JOHN WESLEY,
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§ CONCENTRATION

Of TIME, TALENT and MONEY
has made our School worthy of the
liberal patronage of over 700 mem-
bers annually, which it enjoys.
The best of it is that no graduate,
to our present knowledge, is out of
agood position. Enter any time.

cotlEnE YINGE AND GERRARD

878., TORONTO
Astrong school. Fine equipment.
Ten regular teachers. Good re-
sults, Write for circulars,

W. H. SHAW - -

Principal

ALBERT COLLEGE “:"

Business School Founded 1877,

Practical and thorough. Five complete courses, Many
raduates occupying important places as book-keepers
u.ui shorthand reporters,
$37.00 pays board, room, tuition, electric light, use of
ymnasium and baths, all but books and laundry, ete., for
0 weeks—longer time at same rate. reduction
to ministers, or to two or more entering at the same I.Ime
lmm -lnn.-nllm") 0:‘||lwe A up:;ldlu l“iﬂt‘k l.e
a0 ex| nman, and a b
hlnl“n (vnlunl':l. Loy T ‘)
department l‘.)_lll. in the 'Mk 'l'h high
of the College h n ;umnm of thoroughness.
Catalogue wi imen A hl FREE,
Address, I‘IHN(. PAL l)VlL

s D.D., Bel lt\llla Ont.

Great Ea;t::'i Lyceum
Bureau, Limited.

CARY W. HARTMAN, Manacen,
New York. Cincinnatl. Detroit. Montreal. Toronto.

WE furnish nine-tenths of the Lyceum
attractions of Canada. Here is a par-
tial list of talent :

The l?nlittn ‘Woman's Oroheltn.
0

gers Grllloy numu-.

Ernest Gamble Coheors ¢
Eugene Pngu Unneert Company.

stal, Palace Cancert Company.

¥
Boston Dl‘mltln \lllllﬂl Llub.
The jfu“nl’ Musical Club.

s Macy.
L. Gordon,
Louls Spencer Danfels.
mund Vance Cook
Edward P, Fllloﬂ
The Enoe
T

Augyatus Howell

Hoyte L ‘Conary.
n Wood, ¥

rden Compan

Mendelsso '{l'l

'Tyrolean Yodlors:
Moss Hllllllbnr‘!'r.

The Swedish Ladles' Quartette.
A lert Armstr

ﬂnnn “ul'l)nll&ll'
i tar Brown, Tenor.
0. Spe

n-hul (inrrnn. Organist.
Eva Knight, and others.

" We ~rll l/mlrltth[x l/',/uu uﬂnl us to.”

'lln Great Eastern Lyceum lumu

LmIT
Temple Buitding, "™ =° . roRONTO

Write us for particulars.

LL supplies for EPWORTH LEAGUES, Consti.
tutions, Topic and Pledge Cards, Manuals,
Leaflets, ete., can be obtained at Methodist
Book Room, Toronto, Montreal and Halifax,
8end for descriptive list,

A Quiet Place.

A lady, who belonged all the year
round to the leisure class, told the min-
ister that she was looking for a quiet
place to spend her vacation, one wheie
everything would be new to her, and
where ghe wouldn't see many peop.e.
Perhaps it was only natural that he sug-
ges‘ea tha mid-week prayer-meeiing.

The Best Recreation,

The best recreation is a good time. It
consists in freedom from cares and
worries, and in doing the things you
like to do. You cannot find rest and re-
cuperation by sitting under an apple-tree
in the country with nothing to do, unless
that is the kind of thing you particularly
enjoy. The first and last requisite of a
good vacation is enjoyment.—Watchman.

What Should She Do?

A little maid, with a social nature, was
anxious to come into the parlor when her
mother’s friends arrived. Finally mam-
ma said :

* You may come in when the ladies are
here, if you can be quiet, and remember
that little girls should be seen, not
heard.”

The little one pondered for a momunt
and then asked : “ But, mamma, what
shall 1 do with the mouthful of words
I've got ?"—Christian Register.

A Pmodoul Youtb.

A popular Boston ducmr tells this story
of his active nine-year-old boy. Not
long ago his teacher kept him after
school, and had a serious talk with him.
Finally she said :

*1 certainly shall have to ask your
father to come and see me.”

* Don't you do it,” said the boy.

The teacher thought she had made an
impression.

“Yes,"” she repeated, “ I must send for
your father.”

* You better not,” sald the boy.

“ Why not ?" inquired the teacher.

“*Cause he charges $3.00 a visit.”

Little Mary’s Question.

A good story is told of the Bishop of
Atlanta, Georgia. He recently addressed
a large assembly of Sunday-school chil-
dren, and wound up by asking in a very
paternal and condescending way, “ And
now, is there a-an-y little boy or a-an-y
little girl who would like to ask me a
question ?* A little shrill voice called
out, “ Please, sir, why did the angels
walk up and down Jacob's ladder when
they had wings ?” * Oh, ah, yes—I see,”
said the bishop, “and now, is there
a-an-y little boy or a-an-y little girl who
would like to answer little Mary's ques-
tion ?"

At the first meeting of the new Com-
pany, the Manufacturers and Temperance

| and General Life Assurance Company,

the report presented by Mr. Junkin, the
Mnnnglng Director, showed that the total

in force to over
Twenty-six millions of Dollars, a gain of
nearly One Million in six months.

The applications recelved during the
same time amounted to over Three Mil-
lions, more than one-third greater than
the two Companies working separately
received in the same period last year.

That the wisdom of the Amalgamation
of the two Companies should be shown,
thus early is both surprising and gratify-
ing, and demonstrates the strength of the
new organization,
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THE BEST COMPANY
FOR THE BEST RISKS

Che Manufacturers and
Cemperance and General
Cife Assurance €o'y
YN0
Business in force over
$26,000,000.00

Total Assets about

#3,500,000.00
FED

HON. G. W. ROSS, - President
J. F. JUNKIN, Managing Director

SEPARATE CLASSIFICATION
FOR TOTAL ABSTAINERS

For Summer
Reading

WE have quite a number of sets
of the

Epworth League Readlng

Course
Which we would like to dispose of at
once. Many Leagues which were pre-
vented from taking up the Reading
Course last fall, on account of evangelistic
services, might advantageously conduct a
Summer Circle.

A large number of young people have
been helped and inspired during the past
winter, but a much larger number have
not been reached. If you cannot form a
Circle in your League, get the Course for
your own reading.

Four First-Class Books
Containing 1,300 pages of instructive and
interesting matter, beautifully illustrated.
Regular price, $4.60.

Special price to Epworth Leaguers and
their friends, $2.00 postpaid.

No such value can be found upon the
book market anywhere.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO,

C. W. COATES, MoxTREAL,
8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax,
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A. C. CREWS, Editor. ‘

EMANCIPATION,

[A most pathetic interest attaches to the
following heautiful poem by Dr. Maltbie D,
He read it, at the close of an e say
on *“ Death as Represented in the Poets,” be.
fore the Chi Alpha Nociety, at a mecting which
he attended just hefore sailing on the ill-fated
voyage |

Why be afraid of death as though your
life were breath ?

Death but anoints your eyes with clay,
0, glad surprise !

Why should you be forlorn ! Death only
husks the corn,

Why should you fear to meet the Thresher
of the wheat 1

Is sleep a thing to dread ?
you are dead

Till you awake and rise, here, or beyond
the skies,

Yet sleeping,

Why should it be a wrench to leave your
wooden bench !

Why not with happy shout run home
when school is out !

The dear ones left behind—0 foolish one
and blind,

A day, and you will meet—a night, and
you will greet.

This is the death of Death, to breathe
away a breath

And know the end of strife, and taste the
deathless life,

And joy without a fear, and smile with-
out a tear ;

And work, nor care to rest, and find the
last the best,

The Outside Man. — Rev, F, B,
Meyer, in speaking of open air meetings,
advises the speaker to fix his eye on the
man who is on the outskirts of the erowd
and begin to talk to him. If he is inter-
ested everybody else will be, This is
good counsel for all who have charge of
religious services either inside or out,
Very often the good things uttered by
those who speak are entirely inaudible to
all except toafew who oceupy the front
seats,

L

The Wesley Portraits.—Much has
Leen said recently concerning the famous
Wesley portraits which have been se-
cured iv)y the Toronto Social Union. They
are worthy of all the praise which has
been accorded them. It is doubtful if
finer pictures of the Wesley= ~xist any-
where in the world. As many of our

readers pay this paper the compliment
of preserving it, we have

given our first

— e

S

TORONTO,

AUGUST,

901,

page this month to the portrait of John

esley, even though it may have been
published in nearly all our other Metho-
dist papers. The picture represents our
illustrious founder as a man of intellect,
culture and spirituality,

bd

The Pan-American. —The Pan
American Exhibition at Buffalo is now in
the full glory of completeness. Canadians
will find much to interest them in the
various departments, and they have no
reason to feel at all ashamed of the ex-
hibits made by their own country. Per-
haps the most”attractive features of the
exposition are the art gallery, the Gov-
ernment exhibit, and the electrical dis-
play. What is known as the Midway "
is & motly collection of shows which will
attract many dimes from the pockets of
visitors. Most of them are fakes, and
are not at all worth the price of admission,
About the best things in the lot are the
Esquimaux and Indian villages, which
have some educational value, They pre-
sent a very accurate picture of how these
people live, work and amuse themselves,

Sunday School
# « Rally Day

Sunday, September 29th, 1901

Bicycle Tours.—The Young Pe ple's
societies of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church in England do not *ghut up
shop " during the summer months by any
means, but plan to do much aggressive
work.  One of their lest methods is con-
ducting bicycling tours, and holding
open air services with a view to bringing
the gospel within hearing of those who
frequent no place of worship. Would it
not be a splendid plan if our district
officers could arrange for a week or two
to spend on their wheels visiting the
Leagues within the bounds of the dis.
trict. Strong town societies might wonder-
fully stimulate weaker Leagues in the
neighborhood by giving them a call dur-
ing the summer.

L]

A Fine Organization.—The Young
Men’s Christian Association has just cele.
brated its fiftieth anniversary by a great
Jubilee Convention in Boston. The or-
ganization has grown steadily until there
are now 1,439 Associations in the United
States and Canadw, with 255,000 mem-
bers.  Splendid buildings have been

ties, and
great good has been done in ministering
to the physical, intellectual and spiritual

erected in most of the large

needs of young men. It would be a good
thing if Mr. Carnegie or some one like
him could be induced to help this splendid
work by a few millions,

kg

A Fine Motto. The Young Men’s
Christian  Association has for its motto
the words “Body, Mind and Soul,”
indicating its threefold purpose. It seeks
to develop the physical nature with its
gymnasium, baths, ete, to culture the
intellect with study classes; and above
all to nourish the spiritual nature with
its religious services and opportunities
for Christian work. This is a most
happy combination, which asfar as possible
the Epworth League should also follow,
The iureal man is he in whom there is the
symmetrical development of brawn, brain
and heart. The man who cultivates only
one of these is an abnormal being, lack-
ing in pl Let us b
that the gospel is intended to save the
whole man, that all his powers may be
consecrated to Christ.

L d

Fed by the Gulls.—P. T. Barnum
never uttered a truer sentence than when
he said that “the people like to be hum-
bugged.” No matter how arrant the
fraud, it is sure to have its adherents,
The biggest humbug of the day, “br”
Dowie, of Chicago, continues to delude
the people by hundreds, The climax of
his self-confidence seems to have heen
reached recently, when he declared that
he was Elijab.” The New York Herald
calls attention to one point of difference,
“Elijah was fed Ly the ravens, while Dowie
is fed by the gulls.” This is very well
put, indeed, for the famous mountebank
lives in luxury on the money which has
been handed over to him by his dupes,
As an illustration, the Congregationalist
narrates this incident: “One of his
followers not long since lay dying. Dr.

wie had come to pray with him. The
sick man did not improve. The Doctor
insisted that something had been kept
back, that wll had not been told him.
The man declared that he had told him
all, but finally said that he had forgotten
to speak of his life insurance for $25,000.
‘That is it," said the Doctor ; * I knew
there was something wrong, something
kept back, or my prayers ' ould have
been answered, and you would have been
healed. Transfer this policy to me at
once ; then T will pray for you and you
will recover.”  After conferring with his
wife, also a believer in Dowie, the policy
was signed over to him.  But his prayers
did not avail; the man died and the
widow was left penniless.”
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IN CHINATOWN.

T(} become familiar with the man-
ners and customs of the Chinese,

and to observe their manner of
living, it is not necessary to take a jour
ney to China. One can see and learn
almost as much in the city of San Fran
cisco as in Shanghai. About fifteen
blocks, in the very heart of the great
Pacific Coast city, are given up to the
Celestials, and here they are crowded
together in close proximity. White peo-
ple do not care to live in the neighbor
hood of a Chinaman, so that the pig-tails
have this section entirely to themselves.
The streets fairly swarm with men,
women and children, especially at night,
when everybody spends an hour or two
out of doors,

The usual way of * doing Chinatown ”
is to secure a guide, starting out about
eight o'clock in the evening and finishing
shortly before twelve. The streets pre
sent a stirring appearance.

The most gaudy colors abound on
every side, and unique signs and flaming
Chinese characters are to be seen as part
of the decorations of the buildings,
Chinese lanterns abound ; these are noted
for the variety of their size and hue, and
strangeness of shape. Everything pre-
sents a crowded and stuffy appearance,
and from the alleys, lanes, byways and
cellars pour dense clouds of smoke from
the open fires, where cooking is done.
The odors are as numerous as the doors
you pass, and it is claimed that they are
beyond the power of any connoisseur of
smells to analyze. Another evidence that
you are in Chinatown will be the fearful
noise emanating from some theatre, and
produced by a Chinese orchestra, com-
posed of cymbals, gongs, screeching
fiddles, ete.

The stores are a great source of attrac
tion to most people. These are numer
ous, and contain almost every kind of
goods that is to be found in China. They
are crowded with nick-nacks and notions
of various sorts, und usually are not very
orderly.

The Chinese restaurants are numerous,
and a few of them are quite pretentious
in their architecture and furnishing.
They have large balconies, gaily painted
and gilded, and decorated with great
lanterns and flower urns. The interior
is furnished with expensive materials,
imported from China. The finest carv-
ings in wood and metal are to be seen on
every hand. These are the high-toned
restaurants, where the wealthier class of
Chinese go for great festivals and elabor
ate dinners. There are plenty of cheaper
eating-houses, which are mostly below the
streets, in cellars,

The Chinese are noted for their in
veterate love of gambling. An oppor-
tunity will be afforded you to look in
upon them while they ply this great evil,
either as a business or a pastime. Gam
bling-houses and lotteries are going on
day and night; there being at least
seventy-five such places in Chinatown,
They have various games of chance,
played with cards, dice, dominoes, and
other devices. Their favorite betting-
game is called * Fan-tan,” which to them
is a very fascinating game. They have
eight or nine organized lottery companies.

Through official corruption and the wily
nature of the Chinese, this unlawful
business frequently goes on unmolested.
One whole street in Chinatown is given
over to gambling.

Almost every tourist wisiting China-
town wants to see an opium-joint. This
desire is easily gratified, for opium-dens
are plenty in Chinatown, and many
Chinamen are given over to the terrible
vice of smoking opium. These dens exist

A STREET IN CHINATOWN

both above and below the street. A
visit to one of the subterranean dens of
horror is possible.  After passing through
a dark and narrow alley, you descend a
flight of stairs, pass through a long
narrow hall-way, open a door, and find
yourself in a real opium-joint. Here
will be seen men lying upon bunks, in
different stages of stupefaction and of
physical wreck. Some are still conscious,
while others areobliviousto all about them.

Here can be seen the dried-up, sallow-
colored sots, and the begiuner who is
taking his first lessons in the pace that
kills. These are unwholesome and un
pleasant places to visit, as the air is
heavy with the stupefying fumes of
opium ; no ventilation ever reaches them,
and no light ever penetrates the gloom
except from the flickering flames of a
few opium lamps.

Opium bunks are to be found attached
to every heathen lodging-house, restaur-
ant and store. Business transactions are
discussed over the opium-pipe.

Desiring that the party might witness
the operation of opium smoking our
guide says to a villainous looking China-
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man, “smokee pipee?” “No, no,” he
instantly replied, “ no smokee pipee.” The
guide slipped a dime into the old fellow’s
hand, when presto! a change occurred
that was marveilous. Preparations for
smoking were immediately commenced,
The opium was carefully melted over a
small flame and poured into the small
bowl of the pipe, about one quarter the
size of a thimble,

Just one draw was taken, and the
operation was over.

The Chinese call
their places of wor-
ship *“joss-houses.”
All idols are called
joss”; that is, god.

It is said that

“joss” is a corrup

tion of the Portu-

guese word, dios, or

God. Incense stick

arecalled joss-sticks,

There are eighteen

of these joss-houses

in San Francisco
alone ; but few of
these approach to
anything like an
Oriental pagan tem
ple, and none of
them, judging from
their external ap.
pearance, would be
taken for anything
more than an ordi-
nary house of the

Chinese quarter.

The chambers where

in the deities are en-
+ throned are usually

on the top floor of
the building. The
interior of the house
of worship is fitted
up in accordance
with the custom
that obtains in Chi-
na. The images, or
idols, are made of
wood or plaster, and
, seldom number less
than three, and fre-
quently they number from six to twelve,
The principal images in these temples re-
present ““ The God of the Sombre Heav
ens,” “The God of War,” “The, God of
Medicine,” “ The God of Wealth.”

The temples are fitted out with all the
paraphernalia of heathen worship. The
decorations are profuse, costly, and ele-
gant. The principal decorations are gilded
wood carvings, elaborate and costly in
cense urns, gaudy paper-flowers, made by
women in China, beaded silken tassels,
ehonized panels, and beautiful silk ban
ners. The gilded wood carvings have
been executed with wonderful skill, and
they represent scenes from Chinese his-
tery and mythology.

Missionary work among these people
is being carried on by various denomina-
tions, Christian schools and churches
have been established, and quite a num
ber have been won to Christ,

Tuere is a Sunday conscience as well
as a Sunday coat; and those who make
religion a secondary concern put the
coat and conscience carefully by to put
on only once a week.— Dickens.
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE
CHURCH.

EVER in the history of the Church
have there been such opportunities
offered young people to render

themselves greatly useful in the further-
ance of the kingdom, as at the present
day. This is an era especially apprecia
tive of the courage, enthusiasm an alue
of youth. Young men are, on every
hand, accorded positions of importance in
almost every walk in life-
in the professions, in commerce, and in
public administration Everywhere the
young person is receiving recognition and
advancement,

To-day the Church also calls for the
services of the young. She can make
valuable use of them if they will but
proffer themselves. They are essential to
her in these days of ‘the crowning of
youth with honor, and ev Y young man
and woman should be found actively
engaged in her service,

A stranger recently entered the mayor's
office of a well-known Eastern city, and
seeing a young man sitting at a desk
hard at work, remarked ;: My young
friend, can you tell me when 1 will
find the mayor in?” “Well,” was the
reply, “he’s very busy just now, but if
you will call to-morrow morning at nine
o'clock, I think he will be able to see
you” On the morrow the stranger
returned, to find the same young man
sitting there as before. *Well, my boy,”
he asked again, “ will the mayor be able
to see me now!” “Yes” was the
courteous reply, “he will. 1 am he!”

Our mistake in the past has been,
much too often, that of the thoughtless
visitor in regard to the young mayor.
We have allowed ourselves to fall into
the habit of undervaluing and underrating
youth under all circumstances, and dele
gating it to a place of little or minor
consequence as a matter of course, with.
out stopping to investigate as to the real
me of the case. But, fortunately,
that day is past, and we have come to see
that the young man and young woman
are endued with powers and capabilities
which should be recogr We see
that worth must pass at its face value,
whether in young or old. The present
spirit of trust and confidence in the
powers of the young is a splendid feature
of the present age, and bodes great good
for the future.

The young are wanted in the Church.
They should not delay to make the most
of the opportunity here opening to them.
—Zion's Hercld,

in business,
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COURTESY TO THE AGED,

L/ H, father, don't! I have seen that
all are properly helped.” The old
man thus reproved replaced the

butter dish upon the tea table, while a

pained look settled about his silent lips.

But he so wanted to be helpful that

presently he laid hold of the cake plate

and would have set it in circulation,
“Oh, father, don’t! No one is ready
for that yet; do leave me to attend to
things.”
Reluctantly the trembling hand re-

leased its hold. It was very hard to find
himself of no use anywhere

“T thought they might be ready,” he
murmured, with a deprecatory glance
toward the daughter, who sat straight
and solemn with a frown of displeasure
wrinkling her brow. Tt annoyed her to
have Ler father show himself so far behind
the times in methods of table service ; to
have him, despite her oft repeated instruc
tions and admonitions, relapse into the
simple, unconventional ways of a long
outgrown age. It fretted her to have
him vary in the slightest degree from the
latest established modes of etiquette
She failed to realize that he was her
most deserving heaven-sent guest ; that

his harmless deviations should be endured
and condoned rather than sharply re
buked.

An aged tree cannot be bent like a
tender sapling. 1Its eccentricities of
growth must now be tolerated. T¢ 3
with its infirmities, its loneliness, its
many deprivatiins, should be allowed all
the privileges and exemptions we would
aceord a most revered guest. The most
comfortable seat in the cosiest corner
belong to it ; the softest bed in the most

ze,
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A TEST AND USE OF LITERATURE

PROFESSOR in a prominent Wes
tern university, who bears an hon
ored name among creators and erit

icsof literature, receivedahearty testimony
to the inspiring power of his work from a
pastor in a far-away nook. “ It has been
my custom for years,” he added, * to read
aloud some stirring piece of writing before
going before the public to do e clempore
speaking, this as a stimulus to imagina.
tion, feeling, and fluency of language.”
Nor is it by any means an infrequent
practice among literary men to feed their
souls with Slakespeare, Spenser, Goethe,
or Browning before consciously beginning

the work of composition. Emotion does
not, of course, come with the mere me
chanical attitude, but must always
respond to the stimulus of high thoughts ;
and the man who seeks to express truth
in noble language must be able to expe
rience ready fellowship with those who
have succeeded in ** holding the mirror up
to nature.”

There is a lesson here for Christians
vho neglect the ve
inspiration in wel

y source and pulse of

doing—the word ot

AN OPIUM DEN, CHINATOWN,

desirable sleeping-room should persuade
slumber to its eyelids. The food the
aged one most craves should oftenest coax
his declining appetite. So wany tempests
of sorrow have racked him, so many life
battles have scarred him, that he has
earned respite and repsse. Turn to the
aged only the sunny side of your nature,
The country is yet uncivilized that does
not try to pluck every possible thorn from
the pathway of age ; the heart is yet un-
regenerate that does not strive to make its
rough places smooth.—Congregationalist,

God.  Rightly used and apprehended,
that word does not return unto Him void
Baptist Union.

Tue inner growth of a Christian should
be continuous. The renewal is said to be
“day by day.” We should count the
day lost which records no victory over
some fault or secret sin, no new gain in
self-discipline, in the culture of the spirit,
no enlargement in the power of s ing,
no added features of likeness to the
Master.—J. R. Miller.
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Addresses of Canadian Speakers

At the San Francisco Epworth League
Convention, July 18-21.

8 itis quite impossible for us to pub
lish all the addresses delivered at the
San Franeisco Convention, we have
decided to print a digest of the addresses
delivered by our Canadian representa
tives, or as many of them as we have
been able to secure, helieving that they
will be of greater interest to our readers
than the speeches of those with whom
thev are unacquainted
There were three places of meeting,
rogrammes were conducted

and three |

among the names which shine the bright
est on the bede-roll of Methodistic fame
in our country are those of Dunham and
Ruter and Bangs and Black and Free
born Garretson, the latter of whom, sir,
you will remember was converted on
horseback, and our Methodism has been
on the go or the gallop ever since. I do
not indulge in anything like poetic
license when | say that these old saddle
bag preachers who crossed the line,
together with their successors, did more
to lay the moral foundations of our
country than any other agency. The
dust of many of those American pioneer
preachers sleeps in many an unmarked
grave, but some of them deserve a ceno
taph in Westminster Abbey
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tories upon their knees. But it was such
preaching and praying that gave us a
Christian Canada, so that the bond
that binds our hearts to your great
Methodist Church is one that can never
be hroken

And, sir, in Canada we are constantly
reminded that all your great men are not
dead. We had evidence to that effect, if
such were needed, at the last Interna.
tional Convention of Epworth Leagues
which met in Toronto, when you sent to
us some of the best speakers that ever
spoke from a Canadian platform.

But what is the good of the Epworth
League, any way! What is the good?
Why, sir, the significance of this move-
ment is deeper far than many can see,

A BIG MEETING AT THE MECHANICS' PAVILION, S8AN FRANCISCO.

simultaneously, in the Mechanies’ Pavil
ion, the Alhambra Theatre, and the
Metropolitan Temple. The accompany
ing illustration will give some idea of the

appearance of the Mechanics’ Pavilion,

where the big meetings were held

Rev. Dr. Henderson’s Response to the
Address of Welcome.

I am reminded today of our great
obligation to you for that which has made
us largely what we are. It was from
you, sir, we got much of our Methodism,
Your adventurous William Losee was
the Morning Star of the Methodist
Church in the wilds of Canada. And

They were mighty men. They were
not all college-bred, but they were the
men who knew how to reach the hearts
of our people and struck at the evils of
their times as with the strokes of a sledge
hammer. Yes, they were gre.t men.
spiritual
peerage. It is true they lacked the
dilettanteism of the modern divine who
described a tear as * that small particle
of aqueous fluid trickling from the visual
organs over the facial lineaments, indicat-
ing ecstatic joy or bitter grief,” but
their preaching often brought tears of
penitence to eyes that had never wept
for sin before, Like Bruce’s army at
Bannockburn, these men won their vie-

They belonged to special and

and diviner far thon some can think
The Methodist Church, with us, has
reached one of those expression points in
her history which mark the dawn of a
new era of Christian zeal and activity.
And 1 think the great function of this
magnificent organization in relation to
the Church may be expressed in one
word, and that is the word enthuse.
Young people, it is yours to impart a new
life and energy into the various enter
prises of the Church. And say what you
will, what the Church needs more than
anything else to-day is more enthusiasm
We older people get to look at every
thing in a matter-of-fact way, and as the
result some of our churches are dying in
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a matter-of-fact way. With some of us
the tide of youthful ardor has somewhat
subsided. A great deal of ths poetry
and romance of youthiful days have gone
out of our lives, and that rainbow glamor
with which the youthful imagination
invests almost everything it beholds is
being dissipated. Let the surplus energy
and fiery enthusiasm of youth be guided
by the mature experience and wise coun-
sel of those of riper years, and where
such is the case the Church which has
within its pale an Epworth League is
doing more for God and the community

than, all things being equal, the one which -

has no such Society in its midst.

