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Motion negatived on a division......... e cer e,

Dawson Roure SuBsipy—Motion for Return (Mr. Rochester)—Motion agreed

to...... Ceareseetesesratsersristisetaitstanten [N et retenetiesanstetnriestnnnansann

DerarTMENTAL PaAy Lists—Motion for copies (Mr. IRochester)—Motion
amended and agreed to........ eerie searssiesseniieraeeseritasresteneaiaeranarans

ExprovEs or taE Houss—Motion for statements (Mr. Bowell) — Motion
agreed to........... T P PP e

TUESDAY, APRIL 177H.
NeEw WRIT FoR OTTAWA ISSUED..... reeaeaes erearrenenrins et ereee e eerinaaaes

GODERICH HARBOUR WORKS.

Motion for House to go into Committee of Supply (Mr. Cartwright) .... ..

Motion in amendment—

¢ That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the Chair, but that it be resolved, That by a Re-
turn to an Address from the House of the 21st February, 1877, dated the 8th March,
1877 ; for copies of all Orders in Council having reference to the Goderich Har-
bour Works, in 1874, together with a copy of the notice or advertisemwent calling
for tenders for such work, the tenders received in response and Rerorts in relation
thereto, with the contract entered into for the performance of sach work, it
appears :—
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¢ That in all, 16 tenders were sent in for the performance of said work, averaging from
$182,630 to $301,185. The four lowest tenders, being as follows :—

John 8. Telton, Walkerton........ o meesrees senres crearerseneaniennes seree $182,630
George Neilson, Belleville. .. 200,375
W. H. Ellis, TOronto.....ccceceessuerssasinevereas vessne cnnrneense 212,155
Moore, Clendenning & Wilson, Walkerton ...... vernnnas o euersennnns 212,540

“That on the 23rd February, 1874, an Order in Council was passed, setting forth
the fact that 16 tenders had been sent in, and containing as follows :—‘ That W.
H. Ellis, whose tender is third lowest, and when extended is found to amount
$212,155, appears to be in a position to execute the work satisfactorily, and tha:
hig sureties appear to be good and solvent, and recommending that the tender of
Mr. Ellis be accepted, and that for the due fulfillment of his contract satisfactory
security be required on real estate, or by deposit of money, public or municipal se-
curities, or bank stock, to the amount of 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of his con-
tract.

¢ That four days later, on the 27th February, without any information in relation to
the said Ellis having, as appears by the Returu, been furnished to the Department,
a telegram to the following effect, was sent by Mr. Braun, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Public Works to ﬁessrs. Moore, Clendenning & Wilson (—

“*Your tender for Goderich Harbour Works is amongst the lowest ; are you prepared
to deposit 5 per cent. of contract amount, and are both your sureties men of large
means and property,’ to which telegram Moore & Co., on the 28th February, re-
plied as follows :—

‘¢ Prepared to make deposit and go on with Goderich Harbour Works ; can give satis-
faction as to standing of sureties.’

“ That on the 7th March an Order in Council was passed on a memorandum of the
Minister of Public Works of the 5th March, stating:—‘That Mr. Ellis has
left the country, and recommending that the next lowest tender, that of Messrs.
David Moore & Co., whose tender, when extended, amounts to the sum of $212,540,
be accepted.’

‘“That on the 20th March, 1874, a letter was addressed to J. Y. Elwood., Esq., of
Goderich, instructing him to examine titles and state value of property offered by
Messrs. David Moore & Co., as security, and to say what it would bring at Sheriff’s

sale.

““That on the 28th March, the said Elwood reported to the Department of Public
_Wo?;s?, that the property was worth from $5,000 to $5,500, less a mortgage upon
it of $1,400,

‘That by a schedule submitted by other valuators appointed by the Government on
the 11th June, 1874, it appears that properties valued at $11,800, less $3,400, in-
cumbrances, were accepted as security, the security having been fixed by the De-
partment at $7,500, being $3,127 less than 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of the con-

tract.

‘That on the 16th day of February, 1877, after notlce had been given of the intention
to move for the papers, a letter was addressed by Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenuzie,
Minister of Public Works, in answer to enquiry from him, explaining the reason
why the tender of John S. Tolton had not been accepted, the reason being that the
tender of John S. Tolton was at that time looked upon as so low that some trouble
was taken to ascertain whether he was a person acquainted with such work ; but
no information could be obtained about him, and that it would be injudicious to
entrust the execution of such work to him, as it probably would result, not only
in a loss to the Government, but also prove ruinous to the man himself. But there
does not appear to have been any correspondence in relation to the said John S.
Tolton, or any reference to him or to the reason forignoring his tender at the time
the contract was let.

‘“That on the 22nd February, 1877, the Hon. E. Blake addressed a note to the Hon. A.
Mackenzie, requesting that a letter written by him on the 2nd January, 1874, might
be included among the papers, which letter was in the following terms :—

‘¢ ToroxNTO, January 2nd, 1874.

“ ‘My Dear MackENziE,—David Moore, of Walkerton, asks me to inform you that heis
about to tender for the Goderich Works, and I do so accordingly. Itold my friend
Moore that an introduction was unnecessary, as you would let the work fairly with-
out respect of persons.

‘¢ Yours truly,
¢ (Signed), ‘EDWARD DLAKE.

“ That, notwithstanding the statement in the letter of Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie, it
appears from a statement made by an honorable memberin his place in this House,
that the Hon. Minister of Public Works had information connected with the said
John 8. Tolton, the following telegram having been addressed to him by Mr.
David Stirton, at that time a Member of this House :—

E
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ttt GueLpy, January 4th, 1874,

“¢To the Hon. ALexanper Mackexzig, Minister of Public ‘Works, Ottawa :—

‘I understand that John S. Tolton, of Walkerton, has tendered for the Goderich
Harbour Works. Mr. Tolton is a thorough practical, honest and reliable man,
financially able, and accustomed to the construction of Public Works. The securi-
ties named are reliable, sound men.

“(Signed)  ¢D. STIRTON.

“That it appears that the tender of John S.Tolton was improperly ignored, and that
the country has lost thereby the sum of $29,525.

¢That in the opinion of this House, the Government in thus awarding this contract,
are justly censurable for violating the principles of the contract system, and
causing serious 1osy to the country.”’—(HMr. FArrow) ccoes woosscoins ccvrvs venes vone oue

Amendment (Mr. Farrow) negatived on division.  Yeas, 62; Nays, 103.

SUPPLY.—Ix CoMMITTEE,
XII. PuBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS c1veevivveeiieaneroneneen civversennens ernones
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XXI. Ispraxns....... et ereeeiatenneaetreaerana veereeens cereenees
Votes 146 to 158, und 160 {o 167 agreed to.
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Page 267, first column, line 18, for $16,600 read $16.000,000.

Page 494, first column, line 29, for 132 read 13%.

Page 1698, second columu, line 18, after © that ? " insert * Mr. TUPPER.”

Page 351, add to second readings: “Bill (No. 32) respecting La Banque Jacques
Cartier.”

Page 1051, insert first reading of Bill 97.

Page 1164, second column, for Bill “106,” read +103.”

Page 1360, insert Bill 37 withdrawn.
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THE DEBATES

OF THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA

IN THE

FOURTH SESSION OF THE THIRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,
APPOINTED TO MEET FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS 8 FEBRUARY,

1877, IN THE

FORTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 8th Feb., 1877.

The Parliament which had been
prorogued successively from the twelfth
day of April, 1876, and thence from
time to time to the eighth day of
February, 1877, met this day for the
despatch of business.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
three o'clock.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor General, by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod :—

““Mr. SPEAKER,—

*“His Excellency the Governor General
<ommands this Honourable House to attend
immediately in the Chamber of the Senate.”

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
House, went up to attend His Excel-
lency ;

And having returned ;

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House
that he had received from one of the
Judges selected for the trial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to The Dominion
Controverted Elections Act, 1874, a Cer-
tificate relating to the Election for the
Electoral District of the County of
Glengarry.

) |

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House,
that in conformity with the Aect 37
Victoria, Chapter 10, Section 36, he had
issued his Warrant to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery to make out a new
Writ of Election for the said Electoral
District.

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that he had received the
following notifications of vacancies
which had occurred in the reprosenta-
tion, viz:—

Of Tromas ScarcHERD, Esq., Member for
the Electoral District of the North Riding of
the County of Middlesex, by decease; Of
Davip Stirtox, Esq., Member for the El.e-
toral District of the South Riding of the
County ot Wellingto 1, by resignation; Of
Apax Gorpox, Esq., Member for the Elee-
toral Dictrict of the North Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease; Of the Hoa.
MavrcoLn CamMerON, Member for the Elec o-
ral Dictrict of the South Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease ; Of BaroLay
E. TremaIn, Bsq., Member for the Electoral
District of {’ictoria., N.S., by acceptance of
the office of County Judge in Cape Bretons
Of Caristiay Hexry Pozer, Esq., Memb r
for the Electoral District of Beauce, by resig-
nation ; Of the Hon. Davin MrLLs, Member
for the Electoral District of the County of
Bothwell, by acceptance of the office of
Minister of the Interior; Of the Hon. Davip
Liairp, Me-nber for the Electoral District o
Queen’s County District, P.E.L, by accep-
tance of the office cf Lieutenant Governcr of



2 Speech from
the North-West Territories; Of the Hon.
Rovoreue LarrLamie, Member tfor the Elec-
toral District of Jacques Cartier, by accept-
ance of an office of emolument under the
Crown ; ‘Of the Houn. Joux Hiruvarp
CameroN, Member for the Elzctoral District
of the County of Cardwell, by decease, and
Of the Hon. C. A. P. Perrerier, Member
tor the Electoral District of Kamouraska, by
acceptance of the office off Minister of Agri-
culture; and tnat he had issued his several
Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, to make out new Writs of Elee-
tion for the said places rezpectively.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that during the Recess the
Clerk of the House had received from
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
Certificates of the Election and Return
of the following Members, viz :—

O Rosert Coriy Scarcuerp, Bsq., for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of the
County of Middlesex; Of the Hon. Trowas
NicroLsoN Gisss, for the Electoral District
of the South Ridingof the County of Ontario;
Of Wintiam Hexry Gisss, Esq., for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of he
County of Ontario; Of Dowanp GuTuRIE,
Esq., for the Electoral District of the South
Riding of the County of Wellington; Of
ArcaeaLd MceNas, Esq., for the Electoral
District of the County of Glengarry; Of
Cuartes J. CawpseLL, Bsq., for the Electoral
District of Victoria, N.S.; Of Josern Borpuce,
lisq., for the Electoral District of Beauce ;
Of tze Hon. Davip Miivs, for the Electral
Distriet of the County of Bothwell: Of the
Hon. James CorLepGe Pork, for the Elec-
toral District of Queen’s County District,
P.E.I; Of the Hon. Rovorrne Lavrauume,
for the Electoral Districtof Jacques Cartier;
and of Davnrox McCarruy, Esq.. for the
Electoral District of the County ot Cardwell.

NEW MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members having pre-
viously taken the Qath according to
Law, and subscribed the Roll contain-
ing the same, took their scats in the
House, viz:—

Rosert Couix Scarcuerp, Isq., Member
for the Electoral District of the North Ruding
of the County ot Middlesex :—Hon. THoMAS
Nicaornson Gisss, Member for the Electoral
District of the South Riding of the County
of Ontario.—WiLLiaxm Hexry Gisss, Esq.,
Member for tne Electoral District of the North
Riding of the County of Ontario.~DoXaLp
GutHRIE, Esq., Member for the Llectoral
District of the South Riding of the County of
Wellington.—ArcuiBarp McNas, Esq., Mem-
ber for the Electoral District of the County
of Glengarry.—CHarLes J. CanPBELL, Esq.,
Member for the Electoral District of Victoria,
N.S.—Josern Bowbre, BEszq., Member for

Mr. SPEAKER.
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the Throne.

the Electoral District of Beauce.—Hon.
Davip MirLs, Member for the Electoral Dis-
trict of the County of Bothwell.—Hon. James
CoLLEDGE Porr, Member for the Electoral
District of Queen’s County District, P.E.I.
—and Hon. Roporenr Larrayye, Member
for the electoral District of Jacques Cartier.

OATHS OF OFFICE BILL.

Mr. MACKENZIE introduced a Bill
(No. 1.) respecting the administra-
tion of Oaths of Office, which was read

I the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THROXNE.

Mr. SPEAKER reported His Excel-
lency’s Speech, and read a copy thercof
to the House; which is as follows :—

i $¢ Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

T am glad to be again enabled Lo eummon
you to meet for the despatch of business at
the time which has been considered best
suited to the convenience of members.

¢ During the recess, I visited the Province
of British Columbia, and had much satistac-
tion in becoming acquainted with the people
of that interesting part of the Dominion,
and with the c.imate and rescurces of their
Province,

“The surveysofthe Pacific Railway have
been prosecuted with the utmost vigour and
at a larger cost during the past than in any
previons year, but it has not been found pos-
sible, as yet, to complete the location of
the line, and I have consequently heen
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
for 1ts conetruction on the terms indicated
by the Act of 1874.

<< A further correspondence on the subjects
at issue between my Governmentand British
Columbia will be laid before you.

*“ During the recent suspeungion of the Extra-
dition arrangements with the United States,
I took care that the importance to Canada
ol' a speedy resumption of these arrange-
ments should be represented to Her Majesty’s
Government, whose attention has becn
tarther invited to the expediency of largely
extending the provisions of the existing
treaty.

¢ Tam glad to be able to state that, while the
operation of the Treaty has been resumed,
negotiations are in progress for a conventiou,
maore liberal, and better suited to the circum-
stances of the two countries.

¢ The attention of my Government having
been directed to some anomalies in the Royal
Commission and Royal Instructions to the
Governor General, particularly with regard
to the exercise of the Prerogative of Pardon,
steps have been taken towards the amen:-
ment of these instruments. -

¢ Papers on this subject, as well as on that
of the Extradition question, will be laid be-
fore yon.
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¢ The great public works connected with
the St. Lawrence navigation, and the canais
required to complete the system, have been
prosecuted with success during the past year.

¢ Nearly all the works on the Welland and
Lachine Canals have been placed uader con-
tract on terms favourable to the country.

¢ The active prosecution of these works
during the last three years has necessarily
increased the public debt, and, though ex-
pectations are entertained that the outlay
may ultimately be repaid to the country, 1t
may be considered advisable not to press all
the works, contemplated in the earlier years
of Confederation, to completion at present.

T am happy to state that the Intercolonial
Railway was opened for traffic, throughout
its entire length, early in the summer, with
ag favourable results as could have been ex-
pected.

“One of the immeliate advantages of the
completion of the Railway was the dt}hvex’y
and reception of the British Mails at
Halifax after the closing of the St Law-
rence; and Iam happy to say that, upto the

resent time, wmails and passengers have
{’»een successfully carried over the line with-
out any interruption.

¢ The exhibition of Canadian products, ma-
nufactures, and works of art at the United
States National Exposition at Philadelphia
was eminently successiul, and proclaimed to
the world that Canada had already taken a
high place as a farming, manufacturing and
mining country.

It is gratifying to beable to state thatthe
expenditure was kept well within the esti-
wmate.

¢“It is but just that I should-acknowledge
that the success achieved by the enterprise
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of our people was largely aided by the !

energy and wisdom of the Commissioners
who had charge of the arrangements. .
‘1 have considered it advisable in the
interest ol the country to make arrange-
rents for exhibiting Canadian products at
the Exhibition to be held at Sydney, New

South Wales, for which you will be asked (o | t
tamendment of the Weights and Measures
< Act, the lixcise laws, and other Acts, and

make provision.

‘¢ Notwithstanding the loss of revenue,
consequent chiefly on the diminution of our
importations, the reductions eifected during
the current year have gone far to restore the
equilibrium between income and expenditure,
though great economy will be still needtul to
attain this object.

““1 regret that 1 am still unable to an-
nounce any progress in obtaining a settle-
ment of the Fishery claims under the

Washington Treaty, though my Government |

has made every effort to secure that result.
¢ My Commissiomers have made further
treaty arrangements with certain of the
Indian tribesofthe North-West territories, by
which tieir title is extinguished to a very
large portiou of the territories west of I'reaty
No. 4; and, although some of the provisions
of this treaty are of a somewhat onerous and
exceptional character, I have thought it
nevertheless advisable on the whole to rat.ty

1
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it. This treaty will be placed before you. I
have made an engagement to unegotiate a
treaty with the remaining tribes east of the
Rocky Mountains,

¢ The expenditure incurred by the Indian
Treaties is undoubtedly large, but the Cana-
dian policy is uevertheless the cheapest,
ultimately, if we compare the results with
those of other countries ; and it is above all
a humane, just, and Christian policy.

¢ Notwithstanding the deplorable war
waged between the Indian tribesin the United
States territories, and the Government of
that country, during the last year, no diffi-
culty has arisen with the Canadian tribes
living in the immediate vicinity of the scene
of hostilities.

“ You will be asked to consider the expe-
diency of making such changes in the Joint
Stock Companies Act as may obviate for the
fature the passage of special Acts of Parlia-
ment for the incorporation of various classcs
of Companies, includingbsuch corporations as
seek to engage in the borrowing and lend-
ing of money, by providing for their organi-
zation by Letters Patent.

¢ The desirability of affording additional
security to policy-holders of' Life Assurance
Companies has engaged the attention of my
Governmeut, and 1 trust that the measure
which will be submitted will accomplish the
desired object.

¢ A measure will be submitted to you Jor
the purpose of extending to the navigation
of the great inland waters rights and
remedies at present confined to waters within
the jurisdiction of the Courts of Vice-
Admiraliy.

*You will be asked to aruend and consoli-

. date the laws relating to Customs,

I have considered it advisable to provide
for the permanent prosecution of the Geolo-
gical Survey. which has heretofore been
carried on under temporary enactments, and
to make this a distinct branch of the Civil
Service ; your attention will be invited to a
Bill for that purpose.

¢ Measures will be submitted also for the

also a Bill relating to Shipping.
¢ (lentlemen of the House of Commons :

“ The accounts of the past year will he
laid before yon.

¢ The Estimates ot the next tinancial year
will also be submitted, aud will, [ trust, be
found to be framed with a view to meet the
existing circumstances of the coantry, while,
at the same time, providing fur carrying on

¢ the a'lministration of affairs with etficiency.

| < Honourable Gentlemen of (he Senate :

Gentlemen of the flouse of Commons :

] place full reliance on your prudence
and ability, and your devotion to the work
of legislation, which, I trust, may be carric:i
on and completed in such a way as to
minister to the prosperity of the conntry,
and the unity of the people.” )
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On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
His Excellency’s Speech was ordered
to be taken into consideratiun fo-morrow.

Resolved, That the Votes and Proceedings
of the House be printcd, being first perused
by Mr. Speaker, and that he do appoint the
printing thereof; and that no person but
such as he shall appoint do presume to
print the same

Resolved, That Select Standing Conmmittees
of this House, for the present Session, be
appointed for the following purposes :—1. On
Privileges and Elections.—2. On Expiring
Laws.--3. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.—4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills.--5.
On Standing Orders.—6. On Printing.—7.On
Public Accounts.—8.- On Banking and Com-
merce.—9. On Immigration and Coloniza-
tion,—which said Committees shall severally
be.empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be re-
ferred to them by the House; and to report
from time to time their observations and
opinions thereon; with power to send for
persons, papers and records.

REPORTS.

Mr. MACKENZIE laid before the
House the General Report of the Min-
ister of Public Works, for the fiscal
year, ending the 30th June, 1876.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House
the Report of the Librarian of the
House of Commons, on the state of the
Library of Parliament, which was read.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD inquired
whether the Government had taken
or proposed to take any steps with a
view to procure an official report of
the Debates of the Session.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that the
Government had not taken any steps,
the subject being one which the House
might deal with in its own discretion.
The Committee charged with the desire
of hon. members failed to make a re-
port last Session until the House was
so thin that there was no time to pro-
ceed with its consideration, the objec-
tion of any Member being sufficient to
prevent discussion. The Government
thought it was desirable to leave the
question entirely in the hands of the
House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD hoped
the Premier, who had considerable in-
fluence with the House, would exercise
it so that the House and the country
might have a correct report of the
debates.

SPEECH.
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Business.

Mr. BOWELL said the Commi‘tee
met and adopted a report, and it was in
consequence of the Chairman having
neglected to present the report in time
that it wasnot concurred in, If blame
attached to any one, it was not to the
Committec, but to the Chairman.

Mr. CAUCHON said he brought the
report immediately before the House,
and he was not responsible for any
delay which occurred.

House adjourned at
Four o’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

Friday, 9th Feb., 1871.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'elock,

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

PETITION.

Mr. MOUSSEATU presented the peti-
tion of Mr. Justice £omngex' denying
the charges contained in the petition
of Frangois X. A. Biron and others
presented against him at the close of
last session, expressing his desire to
undergo an investigation, and his in-
tention of demanding one if the peti-
tion is reported, and requesting before-
hand that he may be heard before the
House in the event of further proceed-
ings.
REPORTS.

Mr. BLAKE laid before the House
the Report of the Hon the Minister of
Justice, having reference to Peniten-
tiaries.

Mr. SMITH laid before the House
the ninth annual Report of the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries, being
for the fiscal year ended 30th J une,
1876; also, Supplement (No. 1) to the
foregoing, being a List of Lights on the
coasts, rivers and Lakes of the Domin-
ion of Canada, on the 31st December,
1876. ’

Mr. BURPEE laid before the House
Tables of the Trade and Navigation of

the Dominion of Canada, for the year
ending 30th June, 1876.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS
EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consider-
ation of His Excellency’s speech at the
opening of the Session
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Mr. GUTHRIE (South Wellington)
moved the resolution in reply to the
Speech from the Throne. After craving
as a new member the indulgence of tho
House while endeavouring to deal with
subjects of such importance to the
Dominion at large, he called attention
to the period ol the year at which
Parliament had been called together
for the past three sessions, and sug-
gested thut the opening should take
place even earlier, so that the legisla-
tive business might be closed before
spring opened. Adverting to the
Governor General's visit to British
Columbia, he remarked that His Excel-
lency had visited almost every part of
the Dominion, and his visits had been
received cverywhere with marked
appreciation. That satisfaction which
he expressed having felt, has been felt
in return towards him by the pecople.
From His Excellency’s speeches it was
manifest that he felt a real pride in
the country over which he is Governor,
and the country was equally proud of
its Governor. A great bencfit would
undoubtedly be derived from the ad-
dresses delivered by ILord Dafferin,
and his recent speech at the Toronto
Club perhaps excelled all previous
ones, admirable as they were. The
next paragraph in the Speech from the
Throne contained matter partly for
congratulation and partly for regret.
It was satisfactory to find that the
surveys of that great national work,
the Pacific Railway, had been pushed
forward with vigour, and that the ex-
penditure upon them had been greater
during the past than any previous
year. But it was not agreeable to find
that the work was so great and the
difficulties so formidable. Sufficient
progress had not been made to enable
contracts to be let. Every one must
admit that it was indispensably neces-
sary before contracts were let or
tenders asked, that the location of the
road should be completed; but it was
indeed not surprising that further delay
Was necessary when consideration was
given to the character of the country
which the road would waverse, and the
difficulty experienced in finding a suit-
able scaport as an outlet for the rail-
way ; and it was no matter of surprise
that the greatest care had been neces-
sary ou the part of the engineers in
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selecting a route, especially when that
selection might increase or diminish
the expenditure by twenty million
dollars. The question of the extradi-
tion of criminals between this country
and the United States was onc of much
importance. The treaty which had
been for many years in operation was
lately suspended, but it had been
restored. That circumstance was a
matter for congratulation and satisfac-
tion, because, Iying as Canada docs
along a widely extended frontier, with
ample means of communication with
the adjoining Republic, it was of more
importance to the Dominioa than to
the mother country that the treaty
should be in force. It was moreover
a source of gratification to find that
negotiations were pending with a view
of largely extending the class of crimes
to be embraced in the extradition
treaty. Although the crimes for
which offenders might now be extra-
dited were of a grave character, they
were comparatively few in number,
and the crimes most common in our
midst were those for which no provision
was made in the treaty-—-such as larceny,
embezzlement, and {raudulent removal
of assets by bankrupt traders. Hehoped
the result of the negotiations would be
to have not only a treaty more extended
in its operations, but containing pro-
visions framed for its perfect working.
Indeed, there was no reason why the
operation of the trcaty should be con-
fined to what might be called the more
serious crimes. Neither Canada nor
the United States desired their coun-
tries to become asylums for criminals,
and the treaty might include the
lesser crimes with benefit to both peo-
ples. They were informed in the
Specch that steps had been taken to
amend the Royal Commission and the
Instructions of the Governor General
in some respects in which they con-
tained anomalous provisions under-
stood to be inconsistent with our con-
stitutional frecdom and that system of
responsible government whichwe enjoy.
The anomalies referred to were chiefly :
First, the power possessed by the Gov-
ernor Greneral to pardon a prisoner con-
victed of a capital offence without the
advice or even against the advice of
his Council; and, second, the power
possessed by him to disallow any act
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of a Provincial Legislature, also with-
out the advice ot his Council or even
contrary to their advice. It mustbea
source of satisfaction that those anom-
alies were about to be removed; that
the country was to enjoy responsible
government in a more complete form
than hitherto. It was not correct to
say that those provisions in the Royal
Commission and instructions were
obsolete and were never cenforced,
because with regard to one of them

casc occurred not many years
ago where the power was exer-
cised; and with respect to the other,
viz., that of the disallowance of Aects
of Provincial Legislatures, an opinion
was obtained from the law officers of
the Crown in England as late as 1873
which affirmed that the Governor
Greneral possessed that power, and was
entitled, of course, to exercise it.
These were not, therefore, obsolete, but
practical questions, and the adminis-
tration of the day was entitled to
the thanks of the country for having
secured the removal of anomalies
which, in practice, might not have
worked Dbadly in the past, but which
might iu the future be the source of
very greatdifficulty and misunderstand-
ing. It was the part of statesmen not
to be wisc after the fact, but before it.
The Specch referred to the opening of
the Intercolonial Railway, regarding
which undertaking it should be remem-
bered that, although the road might
not prove remunerative for many
years, yet it was not projected or con-
structed as a commercial enterprise.
It was entered upon as anational work,
and he was prepared to support an ex-
penditure for any reasonable time in
order that the railway might be kept
open, and that the Provinces which it
serves might bo brought closer to-
gether, not only with regard to per-
sonal intercourse, but in matters of
trade and commerce. Since the road
was opened, considerable trade had
sprung up between the Maritime Pro-
vinces and Ontario, and the millers of
Upper Canada especially had been en-

abled to send their produce to ports of |

Quebec and the Maritime Provinces
which they were formerly unable to
reach. It was satisfactory to find that,
so far, no difficulty had been expe-
rienced in keeping the road open during

