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REPORT
0f the Commissioners appointed té iquire iuto the origin and cue éf
the Fire at 'the Grey Nunery or Hospice des Seurs de la Charite',"
on the Third of May last, and the circumstances attending the same :-

To Ris Excellency thie'R*ght -Honorable JAmffS, Earl of ELGTN and KINcAEnroe,
Baron ELGIN, H.T., Governor General of British North America and
Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over the Provinces of
Canada, Nova Scotia,.- New Brunswick, and the Island 'of Prince Edw.ard,
and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c.

Mav it please Your Excellency:
The undersigned Commissionersý appointed byý Ris, Exceilency Lieutenant

General Row4N, late Administrator of -the Government of Canada, to inquxire
into the origin of the Fire which, on the third day of May last, consumed the
building known as the " Grey Nunnery" or ' Hospice des Surs de la Charité," in
St. John Saburb of this City; and which, on the twenty-fourth of March iast,
was Ieased by Government, from Ris Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, for the
sittings of the Provincial Parliament, have the honor to report:-

That, having taken the Oath of Office prescribed by law, and obtained the use
of the Appeal Office, (Queen's Bench,) in the Court flouse of this City, for the
sittings of the Commission, they, on the eighth day of the said month-of May
last, commenced their investigation, and continued from day to day thereafter, call-
ing before them such persons as it was believed would be able to establish, y their
testimony, the state and condition of the Building immediately preceding the fire,
or who might. have it in their power to throw some light upon its origin and ause,
and the circumstances connected therewith. They also requested by public noice
(Appendix B.) all persons who might have any knowledge of the manner in whick
the fire originated, or who might be in possession of any facts or circumstances
calculated to forward the object of the investigation, to appear before them and
give their evidence; which notice had, however, no effect in eliciting any additional
testimony.

The calamity, into the causes of which the undersigned have been appointed to
imquire, haviDg so closelv followed the destruction, by fire, of the Parliament Build-
Ings within the walls of this City, they feitthat it was their duty to givetw>
fullest scope to their investigation, and to leave no means untried, however remote,
which might assist them in discovering how the Fire had originated; whether
ascribable to negligence, or to one of those accidents which will sometimes courc,
despite of ordinary, and even extraordinary precautions against fire, or to the o
of the incendiary.

The inquiry of the Commission has -been more particularly directed to the.
following points

1o. The state of the building on the day of the fire, and at the latest possiblÉ
moment immediately preceding the discovery that it was on.fire.



2o. The measures which had been adopted, either to.prevent or to meet acci-
dents by fire.

3o. The precise part of the building in which the fire originated, and the time
of its commencement.

4o. The cause or origin of the fire.
1o. The edifice which was consumed by fire on the third day of May last,

consisted of-1st. A central building of six stories, on St. Olivier Street, (besides
the basement,) from which extended the Chapel in rear, facing upon Richelieu
Street, the floor of the Chapel corresponding with the third story on St. Olivier
Street, owing to the difference of elevation between those two streets. 2ndly. A
wing to the westward of the centre building, four stories high, on St. Olivier
Street. 3rdly. Another wing, called the Southern or South-west wing, projecting
en arriere corps from the West wing, and having an entrance on Richelieu Street,
to theline of which it extended.-(Vide plans, A. B. C. D. E. F. and G., hereunto
annexed.)

The building occupied by the Reverend Sisters of Charity or SSurs Grises,
formed, to the Eastward, another wing on St. Olivier Street. This 'wing was the
only part of the whole fabric which escaped the conflagration, its preservation be-
mg entirely due to iron doors which closed the communication between the old
and the new buildings, and which had providentially been placed a day or two
before the fire.

On the third day of May last, most of the carpenter's and joiner's work was
completed in the wings and centre building, and also in the chapel. The plaster-
mg .was also far advanced. There were still, however on that day, upwards of
one hundred and fifty carpenters and joiners in active employment within the
building, working under the direction of the several contractors, Messrs. Benoit,
Giroux, Patry and Vezina. There were also some plasterers and labourers em-
ployed, besides plumbers and gas-fitters, forming a total of about two hundred
mechanics and labourers at work in the various parts of the building on the day in
question.

The floors of the fifth and sixth stories had been washed, and the char-women
had, on the day of the ire, commenced to wash the floors of the fourth story
from which the rubbish had been previously removed for that purpose.

In the other parts of the building chips and shavings were to be found in greater
or less quantities, notwithstanding the daily removal out of doors and the carting
away of large quantities of them,

There were twelve or thirteen stoves dispersed throughout the building, which
were shifted, as occasion required, from one place to another. Of these stoves,
four, it appears from the evidence of Giroux, contractor, were in the chapel; every
other witness appears to have seen but two there.

One of the stoves was in the apartment designated on the plan D of the third
story, as the " Speaker's room," in rear of the chapel; the other stoves were va-
riously disposed in the wings and the other stories of the central building.

When the stoves were heated, chips and shavings were used as fuel; but it is ini
evidence that several of the stoves had not been heated on the third of May; and,
as regards the stove which was in the apartment where the fire originated, no fire
had been made in it for four or five days immediately preceding the disaster. One
of the men who worked .in that room had, on the day in question, some of his tools
(having 'wooden handles) deposited on the stove.

Such was the state of the building on the evening the fire broke out.
2o. As regards the precautions adopted to prevent accidents by fire, it would

appear that, besides the strictest prohibition against smoking within the building,



a most careful supervision of. the stoves was practised, no fires being allowed to be
rmade, after five o'clock, p.m., whilst at six they were to be extinguished altogether.
There is no evidence that these injunctions were violated. The surveillance of the
interior of the building was entrusted to Jean Patry, one of the Contractors, in
conjunction with the Reverend Ladies of the Hospice de la C7arité, two or more
of whom visited the whole of the building every day, after the departure of the
workmen, at noon and at six in the evening; and then again, between eight and
nine o'clock at night, the inspection was repeated, one of the Nuns, in their latter
visit, carrying an ordinary glass lantern, lighted by a common tallow candle. On
these occasions the stoves were examined, the dampers closed, and chips and
shavings, when found near them, were removed, and every care seems to have been
taken, to avoid the possibility of danger fromn the stoves in question.

The interior of the building being thus superintended, the outside was guarded
by one Pierre Rousseau, who had been specially appointed by order of the Chief
Commissioner of Publie Works to watch during the night. This night-watch
commenced usually at eight o'clock, and was continued until about four lu the
morning, at which hour the Nuns are in the habit of rising.

The Chief Comminiioner of Publie Works had, a few days before the Lre,
directed that water casks should be placed within the building, and that a fire
engine should be also kept in the chapel, to be in readiness to meet any accident
that might occur. The former. direction had, on the third of May, been se far
complied with, that a cask of water was lodged in the inside Of the Chapel, near
the door on Richelieu Street, and another had been placed near the principal entrance
on St. Olivier Street. The order to lodge a lire engine in the Chapel had not yet
been complied with, in consequence, as it appears, of the fire engine designed for
that purpose having been sent te Mr. Louis Lemoine, Mechanician, for repairs,
previously to its being placed in the building iùuquestion, and these repairs, although
pressed by the Government Architect, not having yet been completed; a delay the
more to be deplored from the conviction on the minds of the Commissioners, re-
sulting from the evidence, that had such an engine with proper hose been on the
spot -when the ire was irst discovered, it would have been easily mastered and
extingushed.

3e. It has been established, with a precision seldom attainable in such cases,
that the ire originated in the North-easterly part or angle of the apartment desig-
nated on the architect's plan D, hereunto annexed, as the "Speaker's room ;"
which was the second room in the third story on St. Olivier Street, to the West-
ward of the division-wall between the old and the new building, and iu the rear
of, and upon a level with, the chapel. The testimony of Rousseau, who, it seems,
first discovered the light in the Eastern windows of the chapel, about ifteen or
twenty minutes after nine o'clock, is positive upon that point, and his statement,
in that particular, is fully confirmed by others. From a pile of boards, ou Riche-
lieu Street, he saw, through the large window on the Eastern side of the chapel
door, that the lire had commenced lu a heap of shavings in the room referred to,
and he could even distingnish the broken laths, which the fiames had not yet
reached, in the burning heap. It was then that he hastened to the door of the
Convent to alarm the Nuns, and met the three men, whom he describedasiconing
up the Côte a Cotton, crying out " Fire !" The knocking at the Couvent door net
being immediately replied to, Rousseau hurried along St Olivier Street; -to the
central door of the building on Lre, intending to force it open; but he found the
small door ajar or partly open, (entre ouverte,) and, merely pushing it, rushed up
stairs to the third story, followed by the three-men referred to; and, from theIlnd-
ing of the centre stairs, saw, through the open doors of the Speaker's apart-
ment, the fire blazing along its . eoor and apparently more violent towardsthe
North-east angle of the room in which were accumulated the shavings, which Ihe



mentioned as having first scen through the chapel window, on Richelieu Street.
Rousseau then returned to the street, with the three persons who had followed
him up stairs, and, hastening again to the Nunnery door, saw there three police-
men, who were knocking loudly to arouse the Nuns, one of whom, the Lady Su-
perior, then opened the door, and led the persons, who had been thus knocking,
through the Convent yard, into the new building, and left them at the foot of the
principal staircase, upon which many people were already crowding, some of*whomn
were bringing down burthens which, it seems, were chests of carpenters' tools, which
the mechanics were saving from the flames. In the mean time, Jean Patry, one of
the contractors, who owned and occupied an adjoining house, and who kept the key
of the main door in the Westerly wing, having been roused by the cry of " Fire'
and warned by his neighbour, Mrs. Thomas, that the lire was in the new building,
had hastened, with a lantcrn, to the spot, and entering by the door of which he
had the key, ascended, by two flights of stairs in the South wing, to the third
story, and reacbed, by the corridors of that story, the apartment in which the fire
was to be seen at the head of the main or central staircase, and identified as the
room designated on the plan D, and intended for the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, as before nentioned. Much of the floor was in flames, as also the par-
tition of rouglh boards, which divided that apartment from a smaller one to the
North-east, and which is designated on the same plan as " Dressing-room." Patr
instantly ran to the chapel door, in quest of water, a cask of which he was aware
had been deposited there; but, finding no buckets. he unbarred the chapel door
and called aloud for buckets, which he immediately obtained, and, hurrying back
with water, followed by several persons, he threw the contents of the bucket into
the flames, and, hastening back for more, saw a person, whom he did not know,
(and who turns out to have been Mr. Audy, of the Inspector General's Depart-
ment, a witness since examined,) who took from him his lantern and his bucket,
telling him to run home and get others,-which he did. When le returned the
dames had already invaded the chapel.

Rousseau and Patry do not appear to have met, although both must have stood
ut the head of the stairway, in the centre building, within a few minutes of each
other.-This, it is thought, may be satisfactorily accounted for by Rousseau baving
ascended and immediately descended again. by the main central staircase, and issu-
ing ont of the centre door, whilst Patry went up to the third story by the staircase
ln the south wing, and then probably reached the head of the main staircase a
minute or two after Rousseau and the three men who were with him had left it.-
This presumption is confirmed by the fact that. when Rousseau went round to the
chapel door on Richelieu Street, lie found it open and several persons already enter-
ng by it, the bars having been withdrawn by Patry. Rousseau was therefore the

firet who entered the building with the men who followed him,-Patry the next;-
and both agree perfectly in describing the fire as having originated in the room desig-
nated, and in tIe north-eastern part of that room towards St. Olivier Street.

4o. The Commissioners, after having carefully and minutely interrogated each
witness, and having given the most attentive and mature consideration to the mass
of testimony to be found in the Appendix to their report (C.) have been unable to
come to any determnination whatever as to the origin or cause of the fire, the facts
disclosed not being such as could lead to any conclusion beyond mere conjectures
as to certain possible casualities, which are as much within the reach of the reader
of the evidence as of the Commissioners, as they have received no impression cal-
culated to give weight or effect to one portion of the testimony more than another,
or tending to any conviction different from such as may be produced by the evidence
itself.

There is no doubt that from the magnitude, form and distribution of the building
the numerous apartmentsinto whichitwas subdivided,and the facilities ofaccess to the



interior, through openings in the basement of the south-west wing, an evil-designed
person might have penetrated into the room, where the fire is shown to have ongi-
nated, and fired the building; but the Commissioners are not only of opinion that
there exists no evidence that would justify the inference that the fire in question
was the act of an incendiary, but, during the whole course of the examination,
the conviction continually gained ground that this calamity was the result of pure
accident, of which however they could obtain no trace. Nor does there appear to
have been any neglect in guarding against accidents by fire on the part cither of
the contractors, or of others entrusted with the sùperintendence of the edifice dur-
ing its progress to completion. The ordinary precautions, at least, seem to have
been taken to guard against such accidents; but the Commissioners are impressed
with the conviction, in considering the evidence -which they have recorded on the
present investigation, that, had the wise injunction given by the Chief Commission-
er of Public Works to the Governnent Architeet, three days before the occurrence
of the fire, to place a fire engine within the walls of the chapel, been immediately
complied with, the building would, without doubt, have been saved, since all the
witnesses, who were early on the spot, conour in declaring.that a comparatively few
buckets of water might, in the outset, have subdued the flames and extinguished
them.

The undersigned. although their instructionslimitedthem to the investigation ofthe
origin of the fire which consumed the above mentioned Building, and although any
observation, beyond the immediate sphere of their inquiry, may be considered gratui-
tous and as transcending their functions, would, nevertheless, respectfully submitto
His Excellency, as the result of their investigation, coupled with some knowledge
of the internal construction of the Parliament House previously destroyed, that in
all Public Buildings, whose dimensions greatly exceed those of an ordinary private
dwelling house, there can be no effectual precautions adopted against fire, unless, in
conjunction with the most rigid su*rveillance by night and day, the construction of
the building be such as to divide it into separate portions, each perfectly insulated
by the intervention of stone walls, with double iron doors, so as thereby, or by, any
other more certain means, to prevent the extension of the flames from any portion
of the building wherein a fire may originate, to the remaining portion of it, as was
strikingIy illustrated by the preservation from the flames of the eastern wing ofth e

Hoq pie&de la Ckarité,' in the actual occupation of the Nuns,.ýby the iron doora,
to which allusion has already been made: and in every instance, in which the form

f the building departs froni one straight line, and consists of wings at right angles
ôr otherwise, so as to place windows or other openings opposite and in too close proi.
mity to each other, and thereby to expose them to the action of the ßfames or of
intense heat, they would suggest that the window frames and sashes be made of
incombustible materials, and that they be further protected by massive iron shutters
on such sides of the building as would be exposed to danger from the flames issuing
from other buildings or from parts of the same building.

All which is humbly submitted.
DUNBAR ROSS,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE

QuEBEc, 19th June, 1854.
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D.-DRAWINGS, (FROM A. TO G.)

Appendix A.
PROVINCE OF

L. -S.] CANADA.

By His Excellency Lieutenant General WLuAM ROwAN C.B., Administrator of
the Government of the Province of Canada, and Commander of Her
Majesty's Forces therein, &c., &c., &c.

To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may concern,
GmmE:

WTHEREAS, on the niglht of the third day of May instant, the building known
as the Grey Nunnery, situated in the City of Quebec, and temporarily en-

gaged for holding thérein the meeting of the Legislature, was wholy consumed by
e; and, whercas it is highly desirable that the cause of the said calamity, and al

the circumstances connected therewith should be investigated into and ascertained.
Know Ye, that under and pursuant to the provisions of an Act of the Legisla-

ture of the Province of Canada, passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty's Reign,
intituled, "An Act to empower Commissioners for inquiring into matters connected
" with the public business, te take evidence on oath," the authority in me thereby
vested, and by and with the advice and consent of Her Majesty's Executive Coun-
cil for the said Province, I have nominated, constituted and appointed, and by
these presents do nominate, constitute and appoint Dunbar Ross and Robert S. M.
Bouchette, of the City of Quebec, in the District of Quebec, to be Commnissioners
to make inquiry into the causes of the said fire, and all thecircumstances connected
therewith; and I do hereby authorize and empower them, the said Dunbar Ross
and Robert S. M. Bouchette, as such Commissioners, to summon. before them any
person or persons as witness or witnesses, and to require such person or persons to
gve evidence on oath, orally or ini writing, and to produce such documents and
things as they the said Dunbar Ross and Robert S. M. Bouchette deem requisite
tO e fuIl investigation of the matters and things aforesaid. To have and to hold
the sid Office of Commissioners, for the purposes aforesaid, unto them the said
Dunbar Ross and Robert S. M. Bouchette, during pleasure. Amd I do hereby
require the said Dunbar Ross and Robert S. M. Bouchette to report the result of
the above-mentioned investigation, with all convenient speed, to the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, or Person ministering the GoverMnentfor the time being.



Given under my hand and Seal at Arms, this fourth day of May, in the yearof
Our Lord one thousand cight hundred and fifty-four, andin the seventeenth
year of Her Majesty's Reign.

(Signed,) WM. ROWAN.

By Command,
(Signed,) PIERRE J. O. CHAUVEAU,

Secretary

I certify that the within named Dunbar Ross and Robert Shore Milnes Bouchette
appeared before me this day, and personaly took and subscribed the oath for the
faithful discharge of-the trust hereby reposed in them.

(Signed,) J. GREEN,
C.P.D.

QUEBEc, 6th May, 1854.

[Notice published in all the Quebec Newspapers.3

PUBLIC NOTICE.
THE undersigned, Commissioners appointed to In9 uire into the ongin of te fire,

which, on the third day of May instant, destroyed the building in St. John
Suburb of this City known as the Hospice de la -Carité or Grey Nunner> and
leased for the sittings of the Legislature, request ail persons having any knowleòge
of the origin of the said fire, or of the c*=cumstancestherewith connected, to appear
and give evidence before the Commission now sitting every day, between teh(urs
of ten and four, in the Appeal Office,in -the Court House of this City.

(Signed,) DUNBAR ROSS,
I. S. M. BOUCHETTE

Qpsaac, llth May, 1854.

Appendix C.
(List of Depositions.1

No. 1.-The Honorable Jean Chabot. No. 6.-Chales Gingras.
2.-Charles Bai1arg. 7.-John Fenning Taylor.
3.-Jean Patry. 8-Mr. Widow Thoma.
4.-Jean Benoit 9.-Révérende Soeur Maltn
5.-Mauice Marceux. Tea- <do &oeurSt.Woi



No. Il.-Pierre Rousseau.
12.-Philippe Marcoux.
13.-Rév6rende Sour Lapierre.
14.-Grégoire Couture.
15.--Ienriette Lapierre.
16.-Jean Petit.
17.-John Pye.
18.-Widow John Rty.
J9.-Michael Keating.
20.-Etienne Gingras.
21.-John Webb.
22.-William Drum.
23.--George Langylois.
24.-Mrs. François Ratté.
25.-Henry Dean.
26.-Mrs. Louis Moisan.
27.-Edmund Paddon.
28.-Wm. Roger Dean.
29.-Jean Btc. Gilbert.
30.-Mrs. Pierre Rousseau.

No. 31.-Mrs. George Langlais.
32.-The Honorable Louis Massue.
33.-George Harwood.
34.-Elmire Harwood.
35.-Thomas Andrews.
36.-Ferdinand Gingras.
37.-Louis Cantin.
38.-Raphaël Giroux.
39.-John Gilmour.
40.-Toussaint Vézina.
41.-Jacques Roy Audy.
42.-James Dean.
43.-Apolline Gingras.
44.-Joseph Gingras.
45.-Michael McAvoy.
46.-John O'Leary.
47.-Benjamin Daikers.
48.-Louis Lemoine.
49.-Pierre Gauvreau.

No. 1.
PROVINCE op T HE Honorable JEAN CHABOT, Chief Commissioner of

CANADA. J Public Works for the saidProvince,being duly sworn on theHoly
Evangelists, doth depose and say :-In the beginning of March last, the Commis-
sioners of Public Works, pursuant to an order in Council, rented of His Grace
the Archbishop of Quebec, the building then in course of construction by him, in
St. John's Suburbs, and intended as a residence for the Nune, called theGrey
Nuns or Sisters of Charity, for the purpose of there fitting up the rooms required
for the sittings of the Legislature and clerks thereof. The Commissioners bound
themselves to furnish and complete the building in question at the expense of the
Government, the Archbishop furnishing all the materials then purchased, and the
work commenced.