Shall T tell you one of the many facts
or features of the Epworth League, as I
find it in Canada, which impresses me
themost ? Itis this. There is one idea
which seems to be burning itself into the
souls of the leaders of our young people,
and that is the one which so deeply im-
pressed itself upon the mind of your
great Webster— the thought of their
responsibility to God. One of our young
leaguers expressed that thought thus :
He said, “ Friends, I feel that if there is
a soul however fallen that I can lift up
and will not lift up ; if there is a soul I
can bless and will not bless ; if there is a
soul I can save and will not save, then that
is personal proof to me that I myself am
not yet fully blessed and I am not yet
fully saved.” When I heard it I said,
let that thought of personal responsibility
of individual influence capture the heart
and mind of every leaguer, and all
America will be won for Christ before
the present generation has gone,

Some time ago an article appeared in
one of our papers condemning sueh con-
ventions as we have to-day because of
the social waste implied ; the waste of
money and the waste of energy. We
were told that there was a tremendous
leakag of energy going on in connection
with such popular movements. It pro-
ceeded to declare that the same thing
could be said about a great deal of our
missionary work. Much money has been
mis-spent and many of our missionaries
had been a failure, Now, sir, the man
that wrote that was as blind as a bat or
amole to the higher aspects of such a
movement as this, Nothing consecrated
to God ever dies ; no effort like this can
prove fruitless ; nothing that has in it
the soul of goodness can perish. We
find the law of conservation of energy in
the spiritual as in the material universe,

No true ver swept the strings
of poes The harper and the
harp me t the song once sung
pulsates No true artist ever

dies, the ma nay crumble, the pillar
may totter, e dome collapse, and the
light fade from the canvas, hut the idea
thus conceived and imagined in color or
imprisoned in marble, entering the world’s
heart becomes a live force which shall
operate when this old planet reels in her
orbit and when our present cosmos has
again become primeval chaos. And so
the great push forward which this mighty
gathering must communicate to Metho-
dism will surely more than compensate
us for all the money paid and energy ex-
pended. Yes, it pays any Church to
have in operation an Epworth League,
and it pays to have such a convention as
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this. For I believe there are fires about
to be kindled here that shall never go
out,

And not only is this movement with
us in Canada helping the work at home,
but it is helping the work alroad, The
most of Epworth Leagues in Canada are
organizing themselves for work along
missionary lines, Scarcely a District of
our Central Couferences that does not
support in whole or part a missionary on
the Indianor Foreign Field. And for
the most part it is from the ranks of the
leaguers that we are getting our mission-
aries for China and Japan. Our young
people are becoming possessed with the
missionary cons sience, And, sir, I have
observed that the nearer our young
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is the Waterloo of the moral universe,
The issues of the present conflict will
affect all coming ages and move all
worlds, This is no time for dilly-dallying ;
no time for languid effort, or luxurious
ease, or ostentatious parade. Hark | the
bugle calls to battle. Let every soldier
in the ranks of God's army unsheath the
weapon of His spiritual warfare, and
strike for God and victory. Oh, that
our great Captain would breathe upon us
from on high the spirit of an all-conquer-
ing enthusiasm, something that would
enable us to sweep through the serried
ranks of darkness, as the British did at
Tel-el-Kebir, capturing every gate of hell
and compelling every citadel of the foe
to surrender.,

COURT OF THE PALACE HOTEL, 8AN FRANCISCO.
Where the Noon-day Prayer-meetings were held.

people get to Christ and the Cross, the
more are they possessed with that
missionary ideaand impulse of which He
was the perfect embod ment.

And now, sir, let me remind every
Epworth Leaguer present, we have come
here to get more fuel and more fire, We
live in an age of intense activi v, the
very air seems to palpitute with excite
ment. Everything seems to be on the
lightning rush and thunder roll. The
pendulum of existence oscillates more
violently than ever, and old Father Time
is g0 hardly pressed that he has scarcely
An opportunity to wipe the perspiration
from his brow.” The conflict between the
two great forces of light and darkness
was never more deadly than now. The
present century echoes to shrieks of de-
feat and shouts of victory as never before,
This is the Gettsyburg age. Our planet

The Methodism of the Twentieth
Century,

BY REV. E. E. SCOTT, VANCOUVER, B.C.

Methodism is a child of the streets, a
Church for the masses. She does not
need a willionaire to give her a million
dollars to build * People’s Churches,” she
is already the “ People’s Church.” God
put His own hands upon her head in
ordination and crowned her with evangel-
istic fire and spiritual fervor, endowed
her with a heart palpitating with love
for the whole world and sent her forth.
And this Church, providential in the
niche she occupies in history, pro-
vidential in the growth of her doctrines
and polity, if she will still follow her
providential leadings and hold her divine
fire has a mission that will send her Jjoy-
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ous and triumphant to meet the dawn of
millennial glory. )

To keep in touch with Piovidence and
justify her claim to stand in the very
van of Christ’s battalions, she must

1. Put noble ideals bufore her Leaguers.
—She must move them to the duties of
citizenship. She must thrust them out
into the very thick of the fight for the

I of righ in eivie
and national life. Just let it once be
told in the lower regions that Christians
have given up politics and public life and
are going to leave the cities to
managed by ungodly men, and hell would
hold high carnival, and Satan proclaim a
holiday for festivities, She must arouse
and educate the socinl conscience of her
young people. She must also constrain
them to independent service to God. A
few men of the right stamp can change
the currents of an age. The Holy Club
at Oxford changed the whole religious
drift of the eighteenth century and lifted
the sky above England. Four or five
menylaid the foundations of the Reforma-
tion. To-day weare in danger of having
Christ say to us, “ I was sick and ‘ Your
Committee’ visited Me.” O, give me
twenty young men with Whitfield’s zeal
or twenty young women with the burs
ing enthusinsm of Mrs. Booth, and I «
kindle a flame of revival against tio
moral heavens that will be seen over all
Anmerica,

2. She must teach the stewardship of
money.—The annual iucome of Metho-
dists on this continent is five hundred
million dollars. One-tenth would be fifty
millions, but Methodists give for all pur-
poses less than twenty millions. Hence
the other thirty millions at least are
paganized.  Paganism says, “ What's
mine is my own.” Christianity says,
“You are only a steward managing funds
for God.” Paganism says, “I can do
what I will with my own.” Christianity
says, ‘‘It is an embezzlement of trust
funds to spend it for selfish purposes, for
the spray of Christ’s blood is upon every
dollar.”  Again,

3. She must set a high standard of
Christian living before the world,—Metho-
dism has a glorious doctrine of holiness,
but she has not lived it. But there has
been a great revival of this teaching in
other churches. The Keswick teachers,
the Moody School, the Christian Alliance,
all urge their converts to live a Spirit-
filled life. And Methodism must wake
up orbe side-tracked. The brainy men
of her ministry and membership must not
ridicule the doctrine and experience of
holiness. If Christ says holiness we must
say holi if He says ification we
must say sanctification. We must rescue
this experience and teaching from the
hands of faddists, the whole tone of our
piety must be changed and we must be
Jjealous lest another take our crown.

4. She must keep in touch withthe toilers,

est nced as a denomination is not a million
dollars for the Thanksgiving Fund, but a
ministry that wiil lead our people forth
to capture a million souls for God before
we have marched a decade into this cen-
tury. ‘The best church, the church with
a Twentieth Century Charter to preach
the gospel, is the church that takes the
raw material and makc. the best men.
If the r"~ister toil as if his supreme am-
vition wece to crowd the church and
swell the collections, then Methodism is
doomed. The pastor who does not preach
to save will not keep step in this century,
and the church that does not organize
successful revivals ought to fall out of
line with the placard *Methodist Club
for mutual improvement and mild benev-
olence.”

But as I look out into the twentieth
century I see Methodism coming with
the fire of God gleaming in her eye, and
the flush of immortal health and beauty
upon her brow. With one hand she is
scattering the blessings of intelligence
and ustice among the nations, with the
ot sheis hurling thunderbolts at the
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accentuated the financial crisis. Not
half of these volunteers were ever sent,
because depleted treasuries and large
missionary deficits were too much the
order of the day. A lifeconsecrating

among missionaries must necds
have a purse-consecrating Church.

Behold, then, the further extension of
this modern Pentecost in the formation
of the Epworth League and its Forward
Movement for Missions, Around these
ever-multiplying student volunteers God
has raised up hundreds of thousands of
the men and women of to-morrow who
wiil yet turn the channels of wealth to-
ward the world-wide triumph of the Re-
deemer’s Kingdom ; and for this the For-
ward Movement is training them along
the higher lines of a Pentecostal evan-

lism,

To the Canadian Methodist Church
belongs the honor of inaugurating this
movement. In the city of Toronto, in
1895, a number of students spent their
vacation in visiting every League they
could reach, and in organizing each on
this now famous pray, study, give plan

the nes of iniquity an

P See

v | pouring water upon the fires of the
at distilleries and saying, “ I'll do my
are to stop this smoke that has so long
darkened the moral and physical heavens.”
See her now ! calling upon sister churches
to aid her in rolling up the black flag of
war 80 that the nations may never get it
unfurled. What is she doing now? Ar-
raigning civic and national officials before
the bar of public opinion and demanding
that only clean men be put in positi

of y effort. Their equipment
was a counterpart of their plan. Holy
Ghost power for mighty, prevailing
prayer, a missionary library for intelli-
gent study, and a well-defined , financial
scheme for the development of the give
principle.

Six years of growing activity and the
little one has become a thousand. Un-
numbered Leagues have swung into line,
and, uniting in over sixty District and
Confe izati

of trust. Then sweeping over the conti-
nents she lights the altar fires of hope
and salvation in every heathen land, and
with the golden keys at her girdle opens
every door of hope and healing and hap-
piness and heaven for all mankind, saying,
‘“‘Enter ye blessed of the Lord.”

Forward Movement for Missions in
the Epworth League—Results
Achieved.

BY REV. J. W, BAUNBY, B.A., MEDICINE HAT.

“ What the Epworth League needs is
jective,” were the propheti

a mighty obj p
words of the Sainted Bishop Ninde.
Prophetic indeed, for scarcely have the
gates celestial closed upon his glorified
spirit, when up from this splendid con-
clave goes the triumphant shout, “ We
have found it! The World for Christ
during the Twentieth Century!” And
this Forward Movement is the practical
expression of that grand keynote of faith
and exultation.

For the starting peizt of this truly
apostolic movement we must go back to
the trumpet call of tho Students’ Volun-
teer Movement in the early eighties. We,
who were then in colleyre. were brought
into the valley of decision Yy that divine

—She must champion every "ment
for the amelioration of their conditions,
She must advocate reasonable hours of
labor, profit-sharing, compulsory arbitra-
‘ion. and the establishment of an employ-
n.oat bureau in every Sh

Iaid upon our hearts, “ Whom
shall 1 send, and who will go for us?”
Then all across the land, from ocean to
ocean and from the gulf to beyond the
great lakes, in a hundred colleges a

greg e
must grasp the calloused hand of the
toiler as heartily and as tenderly as the
gloved and jewelled hand of the rich.

5. She must preach to save.—Our great-

th d hands were uplifted and a

h 1 voi lous with

y's are providing
for the support of thirty foreign mission-
aries, and raising in the Leagues alone
over $20,000 annually for missions ; and
all this under the auspices of, and in the
closest co-operation with, the General
Board of Missions. We learn also, at the
last moment, that a summer school for
the training of missionary paig
is being organized, and that fifteen addi-
tional districts are ready to have mission-
aries assigned to them for support.

In the Methodist Episcopal Church
this its triumphal march
in 1898, when in answer to the call of
the Executive one hundred students gave
their vacation to organized effort among
the Leagues. This has now, as in Can-
ada, become a recognized department of
the missionary work of the Church, with
its own secretary and a splendidly-
equipped organization.

Already 277 students from thirty
colleges in twen'y-five states have visited
1,703 Leagues. In these, 913 mission-
ary committees and 397 study classes
have been organized ; 3,000 sets of a first-
class missionary library, 48,000 volumes
in all, have been sold, and fully one third
of all the Leagues visited have adopted
some plan of encouraging systematic
giving.

The “Holston Plan” is the name
given to this movement in the Methodist
Episcopal Church South, and in this the
Holston Conference Leagues have im
mortalized themselves, The aim is to
raise, in every case, the full assessment
levied by the Board on each Conferenc:
for missi

answered, “ Here am I, send me !”
This was a direct challenge to the faith
and consecration of the Church and

In 1898 the Holston Conference
Leagues pledged themselves to provid:
for a deficit of $9,043. Through their
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efforts in two months the collections were
increased by $1,760, at the end of the
year by 84,160, and at the close of the
following year the full assessment vwas
paid.  To-day this plan is in operation in
twenty-three Conferences, four of which
are raising their assessment in full ; and
there is a magnificent advance in mission-
ary enthusiasm and hearty liberslity all
along the line,

Light is breaking upon the mountains !
The morning dawns pon  the rising
Pentecostal Church of the Twentieth
Century |

The Churca and the Young Man,
BY REV. T. E, EGERTON BHORE, M.A, BD,

The problem of “The Church and the
Young Man” has as many aspects as
there are types of churches and varisties
of young men. That the question is a
problem  is apparent everywhere, espe-
cially in our cities, [In Toronto the Good,
the City of Churches, there are 2,000
young men who do not go to church,

The young men are not in our churehes
They are not in our Leagues. At a Con.
ference League Rally held in our city a
little over a month ago, the church was
packed with 1,800 young people. But
they were nearly all young women,
Among that crowd of 1,800 people, leay-
ing out the Preachers, there were not 100
young men altogether, and most, of them
were delicate looking specimens of the
genus homo. Where were the young
men of vigor and strength 1 Where were
the young men of athletics and sport !
Where were the young men of influence
and standing? W herever they were, they
were not in the church, and they never
will be until we go after them, ‘and adapt
our methods of work to their conditions
and needs.

However, Christian interest is being
aroused along this line, The Young Men’s
Movement is upon us. Al that it asks
isa chance—the open door. The tide
has turned in some places. It is beating
at the doors of the churches, It has
entered some of them and swept out the
indifference and inactivity of the rast,
and freshened up the life of the churches
with vigor and youth, This movement
has shown itself in the organization of
the various Brotherhoods of S, Paul, 8t.
Andrew, and Andrew and Phillip, in
the formation of Young Men's Clubs and
Young Men's Unions, and in the larger
development of Young Men’s Bible
Classes in our Sunday-schools, as well as
in the growth of the Y.M.C.A%,

In the solution of the problem of ¢ the
Chureh and the Young Man,” a few
general principles may be established,

The first of these is that provision must,
be made in the Church for the associa-
young men together and apart,
from others. A mixed Epworth League
cannot alone solve the problem, There
aresix congenialities of thought and life,
Young men like young men, and want to
be with them, Of course, good young
uen will be glad to unite in the !illow-
ship of a miged young people’s prayer

meeting, just as nice young men often
play ball with the ladies at a pienie,
Where for the comfort of the gentler sex
they use a soft rubber ball and a flat,
robust and vigor-

smooth bat. But the
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Ous young man likes occasionally to get
out into a field where he can take a regu-
lation basehall bat and knock the hard
leather ball over centre field for a home
run,

There is a fominine type of Christian-
ity, and there is a masculine type of
Ol ristianity, and both are good, but it is
a mistake to attempt to make one conform
to the other. There are those who are
naturally mystical, emotional and intro-
spective in their Christian life. But to
the average young wan of vigorous dis-
position, that kind of thing is but a

dream. He looks to the stronger and
sterner qualities of life, He craves acti-
vity. 1}0 wants aggressiveness. Has not

our Church life been catering too much to
the weaker qualities of Christian  life
instead of the stronger! Have we not
given our people too much milk and too
little meat, too much subjectivity and too
little activity, too much creed and too
little conduct, too much of the feminine
and too little of the masculine ! [g it
any wonder that our young men are out
of the Church when there is so little
within the Church that appeals to their
strong, active nature ! If you want to
get and hold the young men in ‘your

€8, you must give them something
todo. You must call out their enthu-
siasm by giving them Ppresent day ques.
tions to discuss, by giving them problems
to solve, above all, by Kiving them respon-
sibilities to bear,

Then something more iy wanted, and
that is a recognition on the part of the
Church of the social, intellectual and
physical nature of young men. The
Church must interpret itself to the young
men of our day, as in sympathy with all
that goes to make up a complete man-
hood. Tt has too long and too strongly
emphasized the religion of the sanctuary
to the exclusion of the religion of secular
and social life, Recreation and relaxa-
tion are sacred duties for all. What
form shall this relaxation take with the
young man!? Must the oung man of
our day be left by the Og'un:h to drift
with the fast current of modern worldly
life in a rudderless boat, or shall we in-
vite him to cruise with ug in a vessel
whose rudder is a mwanly purpose, and
whose sails are made and set to the plan
of a true Christian life { We must meet
young men, asany other class that we
have to deal with, along the lines
of least resistance, We must  take
for granted their social and physical
natures.  Wa must recognize  that
young men do and will seek recreation,
and they ought to have it, The devil
has studied the convenience ol young
He knows what they want, and
he gives it to them, Ought not every
church to have a club r om and a gym-
nasium for the oung men! Ing of
a central Y. M. LA, and a fow outlying
branches in each city, ought not every
church to have its own Y.M.C.A, or its
equivalent? Tam not foolish enough to
sup) that the Church can compete
with the world along lines of recreation
and social enjoyment successfully enough
to win every young man’s favor, But
she can show her s mpathy with these
things ; and she ought at least to provide
for the social needs of oung men already
within  her walls, 'I{mn a8 to those
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without, they must be reached by per-
sonal contact on the part of Christian
men, who will make it their duty to
mingle in the associations of the world
for the specitic purpose of winning young
wen to Christ and the Church through
their example and influence, Would that
we had more of such leaders of men !
What of our Christian young men of fine
sosial qualities, of inteliectual leadership,
and of athletic influence 1 What of our
Successful Christian business men and
men of public affairs? Lot them call out
the dormant goodness and greatness of
our young men by the stimulating in-
fluence of the personal interest and en-
couragement,

What greater achievement can be oom-
passed in one’s life, than that of making
worthy men for the fiture ! What greater
success can one have than that of multi-
plying one's accomplishments in the en-
larged results of othar lives' successes |
What a work for the Church to do—the
winning of young men from worldly in-
fluence, the ‘equipment of thejr lives for
social service, the development of char-
acter, mental, moral and muscular, and
the sending forth upon lives of useful-
ness the very best in brawn and brain,
in character “and in conduet, that our
young manhood can produce !

The Church and the Workingman.
BY REV, G, R, TURK, TORONTO,

I shall deal with the subject under one
general proposition, * The attitude of the
workingman towards the Church, and
the attitude of the Church towards the
workingman.”

The Church stands for the enlightened
conscience of the world, The Church is
Christ brought down to date, Its mem-
bers are ealled out from sin, drawn into
fellowship with Christ and each other,
and filled with the Holy Spirit, produc-
ing lives of sacrifice and service. The
workingman (or woman). Every one who
is self-reliant, and so far as possible self-
supporting, and who thus contributes to
the development, of society. The tramp,
drone, and stall-fed are excluded. While
the Church is upheld and carried forward
by workingmen, at the same time we are
forced to admit there are millions of
workingmen who bear no relation to
Our business is to find the
cause, that we may point the cure,
Among the causes we note (1) Lack of
opportunity. Many workingmen belong
to the ever i ing army of unchurched
toilers who have no weekly rest day,
the slaves of public or private greed.

(2) Weariness. Unceasing toil, often
climaxed by late hours on Saturday,
made necessary by carelessness of Church
members, have so worn down the vita)
forces that sleep is more worshipful
than psalm or sermon,

(3) Indiff , through habitual ne-
glect.

(4) Misapprehension. He believes the

hurch cares nothing for him, so he cares
uothing for the Church. She has moved
away from his humble locality to the
fashionable suburb. She seems to cater
for the man of the gold ring and costly
apparel.  While the saloon is open day
and night, the church is locked, except:
for a few hours on Sunday. When he
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does go occasionally he hears oratory
and music, but little about Christ or how
to overcome sin and lead a better life.

(5) Sin, This is the real cause. With
many, God has ceased to be a factor in
the life, and as a consequence sin rules
the heart The saloon or club holds
greater attraction than home or the house
of God.

What should be the attitude of the
Church 1

(1) The Christ attitude. His attitude
was love, and His working principle was
contact. To redeem the world, He came
toit To save man he became man.
The gloved hand is a non-conductor,

(2) The Church must prove to the
workingman that she is his friend. She
must range herself beside him, put her
shoulder under his burdens aud help him
fight his battles against wrong.  One
great work of the 19th century was the
battle for political freedom  The greater
work of the 20th century is the battle
for industrial freedom.

(3) The Church must help the working-
man fight for a weekly rest day. Amid
all the special pleading for Sunday
labor, I have yet to meet the man who
wanted to work seven days a week, One
bright sign of the times in Canada is that
organized labor and Christianity are
combining for the preservation of the
weekly rest day. Labor councils have
appointed committees to cooperate with
the Lord’s Day Alliunce.

(4) The Church must lock shields with
the workingman in the struggle with the
liquor trattic. We must kill the saloon
or it will kill us. The Church should
seek to make the oral surr lings of

The Young People’s Movement of
the Twentieth Century.
BY REV, G, W. KERBY, B.A,

The speaker opened his address with a
picture of an opeu and closed door, and a
copy of the Bible between them. The
closed door stood for the nineteenth cen-
tury, the open for the twentieth, The
Bible was *the living link " binding the
centuries together. ‘The Young People’s
Movement was represented as a great
army passing in through the open door of
the new century. The Bible and Young
People’s Movement were the two great
de:ermining factors of the twentieth cen-
tury. The nincteenth century was the
peviod of preparation, the twentieth

st
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to live on one’s country.” More of the
divine is needed in our patriotic ideals.
+ America for Christ” and *Canada for
Christ,” are the patriotic banners we lift
up today. We have had enough of the
jingo spirit ; we want more of the Christ
spirit. It will be the business of this
twentieth century army to permeate these
two countries more and more with the
ideals of Christian patriotism.

The fifth banner, “The World for
Clirist,” suggesting the ideas of ity,
brotherhood and world-wide evangeliza
tion. The Christian who only tries to win
alittle bit of the world for Christ will be a
little bit of a Christian. In Canada we
have two Forward Movements among our
young people. The one in Bible study

i

will be the period of hi .
The line of march and plan of campaign
of this twentieth century army would be
seen by the banners that would this day
be sev up.  The first banner bore the in-
seription, “ My Self for Christ,” or the
soldier’s sense of consecration. This was
the sterling point of the twentieth cen
y. A new scnse of consecration
was needed. In the old days fighting
was done by the militia man, He was
no match for the professional soldier ;
hence arvse the standing armiesof Europe.
To-day the soldicr, does nothing but his
soldiering. He is separated from every
other form of work that he may be ready
at a moment’s notice to fight for his
country—so the soldier of Christ must
live the separate, detached, self-ahandoned
and surrendered life.

The second banner, “ My Fellow for
Christ,” or the'sense of personal service

the workingman’s home as sweet and safe
as the boulevard

(5) The Church must keep her places
of worship within easy reach of the work
ingman, By what Christ principle does
she close her down-town churches and
force the workingman into the mission
halls? Pull down the money barriers
cease flaunting silks, diamonds, aud jewels
in his face. Banish the dress circle from
the sanctuary. Abolish the pew rent
system which is a monstrous barrier be-
tween the rich and self-respecting poor.
The Church is not a bargain counter but
an altar, where man as man may offer
his sacrifice of praise to God. If the
problems between labor and capital are
ever solved, the Church must lead the
way by showing there is one society
formed upon the manhood basis.

(6) The Church must deal faithfully
with the workingman. Let her not
coddle but convert him.  'When he comes
to the house of God let him hear some-
thing wore important than he hears at
Labor Council, sin and salvation. Point
out to him that there are other sermons
hesides the sermon on the mount, the
sermons of Gethsemane and Calvary.
Show him from the word of God that ex
cept a man become a new creature in
Christ he cannot keep the Golden Rule.
Some imagine they have a call to preach
to the cultured class. Jesus Christ knew
only the masses, which included all
classes, He taught that the basis of
society is the individual, and the sweetest
words he ever spoke were these, “ The
Son of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.”

and responsibility. Personality was the
great moulding and controlling force.
Plans, resolutions, committees are good,
but they cannot regenerate society or save
mea. It was not a committee that
kindled the revival of the eighteenth
century. It was John Wesley. The
Young People’s Movement must be
brought in living contact with the world's
miseries,

The third banner, “ My City for Christ,”
suggesting the claims and obligations of
citizenship. The city was the strategic
point. City expansion was one of the
marvels of modern days, but moral energy
had not kept pace with material growth.
Hence we have a chlorofored civie
conscience. The best way to raise the
standard of citizenship was by the power
of example If you want to clean the
streets and close the saloon you must vote
that way. Then, too, we must emphasize
the preventive ministries and get a firmer
hold on our boys and young men. If
clubs, brigades, brotherhoods and bowling
alleys will help, let us have them ; unless
we rally the young manhood, the Church
will suffer defeat centuries will not over-
take.

Furthermore, we must drive out party
politics from city governments, and form
a federation of all churches against
organized evil. Temperance is not a
denominational watchword, or righteous-
ness a sectarian quantity.

The fourth banner, “My Country for
Christ,” or the Christian sense of patriot
ism. The old Latin poet used to sing,
« 1t is a sweet and pleasant thing to die
for one's country.” The modern politician
sings, “Tt is a sweet and pleasant thing

and gelistic work ; the other in m
sions—and these two are one, Thirty-
two missionaries are supported in whole
or part. . Five years ago the Movement

raised $5,000 for missions ; last year,

25,000, Inside of twenty-five years the
Epworth 1.eague on this continent ought
to be winning 500,000 souls, and raising
one million dollars a year for missions.
Then a generation shall not pass wway
until the gospel of the Kingdom is preach-
ed to every creature. In the name of
our God we will set up our banners—
My Self for Christ,” My Fellow for
Christ,” “My City for Christ,” “My
Country for Christ,” “The World for
Christ.”

Young Laymen as Soul-Winners.

BY REV, W, A, COOKE, B.A., CYPRESS RIVER,
MAN.

Because there are such alarming num-
bers who are hostile to the Kingdom of
God, or else indifferent to it, the import-
ant call comes that young laymen shall
be soul winners, and do personal work
for Christ. It is my duty to focus your
gaze on the great section of the army in
home lands, and to enforce the call that
young laymen shall consecrate themselves
with new enthusiasm to the work of win-
ning men to Christ.

The Church has always leen a noble
army of men and boys, the matron and
the maid, but the appeal to-day is that
the young men and maidens go forward
in more earnest, aggressive effort to win
wide fields for God. The future should
differ from the past, as the stirring life
and death action of the battlefield differs
from the dress parade of review day.
While there have been many noble self
sacrificing young laymen, who have done
valiant service, marching at the Kings
command, many have been simply mark
ing time or resting in their tents. For
some time past, especially, 1 have been
enquiring of all | could meet who should
know, and T have read all the reports |
could get from the field of action, to find
out what is the condition of the Christinn
army on this American continent, an!
the result is a deep eonviction of the necd
of a forward movement in soul-winnin
In my own immediate neighbourhood, on
the plains of Manitoba, while there were
splendid exceptions, | did not find you:
laymen, ns a body, aggressive in personl
work for Christ.

This somewhat gloomy outlook, ho
ever, is brightened by the fact that tie
Twentieth Century Evangelistic Move-
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ment in Canada called forth very many
earnest workers, who won many precious
souls for the Redeemer About a year
ago a rousing appeal was made by the
Methodist Episcopal Church, the reports
of the spiritual work of the Church had
been so alarming that a ringing, clarion
command was given- ~“Forward, March!”
And now, all honor to the faithful work-
ers, a quarter of a million converts have
been made and added to Methodist Epis-
copal Church membership during the past
winter, and in consequence the growth in
membership will this year exceed by tifty
per cent. anything known in modern
times. A call was made for one hundred
thousand personal workers, and it is stated
that in response no fewer than one hun-
dred and fifty thousand came forward,

Some of the noblest trivmphs of the
Methodist Churches, especially in their
earlier years, were won by the laymen,
through the institution of lay preaching
but there can be little doubt that the day
of the local preacher in this country is
nearly gone, and some of us greatly regret
it, but the fact remains. Now the great
organized opportunities for laymen to
serve are found in the Epworth League
and Sunday-school, spheres of usefulness
of almost infinite possibility.  The
Sunday-school and the Epworth League
are giving good account of them-
selves ; but I am forced to believe that
neither the one nor the other has yet been
the means of winning so many s uls as
the lay winistry was in its palmy days,
But the best days of the Epworth League
and Sunday-school are in the future,

There is great joy in winning a victory
for Jesus. Do you know the joy ! Have
you won souls I Or have you done noth-
ing in this sacred strife] O men and
Women, are you striving for souls as you
will wish you had done in that sacred
hour when you pass out from this mortal
life into the presence of your Giod !