Mr. GUTHRIE.
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the present scason, and even if trouble
were encountered, he trusted a deter-
mined cffort would be made to work
the road and avail themselves of our
winter port. Refercnce was made
in the Specch to the display of
Canadian goods at the Philadeiphia
Exhibition, which display astonished
not only foreign nations but Canadians
themselves.  The results obtained
would be of permanent benefit to the
country. Ile was personally aware
that in consequence of the admirable
display made by the Dominion, many
Ontario manufacturers had received
orders from ithe most distant parts of
the world. Those orders had been
executed, and if the quality of the
goods was as high as was expected, a
largely increased trade would ensue.
In that connection, the country would
consider the Government had acted
wisely in determining that Canada
should be represented at tho forthcom-
ing Exhibition at Sydney. Our rela-
tions with other British Colonies should
be cultivated. After the display of
their own products, nothing was, per-
haps, so gratifying at the Philadelphia
Exhibition as the very creditable dis-
play sent by the Australian Colonies.
If, as a result of the Canadian display
at Sydney, a trade should spring up, it
would be one of great magnitude, and
prove advantageous to Canada and
Australiaalike. No means of removing
the prevailing trade depression would
prove more efficacious than the opening
up of new foreign markets for our
manufactures and products. A manu-
facturer of sewing machines in the
town in which he resided (Guelph) did
the greater portion of his trade with
South America, where he was able
successfully to compete with British
and American makers. In the discus-
sion on trade depression, the fact was
often lost sight of that the country had
passed through similar dull times. The
present depression was not to be com-
pared with that which followed the
crisis of 1857, from which the country
did not recover for five or six years.
There was bound to be a return of
prosperity, nomatter what Government
was in power, for indeed they could
affectitin a very trifling degrec. After
complimenting the Canadian Commis-
sioners at Philadelphia, the hon. mem-
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ber remarked that the paragraph in
the Speech relating to the comparative
position of the revenue and expendi-
ture would possess public interest. By
reason principally of a decline in im-
portations, there had been a loss of
revenue, which, in itself, was always a
<erious matter, but there was some
watisfaction in knowing that the reduc-
tion in expenditures proposed by the
Grovernment last year, and assented to
by the House, had resulted in nearly
meeting or being quite equal to the
amount of that decline. 1t was proper
that the policy of economy and re-
trenchment should be still continued.
That was what the (overnment pro-
posed, and it was a course which would
reccive the sanction of the House and
country, because it was the policy of
common sense. The decline in imports
was due to the fact that the people
were not able to buy so freely as
formerly, and when their constituents
had found it necessary to retrench, the
Government should not neglect to act
i the same direction. When the peo-
ple were poor was not the time to in-
crease taxation. The poverty of the
people should not be the occasion for
increasing their burdens, and the pro-
per policy to adopt was to follow the
-example of the people,who, by frugality
and economy, had been endeavouring
to pay their way. The position of the
United States towards the Dominion
in the matter of the non-payment of
‘compensation for the usc of the Cana-
dian Fisheries was one that excited a
painful regret that a great nation
should so far forget its own honour as
to treat with contempt, at all events
with neglect, the representations of
the British Government, asking them
simply to fulfil their obligations.
No  doubt the United States
were as firmly bound as possible
in that matter, but hitherto they had
set us at defiance in regard to com-
pensation for our fisheries, and we had
failed to obtain an excuse, valid or in-
valid, for the delay; and that, too, in
the face of the fact that the British
Government had fulfilled all its obliga-
tions, and in view of the balance re-
maining of the fiftecn millions, it had
much more than fulfilled them. He
trusted that the Administration to be
mangurated on the 4th of March
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would take a view more worthy of the
obligations the Washington Treaty
imposed on them, and that the country
would no longer shrink from perform-
its duty in that matter. He concurred
in the sentiments expressed in the
Speech with regard to the mode of
dealing with the Indians by paying
them a fair compensation for their
lands, instead of pursuing apolicy of
slaughter and cxtermination, as a just
and Christian policy. Legislation
respecting the regulation and formation
of joint-stoclk companies, especially
such as lend and borrow money, was
desirable, as indicated in the Speech.
Such corporations had been very
plentiful of late years, and had striven
to obtain from Parliament more
favourable charters than their neigh-
bours.  Such legislation must have
occupied much time, and towards the
end of each session clauses were
allowed to pass which otherwise would
not have been approved. 1t was,
indeed,well known that some insurance
companies and money-lending corpora-
tions, in soliciting subscriptions for
stock, boasted that they had got most
valuable charters. Such an announce-
ment simply meant that they had
obtained power to borrow as much
money as possible on little security
and at a low rate of interest. All
would agree that shat kind of private
legislation should be terminated, and a
general Act passed under which no
company would be granted any special
privileges. In England, the Companies
Act of 1862 had prevented special
legislation in regard to such corpora-
tions,and been found to work admirably.
If a similar Act were passed in Canada,
much time of Parliament would be
saved and the public interest con-
served. The hon. member expressed
approval of the proposed legislation
with a view to protect policy holders
of lifc insurance companies, and
pointed to the distress which had
been caused by the failure of a leading
company in New York. He cndorsed
the proposal to extend the maritime
laws to our great rivers and inland
waters, giving special rights and
remedies under Canadian laws, a
change which he presumed would
not be objectionable to the Imperial
Government. It was proposed by
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an Act of the Dominion Parliament
to constitute Courts having the civil
jurisdiction of Courts of Vice-Admi-
ralty. Those Courts had jurisdiction
to the extent of tide water, but they
had not jurisdiction over the great in-
land navigation system of Canada.
The Americans did not at first extend
that jurisdiction over the lakes and
rivers lying between their country
and the Dominijon, but for some yecars
the maritime law had been extended
by them to those waters. A similar
law should be extended to Canadian
waters. In view of the importance of
the mineral resources of the country,
he approved of the proposal to place
the Geological Survey on a permanent
footing, and attaching it to one of the
branches of the Civil Service. Within
its scope would be embraced botany,
meteorology, and other branches of
physical science. The concluding
paragraph of the Spcech from the
Throne expressed confidence in their
prudence and ability in proceeding
with the work of legislation, a confi-
dence which His Excellency would not
find to have been misplaced, and it was
to be hoped that the result would be,
as indicated by His Excecllency, the
prosperity of the country and liberty
of the people. They desired that this
young nation should be prosperous and
the people united; that there should
be no sectional jealousies, and with
that as the aim and object of legis-
lation, their purpose would be attained.
Viewing the subjects embraced in the
Speech, the constitutional questions,
the matters relating to public works
and to trade, and looking at the im-
portant legislation proposed, he con-
fidently asked the favourable consider-
ation by the House of the resolutions
which he had the honour to propose.
Mr. BECHARD: However honour-
able may be the task of seconding the
Address in reply to His Excellency,
1 cannot venture to say that it
is with pleasure that I accepted that
honour. The feeling of my insufficiency
to touch upon every point in the vast
field laid open before me, produces a
degrec of hesitation which the kindness
of the House alone can assist me in
overcoming. Thus, more than any of
those who have preceded me in the
path in which I now venture to tread,

Mr. GuTHRIE.
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I feel the need of the indulgence of the
House. The duty of thanking His
Excellency the Governor General for
the Speech with which he every year
opens the session of Parliament, is one
to which the most perfect degreec of
courtesy is invariably brought; but
that duty becomes an especially agrec-
able one when we are called upon to
perform it with reference to the emi-
nently distinguished man who to-day
presides over the destinies of Canada.
On many occasions since his arrival
among us, Lord Daufferin has done the
country notable service. No man ap-
pears to have taken a greater interest
in its prosperity than he, and no man
has spoken of its progress and natural
advantages more ably than he. KEs-
pecially the remembrance will not soon
fail of the eloquent account which he
gave of the country last year, on the
occasion of his visit to England, where
he became the panegyrist of Canada ;
he presented it before the eyes of the
mother country in the most favourable
light, sketching a brilliant picture of
its resources, extolling the harmony of
its inhabitants, and rendering a high
tribute to the character of -its inhabi-
tants, their feelings of loyalty to the
Crown, and their attachment to the
principles of the old British Constitu-
tion. But I must herec make special
allusion to the journey which His Ex-
cellency undertook last summer to the
must remote Province of the Dominion,
the Province of British Columbia.
There, again, the Governor General
found an opportunity of showing his
devotion to the public interests, sparing
no trouble to cxamine into the re-
sources of that Province, and manifest-
ing his wish to see every difficulty
smoothed away which might be of a
nature to disturb, even for a time, the
good understanding which ought to
reign between the several Provinces
which form part of the Confederation.
Time would fail me, Mr. Speaker,
if T ventured here to enumerate
all Lord Dufferin’s claims to our
gratitude ; I merely wish to be al-
lowed to add that by his affection
for the Canadian people, and the lively
interest which day by day he takes in
their prosperity, he appears to have
taken as his device, the words =o
frequently repeated of one of the best
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men who ever reigned over a people:
%It is my wish that every inhabitant
of my kingdom should, every Sunday,
eat without stint.” Long, Mr. Speaker,
may it be possible for him to display
in our midst the eminent qualities
which make him so dear to Canadians
of every origin and of every creed. It
was not without a lively feeling of
satisfaction that the House heard His
Excellency refer in his Speech to the
progress made in our various public
undertakings; but an event which was
received with a special feeling of
enthusiasm was the opening of the
Intercolonial Railway. That great
Railway may now be looked upon as
one of the safest, most comfortable,
and most complete in all America.
Every doubt of its great utility
must vanish when it is considered
that, in addition to the fresh
facilities which it affords to trade,
1t will in great measure contribute
to the development of one of our
finest branches of industry, the
fisheries, and will at the same time
prove a powerful agent in promoting
colonization in a portion of territory
hitherto comparatively unexplored.
In this connection, Sir, may I be per-
mitted 1o claim a humble share in the
merit of those who, as members of this
House, contributed to the prodaction
of the resolution which decided the
selection of that line. Begun soon
after the inauguration of cur federal
system, which made it a political as
woll as a commercial necessity, the In-
tercolonial has finally, by its opening,
affixed the last seal to the union of the
Maritime Provinces with those which
formerly constituted the Province of
Canada. If we now turn our eyes
upon our vast public works in connec-
tion with the navigation of the St.
Lawrence and those which are in course
of being carried out in the boundless
regions of the west, we shall find that
we have reason to congratulate our-
selves and the country upon the rapid
progress which, during some years
Past, has been obtained in the execu-
tion of those enormous undertakings.
Already the colossal enterprise des-
tined to connect the Atlantic with
the Pacific, shows highly appreciable
results, and notwithstanding the in-
numerable difficulties which beset

[FEBRUARY 9, 1877.]

| without doubt, but in time.

Address. a

the carrying that work into effect,
we may now believe that, thanks to the
vigour with which the operations are
directed, the line of the Pacific Rail-
way will soon be completely located.
This will be a great step towards the
accomplishment of that gigantic enter-
prise, the management of which, as
well as that of ourother great public
works has been hitherto, it is but fair
to acknowledge, conducted hy the
hon. the Prime Minister wwith a
degree of tact and prudence, combined
with a spirit of ecconomy, of which the
Canadian people will not, in a fitting
time, fail to show their appreciation.
Connected with the construction of the
Pacific Railway is another work, which
in no way yields to it in importance,
and that is the colonization of the
North-West. For several years the
Government of Canada availed them-
selves of different means to attract
immigration towards our great western
prairics. For that purpose, agencies
were kept up in different parts of
Europe, and various publications, in-
tended to convey a knowledge of our
territory and its natural advantages,
were circulated here and there. These
landable efforts doubtless received
lively encouragement from the marked
results which followed them. I may,
however, be allowed to express the
view that in my humble opinion the
most powerful means which would
efficiently contribute to the colonization
of the North-West is the construction
of the Pacific Railway. I have always
considered railways as the most power-
ful colonizing agents. But here [
hasten to request hon. members,
especially those who sit on the left of
this House, not to be led to infer from
that, that, with a view of greater im-
pulse to the comstruction of that
immense railway, I should be dis-
posed to favour an increase of the
burdens and of the sacrifices which are
now laid upon us. The Pacific Railway
is a majestic work which must be
carried to -a successful termination,
To be
brought to that successful termination it
must, like all our great public undertak-
ings, make gradual progress without
haste, without irregularity, and, above
all, according to the measure of our re-
sources. If, in contradistinction to the
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wise temporizing of the Prime Minister,
we should be induced by false appear-
ances, or by vanity, to allow ourselves
to be drawn into excessive efforts which
would paralyze our powers by exhaust-
ing them, we should, perhaps, ex-
posc ourselves o share the wunlucky
tate of the Titan who found himself]
as a punishment for having attempted
to scale Olympus, condemned to pass
the rest of his days in absolute immo-
bility. However the case may be, the
Government has lately given fresh
proofs of its regard for the cause of
colonization, and the friends of that
work have seen with pleasure, with-
out doubt, that, under treaties recently
entered into with the various Indian
tribes, vast additions of territory are

[COMMONS]

assured for the future in that immense |

region which is one day destined to
become the granary of Canada, it may
cven be of Europe. The philanthropie,
and above all, Christian policy, pro-
claimed by His Excellency with refer-
ence to our Indian tribes has, I am
satistied, been received with warm
approbation by all true friends of
humanity, and indeed that poticy is
but a faithful continuation of the
traditional liberality of England in her
treaties with those children of nature,
the hardships undergone by whom in
a neighbouring country have excited
pity in every Christian heart. In his
Speech, His Excellency draws the
attention of this House, in a very
marked manner, to the part which
Canada has taken at the great Exhibi-
tion at Philadelphia, and speaks in
flattering terms of the success which
we gained there. Asitis well known,
the American Republic celebrated, last
summer, by an exhibition of objects of
art and products of every kind, the
hundredt}; anniversary of her indepen-
dence, of the day ever memorable in
history, when she took her position
among the nations of the earth. All
peoples had been invited to this grand
international tournay, in which the
combatants no longer presented them-
selves, as in old time, lance in rest
and foot in stirrup; but under the
varied forms of the rich productions of
the agricultural and manufacturing
industries, in which were numberless
marvels, ravished by genius from the
secrets of science. It was
Mr. BEcuarp.
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great strife of the peaceful arts, which
seemed to have gathered themselves
together in that vast enclosed field,
in order to measurc their strength
there, in pacific contests, whence should
result for the nations a new feeling of
emulation in the direction of advance-
ment, of reciprocal admiration, and
fraternity towards oneanother. This
youthful Canada of ours also entered
the lists, and we may say at once that
she left them covered with laurels.
Her triumph has been so great that it
has been resolved to celebrate it in a
solemn manner by a festival which is
being arranged with this object, and. ot
which the inhabitants of this capital
will in a few days be the happy wit-
nesscs. This distinguished success cer-
tainly confers the highest honour upon
the rovernment as well as upon the
representatives of Canada at Philadel-
phia, who one and all, neglected noth-
ing which could contribute to render
it as striking as possible. But as you
see, Mr. Speaker, the high reputa-
tion which we acquired at Philadelphia
already produces appreciable results.
Already, far-distant nations seek to
open commercial intercourse with us,
and the House has, without doubt,
learnt with satisfaction, from the lips
of His Excellency, that in order to
mect overtures which had been made
to him in thatrespect, the Government
has complied with the invitation to
have Canada represented at an Exhibi-
tion which would be held very shortly
in Australia. To extend the cixcle of
our commerce to the very ends of the
earth, to convey the products of our
various industries to the most distant
markets, even to the antipodes, would
this not be in reality, Mr. Speaker, for .
our country, as yet 80 young, a success
worthy of the admiration ot all, and it
is impossible to find one better adapted
to encourage amongst us the develop-
ment of new sources of production.
Moreover, that which the country will
learn with special interest, and will
regard perhaps with reason, as one of
the results obtained by our display on
the grand theatre of Philadelphia is
the fact that on the occasion of the
rencwal of the treaty concerning -
the extradition of fugitive criminals,
negotiations have been opened, and are
now progressing, with thc object of
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giving to the commercial relations
between the United States and Canada
a more intimate nature and a more
liberal basis. We in Canada have not
forgotten the admirable results of the
commercial policy, initiated by the
treaty mnegotiated in 1854, under the,
auspices of Lord Elgin, of illustirious
memory. This is why, notwithstand-
ing the abrogation ultimately of the
treaty by the Government at Wash-
ington, that ef Canada believed that it
served the true interests of the country
by remaining faithful to this liberal
policy. If, under the exceptional cir-
cumstances in which it found itself
placed at the close of a terrible civil
war, the American Government
thought proper to raise, in a somewhat
¢xorbitant proportion, the duties on its
imports, on the entry into its ports of
foreign products, the disastrous com-
mercial and industrial prostration
which has been the fatal conscquence,
by creating disorder in the tortunes of
men, seems also to have deeply moved
their minds, and seems likely to be
followed by a powerful recaction on a
large scale towards its marvellous
prosperity. Whatever may happen,
the negotiations which are in progress,
when more cordial relations between
the two countries are considered, will
not fail to give an opportunity for the
final settlement of the fisheries ques-
tion, resulting from the Treaty of
Washington. This year, again, His
Excellency expresses to us his regret
at not having to announce to us any
advance towards the solution of this
question. But the House knows
already that these delays are not to be
attributed to the Government of Can-
ada, but attach rather to that of the
United States. Ttis to be regretted,
doubtless, that the great Republic
should have shown, up to the present,
s0 much inditference as to what affects
the settlement of this important ques-
tion. But let us abstain from all
recrimination, when we are, perhaps,
on the point of obtaining full satis-
faction, thanks to the negotiations
commenced, and which are so
well calculated to cement the
friendly relations which ought to exist
between two neighbouring countries
for the common happiness of their
people. IIis Excellency is pleased to
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conclude by expressing his confidence
in the prudence of the House, in its
devotion to the prosperity of the
country aud in the unity of the people.
This House could not in a better way
make an echo to the homagerendered to
the country, in the persons of its repre-
sentatives, than by declaring to His
Excellency, that, under his happy
auspices, and with the skilful assis-
tance of those who have the honour to
be his advisers, it would be difficult for
this House not to coéperate in the
prosperity of our young country, and
in promoting the harmony of the
various elements which arc destined
to make us a mighty people. Nothing
further remains for me, Mr. Speaker,
but to thank the House for its kind
attention, and to second the motion of
the hon. member for South Welling-
ton.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was not intended, so far as hekuew, to
move any amendment to the Address
from that side of the House, provided
a change which he would presently
suggest was madoe by his hon. friend at
the head of the Government in aclause
which contained something, that, if
adopted, might be deemed obligatory on
the House as a matter of policy. He re-
ferred to the paragraph relative to the
completion of the work on the St. Law-
rence canals. The hon. member for
South Wellington, whom he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was glad to see in this
House, though he would prefer to see
him on the Opposition side of it, had
appealed to the House for the usual
consideration which was given to young
members. Of course, under any
circumstances, he would have received
that consideration ; but there was really
no occasion to bespeak the forbearance
of the House. He congratulated the
House, and especially the hon. gentle-
man’s party, on such an accession to
their number. His hon. friend had
undertaken to show to this House, and
through this House to the country, the
great importance of the Speech which
they had heard from the Throne, and
in 80 doing had been well seconded by
the practised eloquence of his hon.
friend, the seconder of the Address.
But great artists as the gentiemen had
both shown themselves to be, they had
not quite been able to conceal the
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meagreness of the bill of fare which
had been placed before the House.
However, as they were approaching
the season of Lent, they might expect
1o have Lonten fare, and they had got
it. To be sure, the Address was of
the usual length, perhaps it exceeded
the usual longitude. It might be said
by some arithmetical critics, that like
a line, it was length without breadth.
However, they must not look a gift
horse in the mouth, but must be thank-
ful for small mercies. The legislation
to be proposed to them, unless there
was something concealed in the
“ etcetera,” which they did not know
anything about, was not great in
amount, though somo of the measures,
he would agree, would be of consider-
able importance it they were carefully
drawn; and he had no doubt that they
would receive the careful consideration
of hon. gentlemen opposite. The bill
for enlarging the scope of and amend-
ing the Joint Stock Companies’ Act
would have to be very carefully pre-
pared, or it might be very mischievous
in its influence. If it were made too
liberal in its provisions, it might in-
crease and perpetuate the evils from
which we are now ruffering in conse-
quence of the ¢ valuable charters” to
which the mover of the Address had
alluded, as having been embodied, in
some, way in private Acts; and if it
were too restricted, the Government
would be continually troubled with
applications for special Acts to get rid
of obnoxious claunses in the general
Act. They could not hope to be able
by any general Act, however well and
carefully prepared it might be, to get
entirely rid of annual applications for
special Aects with enlarged powers.
However, the attempt was praise-
worthy, and he hoped it would be suc-
cessful. The matter was one of such
great importance that he had no doubt
every hon. member in this House, on
both sides of it, would agree to direct his
attention to the perfection of a measure
of this kind. So also with respect to
the Act to afford additional security to
policy-holders of life insurance com-
panies. That question was discussed
here before, and he had no doubt it
would cngage the best attention of the
House. He hoped that confidence
would be restored in this country to
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the minds of those who chose to avail
themselves of this means of providing
for their families and children. A
measure for the purpose of cxtending
to the navigation of the great inland
waters, rights and remedies at present
confined to waters within the jurisdic-
tion of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty,
would certainly be an important one,
and he had no doubt his hon. friend
the Minister of Justice had found.
a great many difficulties in its pre-
paration. There were constitutional
questions connected with that matter
which he (Sir John A. Macdonald) had
no doubt would be discussed by their
friend the Minister of the Interior.
unless his elevation to office had caused
him to withdraw his attention from
constitutional work in order that he
might devote it to the more important
work of looking after the affairs of his
department. He (Sir John A, Maecdon-
ald) was not sure that a measure of
this kind was required, or that one
could be framed which would give thas
satisfaction which was anticipated. He
was afraid it would be fouund that,
guarded though the measure might be,
the obstruction to trade in our inland
waters that would be caused by the
operation of such a measure, would
more than counterbalance the security
which might be given by it to persons
having clainis against vessels sailing
on these waters. One could not say
what was involved in the promise of a
measure to amend and consolidate the
laws relating to the customs. He pre-
sumed from the general way in which
it was inserted in the Speech, that it
was not at all a measure connected
with the tariff arrangement, but that it
was simply a consolidated Act, and one
to amend those clauses which ex-
perience in the Department had shewn
were in need of amendment. And so.
he presumed, with regard to the Excise
law. The measure promised for placing
the geological survey on a permanent
basis would be useful. The mover of
the Address had spoken as if he was
a little behind the scenes in regard to
this measure, for he told them that it
was to be very estended in its oper-
ations, that it was not to be confined -
to the geological survey, but that other
branches of physical science were to be
placed in the same Department, such
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as botany and cognate subjects. These
were the measures that were promised,
and the House would, of course, give
them due consideration. They were
not of a nature to occupy the House
long, and therefore they would have
the greater opportunity to consider

questions, which, under the present

system, were really of as muaeh impor-
tance as matters atfected by the promis-
od'legisiation. Both herc andin Eng-
land the tendency had becn to confiae
to the Ministry of the day all important
legislation, and it had been found
almost impossible for a private mem-
ber, no matter what his ability might
be, or what might be his zcal or in-
dustry, to carry any great measure af-
feeting the general interests of the
coantry. That duty had been, both in
England and in this country, thrown
upon the Government, 8o that it was
said in England that the duty of an
‘Upposition was confined principally
to conducting a critical examination
into the administration of the affairs
of the country. It had been said
by a great Liberal of that country
that this was the most important
duty thrown upon the members of Par-
lixment under the present system.
England had had centuries of legisla-
tion, and there was now a large body of
laws in force under which the country,
without any amendment being made
to them for a series of years, could
vontinue to flourish. Soin this country :
we had received from England and
from Irance the advantage of all
the jcgislation of both those great
countrics, and the affairs of Canada
<ould be carried on and the material
progress of the country not be impeded
it we had no new legislation for several
years, such had been the advantage we
had gained from a long series of laws
well considered and successfully oper-
ated. But in the consideration of public
affairs, questions continunally arose,
whether the Government had been wise
or unwise, prudent or imprudent,
whether they had conducted the affairs
of the country correctly or incorrectly
in matters in regard to which an edu-
cated country kept u steady eye upon
the action of its representatives in Par-
liament, 1nd in regard to which it was
the duty of the Opposition—a duty
which the Opposition in this House
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would perform without factiousness but
with firmness—to criticise the conduct
the Administration of the day, and
see that what it did was for the best
interests of the country. He agreed
with his hon. friend the mover of
the resolutions that this House had
learned with pleasure that His Excel-
lency had had much satisfaction in
becoming acquainted with the people
in British Columbia, and with the
climate and resources of the Province.
The eulogium passed by his hon.
friend upon His Excellency was an
expression of the general feeling of the
country towards that illustrious indivi-
dual. They knew the people enjoyed
the full advantages conferred by the
Constitution, under which they happily
lived under His Excellency’s guidance;
and they felt with regret that Lord
Dufferin’s sway could not last always.
They would be happy to see His Kxcel-
lency here for many years, and they
would regret the time when he would
be removed, as a matter of course, 1o
other scenes of usefulness; but when
His Excellency did leave this country
the information which he obtained not
only in British Columbia, but in other
parts of Canada, would be of great
advantage to the whole Dominion. He
believed that the interest of His Excel-
lency in this country would not cease
with the government of it. The Speech
promised that further correspondence
would be laid before the House on the
subject at issue between His Excel-
lency’s Government and British Colum-
bia. He did not know whether that
correspondence would include any
communication that His Excellency
had been advised by his responsible
Ministers to make on political subjects
while in that Province. Rumour had
it that certain communications had
been made from that country, and it
was to be presumed they would be laid
before Parliament in the usual way and
at the usual time. He would say,
however, that while the information
which His Excellency had scquired
would be of use to us hereafter in
England, it would, perhaps, have been
of more immediate use had it been
acquired by the visit of some of his
hon. friends opposite at the same or
some other time. He believed that
some of his hon. friends, exhausted by
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the labours of their different Depart-
ments, had been obliged to take a
holiday during the summer. Now, if
they had combined business with
pleasure, and gone to British Columbia,
the experience they would have been
able to gain would, he thought, have
been of greatuseto the country. It was
a matter of satisfaction to the House
to know, from the Speech, that the sur-
veys of the Pacific Railway had been
prosecuted with vigour; but he must
say that it would have been but grace-
ful for hon. gentlemen opposite to
have expressed regret, if they did feel
regret, that it was impossible to pro-
ceed with the work immediately. e
believed that paragraph in the Speech
would cause great disappointment in
British Columbia, and in the western
country generally, both east and west
of the Rocky Mountains, and yet no
expression of regret found place either
in the Speech or in the response. Of
course it was of great importance that
the Extradition Treaty between this
country and the United States should
be re-ostablished. It was unfor-
tunate that it was suspended, and it
was now gratifying, for very obvious
reasons, that the obstructions in the
working of it had becn removed, and
that friendly relations with regard to
it between Canada and the United
States were resumed. He hoped the
Minister of Justice had taken great
care with regard to the provisions
which should be introduced into the
proposed extension of the Treaty. He
(Sir John Macdonald) was afraid that
he could not go so far as his hon. friend,
.the mover of the resolution, in hoping
that the Treaty would be extended so
as to include smaller offences than
under its existing provisions. He was
afraid that such an extension would be
attended by very many dangers,
and it would deprive of liberty many
of our fellow subjects, or at all events
those whose extradition might be
demanded for comparatively light
offences.  Undoubtedly, provision
should be made in such a measure that
the tribunal before which any extra-
dited person should be sent, should be
one of such a status as to prevent the
possibility of aninjustice being done
him. No person in such circumstances
should be tried before an insignificant