The workmen were bound to do the necessary work, viz :.-Messrs. Benoit,
Toussaint Vezina, Jean Patry and Raphael Giroux. Each of these four workmen
was respectively in charge of the following works:-Raphael Giroux had the
interior of the chapel Benoit the centre building, six stories igh; Vezina the
new building, four stories high, between the centre building and the South-west
wing, and Patry the rear wing.

Messrs. Murphy and O'Leary were the contractors for the rendering and plas-
tering.

These workmen, with the men engaged by them, were the only persons who
worked inside the building. Mr. Charles Baillargé, architect, had the superin-
tendence and direction of al the work. The Sisters of Charity had undertaken to
watch the interior of the building, as well at noon as in the evenig, after the work-
men left, jointly with the said Jean Patry,-the Commissioners having considered
that more care and attention would be shewn by the Nuns than by any other per-
sons, in watching; and it was understood and agreed that the same salary should
be allowed to the Nuns as would be given to any other person for thus watching

Towards the end of Aprl last, on representations made by Mr Thomas Amiot



and others, that heaps of shavings were sometimes left about the buildingoutside,
and that evikdisposed persons might set fire thereto, or that fre migtb set sto
them by Omokers passing by, I ordered Pierre Gauvreau, Architect of he Depart-
ment of Public Works, to send to the building in question a fire enigiàne and some
casks or barrels for holding water.

On the first instant I engaged Pierre Rousseau te watch around the building
every night, and he was to associate with him such other fit and trustworthy per-
sons as he should deem proper, and he was to commence the watch in question on
tho evening of the third of the present month.

On-the third instant about half-past nine or a quarter to ten in the evening, some
one knocked at my door, and the servant girl having opened it, there was acry "tell
"Mr. Chabot the new Parliament House is on fire." I looked out of window in
that direction, but I.saw no light. I immediately went out, and, ondoingso, percei;v
ed the light.

When I reached St. John's Gate I heard the fire-bell begin to ring. When I
arrived at the building it was all on fire-the dome and the steeple had net yet
fallen. I immediately entered the residence of the Nuns adjoining the sid build-
ing and to the .north-east of it, and I remained there watching those who were
endeavouring to prevent the fire communicating with the said residence.

Between the Nuns' residence and the burned building there were iron doors on
the three stories. These doors had been placedthere a few days previously; I believe
that the fixing of them had been completed only on the eveniig of the fre. The
iron door intended to be placed in the celar was on the premises but had not been
flxed in its place. This opening was watched during the fire by several persons,
and stopped up with earth and other materials. But for these iron doors it would
have been impossible, to have preserved the Nuns' residence from fire.

I had given positive orders not to allow any person to smoke within the building
in question, and that if any of the workmen disobeyed those orders, the Contractora
should inmediately discharge then; and placards had been put up inside the build-
ing to the same effect, as regarded visitors.

The Archbishop had insured the building for six thousand pounds, and the Go-
vernment was bound to pay the extra prmium required by the Insurers while the
men were working. And further deponent saith not.

The above deposition having been read by deponent, he deelares that it contains
the truth, persists therein, and hath signed.

(Signed,) J. CHABOT
Sworn before us at Quebec,

the eighth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and ffty-four.

(Signed, DUNmR Ross,
R. S. M. BoucETuE.

No. 2.
PnOviNE 0F HARLES BAILLAIRGE, Esquire, of the -City of Quebec,

CANADA. lrhiteet, aged twenty-seven yers appeared fre m-
nissieners above-named, and being duly sworn, depose£'.and saith:-I wasd te

Architeet employed by the Commiioners cf Public Worka to draw plans fortbde
interior division of the building known as "the Grey Nuns' Ohariae .Aylnm
situate j» St. Johns Suburb, of the City of-Quebec, which building was destroyed



by fire on the third instant. I was engaged in the month of March last to alter
the original interior of the said building, so as to suit it for its intended occupation
by the Provincial Parliament. In consequence I made plans of the building in
question and of the distribution of each story and of the basegicnt, copies of whieh
plans I now produce, markcd A. B. C. D. E. F. and G.

The distributions, as indicatedin the said plans, have undergone partial modifica-
tions during the progress of the work.

I visited the said building daily, whilst the work was going on.
My duty as Architect, was to direct, and sec that the work was executed accord-

ing to the plans, and to give the workmen the necessary explanations to execute
the same.

On the third of May instant, the whole of the divisions of the Carpenters' and
Joiners' work of the centre building was done, and most of the divisions of the south
wing were also made. The Carpenters and Joiners were, however, still at work, as
well in the centre as in the other parts of the said building.

The sixth, fifth and fourth stories of the centre building were, I believe, com-
pletely divided and finished, with the exception of the papering of some of the
partitions, and no worknen were employed there on the third of May instant,
except some plasterers, to the best of rny belief. The divisions in the third and
second stories were complete, but a number of joiners were still at work in each of
those two stories, and preparing some work for .the other parts of the building.

As to the first or lowest story, on St. Olivier Street, it was finished, with the
exception of the plastering, and occupied as school rooms by the Grey Nuns.

Labourers were at work in the basement, preparing mortar and digging drains.
The floor of the chapel, in the rear of the centre building and facing Richelieu

Street, was on a level with the floor of the third story of the centre building on
St. Olivier Street, and the vault or ceiling of the chapel rose above the level of the
other three stories.

The whole of the Carpenters' work was done in the chapel, and the first coat of
the plastering was laid; the Joiners were still ut work there. There was a great
quantity of scaffolding and of wood work and materials in the chapel. About
thirty men were at work there.

The divisions of tie south-west wing were finished except in the two lowest sto-
ries of the south section. The joiners were still at work in the south-west wing,
making shelves for the Library, seats for the Council Gallery, &c.

On the third of May instant therc were two stoves in the chapel, with about
twenty-five feet of stove-pipes to cach; the pipes entered the chimneys at the ordi-
nary heigth of a stove-pipe, immediately under the first gallery, that is, about two
er three feet lower.

There were about three or four stoves in the centre building, that is, in the second
and third stories, and one in the sixth story; those stoves were shifted from one
place to another as occasion required. I do not exactly recollect the position or
length of the pipes ; some were about twenty or thirty feet long and may have
passed through partitions in which stone rings had been placed.

On the third day of May instant, I was in the said building until about a quarter
past seven o'cloek in the-evening. The Contractor for the chape], Raphaël Giroux,
was there at the time, as also Jean Patry, another of the Contractors, Mr. Taylor,
the Clerk of the Council; one Mr. Druni, Upholsterer, and two of his sons were alse
in the building on that evening, at the hour above'stated. When I wentaway, at
a quarter past seven on that evening, I left Raphaël Giroux in the chapel, who
bolted the door (cf the chapel) through which I went out, after me. I did not see
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Jean Patry in the building, when I left it, but he was there a.few minutes before.
I left Mr. Taylor andcthe Drums in the fourth .story of the west wing, in the Coun-
cil Chamber.

At about half-past six o'clock that evening, Isawtwo or three of the Nuns going
through the· building, on their usual tour, and looling inte every- stove, putting
away the shavings and. taking other precautions against fire. It was then quite
light. I saw them in the centre buildings and in other:parts cf ihe edifice.

There was a large quantity of chips and shavings throughout the unflnished part
of the building, and the stoves were heated with them.

On the third of May instant there was, I think, more shavings than had been
produced that day. There appeared to be an accumulation of chips and-shavings.
The stoves in the building could not consume the quantity produced daily, and but
a small quantity was, I believe, removed from the buildng through the Church
door. The shavings may possibly have been removed unknown to me, through the
doors eopening on St. Olivier Street. The prohibition to smoke in the building
was, as far as I could see, strictly enforced. At least i saw no one smoking e-the.

For several days previous to the third of May instant, I remarked that no fire
had been made in the second and third stories of the centre building. I repeatedly.
applied my hands to the stoves and found them cold, and I do not believé that
there was any fire made in the stoves in the said stories on the third day of ay
instant, but I do not remember examining -if there was any.

I was early enough on the ground, on the third May instant, to perceive that
the fire must have originated in the second or third story of the centre building.

The only fire which I saw in the building, besides that in some of the stoves,
was made by the plumbers in the hearth of the basement.

The iron doors, between the old wing occupied by the Nuns and the new build
ing, must have been put up within two days previous to the night of the fire
There were three of the iron doors placed. The one in the basement was not put
in. The aperture was closed. with sand, during the fire, to protect the old wing.

The accumulation of shavings and other combustible matter in the building ne-
cessitated the greatest care to guard against fire.

There were three outer doors in use in the building, namely, the door of the
chapel on Richelieu Street, one door -u the main or centre part of the building
on St. Olivier Steeet. Through these doors the contractors and their men went
in and out. There was also oe door facing the yard, through' whichacesscould
be had tthe intenior of the building when the gateýwas opened. " Thereiwere. se-
verabof tle celar windows andadoors on St. Olivier Street whch were usedur-
ing the day, for the purpose of taking i sand, mortar and other.materialsand
they were temperarily closed at nigit by placing boards against them, suppted
by another board behind them. It would have been possible to rcmove those
boards,.and te gain access te the interior of the building by thatmaen There
were also in the South wing several cellar windows which, 1 believe, remained
open at night. They had been lately made, and through them access might be
had to the interior of the building, by climbing over the yard fence, wrlncEhwas
about ten feet high, and, having entered that wing, the centre building coïdd be
easily reached, there being several communication doors. These severalopenings
were not overlooked by any buildings immediately opposite.

I believe that the Nuns had tfekey of the door ln the centre building, on-St
Olivier Street; Giroux had the key of the chapel on Richelieu Street, audPätry
had the key of the South-west wing.

Messrs.Murphyand O'Learythe plasterers, had the chargeof blockingupthéer
doors andwindows,ýatnight; theyusedtheceartopreparetheirmortarandplater



My inpression was, when i irst saw the lte, and stil is, that it originated in
the apartments marked on the plan of the third story as the "Speaker's room" and

Dressing-room." I do not recollect going into those two rooms on the third of
May instant. I believe there was a stove in the Speaker's room, but I believe it
was not heated on that day. 'My reason for this belief is, that I know that it had
not been heated for several days before the third instant. I believe that there were
some shavings in that room, when I went into it. Joiners and carpenters were at
work on the third instant, in some of the rooms of the third story. of the centre
building. They were preparing work for other parts of the building. The interior
doors in that story, nor in- any other part of the centre building, were not yet
placed, (with the exception of the door of the Speaker's room communicating with
the lobby, which, I believe was hing,) and that circumstance must, in a great

enasure, account for the rapidity with which the fire spread throughout the build-
ing.

Queson,-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom,.of any other matter or thing, touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were :destroyed by it, of. a nature tô explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said lire ? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever calculated
to shew that the .said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of re, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer,-I know nothing more than what I have deposed.
And further deponent saitli not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) CHS. BAILLAIRGE'.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

the 8th May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,

R. S. M. BoucHETTE.

PROVNcE OF T EAN PATRY, of the City of Quebec, Master Joiner, being
CANAA. j E duly sworm on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:-At

the beginning of the month of March last, I contracted with the Commissioners of
Public Works for this Province, for the finishing of a part of the building then in
course of construction by His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, in St. John Sub-
urb of the said City, intended as a residence for the Religious Ladies called Grey
Nuns or Sisters of Charity. It was the southern part of the said building, that is
to say, the south wing adjoining the west wing, that I thus undertook to finish.

On the third of May instant the work undertaken by me was nearly finished and I
expected to complete my contract during the present week. There were remaining
there only the shavings of the third of May.

When this building was commenced, I was employed by Ris Grace the Archbishop
to do the work required in the west wing; and during the whole time that I was
thus employed, I had, jointly with the Nuns, the watching of the building, and I
continued that watch jointly with those Ladies, until the evening that the fire took
place.

On the evening of the third of May instant, I left the building at seven o'clock



and left there Raphael Giroux who kept the key. He had some work to do: nthe
Chapel,

As soon as the clock struck six, most of the workmen left, and two of those Ladies
entered -the building, to make their usual visit. I accompanied them for some
time. I believe these Nuns were Sister St. Louis and Sister Lefèbvre.

It was on leaving Mr. Baillairné the Architect, and Raphael Giroux the Sculpter,
in the Chape], that I met the unns going their round. I had already seen them
pass from one room to another some moments before. I went through several
apartments and put myhands'upon the stoves, which I found cold. I did not on that
evening, go into the room markcd on the plan D., "Speaker's Room," but Isaw tlat
the floor had been washed on that day. There were a few shavings in the passage
into which that room opens. I went into nearly every room of the centre part of
the said building, from the ground floor on St. Olivier Street, to the third story
inclusively. I did not go igher up that day. I then left the building by the
outer door of the west wing of the said building, on S t. Olivier Street. I usually
had the key of that door, but I, left it that evening with Raphael Giroux, as above
stated. He :had not returned it to me at about a quarter or half-past seven the
same evening. I had it in my possession when the alarm of fire was given. This
was ihe only door of the building which locked outside; all the other doors were
barred ins'ide.

The only persons who, to my knowledge, were in the building when I left, were
MM. Baillairgé and Giroux, and the Nuns mentioned by me.

There were shaving 'in the three lower stories, but not a large quantity.
The rooms marked on the said plan D. "Translators' Rooms," had not been

wasbed. The Speaker's throne was being made; two joiners named Béland were
working at it. I passed through the passage opposite the said rooms as I went
away. The workmen were not there, and there was no -fire in the stove therein.

I live in a house built on the ground on which the said building is erected. I
was in the habit of visiting the outside of the building, and going round it almost
every evening before going to bed. I did not do- so on the third of May instant,
as I was away from home. I always found the air-lioles of the cellar of the part
of the centre opening on St. Olivier Street shut. I cannot say that they were so
on that day.

I never san any one smoke in any -pmt of the building. I had twenty-seven
joiners under me in the South wing, aiso four masons and nine labourers.

About a quarter or half-past nine-in thetevening of the third of May, I was at
home, preparing te go to bed, when I heard a piercing cry in the street. I opened
my door, and heard thecryof" FFire.!" I saw no sign of fire, buta Mrs. Thomas,
who lives opposite to me, told me, in English, that the fire was in the Nuns' build-
ing. I immediately had a lantern got ready, and in the mean time I put on my
boots. I left immediately with the key of the door of the building, which I had
in my possession, and on reaching the Middle of the street, I perceived light in the
window marked on the said plan D, being the second window of the third storyof
the said centre building, from the house occupied by the Nuns. I then entered by
the door, of which I had the key, as above stated, and I went up directly to the
third story by the staircase leading from the South wing to the said third story,
and I went with all haste to the room from which the light proceeded. I found
the doors of that room open, and a part of the interior was on fire, namely, the part
nearest the window, looking into St. Olivier Street. The floor was on fire,as well
as the partition which separates that room from the adjoining one, and whicE s
marked on the said plan D, "Dressing-room". This partition was ma:de of rough
deals. I immediately ran towards a barrel of water which was near the door ofthe
chapel and inéide. There was water, but no buckets. I then openedtheidoor f



the chapel and callcd out for a bucket, which I obtained anmost immediately. I
returned with the bucket of water to the room which was on fire, and threw on it
the water, which had the effect of reducing the lire a little. Some persons had
followed me vhcn I entered the building. I do not know them. I have no doubt
that it was in the room in question that the fire began; and if I had been assisted
by one or two persons with buckets, I believe it would have been possible to ex-
tinguish the fire when I ontered the building.* When I wished te run and fetch
another bucket of water, some one took my bucket and lantern from me, and told
me to go home and get others, which I did. When I returned the fire had al-
ready rcached the chapel.

Considering the particular care which the Nuns and myself took of the said
building, my opinion is that the fire was maliciously set, and that some one had con-
cealed himself in the building to set it on fire, but I have no reason to suspect any
person soever.

From what I saw on reaching the room whicli was on fire it appeared to me that
the fire had taken in the flooring, for that was more burned than the partition. On
reaching the door of the room opening into the passage I crossed the said room and
went out by the door of the said room lcading to the Chapel, for there was not
then enough fire to prevent me passing in that room, for it did not then extend
beyond the North-east angle of that room.

Queston.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing, touching or in anywise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it. of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever calculated
te shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of lire, or the
contrary ? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing more than what I have already stated.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) JEAN PATRY.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 9th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) Du-NBAR RoSS

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 4.
PROVINCE OFI TE AN BENOIT, of the City of Quebec, Joiner and Cabinet-

C.AxADA.j * maker, being duly sworn on the Ioly Evangelists, doth depose
and say:-About the seventh or eighth of March last I was engaged by the Com-
missioners of Public Works of this Province to finish certain parts of the building
known as the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity or Grey Nuns, situated in St.
John's Suburbs, of the City of Quebec. The work was to be done by the day,
and consisted first, of all the dwelling house, containing six stories fronting on St.
Olivier Street, also of two stories under the Chapel, and the Library on the second
story of the west wing. On the third of May instant, the sixth, fifth, and fourth
stories of the centre were finished, except the doors which were hung in the sixth
story only; the floors had been washed in the sixth and fifth stories, and the wash-



ing in the fourth story had been commenced, that is to say, in the room marked onthe plan E, " The Speaker's Room."
Some of my men were working on the third of May instant in the second, thirdand i part of the fourth story of the centre, where the washing cf the fleorshad

commenced as aforesaid.; they worked also in the attic at the stair-case of the dome;
other workmen were employed on that day varnishing furniture saved from the fireat the Parliament House, and deposited in the attic of the said dwelling liouse.
The plumbers had been engaged for several days about their work in the second.
and third stories of that part of the building ; they were working at the water-closets
one of which was contiguous to the rooms of the Speaker of the Legislative Assem-
bly, on the third story; these -men were under the direction of Mr. Pye, Plumberof this city. Men were also engaged in placing the gas-pipes under the directionOf Mr. Andrews, Plumber, of this city : these workmen worked in the centrebuilding, and, I believe, that on the third of May they were in the third or fourth
story on St. Olivier Street. My men were still working in the stery immediately
under the floor of the Chapel.

On that.day, the third of May instant, I had forty-five or.fifty men employed inthe said building, and a foreman named Maurice Marcoux. I went every day tothe buildimg in question and I spent several hours there; on the third of May in-stant 1 went there about one or two o'clock and left between four and five, afterhaving gone my usual rounds and examined the progress of the work.
I then went into all the rooms of the six stories of the principal dwelling house,into the Library and into the story under the Chapel; I went alsointo the Chapel.
On the third of May instant, there were shavings in that part of the buildingwhere my men were working. In the chapel there was a great quantity of wood;scaffolding, shavbgs. and chips.
In the second story of the centre part, on St. Olivier Street, men were worcing,and there were four benches in use, and three others in the library. There werealso other benches in use under the chapel. On the third story there were twobenches ; one in the Speaker's room and the other in the small room adjoining,marked on the plan D, " Dressing-room."
There was also a bench in the room intended for the Clerk of the Legislative

Assembly, on the third story, and a fourth bench in the adjoining room on theWest. The men who worked in the Speaker's rooms were Philippe Marcoux,
André Blais, Grégoire Couture and Charles Gingras. Three of these four menhad been working there for several days, and the fourth began on the afternoonfo
the third of May instant. They were employed on the joiners' work of thewater-
closets and the skirting. There was a stove in the South-east corner of the Speaker'sroom, and the pipe passed through the plaster partition which had a stone ring fixedin
it for that purpose, and crossed the passage or corridor to reach the chimney. Thispipe may have been seven or eight feet long. There had been no fire in that stoveduring the day of the third of May, nor for three or four days previously. Thebench in this room stood opposite the window.

The partition which separated the two rooms of the Speaker were made ofrough deals. The door communicating between those two rooms was not hunthat day, the third of May instant.
There were, on that day, shavings near the bench in the Speaker's room. I donot think there were any shavings in the passage on that day; many had, however,been carried through the passage in clearing them away.
The doors in the Speaker's room were ixed on the third of May. Smoking hadbeen expressly forbidden in the said building, and any one disobeying this orderwas inmediately to be dismissed. No fire was to be made in any of tiestovesafter five oclock in the afternoon, and if, by chance, any fire remainedtix



o'clock, in any of the stoves, it was to be put out, before leaving, by throwinog wa-
ter thereon. I an not aware that these orders were disobeyed.

