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E PRESBYTERIAN,

SEPTEMBER, 1866.

% ONTEDERATION of the
Provinees has at last been car-
ried, waiting only the layal
assent to be confirmed.  The
cducation question in Lower

v .
et Canada has been practically
X h
SR settled, and it has been de-
F ie clared that scerarinn schools
¢ - - .
A in their very worst form are

to be continued amongst us.  The mistake
which we were alone in pointing out, of
advocating sectariani=sm against sectaria-
nism—DProtestant schools against Roman
Catholic schools—has borne the fruit which
alone could have been expeeted. Repeatedly
we have pointed out that the true ground
to have taken, in epposing the claims of the
Roman Cathalics to control the cducational
iustitutions of Lower Canada, was to de-
mand for Lower Canada not Irotes
tant but Common Schools, where those of
all creeds and denominativns could receive
their cducation together, aud meet on onc
common ground. This was not done. An
association was formed for the promotion
of, Lrotestant cducation in Lower Canada,
and the resnlt that might have been fore-
scen has taken place. By a juggling upon
werds the Romish priesthood put forward
their demand, that before justice wounid be
done to Lower Canada the Commnon School
system of Upper Canada must be broken
up, and what they were pleased to call the
privileges granted to Protestants in Lower

annd:.\ must be extended to Roman Ca- -
tholics’ in Upper Canada, while they know

that the two systems are dinmectrically

opposite to cach other. The amount of |

Jgunorauce on this subject scems almost in-
credible. Lied away by the name of Protes-
tant, as applied to themovement for obtain-
ing some small measure of justice to those
who object to the teaching of Romish Cate-
chisws, creeds and idolatry in what ought
tobe the Common Schools of Lower Ca-
nada, our legislators appear to have been
unable to judge for themsclves as to the

* real merits of the question, At first sight
' it might seamn as if' the difference that
" exists between the two sections of the Pro-
vinee might be casily understood. Vet so
little has the question been studied, so in-
different are even those who profess to lead
public opinion as to the true points at
1ssue. that mistakes of the most ludierous
kind, were their cffects not so serivus, have
been and are being daily committed. At
the risk of repeating what ought to be well
. known we may briefly recapitulate the dif-
ferences between the two systems, merely
* reminding our readers that nominally they
are the same, and that whenever a fresh
demand is to be made by Roman Catholics,
it is taken for granted that they are used
in the same way by the respective majo-
: rities, Protestants in Upper Canada teach-
ing their peculiar religious dogmas, exactly
in the same way as Roman Catholics in
Lower Canada teach theirs, and that, there-
fore, if nou-catholies object to have their
* children taught Roman Catholic doctrines
in Common Nchoels in Lower Canada, Ro-
. man Catholies in Upper Canada ask simply
" that their children shall not be taught Pro-
testant doctrines in the Common Schools
of that part of the Province. What is the
real position of these schools? Tn Upper
Canada, they are cmphatically the * Com-
mon  Schools of the country, in which all
the necessary branches of a secular educa-
tion arc taught, in which the children of
parents of cvery belief known on earth may
meet together without any attempt being
made to influence them in their religious
. opinions.  To throw them open to all, Pro-
* testants, who are the large majority of the
1 population of Upper Canada, after long and
! serious deliberation resolved to do without
i the usc of cven the Bible, so that Roman
i Catholics, who profess to believe in that
+ Holy Book, and yet dread its teachings,
| might not have the shadow of an objection
! to offer. It was a great sacrifice to make,
i it marked a noble resolution on the part of
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our Upper Canadian brethren to have all
the children of the country taught, and
trained to become useful members of
society. At the same time, hours were set
apart for religious teaching, and it rested
with parents to say how those hours were
to be employed. The result was most gra-
tifying, and education made rapid strides.
All were satisfied, and the prejudices which
arise among those who are kept apart, and
not allowed to meet together in the daily
intercourse of school life, were passing
away. This did not suit the priesthood.
“They contrived to get up an agitation on
the subject, and by the employment of
means which they so well know how to use,
they succeeded, after years of turmoil, in
getting passed the Separate School bill,
which was to be final. To this the Bishops
were pledged. If there is any force in
words, if any belief can be attached to the
obligations of men who speak with all the
solemnity attaching to the pledges of those
standing in the highest rank in their
‘Church, then the bill known as the Scott
'bill is one beyond which the Catholic priest-
hood are not entitled to pass. But what
vows, what pledges, what obligations can
bind the Church of Rome ? So far are the
laity of the Romish Church from joining
in the Crusade agaiust the Common School
system in Upper Canada, that out of the
whole number of the children of that sect
attending school, barely a fourth are to be
found in the Separate Schools, notwith-
standing every effort made to compel their
parents to send them there; and to show
the impartiality in the appointment of
teachers it is only necessary to say that no
less than three hundred of those employed
arc Roman Catholics.

On the other hand, the so-called Common
School system in Lower Canada is practi-
cally the most rigidly sectarian in the civi-
lized world. It is impossible for parcots
who are not Roman Catholics to send their
children to schools in those parts of the coun-
try where the Roman Catholics are in the
majority, unless they are prepared to allow
of their children being trained to all the
outward forms of that religion. As much
as possible the teachers are either monks
or nuns, and by a special clause in the
statute they are exempt from examination
as to their qualifications, and are removed
from all control except by the Romish
Hicrarchy. Wherever a few families who
are not Catholics are settled in Roman Ca-
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children taught what they believe to be
dangerous errors. Not ouly so, but they
must also contribute to the support of these
schools. Attention has been too exclusi-
vely directed to those parts of the country
in which there are amongst the majority of
the particular district, a sufficiently large
minority to form a dissentient school, and
those places have been overlooked where
amongst the majority composed of Roman
Catholic French, are to be found one or
two families of the same nationality who
are not Roman Catholics. The gross in-
Jjustice done to them has been altogether
forgotten, and too fecble to make their voices
heard, they have been obliged tc submit
in silence. As to Roman Catholics in the
same position it is a very different matter,
for it 1s undeniable that when left to them-
selves they, as a general rule, prefer to send
their children to non-Catholic schools,
acknowledging that the education their
children receive in them is of a much more
useful and liberal kind, than that bestowed
in schools under the control of the priests.
This is matter of fact in Lower Canada,
and has been shown, as we have already
said, in a striking degree in Upper Canada.
The demand for an alteration of the school
laws in Lower Canada was therefore one
which was supported by the strongest
arguments of justice and reason. As at
present constituted, the school laws tend to
foster and create disunion between the na-
tionalities and creeds which make up our
population. They are a source of weakness
fraught with incalculable danger in the fu-
ture. In the minds of the British population
in the Eastern Province, a rankling feeling
of injustice is springing up. The largest
part of the taxes is paid by them, although
smallest in numbers it is they who have
contributed most to the prosperity of the
country, who, by their cnterprise, have
created new chanuels of industry, who have
developed new sources of cmployment.
They sce growing up and overshadowing
them a power against which their fathers
conlended, and to combat which they shed
their blood and gave their lives. It isidle
to cndeavour to conceal the fact. They
have humbly sought to have their claims
considered, to have some slight measure of
justice granted to them, to have some
voice in the management of the education
office, now monopolized by the nominees
of the priesthood. They have waited long
and patiently, believing that, before being

tholic districts, they are debarred from ¢ separated from their Upper Canadian
school, unless they agree to have their | brethren, an instalment of their just claims
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would be given. They feel now that they
have been mocked ; they are told that some
<0 1cessions would be made, if they would
unite in destroying the education system
of Upper Cunada and imposing on it a yoke
which they themselves are unable to bear.
Since the Upper Canadians declined to
sacrifice themselves to the priesthood, they
are told to have faith in the liberality of
the French Canadian Roman Catholics,
and to trust in their spirit of fair-dealing.
Such advice no doubt is kindly meant,
but past experience gives little reason to
trust much to the result. Let meetings be
called throughout the country, it is not
yet too late, and before being hanu d over
to the tender mercies of the priesthocd, let
such a remonstrance be sent to the foot of
the throne as will be heard. Let a full
statement of the true merits of the ques-
tion be sent to the press of the mother-
country, and circulated by every possible
e s, and, strong as may be the influence
of the priesthood here, it is not likely that

our demands will be treated with the con- ’

tempt and indifference they have met with
at the hands of our own legislature.

275

WILSON'S PRESBYTERIAN HISTORICAL
ALMANAC.

With the view of preparing a complete
clerical and congregational record for The
Preshyterian Historical Almanac, packages
of ¢ Circulars of Inquiry” were, 10 June
last, placed in the hands of Presbytery
Clerks, that through them they might reach
our ministers. The publisher respectfully
asks Preshytery Clerks to distribute these
circulars, one of cach kind to every minister,
and at his request Principal Snodgrass will
rceeive them, when filled up, for transmis-

sion to the office of the Almanac. This
| periodical is a most valuable publication,
| devoted exclusively to the interests of Pres-
i byterians on the American continent. The
' labour and expense of issuing it are very
!'grear, and the proprietor deserves every
| possible encouragement in his endeavours
to make it the medium of full information
respecting the various Presbyterian chur-
ches.  Attention to the filling up and
’ forwarding of the ‘¢ Circulars of Inquiry”
will be gratefully accepted as proof of a dis-
position among us to fuvour the enterprise.

Letos of our Ghure).

RESBYTERY OF MON-
TREAL.—The regular meet-
ing of this reverend court
took place on the first of
August, and was constituted by
the retiring moderator, Mr. Clarke,
of Durham. The attendance of
members was good. Commis-
sions in favor of Representstive
Elders were read and sustained.
The Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of St.
Paul's, Montreal, was unanimously etlected
moderator for the current year; he being
present, took his seat. A l.rge amount of
routine business was transacted.

Dr. Jenkins, Convener of the Presbyters’s
Home Mission, submitted & report of their
work, from which we learn that Mr. John Barr,
a licentiate of the Church, bas been appointed
to tac mission of Laprairie, for one year, and
Mr. Elias Mullan, a student of theology in
Queen's College, to the vacant charge of St.
Louis de Gonsague, both these appointments
dating from the 1st of May last. Also that
Mr. Balmain, an ordained minister within
the bounds of tho Presbytery, was appointed
10 labor in the city of Montreal, to be directed
by the convener of the committee. The reports
of Messrs. Barr and Mullan gave much satis-
faction to the Presbytery, and indicate good
resunlts.

Upon requisition from the mission at La-

prairie, and upon representations made by
members of the court, the Presbytery, upon
mature deliberation, in view of the isolated
condition of Laprairie, judging that it would be
for the good of the Church, and of our people
there, agreed to ordain Mr. Barr to the work of the
holy ministry, with a special view to Laprairie,
which they did after carcful and lengthened
examination on the prescribed subjects. Ms.
Barr was suitably charged by the moderator
relative to the solemn duties of his office, as a
minister of the Church of Christ.

Mr. Cochrane, missionary at Elgin, reported
verbally on matters there. The Presbytery
felt much pleased in learning that the mission
at Elgin is takiog steps to be received as a
congregation, in the view of calling Mr,
Coclrane to become their pastor. It is con-
fidently expected that by next regular meeting
of Presbytery Elgin may be in a position to
become one of our gettled charges. Itis grau-
fying thus to see the work of the Presbytery
going on so favorably.

PrespyTERY of Perti—The Presbytery of
Perth, at & meeting held at Smith's Falls on
the cighteenth day of June Iast, received the
trials for license previously prescribed to Mr. R,
Jardine, B.D., Queen's College. The trial-
discourses delivered by Mr, Jardine, and the
other examinations to which he was subjected,

in accordance with the laws of the Charch
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were highly satisfactory to the Presbytery, and
fully sustained the high character which Mr.
Jardine had previously attained for his attain-
ments in literature and theology.

IxpterioNy or Rev. W, WHiTE.—The Presby-
tery of Perth, on the first of August instaat,
inducted the Rev. William White, formerly of
Richmond, to the pastoral charge of the church
and congregation of Kitley.

The settlement was a very harmonious and
cordial one. At th2 close of the induction
setvices, a meeting of the male heads of families
took place, to take steps for the purchase of a
small property in the neighborhood, with a
house upon it, suitable for a manse, or, failing
the purchase of this property, for the erection
of a manse upon the glebe belonging to the con-
gregation.

We trust we shall soon hear of practical pro-
gress made in this matter, alike honorable to
the people, gratifying to the minister, and con-
ducive to his comfort and usefulness.

Missioxanry MeeriNc.—The Annual Missionary
Meeting of St. Andrew’s Church was held on
Monday evening, the Rev, R. Campbell iu the
chair.  On motion of Mr. W. Cowan, seconded
by Mr. Jas. Wilson, Wm. Osborne, Esq., was
nominated by the Congregation as eligible to
be clected a Trustee of Queen's College.

The Chairman then read the report of the
Missionary operations of the congregagion for
the past year, which is as follows:

% The Kirk Session have great pleasure in

reporting the continued success of the syste- |

matic scheme ventured upon as an experiment
four years ago—the plan of raising moneys for
extra-congregational purposes by the agency
of lady collectors. The nature of that agency
is well known, and the hope is felt that the
self-denial and zeal shown by the ladies in the
discharge of their somewhat unpleasant work,
will commend itself to the Congregation. The
moneys collected were expended under the
direction of the Session, in such mauner as the
need and claims of the several schemes seemed
10 require. Arrangements have not yet been
made for appointing the Collectors for the
ensuing year, but they will be made in due time.
The following statement shows the Income and
Expenditure for the year.—~

DISRURSEMENTS,

Paid Home Mission Fund ...... .. ....850 00
Presbytery's Mission ceeeeceesvavasess 20 00
Leith Building Fund..ceoviveviiiiavs 20 00
Bursary Fand ....ciieviiiiirenaneane 13 00
French Mission...veeeiienecviasnaass 13 00
Widows and Orphans..ceeeeevaeecens 12 00
Discount on Silver...evvveccaceeeress 100
POStAZC ceeennanecnacesevtsscnccaass 0 35
Pas3 BOOKS eesseevesecssacosancncsss 0 30

————

$133 65

Leaving a balance on hand of $4.30

The Report being adopted on motion by Mr.
Rintoul, James Croil, Esq., Agent of the
Church, delivered a long and interesting
address on the position and prospects of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection
with the Church of Scotland, and on the dutics
of thie people in reference to her.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

OBITUARY.

Died at his residence, Fineb, on 3rd August,
Mr. Alexander Roy MacMillan, aged 66,

Mr. MacMillan's death was very sudden. On
the evening of Wednesday, 1st August, he
drove home late, through rain and storm, from
a meeting of the Presbytery of Glengary at
Cornwall, a distance of 21 miles. In the course
of Tharsday, he was seized with Canadian
cholera~—10 which he was periodically subject,
ever since a night's exposare to cold and we,
when on duty, as an officer of militia at the
Windmill, Prescott, in 1837—and died at an
early hour the following moraing.

The deceased was a native of Lochaber.
Scouand, and was deeply attached to the
Church of his Fathers, of which for many
years he was an elder. e was a quiet and
unprefending, yet shrewd man, of character
irteproachable, who enjoyed the esteem of his
neighbours and the respect of all who knew
him,

“ Marke the perfect man, and behold the up-
right for the end of thut man is peace.”

Deatn or TR Rev. Jouy Hav.—Died at
Kincardine on the 31st July, after a briefilluess
the Rev. John Hay, late minister of Mt. Forest,
in the 39th year of his age.

Deceased was born in Perth, Scotiand, and
received his elementary education in the gram-
mar school of his native town. e was sent
at an early age to the university of St. An-
drews, and was a distinguished stuadent of that
ancient seat of learning, although his character-
istic self-abnegation did not suller him to aspire
after the academic hunoursto which bis attain-
ments and talents entitied him.  Such was the
constitution of hiz mind that he would have
Leen ashamed of Limselfif he hud found himself
clevated in any way above his fellows.

After he had completed his literary course in
the university, he was for several years assis-
tant teacher of Englizsh and Latin in the aca-
demy where he had received his own ecarly
training ; and in this capacity he acquired an
ealarged acquaintance with polite literature,
whigh, acting on a mind naturally refined, gave
him a taste of rare clegance. :

After receiving license to preach, he was
settled as miaister of the chapel of case, Stanley,
near Perth, andsoon filled the once empty pews
by the uncommon talents which be displayed
in the pulpit, as well as by the kindliness of
his bearing in going out and in among his
humble hearers.

He was on terms of intimacy with many of
the rising young ministers of the Church of
Scotlaad, who will receive with regret the intcl-
ligence of his premature decease.

Circumstances led to his resignation of Stan-
ley chapel in 1857, and in 1858 he received
from the colonial committee an appointment to
Canada. The Presbytery of Hamilton, within
the bounds of which hc was appointed to
labour, sent him to visit their newly opened
stations in the north western portion of the
peninsula, and from the time of his advent
may be dated the commencement of the church's
progress in the counties of Grey and Bruce. A
master in the art of pleasing, by the urbanity
of his manaers, bis self-denying labours, and
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the popularity of his address he made the name | with regret at his loss.

of our Church fragrant in districts where the
calumnies of sectavians had long rendered it
odious.  After a long and self-sacrificing pro-
bation as a missionary he at length in January
1861 accepted a call to be pastor of the con-
gregation of Mt. Forest, one of the stations he
hiad nursed into being. 1le could muster only
cleven hearers to come to his first meeting, but
before resigning his charge, in June last, he
had some 70 or 80 members besides a large
number of intelligently devoted and apprecia-
tive adherents.

In 1862 he was appointed to preach before
the Synod at its meeting in Toronto ; and
although neither the time nor the circumstances
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The address was read
by J. B. Gordon, Eszq, and was replied to by
Mr. Mackid in suitable terms.

MeLpotrnyg, C.E. — PresExtaTion.— On the
evening of Wednesday, Aue. §, after the usual
weekly prayer meeting the members of St

i Andrew’s Church, Melbonrne, C.E., presented

favoured a suitable pieparation, he surprised -
the Synod by the sweetness of his style, the

elegance of his sertiments, and the sofuness,
case and gracefulness of his elocution.
duty which the Synod imposed upon him
was one from which he would gladly bave
escaped, and so different was the estituate he
himself formed, from that of the members of
the Synod, in regard to his ~ppearance on that
occasion, that to use his own words, “he never
£elt s0 like & boy in all his life.”

But the attainment of excellence in all the
higher qualities of 2 good preacher, was not
reached in youth without great labour, or kept
up in manhood without constant study. The
price paid for it was great expenditure of the
nervous force of his constitution, and the result
was that be became a martyr to acute sensibi-
lities. In proportion as he was hrilliant and
charming in his public ministrations he was
subsequently depressed by nervous melancholy.
Sensitive to all the trials of life when in this
condition, as the needle to the pole, the tempta-
tions to which he was cxposed were very
trying ;3 and those with Llunter sensibilities
can little estimate the depth of his sufferings
from this <ource, or appreciate at thewr proper
value his efforts to battle with his morbid ten-
dencies.

