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REMARKS
: ON THR
GENUINENESS OF THE GOSPELS,
AND ON MIRACLES.
RY ANDREWS NORTON, PROFESSOR OF SACRED
LITERATERE IN HAVARD UNIVERSITY.

In regard to the direct historical evidence
for the genuineness of the Gospels, the nature
of the casc is such, that no evidence of the
same chavacter, or of the same weight, can
lie produced for the genuineness of any ather
ancient work, which was not, like them, re-
ceived as an undisputed book of the Christian
Seriptures. It is the testimony of a great,
widcly-spread, and intelligent community to
a fact about which they had full means of
information, and in which they had the deep-
est interest. Tt is their testimony to the
genuineness of books, the reeeption of which
as authentie wounld change the whole com-
plexion of their lives; and might, not impro-
bably, put at hazard life itsclf, or all that
they had before considered as rendering lile
desirable. It is the testimony of Gentiles to
their belief of the genuineness and truth of
hnoks derived from Jews,—books regarded
with strong dislike by a great wmajority of
that nation ; three of which were not in com-
mon use among those fow Jews who, like
them, were disciples of Christ: and all of
which were so stamped throughout with a
Jewish character, as to be likely, at first
view, strongly 10 offend their prejudices and
tastes.

But the peculiar nature and value of this
testimony may be laid out of consideration.
"The fact alone, that the four Gospels were
all reecived as genuine hooks, entitled w the
highest eredit, by the whole community of
cathalie Christians, dispersed throughout the
world, admits of no explanation, exeeptthat
they - had “always been so regarded. “We
have begun by reasoning from their recep-
tion during the last quarter of the second
century ; and their reception at that time af-
fords, as we havescen, decisive proof of the
estimation in which they must have been
held during the whole preceding interval
from their first appearance. But, though we
may entitle this proof decisive, yet, like all
ather probable reasoning, it admits of con-
firmation ; and we have scen the confirma-
tion aflorded by the evidence of Justin Martyr,
who givesdirect proof, that the anthority ol'the
Gospels was established among Christians
betore the middle of the second century. I
say beforc the middie of the second century,
—for though this was the precise timic when
he wrote his first Apology, yet bis testimony
must be considered as relating to a state of
things with which he had been previously
conversunt. We have next remarked the
express and particular testimony of Papias to
the genuineness of two of the Gospels, awd
to the cstimation in which they were held by
Christinns.  Then, tracing the stream ol evi-
dence back to its very source, we have scen
Luke's own attestation to the genuineness of
his Gospel.  Andin conuexion with this, and
with the testitnony ol Papias, we have ai-
tended to the fact, that the acknowledged
genuineness of any onc of the gospels must
have presented an'insuperable barrier to the
teeeption of any spurious gospels as a work
of like authority. The testinony to the
genuineness ‘of any one of the Gospels is
virtually @ testimony 1o the genuinencss of
all; and the testimony to their genuineness
is a testimony to their reception by all cath-
olic "Chiristians wherever they had become
known. i

But, in regard o our present argument, it
is unimportant what period an objector may
fix upon for the general reception of the Gos-
pels as genuine. The later the period. as-
signed for this event, the more obviously
incredible does it become that it should have
taken place, on the suppaesition that the Gos-
pols were not received from the beginning in
the character which they afterwards bore.—
"The longer the Christian community had ex-
isted without a knowledge of the Gospels, or
without. a belief in their genuineness, the
more diffienlt inugt it have been to produoce
this belicfy and to causc them to be recogniz-
~d as books of the liighest value and author-

ity. L.et ussuppose thatthey were not sore-
garded til} the Inst quarter of the second cen-
tury. Their general recognition at that period
beeomes a most remarkable phenomenon.—
Some very effcctive cause or causes tust be
assigned for it, suflicient to explain how four
spurious books, not before known, or known
only 10 be rejected, should suddenly have ob-
tained universal acceptance throughout the
Cliristian worldl, as eontaining the truths fun-
damnental to a Christian’s belief.  No trace
of any eauses capable of producing this re-
sult can be discovered or immagined. In
the nature of things, it is irupossible that
such cawnses shonld have existed.  The
Cliristians of that age professed to receive
the Gospels as genuine and authentie, on the
ground that they had always been so regard-
cd.  'Ihe trutlyof this faet is the only expla-
nation which can be given of the universal
respeet in which they were then held.

It appears, therefore, that the evidenece of
the genuineness of the Gospels is of o very dift
ferent character from what we are able 1o
produce for the geuunincness of any ancient
classical work.  Very few readers, 1 pre-
sume, could at once reeollect and state the
groumds on which we believe the epistles o
Atticus to have been written by Cieero, or
the History of the Pelopomesian War by
Thueydides.  But should any writer under-
take to impugn the genuinenuss of these, or
of many other ancient works thar miglt be
named, in the manuer in which attempts
have been made w0 weaken the historical ar-
gumcut for the genuineness of the Gospels,
he would hardly succeed even in gaining a
discreditable nototicty-

But there are objections derived from the
Gospels themselves, which are relied upon
as doing nway the whole foree of the histo-
rical argument. Tt is urged that the con-
tents of one Gospel are irreconcilable with
those of auother, and, therefore, that the
Gospel could not be the work of well-infurm-
ed narrators. By the opponents of Christi-
anity, the errors of theologians are conunonly
confounded with the truths of our religion;
and, so far as the oljection just mentioned
rests on any tenable grounds, it bears not a-
gainst the authewmticity amd genuineness of
the Gospels, but against the doctrine that
they were written by miraculous inspiration.
It would be an extraordinary fact, if' these
books presented on their face decisive objee-
tions to their own eredibilicy which had been
overlooked for ecighteen centuries by intelli-
gent Christians engaged in their study.  To
any one, indeed, who is capable of a just
apprebension of the proof of the genuineness
of the Gospels, aflorded by the intrinsic ¢har-
acter, nothing ean appear more idle than
such an attempt to prove from their contents,
that they could not have been written by the
authors to whom they arc aseribed.

Butthere is another objection drawn from
the essential character of the Gospels, whicls
is, infaet, the root, and furnishes the sap and
strength, of all others which havebeen urged
against them.
a miraculous dispensation; and a miracle, it
is asserted is impossible.

‘I'his objection, i it can be maintained, is
final, not merely in regard to the truth of the
Gospels, and the truth of Christianity, hut
in regard to the truth of all religion.

The assertion, that a miracle is impossi-
ble, and, conscquently, that such a miracu-~
lous intervention of the Deity as Christianity
supposes is impossible, must rest for support
solely on the doctrine, that there is no Glod 3
but that the universe has been fornmed and is
controlled by physical powers essential to its
elementary principles, which, always re-
maining the same, must always produce
their cffects uniformly according to their
necessary laws of aetion.  This being so, a
miracle, which would be o change in these
necessary laws, is, of eourse impassible.

But when we refer the powers operating
throughk~+t the universe to one Being, as the
souree of all power, and ascribe to this Being
intelligence, design, und benevolence, that
is, when we recognizethe truth, that there is
a God, it becomes the ‘extravagance of pre-
sumptoons folly to pretend, that we may be
assured, that this Being can or will act in no
other way than dccording to what we call

0

They contain the bistory of

the laws of nature ; that he bas no ability, or
can have no purpose, W manitest himselt' to
his c:eatures by any display ol his power
and goodness which they have not before
witnessed, or do not ordinarily witness,

The assertion, therefore, thata miracle is
impessible, can be mainmined by no coll‘c-
rent easoning, which does not assume for
its besis, that all religion is fulse; that its
fundiunental doctrine, that there is a Gad,
is umrue.  The controversy respecting it is
not hetween Christianity and atheisw it is
between religion, in any torm in which it
may appear, and atheisni.

Oue may, imleed, give the name of God
to the physical powers operating throughout
ihe aniverse, considered eollectively, or to
sonie abstraction, as the moral law of thu
universe, for example, or to some conception
s1ill more unsubstantinl and uniutelligible,
and thus comend that he does not deny the
existenceof God.  But there is but one view
which an honest man can take of the decep-
tion which ju this and other similar cases
has been attempled through a gross abuse of
words, by which their true meaning is razed
out, and a fuls¢ meaning furced upon them.
In comending with irreligion, we have a
right 10 demand that we shall not be mock-
ed with the Tanguage of religlon.

