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to the READER.

J
T was a con.fcioufncfs of my own Inabi-

lity, to defcribe in a manner worthy of

the fubjea, fuch a perfon as Mr. Fletcher^

which was one great reafon of my not wri-

ting thif foont^r. Ijudged, only an Apdlts

^^% proper to paint an Alexander. But I

at length fiibmitted to importunity, and
haftily put together fomc memorials of this

great man : intending, if God permit,

when I have more Icifure and more matc^
rials, to write a fuF ^r Account of his Life.

JOHN WESLEY.
LoiVDON,

Nor. 9, 1785.
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S E R M O N, &c.

.PSALM xjotvii.
J7.

that man is ftaJ. -^ *'" ""^'f

IN ths preceding verfes taken together wifl. ,i,- l .

a beautiful contraft. between 1^^ I ^ '•"'• '''«'«"

.hat of .good man /«Sat thePf.f '.T'l'''"^''"^

(tildM where beMttd r)pftrh,^,Tr '.
*"' ^"/'/«*

py. both in life aiid'rdeathfThenlt'»l'^ '^""''fp-«f^rf«»/a M, Vi,),^ that ,V rightfL'filTT?'- """"*'

|"f^ «. /*. /.i?. The wois a^e rend-red?„
1^""^ ' """^

flation. with far more for«:e and e est
'

-t^'fT
«"»-

/««. It is not improbable thuoZdih^ t""" ''

•heft word, had .particular intta^^'r±,^':."""'dsuch an .nftance wa* that of the ^ea, fin"
'"'/''*•'

wJ,om God has not long ago tak n'toTmf ,",'' ^°°^ """*
In d.fcourling on thefe words, I puroofe fi/ft k • »

«nqH,re..who is the perfon that s here'^vS, '.''"^''y "»'

the promile, thatJhall bring a «'« *«„ !,?,a'V°/''P'"'"» .expreft in the other verffon, TfcS/-,/ 'f"
'"J*: °'"

I will then, with thedivine an-ftance £ i*'?"^'''"-W..in how glorious a nL,„erh was furfin
'!{'•• "2°"«

fy
of thofe hilyt /:,:,; , , «,^^-;^^ ^™^lf was. or

&"0n: nmoK "early i.nports ustinfrt^a^:
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tight man, as are tliofe that live under the Chriftlan Dif.
penfation, fuch as have lived and died finCe li/g and immor-
tality have been brcugbt to light by the GofpeK

i. In this fenfe, he is a perfeft and upright man, who
believe^ in the name of the Son of God : he is one in

whom it has pleafed the Father, to reveal the Son of his

love : and who confequently is able to declare, the life that

1 now live, I live by faith in the Son nf Gcd, who loved me,
andgave himfelffar me. He is one that finds the Spirit cf
Cod witnejfmg with hisfpirit, that he is a thildofGod: and
unto whom Jefus Chrijt is made ofGody wijdom^ and right*
eoujnefsy andfan5lificattony and redemption,

J. This faith will undoubtedly work by love, Accordr-
ingly every Chriftian Believer has the love ofGodfhed abroad
in his heart, by the Holy Gbojl which is given unto him. And
loving God, he loves his Brother alio : his goodwill ex-
tends to every child of man. By this as well as by the
fruits ofJove, lowlinefs, mfeknefs,and refignation, he Ihewj.
that there is the fame mind in him, which was in Chriji Jefus,

4. As to his outward behaviour, the upright Chriltian
Believer, is blamelefs andunreproveable. He is holy, as
Chrift that has called hinn is holy in all manner of convei-
fation J ever labouring to have a confcience void of offence,

towards Gcd and toward man. He not only avoids all out-
ward fin, but abjiains from all appearance of evil. He Rea-
dily walks in all the public and private ordinances of the
Lord blamelefs. He is zealous ofgood works ^ as he hath
time, doing good in every kind and degree, to all men.
And in the whole courfe of his life, he purfues one invaria-
ble rule, whether he eats or drinks^ or whatever he does, t9
do all to the glory of God.

II. And furely the end of this man is peace : the meaning
of which words.wc are now, in the fccond place,to confider.

I do not conceive this immediately to refer to that glo-
rious Peace, which is prepared for him in the prefence of
Ciod to all eternity : but rather to that which he will cn«
joy in ihcprefent world, before his fpirit returns to God
that gave it. Neither does it feem directly to refer to out-
ward peace or deliverance from outward trouble: although
it is triie, many good men, who have been long buffetted
by adverfity, and troubled on every fide, have expericirccd

li4. >---*- " -**"^'y-'—
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tn entire deliverance from it, and enjoyed a remarkabld

Calm before they went hence. But this feeiriS chiefly to re-

fer to inward peace, even that peace cf God which pcfjeth

fill underfianding. Therefore it is no wonder, that it can-

not be fully and adequately expreffedin human language.

We can only fay, it is an unfpeakable calmnels and fereni-

ty of fpii"t,a tranquility in the blood of Chrift, which keeps

the fouls of Believers, in their latell hour, even as a garri'-

fon keeps a city ; which keeps not only their hearts, all

their paflions and affedions, but alfo their minds, all the

motions of their underftanding and imagination, and all

the workings of their reafon in Chrifi Jefus. This peace

they experien''ed 'n a higher or lower degree (fuppofe they

continued in *:!«e f-.irh) rrom the time they tirft found re-

demptlo:. in the blood oi Jcfus, even the forgivenefs of fins.

