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This issue of the RECORD is very rich in A NEW YEAR.
the early history of our Church, from New The New Year is a fact to all. The

Glasgow to New Westminster. The arti-
cles on the pioneers, MacGregor of N.S.,
McDowall of Ontario, Black of Manitoba,
and Jamieson of British Columbia, tell of
church planting in English-speaking pro-
vinces from sea o sea ; while Prof. Camp-
bell’s History of French Protestantism
gives pictures of Quebec’s early days
dreamed by few, arnd calls us to the work
of winning back by the Gospel our logb
heritage.

Thanks to the fellow-workers, who have
kindly helped the RECORD by its distribu-
tion. We think the X ECORD will be bettexr
this year than ever before. Will you not
make the circulation larger ?

Young Peoples’ Societies of every.kind,
in our Church, should have the Booklets
and Topic cards published by the RECORD,
Where there are no such societies, congre-
gations or individuals would do a good
work by ordering a parcel and distribut-
ing them. They cost very little and will
do much to promote Bible study among
the young: Sce advertisement on inside
back cover. Send for samples.

Try our own S. S. Lesson Helps for 1898.
Try them for a year and not merely for
three months. A fulllist is given on the
insideback page of this issue. Please note
also what is there said as to the ordering
of other Lesson Helps.

“happy ”’ is of choice. It depends not
upon the circumstances or surroundings
of self, but upon ¢ self?? itself; not upon
what self has, or where it is, but upon
whabitis. To one at peace with self and
with God,where the inner being, the mind,
heart, conscience, will, hopes, aims, are in
harmony among themselves, and in har-
mony with God’s mind and will; to one
pardoned by Him, reconciled to Him,
‘trusting in Him, there must be happiness
under all circumstances; and in propor-
tion as these things obtain, will be the
*“happy? New Year which the RECORD
wishes to all its readers,

The Westminister celebrations have
come and gone. Two hundred and fifty
years ago, a company, chiefly ministers of
the church of England, met in London, at
the call ofthe British Parliament,to draw
up a form of worship and asummary of
Bible teaching for the use of the people,

A few Scottish ministers were asked to
aid {them, though not to vote. The work
was finished. Partofit was the Confession
of Faith and the Catechisms, Larger and
Shorter, Parliament approved. The
Church of England, however, mnever
adopted these, while the Church of Scot-
land did; and thus to-day, the West-
minister Standards, excepting one or two
clauses, such as that relating to the power
of the civilmagistrate, are those of the

Presbyterian Churches of the world.
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Anniversary celebrations, have been
held, during the early days of Docem-
ber; in all the leading centres of the Dom-
inion; Not much has beenr said of these
gatherings. 'They have been characteristic
of Presbyterianism, quiet, thoughtful
thorough., There has been little froth but
& greab deal of guod, solid, mental and
spiritual food dispensed, and attractively
served as well.

Much good has been done. Many are
more intelligent and loyal Presbyteriaus,
on account of what they have heard, for
the more intelligent in what isgood are the
most loyal to it. The principles und doc-
trines of our Church bear examination,
and the more they are studied in the light
of reagson and Scripture, the more do they
commend themselves.

In this direction great good mus$ result
from a work in which the RECORD is privi-
leged to bear a part, the monthly articles
for Young Peoples Societies, by writers in
all parts of our Church. In proportion as
these are read and studied will the Presby-
terian Church in Canada grow more intelli- ‘
gent, more loyal, and more helpful in the
work of Christ.

———

Onse greatb question that is likely soou to
be suomitted to the people of Canada, is
whether they wish the manufacture and
sale of strong drink to be among the lawful
trades of the country.

The first point for men and women who
wish to do right, is,—Is the traffic, viewed
from every standpoint, in all its associa-
tiuns, effects, and results, right or wrong,
good or evil, helpful or hurtfal, to man, in
his purse, his body, his character? Isit
giorifying to God, or the opposite ?

It right, helpful to man, honoring to God,
then the way is clear. Authorize it. Be-
come sharers in this way of doing good.
Do not oppose the right by forbidding it.

If on the whole it be evil, hurtfal to
man, iR person, purse, prospects, charac-
ter; hurtfal to his family, to the commun-
ity, to prosperity, health, morals, religion,
the duty of every man whose supreme
desire is to be ruled by right, is equslly
clear. He canhave no part orlot in it by
permitting it to be authorized, without
being & sharer inits evil.

No man can avoid his responsibility. If
he stay at home and do not vote, he is de-
clining to take a partinthe good, ifit be
good ; and if it be evil he i8 sanctioning it
by his silence. Pilate washed his hands
and said he had no part, but he could not
in that way get rid of his responsiblility.

This first question decided, all others.
follow. If it be right to establish the
traffic it is right. If wrong, then any other
proposals, permitting its longer continun-
ance, are simply repetitions, of ¢“Let us
do evil thatgood may come.”

Commercial honesty cannot be expected
in the business world when the opposite
80 cften obtains under the garb of religion.

-A painful fact has paraded for someweeks,

linked with holy things. A Bible, stamp-
ed ** American Bible Union,’”? who stamped
it we do not pretend tv say, has been
offered as a premium by many religious
newspapers. One lies before us, the organ
of Faith Missions, on one page exhortations
of holier height than most; on another,
glowing offers of a ¢ splendid illuminated
fifteen dollar bible, silk sewed, bound in
Turkey, Levant,” etc., etc., as & premium
with the paper, for $3.75, onefourth the “re-
gular ? price. Some papershave no doubt
offered it ignorantly, others thoughtlessly,
but the wrong is there 2all thesame, and
peopls are deceived.

It might be known that even costly bibles
cannot be sold for less than cost anda
iiving margin of profit. Most people, how-
ever, do not stop to think but grasp at the
tempting offer of much forlittle, especially
ifit comes to them in angel guise.

The Bibles look well atfirst glance. Their
making, by the hundred thousand, might
cost from one %o two dollars, and a good
sellicg profit berealized at$3.00. The print
is clear; the pictures interesting; the
binding, a shoddy leather, stamped to
resemble morocco ; but the blessing that
can accompany such wholesale misrepre-
sentation does not come from above. Far
moro evil will result from such lowering
of the tone of commercial honesty, than
all the good dono by the Bibles. If our
own church and country are to prosper, it
must benot merely by preaching, praying,
and mission work, but also by the practice
of righteousness.
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Our Home Wiork.

That ours should be a good, as well as
goodly land, is the wish of every true man
and woman, and mest of the members of
Presbyterian Church in Canada are such.

But wishing will not make it so. That
end will only be attained in proportion as
each one promotes good in heart and life,
in the community,and in the country.

With the latter the Home Mission Work
of our church has to do. Ezxperience has
shown that in no country or community
can good advance, or even hold its own,
without the preaching of the Gospel and
the public worship of God. New seftle-
ments in our own land where these have
been neglected have gone far back.

Not only do such places suffer in them-
selves from evils of all sorts; but they
affect in some measure the whole country.
Young people reared in such surroundings
carry theirtastes and habits to other places
and affect life there, while those from
other places moving into such settlements
soon sink to theirlevel. ¢ Ifone member
suifer, all the members suffer with it.”?

The aim of the Home Mission Com-
mittees of our church, Eastand West, isto
have no settlement in our land from C. B.
to B. C.without the Gospel. In proportion
as each man, woman, and child, gives help,
in that proportion will that great work
be carried on, and our goodly land be
established in righteousness.

Assembly recommends the third Sabbath
of January for the Augmentation collection
where not otherwise provided for. Com-
ing so soon after the drain of the changing
year, the supply may seem small; but
heaven never ceases bestowing its good
upon us, and we should ever embrace the
privilege of following heaven’s example by
blessing others when opportunity offers.
Those who set apart the tenth as God’s, do
not find that tenth interfered with by Xmas.

The third Sabbath of December, the day
appointed by Assembly for the eollection
for Manitoba College, is past, bub the
need and opportunity have not passed;
and late comers will receive a cordial wel-
come. The value ofthis institution as a
¢entre of Home Mission Work for the
largest fourth of our continent, is very
great.

The Mission to Lumbermen, West, hast
added a new department, work amongst
seamen, and are seeking thusto uplift the
great inland traffic of the Dominion. At
verylittle costit does a great deal of work.
Rev. M. H. Scott, of Hull, is Jonvener and
Treasurer.

<>

AUGMENTATION, WEST.
REMINDERS.
Gocd for East and West.

Y.P. (. £. Societies.—Has your society
acted on the suggestion about an * Aug-
mentation night" discussion and collec-
tion. (See article in Uct. RECORD.)

Couldn't just then, perhaps! But, can-
not this be arranged for some meeting
before the end of March? Do you know
that you can reach g helping hand to
young men, even as far as the Klondike,
by this means? Think overit.

Sabbath Schools.—Ministers and super-
intendents are asked to set the date for
¢ Augmentation Sabbath.” The childrens’
cents helped so much last year that we
have greater expectations for this year.
Only, you must name the day for bringing
the cents in.

Congregations.—What is the programme
for missions in January? Allocation of
contributions with many of you; prepar-
ing for annual collection for Augmentation
Fund on the third Sabbath of the month.
A good time, therefore, to read over again
the leaflet published in December RECORD,
or to scatter copies of it through the com-
gregation. Thege points are worth re-
membering.

1. The General Asgsembly and the Synods
say that $5,000 more than last year’s, or at
least $28,000 should be provided if the
work ig to be efficiently carried on. No
amount was ever more definitely pledged.

2. Trusting the Church, the Committee
have added congregations, especially in
the North West, increasing their liability
by nearly $3,060. Other applications were
deferred till spring, as the Committes un-
derstood that they must move as the
Church moves with them, but the urgent
cases could not be deferred.

3. Almost every dollarof advance repre-
sents a release of Home Mission Funds of
similar amount, to be used in the pressing
and rapidly developing work in the * far
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‘Wast.” There are two ways of furthering
the work out there. You may send means
direct for the opening ofa new fleld. Or
you may use the same money for promoting
a settlement in some well advanced Home
Mission fleld, and, at once, Home Mission
funds are released for opening the new
fleld. It is a queation of raethods, and you
have your choice.

4. Don’t forget that the law under which
the fund is administered demands the
balancing of receipts and expenditures.
We are not allowed to have deficits. If
the Church fails to respond then we must
make a pro rate deduction from the grants
of the 140 ministers in augmenrted charges.
Fancy the Presbyterian families savingb
cents apiece and taking 20 or 25 dollars
apiece out of those ministers!

6. This year, of course, no congregation
will give less, but the question is practic-
ally this: will each congregation endea-
vor to give at least five dollars more 2

May we not hope that even our weak
charges, if appealed to, will reach that
further sum or something nearit ; and that
the stronger congregations will do gener-
ous things, and bring the average far be-
vond the amoun! mentioned.

R. CAMPBELL,
Coanvener.

Renfrew, Dec. 10th, 1897,

—_——— P

MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS?
FUOND.

Mr. Thos. Kirkland, Convener of the
Committee, Western Section, writes as
follows :—

The gtate ofthe Fund at the present time
is such as to call for special liberality cn
the part of all the congregsations of the
Church. Owing to the depreciation in the
value of property, on which investments
hadin former years been made, losses have
been sustained. In consequence of these,
together with the reduced rate of interest,
there has been a shrihkage in revenue of
nearly $2.000 per annum.

