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LOVELL’S SERIES OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

Having long felt the necessity existing for a SERIES OF EDUCATIONAL WORKS, prepared
and -

EXPRESSLY ADAPTED FOR OUR COLONIAL SCHOOLS,

The Publisher was induced to attempt the supply of this want.- His efforts thus far have been
‘crowned with success ; his books having been most generally welcomed in the Schools, and most
favorably noticed by the Press, of British North America.

LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPHY

Has met with entire success, having been already introduced into almost every School
throughout British North America. The General Geography, however, being considered too
far advanced for young beginners, a new and elementary work has been prepared; entitled,

EASY LESSONS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY.

The * Easy Lessons” is written in an easy and gradual style, and is considered by eminent
judges the best book yet issued for young beginners.

The publisher takes great pleasure in calling attention to the following Liist of the

SCHOOL BOOKS

already issued by him; and to which he will add, from time to time, such New Works as may
be of use to the Youth "of the Provinces :

1. LOVELLIYS GENEBAL GEOGRAPHY, with 51

Colored Map skus Beautiful Eugmvi and s
Table of (,loc 8 ol’ the World. By
Hodgins, 1L

16, Student’s Guide to Euglish Grammar ; or, the Way

to §
“d. GpeArmstrong. M.A.

ak and Write Grammatically, By the Rev.

{Thts Book is upehny uhpwd Ior. and ww&yolhﬁ-ﬁuﬂu Into,
évery College, Ackdomy, and School s the Bidtish Provinoes,
£ Parents shoald see that it s in their Children’s baads.]
2. EASY LESSONS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY,
z)mﬁom ‘ps aad Illulst(l;stmns hl?mg ﬁntroducwry
vell’s Gereral Geogra) J. George
Hodgins, LL.B., F.R.G.8. P Y
3. National Am;hmetxc, in Theory and Practice, adapt-
ed to mal Currency. By J, H. Nangster,
Esq., M A. .
Mptional Arithmetic. By the same.
en &y Arithmetic, in Decimal Currency. By

: Hand-Book ot
ysics or, the Phy Col
ty. By the same. k

‘Rook on Inorganic Ch ol .
Helentific iculture.; By J. 'W.
X y

Jaitre

st System of Book-Keeping, b;
P vj)nuble Entry. By Thomas wﬁ. John)-v

9. Naml éhu Pa t 11,1
&f't;micﬂ osuphy, by

The Philoso-
affrey Robertson,

sou, Aé
14. Leunie's W Gramma.r, full bound.
do, do. half bound.

17, Engliah Grammar wade Easy. By G. G. Vasey.
18. Classical English Spelling Book. By the same.

19. Elements of Elocution. By J. Barber, M.B.C.8.
20. Outlines of Chronology. By Mrs. Gordon.

1. British American Reader. By J. D. Borthwick, Esq.

22. The A-B-C Simplified, and Readirfg made eay to
the capacity of Little Children. By @,G. V.

23. Pinnock’s Jn'oved Edition of Goldsmnh'a History
of lsu tand. - (Vecond Mmon.) By
W.C lor, LL.D., T.C.D
24‘ An Easy Mode of Teaching the Rudiments of Latin
r 10 ers. By Th Jafirey Ro-
bertson, Esq.,lf A, :
Text Books, prm;adfrom new Staraotypa Plates, and
in good Bindings.
25, First National Book-of Lessons.
28. Second do. - do.
do. .- do.

In Press, and will thartly b publi.slwd: s
32. A School History of Capada, and of the other Brit-
ish Provinces, with unﬁmtmtians By 3. George
Hodgins, LL.B., F.R.G.S.
83. Introduction to Geology and Pa!mntoloy; ha.vinﬁ
cial reference to the
EE)cssils of British North America, By 1. Billiogs,
Paleontologist of the Geological Survey oi
Canada.

MR. ADAM MILLER Toaomo, and MR. ROBERT MILLER, MoNTREAL, are the Genzii‘
Agents for the Sale of these Books throughout Canadsa. ‘

MR. ROBERT L. GIBSON is the General Agent for the Sale of these Book&k hrg
Nova Scotia, New Brungwick, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland.

MoxTREAL, January, 1864.
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APRIL, 1864.

THE question has been repeatedly put ! the taking of an appointment of the kind.

by members of the Church interested in
her missionauy operations, \What is the
present state of the Synod’s Forcign Mis-
sion Scheme? We sympathize with the
solicitude which the question implies, but
are not n a porltion to answer it.  The
matter is intrusted to a large and influen-
tial Committee of ministers and elders,
and it is to be presumed that they have
not allowed ten months to elapse without
meeting in anxious and prayerful delibera-
tion upon the sulject. No doult they
will be prepared to report the results to
the ensuing mecting of Synod. If they
have any definite plan o propose’it woull
be we'l to have an entline of it made pub-
lic before the Synod meets, so that mem-
bers may consider it and mature their
views,

The deliverance of last meeting of Svnaed,
now bLefme us, directs the Committee to
espend upon adewish mission the funds
raised on that account; and to give at-en-
tion to the urgent claims of British Colum
bia and Vancouver’s Isdand. Had any
actien been talien in reforence to ether of

these fields it wust certaindy have become |

known. and neihing of the kind havine
bean anade public, the conclision is that
no scheme hus yet been put into practival
operation.  The Synod was informed that
one of the students then up for exam na-
tion was prepared o take an appointment
for Beviout.  Tiie advantages of the ficld
were desenibed, and the youns man's qua-
Wications were higlhly commended.  The
appointment,  we  know, has not been
made, and rumour acsigus the divided
state of fecling maaifested in the Synod as
the reason which operated with the stadent
indmwing back  The reason has certainly
much weight, and, if veal, its reporied
cficct cannot but be respected in present
circumsiances.  These circumstances are
such that the mest sangunine expectations

refared to.  Experience shows very clearly:
that it is unwise on the part of the Synod
to assume the responsibility of maintaining
an enterprise, which nas not the unanimous
or very nearly unanimous approval of our
ministers and congregatiuns. A large body
might be justificd in proceeding with a
scheme disapproved of by a considerable
minority. But asmall body like ours cannot
reckon upon the necessary support unless
there be a feeling in favour of the project
very cordial and all but universal. This
conclusion might be condemned as pre-
sumptuous and unsound if no warning
experiment could be adduced tostrenathen
it Bat let anybody select one of the

. schemes which in the history of our Church.
© has reached an inecipient stage of prosperity,
*let it be the one that may be supposed to

¥, ¢
. Bave

the areate-t attractions and  the

o strongest elaims, and what is the lesson

tanght us by the partial and fitful mainte-
nance it has received ? - Clearly this, that

. an alequate support cannot be depended

- the case.

upon. Theugh a number of congregations
display a most praiseworthy liberainty, the
mzjority come short of the necessitics of
Such consequences as these

mevitably  follow:—The  Commiittee  of

* manasement become embarrassed for want

can scarcely warrant either the giving or -

of funds, their annual reports are filled
with wailing and lamentation over the
conduct of umnterested ministers and non-
contributing congregations, and a litle
adversity in the operations of the scheme
plunzes the whole concern into hopeless
difficuity. The French Mission is a case
in point. It mav be supposed to have pe-
cahiar attractions. It may be assumed
that it comprehends responsibilities to
which cvery congregation in the country
s abve. Itis a Home Mission. If the

. repotts «f the Commiittee speak truly, and

ail Frew b Mission Comimittees in the land
do nat lie, it is a progressive, Lopeful mis-
sien.  The Synod listens with attention to.
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the details presented from year to year.
Favourable deliverances are passed with
perfect unanimity. But what of all that
when more than a half of the congrega-
tions give nothing? What of all that
when the Conimittee are beset with diffi-
culties which require only a reasonable
anpual offering from each congregation to
be removed ! Synodical sauction is no safe-
guard. Supreme ecclesiastical authority is
invoked in vain. Congregational indepen-
dence crushes the genius of Presbytery.
These sentences are not written in a fit
of despair. We do not conclude thata
missionary spirit is entirely wanting in the
Charch. But for one thing we contend,
namely, that it is unwise in present cir-
cumstances and with such experience as
we have had, for a mission Committee to
expect success in any project they may
submit to the Synod unless very nearly all
the congregations are engaged to support
it. Whatthen? Have no mission schemes?
Cultivate no missionary zeal among the
people? No. But until amission is de-
vised that all will approve of and nearly
all engage to support with cordiality, let
steps Le taken to excite an enlightencd
missionary spirit; rid the few congrega-
vions that make conscience-work of obey-

ing synodical appointments—rid them of

the all but useless burden which these im-
pose, so that they may be free to assist
Christian missions supported by stronger
churches, or to undertake of themselves
such efforis as they can by their own man-
agement carry cut; and let the Synod by
a Committee point ont and recommend,
from time to tune, one or more of those
noble enterprises in which the Parent
Church, or any other Church with which
we may think it an honour to co-operate,
is engaged. 1t is trae, delightfully true,
that many of our people know how to give
of their means when good objects are pro-
posed tothem; and if) 1n the meantime, our
Church lacks the sense or tact, or what-
ever other virtue 1s necessary in order to
gather into her treasury the wealth of her
mumbers, et us encourage towards really
operative schemes the flow of that benevo-
fence by wlich, aceording to Scripture,
the scatterer is increased and the liberal
soul mad. fut.

* LOOKING at the proceedings of Par-
liament, the conntry sems threatened with
a deluge of legislation.  Such is the num-
ber of bills coveting a place 1n the statute
book, that, in order to di-pose of them all,

THE PRESBYTERIAN. .

holidays have much need to be turned into
working days. If practice makes perfec-
tion, the members of the present House will
be adepts at forwarding and hoisting, and
parliamentary operations all and suundry,
before the Session ends. We occasionally
sec a Bill the title of which induces us to
look into it in the hope of finding some-
thing particularly interesting.

A Bill has been introduced by Mr.
O'Halloran to enable certain religious
societies in Lower Canada to appoint suc-
cessors to trustees of lands held by them.
It is a copy of an Act which was passed
some time ago with a limited operation of
one year. The object is to give Christian
socicties that may have received convey-
ance of lands without the manner of ap-
pointing successors to the original trustees
being set forth in the deeds of grant, a
further opportunity of supplying the omis-
sion which through ignorancc of the for-
mer Act they may have neglected. It
requires a mecting of the congregation to
be called, by notice given over the signature
of five members and aflixed to the Church
door, to determine by a majority of
adult members the mode of succession,
and imparls to such determination placed
on record the same effect as a clause
in the deed of grant. If passed, as we
hope it will be, it will continue in force for
one yoar ; and it is of the greatest import-
ance that all congregations in the position
described should, within that period, take
advantage of its provisions.

We notice a Bill by Mr. Cowan on the
important subject of Vaccination. It is
very ninute and stringent inits provisions,
as such an Act to be of any public service
must be.  We do not object toit on that
ground, but we do hope that somce other
persots than School Commissioners will be
named and required to perform the duties
imposed in scction 15. It is required of
them to report to the Superintendent of
Educestion *“ the number of children over
six months old in their respective school
divisions who have not beeun vaccinated,”
and also to the County or City Council! the
names and post office addresses of their
parents or gunrdian<; and neglect of this
duty cxposcs to a penalty of between five
and twenty dollars for each offence.  The
Commissioners of Schools in this city are
of course curious to know, not so much
what speeial affinities connect the neglect
of vaccmnation with the provision of a
sound education, as how the asency and
expense, without which this duty cannot
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be performed are to be procured. They
live in a city supposed to have a population
of 100,000. Its areais theirschool district.
If they undertake this new duty they will of
course do it thorouzhly. There are six of
them, all men full of buciness, public and
private. Personal inspection is out of the
question.  Aro they to find volunteers
or pay for substitutes, There is no place
like Montreal for volunteers, but we can
hardly expect gentlemen or ladies to offer
their services in this cause. The only al-
ternative, then, is to pay for substitutes.
Now this compels a painful exposure of
poverty. Be it known, then, that in the
city which claims to be the mercautile
capital of Canada, the centre of intelli-

aence and enterprise, the whole public :

provision for education as placed under
the control of the Protestant Commission-
ers amounts to $2071.20 per annum,
$690.40 from the government grant for
education in Lower Canada, and $1350.80
from the City Council.
strictest cconomy, we ought to say parsi-
mony, two good school-houses moderately
well furnished with apparatus have been
secured n tWo widely separated districts

of the city. The teachers are excellent !

men far above the average in qualification,
and their rooms are crammed. One of
these school-houses has beeu but receuntly
erected, and the treasurer is considerably
in advance for costs. In order to enlarge
the other to meet the rapidly growing
demand for accommodation they must go
into debt. Is it because, with all their
other duties, they have not enough to do
w making this paltry grant go as far as
possible, that they are asked to search out
and report all the unvaccinated. Oris it
beeanse they have done wonders with their
little income that legislators do not scruple
to bid them perform yet more cxtraordi-
aary feats with 1t? Ve hope that this scc-

By dint of the |

tion of what will be in many respects a .
usetul bill wiil cxeite the tender mercies of |

a majority of the House, and that an
wnendment relieving the Commissioners of
adifficulty, which would be amusing if it
were not =o serions, will he carmied. We
wonld not object to its Leing required of
the members of Parliament to spend the
Chnistmas and Easter holidays, in the work
which Mr. Cowan proposes to exact of the
siready overtaxed School Commissioners.

TWO communications on the book is-
sued by the Synod’s Commiitee on hymns
appear, in other columns. Both together
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give us rather too much “say’ on the
same subject for one nnmber. But as the
meeting of Synod is approaching it is
thought proper to insert them this month.
‘Thev are from very ditterent persons, and
contain some poiuts which memters of
Synod may. think of importance. The
mewmbers of Committee will also see bv
them the sort of criticisms to which their
book is exposed. The Committee of
course expect criticism, they will be grate-
ful for the kindly expression of opinion, and
will listen attentively to every objection.
We have no unwillingness to make our
columns the medium of exchanging opin-
ion on so interesting a subject, but we
would like the discussion kept within due
bounds. It is unnecessary for several wri-
ters to dwell upon the same point.  If ad-
ditional commmunications are forthcoming
wo will look for something different from
what has been already written. We also
bespeak as mnch brevity as possible.  Let
it be borne in mind that the Committee
ara acting under a unauimous appuintment
of the Syunod, and that their hymn book
will form the body of their report. We
are sure that any one duly considering the
nature of the Comuwittee’s position will de-
sire to express no hasty or partial opinion
of their performance. Ou this point we
may quote two sentences fram the Record
of ithe Chu ch of Scotland for March, in
reference to a similar kind of duty intrust-
ed by the General Assembly to a Comuit-
tee: “In a task so difficult and responsible
as the selection of matter to form the
themes of praise in the Church, probably
for generations to come, the Committee
ought to have the sympathy of all, and us-
sistance from those competent to give it.
It would be easy to sit by and criticise,
especially when one is not held bound to
reader a reason for opinions and feelings;
but let suggestions be given, with respect
both to the principles that ought o wwde
the sclection, and as to particalar hymns.”

N answer to inquiries respecting the
position of the question of instrmmental
music considered svandically, we offer a
few words by way of wformation. In 1860,
at Kingston, the Syaod by a larre majori-
tv declared against the use of instrumental
music in the services of the sanctuary.  In
1562 the Synod veversed that decision, to
the extent of declining tointerfere with the
arrangement by which instrumental music
had been used in a particular Church fora
long period of years, aud in counection.
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with which the question first came up. It
also issued an **injunction to Presbyterics
to take order that no chauge of any kinl
be introduced into the ex-reises of public
worship in any congregation which are
likely to d.stract its peace and harmony.”
It appeared to some that this was no deci-

.
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I brought up to last m eting of Synod, pray-
s g for 4 clear deliverance one way or the
cother in regard to ins ramental  musie.
- The overture was rejected.  We presume,
- theralore, tha: by the deliverauce of 1862
i 12 is understoo 1 thit the Synol commits to
| congregations the introduction of changes

sion bearing upon the gencral question of | into the exercises of public wor-hip, the

instrumental music any more than upon a
change of any other kinl in the exervise,
of public worship, and it was felt som--what
diflizult to believe that the Synod would
give even the faintest colour of a santion
to the introduction of chanzes of uny kind,
barred only by the injunction to Presbyte-
ries to interfere when the peace atd har-
mony of a congregation are likely to be
disiracted.  Au overture was therefore

" Presbytery being required to preventthem
wouly when the ke:ping of the peace ren-
i ders it necassary to do so.  Consequently
i the introduction of instrumental music, as
i we un lerstind the position of the question,
i can be uo difliculty with a congregation
| unanimousiy in favoar of it, or rather with
14 congregation that is not unpeicefully
i agaust 1.

et of our Churef.

—

CONGREGATIONS.

SrexcerviLlus.—Tie anaual missionary maet-
ing was held in the Town Hall on the 24th of
Feb. The Hall was filled.  Addresses were
delivered by Rev. W. M. Pattyson, J. Cron,
Esq., elder, and Rav. J.B. Muilan, minister of the
Coangregation.
sence of several speakers who were expected.

A handsome collection was made in behalf of : N
| Peeshytery, on the 23th of February last, when

the Home Mission Scheme.

Oaxsrowy.—Tnis cangregation his erected a
manse at a cost of nearly 3219). Thebailling
ofa new Caurch i3 also contemplated.

Raxsar.—.\ soiree in coanection with tie

opening of the new Caurch at Almonte was .
Tae !

fixed for Wednesday, the 17th of Feb.
weather proved sadly unpropitions, and thoiga
a goodiy nimber came oat in spite of the storu,
and a pleasant meeting was hell, it was d2-
termined to have a second meeting on the fol-
lowing Wednesday.

satisfactory nature.  The sum of 33, realized
from the two mectings, is to be applied to the
defraying of a debt upoa the church.

Raxanro.—Two vears ago this ficld was a
spititual waste. In the spring of 13432 the Rev.
Joshua Fraser, naw in Montreal, then acting a3
a missionary, began to labour inat. He col-
lected a considerable body of people at his Sab-
barh-day s:rvices, and bad a numerously it-
tended and flourishing Sabbath school.  Tue
locality was visited on the 24th of Febraary
last by a depatation from the Presbytery of
Glengary, and a3 a result of Mr. Fraser's la-
bours, they had the satisfaction of maeting in
an cxcellent church, capable of coataining
about 250 people—the projerty b ing sccured
by regular deed.  Tuough the roads were bad,
there wits a capital attendance. It is hoped
-there will soon ke a sottled pastor; in the

Much regret was felt at the ab-~ 3
by Mr. Fergason.

Tie latter assembly was |
very large, and the proceedings were of a very |

« m2antime the people are happy in having fort-
| nigaily service from Mr. Feryg t3on, the Presby-
) tery’s catechist.

j  PoaxTAqsyEr.—Since the retirement of the
. late Mr. Grigor from active daty, this conzre-
gation has been withoat a settled pastor. Ser-
vice has, hywever] been conducted fortnightly
The saciament of the Lord's
supper was administered, by appointment of

miay rejoiced in the opportunity of commemo-
rating the Saviour’s dying love.  An enterpris-
ing gentleman, hiving an interest in  that

!
i neighbourhood, has offered 2 hose and 1ot with
i
1

fuel free o any missionary who may be ap-
pointed to the field  Tais libzral offer will, wo
trast, 3000 be accepted by samz one who is anx-

ioas to work for the Lord in a locality where,

testant ministry,

H
!
{ we believe, there is at preseat no settfed Pro-
!
1
i

MuLssr.—~A\lthaugzh ourprople hare have had
the s atus of a congregation for many years,
they have hitherto worshipped in school hoases.
On the 6th ult.,, hawever, a church, not quits
finished, was formally opened by the Rev. J.
Carmichael of King, who o ficiarel morning and
evening to large aua .iences. The sermons were
very carnest and impressive, and will, it is
hoped, have the effect of stirring up the peo-
ple to valae their opportanities.  On the day
following a congregational mecting was held
at whieh abrat two thirds of the seats weres
rented.  If this by th: chareh fHr which sub-
scriptions were solicite1in Montreal, more than
seven years ago, ccclesiastical affuirs proceed
rather stowly in Mulmur.