But ^hc>. they have neari; finifiied their courfe, it gcpe-

rally fi..ws xs a r'.ver, ^ven in fuch a degree, as it had not

bcfof ei»L.i\id into thrir heart's ^o conceive. A remarka-

ble iruaiK - if ;:'u;S; or-t of a tht iifand, occurred many years

ago. Enoch HTUluinSi one -vr the firft of our Preachers

that was ftationed at Cork (who had received this peace

when he was eleven years old, and never loft it for an hour)

after ht: had rejoiced in God withjoy unfpeakable, during

the whole courfe of his illnefs, was too much exhaufted to

fpeak many words, but juft faid " Peace 1 Peace !" and

c*ied.

III. So was the Scripture fulfilled. But it was far more
glorioufly fulfilled in that late eminent fervantof God ;

as wil! jlearly appear if we confider a few circumftanccs

firft of his life, and fecondly, of his triumphant death.

I. Indeed we have as yet but a very imperfed: know-
ledge of his life. We know little more of his early years,

than that he was from his infancy fo remckably regardlcfs

of food, that he would fcai-ce take enough t© fuftain life :

and that he had always much of the fear of God, and a

real fenfe of religion. He was born September 12, in the

year 17^9, at I^yon in Switzerland^ of a very leputablc fa-

mily. He went through the ufual courfe of academical"

ftudies, in the Univerfity of Geneva. One of his Unclc'5

who was at that time a General Officer in the Imperial fcr-

vicc, then invited him into the fame fcrvice, promifing to

procure

I i

m
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procure him tcommiPion. Bmiuft«i,. , • ~
•«»)•. the war was at an end E f <•

"m«; >nto GW-.
was then invited into H^n^^'j i

^ "^ *" "^ *"* "'X. ••«

a little before been de^eHh' '' ^'"'?" """^''^ «ho had
.to procure a Tutor foAr " ^'''''P^f'ent in £,^W.
Mr.' //./.^./whethert ,

''""
f.™^" » fc""- He alked

-nd «"d/nrke*hU oL'e%^ Hrconfe^trdfnd"" ^"^'''Y'went over to fur/^^.v .„j *^"^ ™"™ted and accordingly

effice. til the youn^ Sf"'' •" ='"'' ""^ '^'"''''"'d in th«
2. When ^Wr^7f"l'""™" ""« '° '•><= Umverfity.

Parliament? he tootlT;H"''!?^^/'^'''• " «tend\h*
^iVbil. theywere^iait* ^Ij '"?, ^J' l^'*'>'"~

with him.
to the town bm <?,H

^ '
'^''^«'' -f. he walked out in-

if our Tufor does Lt turn Mllt'J^aT'^'
^^'^ ^"- ^^"^^^

tJiod'ilh Mada^ f?;^ k
Mcthodift by and by !" " Me-

<c Tx/i ' ^V ^*'^'a "c> pray what is rhar ?" cu i .
** Wiiy, the Method ifts ire ^ ni!? I u .

^^^ replied^

pray. They arc prav n^ a 1% ^'""P}^ '^^' ^« nothing but
faid he ? « Then w^^^.u^^ .'^ '"1- '^^ "'S^^-" Are they,

out,if chey be above go nd ''''?lf.'^^''
'
T'"

«"^ ^^-
them out and had his defire u. 1*"°'^°"S^^^^''*fi"d.
<^iety. While he wis in ?" 1"^ '^"^'""^ '"^^ ^1^^ So.
Ciafs, .nd loft no o^or unW '" "^'^ ^" ^'' ^^'^-'^^^
peculiar rep^rdK ;^2

"^
T'"''?- ^"^ '^^ ^<^f^'"^d,

finners to, repentant- Seeln^r I ^ l^'" ^^'"'' ^^ ^^^i

lyi,«jnwicUer;-i,efef;-f,^^'-":>^^
* o j^uck poor brands out of the fire

;And thl^rhfwtTt f
"7 ^'^-r^' "f^'"."

f, tonsue/ptt^ria^^'tifhZt';?
^7''^'' '" '"' '''^-

?t K. y«t the earneltneC'ith w( .

° ''^^P™»,"«'«,o„

which breathlrt ever^.r, '^"h^^'^'.^
'"'l" »ff^«i""

doners. ,nade fo deep In Ln, ^r '^ ^'?,"'' '" l'"""-. '"t
Kfy fwwcntempty'l.vvay ^ "' "" ''' '''« ''card. th<t
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,

"" " **«!• the
of the Lord'. Supped A„dL '"' '" "««'»''"'' 'Oration

,
in preaching, nofonVy i„ ,h. rh"" f" ''°"'''>' diligene

' door to proclaim the everlaftinl f?n7 ,
°^ °P'"'''l »

frequently in Frmi tZZTuinR„t'L \^'"^'i'i
Judge, allowed him to'be .coZp^^^Xfalf

"''''^'' "»
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mil.es. There forlo°n ones f li" tl' T '''u""™*-»'« ft-
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poHtions, and therefore had obeyed her order, by leaving

her houfe, and returning to his own at MadeUy.

7. That circular letter was the happy occafion of hii

writincy thofe excellent Checks to Antinomiamjm, in which

one knows not which to admire moft, the purity of the lan-

guage, (fuch as a foreigner icarce ever wrote before) the x

ilren^th and clearnefs of the argument, or the mildnels,

and iweetncfs of the fpirit, which breathes throughout the

whole. Infomuch than 1 nothing wonder at a Clergyman

that was refolved never to part with his dear Decrees, who

brin2 preft to read them, replied. " No, I will never read

lAT.yietchers s Writings ; for if I did, I Ihould be '>f his

mind," He now likewife wrote feveral other valuable

Tra^s. Mean time he was more abundant in his mini-

fterial labours, both in public and private, vifuing hi$

V'holr parifli, early and late, in all weathers, regarding nei-

ther heat nor cold, rain nor Inow, whether he was on horfe >

back or on foot. But this infenfibly weakened his conlti-
'

tucion, and fapped the foundation of his health ;
which was

ftill more ctFeftually done, by his intenfe and uninterrupt-

ed ftudies ; at which he frequently continued with IcarcC

any intermifllon, fourteen, fifteen, or fixteen hours a day.