But the fact has been overlooked, that,
supposing the proposition to be admitted,
that a miraculous intervention of the Deity
is impossible, it woukd have no bearing on
our immediate subject.  No inference could
be drawn from it to show that the Gospels
were not written by those to whont they are
aseribed. X
. The first disciples of our Lord, the firsy
preachers of his religion, whether their ac-
count was true or false, tanght that he wasa
messenger from God, whose authority wis
comtinaally atested by displays of divine
power, snperseding the common laws of na-
ture. They represenied Christianity only
nnder the eharacter of a dispensation wholly
wmiraculous. It has come down to us bear-
ing this chiaracter {from the first-accouuts we
have of its annuneciation,—from the time
when St. Paul wrote those Epistles, the gen-
ninencss of which eannot be questioned.—
The fact that Christinuity is a miraculous
dispensation was the basis of his whole
teaching, and equally of the teaching of the
other Apostles. It cannoot be pretended, that
any indication is to be found of its having
been presented to men under another char-
acter. "Phe efteets which fullowed its preach-
ing are such as could have resulted only
from such a conception of it.  "The hypothe-
sis, therefore,—for such an hypothesis has
actually been put forward,*—that this was
uot the original character of Christianity,—
that jts first preachers did not announce 1t as
a iraculous dispensation, but that some
time during the lives of the Apustles, or im-
mediately afrer, it assumed this character,
—can be regarded only as one of the most
estraordinary of those exhibitions of human
lolly which have lautely been given to the
world as speculations econcerning our relj-
gion.  There is no doubt, that the Apostles
and their companions represented  Christ as
a messenger from God, whose divine author-
ity was attested throughout his mivistry by
miracles. It can, therefore, be no objection
to the genuineness ol the Gospels, that such
is the representation to be found in them.—
Whether true or false, itis the only repre-
sentation that was to be expected in histories
of Jesus given by Apostles and their com-
panions.

The Gospels, then, contain that view of
Christianity which was presented by its first
preachers. 'We have in these books that
solemn attestation which was borne by them,
and was confirmed by cireumstances that
exclude all doubt of its iruth, to facts in the
ministry and’ character of Christ which
cvince his divine mission.. And to this no-
thing is objected but a speculation, which
supposes that allreligion must be false.

In regard to men’s belief in Christianity,
and their apprehension of its character, the
present is un age of transition. 'We areleav-
ing behind us the errors and superstitions of

* 33 Stranss, in his Leben Jesu (Life of Sesus).
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former days, with all their deplorable con-
seyuences,—the dominion of a priesthood,
tyranny over reason, persecution, false con-
ceptions of morality by which its sanctions
were ofien wholly prevented, and that dis-
gust toward Christianity which the deformed
mmage bearing its name, and set up for irlol-
worship, was so fitted to produce. B,
through a revulsion of feelingy oceasioned by
this state of things, many ol the clergy, par-
ticularly in England,—one is reluetant to
suyv many priests, though thisis a title which
they readily assume,—have turned about,
and are travelling back into the dark region
of implicit fhith, Jesnitiea) morality, and re-
liglous formalities, absurditics, and etimes.
On the other haud, 1here is a multitude of
speculatists, who, in the abandonment of
religious error, have abandoned religion it-
selly and whose only substitwte for i, if
they have any, is an unsubstantial spectre
which they have decorated with its tides.—
Meanwhbile, very many ealightened men,
who have been repelled from the study of
Christianity by the imbecility or folly of
those who have assumed 1o be its privileg-
cd expositors and defenders, regard i, af
best, only with a eertain degree of respect,
as being, perhaps, a noble system, if proper-
ly understood, and one the beliel of which,
even under the forms that it has been made
to assume, is, at all events, useful to the
community :~-Magnifica quidem res etsa-
luteris, st mode cst wlla.

In order that we may pass from this state
of things 1o a better, it is necessary that the
intelleet of men should be awakened and
brought 1o exercise itself on the most impor-
tant subject that can be presented to its ex-
amination. The result would be a rational
and firm faith in Christinnity, with all the

conseqneneces that must. flow from such a

faith.  The convietion which rests on reason
are of very diflerent eflicacy. from the im-
pression produced through prejudice, imagi-
nation, or passion.  The latter may leadto
great evily the forner can produce only
good. There is a sense of reality attending
the convictions of reason, which makes ir
impossible that they should not penctrateinte
the character. Let any one, in the best ex-
ereise of his understanding, be persuaded that
the history of Jesus Christ is true, that the
miracle ol his mission from God, which be-
longs to the order of events lying beyond the

sphere af this world, and cancerning the-

whole of man’s existenee, is as real as those
facts whicl take place in this world, ¢con-
formably to the narrow circle of its laws
with which we are familiar, and he has he-
come intellectually, and can hardly fail 1
become morally, a new being.  In reeogniz-
ing that fact, he recognizes his relation to
God, or rather, if I may so speak, God’s re-
lation 10 him. Lile assumes another charac-
ter. It is not a short period of existence in
which we are to confine our views and de-
sires to what may be attained within its lim-
its.  Ttis a state of preparation for a life 1o
come, which will continue inte an infinity
where the eye of the mind is wholly incapa-
ble of following its course. Viewed in the
broad light which thus pours in upon us,
their false coloring disappears from the ob-
jeets of passion, and we perecive that there
is nothing permanently gaod, but what tends
to the moral and intellectual progress of the
soul, and nothing to be dreaded as essential-
ly evil, but what tends to impede it.

———

BE xinp.—How foolish it is to be anything
else. " Kindness to all God's creatures’is like

softsoap upon aship’s ways. ltenablesoneto

slide ofl"into the great ocean of eternity with-
out friction—without smoke or smell of fire.
There is no excuse ‘for unkindaess, even to
the “vilest of the vile.! Itisthe bane of so-
cicty, and yet all are more or less liable 1o
indulge it. 'We may be determined, reso-
lute, unyielding in what we belicve to be

duty, but still we may be kind. -Indeed, -

firmness and deeision” in our treatment of
wrong doers, arc required by kindness, for
one of the first dictates of a kind spirit i, that
we should consult the good of an oflender,
and his good can be cffectually promotedon-
ly by intereepting him in his evil way:
Eustern Times, -

gy
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THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

SLAVERY FROM WITHIN.

Let a word be said on the other kind of
slavery; that whichcomes from a cause inter-
nal to ourselves. T'his is common at the
North, and South, and East, and West. In
this case the man is prevented from doing
what is best for him, not by some other man
who has bound him, but by some passion or
prejudice, superstitionur sin.  Here the mis-
chief is in  his own heart. If you look
around you, you find many that bear the
muark of the beast: branded on the forchead
and the right hand 5 branded as slaves, “He
that commiteth sin is the slave of sin’—
‘I'he avaricious man is a slave. e cannot
think a thought but as his master bids. He
cannot see a truth, ifa dollar intervene.  Ile
cannot relieve the poor, nor sympathise with
the distreszed, nor yield to the humane im-
pulse of his natural heart, If he scesin the
newspaper a seatence on the wastefulness
or the idleness of the poor, he remembers it
forever; but a word in the Bible to encour-
age charity,—he never finds that.

The passionate man is a slave; he lics at
the mercy of the accidents of a day. Ifhis
affairs go well, he is calm and peacefuls
but if some little mistake arise, he is filled
with contusion, and the demon that rules him
draws the chain.  his master has many a
slave under his yoke. He is more cruel
than any planter in Cuba or Drinidad. e
not only seperates fricnd {rom friend, parent
from child, and husband from wile, but what
is worse yet, prevents their loving one anathi-
er while they are together. This makes
man a tyrant, not a husband; woman a
fiend, not an angel, as God made her to be.
This renders marriage a necessary evil, and
housekeeping a perpetual curse, for ittakes
the litue trifles which happen everywhere,
except between angels, aud makes them very
great matters; it converts mistakes into faults;
accidents into vices; crrors into erimes; and
50 rends assunder the peace of fanilies, and
in a single twelvemonth disturbs more mar-
riages than all the slaveholders of Garolina
in a centory.

Se the peevishk man is a slave. His ill hu-
mor watches him like a demon.  Oft-times
it casteth him into the fire, and ofien into the
water. In the morning he complains that
his caprice is not complied with; in the
evening that it is. Ee is never peaceful,
except when angry; never quiet, but in a
storm. He is free to do nothing good ; so he
acts badly, thinks badly, feels badly,—thrce
attributes of a Devil. A yoke of iron and
feiters of brass were grievous to bear, no
doubt; the whip of a task-master makes
wounds in the flesh; but God save us from
the tyranny of the peevish, both what they
inflict and what they suffer.

The intemperate man also is a slave; one
most totally subjugated. His vice exposes
him to the contempt and insult of base men,
as well as to the pity of the good. Not only
this, but his master strips him of his under-
standing 5 takes away his common scnse,
conscience, his Reason, Religion,-—qualitics
that make a man differ from a Least; on his
garments, his face, his wife, and child, is
written in great staring letters, so that he may
read that runs—7"%s man also has sold lhis
birth-right and become a slave. The jeal-
ous planter forbids his slave to learn; but he
cannot take from him the understanding he
has got. This refinement of torture it was
left for Intemperance to exercise, levelling
at once the distinctions between rude and
polished.—T"eodore Parker.

RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE.

I know that there are men of general in-
tegrity and worth, who, with a sort of amia-
ble ease or indolence of spirit, say, that
‘they are well ‘enough as they are.” 1T
think, toe, that T understand the meaning of
this language, and I distinctly sce, as I ap-
prehend, that it does not go to the depth--no,
nor any where necar to the depth, of their
nature and their wants, They are ¢ well
enough,” in a worldly sort—well enough,
becausc they are comfortable, and prosperous.
But will all this meet the great, the general,
and the urgent want of the human heart?—-
Does the beart never ask any thing that
riches cannot give? Does it never sigh for
a peace that the world cannot give? 1 know
not what the worldly heart may answer;
but this I know, that some of the most bitter
complainers, that ever poured ount the lan-
guage of satire and scorn and disgust upon

What beam is that which visiteth thee from
afar? If Twere to pause now for the briet’
space of only cight minutes, a ray {rom the
sun would, iun that brief interval, have tra-
versed almost an hundred mitlions of’ niles,
to reach us! What beam, then, is that which
visiteth thee from far, far beyond the pre-
cincts of solar day? Through the slow re-
volutions of years—I speak the astronomical
fact;—for anght thon knowest, before thou
wast created—I speak the astronomical
doubt;—for aught thou knowest, before the
world was ereuted, that ray of light teft its
native seats, and through distances awful,
and inconeeivable, through the silent lapse
and the slow revolution of years unknown,
that ray of light has been travelling ouward,
and onward, tilt it has fallen on thy poor weak
sense. Now follow it back, on the line of
its immeasurable progress, to its original
sphere, its home which it hath lelt 10 teach
thee—and docs thy mind stop there? No:
nor there, not anywhere docs it stop, bu: be-
yond and beyond, to infinity, tocternity, it
wanders.  And can that mind say, that it is
swell enough™ in a little carthly comfortand
a few worldly possessions? Can the soul,
that spans the universe, and measures ges,
be content with a grain of sand upon this
shore of time? No. Hold thou thie measure-
less ocean in the hollow of thy hand; and
then, mayest thou curl the swellings of
thought, passion, and desire, to that narrow
compass. Garner up the treasures of infi-
nite worlds in thy cofler; and then mavest
thou lock up in that cofler, the allections that
are expanding to the grasp of infinity. No,
mistaken soul! thine vi'c spans the arch of
heaven—thy soaring thought riseth to the
eternal stars; thine aim must be broad and
boundless as those pathways of heaven.  As
surely as thou livest, thou must live righte-
ously, virtwously, wisely. Life is an argu.
ment for piety. Senseis a guide to faith.
Tinwe should bear our thoughts, asit is bear-
ing our souls, to eternity !

But there are other witnesses to be sum-
moned in this argument, besidescevents, and
their unavoidable impression. There are
distinct wants in the inind. Amidst the
cares nud confliets of this lile, there are cer-
tain ultimate objects, in which all men are
interested. One of these objects is happi-
ness. I say, then—I may say to every
man, however irreligious—thou wouldst be
happy.

Thou wouldst be happy. When thou art
happiest,—still something is wanting—and
thou wouldst be happier. When thy thought
is brightest, a shade like the shadow of a
cloud upon the fairest landscape, cometh
over thee. aod thou wouldst, thy thought
were brighter. “When thy possessions are
most abundant, there is yet a want in thy
mind ; and thou would have a morc satisfy-
ing fulness within. Is there any thing but
what is all-perfect, and infinite, and immor-
tal, that can satisfy thee? But the all-per-
fect and the infinite, and the immortal, be-
long to the province of religiom ; and if thou
wouldst find them, thou must find them, in
har glorious sphere.

But again [say; thou wouldst be happy.
Thou wouldst be :nppy—ah, thou wouldst,
jndeed, be so, when thou art not happy ; for
what is so intolerable as misery? Thou
wouldst be happy when thou art sick; when
thou art sorrowful; when thou art bereaved.
‘When thou art cast down, and alimost erush-
ed by some of the thousand, nameless, bur-
thens of life, thou wouldst be happy. And
dost thou know, eanst thou conceive of any
thing, that can make thee happy in thesc cir-
cumstances, but religion?

But again, in regard to this matter of hap-
piness, I may say w every onc,—something
troubles you, at one time or another,—some-
thing is the matter with you. Whatis it 7—
What aileth thee, O never satisfied man !—
What is it? "What is it, that takes from the
joy of life, when at the fullest; or disturbs
the clear and overflowing fountain, or imbit-
ters its waters? What is it?7 You tell me of
events, of annoyances, of a troublesome
world, of the vexations of life. Do you not
know, that life and the world, arc the reflec-
tion of yourself—the image without, of the
reality within? "Whatisit, then? Ah!it
is evermore, some unholy passion—opride or
envy, or sensual excess, or the workings of a
selfish, ungencrous, ungrateful mind. A
calm and self-governed temper, a bencvo-
lent gladness of spirit, the cheerfulness of a
good conscience, the gentle affcctions of pie-
ty, would make every fountain of carthly
good, a fountain of real peace and bappiness.
Does any man deny this? Does the most

of existence, in the human heart, so deeply,
so strongly, so unceasingly, should the hu-
man heart be interested about that which a-
lone can give it happiness: interested not
merely as in something tuture and far off,
but as in something of prescut, pressing, in-
stant coneern. If the heart knew Its own
welfare it would be so interested.  And the
very soul of youth would not burn with a
love of unholy pleasure, so intense, butit
would be quenched in the holy tears of that
supplication, * Oh! satisfly me early with
thy erey, that Tmay be glad and rcjoice
in thee all my days.”

Onee more and with regard to the wants
of the miad, and the ultimate objects of life:
if you are_a reasonable being, you would
improve. It you were a brute, you might
ncither know nor care anything for this.—
But if you are a reasonable being you must
desire to improve.  You cannot stop at the
point you have now reached, and be satisfi-
ed. You would, you must go onwards and

from which you would not go onward! A
thousand ages of {mprovement would fod
you still askingto go lorward. Can you then
be indifierent to the religion whose spliere is
cternity !—Dewcy.

THI USES OF AFFLICTION.

Thate iz, perhaps, no doetring of the New
Testament that must strike the car of u hea-
then more strangely, than that the Infinite
Father, though a being whose very essence
is love, yet chasteneth those whom he most
loveth, and scourgeth every soul that le re-
ceiveth.  Even in the Christian Charch this
doetrine is little understood, or indeed receiv-
ed, i we may judgze from the remarks con-
tinvatly made by otherwise intelligent per-

joy or sorrow which are continually going on
around them. True, there are every where
many souls whe have been bronght o fiel
its vital meaning, but as a doctrine of the
Christinn Chureh, it seems to be still but
impertectly received or understaod, cven in
this nincteentl eentury of its promulgation.
No stronger proof of the truth of this asscr-
tion is needed, than is oftered by the com-
mon {aect, that when sorrow or mislortune
fulls on those whom the world admiis 1o be
virtuous, or when the notoriously wicked
pass their lives amid a continual succession
of prosperity, we hear surprise expressed that
an overruling Providence should allow such
things to be. It would seem to be overlook-
cd, that worldly honor, the issidious corrup-
ter of virtue, is no fitting reward for piety,
nor was ever held out as such by our Lord,
to his followers ; while cqual blindness is
shown to the truth that worlidly honor is the
appropriate and naturally to be expected re-
ward of worldliness. It is but fair and just,
humanly speaking, that he who sells his soul
tor gold, should receive his price, and that
he who sacrifices honor and integrity to gain
oflice and high station, should receive that
for which he strives. o him who labors
only for what this world can give, the good
things of 1his world should not be grudged;
while lie who toils tor the blessings of heaven
should be content to wait for his reward until
the hour comes when e shall be received
into heavenly mansions.

When sorrow and disappoinmtment fall to
the 1ot of the evil, the cry is olten raised, Lio!

satisfaction is expressed.  On such occasions
let him who is without sin raise the first ery
of joy. Let us consider what is the nature
of a judgment. * # * ®

Gol is love; therefore his judgments
must be filled with tenderness towards his

his nature.  “Whether painful or joyous, they
arc full of’ benignant purposcs for the health
of the soul; ecven as the raging tempest, no
less than the.bland sunshine, is the benefi-
cent and needful instrument whereby the in-
salubrious atmosphere is purified.

