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« And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the Work."—2 Kings xxii. 5.
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Stenographically reported by Tiowas Bexaobter, Official Stenographer to the
Convention.

Copies of this Report, 76 cents each, will be sent post-paid on receipt of price,
by JEssie A. MUNRO, Corresponding Secretary, 26 Manning Arcade, Toronto.

For further information as to obtaining this Report, and those of former years,
see page 1066,
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) INTRODUCTION.

Tue Editing Committee have much pleasure in sending forth
“ Doers of the Word and Work,” or the Report of the Thirty-Second
Provincial Sabbath School Convention. As one results of this
Convention, it is confidently hoped that the Word will be all the
more truly done by the doers of the work, and that the work will be

0n,
¥ , the better done by the doers of the Word.
). With a satisfaction that is pardonable, because it is with strict
regard to fact, we point out the circumstance that the Association is
once more free from debt, and commences its thirty-third year as a
D - strong runner, unencumbered with burdening weights.
nty The “ Mission Work ” reported as done in the north and north
: western parts of the Province, proves that the fishers have launched
out into the deep of a great sea whence a great draught has been
rth i taken, and whence greater draughts may yet be taken. That success
has encouraged the Association to find a place in the estimates of the
d coming year for a sum of money wherewith to prosecute even greater
missionary undertakings.
an The Department of Normal Work has received a great impetus,
e and larger measures of success are yet within our reach. This is
] true also in regard to the Primary work.
ik Our Province had in 1886 only 30 organizations. It has now
on, 950. In order to cope fully with what yet remains to be done, it has
i been determined that the watchword of the year be * Forward!”
and that our lines be flung further eastward as they have hitherto

been westward. It is therefore earnestly desired that the counties
'ines,

e and the townships west of Toronto allow General Secretary Day to

prosecute the work of organization east of Toronto, and so complete
the Sabbath School circumvallation of the whole of Ontario.

We missed at our convention the bright and vigorous presence of
the late lamented William Reynolds, the International Field Secre-
tary. Long life was denied to him, but he did much to show that he
Vater- had lived. Our friendship for him waslove without either flowers or
L veil.

' This little volume goes forth with an earnest hope and fervent
potion prayer that it may help all its readers to look up and lift up, to get
laren, heaven for themselves and for others, and to make them all better
And and braver soldiers of the Cross. Hold in memory our next Conven
r\:‘ml\.{ij tion at Peterboro’, in October, 1898.

b Joun A. PATERSON.

g November 30th, 1897, For the Editing Committee.




HISTORICAL LIST OF PROVINCIAL S. S. CONVENTIONS. ' WEDNESD.

Devotional
e e e~ —— —— e ——— ———— a a
; ; President’s
! PLACE. j PRESIDENT, | DATE. Rules for T
! |
| RS - —| Appointme
| 1. Kingston ; ...co0000 Hon. James Ferrier, Montreal (deceased)....| Feb. 11, 12, 13, 1867. U()llllty and
! 2. Hamilton .......... Rev. W. Ormiston, D.D.... «..ovveeeiennnan Sept. 5, 6, 7, 1865. - L
3. Montreal ...... Sir J. W. Dawson, LL.N., F.R.S,,F.G.S. ....| « 4, 5, 6, 1866. ! Seven St
4 TORONED .. iovene . Rev.F. H. Marling .......cccoovveinienns | Oct. 8, 9,10, 1867. | W. W
5 5. St. Catharines ...... D W BRI B KT i s s onnensnsreans| . % Bz 0 1868. 5 ‘
/ 6. Belleville ........ "| Hon. Billa Flint (deceased) ................. w12, 18, 14, 1869, Report of ]
| W AR hss s b ai0ini v Hon. James YOUNEZ .....ooeveivasnnrannanns i 11,185 18, 1970
B LN s o000 6000k Alfred Rowland....... AP PIRENT RT  e e » 10, 11, 12, 1871.
9. Montreal .... ....| Rt. Rev. BishopBond.........c.coovvnnnns w 15, 16, 17, 1872. 1 Even
10. Toronto ........ | Daniel McLe&N .....coooeseeevevssscssnnnes n 21, 22, 28, 1878, ]
11. Brantford ......... JudgeJones .............. cavosgarersivel 1 38 1A A IATS: ! Addresses
12. Hamilton .... William Edgar .......ocoooneiiicvncninnnns v 12, 13, 14, 1875. | S
13. Belleville ...... TR JOBBBON o o svsssonssupssssostoess w10, 11, 12, 1876, { “ Points of
3 QU o aee reinie Ed. W. McGuire, M.D, (deceased) .........., n 9,10, 11, 1877. ! James
15. Peterboro’...... .| J. Frith Jeffers, MLA. ......covieneienianns " 8, 9, 10, 1878. .
16. Toronto ............| Hon.S. H, Blake, Q.C..........c.coveeee Jow 7, 8 9, 1879, The Don
17. Brampton .... ....|J. W. Beynon, Q0. ivosisssnsntrnciosserses w24, 25, 26, 1882." s
18. Cobourg............| D. C. McHenry, M.A. (deceased)............ | 23, 24, 25, 1883. Natior
19. Brockville .......... . Jobn M. Gill ......cocvvvniiiirannenninenns | o 21, 22, 28, 1884. ¢ Peinininls
20, Stratford . ......... Tid DFGBIN & icoveiss verysssnsss 20, 21, 22, 1885. Principle
1. tlmnlilton ..... i (‘}eolrge Rutherford | w 26, 27, 28, 1886.
292, London ............ William Bowman ......... w25, 26, 27, 1887.
23, Kingston ..... ....| Abraham Shaw .........coovieiereiiienenn. | w 16,17, 18, 1888, THURSDA\
08 TOROBED . ivoeivievs J.K.Macdonald ........coioveenviinnnnnns w22, 23, 24, 1889, >
25. Brantford ..........| W. N. Hossie ......c...cocciennineiiinenenns [« 28, 29, 30, 1890. Report of
26, Ottawa .............| Alex. Mutchmor (deceased) ............ { w27, 28, 29, 1891, 1 Report of
27. Guelph sans \ James A. McCrea | o 26, 26, 27, 1892, '
2. Toronto ...... .....| R.J, SCOre ......... | w24, 25, 26, 1803, Report of
29. Belleville ..........|H.P.Moore ............ ... w28, 24, 25, 1894, | i
30, Toronto ......... ..| John A. Paterson, M.A e 29, 23, 24, 1895, 1 Report of
31. London ............| John A, Paterson, MLA. ...........ooovvviee w 27, 28, 29, 1896. REPORTS (
32. Hamilton ..........|d. J. Maclaren, LL.D., Y | w 27, 28, 29, 1897.
| | Pastor
{ Norm:
* There was no Provincial Convention held in the year 1830, and in 1831 the usual Annual Super

Convention gave way to the Third International S, 8. Convention, which was held in the city of \ Bible
Toronto, 22nd, 23rd and 24th June, and presided over by Hon. 8. H, Blake, Q.C. 1ble
Secret

Prima

' After

: ! “ How Cax
of our
Reports of
Financial
““The Hic
its Di




CONTENTS.

WEDNESDAY —Afternoon Session :

Devotional Services. ......coceeeeesriorcrissssssnes

President’s Address. .. ..ooooceveerreriiaioanrnnns

Rules for Transaction of Business at Convention

Appointment of Nominating Committee

County and City Reports .. ‘

¢ Seven Steps of Progression in a S. S. Teac h(‘l 8 hlh« iency,” Rev.
W. W. Weeks

Report of Nominating Committee

Evening Session :

Addresses of Welcome . = L O, ) 17-19

¢ Points of Deformity in the (jltm,ns]np nf I‘o (lav i I'Ix-\\';mlvu
James Massie, Esq

«The Dominance of Christian Principles in the Dev Ll(bl)lllllll nf
National Life.” Hon. John Dryden o g

¢ Principles of Teaching.” George H. Archibald ......... ; 25-29

19-22

22-25

THURSDAY—Torning Session :

Report of the General Executive Committee.......... 29-35
Report of General Secretary 35-39
Report of Treasurer 39-48
Report of Corresponding Secretary 49-50

REPORTS OF SEPARATE CONFERENCES :
Pastors s 02-54
Normal Department 54-57
nnual Supvrintcmlcnw 4 e i R e B 57-58
ity of Bible Class Teachers.......... i B S rel N
Secretaries and Librarians ... 61-64
Primary T DR SRV

Afternoon Session:

« How Can we Help the Newer and More Sparsely Settled Districts
of our Province.” H. P. Moore ....

Reports of Visitors to these Districts............coooeenvnns

Financial Appeal .. ...
“The Hidden Tlcasuru of thc \\ md tlm Best Literary Auh to

its Discovery.” Rev. D. Spencer...........cocvvueiivninns




vi

Wednesday —Evening Session :

¢ The Children for Christ and Christian Missions.”
«The Lesson in the Bible and the Bible in the Lesson.” Prof.

(TP ) R S R e R R S R R R R
«The Bible Attitude to the Temperance Problems of the Day.”
Rev. W. R. Parker, DiD. ... oov.sparenirnsissascissssraines

FRIDAY-—Morning Session :

Discussion as to $illeting Delegates . .

Report of Resolution Committee ..........coooverveerieee-: .
«Sabbath School Leakage, its Cause and Cure.” Rev. W. A.

17T R R N e NI S N e Sy BT
¢« Home Department.” Rev. J. J. Radattt. . .oooonrssrsvsmsns
Address. Mrs. Cra’ts.....

Afternoon Session :
Fraternal Greetings. .....ooevi oo
Temperance Lesson. 8. J. Duncan-Clark .....
Normal Lesson—A Study of Acts. Prof. Hamill
Report of Normal Examinations. G. M. Lee
A Primary Class Session ............cooovieeen:

Evening Session :

¢« The Sunday School as an Evangelizing Agency to the Home.”

Rev. D. C. Hossack, B.A,,LLB..........

Introduction of President elect, Mr. A. J. Donly...

. 1244125
.. 126-130
. 131-135

«The World and the Word.” Hon. S. H. Blake, Q.C

Statistical Report.........coccoveeeeiivecness
LisT OF DRLEGATES. . c.coovesssescssssssossssonss

W. H. Frost

PAGE.

92-96

96-100

101-104

.. 105-106
. 106-108

108-112
113-117

. 117-121

121-124

136-139

139-145
145-146

. 146-157

158-159

. 160-165

Sabbath

PRrO

ON T

W,

THE Pres
order prom
D.D., past
“ Blest be t
led in pray
SMITH read
PATERSOY,

The Prr
many of )
bheen an ev
and the F
particulars
one point :
for the pas
without a
plause.)
for some t
We are to
tinguished
the Provi
be that v
have in tl
the field.



00

| 24
125
130
135

139

145
146
157
159
165

Sabbath School Association of Ontario.

REPORT

THE

OF

THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL
PROVINCIAL CONVENTION,

Held in Centenary Methodist Church, Hamilton,

ON THE 27th, 28th and 29th DAYS OF OCTOBER, 1897.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 27th.

Tug President, J. J. MacLAREN, LL. D, Q.C., called the meecing to
order promptly at two o’clock, and introduced the Rev. J. V. SmiITH,
D.D., pastor of the church, who led the devotions by giving out
(' « Blest be the Tie that Binds.” Mr. WHITE and Rev. Dr. WILLIAMSON
1 led in prayer. After singing ‘ Nearer, my God, to Thee,” Rev. Dr.
‘ Suith read Job xxviii., followed by Rev. J. McEweN and Mr. J. A.
Parersov, who led in prayer.

The Presipext said :  Fellow-workers, I am pleased to meet so

0 many of you in another annual convention. The past year has

“ : been an eventful one in our work. From the reports of the officers
| and the Executive Committee, which will be laid before you, full

particulars will be obtained. I cannot refrain from referring to
one point : the incubus of debt which has weighed so heavily upon us
for the past few years has been entirely removed, and we meet to-day
without any liabilities and with a small sum in the treasury. (Ap-
plause.) From the printed programmes that have been in your hands
for some time, you will see that we are to have a feast of fat things.
We are to have the privilege of hearing from several of the most dis-
tinguished workers on the eontinent, from the United States and from
the Province of Quebec, and I have no doubt that your verdict will
be that which I have heard expressed by workers abroad, that we
have in this Province many who are the peers of those in any part of
the field. Amid our rejoicings, there is sadness. A number in our




8

own ranks have fallen since our last convention ; and our thoughts
turn instinctively to the late Field Superintendent of the [nternational
Association, our beloved William Reynolds, who was with us at Lon-
don last year, but who was taken to his reward a few weeks ago in the
midst of his labors. In the International Executive at Chautauqua
in August last we planned his work for the coming year. How little
we knew that God had planned it otherwise. Let us all endeavor to
catch something of his spirit and devotion to the work.

I. A. Patersoxn, of Toronto, seconded by W. N, Hosstr, of Brant-
ford, moved the following resolutions, which were adopted :

1. That the President nominate a committee of fifteen, who shall
nominate a Business Committee of twenty.five members, a Committee
on Resolutions of nine members, a Committee on Registration of five
members, and make such other nominations as may be referred to
them by the Convention.

2. The Business Committee shall report to the Convention any
changes that may be found necessary in the programme. It shall
nominate a president, vice presidents, two minute secretaries, a
jeneral Kxecutive and a Central Executive for the coming year,
and attend to such other matters as may be referred to it by the
Convention.

3. That the following rules be adopted for the transaction of busi
ness at this Convention :

(@) The schedule time of the programme shall be strietly adhered
to. If any item is not completed when the time for some other item
is reached, the latter shall be taken up. The Business Committee shall
arrange a time for the disposition of any unfinished business.

(b) All resolutions offered shall be in writing. When a motion is
moved and seconded, it shall be referred without discussion to an
appropriate committee.

(¢) No delegate shall speak more than once on any question, nor
more than five minutes at a time, without the leave of the Convention,
which shall be granted or refused without debate.

The President named the following Nominating Committee : H. P.
Moore, Acton ; R.S. Wallace, Hamilton ; Rev. R. J. M. Glassford,
Guelph ; R. W. Clarke, Millbrook ; R. J. Score and Mrs. Stanton,
Toronto ; Rev. C. L. Thompson, Stirling : Rev. L. W. Thom, Flesher-
ton; D. A. McDermid, London ; F. B. Holtby, Mitchell ; George
Rutherford, Hamilton ; John Jamieson, Penetanguisheme ; Frank
Reid, Simcoe ; J. J. Woodheuse, Toronto ; Dr. Tilley, Bowmanville ;
A. Day, Toronto.

The Committee retired, and the President called for reports from
different parts of the Proviuce.
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COUNTY REPORTS.

Bruce East.—Rev. Mr. Moyer—We organized the town of Walker-
ton and the four eastern townships of the county last May. Chesley
we included in East Bruce. We have thirty-five schools. We had
an. enthusiastic meeting, and we are to have the next meeting in
Chesley.

Carleton.—Ipa J. Granam—We had an excellent county conven-
tion at Carp, September 16th and 17th, 1897. Messrs, Clarke and
Gribble rendered very helpful service. We have organized four town-
ships during the present year. We have asked the schools for two
cents per member.

Dundas.—W. G. SmyrH—Last year we had a county convention
and one township convention, viz, Matilda. During the past winter
Mr. Day visited the county and reorganized the townships of Moun-
tain, Winchester and Williamsburg. The good results of township
conventions and organization will be readily seen by the following
comparison of last year’s reports and this year’s, Last year Matilda
was the banner township, with 13 schools reported ; Winchester, 9,
and Mountain and Williamsburg, 6 each. Now, Winchester leads,
with 16 schools reported ; Matilda, 14 : Mountain, 10, and Williams-
burg, 6. Last year there were 347 teachers ; this year, 456. Last
year there were 2,665 scholars ; this year, 3,401 Last year, 62
scholars joined the Church ; this year, 137. Last year there was
given for missionary and benevolent objects, $280 ; this year, $404.

Durham East.—Mr. GIvEx—We have held three township and one
county convention, all of which were very successful. 'We had Mr.
Day at our county and one of our township conventions.

Durham West.—Mr. JouNy Davey—Our county convention was held
Jast May in Bowmanville. Rev. J. J. Redditt introduced the Home
Class Department with good results, and Miss Munro organized a
Primary Union. Our three townships are organized.

Elgin West.—J. H. MOINTYRE- Our county and all the townships
are well organized, and our conventions are full of interest and very
helpful.

Frontenac South.—A. RiITCHIE—AnN interesting county conven-
tion was held at Sunbury, Feb. 17th. Mr. Day was present and con-
tributed largely to its success. The Kingston News gave a fine
report of it. The townships of Loughborough and Portland have a
joint association.

Grenville.—A. CarMicHAEL—The county is pretty well organized.
We have a county convention every year, and a convention in each
one of the municipalities ; they are very well attended. In some of
our townships are travelling secretaries appointed to visit all the

schools in the township. The work is prospering.
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Mr. ArcuiBaLp, General Secretary of the Quebec Association,
said : Yesterday I had a letter from one of the officers, asking if I
could not hold a series of one or two days’ iustitutes in that county.
[t is a great pleasure to assist in the work occasionally in that end
of your great province. We have our Brother Day with us occasion-
ally, and he has helped us very much and we are reciprocating where-
ever we can. At present I bhave an engagement for Glengarry
county also. That end of your province needs help. That is the
hardest end, 1 fancy, because it is nearest to Quebec. (Hear, hear,
and laughter.)

Haliburton —Jon~y H. SturGes—Ours is essentially a missionary
district. We have long distances to go to school. ~We have 21
schools in our county, only 10 of which have reported, 300 scholars
and 48 teachers. Our county organization was formed in 1892, and
we have had an annual convention ever since. We are not able to
contribute very much, but we felt that we were responsible to a cer-
tain extent for the debt hanging over this Association, and we col-
lected in our schools $6.40 towards it. Our county work is going on
very favorably.

Halton.—Rev. T. R. CLARKE—Our county is well organized and
progressing. The chief thingis the new map, which is creating
special interest in our Sabbath School work.

Haldimand.—J. W. ParrersoN— The county is thoroughly organ-
ized. It is divided into six districts. Duaring the past year four
very successful district conventions were held. Our annual county
convention was held in the month of September at Caledonia. We
were greatly pleased to have with us our General Secretary. Mr.
Day’s work among us was a great inspiration.

Hastings South.—S. RusseLL—Our association was formed two
years ago, and embraces the townships of Sidney, Thurlow, Tyend-
inaga, and the towns of Deseronto and Trenton. The anvual con-
vention was held this month, and the Rev. J. McEwen delighted all
with his enthu-iastic and helpful addresses.

Huron.—R. HoLmes—Our county convention was held at Clinton,
August 24th, and was combined with the Christian Endeavor, a day
being devoted to each. It was a great success During the year
four township conventions, representing eight or nine townships.
Every school is visited at least once a year by the Visitation Com-
mittee.

Lincoln.—Rev. WrAY R. SMitH—This county is without form and
void so far as Sabbath School organization is concerned. I hope
something will be done by the-Executive Committee that will enable
Brother Day to associate himself with myself, and any others we may
be able to tind, and organize it.

Ontario South.—W. J. DaLe—The county has been organized
about thirty years, and is composed of the townships of Pickering,
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East and West Whitby, and the towns of Whitby and Oshawa, all
organized and holding annual conventions. The reports cover thirty-
five out of forty-five schools.

Peel.—D. Granam—I present the printed report of the last county
convention held January 19th and 20th, 1897. It was very success
ful. Our four townships are organized.

Peterboro.—Rev. Mr. Reeves—This year, owing to a change in
some of the officers, the yearly contribution was not forwarded in
time. However, the amount, $85, will be on hand shortly. The
usual township conventions have been held with success. A Primary
Union for the county has been formed of local unions at three points.
There are three Normal classes at two points in the county.

Rainy River.—Rev. A, AxprREwS—I have been a resident of this
district for a year and a half, but I have heard nothing of a Sabbath
School convention having been held during the past two years
There are no officers at present to report, and I am here because I
received one of your very excellent programmes in time to feel inter-
ested in coming to the Convention. (Hear, hear.) There are at least
12 schools in the district, with about 150 officers and 950 scholars.
A few institutes or conventions would be helpful. Arrangements
have been made for a report of this Convention to be given in the
town of Rat Portage on the first Sunday evening in November, and
we want the Association, if possible, to make provision so that the
district shall be organized. .

Waterloo.—Rev. R. ArkinsoN—The county held its 21st annual
convention at Elmira, on the 7th and 8th of this month. Tt was well
attended and very helpful. Three townships, Waterloo, Wellesley
and North Dumfries are organized, and held good conventions, We
hope to organize the two remaining townships this year.

Welland.—S. Dovcax—The 18th annual county convention was
held at Port Colborne, October 12th. Of the eighty-five schools
in the county, thirty-six reported. Four out of eight townships
are organized. At the late convention a committee was appointed in
each district to visit the schools and endeavor to bring them into
more active co-operation with the Association.

Wentworth North.—A. BoysroN—We held a county and two
township conventions during the year. There are official visitors for
the different townships.

Wentworth South.—Mr, MarsgALL—Our association is composed
of five townships, organized in four township associations. All these
towaships for the past year held a convention, and we have held a
county convention every year since organized.

Wellington.—Rev. Mr. THosM—Number of schools reported, 106,
out of 125, at our last convention, in Belwood. Last year was
probably the best convention we ever had for Sabbath School workers.
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The first part of the time Was given to Normal Class work. The
workers were specially hearty. We have the county organized into
township associations, and they hold annual conventions, and the
work is going on very earnestly.

York East.—Mr. SrewArt—In the Sabbath School field we are &

gerrymandered connty. Our two township associations correspond

direct with the Provincial Association. The Scarboro’ Township
statistics are in the hands of the Secretary, and I presume Markham

is also, and these two go to make up East York to-day. We hold our
township conventions annually. Delegates are appointed by each
township to visit the other, and have & place upon their programme,
so that our township conventions partake much of the nature of a
county convention. Every school is in touch with the Association.
The President visits every school, and reports to the Secretary. It is
enjoined on all classes to contribute towards this Association.

York North.—P. W. Pearson—In North York Sabbath School
work continues to flourish spiritually, educationally and financially.
Each of our five township associations held very guccessful conven-
tions. Interest in the provincial work is increasing. There is &
gtrong desire to know what work the Provincial Executive are under-
taking, and a willingness to aid in that work.

York West.—T. L Morrar—Forty schools reported to our County
Convention, held in Maple, last February. Representatives have
been appointed to visit the schools, to bring them into closer touch
with county and provincial work. Three successful township conven-
tions have been held, sustained chiefly by local talent. At Toronto
Junction a Primary Union has been formed, and a successful Normal

Class, under the Rev. Mr. Rae.

CITY REPORTS.

Brantford—W. N. Hossie—The city was organized in 1871, by
the late William Reynolds. Last year no convention was held.
Every school was visited by the Secretary, and a brief address given.
Blank forms were left, from which have been compiled the returns
sent to the Secretary.

Guelph.—H. J. B. Leapray—Out of a Protestant population of
10,399 there are 3,728 enrolled in the Sabbath Schools. A joint
service was held on Jubilee Sunday, and at 4.21 all joined in the
National Anthem. The public meetings of the city association have
been fairly well attended.

Hamilton.—W. BaLe—Hamilton Association has had a good deal

to do during the year, in preparing for this convention. We hope to

receive great benefit from it.
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St. Catharines.—Rev. Mr. Cassipy—There are fourteen schools in
the Association besides the colored Methodist school, and a school
carried on by the Brethren, making sixteen, and two Roman Catholic.
We need organization. We would like to join the county association
or co-operate with the provincial authorities in setting it going.

Toronto.—Mr. Bares—I would like to report from the south wing
of the Central Prison. We have about 230 scholars. We are not
anxious to increase the membership. (Laughter.) We have about
thirty-five teachers on the average. A number of the men sent in
requests for prayer during the week. We hold prayer-meetings on
Monday evenings from seven to eight o'clock. The last night I was
in the prayer-meeting, 1 told them I was coming here and would like
to have a message from them. I asked them to carefully consider
what they were going to do, and to hold up their hands, those who
were converted from the time they came to the Central Prison
Sunday School, and out of twenty-three attending the prayer-meeting
I had eleven hands go up. (Hear, hear.)

The PrEsipENT—The organization of Toronto has been on the
minds of the Executive for some time. We came to the conclusion
that you cannot organize Toronto- for the sake of organization. You
can organize them for work. The first work that we have planned
is a house-to-house visitation, an endeavor to take the religious census
of the whole city on one given day. (Hear, hear.) We had taken
the preliminary steps, but it was deferred by the uncertainty as to
the time when the contest for Sunday cars would come on. I am in
hopes that by the time we meet again we will have a city organiza-
tion.

The PresipENT introduced the Rev. W. W, Weeks, of Toronto,
who would speak on i

« SEVEN STEPS OF PROGRESSION IN A SABBATH Scroor TEACHER’S

EFFICIENCY.”

Mr. WEeEks—The subject assigned me is found in Peter i. 5. The
greatest honor given to woman is motherhood. For a woman to
neglect the fireside for anything else in all the world would be as
though our gracious Queen gave up her splendid Empire to become
the leader of a little African tribe. The cradle is more important
than the ballot-box. Next to motherhood the greatest honor con-
ferred on any individual is the care of a Sabbath School class. The
greatest possible care should be taken in the selection and preparation
of Sabbath School teachers. I would rather nail up the doors of
every Sabbath School in the land than have improper men and women
try to teach the boys and girls. I would rather have twenty or even
fifty in a class, under an efficient teacher, than to have that class
divided into three or four classes with only one good teacher and the
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rest unfitted for the work. Now, what are the seven steps in a
teacher’s preparation ! The Apostle here lays down the starting point,
“ Add to your faith.” He never intimated that anybody should go
into the great work of soul-saving and soul-feeding without faith.
The unregenerate Sabbath School teacher is one of the most dangerous
persons in any community. Would you think of trusting your boy
and girl on the precipice of Niagara with a guide who is stone-blind?
Surely we will not trust our boys and girls to walk a path fraught
with infinitely greater perils than that at Niagara when the leader is
blind, not knowing the first principles of the Gospel of Christ.
“ Add to your faith virtue.” We have no single English word that
fully expresses the meaning of the word here rendered virtue. One
translates it by courage. A Sabbath School teacher must be a brave
man or woman, brave enough to be loyal and true to God’s Word no
matter what anyone may say about it. Another has rendered it
fortitude—that is, resolution, purpose. The teachers who are in their
places just because they were dragged in by the superintendent ought
to be kicked out. I don’t believe in Sabbath School superintendents
forcing people to teach Sabbath School classes. These young lives so
plastic, so easily moulded, ought only to be trusted to men and women
who believe they are there as God’s servants to do a special work for
Him. Then there is the thought of endwurance in virtue, that is, the
kind of life which persists until it realizes what is set before it as its
ideal. We want a class of Sabbath School teachers who will teach
because they believe God wants the work done, and who will stick to
it fifty-two Sundays in the year. A teacher should be like the
lighthouse keeper’s boy in Norway who, when the father was unable
to return, helped his sister by allowing her to stand upon his body
while she held the light in the window. When his sister asked him,
“ Johnnie, does it hurt?” he would say, *“ Yes, Mary, it hurts, but
keep the light there.” “ Add to virtue knowledge.” You may have
courage, resolution, endurance, but if you do not know the Word of
God you have no business to try to teach other people. To-day we
have so many helps of all sorts, that the teacher just reads off' the
question and the scholar reads off the answer, and they call that
teaching. If that be the way to lead people to Christ we had better
try to convert all the parrots in the country, because I think you
might teach them the same way. (Hear, hear.) I know men and
women teaching ,Sabbath School classes who can scarcely locate the
books in the Bible, and as to quoting a dozen texts in the sacred
Scriptures, they could not do it, and yet, forsooth, we trust them to
teach our boys and girls the things that make for eternity. Some
Sabbath School teaching reminds me of a story they tell of a colored
preacher who could scarcely read. He had a class of boys who
thought they would have a joke at his expense, so they pasted two
leaves together, and he read about Adam’s wife, “ And she was”—
and he turned over, and this was about the ark—*“ 300 cubits long
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and 50 cubits wide.” « Well,” he said, “boys, what kind of a critter
was she anyway ! Now,” he added, “ boys, this proves the inspiration
of the Scriptures, for the Bible says we are fearfully and wonderfully
made.” (Laughter.) *Add to your knowledge self-control.” The
teacher must have complete control of Aimself before the class. I
have seen a Sabbath School teacher get angry and box the ears of
his boys. He ought to have had his ears boxed for doing it. If you
cannot rule a boy don’t try to teach him. Pass him over to some-
body else. 1 know people who want to teach Sabbath School classes
on the Sabbath and attend the theatre and card-table the rest of the
week, If you cannot serve God seven days in the week you have no
business in the Sabbath School class. Whatever you may think
about it, the boys and girls don’t want a card-playing, theatre-going,
dancing teacher. (Hear, hear.) Then add to your self-control
patience. Sabbath School people of all people in the world need
patience. We ought to have the patience to wait. The trouble is we
set impatient. What God wants is that we do this work quietly day
by day and leave the results with Him. A Sabbath School teacher
in England had a very trying boy in her class. Three times the
superintendent expelled him from the school, and three times she
brought him back with tears and pleaded to have the boy remain.
He was the worst hoy in the town, but by and by she touched his
heart with the truth ; he responded to it and became a converted
man. He was the great Dr, Robert Morrison, prince of missionaries.
After all, what we call bad boys are not bad boys. There are no bad
boys or bad girls, though there may be bad men and bad women,
They are only misunderstood and mishandled hoys. Every boy will
go right if you treat him right. If you have a bad boy deal carefully
with him, because under the surface of that cantar:kerous youth there
is the making of a hero; and we ought to have enough faith in God
to believe that He can and will bring out that splendid nature that is
in him. Add to your patience godliness godlikeness ; that is, an
earnest consistent life lived before the boy. Next to his father the
boy’s ideal is his Sabbath School teacher. Next to her mother the
girl’s ideal is her Sabbath School teacher. We cry out very, much
ahout our ministry ; we say the ministry must be clean ; that those
who stand behind the sacred desk should be above reproach. Pre-
eminently that should be true of those who sit before the Sabbath
School class. I was struck the other day while reading a text, that
you have often read, in connection with the sending out of the
seventy. On their return they said, * Even the devils are in sub-
jection unto us.” Now note what Jesus said to them : ¢ Rejoice not
that the spirits are in subjection unto you, but rather rejoice because
your names are written in heaven.” They were sent out to preach,
but because they had the miracle-working power they gave up
preaching and went to casting out devils, but the Lord gave them a
gentle rebuke. He said, “It is a greater thing to write a name in
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heaven than to cast out devils,” and so it is. It is a greater thing to
bring a boy to the Lord Jesus Christ than to keep him from smoking
and lying and drunkenness. Suppose you do cast out the devil that
is in the boy and you do nothing else, what have you gained? T read
in the Good Book of a man out of whow the devil was cast, and the
evil spirit went away, and they swept and garnished the place. But
he came again and brought with him seven other devils, and they
went in and possessed the man again, and the last state was worse than
the first. “Add to your godliness brotherly kindness.” Now,
brotherly kindness is a peculiar thing; it is different from most
kindness. Brotherly kindness is always faithful. A brother will be
faithful in warning his brother. He will never go around and tell
anybody else what his brother has done ; he will go straight to the
brother himself. Be frank with your class, and be earnest with them.
If anybody comes to me and says, I have a bad class, I wish I had
any other class,” I say, “Give it up ; if it is a bad class you have no
right to teach it.” Nobody ought to teach a class unless he thinks it
the best class in the whole school. * Add to brotherly kindness love.”
This is not one of the stones in the structure. The foundation in the
structure T said was faith ; there is where we begin. Then we have
all these stones piled up ; and what is love? Love is the mortar to
bind them together. There is to be love in our patience and virtue,
and love in our self-control, love in it all; and if I love God first,
then I love souls rightly. Now, we appeal to men and women to
work in our schools, and why? Because we need teachers; because
the Sabbath School is the nursery of the Church. Brethren, this is
too low a standard. We appeal for efficient workers because the
Lord Jesus Christ loves them, the boys and girls, and we profess to
love Him. He said to Peter after His resurrection : * Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou Me? then feed my sheep. Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou me? then feed my lambs.” This is not love for the
sheep, not love for the lambs, but love for the crucified and risen
Christ was to sway Simon’s life. To you and me, as Sabbath School
workers, God has given this great privilege of moulding young lives
week by week. Let us be sure that in all our moulding we begin
with Christ, carry it on through Christ, and crown it with Christ,
because without that our Sabbath School work will only be a mockery.

Every parent ought to attend the Sabbath School and know what
kind of & man or woman is teaching the child. (Hear, hear.) Too
many parents simply make Sunday afternoon a time when they can
unload their children on a dry nurse to take care of them for an hour
or two, while they have a sleep. (Laughter.) For shame! For

_shame! When you are so careful in examining the public school

teacher ; when you are so careful about your child physically ; when
you are so careful about. your child morally, and so—oh, what shall I
say—so shamefully careless about your child spiritually ! Oh, fathers
and mothers, be in the Sabbath School, stay by the Sabbath School,
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the character of the man or woman who
and when the parent makes the Sabbath

School the means of developing the child’s life, then the home, and
the Church, and the school, the great trinity of powers to bless our

race, will work with God the Father, Son and Spirit, for the uplifting

of our entire humanity.
Singing, ‘ Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.”
Committee will now present its

watch the class, know
teaches your children ;

The PresipENT—The Nominating
first report.
Rev. R. J. M. Glassford, Secretary, presented the following report :

Business Committee.—R. J. Score (Chairman), Rev. A. Andrews,

irge, Rev. R. J. M. Glassford, Rev. R. Atkinson, Rev.J. R.

Cyrus A. Bi
B:ll, Geo. Rutherford, Geo. E. Mack, A.J.Donly, J. A. Paterson,

Darid Graham, Rev. T. A. Moore, H. P. Moore, Rev. E. A. Harrison,
Dr. W. E. Tilley, Alfred Day, R. W. Clarke, D. A. McDermid, Rev.
Mr. Skeene, Rev. C. L. Thompson, William Fryer, L. G. Jackson, Dr.
Harrison, R. C. Weese, F. B. Holtby.

Resolution Committee.—Rev. J.J. Redditt (Chairman), W.N. Hossie,
2ev. R. J. Elliott, W.S. Given, Rev. J.C. Tibb, Rev.J. McEwen,
Rev. E. R. Hutt, Frank Reid, J. A. McCrea.

Registration Committee.—Rev. Dr. Henders, Dr. Emory, John
Henderson, Miss R. J. Andelle, Miss L. Watson.

On motion, the report was adopted.
The Convention adjourned at five o’clock.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 27th.

The President in the chair. Song service conducted by Professor
Excell, and the devotional exercises by Rural Dean Wade, who read
1 Timothy ii. 1-8, and offered prayer.

The President introduced His Worship Mayor CoOLQUHOUY, who
gave an address of welcome, as follows: One of the most pleasant
duties I have to perform is from time to time to welcome to the city
such associations as yours. The pleasure is enhanced this evening by
the fact that I did not expect to be able to be here. This country
this year has been specially favored by being visited by associations
of world wide reputation—the British Scientists’ Association, the
British Medical Association, and now, in Toronto, you have the
World’s W. C. T. U. Convention. I have to welcome an Association
the members of which are, in their earnest endeavors, laying founda-
tions upon which is based the whole social fabric for the moral train-
ing of our youth. Without that foundation the grandest superstruc-
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ture which science can build or human ingenuity invent will ulti-
mately fall to the ground. Good morals are a nation’s strength, and
without them a nation cannot stand. I trust you will carry back to
your homes the most pleasing memories of your visit to Hamilton,
and that this will not be the last occasion on which we will have the
pleasure of seeing you here. I wish you God-speed in your good work,
and I have to thank you for the privilege accorded me of welcoming
you to-night to the city of Hamilton on behalf of the citizens.
(Applause.)

The President then introduced Rev. Dr. BurNs, representing the
Ministerial Association, wl o said : It is pleasing for me to welcome
such an audience as this, especially because in the chair is an old
college mate of my own, and whom I congratulate on his honored
position, and I know he will honor the position. Everybody knows
that the Ministerial Association is glad to see you, because the Sab-
bath School workers are really the right hand of the Church. In the
city of Hamilton the ministers are in perfect harmony. We acknow-
ledge each o‘her’s ordination, whether episcopal or otherwise; and
one of our Episcopal brothers here led our services to-night, and we
rejoice in him and call him brother from the core clean out to the line.
(Applause.) As an old worker, who began work forty-five years ago
in the old Richmond Street Church, Toronto, I would say to the
younger ones who possibly are at the first Provincial Convention that
they ever attended, Watch ; keep your eyes open ; watch with mouth,
eyes and ears ; take in everything, and take it in just as it comes, and
don’t take it in a captious spirit. I was never at a meeting in my
life without learning something. You ought to be on the alert to pick
up things. Another thing, don’t lose your individuality while you
are in this Convention. There will be half a dozen people that will
probably say things better than any other half-dozen in the Conven-
tion ; that is always the case. I need not hesitate to say, personally
I am glad to see you. In the name of the Ministerial Association,
who were good enough to elect me President and to repeat the elec-
tion, although I never was a pastor in this city, I welcome you with
head and heart and hand. (Applause.)

The President next presented to the Convention, R. S. WALLACE,
Esq., President of the Hamilton Sabbath School Association, who
said : I am asked to welcome the delegates to our city on behalf of
the citizens, and Sabbath School scholars, teachers and officers,and those
who are interested in our work in Hamilton. There is something very
encouraging and significant in the fact that the Chief Magistrate of
our city can stand upon a public platform such as this and welcome
you as Christian workers, and I trust the time will come when it will
be one of the qualifications for civic and parliamentary honors that a
man shall throw himself heartily into God’s work in this world, and
that all the heads of our nation must be men who are not afraid to
recognize their God. (Hear, hear.) The grandest work that God can
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give to man is the building up of the small boys and girls of our
nation. We love our nation ; and we desire to see those boys and
girls grow up into good men and women ; and I believe that from
these Sabbath Schools of to-day, if properly taught in the fear of God,
there will emanate not only good men and good women, but good min-
isters and good mayors. I want to thank you again for coming to our
city. We desire to make it pleasant for you, and if there is anything
that the Committee has done, or does, or will do which is not entirely
in the line of your own thoughts, kindly complain to any one of us
and we will try to rectify it. (Applause.)

The PresiDENT—Mr. Mayor, Dr. Burns, Mr. Wallace : Allow me,
on behalf of this large and representative Convention, to express to
you our appreciation of the very cordial words of greeting to which
we have just listened. The delegates have anticipated me in their
response to your welcome, for they have come to this good city of
Hamilton in much larger numbers than we have usually gone to Pro-
vincial Conventions. (Applause.) We have thus anticipated the
cordiality and warmth of your welcome, and we are here, prepared to
enjoy it to the full. We are very much gratified at being so magnifi-
cently lodged ; in this church and in the rooms in the rear we seem
to have all the appliances that are necessary for a large convention
and for committee work. We cordially and heartily reciprocate these
very warm words of welcome to which we have listened. (Applause.)

After singing Hymn No. 110, ¢“ We are Marching,” the President
introduced Mr. JAMES MassiE, late Warden of the Central Prison,
Toronto.

Mr. MassiE said: I have been asked to give a brief address, on
« Points of Deformity in the Citizenship of To-day.” My address will
apply more directly to such as from choice or environment, or from
improper training, develop a type of character the opposite of that
citizenship which should be characteristic of all who enjoy the free-
dom of conscience and liberty we do, but of whom it must be said, by
far too large a percentage are deformed mentally, who, by their acts,
mar and deface what, but for anomalous deformity, would be beautiful
and lovable. T pass at once to the main source from whence deform-
ity in the citizen comes—the home. It is not the home of the poor
alone, but the home within which, as seen by its effects on the family,
there is exerted the influence of bad example, lax discipline, or no
discipline ; the home out from which comes the class of boys and girls
who develop into the men and women who occupy the cells of our
jails, and prisons, and asylums. That there is a manifest spirit of

insubordination and irreligiousness prevalent among the young lads
in our Canadian cities of to-day is obvious, showing itself even in the
Sabbath Schools. In past ages certain nobles of the East were trained
in their boyhood both to obey and to command. It is for lack of such
training in the family that so many of our boys, even of highly
respectable parentage, become pests and a menace to society. We
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is by far too limited. It stands in indisput-
in the North American

In Canada the increase is

extent this is so, but it
able evidence that the increase of crime
Continent is appalling in its magnitude.
not so apparent as in the land across the lakes, but in a measure it is
as real. The reason for its being less noticeable here is that justice
in all its departments is administered impartially, unbiased and
uninfluenced by the subtle means exerted over there, so that
the deterrent effect thereof restrains the criminal to a greater
extent here than in the States, and then there are fewer chances
of escape from justice. Then, again, many of the criminals of Canada
seek the States as their field of operation. Take the statistics of
crime as to nationality in the United States, as T have seen them
truthfully exhibited, and we are astounded at the number of Cana
dians that figure in them. Many men and women engaged in
Sabbath School work visited the Central Prison during my warden-
skip, to inquire after lads who had at one time been in their classes,
who, during, or after, an interview with them would say, in expres-
sing their sympathy and apologies for the prisoner, that the cause of
their criminality was bad associates; but when inquiry was followed
up, it was invariably revealed that the company they kept was their
own choice. Their parents knew the sort of companions they spent
their evenings with, yet made but little if any etfort to restrain them,
and not till after their incarceration did they realize to the full the
f their indifference, and the result of their neglect.
What I have said may possibly lead many to look upon the darker
side of matters, 1 wish to say a word of encouragement to all
engaged in Sabbath School work. You never know when you are
going to accomplish good. To illustrate, I will tell you one of the
many incidents I could relate to you. On my way back from New
York, while walking on Main Street, in Buffalo, I was passed by a
man, who looked at me very closely, then passed to the other side of
the street with his two boys. Leaving them there, he came back to
me and said : ** Mr. Massie, of Toronto, is it not?®” Yeou." 4 Do
you remember me?” I remember the face, but I cannot recall the
name.” Why,” he said. 1 was one of your boys.” I had been so
long associated with St. Andrew’s, in Guelph, and St. Andrew’s, in
Toronto, that I said, * Which of the two?” No,” he said, “1 was
one of your boys in the Central Prison ; don’t you remember me ? I
was sent from Toronto on a sentence of six months, for drunkenness,
disorderly conduct and theft. I was as far down as it was possible
for me to get ; and when I went into the prison, after being there for
a short time, I felt the want of whiskey to such an extent that I was
prepared to commit any sort of crime in order to get whiskey. I was
in the broom-shop, and was reported for misconduct, and taken into
the hall. You came through to me, and read the charge against me,
spoke to me for a few minutes, asked me to sit down, and sat down
alongside of me. You talked tome as never man spoke to me before,
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and, instead of punishing me, you took me back into the shop and told
the guard to assist me. I was not reported again. I served out my
sentence. At its expiration, I asked you for the loan of $5.00, to
take me out of Toronto, and away from my associates. You lent it
to me. I returned it. I came to Buffalo. I got a situation at once.
That is a good many years ago. I am now first salesman in one of
the largest grocery stores (naming it). 1 am married. 1 have two
little boys, you see, and a little girl at home. I am comfortably
situated, and I am respected, too. I have never tasted liquor since,
and T am esteemed by those among whom I work ; and I give the
Central Prison credit for it all.” (Applause.) Now, I mention that
to show that you sometimes think the material upon which you are
working is scarcely worth your effort. You never know when it may
turn out to be all right. Going down St. George Street, in Toronto,
the other morning, to my work, two men were digging a trench. One
of them called out very pleasantly, « (3ood-morning, Mr. Massie !”
I said, “Good morning; I recollect the face, but I cannot recollect
the name.” “Oh, I am So-and-so (¢iving me the name);” and I
said, “ Yes, I remember you now; did you keep your promise ?”
« Yes, T have kept my promise to you ; I have never gone back, and
never will. I have steady employment, and I have no occasion to go
back.” (Applause.) I could tell you of many such incidents, but
there is not time, Superintendents and teachers, upon you rest great
responsibilities. ~ Your work is two-sided—strengthen the home
influence that is good ; counteract, as far as in you lies, that home
influence which is bad. Remember that in helping a child to the
knowledge of God, you are helping humanity with a distinctness, with
an immediateness, as some one has said, which no other help given to
human creatures in any other stage of their life can possibly give
again. Tell your boys that in their boyhood and wanhood there is
no time they can afford to waste; no door that might lead to wrong or
the injury of another, they can afford to open, lest they may be unable
to close it until irreparable injury should come to them. Tell it to
them in sincerity, from a sympathetic heart. Tell it to them in a
prayerful spirit of earnestness, aided and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
and they will see the right when thus presented to them. (Applause.)

The PresipENT—So much for the seamy side of life by one admir-
ably qualified to speak. We will have something of the brighter gide
of citizenship from a public man, who is also an earnest Sabbath
School worker.

«Tae DoMINANCE OF CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES IN THE DEVELOPMENT
or NamioNan Lirg.”

Hon. Jouxy Drypex—The theme I am asked to discuss contains
two ideas closely related to each other—one, a much desired ideal,
namely, true national life; the other, an important influence which
may be used to produce it, namely, the power of Christian prineiples.

[t will help
National life
man, woman
influence it.
to touch the
The develop
individual o
neighbors ai
the principle
mention is
that in our |
selves ; that
has direct
community
acceptance
capital and
becoming so
any busines
wrong and
thousands o
An acknow
representati
represents,
doing so.
ment of tru
The truest
merely to se
sacrifice.

to please !
interests of
promoting
greed for -
calculated |
principles.
intellectual
together w
mature m
uplifting t
wrong-doir
departmen
in all that
can never
process of
taught us
day after
disciples i1
thyself ap



and told
| out my
$5.00, to
u lent it
“at once.
in one of
1ave two
nfortably
lor since,
give the
tion that
| yOU are
en 1t may
Toronto,
nch. One
Massie ! ”
recollect

" and I
yromise ! ”
back, and
sion to go
lents, but
rest great
the home
that home
ild to the
tness, with
p given to
ssibly give
od there is
0 wrong or
' be unable
Tell it to
them in a
loly Spirit,
‘Applause.)
one admir
righter gide
st Sabbath

/ELOPMENT

1ss contains
sired ideal,
ence which
1 princip\es.

23

[t will help us in our discussion if we make plain what these mean.
National life is but the sum of individual life in the nation, and every
man, woman and child contributes something in the sphere of each to
influence it. The nation is composed of individuals, and therefore,
to touch the life of a nation, you must influence individual life.
The development of national life is but a development in the
individual of those principles which control his relationship to his
neighbors and to the State. Let me now enquire what are some of
the principles which are operating towards this end. The first I will
mention is wnselfishness. Christ taught both by word and example
that in our life-work others must be considered and not merely our-
selves ; that each person is but a part of the whole, and each person
has direct interest in all that concerns the whole. The whole
community in this sense are bound up in each other. The general
acceptance of this proposition would settle the social war between
capital and labor. It would do away with the sweating system now
becoming so prevalent the world over. It would forbid engaging in
any business which, though bringing with it gain, carries with it
wrong and ruin to others. It would bring cheer and happiness to
thousands of homes made wretched by neglect and lack of sympathy.
An acknowledgment of this principle implies that one chosen as a
representative is bound to use his position in the interests of those he
represents, while on the other hand they are bound to protect him in
doing so. The next principle I will mention leading to the develop-
ment of true national life is the duty of self-control and self-culture.
The truest loyalty forbids giving way to natural passions leading
merely to selfish gratification, but demands, when necessary, a personal
sacrifice. The soldier who defends his country endures hardship, not
to please himself but to help others; so he who desires the best
interests of his country will find ample scope for similar sacrifice in
promoting the public good in every department of the State. The
greed for money, for pleasure, for power, for their own sake, is not
calculated to develop national life, nor is it in accord with Christian
principles. Self-culture gives to the individual great power—power
intellectually, physically, morally, and power in many cases to gather
together wealth. The Church realizes the need of developed and
mature men and women, whose power may be used and felt, in
uplifting those around them, and in encouraging resistance against
wrong-doing ; and just as true is it that the State needs in every
department mature men, men of power, whose influence shall be felt
in all that brings blessing to the people. Self-control and self-culture
can never be reached without long years of training; without the
process of what we call education.” Christ during His own life
taught us the need of knowledge. His personal work was teaching,
day after day and month after month, and one of His foremost
disciples in giving advice to a younger man, wrote : “Study to show
thyself approved—a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” How
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often did his Master in His teaching say that? He used certain
words in order that His followers might «“know,” and encouragingly
He said, “Ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make
you free.” It is manifest that there can be no development of true
national life without attention be given to education. It opens
every door of opportunity, commercially, intellectually and morally.
The development of agriculture, manufactures, mining, commerce
—all depend upon the right education of our people. Again,
Christianity elevates and makes sacred the home, and I know
of no more powerful influence tending towards nation building than
the influence of home life. 1 shudder sometimes when I think of the
home desertion which is practised in these days by the very best of
our citizens. Everything seems to conspire against it; even the
Church itself, which professedly upholds it, unites with other influences
to destroy it. In many churches every night of the week is taken up
with meetings of various descriptions. You have regular and irregu-
lar meetings, young people’s meetings, old people’s meetings, choir
meetings, teachers’ meetings, etc.; add to this the various meetings of
various lodges and societies, temperance and otherwise, as well as
frequent concerts and some tea-meetings, and in the midst of it all it
is simply impossible to pay much attention to life in the home.
Another principle, powerful in the growth of national life, is right-
doing. The great Empire to which we belong rests upon this basic
principle. Righteousness and justice, freedom and liberty, honor and
fair play, have long been the bulwarks of her defence. In these
things she commands the respect of the world. When her soldiers
war, they fight for right and liberty. A nation of self-seekers and
wrong-doers is never strong. Right-doing is especially important in
high places, and the higher the position, the more important to follow it.
For instance, I have heard it argued that a political lie or a professional
lie is allowable, that these are not venal ; and that in business, as in
politics, wrong-doing must sometimes be resorted to and is allowable.
But T have no hesitation in stating that a man or woman who tells a
political, professional or household lie, is simply a liar. Does it
concern us that we put in the highest places men without honor or
integrity, who boldly debase their position, and sacrifice the public
interest for private advantage! In this are we not endorsing what
we otherwise condemn? Do we not express by our ballot approval
of wrong-doing, and are we not thereby sharers in it? It is said that
the force of competition compels men in order to succeed to do what
otherwise they would condemn ; that to compete successfully, you
must fight the devil with his own weapons. I refuse to accept that
doctrine. Wrong-doing may sometimes lead to temporary success,
but not to ultimate success. A nation is not made in a day; it is
always a process of growth, and what we seek for in national life, is
not that which is temporary, but that which is stable and enduring.
The world to-day is looking in every branch of trade for reliable,
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honorable men, and as their numbers increase, so will strength and
steadiness come to the national life. One more principle leading to a
true conception of national life is the giving of honor to whom honor
is due. If the people are taught to believe that the position is
honorable, they will insist on filling it with honorable men, and the
reflex influence leads to individual acts of honor and integrity.
“ Fear God and honor the king,” is a good motto for nation building.
We are all loyal to her who is highest in the Empire ; her position
commands it, and her character deserves it. During her long
reign she has won the admiration of the world, but in her Empire
more, for she holds the affection of her subjects everywhere. Her
name represents integrity and honor, and she is herself the best
example to her people in this respect. But along with this regard
for Her Majesty, comes an honest desire to honor all who are in
authority. Sabbath School workers, week by week, teaching these
and other Christian principles, are exercising a powerful influence in
upbuilding our young nation and placing it on a permanent basis. It
is one of the most important influences at work to day in our land.
We ought to value it more ; it ought to receive greater encourage
ment. Love of law, of order, of righteousness, of country, are best
learned in youth, and in no place are there better opportunities than
in the class.room. In the hands of the teachers in our public schools
and in our Sabbath Schools are really the destinies of our young
country. Let us stop amid the bustle of the day to give a word of
encouragement to those who are, after all, among the real builders of
the nation, and in our desire for wealth, power, and influence, we do
well to remember the truth which never grows old—* Righteousness
exalteth a nation.” (Applause.)