In short 2 man of rare genius and accomplish-
ments has passed from among us in the very
middle of his strength, and his memory will be
long reverenced in that section of the church
in which he was best known. Though dead he
yet speaketh. He speaketh, by a noble and
generons life as well as by the echo of his clo-
quent words to the congregations which have
had the good fortune to enjoy his ministrations;
and he speaketh to his friends and brethren in
the ministry by the richness of his faucy, the
quaintness of his humour, and the geniality
of his disposition, qualities by which he en-
deared himself to them. Ile was o man of
whom it may be truly said that Zo know hkim
was to love him.

PresesTaTioN To REv., A. Macrip, Gobericit,
—At the Manse on Friday afternoon, August
3rd, & number of the members of St. Andrew’s
Church waited on the Rev. A. Mackid,
and presented him with a bandsome purse
containing $129, and & kind and feeling ad-
dress, on his retiring from the active duties
of the ministry, 8 & token of their esteem
and regard. Mr. Mackid must have felt deeply
gratified to find so much warm fecling blended

The |

their much esteemed minister, the Rev. T. G.
Swmith, with a purse containing sixty-five dol-
Jars as a small token of their appreciation of
his services, and with the best wishes for his
and his family’s welfare.

Pic-xic aT MELBorRNg.—The children of the
St. Andrew's Church Sabbath School, with
their friends, numbering about 170, met at the
Church, on Tuesday last, July 24,at 11 o'clock.
called to the hour by ti:e sound of a bell heard
for the first time in connection with this
(‘hureh, the very handsome gift of John Thom-
son, Bsqr., of Quebec, from whenee all marched
in procession to a beauliful grove on Mr.
Weob's furm, where a very pleasant afternoon
was spent, there being plenty of swings, and
other games, abundance of good things, and
no lack of animal spirits : both old and young
declared they had hardly ever spent a more
agreeable time.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Tig TNovarn ConrLeGr oF TPHYSICIANS AMND
Srraeons.—The announcement of this educa-

| tional institution is nomv before the public. The

i

Trustees of Queen’s University and the Profes-

sors of the Medical Department of Queen’s Col-
lege baving agreed to a redrganization of the

depariment, an act of incorporation has been

obtained, giving independent powers and privi-

leges to the medical school at Kingston.  The

new school iz, to all intents and purposes.a con-
tinuation of the medical department of the

University here.  The lectures will be delivered

in the same class-rooms as before, and the same

Degree will reward the student at the end of
his carcer. It i5 a mistake to suppose, as has

been publicly asserted, that Queen's University

has abandoned the Medical Faculty in its

teachings. All that the Trustees have done i3

simply to make fresh arrangements with the

medical Professors. But besides being a linenl

descendant of the medical department of,
Queen's College, and inberiting the reputation

of a past career, the newly organized College,

under the charter, is enabled, in its own right,

to grant licenses to practice the medical art.

In this way a double qualification, lighly
valued in England, and indispensably requisite
there for the public service, may be obtained
b; one course of instruction. This benefit,

with that of seeing useful hospital practice at
the Gereral Hospital and Hotel Diey, and the
facilities enjoyed for the study of psychological
medicine at Rockwood Asylum, and for the
pursuit of practical anatomy by reason of the
unclaimed bodics of convicts dying in the Pro-
vincial Penite tiary being given up for dissec-
tion, constitutc advantages appreciable by
every medical studeat. We hope that King-
ston will continue to gain renown as a centre
of academic and professional imstruction.—
Kingston Daily News.



278

Leeacy.—Official notice of & legacy of $2000
to Queen’s College, by the late George Michie,
Esq., merchant, Toronto, has been received
from the exccutors of that gentleman’s will.
The generous act of making this bequest is a
pleasing proof of the interest felt by Mr. Michie
in the cause of higher education, as well as of
his warm attachment to a particular church.
The amount bequeathed will be a most season-
able and material help to the funds of the Col-
lege, which, as the last report of the trustees
to the Synod regretfully certifies, are barely
sufficient to maintain existing efficiency, to say
nothing about undertaking urgent improve-
ments. With the exception of the Mowat
scholarship foundation, the mineralogieal col-
lection of the late Rev. Andrew Bell, and the
books left by Principal Leitch, this, we believe,
is the first bequest to the College. While we may
express the hope that hereafter not a few will
follow so good an example in the final disposal
of their property, we take the opportunity of sug-
gesting to those who feel disposed to promote
important objects during their lifetime, that
they may render a most useful service to their
church and country by devoting a portion of
their means to this institation. Whatever may
be the disposition to respond to our appeals,
let it at least be known that there i3 much need
of assistance. It is with difficulty that the
present staff of professors can be supported ;
there ought to be an increase of professorships
forthwith ; the Dbuildings require extensive
repairs ; the library, as regards both contents
and accommodation, is far behind ; the utility
of the museum is bindered by the want of suit-
able cases in which to exhibit its valuable
mineralogical and palreontological specimens.

DoxaTioxs To THE LiBrRary.—Rev. Thos. G.
Smitb, Melbourne, C.E , 3vols. ; Robert Thomp-
son, Esq., Melbourne, C.E,, 3 vols.; A Friend,
Montrea!, 27 vols.; Hon. D. N. Cooley, Wash-
ington, D.C,, 10 vols.; Mr. R. McLennan, Bath

Road, C.W., § vols.

g2 E have much pleasure in
calling attention to the
following circular.

At the Provincial Sabbath
School Gonvention in Hamilton,
Iast year, the © Sabbath School
Association of Canada” was
organized, with an executive
Committee to manage itsaffairs.
It was also unanimously resolv-
ed to hold a similar convention on the first
Tuesday and two following days of September
next. Mr. S. J. Lyman, on behalf of Montreal,
tendered 8 warm and pressing invitation to the
convention to make that city the place of
mecting, which was heartily accepted. The
Exccutive Commiitee, in accordance with the
above, have great pleasure in inviting Ministers
of the Gospel, Delegates from Sabbath School
Associations, and from Sabbath Schools, to
assemble in the city of Montreal, on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, the 41k, 5th and 6th
days of September next. It is particularly
requested that County Secretaries of the
Sabbath School Association of Canada will
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attend, to afford verbal reports and otherwise
to aid in the Convention. While there is no
limitation te ibe number of Delegates, it is
hoped *hat every county, if not every township,
and Subbath School, will be represented on
this o:casion. Able and devoted Sunday
School Advocates from the United States have
been invited and are espected. Essays on
Sl_l'nday School subjects, by the Rev. H.
Wilkes, N.D., and others, have been solicited.
A prize of $20 will be given to the writer of
tpe best Essay, to be reid before the Conven-
tion, on “The Si.bbath School Teacher, his
place and power” "Tie Essay notto exceed
the size of an ordinary eight page tract, and to
become the property of the Association. It is
requested that the Essays be distinguished by
suitable mottoes, and that the real names of
the writers be enclosed separately, in a sealed
envelope, to be opened after the decision of the
Judges. The Rev. J. M. Gibson, F. A. Tor-
rance, Esq., and Rev, J. Jenkins, D.D., have
been requested to examine the Essays and
award the Prize. The Essays to be sent to the
Rev. J. M. Gibson, of Montreal, not later than
the 28th of August. The several Railway and
Steamboat Companies have agreed to convey
persons attending the Convention for one fare,
with the exception of the Great Western, which
charges one quarter fare on return. Delegates
will pay their fare to Montreal, and, on leav-
ing, be furnished with certificates which will
eutitle them to return free. Delegates and
Visitors will please to give notice of their
intended presence at the Convention to Mr. I\,
E. Grafton, Bookseller, Montreal, that arrange-
ments may be made for their comfort during
the Convention. Un arriving in Montreal, they
will please to go to Zion Church, Dr. Wilkes’,
where the Local Committee will attend in the
basement to give them introductions to frieuds,
who will kindly receive and entertain them
during their stay. It is presumed that it is
uunecessary to advance arguments in favour of
Sabbath School Conventions—these have been
abundantly supplied heretofore. Those who
have attended such, have received the benefit
and realized the value of them. The large
number of Delegates at the Convention of last
year, and the unanimous expression of delight
from all who attended it, bespeak a growing
interest in such assemblies; yet we cannot
close this announcement without urging the
advocates and labourers in the Sabbath School
cause in Canada, to come together at Montreal
to take part in the proceedings; by the prayer
of faith to scek for wisdom, forbearance and
harmony, and to call down blessings on the
deliberations and decisions of the meeting. You
will kindly aid this Association by msaking
public through the local press, the pulpit, and
by any otber means in your power, the holding
of this Convention. Those who purpose attend-
ing will please to give the following subjects,
proposed for discussion, due consideration :—
1. Teacher's Training and Preparation Class
Meetings. 2. The gathering in and retaining
of neglected Children. 3. Infant Means of
Grace. 4. Libraries. 5. Singing. 6. Reteation
of Senior Scholars.
1 am, Reverend and dear Sirs, yours faitbfully,
WILLIAM MILLARD, General Sccretary.
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@orrespomdence.

STATISTICS.

IR; you complain in your
lastissue, and I think justly,
%y that our Church seems to
be the only Protestant body
in the Province that does not
give to her members, and the
world, a clear and full statistical
statement of her status and ope-
rations. Now this, in my humble
opinion, i3 & defect that should be remedied if
possible, for much of our success, as an active’
Tiving body of Christians, is involved in it : in
short, it appears to me to be necessary in order
to successfully carry forward the great work
entrusted to us as a church, our strength and
weakness, activity and apathy — our libera-
lity and niggsrdliness, must be known before
we can direct the one or correct the other.
¢ Know Thy self” is a wise maxim of antiquity :
modern times has not shorn it of its pertinency ;
to know ourselves, as a church, and to see
ourselves as others see us would tend much to
correct those complaisant sentiments of apathy
which now to too great an extent prevail, and
would act as a wholesome ¢ spur up” to some,
who now, scem but too fond of being ¢ let
alone,” who, in the opinion of many, too easily
acquiesce in an obscurity which is not at all
reconcilable with the stern Christian activity
and publicity of this the latter part of the nine-
teenth century. The Synod has made several
attempts to collect and present a full and cor-
rect statistical statement of our status and
operations, but these laudable attempts were
frustrated by the fact that many of our congre-
gations, and among them the first in the
church, disregarded the injunction of the
Supreme Court. I know that there exists some-
thing like opposition among sowme congrega-
tions, and even with some ministers, to give
publicity to the state of affairs among them;
but the wisdom of yielding to such may be
questioned. Esperience and observation concur
in the conclusion that delicacy, in exposing
defects and unbiealthiness, is but too frequently
the underlying cause for courting that privacy
and obscurity, by some, denominated virtue.
No man is above the healthy influence of Chris-
tian emulation. Ambition is not sinful in itseif]
itis a noble virtue, and when devoted to the
glory of God and sanctified by IHis Spirit it
becomes one of the most powerful influences in

(S
-7
(5=

the Christian church., Ilad we, as a church,
more of this emulation and ambition we feel
certain that there would be less backwardness
to expose to the world our status and opera-
tions—the command i3 * Let your light shine
before men,” let full statistics be forthcoming,
let us sce our own defects, difficulties, strug-
gles and successes : it will do us goed, it will
nerve ourselves togreater devotedness, zeal and
activity, and command and draw forth the
sympatby and respect of others.

The Synod, as a court of review, should
insist on the production of all information
deemed by it to be necessary for successfully
reviewing all the operations of the whole
church ; for it is clear that the review and
directions of the Synod must be defective, and,
consequerntly, inclperative, in propcrtion as the
information regarding the real work of the
church is deficient. A review of the statistics of
thevarious Presby teries,based on congregational
ones, would form oue of the most interesting
subjects of discussion that could come before
the Synod : facts and suggestions would Le
elicited in connection with it that would prove
highly beneficial in various ways to the mem-
Lers present, and, through them, to the whole
church.

It has been stated, in answer to complaints
made by members of the Synod, that the church
has no mode of dealing with notorious cases of
inefliciency but by libeling the minister. Now
the whole fanit may not be his: thus a mi-
pister may be so inefficient, or neglect his
duties, or may act so imprudently as literally
to destroy his congregation ; and this state of
things may go on for years, until both minis-
ter and people are ccclesiastically destroyed.
Now all this could be prevented, or at least
partially remedied, by an annual presentation of
such statistics as the Synod many reasonably
demand from every minister and congregation
within its bounds.

There can be no doubt, that wwhen ouragent’s
report is laid before the church, much valu-
able information on this point may be furnished :
yet the church should lay down, and follow out
a definite plan by which to elicit, asa church,
the required information; and it isnot toomuch
10 say, from present experience, that the church
will never act efficiently «atil this is done,
Let the Synod give orders to Presbyteries, to
collect these statistics annually, and forward
them to the convener of the Synod’s Committee
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on Statistics, and see that these orders are
punctually obeyed, and the evil complained
of would soon disappear. There can be no rea-
son why a little more of the ¢ business cle-
ment” should not be introduced, and insisted
on in the church. Let the Syrnod, Presbyte-
ries, Kirk sessions and congregations act upon
the ¥ Report principle” and in a few years the
whole tone of the church would become healthy
and vigorous. Yours truly.
STaTISTICS.

THE UNION QUESTION.

For the P’resbyterwan.

3 the Union question dead ? Ave
the friends of Union dizcouraged
by the late action ofour Synod ?
Theze are guestions which may
be asked, and as easily answer-

¢ 2% c¢d. The desire for union of all

the Presbyterians ¢f B. N. 3.

strong as ever, and wiil continue to

gain strength until this desired end
shall Le nobly accomplished. This
movement is too important, and it
involves too much of the future interests of
Christianity—too much of the glory of God and
the good of men—for its friends to bein the
least discouraged on account of the oppositlon
offered to it, either by captious or honest oppo-
neats. Truth will prevail, and so will this union
of Presbyterinns be effected.  The question is
in a more advanced stage than many suppose,
for its friends are more fully convinced than
ever of its desirableness—the one Synod has
appointed a Commitiee to confer with one
which may be similarly appointed by the other

Synod, and this of itself will go very far to-

wards that end. Itistrue that our Synod by a

majority of ten defeated, for the present, any

appronch to the subject  but it is equally true
that next Synod may carry the appointment of
such & committee by a larger majority. It is
good that there is opposition, and strong oppo-
sition presented, because it proves that both

Synods are in earnest. and look upon the ques-

tion as an important one.

It must be confessed, however, that the oppo-
nents to it have completely broken down, as
far as argument is concerned-—when the leader
of the opposition threatens in open court to
join another Communion, it is plain that he has
lost confidence in his own power of opposing
the union ; for in all such cases, threats like
this are the last resort; and they are never
resorted to} until argument fails ; or again,
when his right band man in this opposition

PERIRH
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can afford to become facetious, and (in debate)
designate the movement as ¥ Sputual Fenia-
nisim” and its “ leaders™as ¢ Fenians in chief 1?
it is evident to all observers that ke is as void
of argument as his noble chief; or still, when a
fullower of these tries to show that these are
 dangerous times,” to break off from the
Church of Scotland because one of ¢ her clders’
has written & book (which was quoted), con-
taining what he designated as “ gross heresy,”
it is not difficalt to conceive that the day for
offering argument against a union of the two
Presbyterian bodies, in this land, is fast declin-
ing ; one excellent member who offered strong
opposition dwelt largely on the undying nawure
of the principles and doctrines of the venerable
Church of Scotland, by showing that they were
still found in their integrity in the Presbyte-
rian Church in the United States and other
countries, w hich, instead of being an argument
against-union, was, 10 our mind, one of the
‘rongest and most satisfactory in favour of
union, because it afforded us 2 guarantee of the
continuity of the grand truths for which we
contend. Not one of the argnments brought
forward by the unionists has been met : indeed
no attempt was made to meet them : every
oppouent but one declared, that union was
highly desirable and would come in time;
but at the same time maintained that this was
not the time, (now this is only a question-of
opinion) and the only reason given was that
the agitation of the question greatly interfered
with the Schemes of the Church; but it was
shown in return, and can still be shown, that
if such be the caseit is not, and cannotbe char-
geable to unionists—in this we, unionists,
evade no scrutiny, and fear no comparison.
The Presbytery of Montreal, at its 1last meet-
ing, \ugust 1st, re-affirmed the principle and
recorded their deep sympathy with the union
moveiment among the clders of Montreal. This
question arose out of their furmer minutes, and
was passed al an carly stage, only two voling nay.
From all this we think the friends of union
have every reason to thank God and take cou-
rage ; for they believe that the movement meets
the approving smile of Him who so fervently
prayed—* That they all may be one; as Thou
Father art in me, tnd I in Thee, that the
world may believe that Thou hast sent me.”
Those whoare trying to remove the discordant
clements that separate God's people, with a
view to lead them to display the spirit of Christ
more fully, must succeed : yes! Unionis com-
ing, ¢ then let us pray that come it may—for

come it will.”
Uxiox,
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HASTHE CHURCH ANY SPECIFIC ENACT-
MENT AS TO WHAT SHALL CON-
STITUTE A QUORUM IN MEETINGS OF
PRESBYTERY ?

IR,—.At the last meeting of

Synod, on the occasion of

the Revision of the Presby-
tery Records, a certain line of
policy was adoupted towards one
of the Presbyteries of the Church,
and especially towards a couple
of the members of said Presby-
£ tery, which has suggested the
above query. From the Records of the Presby-
tery referred to—the Presbytery of Montreal—
1t appeared that at a meeting, regularly ap-
pointed to take steps for moderating in a calls
aund, in the event of all things being satistactory,
10 proceed with the induction of the minister
called into the charge, only two members of Pres-

bytery were present—and that these two minis- .

ters, taking all things into cousideration, con-
ceived it best to proceed with the work for
which the meeting had been arranged. They

felt that, situated as they were, and, with a !
large congregation gathered before them, they |

would be perfectly justified in proceeding with

the case to its settlement; which they did '

accordingly. At the next regular meeting of
Presbytery thereafter, that reverend court sus-
tained their procedure. )

At the meeting of Synod held recently, these
acts came under the review of that court-
To these acts the Synod took exception, on the
ground that there was no Presbytery present
on the occasion—two members being insuflicient
10 constitute a Presoytery. .\ud,in addition to
pronouncing their acts invalid, and rendering
null and void the settiement then eftected, pro-
ceeded to pronounce ‘“a censure upon the
Presbytery, and especially upon that portion of
it that presumed to override the rules of the
church.”

