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PREFACE

This volume is a revised edition of the author’s History of
the Ancient World, specially adapted for use in the Collegiate
[nstitutes and High Schools of Ontario. It is mainly a his-
tory of Greece and Rome to the end of the principate of
Augustus; but a few pages have been given to the early Orient
and to the later Roman empire, to help the pupil to a clear con-
ception of the place of classical civilization in ancient history.

The culture of the ancients, especially of the Greeks, was
an integral part of their life, and it is, therefore, presented in
close connection with their political history.

Recent discovery and research have received due attention
in this volume; particularly in the treatment of the Cretan (or
Minoan) and Mycenaean civilizations, of the Etruscans, of the
constitutional history of Rome, and of various aspects of the
decline of the Roman empire.

Stress has been laid everywhere in this History on the
causal relations and the significance of events, and on the
social activities of the people.

This text-book, it should be clearly stated, is in no degree
a compilation from other Ancient Histories. It is the product
of more than thirty years of a life earnestly devoted to the
study and interpretation of Greek and Roman historical
sources. Indeed, in several instances the author has taken
the liberty of departing materially from the current view, as,
for example, in the matter of the composition of the Roman
assemblies and in regard to the issue between Demosthenes
and Philip and the value of Alexander’s conquests.

GEORGE WILLIS BOTSFORD.

MounT VERNON, NEW YORK,
July, 1917,
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ANCIENT HISTORY

PART 1
THE ORIENTAL NATIONS
CHAPTER I
THE ORIENTAL NATIONS
I.

[NTRODUCTION

1. Ancient History explained.

History is chiefly concerned
with progress.

[t has to do, therefore, with those nations only
which have outgrown their primitive savagery. For the earlier
condition of ancient peoples we study the works of their
hands found by excavating their settlements. Such discoveries
throw light on their mechanical and artistic’ skill, their society,
religion, and government,

Individuals and specific events of
the distant past, however, can be known through written
records only. In the fourth millennium (4000-3000) B.C. the
Egyptians, who most probably were the earliest civilized
people, had a well-developed system of writing. From that
time, accordingly, history in its fullest sense, as a record both
of conditions and of personal achievements, begins.

Ancient history has to do with the countries in or near the
Mediterranean Sea. Here were the only civilized peoples of
the time who have contributed anything to our own life.* All
parts of this region were closely connected with one another.
The chief means of communication was the sea itself, which
served as a highway for colonization, trade, and conquest. In
a word, it was the Mediterranean which gave unity to the
region and to the history of its civilization.

1 India, China, and Japan were also civilized in ancient times; but in our brief study

we do not need to consider them, as till recently they have stood quite apart from the
progress of the world to which we belong.

1



ANCIENT HISTORY

Ancient history consists of two great parts, Oriental and
Greco-Roman or Classical. The Orient was made up of Egypt
and south-western Asia. Here civilization was born. From
this beginning the classical world afterward developed. The
latter included the whole Mediterranean basin and some adja:-
cent territory on the east and north. Thus a considerable part
of the Orient came within the region here described. The
whole classical area came to be united in the Roman empire
under one government. When the centre of interest shifts
from this area to the countries north and north-west, ancient
history closes and mediaval history begins. This volume is
essentially a history of the classical period, introduced by a
brief study of the Orient.

2. Earliest Stages of History.—Doubtless there was a time
when men lived little better than animals. They had no society
or government, no homes, clothing, or tools. Not knowing how
to make a fire, they lived on wild fruit, nuts, and raw meat.
The trees and caves were their only shelter. In the history of
the world there has been no greater discovery than how to
kindle and to use a fire. In time men learned to make
rude stone weapons and
tools, to build huts, to raise
a few vegetables and a
little grain, and to domes-
ticate animagls. Gradually,
too, they developed the

PRIMITIVE METHOD OF KINDLING FIRE film”_\' and home life, and

WY ¥R they gathered in villages,
which they surrounded with walls as a protection from wild
beasts and human enemies. ’

From the beginning human beings tended to cling together
in groups and to follow that one among them who displaved
the qualities of leadership. They made him their chief or king,
and in that way government was established. Meantime the
relations between one person and another came to be regulated
by customs which gradually grew up. Such customs are the
habits of a community formed unconsciously like the habits of




THE ORIENTAL NATIONS 3
a person. The chief or king saw that they were obeyed, and
sometimes introduced new rules, which were called laws.
Countless centuries must have passed in this development from
the creation of man to the village life, whose crude stone tools,
hand-made pottery, and rough walls have been unearthed by
explorers in various parts of the world. This period before
any of the metals had come into use is called the Stone Age.

3. Two Pioneers of Civilization.—Progress is largely due to
surroundings. At the dawn of history no part of the world

was so well situated in this respect as the valley of the Nile and
that of the Tigris and Eu-phra’tes Rivers, in the region which
lies about the eastern end of the Mediterranean. These val-
leys are alike in important respects. The climate is mild. The
soil is always well-watered, for every year the rivers overflow
the plain on both sides. When the flood returns to its channel,
it leaves the land fertilized with a rich coat of fresh, moist
earth, so that it is wonderfully productive.

These conditions are favourable to improvement. The people
in these countries never had to struggle hard for mere existence,
as do those of cold or barren regions. In their warm climate
little effort was required to obtain clothing and to build suit-
able houses. The ease with which they could raise grain and
vegetables tempted them to farming. The rivers formed a
ready means of trade between one town and another, while in
the case of Egypt the surrounding deserts and mountains
helped protect the inhabitants from enemies. As the popula-
tion increased through the natural growth of families and the
immigration of strangers, who came from all quarters to enjoy
the good country, it became necessary to produce more food
and clothing and to build more houses and of larger size. At
the same time the people in social intercourse and trade de-
veloped a taste for better and more beautiful things—in other
words, they continually acquired a higher standard of living.

The valley of the Nile is Egypt; that of the lower Euphrates
and Tigris is Babylonia.




ANCIENT HISTORY

II. Fgyer

4. Egypt the Earlier Pioneer.—Although scholars still differ
as to whether Egypt or Babylonia preceded in civilization, the
weight of evidence inclines in favour of the Nile Valley. In
the fourth millennium (4000-3000) B.c. the Egyptians had
made noteworthy progress in various directions. They now
had families, society, government, and a moral religion.! They
irrigated their fields by means of canals. They built towns and
cities. They had invented writing.? From that time written
material, containing the names of kings and some knowledge
of the people, has come down to us. Their astronomers dis-
covered that the year consists of three hundred and sixty-five
days, which they divided into twelve months., As early at least
as 3500 they were employing copper in the useful arts.
Those who consider Egypt to have been the earlier in the field
of civilization place Babylonia a few centuries in the rear.
There is no certain evidence of commerce between the two
Valleys in this early time; hence there was probably no bor-
rowing of ideas and inventions by one from the other.

