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November and the New Catalogue
It looks a long way to the New Year from the shortening days of November. Sunday 

Schools are so busy in gathering up their forces after the break-up caused by the summer 
holidays, that they often forget that the New Year is actually very near and will come swiftly 
upon them.

The new Catalogue is intended, amongst other uses, to remind them of this important fact ; 
for November is the time to study out and put in shape the equipment for the coming year. 
Christmas with its festivities and its self-denying helpfulness, is to be provided for. Recogni
tions of work done during the year are to be procured. The Lesson Helps and Illustrated 
Papers for the coming year are to be chosen and ordered ; and new plans for church attendance, 
the study of missions, giving, and work are to be arranged, and the necessary fresh literature 
and equipment secured.

It is a time when the new Catalogue is specially well worth study. We try to keep our 
eyes open to everything that is new and fitted to increase the efficiency and the effectiveness 
of our Sunday Schools and Young People's organizations, and of the congregation generally. 
A search through the Catalogue just now cannot fail to bring to light some new things that will 
be helpful. On another page of this issue of the Teachers Monthly the Business Manager 
has something 'x> say about ordering early ; it never was so necessary as now. But in addition 
to ordering early, it will pay to examine every page of the Catalogue with a view to improving 
the quality of your order also.

Ottr Improved Uniform Quarterlies and Leaflets
The Editors have given very much thought to the improvement of our Uniform Quarterlies 

and leaflets for 1919. We think hat teachers and scholars will alike recognize the changes 
they will find in these, beginning with the January-March 1919 issues, to be very attractive 
and helpful. The object has been to make the material even more of such a character as will 
lead the scholars of the various ages to take a real interest in the Lesson week by week, and to 
prepare it thoroughly for the class. There are several new features which, it is hoped, may 
fully justify themselves. —

Attention may perhaps especially be called to two important novelties : First, the more 
pictorial character of the Primary Quarterly and Primary Leaflet, and the larger type in



November644 The Teachers Monthly

which it is printed, and he picture given for Handwork. We fancy that the little ones will 
“love” these new features. Second : a new Junior Quarterly and Junior Leaflet, for 
ages 9, 10 and 11, a prominent feature of which is the provision made for the reading and study 
day by day of a verse or verses of the Lesson, so arranged tkat by this da.ly study the whole 
Lesson will be read through before Sunday comes.

All the Uniform Quarterlies and leaflets will look just a little different, but '.he differences 
will be found to be improvements. Just as w'e have now rounded out a complete series of 
Departmental Graded Lesson Helps, so with the New Year, we are presenting our Schools with 
a more complete and helpful series on the familiar Uniform lessons. Our aim is, that the 
needs of every School and of every class may be fully met. Along with the Quarterlies 1» 
Leaflets, every teacher should have a copy of the Teachers Monthly. Members of Adult 
Classes and of Young People’s Societies are amply provided for in the popular Pathfinder.

The Sunday School and the Forward Movement
The Sunday Schools are deeply and vitally concerned in the Forward Movement, which i« 

taking hold of the whole church with increasing power.
There arc two aims of the Movement which are of special interes' to all Sunday School 

workers. These are stated in a leaflet issued by the Committee in charge of the promotion of 
the Movement, as follows :

1. “That the children of the church may be early led to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Saviour."

2. “That all the boys and girls and young people may receive adequate training for 
Christian service, and that many of them may be led to consecrate their lives to some definite 
form of ministry for Jesus Christ."

These two statements indicate clearly the specific ways in which the Movement can he 
furthered in the Sunday Schools. None are in a position to make a greater contribution to 
the success of the Movement than the Sunday School teachers whose work is to win the children 
for Christ and train them in his service.

Helping the Home
It is on the home that the chief responsibility rests for the religious education of the young. 

It is in the home that religious education can be carried on most effectively. The impressions 
made in the home on the minds and hearts of children are deeper and more enduring than those 
received in later years. Far earlier than most people think, the main tendencies in the life 
of the child are, humanly speaking, permanently fixed. And the chief factor in giving its 
bent to the child's life is, beyond all question, the home.

Any help, therefore, which can be given to the home in the matter of religious education, 
is attacking the problem at the point where a solution must be found if it is to be found at all. 
Nothing could be more timely or farseeing than the resolve of the Board of Sabbath Schools 
and Young People's Societies to do everything in its power that will aid in making every home 
in our church a place in which every child is receiving the religious education which is his 
God-given right.

Some of the plans suggested by the Board are : the f irmation of circulating libraries of 
books or parents ; mothers’ or parents' classes in the Sunday School ; monthly or quarterly 
conferences of parents and Sunday School teachers ; the encouragement of family worship ; 
securing the attendance of children at the church services , special sermons on the home.

There are few, if any, congrégations or communities in which these plans could not be 
tried out. Putting them into operation will be sure to result in incalculable good.
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Returned Soldiers in the Sunday School
Kvrry possible effort should be made to enlist returned soldiers in the work of the Sunday 

School Many of them ar • members of the church, interested in its welfare, and would welcome 
an invitation to help in the School.

It would mean a great deal to any class of boys to have a returnee! soldier for a teacher, 
especially if he had been wounded in the service of his country. Such a teacher would have 
an influence over his scholars of a sort that no other could have.

An Overseas Opportunity
Much has been said of what the church should do fee the soldier both while he is overseas 

and after he returns, and too much cannot be done for those to whom the debt of the church, 
aa well as the state, is so immense.

But the church should also expect much from the soldiers, who are figi ting in France 
and Flanders, or who have come home after having di ie their bit. It is amongst these men 
that the church should be looking for her strongest and most efficient work» -s.

Further, the church should see that opportunities of training for service should be put 
within reach of these men. Flourishing and successful “Khaki" Universities are carrying 
on their work within hearing of the cannon on the front line of battle. It would be a fine thing 
if for example, amongst the students in these Universities, a sufficient number of Teacher 
Training Classes were established. In this way workers for our Sunday Schools might be 
prepare!, who would put new life into them, when the War is over and the soldiers have come 
back to home and country and church.

This work has already been begun amongst our men overseas. But it is capable of almost 
unlimited expansion, and presents to the church an opportunity of which the importance can 
scarcely be overstated.

Where There is no Sunday School ,
There are many isolated homes, especially on the prairies and in British Columbia, which 

have no Sunday School within reach of the ehildren.
To meet the religious needs of such homes as these is one of the chief functions of the 

Home Department. Conveners of Presbyteries' Committees an»', other workers can render 
most important service by bringing the advantages of this Department within reach of these 
lonely settlers.

Several Western Presbyteries, notably those of Yorkton and Kindersley, arc taking this 
matter up with great vigor and with excellent results. Their example may well be followed by 
other Presbyteries in which similar conditions prevail.

Education Through the Sunday School
A letter which appeared recently in an important daily newspaper, illustrates the value 

of the Sunday School as an educational agency. The writer of the letter gives an account 
of two women who have wielded a powerful influence for good, in spite of their scanty oppor
tunities for obtaining a secular education.

One of these women has brought up a large family, and eight of her sons are now living 
on this continent, and all have made good Four grandsons arc overseas, one having left the 
university in his third year, and three of these have been in France for three years. Two 
years would cover all the time spent by this woman at the public school, and her attendance 
even during that short period wa< intermittent. Her chief sources of education were the 
Sunday School and the Bible. Nearly all her life she was a Sunday School teacher, and from 
the Bible, studied earnestly that she might instruct others, she learned the wisdom that guided 
her in her daily life and made her a blessing to her children and her neighbors.
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The second woman, was left an orphan at an early age, and, for a time had to make her 
own way by working at a trade. But, later, having married, ehe became a leader to whom 
many came for sympathy and counsel. She had reached only the third form in the public 
school ; but she, also, was a Sunday School teacher and a diligent student of the scriptures.

The Sunday School offers an educational opportunity which is open to all. No one cm 
be called uneducated who possesses the knowledge of the Bible which it gives. And without 
such knowledge, no one is educated in the truest sense.

The New Teacher Training Course as an Electi ve Study
It is generally recognized by Sunday School workers, that, with scholars of eighteen and 

upward, the courses of study should be elective. This is why, amongst the helps for lesson 
study offered by Presbyterian Publications, are to be found “Young People's Electives," 
including : I. History and Literature of the Hebrew People. II. History anb 
Literature ok New Tebt«ment Times. III. The Bible and Social Living.

This list, however, does not, by any means, exhaust the possible electives. There are 
many Schools which might, with great profit, choose for at least one class of its young people, 
The New Teacher Training Course. The four text-books of this Course, containing ten 
lessons each, or forty lessons in all, which form a year's work, can be covered in forty weeks, 
while a longer period may be allowed, if it is so desired. All the textbooks for the first year's 
work, and two of those for the second year, are now available, and the remaining two books 
for the seccnd year will soon be issued.

Two advantages of introducing this Course may be mentioned. One is that it will be 
interesting nd profitable to the young people themselves who may take it up. The other is 
that it will ensure a supply of well trained teachers in the future. For it is certain that the 
young people who have learned, in the Teacher Training Class, how to teach, will be eager to 
put their knowledge into practice.

“ On Parade ” and “ Over the Top ”
Two officers at the front were discussing the relative merits of two regiments of different 

nationalities. The first officer claimed for one of the regiments, that whilst the ether would 
make a finer appearance “on parade," it would do better work when the order came to "go 
over the top."

The real test of a soldier and of a regiment, is what it does in actual conflict. If there is 
failure there, it does not matter very much how smart and soldierly the appearance on the 
parade ground has been.

In the Sunday School the plans worth while are those that not only look well on paper, 
but work in actual practice. The best teacher is not the one who does not merely talk about 
improved methods, but who gets real results from his teaching.

It would be well for every wdrker to keep in mind the difference between a fine appearance 
“on parade" and effectiveness in going "over the top.”

Your Share in the Budget
Last year the Sunday Schools gave nearly $80,000 to the Budget of the church. This 

was a splendid sum for the Schools to contribute to the missionary work of the church.
The Budget for 1918 is $1,200,000. Of this amount the Schools are asked to give one 

dollar in every ten.
It is easy for each School to find out what it ought to give. A certain sum is asked of the 

congregation to which the School belongs. Divide this sum by ten, and the quotient is the 
amount allotted to the School.

Every School should be asking now : “Is our quota made up ?” There are just two 
months of this year to run, and the School must look alive if they are to do their share and
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start the New Year with a clean slate. It can be done if each School wdll just face up to its 
duty, and make up its mind to “go over the top.”

Getting Ready for Christmas
It is not too soon to begin planning for Christmas. If the most is. to be made of the 

season in the Sunday School, much earnest thought must be given to preparation,—and this 
well in advance.

The best way to observe the Christmas season will vary, of course, with each individual 
School. In every School, however, the ideal should be a giving rather than a getting Christ
mas. The day in all the year which specially commemorates God’s giv ng of his own son for 
us, shou'd be a day on which we gladly and generously give to others.

For weeks before Christmas, therefore, the teacher should seize every opportunity of 
turning the attention of the scholars to God's greatest andliest gift and stimulating in hem 
the desire to show their gratitude for this wonderful gift. Ways should be suggested in which 
they may do this. If there is this kind of preparation, the scholars, when Christmas actually 
comes will be ready with their gifts, and, in giving them, will get for themselves the truest 
happiness.

WITH OUK CONTRIBUTORS

The Roots of Law
By Professor L. A. Weigle, D.D.

(The eleventh of a series of twelve articles by the 
author of The Pupil, one of the books in the New 
Standard Teacher Training Course, discussing more 
fully some points dealt with in the book.—Editors.)

The word “law” has several meanings. 
We think first, perhaps, of civil law. Its 
basis is that of political authority. It is 
enacted by the recognized law-makers of a 
political group, such as a community, state 
or nation ; and it is enforced by the police- 
power of that group. It expresses what must 
be, if one would escape the penalties which are 
established as part of the law itself.

We think, again, of natural law. Its basis 
is that of fact. Such laws as the law of 
gravitation, the laws of thermo-dynamics, 
the laws of digest,on, the law of habit, need 
not to be enacted. They simply are. God 
enacted them when he created the world. 
They express, not so much what must be, 
as what is. We cannot help but follow these 
laws. They are statements of what, under 
given circumstances, is sure to take place, 
because nature is built that way and is 
uniformly consistent.

Horal law expresses what men ought to do 
and be It is enforced by an inward sense 
of obligation rather than by an external 

must, ' and it is unlike natural law in that 
we can refu 3 to follow it if we choose. It is 
concerned with ideals of living ; it defines 
nght and wrong.

Different as these kinds of law are, they are 
alike in one fundamental and most important 
respect : all tell us how to act, in one respect 
or another. A civil law, for example, forbids 
us to spit in public places under penalty of a 
fine ; a natural law, once understood, bids 
us to sleep with our bedroom windows open ; 
a moral law tells us that it is right to speak 
the truth and wrong to he. We live in a 
world of laws, and we learn how to live only 
as we learn how to obey and to use these laws. 
We derive from them what one might call 
personal laws or principles of action.

We begin to do this very early. As soon 
as a child can form a purpose of his own and 
has some idea of w’hat to do in order to fulfil 
that purpose, it is evidence that he has begun 
to understand some of the laws of the world 
about hin. His recognition of law is coin
cident with the development within him of 
intelligence and will.

A child gets his ideas of how to act from 
four main sources, which constitute the great 
roots of law in his life. These are habit, 
imitation, authority and social initiative.

1. Habit and the association of ideas. A 
child derives his principles of action, in the 
first place, from his own experiences and their 
results. “A burnt child dreads the fire,” 
runs the trite old proverb. He has learned 
a natural law, and derived from it a principle 
of action.

The child is not always, nor even often,
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conscious of the laws that he is making for 
himself. The principle of habit operates 
mechanically and unnoticed. But it opt. utes 
inevitably. Experiences that result happily 
tend naturally to be repeated ; those that are 
painful will in future 
be avoided. Lines of 
action that have been 
successful will be fol
lowed again ; those 
that have met defeat 
or brought unhappiness 
will be tried no more.

Sometimes, on the 
other hand, this process 
is not mechanical.
More than mere habit, 
it involves an asso
ciation of ideas. The 
child thinks about his 
experience, and as a 
result of his thinking 
makesarulefor himself.

I remember observ- 
i n g a two-year-old’s 
first meeting with a 
dog. He went toward 
it without fear and 
with an evident desire 
to play, but scurried back crying. “Daddy, 
daddy, dogs hark. 'Care me.'" For several 
months he could not be induced to go near a 
dog. But one day the father introduced to 
him an especially quiet and good-humored 
dog with the remark that here was one who 
was friendly to little boys ; and he greatly 
enjoyed petting it. “Friendly dogs are 
nice," he said. And ever since, he appeals to 
father or mother whenever he sees a dog. 
“Is that a friendly dog?" he queries. If the 
answer is "Yes," he approaches the dog with all 
confidence ; if “No, "he sticks close to parental 
protection.

It is not far from the truth to say that a 
child is continually reworking his experience. 
On the basis of what hapjiens under given 
circumstances, he is making and remaking, 
consciously or unconsciously, rules of action 
for himself. His understanding of the facts 
and laws of the world about him is of course 
incomplete and may be much mistaken ; the 
little principles of action that he gains may 
fall far short of the truth. Yet his mind is at 
work and his will is acquiring strength and 
direction.

2. Initiation anil suggestion. A child de
rives principles of action, ag,ain, from what he 
observes of the behavior and experiences of 
others. There has been debate among 
psychologists in late years concerning the 
mechanism of imitation. Professor Thorn
dike, particularly, has denied the existence 
of any special instinct that leads either chil
dren or animals to do whatever they see

others do. He has so well established hù 
position as to throw the burden of proof 
upon those who believe that there is such in 
instinct. But the objective fact of imitation, 
in the large, remains, whatever may be its 

inner mechanism 
Adults, as well as child- 
ren, tend to act like 
those about them.

The persons we meet 
and live with are the 
most live and real and 
interesting of experi
ence’s data. To adapt 
ourselves to them is 
one of the most immed
iate of life's problems, 
upon the solution of 
which our sense of well
being, our happiness or 
unhappiness, largely 
and directly depends 
The presence of others 
is thus one of the most 
compelling of stimuli. 
Peoplenaturallyattrsct 
our attention. Their 
experiences seem al
most to be an extension 

of our own. Their behavior is among the 
most potent of suggestions.

If this be true of adults, it is even more true 
of 'hildren, who are dependent upon older 
folk and just beginning to acquire knowledge 
and self-control. Their little minds and 
bodies are exceedingly plastic. They seem 
almost to absorb the world about them 
They reflect their social environment. What 
their elders do is far more potent in shaping 
their livra than what these same elders say

3. Authority. No wise parent or teacher 
will just let his children alone in the midst ol 
natural forces and social experiences, to 
understand these as best they may. The 
risks are too great, and life too complex 
It is his'privilege to provide for and to protect 
his children so that they may have oppor
tunity to grow, and so to simplify and inter
pret their environment that they may be 
helped to understand the great fundamental 
laws of nature and human life. He will, 
therefore, tell his children things that wou d 
cost too much were they to be left simply 
to the teaching of experience ; he will com
mand when commandment is needed ; and 
to misdeeds he will annex punishmente- 
even spankings sometimes—in order that the 
children may be helped to discriminate right 
from wrong.

As the child makes rules of action for him
self, then, he must adapt himself nut simply 
to the ways of nature and to the behavior 
of other persons, but to the laws of those who 
are set in authority over him. The impertsnt

IN THE HEART OF A 
CHILD

An angel paused in his on
ward flight

With a seed of love and truth 
• and right,

And said, “0, where can this 
seed be sown,

Where 'twill yield most fruit 
when fully grown ?

The Saviour heard and said 
as he smiled,

Place it at once in the heart 
of a child."
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authority and ■ - 
of law. If the commands of the parents 
reflect the real laws of life, natural, moral and 
social 1 if they serve to exhibit and interpret 
those laws to the child upon the level of his 
needs and experiences ; if the parent’s own 
life is subject to these same law's—in short, 
if the child finds the deliverances of authority 
to be consistently backed up by his own ex
periences nd his observation of the experi
ences of others, so that habit and imitation 
le. d him in the same direction, then authority 
is rightly used, and is of the highest value. 
An authority, on the other hand, that is 
arbitrary, out of relation to the real principles 
of justice and right, or inconsistent with the 
parent’s own life, introduces confusion into 
the child’s experience and is apt to beget 
rebellion. We older folk who thank God 
now that \*e had fathers and mothers whose 
stem discipline made us obey, are not really 
thankful 10 much for the spankings that we 
received as for the fact that the spankings 
were administered for right reasons and 
backed up by true instruction and a consistent 
life.

4. Social initiative. A child's principles of 
action are not fully his own until they have 
passed from a merely adaptive to an initiative 
basis. The final motive of morality is not 
that simply of adaptation to external con
ditions, natural or social ; it is rather the 
desire to enter helpfully and creatively into 
the common life of men. One becomes

law-abiding then, not because he must, but 
because he wants to do his share and make 
his contribution to the good of the group.

This motive, too, enters early into the life 
of a child. It manifests itself as soon as he 
can feel his helpfulness in a common task or 
play. Under the misleading of the recapitu
lation theory and its analogues we have been 
wont to underestimate its place in these early 
yerjrs. We have been tola that childhood is 
no.i-social, non-moral, non-religious. There 
could be no greater mistake. While it is true 
‘hat moral training in childhood must lay 
the large emphasis relatively upon conditions 
external to the child himself, it is equally true 
that even very little children love to help 
and care for others. I have seen primary 
schoolrooms that were models of law-abiding 
discipline, not because of the teacher’s ex
ternal authority, but because of the inward 
initiative of a common devotion to some pro
ject in which all the children had a share.

We do not need.so much to make rules of 
life foi our children as to give them a fair 
opportunity to make the right sort of rules for 
themselves. That means that we shall seek 
in every way to render experience consistent 
with precept, and to make our measures of 
discipline express the real laws of life. Above 
all, we shall seek to cooperate in their little 
enterprises and to enlist their cooperation in 
ours, that the rules of life may come to be a 
joint product of our common experience, and 
that morality may be based for them upon 
grounds of inward initiative.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

Acquired Interests
By Professor O. J. Stevenson, D.Pæd.

la different periods of a child’s growth, 
different instincts appear ; and unless these 
distincts are specially fostered they die out 
and give place to others. But fortunately 
lor the young hoy or girl, these natural inter
ests are sometimes the starting point for more 
permanent, interests which grow out of them, 
and which are said to be acquired interests. . 

j It is not easy to imagine just what we should 
be like if we did not acquire any new interests. 
We should in that case be merely creatures of 
instinct like the lower animals, with animal 
pleasures and animal tastes and with little to 
look forward to in the future. As a matter 
of fset, all our best interests in life are ac
quired,—our interest in books, in music, in 
romtific study, in travel, in natural beauty. 
Even our interests in recreation of the best 
kind is acquired ; and, on the other hand, in 
most cases we choose as our life work some 
trade or calling in which we have acquired a

strong interest. Looked at from one point 
of view, all education is intended to develop 
new interests ; and Browning’s lines :
“Grow old along with me,

The best is yet to be,
The last of life for which the first was made,” 

are not true of the savage or of the ignorant 
boor, but only of men and women who are 
constantly enriching their lives as they grow 
older by developing new interests.

New interests are acquired in various ways. 
Sometimes we can trace back our interest in 
this thing or that to some accidental circum
stance which was apparently of little import
ance at the time. I can recall, for example, 
the time when I did not know one bird from 
another and did not know the song of a robin 
when I heard it. A visit to the house of a 
friend who had many specimens of mounted 
birds excited my interest and led me to ob-
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serve and study birds for myself. The de
velopment of a new interest, however, more 
often'comes, or should come, either from the 
suggestion of a teacher or as the result of the 
pupils’ own study. The teacher, in such 
cases, must take into account the past experi
ence of the pupil and must see that the new 
interest which he wished the pupil to acquire 
is made to prow out of this experience. You 
cannot, for instance, create an interest in mis
sions-to China merely by telling pupils that 
it is their duty to help to convert the Chinese 
to the Christian religion. You must begin 
farther back, with the kind of country as com
pared with our own, the kind of people, how 
they live, how and what they are taught, what 
they think about, what they worship ; and 
you must show what changes the Christian 
religion would make in their lives. When 
you have interested the boy or girl in the 
people and their way of living it will not be 
so difficult a task to interest them in the need 
for,a better religion.

Sometimes we acquire new L erests only 
as the result of disagreeable effort, which we 
would shirk if we could. Many accomplished 
musicians will tell you that they hated the 
long hours which they were forced to spend 
in practice, and that their real interest in 
music came only after the worst of the 
drudgery was ended. But as a usual thing 
interests are acquired without effort because 
the new study is presented to us in such an 
attractive form that it appeals to us from the 
first. The teacher who wishes to create an 
interest in anything growin j out of the work 
of the Sunday School must base her appeal 
upon the existing interests of the boy or girl

and must develop the new interest in as vivid 
and attractive a form as possible.

In our efforts to develop new interesta we 
must be sure in the first place that these inter- 
ests are satisfying and permanent. It should 
not be forgotten that acquired interests may 
be harmful as well as beneficial. A boy will 
acquire an interest in pool rooms and cigar 
ettes even more readily than in music and 
poetry because in that case the new interests 
are placed before his mind very temptingly 
and without the necessity of any drudgery 
And even interests that are not positively tame 
ful may at the same time be of no real and per
manent value. Interest in certain kinds of 
sport may so possess a young man that he has 
no thoughts for anything else ; and interest 
in dress and ornament may so occupy the 
mind of a young girl as to crowd out interests 
of a more wholesome, satisfying kind. The 
only safety in such a case is to strengthen the 
des rable interests by every possible means 
so that harmful interests may have neither 
time nor opportunity to grow.

One great aim in all education should be 
to develop what educationists call a “many- 
sided interest,” that is, an interest in 1 great 
number of desirable things, in nature, in 
science, in government, in religion, in reading, 
and in the thousand and one activities that 
grow out of our daily life. “ Whatsoever things 
are true .. whatsoever things are lovely, what
soever things are of good report.. think on 
these things.” The injunction of the apostle 
can best be carried out by creating an interest 
in things that are true, and lovely, and of 
good report ; and in creating such an interest 
the Sund y School must play its part.

Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, Ont.

‘Religious Education in the Church
A BOOK FOR THE MONTH
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Cope defines 1
as an educational one This definition is 
reached by a careful analysis. The church 
has to do with persons. In dealing with 
persons it aims at tne development in them of a 
character having for its pattern and ideal the 
character of Christ. The church, therefore, 
takes its place amongst those agencies which 
aim at the development of persons; in parti
cular, it stands, in this respect, beside the 
ech <ols : it is an educational institution. 
The test of all its work is “ the kind of people 
that it gives to society." By that test it

• Religious Education In the Church, Çy Henry
Frederick Cope, General Secretary. The Religion* Ed
ucation Aaaoeiation, Charles Scrioner'a Son», New York. 
274 paces, «1.28.

must stand or fall in the judgment of an age 
which demands, above all, of every organiia- 
tion that it shall be efficient.

But the specific function of the church is 
not sufficiently defined by merely dubbing 
it educational. There must be a clear and 
adequate conception of what education ii 
Schooling is not the whole of education. It 
is not by the acquirement of a certain amount J 
of knowledge alone that one becomes educate». 
Education, in the true sense, calls into fullest 
activity, stimulates to the highest pitch, 
trains to the most perfect exercise, the powers 
of a life. Educated persons are those who 
“fit into, live fully with, and serve, their | 
world of persons."
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In a British Columbia Canyon

Sunday School at Albert Canyon, B.C.

In a British Columbia Canyon
By Mark Phillips

Albert Canyon is situated on the C.P.R. main line, British Columbia, and 
is one of the most beautiful places in the Province. It is a wonderful gorge or 
canyon, 200 feet below the level of the C.P.R. track, and all trains during the 
summer time stop at the gorge to allow the passengers to view its great beauty.

It has also hot mineral springs bubbling up from the mountain sides, which 
are a constant source of pleasure for bathing purposes to the numerous campers 
and tourists who frequent the camps during the summer months.

Situated between the watersheds of the Selkirk and Gold Rangers of the 
Rocky Mountains, it forms part of the Malakwa Mission Field, a field extending 
from Glacier to Sicamous, a distance of 90 miles, along the main line of the railway.

Our Sunday School was started about a year ago, and, from the eight resident 
Protestant families of the village, the School, has had an average attendance 
during the year of about twenty.

Those who live in the larger centres of population can hardly realize the 
isolation of these small places, and the great lack of educational and recreational 
facilities for our young people who grow up in them.

Our School has a superintendent and two teachers. It cannot grow beyond 
its present proportions because all the children of the campers are enrolled, but 
as our boys and girls leave home for the great cities they will have received a 
foundation for character and life in the work done amongst them in the Sunday 
School.

The present writer was pleased to receive a letter some time ago from a scholar 
of one of our Sunday Schools in the smaller districts, who wls studying in Victoria 
High School, stating that the Bible given him on leaving, by the Sunday School 
was being read by him every day, so that the work although lacking in the interest 
and enthusiasm which comes from the association of large numbers, may still be 
of great value in the training of young live i, which are in most need of such a work.

Revelstoke, B.C.
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There in a sense in which all education is 
religious. Every human being is by nature 
religious, and there is a religious aspect to all 
the processes and activities dealt with by the 
educationalist in his task of developing 
character. All life is religious, but it is im|>ort- 
ant that men an 1 women should know what 
the religious values of life are. They should 
know what judgments they should form, 
what feelings they should cherish, what ideals 
they should strive after, what duties they 
should perform as religious persons.

It is for the development of a character that 
is religious in its outlook upon, in its attitudes 
toward all life, that the church exists.

To say that the work of the church is 
educational is not to sav that it should adopt 
the precise methods of other agencies. Its 
work is to be done by mefhods of its own, 
suited to its peculiar genius and specific

object. Only it must bring all its methodi 
to the acid test of suitability to the end in 
view. The worship, the preaching, the 
organizations of the church are of the right 
sort if they are actually resulting in the 
development of well rounded Christian char
acter.

These are days of stem testing for the 
church, as for all institutions claiming for 
themselves a place in our complex society 
That the church will emerge from the testing 
stronger and more influential than ever, 
cannot be doubted. But this result will 
follow only from the church’s own meet 
searching self-scrutiny of her aims and 
methods and the purging of heiself of every
thing that hinders the moat efficient per
formance of her functions. And books like 
that of Dr. Cope will provide most helpful 
in such self examination.