It we truly receive into our hearts the doc-
trine that the judgments of heaven are tender

triumph can never be raised when the wick-
cdsufler. A gentle compassion would rather
be awakened 1n our hearts, and we should
look upon them in hope, carnestly desiring
to do for them every thing in our power in
order to encourage and promote the legiti-
mate efleet of the dispensation.

' W hen afHliction fall upon the pious, though

you never will come to the point—it is not
in your naturc ever to come to the point—

sons, concerning the various dispensations of

it may seem dark and unintclligible to those

the work that they shall do in his own soul,
so grow in wisdom that he will preseuntly learn
to comprehend their design. He may not
recognize the seed when it is first sown, yet
it he tend it in faith, God will water it, and
the blade will appear, bearing in due time
fruit, an hundred told.

The acute suflering to which litle chil-
dren are ofien subjected previous to the de-
velopement of any of their reasoning powers,
is sufficient proof that the comprehension of
grief'is not necessary inorder that it may
work its purpose on the character. For sure-
ly we cannot doubt that infantile suflering has
an end to be wrought upon the tender germ of
life, however little we may be able to under-
stand that end.

The providences of God ate often like
sweet music playing in the midst of a noisy
crowd, whose elamor quite drowns its harmo-
nies fromthe ear of him who stands near by.
If, however, the listener will place himself
fur away, beyond the reach of the sounds
of uproar, he will then hear with distinet~
ness the tones of the musie, which by their
melodious qualities possess the power of pen-
etrating the atmosphere to a distance far
greater than the unmodulated clangor can
reach.  The thonging cares and passions of
this life, will in the same waaner. sometimes
prevent the soul from perceiving the beauti-
ful fitness and exquisitc harmony of those
dispensations of heaven, that crush the hopes
and destroy the plans, which have perhaps
been cherished inmates of the heart for years,
Butif the suflerer will go fur away from
thuse hopes and plans; that is, if he will rise
above worldly considerations, and coutem-
plate events iu their eternad relations, he will
pereeive and feel the harmony and beauty
in the ways of Provideuce, and know that
the discordance was either in his own heart,
or in the world aronnd him.

New Jerusalem Magazine.

RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION.

—

A few sentences will be indulzed to me
here respeeting Religious Conversation. 1
Lelieve both that the proposition is true, and
that it is expedieutin ser it down-—that re-
ligious couversation is vne of the banes of the
religious world.  There are many who are
really attached to religion, and who some-
times teel its power, but who allow their bet-
ter feelings to evaporate in an ebullition of
words. . Chey forget how much religion is
an aftair of the mind and how linle of the
tongue : they forget how passible it is to live
under its poswer without ralking of it to their
friends ; and some, it is 10 be feared, may
forget how possible it is to 1alk without feel-
ing its influence. Not that the good man's
piety is to Jive in his breast like an anchorite
in hiz cell. The evil does not consist in
speaking of religion, but in speaking too
much 3 not in manitesting oor allegiance to
Guod ; not in encouraging by exhortation, and
amentling by our advice; not in placing the
light upon a candlestick—but in making re-
ligion & common topic of discourse.  OF all
species of well intended religious conversa-
tion, that perhaps is the most exceptionnble
which consists in narrating our own religious.
feelings,  Many thms intrude upon that reli-
gious quictude which is peculiatly favorable
to the Christian character. The habit of
comumunicating “ experiences” 1 believe to
be very prejudicial to the mind. It may

a judgment from heaven, and something of | sometimes be right to do this: in the great

majority of instances 1 believe it is not bene-
ficial, and not right. Men thus dissipate re-
ligious impressions, and tberefore diminish
their cflects. Such observation as I have
been enabled to make, has sufficed to con

vinee me that, where the religious character

children, for (hey must bear the impress of | 18 solid, there is but litle religious talk; and

that, where there is much talk, the religious.
character is superficial, and, like other super-

thiese be the attendants, and in part the con-
sequences of gencral religious conversation,
how peeuliarly dangerous must that conver-
sation be, which exposes those impressions.
that perhaps were designed cxclusively for

manifestations of parental love, the voice of oursclves, and the usc of which may be frus-

trated by communicaling them to others.—
Our solicitude should be directed to the in-
vigoration of the religious character in our
own minde; and we should be anxious that
the plant of piety, if it bad fewer branches
might have a deeper root.—Jonathar Dy-
mand. .

Vinrue.—~The everlasting hills will crum-.

ficial things, is easily deswroyed. And if -

i this world, are precisely the most worldly | confirmed sceptic, or the boldest scorner, de- | who behold it, yet in most instances, the indi- blg:“to dust,_}_but{];c 11111“}"“‘-‘9“01 a gocl):ll act
b beings in it. No, the world does not satisfy | ny it? Religion, then, above all other things | vidual if he humbly lovks into his own heart, | Will never die. 3 he carth gx gromc{] and
the worldly; and they know it. Yow is it|is commended to the desire of happiness,—| can perceive its application ; for every one perish, but V}lrlmle in ihe] czn'lt1 will bo ever
o possible that it should do so, if the mind of a| It comes near, itis adjunct, to that great de- | who cares to read his own heart, knows in | £reen, and will flouris }1; roug ;)_ul eternity.

! worldly man be still a mind ;—if there be|sire. It belongs to itj—as light to” the eye|some degree, or may know il he will, his | The n}oon and st?rs wi lr';x?wcxm, and the
any thing in him that can be called a mind!} that would see; as {ood to the lm'ngcr that| own sins, lus_own'}vams.’ \Yhere, h.owe\fey, Slmflilroll f{'om thc'lllcaven?.' )}ut lmedagt-]' un-

Why, even_the senses range far beyond { would be satisfied. Deep, then, impatient, | even the sufferer finds his wrials unintelligi- |¢c c(‘re igion will grow )nlg_nezé m(]l right-
this world. Fix thine cye upon a star, in| unquenchable as that desire is, strongly, un-{ble; when first they come upon him, if heler ﬁlm. ’DOt cease to exist while God himself
the infinite distance and depth of heaven.~— | ceasingly, eternally as it beats, like the pulse | but waits in humble faith, he will, even by shall live. -
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S CQ@, (i main. Hence it is that we find men assent- | of Sectarianism soon sink after them, and the | East, the Jew, l;hc Gsirmnln, the '\S\’cl]chlm:m, the
E3h B \ I . ' Cr Englishman, all are brothers. uch life is in

4 of & : . — ank i 3 ; y S . .
=\ [jL @)1 [¢ Q ﬁt‘btta“t ing to such a dogma us this—that all mankind | genius of pure and uncorrupted Chnstxam'l) Liberal Christianity. 1 believe that this School
are created with a naturc totally corrupt— {rise triumphant over all, and work out its {isto do much to draw together and unite the

whereby they are * utterly indisposed, disa- | myeat desigu, the elevation of mankind—ths }‘l‘OkN}l [:ana ot‘tl:;:l Chur:‘.hluf‘Clms!tl. tII x‘;:;clx\m;
. : s - . . . iy what nane these students ca 1emselve
bled and made opposite to all that is spiritu- | salvation of the world.  Under its sway there

MONTREAL, AUGUST, 1847.
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CREED BONDAGE.

There is slavery of body, and slavery of
mind. DBut many persons who enjoy freedom

ally good, and wholly inclined to all evil, and
that continually.” IIence it is, I say, that we
find men assenting to such a dogma as this,
and at the same time professing a belief in

perfeet liberty.”

when they shall go forth trom this school of the

would be no bondage, either of mind or body. | Prophets. "Lhey may be Unitarians, they may
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is be Christians,  No matter what the name, if they

wo forth with the free spirit of Christ in their
hearts, free themselves from the shackles of bigo-

try, and arc earncst (o make all others as free as
themsetves,  “'his School is destined to diffuse
theological learning in our country, and the
learning it imbues with piety.”

of body, are held in sore bondage of mind.—
The mind is the nobler part of the man, and
if that be enslaved how deplorable is the sla-

the teaching of the wise King of Israel, who

states as plainly as words can do, that ¢ God

made man upright, but they sought out many

. : . . . . m deas et b atver. . .

very. 'The highest subject on which 2 man’s linventions.” Why, if the former doctrine T'he order of services was as follows: _‘Pr'\) er NOTICE.
. . . . Mivpre Crass: 1. * Advantages of the Study of

mind can be engaged, is the subject of Reli- | were true, man would be the only plague-spot =

Feclesiastical History.” DBy Charles M, Tag- 7 The lhours of Public Worship in the
gion. How doubly deplorable then to find {in God’s fair universe. Aud the christian |gart, Ky, 2. “dMartin Luther! By Rush R. | Montreal Unitarian Charch are—ELEVEN o’clock
. . . . Shi \ Pa, 3. YE HA T orsion: R < S
men’s minds fettered on this all-important | mother, to be consistent, should loathe her ;l-“!:l““l’:)ll'\‘:mlf I\iilc;l?:n:.l;aho‘ 01;10"":3‘1’;2801 }13: a.m., and Half-past Sgvey, pan,

n . i . . . . 12, >y i ae . qa. B 4o e . - . ) . e -
topic. Yet notwithstanding all the enlighten- | little laughing babe and push it from herasa pendent being.” By Samuel McKown, 0. 5. | P;rbollf’_(lbb_1"°l‘=: of renting Pews or Sittings
ment we boast of in this advanced and ad- |mass of moral corruption. And the christian |1 John v. 7." By Evans W. Humphrey, 0. 6. {10 the Unitarian u““"Ch ar requested to make

i i . . “Samaritan Pentateuch.” Dy James Elliot, O. |application to the Elders, after any of the publiz
vancing age, we can still find churches and { man, to be cousistent, should secis the deep- -

clergy eager to chain down tho immortal

ANNIVERSARY OF TIHE MEADVILLE
THEOLOGICAL SCIIOOL.