Sir Joun A. MACDONALD.
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court in a foreign country. They
were told that the attention of His Ex-
cellency’s Government had been
directed to some of the anomalies in the
Royal Commission and the Royal
instructions to the Governor General,
particularly with regard to the exercisc
of the Royal prerogative. Some anom-
alies certainly did exist, but he doubted
whether there was any particular ne-
cessity for dealing with that subject
now any more than at any former
period. These instructions had lasted for
very many years, and on a very recent
occasion they were utterly disregarded
and sct aside, and they could be set
aside again. His hon. friend who
moved the resolution had alluded to
some of the anomalies which were to
be cured by the negotiations referred
to in this paragraph. What these were,
they would not learn until the bill was
submitted to the House. While the
people of the Great West would be
seriously disappointed at the informa-
tion that the Pacific Railway was not to
be prosecuted immediately, he thought
other parts of the country would learn
with equal regret and equal disappoint-
ment, that the completion of the canal
system was to be postponed; and he
hoped and believed that before the ses-
sion closed sufficient arguments would
be used to hon. gentlemen opposite to
induce them to reconsider the position
they had apparently taken with respect
to these great works. It was in refer-
ence to that clause that he had called
the attention of the Premier to thc
desirability of an alteration being made
80 as to prevent the necessity of the
Opposition moving an amendment
to it. The latter portion of that
paragraph stated ¢ that though expec-
‘““tations are entertained that the outlay
“may ultimately be repaid to the
‘“ country, it may be advisable not to
“press all the works contemplated in
¢ the earlier years of Confederation to
‘““completion at present.” Now,a good
many hon. members felt that if it were
at all possible, though there had been
a considerable outlay, and though there
would have to be a considerable addi-
tional outlay, yet these works should
be now pressed to completion. The
depression which existed in the country,
which was noticed by his hon. friend
the mover of the resolution, which
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could not be denied, which wasobvious
to everybody, and which he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was afiraid there was no
immediate hope of dispelling, had
caused a great want of employment
among our people; and if ever there
were a time when not only these works
but also the Pacific Railway and other
large public works should be pressed
forward as fast as possible, now was the
time. Our towns were filled with
people craving for employment, asking
leave totoil, willing to labour, and now,
when the families of these people were
starving, the works should be pressed
to completion. Another reason why
this should be done was, that in conse-
quence of the want of employment,
and in consequence of thefallin prices,
these works could be constructed infin-
itely cheaper now than years hereafter,
when the prosperity, which his hon.
friend prophesied would arrive, was on
us, and we were cnjoying the advan-
tages of it. With returning prosperity,
the price of labour and of materials
would rise, and if he (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) were going to move an amend-
ment to the resolution, which he hoped
not to be obliged to do, he should move
that they hoped, notwithstanding the
depression which now cxisted, and
notwithstanding the outlay which had
already been made on these works, the
Government would be able to complete
them at an early date. He had hoped
that with the credit Canada possessed,
and enjoying as we did the advantages
of the able financing of the Minister of
Finance, that gentleman would have
been able to contrive some means
whereby, without unduly burdening
the revenue of the country, the Govern-
ment could complete these works. It
was worth while for the Government
to strain every nerve to assist the
country in this way out of its present
depressed state, and he would deeply
regret—and he had no doubt the House
and the country would also regret—if
the condition of the revenue would not
admit of the expenditure. The House
was glad to know that the traffic on the
Intercolonial had been 8o considerable.
The Opposition was sure that the fact
that the road had been so successful
must give the greatest satisfaction to
the Premier, because of the vindication
1t afforded of the prophecy and defence
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of the route he made in 1865. It must
be a great gratification to the Premier,
as it was to him (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) that the expectations both of
them had formed in that respect
had been more than fulfilled. Every
Canadian and lover of his country
must have felt gratified at the success
of Canada at the Philadelphia Exhibi-
tion, as it had shown notonly to the rest
of the world but to Canadians, what the
Dominion could do in arts and manu-
factures. At the same time it was
true that the advantage Canada had
gained, so far as the United States
market was concerned, was very little.
Mr. Bright had said, two yecars before,
that it was not much use sending
manafactures to an exhibition in a
country which practically excluded all
forcign manufactures from its markets.
It had proved that the Dominion
gained little, if anything, by exhi-
biting, so far as American trade was
concerned ; and, indeed, if our display
had had one effect on the Americans
more than another, it was that of mak-
ing the manufacturers resist more than
ever before any alteration in the tariff
of their country. But while the
advantage in tho United States market
had not been great, the advantage of
exhibiting our goods at the place
to which people from all parts of the
world resorted, had been marvellous,
and he joined with the hon. member
for South Wellington in congratulating
the country and the Housc and our
manufacturers on opening new fields in
other parts of the world than the conti-
nent of North America: He would in
that connection make a single remark
about the compliment that was paid to
the energics and wisdom of the Com-
missioners in charge of the arrange-
ments. There were various opinions
held with reference to them. It was
believed that some were good and some
were not 5o good, and it might be said
that if the exhibition, so far as Canada
was concerned, had been a success, 1t
had been a success notwithstanding
the obstructions placed in the way of
the exhibitors by some or one of the
Commissioners. With reference to the
paragraph relating to the exhibition at
Sydney, it might be considered by some
a verbal criticism to say that the para-
graph was rather too much in the
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Queen Elizabethan style, stating as it
did that the Government had made the
arrangements and the House would

ay the bill. The paragraph might
Eave stated that the oconsent of the
House to the arrangements as well as
to the provision for the arrangements
would be avked. e was certainly
glad to find that, notwithstanding the
loss of rovenue consequent on the
diminution of our importations,
the reductions effected during the
current year had gone far to restore
the equilibrium between income and
oxpenditure. The question as to how
farithad gone torestore an equilibrium,
the House would learn by and bye, and
whether it. had restored the equili-
brium, or whether there was a deficit.
If the latter, they would bear the
announcement with all the resignation
possible. The House was glad that
considerable reductions had  been
effected during the year; but in what
direction these reductions had been
made, of course hon. members did not
know. Perhaps they had been effected
by the dismissal of some of the nu-
merous clerks, messengers, and servants
of the Government of whom the hon.
Premier had complained so loudly,

so strenuously, and so eloquently
as having blocked up all the
avenues to the public offices. But

if it had been in this direction
that the reduction had been made,
perhaps it would be found that the
officers who had been left have had
additions to their salaries by way of
bonus or otherwise in order to spur
them 1o accomplish the extra work
imposed upon them. Everybody must

reo with the regret expressed by
His Excellency,that he was unable to
announce any progress in obtaining a
settlement of the Fishery claims
under the Washington Treaty. He
(Sir John A. Macdonald) was glad to
learn that the Government had been
making, and would continue to make,
efforts in that direction. The Speech
did not mention the nature of these
cfforts, but no doubt in due course
they would be made known. He
hoped, with the hon. gentleman who
had moved the resolution, that if
the (Government of the TUnited
States as iv now exists, did not, during
the short period which remains for its
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cxistence, remove the stigma it had
cast upon the good faith of the Ameri-
can people by positively refusing to
carry out the provisions of the Treaty,
the incoming Government would be
more sensible of the good reputation
of the United States and their duty
towards Canada. He was glad to see
that in drafling the answer to the
paragraph with regard to the Treaty
with the Indians, the House was called
upon to confirm the policy of the con-
cossions made to the Indians. Of course
everybody agreed that His Excellency
in conforming to the judicious aud
humane course which the British Gov-
ernment adopted and which the Cana-
dian Government had followed, was
adopting the proper course, and hon.
gentlemen could depend on it that on
the Opposition side of the House
cordial support would be given to every
measure which was calcalated to grant
to the Indians their rights. The only
question which could arise on the
matter was whether the concessions
had been politic and just, for no matter
what length they went so long as they
did not exceed the bounds of justice,
both sides of the House would agree to
them. He hoped the Premier in the
course of his reply would favour the
House with some explanations with
respect to the Ministerial changes that
had taken place since last session. The
personnel of his hon. friends opposite
was very frequently changed. Some
old faces were among them this session,
but others had gone. Evidently the
hon. gentlemen of the Ministry could
not help feeling that they had not an
abiding city there. Thoy disappeared
ono by one. Some went to the west
and some to the east, and they remind-
ed him strongly of the expression of
Burke, “ When I consider these changes,
I can only think what shadows we are.
and what shadows we pursue.” They
still saw the faces of the Premier and
the Minister of Justice, who, probably,
would get on very well together during
the present session. No doubt they
would give every consideration to any
criticisms offered by the Opposition,
and if they adopted that course he
promised that, while their adminis-
tration of public affairs would receive
full and ample criticism, they would
not meet with any factious obstruction
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at the hands of Her Majesty’s Opposi-
tion,

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
observed from the construction of the
Address that it was not intended to
commit any member to the mainte-
nance or defence of any position taken
by the Government. He would pro-
pose a slight change in the paragraph
regarding canal works, referred to by
the leader of the Opposition. The
complaint of Lenten fare made by that
right hon. gentleman was not a new
one. 1t had been made on several oc-
casions when that hon. gentleman was
leader of the Government. It was re-
peated last session; but there was this
much to besaid in favour of the present
Administration, that when they pro-
mised a dish it was presented, and not
withdrawn until disposed of. On the
other hand, the right hon. gentleman
on several occasions presented a bill of
fare, not a single prominent dish of
which ever reached itsintended desti-
nation. Some of hisdishes were pre-
sented 1n 80 revolting a shape that the
Opposition were compelled to improve
them, and then the right hon. gentle-
man swallowed them himself.

Mr. BOWELL : Was that the reason
why the Insurance Bill was withdrawn
last session ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was with-
drawn out of deference to the represen-
tations of almost the entire body of
representatives of English companies.
He concurred with the remarks of the
hon. member for Kingston that the duty
of'the Opposition was to criticise the ad-
ministrative as well as the legislative
acts ot the Government, and the right
hon. gentleman and his friends had
hitherto performed that portion of their
duty, whatever they might have done
in other directions. Tho Speech from
the Throne contained several points
which the Government were not bound
to refer to, but they desired to be per-
fectly frank, and to communicate
various matters in such amanneras to
convey more or less the intentions
and views of the Administration. With
regard 10 Indian treaties, the right hon.
member for Kingston complained last
Year that reference was not made in
the Speech from the Throne of Treaty
No. 4 having been made with the In-
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dians, and further that the treaty was
not made subject to the ratification of
Parliament. He (Mr. Mackenzie) took
the ground at the tume that in treating
with Indians it must pe remembered
that they are a peculiarly sensitive peo-
ple, and never forget any part of an
obligation undertaken by the Govern-
ment. It could not be expected of those
nomadic tribes to agree to have a treaty
made with them subject to the ratifica-
tion of Parliament. The Government
had therefore proceedod in the usual
way, and he might urge as a further
justification that they had pursued the
same course as was pursued by the
leader of the Opposition when in office,
and he hoped the right hon. gentleman
would not go back on himself.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : 1
raised no objection.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the .right
hon. gentleman did not raise the objec-
tion to-day, but last session. Mention
was accordingly made in the Speech
that a new treaty had been made, that
His Excellency had been advised to
ratify it, and that the treaty would be
laid on the table as soon as possible.
It was very difficult to communicate
regularly and rapidly with Commis-
sioners who were in treaty with Indians
several hundreds of miles west of the
present line of settlement in regard to
matters which might arise m the
course of the negotiations, and, there-
fore, the Commissioners must be treated
with a good deal of consideration. The
right hon. leader of the Opposition
knew who the Commissioners were,
and had ample confidence in the wis-
dom and discretion of one of them.
Some provisions were inserted in the
new treaty which were not contained
in former treaties, and the allusion was
specific to that point; but considering
all the circumstances, the Government
did not feel that it would be wise or
expedient, perhaps not just, to interfere
with the ratification of the treaty as
made by the Commissioners appointed
by the Government. With regard to the
Extradition Treaty, which was a sub-
ject chiefly in the hands of legal gentle
men, he would not =ay more than to
entirely dispute the position taken by
the leader of the Opposition, that it
was necessary for the Government to

.
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exercise any discretion in judging of
the kind of tribunals which were to try
criminals extradited in other countries.
That would be assuming a position be-
yond our just rights, and one which
should not be asserted by any Govern-
ment. With regard to the suggestion
that any communication made by Lord
Dufferin to the Imperial Government
upon the advice of his advisers, when
in British Columbia, should be laid be-
fore the House, the right hon. member
for Kingston might rest assured that
his present advisers had given His
Excellency no advice which they were
afraid to communicate to the House,
and further, that His Excellency knew
what was due to the constitutional
position which he occupied. As to the
right hon. gentleman’s remarks about
public works he (Mr. Mackenzie) sug-
wested last session the possibility of
temporarilyavoiding the construction of
certain parts of the general canal sys-
tem, and yet not interfere materially,
if at all, with the stream of travel
which the Welland Canal, when com-
pleted, might be expected to carry to
the ocean ports. It would be for the
Government to consider what portion
of the work could be temporarily de-
layed in order to ease the pressure
upon the public treasury, while
fulfilling all the conditions of the
scheme proposed by the Lon. member
for Kingston and his Administration.
The Government had been fully alive
to the advisability of doing all the
work 1t was possible to undertake at
such a time as the present and during
the past two years, and it must be ad-
mitted that it was impossible to proceed
more rapidly than the Government
had done in the prosecution of the two
main branches of the public works
referred to. The Lachine Canal was
entirely under contract, and the
Welland Canal was all but entirely
under contract, and was proceeding
more rapidly than was anticipated,
from the fact that contractors were
able to procurc labour cheaper than two
or three years ago. The fullest infor-
mation respecting the canal works
would be given to the House at a
future period. He proposed to alter
the clanse of the resolution regarding
canal works trom *We feel with His
Excellency that it may be considered
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advisable not to press* all the works
contemplated in the earlier years of
Confederation to completion at pres-
ent,” to “We will give our best atten-
tion to the suggestions of His Excellen-
cy, &e.”

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That:
will meet the point.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the right
hon. leader of the Opposition had
remarked that the Government had
first acted in regard to the Sydney
Exhibition, and afterwards asked the
House to make provision. That was
quite true. . And it was also true that
his (Mr. Mackerzie’s) desire in that
and other matters was to obtain the
sanction of Parliament to any under-
taking before it was entered upon,
whenever it was possible. But the
right hon. gentleman would readily
understand that if Canada were to be
represented at Sydney Exhibition, it
was necessary to take action before the
meeting of Parliament. The Govern-
ment did not expect the expenditure
to be very large, and he believed from
the expressions of public opinion which
had reached them from all parts of the
Dominion that the course of the Gov-
ernment would be approved by the
House. He regretted the opinion
expressed by the right hon. member

| for Kingston that the success of Canada

at the Philadelphia Exhibition 'was in
spite of rather than in consequence of
our Commissioners. It wasimpossible
to please everybody, and to avoid diffi-
culties arising with exhibitors who had
complaints to make; but those who had
given some attention to the matter
knew well the devotion manifested and
the amount of labour performed by two
of these gentlemen, and the patience,

erseverance and wisdom of Senator

erry could not well be excelled. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) mentioned the name of
Senator Penny specially, he being a
member of the other branch of the Le-
gislature, and a gentleman who cheer-
fully gave his time to the accomplish-
ment of that national object. He could
not concur in the opinion expressed by
the leader of the Opposition, that it was
little use sending Canadian goods to
the ; Centennial, so far as regards
American trade,the United States tariff
cxcluding the greater portion of Do.
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minion products. There had been an
impression prevailing throughout the
United States, and to a certain extent
in Canada, that the Dominion manu-
factures were more or less inferior in
point of construction to those of the
neighbouring Republic. The Exhibi-
tion had proved, at all events, to Cana-
dians and citizens of the United States,
that our farmers and manufacturers
were quite able to compete with their
American rivals, and it was important
to have been able to disabuse the pub-
lic minds on both sides of the line, par-
ticularly on the southern side, of that
impression. Canada had vindicated
her claim not only to equality, but to

superiority in a very large number of

the products exhibited, and most cor-
«ial representations in that direction
had been made to him by gentlemen
occupying high positions in the United
States department. Explanations in
regard to Ministerial changes he would
make to the House on Monday. As to
Ministerial changes, he was afraid the
stability of the late Administration
was not attained, if it was sustained
by having the same gentlemen con-
stantly in office. The right hon. leader
of the Opposition seemed to complain
that members of the present Govern-
ment had gone east, west, and perhaps,
as Byron said of the hou. gentleman’s
countrymen, everywhere but north,
and the hon. gentleman spoke as if it
were a crime to depart for other scenes
of labour. The right hon. gentleman
and his organ appeared to take the
ground that the Administration was
bound to make all appointments from
the ranks of its opponents. A long
list was made up of the number of per-
sons appointed and the salaries received
Yearly by members of the Adminig-
tration, as if such was morally or
legally wrong. No member of the
Opposition when he (Mr. Mackenzie)
was on that side of the House took
that ground. The right hon. gentle-
man has said that a good deal of the
<€conomy alluded to in the speech had
been achieved through the dismissal of
clerks and messengers who thronged
the public departments when he left
office. They did dismiss a large num-
ber of such officials, who had been ap-
pointed by the right hon. gentleman
shortly before resigning office. The
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right hon. gentleman appeared to
think thata great many of those left in
their appointments should have been
dismissed. He (Mr. Mackenzie) be-
lieved that when an officer was ap-
pointed, nothing should cause his dis-
missal except misconduct, and if the
Government had not carried out the
right hon. gentleman’s idea of what
they ought to have done, it was because
they had amore tender feeling than the
right hon. gentleman for officials.
Nevertheless, if the right hon. member
for Kingston had made his suggestion
two or three sessions ago, perhaps in re-
spect to the distinguished position ke
held in the House and the country, the
Government might have considered
how far they could comply with his
wish. He had no objection to the right
hon. gentleman’s criticisms, and joined
with him very cordially in complhiment-
ing higshon. friend the member tor South
Wellington on the admirable speech he
delivered in moving the address. His
hon. friend the member for Iberville
had long been known as a public man;
his ability and power of speech were
well known and needed no compliment.
He quite agreed with his right hon.
friend that the seconder of the Address
discharged his duty with very great
ability. He trusted, in the words of
the closing paragraph of His Excel-
lency’sspeech, that their Jabours would
be conducive to the prosperity of the
country and the unity of the people, and
he promised, on the part of the Govern-
ment, every consideration to those who
were in a4 minority in the House, and
that they would endeavour to do all
that could fairly be asked of them in
matters relating to public affairs; and
he invited any criticisms that hon.
gentlemen opposite might choose to
offer, especially that their criticisms
made out of doors with such freedom
might be repeated by those hon, mem-
bers from their places in the House.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he desired, be-
fore the resolution was passed, to allude
to one or two points contained in the
Speech from the Throne. The mover
and seconder of the Address, in refer-
ring to-Canada’s exhibit at the Phila-
delphia Exhibition, might have spoken
of it as the exhibit made by Canada
and DBritish Columbia, because already
British Columbia had been treated in
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such a way as to warrant that distine-
tion.

An HON. MEMBER—The Province
has not yet seceded.

Mr. DeCOSMOS said the days or
weeks were few before the Legislature
of the Province would ask the Imperial
Parliament, which united British Col-
umbia with Canada, to use its power to
release the Province from the Dom-
inion, unless the GGovernment was pre-
pared to do the work that the people
of Canada had promised to perform.
‘When they remembered that the Pro-
vince entered the Dominion in 1872;
that before the declaration of Union
the Government of the day sent sur-
veyors into the Province to commence
surveys for works connected with
carrying out the terms of Union; that
in the summer of 1873 a certain line
was declared to be the line of the Pacific
Railway ; that in the autumn of that
year the present Administration came
into power; that the Government,
though there had been ample time, had
not commenced to build tho railway;
that the Government went on their
knees to the Province and asked for
new terms; that when the ambassa-
dor’s proposal was refused, the Gov-
ernment agreed with Loord Carnarvon
to commence the building of the rail-
way ; that the Government had not
done anything to carry out that agree-
ment; that a noble person was sent to
British Columbia, as the London
Standard had said, “to offer that
Province fifty cents on the dollar:” it
was evident the Government had not
acted in a straightforward manner.
He was prepared to prove before a
Committee of the House that the
statement in the Speech regarding the
Pacific Railway was shown to be false
by the words of the Chief Engineer,
who had traversed the Province. He
(Mr. DeCosmos) would not probably
have interrupted the usualand ordinary
proceedings which obtain when the
reply to the Speech from the Throme
is under discussion, but that he well
remembered reading in a despatch
sent by the Premier and his colleagues
to England, that the members for Bri-

tish Columbia never objected to
the insertion of the taxation re-
solution in the bill of 1874.
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He now took occasion to denounce such
conduct, so that the Government
should no longer be able to send des-
patches to England, stating that the
members for British Columbia had ve-
mained silent and heard such a state-
ment made in the reply to the Specch,
without saying a word. The true
route for the Pacific Railway had been
already scttled. The statement con-
tained in the Speech from the Throne
was: “ That it has not been found pos-
“ sible as yet, to complete the location
“ of the line, and that His Excellency
“ has consequently been obliged to
‘“ postpone the inviting of tenders for
‘“1its construction on the terms indi-
“ cated by the Act of 1874.” He
found, however, in the report of Rail-
way Surveys in the western or moun-
tainous region, by Mr. Marcus Smith,
the following statement :—

¢ All the surveys projected for the season
have been complet,ej), and the following are
the results :—

1. A complete trial location line from the
Provincial boundary, at the summit of
Yellow Head Pass in the Rocky Mountains,
to Waddington Harbour, at the head of Bute
Inlet, a distance of 546 miles.”

That extract contained a direct con-
tradiction of the statement embodied
in the Speech from the Throne There
was a line proposed by hon. gentlemen
of the Opposition when in power, and
there was a line proposed by the Pre-
mier when he sent Mr. Edgar to British
Columbia, and when in 1874 hc was
prepared to go to work and bauild
the road, expending one million and a
balf annually on the main line. Yet,
though threc years have elapsed, a
statement appeared in the Speech from
the Throne, that it had not been found
possible to complete the location of the
line. The hon. leader of the Govern-
ment found it, however, quite an easy
and convenient matter to build the
portion of the Pacific Railway from
Thunder Bay to Winnipeg. In pro-
ceeding with the construction of the
road in British Columbia, the Govern-
ment should first find its ocean port
and terminas, and from that point
carry its surveys eastward. It was
well known from the Admiralty
and Merchant Marine authorities that
we have no port on the Pacific, except-
ing Esquimault, capable of competing
with San Francisco. The only other
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good port was Alberni.  The Govern-
ment, therefore, should have com-
menced at Esquimault, whatever might
be the course followed on the main-
land. The natural route was by way
of Bute Inlet to Vancouver Island.
The idea that Vancouver Island was an
ordinary island was a mistake; no
island of equal size was so near the
mainland of a continent, the distance
at one point not exceeding that from
(Juebec to Levis. He desired to enter
his protest against the action of the
‘Government on the Pacific Railway
question. If the Government were
able, when Mr. Edgar visited British
Columbia, to declare, that, if cortain
concessions were made, they would
commence the railway at once on Van-
couver Island, they could do the same
work now; but the Speech from the
Throne announced that there was no
line located on which to commence
construction.  All the Government
Lad to do was to commence work on
the railway from Esquimault and after-
wards find their line on tho main-
land. The statement in the Speech
that a Bill would be submitted *for
“amending and consolidating the laws
“ relating to Customs” might mean
cither Protection or Free Trade. He
sincerely hoped hon. members would
receive additional light on the subject
at an early day.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said the
remarks in the Speech from the Throne
with regard to the Pacific Railway,
taken in connection with the statements
made in the House in previous sessions
by the Premier, as to the condition of
the surveys, amounted to a direct ab-
rogation of the terms of Union between
Canada and British Columbia. Two
years ago the’Premier stated that only
4 small portion of the line remained to
belocated. Last year it was announced
that the line was located except at
1Wo points, and now it was stated that
the Government had not been able to
vomplete the surveys. The opinion
held in British Columbia was that the
Government intended to continue the
policy of delay from year to year, and
that the railway across the mountains
—the railway for which British Colum-
bia entered the Dominion—would not
be built. He entered his protest
againt the gross violation of the terms
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of Union which had been brought be-

fore the House to-day.

The first and subsequent paragraphs
of the proposed Address, being read the
second time, were severally agreed to.

On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
the said Resolution was referred to a
Select Committee, composed of Messrs.
Mackenzie, Blake, Smith (Westmore-
land), Cauchon, Vail, Guthrie and
Béchard.

Mr. MACKENZIE, from the said
Committee, reported the draft of an
Address, and the same being read the
second time, was agreed to, and is as
follows : —

“To His Excellency the Right Honourable
Sir Frederick Temple, Earl of Dufferin,
Viscount and Baron Clandeboye of
Clandeboye, in the County Down, in
the Peerage of the United Kingdom,
Baron Dufferin and Clandeboye, of
Ballyleidy and Killeleagh, in the
County Down, in the Peerage of Ire
land, and a Baronet, Knight of the
Most Ilustrious Order of Saint Patricks
Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, and Knight Com-
mander of the Most Honouraf»]e Order
of the Bath, Governor General of
Canada, and Vice-Admiral of the same,
ete., ete., ete.

¢ May 11 PLEASE Your ExceLLeyey

“We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
enbjects, the Commons of Canada, in Par-
liament assembled, humbly thank Your
Excellency for your gracious Speech at the
opening of the present Session.

s«We are grateful to Your Excellency for
having again summonel us to meet for the
despatch of business, at the time which is
best suited to the convenience of members.

«We have learned with pleasure that
during the recess, Your Excellency visited
the province of British Columbia, and had
much eatisfaction in becoming acquainted
with the people of that interesting part of
the Dominion, and with the climate and
resources of their Province

¢¢We thank Your Excellency for the
information that the surveys of the Pacific
Railway have been prosecuted with the
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utmost vigour and at a larger cost during the
past than in any previous year, and that j;
has not been found possible, as yet, to
complete the location of the line, and that
Your Excellency has consequently been
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
for its constructiou on the terms indicated
by the Act of 1874, and that a further
correspondence on the subjects at issue
between Your Excellency’s Government
and British Columbia will be laid before us.

“We are glad to learn that during the
recent suspension of the Extradition
arrangements with the United States, Your
took that the impor-
to Canada of a speedy resump-
tion of these arrangements should be
represented to Her Majesty’s Government,
whose atteation has Deen further invited to
the expediency of largely extending the
provisions of the existing Treaty; and to be
informed that while the operation of the
Treaty has been resumed, negotiations are

Ixcellency
tance

care

in progress for a convention, more liberal
and better suited to the circumstances of
the two countries.

‘¢ We receive with eatisfaction the intelli-
gence that the attention of Your Excellency’s
Government having been directed to some
anomalies in the Royal Commission and
Royal Instructions to the Governor General,
particularly with regard to the exercise of
he Prerogative of Pardon, steps have been
taken towards the amendment of these
instruments, and that papers on thissubject,
as well as on that of the Extradition ques-
tion, will be Jaid before us.

¢« We receive with pleasure Your Excel-
lency’s assurance, that the great public
works connected with the St. Lawrence
navigation, and the Canals required to com-
plete the system, have been prosecuted with
success during the past year; and that
nearly all the works on the Welland and
Lachine Canals bave been placed under
contract on terms favourable to the country,
We recognize the fact that tlie active prose-
cution of these works during the last three
vears has necessarily increased the public
debt ; and we will give cur best considera-
tion to the suggestion of Your Excellency»
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that though expectations are entertained
that the outlay may ultimately be repaid to
the country, it may be advisable not to press
all the works, contemplated in the earlier
years of Confederation, to completion at
present.

““We are happy to know that the Inter-
colonial Railway was opened for traffic,
throughout its entire length, early in the
summer, with as favourable results as could
have been expected ; and that one of the
immediate advantages of the completion of
the Railway was the delivery and reception
of the British Mails at Halifax after the
closing of the St. Lawrence ; and that up to
the present time mails and passengers have
been successfully carried over the line
without any interruption.

“We feel with Your Excellency that the
exhibition of Canadian products, manufac-
tures, and works of art at the United States
National Lxposition at Philadelphia, was
eminently successful, and proclaimed to the
world that Canada has already taken s high
place as a farming, manufacturing and
mining country; that it is gratifying to us
to learn that the expenditure was kept well
within the estimate; and that we rejoice to
know that in Your Excellency’s view, th®
success achieved by the enterprise of our
people was largely aided by the emergy and
wisdom of the Commissioners who had
charge of the arrangements.

“We agree with Your Excellency that it
was advisable in the interest of the country
to make arrangements for exhibiting Cana
dian products at the Exhibition to be held at
Sydney, New South Wales, and that we shal
not fail to give our best consideration to any
proposal for a provision for this purpose
which may be recommended to us.

¢ We are glad toreceive Your Excellency’s
assurance that notwithstanding the loss of
revenue, consequent chiefly on the dimi-
nution of our importations, the reductions
effected during the current year have gone
far to restore theequilibrium between income
and expenditure; though we are aware that
great economy will still be needful to attain
this object. :

“We share Your Excellency’s regret that
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Your Excellency is still unable to #nnounce
any progress in obtaining a settlement of the
Fishery claims under the Washington Treaty,
potwithstanding the efforts made by Your
Excellency’s Government to secure the re-
sult.

“We learn with satisfaction that Your
Excellency’s Commissioners have made fur-
ther treaty arrangements with certain of the
Indian tribes of the North-West Territories,
by which their title is extinguished to a very
large portion of the Territories west of Treaty
No. 4. We thank Your Excellency for inform-
ing usthat although some of the provisions og
this Treaty are of a somewhat onerous and
exceptional character, Your Excellency has
thought it pevertheless advisable, on the
whole, to ratify it, and that this Treaty will
be placed before us; and that Your Excel-
Iency has made an engagement to negotiate
a Treaty with the remaining tribes least of
the Rocky Mountains.

