant period of the Athe-
nian supremacy, it was probably for the reason that no
necessity for anything of the kind had arisen. It certainly
was not from any lack of interest in the news of the day, as
we have the testimony of both Demosthenes and St. Paul,
writing at an interval of nearly four centuries from ecach
other, that a craving for ncws was peculiarly characteristic
of the Athenians as a people. But in the Greek cities, none
of which were of very large dimensions, news passed from
mouth to mouth with great rapidity. The majority of the
citizens met one another daily in the agora or market place,
and we learn from the dialogues of Plato and the comedies
of Aristophanes how quickly the arrival of a prominent
stranger, or the announcement of important news was her-
alded through the city. The first report of the disastrous
result of the Sicilian expedition was told by a stranger in a
barber's shop, an emporium for news in all ages and coun-
tries, and from thence spread rapidly everywhere among the
people.

But cven during the period of the republic, the size of
Rome as a city, and the large and constantly increasing
sphere of the Roman dominion, connecting her by her in-
terests with the greater part of the civilized world, rendered
necessary a more regular method of making public and
transmitting news than was needed in the narrower limits
of the States of Greece. Hence arose the institution of the
acta, which, having their origin in the meagre public records
kept from an early period, were afterwards improved till
they fulfilled during the later republic and empire a great
part of the function of the modern newspaper.

They were commonly entitled “ Acta Diurna,” (which
might be translated “ Day’s Doings,”) and were also known
as “Acta Publica,” “Acta Urbana,” “Acta Populi," or snmply
“Acta.”
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They are frequently mentioned by Latin writers of the
later republic and the empire, Cicero, Suetonius, Tacitus,
Juvena), and others. Tacitus, in mentioning the crection of
buildings and important public works, refers those who take
particular interest in such matters, for greater detail, to the
Acta of the day, as a modern historian refers in his notes to
the newspapers of the period of which he writes, The
matters brought before the Senate, with an abstract of the
debates and speeches of the chicf speakers, were- published,
by order of Julius Casar, in the Aeta Dinrna ; Augustus
forbade the publication of the proceedings of the Senate ‘in
‘the Acta, but had a report of them: made by one of the
Senators appointed as a commissioner for that purposc, for
‘preservation as a record.  This is probably the first despotic
measure cver adopted for restricting the liberty of the press.
“The ficld occupied by these Acta Diurna was quite cx—
tensive.: They contained — . :

T, E.&tracts-from the Acta Forensia, which included né\v
statutes, edicts, names of magistrates and of other officialy,
‘together with reports of préceedings in the courts of lav.

I1. Extracts from the pro(:cc.dmgs in the .Senate, already
mentioned.

1. Durmg the cinpire. a court circular, or record of
births, deaths and movements of the imperial family.

V. "An account of public affairs and forcign wars, so far
as the censorship of the government allowed. o

V. What may be termed general news, including notices
‘of erections of new buildings, conflagrations, funerals, sacri-
fices, lists of public games, aécounts of prodigies, curious
tales, personal adventures, with the names of the parties,
trials, executions, accidents, and what was doubtless most
sought after by the female newspaper readers of Rome, if
they resembled those of the present day, marriages, births
and dcaths. They further include an account of the money



AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL, 9

paid into the trcasury from the provinces, and all matters
relating to the supply of corn, one of the chief subjects of
intcrest to the Roman populace,

This brief summary of the matters included in the Ac/a
shows that they were in the true sense of the word, news-
papers, having a much wider range of topics than the news-
papers published in the carly part of the last century. It
doces not appear that they contained any editorial articles or
comments; but under the imperial despotism, free expres-
sions of opinion were quickly repressed, if obnoxious to the
government. However deficient the Aecza may have been in
what is called independent journalism, or as organs of pub-
lic opinion, they certainly lacked nothing in the local de-
partment, or in publication of news of general interest, to
judge from the character of their contents already mention-
ed.

No spccimens of the Acza are known to be extant, but
there is a passage in Petronius which (though evidently a
burlesque) may afford some notion of the style of their local
“items.” The bookkeeper of Trimalchio pretends to read
aloud some cxtracts from thce “Aecsa,” which have been

translated as follows:

—*+On the 3oth of July, on the Cuman farm belonging to Trimalchio were
born thirty boys and forty girls.

—There were hrought to the barn from the threshing floor, 120,000 measu-
res of wheat.  Five hundred oxen were broken in.

—On the same day 100,000 sesterces that could not be invested were pat
imto the money chest. .

On the same day a fire broke out in the gardens of Popey, having caught
in the steward’s house,”

How extensive the circulation of the Aefa was, we can
only conjecture, but it appears to have been considerable.

the official “daily” was bulletined in a public place where
it could be copied by any one. From a single copy thus
made, others could be quickly reproduced in large numbers,
as they doubtless were, by the mcthod already spoken of in
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the case of books.  They were then quickly transmitted
throughout the empire, as we learn from various sources, and
particularly from the abundant correspondence preserved in
Ciccero's Epistles.

Wihen absent from Rome we find the distinguished orator
frequently refers to the Aeta and when they do not arrive
regularly, he complains very much in the same tone in
which a merchant of the present day, when away from
home, might complain of the non-arrival of his daily paper.

When writing from Rome to his friecnds who are are ab-
sent, he occasionally remarks, in substance, the.t he will not
write of public cvents because he knows they receive the
papers (dcta) regularly.,  Undoubtedly these ancient news-
papers are very inferior to those of the present -time, when
the press draws into its jaws a roll of paper five miles in
length, and has a capacity for priating, folding, and cutting
46,000 copics per hour ready for delivery, but the superiority
of this powerful machine over the Roman methed is scarcely
greater than its superiority to the hand-press.used by the
great Franklin in the last century.  Besides, the copies of
the scta could be multiplicd with as much rapidity as a
modern editor can furnish written copy for the compositors,

Books, we know, were copied by a large number of slave
scribes from dictation, the original being read aloud to the
copyists, and of course a large number of copies of the et
could be made simultancously in this way; so that the num-
ber of possible copies made at one place would be limited
only by the number of persons who could write within casy
hearing distance of a reader with a loud voice; and they
might be made at several places at once.  Doubtless, the
same uniformity could not be ensured by this process as by
the impression of the printing press, but if the copyists could
succeed in making greater blunders than I have known mod-
ern compositors to do, even after the proof has been correc-
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ted twice or three times, they must have been very careless’
scribes indeed.

Modern journalism has, since the middle of the last cen-
tury, entered upon a far wider field; it has become a most
potent agent in the intellectual, social and political progress
of the human race; and, in our time is employing its great
resources in enterprises for the promotion of astronomic
scicnce and geographical discovery, which until recently,
were exclusively dependent upon the enterprise of govern-
ments or wealthy associations of learned men.  Under the
auspices of a newspaper, a Stanley has cstablished beyond
doubt the situation of the ultimate sources of the Nile, and
finally solved the problem which has exercised the minds of
men from the dawn of ancient civilization; has explored the
course of the Congo, and made clear the whole great water
system of Central Africa; and the same journal which sent
out this heroic adventurer has since planned an expedition
to endcavour to put the finishing touch to the history of mod=
e discovery, and crown the efforts of preceding Arctic ex™
plorers by clearing up the mystery which still surrounds the
long-sought Northern Pole,

THE HIGHLANDERS OF GLENGARRY,

SAI.LENGARRY is unquestionably one of the
most interesting counties in Canada. It is not
alonc that it is plcasant and beautiful in rural
loveliness, but there is a deeper interest, the his-
torical interest attaching to it, in that it is the home of the
Higrhland clans who, in the carly ycars of this century, left
their native hills and, carrying little else than their plaids,
came over to this country to scek the sustenance those hills
could not afford them.

It was a strange experience for the writer, born on the
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other side of the water, and who has been more or less in
Scotland, that the first sounds of the Gaclic tongue should
be heard three thousand miles away from its home, and yet
it was so. On reaching Lancaster during the course of a
short trip to the country, the guttural sounds of the Gaclic
fell upon the car, pure, so we were given to understand
by compcetent authority, as when it was the language
of the whole of the Ilighlands of old Scotia. And a
fine race of men these transplanted Highlanders are; in
physique, worthy sons of the hills, to whom the bracing
climate of Canada has given powerful frames, robust
health and consequent long Jife; in manners simple-minded
and honest, good neighbours, and warm-hearted to stran-
gers; and in religion, worshipping the Almighty, after the
fashion of their forcfathers, whether as Presbyterians or
Catholics, in sincerity. These are the real Highlanders ;
they care not to flaunt the bright colours of the tartan, whilst
they are skiful in all athletic exercises, but they apply them-.
selves to the cultivation of their farms.  And what has been
the result? - The country that was a dense forest, when the
Highlanders first came, with nothing but the pioncer axe,
strong arms and willing hearts, is now beautifully cleared
and covered with ficlds of swmiling grain, dotted with suffi-
cient plantations to retain its natural beauty, and neat subs-
tantial houses, bearing all the evidences of solid prosperity.
Truly that cmigration, which the -clinsmien sct about with
sid hearts, has been beneficial to their children at least.

