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The Cut of the College having been broken,
we were Unable to procure another in time
for the present issue.  An indulgent public
will bear with us.

ot

The scicnee of Archacology is making ra-
pid progress in Germany. There are now
fifty-nine societies, with a total membership
of twenty-three hundred. These wmeet from
time to time in a general congress, when re-
ports of new discoveries are heard and inter-
esting discussions held upon the results. Dur-
ing the last year something has been learned
concerning needles, clasps, belts spread of
flints, submergence of Thuringia, local names,
formulas of incantation, etc, which it is
thought will throw some light on the pre-
historic past.

e e e
We acknowledge the receipt of a copy of
Trench'’s “ Study of Words,” in the Humboldt
Library form. The issue of this valunable ad-
dition to English Literature in two parts, by

Fitzgerald & Co., places within reach of all a |-

work which contains a mine of wealth for
one desiring to acquire a mastery of his mo-

ther tongue. Though dealing with a subject
somewhat unattractive in itself, to the majo-
rity, it is by a careful choice of language and
an attractive style made pleasing to all who
would attain {o correctness in speaking and
writinig. Language, says Emerson, is a city,
to the building of which every human heing
has brought a stone. .

Trench shows us from whence the materi-
al,how it has been formed and the exact posi-
tion of the stones in this great structure.

———eeep— s G e e e —_—

We take the liberty to inform the friends
of Acadia that contributions to the Museum
are gratefully received.  Much is yet to be
added before our Museum ranks with the old
one which was one of the hest and in some
respects the finest in the Lower Provinces.
We notice that some of the students have of
late made donations. C. ¥. Baker presented
an Indian shield and « sea horse. B. A. Lock-
hart a collection-of coins. '

The cane and snow-shoes used by Rev. Ed-
ward Manning are placed in the Museum.
The cane was given to him by Father Dim-
ock. It was alterwards presentad to the Rev.
James Stevens and donated to the Museum
by Mrs. Stevens.

———ep -l
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A large nur ' or of minerals purchased for
the Museum, and a collection of repiiles ave
not yet in position.

Dr. Schurman’s book én * Kan*ian Ethics
and the Bthics of Evointion” has been favoer-
ably reviewed by the leading English pa-
peTs.

et ot — - -

The Westminster Review for January, says
the essay Is a searching examination of the
subject discussed. The first part of the essay
strikes us as exceedingly able, and is evident-
ly the fruit of & very intelligent study of
Kant and his immediate successors.

R e

Tha Daily Scotsman, a leading joarnal of
Edinburgh, says: “It is not to much to say
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that Kant s Ethical Scheme has not been so
accurately and dispassionately canvassed by
any previous work in Lnglish. The essay

is closely reasoned, and shows an eary mas-

tery of thought and expression in dealing
with a very abstruse subject. The work may
bz cordially recommended to all who can
move in the highest regions of Philosophical
inquiry. These are but two from & number
of reviews made of this work.
———e e ——

Book learning doas not counstitute all of our
education. There is another source from
which more psrmanent results are drawn

than from any amount of poring over written
pages. It is that of observation. But what
18 this habit of observation ? Itisnot merely
looking at things, but the habit of reflecting
upon what we see. The man-of observation
is not the one who has seen the-greatest num-
ber or variety of objects; he-is the man who
has thought most carefully upon what he has
seen.

How essential it is that we should be ever
quick to obsery . facts and phenomena which
bring into practice what we have learned or
suggest to us relations which- present new
trains of thonght for meditatian. No student
can be successful anless he wcaltivates this
habit. =

There are constantly ariging questions,
which for expianation we must refer to what
we have observed within ourselves or in the
objocts of nature. A great observer is a great
thinker, and if you can employ your mind
about what you have seen,. under the infiu-
ence of the same habit yonr mind will work
upon the lectures which you hear. It is not
the one who listens most atteitively to a dis-
course, that will learn the most, but he who
thinks carefully of what he has heard. A
great mistake is made by those who listen
with interest and pleasure but when they
have done hearing, turn their minds to other
things, thus no distinct and lasting impres-
sion is made. '

-
Many of our contemporaries have of late

devoted lengthy articles to the teachings and
creed of Oscar Wilde which in essence is
this: '

“ Beauty is truth, truth beauly—
That is all ye know on earth and all
ye need to know.”

The prevailing opinion'is that the age is
not yet ripe, if ever it wi]l be, for the recep-
tion of such teachings and that his visit to
America has been atténded with no visible
success. While this is in' the main true, yet
some of our exchanges have found in Oscar
Wilde a theme for nearly- every issuz and by
way of filling up has served a good purpose.
All seem to have thoroughly ventilated the
teachings and tenets of the cesthete, but few
have spoken of his merits as a speaker. Some
of the quotations from his speeches are mark-
ed by peculiar grace and elegance of diction.
The following shows a mind rich with vari.d
forms of imaginution and an expression adapt-
ed to its purpose.

“And so with you; let there be no flower
in your meadows that does not wreathe its
tendtils round your pillc%ws, no little leaf in
your Titan forests that does not lend its form
to design, no curving spray of wild rose or
brier that does not live foreverin vavern arch
or window of marble, no bird in your air that
isnot giving theiridescent wonder of its color,
the exquisite curves of its wings in flight, to
make more precious the preciousness of simple
adornment ; for the voices that have their
dwelling In sea and myuntain are not the
chosen muses of liberty only. Other mes-
sages there are in the wonder of wind-swept
heights and the majesty of the silent deep—
messages that, if yon will listen to them, will
give you the wonder of all new imagination,
the treasuve of all new liberty.”

-l

To Solitude.

Within the shadow of the rocky land
I wend my way beaside the sober main,
And trace my tardy steps along the sand.
And seek thee, seek thee, Solitude in vain.

Across my view the benfling vessels fly
‘While lsea-gu]lsbatt]e-,With the quickening
gale, :
The clouds scud quickly o'er the leaden sky,
The lightning flash-reveals the billows pale.

{ .
On me the moaning, moaning. of the deep
Rolls now instinctively a chilling fear ;
Awed earth, wild sky, mad sea together creep
Affrighted by the unseen Presence near. . .

e
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0ld Ocean kuows no care whose murky light
Jan form a suited covering for thy face:
In all the mansicas of Eternal night
For thee, O Solitude, is found no place!