Mean time he did not allow himfelf necelTary tood : hO

ieldom took any regular meals, un^efs he had company :

but twice or thrice in four and twenty ho<irs, ate lome

bread and cheefe, or fruit : inltcad of which he fometimcs

took a dr.^u-ht of mil!- , and then wrote on aga'n. Wheir

one reproved him for this, for not allowing him|elt a lutti-

ciency of necelTary food, he replied with furpnfe, * Not

allow myfelf food ? Why our food fcldom cofts my Houlc-

keeper and me, lefs than two (hillings a week."

. 8. Beincr informed that his health was greatly impair-

ed I iudpeci nothing wa.s fo likely to reftoie it as a long

iourney. So 1 propoled his taking a journey with me into

Scotland, to which he willingly confented. We fet out m
fprino-, and after travelling eleven or twelve hundred miles

returned to Lond^^n in autumn. 1 verily believe, had he

travelled with me a few months longer, he would have

quite recovered his health. Bu: being ftoppcd by his

friends, he quickly rchpf-d, and fell into a true pulmona^

ry Conlumpaou.
^^^
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9. But this ficknefs was not unto death. It was onljr

fent that the glory of r.hc Lord might appear. During the^^

whole courfc of it he remainc'<4 at Newington^ and was fi-

tted by prrfons of all ranks^ And they all marvelled at

chc grace of God that was in him. In all his pain, na>

complaint came out of his mouth : but his every breatK

was fpent, cither in pr?Xing God, or exhorting and com*
foning his neighbour.

10. When nothing clfc availed, he was advifed to take
a journey by fca and by Und into his own country. Ha
did this, in company with Mr. Ireland., a wtJl tried and
faithful friend, who loved him as a brother^ A thcjghc
no pains ill beftowed, if he could prcferve f- aluablc a
life. He refidcd in his own country about a ye«r, and waa,

a blefling to all that were round about him. Being much
recovered, he fpent fome months in France, 4nd then re-

turned in perfcft health to Madeley.

ir. In the year 178 1, with the full approbation of all

his friends, he married Mifs Bofanquet : or whom as fhc i&

ftill alive, I fay no more at prcfent, than that Ihe was the

onfy^- peribn in England^ whom I judged to be worthy o£

Mr. Fletcher. By her tender and judicious care, his health

was confirmed more and more. And I am. firrnly convin-

ced that had he ufed this health, in travelling all over the

kingdom, five, or fix or feven months every year (for

which never was man more eminently qualified ; no not

Mr. Whitefield himfelf) he would have done more good,,

than any other man in F^ngla^.d. 1 cannot doubt but thi«

would have been the more excellent way. However>:hough

he did not accept of this honour, he did abundance ofgood

in that narrower fphcre cf action which he chofe : and wa»

a pattern weU worthy the imitation of "U the Parochial

Minifters in tlie kingdom.
12. His manner of life during the time that he and his

wife lived together, it may be moft fatisfadory to give in

her own words.

*Mt is no little grief to me, that mv denrHy beloved

hufband has left no account of himfelf in writiAg. And
I am not able to give many particulars of a life the mo^
fngelicai 1 have ever known." ,

'
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f* He Wc-w born at Nyon,\n the Canton of Berne in Swi/xet"^
•land. In his infancy he difcovcrcd a lively grnius^ and
great tcndernefe of heart. One day, having ofFcnded his

iuther, who .ar<iatencd to correct hiin, he kept himfelf ac
a dilUnce in the garden, till feeing his father approach,
and fearing his anger would be renewed by the fight of
Mm, he ran away. B«t he was prefently (truck with a
deep remorfe, thinking, " What ! Do 1 run away from my
/ather ? What a wicked wretch ! May be I may live to
^row up and have a fon that will run away from me /"

»And it was fome years before the impreflion of forrow,
then made upon him wore off.

" When he wa^ about (cvtn years old, he was reproved
by his nurfc-maid fiying, «' You arc a naughty bov, and
die devil takes all fuch." After he was in bed, he bcgaa
to relied on her words, his heart fmote him, and he faid,
*' I am anaughry boy, and perhaps God will let the devil
fttch me away." He got up on the bed, and for a confi-
derable timx; wredled with God in prayer, till he felt fuch
a fcnfe of the love of God, as made him quite eafy.

(Part of the ne:yt paragraph 1 omit, being nearly the
fame with what I inferted before.)

*' \Vhen he entered Mr. mi's family, he did not know
Chrill in his heart. One Sunday evening, as he was wri-
ting fomc mufic, the fervant came in to makeup the fire,

and looking at him faid, " Sir, J am very forry to fee you
ib employed on Lie Lord's day." He im.mcdiately put
'away his mufic, and from that hour became a itrid ob-
J^rvrer of that holy day.