I do not know how the fires were lighted, when required, and I never saw
matches in the possession of any of my men.

It was I who employed the women who washed the floors; there were two, one
named Ratté and another whose name I do not know.

I had caused a barrel of water to be conveyed to the fourth story for the use of
these women. I think there was sorne, water in that barrel on the evening of the
third of May; the barrel had been filled on the morning of that day. These women
heated the water used by them on. the stoves on the fourth story.

On the third of May instant, I saw a barrel full of water at the entrance into the
Chapel, in Richelieu Street.

I was present two or 'three days previously, when the Honorable Mr. Chabot
ordered M1r. Gauvreau, the Architect of the Department of Public Works, to have
barrels of water and a fire engine conveyed to.the said building. Mr. Chabot said at
the same time that it would be necessary to name and station watchmen.

I reside in DesFossés Street, St. Rochs; the first information I had of the fire
on the third of May, was given to me by a man named Dorion; it was then ten
o'clock in the evening and I was in bed; I got up immediately and went with the
said Dorion to the building in question. When I arrived there, the lire was issuing
from the openings in the third and fourth stories on St. Olivier Street. I went up
to the second story which the fire had not then reached, but a large quantity of fire
fell through the openings made in the floor for placing the pipes of the heating appa-
ratus.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing, touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-No. I know nothing further.
I cannot say positivcly whether the principal door on St. Olivier Street was

locked. I think it was fastened with a bar. I do not know how the wicket in the
said door was fastened. I think it was Jean Patry on whom the duty of shutting
these doors was imposed.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) JEAN BENOIT.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 10th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Rosse
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 5.
PRoVINcE OF M AURICE MARCOUX of Quebec, Joiner, being dulysworn,

CANADA. doth depose and say :-On the third of May instant, I was
employed as Foreman by Mr. Jean Benoit, to superintend the execution of the



Joiners' work of the main dwelling house of the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity,
situated in St. John's Suburbs of this City, on Richelieu and St. Olivier Streets.

In my said capacity I was present in the said building on that day, and it was
my duty to direct the men employed, and place them where I thought fit.

On that day the work undertaken by Mr. Benoit was nearly ail ,!nished in the
four upper stories of the saidmain dwelling; the washing of the floors had been
begun, and they were finished on the sixth and fifth stonies; they were washing them
that day on the fourth story where the rooms had been swept, preparatory to wash-
ing the floors. They had not been swept onthe third story; the men were still work-
ingthere at their benches. There was a bench in each of the rooms intended for the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

The bench which was in the larger of those two rooms on the third of Miay,
stood in the middle of it, opposite the window, and the one in the smaller of those
rooms was so placed that one end of it fronted the window. Two men were em-
ployed at each of these benches; André Blais and Charles Gingras worked in the
larger of those two rooms, and Phillippe Marcoux and Gregoire Couture in the
smaller one. They all four worked at the Joiners' work of the water closetsand
of the skirting; one of these water closets was contiguous to therooms of the Speaker.
There was a stove in the larger of those rooms, it stood in the south-east angleof
the said room, and the pipe went through the plaster partition and passed into the
passage where it entered the chimney. This pipe may have been ten or tweve
feet long. The stove had.not been heated that day nor for five days previously, te
the best of my knowledge.

On the third of May instant, I left a little after six o'clock in the evening with
the men. I do not know when the.four men, who were working in the Speaker's
room, left.

I do not know that the plumbers worked in the Speaker's room on the third of
May, but I believe that on that morning they had been at work on the second story.
There was no chimney nor fireplace in either of these two rooms. The door com-
municating between the two rooms intended for the Speaker of the Legislatie
Assembly, according to the plan D, was opposite the door opening into the passage
in the larger of those two rooms, and about ten or twelve inches from the plaster
partition which separated that room from the passage, and thirteen or fourteen
feet from the front waIl.

On the third of May there were some shavings about the benches in those rooms,
perhaps more than had been made on that day. There were alse some gadieréd
up intihe corners of the said rooms.

The work done on that day did net require glue. Two or three days before the
said third day of May instant, I saw a barrel of water inside the building, n ëar the
door by which I usually went out. It was on. the first story cf the main dwelling
house. The first information I had of the fire in question was by the alarmgiven
in my ward, Craig Street, St. Roch's, and by the firebell which I heard ringng.

On aniving at the spot, I saw that the third and fourth stories were on fre. I
endeavoured to enter the building, to save the chest which contained my oois, ut
I could not succeed.

While I was working at the said building, a great number of strangers came,
and on the third cf May no greater number than usual came as far, as Iknow.

I know thathe plumbers made fire in one of the fire-places on the-second story,
to heat their soldering irone, which they brougLht red hot to the spot wethey
had any thingto solder; but I tànl that:on hè third of May they were ngaged
in solderig some parts cf the pipes of the water eloseta on the second story

There is no house in front of the said building on St. Olivir Streetnd ther



is only a small bouse a little to the west on Richelieu Street and on the other aide
of that street.

The air holes of the cellars were opened during the day by the workmen to pre-
pare their mortar there, and take in sand, lime, &c., and they were closed in the
evening by the sane workmen, but I do not know if they were sufficiently closed
to prevent an entrance into the building.

I believe that without careful watching of the building, which was so located in
streets little freqqented, especially of an evening, it would have been easy to get
into it, as there was no inhabited house from which the said building could be sèen.

The size of the building and the great number of rooms and nooks mnake it very
easy for any one to conceal himself in the day time, and set fire to it after the de-
parture of the workmen.

Queston.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with auy fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculatcd
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Aenswr.-I know nothing more than what I have just stated.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) MAURICE MARCOUX.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 10th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCIIETTE.

No. 6.
PROVINCE OF nHARLES GINGRAS, of the City of Quebec, Joiner, being

CANADA. duly sworn, doth depose and say :-On the third of May
instant,. I was working under the direction of Mr. Jean Benoit, Master Joiner, at
the building known as the "Asylum of the Sisters of Charity," situated in St.Joh's
Suburbs of this City, on St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets. I had been working there
for several days when that building was destroyed by fire. Until about four o'clock
on the afternoon of the third instant, I had worked in the second story of the main
dwelling part of that edifice, on St. Olivier Street. About four o'clock in the after-
noon of that day, Maurice Marcoux, the foreman employed by Mr. Benoit, ordered
me to go and work on the third story, in the room marked upon the plan D., iow
produced by me, being the second on the third story going from the dwelling of the
Grey Nuns, contiguous to and to the east of the said building. I cannot read and do
not k-now if this room is marked on the plan as " Speaker's Room," nor have I
heard it said that it was intended to be occupied by the Speaker of the LegisIative
Assembly. This room had but one window, and it looked into St. Olivier Street.
A3fman named BIais worked with me in this room. We had a bench there.. We
were-employed in planing boards, which mademany shavings.. This bench was
placed in about the middle of the room andparellel to St.iOlivier Street. I the
room where lworked -with Blaisthere was a stove which was .placed in the south-
east coger thereof, and the door communicating from this rooi to that which



joined the dwelling of the Grey Nuns; was opposite the stove. I did not notice
how the pipe vas placed nor where it entered the chimney, nor can I recol-
lect on which side the door of the stove was, whether it was opposite the said
middle door or on the other side. Two men, namely, -Philippe -Marcoux
and another, whose name. I do not know, worked in the room adjoming
that mentioned. by me. There was also a bench in that room, standing from*
South to North. There was no stove in the last room. These two-men were pre-
paring wood ; I do not know for what work, but this work made many shavings.
I did, notsee any visitors or strangers in the said two -ooms, from the time I en-
tered until I left at six o'clock in the evenng, , on the tiÀrd instant. Neither the
plumbers nor the men empl9yed in placing the gas-pipes worked that afternoon nk
the said two rooms. They left at noon, and did not return. When Ileft on tho
evening of the third instant, the inan who worked with me, and the two who
worked 'i the adjoining room, left the building at the same time. Th~ere was then
in the room in which I had been working four hours, as above stated, a prelty
large quantity of shavings. There were some lu the other room, to thé East but
I do not know if there were as many as, or more than, in that where I worked.
The greatest part of the shavings was gathered up in the North-west corner of the
ioom where I worked, but there were some in ail parts of the room, and particu-,
larly at e. East end of our bench.

When I left at six o'clock in the evening, there was no appearance of fire in
those rooms. I cannot say whether there was or had been 'fre in the stove which
was there, but I had neither made. any nor seen any made.

When I left that evening, I carriéd away a bundle of chips, and went out by
St. Olivier Street, with a good number of men.

If the doors of these two rooms were hung, they were open.
In the passage adjoining the two rooms in question, one or two of the planks of

the floor had been taken up by the men who were introducing the gas, or by those
who were working at the heating apparatùs. They were Mr. Andrews, the plumb-
er's men, who were engaged on these works.

I had no matches about me, and I saw none in the possession of those wlid
worked with me. I saw no fire lu the building oü that day, aud I cannot imagine
how the fire could have taken in the room where I worked, if it did take there, for
I reached the spot too late to see where it had begun, and .eyen to save my tools.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, andJby
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or inuanywise .relating to the said
fre, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain orace
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ?. Or have. yuheardor are'yrou,
acquinted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and.exposed to the danger of Éie, ort
contrary ' If so, state the same as fully and minutely as.if you were thereût
specially interrogated.

4nswer.-I know nothing more than what I have just deposed.
Arid further deponent saith not, and having declared himself unable toea n

hath made liis mai-k of a cross.
his

CHARLES þ¢ GINGRAS
mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this Uth day of May, 1854.

(Signed) DUN Ro ss,
R. S. M. BoucBmE.



No., 7.
PRovINCE.0F j OHN FENNINGS TAYLOR, Esquire, of the City of

CAADA. Quebec, Clerlc of the Legislative Council of Canada, after beig
duly sworn, deposeth and saith:-.I knew the building leased by the Provincial
G'vernment for the sittings of the Legislature, in St. -John Suburb of this City,
and known as the Hospice of the Sisters of Charity, and which was consumed by
fire. on the third of May instant.

After the Government had taken this building, and whilst they were prosecut-
ing the necessary works for its completion, I was in the habit of visiting the build-
ing daily, and remained there until the workmen had left it, and even until seven
o'clock in the evening. Almost every day, after the workmno had left, I saw some
of the Sisters enter it, and I bave since ascertained that it was with a view to ex-
amine and sec that every thing was safe and the lires extinguished.

On the third of May I was there, as usual, but left at six o'clock, having an
engagement clsewhere.

I generally entered the buildinoe through the chapel door on Richelieu Street,
but frequently aiso through the >asement on St. Olivier Street. It was about
four o'clock in the afternoon when I went to the building, on the third of May.
I immediately went to the rooms destined for the Legislative CounciL I was
alone.

On the day previous, namely, on the second instant, I was engaged in the Coun-
cil Chamber with Mr. Drum, upholsterer, who was measuring and cutting out a
carpet, and we remained there until after seven o'clock.

I left Drum and his sons in the Council Chamber, when I went away. This
chamber is in the fourth story of the west wing. I went out through the principal
door of the basement of the vest wing that evening.

To the best of my recollection, on the third of May I did not go through any
part of the centre building, but went immediately to the Council Chamber ; and
therefore I do not know anything about the state of the rooms in that part of the
building on that day.

On the day previous, that is, on the second of May, whilst engaged with Drum,
as I have stated above, I remarked that there was smoke in the Council Chamber.

On my alluding to that circumstance belore Vezina, one of the principal con-
tractors, after the burning of the building, he stated that theire had been no fire in
the stove in the Council Chamber for some days, but that the chimney was s6 de-
fective that even when there was no fire in that stove smoke issued from the pipe.
Seeing smoke in that room had, however, led me to suppose that there was ire in,
that stove at that time.

I do not recollect having seen any of the stoes in the building heated, during
several days before the fire, and I have myself observed and made the remark that
the injunction against smoking was strictly obeyed.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whoum of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relatMig te the said
fire, or to the buildings whicli were destroyed by it, of a nature te explain or account
for the origin or cause of the said lire ? Or bave you heard, or are you acquinted
with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thingwhatever,ealcuated tor shew that
the said buildings were liable and exposed to e danger of fire, or the ontrary?
If so, state the same as fully and minutely as-if you were thereunto specialy inter-
rogated.



nswer.-I know nothing more than whatI have deposed already
And further deponent saith not, aud hath signed.

(Signedi) J. F. TAYLOR.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 11th day of May, 1854.
(Sgned,) DUNBÂA Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 8.
POVINCE OF A NN WILSON, widow of the late Adolphus Frederick

CANADA. j Thomas, Esquire, in bis lifetime of the Ordnance Depart-
ment, after being duly sworn, deposeth and saith -- I reside in St. Olivier Street,
in the St. John Suburb of this City, opposite to one Jean Patry, joiner, and to
the South-west of the building destroyed by fire on the third of May last.

On that evening, some time after nine o'clock, I do not know exactly how 1on'
I heard the cry of "fire" in' the street, and a second cry immediately after.'l
looked ont of the window, and I saw a great light issuing from one of the windows
in the third story of the centre building 'n question. It appeared to me. to be:abot
the centre of the said centre building. I exclaimed "Oh! the Convent is on fie,"
and I shut the window. I do not recolleet seeing any one in the street at that
time. I was very much alarmed, and I commenced preparing my children and
some of my property to remove, in case it would become necessary. And further
deponent saith not and has signed.

(Signed,) ANN WILSON.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

on the 13th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DIUAR Ross,

R. S. M. BoUCHETTE.

No. 9.
PaovMCE oF HE Reverend Sister MALLET, Superior of the Sisters

CaM . of Charity, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-Some
time after the passing of the leaseof the'building in course of construcion andadjoin-
ing our residence on St. Olivier Street, St. John's Suburbs of Quebec, whih
building iwas destroyed by fire on the third instant -the Honorable Jean Ohabot,
Chief êommissioner of Publie Works, asked us and we consented to visit ihe
building at noon, after the departure of the workmen, as wei as in te -evening t
sir o'clock and at haf-past eight; thislatter visit was made by us forour own made-
faction aznd not at the request of Mr. Chabot.

For this object I made choice of two of ourSisters, one of whommade themoon-
day visit,ýand the other the evening one atsix o'lock, each of them c
by another of the Sisters. At the Iast visit in the eveniug, those who mxad* ît
were accompanied by a servant gilof the stalimennt

On the third of Mayiustantthethree visits weremadeis unnl Thaiton
was made by Sisters St. Pierre and St. AmaNe, those of six and eig 4 ock



were made by Sisters St. Louis and Lofébvre, accompanied by a servant girl named
Henriette Lapierre. I do not think i went during the day of the third instant,
but I arn certain l did, not go that evening.

I generally go to bed the last in the establishncnt. That evening I had just
gone to bed when I heard crics in the strcet. I immediately rose and looked
towards the Chapel in Richelieu Street; I there saw througlh the windows on the
East side the light which cxtended into the Chapel. After having awaked My
Sisters, and dressed mysclf, I ran to a window in front of our dwelling in St. Olivier
Street, and I saw a very bright light fron the third story, which was that in which
I slept. The lire appearcd alrcady very brisk. As I went down I heard violent
knocking at our door. I there fbund many persons who asked fbr some buckets and
water. I conducted theni into the new building by the yard of our house, as far as the
principal staircase and to the middle of the first story of the said building. There
were many people there, some of them who were going down had something in their
arms. I then returned to our house to save the goods. Between our house and the
building destroyed by lire there were four doors of communication, three of which
made of iron were hung, the fourth was on the spot but was not hung; there was
one of these doors on each story of our bouse, one is in the cellar; three of these
doors arc in the west gable in the back of our bouse, and that of the cellar in the
front.

I think that the iron door of the first story lad been hung that evening. The
doors of the second and third stories had been fastened, and I do not think they had
been opened on that day. On the first story of the burned building there were
two rooms used by us as " Class Roois " and with which we generally communi-
cated by the yard, and the door through which I conducted the persons of whom I
have spoken above, and by the doors on the west gable, until the iron doors were
hung.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other moatter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings whicli were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary ? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-No; I know nothing further.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) M. M. MALLET,
Supenior.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 12th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAn Ross,
R. S. M.I BOUCHETTE.

No. 10.
PEnVIcE OF HE Reverend Sister MAHON, otherwise called ST. LOUIS,

CAux»A. being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and s -y
I was directed by our Lady Superior to make the two visits, on the third of May
instant, of the building burnt upon that day, and known as the " Asylum of the



" Sisters of Charity," (Zospice des Surs de la Charité.) These visits were made
in the evening, at six o'clock, after the departure of the workmen, and between
eight and nine o'clock.

On the said third of May, in order to make the six o'clock visit, I passed either
by the yard of our house or by a door on the first story of our said house, and- 1
entered the burned building by the first story. I was accompanied by Sister Le-
fèbvre We went down into the ceUar, and after having examined it we returned to
the first story, vhich we had already visited, vith the exception of one of the rooms
occupied as "Classes," and which I thought was locked, as it was generally so at
that hour. The principaI door on the centre on St. Olivier Street was still open,
there were some worknen still there. There was another door at the western ex-
tremity, on the same story, also open; we had closed it but had not barred it, as that
vas the duty of a man naned Patry, one of. the Contractors; we then went up into

the second story, which wc also went through, carefuly examining thc stoves, to
remove from them the- chips, and to sec that there was no danger from fire. Ido
not recollect if there ,was any fire in any of the stoves or fire-places on the second
story; one of us two visited the rooms on the second story.

We then went up to the third story, which is that on the level of which was the
Chapel, opening on Richelieu Street. We entered the Chapel: we examined the two
stoves which were there ; there was a little fire in one of these stoves, which I dis-
covered by touching it with my hand, which we were in the habit of doing. The
door of the Chapel was open, we did not shut it, for that was to be donc by Raphaël
Giroux, who was still there. We left the Chapel and continued visiting the third
story; at first we visited the spot where they werc naking water-closets,
also the little room adjoining the division wall between our house and the burned
building ; wC also visited the adjoining room marked on the plan " Speaker's
"Room," but I do not recollect whether it was before or aftcr our visit to the little
room. I do not recollect having seen any stove in either of thcse two roons, and
I have a rather confused idea of the position of the stoves, considering the number
of rooms through which we passed in our visits and in sone of which only there
were stoves. I believe there was a bench in the former or smaller of these two
rooms; I cannot say whether there was one in the other or not. I did not notice
whether there were or were not any chips or shavings in these two rooms.

We then continued our visit in the third story through the passages, looking
into each room .and entering to shut the windows when they were open, and exam-
ining the stoves.

We also continued our visit in the other upper stories as far as the dome; we
found one room locked, I think it was on the fifth or sixth story; I could see, how-
ever, through the ventilator, that this room contained stationery.

We found some fire in a stove in a roorn on the sixth story, where woodwas
being dried; the room was on the south-west of the building, but there was no dan-
ger of fire. There were neither chips nor shavings around the stove. We also
visited a room in the attic where the furniture was varnished; all was in order there.
Having closed the attic door to come down, I saw two men, whom I supposed to be
workmen, going up to the dome; one of them said to the other, "there is nothing
"here," or some similar words; I did, not sec them come down. We came down
by the centre staircase, and on looking into the Chapel I saw some people; I was
not uneasy about that, as Mr. Giroux- was to shut the door of the Chapel. When
we reached the first story we ascertained that the front door was shut and that
there was a piece of wood in the latch of the wicket, so placed that neither ,te
large door nor the wicket could be opened without breaking through the. We
tlien returned home satisfied that all was afe ; it w as then about half-pastsixdeloek.
On the same evening, the third of May. I returncd to théesaid building about haf-
past cight, accompanied by Sister Lefebvre and agir named Henriette Lapierre.



