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Canada - If Germany Should Win

Before the Treaty of Paris in 1763 there was a lively discussion,
“a paper war,” which bogan in 1760 and which was carried on in the
home land, and in America, as to whether Canada or the Island of
Guadeloupe should be kept by England when peace was made with
France, providing a choice was necessary. By that treaty Canada was
retained and since that time it has been a British Colony.

From 1763 until 1841 the settled portions of Canada were govern-
ed as a Colony, having a more or less unsatisfactory parliament of the
peaple from about the year 1791. In 1841 responsible gove nment
was introduced. In 1867, by the British North America A@, the Con-
federation of the Provinces was brought about and Canada became a
self-governing country. The last of the British regular troops, except a
few for the purpose of instruction, were withdrawn from Canada in
1870. it is true we are a part of the British Empire, one of Britain's
colonies, but one which Britai, has seen fit to trust to govern herself,
and up to the present timie we have given no occasion for alarm by the
manner in which we have done the work. We are to-day proud of
the fact that we are a British Colony, proud that we can help the
n}othcr]and in her European struggles and we believe that she is proud
of us.

What would be our position should Germany win in the present war
and Canada become a Gerinan Colony > This is a question which it
is difficult to answer. In considening it we shall have to recmember
that at the present time Germany has no so-called self-governing
colonies, that Germany until very recent years has done no coloniza-
tion work and that she has used her colonies as a place to settle Ger-
man cmigrants and has kept them under dire@ military, civil and
economic control from Berlin.

The year 1884 is an important one in the history of German col.
onization. During the years just previous. Bismark and Wilhamn |. did
not deem 1t advisable to assume the responsibility of administration,
and the older form of British colonization, by means of chartered com-
panies, was the one used by Germany 1n her meagre attempts at this
kind of work. The only responsibility of the Imperial Government
was a guarantee of protection from foreign aggression. These terri-
tories were officially known as Protectorates and were not actually in-
corporated into the Empire.

In the year above mentioned Germany began to acquire posses-
sions under a colonial policy and since that time she has added to her
Empire every foot of land she could. The chartered companies system
did not prove satisfactory and she began to purchase the rights of
these companies, until in 1889, she completed the work, and since that
date »ll have been under the direct administration of the Empire.  Her
Colonial office was established in 1907, only seven years ago.

One point in connection with this subject of which we must not lose
sight is the fact that Germany’s great desire for colonial expansion is to
provide a place to locate her surplus population and to secure a market
for her surplus manufacurers. Her industrial development during re-
cent years has been enormous and the increase in her exports of manu-
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factured goods has been one of the marvels of modern Germany. She
has not been fortunate in her colonies up to the present time, not one
of them being suitable for the German settler and emigrant, at least in
large numbers, and the result is that other countries, like the United
States, have been profiting by her misfortune.

Her prescnt colonies have been rather expensive possessions, be-
cause she has had to make up the deficiency between revenue and
expenditure, the chief item of the expenditure being for military out-
lay, and has as yet not secured a possession that really serves her pur-
posc -a country which would best serve the nation's political, racial
and commercial advantages. Canada would be the ideal country to
fit all the requirements of the case.

Perhaps 1t would be well to look for a short time at the feeling
Germany would have towards Canada when she took possession of the
country. We have always prided ourselves upon being free and that
freedom has been granted us, at no expense to ourselves, by the
powers that rule in Britain. We are recognized throughout the world
as British subjects who would do almost anything to help mintain the
Empire. When the Boer war was bemng waged (a war in which
Germany certainly did not side with kngland) we sent some of our
best men- not because England asked for them, bu. because we want-
ed to help the mother country. In the present war we are aiding n
every way within our power. We have sent one good-sized contin-
gent of men and more are to follow, and are paying the entire expenses
in connection with clothing, provisioning, paying and transporting them
to the battleficlds of Europe. In addition to this we are making pat-
riotic gifts of oats, potatoes, cheese, fluur, coal, clothing and money,
gifts out of proportion to anything ever imagined even by our own
people, and to maintain the Bntish Empire we are rcady to make
sacnfices which will make all that has been done up to the present
time seem but a drop in the bucket. Does anyone imagine that
Germany would occupy our country and forget all thesc things, these
evidences of affection for her most hated nval ?

The fust act of Germany in taking possession of the country
would undoubtedly be to put a strong contingent of Geiman soldiers
in cvery place of importance from Halifax to Vancouver, with lesser
detachments in the smaller places. Then she would start to make us
German.

