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Emmanuel,

ELLEN A, LUTZ,

““They shall caii his name Emmanuel, which, being
interpreted, is, God with us.—Matt, 1: 23,
Urox Judea's storied plains

The shepherds watched their flock by night,
When suddenly their eyes beheld

The shining of a wondrous light ;
Upon their ravished ears, sweet strains

Of music from heaven’s anthem fell,
As the glad angels sang the birth

Of Josus, called Emmanuel—

God v 'th us ; King Emmanuel,

““The Prince of David’s royal line

Is born this night in David’s town,
Glory to God, peace on the earth,

And good-will to mankind comes down.”
The awe-struck shepherds speed awa. s

While yet sweet strains ori}lorin f{ll,
To find, and with glad hearts adore,

Jesus, the child, Emmanuel-—

God with us ; King Emmanuel.

If our dim eyes were clear to see

The shining of the Advent story,
And our dull ears attend to hear

The chanting of the Advent story,
Then we would hasten to His feet

Whose birth the Lerald angels teli,
And with love-ladened lips would sing,

Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel—

God with us ; King Emmanuel,

The Star of Bethlehem.

THis old sobbing world of ours is one year
older than it was when the last Christmas carol
was chanted. It has had another twelvemonth
of experiments and of experience—of advance-
ment on many lines of human research and

acquisition. But it has not out-grown Jesus
Christ. For Him it has discovered no substi-
tute. The Star of Bethlehem is the only star
that never sets. Jesus Christ alone can satisfy
all human necessities and the loftiest of human
inspirations, Christianity is the only universal
religion, the only one a apted to all ages of life,
to all human conditions, to all races and all na-
tionalities. Other lights have arisen, waned and
vanished forever. The Gireek mythology is as
utterly shaken to ruin as its own splendid Par-
thenon. The chief religions of Asia, Brahman-
ical, Buddhist or Moslem, are all limited and
local ; they are all moribund ; while they make
no inroads on Christianity, the religior of Beth-
lehem and Calvary makes constant inroads up-
on them. The systems of error which Paul and
Peter fought have vanished out of sight, and
the whole East is catchin, glimpyies of the Star
which first dawned over fudea’s sky. Inspirit-
ual dynamics blood tells; and God has trusted
his gospel of salvation to the most powerful
races on the glo

To the brightness of Bethlehem’s Star all the
nations of the earth shall be attracted. The
rulers of the darkness of this world must pre-
pare to abdicate for Jesus Christ. He who bore'
this world’s cross will by and by wear its crown;
and this r:ineteenth ce ntury, shod with the san-
dals of foreign missions, is one of the forerun-
ners of the King. Kvery system of error, eve
delusion of skepticism, -haﬁ yet pale and vni:{'
out of sight before the gospel: of atoning love
which restores fallen man to a forgiving God,
The songs which filled that first Christmas
night shall yet be heard, with richer harmonies,
over a whole ransomed world. The skeptics
who stubboraly shut their eyes to the light in
tLis life will be compelled to witness the b azing
splendors of Him who sitteth upon His throne
and receives the homage of the myriads whom
He has brought home to glory ! The world’s six
days of turmoil and toil and travail shall end in
a gubbath of eternal rest and praise,—7. L.
Cuyler, D.D., in Independent.
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W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EpIToR.

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1896.

The Provincial Sunday-school
Convention,

Tue Provincial Sunday-school Convention,
held in the Duudas Centre Methodist church,
London, in October, was one of the most suc-
cessful ever held in this Province. The attend.
ance was large, the enthusiasm was high, the
spirit of consecrated zeal, intense. The most
delightful feature of this convention is its

hai Mr. J. E. Pat

of Torouto, strike
the keynote of the meeting :
We forget all distinctions and obliterate all
differences in the common thought that we are
Christian fellow-workers in one of the noblest
causes that (fod has entrusted to our care. We
have left behind us the joys and the sorrows,
the golden days, the leaden days, and the

iumphs and defeats of twelve ths since
last we banded together ; we ever welcome at
convention after convention new faces, new
forms, new aides and new soldiers in the frout
ranks of school work. The work can never
grow cold or old ; fresh vigor brings warmth,
and we assemble to build another citadel of
Sabbath-school effort from which stronger
battle can be waged against the enemy called
evil, and the fires of conflict made hotter and
the dawn of the coming triumph made yet
brighter. As Subbath-school workers, it is our
business to devise the best means, and to cher-
ish and unfold the divine seed of immoitality
that is implanted in every human heart,”

The report of the General Secretary, giving
a resume of ten years' work, shows very satis-
factory progress. The increases were as fol-
lows : In 1886 there were 3,977 schools, with
35,149 officers and teachers and 298,746 schol-
ars, while the income of the Association was
$2,287 ; in 1896 there were 5,019 schools,
with 49,610 officers and teachers and 423,646

hol the i of the Association being
$4,200. This shows at the present time a
Sabbath-school for every 350 of the Protestant
population, and nearly 28 per cent. of such
population enrolled in these schools. Teachers’
meetings exist in every ninth school in the
Province, and a normal class for every thousand
teach Special ion has been paid to
the primary department with gratifying re-
sults.

A very able paper on ‘‘ System Without Ruts
in Sundrzy-nchool Operation” was read by Mr.
C. E. German, of Strathroy. He said that
some people seem to think that business prin-
ciples have no place in a Sunday-school, but he
(tﬁo speaker) knew of nothing in Sunday-school
enterprise which is not vastly improved by
being tized and ged upon busi

thoroughly interd inational charact

Although the Methodist Church has its own
Sunday-school Board Work and its Sunday-
school Aid and Extension Fund, which very
properly engages much of its interest, it also
gives hearty co-operation to this Provincial
movement of all the Churches, contributing

pr iples. The superintendent should -lwngs
try to be the best qualified teacher in the
school. He must have control of himself, never
fussy, never impatient, always ready to do the
right, or at least a proper, thing next. His
authority should be absolute and the entire
staff should have such confidence that they give
him their unqualified support, and, further,
there must be no monotony. To keep the

liberally to its funds and furnishing some of management free from ruts the superintendent

e

and his advi must do some independent and

its most active workers. Its new Dr
its Secretary and several membeus of its Ex-
ecutive and its most earnest workers are mem-
b rs of the Methodist Church.

practical thinki f the hods being em-
ployed, of their utility, of ibilities for im-
proveaent, and they should also seek some
means of bettering the methods already in use.

The following remarks, emphasizing the in- | The paper closed with this line, * Keep on the

t. rdenominational character of the presiding | rail ; keep out of the rut.”

sionar
a stud
doin,
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every
systen
hundr




SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

iii

Mr. William Reynolds, in responding to the
words of greeting, said that he was always at
home in Cenada, and always delighted to come
here, for it seemed like a breath of heaven ; he
referred especially to Toronto, Canadians, he
said, would not bo able to enjoy heaven so
much as they on the other side of the line, for the
change would not 80 great. In Canada
parents raised their children, but in his own
country the children raised their parents, and
very often something else. He paid a high
tribute to the Canadian Sabbath, especially in
London and Toronto, and warned his hearers
to strive with all their might to maintain it as
itis. Mr. Paterson told a story of a young
lady who when asked for her hms in marriage,
told her suitor that such a thing could not pos-
sibly be, but that she would be & sister to him.
That was just the situation between the United
States and Canada. ** We will be sisters, but
we do not care to wed,” and as brothers and
lif’.in we gather here in our heavenly Father's
work.

Among the defects in Sabbath-school mansge-
ment mentioned was *“ Want . f method,” and
the remedy was to “ Plan your work and work
your plan.” Another was allowing people to
make addresses in the school, and in this re-
spect Mr. Lawrence said he would Lot invite
any man, no matter how great a worker he
was, to take up the time of the Bible teacher.
Others were ** Lack of variety,” ** Lack of life
and vigour and snap.” Many schools, said Mr.
Lawrence, are dead and do not know it, and he
would advise them never to address thoir
scholars as children.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE,

Mr. Lawrence has made a deep study of this
part of Church work, and it is said that his
Sunday-school at Toledo is the model school in
the United States, and for that matter, on the
continent. Among other things he said that
the Sunday-school teachers of the futare would
be ready to doanything reasonable if they only

ave them a chance ; this Sunday-school would

ave a large orchestra and a splendid choir, the
same as the choir behind him. *I tell you,”
he said, ‘“that if you put this choir in .ni
church in my own countr; it would draw suc
a crowd that every seat in the house would be
filled.” Good music, he said, was a great at-
traction. The Sunday-school of the future will
also be & missionary organization with a mis-.
sionary map upon its walls. It may also have
a student in the mission field or a young lady
doing missionary work. The Sunday-school of
the ?nture will give regularly a certain sum
every month ; and he gave an instance of what
systematic giving will do. One school of three
hundred scholars in his own country, and one
that was generally considered to be ““ poor,”
had by this system raised and given to the
needs of the Church over $1,000 every year.

The music of the Sunday-school of the future

must be lnlpiring, and he would also advocate
the giving of a iploma or diplomss to those
whe brought an offering every Sunday and
attended at least one regular preaching service
every week. These dipfomu or medals would,
he said, serve as beautiful reminders in after
days of their Sunday-school. The Sunday-
school of the future will be a recruiting station
for preachers—it will be the Church, for all the
members of the Church will be identified with
it—but he said all this will never be realized
unless they put their hearts in the work, It
was, however, within their reach, and if they
did not reach it they would be all the better
for trying. What was required was love for
the work, and such a love for the souls of the
children that would bring them under the in-
fluence of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev. Dr. Porrs.

The Rev. Dr. Potts created a very good im-
pression by his fine address on ** Kchoes from
the Boston Convention.” It was shown at that
convention that in Canada and the United
States there was a Sunday-school army num-
bering 13,033,175, and that the increase in
scholars for the previous year had been 1,337,
972 He dwelt at some length upon the
spiritual character of the convention, and re.
ferred to the splendid address of Mr, S, H.
Blake, Q.C., who replied for the Ontario dele-
gation after the address of welcome. He closed
with a fervid peroration, exhorting all in the
Church to mr for wisdom and the saving
power of the Saviour.

The following strong resolution on Prohibi-
tion was adopted by the fon : “We
hereby reaffirm our abhorrence of the legislated
liquor traffic and our demand for its total sup-
pression by statutory enactment as a just and
Proper measure in aid of all moral efforts for
the aboliti i perance and its attend
evils ; and inasmuch as the Dominion Govern-
ment has declared its purpose to submit the
question to a vote of the electors of Canada,
with a promise of prohibitory legislation in the
event of a favourable response, we hereby
request the Ontario Alliance to take such im-
mediate and energetic action as may be neces-
sary to secure a successful issue. We hereby
rledgs ourselves to hearty co-operation in the
mpending campaign, and call upon Sunday-
school workers generally to join with others
interested in the matter to do all in their power
to make the Jpopular verdict emphatic and
overwhelming,

Our energetic friend, Dr.J. J, Maclaren,Q.C.,
who is 80 indefatigable in every good work, was
elected President of the Association for the
coming year. We wish him and the Associa-
tion a year of the greatest prosperity.

Ak is not all decay ; it is the ripening—the
swelling of the lmg life within, that withers
and bursts the husk. — Macdonald,




STTNDAY-SCHOOL BANNEKR.

Our Periodicals for 1897.

Tue MeTHooIsST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW,

Tue announcement of the Methodist Magazine
and Review in our advertising puges will indi-
cate what ample provision has been already
made for a programme of excellence unsur-
passed in the nearly twenty-three years’ history
of that periodical. No effort will be spared to
make it increasingly useful and attractive as
an ideal family magazine. Sunday-school schol-
ars and teachers especially will find it of ad-
vantage in connection with their studies of the
year.

The attention of the Sunday-school world
will be directed during the coming year as
never before to the history of the Early Church,
and especially to the life of the great pioneer
missionary, the Apostle of the Gentiles. To
both of these topics special attention will be

iven in the Magazine and Review for 1897.

he editor will present a paper on early Chris-
tian life and character as illustrated by the
inscriptions of the Catacombs of Rome, a sub-
ject to which he has given much attention. A
brilliant paper has been prepared on the life
and times of St. Paul by an accomplished writer,
which will appear in an early number. Numer-
ous character studies will be given of the mission-
ary heroes, and especially the mission work in
our own Church. The series of patriotic articles
on the ‘‘Making of the Britiaﬁllﬁmpire," and
““Our New Way Round the World through
Canada and the British Possessions,” will be of
peculiar interest to loyal Canadians. Charac-
ter studies of the leaders and the great moral
movements of the ages will be presented by
writers who have made these a special study.
High-class and instructive short and serial
stories furnish the lighter vein which has
made this periodical so aturactive for man;
years. Those social and religious topics whic
are attracting so much attention in the world of
thought and action will receive ample treat-
ment in a number of articles.

ialty of this

given to the progress of science. Several papers
will be furnished, illustrating in a popular man-
ner the results of the most recent scientific re-
search and discovery. In addition to these,
regular up-to-date departmen. on the World’s
Progress, Current Thought, Recent Science,
New and Important Books, Reviews, Religious
and Missionary Intelligence, will keep the
reader abreast of the great movements of the
times.

Many schools have found it to their advan-
tage to make use of this periodical instead of
library books, as being much cheaper, much
fresicr, more interesting and attractive. For
this purpose it wlll be furnished in quantities

is the pr

of two or more at $1.60 each, instead of $2, the
full price. Some schools have taken at this
rate from two to forty copies. Give it a trial
and you wi'l not be without it.

The enlargement of this magazine to nearly
one-half mcre than its size two years ago, leaves
space for greater range and ampler treatment
of the many subjects it discusses. If a further
increase of two thousand subscribers can be
secured, a still further enlargement will take
place. We trust that the earnest workers in
our schools will rally round this connexional
?eriodiunl and enable it to take the long stride
orward which the publisher and editor covet
for it as a literary representative of Canadian
Methodism. The style of illustration will be,
it is believed, more full and varied than any
that has been heretofore employed.

THE BANNER.

We beg to call the attention of the readers of
the BANNER to the announcement of the Sun-
day-school Lessons for the coming year on
pages 748.750 of this number. They are taken
up, it will be observed, with the study of the
Acts and the Epistles, of the History of the
Early Chureh and the glorious ministry of the
greatest missionary and Christian teacher the
world has ever known, the man who has
moulded the thought and life of Christendom
as has no other teacher of the Old Testament or '
the New. Worthy to be studied beside the
history of the Lord he loved even unto death, is
the great pioneer missionary. We congratulate
our readers on the grand theme for the coming
year. The study of this noble life will engage
the heart and mind and thought of Christendom
as never before. It cannot fail to give grander
ideals of life to the young people in cur schools
and Church, to give a great impulse to thought
and study on the subject of Christian missions,
and, let us hope, to the consecration of our-
selves, with a'l we have and are, our time, our
talents, our money to the speedy evangelization
of the world, to the lifting it up nearer to the
heart of God.

ONWARD,

True to its name, this paper will make a long
stride forward during the coming year towards
its Editor's ideal of what a live up-to-date

young people’s paper should be. It will give
special prominence to topics of Canadian and
patriotic interests, and especially to whatever
should be of value to intelligent young Meth-
odists, It will give original and selected read-
ings on current events, on the world’s progress,
on popular science, on modern expl orft.lon,
invention and_discovery, on the great religious
movements of the times, especially those of
Methodism and its young people, and on the
religious and missionary operations of our
charch. It will have literary and hio%rllphlc.ll
sketches, short and serial stories of special
interest.
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It will give prominence to the Sunday-school

ssons, and will furnish the best he{ s that
can be gleaned from the wide field of Eiblical
and general literature upon the important sub-
jects for the coming year. Durin, 1897 the
life and charactor of "~ St, Paul, the world’s
greatest missionary, will be studied throughout
Christendom as never in the world’s history be-
fore. Upon this heroic life every possible
light shall be thrown with more copious high-
class illustrations than has ever been attempted
in any periodical of the sort. His sublime
career will be followed from Tarsus to Damas.
cus, from Jerusalem to Athens, Corinth and
Rome,

We intended to make this paper simply in-
dispensable to every Sunday-school teacher
lmrevery scholar in the senior class, for whom
it is desiyned. Its considerably enlarged size
will furnish ampler opportunity of doing this
than heretofore. \We want an increase of
10,000 to our subscription list. If our teachers
and scholars will rally to our support this can
be easily accomplished. As soon as we have
reached the 50,000 line, still further enlarge-
ments and improvements of this paper will take
place. Do you want a still better paper than
you have? If so, give us the 50,000 and you
shall have it.

PrLeasaxT Hours,

The recent enlargement in Pleasant Hours
has given universal satisfaction and places it
in the very forefront among the young people’s

pers of this continent. ?t will be filled with
E:lght reading, serial and short stories, teach-
ing temperance, patriotism, how to help mis-
sions, and bright and instructive pictures—
everything, in fact, that will make it welcome
to the fifty thousand homes it now visits, and,
we hope, to a still wider range of readers.

Dew Drops,

Our bright new paper for the little folks,
fresh as the dew of the morning, will, we are
sure, capture their hearts. It is printed in
large, clear type, with new and beautiful pic-
tures, and with a lesson story and lesson

uestions specially prepared for our little folk.
?t will be printedyin different colored inks, a
novelty in this country, which will make it
still more attractive. "The price of our new
paper is only seven cents a year for fifty-two
‘numbers, or two cents a quarter. Give it a
trial in your school, and you will not be with-
out it.

SuNBEAM AND Harey D.‘vs.

These old favourites will also share the march
of improvemont. A large number of new and
"beautiful cuts have been secured, and at their
very cheap price of twelve cents a 30" they
will be just the thing for the intermediate class
between the primaries and the P/ Hours

Tue Banser,

Tue Baxser will contain very copious yet
concise notes on the Lesson, as full as most
teachers have time to study, yet so clear and
simple that all may thoroughly comprehend
them. Complete notes on Primary and Inter-
mediate Lessons, as well as helps, hints and
suggestions, and Sunday-school methods and
ways of working, will be given. Tur Baxygr
has heen permanently enlarged, and at five
cents a month will be found one of the very
best and cheapest lesson helps in the field,

e
A Tale of the Early Christians.

“VALERIA, the Martyr of the Catacombs + A
Tale of Karly Christian Life in Rome," By
W. H. Withrow, D. D., author of *The Cata-
combs of Rome and their Testimony Relative to
l’rimiti\'uChristiuuily,"etc‘ Toronto : William
Briggs. Montreal : C. W. Coates, Halifax :
S, F. Huestis. Illustrated. Price, 75 cents,

The success of this book is indicated by the
fact that a fifth edition of three thousand ‘copies
has just been printed. It has been republished
both in London and New York, The author
has devoted much time to the study of his
subject. His large work on ** The Catacombs
of Rome " is not yet superseded as the best on
the market, after twenty years' steady sale,

The author has endeavoured in this book, in
the form of a story, to convey the substance of
the information contained in this expensive
work. It gives a vivid picture of early Chris-
tian trial and triumph in Rome during the last
of the Ten Great Persecutions, that under
Domitian, It describes the secret worship of
the catacombs, the trial and persecution of the
Christians, even of those of Csar's household,
and the wife and mother of Cwsar himself, the
turbulent scenes in market and forum and

phitheatre. It abounds in el of
heroism, pathos and tragedy, and gives a
very graphic account of the conflict between
Jhristiani ism for the p i

hr and pagi
of the old Roman world,

This will be a good holiday gift book, as it is
handsomely bound and illustrated. It throws
much light on the early Roman church to
which St. Paul ministered. It describes his
imprisonment and martyrdom, and the pagan
legends and traditions about the great apostle
and first Christians, It will thus be of much
interest in connection with the Sunday-school
lessons on the life of St. Paul for 1897,

i Sy

To charscter and success, two thing
tradictory as they may seem, must got r
—humble dependence and manly indepen| 0;
h hle d. d

readers,

on God and manly reliance

on self. — William Wordsworth,
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A Christmas Song,

BY TUDOR JENKS,

WHEN mother-love makes all things bright,
When joy comes with the morning light,
When children gather round their tree,
Thou Christmas babe,
We sing of Thee !

When manhood’s brows are bent in thought
To learn what men of old have taught,
When es&r hands seek wisdom'’s key,
ise Temple Child,
We learn of Thee !

When doubts assail and perils fright,
When, groping blindly in the night,
We strive to read life’s mystery,
Man of the Mourit,
We turn to Thee !

When shadows of the valley fall,
When sin and death the soul appall,
One light we through the darkness see—
Christ on the Cross,
We cry to Thee !

And when the world shall pass away,
And dawns at length the perfect day,
In glory shall our souls, made free,
Thou God enthroned,
Then worship Thee !
—The Qutlook.

el

Significance of the Advent.

Tug birth of Christ has given such glory to
God as I know not that He could ever have had
here by any other means. We must always
speak in accents soft and low when we talk of
God’s glory; in itself it must always be in-
finite and not to be conceived by us, and yet
may we not venture to !say that all the works
of God’s hands do not glorify Him so much
as the gift of His dear Son, that all creation
and all providence do not so well display the
heart of Deity as when He gives His only Be-
gotten and sends Him into the world that men
may live through Him? What wisdom is mani-
fested in the plan of redemption of which the
Incarnate God is the centre! What love is
there revealed ! What power is that which
brought the Divine Oce down from glorg to
the ; only Omnipot could hav

L)

worked so great a marvel ! What faithfulness
to ancient promises! What truthfulness in
keeping covenant ! What grace and yet what
justice ! For it was in the person of that new-

rn Child that the law must be fulfilled, and

in His precious body must vengeance find re-
compense for injuries done to divine righteous-
ness, All the attributes of God were in that
little Child most marvelously displayed and
veiled. Conceive the whole sun focussed to a
single point and yet so softly revealed as to be
endurable by the tenderest eye, even thus the

lorious God is brought down for man to see

im born of & woman. Think of it. The ex-
press image of God in mortal flesh. The heir
of all things cradled in a manger! Marvelous
is this! Glory to God in the highest ! He has
never revealed Himself before as He now mani-
fests Himself in Jesus.—Spurgeon.

The Children for Christ.

O LET us not hinder, but help our children
to come to Jesus ! For child-religion may be
hindered. The words of Jesus suggest the
thought. The child is weaker than the older
disciple, is under his influence, can be kept
back by him. God has given the making of
the children into the hands of their elders.
And the natural religiousness of the child, his
simple faith, and sense of love and duty to
Jesus may be terribly checked by the exampl«
and conduct of those around him ; and so Jesus
says, ‘‘ Forbid them not.” The word means,
a8 it is elsewhere translated, ‘‘hinder them
not.” The religion of the child is feeble, and
can so easily be hindered. Christian parents
are appointed as guardians, to watch and foster
its growth. All growth comes from within,
and depends upon a healthy life. But young
and feeble growth needs to be preserved from
danger without, and to have provided for it
the that it d d

Often parents have been bitterly disappointed
in their children. When young they could feel
80 deopl{ and speak so beautifully !’ But they
had not lived long before all was lost. It was
Erobﬂbl because parents trusted to what was a

lessed but still only a feeble beginning. They
did not watch over the evil inﬁuenm which
the young plant could not yet resist. They
allowed the spirit of the world in their own
religious life or that of their friends; they
allowed company or pleasure and the enjoyment
ot the world to choke the good seed ; or they
faile? to supply the needful nourishment.
There was not, as the child grew up, any more
the personal speaking of this blessed Jesus,
the helping of faith and obedience by the fel-
lowship and example of a warm, living Chris-
tianity—a living love to Jesus. The child’s
religion disappeared because the parents hin-
dered it in coming to Jesus.

How different the result is when this comin
to Jesus is in the right spirit, fostered an
encouraged, not only in the little ones, but in




the growing boy and ‘girl through the years that
lead to maturity ! e need to be kept from
right-hand as well as from left-hand errors. On
the one side, we must beware of despising a
child's religious impressions as of little value,
Like all beginnings of life and growth, they
may be feeble and easily lost ; they are still of
infinite value as the preparation for that which
abideth forover. We must, on the other side,
be kept from overestimating or trusting in it.
We must remember that the tender Pplant needs
unceasing watching, and that only in the con.
genial atmosphere of a home holy to the Lord
and wholly dedicated to His service, can we
count on its ripening fruit to eternal life,—
Andrew Murray,

The Sunday-school of the Future.

TrE Sunday-school of the future must be
marked by business system, energy and pre-
cision, as distinctly as by Church fervour, The
Sunday.school of the future must be emphatic-
ally a Bible school, with a copy of that book
in the hands of every officer, every teacher,
and every scholar old enough to read it, and
not a lesson leaf or quarterly in the room.
They will be left at home, where they belong.
The Sunday-school of the future will be so
conducted that it will be the delight of the
children, a strength to the young and middle-
aged ; of the deepest interest to all, yet not an
entertainment. The officers will meet as a
‘‘cabinet” at least once a month, and spend
an evening studying the schooland plaaning for
it. Its teachers will only be such as are fitted
for it by at least some simple course of normal
study, and who diligently prepare for their
work. It will have, as far as means will per-
mit, a building or room adapted to its use—not
a cellar or basement. The Sunday-school of
the future will be wonhz of the time and
attention of the best and busiest people. To
reach the standard here set will require more
study, more time, more money than has ever
been put into the Sunday-school before ; yet
the returns will be vastly more than we can
now calculate.—A4 dvance.

A Christmas Song.

JOHN G. WHITTIER.
SouND over all waters, reach out from all lands,
The chorus of voices, the clasping of hands ;
Sing hymns that were sung by the stars of the

morn ;
Sing wn{n of the angels when Jesus was born.
With glad jubilations
Bring hope to the nations !
The dark night is ending and dawn has begun ;
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,
All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one.
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Correction,

O~ P‘f' 691 of the November BaxNER is an
outline for a blackboard map or plan of the
temple. The artist or engraver has made the
mistake of transposing the initials of the Court
of the Women and the Court of the Israelites,
In referring to the map our readers will please
make this correction.

— e,

It seems in place here to suggest that Christ-
mas can be made to mean a great deal more to
all our Sabbath-schools if they will, in some
fitting way, remember the poor, the sick and
the unfortunate. In cities it will be easy to do
this, for, besides families that need help, there
are " institutions —hospitals, orphanages an
homes to which gifts can be sent. But even in
villages and rural neighbourhoods there usually
are families to which tokens of kindness may
be carried. In man Sunday-schools the
custom has been established of asking every
scholar, on the ion of the k-day
Christmas observance, to bring something—
at least one potato. Sometimes classes will
combine and bring a basket filled with good
things, which they afterwards take to a needy
family. King’s Daughters’ circles usually pro-
vide baskets for deserving households, The
amount of comfort and cheer that goes out
from single schools into a wide neighbourhood is
great enough to gladden angels who look down
upon it.— Westminster Quarterly.

Souvenirs,
THE GREATEST STOVE OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

THE most remarkable stove placed upon the
market during the present century is the
famous line of Souvenir stoves and ranges,
The Souvenir ranges have the wonderful
aerated oven, having a continuous flow of pure
fresh air. Recent scientific experiments have
shown that where food is cooked in air-tight
ovens it absorbs all the impurities of the heated
atmosphere surrounding it. This greatly de-
stroys the delicate and sweet naturai flavours,
besides imparting impurities. Souvenirs re.
quire less fuel and labour to operate than any
other stove made. An aerated oven can be
heated more quickly, and with less fuel than
the ordinary ovens.” The Gurney-Tilden Co.,
of Hamilton, Ont., is one of the oldest and
greatest stove building concerns in North
America ; their stoves are sold everywhere be-
tween the two oceans, and their goods are
guaranteed to give extra satisfaction. Sou-
venir stoves are a marvel of beauty, economy
and convenience, and are made in seventy-five
different styles and sizes. You can buy any
kind of a Souvenir that may be required.
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A Christmas Wish.

A narey Christmas to you !
For the Light of Life is born,
And His coming is the sunshine
Of the dark and wintry morn,
The grandest Orient glow must pale,
The loveliest Western gleam must fail,
But His great light,
So full, so bright,
Ariseth for thy heart to-day ;
His shadow-conquering beams shall never pass
away.

A happy Christmas to you !
For the Prince of Peace is come,
And His reign is full of blessings,
Their very crown and sum,
No earthly calm can ever last,
"Tis but the lull before the blast ;
But His great peace
Shall still increase
In mighty, all-rejoicing sway ;
His kingdom in thy heart can never pass away.

Fraxces RipLey HAVERGAL.

SRR

Book Notices.

Baptism.  How? and for whom ! By Rev. W,
W. Covrerrrs,  Toronto: William Briggs,
Montreal : C. W. Coates. Halifax : S. F.
Huestis.

This is a brightly written pamphlet in dial-
ogue style which maintains strongly and
clearly the scriptural character of our Meth-
odist usages in baptism. Where any of our
friends are troubled with discussions of this
matter they had better put in circulation Mr,
Colpitts’ excellent pamphlet.

Hltustrative Notes: A Guide to the Study of
the International Sunday-school Lessons,
with Original and  Selected Comments,
Methods of Teaching, Illustrative Stories,
Practical Applications, Notes on Eastern
Life, Library References, Maps, Tables,
Pictures and Diagrams. By Jessk Lymas
HurLpur and Rosert ReMiNeToN DoHERTY.
New York : Eaton & Main. Toronto, Mont-
real and Halifax : Methodist Book Kooms
Price, $1.25.

This is one of the very best of the Sunday-
school helps that we know. Drs, Hurlbut and
Doherty have the large experience of many
years in Sunday-school work. Each volume of
their Commentary seems better than its pre-
decessor. All the resources of the great Meth-
odist publishing house is at their service.
The book is splendidly illustrated and has four
colored maps. It gleans from scores of the
best writers and s on the subject
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of the lessons, With this book and the lesson
notes in the BANNER, any teacher may consider
himself equipped with the best popular appar-
atus for his weekly work. How this book of
376 closely printed octavo pages can be fur.
nished for $1.25 is surprising. Only a very
large sale would make it possible.

A Greek-English Leaicon to the New Testament.
Revised and enlarged by THoMAS SHELDON
GRrEEN, M.A., with a preface by H. L.
Hasrines, Editor of the Christian, Boston,
U.S.A. - Boston: H. L. Hastings, 47 Corn-
hill. 1896,

This is the neatest and cheapest dictionary of
Greek-English Lexicon we know. It gives all
the words of the New Testament with their
English meaning and a reference to the places
where they oceur.  All this is condensed into
216 pages. The Greek letters are easily
learned, and with this hook one who knows
little of Greek may spell his way through the
New Testament in the origin.l.

A Bag of Holes ; and other Addresses to Child-
ren, By Jaues Arrcuison.  Elinburgh :
Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier. Toronto:
William Briggs. Price, 50 cents.

The art of addressing ‘‘ the bairns "—as the
Scotch people have it—with interest and profit
is not an easy one to acquire. The little folk
do not like to be patronized or talked down to,
yet it is easy to shoot over their heads. There
is no book in the world which furnishes such
grand themes and attractive stories for even
the youngest comprehension as the Bible. This
little book gives some splendid examples of
clear, straight, strong talk that arouse the
interest and hold the attention of the young
folk. The very titles are suggestive: A Bag
with Holes, Four Little Preachers, Ships on the
Sea, The Little Captive Maid, True to the
Core, Seeking for Jesus, A Safe Stronghold,
Running to Win, A Crown of Righteousness.
This book is worthy to join the ‘‘Golden Nails”
and ** Lamps and Pitchers,” by Geo. Milligan,
which have reached respectively their fifth and
sixth thousand.

The Social Law of Service. By Ricnarp T.
Eny, Ph.D., LL.D. New York: Eaton &
Main. Toronto: William Briggs. Price,
90 cents,

“No Man Liveth to Himself,” saith the
Word of God, - Selfishness is the root from which
spring many of the evils of the body politic.
The reproach too often has been brought
against Christians that they have been too
other-worldly, but Christ teaches us to pray,
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will he done in
earth as it is in heaven.” The Divine spirit of
unselfishness, or altruism as the modern phrase
is, will do much to solve the social problems of
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the times— problems which have led to the
hurly-burly in the American politics during the
present year. The application of the (iolden
‘{ule. and not free silver at sixteen to one, will
be the cure of many of the social maladies of
the times. Professor Ely has a series of noble
chapters on such subjects as Social Solidarity,
Our Neighbours, Making Men Good by Law,
Inadequacy of Private Philanthropy for Social
Reform, Our Earnings, Our Spendings, What
to Do, etc. We commend this book to the
study of all teachers and preachers,

Aleph, the Chaldean : or, The Messiah as seen
from Alexandria. By E. F. Bugg, D.D.,
LL.D. Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson &
Ferrier. Toronto : William Briggs. Price,
$1.25.