“We feel with Your Excellency that
although the expenditure incurred by the
Indian Treaties 18 undoubtedly large, yet
that the Canadian policy is nevertheless the
cheapest ultimately, if we compare the
results with those of other countries; and
that it is above all, a humane, just and
Christian policy.

¢ We rejoice to know that notwithstanding
the deplorable war waged between the Indian
tribes in the United States Territories, and
the Government of that country, during the
last year, no difficulty has arisen with the
Canadian tribes living in the immediate
vieinity of the scene of hostilities.

““ We ghall not fail to consider the expe-
diency of making such changes in the Joint
Stock Companies Act as may obviate for
the future the passage of special Acts of
Parliament for the incorporation of various
classes of Companies, including such corpo-
rations as seek to engage in the borrowing
and lending of money, by providing for taeir
organization by Letters Patent.

“We are well pleased to learn that the
desirability of affording additional security
to policy holders of Life Assurance Com-
panies has engaged the attention of Your
Excellency’s Government, and that we trast
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the measure which will be submitted will
accomplish the desired object.

¢ We shall give our attentive consideration
to any measure submitted to us for the pur-
pose of extending to the navigation of the
great inland waters, rights and remedies at
present confined to waters within the juris-
diction of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty, as
well as to any meacure for amending and
consolidating the laws relating to Customs.

¢ We think, with Your Excellency, that it
is advisable to provide for the permanent
progecution of the Geological Survey, which
has heretofore been carried on under tempo-
rary enactments, and to make this a distinet
branch of the Civil Service; and that we
shall give our best attention to any Bill laid
before us for that purpose.

¢ We ghall fully consider any measures
submitted to us for the amendment of the
Weights and Measures Act, the Excise Laws,
and other Acts, and also any Bill relating to
Shipping. -

¢ We thaak Your Excellency for the assu-
1ance that the accounts of the past year will
be laid before us, and that the Eatimates of
the next financial year which will also be
submit‘ed, will, as Your Excellency trusts,
be found t> be framed with a view to meet
the existing circumstances of the country,
while, at the same time, providing for carry-
ing on the administration of affairs with
eficiency.

¢ Your Excellency may rest assured that
we shall earneetly endeavour to justify Your
Excellency’s reliance on our prudence and
ability, and our devotion to the work of
Legislation, which, we trust, may be carried
on and completed in such a way, as to
minister to the prosperity of the country, and
the unity of the people.”

The Address was then ordered to Le
engrossed, and to be presented to His
Excellency by Members of the Privy
Council. .

SUPPLY.

Resolved, That this House will, on
Monday next, resolve itself into a com-
mittee to consider of a Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.
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WAYS AND MEANS.

Resolved, That this House will, on
Monday next, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of the Ways and

Means for raising the Supply to be 1

granted to Her Majesty.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE
DEBATES.

QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved the ad-
journment of the House. -

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD asked
the leader of the Government if he
proposed to make any attempt to ob-
tain an accurate report of the debates
of this House during the present ses-
sion, or whether independent action
would have to be taken in the matter
by tho House. If not, he would give
notice that on Monday next he would
move that the subject be taken into
consideration.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment did not last year undertake any-
thing in regard to the reporting. e
had been informed by his hon. friend

from West Middlesex that he had given :

notice to-day, as he had given the
second day of the session last year, of
a motion for a Select Committee on
Monday next, so that the matter had
already been taken up in the same man-
ner as last session.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that it the House were fully in charge
of the whole subject, it could decide
immediately whether they werc to have
a Hansard this session or not. If action
were not taken at once in the matter,
the session would be so far gone that a
full and accurate report of the debates
could not be obtained. He gave the
notice to which he had referred.

House adjourned at
Six ¢’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 12th Feb., 187Y.
The Speaker took the chair at Throe
o’clock.
NEW MEMBER INTRODUCED.

DarvroN McCarray, Fsq.,, Member
for the Electoral District of the County

Mr. MACKENZIE.
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of Cardwell, having previously taken
the oath according to law; and sub-
scribed the roll containing the same,
took his scat in the House.

REPORTS.

Mr. LAFLAMME laid before the
House,—Report, Returns and Statistics
of the Inland Revenues of the Dominion
of Canada for the fiscal year ended
30th June, 1876.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid before the
House,—Public Accounts of Canada
for the fiscal year ended 30th June,
1876.

INSOLVENT ACTS REPEAL BILL.

FIRST READIN(.

Mr. BARTHE introduced a Bill
(No. 2) to repeal the Insolvent Acts
now in force in the Dominion of
Canada.

Bill read the first time.

CANADIAN SURGEONS IN ALLAN
STEAMSHIPS.

QUESTION.

Mr. BROUSE asked if the attention
of the Government had been called to
a notification of the Imperial Board of
Trade to the English agents of the
Allan Line of steamers, that henceforth
none of that Company’s ships carrying
passengers would be allowed to clear at
the Custom House, unless the surgeons
had graduated inone of the colleges in
either England, Ireland or Scotland ;
—if so, did such notification carry
executive authority ? Also, had the
Government taken the necessary action
to correct this insult—an insult alike
offensive to the Canadian medical
graduates and the Universities of our
Dominion ?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): The
attention of the Government has been
called to the fact that an order has
been issued by the Board of Trade to
the cffect spoken of by the hon. gentle-
man. We have, however, had no
authentic official information thatsuch
is the fact. A communication was
sent by Sir Hugh Allan to MecGill
College, Montreal, and from them we
received a copy of his letter, which
would appear to furnish evidence that
some such steps have been taken by
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the Board of Trade. We received the
communication on the 24th January,
and on the 25th, an Order in Council
was passed protesting against such a
course. That was forwarded to Eng-
land, and, I suppose, has been received
by the Board of Trade by this time.
In reference to the second part of the
question, I may say that the Board of
Trade is a branch of the Executive
Government of England, and an order
emanating from it, would, I presume,
carry with it the force of executive
authority.

MANITOBA BATTALION CLAIMS.

QUESTION,

Mr. SNIDER, in the absence of Mr.
Syrra (Selkirk), asked whetber the
Go.ernment had considered the claims
for compensation put forward by
Charles William Allen, R. A. W. Rolpb,
Henry Walker and other non-commis-
sioned officers and men discharged from
the Manitoba Provisional Battalion of
Infantry ?

Mr. VAIL: The Government have
considered the claims of that force,
and, upon the facts submitted up to
the present time, they see no reason to
deviate from the conclusion arrived at
when the mattor was before the De-
partment last antumn.

REGISTRATION OF SHIPPING.

QUESTION.

Mr. CHEVAL asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
amend Section 14 of the ¢ Act relating
to Shipping, and for the Registration,
Inspection and classification thereof,”
36 Victoria, chapter 128, to wit :—

“14. No ship duly registered under the
Fro\jlslon.s of the said ‘ Act respecting the
‘E('glstratlon of Inland Vessels,” forming
chapter 41 of the Consolidated Statutes of
the late Province of Canada, before the day
on which this Act takes etfect, need be regis-
tered after that day, in pursuance of the
provisions of this Act, except for the pur-

se of enabling her to proceed to ses as a

ritish ship.”

_ By this section, very great injustice
is done to vessels built since the passing
of the said Act, inasmuch as in the
various canals, of two steamboats of
the same tonnage, the one only pays
32 cents, while the other is unjustly
compeiled to pay $1.95.
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Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the Government telt this subject to be
one of importance, and it certainly
appeared to involve injustice. The
Government were now considering the
matter, and the probability was that
some measure would be submitted to
redress what seemod to be a grievance.

SITE OF QUEBEC GRAVING
DOCK.

QUESTION.

Mr. FRECHETTE asked if the
Government Chief Engineer had made
any report concerning the site of the
projected Graving Dock for the Har-
bour of Quebec.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes; the Chief
Engineer made a report about two
months ago.

IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED
STATES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. IRVING moved for a return
showing the gencral naturc and the
value of all the manufactured goods
imported into Canada from the United
States in the years 1874, 1875 and
1876.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES

Mr. MACKENZIE moved that a
special committee, composed of Sir
John A. Macdonald, Messrs. Mac-
kenzic, Smith (Westmoreland), Blake,
Holton, Tupper, and Masson be
appointed to prepare and report, with
all convenicent speed, lists of members
to compose the Select Standing Com-
mittees ordered by the House.

Motion agreed to.

NAVIGATION OF AMERICAN
WATERS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CURRIER moved for all corres-
pondence between the Dominion,
United States, and Tmperial Govern-
ments respecting the navigation of
American carals and rivers; also any
correspondence between the Govern-
ment and business firms or individuals
respecting the same.

Motion agreed to.
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PRAYERS IN THE HOUSE.
RESOLUTION.

Mr. MACDONALD
moved :

¢“That it be anforder of the House
that each day, and immediately after the
Speaker shall have taken the chair at three
o’clock in the afternoon, the prayers now
read daily in the Senate be read in this
chamber Ky such Chaplain as the Speaker
may appoint for that purpose, and in hie
absence by the Clerk of the House.”

He said he rose with a great deal of
diffidence to bring this matter beforve
this House, a diffidence produced by
the very great importance of the
subject, and a fear that he should fail
in presenting it with that clearness
and foree which the subject deserved.
He was quite satisfied that if he
should unhappily use any word that
would interfere with the prejudices
of any member of the Ilouse, it
would not be because he was not
influenced by a very strong desire not
to give utterance to a single senti-
ment that would grate upon the
feelings of any hon. member. He
had been very careful in the construc~
tion of this resolution. He could not
fancy that what was right in the
Senate could be wrong in the
Commons. He was not prepared to
believe that any member of this
House, whatever might be his religious
feelings, could be opposed to soliciting
the Divine guidance upon their
deliberations. He did not forget that
the House was composed of hon.
gentlemen differing in language, in
religion, and in race, buv neither
did he forget that the hon. members
of this House were ail Canadians,
and that Canadians were Christians,
He could not forget cither that there
were many in this House and out
of this House who regarded it as
dishonouring to them, that in the
deliberations of this House, upon
which so much of the happiness and
prosperity of this country depends,
God was not acknowledged. More-
over, he could not forget that
whatever might be the religions
opinions of members of this House,
there were none of them who ignored
the inspiration of God’s Word, and that
Word said that there are no powers
but what are of God and the nywers

Mr. CURRIER.

(Toronto)
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that be are ordained of God. The
hon. member quoted from the journals
to show that in 1792 a resolution was
passed in the Legislative Council of
the Province of Quebec, providing for
the prefacing of the proceedings of
the I}i)ouse daily with the reading of a
prayer by the Chaplain of the House,
and in his absence by the Clerk, a form
of prayer for the purpose having been
drawn up at the request of the House
by the Roman Catholic Bishop and the
Protestant Rector of the city of Quebec.
This prayer was used daily until the
union of the Provinces, when the form
now used in the Senate was introduccd
and made use of until 1866, and it was
then merely modified sufficiently to
meet the change in the circumstances
occasioned by Confederation. In Upper
Canada also the proceedings of the
Legislative Council were opened by
prayer until 1829, (the Chaplain being
a clergyman of the Church of England
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor)
when a vacancy occurred, he pre-
sumed, in consequence of the death of
the Chaplain, and it was ordered by
the House that, during the remainder
of that session, the prayer should be
said by the ministers of the various
denominations in the town of York.
which was done. At length, however.,
the House refused to receive a chaplain
of the Church of England, and the
system fell into disuse, very much to
the discredit, he thought, of all sec-
tions of the House. We lived in
times of greater catholicity, when the
sense of the country would demand
that in the House of Commons, as well
as in the Senate, their deliberations
should commence with the invoking of
God’s blessing. He did not think it
was anything for them to be proud of
in not having prayers said in this
House. They were an exception to
the legislatures ofall civilized countries
of which he had any acquaintance. He
had been influenced to put this motion
upon the paper from being present in
the House of Representatives in
Baltimore last May, and seeing that
the proceedings were there opened
with prayer. Following the Speaker
into the House was a gentleman clotbed
in a flowing robe, who proved to be the
Chaplain, and he opened the House
with prayer, the demeanour of mem-



Prayers [FEBRUARY
bers and the aspect of the whole pro-
ceedings being thoroughly devotional.
The form used was the same as in the
Dominion, with the exception of sub-
stituting the President for the Sovereign

and State for Province. He (Mr.
Macdonald) at that time resolved
that he would submit to the

Pominion House of . Commons the
motion he had proposed, and leave
the responsibility of accepting or
rejecting it with the House. From
inquiries made with respect to the
practice in the United States, he found
that the two Houses of Cougress elect
ministers of different denominations,
who alternately perform the duties of
Chaplain ; the Legislatures of many of
the States follow a similar course ; and
throughout the whole States the prac-
tice was well nigh universal. Whether
the prayer in this House should be
read by the Clerk, or whether it would
be best for the Speaker to read it, he
did not say; but he did say that hun-
dreds and thousands of the people of
this Dominion wanted and asked that
a prayer be read, and he did not think
that in following the precedent of the
Imperial Parliament in regard to this
matter they could go fur astray.
There, from time immemorial, prayers
had been read in the Lords by the
Junior Bishop, and in the Commons by
the Speaker’s Chaplain. In crder to
give the utmost latitude, he had framed
the motion in its present form. He
trusted that to-day they would, as a
deliberate body, discharge this duty,
which should have been discharged
before; a duty which they owe to
themselves, to their children, and to
the people of Canada, whose represen-
tatives they are.

Mr. MACKENZIE said so far as
the motion was concerned there could
be little question among members pre-
sent that what was proposed was a Chris-
tian duty. While it was not considered
necessary to open the deliberations of
all bodies with prayer, it was very plain
that the Legislature of the country
occupied a position somewhat different
to that occupied by municipal councils,
agricultural associations and corporate
bodies, and that members of Parlia-
ment had at heart the welfare of the
country in which they performed their
duties, and that in a higher scnse they
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were responsible to the Almighty. He
had always held those views, but
moreover, he had always been alive to
the difficulties in carrying on religious
services in an assembly composed
so largely of different denominations.
He did not know the proportion of
Catholic to Protestant members, or the
proportion of one denomination of Pro-
testants to another, but it was believed
that those denominational distinctions
might cause somedifficulty and jarring
in regard to public worship, which the
hon. member for Toronto Centre now
proposed for the first time lo introduce
into the Commons. The Governmeont
were paturally desirous of ascertain-
ing the views of hon. members, when
a matter was brought up which they
were disposed to treat with that solemn
feeling which must be associated with
everything connected with Divine wor-
ship, and of becoming acquainted with
the opinions of gentlemen of various
denominations and positions in the
House on the question.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he agreed with the remarks of those
who had spoken on the matter. He
felt as & body composed of represen-
tatives of a Christian country and
supposed to be Christians themselves,
that it was quite proper that the
blessing of the Almighty should be
invoked upon the acts of theLegislature.
Were this assembly composed entirely
of Protestants, although of wvarious
denominations, he fancied no practical
difficulty would arise, but difficulty
might arise from ibe fact that so large-
a proportion of the members were
Roman Catholics. He was not pre-
pared to say whether it would meet
their wishes that the motion should
carry in the terms in which it was
prepared. They formed so large and
important a body, and represented suclr
a larze community in the Dominion,
that their feelings and even their
prejudices should be respected; and
he felt that the very praiseworthy
object of the mover of the resolution
would be thwarted if by its adoption
the feelings of their Catholic friends
were wounded, and they were caused
to abstain from entering the House
during prayer. He did not know how
the difficulty was to be got over, but
he would advise that a conversation
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should take place in the House on the
matter and that it should be left to a
committee to inquire into and see how
it could be carried out.

Mr, MACKENZIE said he was about
to make the same suggestion. This
resolution practically involved the
adoption of a standing rule, and all
such resolutions had hitherto been
referred to a Select Commitice. His
hon. fricnd had mentioned that in the
Province of Quehec, the subject was
referred to a Committee, and he (Mr.
Mackenzic) found from enquiry that,
in some of the other Provinces where
a form of prayer had been adopted,
which was practically that used by the
Protestant Episcopal Church,the Catho-
lic members were in the habit of
remaining out of the House until it
was over. He thought the suggestion
of the hon. gentleman opposite should
therefore be adopted, and the matter
roferred to a Committee to report at
an carly day. Of course all religious
parties should be as fairly as possible
represented on such a committee.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that the debate should be ad-
Journed in order to carefully consider
who should constitute the committee.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
the few hon. gentlemen to whom he had
spoken on the subject had bcen mem-
bers of the Roman Catholic persuasion,
and they had, as a rule, expressed
their readiness to have a form of
prayer adopted. While he had every
desire to be influenced by the expres-
sions of the Premier on the oune hand
and the leader of the Opposition on the
other, he agreed to their suggestion
chiefly in order that nothing might be
hastily done which might conflict with
the prejudices of those who differed
from him.

Mr. HOLTON moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
he wished it to be distinetly understood
that the Committee was to be appointed
in order to decide on the form of
prayer—not to consider the advisa-
bility of having prayer.

Several HON. MEMBERS : No, no.

Sir Joun A. MacpoNaLD.
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Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto):
Then I cannot consent to the adjourn-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
hardly respectful for the House to in-
struct the Committee to decide on the
form. The ordinary course would be to
instruct them to report on she subject,
in which case there would be nothing
to prevent their reporting a form if
they chose. No doubt any Committee
the hon. gentleman named would be
accepted by the House.

Motion to adjourn Debate agreed to.

DOMINION DAM ON DEVIL
LAKE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in the
absence of Mr. JoxEs (South Leeds),
moved for copies of all Orders in
Council and all instructions or orders
from the Department of Public Works
relating to the destruction by force,
last July, of the dam called the
Dominion Dam, on Devil Lake, in the
County of Addington, and for copies of
all reports made by engineers or any
engineer or employé of the Govern-
ment, and [of all correspondence re-
lating to the said dam, its destraction
or reconstruction.

Motion agreed to.

FISHERY CLAUSES OF THE
WASHINGTON TREATY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for copies
of all correspondence in relation to the
settlement of the fishery clauses of the
Washington Treaty, between the Gov-
ernment of Canada and that of Great
Britain and between the Government
of Great Britain and the Government
of the United States, in relation to the
aforesaid subject; also cop'es of
instractions to Sir A.T. Galt and cor-
respondence with him npon the subject.
He said nearly six years had elapsed
since the Washington Treaty was sign-
ed. The American Government had
settled nearly every point involved in
the questions decided in the treaty. It
was not generally known that the
principal object and motive of entering
upon negotiations for the treaty, was
to obtain some settlement of the diffi-
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culties connected with the Canadian
fisheries. Senator Campbell was sent
by the Government of Sir John A.
Macdonald to England for the purpose
of obtaining, if possible, a settlement
of that question ; and it was in conse-
quence of the application made by the
Dominion Government to the Govern-
ment of Great Britain, that Her

Majesty’s Government avaziled them- |

selves of the opportunity to consider
various other questions at issue with
the United States at that time, which
yuestions were subsequently submitted
to a Commission, and an amicable
arrangement arrived at in regard to
them.  Although all other subjects
dealt with by the Commission, and in-
cluded in the treaty, had been settled,
the matter of the Canadian fisheries,
which was the original cause of the
treaty being framed, remain as far from
settlement as before the treaty was
signed. It was cxpected that the pro-
visions of the treaty would have been
carried out within a reasonable
time. but to the surprise of the
people of Canada, the fishery ques-
tion was now in a worsc posi-
tion than before the framing of the
treaty. He did not submit the motion
in a sense hostile to the Government,
but to enable them to lay such infor-
mation before the House as would
assure the country that all reasonable
steps had been taken—if they had been
taken—to bring that question in which
Canadians felt so much interest, to a
satisfactory adjustment. The treaty
gave the Americans the right to fish
in our waters for eleven years; six
years having elapsed, without any
steps having been taken to determine
the value of those fisheries, it was time
to ascertain whether the Americans
had resolved not to make Canada any
allowance or compensation for our
fishery rights. He observed that the
Government had laid on the table a
Minute of Council of 24th November
last, in which the attention of Her
Majesty’s Government was called to
the position of the question. He
found also a reply, dated January 5th,
from the Foreign Office, giving an
historical resumé of negotiations, set-
ting forth that the Dominion had
agreed to the appointment of Commis-
sioners to meet at Washington for the
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settlement of the questions at issue;
that they agreed to the appointment

of arbitrators to ascertain whether
any, if so, what compensation
should be  paid to = Canada

for its fishery rights; that the two
Governments were to appoint arbi-
trators, a third arbitrator to be chosen
by the Austrian Government; that up
to this time, though repeatedly asked
by the British Government, the United
States had refused or neglected to
appoint a Commissioner; that in 1875
Sir Alexander Galt wuas appointed
British commissioner, and that the pro-
visions of the treaty in regard to com-
pensation to be paid for the use of
Canadian fisheries had been practically
null and void. He deferred any further
observations wuntil the Government
brought down the papers, for a dis-
cussion might prove unwise at that
stage of the question. Whether the
blame for allowing action on the fishery
question to be deferred year after year
was to be attributed to the Dominion
Government, which he did not think
was the case, or to the Imperial Govern-
ment, or to the United States Govern-
ment, would only be known when the
correspondence was submitted to the
House; at all events, the time had
arrived when the people of Canada
should know whether their interests
‘had been carefully guarded.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : There
is no objection to the resolution passing
with some amendment. My hon.
friend will see the propriety of striking
out the passage relating to the conti-
dential instrnctions given to Sir Alex-
ander Galt which, 1 think, it would be
improper to produce. There are cer-
tain parts of the correspondence which
the Government may not consider it
wige or politic to submit, but other

ortions can and will be submitted.
When the corrospondence is brought
down, I am sure my hon. friend will
attach no blame to this Government
for any apparent neglect or delay
which may have taken placo in this
business. The Government has done
everything possible to bring about the
result, which was expected long ago.

Mr. MITCHELL consented to the
proposed amendment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
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would be highly inexpedient to bring
«down all the papers and information
in the hands of the Government. It
might have the effect of injuring our
«cause hereafter.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows :—

Resolved, That an humble address be pre-
sented to His Excellency, for copies of all
correspondence in relation to the sett'ement
of the Fishery clauses of the Washington
Treaty, between the Government of Canada
and that of Great Britain, and between the
Government of Great Britain and the Gov-
ernment of the United States in relation to
the aforesaid subject.

THE IMPERIAL BOARD OF
TRADE AND CANADIAN
SURGEONS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER moved for all corres-
pondence between the Government of
‘Canada and the Imperial Government
Or any steamship company or private
individual touching the qualifications
of surgeons on British steamers or
other passenger ships sailing to or
from British ports. He said he had
put the motion on the paper in order
to give him an opportunity in his place
in Parliament to protest in the strong-
est terms, at the earliest possible
moment, against the course which it ap-
peared had been taken by the Imperial
Board of Trade in this matter. He had
learned - with very great satisfaction
that the feeling which he, in common
with every member of the medical
protession, and he might say with the
people of Canada, had entertained in
relation to that undeserved insult to
the medical profession of this Dominion
had been felt just as keenly and just as
promptly by the Government. He was
very gratified to learn that not a day
had been lost in presenting that senti-
ment, on the part of the Government,
to the Imperial Government, and he
had no doubt that that protest would
result in such an arrangement as
would at once chango the course which
the Imperial Board of Trade had, he
thought very unadvisedly and very
inconsiderately, adopted. He held a
degree from the University of Edin-
burgh, and the diploma of the Royul
College of Surgeons, but. he was able
to say that the medical profes:ion of

Sir JoaN A. MAcpoNALD.
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Canada would compare favourably with
that of the British Islands themeelves;
and that the persons who hold diplomas
under the stringent regulations in force
in this country were as much entitled
to the confidence of the public in Great
Britain and in Canada as were the
graduates of colleges of the ver
highest standing in the British Islands.
He made these statements not only
from his own personal knowledge, but
he had documents in his possession
showing on the highest authority that
the students from the universities and
colleges of Canada occupied the very
highest standing on the other side of
the water. Ample testimony had been
borne by those best qualified to judge,
that when the attainments and abilities
of Canadian graduates and the students
of Canadian Colleges came into com-
petition with those of Great Britain,
the comparison was one of which
every Canadian had just reason o be
proud, for the students had not only
been able to hold their own, but their
average ability had been higher and
greater than that shown by their
tellow-competitors. He had heard
with great pleasure of the action of
the Government in this matter, and
that they had given expression to the
feeling that the action of the Board of
Trade constituted an undeserved re-
flection upon the medical institutions
of this country.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the correspondence would be submitted
to the House. It was hoped that in
the course of a fortnight or three
weeks an answer would be received, and
when it was received the Government
would take an early opportunity of
submitting it to the House without
formal notice, trusting that it would be
satisfactory.

Motion agreed to.

MILITARY COLLEGE AT KING-
STON.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a return
of the number of candidates that have
come forward for admission to the
Military College at Kingston; how
many from each Province, distingunish- -
ing those of French origin from the
others; how many have been so
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admitted, how many from each Prov-

ince, distinguishing those of French

origin from the others; also, a copy of
the present regulations and a statement

of the qualifications required of candi-

dates for such admission,

Motion agreed to.

MARINE HOSPITAL AT SYDNEY.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
tnoved for a return of all money ex-
pended in building a Marine Hospital
at Sydney, Cape Breton; the amount
of the different tenders for the con-
struction of the said bailding, with
the names of the parties tendering;
also, the names of all persons to whom
the Government paid directly for work

performed on this building, or improve- |

ments connected with it; also, the
amount paid for superintepding the
work, and{to whom paid; also, the
total amount of expenditure to Decem-
ber 31st, 1876; also, correspondence,
if any, which led to the transfer of the
contract for this building from the
gentleman to whom it was awarded in
the first instance, to another gentleman.
Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DE-
BATES.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT :’JOM.\IITTEE-

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved:

“That a Select Committee be appointed
to consider what arrangements can be made
for securing an official report of the debates
of this House dnring the present Session; to
be composed of Messrs. Ross (Middlesex),
Oliver, Dymond, Béchard, Chariton, Tup-
per, Bowell, Desjarding, and Colby.”

He said he had received a number
of letters from members during recess,
in consequence of which he thought it
desirable to ask the House to grant a
committee to make arrangements for
an official report of the debates. In
making the report there was one of
two courses to be taken, viz., either to
repori them werbatim or to condense
them. In the former case the bulk
would be so great as to render the re-
port of little service. Last year acon-
densed report was furnished, and there
were considerable difficulties with re-
ference to it. It wasdifficult to satisfy
members as to the character of the
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condensation, as a member might re
gard as important in his speech a mat-
ter which the reporter would consider
of little consequence so far as it con-
cerned the question under discussion.
In consequence of that fact, reporters
had to be dealt with considerately, and
the Committee had to be allowed con-
siderable latitude. The reports of the
previous years had been tolerably satis-
factory, and the feeling in the House,
was, he believed, so far in favour of an
official report being taken of the debates
that the Committee would be appointed
without opposition.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
was entirely in the hands of the House.
It was a matter in which the Govern-
ment did not wish to exercise any con-
trolling influence.

Mr. YOUNG said he regretted that
provision wag not made for the publi-
cation of the reports before the close of
last sessiou. That being the position
of the matter, he thought tho best way
would be to appoint a committee to
carry on the Hansard. Upon the whole,
he thought that the Hansard volumes
already published were successful. The
reporting of the debates resulted in
members preparing their specches bet-
ter and in elevating the tone of the
House.

Mr. HOLTON said he had always
been in favour of reporting the debates,
but it appeared to him that last session
the reports were not satisfactory, and
the course he took at the close of last
gession was in order to bring about a
full consideration of the whole subject
in a full House, and preventing the con-
tinuance of what he felt.to be adefective
system. He complained that last ses-
sion many important speeches, includ-
ing one by Mr. Blake, were very much
condensed and might as well have been
left out altogether. What was wanted
was an authentic record of the utter-
ances of the leading public men, and
he thought the House had tailed to ob-
tain that result.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that in order to make the Han-
sard successful, it should be ecarc-
fully ecdited, and there should be a
larger staft of reporters than thore was
last session. He believed from the
general fecling in the House that it
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would readily sanction the expense |
of keeping a full staff of reporters |
in order to take areport of everything
which took place in the House, the
short conversations as well as the
lengthy speeches. 'When the report
was written, a competent editor in
whom both sides of the Houss should
have confidence, should look over it
with a view to condensing. The
English Hansard was greatly con-
densed, and it was well known that the
Times did not now publish such
lengthy reports of the proceedings or
Parliament as it did some years ago.
The country, he was satistied, would
not be satistied unless the system was
continued. The Hansard had been
useful. It had mnot contributed to
lengthening the speeches, or to
lengthening the session of the House ;
on the contrary, hon. members know-
ing that their remarks would be tuken
down, had carefully prepared their
speeches, and kept out irrelevant
matter.

