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THE YCUNG CHURCHMAN.

Grassdale.

By way of preface to our newly com-
menced Magazine, we republish the Pros-
pectus of the sarie. Earnestly do we pray
that God will bless our endeavours to
extend the knowledge of His will, and that
The Young Churchman may become an in-
strument of edification, in an especial man-
ner, io the lambs of Christ’s flock upon
earth.

The want of & periodical for the young, ennducted on
sound Church principles, having long heen felt in Canada,
it is now proposed to supply the deficiency.

Every exertion will be used to make # Tur Younc
CuurcHMAN,” which will appear under the sanction of
the Lord Bichop of Toronto, an acceptable addition to the
religious periodical literature of the day; and it will be
the aim of the Editors, to render its contents at once in-
structive and amusing. Whilst a leading place will be
given to matters more especiully conneeted with the reli-
gious instruction of the rising generation, “ ‘I'nE Youne
Cuurciyan ” will contain articles of 1 more general cha.
racter ; and its pages will be diversified with biographi-
;::«I s;ielches, narratives, and tales original as well as se-
ected.

The prearess and prospects of the Church in Canada
will ever meet with pron,ptand prominent attention ; and
no pains will be spared to impress upon the young the
duty of supporting her Missionary and other Church
schemes.

It is with pleasure the publisher announces that he
has secured the services of several Clergymen and
others, whose names, if he were permitted to state them,
would afford ample guarantee that the theological and
literary character of the projected work will be of no
secondary or dubious nature.

“'Tue Younxe CnurcamAN” will appear semi-
monthly, printed in foolscap quartc form, and contain
eight pages. Its price will be Two Shillings and Six-
peuce per annum, payable in advance; any person order-
ing ten or more copies, and remitting the amount, will be
entitled to one copy gratis.  As the success of the pub-
lication will depend upon the punctuality of the payments,
orders will only be filled when accompanied by the
supscription.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.

It was about six years ago since Charles
Beverly anived in Canada, and settled as
a farmer near the village of Grassdale, in
the Western District of the Upper Province.

Having been comfortably brought up in
Engl nd, the land of his nativity, Charles,
as may n.turally be supposed, experienced
many hardships and difficulties when he
first conuuenced to clear hislot.  Enjoying
however the inestimable blessings of good
healih and persevering industry, he in pro-
cess of time succeeded in surrounding him-
self with all the comforts which a settler in
anew country can reasonably hope to enjoy.
Before long he was the owner of a snug
frame dwelling house—a commodious barn
and other offices—and gradually the fields
so recently shadowed with trees, became
green with the crops which are the reward
of judicious labour.

Whilstenjoying these good things,Beverly
was not sinfully forgetful of the Almighty
giver. He remerubered that God was the
author of all the blessings which surrounded
him. That though he might plough and
sow, the increase came from his heavenly
Father, and conscquently the voice of praise
and thanksgiving was daily heard in his
well ordered divelling. .

With all this, however, Charles Beverly
longed for something, the want of which
greatly marred his satisfaction and happi-
ness. There was no Church in Grassdale,
nor any clergyman within twenty miles of
it Never had the holy and venerable

|
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2 THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.

words of the Liturgy been employed in the
settlement, save in the homes, few alas!
and far between, where family devotion was
wont to he practiced.

Now Charles felt this privution the more
keenly, because in the old country he had
been accustomed to a very different state of
wings.  In bis native parish he had plenti-
fully enjoyed all the means of grace. Di-
vine Service was there celebrated, not only
twice on a Sunday, but also, on the Fasts
and Festivals of the Church—and the Rec-
tor devoted his entire time 1o the guardian-
ship and instruction of his flock. 1In the
parish there was also a well regulated
BSuanday School, where Beverly had been
first 2 pupil, and subsequently a teacher—
and sweet were his recollections of the
hours which he had spent in receiving com-
muaicative instruction.

Sad and disheartening was the state of
matters which he now experienced. The
Lord’s day in Grassdale had nothing to dis-
tinguish it from te rest of the week, except
so far as a cessation from labour was con-
cerned, With few exceptions the children
spent the sacred hours in idleness or mis-
chief; and the majority of their parents
lounged about the bar-room of the tavern,
or passed the day in gossiping visits. Oh!
how often and how bitterly did poor Beverly
sigh for the qniet rural Sundays of dear old
England—aund though, by no means, a fret-
ful murmerer, be could not help regretting
at times, that his lot had been cast in such
n spiritually dry land, as that on which he
now sojourned.