The Bntish flag would be replaced by the Black Eagle. The
royal arms now displayed 1n every county court room in Canada znd
the other evidences of Bntish dominion would be destroyed. No
longer would it be “His Majesty’s Mail™ or on official documents
* George, the Fifth, by the Grace of God of the linited Kingdonn of
Great Britain and Ireland and of the Briish Dominions beyond the
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India.”

Our Canadian Parliament would be done away with. There
would be no House of Commons or Senate to pass our laws. Everv
departmental head would be dismissed and probably every office
holder in Canada would, m time. be put upon the shelf or given a
secondary position with the standing of a clerk.

In place of the splendid organization which has been built vp by
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years of experience, we would have substituted the form of govern-
ment our new masters decemed best adapted to keep us m complete
subjection. Germany would face » new situation in dealing with
Canada and we can only surmise that she would apply to our country
a combination of her present colomal and Lome systens The laws of
our land would certamly not be founded on the so-called " Common
Law " and theti adnunmstration not based on the British North Ainen-
can A&

German colories have at the head of the administration an imper-
ial governor who is responslble to the Colonial Office 1in Berlin.  He
is assisted by a council consisting of the chiefs of the departments.
Each chief or local district ofhicial has his staff and police force. In
pracically every case these head men are Germans and the language
used in all official business is the German language The German
Colonial Office, like other unpenal offices. 1s nominally a branch of the
chancellery.

Should a form of representative government be given us we could
rely upon 1t that it would be no more liberal than that of the German
empire. In Germany there was a semblance of rule by the people un-
til the fall of Bismark in 1890, but when that master statesman gave up
the reins, the Kaiser, Emperor William ., took chiel control of the
offices of Government and hunself Anected the State. Then the prose-
cutions for lese-mmajeste became more commen because pohtical dis-
cussion was limited and 1t was difficult to avoid eriicizing.  In spite of
the fac@ that the Reichstag 1s elected by manhood suffrage, there exists
no real parliamentary system in Germany. and " owing to the cconomac,
political, social and religious structure of the nation™ therc never can
be.  The hnal decision really lies with the Prussian land-lords and
they uphold their monarch. who i1s necessanly the Emperor of Gennany.

A Canadian parliament would be useful to aid 1n settling local
problemns but being subject to the will of the Emperor, the members
would be in constant fear of enacting legislation which would bnng
severe penalties.  Such a body would naturally beconic a niere figure-

head.

The City of Ottawa would, in all probability, be kept as a nominal
capital, principally because here 1s machinery with which an adminis-
tiation of the coiony could be effected  The importance of the aty
would certainly be less than at the present time and the Germans
might decide that headquarters nearer the home governiment would be
better adapted to theis needs. ‘There are Canadian cities on the
Atlantic sea-board with provincial capital buildings that would house
all the departments required to run the colony. In that event Ottawa,
now the sccial centre of the Dominion, would lose its prestige.

C ~rtainly there would be no more distinguished Canadians honor-
ed as tney have been by the King. and 1t 1s highly probable that the
Kaiser would reguire those who have already been so rewarded to
relinquish their titles. i eryone would be 1equired to swemn allegiance
to the German LEmperor.

The department of Miliia, directed fromn Berlin and in the hands
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of German officers, could do practically as it pleased with Canadians.
Military service would certainly be compulsory , and, even should no
morc suingent regulations than those of Germany be required, they
wouid scem unbearable. A vast army of regulars stationed through-
out the Dominion, maintained at our expense, does not sound attrac-
tive. and 1t is hard to think of the rank and fGle made up of our
Canadian boys. trequentiy under domincering and over-bearing Ger-
man ofhcers.  The Prussian military system is the basis of the uipenal
sysiem and under that code every male is hable for aclive service at
scventeen and must comnience to serve by the time he is tweniy years old.
He serves for seven years, of which two must be spent with the colors.
During lus ieserve years he 1s twice called for training with his corps
for a maximum of eight weeks. !le then serves under various regula-
tions until his thirty-ninth year, smaking the whole length of his service
nineteen years. Lhen hejoins a further reserve list until he i1s forty-
five years of age. The only exceptions to the above fixed rule apply
to those who are physically or mentally unfit for service, or those who
have attained a certain standard of education which allows them to
join a special class and serve one yvear.  This last classification is
attainable by only a few, because. 1 addition to the qualihcation of
learning. they niust be wealthy in order to pay the expenses of therr
division.

