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SACREDEXTRACTS,

—_—

NATURE, AND EXCELLENCY OF FAITH.

¢ Without faith, it is impossible to please God.”” Heb. xi. 6.

*“ Faith cometh by hearing, hearing by the word of God.”
Rom. x. 17.

¢ This is the victory which overcometh the world, even our
faith.” 1 John iii. 4.

“To him give all the Prophets witness, that through his
name whosoever believeti. in him shall receive remission of sins.”
Acts. x. 43.

“ And by him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.”” Acts
xiii. 39.

« Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”” Rom. v. I.

¢ Ye are the children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus.”* Gal.
iii. 26. ‘

¢ All things are possible to him that belives.” Mark ix. 23,

¢ He that believeth hath everlasting life.”” John iii. 36.

«¢ He that believeth on me, out of his belly shall flow living
waters, this spake he of the spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive.”” John vii. 38, 39.

«Jo whom alter that ye believed ye were sealed withthat
Holy Spirit of Promise.” Eph. i. 13.
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¢ pray for them, who shall believe in me through iheir
(the Apostles’) word,thatthey all may be one.” John xvii. 20, 21,

““ These are written that ye might believe thut Jesus is the
Son of God, and believing have life through his name.”” John
xx. 31.

¢« When therefore he was risen from the dead, his Disci-
ples remembered that he had said this unto them ; aud they be-
lieved the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.” John
i 22.

¢ He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal
that God is true.” John iii. 33.

“The word is nigh thee, cren in thy mouth, andin thy
heart : that is, the word of faith, which we preach; thatifthou
shalt confess with thy mouth th- Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thoushalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be asham-
ed. For whosoever shall'call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher ?”
Rom. x. 8-11, 13, 14.

Abraham *“ being not weak in faith, he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither
the deadness of Sarah’s womb : he staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief : but was strong in faith, giving glory to
God ; and being fully persuadedihat, what he bad promised, he
was able also to perform, and therefore it was imputed to him for
righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it
was imputed to him ; but for us also, to whom it shallbe imputed,
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead.” Rom. iv. 19-24.

¢ For we walk by faith and not by sight ;¥ 2 Cor. v. 1,
“ now faith is thre substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. For by it the Elders obtained a good report:
through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things vnich are seen were not made of
things which do appear. By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testitying of his gifts ; and by ithe, being
dead, yetspeaketh.”” Heb. xi. 1-4. *“But without faith < ¢s im-
possible to please fum : for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”” Heb xi. 6

“« He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
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EXTRACTS FROM “THE CHRISTIAN PREACHER.”
FAITH AND SIGHT.
* *

* * ~ *

It will bethe object of the present discourse, to show lhe
sfrict enalogy that subsists bolween sense, as the principle of enjoy-
ment in the kingdom of nature ; and failh as the principle of eajoy-
ment in the kingdom of Grace, and that the iNsTITUTIONS of nalure
and religion are the appoinied means, through which we are pul inlo
the enjoyment of every liing thal pertains lo both sysliems. = *

Man is divided into the inner and outer man ; by the one he
finds himselfrelated to the invisible world, and by the other to the
visinle; by the one, he comes into contact with things immaterial
and spiritual, by the other, to things material and gross. * *

Sense is the principal of enjoyment in the Kingdom of na-
ture, by which we mean, that by our outward man—our senses,
of seeing and hearing, &c.—we staad related to the visible and
material universe, and that by their healthy and proper use, we
enjoy allthe blesrings belonging tothe natural economy. Thatif
divested of any one of these, orif’itis diseased, we are deprived
of all enjoyment which that sense imparts, or conveys to the mind.
And if deprived of all our senses, we are cut off from all connex-
ion with the natural system ; creation is a perfect blank ! * *

11 sense is the principle of enjoyment,in the kingdom of nature
as we have shown, the nslitulions, or ordinances of nature arethe
appointed means, for our enjoyment. * * *

The sun, moon, and stars, air, earth, fire, and water, arc all
ordinances of God, and wre the appointed means of bestowing upon
man, all the blessings appertaining to natural life. No solar light
enters our world, but from the sun, no lunar, but fromthe moon,
nc stellar, but from the stars. Without the atinosphere, we could
have no clouds, without clouds, no rain, &c. Without earth, we
would have no fruits, or flawers. Without fire, the earth and seas
would be locked up in eternal ice, and for this great liquifier, we
could have no substitute, and so of water, and of all the other insti-
tutions of God. We have seen therefore that without the ordi-
nances of nature, we are destitute of any sensible enjoyments, as
much so, as if we were deprived of all the organs of sense; whe-
ther we destroy the sense, or annihilate the universe, the effects
are thesame. Tothe dead, there isno sun, moon, or stars,asthe
sense by which they were related to the visible creation is extinct,
and as far as light is concerned, the same is true to the blind. * *

Now, what sense is to nature, faith is to religion, and what
the institutions of nature are to animal men, the institutions of
religion are to spiritual men.

Were it not for the confused notionsentertained upon the sub-
Jeet of faith, it would not be necessary to attcmpt a fermal defi-
nition of theterm, * * » * »
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In all the word of God, scarcely a singlé attempt at a defini-
tion has been made ; the only one that approaches towards it,
is found in Heb. xi 1: ** Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, and the evidence of things not secen.” * * It isa
word, so simple, and uncompounded, that no comment can make
it more so. And to the christinn in ancient times, there was
nn more necessity, for explaining this term, for practical purpnses,
than it wouid be now, to explain thetermsight. Men believe, and
always have believed, whether they could explain the term, belief,
or not. Just as men see,and always have seen, whether they could
explain the term sight,or not. It would seem therefore extraordina-
ry,that a principle, 20 common, so universal as that of faith, should
involve the absurdit> of ignorante in relation 1o it, and the term
by which it is desigt. ated. Inits commonlyreceived acceptation,
faith is credit to testimnony, the reliance of the mind upon the state-
meunts of another, as true. And thus all the information we re-
ceive from others, and repose confidence in, as true, we call
faith. Knowledge is the information we obtain by observation,and
experience. Opinion the inferences we draw legitimately,or other-
wise {rom our knowledge thus obtained. And faith, the appre-
hending any thing as true, that may be reported to us by others,
it is that invisible link, which connects with the mind, the state-
ments of others, astrue. It isrelated therefore, both tothe mind
which receives thefact as reported, and to thetestimony upon
which it rests. There is no law of our nature better understood,
or more certain in its operation, than that of credit to testimony.
It as well saves the child from the devouring fire, or the deep pit,
into which he would fall, asit does the prince, the merchant, the
farmer, from the dangers that beset their path. Indeed, the
whole complicated machinery of society, would be unhinged, but
for the operation of this principle. When we speak therefore of
faith in the testimony of Gud, we use the term in its commonly
received acceptation, because the sacred writers thus use it, for
although as we have seen,they scarcely have attempted to explain
the terin, yet definitions, in fact, are frequently submitted, asin
the conduct of the children of Israel in putting themselves under
the gnidance of Moses, and marching out of laypt, and through
the Red Sea, under the influence of this principle,—and the case
of the Apostles, who under its operation, forsook all, and followed
Jesus. Il a child, accredits the statements of his father, as true,
if a juror,receives the testimony of a faithful witness,as worthy of
all reliance,and if we exercise the same facuity,in all the inferior,
together with the more weighty affairs of this life, what difficulty
can there be,in understanding the nature of faith,in the testimony
of God. * * 'The Bibleis a practical book, and never inany
part of it, does it presume, that a man may be in doubt in regard
to the reality, or cxistence of his faith. It speaks of a ** dead
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faith,” in opposition to a living faith, but i is evident, that when
the Apostle uses this anhthcsns it is for the purpose of evincing
that a dead faith is no faith at all. * % It also speaks of “‘ a
precious faith,”” not in relation to the princip!e itself, nor to the
act of the mind, but with reference io the objects o(' faith, the
death, and the resurrection of Christ; and again of ‘‘unfeigned
faith,”” in contradiction to a deceptious,and hypacritical pretence.