Some people in Beverly’s situation would
have endervoured to mend this untoward
condition of things, by calling their neigh-
bours together, and celebrating divine wor-
ship 1o the best of their ability. Such a
course, however, he would not pursue, and
that for two reasons: in the first place, he
was distrustful of his fitness for an under-
taking of the kind. Like every one who is
taught by the Holy Ghost, he was distin-
guished for bumility, and felt that he had
necd of being taught, in place of communi-
cating a knowledge of sacred things to
cthers, Beverly, moreover, remembered

what he had learned in his early years, that
no one can lawfully assume the office of the
ministry ; and that, except a man was re-
gularly set apart for the work, he could not
look for a blessing upon his labours, how-
ever well-intended they might be.

What did Charles do, in those circam-
stances?

He did what no pious Christian will ever
neglect, when in trouble or difficulty of any
kind. Regularly did he spread hisown case
and that of his neighbours, before the Lord,
in fervent prayer. His faith was simple and
strong. He believed that the same bounti-
ful Jehovah, who had given them a compe-
tency of earthly good things, would not
withhold the bread of life asked for with
trustful perseverance. And thus hoping,
almost against hope, Charles Beverly con-
tinued to *“pray withont ceasing”—¢ look-
ing unto Jesus!”

— G e

[ Nriginal.}

AN UNGOVERNED TEMPER.

Earnestly would we entreat our youthful
readers to consider in what a dangerous
and miserable position a person is placed
by a passionate and ungoverned temper.
What can disqualify us for the service of
the meek and lowly Jesus in this world,
and for the mansions of love and peace in
the next, more than such a temper ? Furious
and turbulent, it drives us into aets of
injustice and unmercifal severity; it lays
up ample store of those remorsefui thoughts
which make memory a troubled sea, on
which religion, reason, reflection, are in
extreme danger of being shattered to pieces
and destroyed. People sometimes think
lightly of occasional transports of anger,
and call threm pardonable weakness: but
nothing gains strength from concession and
indulgence so rapidly as angry passions;
and their occasional transports too often
end in settled impiety ; that is, in a habitual
temper of mind which is not only angry
and dissatisfied with men, but, when stung
by disappointment, fiercely turns, like Cain,
and insults Almighty God.
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[In the * Church Scholar's Notes," the effort will be to supply an
element left out fn the otherwise usefal Comments of the Tract So-
clety, Barnes, &e.  T'heie common popular books are mostly expur-
gated of references to the Church founded by our Saviour and its
distinctive teaching. As these are almost the only books in the de-
partment of Scriptare-Exposition. accessible to even Church Sunday
School ‘Teachers, serious damage Is dove to the cause of the Church
tin the house of fts friewds,' and great ignerance on some very
vital points is fustered ]

THE CHURCII SCUOLAR'S NOTES ON THE
NEW TESTAMEN.

@he Gospel .arrorhi—:g to St. ftlatthew.

INTRODUCTION :
BIOGRAPHY OF ST MATTIEW.

The proper name of this Apostle was
Maitheus, which signifies in the Hebrew
tongue Gifted—in Latin, Donotus. We, in
oar language, have changed it to Matthew.
This form of the word has come to us
through the French—in which language he
is called Matthien. He was also called
Levi. By the former name, which is not
purely Hebrew, he may have been known
among persons not speaking the Jewish
language: by the latter, an unaltered Jew-
ish name, he may have been more generally
known among his own countrymen ; or he
may have assumed one or other of these
names on joining the Church. His father’s
name was Alphweus, a Jew of the tribe of
Issachar.

We call him Saint Matthew, from an ear-
ly Chuarch-practice of thus distinguishing
those who were personally commissionec
by our Lord Himsel! when He was upon
the earth, and who were supplied by Him
with especial gifts of the Holy Spirit at
the outset of the Church. In the New Tes-
tament, all persons who have been, in the
appointed way, incorporated intothe Church
founded by our Saviour, are called Saints.
The term signifies Holy, especially in the
sense of having been set apart for some sa-
cred purpose. Bnt, as a title, it is pecu-
liarly applied to the privileged persons
above referred to,—somewhat in the way
in which the term Reverend is now applied
to those who have received, and to those
who are supposed to have received, the

Cominission which our Lord delivered to
His Apostles, to be handed down by them
and their representatives to the end of time.

