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' CHAPTER XI. ' 1 ' * •

British force on the Niagara in October^ 1813—
Attack upon the piquets—Effects ofthe surrender

of the right division—Major-general Vincent*

s

retreat to Burlington— His orders from the

>' commander-in'Chi^ to retire upon Kingston'^^

" Fortunate contravention of those orders—General

Harrison's arrival at, and departurefrom Fort'

•' George '^ Association of some Upper Canada

militia after being disembodied-^Their gallant

' attack upon, and capture of a band of plunder-

5 tw^ traitors—General M^Clure's shameful con-

' duct towards the Canadian inhabitants—Colonel

' Murray's gallant behaviour--— Its effect upon

- general M^Clure-^A Canadian winter'-^Night'

conflagration of Newark by the Ameri&aH^-—
'- M^Clure*s abandonment of Fort-George, and
' ^tg'A/ across the river—Arrival of lieutenant'^

' general Drummond—Assault upon, and capture

of Fort-Niagara— Canadian prisoners found

there— Retaliatory destruction of Lewistozou,

TOL. II. B



MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

Young8towniManchester,andTuscarora—Attack

upon Buffaloe and Black Rock, and destruction

, of those villages—American resentment against

generalM*Clure—Remarks upon the campaign;

also upon the burning of Newark, and the

measures pursued in retaliation.

Having brought the campaign of 1813 to a

close upon the northern, and north-western,

Canadian frontiers, the operations along both

shores of the Niagara come; next, to be detailed.

M^or-general Vincent, who again commanded,

in the absence of general De Rottenburg, the

centre-division, had received, since the nsiddle

of September, a reinforcement of the 100th

regiment; in order to counter-balance the

reduction his force would sustain in the

departure of the 49th and 104th regiments,

already noticed.* The generaPs head-quarters

were at the Cross Roads; and the piquets of his

advancedcorps, which wascommanded by colonel

Murray, occasionally showed themselves in the

.town of Newark. From the American account

only welearn, that, on the6thofOctober, *< about

500 militia-volunteers and about 150 Indians,

4:oinnianded by colonel Chapin,'' attacked the

piquet-guard of the British ; and, '* after an

hour and a hairs hard-fighting," drove it upon

the main-body ; when /* the whole British army,

.'^i".>'i';ri-!>.i. V See Vol. I. p. 261. :r>^rt —• s f^A'*

oonsu

Vincci

The J

loss oi

four k
** fitei

coutri'

doctor

mischi

• ^capei

been pi

himselj

neighb

real exj

On
disastei

reacheci

and ca

conside

and ln<

towardfi

Proctor

his divj

his tro<

Burling

whole o

sides In

road, I

object;

• • Hist

^lAiMxi



/ GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. •

connstingof 1100 men, with the great general

Vincent, at their head, fled into the woods.''

The British are declared to have sustained a

loss of 32 in killed only, and the Americans of

four killed and wounded. * This is the way the

*^ literary gentlemen" of the United States

contrive to fill their <* histories." Colonel, or

doctor Chapin (for he professes, and is equally

mischievous in, both characters) had lately

leaped from the British, 'j* and,, for that exploit,

been promoted ; probably by the secretary at war

himself, as he was known to have been in the

neighbourhood of the Niagara, while the Mont*

real expedition was preparing, ^nt ifni \m'xhm

:»r On the 9th of October intelligence of the

disaster that had befallen the right division,

reached thehead-quarters of the centre-division

;

and caused general Vincent, after destroying

considerable quantities of stores, provisions,

and Indian goods, to retreat, with his troops,

towards Burlington Heights : where colonel

Proctor joined him with the small remnant of

his division. As soon as general Vincent and

his troops had got well on their way to

Burlington, major-general M'Clure, with the

whole of his force, numbering Q700 men, be-

sides Indians, marched a few miles along the

road, and back. This was not without an

object; for we were afterwards tbld, that

. • Hist, of the War, p. 168* -fc Sm Vdl. I. p. 218. '

B 2 .
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•f

(I

** general M^Clure, with the New York militia,

volunteers, and Indians, succeeded in driving

the British army from the vicinity of Fort-

George, and pursued them as far as the Twelve-

mile Creek."* dl »
* w/ imi: U^nitA nirt

^' Miyor-general Proctor's discomfiture reached

the head quarters of the commander in chief

about the middle of October ; and orders were

instantly forwarded to major-general Vincent,

directing him to commence upon hia retreat

without delay, and to evacuate all the British

posts beyond Kingston. Some delay did for-

tunately take place, owing chiefly to counter*

orders, not from head-quarters; and a council

of war, summoned at Burlington Heights, came

to the: noble resolution of not moving a step

to the rear, in the present conjuncture of affairs

on the peninsula. Fatal, indeed, would have

been the retreat. There was still a consider-

able number of sick, both at Burlington

Heights and at York; and, considering the

season of the year, and the state of the roads,

the whole of them must have been left to the

protection of the enemy. Nor, for the same

reason, could the ordnance, ordnance-stores,

baggage, and provisions, have followed the

army ; and yet the garrison of Kingston, upon

which place the troops were directed to retire,

had, at this time, scarcely a >week*s provision in

..;i: , { Historyof UieW«r, p. 158. ) j.n '
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following up the affair at the Moravian village,

what would the Indians have thought of us?—:

In short, it will not bear reflection.

Towards the end of October, among other

sacrifices caused by the dread of general

Harrison's zeal and promptitude, two companies

of the 100th regiment, which had been stationed

at Charlotte vi lie, in the London district of

Upper Canada, were ordered to evacuate that

post, and join the maip bodj of the centre-

division of the army at Burlington, distant 60

miles. Orders were at the same time issued, to

disembody and disarm the militia. The officer

who had this duty to perform, having ascertained

that a large body of traitors and Americans had

been plundering the houses of the inhabitants,

while the latter were away in the service of their

country, left a supply of arms and ammunition

with some of the militia officers and privates.

These, in number 45, immediately formed them*

selves intoan association ; and marched,with lieu*

tenant-colonel Bostwick, of the Oxford militia,

at their head, against the marauders; whom
they fortunately fell in with on the Lake Erie

shore, about nine miles fVom Dover. An engage^

ment ensued ; in which several of the gang were

killed and womided, and 18 taken prisoners.

These 18 were afterwards tried at Ancaster for

high treason ; and all^ except three^ convicted

.



6 MILITARY OCCimRENCES BETWEEN

I'

Eight of the 15, lo convicted, underwent the

penftltj of the law. The remaining seven were

respited, to await the prince regenfs iinal deci-

tion ; and h;ive fiince been transported. How
highly, and yfit how justly, this well-planned

and well-executed enterprise was appreciated by

the president of Upper Canada, will be seen in

the general orders which he caused to be issued

upon the occasion,*

About the 1st of November general Harrison

arrived ai Fort-George, with about 1700 of

hi« troops; who, agraeably to Mr. Secretary

AruiBtrong's orders, were immediately quar-

ttrad upon the inhabitants of Newark. In the

course of November, both general Harrison

and 'ColcHiel Scott, with their respective corps,

embarked on board commoclore Chauncey's

fleei for Sackett's. Harbor; leaving genera]

M'Clure, with his 2700 militia, and a few

regular troops, in charge of Fort-George.

General M'Clure, now having the entire com-

foand' to hsniself, and being disappointed,

notimthstandiag all the intrigues of hift friend

Wiloackc^'ifl his endeavours ^* to secure the

friebekhi^ and co-operatiou of the inhabitants^^'

begaii> sending thd^most obstinate of the latter

acrosa to the American side, and then set about

pillaging and defrtroying the farm-houses and

barns in the neighbourhood of Fort-George.

Th
gener

allow

marcl

Murr
with

ment,

Indiar

the ro

which

The f

reaohe

taken

now re

nearer

fresh
]

Twent'

Twelve

driven

Fort-G

devasta

idea ca

misery

hope to

The
Wilkini

in his a

says thi

36 degr

* App. No. 1. IJ .ilil

'L.



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMBRICA.
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i- Thete atrocities were represented to migor-

general Vincent, and he was strongly urged to

allow a small regular and Indian force to be

marched against general M^Clure. Colonel

Murray finally gained his point; and, taking

with him 379 rank and file of the 100th regi*

ment, about *20 volunteers, and 70 of the western

Indians, led by colonel Elliot, moved forward on

the road towards the Forty-mile Creek ; beyond

which point he had been ordered not to proceed.

The advance of this small detachment lOOn

reached the ears of general M*Clure, who had

taken post at the Twenty-mile Creek, and who
now retreated, in haste, to a position somewhat

nearer to Fort-George. Colonel Murray obtained

fresh permission to extend his march to the

Twenty-mile Creek, and subsequently to the

Twelve-mile Creek. These movements had

driven the American general and his men to

Fort-George; and then commenced a leene of

devastation and horror, of which no adeqjaate

idea can be formed, except by such aa had t)ie

misery to be spectators. How, then, shall we
hope to succeed in describing it ? -fm • 'r^^^injiir*^*

*«'The winter of 1813, according to general

Wilkinson, set in earlier than usual. Lambert,

in his account of the climate of Lower Canada^

says thftt Fahrenheit's thermometer is sometimes

36 degrees below 0, and that the mean of th«

• ^* •
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1 MILITABY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

cold in winter is about 0.* The climate of

Upper, is certainly not quite so rigorous as that

of Lower Canada ; but jet the mildest winter of

the former, bears no comparison whatever to the

severest winter of this country. For several days

previous to the 10th of December, the weather

an Upper Canada had been unusuallv s^ere,

and a de^ snow lay on the ground. Towards

ttight-fall on that day, general M'Clure gave

4bout half an hour's notice to the inhabitants of

Newark^ that he should burn down their village.

FeW' of the poor people believed that the wretch

was in earnest. Soon, however, came round the

merciless firemen. Out of the 150 houses of

which Newark had consisted, 149 were levelled

to the dust ! Such articles of furniture and other

valuables as the incendiaries could not, and the

inhabitants had neglected or been unable to,

carbya%vay, shared the general fate. Ofcounsellor

Dickson's library, which had cost him between

5 and 600^. sterling, scarcely a book escaped the

ravages of the devouring element. Mt. Dickson

w^ at this tune, a prisoner in the enemy's

territory ; and his wife lay on a sick bed., The

vUli^ns-^how shall we proceed P-^-took up the

poorla^^y, bed and all, and placed her upon

the snow before her own door; where, shivering

with cold, she beheld, if she could see at all,

-i^j ;.j * if lAobert'f Travels, Vol. I. p. 107. -i^i<^ i^v.
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her house and all that was in it consumed to

ashes. Upwards of 400 helpless women and

children, without provisions, and in some

instances with scarcely cloaths upon their backs,

were thus compelled, after being the mournful

spectators ofthe destruction of their,habitations,

to seek shelter at a distance ; and that in sucfar

a night, too !—The reader*s imagination must

supply the rest. > hH^mi jr^f»irmfii;':<>ktn h^tk »rf

'i- In what way will the American historian, or

will he at all, describe the conflagration of

Newark? Not one word about it appears in

doctor Smith's book. Mr. Thomson says briefly

:

*' General M'Clure determined on destroying

the town of Newark.*'* It is Mr. O'Connor

whom we have to thank, for being explicit upon

this point. *' As a measure deemed necessary

to the safety of the troops, the town of NewarH

was burned. * This act,' said general M'Clure,

(proceeds Mr. O^Oonnor) * however distressing

to the inhabitants and my feelings, was % order

of tfie secretary of war, and 1 believe, at the

^me time, proper.* I'he inhabitants, (continues

Mf*. O'Connor,) had 12 hours' notice to remove

their.eflects, and such as chose to cross the river

were provided with all the necessaries of life.'''!^

^-. With the knowledge that Mr. Secretary Arm-^

sttpng had recently been in the neighbourhood

of, if not at Fort-George, we can readily sup<

» Sketches of theWar^p. 188. t Hist, of the War, p. IM.
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pose general IVI/Clure acted, as he days, by the

former's orders. This confers additional atro-

city upon the offence ; but, on that bead, we
shall forbear comments. '* Distressing to my
feelings:''—was not some such language used

by captain DaTid Porter, of the American navy,

after he and his crew had been massacring the

natives of the small island of Nooaheevah,which

he had unfortunately visited during his cele-

brated cruise to the Pacific?* As to the

*• twelve hours' notice," the liberty to ** cross

the river," and the promise that the poor people

should be *' provided with all the necessaries of

life," we give Mr. O'Connor himself credit for

the whole; and can only attribute his not

having come forward with a better excuse, to a

sudden qualm of conscience, or perhaps to a

ynomentary torpor in those inventive faculties,

on most other occasions so serviceable to him.

The nearer colonel Murray approached to the

neigbourhOod of Fort^eorge, the louder were

the complaints of the people against the ** law-

less banditti" by whom they had been oppressed.

That active officer immediately wrote to general

Vincent ; and, anticipating the answer he should

receive, dashed forward to Fort-George* Gene-

ral M^Clure's scouts gave him timely intelli-

gence of the approach of the Britisb ; and the

cowardly wretch, with the whole of his minions,

Mr .q. • Quart. Kcrievf, Vol. XIII. p. 364-^9. ^«i^ '
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abandoned Fort George, and fled across the

river. Not the slightest opposition did he make

;

althougii the fortifications had been so much
strengthened, since the capture of the fort in the

preceding IVlay, that the American commander,

with only half the force he possessed, might

have maintained a regular siege. He was in too

much haste to destroy the whole of his magazines,

or even to remove his tents; ofwhich a sufficiency

^r1500 men were left standing. Colonel Murray,

in his flrst letter, states that genera^ M^Clnre had

passed over his cannon, as well as stores.* But,

in a second letter, he mentions that oie 18, four

12, and several 9-pounders, together with a large

supply of shot, were found in the ditch. Even

the destruction of the new barracks, which we

-had recently erected on the Niagara, was not

deemed, by Mr. Armstrong and general M*Clure,

so ** necessary in the military operations there,'*

as Mr. Muhro has since declared the burning

of Newark to have been : consequently, the

former were allowed to remain untouched. The
indignant feelings 6f the soldiers, as they beheld

the sfcnoking ruins of what was oncie, ad acknow-

ledged by all, a beautiful and ik>nrishing village,

would have burst vrith a heavy vengeance upon

the heads of the American general and his troops,

had they not followed up their atrocious conduct

by a precipitate flight. ^**^*-*^^'^"« ,4l>if»ia

.. .:; , *App. ^O. II. «'-'.' ^;.* >*> J-v*

-. .*
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Mr. O'Connor informs us that ** a council of

war,'' that fatal damper of American military

ardor, decided that Fort-George ** was not

tenable." Of the guns, or the fortifications, he

says nothing. Mr. Thomson concurs in opinion

that the post was ** untenable;" and gives as a

reason, that the British force outside consisted

of 1500 regulars, and at least 700 Indians;"

calls general M'Clure's troops " the remnant of

an army;" and.then informs us, that the Ameri-

can general '' determined on destroying the

batteries ;'* * leaving to doctor Smith to advance

the next step ; who, as if to confirm his pre-

decessor's discernment, says roundly :
** Fort-

George was soon afterwards abandoned, and
blown up, by general M*Clure."t..i-wii3 :*b »n:

> Early in November lieutenant-general Drum'*

mond and major-general Rial had arrived from

England ; the former to relieve major-general

De Rottenburg, in the ipilitary command and

presidency of the upper province, 'i'hese offi-

cers had been detained below,,to see the end of

general Will^in^n's expedition. That business

concluded, they moved on to Kingston and

York ; at which latter place general Drnmmond
was sworn into office ; and then, along with

msyor-general Rial, hastened to join the centre

division of the army. Both generals arrived at

St. David's, major-general Vincent-s present

» Sketches of the War, p. 188. f History of the War, p. 265.
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head-quarters, soon after the capture of Fort-

George ; and at a time when colonel Murray's

prompt and decisive measures had given a new

aspect to affairs.

This officer contemplated a retaliatory attack

upon the opposite lines ; to which plan general

Drnmmond yielded, not only his approbation,

but, rightly judging that the delay of waiting

for permission from the commander-in-chief,

then at Quebec,* might recover the enemy from

his panic, and thus defeat the object,~his imme-

diate sanction. No more than two batteaux

were on the Niagara shore, the remainder were

in Burlington Bay. Captain Kerby, an active

militia-officer, under the orders of captain

Elliott, the deputy assistant-quarter-master-ge-

neral, contrived, notwithstanding the incle-

mency of the weather, and the badness of the

roads, to effect the carriage, by land, of a sufli-

ciency of batteaux for the enterprise. •->» -'^i i7-.»t ;,

.vi Every thing being prepared by the evening

of the 18th, the troops destined for the assault,

consisting of a small detachment of royal artil-

lery, the grenadiers of the royal Scots, the flank

companies of the 41st'f, and the effective men-of

the 100th regiment, amounting, altogether, to

fewer than 550 rank and ff le, and commanded by
colonel Murray, crossed the river on that night,

ftnd landed at the Five-mile Meadows, about
n ^. 4l **#**»>*»-' k

'^^•Diitant 530 miles. '"
—

- - - r*

t 3d Battalion which had recently arrtred from Europe.
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three miles above Fort^Niagara. At about four

o'clock the troops commenced their march ; and

the advance, consisting of the grenadiers of the

100th regiment, and a small party of the royal

artillery, succeeded in cutting off two of the

enemy's piquets ; as well as in surprising the sen«

tries on the glacis, and at the gate, by wbich

means the watch -word was obtained, and the

entrance into the fort greatly facilitated. Wh^
three companies of the 100th, under captain

Martin, stormed the eastern demi-bastion, five

companies of the same regiment, under colonel

Murray in person, assisted by lieutenant-colonel

Hamilton of the 100th, entered the fort by the

main gate, which had been left open for. the

return of the guard from relieving sentries^. The

American main guard now rushed out of the

south-east block-house, and fired a volley or

two; and some musketry was fired from another

stone building within the fort ; but the bayonet

overpowered all resistance, and the British union,

in a few seconds more, waived triumphantly

upon the stone-tower of Fort-Niagara. iiii5'i«fi«ft>

The number of prisoners taken, including

two ofiicers and 12 rank and file wounded,

amounted to one captain, nine lieutenants, twO

ensij^ns, one surgeon, one commissary, 112 Ser-

jeants, and 318 rank and file. Add to this

number 65 in killed,* and '* about 20 that

efiTected their escape," and we have 4*29 for the

:('iit. * Appendix, No, 3. H « 4^
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garrison of Fort-Niagara. Upon the differetit

defences were mounted no fewer than 27 pieces

of ordnance ; and, among them, some 32-pound

carronades. The arsenal contained upwards of
*

tlOOO stands of arms, and many rifles. The

ordnance and commissariat stores were im-

mense; and so was the quantity of army-

clothing and camp-equipage. A portion of the

articles consisted, no doubt, of such as general

M^Clure, in his flight, had brought across from

Fort-George. Had the garrison afforded an oppor*

tunity for a greater display of gallantry on the

partofthe assailants,the capture ofFort-Niagara,

a post by for the strongest of any on the inland

frontiers, would have been a still more bril-

liant a<ihievement : it was no slight consolation,

however, that we managed the business with the

trifling loss of six men killed, and five wounded;

including the gallant projector and commander
of the enterprize, colonel Murray, severely in

the wrist. Nor is it without feelings of exulta-

tion, that we compare the number of British sent

against Fort^Niagara, with the number of Ame-
ricans,—-covered too by the fire from a fleet of

ships, and from that same fort,—sent against

Fort-George,* so much its inferior in point of

strength and armament. iB'^nn iriii tHi vt >7ia^.

The deputy incendiary M*Clure, with well-

grounded apprehension of British vengeance,

had, since the very day of his crossing from Fort-

* See Vol. I. p. 153. ,

.
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George,ordered the commandantofFort-Niagara

to prepare to defend the post, and be ready with

** a proportion of hand-grenades in the different

block-houses."* He did not consider the dis-

aster as *' attributable to any want of troops,

but to gross neglect in the commanding officer

of the fort, captain Leonard, in not preparing,

being ready, and looking ^ut for, the expected

attack."
'I'

General M'Clure describes the

British that captured Fort-Niagara, as of** great

force," and as consisting of regulars and ** In-

dians ;" although not an Indian was at the attack

;

for even the '* Indian chief," Norton, who
was present, is a Scotchman. The official letter

then states that, on entering the fort, we
*.' commenced a most horrid slaughter." This

is utterly false, as respects the implication

intended. The piquets and sentries, as in all

cases of assault or surprise, were bayonetted

;

and so were those within the fort who made any

resistance. The fort was entered in darkness,

and a formidable opfiosition expected ; particu-

larly as general M'Clure had himself been

boasting, that the block-houses and defences

within-side, aided by the 32-pounder and other

carronades, which were so mounted as, if neces-

sary, to be fired inwards, would enable a small

garrison to drive out or destroy 1500 British. No
musket whatever was discharged by the latter

;

nor, from the moment that the soldiers could be

App. No. 5. u :.o f ibid, No. 4.
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certain of all resistance having ceased, was a

t^ingle bayonet employed. •tM.«*»ifi» '»»l) f.-, {•!?/

Mr, O'Connor describes the assaulting party

as " regulars, militia, and Indians, to the num-

ber, by the most probable account, of l.'^OO men,''

who, he says, entered the fort while the men

were nearly all asleep ** killing, without mercy

or discrimination, those who came in their way."*

Doctor Smith considers the capture of Fort.*

Niagara to be a sore subject ; therefore merely

states that, in the month of January, it *'> was

surprised and captured." Mr. Thomson begins

his account by stating, that the io\ K was

" garrisoned by 324 sick and effective men";'

although we took, as prisoners, 20 more than

that number, exclusive ofthose that had esca])ed

and been killed. He proceeds :
" At 4 o'clock

on the morning of the 10th, the enemy, 400 in

number, crossed the. Niagara, under colonel

Murray, and approached the principal gate

which was then open."—We find no ** Errata**

referred to in Mr. Thomson's book, but must

consider that the printer has made '* 400" of

wbat was intended for " 1400."—This editor^

caught by the word *' Indians" in the official

letter, then says :
*' Accompanied by his Indian

warriors, he rushed furiously in upon the

garrison. " " On entering the garrison,
'

continues Mr. Thomson, *' colonel Murray

' * History of the War, p. 159. -^ biJ?; ^

VOL. II. C
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received a wound in the arm ; after which he

yielded the command to colonel Hamilton,-^

under whose superintendance, the women of the

garrison were stripped of their clothing, and

many of them killed, and the persons of the

dead officers treated with shocking indignity.'**

—Never was so base a falsehood ! But who, out

of the United States, will believe this petti-

fogging scribbler's story? and as to those in

the United States who may do so, they are too

insignificant, we are sure, to give the gallant

colonel the slightest uneasiness. ..fr ^^n '-"^^

Among the valuables found in Fort-Niagara,

were eight respectable Canadian inhabitants;

who, in direct violation of civilized warfare, had

been taken from their peaceful dwellings to be

immured within the walls of a prison. That no

doubt may remain of the fact, we here present

the reader with the names of six out of the eight

individuals, who were thus so happily released

from bondage. The names are : Thomas Dickon,

Samuel Street, and J. M . Cawdle, esquires

;

Messrs. John Tompson, John Macfarlane, and

Peter M'Micking ; the latter 80 years of age.

On the same morning on which Fort-Niagam

was carried, major-general Rial, taking witb

him detachments from the royal Scots and 41st

regiments, amounting to about 500 rank and

file, crossed over to Lewistown. About 500

* Sketches of the War, p. 189 y and third edition

!

Indian

had a

detach

Bennet

menki

doned

setting

found

of a 1-

carriagt

conside

nit ion,

barrels

town, f

as soon

shared (

There

many ei

M'Clun

pened,-^

British <

only on<

this stor

passed o

destroye

wanto i

fiuffaloe

turned.

The e

*



GREAT nniTAlN AKO AMrUfCA. 19

Indian warriors had precedrd this force, artd

had a skirmisli with, and con^pletrly rontfd, a-

detachment of American militia, under a uiajor

Bennett; in which aHhir the hitter lost eight

men killed. No sooner had the Am<'ricans aban-

doned Lcuistown, than the Indians commenced

setting fire to it. Mnjor-geneial Uial, who

found no enemy to contend with, took possession

of a 12 and 6-pounder gun, with travelling

carriages, and every thing complete ; also a

considerable quantity ofsmall drms, some ammu-
nition, nine barrels of powder, and about 200

barrels of flour. The smftll villages of Youngs-'

t<iwn, Manchester, and the Indian Tnscarora,

as soon as the^ inhabitants had deserted them,

shared the fate of Lewistown.

There is no doubt that the Indians committed

many enormities ; but who could have told Mr.

M*Clure,—himself the origin of all that hap-

pened,^-that the savages were ** headed by

British officers painted." ? Mr. O'Connor is the

only one of our three editors who has repeated

this story. Major-general Rial and his troops

passed on to Fort-Schlosser;* which place they

destroyed : they then proceeded as far as Tone-

wanto Creek,* which is within 10 miles of

Buifaloe ; but, finding the bridge broken, re-

turned, and crossed over to QueenstownJ ''f^^^>t

• The exposed state of the American Niagara-

/ • * See Plate I. •-

t 2
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'

]

frontier began to excite seriouH alarm ; and

general M'Clure, too dastardly to meet in the

field the avengers of the conflagration of Newark,

had requested major-general Hall to take the

command of the regulars and militia, then

assembling from all parts, to repel any further

encroachments. On the morning of the 33d

the major-general fixed his head-quarters at

Batavia, a village about 40 miles from Buffaloe.

On the morning of the 20th we find him at

BufTaloe, reviewing his troops ; which then

amounted to 3011 men, but were afterwards, it

appears, considerably reduced by desertion. ^ ,,, |

Oil the 38th lieutenant-general Drummond,
took up his head-quarters at Chippeway ; and,^

on the next day, within two miles of Fort-

Erie. Having reconnoitved the enemyV. po-

sition at Black Rock^ the lieutenant-general

determined to attack him. Accordingly, on
the night of the 30th, major-general Rial,

having under his command four companies of

the 8th, 250 men of the 41st, the light company

of the 89th, and the grenadiers of the lOOtk,

regiments, numbering, with 50 volunteer-militia,

about 590 rank and file, also a body of Indian

warriors, not exceeding 120, crossed the Niagara,

and landed, without opposition, about two miles

below Black Rock. The light-company of the

89th advanced along the road, and secured .an

* Hist, of the War, p. ICl.

^ '

>
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Atnerioan piquet, a§ well an the bridge over the

Conjuichity,* or Schojcoquatly,t ^^® boards

of which had already been loosened, preparatory

to their removal. The 250 men of the 41st, and

the grenadiers of the 100th, were joined to the

light-company of the S9th ; and the whole,

amounting to about 400 rank and Hie, in order

to Kccuru the passage of the bridge, took up a

poKition, a short distance beyond it, at a place

called the Sailor's battery, hi the course of the

night several attempts were made by general

HalTs militia to dislodge the British from their

position ; but, ** owing to the darkness of the

night, and the confusion into which the militia

were thrown by the enemy's lire,"* every

attempt failed. 'i^«»i-iiiii .<><ji- • liUv^iuct fik!«ij

At day-dawn on the 31st, the royal Scots,

about 800 strong, along with a detachment of

the 19th dragoons, the whole commanded by

Heutenant-oolonel Gordon, of the royals, crossed

over to land above Black Rock, for the purpose

of turning the enemy's position, while major-

genera! Kiars force should attack him from

below. Unfortunately, owing to some error in

the pilots, several of the boats grounded ; and

became, in consequence, exposed to a heavy and

destructive tire from one 6, one 24, and two

12-pounders, at the Black Rock battery, and

from about 600 menj drawn up on the beach,

*Ai)p. No. 6. f Sec Plate I. + Hist, of thcWar, p. 161.
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flanked by a number of Indians. The gallant

royals, thus sitting in their grounded boats, *o

be shot at like targets, lost 13 rank and file^

killed, and tliree Serjeants, and 29 rank and iilo

wounded. lortunately, a few well-directed

shots from five tield-pieces stationed on the

opposite shore, and the near approach of in^jor-

general UiaFs force upon the enemy's right,

caused a favorable diversion. oj

,:.tBy this time a considerable force of militia,

certainly not fewer than loOi), had assembled in

the town ; but, after a short resistance, the

Americans abandoned Black Kock and its bat-

teries, and fled towards Buflaloe, about 2^ miles

distant. To this town they were followed, ii|

close pursuit ; and, although protected by a

field'piece posted on a height that commanded

the road, made but a slight resistance, ere they

fled in all directions to the neighbouring woods,

fv The British captured at these two posts eight

piec'js ofordnance, including a 21 and 18-poun<-

der. For want of adequate means of conveyance

the public stores,con$isting ofconsiderable quan-

tities of clothing, spirits, and flour, were obliged

to be destroyed. All the inhabitants having left

Black Rock and Buflaloe, the two villages shared

the fate of Newark. The United States' vessels

Chippeway, Little Belt, and Trippe, were found

aground near Buflaloe Creek ; and, along with

their stores, were also committed to the flames.
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This fact is scarcisly noticed by the American

editors ; although the smallest of these three

vessels* when captured from us u short time

previous,* was, with the utmost gravity, styled,

--^'' His Britannic majesty's schooner Chippe*

way/'t 'T^'^ British loss on this occasion,

including that of the royal Scots already given,

amounted to 31 killed, 72 wounded, and nine

missing. The American loss does not appear

;

except where general Hall states, that *' many
valuables were lost. ^ Owing to the nimbleness

of the American militia, and the contiguity of

the woods, only 130 prisoners were made;

among whom was the notorious colonel, or doctor

Chapin. Mnjor-general Hall himself, with

nearly 300 of the most pursy of his soldiers,

brought up at the Eleven-mile Creek, about

three miles from Buffaloe.

. The nine missing of our troops were some

careless fellows who had strayed to the margin

of the village, and were captured on the 1st of

January, by an American scouting party, headed

by a captain Stone. Two oilicers of this de-

tachment were surprised, wiiile on horseback,

by a patrole of the 19th lii;ht dragoons, ar>d one,

*' lieutenant Totman, of the Canadian volun-

teers," was shot. Mr. Thomson declars, that

If.' fl- >'!.'
« James's Naval Occiirrejtces, p. 28fi.

f Nav. Hist, of the United States, Vul. II. p. '212.

t App. No. 7.

^> I'
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'*

lieutenants Riddle and Totman *' would have

given themselves up, but for the treatment

ivhich other prisoners on the Niagara had re-

cently received.'** These American editors are

never at a loss. The fact is, Mr. Totman was

like his friend IVlr. Wilcocks, an Irishman, and

an inhabitant of Upper Canada, where he had

resided many years. With a halter thus before

his eyes, he had a much more powerful ii\duC6-

ment than is alleged by Mr. Thomson, for not

delivering himself up to the British. ' ^f'^ #

Mr. Thomson is very loud in his complaints

against the *' timid miiitia," assembled at Buf-

faloe and Black Rock. Nor is he so without

reason ; for, in proof of the numerous popula-

tion in and around those villages, we find it

stated by a writer from Batavia, under date of

December tlie 23d, that 5000 men could be

assembled in 24 hours: na}^, Mr. O'Connor him-

self fixes the number of sufferers, by the confla-

gration, alone, -^t *' 12000 persons/^ f Nor doe%

this number include such as resided even a short

distance beyond the narrow slip of land, which

\%as the scene of the British incursion. It was

not a week after the pusillanimous behaviour

of the American militia upon this frontier, that

Mr. Wright, member of congress for Maryland,

in a speech which was to prove, that the army of

# Sketches of (lie War, p. 192,

t Ilbt. of the War, p. 1G4,
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the United States had '' been marvellously sue-

ccssful,'' said thus: " There was no evidence

against the courage or conduct of our army ;

which had displayed, not Roman but American

valor: so conspicuous, indeed, had been the

courage displayed, by both our army and navy,

that he hoped whoever should hereafter speak of

Roman valor, on this floor, would be considered

as speaking of the second degree, and not of the

first."* As far as any thing appears on the

.minutes of this day's debates, Mr. Wright's

language caused no unusual sensation in the

house. '•v^- ><'<it\ ..•.-<»irl ..^* ^4*/-.'»J 'i jJ (l -} J'lV

After the American Niagara frontier had thus

suffered a just retribution for the conduct of

the American government along the shores of

Upper Canada, flie British troops, under major*

general Rial, evacuated the whole of the terri-

tory of the United States, except Fort-Niagara,

at which a small garrison was stationed; and

the centre-division ofthearmy of Upper Canada,

consisting now of about 2500 rank and file,

retired into peaceable winter-quarters at Fort-

Niagara, St. David's, Burlington Heights, and

York. Mr. O'Connor, after declaring that our

proceedings had been marked " with the fero-

city of the tiger, and the all-desolating ruin of

the locust," adds: '' On the 4th of January the

robbers retired into their own woods ; not darinsr

*, ProBCcdings of Congrc$s, January Oj 1814.
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^^1

m

to wait tbe chastisement tbat was preparing for

them." He next furnishes us with a piece of

useful information. " The enemy/' says he,

*'Jiaving declared their conduct on the Niagara

frontier to have been committed in retaliation

for excesses said to have been committed by the

American armies in Canada, the censure, or

rather indignation, of the suffering inhabitants

was turned against general M'Clure, who had

the command. The general, previous to retiring

from command, published an address to the

public, in justification of his own conduct, in

which he seems to have been pretty successful."*

His succ/?59 did , not, at all events, reach to the

security of his person ; for he was compelled,

for a long while, to have a strong guard of

regular troops stationed before his door, in order

to restrain the justly enraged population from

treating him as he deserved. *» 'hi; j vuj it* hxm

r. In the harbor at Erie,-!* distant 91 miles from

Bnffaloe, were lying the ships, brigs, and larger

schooners of the American fleet ; nor could they

seek safety upon the lake, on account of the ice

that surrounded them. The Americans, having

good reason to fear an attack upon, had, by

collecting troops and cutting away the ice from

the sides of the vessels, made every arrangement

for the security of, this important depot. Aft^r

the incompetency {)( the American militia to

* Iliutory of the War, p. 1C4. .+ See p. 49.
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defend the post, had, hqwever, been so well

proved, we presume it ws|S ,the kniown unbear-

able states 6f the ice, and not any special orders

from Quebec, that restrained iilajor-geiieral

Rial from attempting to carry into etfect so

desirable an object. ,->;hi ujiir Uf.l ^^iis.:;] .il;

•>J Having now brought to a close the campaign

of 1813, against the British provinces ; we will

borrow an American editor's remarks upon the

subject. " Though," says Mr. Thomson, " the

American armi^ had attained a high degree of

reputation, no one advantage was obtained, to

atone for the blood and treasure which had

already been exhausted. The capital of Upper

Canada had been taken. It was scarcely cap-

tured, before it was abandoned. The bulwark

of the province, Fort-George, had been ->gal»

lantly curried ; but an inferior force was suffered

to escape, after being beaten ; and the conque-

rors were soon after confined to the works of the

garrison, and closely invested upwards of six

months. The long contemplated attack upon

Montreal was frustrated : Kingston still remained

a safe and advanta:>eous harbor, in the hands of

the enemy ; and a fortress,* which might have

been long, and obstinately, and effectually

defended, was yielded, with scarcely a struggle,

and under circumstances mysterious in the

extreme, to the retaliating invaders of the

* Fort-Niagara. ,. ^
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American Niagara frontier. In the course of

the summer of 1813, the American army

possessed every position between Lake Ontario

«ind Lake Erie, on both sides of the Niagara.

In the winter of the same year, after having

gradually lost their possessions on the British

side of that stream, they were deprived of their

possessions on their own.''* If we may be

allowed to leave out '* gallantly'' ; to substitute

" without any" for "with scarcely a"; and

to bestow a smile upon the *' high degree of

reputation which the American arms had

attained," we see no objection to Mr. Thomson's

recapitulatory observations.

iThe circumstances that caused the surprising

changes which he so naturally deplores, seem to

4iave escaped his notice. " Had " the long

contemplated attack upon Montreal" not been

attempted, a comparatively large regular army

of the United States could still have occupied

the peninsula of Upper Canada; and a M'Clure

not been wanted, to prove himself the willing

tool of Mr. Secretary Armstrong's atrocious

purposes. Had not Newark been set on fire,

remorse would not have made cowardsofM'Clure

and his myrmidons; nor would a just indigna--

tion have stimulated a small band of British to

pursue and punish those guilty wretches ; many

ofwhose dwellings happily shared the fate of the

* Sketches of the War, p. 193.
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town whicli they had destroyed. Yet—mark the

diflference. Tlie destruction along tlie American

frontier was the work of an assaulting foe,

glowing with wrath at the commission of injuries,

unauthorized by the laws of war. It was an

event which the inhabitants themselves had, for

the last eight days, been expecting ; an event,

therefore, which they, by removing their pro-

perty, and, in many instances, themselves, from

the spot, did but partially feel. The burning

of Newark, on the other hand, was the delibe-

rate act of an enemy, who had been six months

in quiet possession of the country ; and who had

received no provocation whatever from the inha-

bitants,—*' the innocent, unfortunate, and dis-

tressed inhabitants,^' as M^Clure himself had

styled them ; and that too in the very procla-

mation, wherein he pledged himself to protect

them. Warning the poor people had none

;

unless half an hour or so may. be called by that

name : nor even day-light, to enable them to see

to collect iheir little cloaths and property, and

to seek another habitation, in the room of that

thev had for ever lost. Poor Mrs. Dickson, too !

—

Who, then, will deny that the wanton confla-

gration of Newark still remains unutoned fori*
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,'> .^ rw.;:'rT;-- CHAPTER XIT. ' ^''f" vtirtioii

Operations in Chesapeak Bay-^Arrival of teat'

'5 admiral Cockhurn-^Preparaliuns for attacking

' the United Slates^frigate Constellation in Jameses

River^^Hcr retreat to a safer position— IVanton

firing from the shore upon the Ihilish boats—
. Death of two men in consequence— Arrival of

' admiral Warren—Gallant affair at the mouth of

• the Rappahannock—Rear-admiral Cockburn's

i detached command to the head of the bay—Ad'

vance upon French'town—Heavy fire upon the

- boatsfrom a battery—Landing of the British—
' Flight of the American tnilitia—Destruction of

cannon ,
publicstores, and vessels-—AdmiralCock'

bttrn*s system of oj>erations—American misreprc'

sentations corrected—Purchase of stock at Turkey

Point and Specncie Island—Display of colours^

andfiring ofcannon^ at Havre de Grace—Attack

upon this place—Its short but spirited resistance

—Disrespect shown to a flag of truce—Conse-

quent proceedings by the British—Destruction

of a valuable cannon-foimdry—Gross mis-state-

nient of the American editors—Ridiculous belief-

viour of a prisoner named O'Netl, and ludicrous

threat in case of his detention—Advance upon

George-town and Frederick-town — Previous

uarning to the inhabitants— Their violent jno-
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'^Destruction of houses in consequence-^Visit

of the British to another town^-^CivU deportment

of the inhahif'ints, and its salutary effects—*

Remarks on the American militia-system—/rw-

positions of the American farmers—^Capture of

the United States^ schooner Surveyor—Noble

conduct of lieutenant Cririe of the Narcissus—
Arrival of troops in the Chesapeake—Affair

between H.M.S. Junon and 15 American gun-

boats—Open preparations for attacking Craney

Island—Correspondent preparations on the part

of the Americans—Landing of a division of

British at Pig'Point—Advance of another divi-

sion towards Craney Islaud-^Unexpectedground-

ing 9f ihe boats close under the American

battery—Impossibility to reach the shore—
Destructivefire upon the boats, as well as upon

the struggling crews in the water-—Remarks
upon the attempt to capture Craney Island—
Attack upon, and capture of Hampton—Ex-

cesses committed there by a part of the British

force-''American strictures on the occasion'^'-

Departure from the coast of the corps that

committed the excesses-—Landing of the British

at Ocracoke and Portsmouth, and capture of

twofine letters of marque—American mis-state^

ments corrected,

A THREATENING attitude upon the Atlantic

frontier of the United State;^, in the neighbour.
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hood of tile capital enpecially, being considered

likely to weaken the efforts of the American

government, now so openly and earnestly

directed against our Canadian possessions, rear-

admiral Cockburn, in the Marlborough 74,

with some frigates and smaller vessels, entered

the Chesapeake bay on the 4th of March, 1813.

- The United States' frigate Constellation, lying

in James's river, near Norfolk, became the first

object of attack ; but the preparatory movements

of the British squadron drove her to a safe

position, higher up the river. The rear-admiral

afterwards advanced up the bay, sounding and

r-econnoitring. During the passage of the bouts

along the shore, in the execution of this service,

the Americans frequently fired at them, and, in

one instance, killed two mer», besides wounding

several others ; although not a musket had been,

on any occasion, discharged from the boats.

About the end of March, admiral Warren,

fi'Om Bermuda, bringing with him the San

Domingo 74, and some other ships, arrived in

the Chesapeake. In his way up the bay, the

admiral detached a force to attack four armed

schooners, lying at the moutli of the Rappa-

hannock river. The breeze failing, tlie capture

of the whole four was eflfected by five British

boats, under the orders of lieutenant (now cap-

tain) James Polkinghorne, of the St. Domingo.*

* For the full particulars of this gallant exploit, see James's

Nayal Occurrences, p. 367.
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In a ureek or ttvo afrer a junction had been

formed betiveen admiral Warren and rear-

admiral Cockbum, the latter was directed, with

a squadron of small vessels, including two of

the captured schooners^ to penetrate the rivers

at the head of the bav, and endeavour to cut oft*

the enemy's supplies ; as well as to destroy his

foundries, stores, and public works ;
particu-

larly a depdt of flour, military and other stores,

ascertained, by the information of some Ameri-

cans, to be at a place called French-town, situate

at a considerable distance up the river Elk.

Accordingly, the rear-admiral, with H.M. brigs

Fantome and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer,

and Highflyer, tenders, on the evening of the

a8th of April, moved towards the river. Having

moored the brigs and schooners as far within

the entrance as could be effected after dark,

the rear-admiral took with him, in the boats

of his little squadron, 150 marines, under

captains Wybourn and Carter, and Ave ar-

tillery-men, under lieutenant Robertson, of

that corps, and proceeded to execute his

orders.* .«>'>i>i»MiMf 'num

The boats, owing to ignorance of the way,

having entered the Bohemia instead of keeping

in the Elk river, did not reach the destined

place till late on the following morning. This

delay enabled the inhabitants of French-town to

VOL. II.

• App. No. 8. 1 -i t Ji /»s> iii 1 .:.. : . >
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jiiuke arfaugenients tor the defence of the stores

and town ; for the security of which a six*gun

buttery had lately been directed. As soon as

the boats approached within gun-shot of it, a

heavy fire was opened upon them. Disregarding

this, however, the marines quickly landed ; and

the American militia fled from the battery to

the adjoining woods. •- * •• •' ^..J.fwf.,.*

The inhabitants of the town, situate at about

a mile distant, having, as far as could be ascer-

tained, taken no part in the contest, were not

in the slightest degree molested ; but a consi-

derable quantity of flour, of army- clothing,

saddles, bridles, and other equipments for

cavalry ; also various articles of merchandize,

and the two stores in which they had been

contained ; together with five vessels, lying

near the. place, were entirely consumed. The
guns of the battery, being too heavy to be

carried away, were disabled; and the boats

departed, with no other loss than one seaman

wounded in the arm by a grape-shot. The
Americans lost one man killed by a rocket, but

none wounded, >.... .

^The rear-admiral's system, and which be had

taken care to impart to all the Americans

captured by, or voluntarily coming on board,

the squadron, was-—to . land without offering

molestation to the unopposing. inhabitants,

either in their persons or properties ; to capture

Hi;'

§'
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or devtroy all articles of merchandize and

munitions of war ; to be allowed to take off,

upon paying the full market price, all such

cattle and supplies as the British squadron might

require : but, should resistance be offered, or

menaces held out, to consider the town as a

fortified post, and the male inhabitants as

soldiers ; the one to be destroyed, the other,

with their cattle and stock, to be captured. \i*\

Both the editor of the *' Sketches of the War**

and of the *• History of the War" confine the

conflagration at French-town, to the two store-

houses and their contents ; and so does a writer

in a respectable American periodical publication,

of very recent date, subjoining to his account

of the burning of the warehouses,—^ " but no

private dwellings, as has erroneously been

stated."* Yet is the editor o£ the " History of

the United States" so totally disregardful of

truth, as to accuse the British of having plun-

dered and destroyed the whole villau^et iVIr.

Thomson finds it convenient to describe the

contents of the store-houses as goods belonging

to merchants of Baltimorie and Philadelphia,'

and to be totally lent about any military

stores; but general Wilkinson expressly says:

—** By the defective arrangements of the

war-department, he (rear-admiral Cockburn)

* North American Roiew, Vol. V. p. 158.

+ Hut. of the United States, Vol. HI. p. 283.

i> 2



ti'i

\

36 MILITARY OCCURllRNCES BETWEEN

succeeded in destroying the military equipments

and munitions found there ; of which, I appre-

hend, the public neyer received any correct

account."*

As the boats, in their way down the Elk,

were rounding Turkey Point, they came in

sight of a large estate, surrounded by cattle.

The rear-admiral landed ; and directing the

bailiff*, or overseer, to pick out as many cxen,

sheep, and other stock, as were deemed sufficient

for the present use of the squadron, paid for

them to the full amount of what the bailiff*

alleged was the market price. Not the slightest

injury was done; or, doubtless, one of our

industrious historians would have recorded the

fact.

Having learnt that cattle and provisions, in

considerable quantity, were at Specucie Island,

the rear-admiral, with the brigs and tenders,

proceeded to that place. In his way thither it

became necessary to pass in sight of Havre de

Grace, a village of about 60 houses, situate on

the west-side of the Susquehanna, a short

distance above the confluence of that river with

the Chesa|)eake. Although the British were

a long way out of gun-shot, the Americans at

Havre de Grace must needs tire at them from a

six-gun battery, and display to their view, as

a further mark of defiance, a larjje Americuii

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 732.
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This determined the rear-admiral to

make that battery and town the next object of

attack. In the meanwhile, he anchored his

squadron off Specucie Island. Here a part of

the boats landed, and obtained cattle upon the

same terms as before. A complaint having been

made, that some of the subordinate officers had

destroyed a number of turkies, the rear-admiral

paid the value of them out of his own pocket.

The Americans, as they were driving the cattle

to the boats, jeered the men, saying,—" Why
do you come here ? Why don't you go to Havre

de Grace ? There you'll have something to do.''

About this time a deserter gave the people at

Havre de Grace, who had already been in

preparation, notice of the intended attack. ,,

After quitting Specucie Island, the rear-

admiral bent his course towards Havre de Grace;

but the shallowness of the water admitting the

passage of boats only, the 150 marines and the

five artillery men embarked at midnight on the

2d of May, and proceeded up the river.* The
Dolphin and Highflyer tenders attempted to

follow in support of the boats, but shoal water

compelled them to anchor at the distance of

jsix miles from the point of attack. By day-

ight, the boats succeeded in getting opposite

o the battery ; which mounted six guns, 12

and 6-pounders, and opened a smart fire upon

• App. No. 9,
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the Britihli. The marines instantly landed to

the left ; which was a signal to the Americans to

withdraw from their battery. Lieutenant G. A.

M^estphall, ha\ing, in the mean time, stationed

iiis rocket'boat close to the battery, now landed

with his boat's crew, turned the guns upon

the American militia, and drove them to the

extremity of the town.
; : ; ir,;., '.n :

,; The inhabitants still keeping up a fire from

behind the houses, walls, and trees, lieutenant

Westphall, by the admiraUs orders, held out a

flag of truce, and called upon them to desist.

Iiuitead of so doing, these ''unoffending citizens"

fired at the British lieutenant, and actually shot

liim through the very hand that was bearing the

flag of truce. After this, who could wonder if*

the British seamen and marines turned to the

right and left, and demolished every thing in

their way ?—The townspeople themselves had

constructed the battery ; and yet not a house

|

in which an inhabitant remained was injured.

Several of the inhabitants, principally women,

who had fled at first, came again into the town,!

and got back such articles as had been taken,

Some of the women actually pro'seeded to tlie|

bo^s ; and, upon identifying their property,

had it restored to them. Many of thrf

inhabitants who had remained peaceably in
|

their houses, as a proof that they were well ^

informed of the principle upon which Sir Geor;rg.
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Cockburn acted, frequently excl: imed to him:

—'•* Ab, sir, 1 told them \vhat would be the

consequence of their conduct. It is a great pity

so many should suiTer for a head^strong few.

Those who were the most determined to fire

upon you the other day, saying it was impossible

you could take the place, were now the first to

run away." Several of the houses that were not

burnt did, in truth, belong to the chief agents

in those violent measures that caused such

severity on our part ; and the very towns-people

themselves pointed out the houses; Lieutenant

Westphall, with his remaining hand, pursued and

took prisoner an American captain of militia;

and others of the party brought in an ensign

and several privates, including an old Irishman^

named O'Neill. After embarking the six guns

from the battery, and taking or destroying

about 130 stands of small-arms, the British

departed from Havre de Grace. - ,...»; t r i . ;
j
^ .q

One division of boats, headed by the rear-

admiral, then proceeded to the northward, in

search of a cannon-foundry, of which some of

the inhabitants of Havre de Grace had given,

information. This was found, and instantly

destroyed ; together with five long 24-pounders,

stationed in a battery for its protection

;

28 long 32-pounders, ready for sending away ;

and eight long guns, and four carronades, in the

boring-house and foundry. Another division

m
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of boats was sent up the Susquehanna; and

returned, after destroying five vessels and a large

store of flour. ^- . ;

. No event of the war has been more grossly

exaggerated than the proceedings of the British

at Havre de Grace. Happily, so much incon-

sistency and contradiction prevail in the

American accounts, that we shall have no great

difficulty in exposing the authors to the merited

indignation of the disinterested reader. One
editor says :

—** From Frenchtown they (the

British) proceeded down the £Ik, ascended the

river Susqu.hanna, and attacked, plundered,

and burnt the neat and flourishing, but unpro*

tected village of Havre de Grace ; for which

outrage no provocation had been given, nor

could excuse be assigned."* Another says:—
*^ In expectation of an attack from the enemy,

the people of Havre de Grace had made

preparations for the defence of the place ; and

a battery had been erected , of two 6-pounders,

and one nine.^f Six long VI and 6-pounders,

the reader will recollect, were taken by us from

that very battery. The same editor admits,

that a fire was kept up from the battery till the

British commenced their debarkation; *' when

all/' says he, ^' except O-Neill, an old citizen

of Havre de Grace, abandoned their posts ; and,
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following the militia, uho had fled with shame-

ful precipitation, left the women and children

of the place to the mercy of the invaders.*'*

A third editor says :—** A small party of militia

were stationed at Havre de Grace*; who, on the

approach of the enemy, made a slight resistance,

and then retreated. An Irishman," (this is more

intelligible than Mr. Thompson's designation,)

named O'Neill, with a courage amounting to

rashness, and an enthusiasm no« confined by

cold loyalty, oppo:^ed his single arm to the

British host, and was taken prisoner and carried

on board tlie fleet, but afterwards released."t

Another American account says:^*-** The
inhabitants of Havre de Grace had, for three

weeks previous to this period, been making

preparations for defence ; and several companies

of militia were called in to their aid."— ** The

militia, amounting to about 250, were kept to

their arms all night
;
patroles were stationed in

every place where they could possibly be of any

service ; the volunteers at the battery were at

their guns, and a general determination seemed

to prevail of giving the enemy a warm recep-

tion."J What, then, becomes of doctor

Smith's assertion, that Havre de Grace was

"unprotected;" or that *' no excuse could be

* Sketches of the War, p. 209. •

f Hist, of the War, p. 170. ; \'^ .

"

J North Americau ReTiew, Vol. V. p. 160.
'

'iITOtMHWBIwv
v^h|^kV
iriiiBi^H^HBCH^R

HMp
p9
^9m



4tt MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

i" t-

<"-
i

assigned" for attacking it ?— Perhaps this

gentleman grounded his statement upon

Mr. Munro's official communication to sir

Alexander Cochrane ; wherein, as a matter of

state-convenience, and in the very teeth of the

British official account, announcing the capture

of six pieces of cannon, and 130 stands of arms,

the Ajnerican secretary chose to describe the

inhabitants of Havre de Grace as *' unarmed."

In the same spirit of rancor, doctor Smith

declares, that ** the whole of this little town,

house after house, was consigned to the flames."*

Mr. Thomson is not explicit upon this point

;

but Mr. O'Connor expressly says:— ** Twenty-

four of the best houses in the town were

burned ;"j* and the Boston reviewer says :—*' It

has been said, in a respectable history of the

tinies," (can this mean doctor Smith's work?)

*', that one house only escaped the flames ; but

this is a mistake* Havre de Grace consisted of

about 60 houses, and of these not mor^ than 40

were burnt."^ As, according to the same

account, several of the houses were, when the

British landed, '* already in flames," from the

'* tremendous discharge of balls, rockets, and

shells," we may consider Mr. O'Connor's estimate

as alluding exclusively to those destroyed by the

British while on shore. It is not a little extra-

::

i

I

Hist, of the United States, Vol. III. p. 283.

+ Hist, of the War, p. 1 70. % N. Amcr. Rot. Vol. V. p. 100.
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ordinary, that the same writer who dwells so

upon; the state of " preparation" in which the

inhabitants were, should say: *' It is not eas}'^

to assign any causo, other than the caprice of

it^: projector, for this violent attack on a defence-

less and unoffending village. No reasons of a

public nature could have induced it. No public

property was deposited there, nor were any of

its inhabitants engaged in aiding the prosecution

of the war."* -iofri^. -i^i >"

>f J Although it would be idle to question the

zeal and industry of any one of our three histo-

rians, Mr. Thomson alone has declared that the

British '' cut open the bedding of the citizens

to augment the flames ; destroyed the public

stages ; maimed the horses ; cut to pieces the

private baggage of the passengers ; tore the

cloathing of some of the inhabitants from their

backs; and left to others those only which they

wore; in short, robbing private travellers on the

highway of their ilibney and apparel." Mr.
Thomson next affirms that, " when several

ladies of the first distinction'^ had taken refuge

" in a spacious and elegant private mansion,"

a British officer " was entreated to suffer this

house, at least, to escape the general conflagra-

tion ; but, as he was obeying the orders of

admiral Cockl^urn, tlie most he could do was to

suspend his purpose, until those unprotected

* North American ReTiew, Vol. V. p. 162.
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women cnttld prevail upon the admiral to coun-

termand them.*'* That the latter part of this

statement is utterly false, appears by the testi-

mony of one of the sufferers ; one who dates his

letter from the spot ; who complains that the

destruction of Havre de Grace has *'' ruined"

him ; and who, therefore, must write with

highly irritated feelings against the British. He
says :

"" The inhabitants fled at the approach

of the sailors, and the women took shelter in

the house of Mr. Mark Pringle ; which a party

was proceeding to destroy, when Mr. Pringle,

with a flag, met them, and they vert^ readily

desisted.^'t ?>: :?;'>;? «. qu i;rv U'-AiVL^l

One would suppose that the destruction, by

nn enemy, of 45 pieces of cannon, chiefly long

(32 and f24-pounders, would have appeared

of suflicient national importance, to engage the

attention of such as profess to detail the events

of a war. But it was necessary to cast every

possible odium upon the British, and therefore

highly impolitic to admit that they performed a

single act of legitimate warfare. Mr. Thomson
is the only editor who deplores the loss "• of 50

pieces of elegant cannon;" but he makes

amends for his unguarded acknowledgment, by

declaring9 that the furnace which was battered

down, was " private property,", and that the

t PUkdelphia Gasette, May 4, 1813.
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"4

British, ** as the last act of atrocity with which

this expedition was destined to be marked, tore

up a small bridge, constructed over a deep,

though narrow creek, and over which tvayellers

of everj description were obliged to pass, or

venture through a wider channel, at the immi-

nent hazard of their lives."* So that a small

party, on shore in an enemy's country, and ex-

pecting to be attacked by an enraged popula-

tion, collecting from all points, are to leave

standing a bridge, by which alone, probably,

their position can be assailed; because, forsooth,

the destruction of that bridge would compel the

inhabitants to ^* venture through a wider chan-

nel, at the imminent hazard of their lives."

This is such a refinement in warfare, as we did

not expect to hear broached by an American.

Doctor Smith and Mr. O'Connor, although they

have added to the list of enormities committed

by the British, that of burning *' Mr. Hughes's

foundery," have rejected the story of the bridge,

as too ridiculous even for them to publish.

Mr. O'Connor, with a fellow-feeling, perhaps,

extols highly the courage and enthusiasm of his

friend O'Neill. This contemptible old wretch,

when taken on board the rear-admiral's ship,

cried bitterly ; exclaiming every now and then,

"God bless kingGeorge—I detest the Americans,

—will do all I can to save the British," &c. &«,

•If » , * Sketches of the War, p. 211. "' • *

'
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Next day his daughter, an interesting young

woman, came on board, and begged hard tor hi»

discharge ; urging that he had a large family

dependant on him for support. Her tears pre-

vailed, and she carried her father on shore. In

a week or ten days afterwards, rear-admiral

Cockburn hud occasion to go on board the San

Domingo, when, to his great surprise, admiral

Warren showed him a letter he liad just received

from the American secretary of state, declaring,

if a hair of O'lVeil's head was hurt, what his

government would do, kc. This ludicrous

application was replied to in a proper manner,

and the affair ended.

On the night of the 5th of May, the same

party of British marines and artillery-men again

embarked in the boats, and proceeded up the

river Sassafras, separating the counties of Kent
and Cecil, towards the villages of George-town

and Frederick-town, situate on opposite sides

of the river, nearly facing each other. Having
intercepted a small boat with two of the inha-

bitants, rear-admiral Cockburn halted the de-

tachment, about two miles from the town ; and
then sent forward the two Americans in their

boat, to warn their countrymen against acting

in the same rash manner as the people of Havre
de Grace had done ; assuring them that, if they

did, their towns would inevitably meet with a
similar fate

; but that, on the contrary, if they

did not a
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If they

did not attempt resistance, no injury should be

done to them or their towns; that vessels and

public property only, would be seized ; that

the strictest discipline would be maintained;

and that whatever provision or other property

of individuals the rear-admiral might require

ibr the use of the squadron, would be instantly

paid for in its fullest value.* The two Ameri*

cans agreed in the propriety of this ; said there

was no battery at either of the towns ; that they

would willingly deliver the message, and had

no doubt the inhabitants would be peaceably

UlSpOSeCl* >.,- ij 1*. ".i:\ij ,%:{f ,k villi

After waiting a considerable time, the rear-

admiral advanced higher up; and, when within

about a mile from the towns, and between two

projecting points of land which compelled the

boats to proceed in close order, a heavy fire

was opened upon them from one field-piece,

and, as conjectured, 3 or 400 militia, divided and
entrenched on the opposite sides of the river.

The fire was promptly returned, and the rear-

admiral pushed on shore with the marines;

but, the instant the American militia observed

them fix their bayonets, they fled to the woods,

and were neither seen nor heard of afterwards.

All the houses, excepting those whose owners had

continued peaceably in them, and taken no part

in the attack, were forthwith destroyed; as were

* App. No. 10.
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four vessels lying in the river, together with

some stores of sugar, of lumber, of leather^ and

other merchandize. On this occasion, five of

the British were wounded. One of the Ameri-

cans who entreated to have his property saved,

wore military gaiters ; and had, no doubt, as-

sisted at the firing upon the British. Agreeably

to his request, however, his property was left

untouched.

Mr. Thomson says :
'^ The invaders were gal-

lantly ressisted more than half an hour, when

they effected a landing ; and, marching towards

the town, compelled the militia to retire. Co-

lonel Veazy effected his retreat in excellent

order."* To prove that this was a gallant

affair, Mr. Thomson has made the American

force <^ about 80 militia, and one small cannon/'

and the British force *M8 barges, each carrying

one great gun, and manned altogether by (iOO

men."* Mr. O'Connor contents himself with

accusing us of burning the unprotected villages

of Frederick and George-town.

On his way down the river, the rear-admiral

visited a town situated on a branch of it. Here

a part of the inhabitants actually pulled off to

him ; and, requesting to shake hands, declared

he should experience no opposition whatever.

The rear-admiral accordingly landed, with the

officers, and, chiefly out of respect to his rank, a

» Sketches of the War, p. 212.
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sitiall personal guard. Among those that came

to greet him, on his landing, were observed two

inhabitants of George-town. These men, as

well as an inhabitant of the place who had been

to George-town to sec what was going oiif

had succeeded in persuading the people to adopt*

as their best security, a peaceable deitieanor.

Having ascertained that there were uq public

property nor warlike stores, and obtained, upon

payment of the full value, such articles as were

wanted, the rear-admiral and his party re-em-

barked. Soon afterwards, a deputation was sent

from Charlestown, on the north-east river, to

assure the rear-admiral, that the place was con^

sidered as at his mercy ; and, similar assurances

coming from other places in the upper part of

the Chesapeake, the rear-admiral and his light

squadron retired from that quarter. !"»•; t.»Hr"'>

None of the American historians notice the

lenient conduct observed towards the inhabit

tants of the two last-mentioned towns ; unless

we are to consider Mr. Thomson as glancing at

the subject, when he complains of *^ the

treachery of some citizens of the republic."

These editors find relief for their rancorous spirit

either way. If the inhabitants preserve their

towns by not opposing us, they are " traitors,

tories, or British agents :" if they make resist-

ance; and their towns, sharing the fate of other

VOL. II. s

mm

Vfv,
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stormed places, are burnt, we arc *^ vile inceU'

diaries, unprincipled marauders.''

Much is said by American editors, about

robbing the inhabitants of their cattle and live

stock ; but the truth is, the farmers themselves

considered the British squadron in the Chesa-

peake as their best market. Not contented)

however, with getting the highest prices for

their stock, small as well as large ; their eggs,

batter, milk, cheese, garden-stuff, &c. they fre-

quently practised upon their liberal purchasers

the grossest impositions, u . : ..:

One writer, doctor Smith, alluding to the

proceedings in the Chesapeake, expresses him-

self thus :
** History blushes to recapitulate the

depredations and conflagrations which were

here perpetrated. The pen of the historian

cannot record one solitary exploit of honorable

warfare, worthy the arms of an heroic nation.

The outrages of their sailors and marines

were to the last degree shocking and indefen-

sible. They committed indiscriminate havoc upon

every species of private property along the shores

of the bay, and on the margin of its inlets.^'*

This is the very language that was used

by the " National Intelligencer," ** National

Advocate,"' ** Democratic Press," and other

American newspapers, ** known to be friendly

* History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 282.
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to the war/' for the double purpose of preju-

dicing the British character in the eyes of

the other nations of Europe, and of filling

the ranks of the American army from among,

the western, or Kentucky patriots. Ame-

rican citizens of the first consequence, in Bal-

timore, Annapolis^ and Washington, when they

have gone on board the British Chesapeake

squadron, as they frequently did, with flags, to

obtain passports, or ask other favors, and these

inflammatory paragraphs were shown to them^

never failed to declare, with apparent shame,

that they had been penned without the slightest

regard to truth, but merely to instigate their

ferocious countrymen in the western states

to rally round the American standard. Yet

does the sober historian of the United States not

*' blush'' to record as truth these party-serving

lies. Such statements soil the historic page;

and, by their influence on the passions, may
tend, at some future day, to rekindle the flumes

of %var between the two nations.

Fortunately, we have American testimony to

aid us in repelling the principal charge advanced

against the British by this nest of calumniators,

*' They (the British) were always," says the

writer in the Review, " desirous of making a

fair purchase, and of paying the full value of

w hat they received ; and, it is no more than

i: 2

11 -it

tl
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justice to the enemy to state that, in some

instances, money was left behind, in a conspi-

cuous place, to the full amount of what had beeu

taken away/'* '
*

' ' ^ '

We in England may find it difficult to consi-

der, as soldiers, men neither embodied nor drest

in regimentals. That circumstance has not es-

caped the keen discernment of the Americar*

government : hence we are so often charged, in

proclamations and other state-papers, with

attacking the *' inoffensive citizens of the repub-

lic." The fact is, every man in the United States,

under 45 years of age, is a militia-man ; and,

during the war, attended in his turn, to be

drilled, or " trained," He had always in his pos-

session either a musket or a rifled-barrel piece

;

knew its use from his infancy ; and with it,

therefore, could do as much execution in a

smock frock or plain coat, as if he wore the most

splendid uniform. These soldiers in citizens'

dresses were the men whom rear-admiral Cock-

burn so frequently attacked and routed ; and

who, when they had really acted up to the

character of *' non-combatants,'' were invariably

spared, both in their persons and properties.

The rear-admiral wished them, for their own

sakes only, to remain neutral; but general

Hull, in his famous proclamation, prepared

' ' ' Nofth American Rctiew, Vol. V. p. 168.
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with so much care at Washington, invited the

Canadian people to become open traitors to their

country ; and visited upon them that refused,

all " the horrors and calamities of war."* ?si

On the 12tli ofJune the boats of the Narcissus

42, containing about 40 men, under the com-

mand of lieutenant Cririe, firsi: ot that ship, and

of lieutenant P. Savage, of the marines, were

despatched up York river, in the Chesapeake,

to cut out the United States' schooner Surveyor,

mounting six 12-pound carronades. Captain S.

Travis, her commander, had furnished each of

his men with two muskets. They held their

fire until the British were within pistol-shot

;

but the latter pushed on, and finally carried the

vessel by boarding, with the loss of three men
killed, and six wounded. Captain Travis had

five men wounded. His crew amounted to 16 ;f

and so gallant was their conduct, as well as

that of their commander, in the opinion of

lieutenant Cririe, that that o£Kcer returned

captain Travers his sword, accompanied by a

letter, not less complimentary to him than

creditable to the writer.^ Mr. Thomson has

added, '' a tender" to the boats of the frigate;

and declares that the force of the British was
" nine times superior"§ to that on board the

Surveyor. Lieutenant Cririe 's letter would

• Vol. I. App. No. 4. + American Nav. Mon. p. 219

% App. No. 10,
'

§ Sketches of the War, p. 313.
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have set this matter right, and conferred an

honor upon the British commanding officer:

either of which reasons would suffice to prevent

its appearance in the pages of the ** Sketches of

the War." None of the other historians have

noticed the action.
'

'
' •

^ij;-' .v

Admiral M arren, who had left the Chesapeake

for Bermuda, returned to his command early

in June ; bringing with him, according to

newspaper-account, a detachment of battalion

marines, 1800 strong ; 300 of the 10-2d regiment

;

250 of the Independent Foreigners, or Canadian

chasseurs; and 300 of the royal marine-artillery :

total 2650 men. '
' '-^

'

On the 18th of June II. M.S. Junon, of 46

guns, anchored in Hampton roads; and captain

Sanders despatched his boats to capture or

destroy any vessels that might be found at the

entrance of James's river. Commodore John

Cassin, the navul commanding-officer at Norfolk,

observing this, directed the 15 gun-boats at that

station to be manned with an additional num-
ber of seamen and marines from the Constella-

tion frigate, then moored at the navy-yard, also

with 50 infantry from Craney Island ; and, under

the command of captain Tarbin, to attempt the

capture or destruction of the Junon. •

It was not till about 4 P.iVl. on the 20th, that

this formidable flotilla, armed with upwards of

30 guns, half of which were long 32 and 24-

*o "severe
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pounders, and manned witli, at least, 500 men,

commenced its attack upon the Junon, then

Ijing becalmed. Captain Sanders warmly

returned their fire with his long eightcens

;

hoping that they would soon venture to approach

within reach of his carronades. This the gun-

boats carefully avoided ; and, between them and

the frigate, a distant cannonade, very slightly

injurious to eitherparty,was maintained forabout

three quarters of an hour. A breeze now sprang

lip; which enabled the Barrosa, of 42, and tl.^

Laurestinus, of 28 guns, lying about five miks

off, to get under weigh, in the hope to have a

share in the amusement. The Junon, ako, was

at this time under sail, using her best efibrts to

give a more serious complexion to the contest ;

but commodore Cassin, who, as he assures us,

was in his boat during the whole of the action,

considering that the (iotilla had done enough to

entitle him to display both his fighting, and his

literary qualifications, in an official letter, very

prudently ordered the 15 gun-boats to make the

best of their way back to Norfolk.

Commodore Cassia's letter* will afford a

richer treat, when it is known, that the Junon,

*o "'severely handled" as to be placed " upon

a deep careen, with a number of boats and

stages round her," received only one or two shots

in her hull, and sustained no other loss than one

, -.. :.. .
* App. No. 12. .^ - ;. ,

mi



M MILITARV OCCVRR£NC£S BETWEEN

i( 1i

man killed. Three uf the gun-boats are slated

to have received damage; one man is alsa

acknowledged to have been killed, and two

men wounded. The Barrosa, a 42-gun frigate,

is under 950, *' a razee'' from 1640 to 1700 tons ;*

yet the American commodore could discover

no difference between those two classes of ships.

Mr. Thomson is the only editor who has recorded

this gun-boat exploit. He declares the Junon

was ^*much shattered;" that "the Americans

had 15 guns, the British, 150 and upwards;"

that ** captain Tarbell's conduct, as well as

that of lieutenants Gardner, Henly, and others,

received the fullest approbation of the sur^

rounding garrisons, and of the citizens of Nor^

fblk."+ •'- ^^''.- ,;.':•: ''v-'T-^t;'' 'y..;f ir^vv;.-

The appearance of the two frigates and sloop

in Hampton roads soon brought to Norfolk and

its vicinity as many as 10000 militia ; and the

works, repent) V constructed there, were all

manned, ready for defending that important

post. At Hampton, also, a militia force had

assembleui , and batteries were erecting, in case

that town should prove the object of attack.

On the 20th of June, 13 sail of British

ships, consisting of three ?4s, a 64 armie en

flute, four frigates, and five sloops, transports,

and tenders, lay at anchor; the nearest vuthin

seven, the furtnest off within thirteen, miles

P James's Nar. Oqcurr. p. 34. Ske;tchcs of the War, p. %14<

11 i' si'
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of Craney Island. An assemblage of boats

at the sterns of several of the • ships, on the

afternoon of that day, gave no very unequivocal

notice to the people on shore, that some expe-

dition was on foot. . Accordingly, ** Craney

Island being rather weakly manned,''* the com-

manding officer at Norfolk sent 150 of the

Constellation's seamen and marines, to a bat>

tery of 18-pounders on the north-west, and

about 480 Virginia militia,*!* exclusive of officers,

to reinforce a detachment of artillery, stationed

with two t24 and four 6-pounders on the west,

side of the island. Captain Tarbell's 15 gun-

boats were also moored in the best position for

contributing to the defence of the post. <ul v/J

( After two days' parade of boats and bustle

among the British ships, a division of 17 or 18

boats, at day -light on the morning of the 22d,

departed with about 800 men, under major-

general Beckwith, round the point of Nan-

semond river, and landed them at a place

called Pig's point, near to the narrow inlet

separating th« main from Craney Island. Owing
to some error in the arrangements, unexpected

obstacles presented themselves. An attack from

that quarter being therefore considered hopeless,

and the position itself not tenable, the troops,

in the course of the day, re-embarked, and
returned to the squadron. • . » >,.,..

* App. No. 1%. t Sketches of the War, p. 513,

^^,
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A second division of boats, 15 in number,

containing a detachment of 500 men, from the

102d regiment, Canadian chasseurs, and batta-

lion-marines, and aibout 200 seamen, the whole

under the command of captain Pechel), of the

St. Domingo, arrived, at aboatll o'clock in the

forenoon, off* the north-west 6ide of the island,

directly in front of the battery manned by the

Constellation's men. Great diflference of opinion

prevailed among the officers engaged in the

expedition, about the propriety of making the

attack at that time of tide, it being then the ebb.

Captains Uanchett, JVIaude, and Romilly of th^

engineers, were decidedly against it ; captain

Pechell was for it ; and he, being the senior

officer, of course carried his point. Captain

Hanchett then volunteered to lead the boats to

the attack ; which he was permitted to do. t-^-'^

Captain llanchett's boat was the Diadem's

launch, carrying a 2-1-pound carronade, the

only boat so armed in the division. He had

taken his station about 60 yards a-head of the

other boat?v ; and was pulling, under a very

heavy and long-continued fire from the batteries,

direct I V in front of them, when his boat unfor-

tunately took the ground, at -the distance of

about 100 yards from tlie muzzles of the enemy's

guns. Captain Hanchett, \*lio bad been pre-

yiously standing up in his boat, animating his

men to hasten forward, now wntpped round his
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^lody a union jack,and prepared to wade on shore

to storm the American battery. At that instant

one of the seamen, having plunged his boat-

hook over the side, found three or four feet of

hVimy mud at the bottom. A check thus efTec-

tually given to a daring enterprise, in which all

were so ready to join, captain Uanchett waved

his hat for the boats a-stern to keep a-float. In

the hurry of pulling and ardor of the men,

this warning was disregarded ; and one or two

of the beats grounded. I'wo others, owing to

their having received some shot that had passed

through the sails of the Diadem's launch, sank.

In the meanwhile, the Americans at the battery,

well aware of the shoal, had anticipated what

happened; and, feeling their own securitjs

poured in their grape and canister with destruc-

tive effect. A 6-pound shot, which hud passed

tiu'ough a ] Mjnch on the starboard .side of

captain llancheit's boat, and killed and wounded
several men, struck that officer on the hip, and

he instantly fell ; but was quickly on his legs

again. While he was assisting to save the

men that were struggling in the water, in

consequence of their boat having been sunk, a

langridge shot entered his left thigh. This gal-

lant ofiicer stood as long as he could, and

then fainted. A little water, however, restored

him; and, after seeing the boats withdrawn

from the fire, captain Hanchett went to the rear

and reported himself to captain Pechell : that

I

SIR? *I a

t-^mB n^sl
^f";*^: 9^^^|B P^^Kv^K^^

^BB#
^HB Kff
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done, the Hounded captain ordered himself to

be shifted into a lighter boat, which conveyed

him to his own ship, the Diac^.em, then Ijing at

anchor twelve miles off.

While the men from the sunken boats, and

who consisted chiefly of the Canadian chasseurs,

or Independent Foreigners, were struggling for

their lives in the water and mud, the ( onstcUa-

tion*s marines, and the American infantry,

waded a short distance into the water, and

deliberately fired at them. ^Vhen informed of

the circumstance, the American authorities, very

naturally, declared it untrue : as had been fre-

quently done before, too, **• an investigation was

ordered;" and which, of course, ^' resulted in

a complete refutation of the allegations."^ But,

the fact having passed in full view, not only of

the oflicers and men in the other boats, but of

sir T. Sidney Beckwith and his party, from

their position on the main-land, any attempts at

denial could only add to the enormity of the

O0enCe. "f; "!'-'**;'"
:

'? t'.t :^;'' '-''

Huddled together, as the boats were,vvhen they

struck the ground ; and that within canister-

range of a battery, which kept upon them an

incessant tire of more than two hours duration,

it required no very expert artilleriNts to sink

three of the boats, and to kiil three iiieii and

wound sixteen ; especially when aided, bv the

muskets of those humane individual \\ ho waded

: History of the United States, Vol. 111. p. 285.
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into the water to fire at the drowning crews.

Including 10 seamen, 62 are reported as

missing.* Of these, it appears, 40 gained the

shore, and ** deserted'' to the Americans. As

more than that number of missing appear to

have belonged to the two foreign companies, this

creates no surprise ; especially as the only alter-

native left to the men was to become prisoners

of war. Admitting the American statement.to

be correct, 22 must have perished in the water

;

the majority of whom, owing to the proximity

of the sinking boats to the Diadem's launch,

and the strenuous exertions of captain Hanchett

and his men to save the drowning crews, must

have dropped beneath the merciless bullets

of the American troops. The whole loss on

our side, which, as we have seen, amounted to

81, has been magnified by the American editors,

to 200 ; and they add, with a degree of

exultation, rendered ridiculous by the powerless

condition to which accident had reduced the

invading party, that '* on the side of the

invaded, not a man was either killed or

wounded.*' ' i> j:»?*f^{i^'#M •irt*-'^ n " u> tKiH-i^^ao >

: One American editor makes the British force

that arrived in front of the island-battery

about 4000 men,'' many of whom were

French,f and those that landed on the main

upwards of 800 soldiers ;" yet, in the very

* A pp. No. l.'J. + Sketches of the War, p» 1X5.
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next page, he declares that ** 3000 Briti&h

Moldiera, sailors, and marines, were opposed to

480 Virginia militia, and 1.50 sailors and

marines."* I1ie batteries were notliing in the

account, although IVlr. Thomson had juht done

telling us what destruction they had caused.

Another editor, Mr. O'Connor, declares that

*' 1500 men attempted to land in front of the

island ;'j' and that the force that landed on the

main was *' reported, by deserters and others,

to exceed t3000 men.":^ The postcript to com-

modore Cnssin's letter states, that ** the number

of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly

dOOO;'':^ implying, of course, that those not

engaged were excluded from the estimate.

Another writer, whose zeal it would be criminal

to question, says:— *^ An attempt was made

against Craney Island, by a force exceeding

1200 men ; who were repulsed with disgrace by

700 raw troops, sailors and marines, witliout

the loss of a man."|{ We have, in addition to

Mr. Thomson's, general Wilkinson's high autlio-

rity for stating, that a part of the invading force

consisted of '* a corps designated * chasseurs Bri'

tanniqueSf composed of foreign renegadoes under

British officers."
II

^< i^.i!! «<i f»Y^f -.^ +1-^^-

It is surprising with what facility the American

* Sketches of the War, p. 216. ' + App. No. 12.

+ Hist, of the War, p. 171. '
• ,

II
Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 733.

fi
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hUtorian can, by his powers of distortion, con*

vert every event he records to the national

advantage. The check which the expedition

experienced, when the Diadem's launch and

two or three of the foremost boats struck the

ground, is represented :is " a momentary pause''

caused by the ^' gallin<; (ire from the battery ;"*

and to prove, decidedly, the existence of no

other obstacle to the landing of the British, than

^^ this gi^llant resistance by the naval division

on the island," Mr. Thomson follows up his

" mom*^ntary pause'' with,—** Every attempt to

approach the shore having heretofore failed, the

enemy determined on returning to his shipping

with as little delay as possible."* Not one of

the other historians mentions a word about the

British boats having grounded : all was effected

by the ** invincible American seamen and

marines." We have seen alreadv, and shall see

again, as we proceed, that the American editors,

ill their histories, and the American commanders,

in their official letters, can, when tlie occasion

serves, magnify a difficulty, be it ever so slight,

into one which no bravery can surmount. '^^

'

The policy of attacking Craney Island, as a

means of getting at Norfolk,* has been much
questioned ; but there can be only one opinion,

surely, about the wisdom of sending boats, in

broad day-light, to feel their way to the sliore,

..* Sketches of the War, p. 215. - *j + App. No. 14. '
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over shoals and mud-banks ; and that in the

very teeth of a formidable battery. Unlike

most other nations, the Americans in particular,

the British when engaged in expeditions of this

nature, always rest their hopes of success upon

valor rather than numbers. But still, had the

veil of darkness been allowed to screen the

boats from view, and an hour of the night

chosen, when the tide had covered the shoals

with deep water, the same little party might

have carried the batteries ; and a defeat, as

disgraceful to those that caused, as honorable

to those that suffered in it, been converted into

a victory. As it was, the affair of Craney Island,

drei^sed up to advantage in the American official

account, and praperly commented upon by the

government-editors, was hailed throughout the

union as a glorious triumph, fit for Ameri-

cans to achieve, ^urw i. ^ >. ,- -u-m ,> ;/
'

.^ . ;ii.';.

. On the night of the 25th of June, the effective

men of the 102d regiment, Canadian chasseurs,

and battalion-marines ; also, three companies

of ship's marines^ the whole amounting to about

2000 men, commanded by major-general Beck-

with, embarked in a division of boats, placed

under the orders of rear-admiral Cockburn,

and covered by the Mohawk sloop, and the

punches of the sqiuidroi.. About half an

hour before day-light on the 26th, the ad-

vance, consisting of about 650 men, along

s

;<£
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with two 6-pounders, under lieutenant-colonel

Napier, landed two miles to the westward

of Hampton > a town about 18 miles from

Norfolk, and separated from it by Hampton-

roads. Shortly afterwards, the main body,

consisting of the royal marine-battalions under

lieutenant-eolonel Williams, landed ; and the

whole moved forward. • • ^ ^" »..-v.*

A full detail of the little skirmishes that

ensued with, certainly, a very inferior body of

militia, will be found in Admiral Warren's and

sir Sydney Beckwith's despatches.* As might

be expected, the town, and its seven pieces of

cannon, fell into our hands, after a trifling loss

of five killed, 33 wounded, and 10 missing ;*

or, according to Mr. Thomson, of " 90 killed

and 120 wourided.''*!* The Americans admit a

loss of seven killed, 12 wounded, 11 missing,

and one prisoner ; total 31.

t

Our force, on this occasion, has been, by the

American editors, more fairly stated than

usual; but they have contrived to make it

up, by proportionably diminishing their own.

Mr. Thomson tells us that, early in June, from
*^ the suspicious movements and menacing atti-

tudes" of the British squadron lying in liamp-

ton-roads, *' the citizens of all the surrounding

towns became apprehensive of an attack ;*' that

VOL. 11.

App. Nos. 14 and 16,

+ Sketches of the War, p. ^40.

' *••
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** at Norfolk the militia force very soon cort^-

sisted of lUOOO men ;" but that *' at Hampton,

a force of not more than 450 had yet been

organized." After the British squadron had

practised, during three weeks, '' suspicious

movements and menacing attitudes,'^ in the

very front of Hampton, within 18 miles of which,
'^ 10000 men'^ had already been collected,

Mr. Thomson gravely enumerates the force that

resisted the British, when they attacked and

carried the town of Hampton, at '' 438 men ;

**

a smaller number even, than, at the very com-

mencement of these *' suspicious movements and

menacing attitudes," he admits, had then been

organist. Ujion the whole, therefore, we shall

incur no risk of over-rating the American force

at Hampton, by fixing it at 1000 men.

A subject next presents itselffor investigation,

upon which it is painful to proceed. As soon

as the Americans were defeated, and driven

fr«m Hampton, the British troops, or rather,

" the foreign renegadoes,'* (for they were the

principals), forming part of the advanced force,

ccinroenced perpetrating upon the defenceless

inhabitants acts of i-apine and violence, which

unpitying custom has, in some degree, rendered

inseparable from places that have been carried

by storm ; but which are as revolting to human
nature, as they are disgraceful to the flag

* Skclchii* of the War, p. 218.
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that would sanction them. The instant these

circumstances of atrocity reached the ears of the

British commanding officer, orders were given

to search for, and bring in, all the Canadian

chasseurs distributed through the town ; and,

when so brought in, a guard was set over them.

The officers could do no more : thev could not

be at every man's elbow, ^as he roamed through

the conntry in search of plunder;—and plunder

the soldier claims as a right, and will have, when

the enemy has compelled him to force his Way
at the point of the bayonet. ' ' *

:
*^^

^ , >,.

No event of the war was so greeted by the

government-editors, as the affair at Hampton.

All the hireling pens in the United States were

put in requisition, till tale followed tale, each

out-doing the last in horror. The language of

the brothel was exhausted, and that of Billings-

gate surpassed, to invent Suffei^ngs for the

American women, and terms of reproach for

their British ravishers. Instances \^ ere not only

magnified, but multiplied, tenfold ; till the

whole republic rang with peals of execration

asainst the British character and nation. A few

of the boldest of the anti-government party

stood up to undeceive the public, but the voice

of reason wis drowned in the general clamour
;

and it became as diuigerous, us it was useless, to

attempt to gain a hearing. The *' George-town

I'ederal Republican,*' of July 7> a newspaper

I

• '

'» !?'
1
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ilir

published just at the verge of Washington-city,

and whose editor has the happy priviledge of

remaining untainted amidst a corruptied atmo*

sphere, contains the following account :-"-" The

statement of the women of Hampton being

violated by the British, turns out to be false.

A correspondence upon that subject and the

pillage said to have been committed there, has

taken place between general Taylor and admiral

Warren. Some plunder appears to have been

committed, but it was contined to the French

troops employed. Admiral Warren complains,

on his part, of the Americans, having continued

to fire upon the struggling crews cf the barges,

after they were sunk."*

It will be scarcely necessary to mention, that,

so far from the above statement, or any thing

at all resembling it, appearing in the American

histories from which we occasii)nal]y extract,

—

the most violent paragraphs out of the most

violent journals, have alone that high honor

assigned to them. One author, the reverend

doctor Smith, has, unfortunately,—heedless how

he prostituted his superio*' talents,—dressed up

these calumnies in far more elegant language

than either of his contemporaries. i .,-*

Almost immediately after tlie aflfuir at Hamp-

ton, captain Smith, who commanded the twu

companies of Canadian chasseurs, waited upon
* Seep. 60.
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tlie commander-in-chief, and informed him that,

having remonstrated with his men for their

behaviour at Hampton, they, one and all,

declared, that they would show no quarter to

any American whatever, in consequence of their

comrades having been so basely fired at, when

without arms, in the water, before the batteries

at Craney Island. Upon captain Smith's ex-

pressing himself conduced that these foreigners

would act up to their determination, sir John

Warren ordered the two companies away from

the American coast; and, although troops were

subsequently muc;h wanted in that quarter, the

Canadian chasseurs, or Independent foreigners,

were never again employed in the British

service. ' ''''"
• ^ "•

' ''•' ""' " "^ •'*':-

On the 11th ofJuly, sir John Warren detached

rear-admiral Cockburn, with the Sceptre 74,

(into which ship he had now shifted his flag,)

the Romulus, Fox, and Nemesis, all armSe en

fluie, the Conflict gun-brig, and Highflyer and

Cockchafer tenders ; having on board the 103d

regiment, of about 500 rank and file,* and a

small detachment of artillery, to Ocracoke

harbor, situate on the North-Carolina coast ; for

the purpose of putting an end to the commerce

carried on from that port, by means of inland

navigation, and of destroying any vessels that

might be found there. During the night of the

* Afterwards sent to the Canadai.

..
'1

mm
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12th, the squadron arrived off Ocraqokd bar

;

and, at two o'clock on the following morning,

the troops were embarked in their boats; which,

accompanied by the Conflict and tenders, pulled

in three divisions, towards the shore. Owing

)to the great distance and heavy swells the

advanced division, commanded by lieutenant

Westphall, first of the Sceptre, did not reach

the shoal-point of the harbor, behind which two

large armed vessels were seen at anchor, till

considerably after day-light : consequently, the

enemy was fully prepared for resistance. The
instant the boats doubled the point, they were

fired upon by the two vessels; but lieutenant

Westphall, under cover of some rockets, pulled

direcity for them ; and, had just got to the brig's

bovvs, when her crew cut the cables and aban-

doned her, The schooner's colours were hauled

down by the enemy about the same time. 'J'he

latter vessel proved to be the Atlas, letter of

marque, of Philadelphia, mounting 10 guns, and

measuring 240 tons : the former, the Anaconda,

letter of marque, of New York, mounting 18 long

9-pounders, and measuring 387 tons.

In. the course of the morning the troops were

landed, and took possession of Ocracoke and

the town of Portsmouth, without the slightest

opposition. The inhabitants behaved with

civility, and their property was, in consequence,

not molested ; although both Mr. Thompson

* Sketches of (
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and Mr. O'Connor have stated differently. One
says :— ^* About 3000 men were landed at

Portsmouth ; where they destroyed the private

property of the inhabitants, and treated the

place with no more forbearance than they had

shewn at Georgetown and Fredericktown.^'*

Mr. O'Connor makes the attacking party amount

to no more than *' between 7 and 800;" de-

clares that *' the country was pillaged anc( laid

vva^te by the enemy for several miles ;"t ^"^>

having found out that some women died, and

others were taken ill, in the neighboui^hood,

about the time of the attack, supposes thai it

all arose from '* apprehensions of being treated

like the unfortunate females at Hampton.''^

—

After remaining on shore for two days, rear-

admiral Cockburn, with his troops and seamen,

re-embarked ; not, it would appear, because he

had performed the service entrusted to him,

but—on account of his ** not feeling himself

cdmpetent to the attack on Newburn, now that

its citizens were' preparing to receive him."*

No sooner bad the British departed, than the

American militia flocked to the post ; thus

)[)resenting us with a new system of military

defence. iiA^iVt';? H. i^(V\» *\i; i>»: iVjAU.Xi

* Sketches of the War, p. 224. + History of the "War, p. 178.
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St f«v?-itf '>»:j . CHAPTER XIH. »Uwt>?rM^ttt'.

Commencement of the campaign o/*lS14

—

Spirited

capture y hy militia ^ of a superior detachment of

American regulars, on the Thames^ U, C—< Unsuc"

' cessful assault upon an American log-redoubt'-^

Contemplated re-capture of Fort-Niagara, and

attack upon Kingston—Major-general Brown's

mistake— ^is arrival at Buffaloe— General

'

. Wilkinson^s plan of obstructing the Richelieu-^

American incursion into Lower Canada—Assem^

Mage of general Wilkinson*s army at Champlain

—His advance to, and attack upon, La Colle

mill— Intrepid behaviour of the garrison-^

Jtepulse of the ^me}-ic072s, and their departure

. from the province—Atnerican defensive prepara-

tions at Vergennesr—British flotilla on Lake

, u Chatnplain^^Inejfectual attack upon an Ameri-

ca^i battery at Otter Creek—Assault upon, and

capture of FortrOswegoi—Public propertyfound

there—' American incursion into the village of

Dover, at Long Point ; and destruction of all

the dwellingfhQUses and other buildings th^re-^

Remarks on that proceeding,
, .^>ii;t-*>

From the languid climate of the Chesapeake,

we are again suddenly called to the bracing

I'e^iop^ of the Canada?^, against whose towns and

i

?i

I
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inhabitants the United States* troops were still

inarching, with augmented numbers and reno-

vated hopes. General Harrison's victory had

placed the western district of Upper Canada, at

the mercyofevery pettydetachment which major-

general Cass might send from the garrison of

Detroit. Early in December the proceedings of

a foraging party of 44 of general Cass's regulars,

under lieutenant Larwell, reached the ears of

Mr. Henry Medcalf, a young man residing near

Long Point. Althougii the depredators were

traversing the banks of the river Thames, full

1*20 miles otf, and the Canadian militia at this

time disembodied,* lieutenant Medcalf as-

sembled three serjeants and seven rank and file

of his own, the Norfolk militia ; and, on the

16th of the month, commenced his march,

hoping to gain an accession of volunteers on his

route. At Fort-Talbot, distant 65 miles, he was

joined by one lieutenant, one ensign, one Ser-

jeant, and seven rank and file of the Middlesex

militia ; also, by a serjeant and six rank and

file of captain Coleman's provincial dragoons.

Thus reinforced, lieutenant Medcalf advanced

to Chatham, about 50 miles further ; where he

was joined by a lieutenant and eight rank and
file of the Kent militia ; making his total num-
ber, including officers, 37, While at Chatham^

the commanding officer of this little expedition

'

.i'^ii''-'- .' ' i'- * Seep. 5. ,. j • ?. '. . . •»

. 'Kir iu .1 I'
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nsrertained, that the objects of his search were

at a house belonging to one Macrae, situate

on the river-side. Owing to the length and

rapidity of the march, eight of the men were

quite worn out with fatigue. Leaving these,

therefore, as a guard over the dragoon horses,

lieutenant Medcalf hastened to Macrae's, with

the remaining 28 of his party.

On arriving near the house, the door was found

closed, and tlie 45 American regulars had posted

themselves inside ; as if intending to make a

desperate resistance. Serjeant James M 'Queen,

of the 2d Norfolk militia, took a very ready

method of gaining admittance : he burst open

the door with the but-end of his musket. The

29 Canadian milifia-men immediately entered ;

and, after a short scuffle, in which two of the

Americans were killed, and three made their es*

cape, took as prisoners lieutenants Larwell, Fisk,

and Davies, two Serjeants, two corporals and 33

rank and file, of the United States' regular army,

total 40; with their arms in their hands. As

soon as this affair was made known at the head-

quarters of the right division, lieutenant-ge-

neral Drummond promoted lieutenant Mfed-

calf; and otherwise testified his approbation of

the judgment and gallantry which that officer

had so successfully displayed. One of the pri-

vates, Reuben A 1wood, present at the attack,

was still in a weak state of health, owing to a
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severe wound he had received in resisting the

attack upon the Red House, in Novemher, 1813.*

A sailor's boarding-pike was then thrust into his

left eye, and actually passed out at the back of

his ear ! If 50 American regulars, headed by a

captain, succeed in capturing seven or eight

Canadian militia, headed by a corporal, the event

tinds a place in the pages of an American *' his-

tory." Yet we have searched in vain for any

American account of the capture of lieutenant

Larwell, and 39 American regulars, by lieutenant

Medcalf and 2S Canadian militia.

The re-possession of the Niagara frontier had

enabled lieutenant-general Drummond, early

in February, to detach a small force of regulars,

to check the further inroads of the Americans,

xlong the Detroit and Lake-Erie shores. A part

of this force, consisting of the two ilank compa-

nies of the Royal Scots, the light company of

the 89th, and a detachment of rangers and Kent

militia, under captain Caldwell, in all 196 rank

and file,'!' was stationed at Delaware-town, an

Indian village on the banks of the Thames

about 34 miles above the Moravian village.

Late on the night of the 3d of March informa-

tion arrived, that an American foraging party

was at Longwood, about 15 miles along the

Moravian- town road. Accordingly at daylight

\\if next morning, captain Basden, of the 89th,

* Spe Vol. I. p. 111. .
. J + App. No. 16.

i
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I

II

moved forward, with the three flank companieii

and the militia ; also about 50 Indians, under

colonel Elliot, of the Indian department.
^'''^~

''

The American party consisted of a detach-

ment of rangers and mounted infantry, of the

24th and 28th regiments, amounting to 100

rank and 61e, under captain A. II. Holmes, of

the 24th ;* which detachment had been sent

from Detroit, since the 21st of February, by

lieutenant-colonel Butler, who, in the absence

of major-general Cass, was now the command-

ing officer. Captain Holmes, having gained in-

telligence of the approach of the British, fell

back five miles, to the Twenty-mile Creek

;

where there was a wide and deep ravine, bounded

on each side by a lofty height. On the western

height captain Holmes establi&'hed an encamp-

ment, in the form of a hollow square ; covering

it on three sides with a redoubt^ or breastwork,

of felled trees. Here, confiding in the strength

of his position, the American commander

awaited the attack of the British. ' ">^-'-^ '-"

On the morning of the 4th of March, captain

Basden, with his detachment, appeared on the

height facing that on which the enemy was

posted. The snow was, at this time, about 15

inches deep, with a strong crust on the top

;

thus rendering the approach to the enemy's

entrenchment still more difficult. Those pre-

* App. No. 16.
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Ue pre-

sent, who were well acquainted with the country,

offered to lead the troops, by a circuitous route,

to the rear of tlie enemy ; but captirin tiasden

preferred a direct attack, not only as more con-

sonant to his own gallant spirit, but, in order

to shew a good example to the militia, and

make, as he thought, a lasting:: impression upon

the American troops. Captain Husden, having

directed the militia to make a flank movement

to the right, and the Indians to do the same to

the left, dashed, with his regulars, down one

height, across the ravine, and up the other

height, to within about three yards of the log-

entrenchment. Here they were received by a

quick succession ofheavy and destructive volleys

from the sheltered Americans ; and, after several

vain but gallant efforts to carry the work, were

compelled to retire, with the loss of one captain,

one lieutenant, and 12 rank and file, killed; and

one captain, (captain 13a.sden,) one lieutenant,

five seijeants, and 42 rank and file, wounded
;

also, one volunteer wounded and taken prisoner,

and one bugleman missing ; to[a1,65. The loss

of the Americans, as a proof how completely

they were sheltered, amounted to no more than

four killed, and four wounded. The British,

however, were allowed to retire without any

pursuit ; and captain Hplmes soon afterwards

abandoned his position. Colonel Butler, in his

letter, does credit to the gallantry of the British

;

Up; } !
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i

but Mr. Thomson, the only editor who appears

to have noticed the affair, claims, as usual,

the whole for his countrymen.

The Upper Canada peninsula was intended

to be the first point of serious attack, in the

campaign of 1814. The object, as explained in

Mr. Secretary Armstrong's letter, of date tlje

20th of January, was to compel us to abandon

our frontier posts on that line, including Fort-

Niagara; and to prevent our sending detach"

ments westward, against Amherstburg and De-

troit, or against the American shipping at Erie

and Put-in bay.* For this service, 2400 regidars,

militia, and Indians, were to be placed under the

command of colonel Scott. -j* The recapture of

Fort-Niagara, which was the principal object,

was considered to be no difficult task, with

2 AOO men ; because it was known to be *' gar-

risoned with only from 250 to 300 men,'* and

that the British '* kept no guards outside the

fort."J But general Wilkinson, a portion of

whose troops was to assist in making up this

force, desirous to monopolize all the glory of

invading the Canadas, threw obstacles in the

way, and defeated the plan.

7'he Canadian snows were allowed to remain

untrodden by hostile steps, except now and then

a predatory incursion, for one month longer

;

Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 614. \ See p. 236.

r Ibid. •). Gl«.
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when the American secretary at war, under date

of February 21st, says to major-general Brown,

at Sackett's harbor :
—** You will immediately

consult with commodore Chauncey, about the

readiness of the fleet for a descent on Kingston,

the moment the ice leaves the lake. If he deems

it practicable, and you think you have troops

enough to carry it, you will attempt the expe-

dition. In such an event, you will use the

enclosed as a ruse de guerre.'^ The " enclosed"

was as follows:—'* Public sentiment will no

longer tolerate the possession of Fort-Niagara by

the enemy. You will, therefore, move the divi-

sion which you brought from French Mills, and

invest that post. Governor Tompkins will

co-operate with you with 5000 militia; and

colonel Scott, who is to be made a brigadier,

will join you. You will receive your instruc-

tions at Onondaga Hollow."*—Having to wait

two months, at least, ere commodore Chauncey's

fleet could move otj the lake, general Brown was

the more easily led to mistake the fictitious,

for the real, point of attack ; and accordingly

marched, through snow and water, to Onondaga

Hollow ; a village so named, distant about 70

miles from Sackett's harbor. Immediately on

his arrival, a brother-oflicer pointed out to him

his error ; and back to Sackett's harbor waded

the general, and his 2000 men: where we will

« Wilkinson's M«moirs, Vol. I. p. 612.
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leave them to recover from their fatigue ; while

we take a view of operations going on in general

Wilkinson's neighbourhood.

Captaiii Pring's two sloops and gun-boats, or,

as Mr. Thomson prefers calling them, *' the

British fleet destined to operate upon Lake

Champlain/' had been laid up for the winter at

St. John's, situate about 40 miles down the

Richelieu. To prevent this " fleet" from prac-

tising the same annoyance which it had done in

the preceding summer,* general Wilkinson,

who, with his army, was still at Plattsburg,

sent an otficer of engineers, on the 4th of March,

to reconnoitre, with the view of fortifying,

Rouse's point, on the Richelieu, distant about

26 miles from St. John's ; and close to which

point is the ship-channel into the lake. Some

delay occurred in commencing upon, and the

early breaking up of the ict defeated altogether,

this most eligible phm. < ,. - v.

The uncommon forwardness of the season

kept no pace with general Wilkinson's warlike

spirit. He longed to be at the Canadians ; if

only to punish them for treating him so scurvily,

on his wav down the St. Lawrence. Thus bent

on revenge, the general, on the 19th of March,

advanced, with his army, from Plattsburg to

Chazee, on the road to Champlain, a village,

distant about three miles from the boundary-line

;

* See Vol. L p. 242.
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and then detached brigadier-general Macomb»

with a corps of riflemen, and a brigade of in-

fantry, in sleighs, across the ice, to Isle la Motte;

and thence to Swan ton, Vermont, near to Mis-

sisqui bay, on Lake Champlain. On the 22d

this corps crossed the line of separation between

the United States and Lower Canada, and took

possession of Phillipsburg, a village of 60 or 70

houses, situate on the edge of the bay, about

one mile within the lines. On the next day some

cannon followed the detachment ; but, on the

26th, to the greatjoy ofthe suffering inhabitants,

the American troops,with their artillery, suddenly

re-crossed the lake to Champlain ; w hither the

general had since advanced, with the main body

of the army. On the 29th of March, we find

the general at the head of *' 3999," or as, for the

reader's ease, we shall say, 4000, '* cond)atants,

including 100 cavalry, and 304 artillerists, with

1a pieces of artillery."* Against 1800 British

regulars, and 500 militia, which the general

assures a council summoned on the occasion,

are stationed at LaColle mill, distant eight miles

from Champlain, and seven, in an opposite direc-

tion, from Isle aux Noix, it is determined that the

army shall immediately proceed. The prepara-

tory'^ *< general order""]' is very full and explicit.

It is there fixed, that the troops shall " return

victorious ;" nor are they to '* give ground''

* App. No. 17. + Ibid, :s'o. 18.

VOL. II. G
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against ** double the force of the enemy." To
provide, also, against any accidental defection

;

and, by way of operating as an additional sti-

mulus to glory, on the part of the troops, ** a tried

Serjeant will form a supernumerary rank, and

instantly put to death any man who goes back."*

The American army commenced its short

march at IQ o'clock on the morning of the 30th

;

and, while the troops are trudging, ancle-deep

in snow and water, to effect the fourth invasion

of Canada, we will exhibit our account of the

British force in the vicinity of the lines. At

St. John's, distant about 14 miles from Isle aux

Noix, and 21 from the mouth of La Colle river,

were stationed, under the command of lieuten-

ant-colonel Sir William Williams, of the 13th

regiment, six battalion-companies of that regi-

ment, and a battalion ofCanadian militia ; num-

bering, altogether, about 750 rank and file. At
Isle aux Noix, where lieutenant-colonel Richard

Williams, of the royal marines, commanded,

were stationed the chief part of a battalion of

that corps, and the two flank companies of the

13th regiment ; in all about 550 rank and file.

The garrison of La Colle mill, at which major

Handcock, of the 13th regiment commanded,

consisted of about 70 of the marine-corps, one

corporal, and three marine-artillerymen, captain

Blake's company of the 13th regiment, and a

* App. No. 18.
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small detachti^ent of frontier light infantry, under,

captain Ritter ; the whole not exceeding 180 rank

and file. At Whitman's, on the left bank of the

Richelieu, distant about two miles from the mill,

and communicaiing with Isle aux Noix, was the

remaining battalion-company of the 13th. The

grenadier-company of the Canadian fencibles,

under captain Cartwright, and a battalion-com-

pany of voltigeurs, were stationed at Burtonville,

distant two miles up La Colle river, and where

there had been a bridge, by which the direct

road into the province passed. Thus the whole

British force stationed within 22 miles of La

Colle mill, and 30 of general Wilkinson's head-

quarters, amounted, in regulars, to about 1000,

and, in militia, to about 430, rank and file.

Yet the general's detailed estimate, upon which

that presented to the council was founded, places,

at Isle aux Noix and La Colle mill, exclusively,

2550 men, and designates tlie whole, excepting

two companies, as regular troops ; including,

among the " regiments,*' the voltigeurs, 49th,

and De Meuron's,* although not one of these

corps, except a company of the first, was sta-

tioned to the southward of St. John's.

The mill at La CoUe was built of stone, with

walls about 18 inches thick, having a wooden,

or shingled roof, and consisting of two storiej=.

It was in size about 3G feet by 50, and situate on

*• WilkiBSon's Mem. Vol. III. p. 2^6.
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the south bank of La Colle river ; which was

frozen over nearly to its mouth, or junction with

the Richelieu, from which the mill was about

three-quarters of a mile distant. The mill had

been placed in a state of defence, by filling up

the windows with logs, leaving horizontal inter-

vals to fire through. On the north-bank of the

river, a little to the right of the mill, and with

which it communicated by a wooden bridge,

was a small house, not originally intended for,

but, on this occasion, converted into, a block-

house, by being surrounded with a breastwork

of logs. In the rear of this temporary block-

house was a large barn, to which nothing had

been done, and which was not even musket-

proof. The breadth of the cleared ground, to

the southward of the mill, was about 200, and

that to the northward, about 100 yards ; but,

on the flanks^ the woods were much nearer.

There was, at this time, about a foot oi snow on

the ground, and that rapidly dissolving. ^

The American troops, owing to the blunder of

their guide, took the road to Burtonville, and

did not discover their mistake till they had fired

upon, and driven in, a small piquet of captain

Cartwright's. They then counter-marched;

and, after a second mistake of the road, entered

the main road near Odell-town, distant about f

three miles from the mill. This road had been

purposely obstructed by felled trees; wliick,^
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before the army could proceed, the American

axemen were obliged to cut up or remove. In

the course of the march, colonel BisselPs brigade,

consisting of the 14th, 20th, and 23d infantry

regiments, encountered a piquet, composed of a

subaltern and 20 men, sent forward by major

Uandcock. This piquet was reinforced, and

opened a smart fire upon the Americans ; in

which they killed and wounded one officer and

12 men of colonel Bissell's brigade.* The first

intelligence of the enemy's advance reached the

garrison at about half-past 10 in the forenoon

;

but, owing to the delay they had experienced,

the American troops did not arrive before the

mill, till half-past one o'clock in the afternoon.

The general, in a very masterly manner, now
drew up his 4000 Americans, so as completely to

invest this great mill-fortress, garrisoned by 180

British. As it was naturally expected, that the

latter would soon try to effect their escape, 600

men, under colonel Miller, were detached across

the river, to the rear of the mil!, in order to cut

them off. The firing commenced on the part of

the little garrison; and was directed against that

part of the enemy's column, which was stationed

at the verge of the wood in front of the mill.

This continued for about half an hour, when
the Americiui!!^, after breaking the carriage of

an 18, and being compelled to leave . on th«

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 244.
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road a 12-poirtider, succeeded in bringing to

a good positioti, within about 250 yards of

the front of the mill, a 12 and 6^pounder, also

a 5^ inch howitzer. An incessant cannonade

was now kept up from the artillery, and re^

turned by the musketry of the besieged. The

firing from the howitzer, was, however, pre*

sently discontinued, chiefly on account of th^

thickness of the wood.* Soon after the attack

had commenced, a message from major Handcock,

brought to the block-house, from Isle aux Noix,

the two flank companies of the 13th, commanded
by captains Ellard and Holgate, The sudden

rise of water, occasioned by the melting of thfe

snow, had compelled the men to wade nearly

up to their waists in mud and water. Major

Handcock, not being appri7.ed of the whole

amount of the force opposed to him, ordered

these two companies to charge the enemy's guns.

This was instantly done, in the must resolute

manner ; but the overpowering numbers of the

enemy, and the destruction caused by the flank-

ing fire of his infantry and riflemen stationed in

the woods, rendered the efforts of the gallant

fellows unavailing, and they retired across the

river to their block-house. About this time

captain Cartwright's cohipany of the Canadian

fencibles, and the company of voltigeurs, eluded

the enemy, and came down from Burtonvilie,

* WUkinsou's^em. Vol. III. p. 322.
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through the woods bordering on the river. The

grenadiers of the Canadian fencibles were now
joined to the remnant of the two 13th flank-

companies, and a second charge was ordered to

be made upon the guns. Captain EUard, of the

13th, having been severely wounded in the first,

captain Blake volunteered to head the grenadiers

in the second charge. This charge was made and

persisted in, with even more gallantry and reso-

lution than the first. The men advanced within

a very few yards of the guns ; which, in conse-

quence of the vigorous assaults made upon them,

were abandoned by the artillerymen, and only

rescued from capture by the repeated volleys of

the American infantry.

The Americans were, in a manner, astounded

at the valor of their opponents on this occasion.

Lieutenant-colonel M*Pherson, who commanded

the American artillery before the mill, deposed,

at general Wilkinson's court-martial, as follows

:

*' The ground was disputed inch by inch, in

our advance to the mill; and the conduct of the

enemy, that day^, was distinguished by desperate

bravery. As an instance, one company made

a charge on our artillery, and, at the same

instant, received its fire, and that of two bri-

gades of infantry.^'* Lieutenant-colonel Totten,

of the American engineers, present in the same

action, also deposes thus:—*« Judging from the

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. IIL p. 328.
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force of the enemy's charges, it was certainly

prudent that a large force should be in the

neighbourhood of the artillery, and nothing else

saved them."* Brigadier-general Bissell, on

the same occasion, says: ** There were two

desperate sorties made, in which the artillery

was left without a man ; the piece was regained

by the infantry, and the enemy repulsed : men

were supplied from my brigade to work the

gun."t

Any further attempt at the guns would have

been a waste of lives ; and therefore major

Handcock and his men now acted solely on the

defensive. The American artillery still conti-

nued the cannonade. Several shots struck the

mill, and a l*2-pounder passed through the wall

hear the chimney, where it was weakest. One

man of the 13th was killed by a grape -shot, that

entered the aperture between the logs in the

windows. During the action, captain Pring's

sloops, and two or three gun-boats, arrived at

the mouth of the creek ; which was as near as the

ice, had the river been otherwise navigable,

would have permitted them to approach. Yet

general Wilkinson, by way of augmenting the

force he had to contend with, has, in his diagram

of the action, actually placed two gun-boats on

the river La Colle, directly at the back of the

mill ; when he ought to have known that, were

» Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 238. + Ibid. p. 245.
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there no ire at all, the river was not navigable

even for canoes.* Lieutenant-colonel Williams

was quite misinformed, as to any destruction

caused to the enemy by the fire of the gun-boats.t

Not an American officer present in the ac-

tion, who was examined at general Wilkinson's

court-martial, states any thing of the kind. On
the contrary, lieutenant-colonel Totten swears

positively, that ** the enemy fired no artillery,

except from their gun- boats, which opened a

useless fire, 50 or 100 feet above our heads ;'^ J

the natural consequence, not only of th<^ dis-

tance, but of the thick intervening woods.

The spirited and long-continued fire kept up

by the British had exhausted their ammunition;

and two privates, who had been despatched to

Isle aux Moix for a fresh supply, were captured

by an American piquet. A third private, belong-

ing to the marines, succeeded in reaching the

island. By this time the American artillery had

been cannonading the mill, without the slightest

apparent effect, for about two hours and a half;

and now ceased altogether. The cessation of

firing on the part of the besieged oct asioned the

American troops to advance nearer to the mill

;

but no attempt was m?ide to carry even the

block-house. Just at dusk the American troops

* Bouchette's Top. Desc. of Lower Canada, p. 179.

+ Appendix, No. 17.

+ Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. III. p. 235.

IS

«;

ei| i'

Yitf :(

M
:;

m

M <

V4; -:.

r-.Mmmmmi>m*iM'

^,
V.





^
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

ks

A*

A

1.0

llii^

li£|M |25

1^ IZOlU

6"

^

^ .v.>*
%^^̂

#

7 Fhotograidiic

Sciences
Corporation

¥j^

gC^

«\
;\

-«^>^^*/^^^^ A.^
23 WIST MAM STRiiT

WnSTIII,N.Y. 145M
(7I6)«72-4S93

^^'^





00 MI-LITART OCeVRRBNCBfr B^ETWBEBT

retired' from the field ; and retraced their «tept

out of the province,, to the great joy of the inha*

btfants of Odeli-town, whom they had pillaged

nnmercifully. They had been slightly annoyed

at the first of their retreat, by a small party of

Indians. It was natural for pnajor Handcock to

consider this retieat of so numerous a force as

merely a feint, to draw him away from the mill.

He therefore remained at his post during the

night ; in the course of which two 18-pound

carrtmades had been brought up from the gun-

boats, and }K)sted at the block-house ; but, as

there was now no enemy to be seen, they were

not used ..-i-..'!Litii.>4-^/ii4iviti^i---4v--.-'i4..'t':.i- '%>-•.-.,-. j i^»j-''4*>«^

The British loss, in this brilliant afiair, could

not be otherwise than severe. It amounted,

altogether, to 11 rank and file killed ; one cap*

tain, one subaltern, one seijeant, 43 rank and

file, wounded ; and four rank and file missing

;

iexclusive ofone Indian killed,and one wounded,*

in the skirmishing, on the enemy's retreat ; total

64. The American loss before La CoUe mill,

amounted to 13 killed, 128 wounded, and 13

missing :t total 154. Among the wounded were

lieutenant-colonel M'Pherson, lieutenants Lar-

i*abee. Green, and Parker, of the artillery. So

destroctive, indeed, was the fire from the mill

upon the men at the guns, that out of 18 men

* App. No. 18. ^^^ CO' t

f Durdick's H'ut. and Pol. Ragiitar, p. )6«. iwiii #-^
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stationed at the 12-poimdier^ oiily two remained

to work it. •»« «• «*

^^'Tlie reader is, no doiibt, anxious to see bo^

the American editors hare handled a subject

which, undoubtedly, gives the finest scope to

their well-known talents. Mr. Thomson, after

stating that the enemy ** was condehsing aforce

of 2500 men at La Colle mill ;" that genend

Wilkinson determined on attacking, and*' forced

back a part of the enemy'' in his approach to it,

«ays :
** He then resumed his march to La Colle

mill, a large and lofty fortified stone-house,

measuring 00 feet by 40, and, at that time, in

command of major Hancock, and a strong corps

of British regulars,—"* or 180 rank and file.

After having nearly committed himself, bjr

enumerating nine regiments as composing the

American infantry, Mr. Thomson recovers him-

self thus :
** All these regiments were mere ske-

letons consolidated."* Nor does he any where

divulge the actual force of general Wilkinson's

Jkrmy; although, in the published proceedings

of that ofiicer*s trial, lieutenant-colonel Totten

refers to " the statement made to the council of

war,"t for the ** effective force at La Colle." J
Consequently, the whole force present must have

exceeded *^ 8999 combatants.' f I>octor Smith

gives no numbers on either side ; and makes his

^ Skctchd of the War, p. 257.

X Wilkinson's Mom. Vol. III. p. 934.

,• 1

+ App. No. 1.
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account as brief, as if he were writing a ohrOf

nological table instead of a *' History." Mr.

O'Connor it is, to whom general Wilkinson

owes such obligations. We must give his account

nearly at length : • *^yr® , fm^KU'r^i**?" iw
».' *' The issue of this expedition," says Mr.

O'Connor, *^ was unfortunate, although in its

progress, it did honor to the A mericans engaged.

The enemy claimed a victory, only because he

was not vanquished ; and pretended to gather

laurels, while circumstances concurred to render

it nearly impossible to attack or drive him from

his cowardly strong holds. Geneitil Wilkinson,

at the head of his division, marched from Cham*

plain, with the intention of reducing the enemy's

fortress at the river La Colle. About 11 o'clock

he fell in with the enemy at Odell-town, three

miles from La Colle, and six* from St. John's.

An attack was commenced by the enemy on the

advance of the army under colonel Clerk* and

major Forsyth. Colonel Bissel came up with

spirit, and the enemy was forced to retire with

loss. General Wilkinson took part in ttiis

action, and bravely advanced into the most

dangerous position, declining frequently the

advice of his officers, to retire from imminent

danger. The enemy having used his Congreve

rockets, without producing any effect, retired

to La Colle, whither he was pursued. At this

It ought to be 26 a««*mi{.t?T' %
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place an action was expected ; but the ^nenii^^

whose force' when increased by a reinforcement

from the Isle aux Noix, amounted to at least

i2500 men, mostly regulars, declined ineeting the

American force, although much inferior in

numbers and means of warfare."

—

** Several

sorties were made by the enemy, but they were

resisted with bravery and success.**— *' The
conduct of every individual attached to the

American command^ was marked by that pa-

triotism and prowess, which has so often con-

quered the boasted discipline, long experience,

and military tactics of an enemy, who dared not

to expose his ' invincibles' to the disgrace of being

defeated by a less numerous force of Yankee

woodsmen."* -^ ol !r/**>ft .t*4fa'»i?<i iu; »4<*i/,;? m
^^ That general Wilkinson himself does not con-

sider that Mr. O'Connor has, by his remarks,

'conferred any additional ridicule upon the busi-

ness of La CoUe mill, we gather, not only from

the general's official account,! but from his

-efforts, long subsequently, though vainly made,

to save his character from reproach. The
glaring impracticability of cramming " 3500

men" in a building '* 60 feet by 40," as well

as the positive testimony of one of his own

officers, that " 400 men*' only '* could act with

» History of the War. p. 219.
* '

f Not published id this work, but ths substance fully gir cq

\M the last quotation.
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^ect witliia the mill/'* induced Uie geneml^

in his address to the oourt^mairtial, to state thai

the building was ** defended by a giirrisoii

of/'-—not '* 1900 regulars, and /MX) militia,—"f
but <' 600 veteran troops." :( When, howe¥eri

lieutenant^colonel M'Pherson, in ansi^er to ^

question from the court, gave it as his opinion^

'* that tlie army should have attempted to

force a pas^ge into the mill, and emji^loyed

the bayonet at every sacrifice ; or have renew^
the, attack with heavier ordnance^ at d^i^ylight

the next morning,''§ general Wilkinson, in a

note, adds: *' To take such a post, with small

-

arms, has often been attempted, but never sucr

seeded, from the time of Xenophon, who failed

in such an attempt, down to the present day.'*

'* Xenophon himself,;*' says the general *' was

baffled in an attempt against a castle, in the

plain of Caycus, and also in his attack of the

metropolis of the Drylans, and, in times modern
as well as ancient, we have abundant examples

of the failure of military enterprises, by the

most distinguished chiefs."
|| General James

Wilkinson, of the United States' army, then has

the effrontery to compare his disgraceful discom-

£ture before this Canadian grist-mill, with what

occurred to '* lord Wellington at Burgos,

« Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. III. p. 328. f App. No. 17.

J Ibid. p. 454. § Ibid. 329. || Ibid. 455. »
*'*^- '
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Bonaparte at St. Jean d'Acre, and general Gra*

ham at Antwerp." •«**•
Presuming that thfi reader is as sick of tbis

Bohadil general as we are ourselves, we shall

hasten to place him within that sphere of obscn^

rity, for which his talents have best fitted him.

After having, with ** 4000 combatants,"—men
vi4io were *' to return victorious, or not at all,''

and who^ agidnst ** double force," were not to

" give ground,"—been completely repulsed by

340 British, 180 of whom had stationed them-

selves in a strong stone building, and the re-

mainder in a wooden block-house, general Wil-

kinson counter-marched his troops of '' hardi-

hood and resolution," not only to Champlain,

but, for fear the men of the mill should travel

after him,—30 miles further, toPlattsburg; and

that, while the roads, owing to the prevailing

thaw, were in the worst possible condition.

How he could console himself, we know not;

unless it was by saying, with his brother knight-

errant of old, after his equally unsuccessful

return from attacking a " fortress," of the same

use, and (in part*) denomination, too, as La

Colle grist-mill,

—

'< Prithee, hold thy peace, friend Sancho; the

affairs of war are, more than any thing, subject

to change."

; .Soon after this incursion into Lower Canada,

lil-'i lu '* Wind for uattr* t
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a strong JBritish force assembled at Isle aux Noix

and St. John's. Tins very naturally alarmed

commodore Macdonough, at Vergennes, Ver-

mont; where he was superintending the con-

struction of a large shipr and brig, destined for

Lake Champlain. Vergennes stands upon Otter

creek ; about eight miles from its mouth, or

junction with the lake; and, considering the

importance of the object, it required no extra-

ordinary penetration to conclude that a com-

petent British force would, the instant the

•Richelieu was free from ice, embark on board

captain Pring's flotilla, now augmented by a

new 16-gun brig and some gallies, and proceed

to Otter creek ; there disembark, and march up

to destroy the naval dep6t and the ships at

Vergennes. To defeat this conjectural plan, a

battery of seven guns was erected on a com-

manding position at the mouth of the creek

;

a suitable detachment of regular artillery, sent

•from general Izard's division at Burlington ; ^

reserve of 500 infantry, ordered up from Platts-

burg ; and arrangements made wil h the go%'ernor

of Vermont, for assembling the militia, tlie

instant the first cannon should be tired. '

«r About the middle of April commodore Mac-

:donougli succeeded in launching his vessels; but

being unprovided with a suthcieiicy of guns Hnil

stores, was too prudent to venture on the lake.

On the 9th of May the breaking up of the ice

enable

of whi(

mence

preven

the 131

shew tl

tants,

leaving

same e

of the

Otter

bomb-v

battery

without

dismoui

men.

enemy y

to attac

withdra

iVoix.

A mo
by the c

men, so

saved th

in the i

all thorn

fal to n
vessel on

VOL. 1



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 97

enabled captain Pring, with his flotilla, on board

of which was a detachment of marines, to com-

mence ascending the Richelieu. Contrary winds

prevented the vessels from reaching the lake till

the 13th. No sooner, however, did the British

shew tliemselves off Burlington, than the inha-

tants, fearing an immediate descent, began

leaving the town, with their property. On the

same evening, a bomb-vessel and eight gallies

of the flotilla arrived, and took a station, off

Otter creek; and, on tli<3 next morning, the

bomb-vessel commenced a cannonade upon the

battery ; and continued it for about two hours,

without doing any other injury, it appears, than

dismounting one of the guns, and wounding two

men. The state of preparation in which the

enemy was, and the want of troops wherewith

to attack him on shore, compelled the vessels to

withdraw, and finally, to return to Isle aux

I^oix. v^

A most important object was here overlook(*d

by the commander-in-chief. A corps of 8 or 900

men, so easily to have been spared, would have

saved the lives ofDownie,and his brave comrades,

in the September following ; and have averted

all those attendant circumstances, still so pain-

fal to reflect upon.* When we had scarcely a

vessel on the lake, an Everard sailed triumphant

* James's NsTal Oecumiices,
f>.

404—35.

VOL. II. H
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all the townsover it, and a Murray landed

upon its shores, undismayed, and unopposed, by

the fourfold American force assembled in the

neighbourhood.^ Here was a reverse !—And yet

no blame rested with captain Pring, nor with

the officers commanding posts at which the

British troops were stationed ; and from which

they ought to have been supplied.

»',<)The active operations going on upon Lake

Ontario now claim our attention. Although,'

about the middle of January, not above 800

troops were at Sackett's Harbor, the reasonable

supposition that, with the hourly increasing force

of the British, the latter would make some

attempt to destroy in the bud the immense

naval armament there fitting out, to main-

tain, during the ensuing summer, the ascen-

dancy on the lake, had, by the end of March,

brought to the post 5500 troops, including

1500 to be employed as marines on board

commodore Chauncey*s squadron. The oppor-

tunity of destroying this important depdt a

second time lost, sir George Prevost, early in*

May, was induced to consent te a proposition'

made by sir Gordon Orummond and sir James

Lucas Yeo, to employ the new ships that had

been so rapidly equipped, in a combined attack^

upon the fort and town of Oswego; ai^^'which

• See Vol. I. p. 142. ^mni
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ipposed, that a large quantity

lips at Sacketfs Us
A <4 t I I ;

09

ofplace it was

naval stores for the new
bor had been deposited.

Oswego is situate on the river of the same
name, near its confluence with Lake Ontario

;

and is distant from Sackett's Harbor about 60
miles. At the mouth of the river there is a safe

harbor, with two fathoms water; the channel

to which is completely commanded by a well-

built fort, although not in the best repair, stand-

ing, along with the state-warehouses, barracks,

and a few houses, upon the eastern shore of the

river; having its front towards the lake. The
fort is a three-sided figure, with bastions and

ramparts ; and contains, within its ditches; up-

wards of three acres of ground. The site is ele-

vated about 50 feet above the level of the lake

;

thus rendering the position a very formidable

one. On the western bank of the river stands

the town, consisting of about 30 houses. This

river affords the only water-communication be-

tween- New York and Sackett's Harbor. The
course is up the Hudson and Mohawk rivers;

them across a- short />or/a^e, to a small stream

leading into Lake-Oneida; thence down the

Oswego into (subject to a slight interruption by
the Onondaga falls, distant about 13 miles from)

LAke-Ontario. This readily accounts for the

accumulation of naval store»i in the warehouses

H 2

!;H^'

St
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of Oswego ; and gives to that post an imporUnct

which it would not otherwise possess.

On the evening of the dd of Maj, a detach-

meat of troops, consisting of six comimnieii of

De Wattevi lie's regiment, including two newly-

raised flank-oompanies, * the light company of

the Glengarry's, tlie whole of the second batta*

lion of marines, a detachment of artillery, with

two field-pieces; also small detachments of

rocketeers, and sappers and miners: numbering,

altogether, 1080 rank and file, embarked in the

vessels of sir James Veo's fleet, lying at Kingston.

Early on the following morning lieutenant^

general Drummond went on board the Prince

Regent, as commander of the troops. The fleet

immediately stood out of the harbor ; but, on

account of light and variable winds, did not

arrive off Oswego till noon on the following

day4
Either suspicion, or direct information, ofthe

attack had led to preparations on the part of

the Americans. Since the 30th of April lieu-

tenant-colonel MitdicU had anived from Sack-

etfs Harbor, with 300 heavy and light artillery,

mnd several engineer and artillery officers. The

batteries were repaired and fresh picketed, and

new platforms laid for the guns; which were

iburin nnmber, 34, 12, and 6-pounders ; besides

» ««e Y«<. I. p. SOI. ir App. No. 30, SI, and 23..
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a 19-pounder, planted en barbette close to the

lake-shore. The United StatCH* schooner Groww

)er, of three guns, lieutenant Pierce, was Ijiiig

in the harbor, preparing, under the suptrin'*

tendance of captain Woolsey, to conduct to

Sackett's Harbor a division of batteaux, laden

with stores. Arrangements had, also, been

made for assembling the militia of the dis*

trict, and no sooner did the fleet shew itself,

at six o'clock on the morning of the 5th, than

alarm-guns were fired ; which soon brought to

the post upwards of 200 militia : thus making

a total force of, at least, 540 men. By waj,

also, of making this force appear treble what

it was, in the hope, thereby, to dau»t tlit

British, and prevent them from attempting to

land, the Americans pitched all their tents upon

the opposite, or town-side of the river, whili

they themselves remained in their barracks. f\

The exact force in guns, men, and size, of

every ship in the rival fleets upon this lake^

not only at the attack on Oswego, but at several

other important periods, during the continuaaee

of hostilities, will be found clearly exhibited in

our naval volume.* At three o'clock in the

afternoon, the ships lay-to, within long ran^
of the shore; and the gun-boats, 11 in number;

were sent in, under the orders of captain Collier,

to induce the enemy to shew the number and

position of his guns. At four, by which time

« JameB^s N«Tal Ocennwices, p. 394—401-. - •

If ;

%

I 11
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Wl

f'i

4k}:-

the gun-boats had got within point-blank range,

the Americans opened their fire ; and a mutual

cannonade was kept up till about half- past five,

when captain Collier, having effected his object,

stood back to the fleet. Preparations were now

made for disembarking the troops on that even*

ing; but, about sunset, a heavy gale from the

north-west compelled the ships to gain an ofiing

;

in which eflbrt, four of the boats, their crews

being first taken out, were obliged to be cut

adrift. As soon as the weather moderated, the

fleet cast anchor, about 10 miles to the north*

ward of the fort. ;>i rs /to sfftor t;

r^i The direction and violence of the wind occa*

sioned one of the four boats to drift on shore.

This circumstance, added to the afternoon's

cannonade, and the retiring of the British gun-

boats, became a fruitful subject in the bands of

American historians. They all concur in de-

claring, that the British, on the afternoon of the

5th, were most gallantly repulsed; and one

(Mr. O'Connor says, *^ some") of their boats

captured. Nor did the gun-boats only can-

nonade the fort : the ^* enemy's principal ship,

ai)d the other/rtga/««and smaller vessels," opened

a he?ivy fire upon it ; sind ^* 15 large boats

crowded with troops," approached the shore.*

It is fortunate, that we have to oppose to all

this the statements contained in an " extract

from a letter of a United States' bfiicer,'' (who

Sketchei of the War, p. ^63, and Hist, of the War, p. 120.

was m
which

rican n|

nessed

assigne

Ont
returne

flank-c

under

the Gl

battali(

Malcoli

under <

immedi

Fischer

about 7

leaving

Wattev

Tockete

uf reser

Owii

harbor,

near en

effect,

formed

heavy c

former

her stal

side of

towed i

troops,



if GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 103

was in the action,) '* dated Oswego-falls,May 7;''

which was published in all the principal Ame-
rican newspapers of the day. This officer wit-

nessed the cutting adrift of the boats, and

assigned for it the true cause.