On the other hand, the number of
amuitants has, of recent years, been
largely increased. The Assembly of last
year empowered the Committeato reduce,
if necessary, the annuities paid to widows
and orphans, so asto equalize therevenue
and expenditure every year.

|

The Committee are exceeding:, anxious
that the annuities should be retained at
their present rate, as they are already too
small. They, however, can only disburse
the money which the Church puts into
their hands, and unless the contributions
received from congregations are greatly
in excess of preceding years, they will
have no alternative but reduce theanui-
ties.

The amount asked from congregations
this year is $10,600. This in itselfisa com-
parstively small sum, and yet, when itis
remembered that it is fully seventy per
cent. ir excess of theamount received from
congregations last year, it will be seen
thatan effort will be necessary to secure
the amount required.

The Committee notice, with regret, that
a large number of congregations for
several years past, have failed to contri-
bute to the Fund. They believe that this
is owing to a misapprehension regarding
its need, and they earnestly trust that the
knowledge of the facts will lead every
minister and session to give their congre-
gation an oprortunity to contribute on
behalf of the Scheme.

In the end of August 'ast a circular was
addressed to all the ministers of the Church
stating the conditions on which widows
and orphans were entitled to benefit from
the Fund. Accompanying this circular
was g slip, which- every minister was re-
quested to fill up and return to the Rev.
Dr, Warden, Agent of the Church. Those
who have not yet done sv are asked to
attend to the matter at once, whether con-
nected with the Fund or not, and thus aid
the Committee in its work. New books
are being opened, and itis of the utmost
importance that the account of every
minister be verified.

Special attention is called to the regula-
tions adopted by last Assembly, which are
to be tound on pages 243 and 244, Appendix
to the Minutes. The period within which
ministers who have been settled for four
years can unite with the Fund, expires on
Jan. 1st, 1898. Those who have fallen
behind in their annual rates, can renew
connection with the Fand prior to the
same date.

Ministers personal rates are payable
annually inadvance on the 1st November
promptly, for the year then beginning.
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HISTORY OF FRENCH CANADIAN
PROTESTANTISM.

BY JOHN CAMPBELL, LL.D.
Professor in the Presbyterian College, Montreal,

Prostestant writers on the history of the
church date the period of Deformation, as
opposed to Reformation, from 1540, when
the order of Jesuits was founded. During
succeeding centuries, vast numbers of
Protestants in Poland, Hungary, Tran-
sylvania, Bohemia, Moravia, Southern
Germany, the Low Countries, France, Italy
and Spain, were, through the machina-
tions of this order, put to death orcom-
pelled to apostatize.

Canada also shared in the horrorsofthe
Deformation. To such an extent was the
history of New France in the hands of the
authors of the Relations des Jesunites and
their friends, that it is only by the merest
accident one can discover the truth as to
the original state of religion in the colony.
French Canadian writers ignore or belittle
the primitive Protestant element, and
persons in our midst, of British parentage,
who have little sympathy with French
Canadian evangelization, look upon the
Province of Quebec as from tbe beginning
part of the inalienable esfates of the
church of Rome. Fortunately there is
ample ground for a strong appseal against
such a decision.

PROTESTANTS WERE FIRST,

Jacques Cartier and Samuel Champlain
were Catholics, and the latter a very zeal-
ous one, But, in the last year ofthe six-
teenth century, the first real founder ofa
colony in New France was the naval
officer Chauvin, or Calvin, of Rouen, a
Huguenos, whose unforturate settlers at
Tadousac were, some of them at least, of
the same creed.

The expedition of De Monts in 1604 was
composed very largely of Huguenots, and
although Henry IV. commanded him to
make Catholics of the Indians, the utmost
freedom of worship was allowed his set-
tlers, first at Port Royal and afterwards at
Quebec. In his vessels there were Hugue-
not pastors and Catholic priests, whose
discussions Champlain relates with evident
Romanist bias; but neither seem to have
settled in the colony, for it is recorded
that no priests were resident in Canada

before 1615, when Champlain brought out
four Recollets, The Huguenot pastors
were not encouraged to stay in & public
capacity, yet religious services were cer-
tainly held and the sacraments adminis-
tered, according to the order of the
Refarmed church, which leads to the
belief that ordained men were found in
private life.
COMING OF THE FIRST PRIESTS.

A contest speedily began between the
two creeds, owing to the desire of Madame
de Guercheville tosend two Jesuit Fathers,
Biard and Masse, to convert the Indians of
Acadia. DuChesne and Du Jardin, Hugue-
not; merchants of Dieppe, who had a lien
on the vessel chartered forthis expedi-
tion in 1610, refused to allowit to sail unless
the Jesuits were excluded, whereupon the
devout Mazchioness raised the amount of
the bond at court, and the vessel sailed.
Thus these two Jesuit Fathers were the
first priests to settle in New France, and
gave tone to the whole of its religious
life. The captain and the sailing master
of the ship in which they arrived were
Jean D’Aune and David de Bruges,
Huguenots both, and apparently men of
liberal mind.

The next Huguenots after De Monts to
lead settlersto Canada were the De Caens,
uncle and nephew, William and Emeric,
whom the Duke of Montmorency made
superintendents of the Quebec colony:
The De Caens were devout men of a fight-
ing type, and held religious services with
their Protestent compatriots from 1621
till 1627, when their charter was revoked.
The Jesuiis meanwhile arrived in 1625, and
the strife became more deadly.

In the year of the appearance of the De
Caens, the first child of European parents
was born in Canada. This was Eustache,
son of Abraham and Margaret Martim,
which Abraham gave name to the famous
plains of Quebec, and was called the
Scotchman, He seems to have been an
apostate from Protestantism, as his young-
est son, Charles Amador, born in 1648, was
the first Canadian ordained as g priest, It
is not g litle interesting in a pathetic way
to observe that the sponsor of Charles
Amador was Charles de la Tour, another
pervert, whose father Claude, and his own
heroie wife, were both deyoted Huguenots.
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BEGINNINGS OF ROMISH AGGRESSION.

In 1623 the troubles of the Reformed in
Canada began. Montmorency’s nephew,
the Duke de Ventadour, purchased the
rice royalty of ‘Canada from his uacle.
He was a bigot and a lay brother, and had
the spiritual interest of the colony solely
in view. The Huguenots of France hadbeen
looking over to Canada asa refuge from pro-
bable oppression, and resented the change
of viceroys equally almost with those
resident in the country. Both parties,
that in Quebec led by the De Caens in par-
ticular, are accused of doing all in their
power to thwart De Ventadour’s designs.
He could hardly find Roman Catholic
sailors or settlersto fill hisships. He did
indeed succeed in obtaining captains of
his own faith, but by far the greater por-
tion of his crews wao Huguenot. The con-
sequence was thab, on the ocean, two
thirds of the whole command regularly
engaged in religious exercises and that
publicly. As a concession, however, to
the Duke’s prejudices or scruples, they

forebore to make their hymns sound too

noigily on the St. Lawrence. But the
Jesuits soon rut a stop to external wor-
ship on the part of Protestants.

So far as can be judge~d from contempor-
ary records, the two parties, Catholic and
Huguenots, must have heen about equally
matched in New France at this time, if,
inCeed, the Huguenot did not preponder-
ate. ButLouis XIlI. devoted to the Virgin,
was on the throne of the mother country ;
Rochelle had fallen; and Richelien had
seduced Sully, Rohan, and other Hugue-
not peers of France. What wonder that
defection on a smaller scale should take
placein France’spossession beyord thesea
The religious disputes between Champ-
lain and the Jesuits on tha one hand, and
the De Caens and the Huguenots on the
other, are alleged asthe reason for putting
the American colonies on a newbasis. In
point of fact the De Caens and their fellow
Protestants simply asked for liberty of
conscience and equal civil rights.

PROTESTANTS LOSE THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS.

In 1627 came the blow directly aimed at
the Huguenot party. Richelien deprived
the De Caens of their charter, and gaveit
to the company of One Hundred Associates,

on, among others, the following conditions,
that their emigrants should be Frenchmen
and Roman Catholics, that no stranger or
heretic should be allowed into the country,
and that the company should place and
provide for the maintenance of three
priests in each settlement. Thus in 1627,
came the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes
for the Huguenots of Ne.r France.

The following year, the younger De
Caen, smarting under his wrongs, joined
the Huguenotrefugesin England, Sir David
Kirkt, in the Duke of Buckingham’s inva-
sion of Canada. That yeer they were un-
successful, but in 1629 Champlain surren-
dered Quebec into their hands.

The colonists received the visitors with
something approaching joy, certainly with
the ntmost good will, which would indicate
a considerable population friendly to the
Reformed faith. Sir James Le Moine does
not know whether Abraham Martin, the
Scot, fraternized with the new Governor
and his Protestant chaplain, but he does
inform us that the latter wassent for to
christen the little daughter of Momnsieur
Couillard, who was a man of note in the
city. How many more Huguenots there
wereinitthen,future research may declare.
In 1632 the Trealy of S8t. Germain en Laye
restored the coloniesto France, and the
Hundred Associates took strong measures
to preveniatleast the spread of heresy.

HOW THE SCOTCH DISAPPEARED.

Meanwhile, Claude de la Tour, the
Huguenot, in connection with Sir William
Alexander’s grant of Nova Scotia, had
established & hundred Scotch colonists at
Port Royal, of whom many died from
hardship or were killed by the hostile
Indians. In 1635 La Mothe Cadillac saw
two men of one of the surviving families at
Port Royal, who had become Catholics
and married Freneh wives.

The same state of things happened,on a
far larger scale, after the British Conqguest
of Quebec, when the discharged men of
Frager’s, and Montgomery’s, and other
Highland regiments, settled all along the
Lower St. Lawrence, and, marrying French
wives, lost their language and their
religion. These arebut some of thelost
sheep of our Protestant House of Israel.
Wo surely have a duty to bring them back
into the fold,
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Charles dela Tour, who deserted hislness, and a great deal of monoy remains

father’s church,wasrewarded * for hiszeal | due to him here.”

for the Catholic apostolic and Roman
religion,’ as wasthe commander de Razilly,
with grants of land. Yet they do not
appear to have carried their zeal to the
extent of persecution, for Dr. Gregg soems
to indicate that descendants of 2 Huguenot
remnant are to be found about Lunenburg
and River John. They may, however, be
descendants of later immigrants.

A CURIOUS CONVERSION.

Thirty years pass, and still there are
Huguenots in Canada. Parkman, in his
Old Regime,says of the year 1665 in Quebec:
“ The priests were busy in converting the
Huguenots, a number of whom .ere
detected among the soldiers and emigrants.
One of them proved refractory, declaring
with oaths that he would never renounce
his faith., Falling dangerously ill, he
was carried to the hospital where Mother
Catherine de Saint Augustin bethought
her of a plan of converson. Sheground to
powder a small piece of a bone of Father
Brebeuf, the Jesuit martyr, and mixzed the
sacred dust with the patient’s gruel ; where-
upon, says Mother Juchereau, ®this in-
tractable man forthwith became gentle as
an angel, begged tobe instructed, embraced
the faith, and abjured his errors publicly
with an admirable fervor.? ??