I reach a sombre wood, and far intrude
Into its shady depths with aimless feet ;
* Within this lealy temple, Solitude,
Sare thou inhabitest with influence sweet.”

The greenest moss invites to soft repose ;
Un-numbered leaves their breathless voices
raise ; - _
While mellowed iight reveals a sad day’s
close, .
And all combine to hymn thy lonely praise.

Down yonder bank a lengthening shadow
creeps,

Then o'er the brook and up the gentle hill ;

The light bas died ; that shadow never sleeps,

But falls on me whenall the trees arestill—

The gloomy shade of thought that knows no
rest
But whirls and maddens like an angry sea,
A1 in the cavern of my aching breast
Leaves no abode, O Solitude, for thee.
Jan. 28, 1882. J. R. H.

Leavss from my Note Booit.

I.

THE DEDICATION.

Knowing thy capricions and moody nature, O Mu-e, T
hninbly bex to -lmric:uo to thee, and to thee only, this six-
penny note-book s nat that it may he alwavs devoted to the
“ogeption of CrLesTIAL SvdipnoxNtes, bnt that in less fren-
tie-d moments thont mayest furnizh me with some Men:-
acre Prosx, which, w.th thy graclous permission, T will
«eribble herein.

For all which favours the gods make me traly grateful.

0 Mnse, )
Thy most servile slave,
SNIFFLES SMALLTALX.

€ HQY D’YE bO,”

I hate long introductioxks; let the ahove serve for one.
In it the anthor of these pages and those which areto fol
low in consecutive order—being leaves they will come thus:
1, 2,3,4, etc.,—introduceg.kimself to the reader. Remem-
ber, he introduces Izimse}i' not his nofe-book. He never
introduced that to anythihg but his pocket, and even then
itwas info. Most authors not only parade themselves in
their prefuces, but also Jay bare the whole skeleton of
their book—and dry bones they make of it, too. I shan’t
do it; but tell yon plainly that if you want the anatomy of
my note-book you mus} dissect for yourselves. With
these few words I lenve yon to your own reflections while
1 go on with mine. 8. SMALLTALK.

A MORAL STORY._

The colonist who has not been many hours
in London, is easily known by the creases in
his.coat, just released from its two weeks in-
carceration in a sea. chest. Should this evi-

dence be wanting, the glances which he con-
stzntly throws about him and his freqaent
stoppagrs to inspzact the contents of shop-
windows, sufficiently indicate that he is =
stranger in the metropolis. So ’tis said.

Thus jt has bitherto been supposed that
those swindlers who make a living by what
is known as the “confidence trick” discover
anyone likely to become their victim, by his
“ green” appearance, and his manner of going
about the streets. So 'tis supposed.

Lest it should be thought that I agree to’

this absurd proposition—or, more correctly,
that it agrees with me—I may here be allow-
ed to state thut I place no confidence in it,
whatever; and that I may not seem hasty in
my conclusions, I shall here briefly review
the basis of my belief. My first, and to myself
most satisfactory.reason, is as follows: A few
days ago I was wending my way up High
Holborn, looking as straight before me as is
my wont,—there was not & single crease in
my coat, to my knowledge, for it had aired
all the previous night in my landlady’s back
vard, and the wind being high had flapped
and flaunted its long tails so vigorously and
unceasingly as to keep me awake the greater
part of the night,—refraining from the shop
windows because of a deep-seated conscious-
ness that my purse was slim, and, upon the
whole, conducting myself with the most dig-
nified and wacountrified deportment, when I
was startled to s2e a well-dressed man stoop
directly under my nose and pick up from the
pavement something which he examined
closely, and which on a nearer view I per-
ceived to be a valnable diamond ring. 1won-
yet that the young man, for such he proved
to be, did not heed the many admonitions he
must have raceived from his mother and
friends, previous to entering the city, against
addressing strangers on the street ; and trem-
ble when I refiect what his fate must surely
have been had he addressed 2 rogue. For on
my asking permission to examine the trinket
he frankly consented, but at once added a
proviso that we first withdraw from the
crowd. To this I unhesitatingly consented,
being unwilling that his #ensitive feelings
should be hurt by the inguisitive gsze of
strangerg, and the more because I perceived
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the people to be highly amused at the young
fellows simplizity. As we hwrried slong to
a more secluded part of the neighborhood, the

young man the meanwhile expatiating on
the evident value of the trinket and thanking
kind Fortune for this gift which she had so
unexpectedly conferred upon him, but which
from philanthropic motives he was willing
to impart—for a consideration—to any poor,
honest man such as he believed me to be, it
ozcurred to my mind, which was always ofa
suspicious nature, that possibly this might be
one of that race known as ** confidence men.”
Scrutinizing my companion more closely than
I had yet done, as we turned the corner I ob-
served his face light up with a triumphant
glow-—npartly caused by beer—while he shot
at me a glance which T immediately constru-
ed to mean, *“You fool. you”

I am a firm believer in the theory that Fate
never fastens a mean name on a noble mind-
ed man. It occurred to me that the fellow’s
name could reveal his character. “Pray,” said
I, “what may your name be?” “Rat” said
he. Smells strong, thought I, suspicions be-
coming stronger; then aloud,. “Rat what ?”
“Hookit,"” said he. lle's a roguish villian,
thought I, my suspicions becoming confirm-

ed, Hookit! 1 will, by Zouks! Turning

abruptly in my walk, I snapped my fingers
in his face with a meaning and look which
could not be mistaken, and walked rapidly
back into the street leaving my new friend
to the lonely contemplation of his find.