* They- have kept very much to themselves have these
colonists ; they-are nearly. all’ Macdonalds, McLennans and
McPhersons, and if, as Disraeli says in one of his novels, the
highest achievements fall to the purest race, there is a noble
future in store for the people of Glengarry,  But be that as:
it may, one thing is certain : peaceful, tranquil and prosper-
ouslives arc their lot at present, and it is very much duc to
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their own industry and the cssential charactéristic of the
Gaclic racc—untiring patience. There is a lesson here for
our cntigration agents ; the clansmen came here, practically
a family, fecling all the obligations to help each other that
that bond involves, and the result has bccn eminently suc-
cessful.

The country of Glengarry, it is perhaps scarcely necessary
to say, is the nearest to the Province of Quebec, and its
principal villages are Lancaster, Alexandria, Williamstown,
L.ochicl, Dalhousic Mills, and St. Elmo. Lancaster really
consists of three villages, one situated by the river, studded
here with beautiful islands, which naturally is the oldest, as
in the days of its formation the railway was unknown and
the only approach was cither by water or a troublesome
land passage. Here there are some flourishing saw  mills,
which somewhat compensate the people of the low village
for the change that the establishment of the railway caused.
Here also is a neat church of the Church of Scotland, . New
Lancaster, or the depot, as it is sometimes called, is built
right alongside the tracks, and is a,very pleasant place
indeed to spend a few days in. It has capital stores, com-
fortable dwelling houses and four hotels. . '

Perhaps it would have been more in accordange with thc
fitness of things to have mentioned first that the village has
small Catholic Presbyterian and Wesleyan churches, the
Presbytérian one being very neat. A walk or a ride of
four miles to the Northwest along the beautiful banks of the.
Riviere des Raisin, and through a ccuntry that at this time
of the year is golden with grain, brings:the traveller to.
Williamstown, a very interesting and pretty village, Some
persons, like Gray, somctimes moralise amongst the tombs,
and walking in the old Kirkyard, we saw the monuments of
whole families of the Grants, and thoughts were suggested
of the difference between these Grants, who slept so peace-
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fully in their narrow cells with the lot of their forefathers,
many of whose bones bleached on the hills and plains of
Scotland,

Across the stream spanned by a rustic bridge, stands the
beautiful convent of the Congregation of Notre Dame.
The writer had the pleasure of being present at the closing
services, presided over by Bishop Cleary, of Kingston, and
has seldom seen a prettier sight ; a perfect bevy of fair girls,
all of whom gave cvidences of the care expended by the
sisters on their cducation, Further up the hill stands a
very neat Catholic church and presbytery, which adds much
to the beauty of the village. Here, as everywhere else, the
cvidences of solid comfort were to be found,

Retracing our steps we crossed the river, and procccdcd
to St. Raphael’s, which is interesting from the beautiful
range of hills which form its background, and from the old
Catholic Church, the first built in Ontario. Here, Bishop
Macdonnell, the first English-speaking Catholic prelate ap-
pointzed in this country, lived. Then we come to North
Lancaster, where again is repeated the spectacle of a pleas-
ant village, smiling ficlds and beautiful woods. Further to
the north we reach Alexandria, which is a very pretty, well-
to-do place, with handsome churches and convent, good
stores and good hotels,

And now as the writer's object is not to act as a guide
book, but simply to draw attention to a county that he
believes to be very little known even amongst the Lowland
Scotchmen of this country, and which afiorded him one of
the most interesting trips he has had, he brings this sketch
to a close, trusting that it may be the means of sending
some persons to spend a few days in the County of Glen-
garry.

FoOAL B in Montreal Gaselte.
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THE ELSTOW EDITION OF BUNYAN.

T the Canadian Institute, Toronto,lately, Dr, Scad-

ding exhibited a copy of therecently issued

“Llstow” edition of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,

The peculiarity of this edition is that the covers

are made of oak “boards” taken from the old village charch
of Elstow, Bedfordshire, England, where Bunyan was born
and bred, and where, among his fellow-villagers in his
younger days, he used to engage in the popular English
exercise of bell-ringing, in the belfry of the village church,

Elstow church, which dates back to a remote period, and
derives its name from St, Helena, the mother of Constantine
the Great, was found in 1880 to be in a dangerous state of
dilapidation ; the roof required to be replaced, and the walls
to be aill but rebuilt. On this occasion an enterprising
publisher in London, John Walker, purchased the oak tim-
bers of the original building, and dividing them up into
slices, so to speak. converted the whole into covers for a
new cdition of the Yilgrim's Progress, to be preserved as a
unique memorial of the “ immortal dreamer” the hero of
Elstow.

Bunyan thus tells his own story of how devoted he was
to bell-ringing, and which appear in the autobiographical
tract entitled  “ Grace Abounding”: * Now you must
know,” he says, * that before this"—i7. ¢, before his fine
spirit first began to break away from its terrible clogs and
drag:—* before this, 1 had taken much delight in ringing;
but my conscicnce was but vain, and thercfore forced my-
self to leave it; but yet my mind hankered,” he adds with
great naturalness ; “wherefore T should go to the steeple-
house,” he'says, “ and ook on, tiouzh I durst not ring.
But I thought this did not become religion neither ; yet 1
forced myself and would look on still.  But quickly after,”
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he continucs, “ I began to think how if onc of the bells
should fall ? Then I chose to stand under a main beam that
lay over-thwart the stecple from side to side, thinking there
I might stand sure; but then I thought again, should the
bell full with a swing it might first hit the wall, and then re-
bounding upon me, might kill me, for all this beam. This
made me stand in the steeple-door; and now thought 1,
I am safe enough, for if a bell should then fall I can slip out
behind these thick walls, and so be preserved notwithstand-
ing. So after this I would yet go to sce them ring, but
would not go farther than the steeple-door; but then it
came into my head how if the steeple itself should fall ?
And this thought (it may fall for aught 1 know) when [
stood and locked on did continually so shake my mind
that I durst not stand at the steeple-door any longer but
was forced to flee for fear the steeple should fall upon my
head.”

As long as the young Bunyan could bring himsclf to
participate in the excitement of bell-ringing, enthusiastic,
imaginative, and musical as we know he was by nature, he
worked at the ropes, we may be sure, with a will,  And
there can be no doubt that every fibre of the old oak now
to be scen on the sides of the new Elstow edition of the
Pilgrim has vibrated again and again to the clangour of the
bell as swung by the sinewy arm of the Dreamer some two
hundred and forty years ago in the Llstow belfry.

Where the oak tree itself grew - from  which these
interesting  lamina were cut —where or when the knots
conspicuous in the texture of the wood curled into iron
hardness, who shall say? Or when it was that acorn fell
from which that oak tree sprung? For that we may go
back in fancy to the time when a stray Druid was yet to be
met with in the British forests.

As a lingering reminiscence of a once ruling passion, it
may be recalled that Bunyan has included bells among the
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garniture of the Heavenly Jerusalem.  “l heard in my
dream.” he says, at the close of the first part of his allegory,
“that all the bells of the city rang for joy.”

On the outside of the cover of the Elstow cdition is
inserted a beautiful fac-simile of a pencilled likeness of
Bunyan preserved in the British Museum, made in 1679 by
a contemporary and intimate fricnd the skilful artist R.
White, the most authentic * counterfeit presentment,” of
Bunyan in cxistence,  The book also is adorned with
twenty-four admirable outline engravings in the Flaxman
style illustrative of the allegory, all of them graceful,
original conceptions, chicfly by W. Gunston. Having
made mwy years since a pilgrimage to Elstow for the
express purpose of visiting Bunyan’s cottage and Elstow
church, Dr. Scadding said he could not but feel a
peculiar  interest  in the old oak covers of this volume.
Qverone of the doors of the latter building he remembered
especially noting a group of cmblematical figures cut in
stone, which doubtless had often arrested the eye of
Bunyan while yet simply an observant inquisitive boy. At
Bedford, Dr. S. had searched for the prison in which Bunyan
passed twelve years of his life, and where he wrote the first
part of the Pilgrim ; but the building is now removed. It
was, Friar Bacon'’s study at Oxford (which is now also to
be sought for in vain by the tourist), the gate-house, or toll-
liouse, built over and across the bridge leading into the
town. Bunyan now receives high honour in the place
where he suffered imprisonment. A statue of him in bronze
now adorns Bedford ; and the duke who derives his title
from the place presented, not many years since, magnificent
bronze doors for the so-called Bunyan meeting-house there,
covered over with beautiful bas-reliefs from the Pilgrim's
Progress.  Bunyan's  grave is not at Llstow, but in Bunhill
Fields, in London, where his effigy is to be seen extended
on an altar-tomb in the open air, strangely unprotected by
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canopy or otherwise from the inclemency of the skics. Dr
Scadding cxhibited at the same time Eliot Stock’s fae-
sémile of the first edition of the Pilgrim’s Progress and two
carly copics of the same work, one of the year 1748 being
the twenty-seventh edition, the other of the year 1764, being
the thirty-first edition,  The two editions mentioned contain
quaint woodcut illustrations and a rude portrait and the
volume dated 1764 contains the third part of the Pilgrim’s
Prozress,which, however, is not from the pen of John Bunyan,

cmow .

