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<-Association
ANNUAL MEETING

DND DAY. (AFTERNOON SESSION)
a o’clock p. m.

I The president in the chair called 
Convention to order, and called 

Mr. Creelman, Superintendent 
I Farmers Institutes to address the 

ention.
Creelman : Mr. Chairman, 

lies and Gentlemen : It is an un- 
cted pleasure for me to be called 

to say a few words to the O. B.
. this afternoon. It has been my 

sure to be connected with the 
artment of Agriculture and a few 

ago in conversation with the 
D. Mr. Dryden and Mr. James they 

sted that as I had not been in 
abit of attending the O. B. K. 

I whereas it had been my privilege 
tend ihe other Agricultural As- 
ations of the Province, that it 

be a good idea if I would come 
1 get acquainted with, as they 

, “as good a lot of fellows as there 
1 the Province of Ontario.” I am 

[to get acquainted ; and probably 
Jhe fact that I do not know you 

' not know exactly what you 
ng except as I have read your

reports and heard from you through 
the press, I may be able to say some 
things from an unprejudiced and out
side standpoint that would have more 
weight than if I were in the ring as 
it were and intimately associated with 
you.

There never was a time in the 
history of agriculture in the province

of Ontario when farmers were so 
anxious for information as they are 
to-day. I am sure of that. Last 
week only in the city of Guelph we 
had assembled there 20,000 peoplî: 
from the farms of the province of 
Ontario to look, to listen to addresses 
and to see the products of the farm in
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the shape of live stock. There never 
was a time from eight o’clock in the 
morning till late at night when one 
fourth of the people could be accom
modated in the lecture room we had 
prepared. Therefore you will under
stand why I say that there never was 
a time when the people of the farms 
were thirsting for knowledge along 
their own lines as they are to-day. 
That class room was kept constantly 
filled with people asking questions 
along the lines of bacon production, 
better beef, better mutton, better 
poultry for Canada. Those four 
topics particularly interested that 
great crowd of people. (Now it seems 
to me that there is coming to be just 
as great a demand among the rank 
and file for a better knowledge in 
reference to bee culture, as could 
have said a few years ago there was 
in reference to some other things.

Take our poultry industry. You 
will say all of our farmers keep 
poultry but they do not all keep bees. 
That is true, but there is no industry 
that is independent of the other.

. Progress in one line makes progress in 
another. In the poultry industry a 
few years ago a few men bred fancy 
poultry for fancy purposes. Feathers 
were considered to be more valuable 
from their standpoint than flesh. A 
chicken that had a certain kind of a 
ring around its neck or was of a 
certain color was considered to be 
worth so much money, whereas if it 
did not have those special markings 
it was not worth anything like that. 
To-day we have come down to a more 
practical basis, and the chicken that 
is built like a shorthorn, built to put 
on flesh, is the chicken which is being 
looked for in the market and which 
our breeders are coming to under
stand and beginning* to breed for. 
As an illustration of that, at the 
winter fair this year, with which the 
Ontario Poultry Association is affili

ated, there was one whole row of 
coops devoted to what we call the 
commonsencc or ordinary breeds of 
table fowl, Plymouth Rocks, Whyan- 
dottes, Brahamas and some of the 
others. There was hundreds of them 
where there used to be only a few in 
the show ring and so close is the 
competition that if a man comes in 
for the 8th or loth prize he thinks he 
has done pretty well at that show 
People are beginning to see if they 
can Mt from io to 15 cents a pound 
for plump fat poultry, well fed and of 
such a quality that you enjoy eating 
it, they find that is the kind of 
industry they want to devote them 
selves to.

The same thing might be said in 
reference tç bacon and things which 1 
few years ago were despised on the 
English market. In the old country 
market a few years ago anything 
Which was named Canadian in the 
tine of pork was thought to be notai 
all comparable with the Danish or 
Irish. The Canadians have simply 
fought their way into that market 
by putting up a superior quality of 
stuff. Our men joined together and 
manufactured a good article and lent 
their men over with it and placed it 
on the market and gave it to them in 
such a way that they were obliged to 
recognise that Canadians could 
produce just as good a quality of 
bacon as anyone else. And 
conservative as the Britain is,, 
sticking to his old line of eating j 
Danish and Irish bacon, when he got J 
a taste of our pea fed bacon he begin | 
to see that Britain might just aswelli 
give us the trade and give us the I 
money and today we are sendingovej 
thirteen to fourteen millions of dolls 

vof pork product to the English markd,! 
whereas a few years ago they were 
taking as it were only a few hundrrd 
dollars worth. The same is true ofj 
cheese. The Englishman did
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use half as much cheese as he does 
now; he depended upomthe 
continent for it or went to therffniraH 
States. The Canadians Said, we can 
produce just as good a quality of 
cheese as we can bacon ; our farmers 
are just-able to do it. The leaders 
of agriculture in Ontario said, our 
farmers are just as intelligent as the 

|. farmers in the old country, because 
they are from the same stock ; we 
have the climate and cheap land and 
pure water ; we can produce just ^s 
good a quality of cheese. Will you 
believe me when I tell you we have 
seventy percent of the entire English 
market in cheese to-day. This year 
over twenty-five million dollars have 
been spent by the English for cheese 

, produced in the Dominion of Canada 
and of course mostly in the Province 
of Ontario. We have got fifteen 
hundred cheese factories in this Prov
ince alone. Tney are eating it and 
liking it and saying, we want only So 

I and So's cheese ; we want it from 
I Perth, Middlesex, Simcoe, or lsome of 
I the other counties. They are cabling 
I here for it when they might write 
I across the channel to the Danish and 
[Holland people. That is proof 
[positive that the English market is 

not so conservative and that those 
Ipeople know a good thing when they 

: it. So if we can give them a taste 
of our best honey and can give them 
not only a taste but get them to order 
[quantities of it there is no possibility 
pf our over doing the honey business 

this country. I dont know that I 
km talking to a class of people that 
think that that is so, but most of our 
Associations have fallen into the habit 
kf grumbling a bit when there was 
pot always occassion for it. Our fruit 
nen a few years ago said “we must 
luit planting apple trees for there 
Till be so many apples we wont be 
|ble to get ten cents a bushel and 
>id then we will have to feed
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our apples to our pigs." They said 
there is no market Why? Because 
Englishmen had not tasted our apples 
as they have not tasted our turkey.‘But 
we said although we confess there is 
not one in ten who has ever tasted 
our apples” I am not speaking of the 
better class but of the rank and file 
of those great manufacturing towns 
“we have got to supply that market." 
We started them after our apples,got a 
taste of them, and now what happens? 
We have one man in Ontario who got 
an order for one hundred thousand 
barrels of Canadian apples. Such a 
thing was unheard of ten years ago.
Why have not apples gone up to be 
yvorth $5.00 a ban el? That is going 
too far but I may tell you that those 
who have persistently sprayed and 
taken care of particular varieties, the 
vaieties that the market demands, 
have never yet seen the year when 
they did not get a price for their 
apples which more than paid. Mr. 
Adam Harkness of Iroquois stated 
that they had never sold a barrel of 
apples this year for less than $3.50 
on the Ottawa market Macintosh 
Red and Flemish beauty—properly 
sprayed, no scab on them, and band
aged for the codling moth—and so 
realizing a big profit. If the very 
best stuff is produced and the taste is 
educated, there is no doubt that a 
market will follow for any of our farm 
products of Ontario. That being 
established, and I think you will 
agree with me that that is true, I 
want to say I would like to see and 
the department would like to see the 
bee-keepers of the province of Ontario 
spreading this information through
out the province so that the rank and 
file would get a better knowledge of 
the science of apiculture. There are 
too many make afailure of bee-keeping 
nearly every one of ushave started with 
a colony 0$ bees. By some misfortune 
pr good fortune I started into the bee-