" Not long after he met with a pcrfon, who ajfked him,
to go with her and hear the Methodifts. He readily con-
jcnted. The more he heard, the more uneafy he grew :

and doubling his diligence, he hoped by doing much to
render himfclf acceptable to God : till one day hearing
Mr. Green he was convinced, he did not know what true
faifh was. This occafioncd many reflexions in his mind,
*' Is it poffible (faid he) that i who have made divinity my
itudy, and have received the premium ofpiety (fo called)
trom the Univerfity for my writings on divine fobjcas ;

that I iliould ibli be fp igncra#!t, as not to know what
Faijhisl' Pvic the more he c^amincd^ the more he was

convinced :
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convinced': then fin revived, and hope died away. H«
now fought by the moft rigorous aufterities to conquer an-

evil nature, and bring heaven-born peace into his foul.

But the (More he ftruggled, the more he was convinced,

that all his fallen foul was fin, and that nothing but a re-

velation of the love of Jefus could make him a Chriftian.

For this he groaned with unwearied afTiduity : till one day^

after much wreftling with God, lying prollrate on his face

before the throne, he felt the application of the blood of

Jefus. Now-his bonds were broken, and his free foul be-

gan to breathe a pure air. Sin was beneath his feet, and

he could triumph in the Lord, the God of his falvation.

" From this time he walked valiantly in the ways of

God ; and thinking he had not leifure enough in the day,

he made it a conftant rule, to fit up two nights ir^ a week,

for readings prayer and meditation, in order to fink deeper

Hito that communion with God, which was become hia

foul's delight. Mean time he took only vegitable food,

and for above fix months, lived wholly on bread, Witli

milk and water,
** Notwithftanding the mghts he fat up, he made it a

rule, never to fleep, as long as he could jx>ffibiy keep

awake. For this purpofe, he always took a candle and

hook to bed with him. But one night being overcome dt

deep, before h'^ had- put out the candle, he dreamed his

curtains, pillow, and cap were on fire, without doing hiiii

any harm. And lb it was. In the morning, part of his

curtains pillow and cap, were burnt. But not an hair of

his head was fingcd. So did God give his angels charge

over him !

*« Sometime after he was favoured with a particular ma-

nifcftation of the love ofGod : fo powerful, that it appear-

ed to him, as if body and foul would be feperated. Now
all his defircs centered in one, that of devoting himfelf to

tlieferviceof his precious Mailer. This he thought he

c^uld do beiV, by entering into Orders. God made iiis

way plain, and he foon after fettled in Mndeley. He re*

ceivcd this parifii as from the immediate hand of God, and

linweariedly laboured therein, and in the adjacent piacesj

rill he had fpent himfelf in his Maller'i fervicc, and was

ri^jtning fall for glory. Much oppontion he mctwith for

B i m :rf,_

\
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jWany years, and orten his life was in danger. Somctimf*
ht was inwardly conftrained to warnobftinatc fmncrs, thas
ifthey did not repent, the hand ofGod would cut them ofF.

And the event proved the truth of the predial ion. But
notwithftanding all the oppofition, many were the fcals of
hisminiftry.

.

" ^c had an carneft defirc that the pure gofpel (houlfl

irmain annong his people, after he was taken away. For
this purpofe he furn^ounted great difficulties in buildings
the houfc in Madeley Wood. He not only faved for it the
Jail farthing he had, but wiien he was abroad propofed to
3et the Vicarage-Houfe, (defigning at his return to live ia
'% little cottage near it) and appropriating the rent of it for
clearing that houfe.

" Since the time I had the honour and happinefa of li-

ving with him, every day made me more ienfiblc of the
mighty work of the Spirit upon him. The fruits of this

were rnanifcft in all his life and converfation, but in no-
thing more than in his meeknefs and humility. It wag x
ir.ecknefs which no affront could move : an humility whick
loved to be unknown, forgotten and defpifcd.* How hard
is it to find an eminent perfon who loves an Equal ? But
his delight was, in preferring others tohimfelf. It appe.r-
«d fo natural in him, that it feemed as his meat to fet eve-
iy one before hlmfelf. He fpake not of tht fault of ai>

¥bfent perfon, but when ncccffary ; and then with the ut-
inoft caution. He made no account of his own labours,
and pehaps carried to an extreme^, his diflike of hearing
ihem mentioned.

** Patience is the daughter of Humility. In him it dif-
covcred itfelf in a manner which I wifh 1 could either dc-
icribe or imitate. It produced in him a ready mind to
embrace tvery Crofs with alacrity and pleafure. And for
'the good of his neighbour, (the poor in particular) nothing
feemed hard, nothing wearifome. When I have been
grieved to call him out of his ftudy, from his clofei-wcrk
two or three times in an hour, he would arifwer, *' O my
Dear, never think of that : it matters not what we do, fo
we are always ready to meet the will ofGod : 'tis only con-
formity io this, which makes any employment excellent/*

** He
? i 'i^inl" thi* was g'ol::^ to an cxirerne.

4,

i

^\

4«««...



KfN tmmmm-^

[ ^3 1

omctimf*
incrs, that

them off.

^on. But
be iJcals of

xl fhoulfl

vay. For
\ building'

i for it the

ropofcd to

I to live ia

nt of it for

(lefa of 11^

bk of the

ts of this

It in no*
li; was a,

lity vvhick

How hard

ual ? Bue
It appe,.r«

:o fct eve^

auk of an
th the ut-

[1 labours,

3f hearing

lim itdif-

either dc-

y mind to

And for

) nothing

iiavc been

ofei-wcrk
•, *'Omy
we do, fo

only con-

xcellent.'*

I

- « He had a fin^ular love for the Lambs of the flock,

the Children, and applied himfelf with the greatcft^aili-

«encc to their inftru^.lion, for which he had a peculiar gift t

and this populous pariOi found him full exercile for it.