SOME THOUGHTS ON CANADIAN

ANTIQUARIANISM,

BY ROSWELL G LYMAN,

has been remarked that one of the most

prominently  developed traits of Cis-Atlantic
character is & want of respect for age,” an im-
patience of seniority which i sometimes so
cexagerated that those who suffer from it scem to cherish
towards their predecessors a feeling of mingled hatred and
contempt, and to look upon any works which they may have
had the audacity to leave behind them, as an actual insult to
their superior intelligence and general * smartness, * to be
destroyved as speedily and as completely as possible, ¢In a
guide-book in the writer’s possession the overscer charged
with the demolition of Prescott Gate, Quebec, s culogized
as having so completely removed every trace of it that neo
oune would suppose that it had ever stood there!)

It is true that it is chicfly in the ncighbouring republic,
pervaded in every corner of it by the self-assertive spirit of
democracy that this disposition ¢;pecially predominates, but
even amongst ourselves, conservative and respectable as we
are supposed to be and are in some respects, a great
many of our people are so wrapped up in their own little
sclves and so engrossed o their own little affairs that they
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take no more interest in our country’s history than if it re-
ferred to an obscure race on a distant planct. The results
of such a frame of mind arc very evident : knowing practi-
cally nothing of our history and caring less, they are very
fond of declaring that we have no history, partly because
they know no better and partly in a clumsy attempt to
erect a screen for their ignorance.  Antiquarian research has
very naturilly for such people about as much interest as a
treatise on thistles would have for the long-eared quadruped
which is traditionally said to make them its staple food.
If there were no worse result than a stupid indifference
however, it might not matter much, but when the agare-
gate wisdom of these sapient utilitarians gets itself embo-
died in some such representative form as a Common Coun-
cil, or a road committee, or a church restoration board, the
stupid indifference is transmitted into a perfect frenzy of
destruction, and the most vencrable relics are swept away
upon the slightest possible or no possible excuse. Per-
haps the most striking example of this kind of insanity
among our own people was the destruction of the Jesuit
College, Quebec.  No sooner was the protecting wgis of the
British war office withdrawn than this ancient pile, so in-
timately identified with the most striking events both secu-
lar and religious in the history of the country ; was doomed
to destruction, and as every one remembers, without the
shadow of an excuse. They set to work with spade
and pick-axe and crowbar, but it had been built to
stand for-cver, and refused to come down, so they had to re-
sort to dynamite.  And what use has been made of the
site? We might answer in the words of the Hebrew prophet,
“they stretched out upon it the line of confusion, they made
it a heap for-cver, even a desolation unto this day.”

While it scems hardly probable that it can ever be defini-
tely proved that the ancient Greeks or Romans left any
authentic traces on this continent, the cxistence here of
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powerful, highly civilized kingdoms long prior to its re-dis-
covery in the fifteenth century is of course unquestioned.
Whether such magnificent structures as the palaces at Copan,
at Uxmal or Palenque were built by the Aztecs or kindred
races, or whether their builders had passed away at a still
carlicr  period are questions  which will probably remain
unanswered till some  key is found to their extensive an:d
claborate hicroglyphics,  However, inalluding to the rich
and extensive fields for antiquarian research in Mexico, Cen-
tral and South Americy no claim is mads, of course,
that they have any relation to Canadian Archacology.
Most of our history certiinly doesi date from the dawn
of learning and progress waich cam: in with the inven-
tion of printing anl the diicoveries of the great explorers ;
but it would b: maifestly absurd for any oae to muin-
tain that the last three hundred years were an  insigni-
ficant part of the world’s life. We of course did not
have the birth, rise and fall of the Roman empire on
this continent, nor the rise of the feudal system from its
debris, though we had the feudal system transplanted
here and we had the interesting and curious conditions of
life and socicty which partly formed, and were partly formed
by, the spirit of the times.  Very curious was that old civi-
lization with its contrasting and blending clements @ states-
men, nobles, traders, vassals ; soldicrs who were half mis-
sionaries, and missionarics who were more than half soldicrs
the clegances and refinements of the gayest and polished
nation of the old world, side by side with the hardships
and trials of colonial struggle: and outpost duty ; surely
the hundred and fifty years from the founding of Quzbec
to its capturc in 1769 have a romantic interest of their own
which it has required the pen of a Ferland, a Garncau, and
a Parkman to adequately describe.

But what perhaps concerns antiquarians chiefly, is the
que-tion whether there yet remain any of those contempo-
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rary works which are after all the best memorials of those
who have passed away. It is a question which can casily be
answered ¢ we have still a number of relics of the past which
take us well back into the early days of the country, and we
would have had a considerable number had it not been for
our own folly. It might be interesting to glance at some.
which remain and recall some of those which are for-ever
lost.

These buildings which are in some respects the best me-
mentos we have of the carly days of Canada are naturally
of various kinds, and from their very style and construction
give us at once a hint of their founders. They are religious,
military and cducational, as well as civil or domestic, and
some are religious, military and cducational combined.

About two miles above the rapids, up the Lower Lachine
Road stands an old stone building in a picturesque spot :
the walls are built of rubble stone, though the quoins and
jambs are dressed. The house has a frontage of about
forty fect and a depth of about twenty : it has a cellar with
an arched entrance, onc story and an attic in the high
pitched roof.  In the river front are two doors and two port-
holes (one guarded with a bar of barbed iron) and two other
incomplcte openings like windows which have been walled
up.  The landward side has but one opening now, the door,
but on entering oune can still sece the four loopholes which
formerly picrced the wall,

This building is said by some to bc a fort built by La-
Salle to guard the rapids, and indeed from its appearance
within it scems not unlikely : it looks as though there were
originally neither doors nor windows in the river front but
four port holes large enough for carronades and two smaller
ones for musketry, the large open fire-place in the big stone
chimney looks as if meant to warm and cheer a whole
guard, and there are no signs of partitions for dividing it
into separate rooms, the little compartments there are having



22 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

been evidently very recent and of a temporary nature, It is
true that nowadays a wooden shingled roof seems altogether
out of place in a fort, but it must be remembered that
the « Old Fort” at St. Johns is still roofed in preciscly that
style. Mr. John Fraser, in whose family the property was
for about four generations is very positive as to this being
an authentic relic of the great explorer.

Certainly if it is, it ought not to be allowed to fall into
ruins ; as scems very likely to be its fate.

But we do not need to hunt in the region of conjecture to
find interesting souvenirs of the early days of our country,
A short distance from the Point St. Charles rifle ranges,
where the dropping fire of amateur mark imen might casily
awaken memories of Iroquois raids, stands an old and strik-
ing house near the river, It is built of stone, of course, the
old fashioned rubble work, the surface smoothed off with
mortar : and the bold gables, massive chimney and high-
pitched roofs would prove its carly date even in Normandy,
where so many similar tuildings are to be secen. The out-
buildings are mostly of stone too, and with the house form
three sides of a square; the wood pile, as in the old times
no doubt, making the fourth. The whole formed an out-
lying post for Ville Maric must have been a mile and a
half or two miles away) which could be casily defended by
the farm scrvants under the dircction of such firm and fear-
less women as were the contemporaries of Sacur Bourgeois ;
and we may be sure that the Sicur de Maisonncuve would
not be long in bringing up his forces to the rescue, in case
of a sudden attack, There can be no possible doubt as to
the antiquity of this building, founded by the order of the
Sisters of the Congregation and occupied by the same ever
since. It was built in the latter part of the seventeenth
century and is therefore about two hundred years old,  The
walls of the old part (for there is a wing which is more re-
cent) have that outward set towards the base, peculiar to
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old work especially where strength was desired.  The bell
is the original onc which was set up there when the “re-
treat” was first established, and, with the little fic/ke on the
main building, the two shrines in niches in the wall, and the
cro-s in the centre of the quadrangle, have a very Old
World, aad very picturesque, effect.