31
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business but H. found from reading 
somebody’s book or trying to fihd out 
about the theory that some little thing 
was left out and by the time I wanted 
to gather in the honey the bees were 
dead, or whan I had the temperature 
just right in the cellar something else 
was taking my attention and I thought 
I could go with my overcoat on or in 
my shirt sleeves and I could test the 
temperature, or som< body would come 
over to our place and say,1'You fellows 
might just as well quit that, you 
cant raise bees, I have tried it and it 
is a failure.” There is not enough 
definite information given to indivi
duals through the province of Ontario 
to reach every one who has a taste in 
that direction. Maybe it,is not your 
fault. It is easy for any body to get 
up here, and more especially for a 
young man like me to get up and tell 
a lot of gray headed men that they 
don’t know what they are talking 
about. I have had enough experience 
to know I don’t know anything about 
it or about the science of apiacultue 
except what I see and hear. But 
from my short experience I know 
that unless you put business methods 
into any line of business you are not 
going to make a success of 
it The other associations in the Pro
vince with which I am connected are 
putting business methods into 
their association work and just in 
proportion as they are qoing so 
they are getting returns. If the 
same practical work which was 
done at Guelph could be applied to 
the rank and file of bee-keepers and 
you could have twenty thousand 
farmers present and have them listen 
to your discussions and lecturers 
what a great benefit it would be. 
Have your program so arranged that 
a man would speak right to the point 
and when he was through he would 
sit down and the next fellow would 
notask a question unless jt was 3

BEE JOURNAL July

pertinent one; and* the next 
year have another program arranged 
along dfferent lines so that your 
reports which you publish would not 
be the same. I picked up your reports 
for this year, last year and the year 
before and found there was the same . 
lot of material to a large extent in 
in every report. We call that in an 
agriculture report a certain amount 
of padding—the same thing done 
over and over again. If you could 
have some practical demonstration 
instead of so much talk about how do 
this that and the other thing of how 
much more benefit it would be.

You askgd me to talk and I have 
the privilege now of talking and yon 
have got to listen to me whether you 
feel like it or not.

I say if you could have here prac
tical demonstration. I never went to 
a fruit meeting that they did not have J 
a lot of fruit; f came up here and I 
thought I would see lots of honey and | 
bees. You people who come up here 
from year to year know all about this ] 
sort of thing, what an association of I 
this kind ought to do, if you are only ] 
going to have a revival meeting once 
a year and forget the religion of I 
apiculture the rest of the year, is to 
make that meeting a great big rousing 
convention. There ought to be five 
hundred farmers here to day. This f 
court house ought not to hold the 
people. At Walkerton last year, wej 
started to work the meeting up justs 
soon as the meeting in Cobourg wasj 
over the year before. I went up 1 
around among the farmers and talkedl 
the matter over. I had an agent ill 
each of the farmers’institute meetings;!
I wrote two thousand letters tellii 
the farmers there was going to bei| 
fruit growers convention and if theyj 
had any sample or they had dont 
anything particularly good with thetrj 
neighbors to bring it in. Some frr 
growers came to me and said,
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kind of a meeting are we going to 
have in Walkerton, I am afraid of it; 
1 said^ tDont be alarmed; I said the 
meeting, is going to be good or bad in 
proportion to the preliminary work. 
We selected a room that would hold 
five hundred but they hac^to bring 
chairs into that meeting to put in the 
aisles. You can do it and you ought 
to do it and I would like to see the 
time come when the bee-keepers of 
the province of Ontario took the same 
stand along with the other live stock 
associations so that you would have 
twenty thousand people to pass 
through your gates to see what you 
were doing and to see what was being 
being done. Maybe that is going a 

| little t*o far. I tell you just as I said 
when I opened my address, I said 
that the people were hungering and 
thirsting for information. We are 

[getting inquiries every day about 
I bees; people want to branch out ,end 
I we find the younger people are growing 
I up ami asking for information concern

ing the common things that are about 
[them. I dont know anything amongst 
nature’s studies better than to give 
.a child a hive of bees: if the parents, 
[if the older brother* those of you 
who are here could Wee those children 
^nd bring them along and get the 
ichool teachers interested and offer 
rizes for the best collection at the 

tall fairs, raised by the boys,of flowers, 
fruits and so on, I believe we would 

avesuchan awakening in apiculture 
at'the amount of honey produced 
nld exceed the demand and if 

t the same time we carried along a 
ackage of tracts and kept the papers 
kill of it from one meeting to the 
per and kept talking honey honey 
i all our agricultural papers a very 

at interest would be taken and the 
nd would be increased. You 

live to keep these things before 
people. As it is at present there 
i much lack of interest the

chopping down ora tree or having to 
feed the pigs will keep them away 
from the meeting but if they have 
been thinking of that meeting for 
eight months or a year ahead you 
would have a very much greater 
attendance. I think you men, who 
are thinking along these lines 
and using your brains to the 
very best advantage, are not doing 
enough; you are doing all this but 
you do not get a chance to telLthe 
great number of people about it; you 
are to a large extent wasting time. A 
great many have heard these things 
before and they are here for new l 
inspirations and to ste if they cannot ' 
increase along new lines.

Now I want to know how I can 
help you. As Superintendent of 
Farmers’ Institutues I have in this 
vicinity five hundred members with
in a radius of 20 miles of here. I 
could'have easily enough sent out a; 
circular, co-operating with you, to 
reach the farmers telling them there 
was going to be a bee-keepers’ con
vention at Barrie. That may be the 
duty of your secretary but he may 
not be in a position to do it. I 
would say to you get in a closer 
touch with us in the DepartmeiH 
whereby we can do the same for you^, 
as for the live stock men,the farmers’ ' 
institutes, the dairy men and the fruit 
men. We do uot get in close enough 
touch with you. Maybe it is our 
fault, maybe it is your fault, but 
between us we ought to get close 
enough together to help the bee in
dustry. (Applause.)

I have tlSught and I have talked 
it over with a few and therefore, al
though it is only a thought, I will 
throw it out here for what it is worth. 
Could you come in closer touch by 
affiliating, not in the sense of being 
absorbed, with the fruit growers ? I 
suppose if we were to take a vote in 
this meeting wç would find that every
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one of you is more or les$/ interested 
in fruit. I thought of it up there at 
the Walkerton meeting and I was 
wondering if we ha^ another room 
which would hold four or five hun
dred men, where the day could be 
devoted to fruit and thè evening to a 
combined meeting, whether the fruit 
men and bee men could work In to
gether and make a great big 
convention. That might be possible. 
If that were true, I believe we could 
get better rates to the meeting, we 
could get bigger meetings and take 
advantage of the same amount of 
advertising for both as we do for 
one. We know that we coul8 get 
better newspaper facilities because 
the press is pretty far spreading so 
far as these things are concerned and 
everybody is reached. Maybe in that 
way tnc department could assist you 
to carry out this work a little further.
The Fruit Growers'Association this 
year took a step in advance. Each 
director was asked to bring in a 
written report of what he had done 
in his district for the fruit industry. 
It was wonderful how much they got 
around and found out when they 
learned they had to bring in a report. 
I don’t know, but maybe each one of 
your directors has read a report 
or has given a verbal report as 
to what he has done for apiculture 
in'his district. Maybe he did or did 
notbut if he didn’t I think it would 
be a good thing to inaugurate some
thing of that kind. We found that 
some men in the Fruit Growers’ As
sociation said they didn’t propose to 
spend all their summer going through 
the district and there were some 
instances where a man didn’t make 
very much of a report. I don’t know 
how it came about but somebody 
else was elected as a director next 
year who would do that sort of 
thing and the thing was brought 
down so that they got a live lot of

mpn. I dejn’t know anything about 
your directors but no matter how live 
you may be unless you systemize 
your Wbrk and have each man devot 
ing his tim.e between the conventions 
to working up something you can t 
accomplish very much. How much 
would you expect to learn of any line 
of business if you were only going 
to study two or three days a year? 
Supposing our school system was 
such that our children were only 
allowed one week in each year to go 
to school, we wouldn’t expect them 
to get very much education. It is 
the same in your business; just as 
much brains are required to produce 
good honey as any other line of busi
ness.