On the morning of the 6th, the ships having

returned, and every thing being ready, the two

flank-companies of De Wattcville's regiment,

under captain De Bersey, the light company of

the Glengarry's, under captain McMillan, the

battalion of m<&rines, under lieutenant-colonel

Malcolm, and 200 seamen, armed with pikes,

under captain Mulcaster ; the whole under the

immediate command of lieutenant-colooel

Fischer, of De Watteville*s ; and amouiiting to

about 770 rank and file, embarked in the boats.:

leaving the four remaining companies of De
Watteville's, and the detachments of artillery,

rocketeers, and sappers and miners, as a corps

uf reserve. hi

Owing to the shoalness of the water off the

harbor, the two largest ships could not approach

near enough, to cannonade the battery with any

effect. This service was most gallantly per-

formed by the Montreal and Niagara, under a

heavy discharge of red-hot shot, which set the

former on fire three times. The Magnet took

her station in front of the town, on the opposite

side of the river ; while the Star and Charwell

towed in, and covered, the boats, containing the

troops, The wind was at this time nearly a-head

.

f

:i I
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and the consequent tardiness in the approach

of the boats exposed the men to a heavy and

destructive fire from the enemy's batteries, and

from upwardsof500 regulars and militia, drawn

up on the brow of the hill. The British, never-

theless, effected their landing, and instantly

formed on the beach. Having to ascend a steep

and long hill, the troops suffered extremely from

the enemy's fire ; no sooner, however, had they

reached the summit, than the 300American regu-

lars retired to the rear of the fort, and the 200

American militia fled, helter-skelter, into the

woods. In ten minutes from the time that the

British had gained the height, the fort was in our

possession. Lieutenant James Laurie, of the ma-

rines, was the first man who entered it ; and lieu-

tenant Hewett,ofthe same corps,climbed the flag-

staff, under a heavy fire,and struck the American

colours, which had been nailed to the mast;

more, as it would seem, to give trouble to the

British, than to evince a determination, on the

part of the Americans, of defending the post

with any unusual obstinacy.

'^ l^he British loss in the affair of Oswego was

rather severe. It amounted to one c^aptain,

(captain Holtoway,) and 14 non-commi«»|oned

officers and privates, of the royal marines and

De Watteville's regiment, and three seamen,

killed ; one captain, and one subaltern, (since

dead,) of De Wattevilk's ; two captains, one

lieutenant, and one master of the navy, 51 non-

commis

marines

woundc

three of

the oth

been,

and mis

the An
men ki

capture

to incl

the Ai

leizurel

writers

The

exagger

number

General

* by lar

not exp

force ca

we gain

we lan(

doctor

but tb

Oswegc

which ]

estimat

Si

h



GRBAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 105

commissioned officers and privates, of the royal

marines and De Watteville's, and seven seamen,

wounded ; total, 18 killed, and 64 wounded. All

three of our American editors, one copying from

the other, have declared the British loss to have

been, *^ in killed, 70 ; in wounded, drowned,

and missing, 165 ; in all, 235.^'* Their own los$

the Americans state, at a lieutenant and five

men killed, 38 wounded, and 25 missing. We
captured 60 prisoners. Admitting this number

to include the wounded, it is no proof that

the American commander retired quite so

leizurely, or in so ** good order," as the American

writers would harve us believe.

^^The Americans have pursued their usual

exaggerating system, as respects the relative

numbers in the attack upon Fort-Oswego.

General Brown declares that the British force,

**' by land and water, exceeded 3000 ;"*f but he is

not explicit enough to tell us, what portion of this

force came on shore and captured the fort. This

we gain from other sources. Mr. Thonwson says

we landed 1700;* Mr. O'Connor, 2000,$ and

doctor Smith, *' between 2 and 3000*'§ men ;

but the American officer, who writes from

Oswego, states the number that landed, at 1200

;

which is but a moderate increase upon 770. In

estimating their own force at Oswego, the

Sketches of the War, p. 2flS. + App. No. 24.

X History of the War, p. 220. v r r

k History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 308.

1-1

^1
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American writers, not excepting general Brown
himself, pursue quite an opposite course. With

U4, every man within sight or hearing of the

place is to be estimated : with them, it is only

such as were bold enough to fight. Therefore,

bfioause the American militia thought best to

run, without firing a shot, they are not to be

reckoned as part of the numerical force, whose

duty it was to oppose the landing of the British.

The behaviour of the militia is well explained in

the American officer's letter:—"The militia, at

this time/Vsays he, '' thought best to leave us:

I do not think they fired a gun.'* Considering

the commanding position of the batteries, the

length of time during which, owing to the shoal-

ness of the water and state of the wind, the

troops a-float were exposed to hot and cold

shot and musket-bullets, and, after they did

effect a landing, the difficulty of ascending

the hill, under the fire from the cannon, and

from a body of troops, well-posted upon its

summit, it would not have been extraordi-

nary, if 500 men had succeeded in keeping off

an enemy *' for nearly two days,"* instead of

scarcely as many hours; nor would general

Brown's '< General Order," in which he thought

fit to boast, that the Americans at Oswego had
*' established for themselves a name in arms,

worthy of the gallant nation in whose cause

?
. -1...'-1

App. No. 24. "^ ^

t t /'jf^^" «. iE-'-'i y'i*. hJf
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they fight/' have had quite so much the air of

a lampoon. : V-
Although the chief part of the stores, for the

capture of which the expedition had been under-

taken, was removed to Onondago falls, about

13 miles from Oswego, a considerable quantity

still remained. Among the captured ordnance

and ordnance stores, were three long 32, and

four long 24-pounders, besides guns of smaller

caliber ; and several 42 and 32-pounder round,

grape, and canister shots. We also captured,

and carried away, upwards of 1000 (one oflicial

account says 2400*) barrels of provisions, j* 70

coils of rope and cordage, a quantity of blocks,,

two or three schooners, and several boats. Among
the property destroyed by us were, eight barrels

of gun-powder, all the shot of small caliber, the

platform and works at the fort ; also the barracks,

both there and in the town. We have no very

accurate account of what the Americans them-

selves destroyed. They mention having scut*

tied and sunk the . Growler, United States'

schooner, with three long 32-pounders, and a

quantity of ordnance-stores, on board. The

federal, or opposition papers of the day, com-

plained much against the government, for con*^

cealing the amount of the loss sustained at

Oswego. How trifling that loss was made, is

clearly shewn, by the statements of our three

App. No. ««. + App. No. 23. «' V
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historians upon the subject. Mr. Thomson

sajs :
*' The enemy took possession of the fort

and barracks, but for the little booty which he

obtained, consisting of a few barrels of provi-

sions and whiskey, he paid much more than an

equivalent.''* Doctor Smith declares, that we

captured nothing but '' a naked fort.'* j* Mr.

O'Connor, however, is candid enough to admit,

that *' eight pieces of cannon, and some stores^

worth about 100 dollars, fell into the enemy's

hands.'' :( On the other hand, an American

writer from Onondago, values the public pro^-

perty, destroyed or taken away by the British,

at *' about 40000 dollars." It was highly cre-

ditable to the troops, marines, and seamen, that,

although the loadingof the prizes with the ord-

nance and other captured property, necessarily

detained them in the town for one whole nighty

not a murmur of complaint, that we can find,

has been uttered against them. Every thing

being accomplished by four o'clock on the morn-

ing of the 7th, the ships and other vessels got

under weigh, and departed from Oswego.

A serious business, in which a party of British

officers and seamen, on the 30th of May,
impelled by their usual gallantry, pursued a

flotilla of American boats, up a narrow creek,

^
' adtches of the War, p. 263.

- + History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 308.
'

J Hi&tory of the War, p. 221. _> „ . ^, «.
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till they got ambushed and outnumbered, and

were, at last, compelled, after sustaining a heavy

loss in killed and wounded, to surrender, will

be found detailed in our naval volume.* '^

An occurrence on the shores of Lake-Erie now
requires our notice. Long-Point in the district of

London is notoriously one ofthe most fertile spots

in Upper Canada. The ample supply of wheat

and other bread-corn which it afforded during

the war, rendered the preservation of its re-

sources by one party, and their destruction by
the other, a matter of equal importance. On
another account, also, was Long-Point a post

that ought to be guarded. It was only a day's

march thence to Burlington, the grand depdt of

the British army upon the Niagara line ; and the

enemy's entire command of Lake-Erie gave him
the facility of bringing troops towards, and land-

ing them upon, the Canadian shore, unseen and

unopposed. Lieutenant-general Drummond,
therefore, did right in detaching to the village of

Dover on Long-Point, early in March, a troop

of the I9th light dragoons, under m{\jor Lisle.

There being no barracks or public buildings at

the place, major Lisle and his men took posses-

sion of some private buildings, and, among
them, of the dwelling-house, saw-mill, and dis-

tillery, of Robert Nichol, esquire, a lieutenant-

colonel and quarter-master-general of the Caiia-

* James's Nat. Occur, p. 398. . «*, i

m

ii



» ' •

110 MILITARY OOCURKENCES BETWEEN

dinn militia, and then absent from home on

service.* t'«'» **» ."^*'

I^ The British capture of BuiTaloe and Black

Rock, and the dreaded attack upon Erie, where

the fleet laj, had occasioned, since early in th«

year, the assemblage of a force of regulars at the

latter place. Aware of the small detachment

stationed at Long-Point, colonel Campbell, of

thelQth United States' infantry,with 500 troops,*!'

landed there from Erie, on the 15th of May.

The dragoons and the few militia that happened

to be at Dover, retired ; and the Americans in-

stantly ** destroyed the flour-mills, distilleries,

and all the houses occupied by the soldiers, as

well as many others belonging to the peaceable

inhabitants of the village."']' Mr. Thomson

proceeds in his account thus :
*' A squadron of

British dragoons, stationed at that place, fled

at the approach of colonel Campbell's detach-

ment ; and abandoned the women and children,

who experienced humane treatment from the

Americans. Colonel Campbell undertook the

expedition without orders ; and, as his conduct

was generally reprobated, a court of inquiry

was instituted, to examine into his proeeedings;

of which general Scott was president. This

court declared, that the destruction of the mills

" * And who proved himself, during the whole of the MiWy an

actifc, int44ii||ir,' and highly useful officer, i* ''»'* i-nnn^>:*

t Skftcihei of the War, p. 268. . .> '
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and distilleries was according to the usages of

war, but that, in burning the houses of the inha-

bitants, colonel Campbell had greatly erred.

This error they attributed to the recollection of

the scenes of the Raisin and the Miami, in the

western territories, to the army of which colonel

Campbell was at that time attached, and of

the recent devastation of the Niagara frontier.''*

' Admitting the destruction of the buildings

which had been occupied by the dragoons, to

have been a sanctioned military measure, was it

only an ^^ error" in the American commander, to

have burnt the houses '^ belonging to the peace-

able inhabitants of the village'' ? The court did

not lessen its dignity in allowing itself to be

swayed by the fabricated stuff in every news-

paper " known to be friendly to the war;"

nor in forgetting what it was that bad caused
*' the recent devastation on the Niagara fron-

tier,'* so painful to the sensitive *' recollection"

of the American colonel ? The date of this in-

dulgent court of inquiry does not appear ; but,

referring to the public letter, in which Mr.

Munroe, at a day long subsequent, reminds us,

that colonel Campbell's *' conduct was subjected

to a military tribunal," we can readily conceive,

that the court sat for no other purpose than to

excuse him, and to exculpate the American go-

vernment, for the commission of an act, which,

• Sketches of the War, p. 268.
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as Mr. Thomson sajs, was so " generallj repro*

bated." This editor is not satisfied with having,

as he supposes, freed colonel Campbell from

blame : in order to enable him to expatiate upon

that sickening subject, American humanity, he

must reproach us. To high-minded Americans

it could not fail to appear asa very dastardly act,

for 70 or 80 dragoons to retreat before 500 infan*

try. The British having, however, *' abandoned

the women and children," we shall now present

a specimen of the ** humane treatment," which

the latter *' experienced from the Americans.''

Not only did colonel Campbell, and his 500 re^

gulars, lay waste as much of the surrounding

country as came within their reach, and pilfer

and carry off as much private property as was

Easily portable, but they set fire to the whole

of the little village of Dover, comprizing the

following 46 buildings : one saw-mill, one tan-

house, three distilleries, six stores, 13 barns,

three grist-mills, and 19 dwelling-houses ; thus

utterly ruining 25 *' peaceable" families. Yet

was all this no more than an ** error" on the

part of the American commander by whose

orders it had been perpetrated.

,il-}!
^ '%*iiii,io . '.i^v* ^^i* "i^ Jii^iiitr^i
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CHAPTER XIV.

•»r*«>i»

Serious preparations for the fifth invasion of the

Canadas—Americanforce on the Niagara fron^

tier—Britishforce in the same neighbourhood^^

^'- Disembarkation of major-general Brown*s army
—Capture of Fort'Erie, together with its

. small garrison-^British force at Chippexoay

^^^—^Advance of the American army—Battle of

A*- Chippewayy or Street's creek—Retreat of major'

, general Riall^^Return of the Americans to their

.1^ camp—Fresh movement against the British at

ii^Chippeway-^Further retreat of the latter to

^*, Fort-'George-*-Advance of the Americans to

ff,
Queenstown—Spirited behaviour of a British

-r-.patrolling party-^General Brown's plans devc'

ff,
loped—General RiaWs departure from Fort"

g^ George to the Twenty^ and Fifteen-mile, creeks—
f^r American reconnoissance before Fort^George

jji.:
-r^ Wanton conflagration of the village of

^^ St. David— Investment of Fort-George—^Re^

^. treat of the Americans to Queenstown—Dc'

1^ struction of their baggage, andfurther retreat to

Chippeway—Corresponding advance of major^

^ general Riall's light troops—Re-advance of the

^, Americans towards Queenstown— Skirmishing

^, between the adverse piquets—Arrival of lieute-

^ nant'general Drummond with a reinforcement-

Detachment sent across fo Lewistown-~^General

VOL. II. I
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Drummond^s junction with general Riall-^

Battle o/Tiiagara, or LundyU lane—Retreat of

the Americans to Chippeway and StreeCt creek

V ..—*7Vi«r destruction af Streets fnillsi and of their

. own baggagef camp-equipage and stores—Tluir

further retreat to Fort-Erie—Various American

accounts of these operations-^TIuir gross mis*

statements corrected*

liiARLY in April ini^or<^general Brown, with ibl

strong force in regulars, marched, a second time,

from Sackett*s Harbor to Batavia ; and theilce

to Buffaloe, where he fixed his head-quarters.

Here he remained drilling his troops, and re-

ceiving occasional reinforcements, till the middle

of June ; when he received orders, ** to carrj

Fort-Erie, and beat up the enemy's quarters at

Chippeway ; but," adds the American secretary

at war, '* in case his fleet gets the control of

Lake Ontario, you are immediately to re-cross

the strait/'^ This late commencement of the

campaign arose, no doubt, from the baick-

wardness of commodore Chauncey to decide the

ascendancy upon Lake Ontario ; without which

the objects of the American government could

be only partially fulfilled.

It took major-general Brown from the 15th of

June to the 2d of July^ to prepare himself for

crossing the Niagara; which, according to the

'*' General Order" f issued upon the occasion^ he

• Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 644. f App. No. 2Si.

•was tb

try, a c

As far

counts

22d, a

ral Sc<

and 2

Ripley

2580 n

sisted c

eight

includi

poundf

dragoo

estima

3050 rs

(say 90

dian" I

Indians

file. I

posts 1

regime]

from i

Swift

;

men< 1

militia

could a

3or40<

if dispc

Sacketi

\



GREAT BRITAIH AKD AMERICA^ 115

was then about to do, with two brigades of infan-<

try, a corps of artillerv« and a bmly of volunteers.

As far as we can gather from the American ac-

counts, one brigade consisted of the 0th, 11th,

22d, and 35th regiments, under brigadier-gene-

ral Scott; the other, of the ]7tb, 19th, aist,

and 2dd regiments^ under brigadier-general

Ripley ; the tvro united brigades numbering

2580 rank and file* The corps of artillery con-

sisted of upwards of 400 men, having in charge

eight field-pieces, and one or two howitzers;

including, among the former, several 18 and 12*

pounders* There was, also, a squadron of

dragoons, under captain Harris ; which we may
estimate at 70 men. To this regular force of

3050 rank and file, were added from 8 to 1100

(say 900) New York, Pennsylvania, and " Cana'>

dian" (or traitor) volunteers ; and about 150

Indians ; making a total force of 4100 rank and

file* Besides this force, there were^ at different

posts between Erie and Lewistown, the Isit

regiment of infantry, a regular rifle corps, and

from 2 to 300 volunteers, under a colonel

Swift ; making an aggregate of, at least, 5000

men* But even this number does not include the

militia of the district, who, in case of invasion,

could assemble to the amount of 2 or 3000 ; nor

3 or 4000 regulars, whom commodore Chauncey

,

if disposed to be bold, might bring down , from

Sackett's harboir. So that the command of Lak«f

I 2

:^li
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Ontario could very speedily augment the Ameri-

caaforce upon the Niagara to 10000 men.

The British force upon the same frontier wad,

at this time, under the command of major-gene-

ral Riall, and consisted of the royal Scots, (1st

.bat.) 100th, and 103d regiments, a troop of the

19th light dragoons, and a detachment of artil*-

lery; numbering, altogether, about 1780 rank

-and file. But out of this force were garri-

soned the forts Erie, George, Mississaga, and

Niagara; (the latter on the American side of

the strait;) also the post upon Burlington

Heights ; comprehending an extent of frontier

of full 70 miles. - '^ • -
^ , ^

On the morning of tlie 3d of July, general

Brown's army crossed the strait, in two divisions;

one division landing about a mile and a half

below, the other about the same distance above,

Fort'Erie ; against which the American troops

immediately marched. Having planted a bat*

tery of 18-pounders in a good position in fro^t

of the fort, and fired, and received in return, a

few shots; by which a loss was sustained, on our

part, of on£ man killed, and, on the part of the

Americans, of four men of the 25th regiment

wounded, major-general Brown summoned the

fort to surrender. Fort-Erie was, at this time,

garrisoned by two companies of the 8th and

100th regiments, and a small detachment of

artillery, under msgor Buck, o( the 8th ; and,
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in respect to armament or means of resistance,

was, as an American general sajs, " in a defence-

less condition."* The fort, consequently, sur-

rendered. The prisoners, 170, including officers

of all ranks, were taken across the river, to be

marched into the interior -of New York ; and a

small detachment of American artillery, under

lieutenant Macdonough, placed as a garrisoii

within the captured fort : in front of which, on

the lake, were stationed, as a further security,

three armed schooners, under the orders of lieu-

tenant-commandant Kennedy, of the United

States* navy

,

^ v- i „. ... ^a''.--ki>*«^.k < *,«• A % . f^.V*i-J -/. vy*;y% k

The British force at Chippeway was under the

immediate command of lieutenant-colonel Pear-

son ; and consisted of 230 of the royal Scots, 450

of the 100th regiment, a troop of light dragoons,

and a small detachment of artillery, amounting,

in all, to 760 rank and file ; exclusive of300 seden-

tary militia, just assembled at the rendezvous,

and about the same number of Indians. The
first intelligence of the landing of the invading

army reached major-general Riall at Chippe-

way, at about eight o'clock on the same morn-

ing ; and he immediately ordered that post

to be reinforced by five companies of the

royal Scots; but even then, his inferiority of

force forbad any other movement, than for the

purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's position

.1
* WUkinson*8 Mem. Vol. I. p. 647. V T)?.
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and nunibeFs. This service was gallantly

performed by lieutenant-colonel Pearson, at the

head of the flank companies of the 100th regi-

ment, and a few militia and Indians ; and the

Americans were seen posted on an eminence,

near the ferry at Bertie.* Mtijor-general Uiall

would have commenced the attack on that even-

ing, had he been joined by the 8th regiment,

then hourly expected from York. - : ,--.u

. On the morning of the 4th, general Scott's

brigade, with a company of artillery, advanced,

by the main road along the margin of the river,

towards Chippeway ; and was soon afterwards

followed by general Ripley^s brigade, and the

field and park artillery, under major Hindman;
also by general Porter and his volunteers.f

On its approach to Street'ti creek, the first bri-

gade encountered the British advance, now con-

sisting of the light companies of the royal Scots

'4nd lOOlh regiments, and a subaltern's detach-

ment of the 19th light dragoons. General Scott

immediately detached in front captain Towson's

Gompany of artillery, (100 strong,] with three

18-pounders ; and, at the same time, directed a

flank company of the 0th regiment of infantry

to march out to the left of the brigade,

and cross the creek above the bridge ; so as to

assail the right of the British advance. The
heavy firing of the enemy's IS-pounders, and

* Sec Vol. I. p. 50. + Skctcheg of the War, p. 274.
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the close approach of his main body, cumpelled

colonel Pearson and his small party, to retreat

;

but " not until they had intrepidly destroyed

the bridge over which the advancing column

would be obliged to pass."* Captain Crooker's

company of the 9th regiment came suddenly

upon tl|e detachment of dragoons, under lieu-

tenant Horton, while the latter was ooveripg

colonel Pearson's retreat. A skirmish ensued,

and the American detachment, which had re-

treated to a house, would have certainly been

captured, but for the arrival of a strong rein-r

forcement, under captains Hull and Harrison,

^nd lieutenant Randolph. Out of this skirmish^

in which four of the dragoons, and eight of their

horses, were wounded, Mr. Thomson |ias woven

a fine story ; concluding it with the declaration

of on^ of the American generals, that, *' in par-

tizan war, he had witnessed nothing more gal-

lant than the conduct of captain Crooker and

l^is company"* The American pioneers having

repaired the bridge, the army crossed ; and, at

about 11 q'clock on that night, encamped on

the right bank of Street's creek ; the first brigade

facing the creek and the bridge; the second

brigade forming the second lime ; and the volun-

teers, the third. The park of artillery was sta-

tioned on the right of the encampment, resting

pn some buildings and an orchard, close to the

* Sketches of the War, p. S74, Wi
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river Niagara; and the light troops, or riflemen,

together with the Indians, were posted within

the same space, on the left, resting on the

4 .The American army, thus encamped, will

only differ in numbers from that which crossed

the strait,* in the absence of the small garrison,

flay 50 men, left at Fort-Eiie, under lieutenant

Macdonough. Consequently, major-general

Brown had, under his immediate command at

Street's creek, 3000 regulars, (including 70draf-

goons,) 000 New York, Pennsylvania, and Cana*

dian volunteers, and 150 Indians ; total, 4050

men ; along with nine field pieces and howitzers,

including some 12, and three 18-pounders. / f i

Major-general Riall had stationed himself on

the left bank of the Chippeway, distant about

It' miles from the American encampment ; and,

having been joined, on the morning of the 5th»

by 480 rank and file of the 8th regiment,

determined to attack the Americans on that

afternoon. His force now consisted of 1530

regulars, (including about 70 dragoons,) 300

sedentary militia,']' and about the same number

of Indians ; total, 2130 men ; along with two

24-i>ounders, and a *5^ inch howitzer. hv

. ; At the appointed hour the British crossed the

Chippeway, and marched to the attack ; the

Indians, and a part of the militia, advancing

Scsep. .IIQ. ..^ ^t**-' ^ + Onljr partialljr firmed. •
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through the woods on the right, which were

skirted by tlie remainder of the militia^ and by

the light companies of the rojal Scots and lOOtb

regiments, under lieutenant-colonel Pearson.

The approach of the Indians being discovered

by the Americans, general Porter, with the

whole of his volunteers and Indians, supported

by a detachment of 80 men from the second

brigade, under captain W. Macdonald, was

ordered to advance from the rear, and drive

them back. About 220 of our Indians, led bv

Norton, had kept too much to the right, and werii

wholly out of the action. The remaining 80,'

consisting chiefly of Wyandots, I'^d by captain

Kerr, on being encountered by general Porter's

brigade, fell back, first, upon the militia, and then,

along with the latter, upon colonel Pearson's

detachment of regulars. A spirited action now
ensued; but a few well-directed volleys from the

British presently reversed the order of things

;

and general Porter's brigade of volunteers and

Indians gave way, and ** fled in every direction."

So said general Brown.* But general Porter

himself says :
—" The action of Chippeway, in

which the volunteers took so conspicuous a part,

will ever be remembered, to the honor of the

American arms. It was commenced by 800

Penr-^ylvania volunteers and Indian warriors,

who met about the same number of British

Of Ai • Wilkinson'! Mem. Vol. I. p. 668. ^'-"^'^ '^
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militia and Indians, overthrew and drove theih

behind the main line of the British army;

destroying, at least, 150, and annihilating, it

is believed, this description of the enemy's

force.
»^*

i:iii'».> ^^::iil>:ti\\ 'Hit J<» !^'» ?>r;i

• .The reader may well conceive, what a para-

graph can be made out of this modest eulo-

gium, by an American editor ; and who so

able as Mr. Thomson P-p*—Thus, then^ says the

latter :^** General Porter met, attacked, and,

after a short but severe contest, drove, the ene-

my's right before him. His route to Chippeway

was intercepted by the whole British column,

arrayed in order of battle; and against this

powerful force the volunteers desperately maiu'^

tained their ground; until they were over-

powered by the superiority of discipline and

numbprs."f Not only does major-general Riall's

despiitch shew, clearly, that Mr. Thomson's
*' whole British column*' consisted of ^* the light

troops/'} under colonel Pearson ; but general

Wilkinson himself is compelled to admit, that

his friend) general Porter, *^ surprised a body of

Indians, who appeared to be in consultation, and

immediately gave way ; but, keeping up a brisk

skirmish, retreated to where they were strongly

reinforced by the enemy's troops," (called *' irre-j

gulars" in the very next paragraph,) *' who, ii^

Wilkinson's Mem. Vol, I. p. 668.

+ Sketches of the War, p. 277, J App. No. 28.^
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turn, forced Porter to retrcat."» In this way do

we expose a *' general Porter," as completely as,

we trust, we formerly did a ** commodore" or

captain, of the same iiame,-|' and, it seems likely^

of the same family too. f .t ,fi»f jrr

' Colonel Pearsoni with his light troops, mi«

litia, and Indians, pursued general Porter's

brigade of volunteers and Indians, and captain

Macdonald's 80 regulars ; till the arrival of a

strong reinforcement from general Ripley's

brigade, including the whole of the 25th regi-

ment, obliged the British advance to fall back,

in its turn. While this skirmishing was going

on ujion the right of the British line, majors

general Riall had drawn up his troops before the

enemy's position ;
placing the 8th regiment, and

the two light 24-pounders and howitzer, upon

the left, and the royal Scots and 100th regiments,

directly in front. The enemy had posted his

artillery upon the right of his line; which consisted

ofthe 1st, or general Scott's brigade, andaportion

of the Sd, or general Ripley's brigade : another

portion had been detached in support of the;

3d, or general Porter's brigade of volunteers.

f The royal Scots and 100th regiments were

ordered to charge the enemy's column. The
ground over which they had to pass was uneven,^

and covered with long grass, which greatly

impeded their progress. It was not, however^

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. l. p. 651.

t James's N^v. Occur, p. 305—20,

f %
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till the enemy's musketry, and a flanking fire

from four pieoes of his artillery, had caused a

serious loss of killed and wounded in the ranks

of these brave regiments, that the attempt was

given up. Any further contest with a force

so superior in numbers being considered as

unavailing, the British troops were directed to

retire upon Chippeway. I'his they did in the

most perfect order; bringing away, among their

guns, a piece that had been disabled, and

losing in prisoners none but the wounded. So

gallantly was the retreat covered by the 8th regi-

ment and colonel Pearson's light detachment,

that the Americans were deterred from advancing

with sufficient promptitude, to hinder the British

from destroying the bridge across the Chippe*

way ; on the left bank of which, major-general

Riall again encamped. This the American gene»

ral calls being *' closely pressed.*'* a vfta-ntJi

h The British loss in the battle of Street's

creek was very severe. The killed amounted

to three captains, three subalterns, seven Ser-

jeants, and 135 rank and file ; the wounded, to

three field-officers, (including the commanding

officers of the royal Scots and 100th regiments,)

five captains, 18 subalterns, 18 Serjeants, and

277 rank and file ; and the missing, to one

subaltern, one serjeant, and 44 rank and flie

;

total, 148 killed; 321 wounded; and 46 niihs-

grand total, (including 433 of the two

. .
* App. No. 28.
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before-mentioned regiments,) 515.* The royal

Scots were now reduced, in effective strength,

to 275, the 100th, to 245, and general Riall's

whole force, of regulars, militia, and Indians,

to under 1520, rank and ^le. The loss of the

Americans, in the same battle, amounted to two

Serjeants, and 58 rank and file, killed; one

colonel, three captains, seven subalterns, 14 Ser-

jeants, and 210 rank and file, wounded ; and

one lieutenant-colonel, one major, one captain,

(all of militia,) two Serjeants, and 22 rank file,

missing ; total, 60 killed ; 235 wounded ; and

27 missing; grand total, 322:* thus leaving

general Brown a force of full 3730 men.

Considering that the firing between the main

bodies of the two armies did not continue be-

jond an hour and a half, and that the 8th regi-

ment, from the nature of its position, partici-

pated very slightly in the engagement, the loss

on both sides is a proof of the spirit with

which it was contested. It is rather extraor-

dinary, that not one of our three historians

should have thought fit to state numbers on

either side; yet do they all concur in declaring,

that the numerical superiority was in our

favor. Mr. O'Connot's account not less for its

conciseness than its gross extravagance, is worthy

of insertion. *' The American troops," says this

writer, '' on no occasion behaved with more

gallantry than on the present. The British

* App. No. 27. + App. No. 19,
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Ml

Pf ,it

it^s

k' .*

regulars suflbred defeat from a number of meti'f

principally volunteers and militia,— inferior

in every thing but courage to the vanquiMhed

enemy.'**—This is the man whose title-page has

the words :
** Carefully compiled from official

documents ;*' and yet, who pretends to be igno«

rant, that the * * official" returns on his own side^

particularize five regiments of regular infantry

and a corps of artillery, as having suffered a loss

in the action. Even general Wilkinson, so

cautious in these matters, states the effective

strength of general Scott's brigade, alone, at 1 100

regular infantry,f and the force that crossed the

strait under general Brown, at about 3500 men,:(

including about 2700 regulars. § ^rt^J

We will readily admit that^ in this battle^

the Americans fought with more bravery anil

determination, than they had done since the

war commenced. No opportunity, however, -

occurred, of employing the bayonet to any

advantage; and our troops had to resort to mus-

ketry ;
** in which," says general Wilkinson,

** the American soldier, from habits of early life,

will always excel."
||
The general adds :

" Com-
paring small with great things, here, as at

Minden, the fate of the day was settled by the

artillery ; and the American Towson may de-

servedly be ranked with the British Philips,

nt\ ( ^n^ ; J
'^'^•' Hist.oftheWar, p. 254.'"* ' ' '''' ' /?^^ ^"

+ Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 654.
'* ' '"^Kf

,;

^ Ibid. p. 646. Ubid.668. |1
Ibid. 653
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Drummoiid, and Foy»"* Foot general Wil-

kinson's comparisons are the most amusing part

of his book. Without elevating ** the American

Towson" to quite so lofty a station, we may
observe, that the Americans deserve great credit

for the attention they pay to their artillery;

which is, in general, fully as well served as our

own, and, excepting the accidental eircum*

stance of our having two 24-pounders in this

action, of much heavier caliber. *• - -^ • > ^''{'5^'

The readiness of the Americans to engage, at

the battle of Street's creek, appears to have ori-

ginated in mis-information. From the prisoners

taken at Fort- Erie general Brown learned, that

major-general RiaH's regular force at Chippeway

consisted solely of the first battalion of the royal

Scots, and the 100th regiment ; and consequently^

of not more than 1 1 or 1200 men. The American

commander, therefore, with his 3000 " accom-

plished troops,*'f advanced boldly to the attack.

This is confirmed by Mr. Thomson ; who, not

only mentions no other than the above two regi-

ments as present, but states, that lieutenant-

general Drummond ordered up '' the 8th or

king's regiment from York,'' in consequence of

**
I the defeat of major-general Riall."J

-i On the other hand, intelligence reached

the British,—probably through emissaries, or

V Jis • Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 652. «^T4^0rJ

+ App* No. 28. .^^ + Sketches of the War, p. 280;

'\^
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spiei, purposely lent from the American campt

-—that general Bro>vn*b force exceeded AOOO men

;

and major-general Riall himself, from the report

of the American militia-officers, taken prisoners

at the commencement of the action, considered

the enemy's force to amount to ** 6000 men,

with a very numerous train of artillery."t We
here see a striking difference in the impression

respecting his adversary's strength, under

which each of the generals led his troops into

battle. .J • (»i •»tij; iM''«*f / ••»(i .ti -"• j; I ;•!;-

.

-f During the 6th and 7th of July, general

Brown remained quiet at his encampment on

the bank of Street's creek ; but, on the morning

of the 8th, he determined upon an attempt to

dislodge major-general Rial], who was. still

stationed at Chippeway. To effect this object,

general Ripley proceeded, with his brigade and

the artillery, to a point on the rigiit bank of

the Chippeway, three miles above the British

camp, in order to open a road of communication,

and to construct a bridge across the river, or

creek, for the passage of the troops. After the

Americans had planted their artillery on the

bank, a detachment of general Riall's artillery

arrived in front ; but the latter, having now in

charge two pieces only, was obliged j after a slight

cannonade, to withdraw. The bridge was soon

afterwards completed; and the whole of the

K vf 'r.ii * App. No. 26. .'j/t
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« American force croBsed oven In the mean Whilei

iiH^r-geiieral RiaH had broken up his encamp*

ment, and retired towards Queeiistovrn and Fert-*

George ) at which latter place he arrived on that

evening. Daring the same night, general Brown
occupied Chippeway ; and, on the following

morning, advanced to Queenstown; where he

again encamped. ^"4 '•^»<^' ^ t<i^';'>- ?*

On the 12tht while the Americans were at

Queenstown, brigadier-general Swift was de-«

tacked, with 120 (one American account says-

{KXy) of general Porter's volunteers,^ to recon-

noitre general Riall's position at Fort*Geovge4

On arriving near the fort, general Swift^ with

his detachment, came suddenly upon » corporal:

and five men, belonging to a patrolling party>

of 32 rank and file from the lig^t company of

the 8th> under major Evans of that regimenti'

One of the five privates levelled his piece at the

American general ; and, after mortally wound"

ing him, was himself shot dead. His fiVecoiii'«

rades now fell back upon the remaining QO

men of their detachment ; who, on the report

of the first musket^ had^ with major Evans at

their head, marched forwar 'a the spot. 1 be

31 British were instantly surrounded by their

130 opponents i but the former, by their skill and

promptitude, extricated themselves, without

further loss, from their perilous situation. Mr*
J »» 'j».

« SkcichM of the War, p. 391.
r.i :nj >

>-'l

TOL. II*
• ^ .oVl
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l'iiomiM>n, who is the only editor that noticei^

the atfair, magnifies our force to 60 nien;,aad

then pretends that the man, after he had sur-

rendered, shot general Swift. Th^ truth is, from

the hour that the Americans landed near Fort-

£rt^, those inhabitants who *' behaved peace-

ably, afid followed their private ocupations,'*^

instead of being, as was promised by general

Brown, in his proclamation to the Canadians,
** treated as friends," were plundered of their

property, and, in many instances, sent as pri-.

soners to the American side. By way, therefore,

of palliating the. enormities knpwn to ha^e

been committed by the American, army in its

progress* through the country, Mr. Thooison

prepares this account of general Swift's death ;

adding:—*' The whole volunteer brigade to

which the general was attached, solicited an op-

portunity to avenge the fallof their brave officer

;

and an opportunity was not long wanted.^'f i #

. While at his encampment at Queenstown,

general Brown writes commodore Chauncey,.

under date of the 13th July, to the following

effect :•—" All accounts agree that the force of

the enemy in Kingston is very light. Meet me
on the lake-shore, north of Fort-George, with

your fleet ; and we will be able, 1 have no doubt,

to settle a plan of operation that will break the

power of the enemy in Upper Canada, and that

in the course of a short time. At all events, let

* App. No. 25. + Sketches of the War, p. 282.

r-i*
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me hear from you ; I hare looked for yoor fleet

with the greatest anxiety, since the 10th. 1 do

not doubt my ability to meet the enemy in

the field, and to march in any direction over

his country ; your fleet carrying for' me the

necessary supplies. We can threaten forts

George and Niagara, and carry Burlington-

Heights and York ; and proceed direct to King-

ston, and carry that place. For God's sake let

me see you. Sir James will not fight. Two of

bis vessels are now in Niagara river. If you

conclude to meet me atthe head of the lake, and

that immediately, have the goodness to bring

the guns and troops that I have ordered fr<nn

Saekett's Harbor.*' '•-*^ ^u; .»ji Ji/i^u^^ ^ujii-i.

Commodore Ohauncey, knowing better than

that ' sir Janfies would not fight, was lying

at Sackett's Harbor, awaiting the equipment

of his second frigate, the iMbhawk \
** to tnattti'

tain," says an American editor, ** theexisting

equality f but,' in reality, to acquire thato^i^e-

tMrd superiority, wiihout which it wtiuld not be

prudent to appear on the lake.f >^ *'• -m*' "' *'^'"

' On the- moaning of the 9th, major-general

Riall, leating at the forts George and Mississaga,

in lieu of the 350 rank and flle of the Glengarry

regiment, andofthe-SOO militia,:]: by whom he had

iJ39d 'ii

* WiIkinson>» Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 666.

'. Ja-ili,

f James's NaTal Occurrences, p. 399.

% Both recently arrifed from York,

K 2

lOyjUI JirJt: ]
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tkere beenjoined, detachments ofthe royal Scots,

a«Bd8th, and the remaining245 ofthe lOOtb, regi'

ments^ proceeded, with a force in regulars and
militia, amounting to about 1360 rank and file,

towards Burlington heights ; where he expected

to meet the lOSd regiment, and the ftank compa?*

nies ofthe 104th, the latter ofwhich had recently

arrived there. This junction was fortunately

effected at the Twenty-mile creek ; whence the

m<Uor*generai, with his force, now augmented to

about 52000 regulars and militia, marched back

to, and took post at, the Fifteen-mile creek,

distant about 13 miles from the American camp*

In^Uigence of this movement on the part of

mayor-general Riall, unaccompanied, however,

by a^y account of his having been joined by
the 103d regiment, reached general Brown on

the 14th, the day after he had called for commo*

dore Chauncey's co-operation. The Britisb

force, thus, assembled, was stated to consist of

ona wing of the royal Scots,, the lOOtb regi-

ment;, and tk^Qlengarry light infantry ; amount*

ing, in all, to 1250 men, besides 800 incorporated

militia and Indians; making a total of 2050

men,* We have here the total, though not the

details, of the British force, as accurately stated

as need be. Had the jiMietion of the 103d

regiment been known^ we may well suppose

that major-general RialPs force would have bcien

* Wilkingon'8 Memoirs, Vol. I. p. C09. .

r*

f-
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swelled out to 3000 men ; but, althongi consi'

dered to be a third below that amount, no

attack was to be made, without the sanction ofa

council of war. General Brown's force, on this

ptcasioii, "was estimated at 3700 regulars, and

1000 volunteers, militia, and Indians ;''* which

amounts, within 30 men, to what we stated to

haTe been that officer's force, after the battle of

Street's creek. At this council the niiinority

was for attacking major-general Riall ; the

iniyority, for investing Fort-George. Accord-

ingly, on the 15th, general Kipley's brigade of

regulars, and general Porter's brigade of volun-

teers, accompanied by a detachment of regulat

artillery, with a 6-pounder and a 5^ inch how*

it2e>r, the whole numbering about 8^00 rank afid

file, advanQed to the neighboufhood of the

British fort. While this strong body of Ameri-

cfin troops was reconnoitring the fortifications,

)ientenant-colonel Tucker, with the detachment

of the 8th regiment, and two 6-pounder field-

pieces, moved out from Fort<-Mississ^a \ and,

beingjoined by the few royals iVom Fort-«George,

and aided by tiie guns of that fbrt, compelied

the Americans, in spite of their great s^periority

of numbers, to retire to a more respectable dis-

t|ince. Not a casualty occurred on otir part. ^^

*^'* Several slight skirmishes afterwards took pla^e

between the adverse piquets, in which the Ame-
ricans were almost the only sufferers. The fur-.

* WUkiDSon's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 669.

11
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ther proceedings of the American troops before

Fort-George, are tolerably well deBned in major

M^Farland's letter :
—'' The militia and Indians,

says .he, *^ plundered and burnt every thing.

The whole population is against us
:

, not a

foraging party, but is fired on, and not unfre-

quently return with missing numbers. This

state was to be anticipated. The Indians were

sent off some days since," (letter dated 25th of

July,) ** as they were found useless, except to

plunder. The militia have burnt several pri-

vate dwelling-houses ; and, on the 191h instant,

burnt the village of St. David, consisting of

about.30 or 40 houses, This was done within

three miles of camp ; and my battalion was sent

to cover the retreat, as they (the militia] had

been sent to scour the country of some Indians

and rangers, and it was presumed, they might

be pursued. My God ! what a service. I never

witnessed such a scene ; and, had not the com-

manding officer of the party, lieutenant-colonel

Stone, been disgraced, and sent out of the army,

I should have handed in my sheep-skin.*"-^

The major declares, in the very same letter,*^~as

a proof of his being a staunch Amerioant-^i-thBt

he desires no better fyn than to fight tiie

British troops, (whom he politely calls, *' Euro-

pean cut-throats,") giving to them one- fourth

more than his own number. What, then,

must have been the ** scenes" and sufferings,

.»"-> * Camjaiuioiw 'A : a *

(C
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t

>

that could excite compassion in sucH a breast

as this? J
tPUH i^iHMfftci Tii»ii| -Rf hmhi ,i>*!>ii3»n

^ Although none of the American historians

bestow a word upon the burning of St. David's,

and tlie pillage of the surrounding country, we
now perceive to what Mr. Thomson more parti-

cularly alluded, when he told us, that the ivhole

volunteer brigade had solicited leave to avenge

general Swift's death, and that '' an opportunity

was not long watoted/' It is true, lieutenant-colo-

nel Stone was declared, by a "General Order,-'

to have *< directed'' thfe burning Q>f St.' David's,

"contrary to the orders of government;" and

the same document concluded thus:-^" Lieu-

tenant-colonel Stone will retire frbm th6 army."

But this summary method of discharging officers

was, in the American camp, as customary as it

proved ineiTectual. Among many instanees^,

general Brown, soon after the battle of StrecFt's

creek, ondered captain Treat, of the 21st infan-

try, •* on the spot, to retire from the army,"

for having been guilty of cowardice; and yet a

court-martial, presently afterwards, re-instated

that officer in his command. Why was not

lieutenant-colonel Stone tried for his offence,

an 1 thereby allowed an opportunity of shewing

whether or not he had exceeded his orders ? Ifhe

set fire to St. David's without orders, was there

not a " General Order," issued by general Brown
himself, in which it was expressly declared,

that-^'' Any plunderer shall be punished with

Jin

m
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death"?* BuMbat the Canadians had expe-

rienced, both in their persons and properties,

lio ipi^iiy flagrant violations of that '* General

Order,^ as to entitle it to be considered, unless,

in its Intended operation upon the public mind,

a* mere blank paper, ue might suppose that

the gallant colonel had saved himself, by the

4|iiibbling excuse, that he was not a '* plnn-

d^r^BFt" but 9n incendiary. The most extra-

4»rdinary thing is, liQweyer, that the American

government, within seven weeks after the biirii-

%n^ of Stt David's, and when some apo^gy
:$»r thatf Among other atrocities, was thought due

lo the representations made on our part, should

$^y t-rr^' For the burning of St. David's, com-

mitted by stiagglei's, the officer who commanded
in that quarterw^ dismissed, without a trial, for

liot preventing it.^f Lieutenant-Colonel Stone,

th^p, was not *' dismissed withoMt a trial,"

^patase be ^' directed,*' but *' for not preveiitr

ipg,'' the biirning of the village ; nor was th^

aet-cfii^mitted by the militia sent^ und^r Ih^

ordfirs of this very colonel, <* to scour th^

fM^ntry," but by y stragglers," under the orders

(^ fiO one; and this, although the Am^rioat

famp was only three miles off, t4>«i«

K^iQn the day succeeding th^ con^agratiop of

§it, J^vid'Sj general Brown abai^^p^e^ hif

'Tf
'

> Ij
A.PP* No. 25.

t Mr. Munro*s kttcr ti| ur Alexander Cochrane, dated

\ iii

Sept. t% 1814.
M "« Uiiti?^ j^ir^JUsiifj mx. ' -— ;fout
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encumpinent at Queenstown» and concentrated

his whole force in the neighbourhood of Fort-

George ; stationing a part of it on the shore of

Lfke Ontario* to keep a sharp look-out for the

arriv^ of commodore Chauncey's fleet, with the

anxiously expected *^ guns and troops from

Sackett's Harbor.'^ After waiting in suspense

from the 20th to the 23d, general Brown pre^

pared to retrace his steps to Queenstown and

Cbippeway ; in order, as he says, to draw a sup*

ply of provisions from Sohlosser, and then march

directly to Burlington Heights.* American

caution was never more conspicnuus than in

this retrograde movement of general Brown's,

The fortiiicalions of Fort-George were not in

a better state than when general M*Clure,

with a garrison of upwards of 2000, abaiidoned

them to colonel Murray, with fewer than 500

men ;f and now that fort was garrisoned by a

smaller number than then besieged it, and was

beseiged by double the number that then

composed its garrison. Yet major M*Farland,

in his before-mentioned letter, assigns, as a

reason for genersd Brown's retreat, that it would

require '''• 6000 men, with a large train of bat*

tering artillery," to make any impression upon

Fort-Geoi^e. The Americans seem determined

to remind us, as well of general M^CIure's

bl^oodless surrender of this same fort, as of

i'W»•..»

y?y';;^
"

' - s«
j rK ,>,. 'ijPm,2

MM1^ ' «
^}smim^1%

(«r S« ;oV# App. No. 32. + Seep. IK^^^f'i
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colonel Murray's gallant assault upon, and

capture of, tbcir own Fort^Niagara. ' '^''^'^ * ^*

General Brown, with his army, entered

Queenstown on the evening ofthe 33d ; and, on

the next day, this American general, who had

scarcely done boasting that he did not doubt

his ability <* to meet the enemy in the field, and

to march in any direction over his country,"

finding, by accounts from Sackett's Harbor, that

the commodore was unable, or, rather, un*

willing, to leave port, became so '* apprehensive

of an attack upon the rear of his army,'-'^ that

he not only continued his retreat to Chippeway,

but, to quicken his movements, disencumbered

the army of its baggage^f Having re-crossed

the Chippeway, general Brown encamped on

the right bank of that river, with the whole of

his army, except the 9th regiment, which was

posted on the left, or north bank, protected in

front by a block-house. It ought not to be

omitted, that the Americans, during their re*

treat to this place, plundered, and made prisoners

oi^ several of the inhabitants, • ' ai

: Intelligence ofgeneral Brown's arrival atChip-

peway reached genend Riall, on the same after-

noon ; and, at eleven o'clock that night, the

British advance, consisting of the Glengarry

regiufiant, under lieutenant-colonel Battersby;

40 men of the 104th, under lieutenant-colonel

Sketches of the War, p. 283. ^;. . . + App. No. 82.
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Drummond; the incorporated rai1itia,tunder lien-

tenant-colonel Robinson, and the sedentary mili-

tia, under lieutenant-colonel Parry ^ of the 103d ;

major Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons,

and a detachment of artillery, having in charge

the two 24-pounders and howitzer employed at

Street's creek, and three 6-pounders ; the whole

numbering about 950 rank and file, and placed

tinder the immediate command of lieutenant-

colonel Pearson, moved from the Twelve*mile

creek; and, at seven o'clock the next morning,

took up a position near Lundy's lane, leading

into the main Queenstown, or Niagara road,

and distant from the American encampment

about 2t miles, ifijfii ,.int?^f»'i*j itrnt rtnw -jjriTJrRj

4< The American general, having received intel-

ligence that the British had crossed over, in

considerable numbers, from Queenstown to

Lewistown; and that the force near Lundy'ii

lane was a mere patrolling party, determined,

by way of causing a diversion, to re-occupy

the iS^rmer village. Accordingly, at about a

quarter past five on the afternoon of the 25th,

general Scott, at the head of his own brigade

of regular infantry, Towson'i^ artillery, with

his two 18-pounders, ^< and all the dragoons and

mounted men,''* numbering, as we gather

from the American accounts, fully 1150 rank

and file, marched towards Queenstown ; with

oVf .n.jA * App.No.32.
. : '

. it-'
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special orders '* to report if the enemy appeared,

and to call for assistance, if that was necessary."*

On arriving at the falls, just two miles from

camp, the advanced piquets commenced Aring

;

and general Scott immediately despatched two

or three officers in succession, to acquaint gene-

ral Brown, that the enemy was in force, directly

in his front ; although he confessed that a narrow

wood intercepted that force from his view. As

the enemy '*• was in force," it became *^ neces-

jary" to send '' assistance ;'* therefore general

Brown, who had been reinforced by H&O men
of the 1st, and 100 men of the 23d regiments,

just arrived in three schooners from Erie,

taking with him generals Ripley's and Porter's

brigades, and major Hindman*s corps of artil-

lery, having in charge seven field-pieces, instant-

ly '* pressed forward with ardor." * In the mean

while, some of th& America^ officers, having

heard at Mrs. Wilson's house, near the falls,

aod reported to general Scott, *' that the etlemy

could not be in force/' f that oflicer, with

the first brigade, the artillery, and dragoons,

*' pressed forward with ardor," to attack the

British advance. General Riall, who happened

to be with the latter, considering general Scott'a

detachment as merely the van of a force nearly

four times superior to his own, ordered colonel

App. No. 3%

f Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. his App^^ Nq. 9.
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Pearsoa to retire apoit Queenstdwn ; tirid sent

imilar orders to colonel Scott, who, with tb^

tnaiA body, wasi advancing from the Twelve-

mile creek. We must Ao^v rehite what caused

a sudden change in the destination of the re«

treating British force.

Aa soon as intelligence of mi\|or-general

Riall's discomfiture at Street's creek reached

lieutenant-general Drunimond at Kingston, the

latter, leaving orders for De Watteville's regi-

ment to follow, in two columns, marched to

York, with the remnant of the 2d battalion of

the 80th regiment, about 400 strong, under

lieutenant-colonel Morrison. On the evening

of the 34th, the lieutenant-general and suite^

with the 80tb, embarked at York, on board

sir James Yeo's vessels, the Netley, Charwell,

Star, and Magnet ; and arrived at Fort-Niagara at

day4ight on the morning of the 2Sth. Having

despatched to Queenstown the 89th regiment,

and the detachments of the royal Scots and

8th which had been left by general Riall in the

forts George and Mississaga, lieutenant-ge-

neral Drummond ordered lieutenant-colonel

Tucker to proceed up the right bank of the

Niagara, with 300 of the 41st, about 200 of the

i^yal Scots, and a body of Indians, supported

on the river by a party of armed seamen, undet

captain Dobbs, of the Charwell brig, in order

to disperse or capture an American force en-

^mmm
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camped at I^wistown. Some unavoidable delay

occurred in the march of the troops up the right

bank ; and colonel Swift, with hiH 300 volun-

teers, and whatever other troops belonged t(»

^he post, had effected their escape towards

Schlosser, and crossed over to the American

camp at Chippeway. The British arrived in

timie only to take possession of about lUO tents,

a quantity of ba^^gage and provisions ; with

which, at about fuur o'clock on the same after-

noon, they crossed over to Queenstown, and

there met the detachment under lieutenant-

colonel Morrison. After the troops had dined,

lieutenant-general Drummond sent back, as

garrisons to the three forts in the rear, 220of the

41st, and t lie whole remaining strength of the

100th regiments, under the orders of lieutenant-

colonel l^ucker ; and hastened forward to the

falls, with the 80th regiment, detachments of

the royal Scots, and 8th, and the light com-

pany of the 41st regiments, numbering, alto-

gether, 815 rank and tile. . . ..-.r^

No sooner had this seasonable reinforcement^

after a rapid march of seven miles from Queens-

town, and of 14 altogether, arrived within

half a mile of Lundy's lane, than information

was brought of the retreat of major-general

Riall's advanced division ; and the troops had

scarcely lialted, ere they were join<*d by the

militia which had formed part of it, and whose

A
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retreat had been ably covered by the Glengarry

regiinept. General Drummond, first despatch^

ing an officer to recall colonel Scott, pushed

forward to Lundy*slane; where he arrived a few

minutes before six o*olock, and just as the enemy

had approached .within 600 yards of the top ofthe

hill. The British force was quickly formed ;—
the 80th regiment, the 320men ofthe royal Scot^t

and the 41st light company, in the rear of the hill,

with their left resting on the Queenstown; or

Niagara road; the two 34-pounders a little in

advance of the centre, on the summit of the hill

;

the Glengarry regiment, in the woods on the

right of the line ; and the militia, and the 120

men of the 6th, on the left of the Niagara road,

with the light dragoons, on the same road, a

little in the rear: constituting a total of 1770

rank and file, supported by two 24-pounder8, two

6-piounders, and a 5|-inc]i howitzer. Scarcely

bad the dUfei ent corps taken their stations, than

the American troops, und^r the command of

genera] Scott, commenced the attack. With

the exception, however, of partially forcing back

the left, the Americans could make no impression

upon the British troops ; and, after nearly an

liour's combat, retired behind anew line, formed

by generals Ripley's and Porter's brigades ; to

the former of • which the 1st regiment, under

cplon^l Nicholas/ and to the latter, a fresh

Ji .t?'i •I'f
* App. No. 32, i'lt^-miJ'iVH *
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party of volunteers, had been attached : thus

making the total force, under general Brown*

u{»WRrds of 4000 men*

.^ Finding the British guns upon the hiH vIStf

destructive) the Americans made several des-

perate efforts to carry them. After being most

gallantly resisted by the 80th, the detachmeiits

of the royal Scots and 8th regiments, and

the sedentary militia under colonel Parry, th^^

great numerical superiority, and, certainly, well-*

directed fire, of the American infantry and artil-

lery, enabled them to gain their point* They

had no leizure, however, to remove, or^ at this

time, to employ the captured pieces. The battle

had now raged for three hours ;
'' the thickest

and most impenetrable darkness prevailed;*'*

and both armies had suspended their fire ; one

to collect and re-organize its '* faultering^' regi«

ments; the other to await the reinforcement

momentarily expected from the Twelve-mile

creek. Just at the hour of nine, colonel Scott,

with the 103d regiment, detachments of the

royal Scots, 8th, and 104th regiments, and
about 300 sedentary militia, few of whom had

muskets, accompanied by two 6-pounders, and

numbering, altogether, 1230 rank and file, now
came upon the ground. It had been intended

that colonel Scott's division should mRrch

from tlie Twelve-mile creek, and the men wer«^

« Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. hi» App. No* 9.
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actually under arms, at three o'clock in tlie

inproing. Unfortunately, however, the order

was countermanded, and the troops did not move

till past mid-day. At about a quarter before six,

and just as they had arrived within three miles

of the field of battle, came general Riall's order

for them to retire upon Queenstown ; and they

had actually made a retrogade movement of

nearly four miles, before they received general

Drummond's order to re-advance. Having thus

been nine hours on the march, the men were a

good deal blown and fatigued, when they joined

the contending division. ,/ .i;... . „^» k,,.«

Owing to the extreme darkness of the night, the

103d regiment, and the sedentary militia, under

colonel Hamilton, with the two field-pieces,

passed, by mistake, into the centre of the Amerir

can army, now posted upon the hill ; and, after

sustaining a very heavy and destructive fire, fell

back in confusion. The 103d, however, by the

exertions of its officers, afterwards rallied; and

formed in line to the right of general Drummond's

front column. Another disaster ensued from

the darkness. The detachments of the royal

Scots and 8th, forming part of the reinforcement,

unfortunately mistook, for the enemy, the Gleur-

garry regiment, stationed in the woods to the

right ; and kept upon it a severe and destructive

fir©.
, .

Under all these circumstances, general Drum-
mond derived but a partial benefit from colonel

\*ll

.-1 *'• '4, Vmm
4a i '*'* "';3

^^:;:.J

VOL. II.
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Scott's reinforcement. In the meanwhile, the

conflict, which had been renewed oil the part oif

the Americans, owing to the supposed advantage

gained ovct' the British, in the repulse of the

103d regiment and militia, so peculiarly cir^

cumstanced, was assuming a more serious aspect

than ever. They l^•ere now in possession of the

crest of the hill, and of seven pieces of captured

artillery ; which, in conjunction with their own^

they turned against the British column. * On
the other hand, the British, besides their infe-

riority of numbers, were without artillery, and

had to march up a steep hill^ to regain the gun$

they had lost ; or even, as the Americans were too

prudent to descend from their position, to give

a decisive character to the contest. After a

smart struggle,' the British, not only regained

their sev »' pieces of cannon, but captured a

6-pounder and a 5^ inch howitzer, which major

Hindman, ofthe American artillery, had brought

up against them. Several determined, but vain

efforts,were now made by the Americans, torepos-

sess the hill ; and, at about half-past 11, they gave

up the contest, and retreated to their camp;

leaving, upon the field, the whole of their dead,

and many of their wounded.

Major-genferal RIall, having been severely

wounded at the earlv part of the action, was,

with some other wojnded officers and atten-

dants, retiring to the rear to liave his wounds

• Sketches pf t&e War, p. 2«2.
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dressed, when he and his party were captured

hy the American 25th regiment, under colonel

Jessup, and a detachment of cavalry ; which, io

driving back the British left, had gained a

momentary possession of the Niagara-road. At

this time, also, captain Loring, oiie of general

Dri!; imond's aides de carap^ and Who was pi'O'^

ceeding to the rear with orders, was also made
prisoner.

The British loss in this action was, one captain,

three subalterns, one deputy- assistant -adju<»

tant-general, four serjeants, and 75 rank and

file, killed ; one lieutenant-general * one major-

general, one inspecting field-officer, one deputy•>

assistai|t-quarter-master-general) two lieutenant*'

colonels, eight captains, 25 subalterns^ 31 Ser-

jeants, five drummers, and 4S2 rank and file,

wounded; one captain, three subalterns, two

quarter'^masters, 1\ serjeants> five drummers^

and 171 rank and file, missing and prisoners;

one aide decamp, four captains, four subalterns^

one quarter-master, four serjeants, and 28 rank

and file, prisoners. Total, 84 killed; 559

wounded; }03 missing; and 42 prisoners

i

grand total 876* The great use made by the

Americans of buck-shot, while it swelled out

the returns^ occasioned most of the wounds to be

?ery slight. That musket-cartridges, in the

American service, are invariably made up witli

buck-shot, is acknowledged by general Wilkin-

* App. No. 31.
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son ; who, referring to the use of rifles in the dark,

says :
—** The musket and bayonet, with buck-

shot, is preferable ; because, in nocturnal affairs,

nothing decisive can take place, but at close

quarters.'^*—The British returns of loss show,

as clearly, that the militia brought up with

colonel Scott's division, and who, as already

stated, were, for the most part, without arms,

did not rally, after their surprise by the enemy,

as that those, forming part of the advance,

behaved in a distinguished manner. The few

Indians present were of no use whatever.

According to the official returns at the foot

of general Brown's letter, the American loss

amounted to, one major, five captains, one adju-

tant, four subalterns, 10 Serjeants, and 150 rank

and file, killed ; one major-general, one bri-

gadier-general, two aides de camp, one brigade^

major, one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, four

majors, seven captains, one adjutant, one pay-

master, three quarter-masters, 32 subalterns,

36 Serjeants, three musicians, and 478 rank and

file, wounded ; and one brigade-major, one

captain, six subalterns, nine Serjeants, and 93

rank and file, missing, f Total, 171 killed ; 572

wounded; and 110 missing: grand total 854.

The loss, thus admitted by the Ami^ricans, was

highly creditable to the skill and gallantry of

the inferior numbers opposed to them. But

rtfii • Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 538.
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^neral Brown's loss has certainly been under-

rated ; for 210 dead, besides a great many
wounded, Americans were counted upon the field

ef battle^ on the following morning ; and, upon

the subsequent advance of the British to Chip-

peway, they found a number of fresh graves, in

which the bodies had been so slightly covered,

that the arms and legs were, in many instances,

exposed to view. ;A

As first in order among the American accounts

of this action, we will take general Brown's

letter. In American official correspondence,

this letter forms, in one respect, an anomaly

:

it no where mentions, that ihe Americans had

superior numbers to contend with. What are

we to infer from this, but tnat the reverse fact

was too glaring to be questioned ? The letter

is certainly well written ; and the writer, we

should suppose, gave the number of his own
troops, at least, in this '' memorable battle."

Perhaps the paragraph, containing that infor-

mation, was suppressed, by the order of the

government. Such things, we know, have been

frequently done ; and, did the number agree

with what a writer from BufTaloe stated general

Brown's force, in theLundy's lane battle, to have

amounted to, namely, ** about 4000 men," the

probability is encreased. The American com-*

mander begins his letter, with telling us of the

** gallant men" he had the '' good fortune to

lead;" and yet freely confesses, that one regiment

A? ^^ li 4

V ' 'S 41



150 MltlTARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

m

** faltered," and another ** gave way and re-

treated.^' Upon the whole, however, the Ameri-

<can troops fought braxely ; and the conduct of

many of the ofiioers, of the artillery corpf* especi-

ally, would have done honor to any service.

Had general Brown's wounds allowed him to

renoain long enough on the field, he would have

found that it was not the last British, but the last

American ** effort," that had been " repulsed ;"

and that it was after that last effort, ** that the

victory was complete.^' Ho%v are we to reconcile

thisconfidence of" victory," with the order which

colonel Hindman, of the artillery, received from

gen<eral Brown, as the latter was retiring from

the field, on his way to Buffaloe;— ** Collect

your artillery, as well as you can, and retire

immediately ; we shall all march to camp" * ?

This Wiis deposed to at general Ripley's

court-martial. If the American troops, who
had marched two iniles to the field of battle,

needeid ^' some refreshment," what must have

been the state of the British troops, all of whom,

except the sidvance, had marched 14 miles to

the field of battle ?

InSome parts of Mr. O'Connor's account' are

worth extracting ;
—* Wellington's invincibleSy^

says he, '* had just arrived from Europe, and

Prummoi^d resolved that they should not only

maintain their character, but maintain it in a

manner that would make the most desponding

let »n# WiikinsQn's Mem; Vol. I. bis App. No. 14; ;i>83'
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impression on the brave, but raw recruits of the

republic." " A fine moou'light night favored,

equally^ the operations of both armies.^*—This is

excellent ; when all the American officers exa-

mined at general Ripley's court-martial, concur

in the fact, that the night was unusually dark.

''The Americans," proceeds this accurate gentle-

man, '* could not be driven, norwithstood : deter-

mined not to be overthrown, even by superior

numbers, they seemed resolved to crush what-

ever foe opposed them. Had they been con-

quered, they would yet deserve honor ; as victors,

they covered themselves with glory."* He
attributes the loss of the '' howitzer," to the high-

spirited horses having run with it *' into the

Tanks of the enemy." On the other hand, it was

the " want of horses" that compelled the Ame-

ricans to leave to us '' most of the cannon

which were taken.'* Here we discover, that IVIr.

O'Connor alludes to the British unlimbered

6-pounder, for which an American one had, by

mistake, been placed upon a British limber.-f

The British loss is made to amount to '* between

1200 and 1300 men ;" and their ** force engaged,

by their own confession, 4500 men, mostly, or

wholly regulars, besides a host of Indians : the

American force," proceeds Mr. O'Connor, "did

not exceed 2800 ; consisting, in a great propor;>

tion, of the militia of Pennsylvania and New
York*"* Yet, this writer, in the very next line,

Hist, of tb- ^'
r, p. 257.
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refers to '' general Brown's official letter ;'' in

^vhich the militia-volunteers are stated at less

than a third part of the American force in the

lield. And how came Mr. O'Connor to omit

the honorable corps, styled, in the American

returns,—*' Canadian volunteers,"
"I*

and com-

manded by the "gallant colonel Wilcocks;" whose

traitorous acts, as the assistant of M'Clure, fell

so heavy upon the inhabitants of Newark? :{; <

Mr. Thomson devotes 19 pages of his book to

the battle of Lundy's lane. He describes the

hour's action previous to the arrival of the whole

of Ripley's and Porter's brigailes, as fought be*

tween generals i2ta// and Scott; although general

Drummond, with his reinforcement, had been

present from, the commencement. He evidently

mistakes colonel Scott's, for general Drummond's

arrival. This misnomer is of some use to us. Mr.

Thomson, after stating that general Riall had
*^ despatched messengers to lieutenant-general

Drummond at Fort-George, to inform him of

the desperate nature of the conflict,".says :—

-

** Until this period of the engagement/^ that is,

until, in reality, colonel Scott's arrival, '' his

force, including the incorporated militia and

some Indians, amounted to 1637 men."§ Mr.

Thomson has here, by pure accident, stated

nearly the amount of geueral Drummond's force,

vv>/i isa*
Hist, ofihe United States, p. 257. * ^'^**

, ; nl i/ m f App. No. 33.
:J

See p. 7. t*^lu¥

'
.. oA § Sketches of the War, p. 288. i** .v4ti *
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during the first three hours cf the battle. He
attends every regiment in its marches and

counter-marches; and makes a fine thing of the

charges upon the artillery. Not trusting to

language alone, he has given us a copper-plate

representation. So far from the American line

here resembling the *' pot-hook" line, formed

by " captain Clodpole*s company" of Carolina

militia, in Lambert*s Travels,* Mr. Thomson's

artist has employed his rule for the purpose;

and the line he has formed for iMr. O'Connor's

" raw recruits," in this night of'* impenetrable

darkness," close in front of ** a hostof Wellington's

invincibles," reminds us rather, of what we
sometimes witness upon the parade in St. JamesV
park, than of the advance of the American

troops, to seize the British cannon at Lundy's

lane, tt**^.*: i«.'-f-v ••' •- ;_ •-} •,.--..- ••;- .,<.-y-- ^.^^t-*-:^

'•Turning over Mr. Thomson's confused pages;

we come at last to his numbers. He makes the

American force less, and the British force more,

than Mr. O'Connor does. One he states at

'f 2417 men ;" the other,—to prove how he can

make up for a bad beginning, -— at ** 3450

regulars, 1200 incorporated militia, and 480

Indians, making in all 5130 men.^f This

moderate increase upon the 1637 arose, it

appears, out of four several reinforcements

;

^A m *

* Lambert's TraTeIs,Vol. II. p. 198.

+ Sketches of the War, p. 300.
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along with the last of which came up *' four of

the British fleet.*'*—Poor Mr. Thomson ! . Into

what a dilemma he has here fallen. The river>

from the falls, close to which the battle was

fought, to Queenstown, a distance of eight miles,

is, owing to its turbulence and rapidity, not na-

vigable even for boats; and the four vessels to

which this learned historian alludes, and which

were the same that brought general Drummond
and his troops from York, were lying peaceably

at anchor opposite to Fort-George, ] 4 miles from

the scene of action. * "*
r.. »,...« ^

,
^ Our third historian, doctor Smith, has, in his

usual brief way, extracted none but the most

violent and extravagant parts of the accounts

before him ; excepting that, while he makes our
'^ force engaged, including the Canadian militia,

4500,'' some one has persuaded him to advance

a step nearer to truth, and state ** that of the

Americans at less than 3000.''t An American

writer from BufTaloe, speaking of this action,

,S]ays :
" We had in our whole army 4000 men ;"%

and, in the *'' Butfaloe Gazette Extraordinary,"

jof July 38, we read :
" The enemy's forces en-

gaged mMst have been nearly 5000 ; ours,"—here

}s a fran^ admission,'
— '' short of that number."

After this, will it be pretended, that the Ameri-

Sketches of the War, p. 296.

X Hist, of the United States, p. 313.

I Albany Paper, Aug^ 2, ISH.
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try."

en-

-here

»er.

leri-
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cans had not 4000 men in the field at the battle

of Niagara ?

We had almost forgotten, that we have a

fourth historian to glean from. General Wil-

kinson, finding it easier, and, as we infer from

his complaints of ill-usage, more profitable, to

fight on paper than in the field, drags us through

A4 tolerably close octavo pages, (exclusive of

19 much closer pages of Appendix^) till he has

done descanting upon *' true valor,'' in the per-

formances of the ** heroes of Bridgewater,"

andj'-^forgetful ofhis own behaviour in the Mon-
treal expedition, and before La Collegrist-mitl,««

upon military imbecility, in the proceedings of

generals Brown and Scott, on the *' memorable

S5th of July." As, for almost every important

fact, t^o opposite statements can be found, it

would be only misleading the reader to make

extracts. We may suppose, however, that the^i;c

large diagrams, which the general gives of the

action, are tolerably correct. On the ^o.ntrary,

ourfaith in them is destroyed, thus :—** Ofcourse,

the diagram," says the general, *' founded on

colonel Leaveiiworth*sreporti iserroneous."* AK
though not explicit as to numbers, betakes care

to adopt a similar stratagem to that which he

jlractised about the gui^-boats at La Co1|e,f and

represents the British columnsupon his diagrams,

to be five times as large as the American. Evei^

Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 689, • + See p. 88.
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here he is doomed to contradict the inference he

would have us draw. ^ I have no authority,"

says general Wilkinson, '* to question general

Drummond's report ofhisown order of battle, or

his force, except from the information of colonel

Leavenworth and other officers."* And yet,

alluding to the materials from which he pro-

fesses to draw up his history of this battle, he

asks :
*' But how shall we reconcile the very

opposite accounts, which have been rendered

on oath before a tribunal of justice P"-]' And
why the accounts may well be opposite, he

immediately afterwards explains, very satisfac-

torily, thus :
^^ I will answer, from what I have

witnessed, that, in warm military combats, an

otiicer at the head of a platoon or battalion, who
does his duty, can see very little beyond his

immediate command, and that different men see

the same object with different optics ;"t—mere

especially, when '^ it was so dark at the time,

that objects could not be distinguished many
pac^s.*':!: The capture of general Riall, and of

the other prisoners taken with him, the general

very properly attributes to *' the confusion inci-

dent to a night-attack, and the shifting of the

action."* Nor does he, like Mr. O'Connor,

and most of the other historians, unwittingly

lessen the merit of the victors, by styling the

ir • Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 72%

.. J Ibid. 701. .
.

f Ibid. 086.
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vanquiKhed—** cowards." The general, very

considerately, ranks British, next to American

valor; thus: *' The enemy, whose persevering

courage could not be excelled, but by men who

sprang from the same sto<k," &c.* Our last

extract shall be from the general's <* Prelimi-

nary Observations." " 1 speak not," says he,

*' of achievements by which cities have been

saved, and states protected ; of great and san-

guinary battles, wherein the life of the soldier

has been bat 'ered for the safety of the empire

;

of Thermopylae, or

—

New Orleans; "f Can

we proceed? ..»a^^. ..,—^ v» ,-. ,..„.«^'\i*

After the '* victorious" American troops had

retired to their camp, and obtained the '' neces-

sary refreshment," they were again ordered, with

general Ripley, upon whom the command had

now devolved, at their head, to march to the

*' battle ground," there to meet and beat the

enemy, if he again appeared.";]: General Brown
simply and truly says :

— ** It was not executed ;"

leaving his commentators to find excuses. Doc«

tor Smith, either not in the vein of fiction, or

become suddenly conscientious, prefers leaving

a hiatus in his ^' History," to separating the battle

of Bridgewater from the next " brilliant exploit"

he has to record. Neither Mr. Thom^ion nor

Mr. O'Connor is so easily staggered. The

i Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. L p. 706. + Ibid. 676, '

JApp. No. 32. i.iis"^/ :,U|A jiiU * -

^:-

^^^InH ;»-
'i^^^B''-BtiWol 'i'^Hw^'

'^^ffi"'ii^ (^^Wi^
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latter, without the slightest hesitdtidit^ isays:'

—

*'On themorning after the battle, the Americans,

under generals Ripley and Porter, reconnoitred

the enemy, who did not shew any disposition to

renew the contest ; and then bnrned the enemy's

barracks, and a bridge at Cbippeway : after

which they returned to Fort*Erie."* Mr. Thom-
son attempts to qualify and alter the meaning

of general Brown's orders; and to prove that

the enemy was ^Jifth time " reinforced." " Under

such circumstances," he adds, '* it would have

been highly injudicious to have attacked him."

" General Ripley," proceeds Mr. Thomson, ** see-

ing the impossibility of regaining the field of

battle, and the probability of his own flankir

being compelled to fall back, by the immense

Kiiperiority of the enemy^s numbers, turned his

army towards the Chippeway ; whence, heaving

first destroyed the bridge Over that stream, as

well as the platforms which he had previously

constructed at the enemy's did works there, he

pursued his retreat towards Fort-Erie ; and

reached it, in good order, on the following day."*

General Wilkinson says —** General • Ripley

,

finding the enemy strongly posted, in superior

force, judiciously retired; and then a scene

ensued, which has been carefully concealed from

the public. By the improvidence of general

Brown, the deficiency of transport provided for

Hilt, of the War, p. 267.

it,
*:
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his baggage, stores, and provisions, had not

been remedied ; and a great portion of it was

how found necessary to the accommodation of

his wounded and sick. The nece^tsity of a

tetreat could be no longer concealed or delayed

;

and the consequences were, that a considerable

quantity of provisions, stores, and camp-equi*

page, with a number of tents, were thrown into

the river, or burnt. I have this fact from an

officer left with the command which performed

this duty."* \

This is what Mr. Thomson calls, retreating

** in good order." But for the strong pique

which general Wilkinson bears to general

Brown, the above fact would not have reached us

through an American channel. Mr. O'Connor,

by way of giving a daring feature to this

orderly retreat, declares that the Americans
'* burnt the enemy's barracks :** why did he not

tell us, that they valiantly set fire to Street's

mills, the property of a private individual ?

.ViiVxV * Sketches of the War, p. 302. •'

f Wilkinson's Mem, Vol. I. p. 722. v
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•f.

a i;i.'t CHAPTER XV. t.^y-

f 1 • t»^ .

?

Newly erected works at Fort-Erie^ and vigorous

preparations of defence on the part of the Ame*
rican garrison-^Discharge of the sedentary

militia'-^Arrival of the right and left wings of

De Watteville's regiment, and investment ofFort'

Erie hy general Drummond-—Relative force of

the besiegers, and besieged—Unsuccessful attack

upon Black Rock^^State of the defences at Fort-

Eric'^Affairs of piquets—Carriage of boat^

over-land to Lake-Erie, and gallant capture of

, two out of three American armed schooners sta-

tioned off thefort-r-Cannonade between the Bri-

tish and Americans at Fort-Erie—Advance of

the British to. the assault of that fort—Unpre-

pared state, and consequent repulse, of the right

column of attack—Proceedings of the left and

centre columns—Intrepid behaviour of the Bri-

tish at one of the bastions—Accidental destruc-

tion of that bastion, a?id heavy loss and repulse

of the British—American Accounts—Remarks

on sir George PrcvosCs intercepted letters—Real

cause of the failure— American atrocities at

Fort-Talbot on Lake Erie—Proposal of an ar-

mistice by the British commander-in-chiif in the

Canadas—Assent of the American government,

if extended to the water—Prompt refusal of the

British admiral in the Chesapeake—Agreement

for exchange of prisoners of war—Lnmcdiate
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fr-

\he

\nt

lie

i) discharge of American prisoners—Shameful

delay in discharging the British prisoners—
<.. Their suffering state in consequence,

/*-}:^r- .. .-v>|>i,,^. ^.^r'^r-rdt: rtttl>4.*f.

JN O sooner had the Ametfcan afmj got safe to

Fort-Erie, than general Ripley, now the com-

manding officer, directed the lines of defencv. to

be extended, the fort enlarged, and new batteries

erected.* W ith the aid of his engineers, defences

of abattis, traverses, intrenchments, and re-

doubts, were instantly commenced ; and, from

the 27th af July until the 2d or 3d of August^

the troops were employed, night and day, in

placing the works in a state to sustain th^ ex-

pected, and almost certain attack.* ^

, After discharging the whole of the sedentarjr'

militia, general Drummond, as soon as the engi-

neer had constructed a temporary bridge across

the Chippeway, for the carriage of the troops

and cannon, pushed forward to invest Fort-Erie

;

within two miles of which he arrived on the 3d

of August. Having been joined by the right

and left wings of De Watteville's, under lieute-

nant-colonel Fischer, from Kingston, and the

41st regiment, under lieutenant -colonel Tucker,

from the forts George and Mississaga, now gar-

ri&iioned by th€| remains (except the light com-

pany) of the 89th, the general'.* force amounted

to,— not as Mr. Thomson, with an artful

r % Sketches of the War. p 303.

VOL. II. If
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Httenipt at exactness, says, '* 5352,'' but 3150

men ; partly embodied militia.

The British general, having approached to

within about 700 yards of the enem^ 's fort ; and,

having got from Fort-George some battering

pieces, and a st^rjeant's party with rockets, com-

menced digging intrenchments, and erecting bat-

teries, to overcome the powerful defences con-

structing on the part of tbe besieged ; while the

latter, with unceasing alacrity, were rendering

their position hourly more formidable. As to

the number of troops within the fort, the most

studied concealment runs through all the Ame-
rican accounts. Admitting as many as 1000 to

have been placed hbrs du combat^ in their dear-

bougbt " victory ' of the 25th, general Ripley

would still have under his command 3000 men

;

protected by the fort within which they werr

intrenched; by the batteries at Black Rock ; aqd

by the three armed schooners^ Porcupine, Tigress^

and v#niO» % .,. ;• jifT>f -ifj wr-J-nni" '*-»'fi''I -njirrit^'

In order to facilitate the attack upon Fort-.

Erie, it became necessary to capture or destroy,

th0 Black Rock batteries and armed vessels

;

to whose heavy flanking firs the British troops,

in their advance to the assault, would necessarily

be exposed. To effect the first of these object?,

lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the head of six

companies of the 41st, the light company of.

the 89th, and two flank companies (very weak)

':ij
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of the 104th, regiments, amounting, in all, to

460 rank and file, cfossed the strait, early on
the morning of the 3d, and landed a short dis-

tance below Conejockeda, or Schojeoquady,

creek.* The American force at Black Rock,

consisted of 240 men of the 1st rifle regiment^

and a small body of volunteers, under the com-

mand of major Morgan ; who, having, by deser-

ters, or some other means, gained iniormation

of the intended attack, had taken a position on

the upper, or south side of the creek, cut away
the bridge crossing- it, aitd thrown up a breast-

work of logs. Colonel I'uoker, with his men,

advanced to the creek side, with the view of

repairing the bridge, under cover of his Are.

" Major Morgan," says Mr. Thomson, ** did not

attempt to retard the enemy's advances, until

he was within rifle-distance, when he opened a

iire, which proved so destructive, that lieutenant«

colonel Tucker fell back to the skirt of a neigh-

bouring wood, and kept up the contest at long

shot. In the mean time, general Drummond
threw over reinforcements, and the British de-

tachment now amounted to nearly 1200 men.'^f

We have already had several specimens of Mr.

Thompson's powers at bringing up *' reinforce-

ments.^' In this instance, not a man crossed

over, except the original party ; in which state-

ment we are supported by Mr. Thomson's con-

* S»e Plate I. + Sketches of the War, p. 304.

M 2

t,K\

I*' -my



•! :!,.i:'J;;

164 MILITARY OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

\h:

!'• !»,

PI:
r^ :

I? ^

p-^^'

>!|?:';

temporary; and who, much to his credit, ba»

not made the British force amount to more than

*^ about 500 regulars/'*' The plan being de-

feated, colonel Tucker re-crossed the strait with

the loss of25 men killed, wounded, and massing.

The Americans admit a loss of two privates

killed; one captain, two lieutenants, and five

jirivatcs, wounded, j*

On the 4th of August, brigadier-general

Gaines,arrived, and took the command of the

American army, at Fort-Erie. By the 7th, most

of the traverses about the fort were completed.

Upon a battery, 26 feet high, situate at Snake

hill, the southern extremity of the works, five

guns were mounted. Between that and the

main-works, there were two other batteries, one

mounting three, and the other, two guns. The

northern point of the fort had been extended to

the water; and the Douglass battery, of two

guns, erected on the bank. The American

dragoons, infantry, riflemen, and volunteers,

were encamped between the western ramparts

and the water, and the artillery, under m^yor

Hiudman, stationed within the main-works.

After Mr. Thomson has given this description of

the new Fort-Erie, and of the garrison within

it, he tell us, very gravely, that the British were

f' strongly posted behind their works." *' Ge-

ucral Gaines determined,*' proceeds this writerj

* Sketches of the War, p. 304. + Hist, of the W«r, p. 259.
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^' to ascertain their strength, and endeavour,

ifpossible^ to draw them out. On the 6th, he

itent major Morgan, who had previously been

transferred from the American shore, to pass

through the . woods intervening between the

British lines and the fort, and with orders to

amuse the enemy's light troops, until his co-

lumns should indicate an intention to move : in

that event, major Morgan was to retire gra-

dually, until his corps should have fallen back,

upon a strong line posted in the plane below

the fort, to receive the pursuing British troops.

The object of this movement failed ,' major

Morgan having encountered and forced the

enemy's light troops into the lines, with the

loss of 11 killed, and three wounded and made
prisoners; but, notwithstanding he maintained

his position upwards of two hours, he could not

succeed in drawing forth the main body of the

British troops. He, therefore, returned to the

fort, after losing five men killed, and four

Wounded."

*

"?*'' liv* * ^ > ni*.-? . v^-^j^j ^m ..'iMi4

' Scarcely a shot could liave been fired by a

patrolling party, but, apparently, reached the

ears of Mr. Thomson. He details several little

affairs of the sort ; and, by duly arranging the

words :
—** A large body of the enemy ;"-^*' rein-

forcements ;"—" spirited conflict ;"—" precipitate

retreat" of the British ; and " victory," or, if

unfortunate, simply *' retiring," of the Ameri-

Sketches of the War, p. 305i
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cans ; has compiled abundaoce of entertaiiiiuent

for his American readers. In the only material

fact which he advances, he has been misinformed.

«' The enemy's line," says he, " was protected by

several block-houses."* On the contrary, at this

time, therewas not,among the British works, even

an apology for one. Why did he not find room

for stating, that commodore Chauncey, having

equipped his second frigate, j* and ascertained

that the British fleet was divided, had been out

upon the lake, since the first of the month; or, in

the words of an article from ** Batavia, August

13th," say :—" A considerable reinforcement of

^roops from up the lake joined our army at Fort^

Erie, a few days since ; and eight or ten hundred

more are daily expected from that quarter"?

—

His reasons will be more obvious, as we proceed.

jt' Captain Dobbs, of the Charwell, which vessel,

along with the Netley and others, was lying

at Fort-George, had come up with a party of

seamen and marines, for the purpose of attack-

ing the three American armed schooners, lying

at anchor close to Fort-Erie. The strength of

the current, and the danger of attempting to

pass between the batteries at that fort and

Black Rock, were no slight difficulties in the

plan of operations. The CharwelPs seamen

having brought captain Dobbs's gig, upon their

shoulders, fromQueenstown toFrenchman'screek,

a distance of 20 miles; the next point was, to get

* Sketches of the War, p. 306. f James's Nav. Occ. p. 398..
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that gig, as well as five batteaux which had been

procured for the purpose, into Lake Erie. Lieute-

nant-colonel Nichol, quurter-master-general of

the militia, pointed out, and offered to transport

the boats by, an eight miles* route through the

Woods.* llie proposal was acceded to ; and,

at half past seven on the evening of the 11th of

August, the boats were launched into the lake,

eight miles above Fort-Erie. In half an hour

afterwards, captain Dobbs, with his gig and five

batteaux, containing 75 officers, seamen, and

marines,—a greater complement of British, by

one-third, than manned captain Barclay's fleet

of ships, brigs, and schooners, upon this same

}ake,j'—hastened to attack three Americanarmed
schooners; whose united complements were

known to exceed 100 men, and those of no ordi-

nary class. The gig and two batteaux formed

one division, under captain Dobbs ; the remain-

ing three batteaux, the other, under lieutenant

RadclifTe, of the Netley. The manner in which

the schooners Ohio and Somers were boarded,

and carried, by captain Dobbs and his gallant

isbip-mates, is fully expressed in the American

official account.;]:' Had Mr. Thomson, instead

of inventing a story of his own, paid due respect

to lieutenant Conkling's letter^ he would not

have stated, that *' the British general furnished

captain Dobbs, of the royal navy, with a suffi-

* See Plate I. + James's Naval Occurr. p. 289.

+ App. No. 34.
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cient number of troops, to man nine large boats,

which were completely fitted to attack the three

schooners, the Somers, Porcupine, and Ohio,

then lying at anchor off the fort." * Nor would

he have told the still more glaring falsehood,

that " the Porcupine," against whose comman-
der the American lieutenant so justly complains,
*' succeeded in beating them off."* Had not

the rapidity of the current, driven the two

schooners, after their cables had been cut, past,

and u considerable distance beyond, the Porcu-

pine, that vessel would have shared the fate

of her two companions. The force of the

American schooners, in guns, men, and size,

and the trifling loss on both sides, will be found

in our naval volume.']' These two valuable

prizes were taken to Frenchman's creek ; and

as many of the brave fellows surviving, as were

not required to remain on board, hastened, with

their leader, to general Drummond's camp.

The success of captain Dobbs*s daring exploit

induced general Drummond, on the morning uf

the 13th, preparatory to the grand assault upon

the works at Fort-Erie, to open his batteries;

which consisted of one long iron, and two short

brass 24-pounders, one long IS-pounder, one

24*pound carronade, and a 10-inch mortar.

Although this cannonade was continued for two

days, the American editors acknowledge no

other casualties than 45 men killed or wounded.

* Sketches of the War, p. 315. f James's Nav. Occur, p. 391.
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Ewery arrangement having been made, the

8th, and De VVattcville's regiments, with

the light companies of the 89th and lOOtk

regiments, and a detachment of artillery, the

whole column somewhat under 1300 men,*

and commanded by lieutenant-colonel Fischer,

of De Watteville's, marched, at two o'clock on

the morning of the 15th of August, from a

position which they had previously occupied,

towards the enemy's intrenchments at Snake

liill. As soon as the head of the column had

approached the abattis, a heavy Hre was opened

upon it by the American 21st and 23d regi-

ments, and by one 18 and two 6-pounders, and

a 5^-inch howitzer, posted in a strong redoubt.

The letter of an American gentleman at Buffaloe

describes the onset, thus :
'' The enemy ap-

proached, with bayonets charged, and guns

without flints^ nearly surrounded ^ le piquet,

and pursued them so closely, as to enter the

abattis with them, and got in the rear of the

redoubt." ** The scaling-ladders were too short,

and destruction was dealt on every side among

them.'' t ^*'* Thomson says :
" With scaling

ladders^ of no more than 16 ieet in length, he

could not possibly throw his troops upon a

battery of about 25 feet high, and his second

attempt, equally furious as the tirst, met with

'' '" * Sketches of the War, p. 309. ^-^ * ^ ^

t WushiQgton-city Gazette^ £xtra. Aug. 18. •> *

. .
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no better success. Convinced of bis inability

to get possession of the battery, and feeling the

deadly effects of the incessant showers of grape,

which were thrown upon him, he determined,

in his next effort, to pass the point of the abattis,

by wading breast-deep into the lake, to which

the works were open. In this attempt, also, he

was unsuccessful, nearly 200 of his men being

cither killed or drowned, and the remainder

precipitately falling back."* According to

colonel Fischer's report,! i^ ^^^<^ i^^^ intention-

ally, but in marching too near the lake, that the

troops got into the water. The darkness of the

morning, added to the ignorance of the way,

might well entangle the men among the rocks

;

and the incessant showers of grape and mus-

ketry, which they had no means of returning,

threw them into confusion. This alone, without

the insufficiency of the scaling-ladders,—apiece

of important information, which we gain only

from the American accounts,—sufficiently ac-

counts for the entire failure of the attack, made

by the right British column upon the southern

extremity of the American works.

> The centre British column, at the head of

which was lieutenant-colonel Drummond, of the

104th, consisted of the flank companies of the

41st, and 104th (the latter reduced to about 80

men) regiments, and a party of seamen and

* Sketches of the War, p. 309. + A pp. No. 36.
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marines, in all,—not as Mr. Thomson says,

<'700,"* but 100 rank and file. The left column,

under the command of lieutenant-colonel Scott,

of the ludd regiment, was composed of that

regiment, 500 strong, supported by the flank

companies of the royal Scots, mustering, altoge-

ther, not *' 800,"* but 650 rank and file. As

the proceedings of these two columns are much
more fully detailed in the American, than in

the British account, we shall transcribe nearly

the whole of the former, deferring to the conclu-

sion, our own remarks upon such inaccuracies as

it may contain. ... ..

** The attack from the centre and left co-

lumns," says Mr. Thomson, **^ was reserved until

the contest became very animated between

colonel Fischer's column, and the troops upon

the left. From the line of defences, between

the Douglass battery and the fort, and from

those in front of the garrison, lieutenant-general

Drumraond supposed reinforcements would be

drawn to the aid of the southern extremity of

the works ; and, with this view, had given greater

strength to his right, than to his other columns*,

and intended to avail himself of the consequent

weakened state, of the north and south-east

angles ofthe American post. The piquet being

driven in, the approach of lieutenant-colonel

I tt'-|^^ > > * Sketches of the War, p. 310.
'''''''
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Drummond was heard from the ravine, and

colonel Scott's column at the same time ad-

vanced along the margin of the water. From

the salient bastion of the fort, captain Williams

immediately opened his fire upon the centre

column, whilst the approach of colonel Scott

w^as attempted to be checked by the Douglass

battery, and captains Boughton and Harding's

New York and Pennsylvania volunteers, on its

right ; the 9th infantry, under captain Foster,

on its left ; and a 6-pounder, planted at that

point, under the management of colonel M'Ree.

At 50 yards distance from the line, the enemy's

left column made a momentary pause, and in-

stantly recoiled from the fire of the cannon and

musketry. But the centre column, having ad**

vanced uponi every assailable point of the fort,

ill detiance of the rapid and heavy discharges of

the artillery, and having ascended the parapet,

by means of a large number of scaling-ladders,

its ofiicers called out to the line, extending to

the lake, to desist firing ;—an artifice which suc-

ceeded so well, that the Douglass battery, and

the infantry, supposing the order to proceed

from the garrison, suspended their iSre, until the

deception was discovered. The lel't column, in

the mean time, recovered from its confusion,

and was led up to a second charge, from which

it was again repulsed, before it had an opportu-
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to

nity of planting the scaling-ladders, and with

the loss of its commander, and upwards of one-

third of its men. ' - t«o.''^^» ^»' ^ *^^ ^

" W hiist the second attempt was in operation,

the centre column was, with great difficulty,

thrown back from the salient bastion ; and the

troops within the fort were quickly reinforced

from general Ri[)ley's brigade, and general

Porter's volunteers. But, lieutenant-colonel

Drummond, actuated by a determination (not

to be Overcome by a single repulse) to force an

entrance into the garrison, and momentarily ex-

pecting the reserve to be ordered up by the lieu-

tenant-general, returned to the assault a second

and a third time. By the gallant efforts, how-

ever, of major Hindman and his artillery, and

the infantry detachment of major Trimble, he

was, each time, more signally repulsed than

before; and colonel Scott^s column having

withdrawn from the action, upon the fall of its

leader, lieuteiiant Douglass was busily engaged

in giving such a direction to the guns of his

battery, as to cut off the communication be-

tween Drummond's column, and the reserve of

lieutenant-colonel Tucker. The new bastions

which had been commeaoed for the enlargement

of the old Fort Erie, not being yet completed,

the only opposition which could be given to the;

enemy's approaches upon those points, was by

means of small arms. The batteries of captain

m
t ,

* I
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Biddle and captain Fanning (formerly Fon-

taine's) in the works intervening between Tow-

son's battery and the fort, were therefore opened

upon the enemy with great vivacity, and his

advances from the plane frequently checked by

those gallant and meritorious officers. •

>

" After this third repulse, lieutenant-colonel

Drummond, taking advantage of the darkness

of the morning, and of the heavy columns of

smoke, which concealed a!! objects from the

view of the garrison, moved his troops silently

round the ditch, repeated his charge, and re-

ascended his ladders with such velocity, as to

gain footing on the parapet, before any effectual

opposition could be made. Being in the very

midst of his men, he directed them to charge

vigorousl}^ with their pikes and bayonets, and

to show no quarter to any yielding soldier of the

garrison. This order was exec rled with the

utmost rapidity, and the most obs.tinate previous

parts of the engagement, formed no kind of

parallel to the violence and desperation of the

present conflict. Not all the efforts of major

Hindman and his command, nor n;ajor Trim-

ble's infantrv, nor a detachment of riflemen

under captain Birdsall, Who had posted himself

in the ravelin, opposite the gateway of the forf

,

could dislodge the determined and intrepid

enemy from the bastion ; though the deadly

etfects of their fire prevented his approaches
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beyond it. It was now in his entire possession.

The loss of their leader, colonel Drummond) did

not check the impetuosity of the enemy's

troops, and they continued the use of tlieir pikes

and small arms until the day broke, and repulsed

several furious charges made upon them by

detachments of the garrison. The approach of

day-light enabled both parties to give a mor(^

certain direction to their fire. The artillerists

had already severely suffered ; but, with those

that remained, and a reinforcing detachment of

infantry, major Hindman renewed his attempts

to drive the Britsih 41st and 104th from the

bastion.- Captain Birdsall,at the same moment,

drawing out his riflemen fror.i the ravelin,

rushed through the gateway into the fort, and

joining in the charge, received an accidental

wound from one of his own men. i«st as the

attack tailed. Detachments from the 1st bri-

gade, under captain Forster, were then intro-

duced over the interior bastion, to the assistance

of major Hindman; these detachments were to

charge at a different point of the salient, or

exterior bastion, and were handsomely led on

by captain Forster, and the assistant inspector-

general, major Hall. This charge also failed;

the passage up the bastion not being wide

enough to admit more than three men abreast. It

was frequently, however, repeated; and, though

it sometimes occasioned much slaughter among

m̂
;i
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i:.
the enemy's infantry, was invariably repulsed;

By the operations of the artillery, from a demi-

bastion in the fort, and the continual blaze of

fire from the small-arms, added to the effects of

the repeated charges, the enemy's column, being

considerably cut up, and many of its principal

officers wounded, began to recoil ; which, being

observed by the besieged party, and tlie contest

liaving entirely subsided on the left flank of the

works, reinforcements were brought up from

that point, and many of the enemy's troops, in

a few moments, thrown from the bastion. '

*' The British reserve was now expected to

come up : the guns at the Douglass battery had

by this time been turned so as to enfilade that

column in its approach ; captain Fanning was

already playing upon the enemy with great

effect ; and captain Biddle was ordered to post

a piece of artillery, so as to enfilade the salient

glacis. This piece was served with uncommon
vivacity, notwithstanding captain Biddle had

been severely wounded in the shoulder. All

these preparations being made for an effectual

operation upon the enemy's remaining column,

and from the dreadful carnage which had already

taken place, it was scarcely supposed that he

would continue the assault much longer. But

a or 400 men of the reserve, were about to rush

upon the parapet to the assistance of those

recoiling, when a tremendous and dreadful
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ose

ill!

explosion took place, under the platform, which

carried away the bastion, and all who happened

to be upon it. The enemy's reserve immediately

fell back, and in a short time the contest termi-

nated in the entire defeat of the assailants, who
returned with the shattered columns to their

encampment. On retiring from the assault,

accordinj^ to the report of general Gaines, tlie

British army left upon the field 222 killed,

among whom were 14 othcers of distinction ;

174 wounded ; and 180 prisoners, making a

total of582. Others, who were slightly wounded,

had been carried to their works. The official

account of lieutenant-general Drummond does

not acknowledge so large a number in killed,

but makes the aggregate loss much greater.

His adjutant-general reported, 57 killed ; 309

wounded ; and 639 missing—in all 905.
"f

The

American loss amounted to 17 killed ; 56 wou«?c!-

ed ; and one lieutenant, who was thrown over

the parapet, while defending the bastion, and

10 privates, prisoners ;—in all 84 men."*

We are certainly much indebted to the writer

who furnished Mr. Thomson with this very

full account. " The tremendous and dreadful

explosion, wliich carried away the bastion, and

all who happened to be upon it," and which, it

is believed, ,vas merely accidental, as satisfac-

torily explains, why tlie attack failed upon the

right and centre, as the want of flints, and the

* Sketchei of the War, p. .112. t App. No. 37.

VOL. II. N
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shortness of the scaling-ladders, upon the left,

of the American works at Fort-Erie. If the

*' British 41st and 104th," as whole regiments,

could extort a compliment for what they were

supposed to have done, what would the Ameri-

cans have said, had they known, that ''the

determined and intrepid enemy," who could

not be dislodged from the bastion, were the

flank-companies ow/i/ of those regiments, assisted

by a party of seamen and marines,* the whole

numbering but 190 rank and file? i»fM»w I v?.

' By an iViacconntable inadvertency, Mr. Thom-
son has overlooked the statement he gave of

the British force, just previous to the attack.

We then had, he says, " 5352 men." Let

us see how he disposes of this force at the

time of the assault. Colonel Fischer's column

he states at 1300, colonel Drummond's, at 700,

and colonel Scott's, at 800, in all, 2800 ; leaving

2552 men, for the reserve, which consisted,

he saj's, of ** the royals, another part of De

Watteville's regiment, the Glongurinns, and

the incorporated militia, under lieutenant-

colonel Tucker."! Taking the outside of all

the American estimates of the detailed parts of

this reserve^ we cannot make it amount to more

than 1200 men :—what then hccome of the

remaining 1352? "J'he fact is, the reserve

amounted to 1000 men only; and consisted of

the battalion-companies of tlie royal Scots, six

* All wounded, App. No. 35. + Sketches of the War, p. 308.
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companies of the 41st, the Glengarry regiment,

and the incorporated militia. So that the Bri-

tish force engaged in the assault upon Fort-Erie,

did not exceed 2140 men. « ' •
'-^^

In general Gaines's first letter, not a word

appears about the " tremendous and dreadful

explosion." The bastion, says the American

general, " was regained at the point of the

bayonet." * We wish, for his sake, that we had

his second letter to refer to. At all events, Mr.

O'Connor, who professes to compile ** carefully

from official documents," is equally silent about

the explosion ; declaring, to the same effect as

the general, that " the bastion was re -taken by

the greatest display of courage and exertion." j*

May not such a catastrophe, as the blowing

ijito the air of, according to an American letter-

writer, '* 200 British," have merited the no-

lice, if not have awakened the sympathy, of the

reverend Dr. Smith ? Here follows his whole

account :
— *' General Drummoiid, on the 15th

of August, attempted to storm the fort, but was

repulsed with the loss of 600 men, one-half of

whom were slain. The assault, and defence

were of the same desperate character wiih the

battles of Chippeway and INiagara r and could

not fail to inspire tlie British oHicers and sol-

diers, with high ideas of the discipline and

courage of the American army." J Yet, when

• App. No. 38. + Hisfory of the War, p. "260.

X History of the Unite^l States, Vol. 111. [u 313.

N 2
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200 Americans, along with general Pike, were

blown up at the capture of York, doctor Smith

could find room to tell us, that they were ** terri-

bly mangled ;"* and Mr. O'Connor himself

there gave a very circumstantial account of the

^^ tremendous explosion."t 1 wo short extracts

from Mr. O'Connor's book will shew, that he was

almost as much '* gladdened" as general Gaines,

at our discomfiture before Fort-Erie. '^ The

assault,*' says he, ^^ was of that desperate nature,

that was calculated to rub awav the stains of

former defeats, to resuscitate the sinking charms

of an assumed invincibility, and save the British

general from contempt, and perhaps disgrace.'^

—" The invincibles were, however, destined to

experience another defeat ; and the Americans

added another wreath to the laurels, with which

they were already so plentifullj^ blessed." J .., .

According to some letters from sir George

Prevost to lieutenant-general Drummond, which

were intercepted by the Americans, and after-

wards published in all the journals, both Ame-

rican and Britisli, the lieutenant-general was

blamed for making the attack ; sir George adding

:

"It is not in reproach of its failure that I observe

to you, that night-attacks made with heavy

troops, are, in my opinion, very objectionable.'"

How far this may be the case, we will not pretend

to decide ; but we think there appears, in both of

* History of the United States, Vol. HI. p. 230.

t History of the War, p. 83. | Ibid. p. 260

i '>.
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sir George's letters, though somewhat obscurely

expressed, sufficient to account for the '* hesita-

tion" and ** consternation" of the right column.

In one letter, he says, alluding to De Watteville's

regiment :
**

I am told they were deprived of their

flints." In the other, he says :
*' It is to be inferred,

from lieutenant-colonel Fischer's report, and

your statement, that the right column was not

sufficiently prepared for the obstacles it had to

surmount, in attaining the point of attack."

—

What can this mean, but that the scaling-ladders

were too short ? And yet neither general Drum-
mond's, nor colonel Fischer's, official report

contains a word about scaiing-ladders ; nor,

indeed, in the present shape of those letters, any

thing from which an inference can be drawn,
** that the right column was not sufficiently pre-

pared for the obstacles it had to surmount."

Had the British right possessed the means of

scaling the Morks, the enemy's right would not

have been so strongly reinforced, nor colonel

Drummond's column been delayed at the fatal

bastion ; and, consequently, the assault upon

Fort-Erie, although " performed in the dark,"

would have been crowned with success.

The Americans will not allow us to give an

uninterrupted detail of open and honorable

warfare. Among several petty outrages upon

private property, one that occurred on Lake

Erie is too heinous to pass unnoticed. On the

16th of August, a party of about 100 Americans

j,t ^.

<
«
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and Indians landed at Port-l'albut on that lake;

and robbed 50 heads of families of all tlieir

horses, and of every article of household furni-

ture, and weiiring apparel, belonging to

them. The number of individuals wlio were

thus thrown naked and destitute upon the world,

amounted to 49 men, 37 women,—ttiree of the

latter, and two of the former, nearly 70 years

of age,—and 148 children. A great many of

the more respectable inhabitants were not only

robbed, but carried off* as prisoners : among

them, a member of the house of assentbly, Mr.

Ijarnwell, though ill of the fewr and ague. An
authenticated account of this most atrocious

proceeding, delivered in by colonel Talbot, the

owner of the settlement, stands upon the records

of the ** Loyal and Patriotic Society of I pp^r

Canada;'* yet not a whisper on the subject

has escaped any one American historian.

Early in the spring of 1814, when general

Winder left Quebec tor the United States, on

his parole, he was understood to be the bearer,

from sir George Frevost, of another proposition

for an armistice. The American government

very gladly published the fact ; if only to show

to the world, who was the first to cry out. At the

same time, the annoyance felt from the British

fleet in the Chesapeake, which was not, like the

river St. Lawrence, shut up during the winter

months, rendered desirable, a cessation of

hostilities by water, a» well as land. A flag of
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truce was, tlierufore, cUsj)al( litd to the British

admiral, to know if he hud autliority to extend

the artuistice in the manner required. Sir

Alexander Cochrane very readily answered,

—

that he had heen sent out to fight, not to nego-

tiate ; and thus the affair ended.

Previous to general M inder's departure from

Quebec, a convention was entered into between

him and colonel Baynes, the adjutant-general

of the Canadas, and, on the 15th of April, con-

firmed by sir George Prevost ; stipulating, that

all prisoners of war, except the hostages then in

detention, should be mutually exchanged and

delivered up, with all convenient expedition, so

as to be able to serve, and carry arms, on the 15th

of the ensuing May- In immediate fulfilment of

our part of the agreement, all American prisoners

in Canada and Nova Scotia were released from

confinement ; and many of the officers were actu-

ally engaged in the battles of July and August,

upon the J\ iagara-frontier. This agreement for

a mutual exchange was hailed with joy by the

British officers and privates, taken on Lake Erie,

and at the battle of the Moravian-town ; and

who were still eking out their days in Frankfort

penitentiary, * and other prisons in the western

country. So shamefully, however, did the

American government behave on the occa-

sion, that these poor fellows, who had been

so long and so rigorously confined, were not

Sec Vol. I. p. 2U8.

ty.
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allowed to march from their respective pri-

sons, till long after the period when they

ought to have been again under arms in the

service of their country. And even when they

^ did get away, they were not taken to the most

contiguous British port, but marched through

the state of Ohio, during the sickly season, to

Sandusky, by far the most unhealthy spot of

any upon the North-American lakes. When
there, no vessel was ready to receive them

;

although the American journalists were still

boasting, that they had our fleet, and their own
too, upon this very lake. While waiting at San-

dusky for a conveyance, nearly all the officers and

.men became ill of, and many fell victims to,

the prevailing disease, or lake-fever. At last,

towards the end of August, came a small trans-

port; which took on board a portion of the

sufferers, and landed them at Long-Point. We
are often told how active the Americans are upon

the water, and what quick trips they can make

ll>etwixt ports on the ocean. Unfortunately,

none of this activity was displayed in trans-

porting the British prisoners across Lake Erie

;

for the last division did not arrive at Long-Point,

till the middle of October. The few sdrvivors

were but the shadows of what they had been:

all had contracted disease ; many died after thc^r

« arrival in Canada; and scarcely a man of the

remainder was again fit for active service. -^
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CHAPTER XVI.

Determination of the United States to repossess

^ Fort-Michilimacinac—British reinforcement sent

... to the garrison—Perils of the voyage across Lake

Huron—Arrival of the reinforcement in safety

—Expedition from Michilimacinac to Prairie

du Chien^ on the Mississippi—Its arrival oppo-

site thefort—Repulse of a heavy American gun'

boat—Surrender of the post to the British"^

American expedition to Lake Huron—Shameful

proceedings of the Americg,ns at St, Mary*sfalls
—Reduced state of the garrison at Michilimaci-

£ wflc

—

Attack upon that post by the American

^ fleet and tpaops— Their repulse and retreat—
Destruction by the Americans of a small block-

house and vessel at Nattawassaga— Departure

i. of the American commodore to Lake Erie—

Boat-expedition against the United States* schoo-

ners Scorpion and Tigress, left to blockade Michi-

limacinaC'-^Capture ofbothschotmerSyandobtain-

ment of iH command ofLake Huron,

»,*

m

HThE recovery of Fort-Michilimacinac* bad

long been seriously contemplated by the Ame-
* See Vol. I. p. 60. ^«n|!».

4



'I

i

>-.',|:

186 MILITARY OCCUIIRENCES BBTIVBEN

rican government ; and, but for the lateness of

the season when the command of Lake Erie, and

the expulsion of the British from the shores of

the Detroit, had opened the way for an expedi-

tion to Lake Huron, the second north-western

campaign would not have been allowed to close,

till that object had been accomplished. On the

other hand, the necessity of retaining a post, so

favorably situated, in thehandhofan enemy, for

annoying the north-western trade, seems early to

havepressed itselfupon si rGeorge Pre vost's mind

;

and, in the beginning of April, a small rein-

forcement, placed under the orders of that active

and zealous officer, lieutenant-colonel JVl'Douall,

was forwarded, by a back route, to the little

garrison at Michilimacinac.

On the SSdof April, this reinforcement, con-

sisting of a company of the royal Newfoundland

regiment, with two or three 6 and ^-pounders;

a few Canadian volunteers ; and a lieutenant,

and 22 subordinate officers and seamen, of the

Lake Ontario squadron, altogether under 90

men, departed, in 24 batteaux, deeply laden

with provisions and military stores, from Natta>

wassaga creek, en Lake liuron. Not the most

experienced navigator of the ocean can form

an idea of the storms that rage, and the perils

that are to be encountered, upon the larger'

North-American lakes ; especially, in the winter

season, when immense fields of ice overspread
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the surface; and when the intensity of the

cold can scarcely be endured by the hardiest

frame. On the 18th of May, after a boister-

ous passage of 25 days, 19 of them a con-

tinued struggle with the elements, the little

expedition, with the loss of one baitteaux only,

but not of h^r crew or lading, arrived in safety

at Michiiimacinac. The conduct of both ofii<-

cers and men, in this hazardous enterprise, of

which the difficulties and dangers were of the

most discouraging kind* cannot be sufficiently

praised. Their arrival was greeted by the

garrison with the liveliest joy ; and colonel

M^Uouall instantly set about sti^ngthening>his

post, in order to meet the expected attack frcnn

the formidable fleet of Lake £rie. ^ r
,

Soon after colonel M*Douall's arrival, a

body of western Indians, under Mr. Dixon,

joined the garrison ; and others kept flocking to

the fort, in sufficient numbers by tbe end of

June, to warrant an expedition against the late

Indian post of Prairie du Chien, on the Missis-

sippij distant about 1400 miles from its mouth,

and 45iO from Michiiimacinac ; and wbicli had,

since the 2d of the mouthy been taken possessioii

of by an American force, under general Clark,

from St. Louis, on the Missouri. A St. Louis

newspaper-editor, after declaring the seizure of

.

this defenceless post to have been a *' hazardous

it

Hj;
't
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enterprise," proceeds thus: ** Every attention

was directed to the erection of a temporarj' place

calculated for defence : 60 rank and file of major

Taylor's company of the 7th regiment, under

command of lieutenant Perkins, took possession

of the hous^formerly occupied by the old Mac-

kinaw company, and a new fort was progressing,

on a most commanding spot, when the governor

left the Prairie. The farms of Prairie du Chien

are in high cultivation, 2 or 300 barrels of flour

may be made this season, besides a quantity of

corn. Horses and cattle are in abundance. Two
of the largest boats were left under the command
of aide de camp Kennely, and captains Sullivan

and Vieser, whose force amounts to 1t35 dauntless

young' fellows from this country. The regulars,

under lieutenant Perkins, are stationed on shore;

and are assisted by the volunteers, in the erec-

tion of the new fort." All this preparation

proves the post of Prairie du Chien to have been

of some consequence, and gives proportionate

importance to the expedition sent to attenipt

its reduction. The detachment for that service

consisted ofMichigan fencibles, Canadian Tolun-

teers, and officers of the Indian detachment,

numbering, altogether, 150; one serjeant of

artillery with a 3-pounder field-piece, and 500

Indians, the whole commanded by lieutenant-

colonel M'Kay, of the Michigan fencibles.
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The route was down Green bay and Fox river

;

near to the confluence of which with the Miositt-

ftippi, the post of Prairie duChien was situate.

On the 17th of July the barges arrived in

front of the village, behind which, on a com-

manding eminence, was the fort, containing two

block-houses, and mounting, besides swivels,

one 3 and one 6-pounder. In the middle of the

river was stationed a very large gun-boat, of 70

feet keel, named the Governor Clark, mounting

14 pieces of cannon, some 6 and 3-pounders, the

remainder cohorns ; and manned with 70 oic

80 men, fully armed. This floating block-

house is described to have been so constructed,

as to be rowed in any direction, and to enable

the crew to use their own small-arms, while they

remain, perfectly sheltered from those of an

enemy.* Against this formidable gun-boat,

colonel M^Kay, on the afternoon of his arrival,

having in vain summoned the fort to surrender,

directed his 3-pounder ; which was so ably

served, thai, in three hours, the '< dauntless

fellows" on board the Governor Clark cut he.

cable, and dropped down the current, out o.

reach of further annoyance. Colonel M'Kay

had now to reduce the fort, with his remaining

six round shot, (including three of the enemy's,

which had been picked up,) and with such leaden

bullets as his party could make. Having pre-

• App. Nq. 39.
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pared every thing, and being about to put the

first ball into the 3-pounder, a flag was hung

out from the fort ; and the American garrison,

numbering 61 combatants, each possessed of a

stand of arms, surrendered as prisoners of war.*

Great credit is due to colonel M*Kaj, and the

whole of the white persons with him^ as well

for their proceedings against the enemy, as for

their active and successful exertions, in pre-

venting the Indians, although so numerous,

from plundering the prisoners, or the inhabi-

tants of the place. Neither the dislodgement

of the Americans from Prairie du Chien, nor the

aflair between the Indians and the American

armed barges, ascending the Mississipi, de-

tailed in colonel McKay's letter,* is noticed in

any American history that we have seen.

Unexpected difficulties in ascending the straits

of St. Clair, with large vessels, had delayed,

until the 12th of July, the arrival, at Fort

Ciatroit, near tiie foot of Lake Huron, of the

Anlerican expedition against Michilimacinac.

1 he vessels were the Niagara, St. Lawrence, and

Caledonia brigs, and the Scorpion and Tigress,

schooners, measuring, altogether, 1170 tons

;

and whose united strength, when employed as

part of the force against captain Barclay's fleet,

amounted to 46 heavy guns, and 420 men.f

The troops that were at present on board, con-

! . * A pp. No. 39.

f James's Nav. Occur, p. 286—05.
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sisted, as far ns we can gather from the American

accounts, of 740 rank and file, under the com*

man(d of lieutenant-colonel Croghan.

On the 20th of July, the American fleet cast

atichor off the 6ld, and then abandoned, military

post at the island of St. Joseph ; the few houses

up6n which^ a partywas sent oh shore to destroy.

Thatserticeperformed, a detachment ofinfantry

and Artillery, numbering about 280 rank and

file, and^commanded by major Holmes, of the

32d' regiment, embarked in th^ barges of the

fleet; nndi^r^he directions of lieutenant Turner,

of tW6 United' States* navy ; and? proceeded up

th)e St. Mary's strait, th the north-west com-

pany's settlemc^nt at the falls ; w here, as neither

trbbpis nor Indians were present, the AmericanK

landed, on the 23d, without the sliglitent oppo-

^itioii,-'***^^'*'*^ '^^ ij.^iii.i-ji".*... ,4i-i:,'>Mit»'i -i^Uj. .

^^ Th^few inhabitants of tlie place were, at this

tidne, Employed in fishing, or in haymakings,

ithd' bther'husbandry c6ncerns ; but their peace-

alild demeanor and innocent avocations only

exp6^ed th^M the iifibr^ to the brutal rage of

major Holmes and his piarty. Some of the acts

of the American^ bt St. Mary's will not bear

recltJll : suffiee it, that they not only destroy^

the' whole of the property belonging to the

north*west company which' had not been pre-

viously removed, including their houses, stores,

and vessels ; but killed their cattle, carried off.
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as prisoners, several of the engagees, tore down
the defences, destroyed the gardens, pilfered the

furniture, and, in some instances, the cloaths

from even the childrens* backs.

Mr. Thomson is very brief, and doctor Smith

quite silent,, upon the business at SU Mary's

:

not so Mr. O'Connor. He admits the seizure of

the north-west company's property, but agrees

with major Holmes, in considering, that '^ it was

good prize, by the maritime law of nations, as

recognized in the English courts ;" as well as

because the company's agent, '* Johnson, acted

the infamous part of a traitor ; having been a

citizen and magistrate of the Michigan territory^

before the war, and at its commencement,

and now discharging the functions of magistrate

under the British government."* The proprie-

tors of the tobacco, captured by the British in

the Chesapeake, will not thank Mr. O'Connor,

for thus admitting, that merchandize, on shore

as well as a-float, is " good prize ;" nor will the

American government be well pleased with his

unqualified avowal, that the '' part of a traitor"

can be at all ** infamous." Lieutenant Turner/

in a letter to captain Sinclair, follows up \i\^

account of the destruction of the north-west

company's goods, *' amounting in value to from

50 to 100000 dollars," with :— ** All private

property was, according to jiour orders,

respected." He thus, cleverly eaou^li^ T^^^T^^

* History of the War. p. 204.

m
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the distinction between the company's, or

*^ Indian floods," and ** private property ;** and,

at the same time, hopes to free the nava.l part

of the expedition to St. Mary's, from any con*

cern in the enormities that were committed

R^ The absence of the detachment of militia and

Indians under colonel M*Kay, and of lieutenant-

Worseley and his seamen, who had proceeded to

Nattawassaga in the north-west compiiny't

schooner Nancy, for a fresh supply of pirovi*

sions for the garrison^ reduced colonel iVI'Doiiairs;

force to 100 regulars, militia, and Indians, with

a 3 and 6'pounder, but np artillery-officer tO:

direct the use of them. On the 2Qth of July,

commodore Sinclain'a , fleet, appeared off thci(

island to reconnoitre ; but no attempt was made

to disembark the troops till the morning of the

4th .of August. The i^essels then anchoi^

close to the beach, at Dowsmans farm; situate

at the back of the island ; a spot that had been,

pointed out by one of the old residents of the

place.- .The ground was cleared in front, and

formed a gentle slope, which enabled the vessels,

by their grape and canister, to coyerthe landing

of the troops, in the most eflfectual manner.

Colonel M'DouplI posted his little force in a

very masterly manner, and repM^^ every effort

of the Ameificans to approaptp^ the forj.^. , C!?yp.-

,i'ut\ ff It. -
; .*;App. No. 40.''( *»ffi *to h^ii lutii

VOL. II.
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tain Sinclair gtvcai the following account of hit-

,

reception :—** Michilimacinae is, by nature, a

perfect Gibraltar, being a high inacceMible rock

on every side, except the west ; from which, to

the heights, you hare nearly two miles to pase

through a wood, so thick, that our men were

shot in every direction, and within a few jrardi

of them> without being able to see the Indiana

who did it ; and a height was scarcely gained,

befbre there was another within dO or 100 yards

commanding it, where breastworks were erected

and cannon opened on them. Several of these

were charged, and the enemy driven from them

;

but it wai^ soon found, the further our troopa

advanced, the stronger the enemy became, and

the weaker and more bewildered our force were.

Several of the commanding officers were picked

out, and killed or wounded by the savages,

without seeing any of them. The men were

getting lost, and falling into confusion, natural

under such circumstances ; which demanded an

immediate retreat, or a total defeat and generai

massacre must have ensued. This was conducted

ki a masterly manner by colonel Croghan, who
had lost the aid of that valuable, and ever-to-

be lamented officer, mi^r Holmes, viho, with

captain Van Horn, was killed by the Indians."

Mr. O'Connor inibrms us, that it was the deatli

ofJmyor Holmes and captain Desha, that ** threw

that part of the line into confusion, from which
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it was found impoMible to recover it;'' and

that lieutenant Morgan brought vp a light

piece, to relieve the left, which was suffering

from a galling fire. The Americans retreated

to their shipping, on the same evening, in

the utmost haste and confukion;*^ which^ as

all that were alive and well got clear off,

was certainly '* in a masterly manner." Seven-

teen of their dead were left on the ground ; and

the loss, on our part, was only one Indian

killed. As there were but 60 Indians upon the

island ; and, as few, if any, could approach from

the main, while the American shipping lay off,

captain Sinclair paid no very high compliment

to the *' hero of Sandusky,* and his 5 or 60O

troops, in ascribing the retreat to the dread of

'* a general maseacre.*' Mr. Thompson, hdw«

ever, declares that the Indians alone ** exceeded

the strength of colonel Croghan's detachment ;*'

and that this ** intrepid young ofiicer*' was

compelled to withdraw his forces, after having

sustained a loss of 66 killed, wounded, and

missing, f ''i- -*>- -M»i *,

Having obtained intelligence that lieutenant

Worseley, with the Nancy schooner, was at Nat*

tawassaga, captain Sinelair, first despatching

the St, L4iwrence and Caledonia brigs, with a

portion of the troops, to co-operate with the

JU'.! """. ^."' z - r-."* -""** Li- ^-.F^H -^tw.sf-* f*

W »

*^^- •App. No.40.

n-i^^ t Sketches of tlieWat^pbSSO. l^'^'*

o a

im
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American army at FortoErie, proceeded with

tbe remainder, anunuiting, including the crew

of the Niagara, to '* 450 souls/'* to attack a

post deemed far less difficult of reduction, than

the '^ Gibraltar,'' from which he and colonel

Croghan had just been repulsed. The Nancy

was lying about two miles up the Nattawassaga,

under the protection of a block-house, situate

on the south-east side of the river, which here

runs parallel to, and forms a narrow peninsnlli

with, the shore of Gloucester bay« This enabled

captain Sin^laii' to anchorhis vessels within good

battering distance ofthe bl^k-house. A spirited

cannon^e was kept up between the latter, where

a6-pounder wsis,mounts, (besides two 24-pouiid

carronades on the ground,] and the three Ame-
rican vessels outside, composed of the Niagara,

AiQuntiiig eighteend2-pound carronades, and two

long 12-poundei's, and the Tigress and Scorpion,

mounting, between them, one long 12, and two

long 34^pottnders. In addition to this force^ a

5^ inch howitzer, with a suitable detachment of

artillery, had been landed on the peninsula.

Against these 34 pieces of cannon, and upwards

of 500 men, were opposed. One piece of cannon,

and 523 officers and seamen.. Further resistance

was in vain ; and, just as lieutenant Worseley

had prepared a train, leading to the Nancy. from

the block-house, one of the enemy's shells burst

* Captain Sia^lajr'fJe^ttr^ of date,i September 3.

*' ^



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMfiHKTA.t^ 107

in the latter, and both the bloGk-hoiise an^ the

vessel were presently blown up. Lieutenant

Wbrseley and his men escaped in their boat

up the river; and, fortunately, the whole of

the north-west company's richly laden cano^,

bonifid across the lake, escaped, also, into Freni^h

riyer. After having thus led to the destriieiion

of a Vessel, which the American commander bad

the modesty to describe as—*' his Britannic

majesty's schooner Nancy,"—captain Sinclair

departed for Lake Erie; leaving the Tigress and

Scorpion to blockade the Nattawassaga, and,

as that was the only route by which supplies

could be readily forwarded, starve the garrison

bfMichilimacinac into a surrender, ''< t^'i J.i.<

' After remaining at their station for a few days,

the two American schooners took a trip to the

neighbourhood of St. Joseph's. Here they were

discbvered, on the 25th of August, by some

Indians on their way to Michilimacinac. On
the 91st, lieutenant Worseley and his men arrived

at the garrison ; bringing intelligence that the

two schooners were five leagues apart. An im-

mediate attempt to eifect their capture was^

therefore, resolved upon; and, on the evening

of the Ist of September, lieutenant Worseley,

and bis party, composed of midshipman DoIk

son, one gunner's mate, and 17 seamen, re-

embarked in their boat ; and lieutenant Bulger,

of the royal Newfoundland regimeut, along with

rm
ill
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two lieutenants, two seijeants, six corporals, and

50 rank and file, of his own corps, one hospital-

mate, one bombardier and one gunner of the

f^yal Urtillerj, with a 3 and 6-pounder ; m^or
Dickson, superintendent of Indian aiikirs, four

others of the Indian department, and three

Indian chiefs, making a total of 93 persons,

embarked on board three other boats. It was

sun-down on the 2d, before the boats arrived at

the Detour, or entrance of St. Mary's strait; and

not till the next day, that the exact situation

of the enemy's vessels became known. At six

o'clock that evening, the boats pulled for the

nearest vessel, ascertained to be at anchor about

six miles off* A body of Indians, which had

accompanied the expedition from Michilimaci-

nac, remained three miles in the rear ; and, at

nine o'clock, the schooner appeared in sight.

The latter, as soon as she discovered the boats,

which was not till they had approached within

100 yards of her, opened a smart fire from her

long 24-pounder and musketry. The boats,

however, advanci^ rapidly ; and, two boarding

her on each side, carried, in Ave minutes, the

United States* schooner Tigress, of one long

224^pounder, on a pivot*carriage, and 38 officers

and men. * The British loss was, two seamen

killed; lieutenant Bulger, and four or Ave sol*

diers and seamen, wounded. The American

1
1 i i fv 2 • NatioMl lotelligencer, ^ iily 90, 1 81 5. m f f i :>

»k
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ioM, three meo, including one or two officen,

wounded.

^ On the morning of the 4tbt the prisoners were

ient in one of the boats, under a guard, to

Michilimacinac; and preparation* were ndade

to attack the other schooner, which was under-

stood to be ai anchor 15 miles further down.

Lieutenant Bulger, in his letter,* describes the

arrangement that was made ; and which resulted

in the capture of the United States' schooner'

Scorpion, manned with ^0 officers aud men;*
and carrying one long 24, and, in her bold,

one long 13-pounder. Her loss amounted to

two killed, and two wounded ; ours to one or

two soldiers wounded ; making the total British

loss, in capturing the two vessels, amount tp

three killed, and eight wounded. It is a singu^

lar, and somewhat ludicrous fact, that the ac-

count of the loss of these vessels bad rei^hed

Washington, a week, at least, before Mr. Madison

said: *^ A part of the squadron of Lake Erie

has been extended to LAke Huron, and has pro-

duced the advantage ofdisplaying our command
of that lake also."

t

The Scorpion measured 68§ feet upon deck,

and 18^ feet extreme breadth ; the Tigress 60|

feet upon deck, and 17^ feet extreme breadth

:

90 that these two American '^ gun-boats
!'

• >
-'

•jrci App. No. 41. •^'"*''-"^*^w-"''"i'''-^fti f—

-

. t PEMideBt*s Speech, Sept. 20, 1814.

i
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averaged, according to British measurement,

100 tons. They had on board abundance of

shot, including some 32-pounders; and in

small^rms between them, 64 muskets, and 104

cutlasses and boarding*pikes. As a proof of

the Talue of these two schooners, now that they

were a-float upon Lake Huron, their hulls and

stores were appraised, by the proper officers, at

upwards of 16000A sterling. In another point of

iew, they were stii 1 more valuable. Commodore

Perry -s ' victory lisft the Americans without an

enettiy to fear upon' the lakes Erie and Huron ;

and yet do we find, sHll on board of the four f

sm<ill6st of bis niiie vessels, three times asinany

seamen, as were on board ali the " very superior

British fleet,'':t which that ** illustrious"Amencan

commodore, after an obstinate struggle, had

succeeded in capturing. «^^< u|i - i>n^ ,14^

l> Tile loss of the schooners Tigress and Scorpion

necessarily underwent, as soon as the officers

were discharged lirom imprisonment, ^e inves-

tigation of a court isfinquiiy. The British force

is there made,-^^* i|bout 900 sailors, soldiers,

and Indians ;'' which, had the latter been pre-

sent, was no great exiBggeration. Mr. Thornton,

not wishing to shock his readers with an account

so near akin to truth, says !
>v Lieutenant^colo-

nel M'Dowall supplied lieutenant Wonsley, of

i Including the Sorters and Ohio; lee p. 168.

% Jamos^s Naval Qcctirrencei, p. 304
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the navy, with 250 Indians, and a detaohment

of the Ne^yfbundland regiment, with whom, and

150 sailors, he attacked the schooners, on the

9th of September. After a severe struggle, in

which he lost a very disproportionate number

of killed and wounded, he carried the yessels,

and proceeded with them to Miohilimacinao^"t*

Mr. O'Connor, having a story at hand, which,

he thinks, will afford ten times as much gratifi-

cation as Mr. Thomson's^ omits the force on

either side, in order to insert the following :

—

*' Captain Arthur Sinclair, commanding the

United States^ naval force on the upper lakes,

states, in a letter to the secretary of the navy,

on the authority of sailing-master Champlin,

that ' the conduct of the enemy to our prisoners,

(the crew qT, the Tigress,) thus captured, and
the inhuman butchery of those who fell into

their hands, at the attack of Mackinack, has

been barbarous beyond a parallel. The former

have been plundered of almost every article of

clothing they possessed; the latter had their

hearts and livers taken out, which were actually

cooked and feasted on by the savages ; and that

too, in the quarters of the British officers, sanc-

tioned by colonel M^Dougall.'^'* Not to keep

the reader a moment in suspense, let him be

assured, that this '' heart and liver" story is not

Sketches of the War, p. 331,

r; ' + Historjr of the War, p. 266.