5. Absolute Monarchy in Egypt.—Before 3000 B.C. the lower
Nile Valley, extending through a length of seven hundred
miles, came to be united by conquest in one state under a king,
whose title was Pha'raoh. As all his subjects had to co-operate
in building embankments along the Nile and in digging canals
for irrigation, the king needed great authority for compelling
every man to do his share of this work. The royal power,
therefore, became absolute. As the nobles in the various parts
of the country had taken the priesthoods, that they might enjoy
the influence and wealth belonging to these offices, Pharaoh
became the chief priest of all the nations. In fact he was him-
self regarded as a god on earth and was worshipped by his
subjects with much ceremony and flattery. The highest noble
had to prostrate himself on his face in the presence of this
awe-inspiring man-god.

Pharaoh surrounded himself with a large number of officials,

1§10 241




THE ORIENTAL NATIONS 5

some to administer justice, others to supervise the erection and
care of the public works, or to make the biennial census and
assessment of property throughout the kingdom, or to collect
and manage the revenue. Each district had its local govern-
ment and officials subject to Pharaoh. For thousands of years
the Egyptians remained a peace-loving people, content with
defending their own country from enemies; but from about
1000 B.C. a line of able, warlike Pharaohs conquered Syria, the
country between the Mediterranean and the Euphrates River.!
The subject country was their empire. Pharaoh appointed a
governor over it, placed garrisons in some of the cities, and
compelled the native king of each city to pay an annual tribute.

6. Social Classes; the Poor.—From what has been said it is
clear that the government of Egypt was conducted chiefly in
the interest of the king and his friends, who held all the valu-
able offices and priesthoods. We can see the daily lives not
only of these great people, but of all classes, pictured on their
monuments. Most of them were poor. A family of the lowest
class of freemen lived in a mud house thinly roofed with palm
leaves. As the climate was mild and as a generation often
passed without rain, such a building lasted long and afforded
sufficient shelter for the inhabitants. It contained no more
than one or two rooms. Its furniture was a few stools, mats
to sleep on, two flat stones for grinding grain, a chest for cloth-
ing, a bin of hard clay for the provisions, and a few pots and
pans. An opening in the roof above the hearth let out the
smoke. A small, cheap image stood against the wall, ready to
receive the family worship.

7. A Life of Toil.—The family arose at daybreak that the
father might be at his work at sunrise. All day long till sun-
set he toiled, excepting an hour at noon, when he ate the bread
and onions he had brought with him for luncheon, and took a
short nap in the shade. In case he was working for the govern-
ment and lagged through weariness or illness, the overseer
drove him to his task with a stick. All below Pharaoh, how-
ever great their rank and wealth, were liable to be beaten by

1§19




6 ANCIENT HISTORY

their superiors, and few magistrates even could boast of hav-
ing escaped corporal punishment.

If a man was a farmer, he rented a piece of ground from
Pharaoh, who owned all the land in Egypt. From the produce
he had to pay the king a fixed number of measures for every
acre. The gods, too, required their share. The officers of the
king watched over him closely to see that he worked faithfully
and concealed nothing that should go to the government or to
religion.

Meanwhile the labourer’s wife busied herself with her house-
hold duties. She carried water, spun, wove, made the family
clothing, went to market to sell her eggs, butter, and the linen
she had woven. She had many children, some of whom were
sure to die young through lack of medicine and care. Those
who grew to manhood and womanhood were usually well and
strong. Poor people had little clothing. A man wore a short
pair of cotton trousers; his wife a simple, low-necked frock
which reached the ankles. As the food, too, was simple, it
cost little to bring up a large family; and children were actual-
ly profitable, as they began work at an early age. The wife
managed the household, controlled the children, and was the
equal of her husband. She went freely about the town and
talked with whomsoever she pleased.

8. Tradesmen.—The huts of the poor were crowded closely
together along narrow, crooked lanes. The houses of the
tradesmen were in another quarter. They were larger and
better made and furnished. There were many trades. Car-
penters lived near carpenters, and coppersmiths near copper-
smiths, and so of the goldsmiths, shoemakers, weavers, bakers,
confectioners, and all the others. These workmen generally
retailed their own produce.

In the market-place provisions were kept for sale in large
baskets resting on the ground, and people brought various
articles, usually of their own make, to barter for grain, vege-
tables, fish, and meat. Some brought rings of copper, silver,
or gold. These metal pieces served poorly as money, for they
varied in weight and purity. Near the provision market was
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the bazaar, in which were displayed for sale all kinds of manu-
factured wares, both native and imported from Nubia, Arabia,
Babylon, Syria, and the islands of the Ae-ge’an Sea. There
were embroideries, fine linens, jewellery, scented woods and
gums, coral and amber, glass-ware and beautiful pottery.
Though no law compelled it, the son usually learned the trade
of the father.

9. Task Work and Military Service.—When left to them-
selves, the people were moderately happy; but when Pharaoh
chose the strongest and best men to toil for him without pay
in building a pyramid or a temple, they felt it a grievous
affliction. These extraordinary tasks alone would not have
been unendurable, but they came as additions to lesser labours
which the government required every year of all workmen.
These periodical tasks included the digging of canals for
irrigation, the building of embankments along the Nile, the
repair of roads, the transportation of Pharaoh’s share of the
crops from the farms to the Nile and thence down the river to
his capital. These labours exhausted the strength of the popu-
lation and left little energy either for recreation or for thought.

Still harder was military service., Probably no other nation
in history has been more unwarlike. A native writer compares
the typical soldier to a trembling bird. The people shrank from
the vast loss of life attending invasions of Nubia or Syria.
When preparations were made for such an expedition, the
peasants were forced into the army by flogging, amid the tears
and wailing of their kinsfolk. As the natives were so poor
material for the army, the king hired many soldiers from
Libya, Greece, and other foreign lands. Such troops were
mercenaries. Usually they brought their armour and weapons
with them. To keep them in the country Pharaoh rented out
to them farms on reasonable terms. His native troops he had
to equip with bows and arrows, spears, shields, and other
weapons and armour from his own arsenals. For hundreds of
years there were no horses in Egypt, but early in the second
millennium (2000-1000) B.C. they were brought in from Syria.
Thereafter a part of Pharach’s military force consisted of
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THE ORIENTAL NATIONS 9

horses and chariots. From the: Orient the use of the war
chariot extended westward to Greece, Italy, and even to Bri-
tain.