It is a difficult and delicate task to give a
picture of the life and times of the Messiah
without falling into irreverence. The Rev.
Dr. Burr has succeeded in this attempt where
so many have failed. His devout spirit, his
thorough study of the period, and his literary
skill gave him surpassing advantage in this.
The point of view of his narrative is the great
city of Alexandria, where were many thousands
of Jews. It was a sort of newer Athens, a
centre of fashion and learning, of folly and
frivolity, Here was the greatest university
and library of antiquity. Here the Greek
septuagint version of the Jewish Seriptures
had been made. Here grew up one of the
earliest and one of the strongest Christian
Churches, a church which is perpetuated in the
ancient and modern Coptic church. The ac-
count of the ancient wonder workers, who an-
ticipated the tricks of the modern spiritualists,
is exceedingly curious, and is based upon
authentic records, The book is exceedingly
interesting and instructive,

Torch-Bearers of Christendom : The Light they
Shed and the Shadows they Cast. By
Roert R. Domerry. New York: Eaton
& Main, Toronto: William Briggs.

Paul, Constantine, Gre, ory the Great, Hilde-
brand, Luther, and Wesley have an apprecia-
tive biographer in the accomplished and versa.
tile head of the Literary Department of the
League in the United States. This book is
really an epitome of early Church history, and
will prove very instractive and interesting,

We have examined Dr, Doherty’s book
with much interest. We think the sub-divisions
of the history, grouping of the events, and
characterization of persons and periods exceed-
ingly well done. We know nothing better,
nothing so good on the subject.

** Dr. Doherty’s * Torch-Bearers of Christen-
dom’ is a hri{linnt survey of the nineteen
Christian centuries, setting forth in a series of
vividly picturesque chaiters the successive
steps in the history of C ristianity. Dr. Do-

herty’s literary skill has resulted in an unusu-
ally attractive book.”— 8, s, Journal.

We previously referred to this admirable
book by Dr, Doherty. The price of the book
is 90 cents, but readers of the Epworth League
course get it for 50 cents in the set of League
books. ~ This privilege is not covfined to Ep-
worth Leaguers. Anyone may take vp the
course. A capital Christmas present for an
intelligent young person will be a set of the
books advertised elsewhere,

Bible Characters, Adam to Achan, By ALex-
ANDER Whyte, D.D, Edinburgh : Oliphant,
Anderson & Ferrier, Toronto: William
Briggs.

Dr, Whyte's admirable volumes on Bunyan
Characters " won for him wide recognition as
an accomplished and incisive writer, In this
volume he gives us a series of stud-es based on
astill nobler range of characters than Bunyan’s,
The grave fathers of the world before the flood,
and those patriarchs, sages and seers of the
Old Testament, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Joseph, Moses and Joshua, with those holy
women of old, Sarah, Rebecea and Miriam.
Dr. Whyte has a genius for interpretation and
exposition. This book will be a valuable ad
dition to any Sunday-school or private library,

Literary Notes.

REv. Mg, Eaperr, of Cornwall, N.Y., pre-
faced a sermon recently as follows : *“ As you
are aware, it is not my custom to recommend
books to you, but I have been so interested in
one which I have read this week, called * A
Singular Life,” written by Elizabeth Phelps
Wad, that I wish every one in this congrega-
tion would read it.”

THOREAU'S “ Cape Cod,” in its Holiday Edi-
tion, is spoken of as an unusually attractive
work, especially the hundred illustrations in
color by Miss Amelia M. Watson.

JUDGING from the chapters of *“ The Country
of the Pointed Firs,” which appeared in 7%he
Atlantic Monthly, Miss Jewitt's story will be
one of the most delightful she has written.

“* Marm Lisa,” Mrs, Wiggin's story just
finished in 7he Atlantic, wll appear in
book form October 31st, from the Riverside
Press,

The Methodist Magazine and Review for
October is at hand. We usually secure a
quiet hour soon after this magazine is received
and read it through, always with interest and
profit. It is a good, wholesome, interesting,
instructive monthly for the preacher and the
family, and we commend it without qualifica-
tion. William Briggs, Publisher, Toronto,
Canada. Price, $2.00,— The Way of Faith,

Columbia, 8.C,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY—
CONTINUED.

B. C. 984 ()]

LESSON X. SOLOMON'S SIN.

{Dec. 6.

GOLDEN TEXT. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fali.
1 Cor. 10. 12

Authorized Version.
1 Kings 11. 4«13, [ Commit to memory verses
9,10.]
[Read 1 Kings 11, 4-13.]

4 For it came to pass, when Sol’o-mon was old,
that his wives turned away his heart after other
gods : and his heart was not perfect with the Lorp
his God, as was the heart of Da'vid his father.

5 For Sol'o-mon went after Ash’to-reth the god-
dest of the Zi-do'ni-ans, and after Mil'com the
bomination of the Am’ ites,

6 And Sol'o-mon did evil in the sight of the
Lorp, and went not fully after the Lorv, as did
Da'vid his futher,

7 Then did Sol’o-mon build & high place for
Che'mosh, the abomination of Mo'ab, in the hill
that is before Je-ru'sa-lem, and for Mo'lech, the
abomination of the children of Am'mon.

8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives,
which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.

9 And the Lorp was angry with Sol'o-mon, be-
cause his heart was turned from the Lorp God of
Is'ra-el, which had appeared unto him twice,

10 And had commanded him concerning this
thing, that he should not go after other gods: but
he kept not that which the Lorp commanded,

11 Wherefore ths Lorp said unto Sol'c-mon,
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast
not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I
have commanded thee, 1 will surely rend the
kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant.

12 Notwithstanding, in thy days I will not do it
for Da'vid thy father’s sake : but I will rend it out of
the hand of thy son.

18 Howbeit I will not rend away all the King-
dom ; but will give one tribe to thy son for Da'vid
mf' servant’s sake, and for Je-ru'sa-lem’s sake
which I have chosen,

Revised Version.

4 For it came to pass, when Sol'o-mon was old,
that his wives turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the
Lorp his God, as was the heart of Da'vid

5 his father. For Sol'o-mon went after Ash'to-
reth the goddess of the Zi-do'ni-ans, and after
Mil'com the abomination of the Am’mon-ites,

6 And Sol'o-mon did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lorp, and went not fully after the

%7 Lo, as did Da'vid his father. Then did Sol'-
o-mon build an high place for Che'mosh the
abomination of Mo'ab, in the mount that is be-
fore Je-ru'sa-lem, and for Mo'lech the abom-

8 ination of the children of Am'mon. And so
did he for all his strange wives, which burnt
incense and sacrificed unto their gods,

9  And the Lorp was angry with Sol'o-mon, be-
cause his heart was turned away from the
Lorn, the God of Is'ra-el, which had appearcd

10 unto him twice, and had commanded him
concerning this thing, that he should not
go after other gods: but he kept not that which

11 the Logp commanded, Wherefore the Loro
said unto 8ol'o-mon, Forasmuch as this is done
of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant
and my statutes, which I have commanded
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee,

12 and will give it to thy servant, Notwithstand-
ing in thy days I will not do it, for Da'vid thy
father's sake: but I will rend it out of the

18 hand of thy son, Howbeit I will not rend
away all the kingdomj but I will give one
tribe to thy son, for Da'vid my servant's suke,
and for Je-ru'sa-lem’s sake which I huve
chosen.

TIME.—About B. C. 984 (1). PLACE.—/Je-
rusalen. THE FALL OF SOLOMON, like
thatcf David, is completely passed over by the chron-
jeer  Solomon and his far greater father were men,
and like men they fell, but there remained still the
promise of a King who should rule in righteous-
ness, endowed with more than David’s tenderness
and more than Solomon’s wisdom and free from all
tkat made them but broken lights of him,

HOME READINGS,

¥. Solomon’s 8in. 1 Kings 11. 4-13,
2w. Ahijah’s prophecy. 1 Kings 11, 20-38,

V. Wise counscl forsaken. 1 Kings 12, 1-11.

. The kingdom divided. 1 Kings 12, 12-20,
Danger of evil companionship. Deut. 7.1-11,
Resisting warning. Jer. 44, 1-11,

Idols of the heart, Ezck. 14. 1-8,

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 220, New Canadian Hymnal.
Try us, O God, and search the ground
every sinful heart ;
‘Whate'er of &in in us is found,
Oh, bid it all depart!

that th

3.1
sinned
Where
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No. 219, Canadian Hymnal,

More love to thee, O Christ,
ore love to thee;

Hear thou the gnysr I make,
On bended knee,

No. 214, Canadian Hymnal,

Ob, hear my cry, be gracious now to me!
udomol, gomel}l b Ilvarlm;, on:.nel .
sou,] Wi lown, islonging now for thee,
éome.' Great Delivercr, comeﬁ

QUESTIONSFOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
L. The King’s Folly, v. 4-5, .

What was the natural effect of Solomon’s luxuri-
ous life ?

How did his court differ from that of other
oriental monarchs ?

To what sins did he become addicted ?

From whose way was his heart turned away ?

For whose sake?

What two false gods did he serve ?

In what visible forms did he show his idolatry?

What name remained to mark the site of hisfolly

What warning against folly have we? Gorpex
Texr,

2. The Lord’s Anger, v. 4-13,

What is meant by the Lord being angry with
anyone ?

Why was the Lord angry with Solomon?

On what two occasions had the Lord appeared
unto him? (1 Kings 8. 5; 9, 2)

By what command hud God given him warning
concerning this sin? (1 Kings 9. 6, 7.)

What punishment was he to be made to suffer?

What would Solomon know that division must
mean for his kingdom ?

What was the one saving feature in the coming
doom ¢

For whose sake was the penalty delayed ?

How was this prophecy fulfilled? (1 Kings
12. 16, 19, 20.)

For whose sake is the Lord's anger turned from
us? See Eph. 4. 32,

Practical Teachings.

1. Solomon did not become wicked in his old
age suddenly. He had been growing so for forty
years,

2. Solomon tried to serve God and mammon,
He fuiled. Men are still trying and still fuiling,
Worldliness ruined Solomon. It will ruin every-
one on whom it fastens, * Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he full.”

8. David sinned and bitterly repented. Solomon
sinned and never thought of repentance.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That sin begins in the heart ?
2. That we should shun wicked company ?
3. That God will surely punish sin ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIAT);
SCITOLARS.
1. Verses 4.8,

4. What age was Solomon at this time? How
was his heart turned away ! What was meant by
his heart not being perfect ¢

5. To what did he give his chief interest?
What was Ashtoreth? Who were the Ammon-
ites? What was part of the worship of Molech ?

6. What evil was done by Solomon ?

7. How did places of worship come to be called
‘“high places?” What is known of Chemosh?
Who were the Moabites ?

8. How fur did Solomon sanction idolatry 1
How was incense burned? Of what was it the
symbol ?

2. Verses 913,

9. What warnings had Solomon received ?

10. From what do we learn that God notes our
privileges ?

11. What was to happen to S8olomon’s kingdom1
Who was to receive part of it?

12. Why did God show some forbearance ?

13. How was God's promise to David to be ful-
filled ! What tribe remained loyal to the house of
David?

Teachings of the Lesson.

A gradual declension precedes shipwreck of
character.  Prosperity has its dangers, Ungodly
company is frequently the first step to ruin,
When sin tempts us its real purpose is disguised,
Who knoweth the power of Gud's anger? The
evil we do will live after us, Be not unequally
yoked with unbelievers,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
What great change took place in Solomon 1
What caused it ?
What was his sin ?
Did he forsake God entirely 1
How did he worship him? Ina halfehearted
way.
How did God like this?
Does he like any better to see it in ust
Why did he offer incense to strange gods 1
Was this right?
What command did he disobey ?
What did the Lord tell Solomon he should do
Wiy did he not do this while Solomon lived ?
For whose sake does God forgive our sins ?
Did God take the whole kingdom away from
Solomon ?
What does this lesson teach us?

Lessons for Me.
Not to choose friends among those who do not
know God.
Not to put my pleasnre before God's command
Not to grow careless in the worship of Goa
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LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J., L. HURLBUT.
Solomon’s Downward Steps.
L. A Divinep Hearr. | IV, ReuiGrovs I\'m‘rrrurv E.
Not pertect with the Lord. v. 4. | Went after Ashtoreth. .
No muan cun serve two masters,  Matt, 6, 24, | Shalt have no oth . Exod. 20, 8,
How long halt ye? 1 Kings 18, 21, Worship the Lord thy God,  Matt. 4, 10,
11, Sexsvan Lusts, | V. DisopEpiNce to Gon,
His wives turned away his heart. v. 4. | Kept not....commanded. v, 10,
Solomon loved, . . .strange women. 1 Kings11.1, | Walk in my statutes. 1 Kings 6, 12,
The lust of the flesh. 1 John 2. 14, If ye shall turn, 1 Kings 9. 6,
II1. WoreoLy CoMPANIONSHIPS, VI Loss or PriviLece,
Did he for all his strange wives. v. 8. | Twill....rend the kingdom. v. 11,
Be not conform d to this world, Rom 12, 2, Tuke....the talent from him. Matt, 25, 28,
Love not the world, 1 John 2. 15, Good part....not to be tuken, Luke 10, 42,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PIL.D.
General Statement.

The folly and vice of Solomon’s maturity startle us after.the wisdom and virtue of his youth, Cuan an
olive tree bear thorns, or a fig thistles, or a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter ¢
But Solomon’s moral downfall was not so sudden as at first it seems.  From the very outset of his
carcer the observant student notices signs of approaching danger. The frequency of God’s wurnings
suggests the flow of an undercurrent of unfaithfulness.  No man whose biography is given in the Bille
received anything like so many and so solemn warnings of the results of depurture from high moral
standards as did Solomon.  Then, too, we note, even in his prime, repeated transgression of the very
law by virtue of which he ruled. Tuke three or four examples.  First, turn from Deut. 17. 17 (the

king shall not * greatly multiply to himself silver and gold”) to 1 Kings 10, 14-25, where an amazing
account is given of the metallie splendor of Solomon’s court; an annual tribute of 666 talents of gold ;
200 turgets of ** beaten gold, cach containing 600 shekels 5 300 shiclds of ** beaten ™ gold, each weigh-

ing three pounds 3 a great throne of ivory overluid with the * best ™ gold : drinking vessels of' * fine
gold ; vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon of ** pure” gold ; the navy of Tharshish every third
yeur bringing gold and silver, besides other luxuries; **all the earth ™ secking Solomon with presents
of ** vessels of silver and vessels of gold : ' while as for silver, ** the king made it to be in Jerusalem us
stones,”  Secondly, turn to Deut. 17, 16 (the king must ** not multiply horses to himself,”” nor send to
Egypt to purchase horses), and then to 1 Kings 10. 28, 20, where we learn that Solomon imported horses
from Egypt, buying at the rate of 150 shekels of silver apiece. Thirdly, in Deuteronomy the king is
forbidden to ** multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away:" but the first three verses of
the chapter from which our lesson is taken tell us that Solomon gathered for his harem 1,000 wives and
concubines. Here were three conspicuous departures from what appears to have been constitutional
luw—the legal * manner of the king.” A fourth item of disobedience was more likely to be imitated by
his subjects, and more serious in its immediate ill effects, In Exod. 84, 16, :and again in Deut, 7 |
Israelites are forbidden to marry women from the Hittite, Canaanite, and other native tribes; in \h|~
chapter we learn that Solomon’s wives were ** strange women,” that is, * Moabites, Ammonites, Edow-
ites, Zidonians, and IHittites.,” 1t is true that marriage with Ammonites and Moabites was not, so fur as
we know, expressly forbidden by the early law; but so strong was the feeling against the impropricty
of union with them, that the Israelites were ordered (Deut, 23, 8) to refuse to receive them into the con-
gregation ** unto the tenth generation.” This rigorous prohibition of marriage with heathen is abun-
dantly justified by to-day’s lesson ; for if foreign wives caused Solomon to sin, it is not likely that his
subjeets would have been less easily influenced. 8o immoral were most of the foreigners resident in
Pulestine that the term * strange women "'—that is, foreign women—had become synonymous with per-
sons of professionally evil life.  On the surface it might seem that, like many w bright and promising
modern youth, Solomon was ruined by sensuality ; but it is perfectly clear, as Dr. Joseph Hammond has
suid, that it cannot have been mere sensuality that led to his enormous error. The greatness of the
number of his women, and the fact that 700 of them were princesses when he married them, show that
his object was rather to enhance his dignity and renown. Great as wus Solomon’s wisdom in some re-
gards, he never avoided a fatal weakness for swaggering display. Even in his worship at Hebron in
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Verse 4. When Solomon was old, * To-
ward the close of his life.” e died at sixty ; so
we may fancy this note of age to be about fifiy-five
or fifty. His wives turned away his heart
after other gods. This reference to the old age
of Solomon has to do with his tolerance of idolu-
try rather than with his polygamy, which was in-
dulged in on a magnificent scale throughout his
royal carcer.  Notice that it was his * heart™ that
was “turned away "--not his personal habits of
worship, It is nowhere said that he “served
other gods, as many of his descendants did, Ilis
sin, bad as it wus, is never spoken of as being
thoroughly vile, like “the sin of Jeroboam.”
Now, Jeroboam did not turn away from Jehovah
hix sin consisted in leading his kingdom into
schism § and if Solomon had committed personal
idolatry, surely such iniquity should have heen
ranked even greuter than that of Jeroboam,
(1) Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out o it
are the issues of life. His heart was not per-
fect with the Lord his God. This scems
more profoundly sad when we remember what he
had suid to his people at the dedieation of the tem-
ple: *“Let your heart be perfeet with the Lord
your God.”  The heart of David his father
wasa turbulent heart. It swelled with wrath at
Nubal’s crustiness, and led David close to violent
bloodshed. It was an easy prey to Bathsheba's
beauty, and made David an adulterer and a mur-
derer. It waxed weakly fond of beautiful ehil-
dren, and turned David into a eriminally indulgent
parent. It puffed up with pride over noble eon-
quests, and tempted David toward the sordid
ideals of Alexander and Napoleon. 8o that,
Judged by Christiun standards, even by high
Mosaic standards, the heart of David was wiy-
ward, infirm, and on oceasion impure. But there
was one principle to which David was ever true.
Never for an instant did he forget that he stood in
this world to champion the cause of Jehovah, to
confirm Jehoval's laws, to exalt Jehoval's wor-
ship, to increase the territory of Jehovah’s cult.
To this one great ideal he was ever true, In reli-
gious loyulty he never wavered, In the cham-
pionship of Jehovah he was never infirm. In
thoughts of God he was never impure. Sins he
committed ; but he bitterly repented them, and
with tears returned to Johovah, erying, * Against
thee, and thee only have I sinned.” In affec-
tional purpose his heart was perfect,

purer days his pomp and ostentation are evident ; and now, with a blindness of spiritual vision pro-
foundly sad, he coneludes that his superiority over all monurchs is not tully won till he exceeds them in
armies, horses, and wives, as well as in wisdom, The adoption of the pagan worship of his princesses w
naturally the next step; but it is hardly likely that he negleeted the temple of Jehoval on Mount
Moriah when he creeted temples to false deities on Mount Olivet,
bristle with hecdless boastfulness, I who has more silver and gold and splendor, more
tributary kings, more wisdom and fame, thun any sovereign on carth, why should he not have more
wives and gods too t  Sceking many things, he missed the * better part.”

as

Rather does the whole transaction
horses and

5. Solomon went after. That is, he re-
garded the idolatrics mentioned with approval,
and encouraged them.  Ashtoreth the goddess
Df l'le Zid 'rhc Zid i ure l]“}
Phanicians, for Zidon was one of the leading
cities of Phenicia, and in Greek and Latin writ-
ings Phanicians often bear this name, An in-
seription discovered in the ruins of Zidon in 1855
refers to a temple of Ashtoreth which stood there,
This goddess was matched with Baal in worship,
und was sometimes adored as the planet Venus,
sometimes as the moon, sometimes in forms of
carven,wood 5 but always she was the embodiment
of the productive power in nature, and the rites of
her worship were impure. Milcom the abom-
ination of the Ammonites. “ Abomination
here means the hateful, detestable idol, I+ is
probable that Milcom is the same as Molech, If
80, he was the fire god, and was worshiped by the
sacrifice of children, though that horrid crime is
not mentioned us having been wrought in Judah
before the duys of Ahaz.

6. This verse, which is a repetition of the latter
part of verse 4, seems to preclude the thought that
Solomon ever became an idolater in practice. He
went not fully in the right way ; he tolerated
and favored idolatries, a course that was irrceon-
cilable with true fidelity to the Lord; but he
never disearded the worship of Jehovah, To the
end of his reign he would seem to have offered his
solemn sacrifices on the great altar thrice a year,
When kings served false gods the Bible direetly
says 80, as, for instance, in 1 Kings 16, 81 ; 535
2 Kings 16. 3. What Solomon did was to indulge
and putronize the idolatries of his wives, It may
be worth while to notice in passing that every one
of these was a daughter of a king, with royul as-
sumption, accustomed to have her own way ; and
among séven hundred it would not be strunge if
he found one or two as managing and masterful as
himself. 8o that Solomon’s sin, in the lust analy-
sis, was weak eonsent of the sins ¢ f others——a dis-
position to take the casier course rather than the
right course. (2) Jehovah will be all in a/l, or
nothing, and Solomon’s worship of him was worse
than thrown away. (3) Idolatry in its last analysis
is devotion to som«thing else than God,

7. A high place. Ancient altars were often
erected on top of pyramidal piles, each a sort
of four-squarc staircase; and temples nearly

always stood on hillsides. Like the modern

v g
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church spire this typitied the effort of humanity
to get us near a8 possible to heaven and God., But,
sad to say, it was often typical also of things and
thoughts less noble. Chemosh, the abomi-
nation of Moab. Although Chemosh is usual-
ly put down as the god of war, it is possible
thut Chemosh, Baal, Molech, and Ashtoreth
were originally different names for one great god,
worshiped under different attributes and with
various rites in different countries, until at last
they came to be regarded us different gods,
¢ Ashtarchemosh” is mentioned on the Moabite
stone; and we know that Ashtar was the masculine
form of Astarte; so that, like the others, Che-
mosh was probubly worshiped, in part at least,
with sensual practices. The hill that is be-
fore Jerusalem. The Mount of Olives, one
peak of which has been for centuries populurly
known as the Mount of Seandal or the Mount of
Offense, from a legend that it was the site of an
idolatrous temple. Molech, the abomination
of the children of Ammon. Probably this is
to be regarded as a duplication of ** Milcoan the

b of the A ites.”

8. Likewise did he for all his strange
‘wives. There would have been trouble in that
household if he had not. And to offend three or
four hundred wives at once Solomon did not dare.
Burnt incense and sacrificed unto their
gods. Solomon built the altars; his wives wor-
shiped. * No hill about Jerusalem was free from
a chapel of devils,”— Hall.

not go after other gods, to any degree, or to please
anybody, He kept not that which the
Lord commanded. Asa steward, he was un-
faithful to his trust,

11. Wherefore the Lord said unto Solo-
mon. Whether by a third vision or by a
prophet, we know not. Thou hast not kept
my covenant, But Solomon’s wisdom and
fame, his wealth and splendor, every loyal subject,
every shekel of gold, was an evidence that God
had kept his covenant. I will surely rend.
“ Despite thy great power and magnificence, thy
fortifications and munitions of war."—Dr. Ham-
mond. Will give it to thy servant. Thine
employee, After all, this vast treasure which had
made Jerusalem an immense treasure-box had
been gathered together for a servant, a hireling,
(See Eccles, 2. 18.)

12. Notwithstanding. Ilere comes a mer-
ciful limitation of the punisk It should not
be inflicted until after Solomoun’s death. (See
1 Kings 21. 29 ; 2 Kings 22. 20.) For David thy
father’s sake. God had made a covenant with
David also (2 Sam, 7. 18), and David had been
faithful on his side.

13. Howbeit, Iere is a second merciful
limitation, One tribe to thy son.

* Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace ;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides & smiling face.”
If God had not taken part of the kingdom away
from Rehob there is reason to believe that he

9. The Lord was angry with Sol
(4) God's indignation at sin is in proportion to the
advantages and opportunities for virtue given to the
sinner (Amos 8. 2; Luke 10, 12-15). The Lord
God of Israel, which had appeared unto
him twice. (Seel Kings 3. 5; 9, 2.)

10. And had ded him n-

ing this thing (1 Kings 9. 6). That he should

would have been less faithful, ard that the whole
nation would have sunk deep into idolatry. But
if, on the other hand, he had not reserved oue
tribe for Rehoboam, Jerusalem would have ceused
to be the religious capital, and that would have
brought more ill consequences than we can well
outline.

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR W,

There is no sadder chapter in the annals of his-
tory than the last one in the lite of Solomon. It is
therefore not strange that the chronicler passes it
over in utter silence, How different were his last
days from those of his royal father, whom Farrar
<compares to an April morning, which, if tempora-
rily beclouded, still constantly showed the clear
shining after the rain! ** The story of Solomon,”
says the same author, ““is the story of one whose
heart was perverted and his will enervated by lux-
ury and pride.”

Verse 4. When Solomoi was old. As-
suming that Solomon became king when twenty,
and knowing that he reigned forty years (verse 42),
he could not have been much over sixty when he
died. It is not possible to say how old he was at

W. DAVIES, D.D.

the time spoken of here, but it was probably within
five or ten years of his death. No attention should
be given to the conjeeture of Josephus, who says
that his reign lusted cighty years. His wives.
According to the preceding verse he had seven hun-
dred wives and three hundred concubines. The
number is very large, but not without parallel in both
ancientand modern history It is said that even in
this century the Turkish sultan had no fewer than
one thousand three hundred women in his harem.
(See Lange's Commehtary, in loc.) It is possible,
however, that the text is corrupt, as it often is in
the case of numbers. Turned away his heart.
At first sight it is a mystery how such a wise and
devoted man could so utterly fall into apostasy;
how he, who could offer the dedicatory prayer,
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could fall away so far from God, and hecome at-
tached to idol worship. It was, however, a gradual
process. Bo deceitful is sin that we are its sluves
before we think, unless constantly in the path of
righteousness.  “ At first we permit in others,
through complaisance, sin, which we could and
should have checked ; and thus we actually assist
ourselves to sin.”— Osiander, What men call tol-
eration is often nothing but the profoundest sympa-
thy with sin, and has its origin in a corrupt heart,
The warnings which le received from time to time
show clearly that his lapse was not sudden. (See
3.145 6.125 9. 8.) lle disobeyed the law in three
different ways—he multiplied wives, horses, and
wealth (Deut. 17. 16, 17).  Polygamy, luxury, and
despotism have been the ruin of the most pow-
erful monarchs, His heart was not perfect
with the Lord his God. The word rendered
** perfect ” implies entire consceration or integrity,
His devotion to Jehovah was half-hearted. It is
not said that he entirely abandoned Jehoval, but
that he tolerated und sanctioned other forms of
worship. This was the same in that age of intoler-
ance as to acknowledge the equality of the various
religions. He who thinks that one religion is as
good as another can have no lofty idea of any. As
the heart of David. David, though a man of
like passions with Solomon, und who had sinned
most flagrantly, was never guilty of idolatry, e
never swerved from the worship of Jehovah, It is
as such he is regarded as perfect.

5. Ashtoreth, She was the chief goddess of
the Phenicians, just as Baal was their chief god.
Some connect the name with Astarte (Venus) of the
Greeks, others with the moon :

‘* Astarte, queen of heavens, with crescent horns,
To whose bright image, nightly by the moon,
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs.”

As Buaal was the sun-god, so Ashtoreth repre-
sented the moon, or, according to others, the per-
sonifieation of the feminine principle of nature,
There were immoral and highly indecent rites con-
nected with her worship, which was widespread
among the various tribes in and around Canaan,
and extending evento Carthage. Milcom. This
is also called Molech (verse 7) and Malcham (Jer.
49.1). The name is derived from a root, meaning
to rule or be king. The abomination. That
which was detestable to a good Hebrew, The exact
form of worship paid the idol is not positively
known, but it is commonly thought that it was
accompanied with much cruelty. As the worship
of Ashtoreth was characterized by impurity, that
of Milcom was with lasciviousness and cruelty,
“Lust” says Farrar, “as in all forms of pa-
gan idolatry, stood hard by hate.” We read in
2 Chron. 28. 8, that Ahaz burnt his children as an
offering to this god. Some, however, claim that the
pussage cannot be understood literally, According

to tradition the image of Molech was hollow, and in
this a fire was kindled, and children were thrown
into the red-hot arms of the idol. It is not proba-
ble that Solomon would tolerate such ceremonies
within sight of the temple,

6. Did evil. This phrase is often used, and is
equivalent to saying that he worshiped idols (see
15, 26, 84; 16. 25), and often went not fully.
Solomon did not utterly forsake Jehovah, but in
order to gratify his desires for glory and empire he
formed alliance with all the surrounding countries,
and became gradually used to tie various heathen
practices then in vogue, all more or less immoral
and ling in their tend It is now, as
then, next to impossible to associate with irre-
ligious and immoral people, unless it be with
the avowed purpose of helping them to the
Lord, without sooner or later partaking of their
indifference to holy things, and indecd becom-
ing contaminated with gross worldliness and dis-
loyalty to God.

7. Then did Solomon build a high place.
High places were altars ; indeed, ** altar” means * a
high place.” It was a common belief that the gods
could be most acceptably worshiped on lofty emi-
nences and hills, for it was believed that the Lills or
mountains were nearer the sun or heaven, the dwell-
ing-place of God. Even in modern times, in many
purts of Europe, the church will be found on the
highest spot in the town or village. High places
were at one time quite common in Pulestine, not-
ably in the days of Samuel, but it scems that most
priests and prophets did not regard them with
favor, inasmuch as Jehovah was to be worshiped
in one place, and one only (Deut. 12, 13, 14), The
high places which existed alongside of the taber-
nacle or temple were evidently irregular pluces of
sacrifice and worship, and as such the objects of
condemnation. These high places were often
nothing more than rude altars, yct sometimes
there were sanctuaries connected with them (chap.
13. 32; 2 Kings 17, 20, and 23, 19). These irregu-
lar sanctuaries were not fully destroyed till the
days of Josiah (2 Kings 23. 19). Chemosh.
About all we know of this god is thut he was
worshiped by the people of Moab, The name oc-
curs several times on the famous Moabite stone,
one of the oldest und completest monuments found
near Pulestine. We read in Judg. 11. 24, that the
Ammonites also paid adoration to Chemosh, We
are totally ignorant as to the nature and character
of his worship. Keil has the following, which the
reader may take for what it is worth: * Chemosh
was a sun-god, who was worshiped as a king of his
people and as a god of war, and as such is de-
pieted upon coins with a sword, lance, and shield
in his hands, and with two torches at his side.”
The mount that is before Jerusalem. This
without doubt was the southern crest of the Mouns
of Olives, and this peak has been called the ** mount
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of corruption™ (2 Kings 23. 13), The Vulgate has
“mount of offense.”

8. And so he did for all his strange
wives, Doubtless muny of these worshiped the
sume god or goddess 5 thus it is not necessary to
suppose that he erccted a sanctuary for every one
of the seven hundred women in his harem, Though
high places to Ashtoreth, Molech, and Chemosh
are the only ones mentioned, it is reasonable to
think that there were others besides these. It has
been suggested that these high places were designed
not only for Solomon’s wives, but for their serv-
ants, and the foreign merchants who frequented
the great Hebrew metropolis for commereial pur-
"III.‘(‘S.

9. The Lord was angry with Solomon.
God is a jealous God, and cannot aceept divided
worship. Turned away from the Lord God
of Israel. Itisvery unfortunate that the originul
word * Jehovah " has been rendered * Lord * in this
clause, for it is as much of a proper noun as Mil-
com or Chemosh, In short it is always a mistake
to translate the word, The reader, however, muy
ensily know when the Hebrew has  Jehovalh,” for
then Loro is always printed in small capitals, as
here, Which had appeared unto him twice.
Once at Gibeon and once at Jerusalem. (See 8. 5,
and 9, 2.) The cnormity of Solomon’s sin and
the wickedness of his apostasy appear when we
consider that Jehovah himself had appeared to
him, not once, but twice, [ow inexpressibly sad
it is to think that he who had reached the pinnacle
of fume, had been so prosperous and successful in
all his undertakings, and who had not only been
the favorite of men, but had also enjoyed such
intimate communion with God, should so utterly
turn away ; there is not the shadow of a reason
for supposing that Solomon ever repented aud re-
turned to God. Those who appeal to Ecelesinstes
in proof of his conversion toward the end of his
reign have studied that wonderful book to little or
no purpose, for they have utterly failed to grasp its
meaning and object, To quote Farrar once more,
Eceleswstes * does not contain a single expression
of shame or repentance.” It has nothing against
wdolatry.

11. The Lord said unto Solomon. Not
in a vision; he was too far gone for this mode of
communieation, but probably throuzh one of the
prophets (verse 29). Thy servant. Do not
fuil to read the last part of this chapter (verses
26-40),

12. In thy days I will not do it. As Gol
works often by natural means, it required time for
the evil to develop. Let us not forget that the evil
as well n8 the good which we do, lives after us, and
in due . e the seed sown will bear fruit.