A Round the World Contest
By Miss Violet Robinson

How shall we interest our scholars in 
missions ? How shall we teach them to 
he punctual, and to bring their Bibles ? Is 
«here any way of inducing thyn to attend 
church regularly ?

These, and many other important questions, 
such as are constantly presenting themselves 
to earnest teachers in relation to Sabbath 
School efficiency, were very practically and 
successfully met in connection with a some
what unique contest recently concluded 
between the schools of Westminster and 
Cowan Avenue Churches, Toronto. The 
plan of operation was this :

One of the competing Schools, which were 
purposely selecteii in different parts of the 
city, challenged the other to a race round the 
world to see which School should accomplish 
the distance first, both Schools agreeing to 
start at the same time and to travel over the 
same route, the mileage for each School per 
Sup day to be counted by points as follows : 
Attendance! each scholar, teacher or

officer).......................................................2 miles
On time (each scholar, teacher or 

officer) when opening hymn or
prayer begins............................................ 2 miles

Church attendance, once..................... 1 mile
twice ................. 2 miles

Bringing Bibles from home(Testaments 
or Gospels will count, but no
Lesson Helps)...........................................2 miles

Visitors...............................................................2 miles
New members (counted visitors two 

Sundays, new members on third 
Sunday)..................................................... 2 miles

Offering (each 10c. of total offering)... 1 mile
New members and visitors must only be 

t hose who were not attending any other School.
It was further agreed that the smaller of 

the two Schools be allowed a alight handicap 
before entering the race, also that a combined 
picnic should be held at the close of ‘he 
contest, the School coming second in the race 
being expected to provide some special 
entertainment for all at the close of the sum
mer vacation.

The plan of campaign having been brought 
lieforc the Teachers' Associations of both 
churches, and explained by circular letter to 
each officer and teacher, the various details 
were then tiarried forward with much en
thusiasm.

In order that the regular work of the 
School should not be disturbed, a special 
Contest Secretary and Assistant were ap
pointed in each School to tabulate the weekly 
mileage, which was made up from special 
record cards filled in at the beginning of every 
session by the teachers. The progress for 
each Sunday was then reported by telephone 
from one School to the other before closing, 
and the distance attained recorded on a large 
chart prepared for the purpose.

As the contest progressed, this chart 
became the centre of intense and increasing 
interest. On a cotton-covered frame, 15 
feet by 2. was sketched in colors a map of 
the world on which the travel route was 
indicated by a heavy red line, connecting 
the chief poiuts touched at.

Commencing at Toronto and proceeding 
westward, the line passed through Winnipeg,
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Vancouver, Yokohama, Shanghai, Singapore, 
Colombo, Aden, Suez, Gibraltar and London, 
returning to Toronto via Halifax and Mon
treal.

Assuming the dis-
THE GAME OF TAGtance traveled to be 

25,000 miles, the rela
tive progress of the two 
Schools was shown by 
ribbons, blue for West
minster and red for 
Cowan Avenue, which 
were laid horizontally 
at the upper and lower 
edges of the chart, the 
School holding the lead 
for the time being, dis
playing the greater 
length of ribbon, while 
two miniature ships for 
ocean points and tiny 
flags for places on land, 
registered the exact 
position reached by 
each SchooJ from week 
to week upon the map 
itself.

Keeping steadily in 
view the creation of 
missionary interest, 
the contest afforded, as 
one of its most helpful 
features, a wonderful 
opportunity for sys
tematic missionary in
struction. Taking each 
country visited as a 
point of departure, 
short missionary talks, 
illustrated by lantern 
slides, were give each 
Sunday to the assem
bled Schools by return
ed missionaries and 
others. In this way 
personally conducted 
missionary tours were 
made to the Canadian 
West, Japan, Formosa,
Honan, South China,
India, Africa, the Foly
Land and Trinidad, the manifest delight of the 
children in the subjects presented, bearing 
ample witness to the value of this form of 
mission study.

The contest occupied the two’Schools for 
three months, and when it closed in June 
last with Wc tminster School leading by 
about 400 miles, it was agreed by ell that the , 
results had been most gratifying.

Cowan Avenue School reported that 6 of 
the 16 classes in the School above the Primary 
Department had obtained over 70 per cent, 
of the earned mileage, not one class less than

“In many of our Sunday 
Schools the superintendent 
is compelled by circum
stances to press into service 
young men and women who 
frankly protest and un
hesitatingly declare their un
preparedness. One celebrated 
educator in speaking about 
this condition called it "The 
Sunday School game of tag." 
You are “IT" if the super
intendent needs a teacher, 
regardless of ability, educa
tion or spirituality. The 
average . . does not have a 
corps of trained teachers 
back of his organization, with 
a knowledge of the best 
methods of presenting the 
Sunday School lesson, nor 
can he feel that he has a 
reserve force to call upon 
to fill the vacancies. He has 
to play the game of tag in 
selection. Every Sunday 
School needs a Teacher 
Training Department that 
will supply trained teachers 
to meet all the School’s 
demands!" — From the 
Teacher Training Class, by 
Emilie F. Kearney

50 per cent. Attendance at church once per 
Sunday rose to over 90 per cent, of the whole 
School, while 92 per cent, of the scholars 

above the Primary 
brought their Bibles. 
The number of schol
ars late fell as low as 
two on several Sundays, 
while the average in 
this respect was a little 
less than 2 per cent, 
of the total attendance.

In Westminster 
School the figures were 
equally satisfactory. 
The average attend
ance per Sunday in
creased more than 25 
per cent, over that of 
the previous year, and 
the percentage of Bible 
bringingwasbrought up 
to nearly 85 per cent, 
of the whole School, 
while chronic lateness 
was practically elimin
ated.

In both Schools the 
record attendance in 
the history of the 
Schools was reached 
during the contest. 
Best of all, a sense of 
individual responsibil
ity and duty towards 
the church and School 
was awakened in the 
hearts of the scholars. 
Parents and visitors 
were brought into ci se 
touch with the woi < ; 
the minister was en
couraged by the in
creased number of 
young people at church ; 
interesting employ
ment was provided for 
older pupils in carrying 
out the plan ; givings 
for missions were ma
terially increased; while 

the variety and interest introduced by the 
contest into the exercises of the School con
tributed towards good order, and attention. 
Altogether, such a wholesome and stimulating 
spirit of cooperation and fraternity was cre
ated between the rival Schools as to prove be
yond question the value of legitimate, friendly, 
and well-organized competition as a factor in 
Sabbath School work.

Toronto

“Lesson material should not only be mas
tered, but mastered in systematic order.”
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The Story of George Grey
November

By Joe Koffbnd

[The writer of this story is a lad of 15 who 
teaches a Boys' Bible Class at Evangel Hall, 
Toronto.—Editors.]

You wished me to tell you of our Christmas 
Tree entertainment for George Grey. I am 
glad to try and do so, though it would be 
easier to tell you than 
to write it to you.

Well, George Grey 
is a member of my Sun
day School class and 
is ‘ileven years of age, 
the second oldest in a 
family of six children. 
His father is at the 
front, and his wife has 
found it very hard as 
there has been so much 
illness in the family 
since he went away.

Some time ago the 
doctors found it neces
sary to put George’s leg 
and hip in a steel brace 
and put him to bed, us 
they discovered there 
was tubercular trouble. 
George had always 
been a active h oy, never 
off his feet mile <s asleep. 
It seemed very hard 
but he yielded cheer
fully. tie had always 
been faithful in attend
ing Sunday School and 
felt very badly that he 
could not come. I talk
ed it over with the rest 
of the boys and we de
cided that if George 
could not come to Sun- 
dav School, the Sunday 
School mus* go to him. 
He lives about seven

that is over he longs for Thursday to come 
Some weeks before Christmas we felt 

what a fine thing it would be to give George 
a surprise. We planned quietly and then 
went ahead. We gathered old newspapers 
and sold them. We also got a number of 

soap wrappers from 
some friends. Each

TO-DAY’S CHALLENGE
The church’s opportunity lies 

with its young people. Here, if 
at all, it is to reap the fruitage of 
the long years of training and in
struction. Now, if ever, are these 
fresh resources to be turned into 
the current of its life. It is a.i 
opportunity, because youth itself 
is hungry for activity and achieve
ment ; it is just now forming its 
permanent connections with the 
institutions of organized society— 
will the church be one of these ? 
It is catching a vision of service 
and is ready for sacrifice—will the 
church provide a place of service, 
a motive for sacrifice ? It desires 
to see life as a whole, and to live 
the abundant life of Christ—will 
the church interpret to it the 
meaning of life from the Christian 
point of view ? And in all these 
youth desires to act upon its own 
initiative—will the church inspire 
an^ trust its young people ?

B. S. Winchester

or eight blocks from 
Evangel Hall.

We went, and George was delighted, and 
looked forward with great pleasure to the 
Sunday coming and having the class meet 
with him, but the time seemed so long 
between Sundays that after a short time we 
decided to have a meeting during the week as 
well, so since then we have met on Thursday 
evenings ; one boy from another class joining 
in with us. We have our meeting and Bible 
study and every boy takes part ; then at the 
close we spend hall an hour in games. His 
mother says that as soon as the Thursday 
is over, George counts the days till the boys 
will come back Sunday afternoon, and when

boy put in some of his 
savings, and two or
three friends who learn-
ed of it gave us some 
cash. We got a fine 
Christmas tree from the
Norway School Kinder, 
garten ; and one or two 
of the teachers who 
were interested gave us 
decorations for the tree 
as well as some gifts.

We arranged to have 
the tree on our regular 
meeting night, so that 
George would not be 
suspicious. When all 
was ready we went up 
stairs, and suggested 
that as it was the last 
meeting before Christ
mas we would have a 
special time for games. 
So George was carefully 
carried down stairs on 
a couch. In an adjoin
ing room, where the 
tree was, we played 
games for awhile, and 
then the surprise came 
in a most natural way. 
George remarked, 
"Wouldn’t it be fine 
seeing we’re playing 
Christmas games if we 
just had Santa t„aue 
too.” So it seemed just 
the time and I threw 

open the doors between the two rooms and 
there stood the tree all lighted up with candles 
and bright with its decoration.

George just gasped out, "O-o-o-o-o ! ! ! 
Joe !” and cçuld say no more. 1 just wished 
you could have seen his face. We had tried 
to find out quietly just what things he wanted 
most so were able to get things that he cared 
for most. We got a beautiful Bible, which 
he had been longing for, also a hymn book 
as he so often sings hymns while lying in bed. 
Then there were a number of other things 
that he Wanted. He could hardly express 
himself for joy. We did not forget the rest
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of the children, and managed to get some little 
gift for each one of them. Then everybody 
present received a bag of candies and an 
orange.

We had a great little supper to close with. 
Before we sat down to feast, we had a prayer 
of thanksgiving in whose name this time was 
held. Before we left that night, George 
called us round his bedside and told us in his 
own way how happy we had made him and 
how thankful he was, "Boys, this is the best 
Christmas that I ever had. I just don't 
know how to thank you boys for it. And,— 
and,—Well I just thank Jesus for telling you

boys to give me this good time. “Can't 
say any more only just to thank you again."

Then we closed with prayer and parted for 
the night, leaving a very happy boy who 
could hardly sleep that night waiting for the 
morning to come so as to look at his things 
from “Santa."

It is such a pleasure to do things for Georgo 
because he has never made one complaint 
since the time he has been put to bed, out is 
always cheerful. In giving George this 
surprise we certainly had just as good time 
as he did, and I am sure that it brought to 
each one of us a very blessed Christmas time.

Sunday School Institutes in Chatham Presbytery
By Rev. Henry Dickie, D.D.

To hold Sunday School Institutes or not 
to hold them,—that is the question which 
confronts the Presbyteries of our church as 
the work of the autumn and winter is 
on us. And never, perhaps, in the history 
of our church was it more imperative that this 
question be answered in the affirmative, for 
ni all the methods devised to promote religious 
education in our congregations the Institute, 
carefully planned and well carried out, is 
probably the best. At any rate, such is the 
experience of the Presbytery of Chatham, 
where possibly the Institute plan has received 
its best trial. Anything like a detailed 
account of that experience would call for 
larger space than your columns will permit, 
but a brief statement may be given.

A little over five years ago, the first Sunday 
School Institutes on modem lines were held 
in this Presbyterv, which comprises 28 
pastoral charges. To begin with, four con
venient centres were selected—an average of 
seven charges to each centre—and the various 
representatives from the session, the Sunday 
School, the Y.P. Society, and the parents of 
these charges were gathered at these points 
for an afternoon and an evening session of 
instruction and inspiration. Dr. Mac- 
pllivray of Toronto, Joint Convener at that 
time of the Assembly’s Board of Sabbath 
Schools and Y. P. Societies, was our leading 
speaker, while three ministers from the Pres
bytery gave valuable assistance. So well 
attended were these Institutes, and so helpful 
did they prove to be, tfe Presbytery felt 
called upon to continue them for a second 
year.

By locating the centres in different places 
from those of the previous year, and by in
creasing their number it became easier for 
every congregation to send a larger repre
sentation. A different programme was

adopted, with Rev. W. R. McIntosh, B.D., of 
London, Joint Convener at that time of the 
Assembly's Board, as the principal speaker, 
and a larger number of ministers than before 
from the Presbytery itself giving their help.

Deeply impressed with the extent and 
value of the work done in this second series 
of Institutes the Presbytery’s Committee 
found little difficulty in fidrsuading the 
Presbytery to sanction the holding of In
stitutes at ten different centres the next 
year. By avoiding, for the mot, part, the 
centres previously occupied, entiance was 
obtained into many new places for our 
religious education propaganda, and there 
was the additional advantage that the two 
congregations contiguous to the established 
centre found it exceedingly easy to send a 
goodly number of delegates to both sessions 
of the Institute. Mr. Harold Waite of 
Toronto, who had had a good deal of experi
ence in Christian Endeavor work, was the 
speaker from outside the Presbytery, and 
purposely in this series more attention was 
given to the work of the young people in 
their various Societies.

The fourth year's Institutes were inten
tionally convened in those congregations 
which had never been made the centre for an 
Institute before, and the congregations con
tiguous to them sent their delegates there. 
With the exception of a message or two from 
Rev. W. J. Knox, M.A. of London, the present 
convener of the Assembly's Board, the 
programme at this fp-irth series, differing in 
many respects from any previously given, 
was carried out by our own ministers and 
Sabbath School and Young People’s workers.

A survey of the field at the beginning of the 
fifth year, showed that there were only 5 
congregations in the Presbytery which had
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not been the centre for an Institute at some 
time during the previous four years, so these 
places, namely, Calvin, Buxton, Fletcher, 
(loldsmith and Puce were made the centres 
for that year, and the neighboring congre
gations sent their delegates thitner. No 
outside help, except a little from Rev. J. P. 
Falconer, B.A., of Rodney, was solicited. 
Our own men carried the Institutes through in 
.1 highly efficient manner, showing how much 
this work systematically carried on had done 
to develop our ministers and lay workers into 
experts in religious education.

Having thus touched in the course of five 
vears every congregation with the stimulus and 
help that being made a centre for a carefully 
planned and enthusiastically conducted In
stitute brings, while affording every congre
gation an opportunity annually during the 
other four years to attend an Institute nearby, 
the convener and his committee saw that
one further tiling wee needed to consolidate 
the gains of these years, and that was to hold 
an Institute in even- one of the Presbytery’s 
charges the same year. This proposal was 
accordingly submitted by the committee to 
Presbytery last fall as its sixth programme, 
and was approved by that Ixxly. It called 
for a presentation of the vital importance of 
religious education from the pulpit on 
Sunday by ^ qualified representative of 
Presbytery, and a visitation on the same day 
of the church School to find out exactly what 
was being attempted and accomplished by 
that agency. Then at some convenient time 
during the week, the holding of an Institute 
in the congregation with competent assistance, 
when helpful criticism and suggestions could 
be made, and the congregation instructed and 
inspired to larger and better service.

For the accomplishment of this task the 
various congregations of the Presbytery were 
divided into a number of small groups, and 
an adequate number of ministers and lay 
workers were made res|Kmxible for each group. 
No help from outside the Presbytery was felt 
to be necessary. For various reasons, such 
as the condition of the roads and weather aad 
sickness and the like, the scheme was not 
fully carried out, but as far as it was, it proved 
exceedingly profitable, and has set a new- 
standard for work in the future. So pro
foundly convinced has the Presbytery now- 
become of the fundamental importance of 
religious education in the church's programme 
that an increasing. amount of tm.e and 
thought and painstaking effort is being given 
to it. And if one may judge from the 
magnificent report presented by the Presby
tery’s convener, Rev. Dr. McRae of Dresden, 
at the March meeting, outlining in a compre
hensive way the programme for another 
year's work, there is no danger of any lower

ing of the new standard occurring in the 
near future. The best is yet to be 

Chatham, Ont.

Checked Up by a Child
v I am a te*her of a Men’s Bible Class.

I have a six year old son.
We walk together to and from Sunday 

School. On the way there the little fellow 
asks, "What are you going to teach vour 
boys to-day, daddy ?” and on the "way 
home he inquires, “ What did you teach them 
daddy?"

Little docs he know how his questions check 
me up. "What are you going to teach?" 
1 trv to tell him, translating the message of 
the lesson from the adult mould in which it 
is cast, to the child mind, and the challenge 
is a most salutary one for the teacher, helping 
him to clearify his thought and simplify his 
method, causing him to blue pencil it down 
to an effective point of concentration.

The little man’s first question nut hie 
father to a disturbing test. What did I plan 
to teach anyway ? What concrete form has 
the lesson taken in our own mind ?

That other interrogation on the way home : 
" What did you teach, daddy ?” was a testing 
question, indeed, measuring the distance be
tween theory ami practice, study and appli
cation. failure or success. Was the prepara
tion rommensurate with the presentation of 
the truth, or with the needs of the class? 
“What did you teach, daddy ?"

Thank you, little cross examiner. You 
are a true teacher of the teacher.

A Korean Sunday School
(The following in.cresting account of one of our Sun

day Schools in Kona is from the Annual Report of .he 
Songchin Station.—Editobb.)

One eannot go along the main street of 
Songchin without being impressed with the 
hu-fj-e number of children ‘‘on the streets." 
Neither can one attend the church services 
without being impressed by the relatively 
small number present. For this reason the 
first task undertaken, after the annua! meet
ing in our local women’s work, was the organi
zation of a primary Sunday School for both 
Christian and other children The little 
( 'hristiarus have done good work in bringing in 
their neighbors and in helping to control them 
during the study hqyr. The first Sunday 200 
were present and „hey have been coming, 
sometimes more and sometimes less. Christ
mas night 600 were present for the Christmas 
programme and treat.

Later in the fall the needs of the young 
women of the church caused us to reopen a 
night school for them. Thirty young women
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studied in three classes for twelve hours a 
week until it became so cold that they could 
no longer afford to heat the building, so were 
compelled to suspend further work until

SPThe women and children attended the 
church Sunday School very well during the 
east year and especially during the spring 
and summer months, when we had from 125 
to 145 per Sunday. Amongst the women, an 
old lady aged sixty-five years lost only four 
Sundays during the year. One of thesi

days she was prevented from coming from 
her home, three miles distant, by a heavy 
rain storm, and on the remaining three Sun
days she remained at home with her dying 
grandchild. Three girls and one old woman 
missed three Sundays ; five children and two 
women two Sundays, and one little girl, about 
twelve years old, lost but one Sunday during 
the whole year. Sending a Bible woman to 
visit them frequently in their home is one of 
the ways in which we cheer, comfort, and 
encourage our women and girls.

Teaching Beginners Christian Conduct
By Mr». IP. J. Jamieson

Our ideal of all Christian conduct is found 
in Jesus. To us he says, as to Philip of old, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." 
Would wc know what God is like, we have 
but to look at Jesus in all his varied relations 
to people and circumstances. Through the 
personality of Jesus, God still speaks to us, 
as he did to the men of Jesus’ day.

“Personality," says Dr. George Hodges, 
“is the vernacular in which ideals speak to 
children." In his earliest years, God is made 
known to the child through the personality of 
father, mother and teacher. When he is told 
that God is his heavenly Father, the con
ception he gets of God through this word, 
“lather," is determined by his actual experi
ence of this relationship to his earthly father. 
A teacher once asked a little lad how God 
loved, expecting to get the answer in the 
words of John 3 :16. The reply she received 
was a revelation : “Just like father."

Again the environment of the child’s life, 
the impressions he receives from the love and 
care bestowed upon him daily, by his parents, 
determine his attitude of mind toward God 
as he learns that God loves and cares for him 
and for all the creatures he has made.

If, then, the ideal relation between parent 
and child has, in any measure, been estab
lished, the child’s heart is bound to respond 
to the love and care of his heavenly Father, 
even as it does to that of his parents. In 
order that this responsive love may grow, 
it must find expression.

The child has now, within him, a motive 
that prompts to right conduct, than which 
there is none greater,—love. Upon parent 
and teacher now rests the responsibility of 
leaching the child what Christlike conduct 
means. He should oe taught that Jesus was

obedient, helpful and unselfish, an example 
for him to follow. The standard given the 
child for his conduct, should be what would 
please Jesus. He will try to measure up to 
it, because he loves Jesus the children’s 
Friend. He should learn too, that Jesus is 
able to help him overcome and control his 
temper, his selfishness and all wrong desires. 
So will he come to know Jesus as his Saviour, 
in this sense of the word,—as one who is able 
to save him from doing those things that are 
displeasing to God. Add to this a conscious 
knowledge that God is ever present, protect
ing, providing and watching all his actions, 
and it will follow that, just as the child forms 
the habit of doing before his parents, that 
which they desire him to do, so will he acquire 
the habit of doing those things which are 
pleasing in God’s sight.

Simcoe, Ont.

Worship in the Primary Class
By Miss B. C. Johnston •

True worship means the attitude of our 
minds as well as our bodies before our 
heavenly Father, in order that we may 
commune with him. It is the most important 
part of every programme, and the aim of 
each service should be to arouse within the 
little child, a feeling of reverence, confidence 
and companionship. We want the child to 
feel that God is not far off, but there with 
him, and we want to guide the little one in 
expressing his feelings and thoughts to God.

The programme of every Primary session 
may, in a general way, be divided into two 
parts,—

(1) The part for worship (opening and 
closing).

(2) The part for instruction (the teaching 
of memory verses, new songs, lessons or 
special stories).
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The leader of the service of worship should 

make a very careful distir ction in her own 
mind, between these two parts of the pro
gramme. During the worship service nothing 
that is unfamiliar to the children, such as new 
songs, new res|x>nses or anything approaching 
memory drills, should be used, for if they are, 
the thoughts of the children will be given more 
to the mastery of the new work than to the 
worship of Go '

A little child is very quick to sense an 
atmosphere that makes for reverence and this 
is one of the essentials of a truly worshipful 
service. There are many small details that 
help to produce this much desired atmosphere, 
and one of them is the way in which the 
service is b-gun.

If the teacher be hurried, and, when the 
time for opening has arrived, has not com
pleted the hundred and one things that every 
Primary teacher has discovered must be 
done, this hurry and unrest will be com
municated to the children.

On the other hand, if the teacher's manner 
be quiet, dignified and reverent, and her voice 
not sad and mournful but glad and full of 
meaning, the children will be quick to respor d 
to it in like manner. The teacher must feel 
herself in the presence of God, if the children 
are to really worship. Then, too, the use of 
quiet, worshipful music played when it is 
time to commence or when calling attention 
at the conclusion, of the lesson period, has 
been found to produce better results in 
securing a reverent atmosphere, than the 
ringing of a bell.

A well planned, written programme is of 
very great assistance in securing and keeping 
the feeling of reverence in the class. Inter
ruptions are far less likely to occur and the 
teacher herself will be able to give her whole 
mind and thought to the worship of the 
Father. Home teachers have found it wise 
to ask that no visitors or officers of the School 
other than those alrçady in the worn at the 
beginning of the service, should enter the 
room during the period of worship.

In planning the service of worship, the 
Primary teacher will naturally wish to include 
hymns, prayer and scripture. In selecting 
the hymns for this service, care should be 
taken that words and music are familiar, and 
that the music is such that it will make the 
child feel that he is in God’s house. The 
prayers used may be prayer verses which 
have lieen memorized, or the teacher may 
offer the prayer, the pupils repeating it after 
her phrase by phrase. In any case, it should 
be couched in simple language and should* 
express the feelings that a little child would 
naturally have. The scripture may be 
memory verses, already learned by the 
children in connection with their lessons, 
and these may be arranged in the form of a

respon
added

nsive service, which may be altered or 
i to as more verses are learned.

The taking of the offering is also an act of 
worship ana may be treated in a similar 
manner to the other part of the worship.

Suggestive Worship Service
1. Quiet Music.
2. Hymn—Holy is the Lord (Carols).
3. Responsive Service.

Teacher—This is the day which the 
Lord hath made ;

Children—We will rejoice and be glad 
in it.

T. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 
all thy work :

C. But the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God.

T. I was glad when they said unto me,
C. Let us go into the house of the 

Lord.
T. Serve the Lord with gladness.
C. Be thankful unto him, and bless 

his name.
4. Hymn—All things bright and beautiful.
5. Prayer.
6. Offering Service.
Toronto

Getting the Juniors to do Note Book Work 
An Experience 

By Miss Mabel Anderson
The teacher of pupils in the Junior Depart

ment of the Sunday School has ample oppor
tunity to watch the growing activity of the 
pupils who are ever yearning for something 
to do themselves, and one method of gratify
ing this desire is the use of the notebooks. 
In these, the pupils record their work in such 
a way that it shall express the results of their 
studies with more or less permanence.

The notebooks for this purpose are cheap, 
ruled scribblers, having fairly good paper 
so that ink can be used, and these contain 
various kinds of the pupil's own work. Our 
usual plan is as follows. The double page is 
the usual space devoted to each lesson,—the 
left side being used for the memory text, and 
the picture illustrating the lesson, which they 
paste in ; while the right side is reserved 
entirely for the lesson story. Oftentimes, 
however, for the sake of variety and because 
the pupils' interest is thus renewed, they 
have derived much benefit by copying verses 
of a simple poem or the "scripture verses. 
Our aim as teachers, in order that this work 
may serve ns a means toward a higher end, 
must surely be for the spiritual uplift of those 
little ones entrusted to us. ___________
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Where shall this work be done so that the 

best results may be obtained from the 
Juniors ? The lesson period has been found 
too short, and the space even in the smaller 
classes too hampered. However, the plan 
we have adopted is this. Each pupil is 
supplied with a small rough notebook, which 
is brought along to Sunday Set joI, and in 
these, they jot down the lesson story under 
three or four headings after it has been told. 
Their real homework is the writing of the 
story >n the*1, own w°rds, which is far more 
helpful than one dictated.

If, however, the teacher can conveniently 
afford the time, it is well for the pupils to 
meet once weekly with their teacher to whom 
they bring their work, and if it is found satis
factory, they may there copy it into their 
better notebooks.

With us, therefore, it is at this meeting 
that the pupils do practically all the copying 
work, and this method has decidedly proven 
itself satisfactory ; firstly, in that the aid of 
the teacher may be had immediately should 
any difficulty in arrangement or misunder
standing arise ; secondly, there is compara
tively nothing here to disturb the pupils 
compared with what would probably be at
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home, and thirdly, it gives the teacher an 
opportunity to come into closer touch with 
the members of the class.

At the end of each Quarter, the books are 
submitted to a special committee for examina
tion, and just last year another interesting 
feature was added,—an exhibit of the Juniors’ 
work at the Christmas entertainment. Each 
class had a separate table on which its own 
work was displayed, the percentages obtained, 
and the names of the prize winners printed 
above. This drew the attention of the 
parents particularly, who showed such re
markable interest that now they devote 
much more of their time to helping the 
children, and this sympathetic cooperation 
has greatly helped our class to attain its 
present success.

Thus in our experience we regard notebook 
work as a valuable method of teaching, but 
it is only a method. Its true value lies in the 
fact, that while the pupils are doing this work, 
it is ever deepening the impression of a lesson 
truth, which will later on help them to carry 
into their own lives some right thought or 
deed.

Cooke’s Church, Kingston, Ont.

Mid-week Activities
By Miss M. S. Reid

Our Sunday School rooms were three in 
number separated by movable partitions 
which could be taken down when required, 
making one large room. These rooms were 
only sufficient to accommodate the Primary 
and two Junior classes at the Sunday session, 
but the Boys' Organized Class had the use of 
any or all of these rooms for their week night 
activities.