We entered the building by the yard door. We visited the fifst story after having
visited the cellar. We *iad a glass lantern, that now produced, witha candle therein.
We found the front door.closed as well as the wicket, but the piece of wood which
was on the latch at about half-past six had been taken away; we placed. it there
again and continued our visit throu«hout the first story, but, as on our six o'clock
visit, we did not go into the Class 1 oom, which was locked, as I supposed. The
outside door of the. south-west wing was then locked.

In the gable of the South-west wing on the first story there were openings not
yet stopped up, and which communicated with the yard contiguous to that of the
houses on St. Eustache Street. It was easy for any one who would*have got over
the fence separating those two yards, to get into that building, and to reach every
part of it, by means of a staircase near those openings, and .by which access to all
the rooms could be had. A person wishing to go to the Speaker's room could
ascend by that staircase to the third story, reach the passage on that story, pass
along the centre of the west wing, and then by continuing'in the centre building,
reach the Speaker's room, or after having entered by the said openings, might cross
the first story as far as the staircase of the centre, and go up to the third story,
where the staircase is only a few feet from the door of the Speaker's room.

We then visited the second story, as at six o'clock, and there noticed nothing
indicating the slightest danger from fire. It was I who carried the lantern, Sister
Lefèbvre followed me, as did also the girl. We then went up into the third story
and after having visited the west wing, we entered the Chapel to ascertain that the
door was shut, and to examine the stoves. We found every thing in order; the
door was barred, and althouglh there had been fire in the stoves that day there was
no danger. We then visited the room called the " Dressing room.' I saw no fire
there, nor did I smell smoke. ,We also visited the adjoining room. I do not think
we vent in as far as the window of that room, but we looked into it as we passed.
Had there been any fire there we could not have failed seeing it. I do not recollect
having seen either chips or shavings there. There were many shavings scattered
here and there, but I do not recollect in which room or in what place there was
the greatest quantity, as we did not pay more attention to one room or part of the
building than to another.

We then passed by the passage and visited the other apartments of the main
body of the building; we there saw nothing to excite our alarm, every thing ap-
peared to be in order and in safety. We then went up to the fourth story, by the
centre staircase. Wc then passed into the room separated from the Chapel by a
plaster partition; everything appeared safe. I was. always accompanied by Sister
Lefebvre and Henriette Lapierre. We then went into the passage, and from there,
I am under the impression that we passed into a little room, the door of which was
at the bottom of the passage, on the east, and I must have retraced my steps in
the passage to enter a room immediately beneath the Speaker's roomi, and marked
L, on the plan E of the fourth story, on St. Olivier Street.

Before entering this room, I perceived that my lantern was open; I immediately
shut it, and before we went into the room L. In that door there was a stove, the
front of which faced St. Olivier Street, and it was placed in such a manner that to
get into the room, we were obliged to pass a little sideways. We came out of that
room by another door, which opened on the centre passage. I do not know pre-
cisely if on my passage from one door to another, in crosswig this room, I was fol-
lowed by Sister Lefebvre and the girl, but we were all three together in the pass-
age. The stove in question was cold, and there was neither fire nor smoke in the
room; everything appeared to us safe in this story. We then wentto the fifth and
sixth stories as far as the attie under the dome. With the exception of the room
where the stationery was, of wbich I have spoken above, we visited I believe, aUl



the rooms on that story; every thing appeared safé. From the attic we came down
to the first story, by the centre staircase.

I saw nobody in the building during the whole of that visit, except those who
were with me, and I did not perceive any smoke, or smell of smnoke, coming down
to go to the Community. It was I who carried the lantern during the whole visit,
and I do not remember having put. it down in any place, always keeping itin my
hand. This. lantern was lighted by a tallow candle. In going down we passed
near the Speaker's room, on the third story. It is very probable that if there had
been a light in that room, we should have seen 'it, if the doors of the room were
open, .which I cannot state was the case. We went ont of the building by the
door by which we had entered. Nine o'clock had struck when we returned. The
Community had retired. I had only been a few minutes >in bed when I heard cries
in the street, which appeared to me to proceed from St. Olivier Street. This could
not have been more than twenty minutes or half an hour after I entered. Thiiese
cries were soon followed by persons knocking at the doors, and by a general arm
of fire in the house. Immediately after getting up, I went to one of the windows
of my dormitory, which is on the third story, and looked into Richelieu Street,
from which I perceived, in the windows of the East side of the chapel, a light which
appeared to proceed from the inside. I then went down stairs, and conducted, by
the yard door, persons who asked to go into the building on fire.

Having.so recently visited the building, and having left it under the conviction
that all was safe, I was surprised to see fire there, and I could not in my own mind
get rid of the suspicion, that the fire had been set, without having any fact or data
upon which I coudbse this suspicion.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
wvhom, of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed'to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I heard some one say that they supposed the fire had been maliciously
set ; this was in a general manner, and without having any reason upon which to
base our suspicions. During the visits that I made before the day of the fire, I had
sometimes found the stoves very hot, and I had been obliged to go and fetch some
water to put out the fire.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) Sr. SAINT* LOUIS.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 12th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. BOUCHETTE.

No. 11L
PnovmcE OF PIERRE ROUSSEAU, of St. John's Suburb, Quebec, da-

A bourer, being sworn, doth depose and say:-I residedR - Clhe-
lieu Street, on the South-west of the door of the chapelof the ' Hospice des S ur*
de la Charité," destroyed by fire on the third instant.



On the second of May, the day before the fire in question, Mr. Gauvreau, archi-
tect for the Commissioners of Public Works, engaged me to watch the outside of
the said building, then in course of construction; and in consequence I had, on that
evening, the second of May, kept watch round about and in the neighbourhood of
the said building, from eight in the evening until four o'clock in the morning, at
whicli hour the Grey Nuus arose. It was then day light.

On the third of May I commenced my watch at the same hour as on the previ-
ous day, viz., at eigit o'clock in the evening. I carried a lighted lantern. It was
a pressed glass lantern, without any frame, and lighted by oil.

On that evening, the third of May, I did not examine whether all the openings
iwere closed. I confined myself to keeping watch around the building, starting
from my house, passing in front of the building on R"ichelieu Sfrcet, going down
Côte-à£- Colon, and passing along the said building in St. Olivier Street, and then
returning by the same road as far as the Western extrenity of the said building.
on Richelieu Street. I had made this round twice before the fire broke out. I&
was moonlight that niglit. I did not enter the buildig, and I saw no person near
it during my rounds.

About a quarter or twenty minutes after nine, in returning from St. Olivier
Street, after having examined, in passing, the front of the building, where I
perceived no light, and as I arrived at the corner of Richelieu Street, after having
come up Côte-à- Coton, I perceived a light in one of the North-east- windows of
the chapel. I did not pay much attention to it, thinking it was the ight carried
by the Nuns in making their rounds. I then went as far as the door of the chapel
and a few steps further. There I turned round to sec if this light was that which
the Nuns might carry. Perceiving a great light by the window to the North-east
ofthe door, I got up on a pile of wood, and discovered that the fire was iu a heap of
shavings, in one of the rooms, which is to the right behind the chapel, and the
doors ef which were open. I did not sec the Nuns at that moment. I had seen
their light in the building about nine o'clock. I know that it was the light tbey car-
ried, because it Vent round in different parts of the building.

I started immediately, and on reaching the corner of the house occupied by the
Sisters, I met three men who appeared to come from Côte-à-Coton, and who were
crying "Fire". I opened at first the door of the small yard of the Convent on St.
Olivier Street; I was then ifollowed by these three men, and after having knocked
and called several times without the door being opened, I then ran to the centre
door of the main building, intending to break it open to get in, but I found the
wicket in the large door, which had been temporarily £xed, open three or four
inches; I had only to push open this wicket, and, followed by these three men, I en-
tered the building and went up two staircases leading to the north-east, and having
reached the third story I perceived th* lire ruining along the floor in a room some
paces distant, at the north-east of the said staircase.

I believe I was the £rst who entered the said building with these three men, and
I saw no other persons than those who were with me at the time. I perceivedý in
the north-east corner of the room, which I have just mentioned, a beap of shavings
with laths stuck in them, as if they had been gathered up with the feet; they were
on ire. The room in question appeared to be near the residence of the Sisters and
was certainly on the third story on St. Olivier Street ; if we had had three or four
buckets of water, I think we could have put out the fire.

Seeing the three men who lad followed me go out, I went down and again ran to the
Nuns' door; I there met three watchmen w-ho were knocking at the door; some
moments after, one of the Sisters, who, I think, was the Superior, opened the door:
they told her the house was on fire, and to run and open the Chapel door on Riche-
lieu Street, whither I hastened myself to takea bucket which I had placed on that
evening near the said door outside. A barrel of water bad been placed inside near



that door, two days befpre; I had on the same day, the first of May, placed another
barrel of water on the first story on St. Olivier Street near the main door inside.

On reaching the docr of the 'Chapel I found'it open, and there were already peo-
ple carrying water, going through the Chapel. I then recognised a peréon named
George Langlais, junior, wlio had a tin pail in his hand in which he was carrying
water. I filled my bueket with water and went through the Chapel to reach the
place where the fire was; having reached the end of the Chapel near the passage, I
could still sec that the fire was in the corner of a room upon the same story as the
Chapel, and to the right hand. I am certain that it was on the third story of the
centre part of the building, in the north-east corner of a room near the residence
of the Sisters, that I saw the fire for the first and second tinie as 1 have before
inentioned. I do not remember having seen shavings in the passage which led to
the room where the fire was.

Question.-Do vou know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any .other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing more than what I have above stated.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) PIERRE ROUSSEAU.
Swora before us, at Quebec,

this 12th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) D UNRÂR Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 12.
PROVINCE OF HILIPPE MARCOUX, residing in St. François Street,

CANADA. St. Roch's, joiner, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:
On the third of May instant, I worked, under the direction of Mr. Jean Benoit,
in the third story of the main body of the building of the " Hospice des Surs de
la Charité," situated in St. John's Suburb of this City, on St. Olivier and Riche-
lieu Streets. I worked in the room to the East of the said main body of the build-
ing, that is to say, in the room nearest to the abode of the Grey Nuns. This room
had a window facing on St. Olivier Street. It vas the smaller of the two roome
intended for the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. There was a partition of
rough deals between the said two rooms of the Speaker, and the door of commu-
nication between these two rooms was near the plaster partition that separated
them from the passage. To enter the room where I worked with Couture, I passed
by the passage; I entered the Speaker's room, where Gingras and Blais worked,
and passing between the stove and the plaster partition, I went into the said room.
where I worked. The stove that was in the Speaker's room, was placed with thè
door westward. We were engaged in these two rooms planing wood, which made
many shavings; and although they were carried away every day, there still remained
a little.

On the evening of the third of May instant, when we went away, there still re-
Mained some shavings in these two rooms. There had not been any fire in the stove



in question for five or six days. I am very certain there had not been any in it on
the third of May, for it was cold when we loft, and I had some tools on it. There
were also some shavings in the passage. That evening I went out of the building
by the large door on St. Olivier Street.

I arrived at the fire too late to form any idea of the origin of it, or in what part
of the building it had conimenced.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or bave you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogatcd.

Anser.-I know nothing further tlan what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and having declared himself unable to write or

sign, hath made his mark of a cross.
his

PHILIPP'E X, MARCOUX.
mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 12th May, 1854.

(Signed) DuN-BA Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHTTE.

No. 13.
ProvINcE oFr THE Reverend Sister ANGELIQUE LEFEBVRE, of the

C ANDA. Hospire de la Cliarité," in the City of Quebec, being duly
sworn on the holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:-Sister St. Louis and myself
were directed by our Lady Superior to make the visits that were to be made at six
o'clock and at haif-past eight, in the Luilding destroyed by fire on the third of May
instant, and known under the name of the " Hospice de la Charité," in St. John's
Suburbs of this city. On the third of May, the day of the fire, i made with Sis-
ter St. Louis, the visit at six o'clock, also that at half-past eight, at the latter of
which we were accompanied by a servant girl of the establishment, named Henriette
Lapierre. There were, between the building destroyed by fire and the house that we
occupy, three doors of communication, one of which was on each story of the build-
ing, towards the south-west angle; a fourth door was in the cellar in the same divi-
sion wall.

Some days before the fire we were in the habit of passing by one of those doors
on the second story, to get into the building then in course of construction, to make
the inspection above mentioned, or to get to the class rooms which were on the first
story of that building,. on St. Olivier Street; but on the third of May, the day of
the fireit vas fastened. We passed also through the yard at the back of the house,
and we entered the edifice destroyed by fire by means of a door in the wall at the
back part of the said building and opening into the same yard. I do not recollect
by which of these doors we passed to make the visit at six o'clock; it must have
been by the door on the first story in the division wall, or by the yard door of which
I have spoken.

Sister St. Louis and myself first made the visit to the first story; this story con-



sisted, first of two class rooms on St. Olivier Street, in the centre part of the build-
ing, and of other rooms in the wings to the west and south-west. We did not exactly
enter into the class rooms, one of the Sisters who heard the classes being still there.
The principal door of the building, that opened on St. Olivier Street, was open; we
then, I think, went immediately to the cellar, where everything appeared safe ; then
we went up again to the first story to finish the inspection in the wings. The door
at the extremity of the west wing on St. Olivier Street was open; we shut it, but did
not lock it, Mr. Patry the Contractor having this key in his possession. There
was, I think, a stove in the largest of the rooms of the west wing, but I cannot
say whether there was any fire in it; I saw no shavings near this stove. There
was another stove in an apartment at the back of that where the classes were held,
in the west part of the centre of the building; I saw neither shavings nor wood near
this stove, in which there appeared to me to be very little, if any, fire, for the door
of the stove was well shut. We were satisfied, after having gone throughi this first
story, that there was no danger of lire.

We then went up to the second story by the centre staircase. We had made
the inspection from one end to the other, sometimes both of us entering the saine
room together, and sometimes Sister St. Louis one, and myself another. There
was, to the best of my knowledge, a stove in the large apartment facing St. Olivier
Street, another in one of the small apartments under the Chapel, and a third in
an apartment in the South wing. 1 do not recollect if I ascertained whether there
was, or was not, any fire in any one of these stoves, but it did not appear to me
that any of these stoves were heated at the time. The stove in the South-west
wing was enclosed, with sheet-iron. There was not, I believe, any shavings near
this first mentioned stove, nor in the little room where the second one was.

Having thus finished the visit to the second story, we commenced that of the
third, going up the stair-case in the South wiug, on Richelieu Street. We then
visited the various apartments in the South and West wings, in passing through
which we got to the Chapel. When we entered the chapel, which was on a level
with the third story on St. Olivier Street, but facing on and level with Richelieu
Street, we there saw Mr. Giroux one of the Contractors; he is the only person
whom I saw there, besides may companion. There were two stoves in the Chapel.
I did not go far into the Chapel, Sister St. Louis went further în, quite near to the
stoves. I cannot say myself whether these stoves were hot, but I could see that
the damper of one of these stoves was shut, as to the other I could not see whether
the damper was closed or not, for its position hindered me from seeing it. We
then went out of the Chapel, leaving Mr. Giroux there, 'vho was in the habit of
working there till half past seven. It was he that generally locked the door of the
Chapel inside. We passed, 1 think, on the East side of the Chapel to go out,
and I believe, that we *were in a passage which crossed the centre part of that
story parallel to St. Olivier Street; from this passage we went into that where
the water closets were being constructed, thence we passed into a little room along
the division wall hetween the house which, we occupied and the building destroyed
by firc. -.ad opening on St. Olivier Street, marked on the plan D, now exhibited to
me, 4 Dressing Room." The door by which we entered was opposite the window.
There was in this room a bench about which there were some shavings; there was
no stove in this room: we passed from this room into an adjoining one by a door in
the partition, pretty near the door by which we entered the room; in this room
which we entered, there is a stove a little to the riglit on entering; the door of this
stove vas turned towards the passage on the west of the room: one side of the
stove was opposite the window of this room, we then passed between the partition
and the store of this room, and then left by the west door opening upon the large
passage. In this last room, and in that marked on the plan D, "Speaker," the stove
was cold. It seems to me that there was a bench in this room; there were some
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shavings and chips there. We finished our visit of the third story by the examina-
tion of the other rooms, adjoining on the west that of the Speaker, and fronting
St. Olivier Street. Every thing having appeared to us safe, we then went up to
the fourth story by the centre staircase; we exanined it as carefully as the lower
Étories, having both, or one of us, entered every roon. There was, I think, in the
large hall intended for the Council, on this story, a stove, but it %Vas without pipes
and there was, thereforc, no flire made in it. In the south wing there was no stove
on the fourth story. In the centre of the building, on the fourth story, I do not
recollect whether there was a stove or not in any of the apartments. I do
not remember whether there was a stove in either of the rooms immediately over
that of which I have spoken, (in the third story,) and marked respectively by the
words " Dressing iRoom," and " Spenker;" but there may have been one there
that I do not recollcet. We did not find in the fourth story, any more than in the
third and other stories which we visited, any thing to cause us uncasiness as to fire.
We then went up to the fifth and sixth stories, and visited them in the same manner,
and found every thing was safe. We went into the attic, and entered a room where
they varnished furniture. The men, however, were not there, being, as well as
the other workmen, the most part of them gone away.

While Sister St. Louis shut the door of the room where they varnished in the
attic, we saw two men go up to the dorne. These men appeared to me to be some
of the workmen. One said to the other, on reaching the dome: " There is nothing
"here.' We then went down, leaving them there. We went down by the centre
staircase, passing by the different stories as far as the first ; and we then immedi-
ately went into the community, passing by the yard dcor. The only persons whom
I recollect having seen in the building, when we made the visit, were Mr. Giroux,
Mr. Patry, Mr. Baillairgé, the architect, the two men vho went up to the dome,
and one of the workmen, who was gathering up chips, as well as a few of the Con-
vent orphans.

Sister St. Louis and I renewed our visit to the building in the cvening, about half-
past eight o'clock. We were accompanied in this visit, on the said third of May,
by a voung servant girl of the establishment, named lenriette Lapierre. We
madethis visit by the light of a glass lantern, which Sister St. Louis carried, and
whieh she had carried during all the visit; and she entered the community with
this lantern. It is the lantern now produced.

We entered the building where we went to make the visit, by the yard
door of which I have above spoken. We followed Sister St. Louis, w'ho went in
front with the lantern. We first visited a large apartment, which was north of the
passage that crossed the centre of the building on the first story; from there we
went down to the cellar, and having gone Up again to the first story, we visited
but one of the class rooms, the other being locked. We ascertained that the front
door, that is, the main door of the centre of the building on St. Olivier Street, was
shut, and that a picce of wood was placed on the latch, so that it could not be opened
from outside. We continued our visit of the first story in the west and south-west
wings, and went to the door at the extremity of the west wing, the care of which
was confided to Jean Patry, and we found it locked.

After we were satisfied that there was no danger to be apprehended from fire on
that stery, although there were some openings in the south-west wing which opened
on the yard, and which we could not block up, and by whiclh it would have been
easy to enter the building, we then went up to the second story, passing by the
staircase at the junetion of the west and south-west wings. We first visited the
south-west wing; we then returned to the west wing, passing by the large hall in-
tended for the Library ; thence we went to the centre of the building, facing. on
Richelieu Street, and made the visit to the apartments underneath the chapel,
south of the passage. We then came to the apartments facing St. Olivier Street,



having carefully examined all about to see if there was any danger to be appre-
hended from fire, and finding none, we went up to the third story by the centre
staircase. .We did, I believe, first enter the chapel, where we had crossed as far as
the door on Richelieu Street. This door was fastened inside. We then returned
to the rooms facing St. Olivier Street, on the third story, and which are divided
from the chapel by a passage. We commenced the visit in the north-east room, on
St. Olivier Street, Marked " Dressing Roomn," which we entered by a door opposite.
a window that opened on St. Olivier Street. WTe found this room inathe same
state as it was at the visit of half-past six. There was a bench and some shavinga
there. From this room we passed into the adjoining room, marked I Speaker's
Room," by a door near that by which ve entered into Ihe "Dressing Room,"
crossing this Speaker's room to reacli a door that opened opposite into the passage.
In crossing this room, we passed between a stove and the partition. This stove was
a little on pne side of the door of communication between these two rooms. Thestove
opened on the side towards the passage door. I put my hand on the stove; it
was cold. There was a bench in this room, towards the middle of the room. There
vere some shavings and chips on the floor of this room, as on that of the other.

