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ST. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, TORONTO!

A Boarding and Day School for Girls in the Finest Residential part of Toronto
Full Academic Department,
*OArt "

Full Musical Department, Full Domestic Science Dept
**  Elocution ~ * ' Physical Culture *

Only teachers of the highest academic and professi 1 di ployed, P\Irill re
pared for the University examinations, Modern class-room equipments ; Music Hall and 18
sound-proof piano practice rooms ; large lawn for recreation.

Booklet sent on Application.
MRS. GEORGE DICKSON,

K ctor
(Late Pri 1 Upper Canada College, Toronto. ) Lady Principal.

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF-COMMERCE

~up Capital, $8,700,000 - Rest, $3,500,000.
HEAD OFFICE - TORONTO

HON. GEO. A. COX, President.
ROBERT KILGOUR, Vice-President,

B. E. WALKER, General Manager, ALEX. LAIRD, Asst, Gen'l Mlnaigen

London, England, Office—60 Lombard Street, E.C.
S. CAMERON ALEXANDER, Manager.
New York Agency—16 Exchange Place.
Wn. GRAY AND H, B. WALKER, Agents.

"3 BranChES ;‘deagsgﬂ;nél." United States

A general Banking Business transacted.
SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT

Deposits of $1 and upwards received, and interest allowed at current rates. Interest
added to the deposit twice in each year, at the end of May and Novem-
ber. The depositor is subject to no delay whatever in the
withdrawal of the whole or any portion of the deposit.

Please mention “ The Teachers Monthly” when writing advertisers
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More than | 200

Young Men and Womwen are well trained each year to
fill good positions and to win independence through
the excellent courses given in our well-known school.

| 28l T

We employ from 18 to 20 teachers, and provide splen-
did equipment including 110 typewriting machines,
and conduct a school which is first classin every
respect. Because of this and of our ability to pro-
duce good results for our students, we solicit the
patronage of every bright, energetic young person
who desires a practical business education. Our
Catalogue is free. Ask for it. Address

W. H. SHAW, PRINCIPAL.
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- Sabbath School Library Books

Every Sabbath School Worker knows of what immense importance the
Library is, and the necessity of keeping the shelves well supplied with the best
literature.

If your school has been successful the books will be too much worn for
further use—if it hasn't, establish a Giood Library and make it so. 3j

= Qur facilities for supplying the best Libraries are unsurpassed, and every
book selected ranks among the highest cf its clase.

They are all entertaining and instructive, readable and reliable.

Catalogue of 3,000 selected volumes mailed free to any address. Send for it.
Discounts and Terms most liberal.

Sabbath School Teachers :

usually have a corner of the Library for books relating to their work. p

Those here recommended will be found of the greatest value to the Teachers
and Normal Classes.

The Front Line of the Sunday School Movement. By Rev. ¥, N, Peloubet. §1.00.

Life and Times of Jesus the Messlah. Two vols. By Alfred Edersheim. §2.00.

Life and Epistles of St. Paul. By Rev. W. J. Conybeare. $1.25.

P Complete Concordance, By Alex. Cruden, $1.00,

The Poiot of Contact in Teaching. By Patterson Dubois. 7bc.

Beckonings fre 1 Liitle Hands, By Patterson Dubois, 75c.

The Organized Sunday School. By J. W, Axtell. 50c.

ﬂodc;lli “h)hlbodl in Sunday School Work. By Geo. W. Mead, (By mail, postage 17c. extra.)

Legion of Honor Normal Fible and Training Lcssons, By Prof. H. M. Hamill. Old and New 4
Testaments. Each lc, ; per doz. §1.50

Comp i dance to the Holy Scriptures. By Rev. ], B. L. Walker. $1.25.
Illun;l-;;d Bible Dictionary and Treasury of History, Blography, etc. By M. G. Haston. {

Teaching and Teachers. By H. Clay Trumbull, $1.10,
Hints on Chik Training. By H. Clay Trumbull, $1.25.
Sundey Schood Success. By Amos. R, Wells. §1.10. r
The Land sud the Bock. By W. M. Thomson, $1.90,

Hints on Bible Study. By Drummond, Dawson, and others, 7ic.
Life of Christ. By Frederick Farrar. 50c, and 65c,

Ways of Werking. By Rev. Al F. Schauffler. $1.00. 4
How to Make 'he fundey ol Go. By A. Brewer, Supt. Epworth Memorial Sunday-school,
methods of Sunday-school work. All the plans described have
eration. Cloth, 60c, net.

Seven By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut. A series of practical papers.
h, Hc.
ary on the Entire Bible, (6 vols) $7.50.

d WILLIAM _BRIGGS

-33 Richmond Street West & o Toronto |
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Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D., Assoclate Editor

Vol. XI.

“‘T plead for the small class, I plead for
the individual hold of the children ; to be
taken hold of cne by one, not by battal-
ions.”’—Mrs. Foster, Primary State Super-
intendentg New York.

of Sabbath School workers
in June. The programme is
““built up,”’ the aim being to have
it the very best from every quarter. The
local committees are setting to with a will.
Mr. Justice Maclaren, who is taking the lead,
has the knack of getting a good deal out of
his fellow-workers and of making them feel
the better for having worked so heartily.
Perhaps it is because he does not spare him-
self. The great Convention will be the
Mecca of a mighty host. Dr. Duncan’s article
on another page is the first of a half dozen
articles by International lead

February, 1905
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a railroad, may be hurried to completion
under extreme pressure. But an army of
laborers and an opulence of resource will
not make a garden, an orchard, a forest,
grow the faster. A painter finding a tree
in his picture too small, can skilfully raise
it with a few strokes to its proper propor-
tions. Painted trees can be quickly enlarged,
but living trees take time to grow. Conven-
tional morality may be quickly put on as
a veneer in the conduct of the child. Real
spirituality is no such readily-constructed
product.

The great Sower Himself did but cast the
seed of some eternal words, and a Life of
imeless and eless significance, intc
the dark soul of human history, and wait
patiently for the result. He projected His
life upon one small country—*‘not sent but
unto the lost sheep of the house of Is:

others, by Mr. Hartshorn, of Boston, the
chairman of the International Executive,

He poured out His choicest efforts upon the
lives of twelve men, He died with a handful

and Rev. Dr. Potts, of Toronto, the chair-
man of the International Lesson Committee.

N

Our Part; and God's
ByRev. Gilbert B. Wilson, Ph‘D.___

There is a good old maxim in the rich
proverb poetry of the Germans, which runs
somewhat thus :—‘‘ Do your part; then
leave God His.”” ‘‘Behold,’”’ says James,
‘‘the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience
for it.”’

That which has life will, under proper
conditions, grow. And growth yields not
to compulsion. A building, a steamboat,

of foll , and yet He claimed His work
complete. He cast His life as a seed corn
into the ground, that, dying, it might bring
forth much fruit. In other words, He did
His part, and trusted to the Father to do
His part.

Wherever men have not trusted to His
methods, wherever they have tried to hasten
the kingdom by human artifices and worldly
expedients, they have signally failed. The
great mission of the Jesuits to India, China
and Japan, vanished without leaving a
trace in the religious history of these coun-
tries.

We are not the first, and we shall not be
the last, workers who must wait long for
the fruit to ripen. Paul planted, Apollos
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watered. Both waited for an increase which
was from God. Similarly, all great workers
did their work in faith, and left the future
to God. The lives of Wyecliffe, Calvin,
Luther, Knox were sowing times. Most of
the fruit ripened and was garnered after
their weary hands had long ceased to scatter
the good seed broadeast. The work is ours.
Results are God’s, and therefore sure.

Every worker proves occasionally the
truth of this. The most troublesome boy
the writer ever had in his class, afterwards

! d him to a ge church, in which
the whilom Achan of the camp was now
become the youngest and the most efficient
elder of the congregation.

Let us never lose heart, even though some-
times *‘the full corn in the ear’’ seems likely
to be a retarded development, or even an
unfulfilled prophecy. It is still our Father’s
good pleasure to give us the kingdom. He
who labors in the cause of Christ fights in
an ever-victorious cause, for His ‘‘is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory!”’

‘Winnipeg

Y

on Missions ; How to Use It

worth using. It is true it may be
single fact brought out ; all the same,
iis worth while to implant the fact in the
ind and heart of the scholar. Some facts
are like seeds. They have life in them.
Put them in the ground and they will grow.
The writer's life-long interest in missions
dates back to a little, rather badly-printed,
missionary magazine for children, which
had much to say about the mission and the
missionaries in ‘‘Old Calabar.”” The name
stuck, and the things the brave men and
women did, who went to that remote and
savage region. The very words ‘‘Old Cala-
bar,”’ to this day give wings to the writer's
imagination, which carry it to far-off foreign
fields.

Let the teacher show his interest in the
Question by being able to ask it—and
answer it, too, if need be—without the book.
The scholar’s interest will be sure to catch
fire, with such a teacher to say his lesson

Not only have the scholar learn the an-

swer, but encourage him to do a little in-

tigati For ple, in the Question
for the third Sabbath of this month, there
are half a dozen points that instantly bristle
up—How did Paul and Silas happen to be
working together? Where were they be-
fore they came to Europe? How did they
happen to go? How did they make a be-
ginning in Philippi? What success had
they? What sort of treaiment did they
receive? When the questions come to the de-
tails of our own missions at home and abroad,
the scholar will have a better chance still
for such ‘‘side-lines’’ as geography and
limate, the and of the
people; and all these help to give him
zest in, and light on, the Question.

Missionary information should not only
kindle a fire, but it should generate steam.
If we know that people need the gospel,
and feel that we who have it ought to give
it to them—then, what? One of two things:
we should go with it ourselves, or send
others with it. The Question on Missions,
which is making a beginning this year in
our Sabbath Schools, will fall far short
if it does not increase givings, and if it does
not start many a young lad and lass to
make ready, themselves to go, when the
time comes.

LY

Living Revelations
By F. W, _Anderson M.A.

Alit y once ask e question, “ What
does God do all day ?” The child’s query is
one that has risen in many a thoughtful,
inquiring mind.

But where is the inquirer to find any suffi-
cient answer ?

Jesus of Nazareth was the living revelation
to men of God the Father; and from the
records we have of His life we may learn the
little our human understandings can grasp of
the kind of being God is, and of what God is -
doing on behalf of His world of needy crea-
tures.

Jesus always “went about doing good.”
His life was one of helpfulness and blessing to*
all with whom .he came in contact. He
taught men the lessons of godliness, and
pointed out the way to membership in the
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kingdom of God. He preached to the multi-
tude, He instructed His disciples in groups,
He opened up the truth to individuals, and
His life and example gave force to His spoken
messages. He was, indeed, a living sermon,
the Word of God made flesh. He, truly, was
a revelation of the Heavenly Father.

The Christ is no longer seen in the world,
as when He lived and taught in Palestine ;
yet God has not left Himself without some
living representation of His character and
work in the world. Not to angels has this
blessed mission been given, but to us, the
redeemed children of men.

It is ours to show the world the life and
spirit and teaching of Christ our Master, who
was, in His day, the living Representative of
God the Father. Ours is the privilege of
being living epistles, “known and read of all
men.”

In a very real sense the children of God in
the world are to-day the living revelations of
God. The Bible is God’s written revel

These auxiliaries may be of two kinds:
the one social and literary, looking toward
the cementing together of a class member-
ship, and self-improvement; the other,
along the line of Christian service. It is
under this latter head that I venture to
suggest a few practical ‘‘ways of working,’’
though no claim for originality can be maue
for,them. The primary object is to educate
young men to a life of service for others,
and for Christ.

First, a ‘‘circle of service’’ might be insti-
tuted, with the special object on the part
of its members of acting as substitute teachers
in the Sabbath School. It is not fair to
either the Bible class member,or to the teach-
erless class in the main school, that the
former should be urged, at three o’clock on
a Sabbath afternoon, to hurry to the vacant
class without any warning or preparation.
A definite plan is, to appoint a secretary
for such a circle, who will have a diagram

of Himself to men ; but how few there are
who have any knowledge of that revelation
except as it is interpreted to them by our
teaching and our lives !

Jesus Christ is the perfect personal revela-
tion of God to the world, but the great mass
know Jesus Christ only as He is represented
in the lives of those who profess to be His
followers. Great is the privilege, and equally
great the responsibility of the minister of the
gospel, the Sabbath School teacher, the
Christian disciple in any sphere of life’s
activity, to so live and speak and act, that
the Spirit of God may be able to use him in
revealing to the world of our day, the truth of
God, the love of God, the work of God.

Brantford, Ont. ¢
.

Bible Class Auxiliaries
By Frank Yeigh
While the sessions men’s Bible

class, during the Sabbath hour of study,
form its principal work and its chief reason
for existence, its possibilities are by no means
exhausted thereby. Though ever keeping

of the 1 for the quarter, and whose
duty it is to secure volunteer teachers in
advance for a fixed date. In this way the
substitute teacher is able to prepare in ad-
vance, and to select a date and a subject
that suit his convenience and aptitude.
Thus, a Bible class becomes, in a sense, a
supply class, and the superintendent can
be practically guaranteed a deiinite number
of helpers from Sabbath to Sabbath. By
means of this system, too, those who join
this circle are receiving valuable training
in practical Christian service.

Such a circle may, moreover, be widened
in its scope, by graduating qualified men to
vacant positions in the staff of officers in
the Sabbath School, or by having them
act as ushers or collectors in church or lec-
ture room, or by distributing class invita-
tions to strangers at the church doors. A
variety of other avenues of work will readily
suggest themselves.

It is also wise to encourage young men
te unselfish service along philanthropic lines.
They are by nature sympathetic, but that
quality needs wise and specific direction, or

in view the main object—the study of Scrip-
ture—much may be accomplished by auxil-
iary means.

it may evaporate as a mere good intention.

Methods of service possible in every con-
gregation are the Visiting Committee, through
which sick calls are made on fellow-members
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or others, flowers distributed, and ‘similar
tokens of sympathy and friendship given.

In the line of mission work, too,—1 mean
not merely Home Missions, in the general
sense of the term, but missions at home—
there is room for service and training. A
class may visit a Home for Incurables, or
Aged Men's Home, or other institution of
the shui-ins, and contribute of their talent
to an evening's entertainment, or a band
of may pany their h
and help in conducting & gospel meeting.

All these methods—and there are many
others—will be found helpful in developing
young men, at their formative period, along
lines of Christian work, and of training them
for a larger degree of service as the years
go by.

Toronto

1
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Two Good Reasons
By W. A. Duncan, Ph.D.

[Dr. Duncan practic: the originator
of the Home Department. He is the Inter-
national Home Department Su rintendent .
His report on_this vital part o the work of
the Sunday School will be looked for with
interest at the great Convention in Toronto
in June.—EDITORS.]

The Home Department is mo longer an
experiment; therefore, it has become the
duty of every Sunday School to organize
a Department. Here are three reasons out
of many:—

1. Because it will aid the Sundaf®School.
The method of operation is founded upon the
vital principle of personal contact. The idea
of the Christian visitor lies at its very founda-

tion. The visitors constantly strive to in-

terest students in the regular religious ser-
vices of the Sabbath, inviting them to attend,
not only the preaching of the Word, but
the main department of the Sunday School
by showing them the advantages of such
study over independent, or isolated work.
As a result, about one-third of all the Home
Class students unite with the main school.

2. Because it will aid the church. Through
this system of visitation and supervision,
the attention of the churches is called to
the sick and sorrowing, the tempted and
tried, the unemployed and needy, and thus

The Helping Haad

the gies of the cl hes are
into more helpful channels.

Every pastor knows that much of the
inefficiency of church members is the result
of their unfamiliarity with the Word of God.
This Word is the source of all Christian
character and spiritual power, and the
weapon with which Christians are to win
victories for Christ.

3. Because it will aid the pastor. Usually
the pastor has many anxieties over the
numberless societies which divide his church
into independent organizations for special
work. «-But this Department unites in one
common work every member of the church
and congregation,—young and old, the mo-
ther in her home, the father in his office,
the child at school, the isolated and infirm.
It encourages the pastor,’to think that, not
only are his own people engaged and united
in common work, but that it is possible by
this plan to unite those who are not in any
Christian fellowship in the study of the
Bible.

If the visitors are faithful, they will be
constantly reporting the sick and destitute,
and all others who need pastoral aid or
visitation. As the visitors continue their
quarterly visits, they can urge attendance
upon church services, and many pastors
have had their hearts gladdened by new
faces on the Sabbath and new members at
communion.

Boston, Mass.

e

The Helping Hand

tropgest man was a baby once and
helped to learn to walk. There
ls here and there in the new settle-
%s that are just at that interesting stage.
They have plenty of life in them, but need
a helping hand just for a little while.
The G 1A bly’s Co! stands
ready to help. From the Children’s Day
Fund it makes a grant of such Lesson Helps
and Tlustrated Papers as the new or the
needy school (for some schools even in the
older settlements are still very weak) may
uire.
There should be no hesitation in calling
upon this aid. Every application must be

al
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guaranteed by the superintencent or by the
minister or missionary in charge.

These will only certify, wheré the need is
genuine ; and the experience of the Com-
mittee has been that, just so soon as the
need ceases—so soon as they can walk alone
—schools are anxious to be indeperdent of
help. All applications should be made to
Rev. Alexander Macg.\livray, Secretary of
the General Assembly’s 8. S. Committee,
Toronto.

e
Worth While ?

By Rev. Edward 7icher, B.D.
““What is the worth of it all? "My words

simply go in one ear and out of the ocher.
The class do not remember even the Golden
Text till the next Sabbath.”” And the
teache: half resolves to let it all go.

But why feel thus disheartened? The
subjects to be taught are the most tremend-
ously interesting of human life. The pupils
are at the most teachable age. The work
is expressly commanded by the Master,
and exemplified and illustrated in all its
phases in the record of His life. Moreover,
ex'perignce has shown us that this work is
perhaps the most fruitful of results of all
the varied activities of the Church. And
now the new psychology comes in, to illus-
trate the importance of the teacher’s office
by a scientific demonstration that the re-
ligious and moral instruction of the young
is the greatest work in which human heads
and human hearts can be engaged. So, why
be discouraged?

Discouragement may have come because
it has not been realized that the work is
great work. Or, there is little enjoy-
ment in the teaching, and apparently little
return for the time expended upon it, be-
cause not enough time is spent. The work
may have been taken too lightly, the lesson
studied too hastily, before coming bhefore
the class. And the cure of disappointment
may be found in a larger measure of study.

Or, perhaps, there has been very careful
study, but not sufficient prayer. And,
although the historical points are explained
most accurately, the doctrines most defin-
itely stated, the teaching lacks the atmos-
phere of tenderness and peace, which comes
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only from close fellowship with the great
Teacher, and therefore wins the way to the
child’s heart.

Often, too, when the teacher has studied
well and prayed well, the work still scems
to be somehow ineffective. The teacher
is conscious of no fa .t of carelessness, snd
yet the pupils are not won. Then uhe
courage of the fellowship of Christ is needed
all the more. He did not find perfect pupils
even in His twelve chosen followers. After
He had been with them for three years, had
made them His friends, the sharers of His
counsels, and of the inmost secrets of His
heart—even then He had many things to
teach them, but they could not bear them
yet. He was never able to give them as
much of His truth and His love, as He
sought to give them. They could not re-
ceive it any faster. And after all, they
turned and fled.

Yes, the dear Lord Las spent a long time
in teaching some of us some of His com-

t 1 Why should we be im-
patient, if the class should sometimes seem
to us to be inattentive, or inappreciative,
or slow to understand? It is our part only
to be faithful as He was faithful.