1 know of no more fitting words with which to
close the study of 8olomon’s life than, * Let him
who thinketh be standeth take heed lest he fall,”

Thoughts for Young People.
Lessons from the Time of Solomon’s Sin,

1. Solomon did not sin in ** hard times.” There
wus “rest on every side,” **eating, drinking, and
making merry,” * neither adversary nor evil occur-
rent.,”  This most terrible example of apostasy is
furnished by a prince who luxuriated in peace und
prosperity ; from which fact we learn thut com-
fort is not ulways best for us,  We are to rejoice in
tribulation also,

2. Solowmon did not sin in passion. No terrible
rush of temptation, no sudden guilty love, us when
Samson met Delilah, or David saw Bathsheba,
Turn to Matt, 4. 8, and read how Jesus, after fu
ing forty days and forty nights, hungered, and how
he was tempted ; then turn to1 Kings 4. 22, 23, and
read what Solomon’s provision for one day was, It
wvas not need that tempted Solomon,  Turn back to
Matt. 4 and think how the kingdoms of the woild
and the glory of them must have dazzled the eyes
of the young Nuzarene who had not where to lay
his head ; and then read 1 Kings 4. 21, 24, and
notice how supreme was Solomon’s dominion, Most
of the temptations which beset our Lord would r.ot
have been temptations to Solomon at all ; but there
is one devil that is alwayvs at every man's elbow—
he who tempts by spiritual pride ; by him Solomon
fell.

3. Solomon did not sin through ignorance. At
least, he was old enough to have known better,
Just when the oak of his wisdom was ripest, folly,
like a parasite, grew up about it and sucked forth its
vitality. Remember the story of the custle of Edin-
burgh, which was scaled on its * inaccessible ” side.
Many a strong city, many a strong man, has fullen
by negleeting to fortify his strongest side. It was
the meek Moses who was excluded from the prom-
ised land for presumption; it was the patientJobwho
sinned by impatience; it was the brave Peter that
fell through cowardice. Self-confidence is always
dungerous ; and many a man, after preaching to
others, has himself become a castaway. Knowledge,
of itself, will not save.

4. NSolomon sinned in the midst of  luznry.
* When thou hast eaten and art full beware that
thou forget not the Lord thy God, his commund-
ments, hix judgments, and hisstatutes,” Happy are
those who have neither poverty nor riches. We
may all join in the Litany of the Prayer Book of the
Church of England and say, “ In all time of our
wealth . . . good Lord, deliver us,”

5. Solomon sinned after vepeated warnings. ** He
that being often reproved hardeneth his heart shall
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”
Warnings had come down to Solomon from the
time of Moses, others from his father David, others
from God in special dresm and vision. He himself
had repeatedly and emphatically warned others.
And yet he sinned, Let us beware,
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T, GRACEY, D,D,

Ashtoreth belonged to the Pantheon of the Pha:-
nicians., The religion of the Phaeenicians centered in
the worship of the sun as the giver of lifeand light,
and as the stern god of fire and of summer heat
who must be appeused by human sacrifice, The
sun-god had many representative forms, and by
the side of each stood the female double or reflec-
tion—the and feminine el appear-
ing in most of the mythologies of Asia, Bual, * the
Lord” had Baalath, ¢ lady,” commonly called,
however, by a distinct name, Ashtoreth, who was
also identified with the moon. Reference to this
survives in Greek literature—the Phenicians colo-
nized in Accadia. Ashtoreth appears in Greek
mythology as 16 and Europa

Mileom was Moloch or Molech, another form of
Bual. Molech is the same as Malik,the common Sem-
itic term for king. Molech was fierce und eruel, and
demanded the best and dearest the worshiper could
grant, and parents were required to sacrifice their
firstborn son, though it were the only son, The
cries of the victim were drowned with the noise of
drums and flutes. Bayce, in Ancient Empires of the
Kast, reminds us that * when Agathokles defeated
the Carthaginiuns, the noblest of the citizens offered

entered the third chapel ; those bringing a ram did
80 in the fourth chapel ; those offering a calf entered
the fifth ; those bringing an ox were admitted to
present it in the sixth chapel; but the seventh
chapel was reserved for those bringing their sons for
sacrifice. It is supposed that the seeret shrine in
Wwhich the god was concealed contained the bones of
the children sacrificed, and that these bones were
used for magic arts,

Chemosh, too, required human sacrifices as god of
war, He is depicted on coins with shield, lance, and
sword, and also two torches at hisside, According
to Jerome his symbol was a black star, A black
stone was his symbol in Arabia. At Dibon an in-
seribed black stone has been recently discovered,
Wwhich is full of the praises of Chemosh us the giver
of martial success against Israel. * Ashtar Che-
mosh " is mentioned on the Moabite stone, and thus
connects the Moabite and the Phanician worship,

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

The influence of Solomon’s wives, Solomon gave
to each wife the privilege of worshiping the god of
her own country; a privilege which made these
women mightier for the propugating of their various

in expiation three hundred of their children to Baal-
Moloch.”  He says, too, that *“ in later times a ram
(or hart) was substituted for the human offering, s
we learn from the Phaenician tariffs of sacrifices
found at Marscilles and Carthage, The priests
scourged themselves, or gashed their arms and
breasts to win the fuvor of the god, and similar
horrors were perpetrated in the name of Ashtoreth,
To her, too, boys and muidens were burned.” . , ,
“The character of Phanician religion and of the
people who held it was at once impure and cruel,
L reflected the sensualism of nature, Intoxicated
with the frenzy of nature-worship under the burning
8ky of the East the Canaanite destroyed his chil-
dreii, maimed himself, or beeame the vietim of con-
secrated lust.”

Solomon’s sin was in allowing the erection of
‘“ high places,” with his sanction to these abomina-
tions. They did not originate in his time, nor did
Tsrael have its first connection with them in his day,
but Israel had always combated them, Solomon
caused these “ high places ” to be crected to Molech
on the Mount of Olives, The image of Molech was
heated redhot, it being a brazen statue of the god,
and the child brought for sacrifice was laid on
its outstretched arms, when it fell into the fire in
the furnace beneath, amid great noise of shoutings
and instruments, The image was set within seven
chapels; those offering fine flour were only ad-
mitted to the first of these chapels ; those bringing
turtle doves and young pigeons were allowed to
enter the second chapel ; those offering a lamb

ligions than the combined power of each nation
represented.  One woman as Solomon’s wife did
more to establish her nation’s peculiar fuith than
all the men and women of her land, Esther at
Ahasuerus’s court saved all her people from the
sword, while the wives of Solomon turned awuy the
king's heart from Jehovah, and made the builder
of God's temple a worshiper of Baal and Molech
and Chemosh, A terrible apostasy, second only to
that of Judas—to use his influence against the One
who had made him what he was,.—8, ¢, Bushnell,

‘ His heart was not peyfect.” A physician says
that two characteristic symptoms of an imperfect
heart are continual weariness and low vitality,
which render the patient a prey to every passing
disease, and so reduces the power of resistance that
every evil germ finds congenial soil in which to
grow. Soitis with him whose spiritual heart-life
is imperfeet. e grows weary of good works and
drops his duties one by one, ‘“tired of going to
church and Sunday school and prayer meeting,”
And his vitality is so low that he catches every con-
tagion of doubt and disloyalty that is in the air
about him, Ilis resisting power is gone.—C. S,
Schaofield.

Solomon’s sin. A sad ruin in Athens is a beauti-
ful Corinthian pillar of the temple of Jupiter which
lies prostrate on the ground. Around it stand four-
teen of its fellows, which have stood tempest and
war and earthquake. What caused the downfall of
thisone? An insidious foe; namely, a little ant
which worked in the cement between the pedestal
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and base, and with the branching corridors of its
nest, weakened the structure so that it fell. Beauti-
ful it must have been. Now it is a sad ruin,
Solomon was a Corinthian pillar of rare beauty.
An insidious foe opened the way for the succeeding
sins and downfall which followed,

Punishment extended to Solomon’s son. An
ancient sage illustrated the consequences of sin in
this purable: A vessel sailing from Joppa carried a
passenger who, beneath his berth, cut a hole
through the ship’s side. When the men of the
watch expostulated with him, the offender calmly
replied, * What matters it to you? The hole I have
made lies under my own berth.” No man perishes
wlone in his iniquity ; no man can guess the full
consequences of his transgression,.—Spurgeon.

Many a child suffers in consequence of his
futher's and mother's sin.  And yet this law is the
strongest incentive to right-doing, for many a man

will be pure for his children’s sake, when no other
power could restrain him,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
1. Solomon’s rise, a noble example: (1) Holy op-
Endowment of

portunities: (2) Secular glory ;
wisdom ; (4) Steady endeavor ; (5) Earnest prayer;
(6) Choice of God. 11, Solomon’s fall, an awful warn-
1) Holy opportunities; (2) A divided heart;
sual lusts 3 (4) Wieked eompanionship; (
gious indifference; (6) Loss of privilege....
I. The height of privilege from which Solomon
fell : (1) He was a wise man; (2) He was the in-
heritor of the covenant; (3) He was rich, famous,
powerful ; (4) Hle was under the direct counsel and
advice of God, All these privi
In return: for this wisdom, and inherited covenunt,
and prosperity, and revelation Solomon built the
idol temples. 1L The steps of Solonion’s down-
ward course: (1) A divided heart; (2) Irreligious
companionship ; (3) Secular estimates ; (4) Laxity
in religion. 1II. The results of Solomon’s sin: (1)

wges were God-given,

God was angry ; (2) S8olomon received rebuke ; (8)
Solomon lost his privilege ; (4) Solomon’s people
were corrupted,
OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Deep are the wounds,

1'm poor, and blind, and wretched.

Ilasten, sinner, to be wise,

I lay my sins on Jesus,

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.

No. 2.
1 bring my sins to thee.
Saviour, 1 come to thee.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed.
1 bring to thee,
How can a sinner know.,

Blackboard.

BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

OLOMON'S

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, ESQ.

A CLOSING RECORD.

SOLOMON WAS | SHALL I BE
TURNED ASIDE

FROM

THE WAY OF WISDOM
INTO

THE WAY OF FOLLY
BY

HIS WIVES. | ANYTHING?

TAKE HEED! WATCH!

VIGILANCE AND VICTORY.

WATCHFULNESS

THE
ECRET
URETY ©F SUCCESS.

BE NOT BE
SOOTHED ROUSED
TO A TO
LEEP. CTION.
“ Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.”

in th



Dee. 13.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 725

Before the Class,
BY GEORGE w, I'IAFE, ESQ,

Introduction. We now come to the closing seene
in the life of Solomon—a clouded sunset after a
most brilliant suurise. Review the cluss very
briefly upon the life of Solomon as shown in the
lessons of the lust two months, dwelling especially
upon his wi.. beginning, and the abundant bless-
ings showered upon him by God. Show the growth
of the kingdom both in extent and in wealth, giv-
ing two brief word-pictures of the state of affuirs at
the time of the lesson of to-day, presenting in the
first picture the bright side of things : (a) The
extended territory of the kingdom ; (4) the great
internal prosperity ; (¢) the estended commercial
relations of the kingdom, In the second picture
present the darker side: (a) The dissatisfuet ion
of the people because of forced labor; (4) the po-
Iygamy of Solomon j (¢) the state of religion—for-
mal and external,

All of God's promises to Solomon had been kept
to the smallest detail, but the king had not been so
faithful to his part, und in this lesson we haye the
culmination of a series of broken promises and dis-
regarded covenants,

Development of the text. Present to the class the
following outline, considering the points in their
order: (a) the king's weakness; (4) the king’s
wickedness ; (¢) the king's punishment,

Solomon was old before his time. Ile had spent
his life too fust, and when he should have been in
his prime he was old and weak,

T'he king's weakness is shown : 1. In his yielding
to that which e knew to be wrong, Solomon had
abundant opportunity of knowing the right, (See
verses 9, 10.) 2. He was weuk in that he desired
to please man rather than God, (See verse1,) 3, He
wus weak in that he did wickedly tor selfish ends—
the strengthening of his political relations, We
need men to-day, strong men, who will do what
they know to be right, who will strive to please
God rather than man, and who will work unself-
ishly for the upbuilding and advancement of others,

LESSON XI. CAUTIONS AGAINST INTEMPERANCE.

GOLDEN TEXT. For the drunkard and the glutton shall
Prov, 23, 21,

Authorized Version.
Prov, 23. 15.25. | Commit to memory verses
19-21.]
[Read Prov. 23, 1-35.)

15 My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall
rejoice, even mine,

16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips

speak rigilt things,

17 Let not thine heart envy sinners ; but be thou
in the fear of the Lok all the day long.

The king's wickedness consisted either in actual
idol worship or in the sanctioning of such worship,
We should be liberal and tolerant toward others
and toward their views, but there is a point where
liberality and tolerance become sinful, Gently con-
strain the sinner, but condemn the sin, 1f Solomon
was actually led into idol worship, the lesson is
very pluin before us. At a time of weakness his
wives turned him away from the true worship,
Impress here the need of constant watehfulness that
nothing turns us away from keeping our hearts
“ perfeet with the Lord . . . God.”

Lastly, we note the king's punishment, The sure
result of broken law now came upon Solomon, A%
he hud fuiled to fulfill the conditions attached to
God's promises, he failed to receive the fulfillment
of those promises,  But even here note that Jjustice
was tempered with merey, and that the punishment
did not come in Solomon’s days, but was deferred
until the time of his son, and even then one tribe
was left for Duvid’s sake,

8o to-day punishment inevitably follows the fail-
ure to keep the statutes of the L. d, but merey in
large measure tempers the justice and severity of
the sentenee,

Speeific application. The Golden Text suggests
the specific application of the lesson: * Let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he full,”
It is only by constant vigilance that vietory can be
assured.  Watehfulness, especially when we think
we are strong, is the true secret of success, So the
life of Solomon, with its brilliant opening uand its
dark ending, should be an example to us of the need
of being constantly on the alert, watching for the
beginnings of sin, of weakness, of decay within,
which beginnings being carly discovered may be
eusily crushed, If we allow these beginnings of.sin
to grow into evil habits we may find that, in a time
of weakness, they are too strong for us, and we shall
fall as did Solomon,

References.

Freesan's [Manvsook. Ver. 5. Ashtoreth and
Mileom, 304, Ver. 7. Chemosh, 183 : Molech, 163,

s
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come to poverty.

Revised Version,
15 My son, if thine heart be wike,
My heart shall be glud, even mine :
16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice,
When thy lips speak right things,
17 Let not thine heart envy sinners:
But be thou in the fear of the Lorp all the day
long:
18 For surely there is a reward ;
And thy hope shall not be cut off,
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18 For surely there is an end ; and thine expeeta-
tion shall not be cut off.

19 Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide
thine heart in the way.

20 Be not among winebibbers; among riotous
eaters of flesh :

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come
to poverty : and drowsiness shall clothe a man with
rugs.

22 Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and
despise not thy mother when she is old.

23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom,
and instruction, and understanding.

. 24 The father of the righteous shall greatly re-
joice: and he that begetteth a wise child shull have
Joy of him,

25 Th{ father and thy mother shall be glad, and

she that bare thee shall rejoice.

HOME READINGS.
M. Cautions against intemperance. Prov. 23.
15-25,
T, ** Who hath sorrow 1" Prov, 23, 20-35.
W. Woe to the drunkard, Isa, 5. 11-14,
. God's anger against sin,  Isa, 5. 20-25.

Wine a mocker. Prov. 20, 1-11.

Avoiding evil doers. m 26,

Be separate, 2 Cor, 6, 11-15,

LESSON HYMNS.

No. 335, New Canadian Hymnal.

Homes there are of want and sorrow.

No. 339, New Canadian Hymnal.

Givethanks unto God, who is ableand will-
ing.

No. 338, New Canadian Hymnal.
£ee, the Church of Christ arises,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Road to Poverty, v. 15-21.

What is meant by * heart ™ and * reins ™

How can youths most delight their loving older
friends, especially their parents !

What does James say about the eontrol of the
tongue ?

Is it wrong to look half-longingly at the prosper-
ity of evil doers?

Of what does Solomon elsewhere tell us “ the fear
of the Lord " is the beginning ¢

What sort of & man is hie who disregards the fu-
ture?

Is it safe to do right in every case and trust God
for the sequel ¢

What is the ditference between true happiness and

| Dec. 13,

1 Hear thou, my son, and be wise,

Aud guide thine heart in the way.

20 Be not among winebibbers ;

Among gluttonous eaters of flesh :

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to
poverty :

And drowsiness shall clothe « man with rags.

22 Ilearken unto thy father that begat thee,

And despise not thy mother when she is old.

23 Buy the truth, and sell it not;

Yea, wisdom, and instruction, and understand-

ing.

24 The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice:

And he that begetteth a wise child shall have
joy of him,

25 Let thy father and thy mother be glad,

And let her that bare thee rejoice.

What are ** winebibbers ¢
Can you suggest any reason for the prevalence of
the sin of gluttony in ancient times ¢

What sin is now far more prevalent ?

What' peculiar power have intoxicating drinks
over body and mind ¢

What two forms of evil direetly destroy reputa-
tion and tend to waste?  Gorpex Texr,

What does John (in Revelation) say concerning
the drunkard ?

Has a healthy person any right to be luzy ¢

Which is the easier prey to temptation, an idle
man or a busy man ?

What wise advice does SBolomon give about wine ¢
Prov. 23. 31,
2. The Road to Glory, v, 22-25,

Is it ever justifisble to regard aged persons s
burdensome ¢

Is it ever right to hold the weakness of advanced
age in contempt !

Repeat the commandment concerning honor to
parents.

What purchase should be made and held ?

What is the price of truth ?

What father will have joy ¢

Who will share the father's joy ?

What son makes his father glad?  Prov, 10. 1.

Tlow can one become thus wise?  Prov, 4, 7-4.

Practical Teachings,
By what words does this lesson emphasize—

1. The duty of filial reverence, of content, of
cager scholurship; of fear of the Lord, of purity
and temperance ¢

2. The hope of genuine earthly delight and heav
enly reward ¢

3. The horror of the drunkard’s fate, the glut-
ton’s fate, the shiftless person’s fate?

Where are we taught-—
1. Whom we ought to fear?
2. Whom we ought to shun ¢

pleasure?

8. Whom we ought to obey ¢

Tl
itop
Solor
Wise
copie
vent
remo
Sheb
widel
differ
comp
our l¢
Whil



Dec. 13.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 727

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. Verses 15-21,

15. llow was the heart regarded by IHebrew
writers?  When do teachers rejoice ¢

17. What should we not envy that sinners have ?
How ean we be kept from coveting wrong things ?

18. For what do the rightcous look forward ?

19. Why should we be careful about the way we
choose

20. What does the habit of drinking involve ¢

21. Name the three evils that ruin character,
What other vices are we to avoid?

2. Verses 22-25.

22. What does a futher stand for?
should we hearken? Why
young people cultivate ¢
ulways be respected ¢

23. What must we pay for the blessings of tem-
perance?  IHow much is truth worth? Should we
part with it?

24, 25. How do parents sacrifice for their chil-
drent What causes the deepest sorrow to a par-
ent? Who are the happiest parents? Who the
happiest children ¢

To whom
kind of spirit should
Why should a mother

Teachings of the Lesson,
If we knew the end of sinful prosperity we would
not envy its possessor. Looking to the end will

help us to bear trial bravely, Poverty, discase,
and trouble follow the use of strong drink. Our
respect and tenderness for parents should increase
as age creeps over them,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
What great evil is in our land ¢
Is it a new thing?
Wiho told Solomon to write ahout it? The
Lord,
What two kinds of intemperance ure spoken of
here ?
When is a man a drunkard ¢
When is he a glutton
What 15 the road to drunkenness?
Whom should we not he among ?
What is the only safe way !
How may we hear God's warning  voice !
Through his word.
Who will obey it ?
Who come to poverty ?
When is poverty something to be ushamed of ¢
What is the very best thing we can do?

How to Please God.
Take very good care of your body.,
Find what God thinks, and try to do it,
Think how much greater the soul is than the

body.

LESSON OUTLINE.
Traits that will make Parents Happy.

1. A Wisk Hearr,
If thine heart be wise, v. 15, 16,
Wise son .... glad futher. Prov, 10, 1,
Open thou mine eyes, Psalm 119, 18,
I1. A Coxrexrep Minp,
Let not thine heart envy. v. 17, 18,
Fret not thyself. Psalm 87, 1-6,
1 was envious ... until, Psalm 73, 3,17,
I A TesmperaTE Lirk,
Be not among winebibbers. v. 19-21,

Walk honestly, Rom. 13, 18, 14,
Be not drunk with wine. Eph. 5. 18,
IV. Fiuiar Oseviesce,
Hearken unto thy father. v. 22,
Honor thy father, Exod. 20, 12,
Commandment with promise, Eph. 6, 1, 2,
V. A Lovk ror Trurn,
Buy the truth. v. 23-26,
Secking goodly pearls. Matt, 13, 45, 46,
The truth shall make you free, John 8, 81,82,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

The book from which our lesson comes takes its general title from the words with which in the Hebrew
it opens—* the Proverbs of Solomon,” But it professes itsclf to be composed by at least three authors,
Solomon, Agur, and Lemuel ; besides which there are two appendixes containing *“ The Words of the
Wise,” which seem to be compilations of sayings of many forgotten sages. One importunt section was
copied by Hezekiah's friends between two and three hundred years after Solomon’s day, and if' we may
venture to attach a Jewish tradition to the record of 2 Kings 18, 18, the men who gathcred and perhaps
remodeled these words of wisdom were Isaiah, the prophet; Joah son of Asaph, the chronicler; and
Shebna, the secretary. A careful comparison of these various scetions shows that they were made in
widely differing environments, and that the controlling ideals of pructical wisdom, or pious shrewdness,
differed somewhat when the different compilations were made. 8o that the Book of Proverbs is of very
composite character. From thefirst of the two appendixes which we have mentioned (Prov, 22, 17,1024, 22)
our lesson is taken. 1t has been well entitled by the Lesson Committee ** Cautions aguinst Intemperance,”
While its verses, like all the verses from the seetion from which they have been selected, are written with
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a very broad view of a holy life—of an intelligent thougl

which goes much farther than

mere abstinence from intoxicating liquors—the viees wlm-h have come to the front in modern times as the

yesult of indulgence in aleohol are directly

1 by these counsels, and it is perfectly legitimate to

use these verses s a text for most earnest reasoning and appeal against modern intemperance,

Verse 15, The sage has been giving various

maxims, some apparently addressed to a man of

talent who, beeause of his talents, had been made a
royal guest. e now turns from that and other
special eases to address his disciples especially, and
my son is to be regarded as the utterance of the
philosopher to his pupils, If thine heart be
wise, The wise man has no faith in natural wis-
dom. Ie has already taught that * foolishness is
bound up in the heartof a child.”  Folly is natural,
but by discipline wisdom can be acquired. *The
rod of correction * is of value (Prov, 13, 243 22.15;
10, 183 20, 15,17).  Just before this lesson begins
we are told not to withhold eorrection from children,
and that beating them with the rod shall become to
thun a most salutary means nf‘haclplnm These

sels to inflict isl t upon erring
clnl(lrcn are not to be tukcn as arguments of a ped-
agogue against modern views of training, and in
favor of corporal punishment at home and in school.
In Solomon's day, and centuries after, no one had
so much as dreamed of bringing up children with-
out the “rod.”  The sage is not arguing about any
system of teaching or training ; he is arguing in
fuvor of training and against its neglect ; and while
unquestionably modern times have planted many
moral hedges around the youth, which keep even
the worst of the community from committing sins
that some of the best of people e itted a century

making it easier for others to doright. You eannot
do wrong without saddening some one. That is u
noble aspiration in William Cullen Bryants hymn :

“ Amid the snares misfortune lays
Unseen, beneath the steps of all,
Blest is the love that seeks to raise,
And stay, and strengthen those who fall ;
“Till, taught by Iim, who for our sake
Bore every form of life's distress,
With every passing year we make
The sum of human sorrow less.”

But the Wise Man here teaches another lesson,
more profoundly wise than even his words—a lesson
in the art of teaching. Immeasurably better than
whips and rods is the sentiment of this verse, that
the heart of the teacher is bound up in the success
of the scholar. The best influence that can be
exerted upon the mind of a scholar is that which
comes from love,

16. My reinsshall rejoice. A strange phrase
to our notions, for if it was literally translated it
would be *“kidneys;” but in reahty it is little
stranger than our own phrases about the * breaking
of the heart.”” Bowels and kidneys were regarded
in antiquity much as we now regard the heart, as
centers of affection, sentiment, passion. When
thy lips speak right things. For *‘out of the

1 of the heart the mouth npeukuth.” s 14

and o half ago, we ourselves believe in *the rod "
as much as Solomon did ; only a superior civiliza-
tion has taken it out of the hand of the purent and
teacher, and put it in the hand of the more remote
officer of the law. Without doubt he is the wisest
parent, the wisest teacher, who can bring up chil-
dren aright without whippings or other inflictions
of physical pain. But they are no teachers at all, they
are a disgrace to futherhood and motherhood, who

negleet discipline, Discipline must to-day be as |

strict as it was a thousand years before the Christian
cra. There is no eivilization without discipline, It

1% as necessary for the making of bookbinders and |
shoemakers and lawyers and physicians as it is for |

the making of soldiers, There is an awful danger
that in getting rid of some outworn types and
methods of discipline we may get rid of the disci-
pline itsclf. My heart shall rejoice, even

mine. The last two words give rhetorical emphasis

to the statement, The happiness of others de-
pends on us; our deflection from the path of duty
brings daggers and scorpions to many loving hearts ;
no man liveth to himself. e who is most loved
has simply most hearts in his keeping. You
cannot do right without gladdening somebody and

any man offend not in word the same is a perfect
man, and able also to bridle the whole body.”

17. Let not thine heart envy sinners.
Perhaps the most insidious of all temptations,
When we see men who deserve less thun we secure
the luxuries by manifestly wrong methods (which
nevertheless seem to be justified by public opinion)
we are strongly tempted to envy them. But be
thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long.
This is the antidote to foolish and sinful envy.
Dr. W, J. Deane thus paraphrases the proverb,
¢ Show your heart’s desire not by envy of the sin-
ner's fortune, but by zeal for true religion, that
¢ fear of the Lord’ which leads to strict obedience
and earnest desire to please him.”

18, For surely there is an end. Notice the
close connection of this verse with the preceding
verse. “'The prosperity of sinners is not to he
envied, for it is transitory and deceptive, but for the
righteous, however depressed at times, there is «
happy end in prospeet.”

19. Hear thou. Iere begins the Wise Man's
special exhortation to temperance. Guide thine
heart in the waye In the way of duty. Care
| for thy heart especially, for out of it are the is-
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sues of life,
actions,”

20. Winebibbers. Those who of purpose in-
toxicate themselves. Riotous eaters of flesh,
Gluttons, Banquets in the East were often pre-
pared for on the plan of our modern picnies, each
participant bringing his own contribution of food
and drink.  Consequently there was a rivalry which
often led to excess. This verse is & prohibition of
all actions which make indulgence of appetite the
end rather than the means to help, Meat is a rare
article of diet in the East, and when it is indulged
in is often indulged in to an extreme, 8o that a meat
dinner and a riotous feast might become almost
synonymous terms,

21. The drunkard and the glutton shall |
come to poverty, As true in A, D, 1806 as in |

“Right thoughts lead to right

B. C.1000. Drowsiness shall clothe a man
with rags. Luxury tends to excess, excess to
idleness, idleness to poverty,

22. A verse that needs to be practiced upon,
rather than commented upon,

23. Buy the truth, and sell it not. No
price is too great to expend fortruth, No price is
great enough to accept forit. Also. Should be
omitted. Wisdom. Practical knowledge, Ine
struction. Moral culture and discipline, Une
derstanding. The faculty of discernment,

24. The two members of this verse tell the
same story. It is a poetic repetition,

25. She that bare thee. This matches with
verse 22, “lHe that begat thee,” and a repetition
of the perennial truth that wis
are the profoundest source of joy to their parents,

CRITICAL NOTES.

This is a temperance lesson. Though verses |
20-33 are not included, they should be read by
every scholar. The chapter was written way back
in the ages when liquor was purer and less inju- |
rious, it not less intoxicating ; when the habit of |
drinking was almost universal ; when it was re-
garded with more favor than in our day, Indeed,
it is doubtful whether total abstinence was at all
practiced in those days, except by the very few ; or
whether our author intended to condemn anything
but excessive drinking. Be that as it may, our
duty is clear. Whether Solomon or other Old
Testament characters used wine or not is of compar- |
ative unimportance to us. An age or man that
would tolerate polygamy is no standard for us on
the liquor question. Let no one waste time in dis-
cussing the two-wine theory ; it is a question which
will not be settled in a Sunday school class. Men
became intoxicated in Bible times ; for this they
were denounced. A total abstainer can never be- |
come intoxicated, will never get drank ; therefore, if
we want to be perfectly safe, let us be total abstain-
ers, Even though, with moderate drinking, we
might be strong enough to remain sober for eighty
years, let us for the suke of the vast majority ab-
stain from the accursed stuff which has caused, and |
is still causing, more misery than war, famine, and
pestilence combined.

Verse 15. My son. This wasthe usual way of
addressing a pupil.  Here, however, as in other pas- |
sages. the father might have been the teacher and |
his «on the pupil. Thine heart. lcbrew psy- |
chology differed from our own, for according to the ‘
former the heart, not the brain, was the seat of the |
intelleet or knowledge (Deut. 29, 4), of the under- |
standing (Isa. 82, 4), and of thinking in general |
(Gen. 17.17), The sentiment is : * The son who will ‘

act according to reason will not only be happy him-
self, but will render his parents happy also.”  What
heartlessness, bordering upon insanity, must pos-

sess a boy intent upon doing what he knows will
not only ruin him, but utterly destroy the peace of
those he should obey and love. What an array of
fathers and mothers this day suffer untold agonies
on account of the intemperance of the boy.

16. My reinsshall rejoice. “ Reins” isan old
word for kidneys, the most concealed organs of
the body, so surrounded with fatty substances as to
be entirely out of sight ; therefore naturally regarded
as the seat of feeling and longing (Job 19, 27), and
especially of desire and passion (Psalm 16, 7),
When thy lips speak right things. “Out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh
(Matt. 12, 34). No stream can be pure when the
source is impure (Jumes 8, 11), Therefore take
care of the heart.

17. Let not thine heart envy sinners. De-
sire not to be like those who are openly or secretly
transgressing the law of God in order to attain
wealth, reputation, promotion, luxury, or case.
Those addicted to the use of liquors scem to have
much enjoyment; but, after all, what people on
curth have or cause so much sorrow ? (See verses
9,/.) In the fear of the Lord, In theen-
Jjoyment of the religion of Jehovah, who offers one
incessant feast to all who may come. It will be
noticed that there is only one verb in this verse,
"The be thou of our version is not in the Hebrew.
For that reason the following rendering has been
proposed : *“Let not thy heart press on cagerly
after sinners, but much rather after the fear of Je-
hovah all the time.”

I8, There is a reward, * Reward” isnot a
literal rendering.  Acharith, so translated, denotes
‘“issue” or “future,” The idea, therefore, is that
there is to be an end to the prosperity of the wicked
and to the ealamities of the righteous. Some, how-
ever, have seen in this passage at least o hint at the
doctrine of rewards and punishment in a future life,
Thy hope shall not be cut off, Hope of

and good children .
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what? Of God's blessing and deliverance. The
ancient monuments of Egypt and Babylonia show
clearly that the belief in an existence beyond the
grave is a very ancient one, We have no reason
for thinking that Israel, with its advanced thought,
knew less of immortality than the inhabitants of
the surrounding countries. (See 11,17, and 14. 32.)

19. Guide thine heart. Be scnsible, con-
trol your passions and emotions. The way.
Life is often compared to a journey from one place
to another. Thus, the word * way " refers to our
manner of acting in this world (Psalm 2, 12 Isa,
55, 83 Jer, 82, 19, and Aects 9. 2 19, 9).

20, Be not among winebibbers. A wine-
hibber is one who is greatly addicted to the usc of
wine, ahard drinker. The Hebrew word means * to
swallow greedily, to gulp.,” It is also used in the
sense of being drenched or soaked (Nahum 1, 10),
Gluttonous eaters of flesh,  Or, as Stuart ren-
ders, “those who are prodigal of flesh for their
own gratification.”  Those who cat meat in large
quantities, for mere pleasure, not to strengthen
the body (Eceles, 10. 17).  Ewald and some others
give it a different turn, referring the phrase to de-
bauchees, to the voluptuous and licentious, This
is clearly wrong, for the author evidently refers to
es in eating and drinking,

21. For the drunkard. The excess
drinker, Glutton, The gormandizer, The one
who eats voraciously. Shall come to poverty.
This is a truth so evident as to require no proof nor
illustration, Drowsiness shall clothe a man
with rags. The meaning of the word rendered
,"" though oceurring only here, is clear ;

€Xi

“drowsines
it is from a verb meaning * to slumber, to be in-
active.”  What a lifelike picture of the stupid, list-
less devotees of the suloon, of' those who spend
their time, chiefly the night, in revelry and
carousal !

