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MorTo FOR

THE YEAR.

““Workers together with Him.”

PRAYER ToOpIC.

For Mr and Mrs Archibald and Miss Wright that the seed long and faithfully

~own at Cl#eacole may soon yield a faithful harvest.

For all the native hel-

pers on this field.

Sagrested Programme for March.

Hymx.
Prayerby th? leader. All joining in
“Phe Lovdl’s Prayer” at the close.

ARIPTURE réading, responsive, Rev. 7 :

9-—17.
Hyax.
Reapiyg, “Tidings.”
PRAYER.
SEVERAL
Japan.
PraveR for these countries.
Hymx.
MINUTES of last meeting.
CLOSING prayer.

readings on China, Africa,

AP AN LSS ST

Suggested Programme for April.

Hyux.

PravER, rememberifg the topic.

SCRIPTURE, John 17.

Hyus.

Reapixg, “Tidings.”

SEVERAL Xayers.

ReApING, Report on Grande Ligne in
Year Boak 1896, P. 61.

Hyms.

MivivTEs of last’ meeting.

CLOSING Pm’v’er.

By sending to Miss Myra J. Black,
Amhmst several rendm% i (Jmnde
Ligne may be had.

LETTER FOR TIDINGS.

LEdmonton, Alberta.
Nov. 19, 189G.
Dear Sisters :

Having been requested to write for
“Tidings” I presuine that I am expect-
ed to speak especially of this corner of
our great North West—concernirg
which alone I can speak from experi-
ence. My experience has however.
given me clear impressions ¢concerning
the fusure of this district and strong
convictions of its importance as a field
for Baptist Mission work. At the same
time I may further preface my “Tid-
ings” by expressing what I believe to
be a well-fuunded assurance that this is
but one of many points in Manitoba
and the North West where a consistént
application of your principles will lead
to a more vigorous support of our work.
Without discussing the advantages or
disadvantages of this country asa place
for settlement, its future settlement is
an assured thing. That settlement may
be effected more rapidly than wethink.
The incoming tide must be met early
and turned into channels of gospel
privilege. Tt will be a short-sighted
prudence that waits till the tide is
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high. Hecre was the grmd mistake of
the Baptists regarding Manitobn—as
well as points in the Territories. Con-
sequently we find many churches still
needing vutside help, where, had the
work been taken up in time and pros-
ceuted vigorously, there migat e to-
day strong  scli-supjorting  churches.
The first era in the settlement of the
Canadian West is past—and with it
have passed the oppurtunities which
every flood-tide of settiement presents.
Unless “all signs fail” a unew era is
about to begin.  Let it find us ready-
Let the old chanuels be widened by a
generous suppurt, and new ones dug
broad and deep as opportunity invites.
In my opinion Edmonton distriet de-
mands now the former work, and cre-
1ong will need the latter.

With a map of the Duminion lnefurv
you, journey with me to Edmuonton. To
our fathers in the Maritime provinces,
Ontario was “the West.” To the pres-
est generation Manitoba was long the
outpost of civilization. To-day Win-
nipeg is but a “halfway house” tu our
real Canadian West. Halifax to Tor-
onto, Torontu to Winnipeg, Winnipeg
to Edmonton give three stages of about
equal length. (Nor am Jsure, by the
way, that in twenty )ears time the
first three places need be ashamed to
be named with the fourth as places of
gre:%t, importance. )

For many years Fort Edmonton was
a trading post of the Hudsen Bay
Company. When the railway reached
it, it quickly became a town of size
and business importance—the business
centre of the district to which it gives
its name. Large hopes for its future
growth are, I believe, reasonably bas-
od on resources in sight. From here
the regions of the far porth are plerced

—provisions carried to trappers and
trading posts, and furs brought wo be
re-shipped to American, Canadian and
European markets.  This  Northern
trade does and will for an indefinite
time contribute largely to the business
done here. )

The mineral resources also consti-
tute a growing source of wealth. An
inexhaustible supply of conl (eropping
out at intervals tor miles along the
river bank) means not unly as now
cheap fuel for lucal consumption, but
will be of vast importance for distribu-
tion through the North West, with
growth of pupulation and of facilities
for carriage.