Systematic Benevolence,

BY REV. G. 8, CLENDINNEN, 8.1, L.,y
BROCKVILLE,

To be a Christian is to be inspired al-
ways, everywhere, and throughout my
entire being with a spirit of benevolence,
This benevolent spirit may express itself
according to emotional impuls-, as in the
child ; according to mathematical rules
and maxims, as in the Pharisee ; or ac-
cording to New Testament principles, as
in the true Christian. There is no part
of our life which more imperatively needs
the infusion of a benevolent spirit than
the finance department. Nor is there
any part of our life which more urgently
demands the assertion of righteous prin-
ciples in its control,

The church of the Twentisth Century
must recognize more clearly and practice
more i ly > 8t iship of
money. Both as to persin and as to
property it is equally true - “ Ye are not
your own ; ye are bought with a price,”
This seriptural truth is embodied in our
doctrine of consecration. When I conse-
rate myself to Christ, I am making
voluntary recognition of the fact that I
and mine rightfully belong to Him. But
we have emptied consecration of all real
value by conceiving it as a merely sub-

jective act. Tt should be concrete and
actual. T beseech you, therefore, breth-
ren, to present your bodies a living
sacrifice, acceptable to God,”

Character is the supreme value of life.
It is a test and standard of all other
values,
consideration in the possession and use
of money is its effect upon character—
first, upon the character of him who uses
it, a.m; second, upon the character of
those in whose interest it is used, And
here is the great danger of the rich man,
He has money in trust, that in the use of
it he may express the noblest purposes of
his soul. If he uses this money as he
ought, he will not only serve the best
interests of society, he will himself be-
come a scronger, truer man.  But if he
does not spiritualize his gold by employing
it in the service of humanity, his gold
will materia'ize him by enslaving him in
the service of mammon.

There can be no universal rule to
govern the amounts or the proportions
which a man should devote to his home
or his chureh, his pleasures or his chari-
ties.  Each of us must apportion his in-
come according to his own conviction of
his duty and privilege in the circum-
stances. “Every man, according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give,”
and so let him spend what God has en.
trusted to his care, There ought to be
an unselfish aim and & wise method in
the apportionment, and the idea of
stewardship should be the guiding prin-
ciple throughout. Thus the whole busi-
ness life is sanctified and every expendi-
ture is related to the noblest ideals,

But if we would experience the luxury
of systematic benevolence, we must not
only consecrate our total income to God,
and devote a fair share of it to the main-

Therefore the most important *
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the treasures committed to their care,
There is no greater responsibility given
to men than this. It requires more
brains to spend money aright than to
earn it.

It is not, however, the amount or the
value of our gifts that God Judges ; nor
is it the proportion that we give. In
His sight the spirit of the giver is the
one thing all-important, A cup of cold
water may out-weigh millions,

The Missionary Forward Movement
in the League.—Results Achieved.

BY REV. T. ALBERT MOORE, HAMILTON,

The Forward Movement in Missions
originated in 1895 in the Canadian
Methodist  Church.  With its wateh.
words, * Pray, Study, Give " ; its prayer
circle and morning watch, its libraries,
campaigners’ meetings, and distribution
of literature, and its practical systematic
plans for giving, it very soon became a
part of our League organization. Our
youth became intensely earnest about
missions.  Many soon learned that to
loyally support the workers through our
Mission Board was preferable to inde-
pendent effort. Tt quickened the spirit-
ual life of our youth. The movement
was heartily commended by our Board,
Other denominations adopted the plan,
and we rejoice that today the Forward
Movement in Missions is an integral part
of young people’s work in' so many
denominations, both in America and
Europe.

This movement has given our leaguers
a wider outlook. They have learned
that the League is not merely a Jocal
improvement society. Upon them has
come the mighty conviction that Christ’s

tenance of religious ordi in our
own neighborhood ; we must further ex.
press the Christian sy irit in gifts and
offerings according to our power, How-
ever great the need of the local church,
there are many other urgent needs
upon us

Systematic benevolence implies that
our givings sho 1d be governed by prin-
ciple. This is opposed on the one hand
to impulsive generosity, which is usually
irrational and spasmodic, and, on the
other, to the rules and maxims of
Judaism,

But the spirit of the Gospel breaks
through the corroded bonds of tradition-
alism, and sets up a standard of Jjoyous
self-sacrifice that shames all measure-
ment. The early Christians understood
and practiced the principle of consecra-
tion as few of us understand it to-day.
They literally gave their all to Christ,
and counted it a privilege to use in His
service whatever they possessed. They
knew nothing of the perplexities of com-
puting tithes. And the modern Christian
who really gives his all to God will be
able readily to determine what propor-
tion of his means to spend in each de.
partment of a life whose suprewe purpose
is Christian service,

No former age witnessed such oppor-
tunities as are open to-day to men of
large means to provide for the better-
ment of humanity, and no maxim of
ecclesinstics can relieve such men of the

ponsibility of admini ing for God

to gelize the world is
a duty imposed upon the individual
Christian. The law of individual privi-
lege and responsibility applies to the ex-
tension of the Kingdom of our Lord.
Imbued with this conviction they feel
that it is the purpose of Christianity to
bring the whole earth under- Messinh's
sway. They believe that the only hope
of man is in the Gospel

There is no nation so barbarous it can-
not civilize, no nature so gross it cannot
refine, no mind so ignorant it cannot en.
lighten, no heart so carnal it cannot
spiritualize, no will so enslaved it cannot
emancipate, and no soul so lost it cannot
save; and this movement has revealed to
our youth that the Church is not a social
club for personal ends, but the agency in
God's hands for proclaiming this Gospel
to every creature,

This Forward Movement has given in-
telligent knowledge of the conditions of
the mission fields and the needs of Mis.
sion Boards, The campaigners’ meetings,
the abundant literature in many forms,
and especially the monthlies and libravies,
have made multitudes understand this
«question as never before, Tuspired with
this knowledge, our leaguers have under-
taken to do their part to aid the Church
to enter these open doors. Some are
now at work in distant lands for their
Master. Others, as heroic souls as ever
walked this earth, are toiling in our
home mission fields, Others, unable to
8o, are helping support these devoted
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workers. Sewing girls, factory hands,
store clerks, stenographers, and many
others with no income save their earn-
ings, are keeping themselves at home and
supporting workers in the field.

By this movement many have been
awakened to a keen realization that we
are co-workers with God. We appreciate
the dignity of that privilege. When the
cap-stone of the glorious temple of God’s
perfected plan for humanity shall be
brought forth with cries of ** Grace, grace
unto it,” the smallest and least appre-
ciated workers of us all will rejoice that
we had part in the work.

This movement has enlisted much of
the latent energy among our leaguers.
Tt has enlisted their strongest sympathies
in the Master's service. In this way it
has kept alive many a League. The
leaguers gave themselves afresh to God
and His work. They waited in prayer.
They were filled with the Holy Ghost.
The Church at home was thrilled with
their fresh, vigorous spirituality. They
put Jesus first in conduct and character.
Being mightily infused with the Holy
Ghost, the fires of enthusiasm have been
kindled within them, and they are ex-
pecting these dawning years of this
twentieth century to witness the most
marvellous diffusion of Gospel truth that
was ever known.

In their faith they already see that
everywhere the strongholds of supersti-
tion and sin capitulate. All along the
battle-line the ringing cry “Forward”
sounds above the clash of arms and the
din of strife, while the tramp, tramp of
the victorious legions of Jesus Christ
shakes the trembling gates of hell. Let
us push the battle to the gate! Strike
for God! Humanity! Victory! There
can be no rest for the church millitant
until the last rebel has surrendered to
King Jesus, “until the kingdoms of this
world have become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ.”

The Young Christian as a Citizen.

BY REV. G. H. COBBLEDICK, M.A,, PARK-
HILL, ONTARIO.

The three pre-eminently divine institu-
tions are the family, the Church and the
State. God works through the last the
most universally, and among his instru-
mentality it takes first place. Ifa nation
is to be Christian it must have Christian
citizens ; if it is to continue to be Chri
tian it must have young Christian citi-
zens.

Jesus made the contribution of service
to one's fellows the test of individual
salvation. The orchard is for the satis-
faction of hunger, but it also delights
the eye with blossoms, fills the air with
perfume, provides grateful shade for man
and beast, and homes for countless birds,
Christianity is a tree which bears the
fruits of immortal life, but yields also a
thousand other gifts for the life that
now is, and which constitute Christian
civilization,

The aggressive Christian will not re-
gard the Church as a cold storage ware-
house for uncorrupted truth, so much as
a power-house generating spiritual energy
for the moving of the complex machinery
of social and political life. He will adopt

the view of D. L. Moody, who once asked
a man in a certain city “ How goes the
election,” and received the answer, ‘*Oh,
I don’t know, I'm a citizen of heaven,”
“Well,” said Mr. Moody, “you had
better come down to the earth till after
the election, or some harm may be done.”
He who disowns his heavenly standard
on the hard fought field of civic life has
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to face the work 1 Do you find the un-
wavering conviction in your soul that the
Epworth League is a God-ordained insti-
tution ! If so, its perfection and com-
pleteness is a God-conceived fact. Mighty
inspiration in that. Somewhere in the
eternal mind the finished tabernacle
exists, every pole and ring, each color
and curtain are in their place. The

small claim on itat the ion table.
1t is just as religious to be a missionary
in the politics of America as in the wilds
of Africa. The ballot is not a personal
asset convertible into personal interest,
but a public trust from God for the fur-
therance of His kingdom.

In democratic lands the voter is the
power ordained of God. Sovereignty
rests with the people. On election day
at least men are free and equal. The
humblest then may say :

“ The proudest now is but my peer,
The highest not mo:
To-day as all the wea
A king of men am I.
day alike are great and small,
e nameless and the known ;
My palace is the people’s hall,
"The ballot box my throne.”

The need of the hour is a Christian
patriotism that will show that to enter
public life is not to abandon righteous-
ness, The demand is for men of humble
and reverent spirit, who, like Joshua,
will recognize the Silent Presence and
obey the heavenly vision. The Epworth
League exists to train such men. Its
own future will require more attention
to its altruistic efforts, The Cross is
calling the organized Christian youth of
these lands to a more unselfish career.

The evangelization of the world tarries
for their Forward Movement, and the
national lifeof two great peoples waits
the inspiration of their high endeavor
for good citizenship. The influence of
the League will grow as the spectacular
gives place to the utilitarian, The pass-
ing of Niagara may be lamented by some
esthetic souls vut the clamor of the world’s
needsis as the deep calling unto the deep,
and from serving only scenic effect Niagara
is yielding its power to bless America.
The volume of Christian enthusiasm which
renders possible this vast gathering must
obey the law of its life, and yield itself
to drive the machinery of the world's
higher civilization. Along the quivering
nerves of its organic life must run the
very heart throb of God bearing light to
the dark places and motive power for the
renewal of the earth in righteousness,

Closing Address at Consecration
Mecting.
BY REV, JAS. L. BATTY, HALIFAX, N.8.

The end of the feast draws nigh. We
have been sumptuously fed. We rise
from the banquet with more strength
than we brought toit. We now go to
meet and mingle with those of our fel-
lows who have not shared our privileges.
Our future accountability, our present re-
sponsibility will be that much greater
than theirs.

We have not only heard the orator
but we have seen visions and dreamt
dreams. Our duty is to go and help
work out those ideals. Are you ready

is ours for the asking, But it
is on the mountain top, and that means
climbing. No vision without first the
ascent by faith and prayer. 1f the dust
gathers where the knees should be
pressed the vision of God’s ideal League
will fade. Then tabernacle building
means activity, Our Pattern revealed
an hitherto unknown realm, not simply
by writing an essay or giving advice, but
it was “tell John what things ye have
seen and heard, how that the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, to the poor the Gospel
is preached.” The Twentieth Century
League means consecrated work.

Satan selects his disciples when they
are idle ; Christ found His either fishing
or mending nets. Let us drop the meta-
phor of a movable tabernacle, both in
specch and in reality. The Epworth
League has come to stay, and our future
duty is to see ,that it ?necomes the per-
manent “ Gate Beautiful,” an entrance
for the brave and fair youth of our
homes, into the temple of our Church re-
sponsibilities.

But let the youth of our Church never
forget that there is still lying on the out-
side of the gate the cripples from sin and
worldliness, and that it is vheir glorious
privilege to take with them the healing
power of a spirit-filled life.

Closing Address.
BY REV. E. 8. ROWE, VICTORIA, B.C.

The convention of 1901 is now almost
a completed undertaking. The thought,
the toil, and the hospitable impulses of
the leaguers of San Francisco have
borne fruit,—a most abundant and
luscious fruitage it has been—and in a
few hours the guests, refreshed and
strengthened, will regretfully depart.

But the convention of 1901 will not
die tonight. Unless we have mis-
judged its vitality it will survive the
century whose beginning it marks, and
through many years express its energy
in the beneficent activities of a continent
of churches.

Neither did the convention of 1901
begin last Thursday. Its promoters
know how many months have passed
since they convened their first meet
ing for organization; bat their's was
not the first. The initial meeting for
the organization of this great gathering
of Methodists was held when this land
was a trackless waste, before a sail had
ever been reflected in the waters of the
Golden Gate, before the ancestors of most
of us had planted foot upon the shores o
this Western Continent. The initia
meeting was held a century ago, when
in Oxford University, five men met t
gether to form the Holy Club. In tha
meeting was the germ frora which, unde
the culture of the Holy Glost, have bee:.
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evolved the conditions represented in this
great assembly.

A meeting of five, representing none
but those present, seems contemptible
compared with a concourse of thousands
representing willions, but we could make
no prouder boast than to proclaim this
gathering a lineal descendant of the
Holy Club and worthy of its ancestor,
And no more fitting prayer could pass
our lips than that we may be faithful
stewards of our inheritance, that we may
appreciate its value, realize its cost, and
understand what is required of us to so
administer it that it may reach our
children’s hands unimpaired.

Present blessings represent past toil
and suffering.  Nothing of worth that is
now came without self-denying effort.
Every institution was purchased at in-
finite cost. The Spirit that informs the
beneficent organizations of our time first
breathed in men who made priceless con-
tribution of blood and treasure to the
cause of human progress. They paid
their instalment of the purchase price of
freedom long before the time of its ap-
pearing ; and when hearts less stout, and
faith less robust, would have been unequal
to the sacrifice.

What lavish expenditure did our
fathers make on our behalf to purchase
for us the liberties we now enjoy! Two
thousand fields soaked with patriot
blood! Acres upon acres of the earth’s
surface billowed by the dead bodies of
martyrs! Men of light and leading in
senate, church and school —men and wo-
men unknown to fame, of exalted pur-
pose, illimitable faith and dauntless cour-
age poured their treasures of brain and
soul and substance into the enterprise of
h ity, and in the blessings of civiliza-
tion we draw the dividends of their
priceless investments,

No good is available to any man that
has not cost sacrifices by other men,
Trace the genealogy of any item in the
inventory of our legacy, and its cradle
will be found in the grave of some ancient
martyr. The comforts of the heir are
born of the discomforts of his benefactor,
The son may have many things because
his father denied himself many things.
We have life with liberty because our
forefathers refused to live without liberty.
They sowed blood and we reap freedom.

This is the immutable law of progress
—-every step costs—the price is life, and
the product is life—the price is costly,
but the product is princely. The lower
life for the higher ; the life of a vegetable
is paid and a man lives. The life of a
day for the life of a century : the author
spends days and months upon his master-
piece and buys immortality, The life of
one, a Luther, a Knox, a Waesle; , for the
enlarged lives of millions. The life of
the Greatest One for the emancipation of
a world.

Thus came our heritage and thus must
come our progress—until the last earth-
victory has been achieved there will be
need of service and suffering,

T judge from the spirit of this gather-
ing that, while we glory in the past and
appreciate the present, we know that the
possibilities of the future lead to heights
now visible only to the eye of faith and
include accomplishments conceivable only

by the invincible optimism of God.in-
structed hearts, If such visions are ours,
and we long for their realization, and if
the history of progress has not been read
in vain by us, then we know that we are
called to work and to sacrifice, And
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draw away from the people, then at
every step our power diminishes,

If we are, or if we should become, too
fastidious to touch the social leper, or too
refined to enter into the homely joys and
sorrows of the common people, or too

1

happy are we if we und, d that more
to be valued by us than our rich inheri-
tance is the power to enhance it by our
toil.  We hecome the legitimate heirs of
the past only when we strive to be the
benefactors of the future.

We need to very clearly perceive that
our possessions will diminish unless we
increase them. The heritage of liberty,
of just laws, of high moral sentiment,
canuot be held unless it is enlarged.
Wrap it up in the napkin of timid con.
servatism or of ignoble contentment, and
when the day of accounting comes there
will be found nothing but the memories
of a glorious but childless Past.

Then, too, we do well to remember
that the higher our privileges the more
sensitive are they to neglect, and the
more culpable is our negligence,  When
# load has been dragged high up the
mountain side it is more easily dislodged
and with results more disastrous than at
the beginning of the ascent. But the
workers are recompensed for their extra
care and expenditure of strength by the
enlarged vision, the purer air and the
nearer summit,

A very precious burden, high up on
the mountain side, is placed in our keep-
ing. There are infinite leagues yet to be
traversed, a thousand obstacles to be
overcome, ere the summit is reached ;
forces gigantic and numberless, hostile to
onr purposes, tug and strain against us.
Voices of di , O P
and anger, reach our ears. What shall
wedo? There are but two courses. To
stand still is impossible.  What shall we
do? Let go? or, by the strength of God,
mount higher |

It is easy to let go—of faith : fools can
doubt ; of reverence: idiots can sneer ;
of courage: cowards are plentiful ; and
80 of righteousness, of purity and of love,
These virtues do not wait a second com-
mand to depart, and he who feels himself
cumbered by the weight of them will
shortly be free of his burden.

It is not easy to mount. Back along
the road by which humanity has travel-
led, there are evidences in plenty of the
painfulness of the journey, and we would
be fools to expect and cowards to desire
that our stage of the journey should lie
along paths of ease.

We must deaw near to the heart of
God, open our hearts to be filled with
the Father's passion for humanity ; we
shall then easily find the way to men's
hearts, and will be able and willing to
meet and defeat the busy agents of
evil,

Near to God and close to men—there
alone can we learn what we need to know
and teach what we ought to impart,
That is the one position in which power
is vested ; away from that, we spend our
strength in vain, Sometimes we long for
the vantage ground of the pulpit, or the
senate, or editorial chair; and, if our
hearts remain with the people, such
prominence will increase our power. But
if, in mounting to such elevation, we

1 to spend ourselves upon un-
tutored ears, then, surely, we have
learned little of Christ. To us His words
have been empty sounds, His acts mean-
ingless motions. We have looked at
Calvary with blind eyes, and our hearts
have missed its meaning and its message.

Why Do We Wait?

Why do we wait till ears are deaf
Before we speak our kindly word,
And only utter loving praise
When not a whisper can be heard !

Why do we wait till hands are laid
Close folded, pulseless, ere we place

Within them roses sweet and rare,
And lilies in their flawless grace 1

Why do we wait till eyes are sealed
To light and love in death’s deep
trance—
Dear wistful eyes—before we bend
Above them with impassioned glance !

Why do we wait till hearts are still
To tell them all the love in ours,

And give them such late meed of praise,
And lay above them fragrant flowers 1

How oft we, careless, wait till life’s
Sweet opportunities are past,
And break our “alabaster box
Of ointment ” at the very last !

Oh, let us heed the living friend
Who walks with us life’s common ways,
Watching our eyes for look of love,
And hungering for a word of praise |
—British Weekly.

Max does not ““go to” heaven, but he
creates his own heaven, and enjoys the
happiness and harmony associated with
the term in exact proportion to the
degree in which he has created them
during his life on earth. Many a man
still dwelling here experiences daily more
of the joys of heaven, so called, than
many others who have passed through
the changes we call death.—Margaret
Bottome, in Ladics' Home Journal,

It requires a well-kept life to do the
will of God, and even a better-kept life
to will to do His will. To be willing is a
rarer grace than to be doing the will of
God. For he who is willing may some-
times have nothing to do, and must only
be willing to wait ; and it is easier far to
be doing God's will than to be willing to
have nothing to do—it is easier far to be
working for Christ than it is to be willing
to cease, No, there is nothing rarer in
the world today than the truly willing
soul, and there is nothing more worth
coveting than the will to wil! God's will.
There is no grander possession for any
Christian life than the transparently
simple mechanism of a sincerely obeying
heart.— Professor Drummond,
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Which are You?

There are two kindsof people on earth
to-day ;
Just two kinds of people, no more I say ;

Not the sinner and saint, for 'tis well
understood

The good are half-bad, and the bad are
half-good.

Not the rich and the poor, for to count a
man's wealth

You must first know the state of his con-
science and health,

Not the humble und proud, for in life’s
little span

Who puts on vain airs is not counted a
man,

Not the happy and sad, for the swift
flying years

Bring each man his laughter and each
man his tears,

0 ; the two kinds of people on earth I
mean
Are the people who lift and the people
who lean.

Wherever you go you will find the world’s
mnasses

Are always divided in just these two
classes.

And oddly enough, you will find, teo, I
ween,

There is only one lifter to twenty who
lean.

In which class are you!
the load

Of overtaxed lifters who toil down the
road 1

Are you easing

Or are you a leaner, who lets others bear

Your portion of labor and worry and
care !

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in Harper's Weekly.

The Need of the Hour.—The need
of our yuunﬂ is a !School of
Methods, a Training Behool, the English
Bible, the Missionary Field with its op-
portunities, the Fundamental Doctrines
of our Church—these must be better
taught and understood. This is the
future of our League work, the practical
culture of the consecrated soul in the
highest and best things for service. The
present need is that an earnest one or
two in each League shall not only have a
vision of the possibility but shall conscien
tiously prepare to undertake the work
Rev. C. W, Watch.

e

Loss of Power.—Tle following, found
in an exchange, suggests a lesson that has
direct bearing upon the happiness and
usefulness of many lives: A magnet is
sometimes seen in a chemist's laboratory,
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suspended against a wall, and loaded
heavily with weights hung upon an arma-
ture. We ask the reason, and the scien-
tific man replies, carelessly, s if ic were
quite a commonplace thing: “The mag-
net was losing its power by lying around
here without using, and 1 am restoring
its force by gi ing it uomelhing to do—
more and very day.” It is with
men as with mngm ts. Idleness results
in loss of power. Since the day of the
great Teacher the unused talent is ** taken
away.” And the law of restoration is
always the same. To him that uses what
he hath shall be given. The secret of
restored force is to have something to
do.

L

v Start Me.”"—“Start me!” cried
little Alice from her perch in thc swing.
“I want to go hlgh
body can’t be starting y:
answered Tommy, half impatient of her
demands upon him half desirous of giv
ing her a bit of instruction. “ Put your
foot to the ground and start yourself.”
It is the same story, the same cry the
world over. People are longing to mount
high along many lines, but for the most
part they are sitting still and waiting for
somebody to start them. They want to
reach success in literature, in business
or professional life, but they waut to
swing high from the first—to be pushed
by some one’s mioney, strength, or namne.
Those who are really willing to begin
with their feet on the ground, and start
themselves, are comparatively few. One
who has been brought much in contact
with young people, young women espe-
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cially, and has been endeavoring to help
them, recently said that her greatest dis-
courazement lay in the fact that they
all wanted to begin at the top. They
wanted at once the reputation, the pay,
and the patronage of those who had been
long years in the work. They wanted to
be pushed—a good strong push that
would set them flying at once—instead
of putting their own feet to the ground
and slowly working up for themselves, —
Forward.
e

Who Needs You ?—“The body and
the heart, as well as the brain must act.
We must do some missionary work our-
selves, The field is the world, and where
we live is a part of the world, and the
neighbor who needs us is not very far
off. In every city, in every town, in
every country district there is some one
who needs you, my friend. Tt is your
business to tind him out and to do for
him what you can. Perhaps he isa
foreigner, an Italian, a Chinese, a Syrian,
and is homesick or in need. Perhaps it
is a little child with drinking parents,
who neglect and abuse him. Perhaps it
is some drunkard, worse than any South
Sea Islander, who goes staggering past
your door. Perhaps it is that man who
never goes near a church. What sort of
a missionary ure you! Your reading
will do little good unless you do some
practicing!  Your religion is not worth
much unless it leads you to do for another
what Christ did for you. How noble
the work which men and women are
doing in our very midst.”—Rev. Floyd
L. Tomkins.

REV. C. W. WATCH.

HE subject of our sketch, this month,
was born at Woolwich, Kent, Eng
land, in 1850, He received a com-

mercial education in the Old Country,
and came to Canada in 1875,  After
spending six months in the lecture field,
he entered the ministry, from the Metro-

Prominent League Workers. ,

e

politan Church, Toronto, in 1876, Among
the places where he has been stationed
may be mentioned Cannington, Oshawa,
Brighton, and Belleville West. He has
been Secretary of Conference, Journal
Secretary, Chairman of Distriet, member
of the General Conference, ete.

From the very first Mr. Wateh has
been intimately associated with Epworth
League work, especially within the !mundu
of the Bay of Quinte Conference, where
he took an active part in organizing the
various districts. For four years he occu-
pied the responsible position of Seereta
of the Conference League, and his \w:‘z
was marked by painstaking accuracy and
fidelity, He has always been willing to
freely give his time M“]Y effort to advance
ncause which he believes to be of the
greatest possible importance tothe Church. &

For several years Mr. Watch repre-
sented his Conference as & member of the
General Epworth League, and Sunday-
school Board, where he showed an intel-
ligent interest in the work throughout
the whole Church. In 1896 he organized
the Canadian Child Saving Work, to
which he gave much of his attention for
several years, This has recently bee
handed over tothe Provincial Departmer:
for Neglected and Dependent Children.
At the last Conference Mr. Watel
transferred to the Toronto -nlomnn.
and is now stationed at Shelburne, In
his pastorate he is an indefatigable work-
er. and enjoys deserved success.
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“ Father, Take My Hand!”

“The way is dark, my Father! Cloud on

cloud

Is gathering thickly o'er my head, and
loud

The thunder roars above me. See, T
stand

Like one bewildered ! Father, take my
hand,

And through the gloom
d safely home
Thy child

“The way is long, my Father, and my
soul
Longs for the rest and quiet of the goal
While yet I journey through this weary
land,
Keep me from w andering, Father, take
my hand ;
" Quickly and straight
Lead to heaven’s gate

Thy child

“The path is rough, my Father ! Many a

thorn

Has pierced me, and my weary feet all
torn

And bleeding, mark the way, yet Thy
command

Bids me press forward Father, take
my hand,
" Then safe and blest
Lead up to rest

Thy child.

“The cross is heavy, Father! I have
borne

It long, and still do bear it. Let my
worn

And fainting spirit rise to that blest
land

Where crowns are given
my hand ;
" And reaching down
Lead to the crown
Thy child !”

Father, take

Vital Christianity.