22. Hearken unto thy father. Aslong as
a boy or a girl will contide in father and mother,
and accept the advice of these, there is generally
little danger of fulling into sin, For even when a
parent is not good himself, he will seldom counsel
his child to do wrong. In ease a purent is so de-
graded as to tempt a child to sin, it is the solemn
duty of every such ehild manfully to disobey such
unnatural parents.  Despise not thy mother
when she is old. The mother sustains the same
relation to the child as the father, therefore is en.
titled to the same respect and obedience, Happy
is the man who is not too wise or too old to listen
to the teachings of his mother. How many might
have been saved, not only from the demon of rum,
but from all manner of sin, had they listened to
the kind wrnings and sincere entreaties of a loving
mother !

23. Buy the truth. Get possession of truth
atany price, no matter what sacrifice it may require.
Sell it not. Hold on to it under all circum-

stunces, Be true at all hazards, Have convietions;
fight and die for them, it necessary. Be not like a
disreputable politician who will sell his influence
and power to the highest bidder; or the selfish
citizen who will buy and sell votes as if they were
ordinary articles of commeree; or ike many a mod-
ern newspaper which sells space to the whisky
power, regardless of the public welfure, at so much
a line or column.  Suid Dr. Chalmers : * Give up
everything for truth, and let no bribery of any sort,
induce you to surrender it.”  When ministers,
church members, Sunday school teachers, to say
nothing of the average voter, will open their eyes,
fully realize the havoe caused by the liquor trattie
in this beloved land, and then stand like a solid
phalanx for what they know to be right, it will not
be long till King Bacchus or Gambrinus shall have
been dethroned.  May God hasten the hour when
every Christiun in this land shall believe that the
ligquor traflic * cannot be legulized without sin,”
and having believed, act in the fear of God and for
the good of his fellow=man !

25. Let thy father and thy mother be
glad. Live in such a way as to bring no mortifi-
cations to those who love you most. Make those
who have toiled, suffered, and labored for you
happy and glad that they havesuch noble children.
Whoever would do this sue ully must take the
Lord Je Christ into his counsels, for he is the
way, the life, and the truth,

Thoughts for Young People.
Six Common Errors.

1. That sinners are to be envied, Never. Sin is
always despicable, and the sinner is always piti-
able. It is true that sins that are not unthrifty
sometimes lead to an immediate harvest of secular
advantage ; they make a man rich—if you exclude
heavenly riches. They make a man powerful—
if' you forget that he has put himself where the

omnipotent God must always be against him, They
make a man fortunate—if' you stand away from
God’s point of view. But he who looks through
the eyes of angels and of godly men, even he who
I

participates in the common sense of this worl
knows that sinners are not to be envied ; that i
honesty, even on amagnificent seale, is bad poliey ;
that he who lies digs a pit under his own feet ; and
that no two human lovers were ever wedded so
closely as sin and sorrow,

2, That the poor good man isto be pitied. * There
is an end ;" there is a consummation ; a day when
all wrong shall be righted. Of good men as well
as of bad our Saviour speuks, ** Verily I say unto
you, they shall have their reward.”

3. That a man can be spontaneously good and
wise, No amount of piety will suffice without con-
stant watch-care, and personal guidance. ** What
1 say unto one I say unto all, Wateh.”” Not simiply
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outward actions either ; deportment is the least
serious part of life; an evil heart inevitably will
lead to ruin. * Be wise, and guide thine heart in
the way.”

4. That conviviality can be innocent or prosperous.
Luxury leads to the poorhouse, It is never safe
to be idle,

5. That anything but wisdom is needful, Moncy
is not absolutely needful ; reputation ean be done
without ; men have done wonderful things without
health ; men and women have even lived bravely
and dutifully and trivmphantly without love; but
nobody can live without wisdom, ¢ Buy the truth,
and sell it not.”

6. That solid comfort for ourselves or our JSriends
can be produced by anything but piety.

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Verse 16. ¢ My reins shall rejoice,” recalls the
diversity in human notions of the various organs as
the seat of intellect and emotions, The Chines
for ‘nstance, locate the intelleet in the stomach,
Among the Jews the heart was often used for the
intellect as well as the emotions, and in English
and other translations the word * heart ™ is often
used where the “mind ” would be used by modern
English writers, 0ld Englisi often us heart ™
much as the Hebrews used it, for lov , pleasure,
grief, mind, or understanding, The reins (kelayoth),
or the kidneys, were also supposed to be the seat
of the affections and desires, Henee we have the
affections rejoicing under the term “Kidneys,” or
‘“reins,” and in the next verse the * heart envy-
ing, and also in the next verse after that the
“hear * used for understanding and wisdom,

Verse 20, % Be not among winebibbers,” Drunk-
enness from the use of intoxicating liquors is
not nearly so common among oriental nations us it
is among European and American peoples, Itisa
rare thing in India, for instance, to mect an intox-
icated person. There are certain castes who in-
dulge at a given time of the year in connection with
sundry festivals of a religious character, when
nearly the whole population docs just what is de-
seribed here—indulges in riotous drunkenness,
But even these castes are in the muin total abstain-
ers the rest of the year, It is beecoming more and
more common, however, to use intoxicating liquors
throughout Bengal, because the British govern-
ment has introduced what is known as the * Out-
still” system for manufacture and enforced sale of
intoxieating liquors. The natives have hitherto
known little of the poisonous drinks known to
Europeans, the decoctions sold as brandy, gin, and
rum. The native drink of the toddy juice is in-
toxieating but not poisonous in any such sense as
are the adulterated intoxicants sold in India, and
worse in Africa, which maddens and murders the
people.  The Mohammedans are restricted by their

religion from the use of intoxicating drinks of any
kind at all times, and if' it were not that they in-
dulge in other drugs, as hasheesh, they would fur-
nish to so-called Christian nations a noble example
in temperance. The Jews knew a mixed wine
which was compounded with inebriating and dis-
gusting drugs—drugged wine, Bishop Southgate,
in his Narrative of @ Tour, ete., says: * The reason
why the Persians adulterate their wines is because
in their natural state they are too weak to produce
the desired effect,

Henee,” he says, it has been
the custom in Persi

to fortify their wines by an
infusion of wwx vomica and lime, in order to in-
crease their inebriating power, which a hurd drink-
ing Persian is apt to esteem,”

FPerse 21, % Drowsiness shall clothe a man with
rags” has immediate to the
which comes from drunkenness and riotous living,
No people have ever taken such care of their honest
poor as the Hebrews, The very laws provided for
those less fortunate than others : the corners of the
field were not to be reaped, nor all the grapes to be
gathered, nor the olive trees to be shaken a second
time, all being left for the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow, They were to share in the Sabbatie
year's erops, and no interest, much less usury, wus to
be taken of a IHebrew by a Hebrew. Nevertheless,
they recognized that through accident and calumity
and unequal chances there would alw ays be poorpeo-
ple. For those made poor by wasteful, gluttonous,
and intoxicating habits there was but seant sympa-
thy. “ Riotous caters of flesh,” violated the provi-
sions for the meats to be eaten, while flesh did not
enter into the common dict of the people in ancient
Palestine.  The whole temper and tendency of the
Mosaie ritual was to produce habits of thrift and
good order.  Hence the Jews when not robbed or
mobbed rapidly rise in wealth, They are not guilty
of **drowsiness " from any cause. The pious Jew

reference poverty

begins his religious observances early in the morn-
ing, In winter and summer he leaves his bed
soon after midnight, for it is his belief that the
midnight hour is the especiul hour of grace, 1is
religion makes him thrifty, and hence he sceumn-
lates wealth,

Verse 22, % Despise not thy mother when she
is old,” points to a reverence for nge which is fur
greater in the East than with us, The Chinese
greatly esteem age, and if you wish to compliment
them, you do so by presuming their age to he
as greal rou reasonably can take it to be, With
us the cnstom of complimenting u man of seventy
as looking only to be fifty-five would be strangely
offensive to any man of age m China. Wisdom and
weight of opinion are ascribed and aceredited to
aged persons, and they are revered necordingly.
Among the Egyptians young men arose hefore the
aged and yielded them the first place. The youth
of Sparta were renowned fora similar custom, In
Athens and other Greek States old men were
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treated with the highest regard, and the Moslems to
this day show the same appreciation of seniority as
obtained among the Hebrews! Lane tells us that
among Arubs it is seldom a youth can be permitted
to eat with men ; while other authors speak of the
Turks paying deference to degrees of age among
brothers. Job was astonished at the respeet shown
to him as he passed through the streets (Job 29, 8),
that even old men stood up as he passed by, The
Hebrews looked upon it us the reward of filial obe-
dience, according to the fifth commandment.
Nome writers refer to the permanence of the Chi-
nese empire in their own land as a reward for their
profound respect for parents, which not only con-
tinues during their life, but is extended to worship
of them after their death, Under Moses age was
required as a qualification for oftice. Ilence, even
when young men came to be admitted to office in
apostolie times, they were spoken of as ¢ elders.”

By Way of Illustration,

A wise keart, ** Keep thy heart with all diligence ;
fur out of it are the issues of life.”” When the
water in your well gets impure, you do not remedy
it by painting the pump. No, you purify the
spring which supplies the well. A sick man had
a sore on his arm which refused to heal with
plasters and salves, When a physician was called,
he said, * Plasters will not help this case; the
heart action is such that it does not purify the
blood, and the sore will never heal until the heart
action is right.”  Imperfect heart life is the source
of soul-sickness, and all the plasters and salves of
selt-righteousness will never heal it. You must
purify the fountain,.— Moody.

The Christian's heart should be like those fair
1 kes of our land, greened around with meadows,
2f translucent depth and silver sand, on whose
surfuce armies of white lilics, golden-crowned, un-
fold to the sun. All its feelings and affections
should open into life like those white lilies, and
deep amid the blossom petals should be scen the
golden erown of love.

Drunkenness brings poverty. A patient confessed
to his physician that he drank twelve glasses of
brandy aday, to which the doctor said, in surprise,
“Have you any coat at all left to your stomach?”
“T don’t know about that,” was the answer, *‘ but
1 know I haven’t a coat left to my back.”

T'o advertise a certain brand of whisky, a Scoteh
distiller propounded the following conundrum with
the offer of a prize to the one who first reported an
answer: * Why does whisky resemble a certain
bridgeacrossthe Ayr?" A poor boy who knew by
«ad experience sent in this answer, ** Because it
leads to the poorhouse, the lunatie asylum, and the
cemetery.)”

Travelers say that Absalom’s pillar is taken notice
of to this day. And it is common for passengers to

throw a stone to this heap, saying: * Cursed be the
memory of wicked Absalom, and cursed forever be
all wicked children that rise up 1n rebellion against
their parents.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The opening words of our lesson are: * My son,
if thine heart be wise.” A Wise Son, therefore, is
the theme; and we find the traits of such a char-
acter in these verses, 1. Godliness, verses 17, 18,
Every character has its ruling principle, the power
to which it gives its highest allegiance. * Be thou
in the fear of the Lord,” is the counsel of the wise
man.  Youth more than any other period needs
the restraining and guiding influence of reverence
for God. 1L Temperance, verses 19-21. If this
warning against strong drink was needad in Solo-
mon’s age—when people drank pure wine—how
much more is it needed now, when whisky runs
riot ! Let it be whispered of a young man, * Ile
drinks,” and his doom is sealed. The youth whose
father yejoices in him is a total abstainer from every
intoxicant. IIl. Obedience, verse 22, 'The family
is the unit of society, and the parents are the
united head of the family. Filial love will inspire
filial obedience, which is another trait of the wise
son, in whom his father rejoices. * What would
my mother like to have me do?” is a test which
will preserve a youth from many mistakes, IV,
Intelligence, verses 23-25, The Book of Proverbs
in no place inculcates a blind, ignorant, doglike
fidelity. It urges upon youth knowledge, thought,
intelligence. It bids the young man to * buy the
truth, and sell it not.” In this age of books and
newspapers, of publie schools and colleges, every-
one can have knowledge who wills to have it,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
1 need thee every hour.
Yield not to temptation,
Dare to do right,
Rescue the perishing,
Gushing so bright,

No. 2.
T want to be a worker,
Go forward, Christian soldier,
Rally for the eause of temperance,
Help the erring.
Ready to follow God’s command.

Before the Class,
Introduction. This lesson needs but few words
in the way of introduction, as itis taken from Prov-
erbs, from which book a number of lessons within
the last few months have been chosen. It might
be well to bring before the class, through a few re-
view questions, the plan, purpose, and authorship
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of the book, and the nature of the proverbs which |
it contains, The words of our lesson are spoken
out of a loving heart, and a full knowledge of the |
evils ned against. The evilsspoken of still exist
to-day in great strength, for human nature is the
same the world over, and the results warned against
then, are just the results which will come to-day to |
those who refuse to heed the wise words,

Development of the text. Pluce upon the black-
board the following outline: (a) The Voice of Re-
Joicing ; (4) The Voice of Assurance ; (¢) The Voice
of Warning; (/) The Voice of Exhortation.

In the first two verses of the text we find the con-
ditions which bring rejoicing to the hearts of
parents and friends of the young people. In the
fifteenth verse we see that rejoicing is conditioned
upon the wise purposes of the children, and in the
sixteenth verse it is conditioned upon wise speak-
ing. The Voice of Rejoicing would be far oftener
heard to-day if the young men and women would
see Lo it that their purposes and words were wise
Right inner life, right outer actions: these
two cause the voice of rejoicing to be heard in the
homes and throughout the land.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth verses we hear
the Voice of Assurance, assuring us of an end of all
those things upon which our eyes look, and then
cometh the ird.  In view of the sure reward
which is before those who do **not , , . envy sin-
ners” but who are ““in the fear of the Lord all the
day long,” and with the assuring words, * Thine
expeetation shall not be cut off,” ringing in our
ears, let us heed the injunetion,  Be wise, and
guide thine heart in the i

In verses twenty to twenty-two we hear the Joice
of Warning, warning us against intemperance in
cating and drinking, and plainly setting before our
eyes the sure result of such intemperance,

In verses twenty-three to twenty-five we have
the "oice of Exhortation. The precious gem which
we are exhorted to buy is the truth, the truth
which shall make us free, It is not truth in the ab-
stract that we are to seck, but wisdom or practical
truth, instruction or moral discipline, and under-
standing or the power of discernment.  Those who
gain these precious things bring rejoicing to the
futher'’s heart, and joy to the heart of the mother,

Speeific application, Use the thought of the
Golden Text for the specifie application, Intemper-
ance in eating and drinking brings us to poverty in

ones

temporal, mental, andspiritual things. Such in-
temperance ends in a diseased body, a dwarfed
mind, and a destroyed soul,  Impress the thought
that these ends are bound upin a life of intemper,
ance, and to one who pursues such a 'ife these results
will inevitably come. The only way to avoid the
results is to avoid that which causes the results—
intemperance. The safe roud is that of total ab-
“Be wise and guide thine heurt in the
[this] way.”

stinence,

Blackboard.
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WISE WORDS.
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EATING AND DRINKING
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RAL

POVERTY IN T MENTAL

SPIRITUAL

THINGS,

SURELY THERE IS AN END!

BODY ISEASED.
A MIND WARFED.
SPIRIT ESTROYED.

LOOK WELL TO THE END.

‘‘Be wise . . . guide thine heart in the way."

-

B. C. 1.] LESSON XII.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST,

[Dec. 20,

GOLDEN TEXT. And the angelsaid unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring

you good tidings of great joy, which
Anthorized Version.
Matt, 2. 1-12,

[ Commit to memory verses
10, 11

1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-hem of
Ju-de'w in the days of Her'od the king, behold,

shall be to all people. Luke 2. 10,
Revised Version,
1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-hem of
Ju-da'a in the days of Her’od the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Je-ru'sa-lem,
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there came wise men from the east to Je-ru'-
sa-lem,

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jews t for we have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him,

3 When Her'od the kin,
he was troubled, and all

4 And when he had gathered all the chief
priests and seribes of the people together, he de-
manded of them where Christ should be born,

had heard these things,
s-ru'sa-lem with him,

5 And they said unto him, In Beth'le-hem of
Ju-de'n: for thus it is written by the prophet,

6 And thou Beth'le-hem, in the land of Ju'dah,
art not the least among the prinees of' Ju'dah: for
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule
my people Is'ra-cl,

7 Then Her'od, when he had privily called the
wise men, inquired of them diligently what time
the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Beth'le-hem, and said,
Go and search diligently for the young child ; and
when ye have found Aim, bring me word again,
that I may come and worship him also.

9 When they had heard the king, they de-
parted ; and lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood over
where the young child was,

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Ma'ry his mother,
and fell down, and worshiped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh,

12 And being warned of God in a dream that
they should not return to ler‘od, they depurted
into their own country another way.

2 saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jews ! for we saw his star in the east, and are
3 come to worship him. And when Her'od the
Iring heard it, he wus troubled, and all Je-ru'-
sa-lem with him. And gathering together all
the chief priests and seribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ should be
5 born, And they said unto him, In Beth'le-
hem of Ju-du for thus it is written by the
prophet,
And thou Bethi Te-hem, land of Ju'dub,
Art in no wise least among the princes of Ju'-
dah:
For out of thee shall come forth a governor,
Which shall be shepherd of my people Is'ru-cl.
Then Her'od privily ealled the wise men, and
leurned of them carefully what time the star
appearcd,  And he sent them to Beth'le-hem,
and suid, Go and search out carcfully concern-
ing the young child ; and when ye have found
Lim, bring me word, that I also may come and
worship him. And they, having heard the
king, went their way ; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child
10 was. And when they saw the star, they re-
11 joiced with exceeding great joy. And they
came into the house and saw the young child
with Ma'ry his mother; and they fell down
and worshiped him ; and opening their treasures
they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankin-
2 cense and myrrh,  And being warned of
God in a dream that they should not return to
Her’od, they departed into their own country
another way,

-

-1
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TIME.—B. C. 4. PLACE.—Jcrusalem;
Bethlchem, ENVIRONMENTS.—O0ld King
Herod sat on the Jewish throne, Brainy, mag-
nificent, tyrannieal, perfidious, morbidly suspi-
cious, his was a reign of gold and iron. By the
date of Herod's death, which is definitely known,
it has been ascertained that the birth of Jesus oc-
curred at least as early as B, C. 4. The wise men
seem to huve come from the East several months
(perhaps a year) after the birth of Jesus,

HOME READINGS.

M. The Birth of Christ Matt, 2, 1-12,
Tu. The sojourn in Egypt. Matt. 2. 13
W. The angel choir, Luke 2. 8
Th. Simeon’s prophecy. Luke &
% Filled with wisdom. Luke
5. Sent tosave. 1 John 4, 7-14,

S, The incarnate God, John 1, 1-14.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 301, New Canadian Hymnal.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild ;
God and sinners reconci ed.”

No. 304, New Canadian Hymnal.
Joy to the world ! the Lord is come ;
t earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heavenand nature sing.
No. 209, New Canadian Hymnal.
An&eln, from the realms of glory,
‘Wing your flight o'er all the earth ;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS,
| 1. The King Sought, v, 1-8,

What is the story of the wise men as told in
legend ?

What was the course which they had taken ?

Ilow long would a journey from Persia to Judea
take !

For what had the East for centuries been
famous ¢ (1 Kings 4. 30.)

If these men were led by a star, why did they,
uncertainly, go to Jerusalem¢

Where was Jesus born ¢

Who was now ruler of Judea ?

What question did they ask

chi
1

age
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To what public official announcement did this
question lead ?

Whose prophecy was thus quoted ? |

How many distinet announcements were thus |
made that Jesus had been born ¢

What classes of the world's society were thus in-
formed that the King he

Who were alarmed by the coming and question
of the wise men ¢

What message would have quieted their fears?
(Gorpex Texr.)

What are the supcrnutural eclements in this |
story ¢

Where did the magi find the King they sought ¢

Whiat command did IHerod give the wise men ¢

rome ¢

2. The King Found, v. 9-12,

How were the seekers guided to the King ¢

How did the sight of the star atteet then ¢

Were they disappointed in  finding only a
child ?

Do the circumstances afford any hint u< to his
age !

What was the supreme act of these men's lives !

Was the child ever worshiped again in his life ¢

OF what was this first worship typical ¢

What gifts did the wise men present to him ¢

What prophecy was thus fultilled ¢

What warning did the men reecive !

Where did they then go?

How was the star itself an illustration of Clhirist’s |
work for men ¢

Phat Vil Jesus eall himself when, years after-

ward, he taught in the temple ¢

How is Christ the Light f the world 2

What ix the true title of this King?
19. 16,)

Wit other title does Paul give him? (1 Tim.
117,

(Rev,

Practical Teachings.

1. These wise men sought the King where they
supposed the King would be, in Jerusalem, e
was not there,  We often think we sec God when |
we go where carthly wisdom prompts, and fail to |
find him? |

2. These wise men gave the best they had to |
give—-gold, frankincense, myrrh, And we give—
what ?

3. These Eastern heathen, we should say, told
the Chureh that the King was born. The Church |
gave answer where he should be the |
heathen sought him, the Chureh forgot him.
Whom are we imitating to-day—the Church or the ‘
wise men ¢

horn g

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That we should seek Jesus?
2. That we should worship Jesus ¢
. That we should offer our best gifts to
Jesuy ¢

| the

| guide all carnest seckers ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verses 1.8,

1. What IHerod is mentioned here? Who were
wise men! From what country did they
come?  What did their secking Christ show ¢

2. How did they find Jerusalem? Will God
Why did they seek Je-
sus? How would people regard such a jourmey ¢

3, Why was Herod troubled 7

4. Whom did he eall together 2

5. What prophet had spoken of Bethlehem ?

. How does Christ rule ?

7. What should we learn from Herod's cun-
ning?

8 What did he try to make the people he-
lieve ?

2. Verses 9-12,

Y. Why may the wise men have lost the star?

10. At what did they rejoic

11. Where did they find Jesus?
Kinds of worship did they offer ?

12, How could they avoid Herod ?

What three

Teachings of the Lesson.

Our need of forgiveness and help in trouble is as
astar to lead us to Christ.  The highest wisdom is
in seeking Christ, Al honest scckers will
guided.  Wicked men are troubled by that which
brings hope to the world. The presence of Jesis
glorifies the lowliest heart or home,
should be a part of our worship,

he
Giving

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Wiho came to Jerusalem long ago ?
For whom were they looking ?
What had they scen in the east?
Who had sent them to look for Jesus?
great God.
Who was king at this time?
Why was he troubled t
What did he ask the priests to do?
What did they say ?
Where did they go to find out ¢
What did Herod tell the wise men to do?
What did he mean in his heart ?
How did the wise men find the place in Bethle-
hem ¢
What gifts did they offer to the young child ¢
Why did they offer gifts to him ¢ Because he
was a king.
Why did they not go back and tell Herod ¢
What gifts may we offer to our King?

The

Good News for You.
Jesus came to be our King,
He was a child so that he might help children.
He will help and bless the child who trusts him
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LESSON OUTLINE.
The Spirit That Finds Christ,
I. Tue OnserviNG Seirir. IV, Tue Resorcine Spirir,
We have seen his star, v. 2, Saw the star, they rejoiced. v, 10,
Gentiles....to'thy light, Isa. 60, 3. Gladly received the word,  Act
Having seen them afur off. 1Ileb, 11, 18, Be glad in the Lord. Psalm
II. Tuk SgegiNG Seirir, V. Tue Worsuipine Seirir,
Where is he ... born king? v. 1, 2. Fell down and worshiped. v. 11,
Seek ye the Lord, 1s Angels of God worship him, Heb, 1, 6,

We would see Jesus,  John 12, 21, Every knee should bow. Phil. 2,
IL. Tue PerseveriNg Spirim,
In the east,.. are come.
They departed. .. .went. 5
Search....all your heart, Jer, 20, 13,

VI. Tue GiviNe Spirir,
Presented unto him gifts. v. 11,
Kings....shall offer gifts, Psalm 72, 10,
A living sacrifice.  Rom, 12, 1,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

All human history is sacred history, for it is the history of redemption, Greece and Rome were as im-
portant to the plan of sulvation as was Judea. Through forty centuries God was preparing the world to
receive its Saviour; and for twenty centuries he was training a people to give the news ot salvation to
men.  For this purpose the family of Abralhawm was chosen and set apart ; for this purpose they received
the oracles of God and the instructions of the ritual service and the messages of the prophe for this
purpose, when trained, they were seattered abroad among the nations, that they might prepare the world
for the Redeemer’s coming, At last, when the nations were ready, and peace reigned throughout the
lands, and all the peoples were under one rule; when among the Jews a part of the race had been trained
up to fitness for the reception and promulgation of the Gospel—then the long-promised, long-expected
Messiah came.  Men looked for a king: they saw a babe in a manger, and surrounded by plain people,
Shepherds on the mountainside heard the angels’ song and hastened to the stuble to offer their homage
wise men from the East, led by a star, brought their gifts to Bethlehem j a young mother bent over her

babe and rejoiced in the assurance that he was the consolution of Isracl. But the seribes who conned
the prophetie seroll and knew well the place of lis coming cared not to seck himj and the king who dis-

graced the throne of Judea sought him only to slay.

Verse 1. Now when. This may have been
when Jesus was a few weeks or a few months old.

The star probably appeared some months in ad- |

vance of his birth, giving time for the preparation
and journey of the wise men, Jesus was born.
“ Jesus ” is a Hebrew word, modified from the word
Joshua, meaning *help, deliverance, and salva-
tion.”  Mary, his mother, and Joseph, her hus-
band, were both descendants of David, They lived

at Nuzarcth, but Jesus was born at Bethlehem, to |

which place they had gone for registration under
the Roman law., Bethlehem of Judea. So

called to distinguish it from another Bethlehem in |

northern Palestine, It is situated six miles south of
Jerusalem, on the road to Ieb.on, It was the home
of Boaz and Ruth and the birthplace of David, at
present a town: of four thousand inhabitants, mostly

Greek Christians, The traditional birthplace of |

Jesus is shown in a cave. Herod the king.
Three Herods are referred toin the New Testament,
and each in connection with a martyrdom: this,
Herod the Great, the slayer of the innocent chil-
dren of Bethleheni ; his son, the slayer of John the
Baptist ; and his grandson, the slayer of the apostle
Jumes, lerod the Great was the son of Antipater,

an Edomite. He was made king of all Palestine by

| the Romans, and reigned thirty-cight years, He

was the ablest inan of his time, but was unscrupulous
and cruel, the murderer of even his own wives and
children, und a tyrant over his people. The events

of this chapter took place in the last year of his

life, There came wise men. ** Mugi.” These
were a learned class among the Persiuns, much

| given toastrology and other kindred studies. They

worshiped one God, of whom the sun and fire were
the representatives ; and they doubtless received

| some token of the Saviour's coming. (1) God has

many sincere seckers outside of his visible Church.
From the east. The word ** cast” is here differ-
ent in the original from that in verse 2. Here it
should be translated *“the far east;” there, * the
east” simply. To Jerusalem. They came to
the capital, as the piace in which the king might be
found, It was a journey of at least twelve hundred
miles, (2) Those who would find Christ must be
willing to face difficulties, (3) How much easier it
is for us to go to Christ than it was for the wise
men !

2. Where is he. They expected that all of the
Jews would know of the king whom they had come
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50 far to seek, for they were his own people,
(4) ** Ofttimes those who are nearest in place are
Jurthest in affection.”—M. Henry. Born king of
the Jews. They looked for one who, of Jewish
race, should become the ruler of ull the nations, The
secular historians of that time say that there was an
expectation over all Asia that one coming from
Judea should rule the world, This probably arose
from the Jews, who were dispersed everywhere,
and who eherishiéd the hope of Messiali's coming to
deliver their nation. Iis star in the east.
There are two theories concerning this star. One

is that it was a luminous, starlike body, of mirae- |

ulous origin, seen, perhaps, by the magi alone; the
other (first suggested by the
that it was a conjunction of three planets, Jupiter,
Saturn, and Mars, which took place about that time
and formed an appearance as of one hieavenly body,
This would receive special notice from a people who

astronomer Kepler), |

were students of the heavens, and were wont to in- |

terpret their appearances as prophetic,  'To wore
ship him. To do him homage s a prinee, and
perhaps to adore him as God. There is no warrant
for the eurrent tradition that these magi were
kings, named Gaspar, Melekior, and Balthuz y and
that they came from Europe, Asia, and Africa, The
tradition is wrought into a fascinating story in the
book Ben-Hur,

3. Herod thekinghad heard. Eitherthemagi
cume direetly to him or the report of their inquiries
reached his car.  He was troubled. 1le was un
old tyrant, hated by his people, tormented by a re-
morseful conscience, und in dread of approaching
death. Asa foreigner und usurper, too, he naturally
feared one who was born king. Al Jerusalem
with him. The court and the capitul alike
dreaded the disturbanee of a revolution and feared
the justice of a heavenly king even more than
Herod’s cruelties. (5) Kings have greater troubles
than cottagers. (6) 17 men kuew that Christ was
coming now would they not be troubled ? (T) Christ
will come at some time, and may come at any time ;
let us make friendship with him !

4. Gathered all the chief priests and
seribes.  The great council of the Jews, contain-
ing the heads of the twenty-four priestly courses
and the leading teachers of the law, Demanded
of them. His olject was to ascertain where the
one born king was to be looked for, that he might
destroy him.  Where Christ should be born,
The propheey of *“the Christ,” or the Messiah,
was the great thought of the Old Testament, and
was the confident expectation of all the Jews, That
he was coming none doubted, and that he was near
at hand many believed,

5. And they said. Without hesitation, as it
was well understood by the interpreters of prophecy,
But notice how different was their spirit from that
of the magi. They had knowledge, but at heart
were indifferent, while the magi were earnest seek-

three

ers after the truth, (S) One man may perish with
the Bible, and another may find God without it
In Bethlehem. The prophecy is found in Micu!s
5. 2. Written by the prophet. Thec prediction
is not quoted preciscly, but as was usial among the
Jews, when citing well-known Scripture, with such
A variation as would present more cleurly the
speaker’s purpose in the quotation.

+ Bethleheminthe land of Judah, “In" s
not a part of the original, which is * Bet hlehem,
land of Judah,” as we say, * Toronto, Ont.”
Princes of Juda. In Mical 5. 2, * thousunds of
Judah,” The *“thousands* were the divisions of the
tribe, corresponding to our townships, and cuch
had its prince or ruler, A Governor.
Christ, the Ruler of the world, Rule my peop
RevisedsVersion, * Sheplierd of my people Israe
people.
so that his purpose
What time. e
wished to know us nearly as possible the age of the
childshe purposed to slay he young child.
Perhaps he was unwilling to give him his royal
title, That I may come and worship hi
To his erimes he adds hypocrisy,

Jesus

one who feeds as well us governs his
Ty 8. Privily, Sceret]
might not hecome known,

He would kiss,
like Judas, that lie might betr 9) Zhere ix uo
villainy so great but that it will mask itse U under
show of picty.

9, 10. They departed. Taking their jour-
ney in the night, perhaps beeause eooler than in
daytime, perhaps becuuse they could not wait for
the morning. (10) Z%e king's business vequiveth haste,
Lo, the star. 1t had disappearcd after starting
them on their .innrnu.\'. but now it appes
more. Went before the Sceming to travel
through the They rejoiceds low
different their enthusiasm from the cold scholarship
of the Jewish rabbis, who knew but cared not 1o
seck the birthplace of their king !

11. Into the house. The temporary shelter
of the stable had been exchanged for a more permia-
nent home. Mary his mother. She was o
maiden of reth, of lowly station, though a de-
seendant of King Duvid,  Presented unto him
giftss The orientals always bring gifts when they
visit kings or great personages. Some have found
symbolical meanings in these gifts: *as 1o a king,

1 once

heavens,

the gold ; as to one who was to die, the myrrh; as
to a God, the frankincense.” —Origen. Frankine
cense. A fragrant gum, used i ifices,
Myrrh. A gum obtained by eutting a thorny tree
in Arabia: used for incense, us an anodyne (Mark
15. 28), and in embalming the dead (John 19, 39).
2. Warned of God in a dream. Wien
men were without the light of Seripture, God gave
to some on important oceasions the guidance of a
supernatural dream or vision. Into their own
country. Probubly Persia, beyond the Persian
Gulf. Another way, Perhaps they went di-
rectly to the Jordan, leaving Jerusalem to the north,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Jesus. ‘‘Jesus” means Saviour, and
“ Christ” is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew
¢ Messiah.” Bethlehem, That is, *house of
bread,” doubtless from the fertility of the region. It
is six miles south of Jerusalem. Of Judea is added
to distinguish it from another Bethlehem in Zebu-
lun, some six miles west of Nazareth (Josh, 19, 15).
In the days of Herod. This was IHerod the
Great, son of Antipater, who through the influence
of Mark Antony had been appointed king by the
senate about 41 B, C. Being a very successful
ruler, more and more territory was given to him,
till in 81 B. C. he ruled over a large portion of the
countries around Judea, He died within a few
weeks after the birth of our Lord. Five other
Herods are mentioned in the New Testament;
three of them his sons: IHerod Antipas, who mur-
dered John the Baptist (Matt, 14. 1-11); Herod
Philip I (Mark 6. 17), who had but little to do with
public hife 5 Herod Philip I1., also a tetrarch (Luke
3, 10, Herod Agrippa [ (Acts 12,1, /) was a grand-
son of Herod the Great, and Herod Agrippa Il
(Acts 25, 13) was a son of the former, thus a great
grandson of Herod the Great, Anyone interested
in the gencalogy of the Herodian family should con-
sult any Bible dictionary or eyclopedin, Wise
men. Literally, magi, These were scientific men,
who devoted their time to the study of astronomy
or astrology, medicine, ete.  Though generally be-
lieved to belong to the priestly class of Persia, fol-
lowers of Zoroaster, yct nothing is definitely
known of them. Tradition gives not only their
number, but also their names, It is needless to
say that this is only trudition. The east, Somc-
where east of Judea; Persia, Babylonia, Parthiu,
Arabia, and even Egypt have been mentioned as
the starting place of the mugi. Itis all guesswork,

no one knows whence they came nor whither they
| governor, but much more, a shepherd, one who

went on their return.