Whether the retreat of Pte. St. Charles or the Petit Fort
de la Montagne was the carlier must be decided by some
better antiquariaa than the writer ; however the Petit Fort
affords an cexample of the combination of military,
religious  and  ceducational  purposes.  There was a
copy of an old drawing of it given in the Mlustrared
Netwes some years ago  (dated originally 1693 or there-
about) showing a most claborate fortress, with an inner as
well as outer wall of quadrangular shape strengthened by
ten or twelve towers, with a castle-like building in the
centre.  Another drawing dated 1729 shewed only one
enclosure with four towers and the central chateau, and
certainly scemed the more authentic of the two. though
no doubt the Reverend gentlemen of the Seminary
could casily establish all the facts concerning it. It after-
witrds was robbed of two more towers and a great part of
the walls, though it retained the picturesque form preserved
in « Hochelaga Depicta” to comparatively recent times, It
certainly seems a pity that it should not have been allowed
to remain as it was then ;) there was no lack of room, the
new buildings might have been placed either North, South
East or West of the old, or might have boxed the compass
and have gone all round, aad then the old ckhateare with its
interesting history and picturesque form could have stood
through all the future as a constant reminder of the * brave
days of old." It was all the more interesting too, as illus-
trating some other old buildings which had previously pass-
<d away, as for instance the scat of the LeMoyies, the Cha-
teau Langucuil, which it somewhat resembled, with this dif-
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ference that the baronial manor was consideradly the more
extensive,

To come down later in the history of the country we
have recently suffered another loss in which the Numismatic
and Antiguarian Society was directly interested ; having
made an  cffort  though an unsuccessful one, to rave a
portion  from utter ruin. The Caserne, as it is called
on the old maps is here alluded to.  lHere again
i1s scen that blending of association characteristic of our
history,  The carliest  recollections of the place buing
of the labours of pious women, it soon took on a
purely military  character, some of the picked regiments
of the two foremost nations of the world having  rested
within its walls,  We lose a great deal in not having
a record of the famous reginients of both armies which have
been quartered there, among the most notable of the FFreach
being the Royal Rousillon,

But there is anotiter class ot buildings which ought not to
be wholly omitted from these rambling sketches, namcly
the old town house of the French regime.  The very notice-
able features of the ordinary city house was its plain and
simple design, the total absence of all vulgar display, the
thorough excellence of the work, and wood quality of the
material,  Even in ouses built of undressed boulder stones,
the mortar and joints would be better a hundred years after
than in many of our pretentious building s of the present day,
Houses could have their roofs burned off, or their insides
burned out of them and their walls would stand exposed to
rain, frost and storm and suffer less than many modern
complete structures.  If we may take the dwellings as in-
dices of their owners' characters,we may feel certain that our
predecessors were to a remarkable degree carnest, thorough,
sincere and honest, and in so far as we respect such
qualitics, should we value those old homes so indicative of
plain living and high thinking., One of the best examples
we have of this class is No. 20. St. Nicholas Street, the
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original front faces south-cast. The cellar is about 62
fect long by about 23 ft. deep and 8 fect high: it is not
vaulted but is divided into three chambers by the walls
which carry the arches of the first floor,

The ground floor is divided into three consccutive chamb-
ers the walls of which are 214 feet thick and are all vaulted.
The rooms measure about 23 feet by about 19 ft. and the
highest point of the arch is 14 feet from the floor.

There is no datc to be seen at present but the niche for
the shrine, the window guards of barbed iron, rudcly made,
and the rubble walls indicate an carly period, which the
wide deep fireplace confirms.  Thinking in this way of some
of the antiquarian remains we have still left us in connec-
tion with the existence of historical and antiquarian socie-
tics, together with the fact that many interesting relics have
been destroyed, leads one to the question. Could not the
various socicties co-operate and unite their influence and
cfforts for the prescrvation of whatever is of antiquarian or
historic interest throughout the country ? In England,France,
and Italy which are rich in such things they have societies
for the preservation of ancient monuments. Why should
not we the more carcfully guard and protect the few we
have.

Consider for instance the grand historic old fort of Portch-
artrain or Chambly; built in 1711, prior to the Montreal
city walls, and still in great part standing, but being surely
and not slowly pulled to picces by the very people who
ought to prize it most. Surely this is a case where outside
influecnce might be brought to bear on Federal and
Provincial Governments and town councils, and some
restraint enforced on an ignorant canaslle,

The gates of Quebec too, built at the cxpense of the
central or home government, what right had a town council
to destroy them, especially when the object sought could
have been obtained by picrcing the ramparts as was done at
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Chester, the gate being left intact.  Then even in this city
there are some vandals who are looking round uneasily for
somcthing more to destroy, and wish to lay sacriligious
hands on the oldest church® in the city, for no recason
whatever apparently, except that it is the oldest and the
most picturesque, and deeply valued by both Protestants
and Catholics. Sandham’s interesting and clever sketches
of it arc doubtless too well known to need comment and
the following lines by a daughter of the late Judge Gale,
which appeared in the dutiquarian vol. 6, p. 14, feclingly
express the sentiments which must arise when viewing the
times-honoured walls,

Dear relic of a fruitful past
Not yet thy work is done (1864)

Though mnety years have o'er thee cast
‘Thenr shadow and thewr sun:

‘Thou wearest yet, serene and free, —
The ancient sately grace, .

And strangers come 1o look on thee—

And kunow thee i thy place.

- .

. -

What tales thy stones could tell —of power,
Of pronuse and decay,—

The glorivus visions of an hour
‘That rose and passed away !

What scenes those silent walls .night see,
Vaimn supphiance—mail regret,

Whose memory in these days may be
A troubled darkness yet,

The aisles the sweilmg strains have known
Of Victory’s days of pride

A radiance through thewrr gloom has shone

~Un bridegroom and on bride.

And then those other seasons grew
\When plague was i the air

When myriads saw their doom and knew
Nothmg was lefi—but Prayer.

Those days are o'er § Still to the skies
‘Thou lookest, full and free ;

Firm as we hope, thou yet mayst rise,
For many a year to be.

Al round thee altered 3 landwarks flown,
The ways, the looks of yore 3

But the Man's natare thou hast known,
That changes—nevermore,

Another work which would greatly strengthen the

* Notre Dame de Bonsecour,
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Antiquarian Socicty and be a great bencfit to the
country especially in the future would be the establish-
ment of a Historical and Antiquarian Muscum. This was
proposed as long ago as Oct. 1872,

Sir G. Duncan Gibb, Bart, writing in the “Antiqua-
rian” of that date, not only suggested the establishment
of such a muscum but promised to lead off in contribut-
ing, by donating a relic of Sir John Franklin, who
became connected with Canadian affairs in laying the
first stonc of the Rideau canal,

Onc thing is certain, and that is if a muscum could
only be started, no matter in how small a way, donations
would scon pour in, 1 know of somec valuable things
which would have been secured had therc been any
proper institution in which to place them, and I know
of some still which would be given, werc the one want
of a suitable building supplied.

There is another purpose too, which might be served
were this idea carried out; would it not be possible to
sccure for the muscum building some old or historic
structure, which otherwise might go the way of all
antiquities heve, and by thus devoting it to an appro-
priatc public use insurc it against destruction in
perpetuo ?

There are difficultics, of course, in the way of carrying
out thesc schemes, but it gencrally happens in this
world that anything worth having costs something of
cffort and pains-taking, and the ends to be attained
certainly secem worth whatever trouble they are likely to
cost. In these present utilitarian days such a work may
not reccive much cncouragement, nor its promoters much
gratitude, but they may say with a certain celebrated
author that they work for posterity, and may enjoy a
satisfaction in the work itself quite equal to the applause
of the unthinking crowd.
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MEDALS OF THE REIGN OF LOUIS XIV.

BY JOSEPH K. FORAN, GREEN PARK, AVLMER.

BV ERY country has had its glorious era, its epoch
of splendor, its age of triumph.  And such
brilliant peried is always marked and known by
the name of the king, emperor or president that
then held the reins of government.  Greece tells of the days
of her  Pericles, whose fame is found in the deeds of the
men-at-arms, the orators and the pocets that adorn the age.
Rome tells of her Augustinian era, when the rays of the
brilliant intelligences that adorn the period concentrate in
onc mighty focus.  France has three grand eras of national
splendor, that of Charlemagne, of Louis the Fourteenth and
of Napolcon the First,

The reign of Louis XIV has been rendered illustrious,
not so much through the deeds of the monarch himself, as
in conzequence of the length of the time he occupied the
throne and the number of great men that appeared during
hiz life.  Cond¢ at Rocroy and in the passes of Fribourg,
Turenne at the head of conquering legions, Bossuet pouring
forth his silver floods of cloquence from the pulpit of Notre
Dame, Fenclon instructing and guiding  youth, Bourdalouc
of the wmasterly logic, Racine (as Phillips says of Milton)
“rising on an angel’s wing to heaven and souaring out of
sight amidst the music of his grateful piety”.  Corneille in
the bower of the muses,  Moliere triumphant on the stage ;
cach and all of these and a hundred others served to render
immortal the epoch wherein Louis X1V held the sceptre
of France.