.

g
|
|

7. % Sunday Schools” By Wm. Cushing, Mass, | services.
est depths in the wildest wilderness he could |8, #T'he Character of Balaam.” By Alvin Co-

1ind with their humanly made creeds instead | find, and there burv his head in the dust, and | born, Ve 9. Peter's _Scrmon on the day of | wsy, Ay, EET TRV @ A\ TF T
m L. J . . ’ 1ere bury h,ls head in the dust, Pcnl‘ccos(.” 3y Nathaniel O. Chaffer, Maso.— lB[\D D‘.IS;.\) lﬁ \[Dl!.‘.‘l N 'L‘\]L/LU
of leaving it frec as God intended, and point- |be ashamed and afraid to look out upon the| g “Religious Liberty.” By Liberty Billings, AT
: ing it to the Bible as the only fountain of { Sun.

But the feelings of the wother and the | Me, 11, “ Critical Editions of the Greck Testa- C. BRYSON’S BBDK-STDRE
n » 24t o -
everlasting truth and bidding it drink its fill | reason of the man both revolt atit. Solomen | Went: by Stillman Darber, Mass.—Sexion s

. . Py . Crass: 12, “The Characteristics of Effective | §%' " RANCOIS XAVIER STRIECET
there. TFreedom in body and in mind is the |is right, and the Westminster Catechism js e hdat i @

s < d bl
Preaching.” By Daniel Boyer, Pa, 13, ¢ Plety
H H ::‘ ”y 3 el o 3 ! \#
inalienable birthright of every human being. | wrong. Let us illustrate this matter by an- jin a Minisier.” By Peter Betseh, N. Y. 14,

. L rpvIE Eatire Worles of Winnian Erne
Yet, when certain religious systems ave to be |other example.  Multitudes assent to this :,1\;::"'1 11\{1‘:1“" 1",';‘:;:;‘ Ministry." By George Crasxing, D.D.yin lw:)I v(lsl‘x:nlc.;.’ T
dogma, that God has, by an eternal decree,| 7 co‘rrcspom]cnt of the New York ¢ Christian | ,, 1 1¢ .'El;;i;‘y “;i?"?"“' _Of lhlc Rev. Onvisie
the intellect of man in the very cradle, by the | predestinated a certain nud definite number of | Inquirer writes the following letter: ;fl N(,\: Y”l:]l\m (f:fcly}glgxﬁgrcgv‘:f 1}‘:{
coils of & worn-out, technical theology. IIow [menand angels to everlasting life, and fore- < Meadville, Pena., July 1, 1847, ! I ! -1

. . . - e S orror—Thi i - )
successful have been their efforts and how jordained a certain and definite number to ev- Mr. Eprror—This has been to me an inter A ComMENTARY oN THE Four GosPELS.

' ” _ |esting day. Qur Theological School in this place | By the Tev. A. A, Live
melancholy the consequences of that success | erlasting death ; and all this without any refe- {,c reached the close of its third year. To-day ¥ " ‘f’“ o \. L‘“ ("n““"‘"
} s . - e 1i P ises: and Tue Essexrtian Farrn or THE Usiversan
he that runncth may read. If a voice is|rence whatever to the faith or actions of the | I have witnessed its anuiversary exercises; an Cuunenr, Dedueed from the Sacred Records
raised in defence of the rights of the human | creatures so predestinated and foreordained since the public services, I have mot the students By H'u‘r}ét i\I'u‘l'n nu ¢ PHEIEE et
- ; ° ‘ I ) : " tof the School, the Profussors, the visitors and 77 "% * "w“' '
mind—if the fetters of the creed are cast friends, at the delightful mansion of 1. J. Huide- La For pr L’Eerise UxtverseLLe 3 D’-
R R . . . . . . e 5 N . . o8 LIS S BoT: D e 3.
aside and its authority renounced—if some |the same time affirm that God is just and {koper, Esq. By hope for the progress of Liberal i:;"“ LES SAINTES, J"C“I,TURE“' _ Par Dile.
lovi anin tl ixit of Galil iful. and i .. r Christianity in this country was never so strong artiveat.  Traduit de PAnglais,
truth-loving man in the spirit of Gulileo assert | merciful, and that those Seriptures are true | 5 (O™ by o ootablishment of this School cre. |  SCRIPTURE Proors axp Scriprurarn Ii-
and exhibit some great, neglected doetrine, | which teach that “God is no respecter of jates « new era in this good cause, LusTRATIONS oF Usrrariaxissi- By Joln
“ But, first, let me tell you of the closing exer- | Wilson. 3rd Edition, revised and enlarged.

cises.  Yesterday there was an examination of all |« pavery tost e . i i
. ) " . 9 . ' A dvery text conRected with thoe Trinitarian controversy
ethrighteousness shall be accepted with him.” } 4 classes in the studies of the year. Conclusive y

. .. . . ¢ ! on both sides of the question, is noticed in this volume.

ed to as in his time, yet the very same spirit | and that every man shalf be rewavded accord- | evidence 1wn.:; gl\'n}i‘lﬂmt the year lmls bctt'-n'I{‘;"Cd "he hook is divided into two purts, "The first of these cons
. . ar s . . i ard work. ie great principles o 100-

Ng which broke the heaxt that exalted man, will | ing to his works. Could doctrines be more with hard work great principlc

; X tains ¢ the Seripture evidence of Uniturisnism ;! Uit second,
” . B logieal Edueation were hmught to view by the | the aileged Seripture evidence for 'Irinitarinnism.'  In
be manifested in whatever form the age will {oppased to each other than these are?  An- | Professors, and the students in their answers

the first purt, besldes quoting the texts ns they sppear in the
other example and we have done. Dalti- evinced an acqu:xintnmfc with lh'nm and their va- | authorised version, Mr. Wilson furnishes us, in many enses;
. . Co rious applications which nothing but  fuithful | with & variety of renderings, by scholars of acknowledged
tudes hold it as a fundamental article of fuith, study ean give. Afier the examination, in tho
trifling - degree, has his name cast out as[that “ Gon the Farurs, and Gop the Sox,

upheld, we find multitudes striving to strangle

They assent to such a dogma as this, and at

in opposition to wide-spread popular error,— | persons, but that in every nation he that work-
although the dungeon dare not now be resort-

S—

admit of.  Inthis age the man who sets him-
self in opposition to popll]ﬂl' error 1n ever £o eminenee ; aud throughout the whole he presents us with
cvening, the Anni\'crsary Sermon was prcachcd n series of, forcible and- pertinent romarks of his owa,  Ia -
. - . . - . . . 4 . n P N 1 t, 1 s ol C G ’ X i
evil, and himself stigmatized as a heretic and {and Gop the Hory Giost, are co-nssexriar |18 the Unitarian Church, by Elder J. B. Church, j the second part, ho not only eites the. controverted toxts in
i | of Spring, Penn.  His subject was the coming full, but also gives * iflustrative texts ' Lo throw light on the
a dangerous person. Ifhe differ from popular |and co-ETERNAL ;—TIREE PERSONS EQUAL itt | o Christ. meuning of the prominent terms which uppear in them,"—
opinion on one point, be it ever so plain and [ rower and erory.” They hold this, T say,| ¢ 'The anniversary excreises to-day have been | fieston Christian Ezamincr
: P e - . . . . 1, we hav, - 2 2 3 OF ' 33 bei
intelligible, his whole system of opinions will | and at the same time regard those sceriptures excellent .I"ds‘“’ ¢ have had a fine commence Tue C.ONCFSS‘,ON’ oF TriNrTARIANS 5 being
. ” ment hicre in Western Pennsylvania. The meet- | a Selection of Extracts from the most emi-
as true, which declare that there is but one

ing was in Divinity Hall Chapel. A highly re- | nent Biblical Critics and Commentators.
God, and that “God is onc;" they regurd |spectable audience were present, nearly filling the | By John Wilson.