The PresiDENT—It is a pleasure now to welcome a worker from
another province. Mr. G. H. Archibald, of Montreal, Secretary of
the Quebec Sabbath School Union, will address us on the

« PriNcIpLES OF TEACHING.”

Mr. ArcHIBALD—It is a great privilege and pleasure to a worker
in the Province of Quebec to come to Ontario, for I feel that I am
going back saturated with inspiration from you—(hear, hear)—and if
you lived in the Province of Quebec where out of 1,500,000 persons,
there are only 168,000 Protestants, you would know what I mean.
While I bring you greetings from the workers in Quebec, I want to
say a word or two that I hope will be helpful to the teachers present.
[ feel that I am in the presence to-night of a hungry multitude who
want all the help they can get in their work. So I.am going to lay
down a few principles for the teacher. If you and I break a law we
fail in our work. I am speaking as a practical teacher and Sabbath
School superintendent, and as a layman, and I know that for years,
because I was ignorant of the principles of teaching, I sent class after
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class, and boy after boy away from my own teaching. It was my
fault and not the boy’s fault. He who breaks the law of electricity
fails to send a message around the world. He who breaks the law
of teaching is going to fail in keeping his or her class together.
What are those principles? I am going to build a pyramid of
granite, and the foundation stone is of rock granite, and it is that
of Example. I was in Miss Bolton’s kindergarten the other day
in Ottawa. She gave me a seat on the platform. There were fifty
children all around there in front of me. Miss Bolton, with her
back toward me said, *“We are waiting for you, little man, down
there,” and I saw a little chap whose chair was crooked and his
legs crossed, sitting in a slouching sort of way. Miss Bolton spoke
again and said, “ We are waiting for you down there ;7 and I saw
his eyes were rivetted right on me. The boy paid no attention to
her, but presently again she turned and said, “ John, we have been
waiting for you for some time.” The boy sat looking straight at
me all the time. Then I looked down and I saw that my chair was
crooked and my legs were crossed, and I was sitting in a slouching
way, and the boy was copying we. (Laughter.) I used to be in
the tobacco business; God has taken me out of it into a better one.
I was superintendent of a school then, and I heard a boy saying,
«T want to be like Mr. Archibald.” Oh, I tell you, dear friends, I
turned to God and said, “ Oh, God, if there is a boy that wants to
be like me, make me like Jesus Christ;” and I have been trying to
live like Jesus Christ ever since. The law of Adaptation is often
broken. Do you know why you fail to reach your boys Sunday
after Sunday? It is because you don’t know that boy. If we are
going to keep this law, you must know the scholar. A substitute
teacher in a Sabbath School once was given a class, and the boys
tittered and laughed a good deal, and after school was over she
said to a fellow-teacher that she knew well, “I don’t know what
was the matter with that class; I am sure I tried hard to make
them Christians ; I pleaded with them to stop smoking and drinking,
and to be Christians, and they didn’t seem to pay much attention.”
“Oh,” said the other teacher, ‘“those are the best young men we
have in the church; they are all church members and they are
Jeaders in our young people’s work.” The lesson was not adapted to
that class. We are never going to get rid of that bad-boy class
until those classes are divided up—one teacher to ome scholar.
One boy is a boy; two boys is half a boy; three boys is no boy at
all. (Laughter.) When I was in business I used to put one boy
to work by himself and he was all right; but get two boys
together—half .a boy; and three boys—no boy at all. 1 am glad
there are so many men here to-night., Did you ever spend two
hours in company with a child, one of you men? I learned a
lesson one time. It was away in Scotland., My wife had been
educated in Edinburgh, and had come back to Canada and married,
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and word came from an old school-girl friend over there, “Come
over and bring your bairn and see ours,” and so we went. I
will never forget that day in the orchard. There were just four
of us—my wife and her old school-girl chum, and a little chap of
five years of age and myself. 1 saw the two ladies walk up and
down, and the little boy and I were behind. The two old school-
girls got talking over reminiscences of school days, and there I was
with that child. I looked at my watch and thought, “ [ cannot get
over to the city and have a good time; I suppose I will have to put up
with this boy, five years old.” Presently as we were walking along 1
said, “Son, where is your mother?” ¢“She is in the better land.”
Motherless bairn! and I so proud and so selfish that I was unwilling
to sit down and spend an hour or two to try—as if man ever could—
to take the place of the mother’s loving heart to that motherless
bairn. Oh, what a lesson Ilearned! We sat there on the grass, and
I told him stories and he told me stories. Will I ever forget that
afternoon? Never! Nothing ever brought me to sympathy with
child-life as much as that little incident. We have not time to
speak to the boys as we meet them on the street. I have not passed
a newsboy since I have been in Hamilton. I paid a boy two
cents for a one-cent paper, and it was as good as fifty cents. Try
it and see. (Laughter.) Know the scholar ; next know the subject.
Then the next thing is, you must have a plan. Some teachers say,
¢ Oh, if T am full of my lesson, I can teach it.” Have you ever seen
a molasses keg so full that the molasses would not come out? (Great
Jaughter.) Some teachers get so full of the lesson they can’t get it out.
Now, here is my plan for next Sunday : Paul’s voyage and shipwreck ;
places, there is the map 1 have right before me ; person, date, doings,
and deductions, or inductions—for I like inductive teaching, rather
than deductive teaching. The third law is the law of co-operation.
Gain and keep attention through interest. How ! Not with a stick ;
not through force ; not through fear; not by the coat-collar. The
fourth law is the law of system—from the known to the unknown.
Here is a class of children seven yoars of age, six or seven of them.
« Listen to me now, children : What is reflex action ?” (Laughter.)
Going along St. Catherine Street, Montreal, I heard two students who
had just come from Dr. Murray’s class in physiological psychology,
and one asked the other, *“ Well, what is reflex action, anyhow ?”
Let me get that class of students on Sunday, and say, ‘‘ Young men,
what is reflex action ?” and I have their interest right at once ; I have
touched them at a point of contact. Where do you begin your lesson !
« Who knows the Golden Text today 9 (Laughter.) * Let us read
the lesson over together "—and ten minutes is wasted. Look out for
that. After a lesson has been once read from the desk, that is enough
(Go right straight at the lesson; begin at the point of contact. A
mother I know of could not get her boy to the spelling-book, so she
sent the boy to his auntie, who said, “ Go down into the yard and play
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your game—whatever game you like.” He had seven sticks of wood
laid one after the other and one on its end. “Whatisit?” “Oh,
that is my locomotive, my train of cars; you had better look out or
you will get run over.” What is the name of the locomotive!”
Then he gave the name—a short name. “Can you spell it 1”7 ¢ No,
[ can’t spell it.” ‘Suppose we learn to spell that name.” And then,
« What is the name of those cars !” Ah, it was at the point of con

tact all the time. We talk French, and Greek, and Hebrew, and all
the rest of it, to our children. Let me read you something, and I
am going to call upon somebody to draw this after I have read the
description that I cut out of the Montreal Herald a little while ago—
a description of a monocycle: * The mechanism in this monocycle is
simple. The large sprocket wheel, which is a foot in diameter, works
upon a 2}-inch diameter smaller sprocket wheel, which runs rail-fashion
in a large 6-foot circle. This circle is held upright by two front and
back smaller flange wheels horizontally set in the extremities of the
cross-bar passing under and holding the seat, and an upright guide
holds the whole working mechanism upon its sprocket and flange wheel
at the lower part.” Now, Mr. Chairman, please draw the mechanism.
(Great laughter.) That is the way we teach the Sabbath School
lesson so often ; that is about the way we put Justification by Faith
to the boys and girls, and then we wonder that they don’t understand
it!| (Renewed laughter.) Another principle is, easy words and apt
illustration. How does a child gain knowledge ! Well, here is a
thing he knows, and there is a thing he does not know. What is to
go between ? Light—an illustration—a lustre to light up, to put a
light in a dark corner. Do you know what an illustration ought to
be for ! To light up, to try and make it clear. That is what we need
to learn—how to illustrate. Do you know what an illustration is!
[t is a comparison. How does anyone obtain knowledge? By com-
parisons ; and I have a Bible at home that translates the Saviour’s
words, “ And without comparison spake he not unto them.” The
sixth principle is definiteness. Here is one of the commonest mis-
takes we are making. The first thing is to get the Golden Text for
the quarter ; the next is to get one definite spiritual thought for the
quarter. For this quarter, here is the man Paul, the hero; every
lesson this quarter is, *“ Paul, the Hero »__Paul, the willing hero ;
Paul, the suffering hero ; Paul, the fearless hero, etc. What am 1
going to teach the children next Sunday? Paul, the cheerful hero.
I am going to get one central spiritual thought, and I am going to
drop all the rest out of the lesson. I don’t care if I drop out eleven
verses. The only exception would be an exegetical class. One thought
for the quarter, one thought for the lesson. Variety—change the plan
often. Don’t always begin at the Golden Text ; begin at the application
sometimes. Fix it up so that the children will not see that same old
thing coming every time. My grandmother used to give us cranberry
pie seven days in the week and pretty nearly three times a day ; but
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she had some of them all covered over, and some of them open, and
then she would have a criss-cross right in the middle, and then some
with twisted pieces going like this; and it was cranberry pie all the
time, but there was a change in it. (Laughter.) So in our Sabbath
School work : make changes ; have things fresh. Then there is the
last principle—vepetition. Repeat, repeat, repeat ! Do school teachers
know the value of that 7 They would soon lose their positions if they
didn’t. As our dear Brother Reynolds used to say, we do the mean-
est work for God. Oh, Sabbath School teachers, give a little time
just to the study of these principles. Going forward and back,
forward and back, forward and back ; that is teaching. Repeat and
repeat. I will never forget a story Mr. Reynolds told me. He said
he was at a convention one time, and he was living in a beautiful
howe, and someone who lived in the town said, “ You had better be
careful what you say in that home ; there is a skeleton in the closet.
They adopted a boy and spent a small fortune in his education ;
he went to the devil, and he has been an awful disappointment.”
And Reynolds said—1I will never forget how he said it—* 1 hope my
Father will not be disappointed with my life.” And as I stand here
in the presence of you teachers, do you feel the same, “T hope God
won’t be disappointed with my life” ! Go back to your schools with
the whole life given up to God. I finish with the Golden Text for
the quarter : “ God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever will allow him to manage their lives "—that is
the way I like to read it—¢shall not perish, but have everlasting
life.” (Amen and applause.)

Collection was then taken up, during which Mr. Kerruish sang
a solo.

After singing “Saviour, breathe an evening blessing,” Rev. Dr.

Jurns closed the session with a benediction.

THURSDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 28th.

Praise service was led by Rev. Dr. Burns and Prof. Excell.

The PuresipenT took the chair at 9.15.

Joun A. ParersoN presented the report of the General Execu-
tive Committee, which was considered clause by clause.

The item regarding Miss Munro’s salary was carried unanimously
by a standing vote.

Mr. DosLy suggested that county primary unions would be some-
what impracticable. He thought township primary unions would be
more easily attained to. This suggestion was adopted.

Rev. Mr. MuLLEN asked whether the amount for missionary work

was sufficient.
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Mr. ParErsoN said it was conceived we could start with that, and
he hoped we could get more than that. There is no stopping place to
the flow of generosity ; we would not refuse more.

Mr. Hossie thought it a shame in this western part of Ontario,
where there are no rocks, that we could not get continuous organiza-
tion in these counties. He would like to see $500 put in to do
missionary work in these beautiful counties.

Mr. Day—Ninety-seven and a half per cent. of our income has
been expended in these very places.

Mr. ParersoN—The work of the General Secretary and the Cor-
responding Secretary, and the printing and the postage, most of it is
spent in stirring up the fertile Sabbath School iand we have now,
and that won’t bear fruit unless we keep stirring it.

Rev. Mr. GriBoLE asked if the value of the passes for the rail-
ways was put in the estimate.

The PresipENT—No, we sent our thanks to the secretary of the
Ottawa and Parry Sound Railway Company. (Laughter.)

As to changing the time for the Normal examination from Septem-
ber to June, a delegate suggested that all our young people are trying
for examination to teach at that time, and it would be better to leave
it until September.

The PresipENT—The Chairman of the Normal Committee says
that they did their work in winter and were ready to write for
examination in the spring; but by September they are not so well
prepared and have not the same desire for it.

Mr. DoxLy—Could it not be put a little earlier than June?

The PresipENT—The idea is that it should be at the close of winter
instead of in the fall. The exact time can be settled by the Normal
Sub-Committee.

The report as a whole was then adopted unanimously as follows :

Tae REeporT oF THE GENERAL ExXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO.

1. Your General Executive has had, during the past year, your
affairs and interests under its closest attention. It has held three
meetings. The first at the close of the Convention in October, 1896,
at London ; the second, on the 21st of May last, at Toronto, and the
third at this city, on Tuesday and Wednesday of this present week.
The average attendance has been forty.

9. The Central Executive has held, during the year just closed,
12 regular meetings and 2 special meetings, with an average attend-
ance of 11 members. The Finance, Normal and Primary Sub-Com-
mittee have met on an average once a month. The preparation of
the programme for, and arrangements regarding, this Convention
engaged your General Secretary and a special committee of the Cen-
tral Executive for many meetings, and cast upon the Corresponding
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Secretary, who has general charge of the central Toronto office, a
Jarge amount of attention and correspondence.

3 1t is a matter of the greatest gratification and most profound
thankfulness to know that at last, after a series of deficiencies in the
treasury, the Association has reached the harbor of solvency, and not
only in precept but in practice, owes no man anything. This is, in
very truth, a jubilee year. Still, however, although we can now sail
on a sea unruffled by the harrass and annoy of debt, yet we must
remember that our sails are not to be furled, but we must indeed
prepare for a wider sweep, and we must, from a loftier height, survey
a broader horizon. It is interesting to note the struggles of the last
few years. At the Convention of 1893 we had a surplus of $458; in
1894, a deficit of $263 ; in 1895, a deficit of $1,130, which, in Febru-
ary, 1896, reached the alarming amount of $1,680 ; and in October,
1896, became $831, while in October, 1897, we have a surplus of $55.
It is much to be regretted that there are a large number of counties
and cities who have not fully realized their responsibilities in this
branch of work, and have contributed nothing whatever to this
provincial work.

4. The report of your General Secretary, of his excellent field work,
deserves more than a passing word of commendation. He has reached
the eleventh milestone of his work for the Association, and as his
years grow and his powers mature the fruition is riper and the harvest
is greater. *Good wine needs no bush.” May he long be spared to
give the Association that great and rich benefit which comes from
him as an instructor, speaker and organizer, and made all the more
potent by the instillation and effluence of God’s Holy Spirit.

5. Your Corresponding Secretary, Miss Munro, from the Toronto
oftice, keeps her hand on the Province at large. She it is who is the
gentle but effective controlling force working from the centre to the
remotest confines of our Province, and possessing an excellent busi-
ness capacity, most adequately dispatches all the work laid to her
hand. In March of this year she was offered an increase of $100 a
year to her salary ; courteously, yet firmly, however, she declined to
accept the same until the Association had freed itself from its debt ;
and now that it has, she has, during the past week, recognized it as
right to accept the increase. Your Committee would recommend,
therefore, that this increased salary be paid your Corresponding
Secretary, to take effect from March lst, 1897. The particular details
of her work will be found set forth in the report presented by her.

6. The work of the Primary Sub-Committee has been thorough and
successful. ‘ Primary Leaflet, No. 1,” was prepared by Miss Munro,
and 2,500 copies were distributed. Its plan was a series of pertinent
searching questions upon Primary work addressed to the workers. It
was productive of many faithful responses which indicate that the
Primary teachers are working with thorough earnestness, and feel the
necessity of early vine-culture and careful vine dressing. There are
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now iu the Province twelve Primary Unions, six of which, viz,, Brant-
ford, Toronto, Hamilton, Guelph, St. Catharines and I.ondon, have
been previously reported. Six others have been added this year, viz.,
Ottawa, Peterboro’, Lakefield, Bowmanville, Otonabee and Toronto
Junction. Grateful acknowledgments are due to their organizers—
Mr. Day, Mrs. Lain¢, Rev. J. McEwen, Mrs. Garvin and Miss
Munro. Your Committee is much indebted to Mesdames Duncan,
Lainé, Meldrum, Stanton and others for the labor and skill that they
have thrown into this most important department of our work.
Your Committee would recommend that county executives arrange
for Primary conferences in connection with their Annual Conven-
tion, and that County Primary Superintendents be appointed, and
County or Township Primary Unions be established. And also that
extra copies of the proceedings in connection with Primary work at
this Convention be printed and distributed gratis as *‘ Primary
Leaflet, No. 2,” among the Primary teachers throughout the Province,
and thus aid in stimulating the growth of the seedlings of Christ's
Church.

7. The Normal Sub-Committee, under the able and energetic chair-
manship of Mr. G. M. Lee, has been signally and remarkably
successful. Sabbath School teachers seem to be growing more alive
to the necessity of training for teachers, and it is possible they may
yet realize that it is important to bring to the work of teaching for
eternity, not only consecration of heart, but a consecrated intelligence
and a sanctified knowledge. There have been formed during the year
forty Normal classes, besides individual students in many places.
Not only has the work been carried on without any expense to the
Association, but a surplus of $20 is passed over to the treasurer, for
the benefit of the Normal Department. A great number of the
students declined to write at the examinations, but the passing of the
examination is in no respect a measure of the benefit of the course of
study. Twenty-three candidates wrote on the first year’s examina-
tion, 3 of these having written on the second year, and so complete
their course. Six wrote on both subjects, 1 on training and 16 on
the New Testament only. Two passed in both subjects, 2 in training
only, 15 in New Testament only, and 4 failed. Six wrote on second
year’s examination ; 4 passed in both subjects, 1 passed in Old Testa-
ment only, and 1 failed in both subjects.

8. This year has not only been marked by the removal of the
liability column from our financial report—it is jubilee in that—but
it is, moreover, jubilee in this—missionary work has been taken up
once again, after a lapse of some years, and the Sabbath School
Association’s banner has been carried, and not only carried, but in
many instances planted, in that part of our Province lying along the
Georgian Bay and Sault River, and from Parry Sound to Ottawa.
Too many thanks cannot be given to Messrs. Gribble, Clarke and
Hamilton, who, with our own Mr. Day, were apostles of truth to
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that part of our fair Province. This is only, we trust, an earnest of
greater things yet to be done. We must have the whole Province
emblazoned with the constellations of nineteenth century spiritual
conquests,

9. Your Committee would not sufficiently discharge its duty in
reporting on the work and events of the year, did it not take this
opportunity of congratulating the Association, its officers and mem-
bers, on a fact that a distinguished member of our General Executive
has been during the last year elevated to the highly responsible
positicn of the chairmanship of the International Lesson Conference,
and thus Ontario, as represented by the Rev. Dr. John Potts, stands
highly in the foreground of Sabbath School endeavor and success.

10. But while we rejoice in much that brings the flush of success
and of honest pride to our faces, our exultations are hushed in the
thought of the workers great and good and true, who have, since our
last meeting, joined the great Convention round the throne. We
especially mourn the loss for earth’s work of William Reynolds, the
late International Field Secretary. His work here, however, is not
yet done, for the influence of his personality and power still vibrates
on the shores of time, and thence reaches to eternity. His family
and friends, who stand nearest and dearest to him, we bear in our
tenderest regard. It is recommended that the Resolution Committee
be directed to draft a suitable minute touching his death.

11. It is a matter of deep regret that so little attention is given to
the Sabbath School statistics by county secretaries. Out of 66
electoral counties 29 only have sent in returns, and out of 13 cities
3 only, Hamilton, Brantford and Guelph, have replied to the ques-
tions from the General Executive. It is therefore recommended :

(1) That a table of statistics be published in the printed report of
the Convention, and that marked copies be sent to officers of counties
not reporting.

(2) That at its earliest convenience the Central Executive Com-
mittee issue a circular letter setting forth the importance of the
position and duties of secretaries of city, county and township
associations, and the importance of their making prompt and accurate
returns.

12. Touching the subject of organization, your Committee is of
opinion that the incoming year should be marked by special effort in
this direction. The necessity of this is clearly seen when out of 66
electoral sections in the Province 10 are yet without organization,
while out of 13 cities 5 are still without organization, and when it
is further understood that in these unorganized portions of our terri-
tory there is a Sabbath School population of about 175,000, it is
evident that county, city and township organizations should receive
very special attention if the usefulness of the Association is to be
fully realized. It is therefore recommended :

(1) That the Central Executive and General Secretary do, as soon
3
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as practicable, devise and carry out a suitable plan for an organiza-
tion campaign, and report results at the half-yearly meeting of the
General Executive in May, 1898.

(2) That the two following questions be added to those now in the
schedule sent out annually :

(a) For how many months in the year is your school kept open

(b) How much will your school give next year to the county or
city association for the county in which you are ?

(3) That in addition to a report of the work actually done by the
General Secretary, he be requested to prepare a distinct statement of
the condition of the work in the Province, and also to make any
recommendations his experience would suggest.

13. Your Committee, having before them the importance of mis-
sionary work, do recommend :

(1) That the Central Executive be requested to supply the needs
and requirements noted in the reports of missionary work.

(2) That efforts be made to furnish Sabbath School libraries for
the use of these outlying districts.

(3) That the General Secretary be requested to keep that portion
of the missionary district already organized in touch with the Pro-
vincial Association, and to follow up the work done by the mission-
aries by organizing the rest of the district.

(4) That similar missionary deputations follow up the work already
done before next convention.

14. In regard to Normal work your Committee would recommend :

(1) That hereafter the examinations be held in June instead of
September.

(2) That inasmuch as quite a number of students have passed both
examinations and are now able for supplementary work, for which
the Association has made no provision, the Executive Committee at
once adopt a supplementary course and provide for examinations
thereon.

(3) And that, although the number of students in the Normal
course has during this year largely increased, your Committee, deem-
ing that this number could be still more largely increased if the end
and purpose of Normal work were more fully understood, would
recommend that the Central Executive be empowered to employ
practical local Normal workers, whose duty it shall be to explain
what Normal work really is, what it is capable of doing for its
students, and showing how it can be done.

15. In regard to finance, your Committee would recommend that
for the purpose of carrying on the missionary work next year, the
sum of $300 be placed in the estimates, and that the following be the
estimates for the ensuing year:
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Convention @XPenses .............cooee virirarainenn $250 00

Salary, General Secretary ...............coooieeeniinnn 1,200 00
Salary, Corresponding Secretary................ooveen 600 00
PEIBBING (15 o o o 8ibianssonsassnos oy saivssnaingsosssomes 700 00
Postage and stationery ...............ooiiiiiiiien 250 00
Rent and caretaker............ 125 00
Travelling eXpenses. . ...........cooveuvirienes sos 250 00
International Committee ................ «ooooov.... 200 00
Missionary Purposes ............ecteeeenitaereneniaos 300 00
P e N e HeAr S S e L

$4,000 00

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JoHN A. PATERSON,

Chairman General Executive Committee.
October 28th, 1897.

Mr. DAy read his report as General Secretary as follows :

REPORT OF GENERAL SECRETARY

To the General Executive Commattee.

DeAR BrETHREN,—Once again we rally our provincial forces at this
high halting place of privileged fellowship, that looking backward, we
may see our failures, and learn their lessons; and, looking forth, we
may descry opportunities of new conquest unseen in the valley
below ; and, most of all, that we may together see Him “who is our
Master, even Christ, transfigured before us.” Paul standing on the
Castle stairs declared to the angry mob that he “saw Him saying,”
which is more emphatic than to hear Him saying. Be it ours to be
entranced with Him during the days of this assembly.

I should violate the tenderest sentiment of my heart were I to
proceed further without laying a loving tribute to the memory of one
whose friendship I cherished with the passion of a brother, and who
has endeared himself to the hearts of Sabbath School workers over
this whole continent, regardless of international boundaries. How
often has this Ontario in convention been thrilled by the manly
presence, the practical counsel, and, above al], the spiritual fervor of
William Reynolds. It seems impossible to realize that he is no longer
accessible to us; that he has slipped, under the shadow of an angel’s
wing, into another of the many mansions of the Father’s house ”
into which we may not as yet obtrude. We stand in the cloud of
Divine mystery, he in the effulgent presence of his Lord whom he
loved and served so well. That a great leader in our cause has fallen
will be growingly apparent as the months and years pass, and his
voice and counsel are unheard. It is ours, however, to work and
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wait and trust ; doubtless suitable opportunity will be afforded in the
succeeding convention of expressing its sentiments in regard to this
bereavement, and its condolence with the lonely widow whose heart
is stricken by this unexpected severance.

Since the rising of the London Convention 11,500 miles have
been traversed by me in your service, covering territory as follows,
viz. : seven counties and one city in Eastern Ontario ; nine county
and fwo city organizations in Central and Western Ontario, respec-
tively ; together with Algoma, St. Joseph’s and Manitoulin Islands,
Parry Sound and Muskoka ; making in all 30 counties and 5 cities
visited, representing generally the entire field. In addition to my
home work I have, by your indulgence, been privileged to render
some aid (and receive more) in 3 States and 1 Province outside
our own territory.

These visits have been made in connection with 59 Conventions,
viz., five in outside fields, eighteen of home counties, five of cities and
thirty-two of townships in addition to 13 Sabbath School anni-
versary services at as many different points of the Province. With
the deepest concern as to the much needed organization of counties
and cities where the vital strength of co-operation is as yet lacking,
it has been absolutely impossible, single-handed, to accomplish much
in this direction over so wide a territory as ours, and consistently with
the interests of our organized work, in the sustaining of which your
Association has stood in especial need during the two or three years
just past, which interest moreover has so nobly and practically
expressed itself to the Treasury of the Association. Nevertheless,
I have secured organization or reorganization in the course of my
visits in two districts, eight townships and in six city precincts, also
a primary union for the city of Ottawa. Other organizations have
been constituted by local effort which will be otherwise reported.

As to the nature of the services rendered at these various points
they have had for their purpose—

(1) The excitement of a truer conception of the significance of
Sabbath School work, and of a consequent sense of responsibility in
regard to it ; and to the neglected majority as yet unreached by it.

(a) On the part of Sabbath School teachers and officers in conven-
tion ascembled before whom 75 public addresses have been
given with this special object in view.

(b) On the part of ‘parents and the leaders of the church whom I
have been privileged to address through the public service of
the Sanctuary on 43 different occasions.

(¢) Thrice by invitation I have brought the work of the Sabbath
School before professors and students of our colleges and High Schools.

(2) A second purpose kept constantly in view has been the Evuca-
m10NAL EQuiPMENT of teachers in the technical knowledge of the
principles and practice of teaching so far as these are germane to
their holy calling. To the extent of my knowledge and experience,
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illumed by the grace of God, I have rendered of my best to this
department of our work.

27 Conferences,
35 Normal Lessons,

5 Teachers’' Meetings for lesson study,
22 Question Drawers answered,

have been my contribution to this aim, as well as scores of personal
consultations which have been not the least fruitful of permanent
results.

Very precious is the memory of the 37 Mass Meetings of
Young People I have been called to address. To these 1 have
deemed it my privilege and duty to bring the Word of God directly
to bear upon their prospective character building, and most touching
it has been to observe the precious seed eagerly received into these
untrodden furrows of soft and moistened soil.

The above record does not include duties relating to the working
machinery of the organization itself, in connection with which 19
Committee Meetings have been attended, 500 full manuscript
letters have been written, and over 1,000 received relevant alone to
the work of my office, in addition to 3,000 four-page circulars, in
reference to our Northern work, which were compiled and mailed to
100 different individuals. This purely clerical work appertaining, how-
ever, to the General Secretary’s department, together with responsibil-
ity properly imposed upon the General Secretary in connection with the
programme of the Provincial Convention, has taken considerable time,
for which my field was clamorous. The work generally, however,
has been benefited, and not suffered, by the relief thus afforded.

Turning now to the condition of our work in the Province as a
whole it is most embarrassing to form any adequate estimate from the
very incomplete returns, as evidenced by the blanks in the table on
page 158. It will be seen that out of 86 County Sections and 13 cities
but 32 of the former and 3 of the latter appear to have taken any
notice whatever of the forms sent out for securing statistics. Com-
plete returns in which no schools are estimated as ‘“‘not reported” are
made by Norfolk and Perth Counties and by the cities of Brant-
ford and Guelph; of the 28 other counties and cities making
returns, but 60 per cent. of the schools actually in existence are
said to have reported. As it is absolutely impossible to form any
estimate of our progress or retrogression without the evidence such
reports afford, or even to note our points of weakness or strength,
an attempt is to be made to create public opinion on this important
.question by sending marked copies of this report to prominent workers
in counties and cities, from which no response has been received and
which are indicated by being printed in heavy type in the annexed
table, page 158.
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ORGANIZATION,

Of the B6 county divisions 56 are organized, and 10, representing
a school population of 98,000, are still without such organi-
zation, whilst 5 of the 13 cities representing a school population
of 75,000 are similarly devoid of such co-operation. 21 new
organizations have been constituted, viz., in the County of East
Bruce, three local organizations in each of the cities ot London
and Ottawa, and 14 townships in various parts of the Province.
Of the 560 settled townships in the Province, but 164, or 30
per cent. are as yet organized ; of separate organizations there are
now 934 in the Province, viz, 56 county, 14 city and 1€4
township Associations.

EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

Of the 1,506 schools actually reporting, 163, or 11 per cent. report
a weekly teachers’ meeting, whilst 20 Normal classes with, say, 100
students are reported, which is an absurdly inadequate representation
of progress in this department. In addition to these 12 Primary
Unions exist, combining lesson study and Normal preparation for this
special department of work.

As an agency for ingathering, the Home Department continues to
make steady progress. The existence of classes unreported are known
which would make our totals, say, 50 departments, with at least 3,000
students pledged to study the lesson though not attending the school
sessions.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF SCHOLARS.

Most gratifying is the record of schools reporting in regard to this
essential evidence of the true aim of our work :

Of the 25 counties and cities which made returns representing an
enrolment of 104,913 ; of these 15,978, or 15 per cent. are members
of the Church, and of these, 2,008 were added during the year just
closed. If the schools unreported may be supposed to bear the same
ratio of church membership, the total will be in round figures, say,
75,000, with, say, 10,000 added during the year. These may well be
designated “ the oncoming host ” of the Church of God, rising in their
morning strength for sure and speedy conquest for Christ, marshalled
and wisely led to victory, as they may be by our Young People’s
Societies.

In rendering this account I do so with reverent gratitude to God
who has led me in safety by His providence and by His grace, and
with heartfelt thankfulness to my fellow laborers in this Province
and beyond for the unstinted hospitality and helpfulness by which
my efforts, feeble as I know them, have been everywhere received.
The calls to duty are urgent, if we be not spiritually deaf; the com-
mand of Christ to “Go!” is imperative, ‘‘and this is the testimony,
that God hath given to us ETerNaL LiFg, and this life is I His Son.”
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As in Millet’s picture, the pair halt in the lonely furrow at sound

of the Angelus bell calling to meditation and prayer, so

Jeave this pentecost of power, girded with new enthusiasm,

haps in feverish haste,

when we
and per-
may the frequent sound and sight of His

presence call us to thought and prayer in the midst of work and

worry. Respectfully submitted,

ALFRED Day,

October 26th, 1897.

The Treasurer’s report was next presented as follows:

REPORT OF THE TREASURER.

General Secretary.

The Treasurer, in Account with the Sabbath School Association of Ontario for

the year, October 16th, 1896 to October 15th, 1897.

RECEIPTS.
Oct. 16, 1896—

T.» Balance from last year (toward meeting a deficit of $831.83) ..
To proceeds of London Convention, collections..................

To County and other Associations, arrears, 1895-96 :

Belleville City ..coooocveee venneniienrariiacenss $29 00
P (b STy R S R LR R 25 00
Durham East. 25 00
ElginEast ........cco00ciiiiiiiiiinniiiinonenes 8 00
s = DG e 42 50
ey L g 11 DR R S R T RN 13 00
R L L ST 15 00
Haldimand, special subscription ... ............. 10 00
AN S S Y o 7 50
Hastings North..............ccooiieiiiiiinnnnns 30 00
Hastings South .. .............. 3 50
Lennox and Addington .......... e e 34 00
Ontarlo Notbh .« .oovosnriivessnosssiorsnernss &5 15 00
Oxford, special subscription .................. 4 15 00
Oro Township .........ccoo0neenennn, T R T 3 35
Perth T T e o W I e 3 00
R O O S E R T R Y ORI 35 00
Peince BAWRYd i . ..covcvvinivosassrsnressssscas 21 93
P P Pt e L 10 00
Wentworth North .................. L x iy 11 00

To CouNTY ASSOCIATIONS, ETC., FOR 1896-97.
Algoma District :

Algoma Mills, collection per Mr. Day .............. 131
WObbWOOd, " " W cesnsnsnsensee 1 50
S&ult Ste. Mnrie, " " R Y N R 39
Richard’s Landing, « " W S Tan 2 60
Gore B&y, " " B saasama e e 6 72

Carried forward

21 43
219 68
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BrovgM Jorwand . .oiooeoes bvrsiinnrise i iaveans
Brant :
Sabbath School Aesociation .........oci0000iiivnciiverennns
Bruce West :
Sabbath School Aqsoclatlon . S T i bt e P

(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $2. 2.70. )
Bruce North :
Ganeve CRurol; ORSBIOY. ; o.v v vis 51 viomab an s bnisevissnsnesse
(Pledge for dchut M. A. Haliday, nn]ml(] $10.)
T e e i
Carleton :
Sabbath School Association .............. e TR R ey
(Balance of pledge, unpaid, §5.00. )
Dundas :
Sabbath School Association ......
(Pledge for deficit, unpaid, $10.00.)
Durham East :
St. John'’s Episcopal Sabbath School, Port Hope. ...........
(Balance of pledge for 1895-96, unpald, $25.00.)
Durham West :

Sabbath School Association ................cc000. $35 00

" " " BDBCIAL i+ v v vaisaiosis 10 00
Dufferin :

Sabbath School Association ...................... 25 00

" " " RDREIRY -\ e s teaioh e vt 25 00

Elgin East :
Vienna Methodist Sabbath School, for 1895-96................
(Pledge for 1896-97, unpaid, $20.00.)

Elgin West :

Sabbath School Association .. ..................
Aldboro’ Township Sabbath School Association, speual
Lees Sabbath School, Muirkirk ...................

— T
=
o

(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $26.00.)
Essex :
South Woodslee Methodist Sabbath School ....... ..........
(Balance of pledge for 1895-96, unpaid, $7.50.)
ORI BRI s o0 s b s b A SN i S AR ST AR AR A
Frontenac North and North Addington :
Sabbath School Association, regular ............... 5 00
T T 1
lhree Sabbath \chools at Arden, special ........... 2 00

Grey East :

St. Vincent and Meaford Sabbath School Association..........
BT T e T RN LS LU i (g, L, GNP PR R CA T
RERN NI 5 c.0000.9.05 s §emeashis bl B9 d SRABERIEABHNASSHSH b
Grenville :

Sabbath School Association ..... A
Glengarry :

Glengarry Presbytery Sabbath School Association ............

T T T e AN DO N PR e e

$613 96

33 00

30

-3

5 00

20 00

35 00

w

00

50 00

10 00

1 50

13 00

Brough

Haldimand :
Sabbath Sc

(Balance of

Halton :
Sabbath Sc
H. P. Moo
A Friend.

Huron :
Sabbath Sc
Wingham
Knox Pres

(Balance o

Hastings Soutl
Sabbath S

Hastings Nort!
Sabbath S

1]

Haliburton :
Sabbath S

Kent :
Sabbath S
Highgate

Lennox and A
Sabbath &
(Balance ¢

SRR o

Lambton :
Sabbath §
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Central N
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$35 00

10 00

25 00

00
00
00

— O

5 00
1 00
2 00

$613 96

33 00

7 30

5 00

20 00

35 00

3 00

50 00
025

10 00

1 50

13 00

A A SN i s

e R T A
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Brought forward ..............

Haldimand :
Sabbath School Association, regular.. .... ..... . $50 00
" " " special ............... 5 00

(Balance of special pledge, unpaid, $10.00.)

Halton :
Sabbath School Association, regular ............. 85 00
H. P Moore ... : . [ ¥ 10 05
ATPRONR a0 000 . ek A 10 00
Huron :
Sabbath School Association, on account......... 32 05
Wingham Methodist Sabbath School, special . 5 00
Knox Presbyterian Sabbath School, Goderich ...... 5 00

(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $17.95.)

Hastings South :
Sabbath School Association ......

Hastings North :

Sabbath School Association, pledge................ 60 00
" " " special . ........... i 325
Haliburton :
Sabbath School Association, special..............oovvieenn.
Kent :
Sabbath School Association .......... AP e 20 00
Highgate Methodist Sabbath School .. .... ...... 2 00

Lennox and Addington :
Sabbath School Association, on account.............oovvvvnes
(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $12.00.)

Bl i e e e § LA SEALGE B R AR 16k i B8 Ve AR Y
Lambton :

Sabbath School Association, special................ 15 00

. Petrolea Methodist Sabbath School, special ........ 5 00

Central Methodist, Sarnia, special .......... N 5 00

(Pledge for 1896-97, unpaid, $40.00.)
Lwnark ...

Lineoln :
Caistor Township Sabbath School Association, special

Middlesex :

Sabbath School Association, on account of pledge .. 20 00
" " " special, per Mr. C. E.
CROERIREY 5 ks 95 F R en S AN LA eaw e b nis 10 00
Westminster and Delaware Township Sabbath School
Association, regular, §7.00; special, 7.00 . ..... 14 00
Centralia Methodist Sabbath School .............. 5 00
Ilderton Presbyterian Sabbath School ............. 1 00

Carried forward ...........coovenie.

$900 01

55 00

105 05

12 05

63 25

6 40

22 00

38 00

25 00

$1283 13
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Brought forward ..........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinie.
Rev. T. W. Blatchford, Lambeth..............c.... &5 00
Mrs. A. W. Humphries, Parkhill, special .......... 2 00

(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $20.00.)

(Pledge, Caradoc Township Sabbath School Association, special,
unpaid, $10.00.)

(Mrs. Humphries, Parkhill, special, unpaid, $3.00.)

(Parkhill Town Sabbath School Association, special, unpaid, $10.00.)

Muskoka :
Sabbath School Association ..... T 25 00
Sundridge, collection per Mr. Hamilton........... 110
Magnetawan, " " " N 6 56
Manitoulin District :
Little Current, collection per Mr. Day ............ccovivnnn.
Norfolk :
Sabbath School Association, regular .............. 80 00
A. J. Donly, Simcoe, special...................... 10 00
Simecoe Town Sabbath School Association, special . .. 10 00
Northumberland . .........oo000ieeeees
Nipissing District :
Sturgeon Falls, collection per Mr. Hamilton....... 1 00
North Bﬂy, " " M esevesen 3 7”
e s D00 O USRS g s e £ DD s R T
Ontario South :
Sabbath School Association ....................... 40 00
Brougham Union Sabbath School............ ..... 5 00
Oxford :
Sabbath School Association, on account............ 25 00
Tavistock Presbyterian Sabbath School ............ 1 00
(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $45.00.)
Peel :
Sabbath School Association.............c...o00iun 75 00
" " " Speciill ............... 10 00
D. Graham, Inglewood, special ................... 5 00
Prince Edward : :
3G MOMUIINN. PRODOM . o5 v 600 065 oo e abition suins 10 00
Miss Nina Conger, Picton ...........ccoovvvnennne 3 00
(Balance of pledge, 1895-96, unpaid, $38.07.)
Prescott :
Sabbath School Association, for 1896-97............ 10 00
" " " fOl‘ ]89798 ............ 10 OO

COPPSBE TOPWONE i o ss oo v sivesnnvprans vobbindaneenly s ame

32 66

S
-1
x

. 100 00

26 00

90 00

13 00

20 00

$1677 27
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57 00
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110
6 56

80 00
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10 00

75 00
10 00
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32 66
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, 100 00

470

45 00

26 00
&

90 00

13 00

20 00

$1677 27

S S L e

Brought forward .......cooooiiiiiioniaiiitnscisntineee
Perth :
Sabbath School Association. ............. cooreeen $43 00
Knox Presbyterian S.S., St. Mary’s ($2.00, special) . 4 00
" " w  Mitckell, special .......... 2 00
Parry Sound District :
Sabbath School Association. ................. 5 00
Parry Sound and Ottawa District collections, per
Rev. Mr. Gribble and Mr. Clarke ............. 11 35
Peterboro’ .. ..... ey LT L B
Parry Sound West......ooooiiiiiiiiiriianineneeeeee
Russell .......... e S S S T
RenFIOW oo .covvvvorossssosnrnssosnrosnassss SR
Simcoe South :
Sabbath School Association, on account.......... - 28 00
Innisfil Township Sabbath School Association. ... ... 10 00
(Balance of pledge, 1895-96, unpaid, §22.00.)
Simcoe Centre :
Sabbath School Association . ......ccocvervieenn s 12 00
Collingwood Presbyterian Sabbath 0T (R 2 00
Maple Street Methodist Sabbath School, Collingwood 4 00
Simcoe North :
Sabbath School Association........c.oo.tviiivnnnes 2 00
Waverley Union Sabbath School, for 1895-96. ... ... 2 00
Gravenhurst, collection per Mr. Day .............. 3 00
(Oro Township, special pledge, 1896-97, unpaid, $5.00.)
Stormont .....ce00000n e e R
Thunder Bay District :
Sabbath School Association............coooveeeeiiiiiinene.e
Victoria :
Mariposa Township Sabbath School Association .. .. 12 62
Fenelon Falls Presbyterian and Methodist, Eden and
Linden Valley Sabbath Schools, per Rev. J. W,
e N T S e DR R RS R S 3 00
Rev. J. W. Totten, Lindsay ..........coo0cevneens 1 00
Rev. C. W. Marsh, Lindsay ............ccocvee.ee 1 00

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Sabbath School, Lindsay . 100

Welland :

Sabbath School Association, on account............ §$15

Pelham Township Sabbath School Association...... 3 80

B. Tucker, Allanburg ..........coocoovveinnnn i 2 00

James H. Beatty, Thorold............ccoovevvnnns 10 00

(Balance of pledge, unpaid, $26.85.)

Wellington :

Sabbath School Association, regular............... 70 00
" " " special............ ... 10 00
Carried forward .........o.ooocaniisssiiiieiniiaanien

$1677 27

49 00

16 35

38 00

18 00

7 00

17 00

18 62

23 95

80 00

$1945 19
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L T e N N S
Wentworth North :

Sabbath School Association, regular ............... $25 00

" " " BPOBIBL s < 4 oo o pmveiis 5 00

Wentworth South :

Sabbath School Association, regular e 30 00
" " " Ty 1o (R R N 10 00
Wk O, FROBIANG (o os s avemannn vammenann dasios s 4 00
(Special pledge, Caistor Township Sabbath School
Association, unpaid, $5.00)
Waterloo :
Sabbath School Association.............oovvvvnen. 50 00
Methodist Sabbath School, Galt................... 6 00
Knox Presbyterian Sabbath School, Galt, special 10 00
RRON-AJRMmON XOUBD; G ; voos000 000 anns orsing s 10 00
Collections at Mrs. Ford’s P 1nmuy TInstitute, Galt . 10 00
York North :
Sabbath School Association, regular............... 100 00
" " " special .............. 25 00
York West :
Sabbath School Association . ................... .. 25 00
York Township Sabbath School Association ........ 17 00
Toronto Junction Methodist Sabbath School, special 5 00
York East :
gi¢s Markham Township Sabbath School Association. ... 25 00
awa Scarboro’ Township " " " 20 00

(Total from Counties, $1724.30.)

To CrriEs.
Ottawa :
Belleville :
Kingston :

Queen Street Methodist Sabbath School, $5.00 ; Cooke’s Presby-
terian Sabbath School, 2.50

Guelph :

Sabbath School Association, regular, $30.00; Sabbath School
Association, special, 25,50; H. J. B. Leadlay, specml 10.00 ;
Hed, B, Leadla.y, for 400 extra programmes, 2.00.. g

St. Catharines:

St. Paul’s Methodist Sabbath School (for two years), $10.00 ;
Haynes Avenue Presbyterian Sabbath School, 3.00; Knox
Presbyterian Sabbath School, 6.00; First Presbytenan Sab-
bath School, 10.00 ; Collections at Mrs. Ford’s Primary Insti-
tute, 5.00

Hamilton :

Sabbath School Association, $100.00; Zion Methodist Tabernacle,
for 1895-96, 5.00 ; A. T. Wood, specm] 5.00; Alex. McLagan,
special, 5.00; Walter Bale, specxal, 5.00; Collection at Mrs.
Ford’s l’rnnary TR B RS et e AEG Y

(Balance of special pledge, unpaid, $35.00.)

Carried forward

30 00

44 00

86 00

125 00

47 00

45 00

(Pledge, Bridge Street Methodist Sabbath School, unpaid, $10.00.)

67 50

34 00
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Brought forward .........ocooiiiiiiiieiiiiosnniiiiines

Brantford :
Sabbath School Association, $17.00; Hon. Wm. Patterson, 5.00

OhatBai « oo covsrsass sovos B e i
SEratfOrd. . . oo cvve e ssrrasenss s sosnssissosannte s

St. Thomas :
First Methodist Sabbath School, ($5.00 special) ..............

T T P N e S O O R T RS

.ondon :
First Methodist Sabbath School, $10.00; Askin Street Meth-

odist Sabbath School, $5.00; Colborne Street Methodist
Sabbath School, $2.00; St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Sabbath
School, $10.00; Dundas Centre Methodist Sabbath School,
$10.00 ; Dundas Centre Methodist Sabbath School, for ser-
vices of Mrs. Ford and Mr. Reynolds, $25.00; First Baptist
Sabbath School, $5.00; King Street Methodist Sabbath
School, $2.00; London West Methodist Sabbath School,
$2.00 ; First Presbyterian Sabbath School, $5.00: Centennial
Methodist Sabbath School, special, $2.00 ; Mrs. (Dr.) Eccles,
special, $5.00; H. C. McCutcheon, $2.00; H. W. Bennett,
special, $1.00; C. J. Beal, special, $1.00; Anon,” special,
L DB < s 0800 A 9 TR A AP RF O A RIS s
(Special pledge, per Mr. Bowman, unpaid, $50.00.)
Total from cities, not including Toronto, $354.00.

Toronto, Sabbath Schools :

Northern Congregational, §25.00; Jarvis Street Baptist,
$15.00 ; Erskine Presbyterian, $15.00 ; Occident Hall Union,
$15.00 ; St. James’ Square Presbyterian, $10.00 ; Knox Pres-
byterian, $10.00 ; Central Presbyterian, $10.00; Parkdale
Methodist, (special, $5.00), $10.00; Yonge Street Methodist,
$10.00; Bloor Street Presbyterian, $10.00; Sherbourne
Methodist, $10.00; Metropolitan Methodist, $10.00; St.
Paul’s Methodist (for two years), $10.00 ; Central Methodist,
(for two years), $10.00 ; Dovercourt Road Baptist (for two
years), $10.00; College Street Presbyterian, $8.00; West-
minster Presbyterian, $7.00; Wesley Methodist, $6.00 ;
Euclid Avenue Methodist, $5.00; Old St. Andrew’s Presby-
terian, $5.00; Kenilworth Avenue Baptist, $5.00; Wood-
green Methodist, special, $5.00 ; Berkeley Street Methodist,
$5.00; Agnes Street Methodist, $5.00 ; Trinity Methodist,
$5.00; Carlton Street Methodist, $5.00; West Presbyte-
rian, $5.00 ; Elm Street Methodist, $5.00; Queen Street East
Presbyterian, $5.00; Gerrard Street Methodist (for two
years), $2.00; St. John’s Presbyterian, $2.00; William
Street Presbyterian Mission, $1.00; Westmoreland Avenue
Methodist, $1.00 ; collections at Mrs. Ford’s Primary Insti-
tute, $10.18.

(Total from Sabbath Schools, $272.18.)

Carried forward ..........c.coeviveen vivvannines

10 00

88 00

$2676 19
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Brought forward ...........ccoiieieteiiinciiiiriotsons

To personal subscriptions :

Special amounts collected by Mr. Wm. Reynolds, to be equally
divided for International and Provincial Sunday School work :
Hon. S. H. Blake, $100.00 ; Robert Kilgour, $100.00 ; Thomas
McGaw, $100.00; A. H. Campbell, §50.00; S. J. Moore,
$50.00 ; Richard Brown, $25.00 ; John Wanless, sen., $25.00 ;
C. D. Massey, $25.00; Wm. Davies, $25.00; F. Wyld,
$25.00; J. W. Flavelle, $25.00; Mrs. John Macdonald,
$25.00; W. Goulding, $25.00. (Total $600.)

Timothy Eaton, $50.00; J. J. Woodhouse ($15 regular, $10
special), $25.00; J. K. Macdonald, §25.00; E. B. Osler, $25.00;
Geo. A. Cox, $25.00; J. W. Flavelle, $25.00 ; A. Day, $25.00 ;
J. J. Maclaren, $20.00; The Lyman Bros. Co., Limited,
$10.00; Northrop & Lyman Co., Limited, $10.00; The
Gurney Foundry Co., Limited, $10.00 ; Geo. Robinson,
$10.00; Elias Rogers, $10.00; John Macdonald & Co.,
$10.00; W. E. H. Massey, $10.00 ; John A. Paterson, $5.00 ;
Gourlay, Winter & Leeming, $5.00; Taylor Bros., $5.00;
S. F. McKinnon & Co., $5.00 ; John Kay, Son & Co., §5.00 ;
Rev. John Potts, $5.00; W. H. Pearson, $5.00; Edward
Gurney, $5.00; A. B. Lee, $5.00; J. L. Blaikie, $5.00 ;
John D. Nasmith, $5.00 ; John Stark, $5.00 : H. S. Howland,
$5.00; Mrs. T. M. Harris, $5.00; J. W. Shenston, $5.00;
Rev. Elmore Harris, $5.00 ; D. Coulson, $5.00; Mrs. M. A.
Tanton, $5.00; G. M. Lee, $5.00; Mrs. Frances R. Ford
(special), $5.00, Peter McDonald, $2.60; W. H. Smith,
$2.00 ; T. Milburn, $2.00; W. H. Orr, $2.00; A. Sampson,
$2.00; J. Leckie, $2.00; J. J. Kenny, $2.00: Mrs. A.
Finlayson, $2.00; Mrs. Freeland, $1.00; Mrs. H. Meldrum,
$1.00; O. H. Zeigler, $1.00; C. S. Gzowski, $1.00; John
Hawley, $1.00; A Friend, $1.00; H. P. Dwight, $1.00; D.
Gunn Bros., $1.00 ; T. Gibson, $1.00 ; Miss McMichael, §1.00.