St. Matthew was a collector of custom
on the imports and exports at the Port of
Capernaum in Galilee, on the west side of
the Sea of Tiberias, which is a lake of the
River Jordan. These customs-duties were
levied in behalf of the Central Government
at Rome, to which Imperial City the Pro-
vince of Syria, including Galilee, was at
the time subject. St. Matthew is called in
the English New Testament a Publican.—
He was what the Romansthemselves would
have called a portitor—an officer subordi-
nate to the Publicans, but acting for them,
'The Publicans—so called because they
were public officers—were rich citizens re-
sident at Rome, associated together for thc
purpose of farming the revenues of the Go-
vernment on a large and profitable scale ;
individuals being unable to give singly the
heavy security which was demanded of
thosc who undettook this labour for the
State,

Capernaum was the town where our
Lord principally lived and taught. The
narrative of the Call given by Him to St.
Matthew, summoning him to leave his oc-
cuapation and become one of the Founda-
tion-stones of the Church, is very brief. No
doubt more words passed on the oceasion
than a.e recorded; and the result, which
appears to have been brought about with
promptness, was, that he threw up his
means of livelihood, and joined himseli to
the Messiab. His mind may previously
have been digposed by Divine influence to
the reception of truth. He may have been,
long before his becoming a Christian, one

o
of those

“ Who carry music in their beart, '

‘Through dusky Jane and sraogling mart,

Plyiog their daily task with busier feet,

Because their secret s01ls aholy strain repeat.”
He may have been one of those who were
devoatly waiting for the coming Saviour,
the Consolation of Israel. IHe may, pre-
viously to his Call, have listened to the
teaching and witnessed the miracles of our
Lord.




St. Matthew was the first of the Twelve
Apostles who made a record of the deeds
and words of our Lord. The first converts
to Christianity were Jews. For them he
wrote in the language which they spoke,
name.y, the Syro-Chaldaic, a dialect of the
Hebrew. It was this dialect that our Lord
Himself principally spake ; and we have
several of the exp-essions actually used by
Him in this dialect, preserved in our Eng-
lish Testaments uastranslated.  St. Mat-
thew’s first publication of his narmative,
was a, i the year 41. Asthe Church be-
came e..’ aged by the addition of persons
speuaking the Greek language, he wrote his
history also in that language for the benefit
of the later coaverts. This second version
was published about the year 60, and is
that from which our English transla.ion is
taker, The well-known hisiory of the
Jews by Josephus was, in a similar man-
ner, published by its author, in Greek and
Hebrew for the benefit of two different
classes of readers.

Our English version of the Holy Serip-
tures, as it now s‘ands, was made in 1607,
The persons appointed to translate the Gos-
pel according to St. Matthew, together with
the ..:her Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles,
and the Apocalypse, were Dr. Ravis, after-
wauc.~ Bishop of London ; Dr. Abbott, after-
wards Archoish p of Canterbury ; Dr.
Eedes, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Savill, Dr.
Peryn, Dr. Ravens, and Mr. Harmer—all
members of the English branch of the
Church founded by our Saviour, and prin-
cipally members of the distingrished Uni-
versity of Oxford, where they performed
t. eir-sacred task.

Early Christian writers state that St. Mat-
thew, afterthe final separation of the Apos-
tles, laboured in ti.e couniries now com-

rehended under the name of Persia. Here

e founded a branch of *he Church begun
by our Lord Himself in Jerusalem ; and
nere he died in a City called Nadabar.

The four Evangelists are depicted in an-
cient paintings with certain distinetive em-
blems accompanying them. This custom
arose from the belief that the Prophet Eze-
kiel, (i. 10.) and St. John in the Apoca-

THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.

lypse, (iv. 7.} in the visions of the Four
Living Creatures, had reference to the Four
Evangelists. The symbol distinguishing
and representing St. Matthew is a winged
man, or Angel ; and the allusiscn is to the
fact, that St. Matthew begins his P~ok by
an exposition of the human descent of our
Lord.

faptember the 21st, is the day on which
in each year St. Matthew is especially
commemorated in the Church founded by
our Saviour. The petition of the Coliect
{or thatday, is, ¢'That we may have grace
to forsake all covetous desires and inordi-
nate love of riches, and to follow like St.
Matthew, our Lord Jesus Christ.” Now,
the way in which St. Matthew followed
our Lord was, by continuing faithful to the
Body Corporate instituted by Him, viz., the
Church—building it up, and extending it,
cven to his dying day, by se labours—the
Divinely-directed labours—of his hand, his
tongue, and his pen.

SELECTED ARTICLES.
ANN LOCKE.

{Condensed from the Churchman's Monthly Penny Magazine.)