« At Tossoreatio, whare there is a very encour-
i aging section of the congregation, an auniver-
sary Sabbath school meeting was held on the
10th of Feb. last.  Including the members of
the Bible class the scholars presest numbered
! upwards of eighty. There was a large atten-
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-ante of pare.ts. The management of the

meeting was conducted by a few voung men in
.

& most praiseworthy manner.

Sr. Asprew’'s Cuvncn, Lixnpsav.—This bean-
tiful edifice was dedicated to the worship of
God on the 31st January last. Morning and
evening services were conducted by the Rev.
Dec. Mathicson of Moutreal, and afiernoon ser-
vice by the incumbent, Rev. William Johuson.
There was also a service in G.iclic by the Rev,
J. Macmnrchy, of Eldon. At all the diets the
house was crowded.  The congregations were
composed of ¢ all religious denominations and
all clusses who spontaneously gathered together
to do homage on the interesting occasion.”
Many had travelled twenty and cven thirty
miles to be present.  Judging by the interest
manifested the proceedings will not soon be
furgotten. The collections were large.

This church was designed by Spier & Son of
Montreal, architects, and is worthy of them, It
i3 finely situated on the rising ground in the
northern part of the town. [tis constructed
of white brick with Bobcaygeon stone finish-
mgs. The style is Gothic, of the elliptic design,
and the tou! ensemble internally is imposing and
pretty. The interior i: in excellent keeping
with the exterior—spacious aisles and capaci-
ous pews, a platform pulpit neatly hung in scar-
let silk velvet and carpeted with rich tapestry
carpet, giving anaypeasance of comfort which
is a reality. Tie ceiling is lofty and is spanned
with masjive timbers which prove the strength
of the roof. Three years ago the congregation
was in a deploribly  divided and  weak
state ; now itis an important charge compris-
ing muchof the intellizence and respectability
of the town. The ¢ Kirk” has iutrenched her-
selt in the capital of the county. The Church,
which without galleries accommondates between
four and five hundred, is expected to be free of
debt before the expiration of the year.

BriLeviLLg —George Neilson, Fsq. having
completed his splendud new hall, opened it on
Friday 27th Nov. last. with a concert for 1he
benefit of the Sabbath schoul Library of St An-
drew’s Church.  The results were grafying.
Under the able leadership of Mr. Qrme, the
chotr acquitted themselves in a manuer that
elicited the warm plaadits of the large and re-
spectable andicence assembled oa the occasion.
In the course of the evening also, C. Mclean,
Esq. vlayed on the violin, in a masterly style.a
sariety of Scottish airs, which greatly enbaneed
the interest of the proceeding:.  With the
amount realized, about §3), the teachers of the
Sunday school have been enabled to add 104
new volumes to the library.

Un the evening of 3d Feb. a missionary
mecting was held i St. Andrew's Church, John
Bell, Esq., in the chiir.  The Rev. Mr. Buchan
l}:wing opened with prayer, appropriate ad-
dresses were delivered by De. Mathieson of
.\lon}rval, Mr. . Burdon, and the Rev. Messrs.
Inglis (Kingston), &ell, Douse, and McLaren.
The proceedings were of a very interesting
character, and at the close the collection and
subscriptions amounted to ab-mt 399, to which
samz additions, we understand, have since beea
made.

The annual congregational soiree took place
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in Neilson's Hall on Wednesday, 10th Feb. last,
the Rev. A, Walker, the respected pastor, ofti-
ciating as chairman. The large roow wusg
filled, there being present, besides the congre-
gatwon, a large number of persons of other de-
nominations. (oud things were provided by
the ludies in abundance.  Pleasant music was
discoursed by the choir, and addresses were de-
livered by several gentlemen, lay and clerieal.
The proceeds, after paying exXpenses, amounted
to 332, which will be applied to liquidating
the small remaining debt on the manse and
church. The success attending the above
meetings must have been gratifying to all who
take nn interest in the church, and especially
to the Rev, A. Waiker, who, ever since his in-
duction, has been nnwearied in the discharge
of his important duties.

Cuirron.—The office bearers of this congre-
gation have adopted the plan of submitting to
the members a printed abstract of the accounts
and other informativn usually presented at the
annual meeting. Itis one of the neatest and
fullest ve have yet seen of this kind of state-
ment, and will no doubt have the effect of stir-
ring up the people to a sense of their privi-
leges and daties. It is pleasing to sec so
much method and so many indications of im-
provemeat as this document affords.

MISCELLANEOLUS.

Syxon MinvTes.—By authority of Synod, the
Acts and Proceedings of Synod 1527 liave been
published in the same form a3 those of preced-
ing years.  Complete sets of printed minutes
can now be had on application to the Cierk.
The charge required by the Synod is two dol-
lars for the reprint of first six years, and 23
cents tur the minutes of each year following
1836,

Bersary Scurve.—~Professor Mowat, Con-
vener of the Committee of management, has
issued a pulpit notige annvuncing the collec-
ton for ths scheme, and urginy important
reasons for o liberal response.  The collection
should be made on the tirst Sabbath, the 3rd of
this month,  We hope our columas will next
month give a good account of the effect of this
appeal.

Lay Trusters oF Queev's Covtrce-—The
Sceretary of the Board of Trastees of Queen's
College, acting nn der instruciions, his scnt lo
the ministers of the Church a printed circalar,
respecting the namination by congregations of

. persons to ild vacancies in the ‘roll of Lay

Trustees, with a blank form to be filled up with
the result of the nomination, and returned on
or b-fore the first day of May uwext.  Accord-
ing to the circulap 1t is understood that the
persHon no mnatsd need not be a member of the
Congregation naminwing, bat if belonging to
annther eongregation he must be a member in
full comniunion with the Church, anditis very
properly stated to be of vital importance that
Ite be able to attend the m2etings of the Trus-
tees, and that hie should take an aciive interest
in the welfire of the College.  In this matter
congregations have a valuable right to exer~
cise, and nonce of them shonld fail in consider-
ately and wiscly cxerting the influcnce they
may bring to Lear upon an institution, on the
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proper government of which the
the Church is menifestly dopendent.

Fagycs Mission.—A Ladies’ Auxiliary Asso-
ciation bas been formed in Montreal, to co-
operate with the Synod’s Committee in the mis-
sionary work carried on in the city., With

God’s blessing it is not to be doubted that it |

will render valuable assistance.

From many congregations no collection for
the year has yet been reesived. It should be
borne in mind that with the cxception of the Ju-
venile and Home MissionSchemes,this is the only
missionary effort in which the Church ig active-
Iy engaged. 1€ we Are doing little in the mission
field, that little ought to be well done, every
congregation being forward with its aid.

Dizp,—At Ross, C. W., on the 22nd Feb.,
John Stewart, aged 59 years, one of the first
settlers in Litchfield, and an elder of the Litch-
fictd congregation.  He was held in high es-
teem as & man and a Christian.

Daring the long vacancy that succeeded the
death of the Rev. John Lindsay, the sterling
worth of Mr. Stewart became known to the
Church. 'Th2n, when some were proving false
to their former professions, some waxing cold,
many wavering, almost all dispirited if not
despairing, he stood nobly forward as one who
would labour and sacrifice to the last for the
church of his fathers.

To the last, even amid extreme pain and
weakness, he manifested the liveliest interestin
the prosperity of the congregation. 1is illness,
which was protracted, he bore with Christinn
resignation, placing all his confidence in ihe
finished work of Christ.

Ma. Rongrr Masoy, elder of the congregation
of Lanark, died on the 27th ult, in the 83rd
year of his age. Forsereral years an elderin the
Presbytery of Lanark, Scotland, in 1821 he
emigrated to Lanark, C. W, with abundance
of funds collected chiefly through Rev. Mr.
Robertson in that Presbytery, to build a churct
and schoolhouse, and with the promise of a
governmental salary of £50 or £60 a year,
as schoolmaster in connection with the church.
Through soms owission or informality this sal-
lary was only given for one year. Nevertheless
he eontinued to teach till within a few years

|
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prosperity of | of his death for what he eonld get, not more

than £27 or £30 a yenr. i{e was celebra-
for his ability in training up young wmen fo-
business, but chiefly for bis success in m iintain-
ing discipline in schoe), Being a pious schuol-
master, into the shorter cutechism a'l wer
thoroughly indoctrinated, and his biweekly
examinations on doctrines and duties recom-
mended him to the religious public, white they
Iaid in many a youth the fouadation of a strict-
ly scriptural faith aud upright conduct. From
the first and for many years be was head of the
Sabbath-school and its only teacher, his prelee-
tious receiving the blessing of God.  For years
he supplied the place of the minister ou alter-
nate Sabbaths along with other elders, leading
the devotions of the people, and reading alter-
nately a sermon or a tract, an exercise which
was always attended by a select number. He
shewed attention to his office in visiting the
sick, and taking a watchful oversight of that
part of the charge over which he was placed,
In Session he was a scrupulous upholder of its
authority and a high respecter of the deeda of
Presbytery and Synod, and thus shewed him-
self a true Presbyterian,

He was punctilious in duty and exemplary
in its mapifestation. When left alone, as he
wa3 at one lime for several months, Lis psalm
book and Bible were before him, and family
worship was as regularly observed as on other
occasions. Called on by the precestor one
Subbath to do some little necessary secular
thing,he thought he met the displeasure of God,
and on Monday he told the writer that he
had confeseed it to the precentor afterwards.
and would never again be so committed.
His strict honesty was proverbial. When
involved by a baukrupt son to a considerable
extent, and even asked by the other creditors
to come in on & compound, he unhesitatingly
declined,demanding time 10 pay all, which after
a lapscof years he did. An honest Cbristian is
generally gencrous and charitable, and so he
was, a5 his miinister knew, to every private
and public call that was made upon him. Well
might the present incumbent say, on the occa-
sion of his funeral, a3 he was instructed by
the few aged at this time, “ Verily he hath not
left his like behind him.”

@orrespandence.

a—

To the Editor of the Preshylrrian,

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FRIENDS OF |

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.
Sin,~A\ geatleman, wha was tor some time
superintendent of one of the principal miues in
Canadg, has written to me that, having accept-

ed an appointment from a Mining Company in .
the United States.

Pennsylvania and removed thither, he wisheste
disposc of his collection of minerals, now y ack-
¢d up in boxes aad lying at his late resideace.
He offers it for $175. The specimens have been
derived from &l parts of the world, and from

“iime ago, as well as trom the higher price st

i
3
i
5
i
?
{
{
]

{

which he then held them, I should judge that
the purchaser, at this figure, would obtain a
good bargain. At a time whenhe did not wish
to part with his cabinet, this gentleman receiv-
ed offers for it of much larger sums than that
now asked, from several of the Universities of

Here, therefore, is a'rare opportunity for one
of the liberally-inclined readers of The Presby-

| terian to supply a want in the Muscam of
. Queen’s College, and perpetuate his name in

the description which he gave me of them some { connectior with the donation, as a benefactor
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of the institution and the country. Should
none of our friends be generous enough to send
the funds to the treasurer in order to securz
ihis collection for Queen’s, it is probabl: that it
will very soon be purchased for another college.
Yours truly,
ROBERT BELL.
Queen’s College, March 17th, 1864.

OUR FOREIGN MISSION SCHEME.

Sir,—I believe that many members of our
Church have participated in my feeling of sur-
prige at the apparent inaction of the Committee
of our Foreign Mission Scheme. Two years
bave elapsed since the resignation of Dr.
Epstein, as our missionary, was announced in
Your columns, and so far as I am aware, we
are yet without any definite plan by which it is
proposed to enlist the sympathies and engage
the energies of the Church in the field of For-
cign Missions.

I do not forget that something is being done
oy individual congregations in this cause, and
ihat our Sabbath schools have contributed
about £100 a year for some years past towards
the work in India ; but still, so far as I have ob-
served, no specific object has been set before us
by the Synodical Committee to call forth an
effort on our part. Notwithstanding this I
vce that upward of $350 have been contributed
:o the scheme since last Synod, thus accumula-
ting a balance of nearly $3000, including Dr.
Aiton's special contribution for a mission to the
Jews.

I think it wasa grand step in our Canadian
Church to determine to enter directly upon the
work of Foreign Missions. Itis at once an
evidence and asource of vitality. I believe that
the experience of every Church which has en-
gaged in the active prosecution of missions
abroad, will exhibit an increase in the means
atits command for missions at home. Itis to
ne regretted, however, that the simple idea of &
Foreign Mission bad not been adhered to by ug,
to select from among our own members one or
iwo whom we have proven, and in whose bos-
oms burns the flame of love to Christ, leading
them to desire earnestly to declare His name to
those who inhabit the dark places of the earth.
Such a mission could not fail to engage univer-
sal interest and insure abundant support, and [
greatly mistake the character and social edu-
cation of Canadians, should it not prove that
they are peculiarly adapted to encounter the
hardships of a missionary’s life.

1 would not appear to reflect upon our Com-
mittee who, I can imagine, have had their own
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discouragements—a narrow selfishness which
would wish to retain all our available means
for Canada, the restrictions of the late Dr.
Aiton binding them to apply the £500 held in
trust from him to a mission to the Jews, the
difficulty of obtaining a suitable missionary,
and of selecting a field of labour which would
be satisfactory at once to themselves and the
Church of Scotland, upon whose co-operation
they seem to depend,—with difficulties such as
these I think it is possible that the Committee
have had to contend; still, why should the
Church at large be denied the privilege of sym-
pathizing with the Committee. Surely the in-
terest which this scheme has all along enjoyed
would claim such confidence?

I am aware that upon the Synod mainly rests
the responsibility of this inaction in its Com-
mittee, as it has, without doubt, been placed in
possession of the information which has not
been furnished to the Church at large ; but, so
far as the work is concerned, this is & matter of
little importance—the injury to the Church and
to the cause is the same.

If I am right in my supposition that one of
the difficulties of our Foreign Mission Scheme
is the desire, if possible, to associate with it &
mission to the Jews, I would humbly submit
that the idea be abandoned even although that
should involve the loss of Dr. Aiten’s £509,
The Jewish scheme of the Parent Church has
never possessed the full confidence of its mem-
bers, and cases similar to that of Dr. Epstein
have led many ofits oldest ministers to receive
with caution professed converts from the Jew-
ish creed. The character of the Jew is still
deeply branded with the terrible curse which,
his fathers invoked, while his moral sense
seems utterly blunted by the treatment which,
for centuries, he had to endure at the hands of
men calling themselves Christians. The pro-
mises of God to His ancient people will yet be
accomplished ; and some already appear to dis-
cover in the political horizon a prospect of the
fulfilment of the promise,that they shall return to
their own land after long years of exile; still, the
lack of success which has uniformly characteris-
edall missions to this people would almost lead
us to think that their days of bondage have not
yet passed, and to doubt whether * the time te
favour Zion, yea the set time is come.” Itis
not, however, to a field such as this that a
young Church should direct its first feeble ef-
forts in the field of Foreign Missions.

Allow me further to suggest that our Foreign
Mission should be an independent one. [ fear
that our Church has been t0o prone to ieam
upon the Church of Scotland for support ix
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many of her schemes, which in my opinion
may prove & source of weakness,

Far bo it from a member of our Colonial
Church to express any feeling but that of grati-
tude, in reviewing the many occasions on which,
in the bhistory of our various congregations, we
have to record gifts of men and money from the
Parent Church, which have proved of incalcul-
able value to the recipients. Let us rejoice,
that in the land ofour fathers hearis beat warm-
ly towards us, and hands arc ever outstretched
for our assistance in time of necd. l.et us not,
however,presutme upon this indulgent kindness,
forgetting that, now that weare well organized
and established, it becomes us to resolve to
stand on sur own feet, and let the Church of
Scotland turn itshelping hand to others having
fewer internal resources for self-support.

1 consider that one of the first steps to.be
taken to strengthen us asa Church i3 to as-
sumo & Foreign Mission. Qur Province bas
prospered greatly, and the members of our
Church have shared its prosperity. Are we not
in as favourable a position to conduct a separ-
ate Forcign mission as a sister Church in Nova
Scotia? I am notaware that this Church has
ever waated either men ormoney to carry on
its mission, which, though a youthful one, has
had its martyrs.

What zeal and energy could we not bring to
bear upon a mission, planted by mee who bave

grown up among ug, and directed and sustained |

by ourselves!

contributions of our Foreign Mission even in its

best days would be quadrupled; the contribue !

Our cfforts would be concen- .

trated on it, and I believe that the amount of | 1@ be deeply read in Hymnology, yet [ do not

i

tions which through several channels find their -

way to the head quarters of missions conducted
both in Europe and the United States, and re-
garding which we often hear nothing more
would all be bestowed upon a scheme, regard-
ing which we would be sure to obtain periodi-
cal information. .

If your indulgence will afford me space in a
fature number, I will endeavour to put these

suggestions inte a more definite form.
Z.

HYMNS FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD.

August 1360, that day on which the Prinee of
Wales held a levee in the Court-house of Mont-
réal. Intent upon joining a deputation that
was to present our Synod’s address to ilis Royal
Highness, 1 had repaired at an carly bour o the
residence of a clerical friend. to learn when
and wheo.e the said deputation was to rendez-

vous. Rigged outin “swallow tails and kids,),

" in both equally legible.

Str.~I remember well one fine morning in ' on the other—a novel test, I grant,
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I wag yet told that my wardrobe was incomr..

plete. I must mount a white  choker.” Being
on intimate terms, I hinted to my friend that,
for the occasion, I might borrow one from him,
to which he replied somewhat dryly, but very
seriously :—¢" Yes, that i3 one way, I'll tell you
anpther way, you can walk into Mr. Gibb's and
buy one fur yourself.” Excellent advicet [
acteq upon it, and afterwards fancied tbht I felt
much more mdependent than if I had worn the
parson's neck-tie. Many a time since I have
found the principle thus forcibly impressed up-
on my miad, to be sound, and applicable to a
great variety of circumstances. It may seem
counvenient gt times to Vorrow from a neigh-
bour—ofien far easier to adopt or endorse the
opinion of another, than to shape and give ex-
pression to one of your own. I am persuaded,
howéver, that, in the long run, it is a good
thing to draw, as much as may be, from one's
own resources. Especially where our own in-
terests are concerned, it is wise and prudent,
“ 10 walk into Mr. Gibb’s and buy,” or, in plain
English, to judge for ourselves. [ now ask
permission to apply this principle to a brief re-
view of the collection of hymns compiled by
the Synod's Cemmittee for the use 8f the con-
gregations of our church.

Your contemporary, the Nova Scotian MontA-
ly Record, has given you an opinion. Both
brief and commendatory, it may be summed up
in this one sentence, ¥ It i5 the liest we have
ever seen.” [ do not profess to be a critie, nor

on that account hesitate to express a different
opinion, because this book was rot printed for
the use of critics, but to sid the devotions of
humble folk like me. I cannot honestly say
that it is the best I have e¢verseen. I have one
now before me, which, after a candid and care-
ful examination, 1 believe to bein every re
spect (save, perhaps, the binding) a great deal
better. It is a coilection of hymns pnblished
under the sanction of the Bishops of Toronto
and Ontario for the use of members of the
Church of England.

Before proceeding to discuss the intrinsic
merits of either, { place the Rishop's book on
one side of my letter scale, and our Comumittee's
The latter
is two ounces, or 40 percent. heavier,  Next, [
tuke my rule and measure them, it is one inch
longerand five cighthis of an inch wider. Whence
Fargue that the other best suits the pocket. The
size of type is precisely the same and the print
The number of hymns
in the Bishop's book is 272, in ours only 183
the average length of hymns being about cquai-
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The price of the former in cloth covers, is 25
sents—of ours, 4u cents; the other is therefore
§3 per cent cheaper pec hymn. Sou fur the ad.
vauntage lies with the Eaglish book. But how
do they compare internally ? That is the main
point.  An examination of indexes shews thag
106 of the hymns arc common to both books,
so that we hkave ouly to compare the cemaining
27 of our hymns with 16 of the other. 1t is
conceded that several of the Committee's, not
found iu the other, are exceedingly beautiful.
Such are the 40th, the 92nd, and the 135th;
buy, irrespective of numbers, bymn for hymn,
the balance of merit is cleacly {n favour of the
Eaglish book. Who could sing

40 mother dear, Jerusalem,”

withbout involuntarily finding at his tongue’s end
the familiar pacody ou the second live,

{Come doon the Yum tome™?