(Total personal subscriptionsin Toronto, of which $600.00
is special, $1016.00.)

To collections, per Mr. Day’saccount.................cc0vuuee .
w Normal Department, fees, text-book, etc ... ..................

 Publication Committee, on account (per Mr. Day) .............

Reports sold :

Fishers and Nets, $156.55 ; old Reports, 10.68 ............ CaLts
T PR PR
Home Department cards, ebc. .........co000icosnionosrvonsse

SEOURLROORMIIE . 5 12 0 0 walod mavhinih Soimidia $180 8 + #1000 40 b 04 4 0 le e

DISBURSEMENTS.
By payments in connection with London Convention :

T TR M R G e e $75 00
g T R P B S e 25 00
i T T S IS SN S S o 50 00
BOv: JORE THOMMOR, AVP i« viiis oo insosfonnasiosas 145
Rev. Dr. Parsons, Toronto........................ 4 25

T T A G ORI  R R $185 70
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---------- $2676 19 Brought forward ...........cooiiiiiiiiinens $155 70
Rev. J. A. Macdonald, Toronto ......... «.cco.ovn. 3 00
be equally Thos. Bengough, reporting Convention (and expenses) 53 35
100l work : Sexton of Dundas Centre Methodist Church ........ 12 00
); Thomas F. N. W. Brown, clerical assistance and expenses .. 9 40
J. Moore, ] Expenses in connection with Primary Exhibit ...... 9 37
n., $25.00 ; | Corresponding Secretary’s expenses, express, ete.... 4 90
F. Wyld, — U172
lacdonald, By Salaries :
H A. Day, BITEAIS .. .ocotvirirrnaruiinnns $500 00
gular, $10 | A. Day, salary for 1896-97 .............. 1200 00
er, $25.00; A. Day, interest on arrears .............. 27 92
vy, $25.00 ; { —_— $1727 92
, Limited, | J. A. Munro, salary for 1896-97 ................ £ 500 00
0.00; The —_— 2227 92
Robinson, Wm. Briggs, printing, arrears................ $248 85
d & Co., Wm. Briggs, " (for 1896-97) .......... 334 62
son, $5.00 ; —_— $583 47
8., $5.00 ; Endeavor Herald, printing programmes, etc............ 756 10
Jo., $5.00 ; Home Department ..........ccovauneiorniriienenn. 68 19 00
; Edward T A L R L L LR KRy ERRRFRREAAL 49 03
ie, $5.00 ; Postage, L'elegrams and Express ..........ccooevnee oo 122 43
Howland, Exchange on Cheques ..........coooiiiiiiieneene. bty 2 90
on, $5.00; Publication Committee, in full . ..........oocoviinenes 135 37
Irs. M. A. Expenses in connection with meetings in Northern On-
s R. Ford tario, (not including printing of circulars, ete) ..... 99 55
H. Smith, - Normal Department. . ........cooovvevuiiinennnnnieens 7 17
. Sampson, { < o SR S R T R R R 100 00
Mrs. A. ! Furnishing sundries .. .......cooviviuiiiiniiiiineee: 2 39
Meldrum, ! CRPOBREE s o« o 56 ssnsd spseosnsneseosochbnesiaisessss 21 00
.00; John International Committee :
$1.00; D. * Pledge for 1896-97 ..........ccooivnins $200 00
ael, $1.00. 1288 18 ij Special per Mr. Reynolds ............... 300 00
1 $600.00 i —— 500 00
v Expenses of Mr. Reynolds’ special meeting in Toronto
VIE Y o g 175 40 i A0 NOVEIMIDEE < oo 0s 006 6: sssnassossosnsossnose e 18 00
,,,,,,,,,, 113 00 "; Expenses Half-yearly Meeting of General Executive Com-
010 AR + 4o s s aa s o el AR b e s a O RS 5 80
!§ Travelling Expenses of Mr. Day for 189697 ............ 193 66
,,,,,,,,, 167 23 'i Sundries—including Clerical Assistance for Convention,
,,,,,,,,,, 107 50 Sundry Supplies, per Mr. Day’s account, etc ..... 19 85
.......... 28 17 ! — $2024 72
__________ $4555 77 Total PAymMents ..........ccovvrirrraessnreanenes $4500 36
By balance on hand, Oct. 16th ...........coviivmnenieeeens 55 41
Audited and found correct.
(Signed) E. J. JOSELIN.
October 22nd, 1897.
N.B.—Between the closing of the books, October 15th and the Convention,
October 20th, the following amounts have been received on account of 1896-97 :
$75 00 East Durham, $37.50; West Elgin, on account, $14.00 ; Lennox and Adding-
25 00 ton, on account, $17.00; Huron, balance, $17.95 ; Dundas County, special for
50 00 the debt, $5.00; Princess Street Methodist Sabbath School, Kingston, $1.00 ;
1 45 Bridge Street Methodist Sabbath School, Belleville, $10.00; Wm. Johnson,
425 Belleville, $5.00; Cooke’s Church Sabbath School, Toronto, $5.00; Beverley
Sl Street Baptist, Toronto, $2.00 ; Duchess Street Presbyterian Mission, Toronto,
8185 70 €5.00 ; Euclid Avenue Methodist Sabbath School, Toronto, $10.00; Geneva
Church, Chesley, $10.00 ; Caistor Township, $5.00; Thorold Methodist Sab-
.bath School, $2.50; Walter Bale, Hamilton, §5.00; Wm. Davies, Toronto, $10.00.
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R. J. Scorg, Treasurer, said—Through the efforts of the Central
Executive and others we have a balance in hand of $55.41, the total
receipts being $4,555.77, and total payments, $4,500.36 ; $350 was
pledged last year that has not veen paid. If we had that amount we
would have a balance of $400 in hand. If the treasurers of the
different counties don’t do their duty the associations suffer. We
have a difficulty in notices reaching their destination. If local
officers do their duty we will not be cramped for finances. We want
to broaden out and have more missionary work. That is one of the
most important factors in building up our association, Whatever
good may be done, if not followed up, will fritter away, and we will
not have the results anticipated. We want to keep out of debt and
pay as we go, and we must have money, and we appeal to you for it
and we know you will respond.. The speaker suggested that the
audience sing the doxology because of freedom from debt, which was
done.

The Presipext—The Corresponding Secretary has asked me to
formally present her report. The work that Miss Munro is doing is
not likely to be fully known and appreciated by the Sabbath School
constituency of this Province. Those of us who are more intimately
connected with her work in the city of Toronto, especially members
of the Central Executive, know of the valuable work which she has
done during the past year. (Hear, hear, and applause.) Her work is
done out of sight and quietly, and very few are able to appreciate
the magnitude or importance of it or the efficiency with which that
work is done. This report was written by Miss Munro herself, and
her modesty has prevented her from really calling attention to some
of the important work ; but in connection with the whole work of
the office, with the correspondence, being secretary not only for the
Association but for the committees in connection with it, being a
specialist on primary work and taking a specially active part in the
primary sub-committee, attending conventions, keeping the treas-
urer’s books and the accounts, it is surprising to me that she has been
able to get through the amount of work that she has overtaken
during the past year. I hope all of you will read and digest this
report and sustain her hands, and that those delinquent secretaries
throughout the Province to whom she has had to write four, five and

six times before she has been able to get a reply, will become more:

prompt in their habits and reply to the first letter.
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REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

Immediately upon the rising of the Convention at London last
October, preparations were begun for the publication of the Annual
Report. This work, in addition to the usual duties, correspondence,
etc., and the large amount of clerical work in connection with pre
paration for the work of the new year, such as sending out notices of
appointment on the General Executive Committee, making lists of
such members, etc., fully occupied the following five weeks. The
report, “* Fishers and Nets,” was issued during the first week in Decem-
ber, fully three weeks earlier than last year and two months earlier
than in previous years. The Corresponding Secretary was assisted in
this by the President, Dr. Maclaren, and Mr. John A. Paterson,
Chairman of the Executive Committee. There were 1,950 copies of
this report mailed.

The special meeting in the interests of International and Provincial
Sabbath School work, called in Toronto in November at the request
of Mr. William Reynolds, entailed quite an amount of correspondence.

At short intervals during the year letters re finances were mailed
to each of the 235 officers of county and city associations.

Blank forms for statistics were sent to all secretaries early in the
‘\'(‘}ll'.

Preparations for the half-yearly meeting, including financial state
ment, notices of meeting, etc., publishing the Half-yearly Report,
mailing 2,800 copies of this report, with 2,500 copies of Primary
Leaflet No. 1, together with soliciting subscriptions from persons and
Sabbath Schools in Toronto, required much time.

In August, preparations were begun for the Annual Convention.
Over 3,300 separate envelopes containing programmes were sent out
three weeks prior to this convention.

A large number of Normal circulars were sent out, also examination
papers and other correspondence in connection with this department.
The Corresponding Secretary would here thank Mr. G. M. Lee, the
Chairman of the Normal Committee, for the valued assistance ren-
dered in the sending out of a large number of circulars, etc., 7¢
Normal work.

Details in connection with convention arrangements, preparation
of the annual financial statement, etc., occupied the Corresponding
Secretary every hour up to the time of meeting of this Convention.

In giving a statement of the work of the office secretary, there are
many duties which cannot be enumerated which are inseparable from
the routine of office work. The following is a summary in so far as
it can be given in figures :

LR RN s s 555 06 ine b s R BRSNS S 682
T L R 1,216
(Clircular letters sentout ................... 1,236

Parcels of miscellaneous matter sent out...... RS 8.,
(Including 2,800 copies of Half-yearly Report, 2,500 Primary

Leaflets, 800 Reports of Officers.)
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Notices t0 NEWBPAPEIS. . ... vvvnercrorsrasorceoriees 74
EXpress PATOLIS. . ..o o.orossssonrnrosorsiasogerers 12
Parcels of HomeClass literature sent out (4,450 cards,etc.) 78
Copies of Annual Report sent BIE os o5 s sl e SR AR
Parcels of Programmes sent out........oovvvviereee. 3,320

Total pieces sent oub . ......oovvevvnonens 10,374
Letters received .. ...coovvvcaenrarncceecnans coee 993
Postals received ....... (i Lt e R e 401
Parcels of miscellaneous matter TRORIVEA s vhwi s 306

Total pieces received .. ......oooviveoene. 1,700
Business callers.........coocoeeeirsisrossscssnicanes 681
Business calls made ........oovereiirieneeaieinin. 403
Committee meetings. . ...cooo v (vireiriiiiiien, 46

Of the correspondence sent out, a large part has been in connection
with finances, but many communications regarding the Home Class,
Normal and Primary departments, have also been written.

The parcels of miscellaneous matter contained statistical blanks for
secretaries of associations, Normal text-books, circulars, printed
notices of meetings, etc.

The notices for newspapers include reports of the Central Executive
Committee meetings, Treasurer’s statements, and other items, sent
each month during the first half of the year to the Endeavor Herald
Sabbath School Department, also items in connection with our work
sent to the Toronto daily papers and the denominational and other
Sabbath School papers.

The business calls include those made in soliciting annual subserip-
tions, advertisements for Reports, and many calls in connection with
the printing of the Reports, circulars, etc.

The forty-six meetings of the Central Executive and sub-com-
mittees, with necessary preparations, the financial statement in detail
each month, writing up the minutes of meetings, etc., the book-keep-
ing and other details, together with receiving 681 persons calling on
business, have taken up much time during office hours.

The Corresponding Secretary has been asked to attend a number of
conventions, but the duties of the office prevent her from accepting
these invitations to any great extent.

The following engagements have been filled in connection with the
work :

Lessons taught at two special Sabbath School services.

Two teachers’ meetings visited by request, one in the interest of
Normal work, the other of Primary work.

A number of schools in Toronto have been visited.

Three county and two township conventions have been attended,
a Primary lesson being taught at each ; also, three papers
given upon Primary work, and five conferences of Primary
workers held.

One Union was organized, and two Primary superintendents
appointed as a result of these visits.

JEssie A. Musro,

Toronto, October 20th, 1897. Corresponding Secretary.
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The PrESIDENT then asked for a show of hands from the delegates
who came from the counties that are blank on the chart. After a
show of hands he said, “There are enough of you to stir up the
delinquent secretaries.”

Rev. A. Axprews, Rat Portage, said—Our constituency is the
country at large. We have a feeling that ours is a great class, and
in it are some unmanageable onés. Now, [ am trying to connect
this with the lesson we had last night. Mr. Archibald says it is no
use to say we have bad boys. Can we take the same position? If
you say you have bad boys, Mr. Archibald says you are a bad
teacher. (Hear, hear.) Now, the question is what are we to do!
It is proposed to give these bad boys a knock in the eye. I don’t
think that is the best way. (Hear, hear.) I am not so sure that 1
can develop what would be a better way, [ have been so long out of
sympathy and touch with our Ontario Conventions ; but one thing
has impressed me—the immense amount of increased ability that is
manifested throughout the programme and the addresses; but you
appear to be not much better organized than you were fifteen }'¢::lI‘S
ago, and don’t let us throw it on the country altogether. Let us begin
to organize better.

Rev. Dr. Brernour pronounced the benediction, and the audience
dispersed for the Conferences at 10.25,
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REPORTS OF SEPARATE CONFERENCES.

THURSDAY MORNING, AT 10.50.

PASTORS.

This Conference was carried out according to the programme,
y W. Panton being unable to be present, his paper

except that Rev. E
was presented by Rev. John Young. The following is a summary of

the paper :

«Tue Pastor’s RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL

EQUIPMENT OF HIS SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS.”

he oversight of the congregation, and gene-

rally has a voice in selecting the teachers ; he is therefore responsible

for the qualifications of the persons chosen. While the great majority

of our teachers are sincere, devoted and zealous, some may not have

had opportunities for acquiring knowledge, nor the mental training

that is so necessary for taking a proper grasp of truth and presenting
Such being the case, there is great

it with luminous effectiveness.
need of supplenwntin;,r their defects, and the weight of this responsi-

bility rests largely upon the pastor.

Again, his responsibility becomes very grave when we take into
consideration the fact that the influence that emanates from him
pulsates through the teachers to the soul of every boy and girl in the
school. .

When we consider that our teachers in a certain sense stand
between us and those immortal creatures, how intensely concerned
should we be that their mental and spiritual equipment be of the
highest order. And all the more so when we reflect that those
children are at the most impressionable age—a time when they take
on the likeness and image of Jesus with greater ease and greater
promise of permanency than at any after period of their lives. And
not only so, if the Church of Christ is to be powerful and aggressive
we must feed the lJambs and win them for Christ. Failure here means
disaster all along the line of Christian effort.

Viewed from this standpoint the gravity
becomes so tremendous as to evoke the cry,

these things t”
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II. How shall he discharge his responsibility !

1. Let him stand as closely connected with the Sabbath
as time and strength will permit,

That the pastor should teach a Bible class in the school should by
no means be obligatory. I believe he might be more profitably em-
ployed, that is, so far as touching the mental and spiritual equipment
of the teachers is concerned, by teaching their classes in turn, from
the lowest to the highest.

The advantages of following such a course would be :

(a) To give an ocular demonstration to the teachers of what you
conceive to be the best method of teaching the lesson.

(b) Also, it would show how best to catch and rivet the attention
of the scholars.

(¢) Then again, it would enable the techer to catch the fervour of
your enthusiasm, by which to kindle his own.

Such a course would be incomparably more useful and inspiring
than merely theorizing before your teachers about teaching, to say
nothing of the great advantage to the school and to yourself by thus
coming into close contact with every scholar in your school.

2. Let the pastor rally the teachers about him as often as possible

School

for spiritual and intellectual conferences. These should be held at
least once a month.

(1) The lesson for the coming Sabbath may be gone over with
much profit. The more difficult passages might be explained and the
more important thoughts emphasized. By asking the teachers to
give their views upon certain truths they would naturally acquire a
facility of expression, and more confidence in their powers.

(h) Then again, some interesting psychological questions might be
discussed that would throw great light upon the best way of conveying
truth, so as to find a readier entrance into_the mind of the scholars.
Such as “ When is the mind most receptive, and how can we best
secure that condition?” etc., etc.

(¢) As all teachers have one or more scholars that are peculiar and
difficult to manage, how best to deal with them most successfully
might prove subjects for discussion involving many nice psychological
questions.

(d) At such
quickening should play an important part.
contact the pastor and his teachers should come into
sympathy. In the prayers the teachers should be made to feel the
exalted position that God in His providence has placed them in, the
joy of leading an immortal soul into everlasting life, and the need of
resolutely striving to become ‘‘a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”

3. The pastor may, with great p:ofit to his teachers, preach from
time to time ‘on subjects germane t. Sabbath School work ; e.g.:

(a) A sermon to children of the Sabbath School, from which the

conferences the devotional element for spiritual
At this point of holy
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teachers would learn how to grapple with the great question of lead-
ing the lambs of the flock to Christ.

(b) Then again, a sermon to parents might be handled in such a
way as to generate an influence that would react and be very helpful
by way of encouragement to the teachers.

Rev. J. B. MuLLEN, of Fergus, introduced the next subject :

«How CAN THE SABBATH SCHOOL BE HARNESSED TO THE
VAriED INTEREsTS OF THE CHURCH b

First we might ask, “What are the varied interests of the Church?”
She ought to be interested in soul-winning, in edifying saints in the
development of the spiritual life of her members, in revivals, in mis-
sionary and temperance work, and in all moral reforms. She ought
to be interested in the education and scriptural nurture of her young,
and she ought to be interested, too, in her outward, temporal pros-
perity.

Taking it for granted that the Sabbath School is a power, how can
we best utilize her, or harness her to that varied work ?

Seek to have increased power in the Sabbath School. We do not
need more machinery or better organization, but more of the power
of the Holy Ghost. This shows itself in (1) prevailing prayer, (2)
ohedience to the Master, (3) wise winning of sonls, (4) earnest
effort, (5) readiness to rescue the perishing. In other words, any
Sabbath School filled with the Holy Ghost will be a place where the
children shall be won for Christ—where the young Christian shall
be nurtured and edified, and built up on the most holy faith—where
they shall become alive unto salvation—where they shall be trained
to pity and help the poor heathen, or the poor victim of intemper-
ance.

A profitable discussion followed, in which many helpful points
were emphasized.

NORMAL DEPARTMENT.

About fifty delegates assembled at the Conference in the Central
Presbyterian Church.

Professor H. M. Hamill, Field-worker of the International Sabbath
School Association, led an interesting conversation on the subject,
“ By what means can the Provincial Association best promote Nor-
mal Teacher Training ?”

1. By securing thorough organization. Let there be a Provincial

Normal Committee, and the General Secretary its chairman. This
will best prevent too high an exaltation of the importance of this
department, on the one hand and its neglect on the other,
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class work should not be crowded through at the expense of every
other department.

9. Efficiently equip the Normal Class Department. It is not’al-
ways necessary to have a man devote his whole time to this work.
Some years ago Illinois had 102 counties organized and almost every
township as well. She then engaged a Normal class superintendent
_she could not have done this to advantage ten years before, and it
would have been unfortunate to have deferred action for five years
later. The General Secretary should be able to tell what part of the
field is ripe for Provincial Normal work.

3. It is well to have optional courses. The text-books should be
selected by the Provincial Committee, each locality making choice
from the list approved.

4. The examinations should be thorough.
of the foremost educationists in the Province, giving each a chapter
of the text-book on which to prepare papers. The examination day
should be uniform and examinations conducted in the same way as
any High School examination. 1f the examinations be not thorough
they will not be raspuctvd.

5. Urge all who attend the classes to agree in writing that they
will take the examinations. This should be compulsory. Professor
Hawill’s plan was to take the Normal class immediately before or
after the Sabbath School session.

6. Bring specimen work before all public Sabbath School meetings
held by the Provincial Association., Have a special lesson or an
address or conference on this line.

7. Scatter suitable literature bearing on this subject wherever it is
likely to be read.

Finally get your pastors interested in this department. They can
and will help you in most cases if they see that you desire their
co-operation.

Rev. John McEwen led in a conversation on “What way can
Local Associations best co-operate ?”

He said that all the points brought out by Professor Hamill might
be applied by necessary modifications in local organizations. And
one word expressed it all. Do 171.

We have wrought out a formula, “The Sabbath School is the
Church of Christ at work teaching the Word of Christ for the pur-
pose of bringing souls to Christ and equipping them for the service
of Christ.”

There is no class of workers of whom so much is required as of
Sabbath School teachers, considering how little is done for their
equipment.

In some of our cities there is no Normal class, yet a small number
would like to have training. Call these together, talk over the situa-
tion, select a text-book, and go to work with this nucleus and
arrange a series of lessons.

Select, if possible, some
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In some of the large denominations provision is already made for
advanced teaching along these lines. We should in some way, as an
association, recognize these conditions, Yet we must bear in mind
that knowledge of truth, even of Bible truth, is only one side of
teacher training. They need to be instructed in methods of teaching.
This our Normal course does.

This Conference recommended that a Normal leaflet be published,
and that so far as possible every enrolled member of a Normal class
shall sign an agreement to take the written examinations at the close
of the course. Some members of the Conference feared making this
pledge absolute lest many, would be afraid to face the examinations
who yet might be benefited by the lessons if they would attend the
classes,

NORMAL COURSE.

The Normal course is a two years’ course. First year on first book
and second year on second book of Legion of Honor series by Prof.
Hamill. FEach book contains twelve lessons on the Bible and twelve
lessons on teacher training, etc. Annual examinations are held on
the third Friday in June in each year at 2 p.m. (a later hour can be
arranged for where necessary). Two papers are set in each year (one on
Biblical lessons and one on training). Two hours allowed for writing
on each paper. Maximum marks on each paper, 200, of which 60
per cent. is necessary to pass.

xtract from Regulations.

Examinations will be held in as many places as the convenience of
candidates may require. Question papers will not be issued for any
candidate whose name is not enrolled with the Corresponding Secre-
tary on or before 1st June. Certificates will be issued to those who
pass the first year’s examination, and the diploma of the association
to those who have passed both first and second years’ examinations.
Examinations for first and second years may be taken together, but
it is recommended that they be taken separately and in their proper
order. The results will be announced and the diplomas presented
at the Provincial Convention in October.

Cost of Course.

The cost is very trifling and within reach of all—First year, for
enrolment, 10c., and for text-book, 15c. ; second year, for text-book,
15¢., and for diploma, 50c. Total, 90c.

Enrolment should be made with Miss Munro, who will also supply
the text-books on receipt of the enrolment fee and price of book.
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Probably three-fourths of the failures and discouragements among
teachers arise from lack of training. In this age training is neces-
sary to success in any walk of life. The training required by this
course will fit for more efficient service in every branch of Christian
work, and especially in teaching. The course may be taken individ-
ually or in classes. The association’s purpose in taking up this work
is to supply efficient, properly trained teachers for our Sabbath
Schools, and they confidently appeal to pastors and Sabbath School
superintendents to use their influence with teachers, senior scholars,
and young people’s societies to secure this increased equipment, and
thereby qualify themselves for better work for Christ and the Church,
See 2 Tim. 2. 15.

Enrolment.

The best time for enrolment is in September and October, but later
will do. This study may profitably be taken up in the Literary
Department of the Young People’s Societies as their reading course.
Enrol now.

Address all communications to-

Miss JEssiE A. Munro, Cor.-Sec.

25 Mannming Arcade, Toronto.

SUPERINTENDENTS.
«Tie SUPERINTENDENTS PROGRAMME—WHAT AND Why ?”

Was introduced by Mr. R. W, Clarke, of Millbrook. Several sample pro-
grammes, which the speaker had used, were given, in which appeared
solos and orchestral selections, the time allowed for the lesson being
about twenty-five minutes. The programme opened with the doxology
and closed with the benediction. The reading of the secretary’s report
and the distribution of books and papers follow the benediction. The
school retires in order, while the orchestra plays. The speaker said
he did not read the lesson with the school, but left that to be done in
the classes. The majority of the superintendents present did not
agree with this, but thought the lesson should be read in the general
school. The discussion seemed to favor, or at least admit, solo singing,
but was opposed to orchestral selections during the school session
proper ; to favor the opening prayer, two or three minutes in length,
being made by the superintendent, or sometimes by the assistant
superintendent. There should be an assistant superintendent—a
suitable lady would not be objectionable.

Other points emphasized were : The superintendent should have a
programme prepared before coming to the school, a written one. It
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should contain praise, prayer, instruction, business. The programme
should be varied for each Sunday, the curiosity of the boys and girls
as to the programme helping to keep their attention. There was a
difference of opinion on this point, some advocating a regular order of
exercise, leaving room for variation in the different items.

The Conference here adjourned to meet at 1.15 p.m.

On resuming the session, Mr. Morris, Hamilton, took the chair.
For the guidance of discussion the following list of questions had been
placed on the blackboard, viz.: 1. Do you hold public review ? 2. Do
you hold weekly teachers’ meetings? 3. Is it ever wise to dismiss a
scholar 7 4. Do you need to coax people to become teachers? 5. Do
you allow unconverted teachers? 6. Have you a Normal class?
7. How many intermediate scholars should form a class? 8. Do you
look over records weekly? 9. Have you a Visitation Committee !
10. How do you select teachers!

The discussion was full of point and life, and showed the earnest-
ness and interest of these devoted men in their work.

(1) Many had come to the conclusion that the private review by
teachers with their classes produced better results. But when held,
the geographical, topical, historical and doctrinal features might be
set forth: an occasional Evangelistic and an occasional Exhibition
Sunday given, and a Parents’ day.

(2) A weekly meeting seemed to be much preferred. Programme
should be arranged for its direction, and leaders varied. Much favor
greeted the report of a teachers’ tea at 6.30, followed by the meeting
from 7 to 7.4D before prayer-meeting.

(3) Awakened most earnest discussion and called out many touching
facts. In one case expulsion had produced good results to the gchool.
The prevailing sentiment was, never expel. Suggestions were : Send-
ing records home ; letting scholars expel themselves ; writing to the
boys themselves ; visiting the homes ; wiser grouping, etc.

(4) This partially covered No. 10. But it should be noted that
the earnest solicitation for the superintendents to join the Convention
group to be photographed at this hour, was met by 2 unanimous vote
to remain in session, esteeming the business of the hour worth more
than a photograph of themselves in convention. Suggestions were
made for the Sabbath School Committee of Christian Endeavour to
form a recruiting staff for teachers. A tribute was paid to the great
faithfulness of teachers as a rule. One superintendent keeps a private
teachers’ record, marking the absent teachers who provide a substitute
«A,” for absent ; if no substitute, an **N” for neglect ; and reports
quarterly. High encomiums were paid to the Normal work as a
preparation for teachers.

(5) This number was called when the session was required to close
for the full Convention session in the audience room.
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BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS.

« How BEST TO SECURE C0-OPERATION OF MEMBERS IN THE

LessoN Stupy.”
By H. W. Foster, Villa Nova.
SUMMARY :

1. Mutual interest and sympathy on the part of both leader and
members in temporal as well as spiritual things.

2. Impress the importance of having a knowledge of the Bible.
How much we are indebted to it.

3. Leader to be so filled with the lesson that the class know he has
spent much time upon it.

4. Leader to know who among the members have studied the
lesson. Make opportunities both then and during the week to speak
of it and of the lesson generally.

5. Give class a few questions on next lesson to be answered next
meeting, speaking privately to individuals to lead in answer.

6. Spend a few minutes in preview.

7. Have small blank report for member to fill at home.

8. Constant and earnest supplication that the Holy Spirit may do
His work.

«Tue BisLeE Crass 1y RenaTioNn 1o THE Furure TEACHING STAFF.”
By A. S. Macgregor, London.

It is important that persons who undertake to teach in our Sabbath
Schools should not only be well grounded in the Word, but they
should be taught in some way how to place it before others. Where
should we expect to get persons best fitted for the work ? The Bible
class should supply them. Its members have passed through all the
grades of the school ; we should look to them to carry on the work
for others. The ability of the Bible class to supply efficient teachers
depends largely upon the kind of teaching donein it. In Bible class
teaching we should endeavor to take up the passage of Scripture in
such a way as to give the class a grasp of the great truth running
through it.

Some faults in teaching are: (1) spiritualizing of passages and
imaginary teaching, (2) taking passages away from their context and
explaining them in an isolated position.

In teaching a Bible class we should take up the lesson as a piece
of literature. In doing so we must take into account the character
of the writer, the condition and character of those to whom he
wrote, the peculiarities of the times and the end for which he wrote.
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If we follow along these lines we will have little difticulty in securing
the interest of the class and obtaining answers to judicious ques.
tions, and we will stimulate a spirit of research in the pupils. The
great work in Bible class teaching is to lead young people to think
for thewselves along healthful lines.  Old truths should be presented
in a new way so as to stimulate thought. If the teacher is able
to draw, infuse and enthuse, the members of the class will catch
the spirit, and in time go forth thus equipped to feed the lambs of
the flock.

COUNTY, CITY AND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS.

W. H. KEkr, of Brussels, addressed the Conference on “ Why
are Three-fourths of Our Townships Unorganized !” The following
reasons were given, viz. (1) Because we often begin at the Provincial
instead of the local association. (2) For want of system and acquaint-
ance with plans of organization, as exemplified successfully in political
circles. (3) Indifference to the fact of the brotherhood of Christian
workers in adjoining schools. (4) Want of enthusiasm in our work
and want of concentration by amalgamation of Sabbath Schools and
young people’s associations. A helpful discussion followed.

H. J. B. Leapray, of Guelph, introduced the topic,

“« DENOMINATIONAL SABBATH ScHOOL Co0-OPERATION IN CITIES :
pow BesT ProMoTED,”

as follows : Sabbath School associations, provincial and local, can do
much—(1) By creating and developing an esprit de corps amongst Sab-
bath School workers—that strong, pleasant feeling which makes those
connected with an association realize that they are ‘“‘in it”, that
strong influence which makes outsiders realize that they are “mnot in
it.” but which makes them feel that they would like to be *‘in u.”
(2) By being so useful and helpful that outsiders cannot aflord to
remain outside. (3) By friendly, :lppreciative visitation.

Individual Sabbath Schools can do much by manifesting an unselfish,
co-operative spirit. For instance : (1) A superintendent learns that
a scholar has come to his school whose parents worship at another
church. It would be an act of courtesy on his part to inform the
Sabbath School superintendent of that church. (2) A scholar, accus-
tomed at home to have all his own way, comes in contact with a firm,
conscientious Sabbath School teacher, who insists upon obedience to
authority and due consideration for the rights of other scholars.
His pride is touched ; he becomes offended, and leaves the school.
He should learn at the hands of every other Sabbath School in the
city that he cannot enter without bringing his credentials with him.
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As an indirect aid to Sabbath School co-operation, or rather as a
roper condition for it, there must be co-operation in the work of the
Church of Christ as a whole. The division of the Church into
denominations, the division of the Church into Sabbath Schools,
C. E. Societies, W.C.T. U.s, Y. M.C. A.s, etc,, may be very good
for purposes of drill and instruction ; but unless her forces can unite
and co-operate in a practical manner, her power for aggressive action
will not amount to much.

Wanted, a regiment of men unbothered with denominational inter-
ests, or individual Church interests, or the interests of any individual
society in the Church—men who can marshal the forces of the entire
Church into a united, well-sustained evangelistic effort which will
reach all denominations and all outsiders. This would cultivate an
interdenominational spirit which would be helpful to Sabbath School
co-operation.

The aim of Sabbath School workers in Ontario, as already stated,
means practically the evangelization, sooner or later, of the entire
Province. This end cannot be accomplished by Sabbath School
workers alone. We need the entire Church.

One point emphasized in the discussion was, Sabbath School visita-
tion by members of different denominations is one of the best means
of creating a friendly spirit.

SECRETARIES AND LIBRARTANS.
The Rev. J. R. BELL, Laurel, introduced the question :

« How CaN A Taste For HEALTHY LITERATURE BE CULTIVATED
IN OUR SCHOLARS?”

The following are some of the points emphasized :

In this age of cheap literature much is written that has a most
pernicious influence, especially among the young. The cheap novel
with flaming cover meets us everywhere. Children are naturally
attracted by the gaudy cover and sensational title. To combat this
state of aflairs we must begin in the home, which is God’s first and
most sacred institution. FEarly home influences are strongest and
most lasting. Urge from pulpit and platform pure literature in the
home. Guard the home most sacredly.

In a country home give the young people a good local newspaper, a
good city paper, one or more good magazines, and always the Church
paper, and encourage them to read them. Take no paper because it
is cheap, but be sure it is right on all moral and religious questions.
Then as to the books to be read in the home, next to the Bible I
would place works of biography; also missionary literature and
history.
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How can we best influence our scholars in the Sabbath School ? By
impressing on their minds the great importance of storing the
memory with knowledge that will be helpful in after-life; not so
much by crying down the bad, as by holdiag up the good. Seek to
impress the scholars with high ideals, and give such suggestions as
will help them in their choice of good books. Opportunities will often
present themselves in the teaching of the regular Sabbath School
lesson for introducing the subject of good literature.

In selecting the library much can be done to cultivate a taste for
healthy literature. We often find our libraries stocked with books of
a very questionable kind. Many books are selected because of
cheapness or because of a “taking” name without any knowledge of
their contents. In the selection of a library, men of wide reading,
cultivated minds and consecrated hearts, should be employed, and the
catalogues of the best publishers examined.

See that our Sabbath School libraries are well supplied with
missionary literature. We must make the young people acquainted
with what the Churéh is doing in our mission fields.

Church workers should use their influence to secure literature of
an instructive and healthy kind in our Public libraries and reading
rooms,

The conversion of the child should be the first thing sought for by
the faithful teacher. Then use all legitimate means to direct the
youthful mind into pure channels, aided by the best literature.

In the discussion which followed this paper the need of careful
selection of a library was emphasized. No books should be put in
until they have been carefully perused by a thoroughly practical
committee. The librarian should be a most cultured person, mentally
and spiritually.

C. E. CowLey, London, then gave a paper on

«Waar 18 THE TRUE VALUE OF SABBATH SCHOOL RECORDS, AND
oF THE SECRETARY WHo NEecLecrs Tuem ?”

The following is a synopsis :

The realm of record ought to receive as much attention in the
Sabbath School as it does in the world of business. 1In order to find
out the true value of Sabbath School records it would be well for us
to inquire the objects for which a Sabbath School exists and the con-
stituent elements which go to make up its success. The object is to
guide the young to the Saviour and to impart a knowledge of the
Scripture whizh will enable them to lead useful and consistent
Christian lives.

Among the necessary elements which go to make up the successful
school, are a consecrated staff of officers and teachers, good organiza-
tion and thorough discipline. The keeping of records has a direct
bearing on these last mentioned. It is impossible to maintain discip-
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line in a school where pupils come late or attend irregularly. Let a
pupil know that being present on time every Sunday means something
and that the fact is carefully noted in the class-book, he will naturally
desire a good record and will make a special effort to be present on
time each Sunday.

Sabbath School records are also valuable factors in interesting the
scholars in the school. It is the nature of a boy to want to belong to
the best thing going, whether it be a base-ball club or a Sabbath
School. Induce him, to take a pride in the Sabbath School and make
him feel that he is an important factor in it.

We must first interest our boy, and in order to do so we must give
How are we to do this? Mark his attendance,
punctuality, collection, verse, the bringing of his Bible, etc.; then
when he has a full percentage of marks, let his namé be placed upon
the honor roll. Keep track of the class record in the same way
place it on the honor roll in order of merit, and then you have sup-
plied a double incentive to the boy.

Record-keeping is of the utmost importance in the matter of collec-
tions. A scholar having promised to give a definite amount, and
knowing a record of it is kept from week to week, is not likely to
forget his collection, or if he does, will feel that he is in debt to the
Sabbath School, and will bring a double amount the following Sab-
bath. Several schools which have adopted the method of recording
the individual contributions of their members, have had their collec
tions increased, some fifty, some sixty and some a hundredfold. In
one school the collection increased over 200 per cent. after adopting
the method. The keeping of records has proven to be a great stimulus
in the bringing of Bibles to the school. One of the provisions neces-
sary to qualify as a ‘perfect class” should be that each member
shall have brought his own Bible.

Now, with regard to records themselves. First, as to the class-book.
A class-book, to be of any use, must be kept accurately, and should
be simple in plan. The trouble with many class-books is that they
are too complicated, and with others that they are too meagre, not
providing for many important things which should be recorded. The
modz] class-book should be provided with space for name and address
of teacher and scholar, a separate column for marking each item
intended to be recorded, such as attendance, punctuality, verse, con-
tribution, Bible, etc. ; a monthly, quarterly and yearly summary, and
extra columns for recording new scholars, scholars left school, etc.

No one should undertake the responsible duties of a Sabbath School
secretary who is not prepared to devote both time and patience to the
work.

The school record book ought to be arranged so that a separate
page may be devoted to each class, showing at a glance the weekly,
monthly, quarterly and yearly record. The entries in this book are,
of course, posted from the secretary’s weekly report form, and it is

him an incentive,.
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ruled to correspond with the class book, or printed envelope, where
such is in use, with extra columns showing the average attendance,
percentage, etc., and, if desired, the average contribution of each
member.

Besides the record books, already referred to, there are, of
course, many other accessories which may be classed under the
head of records. There is the secretary’s weekly report form, con-
taining the record for the Sabbath. This report should be compara-
tive, giving the increase or decrease in attendance and collection over
corresponding period of the previous year. A summary of this report
should be read or written on blackboard at the close of each session.
Where the envelope system is used the work of making out the report
is greatly facilitated. These envelopes should be handed to the teachers
as they enter the school. A good plan is to have a cabinet erected
at a point convenient for the teachers to pass as they enter. This
cabinet should contain numbered sections, representing every class in
the school. Fach of these sections should contain a large, strong,
stiff manilla envelope, in which is placed the teacher’s class-book,
order of service, writing pad, lead pencil and any other necessary
supplies for teacher or class. This envelope the teacher receives on
entering the room, and returns at the close of the school.

Vacation cards have been found to be successful in inducing
scholars to attend Sabbath School while on their holidays. These
cards are returned to the home school, and the attendance credited on
class-book, thus entitling the holder to a place on the honor roll, if
the record of the quarter is otherwise complete.

Some schools send quarterly individual reports to the parents of
each scholar, showing how many times prompt, how many times late,
how many times absent, how many well, fair and poor recited lessons,
how many contributions, etc.

I have, in connection with my own work, a little book, I call it
my book of handy records. By means of it, I can tell at a glance the
attendance and collection for any Sunday in a month, and the average
attendance and collection for that month, extending back as far as
our records go.

As to the latter part of our topic—*The Value of the Secretary
who Neglects Them ”—I have only to say that he is worse than use-
less, he is a positive hindrance to the progress of the school. Accur-
acy ought to be the first aim of the Secretary. Better keep small,
unpretentious records, and have them accurate, than more com-
prehensive ones carelessly gotten out.

Samples of record books, printed cards, etc., used by Sabbath School
secretaries, were exhibited at this conference.
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PRIMARY CONFERENCE.

Miss Mary F. Husgr, of Louisville, Ky., presided. She advo-
cated the use of Church tunes with words suitable for the Primary
class. Some such hymns were sung.

Mrs. StantoN, of Toronto, illustrated blackboard work. She said:
Don’t be elaborate in your drawing. Illustrate simple objects.
Practise drawing straight lines vertically, then horizontally. Use the
chalk broadside to make the marks clear. Make oblique lines, curves
and slants. Illustrations of Abraham preparing to sacrifice Isaac,
The Deluge, 23rd Psalm, etc., were drawn.

“CHILD CHARACTER.”

G. H. ArcriBaLp, of Montreal, said: We must know the lesson
and our plan. Study out the point you are going to teach, and
put aside nine-tenths of the lesson. The principal part is usually
around the Golden Text. Begin at the point of contact or you will
never gain attention. End at a point of contact. Go from the
known to the unknown by a comparison, an illustration, then the
practical application. Who is going to point to Jesus this week ?
That is the point. “Tam.” How are you going to doit? Let all
your lessons touch the child’s life. Let us note down some character-
istics of the child that you have observed. (Love, Activity, Curiosity,
Observation, Fear, Sensitiveness.) What is the good of Love? (To
open the door to the child’s heart.) How are you going to use it !
(It gives us a point of contact.) The child understands your love.
[f a child loves you he will depend on what you say. (You can’t do
much with a child unless you gain his love.) What can you do when
you gain their love? (Lead their love out towards Christ.) How is
that love going to be shown in the child’s life? How is love shown
as a matter of fact? (By the child putting his arms around you and
saying, “ Oh, I love you.”) What does the wise Primary teacher do !
Love obeys. That is the use of the love characteristicc. When the
child tells you he loves you, turn that love into action. Say as the
Saviour says, “If ye love me keep my words.” Activity—What are
you going to do with those active boys? (Direct their activity into
the right channel.) The most common mistake we are making is in
trying to break the will. Emerson said, the stronger the will of the
child the stronger the barrier between the child and evil. How are
you going to keep your children busy? (Let them hold the chalk,
point out places on the map, clean the blackboard.) Did you ever
feel this way : “If I was only free of that boy I would have a pretty
fair class!” Well, rather than put that boy away, put the rest
away. We must direct his energy into the right channel. It is not
“Don’t do this,” and “Don’t do that.” “Thee must say do one hundred
times to once thou sayest don’t,” the old Quaker says. What would

5
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I do with a boy who persists in telling lies? Our punishments must
be retributive and not arbitrary. Curiosity is one of the most
precious helps that the Primary teacher has. Unless you learn to
use that characteristic you are losing a mighty lever. (Illustrating
the Pharisee and the Publican, by exciting curiosity to see what was
inside a heart made of paper, from which was slowly drawn out a
big I.) Never use a heart unless the child understands that it repre-
sents the will, the life, the do as-I-please. There is much harm being
done by developing self-consciousness in children, at Sabbath School
concerts, etc. Let five or six children take part at once.

Miss MaRry Louisa ButLEr, of Chicago, spoke of work among
mothers. You must know not only the child, but the child’s mother.
You cannot use the activity of the boy until you know that boy in
his home, know his mother, know of the trials and pleasures the
mother has in that boy or that girl. One way to know the mother is
by calling ; another is to have the mothers meet in conferences and
This should be a very important adjunct to
every teacher’s work. In meeting the mothers you must have some-
thing of common interest to them all. There are two classes of
mothers that are very hard to reach—the ignorant poor mothers and
the ignorant rich mothers. I think of the two the latter are more
difficult, but you can reach them. Take the average mother. Get
them to come to your schoolroom where you have your meetings on
Sunday, that they may have a little of the atmosphere that you have
there. Have a gathering of your mothers before Christmas. One
teacher had the songs that the children were going to sing for Christ-
mas, and the songs they were singing in the school, put on paper
with a typewriter ; she had a professor of music come there to teach
those songs to the mothers ; she had the poor mothers and the rich
mothers. They had that beautiful time for singing and had some
simple refreshments afterwards. That was the opening wedge for
something deeper and more lasting to follow. Then in January get
them to come for another meeting. You don’t want to discuss books
at first. Discuss the mothers’ own lives—their childhood. Every
mother can tell you something that happened in her childhood that
was of interest to her. She may tell the things that pained and
troubled her, or she will tell you the things that she enjoyed. That
will help you in getting these mothers at the next meeting to talk
about their children’s lives, That will help you to reach the chil-
dren. There you have topics for three meetings, and topics that can
be discussed without any expense. Then have the mothers discuss
together their children’s playmates. I wonder how many mothers
know their children’s playmates—know what they are talking about,
and what the children play ? Then discuss the matter of the children
in the schools. How many mothers visit the Public Schools? How

mothers’ meetings.

many visit the Primary schools? How many call upon the teacher !
Get the mothers to discuss the children’s teachers ; what they know
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about their spiritual and moral life. If the teachers in the schools
are found to be such that the children cannot be entrusted to them,
I should say the resignation of those teachers is in order. We who
know the children will see what can help the mothers. We know a
good many things about children that some mothers don’t know.
When you get sociability promoted and confidence established, you
have time for more serious conferences over books and things of that
kind. There is one book I want to recommend to all teachers, writ-
ten by Mr. James L. Hughes, of Toronto--‘ Froebel’'s Educational
Laws for all Teachers ”—and I wish he would add,  for all mothers.”
[f you read that book it will lead you to study * Froebel's Mother-
play.”

Mrs. WoopwortH, of Buffalo, conducted a quiz class :

(). Would you use a sand map in preference to the blackboard ?
A. No; T would use both in their place. Sometimes a sand map
will answer better than a blackboard, and sometimes otherwise. Do
not use too many things.

(). Does not giving the children something to do make them self-
conscious? 4. Try to bring a number of children into prominence
rather than to bring one,

(. What would you do with a boy who persists in standing up and
walking out in the midst of the lesson? 4. I would make that lesson
so interesting that he would not want to go out of the room.

(). What would you do with very young children ! 4. I would
have a kindergarten class for them if possible. You can’t give the
same food to a baby as to a nine-year-old.

(. What do you mean by a kindergarten? 4. A Sunday School
kindergarten, having the children of kindergarten age in a class by
themselves,

(. How old should they be in that department ?
those under six.

¢. Should one be able to talk and chalk at the same time?
A. Yes, in most cases.

¢. What do you think about offering prizes in a Sunday School
class for good conduct and verse recitation ?

Mrs. CraFTs was requested to answer. She said: “I don’t believe
in ever offering a prize for doing duty. (Applause.) I would never
offer a prize for verse learning or anything that the child should do,
and I would never offer any prize that only one child could gain. An
unexpected reward is a good deal better than a prize.

@, If some of the bigger boys will not be interested in the black-
board, and write and play tricks behind your back, is the fault yours,
and how remedied ? 4. The teachers must blame themselves every
time for inattention in their classes, It is very hard if you have
an undivided class where the ages range from very young children
up to ten years, for while you are doing something that is very
simple to interest the small child, the big boy thinks it is alto-

A. 1 should say
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gether too babyish for him, and very likely will get into mischief. ]
prefer on that account to subdivide the class.

(. Should the Scripture lesson be read in the class. 4. No.

Q. Not at all? 4. I mean not as a general exercise, supposing it
to take up the entire Scripture lesson. The Bible should be in
the hand of the teacher and should be referred to frequently, read
ing out that little passage that you are going to use, or that beauti
ful verse that you wish to impress.

(. Have you a class in mind who do not meet at the opening
exercise of the school, and there hear the lesson read? 4. Yes.

Q. Do you set a certain age for promotion from infant class, or does
it depend on development? 4. We can do better with them by
making age the limit, unless the teacher will study her scholars
individually. Often one scholar is very much more developed than
another.

(. Which is best, to introduce the day’s lesson by a review of last
week’s lesson and connect it, or take a mnew point of contact’
A. 1 should prefer always to review the lesson, because where we
have one thought for the quarter we certainly must have left that
lesson somewhere where we can connect it with the point of con-
tact that we are going to start with.

Q. What is your idea of a point of contact? A. Something that
the child knows about ; something that is familiar to the mind ; some
thing that touches its life—the child plane.

Q. Where will you look for a point of contact in children under
six or seven years of age?! What kind of an illustration or a
thought —on the home, or the school, or the play? What
do you find is the best field for getting your point of contact !
A. All these things can be used. Some thought of the home life,
some thought of their play, nature thoughts, asking the child what he
has seen to-day, trying to get the mood of the child for the day. It
varies so much that we can’t always say beforehand which thought
we will take. Children always love a flower or a leaf ; anything that
appeals to the child may be a point of contact.

Q. What would you advise where a school has passed a resolution
to grade scholars according to age, and teachers and older scholars
oppose it? 4. Probably the matter has been sprung upon the school
without enough consideration. The advantages of a graded school
should be explained, and if it is wisely done all the teachers and
older scholars can be brought to see the advantage of such a course.

Q. How old should a child be when admitted to the Primary class’
A. The age is not limited either up or down. A child cannot be
brought in too young; in the mother’s arms is a very good age to
begin.

(. The mothers would make a convenience of you! 4.1 don't
care if they do. I think we would be helping the mothers if we
did not do very much good to the child.
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@. What would you do with very active boys who, the moment
your eye is off, slip down on the floor or annoy the others? 4. If
the air is vitiated you nor I cannot be quiet. Maybe one of
those boys does not hear or see well. In one case that was investi-
gated it was found that the boy was badly troubled with astigmatism
of the eyes. In another case, where a boy turned around to the
boys behind, it was found he did not hear, and wanted to catch from
the other boys what had been said.

(. Would you always let the irrepressible boy have all he could do,
or save some things for the shy child to do? 4. Obh, bring out the
shy child ; put your mother arm around it and try to bring it out.
There is sometimes more in silence than in a noise. We must make
the children think. Thinking, above all things, is the method of
keeping the children busy.

(). What would you do if you had no separate room? 4. As
Mrs. Crafts says, there are always four corners to a room. I
would just have one of those corners screened off, and I would have
my class back there. I would not have them out in the main room.

Q. Which corner would you take? A. Take the one farthest
away from everybody, and the sunniest corner and the best corner,
and then work right out from that for the very best place in the whole
building.

Q. Suppose there are more classes than corners?
would ask some other class to get out of my corner.

(. Which do you think comes into closer contact with the children,
a young teacher or one of more mature years? A. Oh, it depends on
the teacher; it doesn’t make any difference whether you are sweet
sixteen or sweet eighty. If you have that spirit that Christ desires
you to have, that love for His little ones and for their good and for
His glory, you are the best teacher for that class whether you are
sixteen or sixty.

(). What is the youngest teacher you know of in charge of a class
A. 1 know teachers as young as sixteen years of age.

Mrs. CraFTs—I know one thirteen who is doing good work.

Mr. ArcaiBALD—I know one thirteen.

After singing the doxology, Mrs. Crafts closed the meeting with
prayer.

SECOND CONFERENCE OF PRIMARY WORKERS.

4. Well, 1

A second conference of Primary Workers was held at 8.30 on
Friday morning.

A paper, “In What Way may the Children Assist in the Primary
Session ? ” written by Miss Parkins, of London, was presented. The
following are some of the points: They may be used in looking up
absent scholars, and in doing *“ home mission” work. One may also
take up the collection, another distribute papers, etc. Let them
commit to memory many verses from the Bible. Get them to ask
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questions; let them sing some motion songs (“‘Songs and Study for
God’s Little Ones ” recommended). Let the older children sit beside
smaller ones and feel that they are responsible for the behaviour of the
little ones. Allow them to assist the teacher in every possible way,
trying to impress the thought that they should do everything from
love to Jesus. Teach them to pray.

A discussion followed this paper. The following plan was sug
gested : Sometimes allow the children to draw on the board to
illustrate the lesson ; they can make strokes, crosses, circles, squares,
ete.

“ How to Develop Reverence in the Class” was discussed. The
voice and manner of the teacher has much to do with developing
reverence in the children. The reason for reverence should be rev-
erently explained ; quietness should be commended. They should be
led to feel that they are in the presence of God. Before prayer wait
quietly till there is perfect silence. Some suggested that pictures
illustrating reverence might be shown and explained ; that children
may be asked to kneel during prayer; that there be several short
prayers during the session.

Some of the Primary appliances shown in the exhibit-room were
again shown and explained. A lap blackboard and teachers’ bag
were recommended—the bag for carrying chalk, eraser, class-book,
collection envelope, paper, etc. A class-room rack for exhibiting
picture roll, hymn roll and blackboard was recommended.

REPORTS FROM PRIMARY UNIONS,

Peterboro’—In February, 1897, a county Union was organized—
Mrs. J. W. Garvin, Peterboro’, Superintendent, and a vice-president
appointed in each township. A Union was at the same time organ-
ized in Peterboro’ town—President, Mrs. VanEvery ; Vice-President,
Miss Sanderson ; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Aldridge. This Union
meets weekly and is doing good work.