Mr. BOWELL said the Comittee
were fully alive to the difficulties
referred to by the hon. member for
Chateauguay who, apparently, had not
read the report presented by the
Committee last session. Ou the 6th of
April the report was laid before
the House,its, recommendations having
been arrived at after much considera-
tion, and a perusal of it would show
that the scheme submitted would
obviate the difficulties alluded to.
Had notice of motion for the adoption
of .the report been given by the Chair-
man of the Committee, the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay could not have
taken the objection which prevented
its adoption. He was surprised to
hear that an imporiant speech made
by the Minister of Justice, had been
omitted; whenever complaints were
made to the Committee, steps were
immediately taken to have the inac-
curacies or omissions correcied. He
desired, moreover, to state that the
report of the Committec was not pre-
sented to the House by the Chairman,
but by a member of the Committee,
and tuat no steps were taken by the
Chairman, though repeatedly urged,
to place a notice on the paper, in order
that it might come properly before the

[COMMONS.]

House.
Sir JouN A. MACDONALD.

Government.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not know
that one of his speeches had been so
much condensed, nor did he care how
far his utterances were condensed.
Hon. gentlemen would never find him
complaining. He, however, thought
that members when misrepresented
had good reason to complain, and he
would take that opportunity of saying
that he would not hold himself respon-
sible for the reports of what he had
been supposed to say, because he had
been reported as saying what was dia-
metirically opposed to what he had said.

Motion agreed to.

CHANGESIN THE GOVERNMENT.
MINISTERIAI, EXPLANATIONS.

Orders of the day called.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that before
the orders of the day were called, he
desired to make the Ministerial expla-
nations for which the leader of the
Opposition had asked on Friday. Such
explanations were generally made in
Parliament, chiefly because they might
involve some new policy on the part
of the Administration, or the adoption
of a new policy by any of the members
joining the Administration.  Three
vacancies had occured since the Admin-
istration had last met Parliament. One
was caused by the elevation of Mr.
Laird to the Lieutenant-Governorship
of the North-West Territories. One
had decurred upon the retirement of
his hon. friend the late Minister ot
Inland Revenue, consequent upon a
long illness, which, he was sure, every
member of the House, on each side,
would regret as sincerely as he did.
He was also sure they would
all anxiously indulge the hope
which he entertained, that it might
leave no permanent injury to the health
or system of that hon. gentleman, and
that they might long see him an orna-
ment to the House, as he had been for
many years. The third vacancy
had been ecaused by the eleva-
tion of the late Minister of Agriculture
1o the Lieutenant-Governorship of’
Quebec. He would say nothing about
the appointment of these two gentle-
men to the highest political position
which the Canadian Government had it
in their power to bestow, confident as
he was that both appointments would
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meet the approval of the country, and
that, at any rate, this was not the
occasion on which to criticise them.
The place occupied formerly by Mr.
Laird was offered by His Kxcellency
to the hon. member for Bothwell, who
accepted the pogition, and thereby be-
came a member of the Administration.
The position occupied by Mr. Geoffrion
was offered to the hon. member for
Jacques Cartier, who accepted the offer
and became a member of the Adminis-
tration, 'The position occupied by Mr.
Letellier was offered in the first place
to the present Minister, who, upon
some consideration, felt indisposed at
the time to enter the Senate, and on
that account declined to accede to the
request that he should join the Ad-
ministration. Upon that, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had the pleasure of offer-
ing the position, with a seat in the
Senate, to Mr. Joly, but he, while en-
tirely concurring in the policy of the
Administration on public matters, felt
indisposed to accede tothe request upon
personal reasons, which, however, in-
volved no maiter of policy in which
either the Administration or the House
was concerned. He then again ap-
proached his hon. friend, Mr. Pelletier,
asking him to reconsider his deter-
ination, and upon reconsideration he
decided to accept the position which
wagoriginally tendered him,and was ac-
cordingly appointed to the office with
a geat in the Senate. These were the
very brief explanations he had to ten-
der in relation to the changes which
had taken place ; and he presumed they
would be entirely satisfactory to hon.
gentlemen opposite.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thanked his hon. friend at the head
of the Government for his explanations.
It was well that this practice of mak-
ing such explanations when a recon-
struction of tﬁe Goverment took place,
or when a change occurred—a practice
which prevailed in the old country—
should 'be followed here, in order that
the House, and, through the House, the
<ountry might know whether there
Was any change of policy involved in
the introduction of a new member into
the Government; and also that the
House might be able to decide whether
their position towards the Ministry
was ::;ltex'ed thereby. He quite agreed
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with what the hon. gentleman had
said with regard tothe hon. member
for Vercheres. That hon. gentleman

‘was always a popular member of Par-

liament before he took office, and his
conduct in office had not in any way
diminished the general esteem in
which he was held on both sides of the
House. With reference to the member
for Jacques Cartier, who had succeeded
that hon. gentleman, that hon. member
was known, before he was made a
Minister, to be in the most confidential
relations with the Government, and he
might as well be a Minister as a mere
outside confidant. With reference to
the appointment of the hon. member
for Bothwell to succeed Mr. Laird, he
(Sir John A.Macdonald)could only com-
pliment the leader of the Government.
He had no doubt that hon. gentleman
would make an able Minister. He re-
gretted that his hon. friend the leader
of the Government had felt it his duty
to send Mr. Laird to the North-West,
for that hon. member had just begun
to understand the very complicated
duties of the Minister of the Interior,
and last session, when he had a very
difficult measure to carry through
this House, although he was put
to a little trouble occasiomally in the
course of the discussion of the details,
the then Minister of Interior showed
that he had really grasped the details,
and understood the questions involved
in that measure—the Indian bill. He
had hoped, therefore, that as long as
the present Government lasted, the
country would have had the benefit of
the experience that Minister had gained
at the head of that Department. It was
of the greatest importance that the
responsible Minister at the head of In-
dian affairs, (and that was one of the
chief branches of the Department of
which that Minister was in charge,)

should fully understand that subject.
‘While he had the fullest confidence in
the gentleman who now held that office,
the newly-appointed Minister could

not be expected by intuition to arrive
at the knowledge of the subject which

his predecessor had acquired after con-

siderable study, pains and experience.

On public grounds, however, he might
perhaps rejoice at the elevation of Mr.

Laird, as it had given bim the advan-
tage of the aid and the countenance of
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his hon. friend (Mr. Pope) who sat
beside him.

Mr. MACKENZIE : On a Protection
motion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his hon. friend from Queen’s would no
doubt protect him from the assaulfs of
the First Minister. With regard to
the appointment of the present Minister
of Agriculture, it seemed rather an
unusual thing, and perhaps a course
which was not well adapted to main-
tain the dignity of the {)Tpper House,
that a member of this House should be
in the first place appointed a Senator
and then appointed a Cabinet Minister.
While his hon. friend opposite bad a
choice among those who usunally sup-
ported his Government, and had confi-
dence in it, he thought it unreasonable
that the doubtful honour should be
conferred under those circumstances.
He could have understood the elevation
of the President of the Council to the
Upper House. They bad an English
precedent for that. The Earl of Bea-
consfield was a Cabinet Minister, and
in ascending to the House of Lords he
was receiving a reward for his long
service in the House of Commons,
besides which he was at the head of
the Cabinet.

Mr. BLAKE: What about Mr. Cha-
pais’ case ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Chapais was a Senator before he was a
Minister,

Mr. BLAKE: There was a voided
election for Xamouraska, and you sent
him up there while you kept Kamou-
raska unrepresented.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then
he was not a member of this House.
He was quite sure the late Government
did not give a double honour toa mem-
ber of this House. Rumour had it
that the President of the Council was
going to the Upper House, and although
they would all regret to have tbat
gentleman leave them, they must con-
sider the exigencies of public life and
the fact that the Premier would have
becn acting according to precedent in
sending the President of the Council
to a body of which that hon. gen-
tleman was %reviously a memgbex,
and from which he descended amidst

Sir Jorx A. MACDONALD.

[COMMONS.]

Government.

the general regret of those he left.
But if rumour were correct, the
President of the Council refused to
go to the Upper House. He, no doubt,
felt bound to sacrifice himself for the
benefit of his Party. He, as the able
and trusted leader of the French Cana-
dian Liberals, felt that he ought not
to sacrifice his friends in this Iouse
and in this country, and leave the
Rouge party without a leader, through
allowing himself to be benefited per-
sonally by being sent to the Upper
House. 1t was said that the hon. gen-
tleman had, with his usual disinterest-
edness, sacrificed himself twice over,
first in not going to the Senate, and
next in not becoming the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Quebec.
Such instances of disinterestedness
were very few, and he complimented
his hon, friend on it. No doubt his hon.
friend the Premier was wise in
strengthening his hands in this House
and in the country by keeping here at
the head of the Ministerial supporters
from the Province ot Quebec his hon.
friend the President of the Council.

Mr. CAUCHON said the hon. mem-
ber had been trying to be witty as
usual, but if he had consented to serve
under him, he should still be found
very useful, as he was for a long time
before. He defied any hon. member to
say he had ever asked for any situation
of any kind.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Idid
not say so.

Mr. CAUCHON said some had done
80, as the House was aware, and some
had done something else, which he
would not characterize.

Mr. POPE, (Queen’s, P.E.I.)asked the
indulgence of the House while he said a
few words in reference to the Province
of which he was one of the representa-
tives. Before the present Government
was formed, the first session after
Prince Edward Island became part of
the Dominion, a seat in the Cabinet
was offered to Mr. Laird as one of the
representatives of that Province.
Since then Mr. Laird had been appoint-
ed Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
West, and the seat he had held had
been filled by a gentleman from Onb-
tario, and Prince Edward Island left
without a seat in the Cabinet, which
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the people of that Province thought
was depriving them of a great advan-
tage to which they were entitled. Soon
after Mr. Laird was promoted to the
Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-
West and just previous to the election
to fill the place thus left vacant, it was
rumoured in Prince HEdward Island
that the seat was not to be given to
any member from Prince Edward
{sland, and consequently there was a
rood deal of dissatisfaction theve. To
allay that, the Dominion law agent
publicly stated there that it was not
the intention of the present adminis-
tration to deprive Prince Edward
Island of its seat in the Cabinet, but
that on the other hand if the electors
of Queen’s County would return a good
man to support the Government and
fill that position, the seat in the Cab-
inet would still be given to that Pro-
vince. A day or two after this state-
ment was made, the seat in the Cabinet
was filled by the present Minister of
the Interior. A fewdays later another
vacancy occurred in the Cabinet by
the retirement of Mr. Geoffrion, and
the law agent again made a statement
to the effect that there was another va-
cancy in the Cabinet, and if they
would only return Mr. Welsh to sup-
port the Administration that seat
would be given to Prince Edward Is-
land. The people thought, however,
that Quebec would hardly give up the
seat, and did not place much credence
in that promise. At another large
meeting it was stated that the reason
why the seat in the Cabinet
belonging to Prince Edward Island
was filled by the present Minis-
ter of the Interior was, that the
work of that Department was very
much behind, and the gentleman who
had been appointed to it was placed
there because of his great legal
knowledge and his high standing as a
lawyer. “He (Mr. Pope) would like to
ask the hon. First Minister why a seat
was given to Prince Edward Island in
the first place. Mr. Laird, against
whom he had nothing to say, was
appointed to that position not in con-
sequence of anything that was known
of him, He had been two sessions,
he believed, a’ member of the local
legislature, and about six months a
member of the local Government.
3%
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He was almost unknown in public

life, and his opinion was that the
Government did not first nominate
Mr. Laird, but accepted his nomination
at the hands of the four members for
Prince Edward Island, who agreed to
aid them in turning the late Govern-
ment out of power on condition that
they should be permitted to name
their own rcpresentative in the new
Cabinet. If this appointment was not
made because of Mr. Laird’s ability,
and he bad heard it stated by the hon.
member for King’s, who, in his
position, as a public man stood far
higher than Mr. Laird, that he might
have had the seat in the Cabinet,
it he had chosen, but had nomin-
ated Mr. Laird instead—it must have
been made because Prince Edward
Island was entitled to a seat in the
Cabinet, or because a bargain was
made, and he had heard the hon. mem-
ber for King’s state at a public meeting
that the only stipulation the Isiand
members made, was, that they should
have a seat in the Cabinet in return for
their support. Those hon. gentlemen
certainly deserved to be fairly dealt
with, because they had given a faithful
and loyal support to the Government
ever since, and if the present Adminis-
tration did make this bargain, he would
like to see them carry it out. If the
promise was made that Prince Edward
Island should have a representative in
the Cabinet on the condition statel, it
was surely understood that representa-
tive should continue during the present
Administration. If the representatives
from the Island sold themselves for a
geat in the Cabinet, let them have the
seat. If a seat were taken from Nova
Scotia or New Brunswick, it would
still have one left, and Ontario would
have four left if it lost one, but Prince
Edward Island was now left without
any. He held that Prince Edward
Island had not received that justice
from the hands of the Government
which it was entitled to, the more
articularly in view of the fact thatit
ﬁad sent six members to the House to
support the present Administration.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that it was
not a convenient time to discuss the
question whether it was necessary that
every Province should have a repre-
gentative in the Cabinet or not. It
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was too late in the day for an hon. gen-
tleman to come forward, three years
after the general election, and discuss
proceedings consequent upon the action
of the Government in 1873. It was, to
say the least, unusual in that quarter of
Canada, whatever it might be in the
Province in which the hon. member
resided. He had merely to say with
regard to the hon. gentleman’s obser-
tions :—First, that the Government
has no legal agent in Prince Edward
Island, and, second, that no such trans-
action or conversation ever occurred
between himself and Mr. Laird as that
to which the hon. member for Queen’s
County had referred. He gave the
statement a flat contradiction ; nor did
it occur with any gentleman of any
Province in the Dominion. He would
scorn to be a party to such a transac-
tion as the hon. gentleman insinuated;
and he was amazed that the hon. gen-
tleman had sueh a low opinion of
public men as to think any of them
would be guilty of it. The hou.
gentleman had said that Mr. Laird
was a man of no ability, and so
if he had sold himself, the price should
be paid. That hon. member might
get his own price when he sold himself.
Let him leave other people alone. Such
had, no doubt, been his practice when
selling himself.

Mr. POPE (Queen’s, P.EL): It has
been offered to me, but I would not
take it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that with
regard to Mr. Laird, it was bad taste for
the hon. member to attack a gentleman
who was not present to defend him-
self. The hon. member's own leader
had spoken five minutes before of Mr.
Liaird’s supereminent ability, and even
wentso far as to imply that his suc-
cessor would searcely worthily fill his
place for a long time to come ; but the
hon. member for Queen’s had declared
Mr. Laird to be a man of no ability,
who could not have beén chosen for a
seat in the Cabinet for his ability, and
must therefore have been chosen for
some other reason. Mr. Laird was,
however, chosen for his ability. He
had proved his ability by the manner
in which he had discharged his duties
here, and he would prove it in the dis-
churge of his duties in the North-
West.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

[COMMONS.]

Government.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. leader
of the Government had scorned the
idea of any inducement having been
given to any member of the House on
the hon. gentleman’s accession to office
in 1873. While the hon. gentleman
himself might not be aware ot the fact,
hon. members on his side of the House
knew what means were resorted to in
order to obtain votes on that day. He
(Mr. Masson) knew those means per-
sonally; and he had never said it till
this moment that he was approached,
at that time and offered a front seat on
the Government side of the House if he
would only turn his back on Sir John
A. Macdonald. He did not say that
the hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government made the offer or that he
would do such an act; but the offer was
made. Thesame offer might have been
made to others besides himself. He
would briefly examine the explanations
given by the Premier regarding Minis-
terial changes. The explanation was
very good so far as it went; but the
hon. First Minister must not forget
that rumours were circulating in the
Province of Quebec to the effect that
more than one gentleman had been
offered a seat in the Cabinet and more
than one had refused. The rumour
went that certain most extraordinary
reasons were given by gentlemen who
now sat in this House for refusing a
seat in the Cabinet. The statement in
regard to the offer of the seat to Mr
Joly, and to that gentleman declining
it, was made in such a way as to lead
the House to believe that no similar
offer was made to any other gentleman.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear.

Mr. MASSON said he was glad to
hear that such was the fact. It would
be, therefore, desirable that the report
of a Cabinet seat having been offered to
others should be denied, and they
should know if the hon. head of the
Government went freely and openly to
Mr. Joly and offered him the seat, and
offered it to no one else, and that no
gentleman was- placed in the position
of refusing it because the President of
the Council is a member of the Cabinet.
1t was, then, a fact that no member of
the Liberal party had given as his
reason for refusing to accept a Cabinet
seat, that he would not sit with the
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President of the Council, and that none
could, therefore, take credit for having
done so.
there had been some doubt in Quebec
as to the status of that hon. gentleman,
in the Government. Those hon. mem-
bers who read the newspapers of the
Province of Quebec, would be aware
that the whole Liberal party at one
time proclaimed that the President of
the Council was not the leader of
the Liberal party in that Province;
that the administration was not
that of Mackenzie—Canchon, but of
Mackenzie--Geoffrion. It was after-
wards decided that a reconstruction of
the Administration should take place,
and that the member for Vercheres on
account of ill-health should resign his
seat in the Cabinet. His successor was
the hon. member for Jacques Cartier,
and it was thereupon heralded all over
the Province of Quebec, that at last
the old Liberal party had found its
leader in the person of the hon. Mem-
ber for Jacques Cartier. That report
was allowed to go to the public, and
the Conservative party had no reason
to controvert the assertion that the
Liberal party would not accept the
President of the Council as its leader.
He (Mr. Masson) would relate an in-
cident to show the struggle which the
President of the Counecil had had to
obtain the position he occupies to-day.
He met the Minister of Inland Revenue
at St. Laurent and discussed the public
questions, and in the presence of that
Minister—and this showed the want of
harmony in the present Government—
the President of the Council was most
disgracefully abused by a leading
member of the Liberal party in the
Province of Quebec. The President
of the Council himself knew that on
this occasion a young gentleman of
talent and an ornament to his party,
who was a member of the House a
few years ago, said, in reply to the
charge of inconsistency brought against
the Liberal party by him (Mr.
Masson) that it was mistake and a
shame for the Liberal party to have
accepted Mr. Cauchon, but he washed
his hands of the affair.

Mr. LAFLAMME : Where was that ?
Mr. MASSON: At St. Laurent.
Mr. LAFLAMME: I never heard
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any such statement made by Mr. Fabre.

Mr. MASSON: It was made by Mr.
Mercier.

Mr. LAFLAMME: Nor by Mr.
Mercier.

Mr. MASSON said the statement
was made in the presence of three
thousand people, and had been repeated
at every corner. There was now no
doubt, whether the Liberals liked it or
no, that the Government was tho Mac-
kenzie-Cauchon administration. It had
been said in Quebec that they would
soon see the President of the Council
leaving his seat alongside of the Premier
and Mr. Laflamme taking his place as
the leader of the Liberal party of Que-
bec, but the President of the Council still
occupied the front place on the Govern-
ment side of the House, to which his
ability and experience entitled him.
He (Mr, Masson) did not know which
to admire most, the stubborn persis-
tence with which the Premier imposed
upon the Liberal party of the Province
of Quebec, leaders whom they disliked,
or the meekness with which the party
received the lash whenever it was
applied. They knew that the Liberal
party of that Province did not accept
the present Postmaster-Geeneral ; proof
was afforded last session that he did
not represent the feeling of either the
English or French population. They
knew, too, that the Minister of Inland
Revenue had been imposed on the
Liberal party of Quebee, that, notwith-
standing his talents, he did not repre-
sent the ideas, principles, call them,if
you please, prejudices of the TFrench
population of Lower Canada. They
knew, moreover, that the nomination
of the gentleman who sat in the other
Chamber did not meet with the ap-
proval of the Liberal party of the
Province of Quebec, and he (Mr. Mas-
son) must admit that he could not
understand why, unless it was because
was the candidate of the President he
of the Council. He must dis-
agree with the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, who stated that
the President of the Council could not
obtain. a .Governorship, which he
denied. That hon. gentleman had not
been appointed to a Governorship,
because the Liberal party required him
as their leader; because they wanted
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him to be the successor to Mr. Dorion. |

It was, indeed, a proud day for the
President of the Council—the born
cnemy of the Grits—when he
could tell those whom he formerly
called the ‘‘Radicals of Oatario:”
“Do what you choose; revile
me as you choose—this is the Mac~
kenzie--Cauchon Administration, and
you must submit to it.” It was a
proud day for the President of the
Council when he could turn round to
the Liberal party of Quebee, who had
vilified and abused him in cvery
corner, and tell them : *“Say what you
will, 1 am your leader to-day; Mr.
Mackenzie has chosen me to sit on his
right hand, and to be leader of the
great Liberal party of Quebec.” But
if it was a proud day for that hon.
gentleman, what must it be for the
Liberal party of Quebec? They had
received in their ranks a man, a
gentleman, whom they had considered
among the Conservative party the one
least worthy to sit in this House.
They had taken from the Conservative
ranks the person whom they most
belittled Wl]m)ile a member ot it, and
placed him at the head of the Liberal
party of the Province of Quebec. The
hon. the Premier, had taken a grave
responsibility upon himself in admit-
ting the President of the Council to
divide the authority with him, as it
would remain as a fact in the history
of this country that the man who had
been considered least worthy of all
the Conservatives, had been dcemed
worthy of being made the leader of
Quebec Liberals. It would prove a
lesson  to the people for future
generations, even to the Liberals,
who in past days had spoken of the
corruption of the present President
of the Council. The Conservatives
were now able more than ever to reply
that they had no right to preach
political morality and pretend to
uphold its standard. There was a
rumour in the wind that before long the
President of the Council would pass
away and become Governor of Mani-
toba, or occupy some other position.
But the deed was done for ever; what-
ever may be their future action, they
could not getrid of the awkward situa-
tion in which they had placed them-
selves, and why should they get rid of

Mr. MassoN.
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him. The Liberal party would never
forget that he was the most able man
among themselves ; that he has some-
times been useful to them ; that
they got out of ascrape on the school
question two years ago by his ability.
The Conservative party could only
congratulate themsclves wupon the
action of the Liberal party of the Pro-
vince of Quebec for having white-
washed them, as the latter had done.
There was no accusation which the
Liberals could now bring against
them, since the former has taken from
the Conservatives the one who, accord-
ing to themselves, was the blackest
among the Conservatives, but whom
they had nevertheless thought worthy
of being placed over them as their
leader.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
doubt the Liberals of Quebec could
manage their own affairs without the
interference of his hon. friend. That
hon. gentleman, however, had shown
his extreme interest in something in
the last words he had uttered. He had
congratulated the Conservative party
on certain events which had taken
place, because he said that would
whitewash his friends. They must be
very black and in need of paint or
whitewash when the hon. gentleman
attempted to put it on that ground.
He had no doubt that hon. gentlemen
opposite required to be cleansed as
much as possible, and if there were no
means of doing it except by the appli-
cation of the caustic lime, it must be
done. If the hon. gentleman considered
that anything the Government had
done had contributed towards thatend,
he (Mr. Mackenzie) would be glad to
accommodate him still further in
facilitating so laudable a purpose.
The hon. gentleman said he had been
offered a position in the Cabinet,
though he admitted not by him (Mr.
Mackenzie). He was sure he never
offered such a thing to the hon. gentle-
man, and never dreamed he had a
desire for a position in a Liberal
Cabinet. There were certainly many
gentlemen in this House who would be
more entitled to be offered a position
by the leader of a Liberal Government_
than his hon. friend—not, perhaps, on
the ground of ability, for he was a
very able man, though, even in that
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sarticular, they might be his equals.
The hon. gentleman must deal with
these who had been playing jokes
upon him.  He (Mr. Mackenzie)
washed his hands of it.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
member for Terrebonne scemed to
think that there was a better day
<coming for the Conservative party in
the Province of Quebec that circum-
stances had occurred which led him
and his friends to believe they would
recover from the disasters which befel
them three years ago. The hon. gen-
tleman rejoiced that there was a chance
that Reformers might be corrupt, and
scemed to think that by-and-bye they
would be able to travel the road which
his party had trod; and in that direc-
tion only he scemed to see the dawn of
light and hope. He hoped that by fol-
lowing the course of his party in cor-
ruption and inconsistency, the present
Grovernment might meet the fate
their predecessors met, and so well
«eserved. He joined the hon. gentle-
man in the hope that when the
Reform party in the Province of
‘Quebec, or in the Dominion of
‘Canada, or any party, commenced to
follow the course which he had indi-
«ated, they would meet the fate which
befell the hon. gentleman and his
iriends. The hon. gentleman and his
friends had in the past been fond of
laughing at the Liberal party of Que-
bec, which had been a small party at
one time, but he could not now count
the members of that party on his
fingers. The Liberal party, so long
unpopular and misunderstood in the
Province of Quebec, to-day reckoned
among its ranks able and liberal men.
The tide of publicopinion was nowhere
so strengthening in favour of the Lib-
eral party as in the Province of Quebec.
As far as he (Mr. Huntington) was
~concerned, he represented at least an
individual who had never been so
fooled as to believe that his adver-
saries desired him to enter a Cabinet
wvith them.

House adjourned at

Ten minutes to
Six o’clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuesday, 13th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.
BOUNTY ON COAL.
PETITION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) pre-
sented the petition of Henry Mitchell,
and others, coal owners, and others in-
terested in the coal trade and shipping
interests of the Dominion, praying
that the duties imposed by the United
States on Canadian coal, may be
neutralized by an equsl bounty on all
coal sent to the United States; or that
a duty of 50 cents per ton bo imposed
on all coal imported into the Dominjon,
—which was read.

REPORT.

Mr. HUNTINGTON laid before the,
House,—Report of the Postmaster
General, for the year ended 30th June,
1876.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE
DEBATES.

MOTION AND REPORT OF

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex}, with leave
of the House, moved :

¢« That the Select Committee appointed to
consider what arrangements can be made for
securing an Official Reportof the Debates of
this House during the present Session, have
power to Report from time to time.”

Motion agreed to.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) presented
the first Report of the said Committee,
which was read.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. MACKENZIE presented the
Report of the Special Committee ap-
pointed to prepare and report lists of
members to compose the Select Stand-
ing Committees of this House,~which
was read. ‘

Mr. MACKENZIE moved concur-
rence in the said Report so far as relates
to the Committee on Standing Orders.

Motion agreed to and Report concurred
in, 8o far as relates to the Committee
on Standing Orders.

COMMITTEE.
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OFFICIAL RFEPORTING OF THE
DEBATES.

CONCURRENCE IN COMMITTEER'S REPORT.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved con-
currence in the first Report of the
Select Committee appointed to consi-
der what arrangements can be made
for securing an Official Report of the
Debates of this House during the pre-
sent Session.

Mr. HOLTON said he did not pro-
pose to object to the adoption of this
Report on the point of form to-day, as
he had felt justified in doing on the
last day of last Session, because the
benches were now full, and the obvious
sense of the House was in favour of
continuing a system of reports. Per-
sonally he was in favour of it also, and
he had no doubt the discussions that
had taken place would lead the Com-
mittce to remedy some of the more
practical defects which were com-
plained of last Session. Of course the
motion was open precisely to the same
objection which was taken last year if
any hon. member chose to insist on it,
and to the further objection that, as it
involved an expenditure of money, it
should originate in Committee of the
Whole. He was, however, willing that
the whole matter should be submitted
to the Committee chosen yesterday by
the House, in order that the system
might be resumed at the carliest pos-
sible moment.

Motion agreed to, and report con-
curred in.

MANAGEMENT OF THE LIBRARY.

COMMITTEE ATPOINTED.