Nor will the hyma as a whole bear compuarison
with, say the 16204 of the other book,

t There is a blessed home
Beyond this tand of woe

Where trials never come,
Xor tears of sorrow flow ;”

In happy igucrance of the author of the 74th -
I may the more freely express my opinion of
taat hymn, 1t is utterly devoid of desotional .
seniiment, and therefore unworthy of a place
m the collection. The very fiest line suggests*
lip-worship—~*Sing my tonguc the Saviour's
glory:” why not my sow/? There is nothing
10 commend in this hymn; every verse in it .
has some objectionable expression, and one
Iine, at least, is worse than objectionable.

The 59th, beginning

« Xot all the blood of beasts”

33 scarcely less objectionable.  Read for exam,

wle the 3rd verse,

“ My soul looks back to sce
The burdens thou did'st bear,
When hanging on the cursed tree,
Aud hopes her guilt was there™

Another of the same class is the $2nd hymn:
¥ When the pride and pomp of ages
All shall utterly have passed,
And they staud in anguish owning
That the end is here at last.
And the trumpet pealing clanguor &¢.”

Such expressions as “ cohorts of Anzels " and
~ the dragen's malice™ are far from cuphoni-
ous. .

it is noticeable tao, that of the 106 kymas
common to both books there is scarcely one-

. e e
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! given in the same words. It is of course sven-
| turing ou dangervus ground to chullenge our
Commitiee’s version in the absence of the ori-
ginal, ¢speeinlly ns we are told in the preface
that ¢ the author 3 version i3 given wherever
possible.” 1t appears to me, however, that with
one or (wo exceptions, the Euglish reading is
greatly preferable.  Tuhe for exampld the 3rd
verse of that beautiful und familiar hymn, as
old at least as the Prayer Book,

“ Glory to Thee my God this night.

t Teach me to live; that T may dread
The grave as little as my bed ;
Teach me to dic that so I may
Rise glorious at the awful day.”

The Committee’s version has for the 3rd line,
t To die that this vile body may™ &c. 1Is not
the vther better?  Again, in the 3Tth, begin-
uing, “ My God and Father, while I stray,”
how infinitely more expressive, loving and rev-
erent is the other version,

My God, my Fathier, while 1 stray!

In the 132nd, ¢ Jesus, lover of my soul,” iz not
nearly so guod as ‘“‘Jesu, refuge of my soul.”

* The 143th, a new hymy, of which there can be

. no uncertaiaty as to the author's version, aund,
perhaps, the most beautiful hymuo in all the
book, has been slightly tampered with, certain.
Iy not improved. ¢ O abide with me.” in the

¢ ead of the third verse is less expressive than

*the anthor's, “ Lord abide,” &e. o3 it not
savour of squemmishuess to say in the last
- verse. Y Be preseat, Lurd, before my closing
eyes,” instead of the original, :

 [{old Thou Thy Tross befor: my closing eyes.”

Many similar instances might be adduced.
These bowever may suflice to indicate the kind
of differences referred w0, and the process that
has led me to prefer the Church of Edgland
Hymn Book to that of our Rynods (‘ummittee,
In thus comparing the two books I 49 not hold
up the one as & moadel of what the other ought
to be, for 1 find two of the Committee's worst
hynas, the 73rd and the 147tk, in the English
book, besides a goud many others that might
withadvantage be expunged.

Bat there 1s another standard by which the
collection may and must be tried, and that i3
the authorized version of the Paraphrases and
Hymus now in use. Exquisitely beautiful,adapt-
ed alike to pricate devotion and public worship,
interwoven as il were with our very heart
strings, 15 are these inimitabie Scripture trans-
lations, we feel that for them we may express &
very decided preference above all other unin-
spired poetry, without implying any disparage-




106

discrimination.” It may be argued that the

‘hymns gre.not designed to supplant, but only to

sppplement the Paraphrases. The expediency of

‘mending an old garment with a new piece of

¢loth, lms long since, and on hlgbest authority

‘ been called in question, and for one, I feel dis-

. posed to demur to what has been agssumed as &

fact,’ that “an addition to our present psalmo-
dy is wanted »

The older I grow, the more I appreciate and
admire and am satisfied with the Psalmody we
have, and I claim to represent, in this matter
at least, the sedtiments of not a few of our ad-
herents. ' As ivy to the wall, we cling to our
dear old- Paraphragses. We shall never grow

_weary of singing “ 0 God of Bethel,” nor “I'm

not ashamed to own my Lord,” nor the 66th,

," How bught these glorious spirits shine.”

What time we are called on to mourn the loss
of near and dear friends, we sing those lovely
lines

“ Take comfort Chnstxans, when your friends
"In Jesus fall asleep.” .

"When Iaid on & bed ofsickness, may some kind-

ly voxce repeat to us ¢ Soon shall this earthly

'frame dmsolve ;" and when at last the solemn
' hour draws nlgb be the words of the last hymn

‘the last words on our lips, i

‘“The hour of my departure’s come,
I hear the voice that calls meé home.”

Jacos,
T

Sm,—From an early period the smgmg of
Bymns in adoration of ber Divine Master, con-
stituted & principal part in the worship of the
Ohtiristian Church. It is a significant fact; too,
that évery period of revival in the Church has

_been marked by & new and lively interestin thé

praises of the sanctuary. The awaKened spirit
of devotion seeks a fit utterance in Psalms
and Hymns and Spiritual Songs. We bail it,

"therefore, as & happy sign of the times that not

only members of our communion, but those of
other churches &8 well, are ‘now calling for a_

~more ample and varied psalmody. The speci-

men volume of Hymns for Public Worship, pre-
pared by the Committee of Synod, under the
convenership of Mr. Nicol, will now be in the
hands of many of our readers ; and, as it must

‘ere long be presented for the approval of the’
’ Sﬂponor Court, we would offer a few remarks
’ h\iggested by the perusal of its contents.

The number of hymns in the collection is 183.

If a comparison With other hymn books may be
"sllowed, this number will appear very modest;

"psalmody of the Scnptnres.
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f}x'le_l,xg oer Nicdl’s ‘acknowledged “"taste and

many collectxons reachmg to mx, seven, eight -
hundred, and even & thousand. But the Com-
mittee have obvxonsly reJecied any pnncnple of

‘selecuon which’ would have admxtted so manv.

The Church of Scotland Bas alway been tfl:-
tinguished by her ‘devoted adberence to the
The taste, a8 ‘well
as the principle involved in "this preference, is

~worthy of all respect and 'however the want

of an nddmon to our present psﬂmody may “be

' felt there is certamly no desxre for a collecuon

of hymns which should occnpy il place of the
Psalms. A hymn book for ourj Church, there-

“fore, will of necessxty “differ in pomt of size

from those in common use. The collection 're-
cently published by anthorxty of the General
Assembly’s Committee (which, ; for convenience,
we may be permmed to call Dr.; Atnot’s) con-
tains 89 hymns. A similar collection presented
for the Assembly’s approval in 1854 contained
123. In the latter case, however, it was anti-
cipated that a final revision,would reduce the
number considerably. What seems to‘be want-
ed is a small collection, which from its very
appearance would be recogmzed ag a supple-
ment, and nothing more.

A matter of considerable difficulty in the
construction of a hymn book is the order in
which the hymns are to be arranged. The
Committee have adopted a principle whick

"leaves the matter to be determined by the
' opinion of the compiler.
“have followed a similar plan, as have the ma-
“jority of editors. Others have fa.llen upon the
‘| alphabetical arrangement, which, for facility of”
‘reference, cannot be improved on, supersedmg,

Dr. Arnot seems to

#s it does, an index of first lines. The hymn
books of the English Church'possess what may
be deemed an editorial advantage in -the order

“presented by the Liturgy and the various festi-

vals of the Christian year; an advantage, how-
ever, which is purchased too dearly with the:
restraint put on the expressiop of devotlonal
feeling. The least artificial arrangement where
so much variety enters into the composition of’
every piece will certainly be the best. In the-
volume before us, system and dread ofsystem
appear to have prevailed alternately, .leaving
a result not altogether satisfactory. A lessde-
tailed classification of subjects, and a more dis-
tinct and uniform nomenclatare, would be an
obviousimprovement. And for an arrangement
more regular and authoritative than one of pri-
vate construction could well ‘be, the order of’

“subjects in the outlined service of the Dxrectory

for public _worship might be followed. Thus.

‘we should Have, first, mtroductory hymns for

morning, evening, Sabbath; then” Hyins of
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-adoration, of confession, of supplication, of in-
tercession, and of thanksgiving ; then, for the
sacraments, and for special occasions’; and, last-
1y, doxologies, &c. The table of contents in
the book before us approximates this order in
its main divisions ; but these are lost in various
sub-divisions, constructed, on we know not
what diverse principles, Why should ¢ Christ
-our Light” form a section or héading by 1tself
as if (treated as it is here) it were not to be
sought for among hymns for morning or even-
ing? Again, through the imperfect sub-divi-

sion of topics, bymns upon the “ Day of.

-Judgment” are separa.ted by one third of the
volume from those concerned with ¢ Death”
and “Heaven.” It strikes us also as a disar-
rangement (although not attributable, perhaps,
to the cause just mentioned) that ¢ Penitence ”
should he treated of before “the Holy Spirit,”
u“ the Word" and ‘Faith” being after. The
natural phce for ¢ B&ptxsm " too, is surely be-
fore * Communion.”

Afoer all, much mlght be said in favour of the
alpha.betxcal order, Any other leaves a diffi-
culty in rega.rd to the proper place of a large
number of hymns All those, for example,
which t.reat of the sufferings of Christ are fit
hymns for the communion, while those appro-
,prmte to the communion are placed out of con-
nexion thh othsra on the passion. Every in-
vocation of the’ Holy Spirit is suitable for the
’ ,ntroductlon, though, if placed there, it would
be’ dlSjOlned from others containing supplica~
‘tions for grace.
difficulty we speak of appears in the place as-
signed here to the hymn ¢ Abide with me, fas
falls the even-tide ” which is very appropriately
et under the head of ‘“ Mortality ;" in other col-
lections, however, it appears with equa.l pro-
priety as an evening hymn, in which character
it would probably be most frequently sung.

Much labour has been bestowed on the
selecting of hymns. We believe few compila-
tions of the kidd will be found to contain, with-
in the same compass, 80 many pieces of high
poetical merit, and of such variety, both in
‘matter and style, Comparing it with the work
of the Assembly's Committee, the richness of
this volume in hymns of the first class, especi-
ally from Latin and German sources, is at once
apparent Along with these there are, as will
be 'the case in all such collections, others of
an inferior quallty, a few of which, perhaps,
nught be omitted without much loss.
ample, there are fifteen paraphrases of psalms
or portions of psalms ; the majority of which
-seem by no means wanted. One or two are
-very beautiful as hymns, and as such ought to

A striking example of the

For ex-
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remain, but not as paraphrases of the psalms.
The rest are too much in the style of Tate and
Brady to suit our taste. But speaking of this
sort, how came Milton's ““Let us with a glad-
some mind ” to be omitted ? Itis found in Dr.
Arnot’s collection, along with some other good
hymns, which we were surprised tomiss here ; a8
for msta.nce, Addison’s “How blest thy servantt
are, O Lord i Kelly’s “QOn the mountain’s tqp
appearing ;" Cowper's ¢ Hear what God th._
Lord hath spoken;” and, the most bea.utlful of
Litanies, Grant's * Saviour when in dust to
Thee,” of ‘which Dr. Arnot gives only a part.
A -'minister, coming from Scotland, though
he would not, of course, expect to fird in éur
hymn book every piece of Verse that he may
have been accustomed to at home, might rea- -
gonably look for such as these, which are coti=
mon to most collections, A few more we should
like to find—could they still be adinitted—long
cherished Sabbath songs, which we confeu otr’
inability to cntnclse, any more than we could:
criticise % God Save the Queen,” or ¢ Auld
lang Syne ;" some of Cowpers,  God of my’
life; to Thee I call,” *Hark, my soul, it is ‘the
Lord;” Doddridge’s communion hymn, “My
God, and is thy table spread 7” and that other of
his, suitable for & like occasion and not to be
rejected because some peaple rant it ; ¢ O hap-
py day”;—his baptism hymn also, ¢ See Israel’s: .
gentle Shepherd stands;” and another, whicht
though composgd for private use, has been ad-
mitted to some church collectxons, “ Return my
roving heart, Return”;—those too, old friends
with usall, “Come, Thou long expected Jesus,”
« O'er the realms of Pagan darkness,” and the
other version # O’er the gloomy hills of dark-
ness,” “ Nearer my God to Thee,” ‘ Hark, what.
mean those holy voices ?” “Blow ye the trumpet,
blow,” ¢ Jesus Christ is risen to-day,” * Come
Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,” and two ver-
ges for the Communion, though less known than
the others just named :—

Bread of the world in mercy broken !
Wine of the soul in mercy shed |

By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death our sins are dead.

Visit the heart by sorrow broken,
Pity the tears by sinners shed ;

And be this feast to us the token,
That by thy grace our souls are fed.

Among hymns of a different class there are
gsome from the German translated in MissWink-
worth’s collection which want a place with the
rest, ¢ If Thou, true Life,wilt in me live,” “All yo .

@entile lands awake,” “Rest of theweary,Thon,”
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“ Leave God to order all thy ways,” and one
or two more. The lastis too long, but a few
verses could be selected without any injury to
the meaning. In “ Hymns ancient and modern”
are a few besides those given by Mr. Nicol,
which seem more worthy of a place than seve-
ral that have been admitted. That we may
still wish to see some of those inserted, and
that for them, and for the sake of reducing the
total number, we could consent to the deleting
of a few, is only what the Committee have to
expect from the diversity of taste.

The omission of certain favourite hymns is
accounted for in the preface by the determina-
tion to admit no extensive change on their ori-
ginal form; it being supposed that without
such salteration they would not be suited to pub-
lic worship. Tt is possible that too much may
be sacrificed to a rule of this kind. Less altera-
tion might seem to be required in many cases,
if the Book of Psalms were to be taken for our
model. There we find examples of devotion ex-
pressed under every aspect, and in every style
of composition. But as to alteration, where it
would obviously improve a verse or a hymn, it
is not to be too rigidly eschewed. We suppose
the first verseof hymn 157 is given as Mont-
gomery wrote it, though we have not by us the
means of verifying this; but it frequently ap-
pears under another form which most readers
will consider an improvement,

O Spirit of the living God I’
In all the fulness of Thy grace,
Where'er the foot of man hath trod.
Descend upon our fallen race.

This is better than “ Plentitude of Grace,”
and ““ Apostate race.” - Aguin in the beginning
of the evening hymn (No. 4,) if « Al
praise to Thee " be an alteraticn on
the original, (though we were under the jm-
pression that Bishop Kenn left it 80), then we
should prefer it to the other reading, * Glory
to Thee,” and we are sure every one will agree
with us who has heard a congregation, trained
after the American manner, singing the latter,
with the tune that belongs to it. « g1t praise
to Thee ” would in any case be preferable, but
when final “y” ig pronounced ag ¢;” loug
fGlor-y.eeevs... "]

A useful hymn may often be made by select-
ing verses from a poem thatis too long or oth-
erwise unsuitable for public worship. Of this
Wwe have a good example in the morning and
evening hymns taken from the Christian Year.
In both of these, however, an unusual difficulty
occurs in the circumstance that the first verses

of the original have to be omitted, and a com- 9
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mencement sought in the middle of the poem,.
The opening found for the second is altogether
satisfactory, but not so with the other (No. 2).
Every one must have felt that it is too abrupt B
that the new hymn remains a mere fragment.
It might be an improvement if the preceding
verse were included,

“ 0 timely happy, timely wise.”
y ) y

In the evening hymn (No. 5) the supplication
for rulers and for ministers of the church would
be an acceptable addition, if the term ¢ priests”
could be avoided :—perhaps thus,

Oh! by thine own sad burthen borne
So meckly up the hill of scorn,

Teach Thou Thy Church her daily cross
To bear as Thine, nor count it loss.

Opinion will vary as to the proyriety of affix-
ing Texts of Scripture to the hymns. Itis
sometimes argued that every hymn intended
for use in churches, ought to possess the char-
acter of a paraphrase. Unless, however, the
paraphrase keeps pretty close to the original,
it seems an unnatural limiting of the signifi
cance and bearing of the hymn, to connect it
with a single verse, which, after all, may not
have been in the author's mind. [t is for the
Courts of the church to see that the hymns are
scriptural before authorizing them. No such
texts or Scripture proofs were set for the six
appended to the paraphrases, nor have the Ag-
sembly’s Committee thought it necessary to sup-
ply them in the recent collection. To our eye
no heading looks better than the simple num-
ber of the hymn in Roman letters.

Here also may be noticed the omission of
those six authorized hymns, which should con-
stitute the foundation of any new collection,
The awkwardness of a double enumeration of
hymns in the services of the church would, of
itself, render their insertion among the rest a
matter of necessity. We need hardly add, that
the verses of each hymn should be numbered
for citation from the pulpit.

While offering these remarks we have to ex.
press our regret that the Committee should not
have scen fit to supply a list of authors’ nameg,
Such a list might seem ont of place inan edition
issued by authority, as would a preface, or any
other editorial matter. But in the meantime,
for the assistance and satisfaction of members
of Synod who take an interest in the sub-
ject, information of this kind would have beep
both proper and acceptable. Esav.
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Articles Communicated,

—

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN
REGENERATION.

(Concluded fromn page '13.)

It is unquestionably the doctrine of the
Bible that a Divine influence, over and
above the influence that the Sacred Scrip:
tures are adapted to exert, is necessary to
the production of a holv and divine life in
the soul. This is no new doctrine. It has
been the faith of the Chuarch of God
throughout all ages. To a man who reads
his Bible with understanding, it must be
evident that this doctrine is written as with
a sunbeam on every page. We find the
promizes of God most explicitly declaring
it. “A new h art will I give yon, and a
new spirit will T put within you; and I
will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes; and ye
shall keep my judgu.ents and do them.”
And in keeping with this gracious promise,
do we find all the other statements of the
Word of God. David prayed, © Crcate a
clean henrt, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.” ~ “QOpen Thou mine
eyes that I may see wonde:ful things out
of thy holy law.”  Well did the Psalmist
know the evil state of heart within him.
Most affecting were his convictions as to
the sin in his nature; and hence the former
of these sujplications. And just as cer-
tain were his vicws as to the excellency
and glory of the law of God; but in
consequence of sin, dark and obscure were
his apprehensions concerning it, compared
with what he desired to attain : and hence
the second of them. The lessons and
promiscs of Jesus evince the same thing.
Jesus taught the necessity of supernatural
grace in order to salvation, when he as-
severated again and again, “ Veiily, verily
I say unto you, ye must be born from
above. Unless a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.”

And the teachings and prayers of the
Apostles of Christ harmonize most fully
with these statements, For the belicvers
in Rome we find Paul thus breathing out
his prayer, “ That the God of grace may
fill you with all joy and peace in believing
that ye may abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost,” and for the

Ephesians, “ That the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ may give you the
Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation in the
knowledge of Christ, the eyes of your un-
derstanding being enlightened ;” and for
the same people again, “ That God wauia
araut them according to the riches of” His:
glory, to be strergthened with might by
His Spirit in the inner man” And to
Titus he thus wiitcs, “ According to His:
mercy He saved us by the washing of regen~
aration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit
which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour.,” But surely it
is @ot necessary to add to these quotations.
Sutfice it to remark, they clearly evince:
that besides the influence of Divine Truth
for which we strongly contend, there is an
influence of God put forth upon the heart
of man changing it into a heart of flesh,
mauking it reeeptive of Divine instruction,,
and producing heliness; or, as the Apostle
observes, * Working in them to will and.
to do of his ¢ood. pleasure.”?