But should this, my first reason, be insufi-
cient to convince my readers—if you have for-
gotten of what, you must read the above all
over again. I will append a second. A po-
liceman—a most ungullable looking individu-
al—while out for a holiday dressed in civic
attire—his suit was new and free from creases
—was accosted by an individual who inform-
ed him that he had in his breeches pocket
something which would put pounds into the
pockets of any one who would only place
confidence in him. Tlis attempt to discover
the moral qualities of the disguised police-
man, strange to say, proved successful. The
something, when produced, proved to be a
massive gold ring richly set with diamonds,
which for the paltry sum of 10s. was handed

over o the policeman, who forthwith hand-
ed the generous one over to one of his brother
officers. T happened to be passing at the mo-
ment this occured, and pushing my way in-
to the crowd that is usual on such occasions,
was hot surprised to see my quondam friend
in the hands of » minion of the law. The
Rat, thought I, has got in.o the trap at last;
then aloud, “Iookit—" “I can't,” said he, in-
terrupting me.  “Yes,” said I, “but you did,"
pointing to the ring. *’Twas Fortune,” said
he. “Hookit,” said I, “I want to read you a
lecture on pretence: I hope it may henefit
your soul—" “Go to the d——1,” said he.
“"Twould be useless, he is past repentance.”
“So am I,” said he. “Poor fellow,” said I;
and turned away.

I fully intended to point this narative with

|2 moral showing forth the dungers of dissimu-

lation. But since the moral is the vest part
of thanut, I shall leave you to pick it out for
yourselves. Morcover, I have filled up the
first leaf of my note book.
SMIFFLES SMALLTALK.
P. 8.—To prevent any future dissention as
to the authorship of this essay, such as has
attended some renowned production of the
past ; and especiully to show my ubhorrence of de-
ception of any kind, I hereto, although with
much diffidence, have subscribed my name.
8. 8.

o

Lechoes of the Past.

No. V.

RIETORIC CONTINUED

But faithful and unremitting effort was to
be the indispensible condition of success in
the use of this style. No compromise counld
be made. Such anthors as Dr. Dick and Gil-
fillan must te thoroughly studied so as to
give an unprecedented command of langunage.
Our endeavours were abundantly rewarded.
Subsequent daily, and sometimes hourly, ex-
ercises in the art of elocution gave unbound-
ed satisfaction. Our sentences, if not more
melodious, were certainly movre vigorous, and
there was a roundness or fullness in the ex-
pression that not infrequently elicited warm
approval and evin admiration. There were
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none so r\l)tus(- as nol fo preceive a maniles

improvement both in watter and mode of

utterance.  But many ol us were peculiarly
ambitious, and so set up standards of  exeel-
lence in any department very high.

The deepest thinkers of the class maintain-
¢d that the anthors previously named were,
upon the whole, too explicit in regard to the

form of their thought~, and that the style of

which they were masters was at once too
superficial and translucent.  “If the minds ol
the vulgar,” said they, “are able. withont a
mighty eflorl, to grasp the thought intended
to be conveyed, there is alack of appreciation,
and hence of permancpt advantage. Style is
no exception to the rule,—soon arquired and
soon despised,—hense lef us not make the
thoughts that hreathe and are mighty,
common by dressing them in the attractive
garb of translucent cxpression.  Rather le*
us invest our ideas with mystery, make them
objects of wonder undawe; letus place them
even above the utmost verge of comprehen-
sion, that admirers may never cease to have a
yearning for the unattainable.” In the xound-
ness of these views the other members oo the
class readily acquiesced.  They were proud
ol their class-mates, and marvelled not o lit-
tle at such ripeness of judgment.  All were a
unit in thinking there must be a new depar-
lure. -

Tt cannot be denied that sundry sermons
and lectures delivered in the regions round
about had produced lasting impressions upon
such of us as had very sensitive and apprecia-
tive minds. I am unable to blot from mem-
ory the radiant face of my class-fellow as  he
recited to me, one Nunday afternoen, some
portions of o sermon he had heard that day.
“I tell you,” said he “we are too simple inour
utterances. There is Mot enongh ol the ¢-e-
mendorum verborum. Amplitude, range com-
pass, circumambiency; multitudinons concat-
cnation, are a few of the dementb of success.
If you could have seen, that audience absolute-
Iy spellbound by the ijhunde]ons and amaz-
ing elocution of a prmdler whose talents were
wrt-unl} not above medlocnty' My abiding
conviction is that it is.not so much talent and
genius as the dexterous wag of the jaw, the
ringing of eternal (Imnovs upon awful and

{00
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g 'nndl]oquvnl W dl‘d\' One ol the speaker's
.\entom es was, without controversy, mnasine.
Atter divers ramifications and many samples
of glowing imagery, inflaming to my  youny
and tender imagination, there was this mems-
orable, magnificent and oracular ending—-A1ll
this can be demonstrated on - the  latitudinal
and longitudinal principles of Kudosmos and
Erosmos.” Now if'l knew that cendosmotic
and exosmotic process I would give all my
acquisitions, would, in fact, pawn ail wy col-
lege discipline. including the great yeputation
I hd\'(‘ won in my Rhetorical studies.  There
are more things in heaven and earth than
were ever dreamed of in our philosophy.  We
are. I recapitulate, but runts or pigmies in
phraseology, while there are giants all around
us n oulding society with  their resoundinge
periods and incomprehensible ircumlocu-
tion.”

With ever-deepening interest 1 listened lo
these hwried cjaculations of my  deav  class-
fellow and coeval. Indeew, he spoke as if he
had already (uafled one eoblet at least of the
divine elixir. T watched narrowly the move-
ment of his jaws.—~for both seemed to hav
some play,—I gazed upon his facial angle
with intense admxratwn, I scanned that Jip
s0 rouvnded, plump, and decided at
length that he cotld declaim ore rotundo. 1
frecly unbosomed myself to him : told him of
similar experiencts ol my own :  encouraged
him to make progress in the studv ot the ars
of arts: candidly "expressed my convietion
shat Campbel], Blair. Whately, and all the
phalanx of Rhetoricians. neither singly nor
combined, could ever reveal o us  the  true
source of cloquence and  power with anen.
From this date our {riendship became iniens
sified, seeing we had a common purpose . in
life—to move the minds and- hearts of our fel-
lows by means of misty, mysterious, rev b al-
ing periods. .