A
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••n hinted at in the proceedings of the court of

inquiry, (filling as thej do the column of a news-

|Miper,*) that tried the officers and crew of the

TigresH; and which court would, most gladly,

havepublished the fiict. And would doctor Smith
and Mr. Thomson, so ready at catching tales of

the sort, have let pass such an opportunity of

stigmatizing the British ? The most surprising

thing is, that it should he % ** fourth editioli,

lavised and cotrected/' wherein we find so dis-

gusting, and so flagitious a paragmph.

.JiQmk %:.* NsiioMl IateUig«neer, July 38, 1815.

*

o.^ I^»l> «isjii'fr .'»fc?jwltvii»;„- -^i^jyi*!^ Uumt^drti mlt
.
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*t^f^v^ 's^^ > CHAPTER XVII. *i«K -^sVy vm

.A. »-,^....,.»-^..^^- *% «-'ll%*«.^ » A

"4«

»K'

Astemhlag^ of troops in Lower Canada-^Contem'

"plated attack upon Sackett*§ Harbor-^Arrivai

\S. there ofgeneral Izard-^BritishcampatChambly

"^Marck of the left divinon towards Plattsburg

—Origin of the expedition—Arrival of the left

-'^ division near the lines, and correspondent retteat

\'^ ofmajor-general Macomh^-^low advance of the

Vv^ left division—Behaviour of the American militia

\t "^Description of Plattshurg'^Reqwired co-ope-

•i ration of the Champlam fleet-^ Comparative

-^^ force of the two squadront^^Jmportant parti-

^ culars from the Utters of " Vbritas'^-—J?^-

^ marks on the American official aecount^^Pri-

W soners and deserters—Loss on both sides^^Ame-

'\i riedn account^-^'Painied representation of the

"^ actionr—Subsequent death ofsir Osorge Prevost-^

(t^ Remarks uponphnsofconquest matured at a disf

^^^ tance—Rc'encampmeni of the left division of the

"»« British army in Lower Canada-^Proceedings of

the right ditisic/nr^Improved state of the de*

fences, and augmented force of the garrison, at

^> Fwt'Erie-^Effect of sickness and loss on the

.1 British-^Preparations for a sortie—State of the

British Works—Distance between ihem and the

4\
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British encampment—Advance of the American

sallying party'^State of the weather—Surprise

ofthe British piquets—Shirmish with the guard,

and capture of part of the batteries—Advance

of the American reserve-^-^Arfival of the support-

brigadefrom the British camp—Repulse of the

American troops^ and recovery of the captured

\ batteries^^Mutual loss—American account^^^

y Continued exposure and sickness of the . right

' diviiUm^^Its removal to a liealthier contiguous

spot, and subsequent retreat to Chippeway-^

General Ixard's departure from SacketVs Har-

bar — His cautious proceeding, and junction

with general Brown—Amount of the united

American forces—'Further retreat of general

Drummond-^Skirmish at ,Lyon*s creek'~»Bri'

iish command of Lake Ontario—A small rein-

forcement to the right division^-Retreat of the

American army to Fort-Erie^^A second rein-

forcement to the British'^Abandonmeni and

destruction of Fprt-Erie, and departure of

generals Izard and Brown from Upper Canada
—Distribution of both armies^ on the Niagara,

into winter qua^rters—State of alarm at Sackett's

Harbor— Two successive predatory incursions

into . the western parts of Upper Canada, \\

liCAVING Mr. Madison to profit by the

<' advantage'^ he has gained upon Lake Huron,

we hasten to Lower Canada ; where^ a force of

Vf.
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Brititi';^ regulars was now assembled, sufficient,

for the first time during the war, to give serious

alarni to the American government. During

thjB months ofJuliet and July, the Quebec papers

were continuallj announcing the arrival of

transports with troops, and those troops, too,

such as, under Wellington, had hitherto carried

all before them. . When the people of the Ca-

nadas began to reflect, how sparingly they had

been supplied with troops, in the first two years

of the war, a very familiar proverb could not

fail to press upon their thoughts. When, again,

they sf|w nothing but petty reinforcements Ment

to general Drummond on the Niagara, and that

the important post of Sackett's Harbor was still a

flourishing depot in the hands ofthe enemy,what

rational man amongthem couldcome to any other

conclusion, than that tlie commander-in-chief

was deteriiiised to wipe away the disgrace he had

incurred in the May of the preceding year?*

Sir George* did. certainly say something, in his

intercepted letters to lieutenant-general Drum-

mond, about ordering a brigade of troops,

under major-general Kempt, to Kingston, for

the purpose of attacking SackettV Harbor;

Although, at the same time, he miist have

known, that our fleet was not in a sitnatibh to

appear on the lake ;^ nor likely to be so, till the

new IQO-gun-ship/was launched. So satisfied

-*Mit> iv (•*«?'• S«e Vol. I. p. 172.'^-'**^** ' '^ -'.*•'

il
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wert the Americaiif, that Sackttfs Harbor

would be the first point of attack, even if sir

George had tocroM the St. Lawrence, and march

overland, that general Izard, on the 1st of Sep-

tember, broke up his encampment at Platts-

burg, and marched there with between 3 and

4000 regulars, imii ^2tl(' iiimli'HV 'i*:)im;i ^* ai^wt

If any any thing could raise British courage

beyond its accustomed height, it was, surely, the

emulation which existed between the troops that

had recently arrived from the Peninsula, and
those that had been originally allotted for the

defence of the Canadas: the one, highlyjealous

of the reputation they had already gained ; the

other, equally so, of their local experience,

^nd of the dressing they had several times given

to superior numbers of the very same enemy,

against whom the two united bodies were now
about to act. Under these circumstances, will

any one, except an American, say, that J 1000

of such troops would not have beaten, upon any
ground where evolutions could be practised^

17000 of the best troops which the United States

could have brought into the field ? A British

army, then, of 11000 men, with a proportionate

and most excellent train of artillery, commanded
in chief by sir George Prevost, and, under him,

by officers of the first distinction in the service,

left tlieir camp at Chambly, ** with a view,''

says the Americmi official account, *< of con-
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a

qneiing the countrj, at far rh Crown PotRt and

Ticooderoga."* Wear« here bound to acquit

•ir George Prevoit of being the framer of this

expedition. It originated in England.f

tt The approach of sir George's aruij, by

Odeli^town, to the line ofdemarcation, was the

signal for major-general Macomb, with the few

regttlars of general Izard's army left under his

command, to retire from the neighbourhood of

the Nnes, to Plattsbnrg. His abandoned camp

was entered by sir George Prevost on the 3d of

September. From this position the left division,

of about 7000 men, composed of all but the

reserveand heavy artillery, moved forward on the

4th, and halted on the dth, within eight miles of

Pfaittsburg; having advanced 2d miles within the

enemy's territory in the course of four days. On
the morning of the 6th, the left division pro-

ceeded on its march, major-general Power's, or

the right column advancing by the Beckman-

town road; and miyor-general Brisbane's co-

lumn,-—except one wing of Be Meuron's regi-

ment, left to keep up the communication with

the main body,—taking the road that runs pa-

rallel to Lake Cbamplain. At a bridge crossing

a creek that intersects this road, the American

general had stationed a small force, with two

iield*pieces, to abattis and obstruct the way. In

the meanwhile the right column, meeting with

.41. , App. No. 45. .ti f App. No. 43.

Jy '
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ho impediments to its progress, passed rapidly

on, 700 American militia,* upon whom '* the

Britiiih troops did not deign to fire, except by

their flankers and advanced patroles,"-)' retreat-

ing before it. General Macomb, out of com-

pliment to the regulars, perhaps, states that S50

of them, under miyor Wool, ** disputed the road

with great obstinacy ;*' yet, in almost the next

paragraph, admits that, after the detachment

of (HO regulars, with two field pieces, bad re-

tired from Dead creek, and joined miyor Wool,

and while the riflemen ** at rest,'' were pouring

in a destructive fire," and the fields-pieces doing

" considerable execution," *^ so undaunted was

the enemy, that he never deployed in his whole

march, always pressing on in column." The
rapid advance of miyor-general Power secured

miyor«-general Brisbane from any further oppo-

sition, than what he might experience from the

American gun>boiats and gallies. Notwithstand-

ing a heavy fire from their long 34 and 13^

pounders, the bridge across the crfek was pre-

sently re-constructed, and the left column moved

forward upon Plattsburg.iUnoi -, tbuti iUi>ia«.»iii

The village of Plattsburg coniairis ibout 70

houses and stores, and is situate on both sides

of the river Saranac, close to its confluence witb

I>ake Champlain. The statement in the British

oflicial account, that*' the column entered Platts*-

* Sketchei of the Wir, p. 318. .4Jr v+ App. No. 45.
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burg,"* muMt, therefore, be understood to mean,

^itiler the township of that name, or the small

portion of the village which was situate on the

north-side of the stream. It was to the south-side

that general Macomb, after taking up the planks

of the bridge, had retreated ; and it was ** on the

elevated ridge of land" forming its bank, that

the Americans erected their works. General

Macomb mentions three forts, and ^* two block-

ho^ises strongly fortified." One of the latter,

according to a grand panoramic view of the

action^ mounted three guns. We believe there

were from 15 to 20 guns in all ; most of them

of heavy caliber. There was, also, a large new

stone-mill, four stories high, that formed an

excellent position for the American riflemen.

It vt'as on the evening of the 6th, that the left

division arrived on the north^bank of this Sa-

ranaC. '* But," says Mr. Thompson, '* not all

the ga^lies, aided by the armament of the whole

flotilla; which then lay opposite Plattsburg^

under commodore MacdOnough, could have pre^

vented the capture of Macomb's army, after its

pftssage of the Saranac, had sir George Prevost

pushed his whole force upon th^ margin of that

stream. Like general Drummoiid, at Erie, he

made a pause^ in full view of the unfinished

>vorks of the Americans, and consumed five days

in erecting batteries, and throwing up breast*

VOL. II.
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work«, for the protection of his approaches. Of
this interval tho American general did not fail

t6 avail^ himself; and kept his troops constantly

employed in finishing li is line of redoubts."* The

reader n^ed scarcely to be reminded, that this is

•the same Platlsburg, at which colonel Murray^

with lOOO troops, landed; the rirer on which it

!stands, the same Saranac, up which the colonel

\-ascended^ three miles, to burn the enemy's bar-

,racks; and that those barracks were burnt, while

•an American regular army, more than twice as

strdng as general Macomb's, lay encamped in

the neighbourhood.f

Unfortunately, a service which one brigade of

the left division, had it been allowed to make the

attempt, would have most promptly and com-

pletely executed, was to be deferred, till a ship,

which had been launched only 11 days, was
armed, manned, and equipped ; and, with her

puny companions, ready to fight a much supe*

rior fleet of the enemy. There is no doubt that

orders were sent from home, for this ship to be

laid on the stocks, so that she might be ready

to co-operate in the Pjattsburg expedition. Six

days only after the Confiance had been launched,

and nine days before a crew arrived to man h^r,

%vas sir George's army already in the enemy'«

territory. If sir George's orders were so imp«-

* SkeUhct of the War, p. 310. f Sm Vol. I. p. 343—6.
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rative as t6 ft naval oo-operation, why did ht

not wait qaietly at his camp at Chambly, till

the new ship was fitted ; and then commence

his three days' march to Plattsburg? ^
*^A gentleman, residing near the scene ofaction,

has, under the signature of ** Veritas,'' so ably

descanted upon the merits of the Plattsbnrg

failure, that we cannot do better, than make an

extract from his interesting pamphlet;* Urst;

however, calling the reader's attention to our

statement of the action fought between the

Yival fleets ; wherein will b^b Seen detailed some

bf the many difliculties under which poor cap-

tain Dotf^nie laboured, 'f So much of that state-

ment as respects the relative force of the British

and American squadrons, cannot well be dis"

pensed tiith ; and is therefbrehere transcribed

:

** Cor^purative force of the two squadrons, ^^^

Bntifh.

Broadside^nie'fal t Long gnn^, 507

^ in pdniklt V Carrooades, ^58 '

lii to .\i.jvii€HV' • r—766

637

0'

Complemetits of men and boys,

Sice in tons, 1426

American.

588 ^^''—•*>f^ll

1104.^

960

J 2640."

?-»&»

» *

'• In order," |ays the writer of * Veritas,' " to

convey an accurate idea upon the subject of

the expedition to Plattsburg, by reasoning upon

sir George's official letter, I extract from it,

that, on the 3d of September, our army seized

mt tm'j m Published at Montreal, Upper Canada. «t^?f;<f i^

•tit>t|<|S f Jamet'i Na». Occur, p. 406— 36. (J^ «^^{; iVm .<f
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the enemj^s entrenched camp -at Champlain-

town (what a feat!) after it was abandoned by

thein ; that, on the 5th, the army halted within

8 miles of Plattsburg ; and, on the 6th, entered

Plattsburg, after reversing the position of the

enemy at Dead creek, which they abandoned

and left to be defended by the gun-boats. Sir

jGeorge then describes the position of the enemy

Rs upon an elevated ridge south of the Saranac,

with redoubts, $lc, armed with heavy ordnance^

with their flotilla, the Saratoga, Surprise, Tbun-

derer, Preble, and 10 gun>boat$, (which gun-

boats, please to remark, reader, were, a moment

before, said to be at Dead creek,) ' at anchor out

pf gun-shot from the shore.' He adds, that he

immediately communicated this circumstance

to captain Downie, who had the * Contiance,

Linnet, Broke, and Shannon,' (captain Pring

calls the latter the Chub and Finch,) * and 12

gun-boats,' and requested his co-operation;

(mark that ;) and^ in the mean time, batteries

were constructed. On the morning of the 1 Uh
our flotilla was seen over the isthmus of land';

(it seems he would not trust to his ears, in respect

to the scaling of the guns for alsignal as agreed

upon ;) when, immediately, certain brigades

Were ordered to advance to force the fordlof the

Saranac, and escalade the enemy's works iiport

the heights ; but, sarcely had the troops forced

a passage and ascended those heights, when he

heard the shout of victory (here his ears appear
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to have been pretty sharp) from the enemy's

works, in consequence of the flags of the Cony

fiance and Linnet being struck, (thej did not

strike within 15 minutes of each other,) and the

gun-boats flying. Finally, he adds, ' this un-

looked-for event, depriving me of the co-opera*

tion of the fleet,' (but, in the name of honor and

good faith, why did you not co-operate before ?)

* without which, the further prosecution of the

service was become impracticable, I did not

hesitate to arrest the course of the troops advanc-

ing to the attack, because the most complete

success would have been unavailing, and the

possession of the enemy'« works oflered no ad*

vantage to compensate for the loss we must have

sustained in acquiring possession of them.' ui.^^

** Now, would it not be supposed, that all this

was done in the time that sir George was turning

himself round from looking at the fleet, to look

at his troops, and vice versa I but, what must

the astonishment be, when it is found, that the

Conflance resisted two hours and a half, and

the Linnet 15 minutes longer! Surely the

troops, whose commander was so impatient to

see the fleet come up, ought to have been ready

to enter the enemy's works the moment they

did appear. Had they so entered, it is unques-

tionable that our fleet would have been victorir

ous ; or, had they been permitted to enter, even

when recalled, it is almost demonstrable that

the enemy's fleet must have surrendered, or ours

%A
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at leant, have been retaken. There may be some

truth in sir George's otilcial narrative, bqt much
is concealed. A letter was sent to captain

Downie, strongly urging him to come on, as the

army had been long waiting for his co-operation,

(stating, as a proof of it, that it had been under

arms from day-light the day before, in expecta-

tion of the fleet,) and closing with a hope, that

nothing but the state of the wind, prevented the

fleet from coming up. This last insinuation con-

veyed more meaningthan meets the ear, as if hint-

*ing that artificial delays were made. The brave

,
Downie replied, that he required no urging to

do his duty ; that he should be up the first shift

of wind, and make the signal of his approach by

scaling his guns. He was as good as his word

:

the guns were scaled when be got under weigh ;

upon hearing which, sir George issued an order

for the troops to cook, instead of that of instant

co-operation. At length, when he saw the Jleet,

a movement! was ordered, but of course too late,

as so little previous arrangement had been made

iot being ready to come into immediate contact

<with the enemy, that the troops put iu, moiion,

had a circuit of miles to make ; and then, when

at length close in with their object^ were re-

called the moment that the fleet fell. As to

tsaptain Downie's being urged by sir George to

go into action, the whole chain of circumstances

corroborate the fact, and the indiscretion of

major Coore in furnishing living evidence of
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what the hero, now no more, said, is not more

fortunate for the cause of truth than conclusive

thereon. Besides this, every professional man
knows, that no naval officer, in his senses, would,

from choice, (if left to the guidance of his own
judgment,) have gone into action with a new

ship and raw crevi*, immediately after her equip-

ment, without a week or ten days to discipline

that crew, and accustom them to their stations

and quarters. Much stress is laid by sir George

and his friends upon the allegation that the

enemy's fleet was out of gun-shot from the shore

;

which is not true. But why not have entered

the enemy's works, and given practical proof of

the range of shot against their fleet, instead of

making conjectural assertions ? Had that been

done, widely diflerent would have been the issue.

So thoroughly did captain Downie depend upon

co-operation by land, that he harangued his

men when going into action, to this effect :*—

' My lads, we shall be immediately assisted by

the army a-shore—LBt us show them, that oar

part of the duty is well done.' Poor fellow, how
he was mistaken ! In 10 minutes afterwards he

fell ; and left sir George to tell his own story,

., This speech proved to have a pernicious effect

I upon the crew, when the promises it conveyed,

> were seen not to be fulfilled on shore.

r. ;^4-^- It is a fact, that the American commodore

was so impressed with the idea that their works

on shore would still be carried, that he did not

* t

l4 .m
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take possession of our vessels for a long time

after the action terminated ; he being emplo^^ed

in getting his own out of reach from the shore,

apprehending that their own batteries would be

turned against them. In the evening he ex-

pressed an expectation that, next morning, the.

British colours would be seen flying upon the

American works ; and, when genenal Macomb
came off at day-light, to say that our army had

retreated in the night of the 11th, leaving their

sick and wounded behind, and destroying quails

titles of stores and provisions, commodore Mtie-i

donough would not credit the fact ; but, whien

it wasLpersisted in, cautioned Macomb to beware

of ^a ruse.de guerre^ as the British army would

either return next night, or was then proceeding

by forced marches to Sackett*s Harbor. It is

knowli that Macomb, notwithstanding all his

puflk ^bout our defeat, was actually sitting in

gloomy despair upon a gun, whilst our troops

wereadvancing on the 11th ; and was ready ito sur-

render, the moment that the first British soldier

appeared upon the parapet. And wheii he.was

notified, that they had suddenly halted, and were

then on the retreat, he started up, almost iraiitic

with joy, ami could hardly believe the evidence

of his senses. lie bad only witb him about- 1 jv'^

of the refuse of the American troops on the

Plattsburg duty, the effectives having previously

marched off for Sackett's Harbor, under general

Izard. To this may be added, perhaps, di)00

4 f.
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militia, chiefly collected after sir George halted

on the 6th, at Plattsburg, and on which day he

might have entered their works, almost without

opposition, had our troops not been kept back

for a grand coup, and behold its finale ! ^^ i^'»v/

- " As to saving of men by the retreat, after the

loss of our fleet, it is well known that twice th«

number were lost by desertion, which an assault

would have cost us ; and this sir George knew
at the time he wrote, ' that the possession of

the enemy's works offered no advantage to com*

pensate for the loss we must have sustained in

acquiring possession of them.' Did sir George

really believe, that we had lost the use of our

reasoning faculties ? Was the ground upoii

which the men, artillery, and stores at Saranac

stood, the object of capture? or was it not

(assuredly it was) the men, artillery, and stores;

standing upon that ground ; and if so, why
were they suffered to escape ? Surely the mili-

tary character of the gallant army committed to

his charge, and the manes of the gallant Downie,

who perished under- such circumstances, re*

quired some sacrifices. I wonder in what schocd

sir George learnt the huiliiliatihg doctrine, that

a British soldier's life is more valuable to hinl

than his military honor ; and yet to justify such

a retreat, that principle must be assumed. Did

not the loss of our fleet require a military set*

off? and did not that loss absolutely impose iik

•? I.

mv
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iipon tirGeorgeyas an imperious duty, to furnish

that fietrofT, by capturing the enemy's army, to

prereiit the effect which a retreat, under such

circumstances, must produce, ornamented, as he

well knew it would be, by American gasconade?

The mischievous moral effect of the Plattsburg

Uusiness, has been, and will be, incalculable, both

in America and in Europe; for that will be

heard of in many countries and places, where it

will not be known, that the commander alone

was to blame, and the army under him indigo-

nant on the occasion. Were the events of sir

George's command, and especially the expedi-

tions to Sackett's Harbor and Plattsburg to

become examples for the British army to follow

;

from possessing the hearts of lions, they would

soon be reduced to the timidity of lambs; and

the future inquiries of military men would be,

not who had nobly done his duty, but who had

avoided. a battle, or who had contrived to escape

'Unhurt, rrt--: '•--r^. .. .,,^r\f'fr, >---^"^r>jfi^,,

^ ^ ft* it has been said, that his General Orders

aiul official letters were often composed with a

tiew to deceive at a distance ; and his Flatts-

^ bui^ letter furnishes direct proof of this uccusa-

tion's being correct* It is dated there, the 11th

of September, 1814, as if written on the spot, im-

mediately after the naval battle, and before the

degrading retreat commenced ; whereas, it is well

known, that the letter did not go from Canada
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until it was carried bj Mr. Secretary Brepton,

who sailed from Brandy Pots on the 9th of Octo-

ber ; consequently, it was written ia Montreal

long after the date it bears. In proof of this,

read the following paragraph of that letter, ' As

the troops concentrated and approached the line

6f separation between this province/ (is Plaits-

burgh then in Canada?) * and the ^^nited

States, the American army, &c/ M^hat a sad

slip 9f the pen, or memory, is here! But if for

* P]attsburg, 11th September,* be substituted

' Montreal, 21st September/ or any subsequent

day, then the blunder will be explained. It is

true, such was the celerity of his personal re<-

treat, that on the 13th, he issued an order, dated

at Odell-town ; but I strongly suspect that, on

the 11th, after the action, he was not in a state

to write letters any where. Another proof of

the official letter's having been written at Mob-

Ireal, and not at Plattsburg, is, that in the first

General Order issued afterwards, the gun-boats

were, in, a manner, commended for efTecting

their retreat in safety ; (probably from a sym^^

pathetic feeling of the moment ;) whereas, in thf

revi^iofi of that order, they are left out, although

they had been mentioned in this^ false dated letter

as flying; because, upon reflection^ their not

having done their duty, might lead people

aside from the consideration, that he had not

done his own. But why was the letter dated at

mi

ila
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Plattsburg ? Truly, just to deceive John Biill«

ami prevent the necessity of then letting him

know, how many men were lost by desertion in

that memorable retreat, and what quantity of

provisions and stores were destroyed in it, or

during the expedition." ^^ir^i >

'^ In addition to sir George's, we have copied

into the Appendix sir James Yeo's letter.*

Captain Pring*s, which details the naval battle;

will be found in its proper place.-f* Some parts

of the American official account require an nx^

planation. It is by that intended to be under-

stood, that the whole British army was, on the

morning of the 1 1th, drawn up on the banks of

the Saranac : whereas, but four battalions were

there stationcid; the remainder of the troops

being at some distance in the rear. ^ here did

general Macomb learn, that our troops were

three times *^ repulsed,*' in their efforts to cross

the river ? The fact is, major-general Brisbane,

with a portion of his brigade, not only crossed

the Saranac, but brought away some prisoners.

This was accomplished to shew the practica-

bility of the thing, and not as any part of the

geiieral attack about to- be commenced. Had
general Brisbane been permitted to advance;

he would soon have made the '* brave volunteers

iand militia" skip sdong as nimbly as, according :

I.;.

1H
» App. No. 43.

>i'>^.2.i..k|'!^;^ ^.lUi.A^.;c«»..^.

fore

f James's NaTal Occurrcbccs, his Appendix, No. 90. '^ -
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(6 general Macomb himself, they had already

done upon the Beokman-town road. ** The

gajiaut conduct of captain M*Glassin/' who, on

the night of the 9th, '' with 50 men, drove otTa

working-party, consisting of 150, and defeated

a covering-party of the same number, killing

one officer and six men in the charge, r.nd

wounding many,"* was a feat worthy to be per-

formed by Americans. Let us take a view of

it, in its unadorned state. The battery mounted

two guns, and had suffered so much from the

enemy's fire, as to need considerable repairs.

These were best performed at night; and the

men had actually their coats and accoutrements

off, when this '* gallant" party surprised them.

Such as were not instantly disabled or made

prisoners soon picked up their muskets, and

drove the Americans back to their works, with

the utmost precipitancy. General Macomb,
well knowing that captain M'Glassin had not

time even to spike the two guns, leaves that to

be inferred. Mr. Thomson,. while, in stating

the routed foe as only one *' guard of 150 men,"

be appears to consider general Macomb's *V co-

vering party" as the same men. cov^rec? with their

cloaths, understands what is e^^pect^d from him,

as to the other part of the account ; and there*

fore unbhishingly say^: '* Being now in posses^

sion of a work, which would have .ii|ca,U:ulably

I -

H'K'
• App> No. 44* fT
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annoyed the batteries at Fort-Brown, captain

M*Gla8sin destroyed it with all possible haKte,

and returned to the American works with the

loss of three men missing."* ^

^ The only prisoners taken by the Americans,

near the river, were some of the light infantry

company of the 76th regiment, and a few

stragglers from other corps, who, having, when

the order came for a general retreat, lost their way

in the woods, got cutofffrom general Brisbane's

brigade. General Macomb assigns a better rea-

son for the discontinuance of the bombardment

by the British, thus :
'' Every battery of the

enemy being silenced by the superiority of our

jRre.^'f So wide is this from the truth, that

general Brisbane silenced, and drove away the

men from, every one ofthe American guns on the

banks of the river, preparatory to the lodgment

which he had intended to have made with his bri-

gade, had not the attack been countermanded.

«' The rear-guard was commanded by this offi-

cer, who waited till the bridge at Dead creek

was completely destroyed, and left nothing

behind, except what the badness of the road's

prevented being i^moved. One of these articlifs

was the broken carriage of a 24-pounder, which

a Burlington journalist immediately magnified

into ** 90 pieces of cannon.^* General Macomb,

in his first letter, says: *' The light troops and

• Sketches of tb« War^ p. 331. f App. No. 44.
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militia are in full pursuit of the enemy, and

making prisoners in all directions/* In his

second letter, he baulks the expectations he had

raised in the minds of his countrymen, by enu*

merating only '* five dragoons of the 10th regi«

ment, and several others of the rear-guard.'*

This *• pursuing** enemy, however, knew better

than even to shew himself to *' the rear-guard."

The '* prisoners" consisted chiefly ofdeserters ; of

whom there were, from first to last,—such art

ciTect had the retreat upon the minds of the

men^—more than 800. u =

>

In killed and wounded out loss was cohipn-i

ratively small ; amounting to two captains, one

ensign, four Serjeants, SO rank and file, of the

former ; and of the latter, one general staff, one

captain, six lieutenants, seven Serjeants, and

135 rank and file. The missing amounted to

four lieutenants, two Serjeants, one drummer,

and 48 rank and file; making a total ^f 37

killed ; 150 wounded ; and 65 missing : grand

total, 235.* As this trifling loss would show,

at once,what a small portion of the British troops

came into action : \d that it could not have

been the prowess of their opponents that com-

pelled them to retire, general IVIacomb, to whose

numerical accuracy we are no strangers,-}* says

:

^* The loss of the enemy, in killed. Wounded,'

prisoners, and deserters, since his first appear-

ance, cannot fall short of 2500,'*X This number

App. No. 42. t See Vol. I. p. 318. % Ap^i No. 4*.
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satisfies IVfr. O'Conoor, but not doctor Smith i

the latter, therefore, with his ready pen, makes

it *• 3050."* Mr. Thomson pretends to more

accuracy. He states the number of deserters

that surrendered on the first day, at 400; add-

ing:—^' Besides these, sir George 1ok< 75 pri-

soners ; and, as nearly as could be ascertained,

about 1500 killed and wounded ; among them

several officers of rank."*|* The Americans state

their own loss, in regulars, at one subaltern, one

Serjeant, one musician, and 34 privates, killed

;

two subalterns,one serjeant-major,four seijeants,

two corporals, four musicians, and 49 privates

wounded; total, 37 killed, and 6*2 wounded:

grand, total 119. j* The number of missing

among the regulars, or the general return of

loss among the volunteers and militia, no where

appears. i i*^

None of tlie American editors have magnified

the British force beyond 14000 men ; and Mr.

O'Connor states general Macomb's force at

150Q regulars, and 2500 militia and volunteers;

total 4000 men.;]: This is exclusive of 3000

militia that joined during the night of the 11th;

9nd there were, besides, according to an American

editor, '^ many thousands more oji the road in

full and willing march.'^ The reader is, no

doubt, prepared for a budget of boasting, on the

-If;
, History of the United States, Vol. HI. p. 319. ^^''1

i ').{(;! + Sketches of the War, p. 324. ,yjdH

t History of the War, p. 273, .
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pKTt of tlie Americans; and, Mritliout cliarac'

terizing it as a ** splendid engagement,"* had

they not reason? We shall onlj notice a large

i* Painting;" of which we have the •* Key," tioW,

before us. Among the British officers reprer

sented as close to the bank, are nuyor-generals

De Rottenburg, Robinson, Brisbane, and Bay ties

;

and a horseman, in full speed from one of the

contiguous houses, is styled,—** Aide de camp

from general Prevost." The British encamp-

ment is, by the painter's magic, brought full

into view. We are not a little surprised to see

—

** Colonel Wellington, (Willington,) of the

Buffs, encouraging and giving an example to

his men;'' when Mr. Thomson had, with more

accuracy than usual, ** killed" that officer, at;

the head of these same ** Buffs,'' while marching

to Plattsburg, on the 6th. j* By way of shewing

that the *' State-dragoons of New York," with

their *' red coats," had ceased to " give alarm to

the militia,":!: some of the former appear among
the fierce groupe on the south-side of the Sara-

nac. As the picture, by all accounts, gave, at

*' 25 cents § each," every satisfaction to tCe

citizens, two important objects were attained-:

the proprietor filled his pockets, and the natioual

vanity became raised to the highest pitch.
^

. In all cases where the troops of the United

*- • Sketches of the War, p. 3i4. + Ibid, p. 318.

% App. No. 44* k About Is. l^d.
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States have traversed the Canadian territoi^,

their progress has, to borrow an American phrase,

been^' marked with the all-desolating r^iin of

the locust." Quite opposite, in its effects, was the

retreat of the British along the shores of Cham-

plain ; they may be said to have * shed manna'

as they went. Not an inhabitant of the place

but was fed and enriched by the Plattsburg

expedition ; which is all that remains to console

us for its unsuccessful result. In the remarks

which it has been our duty to make, in order

to illustrate this memorable historical «vent.

We hope the reader will understand, that 'the

two Services wefe as willing to co-opeftite, as,

jfor the glory of their country, they ought

always to be. That the fleet did all that could

rationally be expected from its means, our naval

volume will shew : that the army, had it been

allowed to act, would have done the same, with

less trouble, and not many more casualties, than

usually attend one of its field-days, has, we

trust, already appeared in these pages. The

individual, who, undoubtedly, caused fill this,

lias fiin^^e paid the debt of nature.* While,

against him and his memory, we disclaim all

•feelings of a personal nature, w'e as firmly

deny, that the principle—* De mortuis nii nisi

h<mum' can be extended to a public character.

The indiscreet impatience of the Quebec
«'

* Jameses NaT. Occur, p. 425.
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journalists led them to announce, n a pompous
and boastful manner, every movement of the

left division, dfterits departure from Odell-town.

Unfortunately, just as they had done favoring

the public with '* the highly gratifying intelli-

gence, that our brave troops entered Plattsburg,

with little opposition,'' the mail closed for

England. So that, in one month after our

discomfiture, the whole United Kingdom rting

with the '^ Invasion of New York, and taking
OF Plattsburg.1' The same wind that con-

veyed home, so quickly, this cheering piece of

news, brought accounts, also, of the capture of

Penobscot. The editor of a London evening

journal, ofter announcing, first, that the '^ dis-

trict of Maine" bad been capture, and then,

that *' Plattsburg had been victoriously entered

by our troops,'* says:

—

^' By a glance at the

map, it will be seen that, by this invasion, oar

army had already advanced in the interior to

about 50 miles further south than the Penobscot,

where the coast-operations were carrying on;

leaving, of course, the whole intermediate coun-

try between Lake Champlain and the sea, as it

were cut off from the United States." Much
of the ridicule incurred from hundreds of para-

graphs like these, would have been saved, had

the troops from Europe been accompanied by a

commander-in-chief, competent to lead them;

and he directed to govern his movements by

h
p

i<

lii!
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circumstances as thej might exist at the tinie of

his arrival, and not peremptorily to obey orders,

issued at 4000 miles distance; orders, wliich

could not be put in execution, till a six month's

fluctuation of events had, in all probability,

destroyed their expediency.

•;• After the British army, on its return from

PJattsburg, had re-encamped at Champlain,

the road to Sackett's Harbor lay open to sir

George. Instead of directing his views that

.way, he marched, with the army, across the linesii

to Odell-town ; and then set off for Montreal.

After his departure, the principal part ofthu

troops were distributed between Isle aux Noix,

,St, John's, Chambly, and La Prarie ; where we

will leave them, and attend to the op^ratio|is of

;the right division. ^|

!No sooner had the British retired to their en-

campment, after their unsuccessful assault upop

Fort- Erie,* than the Americans set about to

repair the bastion which had been injured, by

the explosion ; as well as to complete the new

works that were constructing, when the attack

commenced* In a little while, the defences

were all . entire, and " garnished with heavy

cannon;" numbering, according tP M n Thoiii*

son's plan of the fort, ^7 pieces.

, On the ad of September, general Brown,

having recovered from his wounds, resumed the

.-'i «j*i3?j[ia/uj^!i^yM ^ Sec p. 178. ?^;>4>i4i> on iiar.
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command of the garrison ; which had, in the

mean time, been reinforced by new levies of

militia.* On the 3d, came about 320 regulars,!

in the St. Lawrence brig, from Lake Huron,

and a company^ of riflemen, 80 strong, from

Sandusky. Small detachments of regulars,.-

whose numbers cannot be ascertained, also

crossed the strait, from Batavia and Sackett's

Harbor. Notwithstanding, therefore, the loss

sustained on the 15th of August, and by. re-

peated desertions since, the American armj still

mustered about 3400 men, who, instead of the

two captured schooners to protect their flanks,^

had noW) the St. Lawrence, Niagara, Lady

Prevost, and Caledonia brigs, and Porcupine

schooner; mounting, between them, 58 guns.

Well might Mr. 1 homson boast that Fort-Erie

was rendered '^ impregnable to the attacks of

any other than a vastly superior force."*)*

The British right division, although it had

been reinforced by the 6th and 82d regiments,

of, united, about 1040 rank and file, was, on

account of its recent loss,* and the departure of

six companies of the 41st for Fort-George, and

of the small remnant of the 103d for Burlington,'

no stronger in numbers than previously to the

assault : but, in effective strength, it was much
weaker; for the h'savy and constant rains,

operating upon the swampy nature of the ground

* Sketches of the War, p. 328. + Ibid, p. 325.

I' *'\
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upon which the troops were obliged to be en-

camped, and the severe privations^ for want of

provisionjs and other necessaries, under which

they laboured, spread sickness among them. A
supply, either of provisions or of men, could not

well be forwarded, while the American squadron

retained the command of the lake.

• Several immaterial affairs ofpiquets occurred,

till general Brown, enspirited by the business

at Plattsburg, and encouraged by information

of general Drummond*s intention to retreat to a

healthier position, resolved, by a sortie, to gain

the credit of having compelled this movement.

To render the enterprise less hazardous, he

invited across a reinforcement of 'seven-day

men,* or men hired to act for that term only.

Ofthis fact there is no doubt ; but we are willing

to concede every advantage, in point of num-
bers, that was derived from it, and to estimate

general Brown's force at no more than 3400

men, ofwhom upwards of two-thirds were regu-

lars. The British had commenced upon a new

battery, intended to enfilade the western ram-

parts of the American works ; but, being on the

eve of retreating, and having as yet got up no

additional guns,* the work had not been per-

severed in. Two small wooden buildings, de-

nominated, though not worthy the name of,

block-houses, one upon the right flank, the

•ii Q .fc-: * Seep. 168. Hv.::-.kjj{^ *
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other near the centre, of the British lines, had

recently been constructed. The British en-

campment was distant a mile and a half from

the works, which were situate in the jnidst of

a thick wood.

Until it is admitted that the mere throwing

of a red coat upon a man s back can endow him

with all the well-known qualities of the British

soldier, no one can be surprised that general

Brown should have deferred his sortie till he

had ascertained, that De Watteville's regi-

ment, (which, without disparagement to the

brave officers in it, was composed of foreigners

of all nations and principles,) joined bythe few

numbers of the 8th, was doing duty at the bat-

teries. It was at about two o^clock on the

afternoon of the 17th of September, when the

rain was pouring in torrents, that the Americans

sallied from the fort. ^* Lieutenants Kiddle and

Frazer, of the 15th infantry," says Mr. Thorn*

son, *' had already opened a road from the

southern angle of the garrison, to a point within

pistol-shot of the enemy's right wing, and with

such secrecy, that it was not discovered till the

actual assault commenced."* We here gain

a piece of important information ; and, it is

our duty to add, that part of De M^atteville's

regiment composed that " right wing." The

Americans, at about three o'clock in the after-

* Sketches of the War, p. 325.
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noon, advanced, in two columns, under a heavy

fire from their batteries; one column passing

through the woods, so as to flank the outer British

battery, or No. 3 ; the piquets belonging to

which were completely surprised. The other^

emerging from a deep ravine, in which it had

been concealed, penetrated the British lines, in

front, a little to the right of No. 2, or the centre

battery ; then, turning short to the left, sur-

rounded the British right, and got almost imme*

diate possession of No. 3 battery, its magazinej'

and, but not without a struggle, the block-

house upon its right, garrisoned by a few meii

of the 8th regiment. t>

- While a party was securing the prisoners, de«

stroying the three 24-pounders at No. 3 battery,

and blowing up the magazine, a strong column

turned to the right; and, after meeting with a

gallant resistance from the piquets, composed

ofa part of the 8th, and De Watteville's regi*

ments, succeeded in gaining possession of the

remaining block-house and of No. *2 battery.

General Miller, at the head of the 9th, 11th, and

19th infantry regiments, joined ay the 21st

regiment, forming the reserve under general

Ripley, inclined towards the river, in order to

assail the British battery, No. 1. By this time,

the remnants of the first battalion of the royal

Scots, of the secQ.nd battalion of the 89th, and

i ;
"i. .*<rrf (-> -l&'^LiJi^^-^^-
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ihe Glengarry light infantry; also three com-

panies of the 6th, and seven companiesof the 82d-

regiment, had arrived from the British camp. The'

royal Scots, and S9th, under lieutenant-ccionel

Gordon, of the former regiment, advanced by the

road leading to the block- house, upon the right

;

and soon drove general Porter and his volun-
^

teers, in number 1000,* along with the regu-

lars supporting them, from the block-house, •

and the battery. No. 3. The recovery of No. 2,

and the defence of No. 1 batteries, were entrusted

to the three companies of the 6th, under major

Taylor, and theseven companies ofthe82d, under

major Proctor ; amounting, together, to about

56o rank and file. These detachments, after a'

free use of the bayonet, drove the 9th, lltb,,

2l8t, and part of the 19th, United States' regi-^

ments, numbering, at the very lowest estimate.

lOOO rank and file, from the battery No. 2,-

befii>re they had effected its entire destruction,'

or that of the two guns in it, and then across^^

the British entrenchments, nearly to the glacis

of Fort-Erie ; making several prisoners in the*

pursuit. In the mean while, the Glengarry:

light infantry, under the immediate command^

oflieutenant-colonel Battersby, and accompanied^^

by lieutenant-colonel Pearson, had recovered

the possession of the 'new intrenchment, or

* HUt. of the War, p. 463. m^^ ^

t.f.
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'* unfinished battery No. 4."* By ^ve o'clock

the works were all re-occupied, and the line of

piquets re-established.

f

The British loss was very severe. It amounted

to 115 killed, 178 wounded, and 316 missing;

total, 609 : J a very large proportion, when we

reflect, that the reserve, composed of major

Lisle's troop of the 19th light dragoons, Ihe

seven remaining companies of the 6th, and the

two flank companies ofthe 41st regiments, along

with a small body of incorporated militia, was

not at all in the action. What a contrast, in

reference to the numbers of the respective

armies, between the returns of casualties at the

foot of nuyor-general De Watteville's, and sir

George Prevost's, oflicial letters ! § The Ame-

ricans acknowledge a loss of 10 officers and 70

men, killed ; 24 officers and 100 men, wounded ;

and lOofficers and 206 men, missing ; total, 510 :*

nor does this return appear to include the militia

qy volunteers. : •
[

» ** iif

'We are only favored with the sight of a short

extract from general Brown's official report. It

is, however, quite enough to satisfy us of the

spirit of the whole. *' Within 30 minutes after

the first gun was fired," says the general, ** bat-

* t^ries, Nos. 3 and 2, the enemy's line ofentrench-

"•f ,
f

* Sketclies of the War, p. 32d.

- t App. No. 47. x^*..

f App.^M 46f?'^

§ Ibid, No. 43.
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inents, and his two block-houses, were in our

possession. Soon aftier, battery No. 1, was aban*'

doned by the British, The guns in each were

spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed."* With

this falsehood set abroad, one cannot be sur*

prised that general Brown's sortie should haye*

been proclaimed throughout the republic a
'* splendid achievement/' as he himself, in a

private letter to general Gaines, has the modesty

to call it; nor at all the bombast to be found in

the different American histories. The reader

has had enough of this already ; we will, there-

fore, endeavour to be brief. General Brown we

dismiss, w^ith a very short extract from a letter

written by the American *' general Varnum," and

dated " Buffaloe, September 18.'* " Our gaj-

lant little army,'^ says this general <* has again

signalized itself, by gaining a splendid victory

over a part of the enenry's forces, near Fort-Erie.

Two of the enemy's batteries were carried, the

guns spiked, trunnions broken off, and their

magazines blown up." Mr. Thomson, after he

has done stating, that the Americans had cap-

tured the two British block-houses, and all four

of the batteries, and had succeeded in spiking

the guns, (represented, upon his diagram as \%

in number,) and demolishing the captured"

works, very naturally tells us, that ** the opera-

tions ceased, with the accomplishment of all

* History of the War, p. 262,'- '-" '

li^^
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the objects of the sortie."* There is one part

of Mr. Thomson's account, however, that we do

not rightly understand. He declares that the

impediments,—describing them fully,-—which

the American regulars, under general Miller, ex-

perienced in their approaches to No. 1 battery,

" produced some confusion in the column, and

made constant appeals to the bayonet neces-

sary.'' f An enemy's " bayonet," in such a

case, would, one might suppose, produce still

greater ** confusion in the column." To what

else, then, can Mr. Thomson allude, as so ** ne-

cessary," but the *' constant appeals to the

bayonet," made by one of general Wilkinson's

'* tried seijeants," J %

,
<< Just in the place where honor's lodg'd" ?

'

And, no sooner had the troops, thus doubly

beset, faced about, than a still more forcible

^^ appeal" au derrUre^ acting by sympathy upon

their heels, continued its potent stimulus, till

the Americans reached the very wails of their

'.* impregnable" iortress. .j,

The still unfavorable state of the weather,

the increasing sickness of the troops, the loss^

of three out of six of the battering cannon,

and the now very ipuch reduced numbers

of general Drummond's army, caused him, at

eight o'clock on the evening of the dlst,^to,

*..^ » Sketches of the War, p. 3?V ..
-

' - + Ibid. 3?ff. i^^f

?

% See p. 82. :iiii «
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remove his remaining guns and stores; and retire

to the neighbourhood of Black creek, about

a mile and a half distant. Here the men bi-

vouacked for the night, under torrents of rain.

On the morning of the S'id, the Americans dis-

covered this movement, but offered no molesta-

tion ; although general Drummond waited till

two o'clock on that day, ere he proceeded

further downwards. On the 24th, alter destroy-

ing the bridge across Frenchman's creek, and

placing there a dmall cavalry piquet, the right

division arrived, and encamped, in coniparar

lively comfortable quarters, at Chippeway. -.j^

%' As the naval ascendancy of the Americans upon

Lake Ontario dismissed any present fears of an

attack upon Sackett's Harbor, general Izard's

army would, it was considered, be more profit-

ably employed in strengthening the left division,

at the head of the lake. Instead, however, of

being carried to the British Twelve-mile creek,

where a landing would have eifectually cut off

general Drummond's much inferior force, or to

the neighbourhood of Fort-Niagara, so as to

have assaulted and tried to recover that fortress,

general. Izard suffered himself and his army to

be disembarked on the south side of the lake;

and then stele, by a back route, to. Lewistown-;

where he arrived about the 8th ofOctober, with,

according to American accounts, 2400 infantry,

artillery, and dragoons, of the regular arm^f.

s
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Why did he not, then, cross instantly to Queens^

town, and place general Drummond between

two (ires ?—No ;—he preferred keeping on the

«afe side of the river till, arriving at filack Rock,

on the 10th, he crossed over to Fort-Erie, and

superseded general Brown ; who, on the 6th,

hod received a reinforcement of 700 regulars

from Detroit and Erie. As a proof that we have

such authority as an American cannot dispute,

(or stating the American force upon this frontier

at d much higher amount than we have hitherto

iixed it, we here subjoin an article taken from

the " Ontario Repository, of October 11," an

American newspaper published on the spot.-^

"From Buffaloe, October 11th, we learn, that

general Izard's army crob^ed at Black Rock only

on that morning, and was to move down the Ca-

nada shore on the following day, with 8000

regular troops.*' May we, then, be allowed to

say, that general Izard's army at Fort-Erie con-

sisted of6000 regular troops ? ' 'm « /

Against such a force the British right division,

reduced as it now was in numbers, had no chance

of success. General Drummond, therefore, broke

u|i his cantonments at Chip])eway, and retired

upon Fort&George and Burlington. On the

morning of the 19th, a skirmish took place near

Cook's mills, at Lyon's creek, between a brigade

ofAmerican regulars, under general Bissell and

detachments from the 82d, 100th, and Glen-
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garry regiments, amounting to about 650 rank

and file, under colonel Murray. The thicknesi

of the woods gav#^ great advantage to tlie Ameri-

can riflemen ; and, although, with the addition

of the reserve, we find the 5th, 14th, 15th, and

16th regiments named, besides a company of

riflemen, under eaptain Irvine, making a total

force of at least 1500 rank and file, the American
** corps d'elltCy" as Mr. Thomson boastfully (ialls

it, would not risk an encounter, with evidently

inferior numbers, upon the Open ground. After

what may be termed, a drawn battle, each party

retired ; the British, with the loss of 19 killed

and wounded: the Americans, according to

Mr. Thomson, of 67 killed, wounded, and

missing.* This editor has magnified our force

to 1200 men ; and made the " marquis of Twee-

dale/' in spite of the severe wound be was still

labouring under at Kingston, the commander of

the British party. i

*' The British ship St. Lawrence having been

louBcfaed on the fid of October, commodore

Chauncey, on the 11th, when be had ascertained

that sir James would be on the lake in a few

days, retired to Sackett's Harbor, and began

mooring his ships head and stern, to prepare for

•an attaek. Sir James sailed on the 17th, and,

%ti the 19th, landed at the head of the lake, five

companies of the 90th regiment, and a quantity

• Sketches of the War, p. 32«.
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of; provisions ; of which the right division was

in great need. The fleet returned to Kingston

on the 23d; and, on the 1st of November, sailed

again to the head of the lake, with the d7th, and

recruits for the dth, and 82d regiments, and a

brigade of artillery ; all of which, on the even-

ing of the 2d, disembarked near Fort-George.

The arrival of the first reinforcement, trifling as

it was, and akliough it would not have aug-

mented general Drummond's force much beyond

half the amount of general lzard*s, was made an

excuse for the ri^treat of the latter to Fort- Erie.

On the22d of October the American volunteers

crossed the strait, to be discharged ; and general

Brown, with 2000 regulars, pushed forward to

the relief of Sackett's Harbor. The arrival of

the sepond Britith reinforcement produced a

correspondent effect upon the remnant of the

American force. Having, by the aid of their

fleet, removed the guns, and completely des-

troyed the fortifications, the invaders, on the

5th of Noveniber, crossed from Fort-Erie to their

own shore; -^ after,'' says Mr. Thomson,—
forgetting in whose possession Fort-Niagara

was,—V* a vigorous and brilliant campaign/!!

The greater part of the American troops were

distributed into quarters at Black' Rock, Buffa-

loe and Batavia ; the remainder, marched to

Sackett's Hfe^bor, to assist in repelling an attack

^i^ .r> ,, * Sketches of the War, p. 330«<
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which' no one could doubt would be :madel

The fighting being over upon the Niagara, lieu-

tenant-'general Drtimmond and:suite^^ klong witR

the 41st regiment, and a number of con^ales*

cents, departed from the licad of the Jake, on

board the St. Lawrence, and arrived at Kihgston

on the 10th of November ; having left the right

division, distributed along the Niagara-frontier^

in comfortable winter quarters. rr^H?^ h^.f

The still defenceless state of the western dis-

trict of Upper Canada, had exposed the iahabi«

tants to all the horrors of a second American

visitation* On the 20th of September a band

of depredators issued from the garrison of De^

troit ; and, crossing the stream^ spread fire and

pillage through a whole settlemeht ; thereby

reducing to misery no fewer than '37 Canadian

families. The plunder obtained in tfaii^extiriv

iion^ and the impunity with which the actors in

it had got back to th^ir homes, stimulated a

more numerous, and better organiited < body off

Americans, having, as their chief, *' brig^ier-

general M'Arthur, of the United Stjites' arn^y.*'

The proceedings of this military officer; and ' his

detachment having been thought worthy of a

place in one of the American histories, we cannot

do better than transcribe the account. ;
^^ Qn

the 22d of the following month, (October,)

brigadier-general M'Arthur, having collected

VOL. II.

» See p. 73.
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790 effective regulars and militia, proceeded on

a secret expedition, along the western shore of

Lake St. Clair, and passed into the Canadian

territory, at the mouth of that water. He pene-

trated 5200 miles in the enemy's country ; des«

troyed more than that number of muskets;

attacked a large body of militia and Indians,

encamped on favorable ground ; made about

150 prisoners ; and dispersed all the detachments

to be found at the Thames, Oxford, or Grand

River. During the march, he principally sub-

sisted on the enemy, and fired several of the

mills, from which the British troops in Upper

Canada were supplied with food . Having gained

intelligence of the evacuation of Fort-£rie, he

abandoned his intention of proceeding to Bur-

lington Heights, and returned to Detroit on the

17tb of November. By this rapid expedition,

the enemy's hostile intentions Mfjere diverted from

another quarter, and his means of attacking

Detroit entirely crippled ; the destruction of his

supplies rendering such an attempt altogether

impracticable."*

^-Mr. Thomson has here, by the usual arts oi'

bis trade, attempted ,to convert into a mili-

tary exploit, what much more resembled the

inroad of banditti. That general M'Arthur

got possession oisome muskets^ is very prabable;

because, as the reader recollects, a few had

* Sketches of the War, p. 33 1

.

i t
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been left in the hands of some of the inha«

bitants, by the commanding officer of the

district.* No militia were, at this time,

embodied; therefore, none could have been
'* encamped." The " 150 prisoners" consisted

of peaceable inhabitants, both old and young,

and drunken Indians and their squaws. Had
there been any '' detachments" within even a

day's march of the scene of general M'Arthur's

exploits, he would not have been so bold. The
instant it was ascertained that a detachment of

the 103d regimenti numbering less than half

'' 7^0 effective regulars and militia," had moved

from Burlington Heights, the general and his

gang '* dispersed ;" and so ** rapid" was their

flight, that the British regulars did not get

within eight miles of them. If Mr. Thomson
can acknowledge, that the American troops

'^subsisted on the enemy, and fired several of

the mills," we may well conceive, what must

have been the devastation and ruin that marked

the track of general M*Arthur and his mounted

Kentuckians. •um, imnX

•

., , .

'
' See p. 5. " '*»
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sfj-iil 'jiud hUinj •>««>« /VioVnNif^ : Wih< ^'i'V*

hyi^miK^ " . • .,
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.CHAPTER XVIII.., .hU.r>.m'i-

Qapture of Moose Island, in Patsamaquoddy Baif

J
' ^Expedition against Penobscot and Castine—

^ ^
//« success^Destructionof the United States^ ship

t. Adams— Capture and Destruction of several

• other vessels, also of a great quantity ofordnance

\yr^American miHtia'-^Chesapeake Bay—Com'

modore Barney'sJhtilla-^Its progress against a

.^
part ofthe British force, commanded by captain

^ Barri^,[of the Dragon—Landing of the Bri'

.. tish at Benedict, on the Patuxent-^Loss offive

.^ straggling marines from the St, Lawrence

\ ^,schooner'-^ American account of the behaviour

* and death of the serjeant, commanding tht

r.party-r-fBarbarous circumstances under which

; Am Itfe was takni^Landing of the British at^

Lower Marlborough—Intention ofthe American,

government to destroy commodore Barney's

flotilla, in St, Leonard's Creek—Its prevention

by a military enterprise—Repulse of the force

blockading the flotilla—Letters of commodore

Barney and one of his officers—Arrival in the

Potomac of rear-admiral Cockburn—His ope-

rations upon the shores of that, and other rivers
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in the Chesapeake—• neceptidn on bijkrft 'iffe

British ships of American refugee'-^ldveii^^Aihf'

rican misrepresentation on ilu sukject—^Bounty

to British deserters, M>i\ ti^u h^ *ir» toij^iio

X HE first military event we have to noficV,

after quitting the Canadas, is tile occupdtionV'on

the 11th of July, 1814, by lieuteifant-col^nel

PilkingtOD and captain sir Thomas Hardy, witK

a detachment of troops from Nova Sc6tia,- of

Moose island, near the mouth of Kobbe^kook

river, opposite to the province of New Bruns*

wick, and on the western side of Pai^ama^ooddy

bay. The whole of this bay, as well as the

island of Grand Manan in the bay of Fnndy^

was adjudged to be within the t)oundary oY thfi

British North-Ameri<;an province^.' The idere<^'

mony of taking possession of the tdwn of East-

port, and of Fort-Sultivan, on Moose islartd

;

and every other particular connected With the

expedition, will be found amply detailed- in

the British official accouiits.^ The Aoiiericjnri

accounts offer nothing worthy notice ; except

that they make the British force 2000; instead

of about 600 troops. i . . ^. >/ i - ./;.•/»

As connected with the capture of Pa^HSO^a*

quoddy, we pass, at once, to an expedition fitted

out at Halifax^ Nova Scotia, against that pai-t-

6f the district of Maine, in the United States,

• * * App. Nos. 48. 49. bO.'bX, and bt» .
* *
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lying to the eastward of the Penobscot river

;

and which contains about 40 villages, and up-

wards of 30000 inhabitants. As to the probable

object of taking possession of this tract of

country, we cannot better instruct the reader,

th^ by referring him to a work publisihed by

Mr. Nathaniel Atcheson, in 1808, entitled:

—

'* American Encroachments on British Rights."

Our business is merely with the conduct of the

expedition ; which, consisting of a 74, bearing

^he flag of rear-admiral Griffith, two frigates, a

sloop of war, and 10 transports, having on board

a company of royal artillery, two rifle-compa-

nies of the 60th, and the 29th, 62d, and 98th

regiments, in all, about 1750 rank and flle, under

the command of lieutenant-general sir John

Coape Sherbrooke, governor of Nova Scotia,

sailed from Halifax on the 26th of August. The

arrival of the expedition off the point of des-

tination, its junction with other ships of war,

Itnd its further proceedings, resulting in the

capture of Castine, Belfast, and Machias, the

^pture or destruction of 22 ships, brigs, and

schooners, including the United States' frigate

Adams; also of (including those at Machias)

69 pieces of ordnance, will be found most fully

detailed in the several official documents sent

home upon the occasion.

*

x* fijiM jh

The Adams had been a 32-gun frigate, but

* A pp. Nos. 53. 54. 55. 56. 57. 58. 50. 60. and 61.

«t
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was afterwards lengthened, so as to rate a 96;

and then, on account of some defect in her con*

struction, cut down to a corvette: in which

latter state she measured 106 tons American, or

783 English. She niled upon her last cruize,

with an armament of four long IS-pounders,

dO Columbiad, or short long-guns, * of the samf

caliber, and two long IS-poundera; total $16

guns ; and with a complement, according to a

prisoner who was some weeks on board of her,

of248 picked seamen ; chiefly masters and mates

of merchantmen. The Adams was, therefore,

one of the most formidable corvettes that cruized

on the ocean. While in the Irish channel, to*

wards the end of July, she was chased by the

Tigris, of 42 guns, captain Henderson ; and

would probably have been caught, had not

captain Morris thrown overboard his *' quarter*

guns/' As the Adams was not to iight a frigate,

and was an over-match for the heaviest sloop of

war in the British navy, we cannot conceive what
*« glory*' the American government expected to

derive, from sending such a ship to sea ? Al*

though the entire destruction of this fine nhip,

and the capture of 28 of her guns, were effected

by the combined forces detached up the river

for that purpose, yet Mr. Thomson concludes

his account of our ** blowing her up,'' with

stating, that the British were *' disappointed in

* James*! NaT. Occur, p. A.
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the object of their expeditiop." * He does noU
however, attempt to conceal the behaviour of

tbeiAmerican militia; who, he saj/is, notwith-*

standing captain IVIorfis's judicious arrange-

ments^ tould not be brought to oppose an *^ in-

ferior number of British regulars*" and fled

precipitately.* Captain Barries account of the

verj people who had stood up, though for a few

minutes onl3% as militia, at Hamden, appearing

(with, it :niay be supposed, scarcely breath to

speak, after their well-run race) ** as magistn^tes,

select men, ^c/'-^. at Bangor, affords a tolerable

Specimen of the real character of iVJr. Munro's

^vunkrmed iiihabitants/'-:( ;**! // .mk v»o s» h iici

-;<iTbc^dperations in the Chesapeake, during the

iummer of 1814, now claim our attention. The
AmeHcdn editors have, as usiial, by their happ^

talent' for amplification, given importance- .t9

mdny events: that occurred in the river^ ^»n^

creeks ' of: that capacious bay, u hieb we {.sibquld

otherwise have deemed too / in^ignifiioaiit , to

notice. The chief of these consiiM of th^ da^-ini;:

exploits'and hfiiT-bceadth escajpes ofcoitiqMdui'e

Bjarney, (an Irrsfamah),and..hiK flotilla of gua-

boatsi Tlie' commodore himself^ we >must^-do

him>thejusticeto say, is a truly.brave man ;Iiindj

kio doubts feels highly ihdignafit at the niimefr

ons ridiculous ti|les that have.been told of himf,

ii: I i

* Sketches of ttie War, p. 23?5.
*

+ App. No. 59. '^ *''•% App. tidi 69.
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bj even the most moderate of the American

editors. Previous to our 'entering upon any of

the operations of the flotilla, it becomes lu to

apprize the reader of what its force consisted, i

. The first account we have of the flotilla is;

that *' a number of boats, carrying heavy metaU

were constructed in March, 1814, on the eastern

shore of Maryland, for the protection of the bay

;

and the command of them was given to that

intrepid oflicer, commodore Barney."* Doctor

^mith tells us that *' a flotilla of small schoo-

ners and barges, was fitted out at Baltimore, to

scour the bay, and protect its shores, numerous

creeks and inlets, from the enemy."')' Mn
Thomson says :—** At that period," (end of May,

1814,) ^^
i^ flotilla, consisting of a cutter, two

gun-boats, a galley, and nine large barges, sailed

from Baltimore.'^ :|:
Another American account

numbers th$ barges, when subsequently .blown

up, at 13,; and a Boston newspaper augments

iuommodore ^rney's flotilla, when it left Baltic

anoi<e, to ^' 36 gun-boats, and 10 or 15 barges;"

The commodore's cutter or sloop was the Scor-

pion, mounting eight carronades, and a heavy

loiig-gun upon a traversing carriage ; and two of

Jthe gnnrboats, ^e find, were FSos. 137 and 138.*

. i;\yhether commodore Ba^^n^y's flotilla con*-

»'»W>; 'i'?4i>-ri lit
* Hist, of the War, p. 224.

f HUUof the Upited States, VoL IU.p.^6.

, J Sketches wf the. War, p. 332* ^, •, . . ; [f }.
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sistod ofgun-boats, gallies, 'Ismail choonen/* or

** large barges," it indisputably carried ** heavy

metal ;" as, indeed, it well might, considering

that it was expressly fitted out *'^ scour the bay

and protect its shores from the enemy." Rear-

admiral Cockburn says, each vessel had a long-

gun in the bow, and a carronade in the stern ;

the calibers of the guns, and the number of the

crew, in each, varying, in proportion to the siza

of the boat, from 32-pounders and 60 men, to

18-pounder8 and 40 men.* It appears, also, from

the American accounts, that most, if not all, of

the vesselshad on board furnaces for heating shot.

In his estimate of the crews the rear-admiral

cannot be much out of the way ; for, although

he mentions having taken some of the flotilla-

men as prisoners, an American work states the

number of seamen and marines that accom-

panied commodore Barney to the field at

Bladensburg, after the loss of his flotilla, at

600. t Upon adding to this number, such as

may not have chosen to follow the commodore*

and such as were taken prisoners by lieutenant

Scott,* the Americans surely will not charge us

with over-rating, if we estimate commodore

Barley's original command at 700 men. A
flotilla, so armed, manned, and equipped, cruiz-

ing in waters known only to itself, and able,

• James's NaT. Oceurr. his App. No. 81.

+ Hist, of the United States^ Vol. III. p. 397.
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alinottt at any time, to seek protection under

batteries ancS formidable positions on shore,

within gun-shot of which nothing larger than a

boat could approach, was able to cope with

any force that two 7^.-'gun ships, or four46-gun

frigates, could send a| gainst it. '"* -in-*- f r h

The first sight gained of this flotilla, by the

British, was on the 1st of June, when it was pro-

ceeding from Baltimore, past the mouth of the

river Fatuxent, " to scour the bay." The

British vessels consisted of the St. Lawrence

schooner, of 13 guns, and 55 men, and the boats,

in number seven, of the Albion and Dragon 74s,

under the command of captain Barrie of the

latter ship. The Americans had the honor of

seeing this trifling torce retreat before them to

the Dragon, then at anchor off Smith*s-point.

That ship got under weigh, and, along with the

schooner and the boats, proceeded in chase;

but the shallowness of the water shortly com-

pelled her again to anchor. In the meantime,

the flotilla had run for shelter into the Patuxent.

Captain Barrie, by way of inducing commodore

Barney to separate his force, detached two boats

to cut off a schooner under Cove-point ; but the

commodore, not considering that his orders to

give '^ protection'' warranted such a risk, allowed

her to be burnt in his sight.

One American account of this affair says :
'* The

commodore discovered two schooners, one of

^
;
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which carried 18 guns, and he immediately gave

chase."* Here, evidently, Mr. Thomson has,

by mistake, included the American schooner

burnt under Cove-point. Mr. O'Connor has

fallen into the same error; or rather, he declares

there were " three schooners.'^ Not a word

appears any where about the schooner that

was burnt. One editor says :—" Barney was

obliged to take refiige in the mouth of th^

Patuxent."t Another says :
—"This bold ex-

ploit did great honor to Barney and his crews :"
J

and all agree, that he fired '* hot shot at the

enemy.^^ (j fi*;£^ iu-ulit'. «*<fi to .*tf-»^tM Tr»<frtsy« in

On the 6th the flotilla retreated higher up the

Patuxent; and captain Barrie, being joined on

the day following by the Loire 46, and Jasseiir

briji^, proceeded up the river with those two

vessels, the St. Lawrence, and th^ boats of the

Albion and Dragon. ; The flotilla retreated about

t«vo miles up St>. Leonard's creek, where it could

be reached by boats only ; but the force of the

latter was not equal to the attack. Captain

Barrie endeavoured, however, by a discharge of

rockets and carronades from the boats, to pro-

voke the American vessels, which were moored

in a line a-breast, across the channel, to come

down within reach of the guns of the ship, brig.

:a\ \

Sketches of the War, p, 332.

+ Hwt. of the United States, Vol. III. p. 287.

X Hist, of the War, p. 225.
.'iV >»'^m>f
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and schooner, at anchor near the mouth of: the

creek. At one time the flotilla,, or, as Mr.

O'Connor says, ** the 13 barges" got under

weigh, and- chased the Uoats to a short distance,

and thien returned to their moorings. With a

view to force the flotilla to (|uit its station, de-

tachments o£ seaman and marines were landed

On both sides of the river^ and the American

militia, estimated at 3 or 400, retreated before

them to the woods. The marines destroyed two

tobacco-stores, and several houses that formed

inilitary posts ; but still the flotilla remained at

its mborifigs. ;|t.t.4 f%» f-iH:lt ,^:?ii i>;4i«t>i»tm>

, Fear is certainly a great magnifier of objects.

To that may we ascribe the frequent appearance

^(razees, in .nearly all the rivers of the Chesa-

peake. The name, once received as applicable

to a ship ofextraordinary size and force, is in the

mouth of every terrified inhabitant of the coast,

the moment he descries an enemy's vessel with

three masts. The reader may perhaps know,

that a. razee is a cut-down 74. Three British

ships only wereiitted in this way ; and, although

^11 were sent upon the North American station,

only one* of the three entered the Chesapeake,

and that not till the 25th of August, 1814. The
very editors who have just done telling us that

the British cannot send their 74s up the rivers,i

because of their- heavy draught of water, make,

no .scruple . in placing a Gut-d.owo 74 at the

f i;
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mouth of every creek near to which a British

frigate had cast anchor. These are the gentle-

men, too, who boast that their '' authentic''

accounts have passed through so many editions.

As another proof of Mr. Thomson's love of

the ** authentic,^ the concludes his account of

the affair in St. Leonard's creek thus :
*' The

commodore immediately moved upon them,"

(the British boats,) ** and after a smart fire,

drove the barges down to the 18-gun vessel,

which, in attempting to beat out, was so severely

handled, that her crew ran her a-ground, and

abandoned her."* This is the very vessel, the

St. Lawrence, whose capture by the Chasseur,

the Americans so joyfully announced, seven

months after she was thus *' run a-ground and

abandoned." In justice to Mr. Thomson's con-

temporaries, we must say, that he is the only

editor who has favored the public with this

*' authentic" piece of information. ....,..., .^d

On the 15th ofJune, the Narcissus, of42 guns,

joined the little squadron ; and captain Barrie,

taking with him 12 boats, containing 180

marines, and 30 of the black colonial corps,

proceeded up the river to Benedict.f Here the

men disembarked, and drove into the woods,

without a struggle, a number of militia, who

left behind a part of their muskets and camp-

equipage, as welt as a 6-pounder field-pisce.

« Sketches of the War, p. 333. ^i^ f See Plate V.
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After spiking the latter, and destroying a store

containing tobacco, the British again took to

their boats, except five or six men who had pro-

bably strayed too far into the woods.

The circumstances attending the capture of

these men have been fully detailed in an Alex-

andria newspaper, of the 25th ofJ"ne, and are

too interesting in their nature not to be g^ven

entire to the reader. The party, it appears,

consisted of a portion of the St. Ijiwrence's

marines, commanded by serjeant Mayeaux, a

Frenchman, who had been seventeen years in

the British service, and who bore a most excel-

lent character. The Alexandria paper, first

assigning as a reason for giving so particular an

account of the " late affair at Benedict,'' that

some of the citizens " bore a distinguished part

in it,'* proceeds as follows :—** The cavalry of

the district arrived on Tuesday evening, about

five o'clock, and at the moment general Stewart

was preparing to attack the enemy, who w<>re in

possession of Benedict, At this moment a small

detachment of the enemy presented themselves

at the foot of the hill, not far distant from the

place where the cavalry were posted. The order

was immediately given to charge, and intercept

their retreat, which was done with so much
haste and impetuosity, as to break the ranks,

which, considering the nature of the ground,

was not injudicious. Five of the enemy were

hS f i i
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taken prisoners. The serjeant of the guatdj

having been separated from his men, and 6ndea*

vouring to make his escape, was pursued.-^—

Among the first who overtook him, was Mr.

Alexander Wise, of the Alexandria dragoons,

who made a bold but unsuccessful assault upon

him, and being unable to check his horse, passed

ten or fifteen paces beyond him. On turning his

horse, he received the fire of the serjeant, and

fell dead. At this moment Mr. Alexander

Hunter, a young gentleman of this town, (who

hsid volunteered his services for the occasion

with the cavalry, and whose conduct has already

been the subject of much and well-merited

commendation,) came up, when the seijeant

faced upon him and received the fire of his

pistol, which seemed to take effect. Mr. Hun-
ters horse being alarmed at the report:, ran some

distance from the spot. When Mr. Hunter re-

turned, he found general Stewart engaged with

this intrepid soldier. He immediately advanced

to the general's relief; upon vvhich tlje serjeant

having .had his bayonet unshipped, dropped his

musket, and, mounting an $^oining fence^ fell

upon the other side, upon his back.. Mr. Huu^
ter dismounted, and, unarmed, immediateh

followed and engaged him, demanding of several

horsemen who advanced, to,aid in securing- him*.

Two of whom presented, their pistols, and, after

calling upon Mr. Hunter to clisepgage himself
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from his antagonist, discharged their pistols

without effect. This briave marine then retreated,

unpursued^ to an adjoining swamp. Ills escape

appearing certain, unless immediately pursued,

Mr. Hunter begged the loan of a sword, which

was presented to him by the general ; and with

M'hich he alone pursued, and soon overtook him,

when a conflict ensued between them, the brave

enemy endeavouring by many and vigorous

efforts to get possession o( the sword, and refus-

ing, though repeatedly urged, to surrender,

except with his life, which a fortunate stroke

soon after terminated." lo •*> .1 uj'mo- -> ti'v/

As the writer of this article,-^—which, be it

remembered, is extracted from an American

newspaper,—alludes to some '^erroneous impres-

sions" caused by " the variety ofverbal accounts

received," we have a right to conclude, that the

account he has published is as hiuch mollifie<l

as circumstances would admit ; particularly, as

the gallant Frenchman had not been permitted to

live to tell his own story. When we reflect, too,

upon the notorious partiality of the southern

Americans towards the French, and their equally

notorious haired towards the British, the very

fact (the knowledge of which the same account

admits) that the poor sufferer was a Fenchman,

may have contributed to alter the features of this,

even in its present shape, heart-rending story.

After this wounded marine had '* dropped his

vol.. ir. s
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musket/' and, in climbing the fence, fallen

(from weakness, no doubt) " upon his back,"

was it manly f.n the two American horsemen to

*' discharge their pistols" at him ? or did Mr.

Hunter's conduct in stepping aside to allow them

to do so, entitle him to '* much and well-merited

commendation''? Was it not a cowardly act

in Mr. Hunter to borrow, and in general Stewart

to lend, a sword to attack an unarmed, already

ivounded man ?—And then, '< a fortunate stroke"

terminated the poor wretch's existence !—We
envy not the feelings of the " young gentleman"

who committed, or of the general and his party

of cavalry and volunteers who abetted, this foul

murder :—for, what else can we call it ? No
truly brave man but would have set a higher

value upon the gallant Serjeant's life, for the

determination he evinced not to surrender. Why
not have permitted him to remain in theswamp to

which he had fled : what dire mischiefcouldihave

happened to the republic by the presence of this

unarmed individual ? A day or two's residence

in the woods might have lowered his lofty spirit

;

and he would theti, perhaps, have freely surren-

dered to a tenth part of those whom he so long

kept at bay ; and from whom he would, no doubt,

have ultimately escaped, had he possessed another

musket, or perhaps another load, even, for that

which he had. Acquitting the American com-

manding officer ofthose accordant feelings whicii



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 259

long

would have prompted him to grant so brave a

man his liberty, no alternative remains to ac-

count for the general's hot pursuit of him, but

that he must have felt piqued, because iVfay-

eaux's conduct was so opposite to that of the

American captain of militia, who, in the same

neighbourhood, and about a twelvemonth pre-

vious, suffered himself to be taken prisoner by

a one-handed British lieutenant the navy.*

In vain do we search through the different

American works for any account of the capture

of Serjeant Mayeaux and his party ; although

the capture of a single individual has, on other

occasions, been exultingly recorded by the whole

of our three obsequious historians. It must be

the wish of every staunch American, that the

editor of the Alexandria newspaper had not

been so officious: be it our task to give a yet

more permanent form to the account of the

intrepid behaviour, and the dastardly murder,

of Serjeant Mayeaux.

After quitting Benedict, captain Barrie as-

cended the river to Lower iMarlborough, a town

about 28 miles from the capital of the United

States.f The party landed, and took possession

of the place; the militia, as well as the inha-

bitants, flying into the woods. A schooner,

belonging to a captain David, was captured, and

loaded with tobacco : after which, having burnt,

* Sec p. 39. f See Plate V.

.*» *
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at Lower Marlborough, and at Magruders,* on

the opposite side of the river, tobacco-stores,

containing 2800 hogsheads, and loaded the boats

with stock, the detachment re-embarked. The

Americans collected a force, etttinlated at about

350 regulars, besides militia, on Holland's clifts ;*

but some marines, being landed, traversed the

skirts of the heights, and re-embarked without

molestation; the American troops not again

shewing themselves, till the boats were out of

'gun-shot. • -•' '-'"^ '' >*'
'

-J'': "./. i'r ."•>n'f

The blockade of commodore Barney's flotilla,

and the depredations on the coasts of the Pa-

tuxent, by captain Barrie's squadron, caused

great inquietude at Washington. At length, an

order reached the American commodore, directing

him to destroy the flotilla ; in the hopes that the

British, having no longer such a temptation in

their way, would retire from a position so con*

tiguous t> the capital. The order was suspended,

owing to a proposal of colonel Wadsworth, of

the engineers; who, with two 18-pounders, upon

travelling-carriages, protected by a detachment

of marines and regular troops, engaged to drive

away the two frigates from the mouth of the

creek. The colonel established his battery

behind an elevated ridge, which sheltered him

and his men ; and, on the morning of the 26th

of June, a simultaneous attack of the gun-boats
* Sec l»late 5.
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and battery was made upon the two frigates^

Loire and Narcissus.* What with hot shot, the

position chosen by the colonel not being com-

manded by the fire from either frigate, and

captain Brown, the commanding officer's, having

no force which he could land to carry the bat-

tery,t the Loire and Narcissus retired to a station

near Point Patience ; and the American flotilla,

with the exception of one barge, which put

back, apparently disabled by the shot from the

frigates, moved out of the creek, and ascended

the Patuxent. The frigates sustained no loss

on this occasion ; but commodore Barney admits

a loss of a midshipman and three men killed,

and seven men wounded.
,i ;.? , -v.^

We have here a fine opportunity of contrast-

ing the difference in style, between a letter

written by an adopted, and one written by a

native American, upon the same subject. Com-
modore Barney writes: ''This morning, at 4

A.M. a combined attack of the artillery, marine

corps, and flotilla, was made upon the enemy's

two frigates, at the mouth of the creek. After

two hours' engagement, they got under weigh,

and made sail down the river. They are now
warping round Point Patience, and 1 am mov-

ing up the Patuxent with my flotilla."
:f

An officer on board the flotilla, writes thus

:

* Wilkinson*! Mem. Vol. I. p. 739. + Ibid, p. 740.

X Hist, of the War, p, 226.

iv J
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** We moved down with the flotilla, and joined

in the chorus with the artillery. Our Are was

terrible. At six o'clock they began to move,

and made sail down the river, leaving us

masters of the field. Thus we have again beat

them and their rockets, which they did not

spare. First, we beat ofT a few boats ; then, they

increased the number ; then, they added schoo-

ners; and now, behold the two frigates: all

have shared the same fate. We next expect

ships of the line. No matter, we will do our

duty,*'* ^i-'^-*'^'-'
:••'.' '.'i *

1 ».': i ;". v.!":

On the 4th of July, the Severn, of 50 guns,

havingjoined the Loire and Narcissus, captain

Nourse, of the first-named ship, despatched

captain Brown, with the marines of the three

ships, (150 in number,) up St. Leonard's creek.

Here two of commodore Barney's barges were

found scuttled, owing to the damage they had

received in the action with the frigates. The
barges, and several other vessels, were burnt,

?ind a large tobacco-store destroyed. Soon after

this, the British quitted the Patuxent, .-> -f-

^' On the I9th of July, rear-admiral Cockburn,

in the Marlborough 74, having been joined by

a battalion of marines, and a detachment of ma^

rine artillery, proceeded up the river Potomac,

for the purpose of attacking Leonard's-town, the

(Dapital of St. Mary's county, where the 36tb

f Naval Mpiiumeut, p. 240,
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United States' regiment ivas stationed. Ihe

inarines, under major Lewis^ were landed, whilst

the boats pulled up in front of the town ; but, on

discovering the marines, the enemy's armed

force quitted the place, and suffered the British

to take quiet possession. A quantity of stores,

belonging to the 36th regiment, and a number

of arms of different desciiptions, were found

there, and destroyed ; a quantity of tobacco,

flour, provisions, and other articles, were brought

away in the boats, and in a schooner, which was

lying off the town. Not a musket being fired,

nor an armed enemy seen, the town was spared.

The Americans having collected some Virginia

militia, at a place called Nominy-ferry, in Vir-

ginia, a considerable way up Nominy-river,

rear-admiral Cockburn, on the 21st, proceeded

thither, with the boats and marines ; the latter

commanded by captain Robyns, during the

illness of major Lewis. The enemy's position

was on a very commanding eminence, projecting

into the water ; but some marines having been

landed on its flank, and they being seen getting

up the craggy side of the mountain, while the

main body landed at the ferry, the enemy fell

back, and, though pursued several miles, till

the approach of night, escaped with the loss of

a few prisoners. Ihey had withdrawn their

field-artillery, and hid it in the woods; fearing

that, if they kept it to use against the British,

I il
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tliey n'ould not be able to retreat with it quick

cnougli to save it from capture. After taking

on board all the tobacco, and other stores found

in the place, with a quantity of cattle, and

destroying all the storehouses and buildings,

the rear-admiral re-embarked ; and, dropping

clown to another point of the Nominy river,

observed some movements on shore, upou

which he again landed with the marines. The

Americans fired a volley, but, on the advance of

the marines, fled into the woods. Every thing

in the neiglibourhood was therefore destroyed

or brought off*; and, after visiting the country

in several other directions, covering the esca})e

of the negroes who were anxious to join him,

the rear-admiral quitted the river, and returned

to the ships with 135 refugee negroes, two cap-

tured schooners, a large quantity of tobacco,

dry goods, and cattle, and a few prisoners.

Far from considering tobacco, packed up in

hogsheads, ready for shipping, as ** good prize,

by the maritime law of nations," as he did the

ijorth-vvest company's goods,* Mr. O'Coimer

calls it " plundered property," and the seizure

or destruction of it the *' petty and wanton act

of an unprincipled and mean enemy."f *

' On the 24th of July, the rear-admiral went

up St. Clement's creek, in St. Mary*s county,

with the boats and marines, to examine the

* Sec p. 193. + Hist, of the War, p. 227.
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country. The militia shev.ed themKelves occa-

kionallj, but always retreated nhen pursued

;

and the boats returned to the ships without any

casualty, having captured four schooners, and

destroyed one. The inhabitants remaining

peaceably in their houses^ the rear-admiral

did not suffer any injury to be done to them,

excepting at one farm, from which two musket-

shots had been fired at the admiral's gig, and

where the property was, therefore, destroyed.

On the 26th of July, the rear-admiral pro-

ceeded to the head of the Machodic river, in

Virginia, where he burnt six schooners, whilst

the marines marched, without opposition, over

the country on the banks of that river; and, there

not remaining any other place on the Virginia

or St. Mary's side of his last ainchorage, that the

rear-admiral had 7iiot visited, he, on the 28th,

caused the ships to move above Blackstone's

Island ; and, on the 29th, proceeded, with the

boats and marines, up the Wicomoco river. He
landed at Hamburgh and Chaptico ; from which

latter place he shipped a considerable quantity

of tobacco, and visited several houses in differ-

ent parts of the country ; the owners of which

living quietly with their families, and seeming

to consider themselves and the neighbourhood

to be at his disposal, he caused no farther incon-

venience to them, than obliging them to furnish

•t
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supplies of cattle and stock for the use of his

forces ; for which thejr were liberally paid.

On the 2d of August, the squadron drc^ped

down the Potomac, near to the entrance of the

Yocomoco river, which the rear-admiral en-

tered on the following day, with the boats and

marines, and landed with the latter. The

enemy had here collected in great force, and

made more resistance tlian usual, but the ardor

and determination of the rear-admiraVs gallant

little band, carried all before it; and, after

forcing the enemy to give way, the marines fol-

lowed him 10 miles up the country, captured a

field-piece, and burnt several houses, which had

been converted into depdts for militia-arms,

kc. Learning, afterwards, that general Hun-
gerford had rallied his men at Kinsale, the rear-

udmiral proceeded thither; and, though the

enemy's position was extremely strong, he had

only time to give the British an ineffectual volley

before the latter gained the height, when he

again retired with precipitation ; and did not

re-appear. The stores found at Kinsale were

then shipped without molestation ; and, hav-

ing burnt the store-houses and other places,

with two old schooners, and destroyed two bat-

teries, the rear-admirp! re-embarked, bringing

away five prize-schooners, a large quantity of

tobacco, tiour, &c. a field-piece, and a few pri-
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soners. The Ameriean general Taylor was

wounded and tinhorsed, and escaped only

through the thickness of the wood and bushes,

into which he ran. The British had three men
killed, and as many wounded. Thus 500 Bri-

tish marines penetrated 10 miles into the enemy's

country, and skirmished, on their way back,

surrounded by woods, in the face of the whole

collected militia of Virginia, under generals

Hungjrford and Taylor; and yet, after this

long march, carried the heights of Kinsale in

the most gallant manner.

Coan river, a few miles below Yocomoco,

being the only inlet on the Virginia side of the

Potomac, that the rear-admiral had not visited,

he proceeded on the 7th to attack it, with the

boats and marines. After a tolerably quick fire

on the boats, the enemy went off precipitately,

with the guns : the battery was destroyed, and

the river ascended, in which three schooners

were captured, and some tobacco brought off.

On the 12th, the rear-admiral proceeded up

St. Mary's creek, and landed in various parts of

the country about that extensive inlet ; but

without seeing a single armed person, though

militia had formerly -been stationed at St. Mary's

factory for its defence ; the inhabitants of the

state appearing to consider it wiser to submit,

than to attempt opposition. On the loth of

August, the rear-admiral again landed within

•i V
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St. Mary's creek ; but found, in the different

parts of the country, the same- quiet and sub^*

missive conduct on the part of the inhabitants,'

as in the places visited on the 12th. The ac-

count of the preceding operations on the coasts

of the Chesapeake, with a battalion of marines,

a detachment of marine-artillery and of seamen,

in all, under 700 men, is extracted exclusively,

from rear-admiral Cockburn's official report of

his proceedings: the truth of which is taciily

admitted by the silence of the American his-

torians on the subject ; although the British

accounts had long previously come to their

hands. , ,; '

M'hile the British men-of-war were lying in

the rivers of the Chesapeake, the negroes from

the neighbouring plantations were continually

flocking to the banks ; entreating, by the most

piteous signs, to be rescued from a life of slavery.

Could such appeals be made in vain ?—They

were taken off, by hundreds: and obtained from

an enemy that liberty, which their own free

country denied to them. It was in vain that

the American government, by asserting, through

the medium of the prints *' known to be friendly

to the war,'* that the British, after receiving the

negroes, " shipped the wretches to the West

Indies, where tliey were sold as slaves, for the

benefit of British otlicers,'** attempted to check

* History of the War. p. 183,



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 26d

the flow of slave'eniigration. This plan fai[ingr>

the editor of the ** Norfolk Herald" was in-

structed or induced to say :
—*' To take cattle

or other stock, wOuld be consistent with the

usage of civilized warfare ; but to take negroes,

who are human beings ; to tear them for ever

from their kindred and connexions, is what we

should never expect from a Christian nation,

especially one that has done so much to abolish

the slave-trade. There are negroes in Virginia,

and, we believe, in all the southern states, who

have their interests and affections as strongly

engrafted in their hearts, as the whites, and who

feel the sacred ties of filial, parental, and con-

jugal affection, equally strong, and who are

warmly attached to their owners, and the scenes

of their nativity. To those, no inducement

which the enemy could offer, would be sufficient

to tempt them away. To drag them away, then,

by force, would be the greatest cruelty. Yet, it

is reserved for England, who boats of her reli-

gion and love of humanity, to practice this

piece of cruelty, so repugnant to the dictates of

Christianity and civilization."*

Whether this article was penned at Washing-

ton, or on board of one of the British ships in

the bay, it is the happiest piece of satire, that

has appeared in an American newspaper. It

commences with an unqualified admission, tiuit,

*IIisloryof theWar, p. 1 83.

;!' <!;.
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** to take cattle or other stock" i» *^ comistent

with the usage of civilized warfare ;" whereas, in

all theAmerican histories, not excepting that even

from which the extract is made, the British are

accused of*' plundering large quantitiesofcattle."

As, however, the British commanders, whenever

the owners could be found* invariably paid for

what they did take, the admission is of Uttt^

use. But are not those '* human beings, who
have their interests and affections as strongly

engrafted in their hearts as the whites," part,

and a valuable part too, of the *' stock" «f an

American planter ?—^The reader has only to take

up a Charlestown, a Washington, a Richmond,

or even a *' Norfolk" nevvspap*er, and a whole

side of advertisements, will presently assure him

of the degrading fact. Let it not be concealed

either, that the treatment of the slaves in, and

who form so great a portion of the southern

pojiulatiou of, the United States, is ten-times

more horrid and disgusting than any thing that

occurs among a similar class of '^ human beings"

in the British West Indies. In addition to the

accounts published in the American newspapers,

and the description given, and marks shown by,

the refugee-slaves themselves, it is only neces-

sary, in order to substantiate the fact, to refer

to the code of laws by which the American, in

comparison with that by which the British,

negroes are governed. Me freely admit that,
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" to drag away, by force," those slaves who
(if any such are to be found in the United States)

are " warmly attached to their owners and to the

place of their^nativity,'' would be *' the greatest

cruelty." But who has done so ? The British

in the Chesapeake, as the Americans themselves

inform us, were frequently straitened for pro-

visions ; how ridiculous, then, is the charge, that

the captains of ships, by way of encreasing the

consumption on board, and without any corres-

ponding benefit, should send parties on shore,

first to catch,—in which they must have been

tolerably active,—and then to " drag away,"

the slaves of the American planters. If, for

receiving on board such as voluntarily offered

themselves, the British officers required any other

sanction than " the dictates of Christianity and

civilization," they might find it in the following

resolution, submitted to the consideration of the

house of representatives of the UnitCv' States, by

Mr. Fisk, of Vermont :
—'* Resolved, that the

committee on public lands be instructed to

enquire into the expediency of giving to each

deserter from the British army, during the pre-

sent war, 100 acres of the public lands, such

dc'ertti* actually settling the same."* We have

here a fine specimen of the " national honor" of

the United States, about which so much has been

said and written

!

1 * National latelligencer, Sept. 28th, 1814..

#
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CHAPTER XIX..

^fl»7y intimation of the attack upon Washington—
Defensive preparations in consequence—Arrival

at Bermuda of troopsfrom France—Departure

of general Ross in the Tonnant for the Chesa-

peake—Reconnoissance on shore hy the latter and

rear-admiral Cockburn—Meditated attack upon

Washington—Arrival of the troops from Ber-

muda—Different routes to Washington—Captain

Gordon's affair in the Potomac—Disemharca-

tion of the troops at Benedict in the Patuxent—
Pursuit^ hy the combined forces, of commodore

Barney'sflotilla—Its destruction—March of the

British troops— Their arrival at Upper Marl-

borough— Rear-admiral Cockburn s junction

/ with them— Advance of the British towards

Washington—Correct American account of their

' • iiumber—Retreat of the American army by Bla-

densburg to Washington— Further advance of

the British—American account of general Win-

der s force—Re^advance to Bladensburg—Ap-

pearance on the field of the president of the

• ' United States—American account tf the battle

of Bladensburg— Flight of the Americans—
Mutual loss—Behaviour of Mr. Madison— ///*•

narrow escapefrom capture—American plans of
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.; t?ieir towns and cities; ofNew York in particular

«; -^Brief description of Washington—Advance of

part of the British force from Bladensburg^-^

—Its encampment near Washington—Reconnois-

saiice of general Ross and other officers—-Fire

opened upon them.—Advance of the light com*

. panits—Destruction of the capital and two houses

t whence thejireproceeded—Explosion at the navy-

yard—Arrival at the encampment of remainder

of British forces—Entry into Washington of

200 British—Destruction ofthe presidents house ;

also of the treasury and war offices—Anecdote of

a British cenlinel—Amount of American force

in the vicinity—Accident at Greenleaf^s-point—
Destruction of the secretary's ofstate's office, rope-

walks, ordnance, bridge, navy-yard, Sfc. —
Amount of public property destroyed'—'Acknow"

ledged respect paid to private property—-Depar-

iure of the British from Washington—Their

unmolested arrival, and disembarkation, at Bene-

diet—American accounts—Er'roneous impression

respecting rear-admiral Cockburn's conduct at

Washington—Sir Alexander Cochrane's letter to

Mr, Munro, and its reply—Mr. Madison's pro-

clamation—British accounts—Annual Register

—Parliamentary speech, , .
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oOME hints thrown out by the Britisih coqi-

missioners at the conference at Ghent, coupled

with the rumoured destination of British troops

VOL. ir. T
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shipping id the ports of France, induced the

American commissioners to intimate to their

government, that an attack upon the federal

city would probably be made in the course of

the summer of 1814. This notice reached Mr.

Madison on the 26th of June; and, on the 1st of

July, he submitted to his council a plan for im-

mediately calling 2 or 3000 men into the field,

and holding 10 or 12000 militia and volunteers,

of the neighbouring states, in readiness to rein-

force that corps. On the next day, he created

into a ihilitary district, the whole state of Mary-

land, the district of Columbia, and that part of

Virginia north of the Rappahannock river, em-

bracing an exposed coast of nearly 1000 miles ;

vulnerable at every point, and intersected by

many large rivers, and by Chesapeake bay. On
the 4th of July, as a further defensive prepara-

tion, the president made a requisition to the

several states of the union, for 93500 militia, as

authorized by law ; designating their respective

quota, and requesting the executive magistrates

of each state, to detach and hold them in readi-

ness for immediate service. Of these 93300

militia, 15000 were to be drawn from the tenth

military district, or that surrounding the metro-

polis ; for whose defence they were intended.

On the 2d of June sailed from Verdun roads,

the Royal Oak, rear-admiral Malcolin, accom-

panied by three frigates, three sloops, two bomb-
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vessels, five ships armies en fiiile^ and three

transports, having on board the 4th, 2!st, 44th,

and 85th, regiments, with a proportion of royal

artillery^ and sappers and miners, under the

command of major-general Ross. On the 24th

of July the squadron arrived at Bermuda, and

there joined vice-admiral Cochrane, in the

Tonnant. On the 2d of August, vice-admiral

Cochrane, having received on board the Tonnant

major-general Ross and his staff, sailed^ in com-

pany with the Euryalus, for Chesapeake bay ;

and, on the 14th of August, arrived, and joined

the Albion, vice-admiral Cockburn,ofrthe mouth
of the Potomac. On the next day, major-

general Ross, accompanied by rear-admiral

Cockburn, went on shore to reconnoitre. The
rear-admiral's knowledge of the country, as well

as the excellent plan he adopted to prevent sur-

prise, enabled the two officers to penetrate

further, than would otherwise have been pru-

dent. The thick woods that skirt, and the

numerous ravines that intersect, the different

roads around Washington, offer important advan-

tages to an ambushing enemy. Rear-admiral

Cockburn, therefore, in liis frequent walks

through the country, invariably moved forward

between two parties of marines, occupying, in

open order, the woods by the road-side. Each

marine carried a bugle, to be used as a signal,

in case of casual separation, or the appearance
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of an enemy. It was during the excursion with

general Ross, that rear-admiral Cockburn sug-

gested the facility of an attack upon the city of

Washington ; and general Ross determined, as

soon as the troops should arrive from Bermuda,

to make the a tempt.

On the 17th of August, rear-admiral Malcolm,

with the troops, arrived, and joined vice-admiral

Cochrane, off the mouth of the Potomac ; and

the whole proceeded to tlie Patuxent, about 20

miles further up the bay. In the meantime,

captain Gordon, wit ii some vessels of the squad-

ron, had been detached up the Potomac^ to

bombard Fort-Warburton, situate on the left

bank of that river, about 14 miles below the

federal city; and captain Parker, with the Mene-

laus frigate, up the Chesapeake, abo'> v Baltimore,

to create a diversion in that quarter. The

successful proceedings of captain Gordon, in

the destruction of the fort ; and,—a measure

entirely his own,—the capture of the populous

town of Alexandria, will be found fully

detailed in our naval volume.* The direct

route to Washington, from the mouth of the

Potomac, was up i flat river, about 50 miles, to

Fort-Tobacco ; thence, over land, by the village

of Piscataway, .32 miles, to the low er bridge across

the eastern branch of the Potomac ; but, as no

doubt could be entertained that this britlge,

* James's Na?. Occur, p. 381—6.
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which was half a mile long^, and had a draw at

the west-end, would be defended, as well by a

body of troops, as by a heavy sloop of war and

a armed schooner, known to be in the river,

the route up the Patuxent, and by Bladensburg,

where the eastern branch, in case of the bridge

at that spot Leing destroyed, could be easily

forded, was preferred.

Commodore Barney s gun -boats were still lying

in the Patuxent, up which they had been driven.*

An immediate attempt against this ''* much-

vaunted flotilla" offered two advantages; one,

in its capture or destruction, the other, as a pre-

text for ascending the Patuxent, with the troops,

destined for the attack of the city. Part of the

ships, having advanced as high up the river as

the depth of water would allow, disembarked the

troops, on the 19th and 20th of August, at Bene-

dict,t a small town, about 50 miles south-east

of Washington. On the evening of the 20th,

rear-admiral Cockburn, taking with him the

armed boats and tenders of the fleet, proceeded

up the river, to attack commodore Barney's

ilotilla ; and to supply with provisions, and, if

necessary, afford protection to, the army, as it

ascended the right bank. For the full details of

the successful enterprise against the American

flotilla, we must refer to our naval volume.J In

See252 p. + See Plate V.

^ Jamei's Nay. Occur, p. 375.
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justice to commodore Barney, we shall here

introduce general Wilkinson's statement upon

the subject. " Cockburn,'' says the general,

'''with his barges, pursued Barney's flotilla,

whi^h had, by order of president Madison, been

iinfortunately abandoned, and was, without re-

i^istahce, blown up ; when it will be apparent to

every competentjudge, that, from the narrowness

of the channel, the commodore could have

defended himself, and repulsed any floating force

the enemy could have brought against him ; and

his flanks were well secured, by the extent ofthe

niak'ches on both sides of the river.'' * >>.« ^:^i h,

Mt. Thomson has found out, that general

Ross, while on his march, avoided an engage-

ment with an inferior number ofAmerican troops.

Having previously stated the British force at

" about 6000 regulars, seamen, and marines,"

bieing 1000 more than Mr. O'Connor, and 2000

tnore than doctor Smith makes them, Mr. Thom-
8Joh says :— ** The enemy approached the wood-

yard, a position 12 miles only from the city, and

at which general Winder's forces were draWn tip.

•Theee consisted of about 5000 men, and oflT^Nred

^battle to the British traops. But general Ross^

ttpdn reaching the neighbourhood of Notting-

ham, turned to his Hght, and took the road to

Marlborough, upon vihich general Winder fell

back to Battalion Old Fields, about eight miles

« WilkiqsoD's Mem. Vel.l. p. 766.
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from the city." * To make it appear, also, that

the British were actually pursued, h^, in t\^e very

next paragraph, declares, that '^ several pri-

soners" were taken. As general Ross, after

stating the landing of the army, says merely :r—

*' On the 21st it reached Nottingham," we shpuld

have only the improbability of the thing to

oppose to Mr. Thomson's gasconade, had not

general Wilkinson touched upon thb subject.

*' On the morning of the 22d," says the general,

f* the cavalry of Laval and Til^hman, say 200

ip^n, with the regular troops, under lieutenant-

colonel Scott, about 400 strong, were ordered

to advance towards Nottingham, and reached

Oden's house, where they were soon followed b^

major Peter, H^ith six 6-pounders, flying ^rti^-

lery, and a detachment of about 2dQ select mep.

General Ross marched from Nottlngh^mi the

sam^ morning, by the chapel road }^adpng to

JMarlborough ; and, on discovering thf; Ameri-

can troops, made a detachment to his left to

meet them, which advanced to the foot of the

hill near Oden's bofise, when the American

troops fell back, and the enemy resumed the^r

march, j .ff^y^ ^^i^nj-jt- ,^,,} i^..^^ rj^-Hn
'

i -i

., On the afternoon of the 22d, general Ross,

with the troops, arrived, and encamped, at the

town of Upper Marlborough, situate about four

* Sketches of the War, p. SSI. hn kmi;'*^

f Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 705.
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miles up the western branch of the Patuxent.

The men, therefore, after having been nearly

three months on board ship, had, in less than

three day 9, marched 40 miles ; and that in the

month of August, when the sultriness of the cli-

mate could scarcely be tolerated. We may form

some idea of the military obstacles that might

have pk^esented themselves during the march, by

the observations of general Wilkinson. '* Not a

single bridge," says he, " was broken, not a cause-

way destroyed, not an inundation attempted,

not a tree fallen, not a rood of the road ob-

structed, nor a gun tired at the enemy, in a

march of near 40 miles, from Benedict to Upper

Marlborough, by a route on which there are 10

or a dozen difiicult defiles; which, with a few

hour's labour, six pieces of light artillery, 300

Ihfahtry, 200 riflemen, and 60 dragoons, might

have been defended against any force that could

approach them : such is the narrowness of the

road, the profundity of the ravines, the steep-

ness of the acclivities, and the sharpness of the

ridges."* While general Ross and his men were

resting themselves at Upper Marlborough, gene-

rel Winder and his army, now joined by com-

modore fiarney and the men of his flotilla, were

lying at their encampment at the long Old

Fields, only eight miles distant. With the full

knowledge (»f what a fatiguing march the British

* WilkinsoD's Mem. Vol. I. p. 750.



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 381

the

had made, the hero of La Colle mill declares,

that general Ross, with his " 4 or 5000 veteran

troops, ought to have marched upon and routed**

general \V inder.* The latter, however, ** rashly

kept his position during the night ;" and, on

the next morning, the American troops were

reviewed by Mr. Madison, " their commander-

in-chief, whose martial appearance gladdened

every countenance and encouraged every heart."*

Soon after the review, a detachment from the

American army advanced along the road to

Upper Marlborough; and, after exchanging a

few shots with the British skirmishers, fell back

to the main body.

On the morning of the 23d, rear-adniiral Cock-

burn, having left at Pig-point, directly opposite

to the western branch,*!' the marines of the ships,

under captain Robyns, and two divisions of the

boats, crossed over, with the third division, to

Mount Calvert ; and proceeded, by land, to the

Britihh encampment at Upper Marlborough.

The little opposition experienced by the army

in its march from Benedict, and the complete

success that had attended the expedition against

commodore Barney s flotilla, determined major-

general Ross to make an immediate attempt

upon the city of Washington, distant from

Upper Marlborough not more than 16 miles. ,

At the desire ofthe major-general, the marine

* Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 766. t See Plate V,

.
i<1
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and naval forces at Pig-point were moved over

to Mount Calvert ; and the ship-marines, marine-

artillery, and 1^ proportion of seamen, joined the

armj at Upper Marlborough. It is now time

to give the numbers of the British, so fearlessly

approaching the metropolis of the United States.

Fortunately, the only American account which

pretends to any accuracy upon that point,

supplies us with the necessary information.

" Those,'* says Dr. Smith, '* who had the best

opportunities of counting them, (the British,)

calculated that their whole number was about

4000 ; and this calculation is warranted by the

incidents in the field."* He then states, that

the British army, under major-general Ross, was

distributed into three brigades ; the first bri-

gade, commanded by colonel Brooke, of the

44th, and composed of the 4th and 44th regi-

ments; the second brigade, commanded by

colonel Patterson, of the 21st regiment, and

composed of that regiment, the second battalion

of marines^ and the ship-marines under captain

Robyns ; the third brigade, commanded by

colonel Thornton, of the 85th light infantry,

and composed of that regiment, the light com-

panies of t^«% 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, one

company of marine skirmishers, a detachment

of colonial marines, also of royal artillery, with

two 3-pounders and a howitzer, and a party of

* History of the United SUtes, Vol. III. p. 298.
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seaknen and engineers, with rockets.* LeayiBg

captain Robyns, with the marines of the ships,

in possession of Upper Marlborough, inigor*

general Ross and rear-admiral Cockburn, with

the troops, marines, and seamen, whosa number,

notwithstanding the absence of captain Robjns
and his party, we will still state at 4O00, moved
forward, on the evening of the 33d ; and, before

dark, arrived, and bivouacked for the night, at

a spot five miles nearer to Washington.f . ^^

As if by concert, the American army retired

from the long Old Fields, about the same time

that the British army advanced from tapper

Marlborough ; the patroles of the latter actu-

ally occupying, before midnight, the ground

which the former had abandoned. . The Ameri-

can ariny did not stop till it reached Washing-

ton ; where it encamped, for the night, near the

navy-yard.":^ On the same evening, upwards of

2000 troops arrived at Bladensburg from Bal-

timore. At day-light on the miwning of the

24th, general Ross put his troops in motion for

Bladensburg, 12 mileb fW>m his camp; and,

having halted by the way, arrived at the heights

facing the village about half-past 11 o'clock. §

While the British troops are restinj^ themselves,

and preparing for the attack, we wilt endeavour

• Hist, of the United States, Vol. III. p. 298.
''

t Sec Plate V. J WUkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 767.

, .»» .-? % See Plate VI. dd,
, ., ,
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to place before the reader, the force which they

had to oTercome, before they could enter the

tnetropolis of the United States.
,

*> " The army under general M'^inder," sayt

doctor Smith , * * consisted of:— * « ^ - ,-*
i
^ h> i t -^^ »

^

« United States* dragooni

Maryland ditto

'^' District of Columbia ditto

»j Virginia ditto

Regular iafantry

SeameP; and marines

; -I

Stansbuij's brigade of militia

Sterrett's regiment, ditto

* Baltimore artillery, ditto ' *
^

^' Pinkney*8 battalion, ditto

d,: ##»'??!

%j-, f »*,

'

140
,

340

100 •- '.

539
500 * '

000
1100

1353

500

150 ^:
4153

1070

240 '•*

150 f«

150
ICIO

800 m

Smith's brigade, ditto . - . -

"r Cramer's*battalion, ditto - - -

t>i Waring's detachment, ditto . • .

Is Maynard's ditto ditto - . - -

*^ Beall's and Hood's regiment of ditto

iiiVolnnteer corps ^4l im i~hili-'?Hh oah S50 *i

. , , • 1150

Jwm ;t|m«3 Mil i Total at 31a4ensburg - 0^43

^^r;to>la'*j Mvj-i^ji4i| At handf j^^jjilj/ ai^f^is^l

'^Ybung's brigade of militia - **#tit€ # 450 ^
^ij Minor's Virginia corps - - 'irmmh 600 m

.7

Grand Total
^0L 'r .U!

* (Hist, of the U. S. Vol. III. p. 297.

1050

7583*
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According to general Armstrong's letter to

the editor of the <* Baltimore Patriot/' of Sep-

tember 3, general Winder had, under his com-

mand, exclusive of the 15000 militia he was

directed to call out, as many regular troops

and seamen, as would make his total force,

when assembled, *' 16300 men." " General

Winder," proceeds doctor Smith, " after the

battle, reported his forces at about 5000

men ; * nearly 2600 less than appears from

the preceding detail."t Nor has the general

given any account of his artillery ; although we
find that *' the American army had, on the field,

not fewer than 23 pieces, varying from 6 to

18 •pounders."'!' This army was drawn up, in

two lines, upon very commanding heights, on

the north of the turnpike-road leading from

Bladensburg to Washington ; and, as an addi-

tional incitement to glory on the part of the

American troops, their president was on the

field. *' Every eye," says general Wilkinson,

** was immediately turned upon the chief; every

bosom throbbed with confidence ; and every

nerve was strung with valor. No do;\ibts

remained with the troops that, in their chief

magistrate they beheld their commander-in-

chief, who, like another Maurice, having, by his

irresolution in council, exposed the country to

the chances and accidents of a general engage-

* App. No. as. t Hist, of the U. S. Vol. III. p. 297.
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ment, had now come forwttird to repair the

error, by his activity in the field ; determined to

throw himself into the gap of danger, and not

to survive the honor of his country, especially

entrnsted to his guardianship."*^^' ) '< ^.»t.v.-r;h

The aiTair,—'for it hardly deserves the name

of battle,-^of Bladensburg, may be given in the

wbtdn of general Wilkinson ; assisted by a refer-

ence to his own diagram.^ *' The enemy/' sayii

the general, *' made the attack with- their light

brigade ; the right wing, led by colonel Brooke,

of the 44tb regiment, and the left by colonel

Thornton, of the 85th. They crossed the bridge

in disorder, and the skirmishers lulvanced in

loose order, and forced the battery and riflemen

in A, e. The right wing formed in u, «, and

followed the skirmishers through the corn-field,

p, p, and the orchard, q, q, and over the field,

forward of the tobacco-house, k. Captain

Doughty," (with a corps of riflemen,] " formed

in /, gave a few fires, and retired with the rest

ofthe troops ; and the enemy pursued to the

fence 14, 14; while our troops generally re-?

treated,** proceeds the general, **by r, r, r."

Before we proceed to detail the operations of

colonel Thornton's wing, a little explanation,

as to numbers, may be necessary. The Ameri*

can force, thus routed by about 750 rank and

file of the 4th and 44th regiments, including a

« Wilkinson^! Mem. Vol. I. p. 7€(. i See Plate VJ.-
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rocket-party, coirai»ted of, regular and roilitiR

dragoons, dSO; Ynajor Finkney's battalion of

militia-riflemen, 150; Donghtj's riflemen, num-
ber not stated; StaUsbury's militia-brigade,

1353 ; Sterret*8 militia-regiment, 500 ; Balti-

more artillery, with six pieces,* 150; major

Peters, with six pieces ofartillery, and lieutenarit-

colonel Scott, with the 36th United States'

regiment, together, 500 ;t Burch's artillery,

with four pieces.:^ number of men not given ;^

Smith's militia brigade, 1070: total 4000 men,

and 16 pieces of artillery. It is fortunate that

we have American testimony for the extraor-

dinary account here given.

Requesting the reader again to turn to the

diagram, we will, with general Wilkinson's

assistance, narrate the proceedings of the re-

mainder of the British and American forces.

*' Colonel Thornton,** says he, " with the left

wing, pushed up the turnpike-road, and was

about to attack the 5th regiment, in flank, when
it gave way. There were a great many com-

manders this day, and, among them, not the

least discerning, colonel Wadsworth ; who, to

avoid interference with others, and render what

service he could, had prepared, and, with a few

hands, brought forward, two field-pieces to /, /,

on the turnpike, with intention to open and

• See Plate VI. h. + Ibid. 9 and 10.

X Ibid. O.
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maintain a retreating fire upon the column of

the enemy as it advanced; which, while his

flanki' were secure, would undoubtedly have

retardx<)d, galled, and cut them sensibly ; but,

after the first shot, which will be found in the

under-work of the bridge, his men introduced

the wrong end of the cartridge, and, instead of

drawing it to get it out, depressed the muzzle of

the piece until the trail and wheels overturned,

and, by this time, the enemy was so near as to

oblige them to flee for safety. Seeing the troops

on his right give way, colonel Thornton advanced,

crossed the conduit, and ascended the opposite

side of the ravine ; but was so warmly received

by commodore Barney's battery of three

18 pounders at 4, * that, after some pause and

fluctuation, he turned to his left, and displayed

in a field in 2, 2, where he, for a few rounds^

combated a valorous little band of the marine

corps, commanded by captain Miller, with

three 12-pounders, in 3, and the flotilla-men of

commodore Barney, in 5, 5 ; which forced him

to incline to his left, and endeavour to turn the

American right, by a wood, in 2, 2, 2, 2, where

he was met by colonel Beall, who was formed

under the summit of a conical hill, in 6, 6.'*

General Wilkinson then introduces a long letter

from colonel Beall ; from which ue gather, that,

after firing a few rounds, the latter and his

» SeePlateVI. ^7 \,.ii



GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 289

regi in«nt, took to their heels. After a resistance,

which, compared to the behaviour of the Ame-
rican troops in general, may be termed gallant,

the flotilla-men and marinee retreated ; leaving

upon tlie field, their commanders, commodore

Barney and captain Miller, severely wounded

;

and who, along with their guns, fell into the

hands of the British. Without considering that

the American right was reinlbrced by its re-

treating left, or the British left by its advancing

right, we may state the relative numbers, at thin

end of the field, as 750 British and 3500 Ame-
ricans. Ten pieces ofcannon were taken ; but

not above 190 prisoners ;* '* owing," says rear-

admiral Coekburn, '* to the swiftness with

which the enemy went oiT, and the fatigue our

army had previously undergone." f The ra«

treating American troops proceeded, with all

hastC) towards Washington; and the British

troops, including the rear-division, which had,

just at the close of the short scuffle, arrived upon

the ground, halted, to take some refreshment, m
Had it not been for the American artillery,

the loss of the British would have been Tery

trifling. We find 24 pieces marked upon gene-

ral Wilkinson's diagram.{ Those at A com-

pletely enfiladed the biidge, and were very

destructive to the advancing column. Under

.w ttH.m
* App. No. 66. i App. No, 63.

X See Plate VI. A, o, 10, 4, 3, / /. ^
TOL. II. V
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these circumstances^^ the British loss amounted

to, one captain, two lieutenants, five Serjeants^

and 56 rank and file, killed ; two lieutenant-

colonels, one major, one captain, 14 lieutenants,

two ensigns, 10 Serjeants, and 155 rank and

file, wounded ; total, 64 killed, 185 wounded:

grand total, 249. Of the American loss we

have no very accurate account. Mr. Thomson,

in the single i. istance of the Bladensburg battle,

does not say a word on the subject. Doctor

Smith says:—"General Winder supposed that

the loBs of his army was from 30 to 40 killed,

and from 50 to 60 wounded.* It is believed,

however, that this is a large computation; for

doctor Catlet, the attending surgeon, stated the

killed at 10 or 12; and the wounded, some of

.

Wfhom died, at 30." f As the British two

3^pounders and howitzer, being stationed near

to e, in^ Bladensburg village, were of little

.

service ; and, as the Americans did not stay to

receive many rounds of musketry, nor one thrust

of the bayonet, their trifling loss is by no n^eani^

extraordinary. Without wishing to exult over

a fallen foe, we may express our surprise, that

the classical ground, j: in the 'neighbourhood of

which " the meritorious conquerors of Tecum-

seh^''§ auiorig other American troops, were

drawn up, should have failed to inspire them

App. No. 66. + Hist, of the U. States, Vol. III. p. 298.

% Thermopylae, Tiber, &c. '^'^ '*•*'

§ Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 770; and our Vol. I. p. 294.
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with a portion of that *' Roman," or, in. reference

to ** American," ** second, degree v?l\ot,'' spoken

of by an American cohgrcss-man.* '

What became of Mr. Madison ? is a question

the reader is, no. doubt, anxious to,have solved^

We shall here quote, and let it be understood

that we are quoting, the words of an American

writer:-—" INot all the allurements of fame, not

all the obligations of duty, nor the solenui invo-

cations of honor, could excite a spark of courage:

the love of a life which had become use}&ss to

mankind, and served but to embarrass the public

councils, an.d prejudice, the public cfiuse, stifled

the v6ice of patriotism, and prevailed ; over,the

love of glory; and, at the very first .shot, the

trembling cowwd, with a faltering. \!oice,' exr

claimed :-r-;' Gome j general Armstrong; comt*,

colonfl Munro; let.us go, and; les^yie it, to the

con^uahding general.* ^'f According to the

testimony of Mr. WilUam Simmons, pne of tlie

witnesses examin^ by the American committee

of investigsjtioji, assembled in consequence of

the capture of Washington, the American pre-

sident, the attorney-generai, and secretaries of

war and state, were indebted to his infortna-

tion, for not having fallen into the hands of

major-general Ross, rear-admiral Cockburn,

colonel Thornton, and a number of staff-officers,

who, in their undk-ess coats, had entered Bla-

» See p. 25% + Willi inson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 783.
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densburg, by a circuitous route, unobserved by
any but Mr. Simmons. A delay of five minutes

would, it appears, have placed the commander-

in-chief of the armies of the United States, and
the whole executive corps, in the hands of the

British* -« ^'*^ -^ « *-' ''•-'*^ f'^sot^jj ^ji=tj* >?»

' Europeans, often to their cost, read accounts

of the fine rich land to be met with, in almost

all parts of the United States. It is a matter of

equal policy, to show the existence of markets

capable of carrying off the abundant produce of

so fruitful a soil : therefore, most plans of towns

or cities sent to Europe from the United States,

have their sites ready covered with all the

streets, which even a century may not see built.

We have now before us a large folding map of

the city of New York^ with all its squares

filled up in black, resembling a map of

London, rather than of Liverpool, which it

scarcely reaches in population. It will not,

then, surprise the reader, that the city of

Washington, or, as the bard of Lalla Rookb once

sang,— .

'vr
*

" Tkb famed metropolii, where Fancy seet

, . Squares in morasses, obelbks in trees

;

Which traTcUing fools and gasetteers adorn,

With shrines unbuilt, and her<|es yet unborn ;"

. i i
I

^t 'i,'-

covering, as it does, about eight square miles of

ground, should contain no more than 400 houses

;

ri^
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less, thaii is to be found in a single street

of London.* i-'.

» As soon as the troops were refreshed, general

Itoss and rear-admiral Cockburn, *' with 1000

nien,"t moved forward fromBladensburg; and^

at about eight o'clock in the evening, arrived

at an open piece of ground, two miles { from the

federal citj. The troops were here drawn up,

while major-general Ross, rear-admiral Cock-

burn, and several other ofifcers, accompanied by a
small guard, rode forward to reconnoitre. On
arrivingopposite to some houses, the party halted;

and, jUst as the officers had 4;]osed each other, in

order to consult whether or not it would be

prudent to enter the heart of the city that night,

a volley was fired from the windows ofone of two

adjoining houses, and from the capitol ; § which

volley killed one soldier, and general Ross's

horse from under him, and wounded three

soldiers. ||
Rear-admiral Cockburn instantly

rode back to the detachment, stationed in

advance; and soon returned with the light

companies. The house was then surrounded

;

and, after some prisoners had been taken from

it,
II
set on fire; the adjoining house fell with it.

The capitol, which was contiguous to these

t Strand. f History of the United States, Vol. III. p. $94.

\ Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 791. ^ App. No. 63,

II
Poulsoa's Philadelphia paper^ of August 30, 1814w
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houses, and which was ^'capable of being made

an impregnable citadel against an enemy, with

little artillerr, and that of the lighter classi"*

was also set on fire. The ** capitol containin*^

the senate-chamber, representative-hall, supreme

court-room, congressional library, and legisla-

tive archives;"'!' these rooms, *^ or public build-

ings,'' as many of our London journalists have

called them, could not otherwise than share

the fate of the building of which they formed

part. • 'i't^stif'^H*'*' '"• •> |f*«;%'fi^ '>^^o1 l^fn!VJ1'' Iftifft'p

Scarcely had the flames burst out from the

capitol and the two contiguous houses, than an

awful explosion announced, that the Americans

were emplo3'ed upon the same business in the

lower part of the city. By this time the re-

mainder of the British forces from Bladensburg

had arrived at the encampment. At about half-

past 10, after a party had been sent to destroy

the fort and public works at Greenleaf's point,

ni'ajor-general Ross, and rear-admiral Cockburn,

each at the head of a small detachment of men,

numbering, together, not more than 200, J pro-

ceeded down the hill towards the president's

palace. Finding it utterly abandoned, and

hearing, probably, that a guard of soldiers, with

* two pieces of cannon, well-mounted on travel-

* History of the United States, Vol. II f. p. 290. + Ibid. 294.
asMi

J Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 791. '^'^ '
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ling carriages;'^* 4iad been stationed at^and but

recently fled from, this the American ^' com-

mander-in-chiefs'' head-quarters, the British

caused it to be set on fire. A log-hut, under

isimilar circumstances, would have shared the

same fate^ and the justice of the measure not

been disputed. Why, then, in a country where

" equality of rights" is daily preached up,

should the palace be held more sacred than the

cottage ? The loss of the one falls, where it

ought, upon the nation at large ; the loss of the

other,—-a lamentable case, at all times,—solely

upon the individual proprietor. Had generals

Armstrong and M'CIure consulted this principle,

the village of Newark would have remained

undestroyed; and the feelings of humanity not

have been so outraged as they still are, at the

bare recital of that atrocious proceeding.

^ To the building, containing the treasury and

war offices, the torches of the conquerors were

next applied. On arriving opposite to the office

of the ** National Intelligencer,'' the American

government-paper,—whose editor, Mr. Gale», a

British subject, had been giving currency to the

grossest falsehoods against the British comman-

ders in the Chesapeake, and against the British

character in general,—rear-admiral Cockburn

observed to the inhabitants near him, that he

* Testimony of Mr. Wm. Simmons, before the American

committee of investigation.

i {
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must destroy it. On being told, however, that th^

ac^oining buildings would be likely to tuHe fire»

he deKisted. The rear-admiral, then, wishing the

inhabitants ' good night', and assuring them

that private property and persons should be

respected, departed to his quarters on the capi«

tol-hilE. Early on the next morning the rear<»

admiral was seen walking about the city, accom«

panied by three soldiers only. Indeed, general

Wilkinson says :—^* A single centinel, who had

been accidentally left on post near the office of

%he National Intelligencer, kept undisturbed

possession of the central part of the metropolis,

until the next morning; of which there are

several living witnesses.''* At this time, too, it

appears, an American '^ force of more than 4000

combatants" was posted upon the heights of

Georgetown,* which is a continuation of the

city to the westward*
,

•J During the morning of the 9.5th, the secretary

of state's office was burnt, and the types and

printing materials of the government>paper were

destroyed. A serious accident had happened to

the party sent to Gre^nleafVpoint. Some

powder, concealed in a well, accidentally took

drCi killing 19, fmd wpundi^g 30, officers and

men. Three extensive rope-wa)ks, at some dis.,

tance from the city, were, by the British, entirely

consumed ; and so was an immense quantity of

« WilVilispn's Mfsm. Vol. I. p. 791,
:W7i...i'.
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fimall-arms and heavy ordnance ;* as well as the

great bridge across the Potomac :t a very

prudent military measure, especially as the Ame-

ricans had themselves destroyed the two bridges

crossing the eastern branch.')' A party, under

captain Wainwright, of the Tonnant, destroyed

the few stores and buildings in the navy-yard,

which had escaped the flames of the preceding

night. As the British were in haste to be gone,

and as the vessels, even could they have been

floated in safety down the Potomac, were not

wanted by us, it was very considerate in the

American government to order the destruction

of the frigate, of 1600 tons, that was nearly

ready to be launched* and of the fine sloop

of war, Argus, ready for sea ; and whose 20

32-pounders would have assisted so powerfully

in defending the entrance to the city by the

lower bridge. According to theofficial estimateof

* the public property destroyed,"J the value has

been much over-rated. It appears not to have

exceeded 1624280 dollars, or ^65463 sterling.

With respect to private property, we have only

to quote passages from American prints, to show

how that was treated. One newspaper says :

—

<

*' 1 he British officers pay inviolable respect to

private property, and no peaceable citizen is

molested." § A writer from Baltimore, under

* A pp. No. 65. + See Plate V. + App. No. 67.

\ Columbian Centiocl, August 31st.
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the date of " August 27th," says :—** The enemy,

I learn, treated the inhabitants of Washington

well." * But what says Mr. Gales, the mouth-

piece of the government, he whose presses had

been destroyed and whose ^* types had been so

shamefully dispersed."?— •* When we remarked,"

says he, " in our paper of yesterday, that private

property had, in general, been scrupulously

respected by the enemy during his late incur-

sion, we spoke what we believed, from a hasty

survey, and perhaps without sufficient inquiry.

Greater respect was certainly paid to private

property than has usually been exhibited by the

enemy in his marauding parties. No houses

were half as much plundered by the enemy, as

by the knavish wretches about the town, who
profited by the general distress. There were,

however, several private buildings wantonly des-

troyed, and some of those persons who remained

in the city were scandalously maltreated."f We
are to consider that this charge contains the

utmost that has been alleged against the British

during their 20 hours' occupation of the metro-

polis ofthe United States. The '* sever.:! private

buildings," besides " the dweIlin<^-house uwned

and occupied by Mr. Robert Sewall, from be-

hind which a gun was fired at general Ross,"

consisted of '* a commodious dwelling, belong-

"n ..'/ -S*/-^

,r,,?a

* Boston paper, September 1st.

i National intelligencer, August 31st.

.nt^/.
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ing^ to the estate of general Washington, and

Carroll's hotel:"* the former suflfered, from its

contiguity to, or absolute junction with, the

house from which the firing had been directed

;

the latter, not unlikely, from the act of some of

" the knavish wretches about the town, who
profited by the general distress.*' That the

British officers did all they could to secure the

inhabitants from injury, both in their persons

and properties, may be gathered from Mr. Thom-
son's acknowledgment, that,

—

^* the plunder of

individual property was prohibited, and sol-

diers, transgressing the order, were severely

punished."'!'

-
' We i^hall dismiss this subject with an American

statement, which, we trust, will set at rest all

remaining doubts. '^ The list of plunder and

destruction, copied from a vile and libellous

print of that city, into several federal papers,

is a gross and abominable fabrication, known to

be such by every inhabitant. Most of the plun-

der was committed by rabble of the place, fos-

tered among the citizens ; and from whose vil-

lainy no place is free, in times of peril, and

relaxation of the law. The British army, it is

no more than justice to say, preserved a mode-

ration and discipline, with respect to private

* History of the United States, Vol. III. p. 295.
'

+ Sketches of the War, p. 336. ^-'^ ^ »*^i -
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peraons and property, unexampled in the annals

of war/**

At eight o'clock on the evening of the 95tb,

the British left Washington, by the wajr of

Bladensburg. Here such of the wounded as

could ride, or be transported in carriages, were

provided with 30 or 40 horses, 13 carts and

waggons, one coachee, and several gigs. With

these, preceded by a drove of 60 or 70 cattle,

the army moved leisurely along. On the even-

ing of the S9th it reached Benedict, f 50 miles

fVom Washington, without a single musket

having been fired ;% and, on the following day,

re-embarked in the vessels of the fleet. No com-

plaints, that we can discover, have been made

against the British, during their retreat across

the country ; although, as an American writer

has been pleased to say, ** general Ross scarcely

kept up his order, sufficiently to identify thebody

of his army.'^§ The Americans are very ditfi-

cult to please. If the British decline fighting

double the number of Americans, shiness is al-

leged against them ; if, on the other hand, they

not only fight, but conquer, as at Bladensburg,

more than double their number of Americans,

they are denied .ill credit, fn this spirit doctor

Smith says:—** The success of general Ross, in

Greorgetown paper, September 8tfi.

+ See Plate V. J A pp. No. 62,

§ Hist of the United States, Vol. III. p. 299,

*i.
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this expedition, cannot be ateribed to the diiplajr

ofsuperior military skill. It was not due to hia

Ibrce, or the deportment of his troops in the

field. The resolution to march an army, 50

miles into the interior of a country thickly

inhabited, and in the face of another, ofsuperior

numbers^ affords stiong proof of his temerity,

but none of his prudence. He succeeded against

every rational calculation.'^*—How could this

writer touch upon *' deportment of troops"?—
We rather think, that mi^or*general Ross and

rear-admiral Cockbum made their *' calcula-

tion/' upon what they conjectured would be the

**deportment"of the American troops; although

they certainly did not expect quite so great a

contrast to *' temerity," as they found upon tlie

field at Bladensburg.

All the American writers who have bad occa-

hion to deplore the fate ofWashington-city, have

levelled their abuse against rear-admiral Cock-

burn ;
** on whom,'' says one of them, *' if the

safety of the citizens' dwellings had alone de«

pended, they would have rested on a slender

guarantee." f How will this writer ; how will

all the other American writers; how will the

British public in general, receive the assertion,

that rear-admiral Cockburn got blamed by his

commanding oiBScer, for not having acted more

• Hist, of the United States Vol. HI, p. 399.

.'^ -3 . + Skttches of (he War, p. 3?6. .
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in the spirit of ** retaliation" than he did ? TWm
brings us to sir Alexander Cochrane's letter,*

in which that harsh word appears, it was an

ill-advised letter; serving only to convict us of

a seeming intention to do U'hat we never did do.

What " towns and districts" upon the American

coast, did the British " destroy and lay waste'' ?

Was Washington destroyed and laid waste ?

—

Was Alexandria destroyed and laid waste?—We
deny that there was any thing done at either of

those places, unless it was the behaviour of an

American naval commander at Alexandria,

t

that was at all *' contrary to the usages of civi-

lized warfare.'' This letter was just what Mr.

Munro:^ wanted. It enabled hiui to declaim,

at length, about '^ the established and known
humanity of the American nation." § The
chief of Mr. Munro's unsupported assertions

have already been replied to, in different parts

of this work : we have, at present, only to do

with the paragraph in which he tells us,: that

'.' in the course of ten years past, the capitals

of the principal powers of the continent of

Europe have been conquered and occupied,

alternateljs by the victorious armies of each

other; and no instance of such wanton and un-

justifiable destruction has been seen ;" and

refers us to distant ages for a " parallel" to our

* App, No. 68. + James's Naval Occurrences, p. 383.

+ Now pTC6idcnt of the United States. § App. No. 69.

«(<
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behaviour. We will dismitis Mr. Munro with

this question,—Did any one of the *'• sovereigns*'

to whom he alludes, fly '* in panic terror" *

from one end of his citj, while an enemy en-

tered the other ? In his search for a *' parallel,"

too, where will he find, even if he goes back to

".distant and barbarous ages," that a sovereign

behaved, as we have American testimony for

asserting, that Mr. Madison, '* the commander-

in-chief of the armies of the United States,*'

did behave, at, or rather before, the battle of

Bladensburg? ,.