How can we systematize it ? You 1 
say “all our directors will want a 
salary.’’ That is not the idea at all 
In our Fruit Growers’ Association! 
the men do not get any salary ; they 
take pride in being the man selected! 
from four or five counties 'who is 
going to read the report. . There is I 
enough pride in thef twelve districts 
in the province of Ontario among the 
young men and among the older I 
men to select somebody who will do I 
that sort of thing and work for the I 
Association. The commission mer-| 
chant can say, or the man that is I 
handling produce can say, or the! 
men in the Old Country who want toi 
buy can say, “I have read the heel 
keepers' report and have found thej| 
are alive, I see two hundred names 
of men I can write to for reliable ill 
formation on honey and we call 
depend on getting so many carloads! 
from Canada.’’ Never mind whethel 
it is sixty or sixty,-three pound 
or in a barrel or cas$, but where ca 
we get good honey and large quaoli| 
ties and will they write to me 
have they facilities or have theyj 
secretary who has facilities for dois| 
this sorf pf thing; are they '
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enough ; arc they paying him enough ; 
have they got the right men in the 
directorate ? All these things will 

| rectify themselves if you tvill have a* 
system of doing things in a business- 

| like way.
If then* is any way by which the 

I Department of Agriculture can help 
I you to get better methods of working 

or help you to work in with the other 
I associations so that you may get 
I some of the glory they are sow get- 
I ting because they seem to have start- 
ltd in the right direction), we shall 
I only be too glad. I thank you for 
tallowing me to take up so much of 
lyour valuable time. (Applause.)

The President : I am sure you 
are all pleased with the address of 
dr. Creelman. I might say we have 
nade some endeavors to increase our 
nembership and interest the public. 
During the present year we have 

nt our 7,000 circulars to bee-keep- 
throughout the province of 

pntario and we had hoped our mem- 
ership would be largely increased, 

Lut unfortunately it did not seem to 
Iroduce very much of a result. I 
pas very anxious at this convention 

) have a practical demonstration of . 
he various articlesused in the pro- 
uction of honey •; it would be an 
bject lesson. We sent out an invi- 
htion to all the supply men and 
lealers and all those who had any- 
ping in that line to bring here for a 
tscussion of the matter and see the 
prions operations performed. Un- 
tunately, there was no response to 

|at. There was one very good sug- 
tstion and that is that after the date 

I fixed of the npxt convention we 
ould let the department know and 
|ey will send out circulars in that 
jrticular Uemliity of that meeting, 
pave no <U*bt that alone would 
ing a large increase of numbers to 
lour convention and I am satisfied 
"h the assistance of the department

we will get a little more life into the 
Association, although we are not by 
any means dead, we are still able to
sting.

Mr. Fixter : There was another 
matter Mr. Creelman touched on 
and that was the market.

Mr. Creelman : What I meant to 
say when I came to the question of 
markets was that there would be a 
market for our honey just as we 
created a demand for it. I don't know 
anything about the prices of the 
honey or the markets in that way. 
What I meant to say was that if we 
can start this campaign so that we 
can get everybody talking about bees, 
keep,our papers and journals full of 
it, keep the windows of our best 
stores filled and make a direct effort 
to get our honey in to take the place 
of the adulterated jams and 
marmalades and that sort of 
thing,and get everybody to eat honey, 
the markets will look after them
selves. That is all I meant.

Mr. Fixter : How are the Fruit- 
Growers’ Associations amalgamated 
with your department ?

Mr. Creelman : It is not a matter 
of amalgamation at all ; it is a ques
tion, simply they thought last year 
at Cobourg they were not getting as 
much out of the work and the de
partment were not giving as large a 
grant of money as they should and 
they thought if ^hey muld come ill 
closer touch with us Ujefc could do 
something better. Thç^nÉked me 
to go down to the Frue^Growers' 
Association and tell them something 
about how we were doing with our 
Institute work and industry work. I 
gave them a talk and then they re
quested the Minister of Agriculture 
to let me act as their secretary. The 
minister said if you want Mr. Creel- 
man’s time to devote to your work 
we will give you a small part of his 
time and we will employ a first-class
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clerk and he will get up your annual 
,‘work and send out your circulars 

and sec the thing is boomed from 
beginning to end. And so Mr.Creel- 
man was so instructed and he had to 
obey. I waded into the Fruit Grow
ers’ Association and as soon as we 

„ began to do something we went back 
to the government and said we want 
some money and the department 
said, we are willing to give it to you. 
As long as they apparently were not 
doing anything, when they asked for 
more money, the department would 
say what are you doing with the five 
hundred or thousand dollars you got? 
Well, we are doing just like we 
always did. What do you want any 
more for ? Well, we are going to do 
more. Mr. Dryden’s policy is, don’t 
tell me what you are going to do, go 
and do it, even if you run in debt, 
and I will help you out. Go ahead, 
do what you think ought to be done 
in this Association and let us see if 
you can carry out what you are 
doing. And now the question is how 
much we will take and how much we 
will get.We have held three hundred 
orchard meetings this year right out 
In the orchard ; started early in the 
spring with pruning and spraying 
fruit and so on ; had practical men 
out there and said, Now let us see 
you do these things, and the farmers 
went arotind with the instructors 
from one orchard to the Other. If 
you do that in the Bee-Keepers’ As
sociation I believe you can come 
down to the department and get 
anything you want but you can’t 
until you start.

for this assembly, it is for you gen- 
tlemen to decide. Mr. Dryden will 
never coerce any association into 
taking' progressive measures. He 
tries as far as possible to express 
his view to the people and then if they 
like to fall into line the department j 
is willing to g.ive all the assistance it 
can but it must come from you gen
tlemen direct. (Applause.)

Do Ult Hetd a Homy Exchange?
By Moriey Pettit in The Farmers' 

Advocate.
.o:o:o:o:o:oa7j:o:o:o"o:o*o:Q

I don’t knoty why the bee-keepers 
should not come along and take a 
part without iq,the slightest extent 
minimizing themselves. It seems to 
me you would get as much glory as 
there was going, and at the same 
time get the benefit of the other or
ganization. This may not be practical

So many good ideas have ben I 
advanced of late with reference toco-l 
operation and organization of honey-| 
producers, that one is at a loss 
know just what to say on thesubje 
The time seems to be ripe to d| 
something towards the better'mark# 
ing of our product, and it will not bel 
out of order to consider carefully tkl 
conditions with which we have »| 
deal.

In the first place, while it is growii^ 
rapidly, the industry is still in i 
infancy, and, although following f 
tendency of the age toward special 
ization, it is by many conducted uj 
side issue; consequently, the beesi 
honey do not receive their prop 
share of attention. If the six oreij| 
hives happen to produce more tin 
enough for family use. the balance! 
apt to be looked upon as so mlT 
clear gain, and turned over to i 
grocer at his own price. The lad| 
having bought at a low figure, 
accommodate his customers by sel 
cheap. In other words, the 
producer thoughtlessly sets thet 
price low at the beginning ofj 
season, He does not lose muclf
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few ^hundred pounds, but the large 
| producer, who must to a certain 
extent fpllow his lead, loses consider- 

| ably in his thousands and tons.
How is the producer to know how 

I or where to sell to the best advantage? 
He may have a large average yield; 

land include that honey is very 
I plentiful, while, perhaps, a few miles 
I away there is little or none. This is 
I often the case. He may have heard 
I that Toronto, Winnipeg or some other 
1 place is a good market for his surplus. 
{Others have heard the same thing, 
{consequently certain centers ate 
{crowded with honey, while outlying 
{points, perhaps nearer the producer, 
Bare experiencing a shortage. How is 
|this to be avoided? These and other 

nilar problems can be solved by the 
[formation of a properly organized 

nd properly conducted exchange, 
nbodying the co-operation of the 

honsand, and, one honey producers 
iroughout the land.