We ail three passed through these two roons, but I do not recollect which of us
preceded the other two. I do not know that the door of the lantern was open either
in our passage across these two rooms or elsewhere during this visit. A coma-
mon tallow candle was used to liglit this lantern. It was usually Sister St.
Louis who went first. It might have been a quarter to nine. The windows of
these two rooms were shut; the window-frames were glazed, but I am not sure
whether the bolts were fixed. I did not remark if any of the panes of glass were
broken. There was neither fire nor smoke in these rooms, nor anything to aford
any appearance of fire, or to cause uneasiness on that subject. We continued the
visit of the other rooms on this third story, as well in the centre as in the West
and South-west wings, as we had previously done at the six o'clock visit. Every
thing having appeared safe, we went up to the fourth story by the staircase in the
South-west wing, near Richelieu Street. We went through the different rooms
and halls of these two wings, and to the centre of the main body of the building
as far as the division wall between the old and new buildings. We entered the
rooms above the Speaker's room, but I do not recolleet which way we wentin or
came out, nor do I recollect having seen a stove or any shavings; but neither on this
story, any more than in the others, was there any appearance of fire, and every thing
appeared safe. It was the same on the fifth and sixth stories and the attic, which we
carefully visited. Weneither met nor saw any person. Having finished our visit, we
went down by the centre staircase, stopping at each story, to give a last glance, in
passing, and did not perceive either fire or smoke in any of the rooms or passages
which, were on oui way. Amongst these rooms must have been that on the
third story, marked ' Speaker's Room." We never saw any pipes in the hands
of the workmen, or in the building, with the exception of a small bit of a pipe
that Sister St. Louis found a long time before the fire.

Five or six days after the workmen had commenced working for the Government,
some matches were found on one of the stoves, but none have been seen since.
There was a chimney in the division wall between the house of the Community and
the building destroyed by fire.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing, touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ;c-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you heard, or are ye
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the



contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Ansicer.-I know nothing more than what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) Sr. LEFEBVRE.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 15th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUsniaR Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 14.
PROVINCE 0F REGOIRE COUTURE, of Quebee, Joiner, being duly

CmoDA. sworn, drth depose and say :-On the third of May instant, I
worked as a joiner under Mr. Benoit, the Contractor, in the third story of the
centre building of the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity, situate ini St. John's
Suburb of this City, and which was afterwards destroyed by fre. *The room in
which I worked, with a man named Philippe Marcoux, was a small room adjoining
the division wall between that building and the residence of the Grey Nuns, which
iL on the North-east. This room was adjacent to that intended for the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly. These two rooms were on the same story as the
Chapel, which opened on Richelieu Street. To get into the room where I worked,
I entered by the passage into the Speaker's Room, by a door which. was opposite
the door of communication between these two rooms. The door by which I en-
tered was in the South-west angle of the Speaker's room. This was the only one
by which they could enter this room, and there was but one door to enter the room
where I worked. There was another door in the South partition of the Speaker's
room, but it was blocked up with a pile of deals, and it had not been in use for several
days. In the Speaker's room there was a stove placed near the door of communication
between the two rooms, and from East to West, with the door West-ward; so that
it was necessary to cross the first, or Speaker's room, passing between the South
partition and the stove, to get to the room where I worked. I do not believe there
had been any fire in this stove on that day, nor for five or six days previously. I
believe it was myself that made up the last fire to heat the glue.

On that day, the third of May, we were engaged on some joiner's work, and
there were a great many shavings in these two rooms ; and although they had been
carrying some away during the day, there still remained a few, that is to say, there
were a few all over the two rooms, but not very thick, when I left that evening at
six o'clock. There were more along the partitions and in the corners thannear the
benches, for they had been removed by walking past the benches.

I do not recollect having seen a single pipe or cigar in use in the said building
during all the time I worked there, and I never discovered the smell of tobacco
smoke.

When we went away on the evening of the third of May, at six o'eclok, I saw
no appearance either of fire or smoke.

I went up to the fourth story of the centre part of the main body of the building;
I likewise worked there; but I do not recollect the distribution of the rooms.

When I heard of the fire, I hastened to it. I saw that the fire had not yet made
much progress, and there was yet but very few people on the spot. The fire issued



by the window of the Speaker's room, adjoining that where I had worked the
day of the third of May; and it appeared to me that it was there the fire.began.
I entered the building by the door of the west wing, accompanied by Alexandre
and Cyrille Corriveau, and I went up as far as the top of the staircase, which en&
near the door of the Speaker's room en the third story, to try and save my tools,
which were in the adjoining room; but we could not get through, as the fire was
too strong; and we then came down into St. Olivier Street.

Going up stairs to the third story, as aforesaid, I met Napoleon Julien and Jo-
seph Julien, who worked, with others, to save what they could; also, some persons
who were going out with a box of tools.

Queston.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or in anywise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you· heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated.
to shew that the said buildings were liable or exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

lnser.-I know nothing more than what I have above deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) GREGOIRE COUTURE.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 15th day of May, 185.4.
(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,

R. S. M. BoucHF rrE

No. 15.
PaoVINcE OF ENRIETTE LAPIERRE, of the City of Quebec, in the

CANADA. service of the Community of the " Hospice de la Charité
being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depoxse and say:-On the third of May
instarth e day of the burning of the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity, I accom-
panied the Sisters who made the visit to the building about half-past eight o'clock.
Sister St. Louis preceded us and carried in her hand a glass lantern coed. We
entered by the yard door. We first visited the cellar, then the class roons on the
first story; we then visited the second story ; we found every thing safe inthe
cellar and the two stonies above mentioned. We then went up to the third story
and first visited the Chapel; we there found every thing safe. There was no fire
in the stoves; we then entered the little room in the north-east corner, adjoining
the Community; I cannot recali to mind if there were any shavings, chips or bench
in that room: we then entered an adjoining room marked on the plain - Speaker's
"Room," it was I that entered the first into this room, followed by Sisters Lefèbvre
and St. Louis. Sister St. Louis was the last, and in going ont Sister St. Louis was
the first and myself last;; they had gone round the room while I was looking on,
and they went out before me. There was a bench in this room opposite the win-
dows; there were many chips and a few shavings spread on the floor round the
bench. I do not remember whether there was a stove or not. Every thing
appeared safe.

We then visited the other rooms on the same story, and from there we went up
to the-fourth, which .we also isited.



Sister St. Louis always preceded us, with the exception of the time when I
entered first into the Speaker's room.

I did not perceive, during any part of the visit, that the door of the lantern was
open, and I did not sec any spark escape from it. If it had been the case, I abould
have pecived it. I acconpanied the two Sisters, during all the continuance of
their visit. They visited all the rooms, vith the exception of one only that was
locked, but I do not recollect on which story this room was. We found everything
safe, and we saw no appearance .either of fire or sioke.

I rcollect, on entering in the first story, that wc found the wicket of the entry
door vas unbarred, and that one of the Sisters barred it.

We then went down by the contre staircase, and returned to the Community.
Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by

whom, of any other matter or thing, touching or in anywise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origmri or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or iatter or thing whatever, calculated
to show that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answr.-No; only that when I saw that the wicket of the entry door was open,
it macle me think that some person might have entered and hid himself in the
building, and I was afraid during all the visit, and could not help often looking
round me to sec if there was any person there.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) IENRIETTE LAPIERRE.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 16th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BoUrnHEE.

No. 16.
PROVMCE 0F [EAN PETIT, of Quebec, mason, being eworn on the Holy

CAN fDA. Evangelists, doth depose and say :-On the third of May in-
stant, I worked as plasterer in the building of the Grey Nuns, situated in St.
John's Suburbs, on St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets, that was burut on that
day. I worked under the direction of Messrs. Murphy and O'Leary. It was in a
room immediately under the chapel that I had worked that day. I had left my
tools there, on leaving after my day's work. When I left the there was
no appearance of fire. For several days previously there had been no to my
knowledge.

On the third of May, about ten o'clock, I was iu St. John Stree (m the sub-
urbs,) at a person's named Fortier, with two of my friends; ad having been
informed that there was an aLarm of fire, I went out and perceived some smoke
from a light in the direction of the said building. I was about the distance of two
arpents from the said building. I immediately ran home, and there took my uni-
form and fireman's tools. I %elonged to the Voltigueurs' Company. I ran ime-
diately to the fi-e.

0n arråving at the corner of the residence of a man amed Jean patry, I per-
ceved that the Gre isued from one of the windows of the thiré story, wfci wàe



the second on the north-east side, Chat is to say, towards the abode of the Grey
Nuns, and marked on th plan D, nomS exhibited to me, as the window of the
" Speaker's Room." I entered the building by the door of the west wing, near
Patry's, on St. Olivier Street, and I vent to the second story, under the chapeli
passing by the staircase of the said wing, and I reached the roon where I had been
working that day. I there took my tools and those of one of my companions, and
I went out by the same road that I had entered.

On entering by the said door of the west wing, in the passage at the foot of the
stairs, I met a nman named Keating, Messenger of the Legislative Couneil. I did
not speak to him. He appeared to me to come from the staircase towards the
door.

I carried my tools to one of the neighbour's, and I went back again, but
finding it too dark, I ran to a person namned Gingras, Joiner, a neighbour of Patrys,
on St. Eustache Street, where I obtained a candle, and I went back again by the
same door of the west wing of the said building, where I lighted my candle. I
went up the same staircase as the first time, and having reachcd the top, some
one cried out to me, "Put out your candle." Some minutes after, my candle went
out, some one having struck my band or some thing having fallen on it; I then
went down again and joined my company.

The general question being put to the deponent, ho replied:-
I know nothing further than what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) JEAN PETIT.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 17th of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUBAR Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 17.
POVixCE OF TOHN PYE, of the City of Quebec, plumber, being duly

CaxNÂz». f sworn, doth depose and say:-I had been spoken to by His
Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, te fit up the plumbers' work of water-closets in the
building known as the " lospie de la Charité," in St. Joehn's Suburb of this City,
before that building was leased by the Government; and, after it was so leased,
was employed by the Comissioners of Public Works to execute the work. The
water-closets I had engaged to make were in the centre building, along the waàlof
division between the Nons' house and the new building. They extended from the
celar to the attics. I commenced working about five or six weeks before the r
which destroyed the building.

On the third of May I was at work in the said building-untl twelve oeo,
(noon,) with two boys andi aj·ounyman. We did not return that afternool Thie
journeyman's name is Charls Phllips d John Thornbeer sndm eorge Bao
were the two boy. We were at work in the third story sud in the me
and bew it. Inthe third storywe wereWorng at the losets iing the.f
t*e Speaker, atached to his Dressing-rn We were placing pipes ru !g
from the top to the lower tories, namely, son-pe &c. Thes reguise
soldering, and we had been soldering that morning. we usedsapoensiab
funace, placedin one of the heartbs of e second story* on the Wismäiof
the hua andm therewebeste.;oldrnios wiqu@oesgmihï



hot irons were carried from that place to where they were required. I am certaig
that tho furnace was never carried from one roum to another. I never saw sparks
issuing frorm reid hot iron, unless they were heated white ; and we could not obtain
that degrce of Leat in our furnace. There was no communication between the
Speakerk dressing..room and the closets. The partition was up. To get into the
Speaker's dressing-room you had to pass through the lobby into the Speaker's
room, bctween which and the dressing-room there %Vas a door.

On the third of May, I think I went into the Speaker's rooms and closet. There
were chips and shavings, I suppose the produce of that day's work. About nine
o'clock il the evening, I heard the cry of " Fire!" and about five or six mir.utes
afterwards, I was on the spot, and saw the flame coming out of the window above
the main door, and on the third flat. I went into the building, but could not pe-
netrate further than the second story.

On that day neither the furnace nor the gas apparatus were in a state to be used
at al; they were not yet complete.

Tho general question being put to this deponent, he answers
I know nothing more than what I have deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) JOHN PYE.
Sworn between us, at Quebec,

this 18th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,

R. S. M. BoUcHETTE.

No. 18.
PROVINCE oF M ARY RAY, widow of the late John Ray, residing at Quebec,

CA1 ana Housekeeper to James Dean, Esquire, St. Olivier Street,
St.John's Suburb, after being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-I reside at James
Dean's, Esquire, in St. Olivier Strect, St. John's Suburb, of the City of Quebec,
opposite to, and to the north of the residence of the Grey Nuns. I lived there on
the third of May instant. On that evening at about half-past nine o'clock, having
occasion to go into one of the front rooms (on St. Olivier Street) of our house, 1
perceiveda great light shining through the two windows in the third storyofthe build-
ig then ingng constructed and known as the Hospice des Dames de la Charité, near-
est to the residence of the Grey Nuns ; there appeared to be more light in the
window nearest to the Nun's residence, and £ think the fire began in the room
where that window was, and it appeared to be on the floor. I observed to my
grandson, then near me, that this light could not procêed from a candle, as eo
seemed to vacillate and increase rapidly; he said " No, the place muet be
on fire."

I ran down to the dining room where Mr. Dean and a friend were then sitting,
and told them that the building in question was on fire ; they immediately ran out.

I opened one of the windows and looked at the fire. Ifoundthat it had increased.
I tie heard a man crying out "Fire!" He went to the door of the Tni resi-
dence, to waken them. I shut the window and prepared to remove the articles and
fnitre from our house.

The general question being put to the deponent, she answers
I know nothing more than what I have deposed.



And further deponent s:ith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) MARY RAY.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this isth day of May, 1854.

(Sigoed,) Du.NBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 19.
PaovNcE oF M ICHAEL KEATING, Chief McsCrger of the Legislative

CANADA. Council, residing at Quebec, beirg duly worn, doth depose
and say :-On the third of May instant I lived at one Paddon's, in St. John's
Street, St. John's Suburb. At about nine o'cloek in the evening, as I was ,oig
to bed, I heard a cry of "Fire,"just opposite my window in the house forming the cor-.
ncr of St. John Street and "Coton Hill." I inrediately dressed myself and looked
at the window, but saw nothing; I then heard that the Nunnery was on fire. In
about half an hour or three-quarters of an hour, I went down to the spot, amongslt
the crowd. There being nothing in the building belonging to the Legislatvo
Council, I did not enter it. When I went down, the whole place was on fire. I
Corld then form no idea as to the place where the fire had originated. I had been
in thc building twice during that day; once between eleven and twelve o'clock, and
and ainotir time between three and four o'clock in the afternoon. The place seemed
to rme t,, be very insecure, there being shavings lying about in all direéiions, and near
the stoves. I did not take notice whether the stoves were heated on that day. I
did not know which room in the building was intended for the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly.

The general question being submitted to this deponent, he answers negatively,
but adds to the foregoing:-

Paddon was in the house during the evening, and looked out of the window at
the fire with me.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) M. KEATING.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 18th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Rose,
R. S. M. BoUcEETrE.

NO. 20.
PROVDTCE oF TIENNE GINGRAS, of Quebec, master-joiner, being duly

CAN.&eA. E sworn,, doth depose and say :-On the third of May intn, 1
was working, as I had done since ast autumn, at t.he staircases of the building
known as the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity, situate in St. John's Suburboef
this City, on St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets, destroyed by fue onhssid
third of May. On that day I was engaged in making the staircase leadgfrom
the seveuth story to the dome of the said building, and also stopping .paooening
in the dome. I worked on the seventh story= I4u the8&oe with direeme,



named Jean Bte. Gilbert, Louis Cantin, and my son Ferdinand Gingras; and in
the course of the day I went up into the dome, to look over the work which was
being done there under my direction. Gilbert worked there all day.

On that day, the third of May, about twenty minutes to six in the evening, I
had occasion to go into the Speakcr's room, situated on the third story of the said
building, on St. Olivier Street, as well as into the little rooni next it and adjoining
the present residence of the Griey Nuns, situnte to the north-east of the said build-
ing. These rooms are marked on the plan D, " Speaker's Roon" and " Dressing
" oom." I am well acquainted with the plans of the said building. Gregoire
Couture and another man, whose name I do not know, worked, on the third of
May, in the said " Speaker's Room," and Philippe Maieoux and another man
worked in the said " Dressing Room." I saw them all four there at the hour
above mentioned.

I entercd the " Speaker's Room " by a door on the passage in the west partition
thereof; there was another in the east partition which led to the " Dressing Room,"
these two doors were opposite caci other.

There was a stove in the Speaker's Room, in the south-east corner thereof, you
could pass all round it, but to go into flie Dressing Room " it was necessary to
make a little turn as the stove was opposite and near to the latter room. I did not
notice that the stove was then heated. It was a two feet and a half stove, the door
of which was turned towards St. Olivier Street, the stove standing from north to
south.

There was a benci in cach of these rooms, that in the larger room (Speaker's
Room) stood east to west, and that in the smaller of these two rooms, north to south.
The four joiners vho worked in these two rooms were enrgaged on work which pro-
duced shavings. There were, on that day, at the hour above mentioned, the shav-
ings made by them during that day ; there were some round the benches in both
rooms. The larger of thcse two roons is about flfteen feet by seventeen; there is
a window in eaci of these two roomns, looking on St. Olivier Street.

The bench placed from east to west, in the larger of these two rooms, was about
five feet from the window and was about three feet wide. The back of the stove
was about three feet from the south partition, through which the pipe passed,
crossed the passage and then entered a chiinney. There were many shavings, chips,
scaffolding and other wood in the Chapel.

I left the building after my day's work at six o'clock. There was then no ap-
pearance of fire. I neither smelt smoke nor discovered any smell of burnt wood.
I never saw any one smoke there. I was at home at about half-past nine the saine
evening, " third of May." when my son entered and told me, that the Hospice de
la Charité was on fire. I hastened thither by running. On arriving at the corner
of St. Olivier and St. George Streets, I saw, indeed, that that building was on
fire; and on coming near to it, I saw that the flames came out of the second window
of the third story, to the East of the said building, that is, the window of the
"Speaker's Room" above mentioned. I could not enter to save.my tools.

And the general question being put to the deponent, he answers:
I know nothing more than what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and having declared himself unable to write,

bath made his mark of a cross.
his

ETIENNE X GINGRAS.
mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 18th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) Dnoean Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCRRE.



No. 21.
PRoVINCE OF OHN WEBB, of the City of Quebec, Apprentice Sbipbuilder,

CANADA. being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I reside in King
Street, St. Roch's Suburbs of Quebec. On the third of May instant, I was on a
visit at my gerandmother's, Mrs. Ray, who resides in St. Olivier Street in St. John's
Suburb. Hier residence is opposite to the house or dwelling occupied by the Grey
Nuns or Sours de la Charité, and nearly opposite to that part of the new building
adjoining the nunnery on St. Olivier Street, which was destroyed by fire on the
evening of the third of May.-About nine o'clock in the evening of that day, I
was going with my grandmother into a room on the second flat, having view on St.
Olivier Street, and, on entering, discovered, through the front windows, a light in
the new building above mentioned; the light appeared in those two of the windows
of the third story of the new >uilding nearest the wing or house occupied by the
Nuns. The flames had not yet burst through the sashes; both windows appeared
to be equally illuminated. I immediately left with a younger brother, to take him
to St Roch, and leaving him at Mrs. Baldwin's, where I boarded, 1 rcturned to the
fire and found the flames bursting from several of the windows of the third story.

My grandmother, Mrs. Ray, is housekeeper to Mr. Dean, who is proprietor of
the house in which he resides, in St. Olivier Street. Mr. Dean was at home in his
parlour at the time I first discovered the fire. Two of his sons, one William and
the other Henry, lived with their father, but neither of them was at home at the
time I mention; I did not see theni until after my return from St. Roch's.

The general question being put to this deponent, he answers negatively.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Sgned,) JNO. WEBB.
Sworn before us, at Quebe,

this 18th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,

" R. S. M. BoucEr.

N o. 2,2.
PROVINCE OF ILLIAM DRUM, of the City of Quebec, Cabinetmaker,

C being duly sworn, deposeth and saith:-I reside in St. Pa=I
Street of this City. On the evening before the destruction by fire of the buildings
in St. John's Suburbs of this City, known as the " Grey Nunnery," and which had
been leased by Government for the sittings of the Provincial Parliament, I wasin
the building examining and measuring the Hall of the Legislative Counci, for the
purpose of placing the Speaker's Chair, and fxing the carpets. Mi. Baillairgé and
Mr. Taylor were with me.