What renders this supernatural influence:
necessary is the corruption that prevails in
man. Man’s moral nature, through this
corruption, is in a state of death. There
is no Loly life within it. Every man when
he is bora into the werld enters it with a
nature destitute of that holiness with which
it was first endowed. The Spirit of God is
not in it. The image aud likeness of God.
are not possessed. And as the consequence:
of the withdrawment of the Spirit of holi-
ness, and the entire want of all holy sus~
ceptibilities, the heart is sure to become
deceitful and desperately wicked. Theieare
germs and elements of evil within it that,
unless Divine grace prevents, will develop
themselves into all ungodliness. *That
which is Lorn of the flesh is flesh.”  And
as the result of this depravity, men’s
hearts are averse to the truth, There is
no desire in them to understand the truth,
There is no disposition in them to love it.
There is 10 eye in them to perceive its im-

ortance and its glory. 'There is no ear in
them to listen to the things of the Spirig
of Gud, profoundly important a8 these
things are, There is no taste, no relish, no
desire for these things. Alas, alas, to
what an extent do we see this state of
things existing! How often have the min~
isters of the sanctuary to complain, * Who
hath believed our report, and to whom is,
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the arm of the Lord revealed ?” Bat the
reason is, men's miuds are blinded ; and a
further reason is, that so in love are they
with sin that they refuse to receive the
love of the truth that they may be saved.
And it is this state of fearful depravity and
blindness that renders the effectual working
of God's Spirit necessary. That Spirit can
alone remove this blindness, and so com-
pletely transform the heart as that it shall
atferly loathe and Late that which it loved
and served before.

Now in doing this the Spirit acts upon
the heart of the sinner. It is in the heart
whera the avil lies, and it is this that must
be changed; and He so changesitasto
lead the sinner to sce clearly the allim.
portance of Divine things, and produce
within him an increasing tasle and liking
for these things. Through this change the
superlative excellence of these things be-
comes unfolded to the view. Their real
aud intrinsic glory becomes known. Their
profound and momentous importance is
felt. “Once they were blind, now they
see.”” The surpassing grace and beauty of
Jesus is revealed to them—but it has been
by the Spirit of their Father who is in
heavén. That Spirit takes of the things
that are Christ's, and shows them unto
them.  Aund it is thus that the regenera.
tion of the soul is cffected, &ud provision
made for its growth in faith and holiness.

8o uaded are we of the necessity
that the Holy Spirit open the eyes of the
understanding to sce, and give a heart to
know and feel the importance of Divine
things, that, without His work, we believe
the influence of the Holy Scripture alone
would have no effect whatever in the wayr
of human salvation. Withont that Spint
the Gospel might be made a thousand-
fold more clear and intelligible than it is,
but this wonld not avail to ensure its ac-
ceptance. Were it possible that the bright-
ness and the splendours of the mnd-day sun
conid be poured around the Gaspel—this,
cven this, would not mend the wmatter.
But this is not needed. The Gospel is
plain encugh, and casy enough to be un-
derstood, were thare but a hieart (o receive
it. The exil is, there is no heart to receive
it; or rather men’s hearts are se full of
darkness that they neglest or despise the
great salvation.  And hience the rencwing
of the mind by the power of the Holr
Ghost s ncedful.  There is 2 need of
being created anew in Christ Jesus, so as
to understand the truth as it is in Jesus
What is necessary is, that “God, who
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commanded the light to shine out of dark-
uess, shine into their heants, giving them
to see the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God, as it shines in the face of
Jesus Christ.”

We cannot conceive of a more preciou~
consideration in connection with this mat
ter than the promise of the Ioly Spirit
of God to those who ask Him ; and we are
persuaded that sadly defective views of the
depravity and witer inability of man 4o in-
duce 2 right and holy state of mind
within him lie at the foundation of that
systom of faith which denies the direct,
saving operations of the Spirit of God upen
the spirit of man, in the work of salvation.
Jesus teaches, that “ No man can come un-
to me, except the Father who hath sent me,
draw him;” and clearly do these words
evince how utterly awanting in all right
feeling mau is towards God, and how fear-
fully perverse. Before men will come to
Christ, the direct work of the Spirit upon
him is needful. Man’s free-will, man’s
resolutions, are not enough. To effect the
new birth o righteousness far excseds
mau's power. And feeling this, feeling
that they'are plunged in an abyss of utter
helplessness, well would it be to flce te
Him in prayer who alone can repair the
ruins of our spiritual nature, and ery
mightily to Him to wash us in the blood
of Christ, and to renew us after His like-
ness, and to raisc us from the state of death
in sin by that inighty power that alone
can cffest this result. How very instruc-
tive is the Apostle’s Janguage, I Cor.ii. 14,
and how very important the light it re-
flects upon our present argument. Paul
lays down the position that, **The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of Gol, for they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they
arc spiritually discorned.”  Aad by the
nidtural man is clearly meant the unregen-
erate man—the man who has wot the
Spirit. Such a man is incapable of correct
apprehensions of Divine tings. e re
ccives them not”  That apiitude of mind is
awanting that is necessary to the receplion
and love of them. He may be clear in
his judgrents respecting other things—he
may be able to reason correctly respecting
many branches of natural and moral sa
cnce—he may cven have large views of
the scheme of Seripture faith, and vey, like
Nicodemus of old, be profoun lly jgnorant
of alt saving, practical, experimental know-
ledge of . They are foolishness to him.
In themselves the things of the Spirit of.
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God are not foolish,  So far from it, they
are true, and precious, and gloricus, and
full of heavenly light—they are full of wis-
dom, yea the mupifold wisdom of God;
but to him there is no beauty in them, aud
no wisdom. The reason is, he has not that
stat- of heart that would fit him te under-
stamd them. Nor is ke able to know them.
e cannot know them. The language
would scem to indicate that the inability
was insuperable so far as human agency
isconcerned. Aud why, this ins uperable
inability? Why but because these things
are spiritually disverned ; it i3 only by the
aid of the Spirit that they are uaderstood,
and loved ; and the natural man not having
that Spirit regards them as folly. The
Gospel is the highest wisdom, the best of
all philosophies ; but on the past of the
natural man the faculty is not possessed
through which he would see it to be so,
and which would constrain him to reccive
it and prizeitand esteem it better than thou-
sawdsofgold and silver. But on the partof the
regeunerated man—the spiritual—itis other-
wise. And, says the Apostle to such, “We
speak wisdom among you that are perfect,”
that s, among you who have this spiritual,
discerning facuity. That faculty is a mind
enlightened by the Spirit of Gad ; rad on
account of which they are in a condition
for appreciating, and approving of, and
embracing the thing- of the Spirit.  They
have an unction from the Holy one by
which they know alt things—an unction
that forms and adapts their minds for the

reception of every part of the Gospel;

whilst the natural man who possesses not
this capacity, and wio consequently is fm-
perfect, sces not their excellency and glory |
at all. e lacks the eye to see, and the |
hieart to undentand aud fove. i
Let it not be supposed that becruse the ;
sinner labours uader the inability or inca- |
pacity of which we have spaken that he
must be held therefore irresponsible.  Men
do nat require the grace of Gad to render
themw respousible.  They are responsible
alike whether they be strangers to the re-

- LR a
newing power of the Spinit, or have expe-

tienced that power.  They are responsible

for all their acts of wickedness, and for alt
the opposition to the truth of God they
cherish, and for that state of wind that
prevents them receiving the lessons of the
Gospel that they may be saved. [t is sin,

the lave of sin, that has viiated wan’s mo-

ral natare, and that hss served to alienate

his affections from histiod ; and who conld

for a moment suppose that this state of sin
- ->

.
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should free him from all responsibility, or
excusehim inthe violation of thevery high-
est of all obligations—ithe obligation to
love Gad, and to serve Him, and to receive
with ¢ordial esteewn the various announce-
ments aud requirements He makes? What
is necessary to enable man to meet his res-
ponsibilities is the renewing of the Holy
Ghost for which he is directed to pray.

It may be said~as it has been very fool-
ishly—that to assert and teach the neces-
sity of the work of the Holy Spinit in or-
der to salvation comes into collision with
the Gospel doctrine that salvation isthrough
faith in Christ. We have heard it asked.
Ifa sinner can be regenerated by the power
of the Spirit, and made fit for heaven there-
by, then is it not pussible that he may be
saved without Christ 7 and if so, then }s

-there not another way 4o life than through
Christ?  And does it not follow that man
may be saved without a Saviour? conse-
quently, that the death of Christ was un-
nccessary.  We would simply remark with
reference to these captious objections: lst.
That those who make them wonld do well
to remember that their controversy is really
with Jesus Mimsclf who asserted in terms
of unambiguous import the necessity of re-
generation te the enjoyment of the kingdom
of heaven.  2md. That we regard the doe-
trine of the Spirit as intimately connected
with the doctrine of the cross—so inti-
mately in fact that where the latter doctrine
is not tanght or known, the gracious, sav-
ing influences of the Spirit have no place.
The grace of that Spirit is never bestowed
apart from that Gospel which bringeth sal-
vation. The work of the Savicur on the
crass, and the work of that Holy Spirit go
hand in hand together.  The Lord’s death
hact a double eflicicncy, to satisfy and sanc-
tify. * The water and the blood™ are both
needfisl 10 eternal hife.  drd. We remark,
that it is by the Spirit  that blind eyces are

. opencd to see the glory of Christ, and dead
" souls are quickened to a state of spiritual

life. Regeneration is just the beginning ot

2 a divine life in the sonl; and let that life

ba once origiuated, and that very moment
will faith, and repentance, and holincss, and
“all other graces begin to exist.  Let the
. Spirit of God, who is the generating, pro-
i dusing canse of all godly principles in the

soul bring his Divine Power to bear upon
_ i, and instamanconsly will the dispositions
necesaary to salvation be prodaced—amt
, the happiest fraits be realized.  There will
, be no longer darkness, there will be light
i in the Lord—no longer hmpenitence, but
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the broken and contrite heart—no longer
unbelief, but faith in the Son of God—no
longer cold and thoughtless prayers, but
prayers in earnestness—no longer a dis-
taste for holy things, bnt a holy relish and
delight in them. Jesus will appear the al-
together lovely. And the precious consi-
deration may cheer the minds of such, that
He who hath begun the good work will
<arry it on to its perfection and glory.
AW

AN ALLEGORY,

In the East, many hundred years ago, a good
-and powerful king sclected one of the choicest
districts of his territory a2 wlanted a colory
there, intending at a future time to presesr. it
to a favourite son. The yaung colonists com-
menced their improvements, and for a time all
went on cheerfully. &t length some evil dis-
Poscd persons, jealous of their happiness, laid
a plot to mar it. This they did by smuggling
among them a poisonous drug, sweet to the
tastebut deadly in its ceffects. Theking, knotw-
ing what was going on, warned them to be on
their guard, explained to them the nature of
the drug, and how it would operate; that it
would stupify their senses, excite angry and
bateful passions, bring on various kinds of
loathsome discases, undermine their constitu-
lions, and end in death. More cffectually to
deter them from touching or tasting it he
threatened that if they did so, he would mark
his sore displeasure by causing the publics exe-
cutioner to brand them with a red hot iron,
stamping them with a mark of disgrace that
could not be cffaced, but would become here-
ditary and be transmitted to their children and
their children’s children for ever ; morcover he
would banish them from the colony. Thus
warned,when the smugglers first made theic ap-
pearance, the colonists were firm in declining
15 have any dealings with them, and told them
distinctly what the reason was and the coun-
sel they had received ; at which the smagglers
laughed heartily and said it was oaly a joke of
the good old king; that he used the drug
himsclf, that 1t praduced the most delightful
sensations, and, in a word, their happiness
would not be complete withoutit. The simple-
hearted, innocent colonists, ignorant of the
deccitful ways of the world, were casily pre-
vailed on by the crafty smugglers. They took
the drug.  They inhialed draught afier draught
of its delicious odour, and soout were sieeped in
insensibility. By and by its cffects wore off,
and on returning to their senses they found the
smugglers had disappeared, and they sawiathe
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distance the king approaching. Deep conster-
nation now scized them, and they fled in terror
to conceal themselves. The king came. e
called them from their hiding places, and soon
heard the bumiliating confession. They were
both’ashamed and sorry; ashamed at being so
easily duped, and sorry at baving offended the
good king; sorry at the prospect of being ban-
ished from the colony,and most of all sorry and
terrified at the thought of the branding that
was to disfigure them and their little ones in
all time coming. * Spare us ” they cried, “ spare
us at least this cruel infliction ;" but the king's
word was a Jaw, unchangeable, and neither
prayers nor tears could dissuade him from bis
unbending purpose. The executioner was
called, the brand was uplified, and they were
driven from the colony.

The good king looked after them with tears
in his eyes, for though he would not on any ac-
count break his word, yet lie could not conceal
the fuct that he loved them sincerely, and
much regretted the conduct that made it neces-
sary for him toact towards them with so much
sceming severity. He knew morcover that if
now left to themselves the poison would con-
tinue to act and iu the end prove futal. So he
called them back and revealed to them the im-
portant sccret that there existed an antidote to
the poizon ; that on a certain mount, which he
pointed out in the distance, there grew a tree
that yiclded this wonderful cure. e aiso told
them how it was to be used. The leaves and
twigs were to be bruised and infused for in-
ward use, while the bark, on being punctured,
would yicld a balsam to heal their sores ; and
that they might have no excase to offer as to
the distance of the trecor their inability to pre-
pare the medicine, he assured them that he
would send his own servants to obtain it and
fucnish thew witha full sapply. “Usc this,” said
e, #use it freely. It will cost you nothing-
It will be brought to You bruised, j.repared, and
ready for usc, and if yon nse it, it will not only
neutralize the poison, it will also destroy the
appetite for i, and by its continued use you
will experience new life and  vigour, and
strength that will never decay. And although
you can uever returnt to the happy colony, my
intention is to clevate all who are cured, to
stations of higher honour and happiness than
cven it could have yiclded. But, on the other
hand, if you refuse the medicine the poison will
continne to exert its bancful influence. Cruel
sores will spread over your bodies, disease like
a canker will seize upon Yo vilals, and your
doom will at length be crerlasting destruction.
Ye saw hotw ficmly I inflicted the scariug brand,

L 4
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and with eqnal certainty will I perform the
words that bave now gone out of my mouth.
They are wmy sure and firm decree.”

Sach is our miserable yet not hopeless con-
dition as sinners, and such the gracious pro-
visivn made by our Heavenly Father for the
cure of our spiritual maladies. And shall not
every one who bears the joyful intelligence ex-
claim, Glory and everlasting praise be to God
that there is a balm in Gilead and a physician
there, and that he has disclosed to our faith the
weondrous Branch, the Plant of Renown,wound-
ed for our trausgressions, bruised for our ini-
quities, and yielding the balm that has been
appointed for the hcaling of the natioas?

0.

AUGUSTINE'S CONFESSIONS.

Part 11,
(Coucluded from page 78.}

Tie “ Confessions™ describe, however, only
the early life of him who was to play so promi-
nent a part in the history of the church. They
were written comparatively carly in his Chris-
tian career ; besides which, Augustine intends
in them to show only how that change was
brought about in himself which turned him
from darkness to light.  This makes it impos-
sible to convey any adequate idea of their con-
tents in a brief summary : for the events of kis
life were not numerous or thrilling, while the
refiections to which cach gu‘es rise are long
and instructive.

Aurelins Augustinus was born at Tagaste in
Numidia in the year 331, His mother was a
pious woman and an orthodox Christian—his
father not. his baptism was
deferred, from the erroncous views then cater-
tained of that sacrament; “lest the defilament
of sia should afier that washing bring greater
and more perilons guilt,” He was sent to
school : shewed great aptitude in learning
what suited his inclination, and the usual
indisposition to apply himself to task work. In
his school hic learnt what is still elicefiy taught
in our own, aud his reflactions thercon are
capable of salutary application to our own
case. ¢ In these studies, indeed, T learnt many
a uscful word, bat these may as well be learned
in things not vain; and that is the safe path
for the steps of youth.”

““But woc is thee, thou torrent of human cus-
tom. Who shall stand against thee? low
Drng shalt theu not be dried up? How long
shall the sons of Eve roll and toss in that large
and hideoas sea.which cven they searcely over-
nass who are shipped inthe cross? Did not |
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read in thee of Jove the thunderer and adulter-
cr? both, doubtless he could not be, but so the
figured thunderer might countenance and pan-
der the real adulterer. And now, which of
our gowned masters would hear one who from
their own schiool cries out ‘ These were Homer's
fictions, transferring things human to the gods;
would he had Lrought down things divine ?
Yet more truly had he said, ¢ These are indeed
his fictions ; attributing a divine nature to wick-
ed men, that crimes might be no longer crimes,
and whoso commits them might seem to imitate
not abandoned men, but the celestial gods.
And yet, thou bellish torrent, into thee are
cast the sons of men with promise of rich re-
ward, for compassing such learning; and a
great solemnity is made of it when this is going
on in the forum.”

Another reflection which occurs afterwards
nicely illustrates another picce of ancient and
tmodern  Christian  inconsistency : % Behold,
O Lord God, yea, behold, patiently as Thou art
wont, how carefully the sons of men observe
the covenanted rules of letters and syllables
that those who spake before them used, ne-
glecting the cternal covenant of cverlasting
salvation received from Thee. Inasmuch, that
a tcnchcr_ or learner of the hereditary laws of
pronunciation will more offend men, by speak-
ing without the aspirate, of a ¢ wman being,’ in
despite of the laws of gramwmar, than if he, a
human being, hate 2 human being in despite of
Thee.” He complains that his moral cducation
was neglected, “ the only care of his friends be-
ing that he should learn cxcellentiy and be a
persuasive orator,” & complaint which mightas
fitly come from the lips of most men now-a-days
when looking back upon their cacly training
and comparing the little attention there was
devoted to the culture of the moral facultices
with the pains t:\kcg tadevelop the intellectunl.
Atsixteen he left the school at Tagaste, and was
scut to complete his studies at Carthage. The
temptations of manhood now began to assail
him, and he gave way without resistance to
their allurements. 1 sank away from Thee,”
lic confesses, * and I wandered, O my God,
too much astray from Thee, my stay, in these
days of my youth, and I hecame to mnysclf &
barren land.” The pleasures of Carthage car-
ricd him away : but they did not satisfy his car-
nestsoul. I felt especially the hurtful ia-
flueice of the theatre which must have been
peculiarly attractive 10 his cxcitable t empera-
ment.  He felt the weakening cffect which the
representation of misery, even on the stage, had
upon hisactive passions wken unable to relieve
it. Nonc of the amuscments of the luxurious

LY
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ca_pitaf of ancient Carthaginia gave him rest.
Ne expresses the struggle which was passing in
his soul in language as indistinct but as power-
ful as the pmotions: * I loved not truly as yet,
yet I loved to love, aud out of a deep seated
craving I hated mytelf for not craving, I
sought that I might love, in love with loving,
and safety I hated and a way without snares.
For within me wasa famine of that inward food,
Thyself, my God; yet through that famine I
was not hungered : but was without all longing
for incorruptible sustenance, not because filled
thereby, but the more empty the more 1 loathed
it.”

He was studying to become a rhetorician or
teacher of oratory, chiefly legal oratory, as the
courts of law had been the only field for the
exercise of the art, since the decline of the Re-

public : and it was while in the pursuit of his ;

professional studies that he was arrested in hig
thoughtless career by the Hortensius of Ci-
cero, “ which altered his feelings and turned
his prayer to God and inspired him with other
purposes and desires.” The great questions of

existence then unfolded themselves to bim and i

he sets about explaining tliem.

He first turned to the Scriptures, but turned
away revolted by the lowly attitude wMch they
demanded of him who would effectually search
them. In the doctrines of the Manichaeans,
however, he thought he found a solution of the
problem, which philosophy proposed to him;
and for nine years be struggledwith its dualistic
theory of good and evil, and its cosmological
subtleties to favour a consistent theory of the
universe. Butallin vain, and worse thaa vain.
For in proportion as that which promised so
much, was scen to yield so little, did his faith
in truth decline, till at length he almost reached
that painful and pitiable state of hopeless scep-
ticism, which prevents its victim recognizing
truth at all.