With regard to the one great end to be. ai-
tained we were'in harmony ; with respect to
to the means to be employed we were, not,
My mate thought we should begin at the al:
phabet, and so gave a.few lessons thd precise
character of which 1 do not now clearly. re-
member.  Suffice it lo say, however, that in-

stead of cars it was necessary to say aurienlar
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appendages ; for door knob, yanital protuberance;
for tongs, elongated clutches ; lor buttons, cir-
cumambient claspers; for gloves, pentagonal
sheaths ; for whales, brenychiostegous spouters ;
for dickeys, vicarious concomitants; and so on.
That lesscns of this kind might ultimately
give us command of a vocabulary and style
sufficiently ample and ponderous, I diéd not
venture to deny. I did think the most direct
route to the coveted acquisition lay through
some great cfussic. T had read Bailey's Festus.
The deep study of thxt noted work produced
a singular effect. T found mryself an infant
again, crying for the light, ry only langnage
being a cry. It revealed to me a mental
darkness truly startling, but gave me only
fow fla cer of a higher illumination. These
flashes seemed to rest upon the outmost vereg
of my mental vision like the last rays of the
sinking sun upon the stmmits of the Alps.
* But my chief interest centered in my class-
fellow. I saw that he was eager, restless,
dissatistied. 1Ie was longing for o shoreless
sea through which he might sail with his
hoat of thought—was feeling after the assur-
aniee that the boundiess hemmed him in on
every side. In other words, he must find an
author whose superabounding words and in-
candescent periods would bear him on with
the feeling of “ever, never, forever.” such a
work is found at last; a class meeting is call-
ed, extracts ave read, a verdict of approval
unanimonsly passed. Suffer me to give the
readers of the ATHEN.EUM one sample of this
unparalleled creation : -
“The inconceivable convex upheaveseurth’s
Atlantean horizon, passed between the asel-
line starlets, rounding the inane void; the
constellated truths mantling the prototypic
skies regenerant transmute the palpable con-
glomerate. The multiform confasion divides
in elemental sections the Tchudic tablets of
tropes rhomboidal, and ram-marshalled de-
nudes the scrolls sethaean sagged by incan-
descent globules dust-doomed, ‘,nd so inspher-
ed in sacro-sanctities; the universal cycluvids
subterrene the immeasureable abysses dishe-
velled into infirmities of stern gradations
whose astral spectrums all emanant submer-

ged through lakelets hydromel, adisintegrat-
ed the sun-ﬁred fragrancies hll manifestal ef- |
fulgence by vaults 'ﬂohemlc through cons-

phaerate hm‘momus 1‘otmdul up the re-ascent
heights to splurgic thrones.”

The veork from which the excerpt is taken
was studied carefully as a model, and mas-
tered by my indefatigable class-mate. The
result transcended the most sanguine expec-
tations, ease in utterance, a perfect command
of langnage, a cadence now heard in duleet
strains, now in accumulated thunders, weve
a few of the trophies of an casy victory, others
submitted to the same teaching and became
strong in the art; and thusas a class we went
forth fully equipped to move with awuniversal
Rhetoric the masses of humanity.

e e

OZ’IJEI’ COLLEGES

Harvard Scholarships amount to >"o 000
annually.

A son of Brigham Young who graduated
at West Point is now a tutor there.

Of Harvard’s 56 professors 43 are graduates
of the College. ’

$3000 is given to the student who passes
the boest entrance examination at Brown.

A co-operation sodiety has been formed at
Harvard for the purpose of securing books,
coal, ete., at cheaper .ates than at the storex.
Is there not need of a soviety of this kind
about here?

The resignation ofPres. Robins of Colby
University has been aveepeted. A successor
for Dr Robins is now being sought after.

Brown University proposes to send out a
large scientific expedition next summer, un-
der the direction of I'rof ackard, for the
purpose of collecting specimens for the muse-
um. Thirty students are to charter a vessel
and will visit Nova Scotia, in all probability
Blomidon. )

At the opening term at Amherst, Pres.
Seely proposed to the students that instead
of the faculty passing judginent in coses of
discipline as is now the custom, the matter
be left to a great cxtent in the hands of the
students themselves who are to elect a repre-
sentative board of ten "men, four being from
the Senr. three from the Junr. two from the
Soph. and one from the Fresh. classes with a
member of the faculty as presiding officer.
The duties of the beard are to veceive evi-
1dence in case a student has disobeyed the

S
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laws of the college, weigh it carefully and
render decision, which of conrse, is liable to
be o\ erruled by the Facuvlly, vut will stand
as the judgment of the students themselves.
Harvard College was named after John
Harvard who in 1638 left to the college £779
and a library of over 300 beoks. Willizm's
College was named after Colonei Ephraim
Williams a soldier' of the old French war.
Dartmouth College was named after Lord
Dartrnouth who subscribed a large amount
and was president of the first board of trus-
tees. Brown University received its name
from Hon. Nicholas Brown who was a gradu-
ate and endowed the College very largey.
Columbia Colicge Was called Kings College
till the close of the war when i, was named
Columbia. Bowdoin was named after Gov-
ernor Bowdoin of Muine. Yale College was
named after Elthu Yale who made liberal do-
nations to it. Colby University was named
after Mr. Colby of Boston who gave $50,000
to the Coliege in 1866. Cornell University
waus named after Ezra. Cornell its founder.
The Univer.ity of Cambridge comprises
seventeen colleges, cach of course, with its
own government, buildings and grounds.
The college grounds, are much smalles than
those of the average American college. At
Cambridge, an vnder-graduate’s apartments
consisis of three large chambers, with a small
pantry. The main room is a fine airy place,
in which breakfast ynd luncheon are served
by a private servant. Attached to this room
is the liitle paniry used for light working
and storage. Two other rooms open out of
the main apartment’; they are ten by fourteen,
one employed as a study and the other asa
bed chamber. A recent writer says of life at
an English college, that it is intellectually
far stronger than that of an American college.
The men secm to acgomplish more than we
do with les;, work. " The dinner is regarded
as the central feature of the daily life, for the
whole college usually meets at this time.—Ez.
Pres. Eliot of Harvard, recently gave an in-
stance of what a firm will and mother-wit
can do in enabling 2 young man to surmount
the difficulties in the way of his getting an
education. Two years 2ud o half ago there
appeared in Qarabridge, just before the exam-

ination for admission, & young man of rough
exterior whe came from asmall village in N.
Y., where his father carned a scanty living as
a stone mason. He came to see me before the
examination, and stated, among other thingy,
that he never had a teacher in Greek, Latin
or Grerman ; that he had begun to learn these
three langnages only sixteen months before:
that out of these sixteen months he had werk-
ed ten at his trade as a stone mason, and that
his entire quick capital was $10. To my as-
stonishment ke passed an excellent examina-
tion succeeding in every subject except Greek
composition which he had never tried to
learn. He was taken care of at Cambridge,
as many another has been, and in his first
year won a scholurship.