Toronto
e
What the Sabbath School May Do
for Missions

1. A Home MissioN View

By Rev. D. Mc D.D.
Home Mission Secretary (Western Section

[A number of leaders in mission work,
Home, Foreign, and French, will this year
tell the readers of the TrAcHErRs MONTHLY
what they think the Sabbath School may do
for missions. This is the first article of the
series.—EDITORS)

Last year the Sabbath School contributions
to all the Schemes of the church amounted to
$27,804. The number of scholars is 186,000,
and an average contribution of only one cent
per week from each scholar would mean a
yearly contribution to the Schemes of
$06,720. In many schools this average is
largely exceeded. If, therefore, other schools
could be brought up to the average, the con-
tributions would t to iderab
more than $100,000.

ably
Y
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The only way in which this reasonable, and
very desirable, object can be attained is by
every officer and teacher becoming thoroughly
alive to the gravity of the missionary problem.
Enthusi is tagious ; and the enthu-
siasm of Sabbath School leaders, familiar
with, and deeply interested in, the general
work of the church, will always have visible

ifestation in the i d liberality of
their scholars.

In a circular recently sent out to all Sab-
bath School superintendents it was suggested
that schools should aim at an average contri-
bution toward Home Missions of 25¢. a year
from each scholar. Will any one say that

its successful prosecution depends the future
success of every other department of the
church’s work. The moral and spiritual
character of newer Canada is to be formed
within the next quarter of a century. If we
cannot hold our country for Christ and the
church” during this formative period, reli-
gious effort in every direction will be erippled,
if not paralyzed, for all coming time.

The prosecution of this work is vital to the
nation’s welfare. There is no more patriotic
enterprise than than of Home Missions. 1f
the study of the history and prophecies of
the Old Testament has not been altogether
fruitless, the scholars must have learned
something of the imperative necessity of
basing national life upon religious principles.
The condition of Israel’s supremacy was her
conformity to the revealed will of God. The
safety and prosperity of Canada are subject
to the same condition.

The happiness of the home, in a vast num-
ber of cases, depends, under God's blessing,
upon Home Mission effort. In a new settle-
ment, the church is the connecting link
between the settlers and the old home life ;
and in many a settlement the only force that
makes for right the only infl
that helps the loved ones of some homes to be
straight and clean, is the personality of the
Home Missionary.

For such a work, so vitally related to the
highest well-being of the church, the nation,
and the home ; for a work of such magnitude
—providing religious services at 1,453 points,

this is aiming too high ? /
Home Mission Work is fund tal. Upon _@
e

from Cape Breton to the Klondike ; for a
work so magnificently productive, having
built up for the church and for the country
since 1875, in the territory west of the great
Lakes, 126 self sustaining congregations and
53 augmented charges, surely it is not un-
reasonable to expect an average contribution
from each member of our Sabbath Schools of
something less than one cent every two
weeks !

How much does your school contribute
for Home Missions ?

Toron
e

the great attraction of the year, in so
Ar as Sunday School teachers are concerned.”
Mr. Archibald, who is a well known Canadian
and has made a name for himself as a Sunday
School specialist in the United States, has
been doing splendid work the last couple of
years in Britain. It would seem as if the
movement amongst ourselves in the direction
of a more scientific knowledge of the child
and of methods of teaching him, has its
across the sea.

o
The Ty Handbooks

come could hav?been given
tray’s and Dr. Tracy’s Teacher
andbooks than they have received
on sides of the ocean. This little
copffer will hold but half a dozen of the
scores of letters that have come to us from
ministers, college professors, and Sunday
School specialists. We may give another
instalment later:—

Rev. Dr. J. Munro Gibson, London, England :—
“ 1 have read Professor Murray's book through with
great interest and think it admirable.”

Dr. Frank Woodbury, Nova Scotia Provincial
8.8, Association:—* Our Provincial Executive Com-
mittee decided to put Professor Murray’s book on our
course. The Provincial Co i firmed this."

Rev. Principal Patrick, Manitoba College, Winni-
peg :—" Dr. Tracy’s Handbook is lucid, suggestive,
and instructive.”

George H. Archibald, London, England (the well-
known Primary authority) :—"' I am greatly delighted
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with Murray’'s book. It is fine, and just what is
needed for our teachers.”

Rev. John McEwen, Toronto (The" Grand Old Man"
of our Canadian 8. 8. work) says of Dr. Tracy’s
book :—** It is comprehensive, compact, clear, and
permeated by experience. The two Handbooks have
set a high standard.”

Rev. Alexander Macgillivray, Bonar Church,

Toronto :—"1 think .ha Handbook: are both alto-
gether admirable, not only for wiat they contain
but what they suggest. Itis light praise to say
that they are * worth their weight in gold.” In my
own Teacher Training class I find that Professor
Murray’s book is much enjoyed and not beyond the
capacity of the members of the class. I am quite
sure that Dr. Tracy’s book, when we come to study
it, will be equally interesting and helpful,

OUR PUBLICATIONS

We draw special to our new
The Bible Catechism, by Rev. George 8. Carson, B.A.
Sample pages sent free; the book complete, 88 pages,
strongly bound, for 10¢.

Lesson Helps

THE TEACHERS MONTHLY—44 (0 52 pages a wonth,
60c. a year : 2 or more to one address, 50c, each,

THE HOME STUDY QUARTERLY—Each lesson illus-
trated, 20c. llIur 3 5 or more toone address, 10c. each,

Largely used also in the Home riment.

THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—A picture and a drawing
;3; mhhleuon 3 20c. yearly ; 5 or more toone address,

. each,

THE HOME STUDY LEAFLET—Each lesson illustrated ;
5 or more to one address, 5¢. each a year.

THE PRIMARY LEAFLET—A picture and a dnwlng
for each lesson ; 5 or more to one address, 5c. eac

per year,
Illustrated Papers

EAST AND WEST—A Paper for Young Canadians—
Treats Young People's topic; articles on our own Mis-
sions; 75c. & year; 2 or more to one address, 50c,
each per year. May begin at any date,

THE KING'S OWN (continuing The Children's Record)
—For the Boysand Girls; every week,andhandsomely
illustrated ; single copies, 40c. a year ; 5 or more to
one address, 25c. each : months not broken.

JEWELS—For the Little Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. a year; 5 or
more to one address, 20c. each ; months not broken.

Other Supplies

TEACHER TRAINING HANDBOOKS—Prof. Humz;-
ONE To TWENTY-ONE: Studies in Mind Growth, loc.
Dr, Tracy’s SABBATH ScHooL METHODS: Studiesin
Teaching and Organization, 10¢,

BHORTER CATECHISM, per doz., 20c.; 100, $1.25.

SHORTER CATECHISM, with proofs, per doz., 35¢c.; 100
$1.75. Both our own revised editions.

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISM, doz., 85¢,; 100, $2.50,

THE BIBLE CATEOHISM : The Bible in Question and

5c.; 100, $2.
Answer for Children, 10c.
%i(/mcﬁonaxy for
T

son of Terah, first an-
ed the father of the

nd of God.
he name means “ Manliness.”
wtwelve apostles, and a brother of
eter.
“Beth-ab’-ar-a. Identified by Conder
with ’Abarah, a ford of the Jordan 14 miles
south of the Sea of Galilee. Conder also
says that Bethany ", substituted by the Rev.
Ver. for Bethabara in John 1« 28, was the
name of a district east of Jordan reached by
the ford of Bethabara.

Beth-es’-da. ‘‘House of Mercy,” a pool
having five porches, situated in the north-
eastern part of Jerusalem.

b

LEssoN ScrEME—Schedule of Lessons for the year
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, etc., 50¢c. per 100, /

MEMORY PassAGEs—For Diplomas, 50c. r 100,

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS -Booklet for teachers, 2¢c.
Leaflet for schola:s, 6¢. perdoz.

PROVIDENCE COLORED LEssoN PicTurE RoLL, $3.00
per year, 7ic. per quarter, (8.8, SUPERINTENDENT, &
quarterly publication, with each roll free.) PRrovi-
DENCE COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS, 10c. per year,
2}4¢. per quarter,

.8, CLASS REGISTER (our own) 5c. each; BiBLE
CrLAss, 20c.; PRIMARY, 20c. 8.8. SECRETARY'S RECORD
(our own) 20 classes, 30c., 40 classes, 40¢c. S, 8. SUPER-
INTENDENT'S RECORD, very useful, 10c. REWARD
CARDS AND TICKETS: CLASS ENVELOPES; LIBRARY
CARrDS.  WILDE'S BIBLE PICTURES (6 by 8 inches) 1c.
each. (No orders taken for less than 10 pictures,

OXFORD TEACHER'S AND SCHOLAR'S BIBLE; Book
OF PRAISE; BIBLE AND BOOK OF PRAISE. Send for list
and prices.

For THE HoME Duumtnr—uembeuh%gnd'.
{)er 100, 50c.; Quarterly Report Envelopes, . per
00 ; Canvasser's Report, per 100, $1.00; Descriptive
Leaflet, per 100, 50c.; Class Record, 2c, each. Sample
of Descriptive ree.

CRADLE ROLL—FRAMED “ FLINT" CRADLE ROLL—
With space for 60 names, $1.00 : 100 names, $1.85. Fine
slits are cut on the surface to receive the name cards ;
a supply of cards goes with the roll, Add express
charges to above prices. “FLINT" CRADLE ROLL—

y to hang up, with gilt stick on top and bottom,
25¢. less than above Prices. Add express cha to
above prices. APPLICATION CARD-6c. per dozen;

rinted form on back to be filled out. ENROLLMENT

ARD—6¢. per dozen. CRADLE ROLL CERTIFICATE—
Printed in gold and two colors, 25c, per dozen.
BIRTHDAY CARDS—Of various sorts; all pretty. 18c.,
26¢., 35¢. per dozen,

Add postage in case of Bibles and other books
ADDRESS REV, R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO

First Quarter, 1905

Beth’-le-hem. The birthplace and home
of David. Here in fulfilment of prophecy
Jesus was born (see Mic. 5 : 2).

Beth-sai’-da. A townon the east bank of
the Jordan just above its fall into the sea of
Galilee.

Ca’-na. A Galilzan village situated a few
miles north-east of Nazareth, the home of
Nathanael, and the scene of our Lord’s first
recorded miracle.

Ca-per’-ne-um, A town on the north-
western shore of the sea of Galilee, the home
of Jesus after His rejection at Nazareth.
Here many of our Lord’s miracles were
wrou;ht

Oe' Aramaic for

-pfnu. “rock” or
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“‘gtone,” a name given by Jesus

Simon. Its Greek equivalent,

common name of the apostle.

E-li-as.

Jews

the coming of
E-sai’-as.

lee,
into w

minist

genuine Hebrew,
taken its
Is'-ra-el.

his ds ts.
Is’-ra-el-ite.
supposed therefore to
knowl and to bea
true
Ja'-cob.

escendan

took

lace a

That is, Elijah.
earliest and greatest of the p

the Messiah.

Jacob and Rebekah.

Je-ru’-sa-lem.

known capital of the

Je’-sus Christ.
to our Lord by direction of the angel to Joseph
21) and to Mary (Luke 1: 31). Jews for a spiritual instructor.
Christ is His official title i
At first, a name
belonging to the tribe or king
then to a
from the captivity
all the members ol

(Matt. 1:

Jews.

world.

John. The Baptist, Son of
Elizabeth, and the imm
Jesus. To be distinguis
John, who does not men
Gospel.

Jo’-na, The father of Simon Peter.
Jor’-dan, The most im i
Palestine, flowin;
tains to the Dea

his

Jo’-seph.

DRI IB W

STUDIES I

. January 1
. January 8

The sacred city and well- Phil’-ip. One of the twelve apostles,
Jews. hsaida. He belonged to th
Jesus was the name given gro;gbof our Lord’s earliest disciples.

’bi. A respectful title among the

ediate

from the

Another form for Isaiah.
Gal’-il-ge’-ans The inhabitants of Gal’-i- Mess-i-as, Messiah, “the anointed one,’’
the most northerly of the three rovinces the Saviour’s title. Christ is the Greek form.
hich the Romans divided alestine. Na-than’-a-el. Also called Bartholomew,
The fresh water sea so famous in our Lord’s one of the twelve apostles. He was a native
rg, its name from the province. of Cana and was among the first disciples of
He'-brew. The language s Jesus.
Jews. In our Lord’s time this was not Naz'-ar-eth, A town of Galilee where
but Aramaic, which had Joseph and Mary lived, and the home of
nd assumed its name. Jesus from His childhood until He was about
A name given to Jacob and thirty years of age.
1 Nicoo-de’-mus., A Pharisee and a mem-
A descendant of Israel, and  ber of the Sanhedrin, the great Jewish
ssess true reli%ious Council. After a night interview with Jesus
the he became a secret disciple of our Lord.
Phar'-is-ees. One of the three chief
A twin with Esau, son of Jewish sects, the other two being the Sad-

aithful follower o

to the apostle

(see Messias).
given to_those Sa-mar’-it-ans. The inhabitants of Sam-

Zacharias and

Bible [ Dictionary

of the temple.

poken by the

ducees and Essenes.

native of Bet

mother of Jesus. Also the eleventh of Jacob'
Peter, 1s the twelve sons and elder son of Rachel.

was buried at Shechem, the site of which

One of the Jacob had gifted to him. Jacob’s well was

rophets. The two miles from Shechem.
ted his return in person before Le’-vites. The descendants of Levi, son
of Jacob. They were charged with the care

“doctor,” “teacher,” or * master.’

dom of Judah, aria. Between them and the Jews there was
1l of the Hebrew race who return enmity dating fromr: the time of Nehemiah.

in Babylon, and finally to Si-lo-am. A pool situated a little to the
f that race throughout the south-east of Jerusalem.
Si'-mon Pe’-ter. Always the first named
in the lists of the apostles. Simon was his
forerunner of original name, Peter the name given him by
hed from the apostle Jesus (see Cephas).
tion his own name in Sy’-char. A village of Samaria,

called ’Askar, on the eastern sloj
Ebal, a little north of Jacob’s well.

rtant river of Ti.be’-ri-as. A name given to the sea of
banon Mount-  Galilee from Tiberias, the capital of Herod

Sea. the ruler of Galilee, built in our Lord’s time
The husband of Mary, the on the south-western shore.

Lesson Calendar : First Quarter

January 15......000viees

January 22
. January 29
. February 5
February 12........
February 19......
. February 26.... .
. March 5 .

N THE WRITINGS OF JoHN—MIRACLES (or SiGNs) AND WITNESSES

Christ the Life and Light of Men. John 1: 1-18,

18.
The Witness of John the Baptist to Jesus. John 1 : 19-34.

Jesus Wins His First Disciples. John 1: 35-51.

" 'The First Miracle in Cana. John 2: 1-11.
" Jesus and Nicodemus. John 3:1-15.
" " "Jesus at Jacob’s Well. John 4 : 5-14.
" 'The Second Miracle in Cana. John 4: 43-54.

Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda. John 5: 1-15.

The Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes. John 6 : 1-14.
Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles. John 7 : 37-46.

The Slavery of Sin. John 8 : 31-40.
Healing of the Man Born Blind. John 9: 1-11.
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Lesson VI.

JESUS AT JACOB'S WELL
John 4 : 5-14. Study vs. 1-42,

February 5, 1905
Commit to memory vs. 13, 14,

GOLDEN TEXT—Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.-—Rev, 22 : 17,

5 ! Then cometh he to a city of Sama’ria, which
is called By‘char, near to the E-mel of ground that
Ja'eob gave to his son Jo’uﬁ "

Now Ja’cob’s well was there. Je’sus therefore,
being wearied with his Jjourney, sat thus ®on the
well : and it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Sama’ria to draw
water : Je’sus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city

y ' meat,

9 1 Then maith the woman of Sama’ria unto him
How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of
me, which am a * woman of Sama’ria ? for the Jews
have no dealings with the Samar‘itans,

10 Je'sus answered and said unto her, If thou

knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given thee living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep : from
whence then hast thou that living water ?

12 Art thou greater than our father Ja’cob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his
% children, and his cattle ?

13 Je'sus answered and said unto her, ? Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again :

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall ® be in him a well of water

up Yinto ev ing life.

Revised Version—! So he cometh ; 2 by ; food ; 4 The Samaritan woman therefore saith ; * Samar-
itan woman ? (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans); 6 sons i TEveryone that; ®become ;

Y unto eternal life,
LESSON PLAN

1. Jesus’ Need, 5-8.
II. Jesus’ Power, 9-12.
IIL. Jesus’ Promise, 13, 14.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—Jesus at Jacob's well, John 4: 5-14, T.—
Christ revealed, John 4 : 15-26. W.—The Samar-
itans, 2 Kings 17: 24-34, Th.—Invitation, Isa.
56: 1-7. F.—Wells of salvation, Isa. 12,  8.—
Water of life, Rev. 22: 1-7, 8.—Whosoever will,
Rev. 22: 16-21,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 62. What are the
reagons annexed to the fourth commandment? A.
The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment
are, God's allowing us six days of the week for our
own employments, his challengi a special propriety
in the seventh, his own example, and his blessing
the sabbath-day.

Question on Missions—6. Who was the
first Christian missionary to the Gentiles? Peter
was the first to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles, when
Cornelius and his household believed (Acts 10).

on Hymns—Book of Praise, 418 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 457 ; 36; 14 (Ps. Sel.); 136 (from
PRIMARY QUARTERLY); 151,

EXPOSITION
By Rev. Principal R. A. Falconer, LL.D,, Litt.D., Halifax, N.S.

Time and PI&Ce—Dec 27 A.D.;“8ychar.

Oonnecting Links—After spending some
time in Jerusalem at the Passover, Jesus
withdrew with His disciples into northern
Judma or Perea, where John was baptizing at
Zinon, near the Jordan, ch. 3 : 23. Here the
Baptist bore further testimony to Jesus, ch.
3: 25-36. He must have remained there
so.ne time, for so many began to come to Him
and were baptized by His disciples, that the
jealousy of John’s disciples was excited. So
Jesus left Judwa, and departed into Galilee,
vs. 1-3.  To get there He had to pass through
Samaria (v. 4), the people of which were half-
pagan and were shunned by the Jews as un-
clean,
I. Jesus’ Need, 5-8,

V.5. Then. See Connecting Links. Cometh
he (Jesus) to a city (one of the “little walled
villages with which every eminence is crown-
ed”) of Samaria. After the carrying away
of the ten northern tribes of Israel (2 Kgs. 17 :
6), the country waa settled by a mixed popu-
lation, who were never on good terms with
those who returned from exile and settled in
Judea. Samaria was the capital and Cmeaa-

e seaport. Sychar. See Light Trom the
East. Parcel o ground; “piece of land.” See
Gen. 33 : 18-20 ; 48 : 21,22, Joseph’s bones
were buried there, Josh. 24 : 32 ; Acts 7 : 15,
16. It would be a well-known site. Sychar
was about a mile away.

V. 6. Jacob’s well. See Light from the
East. Jesus therefore. The supply of excel-
lent water (it was a spring-well, though it
now contains no spring water) would be
an inducement to rest there. Wearied
with his journey. Jesus is represented as
thoroughly human, and this in the Gospel
which lays most stress upon His divine
nature.  Sal thus; just as He was, tired
out. His attitude was fixed in the mind
of the beloved disciple. On (“at”) the well.
The detail is photographic in its minute-
ness, Sixth hour ; almost certainly, noon.
Jesus and His companions had been travel-
ling on foot several hours in the heat.