Resolved, That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed, to assist Mr.Speakerin the direction
of the Library ot Parliament so far as the
interests
and to act as Members of a Joint Com=
mittee of both Houses on the Li-
brary ; composed of Messrs. Baby, Blan-
chet, Brouse, Cartwright, Cauchon, Delorme,
Frechette, Higinbotham, Holton, Laurier,
Sir John A. Macdonald, Masson, Mills,
Tupper, Wright (Ottawa), and Young.

ADJOURNMENT FOR ASH WEDNES-
DAY.
RESOLUTIOX.

Resclved, That when this House adjourns
this day, it do stand adjourned until Thurs-
day next.

Mr. MACKENZIE.
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of this House are concerned,-

Business.

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.
PRINTING OF PETITIONS ORDERED.

Mr. BLAKE said the House would
have observed that his hon. friend from
Iberville had a motion on the paper
relating to a petition presented last
Session relating to the administration
of justice in the District of Richelieu.
The hon. member for that District had
also presented a petition from the
learned Judge whose conduct came in
question. He (Mr. Blake) thought it
would be proper that the House should
have the opportunity of reading the
allegations before the motion of his
hon. friend was disposed of. He there-
fore moved :-——

““ That the Petition of F. X. A. Biron and
others, concerning the administration of
justice in the District ot Richelieu, and the
Petition of Mr. Justice Loranger relating
'there’go, be printed in the Votes and Proceed-
1ngs.

Motion agreed to.

REPEAL OR AMENDMENT OF
THE INSOLVENT ACT.

QUESTION.

Mr. ROSS (East Durham) asked if
it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to repeal the Insolvent Act or to
ameund the same during the present
gession, to make it more satisfactory
to the country.

Mr. BLAKE: It isnot the intention
of the Government to propose any
measure for the repeal of the Insolvency
Act. The question whether any amend-
ments should be proposed to the pre-
sent measure is under consideration.

PIERS AT BAY ST. PAUIL,

EBOULEMENTS AND
MALBATIE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a copy
of Mr. Kingsford’s report on the Piers
at Bay St. Paul, Eboulements and Mal-
baie, in the summer of 1876.

Motion agreed to.

REDUCTION OF PETROLEUM
DUTIES.
RESOLUTION PROPOSED.
Mr. COLBY moved:
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% That in the opinion of this House, the
nterests of the country would be promoted
by a reduction of the duties on refined petro-
leum,”

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 'The House
will recollect that, on the occasion of
the debate last Session, the Govern-
ment promised to take this measure
into consideration, and T therefore ask
my hon. friend to withdraw his motion
for the present, promising him, that, if,
after the Budget is delivered, he finds
reason to dissent from the views ex-
pressed by the Government, he shall
have every opportunity of bringing the
subject forward again.

Mr, COLBY: With the understand-
ing intended to be conveyed by the
hon. the Minister of Finance, more
forcibly, perhaps, by implication than
in words, I have no objection to allow
the matter to stand for the present.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

DAILY PRAYERS IN THE HOUSE.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Order for resuming the adjourned
debate on the proposed motion of Mr.
Maedonald, (Toronto) : “ That it be an
Order of the House, that each day and
immediately after the Speaker shall
have taken the Chair at three o'clock
in the afternoon, the prayers now read
daily in the Senate be read in this
Chamber, by such Chaplain as the
Speaker may appoint for that pur-
pose, and in his absence by the Clerk
of the House,” read.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) mov-
ed :(—

¢ That Messrs. Macdonald (Toronto), Mc-
Craney, Gibbs (South Ontario), Wood,
Blackburn, Goudge, Casgrain, Desjardins,
McDonald (Cape Breton), Ryan, Carmichael,
Platt and Wright (Ottawa County), be a
Committee to bring before this House a form
of prayer.”

Mr. HOLTON said the hon. member
for Centre Toronto did not appear to
have the same idea as some other hon.
members with regard to the under-
standing come to by the House yester-
day, which was that the whole ques-
tion of the expediency of introducing
the practice he suggested, and also to
submit to the House, if it were deemed
expedient, what that hon. member pro-
posed in his present motion. The real
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point involved in yesterday’s debate
was the practicability of introducing
the practice without doing violence to
the feelings of a considerable number
of hon. members. He therefore hoped
the hon. member for Centre Toronto
would so frame his motion as to meet
what was the general understanding of
the House, viz.,, to refer the subject-
matter itself to a Committee to be re-
ported upon.

Mr, DYMOND said there might be
devotional exercises without any form
of prayer being used. There was silent
and individual prayer, which was
the best of all prayer, and it was pos-
sible that the House might come to the
conclusion to adopt that very simple
form of devotional exercise instead of
having a form of prayer read. As one
who respected the motives of the hon.
member for Centre Toronto, he hoped
anything like an instruction to the
Committece to recommend a form of
prayer would be omitted from tne mo-
tion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn, and Order discharged.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) mov-
ed :—

¢ That a Special Committee be appointed
to consider and report upon the desirability
of using a form of prayer in this Chamber ;
to be composed of Messrs. Macdonald, (To-
ronto), McCraney, Gibbs, (South Ontario),
Wood, Blackburn, Goudge, Casgrain, Des-
jardins, McDonald (Cape Breton), Ryan,
Carmichael, Platt and Wright (Ottawa
County).”

Mr. MITCHELL said he understood
the adoption of that motion would not,
bind -the House to have a form of

prayer.

Mr. DeCOSMOS said he was prepar-
ed to submit an amendment, that this
House is of opinion that it is not desi-
rable to have prayers. The Province
of British Columbia had one of the best
school systems on the continent, a non-
sectarian school system, ander which
the Bible was not allowed to be read in
the public schools, lest it should inter-
fere with the prejadices of Catholics or
Jews. There was no more necessity
to have prayers in this House to do
the legislation of the country than to
have prayers in dry goods stores in
Toronto to sell goods. He regretted
to observe so much delicacy on the
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part of hon. members in dealing with
the question contained in the motion.
Hon. members really desired to push
the subject out of the House, while the
hon. member for Centre Toronto
wished to press it on the House, con-
trary to the wishes of its members.
Motion agreed to.
Honse adjourned at
Five oclock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Thursday, 15th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o’clock.

PETITIONS INVOLVING EXPEN-
DITURE.

SPEAKER'S RULINGS.

Motion being made, “ That the peti-
tion of IIenry Mitchell and others,
coal owners, and others interested in
the coal trade and shipping interests
of the Dominion, praying that the
duties imposed by the United States on
Canadian coal may be neutralized by
an equal bounty on all coal sent to the
United States; or that a duty of 50
<ents per ton be imposed on all coal
imported into the Dominion, be now
received ”;

Mr. SPEAKER decided: That as
the prayer of this petition involves a
public charge, it cannot be received.

Motion being made, ¢ That the peti-
tion of R. M. Rolph, and others, ex-
Staff Sergeants of the Provisional
Battalion of Infantry, at Fort Osborne,
Manitoba, setting forth certain griev-
ances, and praying for six months’ pay,
and other compensation, be now re-
ceived ”;

Mr. SPEAKER decided: That as
the granting of the prayer of this peti-
tion would involve the expenditure of
public money, it cannot be received.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE
DEBATES.

SECOND REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) presented the
second Report of the Select Committee
appointed to consider what arrange-
ments can be made for securing an

Mr. DeCosMos.
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Business.

Official Report of the Debates of the
House, which was read, together with
the report of the sub-committee, there-
to appended.

Mr. SPEAKER: Whea members
desire the report of & sub-committee to
be read, it should be incorporated in
the report of the Committee and made
a part of it. It is not desirable other-
wise that reports of sub-committees
should be read.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex), with leave
of the House, moved concurrence in the
Report.

Motion agreed to and Report con-
curred in.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally
introduced and read the first time :—

Bill (No. 3) respecting Procedure
and Evidence in criminal cases. Mr.
Irving.

Bill (No. 4) to repeal the Act37
Victoria, Chapter 49, intituled : ¢ An
Act to aunthorize Corporations and
institutions incovporated, without the
limits of Canada, to lend and invest
moneys therein.” Mr. Blain.

Bill (No. 5) to amend the Act relat-
ing to Criminal Procedure, by allow-
ing persons charged with crime, to
give ecvidence as witnesses for the
defence. Mr. Dymond.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

LISTS CONCURRED IN.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved concur-
rence in the Report of the Select
Committce to prepare and report lists
of members to compose the Select
Standing Committees of this House, in
so far as it relates to the following
Committees, viz.:—On Privileges and
Elections; on Expiring Laws; on
Railways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines ;
on Miscellaneous Private Bills; on
Printing; on Public Accounts; on

'{ Banking and Commerce; and on 1m-

migration and Colonization.
Motion agreed to and Report con-
curred in.
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINT-~
ING. -
MESBAGE SENT TO SENATE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved :
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“That a Message be sent to the Senate,
requesting that they will unite with this
House in the formation of a Joint Committee
of both Houses on the subject of the printing
of Parliament; and informing their Honours
that the members of the Select Standing
Committee on Printing, viz. :—Mesars.
Bourassa, Bowell, Charlton, Church,
Delorme, Desjardins, De Veber, Goudge,
Lanthier, Ross (Middlesex), Ross (Prince
Ldward), Stephenson, Thompson, (Haldi-
maid), Trow, and Wallace (Norfolk), will
act a3 members of the said Joint Committee
on Printing.”

Motion agreed to.

PALMER'S POINT.

QUESTION.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked whether it
was the intention of the Government to
erect a lighthouse at Palmer’s Point,
or the St. John River, in the vicinity
ot the wharf.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : I beg
to inform my hon. friend that the
tovernment have not decided to build
a lichthouse at the place named.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
QUESTION.

_ Mr. SINCLAIR asked whether the
tovernment had taken any steps for
finding out and establishing the most
safe, speedy and practicable route for
lkeeping up regular communication be-
tween Prince Edward Island and the
mainland during winter, and if not,
was it their intention to do so before
the opening of navigation.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : I beg
10 assure my hon. friend that the Gov-
ernment are getting information on
this subject from day to day, having a
Steamer there at the present time. As
to further steps the Government may
take, I am not just now prepared to
say, beyond, mentioning the fact that
we are endeavouring to ascertain the
best practicable route.

NATURALIZED ALIENS.

QUESTION.

_Mr. TROW, in the absence of Mr.
Youna, asked whether any further
uespatches had been received from the
Imperial Government touching the re-
tognition of naturalized aliens as Brit-
ish subjects in forcign countries, and if
80, ‘tvould they be laid before Parlia-
ment.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: I believe that no
further despatches on that subject are
in the possession of the Government.

GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH.
QUESTION.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) asked
whether the Government had, since
the sixth day of March last, entered
into any contract or contracts for the
construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and if so, whether such contract or
contracts would be laid before Parlia-
ment during the prosent session.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No such con-
tract has been entered into.

THE RIVER SYDENHAM.

Mr. STEPHENSON asked whether
it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to place asum in the Estimates
for the improvement of the navigation
of the River Sydenham, in the Counties
of Kent and Lambton and the Electoral
Division of Bothwell, to be expended
during the present year.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The practice
of asking what will be in the Estimates
is, 1 think, both inconvenient and
irregular. The Estimates, I hope, will
be on the table within two days at the
farthest, und then my hon. friend will
see what is to be done.

TELEGRAPH LINE ON VAN-
COUVER ISLAND.

QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked whether the
Government proposed to grant a sub-
sidy to aid in the construction of a
telegraph line between Victoria and
Nanaimo, if so, what was the amonnt
of the proposed subsidy.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The Govern-
ment has not considered that question.

PACIFIC RAILWAY SURVEYS.
QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked whether the
Government proposed to lay before
this House, during this session, a
progress report of the surveys of the
Canadian Pacific Railway up to
December, 1876 ; if so, when.

Business. 43
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Mr. MACKENZIE: That report has
been before the House for five days.

BOUNDARY LINE OF ALASKA.
QUESTION.

Mr. DeCOSMOS asked whether any
arrangements had been made with the
Government of the United States for
defining the boundary line between
Alaska and British Columbia; also
whether any correspondence had
passed, since last Session of Parliament,
between the Government of the Dom-
inion and that of the United States,
respecting the said boundary.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, a good
deal of corrvespondence has passed;
some of very recent date, but it is not
in the public interest that the corres-
pondence should be brought down at
the present time. I can assure the
hon. member that the subject has been
attended to as closely as possible by
the Government.

WELLAND CANAL WORKS.
QUESTION.

Mr. NORRIS asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
draw the water out of the Welland
Canal next winter for the purpose of
completing some work on said canal,
or if any method could be devised to
do this work without drawing off the
water.,

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is the inten-
tion of the Government to draw off the
water next winter, and we know of no
plan that would obviate the inconve-
nience which some parties must more
or less suffer.

' TAMPERING WITH REGISTERED
LETTERS.

QUESTION.

Mr. LITTLE asked whether the
Postmaster-General intended making
such arrangements as would further
prevent registered letters being tam-
pered with; and, if loss were sustained
by the sender of such a letter, whether
compensation would be allowed by the
Post Office Department.

Mr. HUNTINGTON : The Depart-
ment has no knowledge of more than

Mr. DECoswMos.
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one case which has occurred for which
the Department is responsible in the
manner indicated, and there is at pre-
sent no intention to change the exist-
ing arrangements. The Department
has no power in law to compensate
any such party.

SALT INTERESTS. .
QUESTION.

Mr, FARROW asked whether it was
the intention of the Government, this
Session, to give any relief to the strug-
gling salt interests of this country by
putting on small duty on salt (as was
put on slate last year) coming from
the United States into Canada.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : Theintention
of the Government on this subject will,
I hope, be annouuced in a few days in
connection with similarsubjects. The
hon. gentleman i in error in supposing
8 duty was imposed on slate last year.
It could not be done by the Govern-
ment, and no alteration was made in
the tariff last year.

MAILS ON THE CANADA
SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

QUESTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in
the absence of Mr. OrroN, asked
whether it was the intention of the
Government to place a mail on the
Saint Clair Branch of the Canada
Southern Railway, the coming spring ;
and if not, why not.

Mr. HUNTINGTON : The subject,
which has been pressed on the atten-
tion of the Government by the hon.
member for Elgin, is still under con
sideration.

SECRET SERVICE FUND.

EXPLANATIONS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Be-
fore the Orders of the Day are called, T
wish, Mr. Speaker, to make a few
remarks on a matter personal to my-
self. I suppose most of the members
in this House have read the Ottawsa
correspondence of the G'lobe of Tuesday
last, referring to an entry in the Public
Accounts by which it appears that
$25,579.04 were paid by me—refunded
or repaid by me—into the Public Trea-
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sury from the Secret Service Fund. I
am not at all surprised that this entry
should cause enquiry, and the tone of
the enquiry I am sufficiently ac-
quainted with politics not to care
much for.  The communication sa-
voured rather of an attack upon myself,
and made it appear rather as if 1 had
taken so much out of the Treasury,
instead of putting so much intoit. The
suggestion in the article apparently
is that this sum of money had been for
two years in my hands; that I had
used it—God knows how {—none could
know ; and that under gentle pressure
or the prick of my conscience, I had
restored it to the Treasury. 1 have
only to say, Mr. Speaker, in the first
place, that not one farthing of that
money was ever in my hands. A few
years ago, in consequence of the trou-
bles in the United States,which caused
corresponding troubles on our frontier,
the House placed at the disposal of the
Government of the day asum of money
commonly called Secret Service money,
to be used in the exigency of that time,
and that grant was subsequently re-
peated. In the course to be adopted
Ly the Government in a matter of that
kind, requiring so much caution and
secresy in order to secure safety to the
person from whom the (Government
wished to derive information, the deli-
cacy of the matter was such that the
practice of the Government, from the
beginning to the end, was to appoint a
committee of leading members of the
overnment to attend to it. ‘When-
cver this sub-committee asked for a
sum for their purposes under requisi-
tion, the sum was carried to their
credit, a special account was kept in
the Bank of Montreal for that purpose,
and the Council, as a whole, entrusted
to that sub-committee the management
of that fund. Atthe time the last vote
was granted, the sub-committee con-
sisted of Sir George Cartier, Mr. Alex-
ander Morris, Sir Francis Hincks, and
myself. By degrees, as the House is
aware, 1 was left the survivor. Sir
George Cartier died, Mr. Morris went
to the North-West, and Sir Francis
Hincks left the Government. At the
time the late Government resigned,
there was remaining of that fund the
sum of $32,179, lying at the credit of
the sub-committee. It may be asked
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why such a large sum of money was in
charge of the sub-committee. The rea-
son was simply this. There were large
claims set up--some of them most
preposterous claims—by parties who
thought they had earned the moncy and
had done the State great service in time
of exigency, and it was not known
exactly what these claims would
amount to. The time was approaching
when the sum of money in the Treas-
ury would lapse; the Government did
not desire 1o come to the House and
ask for a new vote of Secret Service
money ; the amount of claims was very
considerable but unascertained, and in
order to prevent it lapsing, the balance
was transferred to this committec
which I bave mentioned, and they
settled the claims from time to time,
as best they could. At last, at the
time the Government resigned, I was
the only remaining member of the
sub-committee, and there was left a

. sum of $32,179. The matter stood over

for some time, as I expected to hear
a good deal about the claims. 1
knew there was $6,600 of claims that,
beyond doubt, must be paid, becansc
in one case one of my colleagues
had paid the money out of his own
pocket ; and in another, my colleague
had pledged his personal honour
legal liability to pay
the amount. These claims had not
been adjusted, and were allowed to
stand over until, in November, 1875,
I was down here in Ottawa on
private business, settling my own
private affairs in this city, as I had
gone to live in Toronto, and I thought
I had better close this also. I wasnot
up exactly to the correct mode of doing
it, so I went to the Auditor-General,
and asked the best mode of doing it.
I said I should wish to retain $6,600
to meet the two claims I have men-
tioned, which would leave $25,579, the
sum mentioned in the Estimates,which
I wished to refund. I made up my
mind that all other claims, all just
claims, had been pretty well quit and
settled, and that ¥ could pay it over;
and I had no doubt that if any other
just claim came up, with the consent
of the party, I could confidentially go
to the present head of the Government
and state it. I therefore thought the
time had come when the money should
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be paid over. This money lay in the
Bank of Montreal as a special fund to
be drawn upon by this sub-committee.
It was never touched by me in any
way whatever from the time we re-
signed until I gave two chequesdrawing
on the special account which stood there
in my name as the surviving member
of the Committee—one cheque in
favour of the Receciver-General, and
another to myself for the purpose of
reimbursing my two colieagues. No
portion of this money wus ever in my
hands, no portion was ever in my
pocket. I paid it over in the manner
1 have mentioned, and that is the whole
story. Thiscommunication in the Globe,
among other things, alludes to the fact
that I had, before the Public Accounts
Committee, refused positively to give
the names of the individuals receiving
money from the fund. I did so before
the Committec and also before the
House. I stated that to give up the
names of parties who had received
money would destroy all the object for
which the money was granted by Par-
liament. It was only to be wused in
cases of exigency. The parties who
received it did not even give a receipt.
It might be as much as their lives were
worth to give a receipt which might
be produced, and I hope my hon.
friends opposite may never have the
troubles we had, and that there
may be no more border troubles.
If there should, however, be border
troubles hereafter—and we saw the
other day the effect of the supposition
that there was to be a war in the East
-—the hon. gentlemen may have to
apply to Parliament, and they will be
able to get no information unless the
parties are quite confident that their
names will not be given up. There
was a resolution passed in the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts, stating
that all future payments should be
submitted to some confidential com-
mittee. I stated at the time that I had
not the slightest objection for the
future, but for the past obligations I
could not, I would rather cut off my
right hand than, betray who it was
who had been employed at a time of
great public exigency, and who might
be in danger by such disclosure. But,
in futare, of course I had no objection.
No payments, however, have been

Sir JoEN A. MACDONALD.
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made of any kind by tho Government,
or by myself, except for old obligations
which were incuaired before that resolu-
tion was passed. Inthat same article,
there is an allusion made to the sum of
money which was claimed by the mem-
ber for Selkirk. The answer to that,l sec,
has been given in the newspapers, that
I did not think for onc it was asum
which could properly be paid out of
that fund. It was a sum of money
which was advanced by the hon. mem-
ber 1 Selkirk, at the suggestion of
the L' eut.-Governor of Manitoba, with-
out communication with the Govern-
ment, al a time of great exigency and
urgency, as they thought; and Mr.
Archibald, the then Lieut.-Governor,
stated that, if the Government repudi-
ated it, he would pay one half, and the
member for Selkirk would pay the
other half out of their own pockets. I
said, on behalf of the Government, [
thought we ought not to repudiate an
arrangement made in the public inter-
est by a high officer like the Lieut.-
Governor of Manitoba. The difficulty
I bhad, was—out of what sum it should
be paid. I did not think it should be
paid out of this fund, and [ was greatly
embarrasscd, as the House can under-
stand, when they look back on the dis-
cussion which took place on all mat-
ters connected with the North-West.
The embarrassment ceased by our going
out. Then the hon. gentleman struck
a special committee and I gave my
testimony, giving my judgment that,
in fairness and honesty, the engage-
ments made by Mr. Archibald should
be relieved and the sum paid, and I
believe it was. That is all I have to
state in reference to matters personal
to myself. Other enquiries can be
made in the regular way, but I wished
to disabuse the minds of the House of
any idea that any part of thissum was
ever in my possession. It-lay in the
Bank of Montreal as a special deposit.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The House may,
perhaps, reasonably expect a few words
from me in reference to this matter, as
the vote in the Public Accounts will
show this money was deposited to the
credit of the Government before the
meeting of Parliament last Session:
The hon. gentleman opposite will re-
member that I called his attention to
it early in the Session, and informed
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him of the view I took of the trans-
action; also, that I pointed out it
would be desirable, as 1 felt, that the
matter should be brought at once before
the House. But various circumstances,
including the hon. gentleman’s illness
and other matters, prevented our
reaching it at a convenient period
before the end of the Session. I pointed
out to the hon. gentleman, the
resolution adopted on the 29th May,
1872, which reads as follows:—

< That, inasmuch as such large sums of
woney as $75,000 have been voted for Secret
Service Money, of which there is no audit,
as in the cace of other expenditure, this com-
mittee i8 of opinion that an account of all
sums hereatler spent for Secret Serviceshould
be kept, as in England, in a hook specially
prepared for the purpose, and that this book
should annually be inspected by a confiden-
tial committee, of whom two shall be mem-
hers of the Opposition of the day.”

I considered that this resolution de-
barred him, or any member of the late
Administration, from touching one
furthing of that money. I also said
that the rule in England was, as I
stated on a former occasion, that all
such sums should be at once deposited
at the end of the year in the same
manner as other sums which had not
been used for the purposes for which
they had been voted. Todd upon this
subject says :—

¢ Therc is yet another fund, that for <Se-
cret Services,’ the disposal of which is in the
hands of Government, although the greater
part of the amount is annually voted in
supply. The vote in supply for this service
usually amounts to between thirty and forty
thousand pounds. But this does not include
the whole amount at the disposal of Govern-
ment for secret services, on the contrary,
the distinction has been uniformly main-
tained, that while it is proper to come to
Parliament tomake a general grant for such
purposes, it is right that Goveramentshould
have at their disposal a fixed amount, which
is independent of an annual parliamenta
vote. Accordingly, the Civil List Act, which
i passed upon the accession of the sovereign
to the throne, sets apart the sum of ten
thousand pounds per annum, which is pay-
able out of the Consolidated Fuund for * Home
Secret Service.” The annual vote in sapply
18 intended to supplement the deficiency of
thig grant. The Secretaries of State, and
others who may draw upon this fund, are
bound by oath not to use any of it for pur-
poses which do not legitimately appertain to
their several departinents, and the names of
all persons receiving Secret Service money,
with the sums paid to them, must be entered
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in a book, in order to be produced in either
House of Parliament it required. 1t is not
usual, however, to give information to Par-
liament in regard to the expenditure out of
this fund.”

And hon. gentlemen who may refer
tothe volume will find the following
remarks, with references to various
pages of Iansard and other authori-
ties. The mode in which the Secret
Service Fund is audited, is deseribed
in the Report of the Commissioners of
Public Accounts for 1865; and that
mode | ombodied in the resolution
which was passed in the Public
Accounts Committee.

¢« For the year ending March 31lst, 1867,
the vote was £32,000. This amount has not
varied for several years past, but the money
is only paid ont as required by the Secretary
of State. Secret Service expenditure is
chietly incurred by the Foreign office. The
balance not required remains in the Treas-
ury, and is surrendered to the Exchequer at
the end of the year. Considerable sums
have thns been surrendered from time to
time.”

Now, Sir, the ground I take, as head
of the Government, is the same that I
took last year with regard to this mat-
ter, when it came before me, viz., that
this money should have been paid back
to the Receiver-General and Govern-
ment as soon as the year had elapsed ;
and, further, that the moment the late
Administration went out of office, they
ceased to have any control over this or
any other vote which Parliament had
made; that disbursements of money
came necessarily, naturally and con-
stitutionally into the hands of those
who succeeded them. I am aware
that the hon. gentleman took a differ-
ent view of it, and the following
extract from a well-known speech of
his, shows the way the hon. gentle-
man regarded the matter. Ile said,
with reference to what I had stated
regarding the Secret Service Fund :

““This was not the case. Either Mr. Mac-
kenzie Lad been altogether misinformed, or
had said what he knew to be untrue. There
were two funds in Kngland--a Special Service
Fund and a Secret Service Fund. The ex-
penditure of the Special Service Fund was
disclosed to a Committee, but the Secret
Service Fund expenditure was never told ;
and go closely were all the secrets kept in
connection with that fund—so_closely was it
kept under the coutrol of the Ministers, that
if the Government were going out of office
with £100,000 at their eredit in the fund,
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they would not leave it behind them, but
take it with them for their own party pur-
poses in opposition.”

Now, Sir, I do not say that one
dollar of this money was either kept
or used improperly; but I do say
that the hon. gentleman had no right,
and thatno member of his Administra-
tion had the right, to pay one dollar of
that money after they left office. In
accordance with the resolution passed
on the 29th of May, 1872, the precise

ractice which had been followed in
England should have been followed
here. As the hon. gentleman declined
to give me either the names of the
persons who received, or inform me of
the destination of, this money, 1 think
that, at all events, these expenditures
should be entered in a book kept for
the purpose, and audited according to
the intentions of Parliament, when it
would appear in the report of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee; this I con-
ceive to be the truo course that should
be taken. I make these explanations
because the Public Accounts will show
that the Government were cognizant
of the circumstances attending the re-
deposit of this money to the credit of
the Government; and, if I did not
mention the matter at all during last
Session, it was simply because I
desired to arrive at some understanding
with the hon. gentlemen who had been
members of the late Administration.
I have consequently—and until Parlia
ment met—kept the matter entirely
in my own hands, as the hon. gentle-
man knows, and have not attempted
to make any uscef it, or of any of the
documentary evidence, that has been in
our hands with regard to it. It will be,
of course, for this House, or its Commit-
tees, to adopt any coucse that it, or
they, may see fit to take with relation
to the disposal of this $6,000 odd,
retained for payment to some person
or other, the destination of which, as I
have said, the hon. gentleman did not
see proper to communicate to his
successors in the Government, the only
parties who were properly and consti-
tutionally entitled to have anything to
do with the spending of such money,
or of any portion of it.

Siv JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
don’t think the hon. gentleman entered
into any long siatement to myself.