H'HAT A HONEY EXCHANGE COULD DO. 
A well-organized and properly- 

onducted honey exchange could 
ollect and distribute information for 
he benefit of its members, the honey 
broducers. Information could be 
ollected from the members, and a 
Monthly or fortnightly bulletin pub- 

hed for their especial benefit 
Rowing the number of hives and 
ndition of bees, also the amount of 
Ah new and old honey in sight in 

pi parts of Ontario and adjoining 
evinces at that date, of the current 

two preceding years. These 
orts should also show how much 
ney has been consumed in each 
tion of the country in former years 

bd whether the supply this year 
the demand. If a shortage 

fist, just enough and not too much 
i be shipped in from the nearest 

having a surplus. In case of 
plus, perhaps by j udicious advertis- 

the demand can be increased to

meet the supply. In any case no 
overcrowding of the market should 
be allowed. Better to export the 
surplus at a much lower figure and 
distrümte the small loss over the 
meneers of the exchange, in propor 
tion to their honey crop, than allow 

,it to remian and demoralize the whole 
market.

A matter which is atpresent sadly 
neglected is the advertising of honey. 
The very heavens resound with the 
names of food fads and medicines, 
while the most pleasant and nutritious 

' of natural sweets is comparatively 
, unknown in our Canadian homes. 

The rqason is not far to seek. "Honey 
is honey,"’ and under existing condi
tions if Smith advertised he would be 
increasing the sale of Brown’s honey 
almost as much as his own. The 
only way out of it is for Smith, Brown, 
et al, to form a honey exchange and 
advertise the honey of the exchange. 
They would then agree Upon a rem
unerative price, which would not 
become exorbitant, by the way, 09 
account of the direct competition of 
fruit, syrups, and foreign honey. 
They would advertise extensivly until 
"honey" would become a household 

Ywqrd, learned along with “papa" and 
“mamma ’ by the lisping child.

Another matter which can only be 
mentioned here, is that of proper 
grading of honey and putting it up in 
the best shape for the market. The 
agents of the exchange could see 
that the hotiey of the members is 
properly graded and packed, and 
each package should be scaled with 
the seal of the exchange, not to be 
opened again except by the consumer. 
This seal would come to be sought 
after by buyers.

The thoughtful reader will be able 
to work out and add to these few 
suggestions until he sees the manifold 
advantages of a well-organized and 
properly-conducted honey exchange.

i
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

We sympathise with friend J. L. 
Bye^-of Markham and family in their 
sorrow for the loss of their mother 
who passed away recently after a 
period of much suffer,ng which she 
bore with Christian patience and 
resignation.

The California National Honey 
Producers Association issue a state
ment in the Rocky Mountain Bee 
Journal regarding the handling and 
marketing of the product of its 
members. It says; “Everything is 
offered to the members as a privilege 
that they can secure if they wish, and 
they are not under any obligation to 
deal with the Association unless 
they choose. Thus the Association 
offers to its membership all the 
advantages that it is able to secu<eat 
actual cost and asks in return that 
the members pay simply for what 
they get, and stand their proportioned 
imount of expense (as they share in 
ill profits) this and a promise to not

sell for less than the Association j 
prices, is, we think, not too much to ) 
ask of any man for what we can do | 
in return.”

This rather supports our idea 
regarding the Ontario Honey Ex-1 
change in our last issue.

The white honey h/rvest is well 
nigh over and so far aVwe have been 
able to ascertain th^ crop will be a 
good average. Quebec and Eastern 
Ontario suffered for lack of rain in 
the early part of the season, and, ail 
a result, only a light crop has beeii 
secured. Western and Southetil 
Ontario have had a good yield froan 
clover. Basswood is doing fair]/ 
well at this date of writing, although 
the unsettled weather is rather again! 
the bees working on it to the ! 
advantage. We have not yet heard 
from the Western and Markin 
Provinces The quality of the honq 
this season is excellent, both in eoloj 
and body. Many have mentionej 
the fact of the thickness making i| 
unusually difficult to extract.

, Some have feared a lowering i 
of prices but we see no necessity I 
this if an effort is made on 
of the larger producers to distribi^ 
the product. Some have ahead 
sold at figures bordering on 
year’s prices. The general advai 
in other things should certainly 1 
an influence in at least maintain^ 
prices. Local markets are usai 
crowded by small producers at I 
season and the tendency is depress 
It is generally better to hold a 1;
later. X
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A somewhat startling announce
ment was made a few months ago by 
a European Scientist, Dr. Lambotte, 
of the University of Liege, Belgium, 
that bacillus alvei, the microbe of 
foul brood, is identical with bacilltü 
mesentericus vulgaris, one of the 
most common bacilli, and found in 
nearly all vegetable matter. The 
most advanced scientists who have so 
far, prior to Dr. Lambotte, experi
mented have established the fact that 
baeillus alvei is a distinct germ.

The Lambotte theory is rather an 
alarming one if true ; according to it 
foul brood may break out at any 
time under certain conditions in a 
hitherto healthy colony or apiary as 
the sphores of the disease are always 
present.

Mr. T. W. Cowan, F. L. S., Senior 
Editor of the British Bee Journal, in 
an editorial article on the subject 
refutes Dr. Lambotte’s conclusions. 
He says of “Bacillus mesentericus" 
that “ it is found almost everywhere, 
and were it the cause of foul brood 
we should also hear of this disease 
wherever bees were kept, but there 
are many districts wh,ere foul brood 
has npt been known to exist, and in 
every case of an outbreak where in
vestigation has been made, it was 
found that it had existed there before 
or had been by some means intro
duced."

“Without going more deeply into 
I the matter it need only be said that 

we cannot accept Dr. Lambotte’s 
explanation, knowing as .we do how 

I rapidly foul brood spreads even when 
1 hives are in best condition. On the

other hand we also know that when 
certain means ars employed this di
sease can be got rid of, so thaLwith 
the present knowledge available we 
need only follow out the practises 
usually advocated in order to obtain 
the best results.”

The British Bee Journal has trans
lated from à Belgium paper a series 
of articles on foul brood by Prof. 
Harrison of the Ontario Agricultural 
College. These the editor speaks of 
as “a valuable contribution to'the 
permanent and authoritative litera
ture dealing with the question 
brood among bees." They ofccupy 
several issues of the ^ritisti\ Bee 
Journal.

$ Notes by the Way
^ “By G. A. DEADMAN. ^

A HANDY KNIFE—SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN GJ-OVES, ETC.

Every now and then we read about 
handy tools for apiary use, something 
which one who has accustomed him
self to thinks indispensable while 
others knowing nothing about them 
go along probally using something else 
which to them seems as good. Well, 
I have been using a combination 
pocket knife, which, had I not seen 
among a traveller’s samples I suppose I 
would have never known anything 
about them as they are seldom stocked 
in small places. The length of this 
knife when folded is about three inches 
so that it is even smaller than many 
in u^/Aind not therefore cumbersome 
to carry, for I am safe in saying that
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when once possessing one you will 
int it all the year round, and maybe 

onfe for every change of clothing.,. 
Apart from bee-wdçk it is a knife that 
canfbe relied on, provided you get 

made by H. Bbker and Co., and 
lber is 920. You can almost 

vràtoi^çdge on these knives and 
for no otîmsreason I always want 

one. I wonder almost how I did so 
long without one forjt is only recently 
I have found their true value. You 
will fin4 it specially 1 valuable^f you
use a closed end .Hoffman self
spacing frame, but no matter if you 
do not you will find nothing better or 
even to equal for prying any kind a 
part or for lifting one out without 
disturbing the rest. The ktiife has 
one small and one large bladè. The 
small is O. K. for cutting out queen 
cells that you may desire to save. 
The part though that is specially 
valuable to bee-keepers is a curved 
arrangement which is very pointed 
and strong, with this you can loosen 
frames in a jiffy and for catching hold 
of things that one cannot well do with 
the fingers it has'no equal. I do not 
know how much prying it will stand, 
but a good deal. The blades how
ever, you must be more careful with 
as they are necissarily hard and there
fore, easily broken, but no easier 
than any other good knife. There 
are many things besides taking out 
frames that it can be used for such as 
lifting off honey brands or anything 
ejse that sticks. I frequently use it 
for taking off supers as you can get 
a grip with it that one cannot without. 
In taking out frames you need never 
take hold of them with your fingers 
until well out as you can by inserting 
this hook arrangement hold them 
upon it alone It is away ahead of 
anything I have yet tried Most toots 
have a tendency to push away when 
prying. This however, lifts a frame 
up without hardly s e p crating or