Vs.7,8. A woman of Samaria ; the district,
not the capital, which was two hours distant,
Morning and evening were the times when
people came for water, but see Light from the
East, Give me to drink ; a strange request,
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for, (1) the Jews had no dealings with the

Vs. 11, 12. Sir. All scorn had vanished.

Samaritans, (2) a Jewish rabbi esp ially
would not address a Samaritan woman, (3)
the water would be regarded by the Jew as
ceremonially unclean. Note in this request
of Jesus: (a) How He disregards external
regulations as to clean and unclean. No
person is or ritually unclean to Him ;
all are objects of His sympathy. (b) The
delicate tact by which He allows Himself
apparently to be at a disadvantage by asking
for such a favor. The woman sees at once
that He is no ordinary Jew. Disciples were
gone away; probably . having taken with
them the vessel which they used on their
journey for drawing water. John may have
remained with Jesus. To the city; most
likely Shechem. To buy meat (Rev. Ver.,
“food”) ; twelve o’clock being the Jewish
dinner hour.

II, Jesus’ Power, 9-12.

Vs. 9, 10. Thou,..a Jew; recognized as
such by “slight differences in dress, feature
and accent.” Me,..a woman of Samaria
(Weymouth, “who am a woman and a Sama-
ritan”). The woman may have been sus-
picious ; possibly there was a good deal of
scorn in the words, seeing that a Jew was
compelled to ask a favor from a woman of a
despised race. If thou knewest ; though that
were impossible. Jesus does not answer her
surprise, but suggests something profounder.
Why did this Jew deal with her so differently
from all other Jews ? Because in His pre-
sence all differences of race and social stati

From whence, ete.? G surprise. His
words are mysterious. Art thou greater than
our father Jacob? He gave us this well, and
it was good enough for him and his to drink
from. Yet you speak as if you had another
and better spring of water ! The Samaritans
claimed descent from Jacob through Joseph.
Probably the woman did not regard the
words of Jesus as an insult to her race, but
was nonpl 1. “ Unec ly she gives
utterance to a spiritual truth—the water of
life beyond our reach, but the rope of faith
long enough to reach it.”

III. Jesus’ Promise, 13, 14.

Vs. 13, 14. This water ; in Jacob’s well.
Tt is a picture of mere earthly joys : (1) They
require weary toil to obtain them ; (2) They
are unsatisfying because they do mot last.
The water that I shall give ; a real gift. So
Jesus really claims to be greater than Jacob,
and answers the woman’s question, v. 12.
The water is, (1) A permanent gift ; (2) A
personal, ever-present possession (*“in him,”
compare Deut. 30 : 11-14), while the well from
which the woman came to draw was far across
the plain ; (3) Springing up; in an increasing
stream, info everlasting life ; that is, issuing
in eternal life. Well water gives physical re-
freshing. Christ, the Gift of God, is the inex-
haustible source of life eternal. For the main
point of the Lesson, see ch. 7 : 37.

Light from the East

are lost in a common salvation, Gal. 3 : 28.
The gift of God; His Son (ch. 3: 16), in
whom all may find life, even the sinful Samari-
tan woman. And who it is. She would not
have waited for Jesus to ask her for spring
water before asking of Him the living water,
so near, and for which she was athirst.
Living water ; springing up as from a well
(Gen. 26 : 19 ; Jer. 2: 13), a8 distinet from
water stored in cisterns.  Christ’s words are
living and life giving, ch. 6 : 63 (compare
1 Pet. 1:23). * The pathos of the situation
strikes Jesus. The woman stands on the
brink of the greatest possibilities, but is un-
conscious of them,” (Expositor's Greek
Testament.) .

By Rev, Jam , D.D., London, Ont.

Jacos’s WeLL—Is on the aze of a rich,
fertile plain near the foot of Gerizim, and
beside the entrance to the pass between Ebal
and Gerizim, and is a beautiful and restful
spot. The great highway from North to
South went through this pass from time
immemorial. The village of ’Askar, the
ancient Sychar, is at the foot of Ebal, about
half a mile away.

_ Until quite recently the well lay open to all
comers, and every pilgrim flung a stone into
it to see how deep it was, but it is now in pos-
session of the authorities of the Greek Church,
who have built a hut over it, and improved
and laid out all the ground round it. They
have also built a long wooden shed, open at
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one side, as a temporary shelter to the pil-
grims of their own faith who visit the place.
The well was once over a hundred feet deep
—an author of the seventh century says over
two hundred—but it has been partly filled up
by the ruins of successive buildings erected
over it. It is now about seventy-five feet

deep, and water stands in it all the year
round, except for a short time in midsummer,
The objection that a woman of Sychar
would not have come half a mile away from
her own running spring for water, is suffi-
ciently met by the supposition that she was
working in the fields, not far from the well,

APPLICATION
By Rev. W. J. Clark, London, Ont.

Jesus therefore, being wearied with his jour-
ney, v. 6. How strange it seems to think of
Jesus being wearied, and yet how near it
brings Him to us. If it had not
been for such passages as those
which tell us of His weariness,
He would have been far removed from our
thinking ; but this makes Him one with our-
selves :

“ In every pang that rends the heart,
The man of sorrows had a part ;
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief.”

A woman of Samaria to draw water, v.
6. How very plain it is, that heaven’s
choicest gifts are meant for ordinary people.
The Glory of The poor and ignorant and
weak may have them as freely
as the rich and learned and
powerful. From the commonest of every-
day occupations, too, there is a broad and
well-trodden path right up to the throne of
Ged.  Along this, divine messengers, like the
angels on Jacob's ladder, are constantly com-
ing to minister to us. There is a glory about
the commonplace to those whose eyes are
opened. The light of heaven shines on our
every-day path.

@ive me to drink, v. 7. 1If only the oppor-
tunity of doing some great service came to us,
how eagerly we would seize it ! So we some-
times dream, and all the while
let slip a hundred chances of
speaking a word of cheer, or
doing some little deed of helpfulness. And
yet it is these little kindnesses that scatter

Commonplace

Wayside
Ministries

bright flowers on steep pathways, and put a

song into the heart of the discouraged. How
sweet the words of the glorified Saviour, “ Ye
have done it unto Me.” With these words

He will welcome us, if we are faithful in our
wayside ministries to His brethren,

Thou,..a Jew. .me,. .a woman of Samaria,
v. 9. Look at the coins as they come from
the mint ! On every one of them is stamped
sharp and clear the head of the
sovereign. So every man, of
whatever race or character, is
made in the image of God. Defiled and
defaced by sin that image may become, but
it is never lost. There yet remains some-
thing, howsoever obscure, that betokens the
original God-likeness. It is this that gives to
human nature its true value and dignity.
And no one who truly honors the Maker will
ever despise one formed in His likeness.

If thou knewest, v. 10, If the one who has
long been digging for water in vain, only
knew that a few more blows of his pick would
open up a never failing spring
of pure, clear water, with what
new eagerness of hope he would
go on. Yes, and if we would only believe
what Christ Himself tells us, that the forth-
putting of a single act of faith would cause to
spring within us the fountain of a deep and
endless joy, how eagerly would we reach out
toward the heavenly Saviour and Lord, who
can perform that miracle of gladness ; He
is far more willing to bestow His gifts than
we are to ask them.

Nothing to draw with, v. 11. What then,
poor soul ?  Must thy thirst go unquenched ?
So, at any rate, saidst not thy heavenly
Master. He “had nothing to
draw with” ; yet He drank
deep Himself, and drew for all
who would come and drink—drank deep and
gave freely of the water of life. And thou,
soul, that hast within thee His blessed Spirit,
hast, like Himself, refreshing fountains of
waters within thine own self. Thou, too,
mayest drink and be satisfied, because thou
art “filled with all the fulness of God.”

The Stamp of
the Mint

The Impetus
of an “If"

Nothing and
yet Everything
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Everyone that drinketh of this water shall
thirst again (Rev. Ver), v. 13. What the
world offers is not worthless. Pleasure,
wealth, power, fame, know-
ledge—all these are good things,
Py fovtes and it is right to strive for and
enjoy them. But the wise man will re-
member that they can never completely
satisfy, and that they will not last for ever.
He will seek his happiness, not from these
« gisterns” which in time will all be “ broken,”
but in the “fountain of living waters,” whose
flow will never fail.

The water that I shall give him, v. 14. The
living water is not offered for money, else
the poor could not enjoy it ; nor as the re-

ward of goodness, else it would
Free to Al be out of the reach of sinners ;

nor as the prize of great learn-
ing, else the ignorant could not obtain it.
Our only and sufficient claim upon it, is our
deep need. To every needy soul it is offered
as a free gift. All may have it ““ without
money and without price.”

Shall never thirst, v. 14. 1t is one thing to
be thirsty in a dry and barren desert where

A Never
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there is no water within reach, and another

to thirst where there is abund-
T"'ri::‘: of ance of water near at hand.

« Blessed,” says Jesus, ““ are
they which do hunger and thirst after right-
eousness.”” Our progress in the Christian life
is a succession of thirsts which sends us to
Christ for their satisfaction. From Him we
receive fresh strength and inspiration in our
upward course.

A well of water springing up into eternal life
(Rev. Ver.), v. 14. The man who has come
to Christ and received of Him will have in

-, himself that which is not de-

. pendent on outward eireum-
Wnopsivied stances, on health, or wealth, or
place, or power. The history of the Christian
church contains many illustrious instances of
this great fact. Men and women have been
imprisoned, martyred, tortured, and through
ail the suffering to which they were subjected,
yet preserved unbroken and unspoiled peace.
Surely there is nogain tobecompared withthis.
The very greatest gift the world has to offer
weighs light in the balance over against this
wonderful gift which heaven bestows upon us.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

By Rev. John H. MacVicar, B.A., Fergus, Ont.
'ﬁview The last Lesson, which showed the

necessity of the new birth. Propose to treat
the present Lesson in the light of the state-
ment in v. 4. Plainly, Jesus was under some
kind of necessity to visit this particular spot.
Inquire what kind of necessity it was. What-
ever answers you receive, choose for yourself
those that will bring out the full scope of the
passage.

. For instance, note Geographical Necessity.
Use a map. Let every one see how obvious it
is, that in going from Judea to Galilee, the
line of travel will pass through Samaria.
Galilee, in a long, roundabout way, could be
reached by another route—the route which
ordinary Jews were in the habit of taking.
In order to avoid contact with the Samaritans
they crossed the Jordan twice. Go into the
history of the long-standing feud with the

their original idolatrous state
in Babylon and vieinity ; the colonizing
movement to fill the empty land ; the raids
of wild beasts that led to the sending of captive
priests to teach them how to worship the true
God ; the commingling of Jewish religious
pmcticeswit.hpagnn rites (see2 Kgs. 17:24-41);
the unwillingness of the Jews to accept the
offer of the Samaritans to help in rebuilding
the temple, Ezra 4 :3 ; the growing irritation
during the passing years. Contrast the con-
duct of Jesus in disregarding this old strife
and deliberately passing through Samaria,
instead of avoiding it like an ordinary Jew.
Deseribe the journey with its elements of
fatigue—the long walk on the dusty road
under the hot Eastern sun.

Note, at this point, Physical Necessity.
Christ was tired, hot, hungry, thirsty. The
disciples go off to buy food. He sits on the
well to rest. The woman comes. He asks
for a drink. She twits Him with speaking to
her at all, and hints that if He were not thirsty
He would never have done it. So little she

Samaritans :
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knew Him. Call for instnnces.in which Jesus
performed His mission regardless of national
distinctions. Show how chance meetings
may have far-reaching results. Christ’s
need of hospitality brought Zaccheus down
from the tree (Luke 19). He received
from Christ far more than he gave. Christ
has need of us, as well as we need of Him.
The more we do for Him, the more we really
receive from Him.

But the strongest necessity which brought
Christ to the well was Spiritual Necessity.
There are deeper wants than are supplied by
outward circumstances. You may have
every advantage in your surroundings, geo-
graphical and physical, and yet lack the one
thing needful. Illustrate how spiritual neces-
sities are fully met in Christ. There is the
unavoidable necessity of dealing with sin.
Christ led the woman away from hers. There

/18 the necessity of widening an imperfect

knowledge. Christ led the woman on from
what little she knew, and in one of his most
profound discourses taught her and the world

~what God really is. There is the necessity
+* for satisfying spiritual yearnings. Christsatis-

fies a thirst which water cannotquench. What
Christ said to the woman about “‘living water,”

© ./ He says to all. Distinguish between what

have been callefi “bottle” Christians, who
wander about lke Hagar in the wilderness
with an empty |bottle : and “spring-well”’
Christians, who have in theni a well of water
springing up intd everlasting life.
For Teachers lof the Boys and Girls

On a housetop, the last Lesson ; beside a
well, the Lesson of to-day ; a learned Jewish
rufer there, a Samaritan woman here ; at
night with Nicodemus, at broad noon-day
time with this new pupil. All times and
places, all sorts of people—nothing came
amiss to this great Teacher. He knew all
hearts ; He loved all people ; and His skill
was as wonderful as His knowledge and love.
Would you have liked Him for your Teacher ?
The nearest, to it is to listen very closely to
Him as He teaches others, such as the woman
at Jacob’s well. 8

His lesson to the woman is like the steps of
a stair. Take them one by one.

“Must needs,” v. 2. A look at the map
will show the two ways (see Exposition) from
Judea to Galilee. Jesus took the road the
Jews seldom traversed. Why ? He “ must
needs go through Samaria,” because this
woman was to be won to God. She was long-
ing after God, strange as was the life she led,
and God’s Son, knowing her heart, came
hither to teach and bless her. It was like the
angels finding out poor Jacob, Gen. 28 : 10-12.

“Sat thus,” v. 6 ; as any tired man would
sit at the blazing noon hour. Make the pic-
ture very lifelike—Jesus “being wearied with
His journey.” How very close it brings our
dear Lord to us! This is a verse for worn,
lonely and disheartened people ; and even
children are worn and lonely and discouraged,
sometimes,

“Give me.” v. 7. We shall come upon the
words again later. Now, it is Jesus who
speaks. Does He indeed really need our help ?
He did then, for He was hungry and thirsty
and tired, as we are. And He does now, too,
—look at Matt. 25 : 34-40. How skilful He
was | We get drawn close to people more
quickly by helping them, than in any other
way (think of instances). Jesus took this
way of drawing His listener to Himself.

“If thou knewest,” v. 10. Of course, you
will have the scholars tell how Jesus led the
woman on from v. 7 to v. 10. She is now all
alert with wonder. Great Teacher as He is,
He excites that wonder still further ; He is
awaking a thirst for the deepest things of life.
“If thou knewest”—what ? Two things—
“the gift of God.” This is the first. We
know it (see John 3 : 16). This also, “who
it is that saith unto thee.” That very Son of
God, Himself both Gift and Giver. Again,
do not we know of Him ? If she had known,
she would have asked. Have we asked ? If
not, why not ?

“8ir, give me,” v. 15. The verses between
tell how her eyes were being opened. She
had ceased to dispute (vs. 9, 12); she had
become eager to have that wondrous gift
which He declared He could give. How had
the change come about ? His words had
done it, His presence, the Holy Spirit speak-
ing and acting through Him. She is praying,
asking, now ; and great is the promise, Matt.
7:7. Who would not ask ?
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under several headings.

Lesson Points

We should reflect honor upo ily

name as well as receive honor from it. v. 5.

Rest is sweetest when the weariness is from
work well done. v. 6.

There are no missing links in the chain of
the divine purpose. v. 7.

True religion lifts us above racial prejudices.
v. 8.

The brotherhood of men is founded on the
Fatherhood of God. v. 9.

The spirit of getting is of the world ; the
spirit of giving is of God. v. 10.

Human plans for happiness are complex
and difficult; God’s are simple and easy. v. 11.

The divine presence among men is not
merely a matter of history ; it is a reality of
to-day. v. 12.

As little as the fish can live in the air or the
bird in the water, can the soul be satisfied
with earthly joys. v. 13.

The believer becomes a source, as well as
a recipient, of blessing. v. 14.

From the Library

It is strange that Christ should often speak
His most remarkable words to the least re-
markable persons.—Fairbairn.

On asking drink from a woman near Nab-
lous (Shechem), who was filling her pitcher,
we were angrily and churlishly refused :
«The Christian dogs might get it for them-
selves.”—Tristram.

Jesus would be recognized as a Jew by His
garments. The color of the fringes was prob-
ably white ; that of Samaritans would be
blue.—Dr. M. B. Riddle.

Weary satst Thou seeking me,
Diedst redeeming on the tree.
Can in vain such labor be ?
—Quoted by Dr. Marcus Dods.

To-day Shechem is the seat of the govern-
ment of the province, and—eloquent homage
of civilization to its immemorial rank—it is
the connecting link of the east and west of
Jordan. . .1t was by this natural capital of the
Holy Land, from which the outgoings to the
world are so many and so open, that the

religion of Israel rose once for all above every
geographical limit, and the charter of a uni-
versal worship was given.—Dr. George Adam
Smith.

The teacher can learn from this narrative
some important lessons in teaching :—

1. Note His method of teaching this un-
learned woman, as contrasted with the edu-
cated and cultured Nicodemus.

2. He was just as ready to teach in an un-
welcoming neighbourhood, in spite of race
and religious prejudices, as in His own city.

3. He was not discouraged at having only
one unlikely scholar in His class, but taught
the deepest truths.

4. He was very wise in His method of
approach, in asking her to do something for
Him.

5. He used familiar illustrations from
objects close at hand.

6. He pressed home the one great truth,
avoiding all irrelevant discussion.—Peloubet.
Prove from Scripture

That Jesus is truly man.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home STupY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Name the three provinces of
Palestine from south to north.

5, 6 Whence had Jesus come ?  Whither
was He going? How long had He been
walking ? Where did He rest ?

7,8 Who came to the well 7 How did she
carry her pitcher 2 Why did she come to the
well for water ? The request of Jesus?
Whither had the disciples gone ?

9-12 Why was the woman surprised ?
How did she know Jesus was a Jew? Can
you tell how it was that Jesus' disciples dealt
with the Samaritans ?  What did Jesus offer ?
Why was the woman puzzled ?

13, 14 Tell two things about the blessings
Jesus gives.

Seniors and the Home Department—
Where was Sychar ? How long had Jesus
been in Judwma ?

5-8 To whom had the site of Shechem been
given, and by whom ? What need had Jesus
in common with the woman ? Describe the
Saviour's two natures. (S. Catechism, Ques.
21.)

U S —
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9-12 Explain the ill-feeling between Jews
and Samaritans ? Who were commanded to
preach the gospel in Samaria ? (Acts 1:8.)
Whodidso ? (Acts8:5.)

73

13, 14 What defects in the water from
Jacob’s well?  To whom is “the water of
life” offered ? (Rev. 22: 17.) On what
terms ?

THE CATECHISM

By 5

[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assembly’s Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 62. Reasons for obedience lo the
Fourth Commandment. They are four in
number, namely :

1. God’s gift to us of six other days. This
gift includes all the opportunities of provid-
ing for our necessities and enjoyments which
the six days of the week afford. There are
contained in it health and strength of body,
along with our capacities of mind for work
and pleasure. Those to whom each of the
six days has come laden with blessings have
good reason to set apart the seventh to thank
and praise the great Giver for all His good-
ness to us.

2. God’s claim of special ownership in the
Sabbath. The word “challenge” used here
means “to claim,as due, to demand as a
right.”” “Propriety” means exclusive owner-
ship. The Sabbath is here said to belong to
God in a special sense. This statement is
borne out by such seriptures as Ex. 16 : 25 ;
20:10; Lev.23: 3; Deut.5:14 ; Isa. 58 :
13. We have as little right to take the hours

of the Sabbath for our own purposes, as a man
has to take our money against our will. They
belong to God.