Mr. MACKENZIE.
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The chief conversation I had with my
hon. friend was when, after the Ses-
sion, I called upon him at his own office,
and told him, so far as I thought I

ssibly could do so, what was done
with this €6,600. I told him $600
had been actually paid by the hon.
member for Cumberland for detective
service. My hon. friend (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) asked to know the names of
the parties paid. As regards $6,000 I
told him Senator Campbell had made
himself personally responsible to that
extent, that he was liable for it, and
would have to pay it. Isaid: “I do
not want any after-claps about it.”
My hon. friend the leader of the Gov-
ernment will remember that.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, quite well.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
said the amount was not yet paid, but
Senator Campbell had made himeself
liable for it and would have to pay it
out of his own pocket if it were not
paid to him, I mentioned that to my
hon. friend and so we parted. 1 take
it that this matter will come before
the Public Accounts Committee, when
I shall have no objection toenter into
any farther details as far as is possible,
without giving the names of indivi-
duals, which I am quite sure are not
asked for in England. With regard to
the speech which my hon. friend has
quoted I stated the practice at that
time as I understood it to be. The
practice has varied considerably in Eng-
land since. In England,if an expenditure
of Secret Service money is made, for
example, in the Home Office, a state-
ment is given of the nature of the
service to which it was devoted, but
the names of the parties to whom it
was paid are not stated. The same
practice prevails in the Foreign Office,
where expenditures are made for diplo-
matic purposes, in order to obtain
information, often of great importance,
and also in other departments. My
object in rising was simply to make a
distinct statement of the fact that no
portion of the money in question was
in my hands at all, that I never used it
for any purpose, that it was lying on
deposit in the Bank of Montreal on
special account, until a cheque was
given for iws transfer to the Receiver-
General.
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Mr. MACKENZIE : Of course I quite
agree in the correctness of the state-
ment made by the hon. gentleman that
Senator Campbell was responsible for
the $6,000, or that he had made engage-
ments which would hold him for that
amount. There is no dispute about
that, nor do I contravert the statement,
but I do deny that he can give any
authority for the practice which he says
exists in England. I have given my
authority. We all recognize Mr. Todd
as a high authority.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Yes.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Thete is no
question about the facts. The only
point of difference between us, at those
mterviews, was that 1 did not recog-
nize the right of the hon. gentleman to
pay the money at all. I did want, and
I think I was entitled from my posi-
tion, to know the very parties to whom
the money was to be paid and the
nature of the serviece for which it was
paid. The hon. gentleman chose,
though sitting on the Opposition side
of the House, to usc this money—which
ought notto have been in his hands—
for purposes of which he constituted
himself the sole judge, instead of the
constituted authorities of the country
doing so.

REPRESENTATION IN PARLIA-
MENT.

MOTION DROPPED.

Notices of motion called.

Mr. HOLTON: Mr. Deviin has
requested me to say, on his behalf,
that owing to his absence, he would
not ask hon. gentlemen to proceed with
his motion for a Select Committee to
consider the expediency of providing
some system for securing a more equal
and just representation of all electors.
It must, of ‘course, be dropped, under
the order of the House; probably,
however, to be renewed at a subse-
quent period of the Session.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT.

MOTION FOR INSPECTORS’ INSTRGCTIONS.

Mr. FLYNN moved for instructions
from the Department of Inland Rev-
cnue to Inspectors, in connection with
the Weights and Measures Act. He

|
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said : My object in making this motion
is because I believe the instructions
issued to Inspectors are mnot in accor-
dance with the Act. Some time last
actumn, the Inspector for the consti-
tuency which 1 represcnt, came to
inspect the weights and measures.
Many parties thought they had aright,
under the statute, to use theWinchester
bushel, but he refused to allow them
to do so, unless they could show that a
contract existed. I considered it then
to be my duty to telegraph to the
Department, asking if it were the
intention of the Department to enforce
the immediate use of the imperial
gallon. I received a reply from Mr.
Brunel, that the Department had no
instructions to enforce the ¢ imperial
gallon,” He added “the Act points
out what is required, and circalar 123
explains how that part of the law is
to be administered.” On leoking at
it I found that circular 123 said :

¢ Where you are satisfied that such specific
contract is made, and that the parties thereto
are desirous to submit the measure to be
used in determining quantities under such
agreement for verification.”

In answer to my telegram as to
whether the circular enforced the usc
of the imperial gallon, except in
regard to contracts now existing, and
stating that the Inspector retused to
verify the old Winchester bushel and
the wine gallon, it was stated that this
was to be the casc unless there was a
special contract.  Therefore the Gov-
ernment enforces the imperial measure
immediately, which in my opinion is
contrary to the Act. The Act itselt
does not interfere with the old Win-
chester bushel and the wine gallon
until 1880. My contention is that the
Department should not have issued
any circular under this Act. The
Inspector had a right, was bound in
fact, to verify the old Winchester
bushel and the wine gallon. I thought
it my duty to bring the matter before
the notice of the Department as the
circular was contrary to the Act.

Mr. BLANCHET: I am very glad
the matter has been brought up, as I
have a notice of motion in regard to it.
I want to have the names of the In-
spectors and of the Sub-Inspectors
given in the return. As the notices of
motions are very numerous, the motion
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of my hon. friend might be amended
in such a way as to ascertain the names
of the Inspectors and the Sub-
Inspectors. To save time, I might
say that the execution of that circular
has caused a great deal of dissatisfac-
tion in my part of the country. I
cannot tell who issued the instructions,
but they are very unpopular. As the
Government announce that the measure
will be amended, I hope my hon.
friend the Minister of the Interior
will amend it in such a way as to give
satisfaction to the country.

Mr. POPE (Compton): I want to
call the attention of my hon. friend
opposite to the great noise the question
has occasioned. The requirement is
one to which the people ought not to
be called upon to submit. It has
failed from one end of the country
to the other. It does seem to me that
much of the difficulty would have
becn obviated had my hon. friend
issued instructiors that the country
was to be divided into districts for tho
purpose of verification. As it is now,
many parties in my county have to go
thirty or forty miles to have their
weights and measures verified.

Mr. LAFLAMME: There are dis-
tricts arranged so as to give a radius
of not more than five miles.

Mr. WORKMAN: I hope the Gov-
ernment will introdace an amendment
to the measure, because the greatest
difficulty has been experienced in
carrying out the instructions. It is
almost impossible to carry out the pro-
visions of the Act in its present terms.
I do not think there was ever any
more unpopular measure than that as
to the inspection of weights and
measures. There was one universal
howl against it throughout the country.
I do hope that the amendments, as in-
dicated by the Speech from the Throne,
will obviate the existing difficulties.
During some weeks after it was en-
forced, I was in constant communi-
cation with the heads of the Govern-
ment and their officers, in reference to
the measure, and I must admit that
they met the just complaints of the
people with the greatest attention, and
showed every disposition to abrogate
tho obnoxious provisions, and announc-
ed the intention of the Administration
to propose amendments to Parliament.

Mr. BLANCHET.
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Mr. ROCHESTER: Ifthe expenses
of going thirty or forty miles in the
country for verification are proportion-
ate to the expenses of going half a mile
in towns, they must be very heavy
indeed.  Although scales might be as
correct as it was possible to make
them, they must nevertheless be in-
spected and branded. They were sent
to the Inspector, but all the good ef-
facted was the receiving of $6 or $8 by
the Inspector. The law as a whole is
not a bad law; it is the abuse of the
law which is complained of. It is,
however, one of the most fertile ar-
rangements which has been prepared
for many years, in the way of making
positions. I am not speaking in a
political sense. Parties in favour of
the Government and those opposed to
it are crying out against the abuses in
connection with the inspection of scales.
I prophesied that as soon’ as the regu-
lations were placed in operation, a cry
would be raised against them from one
end of the country to the other, as is
now the case.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward): I
agree with the member for Montreal
West. Itis averyunpopular measure
and should be either amended or re-
pealed. The present Government is
not altogether to blame, for the measure
came originally from the other side of
the House.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario): I can
quite agree with those who say the
Weights and Measures Act is not a
popular measure, but I am not at all
propared to say that it is not required.
It requires some alteration, however.
The gentleman who acts as Inspector
in my constituency is efficient, and is
desirous to discharge his duty proper-
ly, but he feels that he is hampered
by the Act. The great difficulty in
my Riding is that the Inspector has
not control of the officer who follows
him to make the alterations. There is
no scale of charges to guide the indi-
vidnal who performs this work, and it
has been complained that the fees have
been exceedingly excessive and have
given a great deal of trouble. As I
understand the Speech from the Throne,
this Act will be amended, and I will
take this opportunity of suggesting if
it would not be well that the expense
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of altering scales should be borne by
the country, and not by those who use
or own them. Those who use scales
are desirous, for the sake of their own
business, that they should be correct.
They arenot the only persons interest-
-ed, but the whole country at largeis in-
terested. Ithink it isimposing a very
unnecessary expense upon gentlemen
in the trade, who are building and
using scales, that the whole expense
ghould fall upon them. It is rea-
sonable that the expense of verifying
scales should be borne wholly by the
country, especially where they are
found to be correct. When scales are
found to be incorrect, then there might
he some excuse for charging for rectify-
ing them ; but where scales have been
formerly inspected and found to be
correct, it seems to be a hardship for
the user or owner to be obliged, from
timo to time, to incur such a large ex-
pense. The Inspectors should, more-
«over, have control of the men who alter
the scales. I am satisfied the country
-demands some amendment in working
the Act.

Mr. DAVIES: Asyet, this measure
is not applied to Prince Edward Island,
but I believe it will be applied next
year. I can only say it will be most
unpopular. The people have been in
the custom of using the wine measure,
and I don’t see any good reason why
we should be compelled to use the im-
perial. We have alarge trade with
the United States and the West Indies,
and there the wine meusure is used.
The imperial measure, it seems to me,
is dying out, and why it should be in-
troduced into the Dominion of Canada,
I cannot see. The measure will be
most unpopular in the Island, and I
hope the Government will reconsider
the matter.

Mr. WOOD: The objection I enter-
tain to this Act is the want of unifor-
mity in the action of the Inspectors.
The largest scale manufacturers in the
Dowminion are in Hamilton. That firm
has been put to the expense of altering
all their patterns because the Inspector
will not certify platform scales, the
beams of which are marked into tenths
instead of sixteenths, the Imspector
stating that he has orders from the
Commiissioner not to certify them. In
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Toronto, scales are passed which are
not subjected to the same condition as
those in Hamilton. Iwish to convince
the hon. Minister of Inland Revenue
that the system is not carried out in
accordance with the Act. The opera-
tion of the Act tends to make the Gov-
ernment unpopular.

Mr. PLUMB: I do not object to
the law on the ground urged by the
hon. member for Hamilton—that of
making the Reform party unpopular.
I am glad, however, that this discus-
sion has taken place, as I have often
thought of ealling the attention of the
Government to the matter, and I have
often been requested to do so. As-this
has been done by other hon. gentle-
men it is not necessary for me to say
anything further, except that I have
very great complaints from my part of
the country as to the measure. [ trust
the Government will either amend it
or give instructions whereby relief
will be given to those who have been
subjected to annoyance in connection
with its working.

Mr. LAFLAMME: I am much ob-
liged for the observations of hon.
members on the law. I have received
a number of suggestions in a private
manner, and I should be obliged to any
hon. member who would convey to me
anything which would tend to improve
the system.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows :—

Resolved, That an Order of the House do
issue to the proper officer, for copies of
instructions from the Department of Inland
Revenue to Inspectors, in connection with
the Weight and Measures Act ; together with
the namesand salaries of each Inspector and
Sub-Inspector.

BOUNTY ON COAL.

MOTION TO RECEIVE PETITION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton): 1
wish, Mr. Speaker, to make a few
remarks on a question of privilege.
I consider every member of this House
has a right to present a petition, so
long as it is couched in proper and re-
spectful language, and so long as it does
not ask for any additional burdens on
thepublic. Ipresented a petition from
Henry Mitchell and others, asking that
the coal trade of the Dominion ot
Cunada should be taken into consider-
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ation by this House, and I understand
you have decided that it is not admis-
sible, on the ground that it asks that
additional burdens should be imposed
on the people. On lookitg over the
petition, I cannot see that it asks for any
additional burden to be imposed. The
petition is rather in the nature of a
remonstrance of those who are interest-
ed in the coal trade, to the effect that
the policy pursued by the people of
the United States, in excluding our
coal from their market, while their
coal was admitted to our market, was
disastrous to the coal tgade of the
Dominion, and it asked that this
House should take the matter into
consideration. Yet it does say, cer-
tainly, that it would be desirable that
a bounty should be allowed on coals
shipped from the Dominion; but it
places the matter in the alternative, in
that a duty might be placed on coals
coming into the Dominion from the
United States. There is nothing in
the petition, in my opinion, which
contravenes the rezulations of this
House. I perceive there are certain
instances in which a petition is not
received by the House of Commons.
It is laid down by May that a petition
to the Commons praying directly or
indirectly for an advance of the public
money, for compounding or relinquish-
ing dues, or the remission of taxes,
will only be received if recommended
by the Crown. But it does not in any
way state that a petition shall not be
received which refers to a matter of
trade, and which asks that a duty
shall be placed upon a foreign article.
At any rate, the petition is one which
should receive the consideration of this
House. 1 therefore move:

¢ That the petition of Henry Mitclell and
others be received.”

Mr. SPEAKER: I judged of the
character of the petition from the
endorsation. The hon. gentleman says
the duty may be neutralised by an
equal bounty on all coal sent to the
United States. T don’t care to go be-
yond the hon. gentleman’s own state-
ment, and on that statement I rule that
the petition should not be received on
account of its asking that public moneys
should be paid to certain private parties,
which, as the hon. gentleman himself

Mr. MacKay.
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admits, would be inadmissible. He sug-
geost that it is merely a remonstrance.
This House does not receive remons-
trances, but only petitions. But I find it
does ask for something :

‘‘ We therefore ask, in the interest of free—
trade, not of protection, that your hon.
House will neutralize this hostile duty of
seventy-tive cents by giving an equal bounty
on all coals sent to the United States.”

Under these circumstances, I cannot
change my views with regard to the
propriety of receiving this petition.
And I doubt the propriety of the mode
in which the hon. member secks to set
my decision aside. I think also if he
is determined to take that course that it
would be better for him to postpone it
for a day, in order that I may consult
the authorities.

Mr. MACKAY : M. Speaker, I bow
to your decision. As regards the
endorsation, it was not by myself but
by officers of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The rules require
that a petition should be endorsed by
the hon. member himself.

Mr. MACKAY: It is endorsed, I
think, but only to a certain extent. I
will let the matter stand until to-
morrow, in accordance with your
desire.

RECOGNITION OF THE VOLUN-
TEERS OF 1837-38.

RESOLTUTION.

Mr. BROUSE moved that the House
resolve itself into Committee of the
‘Whole to consider the following reso-
lution :—

“That some substantial recognition
should be given to those loyal Volunteers
who defended the British flag during the
troubles of 1837 and 1838 in this country,
And therefore it is the opinion ot this House
that an area of the wild lands of the Dominion
should be granted them, not less equal in
elxte’nt to that offered to the immigrant set-
tler.”

He said: An eminent writer once
said a wise statesman will legislate for
the purpose of promoting loyalty
among the subjects. I know no way
in which this can be better accom-
plished than by giving some consi-
deration to loyal acts in the past, in
order to encourage the performance of
others in the future. All nations are
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full of precedents of this character, our
own among the number. We find in
1775, when the rebellion of the United
States was closed, and when the British
flag was dishonoured and that of the
United States was raised in its place,
that some ten thousand men and
women, - loyal . to  the British
Crown, settled on the banks of the
St. Lawrence in our midst. It
was felt that some recognition should
be given to those loyal people, and a
portion of the wild lands were given to
them and to their descendants. When
our country was invaded in 1812 by a
foreign army, to each ot'the loyal volun-
tecrs who came forward and nobly
repulsed the enemy. driving them com-
pletely from our territory, Parliament
granted a portion of the wild lands.
That legislation has_been supplement-
«ed by the present Dominion Govern-
ment, and no act of the Administra-
tion has given greater satisfaction to
the people than their application for
$50,000 for grants to be given to the
veterans of 1812 who so nobly came
forward in the defence of their villages
and theiv institations. About forty
years have clapsed since other demon-
strations of loyalty were made in this
country. I will notreferto the causes
of the troubles of 1837-38; suffice it to
say, that time and a forgiving public
have effaced almost from history the
causes of the troubles; but T cannot
forget what is due to those loyal men
who came forward in defence of their
country and suppressed the rebellion.
T can, indeed, speak of the incidents as
an individual, for some of them oc-
curred in the county which I represent.
Tn the state of New York, not far from
the boundary line of the St. Lawrence,
-a large body of troops were gathered
in 1838 for the purpose of invading
Canada. They wero under the com-
mand of a distinguished American
officer, and it was known they intended
to make their attack in the vicinity of
“Brockville and Prescott. The vessels
of the invaders were driven from the
landing places and drifted down stream
to Windmill Point, which is well
~ known in connection with Canadian

<history. A landing was made there by
‘the American troops, who were well
sarmed and disciplined, and, who visited
the country,not for a temporary visit,
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but as invaders; and it was only by
the determined loyalty of the people
they were driven from the soil. © Forty
years have passed away, and no sub-
stantial recognition has been given to
those men for their services. When a
foreign flag was placed on Windmill
Point, when the best of ‘the dwellings
were taken possession of by the in-
vaders, then the loyalty of the people,
especially of those on the banks of the
St. Lawrence, was manifested. The
by-ways were crowded with men, some
with arms and some with inferior wea-
pons, coming to vepel the invaders.
Many of those who came forward at
that time to drive the invaders from
the soil, came not to return again.
Others returned maimed; and shall
there be no recognition of their ser-
vices when the country follows the
precedent of having rewarded loyalty
in the past? I ask hon. members if it
is not the daty of this or any
Government to follow the practice fol-
lowed in th> past,and to legislate with
a view to promote the loyalty of the
people. I am happy to say that in
this country it may not be necessary to
take such action, because it is only a
few years since we had an illustration
of the loyalty of the Cinadian people.
When the sentiment of the British
public was declared to be that no
person should be taken from the deck
of a vessel carrying the British flag, "
the Canadian people were loyal to the
old. flag. This 'Government and
preceding  Governments have been
exceedingly anxious to send cmigrant
agents to the old Kuropean countries
to induce emigrants 1o come and
gettle in Canada. Those immigrants
had not only portions of their passage
money paid, but also their cxpenses,
and when they arrived we were
anxious. to give them a portion. of our
wild lands for settlement.  The
object was to preserve the British flag
in this country—half of a continent.
Shall we be more anxious to reward
strangers, to whom we allot a portion
of our wild lands, than those who
protected the British flag in this
country in time of danger? - We have
in the North-west a vast area of wild
lands, and I submit that a portion
should be given to each of those loyal
men, equal in extent to that offered to an
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immigrant settler. I believe the grant
of a portion of those lands would not
impoverish the country, and it would
reward the loyalty of those who, forty
years ago, repelled an invasion of the
country.  Therefore, I ask the House
to take the action contemplated in my
motion, which I submit with a full
belief that, if its provisions were car-
ried out, it would be more effective
than any other measure in settling
the North-west.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is some
doubt as to whether a resolution ot this
kind is strictly in order. True, its
adoption would be a mere declaration
of opinion on the part of the House,
and my recollection of the authorities
is that, in such cases, a great degree of
latitude is allowed. Itcertainly would
be out of the question that any Bill to
give effect to this resolution could be
introduced into the House without the
assent of the Crown. I am not pre-
pared to rule the motion out of order,
but it is for the mover to consider
whether he will press the matter
further under the circumstances.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I will call the
attention of my hon. friend to some
fucts in connection with the class he
alludes to, to which he has not referred.
In the first place, it was provided by
the Legislature of the old Province of
Canada that a pension, not excecding
$80, should be paid to all those who
were disabled in consequence of wounds
or hardships encountered in the short
but somewhat vigourous campaign
upon our frontier at that time, and a
very large number of pensions are
granted under that authority. There
was a Board of Physicians appointed,
if T recollect aright, in each county,
and if they reported that any person
had served and was  disabled
in the service, he became en-
titled to a pension not exceeding
$80. It may, therefore, fairly be
presumed that all those who have
been disabled have been pensioned in
this way. Another matter requires a
little attention. That Rebellion was
confined to the two Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada, lately the Province
of Canada. The lands at the disposal
of the Dominion Government arc the
property of the whole Dominion—the

Mr. Brovusk.
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new as well as the old Provinces—and
it may be doubtful, therefore, whether
we should be able to consider the reso-
lution as my hon. friend has proposed
it. But noone can doubt the expe-
diency of doing everything that is just
and fair and reasonable to encourage
the class to whom he alludes. He first
brought before the House the case of
the old soldiers who had served in the
war of 1812-14, and in consequence of
his bringing the matter before the
House, these old pensioners received a
recognition at the hands of Parliament.
Although the sum granted was small,
it gave a good deal of pleasure, and,
we hope, some protit to some. This
matter has only been brought to the
attention of the Government, for the
first time, this morning, and we are not
prepared to say anything definite with
regard to it at present. I hope, there-
fore, my hon. friend will not ask for a
Committee of the Whole now, but will
Cefer the matter, content with having
brought it under the notice of Parlia-
ment and the Government, and I pro-
mise him, on our part, that we shall
consider it at as early a day as
ossible.

Mr. ROBINSON : I hope the House
will not allow such an important
question as this to escape their attention
on a mere question of order. Repre-
senting a loyal population myself, 1
give the mover of the resolution great
credit for introducing it. We are apt
to think more highly of motions per-
taining to one party or the other, than
of one such as the present. It wasnot
necessary to refer to the exertions
of the volunteers in the campaigns of
76, 1812-14, and 1837-8, or in the
Fenian Raid, to make those exertions

alatable and agreeable to the House.
It is well known what results attended
upon the patriotism and the spirit of
the volunteers, in reference to whom
the Duke of Wellington, in his place
in Parliament, at the time of the dis-
cussion of the Union Bill, in 1840, stated
that the exertions of the militia of this
country in 1812, when England’s hands
were tied behind her back, had not
only saved this country to the Crown
and people of Great Britain, but had
raised a monument to their honour
equal to that any country in the civi-
lized world could boast of. We all know
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that in 1837-8 the Monroe doctrine was
in force on this continent, and the Am-
ericans declared that they alone had
the right to possess it, but, owing to the
gallant exertions of the volunteers, the
enemy's standard was kept out of

Canada. But for their gallantry and
devotion, we should not now be
sitting here.  Perhaps by wise

legislation, we have sent our agents
abroad to tell strangers that this
country is well deserving of their
immigration and that they would
prosper here. 1 believe 7,000 or 8,000
Mennonites, from Russia, are scttled
where I hope they may prosper; but
those men, from their peculiar religious
belief, would not come forward to de-
fend our flag if it was being trod in
the dust. Probably the same applies
to the Laplanders. Recollecting the
services of the people who served in
1837-8, we cannot refuse them the
same amount of land which we give to
Laplandersand Mennonites. In Ontario,
the Legislature frequently gives as
much as 10,000 acres of land per mile
_ to railways, but, though that is a good

object, how much better is it to recog-
nize the interests of these men by giv-
ing them an equal grant of land for
their services. I suppose it is not so
much for the sake of the value of the
100 acres of land that this is asked, as
for the recognition it conveys of the
patriotism of the men,—a sentiment
which it would tend to sustain though
iteould not strengthen. I't is often stated
as a matter of pride, that people are
descended from the United Empire
Loyalists, and T think the Legislature
would do an excellent thing if it would
agree to this motion.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) : I hope
the hon. mover of this resolution will
be as successful as he was two years
ago, and that the veterans of 1837-38
will receive recognition as well as the
veterans of 1812. It is not for the
value of the grant, but as a gracious
act done by the Queen, through the
Government of this country, that this
18 asked. I was present when the
paltry sum of $20 was handed to
those veterans 80 and 90 years old,
and I saw their cheeks wet with tears,
not from the value of the gift, but from
the sense that their Queen and country
recognized their services. I am glad
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to learn, from the oxpressions of the
Premier, that he will consider this
matter, and T have no doubt the hon.
member for Kingston will acquiesce
in a grant being made, and that no
member on either side will oppose it.
It would be much better to encourage
our own people to settle the millions
of acres in the North-West, than to
import immigrants from the old
country, and I think the Government
might grant 200 acres instead of 100,
and permit the sons of these people to
take them if they do mnot go
themselves. I suppose half the
immigrants we get do not stay here,
but go to the other side.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
can only say that, in this case, I cannot
even vote, for I am one of the volun-
teers who served in 1837-8, and I hope
I shall get a substantial recognition.

Mr. BROUSE: I have been very
happy to hear the remarks of the
Premier on this question, and, in con-
sequoence of the statement he made,
and believing as I do, that, as we well
know, the rebels of 1887-8 have already
been paid—

Mr. DYMOND: No, no.

Mr. BROUSE : The hon. gentleman
was not here at that time, but if he
had been and had had friends who
shed their blood in the struggle, he
would not say, “No, no.” Tam glad
to accept the Premier's statement, and
Tam prepared never to rest satisfied
until these loyal men have received
some recognition from their country.

Motion withdrawn.

MERCHANT SHIPPING.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER, in the absence of Mr.
MrrcueLL, moved for copies of all cor-
respondence between the Government
of Canada and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in relation to legislation affecting
Merchant Shipping; also, copies of
instructions given to Mr. William
Smith, Deputy of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, on his reccent
mission to England in connection with
the above subject, together with all
correspondence relating thereto, had
between the said Deputy and Her
Majesty’s Government, or any of the
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officials thereof; also, all correspond-
ence had in relation to such mission
between the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the said Deputy, with the
report of the said Deputy in relation to
such mission.

Motion agreed to.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
- ment shewing the following particulars
. in regard to a main brick sewer con-
structed through the station yard of
the Intercolonial Railway at Moncton
during tho past year:—

1, The Parliamentary authority under
which the expenditure was made ;

2. Plan shewing the locality, size and
extent of the work, and the buildings served
thereby ;

¢¢3. The cubic yards each, of earth and
rock excavations; the days’ labor and
amount expended in making such excava-
tions; the quavtity each of stone, bricks,
lime and cement used and the amount paid
therefor at the place whence received ; the
amount paid or allowed and charged for
transportation ; the number of days’ labour
and amount expended in laying the bricks
and stone work ; the quantity of material
used in covering, and the days’ labour and
expense expended in coverin% the sewer;

4, The particulars of all other amounts
charged as for such main sewer;

¢« 5, The total cost of the sewer;

‘6. The names of the persons from whom,
and the places whence each lot of
material was procured, and the amount paid
to each person therefor, with the date of pay-
ment ;

7. The statement to show how the
charges in counection with the sewer have
been classified and entered in the Public
Accounts.”

He said his object was to elicit in-
formation in regard to what must
have been a very large expendi-
tare in the vicinity of the public build-
ings at Moneton. They heard ramours
a8 to how work was being done, and
extravagance carried on, but they had
no data on which to form a judgment
until the papers were laid before the
House. He had not been able to find
the particulars he required in the Re-
port of the Minister of Public Works,
and hoped the necessity of finding the
suthority for this oxpenditure would
be a justification for his asking for so
many papers.

Myr. TureEs.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
quite impossible to comply with the
hon. gentleman’s requisition.. He had
no means, nor could any possible means
be found to count the }t))ricks in that
drain, or to obtain many other particu-
lars which the hon. gentleman asked
for. The motion might pass, and all
the details which the accounts per-
mitted would be furnished..

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing :—

1. The original size and cost, exclusive of
heating apparatus, of the brick building at
Moncton Enown as the general offices of the
Intercolonial Railway ;

2. The size and cost of the additions to
such building ;

3. The original cost of the heating appara.
tus and of any additions made during the
year 1876 ;

4. A plan of each of the four floors of said
building as at prefent arranged, showing the
purpose to which each of the rooms is
apg)ro riated ; .

. I'he parliamentary authorily for the
various expenditures;

6. The names. of all persons who may
have been employed as Inspectors, Firemen,
or Supervieors of such work, the time
allowed to each and the wages paid them.
In case any part of the work was done under
contract, the statement to show the fact, the
date and amount of the contract and the
name of the contractor;

The statement to shew the items or parti-
culars of cost, as well as the total amount
expended in each case, and the manner in
which the expenditures have been classified.