As one authority has expressed it “The new Empire was founded
with the sword and the essential theory of its structure is that it must

be defended.”

Thus we would have Canada over-run with a mlitary system
which. when once tullv orgamezed on such an slaburate scale, would
not fail to have a detenorating influence upon our now free Canadian
manhood.

Our trade and commerce would all be changed  In place of our
fine steamers. flying the British flag. leaving our ports for England. we
would Lave boats ~aitling for Hambuig, with the German flac. Regu-
lations so stringen! as to prachcally prohibit conununication with
England would be bound to ke enacted.

Our raihioads, those vast systems which have breen our pndc,
would probably pass to government ownersinp and the powers that be
would sec to it that lhey prudur.red every pfonmg ot revenuc that was
possible.  Since 1881 all the railroads in Prussia have Heen owned by
the Statec and ot the German systems, with atotal of 24.470 nales in
1906, only 2,379 nules wete owned by prnival - corporations.

The heavy trade which we now enjoy with our neizhbors to the
soutn. iradc which n the last fiscal year wa: ceported to be in exces: of
six hundred and twenty-six nullions of dcllars would becomne dis-
organized. principally because all of the trea*ies and agreements which
we now have with the United States would becon.z inoperative and
our new masters would make such amangements for the settlement of
the various questions as would best suit the impenal purposc

In Germany the posts and telegraphs. with thie exception of
Wuticinberyr aned Bavana, all belonr to the maperal postal distnat
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and arc under dire@ control.  Applyin this system to Canada, we
would hai e our telegraph and telephone hnes owned by the State
Of course we would use German stamps tor our letters and an all
probability the rate to the United States anu England would be in-
creased to twenty pfennig.

The Canadian banking system lias been the subject of inore
favorable div. ussion by other countries than probably any other insti-
tution we have founded. It would be haid to see that :ystem done
away with, though probably its main features would be left intact
But the Germans know a good revenua producer when they see it and
a tax upcn our banks should produce a lot of money for them. Our
coinage would be changed, our children would have new tables to
saudy and we would all have 1o figure in ptennigs, marks and krones.
Once hundred ptennigs equal one mark and one thousand pfennigs
cqual one krone. the krone o1 crown being the gold con.  All our

money would appear with the face of the Emperor on it in place of
that of our King.

Branches of the unperial bank would be oxtablished throughout
the country, und our owa banks would have to conlorm to the rules
laid down by t.  Ti: right to 1ssue cusrency miyhit be given w our
institutions but, it allowed that privslege, it would certainly be given, as
it is to other banks in Germany, subject to withdrawal on a year's
notice.

The question of the tanfl would no longer be o pohitical issue
with us because there would be no politics and the Colomal office
would l'egu]at.. that miportant assaiee, ('mtamly i4opre firontial tanff
with Gicat Brtain would uat e allowed us. Germany would une
dcubtrdly put a teritt on ( anadian menufactured gm)ds enlenng that
country and r1equire all of her manufactures to enter Canada duty frec.
The resuit would he most disestrous for our Canadian manufactunng
mdustries. I fact 1t would put them out of business.  On the one
industt: o wcteh moking, o vovernmicnt monoply in Germany, the re-
sult would be to close the Lddy plant mumediately.

The land system is hard to figure out under new owners.  All the
vaft areas now known as Crown lands might be opencd for settlement
but more hkely they would be disposed of to landlords.  Having a
large pant of the country vndor frce-hold at the present time  would
tend 10 make the German Linperor adopt the {eudal systemn for the
lands at present unoccuped.  The props of his throne at the present
time arc unqguestionabdly the great landlords and he would wish to
have that sy sein inaugurated in Canada to nupress his new subjects
with his powets.  Should any ot lands be sold in siall farms. the
Crown decds would cecitainly Jook strange in thewr new form,
Emperor Williom Il by the Gruce of God. cte

ln cducational ractters cur svstem, supplanted by a lew new torms,
would probably prerail, though of course the text bheoks relating to
history and eovermment would be changed. No moare Enghish history
in our primary schonls, and Canadian histare so changed by the censor
that we ..ould hardly recognize it.  Pohtical history would be taken
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from the curriculum entirely. In Germany elementary education is
free. The school age is from six to fourteen years and attendance is
compulsory. One authority says that “obedience and discipline are
the two moral lessons of the elementary schools, as indeed they arc
nearly sure to be when the teachers arc government officials and part
and parcel of the machinery erected. at any rate in Prussia, for carry-
ing on the business of the State. as the inost important sphere of
human activity.” In Germany separate schools are allowz¢ where
mixed confessions exist.