At this juncture philosophy again recalled
him to a nobler attitude. Platonism prepared

the way for the admission of Christianity, But i

before this occurred hie had left Africa.Conscious
of posvers which would enable him to shine in
a wider spherc,and disappointed with his Maoi-
chacism, he had gonc to Rome. In Carthage
he had been annoyed by the unruly conduct of
his gludents. In Rome he was cmbarrassed by
their refusal to pay their fees: and h ere stiil
his Manichacism haunted him. e therefore
gladly quitted Rome for Milan, to uccupy the
digtinguished post of rhetoric reader to the
city. In those days Milan was Ambrosc and
Ambrose Milan. He was the spirit of the place-
Augustine, therefore, in describing this eventful
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step says, ¢ To Milan I came, to Ambrose the
Bishop, known to the whole world as among
the best of men, Thy devout servani whose
eioquent discourse did then plentifully dispense
unto thy people the fatness of Thy wheat, the
gladness of Thy cil, and the sober inebriation ot
Thy wine. To bim was I unconsciously led by
Thee, that by him I might be consciously led
to Thee. That man of God reccived me as «
father, and showed me an Episcopal kindneas
on my coming. Thenceforth I began to love
him, atfirst indeed not as a teacher of the truth
(which I utterly despaired of in Thy charch),
but a3 a person kind towards myself.”
Philosophy and Ambrose were thus dispe!-
ling the dark clouds of doubt which had been
settling on his mind. They had brought him t¢
the determination of being a catechumenin the
Catholic church, until something certain should
dawn upon him, whither he might steer his
\ course, when his mother Monic¢a found him our,
{ and by her prayers to heaven and the impres-
, sive example she axhibited in herself of what
} Christianity could cffect, completed the work
of conviction. Traly * man himself is a great
deep wkose very bairs thou numberest, O Lord,
. and they fall not to the ground witbout Thee,
and yet are the hairs of his head easier to be
numbered than are his feclings and the breatk-
ings of his heart.” The intellectual contest was
closing though not yet closed, when there com-
menced the contest with the will. Believing
that truth was contained in Holy Writ, it re-
mained 1o bring his life into conformity with
its requirement. 1 panted after honours.
gains, warriage ; and Thou deridedst me. in
these desires I underwent most bitter crosses,
Thou being the more gracious, the less Thoua
sufferedst ouglt to grow sweet to me which was
not Thyself.” It was long before he reduced
his conduct to the hard condition which tte
Chrristian morality of the times demanded,
coaditions which admiration for the asceticist
of mea like Anthony hadimposed.  # The con-
troversy in his heart was self against selfonly
At lengtir a supposed vision détermined him o
throw off the world. * When once speaking
and weeping in the most bitler contrition ¢f
heart, lo! I heard,” he says, *from a neighbour-
ing house & voice as of a boy or girl, I know
not, chanting and oft repeating, ¢ Take up and
read, take upand read.” Checking the torrent
of my tears I arose, interpreting it to be no
other than a command from God to open the
book and read the first chapter I should find.
Eagerly then 1 returned to the place where 1
had Iaid the volume. [ scized, opened, and in
silence tead that passage on which my eves
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arst fell: ¢ Not inrioting and drunkenness, not
in chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and eavying; but put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ and make not provision for the flesh in
concupiscence.’” No further would I read; nor
needed I, for instantly at the end of this sen-
tence, by & light, as it were of serenity infused
into my heart, all the darkness of doubt van-
isWed away.”

His resolution was now formed. He aban-
doned his profession,  that the young who
studied not God's law and peace, bat lying
dotages and law skirmishes might no longer
bty at his mouth arms for their madness.” He
relinquished all-intentioa of marriage, and dis-
‘missed tho woman who had for fifteen years
stood to ltim in the relation of u wife, and, with
his illegitimate son Adcodatus, applied for and
received baptism at the hands of Ambrose.
His mother had now received ber heart's desire.
Her prayers had been answered, and in the ful-
ness of her bliss she died. The confessions vir-
tually close with the beautiful tribute of ardent
love which her son has raised to her memory.
1t has placed ber among that band of women
whom the world without dissenting voice con-
sents to honour. The book itself is, however,
far from finished, much of it must still be
waded through by thuse who are ardent enough
in their admiration of its author to set a value
on all that he has written, or curious to read a
specimen of allegorical interpretation ; for
Augustine has appeaded, by the merest fila-
meut of conunection, & mystical commentary on
the first chapter of Genesis, for the purpose of
showing that Christ may be recognized through-
oat the Bible, © That of Him did Moses write.”
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Nor did the life of Augustine terminate wherd
his narrative breaks off. He would consider
that it only began there. After buryiug his
mother in Ostia, he returned to Africa; was
made presbyter in 391, co-bishop of Hippo
Regius in 395, and probably in the following
year sole bishop. He was never transported to
a more important see. But he needed no ad-
ventitious circumstance to give bim influence.
He was the presiding genius ‘of the age, ahd
therefore made his power felt as forcibly from
Numidian Hippo as he could have done from
Rome. The instraments of this power were
those writings which were ‘then, and have
been ever since, the trustiest weapons of those
who contend for Divine predestination in oppo-
sition to the supporters of man's free will. The
contest between them, opposing these logically
irreconcilable but really consistent principles,
first developed itself ivto open strife during
Augustine’s lifetime. On which side he would
range himself there could be no doubt, and &s
little that le vould take a foremost place
amoag the members of his party. The contro-
versy with Pelagius called forth his “ Oity of
God,” probahly the most important theological
treatise ever written. A host of other books
and tracts flowed from bis ven, many of them
in support of views and practices which our
modern Christianity disallows.

The closing years of his 1#v were saddened
by the terrible ills which befell North Africa
through the invasion of the Vandals. He him-
self died in the midst of his flock in 430, an old
man of 76 years of age, after enduring the
hardships and privations of a thrce montbs
siege.

—
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Hotices and Bebielos.

IIaLeETH, OR THE HOMESTEAD 01" NaTIONS.
Egvpt illustrated : By Edw. L. Clark.
Dawson Biviners, Montreal.

Daleth is the name of the fourth letter
of the Hebrew alphabet, and its significa
<ion is a door, which, in its ancient form, it
resembled. A sentence from the first para-
xraph of the book explains the import of
the title.  “From whatever country we
look back along the pathway of the arts
and sciences, in the dim distance tower the
mighty gateways of EGYPT,—Tue Hoxe-
STEAD oF THE Natioxs,—Dbenearh which
the rites of rcligion and the Llessings of
civilization have passed out into the world ;
and with grateful respect we confess that

on the banks of the Nile stands the true
Davern of the nations.”  Inspired by this
belief, our author's task co.sists, in the
main, of 2 grouping of scattered materials,
the results of researches by scholars and
critics, with the object of illustrating the
vround and correctness of his belief. In
the performance of his task, Mr. Clark
displays an artistic treatment of subject
singularly ad ypted to his design and pro-
duces a most fascinating volume, to the
publishing of which, Ticknor & Fields of
Boston have devoted one of their richest
styles of printing avd binding. Mr. Clark
has obvionsly spent much time in Egypt,
and, with the advantages of a liberal edu-
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cation and the eye of a kecn and eritical
observer, has made good account of his
opportunities, Most siriking are the con
trasts between Egypt as it is and Egypt
as it may be imag.ned to have been, when
the existing moumments of ancient great-
ness in science and art were reared.  The
reader may scruple to accept all the au-
thor’s deductions even when told that « the
means of verifying the most trifling facts
are within his reach.” He may hesitate,
for example, in coinciding with the author
. in the extent to which tise task of Moses,
in fulfilling the minute iustructions given
by God re-pecting the tabernacle and its
furnishings, was facilitated by what he had
learned from the Egiptians, alihough we
see no great difficulty in recoguizng the
advancement of Egyptianart and the fami-
larity with it of the leader of Isracl Lefore
the exodus, as divinely arranged projaietics
and preparations for the instituticn of the
Sinaitic cconumy. When le reals this
sentence, “certanly none, except such a
writer as §t. Johny will be ready to disj ose
of the Egyptians with a stroke of the pen,
saying they were ‘a mst of priests and
slaves, ™ and finds a number of statemer.ts
advanced to disprove the charge of national
slavery, he may, like oursclves, be at a loss
to know who is the St. John referred to.
There ae other allegations which may
startle and opinions which may pcnplci.
The author is fearle-s of iu\‘cslig.:uion, and
the reader must judge bis views with fair-
ness and candour.  Of this we are cettain,
that no one will peruse a single chapter
without Leing charmed by the exceeding
grace and beanty of its deseriptione.  The
selection on the Tumbs of Thebes in other
columns is frem this work.

AvToB10G6RATTIY, CORKESPONDENCE, &,
OF Lymax Bercurr, DD, Edited by
Charles Beecher. Voi. I. Dawson Bro-
thers, Montreal,

A narrative of the life and labours of
Dr. Beecher, who lived so Kittle for himself
and labonred so much in the service of
God for the benefit of his fellow men, fol-
lows his death as a matter of course, but it
comes in a form which probably few ex-
peted. We are told in the inl!rodll(:tmy
chapter of this volume that Dr. Beccher
had, during his latter years, a favourite
lan, namely, to write a history of his own
ife and times, More than once he actu-
ally commenced, but his love of finishing
was 0o great for bis time.  When on the
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borders of thieescore years and ten this de-
«1en was abandoned, and he threw himself
upon his children for help. His son ar-
ranged his manuseripts.  In the sitting
room of his daughter, Mrs. Stowe, the re-
collections of his life, as detailed 1y him-
self, both spentaneously and'in answer to
questions, were taken down. Letters and
other documents were incorporated with
ihe recollections, and the whole was 1ead
over to Lim for correction. The result is
before us) <o far, in this first volun.e of his
busy, stirring life—not quite an autobio-
araphy, yet something approaching that:
The circumstances above noticed account
for peculiarities both good and bad.  As
might b expected there istoo much of the
garnlicy of age, too many little details
quite uninteresting to any body boyoud the
precinets of DicBoecher's family,and mns
way seniio to illustate his character,
We th nk it extremely unfair to Dr. Bee-
cher in his best days, that bis Bife should
be sketched by the Dr. Beechier of three-
seore yvears and ten. We can forgive the
ifirmity which, looking tack thirty or
forty yeare, speaks grandiloquemly of the
narrater’s own part in the events of the pe-
tiod, but we rogret the taste which preserves
what is said in the:e chenmstances as the
fittest represemtation to be made publie. It
i~ exactly here whete the greatest fault and
the greatest merit lie.  Fhe Look is a
capital picture of the oll man seated in
his easy chair—speaker, prime win'ster,
evervthing to his sclect audience.  From
the first page to the last this is the scene
which commands the reader’s witention
and gives its own cast to every incident in
the records But the reader is placed at a
disadvantage cqually with the biographer.
[Ie would iike to sée the boy, the student,
the minister at this age and that, each by
himscl'; this however is denied 5 he sees
each one in succession, but ouly in
patiiarchal company.  He sees therefore at
any time, too little of the olject to beseen
and teo much of the exhib tu’s showing,
To some ceatent this fanlt is comected by
the correspondence, eatracts frem sermons,
&e., which again, though iuteresting,
form too arge a part of the volume. In
writing thus we do not mean that any one
should” alter his intention to purchase,
Buy the book and read it. It is the life of
a man whose ancestors came from England
with Davenport in 1638, whose carcer is
associated with early settlements and pri-
mitive manners in the United States. In
his character were many striking peculari-
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ties fitting him for the work he had to do.
The sazredness of his profession sanctified
without destroying the conditions of his
humanity. As a minister he bore for half
a century an important share in the reli-
gious movements of the United Stats,
never forgetting but pursning, with inde-
fatigable zeal, the oue great purpose of
winning souls to Chiist. In this he was
eminently sneéessful.
at times a blunt, we might almost say, a

He may have had

violent way of dving it, but with God’s

blessing he did it nevertheless,

A Porurar Hlaxpvrook oF THE New Trs-

TAMENT; By George Cumuving Me-
Whorter.  Dawson Brothers, Moutreal.

The author of this volume disclaims all

pretensions to  originaliy, and acknow
ledges particnlar oblisatious to the works
of TregeHes, Westcott, Wardsworth, Treuch,
and especially to the claborate Greek Testa-
ament of Alf rd which is extensively quoted.
The merit of the work consists in drawing
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the man so heroic and so saintly,so in
tensely human yet co very heaveulv, aund
the strange, stirring incidents ofa career
which from beginning to end is a marvel,
give to the murative of his ministry a pic-
turesqueness which no other history pos-
sesscs; while at the same time there is in it
so much that is practically instructive, that
awell divected study of its cpisodes must
be of the greatest utility to ordinary Chris-
tians.  As an expositery help to the un-
derstanding of the histery and « guide to
the discernment and  application of its
lessons, Diey Macdufl’s work will be found
to be of great service.

Gopwin’s Works, Vols VII and VIIL
Dawson Brothers, Montreal,

Thiese are two volumes of the thind year's

Cissue of Nichol’s series of Standard Divines
i . N - 4 )
. belonging to the Puritan period. (Sce al-

upon these standard authorities for mater-

ials which m-y be useful to such as have
not the time or opportunity to cousult
them, on questions of imputance connect-

ed with the New Testament Sciiptures, In '’
the first cight chapters such points as the .
gennineness, anthenticity, inspiiation, teat, .

and versions of these writings are discus-ed,
and the rest of the volume is devoted to
the anthor-hip and character of the books
composing them—a chaj ter to each bouk.
It uscfully supplies an important desidera-
tum, especially to instractors of youth for
whose bencfit chiefly it has been pre-
pared.

Tue Provneror Five: ow, The Lire axp
Times or Ergan, with their lessons:
By J. R. Macduff, D, D.

We presume there are few of our read-
ers who have not in their posscs<ion one or
more of the various admirable volmmes of

which the minister of Sandyford Church, ;

Glasgow, ouc of the most earnest and cle-
quent preachers in the Church of Scotland,
is the author. The subject of the book be-
fore us is well snited to Dr. Macduff's man-
ner of writing and style of illustration, and
the treatment of it is not lac king in those
excellent characteristics  with which the
Chiristian public is extensively familiar, as
distinguishing the author’s writings, The
singular interest which attaches to the life
of the Tishbite will always be feit whers-
cver the Bible is read.  The character of

vertisement oun coverl) The first ireats of
the croatures and the condition of their
state by creation, of gospel holiness in the
heart and lif, of the blossed state of glory
which the saiuts possess after death, of
three several ages of Christians in faith
and  obedience, of man’s 1estoration by
grace, and of rejentance.  The sccond is
devoted to the ol ject, acts, and properties
of faith,  Thuse who have taken the suiies
fiom the commencement will find  that
these are two of the most valuable volumes
which have yet appeared.

Caramn &’ Guamnnen., A Dicecoursze on
the late Rev. Noiman Mel.eod, Glasgow -
By the Rev. Johm Darroch, ML AL, Locheil,
C. W, Togeaher with an extiaer from a
Discourse by Dr. Mathiesn of Monireal,
on the oceasion of Dr. McLeod's death,

This pamphlet has been sent to us by the
Messis. Dawson, Montreal, who we believe
have some copies for sile.  We must tell
our readers it is in Gaclic. Those who
buy it will no doubt find themselves in pos-
session of a good shilling’s worth of sound
doctrine and Ossianic language,

First L.essoxs 1y ScIENTIFIC .\GRICULTURE!
By J. W, Daws'm, LL.D., F.R.&,, T'rin-
cipal of McGill University.  John Lovell,
Montreal.

Mr. Lovell has done well to add this

| little work to his valuable serivs of school

beoks, although it is prepared expressly for
private instruction also.  Agricultwial pur-
suits will ever form an importaut pait of
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Canadian industry, and whoever diffuses
the knowledge which is neeessary for the
cnlightened and successful prosecution of
Liem is a benefa:tor to the country. Iu
the management of a farm, good observa-
tion, seasonable arranzemeats, and prompt
attention are indispensable. No scientific
knowledge will avail in their absence.
But there are certain properties of sub-
st inces and laws continually atlecting them,
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familiarity with which would greatly facili-
tate the acquirement and exercise of the
requisites just mentioned. As an elemen-
tary treatise upon these and the practical
application of an acquaintance with them.
Principal Dawson’s lessons will be found tu
be exceedingly serviceable. We notiee
with regroet a mixture of the British and
American methods of spelling words of a
certain class—thus, “ color,” “odour.”

@he Chneches and their Rlissions.

CaNADA.~Another French Mission Church,
i The Canadian Evangelical”—has been open-
ed for worship in the city of Montreal, in con-
nection with the operations of the French
Canadian Missionary Society. The dedication
* services took place on the 13th uit, when the
pastor, Rev. R. P. Duclos, was assisted by &
1wrge number of clergymen bothin French and
English. Dr. Wilkes of Zioo Church preached
in the afternoon an appropriate sermon from
Phil. 1, part of vs5. 9. 10. It has been announ-
ced that his sermon is asked for publication.
The Rev. J. Tanuer, of the Church in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, and his peo-
ple showed their interest and good feeling by
being present on the occasion, and Mr. Tanner
took part in some of the services. The church is
*a neatbat unpretending structure of stone,fitted
up internally in a.comfortable manner with
simple but good taste. There is adebt of $5000
upon the building. .
From the 25th annnal report of thisSociety,
a document which ranges over a wide field aud
15 1n consequence very lengthy, we glean the
following : In the schools at Poirte aux Trem-
bles are 100 pupils ; 52 boys and 52 girls, less
by two'than the tofal of last year. 9 of these
are the children of missionaries, 49 the children
of Protestant converts, 41 of Roman Catholic
parents. There are 2 ordained Pastors, 7Evan-
gelists, and 5 Colporteurs, who besides other
successful labours circulate 1000 copics of the
Scriptures annually. The church lately open-
ed in Montreal bas cost $15000, for which con-
tributions have been received from Britain and
the farm at Pointe aux Trembles sold. There
is accommodation for a day school which will
be opeaned soon. Mr. Dorion, colporteur, cir-
culated 130 copies of the Scriptures in Mon-
treal, distributed 1000 tracts, and made 1500
visits to Roman Catholic louscs. Mr. Ami,
of Industry village, has five stations at which
‘he reports 23 Protestant families, 71 children,
44 members, and an average attendance at his
services of 144 persons. At Grenville, Arun-
del, and Grand Lac are 24 children of converts
and 18 church members, with an attendance
of 92 at public worship. At Belle Riviere, St.
Eustache, Buckingham, and various points in
tbe Eastern Towaships,hopeful operations have
"been cdrried on. Some siz or seven young
Tmen are at various stages of preparation as
‘missionaries, two of them supported at Geneva

\

by John Henderson, Esq. of Park, and Mrs. Fer-
guson, Glasgow. The total income for the
year was $11,143 of which Cacada gave $7,359.
There is due the treasurer $2,012 after an ex-
penditure of $13,155.

At the annual meeting of Zion Church, Mon-
treal, (Congregational, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Pas-
tor,) the past year was reported to have been
financially the most prosperous in its history.
A debt of $3000 was paid off, and $4000 raised
besides for congregational purposes. Subscrip-
tions for missions and religious and charitable
societies as far as known amounted to $5000,
making a total of $12,000 coantributed by the
congregation for the year. The Sabbath school
had 400 scholars on its list, 160 of whom were
over 16 years of age.

The new Presbyterian church, St. Joseph
street, Montreal, appears to be in & prosperous
state. Additional accommodation is required
and this it has been determined to provide
forthwith.

It has been found (in the Canada Presbyterian
Church,) and we regret to state it, that seme
congregations are hopelessly in arrears with
their ministers’ stipend. Our readers would
be surprised did ‘they know the whole truth
in regard to this evil. These very bad cases
do not appear at all, or only in a very modified
form, in the statistical returns made to
the Synod. We might as well expect Britain
to wipe off its national debt as expect several
of our congregations to wipe off their arrears
to their ministers. These are difficult cases to
deal with. What is to be done with these?
We sce only two ways of endipg this painful
state of things, either that the minister should
bear all that less, or that the Presbytery o1
Synod should step in between it and him. Our
views of justice in such a case as this may not
meet with much sympathy, nevertheless we
state them. We bold that failing the coogre-
gation, the Presbytery is morally bound for
the stipend, and failing the Presbytery the
Synod.—Canada Obscroer, .

The Lulheran, an American periodical, has
the following: Progress in  Canada “Weést.
The progress of the work of the church in
this province, i3 cvideant not oniy from the
growth of most of the older congregations,
and the organization of new oncs, but from the
violence of the opposition which the cause of,
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truth and righteousness encounters from
various quarters.

Lowszr Provinces.—The Rev. John Sinelair,
for three years missionary of the church of
Scotland in the county of Pictou, Nova Stotia,
and for two years minister of Roger’s Hill and
Oape John, has returned to Scotland. Having
laboured most acceptably and successfully in
both of these capacities, his departure is keenly
felt and lamented.