— - ettt Do B~ -

Methods and Curricula.

To fix the character and methods of true
education is perhaps the greatest problem of
this practical age. To deal with the infini-
tude of knowledge, to determine what may
and wha! can be studied, to chart out the
realm of common and professional inquiry, to
originize and vitilize a system of schools,
which will meet claims lor general and class
culture, to discern the laws of physical, men-
tal and moral growth. and adapt the quanti.y,
quality and manner of instruction to these
laws, are parts of a problem the perfect solu-
tion of which must long remain ideal. Some,
analyzing human nature for data, have made
valuable deductions ; others, reasoning from
external necessity, have introduced essential
elements : But time adds new complications
while even in respect to present progress
neither unanimity in theory nor uniformity
in practice is realized.

¥For some years there has been conflict  be-
tween the old and new, the theoretical and
practical. 'Will colleges revise their curricula
snd methods in obedience to the spirit and
learning of the times, or continue in the same
groove ad infinitum ? has been in many cases
a burning question. In most institutions
there has been a yielding, but many journals.

still attack college conservatism.
The Visitor says: “Old text Booksdie hard.
Old methods, in many instances, refuse to
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yvield. There is more absurd old-logyism
taking refuge in colleges than can be found
in all the lower departments of school work.
The time is just upon us when college meth-
ods will be submitted to tests as thorough
and philosophical as those which have raised
the publie school methods and courses of
study into a condition so nalural and sucecess-
fal.”

But whiie on one hand it is claimed that
modern stadies are equally valuable for men-
tal discipline as ony others, and that they
would develop the man in harmony with his
environmenis, it is urged on the .other, that
the needs and purpose of college training re-
main the sare, and that as the weans
hitherto used were adequate. there is no need
ol change.

Many consider that the desire for the pra-
tical has become a ruinous passion.

The Educational Magazine says: “Teachers
are hungering and lhnstmg for the practical.
‘In these days of longing and unrest’- the
phrasing should be ‘There is no royal road to
the practical’  The schools that become mee-
tanght by brains. recondite philosophy
motives.  There is nothing

cas are
and  efficient

. . !
which does ot rest in fact upon solid phil-

osophy discovered cither by profound rescarch
or intuition. The practical is sound intelli-
aence in effective wmotion.” ]
A writer in this Journal deals with the
evil elfeets of the machine spent upon educa-
tion, while “text-book grinding, parrotism,
hook-in-hand recitation heaving, cramming
unappreciated facts” are for the most part (?)
obsolete absurdities, new cvils have appeared.
Tie machine spent, he alleges, destroys the
individuality of teacher and pupil. “Budding
originalily” is stilled by “mechanical dull”
Deluded by the fallacy that makes “everybody
believe he can doanything,ifonly he can adopt
the very latest improved raethod of some other
hody,” beii making shoes or conductinga  re-
vival, painting a picturec or running a cam-
paign,” the teacher seeks in normal schools,
and manuals, methods rather than principles.
This writer thus apostrophises, “Shades of
ihe great and glorions teachers of the past—
men bursting {ull of living force resonant with
ringing enthusiasm, charged high with the

l'wpmn' o]ectrultv ol knowledge, rise dlld To-
buke thisabsurdity, this emasculated and  be-
nuumbing tyranny of the non-essential.

Neribners monthly complains that “The in-
dividual genius and the piarsonal quality ol
the teacher has been erowded to the wall by
the overloaded +ourse and exactitude of
study.”

In the opinion of many, mistakes are also
made in foreing mature oduvatxon upzon im-
matire society. It is contended that some
new states and provinees have leaislatod too
fust in educational matters.

That the difliculties involved inthese ques-
tions will ba ultimately overcome, approxi-
mately at least, is quite probable; but then
aravity demands as speedy a solution as pos-
sible.

Custom in some things may only clog: in
education it may ruin : experimenting with
material objects may only sacrifice foree, and
lifeless matter : with human beings it may
violate mind and spirit which are animate
and eternal. Ranpi

S remcnansy
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The officers of the Athvna\nm for the ensu-
ing term were elected March 24th.  The {ol-
lowing appointments were made :—

President—T. 11. Schofield.

Vice * --A. L. Powell

Corresp, Secty—F. M. Kelly.

Rec. “ 7 —M. B. Shaw-.

Treasurer —B. I1. (falkin.

[ 1. W. Corey, Chairman.
l T. 8. Rogers.
Lix. Committee d I B. Ellis.
| C. W. Williauns.
| 8. H. Cain.

The last term has been one of marked im-
provement in our society. The meetings have
been well attended and enthusiastic debates
have taken place. Credit is due the retiring
oflicers, especially the Ex. Committee, for the
manner in which they have performed their
duty. ' ‘

On April 14th the Athencum will resolve
itself into a Loeal Tegislature representative
of-that of Nova:Neotia. All the forms of Par-
liament are to be carried-out and the question
of abolishing the Legisldative Council will be
discussed. ' '

B N A S S

e

v -
v

A B



e s

A e

THE ACADIA ATHENEUM. 0

A Scientificand Musical Entertainment was
held in the Coliege Hall on the eveaing of
the 81st ult. Mr. Coldwell, assisted by mem-
bers of his class, illastrated the subject of
Chemistry by many beavtiful and . striking
experiments.  Choice violin selections were
given by a quartette, consisting of Dr. and
Mrs. Bowles, Geo. Munro and Miss Williams.
A piano duett was admirzbly rendered by
Misses Hamilton and Clinch, and a voral du-
ett by Misses Harding and Robins, elicited
applause, DBoth parts of the entertainment
were well received. The proceeds go to pur-
chase additional apparatus for the scientific
department.