10. Religion.—We cannot understand the Egyptian without
making ourselves acquainted wi.h his religion, which control-
led his thoughts and actions. He believed in a countless num-
ber of good and evil spirits, each one of which lived in a
mountain or rock, a tree, spring, or river, a star, the moon, the
sun, or some other object, as the soul lives in the body. Only
the greater and more powerful of these spirits he looked upon
as gods. His deities had the forms not only of men and women,
but also of birds, fishes, crocodiles, cats, dogs, and cattle. Al-
though this worship seems to us repulsive and degrading, other
features of their religion excite our admiration. It encour-
aged justice, honesty, purity, and other virtues. At the judg-
ment seat of the god O-si'ris each soul before admission to
eternal happiness was reqnired to declare that he had not mur-
dered, stolen, coveted the property of others, blasphemed the
gods, given false testimeny, or ill-treated his parents. Here
are six great commandments as valid to-day as they were in
Egypt five thousand years ago.

The favour of the gods was expensive. Each deity lived in
his temple even more sumptuously than the ruler in his palace.
As the wealth of the king and the influence of the priests grew,
the temples were built larger and larger, till in the second
millennium (2000-1000) B.C. they attained the maximum of
size and splendour. The chapel for the image of the god was
flanked by smaller chambers for his wife and son, both of them
deities. The building contained rooms, too, for the storage
of furniture, treasures, and sacred tools and vessels. In front
of these apartments was an immense hall for public worship,
and in front of that a great court partly open to the sky.
Within both hall and court were gigantic colonnades. The
temple of Am'mon_at Thebes, in that period the capital of
Egypt, was the work of a succession of kings. When finished,
it was the most stupendous temple the world has known. Tra-
vellers still wonder at the grand ruins,
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11. Treatment of the Dead.—The Egyptians took great care
to preserve the dead body. They embalmed it that it might
never decay; for its preservation was necessary to the life of
the soul. The embalmed body is called a mummy. The poor
had to satisfy themselves with simple graves; but every noble
and every king built as strong and great a tomb as he could
afford and set aside a considerable part of his wealth to main-
tain there the worship of his soul. The ruling class were con-
tent to live in relatively modest dwellings in order that the
immortal gods and also their own everlasting mummies, each

TN o g T
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SECOND AND THIRD PyrAMIDS OF GIZEH
(View from the east. From a photograph)

with its spirit, might dwell in grand, indestructible homes.
Tombs and temples were therefore their greatest buildings.
Of the many kinds of tombs the largest and most enduring
are the pyramids, erected by certain early kings to receive
their own bodies. The greatest covers thirteen acres.and was
originally about four hundred and eighty feet high. Hidden
far within and difficult of access 1s the chamber in which was
placed the mummy of the builder. We are astonished, not
only at the immensity of the work as a whole and at the size
and weight of the limestone blocks which compose it, but also
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at the delicate accuracy of its construction. Religion was the
motive which led to the work. Religion encouraged, too, the
growth of the astronomical and the mathematical knowledge
needed in planning it. The same influence helped create the
skill in organizing labour, in cutting, polishing, and conveying
the stones, and in all the practical engineering used in the
building.

12. Writing; Literature.—In the oldest system of writing
each object was represented by a picture. Not content with
this rude beginning, however, the Egyptians also adopted signs
for single sounds ; but as they con-
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were called hieroglyphs—sacred

in\cri])ti(m_\‘ (‘s]»ct‘i;l”y appro- EcypriaN HieroGLYPHIC WRITING
priate for carving on walls, columns, and obelisks. Their
paper they made of pa-py’rus, a reed which grew abundantly
along the Nile. Though we use a different material, we have
kept the name papyrus, merely giving it an English form
paper.

The Egyptians inscribed on monuments and wrote on
papyrus the chief events of each year, works on medicine,
religious texts, and moral proverbs and precepts. Kings,
nobles, and wealthy commoners, according to their means, took
pleasure in having their achievements and virtues recorded on
temple columns, or on the walls of tombs. There were
also simple songs of the shepherds, the threshers, and other
classes of labourers, and religious poems and hymns. In time
they began to write stories for teaching some useful or moral
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lesson, tales of adventure for entertainment, and songs and
stories of love. There were great numbers of business let-
ters and documents. Most of this written material has perish-
ed; but enough has been found to give us a clear knowledge
of the life and achievements of these people through a period
of more than four thousand years.

13. Decline.——The Egyptians, who were so inventive, skilful,
and intelligent and who were once able to conquer foreign
peoples, were at last conquered and ruled by foreigners.! The
chief cause of this was internal decay. From the beginning
they were a conservative people, who insisted on preserving
the customs of their ancestors. Gradually, this respect for the
wisdom of past generations grew on them till they absolutely
refused to learn anything new. Before 1500 B.C. all progress
had ceased. The priests had reduced the minutest details of
worship to fixed forms, from which no one dared depart.
These regulations made the king and the high magistrates the
slaves of ceremony. In the same way they regulated the arts
and sciences, so that future artists merely imitated existing
models, and the prescriptions of physicians strictly conformed
to the written word. This slavery, imposed on the intellect,
weakened both mind and body. Meantime the wealth of the
people had gone to the gods—to be enjoyed by the god-king
and the priests; no land or other property was left to the com-
mon people, who were now virtually serfs. There were too
many priests and officials ; excessive government overburdened
and crushed the lives of all but the rulers themselves. National
decay and death resulted—Egypt became a mummy.

IIT. BABYLONIANS, ASSYRIANS, AND PERSIANS

I4. The Babylonians compared with the Egyptians.—In the
brief sketch of Oriental civilization offered by this volume the
aim is, not to treat all ages and all countries with equal fulness,
but to present a single picture of FEastern life. Thus the
Egyptian manners, customs, and ideas described in the fore-

1 First by Assyria (670 B.C.), then by Persia (552), then by the Macedonians under

Alexander the Great (332). About two centuries after Alexander their kings became
subjects of Rome.
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going section may be taken as typical of Oriental civilization.
To complete the picture, those features only of other Lastern
peoples will be noticed which are distinct from the Egyptian
and which at the same time are important in the history of
mankind.