The dead faith of which James speaks, is simply a belief in
the speculative,and abstract notion of the unity of God. Demons
connect with this, the attribute of his justice, and they tremwble ;
Christians, with the ‘mercy, and love of (God, and it pmduces,
love. #* * TFor it is not our belief that changes the heart, but
it is the thing believed.

But we have said that faith is the principle of enjoyment in
religion, as sense is in nature. ‘This will appear obvious, if we
consider that it is the only principle in man,by which we can rea-
lize the certainty, and truth of the existence of things not seen.
God is not an object of sense, no one has seen him at any time,
his voiceno one can now audibly hear; andthough near to us,
aund we feel after him, yet we canuot touch him. Heisthe king
immortal, eternal, invisible! * * 'To the eye of faith he is seen
very near to us, we can approach into his presence chamber, we
can see the king in his beauty, his eternal power and divini:y, all
the attributes, and perfections of his nature, we adoringly can
contemplate ; in the language of inspiration we ¢n “* come fo
him, believing that he is, and is the rewarder of all them that
diligently seek him.”” It is the invisible link that binds the soul
of'the Christian, to the God of the Universe, let but that link be
broken, and man is severed from his Maker, he fulls backwards
into darkness wretchedness, and guilt. * * * *

But when with the eye of f'axth we behold the person of our
Lord Jesus Christ,in his official,and natural,and eternal relations,
when we pore over the pages of thesacred history, and behold
the variety, therichness, the glory, with which its recordsteem;
when welook at the extent of its Prophecies, carried on, through
the person of our Lord, and closing with his apostles, the first link
of the chain attached to Eden—the last to the Isle of Patmos, we
are astonished, and overwhelmed at the amount of lcsllmony
educed to give origin to, and nourishment for our faith. * =
The call of Abraham is connected with predictions of the most
pieasing and blissful character. Jucob, upon his dying couch
" foretells the increase of his sons, their fortunes and their fates,

and deseribes the Shiloh who should come. Moses catches the
inspiration of the mighty theme, and speaks of the Messiah as
the Prophet of the coming age, to whom all were to hearken,
under the penalty of destruction. Job, andthe unwilling B.x]aam
behold him as the Redeemer, and thestar of Jacob. Samuel th~n
arises, and speaiss under the prephetic impulse, in the times of
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Saul, and David, the last of whom, enraptured by the glories
ofthe person and kingdom of'the Prince Messiah, strikes his harp
to the highest, the sweetest, and the leftiest notes ; then Jonah,
Hosea, Amos, and Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Izekiel, Daniel,
Haggai, and a host of others under the old—with Paul and John
and others ot the new, all under the saine spirit, speak and write
while the burden of all they say, the spirit, the import of ull they
pen,is the testinony of Jesus. By faith we come to him, we stand
by him, we wall with him, and, by it, we fight, we conquer, and
are crowned : as the spring of action we are moved forward to
obey all that God has commanded, to suffer all thatis incident to
our profession, and to clothe ourselves with all the beauties ot
holiness. 'Though weary and fatigued, though buffeted and for-
saken, yet under its influence we endure as seeing him who is -
visible, By it the ancient worthies obtained all their renown,—
Faith is appreciated with pardon, justification. salvation, with
the love and favour of God, and the blood of Christ, with life,
regeneration, and adoption  Aswater is in mechanical operations,
in furnishing power for propelling the main wheel, so as to put
and to keep the whole of the apparatus in motion, so is faith in
the complicated, but sublime Institutior of christianity. * *
Bat as waler alone will not answer in the one, so faith elone will
not answer in the other. Lite is the all pervading principle of
the vegetable and animal kingdom, but as life elone will not pro-
duce organization, so faith alonc will not constitute a man a chris-
tian. #* * As every thing therefore is given to us 1n nature in
the concrete, so is every thing in religion. * *  And this will
bring us to the last proposition to be discussed. That as Fuith
is the principle of enjoyment in religion, so the institutions, or
ordinances of christianity are the means of enjoyment, in this
divine system. These institutions are, Rreading or Hearing the
word, Repentance, Baptism, Prayer, Praise, Lord’s Day, Sup-
per, Contribution, and lastly we may add, the entire Institulion
atself, in its principles and privileges, commands and promises,
for the formation, the perfection, and the completion of the
Christian character, and for the accomplishment of its grand
and glorious purposes, in the salvation both present and future,
of the entire man, the body, soul and spirit.

And Ist, THE READING OR HEARING THE WORD; ho one will
hesitate to say that this is an institution of religion, it was enjoined
in numerous iustances upon the Jewish people,by Moses and the Pro-
phets, and is frequently commanded and enjoined by Christ and the
Apostles under the New Iustitution, and faith is alone to be ac-
yuired and obtained, in this way, thus Luken the Acts, aseribes
the faith of the Bereans to reading the Scriptures of Mosesand the
Prophets, and Paul asserts that faiih comes by hearing the word of
$rod. Thus the very elements of owur religion that we have been

thscussing, and to which such great importauce is any where attach-
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ed, in the word of God, is dependant alone upon this ordinance, no
one ever yet believed in God or in his Son Jesus Christ, who did
not in the first place either hear, or read the word! just as no one
ever saw an objcetin nature who did not open lis eyes, though,
light may liave shoneand a variety of objects every where may have
existed around him. In the Congregation of the Lord, this
ordinance is enjoined, and ought 1u be conscientiously observed, as
well also in private as in the family. 1t was an impoitant part of
the religious duties of the ancient worshipers, the Jews; and bles-
sings rich and copious were promised them upon their dilizent ob-
servance of it.  Thus Moses said to the Israelites, < Yeshalllayup
these my wordsin your heart and in your soul, and bind thewm fora
sign upon your hand, thatthey may be as frontlets before your eyes.
And ye shall teach them to yous children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house and when thou walkest by the way,
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up, and thou should
write them upon the door posts, of thine house, and upon thy vates;
That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children,
i the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give them,
as the days of heaven upon the eerth.” The Apostle of the Gen-
tiles in his letter to the Colossians directs that when this epistle is
read among them, they should cause it to be read also in the con-
gregation of the Laodiceans, and that the one from Laodicea should
be read by them., And he also exherts them to ¢ let the word of
Christ dwell in them richly in all wisdom.”