The College Times, from Upper Canada Col-
lege, has, alter some time of inaction, been re-
vived, being yet tender in years adverse cri-
ticisis cannot justly be made.  We admire

your pluck in again getting on your feet.
————t e D e — - —

Don't forget your subscriptions.

Interesting explosions in the chemical
room.

Class meetings are on the boom.

The Library contains the Bible in over 100
different languages.

The flag staffwhich had the topmast blewn
off, is being refixed.

Rev. E. M. Kierstead delivers the next lec-
{ure in our course on April 28th.

L. A. Magee, 85, has left College to teach

" at Hantsport.

Dr. Srhurmaa goas to Toronto next month
to fulfil his éngagement as examiner for To-
ronto University.

Dr. De Blois baptized fomr yovug ladies
from the Institutions on Sunday the 2nd.

All report a pleasant Recep. From the
small numker present the students seem not
to realize their opportunities.

The “inevitable vote of thanks” hitherto
presented to our lecturers, on motion, will in
the future be givea directly from the chair.

The present term brought with it a new
Seminarian and a return of those who have
been recuperating.

Dr. Sawyer delivered the last monthly ad-
dress before the Institutions. His subject
was chosen from Matthew xii, and 37.

The impeinous Cads who rush into the
class-rooms before other classes are dismissed,
might afford te be less enthusiastic.

A. J. Pineo, '81, has resigned his position
as teacher: ot Hanrsport and goes to Windsor
as principal of the High School.

The latest change is the removal from of-
fice of the Janitor. A man of «olor succeeds
to the pozition. He has been christened and
named * Snowball.”

* The seats in the upper part of the gallery
are in so great demand that some of the boys
take a Junch and start early.

The A. C. Cricket Club held its first moet-
ing of the season on April 6th, when the fol-
lowing officers were el.cted for the cnsuning
term:

President—>. . Cook.

Vice * —H. B. Ellis.

Captain—R. W. Dodge.

Sec.-Treas—N. W. Cummings.

Managing Committee :

‘ H. R. Welto,
T. 8. Rogers,
E. M. Fream
A couple of th> Acadamy boys were greatly
taken in by some cocoanuts they had pilfer-
ed. They were damazed and had been thrown
out of doors.

It is an established fat that the carriculum
has been revised. Cry aloud ye coming men
the Integral Culeulus is to b dropped from
the course.

Lost,—One asthetic cap. On account of its
utility and being unique, the finder is ve-
quested to leave it at the oflice of the editors,
and receive the reward.

The skating at the rink has thus far been
very good. The lecation is such that the ice
cannot last as long as if it were on higher
ground.

The Ireshmar who applied for a family
ticket to admit himself and two ladies to the
Scientific entertaiment, was refused on the
ground of %o wvalid claim. The refusal was
manifestly nujust.

A late communication from  Archibald

Torbes informs us that he will not be able to
lecture for us thisterm ; but will in all proba-
bility come to Nova Scotia next year.
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Our maudlathms tamnht us “ Barly to bed
and e"xrly to rise will mak(, &e. ;" but some of
the boys take to the other adage *‘ The.carly
bird catches the worm.’ Why this rising to
brush away the morning frosts with hasten-
ing feet.

The I. 0. O. F. gave a concert on March
22nd. in Witter's Hall. The instrumental
music which consisted of piano, violin and
cornet, was frequently applanded. The vo-
cal music was well rendered. A “short farce”
at the close brought down the.house.

A Senr. was accosted by a fair {riend in the
following affection.te manner, * Farewell,
my own.” Not loug since he was examining
a catalogue of books, when-he unthinkingly
said “I shall purchase Young Americe Abroad,
when I get a library, it will be so interesting
for children.

The question is, are the Janiors to have an
expedition 2 They aie very'quiet if they are
looking forward to one. Two months is lit-
tle time enough to get through ivith the usu-
al number of faculty meetings and petitions
which are necessary of late. vears.

Report says that a certain Noph. is vejoicing
at the approach of warm_ weather. TProme-
nading in the corridors, however praisewor-
thy the purpose, has been rather too cold,but
happily, “ Spring’s coming.”

Good Friday was, in accordance with the
custom, observed as a holiday on the H.ll,
and the exercises in all departments were
suspended. About twenty of the Academy
students availed themselves of so rare an op-
portunity for spert (2) and proceeded with
their dinner under their arms to the Gaspe-
reat woods. They wmuch preferred to eat
their supper at home.

Some of our sporting students have already
begun their spring operations. A Junior has
again had his s~-~rwhat noted luck, nud ac-
cordingly has presented his boarding-mistress
with a basket filled with nothing. A Fresh-
man has made his friends presents of squir-
rel tails as the speils of the coaquered forest.
Persevere riends !

The predominant faculty in some of our

students appears to be what phrenologists
2all “destructiveness.” Not content ivith

tearing the gymmnasium 1o pieces . smashing
windows, ete., these few have undertaken the
complete destruction of - the boarding-house
bell. and have made a beginning by breaking
ofl the wheel. Such unzensonable actions as
these should be discountenanced by the body
of students. .

QUIPS and CRANKS. .

We have just read a handkem}ncf flirtation
code, and now advise aI] men desiring {o
avoid breach of promise sults to wipe then'
mouths with their coat- t:ul« —Ex.
A red-or-green- plush young girl,
A Russian-hair- muff voung alrl
A little-fur-capery,
ZAisthetic-drapery,
Ten-acre-hat young airl.—Ex.

The English langunage is supposed to con-
sist of about 60,000 distihet words. Of these
ordinary people use only from 500 to 3000,
great orators perhaps as many as 10,000, and
lightning-rod agents and directory canvass-
ers 59,963.

She went to the store 1o bay toilet soap,
and while the clerk wvas cxpatiating on its
merits, about made up har mind to pur-hase;
but when he said “it would keep off chaps,”
she remarked that she didn’t want that kind.