Among the sick of my pavish during the summer of
1848, was a girl pamed Ann Locke, who had been a

Surday Seholar for several years,

T had visited her frequently, snd late one evening she
sent, expressing a wish to ste me. For along time she
said nothing, but just as I wasaboutto leave, she sudderly,
and rather convulsively exclaimed ; « Ok sir there is
something tnat troubles me very much

With a little cncouragement on my part she then un-
burthened her miud to me.  She toid me that a recollec-
tion of her conduct at Church and at the Sunday-school
was very grevious to her. It deprived her of peace.—
Like the sins of the Jews (Isa. lix. 2) her past naughtiness
seemed to separate between her and God, and to hide the
face of the Lord from her. I am not aware that 1 ever
had aceesion to reprove her persenally for bad conduct in
church. Bat like her schooifellows, she had been aceus-
tomed to talk and play during divine service. And now
that she was pressing forward, and felt the difficulties of
that great stroggle in which we become “ more than con-
querors” only through Him that hath loved us,” sheknew
how foolish and wicked and guilty she had been in
neglecting her opportunities, and despising the mercies of
God, She felt that she had not only lost good, but that

|
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she had also deserved and for all that she knew, must ex-
peet punishment for mocking God.  The sin seemed so
..t that with all her hopes of merey she had doubts of
its being forgiven her. She was deenly grieved and
humbled, and earnestly did she pray for forgiveness, but
could not for some time realize that gracious assurance of
pardon which follows genuine and contrite confession.~ -
A few weeks before she died, she rallied a lLittle, and was
indulged in a strong desire she had, to see the school and
go once more 4 church.

And 1was mach interested by her account of her at-
tendance at church on this occasion. # The prayers,”
said st ., * seeaed quite new, as if I had never heard them
before.” It seemed to her as if the service was quite al-
tered. Before. it was like an empty form, but now she
felt it tobe not only a form «f syand words, but a form
eminently suited to herawakened feelings.  Her longings
fer Divioe grace and her aspirations for glory, found a
ready expression in the supplications of the Lirurgy.

As the things of the Spirit of God are unknown reali-
ties to the uurenewed man, so the force and meaning of
the Liturgy are hidden from careless, carnal worshippe.s.
‘We occasionally hear of changes need in the Liturgy, but
the real change needed is in the worsiippers and not the
servii . We want morc of the faith and love of those
who compiled it. Aor regretted tat she had discovered
50 late the character and extent « *.er privileges, and was
astonished at the difference and inattention of her schoo!
fellows.

Before her death she often spake words o warning to
those who went (o see her. On several occusions her
tittle room was filled with weeping children, listening to
her faint but touching appeals to their betier feelings.

In the middle of iugust she entered on her rest, and
her gentle spirit seemed ripe for the garner of God.

PAROCHIAL SCENES IN A DISTANT LAXND.
THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD OXN
THE N'NDS OF THE YOUNG.

Many engagements and delicate health have hitherto
prevented me fulfilling 1y intention of giving your readers
some individual instances of the power of the simple Word
of God on the minds and hearts of the young. I hope the
following little sketch mey interest them, and prove an
encouragemaut to T ,uay-school teachers fo go forward
with increasing energy in their work of love :—

As an instance of the power c" tirat blessed Book ia the
midst of very great disagvantuges, I will relate the case of
one of the young females mentioned in my last. Their
manners and conduct. it will be recollocted, were at first
so utterly unpromising that 1 felt almost constrained ts
forbid their continnince in the Snaday-school I had just

commenced ; I feared their example would prove highly
injutious to the others,

The younger of the two, whom we shall call *¢ Ellen
Smith,” was the datght.r of persons in humble life, who
lived, like their neighbours, in careless ease, and too often
in sinfal indulgence. The produce of their little farms
afforded a plentiful supply of food for their families, with
scarcely any labous ; and having no regular market for
their extra produce, they wete not induced to cultivate
more than what wauld procure in a neigh*..uring town the
other necessaries for their houschold, Yet, with all ~* nse
advantagis of eomfortable independence, tpon cotering
their desolate dwelling, a stranger would have imagined
that deep poverty, with its atten” int mis:ry, was their
constant lot.  but pover?, was unknown among them. It
was the degraded state of wmoral feehng into which this
careless and neglected people had fallen.

Ellen was the eldest nf several daughters, two of whom,
witu a brother, were also in the school. Her features were
plain and uninteresting. aud the expression of her lively
dark eye by no means pleasing. When Ellen, with her
companion, joined the school, they were bold, impc-aous,
and Jisoh-dient, and appeared to take great pleasure in
exciting the laughter of the otker children when my aften-
tion was engaged.  S(ill hesitating about forbidding their
attendance, from wee to week we went on: when in
about two moaths I begin to be cheered by the softened
tone of their voices when repeatin their lessons (the
blessed words of Seriptre)—by the humble look and
occasionally the tearful eye. From this period they began
to take an iuterest in their lessons. They went steadily
forward, learning their weekly portions of God’s Word,
and at the expiration of twel e months, these children were
arrong the most promising in the whole school. What
cannot God’s glorious Word effect? They now rapidly
improv: d i the knowledge ot the Bible. A new source of
I.2asure appeared opcned before them, and their young
hearts with all the energy of youth, eagerly pursued it.