2. Where is he? We know from Josephus |

and several Roman authors that the Eastern nations
were at this very time looking for a great deliverer
who was to appear in Palestine, The Jews
scattered throughout the nations would communi-
cute their Messinnic hopes based on the prophecies
(Num. 24, 175 Dan. 11, 24), Hisstar. Volumes
have been written on this subject, but no light
hus been given which authorizes anyone to
speak  dogmatically, Whether it was a natural
star, a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, or a su-
pernatural appearance, let those who know answer,
Suffice it to say that the wise men, following the
light they had, found the Christ, and were well re-
paid for their journey.

3. He was troubled. He was afraid of being
dethroned, or that the kingdom should pass from
his family. So great a tyrant had he been that it
was quite natural for him to feel disturbed, More-

|

over, he was nota Jew, but an Idumean (Edomite),
and he well knew the national Jewish sentiment,
And all Jerusalem. The people knew well
that no change of dynasties could take place without
much bloodshed.

4. Gathering all the chief priests and
scribes. Though many think thut this was a formal
gathering of the Sunbedrin, it is more probable
that he summoned together a number of priests and
those learned in the law. The words *“ high priest "
refer to the high priest proper and those who had
filled the office, but were now deposed, and perhaps
to the heads of the twenty-four courses (1 Chron,
24. 6.) The seribes were those learned in the rab-
binical law, the luy theological teachers who busied
themselves in  studying and copying the Old
Testament. Luke calls them lawyers or doctors of
thelaw. Where the Christ should be born.
His object was to get at the newborn king and kill
him,

5. Thus it is written by the prophet,
What follows in the next verse is not a literal quo-
tation, either from the Hebrew or Greek, but a free
paraphrase, from memory, of Micah 5. 2. Even
the enemies of Christ, those who put him to death,
acknowledged the prophecy us referring to this
babe of Bethlchem,

6. Least among the princes of Judah.
The Hebrew (Micah 5. 2) reads : ** Which art little
to be among the thousands of Judah.” The tribes
were subdivided into thousands (Judg. 6.15); eack
thousand had a ruler or prinee over it (Exod, 18,
213 Num. 1.16). The word * prince ” could shus
have been cusily substituted for ** thousands § ” be-
sides, there is a remarkable resemblance between the
two words in Hebrew, Shepherd of my people.
This phrase might have been taken from 2 Sam, 5.
2, which see. The Messiah was to be not only a

would provide and care for his subjects, ** Rule
in the Authorized Version is quite misleading.

7. Then Herod privily called the wise
men. Wicked men do mueh in a seerct way.
They are continually planning and scheming, not
for the public good, but for their own selfish in-
terests,  Learned of them carefully. [e as-
certained the exact particulars, The object of
Herod must be judged from verse 16, To make
sure of this new king lie was willing to murder
every other innocent babe under & eertain age.
What will an ambitious man, thirsting for power
or office, not do?

8. He seat them to Bethlehem. Il¢
wanted these who had been divinely led so far to
assist him in finding the Messiah, so that he might
thwart the plans of God. Bad men often make
use of the simple and pious to further their wicked
plans, May come and worship him.
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This is not the first lie nor the lust told in the
name of religion under the cloak of hy poerisy.

9. Lo, the star. They were probably ealled
to Herod atter nightfall, so as to arouse as little
suspicion us possible, On being dismissed they
once miore notice the star, Though not explicitly
stuted, it is reasonable to infer that they had, for
the time, lost sight of the light whieh had guided
their way. This fact also favors the conclusion
that the star was & miraculous light made for the
oceasion.  Had they followed the star they might
have found the Christ without inquiring at the
royal puluce of Herod, It is never safe to forsuke
the light of God, no matter how plausible an ex-
cuse one may have for so doing. Went before
them, That is, the star which had brought them
westward, now changes its course and points them
to the south. 'Till it came and stood over
where the young child was., Such language
could not have been employed of an ordinary star,
“The going and standing of the star is miracu-
lous; henee also the manner in which the partic-
ular house i indicated is left undetermined,” —
Meyer,

10. They rejoiced with exceeding great
Joy. And well they might, for their conversation
with Herod, the high priest, and the seribes gave
them no satisfuction whatever,

11. They came into the house. Though
our Suviour was born in a stable it is not necessary
to think that he remained therein more than ashort
time, until Mary could be removed with safety
to the house of some kind fricnd or relative of
herselt or husband. 1t is impossible to say how
loug Joseph and Mury remained in Bethlehem or
Low long after the birth of our Lord the wise men
miude their visit, - Forty days after Mary had been
delivered we find her, in obedience to the law re-
garding purification (Lev, 12, 1-8), in the temple
at Jerusalem (Luke 2. 2, 89, We have no evi-
dencee that she returned to Bethlehem, Indeed, it
is u remarkable fact that there is no record that
our Suviour ever returned to the town in which
he was born, - We may therefore conelude that the
magi visited our Saviour within seven weeks of

his birth. Saw the young child with Mary
his mother. It is singular enough that Joseph
is not mentioned.  One commentator naively re-
marks that he might have been away from home
when the wise men arrived, They fell down
and worshiped him. Thisdoes not neeessarily
mean that they paid divine adoration to the infant
child or that they regarded him as superhuman,
The word ** worship " is constantly employed in the
Bible in the sense of obeisance paid by an inferior
to u superior, (Sce 1 Sam, 23, 41; 28, 14;
2 8um. 18, 21, andl very often.) It would be there-
fore evidently wrong to say that the magi recog
nized the divinity of our Lord, Opening their
treasures, Or rather the cases or boxes in

which the treasures were carried, [t was in per-
feet aecord with Eastern customs that they should
bring gifts to the Young King (Gen. 43, 13
1 Sam. 10, 27; 1 Kings 10, 2 compare also
Psalm 68, 19, and 72, 10), Frankincense, A
resinous substance very fragrant, prepared from
balsum plants, Myrrhe This was obtained from
a thorny tree or shrub resembling the acacia,
Both frankincense and myrrh are often mentioned
in the Bible along with other articles used in the
altar offerings.  Myrrh was also used medicinally,
Though the futhers have grown eloquent on this
passage, it is doubtful whether we are Justified in
finding in it any symbolical reference.  Lange re-
ferring to this suys : * Thus the myrrh, as precious
ointment, may indieate the prophet and the balm
of Isracl; the incense, the office of the high
priest; the gold, the splendor of royalty, In ex-
patiating, however, on supposed symbolical mean-
ings great care is required to avoid mere trifling.”
The three articles brought and offered by the
mugi were such staples in the eommerce of all na-
tions of antiquity that there is no reason whatever
to eonclude that they came from Egzypt where gold
myrrh, and frankineense were found,

12, Warned of God, * Of God " ix wanting
in the lest texts. Amother way. I they
crossed the Jordan at or near Jericho, they could
have avoided the usual road and thus reach the

o

Jordan without passing through Jerusalem; for
there at least were two other roads over which they
might have gone,

Thoughts for Young People,

The Faith of the Wise Men.

Lo It was faith, Notumong Jews, taught by the
Seriptures and the serviees; but among Gentiles,
people outside of the Chureh of that time; among
men of seience, who in the reverent study of nature
found God (verse 1),

2. It was faith which led to action, The seribes
believed the Seriptures, but did not seck the Say-
iour, of whom the Seriptures taught. These men
believed, and journeyed a thousand miles tofind the
object of their faith, To what action has your faith
inspired you?

o Jtwas afaith which vvercame all obstacles, The
length of the journey, the jculuus;‘ of the king, the
indifference of the priesthood, the selfisliness of the
people.  Does your faith move such mountains? It
was a faith which aceepted humbly and gratefully
the plan of God. They sought a prince, and
faund w baby surrounded by poor people; yet
their faith did not waver !

4. It wasa faith which offered not only formal
honor, but also practical gifts,to Christ. They
wave their best to Jesus, What do we offer to
him?
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The rabbinical writers among the Jews recog-
nize as truly Messianic the prophetic features of
many passages, which Christians say apply to the
Messiah by anticipation, The Targum ot Jona-
than ben-Uzziel, for instance, interprets Isaiuh
52, 13 as properly descriptive of the Messiah, It
reads: * Behold my servant the Messiah  shall
prosper; He shall rise, and shall increase, and
shall be exceeding powerful: inasmuch us the
house of Israel have expeeted him many days,
during which their look and their splendor were
eclipsed among the nations above those of other
men, so shall Ie disperse many nations, Kings
beciuse of Him shall be dumb; they shall luy
their hands on their mouths, for what had not
been related to them they shall behold, and what
had not been heard of them they shall contemplate,
Who hath eredited this our news, and on whom is
the mighty arm of the power of Jehovah now dis-
played ¢ Then follows what might be called a
puraphrase of the chapter in which occurs, “Ile is
delivered up through our iniquities, but by Ilis
Doctrine [not by his death, as we would suay]

peace will inerease among us; and as soon as we |
| brew *“expectation” of a Messiah, which these
|

shall attend to Iis words our sins shall be forgiven
So much for the Chaldee puraphrase just be-
fore the birth of Christ.  Thus, too, Solomon ben-
Jarki, who lived in the twelfth century, st
5:* And King Messinh was among the
generation of the wicked, and e applied His heart
to find out merey for them when they sin, as it is
written, ‘and by Ilis stripes we are healed; and
He bore the sin of many, and mude intercession
for the transgressors,”

Thus onee more Bereshith Rabba, on Genesis 1.1,
in the Midrash : ** Messiah endured all tribulation
voluntarily, as it is written, Ile was oppressed, and
He was afflicted.”

These are remarkable words on the office of the
Messiah to have been written by learncd Jews,
widely separated from ecach other in place and
time. These all represent the persistence and per-
manence of the great * expectation” which the
mugi in our lesson exhibited when they came
seeking Messiah whose star they had seen in the
east,

This ¢ expectation ™ has never died out among
the Hebrew people, and they have been repeatedly
led by it to follow all sorts of fulse Christs, Only a
few of them have been led to sce in Jesus of
Nazareth the Messiah of their ancient prophets
and of their symbolic history

A writer in Danskeren, a periodical published at
Copenhagen, Denmark, gives anaccount of twenty-
five so-claimed Messiahs who have arisen mostly
among the Jews, who will not, as the magi did,
see the Messinh in the Babe of Bethlehem: Simeon,
surnamed Bar-Cochba, *Son of a Star,” claimed

(in A, D, 130) to fulfill the propheey of Bulaam,
Ille took Jerusulem A, D. 132, Another fulse
Messiah (Moses Cretensus, A, D. 434) cluimed to
be a seeond Moses, sent to deliver the Jews of the
islund of Crete.  Another, Dunaan, eulled himself
ason of Moses, in the reign of Justinian, and was
put to death hy an Ethiopian generul, In the
twelfth century large numbirs of Jews followed
respectively so-called Messiahs in Persia, in Spain,
and in France ; also one in Arabia, who elaimed to
work miracles ; also among the Jews beyond the
Euphrates, who cluimed to have been cured of
leprosy in one night ; also a cubalist numed David
Almasser arose in Moravi In the sixteenth cen-
tury fulse Messiuhs were many, among them a
German rabbi, who promised to lead the Jews to
the Holy Land. Thus also did David Reubeni in
the reign of Charles V. The most successtul of all
these impostors was Sabbathai Zebi, who led what
were claimed to be the ten lost tribes from Arabia.
He claimed to be * King of the Kings of the
Earth.”  The Turkish government scized him and
put him to death, The lust important * Mes-
sinh ™ (2) was Jukuthiel, * King of Israel,” who
obtained a following in Berlin in 1872, All these
wre illustrations of the permunency of the old Ie-

magi so foreibly expressed in their journcy to find
Jesus,

The expeetation of men of a great Deliverer
from the present evil state of the world widely
found over the earth is very ancient, The Rev. J.
A, Davis, writing in the Christian Intelligencer,
summarizes some of these thus: * Of course many
profess to believe that no Redeemer has or will
come, and that none is needed. But that does
not seem to have been the case with those who
t nor yet modern religions,  Virgil
tells of some great expectation,  The ancient magi
looked for a mighty One whose coming would be
heralded by a star, Parsceism taught of Zosiosh,
who would eome with miraculous power, destroy
evil, deliver eaptives, and raise to life the dead.
The Karen expeeted the White Brother with his
Book to teach him how to regain the favor of the
great God, The Scandinavian hoped that the la-
mented Baldur would return, and then a new
heaven and a new earth would become the abode
of the just, The carly races on this continent ex
peated a mighty One, born of a virgin, who, with
supernatural power, would redeem the world from
evil, The ancient Mexicans expected the Fuir
God, born of a virgin, to come and bring buck the
golden age. Many of their saerifices, especially
human saerifices, looked forward to this Coming
One.”

Whatever may be the explanation, this passion
for a Saviour who shall redeem mankind from ills
seems to be ingrained in human nature by the very
constitution of the ruce, Those who have not ac-

held the ane
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cepted Jesus, ns the wise men did, are frequently
fulling buck on the great Jewish expectation of a
coming Christ, while many others claim to be the
Chirist on his * seeond "eoming and find followers,

By Way of Illustration.

The wise men,  In this Bible night seene God
honored science. Who are the three wise men
knecling before the divine infunt ? Not boors nor
ignoramuses.  They were the Isane Newtons and
Herschels and Faraduys of their times, In this I
see the propheey of the time when all the telescopes
and microscopes and all the observatories and uni-
versities shall bow to Jesus, It is much that w
already, Where is the college that does not have
morning prayers? Who have been our greatest
scientists ¢ Joseph Henry, who lived and died in
the fuith ot the Gospel, and Agassiz, who, standing
with his students among the hills, took off his hat,
and said, ** Young gentlemen, before we study these
rocks let us pray for wisdom to the God who made
the rocks.""— Zalmage,

The Star of Bethlehem. Some astronomers con-
Jjeeture that Aleyone is the center around which the
whole star system revolves,  Whether that be true
certuin thut the Star of
Bethlehem is the center of this world’s spiritual
astronomy,

or not, it is undeniubly

If that stur had never risen on a dy
and sin cursed worlil, how differently its history
would read ! With Christ came the gospel of hu-
man brotherhood, the clevation of woman, the
highest civilization, and the purest philunthropy ;
with Christ came atonement for sin and vietory
over the grave,
curse and erime of infidelity is that it aims to ex-
tinguish the Star of Bethlehem. A band of wreek-
ers who should extinguish the great lantern on Fire
Island, and then hoist a false light elsewhere to de-
coy New York bound vessels to destruction would
be mercitul in comparison with the skepties who
are trying to destroy man’s fuith in his only Sav-
iour—17. L. Cuyter,

The Child-king. When Columbus discovered
America he merely touched a fow islands, The
great continent he never saw,  And the king and
people who praised him did not know athousandth
purtof the great discovery he had made, Beyond
the little islands that Columbus saw lay Ameriea,
with its great rivers and mountains and prairies,
its Niagara and Yellowstone and Yosemite, Nei-
ther the wise men nor the shepherds dreamed of
the empire over which that little Child-king in the
Bethlehem manger was to rule throngh the ages;
the great soul of Paul that was to be swayed by
him; the great men that he was to inspire ; the in-
stitutions and schools and eolleges and nations that
were to spread his fame.  The blessed song was to
all people.—DBishop Vincent,

Herod has many followers, The |

Before the Class,

Introduction, Present to the cluss some of th-
conditions existing in Judea at the time of our lese
son story. Picture to them the charaeter of King
Herod—cruel, erafty, suspicious, unserupulous, but
masterful in many ways, who did not hesitate at
murder to accomplish his purposes,  (Witness the
murder of his beloved wife, his sons, and many of
the leaders of the Jews.)  He was now oldand hated
by all, courtiers and people alike.  The lesson shows
his craftiness, and ulso his eruel nature,

The ** fullness of time" had now come, and the
world was ready for its Suviour, Bringout the fol-
lowing points, showing that the time was a favor-
able time for the advent of the Messiah : (a) Rome
ruled the world, and the stubility of government
was favorable to the spread of the Gospel ; (b) The
Greek language was everywhere spoken ; (¢) There
was a widespread conviction that o great prophet
was soon to arise who should rule the world ; (d)
There was a w idespread knowledge of the Old Tes-
tament prophecies through the preaching and teach-
ings of the scattered Jews,

Development of the tert, Take up the following
outline, point by point, developing the outline by
questioning the elass : () S king; (4) Finding;
(¢) Worshiping: (/) Honoring.

In verses one to eight we find the wise men from
the East secking the young bube, born King of the
Jews,  Question tho class upon the following: ()
The journey of more than twelve hundred niles
() The definite purpose the magi had in mind—
finding the young king; (¢) The King's trouble be-
cuuse he feared for his throne ; () The king's crafty
plan for finding out the dwelling-place of the babe ;
(¢) The inquiry concerning the birthplace of the
Chirist, and the answer ; (/) Theking’s command
to the wise men,

In verses nine to eleven (first part) we have the
story of the finding, Bring before the cluss from
these verses : (a) The miraculous guidance; (4) The
magi’s joy 1 (¢) The finding of the child with Mary
the mother.

Lastly, in verse eleven we find the wise men wor-
shiping the king, und honoring him with their
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  They
probably worshiped him not as the Messial of God,
but as a great future king whose coming had been
revealed to them,  In aceordance with the custom
of the East they honored the new-found kingly bube
with their precious gifts,

Specific applieation. The specific application is
the old, old story of the Gospel of love,

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Gospel of par-
don for the past, and peace and power for the pres-
ent and future. This was the message which was
brought to the earth by the Christ-child, Salvation
is free to all and intended for ally and the first step
toward the obtaining of this salvation is the step of
repentance which brings the pardon of God, and
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then comes the * peace of God which passeth all |
understanding.”  But with the pardon ot the past,
power for the future is given us, that we may beable |
successfully to resist theinfluences of evil.  Pattern, |
then, after the mugi, and seek the Saviour, securing
his pardon, his peace, his power.

Blackboard.

THE GOSPEL
OF

PARDON—-PEACE—-POWER
BROUGHT TO EARTH
BY THE

HRIST |[DABE OF
HILD. ETHLEHEM.

THE WISE MEN
SEEK--FIND—REJOICE

AND

WORSHIP.

“ Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness."

SALVATION
REE o ALL ALL MEN.

SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND.

“1 AM NIGH THEE.”

| What the star was....

I NVE I’
The Teachers' Meetmq
D p of Pulestine, locate Nazareth, Jeru-
unt of Joseph und

[ Dec. 20.

salem hem....Give
Muary, the purpose \vl thels journey to Bethlehem,

and the birth of Jesus....8how who Herod was,

| and his character....The wise men, who they

were, from what land they eame, how guided....
How they found Jesus, anc
how they showed honor to him....Take the wise
men as examples of faith, and show how they illus-
trated it.  (Sce Thoughts for Young People.)....
Find in the lesson four classes of people and their

itudes toward Christ: (1) The earnest
The indifferent ehurch member; (3)
(4) The hypoerite. Who

e man ul the world ;
in this lesson may stand as a type of each of these
classes ? To which ¢luss would you prefer to be-
long?....Do not waste time over fruitless discus-
sion und conjectures about the wise men, but seek
the practical truths of the lesson....Like the wise
men was the Chinaman who found a tract, and
walked tivo hundred miles to a mission station to
That truct was his star which

lenrn about Jesus,
led him to Christ,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
Calm on the listening car.
Joy to the world,
While shepherds watehed their flocks.
Hark ! the herald angels sing.
This is the winter morn.

No. 2.
Hark ! what mean those holy voiees.
P’rinee of peaee.
The joyful morn is breaking.
Glory to God,
Once in Bethlehem.

References.

: The wagi, 630. Ver, 2:
: Presents, 64,

Freeman, Ver. 1
The star of the King, 631, Ver. 11

|
. -
|
FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.
December 27.
HOME READINGS.
M. Solomon anointed king. 1 Kings 1
Tu. Solomon's wise ¢l
3uilding the temple.
Th. The temple dedicated. 1 l\'in s 8,
F. The birth of Christ. Matt. 2. 1-1
1 Kings 9, 1-9.

S.  God's blessing upon S--l--m.m.

S Solomon’s sin. 1 Kings 11, 4-1

GOLDEN TEXT.
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
} matter: Fear God, and keep his com=
mandments : for this is the whole duty of
(Eceles, 12.13.)

|
Lman.

T
dray
olde
cert:
an i
dea
in o
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LESSON HYMNS,
No. 31, New Canadian Hymmnal.

Eternal source of every joy.

No. 342, New Canadian Hymnal,

Condueted by thy hand.

No. 343, New Canadian Hymnal,

Sing to the great Jehovah's praise,

Blackboard,

OMMANDMENTS
el |
OurR WHOLE DuTY,

MAN’S WHOLE DUTYj

ALK IN EAR
ISDOM'S F AND
AYS, oLLow

THE LORD.

TEMPLES.
LIVES.

GOD.

ACKNOWLEDGE
HONOR
OBEY

CARE FOR
ONSECRATE

OUR
A WISE CONCLUSION :

‘“Fear God,and keep his commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man.'

Before the Class,
Tuk lessons from this quarter ¢ been lessons
drawn from the lite of one of t test Kings of

olden times, These lessons give us a picture of

certain qualities which we should « xpect to find in

an ideal Christian character, It behooves us to en-

deavor to uctualize the picture, as far us possible, |

in our own lives,

ut all that
iy ina de
an character.  The f; s of
ed by all
¢t the el

smallest

David in this lesson might we | be
A Christian she

und he is

to-day, 1 refl

fuithful lie

aracter

f Christ, detail

in fulfilling all Lis promisc

Lessox 11 /2

ity for which we should stri

Ston ot churacter is another qual-
- We must muake
decisions almost daily, and we should endeavor so
e clop this side of cur eharacter that c ur choices

constantly shall be in line with God’s will,
Lessox 1L Spiritual sight is needful to those
who walk by fuith, We

wisdom that we may walk in the way of

need to have practical
blessing,
Our prayer, then, should be that our spiritual eyes
might be opened that we might rightly behold His
law,

Lesson IV,

to have the spirit of teachableness,

This lesson shows us that we ought
Weshould heed
the exhortations of those who are older and wiser
than we, and profit by their w iseand warning words,
Let us then be teackable, that the will of God may
find free course in us,

Lessox V. In the building of our spiritual tem-
ples we must have in mind a great and dominant
purpose—that of building an aceeptable dwelliy
place for the Lord
tion and usc

g
and be thoughtful in the sclee
of the materials which enter into its
construction,

Lessox VI,
the spirit of conseeration, which should b acontrol-

This lesson sets forth very strongly
ling force in all our lives, We should esteem it not
Lord,
ed by him,

re plainly told

'sblessing. God

only a duty but a privilege togive upall for t]
and to be aeeepted and acknowle
Lessux VII,

the results of obedienes

In this lesson we
»law— G

| reigns, and one of the first things demanded by him

of his loval subjects unquestioning  ohedience,

God’s laws are all beneficent, and blessings always
follow the keeping of them,

Lesson VIII,

SONS ar

Several qualities not spoken of in
Note two

the spirit of frust and the spirit of searching. 1In
our walk through life we must put our trust in the
great Lawgiver, and at the same time put forth
effort in seareling out divine truth, which truth,
when found and followed, will brinz the blessings of

Iwelt upon in this one,

long life, riches, |
Lessox IX. 'Thi
We note one especially, the t

antness, and peace,
exson teaches us many things,
wht that God is
waiting for us to bring to him thos gifis which are

80 acceptable to him the gifts of loving Learts, lov-

ing words, and lovingdecds, It is this spirit of love
which should actuate us during all the days of our
carthly lives,

Lessoxy X, This lesson impresses us with the
thoughit of humility, combined with constunt watch-
We must not think that we are stronger
or better than we are, but constantly wateh that we

fulness,
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full not by the wayside. Let us also be charitable

to the fuilings of others,

If we are to
f life we musty
us the apostle tells us, * be temperate in all things.”

Lessox X11. Here we have the old, old story
of wonderful love.  One thought tor those who have
aceepted of this love is this, that they pattern after
the magi and render homage unto the Lord their
God at all times and in various ways.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR
SCHOLARS.

. TrrLes axp TexTs,
GOLDE EXTS.

Keep the charge of—

The fear of the Lord—

Them that honor me —

4. 'l'lu- P.of S. My son, if sinners—
'l‘ Except the l.ord bluld—

6. he 'l‘ The Lord isin h
7. G. B. upon S. The blessing of lhe

Lord—
8. R, of 0. In all thy ways—
'l‘lu- ", of 8.
S

aracter is that of femperance
beeome vietors in the great struggle

2. . Co
3.8, W.and W.

Behold, a greater—
Let him that thinketh—
For the drunkard and—
T'he ll. of C. And the angel sai
11. Lessox Facrs.

1. What promise did David make, and to whom ?
What three officers did he summon?  Where were
they to anoint Solomon? What response did the
people make?  What charge did David give to his
son? Goupex Texm.

2, Who appeared to Solomon? Tow? Where?
What was the king bidden to do? What wus
Solomon’s choice? What was given to him that
hie did not ask ¢ What is the first in true wisdom ¢
GoLpeN TexT,

3. What is said of Solomon’s possessions? What
of his wisdom ? Ilow many proverbs and songs

| can one be sure of real honor
Aunother quality in a rounded Chris-

did he write 2 Of what subjeets did he speak ! How
Gorpen T

4, Why were the proverbs spokent To \\h.m-
counsel should one give heed ! To whom should
yivld?  Goroex Texr.  Whose way
should we avoid 2 What will befull such sinners ¢

5. What king helped Solomon with the temple ?
What help did Solomon ask ?  What did Solomon
give in return?  Who was the real builder of the
temple t Goroves Text,

6. How much of God's promise failed? What
did Solomon desire of the Lord?  What did he ex-
hort the people to do?  What offering did Solomon
make? Who dwelt in the temple?  Gow

7. Who again appeared to Solomon: ¢

one never

| promise was made to the obedient 2 What penalty

was declared for disobedience? To whom would
Israel hecome a byword? What effect has God's
Gorpex TexT,

8. What good is promised to the obedient?
What guide should we choose? Goroex Texr.
Whom ~l|uul\l we lonor ? how? and why? What
is the best possession one can secure !

9. Who eame to test Solomon’s wisdom ? What did
the queen sce?  What did she say 1 What did she
give 2 Who is greater than this king ? Goroes Texr.

10, Who turned Solomon to sin?  What was his
sin?  Who was angry at this? What penalty was
pronounced for this evil? What warning should
we heed ! Gorpex Texr.

11. Whose fear is a prevention of sin?  Whose
company should be shunned ¢ What will over-
tuke the drunkard? Goupex Texr, What wise
purchase shoull be made ? Who then will rejoice ¢

12, Who journcyed far to scek Jesus?  For
whom did they inquire?  Where was Jesus born?
How were the wise men guided to Jesus?  What
did they give to him?  What said an angel about
his birth¢  GovLpex Tex,

blessing ?

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

GOLDEN TEXTS,

Keep lhe chnrlze -

1 Kings 1. 26-89,

1 Kings 3. 5-15,
1 Kings 4. 25-34,
Prov. 1. 1-19.

1 Kings 5. 1-12.
1 Kings 8. 54-63.
1 Kings 6. 1-9.
Prov. 8. 1-17,

1 Kings 10, 1-10,
1 Kings 11, 4-13,
Prov. 23, 15-25,
Matt. 2. 1-12,

The fear of the—
Them that honor—
My son, if—
Except the Lord—
The Lord is in—
The blessing of—
In all thy—
Behold, a greater—
Let him that—

For the drunkard—

And the angel—

TITLES. TEACHINGS.

(.od will give us the right
place,

8. A K.

8. W.C. Choose ! Choose Christ ! 1)
8. W.and W.
T. P.of 8.
B.the T

T. T. D.

G. B. upon 8.
R. of O.
T.F.of 8.

What we are we owe to God.

Seek best things first,

Meet difeulty with firm pur-
pose,

Pray. Praise. Give.

We decide our own destiny.

Religion secures best of both
worlds.

Only (! hrist can satisfs,

S, 8. Prosperity brings perils.

C. AL Abstain personally : win oth-

ers,
T. B. 3 Jesus for all : all for Jesus.
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Questions,
romise had David made about
sor? Where was 8
tted him?

Lessox 11, Where did the Lord appear to Solo-
mon { What offer was made him? What did e
choose?  What else was promised him?

Lesson 111, Tell of Solomon’s riches, of his wis-
dom, of his fume.

Lessox 1V, Why was the Book of Proverbs
written ? Is fearuseful ! Whose adviee should we
heed? What docs sin lead to ?

Lessox V. Why was Duvid not permitted to
build the templet Who sent a m
mon?  What bargain did they make ?

omon made king ¢

e to Rolo-

Lessox VI How had God shown his presence
with the Hebrew fathts? What did Solomon
value more than wealth? Should our zeul be
steady ?

Lessox VIL. When did the Lord appear to Solo-

aceeptance of the temple ! What warning did he

| give Solomon ?

mon the second time ¢ Ilow did God testify his |

Lessox VIIL Does religion tend to seeure long
life?  Why should we trust in God ¢ On what
condition will he guide us?  Iow are we to honor
G Of what is corr 14 proof ¢

Lesson IX. How far did the Queen of Sheba
come? What convineed her of 8 it-
nesst What did she say about the report she had
heard ¢ What presents did she muke ¢

Lessox X. What led Solomon to sin¢ Which
commandment did he break? What did 5is sin
leud to? ’

Lessox XL Why should we look to the end ?
What three evils ruin character? What must we
puy for the blessings of temperanee ! Who are the
huppiest parents ¢

Lessox XIL From where did the wise men
come?  Why was Herod troubled? Who had
prophesied about Bethlehem?  What did the wise
men do when they found Jesus¢ Why did they
not return to Herod ?

omon's gy

S,
IV, | The P.of 8. y son, if—

. . D, The Lord is in—

VIL | G.'s B. upon 8.

VIII. R. of O,

IX. The F. of 8,
88 8,

X, Let him that—
{8 . Against 1. For the drunkard--
XIL. The B. of ¢, And the angel-

Will you, dear Beginner, begin now to study
your Review just as carcfully as any lesson you
have? If you review two lessons each
week you will have it well learned by the Sabbath,

If you think it does not make much difference
about the Review, ask your teacher to tell you why
itis important to take a buckward look at the les-
sons of the quarter and of the year,

Salt and Light.

Tuey were twelve simple people, sons of fishers
and peasants, and other children of the poor,
Jesus stood among them and said, “ Ye are the
salt and the light of the world.” Those who heard
him must have wondered at Lis strange exaggera-
tion; must have marveled to hear such great
things spoken of a few poor men; but the cen-
turies have gone by, and Christ's words are ful-
filled; the twelve Galileans were indeed salt and
light,  Christ has far-seeing eyes, and expeets us
to see far.  The Christianity of the apostles had
a wide outlook, They hastened from Jerusalem

TITLES, GOLDEN Tk
A K Keep the charge—
RS W, (. The fear of —

Them that honor—
Except the Lord—
The blessing of—

In all thy ways—
Behold, a greater—

|

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

| WHAT ABOUT, LESSONS FOR ME.

A great day.

A happy dream,

A wise king,

Golden words,

A work for God.
Given to God,
Avisitorfromheaven,
Obeying God,

God ealls me too,
Put God first.
God’'s riches last,
Hearand obey.

I too may build,
To give m:
God speak:
God ever near,
A royal guest. My King's glo
A sad fall. Wateh and p
A great evil, ' Shun little sins.
A glorious day. Christ for me,

to Rome, they believed in the rgeneration of peo-
ples, they conquered the narrowness of Judaism,
and went boldly to the philosophers of Athens
and the artisans of Corinth.  They went ont into
the wide unknown world, keen as salt and clear
as light.  Our words, too, should be as the sharp
salt wind of the northern seas, We must be
salt, but also light. Do you know what is the
course of light*  The lights say, “ Lo, we are dy-
ing as we shine,” As they burn they consume
their own strength and being.  Such a light was
Jesus Christ.  Rightly did he say of himself, “1
am the light of the world.” And he secks to
make us, his disciples, into lights which shall
consume themselves in brightening the darkness
of earth. All earthly light is from the sun,
Once the forests shut up the light, and now they
are sending it forth in burning rays. So all the
light of earthly souls comes from one heavenly
light, the light of God, which was revealed in Jesus
Christ. Nothing shines, unless that Sun has
lightened it.— Pastor Nawmann, in British Weekly.