In the ranks of the regiment Carignan
Salieres, a Huguenot captain, and fifteen
men were converted, or perverted, and re-
portedjoyfully by the intendant Talon to
the bigoted king. Many of the non-
resident merchants of Quebec were Hugue-
nots from Rochelle, ¢ Nofavor wasshown
them ; they wera held under rigid restraint,
and forbidden to exercise their religion,
cr to remain in the colony during winter
without special license.” This sometimes
bore very hard upon them.

SORER PERSECUTION.

The governor Denonville, an ardent
Catholie, states the case of one Bernom,
who had done great service to the colony,
and whom La Hontan mentioned as the
principal French merchant in the Cana-
dian trade. “It is a pity » says Denon-
ville * that he cannot be converted. As
he is a Huguenot, the bishop wants me to
order him home this autumn, which I have
done, though he carries on a large busi-

LouisXIV sent orders
to imprison heretica who should refuse to
abjure, or to quarter soldiers on them,
whereupon the pious Denonville, having
stated that o few had abjuredin the former
year, added ¢ Praised be God, there is not
a heretic here.”

In his ‘¢ Frontenac,” Parkman says the
church, moreover, was less successful in
excluding heresy from Acadia than from
Canada. A pumber of Huguenots estab-
lished themselves at Port Royal, and
formed sympathetic relations with the
Boston Puritans. The bishop at Quebec
was much alarmed. ¢“This is dangerous "
he writes, “ I pray your majesty to put an
end to these disorders.’” Butthe priests
were busy there also, for M. des Goutins
who was judge in the colony wrote to the
minister in 1689, charging one Trouve, a
priest, with causing the banishment of a
family of nineteen persons.

What are these, however, saveacciden-
tal records, preserved dcubtless against
the will of the doninant religious party, of
a relentless and untiring persecution of
the unhappy Huguenot, until he was com-
pelled to apostatize or betake himself in
exiie to the New England colonies. Cana-
da and Acadia as well as France lost much
of their best blood when the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes was put in force on
this side of the Atlantic. Yet there are
well known French Canadians at the
present day who point with not a little
pride backto theirHuguenotancestry. The
Roman Catholic clergy, backed by royal
authority,said ¢ the French speaking Pros-
testant shall not live in Canada,” and
virtually kept their word. Is it too much
that weshould answer with “he shall!?”
and keep our word too ?

A SMALL REMNANT LEFT.

In 1759 Quebec was taken by Wolfe, and
in 1763 the Treaty of Paris ceded the whole
of New France to Great Britain. In 1774
there were only 400 Protestants, exclusive
of the army, in the Province of Quebec,
and these were, with very few exceptions,
of recent importation. But before that
time, there was, as Dr. Gregg informs us,
on the roll of the church of England a
Rev. M. Montmollin, a native of Switzer-
land, who preached tu a small congrega-
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tion of French Huguenots in Quebec as|three French Oanadian converts as the
early as 1708. It would be very interest- result of & year’s work. At the end of it,
ing to discover his parish register, and the climate compelled them to go home.

learn if the members of his flock were con-
nected with such old Quebsc fumilies as
the Couillards of the time of the Kirkts.

A obscure butapparently truthful piece
of French Canadian Protestant tradition
th~t links the Huguenots of the past with
the missionary labors of the present cen-
tury isthe fact that, prior to 1785, two
Frenchmen were found selling bibles, the
version of Martin, in the Province of
Quebec or Lower Canada, and were com-
pelled to retire before the activity of the
priesthood. They withdrew to Niagara,
and there a M. Filiatrault bought a bible
from them, which he carried back to his
home at Ste. Terese, in which it exercised
a salutary influence. Whence these two
Frenchmen came or by whom they were
employed, who can tell ?

BEGINNING TO WIN TOEM BACK,

It was reserved for the beginning of the
present century to see an effort inaugur-
ated for the evangelization of Lower
Canada. The British Wesleyan conference
sent out the Rev. Jean de Putroato preach
the G spel in the French language in Que-
bec and other places, a work which he
continusd from 1815 till 1821, the year
following that in which the Montreal
Branch of the Bible Society was formed.
Captain Anderson, R. A., afterwards
general, being stationed in the province,
tqok a deep interest in Protestant instruc-
tion, and was grieved over the successful
aggression of the Romish priesthood. He
apparently succeeded in obtaining for
some years an agent of the British Refor-
mation Society to do home mission work
in Quebec and elsewhere about 1830, but
there are no traces of his name or in-
filuence. The church of Rome seems to
have had all its own way without let or
hindrance. But in 1834 the Rev. Henri
Olivier, who had been sent out by a mis-
sionary Association of the Lausanne
Churches, together with his wife and two
young men, to labor among the Indians,
was arrested by the Macedonian cry of
French Canada. The youngmen went
on to evangelize the Sioux, butthe Oliviers
remained in Montre~l, where they formed
a small Baptist Church that exhibited

Before ithey left Montreal, they were
joined by Madame Feller, whose name
stands so high in the annals of French
Mission work, and by M. Louis Roussy,
delegated by the Associated churches of
French Switzerland. ‘M, Roussy continu-
ed the Roman Catholic French School,
which had been commenced by Mr.Dentan,
one of M, Olivier’s two young friends who
afterwards went to the Sioux; but was
soon driven out by priestly influence.
Then Madame Feller and he labored for a
while in Montreal and St. Johns, and at
last in 1836 returned to Grande Ligne and
cstablished the mission, which has there
proved so successful. They continued the
Baptist traditions of the Oliviers, and the
record of their faithful and victorious
years of service, down to the year 1868,
when Madame Feller went home to her
rest, is told in the memoir of that sainted
woman by Dr. Cramp. All honor to the
Swiss Baptist missionaries. They broke
almost fallow ground, and inaugurated the
educational system which has been follow-
ed with most beneficent results. The
Haldane brothers, who had aroused the
evangelical sentiment in French Switzer-
land that affected Madame Feller and M.
Roussy, did not forget their disciples, but
formed at Edinburgh about 1855 an ‘¢ Edin-
burgh Committee for the management of
the French Canadian Mission.” Not all
on the Committee were Baptists, but they
helped the Baptist Mission as the only one
then in the field.

WORK OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY,

Buf others were not idle. The Bible
Society, which appears to havedistributed
copies of the Scriptures in French, long
before the Montreal auxiliary was formed,
was aroused by the state of affairs during
the Rebellion 0f1837, with which the French
converts sywmpathized, to do something
for the spiritual well being of the once
priest-ridden but now revelting Canadian.
The state prisoners inthe gaol received 200
copies of the Scriptures in their own
tongue, and raad them. As early as 1836
the Montresl Auxiliary had employed an
agent to circulate French Scripturesin
Montreal, and, in'1838, there appears the
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name of Mr, P. V, Hibbard as colporteur
for all the French Canadian parishes in
the district. This was {he sowing of the
seed, and it was well sown, and fell in
many cases upon good ground and bore
fruit. Since that time, all the Canadian
agencies have scattered Frenchsacred and
religicusliterature broadcast,with gratify-
ing reaults, from Halifax to Quebec, from
Montreal to Cornwall, from Ottawa to
Bayfield, and from Algoma to Manitoba.
The Bible and Tract Societies have fur-
nished the Lumbermen’s Mission of our
own Church, and many similar evangelis-
tic bodies, with the printed sinews of war
for the great contesi Letween priesteraft
and divine enlightenment. )
FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
The Rev. James Thomson was the agent
of the Bible Society in Montreal, a society
in which all denominations of Protestants
me} on a common platform. Owing
largely to bis instrumentality, there was
formed in 1839, the French Canadian
Missionary Society, an undenominational

body in name and management, but sus-
tained almost exclusively by Presbyterian

gifts and offerings. Among its founders

may be mentioned the Revs. Dr. Taylor cf|

Erskine church, Dr. Wilkes and Dr. Strong,
and DRMessrs. John Redpath and James
Court. The Society at once opened com-
munication for flnancial purposes with
Glasgow, Scotland, and for missionary
supply with Geneva, Switzerland. Money
came from Glasgow, and from Geneva came
several 1 oted missionaries, including M.
and Madame D. Amaron, and Mm. Moret
and Prevost. They arrived in 1840,
and, a little later, came the Rev.J. E.
Tanner and his wife, and M. Chevellez.
Independent of the French Canadian
Missionary Society, and the Baptist Mission
of (irande Ligne, was M. E. Lapelletrie,
who left France in 1833 as the agent of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, and, in
theend of the following year, another
Frenchman, M. J. Vessot, joined the ranks
of the F, C. M. S.
BEGINNING OF MISSION SCHOOLS.

The undenominational French Casadian
Society, emulating the Baptist Mission of
Grande Ligne, engaged at various times,
in four branches of missionary work, pri-
mary Protestant education, colportage,

evangelization by preaching, and the
training of missionaries, Mission-school
work was begun by Madame Amaron at
Belle Riviére in 1840, with comparatively
small attendance, and was in 1516 trans-
ferred to Point aux Trembles, so far asthe
boys’ school was concerned, under the
care of Messrs. Tanner and Vernier.
The school for girls, begun by Madame
Tanner in Montreal in 1816, was, three
years later, also transferred to Point aux
Trembles, where, under many able and de-
voted directors and directvesses, the twin-
school hassince gathered inlarge numbers
of French Canadian HKoman Catholic
youth, and has made through them a per-
manent impression upon the religious
thought and life of the Province. A very
complete history of this school and its
| eminent teachers is contained in the 4snd
annual report of the Fiench Canadian
Missionary Society in 1881. The invaluable
servicesofthe colporteurhave notmet with
the same recognition. Only a name here
and there has been preserved of the men
who, moie than all others, spr.adabroad
Gospel light among those whom Rome’s
system had left in almost pagan darkness.
Messrs, Vessot and Chevallez commenced
thisgood work, whichextended to all parts
of the present Dominion in which French
speaking Canadians were to be found.

A FRENCII CANADIAN CHURCH,

|

The Society made an effort to unite all
tFrench preaching ministers in a French
Canadian Reformed  Church. These
included its own ordained missionaries
and the ministers of churches that
had independently taken up French work,
such as Mr. Roux, a Baptist, and Mr.
Doudiet of our own Church. This was
in 1858, but the Synod, which at one time
consisted of ten congregatinns, with about
2,000 adherents, disintegrated in 1876, and
its components returned to the denomina-
tions of their choice. The effort, however
had not been in vain, for it had drawn the
isolated pastors into mutual sympathy,
and enabled them to present a united front
to the common enemy oftheir work.

The training of missionaries was first
undertaken by the Rev P. Wolff in 1852,
whose four students were A. Solandt, E.
Jamieron, A. Geoffray, and R. P. Duclos.
The latter, and subsequently the two
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Groulx and J. M. Des llets, also studied at
Gonova. In 1867, 1he Sociely procured the
services ofthe Rev. D. Coussirat, B.D., of
Montauban, as professor of theology, and
transferred the seminary from Moatreal to
Point aux Trembles in 1869. Butb, in 1870,
the Canada Presbyterian Church having
taken up the work of French evangeliza-
tion,- Prof. Coussirat cast in his lot with it,
and occupied a chair in the Presbyterian
College, Montreal. It is hard to over-
estimate the importance of the influence
brought to bear on Trench-speaking
(Canada by the French Canadian Mission-
ary Society in the matters of primary
religious education, the disseminaticn of
the Scriptures, the direct preaching ofthe
Gospel and care of souls, together with the
training of Christian workers.