Beginning with the New Year each month 
a ommittee was appointed to arrange weekly 
..rogrammes for these meetings for the follow
ing month.

The programmes varied from week to week 
providing for physical drill, group games, 
stump speeches, stunts, debates, etc., besides 
orchestra practice and the business of the 
class.

On a number of occasions during the winter, 
the class entertained the corresponding class 
of girls, the entertainment usually taking the 
form of a skating party followed by a social 
hour in the school rooms.

On one occasion the class united with the 
Young People’s Society for a literary evening 
when a lively debate was held between repre
sentatives of the Young People’s Society and 
of the class. An old time spelling match was 
also held. A silver collection was taken for 
missions.

As to finances, the funds of this department 
are kept separate from the Sunday contri
butions. At one time a collection was taken 
at the weekly meetings but at present a small 
weekly fee is charged. In the spring the 
class held an alphabet party. The partitions 
were taken down and the room decorated with 
the class colors and emblem and flags. The 
entertainment consisted of a programme of 
games and music followed by “War-time” 
light refreshments. The receipts of the 
evening increased the class funds. It is the 
intention of the class at the end of the year 
after paying expenses to contribute from this 
fund to missions or oth< - worthy cause.

Throughout the wint* r the attendance was 
splendid. By the end of April the boys had 
responded to the call for help on the land and 
only two of the members remained in town 
during the week. However, while the 
members were still here plans were made for 
a class garden and also for a week's camping 
during the summer.

The members remaining in town put in and 
attended to the garden, carrying out the 
plans of the class in that regard.

Most of the members were able to arrange 
for a week's holiday in July when the class 
accompanied by our minister and his wife 
went to camp. The spot chosen necessitated
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a motor trip of some fifty miles to a lake in 
the Turtle mountains. Here a most enjoyable 
time was spent and the class returned with the 
determination to go again next year if possible

The class keeps in touch with those mem
bers who are away and we are looking forwaid 
to a re-union in the fall to continue our regular 
class activities.—Melita, Man.

A C. S. E. T. Powwow
By Rev. W. R. McIntosh, B.D.

Indians are wont to celebrate a big hunt or 
a warlike expedition with a powwow, where
at the braves, with much corporate noise 
and confusion, are inspired and consecrated 
to heroic endeavor and strenuous achieve
ment. It is their way.

The Indian survives in the teen age boy. 
He also loves the chase and the conflict, and 
a powwow is dear to his heart, where the 
tribes get together to eat and to celebrate, 
amidst barbaric surroundings, and to the 
accompaniment of much noise, and where 
the trophivs of the year are handed out by the 
big chiefs to the conquerors.

For the past two years the London, Ont., 
C.S.E.T. Groups have brought their season's 
activities to a fitting close with such an 
inspiring gathering.

The meeting place for this year was the 
“gym” of the new Boys’ Department of the

Here on Friday evening of May 3rd, the boys 
mustered 250 strong from 22 city groups, 
carrying their colors proudly with their 
distinctive names, “Elks” and “Tigers,” 
“Live Wires” and “Invincibles,” and similar 
dreadnought nomenclature.

The supper left nothing to be desired when 
it was over, digestion being promoted by 
club yells instead of an orchestra. The value 
of noise and play as a handmaid to religious 
impression is a recent discovery of psychology, 
and is being tried out in Billy Sunday cam
paigns and by the promoters of Summer 
Schools. The elect soil for such an experi
ment, however, is a boys’ meet.

After the singing of community choruses, 
the following presentations were made :

Hockey shield to King Street Presbyterian.
Senior Relay shield to Askin Street Metho

dist.

Junior Relay shield to Centennial Metho
dist.

Baseball pennant to King Street Presby- 
terian.

C.S.E.T. cup for highest group score on ill 
four standards to Ridout Street Methodist.

Diplomas were also presented to the groups.
These awards were made for competitions 

regularly held between the city C.S.E.T. 
Groups during the year and under the suspires 
and direct control of the London Advisory 
Committee for Cooperation in Boys' Work.

As a result of the campaign launched at this 
meeting, 250 London boys signed the cards 
pledging themselves to earn and to give during 
this summer the sum of $10 each, to he 
devoted to assisting the Y.M.C.A. in its 
patriotic and religious work for soldiers, and 
its promotion of the C.S.E.T. programme for 
boys.

The dignity and devoutness which we are 
accustomed to associate with the Christian 
ideal will come in due time. Meanwhile, 
these lads, with the thousands of others, who 
are being trained in our Canadian Standard 
Efficiency Groups are laying the foundations 
of Christian manhood.

The group consciousness developed by 
wholesome rivalry and cooperative effort 
will mean much in coming days for the 
solidifying of Christian effort and the w idening 
of the scale of unselfish service, while the ideals 
received and the visions created of the Christ 
character through the addresses of Christian 
teachers and the leadership and [lersonalityof 
Christian men will be among the great assets 
of the church and state of tiie Canada of 
to-morrow.

London, Ont.

A Class of Teen Age Girls
By Mrs. S. Gibson

The Eureka Class of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Stratford, consists of young girls in their later 
teens,—all active, busy girls, who have not a 
great deal of leisure time. We greatly 
desired to keep before the girls the develop
ment of the fourfold life as portrayed in our

teen age text, Luke 2 : 52, and so found the 
following plan to work very successfully in 
our class.

At our annual election of officers, we elected 
four conveners, namely Spiritual, Mental, 
Physical and Social. The whole Executive
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then met, and with the aid of our class roll 
we divided the class into four committees, 
being careful to place each girl on the com
mittee to which she was best adapted.

Each convener, with her committee was 
held responsible for one mid-week meeting 
a month, all the items on the programme for 
that night being along their particular line 
of work. The convener of the committee 
took the chair for that night, allowing a few 
minutes for any business which might come 
up. This gave" opportunity for the different 
girls to have practical experience in conduct
ing the meetings, and they found it very 
helpful. Each committee kept its plans 
quite secret till the night of the meeting, and 
there was a good healthy rivalry among the 
different sections in making each meeting 
“the best."

For one meeting our Physical Committee 
planned a hike to a neighboring woods to 
gather wild flowers, after which we returned 
to the home of one of the t iris for the rest of 
the meeting. For this hike the convener 
made a huge poster and couc led her invitation 
in most original verses. This was placed in 
the class room two weeks bet ire the meeting 
and helped to swell the attendance on that 
particular occasion.

Our Social Committee takes charge of the 
social service work as well, but we find it 
better to keep our "work evenings” separate 
and all work together as a whole at our 
knitting or sewing.

Our Spiritual Committee did most excellent 
work. For one meeting they invited our 
pastor's wife to give us a short talk on prayer. 
This was followed by a short discussion of 
the subject and a season of short prayers by

the girls. We then had a contest which 
tested our knowledge of some of the Old 
Testament ■ characters. A few of our old 
hymns were sung, and ’ believe that every 
girl there will remember for many years that 
"spiritual evening” in the class.

Our Mental Committee planned for one of 
their evenings a "musical evening.” One of 
the girls presided at the piano, and played a 
few oars from several old time tunes. We 
were supposed to write the names of the 
selections as played, and were rather sur
prised to find out how few had correct 
answers. A short talk had been prepared 
for that meeting, along musical lines—and 
with several vocal and instrumental solos, 
made up a good mental programme.

Another very helpful thing in oui class in 
.striving for the fourfold development is this : 
We had a large placard made with our text 
inscribed on it in this way :

Jesus Increased In Wisdom—Mentally
Stature —Physically

In Favor With God —Spiritually
Mtm —Socially

9m 3 keeping Hip life?

This was printed for us at one of our local 
printing offices, and with a little border 
around it, it forms a nice decoration for our 
class room as well as a constant reminder 
that the four sides of life must be developed.

These plans have proved most helpful to 
our class, and may do so to others.

Stratford, Ont. ^

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

Fishing for Boys
The Baited Hook is not the way of the wise 

man who goes-a-fishing for boys. He had 
best equip himself with an ample net, cal
culated to catch swarms of boys, all at once ; 
schools and shoals and gangs of them. He 
will then find the task pleasant ; and the 
luck good.

Angled for that way and captured thus, 
he will find the boys’ Sunday School no 
longer a tiresomely formal process, but a 
really happy social experience.

Boyhood is but human. It is because the 
teachers of boyhood forgot this^and ignore

it that so many boys fail to get caught and 
fishing is often so bad. The fish are there 
and they are mostly in the biting mood. \But 
with stupid fisherman the catch is small ; the 
nets come in empty ;l there is much toiling 
all night, with precious little to show for it.

But fish travel in schools. When there is a 
catch it is a catch indeed. The nets break, 
and the fisherman must cry for help. It must 
be swift, earnest, intelligent help, or all will 
be lost.

LBoys cling together^no less clannishly than
the fish of the sea. They can\best be 
in shoals. And when the church's laymen
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seek to get them thus—the boy and his gang, 
the gang through the boy—there will The a 
new note in the church's work and a new 
activity in the ecclesiastical aquarium.— 
William McCormick in Fishers of Boys

Games and Handwork in a Junior Class
The Sunday School teacher as well as the day 

school teacher has need for reviews and drills 
which must be presented in a pleasing, 
interesting manner or they will defeat their 
own purpose. I have found that Junior boys 
and girls are very fond of games.

A ball game is of unfailing interest. The 
team may consist of pitcher, batter, catcher 
and basemen. Each one coming to the bat 
gets three chances. If there are enough in 
one class there may be two sides, or it may be 
made equally interesting with just one side, 
the aim being to see which player can score 
the highest. Two classes may have a contest 
by means of a ball game. In this game 
review questions may be used or it may be 
made a drill in memory verses.

“Bible Boys" and “Bible Girls ’ are games 
which are sure to hold the attention of a class. 
The teacher writes on cards a statement 
supposed to be made by a Bible boy about 
himself, as “I was sold by my brethren. 
WTioaml?” Answer, Joseph. “I forsook 
my own people for the true God. Who am 
I”? Answer, Ruth. The teacher may ask 
these questions of the pupils, they receiving 
the cards if they answer correctly. The one 
having the most cards at the end of the game 
is the winner.

I have found that pupils are fond of picture 
games. Small pictures suggesting some Bible 
story such as “Christ among the Doctors," 
or “Daniel in the Lions’ Den" are shown to 
the pupils in turn The winner is the one who 
secures the most pictures by relating the 
stories correctly.

The teacher may either buy or make outline 
maps and give to the pupils. Upon these 
the children should be asked to locate plaCM. 
seas and rivers mentioned in the lessons, and 
a credit should be given for each one that is 
correctly placed and named.

Pupils enjoy gathering pictures of Bible 
animals, trees, fruits and flowers and pasting 
them on large sheets of cardboard, making a 
series of biblical charts. — The Pilgrim 
Teacher

The Ideal Sunday School
Any one who vists a good Primary Depart

ment of a Sunday School conducted on more 
recent lines will be most powerfully impressed 
by the emphasis on worship, by the whole
hearted interest of the little folk, by the 
reverence and gladness and spontaneity with

which the tiny children enter into a service 
so wisely and prayerfully planned to be a true 
expression of their little selves. An immense 
advance will have been made when the same 
features are equally evident in Schools for our 
Junior and Senior boys and girls ; and the 
ideal Sunday School, for which we all crave 
will never be ours till this is done.

The training class of the Primary Depart
ment is the key to immediate progress on the 
right lines. To give young teachers the 
chance of training at the very start, with 
opportunities for mutual discussion on pointa 
of difficulty, will not only illuminate every 
lesson, but will help them to realize the 
sacredness of their task and the need for 
giving to it of their best.

Leaders of Primary and Junior Depart
ments are sorely needed to-day, and for these 
we must look largely to the young women of 
the church. To many girls, work among 
children makes a strong and congenial appeal, 
and what is needed is that these girls should 
take the matter, at this crisis of our national 
life, with a certain high seriousness, and tram 
themselves for it, in whatever leisure they 
possess, as for a vocation.

The young women of the country, with a 
nobility beyond all praise, have responded 
to the many and varied forms of service 
demanded of them in these days. But the 
church also needs them for a servi "e which ii 
not the, less patriotic because it .1 spiritual, 
and may it not be that now some of those 
young women, who have been long engaged 
in useful but merely mechanical war work, 
should consider whether that might not be 
passed on to others, and they themselves 
freed to offer their services for the higher 
training of the voung?—Dr. George H. 
Morrison in U.F. Church Record

Mr. Secretary
The Sunday School secretary's report may 

be as dry and useless as dust, or a< bright and 
invigorating as spring sunshine. It depends 
upon the school and the secretary.

The secretary of our School is an expert 
accountant. His reports emphasize the idea 
of comparison. The School is always in
terested because he varies his comparisons.

In the little church next door there is a 
young woman secretary who is fully as 
successful as the young accountant. She has 
a set of small flags. When the blue flag is in 
sight the School knows it has an attendance 
of at least two hundred. A yellow flag pro
claims a crowded School, but a red banr 
indicates danger, inasmuch as there : 
dropping in attendance. A black fla1 
dicates defeat, and the School is 1 
humiliated to have it shown.
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Miss Secretary has a nose for news. She 

slips around from class to class and picks 
up items of interest. She might be well 
railed a Sunday School reporter. She takes 
five minutes for her report. The School 
would willingly give her ten. She mentions 
that one class of boys is about to organize ; 
that another class has started a mission study 
class ; that another class of fourteen-year-old 
girls has decided to organize a Camp Fire ; 
and that a class of young men 1ms pledged $50 
toward the church debt. The classes are 
anxious to be mentioned in Miss Secretary's 
report, and she is instrumental in creating 
many activities.

The Sunday School secretary is an im
portant officer. He must be accurate and he 
must understand how to get his facts before 
his audience. He must be sensitive, too, in 
order to be aware of the spirit and purposes 
of the young people about him. In many 
Schools the office is given to a person who is 
not considered qualified to teach. A strong, 
original secretary builds up a School : a 
weak, unobservant one hinders its growth.— 
Mary Davis in The S. S. World.

Alphabetical Rules of a Superintendent
A Sunday School superintendent in New 

England has prepared for his own use a set of 
what he calls his Alphabetical Rules for his 
guidance in the Sunday School room. The 
fact that he lives up to them to the letter is 
the secret of his great success as a superin
tendent. His rules are :

Always be on time.
Be patient with myself and others.
Confer often with teachers and officers. 
Devote at least two hours of each week to 

the careful study of the lesson.
Encourage teachers in every way possible. 
Face every problem with the conviction 

that it is possible to find a solution for it.
Grumble not. To do so does no good, and 

it is a waste of time and nervous force.
Have faith in myself and in others.
Interest myself [icrsonally in every member 

of the Sunday School.
Jealously guard every interest of the Sun

day School.
Keep sweet.
Leave nothing to others that it is possible 

for me to do myself.
Make no rules that I do not myself expect 

to keep.
Never be content with the success achieved, 

but press on to still greater degrees of attain
ment.

663

Organize every class in the School it is 
possible to organize, and bring the entire 
School up to the best degree of organization 
possible.

Pray often and “in faith believing.”
Quarrel with no one. To do so is to lose 

much and gain nothing.
Recognize the fact that others may have 

ideas better than my own, and seek help by 
reading what others have to say through the 
medium of books and Sunday School periodi
cals.

See to it that each officer and teacher is 
doing his or her work as it should be done.

Urge regular attendance, systematic giving, 
and fidelity to every duty resting upon 
teachers and pupils.

Welcome each new scholar personally and 
call as soon as possible on him or her..

X-cel in everything.
Yield nothing to doubt, fear, or discourage

ment.
Zeal is a “coal from God’s altar,” therefore 

will 1 have much of it, that I may be filled 
with divine fire.

A Spelling Match Review 
When teaching a class of Intermediate 

boys, I conducted the review like an old- 
fashioned spelling match. The Sunday be
fore, two boys were selected by the class as 
captains and these these two “chose up” the 
boys for their sides. During the following 
week, I wrote out a number of questions on 
each lesson, bringing out the main characters 
and facts in the lesson and the spiritual truth 
taught. On Sunday morning, the two sides 
sat facing each other, the captains at the head. 
Beginning at the left, the first boy was asked 
the first question, and if he answered it cor
rectly he was given the written Question. If 
he failed to answer, it was passed to the first 
boy on the other side, and so on from aide to 
side until it was correctly answered.

At the close of the session the slips weie 
counted to determine the winning side. I 
found that it was better to have a great many 
questions requiring short answers rather than 
a few questions with, long answers. The

fiupils are apt to grow restless if one talks too 
ong. When there were not enough present 
to have sides, I used the plan of passing the 
question from one pupil to another until it 
was correctly answered, and counting the 
slips held by each pupil to determine the 
winner. This plan hds always proved inter
esting, and Review Sunday, which was for
merly a bore, became the most interesting 
and pleasant Sunday of the quarter.—The 
Westminster Teacher ’___________ •

A Spelling Match Review

/
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THE S. S. AND Y. P. S. BOARD

The space in this department is at the disposal of the General Assembly’s Board of Sabbath 
Schools and Young People’s Societies, of which Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.Ü., and Rev. C. A. Myert 
M.A., Confederation Life Building, Toronto, are the Secretaries, and is devoted to the plant' 
policies and work of the Board. ’

The Sunday School and the Forward 
Movement

The Forward Movement is now demanding 
special thought, and prayer, and work 
throughout the entire church. The heart of 
this Movement is found in a widespread 
desire, which is expressing itself in this way, 
to create within the church, in every depart
ment of its work, such a spirit of enthusiasm 
and self-sacrifice as is revealed in the present 
war. This spirit may be expected to manifest 
itself in more active efforts to propagate the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, first of all among those 
nearest at hand, and these will usually be the 
boys and girls in the home and the Sunday 
School.

The Committee on Promotion of Prayer in 
connection with the Forward Movement 
has therefore requested all Sunday School 
superintendents, teachers and scholars to 
unite in intercession day by day, and in the 
worship of the Sunday School session :

1. That all plans adopted in connection 
with the Forward Movement may be agree
able to the will of God.

2. That there be constant dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit for guidance and power in 
every step of the way.

3. That all the children of the church may 
be early led to accept Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Saviour.

4. That all the boys and girls and young 
people may receive adequate training for 
Christian service, and that many of them may 
be led to consecrate their lives to some definite 
form of ministry for Jesus Christ.

Changes in Plan for Memory Work
On account of the recent changes from four 

to three year grouping for the Departments 
of the Sunday School from the Juniors up, 
it has been necessary to make a similar change 
in the plan for Scripture Memory work. This 
has been done in a way which will cause no 
confusion for Schools working on the present

Ca. The first three parts of List 3 have 
n retained for the Juniors (ages 9, 10, 11) 
and the fourth part has been transferred to 

the first year of the new Intermediate (ages 
12, 13, 14). The Diploma will now be given

for the three parts of List 3, and a Silver Seal 
for what was formerly the fourth part of that 
List, with the Red and Gold seals given ae 
before. The only other change in the re
vision was made to meet the request of very 
many teachers of Beginners, by cutting down 
List 1 to about 15 verses or each Part. A 
sample copy of the revised Lists may be had 
by any one on application to the General 
Secretary. It is hoped that many more 
Schools will adopt this plan at the beginning 
of the year.

•—-O-—

The Outline Curriculum
“That every congregation make a careful 

study of the outline curriculum prepared by 
the Board with a view to its introduction and 
use in the Sunday School, and that any sug- 
jested improvements be promptly reported 
to the General Secretary of the Board.”— 
Resolution of General Assembly, June, 1918.

This is the best time of the year for any 
School to adopt in whole or in part the cur
riculum, as it is planned to cover a year’s 
work ending with Rally Day in September. 
Ministers, Sessions pnd Sunday School work
ers will find that it is just the thing for which 
they have been looking, since it brings to
gether and relates the various lines of work 
they have been following. Many a superin
tendent has longed to have a complete outline 
of all the work to give to a new teacher. This 
need is met exactly by the curriculum, where 
on one folder for each department the work 
of that department is outlined under the 
headings of Instruction, Worship and Train
ing. Any teacher or superintendent may 
obtain any or all of these folders free on re
quest by writing Dr. J. C. Robertson, Con
federation Life Building, Toronto.

1. For Beginners (4 and 5), aiul Primary (6, 
7 and 8) it is very simple, making clear the 
pupil's need and the teacher’s task, not 
merely in regard to Bible Study, but Bible, 
catechism and hymn memorization, use of 
prayers, etc.

2. For Juniors (9-11) it not only does the 
same, but outlines as well a programme foi a 
through-the-week meeting for the purpose of 
training. This programme includes the 
monthly Mission Band topic, and gives the 
teacher or superintendent of children of this
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gge help for conducting a session of the class 
or department other than on Sunday, whether 
as a class, Junior Christian Endeavor, Mission 
Band or other form of organization.

3 For Older Boys and Girls {1S-17), the 
nrogramme of instruction, worship and tram
mels mapped out so as to include the Cana
dian Standard Efficiency Training’ for bovs, 
and the “Canadian Girls in Training for 
girls the programme for the through-the-week 
session of the class or department being based 
on these handbooks.

4 For Young People (18-ii) the outline 
1 rely

usually done by a Bible Class but also the 
work of the various types of Young People’s 
Society. It suggests tasks as well as lessons. 
It is comprehensive also in that it provides 
for the missionary enterprises of the church 
on the part of the young people, and also for 
teacher training. It has been proved that 
for the young people to follow the curriculum 
will stimulate the whole congregational life. 
A fuller statement of the young people’s 
curriculum will be found in the October num
ber of the Pathfinoer.

5. For Men and Women the curriculum
4, rur , vl.,^1 . v— ~t, — --------- stresses mainly the programme of service for

curriculum covers not merely the study the adult members of the church,

Teacher Training Examination!, and hare received 
~ Robertson. General Secretary for Sabbath Schools 

First Standard and Advanced Standard Teacher

RESULTS OF TEACHER TRAINING EXAMINATIONS
The following have successfully passed the Tei 

certificates and Diplomas from the office of Rev. J. C. 
and Young People's Societies, Toronto, In the New 
Training Courses, respectively :

Jolt and August, 1918
I. New Standard Teacher Training Course

Moncton, V B —Rev. T. P. Drumm, Minister. The Teacher : Annie E. Little, E. Grace Harper, Ruby E. 
Young Mrs. W. A. Ross, Frieda M. R. Morach.

Campix'tford, Ont.—Rev. C. F. McIntosh, Minister. The Pupil: Lillian Hay, Flora N. Wynne, Mabel
ThWîjwaiti, On!—Rev. M. C. Mackinnon, Minister. The Pupil : Mrs. Howard Alien, Mrs. G. W. Carlyle.

Dundee. On!.—Rev. J. M. MncDonald, Minister. The Teacher’t Study of the Life of Chriet : Marjorie Rushy, 
Bessie Layden.

Fordmrh, Ont — Rev. Andrew Laing, Minister. The Pupil : Nellie M. Hutchison, B. M. Butchart, Minnie 
A Campbell, Clyde Allen.

Winnipeg. Man —Rev. H. J. Robertson, Minister. The Pupil : Mrs. E. Spice, H. A. Bayne, Marie A. Bayne, 
Annie J. Mackay, Agnes W. Hobbs, Agnes L. Reynolds.

Oxford Mills, Ont.—Rev. P. A. MacLeod, Minister. The Pupil : Gladys Craig, W. Cousins, Mrs. W. Cousins, 
Gladys Cousins.

South M 
Mrs. Roy G 
Minnie Kenney.

Auburn. Ont — Rev. R. J. Ross, Minister The Teacher't Study of the Life of Chriet : Edith A. Magridge. 
Ulan Anderson. Effie M. 8toits, Mary G. Okell.

II. Fibst Standard Course
Winnipeg, Man —Rev. W. A. Maclean, D.D., Minister. The Old Teetamenl : Thelma Shiells, *'«riorie 

Mtrwell, Flore- ------ 1 '

Mountain, Ont.—Rev. H. Bolingbroke, Minister. The Pupil : Arnold Montgomery, Lena I. Thompson, 
G. McCsrley. The Teacher'e Study of the Life of Chriet : Annie Blow, Ethel M. Crowder. The School :

lorence Hicks. The New Testament : Thelma Shiells.
N B —Those interested In the work of Teacher Training ehould take notice that a new course has 

been arranged with new textbooks. It ii strongly recommended that all beginners take up the new 
course rsther th-n the courses formerly recommended as the letter are out of date In some important 
psrticulars, and that those who have covered part of the old course should transfer to the new. Ar
rangements have been made, however, to provide diplomas and furnish examinations on the old course 
for all who wish to complete It and to give ample credit for work done on the old course to those trans
ferring to the new et the present time. Leaflet giv' ---- ' ‘ - -
mu be obtained by writing the General Secretary,
Building, Toronto.

giving full Information in regard to the new course 
try, Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., Confederation Life

“Whatever may be the situation in other 
parts,” writes Rev. W. W. Peck, M.A., Kam
loops, B.C., in his report to the Synod of 
British Columbia as convener of the Synod’s 
S.S.and Y.P.S. Committee, “this is, at least, 
true in the widely extended Presbytery of 
Kamloops, that there age great areas north 
from Ashcroft, up the Cariboo Road, north 
from Kamloops, up the North Thompson, 
along the C.N.R., and south from Kamloops

some 60 miles to the town of Merritt, where 
there are fairly well settled districts, with a 
large number of children, where there are no 
settled pastor of any Protestant denomina
tion, and no Sabbath Schools of any descrip
tion. In the public school inspectorate of 
Kamloops, away from the lines of the rail
road, there are some 90 public schools, and 
after making careful enquiry from the differ
ent school teachers, there are less than 15
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Sunday Schools, most of these in the District 
of Salmon Arm. In the remaining 75 Public 
School Districts, there are no Sabbath 
Schools. Those who know of these condi
tions, and, as professional men, are acquainted 
with the social and moral conditions that not 
infrequently arise, are far from satisfied with 
the effort being made by a great missionary 
church like that to which we belong, to meet 
the situation in these necessitous places.”

The following recommendations of the 
Committee on Sabbath Schools and Young 
People's Societies of the Synod of Manitoba 
were adopted by the Synod.

1. That this Synod, in view of the deepening 
interest in Christian education and the grow
ing need of strong leadership, enjoin Presby
teries to appoint specially qualified men as 
Conveners ; and that in view of the growing 
democratic spirit of our people and the neces
sity of securing the largest possible coopera
tion and the greatest efficiency, there be added 
to the Committees, in addition to the min

isters and elders, other leading workers in 
our Sabbath Schools and Young People's 
Societies, both men and women, so selected 
as to secure representation from every im
portant centre of the constituency ; and, fur
ther, that in the interest of the work among 
girls, the Synod’s Committee be empowered 
to add five women to its membership, namely 
Mrs. Wm. Turnbull, Mrs. Chas. McKenzie’ 
Mrs. G. Salter, of Winnipeg, Mrs. Yemen of 
Souris, and Mrs. Alfred White of Brandon 
who are Executive Officers of the Provincial 
Association.

2. That this Synod, recognizing the need 
of a more systematic representation of the 
Assembly’s programme of Religious Educa
tion and of bringing to our workers informa
tion and inspiration, request Presbyteries to 
arrange for a series of Presbyterial Institutes 
annually, each series to culminate, if possible, 
in a Young People’s Rally for the purpose of 
enlisting the young people of the churches for 
Christian service, in line with the Assembly's 
policy.

A WORD FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER
"ORDER EARLIER”

Yes, November again ! And the New 
Year close by.

In former years, at this time, we have 
urged upon Sunday Schools to order their 
supplies for the New Year early. Many have 
taken the advice, and sent in their orders late 
in November or early in December, thus being 
assured of their supplies in good time for use 
on the first Sunday of the New Year. These 
Schools always got away to a good start 
because they believed in preparedness.

This year we are going to ask that orders 
be sent even earlier than heretofore—Novem
ber first is not a bit too soon. The following 
five very good reasons should convince you 
that it is in your Sunday School's best interest 
to have your order in a month earlier than 
last year.

1. Because there is bound to be serious
congestion in the mails—there is 
every year at the Christmas season, 
even in normal times.

2. Because of the coal shortage, which is
sure to badly handicap the railways, 
making express shipping very un
certain.

3. Because of the present difficulty of ob
taining satisfactory extra help for 
the rush season in our mailing and 
shipping rooms, as well as in the 
Post Office and Express service.