Nothing could better illustrate the glories of his reign
than the multitude of medals which he caused to be struck
in commemoration of cach grcat event, It is with a view to
bring out most clearly the successive triumphs of the great
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cra of French glory and at the same time to afford an op-
postunity to those not familiar with the medals of the reign
of Louis X1V of gleaning a slight knowledge of them, that
we purpose taking them up, onc by onc, and giving in as
short a space as possible the story of cach particular medal.
We will give the obverse and reverse, what may be
found, in cxergue, and date, event &c, that each medal was
intended to commemorate.  In so doing we hope to be per-
forming a work not unworthy of our age and fulfilling a
task the fruits of which may be of some benefit, howsocver
small it may be, to our fellow-citizens,

1. MEDAL, THE BIRTH OF THE KING.—Obrorse—Head
of Louis X1 to the right, on which is inscribed the words
Ludovicus Rex Christianissimus, Rererse—which is the
portion of the medal that illustrates the cvent, represents
France on one knee holding in her arms an infant, which
. an angel coming down from heaven presents to her.  The
words of the legend are, Cali munus, which signifies @ gift
of heaven, The words in Exergue, LUDOVICUS DELPHINUS
V. SEPTEMR. MDCXXXNVNL, mweans, Lowuis Dauphin, born sth
September 1638,

This medal is of the reign of Louis the Thirteenth, yet
we may class it, as well as the following, with those of the
reign of Louis the Fourtcenth, as they serve to commemo-
rate the birth of that monarch and are consequently closcly
connected with his career,

Il. MEDAL, TIE BIRTH OF THE KING,

Another medal was struck to commemorate the same
cevent of which the Obwerse is the same as that of the one
just meationed, and of which the Reverse is’ much more
claborate.

Reverse—On the reverse are placed the signs of the
Zodiac and- the seven planets set in the positions which
they occupicd at the moment of the birth ; and owing to
the groundwork of the King's-arms being the sun, the idca“
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is here taken up and a rising sun is represented.  The new-
born King is scated on a chariot drawn by four horses over
the clouds. The chariot is conducted by Victory, who, in
one hand, holds a crown, symbolic of the future triumphs of
the King over his encemices, and in the other hand the reins
of the horses as if to assure him that she will lead him safely
through life, The words of the legend are, ORTUS SOLIS
GaLLIcl, which significs, e rising of the sun of Frauce,
In Lixergue is, “SEPTEMBRIS QUINTO, MINUTIS TRIGINTA
OCTO  ANTE  MERIDIEM, MDCXXXVIIE”  which means TZe
King born the sth Scptember, thirty cight minutes before mid-
day, 1638.

I MEDAL. THE DEATH OF LOUIS XUIL—The Obverse
of this medal contains the head of Louis the Fourteenth
with the words “Ludovicus XI1II Rex Christianissemus,
(Louis XIV is written on all the medais in the above
manner Ludovicus XIIL”

On the Rewerse of this medal we find Justice standing on
a pedestal crowning the Prince.  The words of the legend
are “LUDOVICO JUSTO PARENTI OPTIME  MERITO,” which
significs, that the King caused this medal to be struck in
honor of Louis the Fust through a senmtiment of gratitude
Sor so good a father. In cxerguc we find, OBIHT X1V
MAII MDCXLIIL.  He died the 1418 3ay 1643,

[We may remark, that all the medals subsequently
noted will have a like obwerse, consequently we shall
spcak only of the rewerse, as it is the illustrative portion of
cach medal.]

IV. MEDAL, THE COMMENCEMENT OF HIS REIGN, on
the reverse of this medal we find the King elevated on a
shicld, according to the custom of the Ancient Franks, who
thus carricd their new King to show him to the army.
The shicld is upheld on one side by France and on the
other by Providence rcpresented after the ancient manner
as a woman holding a rudder and at her fect a globe and a
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cornucopia. The words of the legend are, FRANCORUM
SPES MAGNA and the words in exergue are, INEUNTE REGNO
MDCXNLINL, which signify, The Jhope of the Frenck in the
heginuing of a new reign, 1643,

V. MEDAL, THE RFGENCY OF THE QUEEN MOTHER,~
Reverse—The King upon a throne and the Queen, his mother,
by his side "upholding the hand in which he grasps the
sceptre. The legend reads, ANNE AUSTRIACE REGIS ET
REGNI CURA DATA ; meaning the safely of the King and the
Kingdom confided to Arm q/ Austria.  In excrgue, the date
1643. -
VI. MEDAL,  THE BATTLE OF ROCROV.—Reterse. We
see over a heap of arms, Victory seated upon a cloud hold-
ing in one hand a palm and in the other a crown., This
medal commemorates the first victory of the reign, and the
first grand military stroke of the Duke of* Euginen; Princé
of Cond¢. The legend is VICTORIA PRIMIGENIA, signifying,
The first Victory of the King. In exergue we find the
words : AD RUPEM REGIAM, DIE QUINTO IMPERII MDUXLIHL
meaning, ucar Rocroy, The fifth yuxrof /m‘ maje.r!y.r ragn.
1643, .. Ve

VII. MEDAL.  THE TAKING OF THIONVILLE. Rewr.fc
Spain stands represented as in olden times, holdmg in her
hand a little victory, resting her arm upon a pedestal the
front of which is a plan of Thionville. - Fht -legend -réads,
PRIMA  FINIUM PROPAGATIO, and on the plan wc find.
THEODONISVILLA EXPUGNATA, which all mean,’ Zhe taking
of Thionville weas the first victory that enlarged the bomldar:e.r
of Lrance. 1In excrgue is the date, 1643 ISP

VIII.  MEpaL.  TAKING OF TRIN AND. THE STURET
BRIDGE.  Rewerse.—There appears the genius of the river:
Po lcaning upon an uwrn. Close to her is the river Sture
represented in the form of a young nymph crowned with’
roses and holding an urn. - These two goddesses mark
the position of the cities, one on the Po and one on the
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Sture. The legend is TRINO ET STURE PONTE CAPTIS,
meaning, Taking of Trin and of the Sture Bridge. In
excergue is the date, 1643.

IX. MEDALL THE NAVAL BATTLE OF CARTHAGE.—
Rerverse. We find in the centre of a crown, a trident, a
palm and a laurel branch interlaced.  In the background
appear the city of Carthage and the victorious fleet.  The
legend is OMEN IMPERIL MARYTIMI, which means, forecast of
a maritime empire.  In exergue we see, HISPANIS VICTIS
AD  CARTHAGINEM  NOVAM, MDUXLUL  signifving, The
Spaniards defeated off Carthage, 1043,

X. MEDAL, THE PEACE OF ITALY.—Reverse.~Italy is
represented seated upon a shield and a cornucopia in her
hand. The legend is; REX PACIS ARBITER.  The King
arbitrator of Peace. 1n exergue we find, 1TALL PACATA
MDXLIV.  Peace restored to Italy, 1644.

XL MEpaL, THETAKING OF GRAVELINES,—Retverse.—
The city of Gravelines, is represented in the form of a
woman crowned with small towers and handing France a
bunch of keys. The legend reads, GRAVALINGA CAPTA,
The taking of Gravelines. In excrgue, the date 1644, It
was in the night between the 16th and 17th June that the
gates were torced open.  The city capitulated to the Duke
of Orleans, because the Spanish generals, Don Francisco de
Mello and Prince Picolomini remained at Bourgbourg and
Bergue and did not come to the help of the town,

XII. MEDAL, BATTLE oF FRIBOURG.—This battle was
fought on the 3rd August 1644. Turenne and Condé
performed miracles of valor in the passes of I'ribourg and
Brisac. Mercy and his brave Bavarois troops were almost
annihilated. Reverse of the medal represents, three trophies
raised on three mountains. The legend is, TERGEMINA
VICTORIA, In excrgue we see AD FRIBURGUM BRISGAIAS
MDCXLIV, signifying A triple victory gained at Fribourg in
Brisgan 1644.
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XII.  Mepak, THE TAKING OF XXX CITIES—
Reierse.—The king is scated on a kind of military throne,
a soldier is offering him a number of shiclds. The legend
reads, PUER TRIUMPHATOR, which means, Z/e boy (or
young King) trivmphant,  In exergue we find, XXX URBES
AUT ARCES CAPTLE MDCXLIV. which means.  Thirty citics or
Sortresses taken 1644, A grand description of the subjects
of this and other medals of the same year and of years
following will be found in Bossuet’s famous master picce of
oratory, his funcral oration over the Duke of Enghien
Prince of Condé.  Some of the cities taken are Philisbourg,
the castles aud towns under the Marquis of Bade. From the
ist to the 11th September Spire, Worms, Mayence, Landau,
Neustat, Manhcim, Magdabourg, Saint-ya, and the citadel
of Ast in Piedmont all fell before the torrent of Condé's
invincibility.,

NIV, MepAL,  THE TAKING OF ROSES.  This place
was taken 25th May 1645 having being besieged since the
7th April same year.  Reverse.  \We find on the prow of a
vessel a large rose, which was once the symbol of the
Rhodeans who formerly held Roses as a colony. The
legend is RHODA CATALONIE CAPTA, meaning, T/ taking of
Roses in Catalonia,  In exergue we find the date 1645.