It is vital Christianity when the be-
liever can say, “I live, yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.”  This is not a
shadow which we pursue, nor a dream of
the night. The union of sunlight with
flower, of heat with fire, of life with the
body, is not more real. There is a li
which is hid with Christ in God for sin
ful, helpless men and women; not a
fancy of the mystic in his solitude, not a
prize for him who has leisure and learn
ing, but a rveality for all Lelievers amid
their temptations, troubles, duties, cares.
Man has a body; he is a spirit. Spiri
tually he may be joined with Christ and
' n But this union
It is, how-

become a son of God.
does not destroy personality
ever, vital —the life of Christ within the
believer as distinguished from external
influence or assistance—so that the
apostle says, “He that hath the Son
hath life.” It is inscrutable though not
unintelligible. We cannot fully compre
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hend 1t, but may know it by experience,
It is increasingly revealed to every faith
ful disciple. ““Of his fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace.”— Rey
Herbert W. Lathe, in Chosen of God.

Why Jesus Put Clay in the
Man’s Eyes.

I asked an acquaintance, & French pro
fessor, a friend of mine, a man of a good
deal of spiritual insight :  “ Professor,
what is your thought about it ? Why do
you suppose Jesus Christ anointed the
yes of that man with clay?”  “Oh,
said my friend, “ I don't know, sir, unless
it made him a little more willing to go to

wash.” Well, now, may not that he a
chief reason ! There is much in it. You
know our Lord often puts us into a posi

tion by His providence, wherein, because
of our new straits, or discomfort, or em
barrassment, we become willing to take
some other needful step ; and if it were
not for that trial, or sorrow, or humilia
advance a step. Of
these providences, often so dark, trying
and tioublous, how often we say, *““ Oh, if
God had not sent But
that event is the one condition in
dispensable, on which the Lord leads us
to take some further step.—H. C. Mabie,
L.D

tion, we never would

that upon me !
very
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The Morning Hour,

How irresistible the temptation to
most Christians to give the first hour of
the day, when they feel strongest and
freshest, to what they consider their most
pressing and Important work, and to
leave the study of the Word and com
munion with God to some more leisure
and convenient time—a time w hich pos
sibly may not come throughout the day.
Robert E. Speer of
his power and influence when he told a
friend that he denied himself an hour's
sleep in the early morning that he might
spend that hour
his Bible,
the result
Advocate,

revealed one secret

alone with his God and
Try it, dear reader, and note
Yorth

Carolina  Christian

Keep the Heart,

““John,” said an artist the other day to
a Chinaman who was umnHm:Iy acting
model, If you don't look
pleasant I pay you.” “No use,”
grumbled the washerman, “if China
man feelee ugly all the time, he lookee
ugly
world

as a “smile

won't

0 it is with every one else in the
If we would have pure thoughts,
clean conversation, and noble deeds com
have good hearts,
reveals the inward. The
spring gushes forth from the hillsides,
pouring out the kind of water in the
secret reservoir hidden in the hill behind
it. We can not conceal our real selves,
“The idois of our hearts look through
our eyes, appear in our
betray their worshippers
secret or how sly ;

ing to view, we must
The outward

manners, and
No matter how
no matter if our asso
ciations are in the dark, their images will
appear, sooner or later, in our faces and
conduct.” The sinful heart casts a
shadow over the face that no will of ours
can drive away. Evil thoughts constantly
harbored in the mind trace themselves
indelibly upon the countenance, and are
published to the world, We may make
a good appearance for a time, and hide
our true character ; but in an unguarded
moment the inner life will reveal itself
The wolf cannot wear the sheep’s clothing
without being discovered. We giveothers
an insight inwo character when we least
think about it, counterfeit way re
semble the genuine coin, but it is always
detected. True metal has a ring that
cannot be imitated. There is no mistak
ing the clean, frank, open heart ;
in the countenance, speaks in
and lives in the deeds.

it shines
the words,
If we have real
goodness in our hearts, the world demands
no further proof of our
Our everyday lives are our credentials
The living epistle needs no interpretation ;
it is “known and read of al
Western Christian

Christianity,

men,”
Advoeats

Put as much of heaven into daily life
as possible. Be happy, and render ]
happy about.you.  Keep pure and make
all pure whom you can jnfluence by your
spirit and conduct In our work-day
order of existence, the more of the Joyous,
the purifying and the elevating we can
introduce into it, the better for ourselves
The Preshyterian,

and for others
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is absolutely no “shouting” in the ser.
vices, but they are just as spiritual and
just as earnest as in the old times. The
early morning prayer-meetings and the
closing consecration services were won
derfully inspiring and helpful. There
scemed to be a quick response to any
reference to the spiritual and evangelistic
aim of the League.

The meeting  scarcely
among these people. For some reason or
other it has died out, but Christian testi
mony is by no meaus a thing of the past.
A much larger proportion of the people
gave their religious experiences at these
conventions than would be heard at
similar gatherings in our own Church.
The preachers in this Illinois Conference
all go in for revival services, and the man

class exists

ALL ORDERS for Topic Cards, Pledge Cards, Charters,
Epworth League Reading Course or other Lesgue
should be sent 1o one of our Book Rooms at

whe would close up his year's work with
out having attempted any evangelistic
work would have to answer some rather
pointed questions at the annual district
meeting. During the past year there
have been large in-gatherings everywhere
On the Danville District there have been
over one thousand conversions

COMMUNICATIONS for this P
should be addressed to the Editor. Rav. A. C
Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

per, News Items, ete,
TREWS,

These prm‘n«:tl, go-ahead Methodists

Ebitorial' ; pay much attention to the boys and girls,
n /x / S and the work of the Junior League is
DMHDKTDKEIOKEDIE  greatly emphsized. At the Danville

District Convention about sixty boys of

#

the Epworth Guards attended and added

Among Our Cousins.

much to the interest of the occasion.

During the last two weeks of June
we had the privilege of attending a short
series of District Conventions in the State
of Illinois. There were several things
that impressed us that may be of some
general interest. 1 he meetings were held
during one of the hottest weeks on re
cord, but the attendance was good and
the interest manifested quite remarkable.
The churches were full each night and
the people sweltered in the torrid weather,
but stayed to the end. Our friends of
the Methodist Episcopal Church believe
in the Epworth League, and are satisfied
that it is worth working. At each con
vention, with one exception, caused by
illness, the Presiding Elder was present,
and nearly all the preachers.

The method of conducting the exercises
was exceedingly business-like. No time
was wasted either at the beginning or the
close. At the evening services the speaker
was on his feet a few minutes past eight,
and when he was through the meeting
was instantly closed. There were no
votes of thanks or remarks by the chair
man, and no unnecessary *palaver” of
any kind, but the closing hymn was im
mediately announced and the benediction
pronounced. It was a refreshing contrast
to some conventions on this side of the
line, where we have seen a chairman
spend half an hour vainly trying to close
up a meeting.

The absence of the * vote of thanks’
did not, by any means, indicate any lack
of npprm-in(iun, for a large proportion of
the audience took occasion to personally
thank the speaker for his words.

These conventions were held upon his-
toric ground, and covered a large part of
the territory where Peter Cartwright
preached and labored for fifty years.
There is a different type of Methodism in
Tllinois than in the time of this veteran
of the cross. The peop
demonstrative in their religion, and there
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Said our friend: “When I first ex
posed thet grain several of the birds ate
readily of it, and T picked up a couple of
dead ones ; but since then not a grain has
taken. ‘The little rascals pass it
right by, and take only what they find on
the ground for the ‘bants.” I feed more
wheat to the thievish sparrows than to
my fowls ; but there seems to be no help
for it—theyare too sharp and wise for
me, and 1 don’t care to waste powder and
shot on them.”

Standing against a brick wall on the
corner, of the same town, was a man
three parts intoxicated. The pastor had
induced him to come to church, and had
hoped for his reformation ; but, it seemed,
without a Going up to him, the
preacher said :

“Jim, how is th Drunk again ! Why
don't you stop altogether, and be a

been

man &
“Mr, —

been to

7 said he, T can’t! I've

doctor in town to get

every
straightened up, one time and another
but it's no good.”

“You're killing yourself,” said the
'l,h[ll[‘

«T know it,” said he, “it's poison I'm
taking ; but I can't leave it alone.

Asking the question we now put, we

passed on our way. Can you answer it 4

How much wiser is a sparrow than a
man !

A Hundred Monuments.

In a recent visit to the beautiful vil
lage of Fonthill, we saw more than a
hundred monuments, which commemorate
the public spirit of a citizen who died
They are in the form of
magnificent, full grown trees which line
the streets on both sides.

Years ago this gentleman invested a
considerable sum in setting out trees on
the public thoroughfare, and now that he
is gone, the trees remain to keep his
memory green. The people appreciate
his generosity,and will not on any account
allow any one of the trees to be destroyed.
Such monuments are better than those
of stone or marble, for they minister to
the comfort and happiness of the living.

Our towns, villages and country roads
might be greatly beautified by planting
more trees,

some years ago.

Alarming.

The New York Christian Advocate gives
the following description of a lamentable
condition of affairs :

“ A Methodist church has not far from
three hundred members ; it is beautifully
located amidst an intelligent population,
and on pleasant Sundays quite well at
tended. But seldom is the voie of any
member under forty years of age heard in
the weekly prayer-meeting, nor do more
than three below that age take active in
terest in the church, and these are per
haps twenty-five or twenty-eight years of
yung men of the congregation
seldom attend the morning service, and
not many of them attend the evening
Even in the social assemblies
and entertainments of the church the
workers are generally women in middle
life. Yet the community swarms with

service,
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young people, many of whom are worthy
of high admiration, seem to love and de-
sire to know the truth, and to be willing
to doright, but the church is not reaching
them. Unless there be a speedy change
that church is doomed to disintegration.
Within_fifteen or, at most, twenty years
the leaders and workers will be disyuali-
fied or dead. None are ready or becom.-
ing ready to take their places.”

'he distinguished editor is right. Any
such church is sure to 80 to pieces in
time. There are not many of this kind
in Canada, but we happen % know a few.
The church of the future is the one in
which the young people occupy a large

lace.

If we had our choice, lowever, we
would prefer “I'he Bicycle Christian.”
He keeps from falling by an onward
movement. When he stops he falls,
This is the class of workers we want in
our Leagues. No one ever backslides
who keeps actively engaged in work for
the Master,

Our Next Issue.

Next month we are planning to pub-
lish a special Sunday-school number of
this paper, on & scale never before at-
tempted in this country. The help of
many of the best S8unday-school workers
in Canada has been enlisted, and almost
every phase of Sunday-school work will
be treated by specialists, Arrangements
are being made by which this number
il be supplied ut actual cost for distri-

tion among Sunday-school teachers and

cers, .

WaiLk hymnals are coming from the
%8 in such numbers that it is difficult
find names for them, our splendid
anadian Hymnal goes on the even tenor
i becoming every year more
A standard music book of this
ind is much better than the numbers
1, 2 3, 4 and 5, which are tinually
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Tug parsonage may look like other
houses from the outside, but in its internal
appointments it has an indj duality of
its own. A moment’s glance at the par-
lor identifies it as a parsonage at once,
The carpet often looks a8 if it had been
bought at a bargain store, the chairs and
sofas are all old fashioned, and some of
them entirely worn out, but they will pro-
bably have to do duty for years to come,
There has been great improvement in the
class of houses supplied for ministers’
residences during recent years, Now let
there be a lictle attention to their
internal arrangements, Send a lot of the
old furniture to the auction room and
cheer the preacher's family by brighten-
ing his home. It is shame that the
pastor’s wife should be forced to go and
ask the Ladies’ Aid Society for any little
addition to the parsonage furnishing,

Ld

TrE tendency everywhere in business
circles is towar rf combination and consolj.
dation. The “trusts ” and the depart-
mental stores come in for a large amount
of abuse, but they go on prospering Jjust
the same, It ig perhaps as well to recog-
nize that they have come to stay, and
indieate a trend of the times, As’ these

ppearing,
L

Ir is positively sad to see a grown
man, who ought to have more sense, lead-
ing a convention of young people in sing-
ing ditties chat have neither poetry, theo-
logy nor music to commend them. Those
who have charge of programmes should
prevent the peripatetic singer from ex-
ploiting his little song book at the con-
vention,

Sunday-school Rally Day.

During the summer, in most city and

X

Tue Lord’s Prayer is intended to be a
part of the public worship in which all
the people may join. In most churches
it is not a very great success, as its repe-
tition is nothing more than an inarticu-
late mumble. If the congregation are
expected to repeat the Lord’s Prayer with
the pastor, they should be trained to do it
in an impressive manner and in an audi-
ble voice, as is done in the Church of
England.

town Sunday-schools, there is usually
some falling off in attendance, and conse-
quent lessening of interest. It may be
claimed that this should not be, but ‘as a
watter of fact we know that it is so. In
order to bring together the scattered
forces, and give the school a good start
for the season’s work, the General Sunday-
school Board has appointed the last Sun.
day in September as a general Rally Day,
Such a day has been observed in many of
the larger schools for some Yyears past, but
it is desirable to introduce it into every
school. A programme for use on this
occasion has been prepared under the
direction of the General Board. See ad-
vertisement in this issue fo: particulars,
—

Curious Christians.

Tue latest kind of Christian we bave
heard of is “The rocking horse Christian,”
The name itself is new, but not the kind
of character to which it refers,

There are many professing Christians
who are fussy and noisy who, after all,
accomplish but little. There may be
plenty of action without progression,

“The wheelbarrow Christian " is also
a character frequently found in our
churches. Such people only work when
they are shoved, They easily fall over
and must always be helped up. This class
of character, however, is much more
desirable than the former,

AN Faster service without a flower
and a patriotic service without a flag are
not comy »te. Quite a number of churches
had patt.iic services on the last Sunday
in June, but not one in six displayed our
national emblem, of which we are so
proud.  Our friends in the United States
do differently, In many of their places
of worship the stars and stripes are seen
every Sunday in the year,

Your pastor did good work last year,
and everybody was pleased with the re-
sults. The church showed its apprecia-
tion by passing a complimentary resolu-
tion, and asking him to return for another
year. 8o far, s0 good. No doubt the
preacher felt gratified over these resolu
tions, but reu“y'they did not help to pay
the butcher's or the baker's bills. We
would suggest that the next resolution
be put into the form of an increase of
salary, which would be a practical way
of expressing gratitude,

o T TR

great are now managed, they
are intended for the benefit of the few,
The ideal condition of affairs would be for
them to be conducted for the benefit of
the many. Public ownership of railways,
steamship lines, electric lights, street rail.
ways, ete., seems to be growing in favor
year by year.
L

Wt is the reason that the secular pap-
ers make 5o many blunders in referring to

+ church affairs,isaquestion frequently asked

by preachers and others, The answer is evi-
dent. For reporting the markets they
employ a reporter who understands com
mercial affairs. The man who has charge
of the sporting column is generally an
old “sport,” and the writer who prepares
the political articles understands party
questions (horough]y, As a rule, the
youngest and greenest reporter on the
staff is detailed for duty to write up
church  conferences and conventions,
What he does not know about ecclesias-
tical methods would fil] whole library,
Of course he makes Plenty of mistakes,
As far as we know there isonly one daily
newspaper in Canada that employs a
thoroughly competent church reporter,
the Manitoba Free I "ress, of Winni peg.

L

Our Reading Course for this year,
which is advertised on page 256, ig
quite a radical change from former years,
The number of books has been reduced
from four to three, and the prise from
$2 to $1.35, with postage added, By pur-
chasing a number of sets together, and
having them sent by express, the cost
will be considerahly less than 1,50 per
set. Now is the time (o talk up the
Reading Course, and get it under way.
Many fail because they leave organization
until too late in the season. The bulk of
the work of a Reading Circle ought to
be done before the Christinas holidays,
If at all possible, plan to have your Circle
commence its reading early in September,
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On the Road.

Across the Continent.

The weather was kind to the San Fran-
cisco excursionists, for the beginning of
the journey at least The excessively
hot wave had passed, and it was cool
and pleasant on the afternoon of July
8th when our California special train
pulled out of the Union Station, Toronto
When the Convention was first men-
tioned, it was thought that it would be
pleasant for some of the Canadian dele-
gates to travel together, and a speg lal car

s engaged. As applications poured in,
it was found necessary to add a second
and later on a third and fourth, so'that
finally we were provided with a train to
ourselves Across one of the cars there
was placed a large streamer with th
words, anadian dpworth  League
special, San Francisco, July 18-21.”

Our party did not consist entire:y of
Epworth Leaguers. Quite a number had
taken advantage of the cheap rates to see
California, but the majority were
interested in the great Convention
We had twenty-three preachers on
board, three dentists, and one doc
tor. The latter's services were
called into requisition several
times for slight illnesses, but on
the whole the excursionists enjoyed
excellent health from art 1o
finish One of the ministers, Rev
C. M. Marshall, of South Cayuga
was given the trip to San Francisco
by the Leagues of his cireunit So
far as 1 know this is the only
League in Canada that so treated
their pastor, and it is worthy of
special mention,

From Toronto to Detroit our train
ran over the Canadian Pacific, and
from there to Chicago by the Wa-
bash. We started from the Queen
City with about sixty people, but
picked up quite a number along the
way Berlin sent eight, besides
several who went by other lines.
From Woodstock we secured eight,
and from London six

One whole day was spent in
gight-seeing in Chicago, No at-
tempt was made at systematic tour-
ing, but all went where they
pleased. Some strolled off to Lin-
coln Park, and luxuriated among
the trees and flowers of that
famous pleasure ground, while
others visited the Board of Trade
the Art Gallery, or the Stock Yards.

It was a tired group of humanity
that gathered at the North-western
Depot at night By about eleven
o'clock a train of four large Pull-
man tourist sleeping cars was made
up, and the weary people were
permitted to go to bed. The sleep-
ers were of the newest pattern of
tourist cars, and were much better than
we expected. Some of us had been a
little afraid that this sort of car would
be so inferior to the first-class Pullman
as to be unsatisfactory On the con-
trary, everybody was delighted with the
accommodation. It can safely be said
that when the most modern type of tour-
ist car is secured, it is quite equal, if not
superior, a comfort to the standard Pull-
man for summer travel. One great ad-
vantage is that the seats are muc h cooler.
When our crowd is finally lined up, after
leaving Chicago, it is found that we have
160 on board This w not the total
attendance from Canada, as quite a num-
ber travelled by other roads It is prob
ably within the mark to say that there
fully 225 from the Dominion who
rossed the mountains.

The first day out from Chicago was a
warm one, and the weather supplied at
least one topic for conversation It was
not, however, nearly as oppressive as
several days in Ontario during the week

previous to our departure. At night it
became tolerably cool, and a delightful
night's rest was enjoyed by nearly all.

We were a happy family, determined
to have a good time. Formality was
dispensed with, and everybody chatted
with everybody else in the most delight-
ful fashion The train was not sup-
plied with a dining-car, but was timed
to stop at station restaurants for meals
These, however, were not always reached
at convenient hours, so that most of the
passengers provided well-stocked lunch
baskets, and enjoyed a picnic three thou-
sand miles long After breakfast each
morning we had family prayers, A
hymn was sung, and one of the ministers
read the Scriptures and offered prayer.
The day was spent in visiting from one
section to another, singing, chatting,
reading, et The time passed very
rapidly, and most enjoyably

Some on board, who were not members
of the Epworth League, wanted to play
cards, We did not prohibit them, but
they themselves, out of respect for t
company in which they were travellin}

THROUGH THE ROYAL GORGE

decided not to indulge, and consequently
not a card appeared

On nearing Omaha, Mr. B. H. Bennett,
Passenger Agent of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railway, who had looked
after the angements for our train, was
called into the car, and a complimentary
resolution was presented to him, ex-
pressing the highest appreciation of his
efforts to minister to our ~omfort All
the railway agents were most assiduous
in their attentions, and everything pos-
sible was done to make our journey a
pleasant one.

When Omaha was reached, we found a
Reception  Committee of Epworth
Leaguers on the platform to greet us.
They were there for several days for the
express purpose of giving information,
and saying a pleasant word to League
travellers When they found that we
were Canadians, they agked us as a
special favor to sing “ The Maple Leaf.”
About a hundred gathered on the plat-
form and joined heartily in our national
SONg Then some one proposed “ Three
cheers for President McKinley
were given with a will Our Omaha
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friends responded by calling for “ Three
cheers for King Edward.” Then fol-
lowed “God save the King” and “ My
country, 'tis of thee,” and we waved our
farewells as the train pulled out.

At Denver we had a similar pleasant
experience. The magnificent Trinity
Church, the finest in the city, was open,
and a reception committee constantly on
hand to greet delegates. In this fine
city we spent a whole day very pleasant-
ly. Many of us were surprised to find
80 beautiful a place with so many splen-
did buildings, when so short a time ago
it was but a moderately-sized town.
Denver was alive with excursionists, as
all the trains stopped for some hours.

Specials " chased each other in long
processions, and all poured their contents
into Denver, Of course the people soon

arrangement,
trip.

reay
graphic
dians made the
them thought that $5.00 was a large
sum to pay for a four hours' ride,

forty Cana-
Some of

but after they had returned the
unanimous verdict was that it was
worth much more than it cost.
The ascent is made by a cog-wheel
rallway, nine miles long, which
winds around the mountain side,
and climbs tremendous grades, until
the topmost point is reached, 14,147
feet high. The view from here is
one of the most magnificent in the
world, bafling all description. At
this tremendous height the air is
quite rare, and it is wise not to
make much exertion A few per-
sons found it too much for them,
and fainted, but the others felt
little inconvenience. Our car was
pushed up by an engine of great
power, but the speed was necessarily
slow. Every possible precaution has
been taken to prevent accidents. In the
twelve years that the road has been
operated, not a life has been lost. A
few tourists prefer to make the journey
on foot, principally for the sake of being
able to say that they have done it. It
is, however, tollsome and dangerous, and
very trying on heart and nerve.

“The Garden of the Gods" is like no
other spot on earth, It comprises a
unique collection of rocks, fashioned into
all sorts of curious shapes. The drive
through this remarkable garden was hot
and dusty, but wonderfully interesting.

“You don’t get much n in this coun
try, do you ?”" was the remark made by
a tourist to the driver of our carriage

“ Why, yes,” was the reply, “ we get

A GOOD RAIN EVERY SFRING.”
We were quite prepared to believe i
as everything was dry as a mummy. |
18 marvellous, however, what can be ac
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ON THE RIO GRANDE WESTERN.

complished by means of irrigation. With-
out it Colorado would be a barren desert

After a very busy day a lot of tired
people sought their sleeping-cars, and
slept  well, After leaving Colorado
Springs, we passed through some fine
mountain scenery, The Royal Gorge
was particularly enjoyed. Every head
was craned out of the window, and many
were the expressions of satisfaction, On
the afternoon of Sat urday we reached

GLENWCO'Y SPRINGS,

a place which attracts thousands of visi-
tors every year, Our crowd appreciated
its beauty so much that all were sorry
that the stay was so short. Several of
“the boys " here enjoyed a fine swim in
the open bath, which is fully 100 yards
long.
At about seven o'clock Saturday even-
ing our train pulled out, leaving one
passenger behind, This-was not a seri-
ous matter, however, as he easily caught
up by taking the next * special.”

Through Colorado, boys congregated at
the stations, offering pleces of ore for
sale. One of our college men caught a
lad selling “ silver ore,” and said to him,
*“'That is not silver, it is only pyrites,”

“1 know it 1s,” said the boy, “but I
can fool 'em with it all right.”

We did not make any heavy invest-
ments in “silver,”

We had expected to spend all of Sun-
day at

SALT LAKE CITy,

and all arrangements had been made to

VIEWS OF BALT LAKE
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avold travelling on the Lord's Day. Un-
fortunately traffic became so congested
on Saturday night, that our train was un-
avoidably delayed, so that we did not
reach the “ City of the Saints " until after
noon.  We were met by a reception com-
mittee of young ladies and gentlemen,
who did their best to make our stay with
them pleasant and profitable, They
specially requested that none of our party
should visit the Salt Lake on the Sab-

bath. It was quite a disappointment to
many, as they had anticipated a dip in
the lake, Nearly all denied themselves

the pleasure, and spent the time attend-
ing the meetings which had been planned

We were too late to attend the Mormon
service in the great Tabernacle, but at
four o'clock the organ was played, and
the magnificent choir of over 300 voices
rendered some fine music. The acoustic
properties of the Tabernacle are wonder-
ful. Everybody has read of the pro-
verbial pin which when dropped can be
heard in every part of the building,

At half-past six an Epworth League
Rally was held in the Salt Lake Theatre
The most striking feature of this meet-
ing was

A PEAYER TWENTY MINUTES LONG,
which wag offered by one of the local
ministers, It was remarkable for the
amount of in-
formation which

was given to
the Lord and
the people. It
was read from
“manuscript,”
and dealt with
American his-
tory and de-
velopment for
the past hun-

dred years, Poly-
gamy and gam-
bling were given
some hard blows,
and  the dear
brother entered
into several seri-
Ous  arguments
With the Deity
concerning a
number of mat-
ters, He sounded
the praises of
the Stars and Stripes, and declared that
it had never been covered with defeat.
Evidently the Reverend Doctor had never
heard of Queenston Helghts,

Our friends across the line always
speak of their country as “ America,” and
never think tnat the term applies to any
other country than the United States.
The writer had the opportunity at this
meeting of informing a large audience
that the British flag floated over the
larger portion of North America,

The railway yards at Salt Lake City
were crowded with excursion trains, and
It was a somewhat difficult matter to
find our cars, Everybody managed to
get safely on board, and the Canadians
Wwere about the first to start for the Coast
at midnight,

It was expected that the last day of
travel over

THE GHREAT AMERICAN DE:

ERT
would be an exceedingly disagreeable
experience on account of heat and dust,
but we were agreeably disappointed. It
was a little dry; of course, but the heat
was not intense, Everything considered,
it was, perhaps, the most enjoyable day
of the whole trip,

Several cars of Mississippi, Ohio, and
Alabama delegates had been attached to
our train, and early on Saturday morn-
ing the young folks began to * visit "
each other, A party of Canadians went
through the cars occupied by “ Ameri-
cans,” and entertained them with the
*Maple Leaf” and other Songs. In an
hour or two the Southerners returned the
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compliment, and came through our cars
singing “ Dixie,” “My old Kentucky
home,"” etc. When the train stopped,
the platform was crowded with singing,
cheering delegates. At one point, about
500 formed a cholr, and sang a number of
hymns, closing with “God save the
King,” and “My country, 'tis of thee.”
A first-class concert of solos, quartettes,
and readings was also rendered in all
the Canadian cars, under the direction of
Rev. T. Albert Moore, When  we
reached Sacramento, there was

A STIRKING SCENE.

A8 soon as we stepped off the train, we
were greeted by pleasant-faced young
ladies, who offered us fruit and flowers,
entirely free, They proved to be the
advance guard of the San Franclsco Re-
ception Committee, who had travelled 70
miles in order to meet us,

Groups of young people soon formed
on the platform, and the strains of
familiar songs echoed through the spaci-
ous depot. After leaving Sacramento,
our names were registered on the train,
and full information given concerning
the great Convention, while we rolled
over the fertile plains of California.

It was five o'clock on the afternoon
of Tuesday, July 16th, when we left the
train, and went on board the ferry-boat

MORMON TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE, BALT LAKE CITY.

to cross the bay to San Francisco. Thir-
teen cars poured their contents into this
glgantic craft, but it was not half filled.
It appears to have a carrying capacity
of about 5,000, Upon reaching the city,
there was an exciting time for a half-
hour, but the white-capped members of
the Reception Committee diq thelr work
well, and the visitors were soon accom-
modated in comfortable homes and hotels,
The first thing that impressed us was

THE COOL BREEZE

We could scarcely believe that it was
the middle of July. It looked queer to
see ladies wearing fur capes, and gentle-
men with overcoats, While the East
has been sweltering under a temperature
of between 80 and 90, in San Francisco
the thermometer had not rigen above 66,

It is certainly a delightful city for a
summer convention. The conditions un-
der which the meetings were held were
simply ideal.