But Mr. Madison himself must issue his ** Pro-'

clamation ;''t dated from" Washington," too, the

<«seat of empire/' which he, only six days before,

had abandoned, to seek *V an asylum among

the hills, west of the great falW* The five

day's march of our troops, including the battle

in. which he set so bright an example, he calls a

*t sudden incursion." He then ventures to state

the American, troops at Bladensburg, as " iesm

i^umerous" than their British opponents. This

is excellent. Admitting that the British were

in possession of Washington *^ for a single day

(and- night) only," were the 4000 American

troops, drawn up in full view of the destruction

of " the costly monuments of state," led forth

by Mr. Madison, or led. forth at all, to drive the

British away ? *' We destroyed," he says, ** the

» Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 789. . I A pp. No. 70.
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public edifices, having no relation in their

structure to operation» of war, nor used at the

time for military annoyance/' Was it no ^' mi-

litary annoyance,'' to kill one soldier and wound

three, and, by mere accident, not to kill the

British commanding general? Where was the

war declared, but in the ^* senate-chamber and

representative-hall," contained within the ca-

pitol? What enforced ^^ military annoyance^'*

or gave life to the ** operations of war," but the

dollars in the *' treasury-office" ? On the other

hand, '* the patent-office," in which were coU

lected the rarest specimens of the arts of the

country, having no relation to the " operations of

war," was not, in the slightest degree, injured.*

Who, when colonel Campbell, of the United

States' army, destroyed the dwelling-house and

other buildings of a Canadian inhabitant, de«

clared the act to have been " according to the

usages of war,"^ because a troop of British

dragoons had just fled from them ? Why then

was not the destruction of the president's palace,

from which a company of American artillery,

with two field- pieces, had just fled, equally

** according to the usages of war" ? The only

surprise is, that the American government should

have so well succeeded in hood-winking the

people of Europe. One British editor rates his

Sketches of the War, p. 336,

f Ste p. 111. . . „( ;
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ferocious countrymen, for *^ having levelled

with the dust the splendid palaces and sumpa>

tuous edifices, by which the city of Washington

w&s so liberally eoihellished.'' This can but

raise a smile ; especially upon a reference to the

-estimated value of these '' splendid palac^."*

We shall forbear to notice the long account of
^* the extent of devastation practised by the

victors" at Washington, which has found its

way into that faithful record of friiys,- murders,

births, marriages, and deaths, but certainly not

of historical events, the " Annual Register for

1814;" and thence, of course, into most of the

prints of the United States. But what < was

there done by the British at Washington, that

could provoke an eminent parliamentary orator

to describe their proceedings as '^ so abhorrent,

so inconsistent with the habits of a free and ge-

nerous : people ;-^so to be hated and detested,

condemned arid abjured" Pf *' In bui*ning

Washington,*' says this same speaker, '' we had

acted worse than the Goths, when they were

before the walls of Rome." In another place

he talks of ** the pillage of private property." f
What a pity this gentleman did not read even

the whole of the American accounts, before he

ventured to sanction, with his respectable name
•^.it=t^

• App. No. 67.

f Parliamentary FroceedingB, November 8, 1814,

VOL. II. X

B^

•'I

i>'i

m^-'



906 MILITARY OCCURRBNCBft BBTWBISN

K

i

1/ w

via

'I'

>M »!'
,

>k;

% *

'I-'

% 'W

fv.

%

m\

fw" f:

Statements so pialpably untrae. If he were aliV

^

we ocmld show him an American publication,that

has devoted 13 of its pages to an account of our

{iroceedings at Washington, and yet contains

n6t one word of comment upon our destruction

of the public buildings. When we mention the

work as the ** History of the United States,"

and the author as the reverend doctor Smith

;

the same who said, " No one need question the

conduct of the British troops kt Hampton ;" the

«ame who, in every page of his book, evinces the

Btrongest antipathy against the British ; and who,

aft the reader knows, is not over scrupulous as to

tha truth of the charges he prefers against them,

>' ho one need question '' that doctor Smith was

thus lenient, because, in the extraordinary fac^,

that the British, with only 300 troops, entered

and fully possessed, the " seat of empire" of

the United States of America, he could find,

on their part, at least, nothing but ** temerity"

to find fault with.

m.ii
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Skirmish at Moor's fields—t)eath of sir Peter

Parker—Briefdescription ofBallimore—Alarm

of the inhabitants—Exertions of the military—
Defensive preparations—Strong induct ment for

an attack by the British^^Accidental cause of

its being made-^Adoance of thefleet to the Pa"

tapsco—Landing of the troops^^Amouht of the

British force—Advance of ntajor-generkl Ross

and rear-admiralCockburn, with a smallguard-^

Skirmish and retreat ofthe Americans-^Death vf

general Boss—-American accounts-^Advance of

the British main body^^Amount ofthe.Ainerican

force^-^Details of the battle^-^Retreat '. of the

Americans—"American accounts-^^Brkish and

Amierican loss—-Further advance of thi British

-^^Reinforcement to the Americans at their em-

ifinched camp—Arrival of British ships near

the forts in the Patapsco—Mutual cannonade

between the latter and the bomb-vessels and rockets

ship—Boat-expedition up the Ferry branch—*'

American accounts-—Reasons given for retiring

from Baltimore—Unmolested retreat of the

British—American accounts— Remarks upoii

the Baltimore expedition—Character of generad

Rossr-Departure, on separate destinationi^ of

admirals Cochrane and Cockburn—Boat- cxpc-
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dition up Coan river—Departure ofrear-admiral

Malcolm — BoaUejcpedition up the Rappa-

hannock—Return of rear-admiral Cockburn—

His departure for the Georgia coast—Capture

of St, Mary*»^Boat-expeditimi up the fiver --^

Intended attack upon Savannah—Impolitic mea-

sures that lead to its frustration, ,
'i^^

•

"*'
.. .

*•• ivvr^*<i- •

Previously to our entering upon the

proceedings of the combined British forces,

after their departure from Washington, we
have to notice the untimely fate of sir Peter

Parker, baronet, commanding the Menelaus

frigate; which, as the reader knows, had been

detached on service up the bay.* Having but

recently arrived upon the North American sta-

tion, sir Peter was not aware of the ambush-

ing tricks to which a small invading force

tvbuld be exposed, in a country so filled with

woods, ravines, and defiles ; and where local

knowledge, and skill with the rifle, were an ov.er-

match for all the valor, much as it was,^ that he

could bring against them. Information having

reached the ship, then at anchor off Moor's

fields, that 200 American militia were encamped

behind a wood, distant about a mile from the

beach, captain Parker, at 11 o'clock on the night

of the 30th of August, was induced to land

tvith,—not, as the American editors say, *' 230

' Sec p. 978.. >.. . - u .,
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men/'* but,—104 marines and 20 seamen. It

appears that colonel Read, the commander of

the American force, stated at 170 Maryland

volunteers,* having been apprized of the in*

tended attack, had retired to a small open space,

surrounded by woods, distant four or five miles

from his first encampment. Thither, having

captured a small cavalry piquet, the heedless

seamen and marines, headed by their undaunted

chief, proceeded. The enemy, with some pieces

of artillery, was found drawn up in line in front

of his camp. The British commenced the fire

;

and, charging, drove the Americans, through

their camp, into the woods. It was about

this time that sir Peter received a mortal

wound. Secure behind the trees, the Americans

levelled their pieces with unerring aim ; while

the- British, deceived by the apparent flight of

their wary foe, rushed on through the woods,

till, bewildered and embarrassed, the survivors

of this adventurous band were compelled to

retreat to their ship ; bringing away the body

of their lamented commander, and all their

wounded but three. The British sustained a

loss of 14 killed and 27 wounded : the Ameri-

cans, as a proof how little they exposed them-

selves, of not more than three men slightly

wounded.* --i A.-..'iLr\, fu'l .>.i.v_, : , ^, ^.,. »

J4 At the head of a narrow bay or inlet of the

' * Sketches of the War, p. 339.
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P&tapsco river, and distant from its confluence

with the Chesapeake about 16 miles, stands the

city of Baltimore, containing about 20000 inha-

bitants. It is nearly surrounded by detached

hills; one of which, Clinkr^pin hill, situated on

its eastern sid^, commands the city itself, as well

as the approach to it by land, from the Chesa<»

peake. Its water^approach is defended by a

strong fortitication, named Fort-Uenry, situ-

ated at the distance of about two miles from

the city, upon the point of the peninsula that

forms tlie south-side of the bay or harbor;

which, at its entrance, is scarcely half a mile in

width. As an additional security, the Patapsco

is. not navigable for vessels drawing more than

\& feet water; and, just within the harbor* is

a J4 or Jio teet oar. i»r-«.*-'m_t^''';*#,"'i'i'T--'Wt *^. .jtit^,*;-*!

u;Thean'ival ot troops in the Chesapeake, and

tlie subsequent operations of the British in the

Patuxeut and Potomac rivers, could not . do

otherwise than cause serious alarm at Baltimore,

disiant from. Washington but 35 miles. Tho
panic-struck inhabitants believed, that the

British troops would march across the country,

and attack them in the rear, while the StquadjDOn

was bombarding them in front. Our numbera

on, shore were too small to warrant such iUl

enterprise; but, had it been rlskid, and had

the fleet made a simultaneous movement up .the

bay, there is little dpubt th^t Baltimore would

have capitulated. Fortunately for the city, the

'm%}-
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militiiryand naval forces within it were becoming

hourlJ more powerful ; and, far from desponding,

the generals and commodores used their utmost

exertions in strengthening the defences, and

improving the natural advantages, of the posi«

tion. Upon the hills to the eastward and north-

ward of the city, a chain of pallisadoed re-

doubts, connected hj breast-works, with ditchei

in front, and well supplied with artillery, was

eonstructed; and works were thrown up, and

guns mounted at every spot from which an in-

vading force, either by land or water, could

meet with annoyance. The Java frigate, of 60

guns, and two new sloops of war, of 22 guns

Mch, were equipping at Baltimore. There were

also, in the harbor, several gun-boats, each

armed with a long French 36-pounder, besides

a carronade; as well as several private-armed

vessels : so that the Americans had, including

their field and regular battery-guns, an immense

train of artillery to put in operation against 911

enemy. As to troops, exclusive of the 10)300

militia, regulars, and flotilla-men, which genera)

Winder had been authorized to call out, for tha

defence of the 10th military district, volunteef||>

were flocking in from Pennsylvania; and tb#\

seamen and marines of commodores Rodgers^

Perry, and Porter, had just arrived from the

banks of the Potomac, where they had been

" distinguishing" themselves so greatly.

U A
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If any southern town or city of the United

States was an object of immediate attack, it

certainly was Baltimore. The destruction of

the new frigate and sloops, and of the immense

quantities of naval stores, at that depot, would

have been seriously felt by the American gov.ern-

ment. Yet were the British ships, having on

board the troops, waiting in the Patuxent, till

the passing of the " approaching equinoctial

new moon" should enable them to proceed, with

safety, upon the unfortunate ** plans which had

been concerted previous to the departure of the

Iphigenia/'* On the 6th of September came a

flag of truce from Baltimore ; and instantly all

was bustle and alacrity on board the British

squadron. The Royal Oak and trootp-ships

stood out of the Patuxent ; and vice-admiral

Cochrane quitting his anchorage off Tangier

island, proceeded with the remainder of the fleet,

up the bay to North-point, near the entrance of

the Patapsco river. On the 10th and 11th, the

fleet anchored; and, by 12 o'clock at noon on

the 12th, the whole of the troops and seamen

had disembarked at North-point, in order .to

proceed to the immediate attack upon Baltimore:^

by land ; while some frigates and sloops, tho

Erebus, rocket-ship, and five bombs, ascended

the Patapsco, to threaten and bombard Forti

M'Hf'nry, and the other contiguous batteries.

•» '*-< - Mtir* ;r. r? « App. No. 73. '^ih^^-.rr^^^n^it)
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"* The amount of the British force that landed

has been variously, and, in every instance,

erroneously, stated by the Anieiican historians.

None of these gentlemen estimated the British

loss at Bladensburg and Washington, belotv

400 men; Mr. Thomson, indeed, declared it

amounted to " 1000 :"• nor is it pretended, that

any reinforcement of British troops subsequently

arrived in the Chesapeake. Yet every one of

our three historians, instead ofdeducting his own

estimate of our loss, adds 2 or 3000 men to his

own estimate of our force, at Bladensburg and

Washington. For instance, doctor Smith, who

stated our force at Bladensburg at *V4000,'':t

states, without assigning any reason for the

augi^entation,^^ that we brought to Baltimore

«' 5000 land troops.^'
||

Mr. Thomson, in like

manner, makes his *' 6000 regulars, sailors,

and marines,"
||

8000 soldiers, sailors and

marines ;"t and Mr. O'Connor, his " 5000,'*
||

"between 8 and 9000 men."^ The British

troops that landed, under the command of

major-general Ross, at North-point, consisted

of detachments of royal and marine-^artillery,

the remnants of the 1st battalions of the

4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, and the

+ Ibid. p. 339. ^.>m >vf
Sketches of the War, p. 388.

+ Sec p. 282.

§ Hist, of the United States, Vol. III. p. 302.

(| See p. 278. f Hist, of the War, p. 232.
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85th regiment, the lit and Od (or Coloilfial)

battalions of marines, detaohmentt of marinei

from the ships, and a body of 600 seamen, under

eaptain Edward Crofton ; the whole numbering

about 3270 rank and file. •«' »
* >i' ^ *

*'

Immediately after landing, the British moved

ibrvrard to the oitj. On arriving at a line of

intrenohments and abattis, thrown np between

Black river and Humphries's creek on tho

Patapsco, and distant about three miles from the

point oflanding, some opposition was expected ;

but the American dragoons and riilemen, Bta-»

tioned there, fled without firing a shot. At thi6

time major-general Ross and rear-admiral Cock-^

burn, along with a guard of 60 or 00 men, were

ivalking together, considerably a-head of the

advanced or light companies ; in order to recon-

noitre the eneniy. At about 10 o'clock, after

having proceeded about two miles from the

tntrenchment, and some distance along a road

flanked by thick woods, they encountered a

division of the enemy, consisting, as we may
gather from Mr. I'homson, of '* two comf/anies

from the dth 'infantry, 150 in number, under

captains Levering and Howard, about 70 rifle-

men, under captain Aisquith, the cavalry,^

under colonel Biays, the amount of which not

being stated, we shall fix at 140, *' and 10

artillerists, with a 4-pounder commanded by

; f
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KeutenRnt Stiles;*** in all 370 men. A short

ilkirmisli ensued, and the Americans fell back

;

most of them taking to the woods. Major<«

general Rohm, after saying to rear admiral Cook^

burn, -'^* ril return and order up the light*'.

companieK,'*—^proceeded to execute his purpose.

In his way back, alone, by the sa- «e road alon^

which he and his party had just passed, the

major-general received a musket-bullet through

his right arm into his breast, and fell, mortally

wounded. The firing had, at this time, whoUy
ceased ; and the expiring general lay on the road,

unheeded, because unseen, either by friend or

foe, till the arrival at the spot of the light-rom^

panies, who had hastened forward upon hearing

the musketry. Leaving some attendants in

charge of the lamented chief, the oflScer com<»

mandirig rushed on ; and it was then that admi*

ral Cockbtirn learned the loss which the armV
and the country had sustained. In a few minutes

he wati by the side of his friend : what passed

on that trying occasion, is best gi^ea in the

words of tlie rear-admiral himself^ f ^'^ 4^^ ?- p

"The death of major-general Ross was a fatal

blow to the expedition against Baltimore.

Previously to our relating the succeediug events

of that day, we are called aside to correct Ame-i

rican misrepresentation. DoctQi* Smith S4ys v—
tv* Sketcbei of the War, p. 341. "+ App, No. 74.

r,
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'* General Ross put himself at the hend of bin

troops to force general Strieker out of the road

to the city." In attempting which he states him

to have been shot. * Mr. Thomson, after having

given the details of the American advanced force,

as already extracted, says:—'* This detachment,

having proceeded half a mile, uas met by, and

instantly engaged, the enemy's"—not '* advanced

guard," but—*' main body. The situation of

the ground would not admit of the co-operation

of the artillery and cavalry ; and the infantry

and riflemen sustained the whole action, with

great gallantry; pouring in a rapid and effec-

tive fire upon the British column, killing major-

general Ross, and several other officers, and

impeding the advance of the British army.

Having performed the duty required of them by

general Strieker, the wliole detachment with a

trifling loss, fell back, in excellent order, upon

the American line."-)* This false and highly

bombastical account is best answered by a short

extracf: from the American official account, aft

quoted in another American work ; and that

work the scrupulous Mr. O'Connors. After

stating that general Strieker had sent forward
** an advanced corps, under the command of

msyor Heath, of the 5th regiment;" J Mr,

** ' * HUt. of the United Statef , Vol. III. p. 302.
'*'*^

t Sketches of the War, p. 341. J Hi.t. of the Wiir, p. 233.
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O'Connor, taking the words of general Smytirs

official letter, says :
—** * This advance met the

enemy, and, after some skirmishing, returned to

the line ; the main body of the enemy being at

a short distance in the rear of their advance.' " *

I'his, as we have seen, was the fact ; except that

the nearest British force was not the '* main

body," but the advance or light-companies.

Mr. O'Connor does not stute, when or how gene-

ral Ross met his death, merely, when he comes

to the enumeration of our loss, saying :
—^* Ge-

neral Ross, the destroyer of Washington, was

killed.** The truth is, the citizens of Baltimore

were not aware, till our accounts reached them,

what a benefit they had derived from the

chance-shot of one of their skirmishers.

<• As soon as the British main body, now under

the command of colonel Brooke, of the 44th

regiment, closed upon the advance, the whole

moved forward ; and, at about two miles further,

and about five from the city, came in sight of

the American army, drawn u]., with six pieces

of artillery, and a body of cavalry. Thj exact

amount of this force we have no means of ascer-

taining. Mr. Thomson, referring to the ** detach-

ment' nt forward, on the night of the 11th,

under general Strieker, designates it as composed

of *^ part of his brigade, a light corps of rifle^

men, and artillery, from general Stansbury's

^ >- - • App. No. 77. «.
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brigade. Under major Randal, and several C6tll4

panies of the Pennsylvania volunteers ; amount*

ing to 3185 effective men.'** This is exclusive

of ** 1000 men stationed at the forts and batte*^

ries;" and '^ along the breast-works, about fouv

times that number ;" * or, upwards of 8000 nieil,

in the whole. The prisonel's estimated their

own force drawn up, under general Strieker, at

6000 men vf and iVlr. Thomson, by his extracts

from the British official accounts, has evidently

seen, although he has not contradictedv these

statements* We may, therefore, safely estimate

the American force, now close in front of Jk

3riti»h force of 3270 infantry, with two light

field-pieces and a howitzer, at 4500 infantry and

cavalry, with six pieces of artillery ; backed an

tbey were, in case of a retreat, by at least 8000

troops, and those hourly augmenting ; and by

lieavy batteries in all directions. ..^^^^^mtiU^Hi

J. The details of the short battle that ensued

are fully given in colonel Brooke's and rean*

admiral Cockburn's letters^ A £?w extracts from

Mr. Thomson's, will tend to corroborate the

British account. *' The 51st," says he, ** which

was ordered to open upon the enemy in hife

attempt to tui^n the rest of the line, delivered

a loose fire, immediately broke, fled precipitately

from its ground, and in such cdnfustoui tliat

"'-md- SkiJtehcs of the Wir, p. 34a. " ^* ^^**»

f A pp. Nos. 71. 73. 74. -and 75.
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irtlj



jQRfeAT BRITAIN AND AMIRICA. 319

crerj effort to rally it proTed ineffectual. The
2d battalion of the 39th, was thrown into dis-

order, by the flight of the 51st, and some of its

companies also gave way. The remainder and
the 1st battalion stood Arm. Thus abandolied

by the retreat of the 51st, general Strieker made
new arrangements for the reception of the

•nemy, and opened a general fire upon hini,

from the Hght, left, and centre. The artillei^

sent forth a destructiye torrent ofcanister against

the British left column, then attempting to gaih

the coyer ofa small log-house, in front of the 5th

regiment. Captain Sadtler, with his yagers

irom that regiment, who were posted in tbe

house when the British 4th regiment was
adfanctng, had j however, taken the precaution

to «et fire to it,, and the intention of the enemy
was,' therefore/ defeated. The 6ih regiment

then opened its fire, and the whole line entered

into an animated contest, which continued, with

a Severe loss to the enemy, until 15 minutes

before 4 o'clock. At that hour, general Strieker,

having inflicted as much injury upon the inr

vaders as could possibly be expected, from a line

now about 1400 strong, against a force amount-

ii^, notwithstanding its losses, to at least 7000

men, ordered his brigade to retire upon the

eeserve regiment; an order which was well

executed by the whole line, which in a few

minutes rallied upon lieutenant-colonel M'Du-

i 11

11
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nald. From the point occupied by this regi-

ment, general Strieker, in order to refresh bin

troops, and prepare them for a second move-

ment of the enemy, retired to a position half a

mile in advance of the left of major-general

Smith's entrenchments. Here he was joined by

genera] Winder, who, with general Douglass's

Virginia brigade, and the United States'dragoons,

under captain Bird, took post upon his left.^^ *.

.This editor is famous for spinning out a

battle ; nor, is he ever staggered by improba-

bililies, how gross soever they may be. After

stating that his gallant countrymen ran away

by whole regiments, he has the impudence to

contrast the remaining number, or the *^ line,

now but 1400 strong," with '' at least 7000'*

British. By his own account, the American

troops reticed four miles and a half, or, *'ton
position half a mile in advance,' >-and, conse-

quently, within full range ;^" ofthe leftofmajor-

general Smith's intrenchments," before they

could be brought to a stand, or had any stomach

•to '^ refresh" themselves, against *' a second

movement of the enemy." Not a word is there

of any charge by the bayonet, which settled the

business so quickly ; nor of the loss of any pieces

of artillery or prisoners. "*-

The British occupied the ground of which the

Ainericanshad been dispossessed; but were too

..',.» r=v i"^<>»' Sketches of the War; p. 342. •"»*»>•«*»

vo
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mucli fati<;ued to foNow up their victory on that

evening. I1ie Britisa loss amounted to one

general-stafT, one subaltern, two Serjeants, and

35 rank and ^le, kiHed ; seven captains, four

fiubalterns, 11 seijeants, and 229 rank and file,

wounded ; of the army.* The navy lost one

pettj-oflicer, three seamen, and three marines,

killed ; one officer, six petty-officers, 22 seamen;

and 15 marines, wounded, t Thus, the total

British loss on shore, was 46 killed, and 273

wounded. The great disproportion of wounded
arose from the employment, by the enemy, of

buck-shot
; j: and the magnitude of the loss,

altogether, to the enemy's sheltered position.

The loss of the Americans upon the field, Mr.
Thomson estimates at 150; which is particu-

larized, by Mr. O'Connor, as <« 20 killed, 90
wounded, and 47 missing." § The last item is

evidently erroneous ; as colonel Brooke carried

away with him " about 200 prisoners, being

persons of the best families in the city;"{{ and

which number might have been considerably

augmented, did not the immense inferiority of

numbers render the effectiveness of the men for

action a paramount consideration.

Early on the morning of the 13th, colonel

Brooke, leaving a small guard at a meeting-

house, from which the enemy had been driven,

• • App. No. 72. + Ibid. p. 76. J See p. 147. *

'

§ HUtory of the War, p. 237. || App. No. 71.
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to protect the wounded, moved forward witli the

army ; and, at 10 o'clocjk, occupied a favorable

position, to the eastward of, and distant about

two miles from, Baltimore. From tbiis poiot,

the strong defences in and around the city were

plainly to be seen ; and arrangements were made

for storming, during the ensuing night, with the

co-operation ofthe fleet, theAmerican entrenched

camp ; at which lay general Striciier and hisarmy,

now reinforced by Douglas's brigade of Virginia

militia, under general Winder, and the United

^tates'dragoons, under captain Bird.^ v^-

1^ their way up the Patapsco, several of the

frigates and other vessels grounded; and one

or two of the former did not get oif till the next

day. .^.^t about nine o'clock on the morning of

Uie 13^h* the Meteor, JStna, Terror, Volcano,

and. Devastation, bombs, and the Erebus, rocket-

ship, came to anchor in a position, from which

they could act upon the enemy's fort and bat*

teries ; the frigates having already taken tbeir

stations, outside of all. At day-light orfi the

morning of the 13th, the bombardment com-

nienced upon, and was returned by, Fort-*

M'Henry, the Star-Fort, and the water- batteries

On both sides of the entrance. At about three

o'^slock in the afternoon, the four bomb-vc'Msels

and rocket-ship weighed, and stood further in ;

^he latter, to give effect to her rockets, Vf^uch

t \ tVH'. * A pp. No. 77, ,/ iSf li-'fil!

. I i
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nearer than the others. The forts, which had

discontinued their 6re on account of the vessels

being out of range, now re-commenced a brisk

cannonade ; but which, although persevered in

for some hours, did not injure a man on board

any of the vessels : two of the bombs only were

slightly struck. The close position of the

Erebus led the commander-in-chief, whose ship,

the Surprise, was, with the other frigates, at

anchor in the river, to imagine that captain

Bartholomew could not maintain his position.

He therefore sent a division of boats to tow out

the Erebus. On seeing the rocket -ship and

bombs withdraw to a greater distance, the

Americans in tht batteries Were perfectly jus-

'tified in supposing, that they had ^' compelled''

thie British to retire. '* This noisy play,?' as

Mr. O'Connor calls it, continued, with short

intervals, till day-light the next morning. >^ A

i The American official account states, that

•two or three rocket-vessels, and barges, suc-

ceeded in getting up the Ferry branch, but that

they were soon compelled to retire, by the forts

in that quarter; commanded by lieutenant

Newcomb, of the navy, and lieutenant Webster,

of the flotilla. " These forts also destroyed," says

the general, " one of the barges, M'ilh all on

board." Mr. Thomson says :
—" Under cover of

the night, the British commanders despatched a

* App. No. 77.
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a fleet of barges to attack and storm Fort*

Covington. The attempt was repulsed, how<«>

ever, and the assailants retired, with an immense

loss to their bomb-vessels." * Mr. O'Connor

tells the story thus:— *' Favored by a dark

night, one or two of the enemy's bomb-vessels,

and several barges, with 1200 chosen men,

passed the fort at about one o'clock in the

morning of the 14th, and proceeded up the

Patapsco, to attack the town in the rear, land,

probably, with a view to effect a landing.

From their new station they commenced a very

warm throwing of bombs and rockets^ but were

repaid with such vigQr and effect, that the

screams of their wounded could be heard in tljle

midst of a roar of arms, that made the houses

in the city shake for nearly an hour and a

half. T -C/ ,i"'^«Mi jj,ii>'» . ij *:';. i«i> -rftijtjjt;'' >'i> .fi^-i-

Let us now see how this story will read in oul*

way of relating it. In the middle of the night

of the I3th,' a division of 20 boats was detached

up the Ferry branch, to cause a diversion

favorable to the intended assault upon the

enemy's entrenched camp, at the opposite side

of the city. The rain poured in torrents, and

the flight uas so extremely dark, that 11 of the

boats pulled, by mistake, directly for the har-

bor. Fortunately, the lights of the city disco-

i Sketches of the War, p. 344. , *^
'

+ Hist, of the War, p. 236.
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Tered to the crews their perilous situation, time^

enough for them to get back in safety to their

ships. The remaining nine boats, consisting

of one rocket'boat, five launches, two pinnaces,

and one gig, containing, not " 1200," but—128
officers, seamen, and marines, under the com-

mand of captain Napier, passed up the Ferry

branch, to a considerable distance above Fort«

M*Henry, and opened a heavy fire of rockets and

shot upon the shore; atseveral parts ofwhich they

could have landed, with ease, had the whole of

their force been together. After having, by

drawing down a considerable number of troops

to the beach, effected their object, the British

stood back with their boats. When just oppo-

site to Fort-M41enry, one of the officers caused

a rocket to be fired : the consequence was, an

immediate discharge of round, grape, and

canister, from the fort and water-batteries

below ; by which one of the boats was slightly

struck, and a man mortally wounded. Not

another casualty occurred.

< It appears that, on the evening of the 13th,

after the boats had been ordered upon this

service, vice-admiral Cochrane sent a messenger

to acquaint colonel Brooke, that, as the entrance

to Baltimore by sea was entirely obstructed

by a barrier of vessels, suuk at the mouth of

the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats,* a

M'.
i <1

1.1^5"''

,

nu in I.'- App. No. 73.
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naval co-operation against the city and en-

trenched camp, was fdund impracticable. The,

heavy rain at this time falling greatly increased

the difficulty of ascending the steep hil], upon

which the camp was situated ; and both com-

manders concurred in the propriety of imme-

diately withdrawing the troops and ships. At

about half.past one on the morning of the 14th,

the British troops commenced retiring, and

halted at three miles distance. In the course

of the evening they retired three miles further^

and encamped for the night. Late on the

morning of the 15th, they moved down to

North-point ; and, in the course of that day,

re-embnrked,without having experienced, during

their slow and deliberate retreat, the slightest

molestation from the enemy. At seven o'clock

on the morning of the 14th, the rocket-ship and

bomb-vessels were called off from the American

batteries ; which are stated to have lost, by the

long continued bombardment, only four men
killed and 24 wounded. In the course of the

dAy , the ships stood down the river, and joined

the remainder of the squadron at anchor off

North-point.

^.,The American official account is moderate

Enough; except in the statement respecting the

barges, and which statement general Smith could

only have obtained from the commanding officer

of the furts ou the Patapsco. Not a word is said
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about any pursuit of the Britisli. That would

be encroaching upon the duties, and, seemingly,

pleasing ones, too, of the American historian.

" The excessive fatigue of the troops, all ofwhom
had been three days and nights under arms/ in

the most inclement weather, prevented their

annoying the enemy's rear with much effect,

and they made prisoners of none but stragglers

from his arniy.^' • If, as sir George Cockburn

says, the Americans *' did not venture to look,

at^' the British upon their retreat, t tht former

did not certainly annoy their rear '* with much
effect." Colonel Brooke declares, that not a

man was left behind. } So much, then, for the

''stragglers" taken. Mr. Thomson's account

has vastly improved, by passing through the

hands of tlie ' inventor and sole patentee' of the

screaming story. For instance:—*' It was im-

possible for veterans, or the most experienced

troops, to act with more firm discipline or cool

courage, tiian the citizens of Baltimore, and the

troops engaged, did, on this occasion, with the

exception already mentioned. A pursuit of the

enemy was attempted, without, however, doing

him much injury. The troops were so exhausted,

with three days and nights' fatigue, that they

could do little more than pick up a few strag-

glers. A line of defences thrown up by the

* Sketches of the War, p. 343. f A pp. No. 74.

- '•
t -A pp. No. 71.'

' •

-M



328 MItllART OCCURRENCES BETWEEN

11" % * I
r Ml . ^Mii&i . 9

Aiuericans from Black river to llumpliries's

creek, on the Patapsco, were used by the enemy

to protect their embarkation."* Hiese are the

sitories that carry off so many editions among the

people of the United States. «
• v»a n^^tm isj^

. Having done with the American accounts ofthe

celebrated Baltimore *^ demonstration," we have

vet to offer upon it a few remarksofour own. No
Briton but must regret, that any plan of *' ulte-

rior operations" should have obtruded itself, to

check the progress of the attack. With respect to

naval co-operation, it is well known, that the

gallant commanders of the Severn, Euryalus,

Havannah, and Hebrus, frigates, volunteered to

lighten their ships, and lay them close along-

side Fort-M'Henry. The possession of this fort

would have enabled us to silence the batteries

on ihe opposite side of the bay ; and, indeed,

have placed the city completely at our mercy.

The very advance of the British frigates to their

stations would, probably, have led to the des-

truction of the Java frigate, and the Erie and

Ontario sloops ; and then we might have retired,

"^ holding in view the ulterior operations of the

troops," with something more to boast of than,

not merely an empty, but, conKsidering w hat we

lost by it, a highly disastrous ^' demonstration.'*

The troops on shore might, and, no doubt,

would, have succeeded in carrying the enemy's

« Hist, of the War, p. 235.
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intrenched camp ; but they could not exi^ect to

succeed further, without a simultaneous attack

by the fleet. Even the nine boats, and their 128

men, caused a considerable diversion of the

enemy's forces: we may well conceive, then,

what might have been effected, had no '* ulte-

rior" plan been allowed to interfere. iJit-**^'**^*

. We cannot dismiss the business at Baltimore,

without bestowing a few words upon an ofl[icer,

whose untimely fate has been so universally

deplored. His public services are thus briefly

enumerated, by the mover, in the house of

commons, for a monument to his memory.
*' General Ross, when major Ross, served in the

expedition to Holland, in 1799. He was then

in the 28th regiment, and signalized himself in

repulsing the attacks made on the lines of sir

Ralph Abercromby.^ Here, disphiying the

greatest gallantry, he received a severe wound,

which deprived his country of his services for a

time. In the autumn of 1800, having recovered

from the efiects of his wound, he accompanied

his regiment to the Mediterranean, and, shortly

afterwards, served in the expedition to Calabria:

here, in the memorable battle of IVfaidn, which

so greatly raised the fame of the Britisii arms,

and particularly by the use made of the bayonet,

major Ross made himself conspicuous ; and, by
wheeling on the enemy's line, contributed,

perhaps, more than any other circumstance, to

it

i
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the route of the enemy on that day. Nothing

more occurred to bring him into notice, till he

served in the army led by general sir John

Moore, in 1807; and, under that gallant and

lamented commander at the battle of Corunna,

he again shone with no common lustre. In

1812, sailing from Ireland, he joined the army

in the peninsula, and, under the command of

lord Wellington, so distinguished himself in the

battle of Vittoria, that his lordship gave him the

command of a separate brigade. Now that a

more extended Held of service lay before him, in

the first great battle of the Pyrennees, where the

firmness of the English was most conspicuously

displayed, where the French fought with the

most determined obstinacy, his valor contributed

so much to the glory of that day, that lord

Wellington, in his despatch, stated his brigade

' to have distinguished themselves beyond all

former precedent ; they made four separate

charges with the bayonet, and general Ross had

three horses killed under him.' At the passage

of the Nieve, and the battle of Orthes, he dis-

played the same undaunted bravery.^' Another

i(nember, who had been intimate with him, said :

—*' He possessed the happy skill of conciliating

by his disposition, and instructing by his

example : he possessed, indeed, all those private

and distinguished qualifications, by which alone

a commander c&«ild acquire the full confidence
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of hiR men. His military knowledge \^iu great

and complete: for it bad been tbe result of

practice and constant experience ; while bis

foresight and example in the field were such as

to excite the enthusiasm and reverence of those

whom he led to victory/' General Ross, it

appears, was but 40 when he fell. Comparing

the advantages we derived from the '* victory" at

Baltimore, with the loss of such a general, we
cannot but regret, that the attack wasundertaken

at all ; if not meant to be persevered in, till either

the ostensible object was gained, or the British

troops had been fairly beaten out of it. ' «

On the 19th of September, sir Alexander

Cochrane, with the Tonnant and Surprise,

sailed for Halifax, to hasten the construction of

the flat-bottomed boats, intended to be employed

in the great expedition on foot ; and on the same

day, the Albion, rear-admiral Cockburn, sailed

for Bermuda, leaving the Royal Oak, rear-admi-

ral Malcolm, with some frigates and smaller

vessels, and the ships containing the troops, at

anchor in the river Fatuxent. On the 27th th»

rear-admiral removed to the Potomac; where,

on the .3d of October, the troops were placed

into boats, and sent up Coan river. In their

way up, two soldiers were wounded^ and captain

Kenah, of the ^tna bomb, killed, by musketry

from the shore. Against so powerful a force,

when onc^ landed, the few militia could not be

m^
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expected to stand : they tired a volKey and fled ;

and the troops advanced, past Northumberland

court-house, five miles into the interior. After

taking and scuttling- two or three worthies

schooners ; and, according to the American edi-

tors, plundering the inhabitants, the troops re-

embarked, and stood down the river to their

ships. The latter, soon afterwards, descended

the Potomac ; and, on the 14th, rear-admiral

Malcolm, taking with him, the Royal Oak,

Asia, and Rami Hies 74s, one or two frigates,

and all the troop-ships and bombs, quitted the

Chesapeake, for the rendezvous at Negril bay,

Jamaica. '^ ''' ^^'^*'^' ^-i *^.> ^i.^^* .-?*-
.

The officer now left in command at the Che-

sapeake, was captain Barrie, of the Dragon 74,

recently from Penobscot. He had with him the

Hebrus and Havannah frigates, two armies en

flute, and the Dauntless and Dotterel sloops.

The land-troops, if worthy the name, at his dis-

posal, consisted of about 200 colonial marines,

or refugee-skives, in barracks, upon the small

island of Tangier, lying off the mouth of the

Potomac; and which had, since early in the

summer, been taken possession of by sir George

Cockburn, as a depot for receiving and organ-

izing the refugees. The unhealtiiiness of Tan-

gier, and the badness of its harbor, induced

captain Barrie to seize Tilghman's island, a

much more elii^ible spot, and distant only 60
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miles from Baltimore. On the 30tb of Novem-

ber, a boat-expedition, with about 500 seamen

and marines, ascended the river Rappahannock,

m hi£^h as the town of Tappahannock, which

they entered without much opposition, although

three times their number of militisi were in the

neighbourhood. The editor of the American
** National Intelligencer/' of December 9, after

having magnified captain Barriers force to

" 2500 troops," says :
" The purpose of the enemy

seems to be, as heretofore, to steal negroes,

stock, tobacco, .&c. plunder the houses within

their reach, and burn what they cannot carry

off." Charges of this description we have

already fully answered. We need only repeal:

here, that the ^' negroes" come off voluntarily

;

the " stock" is amply paid for ; and the ** tobacco"

" good prize, by the maritime law of nations." f
As much of the latter, as the British could not

** carry off," it was right for them to ** burn:"

the charge of ** plunder*' we can only hope is

groundless. Had that active and enterprising

officer, captain Barrie, really had **2500 troops,**

he would have compelled Mr. Gales to fill his

columns with matter fifty times more important

than the capture of Tappahannock.

Early in December, rear-admiral Cockburn,

in the Albion, from Bermuda, bringing with

him the Orlando frigate, and some smaller ves-

Sill i 5;
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* See p, 192.
i it '

r

fit'

;-.*

•'mi'



; <a

«'334 MILITARY OrCURRENCBS BETWEEN

sels, arrived in the Chesapeake, but merely to

carry away the colonial marines ; with whom,
on the 14th, he proceeded towards Amelia

Island, in East Florida : having left orders for

captain fiarrie to follow, with the Dragon,

Mebrus, and Regulus. Accordingly, captain

Barrie departed soon afterwards, leaving a few

frigates and sloops in the Chesapeake; &• d, on

the 10th of January, arrived oif Cumberland

Island, the southern-most of the chain along the

coast of Georgia, and separated by Cumberland

(Sound from Amelia Island. Rear-admiral

Cockburn not having yet arrived, captain

'Somerviile of the Rota, as the senior officer,

determined upon employing the two companies

bfthe 2d West India regiment, and the detach-

liients of royal marines which had recently

arrived on that coast, in a combined attack

vpon the frontier-town of the state of Georgia,

St. Mary's, situated a few miles up the river of

that name, dividing the United States and East

Florida. On the I8th an attack, with about

700 troops, marines, and seamen, under the

command of captain Barrie, was made on the

fort, or key to the entrance of the riv« r, at Point

Petre. This fort mounted two 24, two 18, one

0, and two brass ti-pounders; iroui which, how-

iever, scarcely a single discharge was made, ere

the garrison abandoned the post, and fled to the

woods in the rear. On the 14th, the combined
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forces, accompanied by the Terror and Devasta-

tion bombs, ascended the river to St. Mary's.

Contrary to expectation, here, also, no resist-

ance was made; and the town, the shipping iii

the harbor, and the merchandize in the stores,

were taken quiet possession of. Soon afterwardei

an expedition of boats, went a considerable dis-

tance further up the river, and brought down
the Countess of Harcourt East Indiaman, which

had been captured and carried in there by a

Charlestown privateer; also a beautiful gun-

boat, named the Scorpion, a present from the

town of St. iVIary's to the United States*'^ !; */

On the 15th of January, rear-admiral Cock-

burn, who had been blown off ttie coast by stvi^i^

north-west gales, arrived and took the comoiaad:;

and on the 22d, the British* after removing the

guns, and destroying the fort and barracks, at

Point Petre, descended the river to Cumberland

Island ; of which immediate possession wa$

taken. The troops and marines were encamped;

and the rear-admiral established his hend-quar*

ters at a very large house, built of /aft6y;* sur*

rounding it with the ordnance bro^ight from

Point Petre. On the 22d of February, eight

launches, two pinnaces, and one gig, containing

186 officers, seamen, and marines, under the

command of captain Phillott, of the Primrose

brig, ascended the St. Mary's river, without

* O^ stcr-bliclls, and tkcir cement,

11:
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opposition, 120 miles; when a heavy ^te o{

mufiketry, opening upon them from each side,

compelled a retreat. While day-light lasted,

a spirited fire was kept up by the boats ; but,

unfortunately, after dark, the men could not be

restrained from firing, by which they exposed

themselves to the view of their enemy. The

river was, in some parts, so narrow, that a couple

of stout trees, many of which were on the banks,

felled and thrown across, would have completely

cut off the retreat of the boats. That not having

been done, the boats got back to the island,

with four killed, and 35 wounded, •
'-

'

One of the objects in assembling troops upon

this part of the coast was, to assist in a combined

attack upon the town of Savannah, in Georgia

;

a naval station of no mean importance. The

town stands upon a flat sandy cliff, elevated

about 50 feet above the level of the Savannah

river; is distant from the sea about 17 miles;

and from St. Mary's, 95 miles. The number

of its inhabitants is about 7000 ; and the quota

of militia which, by the secretary of war's order

of July the 4th, * the state of Georgia was

required to hold in readiness, amounted to 350

artillery, and 3150 infantry ; total, 3500 men.

The British, since their first arrival at Cum-

berland island, had been waiting for a rein-

forcement, under general Power; but whose

r: * Seep. 274.
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destination, unknown to tbem, had been altered.

Without this additional force, it would have

been imprudent to make the attack. Some other

operations, in which a body of Indians and

Negroes from the interior of West Florida, was

to co-operbte, had also been in agitation. But

the intended junction bad beeti prevented by the

machinations of some of those ci^afty Americans,

who, as ''^ British subjects/' living under bur own

governme^t,were so actively employed against us,

during the whole, pf the late war. Consec] uently

7 or 800 British troops, and 12 ships of war,

including two 74s and three or four frigates,

were allowed to remain, for several weeks, in a

state of perfect inactivity ; at a timi;, too j when

an 'important, welUstruck blow would have pro-

duced so heating an effect. Mad it not been

for a communicati6n, opened, through the Spa-

niards on Amelia Island, with Cast Florida,

both army anid navy would have had their idle

hours still further embittered by a want of sub-

sistenc?*
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?>*» tl n - CHAPTER XXI.

Bipidiiiim to New Orleans—Briiieh at P^&aeola
i ' emd Barataria--'JVick pitted by the Baratarian

i>A€ommandani—Secret act of the American com'

gress to take possession of West Florida-^Posses'

sion taken of Mohile^^Erection of Fort^Bowyer

^•Attack upon it hy four British sloops of war

^—Loss of the Hermes'-^Brief description of

Louisiana and New Orleans^^Arrival of the

Britishfleet off Chandeleur island—Capture of

five American gun-boats near Lake Borgne^^

Proclamation of tndrtial law by general Jackson

^^Schemingflag of truce^Its okj^et defeated'^

Disembarkation of the first division of British

traopS'^Description of the ground of operations

"^Arrival of Brkish admance ai Viller6*s—Go^

neral Wilkin&tn^s strictwres upon the route chosen

by the British*^Deception as to the strength of
Petite Coquillefort'-'Accidental low estimate of
the British force at Villeri's'^Prompt advance

ofmajor-generalJackson—fJ. S, schooner Caro-*

lihd'^Battle of the 43rf of Deceniber'-'DestruC'

K3II of the Carolina by hot ohot'^—Escape of the

U. S, ship Louisiana—Arrivalof sir Edward Pa-

kenham—Strength of the British force»-^Pro-

posed attack in the rear of New Orleans— Its

non-adoption—Description of general Jackson^s

lines ofdefence—Demonstration of the flSthofDe-'

cember'-'Destructivefire of the Louisiana—Ame-

rican batteries on the opposite side of the river—

•

Arrival ofship-gunsyand erection of battery by the

British—Continued cannonade—Mutual rein"
jf

r*'
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forcefthentih^Oeneral Morgan^a lines an ihe oppO'

tiu bank'^British and AmericanfbrcQt^^BattU

tftht Sth ofJanuary—Fatal negUtct to bring up
t.ktlwjaaein^a and ladders—Death qf major'gene'

m^taU Pal^snham and Gibbs'-^Mi8behaviq^r of twQ

^^^^egimenis-^—Gallant behaviour of a division qf th^

^^Uft brigade'^Repulse q/* the British—Strictures

(0ipon the attaah, by American officers—Launch-

^ng of the boats into the Mississippi—Successful

;^^ attack upon the American intrenchments oh the

right ba/nk—Fatal difference of opinion respect-

ing the possibility of holding that positton^^Ih

viimmediate evacuation-^hort suspension pf hosti-

Uties-^Bomhardment ofFort St. Philip^^Retreat

miafthe Britishfrom brforeNem Orleant-^Th^ U^tal

y^(a^ ^1^ both sides^^American bombast^^Frfinch

r^gemral Humbert—Some particulars relative iQ

Ageneral Jackson^^His honorable conduct—De-

parture of the British fieet—Surrender of Fort-

Z^owyer without a shots being^red at it—Treaty

'ofpeace—'Canadian preparations fot the ensuing

.campaign—Brief remarks on the treaty, and ah

:'%ihe advantages which the Americans have gainHi

'^bu the tear. .
•

1^ ROM the paragraphs that appeared In seVehd

of the Loiidon prints of May and June, 1814,

there is no doubt that the conquest of Louisliati^

had been submitted to the British government,

as a 'measure of no ditficuh attainment. It

was thought, perhaps, that the Louisianiam^s^

consisting chiefly of French and Spaniards,

were disatfect^^d towards the ^overanfiefif of th^
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United States, and would rather aid, than oppose

the Unding of a British army. This hazardous,

and, as it proved, fallacious conjecture, was

suffered to over-balance all apprehension of

danger from the thousands of armed inhabitants

of the west and north-western territories, that

could descend the Mississippi, and prevent any

thing like a permanent occupation of the ca-

pital of Louisiana. There were not, it is true,

any American 74s, or 60-gun frigates, building or

lying blockajded at New Orleans ; but those

who suggested the expedition well knew that,

as the cotton crops of Louisiana, and of the

Mississippi territory, had been for some years in

accumulation, the city-warehouses contained

merchandize to an immense amount. Indeed,

considering that New Orleans was the emporium

of the annually increasing productions of a great

portion of the western states, the enormous sum

of 3000000/. was, perhaps, not an over-estimate

of what, in the event of even a temporary pos-

session of that city, would have be^n shared by

tne cap
^^^*>^^f.r^f:,^-i,^^[j r^^^,

rf»»i;-i«.|; 'an lii^M'-'i.

Scarcely had the people of New Orleans read,

in the pages of their newspapers, admiral Coch-

rane's threatening letter and its reply, and been

assured by their governor, that the British had

expressed a determination ^' of wresting Loui-

siana from the hands of the United States, and*'
1

restoring it to Spain," than accounts arrived,
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that the British were exciting the Indians, and,

by proclamations dated from Pensacola, in West

Florida, endeavouring to persuade the inhabi-

tants of Louisiana and Kentucky, to shake off.

their allegiance, and join the Britibb standard..

Almost at the same instant they received accounts,

that some British officers had been trying to gain

over theBaratarian freebooters, upwards of200 in

number ; not only as pilots for that intricate coast,

but as active allies in the contemplated invasion.

Mr. Laffite, the commandant, played a deep

game with the British officers. He received,:

with seeming acquiescence, all their communi-

cations on the subject, and then forwarded them

to the governor of Louisiana. He had, at that

time, in the gaol of New Orleans, loaded with,

irons, a brother ; whose liberation he, no doubt^

hoped to effect. In short, Mr. Laffite not only

betrayed the British, but offered the services of

bimself and his hardy band, in defending the

important point of the state of which they had

taken possession. These men fulfilled the pledge

given by their commandant to governor Clai-

Iporne ; and, along with Mr. Laffite's brother,

received, in tlie end, a full pardon from the

president of the United States, ^^^^^ .^ ,;> ^y^.-

. It is necessary now to mention, that a secret

law passed the congress of the United States, as

early as the 12lh of February, 1813, authorizing

the president '' to occupy and hold all that
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ti^l of couiitr^t called Wevt Florida, i^htcii

liffi #eit of the P^^rdido, not now in the pOBfet*

sionofthe United StRtes.'' • On th« 14th ^f

March, the order to take possession reached

major-general Wilkinson, then the commanding

•fficer of the United States' troops within the

territories of New Orleans and the Mississippi

;

and, on the 15th of April, taking with him a

strf>ng navsl and military force, the general

possessed himKclf, Without opposition, but not

without remonstrance, of Fort«Charlotte, near

the town of iViobtlo. General Wilkinsoon, soon

afterwards, constrdcted a fort upon Mobile*

p<^int, forming the extremity of a peninsula,

which is joined to the continent by an isthmus^

fHur iniles wide, dividing the river and bay o#

Bon^coars from the bay of Perdtdo, ^ *«•'

^' Thib fort, named Fort-Bowyer, mounted^ in

September) 1814, says an American editor, tWi>

$4, iiJC 10, ei^ht 9, and four 4«pounders; and

contained a garrison of only 130 |i:en ;f yet,

when we took possession of Fort*Bowyer, in

February, 1615, up to which date no reinfbtve*

lAent of guns appears to have been sent to it^

the ^rt mounted, estclusive of one long 94«

and two 9-pounch^rs outside^ three 39, eigtit

^4, six 1% five 9, and oae 4-poander; also one

84nch niortar, and one 5^-inch howitzer \ total

« Wilkinaon*s Mem. Vol. III. p. 340.

f Latonr's Waf In Loniiiaiia} p. 34*

»
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*

9H gUDs. Its garrifioa* under the MMse c<Hnn|aii-.

der too, consisted, at this time, of 375 officers

«nd soldiers.*

;>> On the morning of the 12th, M.M.S. Hermes*

of 32, Carron, of 30, and Sophie and Childeis,

of 18 guns each, under the orders of captain W.
H. Percy, of the 6rst-nanied ship, anchored oil

ihe coast, about six miles to the eastward of

FortBowyer ; which this officer had unadvised!/

determined to attack. The ships, with greal

diificulty, owing to the narrowness of the chan^

Bel, and the numerous shoals, arrived, on tbo

afternoon of the 15th, in the neighbourhood of

the fort. The Hermes, at last, gained a station

within musket-shot distance ; the Sophie, Carron,

and Childers, anchoring in a line a-stern ofber*

Previously to this, a detachment of, not "
130''

f

but 60 marines, and not <*600"t but 130 In-

dians, with a 5|-inch bowitzer, but no *' 13-

pounder,'' under the orders of mi^or Nicolls, of

tlie marines, had disembarked on the peninsula.

Sixty of the Indians, under lieutenant Castle,

had been detached to secure the pass of Bonse^

coujs, 37 miles to the eastward of the fort ; so

that major Nicolls had, under his command, ncl

730, t but 130 marines and Indians. / ^^

- The great distaace at whiieh the Carron and

Childers had unavoidably anchored, con^ned the

effective cannonade, on the part of the British, to

^"^*^ Appendix, No. lU.

^ Latour't Wdi* |a LovMans^ p. 40. -
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the Hermes and Sophie ; nor was the lattor's fire

of much use, as, owing to the rottenness of her

timbers, and her defective equipment, her car-

ronades drew or turned over at every 6re. The

Hermes, before she had fired many broadsides,

*' having her cable cut, was carried away by

the current, and presented her head to the furt.

In that position she remained from 15 to SO

ipinutes, whilst the raking fire from the fort

swept, fore and aft, almost every thing on deck.''*

Soon afterwards the Hermes grounded, directly

in front of the fort. Every means to get her . off

having failed, captain Pereyt taking out of her

the whole of his ivounded, set her on fire. He
bad but one boat leftv and that with only three

oars, As a proof ;of' the Ameriican captain

JUiwrence's '' characteristic luimanity," the

fort, on this ** memorable day for the garri-

Hon,'^ fired round and < grape at the rboat,

till she got out of gun-shot. The Liermes and

Sophie were the only vessels that sustained

any injury. The loss of the one was 25 men
killed, and 34 wounded; of the other, six

killed, and 16 wounded ; total, with one ma^

rine killed on shore, 32^ killed, and 40 wounded^

while the American editors, major Latour inclu*

sive, have made the British loss before Fort-

Bowyer, 162 killed, and tO wounded.f The

Americans acl^nowledge a loss of four killed, and

four wounded, t -No event of the war has been

• Latoar's War io Louisiana^ p., 38. f : l^id. p. 40.
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nrnde more of than the indiaicreet attack iipon

Fort-Boivyer. Major Latbur, misnaming one

vessel, and conyerting into frigate-built ships the

corvettes Hermes and Carron, gives each of the

latter '* twenty eight 32-ponnd carronades," *:

and crews in proportion. 'He, then, states the

whole *' effective British force at 02 guns, and

1330 men /'* which he modestly opposes to eight

guns, (all that hesays would bear,) and 130 men.

Where did this writer learn, that both broad-

sides of a ship can act together, upon a single

object? Major Latour, piilpably ridiculous as

his statements are, has, however, no criticism to

dread in the United States of America. ; fffii^

** The attack upon Fort*Bowyer unmasking, at

once, the designs of the British upon Louisiana^

major-g\ neral Jaoksoh, of the United States'

army, who, having superseded general »Wilkin-

son, was at this time at Mobile, began making

defensive arrangements; and, among < tliem,

adopted the extraordinary resolution of taking

possession, '^ withoat Waiting for the authority

of his government,"
'f

of the Spanish post of

Pensacola, and the contiguoi^s forts. Having

assembled 4000 troofis, he was enabled, through

the treachery of the Spanish governor, to effect

his object, on the 7th and 8th of November,

without bloodshed. Leaving garrisons in the

captured forts, the major-general, with the

* Latour'sWar in Louis< p. 40. i Sketches of (heWar, p. 346.
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icmiiiidMr of bis ttttopH, departed for New Ov*

IcMis; wium he BxrinA on Ike 3d of Dtcem^

bet). Binte tbe lOtli of the preceding monlfav

the gofemor of Louisiaiia had informed the le*

gifillatore, that the BritCBh were about to attack

tbo stat», with from 12 to l&QOO men ; and that

be was in dailj expectation of considerable rei^

in^DtPcemeots from Kentucky and Tennessee, t;

r Without a brief description of Louisiana, and

particularly of the line of maritime invasion to

which New Orleam is exposed, the imp^rtaat

operations about to be detailed, will not be so^

ittadily understood. Hie boundaries of Louii*

siana may be seen apon any map of the IKorlk

Anveriioiui continent: it is only necessary here

t» statOi that this great expanse of territory has

a Aiontier, with the Spanish internal provinces

ef1900 miles ; a line of sea-coast, on the Paciiie

Oceany ofdOO miles ; a frontier with the British

doaitinions of 1760 miks ; thence, following the

l^issiasippiy by comparative uoorse, 1400 miles;

and along the gulf of Mexico 700 miles: from

Ike month of thePerdido to theai* N. latitude^

40 Biiles ; along the latter parallel, 240 miles;

kanringan outline of 6480miles^ and 1352860

square miles of surfoce.* The paric^h of ^ew
Orleans is bounded north by Lake Pontchartr^iu

atid the Rigolets, east by lake Borgne and the

j[Hirish of Plaquemines, south*east by the gidf

.iun/;, t JPtrby'i LouWins, p. 13^

¥ ^
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ofMwuiOf«nd west hy ikm parudiM of Bt. Bw^
mid and the tnUrio# of Lefourahe i poao<wing!

aiiar^ofld00ti|iiaMiiii1i». TheeityofNswOr-
le*iiii> the capital of the parivk, And of thtt stalo

of Louisiana^ tUnds opoa tiM left bimk of tilM.

MiiiifiB&p^i, 106 aiiieS) following th€ htreftm, andi

90 miles, in a direct line^ from iti moHth. ' Thei

present population of the city is estimated ai^

93242 persons. ^ The line of maritime in>vasion

attends from Lake PMtcbartrain, on the east,

to the ri?er Tesche, on the west, intersected bj^

several bays, inlets, and rivers, which famish-

afenues of approach to the metropolis. But tha

flatness of the const is etery whero unfavorable

for the debarkation oftroops ( and tbe bays and
inlets being all obetruoted by shoals or bans, no

landing can be effected, but by beats, e^cepti

up >he Mississippi; and that has a bar at its

month , which shoals to 13 or 14 foet water. -^ i

'- On the 7th of December, commodore Fatter<fc>

son, the naval commander at New Orleans, re«

oeived a letter from Pensacola, dated on the ^by-

stating that a British fleet of dO sail, having on

hoard a la^ge body of troops, had arrived off the

bar, and were destined for New Orleans. The
eomitiodore immediately ordered the gun^boats

at the station to proceed to the passes Marima
and Christiana, kading into lake Borgne* by,

which, and lake Pontchairtrain, it wes thought

^1

'"58
?

ft

t H I V» I •»'
'

V
** Darby'i t>3tfiiinta, p. li|1.
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tbe British would make their approaches. Afi

^n additional protection, the Rigolets, forming

the communication between lakes Borgne and

Pontchartrain, were defended by a small work,^

named Petite Coqnille fort. Detachments of

troops had also been sent out, to fell timber

across every small bayou or creek, leading from'

the . lakes ;> and through which a passage for,

boats could be afforded. The precaution .waa

even taken* in.somei)!f the bayous, to sink largCi

frainies, and then fill theitn with earth. To prevent

any appri^ach by; thie Mississippi, geueral Jack-

son went liimself to superintend the direction of

the defences at Fort St. Philip, situated on the

left bank of' the river, about 40 miles from -the

Balize. Besides increasing the strength of this

fort,>tbe general ordered the immediate construc-

tion .of two batteries on the opposite side of the

river. It. is now time to attend to the progress

of the expedition. «

^.i^'tOn the ;8lh of December, vice-admiral Coch-

i;ahe, in the Tonnant, along with several other

{ihips^ arriv.ed and anchored off the Chandeleur

islands.; , . On the same day, two of the Ameyieau

gun-boats fired at the Armide as she, along

W^th the Seahorse and Sophie, was> passing down,

witjhin the chain of. small islands that .runs

parallel to the shore, from Mobile towards Lake

Borgne. Thr^ie other gun*boats were presently

discovered crikizing jn the lake. On the 10th,

i^h

I ,*H
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llth, and IStfa, the remaind^ of the men-of-war

and troop-ships arrived; i the 74s anchoring^ o#
Chandeleur island; the frigates^ aiidsikialler reck

sefsi betweenCat island and the maSi^, not fair from

'the entrance to LakeBorgne. The coniniianderbf

the American gun-boats, fearing an attack, had,

since the llth, put his boats in the best possible

condition.* The bayoii Catalan, or Bi^nvenu,

at the head of Lake Borgne being the con-

templated point of disembarkation, the distance

from the anchorage at Cat island to the bajou

63 miles, and the principal means of transport

open boats, it became impossible that any move-

ment of the troops could take place, until thesiB

gun-boats were destroyed. It was also an

object to get possession of them in a serviced

able state, that ther might assist, as weil in

ti^ansporttng the troops, as in the attack of any

of the enemy's forts in the route ; there^re,

42 launches, armed with 24, 18, and 12-pbund

carronades, and three unarmed gigs^ carrying,

altogether, about 980 seamen and marines,

placed under the orders of captain Lockyer, of

the Sophie, left the ships on the night of the 12th.

For the details of the short battle, ending in

the capture of five gun-boats, and an armed sloop,

the reader is referred to the British and American

official accounts ;t upon the latter of which we

shall prefaced to make a few observations. ^

* Latoor's War in Louisiana, p 59.

T App. No5. 78. 79. 80. 81. and 84.

i*
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It doen not fip|iMr» by cfeiptoia Loekytt'ii

letter, fthdn any dttiek was nade upon tbe 8ea»-

lierse« Her destroctioa, tbercfiMre^ by bear ootnft-

mander, eoald eoly bave been Irom a dread tbat

sbe woald be attacked ; or, ifshe was attacked^ no

difficulty, and no casualties beyond her destruo-

tion, occurred on either side. This is confirmed,

as well by the American return of loss, as by.

the proceedings, ofthe court ofinquiry, held upoii

captain Jones and his officers ; in whieb neitbf^

the Seahorse nor Mr. Johnson, her commmnder,

is at all named. Captain Jones seems to bare

mistaken the hour at which captain Roberts

was detached to take the Alligator, for the time

of ket capture ; from which service the division

of boats did not return, till the capture of gun^

boat No. 156 bad been effected. The ^« delibei-

ratie fire" from one long ^2, and four long a4S,

did, owing to the tardy a^iproach of the boats

againsi '* the forOe of the current," produoe

/' mneh effie^t ;" and, till the latter came within

range of their carronadeft, could not be re^

turned. It is singular that a writer, who givcB

captain Jones's letter in his Appendiac, should

describe the latter's ^' objects of so small a smej'

as *' barges almost as large as the gun-boats

themselves."* Captain Jones says, *' two boats

sank." We can assur«i him, that no other

boat sank than the Tonuant's launch ^ add

* liatpur*! War in l^ouisUaa, p. 61.
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•very mait in her was «ai^fd. The oourt of

inquiry hai preferred '' several bargpttn''* to ** tw9

boBiN.'' M^jor Lalour himself tllinks *« 9 gret4

niunber of barges and lannohes'^t belter tluui

oither. Captain Jones's aeootuit of the duration

ofthe action must inckide the time during whick«

for the reasoae already given^ he had the firing

nil to himself. In less than 20 minutes afwr

the British |;ot alongside of the 6ag gun-boat,

the whole five vessels were in their possession.

Jho defence of the commodore's gttn*boat did

credit to all on board ; nor could the others, when

ahe wail captured, have possibly withstood tbe

foree oper^ing against them. It is captainJones's

commenlatora with whom we have more piirtir

ciilarly to d6. This officer must excuse Us ior

nmuurking, that Im *« correot statement!" would

beitcar have deierved the name, had he oontrastcd

tJbe nature and ealiber, asf well as the nnmbei*,

of bis own, with the number and oalibejr «f his

tmemy's gnmu Why omit to notice tbe IS

awlvels^ or half-pounders, or the two 6^ iocih

bowitzers, which were captured aoMng his gnne ?

<We will not dispate the numbers ofbts^ efieolivif

evews;- yet^ according to majoi^ Latour, fli^

wftctwe crew of gun-boat No. 65, which had

been left to aRsist in guarding the Missiisipiii,

amounted to 40 men. % Thn gientleman^s acM

I

< Latoir^* War in Loi^ioiiB, f». exxiUL

. % Iftid. p. 101. -

^ iU(L Bl.
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has ORrried him rather too far. Out ofthe state*

ment iii captain Jones's letter^ that his vessels^

8t3 P.M. on the lath, ^* were in 12 or id'inohes

less water than their draught," the major has

made out that, in the action on the 14th, ^*it

was impossible for the gun-boats to manceuvre,*'

because " seveml of them were sunk 18 inches

in the mud ;*'* and this, in spite of captain

Jones's statement :" At 3, 30, (on the 13th,) the

flood-tide; had commenced; got under weighs

making the bekt of my way towards the Petite

Coquille.^'§ Captain Jones, in his estimate of

our lofiii, rather over-rated the prowess of his

linen, as will be iseen by the British returns.^

Major Latour, uk a proof how much he is inflo«>

encedby *' the duty ofimpartiality*' and a'** due

regard to truth,'' scruples not to account for

nearlytwo-thirds ofthis loss, by^what he calls,thk

^'plain fact^^'—that " 180 men went dowd in one

of the bargee which were sunk." f After haying

already stated that no barge was sunk, liormes
drowned, we have only to add, that the largest

number of men in any one of the barges was 31!.

If we seem to pass over our old friends Messiettrs

Thomson, O'Connor, and Smith, it is not' be-

cause their statements are iess extravagant than

:those of oiir two new acquaintances, but because

the latter enter more largely into the events oC

t Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 61. t Ibid p. 335.

% App. No. 7fi. ^ App. No. 80.
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the Louisiana war. Mr. John Henry £aton, the

biographist of general Jackson,- taking the hint

.

from major Latour, about the American gun-i>

boats and British barges being nearly of the

same size, presents his readers with the follow--

ing statement :-^

I-

« The British had
The Americans^

Boats.

43
6

38

Men. Guns,
l^do 43
182 33

1018 20"*

Nothing could happen better ; because it gives

us an opportunity of exhibitinf^ a statement also.'

Supposing Mr.' Eaton not to have known, that

the smallest of his ** boats" waj 75 tons burthen,

the History of the Tripolitan War would have

informed him, that two or three of them had

crossed the Atlantic and back in safety. Now
for our statement :

—

'
'

MJnited States' «<boat»
j.r; .> No. 23. '

« His Britannic Majesty's
"^/i f»' brig Hunter." t
50 10

1 .

12 1 -U
50
41

1 28
39 ^:m

112
* n

Broadside-metal f long gnns,

; in poniids,
(, carrcnades,

Complement, ^y ' v*^ J;*,,^ '*..\

Size in tons,

;>, And did not the American commodore Mac-
donough, in an official letter, designate two
British vessels, the largest of which was two
tons smaller than Mr. Eaton's" boat," as ** two

sloops of war"? J We need only add to what:

has already appeared respecting the state of

< • Eaton'sLifeof Jackson, p. 261. "' ^** «'' ;j;'V»*f'i'*

"t + Na?. Hist, of the United States, Vol. I. p. 249 ^'h

X James's Nav. Occur, p. 420. r jjq,-^^ ,^, y,,;, «.
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equipment of American gun-boats,* thatthosA

taken by captainLockyerhad polished mahogany a

traversing gun-carringes, and were lavishly sup*

plied with ordnance-stores of every descrip*

tion.

The capture of the gun-boats having thus left

open the entra.nce by the lakes, great consterna-

tion pcevailed at New Orleans. General Jack-

son, with a promptitude highly to his credit,

redoubled his exertions; and, with what, in

our despotic country, would be considered a

stretch of power, proclaimed martial law. By
way ofsounding the British as to the route they

meant to take, commodore Patlerson, on the

15th of December, sent a purser and doctor of

the navy, with a flag, under pretenv® '^ ^^

obtaining correct information as to the situation

q£ the officersand crews made prisoners oi^ board

the gun-boats, and of endeavouring to obtain

their being sufTered to return totown on parole."f

Admiral Cochrane very properly told them^

*' that their visit was unseasonable, and that he

oould not permit them to return, until the

intended 'attatk was made, and the fate of New
Orleans decided.^^f This was construed into a

<^ wanton outrage on propriety,'' and all sorts of

abuse lavished upon the British character.

\: On the 16th the first division of troops, con-

sisting of the 85th regiment, lauded at Isle aux

Poix, a small swampy spot, at the mouth of

* See p. 300. + Latour's War ia Louisiana, p. 75,

H
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the Pearl river ; about 30 mileK from the anchor-

age, and nearly the same distance from the

bayou Catalan, or Bienvenu, intended as the

point of disembarkation. Various causes, as

detailed in admiral Cochrane's letter,* delayed

the arrival of the boats at the fishermen^s village,

near the entrance of the bayou, till midnight on

the 23d ; when, immediately, the advance, con-

sisfting of 760 rank and file of the 4th, 403 rank

and file of the 85th, and 396 rank and file of the

95th regiments, niso 100 sappers, miners, and

artillery men, with two 3-pounders, and 30

rocketeers, in all 1688 men, under the command
of colonel Thornton of the 85th, commenced

ascending the bayou Mazant, or principal

branch of the Bienvenu; and, at four o'clock

on the following morning, landed at the extre»

mity of Villere's canal, running from the bayou

Mazant, towards the Mississippi.

* As the country around New Orleans possesses

very peculiar features, a slight digression .may

be necessary. The bayou Bienvenu is the creek

through which all the waters of a large basin,

or swamp, about 80 miles in extent, bounded on

the north by the Mississippi, on the west by

New Orleans, on the north-west, by bayou Sau*

vage, or Chef-menteur, and on the east by Lake

Borgne, into which it empties. It receives the

streams of several other bayous, formed by the

«,{ii««h;o ! v,:mj\ , • App. No. 99. 'tv^sifnao'ts^focf^
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waters of the surrounding cypress swamps and

prairies, as well as of innumerable little streams

from the lowgrounds along the river. It is naviga-

ble for vessels of 100 tons, 12 miles from its mouth..

Its breadth is from 110 to 150 yards, and it has

six feet water on the bar, at common tides, and.

nine feet at spring tides. Its principal branch,

is that which is called bayou Mazant, which,

runs, towards the 8outh-w«;st, and receives the-

waters ofthe canals of the plantations of Viller^,:

Lacoste, and Laronde, upon which the British

afterward^ .established their principal encamp-;

ment. The level of the great basin, on the bank

of the principal bayou, is usually 12 feet below,

the banks of the Mississippi. The overflowing,

of the waters of all those bayous and canals,,

occasioned by the tide of the sea, or by the winda

raising the waters in the lake, forms, on all their

banks, deposits of slime, which are continually,

raising them above the rest of the soil ; so that

the interval between two bayous is below the

level of their banks, and the soil is generally

(Covered with water and mud, in which aquatic

plants, or large reeds, of the height of from «ug

to eight feet, grow in abundance. It sometimes

happens that the rains, or the filtrated waters,

collected in these intervals, qr basins, not.finding

a vent, form what are nvMRdL trembling prairies;

which are at all times impassable to men and

domestic animals. The land in Lower Louisiana

slopes in the inverse direction of the soil of other
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countries, being most elevated on the sides of

the rivers, and sinking as it recedeu from' them.

The Mississippi, at New Orleans, periodically

swells 14 or 15 feet ; and is then from three to

ibur feet above the level of its banks. To con-

fine its waters within Hs bed, dikes or raihparts,

called in Louisiana levies, have been raised on

its banks, from the highlands towards its mouth,

a little above the level of the highest swells

;

without which precaution, the lands would be

entirelv overflowed, from four to five mdnths in

the year. The reader will now be better able

to appreciate the difficulties our troops and

seamen had to encounter, in transporting them-

selves, their baggage, provisions,' and artillery,

to the scene of operations on the left bank

of the Mississippi.

'^ The spot at which the British advance had

landed, was abojt a mile from a cypress wood,

or swamp, of nearly a mile and a half in depth,

running parallel to the Mississippi; between

which and the border of the wood, is a slip

of land, from 15 to 1700 yards wide, inter-

sected by strong horizontal railings, and seve-

ral wet ditches, or canals, and principally

planted with sugar canes. Several large

houses, with their out-offices and negro-huts,

arc scattered, at irregular distances, over this

tract ; along which passes, near to the lev^e, or

bank of the river, the high road to New Orleans.

# t

%
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At about noon on the 33cl, the piquets of the

British advanced diyision arrived at M. Villerc's

house, Rtanding upon the road-fcide, at the dis-

tance of about six miles from the city. Here a

company of the 3d regiment of militia was

surprised and captured. Soon afterwards,

colonel Thornton, with the remainder of his

division, arrived, and bivouacked upon the

higher ground of the plantation, or that nearest to

the river. This point had been reconnoitered,

since the night of the 18th, by the honorable

captain Spencer, of the Carron, and lieutenant

Peddie, of the quarter-master-general's depart*

menlt. These officers, with a smuggler as their

guide, had pulled up the bayou in a canoe, and

advanced to the high road, without seeing any

persons, or preparations.

After general Wilkinson, whose local know*

ledge in this quarter no one will dispute, has

stated, that lieutenant Jones, of the late Ameri-

can flotilla, in answer to the particular enquiries

put to him respecting the strength of Fort-

Coquille, defending the entrance to Lake Pont-

chartraine, reported it to mount, instead of eight,

«—<* 40 pieces of artilley,'' and to be garrisoned

by, not 50,—but ** 500 men," and that, in con-

sequence of the supposed strength of that posi-

tion, the British determined to advance by the

bavou Bienvenu, he says :—'* To this direction

of the invaders, and their halt after they had
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renched the bt^nk of tbe Mitisiwippi, may, under

God, be ascribe'l tlie salvation of New Orleans,

and general Jackson*! merited fame. By thia

approach, the enemy placed the American army
in their front, leaving its rear open to every

species of resource, and its flanks perfectly

secured by the river and the cypress swamps ; a

situation the most desirable to a military chief,

because it enables him to condense his force,

and disembarrass his mind of every care and
every concern, but that of marshalling his men
and preparing for battle. Yet, as the enemy
had, unperceived, got within two hours' march

of the city, if they had proceeded directly for-

ward, the advantages of general Jackson's posi-

tion, which after^vards became all important,

could not have availed him ; because the enemy

would have carried surprise with them, would

have found the American corps dispersed,?*

without concert, and unprepared for combat

;

and, making the attack with a superior nume-

rical force of disciplined troops, against a body

composed chiefly of irregulars : under such cir-

cumstances, no soldier of experience will pause

for a conclusion. The most heroic bravery

would have proved unavailing, and the capital

of Louisiana, with its millions of property,

%vould have been lost. But, blinded by con-

fidence, beguiled by calculations injurious to

I

11

'*«
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the honor of the high-mettled patriot-soiis of

Louisiana, and considering the game safe, thej

gave themselves up to security, took repose, and

waited for reinforcements." * ' ^'' f . «4 r«.J<'.-« 4 J)flt l^n-

' ; Why the British did not approach by the way

of Lake Pontchartrain, and take the city of New
Orleans in the rear, the general has himself,

partly explained, in the ruse de guerre of lieuten-

ant Jones, or, rather, of Mr. Shields, commodore

-Patterson's purser. We say, partly explained*

because we know this route was suggested by

several experienced British officers, Had general

tWilkinson been aware that, instead of '^ 4980,"

major-general Keane, even when his reinforce-

ment came up at 10 o'clock on the night of the

23d, had only 2050 men ; and had the general

reflected, what labour and fatigue these men
had undergone since their departure from Isle

aux Poix, on the morning ofthe preceding- day,

he would not have condemned the British for

taking repose on their arrival at Viller^'s ; more

especially, when,, instead of "3000,': or, as

major Letour says, "5000," ihe British had

been informed by Mr. Ducros, and several othei*

prisoners, (who, the night previous, had settled

their plans,) that there were from '^ 13 to 14000'*

troops in the ''ity, and from " 3 to 4000" at a

fort at the '^English turn," J a bend of the

*'' - * WilKipson's Mem. Vol. i. p. SST.'"^
:**'' t'^'^^'^* <

y Latour's War is Louisiana, p. 104. % Ibid. p. 86*
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river, about 10 miles below the British

encampment, li*^ v tm at i ful •«•><{« fwwii? **:

- , General Jackson received intelligence ofthe ar-

rival of the British at Viller^'s farm, at about two

o*clock P.M. on the 23d ; and major Letour, who
was the reconnoitring officer, ** judged that their

number must amount to 16 or 1800.''* Not

satisfied with this account, major-general Jack-

son sent forward '' colonel Haynes, inspector

general of the division -" but, says major Latour,

*' he had no opportunity to form a correct estimate

of their number, which he made to amount to

no more than 200 men." Here we ham an im-

portant fact ; accounting for general Jackson's

ready advance to the attack; and atTording

an answer to the loads of bombastical

stuff, so characteristic of Amerioan accounts.

Major Latour gives a detailed estimate of

general Jackson's force, ou this • occasion,

making it amount to ** 2131 men."'|' . The Ca-

rolina schooner, which combined in the attack,

mounted twelve 12-pound carronades, and

two long guns of the same caliber, with a crew

of about 90 nien. When she opened her fire,

several British soldiers, taking her to be an

.unarmed vessel, were actually standing upon

the lev^e, looking at her. The Caroline had not,

at this time, any other vessel in company
.J i*,m

The reinforcement that reached colonel Thorn-

.
* L^tour's War ia Louis, p. 88. + lb. p. 105. J App. No. 83,
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ton on the night of the attack amounted, not to

*' 2900 men," but to only 230 rank and fiie of

the 2l8t, and 140 rank and file of the 9Sd regi-

ments ; total 370 men : making the aggregate

British force, just at the close of the attack,

2050 men. With these explanatory particulars

before him, the reader can take the details of

the battle from the official accounts on both

sides.* The American commentators, particu-

larly our two new historians, have indulged

themselves in such a rhapsody of falsehoods and

contradictions, that we shall leave their '* faithful

histories" to work their own efTect. On tlie

morning of the 24th, the United States' ship

Louisiana, of sixteen long 12-pounders, and

a crew of upwards of ISO men, joined the Car6-

lina. The loss of the British, on the 23d and

24th, the details of which are given in theofficial

return,f amount'^d co 46 killed, 167 wounded,

and 62 misring: total 275. The Americans,

who, as the British 3-pounders were not brought

into use, had only musketry to contend with,

sustained a loss, on the 23d, as particularized

in their return,| of 24 killed, 115 wounded,

and 74 missing ; total 213. ;
^^^ h. .. .,

The enemy's ship and schooner continuing a

heavy and destructive cannonade upon the

British troops, a battery of, not as major Latour

says, " several 12 and 18-pounders," but of five

* A pp. No. 83, 85, and 87. + App. No. 84. + App. No. 86.
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and 6-poanderi, the heaviest artillery which

had then been got up, was, by day-light on the

morning of the 27th, in readiness to act. The

second hot shot lodged in the schooner's main-

hold, under her cables, and presently set her on

fire. Soon afterwards, her crew, with the

loss ofone killed and six wounded, took to their

boats, and reached the shore. By some gross

mismanagement on our part, the artillery,

instead of being, immediately that the Carolina

was seen to be on fire, directed against the

powerful ship Louisiana, whose *' powder*

magazine was above water,''* continued to

play upon the flaming wreck. When the latter

exploded, which was not till an hour after

the commencement of the firing, the British

guns were directed against the ship ; but her

commander, aware of the danger to which the

situation of his magazine exposed him, had

wisely employed '* 100 men of his crew," * in

towing the Louisiana out of gun-shot. „

. Since the evening of the 25th, major-general

sir Edward Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs^

had arrived at head-quarters ; the former to

take command of the army, now augmented, by

fresh arrivals from the anchorage, to about,~-not,

as major Latour says, " 9 or 10000,"t but—5040.

rank and file. The prevailing frosts had greatly

improved the road from the landing place ; anc|

* Latour*s War io Louisiana, p. 113. f Ibid- p. 12^.
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rendered a passage across the swamps, in most

directions, less difficult than usual. At this

time the real strength of Fort-Coquilie was gene-

rally known in camp ; and some one proposed

for the army to be moved back, by a route

poiiited out, to Lake Pontchartrain ; and thence,

after taking the forts Coquille and St. John, (in

which there would be no difficulty,) to proceed

down bayou St. John, to the rear of New Orleans.

The attack in front, with such an army, was,

however, thought to be the readiest, as it cer^

tainly was the boldest mode.

There is no means ofjudging ofthe strength of

the American position, but by a full description.

Fortunately, we are enabled to give that in the

very words of the engineer who superintended

the construction of the lines. B}'^ way of still

further elucidation, we have made use of major

Latour s plan or sketch -* which, although it has

reference to the operations of a subsequent day,

represents, except as to some of the guns, the

same lines which were now about to be attacked.

^" Jackson's lines, within ^\e miles of the city

of New Orleans, and running along the limits of

Rodriguez's and Chalmette's plantations, were

but one of those antient mill-races so common

in Louisiana, extending from the bank of the

river to the cypress swamp. It has already been

seen, from my description of the form of the soil

. : . :
• See Plate VII. , •

" / <• .^
-
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in Lower Louisiana, and from its shelving from

the river toivards the swamps, that, when the

Mississippi is swelled to its greatest height, the

level of the surface of its waters is some feet

above that of the contiguous soil, and from 12

to 15 feet above that of the praries and bayous,

which, at those periods, receive the waters flow-

ing from the Mississippi. To add to the mass

and the force of the water, the planters dig

canals a few feet deep, throwing the earth on

both sides, so as to afford a mass of water from

eight to eleven feet deep ; and, at the head of

these canals^ which are commonly 25 feet wide,

are constructed saw-mills. The canal on which

Jackson's lines were formed, had long been

abandoned, having no longer any mill to turn ;

so that its banks had fallen in, and raised its

bottom, which was covered with grass, present-

ing, rather, the appearance of an old draining

ditch, than of a canal. Or: the 24th of Decem-

ber, general Jackson had taken th:::» position
;

and, that it was well chosen, will sufficiently

appear, on an inspection of the map. ] will

only observe, that those lines leave the least

possible space between the river and the wood,

and thai from the lines to Viller^'s canal, the

depth of the high land continually increases, and

is at Laronde*s plantation nearly three times as

great as at the lines. As soon as this position

was chosen, the troops began to raise a parapet.

f't ^

V
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leaving the ditch as it was, except that, by cutting

the road, it was laid under water, as there was

then a temporary rise of the river. Earth was

fetched from the rear of the line, and thrown

carelessly on the left (or inner] bank ; where the

earth had been thrown when the bank was ori-

ginally dug. The hank on the right (or outer)

side, being but little elevated above the soil,

formed a kind of glacis. All the pales of the

fences in the vicinity were taken to line the

parapet, and prevent the earth from falling into

the canal. All this was done at various inter-

vals, and by different corps, owing to the fre-

quent mutations in the disposition of the troops.

This circumstance, added to the cold, and to

incessant rain, rendered it impossible to observe

any regularity as to the thickness and height

of the parapet ; which, in some places, was as

much as 20 feet thick at the top, though hardly

five feet high ; whilst, in other places, the enemy's

balls went through it at the base. On the 1st

ofJanuary, there was but a very small proportion

of the line able to withstand the balls ; but, on

the 8th of January, the whole extent, as far as

the wood, was proofagainst the enemy's cannon.

The length of the line was about a mile, some-

what more than half of which ran from' the

river to the wood, the remainder extending into

the wood, where the line took a direction to-

wards the left, which rested on a cypress swamp
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almost impassable. Enormous holes in the soil,

made impassable by their being full of water

from the canal, rendered a bend in the line*

unavoidable."'!'

The manner in which the artillery was after-

wards distributed, and the number and caliber

ofthe pieces, appearon the plan. It is only neces-

sary to state here, that they consisted of one 32,

three 24, one 18, three 12, and two 6-pounder

long-guns, and one 9^ and one 6-inch howitzer ;

total 12 guns: but not above half of them were

mounted on the 28th of December. In case of

beingdriven from this strong line, generalJackson

had caused to be constructed two other lines in

his rear ; th:^ nearest, or Dupr^'s line, at the dis-

tance of a mile and a half, and the third, or Mon-
treuil line, at the distance oftwo miles and a quar-

ter, from his outer, or main line. Nor had the

opposite, or right bank of the river, which even

exceeded the left in capability of defence, been

neglected. Boisgervais' canal, at the distance

of three miles from the city, had been selected

;

and the labour of 150 negroes, for six days, com-

pleted the parapet along the whole length of the

canal, and levelled the earth to form a glacis on

theopposite side. There was, also, opposite to the

city, on the bank of the river, a strong redoubt,

formed by a brick-kiln ; surrounded by a ditch,

25 feet v^ide, with a glacis and parapet. A
palisade extended along its whole length on the

* SeePUteVIl. t Latour's War in Louisiaaa, p. 149.
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inside. . The redoubt was furnished with H

powder-magazine, and mounted with two 24-

pounders ; which commanded both the road and

the river. *
.< ;ji ;.», ;

The British commander determined to make

a demonstation upon the enemy's fortified line

on the left bank. Accordingly, at day-light on

the morning of the 28th, the troops moved for-

ward in two columns; driving in the whole of

the enemy's line of out-posts. During the

advance of the British, the ship whicli had been

so unfortunately spared, opened a heavy enfilad-

ing fire upon them; and continued it during

the whole of the forenoon.*]* Her fire, and that

from the enemy's heavy pieces at his works, did

considerable execution. On the 30th commodore

Patterson planted behind the Iev6e on the right

banka24-pounder, and on the naxt day, two 12-

pounders; with which he threw shot quite into

the British camp. Our loss between the 25th

and 31st, as detailed in the return, amounted to

16 killed, 38 wounded, and two missing ; total

56. X The Americans acknowledge a loss of nine

;

killed ; and eight wounded, § on shore, and of

one wounded on board the ship ; total 18. .'t* «^•J

By the evening of the 31st, after considerable

difficulty, ten ship 18-pounders, and four 24-

pound carronades were brought up the canal,

in boats, and four of the former were placed in

' '' * Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 125. •'* •-

+ App. Nos. 89 and 90. + App. No. 94. ^ App. No. 91.
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a battery, formed with ho«jsheaHs of sugar, on

the main road, to fire upon the ship, if she

dropped down the river. Some other batteries

were, in the mean time, constructed. The first

of January was u.sliered in with a very thick fog,

which did not begin to disperse till towards

eight o'clock. As soon as the horizon cleared

up, the British opened their batteries upon the

American line. '* Our batteries," says major

Latour, ** were the principal objects against

which the enemy's fire was directed ; but we

were not less intent in demolishing his ; for,

in about an hour's time, our balls dismounted

several of his guns ; and, when the firing ceased,

the greater pt^rt of his artillery was unfit for

service. Justice obliges us to acknowledge, that

the fire of the British was, for a long time, vigo-

rously kept up, and well-directed."* All this

while, commodore Patterson's guns, on theoppo"

site bank, shared in the engagement.f A sud-

den change now took place in t\io weather; and^

so deep was the soil, that it required the greatest

exertions of the whole army, aided by the sea-

men, at this time serving with it, to retire the

remaining guns a short distance, before day-

light the next morning. '
-^^-i'' >•. r..:i

Failing to make any impression upon the

enemy's parapet, and unable to approach his

Hanks; on his right, owing- to the river, and on

Latoiir's War in Louisiana, p. 133. t App. No. 9i.
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bis left, owing to the impassable swamp by

which it was so well secured, the British com-

mander-in-chief determined to wait for the ex-

pected reinforcements, under major-general

J^ambert. We may observe, in ihis place, what

great advantage would have been derived from

the 2 or 3000 Choctaw Indians and Negroes,

who were ready, and might have been brought

from W est Florida. During the 2d and Sd of

January commodore Patterson, having landed

four more 12-pounders, and erected a furnace

for heating shot, caused, till the evening of the

5th, considerable destruction in the British

f;amp. Our loss, as detailed in the returns,*

^mounted to 32 killed, 44 wounded, and two

missing ; total 78 : that of the Americans, on the

1st of January, 11 killed, and 23 wounded

;

total 34.']* On the fo' r succeeding days, the

cannonade, owing to the ruinous state of the

British batteries, was wholly on the side of

the Americans. *' Our artillery,'' says major

Latour, '^ continued to fire on the enemy ; and,

^vhenever a group of four or Ave men shewed

themselves, they were instantly dispersed by our

balls or shells. The advantage we derived from

that almost incessant cannonading, on both

banks of the Mississippi, was, that we exercised

our gunners, annoyed the enemy to such a

degree, that he could not work at any fortitica-

App. No. 95. + App. No. 93.
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tion ; nor, indeed, come within the reach of our

cannon by day, and was deprived of all repose

during the night."*

On the 4th of January general Jackson re-

ceived the long-expected reinforcement of 2250

Kenluckians; j* and, on the 6th, the British re-

ceived their expected reinforcement of the 7th

and 43d regiments. On that very day a deser-

ter informed general Jackson of the intended

attack ; as well as that the British were digging

out Viller^s canal, and extending it, in order to

get their boats into the river, ready for a simul-

taneous attack on the opposite side. In the

meanwhile major-general Morgan had thrown

up two fresh lines, in advance of his works at

Boisgervais' canal. Upon these, and commo-
dore Patterson's battery on the river-side, J were

mounted 16 guns. The last-named officer ac-

tually saw, and reported, contrary to the belief

of sir Alexander Cochrane, § the operations on

Viller6's canal :
II

in short, the Americans were

fully apprized, that their works on both sides

of the river would be attacked on the morning

of the 8th. " In our camp," says major La-

tour, '* all was composure ; the officers Were

ordered to direct their subalterns to be ready

on the first signal. Half the troops passed the

* Latour's War in Louisiana, p. 143.

+ Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 332. + See Plate VIL

§ App. No. Q9.
11
App. No. 102.
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night behind the breastwork; relieving each

othei Qcoasionalljr. Everj one waited for daj

with anxiety and impatience, but with calnA

intrepidity ; expecting to be vigoronsly attacked,

and knowing that the enemj had then from 13

to 16,000 bayonets to bring into action, besides

iMXK) sailors, and some marines.''* This preli-

minary puff might pas»> but for the statement

about the strength of the British forces. We
will first point out where the msyor contradicts

himself* His '* list of the several corps com*

posiitg the British army, at the time of its land-

ing on the shores of the Mississippi, with an

estimate oi their respective force,*'-^wherein we

find the " 40th regiment," and a '* detachment

of the 62d regiment,'^ that did not land till the

llth of January^ stated, together, at *' 1360

men," the ^' rocket-brigade, artillery, drivers,

engineers, sappers and miners," at *' 1500,''

and th^ *' royal marines, and sailors taken from

the ileet," ^s high as '^ d500,^'<-^in»kes a total of

mfy « 14450 rt ^^^> bj ^^000 a^^d upwards,

than the amount which he bad previously

told US was *' ready for action/^ Again; the

pjumbers upou the major's diagram* or plan

of the battle of the 8th, run thus; *' Main

attack of the British, supposed to be between 8

and 9000 strong
"—*' Left column of the British,

m
tlV sidl « Latour'8 War in liOaUuma, p. 1A4.

f Ibid, hit Appendix, No. 44. ..f<^A #
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British,

ittpposed 1300 strong/' Add to this numbef

the 800 stated as the British force upon the

right bank ; and we haye, as the total upon both

sides of the river, 13500, instead of " from 13 to

15000, besides 2000 sailors, and some marines.^'

This is the enemy's, now for the British^

accountof our force. Previously to the attack

on the morning of the 8th, we had^ indlid*'

ing fatigue-parties and piquets, and ev^ry

description of force on shore, the following

rank and Ale: 14th light dragoons, 395 ; royal

artillery, 570 ; sappers and miners, 98 ; staff

corps, .57 ; 4th foot, 747; 7th, 750; 31st, 800;

43d, 830; 44th, 437; 85th, 398; 93d, 775;

95th, 376; and 1st and 5th We^t India regi-'

ments, (blacks,) 1040; total, 6953 men; just

3643 less than major Latour*s estimated strengttr

of those 14 corps. By adding 1300* for th«

seamen and marines from the fleet, we have

8153 lor the total amount of the British oil

shore. Deducting 853 [men for the fatigae-

parties, piquets, guards at the hospitals, &c.

leaves 7300 men for the British force, *^ ready

for action," on both sides of the river, at or

before day-light, on the morning of the 8th of

January. To this force was added a baftery,'

hastily thrown up, of six 18-pounders ; besides

a brigade of 9, 6, and 3-pounders, and one

howitzer. With the details of the force at

general Jackson s lines, we have nothing to do.

The following extract from Mr. O'Connor's

I

'
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book will suffice. *' From an official account,

says he, " it appeared, that the number of men

under command of general Jackson, and actu-

ally engaged against the enemy, on the 8th of

January, amounted to 4608."* This was on

the left bank : on the right bank, we have 400

men, sent across, on the morning of the 8th,

under the celebrated French general, Humbert,

and 1500, t already on that side, under major-

general Morgan and commodore Patterson

;

making a total force, on both sides of the river,

of 6198 men. The American artillery, including

the batteries on the opposite bank, and only

half the guns of the Louisiana, consisted of

upwards of 30 pieces. » * * » • i*-.* ,^s.-

' For the order of attack, and the disposition

of the different corps, we must refer the reader

to major-general Lambert's letter.} An unavoid-

able delay had occurred in getting the boats into

the Mississippi; where they were required to

carry across troops, in order to attack general

Morgan's lines : and then a circumstance, which

happened at the very onset, gave a fatal turn

to the first misfortune. The 44th regiment,

owing chiefly to the negligence of its comman-
der, failed to be in readiness with the fascines

and ladders. These had been placed in a redoubt,

1200 yards from the enemy's lines ; by which
!l»-f «f?f*. .»^fX»t«^1'^^' Hist, of the War, p. 291.

**»i + Eaton*8 Life of Jackson, p. SSOj tide Erratum. '*'''K

•» ;•• !'fiih?i 'M! i
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redoubt the 44th, in its way from camp to itfi

station, passed, till it arrived at the advanced

battery, about 6O0 yards nearer to the enemy's

line. The misunderstanding, for such it was, being

now, for the first time, cleared up, the com-

manding officer of the 44th, lieutenant-colonel

Mullins, (only a captain in the regiment,) sent

back300 men, underlieutentant-colonel Debbeig,

to bring up the fascines and ladders. Before the

44th returned, the firing had com^nenced ; and

many ofthe men threwdown their ** heavy" loads,-

and took to their muskets. There was noi one

ladder placed \* although some were thrown

in the ditch. What followed we cannot describe

better, than in the sworn depositions of two dis-

tinguished officers, examined at colonel Mullins*8

court-martial. IVIajor sir John Tylden, of the

43d regiment, says:—*' On the morning of the

8tb ofJanuary, I was in the field, as senior officer

on the adj utant-general's department. I accom-

panied sir £. Pakenham, shortly after four

o'clock, to the house of major-general Gibbs;

Immediately on his arrival, general Gibbs re*

ported to sir £. Pakenham, in my presence, that

cok>nel .Mullins had neglected to obey the order

given him the evening before, in not having his

regiment at the head of the column, with the

fascines and ladders, but that he bad immedi*

ately, on finding it out, sent an officer to the

regiment to hurry them on; that the mistake

»«( • CourUmartial on lieutenanUcolonel Mullins, p. 36. ' '^^
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might be rectified, and that he was in momen-

tary expectation of a report from that regiment.

Sir E^ Pakenham then ordered me to find out

the 44th regiment, and to know if they had. go^

the fascine$ and ladders, and to ascertain (the

]^robabi)ity) of their getting ^ip in their situation

iq coliimu. 1 did so, and found the 44th

regiment moving off at the redoubt, just before

^ay, in a most irregular and unsoldierlike man-

S#f« with the fascines and ladders. 1 then re*

turnedi after some time, to sir £. Pakenham,

and reported the circumstance to him ; stating

that) hy the time which had elapsed since I left

tll^m, they must have arrived in their situation

in column. Shortly after the signal of attack

waif given, I rode with sir E. Pakenham toward

th<e column. In passing toward^ the head of

the column, we saw several parties of the 44th

regiment straggling about the ground with thcif

fasicinesand ladders ; and some of them had, evei^

then, commenced firing. On arriving at the

colanm,: a check and confusioQ had takep plac«,

and th^ firing was becoming general throughout

the whole of the column. General Gibb$ cam
up to sir Edward Pakenham* and said,.Hi jmji!

lieiiring, 1 rjsi «orry to have to report to you,

the troops will not obey me ; they will not follow

ne.' At this moment there certainly was great

eonfuiion prevailing in the column. Sir E«

Pakenham pulled off his hat, and rode to tbo

head of the columni and cheered the men on.
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and in that act fell. At this time, I had just

returned from the other flank of the column,

and having been at both flanks, and at the head

of the column, 1 can positively assert, there was

not a single man of the 44th regiment in front.

1 then rode to the rear, to report the death of

sir Edward Pakenham. In going to the rear^

I saw several parties of the 21st and 44th regi-

ments running to the rear, and flring in all

directions, in the most disorderly manner 1 ever

witnessed. I also saw, scattered in several part*

of the field, several of the fascines and ladders^

I reported the substance of my testimony to

major-general sir John Lambert." * —- Mi\ior

M'Dougal, of the 85th regiment, says thus :-—

** I was aide de camp to major-general Paken«

ham, and, on the signal of attack being givei|

on the morning of the 8th January, 1 accom-*

panied him to the front. He expressed himself

in the strongest terms, relative to the 44tl|

regiment. The column of attack appeared tq

be moving in a regular manner ; and he expressed

his confidence on the event of the attack : how^

ever, a firing commenced ; and, presently after;*

wards, 1 saw many individuals of the 44th rtgi^

meat, as well as a group of three or four, scattered

over the field, some of them running to the rear

with the fascines on their shoulders. Sir Edwardl

Pakenham said,
—

' For shame, recollect you art

'i * CoqrUuiartial on lieuteoaat-coloncl Muilini, p. 10. ^

(!
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British soldiers ; this is the road you ought to

take ;
' bat with little avail. On getting up to

the columns the firing had extended to the

rear, and the whole column was a mass of firing

and confusion, and the head of the column

had checked. Sir Edward Pakenham placed

himself in front; and, by his exertions, got

the firing very nearly to cease, although not

altogether; and the column which he led in

person began to move forward. When he had

conducted them about 30 or 40 yards, he re-

ceived a wound, and his horse at the same

moment was shot under him ; and, almost

immediately afterwards, when he had mounted

the second horse, he received another shot, which

deprived him of life, and, by the fall of their

leader, deprived the column of its best chance

of recovering success. On his fall, the firing

recommenced with all its fury; and, beyond the

spot where the general led them, the head of the

column did not advance. The ground presented

no obstacle to the advance ofthe column, or any

thing that should have occasioned straggling in

a corps regularly formed and duly attended to,

had the regiment originally been properly

formed. At no period in the field did 1 see any

part of the 44th regiment in ia body ; there were

6ome at the head of the coluuin, many at the

flanks and rear of the coluinn: I particularly

remarked several of the soldiers of that regiment
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throwing down the fascines and ladders to com-

inence firing. It is my opinion, that the whole

confusion of the column proceeded from the

original defective formation of the 44th ; the

fall of sir Edward Pakenham deprived the

column of its best chance of success; and, had

the column moved forward according to order,

the enemy's lines would have been carried with

little loss. When the fire from our column

commenced, the fire from the enemy's was but

mere spit of fire, nothing to check a moving

column." *
. We may here notice a slight error

in major«general Lambert's despatch. It was

brigade-major Wilkinson, and not major-general

sir Edward Pakenham, who fell on the glacis

of the enemy's line. The latter fell near the

spot marked on the diagram, i--"**-fT?» '^^ |f*>.^r..

Had it not.been for the misbehaviour of the

44th regiment, sir Edward Pakenham-s life

might have been spared; and, with such an

officer to command in chief, the day must have

been ours. The two oflicers, the best able to

succeed him, fell also; one mortally, the other

severely wounded. It is idle to a«;cuse the

44th and 21st, (part of which regiment equally

misbehaved,) of cowardice. To refute such a
charge, it is sufficient to state, that the men of

those regiments were chiefly Irishmen. The 31sr

* Court-martial on lieutcnant-colonel Mullins, p. 8.

+ See Plate VII.
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and 44th were not, however, us ni^|or Lstovr

jeeringly calls them, •< Wellington'! heroes :**

they came from the Mediterranean,-^from Tar«

ragona ; and were, certainly, the two wont dis-

ciplined corps upon the field at New Orleans.

The second battalion of the 44th had gained

repute under the duke of Wellin^on^ and been

always in a high state of discipline: it was
at this time in £urope. Where was the proper

commanding officer of the first battalion of thia

44th ? We are sorry to be compelled to say, that

colonel Brooke was present, but not at the head

of his regiment ; owing, it would seem, to some

pique or misunderstanding. Comparing his

competency with the notorions incompetency of

lieutenant-colonel Mullins, colonel Brooke has

much to answer for. Major Latour having

beard, as he could not foil to do, that thie check

in the advance of the right British column arose

from the want of the fiucines and ladders^

describes the men as ** shouldering their muskets,

and all carrying fascines, and some with lad*

ders."* Here he is outdone by Mr. O'Connor t

who, in bis representation of the action, haa

actually placed a ladder, and a long one ttfo^

directly against the parapet. '>i^r

Colonel Rennie^of the engineers, at the head

of a division of the British left brigade, under

m^or-general Keane, was directed, as we gather

* Latour's War in I^nisiapa, p. 154.
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from the American accounts, (for the British

official letter contains no details,) to storm an

nnfinished redoubt upon the enemy'sright. ** The
detachment ordered against this place," sajrs

general Jackson's biographist, '* formed the left

of general Keane's command. Rennie executed

his orders ^ith great bravery ; and, urging for-

ward, arrived at the ditch. His advance was

greatly annoyed by commodore Patterson*s bat-

tery on the left bank, and the cannon mounted

on the redoubt ; but, reaching our works, and

passing the ditch, Rennie, sword in hand,

leaped on the wall, and, calling to his troops,

bade them to follow : he had scarcely spoken,

when he fell, by the fatal aim of our riflemen.

Pressed by the impetuosity of superior numbers

who were mounting the wall, and entering at

the embrasures, our troops had retired to the

line, in rear of the redoubt. A momentary

pause ensued, but only to be interrupted with

increased horrors. Captain Beal, with the city

riflemen, cool and self possessed, perceiving the

enemy in his front, opened. upon them, and, at

every discharge, bronglit the object to the

ground. To advance, or maintain the point

gained, was equally impracticable for the

enemy: to retreat or surrender was the only

alternative ; for they already perceived the divi-

sion on tho right thrown into cpnfusion, and

hastily leaving the field.*'* The situation of

M

' ',
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these brave fellows, thus abandoned, may be

easily conceived: they were, nearly all, killed

ur taken prisoners. The fire from the musketry

ceased ^«t about half-past eight; that from the

artillery, net till half-past two in the afternoon.

I'he British loss, on both banks, amounted to

290 killed; 1262 wounded ; and 484 missing ;t

total, not, as the American accounts say, ** about

2ei00," but 203G. As a proof what little op*

portunity there was, on the part of general Jack«

son's troops, fbr displaying any other qualities

than skill iii the use of the rifle and g^at guns,

theAmerican loss, on the left bank, amounted

to no more than seven killed and six wounded ;

and, on both banks, to only 13 killed, 39

wounded, and 19 missing: total 71. ^ vt^^^m'^iH

We shall conclude our account of the battle on

the left bank ofthe Mississippi, with the opinions

of two Ameincan, or rather ofone French and one

American military officer, upon the quality and

behaviourofthe British troops ; as well asupon the

merits of the plan of attack, in which they so

unfortunately failed. **lt is well known,'' says

major I^tour, *' that agility is not the distinc-

tive quality of British troops. Their movement

is, in general, sluggish and difficult ; steady,

biit too precise; or, at least, more suitable fbr

a pitched battle, or behind intrenchmeiits, thifn

* Katon'B Life of Jackson, p. 342. + App. Ncr. lOOi'^

\^ + A pp. No. 103. i
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for an assault. TUe British soldiers showed, on

this occasion, that it is i^ot without reason that

they are said to be deficient in agility. The
enormous load they had to carry contributed,

indeed, not a little to the difficulty of their

movement: besides their knapsacks, usually

weighing nearly 30 pounds, and their muskets,

too heavy by, at least, one-third, almost all of

them had to crwry a fascine, from^ nine to 10

inches in diameter, and four feet long, made of

sugar-canes, perfectly ripe, and consequently

.very heavy, or a ladder from 10 to 12 feet long."*
** Instead of <' almost ail," only 300 of the

British troops had to carry fascines and ladders

;

and these were, in truth, so heavy, especially

when to be carried, in haste, nearly three quarters

of a mile, that most of the men threw down
their loads long before tliey reached the ditch,

As there was an abundance of drt/ cane on the

spot, it is rather surprising that the ripe or green

should have been selected ; particularly for the

fascines. Owing to the rain that had been

falling, as well as^ to general Jackson's having,

by cutting down the levees, flooded the country,

the ground over which the troops had to march,

was not the best calculated for displaying their

"agility." Major Latour proceeds:—*' The

diity of impartiality, incumbent on him who
relatef military events, obliges me to observe,

* Latour*8 War io Louisiana, p. 101.
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that the attack made on Jackson's lines, by the

British, on the 8th of January, must have been

determined on by their generals, without any

consideration of the ground, the weather, or the

difficulties to be surmounted, before they could

storm lines, defended by militia indeed, but by

militia whose Talor they had already witnessed,

with soldiers bending under the weight of their

loads ; when a man, unincumbered, would, that

day, have found it difficult to mount our breast-

works, at leizure, and with circumspection, so

extremely slippery was the soil. Yet those

officers had had time, and abundant opportunity,

to observe the ground, on which the troops were

to act. Since their arrival on the banks of the

Mississippi, they had sufficiently seen the effects

of rainy weather, to form a just idea of the diffi-

culty their troops must have experienced, in

climbing up our intrenchments, even had the

column been allowed to advance, without oppb-

irition, as far as the ditch. But they were blinded

by their pride.'* * Major-general Wilkinson, on

the same subject, says t

—

** On this memorable

day, sir Edward Pakenham, disdaining to

avail himself of local circumstances, or to profit

by professional skill, determined to carry New
Orleans at the point of the bayonet, in the face

of day, exposing himself to showers of canister,

and triple ranks of infantry and riflemen. He
* Lat«inr*s War in Louisiana, p. 101.
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was slaughtered, and repulsed ; and, as the

whole operations were confined to the perpen*

dieular march of columns against a straight line,

defended by stationary batteries and oattalions,

the (Subject requires rio further elucidation, than

that the passive resolution of the American

citizen vanquished the active courage of tb.e

British veterau."* In justice to sir Edward

Pakenham's memory, it is right to state, that

the attack was intended to be made before day-

light, could the difficult and arduous service of

tracking the boats to the Mississippi have been

executed in time, f > t/Mi .»** ,i v*

ji^
At last, 50 barges, launches, and pinnaces

were launched ; and 298 of the 85th regiment,

along with about 200 seamen and marines, under

the command of colonel Thornton, were crossed

over. Three of the boats, armed with carronades,

called by that officer ** gun-boats'' j; co-ope-

rated .1 the attack. The American force on this

side was, as already stated, 1500 men. The

^progress and successful result of the expedition

will be found, fully detailed, in the British and

American official accounts. § By the returns of

loss on the 8th, only two of the 85th were killed

;

41 wounded; and one missing. The seamen

and marines (supposing none to have fallen on

the left bank] lost four killed and 35 wounded

;

u:» Wilkinson'* Mem. Vol. I. p. 641. + App. No. g6. :

X App. No. 97. S App. Not. 9^r, 98j 101, and 103.

VOL. II. C C
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total six killed, 76 wounded, (an unusual prd<^

portion,) and one missing; grand total 83;

Commodore Patterson's guns, and not the rifles

of the fljing Kentuckians, *' the meritorious

conquerors of Tecumseh," occasioned the chief

of colonel Thornton's loss. The American loss

is not distinctly specified in the returns, but

was very trifling. The behaviour of the Ameri-

can troops on the right, shews what we should

have had to fear from the *' valor'' of those on

the left bank, had only half of sir Edward's

army got behind their works. Colonel Thorn-

ton, at the end of his letter, is very positive^

that lieutenant- colonel Gubbins, whom, on

crossing over to have his wound dressed, he

had left, with a force that, including the rein^

fbrcement of seamen and marines, did not exceed

700 men, would retain possession of the captured

lines. But colonel Dickson, of the artillery,

*' did not think it could be held with security

by a smaller corps than 2000 men."* The con-

sequence of this unfortunate report was, that

migor-general Lambert, now the commanding

oflicer, ordered the right bank of the river to be

instantly evacuated. '* 1 need not tell you,'^

says general Jackson, *' with how much eager-

ness, I immediately regained possession of the

(losition he had thus happilyquitted."t Major^-

g^eral Lambert had previously applied to

fw/ I !

t* ApprNo. 96. + App.No. lOlv'^
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general Jackson for a suspension of hostilities ; in

granting which the latter considers^ and, appa-

rently, with reason, that he completely out-

witted the British general. , . .«
> ^ • ^

Of the six vessels ordered up the Mississippi

to bombard Fort-St. Philip, the Herald, two

bombs, and Thistle and Pigmj only, could ascend

the river. The fort mounted twenty-nine 24-

pounders, one 6-pounder, a 13-inch mortar, an

8 and a 5^-inch howitzer; and, in the covert-way,

two long 32-pounders, mointed on a level with

the water; and was garrisoned by 366 men.*

The particulars of the bon>bardment are given

in the American official account : f we have no
British account to compare it with, or from

which to state our loss on the occasion. It

appears that the garrison lost only two men
killed, and seven wounded. On the 11th the

40th regiment arrived ; but no movement took

place in consequence. On the morning of the

15th, a British deserter informed general Jack-

son that major-general I^mbert would retreat

in a few days.{ On the night of the 18th the

retreat took place ; and the army remained iii

bivouac, near its first point of disembarkation,

unmolested, till the 27th; when the whole re-

embarked. Our loss between the 9th and 26tli

of January, owing to the enemy's cannonade.

* Latour's Wat in Louis, p. 191. f App. Nos. 107 and 108.
iwi ,v*f. .

:A
; |lbid. p. 179. • - - - ^
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amounted to one killed, and five wounded,

including lieutenant D*Arcy, of the 43d ;* whp,

according to the American accounts, had both

his legs carried off by a shell, at the moment

when, after having been on guard fur several

days in succession, he was taking some repose^

stretched on the ground, at the entrance of his

bivouac. This makes the loss sustained by the

British, from first to last, in this ill-fated expe«

dition, 385 killed; 1516 wounded; and, includ-

ing the two officers and 37 dragoons taken on

the night of the 25th4 591 missing ; total, not as

general Jackson supposed '^ 4000," f ^"^ 2492

:

while the American loss, in the same expedition,

amounted to .55 killed; 185 wounded 4 and 93

missing; total 333. j: Major Latour says;-^

^* The number of sic^ and wounded in the fleet

is estimated at 2000/^ § Where could he. have

obtained this fact ? Both the army and . navy

employed on the expedition were,, from first to

last, healthy beyond example. Sup|K>sing. all

the British wounded to have been disabled, there

would still be 5400 troops remaining; enough,

surely, if properly emploj^^ed, to have taken Wew
Orleans's : an object of ten-fold more importance

now, than when the expedition was first thought

of. As at Baltimore, so at New Orleans, the

premature fall of a British general saved a|i

American city. ;
^^,

; ?;

**App. No. 106. + App. No. 104. J App. No. lOS.

§ Latour's War in LouisiaDa, p. 226,
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IiiKtead of attributing; their good fortune, in

this their '< Waterloo*-* battle, to a succession

of blunders and jiccidents on our part, the Ame-

ricans boasted, that it was their ** superior valor"

that had driven away the invaders. If valor

did liny thing, it was the valor of Frenchmen,'

Spaniards, natives of New Orleans, ** people of

colour from St. Domingo," and Irish emigrants, '

but not,—as the affair on the right bank proved,'

-^ of <• brave but indiscreet Kentuckians.

"

Among the several names of French generals,

we find " Humbert," the »» hero of GastUbar,"'

the general ** to whom the French government-

had formerly confided the command of that ex*

pedition to Ireland, which will ever be recorded

in the glorious pages of history ;" f and' the same'

who was authorized by general Jackson, after '•

the battle at New Orleans, to '* form a legion/

and to enrol in it all the English deserters

who were willing to enter the service." J The
'* Mexican field-marshal, Don Juan De Anaya,'**

also fought against us at New Orleans. Generals

Coffee and Carroll were both Irishmen^ or of

Irish extraction. As to general Jackson ; he was'

not quite an Irishman. Both his parents, it ap-

pears, emigrated in 17C5 ; and he was born on the^

15th of iMarch, 1767, at a place called the Waxsaw
settlement, near Camden, in South>Carolina.'

* Marengo, Austeriitz, Leipsiz, A^dw (^r/eanx, and Waterloo.)

'Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 654.

Y I/atouE*s War in Louisiana) p^l76. '

i Ibid.' 32/.
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His mother was '* an exemplary woman ;" and,

says Mr. Eaton, ** to the lessons she inculeated

on the youthful minds of her sons, was, no

doubt, owing, in a great measure, that fixed

opposition to British tyranny and oppression,

which afterwards so much distinguished them/*

We can now account for general Jackson's

calling England *' the common enemy of man-

kind, the highway robber of the world." f
Howevei', he proved himself at New Orleans,

not only an able general, for the description of

country in which he had to operate, but, in

all his transactions with the British officers,

both an honorable, and a courteous enemy.

In his official despatches, too, he has left an

example of modesty, worthy of imitation by the

generality of American commanders, naral as

well as military. .r..«j ...

\.. Every American history that w6 have seen,

and, probably , every one that has been published

since the war, charges the British cpmmander

at New Orleans, with having given out, on the

morning of the 8th ofJanuary, for the parole and

countersign, the words—' Booty and Beauty/

The excellent moral character of the late sir

Edward Pakenham renders this improbable; and

we aver,without fear ofcontradiction, that, iigree-

ably to the custom ofour armies on the peninsula,

no parole and countersign was given out at New
Orleans. The same sentiment, but expresssed in

t Eaton's Life of Jackson, p. 9. ... ) f Ibid. p. 281^
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less refined language, may, howeV()r, have b^H
uttered by, or in the hearing of, some soldier ojr

«aiior, who afterwards deserted to the enemy. '

I'he bad state of the weather ddayed tb«

departure of the fleet and troops till the 5th of

February ; on which day they sailed* Rod^

on the 7th, arrived off Dauphine island. Tti«

troops here disembarked, and encamped ; except

the skeletons of the 4th, 21st, and 44tli regif

ments, which, utider the orders of lieutenant*

colonel Debbeig, of the 44th, were despatched

in boatsy to attack Fort-Bowyer. These 600^

or, . as major Latour will hRve it,
. '' 5000,'* *

troops landed, early on the morning of the 8th#

about three miles in the rear of the fort. Th^
full details of the sui^render of Fort-Bowyer, on

the '* memorable " 12th of February, without a

shot having been fired at it, are given in the

British and American official Recounts, f By
the fire opened upon the working parties at tlie

ibtrenchments, the British lost 13 killed and 18

wounded. Mr. O'Connor cunningly says:-«

^' There were but few lives lost on either t^de"^

Miyor Latour has given a plan of the attack

;

upon which we count 60 ships and other vessels;

and between Dauphine island and the Mobile

peninsikla, no fewer than 8050 British troops.

"' * Lat6ur*s War in LonisianSj'p. 2bi).'

t App. Nos. 109. 110. 111. 113. 113. 114. and ll5.

f*^ t History of th« War, p. aflfi.

ff]
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For th« major^s puffing remarkswe have no room.

Tliey will be read with interest by those to whom
they are more immediately addressed. But it

is doctor Smith, that is entitled to the thanks of

his! brother-citizens. *' The array of 60 sail/^

tays he, *'and the parade of 16000 Britons before

Fort-Bowyer was a most extraordinary military

spectacle.^' * Extraordinary, indeed ! He finds

fault with the British, too, for particularizing,

among the articles surrendered, *' one triangle

gin complete,'' and '* 500 flints." f How hap^

pened doctor Smith not to know, that general

Wilkinson, when he obtained possession of this

same fort from the Spaniards, inserted in his

"inventory of ordnance andmunitions of war,"

Ai-** one wooden spetula," *' two tarpaulins,'?

and " one pair of washer-hooks" ? } Had the

American generals that took the forts George

and Erie been so precise, particularly as to the

" women and children," doctor Smith and his

brother historians would have been content with

trhorter paragraphs in announcing those "bril-

liant achievements'^ to the world. About the

middle of March, along with msjo£ -general

Power, § and one or two reinforcements of

troops, arrived the official notification of the

treaty of peace; and, agreeably to the firsj.

article in it,|| Fort-Bowyer was restored.

» Hist of the United States, Vol. III. p. 355.

+ App. No. no. X Wilkinson's Mem. Vol. I. p. 615.

§ Sec p. 336.
I)
App. No. IIQ.
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Leaving the British troops at Mobile and

Cumberland island to find their way home, we
shall pass at once to the Canadas. Here addi-

tional reinforcements had been arriving, and,

along with them, what bad been so long vainlj

hoped for, a competent commandnr-in-chief.

Sir George Murray, however, had scarcely ar^

rived, ere the peace sent him home again. The
captured American schooners on Lake Huron

had conveyed reinforcements to Michilimacinaci;

and a British fleet, for the service of that lake,

was in rapid progress. A ?4 and, a new frigate

had been launched at Kingston ; and two or

three frigates and sloops were building for

Lake Champlain. The Aikiericans still re-

tained Sackett's Harbor; and we, the forts

Niagara and Michiiimacinac. The peace de-

prived us of the two latter ; and^ conidderiiig

how the campaign of 1815, as soon as it could

be opened, was likely to be conducted on our

part, we may say, of the former also. ..^ »*>

/ A full discussion upon the merits of the treaty

would', of itself, fill a volume. We cannot, how-

ever, read over the ninth article, without poiatt-

ing to the recent proceedings of the American

•general Gaines with the Seminole Indians. ]$

is the interest of the United States to destroy,

and they will in time destroy, either by the

sword or debauchery, every Indian upon the

American continent. The United States declared

m
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war ; invaded Canada ; oould not take it ; l^nd

got a peace,«*-by which they lost their former

privileges. How ludicrout now appears the £oU

lowing rhapsody of an American government-

editor :—** Canada must be conquered, or we
shall stand disgraced in the eyes of the world.

It is ' a rod held over our heads ;' a fortress

which haughtily frolvns upon our country,

and from which are disseminated throughout

the land, the seed of disaffection, sedition, and

treason. The national safety and honor and

glory are lost, if we do not win this splendid

prize.'' There are some Americans, however, who

will find consolation in the concluding words of

Mr. Thomson's book. '^ The operations of

the American armies,^' says he, " wete, at the

commencement of the war, not quite so suc-

cessful. Defeat, disgrace, and disaster, in many
instances, followed thfeir movements; but the

struggle Was eventually closed by a succession

of achievements, which reflected the highest

degree of lustre up6n the American name,

and ranked the United States among the first

and most independent nations of the earth.''

As the reader has already had detailed to him

%he ** sucodssion of Achievements," by which

the United Stated have acquired so high renown,

it is unnecessary for us to oonmient upon this

climax of American gasconade. U it} 't'.t Ir.

k: . tiMi'-J ..^*j ti>i*»IW «u.-ijr4 i;.» v« Jti « t *M ttkknwo(uryivHiik
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Diitrict general order.

District heiid^usrttn,

Kingston, 3fttli Norember, 1813.

^ HE major-general commanding, and president, haring

received from major-general Vincent a report of the very

gallant and patriotic conduct of lieutenant-colonel Boitwiclc,

and an association of 45 officers and men of the militia of the

county of Norfolk, in capturing and destroying a band of

traitors, who, in violation of their allegiance, and of every

principle of honor and honesty, had leagued themselvei

-with the enemies of their country, to plunder and make pri«

toners the peaceable and well disposed inhabitants of tua

province, major-general De Rottenburg requests that colonel

Bostwick, and every individual of the association, will accept

his best thanks for their zeal and loyalty in planning, and
gallantry in carrying Into execution, this most useful and
public spirited enterprise.

The major-general itnd president hopes, that so striking an
instance of the beneficial effects of unanimity and exertion in

the cause of their country, will not fail of producing a due
effect on the militia of this province. ' He calls upon them to

observe how quickly the energetic conduct of 45 individuals

has succeeded in freeing the inhabitants of an extensive district

from a numerous and well armed banditti, who would soon have

left them neither liberty nor property. He reminds them that,

if so much can be effected by so small a number, what may
not be expected from the unanimous exertions of the whole
populalioh, guided and assisted by a spirit of subordination,

and uded by his majesty*! troops, against an enemy who comes
for DO other purpose tlian to enslave, plunder, and destroy. •

;"-"""^'„::';jj:'r:.;;:
"^ "a 'n. moorsom, ;

^eatenjuit A. J>. A. 6.
i^;?r.'

ii
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From colonel Murray to rnqjor^gcneral Vincent.

Sir, . -i-vi Fort-Georjre, Dec. l«, 181 ?».

Having obttiincd information that the enemy hud dtficnnincd

on driving fhe country bcttrcen Fort^eorge and (he adviince,

and firas carrying ofl' the loyal part of the inhabifanis, not.

vithstandlng (ho inclemency of the keaaon, 1 deemed it my
duty to make a rapid and forced march towards him with the

light troops under ray command, which not only frustrated his

designs, but compelled him to evacuate Fort-George, by
precipitately crossing th« river, and abandoning the whole of

the Niagara frontier. On learning our approach, he laid the

town of Newark in ashes, passed over his cannon and Htores,

but failed in an attempt to destroy the fortifications, which urq

evidently so much strengthened whilst in his po^tsession, as

might have enabled general M^CIure (the commanding officer)^

to have maintained a regular siege ; but such was the apparent

panic, that he left the whole of his tents standing.

I trust the indefatigable exertions of this handful of men
have rendered an essential service to the country, by rescuing

from a merciless enemy the inhabitants of an extcniiive and
highly cultivated tract of land, stored with cattle, grain, andl

provisions, of every description ; and it must be an exultation

to them to find themselves delivered from the oppression of a
laivlcss banditti, composed of thie disaflfectcd of the coumry^
organised under the direct influence o.f the Auierican govern^

ment, who carried terror and dismay into every family, .^^^{j^

I have the nonor to be, &c.
' J. MURRAY, colopel,

To majoffgeneral Vincent, &c«

4 ,/r-*.)b '
•'

»^**^»**ff«'»^*»

,».'

I '{Ilk II !"
t» ^< i J •?» I,wd>!.»

Trom the same to lieutenat'general Drummond, i) }>..{

No. 3. A<!

Sm, Fort.Niagara, Dec. 19, 1813. '

In obedience to your honor's commands, directing me id
attack Fort. Niagara, with the advance of the army of the!

right, I resolved upon attempting a surprise. The embarkation
commenced on the 18thj at night, aiid the whole of the troop#
were landed three miles from the fort early on the following

morning, in the following order of attack:—Advanced guard
one iiubaJtcrn and 20 raak and file; grenadiers 100th regiment;
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royal artillery, with grenadiers ; five eompAniet lOOth r«gi.

munt, undur iieulenant-colun«l IJamiUun, to tsiault tli« maia
gate, and eicaliide the work* adjacent ; three coin|Mtniei of tho

100th regiment, under captain Martin, to ttorni the eattern

demi.baiition : captain Bailey, with the grenadii:rt royal Scots,

was directed to attacli the «alient angle of the fortification; and
the flank companien of the 4 1 it regiment were ortlored to

•upport the principal attack.—Each party was provided with

•culing ladders and axei. 1 have great satUfaction in acquaints

ing yonr honor, that the fortrrts was carried by assault in the

most resolute and gallant manner, after a short but sp ritcd

resiiitancc.

The highly gratifying but difficult duty remains, of endear

Youring to do justice to the bravery, intrepidity, and devotion

of the lOOth rogiment to the service of their country^ under

that gallant officer lieutenanti:cuIonel Hamilton, to whum 1 feel

highly indebted for hi;* cordial assistance. Captain Martin,

100th regiment, who executed the task allotted to him in the

must intrepid manner, merits the greatest praise; I have to

express my admiration of the valour of the royals, grenadiers,

under captain Bailey, whoso zeal and gallantry were very

conspicuous. The just tribute of my applause is equally duo to

the flank companies of the 4l8t regiment, under lieutenant

JIullock, who advanced to the attack with great spirit. The
royal artillery, under lieutenant Charlton, deserve my particular

notice. To captain Elliot, duputy-assiitant.quarter.mastcr-

gcneral, who conducted one of the columns of attack, and
superintended the embarkation, 1 fuel highly obliged. I cannot

pass over the brilliant services of lieutenant Dawson and
captain Fawcett, li)Oth, in command of the advance and
grenadiers, who gallantly executed the orders entrusted to them,

by entirely cutting oif two of the enemy's piquets, and surpris-

ing the sentries on the glacis and at the gate, by which means
the watch-word was obtained, and the entrance into the fort

greatly facilitated, to which may be attributed in a great degree

our trifling loss. 1 beg Teave to recommend thLse meritorious

officers to your honor's protection. The scientific knowledge
of lieutenant Gengruben,- royal engineers, in suggeiiting

arrangements previous to the attack, and for securing the fort

afterwards, I cannot too highly appreciate. The unwcaried^

exertions of aciing quarter.master Filkington, 100th regiment,

in bringing forward the materials requisite for the attack,

demand my acknowledgements. Captain Kirby, lieutenants

Ball, Scroos, and Hamilton, of the different provincial corjis,

deserve my thanks. My staff-adjutant, Mr. Brampton, wilt

have the honor of presenting this despatch, and the standard of

^American garrison ; to his intelligence; valor, and fricndl/

Urn
\
wW
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aiiittanee) not only on this trying occasion, but on manjr

former, I feel most grateful. Our force consisted of about

500 rank and file. Annexed is a return of our casualties, and
the enemy's loss in killed, -wounded, and prisoners. The
ordnance and commissariat stores are so immense, that it is

totally out of my power to forward to you a correct statement

for some days, but 27 pieces of cannon, of different calibres,

«re on the works, and upwards of 3000 stand of arms and

many rifles in the arsenal. The sture.houses are full of

cloathing and camp equipage of CTcry description.

J. MUllkAY, colonel.

His honor lieutenant-gen. Drummond, &c. &c. &c.

Return of killed and wounded in an assault of Fort-Niagara, at day-
break, on the morning of the 19th of December, 1813.

Genera/ «<o/f,—l oflScer, wounded. _ /.,i.^ ,\ >. „
i

Royul artillery

:

—1 staff, wounded. 7 , , .

41st/o(;/;—l rank and file, wounded. ' . < j

lOOthfiMt t—1 lieutenant, 6 rank and file, killed , 3 rank and file,

wounded.
Names of officers killed and wounded. h\ * >

Jfi/ierf—lOOM/ooM -Lieutenant Nowlan. « -> '
•*''

Wounded;—Col. Murray, commanding, severely (not dangerously).

Rimul urtUlery i—As8i»taut-sui^ieon(^ilvie, s'ightly.^ J. HARVEY,
i;*.,^: 1-1 .1* .**. »;» .Jr. licut.-col., and deputy-assistant-gen.

Return of the cncm/s loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, who
fell into our hands, in an assault on Fort-Niagara, on the morning

of the 19th of December, 1813.

Wounded ;^\ lieutenant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 19 raiik and file.

PrUoners ;•— 1 captain, 9 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 surgeon, 1 com-
missary, 12 Serjeants, 3 IB rank and file.

.;/ ..-,<., J* HARVEY, iieut.-col., and dep.-adjt.-gen«

r '
j

.
,T E. BARNES, adj.-gen. North America.

«t»***»***«»«^

No. 4.

;-4

Tfom brigadier-general M^Ciure to the American secrctarjf

at uar, ,

,1 yi,,- .fn... n.

*
•)'> Head-quarters, Buffaloes

Sir, Dec. 23, 1813.

I regret to be under the necessity of announcing to you the

mortifying intelligence of the loss of Fort-Niagara. On the

morning of the 19th instant, about four o'clock, the enemy
crossed the river at the Five mile Meadows in great force^
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eonsitting of reguUn and Indiani, who made their waj UBdis*

covered to the garrkon, which, from the most correct informa*
tion I can collect, was completely surprised. Our men were
nearly all asleep in their tents ; the enemy rushed in, and com«
menced a most horrid slaughter. Such as escaped the fury of tho

first contest, retired to the old mess-house, where tliey kef)!

up a destructive fire on the enemy until a want of ammunition
compelled them to surrender. Although our force was rery
inferior, and comparatiTely small indeed,. I am induced to think

that the disaster is not attributable to any want of troops, but
to gross neglect in the commanding officer of the fort, captain

Leonard, in not preparing, l>eing ready, and looking out for^

the expected attack.

I have not been able to ascertain correctly the number of

killed and wounded. About ^0 regulars have escaped out of
the fort, some badly wounded. Lieutenant Beck, 24th regi-

ment, is killed, and it is said three others.

You will perceire, Sir, by the enclosed general orders, that

1 apprehended an attack, and made the necessary arrangement

to meet it; but have reason to believe, from information

received by those who have made their escape, that the com-
mandant did not in any respect comply with those orders.

On the same morning a detachment of militia, under major
Bennett, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked by a
party of savages ; but the major and his little corps, by making
a desperate charge, effected their retreat, after bdng surrounded

by several hundreds, with the loss of six or eight, who doubtless

were killed ; among whom were two sons of captain Jones,

Indian interpreter. The villages of Youngstown, Lewistown,
Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora village, were reduced ttf

ashes, and the inoffensive inhabitants who could not escape,

were, without regard to age or sex, inhumanlv butchered, by
ravages headed by British officers painted. A British officer,

who is taken prisoner, {ivows that many small children were
murdered by their Indians.