Nevertheless there was a weaxness in
the administration, not arising out of the
character of the men who composed it, for
rarely has a more able and truly conse-
crated body of Christian philanthropists
been assembled: nor out of any lack of zeal
or prudence on their part, but out of the
lack of cohesion which undenominational
enterprises are apt to exhibif, and partly
out of the impatience of ordained mission-
aries of being dictated to by a committee
composed largely of laymen.

WORK BY THE CIURCIIS.

The Presbyterian Church of Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotlaand
had its separate mission of St. John’s
Church in DMontreal since 1862. A little
later, Messrs. Labelle and Groulx and
Paradis had begun work under the aus-
piccs of the Canada Presbyterian Church.
The Church of England had its mission of
Sabrevois; and the Methodists were work-
ing up towards their present flourishing
French Institute in the western suburb of
Montreal. Also, as early as 1859, a great
oevent took place. Father Chiniquy, priest
of the parish of St. Anne, Kankakee, in the
State of Illinois, partly through the teach-
ings of the Rev. T. Lafleur. of the Baptist
Mission in Montreal, had thrown off the
yoke of Rome; and several years after,
with 600 of his people, was received into
tke Canada Presbyterian Church. Added
to this, the members of the Presbyterian
churches who were the chiefsupporters of
the French Canadian Missionary Society,

andthe ministersand elders who were onits
Board,saw thenecessity for having church
work under cburch control, inasmuch as
this would only mean ceasing to share its
direction with the comparatively small
Congregational Church in British North
America.
OUR OWN WORK: FATHER CHINIQUY,

In 1869, Prof. Coussirat began to give
instruction in the Presbyterian College,
Montreal, which had been founded in 1867,
and in 1870 the Presbytery of Montreal
petitioned the @General assembly of the
Canada Presbyterian Church to enable it
to engage in French work. Af the follow-
ing Assembly, Dr. R. F. Burns read the
first report of the Committee on French
Canadian Evangelization, which empha-
sized Professor Coussirat’s good work, and
referred to the missionary labors of ten
students. Principal MacVicar succeeded
Dr. Burns as chairman of the Committee;
and it was deemed advisable by him and
his colleagues, of whom the writer was
one, to strike a blow for free religious
speech in French Montreal, the Protestant
churches of which had frequently suffered
from the violence ofRoman Catholic mobs.
It was felt that the man for the work was
the Rev. Charles Chiniquy, better known
ag Father Chiniquy. Dr. MacVicar’s
report of the Committee to the Assembly
of 1875, contains the substance of the story
ofthe remarkable movement which took
place in Montreal during the previous
winter, and can hardly be improved upon,
but the writer, as a participator in all but
one of Father Chiniquy’s meetings, can
add some picturesque particulars.

THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY IN MONTREAL.

The object of the struggle was freedom
to preach the Gospel to French Canadians.
In response to the Committee’s desire and
promise of substantial help and defence,
Father Chinigquy came to Montreal on the
22nd of January, 1875, and labored till the
25th of March. He began his preaching in
the Craig Street Church, then under the
Trench Canadian Missionary Society. It
could not hold the crowds that came to
hear him, for the committee advertised
him by posters all over the city, and the
Craig Street people were unable to givethe
venerable missionary the protecticn we
guaranteed him. The church windows
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were smashed, and preacher and congre-‘dnd guards do their duty that offenders

gation stoned out of the building. Other
churches farther removed from the French
element were asked for the use of their
buildings, but vheir managing boards, fear-
ing violence, declined to grant them.

SCENES IN COTE ST. CHURCH.

Then i5 was that the office bearers of
Ooté St. Church, the nearest among Can-
ada Presbyterian churches to the French
quarter, ventured into the breach and
welcomed the apostle of French Canadian
Protestantismm. The Protestant press was
aroused ; the city police placed in requi-
gition ; a corps of 300 able-bodied Protes-
tant sympathizers, numbering in their
ranks Dr. Beers, Mr. William Greig, and
many other brave men whose names ib
would be a privilege to mention, did space
permit, occupied the basement as a reserve
force, and helped the students of the Pres-
byterian College, led by the stalwart
Charles MacLean, as ushers and preserv-
ers of order in the sacred edifice; all were
armed, many, indeed, only with stout walk-
ing sticks, but the writer had occasionally
more dangerous weapons thrust into his
bands by watchful friends.

Three large sleighs formed the escort of
the apostle. The first, full of armed men,
brokethe way; thesecond contained Father
Chiniquy, Principal MacVicar, the writer,
and occasionally such aids as Professor
Coussirat, Mr. Doudiet, and Mr. Tannper,
together with a complement of Protestant
defenders; the last was like the first, and
its cbject was to guard against an attack
fromthe rear. The w.iter accompanied
the preacher into the pulpit, partly
because the mob would hardly care to
injure an English minister, and partly to
take notes of his gospel addresses, a syn-
opsis of which was published weekly in the
Canada Presbyterian.

Others who stood by the brave Father
were Principal MacVicar, the organizer of
the whole work, Professor Coussirat, the
Rev. Dr. Burns, and the Rev. Messrs. Dou-
diet, Lafleur, and Tanner. DMany who
should have been there stood aloof. The
congregations filled the whole of the large
church to overflowing, and consisted for
the most part of respectable men eager to
learn the truth. There were occasional
interruptions, but so well @id the usherg

were specdily -handed over to the police,
and the magistrate, to give him his due,
meted out justice to them,

FATHER CHINIQUY MOBBED.

But, one Friday evening, the students of
the College held a publie meeting, and the
profeesors, judging from the gcod order of
the past, that their services in the Coté
Street Church could be dispensed with
that night, accepted the students’ invita-
tion. Asthe meeting was about to close,
a sleigh drove up to the door, aund soon
Father Chiniquy came in, a melancholy
figure, yet full of cheerfulness. The mob
had broken through the imperfect guard,
and assaulted the pulpit. The brave old
Father had to save hislife by flight, and
in getting over a back wall had injured at
least his clothes. At the college he dis-
played his torn *‘ pantalon? ag he called
15, and said that as he thought of deathand
going straight to heaven, he wondered if
St. Paul would call attention to hisigno-
minious flight and the state of his ward-
robe, snd was prepared to auswer, * But I
had no basket as you bad at the wall of
Damascus, Paul!?” Thereafter, the hero
of the hour, and those chiefly interested in
his work, enjoyed the hospitality of Prin-
cipal and Mrs. MacVicar, in whose resid-
ence his story was retold more fally.

THE BRITISH VOLUNTEERS.

Nextmorning the news of the outrage
was all over the city, and young active
men everywhere laid their heads together
and looked out serviceable weapons. In
the evining Father Chinigny’s escort of
the gleighs was at the church shortly
before eight, and the students and the 300
were there to meet it, while a strong
detachmeny of police guarded the doorvs.

The veteran surpassed himself that
night, and at the close of his address was
preparing to withdraw, when a tumuld
arose outside. A large body of French
Canadian students, and others well inspir-
ed, made an assauls upon the building to
carry it by storm, as tbey bhad done the
night before, when suddenly a new army
made its appearance. Twelve hundred
British volunteers in every day dress
charged up the street. There was a crash
and & brief scufie, work made for the
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French doctors, and then a hasty rotreat.
The battle of liberty was fought and won.
The twelve hundred deprived the 300 and
the students of their privilege of home
escort for that night, all eager to see the
gallant champion of the faith. Since then
the French Canadian Protestant has as
much right to speak in Montreal as the
Archbishop. Let us not forget how that
right was gained!

RESULTS OF CHINIQUY’S MISSION.

As to the results of Father Chiniguy’s
Montreal mission, I cannot do beilterthan
quote the report of Principal MacVicar.
Hoe says, “It is difficult to give an ade-
quate impression of the arduous labors of
Mr. Chiniquy, while night and day seeking
the salvation of his countrymen; and your
Committee record with gratitude the fact
that the Lord was pleased to crown his
efforts with signal success. During 1he
two months referred to, he delivered 27
public addresses in French to audiences
averaging about 8J0 each; so that many
thousands of French Canadian Roman
Catholics heard thegospel from hislips,
and thus & work was accomplished which
wounld require years, even by several
missionaries going from house to Louse.
He delivered also, thirteen addresses in
English to audiences averaging about 1€00,
besides many private meetings which he
held with converts and others. In addi-
tion to these public 1.bors, he conversed
with about 900 inquirers, more than half of
whom were led to seaand acknowledge the
errors of Romanism. The total number of
converts already gathered is over 300;
and I now place on the table of the Assem-
bly the autograph list of signatures of
those who sent their demission to the
priests, and thus publicly renounced their
connection with the Church of Rome. A
large proportion of these, your Committee
have reason to hope, are exercising faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and are not
satisfied with having simply abjured the
errors by which they werelong enslaved.
Up the 2ith of March, these converts and
their friends held a social meeting in the
Lecture Room of Cote Street Church, to
which about 700 persons were admitted by
ticket. Professor Coussirat presided.
Resolutions were proposed, ably spoken

vorts, expressive of their renunciation of
Romish errors, and their attachment to
the Gospel and the freedom which it se-
cures. The meeting was addressed by the
Revs. C. Boudiet, Theo. Lafleur, C. Chini-
quy, and others, and was fitted to be most
useful to those so recently brought out of
‘darkness, in wuniting their hearts and
sympathies, and strengthening them to
endure the reproach and persecution
which they havesince encountered.”

OUR ‘ FRENCH BOARD ?? ORGANIZED.

Attheunion of thePresbyterian churches
in that same year, 1875, the first act,
framed by Principal MacViear, Dr.Jen-
kins, and the writer, and passed, was:
“That the work of French Evangelization
hitherto carried on by the churches, be
united under a General Assembly Board of
French Canadian Evangelization, whose
office shall be in Montreal.” The minute
provides that the iraining of missionaries
shall be a first charge on the fund. The
Rev.C. A. Tanner was appointed General
Secretury; and in the following year, the
Rev. Mr., now Dr. Warden, was made
agent, and infused new lifeinto the Board's
finances. Mission work was consequently
largely extended.

In view of the increasing efliciency of
the denominational missions, Presbyterian,
Anglican, Methodist, and Baptist, the
French Canadian DMissionary Society
somewhat reluctantly decided to hand
over the results ofitslong and successful
labor of love, to them. In accordance with
this decision it {ransferred to the Board of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the
schools at Pointe aux Trembles, receiving
for the property there the sum of £5,500.
and with them the whole work of the
Society. The Craig Stireet Church, how-
ever, it made ovcr to the Methodist Con-
forence. The Presbyterian Board bought
Russell Hall in the east, and built Canning
Street Church in the west of Montreal, and
established preaching stations and schools
in many parts of the country, as well as in
Quebec, Ottawa, and other central locali-
ties.