1‘our students of & W]S( onsin College. who
stole a farmer's gate “for fun were given by
the faculty the alternative of leaving the col-
lege ot of undergoing such punishment as
the favmer might inflict. . They chose the lat-
ter, and the farmvr condemned theia to chop
four cords of his wood and deliver it to a

poor widow. They did 1} to the music of a -

band and the plaudits of a crowd that watch-
ed the opemtion. [

Y

Longfellow.

The English-speaking \3 orld has lately been
startled by the announcement of the death of
the great American poet, Longfellow. Al-
though he had reached the ripe age of seveniy-
five,the remarkable vigor of his late years had
led the American pubhc {o hope that the life
of their poet would be spared still longer.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was born

Ly N
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in Portland, Maine, in the year 1807. Thefe
he recerved his early education at one ¢f ihe
then noted New Lngland Academies,and even
at this time he wrote verses, which showed
evident signs of poetical genius. At the ear-
ly age of fourteen he entered Bowdoin College,
and after graduating with a high standing
at that institution, he ¥ntered the office of his
father, Hon. Stephen Longlellow, a noted law-
ver of the time. Law, however,was not to
he Longfellow’s \'otathn, and fortunately for
himself and for literatuve, he received, only a
year after his graduatlon, the appointment_ of
Professor of Modern Languages and Litera-
ture in his Alma Matex‘;—a chair created es-
pecially for him. He gladly accepted a posi-

ition so congenial to his tastes, and according-

ly went to Europe and spent three years in
the different conntries. preparing himself for
the fulfilment of the duties of his chair, as
well as incidenaltly for-many of his literary
works. He only held his professorship in
Bowdoin for five years, when he was trans-
ferred to Harvard as Irofessor of Xodern
Languages and Belles-Letters. Two more
vears abroad spent in the study of the legends
and literature of the countries visited fitted
him amply for his new duties, which he dis-
charged for seventeen years, while his repu-
tation as a scholar and poet steadily increas-
ed. As the success of a professor depends
mainly upon the interest which he incites in
his pupils for their work, it does not surprise
us that Longfellow was eminently successful.
Idward Everett Hale, who studied under
him says, the best proof of this is that Long-
fellow was on intimute terms with every
member of his class, and was always willing
to enter into familiar conversation on all sub-
jects relevant to their studies. How unlike
the majority of professors \\jho, it seems, con-
sider it their paramount duty to have their
students dislike themx! Upon resigning in
1854, Longfellow took up his residence in that
anique hounse in Cambiidge, which possesses
a double interest to visttors, as it was, before
the evacuation of Bostoh, the headquarters of
Washington.

Longfellow began to publish his pocns,
carly, and many of his familiar shorter ones
appeared while 4 student at Bowdoin. His
literary life, however, may not fairly be con-

11
sidered to have begun until 183.), when he
received bis ]Iarvard appoinimen:. Trom

this time almost every year gave something
new to the eager devourers of his writings
His services to American literature can har d-
ly be over-rated. When his work began,
American Jiterature was in its infancy, and
it fell with success to his lot to transform the
the prosiac American mind to one that could
appreciate poetical talent. But why, we may
ask, is it that his poetry has won its way to
popular favour, why even in England do we
find a volume of his poems in the hovels of
the lower classes? The auswer is found in
the man himself. The same sphit which
made him an intimate acquaintance with his
pupils in his professor’s life has made him
the friend of all those with whom he has come
in contact in his poetical life. The author of
the “Voices of the Night” maust have had a
purely natural Leart—one to which the mass
must be bound as to a personal friend. In his
longér poems the same humanity is present ;
they appear to be the natural sequence of his
eatlier ones, wrought ont by a steadily in-
creasing poctic power. In “Evangeline” and
in “Hiawatha” the poet is at his best, and
notwithstanding the severe criticism on  the
form of both, they will yet find their way i1.-
to English classics. The subject of “Evange-
line” was one admirably suited to Longfel-
low’s mind, but the story is too well known
to Nova Scotians to be related here. The
“Song of Hiawatha” shows hislove of, and
his hbor in searching out the legends of the
aborigines of his own country Americans
rejoice in its being purely American, while
its strangeness and fascination conspire to in-
terest all readers.  Of his other works we
have not the space here to make special men-
tion, but suffice it to say that they detract in
10 respect from the reputation he has won
for himself irom the foregoing. IHis transla-
tion of Dante has been considered a complete
success, but it has been regretted by many
that he did not spend the vast amount of
labor bestowed upon it in writing another
original poem.

Among the readers of poetry theve is a
great variety of tastes, but that class of poe-
try which breathes out sentiments resulting
from a highly sympathetic nature will alwavs
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be found in popular favor. That this favoris
merited in such a case there is no doubt, and
on this ground Longlellow’s reputation is
certainly a deserved one, Who can read the
“Psalm of Life,” or “Flowers” without recog-
nizing in their writer a poet keenly sensative
ef the precarious lot of mortals 2 The poems
which have the most commonplace subjects
are the best known to the many. Every day
Longfellow passed the “Village Blacksmith”
on the way to his college duties. “The Old
Clock on the Stairs,” “The Building of the
Ship” furnish other examples of his  pre-emi-
nent power of breathing the breath oflife into
what would appear to others too trivial for
nolice.

The real merit of Longfellow has been
variously estimated—some have denied him
the power of imagination, others that he
wrete for a directly moral aim, but there can
be no doubt that the reputation he has won
for himself will last, and that the influence he
has exerted in raising the rank of American
literature will always be recognized by that
pecple.  His works will now be read more
than ever, and the great mass of the English-
speaking pueople will regret the death of a
friend. Vorsa.

A. W. BORDER,
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Dr Schmmul, previous to the deh\uy of
his lecture on “Milton, the Genius of English
Puritanism,” at Halifax, agreeably surprised
his class in Literature, by reading the greater
part of this paper. Space does not permit to
make a review of it, but suffice it to say that
. rome passages were applauded, and the class
was confirmed in the belief that Dalhousie
students would enjoy a treat.

The following was handed to us, and we
infer from the tone that it was contributed by
rome of our fair friends.

Reply to poetry (?) in ATHEN&EUM.—“Why
do not more of our young men get married ? ?”
asks a rvecent writer. Whlsf' till we tell him.
There isn’t more than about one young man
in ten worth marrying, and the girls are find-
ing it out.