T
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Superintendent. Give Titleand Golden Text of First
Lesson,

Boys. Solomon Anointed King.

@Girls. * Keep the charge of the Lord thy God,to walk
in his ways."

Supt. Second Lesson. .

Boys. 8olomon's Wise Cholce.

Girls, ** The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.”

Supt. Third Lesson.

Boys. Solomon's Wealth and Wisdom.

Girls. ** Them that honor me I will honor, and they
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”

Supt. Fourth Lesson,

Boys. The Proverbs of S8olomon.

Girls. * My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou
not.”

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

Boys. Building the Temple.

Girls. * Except the Lord build the house, they labor
in vain that build it."

Supt. 8ixth Lesson,

Boys. The Temple Dedicated.

@Girls. * The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the
earth keep silence before him."

Supt. Seventh Lesson.

Boys. God’s Blessing upon Solomon.

Girls, ** The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and
he addeth no sorrow with it.”

Supt. Eighth Lesson.

Boys. Rewards of Obedience.

@irls. * In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths,”

Supt. Ninth Lesson.

Boys. The Fame of Solomon.

Girls. ** Behold, a greater than Solomon is here."

Supt. Tenth Lesson.

Boys. Solomon's Sin,

Girls. ** Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.”

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

Boys. Cautions Against Intemperance.

Girls. * For the drunkard and the glutton shall come
to poverty."

Supt. Twelfth Lesson,

Boys. The Birth of Christ.

(irls, “And the ange! sald unto them, Fear not: for
tehold, T bring you good tidings of great Joy, which
shall be to all people.”

LEssoN 1

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of the First Lesson,

First Single Voice. King David sent for his wife
Bathsheba and reminded her that he had declared that
Solomon her son should sit on the throne of Israel.
Then he called his council of three men, one of whom

Responsive Review Service for the Fourth Quarter.

was Zadok the priest, and one of whom was Nathan the
prophet, and told them to cause Solomon to ride on his
own mule, and to anoint him King, and blow the
trumpet and say, God save the king. 8o Solomon was
anointed and all the people said, God save King Solo-
mon,

LEssoN I

Supt. Second Lesson.

Second Single Voice. The Lord appeared to Solomon
in & dream by night and asked what he should give
him. And Solomon said he was as a little child and
needed an understanding heart to judge his people.
This pleased the Lord, and he said, ** Behold, I have
done according to thy word: . .. so that there was
none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like' unto thee.” Also God gave him riches and
honor, which he had not asked.

LEsson IIL

Supt. Third Lesson,

Third Single Voice. During Solomon's reign Judah
and Israel dwelt safely. And Solomon had forty thou-
sand stalls of horses for his charfots, and twelve thou-
sand horsemen. **And God gave Solomon wisdom and
understanding exceeding much.” **And he spake three
thousand proverbs : and his songs were a thousand and
five."” And there came Kings of the earth and all peo-
ple to hear the wisdom of Solomon.

LESsON IV.

Supt. Fourth Lesson,

Fourth Single Voice, The proverbs of Solomon are
intended to make the hearer wise, and a wise man will
listen and increase learning. The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of knowledge, which fools will despise.
Solomon compares the instruetion of a father and the
law of a mother to *an ornament of grace unto thy
head, and chains about thy neck.” He warns against
the enticement and snares of bad men and those who
are greedy of gain.

LEsSSON V.,

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

Fifth Single Voice. Hiram, King of Tyre, was a
lover of David. And when Solomon purposed to build
the temple he sent word to Hiram, asking him to get
Sidonian servants to hew cedar trees from Lebanon.
diram replied that he would seeure timber of cedar
and fir, and would convey them by sea in floats unto
the place appointed.  Solomon paid Hiram by giving
him twenty thousand measures of wheat and twenty
| measures of pure ofl year by year. And there wuas
‘ peace between Hiram and Solomon,

o = e
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LEssoN VI

Supt. 8ixth Lesson,

Sixth Singie Voice, When Solomon had finished his
prayer of dedication he blessed the congregation, say-
ing that not one word of God's good promise had failed.
He prayed that God might not forsake his people, but
would incline their hearts to keep his commandments ;
and that all the people of the earth might know that

the Lord is God. Solomon and the people offered sac- |

rifices, Solomon offering two hundred and twenty
thousand oxen and one hundred and twenty thousand
sheep.

LESSON VII,

Supt. Seventh Lesson.

Seventh Single Voice. When the temple and Solo-
mon'’s house were finished the Lord appeared to him
and told him that he had hallowed the temple, **to put
his nume there forever.” And if Solomon would walk
before him in integrity of heart and keep his Judgments,
his throne should be established forever, But if he or
his children should turn from him and serve other Rgods
Israel would be cut off, and become a byword among all
people, and all who passed the temple would be aston-
ished and hiss,

LEssoN VIIL

Supt. Eighth Lesson,

Eighth Single Voice, Solomon urges the keeping of
God's commands because they bring length of days and
peace. He urges trusting in the Lord instead of trust-
ing to our own understanding. He says that prosperity
comes to those who honor the Lord with their substance,
‘The Lord loves those whom he chastens. He declares
that ** the merchandise of wisdom is better than the
werchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine
gold.”

LESsoN IX.

Supt. Ninth Lesson,
Ninth Single Voice. The Queen of Sheba, hearing of

Solomon's fame, eame to prove him with hard questions. |

And Solomon answered them all.  And when she saw
the splendor of his palace she said that his wisdom and
prosperity exceeded his fame—the half had not been
told her. She declared that his very servants were
happy who had opportunity to hear his wisdom, and
that the Lord must love Israel to give it such a ruler,
She presented Solomon with **a hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and spices of very great store, and
precious stones,"

LESSON X.

Supt. Tenth Lesson.

Tenth Single Voice. When Solomon was old his
wives turned his heart after other gods, and he built
high places for their worship and worshiped these
“abominations.” And the Lord was angry and said
that he would rend the kingdom from him. For
David’s sake he would not do it until his son came to
the kingdom, and for David’s and Jerusalem's sake he
would leave him one tribe,

LESSON

Supt. Eleventh Lesson,

Eleventh ngle Sclomon warns his son
against envying sinners, whoss reward is sure, He
warns against winehibbers, ** for the drunkard and the
glutton shall come to poverty.” He counsels hearken-
ing to thy father, and despising not thy mother, He
advises us to * buy truth and sell it not.”

Voice,

LessoN XII,

Supt. Twelfth Lesson,

Twelfth Single Voice. When Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem wise men came from the East, saying, ** Where
is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to worship him."
When Herod heard it he was troubled, and he inquired
of the seribes where Christ should be born. They told
him in Bethlehem, Then Herod called the wise men
and told them that when they had found the young
child to bring him word, that he might worship him
also. The wise men, led by the star, came to the house
and saw the young child and fts mother; and they
worshiped him and presented him with gifts. And

| being warned of God not to * return to Herod, they de-

parted into their own country another way,"

LEssoN XIII.

Supt. What is the teaching of the First Lesson ?

School. As the Lord was vith our fathers, so will he
be with us,

Supt, Second Lesson,

School, *If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally.*

Supt. Third Lesson,

School, ** Seek ye first the kKingdom of God and his

s8, and all these things shall be added unto

Supt. Fourth Lesson,

Nehool. Choose good people for associates,

Supt. Fifth Lesson,

School. ‘The Lord's cause should Lave the best of
everything.

Supt, Sixth Lesson,

School. God's promise never fails,

Supt, Seventh Lesson.

School. God rewards faithfulness and punishes sin,

Supt. Eighth Lesson,

School, ‘That wisdom, which leads us to trust the
Lord, is the most precious possession,

Supt. Ninth Lesson.

School. The wisdom which God gives Lrows more
desirable as we know more about it

Supt. Tenth Lesson,

School. God punishes sin as he had declared he
would,

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

School. * Be not among winebibbers,"

Supt. Twellth Lesson,

School, The birth of Jesus Christ was a message of
rood tidings of great joy which reaches even to us,
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Lessons and Golden Texts for
1897.

Note.—The parallel and related passages men-
tioned in connection with the assigned lessons
will, it is hoped, be studied in connection with the
lessons, to give a better understanding of their
foree and meaning.

STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND
EPISTLES.
First Quarter.

LESSON

I. Jan. 8.—Curisr’s AscensioN. Acts 1. 1-14,
Commit vs, 7-9. (Read the remainder of the
chapter.) Gorpesy Texr: While he blessed
them, he was parted from them, and carried
up into heaven. Luke 24. 51,

I, Jun. 10.--Tue HorLy Seimir Given, Aects 2,
1-18.  Commit vs. 1-4. ( Study also vs, 14-31.)
Goroex Texr: They were all filled with the
Holy Ghost. Acts 2. 4.

111 Jan. 17.—A Mvrimrepe CoNvERTED,  Act
32-47. Commit vs. 88, 89, GorLpeN Texr:
The promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afur off.  Acts 2. 39,

IV. Jan. 24.—Tue Laxe Man HEeaven, Acts 3.
1-16.  Commit vs. 18-16. Gorpex Text: His
name, through fuith in his name, hath made
this man strong.  Acts 3. 16,

V. Jun. 81.—Tue BoLoNess oF Peter axp Jons,
Acts &, 1- Commit vs, 10-12.  (Read also
vs, 15-81.) Gorpex Texr: There is none
other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved,  Acts 4. 12,

V1. Feb, 7.—Trve anp Farsg Givive,  Acts 4,

32, to 5.11. Commit vs. 82, 33, GOLDEN

Te Man looketh on the outward appear-

ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart,

1 Suam, 16. 7.

Feb. 14.—Tue Prisox OpeNep, Acts 5
17-82,  Commit vs. 29-32, (Read vs. 12-
GoLpex Texr: We ought to obey God lutlw
than men.  Aets 5. 29,

VI Feb, 21,—Tue Firsr CumistiaN  Martyr.
Acts 6, 8-15; 7. 54-60. Commit vs. HT-60.
(Read chaps. 6 and 7.) Goupeny Texr: Be
thou faithful unto death, and T will give thee
a crown of life. Rev. 2. 10,

X. Fch, 28.—Tug Discipres DispErsep,  Acts 8,
1-17.  Commit vs. 5-8, (Read also vs, 18-25.)
GoLpeNy Texr: They that were scattered
abroad went everywhere preaching the word.
Acts 8, 4,

. March 7.=Tue ErnioriaN CoNverr. Acts 8,
26-40.  Commit vs. 20-31. Goupex Texr:
Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at
the same Scripture, and plundn.d unto him
Jesus,  Acts 8, 85,

Vil

LESSON

XI. March 14,—8avt, T™ie Persgcvror, Con-

VERTED, Acts 9, 1-12, 17-20. Commit vs.

17-20. (Read vs. 1-31.) Gorpex Text: This

is o fuithful saying, and worthy of all accepta-

tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to

1 Tim. 1. 15,

XII. March 21.—CHRist1AN SELF-RESTRAINT. 1 Cor,
9.10-27,  (May be used us a Temperance Les-
son.) Commit vs. GoLpen TexT: Every
man that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things. 1 Cor, 9. 25,

X111 March 28, —Review, Gorpex Texr: The
word of God grew and multiplied, Acts 12, 24,

save sinners,

Second Quarter.

1. April 4. —Perer WonrkiNg Miracres.  Acts 9.
3248,  Commit vs. 32-85. GorpeN Texr:
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.  Acts 9. 34,

. April 11.—CoxvEersioy or Cornerivs,  Acts 10,
80-44, Commit vs. 86-38, (Read chap. 10.)

Text: Whosoever believeth in him

ve remission of Acts 10, 43,

8, —GENTILES CONVERTED AT ANTIOCH,
Acts 11, 10~ Commit vs. 21-24, (Read chap.
1) G Texr: Then hath God also to the
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.  Acts
11. 18, Or, Tne Resvrrecrion. 1 Cor. 15,
12-26.  Commit vs, 20-23, (Read chap, 15.)
Gowpesy Texr: Now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the first fruits of them that
slept. 1 Cor. 15, 20,

", April 25.—Perer DELIVERED ¥roM Prison.
Acts 12, 5-17.  Commit vs. 7-9. (Read the
whole chapter.) Gorpex Texr: The angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them. Psalm 34. 7.

. May 2.—Pavt Beaixs Ilis First MisstoNary

Acts 13, 1-13.  Commit vs. 2-4.

~ Texr: Go ye into all the world, and

preach the gospel to every creature. Mark
16. 15,

1. May 9.—Pave PreacninG 1o Tne JEws,  Acts
13. 20-89. Commit vs. 38, 89, (Read chap.
13, 14-43. Gorvex Text: Through this manis
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. Acts
13. 88,

VII. May 16.—PavL PrEACHING To THE GENTILES.
Acts 14, 11-22. Commit vs. 21, 22, (Read
chap. 13. 44, t0 14, 28.)  Goroex Text: I have
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, Acts
13. 47,

VIIL May 23.—Tue CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM.
Acts 15, 1-6, 22-20.  Commit vs. 3, 4. (Read
chap. 15, 1-85, and Gal, 2. 1-10.) Gorvex Texr:
Through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we
shull be saved, even as they, Acts 15. 11,
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y 30.—Curistiay Farrn Leavs 1o Go
ORKs. Jam oo Commit vs, 14-17.
Gorpex Texr: 1 will show thee my fuith by
my works, James 2, 18,

X. June 6,—8ixs «

e Toxeve, James 3. 1-13,
Commit vs. 11-13. (Read chap. 8.) Gorvex
Texr: Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy fips
from sy 1 guile,  Psalm 34, 13,

+ dune 13.—Pace’s Avvicero Tivorny, 2 Tim,
L1-73 8. 14-17.  Commit vs. 14~ (Read
Acts 16, 1-5.)  Gonpex Texr: From a child
thou hast known the lioly Seriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation,
2 Tim. 8. 15.

XIL June 20.—Personar Reseoxsimiiry.  Rom,
14, y beused asa Temperance Tes-
son.)  Commit ve, 19-21. (Read chap, 14.)
Goroex Texr: It is good neither to cat flesh,
nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy
brother stumbleth,  Rom, 14, 2

XL June 27.—Review, Gorvex Texr: This
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
ull the world for a witness unto all nations,
Mutt, 24, 14,

Third Quarter,
L July 4.~Finsr Converrs 1y Evrope. Acts
) Commit vs. 13-15, (Read chap,
5.)  Gorpey Text: The entrance of thy
words giveth light, Psalm 119, 130,

IL July 11.—Pave asxp e Puisieriay JAILER,
Acts 16 : 1. (Read vs.
16-40.) Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house.  Aets 16, 31,

IIL. July 18, —Pave at TuessaLoxtea axp Berga,

Acts 17, 1- Commit vs, 10-12, (Read 1 Thess,
chaps. 1and 2)  Gorvex Text: They received
the word with all readi of mind, and
scarched the Seriptures daily,  Aets 17, 11,

—PavL PreaciNG 1y Atngss,

4. Commit vs, 24-27, (Read vs, 13-21.)
Goroes Text: God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.  John 4, 24,
Aug. .—Pavr’s Miztstey v Coriytir,  Acts
18, 1-11,  Commit vs. 8-11. (Read vs. 1
and 1 Cor, chaps. 1, 2, and 3.) Gorokx Text:
Other foundation can no man lay than that is
lnid, which is Jesus Christ. 1 Cor, 8. 11.

.« Aug. 8.—~WorkiNg aAxp WAITING FoR CHrisT,
1 Thess. 4. 9, to Commit vs, 16-18,
(Rew! 1 Thess, chaps, 4 and 5.) Goroex
Texr: It 1 go and prepare 4 place for you, 1
will come again, and reecive you unto myself'y
that where I am, there ye may be also. John
14. 3,

Y.

5. 9
5. 2

LESSON
VIL Aug. 15.—Asstaisive ¥on THE S.\RE oF
Orugkrs. 1 Cor, 8, 1-13, (A Temperance Les-

son.) (Read ehaps. s, o,
and 10.)  GoLoex Texr: For none of us liveth
to himself. Rom. 14, 7,

VIII. Aug. 22.—Tue
Love. 1 Cor,

Commit vs, 12,

ExcELLENCE oF Citisriay

1-13, 47,
(Read chap. 12, LoEN Texr: And now
abideth faith, hope, cf arity, these three: but
the greatest of these is ¢ ity. 1 Cor. 18,
.—Pavt Orroskn At Erngsvs,  Acts
Commit vs, 24 (Read chap, 19,
) GorpeN Texr: Tuke heed, and

beware of covetousness, Lu'e 12, 15,

X. Sept. NTILES GIVING For Jewisn Crgis-
mans, 2Cor, 9, 1-11, (Read
chaps, 8 and 9.)  Gowvey Texr: Ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be
rich. 2 Cor. 8, 9,

. Sept. 12.—Cunistiax Livive,
Commit vs. 16-18, (Read chaps,
Goropexy Text: Be not
overcome evil with good.

XIL Sept. 19, —Pars

LDERS,  Acts 20,

Commit vs,

Commit vs, 6-8,

Rom. 12, ¢

21,
and 13.)
reome of evil, but
Rom. 12, 21,

ADDRESS TO THE
)

IPHESIAN

Conamit vs. 24,
(Read vs, 8-38.) ( Text: Remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It
is more blessed to give than to reccive, Acts
20, 35,

XIIIL 26.—Revr GoLvey Tex
your light so shine before men, that the

Sept.

Let
nay
sce your good works, and glorify your Futher
which is in heaven, Muatt, 5, 16,
Fourth Quarter,

L. Oct. 3.—Pacr’s Last JoURNEY To JERUSALEM.
Ad <1-156. Commit vs. 12-14. (Read vs,
1-17.)  Gorvex Text: T am ready not to be
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus,  Aets 21, 13,

« Oct. 10.—Pavr A PrisoNer Ar Jervsanes,
Acts 7-30.  Commit vs, 24, (Read

chap. 21, 18, to 28, 9.) GoLpen Text: If any
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed. 1 Peter 4. 16,

+ Oct. 17.—Pavr Berork mie Roway Goverzon.
Acts 24, 10~ Commit vs, 14-16, (Read
chap. 23. 10, to 24, 27.) GoLveN Texr: Fear
thou not; for I am with thee. Isu. 41, 10,

"o Oct. 24.—Pave Bevore Kixe Acrirra, Acts
26. 19- Commit vs. (Read <haps.
25 and 26.) Gorbex Texr: Whosoever there-
fore shall confess me before men, him will 1
confess also before my Father which is in

29

)

-

heaven.  Matt. 10, 82,
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V. Oct, 8l.—=I"av’s Vovaae AND  Suipwe worth, like the loadstone, veverlose their power.—
Acts 27, 13-26, Commit vs, 21~ (I Burton.,

chap, 27)) Gorpex Texr: Be of good cheer:
for I believe God, that it shall be even as it
was told me,  Acts 27, 25,
. Nov. 7.=Pavt MeLita anxp Rome,  Acts
28, 1=16.  Commit vs. Gorpen Tk
We know that ull things work together for
good to them that love God,  Rom. 8, 28,

VII. Nov. 14.—Pavt’s MiNvistey 1N Rome.  Acts
98, 17-81,  Commit vs. 30, 81, GoLveN Texr:
1 am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth, Rom. 1. 16,

VIII. Nov, 21.—Tue Curistiax Armor. Eph. 6.
10-20. Commit vs. 13-17. (Read the whole
chupter.) Gorpex Texr : Be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might. Eph. 6. 10.

1X. Nov. 28.—SaLurary WarniNas. 1 Peter 4.
1-8. (Muy be used as a Temperance Lesson.
Nov. 28 will be observed as * Temperance
Day " in England.) Commit vs. 7,8, GoLpex
Texr: Be ye therefore sober, and wateh unto
prayer. 1 Peter4. 7.

X. Dee, 5, —Cumist's Huminiry axp Exarrarion.
Phil. 2. 1-11.  Commit vs. 5-8. GoLpEN 'l
Let this mind be in you, which wus also in
Christ Jesus, Phil, 2, 5.

X1 Dee. 12.—Pavr’s Last Worbs,
1-8,16-18,  Commit vs. 6-8, (Read vs. 1-22,
Gorpex Texr: I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept the faith,
2 Tim, 4. 7.

XI1I. Dee. 19.—Joun’s MessaGE Asorr SIN AND
Sarvarion. 1 John 1. 5, to 2,6, Commit vs,
8-10. Gorpex Texr: If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
1Jdohn 1. 9.

XIIL Dee. 26.—Review. Gorpen Text: God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in hi
should not perish, but have ¢
John 8. 16.  Or, (A Christmas Lesson) Gon's
Love v Tue Gier or HisSox. 1 John 4, 9-16,
Commit vs, 9-11. (Read Luke 2. 1-20.)
Gowpex Text: God so loved the world, thut
he guve his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life,  John 8, 16,

v

- -

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

—Gon grunt that, as our horizon of duty is

widened, our minds may widen with it; that, as |

our burden is increased, our shoulders may be
strengthiened to bear it—Dean Stanley.

— As amber attracts a straw, so does beauty ad-
miration, which only lusts while the warmth con-
tinues: but virtue, wisdom, goodness, and real

— Wealth is a rank soil, in which, unless carefully
s will quickly spring up, over-
top the plants, and choke the grain.—Collier,

managed, the wee

— Most beautiful when the strength is one of
humility instead of pride, and the trust no more in
the resolution we have taken, but in the hand we
hold.— Ruskin.

— He who sins against men may fear discovery,
but he who sins ngainst God is surc of it.—Jones, of
Nayland,

— Idleness is the Dead Sea that swallows up all
virtues, und the sclf-made sepuleher of a living man,
— Darrow.

— If'you would not be foiled by temptation, do not
enter into a dispute with Satun,—Anon,

— A man should never be ashamed to own he
has been in the wrong, which is but saying, in other
words, that he is wiser to-day than he was yester-
duy.— Pipe.

— Agodly man's comforts and grievances are alike
hid from the world,—Sébbs.

— Almost all that we do for the creature is lost,
unless love is blended with it. Love is the salt

| that preserves affections and actions from the cor-

2 Tim. 4. |

asting life, |

ruptions of life.— Guérin.

—We are to keep the heart pure, by keeping itin
fellowship with Christ to keep the tongue pure,
by using it only for Christ; to keep the life pure,
by living in all things for Christ. In thought,
word, fueling, action, we should aim at that purity
which may make us like Christ.—Smith.

— Ie that doeth a thing well doeth much, —
Thomas @ Kempis.

— Buried alive! What precautions are not taken
against this pe But there are souls buried
alive, hearts buried alive, intelleets buried alive—
and who is disquieted for them —Rowr.

— We are not to carry others® burdens that they
can carry as well as oursclves,  True helpfulness
consists in giving comfort; and comfort means
giving strength to those who are weary by inspir-
ing them when they hesitate or fuil.—Mears.

— Our desires are the presentiments of our capa-
bilities,.— Carlyle.

— O Blessed Day, which giv'st the eternal lie

To self, and sense, and all the brute within,

O come to us amid this war of life ¢

To hall and hovel come ! to all who toil

In senate, shop, or study ! and to those

-warned and sorely tempted—

Come to them, Blest and blessing, Christmas Day !

Tell them once more the tale of Bethlehem,

The kneeling shepherds and the Babe divine,

And keep them men indeed, fuir Christmas Day !
—Kingsley.

S a8 S 4= &
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

The Class Collection.

Tk collection is a matter of importance,
Some thoughtful words follow which all teachers
of children would do well to heed ;

* How to train scholars to a habit of giving ac-
cording to their ability is a question which at
some time or other has puzzled almost every
Sabbath school teacher. Probably there are few
classes in our schools whose weekly contributions
represent the most that could be done in the way
of giving to the cause of Christ, Most teachers
will, therefore, welcome any suggestions that will
aid them in combating the Bpirit of indifference
toward this subject which prevails so largely
among scholars,

"“A teacher of a class of little girls in a Sabbath
school in the South has tried with good success a
method that may be helpful to other teachers,

*“ Each Sunday, before the lesson begins, all the
pennies are collected in the class envelope, and
then, while the teacher Lolds the envelope in her
hand, every head is bowed, while she asks the

heavenly Father to bless the pennies the hands
and hearts have brought to him, and to let them
do something for him.

“By this simple little service the scholars learn
the importance of their gifts, and are reminded of
the fact that every penny has a value in the eyes

of the Master. They never forget that the
money they bring is for Christ and the advance-
ment of his kingdom in the world.”

Little children love variety. The wise teacher
studies to give it to them, varying the stated
exercises from time to time.

The collection is often enlivened by a march,
Sometimes the children simply sing in their seats
as the baskets are passed.

A pretiy song to be used at such a time is the
following :

“Little givers, come and bring
Tribute to your heavenly King;
Lay it on the altar high,

While your songs ascend the sky.”

Chorus,—
* Cheerfully, cheerfully, then we'll give,
Thankfully, thankfully, while we live,
For the Holy Scriptures say
Give my Gospel, give to day.”

If children pass the baskets, let them stand

before the teacher after gathering the offerings,
and lead the school in the recitation :

“ 8mall are the gifts that we can bring,
But thou hast taught us, Lord,

If given for the Saviour's suke,

They lose not their reward,”

As the teacher receives the baskets, let all pray,
with heads bowed:

“ Dear Lord, our little offeri 1gs take,
And bless them for the Saviour's sake,
Amen!”

Or the following, from the Canadian ilwuml
No. 115:

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee:
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseles praise,

Take my silver and my gold

Not a mite would I withhold :
Take my intellect and use

Every power as thou shalt choose.

One with Them.

Mgs. Luckeria MiLLarp Trear, a well-known
kindergartner, says: “ Be sure your stories bring

before the children healthy, happy, noble ideals
of character,”

Again, Mrs. Treat writes: “Enter into sym-
pathy with the children you teach.” She tells an
incident of a little boy who had not seen her for
two years. He was going to have a birthday
party, and when asked whom he would like to
invite he answered: “Mrs. Treat and some other
boys” The teacher had been one with the chil-
dren until age and sex were for the time forgotten.

> S—

Conditions in the Pri-
mary Class,

Physical

BY JUBIA E, PECK.

Wuen the wind is in the east, a certain well-

trained primary teacher makes changes in her les-
son plan,

“The weather affect the children ¥ What non-

sense!™ gome one remarks. Bt it is even 20, 18
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anyone who teaches nine months in the year, includ-
ing Sundays, can testify. We primary teachers
have learned to look first atthe weather vane, and
then at our lesson text. If the weather is fair, we
plan a lesson in which the children are to give
close attention to an explanation of the text, and
to have a good deal of memory drill besides, If,
however, the children have been ho

d for a day
or two on account of the weather, and are to appear
in Sunday school, trailing behind them heavy, wet
umbrellas, we may prepare for a restless season,
in which the childven, set loose from the bondage
of those cumbersome umbrellas, are going to find at
once a safety valve for long-pent-up spirits, and
unless hands and feet are kept quite busy, they
will probably make a general disturbance.

I have found it a good plan to arrive early on a
rainy day, and at once set the children to work
arranging chairs, cleaning blackboards, ete,  Seat-
ing the “bad boys™ on the front seats, not for
punishment, they clearly understand, but telling
them they must be ready to jump up and help to
take umbrellas from the babies, to pass books, ete.,
and hearing that they are expected to “fly to the
rescue " at a moment’s notice, they are on the alert
and watchful.

We have on such a day marching and motion |
songs, interspersed judiciously with memory drill |

and lesson text. Another thing we have to be
caveful about, especially in mission classes, and
that is to watch the children closely, for they often
arrive feeling out of sorts; but lacking the judg-
ment of older members they come in spite of a
threatening attack of illness, and this because their
parents have heard no complaint, and have been
too busy to note their appearance. For instance,
a disorderly little squeal came from one corner of
a certain classroom—the cause, a pin prick. No

incident is unimportant in a primary class, That |

pin was fastened in a boy’s pocket ; the reason of
it being there, mamma wrote a note to “ teacher "
and pinned it in for safety,  Although it was nearly
time to close, the teacher stopped to read the note
at the risk of loging the force of her application :

“Dear Miss A: My three youngest children all
have the measles. If youthink best, send J. home,
ete.”

In a round of visits among primary Sunday
schools in a certain county, I noted that well-pre-
pared lessons on the part of the teacher were the
rule ; but there were instances where the teacher
was #0 absorbed in the lesson that the physical
condition of the children passed entirely unnoticed,
In one room, a conscientious teacher, who had

studied her lesson thoroughly, stood before her
class, determined to teach and apply every word.
In this small room, overcrowded with children, the
windows were all closed, and as a matter of course
attention lasted until the air became vitiated, and
even then there were several eager to listen, but
their poor little heads felt so badly they could not.
“My child is used up all day Monday from the
effects of Sunday school. Why is it?" says one
mother,

In another primary class, the teacher is all ani-
mation and interest, enthusiastic to a degree. It

happened on this occasion that the weather was
cool, and doors and windows were opened on three
sides of the room. The visitor, intensely inter-
ested, stayed just as long as she could bear the
draught. The order hére was perfect. All were tak-
ing active part, for questions by this expert teacher
called for correct answers from thoroughly taught
children, Here, too, the lesson held the teacher.
Her loud voice, not otherwise disagreeable, was
tiving the more delicate children. They were grow-
ing nervous under the strain of close attention,
which from the very nature of teacher and lesson
they could not fail to give. The visitor saw signs
of two headaches and a sore throat among these
attentive children. These children, though, were
scarcely conscious of discomfort—they hadn’t time
to feel it, but the visitor from long experience with
such babies, watched anxiously the little hands
pressing tired heads, and the child who swallowed
frequently with an unmistakable effort and a twist
of his little neck.

Tt is a bitter cold day when we visit another class,
room, but the ventilation here is good. Oue chilly
babe sits in the teacher’s lap, nestling against her
warm fur coat, This teacher remains quite placid
though interruptions are many, for this is a mis-
sion class.  One child is out of order; he is divid-
ing candies with his mates, but the teacher sees
more than this, she sees at a glance that one child
declines the candy, Thisis a most alarming symp-
tom, and will bear close investigation, The child
is discovered to be quite flushed and feverish, and
is led home at once in the care of an older sister.
The Bible lesson goes on, but the cold are warmed
and comforted, ventilation is studied, and health
conditions closely watched, There are countless
interruptions, of course; but what can you expect

in a primary mission class ?

A primary teacher is not onlya teacher, but she
must make up her mind to be a nurse, a sister of
merey, and a mother, all in one,

ey
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How We Spell Christmas.
BY OLIVE E. DANA,

[Tmis Christmas Exercise is intended for twenty
children. The letters forming the acrostic
be of evergreen, and may be hung on hooks set
for them in a small gilded board. Or, if preferred,
the letters may be placed beforehand, and indi.
cated by the children as they come forward, Or
the dord may be lettered upon the blackboard in
colored crayons, Any familiar songs of Christmas
time may accompany the exercise, but they would

best come before and after it. No. 2 should hegin

to speak, in each case, as soon as No. 1 finishes, ]

4

1. Perhaps you think there is only vae way to
spell Christmas ¥ We used to think £0, too. It
took just nine seconds, unless you left out the T,
and didn’t remember you were forgetting ! But
we have found out another It takes a little
longer, but we like ic better, All the old letters
are init.  We want you to hear us spell it in our
way, now,

IL
. C—for the Christ-Child, who, long ago
Lay in & manger, rude and low,

. C—for the children, one and all,

On whom the gifts of his coming fall,

111

. H—for the heaven whence he came,
With angels his advent to proclaim.

. lI—for the homes that grow glad and bright,
And the happy hearts, on Christmas night.
Iv.
. R—for his reign on the earth alway,
For his royal reign in men’s hearts to-day.
. R—for the royal deeds of love we do,
You to me, and I to you,
And both of us to our neighbor, too !
v
. I—for the inn that no room could make
For him who gave that we all might take.
. I—for the ills he bore at last for our sake,
i
. 8—for the shepherds’ and angels' song,
Strains that to all the years belong.

. Glory to God in the highest, and then,
Peace upon earth and good will to men!

| is modest,

L {18
« T—for the tender hearts we keep,
While the Christmas snows are drifted deep.
. T—for the Christmas tree and the fruit it
lifts,
With the loving hands behind the g

VIIL
« M—for the magi, the wise men, who
Brought gold and frankincense and rue,
. M—for the Merry Christmas time,

With the gift and glee, the cavol and chime,

IX.
+ A—for the angels who sang of him,
To the shepherds three, in the miduight dim.

. A—for the answer, in homely speech,
Of the gifts of love our hands may reach.
X.
« 8—for the Saviour, who long ago
Laid in a manger, rude and low,
. S—for the service of true, kind deeds,
Day by day, as the Christ-Child leads,

XL

This is the way we spell it. ' We don't mean to
forget it. And we think that maybe, if we spell
it s0, some child who doesn’t know what it brings
will learn about it. It will take candy and picture
books, and dolls and sleds, and maybe hoods and
mittens, to tell them. And very likely it will take
some of the pennies we meant to spend for our
own selves to get the things. But they will know
what it means, then! We wish youa Merry Christ-
mas !