Major Mallory, who was stationed at Schlosscr, with about
40 Canadian volunteers, advanced to Lewistown Heights, and
compelled the advanced guard of the enemy to fall back to the

foot of the mountain. The major ic a meritorious officer ; he

fought the enemy two days, and contesied every inch of ground
to the Tantawanty Creek. In these actions lieutenant Lowe,
23d regiment of the United State» army, and eight of the

Canadian volunteers, were killed. I had myself, three Ak;%

previous to the attack on the Niagara, left it with a view of
providing for the defence of this place, Black Kock^ and the

other villages on this frontier. " 3.01*^ *>w^ M);«.T->n ssm ;j"»o»t

I. L I 1

^'' f %

1
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t came here with the troops, and hare called out the militia

of Gennessee, Niagara, and Chatauqua counties, en masae.
This place was then thought to be in imminent danger, as

well as the shipping, but 1 have no doubt is now perfectly

secure. Volunteers are coming in great numbers ; they are,

howf'Ter, a species of troops that cannot be expected to

continue in the service for a long time. In a few days 1000
detached militia, lately drafted, will be on. , ><^uu ^

^ —. : , uf- i have the honor to be, &c.
' G. M'CLUKE, brig-gen. com.

lion. J. Armstrong, secretary at war.

No. 5.

'*
. 'it-i ',> !..:.: c; -, ',

r

First American general order.
yj I

Tlead-quartcrs, Fort-Niagara, December 12, 1813.

Captaiu Leonard will, as soon as possible, have a proportion

of hand-grenades in the dilTercnt block.houscs, and give

directions to the officers of the infantry where they should be

posted with their men, in case of an attack ; and should they

not be able to maintain the out.works, to repiir to the block

and mess-houses, and have every thing arranged in such a

manner as though he expected an immediate attack. •

"

Much is expected from captain Leonard, from his long

experience and knowledge of duty ; and (he general feels

confident he will be well supported by captain Lomas, of the

artillery, as well as the oQicera of the infantry. 7 ;

hy order of brig.-gen. M*Clun', -' '^"'^ "* "

DONALD FRASlin, '" ^^^
' lieutenant 15 U. S. inf., and vol. aid de camp.v

k/ «•• • ^####^^###^####

No. 6.

* *•* Wii •'

( {i u;..ja •iKf\>.ij^

From major-general Riall to lieutenant-general Drummand.

, ..,^. ,... Niagara frontier, near Fort-Erie,

SiiJ, Jan. 1, 1814.

^ I have the honor to report to you, that, agreeably to the

instructions contained in your letter of the 29th ult., and your

general order of that day
J

to pass the river Niagara, for the

purpose of attacking the enemy's force, collected at Bl:<ck

Rock and Buffalo; and earring intoexeciition the other objt!C(s

therein mentioned, 1 crossed the liver in the following night,
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wilh four companies of tbo kind's reginieiK, Und the llgiit

company of thc89(h, under lieatenantocoknidl OfUvie ; 350 meM
of the 41 St regiment, and the grenadiers of the 100th, under
major Friend ; together v^ith about .30 militia vofnntecrs and a
body of Indian warriors. Tlie troops completed their landing

about 19 o'dock, nearly tir« «nilvt below Black Rock ; tho

light infantry of the 89th being in advance, surprised and cap*

tared the greater part of a piquet of the enemy, and secured

the bridge over the Congnichity Creek, the boards of which
had been loosened, and were ready to be carried off had thora

been time given for it. I immediately established the 41 st and
lOOtb grenadiers in position beyond tiie bridge, for the purpoM
of perfectly secoring its passage : the cricmy made some attempti

daring the night upon this advanced position, but were repulsed

w4th loss.

' At day.break T moved forward, the king's regiment and light

eompany of the 89th leading, the 41st and grcnadh>rs of the

lOOHi being in reserve. The enemy had by this time o|)eiied a
very heavy fire of cannon and musketry on the Royal Scots,

under lieutenant-coiond Gordon, who were destmed to land

above Bk "k Rock, for the purpose of turning his poutioili

while he should be attacked in front by the troops who landed
'

below ; several of the boats having grounded, I am sorry to

lay this regiment sufered some loss, and was not able toeflfect

ttt landing in sufficient time to fully accomplish the object in«

tended, thoitgh corerod by the whole of our field.gum, tfndet

captain Brid|^, which were placed on the opposite bank of the

river.

Theking^s andSOth, having in the meantime gained thertoWni,

•onvmenced a tery spirited attack upon the enemy, who werei*
great force, and very strongly posted. The reserve being

arrived on the ground, the whole were shortly engaged. Thf
enemy maintained his position with very considerable obstina^jf

for some time; but such was the spirited and determined ad*

vance of our troops, that he was at length compelled to giv«

way, was driven through his batteries, in which were a 24«

]iounder, three 12.pGundcrs, and one 9-pounder, and pursued

to the town of Buffalo, about two miles distant ; he here shewed

a large body of infantry and ciivalry, and attempted to opposb

our aidvance by the fire of a field piece, posted on the height^

which commanded the road ; hut finding this inefft^ctual^ ha

fled in all directicMis, and betaking himself to the woods, further

pnrsoit was ucelcss. lie left behind him one fi-poundcr brass

field-piece, and one iron 18 and one iron 6.]>ounder, which feH

into our hands. I then proceeded toex<>cute the ulterior object

of the expedition, nnddt tached captain Robinson, of the kiiig^s,

with two compaiiies, tu destroy the two schooners and sloop,

VOL. II. DO
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(part of the enemy'ii late squadron,) that were on shoffla Httte

below the town, with tlie stores they had on board, which ha
effectually completed. The town itself, (the inhabitants having
previously left it,) and the uhole of the public stores, contain-

ing considerable quantities of cloathing, spirits, and floury which
I had not the means of conveying away, were then set on fire,

and totally consumed ; as was also the village of Black Hock,
on the evening it was evacuated. In obetlience to your further

instrvctions, I have directed lientcnant.colonel Gordon tomove
down the river to Fort-Niagara, with a party of the 19th light

dragoons, nnder major Lisle, a detachment of the royal Scots,

and the 89th light company, and destroy the remaining cover
of the enemy upon his frontier, tihich he has reported to havt
been effeutually done. From every account I have 1)een abl*
to collect, the enemy's force opposed to us was not less than
from 2000 to 2<^00 men ; their loss in killed and Wounded, I
should imagine from 3 to 400 ; bat from the nature of the
country, being mostly covered with wood) it is difficult to ascer-

tain it precisely ; the same reason will account for our not
having been able to make a greater number of prisoners

than 130.

I have great satisfaction in stating to you the good conduct
of the whole of the regular troops and volunteer militia ; but I

must particularly mention the steadiness and bravery of the king's

regiment, and 8Cth light infantry. They were roost gallantly

led to the attack by lieutenant.colonel Ogilvie, of the king's^

wbo, I am sorry to say, received a severe wound, which will for

a time deprive the service of a very brave and intelligent officer*

After lieutenant.colonel Ogilvie was wbunded, the command of
the regiment devolved on captain Robinson, who, by a very

judicious movement to his right, with the three battalion com-
panies, made a considerable impression on the left of the enemy's

position. I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant-

colonel Gordon, in the command of the royal Scots, and have

much to regret, that the accidental grounding of his boats

deprived me of the full benefit of his services ; and I have also

to mention my approbation of the conduct of major Frend^

commanding the 41st, as well as that of captain Fawcett, of the

100th grenadiers, who was unfortunately wounded. Captain

Barden, of the 89th) and captain Brunter, of the king's light

infantry companies, conducted themselves in the most exem-

plary manner. Lieutenant.colonel Elliott, in this, as wc as

on other occasions, is entitled to my highest commendations, for

his zeal and activity as superintendant of the Indian depart-

ment ; and I am happy to add, that, through his exertions, and

that of his otficers, no act of cruelty, as far as I could learn,

wa:i committed by the Indians towards any of their prisoners*
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1 cannot close this report without mentioning, in terms of the
warmest praise, the good comluct of my aide-de-camp, captain

Holland, from whom I received the most able assistance through-
out tlie whole of these operations. Nor cart I onfit mentioning

my obligations to you for acceding to the request of your aide,

decamp, captain Jervoisc, to accompany me. He was extremely

active and zealous, and rendered me very essential service. I

enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing, and of th^

ordnance captured at Black Rock and Buffalo.

P. RIALL, major-general.

Lieutenant-general Druromond, commanding
the forces, Upper Canada.

' Return of ihe killed, wounded, and inissin|, of the trnops of th«

right division, under the command of major-general Rial, in th«

attack on Black Ruck and Buifab, od the 80th of December, 1918.

£i7/e(i^roya/5co<<;—13 rank and file* ,j,.,

Kingt regiment ;—7 runk and file.

. ATatfoot ;—2 rank and file.

89M light infantry ;—3 rank and file.

Volunteer militia

;

—3 rank and file.

Indian warriors',—S rank and file. -v^

Wounded—royal Scots ;—3 Serjeants, 29 rank and file.

Kittys regiment ;—2 officers, 14 rank and Hie.

4UtJoot i-^S rank and file.

69thfoot ; {light infantry ;)^—5 fank and file.

lOOthJbol i (grenadiers ;)-—1 o6Bcer, 4 rank and file«

Volunteer militia',— i officer, 5 rank and file.

Indian wgrriitrs ;^3 rank and file.

Misting—royal Scots

;

—6 rank and file.
, ;

-

'

41i^yoo/ ;'—S rank and file. •» -,• -' '.;f':,r ji f

'
:

' Names of officers wounded.

King^s regiment;—^Lieutenent>colonel Ogilvie, severely; (not danger^
ously ;) lieutenant Young, slightly.

HOOthjoot', Cgrenarfier*;)—Cnpt. Fawcctt, severely; not dangerously.

Volunteer militia j—Captain Scroos, aliglitly.

J. HARVEY,
Lieut.-colone), and deputy>adjutaint.general.

Return of ordnance captured at Black Rock and Buffalo, on the 30th
of December, 1813.

One brass 6-pounder fietd*piece, with carriage, complete ; one iron 24-

poonder, one iron 18>poundcr, one iron 12-pounder, one 9-puunder,

one iron fi-pounder.

C. BRIDGE, captain, R. A. .

i 5 *n

. n
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No. 7.

Msfract of a letter from mc^0r^general Hait to governor
Tompkim ; dated head^quartert^ Niagara frontier, Dec,
SOth^ 1813, 7 o*dock, P. M.

I ha?e only (fine to acknowledge the receipt of your Idter
of the 20th inst., and to add, that this frontier ift wholly deso^

late. The British crossed orer, supported by a stroit^ pM'ty
of Indians, a little before day this morning, near Black Rock ;

they were met by the militia under my command with spirit

;

but, overpowered by the numbers and discipline of the enemy,
the militia gaTO way, and fled on every side ; every attempt t(K

rally thenl Was ineffectual.

The etieiiiy's purpose was obtained, and the flourishing vil.

lage of Bufiialo is laid in ruins. The Niagara frostier now 11^
open and naked to our enemiet. Your judgment will direct

you what is most proper in this emergency. I am exhausted
with fatigue, and must defer particular^ till' tOomori^w» Many
valuable lives are lost.

•.•».,:
*»*»'»^»s*'m***h

' <*I

No. 8.

From rtar'admird tozkhutn to admiral Warren.
ii--« ,*•

His majesty's sloop Fantomo, in the £lk River,
Sir, 80ih April, 1813.

I have the honor io acquaint you^ that, having yesterday
gained information of the depdt of flour (alluded to in your
note to me of the 23d inst.) being, with some military and
other stores, situated at a place called French-Town, a conside-

rable distance up the river Elk, I caused his majesty's brigs,

Fantome, and Mohawk, and the Dolphin^ Racer, and Highflyer

tenders, to be moored,^ yesterday evening, as far within the en-

tiratice of tifis river as cotild be prudently effected after dark ;

and at 11 o'clock last night, the detachment of marines now ia

the advanced squadron, consisting of about ISbtti'eii, uildet

captains Wybourn and Carter, of that corps, with five artillery,

men, under first.lieutenant Robertson of the artillery, (Who
eagerly volunteered his valuable assistarf *? on tliis occasion,)

proceeded in the boats of the squadron, the whole being under

the immediate direction of lieutenant G. A. Westphall, frst of

the Marlborough, to take and destroy the aforesaid store; : the

Highflyer tender, under the command of liuutenunt T. Lewis,

being directed to follow, for the support and protection of tha

boats, as far and as closely as he might find it practicable.
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; .Bsing ignorant of tho way, the boats wete unfortunately

jM4 up the fiphemia Riref, instead of keeping in the VAk ;

iMd) it being daylight before this error was rectified, they
iHd not reach the destined place till between B and oVlock
this morning, which occasioned the enemy to have full warning
of their approach, and gave him time to collect his force, and
jnake his arrangements for the defence of his stores and
tawo ; for the sscurity of which, a 6-gun battery had lately

been erected, and from whence a hea?^ lire was opened upon
our boats the moment ibey approached within its reach ; but
the launches, with their carronades, under the orders of lieutc-

Nicholas Alexander, first of the Dragon, pulling resolutely up
to the work, keeping up at the same time a constant and well-

directed fire on it; and the marines being in the act of disem-
barking on the right, the Americans judged it prudent to quit

their battery, and to retreat precipitately into the country,

abandoning to their fate French.Town and its depicts of stores

;

the whole of the latter, therefore, consisting of much flour, a

Jarge quantity of arroy-doathing, of saddles, bridles, and other

equipments for cavalry, &c. &c., together with various article^

of merchandize, were immediately set fire to, and entirely con-
.sunied, as were five vcs£cls lying near the place ; and the gunt
of the battery being too heavy to bring away, were diKabled as

.eQectually as possible by lieutenant Robertson and his artillery.

ni9n ; after which, my orders being completely fulfilled, the

boats returned down the river without molestation ; and I am
happy to add, that one seamen, of the Maidstone, wounded i^

<the arm by a grape-shot, is the .only casujdty we have sui-

.tained. — ;-,-

To lieutenant G. A, Wesiphall, who has so gallantly con-

ducted, and so ably executed, this service, my highest encomiums
.and best acknowledgements are due ; and i trust, sir, you will

.^eem him to have also thereby merited your favorable conside-

.ratianand notice. It is likewise my pleasing duty to acquaint

.you, that he speaks in the highest terms of this zeal and good

.conduct of every officer and man employed with hiih on this

.occasion; but particularly of the very great assistance he de-

prived from iieutcnant Robertson, of the artillery; lieutenant

Alexander, of the Dragon ; lieutenant Lewis, of the llighilycr ;

And captains Wybourn and Carter of the royal marines.

.1 have now anchored the above-mentioned brigs and tendeis

/Rear a farm, on the right hank of this river, where there appcan
to be a considerable quantity of cattle, which 1 intend cmbark-
Jng for the use of the fleet under your couintand ; and if 1 meet
ivith no resistance or impediment in so doing, J shall give the

,/Owner bills on the victualling-office for the fair value of whatso-

^fer is ao taj^en; but should resistance be made, I shall consider
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them as prize of war, which I trust will meet yoar tpprobation
;

and I purpose taking on board a farther supply for the fleet to-

morrow, on simitar terms, from Specucie Island, which lies a

little below HaTre-de-Graee, and which 1 have been informed

is also well stocked.

I have the honor to be, &c.

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral.

To the right hon. admiral Sir J. B. Warren, bart. K. 3* &c.

^,.,, ,',. From same to same,
,

*'

His majesty's ship Maidstone,

Tucsday.Dight, 3d of May, 1B13, at anchor off

< Sin, Turkey Point.

I have the honor to inform you, that, whilst anchoring the

brigs and tenders oft' Specucie Island, agreeably to my intentions

notified to you in my official report of the 29th ultimo. No. 10,

I observed guns fired, and American colours hoisted, at a battery

lately erected at Havre-de-gracc, at the entrance of Susque.

hanna River. This, of course, immediately gave to the place an

Importance which I had not before attached to it, and I there,

fore determined on attacking it after the^ completion of our

operations at the island ; consequently, having sounded in the

direction towards it, and found that the shallowness of the

water would only admit of its being approached .by boats, I

directed their assembling under lieiftenant Westphall, (first of

the Marlborough,) last night at 19 o'clock, alongside the Fan.
tome: when our detachments of marines, consisting of about

150 men, (as before,) under captains Wybourn and Carter, with

a small party of artillerymen, under lieutenant Robinson, of

the artillery, embarked in them; and the whole being under

the immediate direction of captain I^awrence, of the Fan-
tome, (who, with much zeal and readiness, took upon himself,

at my request, the conducting of this service,) proceeded to«

ward Havrerde.Grace, to take up, under cover of the night,

the necessary position for commencing the attack at the dawn
of day. The Dolphin and Hightlyer tenders, commanded by
lieutenants Hutchinson and Lewis, followed for the support of

the boats, but the shoainess of the Water prevented their getting

within six miles of the place. Captain Lawrence, however,

having got up with the bpats, and having very ably and judi.

piously placed them during the dark, a warm fire was opened on
the place at day-light from onr launches and rocket-boats, which

-)fas smartly returned frgm the battery for ^ short time ; but
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the launches constantly closing with it, and their fire rather-

increasing than decreasing, that from the battery soon began to

slacken ; and captain Lawrence obiierving this. Very judiciously

directed the landing of the marines on the left ; which more-
ment, added to the hot fire they were under, iiidured the Ame--
ricans to commence withdrawing from the battery, to take

shelter in the town.
Lieutenant G. A. Wcstphall, who had taken his station

in the rockct*boat close to the battery, therefore now jiidg-

ing the moment to be favourable, pulled directly up under
the work, and landing with his boat's crew, got imme-
diate possession of it, lurncd their own guns on them, and
thereby soon obliged them to retreat, with their whole force,

to the farthest extremity of the town, whither, (the marines

having by this time landed,) they were pursued closely

;

and no lunger feeling themselves equal to an open and manly
resistance, they commenced a tcazing and irritatins; fire from
behind the houses, walls, trees, kc. : from which, I am sorry

to say, my gallant fir8t>lieutciiant received a shot through his

hand whilst leading the pursuing party ; he, however, conti-

nued to head the advance, with which he soon succeeded in

dislodging the whole of the enemy from their lurking.placcs, and
driving them for shelter to the neighbouring woods ; and whilst

jierforming which service, he had the satisfaction to overtake,

and with his remaining hand to roako prisoner and bring in a
captain of their militia. We also took an ensign and some
armed individuals ; but the rest of the force, which had been
opposed to us, having penetrated into the woods, 1 did not

judge it prudent to allow of their being further followed with

oiir small numbers ; therefore, after setting fire to some of the

houses, to cause the proprietors, (who had deserted them, and
formed part of the militia who had fled to the woods,) to

understand, and feel, what they were liable to bring upon
themselves, by building batteries, and acting towards us with

so much useless rancour, I embarked in the boats tlie guns

from the battery, and having also taken- and destroyed

about 130 stand of small arms, 1 detached a small division of

boats up the Susquehanna, to take and destroy whatever they

might meet with in it, and proceeded myself with the remaining

boats under captain Lawrence, in search of a cannon foundry,

which I had gained intelligence of, whilst on shore at Havre-'

de«Grace, as being situated about three or four miles to the

northward, where we found it accordinj^ly ; and getting pos..

session of it without difficulty, commenced instantly its de'struc

tion, and that of the guns and other niaterials we fotind there,

to complete which, occupied us during the remainder of the day,,

as there were several buildings, and much, complicated heajry

h^ '*
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machitery, tttoehed to It ; it wai known by the nnme of

Cecilf or Principio fouodry) and was one of the most vain*

able works of the kind in America ; the deitmetion of it,

therefore} at this moment, will, 1 trust, prore of much nati*

onai importance.

In the margin* I have stated (he ordnance taken and dis«

abled by our small division this day, during the whole of which

lye have been on shore in the centre of the enemy's country, and

on his high road between Baltimore and Philadelphia. Theboata

which I $«nt up the Susquehanna, returned after destroying five

vessels on it, and a large store of floor ; when every thing being

completed to my utmost wishes, the whole dirision re>embarked

and returned to the shi|)8, where we arrived at 10 o'clock,

after having been 32 hours in constant exertion, without

nourishment of any kind ; and, I have much pleasure in being

able to add, that, excepting lieutenant Westphairs wound, we
have not suffered uny casualty whatever.

The judicious dispositions made by captcir. Lawrence, of the

Fantome, during; Hie preceding night, an<) the able manner in

which he conductt>d the attack of Havre in i;ie morning, added

to the gallantry, zeal, and attentiun, shewn by him during this

whole day, most justly entitle him to my highest encominms
and acknowledgements, and will, I trust, ensure to him your
approbation ; and I have the pleasure to add, that he speaks in

t^e most favorable manner of the good conduct of all the ofBcera

and men employed in the hoStit under his immediate orders,

particularly of lieutenants Ale.'^.iiider and Reed, of the Dragon
and Fantome, who each coromandud a division ; of lieutenant

G. A. VVebtpball, whose exemplary and gallant conduct it has

been necessary for me already to notice in dtctailing to you the

operations of the day. i shall only now add that, from e
thorough knowledge of his merits, (he having served many
years with me as first lieutenant,) I always, on similar occa-

siions, expected much from him, but this day 'he even out-

stripped those expectations; and though in considerable pain

from his wound, he insisted on continuing to assist me to the last

moment with his able exertions. 1 therefore, sir, cannot but
entertain a confident hope that his services of to-day, and tbei

wound he has received, added to what he so successfully exe«

cuted at ^reiichtown, (as detailed in my letter to you of the

2&th ultimo,) will obtain for him your favorable consideration

* Taken from tiie battery at Havre.de-Grace—6 ^udi, 12 and 6-pouB-
ders.

Disabled, in battery far protection of foaadry—5 gnus, Si-poonderi.
Disabled, ready for sendiof away from foundry—98 guns* 39-ppuoderf.
Disabled, in boring-hou«e and foundry—8 gun* and 4 carrMiadei of

diflferent calibres.

Total—51 guna, and VSO stand of unallaraM.
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and notice, and thai of my lords commiisionen of th« adaiiniltj.

1 should bti wanting in justice did I not alio montioii to yom^
Eirtieularljr, the able asiistance again afforded me by lieatenant

oberlKon, of the artillery, who ii ever a volunteer where eer.

vice ii to be pcrrormed, and always foremost in performing such

lerTiec, bein^ equally conipicuous for hit gallantry and aUliCy

;

^nd he also ooltged me by superintending the destruction of tha

ordnance taken at the foundry. To captains Wybom and
Carter, who cumraanded the marines, «nd shewed much tkMI in

the management of them, every praise is likewise due, as are
my acknowledgments to lieutenant l«wii, of the Highflyer,

who, not being able to bring hi* vcs^vl near eiM>ugh to render
assistance, caroo himself with his usual active ceal to offer bis

personal services. And it is my pleasing duty to have to report

to you, in addition, that all the other oflicers and men seemed
to vie with each other in the cheerful and zealous discharge of

their duty, and 1 have, therefore, the satisfaction of recom-
mending their general good conduct, on this occasion, to yonr
notice accordingly. I have the honor to be, &c.

G. COCKBUaj> , rear^dm.

To the right hon. admiral sir J. B. Warren^ bart.

and K.fi. &c.

»*»0»»»****0'»»

No. 10.

¥rom same to same.

>f.>

*n/

II.M.S. Maidstone, off" the Sassafras river,

Silt, May 6th, 181 Jl.

I have the honor to acquaint yoo, that understaading

Georgetown and Frcderickstown, situated op the Sassafras river,

were places of some trade and importance, and the Sassafrai

being the only river or place of shelter for vessels at this upper

extremity of the Chesapeake, which I had not examined and

cleared, I directed, last night, the assembling of the boats along,

siile the Mohawk, from whence with the marines, as before,

unde-r captains W'ybourn and Carter, with my friend lieutenant

Robertson, of the artillery, and his small party, they proceeded

up this river, being placed by me for this operation, under tha

immediate directions of captain Byng of the iVIohawk.

I intended that they should arrive before the above-mentioned

towns by dawn of day, but in this 1 was frustrated by the intri-

cacy of the river, our total want of local knowledge in it, the

darkness of the night, and the great distance the towns lay up

it ; it, therefore, unavoidably became iate in the morning bdore
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weapproftchod them, when, having intercepted a mall boat with

two of the inhabitanti, 1 directed captain Byng to halt our
boat! about two miles below the town, and I sent forward the

two Americans in their boat to warn their countrymen against

acting in the same rash manner the people of Havn^-de-Grace

had done ; assuring them, if they did, that their towns would
enevitably meet with a similar fate ; but, on the contrary, if they

did not attempt resistance, no injury should be done to them or

their towns ; that vessels and public property only would be
suited ; that the strictest discipline would be maintained ; and
that, whatever provisions or other proymriy of individuals I

might require for the use uf the squadron, should ba instantly

paid for in its fullest value. After having allowed sufficient

time for this message to be digested, and their resolution taken

thereon, i directed the boats to advance, and I am sorry to say,

I soon found the more unwise alternative was adopted ; for on
our reaching within about a mile of the town, between two
projecting elevated points of the river, a most heavy fire of

musketry was opened on us from aliout 400 men, divided

and entrenched on the two opposite banks, aided by one long

gun. The launches and rocket-boats smartly returned this fire

with good effect, and with the other boats and the marines I

pushed a-shore immefliately above the enemy's position, thereby

ensuring the capture of the towns or the bringing him to a de-

cided action. He determined, however, not to risk the latter ;

for the moment he discerned we had gained the shore, and that

the marines had fixed their bayonets, he fied with his whole
force to the woods, and was neither seen nor heard of after,

wards, though several parties w ere sent out to ascertain whether

he had taken op any new position, or what had become of him.

I gave him, however, the mortification of seeing, from where-

ever he had hid himself, that 1 was keeping my word with respect

to the towns, which ^excepting the houses ef those who had con«

tinued peaceably in them, and had taken no part in the attack

made on us) were forthwith destroyed, as were four vessels

laying in the river, and some i>tores of sugar, of lumber, of

leather, and of other merchandize. 1 then directed the re-

embarkation of our small force, and we proceeded down the

river again, to a town I had observed, situated in a branch of

it, about half way up, and here I had the satisfaction to find,

that what had passed at Havre^ Georgetown, and Fretiericks*

town, had its effect, and led these people to understand, that

they had more to hope for from our generosity, than from
erecting batteries, and opposing us by means within their

power ; the inhabitants of this place having met me at landing,

to say that they had not permitted cither guns or militia to be

slalincd there, and that whilst there 1 should not meet with any
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oppoiUlon wfiatcfer. I therefore landed with the ofRoen and
A small guard only, and haTing aicertained that there was no
public property of any kind, or warlike stores, and having

Allowed of such articlr» as wt stood in need of being embarked
In the boats on payment to the owner of their full falae, I

ftgaid re-cmbarkcd, leaving the people of this place well pleased

with Ihe wisdom of their determination on their mode of receiv.

\ng us. 1 also had a deputation from Charlcstown, in the

north.east river, to assure me that that place is considered by
them at your mercy, and that neither guns nor niilitia>nien shall

be 8uttered there ; aud as 1 am assured that all the placea in tho

upper part of the Chrsapcake have adopted similar resolutions,

and that there is now neither public property, vessels, nor war-
like stores remaining in this neighbourhood, I propose return-

ing to you with the light squadron to-morrow morning.

1 am sorry to say the hot fire we were under this morning
coHt us five men wounded, one only, however, severely ; and I
have much satisfaction in being able to bear testimony to you
uf the zeal, gallantry, and good conduct of the different officers

and men serving in this division. To captain Byng, of the

JMohawk, who conducted the various arrangements, on this

occasion, with equal skill and bravery, every possible praise is

most justly due, as well as to captains Wybourn and Carter,

'licutciiunt Robertson, of the artillery, and lieutenant Lewis, of

the Highflyer ; lieutenant Al^'xander, of the Dragon, the senior

officer under captain Byng, m command of the boats, deserves

also that 1 should particularly notice him to you for his steadi.

ncss, correctness, and the great ability with which he always

executes whatever service is entrusted to him ; and i must beg per-

ini'<sion of seizing this opportunity of stating to you how much I

have been indebted, since on this service, to captain Bnrdett, of

this ship, who was good >nough o receive me on board the

IVlaidstonu when I found it in practicable to a'lvance higher in

the Marlborough, and has invariabl) accompanied me on every

occasion ^^hilst directing these vHrious operations, and rendered

me always the most able, prompt, and efficacious assistance.

1 have the honor to be, &c.
'

G. COCKBURN, rear-adm.

"J^ tiic right hon. admiral sir J. B. Warreu, Bart. K.B. &c.
a'l

<r"^'#«"#«*«#^ *'/<! ,9' , iiifiifi

1tf£.»j( Mii»0,l.!Hii'<i; vl!-'* *Mt .„ No. 11*

« m miU *^o'" lieutenant Crerie to captain Travts.

^** Sir, JHis majesty's ship Narcissus, June 13, 1813.
Your gallant and desperate attempt to defend your vessel

Against more than double your number, on the night of the
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XSth instenta excited auch Admiration on the part of your
9j^puiient9t (ti I have seldom witnessed, and induced me to

return you the sword you h^4 ^^ nobly used) in testimony of

mine. Our poor fellows .bare severely suffered, occasioned

fhiefly, if not solely, by the precaution you had taken to pr^
vent surprise.; in short, 1 aw at a loss which to admire mosty

the preyious engagement on bp?^rd the Surveyor, or the deter-

mined manner by which her ,4eck was disputed, inch by inch.
^

v« Kf-im tfu«^ ^„^Jam, sir, with much respect, &c.
'
*"'" "

' JOHN cRcaii;.
Ciyit. S. Travis, U. S. cutter, Survcyur.

'U'>

"s.m'-' iVii'- if

Frmm commodore Cossin to the American geetvtary of the

navy.
r.,if i

film,

i(%y^--^<r ((L^TER J.) - •';•'.(,.•

Nary yard, Gosport, June^l, 1813.

On Saturday, at 11 P. M. captain Tarbell moved with thf

Hotilla under his command, consisting of 15 gun-boats, in two
divisions, lieutenant John M. Gardner 1st division, and lieuto.

nant Robert Henley the 3d, manned from the frigate, and 50
musketeers, ordered from Craney island by general Taylor,

and proceeded down the river ; but adverse winds and squalls

prevented his approaching (he enemy until Sunday morning at

four, when the flotilla commenced a heavy galling ftre on a
frigate, at about three quarters of a mile distance, lying well

up the roads, two other frigates lying in sight. At half past

four, a breeze sprung up from £.N.£. which enabled the two
frigates to get under way—-one a razee or very heavy ship, and
the other a frigate—and to come nearer into action. The boats,

jn consequence of their approach, hauled off, though keeping

up a well directed fire on the razee and the other ship, which

gave us several broadsides. The frigate first engaged, supposed

to be the Junon, was certainly severely handled'-^had the calm
eontinued one half hour, that frigate must have fallen into our
hands, or been destroyed. She must have slipped her mooring
•o as to drop nearer the razee, who had all sail set, coming up
to her with the other frigate. The action continued one hour
and a half with three ships. Shortly after the action, the razee

got alongside y)f the ship, and had her upon a deep careen in a

little time, with a number of boats and stages round her. I am
satisfied considerable damage was done tp hor, for she was
silenced some time, until the raze# opened jher fice, Mhcnsh»
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commenced again. Our Io0» is veiry trifling. Mr. Allison,

master's mate, on board 139, was killed early in the actioo, bj
an 18.poundball, Whicb paused tiirough him and lodged in the

roast. No. 154 had a shot between wind and water. No. 67
had her franklin shot away, and several of them had aome of

their sweeps and their stancheons shot away-^buft two niba

slightly injured from the sweeps. On- the flood tide soferal

ships of the line and frigates cama into tha roads, and w« didb

expect an attack last night. There are now in the roadi IS"

ships of the line and frigates, one brig and several tenders.

I cannot say too much for the officers and crows on this occa«

tion ; for every man appeared to go into action^ with so muclk

cheerfulness, apparently to do their duty, resolved to conquer.

I had a better opportunity of discovering their actions than any
one else, being in my boat the whole of the action. v<:

. ;

I have the honor to bih, &c.

n Hpn. W. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSIN.

(Letter If.)

Sir, ' ' Navy yard, Gosport, June 23, 1813.
I have the honor to inform you, that on the 20(h the enemy

Sot under way, in all 13 sail, and dropped up to the mouth of
ames* river, one ship bearing a flag at the mizeOk At 5 P.M.

they were discovered making great preparation with troops foa

landing, having a number of boats for the purpose. Finding
Craney island rather weakly manned, captain Tarbell directed

lieutenants Neal, Shnbrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen,, ea
shore, at 1 1 P.M. to a small battery on the N.W. side of th(|

island.

Tuesday S3d, at dawn, (he enemy were discovered landing

round the point of Nansemond river ; at 8 A.M. the barges

attempted to land in front of the island, out of reach of the shot

from the gun-boats> when lieutenantR Neal, Shubricky and
Sanders with the sailors, and lieutenant fireckcnbridge with the

marines of the Constellation, 150 in number, opened the fire,

which was so well directed, that the enemy were glad to get

off, after sinking three of their largest boats. One of them^

called the Centepcde, admiral Warren's boat, 50 feet in length,

carried 75 men, the greater part of whom were lost by* her

sinking. Twenty soldiers and sailors were saved, and the boat

hauled up.

The officers of the Constellation fired their 18-poundermdre

like riflemen than artillerists. I never saw such shooting, and

seriously believe they saved the island.

I hare the honor to be, &c.

y Hon. W. Jones, &c. JOHN CASSIN.
The number of the enemy engaged in the attack was nearly

3000.
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JVoOT admiral Warren to Mr. Croker. >

San Domingo, Hampton.roa(]»^
'^

' Sir, Chesapeake, Jone 24, 1813.

I request you will inform their lordships, that, from the in-

formation received of the enemy's fortifying Craney Island, and
it being 'necessary to obtain possession of that place, to enable

t^e light ships and ressels to proceed up the narrow channel'

towards Norfolk, to transport the troops over on that side for

them to attack the new fort and lines, in the rear of which the

Constellation frigate was anchored, I directed the troops under
sir Sydney Beckwith to be landed upon the continent within the

nearest point to that place, and a reinforcement of seamen and
marines from the ships ; but upon approaching the island, front

the extreme shoalness of the water on the sea side, and the

difficulty of getting across from thelandj as well as the tsland

itself being fortified with a number of guns and men from the

frigate and militia, and flanked by 15 gun-boats, I considered,

in consequence of the representation of the officer com'mand'ng

the troops, of the difficulty of their passing over from the land^

that the persevering in the attempt would cost more men than

the number with us would permit, as the other forts mUsthave
been stormed before the frigate and dock.yard eould have beeii

destroyed ; I therefore ordered the troops to be re-embarked.
^

I am happy to say, the loss in the above affair (returns oi

which are enclosed) has not been considerable, and only two'

boats sunk. •

I have to regret, that captain Haashett, of his majesty's ship"

IKadem, who volanteered hib services, and led the division of

boats with great gallantry, was severely wounded by a ball in

the thigh.

The officers and men behaved with much bravery, and if it

had been possible to have got at the enemy, 1 am persuaded

^would have soon gained the place.

I have the honor to be, kc.

J. W. Croker, esq. J. B. WARREN.

li!

A return of officers, seamen, and marines, belonging to his majesty's

4^,. ships, killed, wounded, and missing, in the attack on Craney island,

June 22d. j^i

Killed;—^None.
^^

Troum/f//;-—! officer and 7 seamen. ,
»4"

Miuing;—10 seamen.

Name of the officer wounded.

Captain Hanchett, of his majesty's ship Diadem, severely, hut not

dangerously.

J. B. WARREN.
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A retarn of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the officers, non-

commissioned officers, Jrummers, nnd rank and file, in the affair

with the enemy near Crauey island, June 83d.

tti battalion royal marines and rocket artillery ;->l rank and fAfi

^wounded.

id battalion rojfal marinet;'-^^ rank and filet killed; 1 captain, 4
rank file, wounded ; 7 rank and file, missing.

102d regimMt ;—1 sjeijeant, killed ; 1 serjeant, wounded.
lit and Zd company Canadian chaueurs ;~'l lieutenant, wounded; S

^rjeants, 3 drummers^ 41 rank and file, missing.

Total«—3 killed ; 8 wounded; ftS missing. v^

SYDNEY BECKWITH, quarter.master.gen.

8< <.«##«^#v#J

.#'#? .I;vflt{tg'5fi "^Q J^^
' -a

"> From same to tame, , ^.
"!

t,-
.

itid-:irth- ' '4

San DomingO) Hampton-roads, Chesapeake^
Sir, June 27th, 1813* .

I request you will inform their lordships, that the enenij
having a post at Hampton, defended by a considerable c«rps^

commanding the communication between the upper part of the

country and Norfolk ; I considered it advisable, and with a view
to cut off their resources, to direct it to be attacked by th«
troops composing the .flying corps attached tothb squadron

;

and having inst,ructed ,re:ir>admiral Cockburn to condnet the

naval part of the expedition, and placed captain Pechell with
the Mohawk sloop and launches, as a covering force, under his

orders, the troops were disembarked with the greatest zeal and
alacrity.

,

Sir Sydney Beckwith commanding the troops, having most

ably attacked and defeated the enemy's force, and took thdr
guns, colours, and camp, I refer their lordships to th^^ quarter-

master-general's report, (which r is enclosed,) and that wilt

explain the gallantry and behavior of the several officers and
men employed upon this occasion, and I trust will entitle them

to the favor of his royal bighne«!( the prince regent, and the

lord's commissioners of the AdmiraKy.

Sir Sydney Beckwith, having reported to me that the defences

of the town were entirely dtstroyed, and the enemy completely

disparsed in the neighbourhood, I ordered the troops to be

re-embarked, which was performed with the utmost good order

by the several officers of the squadron under the orden of

rear-admiral Cockburn. I have the honor to be^

JOHN BORLASE WAEREN^
John Wilson Croker, esq. ..„-;.

—

< •fi' I'
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No. 15« ...sitjrw** **li-;'/

From quarter-tnasier-general air Sydney Beckwitk to admirmi
wTOfTtth

His majesty's ship San D&miogo, Hanpton.roads,
Sir, June 28, 1813^

I hare the honor to report to you, that in compliance with

your orders to attack the enemy in town and camp at Hamptbn,
lh« troops nndar my command wer6 put irtto light sailing

Tesscls and boats, during the night of the 25th instant, and by
the excellent arrangements of rear-admiral Cockburn, who was
pleased in person to superintend the adrance under lieutenant-

colonel Napier, consisting of the 103d regiment, two companies

of Canadian Chasseurs, three companies of marines from the

squadron, with two 6.pounders from the marine artillery, were
landed half an hour before day-light the next morning, about
two miles to the westward of the town,- and the royal marine

battalions, under lieutenant>oolonel Williams, were bnitt^ht on
there so expeditiously that the column was speedily enabled to

neve forward*

With a view to turn ^e enemy's position, our march wak
directed toif^ards the great road, leading from the country into

tile rear of the tow*. Whilst the troops mored oif in this

direction, rear-admiral Cockburn, to ettgkge the enemy's

ftttention, ordienei the armed launches and rocket-boats to

eomrocncc a^ fire upon their batteries ; thte tfut%e(^d so com.
plbtely, that Ike head of our adtartced gnkrd had cleared a
wood, and were already on the enemy't fltnk Befone OMr
approach was perceived. They then moved from their camp
to their position in retir of the tewit', and- here they were
Tigorously attacked by lieatcnant.coH>nel Napier, and the

advance ; unable to stand whidi, they CT^ttt4rttt(ed t^eir march to

the rear of the town^ when a detachmcfnt, under lieuttnant-

coloael Williams, conducted by captiiin Powell, asshtant-

qnarteb-master-genci^l, pushed through the town, and forced

their way across a bridge of planks into the enemy's encamp,
ment, of which, and the batteries, Immediate posses^iOii was
gained. In the mean time some artillerymen stormed and took
the enemy's remaining field. {Hcces.

£nclo8e<l I Have the honor to transmit a retnm of ordliance

taken. Lieutcnant>coloncl Williams will have the honor of

delirerii^ to you a stand of colours of the 68th regiment,

James city light infantry, and one of the 1st battarMMi 8Ath

regiment. The exact numbers of the enemy it is difficult to

ascertain.

m
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^' From the woody country, and the strength of their post,

tions, our troops have sustained some loss ; that of the enemy
was very considerable. Every exertion was made to collect

the wounded Americans, who were attended by a surgeon of
thdr own, and by the British surgeons, who performed ampu-
tations on such as required it, and afforded CTery assistance in

their power. The dead bodies of such as could be collected

werO also carefully buried.

I b^g leave on this occasion to express the obligations I owe
to lieutenant.co(oncl Napier, and lieutenant-colunel Williams,
for their kind and able assistance ; to major, Malcolm , and
captain Smith, and all the officers and men, whose zeal aud
spirited conduct entitle them to my best acknowiedgementi.

1 have the honor to be, &c.

CVDNEY BECKWITH, Q.M.G. •

Return of ordnance stores taken in Hamptou, on the 4$th of June, 1815.

Four 12*poun«ier guns on travcUinir. carriages, three 6-pounder guns
on travelling cnrringcs, with timbers and • proportion of ammuuitioo,
for each of I he above calibres. -

'

Three covered waggons and their horses.
«

T. A. PARKEj captain, ^

*'"*' and senior officer R. M. artillery. ^

A return of the killed, wounded, and missing, at Hampton, the S6th of
June, IB 13.

Royal marine artillery

;

— 1 rank and file, killed; 4 ritnk and file,

wounded.
Ships* S companien of royal marinen;'^l rank and file, wounded; 1

rank and file, missing.

Itt and 24 Canadian cliaueurt ; —3 rank and .file^ killed; IS rank and
file, wounded ; 6 rank and file, missing.

1<^ 6o^/a/ion rc^a//narine« ;'—! rank und file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1
rank and file, wounded.
id battalion royal marines;-— 1 lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 6 rank and

llle, wounded ; S rank and file, missing.

Total—S killed ; 33 woundefl ; 10 missing.

^ SYDNEY BECKWITH, Q.M.G.
^ Admiral Sir J. B. Warren,
: &c, &c. &c, ^ '

,..»
>u.i

^^^' From colotul Butler to general Harrwn,
Deau sir,

By lieutenant Shaniion, of the 27th regiment United Statea'

infantry, I have the honor of informing you, that a detach-

ment of the troops under itiy command, led by captain Holme|^

VOL. II. '/ ' '."' £ E
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^f <h« 14th Uniied Sutes* infantrj, hate obtained a signal

'mtory over the enemy.
TIh; affair took place on the 4tb in8tr.at, about 100 miles

.from this place, on the river de Frenoh. Our force consisted

4)f no more than 160 rangers and mounted infantry. The
enemy, from their own acknowledgement, had a'' out 940.

The fine light, company of the royal Scots is totally Destroyed

;

they led the attack most gallantly, and their commander fell

wUhin ten pacte of our front Kno. The light company of the

89th has also suffered severely ; one officer of that company
fell, one is a prisoner, and another is «aid to be badly

.wounded.

In kiUedf wounded, and prisoners, the enemy lost about

80, whilst on our part there were but four killed, and four

wounded* This great disparity iu the loss on each side, is to be

attributed to the very judicious position occupied hj captain

Holmes, who compelled the enemy to attack him at great

disadvantage. This even more gallantly merits the laurel.

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will furnish a

detailed account of the expedition, which shall immediately be

transmitted to yoq. Very respectfully,

yom; most obedient servant,

H. BUTLER,
Major-generftl Harrison. ]ieut.%coI. commandant Detroit.

^fh «^ i Enemy's forces, as stated by the prisoners.
^

\ ' .' Royal Scots, 101

t ;lwfe ' .'f .
Sflth regiment, 45 ,.

Militia, 4,50
lm,jhr- Indians, ^^^t

>' 40 to 60

<r#»»<srr»*<N»^^^»

No. 17.

236 v«-r

Mmuie$ of a touncU of war held at Ckamplain the 39M of
March, 1814.

Present—Brigadier-general Macomb, brigadier-general Bi*-

sell, brigadier-general Smith, colonel Atkinson, colonel Miller,

colonel Cummings, major Pitts, major Totten.

Major-general Wilkinson states to the council, that, from the

best infoQnati<Hi he can collect, the enemy has assembled at the

Isle auz Noix and La Colle Mill 3500 men, composed of about

, 2000 regular troops and 500 militia, of whom, after leaving

a garrison of 300 men at Isle aux Noix, 1800 regulars and
50O militia may be brought into action. The corps of the

^United States, now at this place, consists of 3099 combatants,
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including 100 caTalrjr, and 304 artillerisU, with 11 pieces of

artillery. The objects of the enemy are unknown, and the

two corps are separated nine miles. Under these circumstancet

the major-general submits the following questions for the

oonsid«iratiun and opinion of the council.

, First—Shall we attack the enemy ? and in such case do the

council approve the order of march and battle hereunto anneied,

with the general order of the day ?

Second—When and by what route shall the attack be made,

on the plan of the intermediate country hereunto annexed ?

Third—Shall a single attack be made with our force com-
bined ; or shall two attacks be made ; or shall we feint on the

right by the shore of the Sorel, or to the left by Odell'*

milU to favor the main attack ?

The general will be happy to adopt any advantageous change

which may be proposed by the council, or be governed by their

opinions.

f: The coupcil is of opinion, that the light troops should corer

a reconiioissance towards La Colle Mill ; and, if it is found

practicable, the potition should be attacked, and the enemy's

works destroyed ; that the whole army move to support the

light troops; that the order of battle h approved, and the

manner and mode of attack must bo left entirely with the

commanding general. AL£X. MACOMB, ,

TH. A. SMITH, 'n^
D. BISSELL,

I

R. PURDY,
'ai..'i'M

' t ) j 1 1 . . . 1 1 1. . .

^ h

"J'» -i^-it^'.r.x i«j

>iS^t'

JAMES MILLER,
T. H. PITTS,
H. ATKINSO?»r,
JOSEPH G. TOTTEN.

hwj

Under existing circumstances my opinion -is, that we go as

far as La Colle Mill, designated in the map, to meet the enemy
there, and destroy their block-house and the mill in which they

are quartered. M. SMITH, col. 29th inf. i

f^iRii
««»»#^#«##^«^«^

'•nf yAmericfM general order qf the SflM of March,

Head.quarters, Champlain, 29th March, 1814.
The army will enter Canada to-morrow to meet the enemy,

who has approached in force to the vicinity of the national line of
deroarkation ; the arms and ammunition are therefore to b^ cri-

tically examined, and the men completed to 60 rounds. The
commanding officers of corps and companies will be held re-

sponsible for the exact fulfilment of this essential order. The
£ e3

h f'
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troops to be completed to four days' cooked proTisions, excfn.

sire of (he pretirnt ; and it is recommended to the gentlemen in

Commission to make same prorision. No biiggage will be
taken forward, excepting the bedding of the officers. Let every

officer, and every man, take the resolution to return victo.

rious, or not at all: for, with double the force of the enemy,
this arm) must not give ground.

Brigadier.general Macomb having joined with his command,
the formation of the troops must necessarily be modified. They
are therefore to be formed into three brigades ; the first, under
general Macomb, consisting of his present command, with the

addition of colonel M. Smith's consolidated regiment ; second

and third, under the command of brigadier-general Smith and
BisscU, consisting of the troops already consigned to them.

The order of march and battle will be furnished the brigadier,

generals, and commanding officers of regiments, by the adjtt-

tant-gcneral.

The transport permit will be immediately returned for, and
distributed by, regiments.

*^ .On the march, when approaching the enemy, or during an
action, the men are to bo profoundly silent, and will reso-

lotely execute the commands they may receive from the officers.

In erery movement which may be made, the ranks are to b6
unbroken, and there most be no running forward or shouting.

An officer will be posted on the right of each platoon, and a
tried Serjeant will form a supernumerary rank, and will instantly

put to death any man who goes back. This formation is to take
place by regiments and brigades, in the course of the day,

when the officers are to be posted.

Let every one perfectly understand his place ; and let all

bear in mind what they owe to their own honor and to a be*

loved cotintry, contending for its rights, and its very inde-

pendence as a nation.

The officers must be careful that the men do not throw away
their ammunition : one deliberate shot being worth half a dozen

hurried ones ; and they are to give to the troops the example

of courage in every exigency which may happen.

In battle, there must be no contest for rank or station, but

every corps must march promptly and directly to the spot,

which it may be directed to occupy. The troops will be under

arms at revoill^e to-morrow morning, and will be ready to

march at a moment's warning. All orders from the adjutant

and inspector-gcnerars department; from captain Rees, as.

sistant.deputy.quarter.mastcr-general ; and major Lush and
captain Noursc, extra aides de camp to general Wilkinson, will

be respected as coming from the commanding general himself.

Signed, by order, W. CUMMII^GS, adjutant.gen
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From lieittenantmcolonel fVilliams to nr G. Prevott*

'5»

PM
Sill, T 3 Cole, March 13, 1814.

- I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have just received from
major IJandcocli, of the 13th regiment, commanding at the

hlocli>house on La Colle river, a report, stating that the

out- posts on the roads from Bnrtoaville and La Colle mill,

leading from OdelUtown, were attacked at an early hour
yesterday morning by the enemy in great force, collected

from iPlattsburg anci Burlington, under the command of major-
general Wilkinson. The attack on the Burtonville road was
soon over, when the enemv shewed themselves on the road
from the mill that leads direct to Odetl.town, - ^ere they drove
in a piquet stationed in advance of La Colic, auout a mile and
a half distant ; and roon after the enemy established a battery

of three gnns (1^ pounders) in the wood. With this artillery

they began to fire on the mill, when major Handcock, hearing

of the arrival of the ilank companies of the 13th regiment at

the block.house, ordered an attack on the guns ; which, how-
ever, was not successful, from the wood being so thick and so

filled with men. Soon after, another opportunity presented

itself, when the Canadian grenadier company, and a company
of the voltigeurs, attempted the guns; but the very great supe-

riority of the enemy's numbers, hid in the woods, prevented
their takii]ig them^ .«>: mti.rl'i^ i* rwi«^ a ?!r

I have to regret the lost of many brave and good soldiers in

these two attacics, and am particularly sorry to lose the service,

for a short tinit, of captain Ellard, of the 13th regiment,

from being wounded, while gallantly leading his company.
The enemy withdrew their artillery towards night-fall, and
retired, towards morning, from the mill, taking the road to

Odell.town.

Major Handcock speaks in high terms of obligation to

captain ititter, of the frontier light infantry, who, from his

knowledge of the country, was of great benefit. The marine

detachment, under li^iMjitenants Caldwell and Barton, the

Canadian grenadier cqrapany, and the company of voltigenrs,

as well as all the troops employed: the major expresses himself

in high terms of praise for their conduct, so honorable to

the service.

. IVlajor Handcock feels exceedingly indebted to captain

Pring, U.. N. for his ready and prompt assistance, in mooring

up the sloop and gun^boats from Isle au Noix, to the entrance

of the La Colle river^ the fire from which wa3 so destructive.

h f

Ife

rf« u
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Lieutenant! Caswtck and Hicki, of the royal nary, were most
actively zealous in forwarding two guns from the boati, and
getting them up to the mill.

To major Handcock the greatest praise is due, for hit most
gallant defence of the mill against such superior nnmbert ; and
I earnestly trust it will meet the approbation of his excellency

the commander in chief of the forces. I haye the honor to

transmit a list of the killed and wounded of the British : that

of the enemy, from all accounts I can collect from the

inhabitants, must have been far greater.
^

I have the honor to he, See.
''^'

. WILLIAM WILLIAMS, <*'

lieut.-col. 1 Sth regiment,

commanding at St. John*f

.

> iy^r

List of killed, wounded, and misting, in action at La Colle mill, ou tlie

30th of March, 1814.

}3thgrenmdier»;'^8 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1

Serjeant, 31 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing.

iSM tight infantry;— I rank and file, killed; 1 serjeaiit, 8 rank and
fife, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing.

iSth, captain BUikeU company ;-^l rank and file, killed.

Canadian grenadien;—l rank and file, killed; S rank and fite,

wounded ; 9 rank and file, missings ^tn^ii A^l^i
Canadian votligeuni-^l rank and file, wounded.
Total— 11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subttltern, 1 Serjeant, j(3

rank and file, wounded; 4 rank and file, missing.
4,4Vk)

mtmytm^l \r> Officers wounded. i^''*H"''

IStk regiment i—Ctipttim Ellard; ensign Whitford,slightlyrf'* ' 'M'
Note— 1 Indian warrior killed, ] wounded.

R. ii. HANDCOCK, major, i.

.vn^4,:-.>^ :»i*i i«'»b6' ,;,>^^^^ '
"

- --.-ii

•jU'Ji

o. 20. ^
From lUvUenant'generaX BrumvMnd to Sir George PrevosL

t«t .^« vv&i M H. M. S. Prince Regent, Lake Ontario, *^r

" • Sir, off Oswego, May 7, 1814. ^'[

I am hapt^y to have to announce to your excellency (he

complete success of the expedition against Oswego. The
troops motioned in my despatch of the 3d instant ; tic. six

companies of De Watteville's regiment, under lieutenant-

coloneil Fischer, the light company of the Glengarry light

infantry, ondcr captain McMillan, and the whole of the second
battalion royal marines, under lieutenant-colonel Malcolm,
bnving been embarked with a detachment of the royal artillery.
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iinilcr captain Cruttenden, with two field.pieces, a datachqient

of the fockct company under lieutenant Stevvni, and a de.
tachment of Mppcrs and miners under lieutenant Goiset, of
the royal engineers, on the cTening of the 3d instant, I pro*
ceeded on board the Prince Regent at day-light on (he 4th, and
the squadron immediately mH^ ; the wind being TarfaiUe, wc
did not atrire off OsweKo until noon the following day. The
•hips lay.to within long gun-thot of the battery, and the gvn*
boats under captain Collier were sent close in, for the purpoM
of inducing the enemy to shew his fire, and particularly tbi

number and position of his gnns. This sertice was performed
in (he most gallant manner, the boats taking a position within

point-blanlc shot of the fort, which returned the fire from foot
gnns, one of them heavy. The enemy did not appear to have
any guns mounted on the town-side of the riven

Having sufficiently reconnoitred the place, arrangements
were made for its attack, which it was designed should take place

at eight o'clock that evening; but at sun-set a very heavy
squall blowing directly on the shore, obliged the squadron to

get under weigh, and prevented our return until next morning

;

when the following disposition was made of the troops and
squadron by commodore sir J. Yeo and myself. The PrincesI

Charlotte, Wolfe,* and Royal George, i to engage the batte-

ries, as close as the depth of water would admit of thdr ap^

preaching the shore; the Sir Sidney Smith
:t

schooner, to scour
the town, and keep in check a large body of nllitia, who might
attempt to pass over into the fort ; the Moira§ and Melvillof

brigs, to tow the boats with the troops, and then cover their

landing, by scouring the woods on the low point towards the

foot of ..he hill, by which it was intended to advance to the

assault of the fort.

Captain O'Connor had the direction of the boats and gun-
boats destined to land the troops, which consisted of the flank

companies of De Watteville's regiment, the company of the

Glengarry light infantry, and the second battalion of the royal

marines, bang all that could be landed at one embarkation.

The four battalion companies of the regiment of De Watteville,

and (he detachment of artillery remaining in reserve on board

the Princess Charlotte and Sir Sidney Smith schooner.

As soon as every thing was ready, the ships opened their fire,

and the boats pushed for the point of disembarkation, in the

most regular order. The landing was effected under a heavy

tire from the fort, as well as from a considerable body of the

enemy, drawn up on the brow of the hill and in the woods.

The iaunediate command of the troops was entrusted to liente.

f

jJ Maotnal. Lara. |Ma|aet. ^ Cbarwell. f Star.
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nant^olonel Fiieher) of the regiment of De Wat(e?i)le, of

-whoie ftllant, cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of the

disUnguisbed braTery, steadiness, and discipline of efery otBccr

and soldier composing this small force, 1 was a witness, having,

with commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-adjutant-geoeral,

ind the officers of my staff, landed with the troops.

I refer your excellency to lieutenant-colonel Fischer's letter

enclosed, for an account of the operations. The place was

gained in ten minutes from the moment the troops advanced.

The I'ort being every where almost open, the whole of the gar.

rison, consisting of the third battalion of artillery, about 400
strong, and some hundred militia, effected their escape, with

the exception of about 60 men, half of them severely woundrd.

1 enclose, a return of our loss, amongst which I have to

regret that of captain Haltaway, of the royal marines. Your
excellency will lament to observe in the list the name of that

gallant, judicious, and excellent officer, captain Mulcaster, of

the royal navy, who landed at the head of 200 Toluntccr

seamen from the fleet, and received a severe and dangerous

wound, when within a few yards of the guns, which he was
advancing to storm, which I fear will deprive the squadron of

bis valuable assistance for some time at least.

In noticing the co<operation of the naval branch of the ser-

viccj I have the highest satisfaction in assuring your excellency,

that I have ihroughout this, as well as on every other occasion,

experienced the most zealous, cordial, and able support from
sir James Yeo. It will be fpr iiim to do justice to the merits

of those under his command ; but I may nevertheless be per-

milted to ob:<erve, that nothing could exceed the c:oo1ne8s and
gallantry in action, or the unwearied exertions on shore^ of the

captains, officers, and crews of the whole squadron, .o )'»j^«'^»'t^

I enclose a memovandum of the captured articles that have

.been brought away, in which your excellency will perceive with

satisfaction seven heavy guns, that were intended for the enemy's

new ship. Three 32- pounders were sunk by the enemy in the

jnver, as well as a large quantity of cordage, and other naval

jtores. The loss to them, therefore, has been very great ; and
I am sanguine in believing that by this blow, they have been

deprived of the means of completing the armament, and par-

ticularly the equipment, of the large man of war, an object of the

greatest importance.

Every object of the expedition having been effected, and the

eaptnr^ stores embarked, the troops returned in the most
perfect order on board their respective ships, at four o'clock

this morning, when the squadron immediately sailed, the bar.

racks in the town, as well as those in the fort, having been

previously burnt, together with the platforms, bridge, &c.

a
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and the works In efery other retpect dismantled and destroyed,

as far as tvas practicable.

I cannot close this despatch without offering to your excel.

Ipncy's notice the admirable and judicious manner in which
lioutenant.colonel Fischer formed the troops, and led them to

the attack ; the cool and gallant conduct of lieutenant.colonel

Malcolm, at the head of the second battalion royal marines

;

the intrepidity of captain De Bersey, of the regiment De
WatteTillo, who commanded the advance; the zeal and energy

of licutcnant-colonel Peanton, Inspecting field-officer, who,
with major Smelt, of the 103d regiment, had obtained a passage

on board the squadron to Niagara, and Tolunteered their ser.

vices on the occasion ; the gallantry of captain McMillan, of

the Glengarry light infantry, who covered the left flank of the

troops in the advance; and the activity and judgment of captain

Cruttenden, royal artillery ; brevet-major De Courten, of the

regiment De Watteville; lieutenant Stevens, of the rocket com^
pany ; lieutenant Gosset, royal engineers ; each in their rcspcc.

live situations.

I^iouteuaot-colonel Malcolm has reported in high terms the

conduct of lieutenant Lawrie, of the royal marines, who was
at the head of the first men who entered the fort ; and I had an
opportunity of witnessing the bravery of lieutenant Hewett, of
that corps, who climbed the flag.staff, and pulled down the

American ensign which was nailed to it To lieutenant-colonel

Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, my warmcsi approbation is

most justly due, for his unremitting zeal and useful assistance.

The services of this intelligent and experienced officer have been
so frequently brought under your excellency's observation

before, that it would I)e superfluous my making any comment
on the high estimation in which I hold his valuable exertions.

Captain Jervois, my aide do camp, and lieutcnant.colunel

Hagermane, my provincial aide de camp, the only officers of
my personal staff who accompanied me, rendered me every

assistance.

Captain Jervois, who will deliver to your excellency, with

this despatch, the American flag taken at Oswego, is fully able

to afford every further information you may require; and I

avail myself of the present opportunity strongly to recommend
this ofiicer to the favorable consideration of his royal highness

the commander in chief. -s

I have the honor to be, &c.

fl^.M^' GORDON DRUMMOiND.

«,;tt»' , T

-^' ••'-&

* :Ti
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No. 21. -•l^ii'-ii^M'rrSi.-'.n-l^ U. .'cA .;«..

From Ueutenant-cotonel Fischer to lieutenant-colonel Harvej/,

II. M.S. Prince Regent, oflF Oswego, •

Sir, '^* **^**^ Lake Ontario, May 7.

It is with heartfelt satifacti^n that I have the honor to report

to you, for the information of lieutenant-general DrummoBd,
commanding, that the troops placed under my orders for th^

purpose of storming the fort at Oswego, have completely

succeeded in this service. *" .» «f;o^i#t-< /pi^i vs*

It will be superfluous for nie to enter iniio any details of th6

operations, as the lieutenant-general has personally witnessed

the conduct of the whole party; and the grateful task only

remains to point out for his approbation, the distinguished

bravery and discipline of the troops.

The second battalion of royal marines formed their column
in the most regular manner, and, by their steady and rapid

kdvance, carried the fort in a very short time. In fact, nothing

could surpass the gallantry of that battalion, commanded by
lieutenant-colonel Malcolm ; to whose cool and deliberate

conduct our success is greatly to be attributed.

The lieutenant-colonel reported to me, in high terms, the

conduct of lieutenant James Laurie, who was at the head of

the first men who entered the fort. The two flank companies
of 1)6 Watteville's, under captain De Berscy, bchated with

spirit, though labouring with more difficulties during their

formation, oA account of the badness of the landing place, and
the more direct opposition of the enemy. The company of

Glengarry light infantry, under captain M'Millan, behaved in

^n equally distinquished manner, by clearing the wood, and
driving the enemy into the fort. 1 beg leave to make my
personal acknowledgements to staff-adjutant Greig, and lieu-

tenant and adjutant Mermet, of De Watteville's, for their Keil

and attention to ttie during the day*8 service. Nor can I

forbear to mention the regular behavior of the whole of the

troops during their stay on shore, and the most perfect order

fn which the re-embarkation of ihe troops has been executed^

and every service performed. ^" "^

I enclose herewith the return of killed and wounded, as sent

to me by the different corps.

I have the honor to be, &c.

V. FISCHER,
licut.-col. De Wattcville's regiment

Lieut..co1. Harvey,

deputy-adjuant-gcneral,



APPENDIX. 427

Return of killed and wounded of the troops in action with the enemy
' at Oswego, on the 6th of Mny , 1814.

9d bait, rmfalmarines;—! captain, 2 Serjeants, 4 rank and file, killed.

De ffatteviil^i regiment;— I drummer, 7 rank and file, killed.

Ud battalion royal marines;—1 Serjeant, 33 rank and file, wounded.

De Watteville's regiment t—1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeaAt, 17

rank and file, wounded.
Glengarryfencible» ;—9 rank and file, wounded.
Totnt— 1 captain, 8 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 15 rank and file, killedj I

captain, I subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 58 rank arid file, wounded.
Officers killed.

8<f battalion royol marina;—Captain William Holtaway.
Officers wounded*

De Wattevill^t regiment;—Captain Lendergrew, severely; lieute-

nant Victor May, dangerously (since dead).

J. HARVEY,
^

^..- Ikut.-col. dep..adj.-gen.
''

Return of the killed and wounded of the royal navy at Oswego, May 6.

3 seamen, killed ; 3 captains, 1 lieutenant, 1 master, 7 seamen,
wounded. ' " ^ v^ '

"

Total—3 killed ; 11 wounded. a^m^
Office!^ wounded. ^^riy ...

Captain Mulcaster, dangerously ; captain Popham, lieutenant Grilfin,

severely ; Mf. Richardson, roaster, arm amputated.

J. LAWRIE, sec.

' »•-» < No. 22.
? -i fwt!; K,*-r iitrV* 'ui'

».ii« , jHiMi His majesty's brig Magnet, (late Sir Sidney Smith.)

IH ^m*^--^Mmi,^im. Off Oswego, U. S. May 7. ,^i^^J.^

tieturn of ordnance and ordnance-itore», taken and dettroyed
at Oswego, Lake-Ontario^ the 6th Matf, 1814, by hie mam
Jesty*8 troops under the command of lieut.mgen. Drummond,

Taken i—3 33-pounder iron guns, 4 34'pounder iron guns, l 13-
pounder iron gun, 1 6*pounder iron gun.—-Total 9. > i^

Dettroyed;—! heavv I2-pounder, 1 lieavy 6
•pounder.—>Total 3.

Shot ;—-81 43-pourtder, round ; S3 33-pounder, round ; 36 48-pounder,
' canister; 42 32- pounder, canister ; 30 34-pounder, canister ; 13 43-
pounder, (trape ; 48 33-pounder, Krape; 18 24-pounder, grape.

Eight barrels of gunpowder, and all the shot of small caliber in the
fort, and stores, thrown into the river.

^ , EDWARD CRUTTENDEN, captain,

.:^,,
,

,. commanding royal artillery.
* 1"

. !.>/ E. BAYNES, adjutant-general.

Memorandum of provisions stores, 6cc. captured.
One thousand and forty-five barrels of flour, pork, potatoes, salt,

tallow, &c. &c. 70 coils of rope and cordage ; tar, blocks, (large and
•mall,) 3 small schooners, with several boats, and other smaller crafl.

NOAH FREER, mil. Sec.

mWm
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No. 23,
.'ft t>

From sir James L, Yeo to Mr, Croker, •'.t.

Sir,

My letter of the 15th April last will hare informed their

lordships, that his majesty's ships, Prince Regent and Princess

Charlotte, were launched on the preceding day. I uoh ha?e
(he satisfaction to acquaint you, for their lordships' informa.
tion, that the squadron, by the unremitting exertic is of the

officers and men under my command, were ready on the 3d
instant, when it was determined by licutenant.genrral Drum.
niond and myself, that an immediate attack should be made on
the forts and town of Oswego : which, in point of position,

is (he most formidable I have seen in Upper Canada; and where
the enemy had, by river naTigation, collected from the interior

several heavy guns, and naval stores for the ships, and large

depots of provisions for their army.

At noon, on the £th, we got off the port, and were on the

point of landing, when a heavy gale from the N. W. obliged me
to gain an offing. On the morning of the 6th, every thing

being ready, 140 troops, 200 seamen, armed with pikes, under

captain Mnlcaster, and 400 marines, were put into the boats.

The Montreal and Niagara took thuir stations a-brcast, and
within a quarter of a mile df the fort; the Magnet- opposite

the town ; and the Star and Charwell, to cover the landing,

w hich was effected under a most heavy fire of round, grape, and
musketry, kept up with great spirit. Our men having to

ascend a very steep and long hill, were consequently exposed to

a deiitructive firo. TMr gallantry overcoming every difficulty,

they soon gained the summit of the hill ; and, throwing them,

selves into the fosse, mounted the ramparts on all sides, v)ing

with each other who should be foremost. Lieutenant Laurie,

my secretary, was the first who gained the ramparts; and
lieutenant Hewitt climbed the flag*staff under a heavy fire, and

in the most gallant style struck the American colours, which had

been nailed to the mast. My gallant and much-esteemed friend,

captain Muicaster, led the seamen to the assault with his

accustomed bravery ; but, 1 lament to say, he received a danger,

ous wound in the act of entering the fort, which I apprehend

will, for a considerable time, deprive me of his valuable services.

Mr. Scott, my first-lieutenant, who was next in command,

nobly led them on, and soon gained the ramparts. Captain

O'Connor, of the Prince Regent, to whom J entrusted the

landing of the troops, displayed great ability and cool judg-

ment; the boats being under a heavy firu from all points.
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Captain PophanOf of fhe Montreal, anchored his ship in a
most gallant style, sustaining the whole fire until we gained the

short'. She was set on fire three times by red hot shot, and
much cut up in her hull, masts, and rigging; captain Popham
received a severe wound in his right hand, and speaks in high

terms of Mr. Richardson, the master, who, from a severe

wound in the left arm, was obliged to undergo amputation at

the shonlder.joint.

Captain Spilsbury, of the Niagara ; captain Dobbs, of th«

Charwell ; captain Anthony, of the Star ; and captain Collier,

in the Magnet, behaved much to my satisfaction. The second

battalion of royal marines excited the admiration of all ; they

were led by the gallant colonel Malcolm, and suffered severely.

Captain Hollaway, doing duty in the Princess Charlotte, gal.

lantly fell at the head of his company. Having landed with the

seamen and marines, Ihad great pleasure in witnessing, not only
the zeal and prompt attention ot the officers to my orders, but
also the intrepid bravery of the men, whose good and temperate

conduct under circumstances of great temptation, (being a whole
night in the town, employed loailing the captured vessels, with

ordnance, naval stores, and provisions,) most just! "laim my
high Approbation and acknowledgment. And 1 here acg leave

to recommend to their lordships' notice the service of all ; of
my first.licutenant, Mr. Scott ; and of my aide de camp, acting

lieutenant Veo, to whom I beg leave to refer their lordships

for information ; nor should the meritorious exertions of act-

ing lieutenant Griffin, severely wounded in the arm, or Mr.
Brown, both of whom were attached to the storming party, be
omitted. It is a great source of satisfaction to me to acquaint

their lordsliips, that I have on this, and in all other occasions,

received from lieutenant Drummond that support and attention,

which never fail in securing perfect cordiality between the two
services/''"^'*^''^' 'tMm-m. -

*« .3?^t«ui- <i3 ^^^ *</» j -^•.s^.^iiviai*^ ••*Ai»-;l.

1 herewith transmit a list of the killed and wounded, and
of the ordnance, naval stores, and provisions, captured and
destroyed, by the combined attack on the 6th instant.

"'-.ff^^- *^'*i>j?»»'d* V I have the honor to be, &c.
^ '^ f^ JAMES LUCAS YEO,

Commodore and commander ia chief.

J. W. Croker, esq. &c.

A list of officers and seamen, of his majesty's fleet on Lnke-Oiitaiio,

killed and wounded at Oswego on the 6th May, 1814.

Three seamen, killed ; S captains, I lieutenant, 1 raabter, 7 seamen^
wounded.
Toi«l~3 killed, 11 wounded.

^ .^^^ ,,,^^^^„ j^,^^^ ^^^^ ,^

v» •##.-» t «>i»A. » '.» 4h>: .':-*ff-iM ft>> B»i>ifirtvi4» ^)d )« «^<m»^
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A statement of ordnance, and naval stores and provisions* brouglit

uiT and destroyed, in a combined attack of the sea and land forces

on the town and fort of Oswego, on the 6th may, 1814.

Ordnance itora brought offi'-Three long S3>pounder guns ; four long

94-pounders«

,

A quantity of various kinds of Ordnance stores.

Nariil ttoret and provUwm ; 3 schooners ; 800 barrels of flour| 500
barrels of pork, 600 barrels of salt, 500 barrels of bread.

A quantity of large rope,
^^'

Dci^ro^et/;—Tlireelong 21-pounder guns, one long IS-pouoder gun,

two long G-pounder guns.

One schooner, and all barracks and other public buildings. \ii^ r<

gl»-L; "- : tu .:.> ^5 >i).., n;v-fc^ J, Jj. YEOj i:-f:'''p,.fy,n

^ : A.-; : <h: ' tf^ <^ Commodore and commander in chief.

0-
,(

-.,! v., p'.i., j' -^ 'M I '.

**r*»^»»*^^*»»* P>\'i>.:

'.»>•.?.»•

No. 24.

American general order.

iijj^f r.«^...;? J' ;^i'M^ fjfev :i .^i. Headquarters, Sackett*f Harbor,
May 19, 1814.

Major-general Brown has the satisfaction to announce to the

forces under his command, that the detachments stationed at

Oswego, under the immediate orders of lieutenant-colonel

Mitchell, of the third artillery, by their gallant and highly mill*

tary conduct, in sustaining the fire of the whole British fleet of
this lake for nearly two days, and contending with the vastly

superior numbers of the enemy on the land, as long as the in-

terest of the country, or the honor of their profession, required

;

and then, effecting their retreat in good order, in the face of this

superior force of the enterprising and accomplished foe, to the

dcpdt of naval stores, which it became their duty to defend,

have establiKhod for themselves a name in arms, worthy of the

gallant nation in whose cause they ight, and highly honorable

to the army. Lieutenant.colonel Mitchell had, in all, lens than

300 men ; and the force of the enemy, by land and water, ex.

1^ ficeded 3000. R. JOltfES, assist..adjt..gen.

No. 25. '

. •

•
. .,; i American general order. a^feaS^ ; ,4^

,f»itfi. r : .-^a^wf f / i^'t;*? Adjutant-gencrars office, left division,

July 2, 1814.

Major-general Brown has the satisfaction to announce to the

troops of his diYision on this frontier^ that he is authorized by

rsi I'
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the orders of hit government to put them In motion against the

enemy. The first and second brigades, with the corps of artiU

lery, will cross the strait before them this night, or as early

to-morrow as possible. The necessary instructions have been
given to the brigadiers, and by them to the commanding officers

of regiments and corps.

Upon entering Canada, the laws of war will govern ; men
found in arms, or otherwise engaged in the service of the enemy,
will be treated as enemies ; those behaving peaceably, and fol-

lowing their private occupations, will be treated as friends.

Private property, in all cases, will be held sacred
; public pro>

pcrty, whenever found, will be seized and disposed of by the

commanding geueral. Our utmost protection will be given to

all who actually join, or who evince a desire, to join us. '^n

Plundering is prohibited. The major-general does not appre-

hend any difficulty on this account, with the regular army and
volunteers, who press to the standard of their country to

avenge her wrongs, and to gain a name in arms. Profligate men,
who follow the army for plunder, must not expect that they

will escape the vengeance of the gallant spirits who are strug.

gling to exalt the national character. Any jilunderer shall be
punished with death who may be found violating this order.

. ^ By order of the major-general.

C. K. GARDNEH, adjt..gen.
, '«!'"> **»rt t«

'
'S

-

** if

<r»i#^^##^^#^#^#^

No. 26.

- ., * a t??**;' '

from mqjor-general Riall to lieutenant'gen.sir G. Drummond,

ff •*^ Si a. •«»«.('•<*»»«. •k»» ^ Chippeway, July({.

I have the honor to inform you, that the enemy effected a
landing on the morning of the 3d instant at the ferry, opposite
Black Rock, having driven in the piquet of the garrison of Fort«
Erie. I was made acquainted with the circumstance about eight

In the morning, and gave orders for the immediate advance
to Chippeway of five companies of the royal Scots, under
lieutenant-colonel Gordon, to reinforce the garrison of that

place. Lieutenant-colonel Pearson had moved forward from
thence with the light companies of the 100th, some militia, and
a few Indians, to reconnoitre their position and numbers ;

he found them posted on the ridge parallel with the river, near
the ferry, and in strong force. 1 received instructions from
major Buck, that they bad also landed a considerable force

above Fort-Erie. In consequence of the king's regiment,

whiph I had every reason to expect the day before from York;

•*'. 4

ifI' as IS'

'. "'-.
'^i
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not haTing arrWcd, I was prcrented from making an attack thai

night.

The following morning, the 4th, a body of their troops were
reported to be advancing by the river ; I moved to reconnoi*

trc, and found them to be in considerable force, with cavalry

and artillery, and a large body of riflemen. Lietennnt-colonel,

Pearson was in advance daring this reconnoisance with the light

company of the royal Scots, and the flank company of the

100th, and a few of the 19th light dragoons, four of whom,
and eight hones, were wounded in a skirmish with the enemy's

riflemen.

Having been joined by the king's regiment on the morning
of the 5th, I made my dispositions for attack at four oclock in

the afternoon. The light companies of the royal Scots, and,

100th regiment, with the second Lincoln militia, formed the

advance under lieutenant-colonel Pearson. The Indian warriors

w^ere, throughout, on our right flank in the woods. The troops

moved in three columns, the third (the king's regiment) being

in advance. The enemy had taken up a position with his right

resting on some buildings and orchards, close on the river Nia.
gara, and strongly supported by artillery ; his left towards the

wood, having a considerable body of riflemen and Indians in

front of it.

Our Indians and militia were shortly engaged with the ene-

my*s riflemen and Indians, who at first checked their advance ;

but the light troops being brought to. their support, they sue.

coedcd, after a sharp contest, in dislod^(ing them, in a very

handsome style. I placed two light 24-poiiiiders, and 5^-inch

howitzer, against the right of the enemy's position, and formed

the royal Scots and lOCth regiment, with tlie intention of mak-
ing a movement upon his left, which deployed with the greatest

regularity, and opened a very heavy fire. 1 immediately moved up
the king's regiment to the right, while the royal Scots and lOOth

re^^'meut were directed to charge the enemy in front, fur which

they advanced with the greatest gallantry, under a most destruc

tive fire. 1 am sorry to say, however, in this attempt they

suffered so severely, that I was obliged to withdraw them, find,

ing thfir further cfi^orts against the superior numbers of the

enemy would be unavniling.—FJeutchant.colonel Gordon, and
lieiLtenant>colonel the mr^-quis of Tjvcciiale, commanding these

regiments, being wounded, as were most of the officers belong,

ing to each. I directed a retreat to be made upon Cippeway,

which was conducted with good order and regularity, covered

by the kind's regiment, under major Kvans, and the light troops

under lieutenant-colonel Pearson ; and i have pleasure in say#

ing, that not a single prisoner fell into the enemy's hands,

«xcep^ those who were disabled from wounds. From the report
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of some prisoners, we have made the enemy's force io amoant
to about 6000 men, with a very numerous train of artillery,

having been augmented by a very large body of troops, which
moved down from Fort-Erie immediately befoce the commence-
ment of the action. Our own force, in regular troops, amounted
to about 1500,* exclusive of the militia and Indians, of which
last description there was not above 300. Fort.Erie, I under-
stand, surrendered upon capitulation on the 3d instant. Al-
though thisatt'air was not attended with the success vthich I had
hoped for, it will be highly gratifying to you to learn, that the

officers and men behaved with the greatest gallantry. I am
particularly indebted to lieutenant.colonel Pearson for the very
great assistance I have received from him, and for the manner ia

which he led his light troops into the action . Lieutenant-colonel

Gordon, and lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Tweedale, and
major Evans, commanding the king's regiment, merit my
warmest praise for the good example they shewed at the head of

their respective regiments.

The artillery, under the command of captain Mackonochie,
was ably served, and directed with good effect ; and I am parti-

cularly obliged to major Lisle, of the lOth light dragoons, for

the manner in which he covered and protected one of the 24-
pounders which had been disabled. I have reason to be highly

satisfied with the zeal, activity, and intelligence, of captain

Holland, my aide de camp, captain Eliot, deputy.assistant-
quarter-master-general ; staif-adjutant Greig, and lieutenant

Fox, of the royal Scots, who acted as major of brigade during

the absence of major Glegg, at Fort.George. The conduct of
lieutenant-colonel Dixon, of the 3d Lincoln militia, has been
most exemplary; and 1 am very much indebted to him for it on
this, as well as on other occasions, in which he has evinced the

greatest zeal for his majesty's service. The conduct of the

officers and men of this regiment has also been highly praise-

worthy. Lieutenant colonel Pearson has reported to me, in

the most favourable terms, the excellent manner in which

lieutenant Horton, with a part of the ISth light dragoons,

observed the motions of the enemy, while he occupied the posi.

tion he took on his first-landing, and during his advance to this

place.
'.:

i I have, &c.

. ,. .. -, P. KIALL, major.gen.

* l8t royal Scots, 500; 1st batt. king's, 480; lOOth regiment, 4JiO i

wUb one troop of the 19th |light dragoons, and a proportion of royal

artillery.

»
5
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No. 27.

Return of the killed^ wounded^ and missing, of the right

division, in action with the enemj/f in advance of Chippem

way, July 5, 1814. '
«• <•

,

killed.-^ Royal artillery i—1 rank and file.

]s^ or rtmal Scots ;—1 captain, 4 aerjeantt, 58 rank and file.

8fA, or kmg*s regiment ;—8 rank and file.

tooth regiment ;—3 subalterns, 3 Serjeants, 64 rank and file.

MiUtia ;-^i captains, 1 subaltern, 9 rank and file.

TqttA killed—3 captains, 3 subniterns, 7 Serjeants, 135 rank aod file.

Vended—General stajfy—X captain. ^
Royal artillery ;<—4 rank and file.

Rjoytil artillery drivers ;—1 subaltern.

i9th light dragoons ;—-1 serjeant, 5 rank and file.

Is/, or royal Scots i— I field*of&cer, 2 captains, 7 subalterns, 4 Ser-

jeants 1^1 rank and file.

8/A, or king's regiment ;—1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 22 rank and file.

100/A regiment;—1 fieid-ofliccr, 2 captains, 6 subalterns, 11 ser-

. jeants, 114 rank and file.

Militia;— 1 6eld<ofBcer, 3 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 11 rank and file.

.^ Total wounded—3 field-officers, 5 captains, 18 subalterns, 18 Ser-

jeants, 277 rank and file.

J4iMing'—\ut, or royal Scots;—30 rank and file,
,

lOOM r«j[imcnt ;—l subaltern.

Mi7i7ia;—1 serjeant, 14 rank and file.

* Total missing—1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 44 rank and file.

Horses—2 killed, 1 missing.—Total, 3.

N. B. Tbe men returned missing, are supposed to be killed or wounded*

One 24-pouDder limber blown up ; 3 tumbrils damaged.
- EDWARD BAYNE?

'•';'.*.
,

Adjutant-general North America.

Nantes of officers killed and wounded*

KilUd'^lst battalion, royal Scots ;~Captain Bailey.

lOOtlA regiment

;

—Lieutenant Gibbon, ensign Ilea.

Jlft/ifia;«»Captain^ Rowe and Tomey, lieutenant M'Donnel.

Wounded—General s^/^;—Captain Holland, aide de camp to major-

general Riall, severely (not dangerously).

. Royal artillery drivers ;—Lieutenant Jack, slightly.

ist battalion, royal Scots ;—Lieutenant-colonel Gordon, slightly
;

captains Bird and Wilson, severely, and prisoners ; lieutenant W.
Campbell, severely ; lieutenants Fox, Jackson, and Hendrick, se-

verely ;
(not dangerously;) Lieutenant M'Donald, slightly ; lieute-

nant A. Campbell, severely ; lieutenant Conoel, severely.

8iA regiment ;—Lieutenant Boyd.

tOO/A regiment :—Lieutenant-colonel the marquis of Tweedale, se-

verely; (not dangerously ;) captain Sherrard, severely; (not danger-

ously;) captain Sleigh, severely; lieutenants Williams, Lyon, and
Valentine ; lieutenant Fortune, wounded and missing, supposed

prisoner; ensigns Clarke aad Johnson; adjutant Kingston*
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From Major-general Brown to the American secretary at war.

Sir, Chippeway Plains, July 6, 1814.

Excuse my silence ; I have been much engaged: Fort-Erie

did not, as I assured you it should not, detain me a single day.

At 11 o'clock on the night of the 4th, I arrived at this place

with the reserve, general Scott having taken the position about
noon with the van. My arrangements for turning and taking

in the rear the enemy's position edst of Chippeway was made
;

when major-jeneral Riall, suspecting our intention, arid adher-

Ing to the rule, that it is better to give than to receive an attack,

came from behind his works about 5 o'clock, in the aftcrnoua
of the 5th in order of battle. We did not baulk him. Before
6 o'clock his line was broken and his forces defeated, leaving

on the field 40U killed and wounded. He was closely pressed,

and would have been utterly ruined, but for the proximity of
his works, whither he fled for shelter.

The wounded of the enemy, and those of our own army,
must be attended to. They will be removed to Bu£faloc. This,

with my limited means of transportation, will take a day or
two, after which I shall advance, not doubting but that the gal.

lant and accomplished troops I lead, will break down aU oppo-
sition between me and Lake Ontario, when, if mot by the fleet,

all is well—if not, under the favour of heaven, we shill behave
in a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed report shall be made
in a dajr or two. I am, with the highest respect. Sec.

Uoqi. secretary of War. JACOB BROWN,

'
»9»»r^^»*»**^*-»'

No. 29.

American return of killed, wounded, and missing^ in the affair

of Chippeway, July bth, 1816

Arfillerif ',-—4 rank and file, killed; 8 ditto, wounded ; and 8 rank and
file, inissing.

9th regiment ;— 13 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 9
Serjeants, 39 rank and filo, wounded.

lllh ditto;— 1 Serjeant, 14 rank and file, killed ; 1 colonel, 1 subaltern,

6 Serjeants, 52 rank and file, wounded.
.

- •

j

19th ditto ;—3 rank and tile, killed ; 2 ditto, wounded.
^27 ditto

;

—8 rank and tile, killed ; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 2 Serjeants,

4t rank and file, wounded.
^Ih ditto ;— 1 Serjeant, 4 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 2 subalterns,

4 Serjeants, 62 rank aud file, wounded.

F F 2

m

r/t
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Militia;—i rnnk nrd file, killed ; 9 liittn, wounded ; 1 lieutenant-colo-

nel, 1 iDHjor, 1 cnptHin, 2 Serjeants, 3 rank and file, mi'>Ains;.

lndiun*\--9 rank and file, killed - 4 dirt«>, wounded ; 10 ditto, missing.

Total ;—2 sei-jeants, 58 rn/ik and file, killed ; 1 colonel, 8 cap-

tains, 7 subalterns, 14 serjeant«, 910 rank and file, wounded ;

1 lieutenant-rolunel, 1 major, 1 captain, S Serjeants, 14 rank

and file, missing.

#«#####»»»»»^

No. 80.

From iieutenant-general Drummond to sir G, Prevosi,

Head.quarterit, near Niagara Fall*,

Sir, July 27, 1814.

I embarked on board his majesty's schooner Netley, at York,
on Sunday evening, the 24th intant, and reached Niasiara at

day-break the following morning. Finding, from lieutenant*

colonel Tucker, that major-general BJall was understood to

be moving towards the Falls of Niagara, to support the ad.

ant ; of his division, which ho had pushed on to that place on
the preceding evening, I ordered lieutenant-colonel Morrison,
with the 89th regiment and a detachment of the royals and
king's, drawn from Fort George and Mississaga, to proceed to

the same point in order that, with the united force, I might act

againstthc enemy (posted at Street's Creek, with his advance

at Chippeway) on my arrival, if it should be found expedient.

I ordered lieutenant.colonel Tucker, at the same time, to pro-

ceed up the right bank of the riTer, with 300 of the 41st,

about 200 of the royal Scots, and a body of Indian warriors,

supported (on the river) by a party of armed seamen, under
captain Dobbs, royal nary. The object of (Ms movement was
to disperse, or capture, a body of the enemy, encamped at

Lewittown. Some unavoidable delay having occurred in the

march of the troops up the right bank, the enemy had moved
off previous to lieutenant.colonel Tucker's arrival. I have to

express myself satisfied with the exertions of that officer.

Having refreshtd the troops at Queenstown, and haTing

brought across the 41st, royals, and Indians, I sent back the 41st

and 100th regiments, to form the garrisons of forts George,

Mississaga, and Niagara, under lieutenael.colonel Tucker, and
moved with the 89th, and detachmentK qf the royah and king's,

and light company of the 4 1st, in all about 800 men, to join

major-general Uiall's division at the Falls.

When arrived within a few miles of that position, I met a

report from major-general Kiall, that the enemy was advancing

in great force. I immediately pushed on, and joined the head

of lieutenant-colonel Morrison's coluutas just as it reached
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fho road leading to the Beaver Dam, over (he summit of the

hill at Lundy't Lane. Instead of the whole of rnajur.gcncral

Kiall's division, which I expected to have found occupying this

position, 1 found it almost in (he occupation of the enemy,
nhose columns were within 600 yards of the top wf (he hill,

and the surrounding woods filled with his light troops. The
advance of major-general RialPs division, consisting of the

Glengarry light infantry and incorporated militia, having com.
menced a retreat upon Fort George, I countermanded these

corps, and formed the 80(h regiment, the royal Scots detach,

ment, and (he list light company, in the rear of the hill, their

left resting on the great road ; my two 34 pounder brass field

guns a little advanced, in Iront of the centre, on the summit of
the hill ; the Glengarry light infantry on the right ; the bat.

talion of incorporated militia, and the detachment of the king's

regimenton the left of the great road ; the squadron of the 10th

light dragoons in the rear of the left, on the road. I had
scarcely completed this formation when the whole front was
warmly and closely engaged. The enemy's principal efforts

were directed against our left and centre. After repeated at-

tacks, the troops on the left were partially forced back, and
the enemy gained a momentary possession of the road. This

gave him, however, no material advantage, as the troops which
had been forced back formed in the rear of the 89th regiment,

fronting the road, and securing the flank. It was during this

short interval that major-general Riall, having receireda severe

wound, was intercepdd as he was passing to the rear, by a
party of the enemy'it cavalry, and taken prisoner. In the cen.

tre, the repeated and determined attacks of the enemy w§re
met by the 89th regiment, the detachments of the royals and
king's, and the light company of the 41st regiment, with the

most perfect steadiness and intrepid gallantry, and the enemy
was constantly repulsed with very heavy loss. In so determined

a manner were their attacks directed against our guns, that our
artillerymen were bayonetted by the enemy while in the net of
loading, and the muzzles of the enemy's guns were advanced
within a frw yards of our's. The darkness of the night, during

this eictraordinary contiict, occasioned several uncommon iiici.

dents : our troops haying for a moment been pushed back, some
of our guns remained for a few minutes in the enemy's hands

;

they, however, were not only quickly recovered, but the two
pieces (a 6-pounder anda b\ inch howitzer) which the enemy had
brought up, were cap' ured by us, together wi^h several tumbrils,

and in limbering up our guns at one period, one of the enemy's

6.p.undcrs was put by misUke on a limber of ours, and one
of our 6.pouoders limbered on one of his : by which means
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the piece* were exchanged; ami thus, (hough wc captured two
of hU gunsi, yut, as he obtained une of ours, we huvu gained
only one gun.

About o'clock, (the action having commenced af 6,) there

wai a short Intermission of firing, uuring which it appcaro the

enemy was ruiploycd in bringing up the whole of hi« remaining
force; and he shortly afterwardn renewed his attack with fresh

troops, but was every whore repulsed with equal gallantry and
success. About thi« period the remainder of mujor.general
Kiall'sdiTi>i|on, which hud been ordered to retire on the advance
of the enemy, consisting of the K'Sd regiment, under colonel

Scott ; the head-quarter division of the royal Scots ; the head,
quarter division of the 8th, or king's ; Hank companies of the

104ih ; and some detachments of militia, under lieutenant-

colonel Hamilton, inspecting field officer, joined the troops en.
gaged ; and 1 placed them in a second line, with the exception of

the royal Scots and Hank companies of the 104lh, with which I

prolonged my line in front to the right, where i wasapprehen.
give of the enemy outflanking me.
The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were continued till about

midnight, when he had suffered so Kevcrely from the superior

steadiness and discipline of his majesty's troops, that he gave up
the contest, and retreated with great precipitation to his camp
beyond the Chippeway. On the following day he abandoned
his camp, threw the greater part of his baggage, camp equipage,

and provisions, into the Rapids, and having set fire to Street's

mills, and destroyed the bridge at Chippeway, continued his

retreat in great disorder towards Fort-Erie. My light troops,

cavalry, and Indians, are detached in pursuit, and to harass his

retreat, which 1 doubt not he will continue until he reaches his

own shore.

The loss sustained by the enemy in this severe action cannot

be estimated at less than 1500 men, including several hundred of

Iirisoners left in our hands; his two commanding generals,

irown and Scott, are said to be wounded, his whole force^

which has never been rated at less than £000, having been
engaged.

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit a return of our loss,

which has been very considerable. The number of troops under

my command did not, for the first three hours, exceed 1600 men

;

and the addition of the troops under colonel Scott, did not
encroase it to more than 2800 of every description.

A very diihcult, but at the same time a most gratifying duty-

remains, that of endeavouring to do justice to the merits of the

officers and soldiers by whose valor and discipline this impor-

tant success has been obtained. I was, rery early in the action,
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deprived of the sorrice of major-general Riall. who, I regret t»
learn, has suffere<l <Vo amputation of his arm* in the cnomy*i
possession: hit bravery, zeal, and actiTity, have alwajrs been
conspicuouit.

To lieutenant-coionel Harvey, deputy.adjatant.generat, I
am so deeply indebted for his valuable assistance previous to^

as well as his able and energetic exertions during, this lever*^

contr^t, that 1 feel myself called upon to point your ezcellen'^'fe

attertion to the distinguished merits of this highly deserving

oflicir, whose services have been particularly conspicuous in

ever/ affair that has taken place since his arrival in this pro*
vince. The zeal and intelligence displayed by major Glegg*,

assistant.adjutant-general, deserve my wannest approbation.

1 much regret the loss of a very intelligent and promising young
officer, lieutenant Moorsom, 101th regiment, deputy-assistant*

adjutant-general, who was killed towards the close of the

action. The active exertions of captain Eliot, depnty-
assistant.quartcr-master.general, of whose gallantry and conduct
I had occasion on two former instances to remark, were con«
spicuous. Major Maule and lieutenant Le Breton, of the

quartcr-master.general's department, were extremely useful td

me ; the latter was severely wonnded.
Amongst the officers from whose active exertions I derived

the greatest assistance, I cannot omit to mention my aides do
c&:np, captains Jervoise and Loring, and captain Holland, aide

de camp to major-general Hiall. Captain Loring was unfortu*

natcly taken prisoner by some of the enemy's dragoons, whilst

in the execution of an order.

In reviewing the action from its commencement, the first

object which presents itself, as deserving of notice, is the stea-

diness and good countenance of the squadron of the 19(h light

dragoons, under major Lisle, and the very creditable and
excellent defence made by the incorporated militia-battalion,

under lieutenant-colonel Robinson, who was dangerously

wounded, and a detachment of the 8th (king's) regiment, under
colonel Campbell. Major Kirby succeeded lieutenant-coionel

Robinson in the command of the incorporated militia-battalion,

and continued very gallantly to direct its efforts. This battalioii

has only been organized a few months, and, much to the credit

of captain Robinson, of the king's regiment, (provincial lieute-

nant-colonel,) has attained a highly respectable degree of

discipline.

In the reiterated and determined attacks which the enemy
made on our centre, for the purpose of gaining, at once, the

* It wag afterwards ascertained, that m^or-goDcral Riall> though ic-

vercly wounded, did not lose bis arm.

Jr; 1
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crest of the position, and our guns, the steadiness and intre|H.

dity displayed by the troops allotted for the defence of that post,

vfere never 8urpass(>d; they consisted of the 2d battalion of the

89th regiment, commaIldt^d by lieuteuant-colonel Morrison,

and after the lieutenant-colonel had been obliged to retire from
the field by a severe wound, by major Clifford ; a detachment of

the royal Scotts, under lieutenant Hemphill, and after he was
killed, lieutenant Fraser; a detachment of the 8th, (or King's,)

under captain Campbell; light company 41st regiment, under
captain Glew ; with some detachments of militia under lieute-

nant.colonel Parry, 103d regiment. These troops repeatedly,

>yhen hud pressed, formed round the colours of the 80th regl«

ment, and invariably repulsed the desperate efforts made against

them. On the right, the steadiness and good countenance of
the Ist battalion royal Scots, under lieutenant Gordon, on
some very trying orcasions, excited my admiration. The king's

regiment, Ist battalion, under major Erans, behaved with equal

gallantry and firmness, as did the light company of the royals,

detached under captain Stewart^ the grenadiers of the 103d,

detached under captain Browne; and the flank companies of

the 104th, under captain Leonard; the Glengarry light infan-

try, under lieutenant-colond Battersby, displayed mostvaluable

qualities as light troops ; colonel Scott, major Smelt, and the

officers of the 103d, deserve credit for their exertions in rally-

ing that regiment, after it had been thrown into momentary
disorder.

Lieutenant- colonel Pearson, Inspecting field-officer, directed

the advance with great intelligence; and lieutenant*coloncl

Drummond, of the 104th, heving gone forward with my per-

mission, early in the day, made himself actively useful in differ-

ent parts of the field, under my direction. These officers are
entitled to my best thank;:, as is lieutenant-colonel Hamilton,

inspecting field-officer, for his exertions after his arrival with

the troops under colonel Scott. The field-artillery, so long as

there was light, was well served.

, The credit of its efficient state is due to captain Mackonachie,
yrho has had charge of it since his arrival with this division.

Captain M'Litnchlan, who has charge of the batteries at Fort-
Miiibissaga, volunteered his services in the field on this occa-

sion. He was severely wounded. Lieutenant Tomkins de-

serves much credit for the way in which the two brass 24-poun.
ders, of which he had charge, were served ; as does Serjeant

Austin, of the rocket company, who directed the Congreve
rockets, which did much execution. The zeal, loyalty, and
bravery with which the militia of this part of the province had

come forward to co-operate with his majesty's troops in the ex.

w'
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pulsion of the enemy, and their conspicuous gallantry in this,

and in the action of the dth instant, claim my warmest thanks.

1 cannot conclude this despatch without recommending, in

the strongest terms, the following officers, whose conduct dur-
ing the bte operations has called for marked approbation ; and
I am induced to hope that your excellency will be pleased to

submit their names fur promotion to the most favorable consi.

deration of his royal highness the prince regent ; yiz. captain

Jervoise, my aide de camp ; captain Robinson, 8th (king's)

regiment, (prorincial lieutenant-colonel,) commanding the
incorporated militia ; captain Eliot, deputy asslstant.quarter.

master.general ; captain Holland, aide-decamp to major-gene-
ral Riall ; and captain Glew, 41st regiment.

This despatch will be deliyered to you by captain Jerroise,

my aide de camp, who is fully competent to give your excel-

lency every further information you may require.

I have the honor to be, &c.

GORDON DRUMMOND,
His excellency sir G. Prevost, lieutenant-general.

&c. &c. &c.

No. 31.

Return of the killed, wounded^ missing, and taken prisoners^

of the right division of the army in Upper Canada, under
the command of lieuteuant-generai Drummond, in action
with the enemy mar the Falls of Niagara^ ^bth of Julu^
1814. ,_._ _„,^

-, ,,,,..: ^ .-. -

General Stuffi—i deputy assiatant'adjutant-general, killed ; 1 lieu

tenant-general, 1 major-general, 1 inspecting field-officer, 1 deputy
assistant quarter>master-general, wounded ; 1 aide de camp, prisoner.

I9th light dragoon*

\

—S horses killed; 2 rank and file, 10 horses,

wounded ; 1 rank and file, 1 horse, missing.

Provincial light dragoons i—'i rank and file, 3 horses, missing ; 1 cap-
tain, prisoner.

Rotfa/enfiineeri;—! subaltern, raisi'ng.

Rojfal artillery ;—1 captain, 12 rank and file, wounded ; 7 rank and
file, missing.

Hot/al marine-artillery;—! Serjeant, 1 rank and file, prisoners.

Royal artillery drivert\—'l\ horses killed ; 3 rank and file, 4 horses

wounded ; 1 rank and file, 8 horses, missing.

N.B.—Two privates, 41st regiment, and 2 privates of the 89th regi-

ment, attached to royal artillery drivers, missing, not included.

\st, or royal Scots ',— 1 subaltern, 15 rank and file, killed; 1 captain,

3 subalterns; 6 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 106 rank and file, wouuded; S
subalterns, 3 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 35 rank and file, missing.
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Wh Cor king's) regiment;—i2 rank and file, killed; 3 subaUerns, 8
•erjeante, 64 rank and file, wounded; 1 quartcr-mastcr, 112 rank and
£lc, missing.

4\st regiment -,—S rank and file, killed; 9 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 31
rank and file, wounded.

89/A regiment ;—1 captain, 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 26 rank and file,

killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 10 subalterns, 9
'scrjeants, 2 drummers,

166 rank and file, wounded ; 3 Serjeants, 4 drummlrs, S rank and file,

missing; 1 captain, prisoner.

lOSd regiment;—6 rank and file, killed ; 1 subaltern, 3 Serjeants, 1

drummer, 42 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, missing; 1 cap-
tain, 2 subalterns, 1 Serjeant, 2 rank and file, prisoners.

104^/i regiment;—! rank and file, killed; 5 rank and file, wounded.
Glengarry light infantry ;—1 serjeani, 3 rank and file, killed ; 1 sub-

altern, 3 Serjeants, 27 rank and file, wounded ; 2 Serjeants, 6 rank and
file, missing; 1 subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 11 rank and file, prisoners.

Incorporated viilitia y—~\ subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 4 rank and file,

killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 4 subalterrs, 3 Serjeants, 32
rank and file, wounded ; 3 Serjeants, 72 rank and file, missing { 1 cap-
tain, 1 subaltern, 1 quarter-master, 14 rank and file, prisoners.

1st Lincoln militia }—1 rank and file, killed.

ad Lincoln militia ;—l subaltern, wounded.
4lh Lincoln militia;—-! captain, 1 subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 1 rank and

file, wounded ; 1 captain, 1 quarter-master, missing.

5th Lincoln militia;—'! major, 1 Serjeant, 2 rank and file, wounded.
ad York militia ;—1 major, 2 captains, 2 subalterns, 4 rank and file,

wounded.
General total—1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 deputy assistant-adjutant-

general, 4 Serjeants, 75 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant-general, 1

major-general, 1 inspecting field-officer, 1 deputy assistantquarter-

master-general, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 8 captains, 25 subalterns, 31 Ser-

jeants, 5 drummers, 482 rank and file, wounded; 1 captain, 3 subal-

terns, 2 quarter-masters, 11 Serjeants, 5 drummers, 17J rank and file,

missing; 1 aide de camp, 4 captains, 4 subalterns, 1 quarter-master, 4
seijeants, il8 rank and file, prisoners; 14 horses, k

wounded; 12 horses, missing.

Total killed, 84
Total wounded, 559
Total missing,

Total prisoners.

193
42

Total, 878

as-

Names of officers killed, wounded, and prisoners.

Officers killed-^General Staff;—Lieutenant Moorsom, deputy

sis tant-adjutant-general.

Royal ^Vo/s;—Lieutenant Hemphill.

89/A regiment ;—Captain Spunner, lieutenant Latham.
Incorporated militia t—Ensign Campbell.

OJjicers wounded—General <<q^;—Lieutenant-general Drummond,
severely; (not dangerously ;) major-general Riall, severely, and prisoner;

lieutenant-colonel Pearson, slightly ; lieutenant Le Breton, severely.

Koyal artillery;—Captain Maclachlan, dangerously.

'Roi/ul Scots;—Captain Brereton, slightly; lieutenant Ilaswcll, se-
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verely; (not dangerously;) lieutenant Fraser, severely, (not dange-
rou^'ly,) und missing.

8th {or king's) /r/^i'mcnt;— Lieutenant Noell, ensign Swayne,
slightly; ensign iVl'Dunald, severely.

89th regiment ;—Lieutemint-colonel Morrison, lieutenants Sander-
son, 8tetle, Pcarce, Taylor, Lloyd, and Miles, severely ;

(nol dange-
rously;) lieutenant Redmond, adjutant llupper, slightly; lieutenant

Grey, ensign Saunders, dangerously.

103d regiment ;—Lieutenant Langhorn, slightly.

Glengarry light i«/«n<rv;— Lieutenant U. Kerr, slightly.

Incorporated mi/uia ;—Lieutenant-culuncl Robinson, dangerously;

captain Fraser, severely; caotain Washburn, sliglitly; captain McDo-
nald, severely

;
(left arm amputated ;) lieutenant M'Dougall, nturially;

lieutenant Raian, severely; lieutenant Hamiltoi;, slightly; ensign

M'Donald, severely.

2d Lincoln militia ;—Adjutant, Thompson, slightly.

4th Lincoln i^tlitia ;—>Captain W. Neilis, ensign Kennedy, slightly.

&th Lincoln fflt/i^ta;—Major Hath, severely.

2d York militia;—Major Simons, severely; ciptain Mackay,
slightly; captain Rock man, severely.

Officers missing— Ro^al engineers;—Lieutenant Yall.

Royal Scots;—Lieutenant Clyne; lieutenant Litinont, supposed to be
prisoner.

8/A {or King's) rrgimen^ ;—Quarter-master G. Kirnan.
4th Lincoln militia ;—Captain H. Ncllis, quarter-master Bell.

Officers prisoners— General s<<<^;-^Captain Loring, aide de camp
to lieutenant-general Drummond.

103d re^'imen^;—Captain Brown; lieutenant Montgomery, and
wounded ; ensign Lyon.
. Glengarry light infantry ;—Ensign Robins.

Incorporated militia ;—Captain M'Lean, ensign Whort ; and quarter-
master Thompson.

Provincial light dragoons;—Capt. Merritt.

89lh regiment ;— Cap.ain Gore.

EDWARD BAYNES, adj.-gen.

J. HARVEY, lieut.-col.

dep..adj. gen.

No. 32.

From major.gen. Brown to the American secretary at war.

Sir, (No date.)

Confined as I was, and hare been, since (he last engagement

with the enemy, 1 fear that the account 1 am about to give

may be less full and satisfactory than under other circumstanced

it might have been made. 1 particularly fear that the conduct

of the gallant men it was my good fortune to lead will not be

noticed in a way due to their fame, and the honor of our
country.

You are already apprised, that the army had, on the 25th

I*- (.
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ul(. taken a position at Chippewa^. About noon of that day,

colonel Swift, who was posted at Lewistown, advised roe, by
express, that the enemy appeared in considerable force in

Queenstown, and on its heights; (hat four of the enemy's fleet

had arrifed on the precedini; night, and were then lying near

F«rt Niagara; and that ?. number of boats were in view,

moving up the strcight. Within a few minutes after this intel-

ligence had been received, 1 was further informed by captain

Denmon, of the quarter-master's department, that ihe enemy
were landing at Lewistown, and that our baggage and stores at

Schlosser, and on their way thither, were in danger of immedi-

ate capture.

It is proper here to mention, that having received advices as

late as the ^Oth, from general Gaines, that our tieet was then in

port, and the commodore sick, we ceased to look for co-ope-

ration from that quarter, and determined to disencumi er our-

selves of baggage, and march directly to Burlington Heights.

To mask this intention, and to draw from Schlosser a small

supply of provisions, 1 tell back upon Chippeway. As this

arrangement, under the encreased force of the enemy, left much
at hazard on our side of the Magara, and as it appeared by the

before stated information, that the enemy was about to avail

himself of it, 1 cone ived that the most effectual method of

recalling him from this object was to put myself in motion
towards Queenstown. General Scott, with the 1st brigade,

Towson's artillery, and all the dragoons and mounted men,
were accordingly put in march on the road leading thither,

'with orders to report if the enem^ appeared, and to call for

assistance, if that was necessary.

On the general's arrival at the falls, he learned that the

enemy was in force directly \r his front, a narrow piece of

wood alone intercepting his view of them. Waiting only to

give this information, he advanced upon them, ^y the time

assistant.adjutant-general Jones had delivered this message, the

action began, and before the remaining part of the division had
crossed the Chippeway, it had become close and general

between the advanced corps. Though general Ripley with

the 2d brigade, major Hindman with the corps of artillery, and
general Porter, at the head of his command, had respectively

presSvid forward with ardor, it was not less than an hour
before they were brought to sustain general Scott, during which
time his command most skilfully and gallantly maintained the

conflict. Upon my arrival 1 found that the general had passed

the wood, and engaged the enemy un the Queenstown road,

and on the ground to the left of it, with the liitb, 11th, and
22d regiments, and i'owson's artillery.

The 25th had been thrown to the right, to be governed by
circumstances. Apprehending that these corps were much
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exhausted, and knowing that they hnd suffered severely, I

determined to interpose a new line with the advancing troops,

and thus disengage general Scott, and hold his brigade in

reserve. Orders were accordingly given to general Ripley.

The enemy's artillery at this moment occupied a hill which gave
him great advantages, and was the key of the whole position.

It was supported by a line of infantry. To secure the victory,

it was necessary to carry this artillery, and seize the height.

This duty was assigned to colonel Miller, while, to favor its

execution, the 1st regiment, under the command of colonel

Nicholas, was directed to menace and amuse the infantry. To
my great mortification, thi^ regiment, after a discharge or two,
gave way, and retreated some distance before it could be rallied,

though it is believed the ofhcers of the regiment exerted them-
selves to shoiten (he distance.

In the mean time, colonel Miller, without regard to this

occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly to his object, and
carrieti the height and the cannon. General Ripley brought
up the 33d (which had also fauitercd) to his support, and the

enemy disappeared from before them. The 1st regiment was
now brought into a line on the left of the 91st, and the

detachments of the 17th and l9th, general Porter occupying,
with his command, the extreme left. About this time colonel

Miller carried the enemy's cannon.

The i^dth regiment, under major Jessup, was engaged in a
most obstinate conflict with ail that remained to dispute with us
the field of battle. The major, as has been already stated, had
been ordered by general Scott, at the commencement of the

action, to take ground to his right. He had succeeded in

turning the enemy's left flank,—had captured (by a detachment
under captain Ketchum) general Riuil, and sundry other

officers, and showed hirasalf again to his own army, in a blaze

of fire, which defeated or destroyed a very superior force of
the enemy. He was ordered to form on the right of the 2d
regin)ent. The enemy rallying his forces, and, as is believed,

having received reinforcements, no^v attempted to drive us from
our position, and regain his artillery. Our line was unshaken,

and the enemy repulsed. Two other attempts, having the same
object, had the same issue. General Scott was again engaged

in repelling the former of these; and the last I saw of him on
the field of battle, he was near the head of his column, and
giving to its march a direction that would have placed him on
the ene y's right. It was with great pleasure 1 saw the good
order and intrepidity of general Porter's volunteers from the

moment of (heir arrival, but during the la&t charge of the

enemy those qualities v^ere conspicuous.
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Stimulated by the examples set them by their gallant leader,

by major Wood, of the PeiinsyWania corps, by colonel Dobbin,
of New York, and by their officers generally, they precipitated

themselves upon the enemy's line, and made all the prisoners

which were taken at this point of (he action.

Having been for some time wounded, and being a good deal

exhausted by loss of blood, it became my wish to devolve the

command on general Scott, and retire from the field ; but on
inquiry 1 had the misfortune to leurn, that he was disabled by
wounds; I therefore kept my post, and had the satisfaction \o

see the enemy's last elTort repulsed. I now consigned the

command to general Ilipley.

While retiring from the field, I saw and felt that the victory

was complete on our part, if proper measures were promptly
adopted to secure it. The exhaustion of the men was, how*
ever, such as made some refreshment necessary. They particu.

larly required water. I was myself extremely sensible of the

want of this necessary article. I therefore bclifved it proper
that general Ripley and the troops should return to camp, after

bringing off the dead, the wounded, and the artillery ; and in

this I saw noidifficulty, as the enemy had entirely ceased to act.

Within an hour affer my arrival in camp, 1 was informed that

general Ripley had returned without annoyance, and in good
order. I now sent for him, and, after giving him my reasons

for the measure I was about to adopt, ordered him to put the

troops into the best possible condition ; to give them the neces-

sary refreshment; to take with him the piquets and camp guards,

and every other description of force, to put himself on the field

of battle as the day dawned, and there to meet and beat the

enemy if he again appeared. To this order he made no objec«

tion, and I relied upon its execution.. It was not executed. I

feel most sensibly how inadequate are my powers in speaking of

the troops, to do justice cither to their merits or to my own
sense of them. Under abler direction, they might have done
more and better.

From the preceding detail, you have now evidence of the

distinguished gallantry of generals Scott and Porter, of colonel

Miller and major Jcssop.

Of the 1st brigade, the cht'^f, with his aide de camp. Worth,
his major of brigade, Smith, and every commander of battalion

were wounded.
The 2d brigade suffered less ; but, as a brigade, their conduct

entitled them to the applause of their country. After the

enemy's strong position had been carried by the 2lst and
the detachments of the 17th and I9th, the 1st and 23d assumed

a new character. They could not again be shaken or dismayed.
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Major MTarland, of the latter, fell nobly at the head of his

battalion.

Under the command of general Porter, the militia volunteers
6f Pennsylvania and New York stood undismayed amidst the

hottest fire, and repulsed the veterans opposed to them. The
Canadian volunteers, commanded by colonel Wilcox, are re-

ported by general Porter as having merited and received hit

approbation.

The corps of artillery, commanded by major Hindman,
behaved with its usual gallantry. Captain Towson's company,
attached to the 1st brigade, was the first and last engaged, and
during the whole conflict maintained that high character which
they had previously won b*- their skill and valor. Captains

Biddle and Ritchie were both wounded early in the action, but

refused to quit the field. The latter declared that he never

would leave his piece ; and, true to his engagement, fell by its

side, covered with wounds.
The staff of the army had its peculiar merit and distinction

;

colonel Gardner, adjutant-general, though ill, was on horse-

back, and did all in his power; his assistant, major Jones, was
Tery active and useful. My gallant aides de camp, Austin and
Spencer, had many and critical duties to perform, in the dis.

charge of which the latter fell. I shall ever think of this young
man with pride and regret; regret that his career has been so

short,—pride that it has been so noble and distinguished.

The engineers, majors Macrae and Wood, were greatly dis.

tinguished on this day, and their high military talents exerted

with great effect ; they were much under my eye, and near my
person, and to their assistance a great deal is fairly to be

ascribed ; I must earnestly recommend them, as worthy of the

highest trust and confidence. The staff of generals Ripley and
Porter discovered great zeal and attention to duty. Lieutenant

E. B. Randolph, of the 20th regiment, is entitled to notice; his

courage was conspicuous.

I enclose a return of our loss; those noted as missing may
generally be numbered with the dead. The enemy had but little

opportunity of making prisoners.

1 have the honor to be, sir, &c.

JACOB BROWN.
Hon. John Armstrong, secretary at war.
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No. 33.

Return of the killed^ wounded^ and missing, of the division

of the armif under the command of major-general Brown^
at the battle of Bridgezcater, Jultf 25M, 1814.

General staff";—1 major-general, 1 brif^ndieff^encrnl, 2 aides de
camp, 1 hrittade-major, wont)ded; 1 brigade-m.njor, missing.

Lifiht dragoons;— 1 rank and file, killed ; 3 rank and file, wounded.
Art'tUertf;— 1 captain, rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 3 subalterns,

1 sepeant, 1 musician, SO rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file,

missing.

1st regiment infantry;— li rank and file, killed; 2 subalterns, 18
rank and file, wounded ; and 2 rank and file, missing.

9th ditto;— 1 captain, 2 suhnlterns, 1 serjeant, 12 rank vnd file,

killed; 1 mnjor, 1 captain, 1 paymaster, 1 qunrter^inaster, 5 subalterns,

7 Serjeants, 74 rank and file, wounded; one subaltern, 3 Serjeants, 11
rank and file, missing.

llth regiment

;

— 1 captain, 2 Serjeants, 25 rank and file^ killed; t

major, 1 captain, 6 subalterns, 9 Serjeants, 1 musician, 85 rank and file^

woundeil ; 1 subaltern, 2 rank and file, missing.

21sf regiment;—-l subaltern, t Serjeants, 12 rank and file, killed; I

captain, 5 ^^ubnlterns, 1 serjeant, 63 rank and file, wounded; 19 rank
and file, missing.

2S(/ regiment

;

—2 Serjeants, 34 rank and file, killed ; 1 colonel, 3
captains, 4 subalterns, 9 Serjeants, 1 musician, 73 rank and file,

wounded ; 3 subalterns, 2 Serjeants, 12 rank and file, missing

2S(/ regiment ;— 1 major, 2 serjeants, 7 rank and file, killed ; 1 cap-
tain, 6 subalterns, 1 serjeant, 44 rank and file, wounded; 3 serjeant*,

24 rank and file, mi&sing.

^Sth regiment;—! captain, I subaltern, 26 rank and file, killed; 1

major, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 6 serjeants, 56 rank
and file, wounded ; 1 serjeant, 14 rank and file, missing.

Canadian volunteei)i;—\ rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file,

wounded ; 8 rank and file, missing.

Pennsylvania regiment;— 1 adjutant, 1 serjeant, 9 rank and file,

killed; 1 major, 1 quarter-master, 1 subaltern, 21 rank and filci

wounded ; 1 captain, missing.

Nizo York mititi'i;— 1 captain, 3 rank and file, killed ; 1 lieutenant-

cnlonel. 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 10 rank and hie, wounded; 1 subal-

tern, missing.

Total—Killed, 1 major, 5 captains, 1 adjutant, 4 subalterns, 10
serjeants, 150 rank and file. Wounded, 1 niajur-general, 1

brigadier-general, 2 aides de camp, 1 brigade- major, I colonel,

1 lieutenant- colonel, 4 majors, 7 captains, I adjutant, 1 pay-

master, 3 quarter-in;isters, 32 subalterns, 36 serjeants, S musi-

ciaiis, 478 rank and Hie. IVIi!«sing, I briciide-mnjor, 1 captain,

6 subalterns, 9 serjeant!*, 93 rank and file.
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From lieutenant Conkling to captain Kennedij.

Sir,

Fort-Georjfc, Upper Canada,
Aug. 16, 1814.

With extreme regret I have to make known to you the cir-

cumstances attending the capture of the Ohio and Somers. On
the night of the 12th, between the hours of 11 and 12, the

boats were seen a short distance a-head of the Somers, and
were hailed from that vessel : they answered ^' provision-

boats," which deceived the officer of the deck, as our army-
boats had been in the habit of passing and repassing throughout
the night, and enabled them to drift athwart his hawse, and cut

his cables ; at the same time pouring in a heavy fire, before he
discovered who thry were. Instantancoujly they were along-

side of me, and notwithstanding my exertions, aided by Mr.
M'Calty, acting sailing-master, (who was soon disabled,) I was
unable to repulse them, but for a moment. 1 maintained the

quarter-deck until my sword fell, in consequence of a shot in

the shoulder, and nearly all on deck either wounded or sur-

rounded with bayonets. As their force was an overwhelming
one, I thought farther resistance vain, and gave up the vessel,

with the satisfaction of having pei formed my duty, and
defended my vessel to the last.

List of killed and ivounded.

Ohio ;—Killed, 1 ; wounded, 6.

Somers;—Wounded, 2. . .- - .,„

The enemy's loss in killed and wounded is much more consi-

derable ; among the killed is the commanding officer of the

Netley, (lying here,) captain RatclifTe ; he fell in attempting to

come over my quarter. Notwithstanding the number of muskets

and pistols which were fired, and the bustle inseparable from

enterprises of the kind, neither the fort nor the Porcupine

attempted to fire, as we drifted past them ; nor did we receive

a shot until past black Rock, though they might have destroyed

us with ease. Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. CONKLING.

We expect to be sent to Montreal, and perhaps to Quebec
directly.

Edward P. Kennedy, esq. commanding the

United States naval force on Lake Eric.
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No. 35.

From lieutenant genertd Drummond to sir George Prevost.

SiK, Camp before ForUEric, August Id, 1814.

Ilavini^ reason to bclicfe that a suflicient impression had been
produced on the works of the enemy's fort, by the fire of tiie

battery which I had opened on it on the morning of the 13th,

and by which the stone building was much injured, and the

general outline of the parapet and embrazures very much altered,

I was determined on assaulting the place; and accordingly made
the necessary arrangements 'or attacking it, by a heavy column
directed to the entrenchments on the side of Snak-hill, and
by two columns to advance from the battery, and assault th«

fort and entrenchments on this side.

The troops destined to attack by Snake-hill, (which con>
sisted of the king's regiment and that of Do Wattevillc's, with
the flank companies of the 89th and lUOth regiments, under
licutenant.colonul Fischer, of the regiment of DeWatteville,)

marched at four o'clock yesterday afternoon, in order to gain

the vicinity of the point of attack in suflicient time.

It is wi(h the deepest regret I have to report the failure of

both attacks, which were made two hours before day-light thisi

morning. A copy of lieutenant-colonel Fischer's report, here-

with enclosed, will enable your excellency to form a tolerable

correct judgment of the cauiic of the failure of that attack ;

had the head of the column, which had entered the place with,

out difhculty or opposition, been supported, the enemy must
have fled from his works, (which were all taken, as was con«

tern plated in the instrnctions, in reverse,) or have surrendered.

The attack on the fort and entrenchments leading from it to

the lake, was made at the same moment by two columns, one
under lieutenant-colonel Drummond, 104th regiment, consisting

«f the flank companies 4lHt and 104th regiments, and a body
of seamen and marines, under captain Dobbs, of the royal

navy, on the fort ; the other under colonel Scott, 103d, con-

sisting of the 103d regiment, supported by two companies of

the royals, was destined to attack the entrenchment!). These
columns advanced to the attack as soon as the tiring upoa
colonel Fischer's column nas hoards and succeeded alter a

desperate resistanct', in niakiujT a lodgt'inent in the fort through
the ornbrazurcs ol the demi-bastion, the guns of which they

ha<i actually turned against the enemy, u ho still nnintained the

stone btiiidiiig, when, mopt unfortunately, some amivunition,

which had been placed under the platlorm, caught lire trom tiie

firing of the guns in the rear, am! a -.nost tremendous explosion

foIiov\cd, by which ahuost all the troops which hrid entered

[: W
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fg Vrevost,
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the place were dreadfully mangled. Panic ivas instantly com«
municatcd to the troops, who could not be persuaded that the

explosion was accidental, and the enemy, at the same time,

pressing forward, and commencing a heavy fire of musketry,
the fort was abandoned, and our troops retreated towards the

battery. 1 immediately pushed out fhe 1st battalion royals, to

support and cover the retreat, a service which that valuable corps

executed with great steadiness.

Our loss has been screre in killed and wounded : and I am
sorry to add that almost all those returned ^^ missing," may
be considered as wounded or killed by the explosion, and left in

the hands of the enemy.
The failure of these most important attacks has been occa.

sioned by circumstances which may be considered as almost

justifying the momentary panic which they produced, and
which introduced a degree of confusion into the columns which,

in the darkness of the night, the utmost exertions of the

officers were ineffectual in removirvg.

The officers appear invariably to have behaved with the most
perfect coolness and bravery ; nor could any thin:; exceed the

steadiness and order with which the advance of lieutenant,

coltnel Fischer's brigade was made, until emerging from a

thick wood, it found itself suddenly stopped by an ah'attis, and
within a heavy fire of musketry and guns from behind a for.

midable entrenchment. With regard to the centre and left

columns, under colonel Scott and lieutenant-colonel Drummond,
the persevering gallantry of both officers and men, until the

unfortunate oxp' )Bion, could not be surpassed. Colonel Seott,

103d, and liev.'.enant.coloncl Drummond, 104th regiments,

who commanded the centre and left attacks, were unfortu.

nately killed, and your excellency will perceive that almost

every officer of those columns was either killed or wounded by
the enemy's fire, or by the explosion.

My thanks are due to the under mentioned officers ; viz. to

licutcnant.colonel Fischer, who commanded the right attack ;

to major Coore, aide de camp to your excellency, who accom.

panied that column ; major Evans, of the king's, commanding
the advance; major ViUatlc, De Watteville's; captain Basden,

light company ft9lh ; lieutenant Murray, light company 100th;

1 also beg to add (he name of captain Powell, of tlio Glengarry

light infantry, employed ou the staff as deputy-assistant in the

quarter-master-sjenerdPs department, whoconducU'd lieutenant-

colonel Fischer's column, and tirst entered the enemy's entrench-

ments, and by his coolness and gallantry particularly distin-

guished himself; major Villatte, of De Watteville's regiment,

who led the coluain of attack and en'erod the entrenchments;

as did lieuteuunt Voung ot the king's reginu ut, with abmit 5U
t)
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men of the light uompanici of the kingS and Do Wattoville^i

regiments: captain Powell reports that surjcaut Powell, of the

10th dragoDns, who was perfectly acquainted with the ground,
volunteered io act as a guide, and preccedcd the loading .«ub«

division in the most intrepid style. In the centre and left

columns, the exertions of major Smelt, 103d regiment, who
succeeded to the command of the left column, on the death of

colonel Scott; captains Leonard and Shore, of the l()4th flank

companies ; captains Glew, Bullock, and O'Keefe, 4l8t flank

companies ; captain Dobbs, royal navy, commanding a party

uf volunteer seamen and marines, are entitled to my acknow-
ledgments (they are all wounded). Nor can I omit mentioning,
in the strongest terms of approbation, the active, zealous,

and useful exertions of captain Kliut, of (he 103d regiment, de-

puty assistant-quarter-master.general, who was unfortunately

wounded and taken prisoner ; and captain Barney, of the 89th
regiment, who had volunteered his services as a temporary assist-

ant ill the engineer department, and conducted the centre column
to the attack, in which he received two dangerous wounds.
To major Phillot, commanding the royal artillery, and cap-

tain Sabine, who commanded the battery as well as the field-

guns, and to the officers and men of that valuable branch of
the service, serving under (hem, I have io express my entire

approbation of their skill and exertions. Lieutenant Charlton,

royal artillery, entered the fort with the centre column, fired

several rounds upon the enemy from his own guns, and was
wounded by the explosion. The ability and exertions of lieu-

tenant Philpot, royal engineers, and the officers and men of
that department, claim my best acknowledgments.

To lieutenant-colonel Tucker, who commanded the reserve,

and to lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inspecting field-ofllicer, and
lieutenant-colonel Battersby, Glengarry light infantry, and
captain Walker, incorporated militia, I am greatly indebted

for their active and unremitted attention to the security of the

out-posts.

To the deputy adjutant..gencra1, and deputy quarter-master.

general, lieutenant-colonel Ijarvoy, and lieutenant'colonel

JVlyers, and to the officers of their departments, respectively,

as well as to captain Foster, my military secretary, and the

officers of my personal staff, 1 am under the greatest obliga.

tions for the assistance they have afforded me. My acknow-
ledgments arc due to captain D'Alson, of the QOth regiment,

brigade-majur to the right division, and to lieuttnant-colonel

Nichol, quarter-master-general of militia, the exertions of

deputy commissioner-general Turqtiand, and the officers of

that department, for the supply of the troops; and the care

and attention of 8taff>surgcon O'JVIaly, and the medical officers
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of tho diTi''ion) to (ho sick and wounded, aUo claim my
thanks.

I have thr honor to bo, Sec.

, w ' CORDON DRUMMOND,
licutenant.gcnoral.

His excellency sir George Prcvostj bart. Sec,

No. 30.

From lieutenanUColonel Fischer io lieutenant-general

sir Gordon Drummond.

Sift, Camp, August 15, 1814.
I have tho honour to report to you, for tho iniformation of

lieutenant-general Drummond, that, in compliance with tho

instructions 1 received, tho brigade under my command, con-
sisting of .the 8th and Da Wattcvillo's regiment, the light

companies of the 89th and 100th, with a detachment of

artillery, attacked this morning, at 2 o'clock, the position of
the enemy on Snake-hill, and, to my great concern, failed in

its attempt.

The flank companies of the brigade, who were formed under

the orders of major Evans, of the kind's regiment, for the

purpose of turning the position between Snake>hill and tho

lake, met with a check at the abattis, which was found im.

penetrable, and was prevented by it to support major De
Villatte, of De Watteville's, and captain Powell of the quiir.

ter-master-general's department, who, actually with a few meu,
had turned the enemy's battery.

The column of support, consisting of the remainder of De
Watteville's and the king's regiment, forming the reserve, la

inarching too near the lake, found themselves entangled be.

tween the rocks and the water, and, by the retreat of the flank

companies, were thrown into such confusion, as to render it

impossible to give them any kind of formation during the dark,

ness of the night, at which time they were exposed to a most
galling fire of the enemy's battery, and the numerous parties in

the abattis ; and I am perfectly convinced that the great num-
ber of missing, are men killed or severely wounded, at that

time, when it was impossible to give them any assistance.

After day-break the troops formed, and retired to the camp.