Trom my dear husband’s many and widely separated
dutieson the Sabbath, we were only privileged to have cne
service in the village where we resided.  To this service,
these children with great pleasure regularly repaired. And
it was deeply interesting tu witness with what anxiety
they appeared to drink in the blessed truths there unfold, i
to their “iew.

From fuilue of health it appearel very probable that
our continuance in this enervating climate would not be of
long duration. But we felt considerable interest in Ellex.
Smith, now hetween thirteen and fourteen years of age,
and tosk her, young as she was, into owr house to be my
persoral attendant. A few months after this period, a con-
firmation was appointed by the Bishop, und Ellen, though
young in years, became a candidate for that valuable ordi-
nanceof our Church.  Most deeply interesting and abound-
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ingly w.eful have we ever found the preparation and sea-
son of confirmation amoug young people, at that period o¢
their ive=  Their hearts zre tender; worldly feelings,
and worldly habits, have not become fixed in their affec-
tions and pursuits ; an® when they are solemnly called
upon at confirr..*tion 1) make a stand, and in their own
persons « deliberate chuice for life, ot death,--a decision
for eternity,—~their young a1l tender hear's often receive
=it impression, which (when rightly improved) can aever
be effected. Very many are the blessed instances we have
witnessed of the wisdom of this appointment of our beloved
Church. It has often appeared to be the turning point
with many younz persti s, who are now by their devoted-
ness to God, a v.essing to those around them.

The ofdinance of confirmution appeared to fix more
decply in Ellen’s mind the all-important busine s of life,
‘% e salvation of the soul;» and now, in our daily inter-
course it was more encouraging to observe the steady and
progressive improvement she made by the con-.tant learn-
ing of God’s Holy Word. She was ever delighter to con-
verse with me (when an opportunity offered) on those sub-
jects with which her young heart was filled. Though
sometimes incenvenienced by the delay, it was impossible
to find fault, while she occasionally lingered over her litile
duttes in my chamber, to elicit some conversation about
spiritual things.

Surely we do not sufficiently value those deeply impor-
tant sentences in the Psalms, or simply act upon their sug-
gestions.  “I have more understanding than my teachers,

Jor thy testimonies are my meditations,” * I am wiser than
theaged, because I keep thy commandments.” ¢ Through
thy commandments I get understanding, therefore J hateall
evil ways.” % Thy word have I hid within my hea-t, that
I might not sin against thee.” If David so highly prized
the Scriptures of his day, ard spohe of the mighty results
they produced, what might nut we anticipate with such a
glorious treasury in our hands if the same devotedness of
prayersful study was bzstowed upon them.

The blessed lessons of God’s Word so loved by David,
can also shed their powerful influence on the minds and
hearts of children, and this was remarkably exemplified iu
the character of ** Ellen Smith.” The improvement of
the r2asoning powers- -matmity of judgment—tenderness
of conscience—sensibility of heart—and even a polite and
graceful deportment, appear 1o follow as u matter of course
from the steady cultivation of God’s blessed Book. I write
the sentiment without hesitation because [ have so fre-
quently observed the fact,

Most willingly would this young Christian have left all
family connexions and her native land to have accompa-
nied us, though comparative strangers, to a far distant home.
Eut as many circumstances forbad this arrangement, poor
Ellen looked forward to our approaching departure as the
severest trial she had yet experiensed. Very frequently,

as %= time drew near, when she appe sred in my chamber
in the morning, I was grieved to observe her really looking
ill, and eften asked tae question,  Filen, dear, arc you un-
well 2 ¢ No, Ma’am, thank you,” she would quictly reply.
¢ Then why are you so pale, Ellen?” « I did not steep
much. Ma’am.” And why did you not sleep, Ellen 1”3
melancholy shake of the head, or the tearful eye, was
generally the caly reply I could obtain,

I had arranged with her mother, who was 2 much
improved person, that Ellen should remain at home after
our departure to ins:ruct the younger children, hoping that
her example might prove « blessing to all her family.—
Bitterly did this dear child fe<! the varting hour with mv
dear husband and myself. And yet, in the midst f ner
streaming tears, there wasa look of resignation blended
with an expression of the dcepest sorrow. Aud I feel
convinced that il she could have given utterance to her
feelings, the sentiment of her keart wou'd have been, “Lord,
not my will, but thine Le done.”

he last account I heard of this dear child was from a
gentleman residing near her parents, some years ai. .
departure.  He mentions, ¢ thut Ellen Smith is sti'l io be
seen Sunday after Sunday regularly leading all the young
members of her family to the house of God.” T shall meet
her no more on earth, but, may it be, that alike “ begotten
by the incorraptible Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever,” and b3 his Holy Spirit made meet for * the in-
heritance of the saints in light,” we may both at length
reach our heavenly home. There will be no patting and
no pain, and the ¢ Lamb which is in the midst of tae throne
will for ever wipe away all tears from our eyes.!