Now that we have reached this point of the
rarrative, the question arises:—What are the
rules of the church with respect to the matter
in hand, i. ¢,, as to the number of members re-
quired to constitute a Presbytery? Has the
Church legislated as to what shall form a
quorum?  We ask the question for information.
If it has done so, we have not been able to lay
our hand upon the proof. We have consulted
with the  Practice of the Church Courts ™ by
Dr. Hill, and atzo Dr. Cook’s *“ Styles,” and have
found nothing ULearing upon the matter, in
cither; and while, “tis true, these works treat
more of the Procedure, than of the Conslitution
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+ of the Church, we yet expected to find some
light east upon this question, when these res-
pective writers speak of the duties and meetings
of Presbyteries.  \We regret onr non-possession
of Hill's « Constitution ot the Church.,” It is
quite possible however that,even init, nothing
definite may be laid down upon this subject.
With regard to the Chureh in Canada, we
doubt ver; much as to whether it has any rule
upon the subject. We have searched its records,
as embodied in the printed minutes, and cannot
find any. On the other hand, we find reason to
. believe that no such rule has, as yet, been laid
down. In the minuies of 1564 we find that the
Synod remitted to its committee on standing
orders, ¢ o prepure a rule, as to what shall form
a quorum in euack of the several courls”—And
while the practice of the Church has in general
been, to proceed to business when, at least, three
of its members had convened: yvet apart from
that practice, which has. however, notbeen -
varwdle, we are not aware of anything that
+ could be looked to as a guide and directory in
i this matter.
I Itis true, a very general feeling prevails
]
|

among the Ministers of the Church that, on
occazions of meetings of Presbytery, there
. should be at least {#rec of its members present,
beforeproceeding to business.  So general is
this fecling that the occasions have been few, in
which, when only two members were present
they saw their way clear to proceed to work.
Such occasions have recarred Lowever. We
have no doubt that from the difficulty of reach-
ing many a parish among the Highlands and
' Isiands of Scotland, and of collecting more than
two of the brethren in their almost inaccessible
districts, ata given day, and hour, they have
occurred often ; and from the same reasons, have
they also occurred in this country. Important
interests would be likely tosufier, and the most
vital questions connected with the weal of the
Church of Churist would be often left ina pain-
fully uusettied state, were the procedure of
+ Presbytery to be stayed, simply because of the
! lack of one member. .And while, theoretically,
" it is well to hold, and 1o hold firmly, the desire-
ability that atlea;t three of their members be
present to transact business on occasions of
meetings of Presbytery—still we sce notthat it
should tie up their handsif, from any cause, only
two sheuld be able to meet together. Several
cases of this character haveoccurred in Canada,
and the Synod sustained the acts ; and we can-
not see any reason whatever why, with respect
to the action of the Synod in the case we allude
to, that court should dizallow the procedure of
the Presbytery of Montreal, as regards it, pro-
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nounce it nulland void ; and proceed to censure
especially these 1wo members of the Presbytery
who took part in it—1he more so when, in that
whole business, the glory of God, and the good
of His Church, were their sole and only aim.

It seems to one of the partics at least who
thus stand rebuked by the bighest court of the
Church, and we doubt not 1o the other party
also who is affected by this censure—that, in-
stead of blame, their conduct on the oceasion
merited praise. Had the two members who
were present dismissed the large congregation
that had assembled without completing the
work that took ihem there—n work, that it
was evidently the desire of Yresbytery, at it3
previous genecral mesting, to bave comjleted
without unnecessary delay—we think that in
this case they would most richly Lave deserved
rebuke; the more so, as all the ciccumstancés
conaected twith the case promised that the settle”
meat would be 2 most happy one.

We have said that, ns regards Canada, we
fiad regular Presbyterial work accomplished on
several oceasions, where less than three metn-
bers werein altendance.  We have been able to
lay our hand on several ¢ases ; and, we doubt
n0t, many more have taken place, of which we
are ignorant. In the Preshistery of Quebee, for
jnitance, in the year 1§32, at which time six
of the Ministers of said Presbirtery were resident
cither in the city of Montreal, or within 30 miles
10 the Sest of it, we find, on the tesasion of
the Induciion of theiate Rev. D. Moods into the
charge of Dundee, that only one minisier was
present—the present Rev. Dr. Mathicson, of
Noatreal—and the Synod never oncethought, s
far a5 appears from its minutes, of grestioning
e validity of the act, or of censusing thethen
rouag, but now vencrable Doclor, for = presum-
jng W overide e wies of the Church®
Donbiless. there were circnmsiances thal, inthe
opinion of the Rev, A Mathicron of that éay,
Jastified the step which he Unen ok—ronds
bad, itmay be—diffenlty of access 1o Dandee
—t improtability of gatkeringa meeting of the
brethmen there. And at a mnch later date,
Janwasy, 1859, in connexion with the wime Prese
briery; we find again, only one wember thereof
present; and condacting the whole service of
indaction to 3 cloke, Waving been appeinied 1o
33 daly by that B, ot an appeiziment
wiith, we Imveboen informed by theofficiating
dergyman of Bt oceasion, Ut Prasdrters
expressly declaned W be ¥ irregalan,” bat which
was nereribeiess ReetsRry, owing 0 R wwm-
ou of ke yeny; and the imonense %oy of
oWty Winilers atleading, Teatons, 1hat, as a
malter of cosviny, wo bold perfectiy walid ang
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good. It was just from similar reasons that
the two censured members of the Presbytery of
Montreal acted, in the case of the Rer. Mr. Ross
of Dundec. Butin the Synod of that year, the
minutes of the Presbytery of Quebee are attested
as baving been carefully and correctly kept;
and no note of disapprobation is affixed as to
the irregularity of the appointment, nor, as to
the irregulasity of the proceeding on the ocea-
sion. Aund yet agesin, as appears from the
minutes of Synod of 1864, page 27, on the occa-
sion of 2 meeting of the Presbytery of London,
only two members were present at the time of
adjournment ; whenee we infer, whether cor-
rectly or otherwise, we know not, that the
business of the sederuat had been chicfls, or, in
part ot least, conducted by theseiswo members.
But, beroad the record of this fact in these
winuices, no expression of disapprobation i3
announced, nor twere its proceedings rendered
null aud void. The Presbytery of London was
not treated as if it had become defunct; nor, of
course, was any future action necessary in order
1o resuscitateit again, alt which, however, Twas
done in the case of the Preshytery of Montreal
at this time.  But out of the incident 2luded 10
itwas frlt that it were wwell to define precisely
the number of members necessars o constitate
2 quorum; for in the same page of minutes it is
engrozsed that the Synod ¥ instrucied their
commiitee on standing orders to prepare o rule
as 1o what should form = guornm in cachof the
several Church Conris™instructions that clearly
cvince thay, in the judgment of the Synod, no
sach rule then exisled.  And, in a5 muchas no
rejrotd has yetbeen returaed to the Syrod, that
7o certain and defiaite rule Fet exists.

Ia these circumstances; and were it for no-
thing clse than o peserve the consistency of
e Srnod 3a fateng it is most desirable Wt
positive and fixed Iawshould beadapted on this
suhject. ItisTeadily admitted that theuwse and
wwrl of the Chinrch reaires three meminss, at
Teast, »s e grornm, and Uat e fedding of
every minister 35 altogether in favor of this
ATARFOMENI—TeE, trea win circemEtances
asise to prevent Wheir atlendance; bt it ds
crident, Ul this uee and want bave nol been
invasiable.  We have given instances where
there have een depaninses from it aad notin
any one of these Instances @ the Syacd ox-
press 3t condemnation, ordo whatithas done
in thepeesent case. We cansol batthink that
it e Synod, atitslastmectiag, Sl thatitwere
well o decide Unat Ixnocforth no proceedings of
Poeshyteries shall be smitained, exeept where
thee wmembers bave boen poesent, itwoald ave
been Betier 10 have distiacily decland is
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Jinding for the future; at the same time, sus- ‘

taining the acts that had given occasion for
legisiation on the question, as it had done in
other cases: or if, for any valid reason, it felt
disinclined to this course, and were desirous of
aflixing its stamp of reproof to this act, as &
warning that henceforth no proceedings of Pres-
byiery shall be held a5 valid where fewer than
tares shall have been present—this could hare
been done by disallowing the procecdings in
Dundee, and requiring themn again to be gone
over; without proceeding to pronounce its cen-
sures against those who scted in good faith that
they were doing what was best fitted toadvarnc:
the interests of the Church of Christ.

i
|
I

Surdly, .
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the spirit that prevailed to the engrossing of
that censure upon the pages of the record, was
a spirit most forcign and alien to the usual
spirit of the Synod!  And while the writer of
this article acknowledges that be occupices the
painful position of being ene of the partics
especially charged with * presuming to override
the rules of thé Church,” he feels constrained
t0 say that there is no ground or reason what-
cver for making this charge. Besides, he regards
public censures, such as the onc alluded to, 10
be matters of too serious concern to be ex-
pressed, without just and grave cause, against
2uy man.
AW,

Artices Gommunicatd.

A

FROM THE WEST.
i

WORD for Woodstock.—
the County of QOxford:

We have a Church and a
valuable acre of land there:

33 -
NFR) Oncewe had a Congregation.
C‘ &=L A dozen years ago, I remem-
\ ber to have sat in that oid

Church, when Mr. Sym twas minister:

dwindled dotwn ; now, to all appearances, it ¢

It is the chicf town of !

a place of 5000 inhabitants.

neat and conmmodious building—seated for
250 persons—has been, thereon, crected
accordingly.” It 1sso far satisfactory to
know that our cause has not absolutely gone
down. A certain amount of debt has
been incurred in the crection of this new
Church. The Colanial Commwittec have

. gencrously promised to give £25 when the

balance of the debt is provided tor: S50

“from friends in Montreal and  clsewhere

have zlready been contributed, and, should

. any reader of this feel disposed to add his
sinee then, the congregation has gradually

L]

has become extinet. A feeling of melan- |

chely comes over one in thus surveving a

deserted church clifice. Where arc the !
! Grey. with parts of Wellington, Waterloo,
.and Iluron, the Presbytery of Guelph
ers or of hearers that has readered this a -

fruits of all the sermons that have been
preached here? Was it the fault of preach-

silent sanctuary ? Is there any remedy for
the case? or is it too late? Trwo conside-
rations served to dispel the gloom attaching
to such reflections.  First, that as the C.
P. Church has three congregations in the
town, our less may have been gain to
them : at all events, Preshyterianism is not
likely to be extinguished. A fitde pam-
phlct since placed in my hands by Mr.
Robert Chawmbers supplics the rest: from
it we gather that © the Church and con-
gregation of Woeodstock having  bocome
wacant, by the retirement of the Rerw.
James Stuart in 1§61, it was deemed
adricable by certain mombers to encet a

' .
country-looking

mite, in recogmition of good service done
to the Church at large by this Spartan
band, it will be well bestowed and thank-
fully acknorwledged.

Including the countics of Bruce and

embraces 2 large portion of the Western
peninsula.  From the town of Guelph it
extends in a Northerly direction to the
Georgian Bay, a distance of §4 miles, aud,
westerly to Lake Huron, it is nearly equal
in breadth. Scattered over this vast area,
we havecleren congregations, of which four
at the time of my visit were vacant.
Guelph, the seat of Preshytery and the
county town of Wellington, is one of the
most flourishing towns in Canada west.
Occupying as many hills as the Faernal
City, it 1s an 1 tarly planned, old-
place, substantially built
of finc freestone.  The Speed, 2 pretty

littke river, flows through 1Y, and its popa-

pace of worshipin East Oxford, distant ¢ lation numbers about 5000.  Around it for
about § miles, and, Mr. James Chambers | many miles is 2 noble coantry, by far the
having kindly given an digible site, a very § best cuitivated of any part of Canada,

.
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and yet, incredible though it may scem, it | that we had taken the wrong way—a way

is only thirty-five years since this whole
region was a dense forest, inhabited by
wolves and bears. A visit to Mr. Stone’s
farm in the immediate neighborhood of
Guelph, is well calenlated not only to inter-
est but to instruct.
might be called a model farm, and it is
iwpossible to over-cstimate the benefits
arising to the whole community from such
an example. e has about GUO acres hiere
in the hixhest state of cultivation, over
100 head of cattle and 500 sheep of
the finest breeds. representing in value a

fabulous amount. e sows annually, about .

30 acres of turnips and S0 acres of wheat;
avoiding details, suffice it to say that he
has demonstrated in a manner not to be
gainsaid what industry, intelligence, and
enterprize can do in Canada.

'
{
¢
¢
1

In any country his

f
i
1
‘
1
i
'

some six miles round about. A good
Scotch tongue avails one sometimes, but it
failed us here, for, on « speering” our way
from some peasant girls, we could make
nothing of the broken patois—part French,
part German—which conveyed the reply.
Ou we went, passing alargze Roman Catholic
Church perched conspicuonsly on the top
of a hill, overlooking the rather mean-
looking villaze of * Little Germany.”
Rising from the ground in front of it, to
the height of 30 feet or more, stands a
huge white-painted wooden cross, bearing
on its transverse arm this inseription, pro-

" fitable alike for Catholic and Protestant :—

There are -

also some five country residences in the -

neighborhoed. with wrounds and gardens
tastefully arranged, such are Mr. Allan’s,
in the bauk of the Speed. and Mr. Alex-
ander’s a littie way from town.

Without drawing invidious comparisons :

it may be said that we Lave an excellent
congregation in Guelph.
handsome building of freestone, crected in
1850 at a cost of §15.000. It is seated

'

The Church is a |

 Wer aber bis an dus ende biharect, der-
wird selig.” (See Mathew x. 22,

Markedly in contrast with Guelph is
Woolwich, a small country congregation,
strugeling  almost for cxistence.  Their
church and manse, however, are free from
debt, and they are particularly fortunate in
having so worthy a minister as Mr. Thorn.
1 shall not soon forget his and his people’s
kindness, nor the pleasant Sabbath day I
spent there, nor my visit to that Sabbath
school beyoud the river, so ably superin-
tended by Mr. Chambers.  The weather

. wasoppressively hot, and we resolved todrive

for 120, and is already too small for the -

congregation, which is steadily increasing.
The site of the first Church—irhere the
Town-Tall new stands—rwas a gift from
the Canada Company : we are indebted to
that company for many like gifts. About
10 years meo, it was sold for $7000.
Government. besides, gave us 200 acres of

laud near Weoodsteck for a glebe, this was .

cxchanged for laud near Guelph which

has since become valuable: swrt of it has |

been sold, part has been retained as a glebe,
12 acres are yet available as an offset to the
dcbt on the Church, which amounts to about
£4.4100.

The Reverend Mr. Haze kindly under- .

took to convey me to Woalwich.  Ere we
left, masons had bezun to pull down the
minister's house about his cars, but.as it was
to add to it, and to his crmfort. there were
no objections affered.  Our road to Wool-
wich hy through a beautiful frming
country. Ficlds so clear of weads—a
thistle is not permitied to live here—crops
so luxusiant, farns o stight, I had not
seen for a lonx ime. AL nine wmiles fram

¥
¥
v
1

Guclph, we halted at the house of Elder |
Quarty, where we were mast  hospitably | langer than that of Guclph, and its financial
entertained with Junch. and thenee went on ¢ affairs are well tooked after by Mr. Fordyee

our way rejoicing—hapnily in ignorance + and other managers.

to Fergus in the cool of the morning. My
kind host called meat foura.m.. and “ Jackie'
was at the door at five.  Wehad adelight-
ful drive up the rich valley of the Grand
River,—at several peints catching glimpwes
of magnificient forest scenery, where, far as
exe can reach, rise ticr upon tier of richly-
wooded kneolls clothed with Juxuriant deep
green folinge.  MHere and there, a thin blue
vein of smoke rising from the new settler's
shanty ; clsewhere, a dark black cloud mark-
ing the spot where he has commenced a
“clearing.” In a few years hence this
wreat primeval forest will have disappeared,
and, instead, will be seen ficlds of waving
corn, and villages, perhaps, and schools, and
churches with bright-tinned steeples will
crown these heighis or nestle in repose at
thoir foot.

Further on we reach Elora, a nising
villaze, grouped along both sides of the
Grand River, which here tumlles over a
precipitous rocky bed, making in its descent
of fifty or sixty fect. a pretty waterfll. A
few miles up the river, is Fergus. It is
smaller than Guclph, yeta place of consider-
sblebusines  Thecongregtion isslightly

Annual printed re-
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portsare submitted. and collections regularly ¢ village on the Cunestoga River. Allaround

made for all the Schemes of the Church. Its
history is similar to that of many of our
western congregations. It had its begin-
ning some 30 years ago, and its struggles

!

with the difficulties incident to the first |

settlement of the country.
curred the secession; the labour of years
was uudone and they had to commence de
nero,

The Rev. Alexander Gardiner. of Aber-
deen, itsfirst minister,was inducted in 1857,
He died in 1341, Mr. Smellie succeeded him
in 1843; adhering to the protest of the
minority of Synod in 1%H, “he went
out.’—six Trustees; seven Elders, nine
Deacons and 40U adherents jedning Lilin in
solemn protest against the Interference of
the minarity of the congrezation of St An-
drew’s Church. Fergus, as presmmptusus
and iliceal.  He is otill winister of the (.
I’. Church in Ferzus and has 2 laree con-
weegation. Dr. Mair followed in 1847,
Originally belonging to theseeession Church
in Scotland, he was subsequently. for 15

In 1544 oc-

vears, 2 member of the Old School Presby-

terian Church in the State of New York.
He died in 1854, Mr. MacDonnell. the
present worthy incumbent, wasinducted in
1895, Through his instrumentality, a
Ieautiful new Church was crected in 1862,

The Garafraxa road runs northerly in a
straight Jine from Fenpus to Quwen Sound,
71 miles: we have lost all connections with

it are ficlds of stumps. but the soil is good
and the crops are lovking well. We havea
small congregation here, over which Mr.
Whyte has been settled since 1857. The
Chureh erected in 1864, is a neat brick
building seated for 336; it cost about
£650, and is free from debt. A suceession
of bad crops, resulting chicfly from late
spring frosts, had created for some years
almost a famine here.  From the effects of
this, however, the country is recovering,
prospects are brightening, the carth again
yields lier inerease, and this will be followed,
doubtless, with a decided increase of congre-
gational prosperity.

Fifteen miles farther on is Mount Forest,
a village on the Saugeen River, with about
15001nhabitants. Wehave reached the water
shed of the Western Pentusula at an cleva-
tion of about 700 feet above Lake Erie, or
1300 feet above the sea.  The country in
thiz vicinity contrasts favourably with the
general description given of the Garafraxa
road. The congrezation is not large, but
there is room for expansion. ]t was vacant

" by the resigmation of Mr. Ilay, its first

railways and telegraphs, and by Coulson’s |

daily linc of stages arc conveyed from place
10 place at the tircsome rate of five miles
an hour including stoppazes.  This is one

tire lenzth having been given to settlers in
lots of fifty acres cach.
clse that casts little, these grants scem to

minister, who was inducted to the charge in
1§61. It is not cnough to say that he
preached with acceptance, his preaching
was cloquent and impressive far beyond the
average. Ie was an unassuming, highly-
accomplished man.  Ilis intention was to
have returned to his native pince, Perth,
in Scotland, but it was otherwise decreed.
Since the time of my visit his carthly carcer
has closed. At Kincardine, whither hie had

. gone to visit sume relatives, his gentle spirit
of the government's free grant roads. the !
lands on cach side of it throughout its en- |

Like cvervthing '

+

have been littie prized, for much of the

country through which this read passes is
most uninviting in appearance. Comforiless
looking lox-houses, and shabby log barns,
tamble-down crooked mil fences—in some
piaces no fences at ail—even grave-vards by

the naked eye.  Botween Darham and the
Sound, there is nat a Church to bescen of

went to him who gave it.