PRESENT POSITION OF OUR WORK.

The Rev. Principal MacVicar is still the
chairman of tte Board, and the Rev. Dr.
Warden itstreasurer, but forseveral years

to, and unanimously adopted by tha con-

past the Rev. S.J. Taylor, }.A.,an accom-
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plished French scholar, has efliciently dis-
charged the various duties of secretary
and personal director of mission work.
The gross income of the Board last year
wasg over $36,000. The Kev., Dr, Coussirat
still occupies the position of French Pro-
fessor of theology.

The eflicient head of the Pointe aux
Trembles schools, during the past twenty-
five years, has been the Rev. Jules Bour-
goin whose Christian zz2al, devotion and
scholarship have tended greatly to place
them in their present prosperous condition.

There have been engaged in missionary

bably far exceeding those found ir French
churches,who havebecome Anglicized, and
worship in English churches by prefer-
ence.

Many French Canadian Protestants, in-
cluding some descendants of the old
Huguenot settlers, and of the disbanded
Highlanders, who have returned to the
faith of their fathers, live remote from
mission stations, and thus have no partin
church statistics. The common report
with which the late Premier Mercieris
credited, is that there are in the province
of Quebec over 30,000 French Canadians

labors during the past year 28 pasiors and | who call themselves Protestants whether

ordained missionaries, 17 evangelists, col-
porteurs and students, and 20 teachers, in

they go to church or not.
There is also a very large body in the

all 65 toilers in the French Canadian vine- | United States, including thousands of con-
yard. Of mission fields there are 37, and|verts made in Canada, who were driven

93 mission stations, in the presbyteries of
St. John, N.B., Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa,
Glengarry, Barrie, Algoma, and Huron.
The average Sabbath attendance was 2415.
There are 9.8 families underour care, with

across the lines by social persecution, and
who are gathered, some into the many
French mission churches of New England,
others into English Protestant congrega-
tions. Dr. Amaron in his book, entitled

1,079 church members, and 990 pupils|* Your Heritage,”” estimates the French

attending Sabbath Schools ana Bible
clasges. There were 153 members added
to the church during the year, and there
were distributed 901 Bibles or New Testa-
mentis, and 21,976 tracts, etc. The amount
contributed by converts for salarics and
other exponses was$5,917.70 ; amount paid
ag school fees $1,602.30, making a total of
$7,520.00. There were 25 mission schools in
active operation, some during the year,
others for a shorter period, with an aggre-
gate attendance of' 09 pupils.

We cannot emphasize too strongly the
importance of these schools. Those ab
Pointe aux Trembles have already given a
christian education to about 5,000 pupils, &
large proportion of whom became true
converts, and have exerted an immeasur-
able influence for good in various walks of
life. Not a few have become missionaries,
pastors, and teachers; and others lawyers,
doctors, artisans, and agriculturists.”?

OTHER WORKERS AND WORK,

The Baptists have at least 142 pupils
in their schools, and their average
attendance on religious ordinances must
be considerably over 1,000. To these must
be added the French Canadian Aethodists
probably as numerous, the Anglicans who
are fewer, and a very large numbey, pro-

Protestants of New England at 10,000, and
those of the United States at 40,000.

A GREAT CHANGE.

The dissatisfied with Rome’s teaching,
in Canada, are far more than 30,000.
The old state of affairs is changed. Dr.
Chiniquy msay walk and talk wuere he
pleaees, and be treated with respect. Ro-
man Catholics send their children to the
English publicschools,in spite of discrimin-
ating fees. They purchase ¢ L’Aurore,’ the
French Protestant paper, and read it pub-
licly. Their intelligent men and women
seek the society of the intelligent and cul-
tivated among our French Protestants,
snd in many ways show that the old bar-
rier between Catholic and heretic has been
broken down.

Wise people say this is the progress of
modern ideas, the influence of the neigh-
boring States, and many things beside, but
those who are familiar with lifeand society
in the province of Quebec see in this
change the fruit of good seed laboriously
sown through long years of painfal weary
waiting. The bread cast upon the waters
is found after many days, and teaches the
apostolic iesson, * Let usnot be weary in
well-doing: for in due season we shall
reap if weo faint not.”?
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Our Foreign Missions.

Dr. Morton writes from Trinidad of good
health and encouraging success in the
Mission. A full statement of the year’s
work will appear in an early issue of the
RECORD. )

Rev. J. Griffiths, who, unknown to him-
self, has furnished our frontispiece, is one
of the latest additions to our Foreign staff,
and his previous record for earnest work
and indomitable perseverance is a guar-
antee of another worker worthy of our
Honan Band. He has just reached his
field of labor, having gone out with Mr.
McKenzie and Dr. Leslie.

Three months remain of the church yeur,
before the closing of accounts, 318t March.
All that is to be done towards meeting our
Foreign Mission claims for the year must
be done by that time. Let the need of a
lost world, the grandness of the work of
redeeming that world, the privilege of
being co-workers with Him who has com-
manded i, and gratitude for what the
Gospel has brought to us, be our inspira-
tion in sharing this privilege.

Help for the burned churches is coming
in. That of Windsor, N.S,, is making prog-
ress, but has need for much more. Dr.

" Armstrong, of Ottawa, writes that he has

received between three and four hundred
dollars to help rebuild tha burned churches
at Casselman and S. Indian, and that at
least three times that amount will be
needed before the need is adeguately met.

.
A SCENE FROM BRITISH GUIANA.
BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. J. B. CROPPER,
For the RECORD.

On Sabbath morning last I visited Plan-
tation Success, one of the estates in my
digtrict, and one on which meetings are
regularly held. A DRMiaharaj (Brabman)
from another part of the country was
vigiting the estate at the same time. He
had many disciplesthere and had come to

see them. I preached the simple Gospel
of the despised Nazareme, and told my
hearers of “ the Bread of Life?’ which
came from heaven,” and of the Saviour
who gave himself for the life of the world.

The Maharaj bad no such gospel of
salvation to preach ; hereceived, forhim-
gelf, the worship and homage of his de-
voted followers who thade obeisance to
him in the most servile manner.

Pagsing the door of one of the houses, I
stopped a moment tolook at the ceremony.
I did not see the commencement of it § but
letme describe what I did see.

In front of the door of the earth-floored
room sat the Brahman. He was a big
man, tall and stout, and of a heavier build
than the average East Indian. He wore a
sort of tunic and a “ Dhote *? or loin cloth,
and wooden sandals. His head was bare;
and he had around his neck a long string
of the large beads worn by the‘‘ Holy
men,”” His teeth and mouth within were
red with the preparation made for the
purpose which he chewed. His whiskers
were short and dressed in the form ofa
handsome curl or wax. His bearing was a
combination of Pharisaic pride and
ecclesiatical dignity.

He sat in front of the open door ona
chair. Before him, outside, was the
worshipper, a woman ; beside him stood the
woman’s husband (who had probably
already paid his devotions; and round
about sat & few onlookers—the Hindu, in
reverence ; the Mohammedan, in scorn. -

The woman bowed herself low before
him ; stretched forward her hands and
stroked his feet ; then putting her hands
together, the finger tips of each touching
and the palms slightly apart—she drew
them back and raised them to her breast.
After repeating these movements several
times, she gently raised herself, and meekly
moving aside went into the house. The
Brahman who had bent slightly forward
while receiving the worship, then sat him-
seif back and crosgsed hislegs with anair
of self-satisfied dignity.

Ifwe could dissociate from our minds
the idea of worship, I should teliyom it
was a pretty scene—a iableauw wvivant.
There wasthe comeliness of man about the
men gnd the delicacy of woman about the
womsan, whose face was pleasing if not
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pretty. The student of Delsarte would|

have found no fault with the grace of her
movement; and the devotee of the dim
cathedral aisle would have seen nothing
lacking in the bowed head and drooping
eyes. But unfortunately for the wsthetic
taste, admiration must give away to pity
and pain, for the scene represents an act
ot golemn worship. And to some the pity
and pain would be intensified ifnot also
mingled with added feelings; for it was
woman crouching at the feet of man.

LETTER FROM TRINIDAD.
BY REV. W. L. McCRAE.

Dear Mr. Scott,

A few days ago we parted with one of
our most faithful catechists—George Car-
son (Baktawar).

He returned to India to see his people,
particularly his aged father, to whom
he longed to bring the glad tidings of sal-
vation which he himself had learned here.

He came to Trinidad in 1881 and was in-
dentured to the Inverness Estate, where he
met Mahindebeg, our catechist, through
whom he was brought to know and em-
brace the truth.

‘When a hoy he attended one of the Gov-
ernment schools in India, where he obtain-
ed a thorough acquaintance with the
Indian langueges as well as a smattering
of English. In 1892 he was baptized and
named afier the esteemed pastor of Knox
Church, Pictou, N.S., to whom for genu-
ineness and unafiected sincerity he bearss
strong resemblance.

He labored as a catechist for the last
four years with much aceeptance, and the
fervor with which he was commended to
the care of our Heavenly Father,at a
prayer meeting previous to his leaving,
was a good indication of the confidence
and affection in which he is held by our
Christian people.

He hopes to return in the course of a
year, and we sincerely hope he may, as we
can ill spare so valuable a helper.

While at home he hopes to visit our
mission in Central India to acquaint him-
self with the methods and work of our

Mahindebeg, through whose instrumen-
tality Carson tvas brought to know and
love the Saviour, was conversed in India
in connection with the Methodist Mission.
He belonged o a rigid Mohammedan
family, who persecuied him unmercifully
when he embraced the Christian faith.
Since then he hasg borne faithful testimony
to the truth.

He came to this colony about 18 vears
ago and is {hercfoye one of our oldest as
well as most faithful laborers. He has very
little English, but is read up somewhat
extensively in his own language.

He has had three years training in our
college, and will therefore be ready for
ordination as soon as his field is able to
contribute the required amount. His wife
—a brightinteliigent woman—is one of our
Bible women.

<>

CHEERING INCIDEXNTS AT HOME.

Some incidents mentioned by Rev. Nor-
man Russell, who has bheen visiting the
churches the last few months, are very
cheering. He writes 10 the RECORD under
date 21st December :—

You will be glad to know of several very
encouraging things about the missionary
meetings being held for some time past.

First, there secms to be a real deepening
of the interest in missions. The meelings
are well attended, and 1think not merely
on account of the lantern views. On Sun-
day when I have no views the people
listen with great interest.

The sympathy ofthe church is princi-
pally drawn out to theattempt to evangel-
ize the whole district by means of a trained
native preaching force. To this end many
have promised help.

In one place in a couniry congregation,
ayoung man came up iome arnd volun-
teered to be responsibie for the support of
a native preacher (§70 per year.)

In asmalltown congregation the minister
told melater, that, asaresult of the appeal,
a young man had volunteered to do the
sexton's work of the church, azd allow the
salary {o go to support a native preacher.

missionaries there, to whom he bears al In a large city congregation the pastor
note of intrcduction. About seven huu-!told me his organist had come forward
dred other immigrants returned with him'!and voluuteered to support & native

in the same ship.

preacher.
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Ireceived afew weeks ago a letter from
ayoung manin your own Presbytery, Mon-
treal, saying he and nine othershad united,
subscribing $5 each, ahove their ordinary
givings, to support a native preacher.