3. God’s own example. It is stated in
Gen. 2 : 2, and again in Ex. 31 : 17, that God
rested from His creative work on the seventh
day. In the latter passage the Sabbath is
spoken of as a sign of the covenant between
the Lord and His people. This day reminds
us that God is our Creator, and also, by the
deliverance it brings from toil, speaks to us
of redemption from sin. God’s resting on
the seventh day furnishes an example to be
followed by men, of keeping sacred a seventh
part of their time, whether it be the seventh
day, as among the Jews, or the first day, as
among ourselves.

4. God'’s blessing the Sabbath day ; which
means that those who observe the Sabbath
will receive a blessing. We are so constituted
in our physical, mental, and spiritual nature
that the weekly day of rest is necessary to our
highest well being.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

By Mrs. Jessie

Johnston, North Bay, Ont.

Lesson Subject—Jesus the Forgiver of men.
Introduction—A talk about wells will serve to introduce the Lesson.

Perhaps you have
seen an old-fashioned well, (De-

{ Lo VE
/‘/4, COMFORT
%  HELP
FORGIVENESS

SALVATION

scribe, or show picture, or draw
outline.) We are going to hear
of an old well—Jacob’s well—
where Jesus stopped to get a
drink one day when He was
walking from Jerusalem away
up to Galilee.

Jacob's Well—Jesus and His
disciples left Jerusalemsoon after
the talk with Nicodemus (recall
Lesson), and went away up north
to Galilee (outline map). At
noon, when the sun was hot,
they came to Jacob’s well (out-

line) at Sychar. The disciples
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went into the town to get some food, while
Jesus sat on the side of the well to rest.

The Woman of Samaria—Picture the wo-
man with her water jars coming to the well to
draw water. The people of Samaria and the
Jews were not good friends. The woman saw
Jesus sitting on the side of the well, and knew,
from His appearance, that He was a Jew.
She was very much surprised when He said,
“Give me g drink.”” Surely a Jew would not
ask g drink from a woman of Samaria | Jesus
says, “If you knew about the gift of God, if
you knew iwho is speaking to you, you would
ask Me and I should give you living water.”
The woman,did not know what Jesus meant.
She did not! know that He was Jesus, God’s
Son, who could give life and everything. She
thought He meant water to drink. He has
nothing to draw with ! The well is deep !
What does this man mean ! Jesus tells the
woman that she needs to come for this water
day after day. One jar full is not enough !
(When we drink water, we get thirsty again.)
He tells her that the living water satisfies
all those who drink of it.

Jesus and Jacob—The woman has a ques-
tion to ask. She and her people were very
proud of being descended from Jacob. He
had dug this well, and its water was good
enough for him, and his family, and his

cattle. But this Stranger spoke of water
that was better. Who could He be ? Was
He greater than Jacob. She did not know
that Jesus was the Son of God. But she is
to learn it soon.
Living Water—Jesus means by this—
SALVATION
HELP
COMFORT
FORGIVENESS
HIS LOVE (Read upwards)
Only Jesus can give this to us. 1t refreshes
our soul, just as water refreshes our body.
When do we take a drink of water ? Yes,
“When we feel thirsty.” Jesus wants us to
“feel thirsty” for His love and forgiveness,
ete. He wants us to ask Him for it and to let.
Him forgive us and save us.
Prayer—All repeat (with bowed heads), or
sing,
“ Jesus help us to remember
This sweet lesson from Thy word ;
Write upon our hearts forever,
Truths that we this day have heard.
All the week be ngar and bless us,
Bring us to Thy house again ;
Lord be with us, guard us, guide us,
For our Saviour’s sake—Amen.”
rfune of “What a Friend we have in
Jesus,” Hymn 404, Book of Praise.

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW
By Rev. ! M. M B.D.

THE LIVING WATER

Be sure that the scholars understand what Tran Livine WATER is. Bring out by ques-
tions, that it represents the new life, with all its blessings, which Jesus gives. Speak of
some of these blessings, such as pardon, peace, joy, victory over temptation, the sure hope of

heaven, ete. Then impress the three qualiti

es of the “living water’” mentioned in the

Exposition (V8. 13,14). The blessings of the new life (1) satisfy, and not for a time only,

like the water in Jacob’s well, (2) they are near at hand (“in him”), and (3) they lead to
eternal life. Ask, “From whom do we get the new life ?” Make it very clear how
willing Jesus is to give it to us. The next question is, “In what way do wegetit ?” All we
have to do is to “ask,” v. 10. Is it for all? Let this question be answered by the repetit-

tion of the Golden Text.

I PR r—
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Lesson VIL

THE SECOND MIRACLE IN CANA

February 12, 1905

John 4 : 43-54. Commit to memory vs. 49-51.

GOLDEN TEXT—The same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath seat me,.

43 1 Now after two days he departed thence,
and went into Gal'ilee.

For Je’sus himself testified, that a prophet
hath no honour in his own country.

45 2 Then when he was come into Gal’ilee, the
Galile’ans received him, having seen all the things
that he did 9 at Jerwsalem at the feast: for they
uho wenz unto the feast.

So Je’sus came again into Ca’na of Gal'ilee,
whm ha made the water wine. And there was a
certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Caper’naum,

47 When he heard that Je’sus was come out of
Jud®’s into Gal’ilee, he went unto him, and besought
him_that he would come down, and heal his son :
for he was at !he}')mnt of death.

48 5 Then said Je’sus unto him, Except ye see
signs and wonders, ye will ¢ not believe,

W Version—!' And after the two days he went forth from thence into Gu.hlee i

~—John 5 : 36.

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down
ere my child die

50 Je'sus wl.h unto_him, Go thy way ; thy son
liveth, And the man believed the word that Xe'aus
7had spoken unto him, and he went his way.

51 And as he was now going down, his servants
met him, *and told him, saying, * Thy son liveth.

52 19 Then enquired he of them the hour when
he began to amend. ! And they said unto him,
Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.

53 So the father knew that it was at 12 the same
our, in the which Je’sus said unto him, Thy son
liveth : and himself believed, and his whole house.
_ 54 This is again the second '3 miracle that Je'sus
did, 1 when he was come out of Jud®’a into Gal'ilee,

2 So when
he e; 4in; 41 He came therefore again unto; ©Jesus therefore said; ¢in no e ; ake ;
* Omat nnd told him ; 9that his son lived; 1 So he enquired ; 1! They said therelore: “ chn Lullr H
13 gign ; ' having come.

LESSON PLAN
1. The People's Welcome, 43-45.
II. The Father’s Request, 46-49.
II1. The Son's Healing, 50-52.
IV. The Household’s Faith, 53, 54.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I B. R. Association)
M.—The second mlnwle m Cana, John 4 : 43-54,
T.—No hunur. Mark 6: W.—At the feast,

hn 2: 13-2! Th. —ltoqulrmg a sign, Man 12:
gg—&. F— “o’lhawnrd only,” Matt. 8 : 5-13. 8.—

Faith necessary, Heb 11: 1-6. 8.—" As Thou
wilt,” Matt. 15: 21-28.

Shorter Ca toohum ues, 63. Which 18 the
fifth commandment # A. The fifth commandment
is, Honour thy father and thy mother ; that thy
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee.

Question on Missions—7. Who were the
first missionaries to foreign countries? Paul and
Barnabas, who were sent forth from the church at
i\nn)uch were the first foreign missionaries, (Acts 13 :
-5

Lesson Hymns —Bool k of Praise, 418 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 168 ; ; 34 (Ps, Sel); 38 (from
PRiMARY Qmm‘znw), lo

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—Dec., 27 A.D.; Cana
(see Lesson 1V.) and Capernaum, a town on
the north-western shore of the Lake of
Galilee.

Connecting Links—After the wonderful
words of Jesus, the Samariian woman went
to her people in the city, and told them that
ghe had met One who was probably the
Messiah, ch. 4 : 20. Jesus Himself rejoices
in the prospects of a rich harvest which the
disciples will reap after His death, vs. 35, 36.
The Samaritans discover that Jesus is not the
Messiah of the Jews alone, and believe on Him
with genuine faith as the Snviour of the
world, vs. 40-42.

I. The People’s Welcome, 43-45.

Vs. 43, 44. After the two days (Rev. Ver.);
mentioned in v. 40. He departed thence (from
Sychar) . .into Galilee ; continuing the journey
which had brought Him to Jacob’s well, v. 3
Galilee was now for two years to be the chief
field of His ministry. For; introducing the
reason why now for the first time Jesus was
about to become a public Teacher in Galilee.

A prophet (“teacher”) hath no honour in his

own country. Westcott, Reith and others take

Judea to be “His own country” because

Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Calvin and

many more say Nazareth. A third opinion

holds that it is Galilee. The experience de-

scribed in the saying is a common one. A

man has often to win distinction among

strangers before his neighbors recognize his .
merit.

V. 45. So the Galileans received (‘“‘wel-
comed”) him (Rev. Ver.). Accepting the
first explanation of v. 44, there is here a con-
trast with our Lord’s failing to receive due
honor in Jerusalem (ch. 2:23-25); the second
explanation makes the contrast to be with the
reception He might expect at Nazareth (com-
pare Luke 4 : 24); according to the third, we
have the result at home of having won fame
abroad. Things that he did at Jerusalem;
referring to John 2 : 14-17, 23; 3: 2. At the
Jeast; the Passover, ch. 2:13. Great numbers
of pilgrims from Galilee would be there (com-
pare Luke 2 : 41).
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II. The Father’'s Request, 46-49.

Vs. 46, 47. Cana of Galilee; the home of
Nathanael, ch. 21: 2. Jesus would have
friends there. Where he made the water wine.
Here He might hope to find fruitful soil for
His future labors. A certain nobleman (Rev.
Ver., margin, “king's officer”); “officer of the
king's court” (Weymouth), probably a mili-
tary officer of Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee,
whose court was at Tiberias. Some have
fancied that he was Chuza, Luke 8 : 3. The
fame of Jesus had penetrated far. Whose son
was sick. Compare the story of the centur-
jon’s servant, Luke 7 : 1-10. At Capernaum
20 miles away. When he heard. The move-
ments of Jesus were now carefully observed.
Went unto him; ‘“‘went away,” left his son,
though very ill. Jesus was known as a won-
der worker. This side cf His work would
appeal to the common people, and its fame
would quickly spread. Besought him. Com-
pare the appeal of Jairus, Mark 5 :23. Come
down, etc.; as though, for such a desperate
case, His presence and touch were necessary
in order to a cure.

Vs. 48, 49. Except ye see signs and won-
ders. The word “signs” points to the sug-
gestion of deep spiritual truth, the word
“yonder” to the startling effect of miracles
on the beholder. Ye will in no wise believe
(Rev. Ver.); “nothing will induce you to
believe.” Not only the officer, but the Gali-
lwans also, in contrast with the Samaritans,
were attracted more by the astounding
power of Jesus than by the moral and spiritual
element in Him.  Core down ere my child
(“my little boy”) die. The father has con-
fidence in Jesus, but does not realize that He
has power even to raise the dead. He was,
however, climbing step by step to a higher
and purer faith.

III. The Son's Healing, 50-52.

Vs. 50-52. Go thy way; a test of faith.
Thy son liveth; the crisis is past. Believed the
word ; now, without beholding a miracle—true
faith (compare v. 41). Went his way; *‘ started
back home.” (Weymouth.) His servants met
him; having seen the boy's improvement, and
wishing to tell their master that he need not
bring Jesus. Thy son liveth. When the
father left, he expected that his son might be
dead by this time. Enquired. .when he began

to amend. He expected a gradual cure.
Yesterday at the seventh hour; most probably
one o'clock, p.m. (See Light from the East.)
Business for Herod—he was a “king’s officer”
—or the fatigue of the beast he rode may
have delayed the officer. The fever let him;
not a gradual, but a sudden and decided
change. This work of healing meets the defi-
nition of a miracle as “ an event compelling

attention and awal wonder, indicat

superh power, plishing some prac-
tical work and furnishing a sign of a divine
message.” .

IV. The Household’s Faith, 53-54.

Vs. 53, 54. At the same hour ; evidently,
therefore, no mere chance recovery, but at the
direct command of Jesus. Believed; a pure
faith, for the officer trusted Jesus long before
he saw any direct proof of the cure. But his
faith was confirmed by the miracle. And
his whole house; household, including ser-
vants. Possibly they were not Jews, and
this would be another proof that Jesus was
“the Saviour of the world,” v. 42. The
second miracle. See ch. 2 :11. He had done
many in Judia, but He had not worked
publicly in Galilee. This miracle proved :
(1) that the power of Jesus was divine, be-
cause it had such a wide range; (2) His sym-
pathy. Ch. 20 :29, last clause, sums up a
leading truth of the Lesson.

Light from the East

Sgvents Hour—The Hebrew day in the
ordinary sense began at sunrise, and lasted
till dark, but sometimes, as with us, it in-
cluded the night as its necessary complement,
and in that case it was measured from sunset
to sunset. There is no mention of hours in
the Old Testament until the time of Daniel.
In the New Testament, the day, that is the
period of light, is divided into twelve hours
of unequal length, varying from forty-nine
to seventy-one minutes in length, according
to the season of the year. If the Jewish
mode of reckoning was used here, the seventh
hour would be one o’clock p.m.; and as a
new day began at six o’clock, and the ser-
vants did not meet their master until after
that hour, they might speak of what happened
at one o’clock, as occurring yesterday. Some
attempt to prove that John always uses the
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supposed Roman mode of computation,
which they say was the same as ours, that is
twenty-four equal hours reckoned from mid-
night to mid-night. Others confidently as-

- sert that, while this method of computation

was known to astronomers at that time, it
was not used in the affairs of common life
until towards the close of the fourth century.,

APPLICATION

And after the two days (Rev. Ver.), v. 43.
Until we have finished our present task we
should lend all our energies to it. After it is
completed we should put it
behind us, and set our faces
with equal devotion to the next
duty. There is no time to waste either in
self-congratulations or regrets. The achieve-
ments of our life are like the stories of a house;
one is finished only to form the starting-point
of the next. Our work is not done until the
last brick is laid.

A prophet hath no honour in his own country,
v. 44. It is no credit to men that this pro-
verb is true. We should be ready to recog-

Where the  NiZe power and character where-

Great Men  ever it is to be found, and never

on From discount it because it is found
among those whom we have known famil-
iarly. The great men have to come from
some place. Why should there not arise one
among our intimates ? Take care that petty
jealousy is not at the root of our depreciation
of those near to us.

Cana of Galilee, where he made the water
wine, v. 46. How many monuments of per-
sons and events, supposed to be the most en-
during, have fallen into ruin !
The Tower of Babel has perish-
ed. There is but one solitary
pillar left standing in the Roman Forum.
But the name of Cana, an insignificant village
of Galilee is still fresh and fragrant. The
deeds of sympathy and kindness done in it
by the world’s Saviour are its lasting monu-
ment. And, depend upon it, we shall be
longest remembered by the good we do. It
is by our loving service we shall live in the
memory of those we help.

Whose son was sick, v. 46. Only a “little
boy,” but the father will drop all business,
set out on a journey, swallow his pride to beg
favor of this carpenter’s son of

Starting Point
and Goal

Lasting
Monuments

How Parents

Love Nazareth, because the “little
boy” is sick. If he dies, the
light will have gone out of the father’s life.

Do the boys and girls quite understand how
fathers and mothers love them ? Do they
often reckon up what fathers and mothers
have denied themselves for them,—what has
ploughed those furrows so deep upon the
aging faces ? He is a thankless child surely,
who will forget such love, and its claim for
love and honor in return.,

When he heard that Jesus was come. . he
went unto him, v. 47.  Like the instinet of the
birds which fly southward as they feel the
tang of frost in the air, this
man’s dread and need sent him
to Jesus, the great and gracious
wonder-worker. It is a true spiritual in-
stinct that drives us to Christ. Who is
strong but He ? Who wise ? Who tender
and compassionate ?  Who so ready to help ?
In our need and our guilt—our so great need
of healing—what other can we do but ery :

“ Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly:
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.”

Besought him, v. 47. Let our prayers
spring out of our actual present need, and
they are sure to be earnest, direct and effect-

“ ual. It may be some difficult

When to Pray task we are required to do,

some shameful conversation we

are forced to hear, some sudden temptation

to swerve from truth and honor ; whatever it

is, pray, and help will come from our lov-
ing and ever-present God and Father.

The man believed the word that Jesus spake
(Rev. Ver.), v. 50. The heroic Livingstone
knew that he was never alone in the depths
of Africa, for he had the word
of Jesus Christ, “the truest
gentleman that ever lived,” to
be with him. We have the word of Christ for
pardon, for keeping now and forever. It is
ours to take Him at His word and spend our
energy, not in questioning how He is to give
us all He has promised, but in serving Him
where and as we are.

Our Only
Healer

The Word of a
Gentleman
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Himaself believed, and his whole house, v. 53.
“Whom having not seen, ye love,” wrote the
apostle Peter, “in whom, though now ye see

Him not, yet believing, ye re-
'l‘hsn.:.li::en joice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory.” Was anything
more real, to this Capernaum nobleman,
than the presence of Jesus, though He was

twenty miles away ? Nor can there be any-

thing to prevent His standing at our side,

though He is now in Heaven. No one is

nearer to us than is He.

« Speak to Him for He hears, and Spirit with
Spirit can meet—

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer

than hands and feet.”

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

The Lesson describes “the second miracle”
performed “in Cana.” There were other
miracles in between at Jerusalem, to which
Nicodemus referred. Perhaps the teaching
of the Lesson may be brought out by dis-
cussing certain difficulties presented in it.

1. Why was Jesus there ?

Point out the strangeness of the reason for
His presence, stated in v. 44, That “a pro-
phet hath no honor in his own country”
would seem to be the best of reasons for stay-
ing away from Galilee. In v. 45 it is men-
tioned that the Galileans had gone to the
feast at Jerusalem and had witnessed His
reception there. Was the warmth of the
reception now given Him in His own country
due to the warmth of the reception which
they had seen Him receive abroad ? Many
people recognize the merits of the great largely
because of the recognition they obtain in the
wider world. Perhaps the befter view to
take of the reason why Christ went to Galilee
is, that He wished to be in retirement and
had a good prospect of passing unnoticed
“in His own country.” Yet, as in the case
of the Syropheenician woman (Mark 7: 24-30),
He could not be hid. T he nobleman found
Him. Take up another difficulty :

2. Why was the nobleman’s reception 80
chilly ?

The agonizing father seems to be merged in
a class needing rebuke (see v. 48). Was Jesus
contrasting this class with the Samaritans
who believed without miracles ; or was He
testing the nobleman’s faith, in contrast with
his sight ? Was he to be convinced that the
power which would heal was independent of
time and space ? That raises another diffi-
culty :

3. Why was the miracle performed at @
distance ?

May it not have been intended to correct
a yearning for a visible Redeemer ? En-
courage your class to count Christ’s word just
as effective as His presence. Show that He
is nearer in His invisible presence than He
could be in the body, when men had to make
long journeys to find Him. Be impressed in
your own mind with the fact that there will
be two before your class when you teach this
lesson—yourself, visible to them, and Christ,
who in the person of the Spirit, is invisible.
You are to give Christ visibility. Ina word,
turn the miracle into a parable on The Power
of an Invisible Saviour.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The class will be on edge to get on to the
curing of the sick boy. That is the chief
point of interest in the lesson. Hold them
back by some questions. They will the
better see the meaning of the story. Which
“two days”? Why had Jesus, in the first
place, halted on His journey ? What led
Him to prolong His stay ? What effect had
His words on the Samaritans ?