Mr. Whyte had brought me to Mount
Forest ; by stage, I went to Durham, and
thenee, branching off 10 miles westward, to
Priceville.  Thelittle village and its church,
with glittering belfty, like a Swiss hamlet

_amony the hills, was scen 2 long way off,

and thc sound of the bell came booming to-
wards us. softly breaking the stillncss of this
quicet Sabbath mominz. At the hour of

" warship. the Church was crotwded to thedoor,
the way side, lic unenclosal. Schonlbouses,
there may be, but they are nnt visible to

any kind, but. cvery mile and a-half at feast,

there is a tavern.  The traffic on the read
s immense, chicfly of farmoers” wagzons,
carryving wheat and other zrains te Guelnh,
and returning with merchaudize of aii kinds,
including wmuch whisky.

Arthur, 12 miles from Fergus, is a siall

and I could not helpadwiring the ingenuity
displayed in cxtemparizing seats.  Cleats
were nailed on the cuds of the pews next the
pasages: short picess of boards were in
readiness, and, <o soon as the pows were
filled, these, oncby oue, were quictly slipped
in place by the beadle, commencing at the
palpit steps, until the whole area was densely
packed.  Mr. Frazer, a missionary student
from Queen’s Colleze. is stationcd with them
for the summer. The greater part of the
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congregation are Highlanders, and a double
service is conducted, with an intermiss
of five minutes, the first in Gaelic, the other
in English. The Celt has quite the advan-
tage, for he gets the benefit of both.
Returning to Durham, we resume our
journey on the Garafraxa Road. We are
in the County of Grey, comprising 2321
square miles, divided into 17 Townships.
In 1861, it contained 6186 houses,of which
5174 were built of logs. Further, saith
the census, more then one-third of its
population are Presbyterian. An unbroken
forest in 1840, with scarce any scttlers
unti} 1848, it has now a population 45,000
souls, and in 1860 it produced 761,879
bushels of wheat. Four years ago 180
miles of good gravel roads were constructed
by the muni.ipality, and there is not a toll-
gate within its limits.  In many places the
scenery approaches the romantic, and the
whole country is watered by fine clear
perennial streams, abounding in speckled
trout. I remember that as we passed a low
swampy turn of the road, and opposite a
wretched log hovel there paced to and froa
tall, gaunt, grim-visaged old woman, bran-
dishing a long wand and talking at the
top of her voice with melancholy incohere-
ence, 2 veritable Meg Merrilees—with wild
vacant stare and violent gesticulation,
she scemed to be holding communion with
# the Prince of the powerof the air.” Poor
soul! Her history was sad, and issoon told.
Years ago, her son, the pride of herfamily,
had been suddenly killed by a falling tree.
Ier burden wasgreater than she could bear:
she would not be comforted, and reason
fled.  All that the passer by can do is but
to pity her, and ask himsclf the question
< who maketh thee to differ ?” At mid-
night we reached Owen Sound. Itis an
interesting place, which, dating from 1840,
has near 2500 inhabitants.
a line of steamers connceetsit with Colling-
woad and the Northern Ruilway, but in
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charge of Mr. Hunter, since 1864. Con-
sidering the new state of the country a
degree of liberality has been manifested
that is highly creditable to minister and
people.  These united congregations com-
prise over 80 familics. I was sorry that I
could not visit Paisley, it is said to be a
beautiful place, and there is a large congre-
gation. It was then vacant, but has since
been supplied with a minister. From Owen
Sound 2 wretched apology for a stage plies
daily to Southampton, at the mouth of the
Saugeen River, over an exeerable road and
without change of horses, the distance of
32 miles occupied exactly 10 hours. It
was delightful at the close of a sultry day,
to come once more in sight of the broad
expanse of Lake Huron and to be refreshed
with its cool breeze. Embarking carly nest
morning in the good steamer & Silver
Spray,” we had a fine run to Kineardine.
There are few places, in point of situation,
more desirable than this. It is quite new,
and improvements are going on all around.
It isin the county of Bruce, noted for its
fine climate and agricultural capabilities:
peaches and grapes ripen in the open air
at Kincardine, and plants and shrubs, clse-
where tender, grow and flourisl. here. The
main street of the town is a mile and a
half in length, hasits plank side walks, and
is well-graded and gravelled.  Most notice-
able to the stranger is the number of
country waggons in the strect, and interest-
ing is' it to sce on front of the shops, while
the farmers are trading, the patient ox
lying down to rest in the yoke and chew
the cud.

Mr. MceKid, of Goderich, and Mr. Marat
then of Niagara, were the first ministers of
our church to visit Kincardine some ten or
twelve years ago.  Then they preached in
Mr. McPherson's saw-mill.  In 1839, this

In summer, |

gentleman not only gave a site, but erected
; an cxcellent church at his sole expense and
i presented it to the congregation. It has

winter the snow liesdeep and these 60 miles | but one fault, it is now too small; hnitat-
are hard to travel. We had neither minister | ing the good example of its founder we

nor missionary there this summer, but good

hopes were cntertained that a pastor of

acknowledged worth and experience would
soon be scttled over them.

miles distant, 2 quict little village, prettily l vOr
situated on the Sound—an arm of the ; and respected minister. M son |
i several preaching stations in the interior,

Georgian Bay 15 miles in length. A nice

brick church was erected here in 18635, on

; may cxpect to hear of sume one clse foot-
ing the bill for the requisite addition,
another will doubtless give a “park lot ™

Leith is scven ! site, while the congregation will assuredly

crect a wanse worthy of their energetic
Mr. Dawson has

these, presently serving as feeders to Kin-

asite given by Mrs. Ainslie. At Johnson, ! cardine, will, some of them at least, soon
seven miles farther on, there is a frame | rise to the position of sclf-sustaining congee-
church, and at both places are good congre- | gations: down in the Huron settlement on
gations which have been under the pastoral | 2 Sabbath aftcrnoon we m.t 2 large and at-
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tentive audience assembled for worship ina
barn. Galt only remains to be mentioned
and we have done with the Presbytery of
Guelph. Though last on the list not theleast
worthy of notice is this, the largest congre-
gation in the Presbytery, numbering 138
families, 234 communicants, and 130
scholars on the roll of its Sabbath schuol.
St. Andrew’s Church, Galt, occupies a fine
clevated site. It was built in 1834 by Mr.
Dixon, at a cost of about £1000, and was
by him handed over to the congregation at
half its cost. In 1844, the Church property
was claimed by the secedingparty,a chancery
suit of five years followed, aud heavy law
costswereincurred. The Rev. Mr. Stewart,
of Kenmore, Scotland, became minister of
the first congregation in 1832. He was
followed by Dr. Bain, who remained till
1844 when he left the ¢ Establishment,”
taking with him most of the congregation.
During the vacancy that followed, Dr.
Liddell, principal of Queen’s College scems
to have rendeie] valuable assistance to the
faithful few who remained.  Mr. Dyer, a
sailor, a great orator, and who created a
wonderful sensation here and clsewhere in
his day, also officiated for ashort time. The
Rev, John Malcom Smith who succeeded
in 1848, was in 1851 appointed to the
c¢hair of moral philesophy in Queen’s Col-
lege.  Mr. Gibson, now of Bayficld, fol-
lowed him, remaining nine years; Mr.
tobert Campbell was inducted in 1862,
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Thesystem of management, introduced
by Mr. Campbell three years ago, is admir-
able, and may serve as a model to others.
The ordinary expenses are met by gest
rents which are paid on the Saturday and
Monday, of the semi-annual Communion.
For missionary and other purposcs the con-
gregation is mapped into 12 districts, and
a couple of ladies, one married and one
single, undertake the collecting for each
district quarterly. Were the members of
all our congregations thus canvassed, we
might expect that each, though giving but
a small contribution, might be led to take
some interest in the general welfare and
extension of the church. As matters are
usually managed, there are in most congre-
gations those who, jcining in the outward
observance of religious worship, contribute
nothing for their support, and members
too, in * good standing,” (?) whose ideas
of pecuniary obligation never go beyond
the bare payment of their seat rent. In
many cases we reccive not because we ask
not, in others, perbaps, because we ask
amiss, and thus ministers become discour-
aged, and congregations run down, mis-
sions languish and die, and communitics as
well as individuals become wholly absorbed
in self aggrandiscment, while fathers and
mothers—strange inconsistency !—gravely
teach their children to repeat by rote,—
“THE CHIEF END OF MAN IS TO GLORIFY
Gob AXD T0 ENJoy HIM FOR EVER.”

Che Churches and fhetr Fissions.

CHURCH COMMISSION OF SCOTLAND.

The Commission of the Church of Scotland
was held yesterday in Edinburgh—Dr. Cook,
of Haddington, moderator.

THE CONFESSION OF FAlITH.

Mir. Phin, of Galashicls, called attention to
the deliverance that had been unanimously
given at the last meeting of the General As-
scmbly, on the subject of adherence to the Con-
fession of Faith. lle, nlong with others, had
trusted that the unanimous delivernnee of the
Assembly would have put an end to the pre-
vious cause of complainy, and that they would
have heard no more on the part of those whe
signed the Confession of Faith, but discredited
it as & doctrinal standard. Nothiog could be
more injurious to the Church thaan those
attempts that were made by those who were
disposcd to depart from their Confession. There
was serious danger to the Church by the Lelief
being spread hat there was some change con-
templated by her leading members and minis-
ters . and that the Church was no longer to be, as

it had firmerly been. the source, under Gog, of so
much blessing of Scotland. It had been hoped
that there would be no more of these attempts
to discredit the standards of the Church, but
since the meeting of the General Assembly he
had scen a rencwal of the attempts which the
Assembly had so strongly condemned, and
which had brought so miany overtures to its
table. He should cndeavour, as before, to avoid
bringing any individual before the Court, bus
he could nut fail from calling the atiention of
the Court to the fact, that no sooner had the
Genceral Assembly risen than certain mumbers
of the General Assembly and influential mem-
bers of the Church committed what was more
or less fitted to bring discredit upon their Con-
fession.  He wmintained that their Confession
was brought into discredit when any onc
said that it was suited for a former age, byt
not for the present age, and that there ore
many things in the Confession to winch no
person at the present day could be expected to
give his content. Speaking for himself and
others, he affirmed that there was nothing in
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the Confession but what they were prepared to
give their assent to, cqually to a higher author-
ity—the Holy Scriptures themselves, The very
things that were pointed out in the Confession
as being objectionable were to be found in the
Scriptures, and there was no expression in the
Confession that he was not prepared to sub-
stantiate from the Scriptures. Therefore to say
that the Confession was not suited to the
present state of society was an attack upon the
inspired Word of God. Under these circum-
stances it was the duty of the Church to make
it distinctly known that these opinions, pro-
ceeding as they did from members within her
pale, were strongly condemned by her, and
that the Church was prepared uliimately to
tike such steps asmight be necessary to prevent
this frightful heresy from spreading. According
to the proposals of certain individuals they
were to have a new Church in this country,
founded upon the principal—anu he said it
advisedly—of unlimited scepticism ; upon the
principal that a man might sign the Confession
of Faith with the reservation that he was to
believe as much or as litle of it as he pleas-
ed. This, he aflirmed, would lead to unlimited
seepticism, for a believer in Pantheism and
Unitarianism could sign it upon these prin-
ciples. The matter was much more serious than
many would be inclined to suppose. e there-
fore submitted the following motion ;= That
whereas the General Assembly, at its meeting
of 30th May, pronounced the following deliver-
ance—* Whereas it is esseatial to the peace and
unity of the Church of Christ, established by
law in this land, that the relation of the Church
to the Westminster Confession of Faith as her
doctrinal standard shall be loyally and consis-
tently maintained; and whereas the doctrine ‘
and government of the Church, as set forth in
the aforesaid Confession of Faith, have been
discredited by the cxpressions of persons of
influcnce in the Church, the General Assembly
direct and cnjoin all the judicatories of the
Chiurch to sce that all persons who shail have
signed the aforesaid Confession of Faith shall
not directly or indirectly depart therefrom, Lut
shall loyally and constantly adhere thereto
and whereas it has been reported that the expres-
sions of apinion thus condemned and piohibited
by the General Assembly bhave been rencwed
since its rising, the Commission instruct the
agent for the Church to send =z certified extract
of the aforesaid deliverance of last General As- |
sembly to the clerks of the several Presbyteries f
of the Church, to be communicated to the first |
meeting of the said Preshyteries.” |
]
i
!
{

The Hon, Major Baillie scconded the motion,
and hoped that, as the last deliverance of the
Assembly was unanimous, that the motion now
on the table would also receive the unanimons
consent of the Commission.

The motion was unanimously adopled. This
concluded the business.

PresnvTERY oF Graseow.—Tha usual monthly
mecting of the above rev. Court was held in
Glasgow yesterday—Dr Paton, moderator. The
only subject of general interest hefore the Pres- !
bytery was the congideration of certain ohjec- |
tions to the scttlement of the Ree, Mr Row, of ,
Paisley, who has heen chosen to fill the vacaney |
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in Laurieston Chureh, Glasgow, occasioned by
the death of Mr Henderson.  Mr Galbraith,
writer, attended on behalf of the presentee, ard
preseeied a petition signed by 377 out of 497
members of the congregation, requesting the
Presbytery to proceed with MrRow's induction,
Mr M George subsequently addressed the Pres-
bytery in support of the objection, none of
which were personal to the presentee, but refer-
red chietiv to the mode of election. The Pres-
bytery, after discussion, divided on & motion
by Dr Leishman, to the effect that the presen-
tation be sustained, as against an amendment
Ly Dr Smith (clerk), that it be not sustained—
the motion being carried by a majority of three.
Mr M'George and several members of the Court
appealed against the decision, and iutimated
their intention of bringing it under the review
of the Synod.

PreseyTeEmy  oF Greexock —Tue Mip Kk
Oneav Casg.—The clerk read reasons of pro-
test and appeal lodged by the Rev. Nr. Brown
against the finding of the Preshytery in the
Mid Kirk organ case, on the 6th June last. The
reasons are as follows :—

15t. Because inasmuch as neither the printed
Act of Assembly, 1966, relative to the declara-
tory Act of 13635, regarding innovations, or any
certified extract of the same. was on the table
of the Presbytery, the Presbytery was notin a
position to adjudicate in regard to the subject
matter of the petition from the Mid Parish con-
gregation,

2nd. Because the finding of the Presbytery
proceeded on, and was influenced by a paper
produced and read, headed “ Dr. Pirie’s motion,’
and which it was stated “ had been put into
the hands of the members of Assembly by the
order of the Moderator,” which statement was
nct according to fact, and which paper was not
an authentic document, and was possessed of
no official value.

3rd. Because by the finding of the Presby-
tery. time was not afforded for inquiring into
the present feeling of the congregation regard-
ing the introduction of an organ, and the peti-
tion having been signed about a year pre-
viously: also, tiie dissenticut had reason to
helieve that some who had originally signed
the petition for the same were not then mem-
bers of the éongregation.

4th. Because the statementsin the deliverance
of the Preshytery regarding the numbers of the
petitioners, and also the ohjectors, are not in
accordance with the numbers mentioned in the
pagers on the table of the Presbytery,; or with
fact.

5th. Because it was consistent with the
kuowledge of the dissentient and other mem-
bers, that at the time the deliverances of the
Preshytery was come to there was a petitionin
the House from certain members of the congre-
gation oppased to the introduction of an organ,
which would have proved the above statement,
although from a slight informality it was not
received.

Mcssrs. Brree and Robertson were appointed
to prepare answers to the reasons lodged by
Mr. Brown.

Tne Coxnrar Casg.—Mr. Bryce read reasons
of protest and appeal by Mr. M'Nab, the pre-
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sentee 10 the vacant charge at Cumbrae,
against the findings of the Presbytery at their
late meetings while * cognoscing and deter-
mining” on the case.

Mes-rs. Bryce and Robertson were appointed
{0 prepare answers,

Cuaxce or Prespyrery Meering-IHovse.—
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M. Bryce stated that, having only received one
additional return of collections to the Schemes
of the Church, of which he was convener, he
was still unable to give to the Presbytery a
completed report. 1l might state, howerver,
that the amount already collected was between
450 and £80 more than last year.
This was all the business.

Artieles

Selected.

JESSICA'S FIRST PRAYER.
Continued jrom page 262,
CHAPTER V.

The minister was sitting in an casy chair
hefore a comfortable fire, with a hymn-book in
Lis hand, which he closud as the three cluldren
appeared mn the open dvorway. Jessica had
seen Lis pale and thoughtful face many a time
from her hiding place, but she had never met
the keen, earnest, searching gaze of his eyes,
Which seemed to pierce through all her wretch-
cedness and misery, and to read at once the
whole history of her desolate life.  But before
her cyelids could droop, or she could drop a
reverential curtsy, the minister’s face kindled
with such a glow of pitying tenderness and
compasion, as fasteued her eyes upon him, and
gave hier new heartand courage.
ran to him, leaving Jessica upon the mat at the
door, and with eager voices and gestures told
him the difiiculty they were in.

“ Come here, little girl,” he said, and Jessica
walked across the carpeted floor till she stood
right before him, with folded hands, and eyes
that looked frankly into his.

“What is your name, my child 7 he asked.

¢ Jessica,” sl.e answered.

‘s Jessica,” he repeated, with a smile, “ that
is a strange name.”

 Mother used to play ‘Jessica' at the theatre,
sir,” she said, “‘and I used to be a fairy in the
pantomime, till I grew too tall and ugly. If
I'm pretty when I grow up, mother says I shall
play, too; but I've a long time to wait.  Are
you the minister, sir?”

* Yes,” he answered, smiling again.

#What is a minister?’ she inquired.

-\ servant!” he replied, looking away
thoughtfully into the red cmbers of the fire.

“Papal” cried Jane and Winny, in tones of
astonishment: but Jessica gazed steadily at
the minister, who was now looking back again
into her bright eyes.

“ Please, sir, whose servant are you?” she
asked.

% The servant of God and of man,” he an-
swered, solannly. ¥ Jessica, I am your ser-
vant.”

The child shook her head, and laughed !
shrilly as she gazed round the room, and at
the handsome clothing of the minister's dangh-

ters, while she drew hier rags closer about her,
and shivered alittle, as if she felt a sting of the
cast wind, which was blowing keenly through
the streets. The sound of her shrill, childish

His cluldren |

| laugh made the minister s heart ache, and the
. tears< burn under his eyelids.

“Who is God?" asked the child. ¢ When
mother’s in 2 good temper, sometimes she says
‘God bless me! Do you know hiw, please
minister?’