. . _ . . Lo chapel, which might hold two hundred and fifty.
(¢4 - =] * - - . g ) E=

{'nr himself to recolnmsie the true distinguish- | that Apostle as divinely inspired who asserts A platform was crected, on which sat the Profes.

ing features. This will ever be the case un- | that  there is but one God, the Father ;" and

sors; and in front, upon a slightly raised plat-
til Education has done its perfect work in |they profess o deep respeet (and really have | form, was a table at which the students read their

. . : dissertutions.  Me. Stebbing, who is President of X e hosatrn T el ’
; the world, and until Christ be firmly scated |a deep respeet) for the teachings of that Sa- | e Board of Instruction, presided with much dig- D.D., of Manchester, England.

t » 3 ‘) W , H B
nity; and when he came forward and addressed \V! lIU“ P{.}{i{{or_ ﬂlf" use Oth]r.lS“(m F.;ml]l'(,s.
Now, how the graduating Class, and gave them their eertifi- f 1}71 2 Tllb"\‘;(’eniqcmmﬁul:llngﬁhe Pragtice

; 2 .' rship. > .
- o cates, the whole audience were moved to teurs. (1),( ".:ml y yorship y the Rev. J. Scous
are these anomalies to be accounted for!  On { "I'he dizsertations were all good, and some of them orier.
o other subject whatever, do we find men | excellent.  Some were plain and sensible, some | L’ig'mnis 1‘;“ ‘CH]RIS?;AN Doctrive. By
. . . s . : ite cogent and logical, and three or four | the Rev. A. Peahody, Pastor of the Sonth
: interfere between God’s e and his ow ding < .| rere qut 2 e e h i
" vou.: L n | thinking and speaking as they do on the sub [ could mention, which were lighly finished, | Congregational Chureh, Portsmouth, N. H,

| soul; then will he not submit to any human |jeet of Religion. On all other matters, they | benutiful compositions, All wero both written| Tite APoLOGY oF e Rev. TurormLus
- authority in matters of roligion, unless the |are gencrally consistently right, or consis- :;nd lspokcn in nrcmnrl}mbly carnest spirit. [ am|Linnsay, M. A, on resigning the Viecarage

: . . o deeply interested jn these you n,  They atteriel: kshir
: man preswmmning to interfere can show a spe- | tently wrong. But on this, the highest of all ceply 5 young men hey | of Cattericlz, Yorkshire.
?' . :

be misrepresented—in many cases they will
be so caricatured that it is almost impossible

HisToric AND Anristic ILLUSTRATIONS oF
e Trizrry; showing the Rise, Progress,
and Decline of the Doctrine, with Elucida-
tory Engravings. By the Rev. J. R, Beard

upon his throne in every heart; then will|viour who has himself deelared, that the Fa-
| every man be brought to understand his owa | ther is ““the only TrRur Gon.”
true value, and respect the mental rights of
others ; then will he permit no other man to

come, some from the plough, some from the me- THe REMONS .
. .. . , . ) k& & X E RE TRANCE OF A UNITA , Ad-
cial patent from Heaven, authorizing him to |subjects, all is anomalous. 1Ilow, we ask|chanic’s shop, and some from the pulpit of the . R1aN. Ad

do so.

S L2 . dressed to the Right Rev. T : 35
| acain, is this to be accounted for! It is the Christian Connection, in “'.hw}‘ they have begun D.D., Lord B‘J}‘:F of étsz'i&?&Ll ISBBmg":&:’
B .. . . = . to preach as they could, without theological ed- Tames Gifford, R. N . y Lapt.

. at this is not the whole extent of the in- {creed system that has done it all. Tt hus | geation. They arc here because they hunger and | o ’ .
| jury brought on by creed-bondage. Here we |cramped men’s minds and brought them into [thirst for knowledge, that they may be uscful Tur Aronin: Sacrirrce—a Display of

. L . . inisters, ‘They are right carnest, ready to tur Love, not of Wrath. By the Rev. Noah
have scen the evils it wo F ministers P = » Teady n
; vils 1 : uld inflict upon the { bondage. .It has discouraged ho.nest enquiry, | way, to live any how, to dress in any man- Worcester.
[ man who escapes from its fetters. Tt would | by arrogating an authority to interfere be- |ner, ready to work, to save, to receive gifts, that | [“ETTERS ADDRESSED To RELATIVES ANp
'PL pursue him as the slave-holder would pursue | tween the honest enquirer and the Book of | they may be prepared to preach the Gospel effec- Frienms, chicfly in Reply to Argumens in
. . R . e . . tually—truly., 1 heard of instances of self-sacri- | Support of the Dactrine of the Trinity. By
arunaway slave ; and who sees in the liberty [life. The indifferent and the fecble-minded -

) ; fice among the students, and of brave Inbour that | Mary S. B. Dana, author of the ¢ Southern
gained by one, an additional reason to look | will always rest contented enough under the | surprised me. Oneman is to start at day-light to- | and Northern Harps,?? ¢ The Parted Family,»
more closely after those which remain.—

A . i travel on foot, earrying with | &c.
ter of reed ; they are thus saved the | o roW morning, ! o :
H it is that in pl I liberal holler v ereed; they € hin such elothes ns he needs, through the whole] THE RtcoLiEcTions oF JoTuanm Anpen-
ence it is that in places where libera
— churches have been planted, there has gener-

trouble of thinking for themselves, and per- [length of Ohio, e goes to preach; and he|SON. By the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-

sons of this description will not be likely to | has sent on his appointments before him, averag- | bridge University, New England.

R . . . L. ing onc every day until the close of the vacation, Servons.: By the Rev. F. W. P. Green-
ally been a disposition amongst the leaders of | perecive their true position.  But the man of | (i Ny ey M again for the study of an.

| ~creed-bound churches to enforce with greater

stringency their peculiar creeds and articles
of faith, This leads to the anomaly we so
often witness, of multitudes holding fast to a
bible belief with one hand, and grasping a
ereed belief with tho other, fearing, as it
were, that the Bible should bring them too far
away from their favourite faith, In this con-

unshackled thought and independent action
can hardly remain so. Ile will make lis
choice of standards, and adhere to the stan-
dard which he seleets. If the Bible; he will
join us in our endeavour to raise that Book
supreme over all mere human forms. Would
it not he well for mankind, if all these were
consigned to the dust, where their framers

Christians.

1 am interested too in the catholie spirit which | -
fills this School. Here are young men from four
or five different denominations, from every part of

wood, D.D., Minister of King®s Chapel, Bos-

other year. This case is not onc alone; other {ton. ~In two volumes.
students go in other dircctions. So they did last
summer; and so they do every vacation. Here | fyr Christian Worship, By the Rev, F. W. P-
we have something of the spirit of the early ) )

A CorLLEcTION oF PsaLms aND Hymns
Greenwood, D.D.
" JUST RECEIVED,

) A BUPFLY OF
“WARE ON TIIT, FORMATION OF THE CHRIS-

the northern half of our republic—their speceh
marked by the peculiar accent of many nations

T{AN CHARACTER.

I~ Nooks may be obtained on lonn from the Unitarian

Congregational Library, on application to the Librariun
off o= g pF tha reablin sren o

and tongues : but they alllive in harmony—they
are all one in Christ Jesue  "Tha Woet and the

dition thousands are perfectly satisfied to re- | have gone long since? Then would the spirit
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CUTHE MOURNER.

Upon the ocean's wave-worn shore,
T mark’d a/'solitary form,
Whose brooding brow and features wore,
The darkness of the coming storm ;
And rom his lips the sigh that broke,
"So long within his bosom nurs'd,
In decp and mournful accents spoke,
Like troubled waves that shiv'ring burst.

Then.as he paz’d on earth and sea,

Girt with the gath’ring night,
is soul, life-wearied, long'd to flce,

And rest within itg final goal. :
e thought of her whose love had beam'd,

The sunlight of his ripen’d ycars, :
But now her gentle mem’ry seem’d

“T'o brim his cye with bitter tears.