The Coast City gave us

A GREAT RECEPTION,

No other place has ever gone to anything
like the same trouble and expense to en-
tertain us. The streets were beautifully
decorated with streamers and flags, but
the most attractive feature was the elec-
tric display at night. The tower at the
wharf, the City Hall, und other public
buildings were brilliantly illuminated,
while on the main street four large elec-
tric Maltese crosses hung in the centre,
Suspended from wires, which were dotted
with electric lamps,
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The whole illumination produced an
effect that will not soon be forgotten by
those who witnessed it.

All classes and al) denominations united
in extending a hearty welcome to those
who had come from the far east. To-
wards the expenses the citizens contri-
buted $20,000, and the committee which

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

greatly exaggerated. The probabilities
are, however, that fully 26,000 attended
from outside San Francisco, Fifteen
thousand of these, at least, crossed the
Rocky t was a ficent
object-lesson of the strength of Method-
ism, which could not fail to impress
the city and State, where our forces are
y weak.

managed the reception to P Mec-
Kinley having a surplus of $1,600, hand-
ed it over to the League Committee. The
Chinese also made a generous contribu-
tion.

The first day was spent in

SIGHT-SEEL

Our Canadian crowd scattered in every
direction, but nearly all visited the cele-
brated Seal Rocks and Sutro Gardens and
baths. Our boys greatly enjoyed a dip
in the ocean water at the splendidly
fitted up baths. The United Stetes Mint
was a place of interest to many, but the
great attraction to the greatest number
was probably Chinatown. Its streets
were thronged with visitors, and the
guides made a fine harvest. On Tuesday
evening there was a

GREAT CONCERT.

in the Mechanics' Pavilion, which was
crowded with an audience of about 8,000,
The chorus consisted of nearly 2,000 sing-
ers, sclected from the choirs of San
Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles, and
other California cities. They were well
trained, and the effect produced in ren-
dering such masterpieces as “ The Hea-
vens are telling,” *“The Hallelujah
Chorus,” ete., was very fine indeed. The
demand for seats at the concert was so
great that the programme had to be re-
peated on Saturday evening.

THE MECHANIOS' PAVILION

i an immense building, which not only
accommodated the great auditorium, but
also headquarters for all the States, walt-
ing-rooms, t

THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS

are to be congratulated upon the com-
pleteness of the ureparations which were
made. Everything possible seemed to
have been done for the comfort and
pleasure of the delegates, and if the
complete success of the Convention could
have been any gratification to them, they
must have been abundantly satisfied.
Everybody agreed that it was well worth
all the trouble and expense of crossing
the continent to have had the privilege
of enjoying this wonderful gathering.

To say that visitors from the East were
delighted with Sau Francisco is putting
it mildly. Those who imagine that win-
ter is the only time to go to California
are making a great mistake. The trip
in July or August makes an almost
ideal holiday. There is very little more
suffering from heat than is experienced
by those who “stand by the stuff” at
home.

The Convention closed on Sunday
night, July 18th, and on Monday morn-
ing the delegates went east, north, and
south, not a few remaining in California
for a few weeks, to visit friends, and
view the wonders of western scenery.
Of this more anon. A .C C.

Christian Endeavor.

h A } & 4 at
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note is a promissory note, Every mar-
riage compact, every business partner-
ship, every 1ight of citizenship, every
home, every united enterprise, every
state, rests upon some sure word of pro-
mise. This idea has put iron in the
blood of millions of young Christians. It
has been a tonic for the half-hearted. It
has strengthened the weak, and upheld
the feeble knees, and put courage into
those who were ready to faint,
L L

The Christian Endeavor Soclety cen-
tres about the prayer-meeting. Its beat-
ing heart is the prayer-meeting. Its
life-blood comes back to the prayer-meet-
ing every week to be renewed and vital-
ized as every drop of blood in a man’s
body comes back to the heart to be re-
vivified.

L

One of the century’s greatest thoughts
8 and in our
business, our factories, our schools, our
farms. Shall the Church only lag behind
in this respect ? To decry organization
in a church and laud it in a factory is the
height of folly, Only let this organiza-
tion never outrun the leading of the
Spirit. However many wheels there
may be, be sure that the living creature
is within the wheels,

Shall we organize thoroughly and
efficiently every other department of life,
and leave the most important of all, the
T side, and Inefficient?
That is a question which confronts the
church of the twentleth cemtury, and
that is a question which the Christian
Endeavor will do
to solve, for it believes in minute and
thorough organization, in giving every
member something to do appropriate to
his years and his powers, It practically

Tweati
Cincinnati.
That interest in the Christian En-

f T
booths, tourist offices, and a little of al-
most everything. As a place for “ head-
quarters " it was a decided success, but
as a hall for holding meetings it was
somewhat of a failure. Many of the
people in the rear could not hear the
speakers, and were continually going out
and causing disturbance. The other
places of meeting were much more satis-
factory. Experience has shown that no
one man can successfully address much
more than about 4,000 people.

CANADIANS TO THE FRONT,

At all the services the Canadian speak-
ers distinguished themselves. They
were placed alongside of the best orators
of the Methodist Churches of the United
States, and they more than held their
own. In almost every case the “man
from Canada” carried off the palm. At
the first meeting, the addresses of wel-
come were so prolonged that our Dr.
Henderson did not have more than about
ten minutes for reply, but he made a
fine address, and a very tired audience
listened to him with great attention.

The singing of Revs. G. W. Kerby and
G. R. Turk, and also of Rev. J. McD.
Kerr, and his brother, was very much
enjoyed.

On Saturday evening a great rally of
Canad and ex-Ci g, was held
in the First Baptist Church, which proved
to be a most delightful reunion. Short
addresses were made by representative
Canadians, and by many who formerly
lived in the Dominion. It was refresh-
ing to mark the spirit of devotion which
they still cherish toward their old home,
although now living under another flag.

In regard to

THE ATTENDANCE

at the Convention, it is very difficult to
form any accurate estimate, as most of
the reports in the newspapers were

deavor is not waning to any
serious extent was shown by the large
attendance at the Twentleth Annual Con-
vention, held in Cincinnati, July 6-10.
This is one of the hottest cities in the
United States, and no one would think
of going there in July on a pleasure
excursion. Those who attended were
attracted solely by the Convention. The
programme was an excellent one, many
of the best speakers in America being
utilized. As we have not space for any
report of the addresses, we shall give
more extracts from the annual address
of the President, and the Annual Report
of the General Secretary, which were pre-
sented on the first day of the Convention.
Dr. Clark’s subject was, “ The Twentieth
Oentury and the Christlan Endeavor
Movement.”

Here are some selected sentences :

I think it is no empty boast to claim
that the Christian Endeavor Society w:
raised up by Cod for this especial crisis
in the twentieth century. It is built on
strenuous lines. It appeals to the sense
of duty.

This is the meaning of the Christian
Endeavor pledge. Call it what you will
—covenant, afirmation, promise; word it
as you choose, so long as you do not
take out of it the ring of high resolve
and earnest purpose to confess Christ
and work for him.

..

.

Nothing great or stropg was ever done
in this world without a pledge. The
compact of the Puritans in the “ May-
flower " that founded the American com-
monwealth was a pledge. The covenant
of the Scotch Christians that lies at the
basis of the great Presbyterian Church
in all the world was a solemn pledge.

this by placing every one
upon & committee, which means that
something is committed to him to do. This
Society divides the young people into
bands accordi to their mutual sym-
pathies and abilities. It promotes unity
by fostering the only kind of unity that
God fosters—the unity of diversity.

. e

The Church needs the united prayers
of united youug people. Every good
cause needs their combined and aggre-
gated efforts. The country needs their
added forces on the side of Christian
citizenship and pure politics. The world
needs their undivided zeal to bring the
nation under the sway of King Immanuel.
Christian Endeavor furnishes a name
and a plan of union in which there is
no taint of sectarianism, a platform wide
enough for forty denominations to stand
upon. Who will go with us, that we
may each do the other good ?

* e

General Secretary Baer reported that
there were 61,427 Christian Endeavor So-
cleties in the world, with nearly four
millions of members.

“The Macedonian Phalanx” is an en-

of all or i
supporting a missionary at home or
abroad, or giving at least $20 to their
own denominational board. Several so-
cleties were mentioned as deserving spe-
cial recognition. The Endeavor Soclety
of Oxford Presbyterian Church, Philadel-
phia, $2,766 to The
Chinese Society of the Congregational
Chinese Church, San Francisco, with 44
members, gave in one year $1,621.

There are now 26,000 Comrades of the
Quiet Hour, who have pledged to make it
the rule of their life to spend at least
fifteen minutes alone with God at the be-
ginning of each day.

More and more is Christian Endeavor

The Decl of I ends

with a pledge. The Magna Charta was
a pledge of rights and duties between
sovereign and people, and English liberty
is founded upon it. Every commercial

an agency for
Christ. In all, 160,000 young people
have in the last twelve months joined
t?aucnnrch from the ranks of the so-
cleties.
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The Fredericton Epworth League closed
a most successful year on the 31st of

May, 1901. The reports showed that
good work had been done in all the de-
partments, During the winter the Liter-
ary Department provided a series of lec-
tures, which were greatly appreciated.
For the first time in the history of the
League the sum of forty dollars was
donated to the Conference Funds of the
Church, namely, Missionary, Sustenta-
tion, Superannuation, and Educationai.
The League is starting the year with a
membership of one hundred and twenty,
sixty-three active, thirty associate, ana
twenty-seven honorary, which is a slight
increase on last year.

Unique Programmes.

Some time ago the Editor asked all the
Leagues in Canada to send in to this
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Evening with Drummond.

The President of the League at Souris,
Man,, writes :
For the year ending May, 1902, we aim
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In view of the fine increase of mission-
ary givings from the Leagues of tne
Manitoba Conference, it was decided to
ask that an additional worker be ap-
pointed by the General Board as the re-
e of the Young People's So-

to contribute $100 for on the
Pray, Study, Give, plan, We named
that sum in memory of the late Miss
Maude McCrossan, B.A,, who had been
working earnestly for this same amount
in Treherne, but did not live to see it
contributed. She was until recently a
most faithful member of our League,
working in the Literary Department.
Her chief alm In life was that of soul-
winning. We held a deeply impressive

service in her memory.
On June 21t we had “ Evening with
d.” A very interest

5 T
ing programme was arranged by Miss
Mary Moore, Soclal Vice-President, of
readings, recitations, and solos. Some
novel features were: a choice selection
of wild flowers, a group of beautiful pic-
tures, such as Millais’ “Angelus,” “Sailing
ot the ‘Mayflower,’” * Pussy Willows,”
“Coliseum at Rome,” “ Deserted,” and
some beautiful sceneries, all of which
were greatly appreciated,

One of Drummond’'s short sketches,
* How to deal with doubt,” was read in
an able manner by Miss Ida Lawson. “A

office a copy of their pr card
for the next six months. A few have
done so, and several, quite out of the
ordinary, lie upon our table. The Gait
League publishes their topic list in the
form of a Maltese Cross, with six pages,
having the Active and Associate mem-
bers’ pledges on the last page. It is
very tastefully prepared. Another unique
programme comes from the League of
Central Church, 8t. Thomas, In the snape
of a fan, with three leaves. It is one
of the “cutest” summer ideas that we
have seen. It costs very little more
to prepare Topic Lists in these attractive
forms than to get them out in the old
stereotyped way, and they are very much
more interesting.

Picnic Convention,

The Leaguers of Galt District digressed
from the usual and

Tribute,” by D. L. Moody, and part of
Dr s talk on the “ Angelus,” was
also contributed, with comments by Mr.
D. R. McHaffie, who took the part of
chairman in a most happy manner,

Another novel idea was one which we
procured from The Era, it being that of
a musical contest. Miss Hattie Moffatt,
the successful contestant, being the re-
ciplent of a bouquet of roses.

The contest s a good idea to promote
friendliness.

Before refreshments were served, a
pleasant duty, performed by Miss Addie
Edmondson, was that of presenting Miss
Eliza McComb with a framed address, in
which the terms of appreciation of her
earnest work in the office of President,
and amiable manner while in our midst,
were well merited.

Hoping that we have not encroached
on your time and space.

mode of meeting and conducting a con-
vention, and have held what they termed
a District Picnic Convention. It was
held in Idylwild Park, situated midway
between the towns of Hespeler and Pres-
ton, on the Galt, Preston, and Hespeler
Klectric Road.

Two sessions were held, the one in the
afternoon, devoted to the receiving of
reports, discussions in regard to plans
for work, and all matters of business in
relation with the district work. This work
was done pri by the
of the several Leagues, and the District
Executive, All interested were «wordially
invited to participate. After the busi-
nbss session, games, sports, and social
intercourse was indulged in until about
5.30 p.m., when tea was served to all by
the Galt, Preston, Zion, and Hespeler so-
cleties,

The evening was given over to singing,
which was ably led by an orchestra and
choir from the Hespeler League, and
two stirring addresses, one by Rev. Bro.
Prescott, of Galt, and the other by Rev.
Bro. Cosens, of Preston.

This ended what we are pleased to
think as one of the best District Con-
ventions we have ever attended. The
officers for 1901 and 1902 are as follows :
President, Jno. Taylor, Jr., Galt; 1st
Vice, Mr. A. Eby, Berlin; 2nd Vice, rev.
G. W. Barker, Zion (Preston P.0.); 8rd
Vice, Miss V. Brewster, Hespeler; 4th
Vice, Miss N. Copeland, Zion (Preston
P.0.); 5th Vice, Miss L. Nieble, New
Hamburg; Y, N. A P
Hespeler; Treasurer, J. B. b, Galt;

Lob!
Con.-Repr., Mr, R. Hamilton, Linwood.

Among the Conf

The statistics of the Montreal Confer-
ence showed an increase of 11 socleties
and 143 members.

The Montreal Conference strongly
urged all the Leagues to take up the
Reading Course during the coming year.

The Toronto Conference approved of
the proposed Lecture Courses for our
Epworth Leagues during the coming fail
and winter,

Nearly all the Conference reports ex-
pressed appreciation of the Canadian
Epworth Era, and urged that efforts be
made to extend its circulation.

The Manitoba Conference took steps
toward the organization of a Conference
Epworth League Convention, and also
strongly urged the formation of District
Leagues,

The Toronto Conference emphasized
the importance of temperance work, and
expressed the conviction that it does not
receive the attention in the Leagues that
it should.

The Manitoba and Northwest Confer-
ence reports an increase of 44 Leagues,
and 1,063 members. The sum of $1,312
was raised for missions, an increase of
$627.  All the figures in this Conference
show a handsome advance,

The Pastoral Address of the Manitoba
Conference says the “ Forward Move-
ment among the young people of the
Church in the interest of missions has
been the most striking and most hope-
ful feature of Epworth League work
during the past year.”

cleues. ine lgea I8 10 obtan a man
Wwho will work among the foreign popu-
lation of Winnipeg.

Just a Line or Two,

The League at Nile spent “ A Night
With The Epworth Era,” on July 23rd.

A new E. L. of C. E. has been organ-
ized at Lyons' Creek, Port Robinson Cir-
cult, with 26 members,

A load of 25 Bridgeburg Leaguers paid
a fraternal visit to Ridgeway League re-
cently. They had a good time,

The Galt Epworth League sends out
houces to absent members in the form
of a telegram, headed, “The Epworth
League Telegraph Co,” ' It is a fine idea,

During the past year the membership
of the League of Central Methodist
Church, St. Thomas, has increased from
92 to 150. A noticeable feature has been
:hedlurge number of young men who at-
end,

The Book Sheir.

With the Tibetans and Tem,
narrative of four yea  on the Tibe
der, and of a journey into the far interior,  Hy Susie
Carson Rijnhart, M, blished by the Fleming H.
, New York, and Toronto,

Price,

This book will be of special interest
to Canadians, in view of the fact that
Dr. Rijnhart is a native of Ontario, and
the tragic death of her husband in the
wilds of far Tibet a year or two ago
aroused wide-spread sympathy,  Apart
from this, however, the volume is a re-
markable one, It is exceedingly well
written, and is replete with stirring in-
cident. Those who are fond of adven-
tures will find them here, more wonder-
ful and more thrilling than in any ro-
mance, Having started the story, it is
hard to lay it down until the last page
has been read. Never was there a re-
cord of greater pluck, daring, and en-
durance than is here recorded. One
cannot help wondering, however, why
Mr. and Mrs. Rijnhart should have left
a place where they had the prospect of
doing good missionary work, to wander
into an inhospitable part of the country,
where they could only expect opposition,
and where practically nothing could be
done to extend the Gospel. Still we can-
not help admiring their courage,

From Far Formosa. The Island, its People and Mis-
sons. By George Leslie MacKay, D.D., for twenty-
‘e years a missionary in Formoss. Edited by HRev.

Id, "ren; :«r:; ell Co., Chicago, New York,

The facts and incidents of this volume
were supplied by Dr, MacKay, and the
actual weaving into literary form was
done by the accomplished editor of The
Westminster. It is scarcely necessary,
therefore, to say that it is a well written
book. It contains a vast amount of
valuable information about Formosa, and
Blves a minute account of Dr. MacKay's
Own work.  The recent death of the
author will invest “ From Far Formosa "
with new interest,

The Evangel, the New Evangelism,
B Chas. A. . The Revell Co., Chicago,
New York, and Toronto, - Price, $1.00,

Mr. Eaton, during his residence in To-
ronto, as pastor of the Bloor Street Bap-
tist Church, was known as one of the
most earnest and practical preachers in
the city, who had a strong hold upon the
people. It is sald that more men at-
tended his services than those of any
other church in Toronto. Anything that
such a man has to say on the subject of
evangelism is worth reading. The ques-
tlon of revivals is dealt with in a fresh
and unhackneyed manner,



Great Missionaries.

Pastor Harms.

In the month of June, fifty years ago.
Louis Harms began his ministry as pas—
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prayer, and so he resolved to call a ship
from the vasty deep of God's providence
by the power of prayer., He devoted a
night to it, and got the ship, He said,
“1 prayed fervently to the Lord, and
laid the whole matter in his hands. As
1 arose from my knees at midnight, I
said, with a voice that almost startled
me in the quiet room : ‘Forward now,
in God's name !"” His people provided
the money; the ship was built at Har-
burg; was christened * Candace,”" queen
of the Ethioplans; the entire parish
labored for months before the time of
departure to provide the missionary out-
fit; and on October 28, 1853, she sailed

tor of a church in Her Ger-
many. There was very little spirituality
or Christian activity in the church when
his pastorate began, but being a man of
great earnestness and spirituality, he be-
gan to prophesy to the dry bones of his
parish in such a way that soon there
was life, movement, a great religoius
awakening, an army of workers potential
for Christian service, The question
arose, what use shall be made of this
religious energy ? It is under such con-

ditions that new religious iovements
begin. The Apostolic Church began its
forward for the ev ion

of the world in connection with a great
spiritual awakening. The Christian En-
deavor movement began in a revived
church in Maine, Pastor Harms urged
his people to begin a mission to the
heathen, His people were far from
wealthy, but the Lord of the earth is
wealthy, and they began to recognize
his claim on all that they possessed.
The first gifts for the proposed mission
were : six shillings from a widow, a six-
pence from a laborer, and a silver penny
from a little child.  The spirit of giv-
ing grew, and some who had not money
to offer gave themselves to the work.
until a company of twelve stood ready to
g0 to the neediest fleld on the face of
the earth, It was decided that the field
which called loudest, because it seemed
to be needlest, was in southeastern Africa
among a savage tribe to whom as yet the
Gospel had not been preached.

THE PERIOD OF PREPARATION,

The missionary volunteers were ready
to go to Africa at once, so far as their
spirit was concerned, but they were un-
taught German peasants, unfitted for
missionary work, A training-school
seemed to be the first requisite of this
unique forward movement, and so a
house was purchased in which the pros-
pective missionaries, under the direction
of Theodore Harms, a younger brother
of the pastor, began a four years' course
in Bible study, church history, the his-
tory of missions, dogmatics, and other
studies which were thought to be neces-
sary to make them workmen needing not
to be ashamed. But how were they to
get to Africa? The Lord provided a
way. A party of German sailors came
to Pastor Harms asking him to send
them to Africa in connection with his
missionaries,  This set the village on
fire with enthusiasm, and no less than
sixty persons came forward and asked
to be sent to Africa as colonists. The
movement seemed to bhe too successful.
After " knocking diligently on the dear
Lord in prayer,” Pastor Harms found
that none of the men who go down to
the sea in ships were willing to carry
his first company of missionaries to
their proposed Nineveh, and they were
80 completely willing to go that they
did not need to be carried by whales.

THE ** CANDACE.”

But sailors suggested a ship, and one
of the sailors suggested that they build
a ship. The proposal was good, but
where was the money to come from ?
Pastor Harms was a mighty man of

or via the Cape and Port
Natal, with eight trained missionaries
and a company of colonists, officers, and
sailors.

THE RESULTS,

It might be supposed that such an
effort as this would completely exhaust
the efforts of one parish, and that not a
wealthy one, to give and to do. But it
was only the promising beginning of a
growing mission, In three weeks the
vacant seminary was filled with twelve
new students, and among them a young
man named Behrens, who gave himsell
and his farm, and this mission farm
yielded sufficient revenue to support the
training-school.  Many months passed
by before they heard news of the * Can-
dace,” and their first company of mis-
sionaries.  They feared that she had
been lost at sea, and so they resolved to
humble themselves, confess their sins.
“pray to God, and build a new ship.”
But in 1885 she arrived in good con-
dition, and reported that a mission had
been successfully established among the
Zulu tribes, as they were not able to
reach the Gallas, the people whom they
had first selected as the subject of their
missionary enterprise,

The after story of this wonaerful for-
ward movement church must be crowded
into a few words. The “ Candace " re-
turned to Africa in 1856 carrying a sec-
ond company of volunteers, and in 1857
she carried forty-four persons to the new
Hermannsburg in Africa. Seven years
after the first missionaries had sailed
the home congregation found that glv-
ing had so much increased them, that
they owned a mission house, which was
occupied by forty-five students; a refuge
farm where they were sheltering and
training for a better life twenty dis-
charged convicts; a mission farm, and
printing house; and in Africa they had
40,000 acres of land, eight mission sta-
tions with good buildings, and one hun-
dred of their own number were already
on the field, where they had gathered
into the church fifty converts from the
African tribes,

Did they give themselves to death ?
No, the Lord prospered them in all re-
spects. During the life of Louis Harms
there was an increasing revival in the
parish, and it is said that during his
pastorate 10,000 souls were led into the
kingdom of Christ. Their expenditures
were large, but unsought contributions
came to them from all parts of the
world, and “each year closed with a
balance in the treasury!” Under the
pastoral care of Egmont Harms, the son
of Theodore Harms, the people are now
worshipping in a fine new church build-
ing, and on missionary ground they have
twenty-seven stations among the Zulus
and Bechuanas, manned by forty-six
missionaries, and among the Telugus In
India, they have nine stations and ten
missionaries, There are 402 native as-
sistants now at work, and the entire
number of communicants in the mission
churches is about 24,000, Would not
the Lord of the harvest say to our
wealthy Congregational churches, “ Go,
and do thou likewise " ?

‘they spend
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Nuggets.

The Indian Witness says that it is safe
to assume that 100,000,000 of the popula-
tion of India have an average annual in-
come of not more than one sovereign a
head.

There are ten Congregational churches
in Massachusetts that give more money
for missionary and benevolent uses than
in maintaining tneir own
churches.

According to Dr. Grundermann's sta-
tistics, the number of Protestant Chris-
tians in India and Ceylon has in fifteen
years grown from 446,780 to 763,641, near-
ly 70 per cent.

When Mr. Wardlaw Thompson was
asked, “ Will the London Missionary So-
ciety send men and women to replace
those who have died in China ?” he re-
plied, “ Will merchants send out cotton
goods again 7"

The greatest missionary bequest ever
made was that of the Leeds millionaire,
Robert Arthington, who diea last year.
It has been estimated that the amount re-
ceived by the London Missionary Society
will be £250,000, providing an income of
between £7,000 and £8,000 a year.

The world’s advance is due only to the
hopes, the plans, the progress, and the
work of living men and women who have
tasted of the waters of life for them-
selves and know what it is to live, and
are determined that the rest of the world
shall have life more abundantly, as
Jesus Christ himself has promised.—Ed-
ward Everett Hale.

Dr. Ament says that Dr. Murray's re-
markable work among the blind in
Pekin has been almost utterly annihil-
ated. He says all the blind Christians
in Pekin were killed by the Boxers, and
adds : “I was told that they met thelr
death like the heroes and heroines that
they were, Some of their hearts were
cut out to find the secret of their strange
courage.”

Bishop David H. Moore says :
is bursting with life
Education is its hobby. Notning is too
good for its boys. we secure the
priceless opportunity of educating them
for Christ, we must not only have first-
class teachers, whom we have, but also
first-class buildings and equipment. It
handicaps the faithful work of the ex-
cellent teachers that the halls, recitation-
rooms and dormitories should be shabby.”

Rev. Mr. Raley, our missionary at
Kitamaat, B.C., relates the following in-
cident in his interesting little paper.
Na-Na-Kwa : *‘ The Indians of this North
Pacific Coast have been loyal to Queen
Victoria, and will be so to her successor.
A little incident well worth recording
comes ™o mind. Chlef Shakes, of
Kitkatlah, the next (C.M.8.) mission north
of Klnmut a few years ago after a
successful ﬂlhlng season at Lowe Inlet,
sent a present of one hundred dollars
and an otter skin to her Majesty as a
token of loyalty. Her Majesty returned
to him the one hundred dollars, the hard-
earned savings of the chief, but retained
the otter skin; in return she showed her
appreciation of the gift of this great chief
by sending him a life-sized picture of
herself, in oils, set in a very magnificent
massive gilt frame, surmounted by the
royal crest. To his wife she sent two
Scotch  plaids. The above treasures.
with an autograph letter, it is reedless
to say, are highly prized and jualously
guarded by the old chiet and his family.
Indeed, natives have been known to
travel from sixty to seventy miles in
order to see these tokens of favor. It Is
said to be regarded as almost a mark of
honor to be wrapped in one of these
plaids.”

* Japan
and enterprise,
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YOU PEOPLE'S
Forward Movement for JHissions

1In charge of F. 0. STEPHENSON, M.D.,C M.,
Corresponding member of the Students’ Mission-
ary Campaign, 81 Czar Street, Toronto. -

Methodist Young People’s Summer
School of Bible Study and
Missions.

The following items were written by a
score or more of those attending the
Summer School of Missions in an inter-
mission of five minutes, and reflect in a
unique manner the impressions made
upon the minds of the writers. The
object of this proposal was not literary,
but inspirational, to the thousands who
had not the privilege of attending. Too
much cannot be sald in praise of the
efforts and tact of the promoters of the
school, and with a smoothness not often
experienced, each session was carried
through, and all were more than pleased,
This is the first of such summer gather-
ings, but we feel sure it is but the begin-
ning of a moverent which will grow to
grand proportions under the blessing of
God.

L]

The Summer School ? No Epworth
Leaguer who is interested in the mission
work of the Church, home or foreign,
should ever be absent from this institu-
tion. It has been a source of great bless-
ing to those working on distant fields to
feel the earnest throbs of consecrated
young Methodism.—Geo, E. Hartwell.