Now He is on His journey again. What
about His way of travelling? On foot, for
He was poor.

What took Him to Galilee ? Verse 44
is the answer. He went where they would
accept Him. Is it ever otherwise ? Jesus
wants, oh, so longingly, to come to us. It is
only when we are willing, when we open the
door, that He comes in, Rev. 3 : 20.

Get the map here. Find Cana. Question
out the story of ch. 2: 1-11. Ask how far
away Capernaum was ? The story of the
turning of the water into wine might easily
fly twenty miles ; and so what is said in v.
47 is no surprise.

But go back a little. Question about the
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sick boy. How sick ? v. 47, last clause.
And the father—who was he ? A “king’s
officer” ; a great man, likely a proud,
haughty man. But he becomes a beggar—
came and “besought’ Jesus ; all for love of
his boy. A fine opportunity this, to call out
the gratitude and love and honor of children
to their parents.

Is v. 48 a rebuke ? It seems to make the
father only more earnest and insistent. Have
the scholars note the seven (only seven) short
words of his prayer. It is a model prayer for
brevity, simplicity, directness and fervor.

And the answer comes in fewer words still,
v.50. How God loves to answer our prayers!
loves, too, to have us ask great things of Him.

Again, what simple faith, and what swift
obedience, v. 50. The “king’s officer” is
giving in his allegiance to the King of kings.
Wise man, he !

Don’t allow the talk to run off into the
question, Why did he not get home till next
day ? The real point is the father’s enquiry,
When did he begin to amend ? and the an-
swer of the servants.

What else could the father think, but that
this Jesus was God ? And what else could he
do but believe with his whole heart, v. 53 ?
Do we see such miracles now ? Every bad
man changed into a good man is a miracle as
great, or greater. Can we disbelieve ? Shall
not we believe ?

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

No place or party can have a monopoly of
Christ’s presence and power. v. 43.

Greatness is not determined by geography.
v. 44,

Christ’s miracles are but the forerunners of
His message. v. 45.

We are judged by our record. v, 46.

Sorrow is a heaven-sent messenger to bring
us to the Saviour. v. 47.

It is a crippled faith that needs the crutches
of sight. v. 48,

Earnest prayers are simple. v. 49,

The believing man is the quiet and con-
fident man. v. 50.

There are no failures with the great Physi-
cian. v. 51,

Trust is the sweet flower that grows in the
stern soil of trial. v. 53.

From the Library

The quantity of marshy land in the neigh-
borhood of Capernaum . . has made fever of
a very malignant type at times the character-
istic of the place.—Geikie.

Dare to act in the absence of emotion,
stepping out as bidden on the yielding water,
in sheer faith, and it will become a sheet of
rock beneath the feet. To such a faith noth-
ing is impossible.—F. B. Meyer.

When a man declares to me, “I cannot

believe in miracles,” I reply, “I can, be-
cause I have witnessed them.” “When and
where ?”” “On a certain street in this city
is a man who was a week ago given over to
every form of vice and brutality, and who is
now a good citizen, an honest workman, a
kind husband, a loving father, a pure, upright
man.”  Surely that is such a miracle as makes
me forever believe in the possibility of
miracles.—Drummond.
Prove from Scripture
That Jesus answers prayer.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home Stupy QuarTERLY]

Juniors—How long did Jesus remain in
Samaria ? Whither did He then go ?

4345 Where had Jesus been teaching ?
Why is Judma called “His own country” ?
How had its people treated Him ? How did
the Galileans receive Him ? How had they
heard of Him before ?

4649 What miracle already wrought at
Cana ? Who now came to Jesus ? What
did he ask ? How ill was his son ? Where
was he ? How far from Cana ? Where did
the father think Jesus must go, to heal his son?

50-52 With what words did Jesus comfort
the father ?  How did the man show his faith?
Who met him on the way ? With what news?
When had the fever left the sick son ?

53, 54 At what hour had Jesus spoken the
words of healing ? Who believed in Jesus ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
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Where was Cana ? Capernaum ? To whom
did the woman of Samaria testify of Jesus ?
With what result? The fruits of Jesus’ teach-
ing at Sychar ?

43-45 Explain v.44. On what ground did
the Galileans welcome Jesus ? What prop-
hecy made concerning them ?  (Isa. 9 :1, 2.)

46-49 To whose court did the nobleman”’
belong 2 Where did his master live ?  What
two mistakes did the father make in regard to
his son’s healing 2 Why did Jesus seemingly
rebuke him 2 Show that Jesus had know-
ledge of things without being present (ch. 11 :
11-13.)

50-54 What is faith ? What does it pro-
duce? (Rom.5:1,2;1 Pet.1:8.) What
believers did Jesus pronounce blessed ? (ch.

20:29.)
The Catechism
[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly’s Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 63. The Fifth Commandment. This
Commandment contains a precept and a pro-
mise.

1. The precept. All ancient nations agreed
in feeling that there is a specially close con-
nection between duties to parents and duties
to God. In Lev. 19:2,3, the Fourth and
Fifth Commandments are referred to as the
twin fruits of true religion. A Greek his-
torian writes, “ Nature and the laws which
guard natural order have put the first and
chief honor upon parents together with the

gods ;”’and a Roman orator said, “We ought
to venerate a parent as we do God.”

The precept before us sums up the duties of
children to parents in the word “honor.”
The child owes to his parents respect because
they are older and wiser than he ; because
he derives his life from them ; because they
are his example ; and, most of all, because
they stand to him in the place of God.

Another debt of children to parents is
obedience. The child is not the- judge of
what he should do, but the parents, and so
obedience ought to be prompt and without
question. The home is the school in which
children should so practise obedience that

they will afterwards become law-t biding
citizens in the state.

When the child grows up, the authority of
his parents ceases, and he must choose and
act for himself. But to the end of life he is
bound to cherish affection towards his parents
in return for their love lavished on him. Our
Lord teaches (Matt. 15 : 4-6) that children
should not only cherish right feelings towards
their parents, but also, if necessary, provide
for their support.

2. The promise. Some hold that this pro-
mise was intended for the nation, and means
that a people among whom honor is paid to
parents will be prosperous. But it is true
also that individuals who honor their parents
will, as a rule, be rewarded by long and happy
lives.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Jesus the Healer of men.

Introduction—Have you ever been ill ?

JESUS = THE DOCTOR

-PRAYE -

JESUS POWER = THE MEDICINE
HE MESSENGER

Did you ever go to see a boy or girl who was
ill? How pale and weak the sick
one looked ! He had to lie in
bed all day long, and the doctor
came to visit him, and felt his
pulse, and looked at his tongue,
and gave him medicine out of a
bottle. The mother or nurse
takes care of the sick one, and
oh ! what joy when he is able to
get up and play once more !
Lesson—Money will not keep
away sickness. People get sick
in the homes of the rich and
great, as well as in the homes
of the poorer people. Let us
look into this great house in
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Capernaum (map), where a nobleman and
his family live. We must step quietly. There
is sickness in the home. A little boy is very
ill, about to die. They can do nothing for
him. Medicine will not cure him.

The Nobleman’s Faith—The father has
heard that Jesus, who has been healing the
sick, ete., has come from Jesusalem to Galilee,
and is at Cana. (Do you remember where
we last saw Jesus talking to the woman of
Samaria ?) Perhaps you remember a won-
derful miracle Jesus did at Cana at the mar-
ringe feast ? It is twenty miles from Caper-
naum to Cana, The nobleman hastens to
Cana to ask Jesus to come and heal his boy.
Describe his anxiety. He begs Jesus to come,
or his son will die.

The Cure—Now comes the wonderful cure.
Jesus does not send medicine to the boy as our
doctor would do, nor does He go with the
father to see the sick one. He just says, “ Go
thy way, thy son liveth.” The man had faith
to believe it, and went home.

Picture the servants running to meet him
with the glad news, “ Thy son liveth.” What
time did he get better ? Just at the same
moment that Jesus had spoken the words !
What a wonderful Healer Jesus was! No
one could do this wonderful thing but God’s

own Son ! The father and all his family and
servants believed on Jesus because they saw
His wonderful power.

" EAL
Jesus is able to HE ARTS that are bad
ICKNESS
and full of SIN.

Jesus is Able to Heal Now—Jesus was at
Cana, and healed the sick boy twenty miles
away; Jesus is now in heaven, but can

Ié:{; us just as well as if we could see
Him. (Sing Hymn 544, Book of Praise).
How do we let Him know about our sickness
or trouble? We have just to speak to him
in prayer. He is sure to hear us and will
help us.

Golden Text—Repeat and explain.

Paying Jesus—A great doctor found a poor,
sick boy on the street, and took him home and
took care of him till he got well. “I have no
money to pay you, doctor,” said the lad,
“but I'll always love you, and I'll tell every
one about your kindness and help.” That
is the only way we can ““pay Jesus.”

Something to draw at Home—Draw a bed.
Print Jesus Cusep Tae Sick Boy.

Something to Remember—I should trust
Jesus.

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A FATHER'S iy

AITH

Where had Jesus been ? Into what province did He now come ? To what village ?
What had He done here before ? Questions like these will introduce the Review. Now
ask who came to Jesus ? Ah, then, we have before us A Faruer (Print). What trouble
was in his home ? Was the son very ill ? Call for the expressions which show his great
danger. The father was afraid his son would die. So the lesson tells us of a father'S Frar
(Print). To whom do we go when we are ill 7 What physicians do we trust ? Give the
answer if you cannot get it—*those who have helped others.” Ask for another word

“instead of trust.” Another thing, then, in the Lesson is a father's Farra (Print). Bring
out by questions, that his faith rested at first on the miracles of Jesus, then on His word,
and it was rewarded by the healing of his son, which made it clearer and stronger still. As a
closing question, ask, What should we do with our fears ? Just bring them to Jesus in faith.
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82 Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda

Lesson VIIL

JESUS AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA  February 19, 1905

John 5 :1-15. Commit to memory vs. 8, 9. Read John 5 : 1-47.
GOLDEN TEXT—And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles,—John 6 : 2.

1 After 1 this there was a feast of the Jews ; and
Je’'sus went up to Jeru’salem.

2 Now there is ®at Jeru'salem by the sheep
3 market_8a gool which is called 4in the He'brew

es’da, having five porches.
3 In these lay a ° t multitude of 6impotent
folk, of blind, halt, withered, ' waiting for the mov-
ing of the water. p
_ 4 For an angel went down at a certain season
into the pool, and troubled the water : whosoever
then first after the troubling of the water stepped
in was made whole of whatsoever disease he o

5 And a certain man was there, which had *an
infirmity thirty and aiﬁh!. years,

6 When Je’sus saw him 9 lie, and knew that he
had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto
him, 1© Wilt thou be made whole ? .

7 The ! impotent man answered him, Sir, I have
no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into
the poo' + but while I am coming, another steppeth
down before me.

Revised Version—! these thinfn; 2in; Sgate
ete. ; 1 Omit rest of verse: also verse 4 ; * been thirty
thou ; !l sick ; 12 straightway

i
al

318'!\!! saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed,

and walk,

9 And '? immediately the man was made whole,
and took up his bed, and walked : 13 and on the
same day was the sabbath. .

10 14 The Jews therefore said unto him that
was cured, It is the sabbath day : it is not lawful
for thee to 1% em‘r thy bed.

11 He answered them, He that made me whole,
the same said unto me, Take up_thy bed, and walk.

12 16 Then asked they him, What man is that
which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk ?

13 17 And he that was healed wist not who it
was: for Je'sus had conveyed himself away, a
multitude being in 1% that place.

14 Afterward Je’sus findeth him in the temple,
and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole :
gin no more, lest & worse thing ' come unto thee.

15 The man 2 departed, and told the Jews that
it was Je’sus, which had made him whole.
4in Hebrew ; °Omit great ; ¢ that were sick, blind,

nd eight years in his infirmity ; *1 ing ; 10 Wouldest

1"Now it was the sabbath on that day; 14So the Jews said ; 15 take

up thy bed. But he; 1¢ They asked him, Who is the man that said ; 17 But ; '* the ; 19 befall ; % went away.

LESSON PLAN

II. The Cure, 6-9.
UL The Critics, 10-13.
1IV. The Caution, 14, 15.
DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)
M.—Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda, John 5 : 1-15.
T.—Help for the helpless, Luke 5: 17-26. W.—
Love and pity, Isa. 63 : 7-14. Th.—" Went about
doing good,” Acts 10: 34-43." F.—A question
unanswered, Mark 3: 1-8, S.—Enemies silenced,

Luke 13 : 10-17. 8.—Duty of praise, Ps. 107 : 10-22,

Shorter Catechism —Ques. 64. What is re-
quired in the fifth commandment ? A. The fifth
commandment requireth the preserving the honour,
and performing the duties, belonging to everyone
in their several places and relations, as superiors,
inferiors, and equals. ‘

The Question on Missions—8. Where, and by
whom, was the gospel first preached in Kurope?
The gospel was first Prelchr;d in Europe at Philippi
in Macedonia by Paul and Silas (Acts 16: 12, 13).

n Hymns—Book of Praise, 418 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 404; 398; 77; 75 (from PRiMARY
QUARTERLY); 403.

EXPOSITION

Time and Place— Probably Marchor April,
28 A.D.; Jerusalem.

Connecting Links—We are transferred
again to Jerusalem, only the Galilan min-
istry being recorded in the Synoptic Gospels,
which do not mention this visit, though there
are hints that Jesus did go to Jerusalem some-
what frequently (see, “how often,” in Luke
13 :34). This incident is chosen by the evan-
gelist “to show how opposition to Jesus
developed in Judwea, where at the seat of the
hierarchy deadly hostility breaks out against
him, while in a different sphere (in Galilee),
the half-belief of the populace (ch. 6) veers to
unbelief.” (Weiss.)

I. The Case, 1-5.

V.1. After this. We do not know certainly
how long Jesus had been at work in Galilee.
A Jeast of the Jews. Some manuseripts read
“the feast,” in which case it would be either
Passover in April, or Tabernacles in Septem-
ber ; but “a feast” is probably correct, and
it is impossible to say with assurance which of

these is meant, or whether it may not
have been Purim in March (see Esth.
9: 20-25 and Home STUpDY QUARTERLY
on this Lesson), Passover in April,
Pentecost in May, Tabernacles and Trum-
pets in September, or Dedication in De-
cember. The interval between last Lesson
(Dee., 27 A.D.) and this depends, of course,
on which feast is referred to here. Our deci-
sion on this point also affects our view as to
the length of our Lord’s ministry. If this
was a Passover, then John mentions four Pass-
overs (comparech.2:13 ; ch.6:4; ch.12:
1), and the ministry apparently lasted a little
longer than three years. If there were only
three Passovers, it would appear that the
ministry lasted only a little longer than two
years. Jesus went up to Jerusalem ; in obedi-
ence to the law of Moses, requiring every man
of the Israelites to attend the three great
Feasts every year—Passover, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles, Ex. 23 : 14-17 ; 34 : 23 ; Deut.
16 : 16.
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Vs. 2-5. Sheep gate (Rev. Ver.). At or
near the gate was a place for buying and sel-
ling, 2 Kgs. 7 : 1. This was a gate in the wall
of Jerusalem to the north-east, where sheep
were sold (see Neh. 3 : 32 ; 12 :39). 4 pool.
See Light from the East. In Hebrew (Rev.
Ver.); that is, Aramaic, the language of the
people of Palestine after their return from
exile. Bethesda ; perhaps “house of merey,”
a name befitting the use made of the pool.
Some manuscripts read Bethezatha (‘“house
of the olive”), others Bethsaida (“house of
fishing”). (For identification of site of pool
see Light from the East]. Having five
porches ; covered colonnades for giving shel-
ter to the diseased. A great multitude of
impotent (helpless) folk. We can imagine
how the scene of misery and suffering would
touch the Saviour’s compassionate heart.
The last clause of v. 3 and the whole of v. 4
are omitted in the Revised Version. “The
whole passage is omitted by the oldest repre-
sentatives of each great group of authorities.”
(Westcott.) Had an infirmity (Weymouth,
“had been an invalid”’) thirty and eight years.
He may well have thought his disease incur-
able.

II. The Cure, 6-9,

Vs. 6-9. Jesus saw him lie ; “lying there.”
Jesus may have been led by His sympathy to
come to this place where so many sick people
were. Knew; by His divine insight (com-
pare ch. 4 : 18), or perhaps He read in his face
the hopeless nature of the disease. He saith
unto him. Jesus takes the initiative and
offers a cure. Wilt thou? Do you wish to
be healed ? He awakens hope in the man,
and tests whether he has a receptive spirit ;
this is the beginning of faith, without which
Jesus could perform no miracles. Sir. The
address of the man shows that he was a good
subject for the miracle. I have no man ; not
only sick but friendless, his had been a lonely
and painful life for thirty-eight years. No
wonder that Jesus was moved to compassion.
When the water is troubled. The common
belief was that the water had power to heal
only when the action of gases at certain inter-
vals caused it to bubble up. To put me in ;
literally, “cast me in,” indicating haste.
While I am coming, etc. How many dis-
appointed attempts ! The place may have

been small, and the gush of the mineral spring
would soon stop. Jesus saith ; an authorita-
tive demand for faith. The man is bidden
to do the thing he had been unable to do for
thirty-eight years: (1) Rise, (2) take up thy
bed (““pallet,” or “mat”), and (3) walk. Get
away from this abode of the diseased, cured
completely and permanently. For this type
of faith see James 1 : 6-8. Jesus by His very
presence inspired faith in those whose hearts
were open to the light.

III. The Critics, 10-13.

Vs. 10-13. The Jews therefore said, etc.;
because it was the Sabbath. The Pharisees
had turned such passages as Neh. 13: 19 ;
Jer. 17 : 21,22 into an intolerable burden.
He that made me whole. .said. His cure was
a proof to the man of the Healer's divine
authority. “He felt instinctively the pre-
sence of that which was greater than the
Sabbath.” (Westcott.) Who s the man?
ete. (Rev. Ver.). Instead of being led by
sympathy to ask who this great man could be
who has power to relieve suffering, they ask,
who is this who dares to violate the Sabbath ?
He. .wist (knew) not, etc. Jesus avoids pub-
licity, because His work would be impeded,
were He to hecome known merely as a miracle
worker.

IV. The Caution, 14, 15.

Vs. 14, 15. Jesus findeth him. His work
was not complete till He had cured the man’s
soul. In the temple ; a favorable sign, since
he was probably there to return thanks.
Behold ; calling to a fresh start in life. Sin
no more. His disease had been caused by his
sin. A worse thing; the moral disease that
ends in eternal death, Matt. 25 : 46. Told
the Jews ; not likely an act of ingratitude.
Probably he thought that they would regard
Jesus as a sufficient authority, and would
acquit Him of the breach of the Sabbath law.
Stronger testimony to the divine power and
authority of Jesus they could scarcely have
had.

Light from the East
BeraESDA—A number of pools have been
fixed on as the site of this intermittent spring,
all of them near St. Stephen’s gate. The
large reservoir called Birket Israil, immedi-
ately under the north wall of the temple
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enclosure, was once very generally thought
to be Bethesda. Some have found it in the
Fountain of the Virgin outside the city walls,
in the valley of the Kedron, a short distance
above the Pool of Siloam, because at times it
still ebbs and flows. But in recent years the
rubbish has been removed from an ancient
pool or reservoir | shind the French Church
of Ste. Anne, and all its features correspond to
the ancient Bethesda except that there is now

no intermittent flow. The remains of four
arched recesses extend along one side and one
across the end. Special interest attaches to
this pool, because it shows how much lower
the level of some parts of the city was in
Christ’s day than at present, especially the
lower portions of it, into which the ruins of
the successive buildings of the city fell or were
carried. One goes down fifty or sixty steps
below the present surface to reach it.