I was not in the building at all on the day or the evening of the fire, nor was
any one of my men, to my knowledge. I was down at my Mill, at Chateau Eicher,
on the evening of the fire.

The general question being put to the deponent, he answers;-

No-unless this: that, in consequence of the, extent of the building srd the
number of carpenters and joiners at work there, I think that, to guard it fron the
reach of fire, there ought to have been men inside, continualy watching the b5Hid-
ing and ai over it, and a barrel of water and a few buckets in each fLat.



And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) WM. DRUM

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 18th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNinAR Rosse
R. M. S. BOUCHETTE.

No. 23.
PROVINCE OF EORGE LANGLAIS, of the City of Quebec, butcher,

CANADA. f being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I live in Richelieu
Street, St. John's Suburbs of this City, opposite the south wing of the building
destroyed by fire on the third of May instant, and known as tL Asylum of the
Sist4irs of Charity.

Between a quarter and twenty minutes past nine in the evening of the said third
day of May, I was reading a newspaper, when I thought I heard the alarm of fire.
I opened a wicket to listen, but I heard nothing further. My wife then opened the
window, and I heard the cry of "Fire." I perceived a light in one of the windows of
the west side of the chapel, near the inner angle, whicl forms the chapel cf the said
building, where it widens, that is to say, in the fourth window of the wcst side of the
chapel from Richelieu Street. I put on my shoes, and took two luckets tof water
that my wife had got ready, and started to go to the chapel door, but fel ad upset
the water; nevertheless, I reached the door of thechapel on Richelieu Street, where
I found two or three men, Jean Patry and Pierre Rousseau. I went into the
chapel, and seeing that the fire was in one of the rooms of the third story on St.
Olivier Street, and on a level with the floor of the chapel, I crossed the chapel,
and saw that the fire was in the second room from the Grey Nuns, and marked on the
plan " Speaker's Room." 1 immediately went near the Chapel door on Richelieu
Street, where there was a barrel of water inside. I took a bucket of water which
I ran to throw on the fire, which was not yet very great, and I returned to get
more water. I then met about ten people, to whom I said, "Come and help me;
"we can master the fire ;" but they seemed to me to be busy saving something. I
continued to carry water, and as I threw it on the fire, the smoke increased. I re-
quested Rousseau, the watchman, who carried a lantern, to light me, for the smoke
was so dense that I was unable to see. Rousseau followed me as far as the steps of
the Speaker's throne, but he then went back, and being unable to resist further, I
was obliged to give up carrying water. I saw no one coming by St. Olivier
Street to bring water. I think that if I had been assisted by the people that I saw
near the barrel of water, when I went into the room where the fire was, the fire
could have been put out. On that evening I had seen Pierre Rousseau, the watch-
man, go bis round of the said building; he afterwards came to our house, and had
left about a quarter of an hour when I heard the alarm.

The general question havin g been put to the witness, he replied in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) GEORGE LANGLAIS.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 18th dayof May, 1854.
(Signed,) DU"em Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.
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No. 24.
PROVINCE 0F M A IE DIGNON, wife of François Ratté, of Quebec, la-

CANADA. F borer, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-On the third,
of May instant, I was enployed to wash and clean the different apartments of the
building known as the " Asylum of the Sisters of Charity," that was destroyed
by fire on th-t evening. That building vas not then finished. There were two.of
us so employed; the other woman was Mrs. Francois Moisan. We began by the
first story imrmediately below the attie; we then cleaned the second (going down-
wards,) except, however, some rooms where therc vas wood. It was the day of the
fire that we began to clean the third story, which is the fourth from below, on St.
Olivier Street. Wc washed four rooms on the said story, and there were three
left to be washed on the east side, going towards the residence of the Grey Nuns;
we swept these three rooms so as to be able. to wash them the iiext day. We had
neither swept nor washed any room on the story which is the third from the grouni
floor on St. Olivier Street. The woman named Moisan and myself left the build-
ing in question, on the third of May, at six o'clock in the evening. During the
day of the third-I was fnot in the rooms on the east side of the third, $tory from
below. In a large room on the third story, I saw, on that day, a labourer gathering
up shavings and carters who were conveying them.away. The person who was so
gathering up the shavings is my son, and he was so engaged ai day.

About half-past nine or ten on the cvening of the third, I heard a fire-engine pass.
I immediately opened my door, and perceived fire coming out of a window on the
third story of the said building, in the cast part thercof, and near the residence of
the Grey Nuns.

During the two days and a half that I worked in the said building, I saw no one
smoke, and I never smelt smoke there.

On the third of May we made some fire, to heat water, on a stove in an apartment
to the south-east of the Council Chamber; but at four o'clock in the afternoon I
extinguished that fire.

The general question being put to the deponent, she answers in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and having declared herself unable to write, hath

made lier mark of a cross.
lier

MARIE < DIG NON.
mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 18th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,)MDUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

PROVINCE OF ENRY DEAN, of the City of Quebec, Merchant's Clerk,
CANADA- being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-I reside, and on tle

third of May instant, I resided in the St. John's Suburb of this City, in St. Olivier
Street, and opposite the residence of the " Grey Nuns." On the evening of thit
day, third of May instant, I was at Cape Diamond, and there heard the larm-of
fire. I immediately left the Cape to. go and ascertain where the lfire wasj and,
when in Garden Street, I believe, I was informed that the building near my resi-
dence, and known as the " Hospice des Dames de la Charité" was ou fire. ilnmte



the spot, and when I arrived there, the fre was issuing from the first or the second
window in the third story, nearest to the Nuns' residence, and on St. Olivier
Street. Other windows on the same story were also illuminated. There was then
a great number of persons about the building. I did not go into the building, but
repaired to our own residence to prepare to remove the furniture, as it appeared
our house was in danger of being burnt. During the rest of the night I was oc-
cupied in protecting our property, and, did not sec what was going on in or about the
building in question. All 1 know is, that it was totally destroyed by fire that
night.

I only entered the said building once; that was on the twenty-sixth of April
last. It did not then appear to me to be more exposed to the danger of fire than
other buildings in the course of construction«

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary ? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing more. I never noticed that any of the apertures in
the said buildings were left open at night.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) HENRY DEAN.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 19th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BoucHETTE.

No. 26.
PROVINCE OF G.ENEVIEVE ROY, wife of Louis Moisan, of Quebec, la-

CAfADA borer, being sworn, doth depose and say :-On the third
of May, instant, I was engaged washing the floors and woodwork in the new build-
ing, known as the " Asylum of the Sisters of Charity," situate on St. Olivier and
Richelieu Streets, in St. John's Suburbs of this City. I had been thus employed
.sincethefirst of that month, at noon. Marie Dignon,wife of Ratté, worked with me,
and commenced at the same time as myself.

On the third of Maywe had finished cleaning the first and second stories from above,
with the exception of some rooms where there was some wood ; and we had begun
washing the floors on the third story, and swept the other rooms to wash them next
day, the fourth of May. While we were working in the said third story, reckon-
ing from above, we had to come down a staircase, to enter the chapel, where we
passed many times a day, to throw away the dirty water in Richelieu Street.

When we left the building on the evening of the third of May, at six o'clock,
there were neither shavings nor chips in the rooms of the said third story.

Louis Ratté had thrown them to the foot of the staircase, and then we had
swept, a carter being at the same time engaged in carrying them away by St. Ohi-
vier Street.

We heated the water necessary for our work, on a stove placed in an apartment



above the galleries of the Chapel, and to the West thereof. I cannot say wbether
there was any fire in this stove when we left the building on the third of May,
after our day's work. It was the woman named Ratté who had charge of the
stove.

On the same day, the third of May, at noon, my little boycame te bring me my
dinner, and took away two bags full of chips which I had gathered up, partly in
the two rooms on the fourth story, reckoning from above, that is, to the east of the
said building and nearest the abode of the Grey Nuns. I cannot say whether these
two rooms were or were not intended for theN Speaker, but it was the two rooms
that were east of the building destroyed by fire, on the sanie story as the floor of
the chapel. I did not remark if there was, or was not, a stove in either of these
rooms. There was a bench in each of these rooms. I did not remark how they
were placed, nor in what position were the openings of these two rooms. We
entered. in the morning and went out in the evening, by the main door in St. Oli-
vier Street. I live in Latourelle Street, in a house situate in such a manner that
from our house we could not see the building destroyed by lire, nor even the dome.
That is why, when I heard the alarm, I could only see the light in the sky and the
sparks.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing, touching or in any wise relating to the said
lire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire ? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if youi were thereunto.
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing further than what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and having declared herself unabie to write

or sign, hath made her mark of a cross.
her

GENEVIEVE X MOISAN.
- mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 19th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR ROss,
R. S. M. BoUCETE.

No. 27.
PRovINcEoF F EDMUND PADDON, of Quebec, Shoemaker, being dût

CANADA. sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:-I
reside in St. John's Suburb, No. 2, St. John Street, of this City of Quebec, in the
bouse forming the corner of St. John Street and Côte à Coton.

On the third May instant, between nine and half-past nine in the eveniug, I,
heard the cry of "fire" in the street, and, upon going te the doo, Mr. Wrigh
Merchant Tailor, told me that the building of the Nunnery wasin baze. I
then went up stairs, and informed Mr. Keag , wh boarded wvith me, thattMe
Nnnery was on fire. From the proximty of my house to dIe fire, I was nater
anxious, and did not go down immediately to the fire, butsent two ofmy mér,
Henri Roussea- and another of the name of Robert, whoe nane Idnoe-



mIember, down to the building, to assist in saving property. Mr.>Keating and I
went down about half an hour after, and found the building all in a blaze.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other niatter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing clse, except that I heard from Mr. McCoy, senior,
Painter, that the building was knee-deep in shavings, and exposed to the danger of
fire, on that account; but I did not sec the state of the building myself fbr three
weeks before.

And further this deponent saith not, and bath signed.
(Signed,) E. PADDON.

Sworn before us, at Qucbec,
this 20th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DuNBARt Ross,
R. S. M. BoUCHETTE.

No. 28.
PROVINCE OF W ILLIAM ROGER DEAN, of the City of Quebec, Mer-

CANADA. chant Shipbuilder, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-
On the cvcning of the third of May instant, at about half-past nine de'lock, when
walking in St. Valier Street, below " Coton Hill," I met two mon whom I did
not recognise; they told me that the new Parliament Ilouse,-that is the building
then in the course of construction, and situate in St. John's Suburb of this city, on
St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets, was on fire.-I ran up the bill along with
them, and when I entered St. Olivier Street from the bill, I saw a light, not a
very bright one, in the second window of the third story of the said building, and
in the eastern part of it, that is, the second wivndow from the Nuns' residence. I
immediately entered our residence opposite the Nuns' house, and asked the ser-
vant-girls if the man-servant was in; le happened to bc absent. I asked them if
there wvas any water in the well; they said there was plenty. I immediately went
out and ran to the door of the Nuns' residence and tried to open it, crying "ire !
"fire !" as loud as I could. Some policemen then came up, and they were trying
to open the said door, when one of the Nuns opencd. it, and asked the persons near
to enter their house, which they did. I then ran to the main door of the building
on St. Olivier Street, and entered it; I did not go further than the second story.
In a room immediately under the spot where the firc appeared to be, some molten
lead was running from above through an aperture in the ceiling. A good many
persons came in the building when I did, and some were going out when I -did.
The fire spread very rapidly. Convinced that our stable, which stood immediately
opposite to the building on lire, would be destroyed, I ran back to it and took out
the horse, and shortly after we renoved the furniture out of our house.

I had entered the building in question, about two weeks before the fire, for the
Jast time.



I was so busy protecting our property that I did not look at the fire after I hadcommenced removing our property.
I have two other brothers, one is married and lives on the Cape, and the otherHenry, was not at home that evening.
The general question being subnitted, was answered negatively.
And further deponent saith not, and liath signed.

(Signed) WM. R DEAN.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 20th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 29.
EnOVINCE o EAN BAPTISTE GILBERT, cf Quebec, Jeiner, bein

CANADA, sworn, doth depose and say:-On the third of May instant, theday of the burning of the "Asylum of the Sisters of Charity," situate in the StJohnI's Suburbs f this City, on St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets, I worked for
Mr. Jean Benoit, under the direction of a man named Etienne Gingras, and I wasemployed with the said Gingras, his son Ferdinand Gingras, and Louis Cantin, tomake the staircase which was to lead from the attic of the said buildin te thedome of it. I had been working a year at that building, and I was acquaited with
every part of it. The staircase to the dome was the sixth that we had made in thisbuilding. This kind of work was mine as well as that of Gingras. I am well ac-quainted with the man named Philippe Marcoux, joiner, and Gregoire Couture, also
a joiner, who worked in the said building. It was in the room of the Speaker ofthe Legislative Assembly, n the third story, where they worked together; this roomis marked on the plan D, now shown to me. c Speaker's Room." .I went to seethem in this room twice a week. Marcoux and I were friends. On that day, thethird of May, I did not go into that room, but I spoke to Marcoux as I was stand-ing near the passage door. Opposite this passage door, in the west partition. wall ofthis room, there was another in the partition that separated the " Speakers Room'from the next room adjoining to the building of the Grey Nuns: I do not know*whether on that day any one worked in this last room. In the room where Mar-coux worked, there was a bench placed as the words "Speaker's Room" are writtenon the plan, that is to say, from east to west, and seven or eight feet from the wdow of the said room, fronting on St. Olivier Street. There was also a stove in-thisroom; I do not know if it was there on that day, but it was there at the endof April, at the south of the bench; I do not know in what direction it wasplaced. On the third of May, when I spoke to Marcoux, as I have above stated,1 did not remark if there were any shavings in the room where he worked; butthere must have been some, seeing that these two men were preparing and planingwood. The stove that was there was a good cast iron stove. r enever saw a stovein the little back room called " Dressing Room." I cannet say who could haveLad business in the dome after six o'clock in the evening, unless theywere strangersto look at the building, because some went up occasionally. The workmen whom Ihave mentioned were the only ones who worked at the staircase of the dome, which,was not yet completed, as there were yet some window frames and blinds te putthere, and other joiner's work to do. I left at six o'clock.
The general question beiog put to the deponent, he repies:-



Considering the size of the building and the number of rooms, passages, &c., it
was easy for any orie to hide himself in some part of the building, even while the
men were working there, and to stay there after their departure.

And further deponent saith not, and having declared himself unable to sign, hath
made his mark of a cross.

his
JEAN BAPT1STE > GILBERT.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 20th of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNnAÂR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCuETTE.

No. 30.
PROVINCE oF A NGELIQUE DROUIN, wife of Pierre Rousseau, of Que-

CANADA. bec, laborer, being sworn,. doth depose and say :-I reside
in the St. John é Suburbs of this City, in Richelieu Street, and opposite the
south wing of the building burnt on the third instant, and known as the Asylun
of the Sisters of Charity. We lived next door to George Langlais, on the south
side. My husband had been, two days previously, named Watchman of the said
building, that is to say, to act as patrol. Between eight and ten minutes past
eight in the evening, my husband left home with a pressed glass lantern, lighted
by a lamp, to go his round about the said building. I was on the hill, watch-
ing him making his rounds. He was then near the chapel. door. He did not
smoke. I spoke to him. While I was on the hill, I saw through the win-
dows of the west wing, that is to say, in the second window, two of the
Grey Nuns, with a girl, who were going their rounds, as it appeared to me.
They had a lantern, that appeared to me to be carried by the girl. This girl had
not a nun's dress. I then called Mrs. Langlais, who was then near me, in the
street, and I said to her: " Come and see the Nuns, who are going- their round
in the building; assuredly there is no danger from fire, for my husband goes his
round outside, and the Sisters make their visit inside." After having seen the
light in the second window, I lost sight of it. I did not pay any more attention
to it. The Sisters then appeared to me to return.

I tien went home, and went to bed. Nearly twenty minutes afterwards, the
woman named Langlais, my neighbour, came and knocked at my window, telling
me that the building in question was on fire. I rose, and went to the top of the
hill. I was so frightened that I am not able to say what 1 then saw. Neverthe-
less, I saw a light in the windows of the angle formed by the Chapel and the west
wing. I went home again and from there I saw the chapel on fire. When I was
with Mrs. Langlais on the hill, I saw some persons in the street but I did not
know them. The only neighbours near the building in question on Richelieu
Street are George Langlais, Pierre Rousseau (my husband,) John Harwood, and a
lodger of Harwood's. A person named Joseph Gingras is the proprietor of a house
at the corner of Richelieu and St. Eustache Streets, and has for a tenant a woman
named Wilson; there were also other lodgers in this house, whom I do not know.
The adjoining bouse on St. Eustache Street is occupied by Gingras himself. The
third and last house on St. Eustache Street, on reaching St. Olivier Street, is that
of Patry, the gable end of which is fronting on St. Eustache Street, as also that
of Gingras, which is on Richelieu Street.

Question.-Do you know, can you state, or have you been informed, and by
whom, of any other matter or thing touching or in any wise relating to the said
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fire, or to the buildings which were destroyed by it, of a nature to explain or ac-
count for the origin or cause of the said fire? Or have you heard, or are you
acquainted with any fact or circumstance, or matter or thing whatever, calculated
to shew that the said buildings were liable and exposed to the danger of fire, or the
contrary? If so, state the same as fully and minutely as if you were thereunto
specially interrogated.

Answer.-I know nothing more than what I have just deposed.
And further deponent saith not, and having declared herself unable to write or

sigu, hath made her mark of a cross.
her

ANGELIQUE >< ROUSSEAU.
mark.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 22nd day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DuNnARt Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

PROVDNCE OF M ARGUERITE TRUDEL, wife of George Langlais, being
CANADA. duly sworn, doth depose and say:-I live in Richelieu Street,

St. John's Suburbs, opposite the south wing of the building burnt on the third of
May instant, and known as the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity. On that even-
ing, about nine o'clock, my neighbour, the wife of Pierre Rousseau, called me,
eaying, "tCome and see the Nuns going their round." I went down to join her
at the foot of the street, and I saw a glit in a window which is towards the south,
in the wide part of the chapel adjoining the west wing. I paid no attention to the
persons who carried this light, nor to those who followed them. It appeared to me
that there were two or three persons. I was under the impression that it was the
Grey Nuns, who were going their ordinary round, as I had seen them do several
times. I saw that they carried a lantern; I do not know what kind. I stopped
li the street with the woman named Rousseau, nearly five minutes. I saw that
this light went towards the further end of the chapel, and I lost sight of it when
it reached the back of the chape], towards the north-east. I did not see that liglit
any more. We then both went home. Some minutes before nine o'clock, Rous-
seau, the wvatchman, entered our bouse with his lighted lantern, as he said, to light
his pipe. He did not sit down, but went out immediately to finish his rounds. It
was after this that Mrs. Rousseau and I went to the foot of the street, to see the
light of which I have spoken.

Mrs. Rousseau then observed to me that the building would be well guarded
that evening, for ber husband was going the round outside, and the Nuns were
makig their visit inside.

A quarter of an hour or twenty minutes after, I heard cries that appeared to
come from St. Olivier Street. My husband then opened one of the wickets of a
window facing on Richelieu Street. I remarked to him that the fire must be in
St. Roch's, for I saw the light through the chapel windows. He said to me, "No;
" the fire is i the church." I immediately opened the window, and I perceived
the light in the window of the chapel facing the west. 1 went immediately- and
woke Mrs. Rousseau, telling ber that the fire was in the chapel. I went down the
street; but as the level is much lower than our house, I could see nothing. I
went up to the bouse, to send my husband to the spot; and I went down agam
towards the chapel door, which Jean Patry then opened. fIe asked for help, and



mome buckets. Thore woro two mon in the strect before Pntry had openod the
door. I said to thon, " Coma home with ime, and I will give you some waterand

buckets." I thon carried several buckets of water as far ns the dioor of the cha-
pcl. Soma mon who wcre there took tho buckets of water, and I went home, to
protect my childron and my goods, to whicl I afterwards gava my exclusive at-

I entered this building only once, which was on the evening -of the ,re, about
evon o'clock, to go and fietcl iy children; and then I went only near the door

inside the chapel. I thon saw Mr. Baillairgé, the architect, and Messieurs Giroux
and Patry, contractors, vho were talking togetoier in the chapel. Mr. Patry told
me that my childrn were therc. They are both rirls; the one thirteon, and the
otier twelve years old. They ivwre playing at the further end of the chapel, when
I called thom.