XV. Mepal,  saTrLE of NorRLINGUE. The Battle
was fought the 3rd August 1645,  Reverse.—Bellona scated
on o heap of arms.  In one hand she holds a spear, in the
other a shicld adorned with three Fleurs-de-lys. The
legend reads, DELETO BAVARORUM EXERCITU CASO DUCE.
wmeaning. e Bavarian army defeated and thetr gencral
Killed, In exergue we find the words, AD NORLINGAM
MUCXLV. At Norlingue 1645.

XVL  MeEDAL, THE MARRIAGE OF PRINCESS LOUISE
Martt: ro rHE KiING orF roLaNn.  The marriage wa:
celebrated at Fontainebleau 26th Sceptember 1645, she was
daughter of Charles I Duke of Mantua, and Catharine of
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Lorraine.  Reverse. Hymen leading an ambassador dressed
a la polonaise.  The legend reads; REGINA POLONIS DATA,
meaning, o Queen grven to Poland, In cexergue we see
the words, LUDOVICA MARIA GONZAGA WLADISLAO 1114,
POLONORUM REGI COLLOCATA MDOXLY,  which signifies,
Louise Maric de Gonsague marricd to Wladislas King of
Poland, 1045,

XVIL  MEDAL,  BATTLE OF LIORENS ANXD TAKING OF
BALAGUIER,  The Battle took place the 21st June, 1645.
There were 3000 killed and 2000 prisoners,  The siege lasted
until 20th Oct., 1645. The Count d'Harcoust was leader,

Reverse, Victory placing her foot on an urn, A woman
crowned with towers presents her with a key, In the
background the Nogudére and the rope bridge over which
the troops passed on the 21st June, 16435, are represeated
Legend,  HISPANIS CAESIS AD SINCORIM PYRENEOS SALTUS
signifying,  7he Spantards defeated at the Ségre and near
the Pyrences.  In exergue. BALAGUERA CAFTA MDUNLY,
The taking of Balaguicr 1645,

XVIIL  MEDaL.  THE RESTORATION OF THE ELECTOR
OF TREVES,—Philippe Christophe de Socteren, Elector of
Tréves and Bishop cf Spire was set at liberty the 7th April,
1645, and reinstated by Turenne.  Reverse.—IFrance
placing in the Elector’s hands & sword and crozier, and a
shicld whereon his arms are carved,  Legend, TUTELA GAL-
LICA FIDELITAS, meaning, [France faithful in the protection
of Jer allies.  In exergue are the words ELECTOR TREVIR-
ENSIS IN INTEGRUM RESTITUTUS MDCXLN,  The Elector of
Treves restured 1o the full possession of Jiis estates, 1643,

XIX. MEDAL  TAKING OF SEVERAL CITIES,  Reverse,
France scated under the shade of a laurel branch holding
Victary in her hand.  Legend, GALLIA UBIQUE VICTRIN,
Frauce cierywhere victorions.  In exergue XXXV, URBES
AUT ARCES CAPTXE MDCXLY.  Zhirty fivecitics or fortresses
taken, 1645.  Turennce took several of these cities in Ger-
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many, Lorraine, Catalonia, &c, while the Duke of Orleans in
Flanders made conquests and took Mardik, Link, Montcassel,
Lterre, Merville and Béthune; Marshal Rantzau carried
Lilles, and Marshal Gassion took Saint-Venant, Armentiers,
Menin and Artois.

XX, MEDAL.  TAKING OF COURTRAY, BERGUES, AND
MARDIK.  Reierse,—Victory walking with long strides
and carrying three crowns,  Legend is, FELIX PROGRESSUS,
The lappy progress of the King. In exergue we find the
words, CUKTACO, VINOCIBERGA ET MARDICO EXPUGNATIS,
MDOXLNE, meaning, The taking of Courtray, Bergues, Saint-
Vinor and  Mardik, 1646, ‘The sicge began 24th June,
1646.  The Duke of Orleans had against him Charles, Duke
of Lorraine, Picolomini, Bek and Lomboy.  The latter had
23,000 men,  On the 28th June, 1646, the cities capitulated.

NOTE,—There are more than five hundred other medals
of equal interest and importance to the twenty already de-
scribed which we will strive to explain in a cantinuation of
A series of papers,

- g -
OUR FIRST OCEAN STEAMSHIP.

Sl magnificent S.S, “Parisian,” the last addition to
d§ the Allan -Line, which has visited our port,
making unprecedentedly rapid trips, and whilst
herve has been an object of admiration to thou-
sands, may well suggest a retrospect, and lead us to recall
the arrival of the first regular ocean steamer, which entered
the harbour May 11th 1853,

We¢ extract the following interesting notice of her arrival
from the journals of the next day :—

Tie “Gexova.” At last, we have a direct line of steamers
between our port and Liverpool,—a communication long
and most carnestly sought for. True, the Genvra’s passage
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has been comparatively a long one, 20 days from Liver-
pool to Quebee, but, when we have explained the cause of
her detention, we may safely congratulate our readers on the
fact that, excepting as to time, her voyage has been a most
successful one, and abundantly proves the perfect safety and
freedom from ice, even at this carly scason, of the direct
course from Liverpool to the St. Lawrence,  Well, but the
reader may object, 20 days; why many a sailing clipper
would have beaten her, But allow us to explain that no
clipper could have beaten her on this trip, for she had
during almost the entire voyage, to contend with head
winds, and but for her screw, she would not now have been
half across the Atlantic.  The truth is,—and, altho' very
far from creditable to Messrs. McLarty & Co's. manage-
ment it had much better be told—her fuel was of a very in-
ferior quality of anthracite coal, and was found utterly inca-
pable of producing a sufficient steam-power to do justice to
her engine, which is calculated to carry 10 1bs. to the inch,
to produce Go revolutions of the screw in a minute, and
propel the vessel at the rate of from 11 to 12 knots an hour,
Instead of all this we are assured by Captain Paton and his
passengers, that the fuel on board was found quite incapable
of raising the stecam-power beyond from 314 to 4 lbs,to the
inch, that the revolutions of the screw were, in consequence,
sceldom over 37 in the minute, and that the average progress
was little over 6 miles an hour. It is, indeed, a thousand
pities that the good ship Genora should have been so un-
fairly treated in the article of fucl; for on reaching Quebec
and obtaining a supply of lively Scotch coal, she clearly
showed what she was up to, making the passage between
that “ancient capital” and our wharves at the rate of 12
miles an hour. The Genova is a fine, substantial ocean
steamer, and, although of too small a tonnage (about 600 we
believe) for the requirements of our European line, is per-
fect in all her internal arrangements, an excellent sca-boat
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and a favourite with all who have sailed in her.  As will be
scen by the advertisement, she leaves on her return voyage
on Saturday, with, we are happy to say, a full complement
of passcngers, not one vacant berth, and as much cargo as
she can take,  We give her 14 days for the homeward trip—
not an hour more.

The Genova left port on her return trip, on the 20th of
Ay 1853, with a full complement of passengers, the following
list of her passengers we find in the Herald.

May 20th, 1853.
In the Steamer “Genova” for Liverpool :—
Lady Alexander and family...coveiiiinnne.. 6
Col, Clements, lady and family....coouean.... .5
Com. Gen, Rac and family....coveeennen. cerees 3
Mrs. Major Tulloch and family........c..coc00003
5

Messrs, Freres.iiine voveieiiiececeresesncenenes
Mr. Edward Mitchell.
Mr. McKay, Jr.
Mr. C, D. D, Philips.
Mr, McKean,
Mrs. Watson,
And a “Sister” of the R. C. Church.
30
It appears that she did make the return passage in 14
days,

THE PLANTIN MUSLEUM.
BY WILLIAM BLADES

TAN passing through Antwerp somc ycars ago, 1
was anxious to ascertain the truth of the state-
ment that the printing-office of Christopher
Plantin, whose fame in the sixteenth century
spread over Europe, still remained in all its antique integrity,
unchanged by the lapse of centuries, Its very existence,
notwithstanding Dr. Dibdin's notice in the Bibliographical
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Decameron, scemed unknown even to those most interested in
typographical antiquitics ; and out of the thousands of
summer visitors who year after ycar flocked through the old
city, not one cast a glance at this remarkable mansion, in
which a vivid picture of the inner life of the sixteenth
century has been preserved through the constant changes of
ten generations, and  through the fieree storms of religious
reformation and political revolution.