We might be allowed to publish our newspapers but their pages.
devoid of all political discussion and criticism, without the promin-
ence now given to news of the British Empire and substituted for that,
German news, with every article written with the fear of hurting the
feelings of some German official, the» would lose their main charm.
Germany has no great newspapers of intemational reputation like the
London Times, the Paris Figaro and the New York Herald, and the
prncipal reason for not having them is that the papers of Germany
have very little political influence. The Kaiser. Government and rul-
ing classcs are unquestionably hostile to an independent and strong
press.

All books we would be allowed 10 publish would probably come
under a strict censor.  Qur libraries, both private and public, would be
inspected and every volume, which did not have the approval of the
Kaiser. confiscated.

The question of taxation would ceitainly be carefully attended to
and if this rich ficld for revenue was not drained dry. t would be a
miracle. We in Canada do not know what taxes are, but a tax on all
the commercial privileges, on our merchants, banking and brokerage
houses, insurance companies, manufacturing concerns, incomes. farm-
ing industries, to say nothing of stamp taxes on checks, legal forins,
and, in fa@, upon everything that could be taxed, would scon teach us
how vicious such an institution can be. In addition to dire® taxation
in the Cerman colonies, the home government enforces a system of
compulsory labor for certain public works.

What would be our standing with tli. nations of the world ?

Our relations with England and her colonies at an cnd, our right
to make treaties with the United States terminated. all the special
privileges which we now enjoy, gone a sorry spectacle, indced. We
would be at the mercy of the Kaiser with his almost absolute control.
The annoyance of the soldiers and of the policemen would become
part of our daily life. Persistent official interference would be the
rule. We would be dragooned where we are now frec.

A German once said in jest that the German heaven is a place
where “everything is forbidden on pain of severe punishment”™ We
would be looking for a place to live where the state is less all-import-
ant and where the individual counts a little.

And as a climax to this ruthless upheaval in our economiz, social,
personal and political condition we should probably be called upon 10
pay an immcdiate war indemnity of possibly one billion marks. And
we would have to do it whether we liked it or not. and then sing as if
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we rcally had our hearts in om sonyg, the German national anthem.
“The Watch on the Rhine.”

All of these difficultics and troubles so suddenly thrust upon us.
depend upen that httle word “if.” it Canada should become a
German colony.  But there are three great reasons why this will never
happen.

First of all England and her Allies are not gour:r to luse i the
teinble war wiuch 1< now beinis waged i Furope.  lThey may have
tempoiary reverses in that titanic siruggic, but i the end Germany
must be brought to her knees. The odds are too strong against her.
I'rance, Russia, Japan, Servia. Belgium, Portugal and Great Britain
united are bound to crush her. and when she 1s once crushed, they
will sec to it that German militarism is a thing of the past. She may
rise again to be a ureat commercial nation. but it will be under such
restrictions that never again will a ruthless Emperor, backed by a pack
of unprincipled war lords, be able to control and build up a military
systoin to devastate Europe and cause the miscry which they have
spread over the countries which are the baulehelds of to-day.

The second 1eason 15 because of a bit of uawntten United  States
law called the Monroe Doctrine. This code. suggested to President
Monroe m 18235 by England through her secrctary, George Carning,
has stooed ond will o' ays stand i the United States of Amcrica.
When Montoe savl, “wnue American Continen's. by the frec and in-
dependent condition which they have assumed and maintained, are
henceforth not to be considered as subjects tor future colonization by
any Faropear powers,” he meant 1t and the American people mean to
stand by 1t foreve..  And if there were no Monroe Doctrine the
Umited States would never allow anvone to touch Canada. even should
we, by any musfortune. lose the protecting wing of Lngland. There 1s
a dccp-)m)lmi flll.‘hd\lllp baween thetwo countnes which can never be
broken. We¢ may have our petty misunderstandings and may not al-
ways eurce on matters of international iclation but these tnfles would
be forgotten should Canada be in danger. The people of the United
States are showing their 1eal fechng in the present war  a war wn which
their country is ofhcially neutral -by the fice expression of a powerful
press almost unanimously favorable to the Allies. One editonal fiom
the New York Sun of October First 1s a fair sample of their atitude. It
reads as {ollows :

* THE. PERNICIOU 3 ACTIVITY OF CERTAIN GERMANS

The Sun has no desire 1o advise the Gennan Government, but it
fecls constrained to admonish n a fnendly wav the representatives of
that government here that any attempt to create discord hetween the
United States and Great Britain will be resented.  The Sun vesterday.
in a Washinglon dc<patrh gave ample evidence of a pernicious activ-
ity on the part of ‘a group of Germans in Shanghar”

We feel that there are some Germans nearer Washington than
Shangliai « 10 cat profit by this advice. for off they do not, the Sun,
from a patnotic scnse of duty, may deem it necessary to be more  ex-
plicit.”