The gencral question bcing put to the witness, she answered in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and having doclared lhrsef unable to write

or sign, bath inade her mark of a cross.
hier

MARiGUERITE fr> LANGLAIS.
mark.

Sworn bcfore us, at Quebec,
this 22ud day of May, 1854.

(Signcd,) )unAn Ross
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 32.
TIHE Honorable LOUIS MASSUE, of the City of Quebec, Surveyor of Her

Maet' Customs, beingr duly sworn, doth d&pose and say:-On the third of
May instant, between four and five o'clock in the aftcrnoon, as I was taking a walk
in St. John's Suburbs, I went to visit the building known as the Asylum of the
Sisters of Charity, destroyed by fire the saie evening. Nearthe door of the chape!
I met Sister St. Croix, and I entered the building with lier. 1 continued alone to
visit the interior; I went from the cellar up to the sixth story. There was no per-
son with me to point out the destination of the different apartments; I did not
therefore notice any one in particular. I believe I entered the rooms on the fourth
story on St. Olivier Street, but not those on the third story. Some women were
washing the floors in the rooms on the fourth story. I do not believe there was a
stove M the romis marked < Translators' RoOms " on the plan E now ehown to me.
I only saw two stoves in the chape], and one plumber's lire-pot in one of the
ire-places.on the second story, on the west side. .There was no fire in these stoves;
there was some in the ire-pot. There wcre a good many shavinga and chip
in most of the apartments which I.visited. I saw no person engaged in carrying
away shaings.

The general question being put to the deponent he answered:-
I know nothing more than what I bave already stated.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) L. MASSUE.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 22d day of May, 1854.
DUNMR Ross,
R. S. M. BoUcasTrE.



PROVINCE OF 1 EORZGE H ARWOOD, of the City of Quebeq, aged fifteen
CANADA yers, son of John Harwood, printer, boing duIy sworn, doth

dopose and say :-I live with My father, in Riche1en Street, St. John's Suburba
of this City. On the third of May instant, about half-past nino in the evening,
my sister called me, (for I was in bed in mny room,) telling me that the, "Asylum
"of the Sisters of Charity" was on fire. £he window of iy room is opposite the
window of the chapel, on the wvcst side. I hastened to look out of my window,
and I perceived light in the said window. The fire appeared to be behind the chapel,
in one of the rooms on St. Olivier Street. I dressed myself, and ran inmediately
towards the door of the chapel on Richelieu Street. They Lad just opened it.
There were five or. six persons there. I knew two of them, Mr. Patry and Mr.
George Langlais, our neighbour. I went through the chapel and reacheod the room
where the fire was. It was the room markel on the plan D, (which is now show
to me,) " Speaker's Room." This room is on the third story on St. Olivier Street.
The room was full of flames. The partitions were on are. I did not see the-little
room to the east of the " Speaker's Room;" the flame wAs too great. I could see
the lire in the said room through the two passage doors. I ran to fetch a bucketof
water, which I gave to Mr. Patry.

The general question being put to the deponent, he replies in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed.) GEORGE IIARWOOD
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 22nd day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAR tRoss>

R. S. M. BoUCHETTE.

No. 34.
PROVINcE OF E LMIRE H ARWOOD, of the City of Quebec, aged eighteen

CANADA. years, daughter of John Harwood, Printer, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say:-I live with my fither in Richelieu Street, in the St. Johns
Suburbs of this city, and nearly opposite the door of the Chapel of the building
that was destroyed by fire on the third instant, and known as the " Asylum of the
Sisters of Charity".

On the said day, the third of May instant, I was at home engaged in sewing, on
the other side of the. house, when I heard a cry of "Fire !" I opened a window
and perceived that the second story of the said building was on fire, that is-to say,
the story on a level with the floor of the chapel. The light shone throughe the lw
windows which are on each side of the door of the chapel, and the Lre appeared Vêbe
behind the Chapel. It was between twenty minutes and half-past nineo'clocL. The
lower part of Our house was occupied by a person named Perry and his famHy. A
married woman, named Charles, was spending the evening with me; it was she who>
went beow to wake Perry. This woman Las since gone away to Toronto

When I opened the window, I saw no one in the street. I then directe&my at-
tntto saig our property, and I saw nothingÈ ese that took place.

The genel question being put to the deponent, she replies
I know nothing more than wbat I havejSat deposed.

7.



And further deponont saith not, and hath signcd
(Signed,) ELMiRE HARWOOD.

Sworn before us, at Quebee,
this 22nd day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) D nBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 35.
PRovnCE oF H OMAS ANDREWS, of Quebcc, Plumber and Gas-fitter,

CANADA. i being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I was employed by
the Conmissioners of Publie Works, in April and May last, to put up the leaden
pipes for the water-closets, for that part of the building, known as the Iosçpice des
Damés de la Charité, wlich was to be occupied by the Legislative Council, and to
fit the Gas-conductor throughout the building.

On the third of May instant, neither I nor my men had been at work in the
building, but three or four of my mon were there the any before, working on the
fourth and fifth flats, taking up floors in the corridore or passages in the centre
building, to place the gas-pipes. The men so employed were - St. Michel,
John McGolrick and William Ford. St. Michel and Ford are still in my employ.
John McGolrick is now working for Charlcs Garth, Plumber, in St. John Street
of this city. On the first of May instant, lie left my employ, as I would not give
hum higher wages, but we had no angry words together.

The soldering pot was alw'iys carried from one story to the other, and placed in a
portable furnace, and the furnace placed in one of the hearths or on a stove, or on
our bench in an iron pan. It contained about half a gallon of charcoal; a man
was always alongside of it. When it was no longer required, the fire was carefully
put out, and the furnace taken to one of the hearths. That furnace had not been
used during the two days preceding the third of May, nor on that day.

The main1 gas-pipe was introduced into the centre building in question, at the
North-east angle of it, and ascended from the basement to the garret.

On the second of May, I believe my, men were employed in lifting part of the
fdoors in the corridors of the fourth story, and in the rooms marked on the plan E
of that story, as '" Translators' roonms," with a view of laying the pipes frorm the
main one in the north-east angle, to the other parts of that story ; and I am certain
dat no soldering was done that day.

I do not think that any part of the floors was taken up in the third story.
When I reached the building, at about a quarter past nine o'clock in the evening,

the fire had made so much progress that it was impossible to form an idea as to
where it had comm.enced.

There was, I think, a stove in the room marked " Translators' Room," on the
fourth fat. I had fnot been in those rooms for two days before the fire.

The general question being submitted to the deponent, he answers:
I do not know, nor can I state any cause by which the fire originated, nor have

I heard of any, unless it be from the chance of an accident, owing to the quantity
of shavings accumulated in the building. The stoves appeared to be carefully
watched, and I did.not see any one smoking in the building, and every cars seemed
to be taken.



And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.
(Signed,) THOS. ANDREWS.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 23rd day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNnAn Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 36.
PROVINCE OF FERDINAND GINGRAS, joiner's apprentice, aged twenty

CA6NADA. years, livinn in St. John's Suburb of this City, beingy
sworn, doth depose and say :-f worked on the third of May instant, in the build
ing known as the " Asylurn of the Sisters of Charity," situate in St. Joehn's Sub-
urbs, on Richelieu-and St. Olivier Streets, and burnt on the said day. Ihad worked
there since last Ail Saints' day. On that day, the third of May, we had worked
in the attic of the said building, making a staircase there which was to lead to the
dome. My father, (Etienne Gingras,) Jean Baptiste Gilbert, and Louis Cantin
worked with me. I went down several times that day, the third of May, from the
attic, and I saw Philippe Marcoux and Gregoire Couture working in two roomson
the third story, at the eastern extremity of the said building, facing on St. Olivier
Street. Couture worked in the room marked " Speaker's Room,' on the plan D,
now shewn to me; and Marcoux worked in the last room to the east. I did not,
enter these rooms on that day. I do not know whether there was a stove in either
of these rooms. There was one during the winter. There was a benchineachroom.
I did not notice whether there were many shavings in these rooms, on the day in
question. There appeared to be the day's shavings there.

The staircase that we were engaged in making was only just begun, but there
was a temporary staircase to go up to the dome. The Grey Nuns had forbidden
us to allow strangers to go up to the dome, but it sometimes happened that we did
not see them go up. I made sorne go down myself.

The evening of the said third of May, at six o'clock, I left the building by-the
centre door, on St. Olivier Street. I noticed nothing extraordinary. There was
no smoke in the building. On the same evening, at twenty-five minutes past fine
o'clock, I was at a person's hous3 named Lefèbvre, in St. Olivier Streer, at about
twelve arpents from the building destroyed by fire, wben, having heard cries iahe
street, I went out and perceived that these cries were those of three men in a cat
near Lefèbvre's. They again cried " Fire," and went towards the building I
then saw that it was on fire, and that the flames issued fron the windows East of
the third story, on St. Olivier Street. These windows faced on St. Olivier Street.
Iran to my father's to inform him of it, and we proceeded to the spot. Iherediscov-
ered that the lire appeared to have began in one or the other of the two looms
where Marcoux and Couture worked, as I have above stated. I did notenter the
building that evening.

The general question having been put to the witness, ie replied in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) FERDINAND GIG4RAS.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 24th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) Duioaa Ross,

R. S. M. BoUCHEIE.



No. 37.
PROVI or LOUIS CANTIN, Joiner, of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth

lA».s. depose and say :-On the third of Ma y instant, I had been
working three years at the building known as the " Asylum of the Sisters of
Charity," situate on Richelieu and St. Olivier Streets, in St. John's Suburbs of
ilsi City, dest.royed by fire on the said third day of May. Since last fall I had
vorked iinmediately under Etienne Gingras, who was the principal workman en-

trusted viti lthe construction of the staircases of the snid building. On that day
Eticie Gingras, Ferdinand Lis son, Jean Baptiste Gilbert and I, worked in. the
attic of the said building, at the staircase which was to lead to the dome. There was
a tenporary staircase that went up to the dome. We had worked there all day
long on the third instant, and I had been down several times during the day.
Strangers often came up as far as the dome, but I cannot say whether any came up
that day. We had recived orders froin the Grey Nuns not to alow any one to
come up, but some people often went up without our knowing it. I sometimes
went into the rooms where Philippe Marcoux and another man vorked: on the
third of May in question, passing through the passage I saw them but I did not
enter that room on that day. I know there was a bench there, but I cannot say
whether there was a stove in that room ; this was the most frequented part of the
building. I did not pay any attention whether there were many shavings in this
room on the third of May.

On the morning of the third of May, I saw the plumbers working in several
rooms of the.building; I did not see them during the afternoon.

I left the building at six o'clock in the evening of the said day, the third of May.
The other workmen left at the same time. The two Gingras and Gilbert went out
with me. I did not pay much attention as to whether there was any one in the
chapel. We went out by the wicket in the large central door of the main body of
the building ; as [ was not the last that went out, I did not see that the door was
shut.

I never saw any one smoke in the building, except in the cellar where they made
the mortar. There were not many shavings in the passages that evening; they had
been recently taken away.

On the third of May, I saw some women washing the floors on the fourth story;
they had begun above, and had not yet reached the third story on St. Olivier
Street.

I live in the said Richelieu Street, at the west end of it, that is to say, at a dis-
tance of more than twenty arpents from the said building. Having heard the alarm
of fire, I went out to make inquiries, and hearing that it was the building in ques-
tion that was on fire, I bastened to it, and, on approaching the building by St.
Olivier Street, I perceived that the fire was at the north end of the third story,
and was catching the fourth story.

I entered the door in the west wing, near Jean Patry's, and went up as far as
the second story; I could not go any further, for the 1iremen were there, and the
fire would have prevented me. From there I could still see that the fire had
begun in that corner, that is to say, in one or other of the rooms north of the third
story. There were already several persons on the spot.

The general question having been put to the witness, he replies
I know nothing more than what I have just deposed.
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And further deponent saith not, and having declared himself unable to write or
sign, hath niade his mark of a cross.

his
LOUIS >tl CANTIN.

mark.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 24th day *of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBAn Ross,

R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 38.
PRovrucE OF RAPIAEL GIROUX, of Quebec, Sculptor, being duly

CANADA. sworn, doth depose and say :-Since the month of January
last, I have worked at the building known as the Asylum of the Sisters of Charity,
situated in the St. John's Suburbs, in this City, on Richelieu and St. Olivier
Streets, and destroyed by fire on the third of May instant. I had the Contract for
the Chapel.

On or about the fifteenth of March last, the Governinent having leased this
building, to hold the sittings of Parliament there, the 'contract which f had entered
into with the Archbishop of Quebec, was accepted by the Commissioners of Public
Works, in all its details, except the time when the said works were to be finished,
and certain modifications as to the division of the interior of the chapet This
work consisted of all the joiners' work, carving and the painting of the chapel from
the floor to the roof.

On the second and third of May, I had about twenty-five men under -my direc-
tion in this building; they were employed in planing wood and other joiners' work
which produced many shavings. 1 had them gathered up and burnt in the four
stoves ii the chapel. Two or three of these stoves had been heated on the third of
May; on that day there were fewer shavings than usual in the chapel.

I had expressly forbidden smoking there, and had bills put up to thateffect; Ia
not aware that this prohibition was infringed. On that day, the third of May,
I remained in the chapel of the said, building till about half-past seven o'clock in the
evening, with Mr. Baillairgé, the Architect, who superintended the execution ofthe
plans. We were engaged in examining the work and settling what was to bedone
the next day. We were alone. About a quarter past seven, Mr. Baillargé left and
I still remained about a quarter of an hour, after having shut the door of the chapel
at the time Mr. Baillairg4 went out. Before going away I visited the stoves, as
was usual with me, and found. the fires out or nearly out; then I went through-the
building to get out by the door of the south-west wing, on St. Olivier Street, Mear
Jean Patry's. I did not smell any smoke, nor did I see any appeanneeof dire. I
did not hear the least noise in the building. I shut that door and lockedit, and
left the key at Jean Patry's, one of the contractors, living next door to the builda-
m.

While I was in the éhapel with Mr. Baillairgé, as I have above stated, Isawtwo
èf the Grey Nuns making their visit of the building; they entereathe chapem ad
exanuied the stoves which were there. I do not know the names of those Iadie&

WhHe I was in the chapel, after six o'clock, that evening, Ihadmany
tened, as was usual with me, to discover if any one remned in the bu but I
did not hear any noise, and saw no person going about or going up the doe



To go out by the west wiving of the building, I passed about twenty feet from the
main door of the building, on St. Olivier Street, which is in the centre of the main
body of the building, but I did not notice that either it or the wicket in it was open.

I do not recollect having been, on the third of May, in the rooms laid down on
the plan D, now shown to me, and marked respectively, 4 Speaker's Room " and
"Dressing R1oom." I do not recollect having seen the plumbers at work there, or
in any part of the third story on that day.

There was in the chapel, near the door, a barrel of water, and I saw-a large tub
vith water in it, on one of the upper stories; I cannot say whether it was on the

fourth or fifth story. I did not notice a barrel of water near the door on St. Olivier
Street.

A person named Bte. Nadeau was foreman under me. None of my mon had left
my einploy recently, and those who went away about a fortnight before the fire, did
so quite satisfied.

I live in St. Roch's Suburbs, in St. François Street, where I was when 1 heard the
alarm of fire, on the evening of the third of May. I ran to the building in question,
and got in by the door of the chapel on Richelieu Street, as far as the platform of the
Speaker's throne. I then perceived that all the surrounding parts were on fire,
and I could go iio further, so thick was the smoke. I cannot, from what I saw, form
any opinion as to the cause of the fire, or in what part of the building it commenc-
ed, except, that I am' certain that it was not in the chapel that it began. There
were many people on the spot, when I arrived at the building.

The general question having been put to the deponent, ho replies
I have redlected on the causes of this accident, without being able in any way to

account for it. As to the possibility of smoking in the " Speaker's Roon," without
being perceived, it did not exist, for that was the most frequented part of the build-
ing. I may add, that it was possible for any one to hide himself in that immense
building.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signcd,) RAPHAEL GIROUX.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 24th day of .May, 1854.

(Signed,) DuNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 39.
POVINCE OF OHN GILMOUR, Esquire, of the Parish of Quebec, after be-

CANADA. fi ' ing duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I know the building called
the ' Hospice des Dames de la Charité," situate in St. John's Suburb of this City,
in Richelieu and St. Olivier Streets, and which was destroyed by fire on the third
instant.

About three or four weeks before the said fire, I went into the building in ques-
tion, to view the interior, and I remained there about ten minutes. I entered it
through a Gothic door on Richelieu Street, and did not go beyond the chapel.
There were stoves in the chapel; I do not know how many. I noticed a great ac-
cumulation of chips and shavings, and it struck me that sufficient precaution was
not taken against accidents by fire. . I never returned there, and I had no know-
ledge of its destruction by fire until the day following the accident.



The general question beincg submitted to the deponent, lie answers:-
I know nothing further respecting the said fire.
And further deponent saith not, :nd hath signed.

(Sigrned,) JO HN GILMOUR.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 27th day of May, 1854.
'(Signed,) DUNBAR ROsS,

R. S. M. BoUCHETTE.

No. 40.
PROVINCE 0F OUISSAINT VEZINA, of Quebec, Master joiner, being

CANADA. duly sworn, doth depose and say:-Wlien the Government
leased the building, known as the Asylumu of the Sisters of Charity, situated in St.
John's Suburbs of this city, destroyed by fire on the third instant, I was engaged
by the Honorable Mr. Chabot, Chief Commissioner of Public Works. to finish
and complete the carpenters' and joiners' work of that part of the said building
called the West wing,,ethat is to say, all that part comprised between the western
extremity of the main dwelling and the South wing. The West wing in question
had four stories, and fronted on St. Olivier Street. It wüs about the beginning of
March that I began to work there. I had in my enploy nearly fifty men, about
thirty-five of whom worked in the said building, and the others at rny shop pre-
paring a part of the necessary wood.

While I worked in that building, I went almost every day into all the rooms of the
building vhich were not locked. I do not, liowever, recollect having been in either of
the two rooms on the third story nearest the residence of the Grey Nuns. I know
Philippe Marcoux by sight. I do not know André Blais, Gregoire Couture, or
Charles Gingras. I do not know in which room Marcoux worked. Indeed, I only
passed through the passages and apartments of the buildinr, without paying atten-
tion to what was going on there. I saw stoves on the different stories of the main
dwelling part of the building, but I cannot say either on which story or in which
rooms. I saw a large one in the chapel. I did not remark whether there were
nany shavings or chips in those parts of the building. There was a large quantity
of unemployed wood in the chapel, also muci scaffolding. I had the shavings and
chips taken away every day from the part where I worked, and I know that there
was a carter constantly employed in removing them from the other parts of the
building. I left the building at six o'clock in the evening; my men left one after
another after that hour. I went out by the door of the west wing on St. Olivier
Street. I do not know who had charge of the large door on the same street. The
first coat of plaster on the -walls had been given throughout the west wing, except
on the first story. The plastering was not so far advanced in the other parts of the
building, but they were working at it and many hands were employed on it. When
I left the building that evening, I discovered no smell of smoke or burnt wood, nor
any thing unusual.

I never saw any one smoke in the said building nor even near the door. None
of my men had left my employ since I begun to work there.

About half-past nine or ten o'èlock on the evening of the third of Mny, I was in-
bed when I heard the cry of" Fire." I got up and ran to the door, when 1 learned
that it was the said building tlhat was burning. I took but little time in going
thither. However the fire was aieady issuing through the openigs of the prinei.



pal dwelling part, and the dome was on fire. I did not go into the building. I met
sorne of my men wh were saving the tools, wood, doors, &c. I have no idea of
the origin of the fire, nor where it commenced.