4. Because of the extra time it will give you,
in the event of additional supplies 
being required after the first order 
has been received.

5. Because it will eliminate last minute 
rushes in distributing the supplies.

In a word, early ordering means surer 
delivery, and therefore, less worry and greater 
satisfaction for us and for you.

Our aim is to serve you well ; and to this 
end we ask your heartiest cooperation. Do 
not hesitate to tend the Order because you 
are not perfectly sure of the quantities, 
Order the quantities you think will he needed, 
and if they are not right, we will gladly adjust 
them later.

Our parting word. This year it's not 
"order early," but rather “ORDER 
EARLIER.”

The Presbyterian Book of Praise 
(Revised Edition)

Sunday Schools will be glad to know that 
the revised Presbyterian Book of Praise is at 
last a reality. War conditions have greatly 
interfered with the publishers’ plans, but they 
have finally succeeded in putting through the 
following editions :—P 100, Cloth, limp, pc V 
et size, 20c. ; P200, Bourgeois, cloth boards, 
50c. ; Music edition, cloth boards, SI.25 ; 
Music edition, full Basil leather binding, $2 00 

Send your order to Presbyterian Publi
cations, Church & Gerrard Sts., Toronto.

P.S.—Have you received your copy of our 
1919 ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE? If 
you have not, send your name to R. Dougls» 
Fraser, Presbyterian Publications, Church 4 
Gerrard Sts., Toronto, and it will be for
warded at once.
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illustrated papers

EAST AND WEST (Weekly). 75c. per year. Two 
or more to one address, 60c. per year, 15c. per quar
ter. (May begin with any date.)

THE KING’S OWN (Weekly). 40c. per year. Five 
or more to one address, 36c. per year, 9c. per quarter. 
(May begin with any month.)

JEWELS. 30c. per year. Five or more to one ad
dress, 25c. per year, 7c. per quarter. (May begin 
with any month.)

MISSIONARY INSTRUCTION
---------- •

THE LESSON ON MISSIONS. A 4 page monthly for 
teachers of Uniform and Departmental Graded Les
sons—whole School and Bible Classes. 10c. a year, 
3c. a quarter.

Beginners Picture Roll. $3.25 per year, 82o 
per quarter (American postage included).

FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Beginners Bible Stories. 24c. per year, 6c. per 

quarter.

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Primary Teacher’s Quarterly. 60o. per year, 
15c. per quarter.

Primary Picture Roll. $3.25 per year, 82c. per 
quarter (American postage included).

FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Primary Bible Lessons. 24c. per year, 6c. per 

quarter.

Primary Hand Work (13 sheets per quarter in 
envelope.) 40o. per year, 10c. per quarter.

UNIFORM SERIES

TEACHERS MONTHLY. 70o. per year, 18c. per 
quarter. 2 or more to one address, 64c. per year, 
16c. per quarter.

PATHFINDER. (A monthly Bible Class and Y.P.S. 
Magasiue), 50c. per year, 13c. per quarter. 2 or 
more to one address, 44c. per year, 11c. per quarter.

HOME STUDY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one 
address, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one 
address, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

JUNIOR QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one address, 
20c. per year, 5c. per quarter. (Begins Jan., 1919.)

PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one ad
dress, 20c. per year, 5c. per quarter.

HOME STUDY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 
9c. per year, 24c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad
dress, 9c. per year, 24c. per quarter.

JUNIOR LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9c. 
per year, 2)o. per quarter. (Begins Jan., 1919.)

PRIMARY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9c. 
per year, 21c. per quarter.

COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLL. $3.25 each 
per year, 82c. each per quarter. (Includes American 
postage.)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS (Corre
sponding to Roll), 14c. each per year, 34c. each per 
quarter (Includes American postage.)

DEPARTMENTAL GRADED SERIES

BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Biginnirh Teacher's Quarterly. 60c. pet year, 
15c. per quarter.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Junior Teacher's Quarterly, 60c. per year, 15c. 
per quarter.

FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Junior Wore and Study Lersonb. 40c. per year, 

10c. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Intermediate Tbachbr's Quarterly (For teachers, 

of 12,13 and 14 year old scholars), 60c. per year, 15c. 
per quarter. V

Intirmbdiat* Scholar's Quartbrlt (For 12, 13 and 
14 year old scholars), 50c. per year, 124c. per quarter.

SENIOR DEPARTMENT
Sinior Tbachbr’s QüAaTTBRLY (For teachers of 15, 16, 

17 year old scholars), 60c. per year, 15c. per quarter. 
(Begins October, 1918.)

Senior Scholar's Quar pbrly (For 15,16,17 year old 
scholars), 50c. per year, 124c. per quarter. (Begins 
October, 1918.)

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ELECTIVES 
(Ages 18 and upward)

I. History and Literature of thb Hbbrbw Peo
ple.

II. History and Literature of New Testament 
Times.

III. The Bible and Social Living.

(Each Course covers a year and is issued in four 
Quarterly Parts, and embraces a Manual for the teach
er or Leader, and Text Book for the Members of the 
Class.)

Teacher’s Manual (any one of the Courses), 60e. one 
year, 15c. each Quarterly Part.

Student’s Text Book (any one of the Courses), 50c. 
one year, 124c. each Quarterly Part.
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1. October 6.
2. October 13.
3. October 20.
4. October 27,
5. November 3.
6. November 10.
7. November 17.
8. November 24
9. December 1

10. December 8
11. December 15
12. December 22
13. December 29

The Teachers Monthly

Lesson Calendar : Fourth Quarter
. Abram Leaving Home. Gen. 12 :1-9.
.Abram Helping Lot. Gen. 13 : 5-11 ; 14 :14-16. 
.Abraham Giving Isaac to God. Gen. 2.2 :1-14.
.Isaac and Rebekah. Gen. 24 : 57-67.
. Appetite and Greed. Gen. 25 : 27-34.
.Jacob Deceives His Father. Gen. 27 :18-29.
.Jacob Fleeing from His Angry Brother. Gen. 28 :10-22. 
.Jacob Wins Esau. Gen 33 :1-11.
.Joseph Sold by His Brothers.Gen. 37 : 18-28.
.Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt. Gen. 41 :33-44.
.Joseph Forgives His Brothers. Gen. 45 :1-15.
.Joseph Cares for His Kindred. Gen. 47 :1-12.
.Faith’s Victories. Read Heb. 11 :8-22.

AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Fourth Quarter
Opening Exercise. of Israel ; and gave commandment concern-

I. Sinoino. Hymn 573, Book of Praise. *nR his bones.

II. The Loan’s Prater. All remain 
standing and repeat together.

III. Responsive Sentences. Hebrews 
11:17-22.

Superintendent. By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac : and he that 
had received the promisee offered up his only 
begotten son,

School. Of whom it was said, That in 
Isaac shall thy seed he called :

Superintendent. Accounting that God was 
able to raise -him up, even from the dead ; 
froo whence also he received him in a figure.

School. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Eaau concerning things to come.

Superintendent. By faith Jacob, when he 
was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph ; 
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his 
staff.

School. By faith Joseph, when he died, 
made mention of the departing of the children

IV. Sinoino. Hymn 250, Book of Praise.

The Son of God goes forth to war,
A kingly crown to gain ;

His blood-red banner streams afar :
Who follows in His train 7

Who best can drink His cup of woe, 
Triumphant over pain,

Who patient bears His cross below,—
He follows in His train.

V. Prater.

VI. Sinoino. See Memory Hymns in the 
Teachers Monthly in connection with each 
lesson.

VII. Read Responsively. See Special 
Scripture Reading in the Teachibs 
Monthly, in connection with each lesson.

VIII. Sinoino. Psalm or Hymn Selected. 
(This selection may usually be the "Lesson 
Hymn” in the Primary Quarterly. See 
each lesson.)

IX. Reading of Lesson Passage.

X. Sinoino. Psalm or Hymn selected.

___
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i9ig Appetite and Greed—World’s Temperance Sunday 

Class Work

I. Roll Call, by teacher, or Class Secre
tary.

II. Offering ; which may be taken in a
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r Secretary’s or 
icrwise.]

Class Envelope, or Class and Report Enve
lope. The Class Treasurer may collect and 
count the money.

III. Recitation. 1. Scripture Memory 
Passages. 2. Catechism. 3. The Question 
on Missions. 4. Memory Hymn.

IV. Lesson Study.

Closing Exercises
I. Singing. Hymn 508, Book of Praise, 

v. 1, followed by :
God save our splendid men,
Send them safe home again,

God save our men :
Make them victorious,
Patient and chivalrous,
They are so dear to us ;

God save our men.

II. Review from Superintendent's 
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard 
Review, may include one or more of the 
following items : Recitation in concert of 
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on 
Missions, Memory Hymn, Lesson Title, Gold
en Text and Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not 
overload the Review : it should be pointed, 
brief and bright.)

III. Responsive Sentences. James 2 :
21, 22.

SuperitUendent. Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar ?

School. Seest thou how faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect ?

IV. Sin jing. Hymn 283, Book of Praise, 
Simply trusting every day,
Trusting through a stormy way,
Even when my faith is small : 
Trusting Jesus—that is all.

V. Benediction.

Lesson V.

GOLDEN TEXT
corruptil

APPETITE AND GREED-WORLD’S November 3, 1918 
TEMPERANCE SUNDAY

Genesis 25 :27-34. *Scripture Memory Verses.
Every man that striveth in the games is temi 

ible crown but we an
i the games is temperate in all things. Now they do it to receive « 
incorruptible.—i Corinthians 9 : 35 (Rev. Ver.).

27 And the boys grew : and E'sau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field ; and Ja'cob was a plain man, 
dwelling in tents.

28 1 And I'saac loved E'sau, because he did eat of 
his venison : * but Rebek'ah loved Ja'cob.

29 And Ja'cob sod pottage : and E'sau came » from 
the field, and he was faint :

30 And E'sau said to Ja'cob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage ; for I am faint : therefore

Revised Version—1 Now Isaac ; * and Rebekah ;
LESSON PLAN 

I. The Two Brothers, 27, 28.
II. The Selling of the Birthright, 29-34.
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

M —Appetite and greed, Gen. 25 : 27-34. T.— 
Appetite and doubtful things, Rom. 14 : 13-23. W.— 
Appetite and Christian liberty, 1 Cor. 8 : 1-13. Th.— 
Appetite and duty to others, 1 Cor. 10 : 23-33. F.—

was his name called E'dom.
31 And Ja'cob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.
32 And E'sau said, Behold, I am at the point to die : 

and what profit shall « this birthright do to me ?
33 And Ja'cob said, Swear to me this day ; and he 

■ware unto him : and he sold his birthright unto Ja'cob.
34 * Then Ja'cob gave E'sau bread and pottage of 

6 lentiles ; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and 
went his way : 7 thus E'sau despised his birthright.

• in from ; 4 the ; • And Jacob ; • lentils ; 7 so Esau.
Appetite and chastisement, Heb. 12 : 14-17. 8.— 
Appetite and murmuring Israel, Num. 11 : 4-13. 8.— 
Appetite and disobedient Israel, Ps. 78 : 29-40.

Primary Catechism—Que*. 120. What part should, 
you take in mnnp the gospel to the heathen who have never 
heard of a Saviour f A. If I cannot go myself to tell 
them about Jesus, I should pray for them, and give of 
my money to send Bibles and missionaries to them.

Shorter Catechism—Que*. 33. What is justifica
tion Ÿ A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace,

ripture Memory Verses for each Sunday are from the General Assembly’s Lists of Scripture Memory 
_____ . the correct recitation of which Certificates, Diplomas and Seals are awarded by the Assembly’s Sab
bath School Board. The various Uniform Quarterlies and corresponding Leaflets, give the passages ap
propriate to the various grades in the School. For Form of Application for the awards, and also for a scnolar’s 
Card Certificate to be given for the recitation of any one of the yearly Parts and exchanged later for Certificate or 
Diploma in Colors when all the Parts have been completed, with a sample copy of Cists of Passages, write to Rev. 
J. C. Robertson, D.D., our General Secretary for Sabbath Schools, Confederation Life Building, Toronto.

* The Seri]
Passages, for
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wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and aeeepteth ue as 
righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Memory Hymn— 
Primary, 509 ; Junior, 161, 245, 247, 530, 251.

Special Scripture Reading—Prov. 23 : 29-35. (To 
br read responsively or in concert by the whole School.) 
It is expected that each scholar will have his or her 
Bible, and so be prepared to take part in this reading,

which may form part of the opening exercises of th#

Lantern Slides -For Lesson, B. 1007, Appetite and 
Greed. For Question on Mimons, H. M. 1313, Four 
Generations, Showing Effect of Missions (These alkies 
are obtained from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide De- 
partaient, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto. Schools desir
ing slides made may procure them on short notice by 
sending negatives, prints or photographs. Slides art 
colored to order.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
By Rev. J. M.

Time and Place—A few years after the 
date of last lesson ; Heersheba.

Connecting Links—Ch. 25 : 1-26 enum
erates the sons of Abraham by Keturah, tells 
of Abraham's death and burial, gives an ac
count of Ishmael's descendants and Ishmael’s 
death, and then relates the birth to Isaac and 
Rebekah of twin sons, Jacob and Esau.
1. The Two Brothers, 27, 28.

V. 27. The boys grevi ; that is, the twin sons 
of Isaac and Rebekah. Esau. The name 
means “tawny” or “shaggy” (compare ch. 
27 :11). A cunning hunter. “Cunning” is 
used not in the modem sense of “crafty," but 
with the old English meaning of “skilful." 
It is literally “kenning,” “knowing." A man 
of the field ; living a roving life in the open. 
Jacob ; meaning “one who takes by the heel, 
and thus tries to trip up or supplant.” A 
plain man ; an orderly, well-disposed man 
(Scottish, "douce"), in contrast with the un
disciplined and irregular huntsman. Jacob 
was “a man of steady, domestic, moral habits, 
staying at home, attending to the pasturing 
of the Bocks and the business of the family, 
instead of wandering abroad in search of 
pleasure and amusement.” Dwelling in tents; 
like the Bedouin tent of to-day, made by 
sewing together strips of the native goats' 
hair cloth and held up by poles, generally 9 
in number, arranged in three rows of three 
each and 6 or 7 feet high, kept in position by 
ropes and tent pegs. Jacob lived the more 
peaceful life of a shepherd.

V. 28. Isaac loved Esau. As often happens, 
the quiet, peace-loving Isaac had a special 
affection for the rough, wild, boisterous son, 
whose disposition was so unlike his own. Eat 
of his venison; “venison was to his taste,” 
literally, "was in his mouth,” that is, he often 
ate it and liked it. Rebekah loved Jacob ; be-

Duncan, D.D.
cause of his quiet, gentle, thoughtful disposi- 
tion. This favoritism on the part of the 
parents had in it the prophecy of future 
trouble.
II. The Selling of the Birthright, 29-14.

Vs. 29, 30. Sod pottage ; International 
Critical Commentary, “stewed sc-oething 
Century Bible, “was boiling e. ip." Just 
what the dish was is not made known till v. 34. 
Feed me .. with ; “let me gulp." The word 
in Hebrew implies voracity as of a man des
perately hungry. That same red pottage; 
literally1, “the red ! this red 1” A fair Eng
lish equivalent would be : “some of that red 
stuff! that red stuff there I" Therefore., 
called Edom; that is, "Red” (Rev. Ver. 
Margin). Esau’s red hair and complexion 
and the foolish bargain about the red pottage 
made the name a suitable one. His descend
ants were the Edomites. The name is “a 
memento of the never-to-be-forgotten greed 
and stupidity of their ancestor.”

Vs. 31,32. Sell me this day (Rev. Ver. 
Margin, “first of all”). Jacob is quick to 
take advantage of his reckless brother's need. 
So the liquor seller makes his evil gain out ol 
the drunkard's appetite. Thy birthright. This 
was highly valued, placing, as it did, the pos
sessor at the head of the family and securing 
for him a double share of the family inherit
ance, Deut. 21 :15-17. At the point to die. 
So we say : “I am tired to death.” Esau’s 
ravenous appetite leads him to exaggerate the 
passing necessity of the moment. What 
profit.. t Esau’s answer reveals his sensual 
nature ; he is ready to sacrifice a remoter 
good of great value for a present trifling grati
fication, just as the drunkard sacrifices Vus 
whole future to the brief pleasure and excite
ment of intoxication.

Vs. 33,34. Swear to me. Jacob’s character-
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istic prudence and shrewdness appears in this 
demand for an oath. This day. See on v. 31. 
He snare .. and .. sold his birthright. Every 
word emphasises the slight value which Esau 
set upon his privileges. Pottage (soup) of 
lentils (Rev. Ver.) ; “a kind of small reddish 
bean, the product of.. a small leguminous 
plant ti or 8 inches high, much cultivated in 
Palestine, and ripening in June or July” 
(Hastings’ Bible Dictionary). “They are 
usually stewed with onions, rice and oil, or 
small bits of meat and fat, and seasoned to 
the taste and are said to form a substan
tial and palatable dish. He did eat and drink, 
etc. “The words used are graphically de
scriptive of Esau’s lightheartedness ” (Driver). 
Esau despised his birthright ; and thus showed 
himself unworthy of it.

The master power in the life of Esau was 
appetite. The drunkard in modem days is 
held in a like bondage. To him the words of 
Dr. Dods, in the Expositor’s Bible, are strik
ingly applicable : “He must have his appetite 
satisfied. No consideration of consequences 
can be listened to or thought of ; the man is 
helpless in the hands of his appetite—it rules 
and drives him on, and he is utterly without 
self-control ; nothing but physical compul
sion can restrain him.”

It is impossible not to feel a measure of 
contempt for the great, strong man, who 
yields himself to the control of a sensual appe
tite. “But,” as Dr. Dods goes on to say, 
“the treacherous and self-seeking craft of the 
other brother is as repulsive ; the cold
blooded, calculating spirit that can hold every 
appetite in check, that can cleave to one

purpose for a life-time, and, without scruple, 
take advantage of a twin brother’s weakness.” 
Jacob has a modem representative in those 
who, for paltry gain, trade upon the weakness 
of their fellow men who cannot resist the 
temptation of strong drink. Our indignation 
cannot bum too hotly against those who, in 
their insatiable greed for gold, will take the 
very grain that should feed the starving and 
turn it into the maddening and destroying 
poison of alcohol. A dark blot will stain the 
fair escutcheon of Britain so long as she per
mits this damnable traffic in the bodies and 
souls of men to continue.

Light from the East
By Rev. Professor R. Davidson, D.D., Toronto

Lentils—Lentils belong to the same fam
ily as peas and beans, and the plants resemble 
young pea plants. They do not grow more 
than six or eight inches high. They are cul
tivated in all parts of the East. It is the 
seeds that are of most value. When they are 
ripe, men pull the plants like flax. They do 
not cut them with the sickle. When eaten 
these lentil seeds are stewed with rice and 
onions and oil, and sometimes with tiny pieces 
of meat. Esau’s may have been a still sim
pler dish. This stew or soup is in very com
mon use to-day among the poor ; but the 
rich use it too. The soup is dark brown in 
color though our lesson calls it “red.” The 
fact is that “red” is used in scripture for all 
shades of red and brown. The Egyptians use 
lentils in a different way. They grind them 
into flour and make bread out of them. The 
ancient Egyptians did the same.

THE LESSON APPLIED 
By Rev. F. H. McIntosh, M.A., Lindsay, Ont,

Striving in the games was one of the most 
interesting features of the old Greek world. 
To win, the competitor was willing to undergo 
months of training and painful abstinence. 
“To have, is possession, and to be able to do 
without, is power,” says George Macdonald. 
No athlete can have everything that a luxur
ious taste may crave and win. Any athlete 
considers rigid abstinence well worth while if 
only he wins the day and wears the crown.

Striving in the larger game of life is the be- 
all and end-all of an existence. To win, is

this most exciting of all games in life. To 
lose is death. Any man should be willing to 
deny himself and to endure life-long discipline 
in order to win—to obtain that incorruptible 
crown of manhood that can never fade away. 
“Total abstinence” will help to win that 
day.

Striving in the awful game of this great 
War has fallen to the lot of nearly all the 
nations of the earth. Our foes are out to win 
world dominion—to put a laurel wreath on 
the brow of the autocracies and to press down
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a crown of thorns upon the brow of the demo
cracies. Our Allies are out to win the garland 
of liberty for themselves and others. “The 
race is on. The heart of the racers is in it, 
and over them bend the myriads.”

If we want to win we must get rid of strong 
drink and of the liquor traffic. Lloyd George 
said that we are fighting Germany, Austria 
and drink, and, as far as he could see, the 
greatest of these deadly foes was drink. It is 
not hard to see that the drink traffic unneces
sarily prolongs the War and even puts in jeo
pardy the very possibility of victory itself. 
How is the liquor traffic such a serious foe ?

1. Because it tends to destroy the morale 
of the people. Other t hings being equal, per
sonal efficiency counts. Strong drink detracts 
from a man’s strength physically, mentally 
and spiritually. We need more man as well 
as more men, and less man is what the liquor 
traffic will give.

2. Because it tends to fatal waste of time. 
In a crisis like this time, is life and the loss of 
it is death. If battleships are not promptly 
repaired and guns and munitions amply 
manufactured, disaster is courted. An in
fluential deputation of the Ship-building Em
ployers’ Federation of Great Britain, waiting 
upon Lloyd George, stated that speaking with

the experience of from 25 to 40 years, they 
believed that 80 per cent, of the present avoid- 
able loss of time was due to drink.

3. Because it tends to a fatal waste of re
sources. This War is a conflict of resources. 
Other things being equal, victory goes to that 
side which conserves its resources most suc
cessfully. Think of the coal wasted in pro
ducing a strong drink that does not add, but 
detracts from the stamina of the people. Ac
cording to the figures of an expert working 
under the Ohio State Fuel Administrator, it 
requires a pound of coal to brew a pint of beer. 
During the year ending March 31,1917, there 
were brewed in Canada 34,687,356 gallons of 
beer. That means 138,750 tons of coal. 
Think, too, of the edible grains that are ren
dered useless as a food for men. It is begin
ning to look as if starvation is going to be the 
decisive factor in this struggle. The gaunt 
spectre of famine is appearing in Eastern 
Europe and is apparently “stepping west
ward." For us that peril is much increased 
through the attack of the submarines. Why 
should 600,000 tons of grain be swallowed up 
by the breweries when the whole world is fast 
getting hungry. '^WjKul waste will mean woe
ful want, and itemay be the downfall of demo
cracy.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS 
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A., Galt, Ont.

Teacher» in the Senior and Adult Department» ihould study carefully the acholar»' materials in the Hoai 
Stvdt Qi:\KTtRT.T and the Pathnmdek, respectively.

To-day’s lesson may he taken up in four 
parts :

1. Two brothers, vs. 27, 28. Esau and 
Jacob were not only brothers, they were twins. 
But they were alike neither in appearance nor 
in character. What was the contrast in their 
appearance 7 What was the contrast in their 
manner of life ? Call attention to the im
portant fact that Isaac and Itcbekah each 
had a favorite son. Which son resembled 
Isaac ? Which son resembled Rebekah ? 
Point out the reason why Isaac was so fond 
of Esau, as t hat reason is given in v. 28. What 
additional light does this throw upon the char
acter of Isaac ? Possibly a few words might 
welt be said here in regard to the harmful re
sults of marked preferences on the part of 
parents.

2. The hungry hunter, vs. 29, 30. Seek to 
have the class picture Esau returning from 
some hunting expedition so hungry that he 
can hardly wait a moment before satisfying 
his hunger. It will not be difficult for any 
who have spent time in the open air to appre
ciate the impatience of Esau to get some food. 
Was it natural that he should apiieal to his 
twin brother 7 Might he not naturally expect 
Jacob to be quite willing to give him some
thing to eat, and to give it freely ?

3. The crafty bargainer, vs. 31-34. This 
was the opportunity for which Jacob had been 
waiting. Instead of giving his brother the 
food, what bargain does he seek to make? 
Call attention to the argument used by Esau. 
Is it likely that he would really have starved
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to death ? Secure from the class an estimate 
of the character of Jacob as here revealed. 
It has often been said that he wat a typical 
jew. In what ways does this story bear out 
that statement ? Call attention to the mingl
ing of craft and obstinate resolution and the 
desire to forward his own interests. The one 
redeeming feature of Jacob’s character here 
is his sense of the value of the birthright. In 
contrast to Jacob, what is the great weakness 
of Esau as revealed here 7 How does the 
writer sum up that weakness in v. 34 ?

4. Appetite and greed. That is the title of

the lesson to-day. Remind the class that this 
is the World’s Temperance Sunday. Ques-- 
tion the class as to any suggestions which the 
lesson contains in regard to the matter of 
temperance. Point out that unrestrained ap
petite is the cause of the drunkard's doom, as 
it was the cause of Esau’s failure. Point out, 
too, that it has been the greed of those en
gaged in the production and sale of strong 
drink which has always been ready to take ad
vantage of this unrestrained appetite. In 
how far is it a help to the man who is teAipted 
by strong drink to be unable to procure it 7

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 
By Rev. A. Wylie Mahon, B.D., Toronto

Teacher! in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Intibmidiat» 
Qüabteblt.

Call for the title of the lesson, and have a 
talk with the class about which is the greater 
evil, gluttony or greed, which is the poorer 
plan of life, to live to eat or to live to make 
money. Milton speaks of swinish gluttony 
which never looks to heaven, and a greater 
than Milton speaks of thoi* whose god is their 
belly and whose glory is their shame ; and 
Dickens pictures for us in a most unforget
table way Old Scrooge, “the squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, scraping clutching, 
covetous old sinner.” In our les ion we have 
illustrations of these two evils.

1. The Twins, v. 27. Note that sometimes 
twins are so much alike physically that it is 
hard to tell them apart . Sometimes they are 
alike mentally and morally. Note that in 
this case these boys were very unlike in every 
way,—one was gluttonous, the other was 
grasping ; one was a roving spirit, the other 
was a stay-at-home ; one liked sports, the 
other liked work. How can we account for 
such a diversity in character in the members 
of the same family ? How can we account 
for these evi: tendencies in the family of Isaac 
and Rebekali, in grandchildren of Abraham 7

2. The Bartered Birthright, vs. 28-34- What 
was the bargain, and under what circum
stances did the transaction take piece 7 What 
was the Hebrew birthright 7 Note that 
Jacob knew the value of the birthright, while 
Esau counted it of less value than the imme
diate gratification of his appetite.

Question the class about what a man’s

birthright is to-day, in such a land as ours,— 
splendid opportunity to make good physically 
and mentally and morally and spiritually ; 
and show how he may despise his birthright 
and make a shipwreck of life by yielding to 
some evil appetite or passion. Refer to men 
in public life who have ruined themselves by 
doing like Esau. Impress upon the class that 
the only safe thing for the individual is total 
abstinence, and for the nation complete pro
hibition of the liquor traffic. Refer to the 
Christian Endeavor slogan, "A saloonless 
nation in 1920, and a saloonless world in 
1930.” What hope is there of working this 
miracle of reform ? Tell the story which 
Kipling tells, of how he was made a "prohibi
tionist by witnessing how two young men 
made two girls drunk in a restaurant. “ Bet
ter it is that a man should go without his beer 
in public places, better to poison the inside 
with very vile temperance drinks, than to 
bring temptation to the lips of young fools 
such as the four I had seen.”

From the Home Study Quarterly and 
Leaflet

For Discussion

1. “Let the buyer look out for himself.” 
Is this a Christian motto 7

2. Which was the setter man, Jacob or 
Easu 7

Prove from Scripture
That strong drink is dangerous.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
’ By Mrs. Mabel Crews Ringland, B.A., Toronto

Teacher* in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Intirmediatr On.,. 
tkrly. ' *"

Begin by asking who the two brothers of 
our lesson story were, and who were their 
parents. Have one scholar describe Esau, 
the hairy man, skilful with bow and arrow, 
fond of roving and hunting, while another 
pictures Jacob, the quiet, plain boy who loved 
to stay at home and mind the sheep. Ask 
which’ one was the father Isaac's favorite and 
which the mother ltebekah's pet, and what 
were the reasons for these preferences ?

Picture the home-loving Jacob cooking a 
meal one day while his brother was out hunt
ing, and have some one describe the red soup 
from the beans of the lentil plant. Have one 
scholar read what Esau said when he came in 
tired and hungry and smelled the delicious 
soup cooking (v. 30), and another read Jacob’s 
answer (v. 31). Call for an explanation of 
what the birthright signified and why it be
longed to Esau. Continue the dialogue (vs. 
32 and 33), and ask what seemed to Esau to 
be the most important tl ing at that moment.