In most ways the Babylonians, for example, were so like
the Egyptians as not to require separate treatment within the
limits of this volume. They had about the same classes of
society and they lived under an absolute king. They helieved
in many gods, as did the Egyptians. In some respects, how-
ever, their life was very different from that of the Nile Valley.
Having plenty of clay but almost no stone in their country
they built their walls, palaces, and temples of brick.
works, once grand, crumbled after a generation or two and
are now heaps of ruins. To the world they were useful, if
only in illustrating how extensively brick could be employed
for building. The people used brick, too, instead of paper for
writing, inscribing their
characters with a triangular |[yWy—1 <#] 1 ju‘my ZILE - |
instrument. The kind of [ Al t“: 31 LIi D
writing material explains Sk L" 1 X‘j 233 =M
why their letters are all il§4 8 4 & U‘ H
wedge-shaped—hence call- LS “ Q:~—*‘,‘;-‘r—:;—?f§4
ed cu'ne-i-form (from *g'v‘"’“;,-‘a : =S “"‘j
‘q: e ﬁn“ ‘ﬂ FQ ‘Ei‘ f‘
But as bricks are far more CUNMFORN Wairine

) (From a photograph)
durable than papyrus, much
more of the Babylonian writings—in fact many a library
has been preserved, with the result that we are better ac-
quainted with Babylonian life and literature than with the
Egyptian.
15. Literature and Law.—In literature they created the epic
a stately poem of considerable length, which celebrates in
narrative form the deeds of real or mythical heroes. One of
these poems includes an account of the great flood and the
building of the ship in which one human family alone was
saved. Another long religious epic gives an account of the

These

Latin cuneus a wedge).
S
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creation of the world by one of their gods. These tales are
somewhat like the Biblical stories of the same events.

One of the greatest contributions of Babylonia to the world’s
progress was a code of laws. This was the work of Ham-mu-
ra’bi, king of the country, who ruled about 2000 B.c. The
stone on which his laws are engraved has been found by ex-
plorers. For many centuries this code continued in force in
Babylonia and As-syri-a. All who wish to make themselves
acquainted with the history of legislation should study these
laws.

16. Science and the Useful Arts.—The Babylonians advanced
beyond the Egyptians in science. They divided the day into

A TempLE AT THEBES
(Restored)

hours and the hour into sixty minutes. The lunar month they
divided into four weeks of seven days each. This system of
reckoning time the Hebrews borrowed from them and be-
queathed to us. For measuring time the Babylonians invented
the sun-dial and the water-clock. They contrived a system of
weights and measures which the Greeks and Romans adopted
and handed down.in a modified form to us. The decimal and
sexagesimal (10x6) systems of numbers are also their in-
vention. We use the decimal for most purposes, but keep the
other wherever it has come down to us in connection with
weights and measures. In some of the skilled industries they
excelled the Egyptians. They were expert workers in clay,
glass, and the metals; but their most famous wares were
tapestries, muslin, and linen, Their merchandise they sent
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abroad over the whole civilized world, till many nations learn-
ed their ideas, their science, and their useful arts. The civiliza-
tion of Babylon prevailed throughout western Asia; it deeply
influenced Asia Minor, and it reached even to Europe.

'7. Empires.—By conquering some of the small neighbour-
ing states, Babylonia created an empire earlier than that of
Egypt.! From time to time various other small empires in
south-western Asia rose and fell. All of them were formed
of tribute-paying states under native kings. These rulers were
ready to revolt at every opportunity. So loose a system was
no advantage to the governed and gave no promise of lasting
Inng‘.

The first great state to devote itself to war, conquest, and
government on a large scale was Assyria, north of Babylonia.
The Assyrians built up an empire which extended nearly to
the Caspian Sea on the north-east and included part of Egypt
in the opposite direction. Their great improvement was the
division of the subject country into districts, which we may
call provinces, each ruled by a governor appointed by the
Assyrian king. The governor’s duty was to command the army
of his district, administer justice, and oversee the collection of
the annual tribute. Under him were the native kings, who
enjoyed far less power and independence than had those of
earlier empires. The Assyrian king failed to protect these
subject countries from foreign invasion and to give them the
advantages of justice and of peaceful commerce with one an-
other. His rule was wholly selfish and oppressive. This
empire was at its height from about goo to 600 B.c.

18. The Persian Empire.—Shortly after the fall of Assyria,
Persia created through conquest a far greater empire. It ex-
tended from the Indus River in India westward to the borders
of Greece in Europe and included all Egypt. The organiza-
tion into provinces was borrowed from Assyria and improved.
The Persian king built broad, solid roads for the use of hig
armies and his messengers and for inland trade. The Greeks
who lived in western Asia Minor and who were now his sub-

1§5
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jects, had begun to use coins. Darius, king of the Persians
(522-485 B.C.), established a system of gold and silver coins
for his empire. It was a great advantage to trade, as the pur-
chaser no longer needed to weigh the precious metal which he
gave in exchange for merchandise or other property. Al-
though people bought and sold for thousands of years before
they had coined money, it has proved so useful that we can
hardly imagine how we could do without it. Our knowledge
of money, however, does not come from Persia, but from the
Romans, who learned the art of coining money from the
Greeks.

IV. Syria

19. The Country; the Hebrews.—There were still other Ori-
ental peoples who aided the advancement of civilization. Fur-
ther improvements were made by two little nations of Syria.
This country, which lies along the east coast of the Mediter-
ranean between Egypt and Babylonia, is a land of hills, moun-
tains, and narrow valleys. As life is more difficult there, the
inhabitants at first made slower progress in useful knowledge
and in the arts. Some of this knowledge came from Egypt
but the greater part from Babylonia.

The country was divided into several small kingdoms. One
of them in the south was that of the Hebrews, or Israelites.
Their writers tell us that the children of Israel in their earlier
wanderings had visited Egypt, where they were held in sla-
very by the Pharaohs four hundred years. To free them from
bondage, Moses, a great religious teacher, led them forth from
Egypt against the will of Pharaoh. After many years of wan-
dering in the desert, they emerged into Syria about 1400 B.C.
They conquered and settled the southern part, which is now
known as Palestine Their suffering in Egypt and their wan-
derings in the wilderness made them an exceedingly hardy,
virile people. Their greatest achievement was the develop-
ment of a religion of one all-powerful and all-wise God—
Jehovah, who loves goodness and punishes the wicked. More
than a thousand years afterward, Christianity, a new form of
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the same faith, grew out of the old. The old religion com-
manded strict observance of ceremony; the new lays greater
emphasis on forgiveness and love. Christianity has become
the religion of the Europeans and of their colonies throughout
the world, and missionaries are carrying it to all other peoples.
The Bible is the national literature of the Hebrews. It con-
tains legends, hymms, proverbs, exhortations, history, and
prophecy. The books of the Old Testament, composed before
the birth of Christ, are in the national language. Those of the
New Testament were written afterward in Greek—then the
literary language of the Orient. The Bible has been read by
more persons than any other book. Though its aim is religious
and moral instruction, it is a valuable source for the study of
ancient life.