[Grood,—but this sounds like the old " fable
of the Fox and the Grepes. And if your con-
clusion be true, 'tis a lesson which the girls
are long in learning.—Iips.]

The Annual Report of the Schools of New
Brunswick has been forwarded to wus. The

statistics show the number of schools for the|

Summer Term, 1880, to be 1,868—decrease 36;
the number of teachers, 1,410—decrease, 23;
the namber of pupils, 52,739—decrease, 3,977.
For the Wisiier term,
schools was 1,297—increase 14; the number
of teachers, 1,356—increase 28 ; the number
of pupils in attendance, 49,550—decrease, 758.
The General Report says:—Indeed, it has
never been my privilege to witness so uni-
versal and successful a movement, having for
its aim the securing of the proper subjects of
scheol instruction, the best order of their study
and truly educative methods of dealing with
them in the daily.lessons of the school-room.

-tried to extricate yourselves by hurling,

1881, the number of

When o fly tickles one he generally brushes
it off; it is some feeling of this kind that
causes the ATHEN.EUM to “usually have some-
thing to say about the Gazette” Again you
have fled to your accustomed resort, the Ar-

gunientum ad hominem ; again you accuse us of

untruthfulness, while the fault is in your
looking at us throngh the dim light of »
puerile Judgment. You say, “In the criticism
thé ATHEN.EUM bestowed on us, we find
nothing to which to reply.” Have you not
found this your difficulty throughout, and
as
you thought, daggers at the editors of the
ArsENEUM? The last quoted words sound
weak and faint as the wail of a sickly infant,
and your attempted criticism throughout was
flut,—a type, doubtless, of the mer who wrote
it. In your last we shall look for a farewell
“blow,” and perhaps a requiem for that faith-
tul staff who have tried to bold the helm of
Dalhousie through the turbulent waters. Vale!
Vale!

‘-"","*".""‘_“

‘When you see a fellow mortal
Without fixed and fearless views,
Hanging on theskirts of others,
Walhmn' in their cast-off shoes:
Bowm« low to wealth and favor,
With abjec,t uncovered head,
Ready to retreat or waver,
Willing to be drove or led ;
Walk yourself with firmer bearm
Throw your moral shoulders back
Show your spine has nerve and marrow,
Just the thing that he must lack.

A stronger word

‘Was never heard

In sense and tone

Than this—Backbone.—Grip.

S
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The sun has sunk behind the mountain.
From the Bast come the ev ening mists, like
hooded friars, followed by the shades of night,
draped in sable garments, — a funeral train
following the departed day to its grave in the
great cemetery of the past. Slowly and silent- |
ly they glide over sea, river and valley, and
on to the distant hills, till their dark flowing
weeds hide the landscape from view.

The day is past. This morning it lay in
the immeasurable future—"‘a thing of possi:
bilities and probabilities.” Its probabilities
have been tested ; its possibilities became the
realities of the present, and are now relegated
to the infinite past ; its spirit lives in its in-
{luence, indefinitely powerful in shaping and
directing the coming future.

In all the organic world Life-and Death are
reciprocally conditional, following one ano-
ther in a succession of ever-repeated alterna-
tions. The decayed peat-moss of last year
supports the living moss of this year, holding
its rootlets and giving itnourishment. So in
the phenomena of time, the actualities of the
“living present” and the undéfized possibil-
ities of the future all rest upon the “dead
past,” sending their ramifying'roots through
all its vast duration, and thence deriving their
direction and their power.

The future ever holds the Idea] ; our actions
are strivings to reduce that Iueal to the Real
of the present; and the record of those st iv-
ings, which, whether successful or futile, are
never without effect, is History. Hopeful
vouth lives in that ideal land of the future
with its charming landscapes dnd its golden
mists ; contemplative old age, in the diversi-
fied scenery, the sunshine and shadows of the
past ; vigorous manhood must ac/ in the pre-
svni—that ever-shifting boundary between
two eternities.  Acrvoss that line ever hurries
in jostline march a strange, weird time-pag-
cant, which to us seems irregular and confws-
el but in which the Infinite Intelligence sees
order and purpose. S1aa.,

TIE AOADIA ATHENA:UM.

The addluon oi an extra page aﬁords us an
opportunity of recording the novel discussion
that took place in the Athep:rum on Friday
evenmo the 14th inst. The Athenwum re-
solved 1tsvlf into the ITouse of Assembly, and
debated the “Bill for the Abalition of the Leg-
islative Council,” brought in by the Govern-
ment. The question being a live one, there
was a warnm contest, and it was difficult some-
times to decide which party would uliimate-
1y carry off the palm of victory=  After four:
hours discussion the Bill passed the House by
a majority of six votes. Applause greeted
each of the speakers from. their respective
sides and many sharp hits and repartees were
indulged in. The DProvincial Secretary and
Premier, Mr. Ii. A. Corey, opened the discus-
sion and he was followed by the leader of the
Opposition, Mr. W. H. Moore. The other
speakers on the ﬂ‘ovemmcn* side were Messrs.
Bradshaw, Cook, Powell, Rogers, Ross,Troop.
Williams and Whitman-; on the Opposition
Messts. Cain, Calhoun, I. W. Corey, Dodge.
Hutchinson, Kelly, Lougley and Shafiner.
The Speaker's chair was filled by Mr. I. IL
Schefield. During the evening's session good
order prevailed, and there is no doubt that
the novelty of the occasion made it enjoyable
to every one.  There was a marked difference
between this debate and the ordinary Athen-
wum discussion.  We have little doubt that
il it is tried again the experiment will be
equally, if not more successful.
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The lecture announced for April 28th, by
Rev. Mr. Kierstead. will be postponed until
May 5th. A note from Senator Boyd informs
us that on account of poor health he will be
mnable to lecture for us this year. We regrei
to hear of Mr. Boyd's inability and received
the announcement with disappointrrent.
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A new piano has been procured for the As-
sembly Iall.  The pufling and straining usu-
ally attended witll moving planos will nof
now be requived.
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M. B. Shaw, class "85, hus left College and
takes a school at Annapolis.