Lakefield—A Union of Primary and Junior teachers was formed
in April, 1897—President, Miss M. White ; Vice-President, Miss
L. Quinn ; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss N. V. Cox. The membership
is twenty ; a number of visitors have also attended. The meetings
are held fortnightly ; the lesson is taught, and a short paper given or
a discussion on methods. -

Otonabee Township—In September, 1897, a township Union was
formed—Mers. (Dr.) Harrison, Keene, Superintendent. No further
report has been received.

Brantford —Miss S. Brown, President. This is the oldest Union
in Ontario. The President reports that it is not so active as it onc:
was, but it is to be hoped that it may “renew its youth” and its
usefulness.

Ottawa—A Union was organized in December, 1896, in connection
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with a general Normal class—President, Mrs. Taggart, 42 Elm Street
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Sproule, 185 Bay Street. They hope this
winter to have a separate organization devoted entirely to Primary
work.

St. Catharines—President, Mrs. Riddle ; Corresponding Secretary,
Miss Fee. Seventeen members. Meetings held every Tuesday even
ing at 7.4 at the home of the President. An open meeting was
held, to which pastors, superintendents and their wives were invited.
Over fifty were present. Short addresses were given, as well as
the regular programme—prayer, hymns, teaching of lesson, discussion.
Refreshments were served.

Hamilton—President, Miss Mitchell ; Corresponding Secretary,
Miss Soutar, 15 Hess Street South. Meetings held every Friday
evening in Gore Street Methodist Sabbath School. Membership
twenty. Lesson taught by members in turn, as to their own classes,
prayer, hymns, discussion. A portion of “ Beckonings from Little
Hands ” is read each evening.

Guelph—There is a Union which meets once a month, but they do
not report to the Provincial Association.

London—President, Mrs. R. W. Sharpe, 246 Oxford Street :
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Parkins, 119 Dundas Street. Meets every
Friday evening at eight o'clock. The lesson is taught by different
teachers, a topic discussed, and a reading bearing on the work.

West Durham County—In May, 1897, Miss Veale, Bowmanville,
was appointed Superintendent of Primary work for the county. A
small Union was formed in Bowmanville. President, Miss J. Gale ;
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Shirley Morrison.

West York County.—In February, 1897, Mrs. Abbott, 36 Louisa
Street, Toronto Junction, was appointed Primary Superintendent for
the county. Sixtyfive copies of “Primary Leaflet No. I.” were
sent out ; fifty-three letters sent urging Primary teachers to greater
effort in this department ; twelve personal visits were made ; fifteen
postals written.

Toronto Junction—The Primary teachers of Toronto Junction
and neighborhood met at Mrs. Abbott’s house on October 4th, 1897.
A number of ladies from the Toronto Primary Union met with
them, and a Union was organized for Toronto Junction, Weston and
Davenport.

Toronto—President, Miss Edith Readman, 287 Palmerston Avenue;
Corresponding Secretary, Mr. O. B. Stanton, 222 Sherbourne Street.
Meets every Tuesday at 7.45. Programmes may be had on appli-
cation to the Secretary.

PRIMARY EXHIBITS.

Primary appliances were shown in a room in the Sabbath School
building of Centenary Church. Many visitors took notes of home-
made and other articles, copied words of hymns, etc. Each year
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brings increased interest in these exhibits, and many inquiries about
the proper use of appliances and “tools” for Primary and Junior
teachers. The samples of periodicals, pamphlets and books on the
tables were suggestive as to where to gain further information on this
and other departments of Primary and Junior work.

The Hamilton Primary Union greatly assisted the Exhibit Com-
mittee.

Nores.

A number of replies to * Primary Leaflet No. I.” have been received.
The great need of the teachers seems to be a course of reading upon
child nature, better accommodation for their classes, and more co-
operation and sympathy on the part of mothers,

It is suggested that every Primary Union should form a circulating
library for Primary and Junior teachers and mothers. Where there
is a Primary Superintendent for the county, such library might be
put in her charge.

The Sabbath School Association of Ontario recommends that Unions
be formed in cities, towns and townships.

For information in regard to the work address,

Miss Jessie A. Munro, Cor.-Sec.,
25 Manning Arcade, Toronto.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 28th.
Devotional service was conducted by Rev. J. L. GiLmour, M. A,

“How cAN W HELP THE NEWER AND SPARSELY SETTLED DISTRICTS
oF THE PRovixce?”

By Eux-President, H. P. Moore, Acton.

In an impressive address at the International Convention at Boston,
Colonel Robert Cowden, of Dayton, Ohio, prefaced his remarks with
this sentence : “Go teach ;” ““Go preach ;” “ Feed my sheep ;” “Feed
my lambs,” These are the earnest words of our Divine Lord and
Master to us as Sabbath School workers. God’s method of saving
men is through saved men.

The Lord Jesus Christ, when about to leave the scenes and com-
panions of His earthly life for His heavenly throne, himself in
person delivers the first great missionary commission to the first band
of missionary workers in the Christian era: “Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Wherever man had
gone Christ bade them go, bearing the news of salvation.
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¥ The Sabbath School is everywhere related to missions.
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: The same

Ireligious impulse that led to the organization of missionary societies

¥or the purpose of evangelizing the heathen nations of the world,

Youbtless prompted more specific and earnest efforts among Christian

;qwople for the religious training and salvation of the children at

Jiome, especially of the children of the neglected poor. We find

%o-day that those Christian communities most deeply interested and

hetive in foreign missionary work, are also diligent and earnest in

itheir efforts to cultivate the home fields.

The Sabbath School has always been a most successful missionary
‘pioneer. The order of progress and extension is usually this: A
Nabbath School is organized in a neighborhood heretofore devoid of
lany religious services, and a few persons are persuaded to act as
iteachers. They soon become deeply interested in the work, the
scholars are pleased and carry home to their parents and families the
Sinterest and enthusiasm inspired by the school, and thus the attention
of the whole community is in time attracted to the new enterprise.
"The Word of God is read and studied, and as a result nearly always
httending this, a religious interest is awakened, the services of a
Christian minister are sought, regular preaching is established, and a
church is founded. And this is the manner in which the Sabbath
School becomes a pioneer missionary in the home field.

As a missionary organization—individually and through this
nssociation—the Sabbath School has already done a great work in
festablishing and maintaining schools in destitute localities and in
Yemote sections, where, as stated before, it has kindled the first Gospel
Jight and furnished the means for the instruction of the neglected
bnes. But never was the Sabbath School so fully alive to the
jmportance of works of this helpful character as it is to-day. It is
beginning to thoroughly appreciate the great truths : the educational
nfluence of sending the Gospel to others, and encouraging the lonely
Sworkers in their work ; and secondly, the great privilege of being
%o-workers with God in the advancement of His kingdom. As
¥ vidence of this we have only to look around us.

! Then we have evidence of an awakened interest in this work as it
uffects the home and foreign fields, in the increasing contributions of
he Sabbath Schools in our churches generally. The past few years
iave witnessed marked advance in this direction, and hundreds of

%chools which until lately, expended almost their entire income upon

themselves, are to-day devoting very considerable amounts and a good

leal of energy to the cause of missions.

The simple and oft-told story of the Earl of Cairns aptly illustrates
this: In Belfast there was a little boy, a chimney sweep, who
happened to be attracted to missions at the Sabbath School he
wttended, and contributed to a mission box the sum of twopence—
onsiderable for a chimney sweep. One afternoon a companion met
ﬂ\iln going along the street in an unusual condition. His hands and
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face were clean and he was dressed in very good clothes. The friend
said, “ Hello! where are you going!” “ Oh,” said he, “ I'm going to
a missionary meeting.” *What are you going there for?” * Why!’
said the sweep, ‘“you see, I have become a sort of partner in the
concern and am going to see how the business is getting on.”

This Sabbath School Association of Ontario has become a partner
in this great concern, and it behooves us here and now to consider,
not only how the business is getting on, but how best we can continue
successful work for God in this direction.

Some of you doubtless remember how the Convention at Brantford
in 1890 was thrilled with the recital of the experiences of our General
Secretary and Rev. Dr. Abraham, of Burlington, during the first
missionary tour, under the auspices of the Association, through the
thinly settled districts of Northern and North-Western Ontario. How
the isolated brothers and sisters, in their noble effort to sustain
Sabbath Schools amid untold difticulties, were cheered and encouraged
by the visits of these godly men, and helped in having their pressing
wants temporarily supplied.

And you will remember further, that in the closing moments
of the same convention, after an inspiring address by Hon. S. H.
Blake upon the necessity of listening to the call, “There remaineth
yet much land to be possessed,” Miss Brown, of Brantford, said
to the Convention through Mr. Day, “I cannot give very much
for the work in the newer districts of the province, but I can give
myself for some time during the coming summer. I have summer
holidays, and will devote them to this work, if you will accept me
and place me where I can be of some use.” None who were pres-
ent have forgotten the thrill of inspiration and determination for
renewed zeal which swept over the Convention.

Other consecrated workers followed the worthy example referred
to, and at the Ottawa Convention the cheering reports of twelve
missionaries who had each spent two or three weeks upon the field
during the summer, were heard with gratitude to God. Again the
Convention was stirred ; again did it respond. The following sum-
mer saw a renewal of this important and effective work, resulting
in its influence in inspiring the Convention at Guelph as no meet-
ing of the Association had hitherto been touched.

At the conclusion of the reports of the missionaries of that meet-
ing, a member of the Executive arose to say.: “From the testimony
we have heard from these gentlemen, we feel that they have heen
engaged in truly apostolic work in bringing glad tidings to these
people. It is like Peter going to Cornelius. I think that we should
pass a resolution tendering to these brethren our heartfelt thanks

for their labors, and that we pledge ourselves to proceed with the
good work.” The resolution was carried with applause.

Nevertheless this was the last year, until the present, that the
Association sent missionary workers into the outlying districts. In
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this, I fear, we betrayed the trust reposed in us to some extent.
Let us consider how we may best help those who need our assist-
ance. In order to arrive at intelligent conclusions, and acting upon
the principle that “in the multitude of counsellors there is safety,”
T addressed a couple of weeks ago thirty-five circular letters to as
many workers of experience in the sparsely settled districts throughout
the province, from Thunder Bay to Iroquois, requesting their opin-
ions upon the point at issue, as gleaned from experience and obser-
vation. So great was the interest manifested in the matter that
nearly every one of these has replied, and the opinions expressed,
though in many respects coincident, have been most helpful in pre-
paring the following summary. One of our first missionaries who
has been over the field two or three times, says :

1. The plan of a few years ago should be repeated, viz., Sabbath
School missionaries shouid be sent during the summer months to
visit every school, then follow that visit by a convention at some
central point where the Sabbath School workers may gather. By
the inspiration of the visit to the school, and the attendance upon
the convention, much enthusiasm will be aroused for Sabbath School
work.

2. It has always seemed to me that it would be a blessed encour-
agement to the lone workers in those districts if the Provincial
Association could arrange to send them the Sunday School Times,
or the Evangel, or some other help for them in their work.

A worker in the East answers: “One way in which the Sabbath
School Association can help these Sabbath Schools would be to iet
Mr. Day do more of his work in those regions and less in the older
districts. Why should it be necessary for him to attend a conven-
tion in Acton or Burlington in your own county, where there is
more good material lying around that can be utilized ?”

An earnest worker on the field writes: “In my opinion the first
thing to be done is to awaken churches and Christians to the impor-
tance there is for effective Sabbath School work and Bible teaching.
Very few, indeed, even of those engaged in Sabbath Schools, are alive
to the imperative necessity for real, thorough, systematic teaching,
and for constant, faithful shepherding of the children and youth.
Other matters are important and necessary, viz., organization, appli-
ances, etc., but the above are my opinion and convictions after years
of experience and observation.”

A brother on the Quebec border of the province writes : “To my
mind there is no other way that will prove so effective and speedy to
reach the present and coming generations as through the Sabbath
School, and the best way to reach the Sabbath Schools is through the
provincial, county, city and township associations. 1t appears to me
that you are on the right course. I am glad the Association has
taken this matter up.”

An enthusiastic and practical worker says: “I favor the mission-
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ary work. 1. It is an expression of Christian sympathy with remote
brethren. 2. It brings to the solitary workers plans of organization
and up-to-date matter, and is very profitable. 3. It represents the
mind of the Master, ¢ Go ye.’”

Here is the reply of a mother in Israel upon whose heart rests
the burden of souls, and an anxiety for the good of the children of
her neighborhood : ““The Sabbath School Association can help us by
agsisting us in securing good healthy literature. 2. By visiting us
and showing us the best way to teach ; either come again yourself or
send a good substitute,”

An esteemed ex-president, who spent a month this year on the dis-
trict makes two suggestions: 1. We can help them by asking workers
who intend to spend their holidays in such districts to send their
names to the central committee, stating where they intend to be and
what work they will be willing to do. 2. By asking our corresponding
secretary to notify the workers in these districts that certain parties
will visit them, and will be willing to work.

The Secretary of the General Assembly’s Sabbath School Committee
gives the following practical outline for service :

I. The Church ideal in Scripture is ever that of a missionary
church. The Provincial Association is another Christian institution,
in narrower sphere, yet ideally the same, and must be missionary, for
the Master commands it ; the need is apparent ; the Macedonian cry
is already heard.

2. The methods of work. Stimulate interest by information con-
cerning fields, given at conventions, through periodicals, in pro-
vincial reports, through the public press. Give help—by gifts of
literature, by sending as many volunteer workers as are available,
by organizing a missionary department on some such lines as the
Normal department, by aiding weak associations to send one or two
delegates to the Provincial Association, not necessarily to speak
there, but to strengthen the connecting links,

The Treasurer of the Sabbath School Aid and Extension Fund of
the Methodist Church says: “The Sabbath School Association of
Ontario is already rendering valuable help to schools in the newer
districts through the visits of its invaluable Secretary, Mr. Day, and
by means of grants of books which he has been enabled to make.
From the history of the Sabbath School Aid Fund of our own Church,
I feel sure that few methods are more useful and more susceptible of
wide development. Many well-to-do schools in renewing their
libraries can send to Mr. Day their old ones, which are practically as
good as new for the poorer schools. We spend every year over
$2,000 in helping schools in poor and new localities, but seldom give
books, papers, bibles or periodicals outright, a superior plan we think
being to ask the schools to do something for themselves, paying, if
possible, one-half the cost of supplies received.”

A brother in the Ottawa Valley writes: “Let me recommend to
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vou what has been a success in our county. You are aware our
population is largely French, with a number of sparsely settled
Protestants. We had only two places in the county where we
thought the Convention could meet, and while we confined ourselves
to these we failed utterly in getting the outlying districts to attend
or in any way to become interested. Our Executive finally appointed
several deputations of our best workers to visit these sections and
bring the claims of our Association prominently before them. As a
result our Convention has been held for the past four years in the
smaller places of the county. We had to limit the delegation to
suit the capacity of the places, but we succeeded in creating an
interest by bringing the isolated workers not only in touch with the
county, but through the county, with the Provincial Association.”
Incidentally, Mr. President, this brother makes this plea, which
you will kindly take a note of : “Kindly try and send the next con
vention somewhere below Toronto, in order that we poor fellows from
the East may get an opportunity of attending. When it is held
above Toronto it is almost always beyond our reach.”
And now, in conclusion, I am glad to be able to present a few
words from our energetic General Secretary, as he came fresh from
the field we are so anxious to aid and encourage. He says: [n brief,
the missionary work, merely touched this year, was most soul-
inspiring, to the visitors at least, proving that so far from the previ
ous “sowing” being fruitless, as I feared, in consequence of the
interregnum, we found the most lively interest in our mission,
organizations even having stood except in one or two cases, affected
by death or removal, and in these the Sabbath School workers were
ripe for new organization, with bounding zeal in its purpose. I can-
not go into details, but take the case of St. Joseph’s Island, where a
vigorous organization was sustained, and officers re-elected last
January. The Island was thoroughly roused by our circulars and
visit, and on calling the roll of schools recorded four years ago, five
new schools were reported. We found them surprisingly alert as to
the advantages of Normal equipment, some of them following us after
the Convention to enroll names and inquire as to books, etc. At
Thessalon, so keen and intelligent was the interest in the Normal
exercise presented by Bro. Hamilton, that hardly an individual was
present but was taking copious notes. To this Convention there
came a superintendent who walked in and back, seventeen miles each
way, over Algoma roads, on purpose to reach the Convention. He
said forty of his scholars had been brought to Christ and into the
Church, and he was so impressed with the responsibility of their
soul-culture that he was glad to come at any sacrifice in hope of help.
He is a poor man and has no other way of coming but to walk. This
is surely Christian heroism for Christ’s sake.
One general deduction I would make from our visit, and that is
the need of a sufficient staff of workers to be sent each year to give
attention to individual villages and hamlets.
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And now I have touched upon the needs of the outlying districts,
have pointed out our duty, and privilege, and ability to supply the
necessary aid, and have given you a mass of opinions of experienced
workers as to how to accomplish the end desired. Shall we as an
association go up and possess the land ; shall we as counties, schools
and individuals uphold and support the Executive in taking such
action !

The day has come when we are to look out on broader lines
and consider practically the needs of those less favored than ourselves.
The years of the past decade have demonstrated the fact that the
Sabbath School is one of the grandest missionary agencies in the
world, and we need to impress upon our minds and hearts this
thought by the testimony of our observations and experience. To
achieve the success we desire in our association we must engage more
actively in this missionary enterprise.

Let the fruit of this convention appear in an aggressive onward
movement toward giving practical aid and encouragement to those
who need and will assuredly appreciate it. They will heartily wel-
come consecrated men and women who will give time and effort to
thus improve and extend the Sabbath School system, and our God
will abundantly prosper us and them.

Move forward ! each and every one,
The golden harvest is begun ;

Ye reapers, come from glen and glade
And wield the sickle’s glittering blade.

Move forward ! day will die full soon,
How quickly evening follows noon ;

Now is the time to work and pray,
Let glory crown the coming day.

RErorTs oF VISITORS TO THESE DISTRICTS DURING THE PAST
SUMMER.

WiLLiam HaminToN reported as follows :

Your Central Executive Committee having expressed a desire that
some one of its members should, sometime previous to this Convention,
undertake a tour through some of the more sparsely settled districts
of the Province, I, with much trepidation, because of consciousness of
unfitness, and yet feeling assured that if the Lord sent He would
equip, placed my services at their disposal. Very fortunately for me
and for my subsequent work, the programme mapped out for me
involved my spending the first few days of the campaign in company
and co-operation with our worthy and most efficient General Secretary,
whose counsel and example were of great value to me for the remain-
der of the time. Our plan embraced joint meetings at Sault Ste. Marie,
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Richard’s Landing, (on St. J oseph’s Island,) and Thessalon. Then we
parted, Mr. Day going south to Manitoulin Island and Parry Sound,
and I going east by rail, holding meetings at Algoma Mills, Webb
wood, Sudbury, Sturgeon Falls, North Bay and Sundridge. We

were to have met again at Magnetawan and have wound up with

joint meetings there and at Gravenhurst, but the Secretary having

hecome. weather-bound on (ieorgian Bay, 1 was alone till reaching
(iravenhurst.

The object of the visit, as mapped out at headquarters, was (1) to
ascertain, by contact and inquiry, the position and needs of the work
throughout the district ; (2) to organize, where organization might be
found practicable and give promise of usefulness: and (3) to bring
the workers throughout the district, as far as possible, into touch with
the Association. The General Secretary had sent out beforehand
ceveral thousand circulars, calling the meetings, these being sent not
only to the points at which the meetings were to be held, but to work-
ers whose names he had who were cituated at outside points within
such a radius as gave any pm\mhility of attendance. Those circulars
encouraged the preparation of a progranime beforehand and the use
of local talent, and gave a list of sixteen different subjects from which
it was suggested they should select topics for their own speakers, and
any one of which they were at liberty to assign to me.

My work, outside of the gathering of information and attendance
to organization, was directed to pleading for a more extended, system-
atic and persistent study of the Word, and to showing, by an intro
duction and explanation of the Home Class and Normal Class depart-
ments of our work, how the Association was in a position to help
them to that great end. With the exception of Sault Ste. Marie and
Magnetawan, I gave at every point a sample Normal lesson as an
i1lustration of the character and simplicity of the work, and the results,
as indicated by the subsequent inquiry for books, etc., lead me to
expect that the formation of quite a number of Normal classes will
be one important outcome of the visit. At a number of points the
enthusiasm in respect to the Normal class work was very encouraging.
This was especially the case at Richard’s Landing on St. Joseph’s
Island, where quite a number of individual workers said to us,
« Well, whatever the others do, I am going to take that up, anyway.”
Some to whom the text-books have been sent since my return write
me of their great satisfaction with the study.

So far as practicable, information was gathered at each point with
respect to all the schools in the locality, embracing the locations of
schools, denomination, number of scholars, etc., and equipment, espe-
cially the latter. In perhaps a majority of cases it was found that,
compared with schools in the older settled portions of the country,
there was considerable financial difficulty in providing what would
ceem a reasonable supply of hynm-\-)ooks, papers, libraries, etc., while
in quite a number they have really a very meagre supply. A detailed
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tabulated report of these needs have been handed in to the office, and
so far as there is a supply on hand to enable it, these will be provided
for. DBut in the matter of libraries, which are needed at a dozen or
so of places, dependence will have to be had upon the generosity of
those to whom this report may come, many of whom must have a
surplus stock on hand, which have either been fully read by the
scholars, or are outside their taste or capacity. Let me suggest that
any delegates here who can volunteer a contribution from their schools
should report that fact to the Corresponding Secretary, and, when they
are ready to forward them, advice will be given where to send them,
regard being had to the denomination of the schools sending and of
those to whom they will be sent, etc. Contributions of hymn-books
would also be very useful.

In Algoma, an organization already existed, officers for which were
elected at the meeting at Sault Ste. Marie. There was also a district
association in East Parry Sound, whose convention was held at Mag
netawan ; and one in Muskoka, with convention at Gravenhurst.

At North Bay, the question of reviving the organization which some
years ago had been instituted for Nipissing, was discussed, but it was
decided, and with good show of reason, that distances were so great as
to render the maintenance of an organization extremely difficult.

In pressing for the taking up of Normal or Home class work,
however, I recommended the formation of local organizations, such as
would facilitate the carrying on of that work. One such was formed
at Sundridge, and 1 expect that others will be at Webbwood and
North Bay.

At Algoma Mills, although the school, a union one, is held in a
dwelling-house, rented for the purpose, so great was their desire to
make the most of our meeting that the teachers and children had gone
to the woods to gather material, and had decorated the place as I have
never seen a school decorated in the city of Toronto, while T think
nearly half the population, children and adults, must have been
present at the meeting. What kind of work is being done by such
people ' Well, the brother who has charge of that school, a lay
missionary, Mr. G. S. Wood, has charge of, [ think, four altogether,
and he has three of these schools under pledge, teachers and scholars,
that they will read, or have read to them, every day some portion of
Scripture. The little ones are faithfully carrying out the promise ;
the mothers come to him and tell him of how sometimes the children
have been put to bed without the verse baving been read, and how
they have refused to go to sleep until the pledge has been redeemed.
[t is bringing the parents into personal contact with the Book, which
in some cases had been long unused, is resurrecting family altars, and
promising a revival of the good old custom so beautifully described in
“The Cotter’s Saturday Night.” This brother is so regardful of the
needs of the work and responsive to the Master’s call thereto, that he
generously devotes his life to the*interests of these needy settlements,
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sharing with them their privations, and by faith, like Moses, having
respect unto the recompense of the reward.

In conclusion, I have to again express my gratitude for the extreme
pleasure afforded me of engaging in such work, for the spiritual up-
lifting which it brought me, for the refreshing privilege of ministering
to positively hungry souls, and for the opportunity of discovering
heroism where there is little human probability of its reaching the
ears of men.

REpoRT OF MISSIONARIES ALONG THE LINE OF THE OTTAWA,
ARNPRIOR AND PArry Sounp RAiL Roabp.

R. W. CLArkE gave the following report :

Our work (Mr. Gribble and myself) lay along the line of the
Ottawa, Arnprior and Parry Sound Railway from Scotia Junction,
a point fifty miles south of North Bay and fifty miles east of Parry
Sound, where this railway crossed the G. T. R. line to North Bay
through to Ottawa, a distance of 212 miles, which passes through
the southern parts of Parry Sound and Nipissing districts, the
northern part of Hastings, the centre of Renfrew and northern part
of Carleton counties.

Our first meeting was held at Emsdale, about ten miles north of
Scotia, which was a very interesting convention of two sessions.
Here we were pleased to see the fruits of the organization of the
Parry Sound District by your missionaries of a few years ago in
the way of better equipment of Sabbath Schools and much enthu-
giasm in Sabbath School work.

Our next meeting was at Whitney, a lumbering settlement of the
St. Anthony Lumber Company. At this point we found two schools,
each having about thirty scholars, one held in the morning and the
other in the afternoon, in the Presbyterian Church. With very
meagre equipment the workers are struggling along with good
heart, but are much in need of help in the way of books, etc.

Madawaska, the divisional point on the railway, was next reached,
but having only recently been made the divisional point, it as yet
only contains a couple of boarding-houses and two or three box
cars fitted up for dwellings. There being no children there is no
Sabbath School, buta Christian man and his wife moved in while
we were there to take charge of the chief boarding-house, whom
we urged to organize a Bible class in the dining-room, which they
will probably do. g

Twenty miles farther east we came to Barry’s Bay, in Renfrew
County, the largest settlement so far on the line, but is largely
Roman Catholic, many of whom are Poles. There are only seven
Protestant families in the neighborhood, and yet there are three
Protestant denominations struggling for a congregation where but
one ought to exist. There is a Union Sabbath School. We found

6
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the workers about discouraged. They had cancelled order for Lesson
Helps, and had not held a Sabbath School session for two or three
Sundays. Our meeting was, of course, not largely attended, but
workers were interested and we gave them what encouragement we
could, and hope, though odds seem to be against them, that they will
continue the good work.

From here we left line of railway and went twenty miles south
for Sunday. Twelve miles of the trip atforded a beautiful sail in a
kind of a steamer to Combermere, at which place we found two
earnest Sabbath School workers in the persons of Mr. and Mrs.
James, waiting with carriage to convey us seven miles farther into
Bangor township, North Hastings County. In this section distance
is measured by hours rather than miles, as over two hours were
spent in journey though we made all possible speed. On Sunday
afternoon a well-filled school-house greeted us and a very interesting
meeting was held. A Mrs. Morden, a very devoted woman, is super-
intendent of school, which has been furnished with books, etc., by
kind friends at North Bay who heard of their need through a public
school teacher from there who taught in the section. The visit of
your missionaries was much appreciated, and workers were much
encouraged by the interest the Provincial Association manifested
in them by sending its missionaries there. At this point we came
in touch. with a Methodist Sabbath School a few miles farther south,
conducted by a Miss Brownlee, a public school teacher, who by the
way is a Presbyterian from Stratford, that is doing good work
though they are in great need of books, ete.

Our next point was Admaston, as laid out by the General Secre-
tary, who had little hope of a meeting as names of workers could
not be obtained, and a note was appended to our instructions to the
effect, that if nothing could be done here to push on to Pembroke.
But we secured the name of a gentleman on our way down who we
were told had a son who was a student for the Presbyterian ministry,
and who lived near a school-house and a church, and feeling that
such a man would have some interest in Sabbath School work, we
ventured to write him on the matter. Our letter fell into good
hands, and was handed to Rev. Robt. Harkness, pastor of the Pres-
byterian Church at this place, a very earnest and devoted worker,
who arranged for an afternoon and evening meeting and had it well
announced in the neighborhood. A large number of children attended
the afternoon meeting, whom we were pleased to find were well up
in the make-up of the Bible. Tea was provided by friends who
brought baskets on the manse grounds, and a splendid evening meet-
ing was held, resulting in the organization of a township association.
The thanks of this association are due to Mr. Harkness for his kind-
ness to your missionaries and great help afforded in the work.

Renfrew and Arnprior were visited and information gathered re
SNabbath School work.
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Carleton County Convention at Carp was attended, which was
found to be in a flourishing condition. Two of the townships in this
county were organized into an association at this Convention.

From centres visited many schools were touched and information
gleaned. Many cases of real need were found which will be supplied
by your Executive Committee.

We in the centres of population are often discouraged in our work,
but in comparison with these sparsely settled districts, we have noth-
ing to discourage us.

Your missionaries were encouraged by the faithfulness of these
workers under such great discouragements.

[f you have any library or hymn-books which have been read, and
are in a good state of preservation, many of these schools would be
glad to receive them.

We are convinced that the best help that we can give to these
sections is to organize them into associations where the individual
workers can be gathered, and methods of work, etc., discussed, so
that the work may be more eflicient.

Rev. W. GriserLe said : Though I had not much money to help
the debt, I thought I could give some time, and so [ offered that ; and
I think our friends might often use their holidays for the glory o
God. A change of work is said to be as good as a half holiday. |
was surprised in going through that northern country to see the
beauties of nature ; and as I travelled over that railway that has been
brought into existence mainly by the pmh and energy of one man, |
thought, they decorate some men with titles that are successful on
fields of battle ; if those men deserved titles and honors by destroying
men’s lives and much of public property, surely any man who will do
such work as shall result in that line of railway deserves titles more
than the other. I was glad to have an old uxpvrivnuml worker with
me in the shape of Brother Clarke. I think he is entitled to be called
the model superintendent. We found many things to encourage and
stimulate us to duty and diligence. A specimen has been given of
one faithful teacher. I would like to give an illustration of a faithful
scholar. At Emsdale a teacher said:  Among the boys I have got
is one that has not been to school for the last two Sundays. Now,
though that boy lives six miles away he is the first at the school
Sunday mornings ; sometimes he is there before me, and I always
make it a point to be there ten minutes before the school opens. I
am sure there is something the matter or the boy would be here.

Now, some day before Sunday, if T can’t find out otherwise, I am
going out to see what the matter is that that boy has not been at
school.” There was much to encourage us on that trip. The faithful-
ness with which these workers worked amidst the greatest discourage-
ment was something to stimulate all who are engaged in Sabbath
School work here. At one of the conventions we held, there was a
question drawer, and so much interest that the questions poured in.
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I was glad Brother Clarke had to answer them, because they kept
him 59} minutes answering the questions that had been put in,
although 1 sifted them down as well as 1 could. I was glad to
have a part in this great mission, and if it be my lot another time to
do that work in that locality or another, I will be only too glad to
give what help I can. (Applause.)

Prof. ExcELL sang as a solo, “ Since I lost my sins.”

The PresipENT—Now we have come to one of the most important
parts of this Convention —the means to carry on the work during the
coming yt‘:u‘.

J. A. Paterson, Chairman of the Executive Committee, said :
Last year this part of the programme was in the hands of a man
both good and great, the late William Reynolds. He was an artist ;
I am simply an artisan. He was a master ; [ am simply an appren-
tice. I do not wish you to think that this is business, and therefore,
that it must be approached from a different attitude of mind and spirit
from the other parts of our programme. This is not business in the
secular, street and office sense of the term ; it is worship. It is part
of our duty as much to have sanctified money as to have sanctified
men. If the Holy Spirit is not here, then we may as well stop this
work. I do not stand and appeal to you as a matter of business, but
because 1 have got behind me the work that this Association has
done and has yet to do, and the fact that throughout the whole of it,
as evidenced by its success, we have some right to say that God is
with us; and then who can be against us? Answer that catechism,
Oh, it offends me to the soul to have it said often that certain officers of
the Church take charge of the business concerns and some other
officers take charge of the spiritual concerns. It is all spiritual.
(Hear, hear.) If it is not it ought to be. I want you to feel
that this is God’s work. The highwayman used to come and say,
“ Your money or your life!” God comes and says, “ Your money and
your life; I want both.” You have given your lives to Him, and of
course, the other must follow. Now, in order that we may know the
ground on which we stand, the level to which we reach, I am going
to ask God to help us and instruct us, and I would, therefore, ask the
Rev. Mr. Mullen to lead us in prayer. (After prayer by Rev. Mr.
Mullen.) Going through your streets last night we observed a heavy
fog in the atmosphere. A young student of science and myself
noticed that under the electric lights the fog was distilled in the form
of rain, occasioned by the life of the wire from the electric thrill
through it. T want to say that I desire that the electric thrill of the
Holy Spirit may be through this audience, and distil like the gentle
dew from heaven what God has given you to take care of for
Him. Last year we raised $4,600. Of that, $600 went for
international work, leaving $4,000. We want the same thing this
year. Some of you will say, “Oh, why do you want so much this
year? Were not we in debt last year, and didn’t we lift it, and
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now won’t we have a rest?” No, we won’t have a rest. Let us be
profoundly thankful, but let us not profoundly rest. The cause that
rests dies. (Hear, hear.) The Association that rests and is thankful
goes down. Now, why do we want as much as we had last year?
Because we are going to do more work this year than last year. Last
year we were taking from around us the hydra folds of debt that were
about throttling the life out of us. We have got the hydra folds
unwound, and we cast the monster aside, and we stand free and
untrammelled. We walk freely and valorously like men and women,
and we owe no man anything, but we owe God much—(hear, hear)—
and I want you to pay your debt to Him this year. Wesing beautifully
and mellifluously, and we speak eloquently of “ What hast thou done
for me?” I like the motion of the hand. The hand is all right to
move a resolution, but I do like this sort of motion of the hand, to
get it right down here (into the pocket)—I mean metaphorically, of
course. Now let us see what we can do.
The following list of pledges was then given :

SUMMARY OF PLEDGES, 1897-98.

COUNTIES AND CITIES,

T e S R T TR e Rt e e LA LA
Durhat, VEBE. (¢ i vesrvmussiborssamapsbninbasespasersdonrsis s 40 00
Durham, East ............ W, B.Olven ... oue PR e S O T 60 00
Dufferin .....o00cee: 000 ReV. Jo R, e I R 40 00
Dandas e W G BN e S s 40 00
Blgin, BasS. ..o ooovoooonresossiasss ssssssnrnassaranernonnssseses 20 00
Elgin, West ........... .. .J. H, McIntyre ...... T YT g e 190 00
Grenville ......... ey Carmichael oo i oo iveniisvsnrinneese 30 00
GIODEATTY o oo v vovetvrsrrrasssorvonass R R, S e e e bt AR O R
T e SR T b b B Sk 50 00
BERIBOR ) L. oo s sbis samian il o Rev. T. R. Clarha ... e e L Taid 85 00

B i phares Additional subscription, per Delegate (paid) 10 00
Haldimand............c000 Rev. D. B. Marsh ..... s L AR s RO
Hastings, North .......... Rev. C. L. Thompson ........ceceveeeees 75 00
BEaatings, Bouth . ooiv s iragrparaiarisssranairrnsererresnissnann 25 00
Haliburton. .......oo000.0.d. Ho Delamere .......... e IR S .20 00
T e e D L YRR e R LR 100 00
BERE o e e SR ML BEOLOORT s 5, oty 1 Eib e o 09 25 00
Lennox and Addington. ....Rev. C. L. Thompson.........cc..ceee.ee 50 00
WOMBIE (3 snasies ovis ... Frank Refd ....ccooovovsennncnncinncen 80 00
Northumberland .. ....cocvivee connnenes L TR PSOPUSHRR )
Ontario, South ............ T S T T R R 40 00
Oxford ......co0000 . ..Mr. McGregor............ A o P L 50 00
Peel . . e v 1O CIOBBRITL oy ol et v e 100 00
A e S e B e 85 00
I O T e R SR 20 00
[T R ) B, HOIBBY. .+ s o0v i oo vanalo s wmiwng s 50 00
1 S The President .........oooveeiceeiinaees 750 00
Wentworth, South ........ T T I A 40 00
Wentworth, North ........ Bav.J, WHEKIDS oo iesimnsiasrensies 35 00
WUATIEION oo s vobiessetannsennsennboss ivsedsonsessneysshsasses 70 00
Welland . . ..o iocersosvivos Miss S. Dougan .......oc.coviireeeecins 10 00
Waterloo .......oocos0000 Rev. R. Atkinson....... P L 50 00
York, North ..............C. W. Poaraon., ..o s sasovssrnesise 100 00

York, West .............. T 0 MOIREE .. vviovinis ainsiosinroniiones 50 00
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TOWNSHIPS,

Scarboro® Township .. ......o.veeuiiiiireieiiineiiiiiiiiien. $20 00
Markham Township........ O, Grogory «oovesvsesscsrssosanpsesoss 25 00
Caistor Township..........D. D. Springsted (paid).. .cevn vnnnnt. 5 00
Uxbridge and Scett Town-
BRI o e esee i voocMrs, Ho A, Crosby. . oocovvenensconnncese 5 00
SUNDAY SCHOOLS,
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, London. A. S. McGregor................ 10 00
Dundas Centre, Methodist, London. D. A. McDermid............... 10 00
Bridge Street Methodist, Belleville .............ccoiiiiiiiiiieeans, 10 00
Zion Congregational, Totonto (paid) ... ...o.oviiviiniiins vonnnnnn 5 00
Agnes Street Methodist, Toronto. S. Van WETBR (v vaisivavinnreoraiisls 5 00
First Methodist, St. Thomas. W. E. Youmans..................... 5 00
Caledonia Methodist (paid) ............cooviiiiiiannin.e. bRy
Kerr Sabbath School, Caistor Township (paid) ..... T AT R 3 2 00
Edville Sabbath School. Smith Hinman......................... s 1 00
PERSONAL PLEDGES.
A, Doy, TOPORtO. oo v000n A ey e o W ER B U R
Ji 3, WoOOhORRE,  WOVOIED v a1 00 0% o0 e s 8000 @ Wo08 6 ooy §aLaTRN 450 .. 16 00
Rev. R. J. M. Glassford, Guelph ........... ¢iciveens vosovscones 10 00
H. P, Moore and wife, AOBOD ... cooxonviivosinssensonssos oo ennses 10 00
Fred. B. Holthy, Mitoh@ll . ....oioivevnsvnnivnonvisvisnanssios .. 800
Rev. D. Spencer, Brantford................coociiiiiiiniiiiin 2 00
Jean G. Sutherland, Harrington West ...........covvivvvvenvinnen.. 200
Toronto Delegate (Pad) «.ov oo cvioviviivsivorsvmpeit sbesses s vl L
James Lowe, Lindsay (paid)..........cocoiiiiiieniiiiiniiiiiiiine 1 00
A Hamilton Lady (paid) PR O AR RS iw 1 00
Mea, M, A, VRIEBE (DEAI). . v.ovaveivanvas vils s dbosdsasom saie sy . 1 00
LA L e R s O e i 1 00
S. H. Kilbourne (paid) ........... 1 00
EEank X OIBNLORIB) . o oo innsni bnivaianhsisimeedy DAt e 1 00
A TR ADMBY oo venreass i N DAL M EEY T SN RS S R 025
Ot DISAENET +« i viviles T DDA R § $2,542 25

After singing “ To the Work ”
Mr. Paterson said : We have asked for money and we have got it.

Now we have a man. (Reading.) “I will give three weeks’ service

for mission work, same as last year, or one month if required.”
Signed, William Gribble. (Applause.)
The PresipENT—The next topic is

“Tge HippEN TREASURE oF THE WoORrD: THE BEST LITERARY
A1ps.to 118 DIscovERY.”

By Rev. D. Spencer, LL.D., Brantford.

“The Treasure of the Word " is the first part of my subject, and
I draw attention to the first and chief treasure contained in the
Word of God, viz., the person and work of the Divine Redeemer.
To begin with Him where revelation begins we must go to Genesis iii.
“The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head,” was a
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prophecy fulfilled at the cross, made manifest in part during this
dispensation and to be fully manifested in the world to come. Christ
is set before us in the millions of sacrifices offered to God in the
Old Testament. In them all He is typified, also in the ark built by
Noah, in the rock smitten by Moses, in the manna sent down from
heaven, in the ark and mercy-seat of the tabernacle and temple, in
the Shekinah glory, the Urim and Thummim, in the High Priest of
Israel, in the brazen serpent, in the scapegoat, in the veil of the
temple, in the foundation of the temwple. In Joseph, in Moses, in
Aaron, in Melchizedek, and all the priests. In David and Solomon
and all the seers. In the visions and illustrations of all the prophets
and in the descriptive account of God’s kingdom, the central figure
of the divine purposes revealed, and the promises to be fulfilled is
Christ. In relation, therefore, to Christ we need to study (1) those
portions in the Old Testament relative to His birth, and then see
them fulfilled in Jesus and Jesus only to the letter ; (2) those
portions relative to His work while on sarth, and compare them with
the actual account given us in the gospels ; (3) those portions relative
to His death, its purpose, His resurrection, ascension and return,
comparing them with the record only fulfilled in Jesus the Son of
God and Son of man. Hundreds of these references to Christ are
scattered all through the Word ; they must be looked for if they are
to be found. Not only is the treasure of our glorious Lord’s birth,
life and death illustrated in these many ways, but His Godhead also
is revealed no less than thirty times in the first chapter of Genesis,
where He appears as one of the Trinity in the Elohim creating all
things. And if the book of Job be older than the book of Genesis
we see Him there also in Job’s Redeemer. The pronoun “ug” in
(tenesis i. 26, is the triune God acting in council—Father, Son and
Spirit, or Trinity acting in unity.

Jehovah is another significent title invariably translated Lord in
the Old Testament, and signifies the one who ever was, who always
is and ever will be”—the self-existing one ! The title Jehovah
occurs no less than seven thousand times in the whole Bible. Others
out of the ten principal titles of God in the sacred Scriptures might
be quoted.

Then take the Pentateuch. In (tenesis we get creation ; in Exodus,
redemption ; in Leviticus, worship; in Numbers, wilderness experience,
and in Deuteronomy a recapitulation of God’s commands, promises and
judgments. To see the beauties and perfections of the Levitical econ-
omy we must understand the Hebrews and the spiritual application of
the Old Testament doctrines. Someone has said, *The Old Testa-
ment is the New Testament concealed and the New Testament is the
Old Testament revealed.” Similar references might be made to the
place given to seyen in the Scriptures. The sixes and tens belong to
earth, the threes and sevens to heaven. In these five books we also

get every doctrine of the Gospel as well as the successive stages of
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the Divine unfolding. The Pentateuch is, therefore, a compendium
of Christian doctrine and practice in history, prophecy and illustra-
tion. We must beware of the mangling methods of modern mystic-
ism. The Book of God is one great whole ; the destruction of one
part means damage to the rest. To understand the sacrifices in the
Old Testament and their finality in the New are a sine qua non to a
richt knowledge of the truth in its other manifold and multiform
phases. The whole of the Christian fabric is woven from the great
and cardinal thread of sacrifice from the creation to the cross, and
from the cross to the glory. What can be said of the Pentateuch
can be said of other parts of the sacred Word. The Psalms, for
example, are full of redemptive, prophetic utterances both as regards
the nation of Israel, the Church and the Gentile world, and the
tinal establishment of God’s kingdom. Prophecy and promise per-
meate the praises of Israel, while David and Solomon are both set
forth as types of the eternal King.

Another subject which has always seemed to me to be of vast
importance to every student of Scripture, is that of knowing the
exact place of the Jew in the purpose of God. Ignore this and you
have lost your way in prophecy. From the creation to the call of
Abraham you get evidence of the divine care manifested in preser-
ving the godly seed. From Abraham to Christ you have a nation
preserved to give Him birth. Now that same nation is scattered
because it rejected its Messiah. By and by it will be gathered into
the promised land again, in spite of all European and Asiatic ques-
tions or alliances, and from Jerusalem will go forth the proclama-
tion of the reign of King Jesus.

Specially would I commend the study of Isaiah (1) in relation to
God’s ancient people in the past; (2)in relation to God’s purposes
regarding them ; (3) in relation to the Gospel doctrines, and all in
relation to Christ as Saviour and King. Much might be said about
many of the other books in the same strain, but we will notice the
New Testament for a few moments. The four gospels give us a
fourfold view of the Person, life and work of Christ. To find the
treasure of the gospels we must study them carefully and prayerfully,
and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In these four books you
get (1) the birth, life, work, death and ascension of Christ clearly
portrayed ; (2) His words and teachings; (3) His miracles and par-
ables. To get at the hidden and oft-prophetic meaning, we must be
acquainted with other portions of the Word. The miracles are also
parables. Take, e.g., the case of blind Bartimeus. He is an illus-
tration of the way in which a sinner comes to Christ. Every mir-
acle teaches a lesson of salvation, or service, in a similar way, in
addition to its primary purpose. The parables, too, illustrate not
only the condition of things among the Jews in the time of our Lord,
but they also show (1) God’s purposes towards men as individuals;
(2) towards nations as such ; (3) towards His Church, and (4) towards
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the world ; but specially do they depict the condition and
ultimate result of the acceptance or rejection of the Messiah,
as well as the influence of true and false teaching.  Auother
treasure that should be very encouraging to the Christian worker is
the persons influenced by patriarch, prophet, seer, apostle and dis-
ciple. Take only one instance out of hundreds. Andrew was what
one might call, a quiet Christian gentleman, though of lowly birth
and calling. He led his own brother Simon to Christ, who in turn
became the great apostle at Pentecost, and at the house of Cornelius,
opening up the kingdom of heaven to all believers by the key of the
Gospel which Christ had put into his hands. The epistles are to
some extent the Holy Spirit’s commentaries on the Gospel, and no
interpretation will be found legitimate which conflicts with the
teachings of the four gospels. Each epistle has its own key-thought,
e.g., Romans teaches us justification by faith before God ; but James
teaches us justification by works before man. Corinthians teaches us
Church order, ordinance and gift, and so on through them all. The
analogies, parallels, contrasts, topics, and other general themes are
all of deepest interest to those who are searching for hidden treasure.
The Acts of the Apostles might well be called the Acts of the Holy
Ghost. You see Jesus working in the gospels, but you see the
Holy Spirit working in the Acts of the Apostles. Seek to know the
main thought and purpose of such books, and when reading the New
Testament notice the direct quotations from the Old Testament, also
allusions and references. There are eight hundred and eighty quo-
tations and allusions in the New Testament from the Old Testament,
and these from important places. If the flood, the passage of the
Red Sea, the brazen serpent, Lot in Sodom, and Jonah and the whale
are not true and supernatural incidents, then a good part of the book
is gone. Our Lord’s quotations were not without a purpose. He
was never known to quote from any other source than the Old
Testament. Then again, this subject of the Holy Spirit is another
treasure often overlooked. The Spirit is not merely an influence, a
feeling, but a person. His Godhead, personality, power, presence,
and operation are as distinctive as any other subject and is a most
interesting study. I would commend it to all teachers as one of the
most sacred and important. The Scripture always speaks of the
Spirit as “he,” him,” and not as *¢it.”
Before passing to the next part of my subject, let me point out the
advantage of studying as follows:
1. The unfolding of the Person and work of the Triune God, as
revealed in Old and New Testament.
9 The references to Christ, whether as Saviour, Priest, or King
in His birth, life, death and glory.
3 The references to the Holy Ghost as a Person, as God, as a
Regenerator, Indweller, or other operations.
4 The references to a people redeemed by an atoning sacrifice
typified and fulfilled.
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. The evidence of the supernatural in every age of the biblical
record.

6. The promise of salvation here and for ever to the people of faith
as the great burden of the Gospel.

Now, briefly, as to the literary aids to the discovery of these
treasures. I would mention books by writers belonging to all the
denominations, and do so with a view to helping the ordinary teacher
in his selection and study. Many are unable to purchase the more
cumbersome and expensive works. Those I shall name are within
the reach of most people. If he knows his Bible well, even in the
English tongue, he will do lasting service. If he has the good
fortune of knowing the originals, he will do better. In any case, I
would recommend that each teacher possess a Bible in every language
he knows, be it classic or modern. The first and chief literary aid,
therefore, should be the study of the Book in all the versions possible
to the teacher. A comparison of these versions, with their marginal
and foot-note emendations, amplifications and authorities, is all more
or less suggestive. The English common version, the Revised, New-
berry’s English Bible, the Variorum, the Oxford in both Old and New
Testaments, and Alford, Tichf and Rotherham, in the New Testa-
ment, are all valuable aids for the student. If you read Latin, by all
means possess the Latin Vulgate edition ; and for those who can use
the Greek, Bagster’s “Novum Testamentam Graecum,” and Wey-
mouth’s “ Resultant,” are most helpful. Next to the Bible itself, I
would mention “Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance,” and “Young’s
Analytical Concordance.” In the former you can find every word,
and get many valuable notes; in the latter, every word, with its
original in the text itself, with its various shades of meaning. Then
you will find the Oxford “ Helps to Students” a very fine volume,
worth ten times the price, and beyond all praise. A good Harmony
of the Gospels” is of great importance. Then, Thompson’s ““ Land
and the Book,” Smith’s * Historical Geography of the Holy
Land,” and “ Fausett’s Encyclopaedia ” are excellent ; while Anger’s
“Bible Hand-Book” is a compendium of well-digested informa-
tion. On prophecy, I mention none, as the books already given
embody a good deal on that subject, except that I would com-
mend to you in this connection, “Sayce on the Monuments,” and
Rawlinson’s *Great Monarchies.” I do not know a better small
book on ¢ Inspiration,” than Dr. Waller's “ Authoritative Inspira-
tion of the Holy Scriptures,” with an introduction by Bishop Ryle, of
Liverpool. ‘“How we got our English Bible ” is worth having, and is
cheap. “Thke Scripture Text-Book” is worth a hundred ordinary
volumes. I would suggest that Solbaw, on “The Tabernacle,” and
White’s “Christ in the Tabernacle,” are very useful books. The
former is large and beautifully illustrated ; the latter has good
colored plates, and is not dear. Both are intensely spiritual and
thoroughly evangelical. Dr. Gordon on “The Holy Spirit” is a
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small book, and very helpful. John McNiel’s Spirit-filled Life ” is
a choice book. The “Treasure in the Psalms” is worth much study;
“The Treasury of David,” by Spurgeon, are exceedingly helpful
but expensive volumes. * Parker’s People’s Bible” has a great
reputation, but is also expensive. Trench, on the ¢ Miracles” and
¢ Parables,” you ought to have ; there are no better. . In scholarship
and spirituality they stand in the front rank. Stalker’s ¢ Life of
Christ,” as well as Edersheim’s “ Life and Times of Jesus,” are
second to none, in my judgment. A book on the Manners and
Clustoms of the Jews,” Neander’s “ Church History,” * Josephus,”
Hy. White’s “ History of the Jewish Nation,” will all aid the student
in understanding some obscure references of an historical character,
as well as give information not incorporated in the Word. If a
teacher does not possess and cannot afford many of the books
named, then I would suggest: (1) Have a good Bible in every
language you know ; (2) have a concordance and a good encyclopwedia;
(3) have an Oxford “ Help to Students,” and, if possible, a good
Sabbath School magazine. These for your work. But do not for one
moment confine your studies to the portions selected for lessons.
There are many books which might be named equal and perhaps
superior to those mentioned ; but I refrain from a longer list. The
Book of God reveals the purpose of God. The Book alone gives the
plam by which that purpose is accomplished. The Book alone shows
the place of Christ and His people on earth and in heaven, and the
Book declares the prospect of all who know God and possess eternal
life. The Book also instructs us in respect to the privileges that are
ours now. ‘Therefore, every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man who is an householder, which
bringeth out of his treasures things new and old.”