20. The Phoeni-

IPHI»:-‘NILMN ARCHAIC GREEK |LATER GREEK| ENGLISH cians Phoe-ni’

ci-ans, neighbours
2? X’ A AAA A A " and kinsmen of the
ﬁ ﬁ L B Hebrews, lived
north of them
/' 1 /\\' b C r along the eastern
A A AAVD PAN coast of the Medi-
terranean. The
A |2A24£4AR| E

s 0 R W s
ley were manu-
ZI|ISZ Z|Z z facturers and mer-

greatest of their

cities was Tyre.

THE ANCESTORS OF SOME OF THE LETTERS OF OUR  chants. Some of
ALPHABET

G

mEm D QW

their cities are
mentioned as early as 1500 B.C., and we are sure that soon
afterward they were the great traders of the Mediterranean.
They carried their own wares and those of Egypt and
Babylon to all the shores of that sea. As commercial stations
they planted many colonies, among which were Carthage in
Africa and Cadiz (Ga'des) in Spain. From them the natives
learned much that was useful in navigation, business, and
manufacturing. Their most valuable gift to the Greeks was
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the alphabet. As to its origin little is known, but scholars are
now inclined to believe that it was derived from the Minoan
script by a process of selection. In the Phoenician alphabet
the characters represent sounds; it was in fact the first pho-
netic system devised by man. The Greeks modified it to serve
their own purposes; and the Romans, adopting it from the
Greeks with further changes, have handed it down to us.
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PART 11

HELLAS
CHAPTER II
THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE

21. Hellas and the Hellenes.—In passing from the Orient to
Greece we come to a people much nearer to ourselves in man-
ner of life and of thought. The reason is that they were the
founders of European civilization, which we have inherited.
The Romans called them Greeks, and it is the name by which
they are commonly known to us. They, however, called them-
selves Hel-le'nes. We do not know what the word means, but
they tried to explain it by inventing the myth of their descent
from Hel'len as a common ancestor., To them Hel'las was
the country possessed by themselves wherever it might be—
including not only the old homeland, but also the numerous
colonies. There is no difficulty about using “Hellenes” and
“Greeks”, “Hellenic” and “Greek” as equivalent terms.
“Greece”, on the other hand, now generally refers to the
peninsula occupied by the modern state of Greece. To avoid
confusion it will retain this meaning in the present volume,
and will thus be distinguished from the broader term “Hellas”.*

22. Mountains.—Greece, the oldest home of the Hellenes, is
the small peninsula which extends from south-eastern Europe
into the Mediterranean Sea. In travelling through Greece, or
in looking at a map of it, we notice that the country is moun-
tainous. The Cam-bu'ni-an chain stretches along the northern
border. Tts highest point is Mount O-lym’pus, near the sea,
the loftiest peak on the peninsula. The Greeks imagined it the
abode of Zeus and of the other great gods. Near Olympus, in

. 1Should we use “Greece’ synonymously with ‘“Hellas"”, as is often done by historfans,
it would be necessary constantly to distinguish between “Greece proper' and “Greece
in the larger sense'’.
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20 ANCIENT HISTORY

the range which extends along the east coast of Thessaly, is
Mount Os’sa. Far to the west of this coast chain is the range
of Mount Pin'dus. It extends south from the Cambunian
mountains and divides the northern part of Greece into two
nearly equal districts. As we proceed southward the country
grows more rugged. The central section is a mass of moun-
tain ranges separated by narrow-vallevs and little plains. The
loftiest peak of this region is Mount Par-nas’sus, near the
centre of the peninsula.

Pel-o-pon-nese’ (or Pel-o-pon-ne’sus), the most southerly
section of Greece, is only a little less rugged. In the northern
central part is the highland of Arcadia. From this highland,
mountain chains radiate in all directions. To the south runs
the Ta-yg'e-tus range, dividing southern Peloponnese into two
districts. This range is celebrated for its iron mines.

23. Rivers and Lakes.—In so small a country as Greece the
streams are necessarily small and short. The volume of water
is still further diminished by the dryness of the climate. The
so-called rivers of Greece are therefore little more than brooks.
Some are torrents in the rainy season of winter, but entirely
dry in summer. All the streams carry down a great quantity
of soil, which they deposit in their lower course. The little
plains at their mouths are alluvial—composed of soil thus de
posited. In this respect they resemble the valleys of the Nile
and Euphrates. The greatest plain of the kind is in Thessaly,
northern Greece. The river which has formed it is the
Pe-neus, the largest stream in Greece. Sometimes the brooks
of a region, instead of uniting in a river, flow into a land-
locked basin. In this wav a lake is formed, generally with an
underground outlet.

Another feature of Greece is the great number of gulfs and
bays which indent the coasts. No other country has so great
a coast-line in proportion to its area.

24. Climate and Products.—The greatest length of the Greek
peninsula is about two hundred and fifty miles, and its greatest
breadth is a hundred and eighty. And yet within these narrow
limits the climate, ranging from temperate to semi-tropical,

e, g b b
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fosters a great variety of products. The whole country was
once well wooded, though most of it now is nearly treeless.
Hence in ancient times the soil was moister and more pro-
ductive. In the forests of the north are nearly all kinds of
European trees, including the beech, oak, plane, and chestnut.
Southern Thessaly produces rice and cotton; olives and figs
flourish in Attica; and in Peloponnese lemons, oranges, and
date-palms thrive. Grape-vines grow everywhere. Though
wheat can be grown in the few fertile lowlands, most of the
ground is too stony and sterile for anything but pasturage, or
at best for barley. Among the domestic animals were hogs,
sheep, and goats. Oxen and donkeys were the work animals.
Horses were used by the cavalry, and in peace were the luxury
of the rich.

The most common metal products were iron, silver, and cop-
per. The best iron mines were in the Taygetus Mountains.
Silver was mined in Attica and copper in the neighbouring
island of Euboea. There were gold mines in Thrace near the
Greek border and in the adjacent island of Tha’sos. Though
the supply of metals was small, the Hellenes had exhaustless
quarries of limestone and marble. The best white marble came
from Mount Pen-tel'i-cus in Attica and from the island of
Pa'ros in the Aegean Sea. There were also blue, black, and
red marbles. In brief, no country in the world was, or is now,
so abundantly supplied with building stone as Greece.