pushing the others away. Dealers 
satisfied with a small margin of profit 
could supply for 75 cents each. But 
five times that would not buy mine 
if I could not get another. I did not 
mention about a cork screw attach
ment,but as apiary work is considered 
very healthy and not many I hope 
indulge in bottled goods that require 
this to pull the cork, we will place no 
value on it. If you are a smoker 
(which I hope not) there is a small 
hole in the handle in which to insert 
and remove the end of a cigar, but'a 
better use for this is to tie it to your 
person if you are liable to forget 
where you had it last, I have a steel 
watch chain attached to one I have. 
Not quite so handy with this but not 
so easily lost. I never go into the 
apiary withont ‘it. This is s|yinga 
good deal but I cannot praise it too 
highly.
SOMETHING BETTER THAN GLOVES.
* I suspect that there are few bee
keepers comparitively who use any 
covering for the hands when handling 
bees. I have scorned to use gloves f 
and untill to-day have never had any 
protection except a veil for the face I 
Recently .however,when manipulating I 
some cross colonies or .when the I 
weather was unfavorable have been I 
badly stung on the wrists and hands, | 
but especially the former. I have I 
been puzzling my brains to find ij 
preventative for this. Gloves have! 
their objections. Too many, 1 ami 
afraid for most of us, so was compelled| 
to look elsewhere. I found a substitute 
in the well known harvest mils. Tht| 
kind with long cuffs not only coverin| 
the wrists but protecting the sleeve 
These mits have a place for the thumL 
and first finger seperately, I cut the 

,off about half way also the end of tf 
mit proper which leaves the otl 
three fingers free. If desired, by I 
little stitching you can f»ave eai 
finger encased. The ends
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course, separated and free to handle 
anything. They not omy afford 
protection from the bees out protect 
the linen and also the hands from the 
sun.

This is a boonSto those who like to 
keep these members as presentable 
as possible. It Seems queer that after 
keeping bees for twenty years without 
these I should place* such value on 
them, so much so I never expect to 
do without them again. If your help 
objects to bee stings a pair of these 
might prevent him or her from getting 
discouraged. I retained good help 
this season by supplying mils. There 
is quite a difference in these as found 
in the market. I have been fortunate 
in getting some good ones. I am 
sorry I cannot speak from experience 
of rubber gloves, possibly they may 
have less objections than I think. I 
like the fingers uncovered.

Comment is made in last issue of 
C. B. J. regarding the use of disinfected 
foul brood combs for honey. Let us 
discourage such a practice. I wonder 
sometimes what becomes of honey 
taken from colonies having foul brood 
I want none of it. In my travels I 
was told of one party that had some 
stored in his grainery and tire bees 
got access to it. McEvoy w^is called 
again but fortunately no bee that got 
a taste of it escaped; they got in but 
could not get out. The bee-keeper 
then buiried the whole business. 
However as much as I like honey I 
have no use for this kind.

»
G. A. Deadman.

The art of saying appropriate words 
fn a kindly way is one that never 
goes out of fashion, never ceases to 
please and is within the reach of the 
►«ablest— F. W. Faber,

i News From The 
f Districts

No. I

Since my last report copious rains 
have fallen but a little too late for 
a good clover flow, however, it is 
coming in fast now and a light crop 
may be secured Those favored with 
basswood say if weather continues 
favorable a good flow may be ex
pected from that source,

W. J. Brown-
Prescott Co., July gth,

no. 3.
The long continued drought was 

only Broken in this district on the 
nth of June and since that time the 
clover has come on fairly well and 
there will probably be about half a 
crop from that source. The basswood 
is now opening and certainly promises 
very well if weather continues favor
able. * i

The lateness of swarming in this | 
district and the severity and persist-? 
ence of ‘‘the Fever" will of course; 
militate against securing best results 
in honey crop. We sincerely hope 
that prospects are brighter in the 
other districts throught the province^

M. B. Holmes.
Leeds Co. Ont. July 15th,

NO.

The flow from clover has been 
good and is still coming in, basswood 
with us docs not count.

J. W. Sparling.
Durham Co., July 9.
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NO. 6.

K Clover season is about over and 
owing to so much bad weather has 
not come up to expectations. Ex
tracting is not finished' but would 
estimate 50 or .60 lbs per qplony as 
the yield. Basswood is opening and 
looks good but too scarce now to 
count much on.

H. G. Sibbald.
Peel Co., July 10th.

'NO. 7-

The situation here has changed 
very much fqFthe better since last 
report:the rainsnave cohne in the nick 
of time and the prospect is for a fair 
hone)» flow from clover. There is 
very little basswood in this section. 
Swarming has been excessive.

F. Switzer.J.
.Dufferin Co., July 9th.

it ■ •' " t

NO. 8.

Your letter received asking for 
report, would say that we are having 
a good flow from clover and it will 
last for some time yet. Basswood is 
just opening and promises good. The 
weather is ideal here now for honey, 
and if it continues we should have a 
record breaker from basswood.Swarm
ing has not been excessive.

James Armstrong.
Haldimand Co. July 13th.

NO.J ^

We have had a very good now 
from clover. Basswood is now in 
bloom and promises well. We have 
a wet spell but hope it turns out nice.

John Newton.
Oxford Co. July 14th.

NO. 9.
The flow is good here just now 

and basswood is just opening.
v x, R H. Smith. 

Elgin Co. July 8tji.

No. 10.
A great change has come since 

last report honey has been coming 
in very freely, better than I ever 
knew it before. Prospects for a large 
crop, good. Too soon to speak 
positively however.

G. A. Deadman.
Huron Co July 3th.

NO. 11.
The honey flow has been good 

since July 1st. but weather during | 
June was very unfavorable for 
honey gathering. Basswood is about I 
over here and has yielded very little 
but has helped to keep busy. Our 
yield will be no larger than last year, 

W. A. Chrysler.)
Kent Co. July roth.

NO. 12.
Yours of the 7tn. to hand and inI 

reply would say we are having a j 
very^good flow from clover. B 
wood is nearly all cut down around! 
here. The weather is hot and lots oj
swarms.

1903
No. 9.

We h^ve had a good average prop 
of clover honey, the quality is extra 
good, will get a little clover for ten 

'days yet. Basswood in full bloom 
bees working nicely on it yesterday 
and today, 1 do not expect a big 
flow, trees are to scarce.

Martin Emigh.
Oxford Co. July. 15.

Samuel Wood!
Simcoe Co. July 9th,
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Replacing Queens.
Conversations with Doolittle in Gleanings 

in Bee Culture.

“Say, Mr. Doolittle, how long do 
queens live ? ” 

igh. ■ “ What led you to ask me that 
question, Mr, Brown ? ”

I We are told in the bee papers 
that,to reap the best results in honey, 
queens over two years old should 
not be allowed as mothers of col
onies. I suppose from this that the 
writers think that from two to three 
years is the average life of a queen. 
What is your experience in this 
[matter ? ”

“ My best queens live to four, five, 
rnd, in some instances, six years old; 
mt the average life of queens is 
ibout three and a half years. The 
ingth of a queen's life, other things 
leing equal, depends upon the tax 
lhat is put upon \ her egg-laying 

iwers, and under our modern man
iement queens do not average so 
j-lived as they did in the days of 

iox hives ?”
"Would you think it best to change

II queens that were three years old? I 
five some such that were just as good 
lyers as ever last fall, and came 
irough in my strongest colonies, and 
was wondering whether I ought to 

[hange them this summer. What do 
'ou think?"