Mr. PATERSON, resuming the matter of financial pledges, announced
that the sum total, with a good many places to hear from, was over
$2.500. He said: I am glad to indicate that we are on the right
side of success. You may be assured that we will use well and wisely
the money you will entrust to our care. Next summer we will launch
out on that missionary trip once more. It is practically our foreign
field—not like other fields where Methodists, and Presbyterians, and
Baptists, and Congregationalists struggle for a foothold. We are all
together on this foreign field ; there is no difference. That is why I
call it our foreign field, and it exhibits a unique example of one foreign
field that all denominations unite in maintaining and reclaiming, and it
affords an example of what we have often looked at and thought of.
Why could we not have our foreign fields in the far-off continents and
islands of the sea tilled and cultivated, and missionary effort put forth
just on that same principle ! T am thankful to you on behalf of the
Committee, for the liberality you have shown to-day, and I trust that
next year when we meet we will be able to show you a clear balance
of debit and credit—no surplus—I don’t want a surplus. We are
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not bankers. We are receivers, and we keep the money going abroad
and doing good like the Apostles of old. Oliver Cromwell went to a
church once and he saw silver images of the Apostles, and in his
rough Huntingdon farmer style, he said, “ Bring them down and melt
them ; let them go about like the Apostles, doing good ;” And so
your $4,000—if we get it, it will go about doing good ; and if we
do not get your $4,000, we will do all we can with what you give us,
for we are not going into debt. Our work depends on what you have
done for us this day, or what you will do for us during the coming

ear.
i A resolution in reference to the Lord’s Day Alliance was moved
by Mr. Paterson, seconded by Rev. Mr. Gribble, and referred to the
Committee on Resolutions.

After singing the doxology, Rev. Dr. Abraham pronounced the
benediction, and the session closed at 5 p.m.

THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 28th.

Prayer and praise service, led by Rev. Neil McPherson, M. A., B.D,,
reading 27th Psalm.

Singing by the congregation, “ Holy, Holy, Holy.”

The audience room being crowded, an overflow meeting was held
in the lecture hall, Mr. A. J. Donly, being chairman. It was
addressed by Mrs. Crafts, and others.

The PresipENt—H. W. Frost, of the China Inland Mission,
will address us on

“Tue CHILDREN FOR CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN MIssIoNs.”

Mr. Frost—I will simply change the topic and make it read, “The
Children for Foreign Missions.” [ want to start to-night with three
propositions. The first is that the children of Christian parents
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, spirit, soul and body. The second
is that all Christian parents—I would like to put it so—desire that
their children should be trained for the very highest possible service
on earth. And the third is—and I don’t think it is a debatable one
—that the evangelization of this world is the most divine, and there-
fore, the noblest service that can be put before children, or men, or
women. The question is, then, not shall the children be trained for
missions ! but, how shall they be trained? In answering this I
would say that there are three centres of influence which must be
brought to bear upon the children in order to bring this to pass.

The first great centre of influence must always be the pulpit of the
Church of Christ. We must start, as it were, high up, and I don’t
know of any higher ground that we can begin with than the pulpit.
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T am afraid, in some parts at any rate, that the pulpit needs convert-
ing. It is my privilege, and somewhat a sad privilege too, to go from
church to church almost week by week, and to come into contact
with ministers of various denominations; and I often ask them
how many missionary sermons they preach in a year. Very often
the answer is, “ We regularly have one missionary service during
the year.” Thank God for that ; but, dear friends, is that to be
the sum total of a pastor’s ministry in reference to missions? And
when I ask, “ How many missionary sermons do you preach to the
children ?” it is not often that it is stated that there is one. Not
long ago a friend of mine was very deeply interested in the subject of
missions. Her mind was quite made up, and she had determined to
offer herself for the foreign field, and she went to her pastor and spoke
to him about it. She received from him very solemn advice, and it
was this: “My dear friend, there is enough to do at home.” The
pastor was perfectly right ; but the false deduction was, and especially
because she was one of his best workers, that the place for her,
without question, was at home and not abroad. May I give you
another illustration of how easily the pastors could reach the hearts
of the people at large, and especially the hearts of the children,
by telling you of my eldest boy ! Up to about thirteen years of age,
the highest ambition that had ever come into his mind was to be a
motor-man. He had seen the motor-men upon the electric cars, he
had heard the sound of the bell, and it had fascinated him. He had
heard plenty about foreign missions, but they were not to be compared
with being a motor-man ; but he went to hear one who was speaking
one Sunday in the church of which I am a member, upon the subject
of foreign missions, and when he came home, lad as he was, his heart,
as it were, had been turned upside down, and he had come to see that
there was something higher than being a motor-man. He sat down in
the parlor with me, and he spoke like this, after a few minutes of
silence: “Father.” ¢ Yes, dear lad,” I said. He replied, “I
don’t believe I will be a metor-man, I believe I will be a mis-
sionary ”—and do you know, I would not have smiled for the world ;
it was the perishing in that boy’s heart of a fond ambition, and the
Holy Spirit was working there.  He went on to tell me, “It would
be & nice thing to be a motor-man ; but I think a foreign missionary
is the best, and I have decided to be that.” “Oh,” I said, *“thank
God; it would be a nice thing to be a motor-man "1 quite sym-
pathized with him—*but I think you are right, and it is father’s
most fervent wish that by and by you should be led out into the
foreign field.”

In the second place, as another centre of influence, I would
say that our Sabbath Schools should put forth all their energy,
their combined energy, to bring to pass the thought that every
child is to take his or her life, and to lay it definitely and
deliberately, and early, upon the altar for this grand work. You
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can scarcely turn to a page of the Scriptures but the suggestion
will be met, at any rate, that the one great purpose of God’s redemp-
tion, outside of our salvation and the glory which is to follow, is the
telling out of the glad good news of that redemption in behalf of
others. And so the work ought to go right on from the beginning of
a Sabbath School to the end of it. A friend of mine who had
become thoroughly aroused in the matter of foreign missions, and
was most anxious that her class of boys should eventually go to the
foreign field, used to plead with them just as often as she could that
they would give their lives to God for such a purpose as this. She
was speaking like this one Sabbath most earnestly, when she
became intensely in earnest, and went on pleading with them
right then and there, because she hoped that some of the boys
would give their lives to God for this service. When she had got
through one little fellow looked up into her face and said, ¢ Teacher,
why don’t you go ?” and she had nothing to say. There was a great
silence in her heart as well as upon her lips for many a day, and it
was not broken until at last the victory was won, and she came to
God and said, *“Lord, here am I, take me.” She came back to her
place and said, ‘‘ Boys, I want you to follow me, I am going.” I was
at her farewell meeting when she had her class before her, and she
said, “ Boys, I am going, and I want every one of you to come after
me.” It was a splendid missionary sermon, and that is the kind we
need in our Sabbath Schools.

The last centre of influence, and perhaps the most potent, too,
is the home. I don’t believe either the pulpit or the Sabbath
School can ever bring such influences into the lives of our children
for such a service as this as the howe, as represented by father
and by mother. It is my privilege to meet a great number of
fathers and mothers who have been spoken to by their sons and
daughters in reference to foreign missions; and after ten years of
service in connection with such work as this I have to say that one of
the saddest things in our lives is this—the steadfast opposition on the
part of Christian fathers and mothers to their children going abroad.
In the past ten years we have considered, in connection with the China
Inland Mi-sion, over five hundred applications for service for China,
and I would not try to tell you the proportion of those who have been
hindered and kept at home from the opposition met with by their
parents. I believe a great deal could be done in the home, and in the
Sabbath School also, by securing good missionary books. It is a
marvellous thing to go through some of our home libraries and find out
how missionary books are conspicuous by their absence. There are
Henty’s story books, and even novels, but these marvellous tales of
conquest on the other side of the’globe are not to be found upon the
children’s shelves., If you want something fascinating to give your
children as well as inspiring in its effects, buy such a book as Dr,
Paton’s “ Record of the Lord’s Work in the New Hebrides,” written
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for children especially. Then add to that the taking of missionary
papers, such papers as the children would be interested in and
delighted with. It is a great misfortune that our missionary societies
do not give more attention to the publishing of papers for the
children. That grand society, the Church Missionary Society, is
quite awake tc the fact that a work is to be done amongst the
children, and that it is to be ‘begun there, for alongside of their
Missionary Gleaner and their other monthly paper there is the
little Awake. And then, do you ever think of what might be done in
entertaining missionaries as visitors in your home? There are some
Christians that would scarcely give an invitation to a missionary ; they
would be almost afraid to ask him in ; they understand at once he would
talk about missions, and they don’t quite like a man coming in who
would put his arm around the boy’s neck and perhaps put his hand
on the girl’s head and say, “ Are you going to be a missionary by
and by t” Then if you cannot get your missionary, or if you don’t
have so many books and papers, you can tall: about the matter
around the table, so that the children may understand that the one
absorbing thought in father’s and mother’s heart is the getting of the
Gospel to the wide world. There is a little friend of my boys in
Toronto, the son of the inventor of the new roller boat ; that boy
believes, to the very feet that he walks upon, in that roller boat.
He tells the boys as he plays with them that it is a grand success,
that it is going to go across from Toronto to Niagara in three-
quarters of an hour or less, and he even went so far as to tell them
yesterday when it made the start, that it had actually accomplished
the whole trip in that time. (Laughter.) Dear friends, he is full of
it because his father is. He has listened to what his father has been
talking about, and he just overflows on the subject whenever he comes
in contact with the boys around him. Well do I remember one
young lady who applied to our Mission and who was constrained to
tell us the story of her life. It had been laid upon her heart to go
to China, and she felt that she could not go because she knew that
her mother would not give her consent ; but at last she felt she must
speak to her mother about it ; it had been a fire in her breast and
was consuming her, and she could not keep it in. So at last she
went to her mother, and with trembling lips said to her, “ Mother,
God has spoken to me about the heathen, and I want to go. I have
scarcely dared to ask your permission, but would you please let me
go?” The mother turned and looked into her daughter’s face and
said, “ Daughter, when you were born I gave you with a prayer to
God for foreign missions, and it is too late to take you back.” Thank
God for such a mother! And a dear father, the father of Miss Susie
Parker, of whom some of you have heard, as he stood in the farewell
meeting, where his own dear daughter had bidden good-bye to the
congregation then assembled, after telling of all the dearness of that
precious life to him in the home, in Christian service, and
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in all the walks of life, raised his hand and said words that
need to be rung in the ears of every father and mother on this
globe—“I have nothing too precious for my Jesus.” Have you,
dear father and mother ? Oh, that the Church of God as an entirety
—pastors, superintendents, Sabbath School teachers, fathers and
mothers—might be possessed of this thought, that the Gospel must be
preached throughout this world at onee, and that their children shall
be the very first that shall be given to God for this glorious purpose.
Then would the day be ushered in when we should see our King and
when He would come to reign gloriously from the rivers to the ends
of the earth. May the Lord grani it. Amen. (Applause and amen.)

The congregation sang “ Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

The PresipENT—One of the services that this association has
rendered to the Sabbath School workers of this Province has been to
bring from time to time some of the foremost workers in the Sab-
bath School world to our annual conventions, This evening we are
to be privileged to listen to one of these, Prof. Hamill, international
field-worker.

“THe LessoN IN THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE IN THE LESsoN—
Gop’s SETTING IMPORTANCE TO TrRUE TEACHING.”

Pror. HaMiLL—I think the Committee who had charge of this
programme were wise in giving such definite expression to my theme.
The lesson in the Bible is God’s setting as to place; the Bible in the
lesson is God’s setting as to doctrine. In the old days of the Jewish
Church there was an object of peculiar reverence. Every night at
the going down of the sun it was carefully housed beneath its silken
canopy ; every morning, borne on the stalwart shoulders of four, it
was carried into the very van of the great wilderness procession. It
was a simple box, outwardly of gold, not of so much value therefor,
but because of what it contained, and because out of it there flamed
the Divine Shekinah, the light of heaven. It was certainly a strange
spectacle to see those two millions and a half of people, late in bond-
age, passing up the rocks and over the mountains and down through
the valleys of Arabia, led on by a little square golden box, surmounted
by two winged cherubims, and that divine fire hidden from their eyes.
What that Ark of the Covenant was in olden times, I take it the
Word of God is in these latter days. We sometimes fail to recognize
the divinity of the simple Word of God. What a marvellous history
it has had! What a marvellous place it holds in the midst of our
civilization! Here is a book bound outwardly by the hands of the
workmen, made of ordinary paper, set with ordinary type, passing as
to its leaves through the ordinary process ; and yet contains the one
divine message from heaven to earth —the one great Book, recognized
as the Book of God. Everywhere civilization has come to recog-
nize its divinity. If you step into a court-room, the witness is sworn
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in the box with the Bible confronting him, teaching him his obligation
to God to speak the truth, and the truth only. If you gointo a
lodge-room, you find the Word of God its chief ornament, lying open
upon its stand, ready to be the basis of a most solemn covenant
between man and man. Wherever else one may go in society, in the
precincts of the State, in the sacredness of the home, the Bible is given
chief place as God’s Book. Now, what a singular condition it is that
one needs be called to a platform to speak on a text such as has been
assigned to the speaker—the lesson in the Bible ; for I take it that
in the average Sabbath School of the land, and at the hands of the
average Sabbath School teacher and scholar, there is a wide variance
from this well-honored custom everywhere else which gives the right
of way to the Word of God itself. There come strewn more thickly
than the fabled leaves that strew the vale of Vallombrosa, the lesson
leaves, the Teachers’ Journal, the Sunday School Times, ‘¢ Peloubet’s
Notes,” commentary upon commentary, till the printing presses groan ;
and yet oftentimes conspicuous by its absence is the honored Word of
God, the sole text of the Sabbath School. (Hear, hear.) It is an era
of helps. “Study made easy ” courses solicit the boy upon the street.
Short-cuts to learning, making the old pathway that we were taught
was never royal, an easy one, are inviting our boys and girls
even in secular education. You will pardon me, as one who from
his childhood sat at the feet of one of the most distinguished of
the Christ College (Oxford) teachers, when -1 express no sort of
sympathy with any tendency of the times, scholarly or sacred, that
would cheapen the process and results of education. (Hear, hear.) 1
do not decry the multitude of helps. The little half-penny lesson leaf
that your boy received at Sabbath School is a fitting exposition, an
exponent indeed, of nineteenth century progress. When you were a
child the ransom of a prince would not have put into your possession
so helpful a thing as the lesson leaf given so freely to your child. Let
that lesson leaf, as it was designed, be taken to the home. Let it be
laid down on the text of the Bible itself as a commentary upon it—a
commentary in epitome, condensed, pithy, concise, carrying within its
scope the learning of the world, focalizing the finest Bible study of
thie nineteenth century upon the current text of the International
Lesson—and you will have what is intended in the lesson leaf of the
scholar, in the Journal of the Sabbath School teacher, a help to be
used always with and for and by the Word of God, but never isolated
from it, never independently of it, never as a substitute for it. Those
men who builded for us twenty-five years ago this vast International
system builded more wisely even than they themselves did know.
They make it their sacred office for three years to select a course of
lessons, choosing the bare, simple text of God’s Word, unadorned by
any human comments whatever, and setting it before us as the sub-
ject directly of our study, from the least child of the primary depart-
ment to the grey-haired saint of the adult classes; and I think we
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would do well to recur to the foundation principles of International
Tesson study in this regard. *‘The Bible, and the Bibly only, in the
Sabbath School ” ought to be the motto of every Sabbath School
worker. Let the leaves be scattered. Press the button. Summon
Peloubet, and the Sunday School Times, and the great denominational
helps ; but never allow these to contravene the purpose of that com-
mittee which gave us the International Lesson system. Now, I would
like to give three or four reasons why the lesson should be always in
the Bible. First, because the Bible is a unit. Think of Shakespeare’s
plays scattered as far as the autumn leaves are blown, with separate
imprint, in separate form, rather than Shakespeare’s plays as they
rise up before us a tremendous and majestic unit of beauty and of
thought, the greatest monument to the English tongue and English
poesy, and you have a picture of taking to pieces God’s Book and not
bringing it together as a great unit of revelation, as it should be in
the presence and before the minds of our scholars, And then the
Bible has a peculiar impressiveness of its own. These words—
ipsissima verba—said our Lord Jesus Christ, are spirit and are truth.
David says, I have hid thy words in my heart, that I might not sin
against thee.” There is an illusion coming apace with some of the
modern secular educational fads that it is no longer the wise thing to
commit to the memory of the child a thing that he does not under-
stand. As one belonging to the old traditional school, I think the
wise thing for any father or mother to do is to put the Word of God
in memory into the child, and then give the Holy Spirit and human
experience the right to work out the meaning and scope of His Word.
(Hear, hear.) I never belonged to the Presbyterian Church, but I
said to a man the other day, “ Look at the old Presbyterian Church ;
it takes the Shorter Catechism and puts it into the minds of little
children as soon as they can lisp, and then in after years when you
call the roll of the Presbyterian Church it stands with commanding
influence because of its intellectual and its spiritual power and its
aggressiveness —(applause) —and I think the old Shorter Catechism did
a good deal towards it.” (Hear, hear.) You put the Bible into the
hands of a boy from the time he can find his way to the Sabbath
School, led along by his mother, and let him look upon the book as
did the Jewish boy a thousand years ago on the Ark of the Covenant
as it went flaming up with its Shekinah and the cherubim, and that
boy will never be a disciple of the higher criticism when he comes to
manhood. (Hear, hear, and applause.) And then, thirdly, I think
the lesson should be in the Bible, because it cultivates the old faculty
of home-grown, original Bible study. “Knowledge is power,” said
Lord Bacon. That depends. It depends on whose knowledge it is.
(Hear, hear, and laughter.) If it comes at second-hand it is worth
very little in dollars and cents in the market. If it comes at first
hand, if it is only knowledge to make a horseshoe, the man that can
make the best horseshoe in the Province of Ontario will 1 it with
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flushed cheek and beaming eye, because it is his capital, it is intellect,
knowledge, and therefore it commands your attention. (Applause.)
Now I turn to the other phase of it—the Bible in the lesson ; God’s
setting in the matter of doctrine. I really have wished that I could
sometime cut myself aloof wholly from my boyhood’s environment,
from the actual teaching even of my old Scotch father, and come to
see the Bible as a new vision, just as a boy would look for the first
time upon the down-pouring thundering waters of Niagara. I would
like to see it just as one would see it if he turned a corner sharply
and came in contact with the majesty of God’s Book for the first
time in his life, and yet with some development of mind and thought
that would enable him to comprehend in a manner at least that
majestic vision. The Bible in the lesson—not, what do others say of
this divine truth ? but, what does the Book itself say for itself of this
truth? Hence our Saviour said, *Search the Scriptures.” The
Greek is,  Tear it to pieces.” Take your dissecting knife and cut it
into small bits ; compare one with another. The old Swedish Bible
translates it, * Ransack the Bible” in order that you may get at the
true meaning of it. You take the Bible and read it from beginning
to end, or you treat it topically and take any great doctrine and
carry it through from beginning to end, and then you see God’s mind
revealed along the 1,600 years’ writing of that Book ; but no man
can pick out with his penknife a single text and balance a great
doctrine on that. Not a great while ago in the city of Chicago a
man distinguished in the study of the Oriental tongues, came before
a great assemblage of people. He was honored by the presence of
some of the most prominent business men of Chicago at the hour of
noon—who quit in the midst of its business, withdrew themselves
from the bank and counter, and sat at the feet of a great teacher.
He talked to them about the Book of Job. The next day the Tmes-
Herald reported his lecture, and the first sentence was like this—1I
cannot quote it verbatim but I quote it substantially: “Job is a
myth in person ; the book is an epic; it has much of beauty about
it ; great moral and spiritual truths are made to crystallize about
this strange patriarchal figure of Job; but Job was a myth, he was
no more real than Hector or Achilles at the siege of Troy,” and yet
Schlieman has upturned that Trojan. Then I said to myself—follow-
ing that old Scotch fashion that my father taught me in my child-
hood, to turn to the Word of God in difficulty and make the Word
of God speak for itself —what does the prophet say about Job? And
I turned to Ezekiel xiv. 14 and read these words,  Though these
three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, they should deliver
but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God.”
And then I shut the Book and said this: “ You may be the most
distinguished Oriental teacher in the United States; you may have
studied the Hebrew till you think Hebrew—(laughter)—and yet 1
make bold to say this, that by any canon, sacred or secular, confessed
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as an original canon of criticism, you have no right to say that Job
is a myth when one of God’s divine prophets stands and says that
Job, and Daniel and Noah—all in the same category and mentioned
in the same breath—were in the land. (Hear, hear, and applause.)
Then I turned further ; I said, “ Not only does the Old Testament
have a word to say about the mythical quality of Job, but the New
Testament likewise has something to say.” And then I imagined
myself taking my Bible and going to my neighbor who was sick in
the endeavor to comfort him in the time of his sickness out of the
Word of God—and you know, friends, that when you stand by the
bedside of the sick, as great as Peloubet’s notes, or the Sunday
School Times, or the International Evangel may be, you never think
of taking a copy of them; you take the Word of God itself and
pump the pure, sincere milk of the Word down into the open mouth
of the sick man, and it gives health to him ; and so I said, * Suppose
[ take my Bible now and go to the sick man and begin to read to
him, and come across these words written by James the Just, the
saintly pastor at Jerusalem, brother of the Lord, *“ Behold, we count
them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job,
and have seen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful and
of tender mercy.” And then that man reads the Times-Herald and
looks up in my face and says, “Brother Hamill, if this lecture is
true you have read me the wrong Scripture, for if you base the
mercy of God upon His dealings with Job, and Job is a myth, it is
easy logic for a sick man to say that God himself must be mythicel.”
(Hear, hear.) That is what T mean by making the Scriptures speak
for themselves. The Bible in the lesson. Don’t you be afraid of it.
Please unchain the lion ; please unleash the eagle; let the one roar;
let the other fly to his native ether; give the Word of God right of
way in your class. Remember what the Word of God says of itself.
Tt is a hammer. Very well, if you will keep on hammering away,
the Holy Spirit helping you, your own pure life supporting you,
by and by it will break the heart of adamant. The Word of God
says it is a seed. It is an incorruptible seed, says Peter. If you
plant it in the understanding it will work its way down, perhaps, into
the conscience, and by and by it will spring up into beauty after you
are hid in your grave if not before. The Word of God says of itself
it is a flame. Very well, let it burn its way then into the mind and
into the conscience of the child. The Word of God says of itself it
is a two-edged sword. Very well, dull not one edge of it by prejudice
or by tradition, but let that keen blade of divine Damascus-forging
strike through the understanding and conscience until it presses itself
to the very quick of the spirit of those who study it beneath you.
(Hear, hear, and loud applause.)

A oollection was then taken up, during which the choir sang, “I
do not Ask to See the Way.”
The Presipent—This Association is very much interested in the
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temperance cause, in teaching temperance in the Sabbath Schools.
The next address is on that topic by the Rev. W. R. Parker, D.I,,
of Toronto.

«Tye BisLE ATTiTUDE TO THE TEMPERANCE PROBLEMS OF
THE DAY.”

Rev. Dr. PArk&r.—It is of the first importance, that touching all
the live questions of the day, involving grave responsibility, we
should honestly seek the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and have
a * Thus saith the Lord.” Tt is of no less moment that our recep-
tive moods be regulated by a high resolve not to brook any dogma-
tism from without, nor to harbor any prejudice within. Some one
asked the sage President Lincoln, *“ Do you think the Lord is on our
side in this great struggle!” That most humane and sagacious
statesman, with the wisdom of a seer, answered, “I am not careful
so much to know whether God is on our side, as to know whether
we are on Grod’s side.” This certainly should be our anxiety to-night
to ascertain whether the temperance problems of the day are on
the side of the Bible. It is but a truism to affirm that the Bible
stands in relation to our organized societies and schemes of reform,
in the matters of light and guidance, as the sun in the heavens
toward our watches and clocks, We must trust the correctness of
the Scriptures and not of the organization, and regulate the errancy of
the societies by the inerrancy of God’s Word. Unlike a book of human
authorship it contains no regular systems of theology, mental phil-
osophy, natural or moral science, or logical chain of unbroken histori-
cal events. God’s method is rather to furnish isolated facts and
traths interwoven with the simplest code of positive laws, and a
collection of sublime and majestic principles which have challenged
and commanded the assent of the wisest and best of all times. These
sovereign principles take form and shape in the positive prohibition
of single concrete wrong, and they will be found condensed and
concentrated in the *“royal law of love,” Godward and manward ;
or drawn out and magnitied in the Golden Rule, “ As you would
that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.”

In this our day there are at least two general temperance problems
__total abstinence and legal prohibition. Either of these would
effectually end intemperance. But we are to see if either or both
these methods be divinely authorized. Total abstinence, the problem
of abstaining totally from the use of intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, is certainly a proposition open to discussion and inquiry.
Such it has been, is now, and shall continue to be, while wine
ferments, while ale is brewed, and spirits are distilled. To take, or
not to take, is the question, and especially not to take. If to abstain,
how much? a little—in part? In part, indeed, if that part be the
sum of all the parts—wholly, fully! Total abstinence is the proposi-
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tion of the Bible. Evidently the Scriptures demand this of us,
Lecause of the evil resultant to body, blood, brain, soul, home and
society, from the presence and potency of alcohol. The specific order
of inspiration is, “ Abstain from all appearance of evil.” If the force
of the original is really appearance, then, surely what forbids the
shadow will the substance. But if this clause should read, *“ Abstain
from every form, sort, kind of evil, then certainly it covers the evil
of intoxicating liquors. Is there an evil in wine? Hear Paul, “De
not drunk with wine wherein is excess,” debauch, riot, evil, sin of
flesh and spirit, “ but be filled with the Spirit of God.” He who does
not fight shy of the appearance of evil—what looks like it, borders
upon it, leads to it—will not long abstain from the actual share in the
solid evil. The Apostle’s teaching here plainly is, that intoxication,
drunkenness, as gentle exhilaration, mild frenzy, is not allowable, inno-
cent, religious. Another instance where we are explicitly taught
total abstinence, is in Proverbs xxiii. 31: “ Look not thou upon the
wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup.” This
father does not merely counsel the youth— his son—not to drink to
excess of the sparkling cup, but he is to turn his eyes away from the
beverage that has a *‘charm in its face and a sting in its tail.” The
phrase “red,” I think, means *fermented.” The construction of the
sentence may mean the juice of the grape, which is wine when red, is
also wine when dark, bright or colorless. There is more than infer-
ence or deduction to justify the term wine as applied to the sweet,
simple, unfermented juice of the grape. We learn from Isaiah Ixv. 8,
that *the Lord saith, The new wine is in the cluster.” It is plainly
a chemical impossibility for wine in the cluster to be fermented. It
is this new wine-cluster that has a blessing in it, and is commended ;
while it is the fermented, the old Falernian, which is condemned as a
«mocker,” a “serpent.” Paul’s order, “ Be sober,” means, in the
Greek, “Drink not.” Then, there is an old-time Abstinence
Society, the justification of the pioneer of the “Sons,” “Templars,”
and “ Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,”—the stalwart, heroic,
invincible “ Rechabites.” For hundreds of years they loyally kept
their pledge against the use of wine and strong diink, and under the
awful pressure of a specious temptation, as of Divine origin, in the
holy place of the temple, when pots of wine were set before them, and
cups, and the prophet said, * Drink ye wine.” But they said, with
thews of iron, and backbone of granite, with strong, proud, decisive
utterance, aye, a very oath, that strikes as with knuckles of steel, and
a denial that pierces like a long, sharp, two-edged sword, “ We will
drink no wine, for our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no
wine, neither ye nor your sons forever !” Then heshows that ‘“strong
drink,” as known to us, as whiskey, gin, brandy, was not known by
them at all, as it was not till the tenth century of the Christian era
that the fiery spirit of alcohol was discovered by the Arabian alchem-
ist. Strong drink among the ancients meant a mixture of wine and

stupefying drugs.

T ea—

P



18,
nd
ler
ce
he
\in
vil
Be

of
0es
ers
the
on,
no-
ght
the
'his
¢ to
the
['he
the
, is
fer-
eet,
. ‘\“
inly
It
led ;
as a
the
nce
Ars,”’
roic,
kvpt

- the

the

and
with
isive
and
will

k no

rong
n by

N era

hem-

and

103

Total Prohibition—this is the primal, broad, temperance problem of
our day. This wisely proposes the cure of drunkenness and its crimes
by prevention of the cause. It may be sophistically urged, “Is
not this the day of grace and moral suasion for all the world’s ills 1"
This plausible plea proceeds upon the baseless hypothesis that law
and grace are opposites or antagonists, or that where grace begins
law ends. But is Leviticus obsolete ? Is the Decalogue annulled ?
[s Moses dead?! Nay, verily ; it is only the spectacular, the
objective aspects of the law that are withdrawn from view. Fire
never surrenders the field : it is the fuel that goes down. So the
law stands forever ; it is the wood, hay, stubble that go out in
smoke and ashes. If it be affirmed that there is no direct, specitic
command of Scripture to bid us enact Prohibition, there are ample
principles whose attitude toward all evil and vice is unalterably
antagonistic, and may be crystallized into specific laws There is, too,
the inferential and emphatic endorsation of positive law in the denun-
piation of negative and hurtful laws. We are not to have fellowship
with the ¢ throne of iniquity, which frameth mischief by a law » (Ps.
xciv. 20), and we hear the voice of God, like the voice of thunder,
« Woe unto them that decree anrighteous decrees to take

saying,
away the right from the poor, that widows may be their prey and
fatherless.” Here wicked rulers are charged

that they may rob the

with enacting bad laws, legislation designed to uphold that which is

wrong, such as slavery, gambling and the traffic in intoxicating
drinks. A bad business of bad men, carried on under the sanction of
law, God cannot array with. The corresponding and ringing com-
mand of the Apostle is a law of absolute prohibition, Have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove

them.”
How of the Church, its revenues and results? The Church of

Christ, charged by Him with a mission to ‘‘ make earth like heaven,
and every creature like God,” sees the millions of money, that should
aid in the world’s evangelization, cursing the earth with vice and
crime, and has to witness her sanctuaries and Sabbath Schools mocked
and marred because of the extent to which the expected harvest is
blighted if not lost. To effect this calamity there are open as well as

secret foes, Hear this fiendish challenge :

¢ (tive me the little children,”

Cries Crime with a wolfish grin ;
¢« Let me train up the children,

In the pleasurable paths of sin.”

every foreign land a “dark con’

This pernicious traffic makes
andise imports its freight of liquors

tinent,” where mercenary merch
together with the missionary messengers of life. In India notably,
the drinking habits are declared to be such as to largely make the

words “ drunkard and Christian ” gynonymous terms, and when the
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celebrated Dr. Scudder affirmed, “1 would not let a heathen see me
take a glass of wine for a kingdom,” should we not endorse Long-
fellow as he counsels us—

“ To the sewers and sinks
With all such drinks,
And after them tumble the mixer ;
For a poison malign,
Is such Borgia wine,
Or at best, but a devil’s elixir.”

Moreover, will this Sabbath School Convention give its endorsation
and co-operation in draining our fair Dominion of the deadly mias-
matic waters that poison her moral atmosphere by using the mighty
machinery of legal Prohibition

No, you say, moral suasion is surely sufficient! Are you a “back
number,” and do not know that we are far past that point already !
Why, our restrictive legislation, by which only a limited number of
persons can sell liquor in a limited number of places, to a limited
number of persons, excluding minors and Indians, and on a limited
number of days in the year, or hours in the day, all declare that
moral suasion is insufficient, in our judgment, as in that of all
civilized nations, and it must be supplemented by the strong arm of
the law. We want all the ‘suasions "—

¢ Mental suasion for the man that thinks,
Moral suasion for the man that drinks ;
Legal suasion for the drunkard-maker,
And prison suasion for the statute-breaker.”

The plebiscite campaign is upon us. Let us organize and execute
victory. Make this a John the Baptist cry in the wilderness to pre-
pare the way for the kingdom of sobriety, and then by the divinity
of the ballot—which men mostly have and women should have--
answer our own prayers and bring to pass the prophecy of the mouth
of the Lord: “ Every valley shall be exalted ; and every mountain
and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough places plain, and the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” And let all the people
say, Amen and amen !

By special request as a closing hymn, No. 111 was sung, “ Saviour,
breathe an evening blessing.”

Rev. Mr. Andrews, of Rat Portage, pronounced the benediction,
and the session closed.
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FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 29th.

The President took the chair at 9 o'clock. Devotional gservice, led
by Rev. Dr. Brethour. L. J. Jackson read the report of the Business
Committee, making the nomination of Officers and Executive Com-
mittee for the year 1897-98. On motion, the report was unanimously
adopted. (See list on the inside of title page.)

The PresipENT —I have very great pleasure in declaring the result
of the election of officers, particularly that of the chief officer, one of
the most faithful officers of this Association, and one who in addition
has done so much to bring the work in his own county up to a very
high state of efficiency. On account of a large number of the dele-
gates being at present engaged elsewhere, [ feel satisfied it would be
the mind of the Convention that I should present the President-elect
to the Convention when the delegates are nearly all here. Most of
you are familiar with his face, although he is one of those who has
been doing the work more ‘n committee, where he has been working
so faithfully in the past, rather than in the more public proceedings

of the Convention. y

L. J. JacksoNn—I understand about 700 delegates sent names
to this Convention asking for billets, and that not 500 of these
have registered. The Billeting Committee have found homes with
a great many people who have not got delegates, and it has put
the people of Hamilton out a great deal. If some scheme could be
devised by which names would not be sent for delegates who are not
going it would be a great help to the Convention.

H. P. Moore—I believe that if you would require that every
person appointed a delegate to this Convention whose name is sent to
the Corresponding Secretary should send us 25c.—or 10c. if you wish
__as an earnest that they will be here, you would touch that matter
and secure a more definite number of names to be billeted. That may
seem @ little thing, but it seems to me that some action should be
taken for the sake of the good people of Hamilton. The matter is a
very serious one and has touched Hamilton as it touched London
last year.

Rev. Dr. BRETHOUR—I think another year or two of this kind of
dealing of delegates with billeting will lead to the abolition of the
billeting system altogether.

The PresipeNT—And yet I think T have heard different expressions.

Mr. Birge—Two delegates were allotted to my home and expected
on Wednesday morning, but have not arrived yet, and yestorday]
asked the Billeting Committee to send somebody else. Now, it is
much more satisfactory to the ladies of the home when the delegates
are appointed and they make preparations for them to have them
come ; but I don’t think even that experience would prevent our

homes being opened for delegates for another Convention. (Hear,

hear.)
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Mr. CLARKE—I went to a hotel and billeted myself and reported
to the Billeting Committee, and they seemed to be glad ; I thought
they were crowded.

A DEeLEGATE—The homes that are dissatisfied are those where the
delegates didn’t come. It is the fault of the delegates, and the worst
of it is that you are speaking to a constituency to-day that will not
be here next Convention.

The PresipENT—And more than that ; it is lecturing the people
that come for those that don’t come. The trouble is not a new one.
In many places it has been found that it is not safe to allot delegates
in advance, therefore billeting committees have determined only to
billet people that are certain of coming—the officers and Executive,
and the like—and the great body of delegates are only assigned to
houses after they come, and then the billeting committees act like
hotel clerks, and assign them as well as they can. I am very sorry
that there should be any such disappointment, especially in such a
large Convention as this; however, where hosts and guests have
come together, so far as I have been able to hear, everything has
been most cordial and happy, and I have no doubt when the Resolu-
tion Committee comes in, it will make a suitable acknowledgment of
this.

Mr. Moore then moved that we make the fee 25c. for all dele-
gates whose names are then sent in.

The PresipENT—Under rule that will go to the new Executive
Committee.

Rev. Mr. MuLLEN—That is a new departure and I think we should
consider it very carefully.

The PresipeNT—It is going to a very judicious committee,

The motion was then referred to the new Executive Committee.

Rev. R. J. Eruiorr then read the report of the Committee on Reso-
lutions which was adopted seriatim, the first resolution, referring to
the death of Mr. Reynolds, being carried unanimously by standing
vote. The report as a whole was then adopted as follows :

ResoLutioN COMMITTEE.

1. We regretfully but submissively place on record our high regard
for the late William Reynolds, and our profound sense of the loss
sustained by the International Association, with which we are linked
in the great Sabbath School work of this continent. His visits to
this Association will long linger in our memories as occasions of
inspiration, wise counsel, and delightful intercourse. He verily
“fought a good fight, kept the faith, finished his course, and has
received a crown of righteousness,” having been unceasingly ‘“diligent”
in the Master’s service, and “loved the appearing of the Lord, the
righteous Judge.” We give thanks to the Great Head of the Church
for having raised him up to do such stalwart service throughout the
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whole international field, and for the benediction which his life and
work has been to world-wide Sabbath School workers. Our earnest
prayers and loving sympathy are tendered to Mrs. Reynolds in this
her time of bereavement and sorrow.

The President and Qecretaries of the Assoc
convey our sympathy to Mrs. Reynolds.

9. That this Convention expresses its thankfulness for the valiant

stand that the Provincial Lord’s Day Alliance has taken to preserve

the Lord’s Day not only for rest but for worship; and desires to
record its approval of the legislation in respect to Sabbath observance
that has been granted by our Provincial Legislature. It, however,
ventures to hope that this measure of amendment to the Lord’s Day
Act is only an instalment of greater and better things yet to come.
[t cordially recommends to the Sabbath-keeping and rest-loving
people of this Province the work of the Lord’s Day Alliance in its
offorts to secure further organization, a more thorough education, &
larger co-operation, a greater protection, additional legislation and
clearer interpretation of the present laws in regard to Sabbath
observance.

3. We hereby reaffirm our abhorrence of the legalized liquor traflic,
and our demand for its total suppression by statutory enactment, as
a just and proper measure in aid of all moral efforts for the abolition
of intemperance and its attendant evils, and do hereby pledge our-
gelves to heartily co-operate by every laudable means in the promo-
tion of this great work.

4. We express our very great pleasure at the presence with us of
Mrs. Woodworth, of Buffalo ; Miss Mary F. Huber, Louisville, Ky.;
Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Washington, D.C.: Miss Mary Louisa Butler, of
Chicago ; Prof. Hamill and Mr. Geo. H. Archibald, Genl. Sec.
Quebec Assn., and our gratitude for their inspiring addresses and

words of counsel.
he thanks of the Convention to Prof. Excell, of

5. We convey t
Chicago ; Prof. Parker, organist of Centenary Church, and the union
ice of song.

choir, for their valuable and inspiring help in the serv
6. The cordial thanks of the Convention are due and are hereby
iven
(1) To the pastor and trustees of the Centenary Church, who so
kindly placed their commodious and finely-equipped edifice at our
disposal.
9) To the local committees for complete arrangements, which have
contributed so greatly to the comfort of the delegates, especially men-
tioning the unwearied and courteous gervices of Messrs. W. H.
MecLaren and John Adam, whose constant attention contributed so
much to the comfort of the delegation.
(3) To the hosts and hostesses of the city of Hamilton, for their
generous hospitality, and request the city pastors to convey the same
to their congregations from their pulpits next Sunday.

iation are requested to
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(4) To the pastor and managers of the Central Presbyterian
Church, who so kindly placed their Sabbath School parlors at the
disposal of the Convention, for the holding of departmental con-
ferences.

(5) To the press of Hamilton and Toronto for their excellent
and full reports of the proceedings of the Convention, as well as of
the Executive Committee during the year.

(6) To the retiring Prosident for his unceasing attention to the
business of the Association, and the urbanity of his conduct during
the sessions of this Convention.

(7) To the chairman of the Executive Committee and other officers
of the Association, for their tireless and faithful services during the
year, and to the members of the several committees for diligent atten-
tion to the interests of the Association.

(8) To the local examiners of the Normal Department for gratu-
itous services kindly rendered in supervising the examinations held
at various places throughout the province.

J. J. Reooirr, Chatrman.

R. J. ELriort, Secretary.
Hamalton, 29th Oct., 1897.

The PrESIDENT next introduced the Rev. W. A. Cook, of Thorold,
for an address on

“ SABBATH ScHOOL LEAEAGE, 1T8 CAUSE AND CuURE.”

Rev. Mr. Cook—Medical science is coming to be the science of
prevention, rather than that of the cure of disease. We must adopt
the same principle in our Sabbath School. Find out the weak points
and remedy them, so that the leakages may be prevented. To find
out the probable cause and possible remedy, I would invite you to a
species of self examination. Is there no short-coming in our indi-
vidual characters and conduct that might possibly lead to a loss of
influence with those committed to our care? With influences on
every hand that militate against the province and work of the
Sabbath School, such as the laxity in Sabbath observance ; the laxity
of religious training in the homes of many of our little ones ; the
Sabbath reading in so called religious papers and books; the associa-
tions of the streets, where many of our boys and girls are inoculated
with such debasing influences and ideas that tend to estrange them
from sympathy with, and interest in, Sabbath Schools—with these
influences before our minds, yet it is none the less true that it is not
natural for us to imagine the possibility that the secret spring of
many of our troubles may lie within ourselves rather than in others,
or other circumstances. Because of the position the Sabbath School
now occupies, much of the old and healthy system of parental instruc-

.
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tion has been relegated to the Qabbath School teacher, and for half
an hour each week he becomes © in loco parentis” to the pupils.
The teacher has therefore not only to take the place of the parent in
such matters, bat has to cultivate those qualities which belong to the
parent by nature. He also has to combat within himself his natural
ignorance of the character and disposition of the child, which charac-
ter and disposition are well known to the parent. Hence it is
requisite, if the best results are to follow, that the teacher should
come to know the child as fully as possible. But to teach such truths,
sympathy for the child is not all. We need, in addition, a deep and
intelligent sympathy with the subject in hand. This can only be
attained by the assiduous and meditative study of the lesson to induce
strong convictions in our minds and hearts of its truth, It is convic-
tion and not concession that has moved and moulded the world all
through the ages. Qo it is the strong sympathy begotten of the
conviction of the truth of what we teach, in conjunction with our
intelligent sympathy for the pupil’s character and conduct, that will
give us the largest and best results in soul winning. What we have
thus far gleaned you will readily recognize implies a still further
qualification on our part—such a qualification as cannot be emphasized
too strongly nor too frequently, namely, the expurimenta\ kunowledge
of a saving interest in the blood of Christ. First, be taught of
Clrist before attempting to teach Christ. The teacher who has this
experience of spiritual life will be found much in prayer to God for
help and guidance in the f: ithful discharge of every duty, and because
of his much asking, the Lord will crown his efforts with abundant
success. Another fact in this connection worthy of our consideration
is our responsibility to the pupils during the other six days of the
week as well as the seventh. These little ones are to be the men and
women of the future days, the fathers and mothers of future genera-
tions, the instructors and rulers of future homes and peoples. They
are growing physically and intellectually every day they live. 1f we,
as teachers, could so organize ourselves, and arrange, even though at
considerable self-sacrifice, so that we could do something for the
hysical culture of our boys and girls, more good results might follow
our Sabbath ministrations. For example, what is there incongruous
in our teachers and ofticers becoming the directors, and in many cases
the instructors of gymnasia ; directors and patrons of base-ball and
other clubs, where they might have the extended opportunity of
impressing their influence upon, as well as learning more of the
individual traits of character of their pupils. Our school buildings
and class-rooms that are closed, as a rule, six days of the week, could
very proﬁtahly be put to some such use. Get down amongst the
boys. Get rid as quickly as possible of that sentimental cant that
Christian work necessarily lowers itself by becoming deeply interested
in those very forces with which our boys and girls are daily sur-
rounded.  1n such literary garbage as usually finds its way into
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the hands of the youth of our several communities, we have one
of the greatest enemies to Sabbath School work. The minds of
our boys are sponge-like enough to soak in and retain stuff to
their future undoing and our chagrin, while the girls, by poring
over the sickly and effeminate effusions that fill so large a space in
many of our Sabbath School libraries, drink in false ideas of virtue
and Christian character, instead of good, strong, wholesome reading
that would stimulate thought in the direction of manly and womanly
character. This, I believe, would go a long way to solve the much
discussed problem, How to keep our boys in Sabbath School.

What of the Sabbath School as an Organization ? In its relation
to the Church the Sabbath School is expected to meet a need in
general Christian work. Its success in meeting the need will be
more or less evident when we answer the question, ** Is your Sabbath
School an institution of the Church, or an institution in the Church?”
To say it is an institution of the Church may truly describe the exact
condition of many of the Sabbath Schools, and explain many of the
failures in the work they attempt to do. Like the luckless child of
an indifferent and careless parentage, it is allowed to carry on its
work with little sympathy or help from the congregation with which
it claims kin. The superintendent and officers are continually har-
assed with the difficulty of making ends meet. Should they, in
their zeal, by any chance outrun their income by ever so little,
then they get no sympathy and little, if any, thanks, from the offi-
cers of the congregation, and as a last resort they have to inaugurate
and carry out a system of scheming to meet the financial obligations.

In such schools there can be very little of a missionary spirit incul-
cated—that very spirit which is the main-spring of all true liberality
and real Christianity. The cheese-paring policy by which many
congregations seek to carry on their Sabbath School work, is the
policy of the “penny wise and pound foolish.” May each one who
is connected with such a school become the advocate of congregational
support and oversight, and very soon what may at first seem impos-
sible, will become the pleasurable and profitable rule. The leaven
will spread. Every school, irrespective of size and, community, ought
to be wholly supported by the Church to which it belongs. This is
an axiom in successful, Sabbath School work. But on the other hand,
if your Sabbath School is an institution in the Church, then a dif-
ferent atmosphere seems to pervade the whole enterprise. There is
warmth and congeniality. The congregation fosters the school as a
loving, helpful, sympathetic parent. The superintendent, ofticers and
teachers are the Executive of the congregation in this department of
congregational work. They have the loving sympathy and recog-
nition of the congregation in a very practical manner. The pastor,
superintendent and teachers are brought to understand that their
duty is only to teach and train the young in the great principles of
Christain faith and work—the fostering of a true, broad, charitable,
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missionary spirit. The children are led to take an interest in the
reat evangelising schemes of the world without reference to the
petty details of sup lies. Thus one great leakage will at once be
stopped. Another source of weakness and immense leakage is the
influence of the homes upon the schools, and the schools upon the
homes. This section of our discussion is so immense and so far-
reaching that we can only just indicate it. How few parents ever
manifest any real interest in the school or teacher to whose care they
commit their children every Sabbath day, hence are never seen as
visitors or as attendants. They do not realize the ideal condition is
« All the Church in the Sabbath School, and all the Sabbath School
in the Church.” Here is a line of mission work that the Sabbath
School as an institution, and Sabbath School workers as a body,
might very profitably follow up. It means self-denial to a very large
degree, but oh, the results. DBy a regular and systematic visitation
of all the homes of the community, seek by precept and example, not
only to win the sympathy of the parents and induce them to visit
frequently the schools, but above all to impress the moral and spiritual
obligations upon them of having all their children with them at
least once every Sabbath day at the regular services of the sanctuary.
Could not such a plan of visitation be made helpful to school attend-
ance by issuing quarterly attendance cards with the dates printed
upon them to be punched as each pupil enters each Sabbath, the
pupil retaining the card for home inspection. There are many other
points that we could mention wherein the dissipation of useful energy
might be stopped, such as the unnecessary waste of time in conduct-
ing the opening exercises of the schools; the relative duties and
rvsponsihilities of pastor and supvrintendvnt, officers and teachers to
one another and to the school : shortcomings in the International
system of Bible lessons; the abuse of helps by teachers and pupils,
and many others that these may suggest [ shall leave to be touched
upon in the course of our general discussion. But in closing let me
call your attention to one or two matters that might add very mate-
rially to the permanent impiovement and interest in the Sabbath
School services.

It is frequently a cause of great lamentation on the part of pastors
and superintendents that classes are left without teachers Sabbath
after Sabbath, the teachers themselves being absent, and no substi-
tute being appointed. If there is one thing more than another that
kills the interest of the pupils in the Sabbath School, and kills the
influence of the teachers themselves over their pupils, it is this want
of loyalty to their sacred trust. The sense of responsibility lies so
lightly upon the consciences of very many teachers. Happily this
cause is becoming less and less year by year. But could not some-
thing more definite be done as a stop-gap ! For example, why not
have a class of volunteers, or whatever you like to call them, under
the care of the pastor and assistant superintendent, who shall engage
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themselves in the study of the lesson one week ahead, so that when
a teacher must necessarily be absent, a simple note to that effect
handed to the superintendent just before school opens would be suffi-
cient. He then could ask one of the volunteers to take charge of
the vacant class for that day. Such a class could be made up of
such members of the Church as the pastor knows to be thoroughly in
sympathy with Christian work, who themselves are, through the
private influence of the pastor, made willing to so serve the Church.

Still another suggestion that might be profitably worked in the
schools and be helpful in overcoming the desultoriness of much of
the instruction that is given. It isa well-known fact that in too
many cases the time given to the teaching of the lesson is often
prostituted to the inculcating of fadsand peculiar theories of teachers.
Jut when all is said and done that human ingenuity and sanctified
common-sense can suggest, what really is the great lack of our schools
and the great cause of leakage ! [s it not a want of Holy Ghost
power, the want of fuller consecration on the part of those engaged
in the work ? It is not merely intellectual ability, not merely execu-
tive ability that is needed, but ability that comes from a distinct
demarcation between the Christian worker and the worldling. Until
we have men and women whose one desire is to be true repre-
sentatives of the Christ to the young—of the Christ in His spirit of
devotion to the will of God, self-sacrifice, and self-abnegation, bene-
volence and love—not till then shall we have that power which over-
cometh every obstacle, which is successful in winning souls ; not till
then shall we have reason to believe there are no leakages in our
work and labor of love.

Mr. Hamiin—With all respect to any past expressions from this
or any other platform, I want to enter my dissent to the judgment
that we have no bad boys and girls as such. I go back to
Scripture and I find that I was conceived in sin and shapen
in iniquity— (hear, hear)—and I turn to the New Testament and
I find that by nature I am a child of wrath. I will set that
over against all of the new teaching, (Hear, hear.) A Sunday
School teacher trying to stop the leakage of the big bad boys who
know themselves to have fallen into very bad company and very bad
habits, will not do it by any superficial salving of the wound. You have
got to strike deep down into the conscience of that big boy, knowing
him to be bad, and that is the only way you can stop the leakage—
by making him to know for himself that the Gospel of the Son of
God can save him from the vilest vileness. (Applause.)

The PrESIDENT—When I was a boy there were bad boys, for I was
one. (Laughter.) I think it is often a difference of words merely.
Sometimes when people use the same words they mean different
things ; sometimes when they use different words they mean the same
thing. You need a standard dictionary.

Singing, ¢ Scatter Sunshine.”
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HOME DEPARTMENT.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE READING AssociaTioN— Hot sE-T0-HOUSE
VISITATION.