The pooreft met with the fame attention from him as the

rich. For their fakes he almoft grudged hmifclf neceffa^

ries, and often expreffed a pain in ufing them, wnik any

of his parifh wanted them.
, ^ ji ^«^ ^*

.* But while I tnention his meekncfs and love, let me

not forget the peculNir favour of his Maftcr, in giving him

the moft firm and refolutc (ourag,. In reproving fm and

daring finners ; he w^s a Son of Thunder,^n<x J-egardcdn«»-

ther fear nor favour, when he had a meffage from God to

•deliver. . 1 ^ J ..•- «,„rk
" With refpea to his communion with God, tis mucti

to be lamented that we have no account of it from b»own

pen. But thus far 1 can fay, it was his conftanL care, to

keep an uninterrupted fenfe of the Divine presence In

order to this he was flow of fpeech, and had the e^.aaeft

government of his words. To this he was fo inwardly at-

tentive, as fometimes to appear ftupid to thofe who knew

him not : though few converfed in a more lively manner,

when he judged it would be for the glory of God. it was

his continual endeavour to draw up his own and every

other fpirit, to an immediate intercourfe with God. Ana

all his intercourfe with me, was To mingled with prayer and

praife, that every en^jAloyment and every meai, was as it

were, perfumed therewith. He often faid, « Tis- a very

little thing, fo to hang upon God by f^^ith, as to fed no

departure from him. But I want to be filled with the

fullnefs of his fpirit. 1 feel, faid he, fometimes fuch gleams

of light, as it w«re wafts of heavenly air, as fcem ready to

take mv foul with them to glory. A little before his lalt

illnefs, when the fever began to rage among us, he preach-

ed a fermon on the duty of vifiting the fick, wherein he

faid, what do you fear ? Are you afraid of catching the

diaemper and dying 1 O fear it no more ! What an ho-

nour to die in your Mafter's work I If permitted to mc, I

(liould account it a fmgular favour." In his former ill-

nefs he wrote thus, *' I calmly wait in unlliakcf^ rehgna-

lion, for the full falvacion of Gad i ready tb venture oa his
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laithfu! love, aod on the fure mercies of David. His time

is beft, and is my time : Death has loft its fting. And' 1

bl«fs God, I know not what hurry of fpirits is, or unbe-

lieving fears."

" For his laft months he fcarce ever lay down or rofe up
without thefe words in his mouth,

1 nothing have, 1 nothing am.

My trealiire's in the bleeding Lamb
Both now and evermore.

«' In one of the letters which he wroteibme time finre

to his dear people of Madeleyy fome of his wordj are, ** I

leave this bleffcd Ifland for awhile j but 1 truft I fhall ne-

ver leave the kingdom of God—the Hiadow of Chrift'i

Crofs, the clefts of the Rock, fmitten and pierced for ut.

There 1 meet you in fpirit : thence i truft I (hall joyfully

leap into the ocean of eternity, to go and join thofe mini-

ftring fpirits, who await on the heirs of falvatioa. And if

1 am no more allowed to minitler to you on earth. 1 re-

joice at the thought, that 1 (hall perhaps be allowed to

accompany the angels, who (if you abide in the faith) will

be commiflioaed to carry you into Abraham's bofom."
" The t-hought enlivens my faith 1 Lord give me to

•walk in his fteps 1 I'iien (hall I fee him again, and my
i.eart fhall reioice, and we fliall eternally behold the Lamb
together. Faith brings near the welcome moment ! Ar4
Dov/ He beckons me away 1 And Jefus bidi me come l"

I know not that any thing can or need be added to this,

hut M.S. Fittcker's Account of his Death : which folJows.

alfo in her own words,
" Fcr fome time before his late illnefs, he wa^particu-

i ;v penetrated with th€ nearnefs of eternity. 'I'here was
f .rce an hour in which he was noccallin-r upon us, to

drop every thought and every care, th,u wc miglit attend

lo nothing, but drinking deeper into God. We Ipenc

much time in wrelUing with God, and were led in a pe-

culiar manner, tf) .'ibandon mir whole feWes into the handa
of G )d, to do cr fuffcr whatever wa'? pleafing to Iiinn

*' On Thurfd.iy, Aug, 4, he v;as errvploycd in the work
ofGoJ, from three in the afternoon till nine at night.

When he came home he faid, ** I have taken cold." CM
l^riday and S.itu;'day I'.e was not -vVcllj but feeuv^:! uncom-

iTiJi"'.ly

nibnly d

apptarec

;n the m
Lordi"
ing pra^

croud, a

let me
were nc

my pe^f

was a 1

went oi

leftion
«* Al

with til

wings '

lervice

ftand.a



His time

Andl
or unbe-

ir rofe up

imc finre

are, " I

fhall ne-

fChrift'j

d for uf.

I joyfully

jfe mini-

And if

^. I r?-

lowed to

iith) will

ofom."
e me to

, and my
he Lamb
nt ! Ar4
; come I"

d to this,

li follows,

r particu-

here was
)n us, to

lit attend

We ipeiic

1 in a pe-

:he hand*
-) him*

the work
at night.