“ I do not think that the question 
age should be considered in the 

latter 6f changing queens, except 
far as it may be taken as a sort of 

lie t^ judge of when they will be 
it to fail. I would not replace a 
ieen so long as she lays up to her 

roun^Mj/average, especially at this time of 
lots u^Be year for during the month of June 

fy queen that has e^en less than 
average value can supply eggs 

fiich will be turned out into bees at 
■ right'time for the honey harvest ;
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while if a general change is made, 
many colonieS-are likely to lose thous
ands of eggs at best, and, not only this, 
the young queen is often very liable 
to bring a lot of workers on the stage 
of action in time to become consum
ers rather than producers ”

‘‘Would it have been better to 
change in early spring ? ”

“No. A change at that time 
would have been worse yet, as it 
would have resulted in a loss of bees, 
at just the time when each bee is of 
the greatest value to push forward 
the rearing of others for the honey 
harvest. ”

“ When would you change queens 
then?"

“ If queens must be changed -T 
would advise waiting till the harvest 
of white honey is ove-, for the loss of 
eggs usually sustained through a 
change of queens will then be little 
or no loss, as they are generally 
hatched into larvæ at a time when 
said larvæ have to be fed out of 
honey stored in the hive, while the 
mature bees generally consume more 
of the stores already laid aside than 
they add to them. ”

“ What is your opinion in this 
matter?”

“ With one exception, I pay very 
little attention to the matter of" 
changing queens, where the colonies 
are worked for honey instead of 
queen-rearing, for I find that nineteen 
colonies out of twenty will supersede 
their own queens as soon as they 
need changing ; therefore, with the 
one exception it is a waste of time 
for me to be worrying about this 
matter, keeping track of the ages of 
all queens, etc , when the bees will 
look after the matter at the proper 
time. ”

“Then you think I better not 
undertake these things ? ”

'* That would be my idea. The 
bees will attend to the changing, and
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make fewer mistakes than you are 
likely to make, no matter how careful 
and wise you may be. If you think 
I am wrong in this matter, set apart 
a certain number of colonies to try 
each way, and a term of years wil, 
tell you which will pay you better. ”

“ You spoke of an exception in this 
matter What did you mean by 
that ? ”

“ 1 find that more queens are super 
sedud during the month of August 
than at any other time-of the year: 
and so by a little forethought, and a 
little work, I fix it so that the ,bçes 
will attend to this matter, if the queen 
is failing, and at the same time accept 
queens from my very best stock to 
do it with, instead of supplanting 
their queen with inferior stock, as 
they would do if left to themselves 
providing their mother was not of 
the best breed obtainable. ”

*' How can you accomplish such a 
thing as that? ”

" It is vipry simple. Just before 
the close of the white-honey harvest, 
at a time w^ien the b&eb will rear as 
good queensias at any time during 
the season, I start queeivcells in pro
portion to thel number K consider I 
wish, starting tnem from brood from 
the queen whfyh has given me the 
.best results during the past; and if I 
have chosen the right time these cells 
will be 'ripe' at just the time the bees 
will be most likely to start cells for 
supersedure.”

“How do you know the colonies 
which are starting supersedure cell?’’

“I do not know this, nor do I think 
it worth the trouble to find out. I 
judge from out side appearances, and 
the amount of white honey stored, 
which colonies may be liable to 
supersede their queens, and those I 
would desire to have do so; and when 
I have decided this matter, I give one 
of these ripe cells to each of such 

■ colonies.’’

"How do you give these ripe cells?"
“Always by putting them in queen I 

cell protectors. Y ou know what they 
are?’’

Yes, but that was not what I meant. I 
Tell me how you put them in the] 
hive.

“That part is very simple. Having! 
the ripe cells all in cell protectors, 
go to the hives designed for them;! 
and if the bees are still in the sections, I 
I put one of these protected cells ini 
any section where I think the bees I 
will be likely to care for it till thel 
queen emerges If no sections are on,I 
or the bees have left the sections,] 
then I lift the cover, spread the frames I 
a little, sufficient to allow the cell 
protector to go just below the top-barf 
of the frames, when the frames are] 
brought back in place again, whicbj 
crowds the protector into the combi 
so that it is held in place as in a vise"!

"Any certain place between thel 
frames where you put them?"

“I have had the best results where 
the cells were placed the furthe 
away from the the brood, consistent 
with the bees’ caring for them, whiel 
is .generally near the back uppi 
corners where the most sealed hone; 
is allowed.”

“What about the protector? 
you take that out as soon as the younj 
queen has come out?”

“No The simplicity of this matt 
is the little work required in accoi 
with the results obtained I payn 
attention further than what I hai| 
told you, not opening the bra 
chamber to the hive again till 
next season arrives, when the ( 
is-found and taken out, usually whd 
clipping the queen’s wings durifl 
fruit-bloom.”

“Oh! I begin to see. You can t(| 
the number you succeed with by I 
cage between the combs, and 
queens not havingtheir wingselipp

"Exactly.”

Foi
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‘ About what proportion do you 
find with unclipped wings?”

“That depends somewhat on years. 
Some years the bees do not allow 

[their queens to rear as much brood as 
others, and in cases of the maximum 
amount of brood not being reared, 
not so many are accepted But 
generally I find that from one half to 

I two-thirds of these cells are accepted 
and a young queen from my best 
mother is reigning the next spring in 

[place of the old one of the summer 
[before.”

“And in this way your stock is 
[rowing better with each year?” 

“Exactly. And herein a gain is 
lade also. Try it next August, and 

see if you are not pleased with the 
idea.”—Conversation with Doolittle 
In Gleanings in Bee Culture.
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Tout Brood-lis Cause and Cure

A member—Is comb foundation 
hade from diseased comb safe to 
fse?

| Mr. France—yes, sir. Three years 
go I experimented with 82 colonies 
115 of the best apiaries I could find 

the State of. Wisconsin, where 
Bey had never seen foul brood, 
neyltook a good deal of coaxing to 
tme go into their apiaries, but with 

Je confidence that I had gained with 
brother and sister bee-keepers, 

|ie said, ‘ Go ahead.” I told him if 
ere was a sign of disease I would 

ly him well for it. To this day 
]ey wish they had tried more of it, 
[cause those colonies experimented 
I were the best they had.

Member—Would you recom- 
1 this for other people also ? 

France—I would in this way : 
fio one need be afraid of getting

disease through comb foundation. 
Any process which will make comb 
foundation will kill the germs of 
disease in wax I recommend the 
use of the foundation regardless of 
where it comes from.

A Member — Suppose you had 
diseased combs, would you melt them 
and-use the wax for foundation ?

Mr. France — Most certainly, I 
would

A Member—Would you not de
stroy the diseased combs ?

Mr. France—No. About a year 
ago, in a certain apiary wher^i there 
were 108 good, strong colonies of 
bees, 1 found disease in four ôf them, 
and he said he would do it. I then 
went on, and came back a year 
afterwards, and there were no live 
bees left, but there were 2400 combs 
in the cellar, all diseased. Now Mr. 
France, this is pretty hard ; I am 
going to put a match under the whole 
thing and burn it up,” he said. I told 
him not to get discouraged with that, 
because that beeswax, if nothing else, 
is worth saving ; and I had him send 
for one of those German wax-presses 
to test its merits, and rather than 
burn it up I ran 2000 combs through 
that wax-press the first day, and the 
balance the next day, and shipped 
the wax to one of our Wisconsin 
comb foundation men and he sent 
me a check for—well, for the wax, 
and said, “ I want more.”

Mr. France—If you have not a 
good press you would better get a 
good wax-press.