25. Northern Greece.—ILooking more carefully at the map,
we find the peninsula divided by arms of the sea into three
regions, northern Greece, central Greece, and Peloponnese.
Northern Greece comprises two countries—E-pi'Tus and
Thes'sa-ly—separated by the high Pindus range. Epirus is
largely a highland crossed from north to south by mountain
chains.

Unlike Epirus, Thessaly is a plain, the largest in Greece. It
is surrounded by mountains. On the north the Cambunian
range rises like a huge wall to defend Greece against the attack
of foreigners, Between Olympus and Ossa is the beautiful
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22 ANCIENT HISTORY

Vale of Tem'pe, rich in foliage, the main pass into Greece
from the country on the north.

In ancient times Thessaly furnished excellent pasturage. The
great lords of the country accordingly reared herds of horses,
that they might be able in war to lead hundreds of mounted
servants to battle. In time cities grew up in the plain; but both
E-pi'rots and Thessalians preferred country life; they had
little trade or skilled industry; in education and in the refine-
ments of life they lagged behind the commercial states, of
Greece.

26. Central Greece: (1) the Less Civilized Countries.—South
of Thessaly and Epirus is central Greece, a long, narrow region
extending east and west. It is more mountainous than northern
Greece and is well supplied with harbours along the immense
stretch of coast. Ae-to'li-a and Lo'cris are especially rugged
lands, whose inhabitants long remained barbarous. After the
commercial cities of eastern and southern Greece had reached
the height of their civilization, the Aetolians and Locrians still
carried weapons in their daily life; they robbed or murdered
all whom they found weak or defenceless. Some of them spoke
a language strange to the other Greeks, and ate raw meat.
West of Aetolia is A-car-na™i-a, a land of lakes and harbours,
but with high, steep shores. The colonists who came hither
in early times from the eastern coast taught the natives useful
arts. Hence this country made greater progress in civilization
than did Aetolia or Locris. Pho’cis, which divides Locris into
two sections, lies partly in the rugged district about Mount
Parnassus. Below the mountain on the south, in the city of
Del'phi, was the celebrated oracle of Apollo.

The Phocians, too, were more civilized than the Aetolians
or the Locrians. In the valleys and plains were thrifty lords
and busy peasants; on the mountain sides the shepherd pas-
tured his flocks.

27. Central Greece: (2) the More Civilized Countries.—FEast
of Phocis is Boe-o'ti-a. A great part of this country is a basin,
whose waters collect into Lake Co-pa’is. The land about the
lake is flat and very productive; its moisture fills the air with
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fog. Some witty neighbours of the Boeotians remarked that
the dull sky and excessive beef-eating made these people
stupid; but in fact they were second in intelligence and in
enterprise among the states of central Greece.

Mount Ci-thae'ron separates Boeotia from At'ti-ca, a pen-
insula which forms the eastern end of central Greece. In the
north-east of Attica, overlooking the plain of Ma'ra-thon, is
Mount Pentelicus, full of brilliant white marble; and south
of Pentelicus is the range of Hy-met'tus, still renowned for its
honey-bees. The central region is a plain about two small
streams—the Cephissus and the Ilissus, which unite before
reaching the sea. A third plain lies round the city of E-leu’sis
on the north-west coast. Attica is for the most part a rugged
country with a thin, stony soil. Tt is favoured, however, with
a long coast-line, which invites to commerce. In intelligence
and in artistic taste the inhabitants excelled all other Greeks.
Athens, the capital, became in time the foremost city of the
world in civilization.

The traveller who journeys by land from Athens to Pelo-
ponnese passes through Meg’a-ris, a little country which lies in
the broader part of the Isthmus of Corinth. As the soil is even
more barren thdn that of Attica, the people supported them-
selves by rearing sheep and by making coarse woollens and
heavy pottery for exportation. With a harbour on each side
of the Isthmus they were well equipped for commerce; and
their leading city, Megara, became for a time a great centre
of trade.

28. Peloponnese: (1) the Less Civilized Countries.—Pelopon-
nese—“Isle of Pelops”, a mythical hero—is a massive pen-
insula with a great gulf on the east coast and two on the south.
The central region is Ar-ca'di-a, “the Switzerland of Greece”,
a plateau above which tower lofty mountain ranges. Among
the mountains are fruitful plains and valleys, each of which
was the domain of a tribe or a city. The Arcadians lived in
the simple, homely style of mountaineers. Master and slaves
ate their pork and barley cake together and mixed their wine
in a common bowl. Hardy and warlike, the Arcadian freemen
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were equally ready to fight for their homes and to serve for-
eign states for pay.

The northern slope of the plateau, with a narrow border of
coast plain, is A-chae’a. Divided among twelve independent
cities, this country remained unimportant till late in history.
E'lis comprised the western slope and the broad, rich plain
along the coast. Its most notable city was O-lym’pi-a, where
the Greeks celebrated the greatest of their national festivals,
and athletes from all Hellas contended in the games. The site
is now strewn with the ruins of temples.

29. Peloponnese: (2) the More Civilized Countrles —Corinth,
near the Isthmus, was one of the greatest commercial cities of
Hellas. Her lofty citadel commanded the Isthmus, and by
means of her ‘three harbours, two on the Sa-ron’ic Gulf and
one on the Corinthian, she could trade equally well with the
East and with the West. Though she had a large navy, her
narrow territory prevented her from becoming a great power.
Ar’'go-lis was chiefly the mountainous peninsula on the east of
Peloponnese. The principal cities were along the valley which
reaches northward from the head of the Ar-gol'ic Gulf. One
was My-ce'nae, in easly times the seat of a powerful kingdom.
It declined, however, and Argos took its place as the head of
Argolis. For ages it has been in ruins.

The great rival of Argos was Sparta, chief city of La-co'ni-a.
In the beginning this country occupied the fertile basin of the
Eu-ro’tas River. The people of the country had for centuries
the best equipped and best disciplined army in the world. In
time of danger, therefore, all the Hellenes looked to them for
protection. Sparta, “low-lving among the caverned hills”, was
but a group of villages. Unlike most Greek cities it was wholly
without fortifications; the ranks of brave warriors were its
walls.