The general question being put to the deponent, lie answcrs:
All that I can add, is, that I cannot believe that the said building was exposed to

danger from fire; for I never saw so nuch care taken to guard against such accidents
as was taken by the Grey Nuns as %vell as by the worknen.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Sigrned,) T. VEZINA.

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 29th day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DNBAE Ross,
R. S. M. BOUCHETTE.

No. 41.
PROVINCE 0F JACQUES ROY AUDY, of the City of Quebec, Esquire,

CANADA. Advocate, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I reide,
and I resided on the third of May instant, at the east end and on the north side of
D'Aiguillon Street, about an arpent to the South-west side of the Asylum of the
Sisters of Charity, destroyed by fire on the said third day of May.

Three or four days before the burning of the said building I went in, out of
curiosity. I found that they allowed a great quantity of shavings to accumulate.
I visited the chapel only.

On the evening of the third of May, about a quarter past nine o'clock, I was at
home with Mr. Alexander Menzies, vhen I heard a cry in the street; I went out
immediately, and saw two young boys running and crying. I folwed them, and
when I reached the bill opposite the door of the chapel, on Itichelieu Street, I per-
ceived a liglit, without being abie to distinguish whence it .proceeded. I returned
home to get my hat, and then went to the door of the said chapel; I then saw a
light in the window to the east of the said door, which was still shut. I knocked a
few times, and a man carrying a lantern caine and opened it with some difficulty;
I asked him, "Is there no watchman in the building ?" He replied, that there was
one, but that he had been out a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes. This man
is unknown to me, but h-e appeared to me to be in the service of the Nuns, and I
should know hini again if i was to meet him. I have not seen hlim since: he spoke
French to me, like a Canadian. I asked him if there were any buckets there; fIr
I saw two or three barrels of water inside. He replied, that he did not know
where to get any. Some persons then brought three or four buckets ; I then took
the lantern which this man carried, telling him to go and carry some water, but he
disappeared. A fter having stayed some time near the door, to prevent the crowd
from going in, I left the lantern inside the chapel, and ran home to protect my pro-
perty.

When the Chapel door was first opened, the fire appeared to me to be in a room
on St. Olivier Street, and te my right, that is te say, in the East part of the third
story. The fire was already very great.

When I arrived at the Chapel door, as above stated, it was still shut; there was
only one woman near, who lived opposite the Church, and who, as she said, had
removed thither that morning. Messrs. Alexander Menzies and Michel Tesier
arrived the first after me. I saw a dozen buckets of water carried.
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1 am, certain that the Chapel door was opened by a man carrying a lantern, and
that he was alone and very agitated.

About half-past seven of the same .evening, Mr. Menzies and I saw a man work-
ing in the dome of the said Chapel. We remarked that he was working very late

The general question being put to the witness, he replies in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(S gned,) J. R. AUDY.
Sworn before us, at QuebecS

this 30th day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) Dux»An Ross,

" R. S. M. BoUCHEI'rE.

No. 42.
POVMICB OFI AMES DEAN, Esquire, of the City of Quebec, Merchant,

CannA. being duly sworn, deposeth and saith :-On the third of May
instant, I resided in St. John's Suburb, in St. Olivier Street, immediately;pposite
to the residence of the Grey Nuns.

At about half-past nine o'elock, in the evening of that day, some one entered the
room where I was sitting, and told me that the new building, known as the
" Hospice des Dames de la Charité," contiguous and to the west of the Nuns' resi-
dence, was on fire. I immediately went out, and saw a bright light in two cf the
windows of the third story of the said new buildingand close to the Nuns' residence.
On my going out, a man came up to me and said he thought he was the first who
saw the fire from his own residence below the bill, and that he immediately came
up, and found the watchman apparently unaware that the building was on fire.

While I was looking at the fire, a man came to me, and said lie had been in the
building and that it was impossible to save it, as it was full ot wood and shavings.
That man is unknown to me. There was then but few persons inthe said street,
and I think that it was after the man had come out of the building, as I have just
stated, that I saw some men knocking very hard at the door of the Nuns' residence.
A short time after I had first seen the fire, the windows were burst by the fiames,
and the lire invaded the whole building.

1 afterwards attended to the saving of my property, but almost constantly saw
the progress of the lire.

I think that the man who stated that lie had been in, the building. as I have
stated above, is the one who told me that he had perceived the fire from below the
bill, but I arm not certain; he spoke in English to me.

I had been in some parts of the building twice, sometime, at least a fortnight
before the lire. I did not perceive any thing extraordinary about the building.
There was, as in every building in the course of erection, a large quantity of shav-
ings and wood.

The general question being put.te tots deponent, he answera negatively.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) JAMESý DEAN.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 3st day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) Duzn oss,

"R. S. M. BoucHoEREz
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No. 43.
PRovINCE OF A POLLINE GINGRAS, of the City of Quebec, spinsterg

CANADA. being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I live in St. Eustache
Street, St. John's Suburbs. The yard of our bouse is bounded by the wall of the
west gable of the building destroyed by fire on the third instant, and known as the
Asylum of the Sisters of Charity.

On the evening of the third of May instant, about a quarter pust nine o'clock,
T -y two or thrce of the Grey Nuns (whom I knew by their dress) pass into the
di rcit apartments of the west wing of the said building. It appeaied to me that
they were accompanied by a man, and that they had a lantern. The same evening,
about half-past nine o'clock, I heard the cry of " Fire," in the street. Having
opened a window, I heard them say that it was the Convent of the Grey Nuns that
was cn fire. I begged of my nephew, who came in, to go and see if there was any
danger for our house. On bis return, he satisfied me, telling me that there was no
danger, -that the fire was in the Nuns' room,-that there was a coupe-feu which
protected us. I went on a gallery that was at the back of our bouse, and that
faced the west gable of the new building, to get in some linen that was spread out
there. I returned there several times. I could then see the ligbt on a shed op-
posite the new building, on the other side of St. Olivier Street. The first or se-
cond t!ie that I went on the gallery, I saw a man come out of one of the openiugs
of the ecilar of th. est wing of the building destroyed by fire. He was in his
shirt sleeves, or dressed in a vest with sleeves to it. I do not know him. I did not
notice him much, for I was very much alarmed. On coming out, the man looked
up in the air, and IVent towards Richelieu Street, where there was a yard door. I
did not see him again. It was twenty minutes to ten wben I entered the second
time, with some linen that I had been to fetch on the gallery.

I was not in St. Olivier or Richelieu Street that evening. I was busy saving
my goods.

Our yard is separated from the building, destroyed by fire, by a fence which runs
along the west gable, at a distance of about thirty feet from Richelieu Street, go-
ing towards the property of Jean Patry.

The general question being put to the witness, she replies in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) APOLLINE GINGRÂS,
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 31st day of May, 1854.
(Signed,) DuwoAia Ross,

R. S. M. BOcUcErTE.

No. 44.
PRovNcE oF' OSEPH GINGRAS, of the City of Quebee, Plasterer, being

CANADA. fsworn on the Holy Evangelists, doth depose and say:-I
resided, on the third of May instant, at my aunt's, ApollineGingras, in St. Eustache
Street, St. John's Suburb. The west gable of the building, known as the ".Asylum
of the Sisters of Charity," and destroyed by fire on the saidday, is about sixty feet
from· the back of our residence, behind which, there is a gallery, the floor of which
is nearly level with the top of the fence which separates our yard from the
ground belonging to the said building. From tlisgaery we can see what takea
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place in the yard belonging to the said buildin, that is to say, -on the groundbe
tween it and the fence of our yard.

On the said third day of May, in the evening, I got home at half-past nine
o'clock. About five minutes after, we heard the cry of "fire." We opened a
window on St. Eustache Street, and some one told us that the building in question
was on fire. I ran to the gallery behind our house, and I saw the light on the
shed, which was opposite the main body of the said building, on the North. sideof
St. Olivier Street. I immediately ran to get my fireman's tools, that is to say, my
key and my belt, and I went down St. Olivier Street, opposite the said building.
Thére, I saw that the flame issued through two of the windows of the third story
of the main body of the building, and near the abode of the Grey Nuns. I then
went up to fetch my tools, that were in the building, but I was called to fulfil myduties as fireman. It would have been, I believe, possible to reach the third story,
by passing through the OhapeL

Apolline Gingras, my aunt, at whose bouse I lived, and still live, told me the day
after the fire, that she had seen a man go out of the cellar of the said building, by
one of the openings in the lower part of the west gable. I did not see this man.

The general question being put to the witness, he replies in the negative, and
adds:

I had been working in the said building for about six weeks. I never saw any
one smoke there, except once, when a man named Narcisse Bolduc had just light
his pipe, when one of the Grey Nuns passed, and made him put it out. This took
place more than a month before the fire. Two days before the fire, I had ceased
working at the said buildig.

And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) JOSEPH GINGRAS

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this 31st day of May, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BoucxETTE.

No. 45.
PRovrcE OFI M ICHAEL McAVOY, of the City of Quebee, Master-talor,

CAxNADA. after being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-On the tbird of
May last, I took possession of a house which I had previously let for the current
year; it is situated at the corner of St. Eustache and Richelieu Streets, iu St.
John's Suburb of this city, and is contiguous to the western boundary of the pro-
perty belonging to the &Hospice des Dames de la Charité."

On the evening of the third of May last, at about.half-past nine o'clock, I heard.
the cry of "Fire," and I went down to St. Olivier Street and saw smoke issuing
from some of the windows of the main building, either i the second or third story,
I cannot tell which. There was a.great number ofpersonsin thestreet then. I was
very much alarmed, and rau back to remove my property out of danger. I had
only arrived at Quebec that afterhoon at about four clock d I had never entered
the building in question.

The gener question being.submitted to the witness, he answers mnegatiely.



And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.
(Signed,) MICHL. McAVOYi

Sworn before us, at Quebec,
this Ist day of June, 1854.

(Signed,) DUNBAR Ross,
R. S. M. BoUCHETr'E.

No. 46.
PROvINCE OF .FOHN OLEARY, of the City of Quebec, Master-plasterer,

CAnADA. being duly sworn, doth depose and say:-I knew the building
known as the "Hospice des Dames de la Ckarité," which was destroyed by fire on the
third of Maylast. I had been workinoeatthat building, with my co-partner, Thomas
Murphy, during the six or seven wees which immediately preceded the said lire.
We employed about fifteen men 'i the building, in lathing and plasteiing. I had
been in the building dug the said day, third of May, and had left it a few minutesbefore six o'clock in the evening. I was in the habit of going there daily, since we
had commenced working there. On that day, some of our men were at work in
the apartments immediately under the chapel, and some others in the Western and
Southern wiings. When I left the building on that evening, I noticed a great manyshavings lu the stairs, but men were employed to take them away.

I was in the habit of going almost daily through niost of the rooms in the said
building, but I do not believe that I visited the "Speaker's-room" and " Dressing-
room" i the third story, on the third of May. I had been there some days before.
I cannot tell positively whether there was a stove in one of those two rooms, but I
think there was. Some joiners were at work in those rooms, and there were shav-
ings ln them. I was in the habit of visiting the different rooms, to see if the plas-
termng was drying well.

At about three-quarters past nine o'clock in the evening of the third of May, I
heard the alarm of fire, and having ascertained that the building in question was
on fire, I ran down, and when I reached the front of the building on St. Olivier
Street, I saw the fames coming out of the windows of thé third story of the centre
building. I think it was out of a window i the Eastern part of that story. The
light was seen through the other windows of that :fat. When I first reached St.
Olivier Street, there were about forty or fifty persons scattered about the street.
I immediately entered the centre building through the principal door, and went up
to the second fiat, but finding that the lire was imediately above me, I went
along the passage of the Western wing, and led some of the firemen to the fourth
story, to place their hose. I could not, from any part of the building that I reached
that evening, discover exactly in what room the fire had commenced; but I am
certain that it must have originated in one of the rooms on a level with, and behind
the chapel.

The mortar used for pIastering was prepared in the basement story, the apertures
of which were on a level with the ground, on St. Olivier Street. They were tem-
porarily closed at night by boards or shutters kept up by means of other boards
bearlng anainst them inside. These boards or shutters could easily be removed
froàM outsde

The plumbers were at work in the building on the third of May. They made
some fire, (for the purpose of soldering,) in a fire-place under the North-western
part of the chapel. I do not remember seeing them carry tlheir portable fur-



naces, from room to room, as they might want them, but they carried hot soldering
irons about the place. I have often seen some of the Nuns going through the dif-
ferent rooms of the building, at noon, and in the evening, after the departure of
the workmen.

The general question being put to this deponent, he answers negatively.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) JOHN O'LEARY.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 2nd day of June, 1854.
<Signed,) DUoBA Ross,

R. S. M. BoucE'TE.

N0.ý 47.
PsovmCE oFl BENJAMIN DAIKERS, of the City of Quebec, Book-keeper,

CANADA. being duly sworn, deposeth and saith:--I reside in the upper
part of Jean Patry's house, forming the north-east corner cf St. Eustache and St.
Olivier Streets, in St John's Suburb of this City, and contignous to the propertyof
the Dames de la Charité.

On the third of May last, at about fifteen minutes before ten o'clock in the
evening, as I was returning home I perceived a light in the direction of my dwell-
ing. I hurried home to ascertain if it was in danger; when I reached my bouse, I
saw that the building known as the Bospice des Dames de la Charité was on.fire,
and the fRames appeared to issue from some of the windows of the eastern part of
the third story, near the Nuns' residence. I did not stop to witness the progress-of
the fire, but immediately commenced removing my property.

I had never entered the said building and consequently kiow nothing of the
state in which it was on the evening of the fire; but the immense quantity of sparks
and burning pieces of wood which poured upon my dwelling and its out-houses,
indicated that there must have been a large accumulation of wood and chips in the
building.

I did not notice any apertures in the western gable wall or in the front basement
remaining unclosed at night.

The bouse adjoining to my residence is, I;believe, the property of one Gingras,
and is tenanted by two or three families.

The general question being put to the witness, he answers negatively.
And further deponent saith not, and bath signed.

(Signed,) B. DAIKERS.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 7th day of June, 1854.
(Signed,) DUNBR Ros,

R. S. M. BoucEmT.
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No. 48.
Paovwca or OUIS LEMOINE, of the City of Quebec, Meehanician, b-

CANADA. ing duly sworn, doth depose and say :-I kneW of the fire which
on the third of May last consumed the building kenown as the- 4sy!um of the Sisters
of Charity," and situated on St. Olivier and Richelieu Streets, in the St., John's
Suburlb of this City. About a fortnight before this fire, I went to the old chateau,
to examine a fire-engine there, which Mr. Pierre Gauvreau wished me to repair.
The same day, or the next inorning, I had this engino taken to my house, and after
having exammned it, I perceived that it roquired considerable repairs. When Mr.
Gauvreau asked me to repair this engine, he spoke to me in such a manner as to
make me believe that it belonged to him, as having bought it at the sale of goods
sarved froma the fire at the Parliament Buildings in February last. No fi.:ed time
was agreed upon between us, within which I was to inake these repairs. Some
days before the fire, Mr. Gauvrcau told me, that, when this engine was repaired, he
wished me to have it conveyed to the building in question. One or two days be-
fore the fire of the third of May, a man .came from Mr. Gauvreau te ask me if the
engine which that gentleman had ordered me to repair and convey to the " Asylum
of the Sisters of Charity," was ready; I told him that it was not, and that it would
not be so for a week.

On the third of May, about ten o'clock in the evening, being in St. John
Street within tilo walls, I heard the alarm of fire, and I learnt that the building in
question was on flre. I went there, and, on arriving in St. Olivier Street, I per-
ceived that the fire was in the third story; and just at the same moment, the flames
burst out througdi the windows. I then gave much of my attention to the direction of
the engines. f had never entered this building.

The general question having been put to the deponent, he replies in the negative.
And further deponent saith not, and hath signed.

(Signed,) L. LEMOINE.
Sworn before us, at Quebec,

this 12th day of June, 1854.
(Signed,) DunnÂR Ross,

R. S. M. BoUC=ETTE.

PaovnCE oF «IERRE GAUVREAU, Esqnire, Architect and Superinten-
:CanaD. dent of Publie Works for Lower Canada, aged forty years, be-

ing sworn, doth depose and say :-I have been Superintendent of Public Works
in Lower Canada ever since the year 1849. When the Government leaed the
building known as the "Asylum of the Sisters of Charity," destroyed by fire on
the third of May lst, the Chief Commissioner of Publie Works for Lower Can-
ada directed me to arrange with Mr. Baillairgé, the architeot, as tofke internal
division of that building, then unfinished. I did'so. After the peoa f that
duty, i had nothing more to do with that building.

Some days before the fire of the third of May, I was desired by the Chief Com-
nissioner of PubEc Works, Mr. Chabot, to have some barrels of water conveyed

totbe said building; which had doe y. That irected
me aise to have a little fire-engine, belonging to Governmeat, oerrid to the said
building, and whie bas been for three weeks at Mr. Lemie's, . ,f
thieCity,to be repaired. Y immei a ene tothe nau of thatord«e;
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and, the day previous to the fre, I sent to the, aid Louis Lemoine, to get the uid
engine ; but he sent word that it was not ready, and that t would not be xeady for
@ome days.

I went twice into the said building, after the Governzxent. ad commenced-work-
ing there. I had been there several times, before the commencement of t.he work
to examine the- interior, with Mr. Baillairgê, and to arrange s te the moSt conve-
nient division thereof for the use of Parliament. I did not go tihere when I Lad
the barrels of water conveyed thither

On the third of May, being at home, about haif-past nine in the evening,I
heard the cry of " Fire," and from my yard I perceived a light i the direo ioaât
the building in question, which was about four arpents tothe north-east fmy
house. I ran thither immediately. On reaching Richelieu Street, opposite te
said buildin', I met four men, two of whom are known to me, namely. Prançois
Maisson, an Mir. Peters, mastr-j iner and builder. The wicket, temporarilymade
in the large door of the main building, was open. I asked those four men to fllow
me, telling them that there was no danger,-that I knew al the nooks and cornera
of the said building: they did so. I went up as fai as the third story, which was
on a level with the floor of the chapel, and perceived fure in the room intendedfor
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. That room was in the east part of tie
said building. The fire was on the floor, i some sbaývings, and Lad aheady
extended into the passage leading to the' chapel. To get into the chae
we were obliged to move away burning shavinge. The door of the chapel ws
shut and was not opened for some time after. I cannot conceive how any
body could have got in before me. I did net see Mr. Audy nor George Lang.
lais. I was followed by the men who accompanied me, and we there foundue
barrels in which there was water. We found aisesome bukets therePer
haps, belonged to the women employed to wash the1loors. We d a
about carrymg water, and had succeeded in reducing the fie when de water
us. Rousseau did not come to the Chapel door untiL.sometimeafter I haden
accompanied by the four men of whom I have just spoken. We Lad afread
emptied the barrels of water, when he arrived. As I knew that Le ought tekeep
watch round tie. building, I called him at diierentinterval. He told me hatL
had been to knock at the door of >te Convent to wake -thé Nunsý I asked
how it happened.that the door on St. Olivier Street was open; e told me t e
soon as he knew of thefue, he had gone toenter bythat door, anatIe a
found it open. When the barrels cf water were emptied, I rau with Messa
Marshallu y and John Pye, te the aqueducstation oà &lai.a Sees&.
The keeper t s tat te pipes were too J at he could notMiid us any
water. We then went to another station a4uated thetorner cf St. e
Richelieu Streets. There wras ne key there te open tie pipe.~ When I retrnek
to te building, e. fre Lad made sch progress that it wiae
There wrere lusengines on~ the spot, but thiey renaned there en hour witIoaIt
being able to play, from iwant of iwater.

Thegeneralquestion being put toe tideponent,he ansb eia l t egati e
And fdumer deponent saith not, and hath signed.

Swrorn before Uat Quebec,
is 19à. day of June, 1854.

(Sn DeSa s
. S. M. BoucmrrEE



Appendix D.
Drawings marked A, B, C, D, E, F, and G, (ubmitted with the Report,)

illuatrative of the Evidence contained in the Depositions.
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