A Member—What is a good one?
Mr. France—The German wax- 

press. That is the only one I know 
of that is worth recommending at 
the present time, because you can 
do so much in such a short time with 
it. I have something at home that 
does about as well, that is, a large 
boiler that I had made. It holds 
about three battels ; put it down on
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a large stove and I can do about as 
well with it as a German press, but 

,1 cannot take it with me, and this 
other 1 take free of charge, checking 
it as my baggage, and have melted 
combs here and there, and I can do 
it up in a short time.

A Member—How many pounds of 
wax do you get out of ioo brood- 
frames ?

Mr. France—It depends altogether 
on the age of those combs. One 
beauty of this wax-press is that you 
can get more wax in proportion than 
you can with any othér. I think on 
an average through our State, that 
we get about three or four pounds of 
wax to a set of 8 or io combs.

Dr. Miller—Mr. France, you are in 
a position to learn about that. I 
wish you would give close attention 
to that matter, and perhaps give 
us the exact figures as to the amount 
I formerly had the impression that 
there was wax put there in the first 
place, and never any addition to that 
wax, but I find that across the ocean, 
by a careful examination, they tell 
us that there is a layer of cocoon 
then a fresh layer of wax, then more 
cocoon, then more wax. I have 
lived a good many years thinking 
that there was never any wax added. 
I wish you would give me the exact 
figures. Take some very old comb 
and find out the percent of wax you 
get from that when you have 
squeezed it all out ; then take some 
newer comb, not quite so old, and 
give us the proportion of that.

Mr. France—I have planned to 
try that about the first of April. I 
have about 500 old black combs that 
I am holding for that purpose. There 
are some improvements to be made 
on the German press.

Mr. Moore—Will you tell us what 
is necessary to make the hives 
themselves safe to use again ?

Mr. France—In about nine-tenths

July

of the cases nothing ; in the other I 
tenth, if there has been any honey [ 
dropped from the diseased combs in 
there, or there are combs on the side 
of the hive, scrape them off cletn 
I have boiled only three lots of hives 
in the State of Wisconsin in the last 
six years. The disease would noil 
get into the honey until it had gotten | 
into the diseased cells.

A Member—Is it not in the bee | 
bread ?

Mr. France —Not unless the bee-| 
bread has been put in the cell. I dol 
not believe the bees carry disease! 
with them from a hive back to the! 
flowers. When they go back from! 
the flowers they have a new lot ; that 
is the reason why we want to try| 
this during the honey flow.

A Member—If the honey froml 
that comb which contains foul brood| 
was put under the microscope would 
it indicate foul brood so that yoi 
could observe it ?

Mr. France — I think it would! 
although the chances are it may have! 
become dried down so that at this| 
stage of the season it would bes 
hard it would take some little timej 
heat and moisture to show it as plainly] 
as in ‘June. If you have a goodglai 
you will see that those little germs 0 
foul brood are rod-like in shapi 
They are longer in proportion I 
their thickness, and seem to hav| 
power similar to that of a fishwore 
They become large, break off 1 
spread out. You need a va 
powerful glass to detect the gernj 
of foul brood. I have to use our Stai 
glass in the Normal Schjool.

A Member—I would like to ask| 
the outside of the combs of the 
that is diseased that contain nothin 
but honey, never having broodi 
would take the disease.

Mr. France I think not, but 
would take great chances.

A Member—Is there any dai



13 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL 285
July

other I 
loney 
nbs in I 
e side 
de$n. I 
hives I 

e last 
d not 
rotten

: bee-

tyat

ut

[of using the tools tyat have been 
[used in the handling of these bees ?

Mr. France—If they have in any 
[way become soiled or stained by the 
|honey from the diseased hive, yes.

A Member—Can you cure a dis^ 
leased hive of bees in the fall ?

Mr. France—If we have plenty of 
:aled honey in healthy combs.
A Member -j- Would you starve 

the bees ? /
Mr. France#—I do not t hink it 

lould be necessary at this time of 
re year.
A Member—What harm would 

1ère be if you - made public the 
ics of the places and owners of 

liseased apiaries? Have not the 
keepers the right to know who 
it, and where it is ?

Mr. France—I think you ought to 
mow if your bees have 4t. Suppose 
ime one whose bees diave foul 

irood is a breeder of bees, and I 
lould say in my annual report A, B 
id C have foul brood, would you 
ly bees of them ? Practically I 

rould have “cut their throat.”
A Member—Would it be right for 
breeder to sell such bees ?
Mr. France—No, sir ; and if you 

legislation in the State you 
rould stop him from doing such 

iiness. \
A Member—How would you stop 
im if nobody knows ft ?
Mr. France—By inspectors going 
trough the yards and finding it out. 
ime bee-keepers have asked me to 
to them and give them a certifi- 

te for or against. But if you get a 
leen from any one abroad and you 

not certain, if you will take the 
leen out of the cage she comes in 
' put her in a clean, healthy cage, 
lo not think there is one chance in 
thousand in getting a disease. I 
not think the queen herself is ever 

id enough to transmit it to a 
iy It is in the food in the cage.

One of our city girls who was at the 
Normal School, thought that she 
would make a present of a box of 
comb honey to her mother. She 
sent the little box by mail ; it came 
from the west in the mail-bag until it 
arrived at Madison. There it was 
transferred to the Northwestern 
train which came to my city, 
and right in Madison, in making up 
the mails, I received some queen- 
bees from a distance that I had paid 
a good price for. My queen-cages 
were thrown in the same mail-bag 
with the box of honey, and the sur
face of them was covered with 
honey. The postmaster said to me, 
“ I want to show you something. 
Here are a whole lot of pictures and 
letters in the mail all botched up 
with honey. I am going to hold 
you for damages.” 1 never before 
got queen-cages with the surface of 
the cages covered with honey. 1 
went up and took the queens out 
and put them into clean cages, and 
put the other cages into the stove.
I went down next day and paid the 
bill, and the postmaster said, “ What 
do you think I found stuck in the 
bottom of that mail bag ? A box of 
honey !” Being a trappers son, I 
got onto the back track right away. 
I went to where the letter was ad
dressed, ■ nd asked, "Did you get a 
box of honey? She replied, “ I got 
a letter from Annie, saying that she 
had sent me a box.” “ Where is 
Annie ?" "Over in Minnesota.” 
“What town is she in ?" I finally 
got her address, and found from 
whom she bought the honey, and his 
bees had foul brood, so I took no 
chance on introducing the queens. 
There was a chance of my healthy 
queen - bees becoming diseased 
through that honey put in the mail- 
bag'

Dr. Miller—It is suggested here that 
it is barely possible that some one
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might misunderstand you. Y ou have 
emphasized very strongly the danger 
of using an old cage, but you have 
said nothing about the bees. Would 
you be careful to transfer the bees 
with the queen ?

Mr. France—It has been practiced, 
but those bees have fulfilled their 
mission for which they were sent, 
being good escorts of the queen. 
They have safély delivered their 
queen, and there is a great deal of 
danger lying in the honey-sacs of 
those bees, and they might as well 
be put into the stove with the old 
cage.

A Member—Is it necessary to burn 
anything to cure foul brood ?

Mr. France—No, but it is often 
desirable economy.

A Member—Is there any danger 
of buying or using combs from 
strangers ?

Mr. France—There have been 
many cases in Wisconsin where that 
was the means of contracting disease.

A Member—Is there any danger 
of buying second hand honey-cans, 
barrels, or other packages, that have 
once had honey in them ?

Mr. France—Yes, and I want to 
say that second hand goods of any 
kind are poor things to store honey in. 

„ A Member—Supposing the honey
comb is fi'led with honey, and it has 
had disease in it, will those disease- 
germs propagate themselves in the 
honey L.

Mr v ranee—No, not until that 
honey has been transferred in .the 
comb.

A Member—Will pickled brood or 
black brood produce foul brood ?

Mr France - I have never known 
it to do so They are distinct and 
separate germs Small-pox will not 
produce diphtheria or scarlet fever.