A CLERGYMAN’s WIrE.
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POETRY.
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A CHILD’S EVENING PRAYER.

BY SAMUEL TAYLOR COLLRIDGE.

ERE on my bed my limbs I lay,

God grant me grace my prayers to say ;—
0 God! preserve my mother dear

In strength and health for many a year;
And, Oh! preserve my father too,

Arnd may I pay him reverence due,—
And may I my best thoughis einploy

To be my parents’ hope and joy;

Preserve my brathers and sisters both
From evil doings and from sloth,

And may we always love each other,

Our friends, our father and ou: mother :—
And still, O Lord, to me irapart

An innocent and grateful heart

That after my last sleep I may

Amen.

Awake to thy eternal day !
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LABRADOR.

(From the October Quurterly Paper, published by ihe Society
Jor the Propugation of the Gospel in Foreiyn Parls.)

This remote country is separated from England by four
thousand miles of water. It may be said to be precisely
opposite to the British Islands, being situated within the
same degrees of latitude which include Great Britain and
Ireland. Although it has been formally recognised as a
part of tke British empire for nearly two hundred years
(since 1668), yet the spiritual ministrations of the British
Church were unknown to its inhabitants until the autumn
of 1848, when it was visited by that truly Miscionary pas-
tor, Bishop Feild, of Newfoundland.

The Esquimaux were in the undisturbed possession of
it when it was discovered by the famous navigator, Johi
Cabot, in 1497. In 1610, it was again visited by Henry
Hudson, when he sailed through the Straits and into the
Bay whichare still called by his name, in thatfatal voyage
from which he never came back. The French at that
time occupied Canada ; and their fur-merchants carried on
a trade with the natives in the neighbourhood of Hudson’s
Bay. This traffic, in the course of time, opcied a way
for the propagation of the Christian religion. French
priests occasionally appeared amongst those natives who
were in the habit of intercourse with the French mer-
chants; and many wereadmitted into the Romish Church.
In the year 1770, some Moravian Missionaries, who had
been e, ablished since 1733 in Greenland, settled on the
coast of Labrador, 500 miles distant from Greenland, at a
place to which ‘hey gave the name of Nain. A blessing
has rested upon their zealousand persevering latours. They
have now four Missionary stations at Nain, Okkak, Hope-
dale, and Hebron, lymg between 330 and 600 miles north
of Sandwich Bay ; and reckon about 1,200 native converls
and 500 communicaats.

The early accounts of Labrader represented it as a most
gloomy and inhospitable country, cha:acterised by extreme
barrenness of soil, ar.d great severity of cold during winter,
which lasted from Scptember to June, the surface consist-
ing chiefly of rocks on which npthing but mosses and lich-
ens would grow ; the soil 1n a few narrow valleys merely
an impericct peat earth, which gave nourishment to dwarf
birch-trees, willows, and larches. However, the Siraits
of Belle Isle, which separated Labrador frem Newfound-
land, are but twelve miles across, and the Newfoundland
merchants soon began to establish a very prefitable fishery
during the snmmer along the whole coast, nearly as far
north as Sandwich Bay. The crews then learned to re-
main here during winter, and enjoy themselves in the pr=-
suit of seals, and in trapping foxes and marting for their
vurs. And thus, by degrees, this part of the coast of Lu-

———

brador has become peopled by about 1,200 settled inhabi-
tants, nearly all of whom profess to belong to the Church
of England, besides about ten timec a8 many visitors dur-
ing the summer months.

Dr. Feild was consecrated Bishop of Newfoundland in
1844; and a munificent Clergym» , the Rev. Robert
Eden, soon after presented him with a small schooner,
named the Hawk, to be used in vistting the various parts of
his too extensive diocese, where the sea is almost the only
highway. In the autumn of 1848, the Bishop crossed over
from Newfoundland,and examined the state of the wh~le
coast, from Blanc Sablon (where the diocese of Quebec
begins) up to Sandwich Bay, alength of 250 miles.