Letters come to me from pastors telling
of Sunday Schools, 0. E. Societies, etc.,
undertaking similar special efforts. )

The thought of reaching perhaps 10,000
people a year by means of a mnative
preachershould be no small spur to those
desiring to see Christ’s great command
fulfilled.

The rescue of famine orphans hasalso
moved several to self-denying effort in
order to provide the $16 2 year necessary
for the support ofa waif, who in God’s
Grace may yet become a preacher of
righteousness.

The awful condition of Hinduism has
opened the eyes of some as never before
to the tremendous needs of these people
forthe Gospel. More than one man of
influence has told me that the description
of the degraded and immoral condition of
these people hasconverted him to Foreign
Missions.

The great need everywhere seemsto be
information. To supply this, personally
my greatest hope is in the PRESBYTERIAN
RECORD and its——Editor. The RECORD is
doing a noble work and one that is ever
more and more appreciated.

B
OPZN DOORS IN INDIA.
Dear Mr. Scott,

Iquote the following from a letter I
received to-day from my brother at Dhar,
Central India. ‘Openingsin our field here
are offering on all sides and I cannot take
advantage of them as I could wish to;
even thoughl am spending up to my full
estimate and as much of private means as
Ican spare. Requests for opening work
come from several quarters. Dasai, a
place of about 2500, 20 miles N. E. dmghe-
ra’s offer of land for a nominal sum still
holds good. Dikthan seems ready for it
too—and Nalchais very promising.

You will be glad to hear that a pakk:
saral: (macadamized road) is being built
from Sirdarpore through to Kuksi touch-
ing Tanda, Bag, etc., and taking theroad
down the Ghats (Vindbhags mountains)
which we followed last year. This wosk

18 being undertaken by the Government te
give the Bheels of that district employ-
ment and relieve distress. The workisto
be completed almost immediately possibly
by Christmas or January. So that the
descent of the Ghats will be no longera
matter of difficulty, and Amkhut (the site
of the new Bheel Mission to be opened by
Dr. Buchanan) made mtich more accessible
from this end.”

The places mentioned above by my
brother I know personally as centres cf
considerable influence, and the fact that
they are requesting usto begin work in
their midst is only one of the many mar-
vellous signs we have been having oflate
that the districts of Central India are
opening far more rapidly than the church
isable to enter in. It is on a paralso
with many similar requests I have been
speaking of in my addresses to the
churches.

The newroad into the Bheel country is
just one of the remarkable providences of
God that have marked every advance we
have made as a mission oflate to enterin
and occupy these open doors of Central
India. Justas Dr. Bu haran is leaving to
begin the Bheel Mission a road is being
prepared for him over the most difficult—
in fact the only really difficult—part of
the road into the Bheel country.

My brother adds :—

¢“ We have had special meetings for S.
School’ work on Sunday and Monday,
and bad splendid meetings, bright, cheer-
ful and encouraging. The outlook for this
work seems tobe good. Indeed all round
the work has brighter prospect than for-
merly, though even yet the opposition is
very bitter and I suppose will continue to
be 80 long as we preach the Gospel to a
Brahmin community.

ThisPoonaaffair (the murder of Rand and
Ayrist) makes the Dekkani Brahmin rather
sore and consequently disagreeable so far
as he darss. We have done all we can,
however, to couciliate feeling here, and1
really think that whatever may be the
religious sentiment, we have the moral
respect of the people.”

This bitterness of the Brahmins and the
opening in the villages are sign posts to
the road on which the Indian Missionary is

bound to travel.—NORMAN RUSSELL.
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Not without their ludicrous side are soms
of the incidents of mission life. One of our
medical missionaries in Honan writes (—
“ Not long ago a deputation was received
from one of the Yamens. Six of them there
were aged and venerable; thelir spotless white
robes and snowy beards betokening rank
and dignity. In their hands they bore a box
rosplendent in gold (tinsel) and vermillion,
containing a present for the doctor who had
previously treated one of their number. After
they had gone, and when no one else was
near who might want a share of the prize,
with eager haste we -opened that box. Visions
of jewelry—silver, gold, perhaps, or perhaps
some costly silks, passed before our mings,
till suddenly, the cover off, the box flew
open—cakes—greasy ones—the school boy:
said they liked them.”

In Chang te Fu :—* The children all have
the whooping cough ; ”’ while “ the officia.s
for the past few weeks have been coming
very far short of their duty, and actually en-
courage the lawless.’

The lawlessness, however, sometimes
touches the officials themselves, as the fol-
lowing from the “Hsin Pao,” a2 manuscript
weekly of the Mission, will show :—" The
lawlessness and insecurity of property In
China is evidenced by the raiding of the
home of the Nei Hwang Hslen Mandarin,
last Saturday night, by a large band of rob-
bers, who put the brave official, together
with his brave retainers, to fiight. They
carried off all the silver and valuables they
could find, fogether with the mandarin's
afficial seal. The robbers are supposed to
have come from Shantung. A reward of five
hundred taels is offered for the return of
the seal.”

‘“A few days ‘ago, while the wife of the
San Fu official was at Chang te Fu, two of
her servants created quite a di~turbance in
the Chapel, reviling and wanting to fight.
The lady was very sorry that this had oc-
curred, and late that night two writers came
from the Yamen to inform us that these two
servants had been summearily dismissed.
The friendly attitude of the San Fu is quite
encouraging.”

Later :—* Reliable reports say that these
two men are still at their posts in the Ya-
men. We are in the midst of deceit.”

Two Interesting items, one from China,
one from Indla, fit well together. From
China one of our Missionaries, writing a
few months ago, says :—

“ An appeal for help from India for famine
sufferers has touched us here in Honan. One
very pleasing thing was the response of the
Chinese Chrigtians here to the appeal for
help. A small number gave 5,500 cash. The
eight school boys, whose income for food,
firing and poclet money is 60 cash each
(about 3 cents) per day, contributed 1,000
cash.”

The other item is sent to the ‘“Record”
by Rev. J. F. Smith, M.D., our Missionary
in India, who writes about the famine chil-
dren in the “ Honan Orphanage,” Mhow :—

“ Why called the Honan Orphanage ? In
the first place, the Missionaries in Honan
sent a very liberal donation to me for the
famine. And in the second place, a few of
the native Christians in our Mission in Xo-
nan sent me, out of their poverty, a dona-
tion of about five dollars to feed some of the
starving ones of India. God bless the bre-
thren in Honan, and the native Christians
whose sympathies went out thus to those in
another 1and, and may the link thus formed
between the two Missions become stronger
and stronger as the days go by.”

From Hsin Chen, Honan, comes the fol-
lowing :—* The honeymoon being just over,
‘The Horse,' our gate-keeper, has asked for
ten days’ leave of absence, and may leave
to-morrow with his new wife for home. This
will be the bridal trip. He intends wheeling
her home on a barrow (thirty miles). He
requested that, as a kind of pass, he be al-
lowed to hoist on his wheelbarrow a white
flag with characters written thereon to the
effect that they belong to the Jesus Religion
sect at Hsin Chen.”

¢ The number attending service on Sabbath
necessitates the opening of an extra room
for women and children,” is among the re-
cent items of news from Hsin Chen, Honan.

Dr. Malcolm write us from Hsin Chen,
Honan :—** There is much ill-feeling against
us on the street at present for some unknown
cause. Every day, on my way to the Hospi-
tal, I have to pass a crowd of gamblers, who
are very imsolent, and who carry on their
nefarious employment from morning ull
night in the shade of a big tree.”
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Doung People’'s Societics.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEER'S “ PLAN
OF STUDY.”

Coxouctsd By THE REv. R D. FRASER, CONVENER.

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study
for 1898 bear the general title, *Somé
Books, Fields, and Men,” and are soar-
ranged as to be adapted to the various
soris of Young People’s Societies. Theyare
:get down for the second weekly meeting of
each month, and the Topic istreatedin
tthe Record of the month preceding, in
order that Societies may have the mater-
dals for the meeting on hand well inad-
wance. :

Attention is drawn to the fact thata
specially prepared Topic Card for Presby-
terian Y.P.S.C.E.’S is published by the
¢ Record *’ at €0 ccnis per 100. Less than
fifty, one cent each. Ib i3 issued by ar-
rangement with the Assembly’s Com-
mittee, and embraces the * Uniform »
Topies, the Monthly Topics of the Plan of
Study, and the Questions on the Shorter
Catechism for each meeting throughout
the year. A Booklet containing tho same,
matter and, in addition, Daily Readings
for the whole year, is also ready, at $1.00
per 100. Less than fifty, one anda half
cents each. Orders for the Topic Cards
or Booklets should be sent to Rev. E. Scott,
Y. M. C. A. Building, Montreal.

¢BARLY PIONEERS OF THE HOME
MISSION FIELD.” Matthew 10:1-5.
‘Topic for Week beginning February x3th.
LITERATURE,

Prof. Gregg’s Short History of Presby-
‘terianism in Canada, $1.00. Dr. Patterson’s
life of Dr. James DMeGregor; McBeth’s
‘Selkirk Settlers in Real Life, i5¢; Articles
on Dr. Black in Westminster of 1897 by'
Prof. Bryce. These works treat of the
Pioneers of whom sketches are given
below.

Dr. Canniff’s History of Canada ; Croil’s
Statistical and Historical Report; The
Life of the Rev. Dr. R bert Burns; and,
The Life of the Rev. Dr. Machar, of King-
ston, also furnish useful information.

Points For The Programme.
Examples from the Gospels, of pioneer-

ing.

Pioneers aid pioneer work in the Acts
of the Apostles.

A short paper on the early settlers; bugh
1life, hardships, ete.

A brief account of one or more of the
pioneers sketched in the Record.

A list of othersbelonging to the locality.

A brief paper comparing the condition
ofthings in the early times and now, say
in each of tho Provinces.

Reminiscences from the old settlers,
where any of these survive.

A great deal of valuable information
may be gathered by the young people
through conversation with these old vete-
rans, and their presence in the meeting
would be interesting.

REV. JAMES McGREGOR, D. D.
BY REV. JOIN MACMILLAN, B.D., HALIFAX.

Dr. McGregor was the 9'h minister who
labored in Nova Scotia. His predecessors
were (—

The Rev. Jas. Lyon who came in 1765 ;
Rev. Samuel Kinlock, 1766; Rev. Jas.
Murdock, 1766; Rev. Daniel Cock, 1770;
Rev. David Smith, 1771 ; Rev. Thomas
Russell, 1783; Rev. George Gilmore, 1784 ;
Rev. Hugh Graham, 1785. )

All th se men labored in different parts
of the Provinces with almost apostolic
zeal and their names should be household
words in. every community in our land.
They sowed the seed, of which we are joy-
fully reaping the harvest.