Thiu s catanly plamn languase froin o neutral. In the United
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States all of the men of standing, both statesmen and citizens, are our
friends, and were they not our friends, does anyone for a minute
imagine that that country wants to have a German colony along three
thousand miles of her international border ? Think of the fortifications
she would have to build, and the standing army she would forever
have to maintain. A nation that has shown her utter disregard for her
word, one that considers a treaty of neutrality a mere scrap of waste
paper, one that would treat an innocent country like Belgium in the

ous m~nner in which Germany has treated her, burning and
destroying her undefended cities, towns, and villages, and inflicting
unheard of cruelties on her women and children, one that would des-
troy art and architecture to gratify a personal ambition and one which
the whole civilized world hcs learned to distrust, would certainly not
be a welcome substitute for Canada as a neighbor.

The third and last reason why Germany will never o+ 1 Canada
is because Canadians would not have her for a master. How would
we prevent it> That is the important question. We have practicaily
no fortihied position. an army that is small in comparison with that of
other countries. and we are a sober, industrious, peace-loving people,
numbering about eight millions. But how long would we remain
peaceable if our freedom were to be taken from us? QOur people
would rise as one man with an energy that would make the magnificent
effort of Belgium appear small in comparison. Every inan who could
hold a gun would join the colors.  English, French, hish, Scotch.
American, German, ltalian, Norwegian, Swede, Hungarian, Japanese,
Chinese. and all the other units of our peogle would rush to help.
Some may ask why 1 include all these races, and particularly the Ger-
mans, in the calculation. [ answer that they are the very ones that
would not want to sec the present order of things changed. They
realize the contrast between freedom and being subject to bureaucratic
organization. They have settled with us and are among our best and most
loyal citizens and when the time came for them to fight, they would fight
to the last drop of their blood. It would not be very long before an im-
mense army would be raised and an army that, fighting tor such prin-
ciples, could not be resisted by any foreign organization thousands of
miles from its base. There is still another force that would Le added
to our standard. Scattered over the whole of the United States is a
vast army of Canadians who have joined hands with our fnends over
the border and who have been received with open arms as American
citizens.  Though they make good Americans and are loyal to their
adopted country, they have a warm feeling for their motherland, and
almost to a man would join her cause.

At first we might have a few reverses. but bear in mind that we
would .iot have to meet a German army such as is fighting in Europe
to-day. By the time the Kaiser had defeated the combination against
which he is fighting hundreds of thousands of the best of
his army would be out of action, killed or wounded. and if
he desired to maintain his new-found supremacy over LEurope.
he would have to keep at home most of his army with its
sadly thinned 1anks, He mught be able to send over here, onc



two or pessibly three hundred thousaud troops, but what would they
amount to against an army of possibly a million Canadians fighting for
their liberty ? It is true that the Germans would be trained veterans,
but even trained veterans fighting in a strange land where everyone is
antagonistic, would have a sorry time trying to conquer a country like
Canada. A country which has reared men like Macdonald, Cartier,
Brown, Tupper, Mowat. Tilley, Galt, Foster, Cartwright, Borden,
lLaurier, Strathcona and hosts or others. is not made up of weaklings to
submit to any forcign invasion. When the time came to a®, we, of
the younger generation, with the blood of our grandfathers and grand-
mothers, those hardy pioneers who won a home and built a nation
under the greatest difficulties, could be depended upon to produce
scores of other leaders under whom all Canadians would fight and win.

* Ours is the prestige born of love,

The harmony of power from reign to reign ;
Cift of the Sovereignty that rules above,
Gift of the centuries growing young again ;
Sing we the majesty of British right,

Sing we our own within our empire’s might!
The strains th: t glorify our King and Queen
Are but the symbols of the uplifting lay -
The harmony of life that's born of liberty.™