Discuss Easu’s shortsightedness in con
sidering only the demands of the present and 
forgetting the future entirely. Ask if it is 
not this same mistake which leads many a 
man into wrong which he never thought of 
before. Apply this to the temperance ques
tion, and emphasize it by various illustrations.

Ask what Jacob made Esau do to render 
the bargain more binding (v. 33), and with 
what Esau satisfied his hunger (v. 34). Ques
tion the class as to how Esau must have felt 
after he had sold his birthright for a dish of 
soup. Would he not have acted differently 
if he had stopped to thin, what he was doing ?

Show that in every case of wrongdoing, what 
is given up is always of greater value than 
what is gained. For instance, which is of 
more value, a birthright or a mess of pottage a 
man’s health and happiness or a glass of liquor 
one’s sense of honor or some ill-gotten gain ?

This leads naturally to the idea that life is 
made up of choices, that boys and girls as 
well as men and women, are constantly being 
called upon to choose between different 
things. Ask the scholars which they would 
choose if they had the chance—a beautiful 
rose on a long stem, or an equally lovely and 
fragrant rose growing in a pot. Of course 
they would prefer the potted plant, for it would 
last and give pleasure much longer than the 
cut flower could. Develop this thought along 
the line of right choices, emphasizing the wis
dom of choosing the things that will be best 
for the future as well as for the present, which 
was exactly what fcsau lacked. Close with 
a quiet prayer that your Juniors may be given 
this wisdom to see and know which are the 
things of real value in life.
From the Intermediate Quarterly and 

Leaflet
Something to Look Up

1. “Be .. strong .. and show thyself g 
man.” Find these words of David.

2. Where in Proverbs is it written that wine 
bites like a serpent and stings like an adder ?

ANSWERS, Lesson IV.—(1) Rom. 12 :10. 
(2) Jesus ; Matt. 25 :35.

Prove from Scripture
That strong drink is dangerous.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 
By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston, Toronto

Tear hers in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Primary Qcartzxly.

A Look Forward—Our lesson tells us about 
Jacob actin„ meanly to his brother Esau.

Aim of the Lesson—To teach the children 
that they should be generous.

Approach to the Lesson—Outline a bow and 
arrow. Long ago hunters had no guns to 
shoot deer, etc., for their food, so they made 
bows and arrows and shot the wild deer,

etc. We are going to hear about a mighty 
hunter named Esau, and his brother Jacob. 
These boys were the twin sons of Isaac and 
Rebekah about whom we heard last Sun
day.

Tell the children all you know about Esau 
and Jacob. (Print names.) Esau was fond 
of hunting and loved to wander through the
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woods with his bow and arrow and often he 
brought home the flesh of a deer which he had 
shot (venison). Hie father Isaac was very 
fond of the nice meat and loved Esau best. 
But Rebekah loved Jacob most, for he liked 
to be helping her 
about the tents, 
cooking the food 
and taking care 
of the cows and 
sheep.

Lesson—This 
is a story that 
may be acted by 
the children.

One day Esau 
came home from 
hunting, tired 
and very hungry.
Tell of the de
licious pottage 
(describe) which Jacob was making. How 
good it smelled as Esau came dashing in. 
"Hurry, up, Jacob, and give me some of that 
red pottage at once, for I am nearly dead 
with hunger !”

A Greedy Lad and a Mean Lad—“Now,” 
thought Jacob, “here is my chance to get 
anything I want from Esau. He is so greedy 
for the pottage. I’ll make him give me the 
birthright which father has promised to him 
although I have just as much right to it for 
we are twins.” Tell vs. 30-33. Continue 
the story.

Self-control—Repeat and explain Golden 
Text. If Esau had only had self-control how 
would he have acted ? What blessings did 
he lose by his greediness. We shall hear what 
troubles Jacob had because of his greediness.

Be (jIADTosee others

Greediness for Harmful Things—Can you 
think of some harmful things that some people 
me so anxious to use that they are willing to 
lose health, money, happiness, home, friends 
and God, if only they get the things they long 

for (cigarettes, 
tobacco, liquor, 
gambling, etc., 
and all other sin
ful habits) ?

Selfishness— 

Have you ever 
seen a boy or 
girl who wanted 
thebestof every
thing at the 
table, on the 
playground, 
everywhere 7 If 
there is not room 
in the car for 

both boys to go Jack always jumps in and 
leaves Jim behind. Mary is never pleased unless 
she has the leading part in all the games. Will 
always chooses the most comfortable seat in 
the room, no matter who stands. Ted and 
Susie have just one cart between them. Ted 
always walks off with it, leaving Susie crying.

Generosity—Some friends offered to take 
Kate and Helen for a long automobile trip 
and a nice long visit. Helen could not go be
cause her school examinations were coming on. 
But she did all she could to help Kate get 
ready. She lent all her prettiest ribbons and 
handkerchiefs, etc., and a lovely new coat, 
because Kate had only an old coat.

What kind of a girl would you call Helen 7 
What the Lesson Teaches Me—I Should 

Be Generous.

FROM THE PLATFORM

A BARGA1N

Take up the lesson as the story of A Bad Bargain. Bring out the details of the lesson 
narrative, making sure that the scholars know what is meant by the birthright. Lay stress
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on the power which appetite had over Esau and greed over Jacob. Discuss the reasons why 
the selling of the birthright was a “ bad bargain ’ ' for Esau. Elicit from the scholars the things 
which he lost by it and how trifling was the price for which he gave these. Start the question 
if the purchase of the birthright was a "bad bargain" for Jacob also. Without anticipating 
the lessons to follow, show that Jacob must have suffered the loss of his own self-respect and 
the reproaches of conscience. Leave time to talk with the scholars about the “bad bargain" 
which the drunkard makes, bringing out what he really pays in the end for the drink which 
he craves. Take up, also, the case of the one who sells strong drink, and make it clear that 
it is a “bad bargain" for him also. Impress the teaching that the drink business is a bad 
one for all parties concerned and should be completely driven out of our country.

Lesson VI. JACOB DECEIVES HIS FATHER November 10,1918
Genesis 27 :18-29. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—Speak ye truth each one w
18 And he came unto his father, and said, My father : 

and he said, Here am I ; who art thou, my son ?
19 And Ja'cob said unto his father, I am E'sau thy 

firstborn ; I have done according as thou badest me : 
arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy 
soul may bless me.

20 And I'saac said unto his son, How is « that thou 
hast found it so quickly, my son ? And he said, Be
cause the Lord thÿ God 1 brought it to me.

21 And I'saac said unto Ja'cob, Come near, I pray 
thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my 
very son E'sau or not.

22 And Ja'cob went near unto I'saac his father ; and 
he felt him, and said, The voice i$ Ja'cob’s voice, but 
the hands are the hands of E'sau.

23 And he discerned him not, because his hands were 
hairy, as his brother E'sau's hands : so he blessed him.

24 And he said, Art thou my very son E'sau ? And 
Revised Version—1 sent me good speed ; 1 And G

his bneighour.—Ephesians 4 : »S (Rev. Ver.). 
he said Î am.

25 Al 1e said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat 
of my sol venison, that my soul may bless thee. And 
he brought it near to him, and he did eat : and he 
brought him wine, and he drank.

2d And his father I'saao said unto him, Come near 
now, and kiss me, my son.

27 And he came near, and kissed him : and he 
smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and 
said, See, the smell of my son ta as the smell of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed :

28 1 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and * the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and 
wine :

29 Let * people serve thee, and nations bow down to 
thee : be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’* 
sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be 1 he that blesseth thee.
; » of ; 4 peoples ; 1 every one.

LESSON PLAN
I. Jacob's Lie, 18-25.

II. Isaac’s Blessing, 26-29.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Jacob deceives his father, Gen. 27 : 18-29. T.— 

Jacob taught to deceive, Gen. 27 : 1-10. W.—Jacob 
prepares to deceive, Gen. 27 : 11-17. Th.—Esau weeps 
over h. 1 brother's deception, Gen. 27 :30-45. F.— 
Jacob suffering for deception, Gen. 37 : 29-36. 8.— 
Punishment for deception, Acts 5 : 1-11. 1'.—Chris
tianity and truth, Epn. 4 : 20-32.

Primary Catechism —(Ju** 121. What become» of 
our bodies when we die t A. When we die our bodies 
return to dust. Ques. 122. What becomes of our souls

when we die t A. The good go to heaven and the 
wicked go to hell.

Shorter Catechism—Qu«*. 34. What is adoption f 
A. Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we 
are received into the number, and have a right to all the 
privileges of the sons of God.

Lesson Hymns —Book of Praise : Memory Hymn- 
Primary, 509 ; Junior, 161, 3, 13, Ps. Sel. 7, 11.

Special Scripture Reading -1 John 3 :10-18. (To 
be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, B. 440, Jacob Deceives 
his Father. For Question on Missions, H. M 406, 
Three Squaws and Papooses. (Slides arc obtained 
from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide Department, 96 
Queen St. East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place—Perhaps about 40 years 

after the last lesson ; Beershcba.
Connecting Links—Ch. 2d tells the story 

of Isaac’s sojourn in Gerar. In ch. 27 :1-17 
we have an account of Rcbekah's proposal to 
Jacob of a plan to secure from Isaac a con
firmation of the bargain previously made 
with Esau about the birthright.
I. Jacob's Lie, 18-25.

V. 18. He came unto his father ; acting at 
the instigation of Kebckah his mother. Re-

bekah may have thought that the promise to 
her of ch. 25 : 23 and the sale of the birthright 
by Esau to Jacob (ch. 25 :33) gave her favor
ite son Jacob a right to his father's blessing, 
and that Isaac was acting wrongly in pro
posing to give it to Esau, and she may have 
believed that he was justified in using any 
means to secure a righteous end. Her mis
take and sin lay in supposing that God could 
not carry out his plans without the aid of 
human fraud. My father. Isaac was prao-
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tically blind (v. 1), and so could not distin
guish between his two sons by their appear
ance. A lower depth of meanness can 
scarcely be imagined than this—a son taking 
advantage of his father’s infirmity, Here am 
/. This is the Hebrew equivalent of the 
“Yes” with which we answer when addressed.

V. 19. I am Esau thy firstborn ; a deliberate 
falsehood,—the first in the evil series. It is 
no justification to say, that it was carry
ing out the divine purpose for the pro
motion of Jacob to the covenant blessing (see 
ch. 25 : 23). That purpose would have been 
brought about somehow, without deceit : a 
good cause has no need of fraud to bring suc
cess. The firstborn was entitled to the 
“blessing” and “birthright,” which implied 
both the headship in the family and tribe, 
with authority over their other members, and, 
according to the law of Moses, an inheritance 
double that which fell to any of the other 
brothers (compare ch. 43 :33 ; 48 :13-20 ; 
Deut. 21 :17). Eat bf my venison ; a second 
lie : the meat was goats’ flesh, v. 9.

Vs. 20, 21. He said . . the Lord thy God, etc. 
Under ordinary circumstances, wild deer would 
not be found near the encampment, but occa
sionally such a piece of good fortune might 
fall to the hunter, and therefore the explana
tion was plausible enough, though false. This 
was Jacob’s third lie in which there was the 
added guilt of blasphemy. Feel thee ; to set 
at rest his doubts excited by two circum
stances : (1) that the meat had been found 
so quickly (v. 20) ; (2) that the voice was 
like that of Jacob.

Vs. 22, 23. Unto Isaac his father. It is in
deed a sordid picture,—the unscrupulous and 
scheming mother and her greedy, grasping 
son, conspiring to take advantage of the 
father, infirm and blind through age. He 

felt him. Isaac’s suspicions were not yet 
allayed, and in so important a matter he 
wished to be sure. Jacob’s voice .. hands of 
Esau. Isaac’s words have passed into a pro
verb for deceit. Discerned him not ; deceived 
by Jacob’s disguise (see v. 16). The old 
man's loss of sight had quickened his hearing 
(v. 22), but not his touch. He blessed him. 
The final blessing of the head of a family was 
supposed to be prophetic, and able, also, 
actually to confer the good things which it

pronounced upon the recipient. Isaac’s bless
ing constituted Jacob hoir to the promises 
given first to Abraham, ai id renewed to Isaac. 
The terms of the blessing arc given in vs. 28,29.

Vs. 24, 25. Art thou .. Esau t Again, the 
old man tries to reassure himself. This ques
tion opened to Jacob a final door of escape 
from his lying course. But he shut that door 
in his own face by another deliberate lie,—the 
fourth he had uttered. Besides these specific 
spoken falsehoods, Jacob’s whole plan was an 
acted lie suggested and supported by his 
mother. I am. No doubt, Jacob was a bet
ter man than Esau, and in time he would have 
had the first place, but he was impatient for 
success, and wrongly sought to force it. Did 
eat.. and.. drank. A close connection be
tween the blessing and the eating appears all 
through the narrative. The explanation can 
scarcely be that the blessing was bestowed as 
the reward for the gratification of a sensual 
appetite, although the physical stimulus of 
the food and the wine was doubtless an ele
ment. It was the survival of an ancient, 
sacred meal which established communion 
with the deity. Besides, according to the 
custom and belief of the time, for one man to 
partake of another's food and drink estab
lished specially close relations between them, 
and so, in this case, prepared the way for the 
blessing.
II. Isaac’s Blessing, 26-29.

Vs. 26, 27. Kiss me. Isaac wishes to be 
true to his firstborn, so he makes another at
tempt to establish the identity of the person 
before him. This time he will test him by 
the odor of his garments. Smelled the smell ; 
and so was finally convinced that Esau stood 
before him. Smell of my son . . the smell of a 
field, etc. “The smell of the (supposed) 
hunter's raiment, redolent of the wide ar 1 
open field .. suggests the thought of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed with abundant 
crops” (Driver). Another explanation is as 
follows : “The fashion of clothes was never 
changed in the East, and as they were made 
of most durable, and often very valuable, 
materials and brilliantly colored by rare and 
costly dyes, they were part of the inherited 
wealth of a family. To preserve them from 
injury and from insects, they were packed in 
close-fitting cedar boxes, with the leaves or
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bark of aromatic shrubs such as camphire, 
henna, aloes, cassia and myrrh, which pre
served them and gave them an agreeable 
fragrance. The smell of the festive garments 
(v. 15) of the princely hunter suggested to 
Isaac the freshness and fertility of the land 
which should be his son's heritage."

V. 28. The first part of the blessing relates 
to the land which Jacob is to possess. Dew 
of heaven. In the hot and rainless summers 
in Palestine abundance of dew, including the 
heavy “night mist," formed by moisture 
brought by the west winds from the Mediter
ranean Sea and condensed during the cool 
nights, was a necessity for good harvests. 
Com (grain) and wine ; these, along with oil 
from the olive, being the staples of agricul
tural wealth.

V. 29. Let peoples sene thee (Rev. Ver.). 
The second part of the blessing consists in the 
lordship of Jacob's descendants over surround
ing nations (see 2 Sara., ch. 8). Lord over thy 
brethren ; undisputed supremacy. The de
scendants of Jacob were to hold sway over 
those of Esau (see title of Ps. 60).

Light from the East
The Blessing—Ancient men stood in awe 

of words spoken in solemn circumstances 
They imagined the words had some strange 
power to accomplish what was contained in 
them. Jacob's potent words of blessing on 
his death bed fixed for all time the fortunes 
of his twelve sons and the tribes springing 
from them. So God's word goes forth carry
ing in itself marvelous powers,—powers to 
work out its purpose. God's word does not 
return to him void. So a man going out to 
mortal combat sought in poetic couplets to 
iay a spell on his enemy. The Philistine 
cursed David by his gods, 1 Sam., ch. 17. In 
case of warfare between tribes it would seem 
to have been customary to secure the services 
of a poet, an expert curser. Thus Balaam 
was turfed to curse Israel. So one of Moham
med's companions on the way to battle, met 
a poet and asked him to go along, saying : 
“You are a poet, come and help us with your 
tongue." Verses of magical potency were 
thought to be as efficacious as sword and 
spear.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
Beer-sheba was a small village or settlement 

near to a cluster of wells on the edge of iie 
southern desert, which marked the boundary 
of the Promised Land. In some of the val
leys near it, where there is moisture, the soil 
is very rich, and crops of wheat and barley 
are still grown. But the principal use of the 
surrounding country is for grazing, and to
wards evening the. flocks and herds gather 
around the wells, as they did in Isaac's day. 
There are seven wells there now, but several 
of them are dry most of the year. The prin
cipal well is 45 feet deep, and is lined with 
hewn stone to a depth of 28 feet. The blocks 
round the edge are deeply cut by the ropes of 
successive generations drawing up the water, 
and great circular blocks of marble, that have 
been hollowed into drinking troughs, stand all 
round it. Just after the rainy season, for a 
month or two, the country is covered with ver
dure and flowers ; but from the middle of 
summer everything is burned up, and only the 
bare, chalky rocks burning in the sun meet 
the eye. In the early Christian centuries the 
region was thickly populated ; but the con-
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THE LESSON APPLIED

“And he came unto his father," v. 18. 
Isaac was a good man and wanted to do right ; 
but he too had a finger in this tangled net of 
family circumstance. He knew that it was 
the will of God that Esau should be passed 
over and Jacob become heir of the promises 
made to Abraham. Nevertheless he did his 
best to steer that heritage in the direction of 
his favorite son. He schemed to make the 
will of God conform to his. “I hope the 
Lord is on our side,” it was once said to 
Lincoln. “I am not concerned writh that," 
the President replied. “The important mat
ter is not : ‘Will God be on our side ?’ but, 
‘Are we upon his.'” Thy will, not mine, be 
done.

“And his mother said unto him," v. 13. 
Rebekah was not as good a woman, as Isaac 
was a man. But when she saw that the will 
of the Lord was likely to be thwarted through 
the hasty action of her husband, she took 
alarm and schemed immediately to prevent it. 
Jacob’s trick had its birth in the fertile brain 
of his mother. She elaborated the clever de
ceit. It would have been better to openly 
protest. God does not need any selfish 
scheming or deception on our part to carry 
out his will. He is best served as well as 
worshiped, through the use of sincerity and 
truth. “Whether losing, whether winning, trust 
in God, and do the right."

“And Jacob said unto his father,” v. 19. 
He deceived his blind old father to advance 
his own interests. In a boxing match, the 
man who hits below the belt, betrays either 
sluggishness or cowardice. 80 the man who 
cheats, confesses that he is lazy or afraid, or 
that his desire for the good things of this life 
is an ungovernable passion. Let us play the 
game.

“Thy God brought to me,” v. 20. What a 
big lie I The Lord had nothing to do with it. 
Like Ananias and Sapphira, who deceived the 
early church by keeping back part of the 
price and then lied to cover up their deceit.

Jacob was pushed from one deception to 
another,

“0 what a tangled net we are 
When first we practise to deceive."

“And blessed him," v. 27. That did not 
prevent the coming upon the whole family of 
the curse that comes from crooked dealing. 
That day marked an epoch in the history of 
this family. Never after were they quite so 
happy. The pain of it all, to the old father, 
who was so grossly deceived and to the fond 
but foolish mother who had helped in the 
deceit, is left to the imagination. It was a 
life long memory of sorrow. Jacob had to 
run away from home and never come back 
for twenty years. He never saw his mother 
again and often thought of Esau with poig
nant pain. Like Goldsmith’s Traveler he 
dragged "at each remove a lengthening 
chain." Honesty is the best policy.

“God give thee the dew of heaven," v. 28. 
And so he did, not because Isaac prayed for 
it or because Jacob deserved it, but because 
God in his groat grace maketh the wrath and 
intrigue of man to praise him. Man pro
poses through his trickery to accomplish his 
own will. God overrules all that trickery for 
good. As Shakespeare says, “Thus may we 
gather honey from the weed.” What a com
forting thought it is to-day, that the course 
of human history is not to be decided as the 
result of the clash of human forces and clever 
schemes. God reigns, and he will work all 
things for good to those that love him. Be 
comforted. God sits “within the shadow, keep
ing watch above his own."

“Speak ye truth each one with his neigh
bor” (Golden Text, Eph. 4 :25). Truthful
ness is the firm base upon which'all true char
acter is built. All lies are sinking sand. It 
is said of Dr. Johnson that he was so accus
tomed to say always the very truth that he 
never condescended to jive an equivocal 
answer to any question. In giving advice to



68o The Teachers Monthly November io

an intimate friend, he said, “Above all, accus- without varying in any circumstances." Speak 
tom your children constantly to tell the truth, the truth, and speak it ever.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS
Teachers in the Senior and Adult Departments should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Hons 

Study Quarterly and the Pathfinder, respectively.

Begin to-day by reminding the class of the 
promises that had been made to Abraham, 
and, through him, to his descendants. It was 
natural that those promises should be renewed 
to Isaac. Have some one read ch. 26 :3-5. 
Lay some emphasis upon the thought of v. 5. 
Is it true that children reap advantages be
cause their parents have been faithful to 
God ? Does it make any difference whether 
we come from a godly home or an ungodly 
one ? Now ask some one to read ch. 26 : 24. 
Call attention to the next verse. In what 
way does it show Isaac to be following in the 
footsteps of his father? "Isaac appears 
throughout as the pale copy of his father.. 
He fallows in Abraham’s footsteps without 
his strength of character and purpose.” What 
has the class to say about this quotation ? 
Now take up the lesson, as follows : 
jfc.1. The plot, ch. 27 :1-17. While these 
verses are not in the printed passage for to
day, they are really necessary for an under
standing of the lesson. Give a short account 
of their contents. In how far was Isaac him
self responsible for the setting of the trap in 
which he was caught ? Does it not appear 
as if he was in too much of a hurry to make 
sure that the blessing was given to Esau, his 
favorite ? It is likely that Rebekah knew 
that the blessing was really to be Jacob's. 
But was her knowledge a sufficient justifica

tion for her part in the plot ? Point out that 
she should have been more ready to leave the 
matter in God's hands. Was her action not 
a sign of weak faith ?

2. ' The lie, vs. 18-24. Call attention to the 
way in which Jacob persisted in the lie. He 
had to repeat it because of his father’s sus
picions. Remind the class that one lie often 
commits us to a further course of lying. Can 
the class suggest any excuse which Jacob 
would have been likely to make for his decep
tion of his father ? Would he have likely said 
that the end justified the means ? Is it true 
that to-day there are otherwise good enough 
people who will use mean or unscrupulous 
methods of accomplishing what they believe 
to be a right object ?

3. Isaac's blessing, vs. 25-29. The blessing 
is delivered in the form of poetry. Call atten
tion to the two parts of it,—(4) the one who 
receives it is to inherit a goodly land, and (b) 
he is to have lordship over others.

4. The fruits of falsehood. Point out how 
those who took part in this incident suffered. 
Isaac suffers for his undue preference for 
Esau. Rebekah is separated from Jacob, and 
never sees him again. Jacob has to leave 
home, and enter upon a period of disappoint
ment and hardship. Esau suffers all along be
cause he has despised his birthright. Empha
size the fact that sin always brings its harvest.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Interubdiatb 

Quarterly.

Note that we have in this passage a domestic 
drama, so full of Oriental color and pictur
esque incidents that it would supply abundant 
material for a photo play. The teacher must 
deal with the whole chapter in order to make 
an effective lesson. Point out that there are 
four scenes in the drama :

1. The First Scene, vs. 1-5. Picture the 
old blind patriarch, who felt that the end of 
his days was drawing nigh, calling his favorite 
son, Esau, to his side. What request had he 
to make of his son that day ? The old jnan

is planning before he dies to confer the birth
right blessing upon his son, although he must 
have known that Esau had forfeited the 
blessing. Esau enters heartily into the 
scheme, although he knows better than his 
father how unworthy he is to receive such a 
blessing.

2. The Second Scene, vs. 6-17. Note that 
we have in this scene Rebekah planning to 
outwit Isaac and Esau. Question out the 
particulars of her plot to gain the blessing for 
her favorite son Jacob. Show that her inten-
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tiens were good, for she knew that God pur
posed that Jacob should have the blessing, 
and she knew that Esau had bartered away 
all right to it ; but make clear what an evil 
thing it was to impose upon Isaac, and to lead 
Jacob to deceive his father. We need to 
remember that God’s plans never require any 
cunning craft on our part to make them work 
out all right.

3. The Third Scene, vs. 18-29. Note how 
successfully Jacob played his mean ps't in 
deceiving his old blind father. It required a 
lot of lying to make his mother’s stratagem a 
complete success. Jacob had to suffer for all 
this in after years, and so had Rebckah. He 
had to be a fugitive and an exile for many 
years, and Rebekah had to part with her 
darling son never to see him again. Make 
clear that a man cannot sin and not suffer. 
Sooner or later, sometime, somewhere, the

avenger will overtake him.
4. The Fourth Scene, vs. 30-40. Question 

the class about the return of Esau and the 
fear which came upon the old patriarch when 
the light dawned upon him, and the exceeding 
bitter cry of Esau. Note that the repentance 
which he sought carefully with tears (Heb. 
12 :17) was not his own change of heart, but 
his father’s change of mind. Show that a 
true repentance will always bring a divine 
blessing.

From the Home Study Quarterly and 
Leaflet

Fob Discussion

1. Is a lie ever justifiable 7
2. Can a good character be inherited 7

Prove fr >m Scripture
That God hates lying.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Intermediate Quar

terly.

Let any one who can, connect last week’s 
lesson with to-day's, bridging the gap of forty 
years. Have Isaac pictured—now as an old 
man. almost blind, but still ab'e to enjoy his 
sou Esau’s venison. Let some one tell briefly 
the prelude to the story, as described in the 
first seventeen verses of the chapter, how 
Isaac had requested Esau to kill a deer and 
make a dish of savory venison for him, how 
Rebekah had schemed to have Jacob secure 
the father’s blessing by arriving first with the 
desired meal, how Jacob killed two goats from 
his flock, let his mother prepare the meat for 
his father while he put the goat skins on his 
arms and neck to make him seem hairy like 
his brother.

Select two scholars to take the parts of 
Jacob and Esau, reading the speeches in 
dialogue form, which will make the scene more 
realistic. Ask what Jacob had to sacrifice in 
order to deceive his father. Why was he so 
anxious to do so that he would lie.deliberately? 
—because the father’s blessing once given, 
could not be recalled.

Question the class as to whether Isaac was 
easily convinced that it was the older son and 
have them point out how the old man showed

his suspicion—by asking how his son had re - 
turned with the venison so soon (v. 20), by 
wanting to feel his skin to make sure that he was 
really Esau the hairy one (v. 21), by Baying that 
the voice was Jacob's (v. 22), by questioning 
him again (v. 24), and finally by smelling his 
garments to see if they smelled of the fields (v. 
27). Ask why the old father who was sup
posed to be so fond of venison, did not recog
nize that the savoury dish was made of goats’ 
meat. Light is thrown on this question by 
the Oriental method of cooking in which spices 
were largely used, so that one kind of meat 
might be made to taste like another.

Have the class read in unison Isaac’s bless
ing of vs. 27-29 and comment on the signi- 
cance of its various phases which reflect the 
life of the East. Ask if the matter was ended 
then when Jacob had secured the blesungs, 
and discuss whether a person ran ever expect 
to go on his way rejoicing, and with a free 
conscience, after he has done wrong. Will it 
follow him wherever he goes and give him no 
peace until it is righted 7 See if any one 
knows what happened when the real owner 
of the blessing came home and found that his 
brother had been ahead of him and cheated 
him out of what was his by right. Was

\



Jacob’s lot a very happy or safe one when 
Esau's anger was kindled against him and he 
threatened to kill his brother ? Arouse in
terest in next Sunday's lesson by hinting that 
it reveals more of the story.

From the Inte: mediate Quarterly and 
Leaflet

Something to Look Up 
1. Where is this proverb to be found :

“Lyinglipsarean abomination to the Lord : 
but -hey that deal truly are his delight?"

2. In what part of Zechariah do we find the 
words : "Speak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbor?"

ANSWERS, Lesson V.—(1) 1 Kgs. 2 • 2 
(2) Prov. 23 : 32.

Prove from Scripture
That God hates lying.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Primary Quarterly.

A Look Forward—Our lesson tells us about 
Jacob deceiving his father.

Aim of the Letton—To teach the children 
‘hat they should never deceive.