Although difficult of access, I succeeded in obtaining
admission. My inspection was rapid, and  necessarily
superficial, but I came away deeply impressed with the
absorbing interest concentrated in the quaint old building,
and feeling as if I had lived that chapter from the Arabian
Nights where Zobeide enters the petrified city, and passing
through streets and palaces, sees  the  most Juxurious
appliances of daily life everywhere ready for use, but meets
with no living creature to cenjoy them.  So here, in this
Maison DPlantin, once the residence and atelier of a
substantial burgher, was cverything ready for immediate
use, abundance of type, numerous presses, and all that goes
to make a complete printing-office, cven to “ copy” on the
compositors’ frames ; but all life had vanished, and solitude
reigned supreme, except that one bent old workman who
seemed specially placed there to carry out the Zobceide
parallel, pottered about an old wooden press, like the ghost
of Plantin himself meurning over departed glories,

In 1875 a year or two after my visit, the town council of
Antwerp, after long and mature deliberation, decided to
purchase the mansion and its contents, and to open the
whole to the public as the “ Plantin Muscum.” The price
agreed upon scemed at first sight astounding, being no lcss
than 1,200,000 francs or 48,000/ sterling, \Where could
there be found in any old printing-office value for that
amount? The authoritics, howcver knew well what they
were about, and there can be no doubt that if the contents
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had been put up to public auction, a much larger sum
would certainly have been realised, The public spirit
which voted so large a sum out of the burghers’ pockets
reflects the highest honour upon the generosity and foresight
of the Antwerp citizens, whose city, alrcady a paradise for
the antiquarian and art-loving visitor, has now received an
additional attraction. A full account of the treasures thus
acquired has just been writtee by M, Léon Degeorge, in a
most interesting and complete shape,  From this, after afew
preliminary remarks, we will endeavour to give a taste, of
the rich feast sprecad by the burghers of Antwerp for the
frce enjoymen of this and future gencrations,

Bruges, sleepy old Bruges, was in the latter half of the
fiftcenth century the very centre of the life, trade and
civilisation of Flanders. The art of printing was at an
carly period introduced into the city. There flourished the
famous but unfortunate Typographer, Colard Mansion, and
there our own Caxton learnt “ at grete coste” the new art,
which was destined to make his name honoured and famous
wherever the English tongue is spoken. A sad reverse
however awaited the royal city, for in the beginning of the
aext century, when the revolt of the citizens was crushed,
they were deprived by the Emperor Maximilian of all their
privileges, which were transferred to the city of Antwerp,
There, in a rapidly growing and prosperous community,
many famous printers arose, whose names still exist as
houschold words amoung biblingraphers : Gerard Leuw, Van
der Goes, Back, Vosterman, Van der Haegen, and others,
And there, about the year 1550, a young French bookseller,
named Christopher Plantin, established himself in a small
shop, pres la Bourse newve. His wife sold linen, and he
bound books as well as sold them. The learned 'Graphaeus
employed him as a binder, and, pleased with his integrity
and industry, assisted him with capital, so that in 1555
Plantin, who was a skilled typograher, was enabled to start
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a complete printing-office,  Thence issued his maiden
work, a short cssay upon the education of girls, which, in a
dedication written by himself, he calls * the first bloom from
the garden of his printing-house”—a garden which soon was
ta yicld a grand supply of both fruit and blossom,
Intelligence and industry met with their usual reward, and
in two years Plantin’s business had so increased that he
moved to new and more extensive premises, known as the
“Golden Unicorn.”  Here great prosperity attended  his
steps, and in 1579 he purchased the building in the Marché
de Vendredi, which has ever since been associated with his
name, and there placed over the portal his famous device, a
hand issning from a cloud and holding a pair of compasses,
The motto he chose was Labdore ¢f Constantid, the fixed
limb of the compass representing  steadiness, and  the
moving limb, diligence.

We will not dwell further on the successful carcer of
Christopher Plantin.  In 1589 he died, the richest as well
as  the most famous printer in Europe, having been
intimately connccted with all the master minds of his age,
and having contributed greatly to the advancement of
learning and the restoration of a pure text to the Greek and
Latin  classics.  * Never,” says  the  ltalian  historian
Guicciardini, when speaking of the Plantin  printing-
office, then in its zenith, “never was seen before so large and
so varicd a collection of types and presses, of matrices, of
ornaments, and of all sorts of typographical appliances and
instruments ; nor indecd so many able workmen skilled in
the knowledge and use of so priceless a collection.”

Onc of Plantin's daughters married John Marctus, the chicf
associate of her father in his typegraphical labours, to
whom he bequeathed the mansion and the business,
From him through seven generations of printers it has
descended unchanged to Edward Joseph Morctus, the last
of his race, who has lately transferred it to the safe custody
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of the city of Antwerp. Let us now endcavour to gain an
idca, howcever inadequate, of the various possessions for
which so large a sum has been given,

I. The mansion; a fine quadrangular building of the fif-
teenth century, the fagade of which was restored in 1761—1t
comprises the dwelling apartments, the foundry, the
composing-rooms, the press-room, reading-rooms, libraries,
archives, and other offices, just as they existed in the
palmicst days of Plantin’s career,

Eutering under the arched gateway, the quadrangle has a
charming cffect. The walls between the windows are
ornamented with niches, in which are the busts of ccle-
brated printers, several of them embowered by natures own
hand in framework of vine-leaves and tendrils which still
spring from the original stock, planted more than 300 years
ago by the hand of Plantin himself,

II. Paintings and engravings.—The oil-paintings are both
numerous and valuable, all but six being portraits either
of the family or of celebrated persons connected with
Plantin and his labours. Eighteen are by Rubens, who
scems to have been a frequent visitor to the “Maison
Plantin,” and whose receipts for sums of money paid
him are still preserved in the archives. The most note-
worthy portraits are those of Christopher Plantin, his
wife, his daughter Martine, his son-in-law Moretus,
Ortelius, Justus Lipsius, and Arias Montanus, the cele-
brated editor of the great Polyglott Bible, printed for the
King of Spain and known as the Antwerp Polyglott.
There are seventeen other portraits, of which we will
only mention Balthasar Moretus, a splendid specimen of
Van  Dyck's powers, the remainder being mostly by
Pombus—some of them remarkably good.

The prints are very numerous, all very fine, and most-
ly very rare. There are many large portfolios full of en-
gravings after Rubens, Teniers, Van Dyck,, and Jordaens,
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Others are filled with the works of Cris. de Pass, De
Galle, Sadeler, and other engravers, all being  proofs
before letters, and in the finest possible condition.  Here
is a precious collection of 400 original sketches by various
old masters, of which cleven are by Rubens, as testified
by his autograph. Perhaps the most rare, is a small lot of
six engravings by Pecter Boel, entitled Diverss Uecells, all
in the finest possible state,  Next we notice La petite
Passion of Albert Diirer, in fifteen plates, engeaved by Van
Leyden, and sixty portraits of the Dukes of Brabant and
the Counts of Flanders; with  many  others too
numerous to specify here,

111, The Library.—To give a faint description of the
10,000 books here asscmbled together would require a
separate cssay.  In the very short list given by M. Léon
Degeorge it would have been delightful to recognise a
“ Caxton” or two,; but very few books from the West-
minster press passed over the seas in Plantin's time, and
not one is found here, although a connecting link with them
is preserved in a fine copy of Les Dicts des Philosophes,
printed at Bruges about 1475 by Colard Mansion. A
translation of this very book was the carliest dated book
from Caxton’s press, and was entitled, 7The Dictes and
Sayinges of the Phslosophres, Of Plantin's magnum opus,
the celcbrated Polyglott Bible, edited by Montanus, there
are three copics here, one of which is printed on vellum.
The work cxtends to cight large folio volumes, printed in
Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Chaldee, and Syriac. The com-
position of the types and the correction of the proofs
accupicd forty compositors for four years, the workmen
having to scrve a kind of apprenticeship before they became
capable of taking a part in the work. The total cost was
reckoned by Plantin to be 40,000 crowns, - A fine copy on
vellum, belonging to IZarl Spencer, with autograph cor-
rections by the celebrated Justus Lipsius, was exhibited at
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the Caxton Celebration in London. Other books dcar to the
biblicgrapher are Phister’s Bible, 1459; a Sarum Breviary
from the press of Theod. Martens of Louvaine, one of a
large and extremcely interesting collection of rare missals
and breviaries ; a vellum Cicero, 1466, by John Fust;
numerous cdstiones principes of theclassics; and lastly, an
extensive assemblage of books, of tracts, and of placards,
many unique, illustrative of the contemporary history of
Belgium,

The manuscripts are in number about 200, scveral being
of great rarity.  In any collection of MSS. the most con-
mon are those of the fifteenth century, works of the
fourtcenth being rare, and of the ages before that extremely
rare. Yet severial here were written in the twelfth, tenth,
and cven ninth centuries, . One, entitled Carmen Paschale,
has special interest for the English philologist, having an
extensive gloss in Anglo-Saxon, the characters being
of the tenth century, and probably written in England.
A similar work, a Priscianus of the same period, has
also an Awnglo-Saxon gloss. Of fifteenth-century work
there s a splendid Bible, richly illuminated with large,.
highly-finished paintings; it is dated 1402, and is quite
a treasury of art. As might be expected from the
reputation of the Plantin press for classical literature the
most numerous among the manuscripts arc those of the
Greek and Latin authors,  These indeed were of vital im-
portance for collating the various texts, and for determining
the true reading of disputed or corrupted passages,