This gathering has marked an epoch
in the history of Methodist missionary
work in this land. Devotlonal services,
profound Bible study, inspiring and in-
structive addresses, all to the point, the
geographical and statistical information,
together with the social pleasures and
sight-seeing, combined to make the
school a blessing never to be forgotten,

DY

This morning, in response to a ques-
tion of the writer to the janitor—General
Robert—as to whether he was not nearly
worked to death during these days, he
replied, ““ It has not yet entered into the
heart of man to know what he can do,
Why one man could set the world on
fire, if he was determined to do it!”
That is the impression given to the
writer by this convention. Pastors, it
hath not yet entered into our hearts to
conceive of the power that there is latent
in our young people, and which we may
set free, if we are determined to accom-
plish the work,

e

We came 250 miles to attend this con-
ventlon. Now it is nearly over we feel
we would be willing to go twice that
distance to attend another such school.
Our sympathies have been broad: b;
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No more glancing over China or Japan
in one hour, but a thorough study of each
field, its people, its missionaries, and its
needs, if it takes all winter.

R

From its opening session to its close,
the spirit of devotional zeal was mani-
fest. We believe that the delegates will
go from this Scriptural and educational
conference, to be centres of wider in-
fluence because of the wider knowledge
gained,

e

The Summer School has proven a suc-
cess beyond all expectation. It has given
an enlarged view of our work, a greater
inspiration, and has led to a determina-
tion to pray, to study, and to do more
for missions in all possible ways. We
have wished that scores and hundreds
from the Conferences and Districts and
Leagues could have been present to share
the blessings of this school.

L

As a Bible school it is excellent. As
a means of acquiring information about
the work, it cannot be surpassed.

LU

The Holy Spirit has been with us in
these days of blessing. We have been
learning not to be dissatisfied because
we cannot do something great. Every
action done for Christ becomes great,
God has given us a work to do. Let us
be missionaries every moment.

Y

Ideas have been broadened, and clearer
views of the needs of missions have been
impressed. Those who attended will
pray and give, and endeavor when they
g0 back to their local Missionary So-
cleties to be leaders in sacrificing for mis-
sionary work.

LB ]

Every member of the League attending
the Summer School for Bible Study and
Missions will undoubtedly have his spiri-
tual life deepened, and his interest In
missions intensified.

LR ]

From a social standpoint, the Summer
School has been of the greatest benefit,
and if the missionary question is not a
social question, what is it ? The more
our social natures are developed along
the line of missionary enterprise, and the
more we know about the work, the better
we are able to be of help to others.

L ]

The Bible studies and addresses were
specially helpful to the ministers pres-
ent. It is to be hoped that all the pas-
tors will spend their holidays next year
in attendance at this school. There s
inspiration in it for the year's work.

e

We are especially impressed with the
importance of the pastors and the offi-
clals of the Church Boards identifying
themselves with all associations of young
people,

LR

Dr. Carman's judicious, discreet, and
sympathetic questions and recommenda-
tions throughout the sessions were speci-

y
seeing the needs, and we now go back to
do our best, to obey the Saviour's last
and greatest command.

LY

It has taught us to see greater depth
and beauty in the Bible, through the ex-
cellent Bible studies, and has given us
clearer views as to the need of mission-
ary work.

e w

“ All power s given unto me.” * Ask,
and ye shall receive.” If we obey this
injunction, we shall have our eight men
for China, our extra men and dormitories
for Japan, our twenty men for the North-
west, and reinforcements for Northern
Ontario.

ally 5
RS

The Summer School has been an in-
spiration to greater study and work in
the great interests of Christ's work in
the world. The impartation of fact, the
thrilling illustrations, the most interest-
ing descriptions, have interested and
greatly impressed all present,

LN

Our hearts have been stirred and our
sympathies aroused more than ever be-
fore by hearing of the great need of mis-
slonaries on the different mission flelds.
How we wish that every convener of our
missionary committees could have been
here, 80 as to have carried back to their
Leagues some of the enthusiasm of this
Summer School !

247

The systematic studies of the Word, so
ably conducted by Prof. McLaughlin at
the early morning sessions, constituted
one of the most interesting features of
the school. A wide and complete, yet
concise, survey was given of the whole
sweep of the divine plan as revealed in
God’s Word, in relation to the kingdom
of God as the realization of his plans
and purposes among men, and to the
Church as the working power of the
kingdom.

LR

Dear leaguers who stayed at home.
You missed it. Sessions—so helpful,
hopeful, and workful. Such an inspira-
tion to us who were a little weary in
well-doing. 1If the chance comes again,
don’t miss it !

LE N ]

We want consecrated men and women
filled with the grace of God, ready to
answer to the call, “ Go ye" to China to
work for the little ones,

RN

“ And Jesus sald unto them "—does he
not say it unto us ?—* Go, disciple all
nations.” He spoke then to a handful,
now to a mighty Church, then to poverty,
now to the world’s wealth. Breathe
from the heavens, O Spirit of God, that
all these forces may move forward for
the conquest of the world.

rren

1 have only been able to be present at
this one session, but I feel that I have
been amply repaid. The enthusiasm
created by the remarks of Bro. Hartwell
and Dr. Hart was felt by the entire audi-
ence. The latter speaker gave a most
encouraging report of the outlook in
China, and also made a touching appeal
for workers. The aged veteran moved
the audience to tears as he told of the
vast work yet to be done, and claimed
that Christ's blood would not be shed in
vain,

reen

Some things needed : 1. Power of faith
and prayer. 2. Personal work in our
Christian Endeavor. 3. More self-denial
on the part of C. E. members. 4. More
study on mission work. 5. Maps to
make our meetings in C. B. more inter-
esting. 6. A stronger desire to make
our young people feel that without the
missionary spirit in our C. E. we can-
not succeed in our work,

DY

One cannot help being impressed with
the fact that the call from all the mis-
slonary fields, both home and foreign, is
for men. Yet the great majority of those
who attended the school were women.
So it devolves upon the women to carry
home the clarion note to the men,

LY

I am eighty-nine to-day, and have at-
tended the church ever since I was
twenty-four. This has been the most in-
teresting missionary meeting 1 ever at-
tended. —Joseph Stephenson.

"o

The second edition of the programme
for the Summer School is very valuable,
I shall keep tine, not only that it may
help me to remember the many subjects
80 ably presented, but the information.
statistics, and addresses of our missfon-
aries make it of permanent value to me.
I wish a copy could be put in the hands
of every leaguer, minister, and other
League officer and committee member,

LY

I would suggest that a similar Sum-
mer School for the study of the Bible
and missions be held next year, and
that every delegate attending this school
begin immediately to invite and induce
ministers, Quarterly Board officials, Ep-
worth League officers, and members to
attend,
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Epworth League Lecture Courses.

In our last issue we called attention
to the importance of conducting health-
ful entertainments during the fall and
winter season, and strongly urged the
carrying on of Lecture and Entertain-
ment Courses by the Leagues. This
month we desire to give som~ hints as
to how these can be successfully man-
aged. The first thing to do with a
scheme like this is to talk it up, and get
a few members, at least, interested.
Plan to have, say, six entertainments,
about a month or five weeks apart. Four
of these might be lectures and two con-
certs, or perhaps they could be equally
divided. Select your lecturers and con-
cert and by cor
find out exactly what the cost Is
likely to be. Most of the lecturers can
be secured for their travelling expenses,
but some may expect a small fee. When
the cost has been figured out, then esti-
mate the number who are likely to buy
season tickets, and fix the price so as to
pay all expenses, and leave a small bal-
ance on the right side. Do not aim at
making much money out of these enter-

tainments, Let the object be the profit
and pleasure of the people. When these
preliminary arrangements have been

made, then appoint a committee to can-
vas the whole congregation. Explain
the object thoroughly, and ask for the
co-operation of all the people, especially
of the church officials. There could be
no reasonable objection to asking mem-
bers of other congregations to patronize
an enterprise of this kind.

If sufficient energy and industry are
put into this work, the success of the
Lecture Course can be assured at the
very outset. Remember, however, that
it means work. Your entertainments
will not be successful if you rely simply
upon announcements from the pulpit, or
hand-bills, They must be talked up.

As a help to those who desire to ar-
range a lecture course, we have compiled
the following list of subjects and lectures,
largely from the pages of The Era and
Guardian, during the past three years.
As far as possible, it would be well to
choose men who can be secured without
travelling too great a distance., Of
course the pastor should be consulted
before any steps are taken, and his help
ensured,

HISTORICAL.

“The Indian Mutiny.”
Coffin, Annapolis, N.S.

“The Tower of London.” Mr. 0. J.
Jolliffe, Classical Master, Collegiate In-
sutute, Ottawa, Ont.

* Windsor Castle and its Memories.”
Mr. 0. J. Jolliffe.

** British Museum."

Rev. J. 8.

Mr. 0. J. Jolliffe,

TRAVEL.

* Rambles through Scotland.” Rev.
G. H. Cobbledick, Parkhill, Ont.

“Ireland and the Irish People.” Rev.

Foster McAmmond, Perth, Ont,
*The Holy Land.” Rev. John Picker-
ing, Brantford, Ont.

A Trip through Irelar'd.” Rev. F.
H. McDonald, Cambray, Ont.
* Down the Gulf to Cape Breton." Rev.

‘W. B. Tucker, Ph.D., Shawville, Que.

“Through Britain on a Bicycle.,” Rev.
G. R. Turk, Toronto, Ont.
“A Tour in Bible Lands.” Rev. W,

Henderson, Farnham, Que,
* Around the World in Seventy Days."
Mr. Robert Rawlings, Wyoming, Ont.

DESCRIPTIVE.

*“ Under Fire in Dixie.” Rev. W. D.
Henderson, Pembroke, Ont.

“ What I Saw in the Southern States.”
Rev. J. E. Mavety, Kemptville, Ont.

' My Island Home, the Isle of Wight.”
Rev. A. E. Pates, Compton, Que,

" Life in Kingston Penitentiary.”
Rev. A. E. Lavell, Ayr, Ont,

** Jesusalem, within the Walls,” Rev.
Jas. Awde, Merritton, Ont.

YOUNG PEOPLE,

“Our Cirls.” Rev. H. W. McTavish,
Warwick, Ont,

“The Boy that is Wanted."”
Andrews, Winnipeg, Man,

" Success.” Rev. W. R, Young D.D.,
St. Thomas, Ont,

* Plough Deep.”
Springfield, Ont.

RELIGIOUS,

“The Ideal Church.” Rev, J. E.
Mavety, Kemptville, Ont,

" A Practical laik to Church Pews."
Rev. E. Roberts, Lindsay, Ont.

“ Pllgrim's Progress.” Rev. W. P.
McHaffie, B.A., Oxbow, N.W.T,

METHODISM.

“The Rise of Methodism.” Rev. B
E. Flagg, B.D., Nassagaweya, Ont.

" Mr. wesiey ana ms Preachers.” Rev,
A. J. Terryberry, Port Rowan, Ont,

" The Life and Times of John Wesley,"
Rev. J. E. Moore, Newburgh, Ont.
A Pilgrimage of City Road Chapel.”
Mr. 0. J, Jolliffe, M.A., Ottawa, Ont,
** The Doctrines of Methodism.”
F. A. Cassidy, M.A., Guelph, Ont,

" Charles Wesley and his Hymns."
Rey. J. 8. Ross, D.D,, Walkerton, Ont,

" Canadian Methodism.” Rev. 8. W,
Holden, Cayuga, Ont.

“The Sphere and Future of Method-
ism.”  Rev. 8. G. Couch, Innerkip, Ont.

MISSIONARY,

“ Helps and Hindrances to Mission
Work in Japan."  Rev. Eber Crummy,
B.A., Kingston, Ont,

** Reminiscences of Mission Life in
the West Indies.” Rev. G. G. Huxtable,
montreas,

* Life Among the Indians.”
Semmons, Winnipeg, Man,

" Ruw and Upiuw vs, Christian Mis-
sions.”  Mr. Joseph Gibson, Ingersoll,

“The Troubles in China.” Rev. Dr,
Daniel, Goderich, Ont,

PATRIOTIC,

“Our Empire.” Rev. Thomas Man-
ning, B.A., Lindsay, Ont.

* Christian Citizenship."”
Scott, Vancouver, B.C,

“ The Transvaal.”
Smith's Falls, Ont,
“Our Country.”
B.A,, Granby, Que.
* Briton and Boer,”
son, Prince Albert, Ont,

“ Britain in  Africa, Her Duty and
Difficulty.”  Rev. E. Thomas, B.A., Met-
calfe, Ont,

“The Glorious Reign of Queen Vic-
toria.”  Rev. G. W. Dean, Morden, Man.

‘* Canadian Patriotism.”  Rev. J. W.
Harrison, Roland, Man.

Rev. A,

Rev. John Morrison,

Rev.

Rev. John

Rev. E. E.
Rev. J. T. Pitcher,
Rev. T. B. Conley,
Rev. M. E. Wil-

“ Canada, the Greater Britain.” Rev.
C. E. Perry, Toronto, Ont.
“Canada, the Land of the Maple.”

Rev. C. M. Marshall, South Cayuga, Ont,
MISCELLANBOUS,

“Why 1 Left the Roman Catholie
Church.”  Rev. Chas. Langford, Laurel,
Ont.

“Flowers and their Lessons.” Rey.
W. R. Young, D.D., 8t. Thomas, Ont.

" The Triangular Man." Reyv. R.
Hobbs, Wingham, Ont.

“Doors.” Rev. J. J. Rae, Oshawa, Ont.

“Mind Your Own Business.” Rev, J.
J. Rae, Oshawa, Ont.

“ Something ' that Everybody Wants,”
Rev. W. F. Wilson, Hnmllum.,om.

“Seven Different People, of which you
are One” *“Living Influences.” Rev,
C. 0. Johnston, Toronto, Ont.
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** What to do and say at Home.” Rey,
A. 1. Snyder, Canboro, Ont,

" Bay So."”

** Blunders,”

“ Handsome Women.” Rev, R. J.
‘I'releaven, ‘1orouto, Ont.

“ A Nursery Khyme." Rev. G. W,
Henderson, St. Mary's Ont,

“ Workers, Loafers, Croakers.” Rev.
G. W. Henderson, St. Mary's, Ont,

" A House without Walis.” Rev. G.
W. Dewey, Toronto, Ont,

“The Human Voice.” Rev. Jas. Liv-

ingstone, Windsor, Ont,

" Be sure you are right, then go ahead.”
Rev. Dr. Ryckman, Cornwall, Ont,

** Singers and the songs they sing, both
grave and gay.” “ Pictures painted and

unpainted.” Rev, J. C. Speer, Toronto,
Ont,

“ The Ideal Man.” Rev. W, J. Hunter,
Toronto, Ont.

“ Paddle Your Own Canoe.”

Rev. John
Maclean, Carman, Man,

‘Climbing."  Rev. J, H. Hazlewood,
Hamilton, Ont.

“The Gospel of Health and Good
Cheer.”  Rev, David Rogers, Fordwich,

“The Man the Age Demands.”
E. G. Powell, Dutton, Ont.

CONCERTS,

In regard to arranging a few good con-
certs, to alternate with the lectures, we
do not think that League officers could
do better than communicate with Mr,
Hartman, manager of the Great Eastern
Lyceum bureau, whose advertisement
appears on the 2nd page of this issue.
He recommends the following attrac-
tions as being specially suitable for
church entertainments : The Enoch
Arden Concert Co. The Fadellis Wo-
man’s Orchestra. The Ernest Gamble
Concert Co. The Bostonia Sextette
Club,  The Swedish Ladies’ Quartette,
The McDonald Male Quartette,

Rev.

League Entertainments,

Editor of Era :—

Dear Sir,—In your July issue you de-
vote part of a column to the question of
entertainments in connection with the
League, and in the article you call at-
tention to the Great Eastern Lyceum
Bureau, and the advantage of the courses
provided by this institution. Permit me
to say that I have taken the pains to
look into the methods of the Lyceum
Bureau, and I can endorse every word
in your article as to the aims and moral
tone of the entertainments given. In
our “rules” and “ piedges " and also in
sermons, our Church has continually de-
nouncea certain kinds of amusements,
and no doubt we have not done so in
vain, but have we always been as zealous
to provide for the better class of enter-
tainment to take the place of those of a
questionable moral tendency ? I think
there are few things which are at present
a greater menace to the spiritual life of
our young people than the attractions
served up by the low theatrical companies
which are so much in evidence in all our
villages, as well as in the towns and
cities of the land. Not a few have been
asking what can be done to counteract
these influences ? and so far little has
been done or even suggested that is of
real value,

But let it be understood that the young
people will, and should, have entertain-
ment as well as religious service, and,
as the world cannot be trusted with such
matters with safety, it is the duty of the
Church to see that what is safe and en-
nobling, while the same time of the
lighter vein, shall be supplied at the
lowest cost consistent with fair and
honest business principles.

This can be done by the method fol-
lowed by the institution named in your
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editorial, and we know of no other way
in which it can be done,

It 1s to be regretted that it s neces-
sary to raise church fungs by entertain-
ments, but it is at present one of the
Ways, and the method above mentioned
is, we think, the least objectionable along
this line,

Mr. Hartmann, the manager of the
Bureau, has reduced this business to a
sclence, and those who have attended
the hartmann entertainments given in
the Massey Hall, of this city, will agree
that every one was well worth double
the price, and under any other arrange-
ment would have cost the double, I
is scarcely possible that the same low
figures could be given in places where
the audience would be much less, but
the tee in any case would be a surprise,

It should be remembered that with the
Church the cash question must always be
& secondary one, for the greatest of all
is the development of the mind ana souy
by that which inspires and ennobles.

The question of local talent is always
one to be duly considered, for in every
locality there are * gems of purest ray
serene,” and out of such, nature moulds
her monarchs in every line, these need
not be overlooked, as arrangements could
be made for their services to be retained,
but the ambition of every league and
church should be to put on nothing which
18 not of the highest class, both from the
artistic and moral standpoint,

It should be well remembered that
such talent is not within the reach of
the ordinary League along old lines, but,
according to the method pursued by the
Bureau, it is within the reach of every
live League in a town of one thousand
inhabitants.  There is a motive higher
than any yet mentioned, and that is
the aim we should have of starving out
the schools of evil to which reference
was made in the opening lines of this
letter.  The low ten cent variety enter-
tainment, which has become all too popu-
lar of late, is the enemy of the church
and league, while the concert, the elocu-
tionary entertainment, and the lecturer
of ability and tact are all calculated to
lift to a higher sphere mentally and
morally. Give the young people what is
8ood, pure, entertaining, and inspiring,

and the evil will not flourish in our
midst, J. C. Sree,
‘T'oronto.
et ———b

Unless we beware, the Word, which is
meant to point usg a way to God, may
actually intervene and hide Him from us,
The mind may be occupied and interested
and delighted at what it finds, and yet,
because this is more head-knowledge
than anything else, it may bring little
8ood to us. If it does not lead us to
wait on God, to glorify Him, to receive
his grace and power for sweetening and
sanctifying our lives, it becomes a hin-
drance instead of a help.—Andrew Murray.

A negro preacher, lecturing recently on
the “ Bicycle and Prayer,” said : * When
it comes to turnin’ a curve on a flyin’
bicycle goin’ down hill, a good break
beats the Lord's Prayer all holler.”
That is a homely way of saying that the
Lord does not promise to do anything
for us which we can do for ourselves.
The proper use of means to a known end
is just as much a duty as prayer. For
this purpose, God gave us sense and
Jjudgment, and when we lay aside these
and refuse to use them and ask God to
do the work we could do, we are like
spoiled children who refuse to walk, be-
cause they want somebody to carry them.
The poor, foolish people who refuse to
take a medicine prescribed by a reputable
Physician, because, forsooth, they want
the Lord to heal them, are of that class
Who refuse to use their common sense
because they want the Lord to become
theirservant. St.LouisChristian Advocate.

e ealth and home,

Disgusting and Dangerous.

“1 wish,” writes a physician to the
editor, “you would publish an article
showing clearly to women how they are
tempting fate for themselyes and all their
households by dragging thelr skirts
around through tuberculous sputum, and
then going home and brushing it off,
when dry, into the air of their bedrooms,
it would probably reduce somewhat the
mortality  from tubereulosis."—Good
Housekeeping,

The Supper Table.

About the only time in the day when
the average American family is together
is at the evening meal, and the severest
test of the wholesomeness of the house-
hold life is the spirit that prevails there.
We have no great faith in any attempt
to reform family conditions by super-
ficial devices, but much can be done to
elicit and manifest real household unity
by attention to some details, A grain
of sand may stop your watch as thor-
oughly as the breaking of its mainspring,
We have no receipts for broken main-
prings, but grains of sand may be re-
moved by a skilful touch. One way to
do this Is to set about contributing some-
thing to the evening meal, It you have
heard a good story during the day, save
it for the supper table. If a bright ob-
servation or a witty remark has occurred
to you, let it scintillate there. It you
haven’t mueh skill at this sort of thing,
try to draw some other member of the
family out, The supper table s no place
for care or worry, or disagreeable re-
marks, or disagreeable subjects. If
things that have gone wrong are meu-
tioned, see their humorous side. Persist
in it that you will not take them too
serfously. Where such a spirit presides
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wosld, will materially aid in spoiling your
vacation,

Then it is absolutely necessary, in vaca-
tion to lie long in bed, to rest. Keep
this  up conscientiously, especially
through the hottest days. The freshness
of the early morning fs likely to spoil
one's vacation-spoiling in spite of one's
self,

Decide at the outset that fair skies and
cool weath are essential to your happi-
ness.  You will thus enlist in your busi-
ness of vacation-spoiling the winds,
rains, clouds, and, in fact, all the forces
of the solar system.

Eat and drink what you fancy, and
much of it. Unless you are very unfor-
tunate, that will save you all further
trouble in the matter,

If, however, the vacation perversely re-
mains unspoiled, do nothing about it
Indeed, do nothing at all, If, in hot
weather, you read, or study, or sew, or
make garden, you will run serious risk
of failing to spoil your vacation. Take
warning,

Of course, what is true regarding help-
ing yourself is doubly true of helping
other people. 1 have seen vacations,
which were being spoiled in a very per-
fect and workmanlike manner, suddenly
and disastrously renovated by an impru-
dent act of kindness. To be sure, those
Wwho do such things are beginners in the
art; but be on your guard.

Stay indoors. There is something about
green leaves and flowers and butterflies,
insignificant though they seem, that is
able to enliven and cheer even a skilled
vacation-spoiler,

Above all, take no exercise, either by
work or by play, especially in hot wea-
ther. If you did, your food might be
well digested, and the emergy of your
nerves and muscles might be turned aside
from those restless, mysterious twitch-
ings which constitute one of the vacation-
spoller's most efficient allies,

The chief danger is that you may be-
come interested in something, and then

d-bye to all hope of spoiling your

at the evening meal the h liest fare be-
comes a feast.—The Watchman.

“How to Spoil a Vacation.”

Spoiling vacations is a wonderfully
popular amusement, It has always
seemed to me a pity that folks should g0
about this matter in such an unmeth-
odical, haphazard way. Everything, in
this century, ought to be done in a scien-
tific manner.

1 fear I shall appear to be boasting, but
I can assure you that a long, varied, and
entirely successful course of experiment
in vacation-spoiling entitles me to give
directions on this subject worthy your
implicit confidence. 1 know Just how to

o it,

In the first place, you must persuade
yourself that vacations are made simply
for you—for your own tastes or amuse-
ments. But this qualification is already
possessed by so many that it is hardly
worth mentioning.

If you own that most efficient notion,
you may safely dispense, in this task of
vacation-spoiling, with perseverance and
Industry. ~ When a man with a well-de-
veloped bump of selfishness sets out to
spoil his vacation, it is wonderful how
readily everything and everybody assist
him. It's easier than rolling down hill,

I hope that before your vacation began
you made very extensive plans for vaca-
tion work and play—so extensive that
they could not possibly be carried out,
even with all men’s acquiescence and aid,
The failure of these ambitious designs
through your own laziness, and the lack
of co-operation on the part of the cruel

vacation. Maintain with your utmost in-
difference a state of complete apathy,

1 will that the
following of these simple instructions
will never fail to result in a vacation
gloriously and systematically spoiled,—
Amos R. Wells, in “ How to Play,”

Friction in Daily Life.

A friend once said to me that she conld
fancy few situations more difficult than
that of life in the same house with two
persons who were obliged to have the
rooms at a different temperature. It
Jane insists on seventy degrees, and Mary
cannot breathe if the thermometer is
above sixty, they cannot be comfortable
together.  Similarly, if Alice insists on
an early breakfast and Amy on a late
one, and they cannot compromise, and
neither will bate a jot of her own prefer-
ence, the home will not be peaceful and
serene,

The battlefields of domestic life are
carried by those who have the stronger
wills and the larger equipments of com-
mon-sense. Few of the strifes and strug-
gles which make uncongenial companions
actively antagonistic are worth while,
There 1s no principle at stake. Only a
pretty self-denial, a mere trifie, a little
difference of opinion or of taste, but the
home is rent and marred, hearts ache,
and the loving are alienated. Entire
self-restraint would do away with the
outward expression of most of the irrita-
bility and friction in home life, and if it
were unexpressed, it would soon become
non-existent.

R0
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By Rev. T. J. Parg, M.A.
AUGUST 18.—“GOD’S REQUIRE-
MENTS.”

Deut. 10, 12-14.

Home ReapiNes,

. Men and God . Micah 6. 6.8

. He requires Deut. 6. 1-9
Obedience covers all “1.John 5. 16
Service i incladed P, 100, 1
We can do His will Luke 8. 1
God helps men Px. 87, 2381

A present-day weakness is found in
this—that people wish to have the bless-
ings of religion here and hereafter with-
out fulfilling its obligations. They wish
the peace of mind, the deep joy of soul.
the rest of conscience, the security amid
constant changes which religion gives,
but they are not willing “ to do justly, to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with their
God." And it is plain that the former
cannot be had without the latter. In
other words, such people desire the ad-
vantages of the divine government with-
out obeying its laws; they want the pro-
tection of the law without observing its
requirements. And this is impossible.
Indeed, it would not be a good thing if
it were possible. For a worthy thing
possessed without an effort correspond-
ing to the value of the thing is not ap-
preciated when possessed. God’s bless-

source, and terminate In the same again.
There are various forms of expression,
but one religion. Religion is called a
way of righteousness, a way of truth, a
way of peace, a way of pleasantness.
These are apparently different paths
which God has prescribed for his people,
and yet there is but one path and in that
path are found righteousness, truth,
peace, and pleasantness. All God's peo-
ple are found walking in this path. And
walking, remember—not standing still in
God’s way.

3. We are called upon to love him. If
the fear spoken of were terror, it would

11, possible to love, Love is the germ
in the heart that blossoms and bursts
into all the fragrant fruits demanded by
God's holy law. The law says, “ Give
me fruit,” and we have no fruit to give:
But love born of God softly originates
and develops all the fruits of the Spirit.
The absence of this love is the absence
of Christianity. This love marred by
the fall, restored by the cross, is the re-
sult of appropriating God’s love for us.

he measure of it is, “all your hearts.”
Not more than human strength is re-
quired; not less than will fill the heart
is demanded,

4. We are called upon to serve him, To
serve him we shall interpret to mean
service in the sense of worship. This
means to adore, to praise, to pray, to
surrender to God. It implies worship
privately, publicly, outwardly, and sin-
cerely, And what is the end of true
worship. Well, God asks it, not for his
benefit, but for our good. There is a
spiritual return for meeting together in
the house of God and engaging in public
worship ? Well, God asks it, not for his
homage to God, it reacts in Dblessings,
mercles, and privileges upon ourselves.
p is also good for the world. It

ings must be sought by prayer, won by
and by obedl

GOD CLAIMS OUR SERVICE.