REPENTANCE, also, is oue of the institutions of christianity,
inasmuch asitis not only insisted upon,as an indispensible requisition
for pardon, but as an absolute command. ¢ And the times of this
ignorance God winked at, but now commands all men to repent.”
But what is repentance the means of enjoying? It is the means of
enjoying not ouly the approbation of God, butourown approbation,
and 1t is the means by which alone, a sinuer may cleanse his life,
his words, and his deeds, and may ¢ cease from doing evil;” aud as
in believing the Gospel, the heart is changed in refation to God, in
reformatic, the life is changed i relation to the world, and iv no
other way can this relation be eftected but in reformation. The mo-
tives of the Gospel constitute the mighty lever that lifts up the
human heart, and that changes the condition, and aspect of the world
to the sinner. Theseattaching all that is in the heart, with an au-
thority that is mighty and overwhelming, and with considerations
of the most awful, and yet delightful character, connot fail of arrest-
ing our hopes, and our fears, of awakening our joys, and our sor-
rows, and of bringing about that happy and important object which
we call repentance. The gooduess of God, in the things of nature,
and religion, and the terrors of the Almighty, his justice, his faith-
fulness, and his truth, the compassion, the tenderness, the love of
our Divine Father, in all the wonders of redemption through thé
Cross of Christ, play their artillery about the citadel of the human
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heart, until the entrenchments of sin are discovered and crossed,
the walls of brass and of ivon, arescaled, and the guilty inhabitants
surrender, and are tuken captive by the all subduing, and conquer-
ing influence of the Gospel. Whilst to the Chyistian who may
have offended against the precepts and institutions of his religicn,
this self same thing which we call repentance, behold what care-
fulness it produces, what clearing in themselves, what indignation,
what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what revenge, issuing
in salvation, uot to be repented of,
BaeTisM, isanother institution of Christianity, not somuch of
a moral, as of a positive nature, and therefore it is admirably suit-
ed to test the sincerity and honesty of all who desire to become the
disciples of Christ. Hisauthority as Lord and King, is recognised,
and acknowledged in the most. public mauner, by any one who
obeys this institution, and as we are regarded as aliens, and rebels
before we enter into the kingdom of the Messiah, it is fitting and
proper, that the first formal act of allegiance that we exhibit,
should afford to all the wurld the highest evidence of our entire sub-
mission to the will of the Law-giver, and therefore immersion in
the name of the Lord, into the name of the Father, Son and Holy
SPirit, is the first constitutional act of obedience we render to him.
Now, the King, has appended to immersion the remission of all
past sins. If we are asked bhis reasons for so doing, we might re-
ply, that ¢ thus it seemed good in his sight,” aud to the Christian
this would be suflicient ; how readest thou? ¢ Ele that believes
and is immersed, shall Le saved.” ¢ Arise and be immersed and
wash away thy sins.”  And with all the reasons for which un earth-
ly monarch, would extend pardon to a rebel who comes to his feet
and lays down his arms in token of submission, with the same vea~
sons does our King extend his pardon to the sinner, whe complies
with the injunction, belicf, repentance, and immersion, in order to
Salvation and the Gift of the Eloly Spirit.  But if we are asked,
what value isthere in water? Wereply, what value was therein
an altar, a sacrifice, so essential under che Jewish dispensation.
Water, to say the least of it, is as good as wood, or stoue, or
flesh, for moral purposes; we are willing to udmit that ueither
are worth any thing, but if the name of the Lord is found thereon,
they then become valuable, they are just worth as much as he has
put upon them, and his name is pledged to redeem the promises
annexed to them. Immersion therefore to the penitent believer, is
the means of enjoying the pardon of all pastsins, through the
shedding of the blood of Christ, and by the pure favor of God.
Pravir AND PRAISE are institutions of christianity, *“Pray
always,” ¢ Pray eve.v where,” are injunctions of an Apostle ;
¢ Let the word of Christ, dwell in you, richly in all wiedom :
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in vour hearts to the Lord.””
Praise is comely for the upright. The throne of faveur and the
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altar for burnt incense are both found in the congregation of the
Lord, tc which the saintg can approach, and find mercy and fa-
vor, for scasonable help, and where else can we go, to obtain as-
sistance, and in what other institutions can we enjoy cuch near-
ness of approachto God, and hold such audience with our Maker,
ns in these 2 ¢ Let us therefore by our Lord Jesus Christ offer
sacrifice of praise tc God continually, that is, the truit of our lips
giving thanks to his name.”

Tune Lorp’s DAY, THE FIRST DAY OF THE WELK, is also an in-
stitution of christinnity, it is the resurrection day, the birth day
of immortality to man, how joyful, how sacred, how blissful this
day to the whole family redeemed on earth, how glariously tri-
umphant are the hopes which animats our souls upon this day !
The resurrection of our elder Brother, the Captain of our salva-
tion, is the first thought thatis awalkened within us, upon this day,
andthevictory achieved by the mighty conqueror over death, and
the spoils he has brought forth from the grave, animate our de-
votion, fire our zeal, and kindle our love ; whilethe hope of eter-
nal life, to which we are begottenon this day,raises our souls above
all eorthly things.

Tue Suerer is also an institution of Christianity, in it, we re-
member Jesus, 1s a sacrifice for our sing, and by it, we publish
his death, to a perishing world. Solemnity and joy, humihty and
gratitude, may well become us in partaking of the sacred sym-
bols of his body and of hisblood, who!died the just, for the unjust,
to bring us to God. In it, we enjoy the recollections.of his con-
descension, his mercy and his love, we eat of his flesh, we drink
of his blood, and life is cherished within us, by it we enjoy the
privilege, of proclaiming to our fellow men, that Jesus died ac-
cording to the scriptures, and that remission of sins may Le obtain-
ed, through faith in his blood.

To this we might add the CoNTRiBUTION to the poor saints, by
which we administer to the wants of the needy, and feed the poor
of the flock.

Ture Extire InstituTion oF Curistianity is of God, it is
admirably adapted to accomplish the most benign, and blisful re-
su'ts,to enlighten the ignorant, to enrich the poor, to liberate the
enslaved, to heal the sick, to give lile to the dead; come then, oh
sinner to Jesus, take his yoke upon you, and learn of him, bow
to the sceptre of his mercy, deny, renounce yourselves, come un-
der the guidance of the great Teacher, believe in his mighty name,
obey his gracious, life giving, and life sustaining institutions, and
you shall not perish, but shall obtain eternal life.—~ Amen.
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From the Religious Magazine.

CONTROVERSIAL.

[We recommend to the attention of our readers, those
especially who are averse to religious discussion, the following
article on that subject. It is an extract from the pen of the late
celebrated Dr. Mason. We see not how any one can peruse it,
and still retain his prejudice against this necessary,and Scriptural
measure for promoting the cause of truth.]