In 1784 the people of Pictou sent a peli-
tion to Scotland earnestly requesting a
minister who could preach in both Gaelic
and English. The population of the whole
county at that time was only about 500.
Many of that number were disbanded
goldiers who carried with them the-vices
ofarmy life and cared nothing forreligion.
Most, however, were Highlanders, who,
when they came to anew land, did not
forget their God or leave their religion
behind them. They assembled frequently
for worship on the Sibbath, even though
they hadno minister. Occasionally Messrs.
Lyon, Cock, Smith, and others, visited
them and preached to them the precious
Gospel. These visits were highly prized,
but they longed earnestly for a seftled
pastor.

Their petition was answered, and Rev.
James McGregor, then about 256 years of
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age, arrived at Halifax on the 11th June,
1786, and prcceeded at once to Pictou.
He was charged by the Synod that seng
him, not to make Seceders, but Christians,
and that charge he ncver forgot. Con-
sidering all the circumstances, the pro-
spect of a useful and happy ministry at
home, and the prospect of dangers and
difficulties and deprivations in Nova
Beutia, he exhibited a self denial not sur-
passed by any missionaries to heathen
lands in modern times.

When he reached Pictou, his heart
almost failed him. He wrote afterwards,
“1 looked on myself as an exile from
church and country.” When, however,
he found himself warmly welcomed by
the settlers and saw the great need of his
ministrations, his gloom passed away and
he set to work with apostolic enthusiasm
and heroism.

The people were all poor. It was a
difficult matter to secure the necessaries,
not to speak of the comforts, of life.
There were no roads, no miils, no shops,
no schools, no comfortable houses. le
had no new books or papers,no ministerial
brethren to cheer him, no communication
from the outside world. A whole year
passed before he received word from his
friends in Scotland. Often his mostluxur-
ious bed was a little straw on the floor,
and his daintiest fare a potato. He labor-
ed fifteen months before he received a
shilling of his salary.

Notwithstanding all these discourage-
ments he worked on with ferventzeal and
faithfulness, preaching, visiting, catechiz-
ing. Often he took long journeys on foot
over bad roads and through trackless
forest. He preached in private houses, in
barns, in the open air, whereveran oppor-
tunity offered.

Nor were his labours confined to Pictou.
After thesecond year, until the infirmities
of old age prevented him, he spent several
weeks every summer in visiting destitute
localities in all the Maritime Provinces.
He made many long and toilsome journcys
through Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and
Prince Edward Island, scattering sunshine
all along his way. It was his highestjoy
to deny himself for Christ and his fellow-
men. He could not, unmoved, behold the
moral wilderness all around him. Ifthere
had been many more ministers like Dr,

McGuegor in the Maritime Provinces at
that time, the religious and moral char-
acter for which Pictou Presbyterians are
noted would hkave prevailed everywhere.

For nine years Dr. DMcGregor labored
alone. In 1795 Rev.Duncan Ross and Rev.
John Brown arrived, and on the 7th July
was formed the first Presbytery with which
Dr. McGregor was really connected;
although it was the second Presbytery in
Nova Scotia. Dr. McGregor was twice
married. His descendants have exerted a
powerful influence for good to the present
day.

He was a man of strong faith, broad
charity, wondrous patience and endurance,
ardent zeal, tender sympathy, and self-
denying bepevolence. As an instance of
his generosity it issaid that during the
first three years of his ministry, though his
salary was very small, he gave £50 for the
redemption of a colored woman from
slavery. At times he had bitter enemies
and pergecutors, but he lived and died
loved and venerated by all classes and
creeds. An Episcopalean said, ‘‘he was
most like what I could suppose Christ to
havebeen of any man I have ever seen.”

Early in 1828 he had a severe stroke of
paralysis, but he soon resumed work and
continued to discharge all the duties of
the ministry till, on 3rd March, 1830,
he had another stroke, and was trans-
lated to heaven. ‘‘ He being dead yeb
speaketh.”?

REV. ROBERT McDOWALL.
BY REV. PROFESSOR GREGG, TORONTO.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada,
especially in the province of Ontario, is
greatly indebted to the Reformed Dutch
Church of the United States, whose atten-
tion was turned to this province as a field
of missionary labors, so early ag the year
1798. In this year, the Classis of Albany
sent to Ontario the Rev. Robert McDowall,
whose faithful and toilsome services in
helping to lay the foundation of the Pres-
byterian Church in this land deserve to be
held in grateful remembrance.

Robert McDowall was born in the United
States, of Scottish parentage, and licensed
to preachin 1790. On coming to Canada
he labored ag 2 migsionary, preaching and
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organizing congregations in different
places between klizabethtown (Brockville)
and York (Toronto).

He found the people very hungry for the
Bread of Life and very attentive to the
preaching of the Word. He had several
invitations to settle, among others, one
from Elizabethtown, which he seriously
thought of accepting ; but he finally, in
1800, accepted the call from a congrega-
tion on the Bay of Quinte, embracing the
townships of Adolphustown, Emerstown,
and Fredericksburgh.

In this year, 1800, there were, besides
himself, only three other Presbyterian
ministers settled in Ontario, the Rev.
Messrs. Bethune of Glengarry, Breeffle of
Williamsburgh, and Coller of Simcoe.
Before 1800, however, there had been sent
to Canada, besides Mr. McDowall, dve
other missionaries from the Reformed
Dutch Church; but they did not remain
in the country, as he did.

At a meeting of the Reformed Dutch
Chureh, held at Albany in 1806, 2 commu-
nication from Mr. McDowall was read, in
which he described the difficulties he had
to contend with in Canada. He found that
the enemy had come in like a flood and
had disseminated principles which were
subversive of the fundamentals both of
religion and morals. The doctrines of
grace had been misrepresented, and then
tnrned into ridicule.

The scene of his labors extended beyond
his own congregation from Elizabethtown
to York. He was wont to preach from six
to nine times in the week. His constitu-
tion had been debilitated by bis excessive
labors. Feeling himselfin a manner alone
he palhetically appealed for helpfrom the
Synod.

His appeal was not in vain., Several
brethren were sent to assist him, The
result of bis and their labors was that,
besides the three townships to which he
ministered on the Bay of Quinte, fifteen
other preaching stations or congregations
were organized, before the year 1816. One
of these was in Elizabetbtown, where Mr.
Alexander Morris, grandfather of the late
ex-Governor of Manitoba, was President of
the consigstory. Another was in York
(Toronto) whse first Presbyterian congre-
gation was organized in 1810, by one of the
Reformed Duteh missionaries, who is re-

ported to have spent ~*zhteen weeksin a
missionary tour around Lake Ontario.

After the close of the war between
England and the United States (1812-1815),
the Reformed Dutch Church quietly aban-
doned its missionary operations in the
Canadian fleld. But Mr. McDowall re-
mained at his post as pastor of the congre-
gation on the Bay of Quinte, withdrawing
from the Classis of Albany and becoming a
member of the Presbytery of the Canadas,
which had been formally organized in 1818
chiefly by Secession ministers from Scot-
land and Ireland. He afterwards joined
the Synod of Canada in connection with
the Church of Scotland, which was organ-
ized at Kingston in 1831.

He died on the 3rd of August,1841, in the
74th year of his age. His remains lie in-
terred near the old Church, in South
Fredericksburgh, in which he had long
ministered. His name is a houschold
word in Western Canada and especially in
the neighborhood of the Bay of Quinte, in
which the memory of his faithful and
laborious ministry is cherished.

A neat memo.iial church, recently eract-
ed in the locality, attests the respect and
esteem entertained for him by the des-
cendants of the families of the past gener-
ation, who loved and prized him as their
minister.

A further testimony to his ability and
worth as an expounder and defender of
great fundamental doctrines, may befound
in what are now rare copies—highly prized
by their owners—of a series of discourses
which he delivered and published on the
Livine decrees, predestination and elec-
tion,founded on Ephesians 1: 3,4,5, and 11,
These prove him to have been a profound
theologian and an able controversialist.

For several years after his settlement
Mr. MeDowall was the only Presbyterian
minister in the central part of the Pro-
vince of Ontario, and as Mcthodist minis-
ters were not then permitted by the laws
of thke Province to celebrate marriages he
was very frequently appealed to to unite
in wedlock those Protestants who did not
belong to the Church of England.

In a book keptfor the purpose, there are
records of 752 marriages celebrated by him
between 1810 and 1822. The whole num-
ber of marriages which he celebrated, till
1836, is estimated at 1,100, This fact may,
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to some extent, account for the fondness
with which his memory is so generally
cherished in Belleville, Kingston, Picton,
and allaround the Bay ot Quinté, not only
by Presbyterians, but also, notwithstand-
ing his Calvinism, by Methodists and
others.

REV. DR. JOHN BLACK, OF KILDONAN-

BY REV, JAS, BLACK, LATE OF CALE-
DONIA, ONT.

John Black was born in Dumfrieshire?
Scotland, inthe year 1818, Hewas trained
in one of the best of the parish schools of
his native county,and afterwardsengaged
in teaching. In 1841 he came, with his
father’s family, to the United States,
where he resided with them for three
years, teaching and pursuing hisstudies.
Bven before leaving Scotland he had
resolved to prepare for the Christian
ministry. Cherishing a deep affection for
thechurch of his fathers, he was led toseek
connection with the Presbyterian Church
of Canada, as closely identified with the
church of his native land.

‘When Enox College was opened in 1844,
he was present in Toronto, waiting for it
to begi1 its work. Ithink his name was
the first upon the list of the students of
the first session of that Institution. There,
during four sessions, he pursued his studies
with diligence and success, each year
taking bursaries or prizes.

During the summers of 1845 and 1846, he
took no small share of pioneer Home
Mission work in what is now the Province
of Ontario.

In 1847, the ¢‘Students’ Missionary
Society »’ resolved to enter onthe work of
French Evangelization, and because John
Black had some knowledge ofthe French

The only settlement, exclusive of the
golitary posts of the fur traders, was the
Selkirk settlemento: the banks of the Red
River, 2 few miles {, the south of Lake
Winnipeg. This settlement had been
founded 30 years before by Lord Selkirk
who brought thither a little colony of
Sutherland Highlanders. They had their
full share of perils and hardship; but
what they considered the greatest hard-
ship was that the promise to send them a
minister of their own beloved church had
not been fulfilled. Erglish Church clergy-
men came to thesettlement, although most
of the settlers were Presbyterians.

‘While the settlers availed themselves
of the preaching services of these minis-
ters of the Church of England, they still
adhered to their own Presbytrrian Church,
and still continued to petition and labour
and pray that their eyes might see their
own teacher.

Their case was at length brought ander
the notice of the ** Presbyterian Church of
Canada,” and was taken up with special
carnestness and energy by Dr. Burns, of
Toronto. John Black was prevailed upon
to undertake the mission, and with only a
few hours notice entered upon his long
and arduous journey. This journey can be
made now in little more than two days.
In the year 1851, John Black was some
cight weeks by the way. Of the toils-and
hardships of that and subsequentjourneys
we cannot here give a description, but a
trip to India or China in the present day,
is a light matter compared to what a
journey to the Red River Settlement then
was.

After 30 years of longing and waiting it
wasg little wonder that they gave their
minister a joyous welcome. Little wonder

was it that man;7 shed tearsof joy and

language, selected him as their missionary. thankfulness. Immediately after his arri-
At the close of his college course, in 1848,|val three hundred Presbyterians left the

he was licensed by thePresbytery of Mont-
real, and entered upon his French work in
Lower Canada. Forthree years he labor-
ed in connection with the French Canadian
Missionary Society.