The gravel beds of the district are
rich in gold dust, which has already
yielded no small treasure to the pion-
cer gold-washier, and with improved
methods now being adopted, will cun-
tribute increasingly to the busincss of
the district.

But most important of all—as bear-
ing on the future growth of district
and tuwn—are the rich agricultural r.-
sources of Northern Alberta.  Though
we are jarther north than Manitoba.
the climate is su tar modified by rela-
ti+m to the Pacific and by other causes
as to be considerably less severe than
that of Manitoba. With a svil won-
deriully tertile and well adapted for
general farming, bhg only thing needed
to ensure rapid developement is a
convenient market. This is likely
quite soon (and sure in the eund) to be
furnished by the Province of British
Columbia, with its marvellous mineral
wealth, and its utter inability to raise
its own food.

But what has all this to do with
Baptist Missions? Much! If this
land ix to be possessed in the name of



industry and wealth, it must also be
possessed in the name of Christ.  And
whether in this spiritual conquest the
Baptists take the place they should,
depends something on you, my sisters.
and the churches you represent.

Let me now briefly review our work
in this district up to the present time.
A ].‘1'“ 29, 1892, seven Baptists met and
deeided to ask the Board for a mission-
ary. They also opencd a subscriy tion
list for weekly offerings for pastoral
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i support and decided to hold weekly
| prayer meetings. .

|

In Sept. 1892, a Sunday School was
arganized. TFeb. 19, 1893, Supt. Mel-
lick being preseut, eighteen members

of Baptist churches, residing in
and  near Edmonton,  organized.
the Edmonton Baptist Church, call-

ed the Rev. A. MeDonald to be pastor
{enarantceing $400 towards his salary)
and decided to build. Pastor MeDon-
ald began work in March 1893. A neat
brick chapel, cajable of scating 200
was completed in Jan. 1894, at total
cast  lor house and lot of %3300,
The situation is the 'most central in
town. The cost does not represent hux-
wrious furnishing but the high cost of
hilding in Edmon on. At its comple-
tion,there was a debt of$1,300. Though
this debt is to-day aheavy burden
to have avoided it by a cheaper loca-
! tion or building wounld have been dis-
! astrous. Indeed such alternative would
i not have precluded debt, for assistance
trom the Board was made dependant
" upan good location and building.
Regular services were now held at
" Edmonton, South Edmonton (on south
“ofriver) and Poplar Lake eight miles
from Edmonton, some of the members
residing in the latter places.
In April 1895 a caureh was organized
at 8. Edmonton with 19 members. In
 May 1895 Pastor McDonald resigned
i the jast rate of tho Edmonton Church
and aceepted that of the 8. Edmonton
: Chmreh.  The latter Church now re-
ports 35 members, resident in 8. Ed-
monton and other points south of the
nver. An outgrown schoulhouse was
purchased and fitted into a neat chapel.
The Edmonton Church remained

pastorless until June 1896 when the
writer came to the ﬁel(l—including Ed-
monton and other points north of
River. In July 1896, the third chureh
in the district was organized at Stur-
geon River 18 miles north of Edmon-
ton, with 15 members, of whom all but
four had brought letters from Nebraska,
whenee they had removed to Alberta.
Mr. McDonald held some special ser-
vices here 1ast winter which resulted
in revived interest and some conver-
sions. Sinece the organization of the
church several have been added by let-
ter and seven by baptism, and othiers
are now ready to present their letters.
The greatuced is a student pastor who
could reside at this point. Ifthe work
1s to be properly developed in the
three townshiy s in which the members
of the Sturgeon church are secttled,
more work must be done than ean he
by the Edmonton pastor with any
justice to the work at the latter place.

The Idmonton church has had on
its books up to the present time 86
names.  Of these there have beén dis-
missed to the S. Edmonton chureh 24,
to the Sturgeon church four, and to
other churches four. There havebeen
lost by death and exelusion 10. - Thus
the jpresent membership is 44. Of
this number nine are strictly non-
resident, 17 others are virtually such,
being settlers living at varicus points
in northern Alberta from eight te sixty
miles from Edmonton, while but 18
now reside in Edmonton.