Rev. J. J. Reppirr, Brampton, said: A daily paper recently
remarked that there was a widespread opinion among those who
ought to know that there was a sad decadence in the old covenanter
system of the habit of family worship, and that there were descend-
ants of these covenanters to-day whose children didn’t know how to
conduct family worship. If we can conceive of some methods by
which we can capture the home for the consideration of God’s Word,
we shall certainly round up the varied phases of Sabbath School work.
The International Bible Reading Association had its origin fourteen
years ago in the Mother-land, and has greatly developed, until at the
last annual meeting 606,000 members were reported, 13,000 of whom
are in Canada. The banner class ‘of the Province of Ontario is in
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Brampton, having 500 members.
'The United States have about 11,000 members. The aim and object
is to interest all men and women, boys and girls in the study of the
Scriptures regularly and systematically, taking the Sabbath School
lesson of the International series and bringing to bear upon it day
by day small portions of the Word intended to illustrate the doctrines
taught in that lesson. The expenditure for an ordinary individual
mmember is 6 cents a year ; if ten or more are formed, 3 cents is the
cost in this country. They issue in the first place yearly a card of
topics giving the Sabbath School lesson readings—now, I believe,
adopted by every denomination and almost every Sabbath Sehool pro-
viding daily reading for their readers. This is sent to the local
secretary or the individual member. In connection with it there is
issued a quarterly letter, illustrated, to each member, bearing the
text and very thoughtful suggestions upon the matter. If you have
a class the 3-cent subscriber’s fee also includes the 7. B. R. A. Mes-
senger, giving information and facts. The 606,000 members are
engaged in the daily readings of these selections of Scripture all
bearing on one central fact. The issue of the notes is in twenty
different languages, going to almost every gection of the world to-day.
One word as to the advantages. First, you can hitch it on to any
gection of our Church work. It is not designed to supplant the
literature of the Church in any way. Another advantage is, by
adopting it you are enabled to pave the way for home class work.
The little red book published by the parent organization of home
classes and other literature can be had at the headquarters of our
association ; but it paves the way when you get families to read, and
the suggestion is that they take those selections for family worship.
Pardon me for a personal illustration from my own work. One of the
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families of my congregation, of which the father is a very retiring
man, who makes no public appearance whatever, on returning from Sab-
bath School has placed on a blackboard in the dining-room the Golden
Text for the next Sabbath’s lessons, and they have a copy of their daily
readings placed inside their Bible, and these readings form the
Scripture for their domestic worship, and they talk about it with the
same familiarity as they talk about any other ‘event in the family
circle. That father said to me, * You would be surprised the amount
of information we get from Sabbath to Sabbath on the Sunday
School lesson that we are approaching next Sunday.” Another gain
is that the home becomes interested in the Sunday School.  One
other fact, and by no means the least, is that it opens the Bible to
members of the family for the text of the lesson, bringing that
greatly-to-be-desired condition of affairs that was spoken of last night
by Professor Hamill. The literature is provided, I believe, gratui-
tously by some gentleman or company of gentlemen in England, and
the receipts of the membership are used for the support of a Sabbath
School missionary in India. The late lamented Dr. Phillips was the
missionary. During the year Rev. Richard Burgess has been sent
out, and is succeeding admirably.

I have now a few minutes to speak on a question that I do not
think has ever come before this Convention as a topic, and that is,
house-to-house visitation. Impressed upon the minds of Sabbath
School workers was the fact that there was largely a dearth of infor-
mation in regard to the condition of affairs in the great centres. The
house-to-house visitation opened the way by which the State and
county organization could secure organization of towns and cities,
and thus secure a great deal of good. It often happens that Chris-
tian workers in cities are sadly ignorant of conditions that lie almost
at their doors, and can only be had by hand-to-hand application. It
has been said that during the attack on Fort Sumter, for every man
killed there were fifty-three tons of scrap-iron thrown into that fort-
ress, and for every man wounded there were fifteen tons thrown in ;
while during that same great war there were sharpshooters who kept
the artillery quiet for hours together by singling out the men who
came to load and discharge the cannon, and with one ounce of lead
from the rifle brought down his man. Another object is to gather
the statistics of the city, to find out the childhood, the religious con-
ditions, and the census of denominational proclivities. Another is
to prepare the way for home department classes and for missionary
work as opportunity may be afforded. The organization requires
to be most thorough. A perfect map of the town, city or county
is secured ; then appeals are made through the pulpit and mass-
meetings are held, until there is enthusiasm in the matter., Workers
are gathered and instructed, schedules prepared, canvassing books
issued, providing that they have no more work than can be accom-
plished in a few hours of the day. In most cases the work is
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accomplished in one day ; it is always finished not later than the third
day. They are sent out invariably in apostolic fashion, two and two.
The visitors are all volunteers. The expense has been most success-
fully met in Louisville, Kentucky, where they received aid from the
Sabbath Schools, each school being asked to give a definite amount.
St. Louis has been visited four or five times with a great deal of suc-
cess. After the canvassers return, the information is all tabulated
according to wards and locations, and access to it is free to all church
workers, pastors and missionaries, for practical purposes. It is of
the utmost importance that this information should be utilized after
it is received, else the labor is a labor for naught. In 1892, in St.
Louis, 44,440 families were visited. In that visitation there were
found 50,000 children who didn’t attend any Sabbath School at all,
and 18,000 fathers and mothers who had no church connection what-
ever. In connection with a Christian denomination of that city, of
which there were six congregations, they had enrolled in their mein-
bership 1,200 persons. In that same canvass, 25,141 persons gave
their preferences as Protestants who had no church connection what-
ever. One church in Louisville gained ninety families from the first
visitation. Dr. Josiah Strong speaks of a nineteenth visit made in
one little town, where after that nineteenth visit there were thirty-
seven new families sent into the churches. Great wisdom is required
in the visitors ; but in the discovery of the occupation you have an
indication of the census of workers that you could get in no other
way. You find those engaged in notorious traffics, and you find a
large populace who have practically no visible means of support.
Another thing, wherever house-to-house visitation has been tried it
has drawn the attention of the church-going people to the undenomi-
national Sabbath School work, and the State organizations have almost
invariably profited in their funds from the visitation inspiring interest
in the work. 1 am persuaded that house-to-house visitation is one of
the means by which we shall capture the homes for the Church, which
will mean for the Sabbath School capturing the souls for Jesus and
carrying forward the chariot of our work to great and glorious suc-
cess. (Applause.)

Rev. Mr. MuLLEN—Are there many places where this system has
been adopted in Canada ?

Rev. Mr. Reopirr—I don’t know of any place where it has been
carried on in Canada.

Rev. Dr. Breraour—The church of which I have charge and the
Erskine Presbyterian Church, the neighboring church in the west end
of this city, adopted the house-to-house visitation plan about a year
ago. We visited an area covering about seventy-five blocks. The
visitors went two and two, one from each church. The visitation was
done, on the whole, very well. We found very few people who didn’t
claim to attend any church, and very few families whose children
didn’t go to Sabbath School. We got in both schools several new
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members from those families, and the work was well done and had a
very good influence. 1 have no doubt it could be done in very many
other sections of the city with perhaps greater benefit.

Mr. CLarkE—Did you find that the people resent being inter-
viewed or visited in this way, and asked whether they attend church
or their children go to Sabbath School *

ev. Mr. REppiTr—Some difficulty arose in that matter in one
canvass in St. Louis. About two thousand, 1 think, in that great
city refused information, or the people were away. The tigures
embrace Protestants and Roman (Catholics, and all religious per-
suasions.

A DeLEGATE—I am persuaded that the number given in regard
to the International Bible Readers’ Alliance*does not fairly represent
Canada, for all through our homes we are reading those daily readings
and studying them. " The question of house-to-house visitation and
that of leakage go together. If the home is visited faithfully, say,
once a quarter in our smaller places, once a year in our larger places,
perhaps we will find there won’t be so many leakages in our Sahbath
schools. (Hear, hear.) By visitation, I mean not the visit of a
pastor, but of a friend from the Sabbath School. There are two
or three discoveries yet to make in this world ; we want the bad boy
in our Sabbath Schools to discover a friend outside his own home.

DELEGATE FROM PETERBORO'—In our town we took the assessment
roll in which every ratepayer says what Church he belongs to, and
after getting the names divided up, we handed them to the pastors,
and we gave them a surprise party. There were quite a few names
that they didn’t know anything about, and there were quite a number
of Sabbath School children brought in.

The PresipENT— For four years I have used the I'nternational Bible
Readings for family worship. For two years now I have made all
the members of my Bible-class members of the Association by getting
these cards and giving them to them, and almost without exception
they have cordially given the promise to follow the daily readings.

Those who use these readings were asked to hold up their hands,
and a large number did so. The number of those who were enrolled
as members of the International Bible Reading Association was then
asked for, but a comparatively small number responded.

The President asked Miss Huber to speak as to the house-to-honse
visitation in Louisville.

Miss HuBer— We had some trouble in the last visitation in getting
answers to questions, but it was on account of the very strong A. P. A.
movement ; and last fall we wanted to make another canvass, but had
to give it up on that account, for the Roman Catholics thought it was
a soheme of the A. P. A. to get information. We have some opposi-
tion from others besides Roman Catholics. The first canvass we made
was more successful than the second, and in one church alone we had
ninety families brought in. One thing about this house-to-house visita-
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tion work is that it must be followed up. If you gather up this
information and put it away in a drawer, and if pastors and superin-
tendents don’t follow it up, you had better let it alone.

ev. Mr. Reppirr—The pioneer of the movement in connection
with the Bible Reading Association was Mr. McNab, who had to
give it up on account of ill-health. The following persons are now
acting as local secretaries : J. E. Kerr, Galt; Miss S. B. McEwen,
Lakefield; G. E. M ack, William’s Corners ; R. C. Weese, Leaming-
ton, and N. T. Wilson, 12 King Street West, Toronto.

The PresipENT—On account of Rev. Mr. Peckover leaving the
Province, we were obliged to make a change in the programme. We
were very fortunate, however, in securing Mrs. Crafts, so well known
to you all, who comes to us not only as a distinguished Primary
worker, but as the .\'up(-rintumlunt of the Sabbath School Depart-
ment of the W. C. T. U.

Mrs. CRAFTS was received with applause, and said : It is always
hard to take the place of another on the programme, and yet I have
been so often in Canada—this is the third Convention of Ontario
that T have attended—that [ have learned how loving and patient
you are, and so, perhaps, I do not feel quite so badly about being an
unexpected guest on this occasion. I wondered whether I should be
expected to talk about the topic of this gentleman, but [ thought
whatever the subject would be you would get a talk on Primary work.
(Laughter.) Some people think it is rather a small business to teach
a Primary class. When my husband was a pastor in New York
City I had a class of two hundred children in the Primary depart-
ment. and one of the good elders came to me and said, “ Mrs, Crafts,
we think our p;tstm“s wife is in rather a small business teaching the
Primary class; we would like you to take this adult Bible class.”
Well. if he had struck me I don’t think that it would have hurt me
as much as that remark. 1 told him that I felt I had the place of

ower in the Sabbath School, and T felt I could do more for that
Sabbath School and Church as a Primary teacher than in any other
position. There are lots of other people who don’t think that

Primary class teaching is small business. I havea letter from Pro-
fessor Hallock, a very distinguished author on psychology, who says,

«The Primary teachers should be the most enthusiastic of mortals,

for they must realize that they are taking the white-spun soul fresh
from the Creator’s loom and helping to fashion the fabric for honor
or dishonor. The first folds in that fabric are generally made for all
time, and the first stains are frequently proof against all human
efforts to cleanse. There is a peculiar dignity in the position which
the parent and the Primary teacher occupy towards the young. To-
day the Creator does not place the full-grown soul in Eden. He
gives every one of us a chance to assist in developing human souls

from their chrysalis state, and hence He now compels us to assist Him

in their creation.” A few months ago I heard a very distinguished
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gentleman who has the Chair of Mental Science in Columbia College,
New York State, state that at this present time the labors of some of
the greatest universities are turning upon the investigation of the
child—the mental and physical points that go to make up the child.
So it would seem that there are great universities that do not think
the teaching of little children a small business. Neither does the
International Sabbath School Association, for at the last two or three
of their triennial conventions they have given the Primary teachers a
half-day session in their whole meetings for the presentation of
Primary work ; and last year, in Boston, the International Primary
Union, of which I have had the honor of being President ever since its
organization, was taken on as a part of the International work. The
Primary teacher certainly has a great opportunity. Professor Hallock
says in his letter that the impressions that are made upon the brain
are there for all time. We all know by making investigations that
it is not the heavy brain so much as it is the brain with the convo-
lutions in it that is the great brain; and we know that the infant’s
brain is almost perfectly smooth, and every impression that has come
to a little child produces a change in the brain, and so as thought is
developed the brain becomes furrowed. It renders it so exceedingly
important what kind of impressions we shall make upon the minds
of little children, because they are there for all time and for eternity,
and therefore the great importance of right first impressions, and the
great responsibility of the Primary teacher’s opportunity. Right
here I am going to criticise one of the new methods in Sabbath School
work—the cradle roil. At one of the meetings of the Mothers’ Con-
gress a gentleman who had been a long time among the Zulu Indians,
gnid that for two weeks after the birth of a little child the Zulu
mother was allowed to remain alone in the room with her little child
in order that she might impress it with right influences. Perhaps
there was some superstition connected with that, but still the thought
was beautiful. Now, when God set the solitary in families He didn’t
set the solitary in Sabbath Schools—(hear, hear)—and so I believe
that the mother’s touch should be the first upon the little child, and
then the teacher’s touch. But the cradle roll would take the little
child just as soon as it was born and put the name on the roll, and
the child would be considered a member of the Sabbath School.
Now, I think it is a good deal more important for the child to be a
member of the family before it is a member of the Sabbath School—
(hear, hear)—and I am just afraid that this cradle roll is a wedge to
separate the Sabbath School and the home, and from the addresses I
have heard this morning I am sure you all agree it is a very wrong
thing to separate the home and the Sabbath School. (Hear, hear.)
I believe that ever after a child’s name is entered on the roll the
mother would feel less responsibility, and that somebody was sharing
the responsibility with her. Of course we do want to bring the
Sabbath School influence around every one of God’s little ones, but
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hat we can to get the

it seems to me a great deal wiser to do W
partment, than it is

mother interested in the school, in the home de
to separate her child from her.

When should the Primary teacher’'s opportunity begin? Well,
there is a great change in a ohild at three years of age. It ceases to
be an infant at three, and there comes a new development altogether.
The child then enters childhood ; it begins to have some little opinions
and will of its own. Now, whether or not it is wise even for the
Primary teacher’s opportunity to begin at three, [ am not quite sure.
We can hardly think it a mistake that Hannah took little Samuel up
to God’s house when he was three years old, and he began to do
gervice in the sanctuary at that time. We must acknowledge that it
was no mistake when the Egyptian princess took little Moses out of
the water in a pro\'iden(,inl way, that his mother was secured as the
nurse of that little child until he was three years of age. (Hear,
hear, and applause.) The bringing of little children at a very early
age into our Sabbath Schools has done a great deal to disturb the
equilibrium of our school atmosphere, and the question has arisen,

whether or not there should be a separate Jesson for the little chii-
dren. Now, I think we are all agreed that there should be the same
lesson for children of five years old and upward, but whether or not
there should be a separate lesson for children of three and four years
of age, is somewhat of a quvstion, and that is another reason why I
would not enter the little children into the Sabbath Sohool quite 80
early. [If those little children have religious homes and a Christian
mother, I believe it would be better to keep them there until they are
five years of age. (Hear, hear.) Then we ghall have no question
about this uniform lesson. Then the Primary teacher’s opportunity ;
what can she make of 1t ) T am glad to talk with you, dear superin-
tendents, because you do a great deal either to enlarge or circumseribe
the teacher’s opportunity. You can do the latter in two or three
ways ; and 1 will say, in a very amiable way, some of you are doing
it. (Laughter.) You are doing it when you ask your Primary
teacher to be present at both the opening and closing exercises of the
school. I attended a meeting of the Primary Union, in Syracuse,
recently, and after the exercises were OVer, I had a surprise, for the

Primary teachers invited me to stay to tea with the superintendents

of the city, and the whole time of the supper was filled in with
and delightful conversation about the relation of the Primary
work to the work of the whole school. [ wish there could be a law
passed that every superintendent had to take Kate Douglas Wiggins’
book, * Children’s Rights.” They would then understand the whole
structure of the matter & good deal better. Then I wish superin-
tendents would see to it that some books are put into the school
library, that they would read them first themselves, and put them
there for their Primary teachers. In Canada you produce one hook
that I should have go there, and that is Mr. Hughes' grand hook,

helpful
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published a few months ago, “ Froebel’s Educational Law for all
Teachers.” 1 wish that might go into every Sabbath School library,
not only for the benefit of the Primary teacher, but for the superin-
tendent and other teachers. Then ¢ Hallock’s Psychology,” the
author from whose letter T quoted. How can a Primary teacher
make more of her opportunity ? Study more. The time has gone by
when we can just pick up a little class, and teach it any way. There
is a wrong way and a right way to do everything. I heard Dr.
Nicholas Butler last winter, in Washington, in an educational address
before a company of teachers say, “ The Sabbath School is broken
down.” Oh, what a pain it gave me! On the platform was the
Commissioner of Education. I looked about ths audience, and found
some Sabbath School teachers, and we went to Dr. Butler, and 1
smiled just as pleasantly as I could with such a pain in my heart, and
I said: “Dr. Butler, here come some Sabbath School teachers ; we
represent upwards of twenty-five million teachers and scholars in the
world. We have been studying the Bible for something like a
hundred years or more, every week, and we have a convention once
in three or four years, and when we meet together and number our-
selves, we find we have increased several millions. Now, with these
facts before us, will you please tell us how we are broken down
because we don’t know it ourselves!” (Laughter.) His answer was
ready and rather brusque, for he said, “ You are broken down in your
teaching.” * Well,” I said, “that may be, we don’t teach as well as
we ought.” “You don’t teach as well as you ought, because you
have such a book to teach,” was his quick answer to me. [ said,
“Perhaps we don’t teach as well as we ought, but I do think our
teaching compares pretty favorably with the teaching done in the
Public Schools ;” and he said, “It ought to be done better, because
you have God’s Word to teach.” Now, with regard to the Primary
teachers, we are trying to improve ourselves, and we have now an
orgunization which includes about 225 unions, and I am so glad that
this work is keeping right along with the advanced steps here in
Canada, that you are just along in the advance work, that you have
ten or eleven unions in it—there may be two or three organized since
I heard of it a month ago—but you are keeping step with the
advance movement ; and all through our unions we are undertaking
to study how to teach, and the teachers are making the most of their
opportunity.

We are anxious for two reasons to teach thoroughly—to impress
God’s truth on the minds and hearts of little children, and also that
our work shall not be criticised by those who know what good work
is. Thank God for the critics, we learn perhaps more from them
than we do from our friends ; they only spur us on to greater efforts.
Primary teachers are trying to make more of their opportunity by
fitting themselves better for their work. Just take one instance of
how we are trying to apply these psychological principles. We ae
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told in this book that we have taken as our text-book, that the motor
centres are localized on the brain. Touch the brain here and the
arms move ; touch the brain a little further and the legs move ; touch
the brain here and the eyes move; even after life has passed out of
the body their every sensation has been localized on the body. Study,
culture, applied to teaching will show us this. If we talk a lesson
to a little child we only touch the brain on one spot, but if we give
the child something to see in connection with the lesson—some books
or illustrations—and also tell about the lesson we touch the brain on
two spots and thus make a stronger impression ; and then if we give
the child something to do in connection with the lesson—some draw-
ing on the blackboard or some exercises with his little hands—we
touch the brain on another spot. So we make the impressions
stronger ; and then if we can give his little feet something to do in
connection with the lesson we touch the brain on another spot ; and
it is clear that just as the more keys are touched, the more beautiful
will be the harmony, so the more spots we touch on the brain the
more effective will be the lesson. There should be a seeing part and
hearing part and doing part in every lesson we teach. (Applause.)

The President read the Registration Committee’s report, that the
number of delegates registered so far was 701. He urged those who
had not done so to register at the close of this session.

The congregation sang the doxology, and Rev. Dr. Potts closed the

session with the benediction.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 29th.

The session opened with a devotional service, led by Rev. J. G.
Shearer, B.A.

The PresipExT—The item on the programme to which we now
come is a very pleasant one. We have had the privilege of having
with us at this time a number of distingnished workers from abroad.
Thes> have come in different capacities. Mr. Archibald, who was
oblig-d to return to Montreal last evening, brought to us the greet-
ings of the Quebec Association. Mus. Woodsworth, of Buffalo, who
was with us yesterday in the Primary Conference and rendered
valuable service there, brought with her credentials from Dr. Duncan,
Chairman of the New York State Association. I am very sorry
that Mr. and Mrs, Woodsworth were obliged to return to Buffalo, and
could not remain for this part of the programme. Another com-
munication we have received is from the W. C. T. U. of the county
of Wentworth. I would suggest that the Secretary should send

most cordial acknowledgments of these. (Agreed.) I have now

much pleasure in introducing to you Miss Butler, of Chicago, Secre
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tary of the Mothers’ Oonference at Washington, of which Mrs. Crafts

spoke this morning.
Miss BurLer —If it were in my heart, as it is not, to lay any

honors—1 think they count for little—I should
feel myself very proud this afternoon, for two reasons, one to bring
greetings to such an audience as this, and another to stand before
you as the first secretary of the International Congress of Mothers.
[ bring you greetings to day from that Congress to the mothers here
and to the mothers who are represented here. Everyone in the
audience represents a mother, and I wish [ might say something that
would increase your interest in this national movement. We found
great sympathy expressed to us in letters and in other ways from
people in Canada, and we felt very much gratified with the expres-
sions they sent us. The February meetings were full of interest and
enthusiasm. The next Congress will be held next spring, and a
pamphlet will be distributed to you, giving particulars as to organiza-
tion of clubs, etc. 1 want you to take to your home greetings from
the Mothers’ Congress, feeling that there must be work done in
reaching the mothers of the children of our Sabbath Schools. Taere
must be corporate co-operation between the mothers and teachers—
not only the Sabbath School teachers but the secular teachers; and
when last night T heard the wish expressed from this platform that
no teacher should be in the public schools who was not a Christian, I
wanted to shout *Amen and Amen.” and I wish that might be a
possibility not only in your Dominion, but in the United States.
(Applause.)

The PresipENT—]I have now the pleasure of presenting to you the *
General Secretary of the State of Kentucky, and Secretary of the
International Field Workers’ Association, Miss Huber, of Louisville.

Miss Huser —It gives me a great deal of pleasure to bring you
greetings from Kentucky. This is my first visit to Canada, and I
came up here expecting to shiver, but I have been very agreeably dis-
appointed. I have not only found the weather as warm as we have
in Kentucky at this time of year, but I find your hearts just as warm
as ours, and beating for the same great work. In talking to Mr.
Day, whom we have come to know and love very much in Kentucky,
I find you have a great many things in Sabbath School work that we
have. While you hear a good deal about the blue grass of Kentucky,
still we have mountainous counties, and the sparsely settled sections
are very wide. We have county after county without a single mile
of railroad, where ignorance prevails, Still we have a good many
counties that are thoroughly organized. It was my sad privilege to
be with Mr. Reynolds in his last days and hours. On the Sunday be-
fore he died, four weeks ago last Sunday night, he gave an address in
one of our churches. He was deploring the wickedness of the city,
and contrasting it with the condition in which he saw it twenty-five
years before, and as if by way of apology he said, “ Now, I may not

stress upon earthly




he
he
le.

ou

lis-
\Ve
rm
Vir.
ky,
we
ky,
ons
nile

any
s to

be-
s in
ity,
five

123
be saying things tc please you, but there is only one person that I
want to please, and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 shall
never forget those words, uttered less than forty-eight hours before he
was called home. And, dear friends, I feel if we would all have
that same feeling in our work how very soon the sparsely settled
sections would be brought to Christ. (Applause.)

The PresipENT—You will now hear from Mrs. Watson of the
wW.C.T. U.

Mgs. Warson said : T am very orateful for this opportunity of bring-
ing to you the greetings of the Provincial W. C. T. U. [ have been
Superintendent of the Sabbath School department of our work for
Hamilton, and our President asked me to come here and have a word
with you in favor of our work. Twenty years ago, when our work
started it had only ten women ; to-day we have three hundred thou-
sand workers. When they started out on their crusade I think they
thought it would be a much easier work than it has proved to be.
They had no thought of how deep down this evil had gone into the
roots and into the fibres. There are very few of us can stand up and
say we are not touched by the liquor traffic ; so these women found
that although they were very earnest in prayer and strong in faith, it
was going to take longer to undo this great evil than they thought,
artment after department has been added to our work

and so dep
s own important work.

until we have forty departments, each with it
Our department of scientific temperance is not so new as our temper-

ance in the Sabbath Schools, and we have come to realize that we

can do nothing so thoroughly as what we can do through the Church

and we have been working through the Sabbath Schools, and have

had such a courteous response from the schools of this city, that now

we have gone so far as to ask for the triple pledge against profanity,

tobacco and liquor; we have a majority of the churches that are

willing to try them next year in their schools. We ask to have the

endorsement and approval of this Provincial Convention to try and

get a plebiscite up for the children. And if we could make this
matter of the plebiscite so clear to the little children—yes, even to
those of six years of age—we might look forward ten years hence to
a great large company of boys voting for prohibition, and that is
what we are asking for. We do not expect to get results at once,
but we are working for them, and try to do faithful work.

T would like every Sabbath School superiutendent or teacher here,
if a resolution should be brought up, would endorse this resolution
and have it sent out to faithfully put this matter before the
scholars as one that would help our fair Province. (Applause.)

The PresipENt—I1 will now introduce to you one who brings
greetings from the Sunrise Empire, Mr. Ikibari.

Mr. IKinARI, from Japan—Prior to my departure to be the pioneer
of organization of Qabbath School work in the country beyond the
sea, 1 have attended a number of conventions in the United States
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and a series of meetings in the Province of Quebec, but I assure
you I never felt more joy, more pleasure, than being with you in this
convention, for the very reason that T regard this Province of Ontario
almost as my own home. (Hear, hear.) I have been in this Pro-
vince almost a third of my life and received a University education,
and it was in this Province that I began to see the full scope of the
Sabbath School work as an evangelizing agency, particularly applied
to the country which I represent this afternoon. While I see a
great possibility to do Sabbath School work in that country, [ am not
ignorant of the great difficulties T have to encounter. As long as we
believe that the Sabbath School is the best place where we can in-
struct not only men and women, but children in particular, in the
knowledge of Jesus, so long we ought to meet every difficulty, cost
whatever it may ; and I am sure that as T am about to pioneer this
work I have your sympathy- _(hear, hear and amen)—and may God
bless all in this our effort to extend His kingdom on earth.
(Applause).

The PresipENT—I will ask you to respond—you can do it better
than I—to these warm greetings that have been brought to us ; and
those of you who concur will please rise and manifest to these friends
our greeting in that way. (The audience rose en masse.)

TEMPERANCE LESSON.

Mr. S. J. Duvcas-CLark, Toronto, gave the following Temperance
Jesson with the aid of a blackboard. He asked them to imagine for
the time that they were a class of boys and girls. He began by
reading in Rom. xiv. 13-23, and then spoke as follows: I suppose,

girls and boys, you have all at some time or other watched the brick-
layers building a wall, and perhaps you have seen them holding one
end of a string, drop the lead at the other end down from the top of
the wall. (Yes.) Well, what is that string called ? (A plumb line.)
Yes, and what is it used for? (To see if the wall stands straight.)
Yes, that is right. Now God has dropped from His throne in glory
a plumb line down to earth, It is His perfect law, and He wants
that all of us should measure straight with that line. Do you think
every one does (No.) No, indeed. Jesus Christ was the only man
who ever measured quite straight with it. There are many things
that keep men from being straight. Can you tell me some? (Lying,
pride, drink.) Yes, all these ; but drink is the one we want to speak
about to-day. See, here is a line on the board to represent God’s
plumb line ; now, whatever drags men down to earth hinders them
from being straight with that line ; and the nearer earth they get the
more out of plumb do they become. Nothing drags men down more
quickly or more dreadfully than drink. I remember walking through
the Park in Toronto one day, and seeing a man who had been drink-
ing staggering along the road. He met two little children, and
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em said, *Children, keep straight ; it’s mighty hard, but
t,” and then he lurched off, showing how impossible it is
for a man who drinks to keep straight. Too often when we see a
drunken man we are inclined to laugh at him, or say harsh and bitter
things about his wickedness and folly ; but I want you to read that
first verse we read just now, Rom. xiv. 13. What does it say !
« Let us not therefore judge one another any more ; but judge this
rather, that no man put a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in
his brother’s way.”) Oh, yes ; so we are not to judge the poor, sin-
enslaved drunkard, are we 1 And we are to be very careful of this
because, as we read in verse 13, there is a danger of causing the
destruction of our brother for whom Jesus Christ died, and-that
would be an awful thing Now tell me some things that are
(The saloon, example.) Yes, both of these.
But first I want to speak of example Some people, you know, think
it all right to takea little wine now and then. Tt doesn’t do them any
harm they think, because they don’t take too much. Though, if they
only knew every drop of alcohol is harmful. And some good people
like to put a little brandy in their sauces, or to preserve their peaches
in brandy. And perhaps it may not do them any very great harm. But
they cannot tell what harm their example may do. And even you
oirls who do none of these things; who don’t smoke or
hing and joking about drink
[t may lead some weak

stopping th
keep straigh

stumbling-blocks ?

boys and
chew, or swear ; do you know your laug
and being drunk may do a lot of harm?!
boy or girl to think lightly of these awful things, and so to be more
easily lead astray when the time of temptation comes. Look, now,
here 1 put on the board a stumbling-block. It is some good person’s
bad example. Here is a great precipice going down, down, down on
the far side of it; and then here on this side is some weak brother
represented by this leaning stroke. Who is it stands behind ready
to push him over this stumbling-block * (The saloon-keeper.) And
who is behind the saloon-keeper ! (The g_;owrmuvnt.) Yes, we will
put strokes for both of them ; but who makes the government ?
(The peoplo) Yes, and here is a stroke for them. So that really,
after all, who is it that pushes the poor, weak drunkard over ! (The
people.) Yes, and who are the people ! Why, they are father and
big brothers, and you and I when we get old enough to vote. Is the
drunkard the only man out of plumb with God’s line then? (No.)
Who else? (The people.) Yes, the people who vote wrong, and the
people who set bad examples. If we want to get into plumb we
must each, first of all for ourselves, forbid all liquor to enter that
little public-house just below our noses, and then work, and work,
and work till God enables us to make our country plumb by closing
up every saloon and driving liquor out of our land. (Applause.)
After singing, *‘Let Him in,”
The PresipeNt—The next item is a
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« NORMAL LEssoN—A STUDY OF Acts.”
By Prof. Ham:ll,

He said: I desire to express my sincere regret that the young
gentleman who preceded me, by a courtesy that surely did him
honor, but that deprived you of most excellent temperance teach-
ing, was constrained out of respect t» a stranger to curtail his
address. I have heard a good many lessons taught—sometimes taught
in the most elegant paternal kindergarten fashion—(laughter)—but
I have just heard it taught out of the Word of God with the
simple beauty of that Word illustrating the lesson. I shall not soon
forget the impression made by this brother’s teaching. (Hear, hear.)
May God spare him many years to impress Bible truth in temper-
ance matters upon the conscience and minds of the children.
(Applause.) We have had the Book of Acts for nearly a year.
Pardon an incidental hint. Don’t you think, in view of the clamor
for a separate primary lesson, that the International Lesson Com-
mittee have been doing pretty well to take a book covering thirty
years of the apostolic church and setting us a whole year to study
it, and not even taking an excursion into the doctrinal portions of
the New Testament, except as Paul took that excursion? Don’t
you think it ought to stop the mouths of some critics of the Inter-
hational Lesson Committee? I do sincerely. (Applause.) If you
want concrete Bible work for little children, then I would like to
ask what is more concrete than Paul hefore Agrippa this Sunday,
or Paul’s shipwreck upon the sea next Sunday, or Paul in Rome
the Sunday following? If you get anything out of the Bible better
than Bible biography, better than Bible history sanctified by human
life making it, and it in turn sanctified by the Spirit of God, then I
fail to find what the concrete thing is that Prof. Harvey of New
York wants. (Laughter.) I have five points that I shall endeavor
to comprehend within the forty minutes allotted me, and I would
be glad for the Convention to read the five points and fix them on
their mind, so that I can instantly erase them, and that you may
reproduce them at my call. (The five points are, Lands, Centres,
Author, Book, Key.) Why the Land first? Because the land was
here first. Then Centres ; civilization was most in the centres, as
now. Paul has been most of his time in the great cities planting
his churches in the centres of empire. I think Christians would
do well not to forget this matter in these latter days. As to the
Author, very little is known ; but as much as is known let us dis-
cover. T have little to say about the traditional Luke. I have little
regard for mere tradition as put in comparison with the Word of
God. Then we may take up the book itself ; and lastly, 1 thought I
would offer you a suggestion in part of a memory key to the Book of
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Acts by chapters. Now let us say it rapidly, and then I will erase
it. Altogether rapidly, twice. (The audience repeated the head-
ings once.) Now, look away from the board and repeat the same
words. (This was done.) Now let us begin with the lands. The
300k of Acts begins with the land of Judea, and before these thirty
years are done, compasses the entire known world. You may start
here and draw something like a map of the lands, sweeping down
the north broken coast, over here until you come to the Algean Sea ;
and then come down again, taking in Greece, and down again till
you come to the heel and toe of Italy. Round that sea was grouped
the civilization of the known world. ~ Barbaric hordes were here and
there, and Asia lay yonder ; but here was the great world, and here
the Gospel centered itself. Let us begin in this order. First is
Judea. There, as the Book of Acts tells us, it stayed for full seven
years, and then it passed northwards to a land not of pure religion,
but of hybrids, half religions, Samaria: and then it passed stili
farther till it came to this Roman province, Syria, with Antioch as
its great metropolis, and with Damascus; and then the Gospel sped on
its way under Paul to Asia Minor, and here you have another great
district added to its conquest. God sent his His spirit to lead Paul
still farther into Southern Europe, the only portion of it in which he
was particularly to preach the Giospel, then the Gospel had gone
down here—the Book of Acts only mentions it incidentally—the
north of Africa had been preached to and partly conquered—Alex-
andria at least. Apollos, you remember, came from Alexandria
with a half-learned Gospel to Ephesus, and Paul taught it to him
better. There are the countries, [ wonder if you can call them in
the order in which the Book of Acts progresses | (Audience
repeated the list.) Somebody open quickly at the Book of Acts i. 8,
and read it. (Passage read.) Now we will name the centres and
the order in which they are reached by the Cross. First down here
is Jerusalem, the centre of monothesism, the home of the temple,
the starting point of the Gospel, which is builded upon the law of
the prophets and grows out of them. For seven years the church
moved not out of Jerusalem. Then God moved the Gospel to the
northward, and it was taken by one of His faithful followers to
Samaria. Who was that? (Philip.) Philip was a layman. It is
well, T think, to remember it was a layman took the Gospel from
Jerusalem to another city, and then came the Apostles to put their
sanction upon it. Samaria was the city of the half Jew. The
Gospel would never have been preached to the Samaritan at the first.
Tt took seven years for it to reach him, though he was only thirty-
gix miles away. And then the Gospel, you remember, went to
Damascus. Damascus was the most ancient city in the world in
continuous existence. It was the scene of Paul’s conversion ; the
earl of the Orient, 140 miles from Jerusalem. The Gospel is
planting itself in Cesarea, about fifty miles north-west of Jerusalem,
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the capital of Palestine, where the Roman governor lived. Then the
Gospel finds its way to a new centre, it plants itself in Antioch as
the point of departure and return of Paul’s helpers. It is the centre
of the first Gentile Christian church, three hundred miles north of
Jerusalem, the third greatest city—Rome first, Alexandria second,
and Antioch third —commercial and educational ; in both respects a
metropolis. Then the Gospel wings its way to another great city,
the centre of paganism. Ephesus, the centre of the worship of many
gods. Then the (iospel passed on over until it goes to Athens, the great
educational centre in this ancient world ; and then it comes to Cor-
inth, the great business centre, greatest in the world, wealthiest city in
Paul’s day ; and then meantime it has come down here to Alexandria,
the great centre of learning in Africa, with its wonderful library and
its schools of philosophy. 'And then last, in the 28th chapter, we are
brought to the greatest of all these cities, four million strong. One
of the Cmsars says, “I found it brick, and made it marble.”  What
city is that? (Rome.) So there you have the ten great centres to
which Paul passed, and through which the Gospel successively
achieved its conquest. Let us see if we can call them. (List
repeated.) Now I will repeat the characterization as you call the
city.  List repeated as follows: Jerusalem, centre of monotheism ;
Samaria, centre of hydridism ; Damascus, centre of Paul’s conversion;
Antioch, centre of (ventile church ; Ephesus, pagan centre ; Athens,
educational centre ; Alexandria, African centre ; Rome, mistress of
the world. Now, what was the next of the five words? (Author.)
I don’t know so much about Luke, but, first of all, he was a Gentile.
Opinions may vary a little upon that matter, but I think I am per-
fectly safe in following such an eminent commentator as Dr. Philip
Schaff about it. Turn to Colossians iv. 10-14, and find upon what
the learned commentators base the statement scripturally that Luke
was a Gentile. 'Who sees the basis of the conclusion that Luke was
a Gentile? (He was not amongst those that were of the circum-
cision.) I think it isa fair inference. Look at the 11th verse, and
tell me what he was. (Beloved physician.) Please notice it is the
definite article. The Christian physician, the only kind that there
ought to be. (Applause.) He was something else. Turn to
Timothy ii. 4, and you will get the most beautiful glimpse of Luke in
the Now Testament. (“Only Luke is with me.”) That is all. That
is the last letter Paul ever wrote, when about seventy years old, “I
have finished my course.” He writes and tells his son in the
Gospel there is just one man out of all the company that had escorted
him to and fro, that had continued with him steadfast to the end,
and that is Luke the physician. Tt is safe to say, by looking at the
“they” and “we »in the Acts, Luke was with him more than three-
fourths of the time and standing with him to the end. What was
the first land we had a little while ago? (Repeats.) What was the
first centre we had ! (Repeats.) What is the fourth word ? (Book.)
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Let that line stand for the Book of Acts and its twenty-eight chap-
ters, and its three divisions. The first is pmpouml«(l in the first
seven chapters, and the second in the next five chapters, and the
third large division in the last sixteen chapters. Then as to the
scope of the book. It takes thirty vears from Pentecost to prison—
Paul’s first Roman imprisonment. During these thirty years the
first Christian sermon was preached. At the close of the thirty years
there was not a great capital in Europe, Asia and Africa into which
the Gospel had not penetrated and been preached many times. Divide
it up. Seven years the Gospel stayed at Jerusalem. Eleven years
afterwards it was in a period of transition from Jew to Gentile, and
twelve years until the first Roman imprisonment was terminated.
There are three typical leaders in the Book of Acts, each represent-
ing the changing phases or development of the Gospel. First comes
Peter, the Jew. In the closing of his life he became something more
than a Jew, but up to Pentecost and beyond it, he was still a Jew.
He temporizes with Judaism out there at Antioch, and it took three
times the divine vision descending to get him to go and preach the
Gospel to a Roman centurion dwelling in the city of his own country.
So he represents the Gospel in its embryo state—the Gospel for
Jew and Jewish proselytes, but for those only. Then there comes a
man elected a deacon, a good man, and he has a larger vision than
Peter, though he is a lesser man intellectually and in position: he
was not an apostle ; who was that? (Philip.) He is the first one
that takes the Gospel outside the walls of Jerusalem, and it would
not have gone outside the walls of Jerusalem if God had not put it
there ; it would have been a mutual admiration society, just what
many a church is, it stays within its doors and sits in cushioned pews.
I want to show you a little illustration of how God dealt with the first
church. Watch a man or boy in the open country lighting a match.
What does he do? He lights a match and then puts his hand around
it, keeping away the rude wind and air that would blow it out ; and
then when it gets to the point of combustion he takes his hand away
and it finds the oxygen. So God dealt with His church. He put
His great divine hand about it for seven years, and it was a time of
peace and comfort in Jerusalem, no opposition or serious persecution,
but by-and-by when the flame had grown to a certain point of com-
bustion, then God took off His hand—Stephen was stoned and the
converts spread into all countries. (This point was illustrated by
lighting a match and holding it in the way suggested, amid applause.)
Here is the great third leader, and he stands for Gentile Christianity,
and that in its broad sweep enfolds you and me, therefore we are
nearer to the third. Who is that? (Paul.) I like to study the
Book of Acts. I was born in Alabama ; my very cradle was rocked
by the hand of the slave ; I was brought up under the old environ-
ment of the South ; and yet more and more as I study the Gospel of
the Holy Ghost in the Book of Acts, the acts of the Holy Ghost in

9
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all kinds of men, the more [ look into the
with whom I was two weeks in Quebec,
the all-inclusiveness

expanding the Gospel to
face of my brother Tkihari,
+he more 1 see the broadness of (3od’s mercy and
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

At the end of the century, under John, Christianity had achieved

great triumphs. T think it would be well for every single teacher to
help the children get the mastery in some simple way of the contents
of the book, and so I am going to take it like this. I will take the
first twelve chapters, using the letters of the words « Apostle Peter.”
(1) Ascension, (2) Pentecost, (3) Outcast, (4) Sanhedrim, (5) Treach-
ery, (6) Layman, (7) Execution, (8) Philip, (9) Emissary, (10) Trance,
(a1 Expl:mntion. (12) Release. Adopt some little simple memory
hword, keyword, build up an analysis, a key to a book
u to turn in mind rapidly to a particular chapter
tevent. In other words, take the chief event
in each of the twenty-eight chapters of the Book of Acts and group
them about any set of words you please. I find it convenient to
group them about these words (*“ Apostle Peter ") ; and the last six-
teen about « Apostle Paul’s Acts.” Now you can take those chapters
and little children will be interested in them, and associate the
chapters of the Book of Acts in such a way that it will be a help to
them afterwards in Bible study. (Applanse.)

The PRESIDENT introduced Rev. Dr. Potts as Chairman of the
International Lesson Committee.

Rev. Dr. Porrs said : Strange that I should be introduced in this
was its first pastor. Ab, that is ancient history.
(Laughter.) You have listened this afternoon to a man who, in my
estimation, is the best expert Sabbath School worker on the North
American continent. (Hear, hear, and applause.) We have been
sorrowing of late over the death of William Reynolds. Thank God
Jacobs and Professor Hamill, and others, who are still
ch and the Sabbath School world. No
humble servant when I was

device, catc
that will enable yo
marked by a certain grea

church when 1

for B. F.
graciously spm'e(l to the Chur

one was ever more surprised than your
olected as Chairman of the International Lesson Committee ; yet I

felt then as 1 feel now that it was a great honor . to (Canada, when
(Canada had two repn-smxtatiw-s on the Committee that one of them
should be appointed in succession to Bishop Vincent. (Applause.)
Last March the new committee was organized. On the 10th of next
month we meet in Washington for the purpose of selecting lessons
for 1900, having already selected the lessons for 1898 and 1899. 1
think T may say to the Convention the lessons of the next series will
yrobably revolve around biblical biography. I met Professor Hamill
at Halifax, at the Nova Scotia Convention. 1 had never been at a
Provincial Convention outside of Ontario. I looked for great
things. We had an interesting meeting, but it was not Ontatio.

Singing, ‘I am thine, O Lord.”
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The PresipExT—Those who have been attending the conventions
for years past, will remember with what enthusiasm we wen% into
normal work ; but we were obliged to discontinue in that form be-
cause of the expense involved. The last convention gave directions
that normal work should be continued under the direction of the
Central Executive, who were fortunate enough to discover a man
who was able to square. the circle—do what would seem to be an im-
possibility ; to do a great amount of normal work during the year
without any burden to the Association, but actually leaving a small
surplus, which is reserved for the use of the Normal Department
during the coming year. I have now much pleasure in introducing
to you the gentleman who was able to accomplish that wonderful
feat.

Mr. G. M. Lig, Chairman of the Normal Committee, was received
with applause, and read the results of the examinations as follows:

REPORT OF EXAMINATIONS.

During the year about seven hundred people have studied the
Normal Course, but from various causes, only forty-four of these, in
eleven different places, applied for examination papers.

The thanks of the Association should be given to Rev. S. Bates,
B.A.: Rev. J. W. Rae, B.A,; Rev. John McEwen ; John A. Pater-
son. MLA.: and James L. Hughes, PS.I. all of Toronto, who set the
questions and examined the papers of the candidates; and to Rev.
John McNair and Rev. J. E. Howell, of Waterloo ; Rev. J. W,
Holmes and Rev. W. A, Bradley, of Mitchell ;: Rev. E. Whitworth,
of Tapleytown ; Rev. W. T. Gunn, of Cowansville, Que.; Rev. C.
Parker, Napanee ; Rev. Wilberforce Lee, Toronto, and W. T. Harri-
son, Esq, M.D., Keene, who prc-side(l at the different places where
the examinations were held.

The results of the examinations are as follows : Margaret Machan,
Jessie M. Machan, Samuel R. Stuart, Pamelia Morley and Susan
Baker have passed both years’ examinations and are entitled to their
diplomas ; Roxana Noecker has passed on the Old Testament history
of the second year’s work ; while in first year’s work Mabel A. Carter,
William Davis and Susan Baker passed in both subjects and have
received their certificates ; Urbane Moore, Frederick Davis, Mrs, S.
M. Edwards, Katherine E. Burritt, Gage E. A. Best, Louise Gerry,
Myra Boyd, Gertrude Clarke, Ida Rowley, Jennie Whitworth, Lucy
Edwards, V. Maude Garrison, Mabel A. Harrison, and S. B. Bricker
passed on New Testament ; and Pamelia Morley and Charles W.
Bishop passed on Training.

Mr. Lee, in commenting upon the Normal work, said : I think there
is no vocation in God’s wide world more noble than that of the Sab-
bath School teacher. I know of none also who more need training—
I am not even excepting pastors of the churches—than the Sabbath
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After listening to the lesson which Prof. Hamill has
is text-book, I think you will agree with me
that we have in his little books secured the very best course. It is
like a can of condensed meat ; it does not look very much, but there
is a lot in it. On the one hand, teachers can easily get it up; on the
other, they must not underrate the thing, and suppose they can get it
up with very little study. I think all intelligent people in Ontario
recognize the necessity of training. The other day a lady stepped
into a store and asked for some lace, adding, “ I want it very cheap,
because it is only to give away.” (Laughter.) Well, I sometimes
think that some teachers consider that is the way with their services
—they are only giving to God, and anything at all will do. Re-
peatedly in the Word of God the necessity of giving our best, our
first-fruits to Him, is emphasized. ~Some people tell us, “ Throw
away your commentaries and helps and open your Bible with prayer
to God, and He will open your mouth and give you words for your
classes.” Well, I do, read an instance in that book where God did
open the mouth of an ignorant animal and put words in it, but it is
the only instance I know of on record. (Laughter.) 1 believe that
as we give effort toour work He is going to bless us.

to lazy people in the Bible. 1
have felt that there is no work in which this Association is engaged

better than the work of training teachers, and so I have thrown my-
I have not time, or

self with all my heart and soul into this work.
I would like to speak a few words on what I consider our defective
organiz;Wion. When I went to take up this work I found, I hadn’t
the address of a single superintendent in this Province outside my
own city. I could get no track of when the conventions were held
antil I could get hold of friend Day before the conventions came off.
Then I got a few of them. I could not send circulars to these con-
ventions, but as the work went on during the year I became deeply
impressed with the fact that one may scatter circulars with all the
earnestness he can but they will have very little effect. This is to be
personal hand-to-hand work, every person taking their share. Be-
tween last Christmas and New Year's I sent about a thousand cir-
culars—one to every pastor and superintendent in every city and
town and incorporated village in Ontario. I got back about ten
responses to that werk. I sent to the twenty secretaries of the
twenty Young People’s Societies of the City of Hamilton long letters,
as full of earnestness as I knew how to put them ; I got back not one
answer, nor was one student enrolled as a result. On the other hand,
T visited eighteen of our Young People’s Societies, and laid the mat-
ter before them ; I called upon them to fulfil their pledge for work,
and as the result I enrolled 385 students in our course. Not ten
out of a thousand circulars; mnot one out of twenty letters; but
personal visits brought me back 385 students! Tt is the living voice
living people that is needed. But this is the Association’s

School teacher.
given us and examining h

just in proportion
I don’t know of a blessing promisvd

among
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work ; it should not be left upon the shoulders of a few. If one per-
son in the limited time at his disposal can get during the year nearly
four hundred students, surely every member of this Association can
get four. Will you do it? Will you go from this convention proving
that the fire of God has been generated in your hearts here, and that
you are going to do something for Him ? The only preparation that
you need is two or three of our last reports, our syllabus and the
five of God in your heart, and you are sure to succeed. Already
fifty applications have come in from Manitoba, from Quebec, Nova
Scotia, as well as Ontario, in rvesponse to a letter we had publislwd
in religious papers a short time ago. If you enrol the candi
dates we will do the rest. I am sure I would have had more diplo-
mas to offer this time if more had entered on the training course. &
have proof that these two year courses will help our teachers 1m
mensely. 1 would like every person here to be in the Normal class.
(The delegates were asked to pledge themselves to enrol members,
and a considerable number stood up. Circulars were also distributed
at the close of the session.)

Singing, “Jesus is mine.”

NORMAL DEPARTMENT. EXAMINATION, 1897.
Division I.—NEW TESTAMENT.

1. Name the Historical Books of the New Testament. By whom
they were written ? Why they were written? The class of people
for whom they were specially intended ; with a quotation from each
writer, showing adaptation to the condition of such people.

9. Draw a map of Palestine, with divisions, as they were recog-
nized in the time of Jesus. Also give a brief account of its impor-
tance in relation to the great nations on the East, the North and the
South.

3. Write a brief account of the Temple ; embracing the changes
it underwent, its builders, what was new, and what was lacking in
the work of each.

{. Name four of what you regard as among the chief cities of
Palestine, and how they are geographically related to the city to

which the Temple belonged.
5. Name three of the great cities where Christian church life was

marked ; and state something for which you regard them as dis-

tinguished.
6. Enumerate the peri()d of Christ’s life and ministry as given in

the text-book; and name three of what you regard as the most
important events of each period.

7. Give some account of the last forty
the earth, and how He was engaged.

days of Christ’s work on

| as the Kingdom of God —its

8. Outline what you understanc
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extent in divine purpose; its subjects, and their character ; its

institutions, and their significance.

9. Explain what you mean by th
three things said to be done by Him.

10. Of the favorable conditions for
into the world, describe four.

11. Open your New Testament, re
describe from this point, and these circumstances,
of the Gospel to the various provinces of Palestine.

12. Describe the event that was most influential in the spread of
the Gospel from Jerusalem, and under what circumstances Was this
Gospel pmclaime(l to Gentiles, as well as Jews?

Total value, 200—20 each ; only 10 questions to be

e name Holy Spirit, and give
the coming of Jesus Christ

ad Acts ii. 9, 10, 11 verses; and
the orderly spread

attempted.

DivisioN I.—TRAINING [LESSONS.

1. Discuss relation of the Sabbath School to the Church.

9. How would you organize a school as to departments?

3. Qutline the characteristics that make up an efficient super-
intendent.

4. Write notes on teachers’ “duties.”

5. Discuss scholars from the standpoint of training.”

6. What, in your opinion, are the best incentives to be placed

before a school for its highest advancement !
16 Epitomize a good programme for an ordinary Sabbath School

session.
8. Write notes on the ‘‘ lesson study.”
9. Discuss teaching as to matter and method.
10. On what principle should a school review be conducted !
11. Epitomize a programme for a teachers’ meeting.
12. Give a course of study in the Primary department.
Value, 200—20 each ; only 10 questions to be attempted.

Divisioy IT.—OLp TESTAMENT.

1. Classify the books of the Old Testament. Why should Nehe-
fifth period (536

miah and Esther, both of which were written in the
B.C.—397 B.C.) be placed where they ave in the Canon !

9. Describe in detail the period of Conquest (14
B.C.).

3 'Define Theocracy, Lex Talionis,
«Princes of the Congregation,” Mishna,
ducees and Herodians.