Id." Cm
.1 iincom-

iTiJi''.ly

\

I '5 1

«,*,nlv dr,wn «ut in prayer. On Saturday night U!» fever

™ed ve?y ttrong^ I begged him not to go tt. church

•n ?hrmornin . ! but he told me, ' It wa. the will of the

ford '"n which c.fe 1 never dared to perfuade. In read-

lifg p;av rs he a'.moft fainted away. I g<>'
/trough tho

croud, and intreated him to come out "f he deft But he

Z. me and others lcno«. m h,s f«eet
-^

"""• .''«^*^

were "ot to imerru,.t ti.e oroer of God. 1 tnen retirca i»

r» Dew where all arou.id me were in tears. When he

^ P
Ti'rrle rcLlhed bv the windows being opened he

:rnt^n : and rh!^;, preLhed with aflrength and recol-

''^' AVerlX't";:!,t up to the communion Tabic

„ith Vl^efe word,. " I am going to throw myf'>f "?.''" '^^
• „f ,i„. Cherubim, before the Mercy-feat. 1 he

Tvfce heU tm near TXo. Sometime, he could fcarcc

ft?nd"nd- often obliged to ftop.The P-P'--^«f,

'^otwt^; :;tr" k^p^'^^cltinrrda*;?!

Soft tide f«lin»s ? Notwithttanding his extreme weak-

r/himt^tX-e ^^^f^'^^^Tt^:^^

Left I^n no worfe for doing the Lord's worl< i he never

lu me whenltruft in him." Having got a l.ttle dm-

ner l^e do" .-d moft of the evening, now and then waking
ner, neciuiui , ,- , », „:„h^ his fever returned,
full ^h= P;-"^''^

^°X\. ftrengti. decreafcd amazingly.

S^Mondty nd Tuefday we had I little paradife together

:

he lav on a couch in the ftudy, and though ottcn changms

ofture was fweet y pleafanc and frequently Oept a good

whi r wTien awake.he delighted in hearing me readhymnj*

r„d ;aas onFuith amlLove' His wordswere »» ""'"-"'"g;

and his oatiei.ce be/ond expreffion. When he had. any

:"i- l^m"fcles-to take^heftemed to O'W '^^« "t;
according to a word he ufcd often "./'H'"'/"

."i^.^J^

, ,0 fed. a°perfect conformity to the will ot Ood anu leave

him to i-ive us what comfort he faw good. 1 »'«d hw^
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taken from me ? He replied, " 1 hare nothing particular

to ffiv, the Lord will open all before thee." I laid, " Have
you any conviftion, that God is about to take you ?" He
laid, " No, not in particular, only J always fee Death {o

inexprelTibly near, that we both feem to ftand on the very
verge of eternity." While he flepc a little, 1 befought the
Lord, if it was his good plcafure, tofparc him to me a lit-

tle longer. But my prayer fecmed to have no wings,and I

could not help mingling continually thercwith,*'Lord give
me perfeft refignation."This uncertainty made me tremble
left God was goingto put into my hand,the bitter cup with
which he iately threatened my hufband. Some weeks be-
fore, 1 myfelf was ill of the fever. My hulband then fek
ihe whole parting fcene, and ftruggled for perfect rcfignu-

tion. He faid, " O Polly, fhall 1 ever fee the day when
thou m':fl: be carried out to bury ? How will the little

things which thy tender care has prepared for me in every
part of thehoufcr, how will they wound and diftrefs me ?

How Is it ? I think, 1 feel jealoufy ! I am jealous of the
worm.s. I feem to (hrink at giving my dear Polly to the
worms !"

" Now all thefe reflecflions returned upon my hearty
with the weight of a millftone. I cried to the Lord, and
thofe words were deeply impreffed on my fpirit, kFhere I
amy thereJhall rnyjervants be^ that they may behold my glory.

This promife wr.s full of comfort to my foul. I faw that
in Chrift's immediate prcfence was our home, and that we
ihould find our re union in being deeply centered in Him.
I received it as a frclh marriage for eternity. As fuch, I

truft forever to hold it. All that day, whenever 1 thought
of that expreffion, to behold my glory ^ it feemed to wipe a*
way every twr, and was the ring whereby we were joined
anew.

" Awaking fome time after he faid, " Polly, I have
been thinking, it was Ifrael's fault, rhat they aflced for

Jigns. We will not do fo, but abandoning our whole
felves into the hands of God, will lie patiently before him,
aflured that he will do all things wcll."

" My dear Love, faid I, if ever i have done or faid any
thiug to grieve thee, how will the remembrAiice v/ound
my heart, fliouldft thou be taken from mc I"

'' He
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« He introted and charged me, with inexpreffible ten-

dernefs, not to allow the thought i
declaring his ttiankful-

„ef" fo our un.on, in a variety of words written on my

heart as with the adamantine pen of friendfh.p deeply d.pc

'""Sif'Wednefday, after g.t>aning all day under the

weight of the power of God, he told me he had received

Tuch a manifettation of the full meaning of
f
o^, «°',''»-

CoA is Love, as he could never be able to telK " Ij^fit^

lemZ every moment. O Polly, my dear Polly, God ,s

!;« >• Shout, Ihout aloud ! 1 want a gutt of pra.fe to

Eo to the ends of the earth. But it feems as if I could not

f^e k much longer. Let us fix on a fign between our-

&ves : (tapping me twice with fingers) now I niean,

"God is Love.^ And we ^\\\ draw each other into God.

Obf-rve I By this we will draw each other into God.

" silly coming in, he cried out. " O Sally, God is Lxjve.

Shorn both of you -.1 want to hear you, fliout his pra.fe.