An extremely interesting acconnt of his visitation has
been published by the * Socicty for the P:opagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts.”” And about this *ime last year
(1849), the Bishop repeated his visit, an account of which
has also been prir‘ed. iun.mediately after his first voyage
had raade him acquainted with the sriritual des.itution of
the people, the Bishop conceived the design o7 planting
three Missiona1, Clergymen on the coast, one at Foitean,
a second at Battle Harbour, anda third at Sandwich Bay.—
When he had written home, the Society, althou. h its funds
were then in a very exhausted state, engaged at once to
contribute £200 per anuum towards the support of these
Clergymen, if the people themselves would provide the re-
mainder. The Rev. Algernon Gifford was sunt in 1849 as
the first Missionary of the British Church in Labrador.—
The Bishop, who accompanied him to his station and left
him there, has written to the Society a most interesting
account of this incident :— *

« ] fee! that it is an occasion of thankfulness that T have
been permitted to visit a second time that country, and to
minister, however impetfectly, to the spilitual wants of
its inhabitants. My last visitation did not extend so far
north as that of 1848, bux 1 spent us much time on the
shore, and minister~d in as many places. Qur first place
of call was, as on the former occasion, Forteau. It was
here, as you are aware, that T determined, if God should
prosger me, 1o settle our first Missionary—to settle him, I
meau, as to his head-quarters and chief place of residence ;
for the Mission extends along forty miles of the shore on
cach side of the Straits of Belle Isle. My wish was so far
gratificd-—I Lumbly trust, in answer to the prayers of the
Church and my Christian friends and fellow-helpers (for
all are fellow-helpers who pray for us)—that I was ena-
bled 1o bring with me an exemplary young Deacon (Mr.
Algernon Gifford), who had cheerfully devoted himself to
the h-rdest and most Iaborious post I could assign him.

« My design seemed 1o be favoured in another respect.
The on'y person on the whole shore, who was both able
and vsilling to afford my young friend a deceat lodging
hzd just returned from Halifax in Nova Scotia, whither
he had gore last year with his faixily to settle and educate
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his children. His chiel reason for leaving the Labrador
coast was the sad condition of himsell and Targe fanuly in
respect of religious iustrdaction aud the means of grace ;
and the chief inducement to return, was the promise or
prospect 1 held out of supplying in some degree th t great-
est need and necessity.  He welcomed we with the saine
kindunss as before, und rencwed his offer to receive and

rovide lor any Clergyman who would be eontent with

is humble house and tare. I perceived, however, a de-
pression of Lpirits in himself ard the other members of his
family, which I could not account for till I was informed
that since their n arn they hiad lost their youngest child.
It wasthe first dea.h in the family, aud it was wn oecasion
of a ditional grief that the burial” had been of necessity in
unconsecrated ground, and without the soleranities of a re-
ligious service. This circumstance, of course, made the
arrival of a Clergyman, taough late more welcome, unid
by consecrating tha ground chesen for a burying place,
after preparations for ¢.closing it, 1 was <nabled to gratify
a very proper and pious feciing, Being desirous to intro-
duce Mr. Gifford to the extreme points, north and south,
of his Mission, we proceeded, after a stay of three days at
Forteau, (during which his books and bedding were
landed,) to Blanc Sablun, the sonthern extremily of his
Mission and of my Diocese. And here I mnight really or
literally say I beheld for the first time an end or lirait of
this extraordinary Diocese. It is really and literally the
only spot from which I cou!d pass to or look on another
Diocese. Here a small stream divides the dependencies
of Newloundland from Canada, and my Diocese from that
of Quebee.  This Rubicon I did unt pass over, but I lroked
across it with wisttul =yes, for the mere possibility of'a
brother’s presence witnin view was equally new and de-
nghtful. I1.d never before luoked from my Diocese upon
any thing put the wide waste of waters.  Here Mr. Gifford
spent his first ~abbath. (August 12:h,) aud pertormed his
first ministerial service in his Mission.  The services were
celebrated both morning aud @ ternoon, in astore kindly
provided aud furnished for the jccasion by the agents of
the Messrs. De Quettville of Ju.sey, who have an exten-
sive establishment here and at Forteau. Thele are other
fishing establishments in both these places during the sum-
mer, and several hundred men come and return csery
year. The Holy Sacrameut of the Lord’s Supper was
celcbraied in the morning, and a few persons scemed very
glad of the opportuni*y ol partaking of this seasonable and
holy refreshment. I mnustnot omit to mention, that every
possible assistance was given and aitention shown Dby
Messts. De Quecteville’s agent, with a promise to repeat
the same on every occasion of the Missionary’s visits.
Blauc Sablon and Forteau are not ten miles apart; and it
is hoped that a few ay attend the services at Forteau
from the former place, though uphappily the work is so
luborious and incessant during the fishing season, that
scarcely can one mar ever leave his post. A Turge bury-
ing plze ar Blane Sablon significantly showed the need of
religious instructions and wnnistrations.  1did not consider
it right to consecate the ground, as there wasnofence and
no opportunity of preparing one during my stay. There
are a few families resident in this neighbourhood, and two
or three of Jersey origin. I wvisited on Sunday evening with
Mr. Gifford, and baptized the childien. Nine years had
clapsed since a Clerzyman (the Rev. Mr. Cusac, of the
Diocese of Quebec) visited this settlement, and most of the
children had been born in the interval.