Building Character,
BY BERTHA F. VELLA,

One has said that
“ the only way for a child to know a Christian is to
see one,” This is true, and leads us to realize thag
the little people need models rather than critics.
So let us be ever mindful that “the highest
path is pointed out by the pure ideal of those
who look up to us, and who, if we tread less
loftily, may never look so high again.””  As Rus-
kin has said: “It is the character of children that
we want, and must gain at our peril ;" let us see
briefly in what it consists,

The first character of vight childhood is that it
A well-bred child does not think he

To do it is necessary to be.
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can teach his parvents, or that he knows every-
thing. Then the second character of right child-
hood is that it is faithful, Perceiving that his
father knows what is best for him, and having
found always, when he has tried his own way
against his, that the father was right and he was
wrong, & noble child trusts him at last wholly.
Then the third character of right childhood is
love. Give a little love to a child and you get a
great deal back. And because of all these char-
acters, lastly, it is cheerful. Puttingits trust in its
father, it is careful for nothing; being full of
love to every creature, it is happy always, whether
in its play orin its duty. So weare to have the
child's character in these four things—humility,
faith, charity, cheerfulness, If we would win the
children we must cultivate these characteristics,
becoming as a little child.

0, may power be given us to so teach the great
truths of God to these little thinkers, and to so
live before, no, with them, that when we dwell
yonder with “Christ and the children™ we may
welcome every little one who has ever been within
the reach of our influence!

FUR——

A Plea for Simplicity.
BY MRS, GEORGE ARCHIBALD,

Do not try to teach a little child a mystery. Tt
is worse than no teaching, The child cannot un-
derstand mysteries, and becomes hopelessly en-
tangled in things beyond its grasp. Time is
wasted and religious growth checked. We need
constantly to keep in mind that priceless motto,
“From the known to the unknown.”

One has but to question a dozen average chil-
dren to find that at least three fourths of them
have vaguest ideas of God, of true repentance, of
forgiveness of sins, of practical righteousness.
Their understanding of Jesus is better, because he
is blessedly presented to them as real—a God-
man, who loved them enough to die for them.
Yet they have rarely learned how to apply his
holy and divine life to their own without pretense,
or abnormal sanctity.

About everything else we talk to the child in-
telligibly, but when we speak of the soul-life the
tones of our voices are altered and our phrases are
such as carry no vital thought to the young mind.
An everyday voice and everyday common-sensible
language are good enough for Sunday work if we
are what we shoulid be in everyday life. 1f weare

uot, uo solemn intonations, no deft use of sound- |

ing, figurative expressions will lead the young to
love God and keep his commandments,

We fit our missionaries to speak to the heathen
in their own tongues, but too often we speak to
our precious children with a strange speech which
conveys to them no knowledge of the things that
might early lead to their soul’s salvation.

Shall we not adapt to the child’s thought the
truth we undertake to interpret? Is there any
duty more pressing in the Sunday school thay the
duty of simplicity ? Are we sure we know a truth
which we cannot make our pupils understand ¥

S S——

A Christmas Cradle Song.

Over the hills of Bethlehem
A white star hung one night ;

The low, gray walls of the littlc town
All lay in a silvery light.

Over the hills of Bethlehem
Three wise men came from afar;

“ Where is the baby King,” they said,
“ Who leadeth us by his star "

Over the walls of Bethlehem
The great, white star hung low ;

And they found the King on a manger throne,
And the kine in a kneeling row,

And gentle shepherds were at his feet
And over the manger throne—

A pale and radiant star of love—
The face of the mother shone,

Around the Baby of Bethlehem
The heavens once touched the earth,

And choirs of angels came thronging down
To carol the Saviour's birth.

0, where is the cradle of Bethlchem ?
And where is the baby King ¢

Thy heart, dear ehild, is the eradle throne,
And round it the angels sing.

And the King—the stars are under his feet,
All worlds are within his hand,

And when thou art grown in the grace of him,
Thy heart—it shall understand.

—Mary A. Lathbury.

.

Sermons Without Words.

Francis of Assisi one day stepped down into
the cloisters of his monastery and said to a young
monk, * Brother, let us go down into the town
to-day and preach.” 8o they went forth, the
venerable father and the young man, conversing
as they went,  Along the principal streets, around
the lowly alleys, to the outskirts of the town, and

8
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to the village beyond, they wound their way, re- |
turning at length to the monastery gate, Then
spoke the young monk, “ Father, when shall we
begin to preachy” « My child,” said Francis,
looking down kindly upon the young man, “ we
bave been preaching as we walked, and those

who have seen and heard us are the people we |
have met,”

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON X. (December 6.)
SOLOMON'S SIN. 1 Kings 11. 4-13,

Gorbexy Texr, “ Let him that thinketh he
standuth, take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 11, 12),

de

other part of Solomon’s life, that reminds us of the
fullen tree,  Can you think of anything that would
chunge Solomon from being strong and true to
being wealk ¢ Anything that would make him full ¢
not as the tree fell, but something that changed
liim, so that instead of st wing true and straight
in his life, made him fall trom right w ays? [Pring
*8ins " under * Solomon’s.”]  Where does sin

2

| begin? [Draw a heart around the words.] We

learn that there came a day when his * heart was

| not perfect with the Lord.” [Print * Not perfect "

at right of the heart. ]

[Show an apple cut so that the beginnings of
v can be seen, and explain how it is not perteet, |
thing had come into Solomon’s heart that
was spoiling it; it was no longer perfect 3 he fell
from the right ; he fell intosin,  Adam’s heart was
perfeet when God put him into the garden ; but

| what sin made him fall from the right and showed

that his heart was no longer perfect ! Solomon’s
heart “was perfeet before God” when he said

| (1 Kings 8. 9), but now it was not 80, because sin

Primary Notes.

BY MRS, J, H. POLHEMUS,

There was once a beautiful
tree that for many years
stood straight and strong,
but one duy it fell to the
ground.  Why do you sup-
pose this Lappened ¢ If you
had looked at the inside of
the trunk, into what we eall
the heart of the tree, you
would have seen that it was not perfect ; small in-
seets had gotten in and eaten so much of the wood
that the tree became weak and rotten ; it could no
longer stand straight and strong, it could no longer
bear the wind and storms, and had fallen,

Such a_tree mukes me think of a man of whom
youand I have learned much together; wel
seen him strong and handsome, r
powerful ; we have heard how his fume reaclied
fur beyond his own land and people, and how no
other man could compare with him in greatness;
what was his name? [Print “Solomon ™ with a
large “* 8,7 leaving room for other words beginning |
with the same letter beneath the name. |

What was it made Solomon so great? Who was
with him? How was his heart in the early part
of his life?  Right with God, A right heart, u heart
that loved and honored made Solomon stand true
and strong. | Print “Stand " ut the Jeft of o heart
that will be drawn around “Solomon,”] The first
part of Solomon’s lifee is like the tree when it stood
strong and beautiful, but what happened to the
tr What made it [print “full 2] The heart of
the tree did not keep perfeet, and so the whole tree
became weak, and one day fell,

P'mso sorry that we must learn to-day of an-

ave
h, wise, and

hud come into his heart. Lot us see what his sin
was. The Bible says, * Solomon loved many strange
women,” and made them his wives ; strunge
women” means heathen women who worshiped
idols; was that right ¢ Then his first sin was in
having [print * Strangs wive j A

Let us find out what these strange or heathen
wives made Solomon do, [Read 1 Kings 11. 4.
They turned his heart after whom ? - Then his heart
was turned away from whom 2 [Print “ Was turned
from God.”| Hear what he did [Read or tell verses
5-8].  Because Solomon built altars and offered
fices to these idols, he broke the first and
ond commandments and served idols [Print
erved idols™ and repeat one or both command-
ments, ]

O! liow Solomon had fallen from the right!
How would God feel? [Read verses 9,10.] Be-
cause Solomon turned from God to idols, hear how
he was punished, [Tell what is found in verses
11-13.]

Who could have kept Solomon’s heart perfeet ?
[Print “God ™ at left of the heart.] Neither Solo-
mon nor you and 1 can stand alone, but there is a
beautiful promise for us in the Bible. [Print 1s
able tomake us ™ under  God ” and over * Stand
(Rom, 14, 4).

If Solomon had a
from turning away

« God to keep his heart
and had obeyed God's com-
mands, God would have kept him from fulling to
the end of his life. It Solomon had been asked,
when he was first made king, if he would ever turn
from God, what do you think he would have suid ?
[Repeat Golden Text and print * Take heed?
above the heort),

Perhaps you think you eould never be as wicked
as Solomon.  Tknow yon would not do just whag
he dids but if any sin turns your heart from God
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then it will not be perfeet before him, and you will
full from the right.

[Repeat the Golden Text and urge that no sin be
allowed to ercep into the heart. Close with an
earnest prayer, |

SUGGESTIONS FOR Brackpoann CoLorIN,

“ olo m's
Heart, white ; S ',lh'f',‘ R durk red ;
)
“Stand,” yellow ; * God is able to make us,” yel-
low § * Fall,” green; * Not perfeet,” ** Turned from
God,” green ; “ Tuke heed,” white

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.
Kixpereanrey  Depantsent,  Solomon’s Sin.
1 Kings 11, 6-10; Prov. 8, 13

()

Gorpex Texr,  “The way of the Lord is
strength ' (Prov, 10, 29),

Aws 1o tHE Kixpercartser,  1oly Bible,
Prov, 45 A New Life in Education (Durell), pp.
114-1185 Zhe Ascent of Man (Drummond), p. 1
“The Dawn of Mind™ (commencing at Mentul
Pathology, * Mental progress downward,” ete.
The Mind of the Master (Watson), pp. 1t
& The law of spiritual gravitation,”

ATTENTION STORY.
We have talked of the wonderful lite of Solomon,
his good ways and good works.  Our lesson to-day

tells us that he was just like some of us, Do |

you wonder how? 1t was not beeause he was a
King andjwore a crown, For we are not kings und
queens, Wedo not have real erowns, We have
not forty thousand horses and chariots, 8o we ure
not like him in that, ¢ither,

We will see that this king, who lived long ago,
knew how to be good, and yet was naughty some-
times, Is that not like u ITe wrote about wis-
dom, goodness, and seeing God 3 but, after all this,
he listened to the people who
hedid just as they did, The BB suys that he did
not follow in God’s ways as his fathér David had
done, low sorry we ¢ The heavenly Father
was sorry, even more sorry than futhers are now
when their sons do naughty aets,  Solomon had
written about wisdom and understanding ; therefore,
we wish that he had remembered this always and

ed to idols, and |

lad been good,  Let us read about it. The lurge
boys and girls may find the place and read aloud
all the words they can.  [We find them in 1 Kings
11, 6-10; Prov., 8. 13;4. 7.]

Explain unusual words: “ Evil,” “ concerning,”
* wisdom,” ¢ prineipal,” ¢ understanding.”

OUTLINE,

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, Golden
Text, and couversation about the story.

Monday. Tulk about verse 6, impressing upon
the children the thought that, though Solomon had
been taught by his father just how to work in the
right way, he chose to be naughty.

Tuesday. Study the lust clause of verse 10, and
conneet it with Exod. 20, 3. Explain with sim-
plicity the unity of God, one God over all,

Wednesday, Talk of wisdom, Whatisit? Who
! Refer tothe Queen of Sheba, who came
to visit the king, because he could teach her much,
Ile could tell her of what would make her wise,
Solomon had wisdom given to him of God.

Thitrsday. 'Talk of understanding, learning how
to think, how to do. After seeing a thing, or
observing with attention, a child is able to describe
what has been seen, thus showing that he has an
understanding of the object or action observed.

Friday. The Golden Text refers to the * way,” or
the  path,” as it is written sometimes.  Walking in
the right path makes a boy and a girl strong in body,
inmind, in heart. This Golden Text is very like
the one we had September 13,  Look on your eard
for that Sunday, and see the picture of a large stone
which you have colored gray, with green grass
around it,  Read what Solomon’s father David said
about the Lord being to him a rock, a fortress, a
a shield, a high tower, a refuge, and a
Saviour. (28am 3.)

Narere Tavk, Speak of the seasons, and
explain to the children that this is the first
winter month,  Read to them the promise found in
Gen. 8, 22, that winter *shall not fail,”” and here it
is with us again,  The winte and winter sports
delight all children, Lead them to speak of snow,
and they will be interested to know of this form of
water, Ice is water, too.  How pretty icicles are!

are wis

deliverer,

How are icicles formed ?

Arr Work. Show them some picture of a snow-
storm, or of a farmhouse and barnyard, with the
animals in it

Ilaxp Wong, Let the children draw and sew
snow erystals,

The Transrrion Crass may outline or sew the
words, “He giveth snow like wool,” and commit
this textto memory. (Psalm 147, 16.)

Science ar Home wirn Morner, Talk of obedi-
ence and walking in the right way. Father,
mother, and all may be helpful to each other, as all
try to find wisdon’s ways. Review what God has
put into the home and in our life for our good.
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LESSON XI. (December 13.)
CAUTIONS AGAINST INTEMPERANCE,
Prov. 23. 15-25,

Gorvex Texr.  * For the drunkard and glutton

shall come to poverty " (I’rov, 23, 21),
Primary Notes.
I want to tell you to-day a
Kind of fuiry story or fuble—

astory that isnot really true,
but is very interesting, and
that can teach us something,

It is about a man named
Ulysses, who
traveler,
neys he had to pass that part of the shore of Italy
The sirens were a kind of
mermaid, very beautiful to look at, and with love ly

waus a great

In one of kis jour
where the sirens lived,
voices, but really they were very bad, hateful crea

tures. They
ships were passing, that the sailors would let their

sed to sing 8o sweetly on the shore as

ships sail upon the rocks in order to come to the m;
the rocks would destroy the ships and the sailors
would be drowned, which the sirens did not mind,

Ulysses was a wise traveler, and knowing the
danger determined to be ready for it. Calling his
suilors together he told them of the sirens, and
that they must row past the dangerous spot for their
lives. Then he put wax in their ears so they should
not hear the singing, but put none in his own, In-

stead, he made the sailors bind him to the mast,

and in this way they reached the spot.  The sirens

came out and sang their sweetest songs, but the

sailors couldn’t hear, and Ulysses, tho gh he would
like to have gone to them, could not because he was
tied fast, and o they got by safely.

That was a very good plan, wasn't it? But the
story tells of a better.  Some other travelers had to
pass this spot, but in their ship they «
derful singer named Orpheus,  Every

ied a won-

y he sang
ns singing

for them, and when they passed the s
on the she

s they only laughed, for they had a
sweeter singer right on the ship with them, and in
listening to him they had no wish to listen to the
wse it left the
sailors free and took away the sirens’ power—put

sirens.  This was a better way, be

something better and stronger in its place.

I want to talk a little now about something that
is like the sirens in the way it attracts people; like
For
fear this siren mightsom day attract and harm you,
T want to tell you how you can be ke pt safely.

This danger lies in a g

them in the way it draws many to destruetion,

cat many places—in gay

and beautiful houses: in wretehed, miserahle rooms;

cellars and atties ;

in elegant dining rooms ; in
in city and country. . you ean find it everywhere!
Let me tell you how it attracts people. A poor,
ind it whispers, “T can rest

tired man comes near
and comfort you, only come to me.” 'To the man or

woman in trouble it says, *“Come, and you will

forget all your troubles and be huppy.”  To the
boys it says, ““ Come, I will make menof you,” Ta
every k
[ draw,

ind of pe uk 80 us to

it knows how to spe

Las it promises to what is good, no—listen

to what those find who are drawn awuy from the
right.

Instead of joy and hay piness they find wounds,

| quarrels, darkened eyes, dizzy head poverty, rugs,

and  sorrow, Print rings Sorrow, o erty
(I’rov. 21, 20 What name shall we give this
[ siren?  [Print * Drink.™) [Tell  how rocks
wreeked the ships that run upon them, and then
show how drink wrecks and spoils human lives,
illustrating by some  known example.  Pring
A wrecked Body and Soul.” |
| You and I want to know how to live 80 thut

drink will have no power over us, There are two

ways, Solomon says, (Prov, 3. 81); that is a good
way. If you would be safe, touch—taste—handle
not. [Show a pledge and expluin its use.] These

wuys remind me of how Ulysses and his sailors
went safely by the sirens, The pledge and the
promise are good ways to keep from drink ; but
there is a better,

You remember the other ship that earried the
If we fill our hearts
and lives with something better, if we

sweeter singer with the men,

have some

one stronger with us all the time, drink wil)
lose its power. Who will stuy with us?  [Pring
ifety for.”]  low

’ “Jesus brings Joy, Comfort, §
| ean we have Jesus all the time? We can carry
him in our—[make a heart around Jesus|,

Drink is, O! so strong, but Jesus is stronger ;

with him to help and his work to keep us busy, our
bodies and souls will be safe from the powerofdrink,

SvaeEsTIONS For BLacksoarp Covrorineg, He urt,
white;  Drink brings Sorrow, Pove rty, A wrecked,”
*“Jesus brings Joy, Comfort, Suft ty for,?

orange;

blue; * Body and Soul,” white,

DRINK

BODY AND SOUL

Kindergarten Hints.
DepanTyeNt A
Lesson. Prov, 23, 21: Matt. 6. 81, 82, last clause,
Goroen Texrs,  Twill give them water” (Num.,
* Give us this day our daily bread * (Matt,

KixveErcanres Temperance

21, 14).

19, 11),
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Amwsro T Kixvkreanrser, Holy Bible, Prov,
245 The Four Pillars of Temperance (published by
Nutional Temperance Society, New York),

ATTENTION STORY,

Solomon had written muany wise words, and
sometimes he talked about people cating, drinking,
and sleeping so much that they made themselves
poor mul ragged.  Long before Solomon’s time,
God had given to the peoplein the wilderness the
bread and the water that they needed.  The clear,
sparkling water is a gift of God which will do good
1o us, aud will build us up, and refresh us,  ow
thankful we all are for water! v little birds
and chickens are thanktul for a drink of this water
which God hus given to people, to animals, and to
every living thing.  Water is one of the greatest
and best gifts of God to us, for we have more uir,
light, and water than anything else in this world,
We will read what King Solomon said about this.
[Read P'rov. 23, 21.] Long after that these words
were written, which Jesus had spoken.  [Read Matt,
6. 31, 32, last clause ] Over here in the first purt
of this wonderful book a promise is written, [Read
Num. 21.16.] And here in Matt. 6. 11, isthe prayer
which we will r(-pvm together, ** Give us this x]uy
our daily bread.” [These two verses about water
and bread the children may write upon the black-
bourd. |

Explain unusual words in these passages,

-

OUTLINE.
Attention “tory,
conversation,

Monday.  Lead the thoughts of the children to
an admiration o industry, and explain simply how
industry and temperance are like brothers, but
idleness goes with drinking and eating what we
should not touch,

Tuesday. Have the children unders
clothing comes from God,

Sunday. Bible and

lesson,

and  that
e provides the eloth-
ing of feathers for the birds, wool for the lumbs,
and hair and soft fur for 3 but he
gives the materials only forman's elothing, and he
allows people to make their own clothes, Then
Ile knows that we
have need of these things, and he would not have
us think too mueh of what we shall eat and drink
Let us not think very much about
these things, but do our work whatsoever it may be,

Wednesday.
wandering about in the willderness, and eould not
buy bread or find water, he @ave both to them,
Let us repeat together the promise written in Num,
21. 16,

Thursday.  Tulk of bread,
No one could starve

other anima

they are working with him,

and wear,

When many of God's people were

We
it he have br

have it cevery
ad and

Jesus taught this prayer to those

day.

water every day,

who followed Bimg and it is for all peaple,

Friday.  One than Solomen into
this world to show people just how to Le good, and
he was not like these Kings, David an
They were good for a long time, and then gave up
The perfect

wiser came

Solomon,

trying to be good, and were naughty.

one who was to come was God’s Son, and this hook
is full of promises of his coming. By und by the
sume true, just as all God's promises do.
Our next

promise

Jesus the good and the perfeet one came,
lesson will be about him,

Narvne Tark,  There are many topics suggested
by this lesson, The uses of water, The need of
Describe its preparations for food, first
coming from the wheat, and being made ready for
the table.  Materials for elothing will be an in-
teresting topie, for one may talk of what our cloth-
How are different animals clothed?
Some of them furnish clothing for us,

bread.

ing is ma

Arr Work, Show a large and good picture

of Niagara Fulls to illustrute abundance of water;

also show a sen view, if possible. Tell the children
bf Raphacl, who painted the picture of angels
like these upon the card of to-day.

Haxp Work.  The little children may choose
which they will pieture: a loaf of bread in clay,
a head of wheat on the blackbourd, orthe outline
of a river,or brook in the sand table,

Tue Transimion Crass may outline the words
of the lesson card,

Science at Houe witn Morugn,
for us in our homes,

Talk of God’s
eare in providi Allow
children to talk of that passage, * Your heavenly
therknoweth.,” e knoweth all about the home
life and the home love,

LESSON XII. (December 20.)

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. Matt. 2. 1-12.

Gowpen Texr,  “ And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for behold, 1 bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people ™ (Luke
. 10).

Primary Notes.

I read in the newspaper one
day of a man who received
word from Englund that a
great deal of money had been
left him. What kind of news
or tidings were they ? [Pring
“Good ™ on the left side of
the board and ¢ Tidings ** on
e hiad been a poor man, who had had
od tidings would

the right. ]
a hard time to get along, o thesc
give him mnch what 2 [Print ¢ " under * Tid-
T am sure his heart woald rejoice.  [Muke
a h in the eenter of the bhoard, and print
“Rej ” Tow many would rejoice
heeause of these * good tidings 2"

There was onee u city that was in great trouble.

Joy

ings.”)

inside of'it,]

my had come against it, and had eamped
of the wall that was all around it; no one

dared go inor out.  The enemy had kept the peo-
[ ple shut up solong that the food had given out, and

| A grea
outside
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many were dying of hunger.  But one day amessen
ger came with the news that all the soldiers in the
enemy’s eamp had gone, and outside of the city’s
gates was plenty of food, What kind of tidings
were these? The hungry, sturving people were
filled with great joy. [Print “ Great” below
“Glad”] T wme sure many hearts in that city

rejoiced 3 this time not only one funily, but a whole
eity full, were made glad ; these good tidings were for
1-16),

we are to cclebrate the bringing of

many (2 Kings 6.
On Friday

good tidings of great joy "

tidings that were
brought many years ugo, und yet they seem as good

to-day as when they were fisst told, What day
will we call Friday ¢ Christmas Day. W

it give you joy to have Christinas come ¢

T'o-day
we are to tell again the story of the fiest Chiristmas,
We will think
came that day, and why they were * good tidings of
great joy.”

Let us think first about the Garden of BEden,
Who lived there?  Why did Adam and Eve have
to leave the garden 2 In the midst of their troubles

in about the ** glad tidings " that

was there anything to make them glad¢ What
promise did God givethem.  That one day he would
send the world a— [print * A Baviour,” helow the
wve studied o greut deal about these
g ve found that
men and women, instead of being good and obedi-
ent, were what ¢ The world was full of sin, but in

n sinned, and we

the midst of the sorrow and suduess sin made, every
now and then, wouid come a new promise of a
Saviour who would save from sin.  These promises
were like sweet bells ringing out “good tidings of
great joy.”  [Repeat a few of the promises in words
the children can understand (Isa. 7. 143 9. 63 Mal.
3. 15 Zech. 9. 95 Micuh, |

The years rolled away, and at last the time had
come for God to keep his promise.  [Now tell briefly
but vividly the story in Luke 2. 1-20, laving the
children repeat the Golden Text at the right place
in the story—then give the aceount found in Matt,
2. 1-12. When talking of the star, make onc that
has been previously outlined behind the heart,
with rays of light strezming from it.]

What a glad day that was for the shepherds and
wisemen! Why? Who had come ¢ [Print * Jesus,”
a letter at each point of the star.] For what had
Jesus come? A Saviour for only tl eshepherds and
wise men? For whomt [Print “ior all” below
“Saviour.”] Then for whom were these good
tidings the angels brought so long ago ?

Many years before Jesus came, o good woman
sang a sweet song. The first words of that song
were, ** My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, . . . because I
rejoice in thy salvation” (18am. 2.1). Justalittle
while before Jesus was born, Mary, Jesus's mother,
sung almost the same words, [Repeat Luke1. 46, 47,
You and I ought to sing the same song to-day,
because of the ** good tidings of great Joy 3 " beenuse

the Suviour * for all” people has come,  us Jesus
forgiven your sins ¢ Is he your Suviour? lle is

ur, and u

my Suvio this glad Christmas time my
hieart rejoices,  [Print  my " over the heart,] Cun

You say 5o t It 50, wecun sing with glud voices

our Chiristas carol on Chiristmas Day, when

your presents and good tines muke you happy,

remember that all the d times come because

Jesus was born a Suviour * for people
SUGGESTIONS For Bracksoaro Covorizag, Heart,

L Great )

white ; Star-ruys, ** Good Tiding

yel-

low: *Jesus, a Suviour for all,” white; * Res

joices,” bright red,

e &
J// SAV‘TOU R

FOR ALL

Kindergarten Hints.
KiNpERGARTEN  Departsest. The  Birth of
Christ.  Luke 2. 8-20.

Gorpex Texr.  * Behold, T bring you good ti-
dings of great joy " (Luke 2. 10),

As 1o THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible, Matt.
2. 1-12: City of David (Andrews); In a Manger
(Farrar): Oratorio of the Messiak (Iandel): “ For
unto you achild is be

n, . . . oand the government
Wonderful !
Counselor! The Mighty God! The Eyerlasting
Father? 'The Prince of Peace !

shall be upon his shoulders,

ATTENTION STORY,

Here is the dear old story, but the only old story
that is new every time we'tell it.  From'it we hear
of the field, the she pherds, the angels, glory, good
tidings, a multitude of angels all singing, Bethle-
hem, the same city where David lived, and the
manger, and, best of all, the little Christ-child who
came to our earth and to our life, We all like to
look at a little baby, do we not, little people? In
our lesson to-day we are asked to think of Jesus,
the most wonderful baby ever born into this world,
At the beautiful Christmas time we remember his
birthday, and how glad we are to have it eome ! It
is the day of joy and gladness toeverybody who hus
read the wonderful Christmas story. ‘We wish
that all people in this world had heard it, and we
will always tell it to as many people as we can,

One night, long ago, some shepherds were out
in a field watching their flocks of sheep, when an
angel came near to them, and the whole place be-
came light and beautiful, The shepherds were
afraid, but the angel said, ** Fear not ! How many
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tinies those words are written in this Book
we will never be afraid it we remc m\u-l t
word says tous all, * Fearnot!” T}

them very huppy by saying, 1 wood
tidings ! That means some thing b 1l which
for eve Py~

? 1 \nll h L'Lul to hmr, andat is a story
oy 1 people.”  Then the angel told them
that the Iulv\ Jesus was in Bethlehen, and * sud-
denly "—that means like a surprise—they h
niuny voices singing abont praise, and pedace, and
kindness to others, The shepherds said one to
another, © Let us go over to 5.. thlechem and sce
this that has been told to us ;" and they started off
to the little town of Bethlehem. Now let us read
about it, [Read Luke 2, 8-20.]

Explain unusual words: “Abiding,” ¢ shone,”
“tidings,” “swaddling clothes,” * multitude,”

¢ hest,” ** abroad.”

OUTLINE.
Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,
Monday. 1t was while the faithful shepherds

were busy at their work, watching the flocks, that
the glory and the light and the song came to them.
Sometimes it is when people are busy and alone
that God’s sweet messages come to them,

Tuesday. 1f we could hear the angels sing, how
pleasant it would be! We shall hear them some
duy, beeause God has some beautiful surprises for
us; more beautiful than anything we have ever
seen or heard.  We shall be about our work, doing
it well each day, and, when the work is all done,
the * beautiful Zion built above™ will be ready for

us.  Let us be sure that we are ready, with our
work well done.
Wednesday. **They made known abroad "—

that is, the shepherds told everybody as soon as
they could, We tell good news juickly ; we
can tell this same story to the children who have
not heard about it,

Thursdgy. Everyone who heard the story
““wondercd” (verse18), It seemed too good to he
true, but how glad we all are that it was true and
that it is true!

Friday. The Golden Text means that Jesus
canme to show his love for you, little people, and to
bring peace and love to your homes and to your
hearts.  This is the message to you of * good tid-
ings of great joy.”

Narvre Work, You may study horses, theirap-
pearanee, and some things concerning them spoken
of in the Bible. Although a ho knows very
much, yet he has not understanding, as we have
(sce Psalm A is
spoken of in Zech. 1. 8, a white one in Rev, 6. 2,
and a hlack horse in Rev,

Anrr Wonrk, The teacher 1 from multiplied
Christmas pictures, choose a representation whicl
will carry its lesson to her little ones

Haxnp Work, Let the kindergarten children
build « little eity in the sand table, putting moun-
tains back of it

32, 93 Jumes 3, 3 red horse

6. 5.

SCH O ()L l‘ 1 NNER.

The
on the
NCIENCE

Trassimon Crass may outline the words
card,

ar Hose witn Mormnen,
Santa Claus means anyone who gives,

Explain that
He is any-
one who forgets himselt and is busy trying to make
others buppy.  Any one of the
be us, for there is
Cluus, except as it is some one who gives
Do not little people, of what * Sunta
Claus is to bring me,” but think, * 1 Santa
Claus, and Tam thinking of what I will give, not
of what Ishall get."  God’s word says it is more
blessed to give than to have things given to us,

little people may

not any real Santa

Sunta

to others,
talk, dear
T

LESSON XIII. (December 27.)
REVIEW,
Let us hear the

GoLpen Texr, conclusion of

the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments :
(Eecles,

for this is the whole duty of man
12. 18).

Primary Notes,

[Have drawn on the board
a large wheels with twelve
spokes, and in the beginning
of the lesson, as you let the
children count them, pluce
the number at the outer end
of the spoke; show them
that the hub is the center of
the wheel from which the spokes radiate, and that
the tire holds and binds all together.]

Can snyone think why I have put this wheel on
the board # Because it is to be a lesson-wheel ; how
many lessons have we had this quarter ¢ Then the
twelve spokes are to stand for the twelve lessons,
Have you noticed that every Sunday this month we
have drawn the sume picture on the board?  Each
Sunday we have drawn a heart. Why ¢ Because
the lessons were heart lessons,  Indeed, all Bible
lessons should be hidden in our hearts, and work
out from our hearts into our lives, and so instead
of'a hub to this new kind of a wheel we will make
a heart, [Rub out the hub, and in its place make a
heart.] Now let us print in the center of the heart
412 lessons " learned, beeause we are to tallg over
twelve lessons and see what heart lesson we can
learn from cach.  Against cach spoke we will print
the lesson we have learned and are going to pruc-
tice in our lives,

We have still another part of the wheel.  What
isit? You remember we said the tire bound the
spokes together and held them in their places, The
Golden Text is to be the tire of our lesson wheel,
for we shall find, when we learn the words of it,
that if we do what it says, we shall be sure to keep
every one of our twelve lessons, not only in our
hearts, but will obey them in our lives,

w |u|l great man have we been studying about
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this quarter? Whose son was Solomon? When
David was too old to rule his people well, whom
did he make king in his place 2 What was the first
[Have the title re-
was done when

lesson we had about Solomon
citel.] Who tell me w
Solomon was anointed king? [Choose some child
to tell the story of 1 Kings 1. 82-40.] Just before
David died he gave a eharge to Solomon § he told
him to be strong and show himself a man, and
what else?  [Repeat the Golden Text.] In whose
wuys was 8

non to walk ? - Then the first lesson

we learned this qu

rter was, that not only Solomon,
but you and I

to walk in God’s ways; that
meuns to obey and follow him, [Print * Walk."]

As the lessons are reviewed, bring out the truth
that was taught from cach one, printing it aguinst
the numbe

1 spoke. For the second lesson, print
‘““Be wise;" for the third, “Ilonor;” for the fourth,
“Say No,” and sing * Yield not to temptation.”
Review the fifth and sixth lessons together, re-
minding the children that we are building our
characters and lives every day, and that as Solo-

mon gave God the temple he built we should give
our lives, ourselves, to him, Print * Build,”
*Give,” and sing in connection the * Building
Song,” used when the lesson on building the
temple was taught,

[For the seventh lesson print “God Blesses ;" for
the cighth, “ Obey ;" for the ninth, * Serve ;" for
the tenth, “ Take Heed ;" for the eleventh, * Jesus
Saves ;" and for the twelfth, * Rejoice,” singing
one of the Christmas carols used the Sunday pre-
vious.]

Our lesson-wheel is full of lessons, but as we
finish the story of Solomon’s life we want to re-
peat some very nice words he once [Repeat
the Golden Text, and print “Fear God and keep
his commandments " in the tire of the wheel.] If
we fear or honor God we shall surely do every
one of these things that Solomon’s life and words
teach us we should, Will you “Fear God, and
keep his commandments ¢

Perhaps you may forget some of the stories we
have listened to together, but if these lessons have
fullen into the right kind of hearts, they will be
like the seed Jesus told about—seed that * fell into
good ground and brought forth much fruit.,” These
lessons, if your heart is like the * good ground,”
will not only stay in your hearts, but will be scen
in your lives by the beautiful fruits of obedience,
Serviee for God, hands, fect, and lives given to
God, you will *“ walk in the ways of the Lord,”

When you go home, make a wheel, and sce how
many of these lessons you ecan remember and
print.