* Oh ‘Thou Bless'd Spirit {"—~thus he sigh'd—
" Smilo on me from thy realm of rest!
My dark and doubting spirit guide,
By conflict torn and grief oppress’d;
Tench me in ev'ry sadd'ning care,
To séo the chast’ning hand of Heav'n,
The sotl's high culture to prepare,
- Wiaely and mercifully giv'n,

¢ Cowdd T this sacred solace share, .
*T would still my struggling bosom’s moan,
And the deep peaccfulness of prayer,
Might for my heavy loss atone.
Earth in its wreath of summer flowers,
And all its varied scenes of joy, + - .
Its festal halls and echoing bowers,
* No more my darken'd thoughts emplay.

“ But Aere the billows® heaving breast,

" And the low thunder'’s knclling tone,
Speak of the wenricd soul’s unrest,

Its murmurings and eonfliets lone.

And yon sweet star, whose golden gleam

" Pierces the tempest’s gath’ring gloom,
In the rich radiance of its heam,

- 'Tells me of light beyond the tomb !

N. Y. Christian Inquirer.

UNITY OF GOD.

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON,

Delivered before one of the Universalist Associa-
tions in Connecticut,

'BY REV B. B. HALLOCK.

Striving together for the faith of the Gaspel. == PLil, i 37,

With this view, let us proceed, first, to
notice the ebjects of faith; and, as the lead-
ing and mostimportant one, stands the being
of God. As the Apostle says, “they that
come to God must believe that he is, and
that he is the rewarder of all who diligently
seck him.” " To us there is but otie God;
and in this aspeet he is presented in the
Gospel ; and -we' think: that-we have. the
faith of the Gospel when we believe in the
unily, the undivided oneness. of Jehovah.
This is an important point, one from which
we would not be seduced by vain philoso-
phy, or the denunciations of heresy. As the
Gospel saysuothing of a triune God,. Wé re-
ject the dogma of theTrinity, howeverit may
be -surrounded by Athanasian, Calvinian,
Hopkinsinian, or other ecclesiastical names.
We have -no'synipathy with'that bair splis-

_ling distinction between being and person,
hwman nature and diviné nature, which some
theological ‘sages * have. made. To us, if
God is a person, he is a Beéing, one being,
one ynind, agent or Supreme, underived, un-
connected  with,. and- independent of, any
other being or person in the universe.” When
our Saviour said, * There is none good but
one, and that is God ;** when Paul said to us,
¢ There is. onc God; even the Father,” we
have no intimation given-that they intended
to be understood as meaning something dif-
ferent (ront'the unity of avy other person or
heing. “There is no more reason to believe
that they regarded thé Deity as possessed of
a threc-fold ‘wature, than ‘we have 'that ihe
sacred penman rogarded Joseph as a triune
Leing, when he said he was a ** goodly per-
son.” The idea of three persons in one being,
is a soleeism.  The meaning of person 1s
Jjust.as obvious to:ordinary minds as the sun,
and it is no more necessary to enquire what
is,. understood, by .personalily, to assertain
what is. meant by a:person; than itisto find'
out: the physical essence of, the sun to know
what object. is called. by: that name. . One
person Means one intetligent being, and two
persons must mean two intelligent beings,
and so0 0n. .-To say, then, that the-one self-
existent God is three self-existent persons, is
the same as to say that he is three self-exis-

tent, intelligent boings, whieh involves a pal-

pable,contradiction, - o
The "arguments cmployed - to ;prave the
doctrine.of the Trinity, to my mind just as

clégriy, prove that ‘there are three’ Gods in,

oue; as they ‘o’ that theré are {hree pirsons
inone God. The Trinitarign will"tell us
that the Son'is. God; he creates, he is om-
niscient and omnipotent s, he is Mediator.—
the Father is.not.., The Holy .Ghost,is.Ged ;
he ‘convicts of sin, regeverates and sanctifies
the sinmer. _Iere we haye, three persons, or

intélligént"beings or.agenls, each acting in

hig own sphere and office; cach having his
jown will, consciousness and identity; and
if they do not constituie three distinet and
positive beings, we do not know how to ex-
press the idea of three intelligent beings,  Ts
Christ aperson, and notabeing? Isthie Holy
Ghost a person, yet not a being?  Or is the
word person, when applied to God, =o en-
tirely different from its usual and patural
sense? 'When we hear of three persons lov-
ing each other, and conversing with each
other and performing seperate and distinet
oflices, bow can we come to any other ra-
tionnl conclusion, than that Father, Son and
Holy Ghost are three different intelligent
beings, minds, and agents? Weean as casily
se¢ how three Washingtons can make one
man, as three persons, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, can make one God, The object of
our faith presented in the Gospel, is the
Father. Tle aloneis God. Ile is one per-
son, No one is equal to him in the uni-
verse, nor can ‘be; and we may challenge
the whole Christian world to produce a single
passage from the New Testament in which
the term God meaus three persons.  On the
contrary, the word, as well as the term
Father, 1s limited to one individual and un-
divided boing. The doctrine of three per-
sons in the Godhead is not a doetrine of the
Gospel ; hepee a faith in this dvctrine is not
the faith of the Gospel.

“So entirely. do the Scriptures abstain
from stating the T'rinity, (says a distinguish-
ed divine) that when men would insert it
into their creeds and doxologies, they are
compelled to leave the Bible, and to invent
forms of words altogether unsanctioned by
Sciiptural phraseology. That a doctrine so
strange, so liable to misrepresentution, so
fundamental as this is said to be, and requir-

ing such careful exposition, should be left <o

undefined and unprotected, to be made out

by inference, and to be hunted through

distant and detached parts of Seripture, this

is a difficulty which, we think, no ingenuity

can explain.”

It is well known that Christianity, from

its first introduetion into the world, has had

to contend with all kinds of opposition.—

More especially had Christ and the Apostles

many objections to answer, much prejudice

to overcome, and viclent opponents to con-

tend with. Now if the doctrine of the Trin-

ity had been insisted on by the Apostles ; if
this had been a fundamental object of Chris-

tian faith, there ean bs no question but the

Pharisecs and Tndaizing teachers, who held

to the unity of Gad, would have raised their

volce againstit. - They did oppose the doe-

a single epistle or book in the Now esta-
it. But what is the fuet?

relative to the Trinity.

the doctrine of the Prinity conld be preached
and denied and eontroverted in the primitive

history be found in all the New Testament 2
This, to us, is an unanswerable argumerst
for the position that the "I'rinity, in the Apos-
tles' times, was not regarded as any part or
portion of the faith of the Gospel.  Besides
this, we may observe that not only our Sa-
viour, but s Apostles, insisted on the duty
of worshipping the true God, the Father.—
Are we to suppose that they loft their hearers
in a divided, distracted state of mind in re-
gard 1o the proper and real object of love
and devotion and praise? 1t they present-
ed three cocqual, infinite persons, for their
adoration, whom would they prefer—ormust
they worship thewr all? We think this is
the manifest tendency of the doetrine, to dis~
tract and disturb that singleness of mind,
that ardent veneration for the one only living
and true God, which ought to prevade the
mind of the worshipper. If, as iscontended,
that angels and men worsiipped Christ,
'ought we not to worghip him now? When
we worship God, do we wership Christ and
the Holy Ghost at the same time? If we
da not, do we not withhold from them their
dde? If they -are persons, cqual in power,
 substance and glory, with the Father, shall
we: not render them, divine homage? We
regard the Trinity as unfriendly to that spirit
of true devotion, that concentrated, undivid-
ed aftection, and thatsupreme homage which
God. requires at our. hands.

The faith of the Gospel, then, for which
we are lo strive together, . has not, for on¢ of|
its objects, a triune God; but the vne God

days of Christianity, and not a trace of its [ over a guilty world ?

who is above all, and Lord of ali! Hereis
but one being, onc person, onc infinite Fath-
cr, in whom all the temporal and spiritual
blessings of the race mect as their source and
centre ! Tohim aloneshould weé render the
homage of our hearts; from him alone com-
cth down every goad and perfect gift. We
may say with Derzhavin:

“Thou from primeval nothingness didst call
First chnos, then existence—Jord ! on thee
Eternity hiad its foundation j all .
Sprung forth from thee ;—of light, joy, harmony
Sole origin ; all life, all beauty thine,

Yes ! in thy spirit doth thy spirit shine,

As shines the sunbeam in a drop ofdew !
Weak! yet Tlive, and on EHope's pinions fly
Eager toward thy presence; for in thee

J live,and breathe, and dwell, aspiving high,.
Even to thethrone of thy divinity, -

I 4o, oh God, and surcly thew must he!”

The faith of the Gospel, then, recognizes
Tehovaly as the one living and true God;
there is none beside him.  He is Gad alone,
not as Mr. Emmons says, * there is some-
thing in the Divine Being which renders it
necessary that he should exist in three per-
sons.”” Notas Dr. Spring says, * His indi-
visible essence comprises three distinet per-
sous.”  Not as Ir. fopkins and others hold,
that he is three i vne.  Not as the Presby-
terian Coafession of Faith says, “In unity
of the Godhead there be three persons of one
substance, power and eternity : God the Fa-
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.”
But as one being, one person, one supreme
intelligent God, who is over all, and above
all, and the Father of all.