Probably no part of the * Maison Plantin” will excite
more interest than

IV. The Archives,—Here are prescrved the account-
books and other documents connected with the establish-
ment, from its commencement up to a recent date, Here
are the journals complete, beginning at the ycar 1566, in
which may be scen the purchases and sales of any in-
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termediate period.  Here, too, are the great memorandum
books containing notes-of-hand from Rubens ; particulars of
all the work for which estimates were required, and all the
payments by Philip of Spain. . As a sure guide to the
position of the workmien in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
cighteenth centuries, we have the wages-books complete
showing the weekly carnings of compositors, pressmen,
engravers, and bookbinders over a period of three centuries,
Then what can we say in estimating the interest of the
same extent of letter-books in which is preserved the cor-
respondence of the house? The number of autograph
letters is beyond: belief, and all are carefully and chronolo-
gically docketed; the autographs of kings, statesmen,
philosophers, historians, and artists are preserved side by
side with the most illustrious printers of France, Germaay,
Italy, England, and Spain. Very few of them have been
edited, and. many will throw quite a new light upon the
literary questions of the sixteenth and scventeenth cen-
turics. In the same collection are found royal diplomas,.
inventorics, wills, gencalogies, accounts of travel on business,
and family matters, and lastly a long autobiography of
Plantin himself, in which he narrates the hopes and fears,
the disappointments and successcs of fiftecn cventful years,
One of the letters above mentioned supplies an interesting
fact in Plantin’s life. . The French King sent letters patent,
appointing .him “ King's Printer,” a very lucrative as well
as honourable position, Plantin, however by the advice of
the Spanish ambassador, declined the honour, satisfied with
the title he already had of »* Architypographus ” to Philip
I1. of Spain. The Duke of Savoy and Piedmont also wish-
ed for his services, and there is his letter inviting Plantin to
Turin. The Duke offered to purchase at Plantin’s own
price his whole cstablishment, and to present him with
1,000 gold crowns as a bonus; he promised to erect new
and extensive printing-offices at Turin, over which Plantin
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was to be the presiding genius, with carte blanche as to
expense,  Nothing, however, could tempt Plantin from the
city of his adoption, and this noble offer was also declined,

Reverting to our account of the museum, a few lines must
suffice to notice the valuable collection.of Sévres, Chinese,
and Japanese porcelain, Some years ago a  well-known
amateur, distracted by the beauty of six cupsand saucers in
porcelaine verte de chine, offered Mr, Moretus 15,000 francs
for the sct, but in vain; and these cups, which 50/ cach,
would not buy, still grace the Plantin Museum. The

valuable cabincts of medals and the collection of minerals
must be only mentioned, for we have still to pass through

V. The Printing-offices,—In the composing-room, which
is capitally lighted by side windows, stand numerous frames,
the cases still heavy with the types cast centuries ago in the
adjoining foundry. The visorium still holds the “copy” in
the position casiest for the workmen ; the composing-
sticks with the types still in them, thg matter standing in
the galleys rcady to be made up, the forms leaning against
the wall ready for press—all serve to delude the visitor into
the belief that it is merely “dinner-time,” and that soon the
hum of business will ye-animate the empty rooms. The
vress-room has the same air of intermitted work, although
out of the seventeen presses, which in 1576 were seen at
work Ly De¢ Thou, only five now remain,: Two of these
are as old as the sixteenth century, and all but one, which
is used for the purposes of the muscum administration, are
unfit for work. .

But what have we here in all these curiously-carved old
cabinets, a singlé one of which would make a Soho dealer.
famous?  Shelves upon shelves of woodcuts, over 15,000,
illustrating three centuries of the engraver's art. All sizes
of floriated initials, “blooming capitals™ as the Dutch called
them ; an infinity of head and tail-picces, vignettes, printer's
marks, and what the French style culs de lampes. One
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magmificent set of Jarge illuminated initials, probably
designed for a great missal is quite fresh from the hand of
the engraver, having never been wsed ; while numerous
designs, although beautitully drawn upon the wood, have
still to wait for the skilful hand of the engraver. Not
woodcuts only, but about 8,000 copper-plates are also care-
fully preserved, including many splendid title-pages and
other illustrations wsed in bygone ages. In a specially-
designed and beautifully-carved cloret are kept all the
punches, matrices, and moulds which performed no small
part in enhancing the fume of the “Plantin press.” Pro-
bably nothing like it can be seen in Furope, the major part
having come from the graceful hands of Guillaume le Bé
and Cliude Garamond, Clote by, packed up in papers
ready for immediate use, are a ton or two of types of all
sizes, brand-new, covered with a hundred years of dust.
And now an ending must be made, for time would fail to
recount half the attractions of this wonderful collection ; so
we must pass undescribed the grand readers’ table sculp-
tured specially by Quellin, where the learned Montanus
and Kilianus corrected Arabic proofs, and Raphelengius,
steeped to the lips in Greck and Hebrew, laboured over
the cndless succession of prolix glosses. Nor must we be
tempted even by the carved desk, with “twisted legs and
little arches,” used by Plantin hinsclf. and upon which his
scissors and his brass reading-lamp still remain, but must
make our exit, thankful in heart to the citizens of Antwerp
for the rich treat they have thrown open for the gencral
instruction, and delighted that the task of describing such
treasures has been so well exccuted by M. Ldéon Degeorge.

ERRATUM.—The article in our last number entitled
“Modern Monetary Questions Viewed in the Light of
Antiquity,” was erroniously ascribed to Mr. Henry Phillips,
Jr.. of Philadelphia, through whose kindness it reached our
hands, it is the work Mr. Robert Noxon Toppan.
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THE GENESIS OF OUR CANADIAN RAILWAYS.

HE growth of our railways has within the last few
ycars been o rapld that it would form an im-

their rise and progress, The first claiming
attention in orderol time is the Clamplain and St, Lawrence
Railroad, which was constructed between the St, Lawrence
at St. Lambert (or South Montrc:tl) and Rouse’s Point on

Lake Champlain,
It was chartered from Laprairic to St. Johns in 1831,

Commenced in.ieeieieeeieceerienirnniseenreeneenss 1838,

And opened for traffic in August...ceececnnenneins 1836,

The Charter authorizing an cxtension from St. Johns to
Rouse’s Point, and the Branch to St. Lambert was granted
in 1851, It was opencd for traffic throughout in 1852,
Its total length, including the Laprairic Branch, was 49
miles, and the cost of road, wharves, stations and equip-
ment, amounted to £381,195,

Lord Gosford, the Governor-General, was present at the
opening and took part in the banquet which was served in
the station —the building which, defying the ravages of
time, still docs duty as a freight shed,

Onc of the chicf promoters of the railway was Jason C.
Pierce, of St. Johns, and associated with him were the late
Hons. Peter McGill and Robert Jones, Mr. John Shuter, &c.
Mr. James Macdonald, of St. Johns, was also connected
with the carly management of the line. The road was
originally built of scrap iron—that is, thin- plates of iron
nailed on to wooden sleepers, and the rolling stock was very
light.  For about 1§ years after construztion the road was
not operated in the winter time.

The second locomotive used on the old Champlain and
St. Lawrence Railroad was called the Jason C. Pierce, and
it is still in use on the road at Joliette,
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The next line in order of seniority is the “ Montreal and
New York Railroad,” comprising:—

Iiirstly, The Lachine Division, extending from Montreal
to Lachine, a distance of cight miles.

It was commenced in 1846 and opened for trafficin 1847.
A prominent feature in this road is the stcam ferry between
Lachine and Caughnawaga, running directly across the St.
L.awrence a distance of about 3{ of a mile, but which is in-
creased by the course of navigation to ncarly two miles,

And Secondly,—~The Caughnawaga Division, extending
from Caughnawaga to the Province Line, a distance of 29
miles.  This portion was commenced in 1851 and opened
for traffic in 1852,

The total length of the Montreal and New York R.R,
(including the ferry of say two miles) is 39 miles, and its
cost, including superstructure, locomotives, cars, buildings,
steamers, wharves, ferry slips, extra land, and gcneral
cquipment, was £238,229. 2s. gd. currency, or $952.916.55c.

— gt D ————

THE LIFE OF A GOLD SOVEREIGN.

HATEVER may be said of the uncertainty of
*“the hcad that wears a crown,” the Deputy-
Master of the English Mint cstimates the
average life of a gold sovercign at eighteen

ycars ; that is about the length of time in which this coin

loses three quarters of a grain in weight, when it ceases to
be legal tender. It is said that of the one hundred millions
sterling of Emngland's gold coinage, forty per cent is in this
condition. The Bank of England sends yearly a million to
the mint to be recoined ; and the Deputy-Master urges the
recoining of all the gold coins of light weight, an operation
which would requirc about four years, The last calling in
of the gold coin was in 1842.