“ We were detained here by fogs and contrary winds
longer than I had desiened, but not longer than to one at
least of our party was veryacceptable. Here Mr. Gifford
was to be set on shore, to commence alone and unfriended

his wimsterial o¢ missionary work. During our stay
we mad prevailed with a fisherman to put a board or
partition across his sleeping-room, and assign one moiatr
to Mr. Gulrd, the other hall being kept for himself
and wite. The meals would be taken together in the
little kitchen, or common apartment, and of course can
consist only of the fish and other Labrader fare, for my
friend had nothing whatever, but so much clothes as could
be conveyed in a carpet bag, wits his ministerial habit.
The change, even from the accomiaodation of the Church-
sk was enough to have made many nol over refined or
dehieate draw back ; but the loss of society and companion-~
ship, of help a-d advice, in sueh new and difficult circum-
stances and for so long a period, was, I believe, much more
terrible.  Nobly, however, did he endure the trial, and
niercifully was he supported. On Friday, August 17th,
at an early hour he was warned to depart by announce-
ment of 2 chige of wind which would forward the
Church-ship on her journey to thc northward. He was
rowed off by two lunds with his bundle, and so seton
shore; and there stood alone watching while the good
Churchi-ship got uwnder way, and I believe till she was
fairly out of sight.”

Nothing in the way of comment need to be added to this
affecting account. Surely no tiue member of the Church
will reluse to give his alms and his piayers also to the
strengthening and support of the good Bishop, and of the
young Clergyman who is now prosecutiug his solitary la-
bours for the spiritual welfare of the neglected Christians
of Labrador,

Soon alter Mr. Gifford had undertaken this irying office,
an Irish Clergyroan, and active friend of the Soiety, the
Rev. H. P. Disney, voluntatily offired to place himself, at
least for some years. at the disposal of Bishop Feild. The
Bishop gladly accepted his services, and, on Iis arrival in
Newfoundlaud, appointed him to the spiritual charge of
Battle Harbour and St. Franeis’ Harbour.  Although the
Bishop irad designed to make Battle Harbour his principal
residence, yet facilities first presented themselves for erect-
ing a church at St. Franciv’ Harbour, where somne warm-
hearted members of the Church are settled, and have of-
taréd to contribute half tue cost of the building. Itis to
be entirely of wood ; the width will be cizhteen feet and
a half, the length filty feet. and the height of the wall seven
feet. ‘The cost of the whole will be about £100. No
provision has yet beea made for either school-house or
schoolmaster, nor for a house for the Clergyman.

Another Clersyman is still wanted to fill up the third
station, according to the original design of the Bishop.
Who is there will say in the words of the Prophet, « Here
am I'; send me

ReMITTANCES have been received for this paper from the follow-
ing:—J. Bray, L Hamilton ¢ Rev, Thomas Bousfield, Picton
W, A. Johustan, liq., E. ll. Nelles, Esq.. Grimsby : Rev. R. L.
Stephenson, Buckingham i Rev. T. 8. Read. Port Burwell; Rev.
J. Pyke, Polnt-an-Cavagnol ; Mre. P, Brantford : Rev S, 8. Wood,
“Three Rivers ; Rev. G, 3. R, Salter, Moore 5 Miss C, Toronto 5
Rev. J. R, Tooke, Marysburg : Rev.-A. Towuley, Vort Matland ;
Rev. W, C. Clarke, Dunville : Rev. A. Dixon Port Dalhiouse : Rev.
G. C. Street, Port Stanley ; Rev. W Arnold, Gaspé Basin ; G. E.
J. Esq., Merrickvilie 3 Mrs P., Niagara: Rev. C. L Inglis, Drum-
mondville 3 J. Reynolds, Esq., Brockrville 5 J. J. Esq.. Toronto 3
Rev H. Patron, Cornwall It had Ueeu intended to publish the
quantity paid for by each individual, but space would not admit oiit.

&

Priuted and Published semi-monthly, by A. F. PLeEs, at
the Office of The Church paper, No. 7, King Street
West. Price, 2s. 6d. per annum. No orders filled
unless accorr nied with remittance.

J