The Rev. William Cullen, one of the missjo-
naries recently sent to Prince Edward Island
by the Church of Scotland, bas been obliged on
account of ill henlth to resign his place, and
return to his native land.

Dzata oF Tus Rev. Jomx Scorr.—We record
with dzep regret the death of the Rev. John
Scott of Halifax.

Though in the 68th year of his age, Mr. Scoit
was remarkably vigorous both in body and
mind, till prostrated by his last illness. Indecd,
wre have to state this remarkable fact concern-
ing him, that during the thirty-seven years of
bis ministry he was otly once laid aside by any
ailment; and on the single occasion referred
to, a broken tooth was the cause.

Mr. Scott arrived at.Halifax from Scotland in
1826, in the same ship (the Douglus) with the
late Dr. McCulloch. He entered immediately
into the ministerial charge of St. Matthew's
Church to which he had been ordained and
appointed in Scotland by the Presbytery of
Jedburgh, there being no Presbytery here in
connection with the church of Scotland. The
Preshyterianism of Halifax was represented for
many years by Mr. Scott and Mr. Martin; but
it was not till 1834 that Mr. Scott consented to
place himself in connection with the Church of
Scotland in this Province.

Mr. Scott was the Presbyterian Chaplain of
the forces ever since his appointment to St.
Matthew’s Church. He was a man who com-
manded universal respect during the many
years of his ministerial career. He was a faith-
ful evangelical preacher. His sermons were
written with care, and he uniformly read them,
but he was a good reader, and one could listen
with pleasure as well as profit. He was always
a total abstainer, except when under medical
treatment, and this was but very seldom.

Tog Rev. Jaxes SteveN oF CaMPBELLTON,
M. B, a well knowa and esteemed clergyman
of the Synod in connection with the Church of
Scotland, departed this life on the 22nd of Jan.
last, in the 63rd year of his age.

Mr. Steven was among the longest settled
ministers in the Province,—having landed at
Dalhousie on the 24th of October, 1831. At
that time, there was no Presbyterian clergy-
man nearer than Miramichi, so that Mr. Ste-
ven's ministrations necessarily extended overa
wide range. Besides regularly supplying the
pulpits of Campbellton and Dalhousie, Mr.
Steven was cngaged to give an occasional ser-
vice at Bathurst; and before the arr.val of the
Rev. Dr. Brooke, be preached also at New
Richmond as leisure permitted him, and even
a3 far a3 New Carlisle and Fort Daniel. It was
chiefly through his instrumentality that con-
gregations were formed at Bathurst and New
Richmond, and ministers settled over them.
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There was probably no minister inthe Pro-
vince who had such a large circle of acquain-
tances, and none, probably, who will leave so
many to mourn. Few men have been so much
bejoved as Mr. Steven was throughout the
whole of his cxtensive charge, or hadso many
friends.

While generally acceptable as a preacher,
Mr. Steven was especially happy in his minis-
trations at the sick-bed, and in his daily inter-
course among his people. He had the rare art
of making the humblest fael at their ease in
his presence, while, at the same time, by his
gentlemanly manners, he commanded their
respect. Of his kindness and hospitality, many
will retain a grateful recollection. Great
though his popularity was, few men seemed
to be less aware of it,

ScotLaNp.~—The Senatus Academicus of tie
University of Glasgow has conferred the honuru~,
ry degree of D.D. on Rev. Jobn M‘Rae, minister
of the parish of Hawick ; Rev. James Ingram,
M. A., minister of the Free Church, Unst.; Rev.
Alexander M‘Ewen, M. A. minister of Clare-
mont Street United Presbyterian Church,
Glasgow.

The following i3 a general statement of the
funds placed at the disposal of the Board of
Missions, by the members and friends of the
United Presbyterian Church, for the year 1863:
For Foreign Missions..... ..£18,018, 13s 113
For Education of Children of

Missionaries. ..eeveeenaes 532 14 6
For Home Missions........ 6,114 17 94
For Pastoral Supplement... 753 11 6}
For Church Extension..... 859 12 3

Amount Received for Missions £26,385 9 103
For Manse Funds........ .+, 10,984 14 3

Amount, 1863 ....... ...£37,370 4 1
The above sum is over and above the sums
raised for support of ordinances, building of
churches, or other local efforts, by the various
congregations of the communion.

The following is the amount raiced by one
cougregation during the year 1863 —Welling-
ton street Church, Glasgow, Rév. Dr. Robson :
Congregationl purposcS.e...... £918 7 2!

Missionary and Benevolent..... 3,031 8 0o
Manse Fund....... “eerevetans 50 0 O
Painting and altering the church,

and crecting additional accom-

modation. e veveeeianenanann 3,183 15 5

Amount in year 1863 ....... £7,833 7 7.

The above certainly speaks volumes for the
spirit and liberality of the people.

At the mecting of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland in 1863, an overture
was carricd by a majority of one in favour of
ministerial communion with the clergymen of
other Presbyterian bodies. The overture was
sent down for consideration to Presbyteries.
and we obscrve that the Presbytery of Paisley
gave 1t their unanimeus approval. In the Pres-
bytery of Glasgow it met with considerable op-
position, and on & vote was rejected by a ma-
jority of ome. This decision was severely stig-

{ matized. We now find that some, at least, of the
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‘majority were not actuated by a wish to keep
aloof from their dissenting brethren, but tho
‘very reverse, and that the decision come to was
not against the abstract principle of ministerial
communion, but against the coaditions of an
overture which several of its supporters were
‘ half ashamed of.” So writes*“ one of the ma-
Jjority,” and he adds, “Had the overture pro-
posed the abrogation of the act of 1799, which
is the barrier at present to ministerial commu-
nion in the form of interchange of pulpits with
dissenting brethren, I have reason to believe
that it would have met with very general ap-
proval. But the vote was taken on an overture
‘which is illiberal in its spirit, which raises ques-
tions which are better in abeyance, makes dif-
ficulties where none exist, and which proposes
ministerial communion ou terms which few miu-
isters of the Church of Scotland would like to
suggest, and few dissenting ministers be wil-
ling to accept as conditions of Christian fel-
lowship.”

At the meeting of the Glasgow Presbytery
above referred to, Dr. Norman M‘Leod quoted
an old statement of Dr. Candlish’s, that he did
not recognize the Church of Scotland as a
branch of the Church of Christ, but looked on
it only as a civil institution. A correspondence
between the two doctors has ensued and clos-
ed in a very friendly spirit. Dr. Candlish says
the statement is liable to misconstruction. It
was made when explaining that in the Evan-
gelical Alliance individual Christians met, but
did not recognize one another's churches. In
that connection he used phraseology which per-
haps he would scarcely use now. The expla-
nation would have been more satisfactory with-
out the perhaps.

Dr. Normanr Macleod intimated to a recent
meceting of the Presbytery of Glasgow that he
proposed setting out on ajourney to Egypt and
Palestine, returning, if his health was preserv-
ed, notlater than the first Sunday in May. He
1eft everything connected with the parish so
far as he knew, in perfect order. His services
with the working classes were over for three
months, He had taken mucl interest in the
building of a Mission Churcl for them, and he
was glad to say that all the funds for that
church were in bank; and as the site was free
the church would be built without any debt,
There was alsoa congiderable sum available for
the building of a large hall, to be attached to
the Mission Church for the holding of meetings.
He might further mention, for the benefit of
any Presbytery, which was interested in the
matter, that he had provided for Good Words®
for the next three months, s¢ that there was no
likelibood of its coming down.

Much interest has been excited by letters that
have passed between Drs Candlishand Coleuso.
Colenso claimed Candlish as a supporter of some
of his views. Caudlish repudiated the compli-
ment. The first Bishop replied that, though mis-
taken in one point e saw no reason to modify
his expressions of surprise at Candlish’s extra-
Ol‘d.lnary statements. Whereupon the Presby-
terian Bishop calls this “one of the grossest and

most shameless instances of injustice of which
Any controversalist was ever guilty,"—conclu-
-ding that Dr. Colenso isnot & man whose repre-
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sentations'of what he finds in books or manus-
cripts are to be lightly taken on trust.

Mr. Forbes of Medwyn, addressing the Epis-
copal Synod of Glasgow and Galloway on the
Canon which provides for the appointment of
readers and Catechists in places which are de-
prived of the ministrations of the Church, said
that the eminent statistician, Dr. Clelland, had
informed him that in the city of Glasgow there
were 13,000 ¢ Episcopalians’ totally unprovided
withreligious ordinances. Morcover in the adja-
cent villages there were proportionally large
numbers, e. g. in Neilston and Barrhead, at least
1000, and 80 on in other places. Those in Barr-
head were entirely lost to the Church, the ma-
jority having sunk into utter irreligion—few
join the Presbyterian denominations. The Scot-
tish bishops and their clergy are, he conceived,
bound to strain every nerve to render this Ca-
non operative,

ExeLanp.—The prosecution against Dr. Wil-
liams and Mr. Wilson is at an end. Those fa-
mous clergymen suspended from the office of
the ministry, and the emoluments of their liv-
ings for one year, by judgment of the Court of
Arches, have been restored to their honours,
functions and emoluments, and will return amid
the applause of the free thinkers of England,
to preach essayism to their congregations.
Such is the decree of the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, from which there is no ap-
peal.  The Archhishop of Canterbury and the
Archbishop of York dissent from the judgment,
and the only ecclesiastic present when it was
pronounced was the Bishop of London. We are
anxious not to exaggerate, but we are deliberate-
1y of opinion that this is beyond comparison the
most important event which has occurred in the
history of the Church of England, since the pas-
sing of the Act of Uniformity, Ithastaken us,
we own, by surprise. The sentence of Dr. Lush~
ington seemed to us the mildest which, under
the circumstances, could be considercd possi-
ble or conceivable ; but since two of the most
daringly heretical of the aunthors of ¢ Essays
and Reviews” are declared on unappealable au-
thority to preach no other Gospel than that
which the State of England undertakes to pro-
vide for the people, we accept the fact, and en-
deavour, in all calmness, to ascertain what it
means, and what are the practical inferenceg to
which it shuts up all those who in this country
adhere to the theology of the Reformation.—
Weekly Review.

Dr. Cumming, the well-known Scottish min-
ister of London, has commenced the publica-
tion, in penny numbers, of  The Life and Les-
sons of our Lord, unfolded and illustrated.” It
ig announced that each number of this work wi]l
be illustrated with a full page engraving from
original designs.

Care Town.—Bishop Colenso’s trial was
concluded on the 16th of December.

On Dec. 14, the suffragan Bishops (as asses-
sors) delivered their opinions. The presenting
clergy had accused Dr, Colenso of heresy on
nine counts; 1. His disbelief in the Atone-

ment; 2. His belief in justifieation with-
out any knowledge of Christ; 3. His
belief in natal regeneration ; 4. Hig
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disbelief in the endlessness of future punish-
ments; 5. His denial that the Holy Scrip-
tures are the Word of God; 6. His denial
of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures; 7.
His denial that the Bible is a true history of
the facts which it professes to describe; 8. Eis
denial of the divinity of our blessed Lord;
9, His depraving, impugning, and bringing
into disrepute the Book of Common Prayer.
The Bishop of Graham’s Town said be con-
sidered all these charges proved ; and, painful
ag it was to him to arrive atsuch a conclusion,
he considered that, by the false teaching pro-
ved against him, the Bishop of Natal had
wholly disqualified himself for bearing rule in
the Church of God, and for the cure of souls
therein. The Bishop of the Free State announ-

12k

ced that he had come to a similar conclusion,

The Court was then adjourned to December
16, when, on its re-assembling, the Metropolitan
pronounced judgment, depriving Bishop Colen~
so of his See, unless, on or before the 4th of
March next, the Bishop shall file a full, uncon~
ditional, and absolute retraction, in writing,
of all the objectionable extracts, in London, or
a like retraction by April 16, in Cape Town.

Dr. Bleek handed in a protest against the le-
gality of the proceedings and the validity of
the judgment, and gave notice of appeal.

The Bishop of Cape Town said he could not
recognize any appeal except to his Grace the
Archbishop at Canterbury, and he must require
that appeal to be made within fifteen days from.
that time.

Articles Selected.

STRIVE AND DARE.

STrIVE, brother, strive ;

‘When kind hearts are cold,

And cold the reply of the once loving eye,
Strive to be bold.

Dare, brother, dare;

When shame’s on thy cheek,

And anger’s red glow on the face of thy foe,
Dare to be meek,

Strive, brother, strive ;
'Mid the glare of the New,

To the faith of the past, that has weathered the
blast,
Strive to be true.

Dare, brother, dare;
When compromise only
Can win back the train of the false ones again,
Dare to be lonely.
George Paulin.

THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT FOR
PRESBYTERIANISM.

(Continued from page 91.)

IV. Consider that class of texts which des-
cribe presbyters as exercising the functions ex-
clusively claimed for prelates.

Surely ordination, supervision and discipline,
will be acknowledged to be prerogatives of
prelacyy if it have any. But we find ordination
practised by presbyters. Timothy was ordained
“ with the laying on of the hands of the pres-
bytery.” Toevade this direct averment, some
have resorted to the subterfuge of supposing
that the word should be taken for the office of
presbyter—the presbyterate, not the collection
of presbyters. But the word is never used in
any other passage of Scripture, except to denote
the body of elders. Usage, therefore, sanc-
tions our translation jn this instance. Others
have contended that the whole virtue of the or-
dination flowed from the hands of Paul, and the
rest only signified their consent. But when
Paul reminded Timothy of the imposition of his
hands specially, We suppose he meant no more
than any aged minister might do, who having

participated in the ordination of a young and
beloved son in the gospel, would naturally
feel a deep interest in him, and dwell with em-
phasis on the fact that his hands had rested on
his head.

Is ruling a prerogative of a prelate ? “Obey
them that have the rule over you,” is the in-
junction. Observe, a plurality of rulers is in-
timated—‘‘them.” “Know them that labour
among you, and are over you in the Lord;’ a
plurality again. “The elders that rule well
are worthy of double honour.” Here ruling is
distinctly attributed to the presbyterial of-
fice.

In this last cited text you have a striking
distinction between two classes of church ofti-
cers, and a clear warrant for the office of the
ruling elder. It is worthy of note that the
phrases in the original are participles, which
may be rendered thus: * The well-ruling eld-
ersare to have double honour; the labourers
in word and doctrine especially ;” which gives
us the two classes of Ruling Elders and Teach-
ing Elders.

Very different talents are required for ruling
and for instructing.  The first requires judg-
ment, though learning be deficient. The lat-
ter demands acquaintance with books and study,
in addition. The office of preacher, therefore,
is superior to that of ruler, because the preach-
er, besides being himself a ruler, is also some-
thing more. But prelatists reverse the order,
and exalt the ruler to & rank above the
preacher.

Is oversight or superintendence the duty of
a prelate?  We find Paul and Peter both giv-
ing it to the elders.  “Feed the flock of God,”
says Paul to the Ephesian elders, “ over which
the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, i. e.
Bishops,” for sois the original. And Peter,
“Feed the flock of God, taking the oversight
thereof, i. e. the episcopate thereof.” Here are
the elders exhorted to do the duty of Bishops or
Superintendents, to exercise the Episcopal of-
fice. It is objected that the word feed” is
employed, not the word “rule,” and that this
implies the duty of preaching alone. This is
an argument for English readers only. Itis
enough to turn to Micah vii. 14—“Feed thy
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people with thy rod,” where the same word is
used in the Septuagint version, and mast de-
note-ruling.  Again, Rev. ii. 27.  “ He shall
rule them with a rod of iron.” The original
word is the same.  But ia trath, % feed” is an
inadequate translation, and *rule” is not less
so. The original phrase would be more fully
expressed by the paraphrase, ¢ discharge all
the daties of a shepherd,” whatever they are,
feeding or ruling.  This simple statcment re-
lieves the sabject of all difficulty.

Is a complaint to be lodged? * Tellit,” not
to a Prelate, neither to the whole brotherbood,
wainors included, * but to the chureh,” i. . to
the representatives chosen by the church. Thus
Deuteronomy xxxi. 2§, Moses says, ® Gather
unto me all the clders of your tribes, and your
cfficers, that I may speak these words in their
cars;” while in the 33th verse it is stated, that
* Moses spake in the cars of all the congrega-
tion, or church of Istacl.” So, then, to address
the clders or representatives assembled, is tan-
lamount to addressing the whole church.

These offcers were not designated by & Pre-
late, but by the church; for the Apostles,
#* when they had ordained them clders in every
church, commended them to the Lord® The
word transiated ¥ ordained,” signifies taking
the suffrages by uplificd hands, and means cvi-
dently, that when the people bad chosen their
own officers by vote, the Apostics added their
solemn ratification.  Ordination, strictly so
called, was by the ministry, whilc clection was
in the hands of the people.  We find a like ex-
ample in the choice of the seven deacons.

1t appears, then, thatordination, superinten-
dence, and discipline, were entrusted, not 10 2
single individual, nor to the whole company of
Telievers, but to & plurality of officers in cvery
church.

V. Consider all that class of texts which descri-
be the primitive ordinations, and in which there
is not the slightest intimation of official super-
jority on the part of the persons ordained.

In vain will you look for such intimstions,
ot for any official instructions in the ordina-
tion of the seventy; or of the twclve, though
recorded by three Evaagelists ; or in Christ's
parting message to them ; or in the ordination
of Nattnias; or in that of Jaul; orin that of
Tigrothy  This silcnce presentsa striking con-
1rast with many modern charges, in which the
saperior dignily of the prelate, and the distine-
tion of the three avders, are not passed over quite

soslightls. Butifncitherin theoriginal instrue- |
trons, not in Christ's farcwell discourse, norin |

1ke account of separate ordinxtions, we find the

least intimation of = distinclion of rank, then
mmay we well reject the pretensionasa tolally

wawarranted figment.
Vi. Notice that class of iexts whichdeserith
1he ofSce rad datizs of a bishap, and represent

them as agreeing with the office and dutiesof a !

tor.

We have two specific charges; one to Tima-
1by, anather to Titos.  In that to Titoy, it s
said, ¥ 1 left thee in Crele, 1o ordain elders i
every city, as I had appointed thee, if any be
blameless; for a bishopmast be blameless.” Is
jtareason why an clder most ave auch and
wuckqualifications, that they ate reqaisite in &
prelate? The argoment isinconclasive. Sap-
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pose it were said in a Constitution, “ A repre-
sentativemust be thirty years of age, because
the president must be of that age.” Strange
reasoning this would be deemed. But if it were
stated that * representatives must be thirty years
old, because a member of Congress cannot be
qualificd under that age,” the incongruity
would vanish. It is obvious that bishop and
presbyter are here the same identical thing;
the words arc synonymous.

Ounce more : follow the description, and it is
in every respect applicable, and only applica-
ble, to a pastor.  § desire particular attention
may be paid to this point, for I intend presently
to draw from it a very scrious crimination.

In the charge to Timothy, bishops are men-
tioned, and the same  applicability is observ-
able. By these, Paul meantclders alone. Yet,
strange omission! while he gives directions
about the clergy, the deacons, and cven
the deacon’s twives, laity and widows, to say
nothing of a cloak and parchments, he main-
tains an ominous silence, on the topic of the
dutics of & prelate, the reverence due to him,
or tic etiquette Timothy was to observe to-
wards his brother prelates.

It is zemarkable indecd, that in the whole
range of the New Testament, with its twenty
scven books and two hundred and sixty chap-
ters, specificand minute as the directions often
are, we cannot find a solitary chapter, or part
of a chapier, suitable to be read as 2 charge to
a prelate at his consecration. It iss fact to
which your special attention is invited, that
prelatists are compelled to borrow, on suchoc-
casions, fassages which are in reality, by their
own acknowledgmen:, appropriate only to the
ordination of preshyters; such as Pauls
charge to Timothy, and his charge to the clders
of Ephesus.  To such a pitiable destitution are
they reduced, as to be compelled to borrow
from snothierservice; and thus an imposition
is praclised upon the people cvery time a pre-
lazc is ordained, by reading for their warrant &
sclection from Scriptare which 1sno warrant at
all. We certainly have a right to expect that
at such a Ume, if cver, they wonid bring for-
ward their clearest asd strongest watrant ; and
if they have nothing hetier to offer than this, we
must regard it as a lamentable confession of ia-
ability.