But Lefore there was time to answer, the
door into the chapel was opened, and Daniel
stuod upon the threshold. At first he stared
blandly furwards, but then his grave face grew
, ghastly pale, and hie laid bis hand upon the
. door to support himself until he could recover
; his speech and senses.  Jessica also looked
, about her, scared and irresolute, as if anxious
. to run away or to hide herself. The minister
L was the first to speak.

 Jessica,” he said, ¢ there is a place close
' ) ¢ s 1 (o)
under my pulpit where you shall sit, and where
I can see you all the time. Be a good girl and
listen, and you will hear sometking about God.
Standring, put this litile one m front of the
pews by the pulpit steps.”

Before she could believe it for very gladness,
Jessiea found herself inside the chapel, facing
the glittering organ, from which a sweet strain
of music was sounding. Not far from her Jane
. and Wiy were peeping over the front of their
pew, with friendly smilesand glances. It was
evident that the minister's elder daughter was
anxious about her behaviour, and she made
energelic sigus to her when to stand up and
when to kneel; bnt Winny was content with
smiling at her, whenever her head rose above
the top of the pew. Jessica was happy. but
not in the least abashed. The ladies and gen-
tlemen were not at all unlike those whom she
had often seen when she was a fairy at the
theatre; and very soon her attention was
engrossed by the minister, whose eyes often fell
upon her, as she « w.cd cagerly, with uplifted
face, upon him. She could scarcely under-
stand a word of what he said, but she liked the
tones of his voice, and the tender pity of his
face as he looked down upon her. Daniel
hovered about a good :deal, with an air of
uneasiness and dispicasure, but she was uncon-
scious of his presence.  Jessica was intent upon
finding out what a minister and God were.

CHAI'TER VI

When the service was ended, the minister
descended the pulpit steps, just as Daniel was
about to hurry Jessica away, and taking her
by the hand in the face of all the congregation,
hie led her into the vestry, whither Jane and
Winny auickly followed them. He was fatigued
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with the gervices of the day, and his pale face
was paler than ever, as he placed Jessica before
his chair, into which he threw himself with an
air of exhaustion; but bowing his head upon
his hands, he said in a low but clear tone,
 Lord, these are the lambs of thy flock. Help
me to feed thy lambsi’

& Children,” he said, with a smile upon his
weary face, it i3 no easy thing to know God.
But this one thing we know, that he is our
Father—my Fatlier and your Father, Jessica.
He loves you, and cares for you more than I
do for my lit*le girls here.”

He smiled at them, and they at him, with an
expression which Jessica felt and understood,
though it made her sad. She trembled a little,
and the minister's ear caught the sound of a
faint though bitter sob.

“1 never had any father,” she said, sorrow-
fully.

“)God is your Father,” he answered, very
gently ; ¢“he knows all about you, because he
is preseat everywhere. We cannot see him,
but we have only to speak, and he hears us,
and we may ask bim for whatever we want.”

“3Will he let me speak to him, as well as
these fine children that are clean, and have got
fine clothes ?” asked Jessica, glancing anxiously
at her muddy feet, and her soiled and tattered
frock.

“ Yes,” said the minister, smiling yet sighing
at the same time, * you may ask him this mo-
ment for what you want.”

@ Jessica gazed round the room with large,
wide-open eyes, as if she were seeking to see
God ; but then she shut her eyelids tightly,
and bending ber head upon her hands, she
said, “Oh God! I want to know about you.
And please pay Mr. Dan'el for all the warm
coffee he’s given me.”

Jane and Winny listened with faces of unut-
terable amazement; but the tears stood in the
minister's eyes, and he added “Amen” to Jes-
siea’s first prayer.

CHAPTER V.

Daniel had no opportunity for speaking to
Jessica; for after waiting until the minister
left the vestry, he found that she had gone
away by the side entrance. He had to wait,
therefore, until Wednesday morning, and the
sight of her pinched little face was welcome to
bim, when he saw it look wistfully over the
coffee-stall.  Yet he had made up his mind to
forbid her to come again, and to threaten her
with the policeman, if he ever caught her at
the chapel, where for the future hie intended to
keep a sharper look-out. But before be could

speak, Jess had slipped under the stall, and )

taken her old seat upon the up-turned basket,
“Mr. Dan'e),” she said, #*bas God paid you
for my sups of coffee yet 7
# Paid me ?° he repeated, * God? No.?
#Well, he will,” she answered, nodding her
head sagely; “don’t you be afraid for your
money, Mr. Dan'el. I've asked him a many
times, and the minister says lie’s sure to do it.”
* Jess,” said Danicl, sternly, * have you been
and told the minister about my coffee-stall 77
* No,” she answered, with a beaming smile,
“but I have told God lots and lots of times
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since Sundhy, and he's sure to pay in a day or
two.”

% Jess,” continued Daniel, more gently,
“you're a sharp little girl, I see; and now
mind, I'm going to trust you. You're never to
say & word about me or my coffee-stall;
because the folks at our chapel are very grand,
and might think it low and wean of me to keep
a coffee-stall. Very likely they'd sey I musn’t
be chapel-keeper any longer, and I should lose
a deal of money.”

“«¥Why do you kecp the stall, then 7" asked
Jessica.

“Don't you see what a many pennies T get
every morning?” he said, shaking his canvas
bag. I geta good deal of money that way in
a year.”

«What do you want such a deal of money
for 7 she inquired; “do you give it to God ?”

Daniel did notanswer, but the question went
to his heart like a sword thrust. What did he
want so much money for? He thought of his
one bare and solitary room, where he lodged
alone, a good way from the railway bridge,
with very few comforts in it, but containing 2
desk, strongly and securely fastened, in which
was his savings bank book, and his receipts
for money put out at interest, and a bag of
sovereigns, for which be had been toiling and
slaving both on Sundays and week days. He
could not remember giving anything away,
except the dregs of the coffee and the stale
buns, for which Jessica was asking God to pay
him. He coughed, and cleared his throat, and
rubbed his eves; and then, with nervous and
hesitating fingers, he took a penny from his
bag, and slipped it into Jessica’s hand.

«No, no, Mr. Dan’e),” she said; “I don't
want yon to give me any of your pennies. I
want God to pay you.”

#And le'll pay me,” muttered Daniel;
& there’ll be a day of reckoning by-and-bye.”

# Does God have reckoning days?’ asked
Jessica. I used to like reckoning days when
I was a fairy.”

Ay, ay,” heanswered, * bat there's few folks

" like God's reckoning days.”

" in an instant to be the minister.

# Byt yow'll be glad, won't you?” she said.

Daniel bade her get on with her breakfast,
and then he turned over in his mind the
tboughts which her questions had awakened.
Coascience told him he would not be glad to
meet God's reckoning day.

« Mr. Dan’el,” said Jessica, when they were
about to separate, and he would not take hack
his gift of a penny, *if you wouldn't mind, I'd
like to come and buy a cup of coffee to-morrow,
like a customer, you know : and I won't let out
a word about the stall to the minister, next
Sunday, don’t you be afraid.”

She ticd the penny carefully into the corner
of her rags, and wwith a cheerful smile upon her
thin face, she glided from under the shadow of
the bridge, and was soon lost to Daniel's sight.

CHAPTER YII.

When Jessica came to the street into which
the court where she lived opened, she saw an
unusual degree of excitement among the in-
habitants, & group of whom were gathered
about & tall gentleman, whom she recognized
She elbowed
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her way through the midst of them, and the
minister's face brighten2d as she presented her-
self before him. lHe followed her up the low
entry, across the squalid court, through the
stable, empty of the donkeys just then, up the
creaking rounds of the ladder, and into the
miserable loft, where the tiles were falling in,
and the broken window panes were stuffed
with rags and paper. Near to the old rusty
stove, which served as a grate when there was
a fire, there was a short board laid across some
bricks, and upon this the minister took his
seat, while Jessica sat upon the floor before
him.

“ Jessica,” he said, se dly, “is this where you
live ?”

“Yes,” sle answered. “but we'd a nicer
1oom than this when I was a fairy, and mother
played at the theatre; we shall be better off
when I'm grown up, if I'm pretty enough to
play like her ™

“ My child,” he said, *T'n come to ask your
mother to let you go to schoul in a pleasant
place down in the country. Will she let you
go?”

% No,” answered Jessica, “ mother says she'll
never let me learn to read, or 1o gn to chapel ;
she says it would mahe me good tur nothing.
Bat please sir, she doesn’t know anytning
about your chapel, its such a Jong way off, and
she hasn’t found me out yet. She always gets
very drunk of a Sunday.”

The child spole simply, and as if all she
said was a matter of course ; but the minister
shuddered, and he looked through the broken
window to the little patch of gloomy sky over-
head.

“What can I do?” he cried, mournfully, as
though speaking to himself.

* Nothing, please, sir,” said Jessica, “only
let me come to your chapel of a Sunday, and
tell me about God. If you was to give me fine
clothes like your little girls, mother ‘ud only
rawn them for gin. You can't do anything
more for me.”

* Where is your mother ?” he asked.

% QOut on a spree,” said Jessica, “and she
won't be home for a day or two. She'd not
hearken to you, sir. Therc’s the missionary
came, and she pushed him down the ladder, till
bhe wasnearly killed. They used to call mother
the Vixen at the theatre, and nobody durst say
a word to her.”

The minister was silent for some minutes,
thinking painful thoughts, for his eyes scemed
to darken as he looked round the miserable
room, and his face wore an 1ir of sorrow and
disappointment. At last he spoke again.

“Who is Mr. Daniel, Jessica?” he inquired.

4 0Oh,” she said, cunningly, “he’s only =
friend of mine as gives me sups of coffee. You
don’t know all the folks in London, sir.”

“No,” he answered smiling, ¢ but does he
keep a coffee-stali 77

Jessica nodded her head, bat did not trust
herself to speak.

“How much does a cup of coffee cost?”
asked the minister.

“A full cups a penny,” she answered,
promptly, “ but you can have half a cup; and
there are halfpenny and penny buns.”
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““Good coffee and buns?” he said, with an-
other smile,

“Prime,” replied Jessica, smacking her lips.

“Well,” continued the minister, *“tell your
friend to give you a full cup of coffee and a
penny bun every morning, and I'l pay for
them as often as he chooses to come to me for
the money.

# Jessica's face beamed with delight, but in
an instant it clouded over as she recollected
Daniel’s secret, and her lips quivered as she
spoke her disappointed reply. .

‘ Please, sir,” she said, ** I'm sure he ~ouldn't
come; oh! he couldnt. It3 such a long way,
and Mr. Daniel has plenty of customers. No,
he never would come to you fur the money.”

f Jessica,” he answered, “I will tell you
what T will do. T will trust you with a shil-
ling every Sunday, if you'll promise to give it
to your friend the very first time you sce him.
I shall be sure to know if you cheat me.” And
the keen, piercing eyes of the minister looked
down into Jessica's, and once more the tender
and pitying smile recrned to his face.

1 can do nothing else for you,” he said, in
a tone of mingled ~orrow and questioning.

t No, minister,” answered Jessica, ¢ only tell
rae about God.”

“1 will tell you one thing about bim now,”
he replied. #If I took you to live in my house
with my little daughters, you would have to
be washed and clothed in new clothing to make
you fit for it.  God wanted us to go and liveat
home with him in heaven, but we were so sinful
that we could never have been fitforit. So he
gant his own Son to live amongst us, and to
wash us from our sing, and to give us new
clothing, and to make us ready to live in God's
house. Wlhen you ask God for anything, you
must say ¢ For Jesus Christ's sake. Jesus
Chirist is the Son of God.”

After these words the minister carcfully
descended the ladder, followed by Jessica’s
bare and nimble feet, and she led him by the
nearest way into onc of the great thorough-
fares of the city, where he said good-bye to
her, adding, ¥ God bless yvou, my child,” in a
tone which sank into Jessica’s heart. He had
put a silver sixpence into her hand to provide
for her braakfast the next three mornings. and
with a feeling of being very rich, she returned
to her miserable home.

The next morning Jessica presented herself
proudly as a customer at Daniel’s stall, and
paid over the sixpence in advance. He felt a
littke troubled as he heard her story, lest the
minister should find him out; but he could not
refuse to let the child come daily for her com-
fortable breakfast. If he was detected, he
would promise to give up his coffee-stall rather
than offend the great people of the chapel, but
unless he was, it would be foolish of him to

lose the money it brought in week after week.

CHAPTER 1IX.

Every Sunday cvening the barefooted and
bareheaded child might be scen advancing
confidently up to the chapel, where rich and
fashionable people worshipped God ; but before
taking her place she arrayed herself in a little
cloak and bonnet, which had once belonged to
the minister’s clder daughter, and which was
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kept with Daniel s serge gown, so that she pre-
sented a somewhat more respectable appearance
in the eyes of the congregation. The minister
had no listener more atientive, and he would
have missed the pinched, earnest little face, if
it were not to be scenin the seat just under the
pulpit, At the close of each service he spoke
10 her for a minute or two in his vestry, often
saying no more than a single sentence, for the
day's labour had wearied him. The shilling,
which was always lying upon the chimney-
piece, placed there by Jane and Winny in
tarns, was immediately handed over, according
to promise, to Daniel as she left the chapel, and
s0 Jessica's bieakfast was provided for her week
after week.

Butat last there came a Sunday evening when
the minister, going up into Lis pulpit, did miss
the wistful, hungry face, and the Lhilling lay un-
claimed upon the vestry chimneypicee.  Daniel
looked out for herauxiously every morning, but
no Jessica glided into his secluded corner, to
sit beside him with her bieakfast on her lap,
and with a number of strange guestions to ask.
e felt her absence more keenly than he could
Lave expected.  The child was nothing to him,
Lic kept saying to himself: and yet he felt that
she was something, and that he could not help
being uncasy and aunious about her. Why
had he never inquired where she lived? The
minister kaew, and for a minute Danicl thought
he would go and ask him, but that might
awaken suspicion.  Mow could hie account for
so much anxiety, when he was supposed only
1o know of her abseuce from chapel one Sun-
day evening ? It would be running a risk, and
after all, Jessica was nothing to him. So he
went home and lovked over his savings' bank
book, and counted his money, and he found to
his satisfaction that he had gathered together
nearly four hundred pounds, ané was adding
more every week.

But when upon the next Sunday Jessica's
seat was again empty, the anxicty of the solemn
cliapel-keeper overcame his prudence and his
fears. The minister had retired to his vestry,
and was standing with his arm resting upon
the chimneypicee, and his eyes fixed upon the
unclaimed shilling, which Wiuny had laid there
before the service, when tiiere was a tap at the
door, and Daniel entered with a respecfel but
hesitating air.

Well, Standring 7" said the minister, ques-
tioningly.

«Sir,” he said, “I'm uncomforiable about
that little girl, and I know you've been once to
sce after her; she told me about it and so 1
make bold to ask you where she lives, and 'l
see whad's become of her.”

* Right, Standring,” answered the minister:
I am troubled about the child, and so arc my
little gicls. I thought of going myself, but my
time is very much occupied just now.”

“ T go, sir,” replicd Daniel, promptly ; and
after receiving the necessary information nbout
Jessica’s home, he shut up the chapel, and
turned his steps towards his lonely lodgings.

But though it was getting late upon Sunday
evening, and Jessica’s howe was a long way
distant, Danicl found tha: his anxiety wonld
not suffer him to return to his solitary room.
It was of no use to reason with himself. as he
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stood at the corner of the street, feeling per-
plexed and troubled, and promising his con-
science that he would go the very first thing in
the wmorning after he shut up his cofiee-stall.
In the dim, dusky light, a3 the summer evening
drew to a close, he fancied he could sce Jessica’s
thin figare and wan face gliding on before him,
and turning round from time to time to sec if
he were following. It was only fancy, and he
laughed a little at himself; but the laugh was
husky, and there was a choking sensation in

! his throat, s¢ he buttoned his Sunday coatover

his breast, where his silver watch and chain
hung temntingly, and started off at arapid pace
for the centre of the city.

It was not gquite dark when he reached the
court, and stumbled up the narrow entry lead-
ing to it; bLut Daniel did hesitate when he
opened the stable-door, and looked into 2
blank, black space, in which he could discern
nothing. le thought he kad better retreat
while he could do ro safely; but as he still
stood with his hand upon the rusty lateh, he
Leard a faint, smail voice through the nicks of
the unceiled boarding above his head.

¥ God,” said the litde voice, ¢ please to send
somchody to me, for Jesus Christ's sake, Amen.”

“I'm here, Jess,” eried Daniel, with n sudden
bound of his lreart, such as ke had not felt for
years, and which alinost took away his breath
as ke peered into the darkness, until at last he
discerned dimly the ladder which led up into
the loft.  Very cautionsly, but with an cager-
ness which surprised himself, he ¢limed up the
creaking rounds and entered the dismal room,
where the child was lying in desolate darkness.
Fortunately e had put his box of matchesinto
his pocket, and the end of a wax candle, with
which he kindled the chapel lawmps, and in
another minute a gleam of light shone upon
Jessica’s white features. She was stretched
upon a scanty litter of straw under the slanting
roof where the tiles had not fallen off; with her
poor rags for her only covering: but as her
cyes looked up into Danicel's face bending over,
a bright smile of joy sparkied in them.

“Oh! she cried, gladly, but in a feedle
voice, ¥ its Mr. Dav'el! Iias God told youto
come here, Mr, Dan'el 7

4 Yes, snid Damel, kneeling beside her, and
taking her wastied haned in his,

“Did he tell you at chapel?’ she asked,
faintly.

“Yes,” he answered again, partng the
matted hair upon her damp forchead.

“What did be say to you, Mr. Dan'el 7" zaid
Jessica.

#He told me T was a great sinner,” replied
Danicl. * He told me 1 loved =« little bit of
dirty money better than a poor, friendless,
helpless child, whom he had sent to me to sce
if T would do a little good for his sake. le
looked at me, or the minister did, throngh and
through, and he said, ¢ Thou fool, this night
thy soul shall be required of thee : then whose
shall those things be whicli thou hast provided ?
And I could answer him nothing, Jess. He
was come 10 a reckoning with me, and 1 could
not say¥ a word to him.”

“ Aren't you a good man, Mr. Dan'el 77 whis-
pered Jessica,

“No, I'm a wicked sinner,” he cried, while
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the tears rolled down his solemn face. ¢I've
been constant at chapel, but only to get money ;
I've been steady and industrious, but only to
get money ; and now God looks at me, and he
says, ‘Thou fool! Oh, Jess, Jess! You're
more fit for heaven than I ever was in my life.”

“ Why dun’t you ask him to make you good
for Jesus Christ's sake 77 asked the child.

“[ can’t,”" he said. *I've been kneeling down
Sunday after Sunday when the minister's been
praying, but all the time I was thinking how
rich some of the carringe people were. I've
been loving money and worshipping money all
along, and I've nearly let you die rather than
run the risk of losing part of my carnings. I'm
a very sinful man.”