I enclose a return of casualties.

J. FISCHER,
Lieutenant-colonel Do Wattevillo's regt.
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Jteturn of killed^ zeounded, and missing^ of the right dusisioriy

in the assault of Fort-Erie, the I'oth of Augmty 1814.

Killed— Rot/fil artillffj/

;

— 1 rank and file.

Rojjul marine artilleri/

;

— I rank and file.

ist, or royul Scots ; 1 captain.

8//*, or hinges OH H ;
— 1 litotenant, 1 sprjeaiit, 15 rank s»nd file.

601h light cflwpmi/ ;— 1 rank and filr.

\03d regiment ;
— 1 lieiitciioiit-colonil.

Wil/i regiment ;— 1 lioiitcnanl-foioncl,

WatteTille^s regiment ;— 1 drummer, 33 rank and file.

Wounded—Genend staff;— 1 deputy-assibtant-qnarter-master-gcneral.

Royal artillery ;— 1 rank and file.

Royal iiaiy;— 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, I master, 12 seamen.
• Royal marines ;— 10 rank and file.

\st, or royal Scots;— 1 captain, 1 lieute'innt, 2 Serjeants, 16 rank

and file.

8th, or hinges oun ;— 1 lieutenant, 14 rank ar.d file.

4\st^ftank companies;—2 captains, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 2 Serjeants,

S3 rank and file.

89th light company;— 1 captain, 1 rank and file.

100//* light company ;— 2 rank and file.

103rf regiment ;-~\ major. 2 captains, 6 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 10
Serjeants, ) drummer, 120 rank and file.

. 104//< regiment

;

— 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 seijeants, 2 druinmeri,

23 rank and file.

' Wdtleville's regiment

;

— 1 Serjeant, 26 rank and file.

Glcngurrif light infantry ;— I rank and file.

Missing—General staff;— 1 dcputy-assistant-quartef-raastcr-general,

Royalarlillery\—'i rank and file.

t. Royal navy;— 1 midshipman, 7 seamen. -

• Jioyw/ ;H«ri«es ;—.1 Serjeants, 17 rank and file. '

^stt or royal Scots;—49 rank and file.

^th, or kings oan;— 1 Serjeant, 15 rank and file,

AUtJlank fompanifs ;—t\ lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 Serjeants, ST rank
and file.

80th li<:ht company ;— 3 rank and file.

\O0th light company :—\ lieutenant 2 Serjeants, 5 rank and file.

\03d regiment; I captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 adjutant, 30
Serjeants, 3 drummers, 246 rank and file.

The numVtr returned missing, the greater part supposed killed
'-

'

hy the explosion of a magazine.

104/A repmrnt; 1 Serjeant, 23 rank and file.

Watteville's regiment ;'—\ seijeant, 82 rank and file.

Incorporated militia;— 1 rank and file.

fAal-~Killed;—2 licutenant-coloncls, 1 captain, 1 lieutennnt, 1 ser»

jcant, I Druiuuier, 51 rank and file.



it divisiorty

, 1814.

nd file.

ter- general,

iien.

nts, 16 rank

), 2 Serjeants,

1 ensign, 10

2 druinmeri,

:r-geneial,

lilts, ST rank

and file,

adjutant, 30

uused killed

;nant, 1 ser»

APPENDIX. 455

Wounded;— I deputy-assistant-quarter-master-general, 1 major, 8

captains, 11 lieutenants, 2 ensigns. 1 master, 12 8e»mei!, 20 ^er«

jeants, 3 drummers, 250 rank and file.

Missing i-^l deputy-assistant-quartcr-master-general, 1 cnptaiii, S

lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 midshipman, I adjutant, 7 seamen, 41

Serjeants, S drumnters, 479 rank and file.

Names of ofTiccrs, killed, wounded, and missing.

KiUed^-\sf, or royflZ Sco's;—Captain Torrens.

81 fi regimetit;—Lieutenant Noel.

i03d regiment ;—Colonel Scoti,

104^^ regiment;—Litutenantcolonel Drumniond.

Wounded ^General stuff';—Captain Powell, deputy-assistnnt«quarter-

mfister-gcneral, sligiit contusion.

Ji»^fl/ WMf^^ ;—Captain DoUbs, lieutenant Stevenson, slightly; Mr.
Harris, master, seveiely.

Is^ or roiyfl^ 5fo/s ;—Captain Rowan severely; lieutenant Vaughun,
slightly.

9ith regiment
;— Lieutenant Young, slightly.

4lsl flank com. unies;—Captains Glew and Bullock, severely ; licute*

nant Ilailes, slightly ; ensign Towiishoiid, severely.

8;)/// regiment
;
—Captain Rarney, severely.

} 001h regiment;—Volunteer Fraser, severely.

\03d 7'C|fu«cn^;—Major Smolt, severely; captain Gardiner, severely;

captain Coleclougli, sevci tly, and prisoner ; lieutenaiu I'nlloii, se-

verely ; lieutenant Chailtcjn, severely, and prisoner; lieutenant

Coppage, jun. dangerously; lieutenant Meagher, slightly; lieute-

nants Burrows and Uazin, severely; ensign Na^h, severely.

I04th flank companies ;— Captain Leonard, lieutenant M'Lauglilan,

severely

.

Missing—Generul stuff;— Captain Elliot, deputy-assistaut-quarler-

master-general.

Jloi/ul Navy
;—Mr. Hyde, miilihipinan.

4 1 s< ^on/c com/;«>ties;—Lieutenant Garner, ensign Hall.

lOOM light compani/ ;'—JJieutennnt Murray, wounded and prisoner.

I03d regiment;— Captain Irwin, lieutenant Kaye, ensign Uuey,
lieutenant and adjutant Pcttit.

J. HARVI-V, lieut-col.

Deputy-adjutant-generaJ,

No. 38.

From brigadier-general Gaines $o the American secretary at

tear.

DEAR STTi,

My heart is gladdened with gratitude to heaven and joy to

my country, to have it in my power to inform you, that thu

gallant army, under my command, has this morning bcateu the

enemy, cumaianded by lieutenant-general Drummund, after a
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seipere conflict of near three hours, commencing at 2 o*cIoc1c,

A.M. They attacked us oa each flank, got possession of the

salient bastion of Old Fort Erie, which was regained at the

point of the bayonet with a dreadful slaughter. The enemy's

loss, in killed and prisoners, is about 600—near 300 killed.

Our loss is considerable, but I think not one-tenth part as

great as that of the enemy. I will not detain the express to

give you the particulars. I am preparing my force to follow

up the b!ow. With great respect and esteem.

Your obedient servant,

EDMUND P. GAINES,
Hon. J. Armstrong, Brigadier-'general, commanding.

Secretary at war.

**rts-r***ts»^^*

^ '

No. 39.

Vi'om licatcnanUcoloncl M^Kay
M'DoualL

to lieutenant-colonel

Prairie du Chien, Fort M'Kay,
Sir, July 27, 1814.

1 have the honor io communicate to you, that I arrived here

on the 17th instant at 12 o'clock ; my force amounting to 650

men: of which, 150 were Michigan fcncibles, Canadian volun-

teers, and oflicers of the Indian department, the remainder

Indians.

I found that the enemy had a small fort, situated on a height

immediately behind the village, with two blockhouses, per-

fectly saft from Indians, and that they had six pieces of can-

non, and 60 or 70 elfective men, officers included. That, lyii)^

at anchor in the middle of the Mississippi, directly in front of

the fort, there was a very large gun-boat, called governor

Clark, gun-boat No. 1, mounting 14 pieces of cannon, some

6 and 3 pounders, and a number of cohorns, manned with 70

or 80 men with muskets, and measuring 70 feet keel. This

floating blockhouse is so constructed, that she can be rowed in

any direction, the men on beard being perfectly safe from small

arms, while they can use their own to the greatest advantage.

At half-past 12 o'clock, I sent captain Anderson with a (lag

of truce, to invite them to surrender, which they refused. My
intention was not to have made an attack till Jicxt morning at

day-light; but, it being impossible to controul the Indians, 1

ordered our gun to play upon the gun-boat, which she did with

a surprizing good ell'cct ; for, in the course of three hours the

time the action lasted, she lircd 86 rounds, two-thirds of which

went into the governor Clark. They kept up a constant lire
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upon US, both from the boat and fort. We were an hour be.

tween two fires, having sun our gun up within musket-shot of
the fort, from whence we beat the boat out of her station. She
cut her cable and ran down the current, and was sheltered under
the island. We were obliged to desist, it being impossible,

with our little barges, to attempt to board her, and our only

gun in pursuit of her would have exposed our whole camp to

the enemy ', she therefore made her escape.

On the 19lh, finding there were only six rounds of round
shot remaining, including three of the enemy's we had picked

up, the day was employed in making lead bullets for the gun,
and throwing up two breast-works : one within 700ya.d.s, and
the other within 450 yards of the fort. At six in the evening,

every thing being prepared, I marched to the first breastwork,

from whence I intended to throw in the remaining six rounds.

At the moment, the first ball was about being put into the can.

non, a white flag was put out at the fort, and immediately an
officer came down with a note and surrendered. It being too

late, I deferred making them deliver up their arms in form till

morning, but immediately placed a strong guard in the fort,

and took possession of the artillery. From the time of our
landing till they surrendered, the Indians kept up a constant,

but perfectly useless fire, upon the fort; the distance from
whence they fired was too great to do execution, even had the

enemy besn exposed to view.

I am happy to inform you, that every man in the Miohigan
fencible.«, Canadian volunteers, and officers in the Indian dc
partment, behaved as well as I could possibly wish ; and,

though in the midst of a hot fire, not a man was even wounded,
except three Indians ; that is, one Pnant, one Fallsevine, and
oneScoux, all severely, but not dangerously.

One lieutenant, 24th U. S. regiment ; one militia captain, otic

militia lieu^enan^, three Serjeants, three corporals, two musi-

cians, 53 privates, one commissary, and one interpreter, have
been made prisoners. One iron 6-pounder, mounted on a gar-

rison carriage ; one iron 3-poundcr, on a ficld-carriage : three

swivels, 61 stand of arms, four swords, one field-carriage for

6-pounder, and a good deal of ammunition ; 28 barrels of

pork, and 46 barrels of Uour : these arc the principal articles

found in the fort when surrendered.

I will now take the liberty to request your particular atten-

tion to w,a plains Rollette and Anderson ; the former for his ac-

tivity in many instances, but particulatly during <he action.

The action having commenced unexpectedly, he ran down from

the upper end of the village, with his company, through the

heat of the fire, to receive orders ; and before and since, rn

being instrumental in preserving the citizens from being quite

%



^,.^ If

,; ^ i

..I w

458 APPENDIX.

ruined by pillaglni; Indians; and the latter, for his unwearied
attention in keeping every thing in order during the route, and
his activity in following up the cannon during the action, and
asssisting in tran!<porting the ammunition. Lieutenant Portier,

of captain Anderson's company ; lieutenants Graham and
Brisboisi, of the Indian department ; captain Dean, of the

Prairie du Chien militia; and lieutenant Powell, of the Green
Bay, all acted with courage and activity, so becoming Cana-
dian militia or volunteers. The interpreters also behaved well,

but particularly M. St. Germain, from the Saulte St. Marie,

and M. Rouville, Scoux intcrpcter : they absolutely pre-

vented their Indians committing any outrage in the plundering

^vay. Commissary llonore, who acted as Iictonant in captain

lloUette's company, whose singular activity in saving and keep-
ing an exact account of provisions, surprised me, and without

which we must unavoidably have lost much of that essential

article. The Michigan fencibles, who manned the gun, behaved
Avith great courage, coolness, and regularity. As to the Ser-

jeant of artillery, too much cannot be said of him ; for the

fate of the day, and our success, were to be attributed, in a
great measure, to his courage, and well-managed firing.

Since writing the foregoing, a few Sanks have arrived from
tlic rapids, at the Rock river, with two Canadians, and
bring the following information : On the 21st instant, six

American barges, three of which were armed, were coming up
and encamped in the rapids ; that, in the course of the nigbt,

the party of Indians having the four bags of gunpowder I sent

from this on the 17th, reached them. The barges being "sn-

camped at short distances from each other, they, on the 22d,

early in the rooming, attacked the lowest, and killed about 106
persons, took five pieces of cannon, and burnt the barge

;

the other barges seeing this disaster, and knowing there were
I^ritish troops here, ran off. This is, perhaps, one of the

most brilliant actions, fought by Indians only, since the com-
mencement of the war. I have, &c.

W. M'KAY, lieutenant-colonel,

Lieut..col. M'Douall, commanding at Michiiimacinac.

No. 40.

From lieutenant'Coloncl M^Douall to sir George Prcvosf.

Sir, Michiiimacinac, August 14, 1814.

I have reported to liciitendnt-general Drummond the parti-

culars of the attack made by the enemy on this post on the 4th
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instant. My situation was embarrassing. I knew that they

could land upwards of 1000 men ; and, after manning the

guns at the fort, I had only a disposable force of 140 to meet
them, which I determined to do, in order as much as fmssiblo

to tncuura^e the Indians, and having the fullest confidence in

the little detachment of the Newfoundland regiment. The
position I took up was excellent, but at an unavoidable and
too great a distance from the forts, in each of which I was
only able to leave 25 militiamen. There were likewise roads

upon my flanks, every inch of which Avas known to the enemy,
by means of the people formerly residents of this island, which
were with them. 1 could not atford to detach a man to guard
them.

My position was rather too extensive for such a handful of
men. The ground was commanding, and, in front, clear as I

could wish it. On both our Hanks and rear, a thick wood.
My utmoht wish was, that the Indians would only prevent the

enemy from gaining tho woods upon our flanks, which would
have forced them upon the open ground in our front. A na.
tural breastwork protected my men from every shot; audi
had told them that, on a close approach of the enemy, thev
were to pour in a volley, and immediately charge ; numerous
as they were, all were fully confident of the result.

On the advance of the enemy, my 6-pounder and 3-pounder
opened a heavy fire upon them, but not with the efTect they

should have had : being not well manned, and for want of an
artillery -otlicer, which would have been in aluable to us. They
moved slowly and cautiously, declining to meet me in the oped
ground, but gradually gaining my left flank ; which the In-

dians permitted, even in in Aouds, without firing a shot. I

was even obliged to weaken my small fronl, by detaching the Mi-
chigan foncibles to oppose a parfy of the enemy, which were
aidvanclng to the woods un my right. 1 now received accounts

from major Crawford, of the militia, that the enemy's two
large ships had anchored in the rear of my left, and that troops

were moving by a road in that direction towards the forts. I,

therefore, immediately moved, to place myself between them
aid the enemy, and took up a position effectually covering

them ; from whence, collecting the greater pivrt of the Indians

who had retired, and taking with mt major Crawford and

about 50 militia, I again advanced to support a party of the

Ji'allsovine Indians ; who, with thei"* gallant chief, Thomas,
had commenced a spirited attack upon the enemy; who, in a
short time, lust their second in command and several other

ofllccrs ; seventeen of which we counted dead upon the field,

besides what they carried olf, and a considerable number
^uuudccV The enemy retired ip the utmost haste and cunf'i.
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siun, followed by the troops, till thoy found shcKcr uiidur tlic

Tery powerful broadside of their ships, anchored within a few

yards of the shore. They re'eiii barked that evening, and the

vessels immediately hauled off.

1 have the honour. Sec.

R, M'DOCJALL, lieutenant colonel.

His cxccll«ncy sir George Prevost, &c.

»*»r*»**4
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No. 41.

Vrom lieutenant Bulger to lieutenant.colonel M'DoualL

Sir, Michilimacinac, September 7, 1814.

I have the honor to report to you the particulars of the cap.

ture of the United States' schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, by
a detachment from this garrison, under the command of lieute«

nant Worsley, of the royal navy, and myself.

In obedience to your orders, we left Michilimacinac on the

^Tening of the 1st instant, in four boats, one of which was
manned by seamen under lieutenant Worsley, the others by a

detachment of the royal Newfoundland regiment, under myself,

lieutenants Armstrong, and lladenhcrst. We arrived near the

D4tour about sun-set on the following day ; but nothing was
attempted that night, as the enemy's position had not been cor.

rcctly ascertained. The troops remained the whole of the 3d
ii^tant concealed amongst the roads, and about 6 o'clock that

evening began to move towards the enemy. We had to row
about six miles, during which (he most perfect order and silence

reigned. The Indians which accompanied us from Machinac,
were lef^t about three miles in the rear. About 9 o'clock at

night we discerned the enemy, and had approached to within

100 yards of them Lefore they hailed us. On receiving no
answer, they ope>':<>d a smart fire upon us, both of musketry
and of the 24>pounder. All opposition, however, was in vain ;

and in the course of five minutes, the enemy's vessel was
boarded and carried, by lieutenant Worsley and lieutenant

Armstrong on the starboard- side, and my boat and lieutenant

Kadcnhurst's on the larboard. She proved to be the Tigress,

commanded by sailing-master Champlin, mounting one long 24.

pounder, and with a complement of 30 men. The defence of

this vessel did credit to her olTicers, who were all severely

wounded. She had three men wounded and three missing,

supposed to have been killed and thrown immediately over-

board. Our loss is two seamen killed, and several soldiers and
seamen slightly wounded.

On the morning of the 4lh iubtant the prisoners were scatiu
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a boat to Machinac, under a guard, and \ro prepared to attack
the olhcr schooner, which we understood was anchored 16
miles further down. The position of the Tigress was not
altered ; and, the better to carry on the deception, the Ame.
rican pendant was kept flying. On the 5th instant, we dis.

cerned the enemy's schooner heating up to us ; the soldiers I

directed to keep below, or to lie down on the deck, to avoid

being seen. Every thing succeeded to our wish ; the enemy
came to anchor about two miles from us in the night ; and, a^s

day dawned on the 6th instant, wo slipt our cable, and ran

down under our jib and foresail. Every thing was so well

managed by lieutenant Worsley, that we were within ten yards
of the enemy before they discovered us. It was then too late;

for, in the course of five minutes, her deck was covered with
our men, and the British flag hoisted over the American. She
proved to be the Scorpion, commanded by lieutenant Turner,
of the United States' navy ; carrying one long 24-poundcr in

her hold, with a complement of 32 men. She had two men
killed, and two wounded. I enclose a return of our killod

and wounded, and am happy to say that the latter are but
slight.

To the admirable good conduct and management of lieutenant

Worsley, of the royal navy, the success is to be in a great

measure attributed ; but I must assure you, that every oiTicer

and man did his duty. !

I have the honor to be, &c.

A. II. BULGER,
lieutenant royal Newfoundland regiment.

Tolieutcnant.coIonelM'Douali, &c. &c.

Return of killed and wounded of the troops, employed In the cap-

ture of the United States' schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, on tiie

3d and 6ih of September, 1814.

"Royal artillery

;

— 1 rank and file, wounded.
Royal Newfoundland regiment;— 1 lieutenant, 6 rank and file, wounded.

Officer wounded.

Lieutenant Bulger, sliglitly.

N. B. Tliree seamen killed.

No. 42.

From Sir George Prevost to Earl Bathunt.

Head-quarters, Plaltsburg, State of New York,
My Lord, Sept. 11, 1814.

Upon the arrival of the reinforcements from the Garonne, I

loU no tinie in assembling three brigades on the fruyiticr ut

~f
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Lower Canada, extending from the river Richelieu to the St.

Lawrence, and in forming them into a division under (he com*
inand of major-general De Rottenburg, for the purpose of

carrying into eflect his royal highness the prince regniCs com-
mands, which had been conveyed to me by your lordship in

your despatch of the 3d of June last.

As the troops concentrated and approached the line of sepa-

ration between this province and the United States, the Anuri-
can army abandoned its entrenched camp on the river Chazy,
at Champlain ; a position 1 immediately seized, and occupied

in force on the 3d instant. The following dity, the whole of

the loft division advanced to the village of Ciiazy, viithout

meeting the least opposition from the enemy.
On the 5th, it halted within eight miles of (his place, having

surmounted the difliculties created by the obstructions in the,

road from the felling of trees and the removal of bridges. The
next day the division moved upon Plattsbiirg, in two c((lumns,

on parallel roads; the right column led by majur-general

Power's brigade, supported by four companies of light in-

fantry and a demi-brigade, under major>general Robinson ; the

left by major-general Brisbane's brigade.

The enemy's militia, supported by his regulars, attempted to

impede the advance of the right column, but they were driven

before it from all their positions, and the column entered Platts-

burg. This rapid movement having reversed the strong position

taken up by the enemy at Dead ceck, it was precipitately

abandoned by him, and his gun-botts alone left to defend the

ford, and to prevent our restoring the bridges, which had been

imperfectly destroyed—an inconvenience soon surmounted.

Ifere I found the enemy i?i the occupation of an elevated

ridge of land on the south branch (bank) of the Saranac,

crowned with three strong redoubts and other Jkid works, and

block-houses armed with heavy ordnance, with their (lotilla*

at anchor out of gun-shot from the shore, consisting of a ship,

a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and (en gun-b()ats.

1 immediately coinmunieated (his circnTU'-hMico to captain

Downie, who had been recently appointed to command (ho

vessels + on Lake Champlain, consisting of a ship, a brig, two

sloops, and 12 gun-boats, and requested his co.()}>cra(ioii, and

in the mean time batteries were constructed lor the guns

brought from the roar.

On the morning of the IHli, our flotilla was seen over (ho

isthmus which joins Cumberland-head with the main-land,

* Tlie Saratojca, 26 puns; Siirprisp, 20 gum ; Thiindrrer, Ifi guiis ;

Prrl)l«-, 7 RHUS : 10 pun tiuu)'', I 1 Huns.

•f-
Tlie Coiitiaiice, ati pn:i« : Liiiiirt, ISgitas; Broke, l()j;iU)»; Sliaimoii.

10 guns } I'2 gun-boats, 16 guus.
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steering for Plattsburg Day. T immediately ordered that part

of the brigade under major>gencral Robinson, which had been
brought forward, cotisisting of our light infantry companies,

third battalion 27th and 76th regiments, and major-general

Power's brigade, consisting of the third, (ifth, and the first bat.

talion of the 27th and 58th regiments, to force the fords of the

Saranac, and advance, provided with scaling-lailders, toescaladc

the enemy's works upon the heights; this force was placed under
the command of major-general Ilubinson. The batteries opened
their fire the instant theshi|)$ enuaged.

It is now with deep concern J inlorm your lordship, that not-

withstanding the intrepid valor with which captain Downio
led his flotilla into action, my most sanguin:)ry hoprs of com-
plete success were, not long afterwards, blasted, by a com-
bination, as appeared to us, of unfortunate events, to which

naval warfare is peculiarly exposed Scarcely had his majesty's

troops forced a passage across the Saranac, and ascended the

height on which stand the enemy's works, when I had the

extreme mortification to hear the shout of victory from the

encmy''s works^in conse«]uence of the British flag being lowered

on board the Conliance and Linnet, and to see our gun-boats

seeking their safety in flight. This unlooked-for event de-

prived me of the co-operation of the fleet, without which the

further prosecution of the service was become impracticable, 1

did not hesitate to arrest the course of the troops advancing to

the attack, because the most t;omplete success would have been
unavailing, and the possession of the enemy's works olTered no
advantage to compensate for the loss we must have sustained in

acquiring possession of them.

1 have ordered the batteries to be dismantled, the guns with-

drawn, and the baggage, with th-j wounded men who can be
removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that the troops may
return to Chazy to-morrow, and on the follow ing day to

Charoplain, where I propose to halt until I have ascertained

the use the enemy propose making (>f the naval ascendancy
they have acquired on T^akc Champlain.

1 have the honor to transmit herewith returns of the loss

sustained by the left diviiion of this army in its adv'ance tj

Plattfaburgj and in forcing a passage across the river Saranac.

Karl Bathurst, &c.

I have the the honor, Sec.

GEORGE P.IEVOST.

*c'l:

\f

r?
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No. 43.

Return of killed, n^ounJed, and missing, of the left division,

under the command of major-general l)e Rottenburg, in

action xcith the enemt/ from the 6th to the 14M of September

^

inclusive.
*

General ituff;— 1 general stnfF, wounded.

19/A li^ht dragoons ; 1 rank and flic, 2 horses, wounded ; 5 rank and
file, (3 horses, missing.

Roi^al artillery; 1 Serjeant, 1 rank and file, 1 liorse, killed ; ii rank

and flie, wounded.
3d fool

;

— 1 captain, 1 ensign, killed; 4 lientennnts, 1 scrjcant, 34
rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank and file mibMug.

5thfoot ;— 1 rank and file, killed ; 1 rank and file, wouiulcd.

81 li foot, 2d battalion
;
— I rank and fde, wounded.

\3thfoot ;—2 rank and file, wounded.

Qlthfoot, \st battalion ;

—

',i rank and file, killed; 1 scrjcant, 13 rank
and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing.

27th foot, 3d battalion;— 1 serjeant, Q rank and file, killed; 3 8Cr>

jennts, II rank and file, wounded ; 4 rank and file, unssing.

49//* foot ;
—3 rank and file, wounded.

bSthfoiit ; 4 rank and flic, killed ; 1 cuptain, 2 lieutenunttj, 1 scrjenut,

29 rani and file, wounded.
76th foot ;— I captain, I serjeant, 10 rank and file, killed : 3 rank

and flie, wounded; 3 lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 20 rank

and flIe, missing.

88thfoot ;--9 rank and file, wounded.

Ve Meuron's regiment ;— I scjjcant, 5 rank .nd file, killed ; I serjeant,

14 rank und file, wounded ; rank and file, niissing.

Canadian chaxscu7s ;—4 rank and file, killed; 10 rank and file, wound>
ed ; 1 lieutenant, 7 rank and file, missing. . . . ^

39/A/oo/ ;--l rank and file, wounded.
Total ;— 2 captains, I ensign, 4 Serjeants, SO rank and file, 1

horse, killed ; 1 general staff, 1 captain, G lieutenants, 7 Ser-

jeants, 135 rank and file, 2 horses, wounded ; 4 lieutenants, 2
Serjeants, 1 drummer, 48 rank and file, 6 horses, missing.

Names of officers, killed, wounded, and missing.

Killed—3dfoot ;—Captain (brevet lieutenant-colonel) I. Willington,

ensign J. Chapman.
76thfoot ;—Captain J. Purchase.

Wounded—General staff ;—Captain T, Crosse, aide de camp to ma-
jor-general De Rottenburg, slightly.

3d foot ;— Lieutenant U. Kingsbury, severely
;
(since dead ;) lieute-

nant J. West, severely ; lieuten.ijits G. Benson, and J. Home, slightly.

b8lhf{tot;—Captain L. Westropp, severely ; lieutenant C. Brokier,

blightly ; lieutenant and adjutant Lewis, slightly.

Missing—76th foot

;

— Lieutenants G. Hutch, G. Ogilvie, and E.
ISIarchington.

C'(«orf*fln c^flWCurs:*-X.i€ulenant E. Vigneau.

EDWARD BAYNES,
Adjutant-general North America.

'4
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No. 44.

From sir James Lucas Yeo to Mr. Crokery

H. M. S. St. Lawrence, Kingston,
Sir, September 24, ISli.

I have the honor to transmit, for the iftformafion of the

lordi^ commiasiuncrs of the admiralty, a copy of a letter from
captain Pring, late commander of his majesty's brig Linnet.

It appears to mc, and I hare good reason to believe, that

captain Downie was urged, and his ship hurried into action,

before fhc was in a fit state to meet the enemy.
1 um also of opinion, that there was not the least necessity

for our squadron giving the enemy such decided advantages,

by going into their hay to engage them. Even had they beeti

successful, it would not in the least have assisted the troops in

storming the batteries ; whereas, had our troops taken their

batteries first, it would have obliged the enemy's squadron to

quit the bay, and give ours a fair chance.

1 have the honor, to be, Scc»

JAMES LUCAS YEO,
Commmodore and commander in chief.

J. W. Croker, esq. &c. &c. Sec,

No. 45. ,
'

'"
\

From major-general Macombe to the American secretary at

Sir, Plattsbtirg, Sept. 15, 1814.

The governor-jjeneral of the Canadas, sir George Prcvost,

having coJlecte^l all the disposable force in Lower Canada, with

a view of conquering the couittry as far as Crown Point, and
Ticonderago, entered the territories of the United States on
the 1st of the month, and occupied the village of Champlain:
there he avowed his intentions, and issued orders and proclama-

tions, tending to dissuade the people from their allegiance, and
inviting them to furnish his army with provisions. He immedi.

ately began to impress the waggons and trams in the vicinity,

and loaded them with his heavy baggage and store^^. From this

1 was persuaded he intended to attack this place. 1 had but

just returned from the lines, whirc I had commanded a Hue
brigade, whicli was broken up to form the division under

major.gcncral Izard, and ordered to the westward. Being
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senior officer, he left me in command ; and, except the four
companies of the 6th regiment, T had not an organized batta.

lion among those remaining. The garrison was composed of

confalescents and recruits of the new regiments, all in the

greatest confusion, as well as the ordnance and stores, and the

works in no state of defence. To create an emulation and zeal

among the officers and men in completing the works, I divided

them into detachments, and placed them near the several forts

;

i^eclaring in orders, that each detachment was the garrison of
its own work, and baund to defend it to the last extremity.

The enemy advanced cautiously and by short marches, and our
soldiers worked day and night, so that by the time he made hit

appearance before the place we were prepared to receive him.

General Izard named the principal work Fort.Moreau ; and,

to remind the troops of the actions of their brave countrymen,
I called the redoubt on the right Fort-Brown, and that on the

left Fort*Seott. Besides these three works, we had two block*
houses strongly fortified. Finding, on examining the retumi
of the garrison, that our force did not exceed 1600 effectiva

men for duty, and well informed that the enemy had as many
thousands, I called on general Mooers, of the New York
militia, and arranged with him plans for bringing forth the

militia en masse. The inhabitant& of the village tied with their

families and effects, except a few worthy citizens and some boys,

who formed themselves into a party,, received rifles, and were
exceedingly useful. By the 4lh of the month, general Mooers
collected about 700 militia, and advanced seven miles on the

Beckman-town road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and
to skirmish with him as he advanced ; also to obstruct the roads

with fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake-

road, at Dead creek bridge, i posted 200 men, under captain

Sproul, of the 13th regiment, with orders toabattis the woods,
to place obstructions iii the road, and to fortify himself : to

this party I added two field.pieces. In advance of that posi.

tion was lieutenant-colonel Appling, with 1 10 riflemen, wat<|h-

injs the movements of the enemy, and procuring intelligence.

tt was asoartained, that before day- light on the 6th, the enemy
would advance in two columns, on the two roads before men.
tioned, dividing at Sampson's a little below Chazy village. The
column on the BeCkman-town road proceeded most rapidly

;

the militia skirmished with his advanced parties, and except a

few brave men, fell back mo6t precipitately in the greatest

(disorder, notwithstanding the British troops did not deign to

fire on them, except by their flankers and advanced patroles.

The night previous, 1 ordered major Wool to advance with a

detachment of 250 men to suppbrt the militia, and set them au
example of firmness 5 also captain Leonard, of the light-artii-
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lery, was directed to proceed with, two pieces to be on tlie

ground before day ; yet he did uot make his appearance until

eight o'clock, when the enemy hail approached within two
miles of the village. With his conduct, therefore, I am not
well pleased. Major Wool, with his party, disputed the road
with great obsMnacy, but the militia could not be prevailed on
to stand, notwithstanding the exertions of their general and
staff.ofiicers ; although the fields were divided by strong itone
walls, and they were told that the enemy could not possibly

cut them off. The state dragoons of New Vork wear red
coats ; and they being on the heights to watch the enemy, gave
con«>tant alarm to the militia, who mistook them for the enemy,
and feared his getting in their rear

Finding the enemy's columns had penetrated within a mile of
Piattsburg, I despatched my aidede camp, lieutenant Hoot, to
bring off the detachment at Dead creek, and to inform lieute-

nant-colonel Appling that I wishi-d him to fall on the enemy's
right flank. The colonel fortunately arrived just in time to

save his retreat, and to fall in with the bead of a column de>
bouching from the woods. Here he poured in a destructive

fire from his riflemen at rest, and continued to annoy the

enemy until he formed a junction with major Wool. The
field,pieces did considerable execution among the enemy*s

columns. So undaunted, however, was the enemy, that he
never deployed in his whole march, always pressing on in

column. Finding that every road was full of troops, crowding
on us on all sides, I ordered the field^pieces to retire across th«

bridge, and form a battery for its protection, and to cover the

retreat of the infantry, which was accordingly done, and the
parties of Appling and Wool, as well as that of Sprout,
retired, alternately keeping up a brisk fire until they got under
cover of the works. The enemy's light troops occupied the

houses near the bridge, and kept up a constant firing from the

Vinduws and balconies, and annoyed us much. I ordered thtm
to be driven out with hot shot, which soon put the houses in

flames, and obliged those sharp-shooters to retire. The whole
day, until it was too late to see, the enemy's light troops endea.
vonred to drive our guards from the bridge, but they suffered

dearly for their perseverance. An attempt was also made to

cross the upper bridge, where the militia handsomely drove
them back. The column which marched by the lake.road was
much impeded by the obstructions, and the removal of the

bridge at Dead creek ; and, as it passed the creek and beach,

the gallies kept up a lively and galling fire. Our troops being

now all on the south side of the Saranac, I directed the planks
t,o be taken off the bridges and piled up in the form of breast,

works, to CO?er our parties intended for disputing the pissutjtf,

u u 2

•V



468 APPENDIX.

%

which afterwards enabled . us to hold the bridges against Tcry

superior numbers. From the 7(h to (he 14th, the enemy was
employed in getting on his battering*train, and erecting his

batteries and approaches, and constantly skirmishing at the

bridges and fords. By this time the militia of New York and
the volunteers of Vermont were pouring in from all quarters.

I adviset! general Mooers to keep his force along theSaranac to

prevent the enemy's crossing the river, and to send a strong

body in his rear to harass him day and night, and keep him in

continual alarm. The militia behaved with great spirit after

the first day, and the volunteers of Vermont were exceedingly

serviceable. Our regular troops, notwithstanding the constant

skirmishing, and repeated endeavours of the enemy to cross

the river, kept at their work day and night, strengthening the

defences, and evinced a determination to hold out to the last

extremity. It was reported that the enemy only waited the

arrival of his flotilla to make a general attack. About eight in

the morning of the 11th, as was expectetl, the flotilla appeared
in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine bore down and
engaged at anchor in the bay off the town. At the same instant

the batteries were opened on us, and continued throwing bomb-
shells, shrapnells, balls, and Congreve rockets, until suB^set^

when the bombardment ceased, every batt|fy of the enemy
being silenced by the superiority of our fire. The naval en*

gagement lasted but two hour;), in full view of both armies.

Three efforts were made by the enemy to pass the river at the

commencement of the cannonade and bombardment, with a
view of assaulting the works, and they had prc'pared for that

purpose an immense number of sraling.ladders. One attempt

to cross was made at the village bridge, another at the upper
bridge, and a third at a ford about three miles from the

works. At th» two first he was repulsed by (he regulars—at

the ford by the brave volunteers and militia, where he suffered

severely in killed, wounded, and prisoners : a considerable

bpdy crossed the stream, but were cither killed, taken, or

driven back. The woods at this place were very favorable to

the operations of the militia. A whole company of the 76th

regiment was here destroyed, t' e three lieutenants and %7 men
prisoners, the captain and the rest killed. I cannot forego the

pleasure of here stating the gallant conduct ofcaptain M^Glassin,
of the 15th regiment, who was ordered to ford the river, and
attack a party constructing a battery on the right of the enemy's
line, within 600 yards of Fort.Brown, which he handsomely
executed at midnight, with 50 men ; drove off ihe working
party, consisting of 150, and defeated a covering party of the

same number, killing one officer and six men in the charge, and
wounding many. At dusk the enemy wUhdiew his artillery

r H ju
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from the batteries, and raised the siege ; and at nine, under
cover of the night, sent otf, in a great hurry, all the baggage
he could find transport fur, and also his artillery. At two the

next morning the whole army precipitately retreated, leaving

the sick and wounded to our generosity ; and the governor left

a note with a surgeon, requesting the humane attention of the

commanding.gcneral.
Vast quantities of provision were left behind and destroyed

;

also an immense quantity of bomb-shells, cannotubaiis, grape-

shot, ammunition, flints, &c. entrenching tools of all sorts,

also tents and marquees. A great deal has been found con.

ceakd in ponds and creeks, and buried in the ground, and a vast

quantity carried off by the inhabitants. Such was the precipi.

tance of his retreat, that he arrived at Chazy, a distance of

eight mile«, before we discovered he had gone. The light

troops, volunteers, and militia, pursued immediately on learn,

ing of his flight, and some of the mounted men made prisoners

five dragoons of the l9th regiment, and several others of the

rear.guard. A continual fall of rain and a violent storm pre.

vented further pursuit. Upwards of 300 deserters have come
in, and many are hourly arriving. We have buried the British

officers of the army and navy with the honors of war, and
shewn every attention and kindness to tliose who have fallen

into our hands. The conduct of the officers, non-commissioned

officers, and soldiers of. my command, during the trying occar

sion, cannot be represented in tuo high terms.

•t^fffi! (Uf>'jrf» to *'}rnBf}ntor? S!*' ALEX. MACOMB.
The loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, prisoners, and

deserters, since his (irst appearance, cannot fail short of 2500.

Hon. 1. Armstrong.

f»(Ji; A>f.nt^ti\i.\j 'tit . 1^ Af^ >ui\ .(^ri^f tV«II |'>ij«iUi:)

From major-general De Watteville^ to lieutenanUgeneral

Drummond, , . .

i-i , fi} J^b'irtl Camp beforeTort-Erie,

ftfj Sir, Sept. 19, 1814.
' I have the honor to report to you, that the enemy attacked,

on the 17th in the afternoon at three o'clock, our position

before Fort-Erie, the 2d brigado, under colonel Fischer, com-

posed of the 8th and de Watteville's regiments, being on duty.

Under cover of a heavy lire of his artillery from Fort-Erie,

and much favorrd by the nature of the ground, and also by the

state of the weather, the rain falling in torrents at the moment

of his approach, tlic enemy succeeded in turuing the right of

m
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our line of piqueti , without being perceived, and with a ferf
considerable force, attacked both the piquets and support, in

their flank and rear : at the aame time, another of the enemy 'a

columns attacked, in front, the piquets between No. 2 and No.
3 batteries, and, haring succeeded in penetrating by No. 4
piquet, part of his force turned to his left, and thereby sur.

rounded our right, and got almost immediate possession of

No. 3 battery. The enemy then directed his attacks, with a
ery superior force, towards No. 2 battery ; but the obstinate

resistance made by the piquets, under every possible disadvan-

tage, delayed considerably his getting possession of No. 3 bat-

tery ; in which, however, he at last succeeded.

As soon as tlie alarm was given, the 1st brigade, being next

for support, composed of the royal Scots, the Hid and 80th

r^ments, under lientcnant-colonel Gordon, received orders to

march forward ; and also the light demi-brigade under lieute-

nant-colonel Pearson : the 6th regiment remaining in reserve,

under lieutenant-colonel Campbell. From the Concession,

road, the royal Scots, with the 89th as support, moved by the

new road, and met the enemy near the block-house, on the

right of No. 3 battery ; whom they engaged, and, by their

steady and intrepid conduct, checked his further progress.

The 82d regiment, and three companies of the 6th regiment,

were detached to the left. In order to support Nos. 1 and 2
batteriet'. The enemy having, at that tiine, possession of No. 2
battery, and still pushing forward, seven companies of the 82d,

under major Proctor, and the three companies of the 6th, under
major Taylor, received directions to oppose the enemy's forces,

and immcdiatrly charged them with the most intredid bravery,

driving them back across our entrenchments ; and also from
No,l3 battery, thereby preventing their destroying it, or da.

maging its guns in a considerable deg-rce. Lieutenant-colonel

Pearson, with the Glengarry light infantry, under lieutenant,

colonel Battersby, pushed forward by the centre-road, and
attacked, and carried, withlreat gallantry, the new entrench-

ment, then in full possession of the enemy.
iJhe enemy, being thus repulsed^ every point, was forced to

renD'e wiilijprecipitation to their works, leaving several prisoners,

and a numnlp^f their wounder) in our hands. By five o'clock

the entrenchments were again occupied, and the line of piquets

established, as it had been previous to the enemy's attack.

I have the honor to enclose a return of casualties, and the

report of the officer commanding the royal artillery, respecting

the damage done to the ordnance and the batteries, during th«

time they were in the enemy's, possession.

I have the honor to be, &c.
in^u^mf .^t L. DE WATTEVItLE, major-gen.
" Lieut-general Drummond, &c.
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Return ofcatualtiea of the right division ofthti armyy in action

with the enemy ; camp before For.t-Erie, Sept, 17, 1814am

Roifal artillery \
—9 rank ami fib, missing, v-; ;. «»«' ,uj ihiL.iuwt

Additional gunner$, De WntteviUe'n regiment;—1 rank and fiU|

wounded ; 10 rank and file* missing.

Ut, or royal Scott;—-S rank aud file, kjlled; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1
lieutenant, 1 serjennt, 30 rank and file, wounded; 3 Serjeants, 15 rank
and file, missing.

S/Aybo^t—l captain, 1 Serjeant, IS rank and file, killed; 1 lieutc*

nam, I serjeant, J5 rank, and file, \younded ; 1 Serjeant, 10 rank And
'file, missing.

Qlhfoot;'-\ lieutenant, 1 serjeafit, Vi rank and file, killed; 1 lieute-

nant, 12 rank and file, wounded ; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 8
Serjeants, 63 rank and file, missing.

Hidfoot ',-^i Serjeants, \0 rank and file, killed ; 5 captains, 4 lieu-

tenants, 1 ensign, 5 Serjeants, 33 rank and file, woundtd; 8 rank and
file, mi»ing. /. irsi:«.-iu .*f!t>«f:i!

89fA foot ;~1 rank and file, killed ; 1 serjeant, 3 rank and file,

wounded ; 1 serjeant, 19 rank and file, missing.

De Wattoville't regiment ;— 1 lieutenant, 3 Serjeants, 58 rank and
^le, killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 4 Serjeants,

1 drummer, 26 rank and file, wounded ; S miyors, 3 captains, 2 lieote-

iiants, 1 adjutant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 9 Serjeants, 3 drummers, 146
rank and file, missing.

Gterigarri/ light infantry i-'S rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 18
rank and file, wounded^
Grand total—>1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 7 Serjeants, 105 rank and file,

killed; 3 lieutenant-colonets, 3 captains, 10 lieuteriants, 1 ensign,, 13
Serjeants, 1 drummer, 147 rank and file, wounded; 3 majors, 4 Clap*

tains, 3 lieutenants, 2 easigns, 1 adjutant, 1 assistant-surgeon, 31 s^r-

jtants, 3 drammers, 280 rank and file, missing. ^ '

Uiitmiu m\tfiiiu it^'^it Names of ofl&«ers. ^^, foaMm}<iK u<n^
hfts i&tt \o fii'nU ^ii I

Killed.
**^^^' b'^A ^^}u~iid& btm^i

6M/o*f;—Captam R.D. Patterson. '

' 8/A/(wl;—Lieutenant Baiston,
n},^j%Tff u»m

De Watteville*t regiment ;—lMatemnt?el\i9hodj,^^ ^« f*-^''^' ''^

Wounded. -^

JUyal &o<«;—Lieutenant-colonel J. Gordon, severely; lieuteoaiU 0.
Ratledge, since dead.

, 6thfoot;—^Lieutenant Andrews, severely. „ ,.,-^r., ..,,, . , »w,-, .-*.

8M>f ;-L5eutenant Lowry, s^verely."^
'^'mu,u ./di *»i bt^mi^

83<//<K>< ;<-^aptain 1. M. Wright, since dead; captain E. Marshall,
slightly; lieutenant H. Pigott, W. Mason, and Robert Latham, se-

verely; lieutenant G. Harman, slightly; ensign C. Langtbrd, since

dead,

t De Wattevilk*9 regimmt i^LwHtenant-coloael FiKheri severely;

.!.•
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captain MhteUioIzer, Mverelj ; lieutenant Gingini, leverely; lieutenant

Steiger, tliiihtly ; lieutenant La,P:crre, severely.

5^a^;—Lieiitenaut'coionel Thomas Pearson, inspecting field-officer,

severely.

Miaing'-Blh/'oot;—Captain Bradbridge, lieutenant M'Nair, ensign

Matthew8on>
De Wattevill^s regiment 'r^M^^ot De Villatte, major Winter,

wounded; captain Zehender, Hecken,«and Hteiger; lieutenant De
Berry, lieutenant Hecken, wounded; adjutant Thermet; asu»tant»sur-

eeon Gorbea*
V

*^*#l»#»*##l»###»

L . ^ ! No. 48.
hr!«

From lieutenanUcolonel Pilkington to lieutenanUgeneral

$ir John C. Sherbrooke.

Moose Island, Passamaquaddy Bajr,

Sib, July 1^, 1814.
Having sailed from Halifax on the 5th instant, accompanied

by lieutenant-colonel Nicolls, of the royal engineers, and a de-

tachment of the royal artillery, under the command of captain

Dunn, I have the honour to acquaint your excellency, that

we arrived at Shelbume, the place of rendezvous, on the even-

ing of the 7th instant, where I found captain sir Thomas Hardy,
in his majesty's ship Ramillies, with two transports, having on
board the 103d regiment, under the command of lieutenant-

colonel Herries, which had arrived the day before. I did not

fail to lay before Sir Thomas Hardy my instructions, and to

consult with him the best means of carrying them into ezer
cation.

'

As we concurred in opinion that the success of the enterprise^

with which we were entrusted, wo^ld very materially depend
upon our reaching the point of attack previous to the enemy
being apprised of our intentions, that officer, with his asccus-

tomed alacrity and decision, directed the ships of war and
transports to get under weigh early on the following morning

;

and we yesterday, about 3 o'clock P.M., anchored near to

the town of £astport.

On our approach to this island, lieutenant Oats (your excel-

lency's aide de camp, whom you had permitted to accompany
me on this service) was detached in a boat, bearing a flag of

truce, with a summons, (copy of which is transmitted,) ad-

dressed to the officer commanding, requiring that Moose Island

•hould be surrendered to his Britannic majesty. This proposal

was not accepted; in consequence of which, the troops, which

were already in the boats, pulled off under the superintcndance

of captain Senhouse, of the royal navy, whose arrangements were

so judicious^ as to Insure a successful issue. But, previous to
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f lieutenant-

reacliing the ihoro, the coloart of the enemy on Fort-SuUiTan
were hauled down : and on our landing, the capitulation wai
agreed to, of which the copy is inclosed. <• r't:'^ ni

We found in the fort a detachment of the 40th regiment of
American infantry, consisting of six officers and about 80 men,
under the command of major Potman, who surrendered them-
lolves prisoners of war. •* f'-tn; >i

This fort is situated on an eminence commanding the entrance
to the anchorage, and within it is a block-house, and also four

long 18-pounders, one IS.pQund carronade, and four field*

pieces. The extent of the island is about four miles in length

and two in breadth, and in a great state of cultivation. The
militia amount to about 950, and the population is calculated

at 1500.

We hare also occupied Allen's and Frederick Island, so that

the whole of the islands in this bay are now subject to the

British flag.

It is very satisfactory to me to add, that this service has been

effected, without any loss or casualty among the troops em-
ployed in it.

To captain sir Thomas Hardy, I consider myself under the

greatest obligations ; haYing experienced every possible co-ope-

ration, with an offer to disembark, from his squadrom, any
proportion of seamen or marines which I considered necessary.

I beg to acknowledge my thanks to you in allowing your aide

de camp, lieutenant Oats, to accompany me upon this service.

He has been a great assistant to me, and will tiave the honor of

delivering this despatch. He has also in his possession the colours

and standard found in Fort-Sullivan.

Yt-i'ii,«ia f^)h«i I have the honor to be, &c,

, /I . A. PILKINGTON, licot.-col.

Lieut.gencral deputy-adjutant-gencral.

Sir J. C. Sherbrook, K. B.

r.r
f*****##*#*#**#**

.'.»«'ii:

No. 49.
>\v\.

From captain Hardy y R. N., and lieutenant.cohtiel Pilkingtouy

to the American commander at Moose Island,

^In^^*?. •"• On board of his majesty's ship Ramillies, off

Sib, t?5i^3 Uiwj.H Moose Island, July 11, 1814.

As we are perfectly apprised of the weakness of the fort and
garrison underyourcommand, and your inability todefend Moose
Island against the ships and troops of his Britannic nfhjesty

placed under our directions, we arc induced, from the humane
consideration of avoiding the effusion of blood, and from a re-
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'|:« ^

gard to you tnd the inhabitanti of tlio island, to pretcntf if in

our power, thedistreMei and calamitici whicli will befall them
In caie of resistance. We, therefore, allow you fife minutes,

from the time this summoni ii delivered, to decide upon an
answer* iwyU iv. hi -^>.

In the erent of your not agreeing to capitulate on liberal

terms, we shall deeply lament being compelled to resort to

those coercive measures, which may cause destruction to the

town of Eastport, but which will ultimately assure us possession

of the island.

T. M. HARDY, captain of H.M.S Ramillies.

' ' A. PILKINGTON, lieut..col. commanding.

To (he officers commanding the United States' troops " *'«>'''^

ou Moose Island. ,'.vh\i u:

*t*0»**r*»**»*^

From^ major Putman to captain Ilardjf^ and lieutenanU
%:a ^^^,nu <r« coionel Pilkington* i.if< ttn,: iiir) i.>i ,

Gemtlement, Fort SulUvan, July 1
1
, 1814.

Conformably to your demand, I have surrendered Fort-SuU
livan with all the public property.

This I have done to stop the efTusion of blood and in

consideration of your superior forces. I am, gentlemen, Sfc,

' .^. . ^i.P' PUTMAN, major, commanding.

P. S. I hope, gentlemen, every respect will be paid to the

defenceless inhabitants of this island, and the private property

of the officers, P. P.

j . 'r-' 'mi. j«4uCait?'»iri«J .'J .C »iS

,, ;
; /!;, ,. No. 51.

.
•

. \

Articles of capitulation.
'**^

Article I. The officers and troops of the United States, at

present on Moose island, are to surrender themsclTes prisoners

of war, and are to deliver up the forts, buildings, arms, ammu-
nition, stores, and effects, with exact inventories thereof,

belonging to the American government; and they are thereby

transferred to his Britannic majesty, in the same manner and
possession, as has been held heretofore by the American
government.

Art. II. The garrison of the island shall be prisoners of

wur, until regularly exchanged; they will march out of the
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red Fort.Sul.

fort with *:ia» honori of w«r, and pile their armi tt tuoh place
ai will be appoioted for that purpose ; the ofioen will be per*
mitted to proceed to the United States on their parole. . :t

r.'j t •'»! -1'^ h'.

' .fftK**'»n tvi '^rtr .»>
J) ^Q^ <52

Return of ordnance and ttores fdund in Fort-Sullivan^
surrendered to hit mqjesty^s forces under the command of

'' iieutenant-colonel Pilkington,
I.

Iron gum ;—four 18-poundert, with itandinc carriages, sidt arms

;

two unserviceable 9-puunderSy two 12«pounder cariunudes without
carriages.

Brasn guni;—two serviceable and two anser?iceable light 6-pounders,
with travelling carriagesi side arms, Sec.

Forty-two paper cartridges, filled with six pounds of powder, A flannel

ditto, ditto; 3176 unserviceable muskcU ball cartridges.

Four hundred and fiAy-two loose round 18-pounder shot ; fifty^five

18«pounder grape shot, tiiree hundred and cigiity-nine loose round
6-puuiidcr, niiieiy-five 0-puuiider case shot.

Six barrels of horned powder, containing one hundred pounds each ;

loo muskets, with bayonets, belts, slings, and cotnplete swurds, with
belts, scabbards, &c. '

&venty«two incomplete tents, one United States* ensign.

W. DUNN, capt. royal artillery company.

^'ni fitn UbMi'y i»di Mi<^. ,* ^q. 53. > »»>i*i*^''«n i, -. -^i

From lieutenant-general sir I. C. Sherbrooke to ttflrl Bathurst,

it f^«'» .f*?^>*, t-"inh Castine at the entrance of the Fenobscoti

t^ My Loud,. «'»«irtV(imo» > Sept. 18, 1814. M:}r.if>U

I have now the honor to inform your lordship, that after

clunng my despatch of the 35th ult in which I mentioned my
intention of proceeding to the Penobscot, rear-admiral Grir.

fiths and myself lost no time in sailing from Halifax, with such a

naval force as he deemed necessary, and the troops as per

margin, (riz. 1st company of royal artillery, two rifle compa-
nies of the 7th battalion 60th regiment, 29th, 62d, and 98th

regiments,) to accompany the object we had in view.

Very early in the morning of the 30th we fell in with the

Rifleman sloop of war, when captain Pearse informed us, that

the United States' frigate, the Adams, had got into the Penob.
scot, but from the apprehension of being attacked by our

cruizeri, if she remained at the entranoe of the rirery she had
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run up Bi high m Hampden, where she had landed her gunf|
and mounted theni on shore for her protection.

On leaTing Halifax it was my original Intention to hare taken

possession of Machias, on our way hither, but on receiving

this intelligence, the admiral and myself were uf opinion that no
time should be lost In piocceding to our destination, and wo
arrived here very early on the morning of the Ist instant.

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon a peninsula of

the eastern side of the Penobscot, near the entrance of that

river, was summoned a little after sun rise, but the American
officer refused tu surrender it, and immediately opened a firo

from four 24-poundcr8 upon a small schoont-r (hat hud been

sent with lieutenant, colonel Nichols (commanding royal engi-

neers) to reconnoitre the work.
Arrangements were immediately made for disembarking the

troops, but before a landing could be effected, the enemy blew

up the magasine, and escaped up the Majetaquadous river, car-

rying off" in the boats with them two field-pieces.

As we had no means of ascertaining what force the Ameri-
cans had on this peninsula, I landed a detachment of the royal

artillery, with two riile-companics of the 60lh and 98th regi-

ments, under colonel Douglas, in the rear of it, with orders to

secure the isthmus, and to take possession of the heights which

command the town ; but I soon learned there were no regulars

at Castine, except the party which had blown up the magazine

and escaped, and that the militia, which were assembled there,

had dispersed immediately upon our landing.

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next turned our attention

to obtaining possession of the Adams, or if that could not be

done, destroying her. The arrangement for this service having

been made, the rear.admiral entrusted the execution of it to

captain Barrie, royal navy, and as the co-operation of a land

force was necessary, I directed lieutenant-colonel John, with a

detachment of artillery, the flank companies of the 29th, 62d,

and 98th regiments, and one rifle company of the 60th, to ac-

company and co-operate with captain Barrie on this occasion

;

but as Hampden is 27 miles above Castine, it appeared to me a
necessary measure of precaution first to occupy a post on the

western bank, which might afford support, if necessary, to the

force going up the river, and at the same time prevent the

armed population, which is very numerous to the southward

and to the westward, from annoying the British in their opera-

tions against the Adams.
^^^Upon inquiry, 1 found that Belfast, which is upon the hi<;h

road leading from Hampden to Boston, and which perfectly

commands the bridge, was likely to answer both these pur-

poses, and I consequently directed major-general Gosseiin to
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occnpy that place with the 29th regiment, and maintain It till

further orders.

As soon as this was accomplished, and the tide scrred, rear-

admiral Griffith directed captain Barrie to proceed to his desti-

nation, and the remainder of the troops were landed that

evening at Castine. innirr kIm mtt .nrnA.t 7'i><. - *• " •

Understanding that a strong party of militia from the neii^h.

bouring township had ansembled at about four miles from Cas-
tine, on the road leading to Blue-hill, I sent out a strong

patrole on the morning of the Id, before day*brcak ; on arriv-

ing at the place, I was informed that the militia of the county
was assembled there on the alarm guns being fired at the fort at

Casthie, upon our first appearance; but that the main body
had since diitpersed, and went to their respective homes. Some
stragglers were however left, who fired upon our advanced
guard, and then took to the woods ; a few of them were made
prisoners. No intelligence having reached us from captain

Barrie, on Saturday nighi., I marched with about 7U0 men and
two light field.pieces, upjn Buckstown, at three o'clock, on
Sunday morning the 4th instant, for the purpose of learning

what progress he had made, and of affording him assistance if

required. This place is about 18 miles higher up the Ponob.
scot than Castine, and on the eastern bank of the river, llear-

admiral Griffith accompanied me on this occasion, and we had
reason to believe that the light guns which had been taken from
Castine were secreted in the neighbourhood of Buckstown.
We threatened to destroy the town unless they were given up,

and the two brass 3-pounders on travelling-carriages were in

consequence brought to us in the course of the day, and are

now in our possession.

At Buckstown, wu received very satisfactory accounts of
the success which had attended the force employed up the river.

We learned that captain Barrie had proceeded from Hampton
up to Bangor ; and the admiral sent an officer in a boat from
Buckstown to communicate with him : when, findinx there was
no necessity for the troops remaining longer at Buckstown,
they marched back to Castine the next day.

Having ascertained that the object of the expedition op the

Penobscot bad been obtained, it was no longer necessary for

me to occupy Belfast. I, therefore, on the evening of the 6th,

directed major-general Gosselin to embark the troops, and to

join me here.

Machias being the only place now remaining where the

enemy had a post between the Penobscot and Passamaquaddy
bay, I ordered lieutenant. colonel Pilkington to proceed with a
detachment of royal artillery and the <29tii regiment to occupy
it ; and as naval assistance was required, rear-admiral Griffith

:!S
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directed captain Parker, of the Tenedos, to co-operate with
lieutenant-colonel Pilkington upon this occasion.

On the morning of the 9 th, captain Barrie, with lieutenant-

colonel John, and the troops which had been employed with

him up the Penobscot, returned to Castine. It seems, the

enemy blew up the Adams, on his strong position at Hampden
being attacked ; but all his artillery, two stands of colours,

and a standard, with several merchant Tcssels, fell into our
hands. This, I am happy to say, was accomplished with rery
little loss on our part; and your lordship will perceive^y the

return sent herewith^ that the only officer wounded in this

affair^ is captain Gall, of the 29th grenadiers.

Herewith I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report,

made to me by lieutenant-colonel John on this occasion, in

which your lordship will be pleased to observe, that the iiente-

nant-colonel speaks very highly of (he gallantry and good con-

duct displayed by the troops upon this expedition, under very

trying circumstances. And 1 bieg to call your lordship's atten-

tion to the names of those officers upon whom lieutenant-colo-

nel John particularly bestows praise. The enterprise and in-

trepidity manifested by lieutenant-colonel John, and the disci-

pline and gallantry displayed by the troops under him, reflect

great honor upon them, and demand my warmest acknowledg-
ments ; and I have to request your lordship will take a
favourable opportunity of bringing the meritorious and suc-

cessful services, performed by the troops employed on this occa-

sion, under the view of his royal highness the prince regent.

As rear-admiral Griffith will, no doubt, make a detailed

report of the naval operations on this occasion, I forbear

touching upon this subject, further than to solicit your lord-

ship's attention to that part of c^bloncl John's report, in which
he ** attributes the succcsit of this enterprise to the masterly

arrangements of captain Barrie, royal navy, who conducted it."

I have much pleasure in reporting to your lordship, that the

most perfect unanimity and good understanding has prevailed

betwcten the naval and military branches of the service, during

the whole progress of this expedition.

I feel it my duty to express, in the strongest terms, the great

obligations I am under to rear-admiral Griffith, for his judi-

cious advice, and ready co-operation, on every occasion. And
my thanks arc likewise due to all the captains of the ships em.
ployed, for the assistance they have so willingly afforded the

troops, and from which the happiest results have been expe-

rienced.

I have reason to be well satisfied with the gallantry and good

conduct of the troops, and have to offer my thanks to major-

general Crosselin, colonel Douglas, and the commanding officers



APPENDIX. 470

(.operate with

ith Hentenant.

employed with

It seems, the

n at Hampden
ds of colours,

fell iato oar
shed with rery

erceive^J»y the

lunded in this

of the report,

s occasion, in

that the iiente-

and good con-

on, under very

jrdship's atten-

ieutenant-colo-

irprise and in.

, and the disci-

ler him, reflect

it acltnowledg.

p will take a

rious and sue
on this occa-

rince regent,

ake a detailed

ion, I forbear

cit your lord-

jort, in which

the masterly

conducted it."

dship, that the

has prevailed

ervice, during

rms, the great

for his judi-

casion. And
the ships em.

y afforded the

ro been expe-

ntry and good

nks to major-

anding officers

of corps, for the alacrity shown by them, and strict discipline

which has been maintained.

To the heads of departments, and to the officers of the ge-

neral and of my personal staff, I am much indebted for the

lealous manner in which they have discharged their respective

duties.

i Major Addison, my military secretary, will have the honor of
delivering this despatch. lie has been with me during the whole
of these operations, and is well enabled to afford your lordship

any information you may require.

I have entrusted the colours and standard taken from the

enemy to major Addison, who will receive your lordship's cem-
mands respecting the further disposal of them ; and I take the

liberty of recommending him as a deserving officer to your
lordship's protection. I have, &c.

.«i)« ff!«^4.;y!U7 J. C. SHERBROOKE.
N. B. The returns of killed, wounded, and missing, and of

artillery, and of ordnance stores taken, are inclosed.
fi.'KM*

»i» ;ii.'* A' 1
.il tit

*****^>#»#*#*#**

No. 51.
ijrn:ti;,>j.

From lieutenani-colonel John to lieutenant-general

sir J. C' Sherbreoke,

siiu1«tt"K*'

=

Bangor, on the Penobscot river,
'*

Sir, Sept. 3,1814.
In compliance with vour excellency's orders of the 1st in-

stant, I sailed from Castme with the detachment of royal artil-

lery, the flank companies of the 39th, 62d, and 98th regiments,

and one rifle company of the 7th battalion 60th regiment,

which composed the force your excellency did me the honor to

place under my command, for the purpose of co-operating with
captain Barrie, of the royal navy, in an expedition up this

river..

On the morning of the 2d, having proceeded above the town
of Frankfort, we discovered some of the enemy on their

march towards Hamden, by the eastern shore, which induced

me to order brcvet.major Crosdaile, with a detachment of the

68th, and some riflemen of the 60th regiment, under lieutenant

Wallace, to land and intercept tliera, which was accomplished
;

and that detachment of the enemy (as I have since learned)

were prevented from joining the main body assembled at Ham-
den. On this occasion the enemy had one man killed, and
some wounded. Major Crosdaile rc-embarkcd without any
loss. We arrived off Bald Head cove, three miles distant

'.,1
'.' >
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from Hamden, about five o'clock that evening, when captain

Barric agreed with me in determining to land the troops imme.
diately. Having discovered that the enemy's piquets were ad.

vantagcously posted on the north side of the cove, I directed

brevet.roajor Kiddle, with the grenadiers of the 62d, and cap«

tain Ward, wi(h the rifle company of the 60th, to dislodge

them, and take up that ground, which duty was performed
under major Riddle's directions, in a most complete and satis*

factory manner, by about seven o'clock; and before ten af

night, the whole of the troops, including 80 marines under

captain Carter, (whom captain Barrie had done me the honor
to attach to my command,) were landed and bivouacked for the

nighf, during which it rained incessantly. We got uivdcr arms

at five o'clock this morning, the rifle-company forming the

advance under captain Ward; brevct-major Keith, with the

light company of the 62d, bringing up the rear, and the detach,

ment of marines, under captain Carter, moving upon my
flanks, while captain Barrie, with the ships and gun-boats

under his command, advanced at the same time up the river, on
my right, towards Hamden. In addition to the detachment of
royal artillery under lieutenant Garston, captain Barrie had
landed one 6.pounder, a dj-inch-howitzer, and a rocket appa*
ratus, with a detachment of sailors under lieutenants Symonds,
Botely, and Slade, and Mr. Sparling, master of his majesty's

ship Bulwark.
The fog was so thick, it was impossible to form a correct idea

of the features of the country, or to reconnoitre the enemy,whose
number were reported to be 1400, under the command of briga.

dier.general Blake. Between seven and eight o'clock, our
skirmishers in advance were sosharply cngngcd with the enemy,
as to induce me to send forward one-half of the light company
of the 29th regiment, under captain Coakcr, to their support*

The column had ni)t advanced much further, before I disco-

vered the enemy drawn out in line, occupying a very strong ani|

advantageous position in front of the town of Hamden, his left

flanked by a high hit! commanding the road and river, on whicll

were mounted several heavy pieces of cannon ; his right extend,

ing considerably beyond our left, resting upon a strong point

tfappuif with an 18-pounder and some light field-pieces in

advance of his centre, so pointed as completely to rake the

road, and a narrow bridge at the foot of a hill, by which we
were obliged to advance upon his position. As soon as he per-

ceived our column approaching, he opened a very heavy and
continued fire of grape and musquetry upon us ; we however
soon crossed the bridge, deployed, and charged up the hill to

get possession of his guns, one of which we found had already

fallen into the hands of captain V« ard's riflemen in advance.

4 -i
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*the €neitny*t fire now b«ganfd slacken, tfid Wi' piiihed on
rapidly, and succeeded in driring him at all points from liii

position ; while captain Goaker, with the light company of the

39th, had gained possession of the hill on the left, from whence
it was discovered that the Adams frigate was on fire, and that

the enemy had deserted the battery which defended hen
We were now in complete possession of the enemy's position

aboTe, and captain Barrie with the gun.boats bad secured that

below the hill. Upon this occa^iion 20 pieces of caniion fell

into our hands, of the naval and military force, the return of
which I enclose ; after which captain Barrie and myself deter<*

mined on pursuing the enemy towards Bangor, which place we
reached without opposition ; and here two brass S-pouriders,

and three stands of colours, fell into our possession. Briga-

diear-general Blake, also in this town, sarrei*.Jered himself pri-

soner; and, with other prisoners to the amour t of 1?1, weae
admitted to their paroles. Eighty prboners tttken at Hamden
ere in oar custody. The loss sustained by the enemy I have
not had it in my power correctly to ascertain ; report states it

to be from 30 to 40 in killed, wounded, and missing.

Oar own loss, I am happy to add, is bot small ; viz. 1 rank
end file, killed; 1 captain, 7 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank
end file, missing. Captain Gell, of the S9th, was wonnded
when leading the column, which deprired me of his active and
useful assistance ; but, I em happy to add, he is recovering. >

I cannot close this despatch without mentioning, in the

highest terms, ell the troops placed under my command. They
have merited my highest praise for their zeal and gallantry^

which were conspicuous in the extreme. I feel most particu-

larly indebted to brevet-major Riddall, of the 03d regiment,

second in command ; to bravet-major Keith, of the same regi-

ment; brevet-major Croasdaile and captain M'Pherson, of the

99th ; captains Gell and Coaker, of the 39th ; and captain

Ward, of the 7th battalion 60th regiment. The royal artillery

was directed in the most judicious manner by lieutenant Gars-
ton, from whom I derived the ablest support. I cannot speak
too highly of captain Carter and the officers and marines under
his directions. He moved them in the ablest manner to the

ennoyancc of the enemy, and so as to meet my fullest approval.

Nothing conld exceed the zeal and perseverance of lieute-

nants Symonds, Botely , and Slade, and Mi'. Sparling, of the royal

navy, with the detachment of seamen under their command.
From captain Barrie I have received the ablest assistance and

support ; and it is to his masterly errangement of the plan that

I feel indebted for its success. Nothing couid be more cordial

than the co-operation of the naval and military forces on this

service in every instance.
.
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Ciptain Ctriiigie, of the royal MTy, who moithandioiiiely

Tolnnteered hU serrices with this expedition, was in action with

tho troops at Hamdon ; and I feel moit particnlarly indebted to

him for his exertions and the assistance he afforded me on thb

occasion. I am also greatly indebted to lieutenant Du Chate-

let, of the 7th battftlion, 60th regiment, who acted as major of

brigade to the troops, in which capacity he rendered me very

essential serrice. I hare the honor, &c.

HENRY JOHN, limt..eoL

'(*

No. 55.

Return of ordnance and stores takeiii

Castine, Sept. 10, 1814.
flfuni;—>4 iron 34-pounder8f 37 iron (ship) IS-puanders, 4 18*poan>

derSy 4 brass S-poaitders.

Carnagei;—4 traversing S4>pounder5, 8 standiog 18'pottnders, t
travelling IS^pounders with limbere, 4 travelling S-poundets with

Umbers.
Spongei ;—8 S4>poanders, SO 18'poonders, S 13*poaaders, 4 3-poiUH

ders.

Ladles;—8 24-pounder8, 3 18-poanders, 1 S-pound^r. ^^
ITocfAao^:—d 24-pciunder>, 3 12>pounders, ll3-pounder.

Shot;—236 round 24-pounder8, 500 round IS-puunders. 1 attimap

aicion^wiiggon, 1 ariinjunitioo-cart. IS common handspikes. 40 bar-

rela of powder.

Wadfi—20 S4*poundeniy 70 IStpounders.

N. B.—The magazine in fort Castine was blown up by the enemy.
The vessel on board .of which the powder was, ran on shore, and thf

whole destroyed.

Eleven of the 18-pounderB were destroyed by order of lieutenant*

eolonel John^ not having time to bring'them off.

<;^EORGE CRAWFWID, major,
|jieut-gen» Sir J. C. Sherbrooke. commanding royal artiL

' it
' '"ill

No. 56.

Return of the killed, zeoundedy and missing, in the affsdir

at Hamden, on the Sd of September, 1814, with theforce
under the command of lieutenant-colonel John^ 60M regi-
ment*

KUUd.—39th regkneat i—1 rank and file.
"^^

tVounded—39th regiment ;—1 captain, 2 rank and file.

62<i regiment ;—1 rank and file.

98th regiment ;—4 rank and file.

Missing—62d regiment;— 1 rank and file.

Nitme of ofieer afounded^39th regiment;—Cnptain Geil, severely
^t dangerously).

A. PILKINGTON, Dep.-adj.-Ben.
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No. 57.

from Ueutenantmcoloml Pilkington to lieutenant-general sir

J, C» Hherbrooke.

Sir, Machias, Sept. 14, 1814.

I hare the honoi' to acqaaint your excellency, that I sailed

from Penobscot bajr, with rhe brigade you was plea!(ed to pla6e

under my command, consisting of a dutnchmeut of royal ardf*

lery, with a howitzer, the battalion companies of tho i9fh regl*

ment, and a party of the 7th batt'alym cf the 60th foot, onth^
morning of the 9th instant; and arrived at Buck's harbofi

about 10 miles from thi<« place, on the following evening.

As the enemy fired several alarm guns on our upproiiching

the shore, it was evident he was apprctienHife of an attack : I

therefore deemed it expedient to disembark the troops witt> atf

little delay as possible; and captain Hyde Parker, command-
ing the naval force, appuinted captain Stant'cll to superintend

this duty, and it was executed by ttiat officer with the atraodt

promptitude and decision.

Upon reaching the shore, I ascertaihed that there was only 4
pathway through the woods by which we could advance and
take Fort O'Brien and the battery in reverse; and as the gum
of these works commanded the passage of the river, upoa
which the town is situated, 1 decided upon possessing ourselves

of them, if practicable, during the night.

We moved forward at ten o'clock P. M. and, after a most
tedious and harassing march, only arrived near to the fort at

break of day, although the distance does not exceed five miles.

The advanced guard, which consisted of two companies of th^

29th regiment, and a detachment of riflemen of the 60th regi-

ment, under major Tod, of the former corps, immediately

drove in the enemy's piquets, and upon pursuing him closely)

found the fort had been evacuated, leaving their colours, about

five minutes before we entered it. Within it, and the battery,

there are two 24- pounders, three 18-pounders, several dis.

mounted guns, and a block-house. The party which escaped

amounted to about 70 men of the 40th regiment of American
infantry, and 30 of the embodied militia; the retreat was so

rapid that I was not enabled to taUe any prisoners. I unde.

stand there were a few wounded, but they secreted theuselvea

in the wood.
Having secured the fort, we lost no time in advancing upon

Machias, which was taken without any resistance; and aUo two
field. pieces.

'

The boats of the squadron, under the command of lieutenant

Bouchier, of ttt« royal navy, and the loyai marines, undttf

II

I
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lieutenant Welclimtn, were detached to the eastern tide of th«

riTer, and were of essential service in taking two field-pieces in

that quarter.

Notwithstanding that the militia were not assembled to any
extent in the Ticinity of the town, I was making the necessary

arrangements to advance into the interior of the country, when
1 received a letter from brigadier-general Brewer, commandhag
the district, wherein he engages that the militia forces within

the county of Washington shall not bear arms, or in any way
serve against his Britannic majesty during the present war. A
similar offer having been made by the civil officers and princi-

pal citizens of the county, a cessation of arms was agreed upon,
and the county of Washington has passed under the dominion
of his Britannic majesty.

I beg leave to congratulate yon upon the importance of this

accession of territory which has been wrested from the enemy

;

it embraces about 100 miles of sea-coast, and includes that

intermediate tract of country which separates the province of
New Brunswick from Lower Canada.
We have taken 38 pieces of ordnance, (serviceable and un-

serviceable,) with a proportion of arms and ammunition, returns

of which are enclosed ; and I have the pleasing satisfaction to

add, that this service has been effected without the loss of a
man on our part

I cannot refrain from expressing, in the strongest manner,
the admirable steadiness and good conduct of the 29th regiment,

under major Hodge. The adTance, under major Tod, are also

entitled to my warmest thanks.

A detachment of 30 seamen from his majesty's ship Bacchante,

under Mr. Bruce, master's mate, were attached to the royal

artillery, under the command of lieutenant Daniel, of that

corps, for the purpose of dragging the howitzer, as no other

means could be procured to bring it forward; and to their

unwearied exertions, and the judicious arrangement of lieute-

nant Daniel, I am indebted for having a 5| inch howitzer

conTeyed through a country the most difficult of access I ever
witnessed.

'

'";

To captain Parker, of his majesty's ship Tenedos, who
commanded the squadron, I feel every obligation ; and I can
assure you the most cordial understanding has subsisted betweea
the two branches of the service.

•I

1 have the honor to be, &c.

/ A. PILKINGTON,
lieut.-col. dep. adj.-gan*.

To lieut.-gen. Sir J. C. Shcrbrooke, K. B. &c.

* •

uj m.
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'' lUturn of ordnance, ftrms, mmunitioo, &c. talcen at Machiat t>y ilit

troops under the command of lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, 11 tb

September, 1814.

^
Ordnanc«'—F(trt O'Brien;—9 18-poundert, mounted on garrison car*

riages, complete; 1 ISopounder carronade, mounted on garrison car-

riage, complete; I serviceable dismounted 34-pounder ; 1 dismounted
serviceable 18*pounder carronade.

Point Battery;—i 34*pounders, mounted on garrison carriages,

complete.

^ Eatt Alachiai;—9 brass impounders, mounted, and harness, complete.
Machiaif-^ iron 4-pounders, 6n travelling carriages, complete; 5

S4-pounders, 10 IS-pouoders, rendered partly unserviceable bj tba
•oemy, ano completely destroyed by us.

Total—26.
Anm;—-i6A muskets, 99 bayonets, 100 pouches, 41 belt, 3 drums.
Jmrnunition ;—20 Iwrrels of serviceable gunpowder.
75 paper oartridces filled for 18 and 24-|iounders.

2938 masket-ban cartridges.

S barrels of grape and case-shot c .. ^

553 round shot for 18 and S4-pounders. , ,, ,. j

€ kegs ofgunpowder, 25lbs each.

S8 paper cartridges filled for 4-pounders.

J. DANIEL, lieut rojral artil-'^

###««#####^«#'#»

No. 58.

'•liitiji

*i From rear-admiral Griffith to vicemodmirai Cochrane,

Tt

H.M.S. Endymion, off Castine, entrance of tht

Sir, Penobscot rirer, Septembei 0, 1B14.

My letter of the 33d of August from Halifax, by the Rover,
will have made you acquainted with my intention of accom.
panying the expedition, then about to proceed under the

command of his excellency sir John Coape Sherbrooke, K.B.
for this place.

I have now the honor to inform you, that I put to sea on
the 28th ultimo, with tiie ships and sloop named in the margin,*

and ten sail of transports, having the troops on board, and ar-

rived off theMetinicus Islands on the morning of the 3i8t, where

I was joined by the Bulwark, Tenedos, Rifleman, Peruvian,

and Pictou. From capta|| Pearce, of the Rifleman, 1 learned

that the United States' frigdib Adams had, a few days before,

got into Penobscot ; but not C^sidering herself in safety there,

had gone on to Hamdcn, a place 27 miles higher up the river,

I where her guns had been lauded^ and the position was fortify,

iflg for her protection.

/Towards evening, the wind being fair and the weathcic

kIF
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'i /?(
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\ ' W '-''

1

Kj*;

* Dragon, EndymiM, Baccbaate, and S^Ipb.
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fftvorable, tlie fleet made sail up the Penobicot Baf, captain

Parker in the Teiiedos leading. We passed botween the Mcti.

nicus and Grepn inlands about midnight; and ••ftTring through

the channel formed by the Fox's islands and Owl's head, ran

up to the eastward of Long island, and found ourselves at day-

light in the morning in sight of the fort <<nd town of Castlnet

As we approached, some shew of resistance was made, and a
few hhots wcrf fired; but the fort was soon after abandoned and
blown up. At about 8 A.M. the men of war and transports were
anchored a little to the northward of the peninsula of Castine^

and the smaller vessels taking a station nearer in for covering

the landing, the troops were put on shore, and took possessioik

of the town and works without opposition.

The general wishing to occupy a post at Belfast, on the

western side of the bay, ( through which the high road from Boston
runs,) for the purpose of cutting off all communication with

that side of the country, the Bacchante and Rifleman were de-

tached with the troops destined for this service, and quiet

possession wa? taken, and held, of that town, as long as was
thought nicessary.

Arrangements were immediately made for attackins the fri*

gate at Hamden, and the general having proffered every military

assistance, 600 picked men, under the command of lieutenant-

colonel John, of the 6Uth regiment, were embarked the same
afternoon, on board his majesty's sloops Peruvian and Sylph,

and a small transport. To this force were added the marines of

the Dragon, and as many armed boats from the squadron as was
thought necessary for disembarking (he troops and covering their

landing, and the whole placed under the cpmrnand of captain

Barrie, of the Dragon ; and the lieutenant-colonel made sail up.

the river at 6 o'clock that evening.

I have the honour to enclose captain Barrie's account of his

proceedings; and, taking into consideration the enemy's force,

and the formidable strength of his position, too much praise

cannot be given him, and the officers and men under his com-
mand, for the judgment, decision, and gallantry, with wbicli

this little enterprise lias been achieved. ', ^"

So soon as accounts were received from captain Barrie, thai

thn Adams was destroyed, and the force assembled for her pro-

tection dispersed, the troops stationed at Belfast were embarked,
and arrangements made for sending them to take possession of
Machias, the only place orcupicd by the enemy's troops,

between this and Passanmqnaddy bay. I directed captain Par-
ker, of H.MS. Tenedos, to receive on board lieutenant.colonel

Pilkington, dcputy.adjutant-general, who is appointed to com-
mand, and a small detachment of artillery and riflemen, and to

take under his command the Bacchante, Rifleman, and Pictou

ill''
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sclioonor, and proceed to the attack of tbat place. He sailed

on vhe Otb instant, and most likelj, by this time, the troops are
in poisesiion of it. After destroying the defences, they ar«
directed to return here.

The inhabitants of seferal townships east of this, have sent de*

putations here to tender their submission to the British autho.
rity : and such of them as could gire reasonable security, that

their arms would be used only for the protection of their per-
sons and property, hare been allowed to retain them. Thii
indulgence was absolutely necessary, in order to secure the
quiet and unoffending against Tiolence and outrage from their
less peaceable neighbours, and for the maintenance of the peace
and tranquillity of the country. All property on shore, bona
Jide belonging to the inhabitants of the country in our posses,

sion, has been respected. All public property, and all property
a-float, have been confiscated.

Sir John Sherbrooke, conceiving it to be of importance that
the government should be informed, without delay, of our suc«
cesses here, has requested that a vessel of war may take his

despatches to England.

I have in compliance with his wishes, appropriated the Martin
for that service, and c^tain Senhoose will take a copy of thia

letter to the secretary of the admiralty.

,, I have honor to be, &c
EDWARD GRIFFITH.

To vice-admiral the hon.

air Alexander Cochiane, K.B., &c.

4i

No. 59.

{!i:1, ,

men, and to

wit

From captain Barrie to rear-admiral Griffith,

H.M. sloop Sylph, off Bangor, in the Penobscot^

Sir, September 3, 1814.

Having received on board the ships named, in the margin,*

« detachment of ^ men of the royal artillery, with one 5|-inch

howitzer, commanded by lieutenant Garsten ; a party of 80
marines commanded by captain Carter, of the dragon; the

flank companies of the 20th, 63d, and 08th regiments, under

the command of captains Gell and Caker ; majors Riddall,

Keith, and Croasdaile, and captain Macpherson ; also, a riQe

company of the 7th battalion of the 60th regiment, commanded
by captain Ward ; and the whole under the orders of lieutenant.

m^
traupost

H. M. S. Ptmviao and Sylpb, Dragoo tender, and the Harmonj

•V
t ':
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eolonel John, of the 60th regiment ; 1 proceeded, agnwabiT t«

jour order, with the utmost deiptth, up the Pcnobicot. Light
variable windi, a most intricate channel, of which we were
perfectly ignoraVit, and thick (ot^gy weather, prevented my ar<*

riving off Frankfort before 3 P.M. of the 3d instant. Here
colonel John and myself thought it advisable to »end a messago
io the inhabitants; and, having received their answer, we
pushed on towards Hamden, where we received intelligence that

the enemy had strongly fortified himself. On our way up, se-

veral troops were observed on the east side of the river, making
for Brewer : these were driven into the woods, without any loss

on our side, by a party under the orders of major Croasdaile,

and the guns from the boats. The enemy had one killed, and
aeveral wounded.

At 6 P.M. of the {id instant, wo arrived off Ball'i-head cove,

distant three miles from Hamden. Colonel John and myself
landed on the south side of the cove to reconnoitre the ground,

a<id obtain intelligence. Having gained the hills, we discovered

the enemy's piquets advantageously posted near the highway
leading to Hamden, on the north side of the cove.

We immediately determined to land 1 AO men, under major
RiddAlI, to drive in the piquets, and take up their ground.

This object was obtained by 7 o'clock ; apd, notwithstanding

every difficulty, the whole of the troops were landed on the

north side of thecovo by 10 o'clock ; but it was found impossi-

ble to land the artillery at the same place. The troops bivou-

acked on the ground taken possession of by major Riddall. It

rained incessantly during the night. Alday.brcak this morn.
|ng, the fog cleared auay for about a quarter of an hour, which
enabled me to reconnoitre the enemy by water ; and 1 found :i

landing-place for the artillery about two.thirds of a mile from
Ball*:i-head. OlT this place (he troops halted, till the artillery

were mounted ; and, by 6, the whole advanced towards |laroden.

The boatii under (he immediate command of lieutenant Ped-
ler, the first of the Dragon, agreeably to a previous arrange,

ment with colonel John, advanced in line with the right flauk

of the army. The Peruvian, Sylph, Dragon's tender, and
Harmony transport, were kept a little in the rear in reserve.

Our information stated the enemy's force at 1400 men, and
he had chosen a most excellent pottiticn on a high hill. About
a quarter of a mile to (he southward of the Adams* frigate,

he had mounted eight IS.pounders. This fort was calculated

to command both the highway, by which our troops had to ad.

vance, and (he river. On a wharf close to (he Adams, he had
mounted fifteen 18.pounders, which completely commanded
the river, which, at this place, is not above three cables' lengths

wide, iud the land ou each side h hi^h aud well wooded. . , ., <
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atins, he had

'A rocket-boat, under my immediate direction, but ma.
iKeuvred bj Mr. Ginton, gunner, and Mr. Small, midihipmao,
•f the Dragon, was advanced about a quarter of a nrile a«head
of the line of boats.

So soon as the boats got within gnn>ihot, the enemy opened
his fire upon them from the hill and wharf, which was warmly
returned. Our rockets were generally well-directed, and evi-

dently threw the enemy into confusion. Meantime, our troops

stormed the hill with the utmost gallantry. Before the boats got
within good grape-shot distance of the wharf-battery, the enemy
set fire to the Adams, and he run from his guns the moment our
troops carried the hill.

I joined the army about ten minutes after this event. Colonel
John and myself immediately determined toleare asufficlent forco

In possession of the hill, and to pursue the enemy, who was then
in sight on the Bangor road, flying at full speed. The boatv and
ships pushed up the river, preserving their original position with
the army. The enemy was too nimble for us, and most of them
escaped into the woods on our left.

On approaching Bangor, the inhabitants, who had opposed
us at Hamden, threw oflf their military character ; and, as magi-|

strates, select men, 8cc. made an unconditional surrender of
the town. Here, the pursuit stopped. About two hours after-

wards, brigadier-general Blake came into the town to deliver

himself as a prisoner ; the general, and other prisoners, amount-
ing to 101, were admitted to their parole.

Enclosed, I have the honor to forward you Ibts of the vessela

we have captured or destroyed, and other necessary reports. I

am happy to inform you, our loss consists only of one seaman,

belonging to the Dragon, killed ; captain Gell, of the 2&th,

and seven privates, wounded ; one rank and file, missing.

I cannot close my report, without expressing my highest ad-

miration of the very gallant conduct of colonel John, and

the officers and soldiers under his command ; for, exclusive of

the battery before.mentioned, they had diiliculties to contend

with on their left, which did not fall under my observation, as

the enemy's field.pieces in that direction were masked. The
utmoxt cordiality existed between the two services; and I

shall ever feel obliged to colonel John for his ready no.opera.

tion in every thing that was proposed. The officer and men
bore the privations, inscperable from our confined means of

accommodation, with a cheerfulness that entitles them to my
warmest thanks.

Thuu$;h the enemy abandoned his batteries before the ships

be brought to act against them, }'et I am not less obliged to

captains Kippen and Dickens, of the Peruvian and Sylph ;

^ctiog.licuteoant Pearson, yfhq commanded the Dragon's ten-

i^XA
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der; lituteMht Woodio, of the Dragon; tnd Mr; Btrq^tty

maiiter u( the Harmony ; their teal and indefatigable eiertioM

in bringing up their vcMvii, through the most intricate nanga.
tion, were eminently conipicuoui. Colonel John ipeakg highly

in praise of captain Carter^ and the detachment ot royal ma-
rines under his orders; and also of the seamen attached to the

nrtilleryf under the command ol lieutenants Simmunds, Mot*
kj« L. State, and Mr. Spurting, master of the Bulwarli.

I have, on other occasions of service, found it a pleasing

part of my duty to commend the sfrvices of lieutenant Pedlcr,

first of the Dragon ; in this instance, he commanded the boat,

part of the expedition most fully to ray satisfaction ; he was
ably seconded by lieutenants Perceval , of the Tenedos, and Or-
mond, of the Endymlon ; and Mr. Ansel, master's mate of the

Dragon ; this last gentleman has passed his examination nearly

five yearsf and is an acti;re officer, well worthy of your patron^

age ; but, in particularising him, I do not mean to detract from
tie other petty-officers and seaman employed in the boats ; for

they all most zealously performed their duty, and are equally

entitled to my warmest acknowledgments. I am also most
particularly indebted to the active and sealous exertion of lienta*

nant Carnegie, who was a volunteer on this occasion.

I can form no estimate of the enemy's absolute loss. From
different stragglers I learn, that, exclusive of killed and mis-

aing, upwards of 30 lay wounded in the woods.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ROBERT BARRIE, capt of H.M.S. Dragon.

No. 60.

CAPITULATION. ' '

To captain IJyde Parker^ commanding the naval forecy and
Reutenant-colonel Andrea Pilkington^ commanding the land

force of his Britannic rnqjesfy^ now at Machias,

Gentlemen,
The forces under your command having captured the forts in

the neighbourhood of Machias, and taken possession of the

territory adjacent within the county of Washington, and the

situation of the county being such between the Penobscot river

and the Passamaquaddy bay, as to preclude the hope that an

adequate force can be furnished by the United Stales for its

protection, we propose a capitulation, and offer for ourselves,

and in behalf of thd officers aud soldiers of the brigade withis

1
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the boats ; for

ilii lovafty of Wuhington, to give our parolt of hotof, tiwC

w« «U) nut| «lirectly, or indirectly, bear arniii, or in any way
ier?e, against hit Uritannic mi^enty, king George the Tbird|

king of the united kingdom of Great Brtlojn and Ireland, hla

•usieMort and allies, daring the present war between Groat

Jirituin and the United States, u|H>a condition we have your
assurance, that, while wo remain in this Hituation^ and con-

sider ourselves under the Uritish Kovernment until further orders^

we shall huve the sale and full enjoyment of our private pro*

perty, and be protected in the exercise of our usual occu-

pations.

rf JOHN Bai:\VKR, brigadier.general id
brigade, loth diiisiun, fur the utficers

^
and soldiers of the 3d regiment in tha

> 4 <> ". said brigide.

.. JAMAIS CAMPBELL, lieutenant-colonel,

commanding 1st regiment, 3d brigade,

10th division, for himself, officers, and
soldiers, in the said regiment.

if

^ These terms have been granted and approred of by us,

HYDE PAKKfe^R, capt. H.M.S. Tenedos.
mr.^ A. PILKINGION, lieuteuant..colonel|

commanding.
Ifachias, Sept.l3, 1814. M
.vmfn^s^ -^kr- K^iin pi»^**»***^»»***

No. 61.
At

X«i«f of vetaeh captured and destroyed in the Penobscot^ and
tf those lejt on the stocks^ as near at I am able to ascerfain.

Captured and hrmight nwayi~~^ ships, 1 brig, 6 schooners, 3 sloops.

Detlroyedat Hnmden;—The Adiiinsi frigate, of 26 guns, 18-pounders,

and twnsli'ps, one of them armed ; burnt bjr the enemy.
Deitroifed at Bangor;— \ bhip, 1 brig, 3 schooners, and 1 sloop}

burnt by ub.

Lott tiacein ovr possvuion ;—A copper-bottomed brig, pierced for 18
guns, and the DecHtur privntccr, pierced for 16 guns.

Note.—The powder and wine captured at liamden were put en board
those vessels. ' :

4^ on the$tock»at fianior;—2 ship4, 3 brigs, and 8 scltooners.

At Urewer;— 1 ship, 1 brig, and 1 schooner.

At Arrinutan;— 1 ship, one scliooner, on the stocks. ^ -^^

Left at Hiiintlen;-—l nhip, 1 Hermaphrodite brig, and 2 schooners ^
'

also, 1 brig and 1 schooner on the stocks.

Lift at Fremford on the shocks i^l schooner and some small craft.

To rear-admiral Griffith. R. BARRIfi.

\k

r
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Return of ordnance taken from tbe enemy on the 9d of Sept. 1814

Tuken at Hamden

;

—33 iron 18-pounders, S iron IS-pounders; 41
18.pounders destroyed, 14 brougbc away.

Taken at Bangor, and brought away ;—8 3-pounder brass gunsi 1

iron 3-pounder.

Total bniught away—17.

Emharked'r-l ammunition cart, 500 18-pound shot, about 40 barrels

•f powder, and a quantity of wads, &c. &c.

ROBERT GASTEN, lieut. royal artillery.

Robert Barrte. «. , ^.,

Return of small arms not collected, supposed about 100.

EDWARD GRIFFITH.
.... ;• ... • ' ^. . t , ' ':-

.4. . . . ... '

• -

•'

'

' ; :'[':':" - :
'

No. 62.'

From rear'OdmiriU Cockburn to vice-admiral CocLane.

H. M. sloop Manly, off Nottingham,

Sir, Patuxent, Aug. 27, 1814.

I haye the honor to inform you, that, agreeably to the inten.

tions I notified to you in my letter of the 22d instant,* I pro-

ceeded by land, on the morning of the 23d, to Upper Marl-
borough, to meet and confer with major-general Ross, as to

our further operations against the enemy ; and as we were not

long in agreeing on the propriety of making an immediata

attempt on the city of Washington.

In conformity, therefore, with the wishes of the general, I

instantly sent orders for our marine and naval forces, at Pig.

point, to be forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert, and for

the marine-artillery, and a proportion of the seamen, to be

there landed, and with the utmost possible expedition to join

the army, which I also most readily agreed to accompany.

The major-general then made his dispositions, and arranged

that captain Robyns, with the marines of the ships, should

retain possession of Upper Marlborough, and that the marine,

artillery and seamen should follow the army to the ground it

was to occupy for the night. The army then moved on, and

bivouacked before dark about five miies nearer Washington.

In the night, captain Palmer of the Hebrus, and captain

Money of the Traave, joined us with the seamen and with th«

marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison. Captain Wain-

wright of the Tonnant, had accompanied me the day before,

as had also lieutenant James Scott, acting first lieutenant of

the Albion.
* Jamei'i Nav. Occurr. App. No. 81. ,.,^.. ^. .
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At day.light, An the morniDg of the 34th, the major-general

gidn put the army in motion, directing his march upon
Bladensburg; on reaching which place, with the adranced
brigade, the enemy was observed drawn up in force on a rising

ground beyond the town ; and by the fire he soon opened on ui

as we entered the place, gave us to understand he was well pro.

tected by artillery. General Ross, however, did not hesitate in

immediately advancing to attack him ; although our troops

were almost exhausted with the fatigue of the march they had
just made, and but a small proportion of our little army had
yet got up. This dashing measure was, however, I am happy
to add, crowned with the success it merited ; for, in spite of
the galling fire of the enemy, our troops advanced steadily on
both his flanks, and in his front ; and, as soon as they arrived

on even ground with him, he fled in every direction, leaving

behind him 10 pieces of cannon, and a considerable number of
killed and wounded; amongst the latter commodore Barney,
and several other officers. Some other prisoners were also,

taken, though not many, owing to the swiftness with which
the enemy went off, and the fatigue our army had previously

mndergone.

It would, sir, be deemed presumption in me to attempt to

give yon particular details respecting the nature of this battle ;

I shall, therefore, only remark generally, that the enemy, 8000
strong, on ground he had chosen as best adapted for him to

defend, where he had time to erect his batteries, and concert
all his measures, was dislodged, as soon as reached, and a vie.

tory gained over him, by a division of the British army, not
amounting to more than 1500 men, headed by our gallant

general, \;hose brilliant achievements of this day it is beyond
my power to do justice to, and indeed no possible comment
could enhance.

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their great mortifica.

tion, with the rcar-division, during this short, but decisiva

action. Those, however, attached to the rockct-brigade, were
in the battle; and I remarked, with much pleasure, the pre-

cision with which the rockets were thrown by them, under the

direction of first-lieutenant Lawrence, of the marine-irtillery.

Mr. Jeremiah M^Daniel, master's mate of the Tonnant, a very

fine young man, who was attached to this party, being severely

wounded, I beg permission to recommend him to your favorable

consideration. The company of marines I have on so many
occasions had cause to mention to yuu, commanded by first-lieu-

tenant Stephens, was also in the action, as were the colonial

marines, under the temporary command .of captain Reed, of
the 6th West India regiment, (these com panes being attached

to the light brigadv,) and they respectively behaved with their
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toccastMired Mil tmA bravery. None other of the MTal clepiirt.

mont were fortanate enough to arrive ap in time to take t\mt
bhare in this battle, excepting captain Palmer, of the Uebruft,

with his aide de camp, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, midshipman of
that ship, and lieutenant James Scott, first of the Albion, who
acted as my aide de camp, and remained with me during tht

whole time.

i'he contest being completely ended, and the enemy baring

iretired from the field, the general gave the army about two hour*

test, when he again moved forward on Washington. It was,

however, dark before we reached that city ; and, on the gene,

ral, myself, and some officers advancing a short way past the

first houses of the town, without being accompanied by the

troops, the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire of musketry^
from the capitol and two other houses ; these were therefore

almost immediately stormed by our people, taken possession of,

and set on fire; after which the town submitted without further

resistance.

The ensmy himself, on our entering the town, set fire to the

navy.yard, (filled with naval stores,) a frigate of the largest

class almost ready for launching, and a sloop of w&r lying off

it ; as he did also the fort which protected the sea-approach to

Washington.
On taking possession of the city, we also set fire to the

president's palace, the treasury, and the war-office; and, in

the morning, captain Wainwright went with a party to see

that the destruction in the navy.yard was complete; when he

destroyed whatever stores and buildings had escaped the flames

of the preceding night. A large quantity of ammunition and
ordnance stores were likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal

;

as were about ^00 pieces of artillery of different calibres, as

well as a vast quantity of small-arms. Two rope-walks of a

very extensive nature, full of tar- rope, &c, situated at a consi.

derable distance from the yard, were likewise set fire to and
consumed. In short, sir, 1 do not believe a vestige of public

property, or a store of any kind, which could be converted

to the use of the government, escaped destruction : the bridges

across the Eastern Branch and the Potomac were likewise

destroyed.

This general devastation being completed during the day of

the 25th, we marched again, at nine that night, ou our return,

by Bladensburg, to Upper Marlborough.

We arrived yesterday evening at the latter, without moles-

tation of any sort, indeed without a single musket having been

fired ; and this morning we moved on to this place, where I

have found his majesty's sloop Manly, the tenders, and the

boats, and i have hoisted my flag, pro tempore^ in the former.
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The troops will probably march to-morrow, or the next day
at farthest, to Benedict for re-embarkation, and this flotilla

will of course join you at the same time.

In closiog, sir, my statement to you, of the arduous and
highly important operations of this last week, I have a most
pleasing duty io perform, in assuring you of the good conduct
of the officers and men who have been serving under me. I
have been particularly indebted, whilst on this service, to cap*
tain WainWright of the Tonnant, for the assistance he hai

invariably afforded me ; and to captains Palmer and Money^
for their exertions during the march to and from Washington.
To captain Noursc, who has commanded the flotilla during mf
absence, my acknowledgments arc also most justly due, as well

as to captains Sullivan, Badcock, Somerville, Ramsay, and
Bruce, who have acted in it under him.

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the Albion^ has, oil

this occasion, rendered me essential services ; and as I have had
reason so often of late to mention to you the gallant and mcri*.

torious conduct of this officer, I trust you will permit me to

seize this opportunity of recommending him particularly to

youir favorable notice and consideration.

Captain Robins, (the senior uflicer of marines with the fleet,)

who has had, during these operations, the marines of the shipt

united under his orders, has executed ably and zealously the

several services with which he has been entrusted, and is entitled

to my best acknowledgments accordingly; as u also captain

Harrison of the marine.artillery, who, with the officers and
men attached to him, accompanied the army to and from
Washington.
Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene, volunteered hie

professional services on this occasion, and rendered much
assistance to the wounded on the field of battle, as well as td

many of the men taken ill on the line of march.

One colonial marine killed, 1 master's mate, 2 Serjeants, and
3 colonial marines wounded, are the casualties sustained by the

naval department ; a general list of the killed and wounded of
the whole army will^ of course, accompany the report of'tbt.

Major-general. "^ I have the honor to be, &c.

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral.

Vice-admiral the hon.

Sir A Cochrane, K. B. &c.
'

^'Z
-^

-

'

P.S. Two lonsr 6.poundcr guns, intended for a battery at

Nottingham, were taken off, aod put on board the Brune^ and
toe taken at Upper Marlboroui^h was destroyed.

I-
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No. 63

From mqjor-gener(U Rots to earl Bathurst*
..

•''.• rf ,

Tonnant, in the Patuxcnt^ ;

My Lord, Aug. 30, 1814.

I have the honor to communicate to your lordship, that on
the 24th instant, after defeating the army of the United State*

on that day, the troops under my command entered and took
possession of the city of Washington.

It was determined between sir Alexander Cochrane and
myself, to disembark the army at the village of Benedict, on the

right bank of the Patuxent, with the intention of co.operating

with rear-admiral Cockburn, in an attack upon a flotilla of the

enemy's gun.boats, under the command of commodore Barney.

On the 20th instant, the army commenced its march, having

landed the previous day without opposition: on the 21st it

reached Nottingham, and on the sid moved on to Upper
Marlborough, a few miles distant from Pig point, on the

Patuxent, where admiral Cockburn fell in with, and defeated

the flotilla, taking and destroying the whole. Having advanced

within 16 miles of Washington, and ascertained the force of the

enemy to be such as might authorize an attempt at carrying his

capital, I determined to make it, and accordingly put the

troops in movement on the evening of the 23d. A corps of

about 1200 men appeared to oppose us, but retired after firing

a few shots. On the 24th, the troops resumed their march, and

reached Bladensburg, a village situate on the left bank of the

eastern branch of the Potomac^ about five miles from Wash,
ington.

On the opposite side of that river, the enemy was discovered

strongly posted on very commanding heights, formed in two

lines, his advance occupying a fortified house, which, with

artillery, covered the bridge over the eastern branch, which the

British had to pass. A broad and straight road leading from

the bridge to Washington, ran through the enemy's position,

which was carefully defended by artillery and ritfemen.

The disposition for the attack being made, it was commenced
with so much impetuosity by the iight brigade, consisting of the

85th light infantry, and the light infantry companies of (he

army under the command of colonel Thornton, that the fortified

house was shortly carried, the enemy retiring to the higher

grounds.

In support of (he light brigade, I ordered up a brigade under

the command of colonel Brooke, who^ with the 44th regiment,

attacked the enemy's left, the 4th regiment pressing his right

with liuch efiect, as to cause him to abandon his guns. Hia
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first line giving way, was driven on the second, which, yield,

ing to the irresistible attack of the bayonet, and the weil-di.

directed discharge of rockets, got into confusion and fled,

leaving the British masters of the field. The rapid flight of the

enemy, and hi? knowledge of the country, precluded the pos-

sibility of many prisoners being taken, more particularly as the

troops had, during the day, undergone consider.! bh' fatigue.

The enemy's army, amounting to 8 or 9000 men, with 3 or
400 cavalry, was under the command of general Windor, being

formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and Pi nti«ylvania.

liis artillery, 10 pieces of which full into our hands, was com-
manded by commodore Barney, who was wounded and takea
prisoner. The artillery I directed to be destroyed.

Having? halted the army for a short time, 1 determined to

march upon Washington, and reached that city at eight o'clock

that night. Judging it of consequence to complete the destruc-

tion of the public buildings with the least possible delay, so that

the army might retire without loss of time, the followinsr build-

ings were set fire to and consumed,—the capitol, including the

Senatchouse and House of Representation, the Arsenal, the

Dock.yard, Treasury, War-oflice, President's Palace, Rope-
walk, and the great bridge across the Potomac : in the dock,
yard a frigate nearly ready to be launched, and a sloop of war,
were consumed. The two bridges leading to Washington over

the eastern branch had been destroyed by the enemy, who
apprehended an attack from that quarter. The object of the

expedition being accomplished, I determined, before any greater

force of the enemy could be assembled, to withdraw the troops,

and accordingly commenced retiring on the night of the 25th.

On the evening of the 29th we reached Benedict, and re-em-

barked (he following day. in the performance of the opera-

tion 1 have detailed, it is with the utmost satisfaction I obsei've

to your lordship, that cheerfulness in undergoing fatigue, and
anxiety for the accomplishment of the object, were conspicuous

in all ranks.

To sir A. Cochrane my thanks are due, for his ready com-
pliance with every wish connected with the welfare of the troops

and the success of the expedition. To rear-admiral Cockburn,

who suggested the attack upon Washington, and who accompa-

nied the army, I confess the greatest obligation for his cordial

co-operation and advice.

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is entitled to every

praise for the noble example he set, which was so well followed

by lieu tenant- colonel Wood and the 85th light infantry, and by
major Junes, of the 4th foot, with the light companies attached

to the light brigade. I have to express my approbation of the

spirited conduct of colonel Brooke, and of his brigade : the
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41th regiment, \phic1i he led, distinguished itself under tha com-
mand of lieutcnant.colonel Mullens ; the gallantry of the 4th

foot, under the command of major Faunce, being equallj

conspicuous.

The exertions of captain Mitchell, of the royal artillery, in

bringing the guns into action, were unremitting ; to him, and

to the detachment under his command, including captain Dea-
con's rocket brigade, and the marine rocket corps, I feel every

obligation. Captain Lempriere, of the royal artillery, mounted
• small detachment of the artillery ^rivers, which proved of

great utility. The assistance afforded by captain Blanchard, of

the royal engineers, in the duties of his department, was of great

advantage. To the zealous exertions of captains Wainwright,

Palmer, and Money, of the royal navy, and to those of th^

officers and seamen who landed with them, the service is highly

indebted : the latter, captain Money, had charge of the sea-

men attached to the marine artillery. To captain M^Dougall,
of the 85th foot, wlio acted as my aidede camp, in consequence

of the indisposition of my aide de camp captain Falls, and to

the officers of my staff, I feel much indebted.

I must beg leave to call yonr lordship's attention to the zeal

and indefatigable exertions of lieutenant Evans, acting deputy^

quarter.master-general. The intelligence displayed by that

officer, in circumstances of considerable difficulty, induces me
to hope he will meet with some distinguished mark of approba.

tion. I have reason to be satisfied with the arrangements of
assistant.commissary-general Lawrence.
An attack upon an enemy so strongly posted, could not be

effected without loss. I have to lament that the wounds received

by colonel Thornton, and the other officers and soldiers left at

Bladensburg, were such as prevented their removal. As many
of the wounded as could be brought off were removed, the

others being left with medical care and attendants. The
arrangements made by staff surgeon Baxter for their accommo-
dation, have been as satisfactory as circumstances would admit

of. The agent for British prisoners of war very fortunately

residing at Bladensburg, I have recommended the wounded
officers and men to his particular attention, and trust to his

being able to effect ^<:heir exchange when sufficiently recovered.

Captain Smith, assistant adjutant-general to the troops, who
will have the honor to deliver this despatch, I bog lej»ve to

recommend to your lordship's protection, as an offirer m much
merit and great promise, and capable of affording any further

information that may be requisite. Sanguine in hoping for the

approbarion of his royal highness the prince regent, and of his

Wrijf'bty's government, as to the conduct of the troops under my
Gommatid, 1 liavf, &c. R. RO*^S. maj.-gen.

1 bog leave to enclose herewith a return of the killed, wounded.
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•nd mitslog in the action of the 24th instant, together with a
statement of the ordnance^ ammifnition, and ordnance stores

taken from the enemy between the 19th and 25th of August,
md likewise sketches of the scene of action and of the line of
march.

r*^^##*#»

No. 64.
.i'^sf

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, ofthe tfoops under the

command of major-general Ross, in action with the enemy
on the i4ih Jug* 1814, on the heights above Blademburg,

Washington, Aug. 25, 1814.
General staff

;

—4 horses, killed.

Royalartillery

;

—4 horsed, killed ; rank and file, 8 horses,wounded.
Royal marines artillery;—! rank and file, killed; 1 Serjeant, wounded.
Roynl tappers and miners;'^! serjeant, 1 rank and file, killed.

4th regiment ;— I lieutenant, IS seijeants, Si rank and file, 1 horse,

killed ; S lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 6 Serjeants, 50 rank and file, wounded.
2lst regiment;—2 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 11

rank and file, wounded.
44//t regiment;— 1 serjeant, 13 rank and file, killed; 35 rank and

file, wounded.
8// battalion royal marines;—5 rank and file, killed.

85/A light infantrjf;— 1 captain, I lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 12 rank and
file, 1 horse, killed; '^i lieutenant-colonels, 1 major, 8 lieutenants, 8
Serjeants, 51 rank and file, wounded.

Colonial company t—1 rank and file, killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded.
6M West India regiment ;— 1 serjeant, wounded.
Total— 1 captain, 8 lieutenants, 5 Serjeants, 56 rank and file, 10

horses, killed; 8 lieu tenant-colonels, I major, 1 captain, 14 lieutenants,

2 ensigns, 10 Serjeants, IM rank and file, 8 horses, wounded.
Names of officers killed and wounded.

Killed—85M light infantry;—Captain D. S. Hamilton, lieutenant

G.P.R. Codd.
4/A, or ^in^'aoa'n;—Lieutenant Thomas Woodward, '

Wounded—%hth light infantry ;—Co\nne\ William Thornton, se-

verely; left at Bladensburg;) lieutenant-colonel William Thornton, se«

verely ; (left at Bladensburg;) lieutenant-colonel William Wood, se-

verely
;
(left at Bladensburg;) major George Brown, severely (left at

Blsidcnsbnre).

21 s<yusi7eers;—Captain R. Rennie, severely, not dangerously.

4th regiment ;—Lieutenant E. P. Hopkins, severely; lieutenant L K.
Mackenzie, slightly ; lieutenant John Stavely, severely; (left at Bladens-

burg;) lieutenant Peter Boulby, lieutenant Frederick Field, slightly.

ilstfusileerx ;—Lieutenant James Grace, slightly.

85lh regiment

;

—Litutenant William Viiliers, lieutenant .John Bur-

rell, severely; lieutenant F. Mansell, sliohtly ; lieutenant G. F. S.

O'Connor, lieutenant Frederick Gascoyne, severely; lieutenant William

Uickson, lieutenant G. R. Gleig, slightly; lieutenant Crovehy, severely.

4th regiment;—Ensign James Bnchaniian, severely* (left at Bla-

ileniburg;) Ensign William Reddock, severely.

H. G. SMITH, D. A. A. G.
'

K K 2
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No. 65.

Return of ordnance, ammunition^ and ordnance-stores, taken

from the enemif by the army under the command of mt^jor-

general Robert Ross, between the l^th and'ibth of August,

1814.

August 19.—1 34-pound cnrronade.

Auguit il.-'X Opound field- Kun, with cnrriage complete; 158 stand

of arras, with cartouches, &c. &c.

August 24, at Bladenthurg.—2 1 8-poundcrs, 5 12>poundert, S
6-pounders, with field-carriages ; a quantity of ammunition fur the

above; 220 stand of arms.

August 25, at Washington.—-BrvA%'. 6 l8>pounders, mounted on tra-

versing; platforms; 5 12-pounders, 4 4-pounder8, 1 5^ inch howitzer, I

5\ inch mortar. Iron: 26 32<poun(lers, 36 24-pouiider8, 84 18-poun-

ders, 27 12-pounders, 2 18*pounders, mounted on traversing platforms;

19 IS-pounders, on ship-carriages; 3 13-inch mortars, 2 8-inch how>

itsers, 1 42*pound gun, 5 S2-pound carronades, 5 13-pound carroiiades,

IS I2*puund guns, 2 9-pound guns, 2 6-pound guns.

Totul amount of cannon taken—206; 5(^0 barrels of powder; 100000
rounds of musket-ball cartridges ; 40 barrels of fine-grained powder ; a

large quantity of ammunition of diflferent natures made up.

The navy-yard and arsenal having been set on fire by the enemy be-

fore they retired, an immense quantity of stores of every description was

destroyed; of which no account could be taken. Seven or eight very

heavy explosions during the night denoted that there had been largo

diagazines of powder.

,,, :< .
,
^ , - F. G. J. WILLIAMS,

4 ,,
' lieutenant royal artillery, A. Q. M.

^ ^ J. MICHELL,
• * ' captain commanding artillery.

N. B. The remains of near 2000 stand of arms were dis.

covered, which had been destroyed by the enemy.

No. 66.

Trom brigadier-general Winder to the secretary at war.

Sir, Baltimore. Aug. 27, 1814.
When the enemy arrived at the mouth of the Potomac, of

all the militia which 1 had been authorized to assemble, there

^ere but about 1700 in the field, from 13 to 1400 under general
Stransbury near this place, and 250 at Bladensburg, under lieu-

tcnant-colonel Kramer^ the slow progress of draft, and the

imperfect organization, with the incffectiTeness of the laws to
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inplete; 156 stand

compel (hem to turn out, renderod it impossible to hare pro.
cured more.

The militia of this state and of the contignoui parts of
Virginia and Pennsylvania were called on en matse, but the
former militia law of Pennsykania had expired the Ist of June,
or July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect

in organizing the miiu>a before October. No aid, therefore,

has been received from that state.

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that

ihort time, and making such dispositions as 1 deemed best cat.

culated to present the most respectable force at whatever point
the enemy might strike, I was enabled (by the most active and
harassing movements of the troops) to interpose before the
enemy at Bladensburg, about 5000 men, including 360 regu-
lars and commodore Barney's command. Much the largest

portion of this force arrived on the ground when the enemy
were in sight, and weredisposed of to support, in the best manner,
the position which general Sanbbury had taken. They had
barely reached the ground before the action commenced, which
was about one o'clock P. M. of the 24th instant, and conti.

nued about an hour. The contest was not as obstinately main,
tained as could have been desired, but was, by parts of the

troops, sustained with great spirit and with prodigious effect

;

and had the whole of our force been equally firm, I am induced
to believe that the enemy would have been repulsed, notwith.
standing all the disadvantages under which we fought. The artil-

lery from Baltimore, supported by major Pinkney's rifle bat-

talion, and a part of captain Doughty's from the navy.yard,
were in advance to command the pass of the bridge at Bladens-

burg, and played upon the enemy, as I have since learned, with

very destructive effect. But the rifle troops were obliged, after

some time, to retire, and of course the artillery. Superior num-
bers, however, rushed upon them, and made their retreat

necessary, not, however, without great loss on the part of the

enemy. Major Pinkney received a severe wound in his right

arm after he had retired to the left flank of Stansbury's brigade.

The right and centre of Stansbury's brigade, consisting of
lieutenant-colonel Ragan's and Shuler's regiments, generally

gave way very soon afterwards, with the exception of about 40
rallied by colonel Ragan, after having lost his horse, and the

whole or a part of captain Shower's company, both of whom
general Stansbury represents to have made, even thus deserted,

a gallant stand. The fall which lieutenant-colonel Ragan re-

ceived from his horse, together with his great efforts to maintain

his position, rendered him unable to follow the retreat; we have

therefore to lament that this gallant and excellent officer has been

taken priioner; he has, howerer, been paroled, and I met

n̂

1
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him here, recovering from the bruises occasioned bj his fall.

The loss of his Herviccs at'this moment is serious.

'I'he 5th Baltimore regiment, under lieutenant.colonel Stenet,

being (he left of brigadier-geiieral Stansbury's briigade, still, how.
CTer, stood t|ieir ground, and except for a moment, when part

of them recoiled a few steps, remained firm, and stood until

ordered jto retreat, with a view to prevent their being outi>

flanked.

'i'he reserve, under brigadier-general Smith, of the district of

Columbia, with the militia of the city and George town, with

the regulars and some detachments of Maryland militia, flanked

on their right by commodore Barney and his brave fellows, and
lieutcnant-colouel Deal, still were to the right on the bill, and
maintained the contest for some time with great eflect.

It is not with me to report the conduct of commodore Bar-

ney and his command, nor can 1 speak from observation, being

too remote; but the concurrent testimony of all who did

observe them, does them the highest justice for tK(?'>r brave

resistance, and the destructive effect they produced on the

enemy. Commodore Barney, after having lost his hor&e, took
post near one of his guns, and there unfortunately received 9
tievere wound in the thigh, and he also fell into the bands of the

enemy. Captain Miller, of the marines, was wounded in the

arm fighting bravely. From the best intelligence, there remains

but little doubt that the enemy lost at least 400 killed and
wounded, and of these a very unusual pc.rtlon killed.

Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated ai more than from 3Q
to 40 killed, and 50 to 60 wounded. They topk altogether

about 120 prisoners.

You will readily understand that it is impossilile for me to

speak minutely of the merit or demerit of particular troops sq

little known to me from thuinrccent and hasty assemblage. My
subsequent movements for the purposes of preserving as much
of my force as possible, gaining reinforcements, and protecting

this place, you already knuw.
I am, with very grea^ respect, sir, your obedient servant,

W. H. WINDER,
lion. J. Armstrong, sec. of war. brig-gen. lOth mil. dist.

N. B. We have to lament that captain Sterett, of tl^e 5th

Baltimore regiment, has also been wounded, but is doing well.

Other officers, no doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet unablf

If particularize.
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No. 67.
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American eslimaie of public property dentroyed at Wathington.

The cuminittce appuinted by the American cungn'ss to inquire

into the circumntances attending tho capture of WaMhiii(it<tn,

and the destruction consequent on that crent, after i;iving a
statement of ihi* operations in the navy-yard, report the fol*

lowing estimate of the public property destroyed :

—

Dnllors.

The capitol, including all costs, 787163
President's house, 331JJ4

.,^„^ Public offices, 93613

1115110
But the committee remark, as the walls of the capitol and

president's house are good, they suppose (hat the sum of

460000 dollars will be sufficient to place the buildings in the

situation they were in previous to their destruction.

The losses sustained in the navy.yard arc thus estimated :—
Dollars.

In moveable properly, 417715
In buildings and fixtures "' 01425

609170
The committee then proceed to the recapitulation of the

losses in the navy-yard, with an estimate of the real losses.

After deducting the value recovered from the original value of

the articles, the total amount is 417745 dollars, 51 cents.

The original value of the articles destroyed was 678310
dollars, 71 cents, of which 260465 dollars and 20 cents value

were recovered, in anchors, musket-barrels, locks, copper,

timber, &c.

!«<;
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„.v-a^uo»» , , No. 68.

From vice-admirtU Cochrane to Mr. Monroe.

His majesty's ship the Tonnant, in the

Sir, Patuxent river, Aug. 18, 1814>

Having been called on by the governor-general of the Cana-
das to aid him in carrying into eifcct measures of retaliation

against the inhabitants of the United States, for the wanton
destruction committed by their army in Upper Canada, it has

become imperiously my duty, confurmably with the nature of
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the gorernor-generaVi application, to iiiue to the naral force

under my command, an order to deatroy and lay waxte auch

towns and diatricta upon the coaat aa may be found a^isiailable.

I had hoped that thia contest would have terminated, without

my being obliged to reaort to aeveritiea which are runiraiy to

the U!iag«'N of civilized warfare ; and aa it has been with extreme

reluctance and concern that i hare found myarlf compelled to

adopt this aystem of deTastation, I ahall be equally Kratified if

the conduct of (he executive of the Uniled Slates will authorise

my staying such proceedings, by making reparation to the suffer-

ing inhabitants of Upper Canada ; thereby manifusiing that if

the destructive meusurea pursued by their army were ever aanc-

tioned, they will no longer be permitted by the government.

I have the honor to be, sir, with much consideration, your

most obedient humble servant,

ALEXANDER COCHRANE,
Tice>admiral and commander in chief of his Britannic

majesty's ships and vessels upon the North
«. American station.

The hon James Monroe, secretary of . ^

state^ &c. Washington. i

No. 69.

From Mr, Monroe to sir Alexander Cochrane,

Siu, Department of state, Sept. 6, 1814.

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the I8th of

August, stating that having been called on by the governor-

general of the Canadas, to aid him in carrying into effect mea-
sures of retaliation against the inhabitants of the United States,

for the wanton desolation committed by their army in Upper
Canada, it has become your duty, conformably with the nature

of the governor-gcneraPs application, to issue to the naval

force under your command, an order to destroy and lay waste

such towns and districts upon the coast as may be found
assailable.

It is seen with the greatest surprise, that this system of dcvas.

tation which has been practised by the British forces, so mani-

festly contrary to the usage of civilized warfare, is placed by
you on the ground of retaliation. No sooner were the United
States compelled to resort to war against Qreat Britain, than

they resolved to wage it in a manner most consonant to the

principles of humanity, and to those friendly relations which

it was desirable to preserve between the two iiations, after the
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mtomlion of peiee. They perceived, Kowetef) with the

deepett regret, that a ipirit alike juit and huaiane wu neither

cherished nor acted on by your government. Such an asiertlon

would not be hazarded, if it were not lupported by facts, the

proof of which has perhaps already carrleid the same convic-

tion to other nations that it has to the people of these states*

Without dwelling on the deplorable cruelties committed by
the savages in the British ranks, and in British pay, on Ameri*
can prisoners, at the river Raisin, which to this day have nefcr

been disavowed, or atoned, I refer, as more immediately coil-

nected with the subject of your letter, to the wanton desolation

that was committed at Havre-de-Grace, and at George town,
early in the spring of 1813. These >iilfges weri' burnt and
ravaged by (he naval forces of Great Britain, to the ruin of

their unarmed inhabitants, who saw with astoniiihment they

derived no protection to their property from the laws of war.

During the same season, scenes of invasion and pillage, carried

on under the same authority, were witnessed all along the waters

of the Chesapeake, to an extent Inflicting the most serious

private distress, and under circumstances that justified the sus.

picien, that revenge and cupidity, rather than the manly
motives that should dictate the hostility of a high-minded foe,

led to their perpetration. The late destruction of the houses

of government in this city, is another act which comes neces-

sarily into view. In the wars of modern £uro|>«, no CAampIci

of the kind, even among nations the most hostile to each other,

can be traced. In the course of 10 years past, the capitals of

the principal powers of the Continent of £arope have been
conquered, and occupied alternately by the victoHoiis armies

of each other, and no instance of such wanton and unjusti-

fiable destruction has been seen. We must go back ^o distant

and barbarous ages to find a parallel for the acts >>( which I

complain. Although these acts of desolation invitt-d, if they

did not impose on, the government the necessity of retaliation,

yet in no instance has it been authorized. The burning of the

village of Newark, in Upper Canada, posterior to the early

outrages above cnumerati^d, was not executed on that principle.

The village of Ncwa: Ijoined Fort>George, audits destruc-

tion was justified by luc olficcr who ordered it, on the ground
that it became necessary in the military operations there. The
act, however, was disavowed by the government. The burn-
ing which took place at Long.point was unauthorized by the

government, and the conduct of the officer subjected to the

investigation of a military tribunal. For the burning of St.

David's, committed by stragglers, the officer who commanded
in that quarter was dismissed without a trial, for not preventing
it.

I!'
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I am commanded by the president distinctly to sfatej that !t

as little comports with any orders issued to the military and
naval commanders of the United States, as it does with the

established and knownl humanity of the American nation, to

pursue a system which it appears you have adopted. The
government owes to itself, and to the principles which it has ever

held sacred, to disavow,, as justly chargeable to it, any such
wanton, cruel, and unjustifiable warfare.

Whatever unauthorized irregularity may have been comnitted

by any of its troops, it would have been ready, act»:ig on these

principles of sacred and eternal obligation, to disavow, and as

far as might be practicable, to repair. But in the plan of deso-

lating warfare which your letter so explicitly makes known,
and which is attempted to be excused on a plea so utterly

groundless, the president perceives a spirit of deep-rooted

hostility, which, without the evidence of such facts, he could

not have believed existed, or would have been carried to such

an extremity.

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever nature they may
be, not sanctioned by the law of nations, which the naval or

military forces of either power may have committed against the

other, this government will always be ready to enter into reci.

procal arrangements. It is presumed that your government
will neither expect or propose any which are not reciprocal.

Should your government adhere to a system of desolation so

contrary to the views and practice of the United States, so

revolting to humanity, and repugnant to the sentiments and
usages of the civilized world, whilst iti will be seen with the

deepest regret, it must and will be met with a determination

and constancy becoming a free people, contending in a just

cause for their essential rights, and their dearest interests.

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, sir, your
most obedient humble servant,

JAMES MONROE.
Vice-admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, com- '

mander in chief of his Britaunic majesty's ; , * ^ •
-

ships and vessels. ,^h

' -»
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No. 70.

Mr, Madison's Proclamation*

Whereas, the enemy, by sudden incursion, have succeeded in
invading the capital of (he nation, defended at the moment by
troops less numerous than their own, and almost entirely

liMi!
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«f the militia ; during their possession of which, thoagh for «
«ingle day only, they wantonly destroyed the public edifices,

having no relation in their structure to operations of war, nor
used at the time fo^ military annoyance ; some of these edifices

being also costly monuments of state, and of arts ; and the
others, depositories of the public archives, not only precious
to the nation, as the memorials of its origin and its early trans>

actions, but interesting to all nations, as contributions to the
general stock of historical instruction and political science.

And, whereas, advantage has been taken of the loss of a
fort, more immediately guarding the neighbouring town of
Alexandria, to place the town within a range of a naral force^

too long and too much in the habit of abusing its superiority,

wherever it can be applied, to require, as the alternative of a
general conflagration, an undisturbed plunder of prirate pro-
perty, which has been executed in a manner peculiarly distress-

ing to the inhabitants, who had inconsiderately cast themselvei

on the justice and generosity of the Tictor.

And, whereas, it now appears, hy a direct communication
from the British naval commander on the American station, to
be his avowed purpose to employ the force under his direction,

in destroying and laying waste such towns and districts upon
the coast as may be found assailable ; adding, to this declara-

tion, the insulting pretext, that it is in retaliation for a wanton
destruction committed by, the army of the United States in

Upper Canada ; when it is notorious, that no destruction has

been committeil, which, notwithstanding the multiplied out-

rages previously committed by the enemy, was not unautho-
. rized, and promptly shewn to be so, and that the United States

have been as constant in their endeavours to reclaim the enemy
from such outrages, by the contrast of their own example, as

they have been ready to terminate, on reasonable conditions, tha

war itself.

And, whereas, these proceedings and declared purposes, which
exhibit a deliberate disregard of the principles of humanity, and
the rules of civilized warfare, and which must give to the ex.

isting war a character of extended devastation and barbarism,

at the very moment of negociation for peace, invited by the

enemy himself, leave no prospect of safety to any thing within

the reach of his predatory and incendiary operations, but in a
fnanly and universal determination to chastise aud expel the

invader.

Now, therefore, I, James Madison, president of the United
States, do issue this my proclamation, exhorting all the good,
people, therefore, to uuitc their hearts and hands in giving ef.

feet to the ample means possessed for that purpose. I enjoin

It oil 1^1 officers, civil iind military, to exert themselves in eii:*

m
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fccuUog the duties with which they are rcspeciirely charged.

And) more especially, I require the officers, commanding the

rcspeclifc military districts, to be vigijant and alert in protiding

for the defence thereof; for the more effectual accomplishment
of which, they are authorized to call to the defence of exposed

and threatened places, proportions of the militia, most conre-

nient thereto, whether they be, or be not, parts of the quotas

detached for the service of the United States, under requisitions

of the general government.

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to the proud feel-

ings and patriotic devotion of the American people, none will

forget what they owe to theroselTes ; what (hey owe to their

country; and the high destinies which await it; what to the

glory acquired now, and to be maintained by (heir suns^ with

the augmented strength and resources with which time and Hea-
Ten have blessed them. In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto

set mj hand, and caused the seal of (he United States to be
affixed to these presents. Done at Washington, Sept. 1, 1814.

By the president, JAMES MADISON.
' James Munroe, secretary of state.

f(«-u
**»»»»^*»*»*»»»
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No. 71.

From colonel Brooke to earl Bathurst.

On board H.M.S. Tonnant, Chesapeake,

My Lord, September 17, 1814.
' 1 h tTC the honor to inform your lordship, t'iat the division of
troops under the command of major-general Ross effected a
disembarkation on the morning of the 12th of September, near

North Point, on the left point of the Patapsco river, distant

from Baltimore about 13 miles, with the view of pushing a re.

connoissance, in co-operation with the naval forces, to that

town, and acting thereon as the enemy's strength and positions

might be found to dictate.

i The approach on this side to Baltimore, lays through a small

peninsula, formed by the Patapsco and Black river, and gene-

rally from two to three miles broad, while it narrows in some
places to less than half a mi^.

Three miles from North point, the enemy had entrenched

himself quite across this neck of land, towards which (the

disembarkation having been completed at an early hour) the

troops advanced.
• The enemy was actively employed in the completion of this

work,—deepening the ditch, and strengthening its front by a
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low abattis ; both which, however, he r<rccipitately abandoned
on the approach of our skirmishers, leaving in our hands some
few dragoons, being part of his rear.guard.

About two miles beyond thi<i point our advance l>ecame en-
gaged ; the country was here closely wooded^ and the enemy's
riflemen were enabled to conceal themselves. At this moment,
the gallant general Ross received a wound in his breast^ which
proved mortal. He only survived to recommend a young and
unprovided family to the protection of his king and country.