Approach to the Letton—Recall last lesson. 
The children will 
not be surprised 
to hear that Ja
cob, who acted 
so meanly to his 
brother Esau 
and got his birth
right from him, 
very soon after
wards acted 
meanly to his 
old father Isaac, 
who was almost 
blind. Jacob 
“acted a lie” to 
deceive him so 
that the father might give him the blessing 
which he had promised to give to his son Esau.

Jacob let greediness and selfishness get the 
better of him in place of having self-control. 
He started out on the wrong road. He 
thought he was taking the right road to hap
piness but soon found it brought him to un
happiness.

Acting a Lie—Jacob's mother was very 
anxious to have him get the blessing whi’h his 
father was going to give to Esau. Tell vs. 
1-5. Then tell Rebekah's plan to get the 
blessing for Jacob, vs. 6-17. Describe Jacob 
getting “dressed up" to pretend that he was 
Esau.

Letton—Tell the lesson story, vs. 18-29.
Perhaps God meant that Jacob should have 

the birthright and the blessing, but God could

have given it to him in some other way. He 
never wants us to do wrong even to get things 
that he wants us to have.

Jacob't Punithmenl—God punished Jacob 
for his wrongdoing.

Jacob acted a 
lie. This caused 
him to do many 
more lies, for one 
sin leads to an
other. He got 
the blessing, and 
the wrong road 
looked all right 
at first. But soon 
he began to feel 
that he was on 
the wrong road. 
Troubles came 
upon him. Tell 
of. Esau’s return 

and his anger. Tell of Jacob's flight from 
home and mother (whom he never saw again), 
to live amongst strangers. He had many un
happy times and years afterwards. His chil
dren deceived him. (Recall the story of Jo
seph and his brothers and the lie they acted 
and told their old father Jacob.) Tell the 
children that later God forgave Jacob and 
gave him a blessing and a wonderful promise.

Acting a Lie—Jack dropped some money 
out of his pocket and a ten cent piece rolled 
just beside Tom’s foot. Tom quickly put his 
foot on the bit of money and looked quite 
innocent, while Jack was hunting all over for 
the ten cent piece.

A Bad Weed—On this wrong road we are 
going to put a very nasty weed that grows 
very easily. It is called by different names,
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"pretence," “slyness," "prevarication" (not 
telling the whole truth). Then further on it • 
has grown to "deception," and at last we see 
this great tall weed "lies” all grow from the 
game seed “untruth” in the heart. They are 
all lies. If you pluck these weeds and carry 
them into your life you become a liar. Only 
God can pl-.ck them out and get you back
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on the right road where this weed does not 
grow.

Golden Text—Print and repeat.
Also repeat, “ Lying lips are an abomination 

to the Lord : but they that deal truly are his 
delight."

What the Lesson Teaches Me—I Should 
Never Deceive.

FROM THE PLATFORM

IS. RE. JA. ES.
Who are the four persons mentioned in the lesson ? As the scholars answer print on the 

blackboard, Is. Re. Ja. Es. In what were they all interested 7 To whom had the Ixrnl 
decided that the birthright and blessing should go 7 To Jacob. What was Isaac’s wish in 
the matter ? And how did heproposeto carry it out 7 (See vs. 1-15.) How about Rebekah 7 
The story of her plot on Jacob’s behalf will be fresh in the minds of the scholars. And Jacob 
himself 7 Why, of course, he wanted the blessing, having .already purchased the birthright’ What did Esau think about the birthright and blessing ? Ah, he was qmde careLs^ut 
them until Jacob had won them both. We sec how this whole family went wrong. V^at 

would have been right for them 7 Impress the truth, that, for them, as it s for us, the right 
thmg was simply to carry out God’s purpose. And make it very clear, that, in domg this, no 
such dishonest methods as Rebekah’s and Jacob’s ought ever to be used.

November 17, 1918Lesson VII. JACOB FLEEING FROM HIS
ANGRY BROTHER

Genesis 28 :10-22. Scripture Memory Verses.
GOLDEN TEXT—He hath not dealt with oa after our eina, nor rewarded ua after our iniquities.—Psalm 103 : xo

(Rev. Ver.)
10 And Ja'cob went out from Beershe'ba, and went

toward Har'an. , ,
11 And he lighted upon 4 certain place, and tarried 

there all night, because th i sun was set ; and he took 
1 of the stones of * that r,lace, and put * them for his 
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven : and 
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on

13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, 
I am the 4 Lord God of A'braham thy father, and the 
God of I'saac : the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed :

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the south : and in thee 
and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be

15 And, behold. I am with thee, and will keep the 
•in all place» whither thou goest, and will bring thee

again into this land ; for I will not leave thee, until * 
have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

16 And Ja'cob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, 
Surely the Lord is in this place f and I knew it not.

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful ts 
this place t this is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.

18 And Ja'cob rose up early in the morning, and took 
the stone that he had put • for his pillows, and set it up 
for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place Beth'-el : 
but the name of 1 that city teas 7 called Lu* at the first.

20 And Ja'cob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 So that I come again to my father’s house in 
peace ; then shall the Lord be my God :

22 And this stone, which I have set * for a pillar, 
shall be God’s house : and of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

»V; V&t'M8! uf lndUy:4Lo,d’ the aod;.,hitho™ thou
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LESSON PLAN
I. The Vision, 10-ia.

II. The Promises, 13-17. 
m. The Vow, i8-aa.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Jacob fleeing from his angry brother, Gen. 28 : 

10-22. T.—Jacob blessed before fleeing, Gen. 27 : 46 
to 28 : 9. W.—Jacob's flight to Haran, Gen. 29 : 1-20. 
Th.—Moses fleeing from danger, Ex. 2 : 11-22. F.— 
Jonah fleeing from God, Jonah 1 : 1-17. 8.—The all- 
seeing providence, Ps. 139 : 1-12. S.—God's infinite 
mercies, Ps. 139 : 14-24.

Primary Catechism—Que*. 123. What is heaven t
A Heaven is the holy and happy place where Jesus is.

Que*. 124. What is hell f Hell is a place of woe wW. 
the devil and evil spirits are. ' re

Shorter Catechism -Que*. 35. What i* tantüû 
cation t A. Sanctification is the work of God's freê 
grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man aft#r 
the image of God, and are enabled more and more in 
die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. w

Lesson Hymns -Book of Praise : Memory Hvmn— 
Primary, 506 ; Junior, 161,304, 306, 301, 320 

Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 27. (To be read 
responsively or in concert by the whole School ) ^

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, B. 793, Jacob Fleeint 
from His Angry Brother. For Question on Mission? 
H.M. 164,. Sioux Encampment on Assiniboine Hiver' 
(Slides are obtained from the Presbyterian Lanterri 
Slide Department, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and Place—Immediately after last 

lesson ; Bethel, about 10 miles north of Jeru
salem, and nearly 60 miles from Becr-sheba.

Connecting Links—Ch. 27 : 30-40 nar
rate : the coming of Esau to Isaac with a 
savory dish made from the spoils of the chase ; 
Isaac's discovery that he had been tricked by 
Jacob out of a blessing, which, however, he 
could not recall ; Esau's realisation of his 
loss and his vain attempt to repair it (see 
Heb. 12 :17) ; and his obtaining a partial 
and qualified blessing. In ch. 27 : 41-45 we 
learn of Esau’s rtrolve to slay Jacob and 
Rebekah's urging J tcob to flee to his uncle 
Laban in Haran. I )h. 27 : 46 to 28 :9 de
scribe the a rangements for Jacob's departure 
to Haran.

I. The Vision, 10-12.
V. 10. Jacob went out ; in great haste (see 

ch. 27 : 43) to escape the wrath of his wronged 
brother. From Beersheba ; at the extreme 
south of Palestine, on the borders of the 
Negeb or "South” country. It was the home 
in turn of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Haran; 
in northern Mesopotamia, the home of Rebe- 
kah and the place where Abraham lived had 
for a while on his way from Ur to Canaan. 
"Its position on one of the main trade routes 
between Babylon and the Mediterranean 
coast rendered it commercially of great im
portance."

V. 11.-A certain place; Hebrew, "the 
place," that is, “the ‘holy place,’ whose sanc
tity was revealed by what followed" (Inter
national Critical Commentary). Abraham 
had once pitched his tent and built an altar 
here, ch. 12 :8. Tarried.. because the sun 
was set. The sudden Oriental night, rushing

down without any warning twilight, overtook 
him before he could reach proper shelter. 
Jacob was a lonely exile, fleeing from his home 
to escape the consequences of his own selfish
ness and ambition. His future was all uncer
tain, and his mind must have been filled with 
anxious thoughts. One of the stones of the 
place (Rev. Ver.). Perhaps "the place" was 
a circle of sacred stones, one of which Jacob 
took for a pillow. Orientals still constantly 
spend the night in the open air, and think it 
no hardship.

V. 12. He dreamed. Frequently in the 
Bible divine relations are described ns coming 
in dreams (see the cases of Solomon, 1 Kgs. 
3 :5-15 ; Paul, Acts 18 : 9,10 ; Pilate's wife 
Matt. 27 :19).- Behold ; a word pointing to 
the wondrous character of the dream. A lad
der ; or “stair." A hill a little to the south
east of Bethel rises to its summit in terraces 
of stone. The "ladder" may have been sug
gested by the rays of the setting sun. To the 
dreamer the terraces may have seemed to 
lengthen out until they reached the sky and 
to become crowded with heavenly beings. 
Angels; literally, "messengers," who used 
the ladder or stair in their service between 
heaven and earth. Ascending and descending. 
The vision pictures the intercourse, unseen to 
the eye of sense, which is constantly going on 
between heaven and earth, and is used by our 
Lord to represent the uninterrupted inter
course kept up between him and the Father 
(see John 1 :51).
IL The Promises, 13-17.

V. 13. The Lord stood above it ; Rev. Ver. 
Margin, “the Lord stood beside him," liter
ally, (bending) over him," as he slept I 
am the Lord God of Abraham .. and.. of Isaac.
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Such an introduction was sufficient to win 
Jacob’s confidence. Our father’s experiences 
of God are surely one of the best reasons for 
our faith. The land whereon thou liest ; “a 
description peculiarly appropriate to the soli
tary and homeless fugitive who had not where 
to lay his head." No possession was his, but 
only a lodging place. To thee will I give it ; 
the first promise—a land and a home.

V. 14. Thy seed. .as the dust of the earth ; 
the second promise—a numerous posterity 
extending over the full length and breadth of 
the land. To the west ; down across the plain 
of Philistia to the Mediterranean Sea. To 
the east ; to the regions beyond the Jordan. 
To the north ; to the range of Lebanon and 
even Damascus. To the south ; to the desert 
and beyond the sea. Head 2 Sam., ch. 8 ; 2 
Chron., ch. 26, in order to see when the boun
daries of Israel actually reached these limits. 
In thee., all the families of the earth . . blessed ; 
the third promise ; a blessing to humanity 
universally. To impress upon posterity lofty 
ideals is surely a magnificent privilege.

V. 15. I am with thee, etc. ; the fourth 
promise. Will keep thee. The lonely youth 
was to have companionship and protection 
throughout all his wanderings, and, in the 
end, he was to be brought back to his home. 
The purpose of the vision was to make Jacob 
realize God's presence. Homeless, he had 
seen a vision of the heavenly home. Poor 
and defenceless, the ministering angels had 
come to him. But most of all did he need a 
Father, to fill his hungry heart with love and 
banish his guilty fears by a free and full for
giveness.

Vs. 16,17. The Lord is in this place. “There 
was no loneliness now in this unpeopled waste: 
it was full of God." I knew it not. Jacob had 
believed God far away. He had thought that 
God dwelt only in a special locality, the place 
where his father, for the time, had pitched 
hie tents. He was afraid ; because he had 
unconsciously been treating this holy place 
as common ground, by sleeping on it. The 
knee of God ; a beautiful name for the place 
where God dwells with his people and holds 
communion with them. The gale of heaven ; 
like the wide gateway of some Eastern town 
where people gather for business and social 
intercourse.

III. The Vow, 18-22.
V. 18. A pillar ; a sacred stone. Such 

sacred stones were common and were centres 
of a worship that was condemned by the late, 
prophets and the law (see Deut. 16 :22 ; 
Hosea, ch. 10 ; Micah 5 :13). Poured oil 
upon .. it ; in accordance with the ancient 
custom, to set it apart to God. Jacob may 
have carried the oil with him in a small skin 
bag, to be used as a medicine or food in case 
of necessity.

Vs. 19-22. Beth-el. The name means, 
“house of God." Lue ; an ancient settle
ment, just a little to the north of this spot, 
but far surpassed later by its sacred neighbor. 
Vowed a vow. Jacob resnonds to God's prom
ises by undertaking a dei rite religious service. 
Note the four conditions of Jacob's proinise : 
(1) the presence of God ; (2) protection ; 
(3) food and clothing ; (4) safe return :—all 
these except (3) being parallel to God’s prom
ise in v. 15. Shall be God's house ; that is, a 
place of pilgrimage and worship. The tenth. 
Jacob's promise, or vow, implied the consecra
tion to God of (a) self, (b) possessions.

Light from the East
“A Certain Place” (v. 11)—A certain 

"place means here a holy place. In the ancient 
East it was thought that gods, like men, lived 
at particular spots. It was at the place where 
a god dwelt that he made himself known. 
Jacob found to his surprise, apparently, that 
his father’s God dwelt at Bethel. It was to 
the place where a god dwelt that men came 
when they would seek the god’s favor or his 
help. Such a dwelling of a god was fre
quently associated with a stone, or a tree, or 
a spring. Ancient Palestine, like the East 
generally, was full of sacred rocks, sacred 
oaks and sacred wells. At such lowly doors 
did the living God step into men's lives.

So long as man had no idol in portable 
symbol of the divine being, there was no need 
to provide a house for him ; trees and wells 
and rocks remained bare. But an idol had 
to be housed, partly for honor, partly for 
safety. Men provided such a dwelling as 
they used themselves. Micah gave his idol 
god a room in his house, Judges, chs. 17, 18. 
And because the ark was to the Hebrews a
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symbol of the divine presence, it was housed 
in a tent of goats' hair where the Hebrews 
themselves liveji within curtains. In Pales-

17
tine they had houses of wood and stone. 80 
David planned to build a temple, and Solomon 
did build it.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
In to-day’s lesson, we follow Jacob's route 

from his father Isaac's home at Beersheba, to 
Haran, 500 miles to the northeast, in the flat 
lands of Padan-aram. Note Beer-sheba ae 
the southernmost town in Palestine, in Isaac's 
day, a mere cluster of seven wells on the open 
desert ; and call atention to its importance 
all through the Old Testament history. Sam
uel's sons judged in Beer-sheba (1 Sam. 8 :2 ; 
make a practice, so far as possible, of having 
the scholars turn up these references). Elijah 
passed through it on his way to Horeb, 1 Kgs. 
19 :3. The road from Beer-sheba to Bethel 
came up from Egypt and ran into the heart 
of Palestine, across the central range of hills 
forming the backbone of the country.

Damascus, 170 miles, still to the northeast, 
from Bethel, is the world’s oldest city. It is 
built on a table land about 2,200 feet above 
the sea level, a city of gardens and orchards 
in the bosom of the surrounding desert, water
ed by the famous Abana and Pharpar (see 2 
Kgs. 5 :12). A Mohammedan tradition says 
that Damascus was founded by Eliezer, Ab
raham's steward, who is called in Uen. 15 :2, 
“Eliezer the Damascene” (Rev.Ver., Margin).

THE LESSON APPLIED
“And Jacob went out from Beersheba,” v. 

10. It is said of Judas at the Last Supper 
thaï he went out and it was night—literally 
and figuratively. Though Jacob went forth 
in the daytime clouds and darkness were 
round about him—clouds of disappointment 
and a night of fear. He, too, was a betrayer 
and was afraid, and as a fugitive from justice 
ran away to Haran. No one actually pursued 
him, but then conscience made him run. 
“ The wicked flee when no man pureueth."

"He took one of the stones of the place, and 
put it under his head” (Rev. Ver), v. 11. 
Rebekah never had her favorite son sleep on 
a pillow like that. Things come to a nice pass 
when a man must say, “ my rest a stone." It 
would now appear that when Rebekah and 
Jacob thought they were opening up the way 
of life before themselves they were really dig

ging t]je source of future tears. “Go down 
to the Tombs” (the name of a famous prison), 
said Moody, “I am told that the little bridge 
over the prison yard over which the prisoners 
are led has written on one side the words : 
‘The way of the transgressor is hard.’ If that 
is not true they ought to take it off. There is 
not a man in New York, but knows that the 
way of the transgressor is hard."

“And behold a ladder," v. 12. Heaven 
and earth are connected by the stairway of 
grace. Communication between heaven and 
earth—between God and man—is also pos
sible. Up that shining gradient go our cries, 
and dpwn that glorious way his swift replies. 
There are always angels hovering near.

"There let the way appear 
Steps unto heaven ;

All that thou send'st to me,
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In mercy given.
Angels to beckon me 
Nearer, my God, to thee,

Nearer to thee I”
“I am the . . God of Abraham .. and 

Isaac," v. 13. This God of Bethel was the 
God of our forefathers, many of whom left 
“the dim shelling and the misty island” to 
cross the broad seas. They, too, went forth, 
not knowing whither they went. They were 
led of God as surely as the ancient patriarchs. 
If now all our paths through Canada drop fat
ness, and if the lines have fallen to us in plea
sant places, the credit should be given to our 
fathers who so great!)' dared, and the praise 
should be given to the God of our fathers who 
so greatly led them. “God of our father1 ! be the 
God of their succeeding race.”

"And thou shalt spread abroad," v. 14. 
There lay a great future before the descend
ants of Abraham, but they had not the oppor
tunity of Canada to spread abroad to the 
west and the east, to the north and the south. 
The resources of the Holy Land were a mere 
bagatelle compared with those of His Do
minion on this North American continent. 
Some one has said that the development of 
the twentieth century is with the Dominion 
of Canada. Yes, nothing can keep us from 
being a great nation except the spirit of sel
fishness. May we so live and labor as to make 
this world safe for democracy and goodness.

"I.. will keep thee.. bring thee .. not 
leave thee," v. 15. God is our guide. We

do not know what one day may bring forth in 
our own lives or in the life of our country. 
The future is portentous. But nothing can 
finally and irretrievably happen to hurt us if 
we commit our way and wills to God. He 
will all “our wandering footsteps guide.”

"Surely the Lord is in this place," v. 16. 
Yes, no matter what place it is. God is no
where wrote the sceptic. A child reading the 
word made them say God is now here; and the 
child and Jacob were right. God is every
where.

"Earth’s crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God ; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes."

“And Jacob vowed a vow," v. 20. We all 
belong to God by creation, preservation and 
redemption. He leads us all the way in the 
midst of nature, human nature and the super
natural. Our God will supply all our need. 
And yet how often we withhold our love and 
service from him. Let us even now make our 
vows unto him.

“He hath "not dealt with us after our sins” 
(Golden Text, Ps 103 :10). We have a bet
ter ladder of grace than ever Jacob saw. We 
see the fulfilment of that which Jesus said to 
Nathanael. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
.. ye shall see the heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man." That way lies our road to 
heaven and peace. Behold that ladder—

“ The world's great altar-stairs 
That slope through darkness up to God."

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS
Teicher» in the Senior and Adult Departments should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Horn 

8tudt Qcahteblt and the Pathfindm, respectively.

(jo back for a few minutes to our last lesson. 
Remind the class that after Esau discovered 
what had happened, he pled with his father to 
give him the original blessing which had been 
bestowed upon Jacob. Isaac, however, seems 
to have felt that the event had proved too 
much for him, and that things had to remain 
u they were. Call attention to the plan of 
Beau to kill Jacobs just such a plan as we 
might have expected from an impulsive per
son like Esau. Jacob has to be sent away 
from home. Now discuss : .

1. The wanderer, vs. 10, 11. What other 
object than his escape from Esau was this

journey o' Jacob’s intended to serve ? Have 
some one read v. 2 of this chapter. Picture 
the lonely traveler. Would his solitude be 
likely to <"o him good ? At any rate, remind 
the class that solitude has its lessons for us. 
Is it true that God seems often nearest us 
when we are alone with nature Î Perhaps 
some of the members of the class will be able 
to tell about their own experience in this re
gard. It may be interesting to remind the 
class that this spot where Jacob rested was in 
the same district in the mountains where his 
grandfather had erected an altar on entering 
Canaan. Read Gen. 12 :8.
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2. The wanderer's dream, vs. 12-15. Ask 

one of the members of the class to describe 
the dream in detail. Suggest that- the ap
pearance of the surrounding hills may have 
given its form to the dream of the “staircase” 
uniting heaven and earth. Point out that it 
is one of the most precious lessons of revela
tion that, after all, heaven and earth are not 
so very far apart. Show how that truth has 
been taught us most clearly in the coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world. Ask for the de
tails of the promise which was given to Jacob 
in his dream. How was the promise of v. 15 
specially suited to the needs of the wanderer 7 
Seek to bring home the lesson to any who may

be away from their early surroundings.
3. The wanderer's vow, vs. 16-22. Call at

tention to the evident surprise of Jacob that 
God should be near him even when he is far 
from home. In order to understand that sur
prise, we must bear in mind the idea of people 
in those early times that any god was confined 
as to his authority to the terri tor)’ of those 
who worshiped him, and at first the Hebrews 
shared that view about Jehovah. Is it not 
true that some of us even to-day seem to think 
that when we go away from home we leave God 
behind 7 Now call attention to the vow 
which Jacob made. Point out that Jacob is 
beginning to learn already by his trials.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Teacher» in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholar»’ materials in the Intermbduti 

Qoabtuiy.

Remind the class that although there were 
no homes in the ancient world so beautiful as 
the Hebrew homes, they were far from perfect. 
The Bible pictures them in a realistic way 
with all their shortcomings as well as with all 
their attractive features. Note that it looked 
at the outset as if Isaac and Rebekah, with all 
the love which they had for each other, would 
make an ideal home ; but favoritism and sel
fishness and duplicity and greed entered into 
the home life and made sad havoc of the bet
ter things. Teach the class that the way to 
make home life happy and helpful, the way to 
make home the dearest spot on earth to us, is 
to allow Jesus to be the head of the house.

1. The Lonely Fugitive, v. 10. Question 
the class about why Jacob was leaving home, 
and why he was leaving in this solitary way, 
when his father was so well able to send him 
away with all the comforts and conveniences 
of that age. He was stealing away secretly 
lest Esau might find him and kill him. Re
mind the class that there is nothing like sin 
to make life sad and lonely. John B. Gough 
said that when sin had degraded him, he felt 
that he had not a friend in the world, that 
nobody cared for his soul, much less for his 
body.

2. The Dream Ladder, vs. 11-15. Picture 
this lonely fugitive as he lies down to sleep 
on the hillside with a sad heart and a stone 
pillow. Question the class about the dream 
which came to him that night, which con

vinced him that he was not alone, that he wm 
not friendless, that heaven was not far away, 
and that heaven was interested in him. Bring 
out what a helpful and comforting revelation 
it is to know that heaven is all about us, that 
God loves us and cares for us, and is minister
ing unto us, and is striving to lead us in the 
right way. Life is always a poor thing wl_j 
it is out of sight of heaven, out of reach of 
God.

3. The Morning Vow, vs. 16-22. Note the 
feeling of awe and reverence which filled the 
heart of the lonely fugitive as he awakened 
out of sleep. The sense of guilt in his heart 
made him afraid. Note that the love of God 
casts out fear, and makes the consciousness 
of the divine presence the sweetest experience 
of human life. What vow did Jacob make 
that morning 7 Bring out that he lost no 
time in doing this. When the blessed experi
ence was fresh in his heart he gave himself to 
God. When the divine impulse comes to us 
to consecrate ourselves to God we must never 
delay.

From the Home Study Quarterly and 
Leaflet

Fob Discussion

1. Is it required of Christians that they 
give a tenth to God 7

2. Is it wrong to bargain with God ?
Prove from Scripture

That we cannot escape from God.



içi8 ‘ Jacob Fleeing From His Angry Brother 689

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Ti url ere in the Junior Deportment ehould etudy carefully the echolare' materials in the Intesmeoiat* Qvab-

riatr
Have some one read v. 10, and then 

auk what and where Beersheba and Haran 
were. Have em pointed out on the map 
and recall the long journey between these two 
places made years before by Abraham’s faith
ful servant to bring home a wife for his son 
Isaac (Lesson IV.). Ask if any one can tell 
why one of Isaac’s sons was now making this 
long trip to his mother’s home at Haran,—he 
had been driven from home by his angry 
brother Esau whom he had wronged, and his 
mother had advised him to go to her people 
until Esau's wrath should abate.

Picture the lonely traveler leaving home so 
sorrowfully, on foot, and ask what sort of 
place he found to sleep on a certain night of 
b: wanderings. Ask what v. 11 tells he used 
for a pillow, and point out that he must have 
been tired enough to sleep soundly, for v. 12 
says that “he dreamed.”

Have some one describe what Jacob saw in 
his dream, as told in vs. 12 and 13, and let all 
the class read aloud the words of God to Jacob 
in vs. 13, 14, 15. Ask what the promise 
meant that his “seed” should be “as the dust • 
of the earth," and that in them should “all 
the families of the earth be blessed." What 
promise does this resemble—God’s promise 
to Abraham in Lesson 1. Point out that 
what he had seen and heard made Jacob 
realise, when he awoke, that it was more than 
a dream. Have some one read how Jre ex
pressed this realization, vs. 16, 17.

Discuss the reason for Jacob’s surprise in 
finding that God was in that place (v. 17),— 
he had supposed that he had left God behind 
is Beersheba, when he left home. Ask if it

is ever possible to run away from God, and 
why any one should ever want to—only when 
one has a guilty conscience, as Jacob had.

Ask what Jacob did the next morning when 
he awoke and have some one comment on the 
use of s ones in the worship of that day, and 
oil as a symbol of consecration. Question as 
to the name and location of the place where 
this happened (v. 19), and have it pointed 
out on the map. Choose one scholar to read 
the words of Jacob's vow (v. 20), and another 
to explain what the “tenth” of v.22 meant.

Be sure to grasp this opportunity of em- 
phas zing the value of systematic and regular 
giving in proportion to what one has. Ask 
how many Junior, plan to give so much to 
the Sunday School, missionary or patriotic 
funds, and how many give just whatever they 
happen to have when the time comes. See 
how many think that more would be given to 
these causes if every giver made a promise of 
a certain n mount each week, and then set 
himself or herself to earn the amount so that 
it would be on hand without fail.

From the Intermediate Quarterly and 
Leaflet

Something to Look Up

1. In what psalm is it said : “the darkness 
hideth not from thee ?”

2. “The Lord is gracious, and full of com
passion ; slow to anger, and of great mercy." 
Find this passage.

ANSWERS, Lesson VI.—(1) Prov. 12 :22. 
(2) Zech. 8 :16.

Prove from Scripture
That we cannot escape from God.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Prime y Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Primary Quarterly.

A Look Forward—Our story to-day tells us 
ibout Jacob and the angels of God.

Aim of the Lesson—To teach the children 
that they should love God.

Approach to the Lesson—Bessie had been 
wy naughty. She had slapped the baby 
ud made her cry and had been showing a 
mighty temper all morning. Her mother 
mt her upstairs to her room and told her to

stay there till she was told to come down. 
This was very severe punishment for the little 
girl, for she dehrl : loved to see and hear all 
that was going on. Her lunch was sent up 
to her, and it was not till nearly four o'clock 
that she heard her mother's step on the stairs, 
and then she gently opened the door and came 
in and took Bessie by the hand and kissed her. 
“Is my girlie sorry for being naughty ?”



6go The Teachers Monthly November 17

Ü'ACOJS
REAM

Bessie flung her arms around her mother’s 
neck, and begged to be forgiven. Hew happy 
she was when she saw her mother come into 
the room, for then she knew she was forigven.

Lesson—Jacob was very happy for God 
had "come back 
to him" and he 
knew he was for- 
given. Recall 
what his wrong
doing was. Tell 
of the anger of 
Beau when he 
returned from 
hunting and 
foundthat Jacob 
had stolen the 
blessing from 
him. Tell of 
Jacob’s flight 
from home.

The first day was over. Night came on 
and Jacob was weary and unhappy. He 
took a stone for a pillow, threw his cloak over 
it and lay down by the roadside to sleep.