“But you know what the minister says,”
murmured Jessica. ¢ ¢ Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’™

“I've heard it 50 often that I don't feel it,”
said Daniel.  “I used to like to hear the minis-
ter say it, but now it goes in at one earand out
at the other. My heart is very hard, Jessica.”

By the feeble glimmer of the candle Daniel
saw Jessica’s wistful eyes fixed upon him with
a sad and loving glance: and then she lifted
up her weak hand to her face, and 1aid it over
lLier closed eyelids, and her feverish lips moved
slowly.

* God," she said, “please to make Mr. Dan'el’s
heart soft, for Jesus Christ's sake, .A\men.”

‘¢ She did not speak again, nor did Daniel, for
some time. He took off his Sunday coat, and
laid it over the tiny, shivering frawme, which
was shaking with cold even in the summer
evening ; and as he did so he remembered the
words which the Lord says he will pronounce
at the last duy of reckoning, “ Forasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Daniel
Standring felt bis heart turning with love to
the Saviour, and he howed his head upon his
hiands, and cried in the depths of his contrite
spirit, ¢ God be merciful to me, a sinner.’

CHAPTER X,

There was no coffve-stal! apened under the
railway arch the following morning, ana
Daniel's regular customers stood amazed as
they drew near the empty corner, where they
were accustomed to get their early breakfast.
It would have astonished them still more if
they could have seen how he was occupied in
the miserable loft. 1lehad entrusted & friendly
woman out of the court to buy food, and fuel,
and light, and all night long he had watched
beside Jessica, who was light-headed and
delirious, but. in the wanderings of her thoughts
and words often spoke to God, and prayed for
Mr. Dan'el.  The nighbour informed him that
the child's mother had gone off some days
before, fearing that she was sick of some infee-
tious fever, and that she bagd taken a little care
of her from time to time. As soon as the
morning came he sent for & doctor, and after
receiving permission from him, he wrapped the
poor, deserted Jessica in his coat, and bearing
her tenderly in his arms down the ladder, he

carried her to a cab, which the neighbour

brought to the entrance of the court.
10 no other than to his own solitary home that

It was .
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he had resolved to take her; and when the
mistress of his lodgings stood at her door with
her arms akimbo, to forbid the admission of the
wretched and neglected child, her tongue was
silenced by the gleam of a half-sovercign, which
Daniel slipped into the palm of her hard hand.

By that afternoon’s post the minister received
the following letter :—

“REVEREND SIR,

“1f you will condescend to enter under my
humble roof, you will have the pleasme of
seeing little Jessica, who is at the point of
death, unless God in his mercy restores her.
Hoping you will excuse this liberty, as I cannot
leave the child, I remain with duty,

“ Your respectful servant,
“D. StaxpRING.
teP.S.—Jessica desires her best love and
duty to Miss Jane and Winny.”

The minister laid aside the book he was
reading, and without any delay started off for
his chapel-keeper's dwelling.  There was Jes-
sica lying restfully upon Daniel’s bed, but the
pinched features were deadly pale, and the
sunken eyes shone with a waning light.  She
was too feehle to turn her head when the door
opened, and he pausud for a moment, loovking
at her and at Daniel, who, seated at the head
of the bed, was wurning over the papers in his

. desk, and reckoning up once more the savings

of his lifetime. But when the minister ad-
vanced into the middle of the room, Jessica's
white cheeks flushed into a deep red.

# Oh, minister I she cried, * God has given
me cveryibing I wanted, except paring Mr.
Dan'el for the coffee e used to give me.”

¢ Ah! but God has paid me over and over
again,” said Daniel, rising to receive the minis-
ter. “le’s given me my own soul in cxchange
for it. Let me make bold to speak 10 you this
once, sir. You're a very learned man, and a
great preacher, and many people flock to the
chapel till I'm hard put to it to find seats for
them at times; but all the while, hearkening
to you every blessed Sabbath, I was losing my
soul, and you never once said to me, though
you saw me scores and scures of times, *Stan-
uring, are you a saved man?'”

“ Standring,” said the minister, in a tone of
great distress and regret, “ I always took it for
granted tbat you were a Christian.”

¢ Ah,” continued Danicl, thoughtfully, * but
God wanted somebody to ask me that question,
and he did not find anybody at the chapel, so
he sent this poor little lass to me. Well, I
don't mind telling now, cven if I lose the
chapel; but for a long time, nigh upon ten
vears, I've kept a coffee-stall on week days in
the city, and cleared, one week with another,
about ten shillings: then the chapel was
cighteen shillings a week; but I was afraid
the chapel folks wouldn t approve of the coffec
business as low, so I kept it a close secret, and
always shut up carly of a morning. Its me
that sold Jessica her cup of cotlee, which you
paid for, sir.”

% There's no harm in it, my good fellow,”
said the minister, kindly; * you need make no
secret of it.”?

“ Well,” resumed Danicl, ® the questions this
poor little creature has asked me have gone
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quicker and deeper down to my conscience
than all your sermons, if I may make so fiee as
to say it. She’s come often and often of a
morning, and looked into my face with those
dear eyes of hers, and said, ‘Don’t you love
Jesus Christ, Mr. Dan'el?  ¢Doesn’t it make
you very glad that God is your Father, Mr.
Danel? ‘¢Are we getting nearer heaven
every day, Mr. Dan'el? And one day says
she, ¢ Are you going to give all your money to
God. Mr, Dan'el ¥ Ah, that question made me
think indeed, and its never been answered till
this day. While I've been sitting beside the
bed here, I've counted up all my savings;
397. 17s. it is; and I've said, ‘Lord, its all
thine ; and I'd give every penny of it rather
than lose the child, if it be thy blessed will to
spare her life) ?

Daniel’s voice quivered at the last words,
and his face sank upon the pillow where Jes-
sica’s feeble and motionlees head lay. There
Wwas & very swecet yet surprised smile upon her
face, and she lifted her wasted fingers to rest
upon the bowed head beside her, while she shut
ker gyes and shaded them with her other weak
hand.

“(God,” she said, in a faint whisper which
still reached the ears of the minister and the
chapel-keeper, ¢“I asked you to let me come
home to heaven; butif Mr. Dan'el wants me,
please to let me stay a little longer, for Jesus
Chirist’s sake, Amen.’

For some minutes after Jessica's prayer there
was a deep and unbroken silence in the room,
Daniel still hiding his face upon the pillow, and
the migister standing beside them with bowed
head and closed eyes, as if he also were praying.
When he looked up again at the forsaken and
desolate child, he saw that her feeble hand had
fallen from her face, which looked full of rest
and peace, while her breath came faintly but
regularly through her parted lips. le took
her little hand into his own, with a pang of
fear and grief; but instead of the mortal chill-
aess of death, he felt the pleasant warmth and
moisture of life. Ile touched Daniel s shoulder,
and as the chapel-keeper Iifted up his head in
sudden alarm, he whispered to him, “ The child
is not dead, but ¢nly asleep.”

Before Jessica was fully recovered, Daniel
rented a little honse somewhat nearer the
chapel, for himself and his adopted daughter to
dwell in. He made many inquiries after her
mother, but she never appeared in her old
haunts, and he was well pleased that there was
robody to interfere with his charge of Jessica.
When Jessica grew strong enough, many a
cheerful walk had they together in the early
mornings, a3 they wended their way to the
raitway bridge, where the little girl took her
place behind the stall, and soon learned to
serve the daily customers; and many e happy
day was gpeut in helping to sweep and dust the
chapel, into which she had crept so secretly at
first, her great delight being to attend to the
pulpit and vestry,and the pew where the minis-
ter's children sat, while Daniel and the woman
he employed cleaned the rest of the chapel.
Many & Sunday also the minister in his pulpit,
and bhis little daughters in their pew, and
Daniel treading softly about the aisles, as their
glance fell upon Jessica's eager, earnest, bappy
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face, thought of the first time they saw her
sitting amongst the congregation, and of
Jessica's first prayer.

OLD RSCOTCH CHAPELS IN LOXN-
DON.
L

HE ministry of distinguished

Scotchmen, and the establish-
</ ment of Scoteh congrega-
tions in England, may be
traced back to the Refor-
mation. John Knos not only visit-
ed, but tarried awhile in England,
making his influence felt as a
champion of Protestantism in the
days of Edward and Mary. He
refused a mitre, offered by the one,
and narrowly escaped confessor-
ship or martyrdom, threatened by the other. It
is rarely remembered, that the great man, who
made the Queen of Scots tremble and weep,
officiated in the church of Amersham, and
itinerated during the harvest months, one year,
amongst the corn fields of Buckinghamshire,
and the hop grounds of Kent; and thundered,
in a court sermon before young King Edward,
against certain magnates around his majesty,
saying, “J am greatly afraid that Achitophel
be counsellor, that Judas bear the purse, and
that Shebna be scribe, comptroller and trea-
surer.” In the reign of Queen Elizabeth,a band
of Scotchmen came over into Wiltshire, to as-
sist in building Longleat House for Sir John
Thynne. Being sturdy Presbyterians, they
would not worship in the parish church, but
obtained a cottage fur separate religiousservice,
and a picce of ground in which to bury their
dead. The house was turned into alittle chapel,
still preserved, and a stone belonging to it
bears date 1566. When the first rumble of the
political carthguake, in 1649, began to roll
through London, Scotch commissioners appear-
ed in the city, including certain renowned
clergymen, who had a maunsion assigned them
for their use by the lord mayor and corporation,
adjoining St, Antholin's church, near London
Stone. The house was connected with the
church by a gallers, and the cburch became
devoted to Scotch Presbyterian worship. Com-
munions were there thronged as on the other
side the Tweed. Immense popularity atiended
the ministration of Alexander Henderson, so
that “from the first appearance of the day to
the shutting in the light, the church was never
empty.” lionoured by Puritans, the place was
hated by .Anglican royalists, and Dugdale
grumbles over it as tbe spot whence most of the
seditious preachers were after sent abroad,
throughout all England, to poison the people
with their antimonarchical principles.” The
charge, like so many in that day, is far from
true, for the Presbyterians, Scotch and English,
a5 & body, were not ¢ autimonarchical.” Wit-
ness their conduct at the time of the execution
of Charles I, and in connection with his son’s
attempt in Scotland, and under the Protecto-
rate, and at the Restoration.

The oldest London congregation of Scotch
Presbyterians now in existence, has a history
going back bearly to the Restoration. The
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good people, from the other side the border,
eschewing ' Prelacy, and walking in the steps
of John Knox, then met together for Divine
worship in Founders' Hall, Lothbury. ¢ All
the information that the society itself possesses,
relating to its early state, is contained in a
printed memorial, drawn up by Mr. Lawson,
one of the pastors, at the time of building the
meeting-house. 1t commences by saying, that
the said congregation hath subsisted ever since
there were a sufficient number of people from
Scotland, of the Presbyterian persuasion, to
form a public religious society. And, if tradi-
tion may be depended on, the place above men-
tioned, Founders' Hall, was originally the place
of worship or chapel where the Scots ambassa-
dors attended divine service; but not to lay
any stress on tbis unauthenticated circum-
stance, it is certain, that the Scots congregation
at Founders' Hall, was the only one in this part
of the kingdom for a great number of years ;
amd was in being before Charles II erected by
Lis royal charter, the Scottish Hospital, or chari-
table corporation,of which so many Scots noble-
men and gentlemen have most honourably dis-
tinguished themselves as patrons and benefac-
tors.”

Where and what is Founders' Hall, Loth-
bury ?

Lothbury i3 a street on the north side the
Bank of England, and St. Mary's, Lothbury, is
one of Wren's churches, built after the Fire of
London. In that huilding, every Tuesday,
. +* The Golden Lecture” is preached, where we
have seen crowds of city-men leaving their
office, and abandoning change for an hour, to
be engaged in the worship of Almighty God,
and the hearing of bis gospel. Very refreshing
is the scene amidst the mammon-worship going
on in that neighbourhood; and to the mer-
chants engaged in it the service is as drops of
water on the wheels of life, to prevent their
catching fire and burning up, through over
friction. ¢ Lothbury,” says Stowe, © takes its
name, a3 it seemeth, of berie or court, of old
time there kept, but by whom is grown out of
memory. This street i3 possessed, for the most
part, by founders, that cast candlesticks, cha-
fing dishes, spice mortars, and such like copper
or latten works, and do afterwards turn them
with the foot, and not with the wheel,; to make
them smooth and bright, with turning and
seratting (as some do term it), making aloath-
some noise to the passers by, that have not been
used to the like, and, therefure, by them, disdain-
fully called Lothbury.”

This explains, also, what i3 meant by
Founders’ Court and Founders’ Hall. Founders’
Hall was the hall of the Founders' Company,
and like the halls of some other companies, not
rich enough to keep up their civic state, was
disposed of for other purposes. A few tere
turned into chapels. This was. So, to the
fashioning of metals there succeeded the mould-
ing of souls, and the execrable noises, lamented
Ly Stowe, were fullowed by the voices of devout
Scotchmen, cogaged in the * service of song.”

Alexander Carmicbael seems to have been
the first pastor, and Jeremiah Marsden the
second ; and he died & prisoner in Newgate,
1684, for his nonconformity. He had suffered
much for conscience sake: long wandering
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about as a fugitive ; and on his two and twen-
tieth removal be exclaimed, “ O my soul, what
a sojourneying state hath thy life been! now
bere, then there, and in no abiding posture! If
ever soul had any, thou hast cause to seek and
look after a better inheritance, in the mansions
and city that hath foundationsof God's laying!’
In Marsden'’s time, the congregation met some-
times at Dyers’ Hall, and sometimes at Found-
ers’ Hall. From the records of the company we
find that the date of the lease, for securing the
hall to the Presbyterians, bears date 1672, the
year of King Charles’ indulgence. A fresh lease
was granted in 1687, the year of King Jameg’
grant of toleration.

A very notable man served this church, as
pastor, from 1098 to 1716. Most readers have
heard of Fleming's * Fulfilment of Prophecy,”
a book which attracted considerable notice a
few years ago, from the coincidence between
certain passing events, and the prophetic cal-
culations of the author. A likeinterest it excit-
ed in 1794, frum the versification, as considered
by many, of the writer's opinion, through the
downfall of the French monarchy. Robert
Fleming, of renown among prophetical students,
was the Lothbury pastor at the time just indi-
cated. e had been piously ecducated, and at
the age of thirteen, formally devoted himself to
the Lord in a solemn covenant. Crossing the
sea to Holland when a youth, he was imperilled
by a storm, which led to earnest prayer, and
after deliverance, was succeeded by earnest
praise. He had a full persuasion he should not
die, but that God would preserve him to preach
the gospel. Preparatory studies were com-
menced by him at Edinburgh, and were com-
pleted at Leyden and Utrechit. In the Dutch
universities he worked hard, and addicted him-
self, especially, to theological reading. But for
awhile he propcsed to forget the age in whicls
he lived, and to throw himselfb..ck to the days
of the ancients, and to scek acquaintance with
“ men of the greatest figure and fame.” e, ac-
cordingly, consulted the remains of heathen an-
tiquity, and, while lamenting the barren and
uncultivated regions of thought, as he called
them, through which he had to pass, he also
admired the * greatness of soul thal appeared
in some, under the greatest disadvantages.’
Rays of light were tinged with vapours. and
blended with offensive exbalations, but he could
appreciate the lustre and fragrance, notwith-
standing their drawbacks. Ie seems to have
gone the round of ancient philesophy, not with
an unsettled mind like Augustine; but like
Augustine, when he had completed his circuit
of speculation, he came to God in Christ, a3
revealed in the gospel, and found there the onty
real home of the human spirit.  “ The hear.s
restless till it rests in thee,” were the words of
the illustrious Latin father, at Hippo, and they
express the sentiment of the devout Scotch
divine, at Founders’ Hall, Lothbury. His
studies in Holland made him a workman not to
Le ashamed in London. There, aftera pastorate
at Rotterdam, he preached, and there he wrote,
for a series of years, ever growing in know-
ledge, picty, and reputation. lHe was much
valued by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
other prelates, and shared in some degree the
confidence of bLis sovercign, William III, who
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frequently consulted him,~—r. Fleming, with
chamcteristic moedesty aml prudence, wishing, ¢
whenever called 1o court, that the royal !
audiences should be zanted with the greatest |
rossible privacy. The temper of the man i3
scen in the following extrart from his works:

# 1 have no other ambition, than to engage,
and draw men over 1o the great andg catholic
interests of Christianity itself, in order to their
becoming the followers and servants of our
glorious God and Hlessed Saviour: so { am sure
1 can confidently say, without vanity araffecta-
tion, that there is not onc in the world that ©
cver had just cceasion as much as to think,
that 1 &id, at any time, attempt to bring any

TI0N OVEr 10 INY Way,as 2 pariy. Andas thus
I kare been far from seeking eitker Lionour,
interest, or popslarity, o there are not a few
that ¢can bear me witaess, that I ave incurred
the cersare 6f some merr of very ditferent deno-
minations, beeause ¥ could never be fuduced to
think téat religion did properiy stand in the
Tituals of any of thic contending partics. The
differences, therefore,—but especially the ani-
mositics that are among e Protesiant Chris-
UVans,~have cver heen gricvous and afllictive
to nie.  And to Iieal these I conld cheetfelly
e effered up 2t sacrifice, if I can bo supposed
10 be conscions of e sentiments aund move-
meats of mx own sonl. For though we, of this
congreglinn, differ from ail othicrs that dissent
from the epizcapal communion, in this tat we
ave, in A peculiar sense, upon a national fozn-
dalion, viz, in a3 far a8 we nol only own the
same charch gavernment, bat keep up the same
way that the Chnreh of Scotlrad uteth in bor
prblic administtations, 1o which most of w3
belong as matives, and all of us as proscirtes,
Xei I must pblicly own, that absimcting
from i, T am a dissenter from that sty
that copress and monopolize e nawme of
e Clirch of Eagland.  For thungh 1 kave
crer looked upwon other controversics as wore
odifring aad momentons than thore wnhappy
ones that bave kept ihat 2 Yods and ours
divided, Yot I Imve 14 fa7 considered them, a5
hitherio to findd w0 reaton o qwit that wag { was
sducated in, reiwithelanding the speciors tea-
sans made uscof 1o prejadice preplenmainsti vy,
as schismatics, m=iber Uan to convinee us At
we are 0.

S The getting of his oin,” we are told, ¥xas
Fevereand cheerfnl.  Inencof Lis last sesmmonsg
1o his congregation, when tieating on the swb- ¢
oot of elermal §ife, e was olxtesved o beas in
mplare.  The weaner be appreacked o e 5
ciemal world, the mote distinglir ke saw its !
glotics, and labwoned o seniter iis teame,
Ielove his own light was extiagnithed.  Tnthe
near apprvaches of Sirsolniion ke oatied for
Lis ohildnem, bRl conld mol colleet suflicient

Wwengih o ek o Unem.  Hapidly, ther dM
Tot tew siaad oo much in roed of Siscomntels,
aving boen tained in (e far of God; asd e
Tad the watisfaction of leaviag them wnder the
<aie of 2 phoss and afecticraie wother. Mg
Dengregatinn Iad fxed x day to fmplete the !
Abmighiy for the continnance of higweclel life,
bt Befove the dar camme be was taken o vot.
He wag aggwred, throngh bis Savionts meslty, |
vl when be ket 1his wosld, be shoni e with ;
Lim in pamadize; and comboriod himpaii amd !