. Thus fell, at an early age, one of the brightest ornaments of
his profession ; one who, whether at the head of a rigiment, a
brigade, or corps, had alike displayed the talents of command

;

who was not less beloved in his private than enthu'<iastically ad.
mired in his public character ; and whose only fault, if it may
be deemed so, was an excess of gallantry, enterprise, and devo-
tion to the service.

If ever it were permitted to a soldier, to lament those who
fall in battle, we may indeed, in this instance, claim that melan-
choly privilege.

Thus it is, that the honor of addressing your lordship, and
the command of this army, have devolved upon me ; duties

which, under any other circumstances, might have been em.
braced as the most enviable gifts of fortune ; and here I ven-
ture to solicit, through your lordship, his royal highness the
prince regent's consideration to the circumstances of my sue.

ceeding, during operations of so much moment, to an officer of
such high and established merit.

Our advance continuing to press forward, the enemy's light

troops were pushed to within five miles of Baltimore, where si

corps of about 6000 men, six pieces of artillery, and some
hundred cavalry, were discovered posted under cover of a wood,
drawn up in a very dense order, and lining a strong paling,

which crossed the main road nearly at right angles. The creeks

and inlets of the Patapsco and Black rivers, which ipproach
each other at this poi it, will in some measure accou'it for the

contracted nature of the enemy's position.

I immediately ordered the necessary dispositions fov a general

attack. The light brigade, under the command of major Jones,

of the 4th, consisting of the 85th light infantry, under major
Gubbins, and the light companies of the army, under m^jor
Pringle, of the 91st, covered the whole of the front, driv-

ing the enemy's skirmishers with great loss on his main
body. The 4th regiment, under major Faunce, by a detour

through some hollow ways, gained, unperceived, a lodgement
close upon the enemy's left. The remainder of the right bri-

gade, under the command of the honorable lieutenant>coloncl

MuUins, t;onsisting of the 44th regimentj under major Johnson,

1

1
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tb« iMrlfHHl ofthe fleet under captain Robbiifir, and adetachment af
lemnen under captain Money, of the Trave, formed a line along
the enemy's front ; while the left brigade, under colonel Pater,

ton, consisting of the 31st regiment, commanded by major
Whitaker, the 2d battalion of marines by licutenant-colonet

Malcolm, and a detachment of marines by major Jjewis, re.

mained in columns on the road, vith orders to deploy to hit/

left, and press the enemy's right, the moment the ground be:*

came sufficiently open to admit of that morement.
I In this order, the signal being given, the whole of the

troops adranced rapidly to the charge, in less than 15 minutes,
the enemy's force being utterly broken and dispersed, fled in

every direction orer the country, leaving on the field two pieces

ef cannon, with a considerable number of killed, wounded,
and prisoners.

The enemy lost, in this short but brilliant affair, from 500
to 600 in killed and wounded ; while, at the most moderate
compuation he is at least 1000 hors de combat. The 5th retji.

ment of militia, in particular, has been represented as nearly
annihilated.

The day being now far advanced, and the troops (as is

always the case on the first march after disembarkation) much
fatigued, we halted for the night on the ground of which tho

enemy had been dispossessed. Here, I received a cotnmunica.
tion from vice-admiral the honorable sir A. Cochrane, inform,
ing me that the frigates, bomb-ships, and flotilla of the fleet,

would, on the ensuing morning, take their stations as previ.

ously proposed.

At day.break, on the 13th, the army again advanced, and at

10 o'clock 1 occupied a favorable position eastward of Balti.

more, distant about a mile and a half, and from whence I

could reconnoitre, at my leisure, the defences of that town.

Baltimore is completely surrounded by strong but detached

hills, on which the enemy had constructed a chain of pallisaded

redoubts, connected by a Hmall breast-work ; I have, however,

reason to think, that the defence to the northward and west,

ward of the place, were in a very unfinished state. Chinkapin

hill, which lay in front of our position, completely commands
the town ; this was the strongest part of the line, and here the

enemyseemedmostapprehensiveof an attack. These works were

defended, according to the best information whif h we could ob-

tain, by about 15000 men, with i l^s^ (riin of artillery.

Judging it perfectly feasible, wini ihe description of forces

under my command. I made arniuijrei'n'nN for a nij/lif. attack.

during which the superiority of the ^n^ my's artillrry vTould not

have been so much felt ; and cajitn'm M'-Dmigall, *hv bearer of
these despatches, will have the honor to point out to )our lord-
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ship those particular points of the line which I had propoied to

act on. During the evening, howcfer, I received a communi.
cation from the commander in chief of the naval forces, by
which I was informed, that, in consequence of the entrance to

the harbor being closed up by vessels sunk for that purpose by
the enemy, a naval co-operation against the town and camp
was found impracticable.

Under these circumstances, and keeping in view your lord-

ships instructions, it was agreed, between the vice-admiral and
myself, that the capture of the town would not have been a

iufficient equivalent to the loss which n^ight probably be sus-

tained in storming the heights.

Having formed this resolution; after compelling the enemy
to sink upwards of 30 vessels in different oarts of the harbor

;

causing the citizens to remove almost the whule of their pro-

perty to places of more security inland ; obliging the govern-

ment to concentrate all tho military furce of the f'Virroundlng^

states ; harassing the militia, and forcing them to collect from
any remote districts ; causing the enemy to burn a valuable

rope-walk, with other public buildings, in order to clear the

glacis in front of their redoubts, besides having beaten and
routed them in a general action, I retired on the I4th, threo

miles from the position wliich I had occupied) where 1 halted

during some hours.

This tardy movement was partly caused by an expectation

that the enemy might possibly be induced fo move out of the

entrenchments and follow us ; but he profited b^ the lesson

which he had received on (he 12th ; and towards the evening I

retired the troops about three miles and a half further, where I

took up my ground for the night.

Having ascertained, at a late hour on the morning of tha

15th, that the enemy had no disposition to quit his entrench^

ments, I moved down and re-embarked the army at North
Point, not leaving a man behind, and carrying with me about

200 prisoners, being persons of the best families in the city, and

which number mie;ht have been very considerably increased,

was not the fatigue of the troops an object principally to be

avoided.

I have now to remark to your lordship, that nothing could

surpass the zeal, unanimity, and ardour, displayed by every

description of force, whether naval, military, or marine, during

the whole of these operations.

I am highly indebted to vice-admiral sir A. Cochrane, com.
mander in chief of the naval forces, for the active assistance

and zealons co-operation which he was ready, upon every occa-

sion, to afford me ; a disposition conspicuous in every branch of

l^^fl

'. *
>
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the naTal lerrtce, and which cannot fail to ensure auccest to
every combined operation of this armament.

Captain Edward Crofton, commanding the brigade of seamen
appointed to the small arms, for the animated and enthusiastic

example which he held forth to his men, deserves my approba-
tion ; as do also captains Nourse, Money, Sullivan, and Ram-
say, R.N., for the steadiness and good order which they main-
tained in their several directions.

I feel every obligation to rear-admiral Cockburn, for the

counsel and assistance which he afforded me, and from which 1
derived the most signal benefit.

To colonel Patersun, fur the steady manner in which he
brought his column into action, I give my best thanks.

The honorable lieutenant-colonel Mullins deserved every ap.

probation fur the excellent order in which he led that part of the

right brigade under his command, while charging the enemy in

line.

Major Jones, commanding the light brigade, merits my best

acknowledgments, for the active and skilful dispositions by
which he covered all the movements of the army.

The distinguished gallantry of captain De Bathe, of the 95th

light infantry, has been particularly reported to me, and 1 beg

to record my own knowledge of similar conduct on former oc-

casions.

To major Faunce, of the 4th regiment, for the manner in

which he gained and turned the enemy's left, as well as for

the excellent discipline maintained in that regiment, every parti,

cular praise is due.

The exertions of major Gubbins, commanding the 85th light

infantry ; and of major Kenny, commanding the light compa-
nies, were highly commendable.

Captain Mitchell, commanding the royal artillery ; captain

Carmichael, a meritorious officer of that corps ; and lieutenant

Lawrence, of the marine artillery, are entitled to my best

thanks; as is captain Blanchard, commanding royal engineers,

for the abilities he displayed in his particular branch of the

service.

To lieutenant Evans, of the 3d dragoons, acting deputy.quar.

ter-master-general to this army, for the unremitting zeal,

activity, and perfect intelligence, which he evinced in the dis-

charge of the various and difficult duties of his department, I

feel warmly indebted; and I beg to solicit, throitgh your lord-

ship, a promotion suitable to the high professional merits of this

officer.

Captain M'Dougall, aide de camp to the late general Ross,

(and who has acted as assistant-adjutant-gcncral in the absence
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of major Debbeig through indisposition,) is the bearer of these

despatches ; and having been in the confidence of general Ross,
as well as in mine, will be found perfectly capable of giving

your lordship any further information relative to the operations

of this army which you may require : he is an officer of great

merit and promise, and I beg to recommend him to jrour lord-

ship's protection. I have the honor to be, &c.

ARTHUR BROOKE, colonel commanding.

»##^»^#<^»#»*«»s»

No. 72.

Return of the killed and wounded^ in action mth the enemy^
near Baltimore^ oft the I'ith ofSeptember^ 1814.

General staff";—1 major-general, 3 horses, killed ; 1 hone, wounded.
Royal artillery ;—6 rank and tile, wounded.
Royal marine-artillery;—1 rank and file, killed ; S rank and file,

wounded.
Atk regiment, \tt bait ;—1 Serjeant, 1 rank and file, killed ; 3 ser-

jeants, 10 rank and file, wounded.
Sl<( regiment, i$t bait.;—1 subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 9 rank and file,

killed ; 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 77 rank and file, wounded.
A^th regiment, Ut batt.;—it rank and file, killed; 3 captains, 9

subalterns, 5 Serjeants, 78 rank rand file, wounded.
S5th tight infantry

;

—3 rank and file, killed; 2 captains, 1 subaltern,

S6 rank and file, wounded.
Royal marines, 2d batt. i-^^ rank and file, killed; 10 ranU ard file,

wounded.
Royal marines, 3d batt.;—3 rank and file, killed; 1 se^cant, 9 rank

and file, wounded.
Detachments of royal marines, from the skips, attached to the 2d bat'

taHon;—2 rank and file, killed; 1 rank and file, wounded.
Detachments ofroyal marines, under the command ofcaptain Robyns;—

S rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 9 rank and file, wounded.
Total;— 1 general staff, 1 subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 35 rank and file,

killed; 7 captains, 4 subalterns, 11 Serjeants, and 239 rank and
file, wounded.

'
^ Natnes of officers killed and wounded.

Killed:—General Staff;—Major general Robert Ross.

Slit yi.st/eers;—Lieuttnant Gracie.

Wounded ;—2\stfutileers ;—Brigade-major Renny, slightly ; lieute>

nant Leavocq, severely.

A\th regiment ;—Brigade-major Cnice, slightly ; captain Hamilton
Greenshields, dangerously (since dead) ; captain George Hill, lieutenant

Richard (Jruice, ensign J. White, severely.

%ith Ugh; i«/=anfry;—Captains W. P. De Bathe and J. D. Hicks,
lieutenant G. Wellings, slightly.

Royal marines ;—Captain Joiin Rohyns, severely.

HENRY DEBBEIG, major, A.D.A gen.
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From sir Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Croker*

Sir, H.M S. Tonnant, Chesapeake, Sept. 17. 1811.

I request that you will be pleased to inform my lords commis-

.

•ioners of the admiralty, that the approaching equinoctial new
moon rendering it unsafe to proceed immediately out of the Chesa-

peake with the combined ex|)edition, to act upon the plans which
had been concerted previousto thedeparture of the Iphigenia ; ma-
jor-general Ross and myself resolved to occupy the intermediate

time to advantage, by making a demonstration upon the city of

Baltimore which might be converted into a real attack, should

circumstances appear to justify it ; and, as our arrangementi

were soon made, I proceeded up this river, and anchored

off the mouth of the Patapsco, on the 11th instant, where the

frigates and smaller vessels entered at a convenient distance for

landing the troops.

At an early hour the next morning, the disembarkation of th«

army was effected without opposition, having attached to it a

brigade of 600 seamen, under captain £. Crofton, (late of the

Leopard,) the second battalion of marines, the marines of the

squadron, and the colonial black marines. Rear-admiral Cock,
burn accompanied the general, to advise and arrange as might
be deemed necessary for our combined efforts*

So soon as the army moved forward, I hoisted my flag in the

Surprise, and with the remainder of the frigates, bombs, sloops,

and the rockct.ship, passed further up the river, to render what
co-operation could be found practicable.

While the bomb-vessels were working up, in order that we
might open our fire upon the enemy's fort at day.break next

morning, an account was brought to me, that major-general

Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy, had received a mortal

wound by a musket-ball, which closed his glorious career be-

fore he could be brought off to the ship.

It is a tribute due to the memory of this gallant and respected

ofBcer, to pause in my relation, while i! lament the loss that his

majesty's service and the army, of which he was one of the

brightest ornaments, have sustained by his death. The unani-

mity and the zeal, which he manifested un every occasion, while I

had the honor of serving with him, gave life and ease to the

most antuous undertakings. Too heedless of his personal se-

curity when in the field, his devotion to the care and honor qi

his army has caused th^^ termination of his valuable life. The
major-general has left a wife and family, for whom I am confix

den' his grateful country will provide.

The skirmishes which bad deprived the army of its brave
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general, was a prelude to a most decisive victory over the flower

of the enemy's troops. Colonel Brooke, on whuni the com-
mand devolved, having pushed forward our force to within fivo

miles of Baltimore, where the enemy, alioutdOOO or 7000, had
taken up an advanced position, strengthened by field.pieces, and
where he had disposed himself, apparently with the '.Uontionof

making a determined resistance, fell upon the enemy with such

impetuoiiity, that he was obliged soon to give way, and fly in

every direction, leaving on the field of battle a considerable

number of kilkd and wounded, and two pieces of cannon.

For the particulars of this brilliant affair, 1 beg leave to refer

their lordships to reai<kadmiral Cockburn's despatch, transmitted

herewith.

At day-break the next morning, the bombs having taken
their stations within shell.range, supported by the Surprise,

with the other frigates and sloops, opened their fire upon the

fort that protected the entrance of the harbor, and I had now
an opportunity of observing the strength and preparations of

the enemy.
The approach to the town on the land.side was defended by

commanding heights, upon which was constructed a chain of
redoubts, connected by a breast.work, with a ditch in front,

an extensive train of artillery, and a shew of force that was re-

ported to be from 15 to 20,000 men.

. The entrance by sea, within which the town is retired nearly

three miles, was entirely obstructed b> a barrier of vessels sunk
at the mouth of the harbor, defended inside by gun-boats,

flanked on the right by a strong and regular fortification, and
on the left by a battery of several heavy guns.

'These preparations rendering it impracticable to afford any
essential co-operation by sea, I considered that an attack on
the enemy's strong position by the army only, with such dis-

parity of force, though confident of success, might risk a
greater loss than the possession of the town would compensate

for, while holding in view the ulterior operations of this force

in the contemplation of his majesty's government ; and there,

fore, as the primary object of our movement had been already

fully accomplished, 1 communicated my observations to colonel

Brooke, who, coinciding Mith me in opinion, it was mutually

agpecd that we should withdraw.

The following morning, the army began leisurely to ^tire ;

and so salutary was the effect produced on the enemy by the

defeat he had experienced, that, notwithstanding every oppor.

tuiiiiy was oH'ered tor his repeating the conflict, with an infinite

superiority, our troops re-embarked without molestation. The
ships of war dropped down as the army retired.

The result of this demonstration has been the defeat of ihe

fc I. 2
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army of the enemy, the deitniction, by thcmselvci, of aquaiu
titv of shipping, the burning of an extensive rope.walk, and
other public erectioni ; the causing of them to remove their pro-
party from the city, and, above all, the collecting and harai.

sing of the armed inhabitants from the surrounding country

;

producing a total stagnation of their commerce, and heaping upon
them considerable expenses, at the same time effectually drawinj^

off their attention and support from other important quarters.

It has been a source of the greatest gratification to me, the
continuance of that unanimity existing between the two ser.

ices, which I have before noticed to their lordships ; and I
have reason to assure them, that the command of the army has
fallen upon a most zealous and able officer in colonel Brooke,who
has followed up the system of cordiality that had been so bene-
ficially adopted by his much-Iamented chief.

Rear<admlral Cockburn, to whom I had confided that part
of the naval service which was connected with the army, evinced
his us|ial zeal and ability, and executed his important trust to
my entire satisfaction.

Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated the collection, de-

barkation, and re-embarkation of the troops,' and the supplies

they required, has merited my best thanks for his indefatigable

exertions ; and I have to express my acknowledgments for the

counsel and assistance which, in all our operations, I have re-

ceived from rear-admiral Codrington, the captain of the fleet.

The captains of the squadron, who were employed on tho

artons duties a-float, were all emulous to promote the service

in which they were engaged, and, with the officers acting under
ihem, are entitled to my fullest approbation.

I beg leave to call the attention of their lordships to the re-

port rear-admiral Cockburn has made, of the meritorious and
gallant conduct of the naval brigade ; as well as to the accom.
panying letter from colonel Brooke, expressing his obligation

to captain Edward Crofton, who commanded, and captains T.
B. Sullivan, Rowland, Money, and Robert Ramsay, who had
charge of divisions ; and I have to recommend these officers,

together with those who arc particularly noticed by the rear-

admiral, to their lordship's favorable consideration.

Captain Robyns, of the royal marines, who commanded the

marines of the squadron on this occasion, and in the operations

against Washington, being severely wounded, I beg leave to

bring him to their lordship's recollection, as having been fre-

quently noticed for his gallant conduct during the services in

the Chesapeake, and to recommend him, with lieutenant Samp-
son Marshall, of the Diadem, who is dangerously wounded, to

tlicir lordships' favor and protection.

First^lieutenant John Lawrence, of the royal maxine trtil-

m.'-'
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Icrjr, who commanded the rockct-brigade, has again rendered

essential serrlce, and is highly spoken of by colonel Brooke.

Captain Edward Crofton, who will have the honor of de-

lireving this despatch, is competent to explain any further

particulars; and I beg leave to recommend him to their lord-

ships* protection, as a most zealous and Intelligent officer.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ALEXANDEft COCHRANE,
Vice-admiral, and commander in chief.

To John Wilson Croker, Esq. Ac.

*####*##***##**

- No. 74. .

From rear-admiral Cockburn to sir Alexander Cochrane,

H. M. S. Severn, in the PatapscOy

Sir, 15th Sept. 1814.

In furtherance of the instructions I had the honor to receive

from you on the 11th instant, I landed at day-light on the 12th

with major-general Ross, and the force under his command, at

a place the general and myself had pro« iously fixed upon, near

to North-point, at the entrance of the Patapsco ; and, in con-

formity with his wishes, I determined on remaining on shore,

and accompanying the army, to render him every assistance

within my power during the contemplated movements and ope.

rations; therefore, so soon as our landing was completed, I

directed captain Nourse, of this ship, to advance up the

Patapsco with the frigate, sloops, aud bomb-ships, to bombard
the fort, and threaten the water-approach to Baltimore, and I

mored on with the army and seamen (under captain Edward
Crofton) attached to it, on the direct road leading to the

above-mentioned town.
We had advanced about five miles, (without any other occur-

rence than taking prisonersafew iight-horsemen, ) when thegene-

raland myself, being with the advanced guard, observed a division

of the enemy posted at a turning of the road, extending into a
wood on our left ; a sharp fire was almost immediately opened
upon it, and as quickly returned with considerable effect by our
advanced guard, which pressing steadily forward, soon obliged

the enemy to run off with the utmost precipitation, leaving be-
hind him several men killed and wounded; but it is with the

most heartfelt sorrow I have to add, that in this short and de-
sultory skirmish, my gallant and highly valued friend, the ma.
jor-general, received a muskct-ball through his arm into hit

breast, which proved fatal to him on his way to the water-side
for re-embarkation.

Our country, sir, has lost in him one of its best and bravest

^1,^
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•oldiers ; and those who knew hiiU) ai I did, a Mend moit
honored and beloved ; and I trust, sir, I may be forgiven for

conxidcring it a sacred duty 1 owe to him to mention here, that

MhiUt his wounds were binding up, and we were placing him on
the bearer which was to carry him olT the field, he assured me
that the wonnds he had received in the performance of his duty

to his country, caused him not a pang ; but he felt alone aniiety

for a wife and family, dearer to him than his life ; whem, in the

event of the fatal termination he furestw, he recommended to

the protection and notice of his majesty's government, and the

country.

Colonel Brooke, on whom the command of the army now
devolved, having come up, and the body of our troops having

closed with the advance, the whole proceeded forward about

two miles further, where we observed the enemy in force

drawn up before us
; (apparently about 6000 or 7000 strong ;)

on perceiving our army, he filed off into a large and extensive

>vood on his right, from which he commenced a cannonade on us

from his field.pieces, and drew up his men behind a thick paling,

-where he appeared determined to make his stand. Our field

guns answered his with an evident advantage ; and so soon as

colonel Brooke had made the necessary dispositions, the attack

-was ordered, and execute] in the highest style possible. The
enemy opened his musketry on us from his whole tine, immedi-

ately we approached within reach of it, and kept up his fire till

-we reached and entered the wood, when he gave way in every

direction, and was chased by us a considerable distance with

great slaughter, abandoning his post of the Meeting-house, situ-

ated in this wood, and leaving all his wounded, and two of his

field-guns, in our possession.

An advance of this description, against superior numbers of

an enemy so posted, could not be effected without loss. I have

the honor to enclose a return of what has been suffered by
those of the naval department, acting with the army on this oc-

casion ; and it is, (>ir, with the greatest pride and pleasure I

report to you, that the brigade of seamen with small arms,

commanded by captain £. Crofton, assisted by captains Sullivan,

Money, and Ramsay, (the three senior commanders with the

fleet), who commanded divisions under him, behaved with a

gallantry and steadiness which would have done honor to the

oldest troops, and which attracted the admiration of the army*

The seamen undtr Mr. Jackson, master's mate of the Tonnant,

attached to the rocket brigade, commaiuled by the tirst-lieute*

nant Lawrence, of the marines, behaved also with equal skill

and bravery. The marines, landed from the ships under the

command of captain Robyns, the senior officer of that corps,

belonging to the fleet, behaved with their usual gallantry.

Although, sir, in making to you my report of this action, I

^:i:i
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this action, I

\now !t Is right I should confine myself to mentioning only the

conduct of those belenging to the naval department, yet 1 may
be excused for venturing further to state to you, generally, the

high admiration with which I viewed the conduct of the whole
army, and the ability and gallantry with which it was managed,
and headed, by its brave colonel, which insured to it thesuccetis

h met with.

The night being fast approaching, and the troops much
fatigued, colonel Brooke determined on remaining for the night

on the field of battle ; and, on the morning of the 13ih, leaving

a small guard at the Meeting-house to collect and protect the

wounded, we again moved forwards towards Baltimore ; on
approaching which, it was found to be defended by extremely

strong works on every side, and immediately in frOnt of us by
an extensive hill, on which was an entrenched camp, and great

quanties of artillery ; and the information we cjllected, added
to what we observed, gave us to believe there were at least,

within their works, from 15 to 20,000 men. Colonel Brooke
lost no time in reconnoitring theso defences ; after which, he

made his arrangement for storming, during the ensuing ni^ht,

with his gallant little army, the entrenched camp in onr front,

notwithstanding all the difficulties which it presented. The
subsequent communications which we opened with you, how>
ever, induced him to relinquish again tH^ id(a, and therefore

yesterday morning the afmy retired lei<inrely to the Meeting*

house, where it halted for some hours to make the necessary ar.

rangements respecting the wounded and the prisoners taken on
the 12th, which being completed, it made a further short move-
ment in the evening towards the place where it had dis.em-

barked, and where it arrived this morning for re.embarltation,

without suflering the slightest molestation from the enemy ;

who, in spite of his superiority of number, did not even ven.

ture to look at us during the slow and deliberate retreat.

As you, sir, were in person with the advanced frigalt-s, sloops,

and bumb-vessels, and as, from the road the army took, 1 did not

see them after quitting the beach, it would be superfluous for me
tomake any report to you respecting them. I have now, there-

fore, only to assure you of my entire satisfaction and approUa-

tion of the conduct of every officer and man employed under

me, during the operations above detailed, and to express to

you how particularly I consider myself indebted to captain Kd.
ward Crofton, (acting captain of the Royal Oak,) for the

gallantry, ability, and zeal, with which he led on the brigade of

seamen in the action of the 12th, and executed all the other ser-

vices with which he has been entrusted since our landing ; to

captain White, (acting captain of the AKvon,) who attended

me af my aide do camp the whole time, and rendered me eve/y
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possible assistance ; to captuns Snlli?an. Money, and Ramiajr^
who commanded diyiaions of the brigade of seamen ; to lieute-

nant James Scott, of the Albion, whom I have had much fre-

quent cause to mention to you on former occasions, and who in

the battle of the 12th commanded a division ol seamen, and
behayed most gallantly, occasionally also acting as an extra aide

de camp to myself. Captain Robyns, who commanded the nuU
rines of the fleet, and who was severely wounded during the en-

{;agement, I also beg to recommend to your favourable notice

and consideration, as well as lieutenant George C. Urm!>ton, of
the Albion, whom I placed in command of the smaller boats, to

endeavour to keep up a communication between the army and
nayy, which he effected by gre^tt perseverance, and thereby ren>

dered us most essential service. In short, sir, every individual

seemed animated with equal anxiety to distinguish himself by
good conduct on this occasion, and I trust, therefore, the whole
v/ill be deemed worthy of your approbation.

Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was good enough to receive

my flag for this service ; he rendered me great assistance in get.

ting the ships to the different stations within the river, and when
the storming of the fortified hill was contemplated, he hastened

to my assistance with a reinforcement of seamen and marines

;

and I should consider myself wanting in candour and justice did

I not particularly point out, sir, to you, the high opinion I en-

tertain of the enterprise and ability of this valuable officer, not
only for his conduct on this occasion, but on the very many
others on which I have employed him since with me in the

Chesapeake. I have the honour to be, Sfc»
*"

G£OHG£ COCK3URN, rear-admirja.

Vice-admiral thehon. sir A. Cochrane, K.B. n . ,
.-

Commander in chief. .- ;= j^j , , .

#«#tfvr####»««##«

ill

A
No. 75.

Colonel Brooke to the same.

On board his majesty's ship Tonnant,
Dear sir, September 15, 1814

I beg leave to be allowed to state to you, how much I feel

indebted to captain Crofton, commanding the brigade of sailors

from his majesty's ships under your command ; as also to cap-

tuns Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, for their very great exer-

tions in performing every formation made by his majesty's

troops, having seen myself those officers expose themselves to

the hottest of the enemy's lire, to keep thcijr mea in the lino of,

• £.
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14

much I feel

ide of sailors

also to cap.

J great exer.

is majesty's

hemselves to

n the lino of.,

iD»rc1i, with the disciplined troops. The obedient and steady
conduct of the sailors, believe me, sir, excited the admiration
of %\&tY individual of the army, as well as my greatest gratitude.

Believe me to be, dear sir,

ARTHUR BROOKE, coL.com.
Vice-admiral the hon. sir A. Cochrane, K.B. „ . ,,

,

^ommander-in.chief. , ,„ ;.

<i

No. 76..

A return of killed and wounded belonging to the navy, disem-
barked with the army undejr major-general Ross^ September^
13, 1814.

Tonnant ;-~l petty officer, 5 seaman, 3 marines, wounded.
Albidn;—3 seamen killed; 1 petty officer, 8 seamen, 6 marines^

wounded.
Ramillies;—2 marines killed ; 4 petty officers, 6 seamen, 4 marines,

wounded.
Diadem;—1 officer, 2 seamen, wounded. .,,- .^;,^

Melpomene;— 1 petty officer killed. -=, i

3V(it7e;^1 seaman wounded. i^

;

» . ^

Madagascar

;

— 1 marine killed ; 1 marine wounded.
Royal Oak

;

— 1 marine wounded.
Total killed— 1 petty officer, 3 seamen, 3 marines.
Total wounded— 1 officer, 6 petty officers, 22 soamen, 15 marines.

Names of officers killed and wounded. .

Killed—Melpomene;—Mr. William, (or Arthur) Edmonson, clerk.

Wounded—2bnnan< ;—captain Robyns, royal marines, severely;

Mr. Charles OkIc, midshipman, severely.

Diadem;—lieutenant S. Marshall, severely.

Albion;—John Billett, quarter-master, severely.

Ramillies /—Robert Wafton (or Walton) boatswain*s-mate, severely;

Henry Bakewell yeoman of the powder-room, badly ; John Prickett,

ship's corporal, slightlv.

G. COCKBURN, rear-admiral.

,^j-f;

No. 77.

JFVom major-general Smith, to the American secretary at war,

(Extract,)

About the time general Strieker had taken the ground just

mentioned, he was joined by brigadier-general Winder, who
had been stationed on the west side of^ the city, but was now
ordered to march with general Douglas's brigade of Virginia

militia, and the United States' dragoons, under captain Bird,

and take po^t on the left of general Strieker. During tbcie

^« w
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moTementSj the brigades of generals Stansbury and Foreman^
the seamen and marines under commodore Rodgers, the Penn*
sylvania volunteers undr r colonels Cobean and Findley, the

Baltimore artillery under colonel Harris, and the marine
artillery under captain Stiles, manned the trenches and the

batteries—all prepared to receive the enemy. We remained

in this situation during the night.

On Tuesday, the enemy appeared in front of my entrench-

ments, at the distance of two miles, on the Philadelphia road,

from whence he had a full view of our position. He manoeu-
vred during the morning towards our left, as if with the

intention of making a circuitous march, and coming down on
the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder and Strieker

were ordered to adapt their movement to those of the enemy,

so ^s to baffle this supposed intention. They executed this

Order with great skill and judgment, by taking an advantage-

ous position, stretching from my left across the country, when
the enemy was likely to approach the quarter he seemed io

threaten. This movement induced the enemy to concentrate

liis forces (between one and two o'clock), in my front, pushing

his advance t« within. a mile of us, driving in our videttes, and
showing an intention of attacking us that evening. I imme-
diately drew generals Winder and Striker nearer to the left of

my entrenchments,^ and to the right of the enemy, with the

intention of their falling on his right or rear, should he attack

me ; or, if he declined it, o( attacking him in the morning.

To this movement, and to the strength of my defence, which

the eneniy had the fairest opportunity of observing, I am
induced to attribute his retreat, which was commenced at half-

past one o'clock on Wednesday morning. In this he was so

favored by the extreme darkness, and a continued rain, that

we did not discover it un il day-light.

I have now the pleasure of calling your attention to the

brave commander of Fort M^Henry, major Armistead, and to

the operations confined to that quarter. The enemy made his

approach by water at the same time that his army was advanc-

ing on the land, and commenced a discharge ol bombs and

rockets at the fort, as soon as he got within range of it. The
situation of majos Armistead was peculiarly trying—the enemy
having taken his position such a distance, as to render offensive

operations on the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst their

bombs and rockets were every moment falling in and about it

—-the office;^ and men, at the san e time, entirely exposed.

The vessels, lowcver, had the temerity to approach somewhat

nearer— they were as soon conipelUd to withdraw. During

the night, whilst the enemy on land was retreating, and whilst

m
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the bombardment was most severe, two or three rocket Tessels

and. barges succeeded in getting up the Ferry Branch, but thejr

ivere soon compelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter,

commanded by lieutenant Newcomb, of the na?y, and lieute.

nant Webster, of the flotilla. These forts also destroyed one of
the barges, with alS on board. The barges and battery at the

Lazaretto, under the command of lieutenant Rutter, of the

flotilla, kept up a brisk, and it is believed, a successful fire,

during the hottest period of the bombardmeikt. ^'^>> '^*

***»**»»*-»**9*^

No. 78.

'
: From Captain Lockyer to vicemudmiral Cochrane,

'• •'-
• f His Majesty's sloop Soph':>, Cat island

SIR, Roads, Dec. 18, 1814.

I beg leave to inform you, that in pursuance of your orders,

the boats of the squadron which you did me the honour to place
under my command, were formed into three divisions, (the first

headed by myself, the second by captain Montressor of the
Manly, and the third by captain Roberts of the Meteor,) and
proceeded on the night of the 12th instant from the frigate's

anchorage, in quest of the enemy's flotilla.

After a very tedious row of thirty.six hours, during which
the enemy attempted to escape from us, the wind fortunately

obliged him to anchor off* St. Joseph's island, and nearing him
on the morning of the 14th, I discovered his force to consist

of five gun.vesscls of the largest dimensions, which were
moored in a line a-breast, with springsi on their cables, and
boarding nettings triced up, evidently prepared for our re-

ception.

Observing, also, as we approached the flotilla, an armed
sloop endeavouring to join them, captain Roberts, who volun-

teered to take her with part of his division, succeeded .in cutHng
her olT and capturing her without much opposition.'

About 10 o'clock, having closed to within long gun.shot,

I directed the boats to come to a grapnel, and the people to

get their breakfasts; and, as soon as they had finished, we
again took to our oars, and pulling up to the enemy against a
strong current, running at the rate of nearly three miles aH
hour exposed to a heavy and destructive fire of round and
grape, about noon 1 had the satisfaction ol closing with the

commodore in the Seahorse's barge.

After several minutes' obstinate resistance, in which the

greater part of the officers and crew of this boat were either

killed or wounded, myself amongst the latter, severely, we
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succeeded in boarding^ and being seconded by the Seahbrte't

first barge, commanded by Mr. White, midshipman, and

aided by the boats of the Tonnant, commanded by lieutenant

Tatnell, we soon carried her, and turned her guns with good

effect upon the remaining four.

During th|s time captain Montresor's division was making
eVery possible exertion to close with the enemy, and with the

assistance of the other boats, then joined by captain Rol^rts,

in about five minutes we had possession of. the whole of the

flotilla.

I hare to lament the loss of many of my brate and gallant

companions, who gloriously fell in this attack ; but, consider-

ing the great strength of the enemy's vessels (whose force is

underneath described) and their state of preparation, we have

by no means suffered so severeljr as mi|(ht have been expected.

lam under the greatest obligations to the officers, seamen,

and marines, 1 had the honor to command on this occasion,

to whose gallantry and exertions the service is indebted for the

ca|)ture of these vessels; any comments of mine would fall

ahort of the praise due to them : I am especially indebted to

captains Montresor and Roberts for their advice and assistance:

they are entitled to more than I can say of them, and have my
best thanks for the admirable style in which they pushed on
with their divisions to the capture of the remainder of the

enemy's flotilla.

In an expedition of this kind, where so many were concerned,

and so much personal exertion and bravery was displayed, I

find it impossible to particularize every individual who distin-

guished himself, and deserves to be well spoken of, but I feel

it my duty to mention those whose behaviour fell immediately

under my own eye.

Lieutenant George Pratt, second of the Seahorse, who com-
manded that ship's boats, and was in the same boat with me,
conducted himself to that admiration which I cannot sufficiently

express ; in his attempt to board the enemy, he was several

times severely wounded, and at last so dangerously, that

I fear the service will be deprived of this gallant and promising
young officer.

I cannot omit to mention, also, the conduct of lieutenants

Tatnell and Roberts, of the Tonnant, particularly the former,
who, after having his boat sunk alongside, got into another,
and gallantly pushed on to the attack of the remainder of the
flotilla. Lieutenant Roberts was wounded in closing with the

enemy. I have the honor to be, &c.

NICH. LOCKYER, captain.
Vice-admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane,

commander«in- chief, &c. &c. &c'
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No. 1.—Gun-vessel, 1 long 24-pounder, 4 l?*pounder carronadeSf
and 4 swivels, with a complenient of 45 men ; captain Jones, com-
modore.
No. Q.—Gun-vessel, 1 long 32-poun(ier, 6 long 6-pQunders, S 6-inch

howitzers, and four swivels, with a complnraent of 4ft men ; lieutenaut

M'lves.

No. 3.—Gun-vessel, 1 long 34-pounder, 4 long 6-ponnders, and 4
swivels, with a complement 0145 men.

No. 4 -r-Guii-vessel, 1 long 34pouuder, 4 12-pounder carronadesy

with a complement of 45 men.
No. 5.—Gun-vessel, 1 long 34-pounder, 4 12-pou:ider carronades,

with a com|)lement of 45 men.
No. 6.—Armed sloop, 1 long 6-pounder, 3 12-pounder carronades,

with a complement of 20 men.

NICHOLAS LOCKYER, captain.

»»»»»»***»**»*»

A Jist of the killed and wounded in the boats of his rnqjestys

^hips at the capture of the American gun~V€ssels near hevo
Orleans,

Tonnant ;— 1 able seaman, 2 ordinary seamen, killed ; 1 lieutenant,

4 midshipmen, 4 able seamen, 4 ordinary, 2 landmen,3 private marines*

wounded.
Norge\— 1 quarter-master killed : 1 master^s-mate, 4 able seamen,

3 ordinary seamen, 1 private marine, wounded.

Bedford;—1 seaman killed; 2 lieutenant^ 1 masterVmate, 2 sea-

men, wounded. - ,

Royal Oak;—1 seaman wounded.

RamUlies; •—4 seamen killed; 9 seamen wounded.

Armide;-~\ seaman killed.

Cifdnui;—! midshipman, 1 seaman, 2 private marines, wounded.
Seahorse ;— 1 midshipman, 1 volunteer of the 1st class, 1 able seaman,

1 ordinary seaman, 1 private marine, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 2 midship-

men, 1 lieutenant of marines, 7 able seamen, 7 ordinary seamen, 1

landman, 4 private marines, wounded.

Trave ;—1 volunteer of the 1st class, 1 captain of the foretop, killed;

1 private marine wounded.

(So/>Aic;—l captain wounded.
^ i ,

JWlefcor;—3 seamen wounded. ^ . .

- '

Belle Pottle
',

—2 seamen wounded. '

Gorgon— 1 masterVmaie wounded.

Total—3 midshipmen, 13 sean-en, 1 private marine, killed; 1 cap-

tain, 4 lieutenants, 1 lieutenant of marines, 3 masterVmates, 7 mid-
shipmen, 50 sea,men, 1 1 marines, wounded. .,'.:.
GrmidTotai-— 17 killed; 77 wounded.

captain.
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From lieutenant Jones to commodwe Patterson,

ri'A

Sir, New Orleans, Itth March, 1815.

Having sufficiently recovered my strength, I do myself the
honor ofreporting to you the particulars of the capture of the

division of United States* gun. boats late under my command.
On the 12th December, 1814, the enemy's fleet off Ship island

increased to such a force as to render it no longer safe or pru.
dent for me to continue on that part of the lakes with the small

force which I commanded. I therefore determined to gain a
station near the Malheureux islands as soon as pos;;ible, which
situation (vould better enable me to oppose a further penetra-

tion of the enemy up the lakes, and at the same time afford

me an opportunity of retreating to the Petite Coquillcs if

necessary.

At 10, A.M. on the 13th I discovered a large flotilla of barges

had left the fleet, (shaping their course towards the Pass Chris-

tian,) which 1 supposed to be a disembarkation of troops intended

to land at that place. About S, P.M. the enemy's flotilla

having gained the Pass Christian, and continuing their course

to the westward, convinced me that an attack on the gun.boats

nvas designed. At this time the water in the lakes was uncom.
monly low, owing to the westerly wind which had prevailed for

a number of days previous, and which still continued from tho

same quarter. Nos. 150, 162 and 163, although in <hc best

channel, were in 11 or 18 inches less water than their draught.

Every effort was made to get them a-float by throwing over-

board all articles of weight that could be dispensed with. At
3 30, the flood.tide had commenced ; got under weigh, making
the best of my way towards the Petite Coquilles. At 3 45,
the enemy despatched three boats to cut out the schooner Sea-

horsie, which had been sent into the bay St. Louis that morning
to assist in the .emoval of the public stores, which I had pre.

viously ordered. There finding a removal impracticable, I

ordered preparations to be made for their destruction, least

they should fall into the enemy's hands. A few dischiu-ges of

grapcishot from the Seahorse compelled the three boats, which
had attjicked her, to retire out of reach of her guns, until they

were joined by four others, when the attack was recommencod
by the seven boats. Mr. Johnson having chosen an advantage-

ous position near the two 6-pounders mounted on the bank,
maintained a sharp action for near 30 minutes, when the enemy
hauled off, having one boat apparently much injured, and with

the loss of several men killed and wuunded. At 7 30, an

explosion at the bay, and soon after a large fire;, -induced me to



terson,

irch, 1815.

lo myself the

capture of the

r command,
off Ship island

r safe or pru.

vith the small

ined to gain a
)ssible, which
pther penetra.

c time afford

! Coquillcs if

tilla of barges

16 Pass Chris,

oops intended

icmy's flotilla

r their course

the gun-boats

; was uncom.
prevailed for

lued from tho

gh in the best

heir draught,

rowing over-

ed with. At
eigh, making
s. At 3 45,
chooncr Sea-

that morning
ch I had pre-

racticable, I

ruction, least

discharges of

boats, which
IIS, until thoy

recommenced
,n advantage-

in the bank,
en the enemy
ed, and with

\t 7 30, an

[iduced mc to

APPENDIX. 5«T

beliere the Seahorse was blown up and the public store-house

let on fire, which has proreil to be the fact.

About 1 A.M. on the 14th, the wind 4iafing entirely died

away, and our vessels become unmanageable, came to anchor
in the west.end of Malheureux island's passage. At daylight

next morning, still a perfect calm, the enemy's flotilla was
about nine miles from us at anchor, but soon got in motion and
rapidly advanced on us. The want of wind, and the strong

ebb-tide which was setting through the pass, left me but one
alternative, which was, to put myself in the most advantageous
position, to give the enemy as warm a reception as possible.

The commanders were all called on board and made acquainted

with my intentions, and the position which each vessel was to

take, the whole to form a close line a<breast across the channel,

anchored by the stern with springs on the cable, &c. &c. Thus
we remained anxiously awaiting an attack from the advancing

foe, whose force I now clearly distinguished to be composed of

42 heavy launches and gun-barges, with three light gigs,

manned with upwards of 1000 men and officers. About 30,
the Alligator (tender) which was to the southward and east,

ward, and endeavouring to join the division, was captured by
several of the enemy's barges, when the whole flotilla came>to,

with their grapnels a little out of reach of our shot, apparently

making arrangements for the attack. At 10 30, the enemy
weighed, forming a line a-breast in open order, and steering

direct for our line, which was unfortunately in some degree

broken by the force of the current, driving Nos. 156 and 163
about 100 yards in advance. As soon as the enemy came
within reach of our shot, a deliberate fire from our long guns
was opened upon him, but without much eflfuct, tho objects

being of so small a size. At 10 minutes before II, the enemy
opened.a fire from the whole of his line, when the action became
general and destructive on both sides. About 11 49, the ad.

vance boats of the enemy, three in number, attempted to board

No. 156, but were repulsed with the loss of nearly every oihcer

killed or wounded, and two boats sunk. A second attempt

to board was then made by four other boats, which shared

almost a similar fate. At this moment I received a severe

wound in my left shoulder, which compelled me to quit the

deck, leaving it in charge of Mr. George Parker, master's-

mate, who gallantly defended the vessel until he was severely

wounded, when the enemy, by his superior number, succeeded

in gaining possession of the deck about 10 minutes past 12

o'clock. The enemy immediately turned the guns of his prize

on the other gun.boats, and fired several shot previous to

striking the American colours. The action continued with

unabaling severity i^ntil 40 miuntes past 12 o'clock; when it
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termiitatcd with tlio surrender of No. 33, all tbe otW Teiiels

having previously fallen into the handf of the enemj.

In this unequa.! contest our loss in killed and wounded hai

been trifling, compared to that of the enemy.
Enclosed you will receive a list of the killed and wounded,

and a correct statement of the force which I had the honor to

command at the commencement of the action, together with aa

estimate of the force I had to contend against, as acknowledged
by the enemy, which will enable you to decide how far the

honor of our country's flag has been supported in this conflict.

I have the honor to be, &c.
THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES.

No. 81.

St^ement of the effective forces of a division of the United
States* gun.boats under the command of lieutenantmcom*

manding Thomas Ap Catesby Jones^ at the commencement
of the action^ with a flotilla of English gun-boats^ on the
Uth Decsmber 1814.

GuD'boat No. 5, 5 ^ns, 36 men, sailing-master John D. Ferris : gun-
boat 23, 5 guns, 39 men^ lieutenant Isaac M'Keeve ; gun-boat No. 156k
5 guns, 41 men, lieutenant'commandant Thomas A. C. Jones ; gun.
boat 162, 5 guns, 35 men, lieutenant Robert Spedden ; gun-boat 163,
3 guns, 31 men, sailing-master George Ulrick.

Total—23 guns, 182 men.

N.B The schooner Seahorse, had one 6. pounder, and 14
men, sailing-master William Johnson, commander; nonekilled
or wounded.
The sloop Alligator (tender) had one 4-pounder and eight

men, sailing-master Richard S Shepperd, commander.
THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES.

J

^*^»^***»»»-»'

No. 82.

Statement qf the British forces which were engaged in the

capture of the late Untied States* gunboats, Nos. 33, 156, 5,

162, and 163, near the Malheureux islands^ lake Borgne,
14th December, 1814.

Forty launches and barges, mounting one carronadei each of 12. 18,

and 24 caliber.

One launch, mounting one long brass 12-poundcr.

One launch, mounting one long brass 9-poundcr.
' Tliree gigs, with small-arms only.

Total number of boats—45.
(^.. Total number of caanon—43* .. - .
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otW TMiels

BY JONES,

iacfaof 1S». 18y

The above flotilla was manned with 1200 men and odicers,

commanded by captair. Lockyer, who received three severe

wounds in the action. The enemy, as usual, will not ackno«v.

ledge his loss on this occasion in boats or men ; but from the

nature of the action, and the observations made by our officers,

while prisoners in their fleet, his loss in killed and wounded may
be justly estimated to exceed 300, among whom are an unusual

proportion of oflicers.
, .. ,
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• -vi . No. 83.

From major-general Keane to mtfjor-general (he honorable sir

Eduard Pakenham.

rji- f* '
'.i ' Camp on the left bank of the Missis-

>WiJlJ -afu )^ t^fejaivn . sippi, nine miles from New Orleans,
- Sin, December 2(J, 1814.
.' I have the honor to inform you, that between the 17th and
33d instant, the troops destined for the attack of New Orleans,

were collected at Isle aux Foix, which is the entrance of the

Pearl river. f

Having learnt that it was possible to effect a landing at the head
of the bayou Catalan, which runs into lake Borgnc, I directed

major Forrest, assisstant-quarter-master-general, to have it

reconnoitred. Lieutenant Peddie, of that department, accom-
panied by the honorable captain Spencer of the navy, ascer.

tained on the night of 18th, that boats coald reach the head of

the bayon, from which a communication might be made to the

high road, on the left bank of the Mississippi, leading to New
Orleans.

On the morning of the 33d, every arrangement being made by
vice-admiral the honorable sir Alexander Cochrane, I deter-

mined to attempt it. The light brigade, composed of the 8dttv

and 05th regiments, captain Lane's rocketeers, 100 sappers and
miners, and the 4th regiment as a support, the whole under t^e

command of colonel Thornton, were placed in the boats, and
the 31st, 44th, and 93d regiments, under colonel Brooke, and
a large proportion of artillery under major Munro, were em-
barked in small vessels.

At 10 A.M. on (be 22d, we sailed from Pearl River and
reached the head of the bayou at day-light next morning. A
landing was immediately eifected without any othor opposition

than the country presented; captain Blanchard of the royal

engidcers, in the course of two hours, opened a communication
through several fields of reeds, intersected by deep muddy
ditches, bordered by a low swampy wood^ colonel Thornton

m
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fhen adfanccd and gained the high road, taking of a position

with the right resting on the road, and the left on the Missis-

sippi. In thii situation I intended to remain untill the boats

returned for the rest of the troops to the Tesicls, some of which
grounded at a great distance.

At about eight o'cloclc in the evening when the men, much
fatigued by the length of time they had been in the lioats, were

asleep in their birouac, a heavy flanking fire of round and grape«<

shot was opened upon them, by a large schooner and two gun-

vessels, which had dropped down the river from the town and

anchored a-breast of our fires ; immediate steps were necessary

to cover the men, and colonel Thornton, in the most prompt
and judicious manner, placed his brigade under the inward
flope of the tiank of the river, as did also lieutenant.colonel

Brooke, of the 4th regiment, behind some buildings which were
near that corps. This movemont was so rapid that the troops

suffered no more than a single casualty.

The 3-pouuders being the only guns up,- the successor a
few 13-pound rockets, directed by captain I^ne, was tried

against these vessels ; but the ground on which it was necessary

,to lay them not licing even, they were found not to answer,

and their firing was ceased.

A most vigorous attack was then made on the advanced front

and right flank piquets, the former of the 95 th, under captain

Hallan, the latter the 8Ath, under captain Schaw ; these officers,

and their respective piquets, conducted themselve with firmness,

and checked the enemy for a considerable time, but renewing

their attack with a large force, and pressing at these points,

colonel Thornton judged it necessary to move up the remainder

of both corps. The 85th regiment was commanded by brevet-,

major Gubbins, whose conduct cannot be too much cob-
mended. On the approach of his regiment to the point of attack,

the enemy, favored by the darkness of the night, concealed

themselves under a high fence which separated the fields, and
calling to the men as friends, under pretence of being part of

our own force, offered to assist them in getting over, which was
no sooner accomplished than the 85th found itself in the midst

of very superior numbers, who, discovering themselves, called

on the regiment immediately to surrender—the answer was an
instantaneous attack ; a more extraordinary conflict has per-

haps never occurred, absolutely hand to hand both officers aad
men. It terminated in the repulse of the enemy with the

capture of 30 prisoners. A similar finesse was attempted with

the 95th regiment, which met the same treatment.

Thti enemy finding his reiterated attacks were repulsed by
colooftl Thornton, at half-past 10 o'clock advanced a large

columtt against our centre ; perceiving his intention, I directed
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colonel StoTin to order liou(ena,nt.colonel Dale, with 130 men
of the 93d regiment, who had just reached the camp, to vnoim.

forward and use the bayonet, holding the 4th regiment In hand,
formed in line, as my last renerve. Colonel Dale epdeaTourcd.

to execute his orders, but the crafty enemy would not meet him,
seeing the steadiness of his small body, gave it a heavy fire, and
quickly retired. Colonel Brooke, uitli four companies of the

2l8t regiment, fortunately appeared at that moment on our
right flank, and sufficiently secured it from further attack.

The enemy now dcleriAined on making a last effort, and,
collecting the whole of his force, formed an extensive line, and
moved directly against the light brigade. At first this line drove
in all the advanced posts, but colonel Thornton, whose noble
exertions had guaranteed all former success, was at hand; he
rallied his brave comrades round him, and moving forward with
a firm determination of charging, appalled the enemy, who^
from the lesson he had received on the same ground in the

early part of the evening, thought it prudent to retire, and did.

not again dare to advance. ,r
s
^ .. . j. V/ <.

It wasafiow 12 o'clock, and the firing ceased on both sides.

From the best information I can obtain, the enemy's force^

amounted to 5000 men, and was commanded by major-general

Jackson: judging from the number left on the field, his lotft.

must have been severe. 1 now beg leave to inclose a list of our
casualties on that night, and have only to hope it will appear tQ

you, that every officer and soldier on shore did his duty.

To sir Alexander Cochrane I feel particularly obliged for his

very friendly counsels and ready compliance with every wish I

expressed respecting the service or welfare of the troops.

To rear-admiral Malcolm, and the several captains employed in

the landing, &c. I confess the greatest obligation. I must leave

it to the vice-admiral to du them the justice they so much
deserve, for I cannot find words to express the exertions made
by every branch of the navy, since the period of our a^rrival on
this coast. <

In the attack made on the centre, lieutenant-cclonel Stovin,

assistant.adjutant.general, received a severe wound, which
deprived me of hi>i able services ; to him and major Forrest,

assistant.quarter.master-general, I feel greatly indebted ; they

arc both officers of great merit. Colonel Brooke is entitled to

every praise for securing our right flank.

To colonel Thornton I feel particularly grateful ; his conduct

on the night of the 23d I shall ever admire and honor. He
headed his brigade in the most spirited manner, and afforded it

a brilliant example of active courage and cool determination.

I have every reason to be satisfied with lieutenant-colonel

Brooke, commanding the 4th regiment; as also with major
M M St

.^i
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Mitchell, of the OAth, who wai unfortunately taken prisoner

at the close of the affttir.

The exertions of major Munroe, of the royal artillery, were
unremitting ; to him, and the ofBcurs under his comniAnd, I feel

erery obligation. The assistance given by captain Blancharcf,

and the ofltcers of the royal engineers, was most conspicuous,

and entitle them to my best thanks.

Brevet-major Hooper, acting depnty assistant-adjutant,

general, was attached to the light brigade. Colonel Thornton
states, that he derived the greatest benefit from his activity,

«eal, and judgment. I regret to have to add that he was very

severely wounded, and had his leg amputated in the course of

the night.

The indefatigable zeal and intelligence displayed by lieu-

tenants Peddieand Evans, of thequarter-master-general's depart-

ment, entitle them to the most favorable consideration.
'' Assistunt-conimissary-general Wemyss^s arrangements were
satisfactory, and deputy-inspector Thompson claims my best

acknowledgements, for the care and attention shewn to the

wounded, the whole of whom were collected, dressed, and com-
fortably lodged, before two in the morning. '^

Major Mills, of the 14th light dragoons, accompanied me on
shore ; from him, captain Persse, my aide de camp ; and the

honorable lieutenant Curzon, naval aide de camp, I received

ever} assistance.

Trusting that the steps I pursued while in command will

meet your approbation,

1 have the honor to be, &c. '

JOHN KEANE, maj,.gen.
tf b'-- "^f<y*i»>

I i

•1

'

^4^»r0»»*** r9»*

No. 84. - .i>

Return of casualties in action with the enemy near Neiis

Orleans^ on the ^3d and 24//t December, 1814.

General stftff";— 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 lieutenant, wounded.

Royal artillery ; 2 rank and file, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 7 rank and file,

wounded.
Royal engineers, sappers and miners ; 1 rank and file missing.

4th foot

;

—1 captain, 1 lieutenant,! serjeant, 1 drummer, 1 rank

and file, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 14 rank and file, wounded.

iXtt foot ;— I captain, 2 rank and file, killed : 1 serjeant, 2 drum-

mers, 8 rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank and file, missing.

85thfo''l; 2 captains, II rank and file, killed ; i captain, 3 lieute-

nants, 4 Serjeants, 2 drummers, 57 rank and file, wounded ; I lieute-

nants, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 16 rank and file, missing.

9Sdfoot ;— 1 rank and file, wounded.
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lommand m\\

"tithfoot ;—a lerjeaiils, 17 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 3 Iteute-

aaiitii, 5 serjeaiiU, oi rank und Ale, wuundud ; I nmjur, 9 terjeanti, 30

faiik iind (il'.-, iiii»sm||(.

Total ;— 1 cnptnins, 1 lieut«nant, 7 seneants, 1 druminer, 33 rank

« and file, killed ; 1 lieiitenant-cuionel, 1 major, 2 cnptHiiiH, 8

lieutenants, lU Berjoantb, 4 driininiers, 141 rank and file, wound-

ed ; 1 mnior, 1' lieutenant, 1 eniign, 3 Serjeants, 58 rank and

file, inihsiii;;.

• Names of the ;>tficcr8 killed, wounded, and misoing.

' Killed'- AthJ'ool\—Ci ptain FrancisJulmstuue,lieutenantJobnSuilier-

land. '

^Ulfoot ;—Cnplain William Conran.
- SH/i/oot ;—-Cnptains Charles Grey and Charles Harris «

Wounded'^general stuff;—Lieutenant-colonel Stuvin, 2Bth ioor, ai-

sistant-adjutuitt-tienerHl, keverely, but not dangerously : major Hooper,

87th foDt, deputy assistant'ndjutant general, severely; {\e^ Hmputiiied;)

lieutenant Ddacy Kvans, Sd dragoons, deputy assistunt-qiiarter-mnbter-

general, ««verely. '

JHot/al Artillery',—Lieutenant James Christie, severely. %

t 4thfoot ;—Lieutenant Thomas Moody, severely.

b5M/ufi^;—Captain James Knoi, lieutenants George Willings, Fre-

derick Maunsell, and William Hicknon, severely.

95/A /«yf ;—Captain Williinn Hallen, lieutenant Daniel Forlics, se-

verely ; lieutenant W. J. G. Farmer, slightly.

* Ma»iM4'—35<A/oo/;—Lieutenant William Walker, ensign George

Asliton.

95M/cw^—Major S.muel Mitchell. -

FRED. STOVIN, licut.-col. dep. adj.-gen. j

w

•
'.- *

*#***##**##**#*

.
' No. 85.

From rnqjor-general Jackson to the American secretary at tear.

Head-quarters, 7th military district, camp below

Siu, New Orleans, 27th Dec. A.M.
The loss of our gun.boats near the pass of the Rigolets,

having given the enemy command of lake Borgne, he was cna-

bled to choose his point of attack. It became therefore an ob-

ject of importance to obstruct the numerous bayous and canals

leading from that lake to the highlands on the Mississippi. This

important service was committed, in the first instance, to a de-

tachment from the 7th regiment, afterwards to colonel Delaronde

of the Louisiana militia, and lastly, to make all sure, to major,

general Villere, commanding the district between the river and
the lakes, and who, being a native of the country, was pre-

suoiv'd to be best acquainted with all those passes. Unfortu-

nately, however, a piquet' which the general had established at

the mouth of the bayou Bicnvenu, and which, notwithstanding

my orders, had been left unobstructed, was completely sur-
SE 1



nJ

534 APPENDIX.

prised, and the enemy penetrated through a canal leading to his

farm, about two leagaes l)elow the city, and succeeded in cat.

ting off a company of miiUia stationed there. The intelligence

was communicated to me about two o'clock on the 23d. My
force, at this time, consisted of parts of the 7th and 44th regi-

ments, not exceeding 600 together, the city militia, a part of

general Coffee's brigade of mounted gun.men, and the detached

militia from the western division of Tennessee, under the com-
i^and of major.general Carroll-<-these two last corps were sta-

tioned four miles above the city. Apprehending a double at-

tack by the way of Chef-Menteur, 1 left general Carroll's

force, and the militia of the city, posted on the Oentilly road ;

and at 5 o'clock P. M. marched to meet the enemy, whom I

was resolved to attack in his fifst position, with major Hind's

dragoons, general Coffee's brigade, parts of the 7th and 44th

regiments, the uniform companies of militia under the command
of major Plauche, 900 men of colour (chiefly from St. Domingo)
raised by colonel Savary, and acting under the command of

major Daquin, and a detachment of artillery under the direction

of colonel M^Kea, With two 6-pounders, under the command of
lieutenant Spots—not exceeding in all 1500. I arrived near

the enemy's encampment about seven, and immediately made
my dispositions for the attack. His forces amounting at that

time on land to about 30(X), extended half a mile on the river,

and in the rear nearly to the wood. General Coffee was ordered

to turn their right, while, with the residue of the force, I at-

tacked his strongest position on the left, near the river. Cqm.
modore Patterson having dropped down the river in the schooner

Carolina, was directed to open a fire upon their camp, which he
executed at about half after seven. This being the signal of
attack, general Coffee's men, with their usual impetuosity,

rushed on the enemy's tight, and entered their camp, while

our right advanced with equal ardor. There can be but
little doubt that we should have succeeded on that occasion,

with our inferior force, iti destroying or capturing the enemy,
had not a thick fog, which arose about eight o'clock, occa-

sioned some confusion among the different corps. Fearing the

coniiequences, under this circumstance, of the further prosecu.

tion of a night attack with troops then acting tagether for the

first time, I contented myself with lying on the field that night

;

and at four in the morning assumed a stronger position about
two miles nearer to the city. At this position I remain en-

camped, wailing the arrival of the Kentucky militia, and other

reinforcements. As the safety of the city will depeivd on the

fate of this army, it must not be incautiously exposed.

In this affair, the whole corps under my command deserve

the greatest credit. The best compliment I can pay to general
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Coffee ^nd his brigade, is to say they behaved as th^y luiTfi

always done while under my command. The 7tb, led b/major
Peire, and the 44th, commanded by colonel Ross, distinguished

themselves. The battalion of city militia, commanded by major
Plauche, realized my anticipations, and behaTed like Teterans.

Savary's volunteers manifested great bravery; and the compaov
of city riflemen, having penetrated into the midst of the enemy $

camp, were surrounded, and fought their way oat with the

greatest heroism, bringing with them a number of prisoners.s

The two field-pieces were well served by the officer command,
ing them.

All my officers in the line did their duty, and I have every
reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field and staff. Co-
lonels Butler and Piatt, and major Chotard, by their intrepidity,

saved the artillery. Colonel Hayncs was every where that daty
or danger called. I was dept-ived of the services of one of my
aides, captain Butler, whom I was obliged to station, to bis

g;r?at regret, in town. Captain Reid, my other aide, and Messrs.

Livingston, Duplessis and Davezac, who had volunteered their

services, faced danger wherever it was to be met, and carried

my orders with the utmost promptitude.

We made one major, two subalterns, and 63 prirates pri*

soners ; and the enemy's loss in killed and wounded must have
been at least —->. My own loss 1 have not as yet been able to

ascertain with exactness, but suppose it to amount to 100 in

killed, wounded, and missing. Among the former I have to

lament the loss of colonel Lauderdale, of general Coffee's bri-

fade, who fell while bravely fighting. Colonels Dyer and
tibson, of the same corps, were wounded ; and major KaTC-
naugh taken prisoner.

Colonel Delaronde, major Villere of the Louisiana militia,

major Latour of engineers, having no command, volunteered

their services, as did Drs. Kerr and Flood, and were of great

assistance to me.
,

I have the honor to be, &c,

ANDREW JACKSON.

****^0****»**»*

No. 86. \i>^:-

Report of the killed^ tooundedf and missings of ike urmy under

the command of mq;ormgeneral Andrew Jackson^ in the ac-
' tion of the 23d of December, 1814, uith the enemy.

Killed ;—artillerymen, 1 ; 7tb United States* infaptry, 1 lieutenant,

1 Serjeant, 1 cor|Mral, 4 privates; 44th ditto, 7 pijvatcs; gentral
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CofTee's brigade yolanteer mounted gun*inen, 1 lieutenanNcoIonel, i

captain, I lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 4 privates.—Total, 24.

I Wounded;—general statl', 1 colonel; 7 ili United States' infantry, 1

captain, 1 ensign, 1 Serjeant, 3 corporals, %3 privates ; 44th ditto, Q lieu-*

tenants, 3 Serjeants, 3 corporals, 19 privates; generul Coffee's brigade,

1 colonel, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 quarter*

master-serjcant, 3 Serjeants, 2 corporals, I iiiuhician, 30 privates; New
Orleans volunteer corps, 1 captain, 2 serjcantii, 7 privates; volunteei^

ofcolour, 1 adjutant and 6 privates.— Total, wounded, 115.

Mt«$tRg;—general Coflfce's brigade, 1 innjor, 2 captains, 3 lieute*

nanis, 1 quarter-master, 3 ensigns or cornets, 4 Serjeants, 1 corporal, 2
piusician.s, 57 privates.—Total| missing, 74. ,'-
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From commodore Paticrson to the American seeretartf oj the

navy.

Sir, U.S. ship Louisiana, Pec. 28, 1814.

'

I havjc the honor to inform yon, that on the 23d instant^

while at the bayou St. John, examining the batteries erecting

there by the navy, under the supcrintendance of captain Hen-
ley,' of the Carolina, I learnt that information had been

received by general Jackson, that the enemy had penetrated

through bayou Bicnvenu with a large lorce, and effected a land-

ing at general Villere's plantation on the banks of the Missis-

sippi, Mhich upon application to the general proved to be true.

The alarm w^is immediately given in town, and the troops put

in motion ; 1 repaired on board the United States' schooner

Carolina, with captain Henley, and after ordering the Louisi*

ana, commanded by lieutenant-commandant C. B. Thompson,
to follow me, at 4 P. M. weighed, and it being calm, dropped
down with the current ; at about half past six 1 received a

request from general Jackson, through Mr. Edward Living-

ston, his aide de camp, to anchor a-brcast of the enemy's

camp, which he pointed out, and opened a tire upon them. It

continuing calm, got out sweeps, and a few minutes after, havi

ing been frequently hailed by the enemy's sentinel;*, anchored^

veered out a long scope of cable, sheered close in shore a-breast

of their cantp, and commenced a heavy (and as I have since

learned most destructive^ fire from our starboard battery and
small arms, which was retiiried most spiritedly by the enerqy
with Congreve rockets and musketry from their whole force,

when after about 40 minutes of most incessant tire, the enemy
was silenced; the fire from our battery was continued till nine
o'clock upon th<> enemy's flank while engaged in the field with
our army, at which hour ceased firing, supposing, from the
(lUtancc of th^' enemy's fire, (for it was too dark to see any
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thing on shore,) that they had retreated beyond the range of
our guns—weighed and swept across the river, in hopes of a
breeze the next morning, to enable me to renew the attack upon
the enemy, should they be returned to their encampment; but
was disappointed on the 24th, by a light air from north-north.

"west, which, towards the evening, hsiuled toward north-west,

and blew a heavy gale, compelling roe to remain during the

24th, 2dth, and 26(h, at anchor in a position a'breiast of the

enemy, although every possible exertion was made by captaih

Henley to warp the schooner up, without success, from thie

extreme rapidity of the current occasioned by the very uncom.
mon rise of the river. On the afternoon of the 26th, at the

request of general Jackson, I visited him at his head.quarters,

and went from thence to town, to equip and arm with two
32.pounders, such merchant vessels in port, as I might find

capable of supporting them. During the 24th, 25th, and 26th,

fired at the enemy whenever they could be seen. Owing to the

calmness of the night of the 23d, the Louisiana could not join

me till the morning of the 24th, when she fortunately anchored
about one mile above the Carolina. By the fire from the enemy
on the night of the 23d, one man only was wounded, and very

little injury done to the hull, sails, and rigging ; in her bulwarks
were a great number of musket.balls, several in her masts and
top.masts, and through her main.sail. Nothing could exceed
the incessant fire from the Carolina, which alone can be attri-

buted to the high state of discipline to which captain Henley has

brought her crew. Of him, lieutenants Norris and Crawley,
and sailing-master Hallcr, I cannot speak in too high terms;

the petty otficers and crew behaved with that cool determined

courage and zeal which has so strongly characterized the Ameri>
can tars in the present war. I have the honor to be, &c.

D. T. PATTERSON.

m'
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No. 88.

¥rom captain Henley to commodore Patterson.

Sir, New Orleans, Dec. 28, 1814.

I have the honor to inform you, that after you left here

on the 76(h instant, in pursuance to your order, every pos.

sible exertion was made to move the schooner Carolina
higher Up (he river, and near general Jackson's camp, without
success; the wind bring at N.N. W. and blowing fresh, and
too scant , to get under weigh, and the current too rapid to

move her by warping, which 1 had endeavoured to do with my
frew.
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Atdajiilight.oii the mQrning of the 27th theenooiy opened
upon the Carolina a battery of five gunt, from .w^idi they

throw shells and hot shot; returned (heir fire with the long

.12-pounder, the only gun on board which could reach across

the river, the remainder of her battery being light IS-pound
carronades.

The air being light and at north, rendered it impossible to

get under way ; the second shot fired by the enemy lodged in

tiie schooner's main-hold under her cables, and in such a situ.

atioD as not to be come at, and fired her, which rapidly pro-

gressed. Finding that hot shot were passing through her cabin

and filUng foom, which contained a considerable quantity of

powder; her bulwarks all knocked down by the enemy's shot,

Ihe vessel in a sinking situation, and the fi^e increasing, and
expecting every moment that she 'would blow up, at a little

after sun-rise.I reluctantly gave orders for the crew to abandon
her, which was effected, with the loss of one killed and six

wounded. A short time after I had succeeded in getting the

crow oa shore, 1 had the extreme mortification of seeing her

J>Iow up.

It.affords me great pleasure to acknowledge the able assist,

anco I received from lieutenants Norris and Crawley, and
saMing-master Haller, and to say that my officers and crew
behaved on this occasion, as well as on the 23d, when under

your own eye, in a most gallant manner.
, >,, .,

Almost every article of clothing belonging io the officers and
crew, from the rapid progress of the fire, was involved in the

destruction of the vessel. 1 have the hi nor to be, &c.

JOHN D. HENLEY.
P. S. I have not made out a detailed account of the action on

the night of the 23d, as you were on board during the whole
:action.

tlli »*****»*»**»**»

No. 89.

JProm rnqjor-general Jackson to the American secretary at war.

Head.quarters, seventh military district,

Sir, Camp below New Orleans, Dec. 39, 1814.

The enemy succeeded on the 27th in blowing up the Caro-
lina (she being becalmed) by means of hot shot from a land

battery which he had erected in the night. Emboldened by this

event, he marched his whole force the next day up the levee, in

the hope of driving us from our position, and with this view,

opened uptm us, at the distance of about half a mile, his bombs
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and rockets. He was repulsed, howoTer, with considerable

loss ; not lesv, it is believed, than 120 in killed. Our*s was
inconsiderable ; not exceeding half a dozen killed, and a dozen
wounded.

Since then he has not Tentured to repeat bis attempt, though
lying close together. There has been frequent skirmishing

between our piquets.

I lament that I have not the means of carrying on more
offensive operations. The Kentucky troops have not arrived,

and my eif'ective force at Ichis point does not exceed 30(K).

Their's roust be at least double ; 60 prisoners and deserters

agreeing in the statement that 7000 landed from their boats

ANDREW JACKSON.
'.rill '. ni :»«.•

w-ii-jKi

No. 90.
» \

From commodore Patterson to the American secretarjf of the

navy,

U. S. ship Louisiana, four miles below New Orleans,
- Sir, 29th December, 1814
I have the honor to inform you, that on the morning o^ the

28th instant, at about half past seven, perceived our advanced
guard retreating towards our lines—the enemy pursuing; 6rrd
shot, shells, and rockets, from field artillery, with which they
advanced on the road behind the levee; sprung the ship to

bring the starboard guns to bear upon the enemy ; at 25 minutes

past eight A. M. the enemy opened their fire upon the ship with

shells, hot shot, and rockets, which was instantly returned with

great spirit, and much apparent effect, and continued without

intermission until one P. M. when the enemy slackened their

fire, and retreated with a part of their artillery from each of

their batteries, evidently with great loss. Two attempts were
made to screen one heavy piece of ordnance mounted behind
the levee, with which they threw hot shot at the ship, and
which had been a long time abandoned before they succeeded

in recovering it, and then it must have been with very great

loss, as I distinctly saw, with the aid of my glass, several shot

strike in the midst of the men (seamen) who were employed
dragging it away. At three P. M. the enemy were silenced ;

at four P. M. ceased firing from the ship, the enemy having

retired beyond the range of her guns. Many of their shot

passed over the ship, ^wA their shells burst over her decks, which
were strewed with their fragments ; ret, after an incessant can-

nonading of upwards of seven hours, during which time SUO
!>hot were fired from the ship, one man only was wounded

I |i
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slightly, by a piiice of a shell, and one shot passed between the

bowsprit and heel of the jib-boom.

The enemy drew up his whole force, evidently with an inten.

tion of assauKing general Jackson's lines, under cover of his

heavy cannon ; but his cannonading being bo warmly returned

from the lines and ship Louisiana, caused him, 1 presume, to

abandon his project, as he retired without making the attempt.

You will have learned by my former letters, that the crew of

the Louisiana is composed of men of all nations, (English

excepted,) taken from the streets of New Orleans not a fort-

night before the battle; yet I never knew guns better served,

or a more animated fire, than was supported from her.

Lieutenant C. C. B. Thompson deserves great credit for the

discipline to which in so short a time he had brought such men,
two>thirds of whom do not understand English.

General Jackson having applied for oflkers and seamen to

work the heavy cannon on his lines furnished by me, lieute-

nants Norris and Crawley, of the late schooner Carolina,

instantly, volunteered, and with the greater part of her crew
were sent to those cannon, which they served during the action

herein detailed. The enemy must have suffered a great loss in

that day's action, by the heavy lire from this ship and general

Jackson's lines, where the cannon was of heavy calibre, and

served with great spirit.

I have the honor to be, with great consideration and respect,

your obedient servant,

DANIEL T. PATTEaSON.
*' '»-*;

•»»^^*»0'»-»»*»'m**

No. 91.

I I

Report of the hilled^ wounded^ and missings of the army
tinder the command of major-general Andrew Jackson^ in

the action of the 'iidth of December, 1814.

JfiCiZ/ff/— General CoflFf-e's brigade. 1 private; New Orlenns volunteer

conipnny, 1 private ; general Carrull's divisicii of Teiiuesse militia, 1

culoiid, 1 scrjeaui, 5 privates, ^.. ,,.:..
Total— 9.

'

Woundedi—M.irines, 1 major; New Orleans volunteer company, 3

privates; general Carroll's division, 1 lieutenant, 3 privates.

Total wounded— 8. '

Total killed, wounded, and misbing, on this day— If, -,; ••

''.' .*

:#, i.
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No. 92.
,

From commodore Palterson to the American secretary oj the

t '•y*^ • • navtf,

* -^ Marine batteries, five miles below New Orleans,

SiK, January 2, 1815.

Finding the advantageous effect which resulted from the

flanking fire of the enemy from the Louisiana, us detailed in

my letter of the '20th ultimo, 1 that night had brought down
from the navy yard, and mounted in silence, a 24-pounder on
shore, in a position where it could most annoy the enemy when
throwing up works on the levee or in the fieM. Oil the 30th

opened upon the enemy with the ^l-puund^r, which drove

them from their works, the ship firing at the s^.mc time upon
their advance, which retired froin the levee, and shcltsred itself

behind houses, &c. The great effect produced^by fhe gun on
shore, induced rac on the dlst to land from tiic Louisiana two
19>pounder8, which I mounted behind the Icvce iu the most
advantageous position, to harass the flank of tHe enemy <n his

approaches to our lines, and to aid our right. At four A. M.
the enemy opened a fire upon the left of our line with artillery

and musketry, wliich was returned most spiritedly with artillery

and musketry. At two P. M. the enemy having retired, the

firing ceased.

On the first instant, at 10 A.M. after a very thick fog, the

enemy commenced a heavy cannonading upon general Jackson's

lines and my battery, from batteries tliey had thrown up during

the preceding night on the levee; which was returned from our
lines and my battery, and terminated, after a most incessant

fire from both parties of nearly five hours, in the enemy being

silenced and driven from their works; many uf their shelU

went immediately over my battery, and their shot passed

through my breast-work and embrazurcs, without injuring a

man. On this, as on the 28th. I am happy to say, that my
officers and men behaved to my entire satisfacrion ; but 1 beg
leave particularly to name acting lieutenant Campbell, acting

sailing-master John Gates, acting midshipman Philip Philibert,

of the Louisiana, and sailing-master Hallcr, of the latesthoooer

Carolina. I did not drop the Louisiana down within the range

of their shot, having learnt from deserters that a furnace of

shot was kept in coustitnt readiness at each of their batteries, to

burn her; and the guns being of much greater effect on siiore,

her men were drawn to man them, and I was particularly

desirous to preserve her from the hot shot, as I deemed her of
incalculable ser^ ice to cover the army in the event of general

Jackson retiring from his present li(ie to those which he had
thrown up in his rear. 1 have the honor to be. Sec.

DANIKL T. PATTEllSOIV.

I

(iis
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No. 93.

Return of the killed^ wouHd§di> and misaing<, of the army
under the command of major'generat Andrew Jackson^ in

the action of the 1st of January, 1814.

Killed;—Artillery, navy, and folunteers, at batteries, 8 privates; 44th

Jitto, 1 private ; iieneral CoiFee's brigade, 1 serjeant ; general Carrolt^s

division, 1 private.

Total—11.
^oiincfed ;—Artillery, navy, and volunteets at batteries, 8; 7th

United Slates' infantry, 1 private ; 44th ditto, 3; generalC'uffee's bri-

gade, 2; New Orleans* volunteers, 3 privates; general Carroll's divi-

sion, 1 sergeant, 2 privates ; volunteers of colour, 1 lieutenant, 1 Ser-

jeant, 1 private.

Total—23. '" "^ vsr; -. •bJiir.s* .tV- 1j-h: ^-^ .' i..s'V)-^».*-.'l'

Total of killed, wounded, and missing this day—34. •'" •"
" *^"m< •

'

*»*r^*^**»*»*»»

"
:.v' : •

' No. 94.

Return of casualties between the ^5th and 3tst Dec. 1814.

JRoya/ </r/tV/ery ;—4 rank and file, killed; I lieutenant, 5 rank and
file, wounded. , ,

JRoj/al engineers, sappers and miners;'-'! rank and file, wounded.
4thfoot ;—4 rank and file, wounded.

"^

2\stfoof.
;
—1 rank and file, killed ; 1 rank and Ale, wounded.

Aithfnot ;—2 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file, missing.

85thjfool

;

— 1 drummer, 3 rank and file, killed ; 2 ensigns, 11 rank
and file, wounded.
93d fool ;->2 rank and file, killed; 5 rank and file, wounded.
95thfoot.-—3 rank and file, killed; 1 serjeant, 3 rank and file,

wounded « 1 rank and file, missing.

\st We it India regiment;— 1 captain, killed.

ith ditto

;

—1 rank and file, killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded.
Total—1 captain, 1 drummer, 14 rank and file, killed ; 1 lieute-

nant, 2 ensigns, 1 serjeant, 34 rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank
and file, missing. ,.;-• -v. .-

., ?j > Names of officers killed and wounded.

Killed.
^

_

,i,f^^-.\>'^^'
^

l«t West India regiment

;

—Captain Francis Collings. .

-^

Wounded.
Royal artillery

;

—Lieutenant B. L. Poynter, slightly.

Sbtkfoot ;—Ensign sir Frederick Eden, bart. severely ; (since dead ;)

ensign Thomas Ormsby, slightly.

V FRED STOVIN, lieuUcol. '^

' w. ,. ^;
dep. adj.-gen. ,,. ;'

^

^

i
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ife 95.

A^^•w

Return of casualties betxveen the Ist and 5th Januarify 1815.

Atfya/ (ir/i7^ ;~1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 9 rank and file, killed;^
19 rank and file, wounded.

Rejfal engiHten, sappers, and mtneri;-~1 lieulenan t, killed.
iUt fiMli'^i rank apd file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 4 rank and file, .

wounded.

44th/oot;^l lieutenant, 1 rank and file, killed; 3 rank and file,
'

wounded.
85thfoot ;—8 rank and file, killed ; 8 lieutenant!, 4 rank and file, '

weunded.

9Sdfoot ;—1 Serjeant, 8 rank and file, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 10 rank t

aivd file, wounded.
95/A /oo/;—1 rank and file, killed ; 2 ra.ik and file, missing.
Ath Wesi India regiment;—4 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file,

wounded.
Total—S lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 27 rank and file, killed ; 4 lieu-

tenants, 40 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank and file, missiog.

r Names of officers killed and wounded.

_•*' Killed.

/{oj/a/aWt72ery;—•Lieutenant Alexander Ramsay. ,, ^',r
Hoifal engineers

;

—Lieutenant Peter Wright. , ... •

^4,thfout ;—Lieutenant Jolln Blakeney.
:-=^--'s — ,.

-'
"

' \' '

Wounded. •

21«</bo/;—Lieutenant John I^avock, slightly.

85lhfaot ;—Lieutenant Robert Charlton, severely; lieutenant J. W.
Boys, slightly.

93dfoot ;—Lieutenant Andrew Phnup, severely (since dcnd j.

,,,,,,., FRED. STOVIN, Icut-col.

dep.-adj.-geii.
. ,*

.M.

No. 96.

From major-general Lambert to earl Baihiirst.

Camp, in front of the enemy^s lines, below
My lord, New Orleans, Jan. 10, 1815.

It becomes my daty to lay before your lordship, the proceed-

ings of the force lately ejnploycd on the coast of Louisiana,

under the command of major-general the honourable Sir E. M.
Pakenham, K.B. and acting in concert with vice-admiral tha

honorable sir A. Cochrane, K.B.
The report which I enclose from major-general Keane, will

put your lordship in possession of the occurrences which

took place until the arrival of inajor-gcacral the honorable sir

Ji
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E. Parkcnham to assume the command ; from that period I send

an extract of the journal of major Forrest, assistant-quarter-

master.general, up to the time of the joining of thn troops,

(which sailed on the 'iOth of October last under my command,)
and which was on the 0th January ; and from that period, I

shall detail, .is well as I am able, the subsequent events.

I found the army in position, in a flat country, with the

Mississippi on its left, and a thick extensive wood on its right,

and open to its front, from which the enemy's line was quite

distinguishable.

It seems sir E. Pakenham had waited for thn arrival of the

fusiliers and 43d regiment, in order to make a general attack

upon the enemy's line ; and on the 8th, me army was formed
for that object.

In order to give your lordship as clear a view as I can, I shall

state the position of the enemy. On the left bank of the river

it was simply a straight line of about a front of 1000 yards with

a parapet, the right resting on the river, and the left on a wood
which had been made impracticable for any body of troops to

pass. This line was strengthened by flank works, and had a
canal of about four feet deep generally, but not altogether of

an equal width ; it was supposed to narrow towards their left

:

about eight heavy guns were in position on this line. The
Mississippi is here about 800 yards across ; and they had on
the right bank a heavy battc-y of 12 gam, which enfiladed the

whole front of the position on the left bank.

Preparations were made on our side, by very considerable

labor, to clear out and widcv. a canal that communicated with

a stream by which the boats had passed up to the plare of dis.

embarkation, to open it info the Mississippi, by which means
troops could be got over to the right bank, and the co-opera.

lion of armicd boats could be secured.

The disposition for the attack was as follows :—a corps,

consisting of the 85th light infantry, 200 seamen, an.l 400
marines, the 5th West India regiment, and four pieces of artil-

lery, under the command of colonel Tliornton, of the 85th, was

to pass over during the night, and move along t'lc right bank
towards New Orleans, clearing its front until it reached the

flanking battery of the enemy on that side, which it had orders

to carry.

The assailing of the enemy's line in front of us, was to be

made by the brigade composed of the 4th, *21st, and 44th

regiments, with three companies of the 05th under major,

general Gibbs, and by the 3d brigade, consistiiis of the 93d,

two companies of the 95th, and two comp;uiies of the fusiletrs,

and 43d, under major-general Keane; some black troops were

destined to skirmish in the wood on the right 3 the principal
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gade, consisting of the fusileers and 43d, formed the reserve;

the att icking columns were to be provided with fMcines, scal-

ing-ladders, and rafts ; the whole to be at their stations before

daylight. An advanced battery in our front, of six lU.pounders,

was thrown up during the night, about 800 yards from the

enemy's lino. .Thr attack was to be made at the earliest hour.

Unlooked-for diflicultleH, increased by the falling of the river,

occasioned considerable delay in the entrance of the armed boats,

and those destined to land colonel J'hornton's corps, by which
four or five hours were lost, and it was not until past five in

the morning, that the 1st division, consisting of 500 men, were
over. The ensemble of the general movement was lost, and in

a point which was of the last importance to the attack on the

left bank of the river, although colonel Thornton, as your
lordship will see in his report, which i enclose, ably executed

In every particular his instructions, and fully justified the con-

fidence the commander of the forces placed in bis abilities. The
delay attending that corps occasioned some on the left bank, and
the attack did not take place until the columns were discernible

from the enemy's lines at more than 200 yards distance; as

they advanced, a continued and most galling fire was opened
from every part of their line, and from the battery on the right

bank.
The brave commander of the forces, who never in his life

could refrain from being at the post of honor, and sharing the

dangers to which the troops were exposed, as soon as from hit

station he had made the signal foi the troops to advance, gal-

loped on to the front to animate Inem by his presence, and he
was seen, with his hat off, encouraging them on the crest of
the glacis ; it was there (almost at the same time) he received

two wounds, one in his knee, and another, which was almost

instantly fatal, in his body; he fell in the arms of major
M'Dougall, his aide de camp. The effect of this in the sight of
the troops, together with major-general Gibbs and major-gene-

ral Keane being both borne ofi* wounded at the same time, with
many other commanding officers, and further, the preparations

to aid in crossing the ditch not being so forward as they ought
to have been, from, perhaps, the men being wounded w4io were
carrying them, caused a wavering in the column, which in such

a situation became irreparable; and as I advanced with the

reserve, at about 250 yards from the line, 1 had the mortifica-

tion to observe the whole falliug back upon me in the greatest

confusion.

In this situation, finding thnt no impression had been made^
that though many men had reached the ditch, and were either

drowned or obliged to surrender, and that it was impossible te

VOL. II. N N
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restore order in the regiments where they were, I placed tho

resrrvc in poaition, until I could obtain such information as

to determine mo how to act to the best of my jndgmcnt, and

whether or not F should resume the attack, and if so, I felt it

could he done only by the rcscrTc. The confidence I have in

the corps composing it would have encouraged me greatly,

though not without Ions, which might have made the attempt

of serious consequence, as I know it was the opinion of the

late distinguished commander of the forces, that the carrying of

the first line would not be the least arduous scryicc. After

making the best reflections I Has capable of, I kept tho ground
the troops then held, and went to meet vice-admiral sir Alex-

ander Cochrane, and to tell him, that under all the circnm-

fttances I did not think it prudent to renew tho attack that day.

At about 10 o'clock, I loarntof the success of colonel Thorn-
ton's corps on the right bank. I sent the commanding officer

of the artillery, colonel Dickson, to examine the situation of

the battery, and to report if it was tenable; but informing me
that he did not think it could be held with security by a smaller

corps than 2000 men, I consequently ordered lieutenant-colonel

Gubbins, on whom the command had devolved, (colonel Thorn-
ton being wounded,) to retire.

The army remained in position until night, in order to gain

time to destroy the 18-poundcr battery we had constructed the

preceding night in advance. I (hen gave orders for the troops

resuming the ground they occupied previous to the attack.

Our loss has been very severe, but I trust it will not be con-

sidered, notwithstanding the failure, that this army has suffered

the military character to be tarnished. I am satistied, had I

thought it right to renew the attack, that the troops would hare
advanced with cheerfulness. The services of both army and
nuvy, since their landing on this coast, have been arduous

beyond any thing I have ever witnessed, and diihcuitics hiive

been got over with an assiduity and perseverance beyond all

example by all ranks, and the most hearty co-operation has

existed between the two services.

It is not necessary for me to expatiate to you upon the loss

the army lias sustained in major-general the honorable sir E.

Pakenham, commander-in-chief of this force, nor could I in

adequate terms. His services and merits are so well known,
that I have only, in common with the whole army, to express

my sincere regret, and which may be supposed at this moment to

come particularly home to nic.

Majur-gencral Gibbs, who died of his wounds the following

day, and major-general Kcane, who were both carried off" the

field within 20 yards of the glacis, at the head of their brigades,

suiliciently speak at such a moment how they were conducting
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thcmselrcs. I atn happy to say mujur- general Keanc is doing

well.

Captain Wylly, of the fusiloers, military secretary to the lato

cominiindcr of the forces, will have the honor of delivering to

your lordship these dtspaichcs. Knowing how much he en.

joyed his etteein, and was in his confidence from a long cxpe.

rienceof his talents, [ feel I cannot do less than pay this tribute

to what 1 conceive would be (he wishes of his late general, and
to rocoinniend him strongly to your lordshi|i's protection.

1 have, 8ic. ^

'
. JOHN LAMUKIIT,

'
. • t Major-general, commanding.

**»*»**0»»»»»*»

., ). .

.

No. 97. .
;"

.
,'.'

^.. • --.^

From colonel Thornton to niajor-^enrral the honorable sir

Edzcard Vakenhum.

/> < Redoubt, on the right bank of th«

SIR, Mississippi, Jan, 8, 1815.

I lose no time in reporting to you the success of the troop

which you were yesterday pleased to place under my orders,

with the view of attacking the enemy's redoubt and position on
this side of the river.

It is within your own knowledge, that the dilTiculty had been
found so extremely great of dragging the boats through the

canal which had been lately cut with so much labor to the

Mississippi, that, notwithstanding every possible exertion for

the purpose, we were unable to proceed across the river until

eight hoars after the time appointed, and even then, with only

a third part of the force which you had allotted for the service.

The current was so strong, and thediihculty, inconscqutncc,

of keeping the boats together, so great, that we only reached

this side of the river at day-break, and, by the time the troops

were disembarked, which was effected without any molestation

from the enemy, 1 perceived by the flashes of the guns, that

your attack had already commenced.
This circumstance made me extremely anxious to move for-

ward, to prevent the destructive enfilading fire, which would,

of course, be opened on your column!> from the en^iuy's bat.

tcrics on this side ; and 1 proceeded with the greatest possible

expedition, strengthened and secured on my right flank by
three gun-boats, iMider captain Roberts of the navy, 'whose

zeal and exertions on this occasion were as unremitted as bis

arrangements in embarking the troops, and in keeping the

boats together in crossing the river, were excellent.

M N 2
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The enemy made no opposition to our adrance^ nntil w«
reached a piquet, posted behind a bridge, at about 500 pace*

from the house in the Orange grove, and secured by a small

work, apparently just thrown up.

This piquet was very soon forced and driren in by a division

of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw, of that regiment,

forming the advanced guard, and whose mode of attack for the

purpose was prompt and judicious to a degree.

Upon my arrival at the Orange Grove, I had an oppor-
tunity of reconnoitring, at about 700 yards, the enemy's posi-

tion, which I found to be a very formidable redoubt ou the

bank ot the river, with the right flank secured by an entrench,

ment extending back to a thick wood, and its line protected

by an incessant fire of grape. Under such circumstances it

seemed to me to afford the best prospect of success, to endea-

vour to turn his right at the wood ; and I accordingly detached

two divisions of the 85th, under brevet lieutenant>colonel

Gubbins, to effect that object, which he accomplished with hig

usual zeal and judgment, whilst 100 sailors, under captain

Money, of the royal navy, who, I am sorry to say, was
severely wounded, but whose conduct was particularly distin.

guished on the occasion, threatened the enemy's left, supported

by the division of the 85th regiment, under captain Schaw.
When these divisions had gained their proper position, I

deployed the column composed of two divisions of the 85th

regiment, under major Deshon, whose conduct I canndt suJQli.

ciently commend, and about 100 men of the royal marines,

under major Adair, also deserving of much commendation, and
moved forward in line, to the attack of the centre of tha

intrenchment.

At first, the enemy, confident in his own security, shewed a
good countenance, and kept up a heavy fire, but the determi-

nation of the troops which I had the honour to command, to

overcome all difficulties, compelled him to a rapid and disorderly

flight, leaving in our possession his redoubts, batteries, and
position, with 16 pieces of ordnance, and the colors of the

New Orleans regiment of militia.

Of the ordnance taken, I enclose the specific return of major
Mitchell, of the royal artillery, who accompanied and afforded

me much assistance, by his able directions of the firing of some
rockets, it not having been found practicable, in the first

instance, to bring ever the artillery attached to his command.
I shall have the honor of sending you a return of the casualties

that have occurred, as soon as it is possible to collect them, but

I am happy to say ^hey are extremely inconsiderable when tba

strength of the position and the number of the enemy are con-

as "
'

mil;
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I should be extremely wanting both in justice and in grati-

tude, were I not to request your particular notice of the officei-s

whose names I have mentioned, as well as of major Blanchard,

of the royal engineers, and lieutenant Peddie, of the 37th regi.

ment, deputy.assistant-quarter.master.general, whose zeal and
intelligence I found of the greatest sertice.

The wounded men are meeting with every degree of attention

and humanity by the medical arrangements of staff-surgeon

Baxter.

The enemy's camp is supplied with a great abandancc of

provisions, and a very large store of all sorts of ammunition.
On moving to the attack, I received a wound, which shortly

after my reaching the redoubt, occasioned roe such pain and
stiffness, that I have been obliged to give over the command of
the troops on this side to lieutenant.colonel Gubbins, of the

851h light infantry; but, as he has obtained some reinforce-

ment, since the attack, of sailors and marines, and has taken
the best precautions to cover and secure his position, i will be
answerable, from my knowledge of his judgment and expe-

rience, that he will retain it, until your pleasure and further

orders shall be communicated to him.

I have the honor to be, &c.
W. THORNTON, colonel,

To major.gen. the hon. sir E. M. lieut.-col. 85th reg.

Pakenham, R.B. &c.

No. 98.

Return ofthe ordnance taken from the enemy by a detachment

of the army acting on the Right Bank of the Mississippi^

under the command of colonel Thornton.

Redoubt, Right Bank of the Mississippi,

January 8, 1815.
1 brass 10-inch howitzer, 2 brass 4*pounder field- pieces, 3 24-pound-

crs, 3 12-pounders, 6 9'pounder8, 1 12-pounder carronadc, not

mounted.
On the howitzer is inscribed^ " Taken at the surrender of York

Town, 1781."

J. MITCHELL, maj. capt. reyal-artil.
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No. 99.

From vice»aclmiral Cochrane to Mr. Croker.

Sir, Armidc, off Isle au Chat, January 18, 1815,
An unsuccessful attempt to gain possession of the enemy's

lines near New Orleans, on the 8tl) instant, havirsg left me to

deplore the fall of m.ijor-gcneral the honorable sir Edward
Pakenham, and major-general (iibbs ; and deprived the si rvice

of the present' assistance of n>ajor.geiieral Kcane, who is

severely wounded, I send the Plant^igonct to Kngland, to c >nvey

a despatch from major-general Lambert, upon whom the com-
mand of the army has devolved, and to inform my lords commis-
sioners of the Admiralty of the operations of the combined
forces since my arrival upon this coast.

The accompanying letters, Nos. 163 and 169, of the 7th and
16th ultimo, uill acquaint their lordships of the proceedings

of the squadron to the 15(h of December.
The great distance from the anchorage of the frigates and

troop ships to the bayou Catalan, which, from the best infor-

mation we could gain, appeared to offer the most secure, and
was, indeed, the only unprotected spot whereat to effect a dis-

embarkation, and our means, even with the addition of the

captured enemy's gun-vessels, only affording us transport for

half the army, exclusive of the supplies that were required, it

became necessary, in order to have support for the diviaion that

•would first land, to assemble the whole at some intermediate

position, from whence the seroiul division could be re-embarked
in Vessels brouj^ht light ir>io the lake, as neat the bayou as

might be practicable, and remain there until the boats could

land the first division and return.

Upon the lOth, therefore, the advance, commanded by colonel

Thornton, of the ySth regimtni, was put into the gun-vessels

and boats, and captain Gordon, of the Seahorse, proceeded

with them, and took jiost upon the Isle anx Poix, a s:nall

swampy spot at the mouth of the Pearl river, about 30 miles

from the anchorage, and nearly the sanie distance from the

bnyou, where major-general Keane, rear-admiral Codrington,
and myself jti'ned them on the following day ; meeting the

gun-vessels and boats returning to the shipping for troops, and
supplies of stores and provisions.

The honorable captain Spencer, of the Carron, and lieute-

nant Peddy, of the quarfer-master-general's department, who
were sent to recoiuioitre the bayou Catalan, now returned with

a favorable report of its position for disembarking the army ;

having, with their guide, pulled up in a canoe to the head of
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the bayou, a distance of eight miles, and landed within a mile

and a half of the high road io^ and about six miles below New
Orleans, where they crossed the road vvithout meeting with any
interruption^ or perceiving the least preparation on the part

of the enemy.

The severe changes of the weather, from rain to fresh gales

and hard frost, retarding the boats in their repeated passages to

and from the shipping, it was not until the 21st that (leaving

onboard the greater part of the two black regiments, and the

dragoons) we could assemble troops and supplies sufficient to

admit of our prorceding ; and, on that day, we commenced
the embarkation of the second division in the gun-ve-isels, such

of the hired craft as could be brought into the lakes, and the

Anaconda, which, by the greatest exertions, had been got over

the shoal passages.

On the 22d, these vessels being filled with about 2400 men,
the advance, consisting of about 1600 men, got into the boals,

and, at eleven o'clock, the whole started, with a fair wind, to

cross iiUc Borgne. We had not, however, proceeded above
two miles when the An^iconda grounded, and the hired craft

and gun-vessels taking the ground in succession before they

had got within ten miles of the bayou ; the advance pushed

on, and at about midnight reached the entrance.

A piquet, "which the t'ncmy had taken the precaution to

place there, being surprised and cut off, major-general Keane,
with rear-admiral Malcolm and the advance, moved up the

bayou, and having effected a landing at day-break, in the

course of the day was enabled to take up a position across the

main road to New Orleans, between the river Mississippi and
the bayou.

In this situation, about an hour after sun-set, and before the

boats could return with the second division, an enemy's schoo-

ner of 14 guns, and an armed ship of 16-guns, having dropped
down the Mississippi, the former commenced a brisk cannon-

ading, which was followed up by an attack of the whole of the

American army. Their troops were, however, beaten back,

and obliged to retire with considerable loss, and major-general

Keane advanced somewhat beyond his former position. As
soon as the second division was brought up, the gtin-vc«sels and
boats returned for the remainder of the troops, the sniall-armcd

*eamen and marines of the squadron, and such supplies as were

required. */

On the 25th, major-general sir E. Pakotiham and major-

general Gibbs arrived at head-quarters, when the former took

command of the army.

The schooner which had continued at intervals to annoy tho

troops having been burnt, on the 27th, by hot shot from our

ji,.

%

. I.
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artillery, and the ship havini; warped farther up the river, tha

following day the general moved forward to within gun-shot

of an entrenchment which the enemy had newly thrown up,
extending across the cultivated ground from the Mississippi to

an impassable swampy wood on his left, a distance of about
1000 yards.

It being thought necessary to bring heavy artillery against thisf

vork, and also against the ship which had cannonaded the army
"when advancing, guns were brought up from the shipping, and
on the 1st instant batteries were opened ; but our fire not

having the desired effect, the attack was dei'ered until the

^.rrival of the troops under major-general Lambert, which were
daily expected.

Major-general Lambert, in the Vengeur, with a eonvoy of

transports, having on board the 7th and 43d regiments, reached

the outer anchorage on the 1st, and this reinforcement was all

brought up to the advance on the 6tli instant, while prepara-

tions were making for a second attack, in the proposed plan

for which, it was decided to throw a body of men across the

river to gain possession of the enemy's guns on the right bank.
For this purpose the canal by which we were enabled to conduct

provisions and stores towards the camp, was widened and
extended to the river, and about SO barges, pinnaces, and
cutters, having, in the day-time of the 7th, been tracked under

cover and unperceived, close up to the bank, at night the

whole were dragged into the Mississippi, and placed under the

command of captain Roberts of the Meteor.
The boats having grounded in the canal, a distance of 350

yaids from the river, and the bank being composed of wet clay

thrown out of the canal, it was not until nearly day-light that

-with the utmost possible exertions, this service was completed.

The 85th regiment, with a division of seamen under captain

Money, and a division of marines under major Adair, the whole

amounting to about 600 men, commanded by colonel Thornton,

of the 85th regiment, were embarked and landed on the right

bank of the river without opposition, just after day-light;

and the armed boats moving up the river as the troops advanced^

this part of the operations succeeded perfectly ; the enemy
having been driven from every position^ leaving behind him 17

pieces of cannon.

The great loss, however, sustained by the principal attack

having induced general Lambert to stnd orders to colonel

Thornton to retire, after spiking the guns and destroying the

carriages, the whole were re-emharkcd and brought back, and

the boats by a similar process of hard labor were again dragged

into the canal, and from thence to the bayou, conveying at
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the same time such of the wounded as it was thought requisite

to send off to the ships.

Major-general Lambert having determined to withdraw the

army, measures were taken to re-embark the whole of the

sick and wounded, that it was possible to move, and the stores,

ammunition, ordnance, Sec. with such detachments of the army,
seamen, and marines, as were not immediately wanted ; in

order that the remainder of the army may retire unincuuibercd,

and the last division be furnished with sufficient means of

transport.

This arrangement being in a forward state of ex(^cution, I

quitted head.quarlcrs on the 14th instant^ leaving rear-admiral

Malcolm to conduct the naval part of the operationn in that

r^uarter, and I arrived at this anchorage on the 16tt), where I

am arranging for the reception of the army, and preparing the

fleet for further operations.

1 must, in common with the nation, lament the loss which the

service has sustained by the death of major-gentra! the honor,

able sir Edward Pakenham, and major-general Gibbs. Their

great military qualities were justly estimated while living, and
their zealous devotion to our country's weUare, will be cherished

as an example to future gcnoratiuns.

In justice to the ofliccrs and men of the squadron under my
command, who have been employed upon this expedition, X

cannot omit to call the attention ol my lords commissioners of

the Admiralty to the laborious exertions and great privationc

which have been willingly and cheerfully borne, by every class,

for a period of nearly six weeks.

From the I2th of December, vihen the hcxts proceeded to

the attack of the enemy's gun-vcssels, to the present time, but

Tery few of the officers or men have ever slept one niglii on
board their ships.

The whole of the army, with the principal part of its provi-

sions, its stores, artillery, ammunition, and the numerous neces.

sary appendages, have been all transported from the shipping to

the head of the bayou, a dis ance of 70 miles, chiefly iu open

boats, and are no'v re-embarking by the same process. The
hardships, therefore, which the boats' crews have undergone,

froni their being kept day and night continually passing and
repassing iu the most changeable and severe weather, have
rarely been equalled; and it has been highly honorable to both

services, and most gratifying to myself, to observe tho emula.

tion and unanimity which has pervaded the whole.

Kear-admiral Mjicohn superintended the disembarkation of

the army, and the various services performed by the boats ; and
}t is a duty that I fulfil with much pleasure, assuring their lord-

ships that his zeal and ext.uons upon every occasion could not

!)
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be surpassed by any one. 1 beg leave also to offer my testi.

mony to the iinMearied and clieerful assistunce afforded to the

Tear-admiral by captains sir Thomas M. Hardy, Dashwood, and
Gordon, and the several captains and other ofiicers. Rear-
admiral Codrington accompanied me throiighotit this service;

and I feel much indebted for his able advice and assistance.

Captain sir Thomas J'roubridge, and the officers and seamen
attached under his command to the arnty, have conducted

themselves much to (he satisfaction of the generals commanding.
Sir Thomas J'roubridge speaks in the highest terms of Ihc cap-

tains and other officer*! employed under him, as named in his

letter, (a copy of which is enclosed,) reporting their services,

lie particularly mentions captain Money, of the i'rave, who,
I am much concerned to say, had both bones of his leg broken
by a musket-bhot, advancing under a heavy fire to thi; attack of

a battery that was afterwards carried. The conduct of captain

Money at Washington, and near Baltimore, where he was
employed with the army, having before occasioned my noticing

him to their lordships, 1 beg leave now to recommend him most
strongly to their protection. The wound that he has nccived

not allording him any probability of his being able to return to

his duty for a considerable time, 1 have given him leave of

absence to go to England ; and shall intrust to him my des-

patches.

I have not yet received any official report from the captain

of the Nymphe, which ship, with the vessels nailed in the

margin,* were sent into the Mississii)pi, to create a diversion in

that quarter.

The bombs have been for some days past throwing shells

into fort Placquemain, but 1 fear without much t ffect.— 1 have

sent to recall such of them as are not required for the blockade

of the river. 1 have the honor to be, &cc.

ALEXANDER COCHRANE,
vice-at^niinil, and commander in chief.

J. Wilson Croker, esq. &c.

No. 100.

til

Return of casualties on the Sth uj January^ 1815.

General s' iff

;

— 1 niajor-fjeneral, 1 captain, killed; 2 major-gene-

rals, 1 captain, 1 lituleiiant, wouiuied.

Royal urlilUrif;— 5 rank and file, killed ; 10 rank and file, wounded.
HoTjitl en^meerii, sapptrs, and ii'incts;— li raiik and file, wounded.

* Njmphe, Herald, ittna, Meteor, Thistle, I'igni}.^
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Athfool ;— 1 ensign, Q serirants, 30 rank and file, killed; 1 licute-

tintit-coloncl, 1 iDiijoi, 5 capCMiis, 11 lientenaiiis, 1 ehsit'os, 1 stuff, 9
scrjcaiils, 'i'i'i rank tiiul file, wuundcd; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 53 rank

and file, missinj^.

7thfont\—\ major, 1 captain, I seijcant, 33 rank and file, killed ; t
captains, a lieiiti-nants, 2 serjeant-, 47 rank and an-l (ile, rtoumied.

'iist font

;

— I major, I captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 '*eij( nits. 05 mnk and
file, killed; I lieutenant-colonel, I major, 2 lieutenant', 6 serjeiints, I

drutnmer, 144 r.mk and file, woundrd ; 2 captains., T lieutenants, 8 Ser-

jeants, 2 druininrrs, 217 rank and ii!e, missing

43r/_/()of;— 2 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 8 rank and file, killed ; 2 lieute-

nants, 3 Serjeants, 3 drummers, 34 rank and file, woumled ; 1 captaiuj

5 rank and file, missing.

A\lh foot ',—1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 32 rank and file,

killed ; 1 captain, 5 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 5 Serjeants, 149 rank and
file, wounded ; 1 lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 76 rank and file,

missing.

80//*/oof ;—2 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 lieute-

nant, 3 Serjeants, 3 drummers, 34 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and
file, missing.

93d foot;— 1 lieuleinnt-colonel, 2 captains, 2 Serjeants, 58 rank and
file, killed; 4 captains, 5 lieutenants, 17 Serjeants, 3 drummers, 348
rank and file, wounded; 3 lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 99 rank
and file, missing.

95thfi)ot;— I Serjeant, 10 rank anft file, killed; 2 captains, 5 lieute-

nants, .5 Serjeants, 89 rank and file, wounded.
/lov-7///?a/7«es ;—2 rankand file, killed; 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, I

Serjeant, 12 rank and file, vvoimded.

Jtoj/nl iuivv;-'2 seamen, killed; 1 captain, 18 seamen, wounded.
1.11/ West Indi'i regiment;—3 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 2 lieu-

tenants, 2 ensigns, 2 Serjeants, 16 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and
fjio, missing.

5tli West India regiment

;

— 1 serjeant, wounded.

Total loss—l major-general, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 majors, 5 cap-

tains, 2 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 11 Serjeants, I drummer, 266
rank and iile, killed; 2 major-generals, 3 lieutenant-colonels, 2

majors, I8cnptains,38lieutenants, Oensigns, 1 staff", 5 4serjeants,

9 drummers, 1 126 rank and file, wounded; 3 cajitains, 12 lieu'

tenants, 13 Serjeants, 4 druntmers, 462 rank and file, missing.

r

'. I

t

II

Names of the officers killed, wounded, and missing.

Killed.

General staff

;

—Major-general the lionoralile sir Edward Pakenham,
K. B. commander of the forces; captain Thomas Wilkinson, 85lh regi-

ment, major of brigade.

4th foot ;
— Ensign William Crowe.

Ithfoot ;— Major (leorge King; captain George TIenrv.

Qlsljoot

;

— Major J(j!in Anthony Wliittaker; captain Itobert Renny;
(lie utenaiit-col'inel ;) and lieutenant r3onald M'Donald.

44//*_/bo';— Lieutenant Rowland Davies, ensign M. M'Loskey.
93r/j'<i(j/ ;— Lii utcnant-colonci Robert Ualc; captain Thomas Ilick-

iiis, aud captain Alexander Muiihcud.
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Wounded.

General i/q^;—Mnior-general Gibbs, severely
; (since dead ;) major-

general Keane, severely; captain Henry Thomas Shaw, (4th foot, bri*

gade-mnjor,) slightly ; lieutenant Oclacy Evans, (3d dragoons^ deputy
essistant-quiirter-inaster-general,) severely.

4thfoot

;

—Lieutenaut'Colinicl Francis Brooke, slightly ; major A. D.
Faunce, (lieutenant-colonel,) severely; captaiu John Williamson, (ma*
jor,) severely ; captain Timothy Jones, (lieutenant-colonel,} severely ;

(since dead;) captain John Wynn Fletcher, severely; captain Robert
Erskine, severely; captain David S.Craig, slightly; lieutenants Ellis,

Parnal Hopkins, and JcflFery Salvin, slightly; lieutenants William Henry
Brooke, Benjamin Martin, and George Richardson, severely; lieute-

nants Peter Boulby, and G. H. Hearne, slightly; lieutenants William
Squire, Charles Henry Farrington, James Marshall, and Henry Andrews,
leverely; ensign Arthur Gerrard, slightly) ensign Thomas Benwell,

severely; ensigns John S Fernandez, and Edward Newton, slightly;

lieutenant and adjutant William Richardson, slightly.

7M ^0^ ;—Captain J. J. A Muilins, slightly; captain W. Edward
Page, severely; lieutenant Mathew Higgins, severely; lieutenant

Charles Lorentz, slightly.

nutfoot ;—Lieutenant-colonel William Patterson, (colonel,) severely;

(not dangerously ;) Major Alexander James Ross, severely; lieutenant

John Waters, severely ; second lieutenant Alexander Geddes, severely.

43dfoot I—Lieutenant John Myricke, severely ; (left leg amputated;)
lieutenant Duncan Campbell, severely.

44thfoot;—Captain Henry Debbeig, (lieutenant*eolonel,^ slightly;

lieutenant William Maclean, slightly; lieutenants Robert Smith, Henry
Brush, Richard Phelan, and VVilliam Jones, severely ; ensigns James
White, B. L. Hayden, and John Donaldson, severely.

85M ^00^ ;—Lieutenant-colonel William Thornton, (cclonel,) se-

verely (not dangerously).

QSc^ybo^;—Captains Richard Ryan, P. O. K: Boulgtr, Alexander
M'Kenzie, and Henry Ellis, severely; lieutenants H. H. M'Lean, Ri-

chard Sparkc, and David M'Pherson, slightly; lieutenants Charles

Gordon, and John Hay, severely.

95thfop* ;—Captain James Travers, severely ; captain Nicholas Tra-
vers, slightly : lieutenants John Reynolds, sir John Ribtun, John Gus-
sett, W. Blackbouse, and Robert Barker, severely.

Rofjal marines;—Captain Gilbert Elliott, slightly ; lieutenants Henry
Elliott, and Charles Morgan, slightly.

1st West India regiment; — Captain Isles, severely; lieutenants

M'Donald and Morgan, severely ; ensign Millar, slightly ; ensign PiU
kint!ton, severely.

Roi/al navy

;

—Captain Money, of his majesty's ship Trave, severely

;

midshipman Mr. Wonlcombe,Tonnant, severely.

03dfoot ;—Volunteer John Wilson, slightly.

Missing.

4 ^Aybo/f;—Lieutenant Edmund Field, severely, wounded and taken

prisoner.

2istfoot;—Captain James M'Hnffie; (major;) captain Archibald

Kidd ; lieutenants James Stewart, and Alexaniicr Armstrong, taken

prisoners; lieutenant James Brady, wounded, and taken prisoner;
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lieutenant John Leavock, taken prisoner; llealenant Ralph Carr,

wounded, and taken prisoner ; lieutenant J. S. M. Fonblanque, takea

prisoner ; second lieutenant Peter Quin, wounded, and taken prisoner.

4dd/oo(;'»Capiain Robert Simpson, several/, wounded, and taket
prisoner.

4-ithfoot ;—Lieutenant William Knight.

93djfoot;—Lieutenants George Munro, John M'Donald, and Benja-

•din Graves, severely wounded ; volunteer R. Johnston.

FRED STOVIN, lieut.-col. dep..adj..gen.

«###«#####«#«##

No. 101.
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From major-gen. Jackson to (he American secretarif at war.

Camp, four miles beluw OrleanS|

Sir, January 9, 1815.

During the days of the 0th and 7th, the enemy had been
actively employed in making preparations for an attack upon
my lines. With infinite labour they had succeeded on the night

of the 7th in getting their boats across from the lake to the river,

by widening and deepening the canal on which they had effected

their disembarkation. It had not been in my power to impede
these operations by a general attack—added to rther reasons,

the nature of the troops under my command, <nostly militia,

rendered it too hazardous to attempt extensive offensive move*
nients in an open country, against a nunaerous and welUdisci-

plined army. Although my forces, as to number, had been
increased by the arrival of the Kentucky division, my strength

had received very little addition : a small portion only of that

detachment being provided with arms. Compelled thus to

wait the attack of the enemy, I took every measure to repel it

-when it should be made, and to defeat the object he had in

Tiw. General Morgan, with the Orleans contingent, (he Louisi-

ana militia, and a strong detachment uf the Kentucky troops,

occupied in intrenched camp on the opposite side of the river,

protected by strong batteries on the bank, erected and supcria.

tended by commodore Patterson.

In mjf encampment every thing was ready for action, when
early on the morning of the 8th the enemy, after throwing a
heavy shower of bombs and Cougreve rockets, advanced their

columns on n»y right and left, to storm my intrenchments. I

cannot speak sufficiently in praise of the firmness and delibera-

tion with which my whole line received their approach. More
could not have been expected from veterans inured to war.—

.

For an hour the fire of the small arms was as incessant and
be imagineil. The arJiJicry, too, directed bysuvere as can

5 -'
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officers who displayed cqii;il skill and roiiracf^, did prc.it cxcciu
tion. Yet the columns of the enemy coiititiiu'd to advance with

a firmness which rellects upon them the gn- itcst credit. Twice
the column which approac hed me on my left was repulsed by
the troops of general Carroll, those of general ColIVe and a
division of the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed again,

and renewed the assault. At length, lio\vever, cut to pieces,

Ihey fled in confusion from the fielil, leaving it covered with

their dead and wounded. The loss which (he enemy sustaintiil

on this occasi: ;i cannot be estimated at less than l.'iOOin killed,

wounded, and prisoners. Upwards of 300 have already been
delivered over for burial ; and my men are still engaged in pick-

ing them np within my lines, and carrying them to the point

Avhere the enemy are to receive them. 'I'his is in addition to

the dead and wounded whom the enemy hi-.ve been enabled to

carry from the field during and since the action, and to those

"who have since died of the wonnds they received. We have

taken about 600 prisonctrs, upwards of JOO of whom aro

Hounded, and a great part of them mortally. My loss has not

exceeded, and I believe has not amounted, to 10 killed, and as

many wounded. The entire destruction of the enemy's army
was now inevitable, had it not been for an iinfortttnrte occur-

rence, which at this raonunt took place on the other side of

the river. Simultaneously with his advance upon my lines, he

had thrown over in his boats a consideriible force to the other

side of the river. 'I'hese having landed, we."'! hardy enough to

advance against the works of general Morgun ; and, wf at is

strange and difficult to account for, at the very moment when
their entire discomfiture was looked for with a confidence ap-

proaching to certainty, the Kentucky reinforcements, in whom
so much reliance had been placed, ingloriously fled, drawing

after them, by their example, the remainder of (he fortes; and
ihus yielding to the enemy that most formidable position. The
batteries which had rendered me, for many days, the most
importawt service, thougii bravely defended, were, of course,

now abandoned; not, however, until the guns had been spiked.

This unfortunate rout had totally changed the aspect of

alTiiirso The enemy now occupied a position frOm which they

might annoy us without hazard, and by means of which they

might have been able to defeat, in a great measure, the effects

of our success on this side the river. It became therefore an
object of the first consequence to dislodge him as soon as pos-

sible. For this object, all tlic nuans in my power, whicli I

could with any safety use, were immediately put in preparation.

Perhaps, however, it was owing somewhat to another cause

that 1 succeeded even beyond my expectations. In negociating

the terms of a temporary suspension of hostilitiesj to enable the
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enemy lo bury their dead, and provide for their wounded, t had
required certain proposifions to be acccodcd to as a basis,

among which this was one—that, although hoitilitios shouhl
cease on this side the river until VZ o'clock of this day, yet it

was not to be understood that they should cease on the other
side; but that no roinl'orcemcut!) should be sent across Uy cither

army until the expiration of that day. His excellency major-
general liinibert begged time to consider of those |)ropusition3

until ten o'clock of to-day, and in the mean «ime re-crossed
his troops. I need not tell yon with how much eagerness (

immediately regained possession of the position he iiad thus
happily quitted.

The enemy having concentrated his forci's, may again attempt
to drive me from my position by storm. VVheiicver he does, I

have no doubt my men will act with their usual iinnness, and
suiitain a character now become dear to them.

I have the honor to be, &c.

ANDllKW JACKSOiV.

**»»*».t^»*»**»*

No. 102.

From commodore Patterson to the American secretartf of the
navj/.

Marine battery, five miles below New Orleans,
Sill, January 13, 181.0.

I have the honor to inform you, that during the 2d and 3d
instant, I landed from the ship and mounted, as the former
ones, on the banks of the river, four more l'2-poundi:rs, and
erected a furnace for heating shot, to destroy a number of
buildings which intervened between general Jackson's lines and
the camp of the enemy, and occupied by him. On the evening

of the 4th I succeeded in firng a number of them, and some
rice stacks, by my hot shot, Avhi^h the enemy attempted to ex-
tinguish, notwithstanding the heavy tire 1 kept up, but which at

length compelled them to desist. On the fith and 7th I erected

another furnace, and mounted on the banks ot the river two
more ';i4-pounders, \\ hich had been brought up from the English

Turn, by the exertions of colonel Caldwell, of the drafted

roilitia of this state, and brought within, and mounted on the
intrenchments on this side the river, one l^-jjounder ; in addi-

tion to which general Alorj^an, commanding the militia on this

side, planted two brass 6-p()und field. pieces in his lines, which
were incomplete, having beeu commenced only on the 4th.

These three pieces were the only cannon on the lines, all the

others being mounted on the bank of the river, wifh a vi«w to

™
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ud the right of general Jackson's lines on the opposite shore,

and to flank the enemy, should they attempt to march up the
road leading along the levee, or erect batteries on the same, of
course ould render no aid in defence of general Morgan's
lines. My battery was manned in part from the crew of the

ship, and in part by militia detailed for that service by general
Morgan, as I had not seamen enough to fully man them.

During the greater part of the 7th, reconnoitred the enemy
at Villein's plantation, whose canal, I was informed, they were
deepening and opening to the river, for the purpese of getting

their launches in, which, upon examination with my glass, I found
to be true, and informed general Jackson of my observations by
letters, copies of which I enclose herewith ; a reinforcement to

general Morgan's militia was made in consequence, consbting

of about 400 militia from Kentucky, very badly armed or
equipped, the general not having arms to furnish than, who
arrived on this side on the morning uf the 8th, much fatigued.

At V.A. M. finding that the enemy had succeeded in launching

their barges into the river, I despatched my aide de camp, Mr.
R. D. Shepherd, to inform general Jackson of the circumstance,

and that a very uncommon stir was observed in the enemy's
camp and batteries on the banks of the river, and stating again

the extreme weakness of this side the river, and urging a rein-

forcement. I would have immediately dropped down with the

Louisiana upon their barges; but to do so I must have with-

drawn all the men from the battery on shore, which I deemed
of the greatest importance, and exposed the vessel to fire by
hotshot from the enemy's batteries, mounting six long 18 poun.
ders, which protected their barges ; and ;;t this time she had oil

board a large quantity of powder, for the supply of her own
guns, and those on shore, most of which was above the surface

of the water, consequently exposed to their hot shot.

General Morgan despatched the Kentuckians immediately on
their arrival, about 5 A. M. to reinforce a party which had
been sent out early on the night of the 7th, to watch and
oppose the landing of the enemy, but who retreated after a few
shot from the enemy within the lines, where they were immedi.

ately posted in* their station on the extreme right. At day^

light the enemy opened a heavy connonade upon general Jack,
son's lines and my battery, leading their troops under cover of

their cannon to the assault of the lines, which they attempted

on the right and left, but principally on the latter wing ; they

were met by a most tremendous and incessant fire of artillery

and musketry, which compelled them to retreat with precipita.

lion ; leaving the ditch filled, and the field strewed with their

dead and Wounded. My battery was opened upon them, simul-

taneously with those from our lines, flanking the enemy both
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in his advance and retreat ^ith round, grape, and canister,

which must have proved extremely destructive, as in their haste

and confusion to retreat they crowded the iop of the levee,

affording us a most advaatageous opportunity for the use of

grape and canister, which I used to the greatest advantage.

While thus engaged with the enemy on the opposite shore, I

was informed that they had effected their landing on this side,

and were advancing to general Morgan's breastwork. I imme-
diately ordered the officers in command of my guns to (urn theoi

in their embrazures, and point them to protect general Morgan's

right wing, whose lines not extending to the swamp, and those

weakly manned, I apprehended the enemy's outflanking him on

that wing ; which order was promptly executed by captain

Henley and the oHicers stationed at the battery, under a heavy

and well directed (ire of shot and shells from the enemy on the

opposite bank of the river. At this time the enemy's force had

approached general Morgan's lines, undei tlie cover of a shower

of rockets, and charged in despite of the fire from the 12-poun-

der and field-pieces mounted on the lines as before stated

;

when in a few minutes I had the extreme mortiBcation and
chagrin to observe general Morgan's right wing, composed, as

herein mentioned, of the Kentucky militia, commanded by
major Davis, abandon their breast.work, and flying in a most
shameful and dastardly manner, almost without a shot; which
disgraceful example, after firing a few rounds, was soon fol-

lowed by the whole of general Morgan's command, notwith-

standing every exertion was made by him, his staff, and several

officers of the city militia, to keep them to their posts. By
the great exertions of those officers, a short stand was effected

on the field, when a discharge of rockets from the enemy
caused them again to retreat in such a manner that no efforts

could stop them.

Finding myself thus abandoned by the force I relied upon to

protect my battery, 1 was most reluctantly, and with inexpres-

sible pain, after destroying my powder, and spiking my cannon,
compelled to abandon them, having only 30 officers and seamen
with me. A part of the militia were rallied at a saw.mill canal,

about two miles above the lines from which they had (led, and
there encamped. I ordered the Louisiana to be warped up for

the purpose of procuring a supply of ammunition, and mount-
ing other cannon, remaining myself to aid general Morgan. A
large reinforcement of militia having been immediately despatch,

ed by general Jackson to this side, every errangement was made
by general Morgan to dislodi>;e the enemy from his position,

when he precipitately retreated, carrying with him the two
field-pieces and a brass howitz, after having first set fire to the

platforms and gun-carriages on my battery, two saw-mills, and

i 1
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the bridges between him and general Morgan's troops, and
re.croiied the river, and secured his boats, by hauling them into

his canal. On the 9th we re-occupied our former ground, and
recorered all the cannon in my battery, which I immediately

commenced drilling and re-mounting ; and on the evening of tho

loth had two 24.pounder3 mounted and ready for service, on
the l>ft flank of a now and more advantageous position. From
the 10th to the present date I have bpen much engaged in

mounting my 12.pounders along the breast-work erected by
general Morgan on this new position, having three 34-poun-
ders (with a furnace) to front the river, and flank general

Jackison's lines on the opposite bank, from which we fired upon
the enemy wherever he appeard. Our present position is now
8o strong that there is nothing to apprehend, should the enemy
make another attempt on this side.

To captain Henley, who has been with me since the destruc-

tion of his schooner, and who was wounded on the 8th, I am
much indebted for his aid on every occasion, and to the oflicers

commanding the different guns in my battery, for their great

eiertions at all times, but particularly on the trying event of the

8th. The exertions of general Morgan, his staff, and'sevcral

of the officers of the city militia, excited my highest respect,

and I deem it my duty to say, that had the drafted and city

militia been alone on that day, that I believe they would have

done much better ; but the flight of the Kentnckians paralized

their exertions, and produced a retreat, which could not be

checked. The two brass ficld.picces, nuinned entirely by militia

of the city, were admirably served, nor were they abandoned
till deserted by their comrades^ one of which was commanded by
Mr. Hosmer, of captain Simpson's comp.any, the other by a

Frenchman, whose name I know not. The 12.pounder, under

the direction of acting midshipman Philibert, was served till

the last moment, did great execution, and is highly extolled by
general Morgan. The force of the enemy on thi» side amounted
to IGOO men, and, from the best authority I can obtain, their

loss on this side, I have since learned, was 97 killed and

wounded ; among the latter is colonel Thornton, who com.
manded ; of the former, five or six hare been discovered buried,

and lying upon the field; our loss was one man killed, and

several wounded.

I have the honor to be, &c.

DANIEL T. PATTERSON.

f/
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No. 103.

Report of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the army under
the command of major-general Andrew Jackson^ in the
action of the Qth of January, ISl 5*

Killed ;—Artillery, navy, and volunteers at batteries, 3 privates ; 7th
United States' infantry, 1 Serjeant, I corpuml ; general CoiTee's bri-

gade, I private ; Carroll's division, 1 Serjeant, 3 privates ; Kentucky
militia, 1 private ; mnjors Lacoste's and Dacquin's volunteers of colour,

1 private; general Morgan's militia, 1 private.

Total killed—13.
Wounded;—Artillery, &c. 1 private; 7th United States' infantry, 1

private; general Carroll's division, 1 ensign, 1 serjennt, 6 privates;

Kentucky militia, 1 adjutant, 1 corporal, and 10 privates; volunteers of
colour, 1 ensign, 3 Serjeants, 1 corporal, 2 privates ; general Morgan**
miliUa, 8 Serjeants, 2 privates.

Total wounded—39.
Jl/isstng :r—Kentucky militia, 4 privates; Mogan's militia, 15 privates.

Total—19.

Total killed, wounded, and missing, this day—71.

Note—Of the killed, wounded, and missing, on this day, but 6 killed,

and 7 wounded, in the action on the east bank of the river, the residua

in a sortie after the action, and in the action on the west bank.

Recapitulation. ^

Total killed, 55 ; wounded, 183 ; missing, 93 : grand total, 333.

Truly reported from those on 61e in this office.

ROBERT BUTLER.

r
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No. 104.

\ . : »'

From mc^oT'general Jackson to the American secretary at war.

Camp., four miles belovr New Orleans,

SiRf January 19. 1815.

Last night, at 12 o'clock, the enemy precipitately deramped
and returned to his boats, leaving behind him, under medical

attendance, 80 of his wounded, including two officers, 14
pieces of his heavy artillery, and a quantity of shot, having

destroyed much of his powder. Such was the situation of the

ground which he abandoned, and of that through which he

retired, protected by canals, redoubts, entrenchments, and
iwamps on his right, and the river on his left, that I could not,

without encountering a risk, which true policy did not seem ta

o o 2
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require or to authorize, atteinpt to annoy him much on his

retreat. We took only eight pritiuners.

Whether it is the purpose of the enemy to abandon the ex.

pedition altogether, or renew his efforts at some other point,

I do not pretend to determine with positiveness. In my own
mind, however, there is but little doubt that his last exertions

haTe been made in this quarter, at any rate for the present sea.

son, and ny the next I hope we shall he fully prepared for him.

In this belief I am strengthened not only by the prodigious loss

he has sustained at the position he has just quitted, but by the

failure of his fleet to pass fort St. Philip.

His loss on this ground, since the debarkation of his troops,

as stated by the last prisoners and deserters, and as confirmed by
many additional circumstances, must have exceeded 40(X) ; and
was greater in the action of the 8th than was estimated, from
the most correct data then in his possession, by the inspector^

general, whose report has been forwarded to you. We sue.

ceeded, on the 8th, in getting from the enemy about 1000
stand of arms of various descriptions.

Since the action of the 8th, the enemy have been allowed

Tery little respite—my artillery frjm both sides of the river

being constantly employed till the night, and indeed until the

hour of their retreat, in annoying them. No doubt they
thought it quite time to quit a position in which so little rest

could be found.

I am advised by major Overton, who commands at fort St.

Philip, in a letter of the 18th, that the enemy having bombarded
his fort for eight or nine dayK, from 13.inch mortars without

effect, had on the morning of that day retired. I have little

doubt that he would have been able to have sunk their vessels,

had they attempted to run by.

Giving the proper weight to all these considerations, I believe

you will not think roe too sanguine in the belief that Louisiana

is now clear of its enemy. I hope, however, I need not assure

you, that wherever I command, such a belief shall never occa-

sion any relaxation in the measures for resistance. I am but

too sensible that the moment when the enemy is opposing us,

is not the most proper to provide for them.