West of Laconia is the hilly but fruitful country of Mes-
se'ni-a. Near its centre is Mount I-tho'me, whose summit
furnished an excellent site for a fortress,

30. The Islands; the Aegean Region.—FEast of the peninsula
is the Ae-ge'an Sea, It lies between Greece and Asia Minor
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and is dotted over with islands, standing singly or in groups.
Thasos has been mentioned for its gold and Euboea for its
copper. The latter is a long island nearly parallel to the coast
of central Greece. The group of the Cyc'la-des is but a con-
tinuation of Euboea and Attica. The most celebrated among
them are De'los, the mythical birthplace of Apollo, and Pa'ros,
already mentioned for its beautiful marbles. Near the coast
of Asia Minor are Les'bos, famed for lyric poetry, Chi‘os and
Sa'mos, seats of early industry, and Rhodes, which the
Phoenicians had colonized. Greatest and most important of
all the islands is Crete, south of the Cyclades and on the sea
route between Greece and Egypt. Other islands will be men-
tioned in our further study of Greek history. It is important
for our purpose to glance at the coast of Asia Minor which
borders the Aegean. It abounds in small but fertile plains and
is as well supplied with harbours as the opposite shore of
Greece.

The Aegean Sea does not separate, it unites the two coasts;
and the islands are stepping-stones, so to speak, from one to
the other. Mariners in the smallest barks could pass without
danger, without losing sight of land, across the entire breadth
of the sea. Indeed, from the mountains of southern Euboea
the Greeks could look quite across to the hills of Chios. With
the gentle winds that blew steadily in the summer season, it
was easier to travel by sea than by land. Naturally, then, the
people of the Aegean region—the islands and the two coasts—
interchanged products and ideas, and thus advanced equally in
culture. The great fact in our study of this region is that it
was the earliest home of European civilization, and that it,
rather than the peninsula, was the very heart of Hellas.

31. The Effect of the Country upon the People.—In its moun-
tainous character Greece contrasts with the valleys of the Nile
and the Euphrates. It is somewhat like Syria, but more split
up by ranges. A majority of the Greeks were mountaineers.
In the mountains a man can make a living for himself and his
family by hunting, keeping stock, and tilling a small patch of
soil, without the aid or co-operation of neighbours or with
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little need of government. He is therefore free; and the kind
of life he lives makes him strong and brave. Such men, when
fighting for their freedom, are almost unconquerable. This
was the character which the Greeks developed in their moun-
tains,

The nature of the country, too, had a political effect. The
people of each valley or narrow plain, surrounded by high
ranges and seeing little of their neighbours, were content to
live alone in the enjoyment of complete independence. In other
words, the mountains prevented the growth of large states.

Another controlling feature of the country was its openness
to the sea through the excellent gulfs and harbours. From
almost any point in the peninsula, the Greek, even with his slow
way of travelling, could reach an arm of the sea in a single day.
This circumstance naturally attracted him to a seafaring life.
[he stony soil could not support a dense population; and the
vast mountains on the north kept the Greeks from pushing out
into central Europe. All these features of their situation com-
bined to make them a commercial and colonizing folk. We
have séen how easy was navigation in the Aegean, and how a
chain of islands reached far out in the direction of Africa and
Lgypt. In brief, the nearness of the Aegean area to the Orient
and its openness in that direction made it the first region of
the West to be visited by eastern ships—hence the birthplace
of European civilization.

Most important of all was the effect of these physical sur-
roundings on the mind. The poor soil compelled the Greeks to
form economical habits of life, so that moderation controlled
their thought as well as their action. They became the best
balanced people the world has known. The mild climate and
gentle changes of season rendered them happy. The bracing
air stimulated clear thinking. The bare, sharply-pointed moun-
tains awakened in the soul that love of intellectual beauty
which lifts the Greeks above all other peoples. Finally, the
diversity of climate, soil, and products combined with other
favouring influences to create a nation famous for its men of
genius in literature, science, art, and statesmanship.



CHAPTER III
THE CRETAN AND MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATIONS
ABOUT 3500-1000 B.C.
I. Tug REMAINS; THE POPULATION

32. Recent Discoveries.—Till recently historians have begun
their account of Greek affaifs with the eighth century B.cC,
some of them precisely with the year 776;' and for the first
century and a half they have given hardly more than a few
bare dates. But all this has been changed by explorations in
the Aegean area. The pioneer in the work was Heinrich
Schliemann (Shlee'mahn). In his boyhood he learned the
stories told by the Hellenic poet Homer of the deeds of mighty
heroes during the Trojan war;* and thinking them real history,
he believed the ancient city of Troy might be found buried
beneath the earth. To achieve the task of finding the city
became the inspiration of his life. After amassing a fortune
in business, in 1870 he began digging on the hilltop where, from
Homer’s description, he concluded Troy must have stood. This
hill 1s in north-western Asia Minor, not far from the sea. The
result more than justified his hopes. On this spot he and his
successor in the work unearthed the ruins of nine settlements,
built above one another and belonging to different ages. It is
calculated that the lowest settlement, a rude village, was in-
habited about 3500 B.C., and that the sixth, which shows a
highly developed civilization, flourished 1500-1000. After-
ward Schliemann excavated Tiryns and Mycenae in Argolis,
Greece. They were contemporary with the sixth city at Troy.
Mycenae showed such signs of wealth and culture that he be-
lieved it to have been the centre of the civilization which
flourished at that time on the shores of Greece and in Troy.
Hence he called the civilization Mycenaean.

1§56, n. 1 2§ 64
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After these discoveries it was necessary to begin the history
of Greece as early as 1500 B.c. But even this date has more
recently been found altogether too late. Since 1899 Arthur
Evans, an English archologist, has unearthed a great palace
at Cnossus, Crete, and other scholars have made similar though
smaller discoveries in other parts of the island. These ex-
plorations prove the Cretan civilization to have begun far
earlier than the Mycenaean; to be, in fact, as old as that of
Jabylonia. In brief, they make it necessary for us to begin
our study of FEuropean civilization at about 3500 B.C.

These dates we do not get from the records of the Cretans,
for their writing has not yet been deciphered. They are based
on Egyptian chronology, which is fairly certain back to 3500.
There was an interchange of wares between Egypt and the
Aegean area; and by a comparative study of these objects we
can reconstruct the dates of Aegean culture.?

33. Earliest Inhabitants.—Greek myths preserved the names
of some pre-Hellenic tribes long after they had become ex-
tinct. As an example we may name the Pelasgians, who were
merely one of the many primitive tribes. The pre-Hellenic
inhabitants had no common name, and we do not know to what
race or races they belonged. We can trace the progress of
their civilization only by means of their works which still
survive.

II. Tue CrETAN CIVILIZATION

34. Beginnings.—As early as 3500 B.c. there were village
settlements over the entire Aegean region. The inhabitants
lived in round huts, made tools and arms of stone, and formed
and decorated rude pottery by the hand without the help of a
wheel. Even at this early time there was commerce with
Egypt. Among the villages of the period were the oldest settle-
ments at Troy and at Cnossus, Crete. This was the Stone Age.