Jacob's Ladder—He dreamed he saw a lad
der (outline). Show picture. It stretched 
up and up from earth to heaven. On it he 
saw the angels of God going up and down 
contir illy and at the top of the ladder God 
stood :ind spoke these words to Jacob, vs. 13- 
15. How glad Jacob was when he saw that 
G I had “come back” to him ! How won-

rfullyjkind God was in letting Jacob know

that he had not forsaken him, but had forgiven 
him and would bless him !

When Jacob awoke from his dream he was 
afraid. It was all so wonderful ! He said 
"This is surely the house of God and the gak 

—n—, j ----- - of heaven.’’
^God

SHOWED 
KINDNESS

joJacob

He arose early 
in the morning 
and placed the 
atone he had
used for a pillow,
for a pillar or 
monument (out
line). He pour
ed oil on the 
atone to show 
that he was put
ting up the stone 
in memory of 
God’s goodness 
to him. He call

ed the place Bethel. Tell about Jacob’s vow 
or promise, vs. 20-22.

God is just, as good to us. He is with us all 
the days of our life. He forgives us when we 
do wrong and helps us to do right and gives us 
many blessings.

. How can we show God that we thank him? 
Jacob promised to give God one tenth (ex
plain) of all that he possessed. God likes us 
to show our love to him by giving a share of 
all we have to help on this work in the world.

What the Lesson Teaches A/e—I Sb' uld 
Love God.

FROM THE PLATFORM

Write on the blackboard, “Nearer, my God, to Thee,” the first line of Hymn 223, Book 
of Praise, and have this hymn sung by the School. Then, while the scholars have their hymn 
books open, or, where a lantern is used, the hymn being kept on the screen, question about 
the references in the hymn to Jacob's experiences told in the lesson. Thus : What word in 
the first line of v. 2 describes Jacob ? What line in the same verse refers to the time when 
the lesson begins ? What did Jacob use for a pillow ? What reference to this has the hymn
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(same verse) ? What dream did Jacob have Î Give the reference .fill the hymn, to that dream. Continuing, deal similarly with the references -- «tens un^V*™* 
--angels to beckon me," inv. 3, and "with my waking thoughts," and ’"BetK^^in 

v. 4 Now ask. Was God near to Jacob ? Will he be near to us ? TW Hi ' ,God’s nearness and the condition of enjoying these,—doing his will 8 h b 68811188 of

Lesson VIII. JACOB WINS EASU
Genesis 33 :1-11. Scripture Memory Verses.

November 24, 1918

GOLDEN TEXT—A soft answer turneth away wrath.—Proverbs i$ : *.
1 And Ja'cob lifted up hia eyes, and looked, and, 

behold, E'sau came, and with him four hundred men. 
And be divided the children unto Le#ah, and unto 
Ra'chel, and unto the two handmaids.

2 And he put the handmaids and their children fore
most, and Le'ah and her children after, and Ra'chel and 
Jo'seph hindermoet.

3 And he 1 passed over before them, and bowed him
self to the ground seven times, until he came near to his 
brother.

4 And E'sau ran to meet him, and embraced him, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him : and they wept.

5 And he lifted up hie eves, and saw the women and 
the children; and said. Who are* those with thee? 
And he said, The children which God hath graciously 
given thy servant.

6 Then the * handmaidens came near, they and their 
children, and they bowed themselves.

7 And Le'ah also 4 with her children came near, and 
bowed themselves : and after came Jo'seph near and 
Ra'chel, and they bowed themselves.

8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this • drove 
which I met ? And he said, • These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.

9 And E'sau said, I have enough, my brother ; 7 keep 
that thou hast unto thyself.

10 And Ja'cob aaid, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have 
found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my 
hand : * for therefore I have seen thy face, as • though 
I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with 
me.

11 Take, I pray thee, my «blessing that is brought 
to thee ; because God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he urged him, and 
he took if.

Revised Version—1 himself ; 1 these ; * handmaids ; 4 and her ; ‘company ; • To find grace ; 1 let that 
thou hast be thine ; • forasmuch as I ; • one seeth the face ; « gift.

LESSON PLAN
I. The Meeting, 1-7.

II. The Gift, 8-11.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M — Jacob wins Esau, Gen. 33 : 1-11. T.—Jacob 

fears Esau, Gen. 32 : 3-12. W.—Jacob sends presents 
to Esau, Gen. 32 : 13-23. Th.—Jacob wrestles with 
the angel, Gen. 32 :24-32. F.—Dealing with an 
offended brother, Matt. 18 : 15-22. 8.—The unmer
ciful servant, T.'.stt 18 :23-35. S.—How to win our 
enemies, Luke o . 27-38.

Primary Catechism—Qum. 125. What did Jesus

tell his disciples about his comino again t A. Jesus told 
his disciples that he would come again, to judge the 
world.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 33-35.
Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Memory Hymn— 

Primary, 509 ; Junior, 161, 297, 313, 527, 262.
Special Scripture Reading—Eph. 3: 17-32. (To 

be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)
Lantei n Slides—For Lesson, B. 796, Jacob Wins 

Esau. For Question on Missions, H.M. 412, Indian 
Fish-curing Camp in British Columbia. (Slides are 
obtained from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide Depart
ment, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON
Time and Place—More than 20 years after 

last lesson ; near Peniel.
Connecting Links—The story of Jacob’s 

20 years’ sojourn in Haran and of his return 
journey to Canaan as fa as the Jabbok is told 
in chs. 29, 30, 31, 32 :1, 2. Iu ch. 32 :3-22, 
Jacob's preparations for meeting Esau and 
Jacob's wrestling with the angel are described,

I. The Meeting, 1-7.
Vs. 1, 2. And Jacob ; who was still at 

Peniel (see ch. 32 : 30), which was perhaps 
some projecting ridge or height, near where 
the Jabbok descends from the upland into the 
Jordan valley. Behold, Esau. Confronting 
Jacob was the brother whom he had injured, 
now a powerful desert chief at the head of his *

EXPLAINED
warriors. Four hundre l men. It seems 
hardly likely that Esau would have brought 
so large a force, save with hostile intentions. 
Divided'the children; under their mothers. 
The purpose of the division was the same as 
in ch. 32 :7, 8,—that if Esau should attack 
one company, the others might have an op
portunity to escape. Leah ; Jacob’s first 
wife (eh. 29 : 23) with whom he had been 
tricked into a marriage by Laban. Rachel ; 
the wife of Jacob's choice, ch. 29 :18. The 
two handmaids Zilpah and Bilhah (see ch. 
29 : 24, 29). Rachel and Joseph hindermost ; 
in the place of greatest safety. Jacob ar
ranges the mothers and children in the reverse 
order of his affection for them. He evidently 
prepared for the worst.
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V. 3. Passed over before them ; having pre
viously been in the rear (see ch. 32 :23, 24). 
Now, however, he advances to be the first to 
meet the anger or the welcome of his brother. 
Bowed. In the rigid etiquette of the Blast, 
the salutation of a superior is accompanied 
by repeated bows, in which the hands are 
placed on the knees and the body is bent 
parallel to the ground. The kowtow once 
demanded by the Chinese emperor was kneel
ing and touching the forehead three times to 
the floor. When the Kaiser demanded it of 
the Chinese envoy in 1901, it was refused on 
the ground that for over a century Western 
nations had declined to render it. Seven 
times. Jacob approaches his brother with 
the reverence befitting a sovereign. In the 
Tel-el-Amarna tablets,, a collection of let ers 
discovered at Tel-el-Amama in Middle Egypt 
in 1887-8, from ancient Egyptian officials in 
Syria and from Syrian allies subject to Egypt, 
the expression of homage frequently occurs : 
“At the feet of my Lord, my Sun, I fall down 
seven and seven times.”

V. 4 .Esau ran .. embraced . .fell on his 
neck .. kissed him ; greeting Jacob after the 
demonstrative fashion of the East, where rela
tives and friends still kiss one another when 
they meet. Each in turn places his head face 
downward on the other’s left shoulder and 
then kisses him on the right cheek, and then 
reverses the action. Blissing the hands or the 
feet or the hem of the garment, is the saluta
tion given to a superior. In Syria one will 
sometimes touch the feet of his superior with 
his right hand and then kiss the hand and 
place it on his forehead. In Blsau’s kind re
ception we may see an answer to Jacob's 
prayer. ■

Vs. 5-7. Who are those with thee t Esau is 
surprised at the size of Jacob’s household. 
‘An interesting picture : the mothers with 
their little ones come forward in groups to 
pay their respects to the grim-visaged war
rior, whose name had caused so much terror 
in the camp" (International Critical Com
mentary).
II. The Gift, 8-11.

V. 8. What. . all this drove .. t Esau re
fers,—not to the "present" of ch. 32 :14, 15, 
for he must have been told repeatedly what 
it was for—but to the two cavalcades or

*4
camps into which Jacob had divided his pos- 
sessions (ch. 32 :7) in the hope of saving st 
least one of them in case of an attack. To 
find grace (favor) tn the sight of my lord. Jacob 
is quick to turn an incident to his own ad
vantage, and offers both “camps" as a present 
to Esau. This is his last bold stroke to win 
his brother's good will.

V. 9. I have enough. He was satisfied with 
the first gift, ch. 32 :13-15. Keep that thou 
hast. Esau, at first, refuses the additional 
gift. He must have known that such a gen
erous gift was inspired by fear of him, yet he 
will do nothing that has the semblance of 
humiliating his brother.

Vs. 10, 11. Nay, I pray thee, etc. Jacob 
urges Esau to give a still further proof of hie 
friendship by accepting the gift. Thy fact 
as . .of God, etc., “ with the feelings of joy and 
reverence with which one engages in the wor
ship of God.” This statement by which Esau 
is compared to God, is a sort of exaggerated 
compliment in which the Orientals delight. 
My blessing ; Rev. Ver, "my gift." Jacob 
hopes, by inducing Esau to accept his gift, 
to purchase his brother’s good will in the 
future. Thus Jacob, by his diplomacy, turn
ed aside Esau’s hostile intention.

Light from the East
"All This Drove” (v. 8)—Much of Pales

tine is not suited fo agriculture but is well 
adapted for the grazing of sheep and goats : 
the tableland of Judah*(where you find such 
p aces as En-gedi or Kid’s Well), the bare 
moors of the South Country (where Nabal 
had his flocks), parts of Sharon and Jezreel, 
and the uplands of Moab and Gilead and 
Bashan. Some sheep masters had thousands 
in his flocks. Kings carried on the business 
on a grand scale, 2 Sam. 13 :23 ; 1 Chron. 
27 : 29-31 ; 2 Chron. 26 :9, 10. The life of 
the shepherd was hard and toilsome. Jacob 
could say, "In the day the drought consumed 
me, and the frost by night ; and my sleep 
departed from mine eyes." It meant keeping 
the animals —gether, following any that 
strayed, caring for sick ones, binding up the 
injured, carrying weary lambs, drawing water 
in buckets from a well, warding off wolf and 
lion and bear. At night the animals were 
usually shut in a pen, and the shepherd might
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stay with them. It was at folding time he 
counted them. Jacob’s wealth in small cattle 
and his following are comparable with those

of the greater sheikhs of the Adwan or Aneesah 
Arabs, who move about to-day in the border
land between Canaan and the desert.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
The Jabbok, "the luxuriant river,” now the 

Zerka, "the blue river," is one of the principal 
tributaries of the Jordan on the east. One 
branch of it rises near Rabbath Ammon, and 
flows almost in a semicircle northward. It 
then turns westward, and enters the Jordan 
about 25 miles north of the Dead Sea. "On 
almost the whole of its curved course of 60 
miles it runs through a deep valley, and forms 
a natural boundary. On its curved upper 
reaches it may be said practically to bound 
the desert, while the deep gorge of its lower, 
straighter course divides the land of Gilead 
into two halves. It is mentioned as a frontier 
in Num. 21 :24 ; Deut. 2 : 37 ; 3 :16 ; Judg. 
11:13, 22 ; Josh. 12 :2.” The valley has

always been very fertile, and to-day its banks 
are a rich mass of oleanders, and on its upper 
waters much fine wheat is grown. "Along 
its whole course of 60 miles, one is never out 
of sight of sheep on the hillside, or cattle 
standing in the water, or fields of grain.”

Peniel (also Penuel) was probably applied 
first to some mountain which had on its pre
cipitous side the rude outline of a human face. 
About four miles from Succoth, the Jabbok 
flows between two sharp hills, one of which 
is crowded with the ruins of a very ancient 
and extensive fortification, which seems to 
have been erected as a barrier against the 
marauders from the east. This is probably 
the site of Peniel.

THE LESSON APPLIED
“Behold, Esau came, and with him four 

hundred men,” v. 1. Esau was not perhaps 
a jingo but evidently quite ready for a scrap 
if insult or injury were offered. What a pity 
that the military virtues of mankind could 
not be put to better use than internecine strife. 
1'here is so much waste land to reclaim, so 
much disease to overcome, so much social 
wrong to be righted that no true fighter need 
be out of a job. It is said that General 
Gordon, great soldier as he was, found in the 
slums of ÿ’oolwich, work more çongenial and 
more braving than the long agony of the fight 
round Khartoum. Fight the good fight with 
all thy might.

"He put the handmaids .. foremost," v. 2. 
This showed that whatever Esau expected, 
Jacob was not going to fight. The kingdom 
of God is first righteousness, then peace. For 
peace, a man may surrender all save honor. 
It certainly is the part of wisdom to exhaust 
all honorable means of keeping the peace and 
avoiding strife. Indeed it is a duty, for peace 
—sweet peace—is one of the rights of man. 
This does not mean peace at any price. Right
eousness is more important than peace. Much, 
however, of this world’s strife, is due to the 
quarrelsome temper. Try conciliation.

"He passed over before them,” v. 3.

Though for peace he took he place of greatest 
danger, while Rachel and Joseph were put in 
the place of greatest safety, he was no coward. 
If Esau still meant to fight, Jacob would be 
destroyed but the major part of his following 
might find it possible to escape. That was 
chivalry. The conduct of our seamen in a 
time of wreck, allowing women first into the 
boats, is one of the finest things in our civiliza
tion. "Be British," said the captain of the 
Titanic as his ship was going down. Be 
British.

“And Esau .. kissed him," v. 4. What 
the bold front and the shaking of a spear 
could not do with Esau, a little kindness did. 
It is ever so. The wind seeking to remove 
the traveler’s cloak, blew its fiercest blast ; 
but the traveler only drew it closer about him. 
“I will show you a better way," said the sun 
as he shone upon the traveler so bright and 
warm that the cloak was gladly laid aside. 
Violence gives rise to hostility and opposition ; 
but gentleness disarms your opponent and 
soothes the savage breast. Love is mightier 
than the sword.

“Hesaw the women an •. . children," v. 5. 
What a mercy for the women and children 
that no strife ensued. Had a fight occurred 
they would have been the heaviest sufferers.
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“What are you thinking of, my man ?” said 
Lord Hill, as he approa bed a soldier who was 
leaning in a gloomy mood upon his firelock, 
while around him lay mangled thousands of 
French and English after the battle of Sala
manca. The soldier started and replied, “I 
was thinking, my Lord, hoe many widows 
and orphans I h ve this day made for one 
shi ling." Blessed are the peacemakers.

"These are to find grace in the sight of my 
lord," v. 8. It is not enough to make friends 
in this world. “We must keep our friend
ships in repair." We can do that through 
the art o' conversation, correspondence and 
the courtesy of gifts. The latter may be over
done in our time especially at Christmastide. 
Nevertheless in all ages the free gift has been 
regarded as a good bid for friendship as well 
as a bond to keep it. Even the friendship of 
God is based on the free gift of his only be
gotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. A man's 
g ft maketh room for him.

“ I have seen thy face, as though I had seen 
the face of God," v. 10. It would have been 
very different if Esau had not kept down and

24
smothered his ire. It was the fundamental 
element of reconciliation that made Esau 
seem to Jacob like a shining one. Anger 
makes for unhappiness and love for joy. 
When the prodigal returned there was re
joicing and sulking because the fa1 her loved 
and forgave while the elder brother still clung 
to his grudge. A boy who had offended hie 
father came to him and said, “ Father, 1 cannot 
learn my lesson unless you forgive me." This 
wrung from the father the kiss of reconcilia
tion. “Now," exclaimed the boy, “I can 
learn Greek and Latin with anybody." God 
is love.

“A soft answer tumeth away wrath" 
(Go'den Text, Prov. 15: 1). The rough 
answer is seldom needed. There are times 
when we may be angry and sin, not but far 
oftener than we do good, use could be made 
of the soft answer. A missionary in Jamaica 
once asked the question of a black boy,11 Who 
are the meek?” The boy answered, “Those 
who give soft answers to rough questions." 
The “big stick" may do for th; bully, but it 
convinces nobody.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS
•tudy c*rc,ully the •cboUrs' Ho,.

In order to follow the story of Jacob’s life, 
the teacher should give a brief account of the 
incidents which occurred after the vision at 
Bethel, Jacob's journey to the strange land of 
Mesopotamia, interesting to us because of 
recent history, his meeting with Rachel, his 
service of seven years each for Leah and 
Rachel, his growing family and riches, and his 
decision at last to go back home. Refer to 
Laban’s pursuit of him, and to the covenant 
of friendship entered into in Gilead. It will 
be well to include in our lesson to-day not 
only the appointed passage in ch. 33, but also 
eh. 32 from v. 3.

1. Jacob’s fear of Esau, ch. 32 :3-21. Point 
out how natural it was that Jacob should be 
apprehensive as to meeting the brother whom 
he had wronged. Remind the class of how 
hard it is to get away from the spectres of the 
past. Is it not true that nearly all of the 
deeds we do have some relation to the future, 
and that we are likely to hear from them 
again ? Question the class as to the plan by

which Jacob hopes to appease his brother,— 
the impression which he desires to make as a 
man of means, the presents which he proposes 
to make to Esau. Then remind the class 
that, in conjunction with these practical plans, 
Jacob knows enough to turn to God. for help. 
Speak of Jacob’s prayer, emphasizing its 
humility, its earnestness, its faith in God.

2. At Peniel, ch. 32 :22-32. Seek to show 
the great importance of this experience in the 
spiritual life of Jacob. What admirable 
quality in Jacob comes out in v. 26 ? Is there 
any lesson here for us in our prayer life? 
What great lesson was taught to the patriarch 
in this experience ? Remind the class of how 
he had often struggled with others, matched 
his wits against theirs, and won. But he had 
to submit to the unseen one who touches him 
in the dark, and by that touch withers all his 
power. Call attention to the significance of 
the change in Jacob’s name by which the 
Supplanter becomes the Perseverer with God.

3. Winning on offended brother, ch. 33 :1-11.
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Seek to have the class picture the succession 
of events in this paragraph. How had Jacob’s 
experience of the night before prepa.ed him 
for this meeting ? Point out how greatly it 
helps us to meet the unknown when we have 
learned the lesson of submission to God and 
his plans and his purposes for us. How was

Jacob's prayer (ch. 32 :11) answered 7 Per
haps most of us have known something of 
family quarrels, perhaps some of us have ,had 
a part in them. Is it necessary that they 
should be kept up 7 What is most likely to 
keep them up ? What steps can we take to 
bring them to an end ?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Tcacheri in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Intermediate 

Quae.erlt.

Note tha‘ a good many years had elapsed 
since Jacob had seen Esau, since he had fled 
from home to escape the murderous designs 
of his brother. What had happened during 
that time ? The young man who had left 
home with nothing but a staff was now re
turning with a large family, and a large retinue 
of servants, and large flocks and herds. What 
danger did he fear 7 Was it possible for Esau 
to cherish hatred against his brother for 
twenty years 7 Hatred is a die hard. Family 
feuds have been known to be handed -down 
for generations. Note that if Jacob had ever 
cherished ill-will it had died out of his heart, 
and he longed to win his brother’s friendship.

1. Preparations for the Meeting, ch. 32. 
Question the class about the messengers of 
peace which Jacob sent to Esau, and about 
the alarming report which they brought back, 
and about the wise precaution which Jacob 
took (ch. 32 : 7, 8), and the prayer he offered 
up (vs. 9-12), and the means he employed to 
win the favor of his brother, vs. 13-20. How 
did Jacob spend that night 7 (Vs. 24-30.) 
This wrestling at Peniel has been interpreted 
as a struggle between the good and the evil 
side of Jacob’s nature. Is this a satisfactory 
interpretation 7 Note that this was a spirit
ual epoch in Jacob’s experience which in

fluenced all his after life. Are there spiritual 
epochs in every life ?

2. The Meeting, ch. 33 :1-11. Ask one of 
the scholars to describe this affecting meeting 
of the twin brothers after many years of sep
aration and estrangement. What questions 
has Esau to ask ? There is something very 
beautiful in a scene like this, when those long 
separated by hatred and ill-will and misunder
standings are drawn closely together by love. 
This is true of individuals, and it will be 
blessedly true of nations, when righteousness 
and peace shall have kissed each other, and all 
men’s good shall be each man’s rule, and the 
kingdoms of this world shall have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 
Nothing but the gospel of Christ can work a 
miracle of this kind, but we rejoice that noth
ing is too hard for the Prince of Peace.

From the Home Study Quarterly and 
Leaflet

For Discussion

1. Should the wrongdoer always take the 
first step to reconciliation 7

2. Does the sinner always suffer in this life 
for his sins 7

Prove from Scripture
That God's servants must be gentle.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Intermediate Quar

terly.

Have some one sketch briefly the events 
which occurred between our last lesson and to
day's, how Jacob had settled in Haran and serv
ed his uncle Laban seven years for his daughter 
Rachel whom he loved, then being deceived 
and married to Leah her older sister, had 
served seven years more for Rachel, and six 
for his cattle and sheep, and how at last, with 
his children and wives, servants and cattle

he had started for home. Ask why Jacob had 
left home over twenty years before, and who 
the one person was that he feared to meet. 
Refer to the present of goats, camels, cattle, 
mules, etc., of ch. 32 :14-20, which he sent 
forward to appease his brother's wrath, but 
which did not deter him from advancing with 
four hundred men.

Have one scholar point out on the map the
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river abbok where the meeting ' ook place, 
and another tell what Jacob did when he iaw 
Eaau approaching—how he lined up his family 
in battle array, vs. 1,2. Ask why Rachel and 
Joseph were placed in the rear (v. 2) : Jacob 
still feared his brother’s wrath and wanted to 
have the best beloved in the safest place. 
Ask what formality Jacob went through when 
he approached his brother (v. 3), and what 
happened then which must have amazed him 
(v. 4), Comment on the Oriental customs 
reflected in these two verses. Ask why the 
two brothers wept—these were tears of joy 
over the happy reunion.

Picture how different the meeting would 
have been if Esau had allowed his bitter 
hatred to master him and have revenge on 
Jacob for his past misdeeds. Discuss whether 
Esau did right in forgiving his brother in this 
way, or whether he should have made him 
suffer for his wrongdoing. Draw out the 
scholars on the teachings of the Bi >le on for
giveness : " Forgive and ye shell be forgiven," 
Luke 6 :37 ; "If ye forgive men their tres
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you,” Matt. 6 :14 ; “Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities," Ps. 103 :3. Call for illustrations 
from the Juniors’ own experience of times 
when it has been hard to forgive, and ask if 
they have not felt much better after when 
they forgave than when they carried a grudge.

November 24

Have some one read Esau's words (v. 6) 
after the first glad meeting was over, and 
point out the naturalness of this question. 
What a contrast between the lonely outcast 
leaving home alone and the prosperous owner 
of servants and cattle, returning with his 
wives and children I Continue the conversa
tion in dialogue form, from v. 8 to v. 11, one 
reading the words of Jacob and another of 
Eaau.

In closing, ask who can explain what it 
means to heap coals of fire on any one’s head 
and have the class repeat Rom. 12 :20, 21. 
Develop the thought and suggest that the 
passage would be a good one < tt every Junior 
to remember when tempted to have a mean 
revenge on any one, instead of forgiving as 
Esau did.

From the Intermediate Quarterly and 
Leaflet

Something to Look Up

1. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good." Find these words.

2. Who said, "Love your enemies, do good 
to them which hate you 7" Find the words.

ANSWERS, Lesson VII — (1) Ps. 139 :12. 
(2) Ps. 145 :8.

Prove from Scripture
That God's servants must be gentle.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Teachers in the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Primary Qv a rterlv

A Look Forward—We are going to hear about Jacob meeting Esau after fleeing from 
him years before.

Gentleness
WIL.L HEI-P yjOV

TO OPEN HARD HEARTS

&
OVBNS MANV

HARD7 PLACES

Atm of the Lexson—To teach 
the children that they should be 
gentle.

A pproach to the Leexon —Would 
you like to hear what happened 
to Jacob after he dreamed that 
wonderful dream (recall).

He journeyed on and on and 
at last came to the land where 
his uncle Laban lived, ch. 29 : 
1-14. Tell of the meeting of 
Jacob and his cousin Rachel at 
the well where Rachel had 
brought her sheep to give them 
water to drink. Hie uncle gave 
him a warm welcome and took



Jacob Wins Esau 6971918

him into their home to live with them. 
Jacob loved Rachel and took her to be 
his wife. After a while Jacob became a 
very rich man. He had many flocks and 
herds of his own. At last he made up his 
mind that he would return to his own land,
for he remembered that God had promised to
give him the land of Canaan for a home for 
himself and his children forever.

The Journey Home—We see Jacob starting 
on his journey, with his family and servants 
and flocks and herds—a great procession. 
(Show picture.)

Will Esau be friendly to him when he gets 
back or will he still seek to kill him ? We 
shall see. He sent messengers to tell his 
brother Esau that he was coming back. He 
also sent a present to Esau—a great many 
cattle and sheep,—hoping in this way to win 
Esau's friendship. When the messengers re
turned they brought back the news, “Esau is 
coming to meet you with 400 men.” Jr cob 
was afraid I Esau must be angry still and is 
coming with his servants to kill him ! Jacob 
prayed to God to bless him, ch. 32 : 24-32.

A Happy Meeting—Continue the story. 
Using blackboard or letting the children act 
the story—represent the meeting of the two

brothers. Describe the humble, gentle ap
proach of Jacob and the affectionate way in 
which Esau greeted him. Then all Jacob’s 
family came forward and bowed to Esau.

Tell vs. 8-11. “To find favor in Esau's 
sight,” was Jacob's reason for being so humble 
and gentle.

Golden Text—Print and repeat.
Some Good Rules—1. Do not quarrel. 2. 

Always try to be the first ’ o “make up” a 
quarrel.

Our Story—Once upon a time there was a 
little old man who always carried a little oil 
can (outline) wherever he went. If he passed 
through a “creaky” door, he poured a little 
oil on it. If a gate was hard to open, he 
poured a little oil on the latch. People said 
he was “odd" and “queer,” but the little old 
man kept on refilling the oil can and oiling up 
every hard place he found. He never left his 
oil can at home. It was always ready.

Here is the name of a little oil can which 
you all should carry with you everywhere you 
go. It will help you to open many hearts and 
will help you to get through many hard places 
in life. Beside the oil can print Gentleness.

What the Jeeson Teaches Me—I Should 
be Gentle.

FROM THE PLATFORM

PLAN PRESENT

Draw on the blackboard two squares, and tell the scholars that these are meant to stand 
for two parts of the lesson. In the first square, print Jacob’s Plan. Question out the details 
of vs. 1-7, which describe Jacob’s plan for meeting his brother. Next, print, in the second 
square, Jacob’s Present. Get the scholars to tell you what this present was, the way in 
which it was presented and the way in which it was received. Ask the scholars with what 
feeling Esau had come to meet Jacob. Follow this with a question about the effect which 
Jacob’s way of approaching Esau had. Call for the Golden Texv, and impress the teaching 
that the best way to turn aside the anger of others against us is to be kind and gentle ourselves.
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AMONG THE BOOKS

We will mill to your ad'lress any book mentioned In the Teicher» Monthly, on receipt of 1

8lu» 10c. poiUge. If poitigt 1» found to be lea» than 10c. balanoe will be returned to lender. Ad! 
i. Dougina Fraser, Presbyterian Publication», Toronto.