I have the honor to be. Sec.

ANDREW JACKSON.
P. S. On the 10th our prisoners on shore K^ere delivered to

us, an exchange having been previously agreed to. Those who
are on board the fleet will he delivered at Petit Coti«ille—after

vrhich I shall still have in my hands an excess of several

hundred. ^

20th—Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, has to.day taken.54

prisoners ; among them are four officers. A. J.
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No. 105.

From Major-general Lambert to earl Bathurst.

His majesty's ship Tonnant, off Chandelear*s

, .. My Lord, ^ Islandf January 28, 1K15.

After maturely deliberating on the situation of this army,
after the command had unforttinateiy devolved upon me^ on the

8th instant) and duly considering what pr.>l>abiiity now remained
of carrying on with success, on the same plan, an attack

against New Orleans, it appeared to me that it onjeht not to be
persisted in. 1 immediately communicated to vice-admiral sir

A. Cochrane that I did not think it would be prudent^to make
any further attempt at present, and that 1 recommended re-

embarking the army a^ soon as possible, with a view to carry

into effect the other objects of the force employed upon this

coast; from the 9th iu'itant it was determined that the army
should retreat, and I have the satisfaction of informing your
lordship thiit it was effected on the night of the 18th instant^

and ground was taken up on the morning of the 19th, on both
Glides of the bayou, or creek, which the troops had entered on
their disembarkation, 14 miles from their position before the

enemy's line, covering New Orleans, on the left bank of the

Mississippi, and one mile from the entrance into Lac Borgue

:

the army remained in bivouac until the 27ih instant, when the

>vhole were re-embarked.

In stating the circumstances of this retreat to yoiir lordship,

I shall confidently trust that you will see that good order and
discipline ever existed in this army, and that zeal for the service,

and attention was ever conspicuous in officers of all ranks.

Your lordship is already acquainted with the position the army
occupied, its advanced post close up to the enemy's line, and the

i;reater part of the army were exposed to the fire of his batte«

ries, which was unremitting day and night since the 1st of Janu.
ary, when the position in advance was taken up ; the retreat

-was effected without being harassed in any degree by the enemy ;

all the sick and wounded, (with the exception of 80 whom it

was considered dangerous to remove,) field artillery, ammuni.
tion, hospital and other stores of every dc!«cription, which had
been landed on a very large scale, were brought away, and
nothing fell into the enemy's hands, excepting six iron 18-poun-
ders, mounted on sea-carriages, and two carronades which
were in position on the left bank of the Mississippi ; to bring

them off at the moment the army was retiring was impossible,

and to have done it previously would have exposed the whole
force to any .fire the enemy might have sent down the river.

i,>:
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These batteries were of course destroyed, and the gnns rendered
perfectly unserviceable ; only four men were reported absent

next morning, and these, I suppose, must hare been left be-

hind, atfd have fallen into the hands of the enemy ; but when it

is considered the troops were in perfect ignorance of the inoTe-

bent until a fixed hour during the night, that the battalions

were drawn off in succession, and that the piquets did not

move off till half past three o'clock in the morning, and that

ihe whole had to retire through the most difficult new made
Iroad, cut in marshy ground, impassable for a horse, and
where, in many places, the men could only go in single files,

and that the absence of men might be accounted for in so many
ways, it would be rather a matter of surprise the number was
8o few.

An exchange of prisoners has been effected with the enemy
upon Tery fair terms, and their attention to the brave prisoners

and wounded that have fallen into their hands has been kind

and humane, I have every reason to believe.

However unsuccessful the termination of the late service

the army and nary have been employed upon, has turned ouf,

it would be injustice not to point out how much praise is due
to their exertions, ever since the 13th of December, when the

army began to move from the ships, the fatigue of disembarking

and bringing up artillery and supplies from such a distance has

been incessant, and I must add, that owing to the exertions of

the navy, the army has never wanted provisions. The labor

and fatigue of the seamen and soldiers were particularly con«

spicuous on the night of the 7th instant, when 50 boats were

dragged through a canal into the Mississippi, in which there

were only 18 inches of water, and I am confident that vice,

admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, who suggested the possibility

of this operation, will be equally ready to admit this, as well

as the hearty co-operation of the troops on all occasions.

From whut has come under my own observation since I

joined this army, and from official reports that have been made
to me, 1 beg to call your lordship's attention to individuals,

who from their statiun have rendered themselves peculiar!/

conspicuous : major Forrest, at the head of the quarter,

inaster-generars department, I cannot say too much of ; lieu,

tenants Evans and Peddie, of the same, have been remarkable

for their exertions and indefatigability : sir John Tylden, who
has acted in the field as assistant adjutant-general with me,

(lieutcnant.colonel Stovin having been wounded on the 23d
ult. though doing well, not as yet being permitted to take active

service,) has been very useful ; on the night of the 7th, previous

to the attack, rear.admiral Malcolm reports the great assist,

ance he received from bim, in forwarding the boats into the
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Mississippi. Captain Wood, of the 4th roptmcnt, deputy
assistant adjntant.general, has filled that si'utation since the

f:rst disembarkation of the troops with zeal and attention.

During the action of the 8th instant the command of the 3d
bri^^ade devolved upon lirutunant.colonel Brooke, 4th regi-

ment; that of the 3d upon colonel llamiiton 5th West India

regiment; and the reserve upon colonel Ulakeney, royal fusi-

leers; to all these oflicers I feel much indebted for their services.

Lieutenant-rolonel Dickson, royal artillery, has displayed his

usual abilities and assiduity ; he reports to me his general satis-

faction of all the officers under his command, especially major
Munro, senior officer of the royal artillery, previous to his

arrival, and of the officers commanding companies.

Lieutenant-colonel Burgoyne, royal engineers, afforded me
every assistance that could be expected from his known talents

and experience ; that service lost a very valuable and much
esteemed officer in lieutenant Wright, who was killed when re-

connoitring on the evening of the 31st ultimo.

Lieutenant.colonel Mein, of the 43d, and lieutenant.colonel

Gubbins, 85th regiments, field-officers of the piquets on the

18th, have great credit for the manner in which they withdrew
the out. posts on the morning of the 19th, under the direction

of colonel Blakeney, royal fu si leers.

] request, in a particular manner, to express how much this

army is indebted to the attention and diligence of Mr. Robb,
deputy inspector of hospitals ; he met the embarrassments of

crowded hospitals, and their immediate removal, with such

excellent arrangements, that the wounded was all brought off

with every favorable circumstance, except such cases as would
have rendered their removal dangerous.

Captain sir Thomas Troubrldge, royal navy, who com.
manded a battalion of seamen, and who was attached to act

with the troops, rendered the greatest service by his exertions

in whatever way they « ere required; colonel Dickson, royal

artillery, particularly mentions how much he was indebted to

him.

The conduct of the two squadrons of the 14th light dra-

goons, latterly under the command of lieutenant-colonel

Baker, previously of major Mills, has been the admiration of

every one, by the cheerfulness with which they have performed

all descriptions of service. J must also mention the exertions

of the royal staff corps under major Todd, so reported by the

deputy quarter-master-general.

Permit me to add the obligations I am under to my personal

staff, lieutenant the h<tnorable Edward Curzon, of the royal

navy, who was selected as naval aide de camp to the command-
ing officer, of the troops on their first disembarkation, each of

I }
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whom hare eipre ed the satisfaction they had in hif appoint,

ment, to whifh 1 confidently add my own.
Major Smith, of the 95th regiment, now as acting military

secretary, is so well known for hi^ zeal and talents, that 1 can

with great truth say that 1 think he possesses every qualification

to render him hereafter one of the brightest ornaments of hit

profession.

J cannot conclude without expressing how much indebted the

army is to rear-admiral Malcolm, who had the immediate charge

of landing and re-embarking the troops ; he remained on shore

to the last, and by his abilities and activity smoothed every

difficulty. 1 have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN LAMBERT,
Right hon. earl Bathurst, &c. major-general command.

P. S. I regret to have to report, that during the night of the

35th, in very bad weather, a boat containing two officers, viz.

lieutenant Brydgcs and cornet Hammond, with 37 of the 14th

light dragoons, unfortunately fell into the hands of the enemy,
off the mouth of the Regolets : I have not been able to ascertain

correctly the particular circumstances.

i.'j.' ft'.
**»»*»***»*»»** 4.

V , No. 106.

Return of casualties between the 9th and 9,6th January^ 1815.

4:Sdfoot',— 1 rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 3 rank

and tile, wounded.
Qbthfoot ;—1 rank and file, wounded.

i Total— t rank and file, killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 3 rank
and file, wounded. ^- ,.,j

Officer wounded.
43£//bof;'—Lieutenant D'Arcy, severely (l)Oth legs amputated).

FRED. STOVIN,
lieut.-col. dcp. adj.-gen.
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"From major Gverton to major-general Jackson,

Sir, Fort St. Philip, January 19, 1815. '

On the Ist of the present month, I received information that

the enemy intended passing this fort, to co-operate with their

land forces, in the subjugation of Louisiana, and the destruc-

tion of the city of New Orleans. To effect this with more fa-

cility, they were first with their heavy bomb-vessels to bombard
this place into compliance. On the grounds of this informa-
tion, I turned my atieation to the security of my command : I

(greeted small magazines in different parts of the garrison, that if
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one blew np I could resort to another; built corors for tny

men, to secure them from the explosion of the shells, and
removeil the combustible matter without (he work. Early ia

the day of the 8th instant, 1 was advised of their approach, and
on the Oth, at a quarter past 10 A. M. hove in sight two
bomb>Tcssets, one sloop, ont- brig, and one schooner, they

anchored two and a quarter miles below. At half pant 1 1, and
at half past 13, th(>y advanced two barges, apparently for the

purpose of sounding within one and a half mile of the fort ; at

this moment I ordered my water battery, under the command
of lieutenant Cunningham, of the navy, tu open upon them.
Its well-directed shot caused a precipitate retreat. At half past

three o'clock P. M. the enemy's bomb.Tessels opened their fire

from four sea>mor(ars, two of 13 inches, ty/o of 10, and to

my great mortification I found they '/veto without the eifectiTe

range of my shot, as many subsequent experiments proved

;

they continued their fire with little intermission during the 10th,

nth, Hth, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. I occasionally

opened my batteries on them with great vivaqity, particularly

when they showed a disposition to change theii poiitiun. On
the 17th in the evening, our heavy mortar was said to be in

readiness. I Ordered that excellent oflicer captain Woistone-
croft, of the artillerists, who previously had charge of it, to

open a fire, which was done with great etTect, as the enemy
from that moment became disordered, and at day.light on the

18th commenced their retreat, after having thrown upwards of
1000 heavy shells, besides small shells, from howitzers, round
shot, and grape, which he discharged from boats under cover
of the night.

Our loss in this afl*air has been uncommonly small, owing
entirely to the great pains that was taken by the different

officers to keep their men under cover; as the enemy left

scarcely 10 feet of this garrison untouched.

The officers and soldiers through this whole affair, although

nine days and nights under arms in the different batteries, the

consequent fatigue and loss of steep, have manifested the

greatest firmness and thu most zealous warmth to be at the

enemy. To distinguish individuals would be a delicate task, as

merit was conspicuous every where. Lieutenant Cunningham,
of the nary, who commanded my water battery, with his brave

crew, evinced the most determined bravery and uncommon
activity throughout ; and, in fact, sir, the only thing to be
regretted is, that the enemy was too timid to give us an oppor-
tunity of dstroying him.

I herewith enclose you a list «^f the killed and wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

W. H. OVERTON.

i

* *
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No. 108.

J lift of the killed and wounded duri'tft the bombardment of
fort St. HiiUpf commencing on the Qthy and ending on the

ISth ofJanutj/, 1815.

Captniii WnoUloiiecrofi'it arrillery—Wounded, 3.

Captiiin Murry's artillery— Killed, 2 ; wounded, 1. ,

,*

Captain Hronten's inluittry—vVounded, 1.

Captain Wade's int'aniry—Wounded, 2.

Total killed, 2; wounded, 7.

No. 109.

From mqjor-gcneral Lambert to carl Uathurst.

Head.quartcrs, isle Dauphine, Feb. 14, 1819.

My lord,
My despatch, dated January 29th, will have informed your

lordship of' the rc.embarkatiun of this force, Mhich was com-
pleted on the 30(h ; the weather came on so bad on that night,

and continued so until the 5th of February, that no communi-
cation could be held with the ships at the innar anchorage, a

distance of about 17 miles.

It being agreed between Tice-admiral sir Alexander Cochrane
and myself that operations should be carried towards Mobile,
it wus decided that a force should be sent against Fort-Bowyor,
situated on the eastern point uf the entrance of the bay, and
from every information that could be obtained, it was considered

a brigade would be siifDcient for this object, with a respectable

force of artillery. I ordered the 2d brigade, composed of the

4th, 21 St, and 44th regiments, for this service, together with

such tneans in the engineer and artillery departments as the chief

and commanding othcer of the royal artillery might think

expedient. The remainder of the force hud orders to disembiark

on Isle Dauphine, and encamp ; and major-general Keane,
whom 1 am truly happy to say has returned to his duty, super-

intended their arrangement.

The weather being favorable on the 7th for the landing to

the eastward of Mobile point, the ships destined Xo move on

that service sailed under the command of captain Ricketts, of the

Veiigeur, but did not arrive in sufficient time that evening to do

more than determine the nlace of disembarkation, which was

about three miles from Fort-Bowyer.

At day-light the next morning the troops got into the boats,

^wA 600 men were landed under lieutenant.coloncl Debbeig, of

the 44th, without opposition, who immediately threw out thtt

light companies under lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th regiment,
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to coTcr (he landing cf (he brigade. Upon (he whole being

disembarlied, a disposition was made (u move on (owarda the

fort, covered by the light companie*. The enemy was not seen

until about lUOO yurds in front of their works ; they gradually

fell back, atid no firing took place antit the whole had retired

into the fort, and our advance had pushed on nearly to within

300 yaids. HaTing reconnoitred the forts with lieutenant-

colonels liurgoyne atd Dickson, we were decidedly of opinion,

that the work was formidable only against an assault; that

batteries being once established, it must speedily fall. Kvery
exertion was made by the navy to land provisions, and the

ncrcssiiry equipment of the battering train and engineer stores.

We broke ground on the night of the 8th, and advanced a firing

party to within UX) yards of the fort during the night. The post,

(ion of the batteries being decided upon the next day, they were
ready to receive their guns on the night of the 10th, and on (ho

morning of the 11th the fire of a battery of four IS-pounders

on the lelt, antl two 8.inch howitzers on the right, each about
100 yards distance, two 6-poiinders, at about 300 yards, and
eight sniull c^horns advantageously placed on the rigSt, with

intervals between of 100 and 200 yards, all furnished to keep
up an incessant fire for two days, were prepared to open.

Preparatory to commencing, I summoned the fort, allowing

the- commanding officer half an hour for dcision upon such

terms as were proposed. Finding he was inclined to consider

them, I prolonged the period, at his request, and at three

o'clock the fort was given up to a British guard, and British

colours hoisted; the terms being signed by major Smith, mili.

tary secrotiiry, and captain Jlicketts, R. N. and Anally approved
of by the vice-admiral and myself, which I have the honor to

Enclose. I am happy to say our loss was not very great; and
we are indebted for this, in a great measure, to the efficient

means attached to this force. Had we been obliged to resort to

any other mode of attack, the fall could not have been looked
for under such favorable circumstances.

We have certain information of a force having been sent

from Mobile, and disembarked about .12 miles off, in the night

of the lOth, to attempt its relief; two schooners with provi.

sions, and an intercepted letter, fell into our bauds, taken by
captain Price, R. N. stationed in the bay.

I cannot close this despatch without naming to your lord,

ship again, lieutenant-colonel Dickson, royal artillery, and
Burgoyne, royal engineers, who displayed their usual zeal and
abilities ; and lieutenant Bennett, of the 4th, who commanded
the listht companies, and pushed up close to the enemy's works.

Captain the honorable R. Spencer, H. N. who had been
placed with a detachment of seamen under my orders, greatly

facilitated the service in every way by his exertions.

f

,1'
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From captain Ricketts, of the R. N. who wag charged with

the landing and the disposition of the naval force, I receiT«d

every assistance* I have the honor to be, &c.

JOMN LAMBERT,
Right hon. earl Bathurst, &c. Major-general co*^mand.

No. 110. '

Return of ordnance^ammunition, and stores, capturedfrom the

enemy in this place, on the lith instant.

Fort-Bowyer, Feb. 14, 1815.

Guns.

1 24-pounder, 2 O-pounders, outside the fort.

Iron—3 32-pounders, 8 24-pounders, 6 1 2-poutiders, 5 9-pounders.

Jirnts—l 4-pounder.

Morlar-^1 8-inch.

Howitzer—1 5J inch.

Shot.

S2-poi/n</er—856 round, 64 grape, 1 1 case.

24-poMn//cr—851 round, 176 bar, 286 grape, 84 case.

IQ-pounder—535 round, 74 urape, 439 case.

9-poundcr—781 round, 208 gr«pf, 429 case.

6'pounder— 15 round, 73 ba'-, J3 case.

4-pounder—281 round, 38 grape, 147 case. ^

S/ietls—25 8-inch 74 5^ inch.

183 hand-grenades.

5,519 pounds powder.

1 triangle gin, complete.

16,976 mubket ball-cartridges.

500 flints.

351 muskets, ^ ^iplete, with accoutrements.

JAS. PERCIVAL, ass.-com. royal artil.

A. DICKSON, lieut. col. com. royal artil.

No. 111.

«f'i
Return of casualties in the armtf under the command of mqjor-

general Lambert, employed before Fort-Bowt/er, betzeeen

the 8th and l^th of February, 1815.

Jioj/al sappers, and miners;— 1 rank and file, wounded.

Athfoot

;

—8 rank and file, killed ; 2 Serjeants, 13 rank and file,

wounded.
Sls^^oo^;—2 Serjeants, 2 rank and 6le, killed; 1 rank and Ble,

wounded.
AOthfoot',— 1 rank and file, killed; 1 rank and file, wounded.
Total— IS killed; 18 wounded.

F. STOVEN, D. A. G,
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No. 112. ' ,

Return of the American garrison of Fort-Boyer, xohich sur-

rendered to theforce under major-genertU Lambert , llthof

February, 1315.

1 field-officer, 3 captains, 10 subalterns, 2 staff, 16 Serjeants, 16

drummers, 327 rank and file, 20 women, 16 children, 3 servants not

soldiers. . „
F. STOVEN, D. A. G.

•
' < 1

r#******

U^^

No. 113.

Articles of capitulation agreed upon between lieutenani'colonel

Lawrence and major-general Lambert for the surrender of
Forti-Bowyer, on the Mobile point, Wih February, 1815.

Art. I. That ttye fort shall be surrendered to the arms of his Bri-

tannic majesty in its existing state as to the works, ordnance, aniinuni*

tion, and every species of military stores. ^

II. That the garrison shall be considered as prisoners of war, the

troops marching out with their colours ilyint; and drums beutini;,^ and
ground their arms on the glacis—the otiicers retainin<; their swords, and
the whole to be embarked in such ships as the British naval commander-
in-chief shall appoint.

in. All private property to be respected.

IV. That a communication shall he made immediately of the same
to the commanding officer of the 7th military district of the United
States, and every endeavour made to eifect an early exchange of
prisoners.

V. That the garrison of the United States remain in (he fort until

twelve o'clock to-morrow, a British guard being put in possession of the

inner gate at three o'clock tu-day, the body of the guard remaining on
the glacis, and that the British flag be hoisted at the same time—an
officer of each service remaining at the headquarters of each com-
mander until the fufihnent of these articles.

^

II. C. SMITH, maj. and mil. sec. (,. <

Agreed on the part of the royal navv,
' T. H. RICKRTTSjCapt. II.M.S. Vengeur. ^

> ' R. CHAMBERLAIN, 2d reg. U. vS. infa.itrv.

WM. LAWRENCE, lt..coL 2d inf'y com'g!

i-' . i ^- ; Approved,

^ '4.;. J A. COCHRANE, com.-in-chief H.M. shipp,

JOHN LAMBERT, raajor-gcn. commanding.

,.
Test,

JOHN REID, aide-de-camp.

«*

k
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No. 114.

Letterfrom lieutenant-colonel Lawrence to generai Jackson*

Sir, Fort Bowyer, February 11, 1815/ >

Imperious necessity has compt'Ued me to enter into articles

of capitulaMon with major-general John Lambert, commanding
bis Britannic majesty's forces in front of Fort Bowyer, a copy
pf which 1 forward you for the purpose of effecting an imme-
diate exchange of prisoners. Nothing but the want of provi-

sions, and finding myself completely surrounded by thou!>ands—
batteries erested on the sand -mounds, which completely com-
manded the fort—and the enemy having advanced, by regular

approaches, within 30 yards of the ditches, and the utter im-
possibility of getting any assistance or supplies, would have
induced me to adopt this measure, ti'eeling confident, and it

being the unanimous opinion of the affiicers, that we could not
retain the post, and that the lives of many valuable ofRcers

and soldiers would have been uselessly sacrificed, I thought ft

most desirable to adopt this plan. A full and correct statement

will be furnished you as early as possible.

Captain Chamberlin, who bears this to E. livingston,

Esq. will relate to him every particular, which will, I hope,

be satisfactory. I am, with respect, &c.

W. LAWRENCE, lieut..col. com.

sen

Na
the

to

9 W.

1 !

^»**»»****r*9*^

No. 115.

From general Jackson to the America): secretary at war^
Head-quarters, 7th military district. "

,

Sir, New Orleans, 24th February, 1815.

The flag-vessel which I sent to the enemy's fleet returned a

few days ago, with assurances from admiral Cochrane, that the

American prisoners taken in the gun.boats and sent to Jamaica,

•hall be returned as soon as practicable. The Nymphe has

been despatched for them.

Through the same channel I received the sad inf.elligcnce of

the surrender of Fort-Bowyer : this is an event which I little

expected to happen, but after the most gallant resistance ; that

it should have taken place, without even a fire from the enemy's

batteritiS, is as astonishing as it is mortifying.

In consequence of this unfortunate aflHir, an addition of 366

has been made to the list of American prison-rs ; to redeem

these and the seamen, I have, in conformity with proposititms

held ont by admiral Cochrane, forwarded to the mouth of the

Mississippi upwards of 400 British prisoners ; others will be
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leral Jackson*

sent, to complete the exchantre, as soon as they arrive from
Natchez, to which place 1 had found it expedient to' order
them.

Major Blue, who had been ordered by general Winchester
to the relief of Fort-Bowyer, succeeded in carrying one of the

encmy'tt piquets, conKisting of 17, but was too late to effect the

whole purpose for which be had been detached—the fort having

capitulated twenty.four hours befsre his arrival. I learn from
the bearer of my last despatches to the enemy's fleet, who was
detained during the operations against Fort-Bowyer, that his

loss on that occasion, by the tire from the garrison was between
20 and 40. I have the honor to be, &c.

< A. JACKSOX.

*»»*****»***t*:* «

eut..col. com.

No. 116.

Treaty of Peace and Amity between his Britannic Majesty
and the United States of America.

His Britannic Majesty and the United States of America,

desirous of terminating the war which has unhappily subsisted

between the two coyntries, and of restoring, upon principles

of perfect reciprocity, peace, friendship, and good understand*

Ing between them, have, for that purpose, appointed their

respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say : his Brifannic

majesty, on his part, has appointed the right honorable James
lord Gambier, late admiral of the white, now admiral of the

red squadron of his majesty's fleet, Henry Goulbourn, esq.

memt>er of the imperial parliament, and under secretary of

state, and William Adams, esq. doctor of civil laws:—and
the president of the United States, by and with the advice and
consent of the senate thereof, has appointed Julin Quincy
Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan ilnssell, and
Albert Gallatin, citizens of the United Slates, who, atter a
reciprocal communication of their respective full powers, have

agreed upon the following articles

:

Art. I.—-There shall be a firm and universal peace between

his Britannic majesty and the United States, and hetween their

respective countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, of

every degree, without exception of places or persons. All

hostilities, both by sea and land, shall cease as soon as this

treaty has been ratified by both parties, as hereinafter men-
tioned. All territories, places, and possessions whatsoever,

taken from either party by the other, during the war, or which

may be taken after the signing of this treaty, excepting only

the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored without
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delay, and without causing any destruction, or carrying away
any of the artillery or other public property originally captured

in the «aid forts or places, and which shall remain therein,

upon the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, or any
slaves, or other private property, and all archives, records,

deeds, and papers, either of a public nature, or belonging to

private persons, which, in the course of the war, may have

fallen into the hands of the officers of either party, shall be, as

far as may be practicable, forthwith restorad and delivered to

the proper authorities and persons to whom they respectively

belonfr. Such of the islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy as

are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the possession of

the party in whose occupation they may be at the time of the

exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, until the decision

respecting the title to the said islands shall have been made, in

conformity with the fourth article of this treaty. No disposi.

tion made by this treaty, as to such possession of the islands

and territories claimed by both parties, shall, in any manner
whatever, be construed to affect the right of cither.

Art. 11.—Immediately alter the ratification of this treaty by
both parties, as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to

the armies, squadrons, ofTicerj, subjects, and citizens of the two
powers to cease from all hostilities: and to prevent all causes

of complaint which might arise on account of the prizes which

may bo taken at sea after the ratifications of this treaty, it is

reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and . effects which may be

taken after the space of twelve days from the said ratifications,

upon all parts of the coast of North America, from the latitude

of twenty. three degrees north, to the latitude of fifty degrees

north, as far eastward in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty-sixth

degree of west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich,
shall be restored on each side : that the time shall be thirty days

in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean, north of the equi>

noxial line or equator, and the same time fur the British and

Irish channels, for the gulf of Mexico, and all parts of the

West Indies: forty days for the North Seas, for the Baltic,

and for all parts of the Mediterranean. Sixty days for the

Atlantic ocean south of the equator as far as the latitude of the

Cape of Good Hope: ninety days for every part of the world

aoath of the equator : and one hundred and twenty days for all

other parts of the world, without exception.

AuT. III.—All prisoners of war taken on either side, as

well by land as sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable

after the ratification of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned,

on their paying the debts which they may have contracted during

their captivity. The two contracting parties respectively

engage to discharge, in specie, the advances which may have



APPENDIX. 577

n any manner

been made by the other, for the sustenance and maintenance of
such prisoners.

Art. IV.—Whereas it was stipulated by the second article

in the treaty of peace of one thousand seTen hundred and eighty

three, between his Britannic majesty and the United States of
America, that the boundary of the United States should com-
prehend all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the

shores of the United States, and lying between lines to be
drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid boundaries

between Nova-Scotia, on the one part, and East Florida on
the other, shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy, and the

Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as now arc, or heretofore

have been within the limits of Nova-Scotia : and whereas the

several islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the

bay of Fundy, and the island of Grand Menan, in the said

bay of Fundy, are claimed by the United States as being com.
prehended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands

arc claimed as belonging to his Britannic majesty, as having
been at the time of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one
thousand seven hundred and cighty-three, within the limits of
the province of Nova Scotia : in order, therefore, finally to

decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred

to two commissioners, to be appointed in the following manner;
Tiz. One -"ommissioner shall be appointed by his Britannie

majesty, and one by the president of the United States, by
and with the advice and consent of the senate thereof, and the
said two commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impar-
tially to examine and decide upon the said claims, according to

such evidence as shall be laid before them, on the part of his

Britannic majesty and of the United States respectively. The'
said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province
of New Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourn to such
other place or places as they shall think fit. The said com-
missioners shall, by a declaration or report under their hands
and seals, decide to which of the two contracting parties the

several islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity
with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-three. And 4f the said commis.
sioners shall agree in their decision, both parties shall consider

such decision as final and conclusive. It is further agreed,

that in the event of the two commissioners differing upon all

or any of the matters so referred to them, or in the event of
both or cither of the said commissioners refusing or declining,

or wilfully omitting, to act as such, they shall make, jointly

or separately, a rcp(»rt or reports, as well to the government
of his Britannic majesty, as to that of <he United States, stat-

ing in detail the points on which they differ, and the grounds

VOL. II. ^ P P
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upon which their respecilTe opinions hare been formed, or

the grounds upon nhich they, or either of thcm^ have to

refused, declined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic ma-
jesty, and the government of the United States, hereby agree

to refer the report or reports of the said commissioners, to

some friendly sovereign or state, to be then named for that

purpose, and who shall be requested to decide on the differences

which may be stated in the said report or reports, or upon the

report of one commissioner, together with the grounds upon
which the other commissioner shall have refused, declined, or
omitted to act^ as the case may be. And if the commissioner so

refusing, declining, or omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit to
state *he grounds upon which he has so done, in such manner that

the said statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign or
state, together with the report of such other commissioner,

then such sovereign or state shall decide exparte upon the said

report alone. And his Britannic majesty and the government
of the United States engage to consider the decision of some
friendly sovereign or state to be final and conclusive, on all the

matters so referred.

Art. v.—Whereas neither that point of the high lands

I>ing due north from the source of the river St. Croix, an4
designated in the former treaty of peace between the two
powers as the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the

north.westernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet been
ascertained ; and whereas that part of the boundary line be-

twocn the dominion of the two powers which extends from
the source of the river St. Croix directly north to the above
mentioned north-west angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the

said high lands which divide those rivers that empty themselves

into the river St. Lawrence from those which fall into the

Atlantic ocean, to the north-wcsternmost head of Connecticut

river, thence down along the middle of that river to the forty-

fifth degree of north latitude : thence by a line due west on
said latitude until it strilies the river Iroquois or Cataraguy,

has not yet been surveyed : it is agreed, that for these several

purposes, two commissioners shall be appointed, sworn, and
authorized, to act exactly in the manner directed with respect

to those mentioned in the next preceding article, unless others

wise specified in the present article. The said commissioners

shall meet at St. Andrews, in the province of New Brunswick,
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or places

as they shall think fit. The said commissioners shall have

power to ascertain and determine the points above mentioned,

in conformity with the provisions of the said treaty of peace of

one thousand seven hundred and cighty.three, and shall cause
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4he boundary aforesaid, from the source of the irirer St.

Croix, to the ritcr Iroquois or Cataraguy, to be surveyed and
marked according to the said proTisions. The said coi«mis*

sioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex it

to a declaration under their hands and seals, certifying it to be
the true map of the said boundary, and parficularizing the

latitude and longitude of the north-west angle of Nova Scotia,

of the north-westernmost head of Connecticut river, and of

such other points of the said boundary as the^ may deem
proper. And both parties agree to consider such map and
declaration as finally and conclusively fixing the said boundary.

And in the event of the said two commissioners difibring or

both, or either of them, refusing or declining, or wilfully

omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall

be made by them, or cither of them, and such reference to a
friendly sovereign or state, shall be made, in all respects as in

the latter part of the fourth article is contained, and in as full

a manner as if the same was herein repeated.

Art. VI.—Whereas by the former treaty of peace, that

portion of the boundary of the United States from the point w!iero

the forty.fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river Iroquois

or Cataraguy to the lake Superior, was declared to be *'• along

the middle of said river into lake Ontario, through the middle

of said lake until it strikes the eommunication by water be-

tween that lake and lake Erie, thence along the middle of said

communication into lake Erie, through the middle of said

lake until it arrives at the wator communication into the lake
Huron, thence through the middle of said lake to the water
communication between that lake and lake Superior." And
whereas doubts have arisen what was the middle of said river,

lakes, and water communications, and whether certain islands

lying in the same were within the dominions of his Britannic

majesty or of the United States : in order, therefore, finally to

decide these doubts, they shall be referred to two commisioncrs,

to be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the

manner directed with respect to those mentioned in the next

preceding article, unless otherwise specified in this present

article. The said commissioners shall meet, in the first in-

stance, at Albany, in the state of New York, and shall have
power to adjourn to such other place or places as (hey shall

think fit. The said commissioners shall, by a report or decla.

ration, under their hands and seals, designate the boundary
through the said river, lakes, or water communications, and
decide to which of the two contracting parties th-a several

islands lying within the said river, lakes, and water communi.
cations, do respectively belong, in conformity wUh the true

intent of the said treaty of oira thousand seven hundred and

M
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eighty.three. And both partiei agree to connidcr kuch deti^f*

nation and decision as final and concluilTC. And in the event

of tjio said two commissioners differing, or both, or either

of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such

reports, declarations, or statements, shall be made by them,
or either of them ; and such reference to a friendly sovereign

or state shall be made in all respects as in the lattter part of
the fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if

Ihe same was herein repeated.

Art. VII.— It is farther agreed that the said two last men.
tioned commissioners, after they shall have executed the duties

assigned to them in the prcceeding article, shall be, and they

are hereby authorized, upon their oaths, impartially to fix and
determine, according to the true intent of the said treaty of

peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty*three, that

part of the boundary between the dominions of the two powers,

which extends from the water communication between lake Huron
and lake Superior, to the most north-western point of the lake
of the Wouds, to decide to which of the two parties the several

islands lying in the lakes, water communicitions and rivers,

forming the said boundary, do respectively belong, in con.

formity with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one
thousand seven hundred and cighty.three ; and to cause such

parts of the said boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and
marked. The said commissiuncrs shall, by a report or decla.

ration under their hands and seals, designate the boundary line

aforesaid, state their decisions on the points thus referred to

them, and particularize the latitude and longitude of the most
north-western point of the lake of the Wouds, and of such

other parts of the said boundary, as they may deem proper.

And both parties agree to consider such designation and decision

as final and conclusive; And, in the event of the said two
commissioners differing, or both, or either of them, refusing,

declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations,

or statements, shall be made by them, or either of them, and
such reference to a friendly sovereign or state, shall be made in

9II respects, as in the latter part of the fourth article is con.

tained, and in as full a manner as if the same was herein

repealed. ,< v.

Art. yill.—The several boards of two commissioners men-
tioned in the four preceding articles, shall respectively have

power to appoint a secretary, and (o employ such surveyors or

other persons as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of all

their respective reports, declarations, statements, and decisions,

and of their accounts, and of the journal of their proceedings,

fchall be delivered by them to the agents of his Britanuic majesty,

^nd tQ the agents of the United States, who may be respectively
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Appointed and aothorized to manage the business on behalf of
their respective governments. The said commissioners shall be
respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed between the
two contracting parties, such agreement being to be settled at
the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty

;

and all other expenses attending said commissioners shall be
defrayed equally by the two parties. And, in ca!>e of death,
sickqess, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of every
such commiiisioner respectively shall be supplied in the same
manner as such comniisssoner was first appointed, and the new
commissioner shall take the same oath or aflirmation, and do
the same duties. It is further agreed between the two con*
tracting parties, that in case any of the islands mentioned in

any of the preceding articles, which were in the possession of
one of the parlies prior to the commencement of the present
war between the countries, should, by the decision of any of
the boards of commisiiioners aforesaid, or of the sovereign or
state so referred to, as in the four next preceding articles con-
tained, fall within the dominions of the other party, all grants
of land made previous to the commencement of the war, by
the party having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such
island or islands had, by such decision or decisions, been
adjudged to be within the dominions of the party having such
posscsiiioti.

Art. IX.—The United Slates of America engage to put an
end, immediately after the ratification of the present treaty, to

hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians, with whom
they may be at war at the time of such ratification ; and forth*

with to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, all the

possessions, rights, and privileges, which they may have enjoyed
or been entitled to in one thousand eight hundred and eleven,

previous to such hostilities : Provided always, that such tribes

or nations shall agree to desist from all hostilities against the

United States of America, their citizens and subjects, upon the

ratification of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or

nations, and shall so desist accordingly. And his Britannic

majesty engages, on his part, to put an end immediately after

the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities with all the

tribes or nations of Indians with whom he may be at war at the

time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to such tribes

or nations respectively, all the possessions, rights, and privi-

leges, which they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to, in one
thousand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such hostilities

:

Provided always, that such tribes or nations shall agree to

desist from all hostilities against his Britannic majesty, and
his Rubjocts, upon the ratiiication of the present treaty being

notified to such tribes or nations, and shall so dc^^ist accord-
ingly.

* V
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Aft. X.—Whereas tiM traffic in tUvea is irreconoilftblo with

the principles of tiumanity and justice, and whereas both his

Britannic majesty and the United States are desirous of con-
tinning their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby
agreed that both tho contracting parties shall use their best

endeavors to accomplish so desirable an object.

Art. XI.—-This treaty, when the same shall hare been rati-

fied on both sides, without alteration by either of the contract,

ing parties and the ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be
binding on both parties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged
at Washington, in the space of four months from this day, or
sooner, if practicable.

In faith whereof, wo tho respective plenipoteutiariee, have
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals.

Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth day of

December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

GAMBIEK,
-f'»

,ii

) \

.f. tj.'..

HENRV GOULBOURN,
WILLIAM ADAMS,
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS,
J. A. BAYARD,
H. CLAY, *

JONATHAN RUSSELL,
ALBERT GALLATIN.

Now, therefore, to the end that the said treaty of peace and

amity may be observed with good faith, on the part of the

United States, I, .Tames Madison, president as aforesaid, have

caused the premises to be made public : and I do hereby enjoin

all persons bearing office, civil or military, within the United

States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants thereof, or being

within the same, faithfully to observe and fulfil the said treaty,

and every clause and article thereof.

In testimony whereof I have caused tho seal of the United

States to be affixed to tliese presents, and signed the same with

my hand.

Done at the city of Washington^ this eighteenth day of

February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and fifteen, and of the sovereignty and inde-

pendence of the United Slates the tbirty.nintb.

JAMES MADISON.

.. t

By the president,

JAMES MONROE. 'f«:!( .m,;i|,*JiJ^!jif''»>|ii

a*

. .'I u •: i'j \ I- V !•• •' '.. V
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Barrfe, captain R.N. his official account of the capture of the United Sutes' ship Adams*
Vol. II. 487. Commands In the Chesapeake, S83. His piooeedlnp tbete^ ib. Departs foe
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415. Ditto of the. attack upon Hampton, it. and 417.
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441. Destroyed, Vol. II. 33. Unsuccessful attack upon, by colonel Tucker, iM—^.
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Afacfc.Mrrf. the IndUtn rhWf, hlf entcrpriM. Tol. I. M«.
HUnkmlmrg, tattle of, Vol. II. W4—«l. 4«»-toa.

Dmii, M American one, compared In force with a Brillah man-of-war >>il|, Tnl, II. SM.
Btrrttltr, colonel, United Kttte*' armjr, luppoeed elllKt of hb ' Iteniorlan voice,' Vol. I. 1(4.

SklrmUh with captain Kcrr*i Indians, til. Surrender!, with hU detachment, to n tmall
BrItUh party, 9i»—t. 4.10—7.

BMtwUk, lieutenant-colonel, captu** a gang of AmerkaM de^redatofa and ttaltort. Vol. II. t.

Opinion entertained of the exploit by the pretldeut of Upyer Canada, spt.

Buaarfary line, where it Injures the Canadian!, Vol. I. «•.
Bi>»per ton, it! con!tructi<>n by general WllMneon, Vol. II. 949. itrength, lb. Is attacked
by four sloopi of war, SIS. Cut! the cable of the Hermee, and drlvetner on ehore, 944—«•
It! capture by m^ior general Lambert, sgi—9. &7&—>.

ilovrf, malorgeneral, United Htaiea' army, eucceed! to the command at Fort'Oeorge, Vol. I.

flip. Mil mUreprescntation, 9^4. Proceed! with the army of the centre to the attack of
Montreal, a»0. Lands near Chfy>tler*i Farm, s«t. Attacks colonel Morrison, 989. Is de-
feated, 390— i. Hi! grois misrepresenutions, 999—A. Retires to the boau, 996.

Breaking parole, authorised by the American gnyemment. Vol. I. 994—0.
BrUbatir, ma|or-general, erossee the Saranoc with hi! brigade, Vol. II, 990. SllcnoN and drives

the American! nom their battevie!, 999.
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the Canadian!, 96S. It! inlutary elTrct, A*. Arrival at Amberatbnrg and Sandwich, 09. Sum-
mons to Fort- Detroit, flg. Capture of the fort, garriion, and Michigan territory, <H)—79. SA9.
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by sir Ocorge Prcvosi's armistice, I8i. Heturn to Fort-Oeorge, 78. Arrival thence alQueem-
town, 99. Advance ajainst a superior body of Americans, 90. Death 00. Its immediate ill

conseqnences, too. Character, t03—4.
Brooke, colonel, succeeds to the command of the British troops opposite toDalllmore, Vol. 11.

.^17. Defeats the American army. 9IB. His oAicial account, .MM. Re-embarks at North-
point, 996. In the fleld at New Orleans, but not at the head of his rrgiment, 990.

Brouin, m^or-general. United States' army, his curious stratacem to deceive sir George Prevott
' ~ ' ' Harbor, Vol. I. I7I> Lnnd* near Chryitler's farni, 990. Hkirniislies wlih, ami

his march by, a small force under brevet- m^jor Dennis, 341—9. Rejoins the
at Racket!'! Harbor, Vol. I. 171. Lnnd* near Chrystler's farni, 990. Hkirniislies wlih, and
is delayed in his march by, a small force under brevet- m^jor Dennis, 391—9. Rejoins the
expedition at Darnhart's, 998. Proceeds to Sackett's Harbor, 951. MUtakes hit orders, and
marches for Onondugo hollow and back. Vol. II. 79. Hia exaggerated account of the busi-
ncs! at Oawego, 105. 490. Proceedr to Batavia, 114. l! ordered to crou the Niajnra, lb.

Usuc! a general order, ib. 430. Hi! forcr, II ». Crosses the strait, and ukes Fort-Erit, i in.

Defeat! major-general RIall, I IR-9S. His force after the battle, I9.t. Advances to Chlppe-
way and Queenstown, I9P. Detachc! general Swift to reconBoitrt Fort-George, ib. Wants
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sulves upon a sortie, 990. His ofnclal account, 994. Falsehood in it, 995. Is superseded by
general Izard, 939. Repairs to Sackett's Harbor, 940.

Brovnstown, village of, its situation. Vol. 1. 40. Skirmish at, 01. Scalps taken by the Ameri-
cans at, 00.

Buffalfte creek, its situation. Vol. I. 50. Ill effects of not destroying the schooners ftttlng at,
99i. Destruction of three small ones, in 1819, Vol. II. 99.

I - village, Its situation, Vol. I. so. Attacked and destroyed. Vol. II. 99. 400—4.
Bulger, lieutenant, his successful enterprise against the United States* schooners. Tigress and
Scorpion, 197. 901. His official account, 400.

Bur^iclft Political and Hi!torical Register, extract! fh>m, Vol. I. 49. 987. 901. 904. 906. Vol. II.

90.

Burlington, American troops at, in Ifii9, Vol. I. 24S.

Butter, colonel, United Slates' army, his official account of captain Basden's repulse, Vol. f.

417.

c.

Caledonia, N. W. company's brig, her capture, Vol. I. 81—9.

CuHi/Nitjfn, Canadian, of 1819, its commencement, Vol.1. 56. Termination, 130.

. of 1819, its commencement and progress. Vol. I. 191. to Vol. II. 90.

of 1814, its commencement and progress. Vol. II. 79—943.

OinipbtU, rolnnel, U. 8. army, land! at Dover, in Upper Canada, and burns the hou!ei and
mtlUof the inliabitant!. Vol. II. 100—11. Slight censure pa!8ed upon him by a court oi

inquiry, Ib.

Canadian takes, briefly described, Vol. T. 46—54.

militia, their deficiency of arms. Vol, I. 74. Good behaviour, I S5. 919.

Canada, Upper, general Hull's invaiion of. Vol. I. 58—77. General Van Rensselaer's ditt<%

83—109. General Smith's ditto, lii-so. General Dearborn's ditto, 143—104, 909-33.
General Harrison's ditto, 974 -9*7.

, Lower, general Hampton's invasion of, 900—17, See Erpedition.

Capitol, at Washington-city, a shot from the, kills one soldier and general Ross's horse. Vol. If,

«g3. Is destroyed, it . Capable of being made a citadel, 9i>4. Contained other public
buildingR, or rooms, ib,

Caro/taa, U. S. schooner, her force and destructive fire at New Orleans, Vol, II. 361. is dc9«
troytsU by hot shot, 3t)3.
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Vol. II. Ml. Isdcf
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CtMdIf, Mr. rcicaacd from American trnprltnamtnt, Vol. II. if.

Ctmn-^Mtitmal tha IrkMi Canadian army. r«p«il«M iht tnamy at Qncnttown, Vol. I. a?—
IM. Th«llli«Mar Port'SrW, li(^-ia. UHaclimeni ilrivan from Ytirlc, IM—9. Another ile-

tachnanti sfltr a taltamt rttitlance, reiir«t from F<>rt«6<om lowardt Burlington Hriahu.
110—ao. A lliird dauchmtnt attackt and rctraatt from aaekctt'i Harbor, i«i4—77. Criilcal
Bltvatlon of tht detachment at Burlington Heighit, 90). lu gallant and luccettful effort,
M4—1«. Several partial Miccetaet.tH—90. ««»—SO. tu advance to St. David't, Vft9. Ita
total namben, tM. Makes a dcmonttratlon upon Port'Oeorge, 9M. Bncreated tlckaetat
t»7. Rfl^iee ttrength, in September lais, «M. Ketreati 10 Burlintton, Vol. 11.9. la
ordered :;> batdnetnot, retire upon Kingston, 4. Panuet generul M'Clure, 7. Batert
Fnrt'Chmrge. II. CarrietFort-Niagiira, 14— it. Bnten l«wlttot*p, Black Rock and Baf-
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49fl-.4a. Bocampe near Pnrt- Erie, 101. Paili In an aieaull upon the work*. I6v—77. 4M.
Its tlrength in Heptemher, I8I4, 999. Iti adfance attacked by the garriton from Port-Brie,
•91. Oitvet the Amerlcani to their fort, 999. Itt encreated tlckne*,*. «i6. Betirea to
Chlppeway, 997. AflViir with a detachment at Lyon'i creek, 990. It re-li.forccd, MO.
Begaint poetettion of the Niagara.rrontler, and goct Into wlntei-quartcri, 941.

, American (Canadian army of the. itt organiaation and ttrength, Vol. I. m. Repalte
near Port-Brie, no— la. Sticcetaat York, 149—9 1 and at Port-Oeorge, 1 to—oe. Advance
towardt Borlington HelghU, W9. Defeat at Btoney creek, 904—19. Retfaatto Fdrt^Geofge,
919—14. Partial Inttet, 914—90. 9i0. Htrength|in July, isi9, 999. In Septtmber. 990.
iMat the opportunity of capturing the Brltlth centre-dlvition, lb. Departt to Jotai tlie

northern army. In an expedition agafntt Montreal, 990. Itt lubteqaent pmcaedinn, 90IV-99.
it re-organised at Balavia, Vol. II. 114. Takea Port.Erie. n». DcflMtt gencial Biall, l9»-7.
Advancet to Qaccnetown and Port.Oeorge, 199. 197. Retiret to Queenttown and Chlppeway.
197—«. 1 1 defeated at Lundy't lane, 149—7. BetreaU to Port-Brie, IM. Repelt an attault

upon the wnrki, 170—7. Maket a tortie upon the Brltlth battcrict, 991—d. It re-inforced
by general laard't army, 9911. Rvacuatet the Canadian territory, 940.

CAamterf, captain, hit imprltonment along with convlcU in Frankfurt Penitentiary, Vol. I.

909. 401.

Ckea^ilaia, lake, itt tltuation and extent, Vol. I. 997. Belongt wholly to the .'.mericani,

991. Proceeding* upon. In 1819, 999—149.——— town entered by the British, in I819, Vol. I. 944.

C*«id<er, brigadier-general, U. R.army, hit capture by the Britith, VoT. I. 9tHI.

Chopin, malor, U. i. militia, identifled at the head of a gang of depredators. Vol. 1. i\$.
His inhuman treatment of some wounded Britith pritoneit, 997. Hit vaunting account of
an alBtir with a Britith piquet, Vel. II. 9.

CAapttce, proceodiugt at, Vol. II. 965.

TAarf«, of nnparalleledgaHantry, Vol. II.M—7. ' >'

CharUitomn, in the Chetapeake, procccdingi at. Vol II. 49.

Vhatnugay rircr, battle of the. Vol. I. 90fr—17. Britith official account of, 4<n.

Chuuneew, commodnre, his arrival atSackett't Harbor, Vol. I. 191. Commences equipping a
neet, lb. Attach upon York, U. C. 141—0. 404. Soundt the approach to Fort-Oeorge, i»o.

Retumt to Sackett't Harbor to await the equipmentRombardt that fort and Newark, 199.

of the Pike. « i«. Sailt In her to the bead of the lake. 93 1 . Landt troopt and teamen near
Buriington Heightt, ib. Overratet the Britith forces and re-embarks the troops, lb. Carries
away, at prisoners, tome infirm inhabitanu. lb. Proceeds to York, and lands troopt under
lieutenant-colonel Scott, 919. Empties the gaols, and plunderi the inhabitants, 393. Ait
correspondence with general Wilkinson, 309.

,

Chtevei, Mr. his speech to congress. Vol. 1. 987.

C/iMoyealce bay, operations in the, Vol. II. 30—69. 948—399.

CWcairo packet, her capture, Vol. 1. »9.

I. fort, its abandonment, Vol. 1. 6T.

ChippnMf river, itt situation, Vol. I. 91.

fort, ditto, ib.

^-^— village, dittor ib.— C S. schooner, her dettmctlon. Vol. II. 90.

Ciliieni, American, Mr. Madison's fcharge of impressing " tliouiands *> of tiiem, Vul. f. 3.
Actual number impressed, 49.

>, native and naturalized, pretended equality of rights, ib.

CivilixatioH, Indian, how promoted by the American government, I8»—3.
dark, colonel Tiiomas, libel upon refuted. Vol. I. 163. Contributes to the capture of colonel

Boerstler. 916. His attack upon Fort-8ch\nster, 910. His account of colonel fiisiliopp's siic-
ceasfui enterprise against BInck Rock, 441—9.

Clarke, Eliiali, an expatriated American citizen, case of. Vol. I. 49. His acquittal by arourt.
martial.lib.

Clay, the lionorable Henry, his war-spef!cli, Vol. I. 77. Subsequent apostacy, Vol. II. iti.

Clark, brigade-major, hit thameful treatment, while in a wounded state, by Hie Aiiriil.iiu,
907.

Climate of the Canadat, itt tcverity, Vol. II. 7, 8.

Cooariver, prooectlingtat, Vol. II. 967. j .«^.
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Cocknat, v1ce*adniiral, K^M«t hU content to one of sir Oeorgi PMfett^ afmlttkct, Vol. lit

IM. Aniwln the Cbcwpnite with m^or-general Roif. ST». HM Ml<^lM|i lettef to Mr*
Munr«e,ao«.t09. ProcectUto attack Baltimore, 3 IS. Hiaofficial accoant, »I4. DeMrtaior
HalUkXfMl. BActof hiitbreatenini letter at New Orleana. 940. Arrires off the Chanoeleur
Ulandi, SM. Detachei a force ag^nit the American gun-boat*, 949. IIU ofiaalmccoimt of
the New Orleans proceedings, 950.

Cockimm, i«ar«admiral, arrives In the Chesapeake, Vol. II. 9*. Proceeds to the head of the
ftay, n. Approaches Frenchtown, 34. Is flred upon from a battery, ib. Laada the
niarlneit ib. Destroys some stores and vessels, ib. His principle of acting develop^, 95.

Purchases stocli at Turltey point, and Specucie island, so. Is Arcd at and nenaced from
Hano de Grace, ss—7. Proceeds to attack the place, 97. Is flred upon by the inhabitants,
who vonnd the bearer of a flae of truce, 38. Lands, ib. Destroys several abandoned
houses, ib. Also a cannon foundry, 99. Detaches a force up the Susquehanna, 40. Plo-
ceeds to Oeoraetown and Fredaricktown, 4O. Sends two Americans to warn the inhabitanta
against making resistance, 47. Is flred upon, and lands, ib. Destroys the abandoned
houses, vessels, and stores, ib. Lands at a town near the Sassafras, and is well rcceifed*
48—9. ThelikeatCharlestoiwnlntheneighbourliood, 49. Retires from the head af thebay,
ib. Hisaccountof hispraceedings, 404— II. Proceeds to Ocracoke harbor, 69. Captnre*
two flne letters of marque, 70. Landsat Ocracoka and Portsmouth, ib. Lands at LeooMd's
town In St. Mary's, 903. AtNomlny ferry, ib. At Hamburgh and Chaptico, «05. Up the
Ycocomico, MO. At Kinsale, ib. Takes a battery on the banks of the Coan river, M7*
Proceeds up St. Mary's creek. Goes on shore to reconnoitre the route to Wiishington,
t75. His plan tu prevent surprise, ib. Soggestt an attack «n Washington, 970. Proceeds
to the attack of commodore Barney's flotilla, 977. Joins m^ior.general Ross at Upper
Jfarlborongb, and decides on immediately attacking Washington, t«i. Advances towards
Washington, 983. His account of the oattle of filadensburg, 499. Is near capturing
Mr. MsMison, 991. Approaches Washington, 999. Advances with the light*companie* on
fcneial Ross's being flred at, ib. Enters theipresident's palace, 904. Its destruction, 99».

Was blamed Iqrhis .noramanding officer for not having acted more rigorously, 901. His
official account of the business at Washington, 499. Keoonnoitres the enemy at BaMimore,
314. His concern at ceneral Ross's death, 915. Official account af the Baltimore demon-
stration, 517« Sails for Bermuda, 991. Returns to the Chesapeake, 39S. Sails to Antelia

Island, 394. Arrives at, and taku possession of, Cumberland island, 995.

Colonial Journal, extract fh>m. Vol. I. 950.

Coiitmton Cmtiael, extract fhim. Vol. II. 987.

Covress, secret law of, to Uke possession of West Florida, Vol. 11.941.

Coaoict*, list of, in Fankfort Penitentiary, Vol. 1. 401.

Co«Mtl,efwar, American, its despatch, Vol. I. ftU. 919. Fortvnate decision. 939. Ditto.
Vol. II. 19.

, British, iu firmness. Vol. 1. 190. Ditto, Vol. II. 4.

CoitrMMrtial upon iieutenant-colonel MuHlns, extracts flrom, Vol. 11.97!'. 977 • 979.

Craiwy ishind, unsuccessful attack upon. Vol. II, 50—49. 414—7. Badly mana|^,. 04.

Cririe, lieutenant, R.N. his noble behaviour. Vol. II. 59. 411.

Cumberland island, taken possession of by the British, Vol. II. 395.

Court of inquiry upon colonel Campbell, its indulgent proceedings. Vol. 1 1. 1 II.

D.

Darbf'i Loatnana, attracts from. Vol. H. 34<V->7.

DMrbom, major-general, U. S. army, appointed to command the army of the north. Vol. I.

199. Marches to Champlain, 199. DeUches a skirmishing party, ib. Returna to PtatUburc
and uorlington, 190. Places his army into winter-quarters, Ib. Proceeds to the attack of
York, U. C. 141. Arrives there, 149. Captures the pUce, 140. 400. Proceeds to Niagara,
150. His account of the capture of Fort*Ge»rgc, 157. 419. Detaches a strong force in

punttit of general Vincent, and to take Fort-Erie, 169. Bffircts the latter, 164. Detaches
two brigadier-generals to capture or destroy the British at Burlington Heights, 909. dp-
tore or the former, and retreat of the Americans to Fort-George, 904—19. His strange
account, 909* His defensive preparations, and alarm, at Fort-George, 914—15. Detaches
a force against lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp at the Beaver dam, i\i. Iu entire capture, 916
—18. His official accountof the afair, 499. His resignation of the command, 419.

I>etarlzch, captain, his interview with ^eral Hampton, Vol. 1. 913.

Deceptiotu, military, curious ^ivulgement respectin|^ Vot 1. 109. ' " ''"'

Delaware-toum, nthit at. Vol. II. 75—7. 417.

Dene'f, brevet-major, his skilful arrangements and gallant behavionr at Hoop-pole creek.
Vol. 1. 991—9. His sudden promotion by the Americans, 999.

De RoUnburg, mi^or-general, succeeds major-general Sheaffe, as preskimt of Upper Canada,
Vol. 1. 919. His departure for Kingston, 961.

De Salubeny, Heutenant-colonel, his force near Chateangay, Vol. I. 907. Hears of the
approach of goaval Hampton, ib. His judicious arrangement to check his advance, 907—9.
Uefcau bin, 900—17.

Descrtsrt, partial dedaion respecting. Vol. 1. 49. How considered by Mr. Madison, 44.

, Britbb, number from colonel Scott, Vol. 1. 351. Ditto, ttora sir George Prevost

in the PUttsbmi expedition. Vol. II. 099. Bounty offsred to, 991.

Detroit, river, described. Vol. I.

I, town, ditto, lb.

48.

'., fort, ditto, Ib. Summoned to surrender, 09. Attack upon, ib. Its ea«y surrender,

70—4. 900--W. Brlliah and American force present at, 71—4. Ordnance stores found ai»

79. Effccu of its surrender upon the cabinet at Washlnfton, 70. See Mfckifta.
i——..brig, (late AdUM,) bet recapture, VoU 1. 81—9. ,„ ..,
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De WkitnilU, iiH^or.«nMn1, hk oBctel MCMmt of the lortie Uom Fort-Brle. Tol. II. 46P.

X»MMm, UH. iBlMnMai tfntMBt of kcr, wlwn ill in bed at Newuk. Vol. II. S.

^ couniellor, dettraction of his Ubnty by the Americans, ib.

, IfnthomM* released ftom an AmeriCMi piiaen, fb.

I ., colonel, differs with colonel Thornton as to the force required to hold general

Morgan's lines. Vol. II. SM. Mfl. 549.

DMt, dlptain, B.N., confeys Ave boat* orer land to Uke Erie, nnd captures, in a gallant

aunner, the U. S. schoonrrs Somers and Ohio, Vol. II. 100—8. 449.

Den Jm» De Jnaya, the Meaican fleld-marshal, assisted in defending New Orleans,Vol. II . 9S9.

Do* Qtixote, quoution (tam, Vol. II. 9i,

Dover, on Uke Erie, attack upon. Vol. II. 109. Destroyed under the ordera of colonel

Campbell, U. 8. army, Il»-I9.

DomnnU, capUin. B.N., his co.operation requested by sirOeorge Preroat, Vol. II. 919. Urged
by a letter, 914. Harrangiies his men, 913. Dies,ib.

Doyfe, his celebrated nfife, Vol. I. 108.

Drummond, lieutenant.general, his arrival from England, Vol. II. 19. Is sworn in as president

of Upper Canada, ib. Joins the centre.dirision at St. David's, ib. Permits colonel Murray
to pursue his plans of annoyance, ib. Advances to Chippeway, 80. Detaehes major-general

Eiail to Buffaloe and Black Bock, 9»-l. Places his army into comfortable wintcr-qnartrrt,

95. Detaehes a force towards the Detroit, 75. Arrrves at the Niagara from York, 14 1.

Detaches a force to Lewistown, ib. Arrives at Landy's lane, 149. Defeats general Brown,
143—M>. His official aceoont, 436. Arrives opposiu: to Fort-Erie, IC I. Detaches lieutenant-

colonel Tkicker to attack Black Bock, 169. His failure, 169. Opens his batteries on Furt.

Erie, 168. Fails in a storming attack, 169—77. His official account, 450. iilamed by sir

George Provost for making the attack ' in the dark', 180.

^ major, offers io put sir George Prevost in possession of Sackett's Harbor, 171.

<Lieutenant«olonel.) Bis heroic behaviour and death at the usaultof Fort-Erie, Vol. II.

173—i.

Dnerou, Mr. deceives the British commanders at New Orieans, Vol. 11 . 360.

Dudley, colonel, U. S. army, his defeat and dcnth. Vol. I. 198.

Didret/GloiteeMer, brig, her capture. Vol. 1. 148. v -^ *

'tr. r >". -,'i •"•

Kagte, V. 8. cutter, her capture, along with her companion, by three Canadten gun-boats,

Vol. I. 940. 445—7. Her armament, 940—1. 447.

Earle, commodore, not an officer of the royal navy. Vol. I. 191. His incompetency, ib.

EatonU life of Juekton, extracts from. Vol. II. 353. 371. 374. 389.

Effeetive, its unsettled meaning, Vol. I. 71.

EUridge, lieutenant, U. S. army, misrepresented story about. Vol. I. 993—6.

Eliaabttk-tmBn, now Brockville, incursion into, by the Americans, Vol. I. 134.

Erie, lake, ita extent and situation. Vol. I. 49.

——, town, ita situation, lb.

^~, fort, iu situation. Vol. I. 50. Fires upon the fort at Black Bock, 105. Ita garrison, in

Kovembcr, 1819, 110. Abandoned, 158. Entered by the Americans, 1M. Bepossessed by
the British, Vol.11. 90. Its defenceless condition, lit. Taken by the Americans, I17.

Enlarged and strengthened, I61. T« assauliedby general Drummond, ifis. Terrible explo-
sion of one of the bastions, 177. Bepulse of the British, ib. Bepalred and fresh mounted,
998. Strength of the garrison, 999. Sortie from, upon the British batteries, 93 1 . lu partial

success, 999—3, Is destroyed and evacuated by tlie American troops, 940.

Evom, major, his imprisonment along with convicta in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. I. 999.
461.

Everard, captain, leaves his brig, the Wasp, at Quebec, and volunteers his services on Lake-
Champlain, Vol. I. 943. Takes troops under colonel Murray, and lands them at Plartsbiirg,

ib. Be-erobarks them, and proceeds to Swanton, Vermont, 943. Then to Chainplain-
town and Burlington, 944-5. 449- Tries, in vain, to provoke commodore Macd.nough to
come out, 946. 449. Betums to Quebec, 347.

fiutu, doctor, his war-speech. Vol. 1 . 77.

Exthamge nf pritoneri, agreed upon between general Winder and colonel Baynes, Vol. II. is3.
Its shameful violation on the part of the Americans, 183—4.

Etpedition, the Wilkkisonian, its object. Vol. I. 955. Sets out from Fort-George, 960. Is
driven back, ib. Starta asecond time, ib. After suffering by weather, arrives at Henderson's
bay and Sacket's Harbor, 961, Its rendezvous at Grenadier island, 301. Its exa«-t strengthi
ib. Proceeds to French creek, 303. Is attacked by British gun-boats, ih. To be joined by
general Hampton, 904. Arrives at Hoag's, near Morrisville, 317. After landing the troops
and ammunition, passes Prescol, 3I8. Halts opposite to Matilda, 319. Arrives at Wil-
liamsburg, 990. Its strength at this time, ib. Detachments from it, ib- Atfair at Hnop-
pole crmk, 399, Defeat or general Boyd, 393—38. Progress of the expedition to Corn-
wall. Hence to French mills, 340. Iu total failure, 341.

' to recover Michilimacinac, its proceedingfnnd failure. Vol. II. ISO—901.
Exploiiom, its fatal effects, at York, U.C. Vol. I. 145. At Fort-Erie, Vol.11. 177.

F. i' :.
Fitld-oficer», British and Canadian, their firmness, in rouncil, Vol. I. 194.

Fi$eker, lieutenant-colonel, his official account of the attack on Oswegn, 496. ''Colonel < At-
tacks the American entrenchments at Sn8k««bUlt with inefficient scaling-ladders, iw. la
fepuUcd, 170. Hi* oflteUI accouat, i»9*

f^
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Fitk, Mr. of Vermont, hif resolution about BritUb deMrUri, Vol. II. Wt.
'

fittgibbtm, lieutenant, hi* capture of oolonel B«erttler and hi* detachment, Vol. I. no—g,

Flagqftnce, Kbeming one, lent toy Oafi American commodore, «t NewOrleau, Vol. II.
a9Va

FUtt, Britbb, on Lake-Ontario, it* Uate in October, 1819, Vol. I. 181.

^«?"^' '?.^**'°» V;S-a"ny, hi* incuraion into Oananoque, Vol. I. 189. Other predatory
attack*, iss-4. Hiiboactful behaviour to a Britiahflagbf truce, 135,

v ••" pr«w"o»y

fort, what *o called, in the Canada*, Vol. I. M).
Foundery, cannon, dettroyed near Havrc-de-Grace, Vol. II. 39. 44. 407.
Franltfort Penitentiary, list of convicu in. Vol. I. 461.
Fraier, terjeant, his capture of the American general Winder, Vol. I. 900.
FTederUk-timn, Chesapeake-bay, proceedings at, Vol. II. 48—8.
French-tmen, Michigan, battle of. Vol. 1. 184—5.

—
, in the Chesapeake, proceedings at, Vol. II. 3S—5.

French creek, it* *ituation. Vol. I. 303. Cannonade of the American encampment at, ii).
Frigate, American, destroyed at Washington, Vol, II. 887.

G.

CaJMj, inajor-general, U. 8. army, relieve* general Ripley at Fort-Erie, Vol. II. 104. Hi*
mi«-*tatedaccountor the a*sttult upon the works, 179. 455.

y^ • ^

^havk)u***'b
"^ of the National Intelligencer, a BriUsh subject. Vol. 11. 995. His atrocious

flananoque, 1 Canadian *ettlement, described. Vol. I. 126. Midnight 'ncunion into, ib.
Gtorge-tovm paper, extract fi om.Vol. 1 1 . 300.

^*"^g'»Jpf^> it* situation and strength, in June, 1819, Vol. I. 59. Cannonade between it and
fort-Niagara, lOi. 108. lis strength in M^y, 1813, I5l. AtUck upon, 152. Want of am-
munitiou, lb. Possession taken of it by the Americans, 159.407. 4 la. Loss in defendinc it,
159.410. American loss inihe attack, 16U 413. Is abandoned by general M'Clure. and en-
tcred by colonel Murray, Vol. II. li.—— town, Chesapeake-bay, proceedings at. Vol. II. 46—8.

^'^•.""^'"T«'?l? •*'• ""iyai^before New Orleans. Vol. II. 363. Complaint against lieutf-
nant-colonel Mullins, 375. The likt jf the (lisobedience of the troops. 376. Is mortallv
wounded, S79, c»r 4

Gibraltar point, its situation, Vpl. I. 59,

Goat-island, its situation. Vol. I. 51.

Goose-creek, affair at, Vol. 1. 850—8.

Government, the American, makes allies of the Indians, yej blame* us for employing iheni.
Vol. 1. 180. 12S0— I. Its friendly moderation, |3S. Orders its oHicers to break their parole,
835.

Creenleitf's-point, serious accident at. Vol. II. 896.

Grenadier island, its situation, Vol.1. 301.

Growler, U. S. cutter, her capture, along with her companion, by three Canadian gun-boat*.
Vol. I. 940. 445—7. Her armament, 840— 1. 447.

i« , U. S. schooner, her destruction. Vol. 1]. 107.

Pun boats, American, near Lake-Borgne, their capture, Vol. II. 348—58. Curiou* tutcment
respeciiag, 353. 'i'heir excellent equipment, ib.

'

Hamilton, lieuteni^nt-colonel, gross libel upon him refuted, Vol. II. U.
village, entered by the British, Vol. I. 340—1. 465—6.

Hampton, village of, attacked and carried by the liritish, Vol. 11.64—8. 415—17. Shameful pro?
' ceedings ut, 66. Uross exaggerations uf the American editors, 67—8.

., major-general, U..S. army, commands the American northern army, Vol.1, 345.

Is ordered to jinn general Wilkinson, 304. Advances to effect that object, 305. 307. En-
counters a small force under colonel De Saluberry, and is repulsed, 308-17. Hetreats to Fou^-
corners, and thence t« Tlattsburg, 317. His consolatoiy assurance to general Wilkinson,
339.

Hamburg, Chesapeake, proceedings at. Vol. II. 866.

Hanehett, captain, K.N. Hissevere wounds and gallant efforts at Craney island, Vol. .II. 59.

Handcock, major, his gallant defence of LaColle mill, Vol. II. 83—9. 411.

Hanks, lieutenant, L. S. army, his official letter, Vol. I. 355. Remark* thereon, 37.

Httirison, major-general, U. S. army, take* the command of the right wing of the American
' north-western army. Vol. I. 179. His relief of Fort-Wayne, and cruelties against the I>t-

dians, 181—8. Determines tc winter in a Canadian garrison, IS4. Separation of the wings,
with orders to re-unite at Presqu'isle, ib. Inconsequences to himofthelos* of tiie left wing, 194.

ConstructsFort- Meigs, and another fort at Upper Sandusky, 194. His ' indulgencies' against

the Indians, 195, Is attacked at Fort- Meigs, I96. Receives a strong reinforcement, 197.

DtULclies a force to storm the British batteries, while a sortie is made in the rear, ib. Suc-
ceeds at ftrst, but is afterwards repulsed, I9S. 801. Is strongly reinforced, 879. Abandons
forts Meigs and Stephenson, ib. Lands at Amherstburg, 873. Amount of hi* force, 874.
}^)rsues major-general Proctor, 875. Skirmishes in the route, 977—8. Draws up his force,

stfO. Attack* and defeat* major-general Proctor, 981—8. Pestroy* the Moravian-town^ 28^.
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pmentat, il). i

HU oRicUl letter, 4&3. Guconading accounu of his victory. 980. Detaini a flag of Irnce,

987. Hit insolent letter to general Vincent, ib. DiKbarget liis volunteer*, and reimin to
the Niagara, m. ArrWetat Fort-George, and afterwards atSackett's Harbor, Vol. II. a.

Htrvey. Ilentenant-colooel, reconnoitres the American entrenched camp, near Sloney creek.
Vol. I. ao4. Suggests a midnight attack upon it, ib. I^ads the advance, 405, Succeeds in
the enterprise, capturing part, and driving away the remainder, of the. American force,

SMV—19.
' Important consequences of the victory,pi3. His services at the buttle of Chryst-

let>», 4«8. At Oswego, Vol. II. m. At the battle of Lundy's lane, 43». At Fort-Erie,
459.

Htttre-d€- Grace, village of, lis situation andsize, VoU II. 36. treatment of a flag of truce at,

38. Fires upon the British, 37-^. Is entered, and p.irtly destroyed, 38—44. Anericaa
calumnies respecting, refuted, 40—4.

Heald, Mrs. lierwounds, and reception by captain Roberts, Vol. I. 67.

HenUy, captain, U. S. navy, hit account of the lost of the Carolina, Vol. II. 63?.

Hermtt, H.M.S. has her cable cut at Fort-Bowjer, Vol. II. 344. Drifts on shore withij) gun*
shot, and is blown up by her commander, ib.

Jiiitvry qf tMe War, an American publication, extracts from, Vol. I. 57. 63. 76. 07. 198. 146.

I»6—7. 109. 193. 930. 99i. 931—3. 943—7. 967. 314. 316. 334. 337. 339. 344. Vol. II. 3. 4. 9. 19.

17. 90—1. 94. 90. 41 -S. 69. 71. 03. 109—5. 108. 196. 158. 164. 17&—80. 109. 901. 994. 933. 995.
940. 959. 964. 968—9. 913. SSI. 994. 398. 174. 991.

t^aitfd StaUi, an American publication. Vol. I. 57. 81. 06—7. 109. 113. 117.

1S4. 166. 103. 990—1. 997. 947. 997. 338. Vol. II. 95. 40. 49. M. 60. 105. 108. 159. 154. I7U—80.
994. 949—50. 959. 989—5.990. 999—4. 9U9. 900—1. 919. 916. 9i<9.

Jiistoriani, American, their mistatements exposed. Vol. I. 57. 09. 65—6. 74. 81. 99—9. 97. 90.
101—6. 108. 115—17. 199—6. 198. 190. 194. 199. 144—fi. 155. I(i0—3. 189. 184. 187. 189. I9t1. 199,

. 109.908—11.916.918. 990—6. 941—4. 949. 958. 964. 937.977.986. 990.913—15.995—8. 934.
336—8. 351. Vol. II. 3. 9. 19. 16. 18. 99. 95. 49—6. 40—50. 61—3. 67. 91—9. 94. 109.105. 108.

119. 119. 199. I9». 190. 150—9. 165. 178—9. 90O—9. 991. 994. 995. 940. 947. 952—4.978 900. 909.
919. 316. 990. 994. 997. 943—5. 351—i.' 360.' 379. 389. 390—9. 391.

Holmes, major, U. 8. army, his brutal proceedinga at St. Joteph's, Vol. II. 191—9.

Jloop-pole creek, tkirmish at. Vol. I. 391—9.

Hopkint, a Canadian traitor, conveyt information to the enemy, Vol. I. 957. It hung, 998.

Httdibtas, extracts from. Vol. I. 336. 338yVol. II. 936.

Hull, general, U. S. army, Vol. 1. 57. His arrival at Detroit, 58. Proclamation to the Cana<
dians, ib. and355. Capture of Sandwich, 58. Inactivity, 59. His heliaviuur to the Cana-
-diant, 69. His return, across the river Detroit, to the fort, 64. His answer to general
Brock's summons, (ig. Retreat to the fott, 70. His tame surrender, ib. OUicial letters, 369.
His trial, and sentence, 75—6.

Humbert, the celebrated French general, assisted in defending New Orleans, Vol. II. 989,

Hunter, Mf. of Alexandria, his cowardly and cruel behaviour. Vol. II. 958.

•, H.B.M. brig, compared in force witli an American ' boat,' Vol. 11. 353.

Hurim, lake, iu extent and situation, Vol. 1. 47. Operations upon, Vol. II. 185—909.

I.

Jaekion, maior-general, U.S. army, succeeds general Wilkinson in the command at New
Orlcant. Vol. II. 345. Takes possession of Pensacola, ib. Arrives at New Orleans, 346.

Places the city under martial law, 354. Sends to reconnoitre the British advanced division,

361. Attacks Hand retires, 369. ^33. His lines in front of New Orleans, 364—7. Receives
a reinforcement, 371. Is attacked by the British 374—85. His othcial accounts of their re-

pulse, 598.657. Quick re-0€cupatiun of the abandoned right bank, 3st). 559. Considers he
outwitted the British general, 387. His official account ot the departure of the British, bOS,

Some particularls of his family, 389. His designation of England, 30u. His honorable conduct
at New Orleans, ib. Account of the loss of Fort-Bowyer, 574.

Jeiifrins, captain, his dreadful wounds, and heroic behaviour. Vol. I. 138. Some account ofhif
family, 140.

/n(f<7)eti(''!nt/oret^er«, a corps so named, fired upon, when struggling in the water. Vol. II. 60.

Enormities committed by that corps at Hampton, 66. Placed under a guard by the British

oflicers, 67. Sent away from the Chesapeake, and not employed ag-.un, 69.

Indians, treatment of the, by the Americans, Vol. I. 45. Their disgust at rir Reorge Prevost's

first armistice, 78. Intrepid behaviour at Sackett's harbor, 165. Its consequences, 166. First

called in aid by the United Slates, I80. Their bravery at French-town, 184—5. 'i De difficulty

of restraining them at the river Raisin, 193. Cause of their liatred to the Americans, 19\.

Their gallant behaviour at Fort^Meigs, 197—901. Called in aid by ihe United states on the

Niagara, 990. Curious reasons given in support of the measure, 990— 1 . Their dislike to at-
' tack fortified places, 967. Accumulated numbers at Detroit, 969. Mu:>t of them abandon

major-general Proctor, after the lots of captain Barclay's fleet, 975. Remainder make a gal-

lant resistance at the battle of the Tliames, 989.

John, colonel, his ogicial account of the capture of the U. S. ship Adams, Vol. II. 479.

Jones, lieutenant, U. 8. navy, his official account ef the loss of his live gun-boau, Vol. II.

350—9. 596.

IsleauxNon, iu situation, extent, forts, and garrison, Vol.1. 'J4g. Expedition planned
against, 346.

Janon, H.M.S. her afikir with the American gun-boaU, Vol. II. 54—6. 419.

/z«rd, maior-general, U. S. army, has served in tlie French army. Vol. I. 306. Commands
general Ham|>ton'i advance, ib. Moves from Champlaiii to Sackett's Harbor, with nearly the
whole of the northern army. Vol. II. «otf. Proceeds to the Niagara, 937. Crosses to Port-

• j^rle, and supersedes general Brown, 998. Advances along the road, ib. Returns to Fort*
prle, %jO, Destroys the works, and evacuatet the Canadian territory, ib.

I



IKDEX.

K.

Kttne, maior-senenl, hi* exact force nt New Orleans, Vol. II. 360. Hii official account ofthe
attack upon him on the 99d of December, 699—SS. I» wounded in front of general Jackton's
lines, 979.

KetUuckiatu, their proceedings against the Indians, Vol.1. 179' Dread in which they were
held by the latter, I84. • Indulged' by major>gtneral Harrison, 195. Their treatment of
Tecumseh, 90S—6. Their dastardly flight on the right bank of the Mississppi, 3M. 558. 500,

* Kentucky too-much,' an Indian phrase, illustrated, Vol. I. 184.

ken, caputn, his skirmish with the Americans, Vol. I. iit5.

King, colonel, U.S. army, his opinion of general Hampton's defeat. Vol. I. 315.

Kingston, harbor and town described, Vol.1. 54. Approached by commodore Cbauncey, IM.
Small force at, 133. 956. Intended expedition against, 356, 348—g.

KintaU, proceedings at. Vol. II. 266.

[j.

La Colle mille, manner of its construction. Vol. II. 83. Is attacked by general Wilkinson, 85,

(iailant defence by its garrison, 86—». Uepulse of tlie assailants, 90.

Ladderi. See Scaling-UuUfrt. ." . -

X.<UR(f, Mr. his trick upon British officers, Vol. II. 341,

l.ailce superior, its extent and situation. Vol. I. 47. .:' --•,.„>•— Huron, ditto, ib. ''' ' *."'-'
>— Michigan, ditto, 48. ' ^ .' is « > >< < ^ .»«

-'—- St. Clair, ditto, ib. ^.—— Erie, ditto, 49> ' » ,
.

"
'.

. •

Ontario, ditto, 53. ..-. ,..,.-.
—— Champlain, ditto, 837.

XoMa XooM, itsauthor cited, Vol. II. S93i - , '-' ^

^mfterCs travels, quotations from, Vol. II. 8. 153. . -
^..

.

Lambert, major-general, orders the right bank of tiie Mississippi to be evacuated. Vol. II. 386«
Applies to general Jaclison fbra suspension of liostilities, 387. Retreats from liis position

before New Orleans, ib. His official letters, 543. i65. Detaches a force against Fort*
Bowyer, 391. His account of Its surrender, 570.

,

Lanoell, lieutenant, -V- S. army, his capture, along with his detachment, by Canadian mili-
tia. Vol II. 73—4.

Latour, major, bis opinion of the attack upon general Jackson's lines at New Orleans, Vol. 9*

382.

jLalour's ' War in Louisiana,* extracts from, Vol, II. 342-5. 349-92. 354. 960wl. 36S. 367—9«
371—S. 380. 383-4. 387. 380. 391.

Xam-ence, captain, V- 8- army, his account of the loss of Fort-Bowyer, Vol. II. 391. .

L<tft <Uot«ion nf the Britii>h Canadian army, its approurli towards the American northern army.
In I8W, Vol. 1. 199. DetachmcntfromucapturesOgdensburg, 137—40. Another detachment
enters I'latisburg, Swanton and Cham|ilain-town, 949—5. Proceedings of its advance neav
Chateaugay. 306—17. Strongly reinforced from Europe, Vol. II. 905. Its aJBcieot 8tate,90et
Marches to Plattsburg and back, 907—G7. Retires to winter-qoatters, SM.

Xeonarci's town, Potomac, proceeding* at. Vol. I]. 969,

Levmtoum, village of, its situation and size, VqI. I. 51. Shares the fat^ of Newark, Vol. II. 19.

Lines, generalJac ((son's, on the left bank ofthe Mississippi, described, Vol. II. 364—7> First
unsuccessful attack upon, 368. 539—36. Second ditto, 374—85. 538—49. Miuo^ Latour's,
and major-general Wilkinson's, o^i'.nions respecting tiie attack , 364—5.

, major-general Morgan*s, on the figlit bank of the same river. Vol. II. 36?. 371. As.
saultcd and carried, 385—6.

Little Belt, U.S. schooner, her destruction. Vol. II. 98. ^

Lockycr, captain, H. N. departs in boats to attack five American gun-boats. Vol. II, 349. Hia
official account of tlicir capture, 350. 5C3.

Logan, the Indian chief, his alliance with the United States, Vol.1. 180.

London editors, their premature rejoicings, Vol. II. 937. Ttie^r erroneous statenients respecting
the proceedinijs at Washington, 394. 30,i.

Long point, Americuti expedition against. Vol. II. |C9— 19.

Loss, Britisliand American, at Brown's-town, Vol. I. 65. At Queen's-town, 07. At forts George
and Newark, 108. Near to Fort Erie, 117.390. Ogdensburg, 139.396. At York, 146—7.
398. 403. 406. At French-town, 185. At the river Kaisin, 190. 490. 433. At Fort-Meigs.

' sou— I. 430. At Stoney-creek, 3U7. 434. At Black Rock, 93U—30. 443. In capturing the
Growler and Eagle on Lake Champlain, 940. 447. At Goose-creek, 951. At Fort-Steuhenson,
860—7* At the Thames, U. C. 28i—3. At Chateaugay, 319. 464. At Hoop-pole creek,
SSI—9. At Chrystlers, 339—3. 469. 475. At Foit Niagara, VoU II. 14^5.398. At Blacic

Rock and Buifalue, 93. 403-4. At Havre de-Grace, 36. 405. At tieorge^town, 48. 411. At
' Craney-island, 61.414—15. At Hampton, 65. 4

1 7. At the Twenty-mile creek, 77.418. At
La Colle mill, 90. 429. At Oswego, 105. 447. 449. At Strcet's-creek, 194—5. 434—6. At
lAindy'S'lane, 147—8.441—e. 448. At Black Hock, 164. At Fort-Erie, 177. 454—5. la cap-
turing U. S. schooners, Somers and Ohio, 449. At Micbilimacmac, 195. In capturing the
ii. S. schooners. Tigress and Scorpion, 198. 461. At Plattsburg, u93—4. 464. At the sortie

, from Fort-Brie, 994. 471. At Lyon's-cre«k, 939. At Bladensburg, 990. 4g9. At Moor's-fields,
309. At Baltimore. 391. 396. 519. Up St. Mary's river, 336. At tlie bombardment of Fort«

flowyer, 344. At the capture of tlie gun.boats near Lake-Borgne, 350. 595. At the several at-

acks near New Orleapt, 98S. 5S8—3. 535. 540. 549—9. »54r-7> At the surren(lPT o( fprt*
^wyer, 391. 579.,
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LouiiiaiM ttate, lU conquest early submitted to the Britiih government, Vol.11. U9. Bx«
pected aid fmm lu inhabitants, «40. lu rich cotton crop*, ib. Addrcu to the inhabltMU of.

by British officers, 341. Defensive preparations by the governor of,94Q. lufironlien described,

346—7. lu evacuation by the British, 387.

. I ,11 U.S. siiip, her armament md crew. Vol. If. 968. Joins the Carolina schooner, 969.

Opens upon the BiitUh troops, ib. Ought to have been fired upon immediately, ib. Towed
away alter the Carol w's explosion, ib. Ill effecUof her escape, 968. _,

Immt Camula, inhabitanU of, their patriotic behaviour, Vol. I. 308—19. 9M, 34>» i

/.MMfyVteiif, battle of. Vol. II. 14«—59.436—46.

^yM'screeJIr, skirmish at, Vol. II. «38.

M. '' '

MaedenneU. major, his mission to Ogdensburg, u a fag of truce. Vol. I. 135. Treatment he
experienced. Id. Succeeds to the command at Prescott, ib. Is denied permission to attack
Ogdensburg, but gets leave to make a demonstration «pon the ice, i36. Collects his force and
croaaes tne St. Lawrence, 137. Is fired upon from Ogdensburg, 138. His capture of Og-
densburg, and eleven pieces of cannon, 139. His official letter to sir Oeorge Prevost, 393.

Alteration made in it, 140. (Lieutenant-colonel.) Commands a force near Chateaugay, 307.

Practises a successful mie de gatrre upon general Hampton, 310.

Jdaakmough, commodore, his cautious behaviour, Vol. I. «46—7. Hears of the departure of
captain Everard from Lake.Champlam, and then sails out, 948. His boastful letter, 450.

Launches his ships at Vergennei, Vol. II. 96. His designation of two cutters, 359.

Mif^rUme, Mr. John, Kleaaed from American imprisonment. Vol. II. 18.

3facfc«dic.rteer, proceedings at. Vol. II. 865.

Maecmh, colonel, U. 8. army, advances to the attacV of Matilda, Vol. I. 318—19. His curioiM
account, as contrasted witb capuin Biddle*s, ib. .M^ior.ceneral.) Retires before sir Oeorgt!
Prevost, Vol. il. 907. Crosses the Saranac. and fortifies his position, 909. His state of des-
pair, 916. Sudden exult.ition, ib. His official letter, 930—4. 465.

Afocnie** house, gallant affair at. Vol. II. 74.

Moduon. Mr. his war-manifesto. Vol. I. 9—15, Reply to it, 16—40. His profitable versatility,

44. Charges the British with what he himself openly practices, 180. His ludicrous boast of
having the. command of Lake-Huron, Vol. II. 199. Was on the field at Bladensburg, 985.
His narrow escape, «9l. Flight, ib. Designation by an American general, ib. His procla-
mation, 303. 5ati.

Maguaga, skirmish at. Vol. I. 64—7.

^ancAejter, American village of, shares the fate of Newark, Vol, II. 19.

Afanifesto, Mr. Madison's, Vol.1. 9— 15.

., the piince regent's. Vol. I. 16. Compared with Mr. Madison's, 41.

Manners, captain, exchanges parole with an American captain, while both lie wounded on the
field At Sioney crctk. Vol. I. 908. American misreprosentation corrected, ib.

Marlborough, Loweraiid Upper, proceedings at. Vol. II. 959. 979.

Afarqae and rr/>rua/, American letters of, Vol.1. 15.——— , British ditto. Vol. I. 16. ^-

Mayeaux, Serjeant, his heroic behaviour, and dastardly murder, Vol. II. 955—9.

M 'Arthur, general, U. S. army. Ills ' miraculous' escape. Vol. I. 61. His disgraceful proceed-
ings in the western district or Upper Canada, Vol. 11.941—3.

M'Chtre, major-eeneral, U. S. militia, marches from Fort George, as if in pursuit of general
Vincent, Vol. II. 3. Retreats to Fort-George before colonel Murray, 7. Gives half an hour's
notice to the inhabitants of Newark, and tlien sets tire to their town, 8, 9. Abandon's Fort-
George and retreats across the river, 1 1 . Orders the commandant at Fort-Niagara to prepare
for an attack, 16. 398. 400. is justly charged by his countrymen a* the cause of the desola-
tion of their villages, 96.

M'Culloch, captain, U. S. Army, his letter to bis wife, Vol. I. 03.

4tf'J>oi|ga<, major, his evidenceat colonel Mullins's court-martial. Vol. II. 377.

M'Douall, lieutenant-colonel, his boisterous passage across Lake-Huron, Vol. II. I86—7. Ar-
rives at Michiliipacinac, lb. DeUches a force against Prairie du Ciiien, ib. His gallant
defence of Michilimacinac, 193. Official account of the repulse of the Americans, 458.
Gross libel upon him refuted, 301-9.

M 'Kay, li<-utenant-coionel, of the Michigan fencibles, departs for, and attacks and carries, th
furt of Prairie du Chien, on the Mississippi, Vol. 11. 187—90. His official account of the en-
terprise, 456.

M'Micking, Mr. Peter, released from American imprisonment. Vol. II. I8.

M'Pherson, lieuteuant-colonel, U.S. army, his opinion of the conduct of the British at L
Collemill, Vol. If. 87.

M' Queen, Serjeant, of the Canadian militia, his gallantry. Vol. II. 74.

^nfcaff, lieutenant, of the Canadian militia, his enterprising spirit, and gallant captuie of a
body of American regulars, Vol. II. 73—4.

^eign, fort, its construction. Vol. 1. 194. Strength, lOfi. Attack upon, by colonel Proctor, ib
Sortie from the garrison, 1 99. Repulse of the Americans, 900. Reinforcement to the garri-
son, 197. The latter storm and carry the British batteries, 198. Batteries retaken, ib. Cap-
ture or destruction of nearly the whole American storming party, ib.4i8.

Mftnotrs, WilkinbOii's, extrucU from, Vol.1. 80. 85. 86. 87. 00. 99. 133. 153. 170. 171. 179
233—6. 859. 955 9S7-9. SOa—I. 315. 318—99. 39«-8. 939. 335. 338. 349. 346—7. 350. Vol. II.
.1«. 69.78. 79. 83. 85—9. 91. 94. 109. 105. 108. 114. 117. 191—3. 196. 187. 131-9. 140. 144. 148
150.156-7. 159.978-81.983.986.990. 903—5.303.949.960.385.389.399. ^. "•.

Meiehandite, admitted by the Americans to be 'good prize,' V«I, II. ips. 933.
4/ja7Mt river, its situation, Vol. I. 50. St« Meigi>
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AficAifM, lake, iu litualion and extent. Vol. 1. 4S.

I territory, surrender of the, to the Britkcli, Vol. 1. 70. SM. First Americta attempt at,

1 70. li recovered by mi^or.general Proctor's defeat, 98ft.

Michilimacinac, Island of, its situation, Vol. I. 47.

., fort, Its situation. Vol. 1. 48.
' Its capture, sfl. 9S3—ft. Mediuted recovery.

Vol. II. 18ft. lu garrison reinforced, ih7. Attack upon it by the Americans, 103. Thcirre-
pulse, igft—6. 498. Restored by the treaty of peace, 309.

MiUi, captain, U. S. army, exchanges parole witli capuin Manners, Vol. 1. 808. Is sent to the
American lines by a flag of truce, lb.

Mohavik Indians, their faithfulness, Vol. 1. <tK.

Momtreal, in Lower Canada, expedition against determined upon, Vol. I. 8S».

«, strength of the city. Vol. I. 304. -
,

,

Uoof$-ficldg, skirmish at. Vol. 1 1 . 308.

Moo»e-UUind, its capture, Vol. 1 1 . Mft—tf. 478—S.

Moratnm village, its situation, Vol. 1. 984. Destruction by general Harrison, ib. See Thamci.

Morgan, major-general his linesatNew-Orleans, Vol. II. 367. 371. Isdrivenfrom them, 38ft— 7.

ft47. Ai8—69.
Morriton, lieutenant-colonel, proceeds from Kingston down the St. Lawrence, to annoy gene-

ral Wilkinson's rear, Vol.1. 389. Lauds nt Poiiit.lroqiinis, 394. His exact force, 346'
Draws up his small army near Chrystler's farm, 338 Is attacked by general Boyd, 399.
Defeats him, notwithstanding his great superiority of numbers, in a masterly style, 99!)—3D.
His official account, 4ti7—7U. Proceeds further down the river, 3S!>. Arrives at Cornwall,
940, Detaches a torce tu Hamilton and Ogdensburg, 340—1.46ft.

Afttir, major, his imprisonment along with convicts in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. 1. 990. 463.

Mulcatter, captain, R. N. his passage down the St. Lawrence from Kingston, Vol. I. 3iS. Ar-
rives at Fort.Wellington, 394. Lands troops at Point- li'oqu> 'is, ib. Cannonades the armed
gun-boats, 39ft.

Mulling, lieutenant colonel, of the 44th regiment, his fatal misunderstanding respecting the
facine* and ladders. Vol. II. 37ft. His reported neglect, ib. Extracts from the court-martial
upon him, S7ii—9.

Aftmro, Mr. approves of the burning of Newark, Vol. II. II. His convenient designation «f
the inhabitants of Havrc-de-Grace, 49. ftOft. Clumsy excuse for the burning of St. Davjd's,
136. His reply to Admiral Cochrane's letter, 309-9. MM.

Murray, colonel, emb. •'rsat Isle-aux-Noix, and lands at Plattsburg, Vol. I. 949. Destroys tho
arsenal and barracks up the river Saranac, ib. Re-embarks, bringing away a quantity of naval
stores, S49. 448. Marches against general M'Clure, Vol. II. 7- Enters Fort-Ueorge, 11. 996.
Crosses to the attack of Fort-Niagara, 19. Storms and carries tlie fort in a few minutes,
14—18.396—8.

, sir George, his arrival in the Caiiadas. Vol. II. 993. Immediate return on account of
the peace, ib.

N. .X

National Intelligeneer, extracts from. Vol. II. 108. 97I. 996. 339.

Native, and adopted American officer, their letters compared, Vol. II. 961.

Kaval Monument, an American publication, extracts from. Vol. I. 949. Vol, II. &3. 940.

Occurrencef, James's, referred to. Vol. I. 199. 174. 9()9. 931. 94J-'t. 947. 9a3. 960.

871—4. Vol.11. 93. 39. ft6. 97. 101. 109. 193. 131. 167. ISO. 900. 911. 990. 996. 947. 2ftO.

876—7.309.353.
." Hittory qf the United States, extracU from. Vol. I. 947—9. Vol. II. 93. 3)3.

Negroes, in the Chesapeake, mistatements respecting. Vol. II. 968—71. 333.

Newark, village of, its situation and size, Vol. I. ft9. Injury received by shot from Fort-

Niagara, 108. Entered by the Americans, Ift9. Burnt by the Americans, Vol. II. 8—11.

JVeto Orleans, city of, its richness. Vol. II. 940. Menaced with an attack, ib. Its line of
maritime invasion, 946. its extent and population, 947- Defensive preparations at, 34ft,

Consternation of the inhabitants at the loss of the gun-boats, 3ft4. Placed under martial

law, ib. Description of the surrounding country, 3ftft—7.

New York, plan of the city described. Vol. II. 909.

JViag^oro^ river, its situation. Vol. I. iO—ftS.

. falls, their height. Vol. I. ftl.

— fort, its situation and strength. Vol. I. 53. Vol. II. It. Cannonade between it and
Fort-George, Vol. I. 109. 106. Bombards Fort-George, 159. Is stormed, and carried by
colonel Murray, Vol. II. 13— 18. 306. 4U0. Its recovery contemplated, 78. Restored at the
peace, 393.

frontier, British, its regular force in September, 1819, Vol. 1. 80.

', American, alarm caused by its exposed state in December, 1813, Vol. I.

19.

Nichol, lieutenant-colonel, of the U. C. militia, his dwelling-house, distillery, and other

buildiniis, destroyed by the Americans, Vol.11. 109—19. Points out a route for the carriage

of captain I)obt>s's boat to Lake Erie, I67.

Nominy ferry, proceedings at. Vol. II. 963.

Norfolk Herald, newspaper, curious extract from the, Vol. II. 969.

North, U. .S. army of the, its stiuionand strength in 1819, Vol. I. 198. Advances towards the

boundary line, 199. Retreat into winter-quarters, 130. Re-advance in October, 1813, tojoin

general Wilkinson, 30». lu strength, ib. Atucks a small British iorce at Chateaugay,

and is driven back to Four Comers, S0fr>l7. Ketreau to Pkvtuburfi, ib. Advance uitdf?
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tericu attempt at.

tOS. It Mnt to the

ffneral wnkinion, Vol. II. HI. It Kpnlted at La Colk mtll, Sft-Ot. RetrcaU to Cham,
plain, ea. Principal wart eanriad to Sackctfa Harbor by feneral laatdt •()•. Banaindcr,
under m^or^icMial Haoomb, ratireato Platuburg, ten. lu txtraordinary food fortune,

yortk-mnt, U. >. army of the, its ftrit proceedip^t, Vol. I. sa. Surrender to the BritUh,
7u. Reoawal, 178. itt diviiion into two wingi, I70> Ptoccedlngt againit the Indlant, lat.

Number of tomahawks supplied to it, ISS. It* great augmentation, 903. 978. Land* at

AmiMfBtburg, «79. lu strength, 974. Dcfeau the Briti*h right-divi*ioD, 981—«. I* di*-

membered, 90^.

jybrtM, the ' Indian chief,* a Scotchman, Vol. II. 10.

rtnra on account of

iber, I81S, Vol. I.

O. "

Ocraeoke harbor, proceeding* of the British at. Vol. II. e»—71.
Vfficert, Britich, their Imprisonment among convict*. Vol. 1.998—0. 401.

Vgdeiuburg, an American village, its *ituation and *ize, Vol. I. 194. Unsuccc**ful attacli

upon by colonel Lethbridge, 198. Attaclied and carried by m^jur Macdonnell, IJ7—4a
Entered again by the British, 341.

OgiMe, major, hi* gallant behaviour at Fort*George, Vol. I. Ml, Ditto, at Stoncy creek,
900.

Ohio, U. 8. schooner, her capture, Vol.11. 107.440.

O'Neill, Mr. uken at Havre de Grace, hi* contemptible behaviour, Vol. II. 4>. Ludicrou*
threat reapecting his detention, 40.

Ontario, lake, iu tituatiun and ejctent, Vol. I. i3. Operation* on in I8I3, 959.

Order* in council, their reyocation, Vol.1. 16.

Onotgo, fort and river, their description. Vol. II. 90. Attack upon the fort, 100—8. 499—S«.
O'te)* creek, L^ke Champlain, un*uccet*ful attack upon, Vol. II. 00—7. IU conaequence* of
with-holding troops Iroui, 07.

Orerton, m^jor, U. 8. army, his official account of the bombardment of Fort St. Philip, Vol,
11. Ati8.

P.

^RtMif, an American, of the Plattsburg battle. Vol. 11. 9M.
Pakenham, major-general, his arrival on the left bank of the Mississippi, Vol. IT. 303.
Amount of Ins force, ib. Determines to attack the American line* in front, ib. Make* an
uniucce**ful demnnstration, S6R—9. 1* cannonaded by commodore Patteraon'* gun* on
tlie right bank, si>9. Keceives a reinforcement, 371. Hi* ei^act force, S73. AttempU to
carrjrgeneralJackgoii's lines, .<*74. His d^atb, 37fi—8. Exact spot where he fell, 978. The
cltielcauseof it, 37i>. His good moral character, 3go.

Palace, the president's, at Washington, a guard of soldier* stationed at, Vol. II. 904. Jtbttu
doned, ib. Its destruction justitied, 99:1. 304.

Parker, captain, H.N., his gallantry and death. Vol. II. 908—0. * ,„ ,t . t

furliamtntary proceedings, extract* from. Vol. I1.90!>.

Parole, form of one, Vol. 1.334. Duties imposed by, 335. How considered by the Americai)
governmeiit, 834— j.

- and countersign, none used at New Orleaiis, Vol. II. 900.

Paroling the Canadians, American method of, Vui. 1. 160.

Party-ipirit, its occasional use. Vol. I. 189. Its height in America, Vol. II.

Patent-office, at Vl^a*hington, not destroyed. Vol. II. 304.

Patterion, commodore, orders out his gun-1)oats to defend the passes into Lake Borgne, Vol.
1 1 . 947. Sends a purser and doctor to pump admiral Cochrane, 354. H is official account* of
the co-operation of his ship and schooner, 536. 530. 541. Constructs a battery on the
opposite bank, andfiresupon the British, 369—70. His official account of colonel Thornton's
exploit on the right bank of the M ississippi, ^iiO.

Peace, treaty of, Vol. II. 575. Some remarks upon it, 393.

Pensacula, taken possession of by the U.S. troops. Vol. 11. 345.

Percy, W. H. captain, K.N. ' is attack upon, and repttlse at Fort-Bowyer, Vol. II. 343—6.

Perry, commodore, his appearance on Lake Erie, Vol. 1.960. Defeat of the British flotilla.

371. Effects of his victory on the rival armies, 971—9. Accompanies migor-g?neral
Harrison up the Thames, 376.

Petite-Coquille fort, British deceived as to its defences, Vol. II. 358. Real strength known, 364.

Philadelphia Gazette, extract from, Vol. II. 44.

philliptbwg, |jower Canada, incursions into by the Americans, Vol. 11-81.

Pike, lieutenant-colonel, U. S. army, is detached against a British piquet, Vol. I. 199. His
men wound each other, 130. Returns uitsuccesslul, ib. ' (Major-general.) His action at
York, 143. His death by an explosion, 145.—— , U. 8. ship, *et on fire by the An^ericans at Sackett's Harbor, Vol. I. 170. Fire extin-
guished, 173. Her appearance on the lake, 930.

PUkingion, lieutenant.colonel, hb pfficial account of the capture of Moose island, Vol. II.
473-3. f - »

Platttbwg, village of, entered by colonel Murray, Vol. fl. 949. Its situation and siiK^'9.
7—38.«»1—9. ADetail* of the uu*ucce**ful expedition against, 907-

Plewlerleath, lieutenant-colonel, his gallant conduct at Stoney creek. Vol. I, 300.
ler's, 468. Did not report hi* wound, ;i33.

fpckeubtmtlkercki^, convtr^ed into ft «taud of colpur*, Vol. 1. 106.

At Cbry^.
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J%lM.|i(«r« fort, hiMmith, Vel. II. SS4. nkm poMtMlon of by Um BrIUih, ib.

Porttr, BM^or^gmtnl, U. 8. mlKtla, hb mMrm to bU coHBtryncB, V«U 1. 100.

P»rUmmtk, N. Carolina, britUh land there, Vol. 11. 70. Quiet bchavlottf oftht InhaUtaatt,
71—t.

Port-*ralhott &0 heads of familiM robbed and rained at, by n detachment of Anwricani, Vol.
II. 181—a.

PomlmmU Philadelphia paper, extract flrom, Vol. II. 90S.

Prairie du Chicn, fort, attaclced and carried by a detachment from Michilimacinac, Vol. 11,

im—tO.ibd—B.
/*rejcotli or Fort-IVellinglon, itt tituationi Vol.1. 130. Stale of defence in October, iflit,

197. Fruitless cannonade against Ogdensburg, ib. Its fortificaiioni described by an Ame>
ricanofticer, 34g. .'- 'ended expedition against, 348—D.

JVetMraCs sp«-ech. exi.'nas from. Vol. II. I09.

PresQ* tfle liarbor, ita situation, Vol. 1.40. Ill effect* of not deitroyiag the American fleet at

anchor there, Q86.

i'rcwMt, sir George, his omission to send notice of the war, Vol. I. 08. His first impolitic
armistice, 78. Ill effects of his drreiiFive measure., 83. Arrives at Ogdensburg, 13).

Verbally refuses to allow major Macdonnkll to attack Ogdensburg, 136. Consents tn a deroon-
stratinn, ib. Writes an order against tlu- attack, 1 40. His private letter to major Macdonnell
after the attack bad been made, 14I. Embarks at Kingston for the attack of Sackett's
Harbor, IGS. Proceeds off the port, ib. Is induceti to rttnm, ib. Stands back for that

- purpose, ib. Id invited from the shore to savea party of American dragoons from the fury
of Indians, ifiO. Stands in again for thutpurpotn, and brings off 70 prisoners, ib. Uisolvrs
to make tlic attack, ib. Loses the benefit of the wind, ib. Lands with the troops, 169.

Experiences little opposition, ib. Compels the enemy tn set fire to his ship* and naval
•tores, 170. Orders a retreat, 171. Kejects the ofTers of major Drumraend, ib. Returns
to Kingston, 173. Remarks upon hU prnceedingj, 173—7. Make* a demonstration upon

'. Fort-ucorge, SM. His official account of major-general Proctor's defeat, 451. Passes a
severe censure upon the right-division, 983. His previous neglect of it, ib. Arrives at
riiatraugny at the close of the battle, "Iti. Writes the ofncialaccount, 310.469. Orders
the evacuation of all the British ports beyond Kingston, Vol. II. 4. His intercepted
letters to general Drummond, 180. Ui'approves of night-attacks, ib. Hints at the
Insufficiency of tite scaling-ladders, and at the men being deprived of their flints, isi. Pro-
poses another armistice, 189. Commences his march for Plattsburg, 907. Enters an
American abandoned camp, ib. Arrives at Plattsburg, «08. Calls for the fleet to co-operate,

.'tio. Remarks of ' Veritas ' on sir Oeorgc's proceedings, 911—90. Sets off for Hontreal,
MS. His official account, 461.

Prkktt, 'known to be friendly to the war,' their use in the United States, Vol. Ii iM.igi.

Prinmen, American, plan adopted by the British to protect them from Indian fury, 980.

, British, most inhuman treatment of, by the American major Chapin, 997. March
into the interior, and imprisonment of, among convicts, 9f8—9. 401. Confinement of

- Canadian inhabiunts as. in Fon*Niagara, Vol. II. 18. An exchange for all agreed upon,
183. Its shameful violation, 183—4.

Proclamation, general Hull's, Vol. I. 68.350. . . >—— Brock's, ditto, 08.70. 358. 308« • ,

. Smyth's, ditto, \00. 301. ,

'

Wilkinson's, ditto, 317. 400.

Prottor, colonel, comiuanding the British right-division, is ordered by sir George Prevost
to refrain from acting, Vol. I. 181. Its ill effects on our Indian allies, ib. His advance to
Brownstawn, and atuck uf general Winchester, 187. His defeat and capture of the latter

andhisarmy, 188—04. His official letter, 418. His retiirn to Sandwich, to await reinforce*

ments, 104. Proceeds to attack major-general Harrison, at Fort-Meigs, 19s. Erects
batteries, and opens an ineflflectual Are upon the fort, 197. His batteries are stormed, but

'1 retaken, 1O8—90i. He retires to Sandwich, 901. His official letter, 494. Is reinforced,

403. Advances to the attack of Fort. Stephenson, 964. Fails in an attempt to storm tlie

' fort, 905—7. Returns to Sandwich, ib. Is reinforced, 900. Sends a detachment on board
captdn Barclay's fleet, 970. RetreaU after the Utter's capture, 974. Is abandoned by the
Indians, 975. Draws up his force near the Moravian village, 97H. Is defeated by geneml
Harristm, 981. Escapes to Ancaster with a small part of his army, 984—5. Sir George
Prevost's account of his defeat, 451.

Proceedings of congress, extractfrom. Vol. 11.95.

PttMic MUiMg*, at Washington, misstatemenu respecting tlieir destruction, corrected. Vol.

1 1 . 993-7 809—0. Their value, 907. 503

.

Pardy, colonel, U. S. army, his operations at Chateaugay, V9I, 1. 308. His opinion of general
Hampton, 314. Want of promptitude, 315.

PvH-in-Ba^, its situation. Vol. 1.40.

PatnuiM, major, U. S. army, his letter, surrendering Moose island, Vol. II. 474.

Q»artxrl$ Review, reference to Vol. II. 10.

Quebtt joumiditU, their indiscreet impatience. Vol. II. 990—7.

Queenitown, village of, its situation, and size. Vol. I. »i. Plan of attack against, 83. Force

at, in October, 1819, 87. Attack upon by the Americans, 88. Ueuils of the battle at, 89

—tea. Force of the invading army, 00. lU surrender, 9&. British official account, 376.

American ditto, 379. 3u4.

R.

Rtiuin, river, itssitnation. Vol. I. M. Battle of the, 187—94. British official account, 4lf«

490. American ditto, 499. 49*. American calttmniw againtt the Britiilirerutedt i(>i-.4.
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ichUimacinac, Vol. 11,
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Kanthamutk t\nt, exploit in the, Vol. II. sg.

Au«w dtKribcdt Vol. II. U9. AntrkanmUukeKipcctlBgtlwni, lb.
'

Jtfot, llcattmati U. S. amy, bU readinus tobKak hi* parole. Vol. 1. Ml*
X*gulur force. Brttiah, In the Canadat, at the ><M of the war, ita anwunt aad WMUUtl «ii«*

tribiitUNi, Vol. l.ftt. Betpectpaidtolt, 139.

JZcmir, colonel, his intrepid behaviour an<i death. Vol. If. 381.

Xtfltm, North-American, extract* from, Vol. II. 9S. 4i—9. M.
lUgnotdi, mi^or, U. C. militia, his gallant behaviour at Frenchtown, Vol. 1. 185.

MiaUt m^or>general, arrives from England, and joins the centre'division, atSt. DaTid*e, Vol.
II. 19. Crosae* to Lewistown, is. Order* it to be destroyed in retaliation for the burning
of Nevaric, I9. Proceed* to, and destroy* FortSchloster, ib. Return* to Queenstown, lb.

Bc-cfMse* to Blacic Rock, so. Attacks and defeat* the American* there aniTat Buifaloe, 91
—9i. 400—3. Destroy* the two village*, ii. 40ft—4. Evacuate* the American territory, «».
1* attacked and repuUed by major-general Brown, ISO—8. Retreat* to Chippewuy, )fl4.

Thence to Fort-Oeorge, I9». Proceed* t« Burlington Heights, in hi* way to which ht to

reinforced, 13«. I* *uper*eded in the commtind by general Drummond, 149. I* wounded
and made pri*oner, 140.

RUkeHeu river, iu *ituation and extent. Vol. I.S38.

Rijfkt-dieititm of the Briti*b CAnariian army, its early proceeding* detailed. Vol. I. it d».

Captnrea Detroit, and the flrst American north-west, rn army, (<d—74. Attacks and capture*
the left wing of the second, isti— 104. Attack* the riKiit wing in Fort-Meig*, ig&—Ml.
Betire* flrom the *iege, soi. 1* ruiiiforred, tt63. Fails in an attack upon Fort-Stephen*on.
MS—7. I* further reinforced, S(i9. Straitened for provisions, ib. Detachment sent on boara
captain Barclay'* fleet, Q70. Sad effect* of the lost nf that fleet, 271. Severe privation*
under which the right-division labored, 471—<• Abandons Amhorstburg, Q74. Retreat*
towards the Thames, pursued by general Harrison, S7i. Is deserted by the principal part of
the Indians, ib. Drawn up near the Moravian village, 37ti. Surreiidor« after a illght
re*i*taiice, 088. 4»i. 1* censured iiy the commander-iii-chief, '2»3. Its name given to the
late centre-divUion, Vol. II. 4S4.

JUptep, mi^ior-general, U. 8. army, reconnoitres the Dritish after the battle of Lundy** lane*
Vol. II. ift8. Retreau to Fort-Erie, ib. Enlarges and strengthens that fort, i<||. la
relieved by general Gaines, 164.

Jtoiertf, capuin, his capture of Fort-Mlchilimacinac, Vol. I.»6. HI* official letter, SM.
Roman valor, not equal to American, Vol. II. 95. Want of it at Bladeiuburg, Ml.
Ron, major-general, arrives in the Che*apeake, Vol. II. S7S. Land* to reconnoltia^ ibi.

Determine*, upon rear-admiral Cuckburn'* *ugge*tion, to attack Washington, 978. Bn«
camp* hi* army at Upper Marlborough, 973. I* joined by rear-admiral Cockburn, Ml.
Advance* toward* Wa*liington, 988. Arrive* at Bladen*bttrg, Ib. Hi* official acooont of
that battle, 490. Is near taking the president of the U. S. 901. Advance* to Waibhigton,
MS. Ha* hi* hone shot under htm, ib. Enter* the city, 904. Deparu from it, 300. Linda
at North point, 313. Advance* to reconnoitre, 914. I* *kirml*hedwith, 3i». Retnrnafor
a reinforcement, Ib. 1* *hot on his way, ib. His affecting end, »09. 614. S 17. Efflect of hia
deathupon the expedition, 316. His character, 949—31.

R<mmd-head, tlie Indian chief, his capture of the American general Wiuchcttert Vol. I. IM.
Safe delivery of hi* pri*oner to colonel Proctor, ib.

J?oa*e'« point, projected battery at. Vol. I. 998. • .

Aoyal George, *hlp, attack upon the. Vol. 1. 198.
-
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Sack«tt'$ Harhor, village of, lu *ltuation, Vol. I. M. 167. Slie.and the atrength of lu defence*,
107. Attack upon, by air George Prevost, 1S8. Its weak resUtance, 169—74. Extraordinary
retreat from, 171. 419. Br!ti*h lo*s at, 173. 417. American ditto, 179. Imporunceof that
•tation to the British, 174. American remarks upon the subject, 176. Ill effect* of not
holding the poet, 986. Defenceless state in January, 1814, Vol. II. gs.

Sammnmh, Id Qeorgla, described. Vol. II. 330. Mediuted expedition agaiiut, lb. How defeat-
ed, 337.

SomftncA, village of, Its situation, Vol. I. 48. - <-^- - n :i

Smbukfi, river, ditto, ditto, 60.

Sannac, river, on Lake Champlain, ascended by colonel Murray, and American arsenal and
barrack* there lituated, destroyed, Vol. I. 249. Proceediugs there by sir George Prevost.
Vol. 11.909—97.

.Scnitn; tadder$, their ehortness, one cause of the failure in the assault of Fort-Erie, Vol. II. I450.

178. 181. Neglected to be placed at the attack of New Orleans, Vol. II. 376. Made of ripe
canes, 383.

Seaitt, first that was taken in the war. Vol. I. 69. American r.-ward offered for taking, 183.
Mode of extracting it, 893.

Schlatter, fort, captured. Vol. I. 60. Surprised by colonel Clarke, 919.

Scott, lieutenant-colonel. United States* army, his attack upon York, Vol. 1. 938—3. la
charged with a breach of his parole, 931. 444. His excuse, 936.

Smtiae/, British, anecdote of one at Washington, Vol. II. 296.

Sheaffe, miyor-Reneral, his arrival at Queenstown, Vol. I. 94. Official account of the battle,
376. ImpelitTc armistice, lOO. Lenity tn the Americans, 101. His action at York, 143. He>
treat towards Kingston, 146. Account of the capture of York, 397.

Sherbrooke, sir John C. hi* official account of the proctfcdings up the Penobscot, Vol. II. 476.

StueUt, Mr. purser. United States* navy, his trick upon the British commanders at N6w Or*
lean*, Vol. If. 360.

JShQrt, lieutenant-colonel, his gallant behaviour, and death, Vol. I. 9S6.
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SMI*, imaral. United SUtes* army, hU oflcial acaamt of the battle of Baltimore, Vol. II.

SlO. t0l.

5mf(A, general, United States* army,Ma appointment to the command of the American army
or the centre. Vol. 1. 107. Cunnlni way of lirlni notice of the tarminatinn of general ShrafTe's

armistice, lb. I'roclamation for volunteers, too. 991. Amoant of his force, lOQ. H'm pre-

parations for the second invasion, lb. Crosses over tlie advanced divlsio- iin. Htrength nf

the latter. III. Progress on the Canadian shore, 110—14. Fhilt In •its px|n-ci)tinn, ii<.

Sends a summonb to rort-Brle, I IS. 909. The answer he obtained, iro. S0g. Inirnds a frrnlt

attack, 119. Trifles with bis troops, ib. Abandons the tnvMion, ib. Hie ivasuns, ib. Beha-
viour of the troops, ib. Nick-name given to him, 100.

SoUieri in citizens* dresses, remarks upon, Vol. II. M.
SoMert, United SUtes* schooner, her capture. Vol. II. IA7. 440w

Sperueie island, proceedings of the British at, Vol. II. 94.

State paper, American, Vol. I. 190.

St. Clair, lake, its situation tnd extent, Vol. I. 48.

-, river, its situation and extent, Ib.

St. David's, village of, its situation. Vol. I. S0. Burnt by the Americans, Vol. II. H4— S.

Stepheiuon, or Sandusky, furt, its construction, Vol. I. 194.009. Unsuccessful astaoll up<in,

0fl.N—7.

Stfirart, general. United Slates* mllilla, his shameAil beliavlour to a British serieant of marinei,
Vnl. II.45S.

St, George, colonel, hit capture of the Chicago packet. Vol. f . 59.

St. Joku\ Lower Canada, its situation. Vol. I. 099.

St. JotephU, island of, captured, Vol. 1. 47. SbamcAil proceedings of the Americans at.Vol. II.
191—9;

St. Lttwretice, river, when open for navigation, Vol. I. 199.

St. Mary'i, river of, in Upper Canada, its shualion. Vol. 1 , 47.

" , in Georgia, iu situation. Vol. II. 39S. Expedition up, ib.

" town, , captured. Vol. II. 995.

5(o*ie, Mm. her shameful treatment by the Americans, and heroic behaviour, Vol. I. WJ.——, lieutenant-colonel. United States* army, how treated for burning St. David's, Vol. If.
ISS—«.

Stonejr creek, battle of. Vol. 1.004—11.431—4. Mutual lots at, 307. 43-;— }.

St. Philip, fort, nnsucccssful bombardment of, 987. i68.

St. Regit, village of, its situation, Vnl. I. A5.

Street, Mr. Samuel, relea-ed from American imprisonment. Vol. II. IS.

Street'* creek, battle of, Vol. II. I9(>—8. 431—6.

Superior, lake, its situation and extent, Vol. I. 47.

Surveunr, United .'state'*' schooner, her capture. Vol. II. 43.

S'ranton, village of, barracks destroyed at, Vol. I. 743.

Sw\fl, brigadier-general, United States' army, his death. Vol. If. 1:9.

'
'

T.

Tnppahamiock river, entered bv tlie Britiah, Vol. II. 333.

Tarbin, captain. United States' navy, I)i» attack upon the Junon, 54—(5.

Taylor, major, liis capture of the Growler and Eagle cutters. Vol. I. 240—1. 445.

Tecumseh, the Indian Chief, his action at Aux Canards, Vol. T. 61. Advanci-i upon Detroit, fio.

His Adi:lity at Fort-Meigs, SOI. Kills one of his wcirrlors for mas.«ncrlii|; an American pri-
soner, ib. His hrHvery at the battle of the Thames, «««. Is killed by colonel Johnson, 287.
His person and character, ib. Skill as a diplomatist, 98fi. Pl.-iinncps in dress, ih. Tempe-
rance. 9Hp. Warlike qualities, ib. Hatred to the Americans. 9i)0. Their libels upon him,
ib. His forbearance to ill-treat them, ib. Jndffment in the field, 991. Travels, lb. Talents
as a drHft<>man, 399. Modesty, ib. Con))iarfd with hi.'> son. 993 His m^tjestic featnt'^s

after death. 904. His scalp token, and skin flayed, aui. His death not mentioned by
general Hurriiion, 99f>. Probable rea.-^on, ib.

T*amp», river. Upper Canada, its situation. Vol. I. 48. Battle of the, 278—gO. British official

account of the, 4rii. American ditto, 4b3.

ThermopyltB, curiously compared. Vol. 11. 157,

Thompson, Mr. John, released from American imprisonment, Vol. 11. 18.

Tkomton, colonel, leads the left wing at the battle of Rladensbiirg, Vol. II. 986. Drives the
enemy before him. 2S7—9. Lands with the advance at Villert^'s canal. New Orleans, 355.
Oivouacks near tlm banks ot the Missisbippi, 3&8. Crosses the Mississippi, und carries gene-
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M7. Bttam* to Iwte hit wound dre«*«d, leaving lleotenant-colonel Oubbina In charge or
the captc^ad work*. IM. Hit opinion about the poulbklUy of retaining themt sM. »40.
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Tottf, Ikentenant'Colonel, United Stitca' army, hU opinion of the Britlth charges at La Colle

mllUVol. II. M.
IViMwV'.oace, at Waihington, lU dettractlon juttlAed, Vol. II. 304.

Trtpp*, United State*' *loop, her dettractlon, Vol. 11. 04.

Tuektr, lieutenant-colonel. cro**et to LewUtown, Vol. II. I4>. HI* uninccnsful attack upon
Black Bock, ia«-4.

Tarkey-iMar, proceeding* of the Britlah at. Vol. II. SO.

TMMTor*, Indian village. «liare*the fateof Newark, Vol. II. lO.

Tiflden, major *lr John, hi* evidence at colonel Mullln*'* court.mart iai, Vol. II. 97t.

UnderkUl, hif forcible *cl*ure a* a de*erter, and death, Vol. T. 49.

V.

yalor, American. *uperior to Roman. Vol. 1. 85.

Fan iieiuieiaer. general. United State*' army, bUcommandof the American army of the centre,
Vol. I. 00. Intended plan nfinvaiinn, R.'i. Hon defeated, 8>. Croisei the (trait to encam|>
there, 01. Official account of tlie Queenitown battle, 37tf. SecMiion from itie command,
107.

Famam, general, United State** army, hi* letter about the *ortie at Fort- Erie, Vol. II, 93i.

* Feritat,' hi* remark* upon the Platt*burg expedition, Vol. 1 1, flit—90.

FUlagt, what *o named by the-American editor*. Vol. I. IM.
Finemt, major-general, hit defence of Fort-Oeorge, Vol. I. iftS—0. Retreat* to the Beaver dam,

l>0. I* joined by a *m«ll reinforcement, les. D«*iroy* pari of hi* •tore*, ib. Hit want of
ammunition, and retreat to Burlington Height*, 164. Hi* critical dtuation, «05. Aini-ricuii

force *ent anintt him, ib. It* near encampment, ib. Listen* to the tuggcttinn of lieuie-

nant'Colonel Harvey, and pioceeds with a detachment, headed by tliat ofiicer, to storm the

American camp, ao4. Success of the enterpri*e, 904—9. Hi* ofticial Itttcr, 43i. Gives up
tite command of the ceiitre-divi*ion to major-general l)e Rottenburg, «I9. litsuine* it, 8(ii.

Rctreau to Burlington Heiglit*. Vol. 11.9. Heturns to St. David's, and ik sui>erseded by
general Drummond, 13.

Fo]fageur$, Canadian, capture of a party of, by the American*, Vol. 1. 106.
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IfV, American, origip ci' the. Vol. I. I . Declaration of, i5. Time of its nriival at Qtieens-
*t(>wn. MontrenI, and Que1>ec. 55. Also in Engluiid, 15. Early preparation* for, bythe Ame-
can government, !>7.

Iforfrurton, mi^or, hi* impri*onment along with convicts, in Frankfort Penitentiary, Vol. !•

399. 461.

fVarren, admiral, arrives in the Che*aneake, Vol. II. 39. Detaches a force up the>4iappahan*
nock, lb. Orders rear-dmiral Cockbum to the head of the luty, i^. Sends a force against
Craney island and Hampton, »7—I3I. His otticiai letters, 414—«i.

tFiuhingUM city, an attack upon anticipated by the American pnvernment Vol. II. 974.
Army prepared for its defence, ib. Different routes to, 27(). Mlled with lieflle:), 9Hu. Itsi

site and population, 993. Is entered by a small party of British, 9!'3—4. Procet'dint;* there
fully deUiled, 993—306. 409—903. Seei4rmy.

n gazette, extract from. Vol. II. 169.

IVayne fort, its reduction prevented by sir George Prevost, Vol. I. I Si. Is relieved by major*
general Harrison, ib.

ffeitern militia, the American, how equippcil for service. Vol. 1. 183. Their dexterity in the
use of the tomahawk and scalping •knife, ib.

Ifest Florida, secret act of Congre*8 to take possession of, Vol. 11.349.
of by United States' troops, 349.

fFestphall, captain, R.N. is wounded while bearing a flng of truce, Vol. II. 38.

his remaining hand, an American captain of niililia, 38. 4U7.

fFilcocks, colonel, his character. Vol. 1. 358.

Wilkituon, general James, United States' army, appointed to comm:ind the American norlliern
frontier. Vol; I. 955. Directed to attack 'Kingston, ib. Detormiiics, by the advice of' a
council, to attack Montreal, ib. Prepares for the expedition, Bjt>. Arrives at Fort-George,
ib. Depart* for Sackett's Harbor with the chief part of the army of the centre, 8«o.
Corre*ponds with commodore Chiuinccy, 302. Proceed* with the expedition, 303. Issues a
proclamation to the Canadians, 31,7. 4Gd. Detuciies colonel Mat onib to take Fort-Matilda,
316. Calls a council of war, 319. States his own and the enemy's forces, ib. Detaches c<>lo-

nel Bissel to reconnoitre an i.sland, 320. Also major-generals Hoyd and Brown, to protect the
expedition, 991. Complains of being sci.nched,* 395. His various accoontc ofuhe British
force, 395— 6. Sends a reinforcement to general Boyd, 39H. His exaggerated account of co-
lonel Morrison's loss, 333. His inconsisteiicic!;, 334'. 473—6. His designation <.f ' leiiiprity,'

39*. Summons another council, 939. His arrival at hri-nch Milla, ;iiid account ol the expe-
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meastire*, 3-11. Why he did uot lucceed iu the expedition, Mi—i- Projects au cxp.di-
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lyinehttter, m^ior-general, United Staiet* army, taket the command of tho left wing of the
Aaiericaii nofth-wetiern army. Vol, I. its. Uetachet a force aRalntt a few BiUUh and In-
diant, at Prtnchtown, It4. The latter are repulted, i«). Joint with tlie main body, IM.
It attacked at the river Raltin, and defeated by colonel Proctor, It?—94. Hit capture by an
Indhtn Chief, and delWery In tafity to the Briilth Commander, !••.

iyk»dtr, briaadier-general. United StaUt* army, hit capMre by thcBrltlth, Vol. I. «00. Beart
a propoaalfor an armlttlce from ilr George PrevDtt, Vol. II. iM. Agreet with colonel Bayne*
for an exchange of pritonert, ISS. Hit account of the battle of Blaaentburg, MX).

Ifinter, Canadian, of I«I9, lu early tettlng in. Vol. II. 7—•.

Ifuol, capuin. United States* army, hit oScial letter. Vol. I. 3M. Bcmarkt thereon, go.

Worte/ey, lieutenant, R.N. hit escape from Nattawattaga, Vol. II. 197. SaccettAil enttrprlte
agalntt the United Statet* tchooncrt, TIgreii and Scorpion, igT—Ml. 46i.

Wright, Mr. of Maryland, hit compariton between Roman and American valor, Vol. II. 94.

Yto, tlr Jamet Lncat, hit arrival at Klngiton, and Immediate active service. Vol. T. IA4. Sails

out with hit fleet, having on board tlr George Prevott and troopt, for Sackctt't Harbor, I6t.

Arrives oif, and stands in to reconnoitre the port, ib. Embarks the troop* in the boats, lb.

It ordered to re-embark them, and to ttand back for Kingtton, ib. Accidental caute of hit

tetum off Sackett't Harbor, 100. Hit capture of tome American dragoont, ib. Inability to
approach the iliore, owing to a change of wind, Ib. Re-emharkt the troopt in the boatt, Ib.

Landt them, lAR. Had taken on 4>oard thipwrightt to launch the Pike. 174. Rcturnt to
KInplon with the troopt, I7S. Saitt out to co-operate with rai^or-general Vincent, tifi.

Drivet the Americans from their camp at ihe Forty-mile creek, capturing p«rt of their camp*
e<iulpage,9is. Landt a detachment of trooptat the Bi>rty-mllecreek,«i4. Sailt with troop*
to Oiwego, Vol. II. 100. Landt them, 104. Hit official account of the capture of the place,
4M. Ditto of the lott of the Lake Champlaln fleet, 40ft.

'

yeocomjco, river, procecdingt at. Vol. II. 900.

yorfc, dty of. Upper Canada, itt tituation and tiae, Vol. I. 5S. Strength In 1*13, 149. Attack
upon, 143. Explosion at. 14». Capitulation of, 140. 400. British olflcial account of action
at, 397. 400. American ditto, 143. 40a. 404. British and .Mnerican loss at, 140—7. Destruc-
tion ofthe public buildings at, 148. Evacuation of, 149. f<«cond attack upon, 9^9. Defence-
Icat ttate, owing to the militia being ttill under parole, ib. Plunder of the inhabitaiiti, and
departure of the expedition, 939.

YvtmgttomK, American village, dettroyed, Vol. II, lo.

FINIS.

EllBATA.

Vol. I. p. 54, last line, after IT. read III. and IV.
.S03, lait line, debs and III.

344, last 2 from bottom, for 175 reai SM.
Vol. II. 89S, last line, for 4 read 5.

293, line 1, for less read not many more.
S47, — 2, for Lefourche read Lafonrche.

i>rtntc<f 6y Joyce Gold, 103, Shoe Lane, FU»Uttr«et, Lomioa.
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