He said he submitted the motion for
the purpose of eliciting information for
the benofit of the public. As to the par-
ticulars with reference to the sewer,
it would not be necessary, as the hon.
the Premier scemed to intimate, to
count the bricks, for the contracts and
tenders still existing would certainly
give the quantity bought, delivered,
and paid for. It was openly stated,
that this work was erected partly by
contract, and partly by day's labour,
that the material was brought from
various places and credited to all
branches of the railroad. Stories had
been scattered broadcast over the
country about the extravagance of the
Government officials and General
Superintendent; and it was in the
interest of the Government that the
public should have such information
ag it was justly entitled to, with
regard to those expenditures.
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Mr. MACKENZIE, said the Govern-
‘ment would furnish the hon. gentleman
with as close a statement as could be
procured, but of course it will take
some time, involving an examination
of the books for many years back.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment from the proper Intercolonial
Railway official showing the quantities,
kinds and cost of rails, fish plates, bolts
and nuts, spikes and sleepers, as fol-
lows :—-
. “On hand but not in use on 30th June,
1875—received during the year ending 3.th
June, 1876—used an§ otherwise disposed of
during the same period—the balance on hand
but not in use at that date—received during
the six monihs ending 31st December, 1876—
used and otherwise ?iisposed of during the
sameperiod—and the balance on hand but
not in use on the 31st December last.

. “The statement to show the date when
each lot was received, the quantity, the place
whence received, parties from whom pur-
chased, name of the vessel freighting rails,
fish plates, &c., amount of freight paid, and
also the names of all persons to whom any
such material was sdld, the quantities so
disposed of and the prices received therefor.”

Mr. MACKENZIE said this state
ment must be necessarily confined to
the period in which the stock was
taken. This would take a much longer
time than any other motion on the
hon. gentleman’s long list, and he must
not be ‘surprised if the information
required could not be given before the
House rose.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that would be
satisfactory, but, as it was said that
there was a peculiar style of book
keeping, which facilitated the harmo-
nizing of figures, it became necessary
that the statement should be brought
down as far as possible in the way he
had intimated, in order that they
might get anything like a correct idea
of the Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing the authority under
which two dwelling-houses with stables
and outbuildings were erected during
the past summer at Moncton, for the
.use of the resident Enginecr and Traffic
Superintendent of the Intercolonial
Railway; the amount authorized to be
cxpended and the amount actually
expended, the statement to be accom-
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panied by statements showing, in detail,
all charges made for such works, and
the accuunts to which such charges
have been entered in the books of the
railway; such statement to be so made
up as to show the following particu-
lars:—- ,

1. The quantity, kind and cost of stone
used in the cellars and foundations ;

2. Labour and cost of procuring the same ;

3. Cost of erecting foundations and cellars;

4. Cost of foundation not used and its
subsequent removal ;

6. Cost of labour and material used in
constructing drains and of connecting same
with main sewer;

6. Amount paid for water pipes and for
laying the same, giving the size and length
of such pipes, the cost of tanks, baths,
pumps, sinks, closets and fixtures in con
nection therewith ;

7. Cost, each, of chimneys, grates, stoves,
woodwork, plastering, earth embankment
and fencing ;

8. Cost of Inspection.

The statement shall give the names of
places from which the stones were procured,
the number of days the trackmen were
employed in procuring such stone and the
amount charged to the buildings therefor,
and the amount allowed or charged for
freight on the same.

He said he could not find any ap-
propriation for these buildings; and
the public alleged that these rail-
ways had cost a very much larger
sum of money than had been officially
reported. If these buildings had been
erected without proper authority, the
question arose : In how many other
instances this practice had been fol-
lowed. It was openly reported, and he
believed correctly, that the Superin-
tendent promised to provide the men
with a museum, or a reading room,
and curiosity shop. He thought such
buildings should not be put up without
the consent of the Government, and
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
should have something to say in the
matter ; for, although the hon. mem-
ber for Westmoreland, of whom New
Brunswick would always be proud,
had been labouring in the interests of
the country, Mr. Brydges took to him- -
gelf the credit of what wasdone in this
relation,

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, besides
these two buiidings, nineteen others,
built during the Administration of the
hon. gentlemen oppdsite, had been
erected in consequence of the absolute

" Raiheay.
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necessity for affording aceommodation
for the people there employed. All
the occupants paid rent to the Gov-
ernment, and for the two houses to
which the hon. gentleman had alluded
the rent was $500 per annum.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing tho quantity of work
done in enlarging the railway water-
works at Moncton during the year
1876, with the particulars of all expen-
ditures in connection therewith.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving full particulars of all
expenditure made in constructing res-
taurant, enlarging the store-house,
erecting freight-house, altering and
improving the station-house, construct-
ing sidinge, erecting coal-sheds and
trestle works, constructing platforms,
ballasting tracks and grading the yard,
and other such work done in the rail-
way station-yard at Moncton during
the year 1876.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment of copies of all correspondence
which has taken place between the
officer in charge of the Government
railways and his subordinate officers,
as well as with the Department of
Public Works and the Canada Guaran-
tee Company in reference to the defal-
cation of Alfred Brush, late cashier of
the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he must
request his hon. friend not to press
this motion, as steps were to be taken
to procure further information con-
cerning this person, and it was not
advisable, in the public interest, that the
particulars should be disclosed.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he
withdraw it.

Motion withdrawn.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving a full account of all acci-
dents which had occurred on the
Intercolonial Railway since 1st July
last, giving the locality and cause of
each, the damage done, the cost of re-
pairs to stock, indemnification to per-
sons for goods damaged or injuries
sustained, and the action taken in
regard to any dereliction of duty which
may have caused such accident.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

would
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Mr. MACKENZIE said his hou.
friend would find the information re-
quired in the Public Works Report.
1f, on examination he considered further
details necessary, the Government
would be prepared to furnish them.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had looked
over the Report, and found that some
of the accidents to which he hereafter
proposed to refer were not mentioned,
though this might not be within the
knowledge of the Premier. One case
concerned an elderly female who was
run over and seriously injured. She
was supplied with medical treatment,
necessities and comforts under instruc-
tions from the Intercolonial Railway
authorities, but, when the bill was sent
in, payment was refused. He moved
for the papers in order that he might
hereafter bring up the matter in a
more prominent shape.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for copies
of any Orders in Council and of all
correspondence which has taken place
between the officer in charge of the
Government Railways, or his Traffic
Superintendent and the Minister of
Customs, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and the Minister of Public
Works in regard to the appointment of
Mr. James McAlister to the position of
Cashier of the Intercolonial Railway,
the creation of the office of Dominion
Auditor at Moncton, the transfer of Mr.
McAlister thereto, the appointment of
Mr.Charles D. Thompson to the posi-
tion of Cashier, the subsequent removal
of Mr. Thompson, the abolition of the
office of Dominion Auditor and the
re-appointment of Mr. James McAlister
to the office of Cashier; also in regard
to the subsequent provision made for
for Mr. Thompson.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he could not
give copies of correspondence which
had passed between Ministers, save of
such as were strictly official, and con-
cerned business matters.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment made up so as to show for each
month of the two years ending 31st
December, 1876, the following parti-
culars in relation to the working and
management of the Intercolonial Rail-
way :——
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1. The number of miles run by the engines
in each service, as follows :—OQOrdinary pas-
eenger {raing, special passenger trains,
freight trains, mixed traizs, constructioa
trains, with the mileage made by each des-
cription of cars used in each service.

. The gross working expenses, wi‘hout
deductions, made up in accordance w th the
general classification of the railway accounts,

3. The particulars of all charges made for
the use of engines and cars, as well as for
railway freight, debited to the various ser-
vices and deducted from the working ex-
penses of the railway. This statement ‘o show
the deductions as made from each subdivision
of the expenses, and to what service such
deductions were charged.

4. The average,in detail, bef>re and after
such deductions have been made.

5. A statement giving full and detailed in-
formaticn in relation to the special trains for
the conveyanc~ of passengers or officers of
the railway, which were run from the lst
July, 1875, to the 31st December,1876. The
statement to show whence and where to each
such train was run, and the date; the dis-
tance; the names of the conductors and
engine-driver in clLarge, the reason for run-
ning it, the amount received for each gervice,
and the expenses incidental thereto.

He said the motion required a good
deal of information to be furnished ; but
it was necessary, in order to clear up
some alleged difficulties.

Mr. MACKENZIE said these details
could certainly be given, but to do so
would necessitate the employment of a
great many additional clerks for several
months. Asitwould require an exami-
nation of the books of each station on the
line, he submitted to the hon. gen-
tleman, as well as to the House,whether
such an expensive return should be
asked for. It would be much better if
the hon. gentleman would specify
exactly what he wanted.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not know
whether his hon. friend at the head of
the Government had been advised ros-
pecting the answer he had given, but he
would agsume that was not the case,
He did not helieve it necessary, from
his acquaintance with the mode in
which books were kept in connec-

tion with the Railway Department, to |

visit a single station. = The information
in question could be farnished in a very
short time by the head of tne Depart-
ment, from the records in it. The
report of the Minister of Public Works,
laid en the table of the House during
the present Session, showed every mile
that any train had run. Of course, if
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the adoption of the motion did
involve the appointment of a number
of additional clerks and a large amount
of extra labour, it would be a very
grave reason why some hesitation
should be shown by the Government
regarding that matter, but his hon.
friend, on referring to the books of his
Department, would find that they would
furnish all the information required,
without involving much delay or ex-
ense.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he admitted
the information could be supplied, but
it would necessitate a good deal of ex-
pense and take up a good deal of time.
The motions the hon. gentleman was
submitting,oughtnot, strictly speaking,
go on the Journals of the House in
their present shape, as the Government
were compelled to qualify so many of
them. A portion could not possibly be
granted and passed as they stood, for
such a course might, in the future, cause
some misunderstanding. He had per-
mitted them to pass because he was
desirous of affording all possible
information.

Mr. HOLTON said he regarded the
order of the House as a sacred thing,
which was not to be trifled with, and,
therefore, not with reference to this
particular motion, but with respect to
all such motions, he thought that the
Premier, who would pardon him for
saying 80, ought either to accept them
in their fullness, in their obvious sense,
or amend or reject them.

Motion agreed to.

It being Six o’clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing the expenditure in-
curred during the last two yearsending
January 31st, 1877, for carpets, cur-
taing, dining and bedroom furniturc,
fixings, fittings and utensils, linen,
crockery, china, catlery, and silver
ware; also for desks, tables, chairs,
sofas, lounges, pictures and fittings for
the General Offices of the Intercolonial
Railway at Moncton. The statement
to give the name and cost of each item
and to include all articles furnished by
any department or branch of the Rail-
way Service.

Motion agreed to.
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Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving copies of all correspon-
dence which has taken place between
the officer in charge of the Government
Railways or any official in charge of a
department of the Intercolonial Rail-
way and the Pheenixville Iron Com-
pany, or any other person, from a
company in the State of Pennsylvania,
in relation to any offers for bridge
superstructure, iron roofs, turn-tables,
engines, cars, work, supplies or other
matter or thing since 31st December,
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been in the form of tender or other-
wise, stating upon the face of any offer
if the same has been accepted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
impossible to give all the items.
Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving a full account of all
charges made and expenses incurred
for changing the guage of the Inter-
colonial Railway, and shewing how
the expenditure is classified in the
Railway Accounts.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for astate-
mentshewing the names, ages, denomi-
nation, date of appointment, occupa-
tion and salary of all persons, except
ordinary mechanics and labourers, who
were in the service of the Intercolonial
Railway on the 31st March, 1876 ; also
a separate statement giving similar
information in regard to persons who
were in the serviee of the Railway on
the 3lst December last; such return
to include the names of all employés
whether on the pay sheets or other-
wise.

Mr. MACKENZIE said all the
fabourers were on the pay sheect as a
matter of course.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving a full epitome of all offers
or tenders made from the 30th June,
1873, to 31st December, 1876, to any
authorized officer of the Intercolonial
Railway, for each of the following:
wheels, axles, springs, tubes, tools,
stoves, iron, ironwork, iron roofy,
bridge superstructure, cars, ploughs,
oil, tallow, waste, fuel, rails, frogs,
spikes, and other principal supplies,

Mr. DonvILLE.
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and also for buildings, snow sheds, or
any description of work usually done
by coniract; the statement to include
the names of the parties who made such
offers, and the names of those whose
offers were accepted, as well as the
names of those who in any case were
invited to submit offers, and the names
of those, if any, whose contracts were
cancelled, and giving the cause
thereof.
Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE morved for a state-
ment showing the names and address
of all persons, firm+ or companies, who
supplied materials or stores of any
kind, during the two years ending
31st  December, 1876, for the use
of the Intercolonial Railway; such
statement to show, opposite cach name,
the date, general character of the
goods supplied, the amount of the pur-
chase and the reference number of the
receipt taken iwhen the goods were
paid for.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved tor a state-
ment giving a general deseription and
cost of cach of the works of the Inter-
colonial Railway, not chargeable to
ordinary maintenances, which have
been constructed during the two years
ending 31st Decmber, 1876; by day’s
labour or private arrangement, giving
the name of the engineer and inspector
under whose immediate supervision
the work was done.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
all that was in the report. Nothing
could be given but what the engineers
had already disclosed.

Mr, DOMVILLE said he was in-
formed, but was not prepared to say
that his information was correct until
the papers were brought down, that
works had been awarded amounting to
$10,000 which ought to have been ten-
dered for. He could not find anything
in the reports which would show how
these contracts were given.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving copies of any agreement,
arrangement or correspondence 1n pur:
suance of which the officers of the
Intercolonial Railway or any other
Government officials, are insured with
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the Guarantee Company of Canada,
such statement to be accompanied by
statement showing who of the officers
of such railway have been so insured,
the amount of such insurance, the
premiums paid in each case, and
the amount of insurance paid by
the said Guarantee Company on any
policy. He said the officials felt it
was not right to have deductions made
on the pay sheet without their con-
sent ; and, further, they did not know
on what plan the insurance had been
effected.

Mr. MACKENZIE said every officer
in a responsible position was required
to give personal or other security.
The officer paid the security himself—
the Government did not pay it.

Mr. TUPPER &aid he believed there
was an insurance altogether different
from the insurance for good behaviour.
As he understood it, these deductions
were made for the purpose of insuring
their lives from death or personal
accidents.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that was a
different thing, covered by the next
motion. He suggested that the words
“or any other Government officials”
should be struck out.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing—1st, the arrangement
made for insuring the employés of the
Intercolonial Railway against acci-
dents; 2nd, the mouthly deductions
made from the wages or salaries of
such employés, on account of said
insurance from the time the Govern-
ment undertook the risks up to 31st
December last; and 3rd, the particu-
lars of all amounts paid out of the
Railway on account of such insurance.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing the following particulars
i regard to the traffic of the Inter-
colonial Railway for each of the six
Imotnths preceding the 1st of January
ast:—

L. The number of tons of throngh freight
forwarded to each Station of the Inter-
colonial from any Station on the Grand
Trunk Railway ; showing in cach case the
total freight charges thereon, the amount of
such charges apportioned to each Railway,
the whole number of tons carried per mile on
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cach line, the average receipts per ton per
mile by each line, and the amount pza»icfJe to
the Grand Trunk Railway Company for the
mileage of their cars used on the Inter-
colonial.

2. The like particulars respecting through
freight forwarded to each Btation on the
Grand Trunk Railway from any Station on
the Intercolonial.

3. The number of tons of local freight
forwarded to each Station on the Inter-
colonial from each other Station, shewing
the freight charges thereon, the whole num-
ber of tons carried per mile and the average
receipts per ton per mile,

4. The number of local and through
paseengers carried, shewing the Intercol-
onial Railway proportion of the sums
received therefor, the whole number carried
per mile, and the average receipts, per
passenger per mile.

5. The Revenue arising from each other
gource.

6. The total Revenue.

7. The number of tons of freight received
at Halifax from any Kuropean steamer or
vessel and transported over the Intercolonial
on_through Bills of Lading or otherwise, to
points beyond River du Loup, and shewing
the Intercolonial Railway’s proportion ol
the freight charges thereon, and the average
receipts per ton per mile.

He said there was a great injustice
done to the residents of the Lower
Provinces, and he believed he could
show, when the papers came down, that
the rates charged wore mnot in
accordance with justice. Flour was
carried on the Intercolonial Railway
to St. John or Sussex at $45 to $50
per car load, but return freights were
charged $65 to $70. TFreight was
brought from Halifax at $22.30 per
car load, but from St. John to Halifax
it was $65 to $70—mnearly three times
the rate. This system was injurious,
not only to local trade, but also to
steamers on the North Shore, such as
the Gulf steamers, which were almost
run off the line. He was informed
that there had been fifteen different
tariffs issued within the last twelve or
eighteen months, and that from St.
John to Shediac potatoes were carried
less per barrel than by the car load, in
proportion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the labour
of collecting the statement would take
several months, but he was quite wil-
ling to give all the information he
could.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the rates
on the Intercolonial had practically
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destroyed the capitai invested in
the " steamboats trading from Mont-
real to Quebec, yet he had no fault
to find with the management of the
railway except in one particular.
He had always advocated the con-
struction of the railway and its
location as it existed, and thought
this was justified by the result
which had sprung from it. The down
freights were so very low that they
had driven off private enterprise. He
believed it to be the true interest, as
well of the Last as of the West, that
that road should be built, even if at a
large expense to the country, it being
onc of the great arteries which con-
nected the castern with the western
portion of the country. It was in the
true interest of Canada that the road
should get the traffic at any sacrifice.
He had suffered with others, but he did
notl complain of that. He complained,
however, of a barrel of flour being car-
ried at 28 cents to Halifax, when the re-
tarn freight was 50 to 55 cents. It was
unfair to diseriminate to such an extent
against the private enterprise of the
steamship companies. Ho hoped the
Premier would look into it, and he was
satisfied he would apply a remedy.
While, five years ago, probably one-half
of the flour and cereals which were
used in the Maritime Provinces came
from the United States, now there were
hardly any. But restrictions were
placed upon the traffic from the east to
the west. In the county from which
he came, over 400 people were engaged
in the fishing interests—taking fresh
fish to the United States. If a proper
tariff were established, they could go to
New York by way of Montreal, and
thus thousands of dollars would accrue
to the Intercolonial. But, unless a
whole car load was got up, special ratos
by that route could not be obtained,
and the traffic was thus lost. It was
true that the railway obtained a portion
of its traffic by St. John to Boston by
steamships, but if anything like the
rates established on the western were
placed on the eastern-going freights,
it would get the whole of that
traffic; and it would amount to a very
considerable sum of money.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment was placed in the same position
as a commercial company, and was

Mr. MITCHELL.
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bound to obtain the largest amount of
revenue for the outlay expended. The
nmileage by the Grand Trunk to the
Lower Provinces was almost exactly
the same by Portland as by Riviére
du Loup, and if they did not carry
flour by the Intercolonial at as cheap
a rate to Halifax and St. John ag 1t
could be carried vid Portland, they
would not get the business. It was a
matter of indifference to the Grand
Trunk over which route the traffic
passed castward from Montreal, the
expense being the same by each. It
was matter for regret that the work-
ing of the Intercolonial Railway had
greatly injured the steamship com-
panies trading between ports on the
St. Lawrence. It would be much more
gratifying to the Government if all
the steamship lines were prosperous
as well as the railroads, but that
appeared to be impossible. The charge
of $28 a carload from Pictou to
Halifax, a distance of 113 miles, was not
excessive. When the question was
before the Railway Committee, atten-
tion was called to the fact that the
rate from Ottawa to Prescott, which
was only half the distance, was greater.

Mr. MITCHELL: It is a monopoly.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Itisa monopoly
which does not pay any dividend.

Mr. MITCHELL: And never will
under its management.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment were exceedingly anxious to
arrange an equitable tariff. It was
impossible to establish a pro rata tariff
over the Intercolonial without reference
to rates received by connecting com-
Eanies. As to the statement of the

on. member for Northumberland in
regard to fish traffic, a part of it was
new to him. He was not aware that
it was possible to send portions of car-
loads over the line and connect with
New York; but thought it was neces-
sary in order to carry fish, especially
in the hot season, to provide refrigera-
tor cars.

Mr. MITCHELL: I mean in winter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment would give the matter attention,
and, if any desirable change could be
made, they would lose no fime in having
it carried out. He was obliged to the
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hon. member for Northumberland for ; the Government was not incapable of

his suggestion.

Mr. TUPPER said he was glad the
(iovernment were growing wiser in
their generation ; there certainly was
great room for 1t. Those members who
had been for a number of years in the
House wounld remember that constant
attacks were made upon the late Gov-
ernment in regard to rates charged
over the Government raflways in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. It
was alleged that the Government were
working the roadsat a greatloss to the
country for the special convenience of
the people in that section. In time, a
change of régime was brought about,
and hon. gentlemen opposite were
charged with the duty of administering
the Government railways. Almost
immediately after their accession to
power, it was proclaimed throughout
the country that those railways werc
to be placed on a commercial basis,
and that a tariff of rates was to bo
applied to passengers and freight which
would render them self:supporting.
He ventured to controvert the
policy of the Government when it was
announced to the House. He contend-
ed that if they could accomplish what
they proposed, under the circumstanco-,
it would be unjast, and he went further,
and stated that, looking at the question
from a purely commercial stand-point,
the policy would result in the loss of a
large amount of public revenue. The
question was deferred until the item in
the Hstimates for the Intercolonial

ilway came up, and then he was

obliged to be absent from the House.
He was prepared to show then, as he
was prepared to show now, that the
change made by the Government in the
tarift on the Intercolonial Railway re-
sulted in a loss of at least $100,000 per
annum to the country; that the addi-
tion of 20 per cent. to the tariff greatly
injured the trade and business of the
country, while it acted most oppressive-
ly and injuriously on individuals who
had made contracts on the faith of the
tariff remaining unaltered ; it injured
the traffic of the road to such an ex-
tent that it would take years to re-
cover, and caused a large outlay ef
capital by farmers to obtain means less
9ppressive to get their goods to market.

¢ was glad, however, to koow that

improvement, and their late expericnce
had not been lost upon them. Hav-
ing tried half a dozen taritfs, the
Government had returned to substan-
tially the tariff in force under the late
Government. e congratulated the
Government on having thus gained
wisdom by experience— experience
bitter to those scctions which suffered
from the injudicious and injurious
changes—and on being able to report
that the present state of affairs was
more satistactory.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It takes time to
place in order what was left in such
disorder.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing :

1, The names, occupation and salury of
all persons appointed to any office or place
except that of labourer in connection with
the construction and management of the
Intercolonial Railway during the year ending
3lst December, 1876 ; 2, the amount of any
increase made in the salary of any general
officer, superintendent, engineer, clerk, in-
spector or other officer of the Intercolonial

ailway during the same period; 3, the
names of all persous upon whose recom-
mendation, or at whose instance such
appointments were made or increased salary
was granted. The statement to show also
the names, occupation and remuneration of
all persons who have served in the capacity
of clerk in any office during the year, but
who have not been regularly or permanently
appointed to positions in the railway service.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he must de-
cline to give the names of persons
through whose recommendation ap-
pointments wero made.

Mr. TUPPER said there was good
reason why those names should be
given. [t would be remembered that
the Report of the Superintendent of
Railways laid on the table announced
a new policy in regard thereto. It
went into an eclaborate statement to
show the injurious character of politi-
cal influences being brought to bearon
appointments in connection with rail-
ways, and the necessity of relieving
railway appointments from all political
influences. It would be interesting to
know how far the Government had
been able to carry out the suggestion
made in the report. There would be
no difficulty in showing that the Gov-
ornment had been subject to the same
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kind of mundanc influences and pres-
sure on the part of political friends as
wero their predecessors.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Cumberiand was mistaken.
The Government had not been sub-
jected to political pressure of that
character. Mr. Carvell had stated that
he was directly informed while the
late Government was in power that
members of a particular society, which
was a political organization, were to
have a preference. The management of
railways, however, must be conducted
on the best mode to secure efficiency,
and the conductors, engineers and
employés, upon whom the regu-
larity and safety of trains dopended,
should not be chosen because they hap-
pened to have a political friend. Such
were not chosen officials by the pre-
sent Government. It might occur that
political friends recommended parties
who were thoroughly capable, in
which case he would give them the pre-
ference. That any pressure had been
brought on the Government in regard
to such appointments, he utterly
denied. The hon. member for Cum-
berland had been sufficiently long in
public life to know that to include in
a return letters written in confidence
to a Minister, would be quite improper.
If a questionable appointment had
been made, and the hon. mwember
desired to take objection to it, the
Government were responsible for it,
and would have to bear the conse-
quences of the act; but other parties
could not be held responsible,

Mr. TUPPER said he would remind
the House that the gentleman who was
appointed by the present Government
to inspect the Intercolonial Railway
reporied that everything was in ad-
mirable order, that the offices were
filled with men thoroughly qualified
to perform their duties, and that he
was gratified in being able to state
that the appointments had been made
without going outside of the railway
department.  Such afforded ample
proof that political inflnence had not
been abused by the late Government.
Inreply tothe assurance of the Premier
that no political influence or pressure
had been brought to bear on the
Government in regard to Intercol-

Mr. TuPPER.
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onial Railway appointments, he under-
took to say, that if the Government
submitted the correspondence relating
to the appointment of Mr. McAlister,
it would reveal the most scandalous
developments with regard to political
pressure cver known It would then
be found that, when an important
position became vacant to which an
officer, who had been for yecars in the
department, was fairly entitled, ono of
the least creditable controversies
took place between a subordinate
officer and the Government; that the
Government of the day, for the pur-
pose at the same time of maintaining
the appointment and recommendation
of the Superintendent of the railway
and of meeting political pressure, to
which they were compelled to bow,
created an office and appointed a per-
son, pressed om them by political
influence, and, though he had no
experience, gave him a large salary.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he desired, as
head of the Public Works Department
under the late Administration, to dis-
tinctly state that he never gave an
such instruetions to Mr. Carvell as had
been referred to, and did not cause any
such instructions to be given; nor
were any such given by the Govern-
ment so far as he was aware.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is so stated
in Mr. Carvell’s report.

Mr. DOMVILLE said political con-
siderations had largely entered into the
appointment of certain officers of the
Railway. At an important station a
man was appointed station-master on
account of political considerations,
although he was unacquainted with
the duties. One of the leading railway
officials was sent through the con-
stituency of Kingsto work against him
during an election contest.

Motion amended by the omission
of the third clause, and agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the several amounts
paid to each of the newspaper proprie-
tors in Canada for advertising done
in connection with the Intercolonial
Railway during the year ending 31st
December, 1876; also, showing the par
ticulars of the several amounts paid to
any person, firm or company for pla-
cards, posters, show-bills, illuminated
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<ards, railroad maps, show-frames, time
tables or other means of advertising ;
also, the several amounts paid to
newspaper proprietors during each
month of the year, for printing of all
kinds, and stating whether done under
contract or otherwise.

Motion amended so as to include
a statement of amount paid to each
newspaper during the year, and agreed
to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the monthly sules of
season, also of commutation tickets, at
each Station of the Intercolonial Rail-
way for a period of eighteen months
preceding the 31st December last.
~ Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving full information in relation
10 the arrangement made between the
Government or their representative
and the Pullman Palace Car Company,
in pursuance of which their cars are
run on the Intercolonial Railway, such
statement to be accompanied by a copy
of the agreement and a statement
giving adetailed account of all expenses
incurred by the Government for trans-
porting the cars, and for cleaning,
painting, repairing and lighting them
since they were put upon the line to
31st December last.

Motion amended by adding the
words “ as far as practicable,” and
<qreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving copies of any arrange-
ment made between the Government
Reilways and the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company, for the interchange of
«ars and transportation of passengers
and freight.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the various tariffs for
the carriage of freight on the Inter-
volonial Railway, which have been in
operation since 1lst Janunary, 1875, to-
gether with the changes made therein;
the return to be accompanied by a
statement shewing all special rates
granted from time to time since 1st
Janpary, 1876, to persons and com-
panies or particular stations, and also
showing the Parliamentary authority
under which these several tariffs have
been issued. He said he had been un-
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der the impression that those tariffs
were never published, and he had ex-
perienced great difficulty in procuring
a copy of the tariff, though he had ap-
plied personally and by letter. There
had been asmall movement in a cer-
tain class of goods the other day, and
Montreal people came down to buy.
On being informed as to the Grand
Trunk rate, the Government said they
would take the goods for less. The
Grand Trunk then reduced their price
to the Government figure, and then
the Government employé stated, that
they would carry the freight for a still
less sum. If this could be done on
one occasion, why could it not be done
on another? and he, as a merchant,
through not having driven as close
a bargain as a competitor in business,
might thereby be pl