Second, Jesus Christ is the objcet of the
taith of the Gospel. The nccessity and im-
portanee of believing in Christ can hardly
be questioned, when we refer to his own
language : *This is the work of God that ve
Lelieve on him whom he hath sent.”  #+ Je-
sus said unto them, I am the bread of lile;
he that cometh 10 me shall never hunger,
and he that believeth on me shall never
thirst.”—¢¢ This is the will of him that sent
me, that cvery one whieh seceth the T.ord,
and believeth on him, may have everlasting
lite, and I will raige him up at the last day.™
—¢ Jesus saith unto Martha, I am the res-
urrection and the life; he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he lives
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me,
shall never die.” "When the jailor at Phil~
ippi asked Paul and Silag, ¢ Sirs, what must
I do 1o be saved 7—they said, “ Believe on
the T.ord Jesus Christ, and thoushalt be sav-
edy and thy house.” Tt is the command-

trine of the resurrection, and that of salva- | ment of God, (says John,) that we should
tion by grace ;; and why is it that in none_of | believe on the ‘name of his- Son, Jesus
the Aposiles’ writings, not one word is said | Christ.”
of therc being any opposition to the Lrinity ? tize the eunuch, he said,  I{ thou believest
There can hardly be a doubt, it seems to me, | with all thine heart, thou mayest be baptis-
that if' the first preachers of the Gospel, be-|ed.”
ginning at Jerusalem, had proelaimed the|ed to himn Jesus, and the eunueh’s answer,
doetrine of three infinite and equal persons | shows the objeet of his faith : «1 belicve that
in the Godlicad, we should hardly have had | Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” :

When Philip was about to bap-

Believest whar 7 He had just preach-

We need not continue these quotations;

ment, that is destitute of defence and expla- | what have been cited are suflicient to show
nation, and strong arguments, in reference to | the importance of faith, and what is one of
Not a word is|its prime objects.
uttered, not a hiot dropped, of the controver- | and one of some consequence : whatmustwe
sies and reproachies and misapprehensions | believe 7 Must we believe that Jesus Christ
1f & man must be | is the sccond person in the adorable Trinity?
burned with a fire of grecn wood in the six-| That be is the Creator of heaven and carth?
teeuth century of the Christiun Church, for | Or that heis very and eternal God?
denying this doctrine, canit be supposed that | we believe that lie was sent of the Father 10

Now the question arises,

Must

purchase the divine tavor, and ward oft'the
uplifted sword of his vengeance, that flashed
Must we believe with
the Contfession of I aith, that it was requisite
that Christ should be God, that he might be
sustained under the infinite wrath of God?
that lic suflered to satisly divine justice, and
received the punishment on his owninnocent
person that was due to transgressors? Must
we believe with Calvin, that Christ actually
descended into hell, and endured the tor-
ments of a soul damned to cternal fireT—
Must we belicve that our sins were imputed
to him, and his rightcousness is imputed to
us? Are these, or is any one of these, what
is meant by having foith in Christ, or what
we are to uuderstand by the faith of the
Gospel?  Is this the faith for which we are
to strive together ; which we are to encour-
age and promole amoug men; which is to
work by love and purify the heart ; which is
to sustain us ivsorrow, comfort usin tribula-
tion, and give us the victory over death and
the grave? We do not beliove it is. The
Seriptures as truly and as uniformly repre-
sent the oneness of Christ, his distnet and
personal unity, as they do that of God. e
is not a person of threefold being, but a per-
son or being of himself—he was as truly one
as onc of you or myself is one. S
‘We have objected to the doctrine of the
Trinity, because it makes the Deity to con-
sist of three intelligent beings; it also makes
Christ to consist of ‘wo beings. When we
produce the saying of Christ, * my Father
is greater than I¥—ah! that. means we are
told, his human nature! When we say

—

we are told he had two natures=<tlichuman-

ity and the divinity ; theone was wealk, §iib-

jeet to death. and pain-as we are, the other

was Almighty'; -the one ‘was ignotrant; and

the other ommiscient 5 the one was a man,

and the other.was a God. ; Then he was two

beings, as” much as man is one and God is

one. 'We regard such a view as this not

only repugnant'to the plain dictates of com-

1101 sense, butas unscriptural, and a corrup-

tion and deformity of Christianity.  Accord-

ing to this hypothesis, Chrisi’ had tiva dis-

tinet, seperate natures.  One did not'symipa-

thize with the other—it_had no congeniality -

ot fellowship with it.  One was a God, and

therefore could not huhgcr nior thirst, nor suf-

fer, nor dic; the other was a man, and : did

all of these. .. There was the will . of man,

the mind of man, and. the »ill and mind of

God mysteriously combined in him. This

seems (0 us @ tax too great to lay on miortal

credulity. o o
When our Lord asked Peter the question;

“«YWhom say ye that I am?” and Simon

Peter answered and said, ** Thot-art .the

Christ, the Son-of the living God,” Jesus ap-

proved the reply, and gave him to under-

stand that his faith was right; but in these

days of theological. light, it is rank heresy

to believe that Christ is simply the Son. of

Glod ; we must believe that he is God him-

self. S
We have no intimation given in the sacred

Scriptures, by the disciples and  apostles

who heard the gracious words of nur Saviour,

that some things which he said procceded

from the divine nature, and others from the

human. Nor do we ever find him saging,

this I speak as a man, thatas a God 3 this T’

perform as a bumaa being, and that 1 do as

a divine being; this isthe result of my hu-

man will, and that of my divine will.” No,

Christ was one being, one person, one mind,

and as distinet and identical as Moses or Paul. ¢
Wlhen our Saviour dirceted his disciples i

to pray to the Faiher, did he intend to have &

them pray 1o himself?  Wlen he told them

that God had clothed the field, and provided

for the birds of heaven, and caused liis sun to

rise on the evil and the pood, and sent his

rain on the just and the ynjust, did he meanto

be uneerstoad that it was he himscelf, Christ,

that did these?  We are certain he did not.

How then was Jesus Christ verily the cter-

nal Gad? By a eareful examination of the

passages which define the idemtity and dis-

tinct personality of God and Christ, we find |

that they plainly represent him as another

being besides the Father, as subordinate to

the Ifuther, as being sent, and anointed, and

delegated, and empowered by the Father,

and ‘of himsel{ ‘able ‘to -do. mothing.' " The’

Scriptures, especially the New Testament,

abounds with such language. Who could

have thought from this langnage that Christ

was the Eternal God?  'hat instead of be-

ing the Son, he was also the Father, instead

of being the one sent, he was the very being .

who scut the Mediator; instead of being the

dependent, suppliant and confiding Son, who

prayed to the Almighty, he was himself that

Almighty Creator and Jehovah !

1 know that it will be said there are passa-

ges which ascribe to Christ creative power,

omniscience, eternity, aud other attributes of

the Deity., We have not time, nor is it ne- '

cessary to cite them and ckamine them, bat

this we may remark, they are comparatively

very few in proportion to those that plainly

define the supremacy of the Father and the

inferiority of the Son; and we ouly ask our

opposing brethren to putthese passages to the

same test that they do other passages whose

literal and unqualified sense would involve

an absurdity, or a contradiction. For exam-

ple, we are commanded to cat the flesh and.

drink the blood of Christ.. Qur Trinitarian

brethren can explain this so as (o have it~ !

afford no evidence of the strange dogma of

transubstantiation ; and when it is said ** The-

Lord revengeth,” and is angry, and jealous,

and that bie has hands, and eyces, and feet,

and wings and feathers;: when it is said,-

“IWe must hate father and mother,”.. &e., - :

they can explain’ all such passages so as j

to accord with reafon, and the general te--

nor of Scripture. - he same rule.of inter- A |
pretation would bringthe strongest texts em-~ i

ployed by Trinituriaus, jn perfeet harmony Fi
and keeping with the’ unity of God and ‘of | l

Christ;-with the truth of the Scripture, ** My .«
Father is greater than I, my Father is great. N
er than‘all.”” "% One Lord, one faith, oneg’ '
baptism, -orie God and:Father of all, who is et )
above all, and.through all,;and in you all.—,. ]
#To us there is but ane God, the Ifather, of
whom are all things,’ and ‘we“in hini; and’ 4
one ' Lord :Jesus- Christ, iby:'whom are: alli
things, and we by him" ;. co

N. Y., Clristian Messengere. ;
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