TOMNBS OF THEGES,

Ciimb the hill hehind Medeénet Haboo, pause
loag cnongh at the entrance of a seall reugh
¢+ apening 1o 7ead the warmings in every language,
10 * grard apainst falling rocks.”  Then teke
off every thing valeable and follow the juide.
He has throwa Limsclf upan the ground, and is
., pushing his body backward and downward
. amid » clozd of mammy dast— @ the sacred
rost of thrice a thoasand years.™ The sharp
rocks are crowded down upan nf, 03y, once
within the cave, the ceiling is high, and we
stand Gpright on a sofY, uncven floor. The
guide stops and we sit down in the darkacxs.
After several uncuceessial attempis he lights a
caadie. Whata sight! We sit on mommies !
Doxn into tandages and crushing bones ¥ink
¢ 037 feel!  Roand the walls lean, with hollow,
+ glistening cres of bitnmes, and octlslrelched

e me e e -
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arms, the mummies! The chamber is large,
but they lie many tiers deep, with black and
fleshless hands raised to stop us,—long fingers
pointing to us—headless trunks standing senti-
nel to challenge us. Tall men, women, chil-
dren, in awful and grotesque confusion,—a hor.
rid company! As we advance crushing and
rending through skeletons and limbs, chamber
after chamber appears, all crowded with ghast-
ly mummies.

¢ Crypt tangles orypt,—a perfeot net work w.
‘This ggoomy labyriut]'x of horrid caves ”’ caves

Should these rocks fall as they often do, or
s spark kindle these dry bandages, or our light
go out, how awful to wander through these
-eaverng, till, weary and famished and broken-
hearted, we give ourselves up to their com-
panyl And now a strange thought gives speed
to our departure,—what if the resurrection
should suddenly come! What chance for us
amid the thousands who would push for yonder
glimmer of sunlight! It may not have been 2
logical or theological panic, but instantly we
start for the opening, and stand there panting
and wild and weary, embrowned and torn with
the evil effects of our company. We know
where Thebes kept her dead, but do not think
she needs any more.

1t was the custom to bear little vases of earth
to the tombs, and plant flowers beside the en-
trance refreshing them daily with water from
the far-off river. Belzoni found shawls thrown
over the mummies, as year after year the sur-
viving brought their tokens of love. Nor have
the artists forgotten the tie which united them
in life, for here we see many families gathered
in friendly groups, each engaged in hiz own
pursuit, under the wings of those same deities
who looked down upon their homes. Often the
love of the family is the suhject of the painter’s
greatest skill. Children cling to their mothers,
friends assist one another, and the huspand is
often represented affectionately embrac‘mg‘ his
wife, and performing those services which 11}u-
mine the roughest ways of life. But one thing
is left unnoticed here, and that is the art of
war. Every peaceful pursuit and home occu-
pation js preserved, but no weapon has been
found upon the mummies or represented in these
tombs. Even the poorest sarcophagus has a
rude dove over the breast of the mummy,—a
sign of peace and rest after the triale of life

We know that when neither a sarcophagus
could be bought nor a roll of papyri obtained,
\he poor people gummed upon the cloth a
scanty piece of rude writing, and very often one
member of the family was kept in the house
till the others were ready to follow, that they
might sleep together in the tomb, as they had
lived together in their homes.

Such proofs of love show us that in every
age tender feelings make the world better and
happier. Like the wreaths of acacia-leaves and
flowers, whose dusty fragments sarvive theip
fragrance, we restore from these simple tokeng
the story of that strong and sweet affection
which united the old Theban households, The
trangparent varnish on the tombs is less pleas-
ing in the colours it has preserved, than are
these tributes of feeling which lie above the
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laws and arts of former days, saving without
concealing the deeper emotions of home life.

The proud priest is folded with arms across
the breast, in red and white shawls, and san-
dals of painted leather, and rich bracelets.
Upon the coffin are the eyes and eyebrows of
enamel. Yet the Arab unrolls the thousand
yards of linen, and breaks the casket, as rudely
as the silk-weaver of Lebanon turns the cocoons
which fed only a few days before on the mul-
berry trees which grow at his door. But the
poor find in their poverty an exemption from
harm. Nature has her compensations.

While we reflect on the bitterness of that
question the children of Israel asked of Moses,
as the sound of the shifting sand in the dany-
time and the cry of wild beasts in the night
mocked their weary hearts, ¢ Because there
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us
away to die in the wilderness?” a rough Arab
throws at our feet a mummy. Like his fellows,
he thinks that the statues and mummies whicl,
the travellers remove are their gods and ances-
tors. Werefuse. He urges, and offers to break
the sarcophagus, and give us the head for a
third of the first price. How is Pharaoh out-
raged! We wish we might repeat the experi-
ment of Mr. Ramsey, who shut up an ingolent
A}‘ab for a whole day in the sarcophagus he
wished to sell. But our only safety is in flight
80 we hurry away from the tombs of Gournou,
as if Alriman, god of the Dives, and all the
afreets of Islam were in pursuit. Over mounds
across ditches, along the paths, till the odour
of lupines and young wheat refresheg us. The
bees murmur sweetly. The flowerg drop their
heads to look into the pools. The green barley
nods over the streams of the noisy shadoof. The
songs of the boatman come through the palm-
groves. The children shout at theijp play, and
the white-winged boats glide softly by the ruins
of the venerable city.

For a moment we gaze at o]q Thebes
or reaches out its arén to ug, ’
away to the east, reflecting the afte
on ity gateways. Nearer tge sunset a::o&x; s;:
tient colossi sad and dignified, yet lonely in
their greatness. The gente shadows alread
lie on the court of the Memnoni y
ple of Gournou com o tium. The peo-

% ¢ out like insects from the
openings of the tombs, But ahove all th
calm slopes of the Lybian hill Ndeq ey
twilight or ma H 5 gilded with

g rked with dark
chasms, where the fi ST caves and deep
seom st’ill to hold our deities of the departed
the four-win 0id undisputed reign. Not like

ged creatures of Ezekiel's visi
are they tosweep ¢ : e o
he chariot of P onward, triumphantly bearing
:19. ¢ :‘“(’d of light and immortality, but mys-
denoubfnln sad, their only hope is to save the
ust of the past, not 1ooking forward but back-

ward ; for Thebeg that we see is the Thebes of
yesterday,

Lux-
Karnak towers

PATSY AND THE SQUIRE.

Patsy O'Blane was a poor ragged boy, living
on a wild Irish moor. He folded the sheep, stack-
ed the peat, and dug the potatoes, without hat
or shoes, for he owned neitfer. e also cooked
the food, and swept the clay flovr; while his
father herded the cattle of the Squire, who own-
ed all the lands and cottages around them.
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Theirs was a poor dwelling, with its one only
window, and with the thatch falling from the
roof; butit was hvme, and therefore dear to
them. ‘

Dan O'Blane owned one book, the Rible,

. which he and little Patsy dearly loved, for it
had raised them from the dust tobe **kingsand
yriests uate God,”

Onec evening, as Patsy sat at the door, with
his pet lamb at his side, and the Bible on his
knee, awaiting the return of his fathier, he heard
the loud voice of the blunt bat good-natured
Squire.

- Pat, my boy,” he shouted, ¢ lcave that
great book for priests and bishops to read, and
go hunting with O'Rook’s boys.”

« Please, yer honor,” said Patsy, “I'm forbid
o' my father to ga with thein same at all, for
they takes the name of God in vain.”

¢ But you can go hunting with them without |

swearieg,” said the gentleman.

# Ah! sir, I know its not casy to go into the
firc without being burned,” replied the boy.

- Well, my fellow, what do you find in that
great book? With all my learning, 1 don't
understand half of it,”" said the Squire.

# And now, yer hicnor, daes'nt yer own word ¢

show horw thrue this book is 7" asked Pat, ¢ for
it says ®He hath hidden these things from the
wisc and prudent, and revealed them unto

, no sin,

babes.! There's y¢, sir, asrich asthe King, and ~

as wisc as & bishop—ye ar'nt sure that it’s God's
word at all; and here's us, as poor as my lamd

Betty, and not muth wiser—we belave every -

word o it, and takes it inta our hearts, and
wmakes it our mate and gur drink.  So, afterall,
begging vour pardon, weisrichernorye. Only

Iast night, when y¢ and yer company was feast- .

ing and singing at the Hall, father said he was
amazed at the grace of God, that made himan+i
ve to differ.  This poor cabin was a little bra-
ven, §ir, vesterday, when some of the poor peo-
ple left the foolish mass, to hear father read
how Jesus came to preach the gospel to the
poor, and to opra heaven to them.”

# Don't you think Dan waould change places
with me, boy, soul and body 77 said the Sqnire,
smiling.

4 What sir! scll heaven where mather and the
baby ig, and give up Clirisi?—Och! no, sir; ve
haven't gold cnough to buy the new heart out
of Dan O’Biaxne, auswered the boy, folding the
Bible to his breast.

# flow can these things be?” exclaimed the
Squire.

# Y¢ mind mc, yer honor, o the ruler o the
Jews, who crept io Jesus like a thafe by night.
I{c too asked; ! How can these things be?
when Jesus told him, * Ye must be born again,'™
gaid Patsy.

# [low ¢an You prave, boy, that a man is born

&gain, at vou cail the chaage you talk about 77 .

asked the Squirc,

4 Jesus didn't ity 1o prove it tothe raler, sir,
nor will ] tove. If yesee aman walking on the
hightar, ve don't bid him siop and prove to
¥ou that hie was cver bara, for ¥e know that hie
was, of he wosldal be there alive,” replied
Patsy. ¥ 8o, when e se¢ ane like father, once
dead in sin, now alive aud walking in the road
to hcaven ye may know he's bora again, with-
out him proving it to y¢, sit.?
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The scoffer’s smile faded from the lip of the
gentleman, as he stoud before this poor child,
who evidently pitied him.--*¢ Pat,” he said “there
was atime whep I wanted this same faith myself.
I bad nothing to ask for here, but T knew I could
not carry my treasure toeternity; sol wanted
som :thing beyond. I asked God for this new
heart, and he didn't hear my prayer as your
father said he would.”

“Uch! sir, bnt ye asked amiss—all from
selfishness!  Ye war rich now, and ye wanted
to be so forever. But ye warn't rich at heart,
because ye had sinned against God; yer soul
didu't cry out to have him glorified, whatever
beeame o' ye!  Likes enough ye went to God
feeling that ye was Squire Phelan,and nomean
man ; and that it was great condescension in
ye to scek his fice, But yé'll niver find the
Lord so, sir,” said the boy.

“ How did you go to him, Pas?” said the
Squire.

“ Meself, isit, sir? Like the poor, miscrable,
sinful child that 1 was. F'm ¢vil altogether, 1
said as ignorant as a Least before thee—ignorant
of all that’s hooly, but wisc cnough in what's
unhooly. I sininten thousand ways, and has
no claim on God's pity. If he send my soul to
hell) [ said, *he’ll do only right; but it is to
heaven I want to go, where Jesus is, and there's
If ye take me, Lord, it must be just as
I am, for 1 can niver make meself & whit
beuter' ™

“ Patsy, my boy,” said the Sqiire, * You talk
like o bishop ; bat you are vnly a poor herd's
boy, after all, and may be mistaken in this mat-
ter; what would vou do then?”

“Qch! sir, tat cannot be: for 1 have the
word of God himself, and that can niver fail,”
replied the boy.

# But you may mistake the meaning of the
word on which you baild your faith, " suggested
the gentleman. .

# Qch ! vour worship, when it 1550 plain how
could auy onc help comprehending it 27 asked
the bay.  “Sure, doesn’t it say just here,” and
Patsr turned the leaves rapidly over until he
found the place he sought—% ¢ A wayfaring
man, though a fool ' (and I'm notso bad as that
set) need not err therein 777

« And haw did vou bring yvour mind to be-
licve this first, boy 77 asked the Squire.

1 Sure, 1 did not bring my mind at all, sir;
1 just vead the words o Jesus, and belaved
them. 1 was lost and hie found me, and bid me
follow him, and se J &id, and that's all I can
tcll about it.”

# And rou frel quite sure you hace & new
keart, do you ? asked the gentleman.

#] feel its not all ‘the same hieart that used
to beat in my bocom, sir. When 1 had theould
heart, sir, 1 hated evervhods as war better off

" par meself.  When I'd be trudging, cold and

huagry, Wiro’ the bog, I'd often swe your illegant
young sans, and the heir o' Sir Robert, mounted
on their fine horses; then the ould heart in me
would spreak out almostalond, | Bad tuck to the
proud young spalpeens ! Why warn't [ bara the
gintleman, and themselves digging ankle-deep
in the bag, or herding the cattle? And oncel
mind mc, § Inoked after them as they dashed
down the hill, wishing the reyal grey would
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1033 your heir, sir, over his head, and bring his
pride down,” added the boy.

“ [ never knew, Patsy, that there was s¢ much
malice in your heart,” exclaimed the Squire.

# Qcli! sir, and its notall cleaned outintirely
yet,” said the boy. ¢ But [ gives it no rest, for
Tll niver shelter an iniiny o Jesus here in
peace,” and the poor boy smote his breast.

“ And how do you feel towards my brave
boys now, Patsy 77 asked the Squire.

#How do I feel now, is it? Ochlsir, bat |
loves the very sound of the hoofs that brings
tham foraint ma. | cries ont, ¢ Lord love the
juwels!  Give they every blessing thou hast to
give below, bat don't b putting them off with
carthly good : give them thy grace now, and
after this a mansion better than the Hall, that
will be eternal in the heavens.! ' Deed sir, 1
love the whole world now, and I'm jast the
happiest Iad in all Kerry. I don’t envy the
young prince nor any hody ¢lse, but mind my
cattle wid a hear{ full of blessed thoughts. And
sir, if yer go to Jesus like the poor needy sinner
ye are, notlike Squire Phelay, he'il take ye, too,
£t his own, and then ye'll kanw what the new
heart is like.—Independant.

THE CEN3US OF CANADA.

The first chapter of the Cersus gives the
totals of population, classifving them accord-
ing o origins. There we learn that the popu-
lation of Tlppcr Canada is 1,396,091, and that
of Lower Canada, 1,111,553, which makes the
total of the United Provinces 2,507,557.

The City of Moatreal figures for 90,323 ; but
this includes only the popualation inside of the
tll-gates.  About 10,000 should Le added for
the villages of St.Jean Baptiste, Hochelaga,and
othier places contiguousto the city limats. Add
to this the rapid increase which has taken place
far the last two years, and remembering again
that the-ceasus was taken before the Trent af-
fair, add again some two or three thousand on
account of the garrison and military adwinis-
tration, and you bhave the certainty that our
matropalitan cits cannatat present numberless
than 10§,770. The census was taken by wards,
with the sigzular exception of * Religious In-
stitations,” which form a separate department
by themselves.  Tais is an arbitrary classifica-
tion which has not found place in refercnce to
~Quebee ot any other city, and is indicative of
the want of systematic instructions from the
Barcau of statistics. Of the 90,323 of Montreal
only 43,500 were French, being less than half.
We had 22,226 natives of Canada, not of Freach
origin, and 14,1373 lrish, 1,293 Enaglish, 3,196
Scotch, and finally 1,479 Americans. Theother
nationalities are recorded in very small figures,
for we had only 433 Germans, and 170 natives
of France. The figure of 45 for colored people
is evidently too small,

Qucebzce had 51,109 ishabitants, of which a
little more than half 23,689, ace French.  The
Irishmen and Englishmezn of Quebec are exactls
half their respective numbers in Moatreal, but
strange (o say the Scotch oaly ond quarter,
there being buatl 792 of them.  There are also
oaly 131 Americansand 114 Germans. Negroes
must be a curiosity in Quehee foronls 2 are re-
corded. Three Rivers exhibits a population of
6,058, all Freach except 639.
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Toronto has a population of 44,821 ; Hamil-
ton, 19,036; Uttawa, 14,669 ; Kingston, 13,753,
and Loudon, 11,533,

The general abstract of origins 1or Lower
Cunada gives §47,320 as French, which isover
75 per cent. of the whole. Therz are 167,378
natives of Canada not Freach, or about 15 per
cent, Amongst those not born of Canada, the
Irish take the lead, their number being 50,192.
After them the other nuntionalities come in the
following order: Americans, 13,641; Scotch,
13,160 ; Euglish, 13,139, It is a remarkable
fact that these three are almost perfectly equal
in Lower Cunada, there being only 481 more
Americ.ns than Scotch, and only 21 wmore
Scoteh thau Eaglish. The Lower Provinces
have 1,221 represcutatives; France 949 ; Ger-
many, 672,

The census of Upper Canada shows 869,592
natives of Canada, inclusive of 33,287 of French
origin. Amongst those not born in Canada
the rish of course, take the lead, being 191,
231 ; the English come next, 114,29Q; then the
Scotch, 93,792. The Americans are numerous,
50,758 ; and the Germans attain the very re-
spectable number of 22,906, The colored peo-
ple are put dowa at 11,223, which is probably
tov low. The Iadians of Upper Canzda aum-
ber 7,841 against 4,876 in Lower Canada.

FACTS FROM THE AMERICAN CENXSUS.

No State has drclined in population. But
Vermont has just saved herself from being put
ou thelosing side, having gained only one-third
of oue per cent. in adecade.  New Hampshice
has increased only two and ahaif per cent. All
the slave S ates have gained morerapidiy than
cither of the New England States ; South Caro-
lina, the slowest of the States having increased
527 per cent and all the other slave States
having inercazed mare rapidly than South Ca-
rolina. Muiae has increased only 7.74 per cent.
Tennessee has gained 10.6S per cent.; Virginia

229 per cent. New York has increased 23.29
per cent. Illinois presents 2 most striking pic-
ture. We quote:—

“[Uinais presents the most wonderful exam-
ple of great, continuous and healthful increase.
In 1539 [Ninois contained 157,445 inhabitants;
in 1649, 375, 182; in 1939, §31, 479; in 1S69,1,
611,951, The gain daring the Iast decade was,
therefore, §49,431, ot 191.05 percent, Solarge
a population, maore than doubling itself in ten
sears, by the regular coarse of settlement and
natural increase is without a paralicl.  The
condition to which Iilinais has attained under
the progress of the last thirty years, is 2 monu-
ment of the blessings of industry, enterprise,
peace, and free institutions.”

The following, from the introductory chapter,
is a valuable 2ad interesting condensation of
great facts :—

“ Looking cursorily over the returns it ap-
peass that fificen slavcholding States contain
12,240,000 inhabitants, of whom §,039,900 are
whitrs, 251,900 free coloured persons,and 3,950,
000 are slaves.  The actual gain of the whole
population in those States, from 1550 0 1860,
was 2,427,000 cqual to 29.33 per cent. The
slaves advanced in numbers 749,931, or 23.44
per ceat. This does not include the slaves
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of the District of Columbia, who decreased
502 in the coursg of the ten years. By a
law of April 16, 1862, slavery has been
sbolished in the District of Culumbia, the
owners of slaves haviag been compensated out
of the public treasury. The ninetecn free States
and seven territories, together with the Federal
District, contained, according to the 8thcensus,
19,203,008 persons, of whom 18,939,771 were
white, 237,283 free coloured,41,725 civilized In-
dians. The ingrease of both classes was 5,630,-
101, or 41.24 per cent. No more satisfactory
indication of the advancing prosperity of the
country could be desired than this general and
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remarkable progress in population. North and
South we find instances of unprecedented gains
as, in the case of Illinois, just adverted to. In
the Suuthwest, the great State of Missouri has
increased by the number of 500,000 inhabitants,
which is within a fraction of 74 per cent. It is
due to candour to state that the marked dispro-
portion between the rate of gain in North and
South, respectirely, is manifestly to some extent
caused by the larger number of immigrants who
settle in the former section on account of con-
geniality of climate, the variety of occupation,
the dignity wherewith respectable employment
is invested, and the freedom of labour.”

Subbatly Headings.