Thus the parent church stauds to-
day about where it was at its organi-
zation In point of real numerical
strength.  Finanecially the present
resident members are weaker than
those who organized the church.
Bravely have these shouldered the
burdens left to them. The members.
living away from town are inh nearly
every case. those who, without capital,
bave undertaken to make a home in a
new land. They are thus unable to
give any great assistance to the church.

A glance at o - church life may be
of interest:  Witnout putting our trust
in intricate organization, we are trying
to develope activity along all possible



lines.  While with our present forces
the aggregate results may not be large,
we hope by utilizing these forces to
realize on the promise, *“To him that
hath shall be given.” Our S.8.is well
sustained and growing in interest.
The Woman's Mission Cirele works for
foreign and home missions and has a
quick eye and ready hand {or the help-
less in our own town. The Cirele also
sustains a shurt prayer meeting beJore
the Sunday evening service. Besides
the Wednesday evening prayer and
social service the Young People's
Union meets for devotional service and
the Sacred Literature Course on Friday
evening.

A complete survey of the Baptist
cause in Northern Alberta must in-
clude notice of the German Baptist
work. At LeDue, 20 miles =outh tfrom
Edmonton is a church with 142 resi-
dent members, and at Ataskwan an-
other of 52 members at last report.

In conclusion, returning to the Eng-
lish work, if the main points now oc-
cupied are thoroughly worked, with
the blessing of God a lew years will
show sclf-supporting churches able
and willing to aid the further advance
of our principies iu the North-west and
throughout the world. On the other
hand with the measure of support so
often made necessary by the inade-
quate resources of the Board these and
many other churches in the west may
cke out a miserable existence for an
indefinite period and be as far as ever
from self-support at a time when shey
should have repaid for the evangeliza-
tion of the world more than had been
expended upon them. Trusting that
the facts I have recounted may prove
of some interest and stimulus,

I am,
Yours in the Master’s service,
CHAS. B. FREEMAN.
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Notes for Tidings.

Home Missiohs. It has been brought
to our notice by the Sec’y of Home
. Missions Com. that there has been a
falling off in the contributions for that

object.  Will not each society devise ';

some means by which our contribu-
tlons will be increased 7 Not that we
should do }ess_for Foreign Missions, but
that at this time we will add to our
gifts to Home Missions.

Now is a goud time for those, whose
greatest interest is given to the home
field, to make their offerings.

'Theﬁel(l is the world and the North-
West, Grand Ligne, etc., form part of
the world. Let ns be stirring, soon
our last opportunity will come.

The Prov. Sec’y for N. B. would ask

each Aid Society to please notice the

following :

1st.  Will you have the Constitution
read in the regular meeting of your
Suciety, at.least once a quarter ?

2nd.  Will the Societies pleuse re-
member that all moneys raised by us
as a body, should be sent to the
I.:rez}sure'* Mrs. Mary Smith, Amherst,
N. 8, whether for H. M. or F. M, and

also to state whether the H. M. money

is for N. B Con. That is easily done,
but if you simply say for N. B. in re-
gard to this money, yon only puzzle
the Treasurer. Please state if for N.
B. Convention.

3rd. What are your Mission Bands
doing ?

A new Aid Society has been formed
in Lewisville, a branch of 1st Moncton.
No list of officers has been sent the
Prov. Sec'y, so their names are not at
hand. '

our new Society at Penlyn is work-
ing. Mrs. Wm. Payce, Pres., Mrs. J.
R.Lunny, Treas., Miss Amy Peck, Vice,
Mrs Wm. Leckey, Sec'y, Mrs. H. El-
kin, Auditor.
should have the prayers of all.

The letters from the Societies all
over the province breathe a spirit of
devotion that is very encouraging.

If every sister would do twice as
much as she did last year, by bringing
a new member who would do as much,
Think of the gain! :

Yours in the work,
M. 5. Cox,

Prov. see’y, N.B.

This little band of ten-
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