It would be possible to trace the civilization of the region
from this point through successive stages of progress and de-

1 It should be borne in mind, however, that all the dates in Greek history before about

700 B.c. are merely approximate, Some of those given may be even two or three centuries
too early or too late.
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cline. We could see the gradual improvement of pottery, the
introduction of copper and then of bronze wares, of gold and
silver, of the art of writing, the growth of architecture, and of
many other embellishments of life. Crete, in close commerce
with Egypt, led this movement. Without following it in detail,
we shall take a brief view of Cretan life at the height of its
development—about 2200-1500 B.C.

A CorrIDOR IN THE PALACE AT CNOSSUS

The large jars were evidently for the storage of provisions
(From a photograph)

35. The Palace and the Court People.—The king of Cnossus
lived with his courtiers in a palace which for vastness would
compare with the great works of Egypt. It comprised large
rectangular courts, long corridors, and a multitude of chambers
and store-rooms. In one of the rooms was found the throne
on which the king once sat, with benches against the walls for
his noble councillors. Another room, fitted up with benches,
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A CRrETAN VASE

Decorated with lilies

(From Annual of the British School
at Athens, x. p. 7)

Cr—— n-vz'y'_ """".’{

Tre TerRONE RoOM IN PALACE AT CNOSsUS
A stone chair for the king ; on both sides stone benches for the guests
(From a photograph)

seems to have been used as a school. The frescoes on the
walls picture the brilliant court life of the period. “Sometimes

the dependents of the prince march
into the palace in stately procession,
bringing their gifts; sometimes the
court is filled with gaily-adorned
dames and curled gentlemen, stand-
ing, sitting, gesticulating vigorously,
and flirting. We see the ladies, like
Oriental women, trying to preserve
the fresh whiteness of their com-
plexion. Again the people of the
court are watching a troop of hull
trainers”,' — composed of youths
and maidens. The nobles pictured
in these scenes were accustomed to
fine clothing, jewellery, and furni-
ture. They had vases of beautiful
form and finish, delicately cut and

'From a report by Dr. Arthur Evans
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engraved gems as seals, and dagger blades inlaid with the
precious metals. In artistic taste and skill they far surpassed
the Orientals. The forms of men and animals in their art are
especially graceful and true to nature.

36. Writing.—They had two systems of writing, the earlier
hieroglyphic; the later a simple linear script. Thousands of
little clay tablets have been found in one of the rooms of the
palace, covered with this writing. Doubtless they are accounts
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CreTAN LINEAR WRITING ON Cray TABLETS
(From Annual of the British School at Athens, ix. p. 52)

of receipts and dues; some of them may be a record of events.
A larger tablet, found elsewhere, seems to be a list of offerings
to a deity. In a word, their script was used for religious, busi-
ness, and possibly historical purposes. When scholars succeed
in deciphering this writing, we shall know the language of the
Cretans and shall better understand their civilization.

37. Society and Government.—It is clear that society was
divided into the many toilers and the few nobles and that the
king was absolute master. There is strong evidence of peace
throughout the island, of the union of all under one chief king.
He built no walls of defence, for he placed his confidence in
the navy. Egypt could not send over sea an army strong enough
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to conquer him. Rather he preferred to buy the favour of
Pharaoh with rich gifts, while he himself extended his sway
over many Aegean islands.

III. OriGiN oF THE HELLENIC RACE

38. The Indo-Europeans. — The Cretans, described above,
were one of the stocks from which the Greeks of later times
were descended. The other stock comprised the Indo-Euro
peans. In the word Indo-European the part “Indo” has refer-
ence to India, and the name was contrived to denote the most
westerly people (Europeans) and the most easterly people
(Hindoos) of the group. Indo-Europeans are those of the
White race, whatever their descent, who speak an Indo-Euro-
pean tongue. All languages of the group have descended from
a common parent speech.” This parent speech must have be-
longed to a people who once lived together as a group of
closely related tribes in a definite region—probably the great
steppe which lies north of the Black and Caspian Seas. About
3000 B.C. these tribes began to move apart and to develop into
separate peoples. Some passed up the Danube River and
thence, about 2500, into Greece.

39. The Turmoil of Settlement; the Hellenic Race.—It would
be useless to attempt a detailed account of the immigration, as
the Greeks themselves had no record of it and could not
remember that their ancestors had ever come from a foreign
land. Doubtless the Indo-Europeans entered gradually by
tribes and sometimes by families or individuals. Even in their
old home they were probably not all of one blood, but were
composed of divers stocks intermingled ; and while each tribe
was migrating it was continually taking up into itself all
manner of people whom it met with on the way. When these
immigrants entered Greece they mingled with the natives, and
the blend was the Hellenic race. The language of the Hellenes
1Qur word father, for instance, is in Sanskrit (the classical language of India) pitar,
in ancient Persian pitar, in Greek wamip (pater), in Latin paler, in German vater,

and similarly through the other kindred tongues. These words for father have descended

from a single word in the parent speech. All these nations whose languages are so nearly
connected we call Aryan, or Indo-European,
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was that of the Indo-European invaders, but the greater part
of their civilization came to them from the Cretans.

| There must have been continual fighting between the in-
I vaders and the natives, and among the immigrant tribes as
well, for the possession of the best lands. For centuries,
therefore, Greece was full of uproar and violence. Then came
a period of quiet, 1700-1200 B.C., in which the people along the
eastern coast traded with the Cretans and adopted their civil-
ization. This peaceful life, however, was interrupted by the
migratior. of less civilized Greeks from the north-west of the
peninsula—from Epirus, Aetolia, and the vicinity—into east
and south Peloponnese. These people came afterward to be \
known as the Dorians, and their movement into Peloponnese

is termed the Dorian migration. It was the last great migra-

tion within the peninsula, and the only one remembered by the

Greeks of later times. It took place about 1200 B.C.

IV. THE MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATION

ABOUT 1600-1000 B.C.

‘ 40. Beginnings; Tiryns.— While the Hellenic race was com- ‘
‘ ing inte existence in Greece, the Cretans were making {
great progress in the useful and fine arts. Through commerce |
their products, with some knowledge of their industries, were
extending to all parts of the Aegean area and to countries far
beyond. But for a long time the Greeks, distracted by the
turmoil of migration and conquest, took little interest in these
improvements. Toward the middle of the second millennium
(2000-1000) B.C., however, as life became for a season more
secure, great numbers of Cretan artists, artisans, and mer-
chants must have flocked to the Greek shores and have aided
in the building up of a civilization there as brilliant as that in
the homeland. This was at a <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>