ON RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY.

As one of the avowed designs of this work is to assert the
truth and refute error, it has to combat, in the outset, a fash-
ionable and imposing prejudice. It seems to be taken for grant-
ed, that how perfect soever the right of judging and professing
for ourselves, there exists no right of inquiry into the judgment
or profession ofothers. In religion, atleast, this maxim is held
to be incontrovertible by many who never think of applying it to
any other subject. To disquisitions on topics in which all denomi-
nations agree, they can listen with pleasure : they can even per-
mit the peculiarities of each to be detailed in succession; but
from every thing which wears the form of coniroversy, they turn
away with spontaneous contempt. Their aversion is so fixed,
that hardly any plea of excellence will be allowed in bebhalf of a
work which stands convicted on the charge of being controver-
sial. The fact is sufficient to preclude every other trial, and to
infer condemnaution as a matter of course * *

The prejudice itself, unlike those lessons with which truth
and wisdom preoccupy the heart, will appear, upon close in-
spection, to be as destitute of solidity as it i3 assuming in manner
—For, in the .

Ist place, It admits not of dispute, that the Holy Scriptares
point out an opposite course. Their injunction is, tv buy the truth
and sell it nol— To cease from the instruction that causelh to err
Jrom the words of knowledge—earnesily io contend for the fuith once
deliered to the sainis—lo lry the spivits whether they are of God.—
All these directions imply, not that men are to spend their lives
in laying the foundation of their faith ; but that they are to em-
ploy their opportunities and faculties in selecting the true from
the false; that they are to prize it when selected ; to enrich it
with fresh acquisitions ; aud to defend it with their utmost skill.
How this can be done without controversy, so long as there are
« deceivers in the world.”’ it is incumbent on them to shew, who
would suffer the truths ofthe gospel to be sacrificed, onc after
another, by men of ““ corrupt minds,” rather than raise a finger,
or press an argument, for their protection. 1t is, indeed, not
more lamentable than true, that a host of candidates beset the
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mmquirer. Every sect crics out, we are the people, and the Law
of the Lord is with us ; every partisan enforces rhe pretentions
of his sect. But this, though frequently urged, is the weakest
of all reasons for keeping aloof from investigation. 'Theamount
is, ¢ The danger of going astray is great, the consequences fa-
tal ; therefore 1 will shut my eyes.”” Good sense would say,
‘“ The danger of error is great, the consequences fatal ; there-
fore 1 will use all my diligence that 1 may not be misled :”
For certainly, if ¢‘ strait be the gate and narrow the way which
leadeth unto life,” we have the strongest inducement possible
to search out and embrace the ‘‘ few who find it.” We are,
therefore, reduced to this alternative, either that ‘there is no
truth at all, or that we are bound to seek it through every peril,
to distinguishits voice amid all clamours, and to possessit at any
price. If this condition seem hard, let it be remembered,

2. Thatit is not left to our discretion whether we shall
choose or not.

The determination to choonse nothing, is a determination
not to choose ile {ruth ; and this draws after it the condemnation
of those who ‘¢ love darkuess rather thanlight.””  The most bigh
God having given us his word as the rule of our faith and duty,
a neglect to scek its counsel because men wrangle about its
meaning, is to make the hazard of going wrong a reason for
never being anxious to go right. It would be like the excuse of
a servant, who having, in common with others, reeccived his
master’s orders to repair to a certain place, should resolve not
ta stir, because his fellow servants quarrelled about the road.
Their disobedience could never justify his. Nor is there a man
upon eairth who would not pronounce it to be the plea of a fool,
that out of his pure love of peace, he had never been at the
trouble to asertain the impoit of his master’s instructions ! The
fact is, that no medium can be assigncd between receiving and
rejecting the truth.  If rejected, we seal our own perdition—If
received, we must reject whatever ig hostile to it ; thatis, we
must institute a comparison between conflicting claims ; which
is precisely the object of controversy.

Pursuing the argument a little further, we shall perceire
in the

3d place, That in disclaiming all controversy, we set out
with a principle which it is impossitle to carry through.

In what department of society, or on what subject of dis-
course, do the thoughts of men accord 2 The law has long been
celebrated for its fertility in litigation. DMedicine is hardly in-
ferior to the bar : agriculture keeps up a sharp debate with com-
merce : and the politician has always to navigate a ‘¢ tempes-
tous sea.” Not a project, a character, nor an incident, can be
intioduced into common conversation without calling forth differ-
ent strictures, according to the views, habits, relations, and
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tempers of the company. And it is by no means unusual for
some who abhor controversy in relieion, to be both talkative and
disputatious, ifnot dogmatic and bitter, on other matters. The
world is a vast scene of strife. A maa must either take it as he
finds it, and bear his part in the general collision, or else go out
of it altogether. It is the inevitable consequence of imperfect
knowledge, and depraved appetite ; of that confusion of ntellect
and corruption of heart which flow from sin. When, therefore,
we are nnder the necessity of either being exiled from society, or
of giving and receiving contradiction ; and when we subinit to
this necessity without murmuring in all cases but those which
concern religion, what is it, but to declare that principles affec-
ting our duty toward God, the lighest happiness of our nature,
and our responsibility for a {uture state, are the only things not
worth contending for ?

‘i'be pretence, that religion is a concern too solemn and
sacred for the passion of controversy, is likethe pretence with
which some justify theiri* restraining prayer be‘ore God ;”
that he is too high and holy to be approached by such beings as
they are. And thus to display their revercnce, they become
profane ; and live like atheists from pure devotion! Boih are
cases of error without excuse ; we may neither belight in prayer,
nor wrathful in debate.

1f it be alleged that religion Joses more than she gains by
controversy ; this, with an allowance for the mismanagement of
uaskilfull advocates, -is a direct censure of her champions, and
a surrender of her cause. Are they who espouse such an opin-
on, prepared for its consequence ?  Arethey willing to say, that
wheun the world was lying in ignorance, in wickedness, and in wo,
the introduction of light from above produced moye evil than good?
That the gospel is a plague and not a blessing, because, through
the malignity of its foes, it has often brought a sword instead of
peace ¢ That it had been better for men never to have * known
the way of righteousness,” than risk opposition in following it ?
That the reformation of religion was a senseless scheme ; that

the martyrs died like fools ; and that all the heroes who have been
<¢ valiant for the truth ;°° all the ‘‘ ministers of grace’® who have
explained and established it : all the ““ Apaostles, and Prophets,
and wise men,” whom the wisdom of God commissinned to re-
vealit ; acd thatwisdom itself in the person of Jesus Chirist, were
disturbers of buman tranquillity, avd spent their time in no better
Iabor than that of “‘turning the world upside down?” Ifyoustartat
these things, what do you mean by asserting that ¢¢ religion suf-
fers from controversy 7 For all Prophets, Apostles, wise men,
aund the Redeemer himself, fought her battles, aud yielded their
latest breath in her defence !