All this tmetL medical friend «hodiUigently attended

him hoped he was in no danger ; as he had no bad head-

a™ mTch neep, without the lead delirium, and an almoft

^»Lur pulfe. So was the difeafe, though comm.ffioned

tomke his life, reftrained by the power of God

" On Thurfday his fpeech began
'°
J*''-

„^''^'!'^*J''
able he fpoke to all thai came in his way. «"""§ »

ftran'ger wis in the houfe.lie ordered her to be « ledup^

thou-h uttering two fentences almoft made him faint. To

hirfriendlv"toftor he wpuld not be filent, while he had

any power of fpeech : after faying. " O Sir, V"" takemuch

thL'^ht for m^y body: give me leave to »ke rtiough'^,^:

your foul." When I could f^»7?%"'"*"''fl^"!' i Yf
L- faid, 1 fpoke thefe words, God is Love. l"ft»" '/"''

ai; his powers were awakened, he broke out ma raptu e

" God is Love ! Love ! Love ! O for that gull of pra.fe

1 want to found !" Here his voice again failed. He lot

fered many ways ; but with fuch patience, as n^ne ^.
t

ihofr then prefent can conceive. U 1 named hisfutter

inos he would fmile .ind make the Iign.
. , , ^. , f ,.

"i<On Friday, finding his hody co«red with fpots, Kelt

, fcord pierce through rny foul. As 1 was iWing by

ir- f de '<'Ui> "IV 1-..tlI in his. cntrsating, th? Ljrt. to y^
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th us in this tremendous hour, he ftrovc to fay many

(C

C(

WK.. « ' it
things, but could not : prefling my hand, and often re-

peating the fign. At laft he breathed pm^ [Head of the

Church, U Head to my JVife ! When for a few moments i

was forced to leave him, Sally faid to him, " My d.-ar

Maf^'^r, do you know me ?" He replied, ** Sally, God will

put his right hand under you." She added, " O my dear

Mafter, fhould you be taken away, what a difconfolate

creature will my poor dearMiftrefs be?" He replied,

<' God will be her all in all." H€ had always delighted

much in thefc words,
.

" Jefu's blood thrdugh earth dnd'fkies,

Mercy, free, boundlefs mercy cries.'*

Whenever I repeated them to him, he would anfwer,

Boundlefs ! boundlefs I boundlefs ! He now added, though

with great difficulty, * ,,

Mercy's full power Ifoort fhaft ptoVc>

Loved with an everlafting love."

On Saturday afternoon his fever feemed-quitc off, and

a few Trie "-.ds (landing near the bed, he reached his hand

to each, and looking on a Minifter, faid, '* Are you ready

to affift to-morrow ?" His recolledion fufprifed us, rs th«

day of the week had not been named in -his room. Many
believed he would recover : and one faid, " Do you think

the Lord will raife you up ?" He ftrovc to anfwer, faying,

«' Kaife me in the refurr"—-meaning in the refurredlion.

To another, afking the fame qucftion, he faid, / leavf it

all to God.
*' In the evening, the fever returned with violence^ and

the mucus falling on his throat almoft ftrangled him. It

was fuppofed the fame painful emotion, would grow more

and more violent to the laft. As I felt this exquifitely, 1

cried to the Lord to remove it j and glory be to his name,

he did. From tiiat time it returned no more. As night

drew on, I perceived him dying very faft. His fingers

<:ould hardly make the fign, (which he fcarce ever forgot)

and his fpeech feemed quite gone. I faid, *' My dear crea-

ture, I afk not for myfelf, I know thyfoul i but for the fake

of others. If Jefus is very prefent with thee, Hft thy right

hand." He did. " If the profpsdl of glory fweetly opens

befofc thcc repeat the fign," He immtdiately railed it

dg*ii"i ;

I,
^.-•-fi
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nd in half a minute,^ fecond timet^hc ther. threwv

if he would reach the top of the bed. After this,

.

LTeaThand, moved no -.^^^^^^

l.Xi-ki'To fl%S w^/h his eye. open and

fixt
^
For the moft part he fat upright aga'f/'"<•*»•

^th his head a little inclining to one fide Andfo re-

markably compofed and triumphant was h.s countenance.

Zr the leaft trace of death was fcarce difcernible .n it.

•^rA^U'eaSmVmouXftory: but o« mr

b,eeJ^.\^:;t;*efair,pi£eof^^^^^^^^^^

:K":b;'r;nderurs^.ft!ca„df^^^^^^^
Tdili enceintheemploymento h.sume>sC^^^^^^^^^

condefcenfion ^PW-d me and hjf-nmterru^
^^^^

With heaven;.! may ™* "^ *
, iv^o^v^ oovit through

beyond the P-j£-,^4 °^werinoTiTi^g comparfd

'''lu Well I "a7no pleafant profpeS, but upwards :

to ipeak in a patne.»
, , ^ foUowina paper..

^^.T'u'Tasnh7dX'of'4Te1ftH.a,£t£b=
b.i.^d in' t.,is plain manner Jo

out of.
e^^^^^^^^^^^

ged, that I might not ^ prelent, -t^»"

-r^^. !:'e"^hen by the mouth of a friend^ t. bea
^/^

open teaimony. to the gory °f Gol.that I ^n

known him in the moft perfeft w*""";
»'^„',toftly "> '!«

declare that L "ever Uoew any one wa^lc

^^^f^,,^^,,
waysotGodashed.d. '

'f ^"p^ f:.,„!,„ preferred tlie

tender as the apple of an eye. 1 le littra.iy \
,, ,,_

itwcrelt of every one to his own.
' lis.
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«' He was rigidly juft, but perfectly loofe from all at-

tachment to the world. He (hared his all with the poor,

who lay fo clofc to his heart, that at the approach of death,

when he could not fpeak without difficulty, he cried out,

*' my poor ! What will become ofmypoar ?" He was blcft

with fo great a degree of humility, as is fcarcc to be found.