THE WISE MEN'S VISIT.*
Matthew II,

There are several points in the story
which have occasioned difficulty ; bat dif-
ficulties are found not so much in what the
narrative supplies as in what it omits.
What, it is asked, is meant by the term
wise men? Some will have it that they
were kings, but others that they were as-
trologers—men who studied the heavens,
"and strove to read destiny in the stars.
Simon Magus is said in Acts to have de-
ceived the Samaritans with the delusions
of the wisec men; and Elymas the sorcerer
is equivalent to Elymas the wise man. The
term implies 2 wide and generai study of
nature, but without necessarily implying
that this study was turned either to gain-
ful or dishonest purposes.

They came from the East. This term
is certainly very vague, and may indicate
Arabia or Persia. The fruits which they
brought with them are such as we wounld
rather expect from Arabia.  This practice
of bringing fruits as a present fit for a
king is very ancient, and cannot fail to
remind you of Joseph and his brethren.
So it is said when Sheba’s queen came to
prove Solomon with hard questions, she
camge to Jerusalem with a very great train,
with camels that bare spices.  So much
did sho bring, that there came no more
such abundance of spices as those which
the Queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

There is cousiderable doubt as to the
appearance of the thing called star—
whether it was a real star, or a comct, or,
which scems much more likely, some me-
teor ovethend, aud at no great distance
from the carth. But how dild they kiow
the meaning of the star? Was it that
they had heard the common rumours of

* By the Iate Rov. James Stnart.  See page 93.
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the time that the Messiah was about to
appear, and concluded that this light in
the heavens must be the sign of his having
come?  If it had been the mere seeing ot
the star we can hardly fancy men, sane
men, sctting out on a long tedious journey
on some vague supposition, Their direct
and pointed inquiry, “ Where is be that is
born Kingof the Jews #” scems to indicate
more knowledge about the event than
could be gathered from any star that shines
in heaven. They do not ask uncertainly
if any one has heard avy tidings about the
areat Prince. They state a clear and de-
finite errand like men on business who
knew what they were about. We must
suppose they knew more about the Messiah
than coulid be learned from any floating
rumour. However it may be. we must ac-
cept the facts as they state them, for, al-
though the inquiry must be interesting to
every thoughtful mind, it is in vain to seek
firn and assured truth beyond ,what is
written. We may fill up the narrative
with guesses and speculations, and have
our own opinion on the matter, but we
have nothing certain to rest upon, and
nothing assuredly true to thrust upon
others.

Iv may be asked, why they went to Je-
rusalem  at ficst instead of procecding
straight to Bethlchem. The star which
appeared to them in the East seems to have
deserted them.  For after leaving Jerasa-
lem they sce :t again, and rejoice with ex-
ceeding great joy. They seem to have
received no definite information, but being
warned by the star that the Messinh was
born, they sct out immediately for Judea.
And of all places in Judea they would
surcly expect to find the new-born King at
Jerusalem.  So to the capital they bend
their steps.  We can fancy them entering
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the gates, aged men and venerable, clad
in the garments of a distant land, and
Learing the marks of a long journey by
desert paths. Their tongue and mauners
are strange, and their advance is hesitating
as not knowing whither to go, or whom
to ask concerning him that was burn King
of the Jews. We may suppose that their
pious errand betrayed itself in their coun-
tonances,as a man'’s business shines through
his habits and language. And the Jews
gather round them to learn the reason of
their appearance in the streets of Jerusa-
lem, hat various emotions stir the
hearts of the Jews as they learn the
nature of their inquiries. This man is
full of foar lest their words come to
Herod's ear, and there be a slaughter of
the people, and the Messiah be cut off.
This other, of a patriotic bearing, rejoices
to.hear the news, and gees away to talk
ovér with his friends the glorious prospect
of their country. The pious man who is
waiting for the consolation of Israel is en-,
livened by the hepe that his eyes shall see
the days of the Son of Man; while the iz-
norant and incredulous and worldly mock
at them as if possessed of some strange in-
fatuation. The peaceable are alarmed lest
the country shall again be plunged into all
the horrors of a civil war, and lest the fury
of rival princes lay waste the land ; while
the turbulent rejoice in the prospect of a
violent turmoil, and the overthrow of pub-
lic order. The young are filled With vi-
sions of far-spread conquests and unhear.d
£ honours for themselves and their ¢ untry;
the azed are sorry that they have beenborn
hafore the ailvent of the gloris time.
Werol, jealous by unature beyound the jeal-
ousy of kings, and afraid lest his s-arcely
sonsolidated pawer should be overthrown,
‘est his rebellious subjects should rise up
and shake off his hatel despotism, trem-
hlel at the news.  And all Jerusalem,
knowing how unscrupulous the sovercign
was, beheld the stre:ts stained with blood,
and the prisons filled with its inhabiants,
and was troublel with him.  What a wou-
derful excitement is cansed by the appear-
ance of the strangers and their ingairies !
But how shall we measure the astonish-
nment of the wise men at the conluct of
the Jews? Onc object filled their mind.
They had undertaken a long an 1 expensive
journcy that they might sec the King.
They had left home, put themselves to no
small inconvenience, and even run many
risks and great dangers for a sight of the
Messiab.  Nor were they brought by mere
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curiosity. Heaven seut them to sce this
great thing. Yet when they came to Jeru-
salem, the capital, they saw no appearance
of universal joy, and looked in vain for the
signs that the Messiah was born. They
would not have wondered had every Jew
divined their errand, and asked them if
they had come to see the great Primce
who had been born among them. They
would not have been surprised had they
found Jerusalem in hohday attire and
heard the shouts of joy—the Saviour has
come! the Saviour has come! But they
could not fail to have been astonished and
disappointed to find no sign of the Saviour.,
As they entered the town and saw every
man intent on business, with care on his
brow and the world at the heart, and missed
the interest and excitement so great an
event was likely to create,a doubt must have
stolen into their faithful sou's whether they
were not labouring under some delusion,
whether after all they had not set outon a
fruitless errand. Could they believe that
the King of the Jews had been born and
that the world went quietly on i:s way and
refused to take the slightest notice of his
coming ?

And yet, my brethren, is not the same
thing seen in our own every-day exper-
ience?  The world still wonders at the
devoted Christian, and the Christian still
stands in sad wonder at the world. Wlen
we hear a mar tuking of things spiri-
tual for the pleasure of such talk, and pre-
ferring these matters as the subject of con-
versation, do we not feel a little surprise
ani judge it somewhat of a stran ze thing ?
When we sce a man whose whole soul is
devated to Christ, who seams to have one
objetin lifeand but one—the advancement
of Clirist’s Kin rdom in his own heart and
in the hearts of others—who speaks as na-
turally and easily upon things divine as
mo-t of us do and love to do upon all
ather topics under the sun, such a character
1s uot so very plent.ful anong us asto pass
without remark. Even the concern of a soul
anxionsly demanding, * Where ishe that
is born Kinr of the Jews?” the thorough
carnestuess of a profoaad counviction of sin,
the awaking from worldliness to the fear-
ful realities of eternity, the stea ly, unde-
viating pursuit of Christ as a Savioar, and
the obstinate refusal to rest the hope of
salvation upon any other—these sights are
not so very often scen as to raise nofechng
of wonder in our hearts.  Still the forsak-
ing of home and its pleasures, the breakmng
off from the world and its cnjoyments, the

-~
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dedicatiun of a life to the Saviour without
an interested thought are strange to us
as the visit of the wise men of the East to
the Jews. Noris it merely astonishment
that such zeal for Christ raises in theheait.
Their zeal reproaches our iudifference.
Their love and one-heartedness shame our
earthliness,  Their resolute inquiry, their
indefatig.ble pursuit, their indomitable
perseverance stir our hearts against us for
our listlessness and nc rrlnrcmc Herod was
troubled at the auxious enquiries of the
zealous pilgrims, and all Jerusalem with
him, Lll\cmse there is raised a lhorough
conviction of sin and a strong realization of
its hatefulness in the sight of GoJ, when-
evep we begin to seck an\xoual) and earn-
estly for salvation. At times it would
seem as if the whole soul were stiired
with strong emotivns, and all peace and
tranqmlllty fled. Then comes the breath
from the Lurd as thestcrm comes upon the
ship, and drives lier Leyoud the power of
captain: or helmsman right before it.  There
comes the breath from the Lord, and drives
the soul frem calm repose in sin and even
from a headlong course to ruin, and sweeps
it on to a safe habour in Christ. s of old
at the name of the Messial there was troun-
ble in Jerusalem, so at the som.d of the
Gospel trumpet there is an arousing from
inditference at the mention of Chiist and
of the salvation which he dicd to purchase,
there is trouble in the siuner’s soul, a trou-
ble which Christ alune can assuage.
But if the single-hearted devotion of a
ious man exciic <omc little wonder in the
world, with what surprise must the Chris-
tian gnze upon the spectacle of a world
l)mg in wickedness? To the man of the
world the sairt seems an anomaly, qmte
out «f his clemant onthe carth, a le mtunatu
subject for wonder. But to God and ange's
there must surcly appesr scmething more

e e e

worthy of surprire in the conduct of the |
man, who carcs and cares only for 2 portion

here below, ror sceks an interest in things
above. Fany an angel \vudmvr the effect
of the proclamation of sal vation. upon the
sinner.
impenitent, and Las scen saints and mar-
tyrs aroun. lthe throne of Gud, with palms
in theiv hauds and singin ¢ lho praises of
the Lamb.  1le knows how hatdful sin i3
in the cyes of the Loly Gud and Judge of
all the carth. e Krows what treasures
of infinite love have Leen expended for the

sinter’s ransem, how heaven wasansacked:

for a surcty worthy to answer the demands
of infinite justice.  lle looks with cwious

He ki ons the fearful fate of the |

|
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interest to sce the effects of gospel tidings,
Ho fastens upon one who seems to listen
with wrapt attention. [Ic looks that he
should see a soul stirred, the bitter tears
of a heart’s repeutance flow, the glow of
warmest affection to the Heavenly Father
kindled. Instead of the sorrow of contri-
tion for sin, he maiksthe chagr i of disap-
pointment because the preacher has failed
to make the message interesting; or in-
stead of a godly enthusiasm he marks ouly
a hearty admiration ofthe cloquent sermen.
No thought thatthe message is to him, and
that its unp(,rt, is of eternal intercst to his
soul. Surely such a spectacle must seem
strange in the ¢yes of a heavenly visitor. We
could believe the story of such a scene, if
recited to those who never witnessed it,
would be received with incredulity. Who
could believe that the tidings,Christ is born,
the Saviour has come, would be no oald
news to the sinner, that heaven w ould be
viewed with a calm indiﬁl.rmu.c,and that the
Woild would jog quictly on its way though
Gud proclaims Salvation through Lim that
is born King of the Jews, Y«s scarch the
wide world over and you will find no spee-
tacle more sad than is to be seen in every
Christian congregation in our most Chris-
tian land—a soul inditferent to its eternal
welfare or misery.  Oh, if we could see
ourselves us heaven seus us, if we could but
lovk on our present conduct as we shall
reflect on it when time with us shall be no
more, and the things of time shall have no
interest for us, surely the veproach of sloth
and indifference should no longer rest
upor us!  We would juin the wise men of
the East in the devout inguiry, Where is
he that is Lorn King of the Jews, for we
have seen hisstarin the East, and are come
to worship? If any one remains hardened
in sin, and will a0t sabmit himsclf nor
dedicate his life with unfeigned lovalty to
im, who is daily by our Bibles and
weekly in our eharches proclaimed the

. Prince of Peace, tiic King of Salvation,

surely the journey of the wise men shall
rise up in Judzrmcnt and condtmn him,
inasmuch as they believed the sizn of tlu,
star, but he would not believe thuu-rlx the
Sun of Righteousness aruse upon him—
imasmuch as they persevergd amd would
not desist from the search for a Saviour
though they had to travel pathless deserts
duruvr du:.m' nights, still following in the
track of the «hr, \\lulc he refuses to seek
Jesusthongh living in Jerusalom, «and with
the broad lml.t of day shining fall and
‘clear arourd him.
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THE SCOTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION,

14 ST. ANDREW SQUARE, EDINBURGIL.
AND 59 ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET, MONTREAL.

AccUMULATED FUND $4,800,000. ANNUALINCOME $830,000

Divertors,
JOHN GREENSHIELDS, ESQ., Merchant. | WM. WORKMAN, ESQ., President City Bank,

SIMPSON & BETHUNE, AGENTS.

THE ADVANTAGES which this Society offers to good lives are—a greatly larger original
Assurance for the same Premium, and eventuully as large additions as where the ordinary
high rate of Premium is charged.

For the same yearly sum, as large an Assurance may generally be secured from the first as
can be looked for elsewhere after many years' accumulation of Bonuses. Thus, a Policy for
£1200 or £1250 may be had for the Premium usually charged to Assure £1000 only. .

In addition to this immediate advantage, the WHOLE PROFITS are secured to the Policy-
holders themselves, and are divided on a system peculiarly favourable to good lives.

Policies originally for £1000, which have shared at the two Septennial Divisions, have thus
already been increased to £1300, £1500, and in some instances to £1780.
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FOR ASSURANCE OF £100 AT DEATH.
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SIMPSON & BETHUNE, MONTREAL, Gnmn%‘
FIRE INSURANCES

EFFECTED ON EVERY DESCRIPTION OF PRO

LIFE ASSURA
Granted cither with or without profits, at moderate r
WHOLE TERM OF LIFE, or SHORT PERIODS, P
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ALEXANDER WALKER,
IMPORTER OF STAPLE AND FANCY LRY GOODS,

ST. ANDREW’S BUILDINGS, ST. PETER STREET,
MONTREAL.

KINGAN & KINLOCH,
GENERAL WHOLESALE GROCERS,

CORNER OF ST. PETER AND ST. SACRAMENT STS,,
MONTREAL.

S. GREENSHIELDS, SON & CO.,
DRY GOODS,

WHOLESALE,
Nos. 33 & 35 ST. SACRAMENT STREET,
. MONTREAL.
Shirtings, Broadcloths, ; Gloves and Hosiery, | Lace Goods, *
Printed Calicoes. Overcoatings, Ladies’ Felt Hats, Artificial Flowers,
Blankets and Flannels, | Canada Tweeds, Ladies’ Mantles, Ribbons & Trimmings,
Dress Stuffs, Bags and Bagging, Shawls, Men’s Caps,
Doeskins, Irish Linens, Silks, Small Wares, &c.

" BOARD AND EDUCATION.

CHATHAM, C. E.

THE REV. JAMES BLACK, M.A., will be happy to receive as pupils a few young gentlemen,
who will board with the family, and will be carefully trained in all the branches of a liberal

education. Special attention will be given to their preparation either for the University or for

commercial life. Any information that may be required will be submitted on application.

BOARD AND EDUCATION.

- Burnside House, Mc Gill College Avenue,
MONTREAL.

rl\HE MISSES (Neil) McINTOSH beg to inform their friends that they are prepared to receive
a few additional Boarders, to whom a liberal education will be imparted. L
As Burnside House is situated in one of the healthiest parts of Montreal, and as the Misses

MeclIntosh devote their whole time and attention to the instruction and comfort of their Boarders,

and are assisted by an effivient staff of Teachers, for the different Branches, they have every

confidence in bringingg lishment under the notice of parents and guardians,
References kindly p 1—

gv. DR. Maraisox, Montreal.
gv. DR, WiLkEs, oo

. W. M. Inguis, M.A, Kingston.
K H. Hovrox, Montreal,

pyionris, Esq., MP.P, «
.M, Tavior, Esq. 1 .
Will.siron, D.D., Principal of Queen’s College, Kingston.

7 As to the parentg of the children &8 present under their charge, whose names; along with

all other necessary information will be’submitted on application.
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SAVAGE & LYMAN,

CATHEDRAL BLOCK,NOTRE DAME STREET, MO\’TREAL

Have alwa)s on hand an assortment of

OF SUPERIOR QUALITY, WARRANTED GOOD TIME KEEPERS;

gy R

SUWELLERY

OF THE NEWEST DESIGN, AND IN. GREAT VARIETY;
SILVER TEA AND COFFEE SETS,
JUGS, GOBLETS, OUPS, BALVERS, SPOOXNS, FORKS, LADLES, &c.;
ELECTRO-PLATED TEA AND COFFEE SETS, SPOONS, FORKS, &c.
ALS0,

COMMUNION SETS, in Electro-ptate and B itannin Metal; TABLE & POCKET CUTLERY,
by the best nnkers PAPIER MACHE WARE, in I‘lblcs, Work Boxes, Desks, &ec.;
OPERA AND FIELD GLASSES, IFLTSLOPES anl SPECTACLES; BAROMCTERS
THERMOME L‘ERS MARBLE and other CLOCKS;

I‘ANb, PURSES, LEATHER TR AVELLING B AGS, and a great \me’$ of articles too
numerous to me nuon

ROBERT MILLER,

(LATE R. & A, MILLER))

SCHOOL-BOOK PUBLISHER, WHOLESALE STATIONER,

AXD IMPORTER OF

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN PAPER HANGINGS AND WINDOW SHADES,
BOOKBINDER AND BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURER.

Ab h‘(T F OR

LOVELL’S SUPERIOR SCHOOL BOOKS,

Now almost universally used throughout Canada;

D. P. SQUIER & €O,

Manufacturers of Straw boards; Straw, Manilla, and all kinds of Wrappmg Papers;
Dennsylvanin States, .

WALKDEN & WATERS
Superior Office and Ruhng Inks. ‘

T3~ TERMS REGULATED BY THE AMOWNT BOUGHT. .2

60 ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREE

MONTREAL. €
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, DAWSON BROTHERS,
BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,

No. 22 GREAT ST. JAMES STREET,
MONTREAL.

N

The Second Edition of the Pre-historic Annals ofScotland, by Daniel Wilson, LL.D., 2 vols. $9.
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Genesis, by Prof. Murphy of Belfast, $3.
Kurtz Sacrificial Worship of the O1d Testament, $1.75. :
Principal Cunningham's Reformers and Theology of the Reformation, $3.
Ullmann’s Reformers before the Reformation, 2 vols. $3.50.
Hengstenberg on the Psalms, 3 vols. 8vo. $5.25.
Charterig’ Life of Professor Robertson, $3.25.
Page’s Philogophy of Geology, $1.00. ’
Graves' Daniel's Great Period Discovered, $1.00

¢ Terminal Synchronism of Daniel, $0.50.

% Apostolical Succession Overthrown, $0.75

THE FOLLOWING

VALUABLE COMMENTARIES,
Edited by Mr. SugrMaAN in sets at $10, or singty at $3 & volume :
1. Commentary on the Second Epistle of Peter, by Tmomas Apaus.
2. Commentary on Hosea, by Burroueas, Harr, and RevNoLps.
3, gCQmmenta.ry on the Epistle of Jude, by Jarxyy; and

Commentary on the Epistles to the Philippians and Colossians, by Jeax Daurt.
4. Commentary on Ezekiel, by WiLtiax GREENHILL

THIRD YEAR NOW COMMENCING.

NICHOL'S SERIES OF STANDARD DIVINES,
PURITAN PERIOD,

This Series is edited with great care, and will be strictly limited to Subseribers, to whom Six

_Volumes, Demy octavo, durably bound, and averaging from 500 to 600 pages each, will be deli-
‘Wered for an Annual Payment, in advance, of $6.50. The Subscription List will remain open at

6.50 till further notice.

The entire series will extend to Sixty Volumes. The works now costing upwards of £60 in
England, will be supplied for $65. :

The First Year's Issue consists of Goobwin 3 vols.; Apans, 3 vols.
“ Second “ S SipRs, 3 “  GoopwiN, 3 ¢
-« Third 4 will consist of “ 3 z 3.4
: i 1 %  CaamNoox, 2 ¥
i 13 { ?
Fourth ’ ) g GoopwiN 3
¢ Fifth “ “ " Cmarnock,3 “ Goopwix, 3
The Worka of

MANTON, GOODWIN, SIBBES, AND BROOKS

Have never been published in uniform editions; and of the works of the two latter, no
complete collection exists in any public library of the kingdom, and probably in no private
library is a full set of either to be found.

AGENTS por Canapa: DAWSON, BROS., MoNTREAL.
SUBSCRIBRRS SUPPLIED BY ALL BOOKSELLERS.
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JUST PUBLISHED:

THE REPORT OF THETOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA,
From its commencement up to 1863. One vol. Royal 8vo. pp. 1011.
ILLUSTRATED WITH 483 W00D ENGRAVINGS,
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