You cannot stop even here. Religion, yousay suffers from
controversy. ‘Then it cannot endure investigation. It shrinks
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from the touch of reason, for controversy is reasoning : and, of
course, it cannot be (rue ; for truth never yet dedmed thetcst

nor sustained the slightest harm from the most fiery ordeal. On
the assumplion, therefore, that religion has truth on her side,
you can hardly do her a greater injury than to forbid her enter-
ing into the lists with her antagonists.  They will represent, and
argue, and declaim. They will solicit, and sooth, and flatter,

and sneer, till they pervert the Judrcment of many, and seduce
the affections of wmorc : and religion, betrayed-and insulted, her
banner thrown down, her weapons shivered, herlips seuled, her
limbs bound *¢ in afiliction and iron,”" is to be laid at their feet and
left to their mercy, in tesumony 0( the reepr‘ct und attachment of
her friends ! # *

The prejudice, therefore, agmnst religious cnntroversy, 18
irrational and hurtful. It is a prejudice against the progress and
victories of truth. The misconduct of opponents to cach other
is a personal concern. It disgraces themselves, but belongs not’
to the nature or merits of any controversy. This, in itself con-
sidered, is but the comparison of jarring opinions ; with a refer-
ence, in matters of religion, to the scriptural standurd. There
is no more necessity for falling into a rage when demonstra-
ting a proposition in Christianity, then when demonstrating a
proposition in mathematics : although the infinitely interesting
quality ofthe one above the other, willinvolve a deeper feeling ;
will furnish an explanation of the warmth which is apt to accom-
pany it ; and will draw from candor an allowance for our common
frailty.

Controversy, then, being unavoidable ; as truth and fulse-
hood often meet and never agree, it must, occasionally, occupy
every one who wishes to ‘“have a good conscience.”

" EXTRACTS FROM
«« LECTURES ON REVIVAL OF RELIGION.”

BY CHARLES G. FINNEY —6th. Edition.
DIRECTIONS TO SINNERS.

1. Thelabor of Ministersis greatly increased, and the diffi-
culties in the way of Salvation are greatly multlphed by the false
instructions that have been given to sinners. The consequence
has been, that directions whwh used to be plain are now obscure.
People have been taoght so long, that there is something awfully
mysterious and unintelligible about conversion, thst they do not
try to understand it. Sinners have been taught these false no-
tions, till now they arc every where entrenched behind these sen-
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timents, such as ““cannotrepent,” **must wait for God,” and the
Jike. [t was once suflicient, as we learn from the Bible, to tell
sioners to repent,or to tell themto believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

But now faith has beean talked about as a primciple, insiead of an
act, and repentance as something put into the mind, iastead oi'an
excercise of the mind, aad sianers are perplexed. Ministers are
charged with preaching heresy, because they presume to teach
that faith is an exercise, and not a principle, andthat sin is an act
and not a part of the constitution of man. And sinners have be-
come so sophisticated, that you have to be at great pains in ex-
plaiaing, not only what you do not mean, but what you do meaun,
otherwise they wiil be almost sure to misunderstand you, and ei-
ther gain a talse relief [rom their anxiety, by throwing their duty
off upon God, or else run into despair, from the supposed im-
practibihty of doing what is requisite fur their salvation. Itisoften
the greatest difficuity to lead them out of these theolagical laby-
rinths and mazes, into which they have been deluded, and teo
Jead them alonfr the straight and simple way of the oospel i
seems as if the greatest ingenuity had been employed, to mystity
the minds of pcup!e, and weave a most subtle web of false theolo-
gy, calculated to iuvolve a sinner in eudless darkness.

Yrho that has been in revivals, has not encountercd that end-
less train of fooleries, which have been inculcated, till it has be-
come necessary tobe as plain as A B C, and the best educated
have to be talked to, justlike children. So much have your B.
D’s done to mystify and befool people’s minds, in the plainest
matters. Tell a sinner to belicre, and he tarns round to you,
and stares, © Why, how you talk ; is not faith a principle, and
how am I to helieve until I get thisprinciple 777 So, ifa Minister
tells a sinner the very words that the Apostles used, i the great
revival at tl-v day of Penticost, ¢ Repent and be converted, every
one of you,” and they rf\p]y as they have been tdufrl)l <0,
1 guess you are an Arminian 5 Idon’t want .my of your A.nu-
nian teachiag for me ; don’t you deny the spirit’s influences 2
Tt is enough to make humanity weep, to see the fog, and dark-
ness, that have been thrown around the plain directions of the
gospe] till many generations have been emptied into hell.

2. ‘These false instructions to sinners, are infinitely worse:
than none. 'The Lord Jesus Christ found it more Cifficuit to get
the people to vield up their false notiens of th-slogy, than any
thing else. This has been the great difficulty with “lhe Jews to
this d.Ly that they have lecelved false notions intheology, have
perverted the truth on certain pomlq and you cannot muk(. them
uaderstand the plainest points in Y.he'}"t)onl S0 1t is with sin-
ners, the inost diliicult thing to be donc isto get away these refuges
of lies, which they have gotten from false theology. ‘They ure
so fond of holding on to these refuges, because they are called
orthodox, and because they excuse tire sinner and condemn God,
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that it is found to be the most perplexing, and difficult, and dis-
couraging part of a Minister’s labor, to drive them away.

3. No wonder the gospel has taken so littfe effect encum-
bered as it has been with these strange dogmas.  The truth is,
that very little of the gospel has come out upon the world, for
these hundreds of years, without being clogged and obscured by
false theology. People have been told that they must repent,
and, in the same breath, told that they could not repent,” until the
truth itself has been all mixed up with error, so as to produce the
same practical effect with error, and the gospel that is preached
has been another gospel, or no gospel at all.  *  * =

EMOTION AND PRINCIPLE.

1. One of'the first things young converts should he taught
is to distinzuish between Emotion and Principle in Religion. Do
vou understand me 2 I am going to explain what I mecan, but
{ want youto get hold ofthe words, and havd them fixed in your
mind. What I want is to have you distinguish between emolion
and »rinciple. *

"By Ewotion, I mean that state of mind of which we are con-
scious, and which we call feeling, an involuntary state of mind,
that arises of course when we are in certain circumstances or
under certain influences. There may be high-wrought feelings,
or they may subside into tranquillity, ordisappear entirely. But
these emotions should be carefuily distinguished f{rom religious
principle. By Principle 1 do not mean any subsistance, or mot
or seed, or sprout implanted in the soul. But I mean the volun-
tary decision of the mind, the firm determination to act out duty,
and obey the will of God, by which a Christian should alwaysbe
governed. When a manis fully determined to obey God, be-

cause it is RIGHT that he should obey God, I call that princi-
ple. Whether he feels any lively religious emotion at the time or
not, he wiil do his duty cheerfully, and re'idxly, and heartily,
whatever may be the state of his feclings.  This is acting upon
principle, aud not from emotion. e * *