Each of the two “final stories” by Norman 
Duncan (Fleming H. Kevell Company, New 
York, Thomas Allen, Toronto, issued simul
taneously in uniform style, $1.35 net) has its 
own individuality, and illustrates the aston
ishing versatility of the writer, as well as the 
wide range of his emotional interest. In the 
group of stories contained in Battles Royal 
Down North, we see strong men battling 
against the frost and storm and sea of the 
frozen and relentless north. In their ordinary 
daily toil these fishers and sealers of the 
Labrador coast manifest a courage and en
durance that place them alongside the bravest 
fighters in France and Flanders. For sheer 
heroism and pluck and resourcefulness these 
men of the north challenge our admiration, 
and the tales of their exploits supply a strong 
incentive to strenuous endeavor. In the 
companion volume, Harbor Tales Down 
North, a tenderer note is struck. We are 
brought into the homes for whose mainten
ance these heroes fight their battles and win 
their victories, and have pictured to us the 
childlike faith, the fidelity and devotion, the 
love and the self-denial of these simple Labra
dor folk. The two volumes, it has been well 
said, are complementary, the one to the 
other, and both are worthy of a high place 
amongst the works of an author whom his 
Canadian fellow countrymen regard with 
genuine pride and whose too early death they 
sincerely lament.

Perhaps there is no one better able to write 
of the Labrador wilds than Dillon Wallace, 
the famous explorer, whose latest book for 
boys, Grit A’Plenty (Fleming H. Revell Com
pany, New York, 252 pages, $1.25 net), is full 
of realism and adventure] As the title im
plies, the story is one that deals with that 
most necessary commodity of bleak, lonely 
Labrador—grit, and one finishes with a feeling 
that not only little Jamie, who is so slowly but 
surely growing blind, and Davy and Andy, 
the sturdy older brothers, who set out on a 
dangerous trapping expedition to get the 
necessary money for his healing, have plenty 
of the required grit, but that Tnomas Angus, 
the father who is laid aside at a most critical 
time with a broken leg, young Margaret the 
faithful sister, and Dr. Joe, who performs the 
wonderful operation that saves Jamie's sight 
and revives his faith in himself, have also won

out because of what young Jamie calls “th 
grit a’plenty” they have shown all through 
This story, as many readers of The Teachers 
Monthly will recall, appeared, as a serial, in 
East and West during the early months of 
this year, and will be warmly welcomed in its 
more permanent form.

‘‘I fervently believe that Christ is to be 
found in the faces of the living.” This maybe 
taken as the key to Stephen Graham’s The 
Quest of the Face (The Macmillan Company, 
Nev York and Toronto, 297 pages, 6 full page 
hah-ione illustrations, $1.75.) “We are all 
seeking a face. It may be the dream face of 
the ideal, our own face .. as we could wish it 
to be, or the face that we could love. We seek 
a face of such essential loveliness that it would 
be possible to fall down before it in the devo
tion of utter sacrifice.” The only satisfying 
end to the search is “the face of Christ/’ as 
the author illustrates in varying wavs,—from 
art and from human experience and a subtle 
analysis of human life and emotion. Those 
who know Stephen Graham’s books of travel 
in Russia and his intimate studies of Russian 
life and character, will not be surprised to find 
that most of his illustrations in this new book, 
written just before the War began, have a 
Russian atmosphere. This may give the book 
an additional piquancy at the present time, 
when Russia is in chaos, but when we would 
still fain believe with Stephen Graham, that 
" though Russia seems to have fallen, there is 
an imperishable Russia which cannot fall.”

James Norman Hall won instant recog
nition as a writer who could write, with his 
first book, “Kitchener’s Army ; the Adven
tures of an American in the British Army." 
His second book, High Adventure (Houghton 
Mifflin Copipany, Boston, Thomas Allen, To
ronto, 237 pages, 38 mostly full-page illustra
tions, $1.50), will enhance his reputation. It 
is of the Air Service he now writes, and the 
preparation for it. It is a story of personal 
experience and adventure. The author joined 
the French Air Service before the United 
States entered the War, and when his machine 
was brought down behind the German lines 
in May of 1917, and himself held, it is believed, 
a prisoner in Germany, he had been trans
ferred to a newly formed American Squadron. 
We have not seen elsewhere so vivid and de-
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Books at SPECIAL PRICES t,R“*^;VT,BLTYE,CHER5
bots and oibls or the old testa-
"‘p-ini Volume XVI.of the Children'» "Pul

pit" Published at $2.60 Ottered at 
$1.16, postage Me.

breaking thi RECORD
By Ralph Connor. A charming little 

story- Published at 25c. Offered at 
10c. eaoA or $1.00 per dos., postpaid.

DAVID UVIH08T0N1
A life of the great missionary hero, by the 

late Silvester Horne, M.P. Cloth, illus
trated, 248 pages. Published at 50c.
Offered at 40c., postage Sc.

LIFE Of DONALD HARVEY Mac VICAR, 
D.D., LL.D.

By hie son, John H. MaoVicar, B.A. Cloth, 
illustrated, 351 pages. Published at $1.00.
Offered at 80c., postpaid.

THE WORLD OP ANECDOTE
An accumulation of facts, incidents and 

illustrations, historical and biographical, 
from books and times, recent and remote. 
By Panton Hood. Cloth, 700 pages. 
Published at $125. Offered at 75c., 
postage 10c.

PAUL’S MESSAGE FOR TO-DAY
By the late Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D. A

fireeious book of counsel and exhortation 
or those who are engaged in the great 

business of living the Christian life. Pub
lished at $1.25. Offered at 75c., postage 
10c.

FAMOUS HYMNS OF THE WORLD
Their origin and romance. By Allan 

Sutherland. With an Introduction by 
the Rev. Henry C. McCook, D.D., LL.D. 
Cloth, illustrated. Published at $1.50.
Offered at $1.S0, postage lie.

DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE
For General Use in the Study of the Scrip

tures ; with Maps, Engravings and Tables. 
Cloth, 720 pages Offered at the special 
price of $1.60, postpaid.

VILLAGE WORK IN INDIA
Pen Pictures from a Missionary's Experience 

By Normans Russell, of the Canada 
Presbyterian Church, Central India. 
Cloth. Published at $1.00. Offered at 
60c., postage Sc.

‘‘ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL”
Montclair Sermons by Hugh Black. Pub

lished at $1.25. Offered at 76c., post
paid.

LIFE WORTH WHILE
Talks to Young Men. By Frederick 

Atkins. Published at 75c. Offered at
40c., postage 6c.

LOVE STORIES OF THE BIBLE
By Billy Sunday. The first book by the 

great evangelist. Illustrated. Published 
at $1.50. Offered at $1.00, postage 10c.

MONTHLY
THE LIFE or JESUS FOR YOUNO PEO

PLE
By William Byron Forbush. Gift edition. 

Colored frontispiece. Beautifully illus
trated. Published at $1.50. Special, 
$1.00 8,nd postage 16c.

OUR TASK IN CANADA 
By R. G. MacBbth, M.A., for the Home 

Mission Board, Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. Clbth, illustrated, 140 pages. 
Special, 60c. for 36c. postpaid.

THE SHEPHERD OF US ALL
Stories of the Christ Retold for Children. 

By Mary Stewart, author of “Tell Me 
a True Story.” Cloth, illustrated. Pub
lished at $1.25. Offered at 76c., postage 
10c.

THE DAWN AT SHANTY BAY
By Robert E. Knowles. Colored frontis

piece. Published at 75c. Offered at 
60c., postpaid.

THE BOOK OF FAITH IN GOD
By John T. Farm, D.D., author of “The 

Book of Answered Prayer,” etc. Pub
lished at $1.00. Offered at 76c., postage 
10c.

THE BOOK OF GOD’S PROVIDENCE
By John T. Paris, 8.8 Published at $1.00.

Offered at 76c., postage 10c.
THE RED INDIANS OF THE PLAINS

Thirty Year’s Missionary Experience in the 
Saskatchewan. By the Rev. J. Hines. 
Cloth, 22 illustrations and maps, 322 pages. 
Published at $2.50. Special, $1.26, 
postpaid.

CHILD STUDY AND CHILD TB UNINO
By William Byron Forbush. Published 

at $1.00. Offered at 76c., postage 8c.
THE DIVINE PURSUIT

Devotional Studies. By John Edgar 
McFadybn, D.D. Published at $1.00.
Offered at 60c., postage 7c.

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
By John Bunyan. Cloth, 651 pages, col

ored illustrations. Special, 76c., post
paid.

SERMONS TO YOUNO MEN
The following themes are typical of the con

tents : A Man, Faith, Courage, Power, 
Redemption, God Over All, Christ Funda
mental. By Henry Van Dyke. Cloth, 
253 pages. Published at $1.25. Offered 
at 60c., postage 10c.

CROWDING OUT THE CHRIST CHILD
By 8. D. Gordon. Art paper. Envelope 

Series. Published at 35c. Special, 16c. 
each or $1.60 per dos., postpaid.

THE RECALL OF LOVE
By Ralph Connor. Art paper. Published 

at 25c. Special, 10c. each, postage 2c.
THE LOST CHRIST

By Gipsy Smith. Art paper. Published at
35c. Special, 16c. each, or $1.60 per 
doz., postpaid.

Upper Canada Tract Society
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tailed an account of just how an aviator be
comes an aviator, and then a fighting aviator, 
as in this brilliant young American’s book. 
The story of his adventures on the battle 
front, when he had become a fighting aviator, 
and those of his brave comrades, together 
with the magnificent half-tone illustrations, 
complete what, even in the flood of War books 
which is on us just now, is an arresting and 
very well worth while volume.

Bishop Luther B. Wilson the Methodist 
Episcopal Church North, was in France, Italy 
and England last year on the invitation of the 
Y.M.C.A. He is once more across the seas 
on an important mission for his country in 
connection with the War. His little book, 
America-Here and Over There (The Abingdon 
Press, New York and Cincinnati, 107 pages, 
with full page portrait of the writer, 75c. net) 
contains public addresses delivered in the 
interval between his two errands across the 
seas. The addresses are to Americans, about 
the Americans, but contain a good deal that 
is of interest to us as Allies in the great quest 
to secure the world's freedom. The Bishop 
takes no uncertain ground as to how this is 
to be done. “1 shall never forget,” he says, 
“how General Pershing, when 1 asked him, 
‘ What shall I say to America when I ,etum? ’ ” 
“When you return to America,” he replied, 
“say to America that it is a great heresy to 
believe that Germany cannot be beaten. Say 
to America, Germany can be beaten, Germany 
must be beaten, and Germany will be beaten.’ 
That is what we here in Canada have believed 
ever since the 4th of ..ugust, 1914, and have 
tried to live up to, and we are of the same 
mind still.

In Philosophy and the War, by Ralph 
Tyler Flewelhng (The Abingdon Press, New 
York and Cincinnati, 74 pages, 60c. net), we 
have a brief but vigorous and convincing 
arraignment of the German philosophy which 
had so much to do with plunging the world 
into the present terrific conflict. The same 
publishers send us The Abingdon War-Food 
Book (58 pages, 25c. net). It was a happy 
thought to incorporate in this little volume 
John Wesley’s Thoughts on the Present Scar
city of Provisions, find printed in 1773. In 
a Foreword by Mr. Herbert Hoover and an 
Introduction by Mr. Vernon Kellogg, it is 
pointed out that the present food situation is 
even more serious than in Wesley’s time and 
can be met only by increasing production to 
the greatest possible extent and exercising 
the utmost economy in the use of food. These 
various exhortations, so timely and so urgent, 
are followed by about twenty-five pages of 
War Time Recipes and Menus, by Charlotte 
Hepburn Ormond. Altogether, this is an in
teresting and useful little book.

No one who is familiar with G. K Chester, 
ton’s writings, will expect, notwithstanding its 
title, A Short History of England, to find in 
this latest book of his, a connected and de
tailed narrative. Gilbert Chesterton is not 
that sort of man. He is an essay wri r, 
rather than historian, and indeed styles his 
book “a popular essay in English history." 
The book is not the less, but rather the more 
interesting, on this account. It is written 
frankly from the people’s standpoint, and has 
plain things to say of the wrongheadednew of 
professedly “ popular” histories of the English 
lieople, which the author declares are “nearly 
without exception wiitten against the people ; 
and in them the populace is either ignored or 
elaborately proved to be in the wrong." 
Chapter titles, such as : The Meaning of 
Merry England, The War of the Usurpers, 
The Rebellion of the Rich, Autocracy and the 
Discontents, give a clue to what the reader 
may expert. Chesterton is a Radical and r. 
Roman Catholic, and something of a literary 
swashbuckler. From all of which the pro
spective reader may estimate that he will find 
much that is novel and entertaining, and also 
much which, on account of the unusual equip
ment and point of view of the writer, is of 
value to those who want more fully to know 
England as she really has been and is. (Mc
Clelland, Goodchild and Stewart, Toronto, 
284 pages, $1.50 net.)

If Edwin L. Earp’s new book, The Rural 
Church Serving the Community (Abingdon 
Press. New York and Cincinnati, 144 pages, 
75c. net), is more a tabulation of plans and 
methods than an extended discussion of the 
rural problem, it is because its predecessor, 
The Rural Church Movement, by the same 
well informed writer, covered this portion of 
the ground. The present volume shows 
chiefly how what ought to be done is to be 
done. The point of emphasis is that the 
rural church should stand for “service for the 
community and the spiritualizing of all the 
necessary and life-giving activities of the 
people of the country side ; the country 
churches must be . . a social centre for the 
life of the community as a whole . . through 
its programme of work us well as of worship." 
The conservation of boy life in ihc open coun
try forms the subject of an important chapter 
Other chapters are Economic Prosperity, The 
Basis of a Vigorous Community Church Life, 
The Overhead Organization of the Country 
Church, The Training of Rural Ministers. 
Country life is very rapidly changing, and La, 
indeed, very greatly changed, and it is a ques
tion, not alone for ministers or chui-h authi.'- 
itiee, but for all who live in the country, how 
in these changed and changing conditions, 
the spiritual lue of the community is to be 
kept on a high level, and its spiritual forces
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“ All Canadian ” ENTERTAINMENT SERIES
Patriotic Plays, Drills, Recitations and Exercises

REAL CANADIAN ENTERTAINMENTS FOR ALL CANADIAN SCHOOLS

26 cents 

26 cents 

26 cents

By Idith Leleai Groves
A PATRIOTIC AUCTION (ISIS)

A jolly little Patriotic Drama for eight characters,—five girls and three boys.
CANADA CALLS (1216) u . L L

This is a Patriotic Play dealing with the present moment.
A SPRING FANTASY (ISIS)

Children of all sises may take part and as many as the stage will accommodate.
SANTA CLAUS AND THE MAGIC CARPET ; or a Conspiracy Against Santa Claus :

A Christmas Comedy 26 cents
A Comedy in which from twenty to forty girls and from four to twelve boys can take part.

BRITANNIA x A t , _ , 26 cents
From twenty to twenty-four girls or boys may take part in this play.

THE WOOING OF MISS CANADA 26 cents
This play is arranged for from fifteen to twenty-five girls and four boys.

THE WAR ON THE WESTERN FRONT 26 cents
Twenty-one girls and one boy take part in this play, although it is quite elastic and twice 

that number may be used if they are available
THE KEY OF JACK CANUCK S TREASURE HOUSE 26 cents

About twenty girls and as many boys may take part in this play, more if there be room.
THE MAKING OF CANADA’S FLAG 26 cents

A play for ten gins and from twenty to twenty-four boys.
A CANADIAN FAIRY TALE 26 cents

For about sixteen girls and the »ame number of boys.
GRAND MARCH WITH FLAGS 16 cents

This is a march for twenty-four girls. They may be dressed in military costume or in 
simple white dresses with red, white and blue sashes.

CANADA, OUR HOMELAND IS cents
A distinctly Canadian exercise. Twelve children, either boys or girls take part. Time : 

about ten minutes.
PRIMARY PIECES (ISIS) , , 26 cents

This is a collection of recitations and dialogues suitable for the very tiny ones.
THE SOLDIERS OF THE SOIL AND THE FARMERETTES : A Dramatic Drill (1918) 26 cents

This lit ule Exercise, or'Playlet, or Drill, is something entirely new.
SALUTING THE CANADIAN FLAG 16 cents

Any number of boys or girls up to twenty-five may take part in this great patriotic exercise.
No special costuming is required.

FANCY FLAG DRILL, RULE BRITANNIA
Flag Drill for nine girls.

FANCY FLAG DRILL—WE’LL FIGHT FOR THE GRAND OLD FLAG
Sixteen or twenty-four girls take part in this drill.

HOLLY DRILL .
Drill for fourteen girls.

HOW THE FAIRIES CHOSE THEIR QUEEN
This is a dainty little Fairy Play for the wee ones.

PATRIOTIC SCARF DRILL
This is a Drill arranged for twenty-seven girls.

By Elspeth Moray
THE FESTIVAL OF THE WHEAT, or How a Loaf or Bread Grew (1918) ____

A very bright play for ten to twenty boys and girls from six to ten years of age. The 
costumes may be very simple and represent a blacksmith, farmer, miller, reaper, baker, etc. 

MONTHS : THE DREAM OF THE MONTHS : A New Year's Pageant (1918) 26 cents
This is a grand play for from twenty-five to sixty-five boys and girls from six to fourteen 

years of age. It gives a picture of the months and seasons of the year. Time : one hour.
By James B. MacDougall

MISS CANADA'S RECEPTION • 26 cents
This “smart little play," as an educationist high in Departmental circles put it.

THE GIRL GUIDES, by Marjorie Mountain Jarvis 26 cents
A play illustrating the workings and laws of the Girl Guides.

THE SCHOOL FAIR, by Allegra Cronk (ISIS) 26 cents
A play illustrating a children’s School Fair with boys representing different vegetables and 

girls as Spirits of the Rain, South Wind, etc. Time—dOne hour or upwards according to the 
length of the drills used. Costumes—boys in ordinary clothes with baskets of vegetables 
bearing large prise tickets ; girls in white dresses, 8 boys and 8 girls take part. A very 
bright and amusing play.

BEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE LIST

McClelland, goodchild <b, stewart, Limited
266-268 King St. West, Toronto

16 cents

16 cents

16 cents 

16 cents

16 cents

26 cents
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M
It’s Not Too Soon

ORE than ever, this year Christmas Cards and Folders will be 
used to convey the spirit of the day and season.

It’s not too soon to order the “Thrift Line” Christmas folders. 
Time flies—it’s a habit time has, and the days before December 25th 
will slip away like magic—so order early.

“THRIFT LINE" CHRISTMAS FOLDERS

Group No. I is Biblical, with 
exquisite little scenes of the East, 
beautifully reproduced in colors and 
embossed on fine, heavy-coated 
stock. The messages too, convey 
the real Christmas spirit. Here is 
one in part:

" How happy I am that God has given 
me dear friends like you, to remember 
and to be remembered by on Christmas 
Day. 1 wish you every happiness.'*

1 1

No. 1—4 dosions. Size 3^ *2M 
10 to package, with envelopes.

No 2—Five designs. Size 3^ x 2H 
10 to package, with envelopes.

DAINTY and good-looking 
also, this Group No. 2 

is made up of delightful, 
refined little Christmas 
sketches. Splendidly repro
duced in colors and embossed 
on fine, heavy-coated stock. 
One of the messages :

“ That which is best I wish you 
That which will make this day 

Your happiest, merriest Christmas 
In every possible way."

Just 25c. per package, postpaid
IT PAYS TO ORDER EARLY

Tfreatiqteriûtt IfctMicaitOttS
TJjWsîwftehiffijit

af HpiMkdMsm cffSw
Slrareli m

CHURCH AND GERHARD STREETS.TORONTO

T tease mention The Teachers Monthly when writing to advertisers
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jtart Nowr/OU can increase your teach
ing ability and therefore 
your power for good by read

ing the books of the New 
Standard Teacher Training 
Course.

Simply written—so easily 
understood. Each writer is a 
specialist in his subject. 
first year—

The Pupil 
The Teacher
The Teacher’e Study of the 

Life of Christ 
The School 

SECOND YEAR—
Teaching Values of the Old 

Testament
Teaching Values of the New 

Testament (Acts, Epistles 
and Revelation)

The Programme of the Chris
tian Religion.

Training the Devotional Life
Recommended by the S.S. end Y.P.S. Board

Pries, 20c. each, postpaid
Presbyterian Publications

The Board of Publication of the 
Presbyterian Church In Canada 

Church A Oerrard Sts. Toronto

%anterm and 
lantern iflidea

Our Exclusive Business

supply lanterns to 
” our Churches and 

Sunday Schools at lowest 
prices.

Victor lanterns always 
in stock.

Catalogue and rental 
list free on application.

PRESBYTERIAN LANTERN 
SLIDE DEPARTMENT

96 Queen St. East TORONTO

best utilized in active Christian service. Mr. 
Earp’s book will help.

A Salute to th Valiant, by William Valen
tine Kelley (The Methodist Book Concern, 
New York and Cincinnati, 101 pages, 75c. 
net), is a tribute to the heroism and grace, 
which made the room of Frances Ida Graoey. 
a crippled invalid from childhood, a centre of 
attraction to many visitors and a source of 
influence and help that reached .und the 
world. Manv a sufferer may learn from this 
tittle book, that physical infirmity need not 
hinder one’s life from being both happy and 
useful.

treasure house of information bearing on the 
lessons, while the superb maps and illustra
tions,—the volume has four full-page half 
tone pictures and over 125 other illustrations 
—add greatly to the interest and value of the 
exposition. “Peloubet” continues to be a 
help which teachers cannot afford to be with 
out.

A commentary on Sunday School lessons 
which, on its title page is able to announce its 
appearance in a “forty-fifth annual volume ” 
gives convincing proof of its value to teachers 
of those lessons. This announcement is made 
regarding Peloubet’s Select Notes on the 
Internationsl Sunday School Lessons : Im
proved Uniform Series ; Course for 1919, by 
Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D.. and Amos R. 
Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. (W. A. Wilde Company, 
Boston and Chicago, 374 pages, SI.35 post-

eid). All the familiar features of this well- 
own and widely used Lesson Help are, in 
the present issue, kept up to the high standard 

of former years. The letter press is a veritable

A tiny volume, but a most interesting and 
likely to be an influential, one is American 
Tithers, by James L. Sayler (The Methodist 
Book Concern, New York and Cincinnati. 
For it is an authentic account, checked off by 
three pages of bibliographic references, of 
great givers, who believed in, and, what is 
more to the point, practised tithing, the sys
tematic setting apart and giving away of at 
least one-tenth of their income. There are 
five chapters, covering as many classes, 
Bankers, Manufacturers, Merchants, Pro
fessional men, and Leaders in Industry ; but 
the testimony in each case is the same—tith
ing is a joy, it results in larger givings, and 
adoption leads to greater business success. 
The instances are of varying nationalities, as 
well as occupations, and we find amongst a 
considerable number of well-known United 
States people, such as Jacob Schiff and 
Huvler of candy fame, and Colgate of soaps 
ana perfumes, and Kennedy, and Baldwin

■■
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and Converse, the to us more familiar names 
of William Ewart Gladstone, and the late 
Senator and merchant-prince, John Mac
donald, of Toronto, and the late Robert 
Hamilton, the great lumber merchant of 
Quebec. We can hardly imagine any forty- 
eight pages as more likely to be useful in the 
continent-wide Forward Movements now on 
foot, than this unpretentious little book.

A very useful book, of 120 pages, for parents 
and Sunday School teachers is Scripture 
Memory Work : A Handbook containing 
Fifty-two Selections with Helps for the 
Leader, by Gerrit Verkuyl, Ph.D., Edu.a- 
tional Superintendent, North Central Dis
trict, Presbyterian Board of Publication and 
Sabbath School Work (U.S., North). The 
passages are carefully selected and classified. 
The “Helps for Leaders," consist of sugges
tions as to methods of making the work of 
memorizing scripture easy and interesting to 
bovs and girls of the "memory" age. The 
publishers are Fleming 11. Revell Company, 
New York, and the price is 75c. net.

The plan of The Supreme Gospel : A 
Study of the Epistle to the Hebrews, by Hugh 
Thomson Kerr, D.D. (The Woman's Press, 
New York, 179 pages, cloth, $1.00, paper, 
75c. net), is very simple. It consists of ten

R. 1918

studies, each dealing with a section of the 
epistle. The arrangement is admirable for 
class study. As to the material of the book 
it consists of expositions which bear the mark 
of thoroughgoing scholarship and wide study 
\ hile, at the same time, they have the charm 
of the utmost simplicity and clearness. Dr. 
Kerr is a Canadian, who occupies an impor
tant and influential position as minister of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh 
Pa., and is well known as a writer of expose 
tory books. To those seeking an interesting 
guide to the meaning and messages of He
brews, the present volume is cordially recom
mended.

The title. Stories for Every Holiday, by 
Carolyn Sherwin Bailey (The Abingdon 
Press, New York and Cincinnati, 277 pages. 
$1.25 net) tells its own talc. There is brisk 
story for each of twenty annual holidays, 
some of which, like Lincoln's Birthday, Wash
ington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, are peculiar 
to our cousins south of the line, but the major 
number, as, for instance, Labor Day, Christ
mas Day, New Year's Day, April Fool Day, 
Mother’s Day, are universal. It should be 
a welcome book in homes where there an 
growing boys and girls, and to 'eachers, day 
school or Sunday School, of these same story 
lovers.

ÀttbrnuB
CanabaEovonto

A RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHOOL

FOR BOYS
Temporarily situated in the New Knox College Buildings on the 
University Lawn and St. George Street
Upper and Lower School with Separate Residences. Boys pre
pared for the Universities, the Royal Military College and Busmess.

CALENDAR SENT ON APPLICATION

REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., LL.D., HEADMASTER



Some Changes
OUR Uniform Lesson Quarterlies and Leaflets commencing January 

March, 1919, quarter, will be improved greatly and added to.
A new JUNIOR QUARTERLY and LEAFLET, for ages 9,

10 and 11, will be added to the present series; the new 
PRIMARY QUARTERLY and LEAFLET, printed in larger type • 
and containing pictures for Hand Work, will meet the needs of 
boys and girls up to 8 years. ThS new features in them will 
appeal strongly to the little ones.

You will be delighted with the changes ; they make our 
Series of Uniform Lessons much more complete.

SEND FOR SAMPLE COPIES

UWslniierian îfabltcafione

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO
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The “Ml 'Canadian” 

Entertainment Series
Patriotic Drills, Plays and Exercises

Sixteen Canadian Plays Nine CanadNine Canadian Drills

Y
OU will welcome this select “ Ail Canadian " Entertainment Series. It will 

fill a long-felt want because it is designed to meet the needs of teachers 
of all grades and classes—Public School, High School and Sunday

School.
The splendid large assortment comprises plays and drills for large and 

small schools, elaborate or simple costuming. All are intensely patriotic.
Drirac • PLAYS, 25c. each, postpaidrilVCS. 1)1» I I I C |Sr h nn.lnni,• DRILLS, 15c. each, postpaid

See our 1919 Catalogue for full description

Çtcsbpterian ÇublicationB
THE HIMRD OF PUBLICATION OP THE 
PUB* BYTE RIAN CHURCH IN CANADA

Church * Gerrerd Bu Toronte

F tom* mention " The Teechers Monthly " when writin* edpertleen
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MADE IN CANADA

MAGIC
IAKING POWDER

CONTAINS NO ALUM

Makôee pure,delicious, healthful biscuits, 
cakes and pastry. It is the only well- 

known strictly high class baking powder 
made in Canada, selling at a medium price. 

Read the label

E.W.GILLETT COMPANY LIMITED
WINNIPEG

TORONtO, ONT.
MONTREAL

THAT LESSON CARTOON
tutu set it whole continent of Sunday-School people tot dking about it and watching for 
it every week. A brilliant Chicago ncwspnjter cartoonist, E. J. Pace, was “captured" 
by Christ, lias serverl in the mission field, anil now is yielding his life and |>eii utterly 
to The 1-onl in I hr tit >st remarkable cartoons ev r published in the

IMPROVED UNIFORM LESSONS
of the international series, whieh are grad (S I for different ages while binding the school 
and home together in Bible Study.

And now comes also THE LITTLE JETTS
who give their fascinating picture-talk every week on the same lessons. A whole lesson 
can be taught from the cartoon ; and the Little Jette then add their novel touch. 

These are but two of a dozen unusual lpsson help features in one department of

®jc«§wiiian Spiral Suits
The licst thing about tins every-we< k interdenominational journal fot adults in 

Bible Study and Teaching, Sunday-Sehool management ml the 
Christian Life and Service, is that it stand* l|,r the 

8 " — whole Bible as the infallible Word ef bud,
cQUaINtÎT—--  and the shed blood of Jesus as die

Orprl''—-,  onlv way of Salvation.
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Times for 8 weeks to

Apprfss «
Please mention " The Teachers Monthly ” when writing advertisers