APPLICATION

Jesus went up to Jerusalem, v. 1. It is
worthy of note how careful Jesus was in His
observance of the services and rites of the

Jewish religion. If ever any
éh:;'::::: one might have held himself
exempt, surely it was He who
saw so clearly how much of mere form was in
the worship. But He worshipped regularly
in the synagogue, and He was careful in His
attendance at the great feasts in Jerusalem,
and that, too, when He knew that the charac-
ter of many of the leaders was unworthy. If
we stay away from church until the worship
and the worshippers are perfect, we shall stay
away always. If we have a sincere desire to
worship God, we shall not be hindered by the
shortcomings of others.

A multitude of them that were sick, blind,
halt, withered (Rev. Ver.), v. 3. It is an old
problem—why God should permit so much
mise.v and suffering among
men. We must not expect
completely to solve it in this
life. We are but children, and cannot under-
stand perfectly the ways and purposes of our
heavenly Father. But this we do know, that
He loves men and is full of good-will towards
them, for He has shown this in the gift of His
Son. And we know, too, that suffering has
often been a messenger to bring back wander-
ing ones to His feet. Knowing these things,
we can trust Him, and wait for the explana-
tion of the things we do not understand.

A certain man. .thirty and eight years in his
infirmity (Rev: Ver.), v. 5. Suppose this man
had been healed sooner by being put down

into the bubbling pool. Then,

& ::l:c"“l it is quite possible that he would

have returned to his old sinful
life, would never have seen the Saviour

An Old
Problem

or received from Him the healing of his soul.
It was in great mercy that his cure was
delayed until a Physician came who could
make him whole in body and in spirit as well.

Wouldest thou be made whole (Rev. Ver.)?
v. 6. We must will if we hope to win. The
prizes of life do not drop into our lap like

T, plums from a tree. They come
Would Win @ those who strive for tl}em

with  resolute determination.
The willing that counts is more than mere
idle wishing. We must will hard enough to
put forth every possible effort after the object
weseek, God's greatest gift, the gift of salva-
tion, is for those who are bound to have it,
and who for its sake turn their backs upon
everything else in the world.

Sir, I have no man. .to put me into the pool,
v. 7. It was enough for the widow who
appealed to Elisha, to provide the empty
poiny Hias vessels. God would fill them.

and Hearts And it is just when we give up

all dependence on ourselves or
on any human power that God is ready to
bless us. Faith is just holding up empty
hands to receive the bounty of God. It is
bringing to Him hearts emptied of all pride
and self-sufficiency, that His grace may enter
in.

Rise, take up thy bed, and walk, v. 8. Jesus
is always commanding impossible things. He
sets the five loaves and two fishes before the
disciples, and bids them feed
with them ten thousand people.
He bids a man with a withered
arm stretch it forth. And here he directs a
cripple for a generation to get up from his
bed. But He never leaves us to our own
ability. Along with the command comes the
power that multiplies our resources, that puts

Doing the
Impossible

S
S

e —
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strength into the arm and courage into the
heart. There can be no failure to those
who simply go forward at His bidding, looking
to Him for help and guidance.

He that made me whole . . saith unto me, v. 11.
How this reply sums up the whole of the
Christian life! First, we come to Christ for

healing and strength, and then

Two Steps  we go out to do His will. Par-

doned ourselves, we show the
way of forgiveness to others. Saved our-
selves, we take our part in the glorious enter-
prise of saving the world. And as we work
for Christ, our assurance that He has re-
deemed us becomes stronger and deeper. His
energy working in us proves that we are His.

So the Jews said..But He answered (Rev.
Ver.), vs. 10, 11, Let us be sure that we
have as good authority as the Bethesda

cripple, for the work we do

Ke;.p‘i,:‘;he on the Sabbath, and we may

carry a good conscience. Of
one thing we may be certain, that if we are
testifying to the power and love of the
Saviour, whether by our speech, or, like this
man, by our actions, we cunnot be making
a wrong use of the holy day.

Who is the man that said unlo thee, Take
up thy bed (Rev. Ver.), v.12. In a well-
known illustration, William Paley bids his
readers imagine a man walking
across a plain, and happening
upon a watch. As he examines
its parts, and the way they are fitted together,
his thoughts natdirally go back to the maker
of it. To suppose that the watch came into
existence by chance would be absurd. And
when we think of the Church and all that it
has accomplished, can we believe that it began
and grew without a Founder who is more than
human ? Who is Jesus if He is not the Son
of God ?

The man went away,and told. .that it was
Jesus (Rev. Ver.), v. 15. With equal truth
might we say that our homes so happy and
pure, our schools and colleges,
our hospitals and asylums, our
just laws, all the best things in
in life, we owe to Jesus. He has the
strongest claim on our love and gratitude :
*“Jesus, Thy boundless love to me

No thought can reach, no tongue declare,
Oh! knit my thankful heart to Thee,
And reign without a rival there.”

A Reasonable
Conclusion

Our Debt

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

This is a lesson on Hore ror THE HoPELESS.
Show how little can be done in the world when
hope dies. Once in a while it is good to
number your points and keep reviewing them
as you go along. Make as vivid as possible
these two great facts:

1. This man’s helplessness.

Get the class to enumerate the evidences of
it: (1) Prolonged infirmity. Christ’s word
in v. 14 shows that this was due to early sin.
Press the young to be more eager to test
Christ’s power to keep us out of sin, rather
than to sin, that grace may abound. (2) Pro-
longed search for health. The infirmity had
lasted for thirty-eight years. All kinds of
cures had been tried. Now, with the despair-
ing hope characteristic in such cases, he will
try this medicinal spring. Other cures have
failed : this might work ; and if it does

not, at least no harm will have been
done. So he puts himself in the way of
getting what he wants. Describe com-
mon methods of trying to get rid of
the effects of sin : resolves, forming of new
habits, ete. All may have their place ; yet
something serious is lacking. (3) Prolonged
friendlessness. He had no one to help him in,
He saw others go down before him, who were
really benefited and regained strength. So
in connection with church services and special
evangelistic meetings, one sincerely wanting
to be spiritually strong and vigorous and set
free from sinful inclinations and practices,
sees others get benefit and deliverance, and
remains unhelped himself. But the “Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother” is near at
hand. (4) Prolonged hopelessness. ~ Physi-
cal weakness produces mental depression and
spiritual gloom. To such the “Friend of
publicans and sinners” brings a Gospel of
Hope. How is it presented? Not theoreti-
cally, but practically. See it in—




T RSN e A TR TSR 0 A S -

B LD e o

T S AT A

86 Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda

2. Christ’s help.

Enumerate now all the sudden things that
happen. (1) Sudden discovery of need. The
man’s helplessness at once arrests Christ’s
eye. Heis quick to see every helpless plight.
No sinner is too far gone to be granted His
ready succor. (2) Sudden awakening of ex-
pectation. Long years of suffering school
one to be content to Jet things go on as they
have been doing. Christ wishes to meet an
actual hope. The continued desire for deliver-
ance from the long control of sin is in itself
hopeful. (3) Sudden response to the word
of power. To this extent we must co-operate
in our own salvation. (4) Sudden activity.
Activity is a means of grace. The healthiest
Christians are usually the most active. The
idlest lose their spiritual health through
brooding, and by degrees lose their very
power to act. (5) Sudden forgetfulness.
This man omits to ask the name of his de-
liverer. In the delight of getting what we
want, we too often overlook the duty of grati-
tude. (6) Sudden disappearance and reap-
pearance of Jesus. The man loses Christ
but momentarily; and when Jesus returns to
his side it is to disclose to him the secret that
the only sure way of overcoming sin is to
break with it altogether.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

From the country town to the city ; from
Capernaum, where every one rejoiced with
the father in the cure of his child, to Jerusa-
lem, where the fierce fanatics would rather
see & man remain a cripple than carry his bit
of a mat bed on his shoulder on the Sabbath
day : such is the change of scene and sur-
roundings from the previous Lesson to this.
But there is no change in Jesus. He is the
same meek, compassionate, ready-and-able-
to-help Saviour as before.

A little skeleton map drawn by afewstrokes,
with Jerusalem marked on it : a few lines to
indicate the city wall, with openings for the
gates, and the north-eastern entrance labelled
“Sheep Gate” ; & few further strokes to indi-
cate the pool and its porches or colonnades;
and you have “ placed” the two who stand in
the foreground of the scene—a crippled man,
and the Healer of Nazareth.

No need to worry over the dropping out of

the last clause of v. 3 and the whole of v. 4 by
the Revised Version. They are not found in
the best manuscripts (that is, ancient written
copies) of the gospel. Some devout man
making his copy probably put them in to
explain v. 7. Their omission is no more than
the trimming of a branch, which helps the
symmetry of the tree.

Turn from the pool to the cripple. He lay
(v. 6); he was helpless (“impot.ent"), could
only move as he was carried, v. 7. He had
been a long time so, V. 5. He was the sort of
man who would be in the Home for Incurables
now-a-days. If this man is made strong and
well, it will be a miracle, and no doubt of it.

Every miracle is & parable. Show in what
respect this man represents the unsaved sin-
ner—infirm, helpless, incurable, miserable.

Verse six is like the glint of the morning’s
sunshine on a broken pillar. “When Jesus
saw him lie:” it is the beginning of hope,
when Jesus looks upon us, just as it is the
beginning of new life when the rays of the
spring sun fall upon the brown earth.

The “nobleman’” in the Lesson of last
Sabbath, sought Jesus, ch. 4: 47. In this
case, it is Jesus that is the Seeker. Perhaps,
because this poor man was s0 utterly friend-
less (see V. 7).

What a cheery ring in His voice as He said,
«Wilt thou be made whole 2”7 But the
cripple had been so long helpless that he could
believe no word of hope, as his answer shows,
v. 7. But there must have been a little
thrill of faith ; for it is to this that the words
of v. 8 are addressed.

Picture the scene. Can you imagine the
man’s wonder and joy, V. 9? Where did He
get the power ? Where do we get the new
heart ? The answer is the same in both
cases : God gives it. How did he get the
power ? How do we get the new heart ?
Again an identical answer : By faith. Who
gives the faith ? God. Show how our whole
salvation comes from God, Eph. 2 : 8.

There will not be much time for vs. 10-15.
They contain no very flattering picture of the
narrow-minded, bitter-hearted Jews, V8. 10,
16 ; and record & memorable piece of advice,
v. 14. Sin and suffering are close akin, If
we indulge in the one, We ghall, without fail,
incur the other.
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

The Head of the Church sets an example
of obedience to its laws. v. 1.

Tenderness to the sick is the duty of the
strong. v. 2.

Our business is not to explain suffering,
but to relieve it. v. 3.

The Saviour is interested in men as indivi-
duals. v. 5.

Salvation is offered to us; it is never forced
upon us. v, 6.

Human sympathy often grows weary;
Christ’s is untiring. v. 7.

It is in the act of obeying Christ that
strength comes to us. v. 9.

Merciful deeds are the noblest ritual. v. 10.

The Giver of health has the right to control
its activities. v. 11.

Sin and suffering grow in the same soil and
spring from the same root. v. 14.

No testimony is more convincing than that
of experience. v. 15.

From the Library

By the Crusaders a church had been built
over this pool (of Bethesda), with a ecrypt
formed in imitation of the five porches and
with an opening in the floor to get down to
the water. That they regarded the pool as
that mentioned here is shown by their having
represented on the wall of their crypt the
angel troubling the water.— Expositor’s
Greek Testament.

The hall (of the bath of Ibrahim near
Tiberias) in which the spring is found is sur-
rounded by several porticoes in which we see
a multitude of people crowded one upon
another, laid in couches or rolled in blankets,
with lamentable expressions of pain and
suffering.—Bovet.

They (the Jews) inquire, not that they may
praise, but that they may find fault.—
Grotius.

Give what Thou commandest, and com-
mand what thou wilt.—Augustine.

Whosoever on the Sabbath bringeth any-
thing in, or taketh anything out from a public
place to a private one, if he hath done this

inadvertently, he shall sacrifice for his sin ;
but if wilfully, he shall be cut off and shall be
stoned.—A Rabbinical law,quoted by Light-
foot.

The faith of the Head

Is the faith that is dead;

The faith of the Heart

Is better in part;

But the faith of the Hand

Is the faith that will stand,

For the faith that will do

Must include the first two.
—Quoted by Peloubet.

In chs. 5 and 6 Jesus reveals Himself as
Life, (1) at Jerusalem, to an inner circle of
Jews, in connection with the healing of the
impotent man, and (2) in Galilee, among the
people after the feeding of the five thousand.
—Century Bible.

To rely upon Christ’s word, “Sin no more,”
with the same confident faith with which this
man acted on His word, “Rise, take up thy
bed”—this alone gives victory over sin. If
our own will is too weak, Christ’s will is
always mighty. Identify your will with
Christ’s and you have His strength.—Dr.
Marcus Dods.

Prove from Scripture

That sin is worse than disease.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home Stupy QUARTERLY]

Juniors—What miracle is given in our last
Lesson ? Where does Jesus next go ?

1-3 How many great feasts were there ?
Who were required to attend them ? Why
was the sheep market or gate so called ? The
meaning of “Bethesda” ? How many sick
were here ? For what were they waiting ?
How long had the cripple been there whom
Jesus healed ?

6-9 What question did Jesus ask ? Give
the man’s answer. Our Lord’s bidding ?
How did this man show that he was com-
pletely healed ?

10-13 Who found fault? On what
ground ? The man's reply ?

14, 15 How did the man use his strength?
Who found him ? What command given ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
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What different views as to the “ feast” of v. 1?
What bearing on the length of J esus’ ministry?

1-5 Where was the pool of Bethesda ?
How is the severity of the cripple’s affliction
indicated ? With what feeling did Jesus
regard multitudes ? (Matt, 9: 36; Mark
6:34)

6-9 The purpose of Jesus’ question ? Show
the importance of faith. (Heb. 11: 6.)
Should our own weakness hinder us from
obeying Christ ? (2 Cor. 12:9.)

10-13 Give our Lord’s rule for Sabbath-
keeping (Matt. 12 : 12)

14, 15 Show that the Saviour will not
suffer any of His people to be lost. (John
10 : 28))

The Catechism

[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly’s Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 64. What the Fifth Commandment
requires. This question deals with the
authority exercised by men in virtue of divine
appointment. The establishment of this
authority gives rise to three relations in which
we stand to others, and each of these relations
has its corresponding duties.

1. There are those who have authority over us.
The representatives of this class mentioned
in the question are parents. It must be
remembered that in the days of Moses the
father was also magistrate and priest. Cer-
tain offences against father or mother were

punished with death. Ex. 21 : 15, 17. Chil-
dren might be sold into slavery to meet the
debts of their parents, Lev. 25 : 39-41; 2
Kings 4 : 1. Fathers had the right to choose
wives for their sons (Gen. ch. 24), and to give
their daughters in marriage, Gen. 34: 12.
We may conclude that this command requires
obedience to the rulers in the state (see Rom.
13: 1-7; 1 Pet. 2: 13-15), and also in the
church (see Matt. 18 : 17 ; Heb. 13: 7), a8
well as in the family.

2. There are those over whom we have
authority. This is a law for parents, magis-
trates and ministers, as well as children, sub-
jects and church members. Those in author-
ity have duties to those under them. Parents
must not “provoke their children to wrath,”
Eph. 6 : 4. “Rulers are to govern in the fear
of God (Ex. 18 : 21), to judge justly (Deut.
16 : 18), to defend the poor and oppressed
(Ex. 23 : 6), and to have no respect of per-
sons, Lev. 19 : 15" Ministers are charged
with the oversight of the flock, 1 Pet. 5:2,3.

3. There are those with whom we are on an
equal footing. There are duties belonging to
husbands (Eph. 5 : 25), wives (Eph. 5: 24,
33), brothers and sisters (See John 1 : 40-42.)

There can be no true religion where duties
to those about us are neglected. For love to
God, if it be sincere and faith, if it be real,
will lead to the faithful discharge of these
duties.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Jesus the Helper of men.

Introduction—Let your own local hospital, or some other well-known hospital, be a point

QSPITAL
ELPER
EALING

' A WONDERFUL

of contact. (Recall last Lesson.)

mi—— 08 day'a band of children gath-

ered to the church to go with
their teacher to visit the hospital
in their town. Each child car-
ried some fruit or flowers or
other gift. T'll tell you what
these children saw and did when
they got there. The matron met
them at the door, and took them
into a long room called a ward,
with narrow white beds down
each side of the room. In the
beds were sick men and hurt
men, some with heads wrapped
in white cloths, some with




Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda 89

arms and legs bandaged, some very pale
and weak. Nurses moved about giving
medicine to one, fixing the bandages on
another, giving a glass of water to another.
Poor sick men ! How sorry the children felt
for them | They gave their fruit, etc., to the
matron to be given to the sick ones. Then
they asked if they might sing for the men. and
their sweet voices rang out, “ Jesus loves me.”
The eyes of all the sick ones turned to watch
the little ones, and ears were strained to catch
every sound. Then they visited some more
wards and sang again. Was not this a nice
way to visit the hospital ?

Lesson—Our Lesson tells us about a very
strange hospital, and a very strange cure,
and a wonderful Visitor.

The Hospital—Picture the Pool of Beth-
esda, near one of the gates of Jerusalem. sur-
rounded by five porches, perhaps like the
small summer-houses we see in parks or gar-
dens. Possibly you have seen a mineral
spring under the shelter of such a place.
This pool is open like a pond. Steps go down
from the porches to the pond. The porches
are full of people. Let us look at them !
See | they are all sick people! All have
something the matter with them ! Here is a
blind man. Here is a lame girl. Here is a
sick woman, There is a sick baby in its

mother’s arms, ete. They are all people who
have come or been brought to this strange
hospital to be cured of the diseases from
which they were suffering.

The Cure—Watch the water in the pool !
Once in a while it bubbles up in the centre.
See ! the sick ones all try to hurry down to
step into the water while it is moving !
Friends are helping the sick ones down the
steps ! It is said that sick ones will be cured
if they get in while the water is bubbling up.

The Great Cure—There comes a Visitor !
Yes, it is Jesus ! He stops to look with pity
on the sick ones. He sees one man very weak
and ill—alone. He cannot get down to the
water—no friend to help him. While he is
trying to get down, others push him aside
and get down before him, so there is no room
for him. There he has waited day after day.
oh, so long, thirty-eight years. Jesus knows
all about him and his sickness. Jesus says,
v. 6. Tell the rest of the story.

Our Helper—Jesus wants to help us. He
knows our weakness, knows our SOrrows,
knows just what help we all need.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text.

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a picture
of a pool of water,

Something to Remember at Home—1 should
let Jesus help me.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

OPELESS
EALED
APPY
oLY

Picture the sad sight that met the Saviour’s gaze at Bethesda—a great company of poor

sick people. One of these He singles out.

Print A—Man. How long had this man been

a cripple ?  Had he ‘any hope left of being healed? He was Horeress (Print). What
was the question of Jesus? Bring out the thought that it was intended to awaken hope
and faith in the man’s heart. The man’s answer? How friendless he was, as well as
sick! Now, the threefold command of Jesus? Did the man obey? What did this prove?
Yes, he was Hearep (Print). Whither did the healed man go? Yes, to the teraple.
Wherefore? Probably to give thanks. How did he feel? Of course he would be Harpy
(Print). Who found the man in the temple? What did Jesus say to him? How would

he feel towards sin ? How would he act ?
He would be Hovy (Print).