2 Tim.iii. 15. Asserts the intrinsic and independant suffici-
ency of the Divine Word—no reference to the influence of the
Spiritis contained in the passage, or its connection. The suffici-
ency of the Scriptures to impart saving wisdom isnot to be viewed
in the abstract, but in connexion with the persons to whom
they are given ; they are able lo make us wise unto Salvetion.—
It is not able to make anidiot, or an infant, oradead man, wise
unto Salvation. Tt can have this effect upon none, but such as
are capable of understanding, appreciating and obeying it ;
whence it follows that we, whom it is able to make wise unto Sal-
vation, are able to understand it, to appreciate and to vbey.—
(Joln Howard Hiaton.)
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[We publish, entire, the following article from the Cnrisir-
an Messenger ; because some strictures upon it, appear in our
present number. We wish to fulfil the divine injunction, ¢ prove
all things, that we may hold fast that which is good,” by impar-
tially considering the merits of any reasonable, or seriptural argu-
ment, which may be urged on either side of a question. What-
soever things arc of good report, among any, we wish God speed.
Whatever ot doctrine or practice, of any denomination, can be
proved to be Scriptural; we wish to promulgate, as fruths of God.
Whatever of any party, i3 founded, only, on the reasonings of
men, we wish to be exhibited, inits real character, as precepls
of men. How far we fulfil these our wishes, can only be deci-
ded, by tohse, who without prejudice, read, or hear ug, and search
the Scriptures ; solely for the sake of truth.)]—Ed.

.. ¢ For the Christian Messenger.
REMARKS ON THE BIBLE.

How deplorable are the numerous errors which have divi-
ded, darkened, and deformed, modern Christendom! ‘These
errors have principally originated in attaching an unwarrantable
importance to some portion of the Bible, and in some instances,
to the Bible itself. Perhaps our pious readers may be startled at
the very idea of there being a possibility ofthinking more of the
Sacred Scriptures than we ought. 'To quiet their alarm, we will
at once say, thatfew think sufficiently highly of the blessed Book
under present consideration—for we deem it to be a divine volume
of which God is the author, and which has been communicated
to men as an instrumen! of bringing sinners to a saving *‘ know-
lIedge of the truth as it is in Jesus.”

We apprehend, however, that too many Professors of Reli-
gion at the present day, do not make an evangelical distinction
between the agency and the insfrumentalily which accomplish the
salvation of apostate men.  To illustrate plainly, so as not tobe
misunderstood, what we mean by agency and insfrumentality, we
will suppose a man about to fell a tree with an axe : the man is
the ageni—the axe the instrument.

Inthe salvation of rebellious men, Jehovahis the sole agent:
God the Father in the infinitude of love and wisdom, devised the
scheme of our redemption—God the Son opened ‘“a new and
living way’* through which mercy, consistent with justice, can
be communicated to sinners—and God the Holy Spirit must create
tie sou!l anew, destroy its natural enmity to the divine perfections,
sanctify it: incline it to repent of its sins and to helieve the Gos-
ple ; andtherefore capacitate it for obeying the divine commands
in this worid, and for enjoyment of celestial glory in that which
isto come. In operating u;on the soul, the loly Ghost uses
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whatevet means he, in his sovereign wisdem, thinkshe:t  The
Bible, however, written under his divine influence, is .. usual
means ; but at the same time, be it remembered, that though an
uaregenerate man were to peruse and study the Bible for ever,
its most constant perusal and critical examination would never
change bis heart. It was not the preaching ofthe Apostle Peter
on the day of Pentecost, that converted such a multitude ; but
it was the Holy Spirit who used the preaching of the word,
on that occasion, as an inslrumen! in the moral new-birth of
thousands.

The Bib'e is nat God, but the word of God ; and the ma-
mert we look upon it as an agent, and not merely as an insliru-
ment in ovr salvation, we erroneously consider it as possessing
the innate “attributes of Deity himself, and are therefore guilty,
though perhapsignorantly, ofidclatry. When the Saviourexhorts
the Disciplesto ‘“‘searclithe Scriptures,” itisnot because they are
God ; but because they testify of Hiat.  Again, ¢ Sanctify them
throughthy truth; thy wordistruth.” In this prayer the Saviour
implores his Father to sanctify his Disciples through the instru~
mentality of the Sacred Scriptures,

We malke these remarks because we know that there are pro-
tessed Christians who deem the Bible, not asthe instrument, but
as an agent in human redemption ; and who consider it sufficient,
independent of the immediate power of the Holy Ghost, to illumi-
nate—to regenerate—to sanctify. Wasthe Bible, we would ask,
the Comtorter promised by the Saviour to his Disciples? And
muy we not legitimately infer that if the S¢riptures had been suffici-
ent to comfort the Disciplesthere would have been no need of the
more potent influence of their Divine Author ? Is there any
Scriptural proofthat more than one agency has ever been employ-
ed in communicating eternal life to those who are morally
¢« dead in trespasses and sins?”’  Supposing the Bible to be that
agency, by what power were Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
and others, who lived prior to Moses, called from darkness to
light—from sin to holiness—from the way of transgression to the
paths of obedience ?

By these brief observations we intend not to lessen the im-
portanceof the Bible as an insfrument in the hands of the Supreme
Being for the accomplishment of his purpoges of mercy ; and it
is to us a subject of constant regret that it is too much neglected.
Divine love is now conveying it to “‘every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people ”* and it is no doubt the principal means that will be em-
ployed in the overthrow of every system of false religion through-
out the earth ; but it is a means which, without the regenera-
ting power of the Holy Ghost, will never bring ore sinner to
genuine evangelical repentance. Christian, read the Bible ; for
it is the appointed instrument of‘g’ ehovah for the sanctification and
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growth in grace of your soul. Unrenewed sinter, read the Bible;

for it is designed by Divine wisdom as the means of your conver-

sion to Gad. Lacox.
Pictou, Oct. 13, 1837,

For the Christian Gleaner.

M=r. Epitor,

1 have just perused an article entitled ‘* Remarks on the
Bible” in the Christian Messenger of the 3d Nev. And being
persuaded that they are founded on mistaken, and unscriptural
views of divine truth, am induced briefly to examine their just-
ness. Taking this article as a zample of others, which from time
to time appear on the same {opic : and seeing the very great im-
portance attached to the reception, or rejection of the speculative
opinions they advocate. The cause of truth, can never suffer
from coming to the light. It is the province of error, alone, to
shun impartial investigation ; to take for granted, and to reason
from the very conclusion which is objected to, and which requires
proof ; and to silence argument by assertion, and inquiry by the
charge of heresy. The defence or illustration of the one, also,
does not necessarily involve self contradiction, or inconsistency,
with any literal declarations of the Bible—vwhile that of error, as
necessarily does both. ‘Indeed these tests often enable us to detect
the weakness of the claims tipon our faith as commands of God,
of some mere precepts of men ; and to distinguish between the
Texr which is divine, and must be trite, and the INTERPRETATION,
which is human, and may be false. ¥For instance—that our
Saviour said figuratively of bread ‘¢ This is iny body> isa'text, or
truth of the Bible—Dbut the interpretalion whichthe Roman Catho-
lics, indentify with this, and assume to be an important article
of Christian faith, is not necessarily a truth, Again—no one de-
nies that our Saviour, said also, in figure, that a man rhust be
‘“born again,” “bornof water,” ¢ ofthe Spirii,”” &c. &c. But
it is empossible that all (nor does it follow as a matter of course
that uny) ofthe many discordant interpretations, which have been
affixed to such texts ; are wholly true. It is by no means-clearly
taught in the Bible, that in using the figure—* born of the Spirit,”’
our Saviour in effect said to Nicodemus, that he was as unable,
(as adead man was to raise himself,) to believe, and to be influ-
enced by the divine truths, respecting Jesus and his Glorious
Gospel, which the Holy Spirit was shortly (on the day of Pente-
cost) to reveal from Heaven to men, by the mouth of chosen
Prophets and Apostles, and by signs-and wonders to confrm, as
faith{ul and wortby of all acceptation—unless be previously had
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vouchsafed to him, a special operation ofthe Holy Spirit, to give
him power to believe, and to obey His divine testimony.