Moses had prayed to God for blessings
upon the people of whom he was leader.
The prayer had been answered. And
how renewed obedience was due to God
from the recipients of his favors. God
had granted good things; now he requires
faithful service.

1. What kind of service is clamed ? It
is summed up, and strongly enforced in a
few words,

(a) Willing service. “ What doth the
Lord require ?” The word signifies to
ask or request. God in the law of Moses
commanded many observances and en-
forced obedience when necessary. But
love and veneration must be voluntary.
The Almighty does not rule men like suns
and stars, nor like animals; but he ap-
peals to reason and conscience; he soli-
cits and requests our service. “Who
then is willing this day ?” “ Will ye be
my disciples ?”  An appeal is made to
the will of man to submit to the will of
God. And this is the very essence of
religion. What a gracious attitude for
the Eternal God to assume towards man !
With what love and urgency does he re-
quest our obedience !

(b) Practical service. Genuine religion
is always practical, not mere feeling and
form. It is reverent fear, filial love,
and faithful service. First of all, we are
called upon to fear him. This does not
mean to be terrified—that is the religion
of the natural man, Unless taught of
God, men look upon him with terror
and alarm. Hence to them religion is
a gloomy and sepulchral thing. But to
the Christian who understands his privi-
leges all is reversed. He has no alarm:
he courts God's presence and feels that
presence to be the inspiration of hope
and joy. His fear of God means obedient
reverence—he reveres the object of his
trust and service, and has the feeling to-
wards him that produces practical obedi-
ence to his will,

2. We are called upon to walk in his
ways, All the ways proceed from one

impresses the consciousness of men for
good. It is an object-lesson of religious
reverence. And, when followed by good
works, as it always should, It 18 a most
signal evidence of the presence of God
in the hearts of men. Let the Epworth
League stand for careful and conscien-
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doing so rob ourselves of what is of
greatest and most enduring value ?

SPARKS FROM ANOTHER ANVIL.

Base your religion upon reverence, and
it can rise into power,

Learn how great God is and how little
you are, if you would become greater
than you are.

You must comprehend the terrors of
God's wrath if you would enjoy the de-
lights of his love.

Where religion is weak-kneed, it is be-
cause it is stiff-kneed before God.

God requires love; but the love must
not spring from the requirement, but
from the heart.

A test of love: Do you long to be
alone with God ? to talk with him ? to
plan with him ? to work for and with
him ?

We are climbing a mountain, Love-
to-man is a hand reached down, whereby
we are pushed upward; love-to-God is a
hand reached up, whereby we are pulled
upward. So we ascend.

As to human laws, we have to con-
sider whether they are right or not; as
to God's laws, we have only to consider
whether they are God's laws,

“Ignorance of the law is no excuse.”
It is the Christian's first duty to become
familiar with his statute-book, the Bible

A very small hole in a dike will let in
the water. A service that is only a little
less than whole-hearted will let in world-
liness.

God could have created a race of serfg,
bound to do his will by the necessities of
their being, like the clouds and the grass-
blades. How shall we reward him for
the greater confidence he had In us :

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Try to impress through this topic upon
the members present that God requires
more of young Christians than merely
to sing hymns, say prayers, and discuss
topics from Scripture,  All right in their
place as these are, our religion must go
farther—good works must follow God's
worship,  Justice, honesty, mercy,

tious attendance upon public p and
the means of grace, and for the legitimate
fruits of such service, and its power shall
continually increase.

WHY GOD CLAIMS OUR SERVICE.

The divine claim for future loyalty is
made on several grounds: (1) It is rea-
sonable. *“ What doth the Lord re-
quire ?" Anything unreasonable, im-
possible, or inconsistent ? Can God ask
less than what is due to him ? He does
not “ bind heavy burdens and grievous to
be borne.” His yoke is easy and his
burden is light. And the purpose of his
requirements is the attainment of our
highest God. .

2. It is filial. *“ The Lord thy God.”
We are God’s children by creation, pre-
servation and redemption. Service is a
filial thing from children to a father,
and from God's children to God himself.
Israel was often reminded of this re-
lationship and the duties which spring
from it. Whatever God was in himself
he was to them. In Christ, God re-
gards his people as his own and bestows
upon them special blessings. As God
has made solemn covenants for us,
pledged himself and ‘all his resources to
help us, we on our part should make no
reserve whatever, but devote ourselves,
body, soul, and spirit unto him.

3. It is just. Our service for God is
due from the constant mercies we re-
ceive from God. He brought us into
being; made us a little lower than him-
self; he provides for our needs; he has
given his Word, sent his Son, and opened
heaven. Mercies have been great, con-
stant, and multiplied. A suitable return
is due, and . should be rendered him.
The return that God requires is our fear,
love, obedience, and worship. Shall we
withhold what is due, rob God, and in

straight , truth, honor—in
short, godliness must be exemplified in
daily conduct. Good works must be the
fruit, while faith is the root of the
Christian’s life. Clip out the “sparks"
and distribute them in the meeting to be
read at some appropriate time,

AUGUST 25.—“DAILY PRAYER.”

Pralms 3. 1-22.

Home ReaviNes.

. Prayer always helpful Jos, 5. 1816

Stated times for prayer ... Dan. 6 411

Shutting out the world . Matt. 6. 513

Auy earing God ........... | Sam. 3 1-10

Aug. 2. Talking with God 1 Kings 19, 9-18
Sat, Aug. 24 A life of prayer Luke 21. 20-36

Prayer is the line of communication
that connects the soul with the base or
supplies. As the very existence of an
army depends upon the line of com-
munication being intact, so the very life
of the soul depends on its unbroken con-
nection with God the source of its spiri-
tual needs. When prayer ceases the soul
can no longer advance in spiritual things,
just as when the current is broken the
electric-car stops. Prayer, daily prayer,
continuous prayer in the sense of com-
munion with God, is an essential element
in the soul's progress and prosperity.

Our topic seripture gives much encour-
agement to prayer, and shows much
ground for serving the Lord, and many
advantages and abiding blessings to the
man who will acknowledge God in all
his ways. Still prayer connected with
the Christian's life is best illustrated in
the character of some human being who,
amid the same kind of difficulties as are
met with these days, proves that prayer
is what God declares it to be. 8o let us

SRS maad o a0 o o o
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take the interesting case of Elijah as
glven in 1 Kings 18, 42-46, and see how
prayer is in practical relig
experience,

THE CASE STATED,

Here is the case of Elijah in his prayer
for rain. In this incident the prophet,
says one, reaches a great crisis of his
life. It was to him a time of suspense
and anxiety. He wondered whether God
would now hear him by sending rain, as
he had recently done by sending fire. See
1 Kings 18, 36-38. If God should answer
him this time, then his great work would
be accomplished, and he should experi-
euce the joy of success. It was a time
of trial, for it was a time of waiting and
suspense. But he passed from trial to
triumph as he prayed on the mountain
op.

1. The object of his prayer. It was to
procure rain for the parched ground—a
worthy object, surely, There was a
famine in the land, owing to drought.
The country had been searched for grass
to keep the king’s horses and mules alive,
No doubt there was much distress among
the people. The object of Elijah's prayer
was, therefore, an h
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case—not from God. Like the prophet,
we recelve discouragement every day
from men and from circumstances. But
from God we receive hope and encourage-
ment. “ Why art thou cast down, O my
soul ?  Hope thou in God; for I shall
yet praise him for the help of his coun-
tenance.”

5. The perseverance he manifested. “Go
again seven times”” Many a one would
have grown weary on being told by the
servant two or three times, “ There is
nothing.”  But Elijah was not to be
turned aside from the object by having
to wait. He continues to watch and
pray. His conduct seems to say: “I
will not let thee go, unless thou bless
me."  Delays are not denials. “ Though
the vision tarry, wait for it.” Desire and
earnestness are shown by repetition and
importunity.  We must learn to labor
and to wait. Though the cloud cannot
be seen, the promise is in full view
“ My soul, wait thou only upon God, for
my expectation is from him.”

6. The triumph realized. “ There was
a great rain.” There was anxious wait-
ing, but in God's good time the answer
came. Persevering prayer, and confident

wished to relieve his fellow-countrymen
of the hardships of famine. He kept a
definite object In view—it was rain, rain
For this he pleaded, for this he was. anxi-
ous, for this he wag in expectancy, How
we may learn from the example of this
man of God to koep a clearly defined
object before our faith, While you pray
for all lands, pray definitely for your
own land; while you pray for all homes,
pray specifically for your own home; and
while you pray for all unsaved souls, pray
and work definitely for the salvation of
individual souls.

2. ''he means by which he sought his
object. It was by the spirit, attitude,
and utterance of prayer. There are
times when, to accomplish a holy or
worthy purpose, the only proper thing
to do is to pray. In this active, bustling
age, whon 80 much stress is laid on out-
ward demonstration and display, there is
not enough devotion preceding the de-
monstration. The communion of prayer
comes Dbefore the display of power.
Think not that you are losing time by
stopping to pray. Elijah was sustained
in his prayer, as that for which he
prayed, God had promised. The promise
of God is faith’s warrant, Prayer is the
condition, the promise is the encourage-
ment. He might have been induced to
leave God to fulfil his own promise, but
he recognized the importance of the con-
dition. His faith was earnest and opera-
tive, and led him to pray with confidence.
How the man of faith in God will always
not only pray, but labor, for the object
of his faith! A prayer uttered must
mean a life consecrated to the attain-
ment of the prayer.

3. The encouragement he received. * A
sound of abundance of rain.” This was
an indication of God's nearness to him,
and a token that his prayer would be an-
swered. The sound, it is likely, was
heard only by himself. So it is ever
Wwith the one who has strong faith in
God and who lives in close union and in-
timate fellowship with him. He has
visions of God unseen by others. He
observes the hosts of the Lord which the
unspiritual man sees not. Even when
things appear to be against him, he can
trust God and wait,

4. The discouragement he met with,
“ There is nothing,” was the news that
the servant brought. And the same
message came, not only once, but six
successive times. Here was a trial of
faith, n?d a test of prayer. He hoped
for Intefligence of the clouds rising, and
bearing in their bosoms the plentiful
showers—but there was no sign of them.
The discouragement came to Elijah from
the servant, and the circumstances of the

g were rewarded. Reireshing
showers fell, Elijah’s character as a true
prophet was established, and God was
honored among the people by the stead-
fastness of his servant, Every succeed-
ing age has supplied examples equally
remarkable—the disciples in the upper
room; Cornelius at Caesarea; Paul and
Silas at Philippi; Peter in prison; the
Reformation of the sixteenth century;
the Wesleys at Oxford. God’s character
is unchangeable, “I am the Lord, T
change not.” What he was to Elijah
on Carmel, he is to us. Prayer is ever
efficacious; it is still the way of approach,
the medium of success, the hand which
moves the arm which moves the world,

SPARKS FROM VARIOUS ANVILS,

1. God proves our faith by delay.

2. Our prayers are often dictation
rather than supplication,

3. The most effective prayer is offered
by him who is willing to be an active
agent in answering his own prayer,

4. As the heart’s action is to a healthy
body, so is prayer to a healthy soul. It
must keep on going.

5. The spirit of our Epworth League
promise “to make stated seasons of pri-
vate prayer the rule of my life " calls for
real heart-communion with God, not a
half-asleep numbling of the Lord’s prayer.

6. Profitable prayer: Its foundation 1s
Bible knowledge. Its walls are love for
God's service. Its doorway is thanks-
giving. Its windows are petitions. Its
roof is adoration. There are as many
rooms as there are experiences and needs
in life. Every room is furnished n a
different way. If we are hungry, it is
a dining-room; if in doubt, a library; if
weary, a bedroom; if lonely, a parlor
For every Christian, this house is the
home of the soul.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

After the presenting of the topie in a
brief paper or address, spend some time
in thoughtfully considering what the
Bible says about prayer. When the
young people give the prominence to
prayer in their lives which the Bible
does in its teachings, their Christian
power will wonderfully increase. Here
are a number of passages of Scripture
dealing with prayer. You may find
others if necessary,

Psa. 40. 1; Isa. 65, 6; Isa. 62. 6; Ezek.
36. 37; Luke 18. 1; Eph. 6, 18; 1 Thess.
3. 10; Heb, 4. 16; Psa. 37, 4; Heb, 11. 6;
. B-7; Gen. 32. 26 Luke 6. 12; Luke
11. 5-8; Jer. 29, 13; Psa. 34. 4; Psa, 50. 15;

Psa. 84. 11; Psa, 145, 18; Acts 12, 5, 7; Jas.
5. 17, 18,
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SEPT. 1,—“SPIRITUAL ACQUAINT-
ANCE.”

Job 22,

24,

Home Reapisas,

Mon., Aug. 2. Divine companionsh
s Practising His pre Act 10,
Wed., Aug A quiet houe Luke
e hy obedience. John

hiy

Jol
hy the S Fic. 1€

It is an inspiring thing to be acquainted
with nature as the handiwork of God. In
it we see his wisdom, his power, and re-
flections of his glory. As we see nature's
wonders, Milton's words may well come
to our minds :

“These are thy glorious works, Parent
of Good,
Thine this universal frame, this won-
drous fair,
Thyself, how wondrous then !

It is a helpful thing to be acquainted
with men—men of thought, men of action,
and withal men of pure character. We
obtain glimpses of the divine in the lives
of good men, and are aided to better
things by their example, For,

“Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,."

But inspiring as nature is, and helpful
a8 men are, the greatest thing in this
world is to be acquainted with God in
the Bible sense,

WHAT IT IMPLIES.

To be acquainted with God implies that
we have the capacity to make the ac-
quaintance. As far as we know, a stone
has no capacity to make the acquaintance
of a tree; nor has a tree the capacity to
know an animal. God has not so made
them. But the Creator has made man a
little lower than God (Revised Version),
and crowned him with glory and honor.
So that man can know God, may be ac-
quainted with him. By this is not meant
that man can fully comprehend God; for
the finite cannot compass the infinite.
But he may have a definite and saving
and comforting knowledge of the divine
being. I do not comprehend the sun,
but I know he warms my body and lights
my pathway. I do not comprehend the
ocean's vastness, but I know that it can
safely bear my ship. I cannot count the
stars, but I know they are in the sky.

HOW TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH GOD.

Acquaintance with God s our first
duty, and friendship with him is of high-
est interest and importance to us. But
how may we become acquainted with
God ?

1. By knowledge of God, Knowledge
is necessary to acquaintance. To have
friendship with God we must know him
as far as it is possible for mortals to
know him in his nature, his attributes,
and his relations. (a) His nature. God
is to be known as a Spirit, and as a
unity in three persons—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.  (b) His attributes. God
is to be known as infinite, eternal, and
unchanging; as omnipresent, omniscient,
and omnipotent; as holy, just, wise, and
Bood. () His relations.  God is to be
known as our Creator, Preserver, Gover-
nor, and, through Jesus Christ, our Re-
deemer,

God is known partly through his works,
but most through his Word by the inward
illumination of his Holy Spirit. God is
to be known as revealed in his Son, Jesus
Christ (John 14. 9).  For “no man hath
seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son - he hath declared him.”
Power was given to Christ by the Father
to communicate the saving knowledge of
himself to men. (Matt. 11, 27.)

But how may this knowledge of God
be obtained, that will lead us to an ac-
quaintance with him ? This is a ques-
tion of great moment.
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(a) Through the Word of God. The
Scripture reveals God and testifies of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, by searching the
Scriptures we obtain the knowledge of
;}ood which brings salvation. (John 6.

)

(b) Through prayer for divine illumina-
tion. True wisdom, including the know-
ledge of God, is given by God himself in
:nuwer to believing prayer. (James 1.

(¢) Through acceptance of Christ our
Saviour, teacher, and Lord. Accepting
Christ as he is presented to us in the
Gospel, he becomes our Saviour—to save
us from the guilt and power of sin; our
teacher, to instruct us in the ways of
truth; our Lord, to rule over our hearts
and lives. Thus, we obtain saving know-
ledge of God.

2. By submission to God. “The
meek will he guide in judgment;
the meek will he teach his way.” Here
is a promise which bears upon making
acquaintance with God. And it i~ “ the
meek ” who are to receive communica-
tions from him. And who are the
meek ?  The humble, the submissive,
the willing-to-learn. To such, and only
to such, can heavenly messages come.
Submission to God is man’s first duty.
It is y to an and
friendly intercourse with him. Indeed,
submission is the first lesson in the
school of Christ, as in any school if pro-
gress 1s to be made, and is the first step
to the enjoyment of the divine favor and
friendship.

“Take thy will and make it thine,
It shall be no longer mine.”

3. By reconciliation with God. Man
through sin is In a state of enmity
with God. He has separated him-
self from his Creator. As a trans-
gressor of law, he Is under condemna-
tion.  And, of course, there can be no
acquaintance or friendship with God until
sin is confessed and forgiven, and the
sinner reconciled to God, For this very
purpose Jesus Christ came into the world
that he might provide a way by which
&ln may be forgiven. ‘““We have re-
demption through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sin.”  (Col. 1. 21, 22.)

4. By friendly fellowship. Fellow-
ship with God, walking with God,
as it is sometimes called, is the end
of knowledge of God. The highest hap-
piness of man is involved in this close
friendship with his Maker. It is the
privilege of the believer in this life, and
his blessedness in the next. (Rev. 3. 4)

The possibllity of this fellowship was
lost by the fall, but restored in Christ,
Walking with God is the secret of hap-
piness in a suffering world, and the key
to contentment in every lot in life. It
brings peace—the sweetest word In our
lung:unge. It includes all good. It 1s
God’s best gift. The Bible order is—
peace with God, then peace in ourselves,
Thlu‘ pe;ce bectzmes our permanent pos-
session by continual trust in
obedience to God's will, VG b

“In Jesus for peace I abide,
And as I keep close to his side,
There's nothing but peace can betide,
Sweet peace ! the gift of God's love.”

SPARKS FROM ANOTHER ANVIL,

No one who is incapable of profiti
from friendship with man coulel prn?l%
lr;m friendship with God.

eace never comes from things, but
from mind; and never from mln'f.mlnl:l
but from the mind of God, )

A prosperous trade is often built upon
:rorldly" ulcq:l}?unce, but permanent

osperity is built only u;

3 ¥y upon acquaintance

Tl:a?e lmun 1;1 :nown by his friends.”

8 1o higher recommend

to be a friend of God. S R
In proportion as a man knows sin, he

does not know God. In proportion as a

man knows God, he has ceased to know
in.

All acquaintanceship is a matter of
choice; if you would move in the higher
circle, you must discard the lower.

Acquaintanceship is also a matter of
memory. We must “lay up in our
hearts ” the words, the circumstances, of
our friends,

Acquaintanceship is also a matter of
obedience, Every friendship, every kind
of soclety, has its laws, and if you would
move there, you must obey the laws.

Acquaintance with God, as with men,
is aided by reading God's letters, the
Bible; by knowing God’s friends, good
men; but most of all by talking and walk-
ing with God himself.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

This week, as a message to the presi-
dent, T would give some bright plans that
may be used at different times to add in-
terest to the meetings :

1. A meeting at which no one takes
part except by prayer.

2. A meeting entirely made up of verses
of Scripture, with very brief comments.

8. A meeting to which every member
brings a bit of personal experience illus-
trating the subject.

4. A “newspaper meeting,” &hs subject
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the city. What could r Elisha and
one servant do—two of them, and thou-
sands of the armed foe ! When informed
by his terrified servant that the enemy
had encompassed the city with horses
and chariots, and their lives were not
worth a moment's purchase, Elisha was
calm and confident, Sald he: * Fear
not, for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them.” Elisha
saw heavenly helpers near, and to him
the battle was already won.

UNSEEN HELPERS,

Horses and chariots were at hand for
the prophet's defence—apparently the
same equipment as the Byrians had
brought against him., But the flery
forces indicated not so much material,
as spiritual ald. They took the form
which assured the prophet of God’s pres-
ence and protection, and at a time when
sure death and destruction were upon
him, so far as human eye could see. The
horses and the chariots were there be-
fore, but they were not seen by Elisha’s
servant, although the prophet himself
was aware of their presence. Both had
the ordinary common sense by which ex-
ternal objects are apprehended. But in
Elisha's case there was superadded the
God-given sense of supernatural vision.
Ou sound and

being illustrated with recent
reported in the daily press.

5. An “original meeting,” at which no
thought shall be given except what the
leaguers get solely out of their own
minds,

6. A “great preachers’ meeting,” all
the comments to be chosen from the
words of famous ministers, whose names
are to be given,

SEPT. 8. —“HEAVENLY HELPERS.”
¢ Kings

Home ReaviNes.

. The ministry of angels Matt, 4. 1-11
Inspiration from the past ... Ps. 77. 1-12
he heavenly hook Peo 19,714

hin 6. 31

ar help above Pe.
Christ our chief hope

One thing is sure as we read God's
Word, and that is, the Christian is not
expected to fight the good fight of faith
alone and unaided, The Old Testament
reveals the doctrine of divine help for
human weakness, and God’s aid in man’s
efforts towards godliness.

The New Testament again and again
declared the same truth, stating that it
is impossible to serve God without hea-
venly help, and then promised the needed
help for the believer's encouragement.
The Christian is “ kept by the power of
God throush faith unto salvaton.” And
this divine keeping-power lacking, the
Christian experience ls an impossibility.

A REMARKABLE SITUATION.

The King of Syria rose up and made
war against Israel. They encamped in
a certain place secretly, and were pre-
paring to make an attack. The King of
Israel was informed by Elisha of what
was going on, and frustrated the plans
of the enemy—not only once, but several
times, receiving each time the informa-
tion as to the whereabouts of the enemy
from Elisha, the prophet. The King of
8yria could not understand how his every
move was known, and thought there was
a traitor or spy in his camp, But one
of his servants told him that it was
Elisha, the prophet, who gave the infor-
mation, for he had insight more than
human. The Syrian king then sent sples
to find where Elisha lived, so that he
might capture the prophet and put an
end {o this secret service. The king
was informed that his troublesome foe
was in the city of Dothan. Thither he
sent horses and charlots and a great host,
and they came by night and surrounded

r sense,
accurate, is limited in its scope. It needs
divine supplement to prepare the Chris-
tian to meet his foes. When the comet
of 1858 appeared, an observer declared
that its luminous tail was just four feet
long, while to the educated, scientific
sense, it was known to extend for mil-
lions of miles. So the glorics of heaven-
ly help are diminished or altogether hid-
don to the unspiritual, and are revealed
only to the eye of faith. Prayer intensi-
fiez the spiritual vision, and the soul be-
holds around it the shining hosts of hea-
venly ministrants ready to help.

KEADY FOR DESPONDENCY.

At times all seems to be golng against
the cause of right, of truth, of God. In-
tellectual assailants, political adversaries,
all the passions, prejudices, and misap-

% . prehension of evil men come down and

besiege the cause of God on the earth.
All might seem to be lost again and
again, if it were not that again and again
the eyes of the spirit are open to per-
celve that they which are with us are
more than they which are with them.
Take courage ! the unseen is greater than
the seen; the eternal will surely outlive
the things of time, and the cause of
God and of right shall finally triumph,

NOBLE COMPANIONSHIP,

God has provided in his kingdom a
nobility in this and the next world with
whom it is an honor and Inspiration to
assoclate, The best of the present world
is at the disposal of the Christian, and
he may enter in and enjoy his heritage
of men and things. But the frontier of
sense is not the frontier of the Church
of Christ. It embraces both worlds, the
invisible as well as the visible. The
church consists, here of the faithful,
there of the angels and the redeemed
spirits, united in the bonds of one in-
dissoluble communion, and all ranged
beneath the throne of the eternal
Jehovah. The Syrian host may press
us hard—the host of temptations, bad

a h

ba
men ories, evil surroundings; but when
at the voice of prayer, our eyes open
upon the realities around and above us,
we must remember that defeat need not
be ours, for we have abundant means at
hand to gain the victory,

EFFECTIVE FRAYER,

‘Why is prayer, public prayer especially,
in 8o many cases, says Liddon, nothing
better than a cold, heartless form ? For
two reasons especially.  First, people
enter on it without having any true know-
ledge of themselves whatever—of their
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sins and wants, as well as of their hopes
and fears; of their real state before God
as well as their reputation before men;
in a sentence, they have no true know-
ledge of the significance of prayer, and
have no heart interest in It. Second,
prayer is such a cold and heartless thing
in many instances, because men see noth-
ing of him to whom prayer is addressed,
nothing of God, nothing of Jesus, nothing
of the spirit-world around the throne,
nothing of the majesty, the beauty, the
glory which encircles God, nothing of the
ministers of his that do his pleasure. There
are few better prayers on entering a
church than Elisha’s “ Lord, open mine
eyes that I may see "—I do not wish to
mock thee by lip service; I do not wish
to pile up my ordinary business plans, or
my thoughts of pleasure, on the very
steps of thy throne; open thou mine eyes
that I may see thee in thy beauty, and
in thy majestic presence may lose relish
which belongs only to the things of time,
It is when the soul struggles thus in an
earnest spiritual effort that it becomes
emancipated from the tyranny of this
world's grip, and like Elisha's servant,
or rather like Stephen of a later day, sees
the heavens opened and sees Jesus stand-
ing at the right hand of God.

AN OUTLINE.

Subject :—* The vision of the super-
natural.”

1. It is hidden from
educated natural
part.

2. It Is granted by a special operation
of the divine spirit on the human mind,
V. 17, first part.

3. It is a dazzling revelation of heavenly
power and beauty. V. 17, last part.

4. It inspires invincible bravery in
times of peril. V. 16

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Take “the outline” in the foregoing
exposition and appoint a member for each
subdivision to bring in a three-minute
paper on the thought suggested. This
will give four brief papers covering the

the most highly
powers. V. 15, last

leading points in the tople. Make use
of the “sparks.” They will glve much
light if properly used. Arrange for

variety in the music—a solo, duet, or
Quartette, in addition to the chorus sing-
ing, adds to the sprightliness and interest
of the meeting. Urge all to a more
definite vision of the divine help for
human need.

SEPT. 15.—“TRUE HONOR.”
John 5. 4144,
By Dr. Woon axn Dr, Wers,

Home ‘llmmxum

Mon., Sept. 0. Crowned with honor Py 8. 19
Tues., Sept. 10 Wisdom's yift Prov, 4. 10
Wed,, Sept. 11, Who shall receive it? Re . 1-10
Th Christ's teaching 1 )
Fri, Pl 18 Jesus honored 2

Sat., Sept. 14, God honoring s

For this last exposition in the August
number, we have chosen the ideas and
treatment of two United States writers.
We have no doubt that occasionally our
young people appreciate varlety,

'Tis the finest
nse
Of justice which the human mind can
ame,
Int‘en’t each lurking frailty to dis-
clal

“8ay. what is honor ?
sel

m,
And guard the way of life from all
offense
Suffered or done,”
—Wordsworth.

In the New Testament Greek there aro
two worde for honor. The word ren-
dered “ honor” in this lesson s translated
‘glory” in the Revised Version, That
brings us closer to the author's original
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idea. The statement of Jesus in the
first verse of this lesson is not a declara-
tion of policy. He declares it as a fact
that men do not give him honorable con-
sideration. This, he afirms, is because
they do not love God whom he repre-
sents. They give and recelve glory
among themselves. This, he Intimates,
unsettles the very foundations of belief.