[T O YNV,
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them with the hopes that God would make his
church on earth more like, in grace and peace,
1o that above. Thus we may conceive him
taking his leave as it were in the words of
Joseph and of Joshua; *1 dic; but God will
surely visit you: nor shall any one thing fail
of all the good which God hath spoke concera-
ing his church.”

Fleming died in 1714, rich in the enjorment
of his people s affeciion, and in the csteem and
honour of gaod men of all parlics.

Dr. Johin Cumming succeeded him, a man of
crudition and potwer, whodistingaished himself
in tc famous Hoadly controversy, touching the
relations of church and siate, the presbyter
taking side with the bishop in resisting coclesi-
astical despotisus.  He was also zealous in the
defence of the doctrine of thie Holy Trinity, and
beeame conspicuous in the memomble synodof
dissenting divines, a1 Salters” Hall. Cumming's
ministerial course, though lonourable and
inflacntial, was bat short, for he dicd at The
age of fortv-four: and it may perchance com-
fort the licant of gome reader, solicitous about
the fmnre of his family, should God soon call
Lim away, to learn ihat this screant of Christ
€aid to D, Exle, ¥ lle was petfectis easyasto
§iis personal concerus, and that nothing troubled
him bat the circumstances of bis famile”™ The
only closd on his wind soon broke, and lelt
perfect sanshine. A few hours Icfore death,
he gaid to another fiend, 3 That he had then
committed thataiso to God, and waseasy there.™
Other names of worth Hlfow, of 1o padlic
note=—\Wishart, Paztinglon, and Siccle. In
1752, we reach Ure ministry of Robert Lawson,
2 godir man, winning honours from his com-
peers, wham we paunse here to mention parlica-
latly, beeaure, daring bis ministyy, the Scotch
congregation removed from Founders’ Hall <o
Londen Wall.

Lendan Wall chisrch was opened on the 234
of Inly, 1753, by the pastors and, according to
Wilson, the hatlding, inclading the fitting up,
<osl hearly sevenicen hiundred ponnds. To mite
this sum, Nr. Lawsan cirenlated a pristed ad-
dress o his connlrymen, exciling them, v a
vaziely of atguments, ta 1 likral coniribaltion.
This Imd the desined offects for within 3 very
sherl timye the entite sum Tequired Xas mised.
The wecling-fouse i dereriled as a large,
grxre, byick odifer, sshetantialle brily, con-
tadniag Giree large gallesics, anl teating abowt
a thvseamd prople.

Within thir odifice the cleguent Do Henrx
Hanier preacked for hinyeone years.  liie
¥ Sacned Fography,” containing disconrict un
Seriplese clanmciers, made e antkor kaown
Ty contesnporaries bevamd the cirele of his own
angicgation and fiends. and kax een the
wrans of Inasrminting tows A knowhedpeof the
opelar lnadon Wali preacher. aga masi of sewme
proxvy and of more pelith—al thelnvical skill,
and of ministerial Hdelite.  We femembner the
Tkt vocll g the noqeaintanee of ony early dare,
winn 1t made instrnclive and pleasant impocss
snF on 0T Ml Tow Tolames of sctrons
ate wenthamed N k3 Wogmapher, in which,
sty favensable ypecimens of palpit cloe
SIERCE; Wese ane Taemelty, awcedoles, and
lmsisations of perdons and crents, which gave
e to the Selivery of the discomsier. “latkiz
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part of the work,” it is said, # we have the real
character and sentiments of Dr. Hunter de-

lineated, with even more accuracy than if he |

had writtein a formal Jife of Limself” Dr,
Hunter distinguished himself somewhat as a
general lillerateur, publishing translativns of
several forcign works, amongst the rest, Lava-
iers < Eszsays ou Physiognomy,” and the
- Studies of St Pierre.” But his literary Iabours
&l nut interfere with his pulpit dutices, or bis
cflurts in the causc of Clristian charity. e
streavously supporied the Sucicty fur Propa-

sating Christian Knowledge in the Highlands '

and Islands of Scotland, and filled the office .
eccretary 10 the Loard of Correspondence i
London. He dicd in 1§02, and on his grave-
stone, in Bunhill Ficlds, is engmred the fulloxw-
ing inscription from thc pen of D Collyer,
which we copy as a specimen of the style of
opitaph common in those dars :—

# Beneath this pillar, maised by the hands of |
friendship, sleep the mortal remaing of he
Rev. Henrr Hunter, DD, wlo thro'a long life,
deemed of those whe kaerw him, alas ! coshort, |
scrved with unwearie! assidaity the caase of |
religion, lilemiure, and the pour.  In him, 10 &
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distinguished talents and a capacious mind
werg united energy of dispositipn, aflubility of
manners, benevolence of heart, and warmth of
affection.  Iu the hearts of these who were
blessed with his friendship, is preserved the
most sacred and inviolable atiaclment; but
kis Lest eulogivm, and his most durdble wemo-
rial, will be found in his writisgs, therelichas
an inscriptinn which tlie revalations of vears
cannot efface ; and when ke nettle shait skire
the base of this monument, and the 1moss oblite-

* rate this fecble testimonial of affection, when

finally sinking under the pressure of years, this
ular skall tremble and fail over the dust it
wovers, bis name shall be perpetuated 10 genera-
tions unborn?! Reader, thus far suffer the cffu-
sious of afleciionale ramnembrance when noade-
quate culoginm can be pronounced, and whenno
otherinscription was necessary 1o perpeiuate the
memory, than Henry Hunter, thirty-one years
yastor of the Scots Churcli, London Wall, and

" on Wednesday, the 27th of October, 1502, left
lis family and kis church 1o deplore, but

Lever o relrieve, his 1oss; and sileatly took
1. fiight to hivavea iu the sixty-sccond vear of
s uge”

Rliscellancous.

s
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A NEETING OF LOXDON THIEY

A gathering of a wost peenliar chamcler
ok place last week in the weighbonrhood of
the Middlcsex Sessions Houge, Cleshenell
Greer, in accordance with an asvertised nolice
Tunning  hws :—Y Thicves, thicves, lever,
alterd he prilic medting in the Manston fionse,
Tornmill Street, Clerkenwelly, nwar 10 Hick's
all; en Wednesdar evening wext.  Addresses
will be defivered by a selumned convicy, and
shree converied thicves.  Dowts open al geven.
Free admission.” In addition 10 the above,
which was adveriised, & very poessing invita-
tion was issmed by Mo, W, J. Gautlin, who agie |
2§ FeGelary to Ui wmission, e all the most de-
peaved clamcters ia this netosioss acighbonr.
froed; incleding, as i decs, e pardicns of Cox
Crots, Wert Sireel, Safron Il amd e
handred amd one sdjuacis of the Frringpan
Alicy slampe The thivees were visited at theis
oxn howmes, and in the geaticss whore they
were known by x ivileged fore to resert, and
e Tegsll was al soen after the appeinied
howt the latge 70em was commnnd {n galfoea-
tion, awd indoed at a ssbrogacat jetiod of the
crening e dewand of the crowd Yo hear ¢
TATioR: Seakers was 1o vehrment the i was
fornd necesaty (o dcijaich some of e down
on e list to gk 1o bold asccond mectiagin |
anotder past of the imilding, and this was x¢
Fpeedile amd ag denror crowded xs the finy,
and sBI there wene craxds of Hingeness onliide
who fosnd it imporsible to gain adminion, amd |
expressed  theit Qimppeiniment in ono vere
weasated terme,  Trecirely at Balfipant seten
e procecdivgs commenced with Ne. Cattlia |
Fering ap x $ailable prarer, aficr which the

[

aszemblage, which up to this time was compos-

. od about oqraily ofmalesand fanales of neasly

all ages, and of o very gqaict and regpecifal
demeanor, commenced singing an hiymn to the
accompaniment of 2 blind younyg waman on the
harmonium, when n violent rash was heard
from the approaches from the street, and in-
mediately e place was besicged by a mob of
wren and Ioys, why wore wast indabitablv the
badge of the class 1o which they Udlonged,
and for whate especial beaefit the mecling had
hoen allel. Ia every description of dress,
Yroad-cloth coats, fusiian snils, the feedy and
shabby memtecl, the mgged shirt sleeve, vuvest-
od, and 2 pdece of siring 10 uplnld the nother
garmen?, with a majerity of begrimed flegh and
sagpicionsly cropywed Imivy this stream possed
in the place. The coarte sailice and jesig

ad 15 some for eases the candemnation of the
aumorphere in langeage wol Glted for eass
jroiite, complelely Jdrownnd the singing and
plaring, and il wag some time Wefore the oferis
of ke commitice Tesslied in getting this greas
inflsx ooty teated, and resteting somclhing
like qakct. Howeres, with all thiz apjarcnz

_ rabdle, the langaage nitened generally was nol

of that chamcier which might kave en ex-
peciod from that cage.  Berend a siight admo-

Won for langhing and wlking, tiere was
notking 19 compiain of in the geneml conducs
of the closclyejaciied mats urless U wag the
uie of gach expressinnt as Y Gome ony, Jim,
1his 5 oo hot for wc,” v, AN wight B,
Tre sent ont for 3 gallon of wle; lets lave
" Oa the other band, the majorily paid
eariied Alteation and APt 1o tie addresies

cof the variowns spreakess, and jolmed heastily

in e singing of the hrmug, and in more than
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one case the tears could be seen running down
the cheeks of some of the older thieves, One
maan, evidently approaching his allotted three-
score and ten, sobbed audiblr, on the expres-
sion of some well-pointed moral, and wiped his
eyes with his old cloth cap. Amongst the
jurveniles, the true character of Lord Shaftes-
bury’s young London Arab twas plainly mani-
fested. Afier singing a hymn, Mr. Cattlin de-
livercd a short but imopressive address, intro-
ducing the “returned convict” and the # con-
verted thicves™ to the meeting, and in doing
so spoke of lis experience in the mission, and
of the sorrow and misery of the thief, even in
his best times, and their mental and bodily
sufferings at otbers. Ie pointed to the various
scriptural texts which were conspicuously
placed in different places of the room, in sup-
port of his exhiortations to his hearers to repec-
tance. A young-looking man of foreign ap-
pearance (John F—), who was described asa
converted billiard-marker and gambler, then
offcred a very long prayers and some portions
of the Scriptures were read. Jim S— was then
introduced a3 one of the converted thieves. He
was dressed in 2 suit of black, and appeared
in & very anxious mood to deliver his address.
e traced the history of his fall from the path
of honesty and his retura to it again. As the
speaker was retiring, & scenc of great violence
and uproar took place, in consequence of the
centrance of R man in 2 state of mad intoxica-
tion, aad who was ssid 10 be blind ; hescreech-
cd and howled, and tearing off his coat chal-
lenged the bLest man to fight. The women
rashed out of the place screaming, and in the
mélée several people were knocked dowe, but
at lengeh two or three powerful men seized the
intruder and carried him out, recciving severs
blows, kicks, aud scratches as thieir reward.
The rcturned convict (on order being ves-
tored) then came forward and delivered nis
address; and after some farith:r prager and
singing the meeting was brought 1o a clos:,
and the large assemblage qaictly disperzed.
There were no police xbout the place ia uni-
form, although a detective or two were Tecog-
nised by some of the fraternity.—Daly Neas.

Narioxat Bie Sociery oF Scotiaxd.—A
meeling Iin conncction with thiz socicly was
ficldat Lochgilphead in the Established Charch,
on Tuesday evening—1the Rev. P N, Mackichen
in the chair.  The mecling baving been opeacd

with prager by the Rev. J. Maciatosh; was ad-

dresszd by M= W, J. §1wan, who wag prezent
s & deputation from the society. Me. Camphell
of Anchendastoch moved e formation of a
Lochgiiphead and Andrishaigz Auxiliary Lible

Soticly. The notion was sceonded by the et |

G. X. MacCasg, and cordialls adopied. The
appoiatmeat of office-bearers was projrosed by
Rev. W. Fraser, scconded by the Rev. Ne
Ewiag—Xr. Campbell of Shirvan being named
President, and the Rithop of Argrll and the
1sles Vice-President, with 2 Committce includ-
ing all the munisters in the oo tomas. W\ leiler
was read from e Bishop, expressing his deep
segret that from ill-health ke wag unabic to
<27y out Bis iatention of Leing prefent, and
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stating bis earnest desire to assist this national
effort for circulating the Scriptures throughout
the world. The meetiug closed with votes of
thanks to the deputation and the chairman,
and with the benediction.

Largs.—Four stained glass memorial win-
dows have just been erected in the Parish
Church here, presented by several ladies and
gentleman coanected with the place. The win-
dows have been designed and executed by
Messrs. W, & J. J. Kier, Glasgow.

Tue Exenress v tae Cnorera Hosrirars.—
. A Paris letter gives the following account
of the recent visit of the Empress of the French
10 Amiens:—* At the station but five persons
—the Prefect, the Mavor, the Bishop, the Pro-
curcur-General, and Madame Connean—receiv-
e¢d her Majesty, who instantly drove to the
: Hotel Dicu. She not only entered every cholera
, ward, but stood for some minutes by the bed-
; sidc of every patient, and taking the hand of
it each—in most cases damp with the dews of
; death—Lent low 1o catch, the answers to her
} thoughtfal inquiries. As she was about to quit
i
i
|
H
¥

the hospital ;she perceived two little children
weeping bitterdy.  They had just heard of the
death of their last parent. The Empress, kissing
the forchead of the little girl, immediately said
“Je les adople.” Among those who were shorw-
ing symptoms of convaiescince was a young
. English girl sentenced to three moths® incarce-
ration, and who had been removed from the
" towa prison to the hospital on being seized with
: illoess. The poor girl, encouraged by the sym-
pathising expression and gentle kindness of
i the Empress, ventured to implore ler to inter-
cede fur her release—rwhich, of course, she is
ceririn of obiaining.  From the Hotel Dieu her
* Majesty went to the Prefecture, where the Iadics
* of the town twere assembled to see her. She
+ excused herself from the ceremony of presenta-
tivn, regretling the shoriness of Ume at her
. disposal, and; merely bowing as she passed
through the salsn, partook of a basty luncheon,
aad started with as liutle delay as possible for
the charitable refuge in the Fanbourg Nozon,
thence to the Maison des Petitss Smar des
Paurres, which visit was specially graifying,
as fts inmates are of the ety poorest and low-
cst clasgs of society. Thence to the Maison de
Sceours de  Notwwe-Dame de Saint Sex, o
i Cazclte, and to Saint Jacques. Alcachof these
+ institutions it was remarked that she remained
- longest by the side of the dying and of the
worst cates. To detcribe the cnthusiaan excited
by the vitit t» this plaguc-ctricken city is im-
possible.  For hours after she had quitted the
sick-wants the poor sulfering patients repreated
¢ty cach other the wonds of encoumagement and
of religion and consolation this gracions
woman had ponred on thcir degpairing bearts.
Iefore Teaching the flation she insicird an
SHapping at an orphan hoanse, aat theugh
* cvidenlly much exhansted, got ant of her car-
- giage and remained sufficiently Inag to seeall
. the children and bostow conds of approbation
.oa Ux commilice, which had me', searceely,
howerer, venturing 1o hope that rfter so much
fatigas and infal excitement her stength
world permit of ker visit.

-
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o~ . (34 .
Sabbatl Aeadings.
« THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH.”

** Yea, though I walk threugh the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no cvil : for thou art with me H
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."—'=aLy xxiii. 4.

BY THE RETV. JAMES CULROSS.

P to this point nothing
> has been said direetly in

the psalm, though somc-
thing hss been implied, of
the gloomy in good men's
experience. Hitherto all ap-
pears sunny and  gladsome,
Jjust answering to the words.
# They shall walk, O Lord,
in the licht of thy countenance.”™ But as
a matter of fact the gloomy~—the dark and
distressful—is as real, often as Jarge, cer-
tainly as decply blissful, an clement in
goud men's experience as the bright and
joveus; and any account of this experience
would be defective, and so far untruthful,
if the dark and distresful were passed with-
cut notice.  We mect this clement in the
fives of the noblest and saintlicst—the men
of decpest nature and closest walk with
God—Ifrom Abraham, ou whom fell “an
horror of great darkness,” on and up to
the Beloved Son, who said in the garden,
“ My soul is cxeeeding sorrowful, even unto
death.”  The Book of Psalms, especially,
reveals the largencss of this experience for

God's people;; telling of bread steeped in ,
tears and drink mingled with weeping ; of ,

an horrible pit and miry clay, of eries
fram the depths; of the heart being smit-
ten and  withered like gmss; of decp
calling unto deep; of the waters com-
ing in unto the soul; of the life draw-
ing nigh unto the gmte.  The love of God
docs not shicld from this expericnee, but
leads into it. Cne whe docs not know
that love, who has not marked its *mys-
terious ways,” its farsceing wisdom and
its deep purpese of blessing, might expect
after that word, ¥ e leadeth me in the
paths of rightcousuess,” to be told nexteof
“ growing ardour  aud “ growing bright-
ness;” but instead, here is the walley of
the shadow of death.  And they who know
mast of God's love will be the first to re-
cugmise this as the divine order.

The * pains of death™ are the sorest and
most dreaded of paing , the “bitterne - of

ful of terrors; the “shadow of death” is
the blackest of shadows. It is produced
Ly death coming cloudlike between us and
the sun, causing not only durkness but an
icy chill, and is thus the emblem of depriv-
ation, misery, mental and spiritual distress.
The darkness which it means is darkness
of the thickest kind ; the gloom, the most
unrelieved and intense. So Job, in curs-
ing the day of his birth, says, ¢ Let- dark-
ness and the shadow of death stain it;”
and Isaiah, telling the woful condition of
men destitute of the knowledge of the
living and true God, describes them as
“ sitting in the region and shadow of death.”