4, How would you distinguish between :
Offering? (2) A Burnt and Peace Offering? (3)
(4) Clean and Unclean? (5) The Sacrifice and the Priesthood !

5. How were the Jewish youth educated? Answer fully.

any defects that occur to you in their system,

91 B.0.—1095

«The Seventy,” Jubilee,
Talmud, Samaritans, Sad-

(1) A Sin and a Trespass
Priests and Levites?

State




The most powerful 7 (3) The most despise(l !
againt Roman sovereignty "f

contrasting it with miracles in the New T
one who foretells future events.” (riticise tl

(1) The best educated ! (2)

(4) The most rebellious
Describe fully any of these sects.

of prophecy in the Old Testament,
estament. ‘A proplwl is
\is definition *

R, Name the great doctrines of the Old Testament. Define fully

6. What sects among the Jews were:

7. Define the place and purpose

any one of them.

9. (1) Define Canon. (2) Who compiled the 0ld Testament Canon.
(3) Name and describe three noted versions of the Old Testament.
(4) State what you know of the Sinai Codex

10. Distinguish clearly between the genuineness and credibility of

[f a book could be proved mnot to be genuine, would its

a book.
swer !

credibility also be destroyed ! Give reasons for your a1
These questions are valued at 20 marks each.

DivisioN 11.—TRAINING LLESSONS.
1. Describe five mistakes in teaching frequently made by Sabbath
School teachers !

9. Give five rules for good questioning

3. There can be no learning without attention ;
solely on interest. Show how to secure active interest.

4. There is no intellectual growth without self-activity. How do
you secure self-activity on the part of your pupils —(a) In the pre-
paration of the lesson ¥ (b) While the lesson is being taught ?

5. Good telling and good listening used to be considered good
teaching. Describe three other processes of teaching, and show that
they are better than telling. Which process do you believe to be
best, and why ?

6. Take any portion of the
calculated to open up the centr:
would expect. State what you regard as the central
portion you select !
Show how the lessons you teach may become elements in the
How do you account for failure in case
elements in the character of your pupils
¢ adaptation” and *co-operation ” in

attention depends

New Testament, and ask five questions
11 thought. Glive the answers you
thought of the

'
characters of your pupils.
your lessons do not become

8. Explain the principles of ¢
teaching !

9. State all the plans of illustration you
advantages !

The value of each question is 20 marks, e
each of which is valued 30.

use, and show their

xcept questions 4 and 5,
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A PRIMARY CLASS SESSION.

A class of about twenty little folks were seated on the platform,
Mrs. R. McDonald, of Hamilton, acting as superintendent, and Miss
Edith Readman as teacher.

After singing and a brief prayer, followed by the Lord’s prayer,
roll call and collection, during which the song was sung, “ Hear the
Pennies Dropping,” and also a birthday offering was given. The
class repeated the 23rd Psalm.

Vliss READMAN then asked one of the boys to draw a picture of
sunshine on the blackboard. The boy drew a circle of yellow chalk,
and with the aid of other scholars, beams of light were represented
by lines from this circle. Then Miss Readman spoke about the sun-
shine and asked whether the sun was always shining. One child
said no, others said it was shining behind the clouds when it rained.
Then she spoke of some who cannot see the sun shining, and asked
what people they were. The children answered those who are
blind. What is the sun good for? (To make the fruit grow.) Does
it make boys and girls grow? (Yes.) Then what else does the sun
do for you? (It shows us the way.) T know of another kind of a
licht, a more wonderful light than the sunlight. The Light of the
World. Perhaps you sing about it sometimes ! (God.) Tell me
another name for the light of the world. (Jesus.) He shines down
on all the people, but there are some people that cannot see the light
of Jesus because they are blind. They can see the sunlight, but
they cannot see Jesus. Their incide eyes are blind. I know a song
about that ; it says (illustrating on blackboard)

« In lands full of darkness across the blue wave.”

Do you think there are any little children in those lands? (Yes.)
What kind of darkness does the song mean ! They don’t know about
Jesus, because no one told them ; and so the song says of their land,
it is full of darkness. Did Jesus die to save those people as well as
us?! (Yes.) If you lived over there what would you want the
people of thisland to do? (Want them to tell us.) So would I ; and
they want people to go and tell them ; and when people go to tell
them they say, “ Oh, why didn’t you come and tell me before, so that
I might have known about Jesus long ago, and have all the good
things that He has held out to me?” What do we call those people
who go and tell them. (Missionaries.) What can they take with
them to tell about it? (Bible.) How many of you could help to
send Bibles? (A few hands up.) Could not you all help ; anyone
that could give a penny, a cent, or five cents, or ten cents ; you all gave
some this afternoon, ‘didn’t you? (Yes) That helps to send the
Bible ; that hymn says, in those lands
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¢ Are many dear children the Lord died to save,
We will send them the Bible, the dear blessed Bible ;
We will send them the Bible, the children away.

There are many dear children across the blue sea,
For light they are pleading, that shines here so free.”

We don’t have to pay for that light, do we? (No.) Wewill all say
the words, and then you will be able to sing it. (Repeating the
verse.) What can we send along with the Bible? A prayer. Why
don't the parents teach the children about Jesus? (Because they
never knew themselves.) 1 want you to sing that with me before I
show you all these pictures. (Singing whole hymn from roll.) Now,
I have something else that helps people to see along the way, what is
this? (Candle.) Suppose it was quite dark in the church and I was
walking across the platform with this candle in my hand, do you think I
would fall over any of those chairs? (Yes.) What does it need
(To be lighted.) (Lights the candle.) Now, would it be of any use !
(Yes.) Now, I am going to make a picture on the board of someone
that gives us light. (Making a cross on the board.) Wherever we
see that, it reminds us of whom? (Jesus.) To whom have the
people to go to get light ? (Jesus.) To-day we are going to talk
about some one who went to Jesus to get lighted. Before he was
just like this—(light blown out)—and then he went to Jesus to get
licht. Here we have something else. What is that? (Bird.)
Where? (In a cage.) What is the little birdie’s mouth doing’
(Singing.) He was shut up there, and he sang all the time. Who
are these? (Paul and Silas.) They were shut up in prison. Had
they done anything wrong 1 (No.) People who didn’t like Jesus
were angry with Paul and Silas, and they dragged them away and
put them down in the prison, in the deepest cell, but somebody went
into the cell with them that the people did not see; who was it !
(Jesus.) And in the night-time, instead of crying, they sang and
prayed there in the prison. When Paul got out of that prison the
next morning he went away to a place called Thessalonica—here it is
on the map—and when he was preaching to the people they got
angry at him, and some of them were going to put him in prison
there, but his friends got him away. They led him out cf the city,
and there are Paul and Silas going to Berea, where the people were
more noble than the people in Thessalonica, because (class repeat)
« They received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched
the Scriptures daily.” And Jesus says, “Those that seek Me early
shall find Me.” Next, Paul went to Athens, and when he got there
what did he see on nearly every street corner ! (Idols.) And how
do you think that made Paul feel? (Bad.) He felt so sad about it,
hecause they were so full of idols and so full of themselves that they
had no room for Jesus, Paul found an idol to the unknown God,
and he told them about the God he knew, the only God there is, and
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a few people, but not very many of them, would believe him. I 1
wonder if you can tell me the name of the next city he went to'
(Corinth.) What did he do when he was in Corinth? (Made tents.)
And what else? (Sew.) What kind of stitches do you think he
took ? (ood ones; the very strongest and best stitches he knew
how, because he was working for Jesus, and he did, all his work for
Jesus ; not only preaching, but everything he did, he did for Jesus.
When he was in Corinth do you think he sewed all the time? (No.)
What did he do? (Prayed.) Yes, he preached and prayed too ; and
this is what he was preaching about ; he said that the people were }
all building ; do you see this wall here? (Yes.) When men go to ‘
build they dig down deep and make strong foundations? (Yes.)
And Paul said that people must have a good strong foundation ; do
you know what foundation we must have? (Jesus.) And then we
will have love, and joy, and peace, and gentleness, and goodness, and
all these things (building up bricks labelled with love, peace, etc.).
At Corinth the Lord came to Paul, and said, “ Don’t be afraid to
speak ; go on; speak and tell the people about Me.” Before he went
away he wrote a letter to some people, that he had had to hurry
away from the people in Thessalonica ; and he told them to be ready
for Jesus, because some day Jesus was coming back to this earth to
live. So what must we do? (We must get ready.) Jesus has given
us a work to do, and wants it to be done by the time He comes back.
Here we have a part of another letter he wrote to the people of
Corinth. What is this thing? (A fan.) When you fan yourself
does not it fan the one that is right next you? (Yes.) Everything
that you do helps the one that is right next to you, or it hinders
them. Which way shall we help them go—a good way! (Yes.)
Here is another part of the same letter ; What kind of a heart is
this? (Good.) And what grows out of it? (Flowers.) Sometimes
we call them virtues. There is one, patience ; and here is another,
kindness, and politeness, and truth, and good temper. Don’t you
love good-tempered boys and girls? I do. All these things grow
out of what kind of heart? (Good.) Can Jesus make our hearts
good and loving? (Yes.) We can plant seeds, but we cannot make
them grow ; Jesus can make them grow, and He can make the love
grow in our hearts in just the same way. Look how our building is
growing ; what do you think it is going to be? (A house.) What
does the red flag mean? (Danger.) One day I was going over a
crossing, and after I got past a man came out of a house and held uy
a red flag, and that meant that no one else must go across. Here on
this picture we have a man that holds out a danger flag ; he was so
selfish and greedy ; he lived in a big city where they had a great
idol, and the people used to have little copies of it. When Paul
went and told them about the true God, do you think they wanted to
say their prayers to the silver god! (No.) Do you think they
wanted to have them in their houses? (No.) The people that have
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love in their hearts, and God in their homes, want to share all the
good things they have with other people ; and this letter says, “ Love
seeketh not her own.” Here is part of another letter that Paul
wrote. What are these? (Eyes, hands, feet, mouth.) We are to
give our eyes, and hands, and feet, and mouth to whom ? (Jesus.)
Does He want us to cut them off and give them to Him 1 (No.)
How then? (Use them for Him.) Did Paul do that? (Yes.) By
doing that we will be letting our light shine. Now, do you know
what this is? (A lighthouse.) What is a lighthouse for ! (To show
light.) That is what Paul tried to do. That is what Jesus wants
every one of us to do. The Golden Text says we are to let our
light shine so as to lighten other people on the way. [The above
lesson was a review of the previous quarter’s studies. As each lesson
was referred to, a principal thought was symbolized on & block
picture and pinned to the blackboard, the whole forming a lighthouse,
which illustrated the thought running through the Jessons, viz., the
Golden Text, Matthew v. 16.]

Rev. Mr. YouNna read a resolution about Primary work, which was
referred to Resolution Committee.

After singing the doxology, benediction was pronounced by Rev.

Canon Wade.

FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 29th.

The PrESIDENT took the chair at 7.45. Rev. Mr. Watson conducted
the devotional exercises, reading Psalm cxv. After prayer, the
hymn, * I need Thee every hour,” was sung.

The PresipENt—The first address of the evening will be by the
Rev. D. C. Hossack, M.A., LL.B,, of Toronto, and his subject “The
Sabbath School as an Evangelizing Agency to the Home.”

Mr. HossAck said :

The subject which has been assigned to me I may consider in one
of two ways, either as referring to the evangelizing power of a parti-
cular Sabbath School upon the homes which are represented by the
children in that school ; or, treating the subject more liberally, the
power of the Sabbath School upon all the homes of theland. I think
I ought to take the latter meaning out of the subject, for I believe
the indirect influences of the Sabbath School are greater than the
direct influences. I suppose every one believes that the work of the
Sabbath School is an evangelizing agency to the home. Very many
parents are Jed to take an interest in Sal bath School work on account
of the attention which is given to their children by the teachers in
the Sabbath School, and the parents are thus induced to take an
interest in the Church itself. Many parents have been led to the
Lord on account of the Sabbath School literature which the children
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have carried to their homes, and which the parents would never have
received had it not been for this agency. The Sabbath School is
also a great evangelizing agency to the howe, on account of the
benefit the teachers are receiving from the great work in which
they are engaged.  Frequently the teacher receives more benefit
than the children. The number of people who read the works of
the great poets is very small when compared with the great masses
of mankind, but those who read such great works carry the great
thoughts of the masters to the masses of the people. Teaching in
the Sabbath School benefits the teacher by taking away narrowness
of thought. The teacher discovers that his church is not the only
church, that his Sabbath School is not the only Sabbath School, and
that his denomination is not the only denomination. Teachers are
benefited also by learning the possibilities of childhood. ~There is
a spark of humanity in every man, a fire in every soul, which may
be kindled for good. We speak of men going to the bad, but no
man goes to the bad this side of the grave. There is a spark of life
in every man, and if by your instrumentality the Holy Spirit blows
upon that spark it will burst into flame. Silver lost is silver yet.
In every age man has been too pessimistic. Man looks over the
ruined wall into the neglected garden, and seeing only the weeds,
turns away in despair, saying that no flowers are there. God takes
a sunbeam for a lantern, and finds in the garden the roses and the
lilies. Childhood has a peculiar advantage in evangelizing the homes
of the people. It works unconsciously. There are people who say
sometimes, “ What can a child do?” You have, perhaps, read the
story of the lark that sang so sweetly to the rough miners at the
diggings in Australia. The rough miners who, years before, had left
their homes in Britain and who had become hardened by the toil of
a savage life, and who were accustomed to drink and swear, gathered
about the cage in which the lark sang, and, as its little throat
throbbed with song, the rough men felt the fragrance of the honey-
clover and the English violets, and thought of home and mother and
God.  All unconscious of its evangelizing power, the lark poured
forth the sweetness of its song. If a singing bird can bring tears to
weather-beaten faces, and thoughts of God and of repentance to hard
hearts, do you not think an innocent child can wield a mighty influ-
ence for good with the sweetness of its ways. “I would rather have
the love of a little child than the admiration of ten thousand men.”
The child has a peculiar advantage in evangelizing the home, on
account of its innocence and frankness. Did you ever ask what was
meant by the saying, *that if we go into the kingdom of Ileaven we
must enter as a little child 7” 1s it because the child is humble? Tt
seems to me that I never saw a child that was humble. Never!
If they have any policy, it is the best policy of perfect frankness.
Children say things at home when strangers are present that under
such circumstances might, perhaps, better not be said. (Laughter.)
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Children are frank and free, but seldom humble. Man will pretend
to like you when in his heart you are despised ; childhood never
manifests such dishonesty. I remember preaching in one of the
western towns of Ontario. On going to the house in which I was a
guest, the little girl of the house told me that she had been very
sleepy when I was preaching. (Laughter.) I thought that if she
had been eighteen years of age she would have told a different story,
for I was young then, and she would have spoken probably of the
magnificent sermon to which she bad been listening. (Laughter.) I
like the innocence of childhood ; it appeals to every heart. I had a
visitor in my house this week, and when we were at tea, my own little
girl, with that frankness of which I have been speaking, said, “What
a lovely tea; but we didn’t have very much for dinner.” (Great
laughter.)

Childhood has peculiar advantages in evangelizing the home, on
account of the strength of the family bond. The home is a divine
institution. The tie which binds a family together will hold when
all other human ties will fail. The Heavenly Father has in His
divine word illustrated His relationship to us by that of the father to
the children. You have heard, perhaps, the story of the young girl
who wandered a prodigal from home. There came a time when in
the far country she said, ““I will arise and go to my father.” She
left the train at the little village station, walked down the well-
known street, and entered in at the little garden gate. There her
heart failed her, and she turned back and went out upon the street.
Several times she walked past the gate, and one cannot tell what
would have occurred if a friendly light had not flashed from the
window of her old home. She knocked timidly at the door, not
knowing what kind of reception she would receive, but when the
door was opened her father took her to his arms, forgave her and
made her welcome. When she asked him how he could forgive her,
he said, “ My girl, just because I am your father.” The family tie is
the strongest human tie. It is this family bond which makes the
Sabbath School such a great evangelizing agency t0 the home. The
Sabbath School is a great evangelizing agency t0 the home on account
of the law of association. You have all noticed how one thought
suggests another, and still another, until a whole train of thought
springs from the first. A country which has many centuries of his-
toric memories is like an open book. Associations cluster about every
place. The English language has been so associated with the Gospel
and civilization, that it is impossible to know the English language
without knowing something of civilization and the Gospel. In the
State schools of India the teachers are not allowed to give instruction
in religion, but the children learn of a Saviour when they read the

words of Shakespeare :

« Over, whose acres walked those blessed feet
Which fourteen hundred years ago
Were nailed for our advantage to the bitter cross.”
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Of necessity something is learned of the Bible and the fall of man
when the youth in the schools read in Milton’s poem the words :

«(Of man’s first disobedience and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world and all our woe.”

When John A. Macdonald was an old man, some one discovered in
a corner of the house in which the leader lived in Ottawa, toys which
had evidently belonged to some child. The toys were shown to the
old man, and a far-away look was in his eyes, as he said, ¢ They were
little John A.s.” The toys had belonged to his child who had died
many years before, when only a few years of age. They were carried
away to their hiding place, and not bronght forth again. The baby
fingers lay hold upon the heart-strings of the home. George Douglas,
the prince of preachers in Canadian Methodism, knew well the power of
association, and how potent was the memory of a little child that had
journeyed heavenward before attaining even to early youth. In an
eloquent sermon he quotes the lines :

“Two little feet went pattering by
Years ago ;
They wandered off to the sunny sky
Years ago.

Two little feet
They crept never back to the love they left,
They climbed never more to the arms bereft,
Years ago.

Again I shall hear the two little feet
Pattering by,

Their music a thousand times more sweet
In the sky ;

I joy to think that a Father’s care

Will hold them safe till I meet them there,
By and by.”

[t is said that the age of prophets can never pass away ; and in
educating the children of the land to be useful citizens it is the privi-
lege of the Sabbath School teacher to prepare prophets of this
modern day for their great work. To prophesy does not always mean
to foretell ; it means to speak for God. There have been great pro-
phets who never foretold. (Applause). 1fa Sabbath School teacher
have the good fortune to prepare one prophet for his work, his life is
a great success. We have all read of the games of ancient Greece and
Rome, and of the gladiators who, long ago, for the amusement of the
people, fought with one another or with wild beasts. Do you know
how those ancient and bloody entertainments came to an end in old
Rome! Not by any preacher, not by a bishop, not by the law, but
by a poor blind monk, Telemachus, who climbed the barriers about
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the amphitheatre and groped his way amid the fighting gladiators,
while he cried with penetrating voice, *“ This is wrong, this is wrong.”
The gladiators turned their swords upon the monk, and the people
leaped over the barriers to put him to death, but from that day bloody
games of Rome were no more. You have all heard of John B. Gough,
the peerless temperance orator. [ heard him in his old age; and it
seems to me I see him now. He spoke of the fiends which had
troubled him in his youth, and with inimitable eloquence he described
his victory over his great enemy. He seemed to have before him in
dark array all the enemies of the righteous, and to defy them all. His
finger was like a prophet’s wand, and his words of strength and power
were like the defiance of which the poet speaks :

« Blaze, with your serried columns !

1 will not bend the knee !

The shackles ne’er again shall bind
The arm which now is free.

I've mailed it with the thunder,
When the tempest mutter’d low ;

And where it falls, ye well may dread
The lightning of its blow §

rue prophet of the modern day. He
he old, old story, and he might have
been a greater man if he had heard it in the Sabbath School, as chil-
dren hear it to-day. We should remember that public men, if they
be righteous and God-fearing, are capable of doing more to evangelize
the homes of the people than those who walk in a more humble way
of life. The public men of to-morrow are subject to the influence of
consecrated Sabbath School teachers, for they are in the Sabbath
Schools of to-day. No teacher is able to know how great are the
influences which lie slumbering in the souls of the children of the
clags. If the teacher were able to select the scholar, it might be a
good investment of time to devote years of instruction to that one
scholar. Perhaps one man did more than any other to evangelize the
homes of England. Oliver Cromwell, in his day, gave to the people
of England freedom from tyranny and the right to think. Without
Cromwell Puritanism might never have succeeded ; with (Cromwell it
was grandly triumphant. Puritanism was not confine d to England.
It laid its hand upon the rock-bound coast of New England ; it swept
through the Ohio valley ; it left its influence on every yellow corn-
field in the Middle States ; it swept on to the broad Pacific, where the
flag droops to th. western sea. The power of Puritanism in its ia-
fluence will last forever. Puritanism was given by God. Cromwell
made Puritanism what it was in his day because his mother had been
faithful to him while he was young, and before there was a Sabbath
S ‘hool taught him to love God and to do what was right. To win the
children is to gain the world. The desire to do what he thought God
would like him to do was the rule which governed Cromwell’s life.

Gough was a great man and a t
was a prophet because he heard t
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The great civil war, in all its devastating fury, burst upon England.
At the first great battle Rupert with his fiery troopers drove before
him one of the divisions of the army of the Parliament, for, until
Cromwell came, nothing had been able to withstand the fiery charge
of the great leader of the king’s troopers. The day seemed lost for
the Parliament when the great captain, who had been taught when he
was a lad to speak the truth and to do what he thought God would
desire him to do, rose in his stirrups and called upon the battalion,
which he had trained with iron discipline, to charge. . . . Likea
mass of blazing steel the charging force bore down upon the army of
the King, Cromwell himself in the forefront of the charge, and for
seven long miles they drove the Cavaliers in desperate rout. In that
battle there went up from Cromwell’s men, as their battle cry, that old
song of David, *Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered.”
When utter defeat had fallen upon the army of the King, and even
Rupert was unable to stem the tide of battle, Cromwell led his troop-
ers back, and still there arose the cry, * Let God arise and let His
enemies be scattered.” The scene changes, and we see Cromwell with
a terrible temptation upon his soul. Outside the walls of Westmin-
ster there goes up the cry, “Cromwell must be king.” Again and
again that cry rises, until the windows shake with the thunder of the

shout, * Cromwell must be king.” Cromwell enters the little room
where his sccretary, Milton, the blind poet, is playing on the organ,
and as the sweet music falls upon the great and troubled heart of
the General he is soothed and quieted. “Cromwell must be king.”
The cry of the people is before him. Great tears roll down his rough
and weather-beaten face and fall upon the sword, for he has drawn it

from the scabbard, that has seen so much blood. Milton still plays
upon the organ, and the music is powerful to resist evil, and Cromwell
conquers the great temptation of his life. “I will not be king, I will
be Lord Protector of England,” is his decision. ~The sword falls into
the scabbard ; the cloud passes away. The heart of the great man is
full of thankfulness, and quietly he breathes the words, which he had
learned in his childhood, which had risen over many a dark and
bloody battle-field, and which the sweet singer of Israel had given to
the world : “Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered.” Homes
in England are freer and happier to-day because Cromwell was taught
to obey God. (Applause.)

It was prophesied of the Messiah, who was to come, that He should
be a leader and commander to the poeple. With the exception of
the Messiah, who has come, I believe the greatest leader in the world
to-day is the little child. You have doubtless noticed that very fre-
quently in the Bible military terms are employed to denote the power
of God’s conquering love and the triumph of the kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Not only was it stated that the Messiah should
be a leader and commander to the people, but it was also said, “ A
little child shall lead them.” When the great prophet pictured the
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age of peace, in which wrongs were % be no more and fiery tempta-
tions overcome, he exclaimed, “A little child shall lead them.”
What a force is leadership. The great and magnetic man by whom
all difficulties are removed inspires with his very presence. You may
have felt on entering into the presence of such a man the power of
leadership. If men would become great leaders of great and noble
movements they must become as little children. A little child shall
lead them.” Men must enter the kingdom of God as little children
Tt is encouraging to feel that so much has been done in this land and
in other lands for the children ; but we are not to suppose that we
are now doing all in the Sabbath School which might be done. 1
believe that, in reality, we have only begun to bring the Word of God
to bear upon the young. There is more to do than has been done.
The children of the land, many of whom are not in the Sabbath
School, and the children of other lands, sitting in darkness and
ignorance, are crying for help. The mind that saw the young children
weeping bitterly because men and women were not caring for them
was a poetic mind, but the vision was true as we perceive when we
have that vision described.

¢ The young lambs are bleating in the meadows,
The young birds are chirping in the nest,
The young fawns are playing in the shadows,
The young flowers are blowing towards the West,
But the young, young children, O my brothers,
They are weeping bitterly ;
They are weeping in the play-time of the others,
In the country of the free.”

Let us be up and doing. The night will soon come when we cannot
work.

Be good, my child, and let who will be clever ;

Do noble deeds, not dream them, all the day,
And so make life, death and the vast forever

Oue grand sweet song.”

(Loud applause.) _

After collection, and singing * Scatter Sunshine.”

The PresipENT—I have now pleasure in introducing to you the
President-elect, who will assume the duties of the office at the close
of this service. The Association has done itself honor by electing to
that position one who has been one of its most constant friends and
hardest workers ; one who has kept up in efficient state of organiza
tion his own county ; who has shown other counties of the Province
what can be done by persistent and systematic organization. I refer
to the county of Norfolk and to its former President, Mr. A. J
Donly, of Simcoe.

Mr. DoxLy said : Friends and workers, I feel presently very much
indebted for the very kind words spoken by Dr. Maclaren, voicing, I
suppose, the feelings of the Executive Committee. I didn’t expect
10
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any such honor to be conferred upon a humble worker in the Sabbath

School as T am. I have endeavored for a number of years to do my I
duty, and esteemed it a high privilege to work in connection with p
the Sabbath School Association of Ontario. 1 shall endeavor to dis- g
charge the duties of the Presidency as best I know how, and if 1 t
come short, it will not be because of any lack of heart in b
the work. I know I have the sympathy, I have the good wishes I
and the prayers of the workers throughout the Province as repre- k
sented in the Executive Committee. 1 assume the position with a \
good deal of trt-pidmion, and 1 hope that we will have a prosperous f
year. With regard to what has been done in the county from which C
[ hail, I take it as an honor on behalf of the county to have me €
elected to this position, and I hope that I shall always conduct myself 1
in such a manner as will be a credit to the county of Norfolk, from §

which I come—glorious old Norfolk—and an honor to the Sabbath
School Association of the Province. (Applause.)

The Presipent,—The closing address of the convention will be by
our honored friend, the Hon. S. H. Blake, Q.C., on ¢“The World and
the Word.”

Mr. BrLakE said,—Mr. Chairman, with your permission, just before 1
I speak, 1 want to say a word as to the very great sorrow [ feel
at missing our loved friend, Mr. William Reynolds, this evening.
He was such a splendid man. 1 met him in San Francisco, in New
Orleans, in New York, in Boston, St. Louis, Louisville, Quebec,
Montreal. All over this continent William Reynolds was known as
a splendid man, giving up a large business, and devoting himself to
the Sabbath School work. T should feel very sorry if he, passing from
us, the memory was not kept alive and passed down to our children in
the shape of some memorial of William Reynolds. T trust that that
may be taken up and carried out. I was very glad to hear from my
friend who met me at the station that this had been a very practical
convention. What we want are facts in our work ; and I trust that
you will bear with me while in a very plain way I deal with the
matter that is the subject of my discourse this evening. I feel intensely

the honor that is done me in being asked to speak on God’s Word, and
in being the closing speaker of this crand convention. It was very
inspiring on Wednesday last, in the great Massey Hall, when Mr.
Moody announced that he had been asked to speak upon * How to
Study the Bible.” He said, “T have another subject, and I will speak
therefore upon that ;” and although a large number of the audience had
assembled at half-past six, and therefore at nine o’clock, when he
would close his primary address, they had been there two hours and
a half, he said, “ At nine I will give half an hour to the subject that
ou have asked me especially to speak upon.” It was a matter of great
joy to find that that mass of probably five thousand people, almost to
a man and woman, remained, and there they were for the thirty-five
minutes that he spoke upon the subject of “ How to Study the Bible.”
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T thought it was a splendid object-lesson to show the force and the
power that there still was in that Word, and how people were hun-
gering and thirsting for it, and that it is not necessary for teachers
to be introducing the sensational, nor is it necessary for ministers to
be telling the congregation that the next Sunday evening they will
preach upon “Give the Under Dog a Chance "—(hear, hear)—
but that if they take the simple Word and deliver that simple
Word, opening it up with expository preaching, there is a
force and a lasting power in it that is unknown in any book
outside the one upon which I want to speak to you this
evening. (Hear, hear.) It is, indeed, truly a most remarkable
book, whether you view it with a microscope or view it with a
telescope. Take such a verse as is found in the first Psalm as to the
blessing of the man that is planted by the rivers; and take your
microscope and sit down by the bank of the river and try to find out
why it was that God added that ¢“g” there ; try to find out how it
was that God was not going to rest satisfied with giving you one
river, but that so abundant was to be the blessing that He must put
the “s” there to make it rivers for if one is exhausted there are still
many rivers of God to pour down their blessing upon you. And
then, if you choose to turn from the Old Testament and come to the
New, and take the third chapter of Galatians, and find the “seed ” of
the woman, not the “seeds,” as of many ; take and examine, and
then sit down and think over from the third chapter of Genesis down
to the book of Revelation why it was that God put that in the singu-
lar and put the rivers in the plural ; and how He thereby taught that
there should be the one Christ, the one Mediator, the one Lord Jesus.
[ am not going to give Satan a single letter from my Bible. (Hear,
hear.) Then take the telescope and take a sweep of the hundreds of
millions of copies in all parts of the world, and the marvellous in-
fluence on all peoples and nations where this Word is found. You
need not be told where the Bible is, as you go through the lands
where the Bible is found. - The land itself, and the people, and what
vou find, will tell you that the Bible is there. You remember the
man in the storm that was coming near to the Fiji Islands, an infidel,
and they found him getting away up to the top of the mast, and
when he came down his friends said, “ Why in the world were you
trying to climb that mast in the storm?” and he replied, “I was
trying to see if the island that we are coming to had a church or a
chapel in it. He was asked why? and he said, * Because if there be
there a church or a chapel they will receive us kindly, and if not they
will eat us.” (Laughter). You need not trouble to go any further
than that—the testimony of the infidel to the effect of this Word of
Giod. It answers the common need of all mankind, and this Book
alone does that. If you will endeavor to acquaint everyone in your
classes with this Bible just as I endeavor to give it to you this
evening, then you may laugh at infidelity and agnosticism ; for I have



e ] N

148

youth is fully imbued with this Word.
Look at the composition : 66 little books or volumes—39 in the
Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. The history recorded
covers a period of at least 1,000 years. The first of the forty writers is
separated from the last by a period of fifteen centuries, and yet still what
a unity ! All circle round the central thought which is presented in
the beginning and ends only with Revelation. The heart or essence
of it—a- long-promised Messiah who comes as Jesus Christ. This
Christ, that is inall the Scriptures and so interwoven in the one Buok
with the other, that although the latter contains but a couple of
hundred pages, there are 832 quotations or allusions from the Old
Testament, which would make an average of four on each page. Of
the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament, thirty-tive are referred to
in the New Testament. [t is, indeed, a book of authority. Look at
the attacks made on it—on the Old Testament especially. It the
discoveries recently made were known forty years ago, the critics
would have been ashamed to make the attacks which they have done.
(Hear, hear.) Let me give you two or three illustrations. 1 remem-
ber as a boy that a great attack was made on the Book of Daniel.
The attack was made in this way. You remember the apparent
divergence that was found in the fifth and sixth chapters of Daniel.
One said that Daniel was next to the king. If so, he stood second
in the kingdom. And the other chapter said that he was third in
the kingdom. He was the first president, and therefore next to the
king. The other chapter says that he was the third. Said the critics,
« How can we place any reliance upon your Bible? It is unhistorical.
Throw your Bible on the shelf; you are misleading people.” Mr.
Rawlinson made his investigation, and he finally carried us back to
the fact that at this period in that history there were two kings.
There were Nabonidus and Belshazzar, and the father allowed the
son to reign along with him ; and so Daniel was the third in the
kingdom, and yet still next to the king. (Hear, hear and applause.)
Another. The critics said, «Your Bible is unhistorical and cannot
be relied upon.” You remember at the time the attack was being
made upon Samaria, that there was a wonderful miracle. You re-
member how God caused a great body of troops to be terrified. It
seemed to them asif a voice came; and they said ““ the kings of the
Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians are upon us 1”  «Qh,” they
said, ¢ put your Bible on the shelf again ; the Hittites were a feeble
little race ; the Hittites never had a king ; the Hittites were a small
little company of people, almost unknown ; there is no history of
them ; take your Bible away.” And it is but recently I had in my own
home a man who told me about the inscriptions in the neighborhood
of Tarsus, and who told me there were the great figures which since
—and T think, to a certain extent, owing to his representation —the
e gone to visit; and what have they found? They have
story of the Hittites. It is said to be the story of a

no fear of the one that in
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forgotten people. It was the story of a people who for centuries were
battling with the Assyrians, battling with the Egyptians ; and finally
they discovered one of tho-e inscriptions giving the words of a treaty
between * the great king of the Hittites and the great king of Egypt.”
The Bible always, when they investigate far enough, comes out
number one, {(Hear, hear.) It was found to be absolutely true.
The race was forgotten, and there i« now being written with care
their history. T say, how good it is of God to take and bury under
and keep alive, so that as the critic comes carping against God’s
Word, with a magic wand he opens up and gives to this earth the
absolute verity of this Book. And then we find again fresh verifica-
tion in those treasure-cities. In Pithom, the people were amazed as
they got to the first tier of bricks and some distance up to find that
there was straw used ; and when they got a little farther up found
there was only stubble, and then when they got farther up they found
there was neither straw nor stubble—representing that wonderful
story in the Bible of, when the people were increasing, Pharaoh said,
“ (3o make your tale of bricks, and 1 give you no straw 7 and how
they had to go up and down the fields and get the stubble and get
the rushes and get whatever they could to try and keep the bricks
together, and when that was exhausted they had to make bricks
without them. Marvellous it is that God should be burying these
cities and opening them up now as we stand in need of them. Then
it is said there is no mention of the Children of [srael in
Egypt; but the last story about that is that they find a tablet
with the very word [srael ” there. And then they say, ¢Your
Bible is wrong, because in the 1'11'tyxvcmul chapter of [saiah 1t
is stated, ¢ My people have gone down into Egypt and the Assyrian
has oppressed them. “The Assyrian was nov in Egypt; the
Assyrian could not have oppressed them.” Yet they have now got the
face of that king of the oppression, and they say it is perfectly clear
from his lineaments that he was not an Egyptian ; it is the Assyrian
mould, and now they are beginning to enter into that history to
show that the Assyrians had come and the Assyrians had ruled, and
instead of it being an Egyptian that was upon the throne at the time
of the oppression it was really an Assyrian, and so that God’s Word
is true when it says, My people went down into Egypt, the
Assyrian has oppressed them.” Then only one further glance
for a moment from the Old Testament to the New. You remem-
ber how they attacked that statement of St. Luke in the Acts
that this ruler was a proconsul. They said, “ Your Bible, as usual, is
wrong. At this time the Island of Cyprus was under the rule of the
Emperor,” and L dare say most of you Sunday-school teachers know
that there was this difference in the ruler. The ruler that was under
the Emperor was a procurator, and he had the power of life and of
death ; and as the country was not in a settled state he had far
larger power than the proconsul ; but when the Island, or when the
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Province, or when the city became well controlled, then the Emperor
used to hand that place over to the senate, and the senate appointed
a procounsel. They said, “ Your Bible, as usual, is wrong.” This
place was under the control of the Emperor, and the governor must
therefore have been a procurator, and not a proconsul ; but they
have turned up coins that God has kept there with the fact upon
them, that at this time the person was a proconsul ; and they have
got on the slabs there the fact that he was a proconsul ; and
now they find that the history of the Bible was right, and that
the Emperor had handed these places over to the Senate, and there-
fore that the ruler was a proconsul, and not a procurator. You
may take for granted—proven, as we say, arguing before the
judges—that anything that the higher critic says is wrong, and every-
thing that the Bible says is right. (Laughter and applause.)

Possibly more remarkable than all is the fact that the Great
Teacher himself referred to the principal of these Old Testament
events and especially, as it were with emphasis, to those that
are now made the subject of question and by some the subject of
ridicule. He affirmed them as being absolute truth: not slurring
and passing them over. It seems to me to be to-day almost
blasphemous the mode in which these matters are dealt with, As
if it were possible that He, who was the Light of the World and
came to be the Teacher, and of whom it was said that ¢ He taught
as one having authority and not as the Scribes,” referred so invariably
to that “ which is written ” that “all Scripture must be fulfilled ” ;
that “ not a jot or tittle of it should fall to the ground,” commended
those that searched the Scriptures because they testified of Him ; and
showed that Christ was in all the Scriptures, could be misleading us.
Never be bothered with higher criticism. Remember that Satan is the
father of the higher critics (laughter), and he began at an early date his
attacl. against the Word. He appeared in the Garden of Eden, and,
in answer to Eve, quoting the Word of God, replied, seeking to shake
her faith in it, “Thou shalt not surely die.” In the wilderness he
made an attack upon the second Adam, mis-quoting the Word. He
is, with one exception, the most skilled and the highest of the higher
critics. (Laughter.) Where he can he seeks to contravert it entirely,
and, where he cannot do so, he seeks to misquote and weaken its
effect. Yesterday a man said to me in London, “ How is it that we
have got the critics, and the higher critics, and now the highest "
“ Well,” T said, “my friend, I have never thought that out ; the
only answer I can give you at the moment is that the more gas a
man gets in him the higher he goes up.” (Great laughter.) But you
know, friends, the higher he goes up, the bigger the fall. (Laughter.)
Now, solemnly again, let us take our place reverently at the feet of
the hallowed Master and drink in from His lips the teaching of Him
that is the Light and the Life as to the absolute truth of this Word.
Let us never forget that, if we let go the Old Testament the New
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Testament must go with it. They are so wrought the one into the
other that they must stand or fall together.

Have you ever thought that there is no important statement in
the Old Testament that is not found in the New?! In order to
verify this, I recently read through the New Testament, marking in
red each passage in the Old Testament. Do this for yourselves, but,
meantime, listen and see the result: (1) God in the beginning
created the world, forming it out of nothing; (2) the creation of
both Adam and Eve; (3) the personality of Satan; (4) the tempta-
tion by Satan; (D) the fall of Eve, she being first in the transgres-
sion ; (6) then the fall of Adam ; (7) salvation through the seed of
the woman; (8) the sin of Cain; (9) the sacrifice of Abel; (10)
Enoch walking with God; (11) the Deluge and drowning of the
world ; (12) the Ark and the salvation of it; (13) the salvation of
Noah and his family; (14) the call of Abraham ; (15) Sarah, his
wife, and her position ; (16) Lot’s choice; (17) Melchizedek and his
blessing ; (18) the sin of Sodom and Gomorrha; (19) Lot’s wife
turned into a pillar of salt; (20) the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrha by fire and brimstone; (21) the wandering through
the promisvd land; (22) the story of Isaac, Jacob, Esau;
(23) the sacrifice of Isaac intercepted by the sacrifice found ;
(24) Mount Moriah ; (25) Mount Sinai; (26) the going of the
descendants of Abraham into Egypt; (27) Pharaoh ; (28) Joseph ;
(29) the state of slavery ; (30) Moses and his choice ; (31) the burn-
ing bush ; (32) the call of the people out of slavery ; (33) the pass-
over ; (34) the wonders in Egypt; (35) the crossing the Red Sea;
(36) the forty years’ wandering in the wilderness ; (37) the manna ;
(38) the brazen serpent ; (39) the smitten rock; (40) the flesh
given ; (41) the great law-giver and leader Moses; (42) the Com-
mandments; (43) the Golden Calf ; (44) the entering into the
promised Jand ; (45) Jericho and its fallen walls; (46) the driving
out the tribes from before them ; (47) the rule by the Judges ; (48)
the actuality of Barak, Samson, Jephthah, Samuel, the Prophets,
and what was done by and through them ; (49) the request for a
King; (50) the granting it; (51) Solomon, David, etc.; (52) the
whole system of sacrifice; (53) the tabernacle; (54) the temple;
(55) the Lamb ; (56) the Scapegoat ; (57) the various offerings ; (58)
the candlestick ; (59) the show-bread ; (60) the veil ; (61) the golden
pot ; (62) the manna; (63) the tables of the covenant ; (64) the cheru-
bim ; (65) the mercy seat ; (66) the shed blood ; (67) its sprinkling and
its effect ; (68) the various offerings ; (69) the promise of the Messiah ;
(70) the Messiah ; (71) Elijah, Elisha, and their miracles; (72) the
shutting up of the heavens; (73) the widow of Sarepta ; the cleansing
of Naaman the Syrian ; (74) Jeremiah, Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Joel,
Amos, ete. ; (7D) the messenger to be sent and the messenger as he
came ; (76) Jonah and the whale ; (77) Nineveh ; (78) the preaching
and its results; (79) Tyre, Sidon, and their destruction ; and, in
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fact,” no matter of importance that is not mentioned in the New
Testament as a real matter and referred to as one, the truth of
which is beyond question. The quotations are largely by our Lord
and Master, Jesus Christ; largely by Peter in his sermon ; largely
by Stephen in his marvellous discourse before Jesus took him to
ralk with Himself in the glories above—men that were beyond any
doubt inspired men. After you have gone over these a couple of
Sundays with your children I am sure you will be strengthened even
in the fact that there was a fish, and that that fish swallowed Jonah.
(Laughter). My dear friends, I have no more doubt of that than
I"have of the fact that my friend Dr. Maclaren is behind me. If I
did not think that my God, who made this world and the sun, and
who made these millions upon millions of stars—great worlds that He
set rolling in this great universe—couldn’t make a fish big enough to
swallow this church, chairman and all, I would cease believing in
Him. (Laughter and applause.) The nonsense that these people
take up with, getting up whales and measuring their throats! God
never said in His Book that He took a whale ; He said He “ prepared
a great fish.” Do you mean to tell me that God, who made this
world can't make a fish big enough to take this church init? He
would cease to be the marvellous Being that we know Him to be if
He could not do that. There has been more nonsense talked to me
about that; if my child came and talked to me as often I would
spank it and put it in a corner. (Great laughter.) Then I say
it is well at once to grasp what is the centre, the heart, of the
Jible. It teaches us that the entrance of the Word giveth light,
and, also, without the shedding of blood there is no remission of
sins. So Satan attacks the Word and the Blood—the two means
intended to give light and life to the world. It must be remembered
that this is the Book in which it is now affirmed there is no such a
thing as a Messianic prophecy. That the vicarious sufferings of
Christ are not taught in the Bible. Asto the vicarious sufferings
of Christ, it might to my mind as well be affirmed that a man could
start by boat from Montreal and proceed thence to Liverpool without
seeing water, as that a man can travel from Genesis to Revelation
without finding the centre round which the whole Book circles. The
viearious sufferings of Christ. They begin in the first book, with the
bruised seed from which life is to come, and we have thus the Gospel
according to the third chapter of Genesis, and it only ends in Revelation
with the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ; and, there-
fore, from Cenesis to Revelation, this is the scarlet thread that
pervades the whole 3ook and furnishes us the reason for its existence.

Those that lived in the days of Christ and were especially inspired
and drew their inspiration direct from Him, and are the founda-
tion stones, drawing life from the Living Stone, affirm that “all
things which are written in the law and the prophets are to be
believed ” (Acts xxiv. 14), and refer to the message as “ the Gospel
of God which he had promised before by his prophets in the Holy




Scriptures ” (Romans i. 2). [If thereis one thing with which these
men should be acquainted, and, one watter beyond another that they
distinctly affirmed it was the doctrine of the vicarious sufferings of
Christ, which is now made so little of by many. If there was but
the one verse, “ Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on
the tree” (1 Peter ii. 24), we could aflirm that this is the absolute
teaching of the Word; but, again, “ For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust ” (1 Peter iii, 18); “Christ
died for the ungodly ” (Romans v. 6); “ He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all” (Romans viii. 32);
«The Church purchased with his own blood ” (Acts xx. 28); * Christ
our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. v. 7); “Ye are bought
with a price » (1 Cor. vil, 28): “Yor whose sake Christ died” (1 Cor.
viii. 11); ¢ Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures &
(1 Cor. xv. 3); «One died for all” (2 Cor. v. 14), “Him which
died for them” ; “The Son of God who loved me and gave himself
for me” (Gal. ii. 20); Being made a curse for us” (Gal. iii. 13);
« Hath given himselt for us an offering and a sacrifice to God”
(Eph. v. A TR Redemption through his blood” (Col. i. 14); This
he did once when he offered up himself (Heb. vii. 27); ¢« Should
taste death for every man » (Heb. ii. 9); * In the end of the
world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him-
self 7 (Heb. ix. 26) ; “This man, after he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins” (Heb. x. 12); «The Good Shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep.”

The poor Blackmoor from Ethiopia had a better grasp of the Bible
than these higher critics, as, in reading the H3rd of Isaiah, he was
convinced that some wondrous truth was there lodged, and that some
one was referred to, that the Spirit-led Deacon Philip at once told
him was Jesus Christ the Son of God.

[f you have not got the fullest confidence in this Word, and if
you have not received this truth, then don’t be a Bible-class teacher ;
don’t give out your doubts. The devil will give plenty of them.
You need not help him. Stay at home and read and re-read
until they are removed. There is nothing to boast of in being an
Agnostic. The people of Athens were very much to be pitied because
they could erect their altar to ¢ the unknown God.” Remember that
there are a great many Agnostics who are mere narrow bigots. They
do not treat the Bible and relicion as they treat other matters with
which they deal. The Rationalist will not deal with the Bible as he
deals with other subjects that are before him. A pure Agnostic will
visit Patagonia, the ocean depths, the north pole, and exhaust all
possible means, taking the smallest animalcule—a grain of sand, a
tiny leaf—and, until most thoroughly exhausted, will not proclaim a
fact as being absolute ; but the pst*udo-Agnostic, who is the narrow,
carping critic, with more vanity than knowledge, because his reason,
which he makes the measure, refuses to accept, concludes without
further consideration that all must be rejected. He forgets that God
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may speak through the Spirit, through the will, through the con-
science, and that many men with but little reasoning power have,
through the spiritual discernment which God has given, a marvel-
lous flood of light in regard to all matters of religion. I was
very much struck in reading the life of George Romanes—you
know his father was a professor of Queen’s in Kingston, and
the son was brought up in the orthodox fold, a good Presby-
terian, but he followed out this evolution theory to such an
extent—to a certain extent I think it is legitimate—that with him
everything was evolution ; and it is a very wonderful thing to trace
how he came back, how he found “There is pure agnosticism and
there is pseudo-agnosticism,” and when people trouble you about the
resurrection—that the reason does not assent to this and that and
the other—you can say to them, “ Are you quite sure that the only
way that God speaks to you is through your reason ! Are you quite
sure that God does not teach you and reveal to you, through your
conscience and through your will, through your spirit? Are you
quite sure that there is not such a thing as spiritual discernment !
And do you know that there are people that have large, marvellous,
spiritual discernment, who could scarcely reason out anything with
you?!” And so I say, give us pure agnosticism, but be honest with
us, and do you exhaust all the means of arriving at the truth before
you turn around and attack our Bible. Don’t be saying that the
only way that God can enter is through the reason, when there
are many other doors through which He is continually entering.
George Romanes lived long enough to find that his friends,
the Agnostics, were making a great mistake, and that there were
other doorways whereby this message could enter ; and you remember
how the apostle tells us what we are to pray and ask for, this
spiritual discernment—that being the great door through which this
message comes. And now, friends, what, shall we do with the Old Book!
Give it up? Nay, verily ! Neither the Old nor the New shall we give
up. Nota book, nota chapter, nota verse, not a letter. The pure Ag-
nostic cannot possibly go further than this—not that our God is the
unknown God, but that He is the unfathomable. We cannot fathom
the ocean, but we can know a great deal about it; and if anyone
could fathom God then He would cease to be God, because He would
be finite as we are, we being able to comprehend Him in all. If
you feel inclined to doubt, sit down and read the end of Job—I
always call that Job’s catechism—and then when you can tell where
you were when God laid the foundations of this world and when He
wrought those wonders, and you can sit down and discuss that with
Him, then you can expect to understand completely God’s ways and
God’s works, Oh, dear friends, how often I have just sat in my chair
and been perfectly satisfied, saying, “Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?” (Amen.) Some people seem to be searching
vainly for some new inspiration. God has made no promise of any
inspiration beyond that which He has given, The Greek philosopher
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exclaimed that if he had but a fulcrum he could move the world. If
this Book, the great lever to uplift mankind, but touches the indi-
vidual or the nation, the world will be moved. It is God’s means—
we must use it faithfully. What is wanted with each is recreation
or regeneration. From no other source can this be obtained than
through this Word. Here alone is to be found the foundation prin-
ciples of a lasting character, of a lasting kingdom. Here alone is
found the true and real ideal—the splendid life which stands
to-day as not only a grand picture, but a splendid force and power to
bring into life and to give strength to all those that will accept of
His invitation and come to Him for life and light and strength and
guidance. The foundation principles of this kingdom are totally
opposed to those of the world. Where these principles are intro-
duced, by their expulsive power the world is cast out.

The great sin of the world to-day seems to be cold selfishness ; a
want of sympathy, which gradually leads to enmity and creates a
great gulf, with money, capital, pride, show, vainglory, on the one
side, and poverty, need and want on the other—Dives clothed in his
purple and fine linen, leaving Lazarus in his sores to be looked after
by his dogs.

The maxims of the world are : Every man for himself ; tit for tat ;
an eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth ; you struck the first blow—
I'll pay you off it’s a long lane that knows no turn, ['ll get you
pretty soon at the turn ; be a man of spirit ; I'll have it out with
you; you can get on as I did; I am the architect of my own
fortune, go and do as I did ; if you get into trouble or straitened
circumstances, I have been there and got out of it, you go and do
likewise ; two can play at that game, These principles in the
individual beget in the nation a spirit of retaliation, a spirit of com-
bines, sweating shops, communism, anarchy, a spirit of hitting back,
and endeavoring to defraud in questions of boundary, arbitration,
fiscal arrangements, and the like—history which the future historian
will write without pleasure and of which the future nation must be
utterly ashamed.

Retaliation is a spirit from the devil. T hate to hear the word
« petaliation,” Our blessed Lord and Master did not know anything
about that, and when He was giving us His foundation principles
that was omitted. Five or six hundred years from now, when they
are writing the history of the United States and talking of the charter
of the United States, the people will say, “That charter never
belonged to that people, for the people with that Declaration of Inde-
pendence could never have been guilty of slavery and all the acts that
they have been guilty of,” as are daily found in their papers. You
will see what a time the higher critics will have then ! (Laughter.)