THE GLORY OF THIS PRESENT WORLD,

It is fitful and fleeting. It dazzles
and deceives. Its promise is a mirage.
Its fulfilment is a desert. Like the
aurora borealis, it flashes across the sky
of night, and suddenly vanishes away.
It is the glow-worm’s glory. It must
fade when the sun's splendor breaks
over the hills.

1. The Glory of this World s Uncer-
tain,

Is it the glory of wealth ? The bank
may break to-morrow. The great syndi-
cate may grow up and flourish in the
morning, and be cut down and withered
by nightfall. “Riches take wings and
fly away.”

Is it the glory of war ? Much of that
is inglorious, It is a glory that is bloody
and ghastly. In the hall of Sargon the
Assyrian king was pictured as butchering
his own captives.  Assyrian queens or-
namented their chambers with human
skulls. That was the glory of paganism.
The prophet Nahum writes the tragic
story,

Egypt's love of blood unsettled her
throne. Persia snapped her asunder as
a storm would rend a straw.

Napoleon was a colossal destroyer. He
swept Europe like a prairie fire. His
greed for gore was the shame of France.
Her splendor was dimmed by the blood
she shed.  The glory of the Church mili-
tant will be to save the world from mili-
tarism,

Does the world glory in power ? The
proud sceptre may fall from a palsied
hand to-morrow. The hush of death
may still the thunder of artillery in an
hour, Perverted power must 800N wane.
Its career may be terrible. But its course
will be brief,

2. The Glory of this World is Unsatis-
factory.

It is a hunger that gnaws, but does not
nourish, It is a draught that creates a
burning thirst which rivers and seas can-
not slake.  Earthly glory is a bubble that
breaks at the touch of finger-tips. Earthly
glory produces insatiable hunger and
leaves the deluded soul to starve,

“ Glory is like a circle in the water,
Which never ceaseth to enlarge itself,
Till, by broad spreading, it disperse to

naught.”
~—Shakespeare,

THE REAL GLORY OF PERSONAL CHARACTER 18
OFTEN UNRECOGNIZED BY THE WORLD,

Men love the spectacular. The eye is
caught by display. The world’s garish

show fascinates the beholder, We forget
that surface glitter is not gold. The rich-
est ore is hid in the hills. God vells

the finest things from the gaze of the
vulgar,

1. Christ Came to Glorify the Common-
place.

That is what the sun does with a plece
of broken glass. It stands in the edge
of the window sash, a part of the shat-
tered pane, But it catches the sun’s
radiance and is glorified. Every com-
mon life is glorified when it reflects the
Sun of Righteousness,

Narcissus thought himself only one of
the rude swains of Attica till he saw re-
flected in a pool one day a face more
beautiful than Aphrodite’s or Apollo’s, It
was his own, He discovered that he be-
longed to the handsome kindred of the
gods.  Gazing iato the crystal depth of
ﬁhrm‘a word, we see our kinship to the

ing.

We have seen moss take hold of a
faded and weather-beaten shingle on a
roof and transform that unsightly thing
to living beauty. Thus the life of Jesus
lays hold of a ruined man, transforming
his character into spiritual beauty. The
glorious mission of Jesus is to glority
every common human life,

2. Christ Came to Show the Glory of
Character,

He reveals the story of character by
making character glorfous. He will
garnish my life, But I must open the
door to him. He lets In the light. But
he leaves me to furnish the room of my
soul as I will.

“ Naught save a mirror decks the Shinto

shrine,
And he who seeks, beholds hiraself.
Have care !
Searching the soul within this fave of
hine, ¢

Naught shalt thou see save what thou
broughtest there.”
—Anne Virginia Culbertson,

3. The World is Unworthy of the Most
Glorious Characters.

The greatest glory, after all, is to be
good. The shame of wickedness is that
it glories in shame. The book of He-
brews names a list of heroes of whom the
world was not worthy. Jesus stated a
startling fact when he said that he re-
celved not glory from men. That was
to their everlasting shame. Men ought
to give him all the glory, for to him all
glory and honor are due. It will be so
some day. To him every knee must bow,

“Now unto him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy, to the only wise
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever,
Amen.”

POINTED PARAGRAVHS,

Love of men's pralse dulls the ear to
God’s praise.

Men’s eyes are blind to our manifest
excellencies; God's eyes see fu us the
good we cannot see in ourselves,

With men it is often, “ Pralse me, and
1 will praise you." God makes no bar-
gain for his approval,

Men’s praise is a lottery, God’s praise
is a mine,

While the Christian loves men's ap-
plause the less, he loves men the more.

It is well to be learned, but a single
righteous deed is writ more large in the
libraries of heaven than all the wars of
history,

It is well to be rich, but one dollar
glven away makes a larger entry in the
celestial treasury than would the wealth
of Croesus,

It is well to be powerful among men,
but the sceptre of a pure life wins a do-
minion that will remain after all earthly
kingdoms have been forgotten.

Ease is well, and comfort, and luxury;
but a good conscience makes the softest
bed, and no palace is so lordly as the
love of God.

WHAT GREAT MEN SAY.

True glory is a flame lighted at the
skies.—Horace Mann.

Real glory
Springs from the silent conquest of our-
selves,
~Thomson.

True glory consists in so living as to
make the world happler and better for
our living in it.—Pliny.

Write your name in kindness, love, and
mercy on the hearts of the thousands
you come in contact with year by year,
and you will never be forgotten.—Chal-
mers,

No true and permanent fame can be
founded except in labors which promote
the happiness of mankind.—Sumner,
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communications for this Department should he
cted to K RYLETT, box 216, N

He invites the co-aperation of all Juni
naking these pages hoth hright and profitable,

Weekly Topics.

Justor RivaLky,

., Aug. 12,

The Scripture Lessons for this week's
topic study bring before us two old-time
families, and in both of them we see
how suspicion grew into envy that in
turn bore fruit in hatred. In the earlier
story Jacob is one of the boys who were
involved in the family trouble, in the
later one, he (Jacob) is the father whnre
sons are quarrelling among themselves,
and doing one of their number injustice.
Is it not a case of sowing and reaping ?
Jacob deceived his father, and In turn
was deceived by his own sons. The
fruit of his own early deception and sin
came home to him long years afterward.
Teach your boys, therefore, that the re-
sults of their evil doing are not merely
immediate; but in years to come they
may have painful reminders of youthful
foll' and sin. The one wise course in
light of all coming time is to do right,
and in this case, that means to practice
the Golden Rule at home. This is the
one effectual preventative of domestic
broils.  But too often it is interpreted
as in the following incident : Two girls
(sisters) were talking of the meaning of
the precept. The smaller one asked the
older sister what the Golden Rule meant.
She replied (and her definition is a very
popular one), “It means that you must
do everything I want you to, and you
mustn't do anything I don’t want you
to.” Not only among the Juniors, but
by many older ones is the Golden Rule
thus interpreted in practical everyday
affairs. The stories given as the text of
the week's topic study may be studied
from the different standpoints of the
various actors, e.g, in the first it may
be shown how foolish Esau was, and in
the second, how hateful the brethren of
Joseph were; but would it not be a bet-
ter course to impress the Juniors with
the evils that may result from the en-
vious and boastful spirit of Jacob and
Joseph in the respective stories ? Jacob
was certainly covetous, and Joseph un-
duly boastful. Boys are very apt to
covet and so break the (?) command-
ment.  (See how many of your children
can quickly supply  the missing
number.  You will likely be sur-
prised at their ignorance, if not
your own, as to the numbering of the
Ten Commandments.) Because of this
covetousness, unfairness is bound to
arise. Favored children (like the spoiled
Joseph) are much inclined to “lord it
over the rest,” and these will certainly
await the opportunity of getting even,”
and improve it (as Joseph’s brethren did)
Wwhen it comes, The tenth command-
ment is perhaps the one most frequently
broken among children, and not infre-
quently parentg unconsciously encourage
the unwholesome disposition.  Esau
was “ father's boy,” Jacob was “ mother's
boy,” and consequently trouble arose.
Joseph was his father's favorite, and
the trouble that arose was largely the
logical result. This should be a * par-
ents' meeting,” and the moral strongly

taught : “ Have no favorites among your
children.”  But as there will probably
be very few parents present, let the les-
son be strongly impressed on the minds
of the children : “ Do not desire for your
own what properly belongs to sister or
brother.” This unwholesome craving for
another’s position or property has grown
80 strong in the heart of the envious one
that it has led to slander, theft, murder,
and almost every possible crime. Then,
do not “show off.” If you have more
than the rest, if you seem to be better
treated than they in any way, don't
boast of it, or you will surely enkindle
envy, jealousy, malice, hatred, wicked-
ness, and other evil passions in them.
You will suffer, they will suffer, in short,
the only rule of domestic peace is “ Bear
and forbear.”

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES,
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This is the third definite promise in
our Junior League Pledge. And it
comes naturally. If we “strive to do
whatever he would like to have us do,”
we know that, 1st. He will be pleased to
talk with us and have us talk to him In
prayer, and 2nd. That his Word to us
will be helpful and comforting at all
times. So talking to Jesus and read-
ing his precious Word go together. Let
us examine this promise :

1. “L"” Then this is a personal matter,
It is my duty to read the Bible every
day whether others do or mot. I am
not responsible for other people; but I
am for myself. “L" Then, whether
others read the Bible right or not, “I
will”  That “I" is a wonderful word,
is it not ? It puts me all alone by my-
self, and says to me, ““ Now, you do right,
no matter what others may do.”

2. “Will read.” What does this
mean ? I think it means (1) Purpose in
coming to the Bible. Do you ask your-
self sometimes when you take up the
Word of God, “ Why am I doing this ?"
It 18 a good question to put to yourself,
“1 am going to read it.” Then (2) It
means interest in it. And when we are
really interested in the Bible, we read
it with pleasure and profit, and can al-
ways find time for it. People can make
time to read anything in which they are
really interested. And there is nothing
that is so interesting, when we study it
for its own sake, as the Bible, Try it!
“I1 will read.” This means something
more than just hastily running over a
few verses before slipping into bed at
night just because we have promised.
To read means to think along every line
of every page in the book read. How
often we “skip” in reading the Bible.
Think while you read, or the words do
not mean anything to you.

3. “The Bible.” What a great num-
ber of books are written about the
Bible. And how interested lots of peo-
ple are in these books. Much more
sometimes than in the Bible Itself. While
it is desirable that our young people
should read about the Bible, and know
who wrote the sixty-six books it con-
tains, and what these books are about,
it is much more important that they
should read the Bible itself, for itself, in
every part, and by this “ better Bible
study,” learn to see the relation of every
part to the rest. Have your own Bible
and read it.

4. " Every day.” Then this means
method in my reading. If we are go-
ing to get the most out of our reading,
we should plan it. 1In this, the Daily
Bible Verses that accompany our weekly
topics are intended to help us. “ Every
day " means habit also. And it s a
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good habit if properly kept, If not, it
is doubtful, The question for us to de-
cide in this habit of daily Bible reading
is one of profit rather than convenience.
Many read at haphazard just to suit
their own personal ease. It is well to
read the Bible at some time every day:
but it is best to read it at the best time
every day. And that is when we can
get the most out of it. Certainly this
cannot be done when we are tired and
sleepy after the work of the day.
Rather let it be when we are fresh and
wide-awake, if possible in the morning,
before going to the day's duties. So
this daily habit of Bible reading for per-
sonal profit becomes a delight rather
than a task, and we would as soon not
read a letter from a friend as not read
our best Friend's letter to us, It is not
a small or trifling promise to make; but
if made and kept, will do more for the
building up of a good life for all coming
time, and for providing a heavenly home
in eternity than anything else, for one
cannot thus read God's Word every day
without becoming more and more like
God. Paul gave the very best of advice,
as Luke records, in Acts 20. 32. Read fit,
and then do it,

MeeTisg TEMPTATIONS.

iple
Bible strengih

Aug. rayer
Sal Aug. 31, l.hil’ll\_imlihelﬁr. i Sese it eh. ' 18
Sun., Sept. 1. Topie—How to meet tempta-
ton. "Matt, 20, 411 1 Cors 10, 12,1 +

Ella Wheeler Wilcox well sald in one
of her poems :

“It is easy enough to be prudent,
When nothing tempts you to stray,
When without or within
No voices of sin
Are luring your soul away.
But it’s only a negative virtue,
Until it is tried by fire;
And the life that is worth
The honor of earth,
Is the one that resists the desire.”

Temptation is trial, testing. It is not
always bad, It is sometimes direct from
God, as when God tempted (tried) Abra-
ham. But in the topic it is evidently
meant in the ordinary sense—enticement
to sin.  This comes from the evil one
to us all.  No person is free from temp-
tation. But temptation is not sin. And
if met in the proper way, It will make
us stronger for having come to us. The
strong winds that blow around the little
sapling help to strengthen the roots in
the ground and give the tree as it grows
a firmer hold of the soil. So with the
child. The temptations in youth make
the strong man if they are met and over-
come as they may be. For, remember,
though we are all tempted, we need not
all sin, If by the grace of God, we
learn to say “No!" to the tempter, he
will leave us. This is what James sald,
“ Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.  Submit yourselves therefore to
God.” The chief trouble with the most
of us is that we are not always ready
when the temptation comes. Hence the
Saviour’s advice, “ Take heed, watch and
pray.” Not that we should be always
looking for temptation, for that would
lead us into it; but we should always be
looking to Christ In hope and with
prayer, and then the tempter will not
bother us nearly so much, For Satan does
not have much to do with us when we
are “looking unto Jesus.” He knows
that then we are too strong for him; but
it we are “off guard,” he will make the
most of our carelessness, and before we
are well aware of it, we do what we
ought not. Do not be discouraged on
account of temptation. Paul said that
we should be “able to bear” the temp-
tations that come to us. If we were
not, how sad would be our lot. But
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though we have to be tempted, we do
not have to consent. That is what our
hymn, “Yield not to temptation,”
means. Do not consent. “ My son, if
sinners entice (tempt) thee, consent thou
not.” That is, say “ No !" not “ Yes !"
when in any way or by any one you are
likely to be led Into sin, Meet tempta-

tion bravely. All that ever lived before
you have been tempted. Jesus was “In
like manner.” And all that have ever

risen to any eminence in goodness have
done 5o by a brave and sturdy denial of
the tempter's ‘claims. No one ever
amounted to much in Christtan life or
service who weakly ylelded to evil
Think of Joseph, the three Hebrew chil-
dren, Daniel, Timothy, and others who
bravely met and overcame temptation
Do not yield an inch to the tempter, and
never stop to talk with him about the
matter. Meet him hopefully. If you
are brave for Christ, he will fill you
with hope, and you will have no cause
to lament or despair. There 18 no doubt
of your ability to overcome the evil.
Others have done so. Jesus, “ our liy-
ing Head,” showed us how we, too, may
vanquish Satan, so there is no need for
defeat, and there can be no excuse for
failure. But if you have been tempted,
and have yielded to sin, remember in
this as in every other hard thing, “if at
first you don't succeed, try, try again.”
Only a poor weak coward will lie in the
mud if he falls. Don’t despalr. The
end will be all right if you persevere.
Face temptation prayerfully. * Ask the
Saviour to help you.” Then, though
you are weak in and by yourself, “ He
will carry you through.” It is when we
are self-satisfied that Satan gets at us
with great power. But when we rest
in the grace of our Saviour we “ over-
come.” Then meet temptation by the
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God. Jesus met the evil one thus,
He said, “It is written.” And it we
fortify our minds and hearts with the
promises of God’s Holy Word, we shall
be strong to “ quench all the flery darts
of the wicked one.” And always re-
member you are not alone, “I am with
thee,” is the promise, and with God's
presence we obtain the victory, we win
the prize.

WomeN or THe Bisie,

Mon., Sept. 2. Saved from debt ... 2 Kings 4 27
Tues., Sept. 3. The persistent mather ... Mark 7, 9024
Wed,, Beloved for her deeds. . .. Acts . 36
Thu., Sept. 5. The purp e-seiler Acts 16, 14

T, Sept. 6. Choosing the good part... . Luke 10, 42
fat., Sept.T. A noble testimony John 11, 21.27
Sun., Sept. 8. Tople—Lessons from Bibje

women, (Dorcas, Lydia, the Shunammite, the
Syro-Phanician, Mary and Martha, ete.)

The Daily Bible Readings on this
week's topic bring incidents connected
with six women before us. Will it not
be well to have a summary of these six
presented at the weekly meeting by as
many Juniors ? Let them have the
work prescribed in good time, give them
facility for consulting some good Bible
dictionary; but above all, let them re-
tell the Bible stories in their own lan-
guage.  You will be surprised at the
ability you may thus draw out. Then,
as a summary, it will be well to point
out that in all these cases faith and
works are prominent either singly or
united. Hence, the women of Scripture
whose examples are worth following by
our girls, are those who love God and
show their love to their fellows. Or,
better still, perhaps, let the leader select
the sisters, Mary and Martha of Bethany,
for character study, showing the differ-
ences between them, e.g., Mary was con-
templative, receptive, quiet, Martha was
active, practical, domestic. Both would
do what they could for their Lord, for
both loved him; but they had different
ideas of duty, and were actuated by dif-
ferent desires and motives. Christ came

not to be ministered unto, but to minis-
ter, and it would give him more Joy
and pleasure to impart to Mary what
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would not profit him, but would profit
her, than to receive from Martha what
would profit him, but would not profit
her. This is a fundamental lesson for
all of us to learn : Christ would rather
we sought to please than to serve him.
You may study Martha under three as-
pects : Learner (Luke 10. 39); mourner
(Jno. 11, 32); worshipper (Jno. 12. 3, ete.).
Lot one of your best Juniors recite Long-
fellow's beautiful poem, “ Mary to Jesus
in the House."

“0O Master ! When thou comest it is al-
ways

A Sabbath in the house. I cannot
work :

rK

I must sit at thy feet, must see thee,
hear thee!

I have a feeble, wayward, doubting

eart,

Incapable of endurance or great
thoughts,

Striving for something that it cannot

ch,
and disappointed, wounded,
hungry;
And only when I hear thee am I happy,
And only when I see thee am at peace,
Stronger than I, and wiser, and far
better
In every manner is my sister Martha.
Thou seest how well she orders every-
thing
To make thee welcome; how she comes

and goes,

Careful and cumbered over with much
serving,

While I but welcome thee with foolish
WO

Whene'er thou speakest to me I am

happy;
When thou art silent I am satisfled.
Thy presence is enough, I ask no more,
Only to be with thee, only to see thee,
Sufficeth me. My heart is then at
rest.”

In studying Martha, do not treat her as
the synonym of worldly bustle and
“ fussiness.” That is to caricature her,
She had great faith in Christ under the
severest earthly trial, and her love for
the Master was not sentimental, but prac-
tical.  Nothing that she couid prepare
and present was too good for him. But
she erred. Show this from the follow-
ing points of study. (1) In her evident
desire to make a good showing she went

Christ
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“And yet he does love service where 'tis
given
By grateful love that clothes itself
in deed;
work that's done beneath the
scourge of duty,
Be sure to such he gives but little
heed,

But

‘ Then seek to please him, whatsoe'er he
bids thee,
Whether to do—to suffer—to lie still;
'Twill matter little by what path he
leads thee,
If in it all thou seek'st to do his
wil”

The wise words of the late Charles
Spurgeon will form a fitting conclusion :
“We ought to be Mary and Martha in
one; we should do much service and have
much communion at the same time, For
this we need great grace. It is easier
to serve than to commune. Joshua
never grew weary in fighting the
Amalekites; but Moses on the top of the
mountain in prayer needed two helpers
to sustain his hands. See to it that sit-
ting at the Master’s feet is not neglected,
even though it be under the specious
pretext of doing him service, The first
thing for our soul's health, the first thing
for his glory, and the first thing for our
own usefulness, is to keep In perpetual
communion with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and to see that the vital spirituality of
our religion is maintained over and
above everything else in the world,”

Yournrur Svccess,

Sept. 0. First steps

Mon,, Matt, 6. 53
Tues., Sept. 10. i

Godliness rmnmh 1 Tim. 4. 8
Wed,, Sept. 11 Following the good 1 T:tun.]& 15
Ps. 87. 19

Thu., Bept. 12, Conditions of success .
Fri.,” Sept. 18 A suocesstul yo ing man,
1 Kings 4. 29, 30; 10. 14, 16

Sat., Sept. 14, Spiritual success.
Jas. 1. 12; Rev, 7. 14, 16
Sun., lky‘t. 15. Tople—Young people that
risein the world. Gen, 41. 35-46,

Make it very clear that there is “no
secret of success but work.” A success-
ful life is one that has duly filled its place
among men for God. Success includes
the whole nature, In God’s sight the
great need is all round and genuine
faithfulness. Making the most of our-
selves means the proper care of our
bodies. Therefore we cannot expect the

to excess of pr y

less about the eating and drinking than
Martha did.  (2) She therefore presented
to him the least acceptable gift, (3) In
counting so many things of value, * But
one thing is needful.” (4) In allowing
these less important and valuable things
to distract her mind and attention from
the invaluable and priceless treasure.
(5) Martha thus made self too prominent.
While she was doing it for Christ, she
did it with unnecessary noise and dis-
play, and therein perhaps is the chiaf
weakness of all our labor. To keep
“ Martha " out of sight and “ Jesus " in
full view is not an easy task; but it may
be done if we will, like Mary, be content
to learn of him, and thus please him
rather than serve him, Then when the
opportunity of serving others in his
name comes, we will be the better able
to improve it. Now let one of your
Juniors recite the following verses :

“ Christ never asks of us such busy
labor,
As leave no time for resting at his
feet;
The waiting attitude of expectation,
He ofttime counts a service most
complete,

“He sometimes wants our ear—our rapt
attention,
That he some sweetest secret may
impart;
'Tis always in the time of deepest
silence
That heart finds deepest fellowship
with heart,

true of success if we form any
habits that injure our health. It means
the proper information of our minds.
Therefore, an indolent boy or girl cannot
succeed. It means the proper control
of our morals. Therefore, if we let our
affections go out after sinful desires and
unholy objects, we must fail. It in-
cludes the right use of our influence.
We cannot be a success ourselves if we
lead, or by any means persuade others
to wrong doing. It takes in our sub-
stance. What we get we are to get by
proper means, use for proper purposes,
and “do all for the glory of God.” So
a truly successful person is one who by
a proper care for his body, wise appli-
cation of his brain, right cultivation of
his morals, beneficent use, of his in-
fluence, righteous gain and use of his
possessions, s capable of faithful service
to God and his fellows. This can only
be obtained by self-denying work, prayer,
and constant watchfulness.

Several correct answers to Lord Macau-

lay's Famous Conundrum have been
duly received. * Manslaughter,” (man's
laughter) is correct, though among

others one lady could come no nearer
to it than * cat-o’-nine-talls.” We
never heard of much “laughter” asso-
clated with that, did you ?  Wanted ! A
number of good riddles, conundrums,
word puzzles, etc., for publication in an
early number of our paper. Can you
send one or more on a post-card (with
answers of course) soon ? I shall be
thankful for them, S. T. Bartlett,
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Rally Day Programme

Interesting Facts.

Three thousand marriages are per-
formed every day all over the world |

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes was an en- |
thusiastic amateur photographer. When
he presented a picture to his friend, he
wrote on the back of it Taken by O,
W. Holmes and Sun.” |

France still holds the record for na
tional debt. She owes §151 per capita.
Great Britain stands second and owes $91
per capita Germany is third with a
debt of $60 per capita

It is authoritatively stated that Presi-
dent McKinley was snap-shotted by
came fiends 3,000 times during eighteen
months. This is on an average of more |
than five times a day.

In a church at West Kensington, Lon
don, a notice was lately posted announc-
ing the sale of five pews, One of the
“advantages " of these pews, ran the
notice, was that “the contribution vox
is not passed to them."

Statistics show that women live longer
than men For instance, in Germany
only 413 out of 1,000 males reach the age
of fifty yes while more than 500 out
of 1,000 females reach that age. In the
United States there are 2583 female to
1, male centurians. In France of 10
centenarians 7 are women and only 3
men In the rest of Europe, of 21 cen-
tenarians 16 are women.

The Statue of Liberty in New York
harbor is reasonably high up in the
world; yet a Canfornia big tree would
Stretch out over its head a projecting
limb two or three feet in diameter and
gaze down upon its insignificance from
a hundred feet above, There are Cali-
fornia trees that are higher than Bunker
Hill Monument, and the hill on which
it s placed put together.

Any man who plants oysters in Chesa-
peake Bay can realize 100 per cent. profit
annually,  All that is needed is a suffi-
clent amount of brains, There is a de-
mand for a great many more oysters than
are now produced there, and as many
natural beds have become exhausted,
oysters must in time be cultivated in the
Chesapeake Bay, just as they are now
cultivated in Long Island Sound.

The fact that persons who fall greal
distances often lose their boots in the
descent has not yet been explained
Perhaps the most recent case is that of
Charles James, of St. Agnes, who was
unfortunate enough to fall a distance of
120 feet in Polbreen mine, During the
fail voth his boots (which had been
tightly laced) came off, and were dis
covered in the shaft fathoms above him

A physician who has recently returned
from Persia, says that the natives still
believe that human tears are a remedy
for certain chronic diseases. At every
funeral the bottling of mourners' tears
18 one of the, chief features of the cere-
mony, Each of the mourners is pre-
sented with a sponge with which to mop
his face and eyes, and after the burial
these sponges are presented to the priest,
Who squeezes the tears into bottles, which
he keeps,

The municipality of Paris is experi-
menting with glass paving material. A
sectlon of Rue du Havre has been laid
with it as a test. It is pure glass sub-
Jected to a process called devitrifaction.
The result is a hard, smooth, opaque,
nonporous substance, which does not re-
tain damp or odors. The inventors say
that it combines the solidity of granite
with the smoothness of asphalt. It is
not affected by heat or cold. It, how-
ever, is expensive. Another drawback

1s its extreme resonance.
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General Sunday-school Board has ap-
pointed SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th,
as a RALLY DAY in all Methodist Sunday-

schools in Canada.

A Programme, which includes hymns, responsive
readings, etc., has been prepared, under direction of
the General Board. On account of printing a large
edition we are able to supply this Programme at the
very low price of 25 cents per hundred copie:
postpaid.

We have also a very attractive Four-page An-
nouncement Card, for advertising the services of

Rally Day, which will be sent to any address for
30 cents per hundred, postpaid.

Che Epworth League Reading
@ourse Tor 1901-2 is now ready

HE Course has been reduced from four books
to three, and the price also cut down. We
confidently expect that this will be the most

attractive set of books that we have ever offered to
the Leagues. The following is the selection :

8 .Iklll‘ a Life. Bv Corrtrann Mevers.

A book of inspiration and instruction on character building,
which will delight old and young.

2. Poems of Whittier.

This volume has been chosen in response to a widespread
desire on the part of Reading Circles for something of a high
grade from standard literature. The works of the Quaker
poet will be greatly enjoyed by the young people.

3. Japan, Country, Court and People.
By DRrR. NEWTON,
This is declared by competent critics to be one of the best
books on Japan ever written. It is fresh from the press, and
is full of interesting descriptions of one of the most interest
ing countries in the world.

These three splendid books will be sold for $1.33.
If sent by mail, 15 cents must be added for postage,
making the total cost $1.50.

If a number of sets are purchased at once by a
League they can be forwarded by express, thus
greatly reducing the expense. We are determined
to give the young people every possible advantage
in order that the Course may be widely circulated.

Now is the time to organise a Reading Circle and
secure the books.

William Briggs

... ADDRESS ORDERS TO...

€. W. Qoates

TORONTO MONTREAL HALIFAX

S. F. Fuestis
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