Standing on 2 hill-ridge in the High-
lands, I have scen the mountain-tops, far
and near, bright with the glow of the sct-
ting sun, while the valleys low down lay
in dimness, almost darkness, and the sound
of the stream, as it reshed along its rocky
bed far beneath, scemed to come out of the

" gloom of midnight. I have seca the sha-

dow creeping upward towards a flock of
sheep that whitened a high slope, and the
shepherd with the aid of his dog rapidly
gathering them and leading them to their
place for the night, the shadow overtaking
them before the shepherd's task was done.
It is not, however, such a scenc that is
brought into view in this verse; it is mot
the cvening shadow closing in upon the
flock on their way to the fold ; but a differ-
cnt scene.  The word rendered * valley™
docs not answer cxactly to our Eunglish
word, which suggests a pleasant lowland
sweep bounded by sleping hill-sides; nor
cven to the modern Arabic ¢ wady” or tor-
rent-bed, filled in the mainy season and dry
the rest of the year; it is rather, as its
derivtion indicates 2 chasm or rent among
the hills—like Gcehenna—a decp, abrupt,
faintly-lighted ravine with steep sides and
narrow floor, the bushes almost mecting
ovcthead. Some savage glen among the
hills of Judah, familiar to David during
his shepherd-life, may have supplied the
image, some deep narrow defile where the

death” is bitterness of the sharpest kind; | robber lurks and tzkes the fock at a disad-

the “ terrors of death™ are the mest fright- |

vantage, or in which some fierce beast of
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prey has its lair.  Of course, in the failing -
light and bluckening shades of dusk the
gloom would be more than doubled. i
This valley of death-shadow represents |
the gloomy and distressful in good men’s
experience, when the  power of darkness”
comcs in upon us; when the light f‘rom:
above is intercepted ; when calamities |
threaten us from every side; when appre- |
hensions of sin and wrath spring up in the ,
bosom afresh, and all things combine to -
cloud the mind and to destroy our confi-
dence in God.  To walk through this val. .
ley menus. in all our lips, to die. It is'!
not to be denied or overlooked that there
is something awful in the cxperience indi- |
cated by that word dying. We take a
final leave of everything carthly; we go
down toward a realm that is not lighted
from the haman side, with awful shadows
across our pathway; we go down alone,
sbsoluteiy alone, so far as cven faithfullest
human friendskip is concerned ; we know !
not what mysterious pangs may await us !
in the last hour; and the consciousness of !
sin starts awful imaginings. 1 do not
speak of those only who know not God,
and who are destitute of the blessed hope.
Men assuredly reconciled to God, and
trusting in him, sometimes have very deep
gloom towards the last, and many o heart
fear that they shall never obtain entrance |
in at the gate, and though really going Lome,
find the way very far from cloudless. o
think only of dying, however, is greatly to
narrow the applieation of David's words:
cspeeiaily now, under the dispensation of
the Spirit.  If death throws down tre-
mendons shadow, Christ has brought life |
and immortality to light through the gos- |
pel.  Asarmie. believers do not find the
avenue to the other world dark: on the |
contrary, the cternal light flings its radiance |
on their path; the cternal peace attends
them ; the eternal love is shed abroad swith-
m their bosom; not scidom they rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
An example comes up as I write—that of
an old soldicr who had served throughout j
the Peninsular war and at Waterloo, a |
plain, simple-minded man who had lived
a blameless Christian life, and whose most |
noticcable characteristic, perhaps, was the |
sinzular clevation of his spirit in prayer. |
As his strength declined and he wore slow-

— -
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the morning of his death, he said—and his
face beamed with a most perfect serenity—
“T have taken many a journcy in my time;
this morning I am taking the pleasantest

» Journey of all—1 am going home to my

Father's house.” It isnot” the esception
but the rule. At evening time it shall be
light.  Such cases meet us ever and again,
awd remind us that the land of Beulah bor-
ders with the celestial country.
“ Sure the last end
Of the grood man is peace,  How calin hisexit!

1 he nazhtedews fall not genther to the ground,
Nor weary worti-out winds expire so soft.”

John Bunyan, as it scems to me, assigns to
the valley of the shadow of death its true
place, when he puts it down midway be-
tween the gate and the river. e deseribes
it 100, in one touch (out of which David
Scott has made his wonderful picture—the
shadow below shapen according to the ter-
ror-fuct above)—he deseribes it in one touch
when he says, ““ Death slso doth always
spread his wings over it.” Night brings
out the silver-shining moon and sapphire
stars; but necither moeon nor stars are seen
here. It is a region of' gloom, most strangely
haunted with cvil things, filled with spee-
tral shapes and horrors, with faces of hope-
Irss woe and evil passion appearing dimly
from behind adamantine chains. and made
hideous with mutterings and wailings as «f
lest spirits under unutterable misery.
Sowctimes the very foundation-truths of
the gospel ure brought into doubt, or our
personal “* evidences™ arc lost.  Whispers
of blasphemy, too, are projected into the
mind. scarce distinguishable from our own
thoushts; or suggzestions that we shall yet
perishy, while the memary of past sinsiscall-
cd up, and wnrepealed curses scem almost
to burn on cvery page of the Book; or hel-
lish taunts, Whcre §s nowe thy God ? as if
our shepherd had led us into danger and
then descrted us.  And oft-times when we
lift our foot to sct it forward, we know not
where we are to plant it down. The valley
is thus the symbol of the gloomy, the
distressful, the dark and terrible, in good
men’s expericnee.

Now this dark valley lies in the way
along which the Good Shepherd leads his
flock for his namc’s sake. It cammot be
avoided. Yer, love would not let us avoid
it, lest we should miss a blessing.  When

ly away, his cheerfulness increased, and | David says, « Though T walk,” he is not
he would talk with solemn gladuess about | putting = mere hypothetical case, but a
what lay before him.  Dying had ceased | very real one.  We are not to suppose that
to trouble him ; hie alwayscalled it “falling | some strange thing has happened to us
asleep.”  As I shook hands with him on ¢ when we are conducted into this valley: it
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lies in the way heavenward: if we are go-
ing thither we must pass through it; and
the assurance of a divine shepherd-love
will not lead to any different expectation.

An experence is here acquired by God's |

people that could be acquired nowhere else,

and that they would not eschange, when |

once obtained, for all the biessings of pro-
sperity ; cancer-roots of selfishuess, that

strike down so deeply in our nature, are

killed ; we learn to talk by faith; we learn

to look into the invisible and unfathomuble ; |
a glorious order of virtues is called forth -

—meeknesss, gentleness, composure, cour-
age, self-command, patience, joy,—such as

could not be attained, except in the most

rudimentary way, in unclouded sunshine;
and even the ordinary virtues become more
vigorous and beautiful. We should miss
more than we can tell, or even conceive, in
cvading this valley.

Yet somehow, even when we know that
Love leads us in, it is natural for our poor,
weak human hearts to shrink and fear in
the entering.
those who are constitutionally brave.
children only, but cven strong men; and
sometimes strong men mere than children.

“ They feared as they entered the clond™ !

—Dbright though it was.  Twmagination peo-
ples the darkness with shapes of terror.
Somewhere or other there may be danger
couching invisible in the gloom. watching
its opportunity, and ready to spring forth
upon us without warning; and even when

there is none, our faithless hearts eall up |

a thousand frizhtful possibilities; and our
fears are nonc the less distressing that
they are vaguce and shapeiess, but rather
all the more.

What is the bearing of the Lord’s flock
in entering this valley ? it comes into view
in these words, which one speaks for all.
“ 1 will fear no evil.”  Mark, it is a single
voice that speaks, a man all alone, conscious
only of the presence of God. I will gointo
the death-gloom without dread and palpita-
tion of the heart. There may be threat-
cning, alarm, evil (tiger-like) watching its
opportunity, all around ; curses flung out of
the datkness by the enemy, as if they were
yet unrepealed ; but Ishallnot be disquicted
or dismayed, for cvil shall not be allowed to
harm me, yea, rather shall be compelled to
contribute to my well-being.  Most wonder-
ful is it how largely and how variously this
fearless confidence comes out in the Book of
Psalms—not from the sanguine and untried,
but from those who have had widest and
profoundest experience—who have been in

Not the timid only, but
Not
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the valley ani have come forth of it wnhurt,

yea, nobler and loftier spiritually. ¢ Though

an host should encamp against me, my
! heart shall not fear.”  “ God is our refuge
. and strength, a very present help in trouble:
therefore will not we fear though the earth
be removed. and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea.”” « T'hou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night
nor for the arrow that flicth by day, nor
i the pestilence that walketh in darkness,
nor for the destruction that wasteth at
noonday.” “ The Lord is thy keeper; the
Lord is thy shade upon the right hand:
the sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the
moon by nizht: the Lord shali preserve
thee from ail evil; he shall preserve thy
soul: the Lord shall preserve thy going out
and thy coming in from this time forth «nd
even for evermore.”

On what does this fearless courage rest ?
Not on the thought that tl ere s no evil in
the durk valley.  That were false because
aroundiess sccurity.  There may be evil
ercat and manifold in the valley; evil that
has the heart, if only it had the opportunity
, to rin us; tens of thousands setting then:-
. selves against us round about; the devil
himself’ going about like a roaring lion
secking whom he may devour.  Nor docs
it vest on the foelish fancy that we are able
ourselves to cope with the ovil.  We can-
not cven sec to defend ourselves, although
. we had the strength < and any fight in which
. we migzht engage were a fight n the dark.
Our courage rests on our eonsciously enjoy-
, ing the presence of Jehovah our shepherd.
., All minor cousiderations arc omitted here
, —such zs. that others have been in the val-

ley already, thehope of getting well through
i it, the thought that bright-harnessed angel-

euards surround us. and so forth—and the

soul fixes on this chief thing of all, the shep-
t herd’s presence. This is the thought that
1 calins every tremor of the heart and allavs
all apprehension, ¥ Thou art with we,"—
thou my Shepherd, in thy love, and truth,
and almightiness,—thou who hast said,
& Fearnot ; for I am with thee; be not dis-
mayed. for [ am thy Ged ; I will strengthen
thee, yea, L will help thee, yea, T will uphold
thee with the right hand of my rightcous-
ness,”"—thou who art more to me than all the
universe besides.  In this Sadducean age
it is not uncommon to explain it away, and

to resolve the presence of God with his peo-
h)]c into mere unvarying law. O yes, men

say, he is with them figuratively or spirit-
. wally, inasmuch as his providential arrange-
I mants and laws of working are on their

|
!
I
|
i




302

side. But evidently Duvid means some-
thing more real and personal. The Lord
does not merely “sitin the heavens” sup-
perintending the vast and complicated
machinery of providence, and making all
things work for good to them that love him;
he does not merely watch from a distance,
and listen to our cry, and send us help out
of his sanctuary; but in a most real and
living sense heis “ present” with us. Ie
is indeed unseen. Qur five senses tell us
nothing about him; he *dwelleth in the
light which no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see;”’
but not the less assuredly is he nigh—a
living, loving, personal God—compassing
our path and our lying down, and acquaint-
ed with al! our ways. David knew it, and
sohe laid himself down and slept, with
thousands of cruel enemies girding him
around ; the three young Hebrews knew it,
as they walked loose and unharmed in the
midst of the fire, and One with them like
unto the Son of God. Whena ship plunges
forward into a dark and stormy sca, 1t keeps
away fear from the passengers to know that
the captain is on deck, and that his cye
takes in the whole case, and that his skill
is able to meet the possibilities that may
arise. In like manner, the assurance of
God’s shepherd-presence calms and tran-
quillizes the heart in the valley of death-
shadow. The grasp of even a child’s hand
in a time of danger or fear—such is the
strange power of sympathy—irill help to
give courage to the heart of a man; how
much more the felt presence of the living
God? Good men havehad personal experi-
en:e of this presence in the gloom through-
out all past ages ; they bave left most pre-
cious testimony to it; and the promise bids
us count upon 1t still; yea, though there
were no promise in so many words, we
could depend upon his proven character.
He said to Jacob of old, “Dechold, I am
with thee and will keep thee in all places
whitker thou goest;” aud he says to every
one of the truc children of Jacob, “ When
thou passest through the waters I will be
with thee;” “I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee.” We cannot fear anyiwchere

—ecven in passing through the portals of |

death—when we realize the shepherd-pre-
sence. Thou art not merely “ for” me but
“with” me, and who then can harm, or
separate from thy love, or pluck out of thy
bands ? The shadowed valley is dark to
mg, it is clear to thee; there are no ambus-
cades, no lurking dangers, hidden from thine
cye. Thereisevil in the valley, and I am
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weak, but thou art mighty—able to defend
and save to the uttermost. “ Though I
walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re-
vive me; thou shalt stretch forth thine
hand against the wrath of mine enemies,
aud thy right hand shall save me.” This
is not a were bit of systematic theology,
| designed to fit into a crced, but a matter
i of juyful expericnse on the part of believ-
{ ing men.

i Observe at this point the change in
i David’s manner of address.  Hitherto he
¢ has been speaking about the Lord the Shep-
~herd in the third person ; now, as he moves
in the sphere of darkness, like a child creep-
+ 1ug closer to his father’s side in the black-
ening gloom, he draws closer to God, and
changes from “ ke’ to * thou ;" iustead of
speaking about him, he speaks directly to
him, as to one near and hearing. In the
last verse of the psalm it was “/e leadeth
! me;"” now, in the region of death-shadow,
L1t is * thow art withme.” The change, I
i think, marks the energizing of faith, and
{ its closer grip of the great Iand in the
dark. What a conception it gives us of
the greatness of God that he lears,
really hears, this breathing of the heart,
¢ Thou art with me!” Think what
multitudinous voices rise to the ear of God
—voices of sin, distress, joy, praise, prayer
—in whispers, groans, shricks, hosannas—
in all tones—in all languages—by night and
by day—trom the whole carth! And yet
my feeble voice is not lost in the din, but
reaches his ear, when I draw close to him
in the darkness, and breathe out my confi-
denee, ¢ Thou art with me.”

We have no right to take comfort from
this in our foolish or wilful wanderings.
The night grew black around Christian and
Hopeful when they wandered into the
grounds of Giant Despair; and it began to
rain and to thunder and lighten in a most
dreadful mauner, and the waters rose
amain ; and their misery was that they did
not feel, ¢ Thou art with me.” The right
course in such a case is to confess our sin,
| and to cry to the Lord to restore us; res-

ponding thus to the Voicebchind us which
; says, * This is the way ; walk ye init.”

The words that come next arca passing
from the general to the particular : # Thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.” A
great many puerile conceits have somchow
gathered round these words., According to.
some, the rod and staff are ¢ props” or
crutches on which welean in going through
the valley; and are intend-d to symbolize
the Word and Spirit of God. According

!
{
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to others, the rod is the rod of faith which
divides the river of death that we may pass
over dryshod, as the rod of Moses divided
the Red Sea ; and the staff is the staff of
promise on which we lean in going through
the divided waters. According to others,
while the staff symbolizes divine support,
the rod (as an instrument for beating the
sheep) represents affliction, which God so
largely employs to comfort his people. It
is surely not necessary to argue against
such fanciful interpretations. The * rod”
and “ staff” are obviously the shepherd’s
instruments ; part of his equipment for
guiding and defending his flock, and deli-
vering them from entanglements or dan-
gerous positions. The ¢ rod,” with iron-
studded head, is to the present hour the
Syrian shepherd’s weapon against beasts of
prey.  To this there is allusion in another
psalm, in which David conceives of God as
his defender against enemies, whom he
likens to fierce beasts of prey : “ Thou hast
smitten all mine enemies upon the check-
bone ; thou hast broken the teeth of the
ungodly.” The “staff” or crook is the
short pole, with bent or hooked end, by
which he extricates a sheep from the entan-
glement of bushes or rocks; for a sheep
will climb where a shepherd cannot follow.
With “ rod” and “ staff” he is equipped
for shepherd-service. Thus is symbolized
the ability of the Divine Shepherd to con-
duct us in safety through all the evils and
dangers of the valley of death-shadow. The
thought is a very simple one. I am within
the scope of his blessed power; he cares
for me ; he thinketh upon me; he is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that
I ask or think; all the resources of the
universe are under his control. And heace
arises comfort to the heart cven in the
thickest midnight gloom—comfort that
means strength, and courage, and patience,
and hope, and even gladness—comfort that
sometimes breaks out into triumphant song.
I am under the guidance of Jchovah ; he
has led me hither ; he protects me through
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dark unknown. It is not possible to evade
entering the valley ; but itis possible tobe
in it and not to fear, realising a Divine
Presence in the gloom, aware of a Love
and Power on which we may securely count.
And so this verse, breathed three thousand
years ago from the heart of one whom God
had comforted, comes down through the
ages as God’s great Fear not to his people
when he leads them into the darkness ; yea,
rather his great Fatherly assurance that all
things shall work together for their
good. It is laid up in the Book for the
use of all future ages, a promise, and
strength, and joy for whatever evil days
may come. Just like those snatches of
song and sudden bursts of exultation that
lie scattered throughout the Apocalypse—
like that great Alleluia which is to be ut-
tered when the Lord God Omnipotent
reigneth—so this verse, mighty for the past,
is written for times still future, and lies
waiting till there shall be hearts and lips to
sing it.

What will ¢Zey do in the valley who have
no God to trustin? What will they do
who have said to him, Depart from us, for
we desire not the knowledge of thy ways 2
The fool hath said in his heart, There isno
God. What will bis creed do for him
there? At present, with fortune smiling
and all things going well, it is an immense
relief to him to ged rid of God; a relief
from those distressing mental sensations he
esperiences when he refleets,—sensations,
of shame, self-reproach, sclf-condenmation
fear, remorse, and so on, which no one can
altogether shut out who isliving in sin.
And then, too, it is not only an immense
present relief, but the removing of a tre-
mendous dread. If only there were no
God ! Then there would be no judgment
to come, no retribution, no undying worm
and fire that never shall be quenched,
nothing to terrify in that veiled Hereafter
which sometimes seems so dread and awful,
and the thought of which sometimes makes
the heart so strangely palpitate.  But oh,

the darkness ; and in good time he will | my fellow-sinner, when you have to pass
bring me forth into his own light. A | through the valley of the shadow of death,
grand picture this of a man trusting ia . toward unknown realms for which you have
God and quietly waiting for his salvation. | made no preparation, and in which you

The spirit of the verse is that of fearless
courage in going forward to encounter the

l
!

have no friend, what will you do without
God then ?



304 THE PRESBYTERIAN.
NOT MY WILL BUT THINE.*

For this is good and acceptable fn the sight of God our Saviour.—I Tim. ii. 3.

Y Saviour, as thou wilt ;

O may thy will be mine !
Into thy hand of love

I would my all resign:
Through sorrow or through joy,

Conduct me as thine own,

And help me still to say,
My Lord, thy will be done!

My Saviour, as thou wilt!

If needy here and poor,
Give me thy people’s bread,

Their portion rich and sure.
The manna of thy word

Let my soul feed upon ;
And if all clse should fail,

My Lord, thy will be done !

Ay Saviour, as thou wilt!
Though seen through many a tear,
Let not my star of hope
Grow dim or disappear.
Sinee thow on earth hast wept,
And sorrowed oft alone,
If I must weep with thee,
My Liord, thy will be done!

My Saviour, as thou wilt !
All shall be well for me:
Each changing future scene
I gladly trust with thee.
Straight to my home above
I travel calmly on,
And sing, in life or death,
My Lord, thy will be done!

*Hymns for the Worship of God : Sclected and Arranged for the use of Congregations connected
with the Church of Scotland.