Feeling and acting this. what would he be?
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THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES
AND FISHES

Lesson IX.

John 6 : l-.H.

February 26, 1905

Commit to memory vs. 11, 12, Read John 6 : 1-71.

GOLDEN TEXT I am the living bread which came down from heaven.—John 6 : s1.

1 After these things Je'sus went !over the sea
of Gal‘ilee, which is the sea of Tibe'rias.

2 And a great multitude followed him because
they saw his miracles which he did on lhem that
were diseased. ;

3 d Je'sus went up into 2a mountain, and
there he sat with his disciples.

4 3 And the passover, *a feast of the Jews, was

nigh,
5 6 When Je'sus then lifted up his eyes, and

6 saw o at company come unto him, he saith unto
Phil’ip, Whence 7 shall we buy bread, that these
may e

at ?

6 And this he said to prove him : for he himself
knew what he would do.

7 Phil'ip answered him, Two hundred penny-
worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every
one of them may take a little.

8 One of his disciples, An’drew, Si‘mon Pe’ter’s
brother, saith unto him,

Version—! away to the other side of ;
that a great multitude cometh ; 7 are

up ; ©seeing

9 There is a lad here which hath five barley loaves,
and two ° smi hes : but what are they among
80 many ? N

10 And Je’sus said, Make the %men sit down.
Now there was much in the place. So the
men sat down, in number about five thousand.

11 19 And Je’sus took the loaves ; and '’ when
he had given thanks, he distributed '? to the disciples
and the disciples to them that were set down ; and
likewise of the fishes as much as they would,

12 When they were , he said unto his dis-
ciples, Gather up the 19 fragments that remain, that
nothing be lost.

13 1+ Therefore they gathered them together, and
filled twelve baskets with the 1® fragments of the
five barley loaves, which remained over i¢ and above
unto them that had eaten.

14 17 Then those men, when they had seen the
miracle that Je’sus did, said, This is of a truth
1% that prophet that 19 should come into the world.

2the; ® Now; 4at hand ; © Jesus therefore lifting
we to buy ; * Omit small ; ¢ people ; 10 Jesus there-

fore ; 1! having given ; '3 Omit siz words ; 13 broken pieces which remain over ; 14 So they gathered them

up; 1® broken pieces from ;
did, they said ; 1% the; 19 cometh.
LESSON PLAN
1. The Hungry Multitude, 1-6.
II. The Scanty Supply, 7-9.
I11. The Plentiful Meal, 10-14
DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of L. B. R. Association)
M.—Miracle of the loaves and fishes, John 6 :
1-14, T.—The Bread of life, John 6 ; 25-40. W.—
Believe, and live | John 6 : 41-51. Th.—The seven
loaves, Mark 8: 1-9. F.—The manna, Ex. $
11-18. 8.—The handful of meal, 1 Kgs. 17 : 8-16.
8.—Filled and satisfied, Ps, 107 : 1-9.

16 Omit and above; 17 When therefore the people saw the sign which he

Shorter Catechism—Ques. G5. What is ’!or-
hidden in the fifth commandment ? A. The fifth
commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing
anything against the honour and duty w ich belong-
eth to everyone in their several places and relations.

The Question on Missions—9. Did the early
preachers meet with opposition ? The early preach-
ers suffered m per jon ; Stephen (Acts 7 : 59)
and James (Acts 12 : 2) were put to death, as also,
most likely, Paul and Peter.

Lesson Hymns Book of Praise, 418 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 301; 14; (Ps Sel.); 18; 16 (from
PRrIMARY Quu1r.m.r5; 424,

EXPOSITION

Time and Place— April, 20 A.D.; a plain
near Bethsaida Julias (see Lesson IIL), at
the north-east corner of the Sea of Galilee.

Connecting Links—If the Feast of ch.
5: 1 was a Passover, there is a year between
last Lesson and this : and the Synoptic Gos-
pels must be studied to fill the gap. If the
Feast was Purim, as some suppose then there
was only a month. John chooses such narra-
tives and discourses as will show that Jesus,
the Son of the Living God, is the Life-giver,
ch. 20 : 31. At the same time he traces the
growth of faith and unbelief. ‘This miracle
(the only one recorded in all four Gospels)
brings on a crisis in Galilee, which results in
unbelief on the part of the common people
(vs. 41, 60, 66), and in faith among His im-
mediate followers, vs. 68, 69.

1. The Hungry Multitude, 1-6.

Vs. 1, 2. After these things. Tidings of the
Baptist's death (Matt. 14 : 12) and of Herod’s
perplexity about Himself (Luke 9: 9) had

just reached Jesus at Capernaum. The
Twelve had also just returned from their
mission, Luke 9 : 10. Went over the sea of
Galilee ; from Capernaum on the western, to
Bethsaida, on the eastern shore. Our Lord
and His disciples were seeking a sorely needed
rest. Sea of Tiberias ; a name used by the
Greeks, from the capital of Herod Antipas, the
ruler of Galilee, on the south-western shore, a
large city never mentioned as having been
visited by Jesus. A great multitude followed
him ; although He wished to escape from His
incessant labor. The crowds (Mark 6 : 33),
marking the direction ‘taken by Jesus, went
round by land to Bethsaida, seven or eight
miles from Capernaum. Because they saw his
miracles ; not a pure faith, as is shown by
what follows (see v. 26).

Vs. 3. 4. Went up into a mountain (Wey-
mouth, “up the hill”); the high land that
rose from the shore. He sat; in retirement
and rest with His friends. The passover.

1))

JRS————
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At the last one expressly mentioned by John
(ch. 2 : 23) Jesus was in Jerusalem. A feast
of the Jews; an explanation for the first
readers of this Gospel, who were Gentiles.
Was nigh. This accounts for the multitude,
the crowd which had followed Jesus being
increased by some great company on its way
to keep the Passover at Jerusalem. Natur-
ally the mind of Jesus ran forward to the next
Passover, when He, the Lamb of God, was to
give His life for men, vs. 52, 53.

Vs. 5, 6. Saw a great company come. The
sight moved Jesus to pity, Matt. 9: 36. He
saith unfo Philip. In the other Gospels
(Matt. 14 : 15; Mark 6 : 35, 36 ; Luke 9 :
12) it is the disciples who lay the case before
Jesus. Philip may have been business mana-
ger. To prove him. Jesus puts before him
the magnitude of the problem, to test the dis-
ciples’ faith in Himself. He himself knew.
Throughout this Gospel Jesus is represented
as working in obedience to a voice which He
alone can hear (compare ch. 7 : 8 ; 12:28).

II. The Scanty Supply, 7-9.

Vs. 7-9. Two hundred pennyworth. A
penny, that is the denarius, a Roman silver
coin, was the day laborer’s wage, about 17
cents. Including the women and children
(Matt. 14 : 21), there may have been 10,000
persons to feed. Two hundred denarii
($34.00) would provide a scanty portion for
4,000,  Andrew; often mentioned with
Philip, ch. 1: 44; 12:20-22. He is a type
of unobtrusive helpfulness. A lad ; a little
boy, but how highly he was honored ! Barley
loaves. See Light from the East. T'wo small
fishes ; dried or pickled, merely a relish.
What are they ? Tt was not worth while even
beginning to work with so little—so the dis-
ciples thought. Had they forgotten the water
made wine ?

III. The Plentiful Meal, 10-14.

Vs. 10, 11. Make the people sit down (Rev.
Ver.); as though to get a hearty meal.
Besides there must be no crowding about
Him to prevent the weaker ones getting their
full share. Much grass ; not a desert place.
In the spring the hillsides were covered with
green grass. Men. .about five thousand. The
women would sit along with the men. May

we not imagine some of the children stealing
up to Jesus to receive the food from His own
hand 2 The multitude was arranged in regu-
lar companies of fifty (Luke 9 : 14). The
groups with their bright colored clothing
would look like garden beds (so the Greek of
Mark 6 : 40 indicates). Given thanks ; like a
father at the family table. He directs their
thoughts to the Giver of the still invisible
meal. Distributed. The loaves multiplied as
the disciples passed the bread around ; and
the fishes as well. As much as they would.
In all the work of Jesus there is abundance
(compare ch. 1:16). Note also, that “ here,
as in all Christ’s miracles, the miracle is
based on the natural, and not separated
from_the powers of God working all arcund
us. The same God works in both ways.
¢ Natural means, laws and powers go just as
far as possible for them, and then the super-
natural comes in and does what they cannot
do.l »

Vs. 12-14. Gather up the fragments. They
must not make His generosity an excuse for
thriftlessness. Twelve baskets ; large wicker
baskets, such as Jews carried when travelling.
Each apostle would have one. When they
began to carry them they would realize that
the miracle was no dream. When they had
seen the miracle; an impure faith, v. 30.
This is..that prophet. See Deut. 18 : 15.
They used this as a title of the Messiah. They
wished to compel Jesus to declare Himself
King (v. 15), and He withdrew. He wished
to give them Himself as the Bread of Life :
they, unspiritual as they were, wished loaves
and fishes, vs. 27, 35, 63.

Light from the East

Baruey—Is still very commonly grown in
Palestine and takes the place which oats
occupies in Europe and America as provender
for horses and asses. The bread made from
it was and is still used by the very poorest of
the people. When an Arab wishes to express
the extremity of his poverty, he will say, bl §
have not barley bread to eat.”

Loaves—The grain is still very often
ground by Arab women between two stones,
the upper one of which is turned by hand.
The flour or meal is then mixed with water




e B i B AR T P TIT ANINAPS T

92 The Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes

salt and leaven, which is a piece of the unfired
dough preserved from the former baking. 1t
is generally kneeded out into a biscuit an inch
thick, or into a very thin broad wafer, which
is baked on the hearth or on a griddle. A
common mode of preparing bread for travel-
ling is to bake it in lumps about the size of an

ordinary bun, in earthenware jars about three
feet high, in which a fire of wood, grass, or
roots is placed, and after they are thoroughly
heated the fire is removed, and the unbaked
bread inserted. These small, round loaves
become tough, hard and unpalatable after
they are more than a day old.

APPLICATION

After these things Jesus went over the sea of
Galilee, v. 1. It is the great army of the
world’s toilers who know the true sweetness

of the evening’s repose after the

R'x:l:e:he work of the day. The highest

enjoyment of the Sabbath rest
is for those who can look back on tasks cheer-
fully undertaken and faithfully accomplished
during each of the six working days. We
never know the real pleasure of a vacation
unless we earn it by diligence in our voeation.
The Lord Jesus Christ knows how to sympa-
thize with us both in our labor and in our rest.
For He toiled and felt the need of repose.

And a great multitude followed him, v. 2.
The majority is not always right. It is not
always safe or wise to follow the crowd. But

when we find that the best
l:h:;“é;:l,; people in the community, speak-

ing generally, take the same
side in regard to any practice, we should
not reject their view without some very good
reason., Take the question of temperance.
On this there is no doubt as to the opinion
of the most thoughtful and high-minded
amongst us. Is our individual opinion to be
set up against theirs ? Surely not without
much consideration. Or take the character
and claims of Jesus. Here, too, we know
the judgment of “a great multitude.,” Has
any of them been disappointed in following
Him ? Shall we be ?

And Jesus went up into a mountain, v. 3.
Travellers through the Rockies are familiar
with the torrents that rush down the moun-
tain sides. These streams are
fed by the eternal snow on the
lofty summits. Away below,
it may be barren desert. But along the
irrigating ditches is drawn the water of the
mountain streams, and the desert becomes a
garden. The quiet and solitary mountain
top of fellowship with God is the source of

From the
Mountain Top

those streams that make our lives glad and
fruitful.

Saw a great company come unto him, v. 5.
How often, when we have made some plan
for ourselves, and people break in upon us and

thwart our plan, do we grow

Others First angry and impatient. What a

rebuke there is for us here !
Our Lord had been giving of Himself to the

‘people, till He was worn out and sought a

little rest ; but when they followed Him and
He saw His peace was to be disturbed, He did
not grow angry, but thought rather of their
weariness and sore need. He teaches us that
by continual practice we should form the
habit of thinking of others first, and of put-
ting their interests before our own.

There is a lad here, v. 9. One wonders
what brought this little lad with his slender
provision ? Was it for himself and his friends,

or had he some hope of making
A Lad's Lunch a sale ? One thing he never

dreamed—the use that would be
made of his basket’s contents. The lesson
here is never to despise the littles. We do not
know what use God may make of the little
that we have. Only let us be sure that we are
ready to place it at His disposal. In the
history of the church, God has often chosen
the “weak things” by which to do wondrous
works.

What are they ? v. 9. The same question
might have been asked concerning the apos-
tles themselves. Not to the conquering
Romans, or the cultured Greeks,
or the scrupulous Pharisees,
did our Lord entrust the mis-
sion of winning the world for Him. He chose,
rather, a fewobscure and unlearned fishermen.
But these men now rule in the education,
politics, literature and religion of the world.
Whence their power, if not from a divine
source ?

World
Conquerors

1))
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He distributed to the disciples, and the dis-
ciples to them that were set down, v. 11. The
source of blessing for the world is Christ Him-

self, but Christians are His

s°c“;:' and  ¢ollowers. It is our business to

nnel .

see that the channel is free and

open, so that the life-giving stream shall not

be obstructed. It is a glorious thought, that

when the Lord has given us life, we may give

life to many others. Does it seem to us that

we have little power for this work ? Let us

use what we have, and it will be multiplied,
in the using of it.

When therefore the people saw the sign (Rev.
Ver.), v. 14. Not by deeds of might does
Jesus desire to win people to Himself, but by

love. And how love shines out
Won by Love in all that He did while on

earth! Providing for the needs
of men, bearing their burdens, sharing their
sorrows, at last dying for their sins—is not
this a Saviour whom we can love and trust
with all our hearts ? It is an irresistible
argument that He addresses each of us when
He says, “1 have loved thee, and therefore
I seek thy love.”

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

How to deal with the crowd ! That was
the problem with which the disciples were
confronted. Christ, in order to prove His
disciples, at first left them to work it out by
themselves. How did they go about it ?
They went at it by arithmetic. This was
Philip’s solution, v. 7. They went at it by
despairing. This was Andrew’s solution, v. 9.
They went at it by evasion. This was the
solution finally reached by all, evidently after
prolonged debate, Luke 9: 12. Send the
crowd away, and let them forage for them-
selves,

How did Christ want them to goatit ? By
faith. Make this your strong point. They
knew themselves unable. Did they not know
yet that Christ was able ? It is not a ques-
tion of our resources minus Jesus, but plus
Jesus.

Boldly turn the situation into a missionary
lesson—it may be all the more effective that
it is not announced as such. Let the discus-
sion revolve round the question, How shall
we give the Bread of Life to a famishing
world ? It seems a big crowd to overtake.
Study some good book, like Mott’s ““ Evangel-
ization of the World in This Generation,” and
you will find your mind bristling with points.
Show :

1. What system can do. ‘“Make the men
sit down.” Study up such questions as the
recognition of territories and division of
laborers, so desirable to avoid overlapping

and confusion in the ranks of the workers.
Everybody cannot go everywhere, but every-
body can go somewhere. Show :

2. What co-operation can do. Do not over-
look the lad. Great movements often begin
in a small way. See, too, how the disciples
co-operate. Human co-operation with the
divine has been the ruling principle of history.
Tllustrate by the miracle at the Red Sea, and
at the Fall of Jericho. Discourage everyone
from thinking, “There is nothing I can do.”
Co-operate with Christ, and you can “do all
things,” Phil. 4:13. In Mott’s book you
will have no difficulty in finding a store of
facts which demonstrate that the church has
enough now in her hands, both to start and
to complete the work of distributing the
Bread of Life to the whole world within our
generation, if she only makes up her mind to
use what she has, and to put it in Christ's
hands. Be sure to reserve time to show :

3. What divine power can do. All our
plans, preparations and efforts will fall short
without the supernatural work of the Spirit
of Christ. See Zech. 4 : 6.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Out in the country now. The Exposition
of v. 1 will show why they went there. Look
a little more closely. It was a sad and busy
time. John the Baptist had been foully mur-
dered Matt. 14 : 1-12. His murderer was per-
plexed about Jesus ; he mizht seek His life
next, Luke 9: 9. The twelve have just
returned from their mission and were making
their report, Luke 9 : 10. Crowds were fol-
lowing Him. He needed time alone with His
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disciples, for their sakes. He needed rest for
His own.

So you have the little voyage across the
lake : trace it from Capernaum to Bethsaida
Julias. Explain these various names.

But the crowds were eager to see and hear
more of this wonderful Man. They follow.
Ask the reason for it, v. 2.

Jesus is a little ahead, as the crowds have
come on foot. He goes to the hill top with
His disciples. He is to have His quiet time
with them? No. The crowds that have
followed, appear. Who are these new multi-
tudes which join them ? Verse 4 answers.
Between them, they form a “ great company.”

Most would have gone further still, and let
the crowds do for themselves. That's the
selfish way. It'scommon. It's natural. It's
easy. Why trouble’ ourselves about tired
people, or worried people, or wicked people ?
But such was not Jesus' way. See Matt. 14:
14 and Mark 6 : 34 for His feeling toward
them, and what He did for them, tired and in
need of rest as He was. Does He ever cease
caring for the weak and weary ?

The bread problem was an urgent one.
The disciples had a simple solution of it, Mark
6 : 35, 36 ; simple, but gelfish ; simple, but
forgetful of what their wonderful Master
could and might do. How often do even
good Christians fail to take God into account !

What about Philip’s solution of it, v. 7?7
He is the sort of man who would never send
out a missionary till every penny was in hand
to pay him. What about Andrew’s proposi-
tion ? Ah, here is a practical man. It's
very little, he says, but it's something (v. 9);
and perhaps it will be like 1 Kings 17 : 14,

. Use the little there is, and trust God to make

it go far : that is good policy in work for
Christ. We have but to do our utmost, and
God will take care of the rest.

In what an orderly fashion it was done (vs.
10, 11); how the food multiplied ; how all
were filled ; how carefully the fragments were
cared for, and how great a supply they made §
and how clearly this work of wonder and
merey showed what and of what manner
Jesus was:—these are some of the points that
remain.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

The wise worker understands the value of
rest. v. 1.

Self-interest or self-sacrifice—which ideal
of life is ours ? v. 2.

Prayer is the power that drives the wheels
of service. v. 3.

In the call of human need we may hear the
voice of God. v. 5.

No one is poor who can count on the re-
sources of heaven to supply his need. v. 7.

Seek to be helpful, and you are sure to be
happy. vs. 8, 9.

Plans carefully thought out are essential
to effective work. v. 10.

We can best show our gratitude for the
gifts of God by using them aright. v. 11.

There is abundant provision in the Gospel
for the whole world. v.13.

When Count Zinzendorf was a boy at
school, he founded among his school fellows
a little guild which he called the “ Order of
the Grain of Mustard Seed,” and thereafter
that seedling grew into the great tree of the
Moravian Brotherhood, whose boughs were a
blessing to the world.—Farrar.

Prove from Scripture
That Jesus is compassionate.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home Stupy QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Where were the five thousand
fed ? At what time of the year ?

1, 2 Of what sad event had Jesus just
learned ?  Why did He cross the sea ? Who
followed Him ? Why ?

3-6 What feast was near ? How did this
increase the crowds ? Our Lord’s question
to Philip? Why to him ? The purpose of
the question.?

7-9 How much money would be needed ?
Which disciple found “a lad” ? What food

Miracles were like church bells !
ing people to listen to the teaching of Jesus.
v, 14,

had he ?
10, 11 In what way were the crowds
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arranged ? What came before distributing
the food ?