Svaaestions ror Bracknoarn Coronivg, Wheel,
brown j Golden Text and ‘12 essons T
Joavtind orange §

g )

heart, white ; numbers, white; cach lesson a dif-
ferent color,

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNpERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Review,

GoLpex Texr. “If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments (John 14, 15),

ATTENTION STORY.

You remember, dear children, that all summer,
and during the ation Sundays, we were talking
about some one who had been a shepherd boy once,
He was obedient to his futher's message, and he
had gone home to find the good minister Sumuel
there ready to put the oil upon his head. This was
to show that le was chosen to be the king. We
remember that he wished to build something., What
was it, children? Did he build it? No! After
David had gone from the kingdom his son was
king, and then it was built.  We will talk of this
son to-day.

When the leaves were red, and the apples ripe
last October, we commenced to study about this
man. What was his name?  Yes, Solomon! Ile
once chose what he would rather have than any-
thing clse.  Children often do that, do they not ¥

Can you tell what he chose? It was wisdom, He
did not care so much to be rich or great, as he did
wish he might know a great deal,

God gave him more than he asked for, just as he
has given to us many things we did not expeet, and
your fathers and mothers give to you more thun
you ask.

He had money, and wisdom, and the love of the
people who knew him, Ile remembered his father's
wish about the temple, and he built it,

We will read about the time when it was finished,
and the people gave it to God, with prayer and
singing. [Read 1 Kings 8. 54 ]

Explain unusual words: “Supplication,” and
other words new to the children,

OUTLINE,
Sunday. Attention Story, Golden Text, and
conversation,

Monday. Suggest the chioice of knowledge which

| Solomon made, and afterward he wrote the Prov-

erbs, and spoke of futhers, mothers, children, and

| animals, even tiny little ones. In one song or pre

erb he said that four little things upon the earth

v wise: the ants, rabbits, locusts, and

spide [Read Prov. 80, 24-28.] Tle knew some-
thing about nature.

Tuesday. Tulk of the temple, of Hiram, and of the

| princes who hely the workmen to build it.

are

T——
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Wednesday, (Read 1 Kings 10, 1-
this wonder story, allowing the children to talk
about this visit of the queen who took so much
trouble to come that she might learn something,
The children may draw upon the blackboard a
picture of the throne, with six steps,

Lheursday. "Talk of obedience,

Friday. Dwell upon the promise of a coming
Saviour, und try to conneet the last lesson with the
preceding one. Jesus is the one perfeet life, and
He is King over all kings, forever,

Narere Work, Name the different materials
which were put into the temyple,
many topies, such as sto
fir, gold, and silver,
lions, and oxen,

They will suggest

iron, nails, brass, eedar,
Also show pictures of' lilies,
(1 Kings 7. 26, 29.)

Arr Work. Show pictures of the temple, and of

Kkings, quecns, and priests,

Haxo Work, The numerous nouns and seenes

SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNELR.

Buggest opportunity for various picturing of win- |

dows with sticks and rings; also,
may draw pictures of animuls,
Jjeets abound in this

The Traxsmion Crass may cover the beautiful
little holly braneh upon the lesson card,

ScieNce At Home witn tue Morner.  Tulk
of the Golden Text, It was Jesus who said, ¢ If ye
love me!™ For the suke of love we can, in the
home, do, say, and bear very much. For love's
sake we can follow Jesus and keep his command-
ments,

His word says to parents,  Provoke not your
children to wrath.” To children it says, “ Obey
your purents,” ¢ Honor thy father and thy mother,”
The home life and the home love were dear to Jesus
when he was on the earth, and he watches tenderly
each home now.

Lead the children to admire him as the one King
who never failed to be good and to do good,

eview,

Whisper Songs for December.,

TENTH LESSON,
Help us, Lord, each little one,
Thee to worship, thee alone;
May we ever love to he
Where thou leadest, close to thee,

ELEVENTH LESSON,
God has given me, his child,
This fair temple undefiled ;
Little temple of the soul !
I must kecp it clean and whole,

TWELFTH LESSON,

‘ Bright and joyful is the morn,
For to us a Child is born :

From the highest realins of heaven,
Unto us a Son is given,”

the children |
Muny fertile sub- ‘

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter.
Gre
OUR SUNDAY SONG.
pages 79 to 85,)
Teacher. Who loves little children ¢
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day,

TING,
(From Canadian Hymnal,

Class,

and forever,
Teacher. What did Jesus say about children ¥
Class, Suffer the little children to come unto

me, and forbid them not, for of such is the king-
dom of God.
Teacher. When should children come to Jesus
(luss. Behold, now is the day of salvation.
SiNG1
Teacher. What is it to pr
Class. To ask God for what we want, and to

“Come to Jesus,”

c 9

thank him for what he has sent to us,
Teacher. Why mu
Cluss,
Teacher, How should we pray ?
Class. With earnest, believing hearts,
[Prayer by teacher, followed by Lord’s Prayer,
all joining.] -
A Cuiup's Cre

we pray to God ¥
He is our Father in heaven,

I believe in God abov
I believe in Jesus’ love ;

I believe his Spirit, too,

Comes to teach me what to do;

I believe that I must be

True and good, dear Lord, like thee.

BirtHpay SERVICE,

OFFERINGS,

PrAYERHY AN from Canadian Hymnal pp. 85-86.

Review ¥ros tHE Boann,

GoLpex Text taught and explained.

SUPPLEMENTAL LESsoN,

MoTiON PRAISE SONG.
Hymnal, pages 86 to 88,

Tue LessoN Tavenr,

Ecuo Praver,

[While heads are still howed teacher repeats :]

From the Canadiuan

“ Remember God is watching you ;
For whether wrong or right,
No child in all this busy world
Is ever out of sight.
Yes, he who blessed the little ones
Is marking all you do,
Then let each word and thought and deed
Be honest, brave, and true.”

PartinG SoxG. “God be with you

Teacher. The Lord bless thee and keep thee.

Class. The Lord wateh between tltee and me
when we are absent one from another,




ADVERTISEMENTS

English Luthevan

Sunday School..

PrLysovti, Isp.
The Souvenirs were received. The deli ht of my s holars
over them seems to be without end, and as l e myself, T think
they are the nicest thing out. BioGiss,

WARNER, 8. Dak,
The Souvenirs are far superior to what 1 thought they
would be. Gro, Haxsox,

sOuvenirs ! Just the thing for

teachers to give schol
ars at Christmas.  Souvenir consists of two white
cards, ivory finish, round corners, onone of which
is printed in brightest gold the name of Sunday-
school superintendent, teacher, etc.; and vn the
other the names of pupils also in gold ; size 3x5}
inches, Cards are fastened together by a bow of
silk cord.

Send your order at on Money need not be
sent until after Souvenirs are received. Please
write names of scholars and matter for outside
card very plainly on sheet separate from rest
of letter. Send stamp for sample. Mention this
paper.

5 Souvenirs for %0,50 |
8 Souvenirs for

10 Souvenirs for $0.90
75112 Souvenirs for 1.00

If more than twelve Souvenirs are ordered, those above this number will be sold for 5 cents each.

THE BIXLER PRINTING CO., SA¥AL vover

ARt CALENDARS

The Children's Calendar,
dar, with Scripture texts .

Our Daily Portion. Block calendar, with
RERIDIAPD SBECE .o v540000ssaiinesiiovng

Watchwords., Landscapes, flowers and
Scripture texts. Twelve cards

Happy Days. Landscape and poetical
selections. Twelve cards

Haleyon Days. Pictures of unldrm ut
play,illustrating the seasons. Four cards

Royal Family Calendar. Portraits of
leading members of the Royal Famil
TWUVEORIAR v oo i550058 000 dinvrnans

Our Onward Way. Landscapes, flowe;
and Scripture texts. Twelve cards .

Fan Calendar. Silk cord, with tassels.
Twelve cards ...... sevnsronens

The Crescent (‘nlen(lur Four cards,
crescent shaped, with very pretty de-
T S R B A S

Block calen-

The Faithful Promiser. Landscapes,
0 20 with Scripture texts. Twelve cards.... %0 50
A Happy Year. Four panel cards, with
020 studies illust ative of the seasons 0 35
Every Day. Block calendar, with selec-
020 tions from celebratcd authors, for every
| [ T R , ... 035
020 The Dickens (aluml.lr l{lock. with
quotations from Dickens caesnp 035
0 25 | The Tennyson Calendar. Block, with
quotations from Tennyson 035

Red Letter Days. Block, with verses

0 35 from Miss Havergal.... O
Our Daily Guide. Block, with a te
0 35 from the Bible for every day .
Day Unto Day. Block, with a text from
0 35 the Bible for every day.. 0 35
The Cabot Calendar. '[‘vu.l\e u\rds
with events from Canadian K
0 35 numerous portraits

POSTPAID AT LIST PRICES.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

WESLEY BUILDINGS, -

TORONTO, ONT.

C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.

In ordering goods, or in making lnqulry concerning anything advertised in this Magaeine, you wm oblige the
advertiser, by staking that you 820 the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

"biigher, e weil as the ad




THE SUEZ CANAL.
Hlustrating articles on ** Following
the Flag—Our New Way 5 Z T
Around the World.” . v

ﬂbetlobbist fdagazine and 1R=eview

ENLARGED SIZE. || 1897. | NEW SERIES.

VOLS. XLV. AND XLVI. WITH 800 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months.
“GQuardian,” or * Wesleyan™ and MAGAZINE together, 82,75,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., Editor.

“The Canadian Church is to be heartily congratulated on its Magazine,”"—London Quarterly.
*It should be in every Methodist home.”—Kingston Whig.

“ Abreast of the most popular literary magazines. The articles are by scholarly men and
good writers,” —St. Louis Methodist.

i

|

Hiustrating ** The Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee.”

REVIEWS OF HIGH-.CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

27" Special Terms to Schools.—Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive.  Send for Special Rates.

SUPPLEMENT.

PLEASE CIRCULATE. Specimens Free on Applieation,




Tllustrating ** The
Appian Way and
its Memories,”

Fllustrated
s Hrticles.

the Flag—Our New Way Around the

Following
World.

Cabot’s Discovery of Canada.

New Zealand—the Scotland of the Antipodes.

Making the Empire—Around the World With the
Union Jack.

With Garibaldi’s Redshirts.

The Unspeakable Turk.

The Storm-centre of Europe,

The Historic Battle-ground of Europe.
The Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee.
Canadian Caricature Art.

In the Black Belt.

Nor’ard of the Dogger. Rev. J. G. Axawis.
Life in a Swiss Canton.

The Land of the Sky.

The Appian Way and its Memories.
Glaciers, their Formation and Action.
Rural England.

The Italian Lakes,

Through Bulgaria. Epitor.

Life in a Lighthouse. Rev. W.T. D. Dus~,
The Land of the White Elephant.

The Life and Times of Emperor William II, of
Germany.

The Crusade of the Children,
Across Siberia.

The Story of the Atlantic Cable. Miss HeLoise
Duruis,

Character Studies and Sketches,
WITH MANY ILLUSTRATIONS,

The Queen’s Long Reign. Siz Enwix Arxown,
Arminius and Arminianism. Du. D. D. Witkno,
The Poacher Turned Preacher.
Princess Alice of England. M, ),
A Yankee on the Bosphorus.
The Slave and His Champions v
“One and All," A Cornish Sketch. Rev. Iy

An Apostle of the Common People, Peter Mc-
Kenzie. Rev, W. H. Avaws

Mary Summerville, Woman and Scientist. Dr.
ABEL STEVENS,

Count Zinzendorf, the Friend of Wesley.
John Wesley—An Appreciation. Drax Farkan,
The White Fields of France, Rev.T.J. Parg, 1A,

A Medival Saint and Sage, Bernard of Clair-
vaux. Rev. Pror. WaLLACE,

Religion in High Places. The Life and Work of Sir
Arthur Blackwood. Epitor.

The Bach Family—A Musical Study.

The Ladies of Port Royal. Ebitor.

Theosophy and Christian Science.

Marie Stuart—A Vindication.

A Life of Faith; or, George Muller, of Bristol.
Oberlin and Neff—Swiss Pastors,

John Gossner and His Work.

Prof. Maria Mitchell.

Rev, R. Cavk,

Emitor,

v. DR, Lawnuy,

Pascor,

Miss Axyie Tavror,

Britain's Oldest Colony. Georae S, MiLLigay, LL.D,
Icelanders in Manitoba.

Miss Cora Hix,

Hlustrating ** In the Blaock Belt."




*——F

Serfal and Short Stories,

The Mills of God. A Methodist Serial Story.

The Boer's Daughter. A Tale of Majuba Hill. Tllus- .

trated,
Philip Strong. A Serial Story.
My Three Months in Gaol. W. T, Stean.
Some Tyne Folk.
Across the Continent on Foot.
The Gold Boom in Cariboo. Rev. A.
The Log of a Sky-Pilot. Mary 8. Haxcock.
The Miseries of a Palace. Miss N, Kikx,
Some Sailor Yarns. Rev.J. G. Axowiy,
Life in a Convent.
The Cow-Boy Preacher,
The Legend of the Holy Bones. Axmioxy Hore.
The Story of Petrarch and Laura.
Her Trial Sermon—A Lancashire Idyl

DR, JoSEPH PARKER,

Jony Jessor,

WNING.

REv. DR, MACLEAN,

WVWAAAN

Popular Science Papers.

Light, a Branch of Electricity.
Britain’s Role-in Science. Pror. WiLyorr,

Notes on Astronomical Research. Tios. Lispsay,

Lord Kelvin and His Scientific Work.
Recent Scientific Progress. Prixce Krororriy,
The Reign of King Trolley.

Wonders of the Heaven. M. Fuauariox,

The Unseen Universe.

The Curiosities of the Microphone. Miss N, Brock.

The Early Ages of the Human Race.
The Story of the Railway.

Tllustrating ** Through Bulgar'a.”

Hltustrating * The Italian w

Pror, C, H, Cuaxr,

Lakes."

AN

Social
and Religious .
Topics.

The Bible Known to the Early Christians. Rev.
PRINCIPAL SHA

some Current Tendenciu in Theology. Rkv. Dr.

Applled Chrllthmty Rev. W. H. Hixcks, LL,B,

Life and Character in Early Christian Centuries.
The Outlook of Prohibition in Canada. F. Srexce.
Through Prison Bars, Rev. DR. LATHERY,

The Politics of God. Rev. C. H. Huksms, M.A.

The Bible in the School; and, Industrial Train-

ing in the School. J. L. Hueues,
Evolution and Christian Faith. J. Acar Brer, B.D.

Manners and Morals of the Eighteenth Century.
W. BASKERVILLE, Pu.D,

The Church and Social Problems. Drax FARRAR.

Archaology and Criticism. Prov, A. 8. Savce.

Prison Gate Work, Miss C. SANDERSON,

'l’ho Turkish Janissaries. Rev.H. MacMiLLax, LL.D.
Work in Canada. Miss Scorr.

The Sunday School and the Church. Rv, A. Lucas.

WMAN

Missionary Sketches.
MANY OF THEM FULLY ILLUSTRATED.

Our French Work., Rev.T.G. WitLiaus, D,D.

Indian Missions in British Columbia. Rev.J. Greex.

Industrial Schools a Factor in the Solution of
the Indian Problem. Rev. Joix SeMMENS.

City Mission Work in Canada. Rev. H. H. Fisu.

Vikings of the North—Medical Missions in La-

brador. Dr. GRENFELL,
Bt. Paul.ulho Prince of Missionaries. Rev.J. Gii-
BERT,

The Congo for Christ. Ruv.J. S, WiLsiamsox, D.D.
Our Chinese Missions. Dr. V. Harr.
A Lone Woman in Africa. Miss My TWERDIE.




8wiss ViLLaor. — Illustrating * Life in a Swiss Canton.” — Swiss Ramin Housr,

CLUBBING RATES.

These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price
paid for Tug METHODIST MAGAZINE AND Review,
Reqular  Club
Price,

Rate.
Harper's Monthly Magazine ., 2400 8350
Century Magazine. ., 400 3 50
Atlantic Monthly . 400 850
Seribner's Magazin 3 00 2 60
St. Nicholas........ 3 00 2 50

47 Rend for Special Terms to Schools. w4
In ordering give Name and Post Office carefully,
A large and interesting Premium List of Books has also been arranged, from

which subscribers may select,

SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.

Register Letter and send to

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
WESLEY BUILDINGS, TORONTO, ONT.

C. W. Coates, MONTREAL ; oR, S. F. Huesris, HaLIFAX,
VWAAAAANAA

In addition to the programme announced important contributions are
expected by Revs, Dg. CaARMAN, CHANCELLOR Burwasi, PROF, Bavaney,
Dr. Bracksrock, Dg. Rosk, PRINCIPAL SpaRLING, DR, V., Hart, DoveLas B,
HeymE and other able writers,

The departments of WorLy's ProGRESS, CURRENT THOUGHT, RECENT SC IENCE,
Reuigrovs InteLLicesce and Book
Reviews will be kept up-to-date.




ADVERTISEMENTS

New India Paper Edition
e

NETHODIST ... _
Hymn Book
L d

Very popular last year as Christmas gifts
were these beautiful copies of our Hymn Book
printed on the celebrated Oxford India Paper
and in Oxford bindings :

24MO, BREVIER TYPE.

1 FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise.

8IZE, 5% x 3% x % Inches.

46A. Roan, limp, red under gold edges - $I 26
47A. Egyptian 8eal, yapp, red under gold

edges, round corners, leather lined - | 60
48A. Persian Morocco, yapp, r/g, r/c, silk

sewn, leather lined - - - - -

49A, Calf, limp, solid r/g, r/c, silk sewn -

176
2 60

12MO, OR OLD PEOPLE'S SIZE, PICA
TYPE.

1 EARER, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee ;
SIZE, 7} x 5} X 5 Inches.
53Al.ln°5‘fvptl'-n s‘nnl,.yap?. r,/_‘. rr?, I-?um.- 6

B4A. Persian Morocco, yapp, r'g, r/c, silk

sewn, leather lined - 3 60

We have never offered anything to the public
that we were better nlen!edywith ourselves, or
felt surer of others being pleased with, than
these India Paper Hymns. They are so light,
80 thin, so compact and well bound, that one
delights to handle them.

WE PAY

Internatidnal
S. S.
Lesson Helps

Illustrative Notes

A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons,
vith Original and Selected Com Methods of
Teaching, Ilustrative Stories, ete By Jrsse
Lymay Hurnsur and RoBERT REMINGTON DOHERTY,

Prics $1.25.
Peloubet’'s Select Notes

Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, Doc-
trinal gnd Practical. With Illustrations, Mayps, Pic-
tures, etc,, ete. Price $1.25.

Monday Club Sermons
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-school Lessons for
1897, by eminent preachers. Price $1.25.

Berean Lesson Books
No, 1,—The Beginner's. No. 2. —The Intermediate.
No. 3.—The Senior, Price 20c. each.

Golden Text Booklets
Sunday-school Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts. Price, post-
paid, each 3c., per doz. 35c.

Berean Leaf Cluster
Large Pictures, 24x34 inches in size, in eight colours,
illustrating the Lessons. Golden Texts printed in
large letters. Per quarter, $1.2, per year, $5.00.

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Coloured Pictures illustrating the International
Sunday-school Lessons. Similar to Leaf Cluster, it

with only four colours. Price, postpaid, per
quarter, $1.00, per year, $3.50.
POSTAGE

PRIZE AND
LIBRARY BOOKS ¥

shown.

We have this year, beyond doubt, the finest stock
of prize and library books that we have ever

New interesting books of our own publi-

cation, and a grand variety of the new books of the great Knglish publishing houses, are at the

choice of the purchaser.

CANADIAN BOOKS FOR CANADIAN CHILDREN

We have recently issued a nice illustrated Catalogue of our own book publications.
for a copy of it, and see the number of books especially suitable for the young of our land.

Send
The

school should cu'tivate a patriotic sentiment—and how better than by the medium of distinc-

tively Canadian books ?

Send also for our large Susnay-Scroorn Catarocrve and later lists of New Books,

ARE OFFERING ESPECIALLY LIBERAL DISCOUNTS.

mation.

WE

Write for full infor-

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT.

O. W. COATES, Montreal.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,



3 CENTS EACH.

ADVERTISEMENTS

ov}pmmmmww‘r‘°
pa=lor RN @
¢ Christmas Booklets §
ow\'rwwmsmmwuus s

Shade and Suashine. With verses by
F. R, Havergal. Nicely illustrated.

Sunny Crowns, Design of a Crown, with
verses by F. R. Hvergal.

CENTS EACH.

Puappydom. Design of figure of a Dog.
Verses by L. Riley.

The Lord is my Shepherd. Psalm xxiii.
Illustrated by Baroness Von Beckendorf,
Under the Mistletoe. Christmas verses

by Helen Burnside.
Famliliar Friends. Verses by *Helen of
Troy.” Nicely illustrated.

Christmas Verses, A‘rnom b(i' Charles
Mackay. Landscape and floral designs.
New Year Blessings. Beautifully illus-
trated by C. Noakes, Albert Bowers ani

others.
Kittendom. Ilenign of a Kitten. By Grace
Floyd. Illustrated by Helena Maguire.
A Bunch of Lilies. A poem by E. Daw-
son, with landscape illustrations.
Trusting Jesus, A poem by M. A. Spiller.
The Will of God. By Cecilia Havergal.
Coloured pictures.

CENTS EACH.

Bencath Thy Wings. Verses by Mrs.
Harriet Beecher Stowe. Illustrated b,
Bertha Maguire and others.

Home, Sweet Home. Words and music.
Ilustrated by W. S. Coleman.

In Daysof Old. Bi' Frederick Langbridge.
Illustrated by Pauline J. Saunter.

A Christmas Carol. By Louisa Anthony.
Ilustratel by Frank Corbyn Price and
o hers.

Bun of my Soul, Pansy design. Verses
by John Keble.

A Sonnet to Nature. Very fine engrav-
ings by Annie Simpson.

Three illustrated poems, Board covers.
Finely illustrat: d :—
The Star of Bethlehem,
The Dear Homeland.
Christians, Awake.

12 CENTS EACH.

Jewelled Booklets,
Good Cheer. A poem by Charlotte Murray.
Beautifully illustrated.
Wondrous Love. By Lily Oakley.

12 CENTS EACH. - (CONTINUED)

Ho neland Melodies, By Charlotte Mur-
ray.

y.
Sheltering Wings. By E. A. Knight.
l-lnll,ch tied with silken cord and enclosed in
0X.

16 CENTS EACH.

Jewelled Booklets.
Another Year, By F. R. Havergal.
Heavenly Hope. By C. F. Alexander.
All-Powerful, By F. R. Havergal.
God's Afterward. By Charlotte Murray.
Heart's Ease. By Coombes Davies.
Trust. By F. R. Havergal.
Fond Wishes, By Coombes Davies.
The Homes of England, By F. Hemans.
Onward. By Charlotte Murray.

Each tied with silken cord and enclosed in
envelope.,

20 CENTS EACH.

Heartsease. Landscape and flowers.

Instead. By Lucy A. Bennett.

Bonnie Dundee. Illustrated poem.

With Every Good Wish, Tllustrated
poems.

To Greet You, Selections f th 5.
Tllustrated. AR SR

Good Fortune Speed You, Selections
from the poets. Illustrated.

25 CENTS EACH.

Light and Truth, Poem by C. Murray.
My Presence. Poem by F. Thornton.

Steadfast and True, Poem by Fairelie
Thornton.

40 CENTS EACH.

Each enclosed in box.

Christm s Bells. Poem by H. W. Long-
fellow. Elegant cut design.

The Bridge. By H. W. Longfellow. Ex-
quisite cut design.

Pansies. Bunches of pansies, beautifully
reproduced in ns tural colours, with suit-
able verses.

De -p-blue Viole 3. Exquisitely colonred
bouquets of viole :, with suitable verses.

I Wonder Whs the Clover Thinks.
Sprays of clover, .thappropriate verses.

MAAAA VWAAAAA

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wssLey BUILDINGS, = KTORONTO, ONT.

O, W, COATES, Montreal,

WE PAY POSTAGE

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,




AD VERTISE’ME‘N T8

A Good TEACHERS’ BlBLE

1S ALWAYS A SUITABLE AND ACCEPTABLE CHRISTMAS GCIFT.

Note the following beautiful Bibles at special Christmas prices:
1. INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BIBLE. Pearl type, 5§ x 3} x 1 inches,

French seal, flaps, leather lined, red under gold edges, round corners. ...($1.75) $1 25
2. INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BIBLE. Ruby type, 5§ x 3} x 1} inches,

French seal, flaps, leather lined, red under gold edges, round corners. . ..($2.25) 17
3. OXFORD TEACHERS' BIBLE, Pearl type, 5} x 4 x 1 inches, Levant morocco,

flaps, calf lined, red under gold edges, round corners.............. .. (84.00) 2 50
4. INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BIBLE. Minion type, 7} x 5} x 1} inches,

Algerian morocco, flaps, leather lined, silk sewed, red under gold edges, round

DOFRBEN . o 305500 ikio ) DUARNRSSD LN R RETRORT I SN BE T O SIS R 00 ($4.50) 300
5. INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BIBLE. Emerald type, 6§ x 4} x 1} inches,

Levant morocco, flaps, calf lined, silk sewed, red under gold edges, round

COPIONDE o o0 o0 eoveunossssnonnesarsosonesesssssasipsssnsses ..($5.75) 350
6. INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS' BIBLE. Bourgeois type, 7§ x )[ x 1} inches,

Algerian morocco, flaps, leather lined, silk sewed, red under gold edges, round
QOPIIODE L4+ 501000k 0 600000030 800/0 8000, 9 91810/8 6000000 0 0000 B0 B IDI8 0 08B0 B0 WA B0 ($6.00) 4 50
Each Bible, supplied with elastic band and enclosed in box, sent postpaid on receipt of price.

The price in every case includes the lettering of name on cover, if so ordered. By sending 735
cents additional, you can have the Bible indexed with Denison’s Patent Cut Index.

Each Christmas brings a great demand CHO'CE BOO Ks

bbb i For Christmas Presents

INDEXED BIBLE
Vallaoo, S VOIB. . cvooviiverins $2 50

This year we are offering to send, Postpaip, a I'enrh and Pebbles. By Mrs
neat Cambridge Reference RBible, I'raill.  ‘With illustrations . ..... 150

with patent cut index, and with name lettered | ganadian Wild Flowers. With

in gold on cover, 30 full-page IlhI!t.B, coloured by

hlml by Mrs. Chamberlin. Botan-
ical descriptions by Mrs. Traill. .. ¢ 00

1.50
S ——————— In the Days of the Canada I‘om-
pany. Hy Robina and K. M.

The l’rim-o of lmlla. By Lew

This Bible is in Ruby type, 6} x 4] x 1 inches

oie ; dzars. Freely illustrated. ...... 2 00
bound in French Morocco, with flaps, rnu'nnl i Here and There in the Home
corners and red under gold edges, and contains | L I. By Canniff Haight. With
a number of Maps. { 261 photo-engravings............ 2 00

Saddle, Sled and Snowshoe, By
FOR $1.00 John McDougall, Tllustrated.... 1 00
——

| Walter G.IhIN the Young Boss,
By E. W. Thomson. Illustrated. 1 23

We will send, rostrain, the same Bible with- | 4
out index, but with name lettered in gold. \l‘(lllll(l ""‘ Camp-Fire, By Chas. -
] Roberts. Ilustrated...... 1 23

In ordering, kindly write very plainly the | 4 luli"lli of ||". \1‘l\. l-y Amelia
name to be lettered. . Bare. .. wisenseive 5D

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT.
C. W, COATES, Montreal, S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.,

WE PAY POSTAGE




ADVERTISEMENTS

Christmas Music = 1896

ANVAAAAAAA

GLORY IN THE HIGHEST.
A Concert Exercise for Sunday-schools, Words by PaLmer Harrsoven, music
by J. H. Fiuumore. Recitation and dialogue printed on separate sheets, Price,
Be., postpaid ; 50c. per dozen ; £4.00 per 100, not prepaid.
HAIL THE KING.
(Christmas Service No. 18.) A New Service of Scripture and Song. By the Rev.
Roserr Lowry. Price, 6c., postpaid ; $4.75 per 100, by express, not prepaid,
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL NO. 27.
Seven New Carols, by foremost composers. Price, fc., postpaid ; $3.75 per 100,
by express, not prepaid.
CHRISTMAS CHIMES FOR LITTLE VOICES.
With Kindergarten Exerdises. Arranged by Mrs. WiLsur F. CRAFTS, music by
P. Main.  Price, 7c., postpaid ; $5.75 per 100, by express, not prepaid,
CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS.,
Series *‘8,” 1895, containing New Songs and a Responsive Service for Christmas
celebration. Price, 6c., postpaid ; 60c. per doz.; $4.75 per 100, not prepaid.

MMAAAAANANS

SACRED CANTATAS

SANTA CLAUS' RECEPTION.
By Cuas. H. GaBRIEL. Price, 30c., postpaid ; $3.00 per dozen, by express, not

prepaid,

THE GREAT LIGHT.
For Choirs and Choral Societies. By FiNvay Lvon.  Price, 30c., postpaid ; §3.00
per dozen, by express, not prepaid.

A SAVIOUR PROMISED,
Libretto by Lavra E. NeweLL, music by Georce B. CHask. Price, 24c., post-
paid ; one dozen copies, $2.40, not prepaid,

THE PALACE OF SANTA CLAUS AND HIS

WONDERFUL TRANSFORMATION.
Libretto by WiLLiam A, WiLLIAMSON, music by Wum. M. Pierce. Price, 35c.,
postpaid ; per dozen copies, $3.50, not prepaid.

THE WISE KING; OR, KING SOLOMON'S REIGN.,
Words by T. J. Evans, music by D, Taomas, F.T.8.C. Price, 50c., postpaid ;
$5.00 per dozen, postage extra.

THE MESSIAH'S COMING.
Words by J. Sruart Boca, music by J. O. Muroocn. Price, 36c., postpaid ;
#3.60 per dozen, postage extra.

STAR OF THE EAST,
Words by Stuarr Boea, music by W. Hesry MaxrieLp, Mus. B. Price, 50c.,
posipaid ; $5.00 per dozen, postage extra,

THE PRINCE OF PEACE.
Words by M. 8. Havorarr, music by J. O. Murpocn. Price, 35c., postpaid ;
$3.60 per dozen, postage extra.

Single copies sent postpaid, If at dozen or hundred rate, postage extra.
SAMPLES NOT RETURNABLE.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, = TORONTO, ONT.
C. W..COATES, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,




A Canadian Work of Art.

THE CABOT -,

CALENDAR

A
. ’cpg)

COMPILED BY . . .

Sara Mickle and Mary Agnes FitzGibbon

TWELVE CALENDAR PAGES

With events from Canadian history
for each day of the year.

PRICE - - -

Full-page Lithograph Portraits of

CHAMPLAIN, FRONTENAC,
WOLFE and BROCK

50 CENTS

Each of the twelve cards contains a distinctive design, lithographed, and is embellished with illus-

trations and portraits.

Among the latter are those of Cabot (frontispiece), S8ir Humphrey Gilbert,

Jacques Cartier, General Amherst, D'Iberville, Montcalm, Captain Vancouver, Lord Selkirk, Sir Guy
Carleton, Governor Simcoe, Jm-e; h Brant, De Salaberry, Lord Elgin, Lord Durham, General Williams

(of Kars) and others.

Rev. Principal Grant writes of the Cabot Calendar : *‘ The first glance fascinated me, and the more

frequently I go over its pages the more pleased I am.

artists,

It reflects infinite credit on the authors and

Nothing but deep and fervent love of country could have induced them to take so much pains

over what many think a slight thing. There is good workmanship shown on every page.”

Popular Packages

wOF..,

CHRISTMAS
CARDS -

Every year brings a great demand for these
packages, and it is the splendid value we give
that attracts the trade. They are convenient
for teachers ordering for their classes,

EACH CONTAINING 12 CARDS

A choice variety selling at 10e, 15¢

50¢, 75¢c and $1.00 per package.
postage.

¢, 35¢,

We pay the

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

0. W. COATES, Montreal.

| Child's Qwn.

WESLEY BUILDINGS, =

|BOUND ANNUALS

FOR 1896
At Popular Prices

0000

Girls' Own.
Infant’'s Magazine.
Leisure Hour.
Little Folks.

Our Darlings.
Our Little Dots.
Prize.

Sunday, Cloth and
Cottager and Artizan.  Cloth Gilt.
Family Friend. Sunday at Home.
Canadian Almanac, in Paper and Cloth,

Adviser.

Band of Hope.
Boys' Own.
British Workman.
Chatterbox.
Child's Companion.
Children's Friend.

~ TORONTO, ONT.
8. ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax.