It was while engaged in French work
that the call came tohim to enter umpon
what proved to be his life-work in the
Great North-West Territories, and was at
that time under the government of the
Hudson Bay Oompany.

English Church no more to return to it.
They had erected & manse in the prospect
of 3 minister being sent. This for a time
they used as a place of worship, but,
before long, set themselves energetically
to the work of erecting & substantial
church.

There John Black entered on his work,
and there for eleven years he laboured
alone. Forsome years he was the only
Presbyterian minister in British territory
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between Sarnia and the Pacific Ocean.
With energy and great Christian wisdom
he organized Presbyterianism in the con-
gregation of Kildonan, a congregation yet
to become the mother and the model of
many others. Kildonan was the rentre
from which the influence ofthe Gospel of

Christ in its Presbyterian aspect was to’

flow out to new settlements as they should
be formed, and to it he gave his chief
attention.

But his missionary lahkors extended to
the district around, and the congregations
of Little Britain and Headingly owe their
origin to his zeal. He also conducted
gervices among the employees of the
Hudson Bay’s Company in Fort Garry,
where a congregation was formed, the
beginning of the large and numerous con-
gregations now in the city of Winnipeg.

For eleven years he labored alone. In
the year 1862, that devoted missionary,
Rev. James Nesbit, was sent to assist him
in his work. When Mr. Nesbit, after two
or three years of faithul labor in the Red
River Settlement, went with his com-
panions, from Kildonan, to establish the
Indian Mission at Prince Albert, other
helpers were sent from Canada to
strengthen the hands of Mr. Black.

At length Canadian connection was
formed ; settlers from the East began to
come in ; new missionary laborers arrived
in numbers, and before Dr. Black’s death
the city of Winnipeg had sprung up, a
strong Presbytery had been formed, and
the commencement made of that grand
missionary movement which has occupied
the whole North West from Lake Superior
to the Pacific Ocean.

Dr. Black’s labors in connection with vhe
establishment of Manitoba College are
worthy of special notice. It waslargely
through his influence and efforts that that
Institution was brought into existence,
and nursed through its early years. Now
it is the fraitful source ofsupply of well
quaiified laborers for the Mission field
of the North-West. '

In January 1882, at the age of sixty-four,
John Black wascalled to his reward. For
thirty-one years, in the large Home
migsion field of the North-West, he had
borne the burden and heat of the dajy.
Perhaps his days were shortened by the
excessive hardships he was called toen-

dure. The work was donethat the Master
designed him to accomplish. To him it
has beensaid, ‘ Welldone goodandfaith-
ful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.” He rests from his labours
and his works do follow him.

REV. ROBERT JAMIESON.
BY J.C, BROWN, EsQ., NEW WESTMINSTER,

The Rev. Robert Jamieson, the pioneer
in British Columbia of the Canada Presby-
terian Church, entered upon the work of
the ministry at Belturbet, Ireland, in 1853,
and emigrated to Canada in 1856. Me war
stalioned first at Dunville, afterwards at
York Mills.

On Thursday, Dec. 10th, 1861, within
Knox Church, Toronto, he was designated
as the first missionary of the Church to
British Columbia. Early in the new year,
he arrived in Victoria, where he found
Rev. John Hall, from the Irish Presbyter-
ian Church, who gave him a hearty wel-
come,

It was decided that Mr. Jamieson should
go on to New Westminster, where he was
received with open arms by the Presby-
terians, and where he at once proceeded
to organize the congrecgation of St. An-
drew’s. A manse and a church were soon
erected, the people subscribing in the first
year, for all purposes, over $3,000.

For four years, Mr, Jamiéson worked un-
ceasingly in the interests of his congrega-
tion and of the community. There was no
school in the town, and Mr, Jamieson was
urged to start one, which he did, conduct-
ing it himself, until he secured a teacher
and obtained a grant of $500 from the
Government, to supplement the fees,

From a sketch of those early days, writ-
ten some years since, I quote this descrip-
tion of the work: ‘It can easily be ima-
‘ oined that a population of adventurous
‘“men, ebbing and flowing almost with the
‘“ frequency, but by no means with the
“ regularity, of thetides, was not the best
“from which to build up a settled congre-
“gation. For many years there wasno
‘““Session, and the Board of Management
“was chosen from those who could be in-
“duced to serve. Whether it was the
“patching ofa roof or the education of
“the children—for the Church preceded
“the public school—the pastor was the
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“leader, the organizer; often, as in the
“gchool, the worker; nothing was too
“laborious to be attempted, nothing too
‘“‘trivial to be attended to, ifit contributed
“to the success of the work he had set
‘“himself to do.”

After four years, the Rev.D. Duff, who
had been laboring under much discourag-
ment in Cariboo, relieved Mr. Jamieson
who wished to go to Nanaimo, and do over
again there the work of a pioneer. Mr.
Duff held out for about eighteen months,
but the town was declining a~d he felt ib
his duty to return to Ontaric, leaving a
number of warm friends who still cherish
the memory of his good work.

Meantime, Mr. Jamieson had established
a healthy and growing church in Nanaimo,
and felt that he could not leavei}; so St.
Andrew’s had to depend on its own mem-
bers to keep it open. It isno small testi-
mony to the characterofthe “foundation”
work, that they were found equal to the
task; and when, after some ecighteen
months, the Rev. W, Aitken came out to
take charge of Nanaimo, Mr. Jamieson
found St. Andrew’s ready to receive him.
He found also a very hearty welcome to
the scene of his first efiorts.

But the pioneering was not done. Up
and down the Frasger, there were the
beginnings of what are now prosperous
agricultural settlements. At Langley,
Meaple Ridge,and Richmond, Mr. Jamieson
established churches, and continued for a
number of years to give them such supply
as he could. Summer and winter, rain or
shine, he went about hisself-imposed task.

Three services a day, with fifteen to
twenty miles travel in a canoe, under a
cold drizzle, or a scorching sun, as an
interlude, coupled with all the usual hard-
ships of work in an isolated field, and the
special trial oi constantly facing the ques-
tion of duty—to go on where progress was
80 slow or to seek a wider sphere of use-
fulness—small wonder if these broke down
a constitution never robust, so that Mr.
Jamieson found himself an old man before
his fiftieth year!

Shortly after Confederation (1871) things
began to improve, and {he Church of Scot-
land took up work in the Province, so that
Mr. Jamieson was able to devote himself
entirely to St. Andrew’s.

Then a controversy arose aboub the

route in the Province or the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and another period of
stagnation supervened. The new men
were recalled or went away, and Mr.
Jamieson was again almost alone. To the
faitk and courage which enabled him to
stand at his post, Presbyterianism in Brit-
ish Columbia owes much.

At length he had the satisfaction of see-
ing the beginning of something like an
assured prosperity ; but hiswork was done.
Early in 1884, the congregation decided
that the time had come for it to stand
alone, without help from the funds, and
just as this decision was reached,
Mr. Jamieson was prostrated by ill-
ness 8o severe that hislife was despaired
of.

Compelled to resign, his congregation
voted him a liberal retiring allowance,
and in every way strove to mark its
appreciation of his life work. He rallied
sufficiently to retain the chaplaincy of the
penitentiary, and when his health per-
mitted he was always ready to supply a
vacant pulpit. He died in Septembe:,
1893, at the comparatively early age of 64.

Mr. Jamieson was emphatically a strong
man. With natural abilities of a high
order, a well-stored mind, a humor that
was a quaint mixture of the racy Irish and
the dry Scotch, a restless energy and
dauntless courage, he was one to be reck-
oned with in any matter in wbich he had a
part.

He preached the old gospel of salvation
through a crucified and risen Saviour, and
as a preacher he has had a fiw equalsin
the Province. On the platform, too, while
health permitted him to take part in the
discussion of public questions, be wasa
power.

In one respect he was intolerant:
he had a quick, fierce, contempt for false-
hood and lies. A sentence-from a com-
memorative sermon preached by the Rev.
A. Dunn, himself a pioneer, might be taken
as Mr. Jamieson’s epitaph: ¢ He spared no
man’s sin or unbelief, he courted no
man’s favor. and he feared no man’s
face.”

Not until the pioneers and their children
have passed away will the memory of Mr,
Jamieson and of the workhe did for hig
Master and his Church fade in British
Columbia, .
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DATE OF CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCH,.

The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the
Accounts for the year close on the 31st March. All contributions intended to go into
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date.
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7

)
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FORM OF BEQUEST.

“I leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in

figures]—to the ..cueeeeeecnnnnnns Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,—(Here
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the
Treasurer for the time being, of the said.......... eeeerraeanes Fund, shall be a good and

sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”

LITERARY NOTICES.

LEAFLETS ON BAPTISM, a series of 24four
page leafletson‘*What the Bible saysabout
Baptism,” by Rev. W. A, Mackay, D.D.
of Woodstock, Ont., recommended by a
committee of the Presbyterian Ministerial
Association of Toronto. Supplied in quan-
tities at one cent each. Each Leaflet
treats ofsome distinctive point, and the
whole serics covers well the whole ground
of the subject. The above recommenda-
tion is one of the best, the price is very
small. Send a quarter to Woodstock and
geb a sample sories. Try them.

on the InternationalS. S. Lessons. Fleming
H. Revell Co., Toronto, 460 pages. Price

|$1.25. The book contains many a gem

from the author’s own pen as well as from
many others.

From the Opea Court Publishing Co.,
we havereceived twobooksbyPaul Carus;
one entitled  Buddhism and its Christian
critics,” price$1.25. The other ¢ Nirvana,
a story of Buddhist Philosophy.”? The two
books may be taken as supplemental.
The former is a scientific, historical,state-
ment of Buddhism ; the latter an illustra-
tive story. We do not know very much
about Buddhism, and if the anthor’s state-

TuE SToRY OF CANADA, a neatlittle book ; ments regarding it are to be mearured by

of 175 pages, by Howard Angus Kennedy ;
one of the ** Empire Series ; *’ others being
the stories of India, Australia, S.Africa,
New Zealand. Published by Horace Mar-
shall and Son, London. Price 1s86d. In
sixteen chapters, in brief, concise, form, is
told the story of the Dominion, from the
first coming of the white man, to the
present day. The series will be valuable
as giving in brief compass an idea of the
world wide British Emgire.

SUGGESTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS, in the Gos-

pelaccording to Matthew, from all sources,
for the use of leaders of prayer mesting,

C.E.’s 8. S, Teachers, pastors, by Rev, F.

N. Pcloubet, D.D.,author of *‘ select notes®,

his conceptmns of Christianity, oar ignor-
aance is likely to continue. The beauty of
ihe astory book isits workmanship, on soft
Japanese paper, printed and illustrated in
beautiful oriental style in ¢ glimmering,
shimmering, quaint, Japan.”?
TG~

The reason why nine-tenths can be made
to go so far, when one-tenth has been
given to God, is because the honest gift of
one-tenth securcs God’s blessing upon the
nine-tenths, as it cannot be obtained in
any other way.—Sel.

t It matters not what a man lores, if he
saves his soul jbut if be loser his soul it
matters not what hesaves