Mr. Moore— What causes foul 
brood in the beginning ?

Mr. France—I know of a case where 
we have no positive proof of its being 
contagious. As to the real cause of 
what produced it I am unable to say, 
because in almost every case under 
my own observation I could trace it 
back to something else. I know this 
much, foul brood was brought here 
from Europe, and here from one state 
to another until it is a wonder to mel 
now there is any place that is not] 
occupied with the disease.

A Member—Is there any authenti] 
cation of foul brood coming from 
anything but foul brood ?

Mr France—Not that I know of; 
and yet I say there must be a cause!

Dr. Miller—I think it is an ol 
theory. I certainly have been 01 
who has held to it very strenuou! 
that without the microbe there coul 
be no foul brood. Have you at ai 
time understood that without 
microbe there will be no foul brood

Mr; France—No sir.
Dr. Miller—I have held that ui 

the last week or so. I was very mui 
surprised to find in one of the Bel; 
journals that a very careful examii 
tion was made by Dr. Lambotte,wl 
is, as I understand it, a very 
bacteriologist. He went to work 
examined it, and I confess to you 
is very hard for me to believe th< 
is any truth in it, and yet 1 belied 
the investigations were thorougl 
made. He found that the liacil 
alvei was nothing more nor less tl 
another microbe. The first'thing 
noticed was its great similarity 
another rather commonly knoi 
microbe, and then he made very 
ful tests and decided it was exai 
the same thing ; that under cei 
circumstances this microbe, 
bacillus vulgaris mesentericus, w 
have such changes made in it as 
produce foul brood ; and that it 
the same bacillus under a little di 
ent condition. My own impi

rati
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i that this is correct, although I don’t 
<e to believe that foul brood is in a 
althy colony.
A Member -Is foul brood animal 
vegeaable life ?
Mr. Frauce—As far as we can 
cide that, we would call it vegetable 
its nature, yet it has a power of 

notion Similar to that of a worm, and 
that way would much resemble 

e ; but at the same time it is 
enerally understood by scientists to 

: of vegetable matter.
Mr. France—I want you all to ex- 
nine these samples of foul brood, 

nd I want to get-daylight for your 
hspection. Please handle these 

carefully, because you may 
ither the germs of disease ; and 

[hen you look at them take the comb 
t>wn to look into the bottom of the 

. That is the one thing I am try- 
to emphasize, and what we are 

oking for. Take it at an angle until 
ke light strikes it just a little over 
je front end, when you will see that 
[tie black scale turned up in that
iy-.

Member—That will be to the 
ont of the cell, won’t it ?
|Mr. France—Yes, nearly to the 
Ont side.—From report of Chicago 
|d North Western Convention in 

American Bee Journal.

national Convention Notice
34th Annual Convention of the 

aal Bee Keepers’ Association will 
I held in Los Angeles, Calif., on Aug. 
Il9, and 20, 1903, in Blanchard’s Hall, 
|235 S. Broadway. The headquarters 
;hc Association during the convention

will be at the Natick House, corner of 
First and Main Streets.

It is expected that this will be the 
largest and best convention ever held by 
the bee-keepers of America. Every one 
interested in the production of honey 
should be present, if at all possible. 
Besides the question-box, which will be 
one of the special features of the program 
the following subjects will be discussed 
in papers by the prominent bee-keepers 
mentioned. Afterward a free and full 
discussion will be had by all in attendance 
who wish to particiate. The subjects 
and men to introduce then# are as follows

“Honey Exchanges pfld Co-operation 
anong Bee-Keepers’’ by Prof A. J. Cook, 
Claremont, Calif.

“How to Make Money Producing 
Extracted Honey,” by J. F. McIntyre, 
Sespe, Calif. Response by E. S. Lovesy 
Sati Lake City, Utah.

“V16 Production and Sale of Chunk 
Honey.”by HomerH. Hyde, Floresville, 
Texas. Response by C. P. Dadant. 
Hamilton, 111.

“The Eradication of Foul Brood,” by 
N. E, France, Platteville, Wis.

‘Reminiscences of Bee-Keeping and 
Bee-keepers in the Early Days," by A I. 
Root.

There will be reports by the officers, 
which include Pres. Hutchinson, General 
Manager France, and Secretary York.

The California bee-keepers are plan
ning to give all in attendance one of the 
grandest receptions imaginable on the 
first evening, Tuesday, Aug. 18. No one 
will want to miss this feature of the 
convention.

It is an opportunity of a lifetime to 
take the trip to California, as all eonven-

f
 n members can avail themselves of 
s low railroad rates as i Chômes at the 
ne of the Grand Army meeting in San, 
ancisco, and the same rates apply to 
Los Angeles.
For further information or particulars 

that may be desired, address the Secre
tary, 144 E. Erie St., Chicago, 111.

George W. York, Sec. 
W. Z. Hutchinson, Pres.

"PAGE METAL GATES ?roe“i0* erjssno one can afford

that is low enough in price for General farm purposes.
fence. Poultry

Light, and yet strong enough to sup- 
the end while he swings around tne 

them to sag. They are neat in
_____ ___________ etlme. Will not sag nor get rickety.
are supplied with latches which allow them to be open 

and are self acting. The only good metal gate 
We also ”

to use wooden ones, 
port a heavy man on 
circle without causing them to sag.

e, will last a Uf. -----
___lyares ..............
ed«

Mails and Staples. The Page Wire Fanes Co..Ui»lttd, Mfalkervllle. Ont
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DO YOU want o'OTTAWA’S FAR. 
ITALIAN queens Z famed FAIR.

—WRITE----

Goold, Shapley & Muir Co.,
Limited, Brantford, Canada

CANADIAN
POULTRY 

. . . REVIEW
Best all poultry paper pub
lished. ::

i year.............................5°c.
3 years.........................$1.00
3 subscriptions, i year, i.oo

SAMPLE—FREE
ADDRESS :

TORONTO. ONT.

36TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

WESTERN FAIR
LONDON V

The Paragon of Exhibitions, to be held

SEPT. II - 19, 1903
Will eclipse all past Shows. Many! 

innovations this year. Largely ia-j 
creased prize li»t and special premiun 
for competitions and chasses. Additioi 
in the interest of the farmer. Dog Sho 
included. Grand special attraction 
Card of races prepared the best ev 
announced in Eastern Canada; trottii 
and running every day.

Greatest Looping 
itn boi

„ of the LoqJfcct done. Belli 
bomb drop. The grand mai 

...........iln
As censions with bomb drop. "The ______
da n< ere Juki from tuiope <86 ladlee In the troiiy 
M arveHons pe formâmes with trained hordes«_ 
d oks and many other of the best specialties till 
h ad, already arranged for. *

Eruption of Mount Pelee, Martinique and I 
struetion of St. Pierre, that great calamity tl 
recently horrified the world, to be vidly represi 
ed at night. A wonderful spectacular with I 
grandest of night shown. Grandest fireworks ( 
play ever seen at the Capital

Special Rates on all Railways and Steambt 
for both Exhibitors and Visitors.

For Prize Lists,Entry Forms and all info! 
write the Secretary

E. MCMAHON.\

SEPT. It TO 19. 1903
ENTRIES CLOSE SERT. IOTH.

ITALIAN QUEEI
(BY MAIL)

Bright Prospects for a big Show. 
Liberal Prizes, Interesting Competitions 

HONEY A PROMINENT FEATURE
Afternoon and Evening Entertainments 

on a grand scale.
Special Rates and Trains on all Roads.

Prize Lists 
cation to

. information on appli-

Col. W. M. Gartshore,
President.

J A. Nelles,
Secretary.

Golden and
Honey Queer

Untested after July 1st, 75c. each, 6| 
$4.00.

Tested after July 1st, $1.25 each,I 
$7.00.

Breeders, each $3.00, after July 1st. I 

D.J. BLOCKER, Pearl City,|
Safe arrival guaranteed.