From all this worship of self in its various forms—gold, mammon,
and the glory of this world which passes away—how good it is to be
brought into the company of the splendid ideal for the individual and
for the aggregate of individuals, the nation. The Christ, the Son of
God, born in a stable ; brought up and absolutely satistied with His
poverty ; one who ever breathed a sympathy with all need. It was
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the stand He took with the deep need, and feeling for the weary and
heavy-laden that led Him to the cross; working and toiling, and
going about doing good ; buried in a borrowed tomb, and living that
sweet and holy life which alone is the hope of the world. Opposed
to all the narrow vanity and selfishness of the world, how pleasant
it is to hear the words coming as from heaven itself, giving us the
best and truest standard, and through that an irresistible power,
«Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you 7 (Matt. vi. 33); “ Love your
enemies” (Luke vi. 27); “Do good to them which hate you” ; “It
is more blessed to give than to receive 7. « All things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you do ye even so to them ”. « Recom-
pense to no man evil for evil, but overcome evil with good.” Do you
suppose if we stood firm there and said, “ You are wrong, and wrong
can never be right, and though it may be for a little time evil for us,
we will do what is right, right, right, for we want the righteousness
that exalteth a nation,” that other people would not be shamed into
it and say, * You are right and we are wrong, and we retract what
we have done” ? ¢ Overcome evil with good.” The Greek phi-
losopher wanted but a place to rest his lever, and he would move
the world. This Bible is our lever, and the nation is that which is to
be touched by it. The force of its principles and teachings would be
irresistible. That nation is the true nation, the life of which is
brought into harmony with its teachings. If this is to be wrought
into the nation it must be in and through the Christian people—the
Church. In reading the life of Dr. Arnold I was very much struck
with this. When he went to Rugby he was there to change the
whole mode of conducting the great English schools ; and when he
had been there but a short while he got his own class together,
the Sixth Form, the highest class of boys, and he said, “ Boys, I can
do little in this work; you can do it for me; you can go up and down
and pervade the whole school with right principles. It is not neces-
sary that Rugby should have 300 or 950 or 200, but it is necessary
that we should have a company of good Christian young men, loving
what is true, and what is honest, and what is upright.” My friends,
the world wants to be pervaded ; and it is through you, the Christian
men and the Christian women, that this is to be done. It is to be
through the Church. The world does not read our Bible; it reads
you, and the worldling says: * If that's the Bible that I read in and
through you—short, dishonest, getting the better of me, cheating,
thinking of nothing but piling up your money as you can—I don’t
want your Bible, we have got a better Bible here ; we do a little, any
way, to help one another.” Thus the pervading thought of the world
would be, the thinking right, the speaking right and the doing right.
Might would lose its place and right would be enthroned. Whither
would this lead us! Even to the very millennium itself. But, was
not that just what God intended? This was the guide-book to lead
men to the ideal Man, the second Adam, and to Him that gives the
force and life to live up to that ideal ; to lead up to the day when
Satan shall be disenthroned and the kingdoms of this world shall
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become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. God lead us to
rise to our responsibility. May He give us a living faith in Him and
His blessed Word. May He give -this convention divine power
whereby His Word will be exalted, its teachings lived, and make
every page a leaf for the healing of the nations. (Loud and long-
continued applause.)
The Presipent—I desire to refer to a matter mentioned by Mr.
Blake in the beginning of his address. Yesterday [ received a letter
from Mr. B. F. Jacobs, in which he informed me that the friends of
Mr. Reynolds were purposing to do something for his widow, who
has been left in this unfortunate position, that the only insurance
which Mr. Reynolds had on his life was in a company that failed a
few months before his death. Friends in [1linois, Pennsylvania and
other places, have determined upon raising a William eynolds
Memorial Fund. (Hear, hear.) They propose to raise $12,000, and
one-fifth of that has been prmnisul from the State of Illinois. Mr.
Jacobs’ letter indicated to me that they did not desire an appeal to
be made, but they would receive any voluntary offerings that might
be made. If any of you have it in your hearts to contribute towards
this fund, our General Secretary (Mr. Day), our Treasurer (Mr. Score),
or myself will be very glad to receive your contributions, or an indica-
tion of the amount, and they will be forwarded to the [nternational
Treasurer, Mr. Crosby. The intention is that the income of this
fund shall be given to Mrs. Reynolds during her life, and that after
her death the prim-ip:d will be available for the work of the Inter-
national Association. [ think no more deserving monument could
be raised to the mewmory of any man ; and I believe that there are
rovince of Ontario who will esteem it a privilege to
have a part in this work. (Hear, hear.) And now, the closing
of this convention have come. [ may say that this is the
first convention of the Province of Ontario that it has been my
to attend throughout On other occasions committee work
and other duties have kept me out of the convention a great part of
the time. There are others, however, who have attended the con-
ventions almost from the beginning, and I have heard the testimony
from many of these, when they say that this is not only one of the
largest, but also one of the very best, in the history of our Associa-
tion. I do trust that we will each carry to our work @ stronger
determination to do our duty, as God may give us strength. e are
and one that very well accords with

about to sing a familiar hymn,
the words with which Mr. Blake closed his splendid address. I

would ask that after the singing of this hymn you remain standing,
that we bow our heads in gilent prayer, consecrating ourselves afresh
to our work, and after a brief period the Rev. Dr. Smith, pastor of
this church, who opened the devotional exercises, will lead us in

prayer and pronounce the benediction.
Singing, “ All the way my Qaviour leads me.” Silent prayer, all

standing, followed by benediction by Rev. Dr. Smith.
The convention then closed.
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N.B.—Some mistakes may occur
names as entered in the Register at the Convention.

Name.
Abbott, B
Abbott, Mrs. B

Abraham, Rev. R. H

Adams, G. K
Adams, John
Adden, Miss M .
Albright, J.
Albright, Mrs. J
Albright, Mrs, D
Aldridge, Miss A
Alford, Mr .
Allan, Miss A,

Allen, Miss Cynthia

Allison, A
Alteman, P. W,
Alway, Mrs. F
Amos, Miss L

Andrews, Rev. Alfred

Anderson, Miss M
Anderson, Miss

Andrews, Miss A, E

Annis, Miss Eva,

Applegath, Cha les

Archibald, G. H
Atkinson, Mrs. J..
Atkinson, E. A
Atkinson, Mrs. J
Atkinson, Rev. R
Atkinson, C, J .
Austin, J

Jach, Miss ,

Bale, Walter

Bale, Mrs. Walter
Jallantyne, Mr
Jallantyne Mrs .
Jallingal, Mrs
Barclay, Miss Mary
Barker, Rev, W, R
Barker, Rev. J. ¥
Barker, Mrs, J. F
Jarlow, J

Barnes, C. A. ..
Bates, Miss S.
Bean, A

Beavis, Rev, Horatius

Begy, Miss L
Bell, Rev. J. R
Bell, Miss M

Bengough, Thomas. ..
Bengough, Mrs. Thomas
Bennett, Rev,T. J. .

Berkinshaw, W, ..
Bethune, M.ss.
Bevis, Miss ..
Black, Miss

Post-office.

Toronto Junction
Toronto Junction

.Burlington
Hamilton
.Ham:lton
Abingdon
South Cayuga
South Cayuga
Campden
Peterboro’
Lynnville

.. Brampton
Burlington
Cherrywood
Lynn Valley
Vittoria
Guelph

Rat Portage
Hamilton
Springvale
LAurora
Oshawa
Hamilton
Montreal
Toronto
Toronto
Hamilton
Jerlin
Toronto
Lynn Valley

Toronto
Hamilton

. Hamilton
Kirkwall
.Kirkwall
Galt
Guelph

Toronto Juncton

Hamwilton
Hamilton
.Bendale
London
Toronto

... Hamilton
.. Hamilton
Bright

...... Laurel
e T
..... Toronto
......Toronto
....Hamilton

Nawe
Blain, Miss
Blake, Hon. S. H
Blessinger, R. M
Blessinger, Miss
Bogle, Joseph
Joggs, N. G
Boomer, Miss
Jooth, Amos .
Booker, Chas. T
Boughner, M, C
Bowlby, Mrs. B

~|Ep. COMMITTEE.

Bowman, Mrs. J. H
Bowlinghauser, Mi:s

Box, M'ss H
Braun, Rev. Mr
Braden, Miss M
Bracken, Rev. Jas

Brethour, Rev. D, L

Brethour, Mrs. D,
Bristol, C. W
Brines, H g
Brimstin, Miss M
Brown, F. N. W
Brown, Mrs. M
Brown, Miss
Brown, Miss G
Browne, Miss
Browne, E. A
Jurgess, A. L.
Burns, J. M
Burns, Robert
Burns, Rev. 8. 8
Burns, Mrs. R. L.
Burgee, C. A..
Jurnside, Miss M

Butler, Miss M. L.

Canniff, M. B,
Calvert, J
Calder R. M
Campbell, M
Campbell, J. W
Canfield, M. 8§
Carmichael A

Cassidy, Rev. F. A,

Cavers, Rev. C. A
| Chambers, Miss
| Charlton, W. G.

‘ Chard, A. i
| Chegwin, Miss
| Chestnut, Rev. E
| Christy, M

..Toronto | Clarke, Rev. W,

Toronto | Clark, Rev, F. R .

.Seaforth | Clarke, Mrs. W
..Milton ' Clarke, Miss L

B

LIST OF DELEGATES.

in this list owing to the illegibility, in some cases, of the

Post-office
Blackheath
.. Toronto
. Aldershot
Aldershot
Strathbane
Hamilton
Berlin
Courtland
Hamilton
Sincoe
.Port Dover
Dundas
Copetown
Ridgeway
Hamilton
Toronto

. Binbrooke
Hamilton
Hamilton
.Arkona
Torontc
Toronto
Toronto
Brantford
... Toronto
. Toronto
Hamilton
Woodstock
Burgessville
Brooklin
Hamilton
Stirling
Hamilton
Hamilton
Albertown
Chicago

Richmond
Hamilton
Petrolea
Chelton
.Toronto
Beachville
..Spencerville
St. Catharines
... Brantford
..Toronto

. Guelph
....Toronto
.. Hamilton

. Carluke
..Guelph
Millbrook
.....Omagh

. Millbrook
Allandale
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Nawe. Pust-office. Name: Post-office:
Clark, Miss L. ......cooevarreeemtiry Toronto | Elliott, Matthew: ...coceosmecssrerees Booktom
Clark, Miss G..... S ......Hamilton Emory, Dr. C. Vo.ooooenes ... . .Hamilton
Olark, W Ho.oooooiieinneereemmeme g Orono | Essex, Mise B ok Asnad s SR IAEE Londom
ORI 4 D) 0o so v enonsdnnsosiessmantitns Toronto | Everett, Miss Emma ......o0 oot Hayesland
Olarke, R W.. oo cansesanaoencnes Millbrook | Excell, B, O..coavaeruermeemmemsrrtt? Chicago
Olarke, Mrs. R. W. ....oooveeeeee Millbrook
Oleaver, E. H..ooooioiiienrnrennees Burlington Fallis, Misg M. ......oooovenees .. .Palmerstomn
Coates, R.. R T .......Milton Farrel, Mrs. ... .. Hamilton
Cokey, M. E..oouerneonermmmmreereess Toronto | Felker, R R L TR ER AT Fergus
Coloman, J. B.oooiirreeerreeeeeeeereigy Acton | Findlay, THOMAB. .. oo coososs o000 Toronto
Collard, Miss M. ... ....oooommememre Toronto | Findlay, Mrs. ThOS .oooooeruirnennenss Toronto
Collins, Mrs E I .Simcoe Fitzgerald, T TR RN S, Canfield
T Oy - Simcoe | Fleming, Miss M......ocvvnvenes Bowmanville
Conning, Rev, Jo 8. «o.oooverrrenees Caledonia Fletcher; Rev. D.....oooveveeres g s Hamilton
Cook, Mrs. L. .ooooiieernnneerers " ‘Brantford | Flett, Miss F......0oo0vs .......Mount Forest
Cook, Miss J..coooerrrennnnrrneeess Toronto |- Fluterer, J. " PR T South Cayuga
COOPRE, J v vosrrrssncsonnsseses .. Windam Fluterer, Mrs. J. C...coovvve South Cayuga
Cooper, Mrs. . ADEEROER T T T Windam | Fookes, T R RS . Toronto
Cooke, Miss M. A ....ooooennnrere oo Chesley | Ford, J. M....ooover oeerereeeti] Creighurst
Cook, Reve W. AL .coiivreeeionnertig Thorold | Forster, R L DU Locust Hill
Coombs, R. 8....ccvveeneeernees ... Hamilton Forster, B, Ro J..coc cnnroaeeeeeess Brampton
Copp, W. Mooooviinnnenes """ "port Nelson | Forster, & Welisosswsnon vv...v....Toronto
Copp, Wi, o coasarssnneoenseneecs _..London | Foster, oW .. cnees sesses .. Villa Nova
Oowie, NOIHE.» . 00000 rsassoesonorons (Caledonia | Fotheringham, Mig8....covrarernsees Hamilton
(Cowling, Miss ) O PR IR L Toronto | Fontain, MR o oo 508 oaonand ST Simcoe
Cowley, C. E..oovvvreerarennnnes _...London | Fox, R T LR Toronto
Craig, E. E...ccoooeeieennreig . .Carsonby | Fox, i T LS Toronto
COrawford, Mrs.....ooooeveeeees Port Dalhousie | Fraser, MISOM . .o covorrovaenees eozes London
Crawford, Mrs........ooveeeeees Hamilton | Fraser, Miss M........ . ........8t Thomas
Crawford, Migs J.....ooooeveerreees Hamilton | Fraser, Rev. Mungo, D. |« PRPSOUPIRNE Hamilton
Crandall, E. H....oo0veveeee .....Brampton Fraser, Helen........ .- , TSR Hamilton
Crafts, Mrs, W, F........... Washington, D.C. Francis; MEs .. ..coooenneraenneesers Brampton
Creighton, Mrs, ........ eeeeceeees Toronto | Freeman, W aagaavsrn .. v..... Freeman
Crosby, Mrs. H. A..oovvvneeemmeees Uxbridge | French, T TR T R L DR Hamilton
Orown, Ts Goooosorsoosnssonssnensanes Toronto | Fridd, Geo......ooeoueereereetstets Hamilton
Crown, Mrs. T.G....cooovevne """ . Toronto | Frost, S PSR TR ....Toronto
Crown, Miss.......... R RN ‘Toronto | Fryer, | TR R T E T LS Collingwood
Cryderman, A. R Hamilton
Cunningham, Mrs........ooeeeeesgy Hamilton Galbraith, Miss B .....oooooemeroeeees . Milton
Cunningham, R. M. L R ATE .Burgessville Gardner, Miss B ..o.oieiianienerigy London
Cunellry, C. T..... .- BB, . Garvin, Mrs. J. Weeocossaoassnseses Peterboro’
o RN Collingwood Geddes, Rev. W. H ... ..o.oo St. Catharines
Port Elgin

Currie, Miss
. George, John .........: IR

Dack, Rev. D. ...ooene S R T Simcoe | George, A B.cssssssoseesens ......London
DRI W caspsns - ssvseaseipains Pickering | Ghent, T L L Burlington
Dale, Miss RO8 .....cooonnveesrs . Thorold | Gilmour, Rev.J. L, MLA....ooennses Hamilton
Dawn, Rev. Mr...........“.‘......\Lcercliﬂc Gilroy, W. J...oovnene ... ....Mount Forest
Davey, JORM. . ...ovouerrineress " . Leskard | Gilroy, Mrs. Wo J.oooe coivnnes Mount Forest
Datil. B Livass: cossanpavnsiorsisnn _Hamilton | Given, W.B..occnccosssscsnnenn ....Millbrook
Davidson, W. A.....c coocees R Dundas | Glassford, Rev. R J. M. oooe connones Guelph
Davidson, Miss C.......oooeeereceet g Nelson | Gooderich, s P R T X L L Toronto
Day, MISS L. .ocoooccereseconerertetiy Toronto | Goodwin, Mrs. .....ooveereresrtt® gy oy Galt
A N T Deer Park | Gourlay, MBS Liccooosonesnsnnncns Palmerston
De Hart, J. Neooovovvnee e LR e _Brooklin | Gourlay, B J. i sisesrevevenvennias Dunnville
Deile, Mis8.........+ R Guelph | Gourlay, Mrs. (Rev.)J...ooooeeeens .Dunnville
Delamere, John BE i wsin pnnds et Minden | Gowan, SCRUMAN .. cvovornssenssnes Spring Vale
Dickson, Miss .....cocieerererers Woodstock | Graham, R P R L Ottawa
Dobson, Rev oeasnsess """ ...Chesley | Graham, WD oo vansispannes sonvenind SR
e R R Simeoe | Graham, Mre......ooooeeeerree®s! Inglewood
Dougan, Miss B s A bR Thorold | Graham, Y IR TR R R L Hamilton
Doan, Frank.......oooceeeeees ‘Newmarket | Graham, ST T R UL Inglewood
Dowling, Miss M.....covweeeee 0ld Windham | Grandy, Rev. ThoB......ovoeerer .Caistorville
Draper, W. H.....ooooonenreccrrtes Hamilton | Gradey, SERR ;.5 cvesisonssnsasaEiaay Toronto
Dryden, Hon. JORD cosoccnnsooernsces Toronto | Greab, Rev. T YL Port Dalhousie
Duff, Chas.....coevveee A d] Ra e Hamilton | Gray, Chas.......coeeereessettm2" " Saltford
Duncan, Mré.......... R ‘Toronto | Gray, e R S TR AL KRS ...Toronto
Duncan-Clark, 8. J...cooeeeerererrtig ‘Toronto | Gregg, Miss......oooooeees A Saltford
Durham, MEs.....oooomereeess Marshville | Gregory, O.ccooeccovecnecertes st Markham
Gribble, Rev. W, ..ocoovernerensee gl Berlin
Eagle, Mo 8. H.oooooneroreneneereess Hamilton | QRN Pooesssoogseessonosnsnnrecss Hamilton
BAWAIAR) Jo oo posasaosonnrssenrerons Toronto Greenwood, Miss B L oesiisandeesenyid Toronto
Edgar, Rev. Jo Dooooooveneeeseret g Cayuga |
Elliott, Rev. R J..ooovvmemeeeeees Burlington | Hagar, T T LR A Burlington
Elliott, Jennie.......oooeeeereeresess Kettleby ' Hall, J. B o pssarbasaRrie By Re Toronto

11



R )

Name,
Hall,
Hall, Miss M.
Hallam, Jas
Hallibut, Miss
Halliday, M. A
Halliday, Miss

Hamilton, John...........

Hamilton, Rev. J......
Hamilton, Wm
Hambly, Mrs. T
Hamill, Pro!
Hampton, J

Harvey, Rev,

Harper, E

Harker, J. S.

Harker, Mrs,

Harris, J. C

Harris, E

Harrison, Rev. -
Harrison, Mrs. W. T. ..
Hatton, Mrs ‘
Hawken, Miss 1,11\

Ha ule\\ood Rev.
Heartwood, Mrs.
Heartley, Thos. .
Henders, Rev, R.
Henley, Mrs.......
Herron, Thos

Hewart, Miss E
Hewart, Miss F.

Heys, Miss J....
Ilwheter, E.

Hildrith, F

Hilders, \l

Hill, Rev. R
Hinman, \mlth

Hockey, Rev.J. E.........

Hockey, Mrs. (l(e\ JJ.E
Hole, B. B

Holman, Mr .. .
Holmes, Rev. John....
Holmes, Robert
Holtby, F. B
Hopkins, Mrs. J. R....
Hopkins, W. V.
Hopkins, Mrs. w.V
Hord, Miss J

Hurd Isaac.

Horning, Miss A.
Hossie, W. N.
Hossack, Rev.

House, W. H

House, E. T.

Howard, Rev, T.
Howard, Miss R
Howell, Rev. J
Howell, Miss L. ..
Howell, C. F )
Huber, Miss Mnr\ F.
Humphrey, C
Hutchings, Annu-
Hutt, Rev, E.

Huxley, Miss.

Ingleby, Miss ....
Ikihara, T. C
Ivey, Mrs. A

Jackson, W..oooviineeines
.lnckson,Mlssh.A.A,.v.......‘.

Jackson, L.
Jackson, Mrs, L.
Jacks, Miss Ada .
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Post-office. |
Toronto |

.....Toronto
'l‘\lsonbm;:
Waterdown
Chesley |

Mimico

. Chicago
\lounL Forest

Clifford |

" Toronto

. Toronto
Toronto |
II-.uniltun

. Toronto
..Dundalk
.Keene
lhlrllnv'ton
.. Toronto

. Paris |

....Georgetown
..New Durham
. Hamilton
Berlin

W mdlmm Centre

Vittoria

.. Vittoria

.... Toronto

.. Port Colborne
Abingdon
Saltford
Toronto

Edville

..... Waterdown

Waterdown
....London

. Hamilton
.Blenheim

.. Clinton

.. Mitchel!l

. Ridgeway
Burlington
Burlington
Mitchell

. Mitchell

.Va: essa
lir.m!ford
Toronto
Dundas
Toronto

. .Hagersville
.. Hagersville
Waterloo
Copetown
Waterford
Louisville, Ky.
....Troy
Stratford
Ingersoll
Stratford

Toronto
.....Kingston
..Collingwood

............ Sarnia

Brantford
Newmarket

.. Newmarket
Eglinton

Name.
Jacombe, F. W. H ..
Jamieson, John
Jamieson, John
Jamieson, Miss ....
Jackey,J
Job,J. 8
Johmton Miss E
Johnston, J. T
Johnston, )
Johnston,
| Johnston,
Johnston,

Jones, Seneca ...
Jones, Rev. P. ..
Jones, L. M

Kaar, John
Kay, Miss.
Kelley, I’hlh]»

\ Kelley, Rev. J. H
Kelley, Robt g
Kelley, Mrs. l{uhl o

Kentry, Miss M.
Kent, Ambrose
Kent, Miss.
Kerr, W. H
Kerr, Miss D .
Kerr, John W
I\llhourne S. H
Kilgour, J. W
Kilgour, Mrs. J
Kilgour, Mrs...
Kinzinger, E. G
Kirkwood, Miss
Kirkland, W. H..
Kitchen, Mrs.
Kitching, John
Kneale, Miss M
Knechtel, M. J
Keenleyside, Miss

Lackie, Miss Mary
Lainé, Mrs. T.
Law, Miss B .
Laird, Miss Ada ...
Laing, Miss E
Laing, Miss A .
Lambshed, J
Lapp,C. A .....
Lazenby, \hw L
Leadlay, H. J. B
Lee, D. M

Lee, Mrs. D. M

Lee, G, M...c.covvvenns i

Lelngh, Rev. Geo. M
Linton, Miss G
Little, Miss.

Livens, Miss H
Livingston, H. G
Lloyd, Joseph
Lockhart, Mrs
Lockhart, J. P
Longard, Chas. H

Longnrd Mrs. Chas. H /4

Lorraine, Mrs .
Lovell, Miss

Louden, Miss

Low, Jas

Lo»\r), Rev.C. H ...
Lorimer, Miss M ....
Lumsden, Miss L
Lyons, W. E

Lyons, Mrs. W.E ....

l\cnthll Rev. Jas.......

' Post-office.
.Guelph
Penemngmshene
Hamilton
....Toronto

Hamilton
Hamilton

Peterboro’
Hamilton
Avening
Waterdown

Brownsville
ralt

..New Durham
Onondaga
Bookton
......Bookton
.. Burlington

. Burlington

.. Toronto
Paris

.. Brussels

. Hamilton
Morrjstown
London

. Guelph

: Guelph
..Cavanville

.. Toronto
Brampton
Galt

" Ni ngam Falls South
v......Cornell
Vandecar

...Galt

..London

Hamilton
....Toronto
.. Hamilton
..Caledonia

Burlington
.Bright

.8t. Catharines
. Guelph

..... .......Toronto

.. Milton
...Seaforth
Caledonia

.. Toronto

.. Toronto
Elmira
.Halifax, N.S.
Halifax, N.S,
Hamilton




Name,
Mack, Geo, E
Maclaren, J. J., LL.D,
Macpherson, Mrs .
Maddock, Miss B
Madill, Miss N
Main, Miss N
Main, Miss J
Malcolmson, Alex
Mansell, ., J
Marshall, A
Marshall, G. H
Marshall, C. L
Marshall, Rev
Marsh, Rev. . B
Mason, Mrs, A ;
Massie, Jas, (Ex-Warden
Martin, Miss A
Martin, A, W
Martin, Miss
Martin, H. A
Martin, Mrs
Matthews, G. S
Meek, R
Meldrum, Miss
Merlatt, A
Mickle, C. J
Milne, John
Millar, Mrs
Millar, Miss J
Millar, Miss A
Millar, R
Mills, R. V ;
Mills, Mrs. R. V
Mitchell, Miss M
Mitchell, J .
Moore, Mrs. T
Moore, Rev. T. A
Moore, T. H, M
Moore, Mrs, T
Moore, David .
Moore, H. P
Moore, S. H....
Moir, Rev. D. A
Moffat, T. L
Moffat, Mrs. J
Moffatt, Rev. W
Moffat, Mrs..
Moffit, T. Y
Mogan, W. H
Morris, Thos
Morris, E. A
Morrow, Rev.C, R
Morrison, Miss 8. C
Mountain, Mr
Mullen, Rev. J. B
Munro, Mrs
Munro, Miss ,
Munro, Miss M, W.
Munro, Miss Jessie A

McAuley, Mr.
McBride, E
McCalla, M, B
McCaulay, Mrs
McCann, Rev, W
McChard, M,
McCleland, Mr.
McClelland, WV .
McClure, J ....
McClure, R ..
McClure, J
McCrae, J. A
McCrae, Wm

McCullough, Miss B ...........
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Post-oflice.
Wellman's Corners
Toronto
Acton
Guelph
Fergus
Hamilton
Hamilton
Mooretield
.Toronto
.Binbrook
. Binbrook
Conn
Hamilton
Blackheath
Simcoe
Toronto
Bethany
Toronto |
Burlington |
Hamilton
Hamilton |
Pet-rbho:o
Kingston
Ayr
Norfolk
(‘hl‘\l\'l\
Fruitland
.. Toronto
.. Thorold
Blenheim
Hamilton
Canfield
Canfield
. Hamilton
.Dunnville
- .. Toronto
... Palmerston
Palmerston
... Toronto
Hamilton

Toronto
Walkerton
....Weston
.Berlin
London
Berlin

Berlin
Toronto
Hamilton
Hamilton

3 Alma

.. Hagersville
Hamilton

... Fergus
.... Toronto
Hamilton
.Thorold
.Toronto

Pickering
su e Toronto
..St. Catharines |
.. Beamsville
Omemee
London
Brockville |
.. Toronto
Brampton
. Brampton
.Brampton
Guelph

Mount Forest

A\'(llllf‘
McCutcheon, L
McDermid, D. A
McDonald, Mrs
McDonald, Mrs. R
McDougal, Miss M
McEwen, Rev, John
McGillvray, G, A
McGregor, H. S
McGregor, Rev. M
Mcintyre, J. H
McKay, A
McKay, H
McKee, Rev. T
McKee, I
McKenzie, W. F
McKenzie, H. M
McKerrick, Mr..
MeKim, 1
McKim, Mrs, T
McLaughlan
McLaren, W. H
McLellan, M
MclLeod, Ross
McLeod, S

| MeMichael, Miss ..

McMichael, Mr
MeNveilly, ‘
McPhetson, Miss
McPherson, Rev. Neil

Nelands, C
Nelson, R. (
Nichol, Miss V
Nichol, W. D
Nixon, E. E

O'Brien, Mr....
O.ilvie, Mrs
Orr, Mrs

Orr, W. M
Osborne, L

‘ackham, M
Packham, J
Page, W. P....
Palmer, Mrs, E. ¢
Palmer, Mr
Parkhill, Mrs
Parkes, E .

{ Parker, A. H.

Parker, Rev. W. R
Parke, Mrs. .
Passmore, A. E
Passmore, A ’
Patterson, A. B
Patterson, Miss J
Patterson, Miss R
Patterson, John A
Paul, Mr

Paul, Mrs

Pauline, Mrs. Geo
Peake, Miss P
Peake, Miss

Peake, Lewis C. ..
Peal, Mrs. M. J.
Pearson, P. W 830
Pebbles, Miss D, M
Percival Miss
Peregrine, Miss E....

| Peregrine, Miss .......
Philips, Rev, John..

Philips, Rev. L..
Pierce, Miss......
Pim, George. .

Toronto
London
Toronto
Hamilton
Abingdon
'l'nll\l\hr
London
London
Tilsonburg
Dutton
Burlington
.Burlington
. Barrie
Little Britain
(rue lpn
Hamilton
London
shelburne
Shelburne
Acton
Hamilton
Allandale
Innerkip
Blackheath
Toronto

. Toronto
Fruitland
St, Thomas

Hamilton

Brampton

Guelph
Abingdon
Brantford
St, George

.. Laskey
Hamilton
Clarkson
Fruitland
Toronto

Abingdon
Abingdon

. Toronto

. Grimsbhy
Sarnia
Toronto
Collingwood
Mimico
Toronto

North Seneca

. London
Toronto
Peterboro’
Port Nelson
St. Catharines
Toronto
Napanee

... Napanee
Chesley
Toronto

. Toronto

.. Toronto
.Toronto
Aurora
.Hamilton

. London
...Branchton
... Branchton

..St. Catharines

Millbrook
Toronto
.. Toronto




B

S — D

L e

Name.

Porter, Mrs........
Porter, Miss. ...
Potts, Rev. Dr.
Power, C. B. ..
Pritchard, Miss
Press, Miss N. E
Pulling, Miss Jean

Race, Miss. ..

Rae, Rev. J. J.
Rayson, Miss M
Ratcliffe, M. A
Readman, Miss I
Redditt, Rev. J. J
Reddell, Miss Agnes....
Reeves, A. S
Reeves, A, C
Reed, Mrs ...
Reed, Rev. W
RBeed, Miss A....
Reed, Miss Ida

Rolston, Miss.......

Rush, J.H...

idith.. .. .

Rutherford, .\l.rs; o L

Rutledge, Rev. W. E
Rutherford, G€0........cooeveeneees

Sachs, Miss L

Salton, Rev. G, F...

Sanderson, Mrs.

.............. " .8t. Thomas | Symington, Mrs. J. A...... ol o 1

'.-.‘...\\':m-r(l(n\'n Spencer, Rev. D .
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Post-office. Nawe
"7 Toronto | Smith, Wm...
. Toronto | Smith, Mr8.........

" Cartwright | Smith, Mrs. J. C. i S

__Toronto | Smith, Miss. ..

Streight, Miss

Tilsonburg |
Sturgeon, Rev. R...

...... Toronto |

Sutherland, Rev. E.......

o
&=
-
B
B
=
S

Hamilton | Switzer, Mrs. ............

Talberton | Symington, Miss ........

Toronto | Smith, Mrs. .(Ilev.) Wray R

Sutherland, J

Swallow,G

Post-office.
Griwsby
...... Hamilton
...... Talberton
... ... Whitby

vv.... Guelph

. Hawmilton | Smith, W. 7 L S . Rowena
..... Hamilton | Smith, Mis M.. .....Toronto
Smith, Mrs...... oo sescecsnccneng Simcoe

....... Mitchell | Smith, Ella J.. Seaforth
" Bowmanville | Smith, Marfon .......oo0 ceseesses Glanford
..... Brampton Smith, E... JERE L _..... Port Burwell
"'St. Catharines | Smith, Miss T T RO BN Hamilton
....... Toronto | Smythe, W ......cooveiirnanncrnenes Petrolea
...... Brampton Smythe, Mrs. W. ........Petrolea
.... Hamilton | Snarr, MissE .... ‘ .... Toronto
" Wakefield | Snider, Geo. B cyaavs g ......8t. Ann's
..... Lakefield | Snider, Rev, P. W......... +.......Milton
... Weston | Snider, Mrs. B Wi nssaensienven sas Milton
" "Weston | Snider, Miss J ... . 4

" Weston | Souter, Miss .. ......ceciiieiereneee Hamilton

Reid, Frank ..........ooceee o pnedig Simcoe | Spittal, Miss. . e Toronto
Reid, Mrs. Frank ........ccooveencnses Simcoe Springstend. 1 R R Abingdon
Reid, Rev. M. M. ..ooovenvianonnnen: Leaskdale | Springstead, Migs Rhoda ......Abingdon
Richardson, Geo. A........... sawrbih ‘Toronto | Springstead, L . .....ccoeuieeeen .Abingdon
Richardson, Geo.... L Ingersoll Stafford, Rev. C. E sh subehRe .Wiarton
Richardson, Mrs. Geo.. ........... Ingersoll | Stanton, O. R R Toronto
Riddle, Mrs. E......... " 'St. Catharines | Stanton, Mrs. O. Booiossns vea e nsss RONORLO
Riddle, Miss A...........oev " Toronto | Steen, W. E. W ..cooeerinniinnens Streetsville
Ritchmond, M.A........... _ Hamilton | Steen, C ......... S Streetsville
Roberts, Mrs, E. H.......coovvvenens Toronto | Stevenson, Rev. BB .iiossipn ....Freeman
Roberts, E....... AT Stratford | Stevenson, J. F.....covveevvnrmerenen Hamilton
Roberts, J. M.....cooueencaresncannnss Selwyn | Stevenson, MIs .........oooernneees g Acton
Robertson, Rev. Lindsay............ Merritton | Stewart, DE.8....cocoocesvanessassnecs Toronto
Robinson, Rev. J.....cooveeeinanns Tilsonburg | Stewart, J. To....oooveeerivvneer o Scarboro’
Robinson, Miss M.........coeveneee Tilsonburg | Stone, Miss.......ccooovenrenenreip s Athens
Robinson, R, J........ . Toronto | Storwood, M..........eeeeeeeeen Hagersville
Robinson, J. M.... ...... Hamilton | Stout, T N ..... ....Port Colhorne
Roddy, M.....c.ocoovveannenes St. Catharines | Strachan, BV R iovons  sovnonin Brookholm

...... London | Strachan, Mrs. R . ' .+.v.......Brookholm

vvve... lalington
. Queensville

.......Harrington

.. Warkworth
....Clinton
.....Toronto
...Napanee
.. Blackheath

Saunders, Rev. J............. ..... Drayton |

Sauer, Reve A, W...ooo vveninniees Morriston | Taylor, J. T .oooovvee coveenneees Caistorville
Scoller, Miss........... . ..... palmerston | Taylor, B si ks s vasnnany Toronto
80018, B J....oocecireanccs sonnnace Toronto 1'1‘aylor, Israel ......covienennennns Olinton
Scott, Miss W.......coooeneererneeess Oshawa | Tew, E......oooviveiens ¢ Toronto
800th, Wo Woee ccoocosorassersooes Moorefield | Thorburn, T..... ..oocoereecreenncs Brampton
BOOUL, Tb Ao v ooonnn conanssssnonsrssl Guelph | Thompson, T .....ooovnrerermrmenees Bramjton
Soott, Wo R....oooovvnvnannnnes e st Eramosa | Thompson, B isaien avnEyseve CITIRE Toronto
Shaw, H........... oo Browns\ille | Thompson, N LT Toronto
Shaw, iirs. H....... ..... (PRI Brownsville | Thompson, "o S R T ] .Newburgh
Shearer, Rev. J. G......oovveeeeeens Hamilton | Thompson, H. Li....oooovvvnrreeeess Toronto
Shepherd, M.........coovavmereeees Brantford | Thomson, Rev.T.G ........ .......Hamilton
Sherlock, Miss M............ ....... Toronto | Thomson, TR O R T 2T ) Hastings
Showers, Rev. J........ . ....Sheffield | Thom, Rev. R W s navne sonssond Flesherton

Showers, Mrs. (Rev.)J...

U Gheffield | Tibb, Rev. J. Campbell ... ....Eglinton

Sills, B.E .......... . . Kingston | Tinkham, BRov. o A vooovovns svananed
SImpson, W...coooeenivennainnnns Onondaga Tilley, W. E., Ph.D.....ccovveen Bowmanville
Simpson, T. W C . ........Berlin | Torrance, MES oo revecstsninossases Hamilton
Simpson, Miss M. A....ooov vve ceee Hamilton | Trotter, Rev. J.E.......... ....St. Catharines
Skene, Rev. J...coovieiiens wreeees Hillsdale | Truax, Mrs. J .....ooocoeevneerrenny Ennotville
Skinner, JoOhn......ooovovviiaeeeine Hamilton | Tufford, Mis8 A .....ccoeeeeereees Port Nelson
Skipper, Dr.....coooo vooenee " Grand Valley | Turnbull, A ... ..ooooiinereeerennes Hawmilton
Sloane, M. .. L vviesssesesesnsnse s sioniOry Turnbull, Mrs. .......coovee covvenaess Oneida
Small, Miss.......oooovve cainiianens Parkdale | Turner, R.........cooveernenrennrencn Toronto
Smith, Mrs. Bryon ........cccoeveeen Hamilton | Turner, Miss,......cocovveenrrenees Hamilton
Brantford

Smith, Rev. Wray R.......... Aty Grimsby | Tutt, B.J..ccooooiivimmosioess “
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Name,
Valens, Mrs. M. A...............
Valens, MissE . .... o v
Valliant, Geo,J ..
VanWyck, 8. ..... aad
VanOamp, Leeeecerinens
VanSickle, A, W . ‘
VanSickle, T. M I A
Veale, Miss A. ...
Vickerman, F, C..

Wakefield, Rev. John .
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Walton, Mrs.....c.co000. \L Catharines | Woodhall, Mrs. ... .

Wallace, Miss ClaraG .........
Wallace, Rev. W. G 5 e
Walker, Miss Li............
Warren, James .....

""" Walkerton | Woodworth, €. H ........

Post-office. Name. Post-office.
Cev....Valens | Wiley, Mrs. J. A..ooniiiniiinen St. Catharines
....... Valens | Wilkinson, L ...........cccovvees ....Toronto

..... Toronto | Wilkinson, A, T..............e. ......Burford
.. ....Toronto | Wilson, E .........coiiiiiininnnnn Brougham
...+...Toronto ‘ Wilson, Miss ,......c.ocvveninnnnnnens Toronto
...Onondaga ‘~ Wilkie, Rev. W. D .................. Eramosa
....Onondaga | Wilson, Rev. W W inecanssnnnsosnsn Hamilton
“Bowmanville | Williams, R. T.......cooiiiiiiiiian. Culloden
..Campbellville | Wilcox, Wm............. ........Tilsonburg
‘ Winnifrith, Miss C. F...............00 Toronto

...Dundas | Winter, Miss H........ viieve....Aurora

| vvees ... . Georgetown

»»»»»» Toronto | Woodhouse, J. J ....... . L
.. Toronto | Wood, Miss............. vev.ee....Toronto
..Hamilton | Wood, G. W.. vev.....Toronto

Buffalo, N.Y.

Wass, Miss R. A.............. ....Oakville | Woodworth, Mrs. C. H ......... .Buffalo, N.Y.
Watson, Rev. W. H ......... Hamilton | Woodrove, Miss C .........ccovninevees Toronto
Watson, Mrs. W. H......... .... Hamilton | Wright, Mrs. (Rev.) ..... A s ARG, Delhi
Watson, H.D .. . ..... . o s b Hamilton | Wyng, Miss RO .. Hamilton
Watson, Miss..... i eny St, Catharines |

Watch, C. Wo.iioiioeeiinniannnes .Brighton | Yeigh, Frank .......... ........Toronto
Watt, Miss Tuooooooovvvveees .. Brantford | Youmans, W.E... ..... ....St. Thomas
Watts, George. .. Y .. Toronto | Young, Miss.. .. AP ..Toronto
Wealter, L ....... S ... ......Toronto | Young, Miss L. M .........oeeiieians Toronto
Weese, R. C.............. . ..Leamington | Young, MissG.......... .......Bowmanville
Weeks, Rev. W. W... ....... e ..Toronto‘young, D 150, 34
White, R.J ...c.ovvieenenes ....Hamilton | Young, E. T ...o.ocvevivrnmannanenes Hamilton
Whitelock, P ...oovvevre cuvneerennnes Toronto | Young, Hon, JA8 .. ...ccocoensnnnnneeinns Galt
Whitelock, D ........ccoviennennns .. Toronto | Young, Mre. Ja8.......c.. corrvensaesrrs Galt
Williamson, Rev. J. 8........... Mount Forest | TOUNE, R 0ssosvsrcoisesorsonanss Thamesford
Wiley, J. A coovniiiinnnrnennn .St, Catharines ' Young, Rev. John ..........ooooeeee Hamilton

Note.—These delegates, so far as the Register indicates, may
Superintendents, 130 ; Bible Class Teachers, 126 ; Secretaries, 253
Teachers, 235; Primary Teachers,

be classified as follows, v.iz.:
Librarians, 10 ; Intermediate

96— the others being classified as Pastors and other Workers,




SAQBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO

Doers of the
Word and the Work

L av & Or the Report of the . . -

NOW READY 4 THIRTY-SECOND PROVINCIAL CONVENTION

PRICE, 15 CENTS

Held in the City of Hamilton, 27th, 28th and 29th
T October, 1897. Rl s

An edition of this Report has been ]\HMMMI founded upon the number
ordered up to 20th November last, allowing a small margin for schools
whose orders may have been inadvertently omitted. Such orders should
therefore, at once be sent in with remittance. Price, 10 cents each,
where five copies or more are taken to be sent to one address.

o PrOFINGIAL COMVERiORS o2 e

We draw attention to the fact that a number of Reports of former
years remain for sale, viz.: For the years

1870—Galt. 1875—Hamilton.
1871—London. 1882—Brampton.
1872—Montreal. 1884—Brockvi 1€ | i, one volume.
1873—Toronto. 1885—Stratford.

1874—Brantford.
1887—London, entitled, * Sayings and Doings.”

1888—Kingston, " « gowing and Reaping.”
1889—Toronto, " « gifted Wheat.”
1890-Brantford, " « Apples of Gold.”
1891—-0ttawa, ' “ Qur Sunday schools.”

1892 Guelph, " “The King's Vine-Dressers.”
1893—Toronto, ' « Thoughts for Teachers.”
1891—Belleville. " « Theory and Practice.”

The ahove Reports will be sold at 5 cents each, postage included.
1895—Toronto, entitled, * Plants and Corner Stones,” 10 cents each.
1896—London, " « pishers and Nets,” 15 cents each.

These Reports, more especially those for 1884 and after, are well worth
the perusal of Sabbath School Teachers, ar.d they will be sent to any
address in Canada on receipt of the prices named.

Reports of the International Convention at Chicago, 1887, and Pitts-
burgh, 1890, publlnhe(l at bBoe. each, will be sent for 15¢. each,
including postage, on receipt of price.

For the International and World's Cony ention Reports for 1893, write
Mr. W. B. Jacobs, Room 30, 132 La Salle Street, Chicago, 111, enclosing a
two-cent American stamp, also for Report of Boston, 1896. Price, 35 cents.

JESSIE A. MUNRO,

25 Manning Arcade, Corresponding Secretary.
TORONTO.

-
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All Sabbath School Workers

Should be Total Abstainers from Intoxicants.
Total Abstainers are better risks for I.ife Insur-

ance than Non-Abstainers.
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is the
TOTAL ABSTAlNERS’ COMPANY

and is therefore the

BEST COMPANY FOR THE BEST RISKS

All Total Abstainers should study their own interests by
insuring in the Temperance and General when they insure
their lives.

Our Advocate is sent to all correspondents who ask for it

free of cost.

AR A AR AN A A AR

HON. G. W. ROSS, H. SUTHERLAND,

President. Managing Director.

HEAD OFFICE:

Globe Building, TORONTO.
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Canada Permanent

LOAN AND SAVINGS COMPANY.

INCORPORATED A.D. 1855.

Subscribed Capital, $5,000,000. Paid-Up Capital, $2,600,000
Reserved Fund, - 1,450,000. Total Assets, - 12,000,000

HEAD OFFICE - COMPANY'S BUILDINGS, TORONTO ST., TORONTO.
BRANCH OFFICES, - =~ = WINNIPEG, MAN.; VANCOUVER, B.C.

IDIRECTORS:

President and Managing Director, J. HERBERT MASON. Vice-Pres., W, G. GOODERHAM.
S. NORDHEIMER. EDWARD HOOPER HENRY CAWTHRA.
R K. BURGESS. W. D. MATTHEWS. G. W. MONK.

Assistant Manager, ALFRED J. MASON, Superintendent, Rurus 8. HUDSON.
Secretary, GEORGE H. SMITH,

Deposits received at current rates of interest, paid or compounded half-yearly.

Debentures issued in Currency or Sterling, with interest coupons attached, payable in
Canada or England. Executors and Trustees are authorized by law to invest in the
Debentures of this Company.

Money Advanced on Real Estate security at current rates and on favorable conditions as
to repayment,

Mortgages and Municipal Debentures purchased.

The BRITISH CANADIAN

LOAN AND INVESTMENT CO. (Limited)

HEAD OFFICE, - 25 Adelaide Street East, TORONTO, ONT,
Subscribed Capital, - $2,000,000  Assets, - - $2,235.668
DIRECTORS :

A. H. CAMPBELL, President. WILLIAM INCE, Viee-President.

JOHN BURNS. SAMUEL TREES. W. R. BROCK.

J. K. KERRY Q.C. J. H, MAYNE CAMPBELL.
SouiciTors: Kerr, Macdonald, Davidson & Paterson.
ScorTisH AGENTS : Messrs, Scott Moncrieff & Trail, W.8., Edinburgh.

BANKERS 1N CANADA: The Bank of Commerce, The Standard Bank, The Imperial Bank, The
Bank of Hamilton.

BANKERS 1IN GREAY BRITAIN : The National Bank of Scotland (Limited), London.

Lends Moriey on Farm, City and Town Property at the lowest current rates of interest.
Purchases Mortgages and other Real Estate Securities, also Debentures, etc.

issues Debentures—The Company receives Money on Deposit for terms of two to five
years, an issuesbebentures therefor, with halmarly coupons attached. These Deben-
tures are a first lien upon the capital and other ts of the Company, and are payable in
Canada or Great Britain, without expense.

dny further iOFubtlol igfishob ity be | o 'R, H. TOMLINSON, Manager.

Rk S ks




MONEY! 2 i oktnuest

London and Canadian

LOAN AND AGENCY CO. (Limited.)

Capital Subscribed - - - = -~ $5,000,000
Capital Paid Up T 700,000
4,800,000

Total Assets - . i e

HEAD OFFICE - - 103 BAY STREET, TORONT®, ONT.
BRANCH OFFICE - MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG, MAN.

LOCAL APPRAISERS AT ALL IMPORTANT POINTS IN
ONTARIO AND MANITOBA.

MONEY TO LOAN 5535 i
MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES PURCHASED.

This Company issues its own Debentures, at
TO InveStO rs liberal rates of interest, for one or more years,

as the investors may desire ; interest payable half yearly.

~CORRE5PONDENCE SOLICITED

S ————

Address—
J. F. KIRK, ot, G. J. MAULSON,

Manager, Toronto ; Local'Manager, Winnipeg.




The Westminster T eacher

A HELP FOR TEACHERS AND BIBLE CLASSES
Containing Notes on the Text and Application of the Lesson
By J. R. MILLER, D.D.

One copy a year, 60 ¢t3. School gubscriptions, to one address, 50 cts

The VERY BEST help for teachers and older scholars in the study of the lesson It
is used by teachers of all denominations, and receives special commendations
from all sources for the pract ical character of its notes. The aim is to make

the teachings of the Bible helpful in every-day life, applying them to the
actual experiences and circumstances of scholars.

One subseriber says
“THE WESTMINSTER TEACHER is used here, and I wish to te stify to its great

helpfulness to me, not only the notes on the lessons, but the editorials
especially, are helpful to me in my inner life.”

Another
“Have used your TEACHER for a number of years in the school and am lost

without it."”

Another—

*“Place my name on subscribers’ list and never take it off,”

Send for Sample Copy-.

N. T. WILSON,
12 King Street W., Torcnto.

« HOW TO FORM A =
Primary Union.

A Union may be formed in either towns, villages, or townships by the
Primary teachers of all denominations, binding themselves together for
improvement in their methods of working.

A meeting should be called, and the objects of the Union explained. A
President, Secretary-Treasurer, Librarian, and Organist should be appointed.

All teachers in charge of the younger classes in the main school should be
asked to join the Union, also Mothers should be invited and urged to attend.

There should be some part of the programme prepared especially with a
view to getting the co-operation of the Mother.

There should be, if possible, a weekly meeting of the Union.

A Programme Comiittee should be appointed. The committee will arrange
a programme for three months. The programme should be on the following
lines: Devotional Exercises ; Teaching of the next Sabbath’s Lesson; Hints
for Mothers; Singing of a Child’s Song; Child Study Hints; Discuesion of
(lass Work, or paper on a given Topic.

Programme Iorms may be had ready to be filled in, at fifty cents a
hundred, from Israel P. Black, 2,006 Park Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.

The fee may be fixed by the Executive Committee of the Union.

Collections may be given to form a Circulating Library, and other little
expenses in connection with the work.

For full information, address—
Miss Jessie A. Munro,

25 MANNING ARCADE, TORONTO. Cor. Sec., S.S.A. oF ONTARIO.
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It is very lmpbrtant

That your wife and family should be provided
for in case of your death. It is also very
important that in making such provision you
should secure the freest and most liberal policy
you can. The

Unconditional Accumulative Policy
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Association is absolutely free from conditions,
and guarantees |

Extended Insurance
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ora Paid-up Policy after two years, Or & Cash -
Value after five years. ~Rates and full infor-
mation sent on application to the Head Office,
Toronto, or to any of the Association's Agents,
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Ontario Cadies” College, Whitby, Ont.

Recently enlarged by the addition of the Frances Hall, and ?rovided with
every modern comfort in the shape of steam heating, electric lighting, bath

rooms, etc. Universally acknowledged by all who have seen it to be the
largest, most elegant and best equipped C lleg: for women in Canada. In
Eduncational work it justly stands uneﬂuall(’d, i

ng the only Ladies’ College
in the country taking up a regular University Course for the Freshman
and Sophomore years. Full Conservatory of Music, and Schools of Fine Art,
Elocution and Commercial branches.

Send for Calendar to HEV- Jl J- “M‘E, Ph-n., Pflﬂﬂlpﬂ'-

Our Fall Publications.

The Story of the Union Jack. By Barlow Cumberland. With nine

lithographed colored plates and numerous engravings............ #IL.
The Mineral Wealth of Canada. By Arthur B. Wilimott, M.A., B.Sc. 1.
A Ride in Moroceo and Other Sketches, By Arthur Campbell.... T.
Humours of ’37, Grave, Gay and Grim. Rebellion Times in the
Canadas. By Robina and Kathleen M. Lizars, authors of ““In
the Days of the Canada Company ™ v ivaa s s demmnc s pensvenrs
History and Historiettes of the U.E. Loyalists. By Edward Harris.
Paper
Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada. A Journey of 3,200 miles by
Canoe and Snowshge through the Barren Lands. By J. W.
Tyrrell, C.E. With illustrations from drawings by Arthur Heming
and from photographs taken ex roule ‘
Books: A Guide to Good Reading. By John Millar, B.A., Deputy
Minister of Education for Ontario
Haliburton: A Centenary Chaplet. A series of Biographical and
Critical Papers. With portrait and illustrations. .. covov-iviinen.
Canadian [en and Women of the Times. A Biographical Dictionary
of Prominent and Eminent Persons belonging to the Dominion.
Edited by Henry James Morgan. Price to subscribers, $2.50; to
non-subscribers
Between Earth and SKy. Stories of Peril and Adventure for Boys.
By Edward William Thomson, author of *‘ Walter Gibbs, the
Young Boss,” *‘Old Man Savarin,” etc. [Illustrated......... 71
The Ne'er-do-Weel. +A new story by Annie S. Swan. Nlustrated... 1.2
The Unnamed Lake and Other Poems. By Frederick George Scott,
author of * The Soul’s Quest,” “My Lattice,” etc. .. . &........ 75
The Children of Wisdom and Other Sermons. By Rev. John
de Soyres, M.A., Rector of St. John’s Church, St. John,N.B.... 100

"' For sale by all booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt of price by the publisher,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Wesley Buildings
29-33 Richmond Street West, TORONTO.