It may therefore be a meve deception, to cite such texts as
proof that our doctrines dednced from them, are truths of God—
und that they whoreject them, asillogieal or unscriptural, deny
any truth clearly revealed, respecting the Holy Spirit.  What
such figures really imply, canonly be learned from the examples,
and literal declarations of the Bible, on the subject to which they
refer, and which fact when known, they will be found consistent-
ly to illustrate. And enough is plainly revealed respecting faith
and the Holy Spirit, to render nnnecessary, all human theories—
and inexcusable the many questions, of strife, which they have
gendered to perplex the minds of sinners hastening to Eternity—
and to alienate those who though differing in opinion, hold one
faith, one Lord, one Baptism, otherwise might live as brethren,
in the unity of the Spirit, andin the bond of peace.

" Into many ofthe inconsistencies adverted to, have these wri-
ters been forced in their reasonings, in assuming to be a funda-
mental truth of Christianity, a theory, which in fact involves the
contradictory idea, that God, has not appointed any means in
themselves suitable, for bringing a sinner to the saving knowiedge
of the truth, as it is in Jesus—and yet for the use or abuse of
which means, man is justly accountable. ¢ 1t iz doubtless true,
that ag the wisdom of God, has adapted all means to their ends,
80 his power in all cases renders them effectual, it is equally by
his energy that aseed germinates in the earth, that gunpowderis
enflamed by a spark, and that perception awakens emotion. For
what reason shall a meditation op God’s glory, be not connected
with a feeling of humility, or 2 meditation on Christ’s sufferings,
with a féeling of love, andthat the view of u volcano, should ex-
cito emotions of sublimity. The operation in both cases accords
with the nature and constitution of the mind, and requires nothing
more for its accomplishment than the ordinary connexion between
means and ends.’ To say that man is able to do any thing, is
only saying, God has afforded him sufficient means of doing it.

Referring to an essay in our last volume, page 231. where from
the Bible alone, we think satisfactory evidence is Jargely adduced,
not only asto its silence,but also asto the utter contrariety,of what
it plainly reveals on the subjects of faith,and the Holy Spirit, with
this interpretation ; we would now restrict our proof of its in-
consistency, from the reasonings of its own advocates, and jus-
tify our holding as Scriptural the doctrines we do, from their own
concessions—as exemplified in the article now under review. The
very first proposition of which we confess to be rather a start-
ling one, to our perceptions.

““ How deplorable,” it is said ** are the numerous ervors, which
have divided, dovkered ; and deformed, modern Chrisiianity. These
crrors have principally originated in atlaching an unwarvantable im-
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poriance lo some porlions of the Bible; and in other inslances (o the
Bible itself.”> Now really our heresy would lead us to subscribe,
and to diffuse a sentiment the very reverse of all this, *that the
want of attaching the utmost importance to rome portions of the
Bible, and in other instances to the Bible itself, had principaily
originated, the deplorable, and numerous errors, which have di-
vided, darkened, and deformed ancient Christianity—or the reli-
gion of the New Testament ; taught 1800 years ago.” And we
think, the correctness of our version of this, is confirmed, when
to aliay the appreliension of any who may be startled at his bold
assertions, Liacon admits, that, ‘‘few think sufficiently highly of the
blessed book, under present circumslances, for we deem it to be @
divine volume, of which God is theauthor, and which has been com-
municaled fo men as an instrument of bringing sinners lo a saving
knowiedge of the truth as it is in Jesus.” But what we chiefly in-
tend by this quotation, is to shew, that it in connection with the
following practical exhortation, concedes all that we believe on
this subject. ‘¢ Unrenewed sinper, read the Bible, forifis designed
by divine wisdom, as the means of your canversion to God.”  And we
are sincerely willing to adopt the very language of our friends,
who differ with us, as sufficiently expressive of our honest senti-
ments on this head. We believe that God is the author of the
means, which in his wisdom he has adopted, to a certain end,
that man is the agent, or party, for whose use these means are
designed, and to whom they are suited—that they are able to
malke him wise unto salvation, who rightly use them—that there-
fore for the use or abuse of them he is justly responsible—that God
isnot a hard master, gathering where he has not strawn—but re-
quires “ according to that 'a man hath, and not according to that
a man hath not.” It seems to us te violate the dictates of com-
mon sense, ta hold these sentiments, and still to contend as I
heard, within a day or two, from a teacher of religion, that the
Bible is a sealed book, which a man can no more rightly under-
stand and believe, than a blind man can see, without a special ope-
ration of the Holy Spirit enabling him.

How canthat be a means to an cnd, toan unrenewd sinner,
who until he is regenerated, has no power to use the means ?
As consistently might it be asserted, that an axe, was an instru-
ment designed for an infant to cut down a tree with ; beeause it
would be one to him, when he became a man and had now recciv-
ed power to use it,

We would say to our brethren then, that we differ with
them, only so far as they really differ with themselves. We
cannot understandingly and conscientiously profess, that the
word of Gud, is able to make men wise unto salvation—‘¢ that
faith cometh by hearing the word of God"—** that the Jaw of the
Tord is perfect, converting the soul, the testimony of the Lord
is sure, making wise the simple.”  We cannot say to the ¢ Un-
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venewed sinner, read the Bible, for it is designed by divine wisdom
as the means of your conversion lo God”—and hold as an article of
Christian faith, a gloss, which would make these all void, and
would oblige us to teach him in the next breath *“ that though an
unrenewed man were {o peruse the Bible for ever, ils most constant
perusal and crilical examination would never change his heart” !!!

DISCIPULUS.
( To be Continued.)

From the Millennial Harbinger.