I am witnefs, how often he has rejoiced, in being treated

with contempt. Indeed it feemed the very food of his

foul, to be little and unknown. When he defired me to

write a line to his Brother, if he died, I replying, " 1 will

write him all the Lord's dealings with chee :" " No, no,

laid he : write nothing about me. X only defire to be

forgotton. Goil is all
!''

" His zeal for fouls I need not ivW you. Let the la-

bours of twenty- five years> and a Martyr's death in the

•onclufion, imprint it on your hearts. His diligent vifi-

tation of the fick occafioned the fever, which by God*s

cjmmiffion tore him from vou and me. And his vehe-

ment defire to take bis laft leave of you, with dymg lips

and hands, gave it is fuppofed the finifliing ftroke, by

preparing his blood for putrtfaftion. Thus has he lived

and died your Servant. And will any of you refufc to

Wieet him at God's right hand in that day ?

" He walked with death always in fight. About two
months ago h« came to me and faid, " My dear I-ove, I

know not how it is, but 1 have aftrange impreflTion, Death
is very near us, as if it would be fome fudden ftroke upor^

one of us. And it draws out all my foul in prayer, that

we may be ready. He then broke out, *' Lord, prepare

the foul thou wilt call. And O ftand by the poor difcon^

folate one that fliall be left behind !"

" A few days before his departure, he was filled with
love in an uncommon manner, faying to me, ** I have had
fuch a difcovery of the depth of that W'jrd, God is Lcve,

1 cannot tell thee half. O fiiout his praife." The fame
he teftificd, as long as he had a voice, and continued to

teitify to the end, by a moft lamb-like patience, in which
he fmiled ever death, and fet his laft feal to the glorious

truths he had fo long preached among you."

^* Three years, nine months- and two days, I havepof-
'

"^ '*"
' mv heavenly.minded huiband. But now the furi of

mv
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fct for ever, and my foul filled with an

..-uilh which only nnds its confolation ma toul relig-

fl^L The will of God. When 1 was aflt ing the Lord,

{f he pl^a d to pa e him to me a little longer, the follow-

p! pWe was imprcftot.- my mind with great power

nnthea«ompl>(hmentofwhicfe I lookfor cur «-««..»)

^- Where 1 am^ there fhatl my fervants be, that they may

'''^Ti^rTLt7n;d^ra^dga^Vt^Hrchara^^^^

man of God, to the foregoing account, g.ven by one wl«.

Tote out of the fuUnefs of her heart. 1 would only ob-

fcrve thL for many years I defpaired of findmg any mh<»-

i"ant of Gr«*.B,Li», that could ftand in any degree of

crpavfon, with G-S»a i»?«./[^^-^JT/.tS
Rut let anv impart alperfon judge, if Mr. ^""f"^^"'

»rinfertor to them ! Did he not experience as deep com-

mu'ntnwith God, and as high ^^
-"f"-

°X of^hofl

burning and Ihmmg lights ? An'^i^,
'"/';„L,t -luftfe a»

Holiness (hone before men, with full as
'>"S'^'^,V" "l J-

!h:irs. But if-y'houldattempttod-wa ar^^^^^^^^^

tween them there are two circumftances '^w ""'/.^^
j j

fideration. One is. we are not
^f/'^^^^^X wa.

of /i«r lives, did not extenuate, if not fuPP"'' *"",,„.

:mrf:i„ them. And fome things ami s we are affured ther.

w<rfe, namely, '"»"y. '""^J^es of Supaftmon and loi

^^^._

tu.»r> Charaaer'.'For indeed 1 knew noth .ug tha^

lafamifs, nothing that needed to be extenuated. >«uch

lefs fopprked. Afecond
^l^'''^^^'''^'\tt^^A^"ol

ters oVtheir lives could not have
["/""/^"XX,..

'

them, iS both Mrs. i^^rif-^r and I hadofM .
i^to^*^^ '.

being eye and ear-wimeffes of his whole conduft. Conle

q ,en^tl/we know, that his Life was 7.f"""=^.;'^^»
5^.

/fixture of either Idolatry or Su peril tion. I was mu

;,atdyac<,uaintedwithhimforaboveth,rtyy^^^^^^

verfed with him morning, noon, and "-s'"' , .,

leaft referve, during a journey °;,">^7^^""^';^^^^^^^^^

And in all that time. I never heard h,m fP"^°"l™P;°.

pet word, uor faw him do an improper aa.on.- 1
o »"

ft-
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elude. Many exemplary men have I known, holy in heart

and life, within fourlcorc years. But one equal to him, I

have not known : one fo inwardly and outwardly devote<l

CO God. So unblamable a charadlcr in every.refpeft I

have not found either in Europe ot Jmerica . Nor do X

txped to find another fuch, on th's fide of Eternky.

As it is poffible we ail may be fuch as he was, let us

endeavour to follow him as he followed Chrift !

Norwich, 0£l. 24. 1785.

His E P I T A P H.

ft

'*?i.

Here lies the Body of

The Rev. John William de la Flechere,

Vicar of Madeley,

Wh»u was born at Nyon in Switzerland,

September the twelfth, 172.9,

And finiihed his courfe Augufl: the 14th, 17 85^,

In this Village,

V^'^here his unexampled Labours

Will never be forgotten.

He exercifed his Mini ftry Tor the fpace of 25 Yeari,..

In thin Parifiij

With uncommon Z^qI and Ability.

But though man^ believed his report.

Yet he might with jultice have adopted

The Lamentation of the Prophet.

All the Day lonj?; have I ftretched out my Hands.,

Unto a difcbedient and gain-faying People ;

Yet furely my Judgment is with the Lord^^

And my Work with my God,
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