THE PRINCESS VICTORIA AND THE SUPREMACY
OF LAW,

The most megnificent monument on earth of the frans-
cendent power of intellectual and moral excellence, of a happy
‘combination of Protestant Science, Literature, and Religion, is
found in the fact, that at this moment a young lady of 18 years,
living in the Island of Great Britain, now gives laws to nearly a
fourth part of the whole human race. Protestant England, with
all her faults and errors, has more Science, Literature, Religion,
and Morality, more Genius and Tulent, more educaled mind, than
any nation on the face of the wide earth. She hasin her commu-
nity as much Freedom of Thought, of Speech, of the Press—as
much Free Discussion, as much Liberty of Conscience, as cun
be fourd inour own country, and much more than can be found
in any other country visited by the light of our American Sun,
Moon, and Stars. She has a Constitution and Laws after which
even we have modelled ; and her Government is that of enlighten-
ed public opinion, expre:<ed through her public functionaries—
differing, itistrue, from ours, in the names of office, andinthe
nature of the tenure by which offices are held. Still her Govern-
ment is that of public opinion, expressed in 2 Magna Charta, and
in well-digested Laws and Statutes, subject to amendment as often
as in the judgment of the whole nation they can be improved for-
the better.

Great Britain, though comparitively a small Island, separa-
ted from the great continents, possessing neither the finest cli-
mate, nor the richest soil, has nevertheless extended her Lan-
guage, her Science, her Arts, and her Religion over large por-
tions both of the Old World and of the New.

Her Empire is now the largest and most powerful in the
world. Athome she has a population of 25,000,000 ; in Hanover,
1,000,000 ; in British 1ndia she governs 159,352,000; in Canada,
North Amercia, and the, West India Island, 3,000,100 ; in the
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Ionian Island, 209,000 : in the Cape of Good Hope and other
Colonjes, 1,000,000 ; in the Island of Ceylon, 1,000,000—
making in the aggregate, a population of one hundred and seventy-
two millions, four hundred and fifty-two thousand !

At the head of th.. immence Empire, containing almost three
times as many persons as that of Russia, the next most colossal
Empire on Kurth, is now placed the Princess Avexanprina Vie-
Torls, daughter of the late Duke of Kent, a young lndy of good
common sense, and a good domestic education, who a few weceks
since completed her 18th year—a splended proof of the supre-
macy of Law over all the prejudices, passions, and customs of
the ago in which we live, .

All this must beregarded by tho Philosopher as the result of
that enlargement of soul, of energy, and enterprize which grew
out of the doctrine of free discussion, which was most singularly
and providentially made the popular doctrine of England in the
reign of Henry VIII. Her present constitution, her liberal views,
her increasing tolerance, her frge institutions, her improvements
in all the Sciences, and in all the Arts, of Peace and War, have
arisen from this inost magnificent of all modern events—rie Pro-
TESTANT REFORMATION. A. CantpBELL.

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.
From the Primilive Christian.

1 Cor. iii. In this chapter, Paul uses the figure of a build-
ing. He, as an Apostle, was a waster-builder ; and luid the
foundation of the building in Corinth, as you will see by turning
to Acts xviii. 6. ** Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to
the Jews that Jesus was Gl “ist.”” Now we know what is meant by
the foundation, and we find that it is the same that Jesus declar-
ed he would build his Churchon. * Thou art Jesus the Chrisi,”
said Peter, * upon this rock will 1 build my Church,” said Jesvs.
Now we know what is meant by the buiiding. The wood, hay
and stubble, as well asthe gold, silver, and pracious stones, were
all put into the building, and this building was the Temple of
God, in which he dwelt by his spirit.  Thea if the building were
composed of doclrines, s some suppose, the spirit of Godl dwelt
in doctrines, and some of them false ones too. *‘ Ifany man de-
file the Lemple of God, him shall God destroy,” &e.  Sarely no
man ever defiled false doctrines ; but the Apostle gives his own
meaning when speaking to the Corinthians : * Know ye not that
ye are the Temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in
you.”” Surely Paul did not address his epistle to doclrines either
true or false, .
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Then the whole matter, when summed up, stands thus: Paul
rreached Jesus asthe Christ, in Corinth, and commenced build-
ing a Church upon that faith; alterwards Apollos cnd others ad-
ded to this Church; and were not very careful about telling them of
the persecutions which awaited them; and many ofthem fell away,
or werce like wood, hay, and stubble, when acted upon by fire,
and their labour was iost. But those that were well instructed
stood the persecutions, and were like gold, silver, and precious
stones, that could not be destroyed by fire. But if the builders
themselves stood the persecutions, they were saved notwithstan-
ding their work was lost.

Paul was uneasy at times lest some of his own work would
be lost. He was fearful that he had laboured in vain; and be-
stowed a second labour on his work, in order to {orm Christ in
them anew, or to renew their faith in Christ.

If the foregoing be not the meaning of the passage, it hasno
meaning in :t. If it were false doctrines that were burnt, the
burning was a good thing ; and was ectually no loss to any body.-
I wish all that ever were made were burned up.

But that the makers of false doctrines will be saved, I do not
believe. ‘I'o make a false doctrine, is to make a lie; who makes
z lie, is a liar ; and shall kave his portion in the lake that burns
with fire and brimstone—And so ends this matter,

Affectionately, yours, M. Winans.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.
Norrineuay, July 26th, 1837.

Dear Brother Crihfield,

We as a church are gradually onthe increase. Since I wrote
to brother Campbell, I'have immersed into jesus, for the remis-
sion of all their past vins, tweniy-two persons. We are now sixty-
two ; and this evening, three others who, on Lord’s day confessed
their faith in the public assembly, will be buried wiih him by im-
mersion into death. The effect of the simple truth recorded in
the New Testament, is truly wonderful. — * * *

We are by the professors of the day much misrepresented
and calumniated, 'This spirit brought some from the country to
see us, who are now members, and happy in the Lord. You
must send me your work every month, and a letter without fail.
Yours affectionately for the truth’s sake, and in hope of the re-
surrectior. from the dead. James Warwis,
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THE MORNING STAR.
"The night is wearing fast away,
" A streak of light is dawning,—
" Sweet harbinger of that bright day,
' The fair Millennial merning.

Gloomy and dark the night has been,
And long the way, and dreary;

And sad the weeping saints are seen,
And faint, and worn, and weary.

Ye mourning pilgrims! cease your tears,
And hush each sigh of sorrow;

‘Che light of that bright morn-appears,—
The long Sabbatic morrow.

Lift up your heads—behold from far,
A flood of splendour streaming l—
It is the bright and Morning-Star,
In living lustre beaming.

And see that star-like host around
Of angel bands, attending; )
Rark! hark! the trumpet’s glad’ning sourd,
’Mid shouts triumphant blending.

He comes—the Biidegroom promis’d long—
Go forth with joy to meet him ;

And raise the new and nuptial song,
In cheerful strains to greet him.

Adorn thyself, the feast prepare,
While bridal strains are swelling ;

He comes, with thee all joys to share,
And make this carth His dwelling.

Wornixe can be propesed so wild or so absurd, as not to
find a party— and ofien a very large party--ready to espouse it."
It is asad reflection on human nature, but it istootrue. Every
day’s experience and history confirmit. It would bave argued
gross ignorance of mankind to expect even Swedenborgianism
to be rejected at once by the common sense of men. He, who
laid the snare, knew that if a few characters of some learning
and respectability could be brought to espouse it, there would
be svon a silly multitade ready to follow,—CEcis.,