12-14 What did Jesus bid the disciples do
after the meal ? What does this teach us ?
How much was left ? What did the people
think about Jesus ? Where did the baskets
come from ?

Seniors and the Home Department—+
What interval of time between last Lesson
and to-day’s ? Give the reason for your
answer,

1-6 Tell the events immediately preceding
Jesus' crossing of the sea. What banquet
about the same time in Herod’s palace ?
(Mark 6 : 21.)

7-9 Of what is Andrew an example ? What
do we learn from the “lad” ? Show that
Giod often uses humble instruments. (1 Cor.
1:27-29.)

10-14 Why so much care in arranging the
people 7 On whom do we depend for life ?

(Matt. 4 : 4.)
The Catechism
[For Examination in Doctrine in the General Assem-
bly’s Teacher Training Course]

Ques. 65. What the fifth Commandment for-
bids. Three points may be considered :

1. How the Fifth Commandment may be
broken. The principle is laid down here, that
the neglect of God’s laws, as well as active
opposition to them, is visited with punish-
ment. *This principle is illustrated in the
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laws of nature. A man is sick, let us suppose,
and a physician tells him that a certain medi-
cine will cure him. If he neglects to take it,
he suffers. The same holds good of moral
laws. We shall be condemned for neglecting
opportunities of doing good, as well as for
doing evil. We learn, further, that we owe
to every person the honor and duty corres-
ponding to his position. If these are with-
held by us, we are robbing them, as really as
if we should steal their money.

2. The p hed to this C d
ment. Under the Mosaic law, death was the
penalty for smiting, cursing, or reviling father
or mother, Ex. 21 : 15, 17. (See also Deut.
27 :16 ; Prov.30:17.) This severe penalty
is no longer inflicted on disobedient children.
It was a temporary enactment. But the law
itself is perpetual, and breaking it still brings
punishment in one form or another.

3. Thelimits of human authority. Al right-
ful authority in the home and church and
state is derived from God. This fact fixes
the limit beyond which obedience to such
authority is not required. The stream cannot
rise higher than its source, and no earthly law
can bind us which conflicts with a divine com-
mand, When any human authority bids us
do what is contrary to the will of God, our
attitude should be that of the apostles who
said to the Sanhedrim, “We ought to obey
God rather than man,” Acts 5 : 29.

I 3,
d

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Jesus the Provider for men.

Introduetion—Hunger will form a point of contact.

Were you ever hungry ? Did
some one give you food ? Did

JESuS FEEDS

it taste good ? Did you say,
“Thank you ?”

Lesson—Our Lesson is about
a great crowd of hungry men,
women and children. They are
all seated on a grassy hillside,
near the Sea of Galilee. We'll
make a picture of it. (Use sand
tray or blackboard.) Here is
the sea. Here is the mountain
side. These dots are people.
This tall mark is Jesus in their
midst. These strokes are His
disciples. Jesus and these dis-
ciples have come across the
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Sea of Galilee in a little boat. They had left
Cana (recall the second miracle, Lesson VIL),
and have now come to this place to rest. But
crowds have gone around by land, and are
waiting to hear Jesus preach. It is Passover
time, and crowds more join them on their way
to the temple at Jerusalem. They listen to
Jesus all day, and now it is almost evening.
Jesus’ kind heart is full of pity ! They must
be hungry ! See those tired mothers and
little children! Jesus turns to Philip,* Where
shall we get bread to feed them ?” Philip
thinks of the lot of money it would take to
buy bread for so many. Andrew does not
see any place where food can be bought.
He thinks of what food is to be had amongst
themselves.

The People Fed—Tell the well-known story,
v. 5. Picture the scene vividly. (Paper
loaves and fishes and baskets may be pinned
on the blackboard as the story is told.)

The Living Bread—Repeat Golden Text.
The Heavenly Father supplies all our body
food. He sends Jesus to be the food for our
souls. We feed on His love, comfort, help,
forgiveness. The body food is different in
different countries, but God sends only one
kind of soul food for all people—JEsus THE
BreAp oF LivE.

The Dining Room—When we are hungry

we go where the table is spread, or where
mother is, and she gives us something to eat.
We always go some place to get food for our
hungry bodies. Here is a picture of a
great dining room, where the Bread of Life
is given to all (outline a church). We know
we shall find Jesus there, and in Sunday
School, and in all places where we are taught
about Him. We learn to love Him, and that
is the way we eat this Bread of Life. And it
always satisfies our soul hunger.

The Dish—Draw a Bible. We get this
Bread of Life, bit by bit, lesson by lesson,
from the Bible.

Sharing the Bread—We share our food with
the poor. We should share the Bread of Life
—Jesus—with those who do not know of Him.

Prayer—

“ Dear Saviour, ere we part,
We lift our hearts to Thee
In gratitude and love,
For blessings full and free.
Go with us to our homes,
Watch o'er and keep us there ;
And make us one and all
The children of thy care.”

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a pic-
ture of loaves and fishes.

Something to Remember al Home—Jesus
feeds me.

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

HE BREAD OF LIkE

Call for the Golden Text. Ask what Jesus calls ‘limself in it. Print, THE BREAD OF

Lire. Now picture the lesson scenes as vividly as possible. Make the scholars see
the crowd following Jesus and the other company of Passover pilgrims that join them ;
the compassionate Saviour ; the puzzled disciples ; the little lad with the provisions ;
the crowds seated on the grass; the giving of thanks, and the distribution of the food ;
the quantity that remained. This food was for the body, For what else do we need
food ? Yes, the soul. Who is Bread for our souls ? Jesuaﬁimself. The meaning of this
must be made elear. Be sure that the scholars understand that to feed on Jesus just
means to trust Him for all that we need—our daily bread, forgiveness of sin, guidance and
protection. Doing this, we shall have life that will never end. Point out how com-
pletely ﬁe has given Himself to us in His death on the cross.

L —
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DEPARTMENT OF SCRIPTURE—I. The Life of Jesus Christ; II. New
Testament Geography and Institutions.

N.B.—It is recommended that the Revised Version be consulted in these studies.

LESSON XVII.
Tue LaTEr MINISTRY IN JUDEA AND JERU-
SALEM.

[ Source—We must now turn to John, chs.
7 to 11; and at once we observe a change
from the ministry of Jesus as it is recorded
in the Synoptic Gospels. They deal chiefly
with His teaching with respect to the king-
dom of God and its righteousness. John
brings out the profounder truths as to the
Person of Jesus Christ. In Galilee Jesus
taught the common people, though the
Pharisees and their agents were never far
away. In Jerusalem, the headquarters of
the Pharisees and Sadducees, His discourses
often have hostile ecclesiastics in view.

TiMe AND Prace—Feast of Tabernacles,
autumn, John 7 : 2, 14. Jesus is also in the
capital at the Feast of Dedication—Decem-
ber, ch. 10 : 22, 23. Then He retires beyond
Jordan (ch. 10 : 40), moving through Judea
at times, Some months later He is at Beth-
any (ch. 11), and again withdraws towards
the wilderness, where He remains in the
neighborhood of Ephraim, an unidentified
town, till He comes on His last visit to Jeru-
salem at the Passover.

Jesus THE WATER oF Lire—The Pharisees
of Jerusalem had been so incensed by the
action of Jesus in healing a man on the
Sabbath day (John 5 :1-18; 7 : 19-24) that
they seek to kill Him, but many of the com-
mon people believe on Him, and even some
of the rulers in secret. So the city is divided,
ch. 7 :25-32, 40-52.

[The Feast of Tabernacles, celebrated in
September or October, was the *Harvest
Home” when the fruit, oil and wine had
been gathered in. It was also a commemor-
ation of the journey through the wilderness,

the people dwelling in booths on the house-
tops or in open spaces of the city. On the
eighth day the feast closed with a proces
sion, in which water was carried, with much
smgmg of Psalms, from Siloam to 'the Tem le,
where it was poured upon the altar, and then
the four great candelabra were lixhted in the
court of the women, Deut. 16: 13, 15; Lev.
23: 40-43.]

Jesus Orrers Himserr 1o IsraBL—In
this Gospel we find allegory instead of parable.
At the most sacred part of the Feast Jesus
proclaims aloud to the people that He can
give them what was symbolized by their
rites, and fulfil what was promised in pro-
phecy. In Isaiah 12:3; 44:3; 55:1;
Zech. 14 : 8, it was foretold that Zion would
be blessed with the Spirit of God and be-
come a source of refreshment to others. So
Jesus tells the people that He is the Water
of Life, and will give the Holy Spirit to the
new Zion, to be a fountain of blessing to the
world, John 7:37-39. This He can do,
because He is of divine origin, though the
earthly minded only judge Him by His out-
ward appearance, ch. 7 : 16, 28, 29.

LESSON XVIII.

Jesus THE LiGHT OF THE WORLD, AND THE
Goop SHEPHERD.

Jesus THE Licar oF THE WorLp (John
8:12 and verses following)—In ch. 1:5
we read that there is an unceasing struggle
in which light is seeking to overcome dark-
ness. Jesus, in the temple probably, offers
Himself as the One who can bring truth,
and so become the Light to a world which
is shrouded in darkness. If men cannot
see Him as the Light, they must be spiritually
blind (12-20), and they shall die in their sins,
v. 21. Faith gets eternal life, because Jesus
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the eternal Person (vs. 23, 58) has brought
it from the eternal world, and has been
lifted up upon the cross, vs. 21-29. They
only who believe on Him are true Israelites,
and shall live as free men by the truth, vs.
31-59.

Tue Licar oF THE WORLD Gives SIGHT
10 A Buixp Man (John 9: 1-34)—Again on
a Sabbath day Jesus moved by His sym-
pathy, opens the eyes of one who had been
born blind. So dead are the Pharisees to
the finer instincts of humanity that they
will not admit this to be a divine work, v. 16.
After an encounter with the man, in which
they are worsted, Vvs. 24 to 34, they get
angry, and eject him from the temple and
excommunicate him from the privileges of
Israel. Jesus pronounces their doom. Since
He is the Light, those who will not believe
on Him must become blind, vs. 39-41.

Jesvus THE GOOD SHEPHERD (John, ch. 10)
—The blind man believed on Jesus as Son
of God, and therefore was shut out of the
fold of earthly Israel by its would-be shep-
herds, the Pharisees, ch. 9 :35-38. So Jesus
invites him into the new fold, of which He
is the Good Shepherd. Into this fold He
calls His sheep, ch. 10 :1-6. He is (a) the
Door through which men enter into eternal
Jife and get freedom and pasture (vs. 7 to
10); (b) He is also the true, ideal Shepherd.
Not only does He lead His sheep to pasture,
but He loves them, knows them by name,
and protects them, even to laying down His
life on their behalf, vs. 11 to 18.

O~neg WiTH THE Faruer—This utterance
was made at the Feast of Dedication in De-
cember, John 10:22. As the Good Shep-
herd, Jesus draws the sheep to Himself, and
can fulfil all that He has promised. No one
can destroy the new fold, or snatch away
the sheep, for Jesus is the true Christ, the
Son of God, who is one with the Father in
power, vs. 22 to 37. The Pharisees are not
true Israelites, and are not His sheep, but
as blind rulers they cannot recognize Him;
and Jesus withdraws from them beyond
Jordan, vs. 22-42.

LESSON XIX.

Jesus THE RESURRECTION AND THE LiFe.
1t is impossible to say how long Jesus re-

mained beyond Jordan, but the interval
between Dedication and Passover —December
to March or April—was chiefly spent there;
and some of the incidents recorded of the
Perean ministry in Luke 9 : 51, ete., will have
happened in these months. So deadly had
the hatred of the Pharisees grown, that Jesus
knew that to approach Jerusalem was to
draw near to death, Mark 10 :32; John
11 :8, 16.

Tre Ramsing oF Lazarus (John, ch.11)—
(1)Events leading up to the miracle, vs. 1-16.
Always obedient to His Father's voice, Jesus
takes no step till He hears Him bid Him go
to what must prove the beginning of the
end. Jesus did not shrink from death: it
would be a step to glory, v. 4. Dark night
as it wus to the disciples, it was clear day to
Him whither His Father called, vs. 9, 10.

(2) Conversation with Mary and Martha,
vs. 17 t032. They felt that ‘‘in the presence
of their Lord there could have been no
death,”” v. 21. Nor are they yet hopeless,
though they cannot be satisfied with the
Pharisaic doctrine of the final resurrection,
vs. 23, 24. The Pharisee taught that pious
Israelites would be restored at the last day
to a life on earth in an earthly kingdom.
Jesus says nothing about this. He trans-
forms the vague idea of the Jews. Eternal
life is what He offers. In His presence death
Joses its meaning: it is a mere transition from
eternal life here to a fuller eternal life beyond.
All life here and hereafter comes from Jesus.
Faith in Him brings life which cannot be
touched by death, and into its fulness the
believer will be ushered by the resurrection
Y am the Resurrection and the Life,’’ ch.
10: 25-27 (compare ch. 5 : 24-29).

(3) The miracle, vs. 33-44. This is &
proof that Jesus is the Lord of Life, since
by His own word He brings back Lazarus
from the grave. Jesus did not teach that
the return of Lazarus to life was a foretaste
of the final resurrection. It is never said
that Lazarus was the first fruits of them
that slept. (1 Cor. 15 :20; Mark 12 : 24-27.)

(4) The results, vs. 45-47. The miracle
led to a climax. It so increased the influence
of Jesus with the people that the rulers take
more active measures to put Him out of the
way. Now for the first time the Sadducees
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come upon the scene, and in common hatred
they conspire against Jesus with their tra-
ditional enemies. For a brief period, Jesus
once more leaves the neighborhood of Jeru-
salem.

LESSON XX,
THE SYNAGOGUE.

The temple was the ideal centre of Jewish
religious life, but that life really centered
itself in the synagogue, where the Jews
regularly assembled for worship. It be-
came the cradle of the Christian church.
The organization of the church was modeled
after that of the synagogue, not of the temple.
There, too, the apostles in their missionary
journeys found opportunity for preaching
the gospel.

Irs OriGIN AND HisTrory—The Old Testa-
ment makes no mention of it, at least the
supposed references are doubtful. It is
generally agreed that it arose during the
exile, compensating for the loss of the temple
and its services.

Far from home, and so brought nearer to
God, with no temple and no sacrifices, the
Jews felt the need of some medium of in-
struction and worship. At first they prob-
ably met to hear the Old Testament read.
Then prayers were added, and finally an
address. Thus the regular services of the
synagogue would arise, and the times of
meeting be made to correspond with those
of the temple service.

After the return from the captivity this
need was still fel, for the majority of the
Jews, even in Palestine, could visit Jerusalem
at most but once or twice a year. Accord-
ingly, synagogues sprang up all over the
land, and in Christ’s day there was no Jewish
community without its meeting house for
worship. The Gospels mention one at Nazar-
eth, Luke 4:16; and another at Caper-
naum, Luke 4 :33.

The Jews who lived outside of Palestine
were more in number than those within, and
the synagogue was always the token of their
presence in any community. In Jerusalem,
to which the scattered members of the family
regularly came, it is estimated that there
were upwards of four hundred, some for the
natives of Palestine, some for those who

lived .abroad. In Acts 6:9 Luke names
the synagogue of the Cyrenians and of the
Alexandrians.

The synagogue was in fact the character-
istic institution of Judaism, affording in
every place opportunity for prayer and
study.

WorsHIP OF THE SYNAGOGUE—The build-
ing was plain and rectangular in form. The
people were seated according to age, the
sexes apart. They assembled on Sabbath
days, on feast days, and also on market
days for the convenience of the country
people.

No service could be held unless ten men
were present. Women were not counted as
members of the congregation. A number
of ‘‘elders’’ formed the governing body,
directing the conduct of worship and con-
trolling all matters connected with the
synagogue. One of these, first among his
equals, presided and was called ‘‘the ruler
of the synagogue.”” There was also an
officer who had the care of the sacred books,
administered discipline and instructed the
children, Still other officers collected the
alms,

The services consisted of the reading of
the law and the prophets, prayer and an
address. The preacher might be any one
whom the ruler recognized, and it was cus-
tomary to invite stranger scribes to speak
to the people.

The synagogue was not merely the place
of worship, but virtually the school in which
the first religious instruction was given.
Here Jesus had often worshipped as a child,
a youth and man, and here He announced
His mission.

L

Useful hints may come from strange quar-
ters. Dr. Haslett, in The Pedagogical Bible
School, tells of a Roman Catholic school in
Worcester, Mass., in which the sixth grade,
sixteen to eighteen or nineteen years, is the
Bible Class. Before graduation each student
is given three months’ drill in actual teach-
ing in the Sunday-school. The students are
given instruction in the principles and
methods of teaching, unless they have been
instructed in these elsewhere.
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100 [ (/M An Order of Service

+ AN ORDER OF SERVICE : First Quarter

OPENING EXERCISES
1. SiLeNcCE.

I1. RereaT IN CONCERT—
Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

111. SiNaiNa. Hymn 418, Book of Praise.
(1t is expected that this hymn from The
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)

IV. Tue Lomo's Praver. Repeat in
Concert.

V. SineiNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.

VI Responsive Sentences. John 3 :17.

Superintendent. For God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world ;

School. But that the world through Him
might be saved.

VII. PRAYER.
VIIL SingiNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.

IX. BisLe DrizL—from The Supplemental
Lessons ; READING OF LESSON PASSAGE.

X. SiNgiNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This Hymn may usually be that “ From THE
PRIMARY QUARTERLY.”) .

CLASS WORK

{Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian’s distributions, or otherwise.]

I. RoLL CaLu by teacher.

I1. OrrERING, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.

1IL. ReciratioN. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from The Supplemental Lessons,
or Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2.
Catechism. 3. The Question on Missions
from The Supplemental Lessons.

IV. Lesson StUDY.

CLOSING EXERCISES
1. ANNOUNCEMENTS.

IL. SiNeiNg. Hymn selected.

[II. REVitW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, mey include one or more of the
following items:—Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

(Do not overload the Review ; it should be
pointed, brief and bright.)

IV. Responsive SenTences. 1 John 3:
1-3.

Superintendent. Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us,

School. That we should be called the sons
of God :

Superintendent. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God,

School. And it doth not yet appear what
we shall be :

Superintendent. But we know that, when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him ;

School. For we shall see Him as He is.

Superintendent and School. And every
man that hath this hope in Him purifieth him-
self, even as He is pure.

V. SiNGING.

Thou, whose Almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight,
Hear us, we humbly pray,
And where the gospel-day
Sheds not its glorious ray,

Let there be light.

—Hymn 438, Book of Praise *

V1. Benepicrion OR CLoSING PRAYER.

#Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at m.fu- oo’
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NO TEACHER
IS PERFECTLY EQUIPPED

For Sabbath School Work

WITHOUT

AN OXFORD TEACHER'S BIBLE

We offer you one, absolutely complete, with references,
maps and the famous Oxford Helps unabridged, in-
cluding the 124 full page plates. Bound in French
morocco circuit cover, red under gold.

Special Price for February, $1.25, Post Paid

PRESBYTERIAN $. S. PUBLICATIONS

R. DOUGLAS FRASER
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO
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Tue TRAVEL LESSONS

ON THE OLD TESTAMENT
AND ON THE LIFE OF JESUS

Dr. WILLIAM BYRON FORBUSH, authorof ** The Boy Problem," has worked out by
experience with his famous class, these original, inspiring courses,

Accompany International and all other Sunday-school and personal Bible stud{ courses, or may
be used in tg_endenllyA Solve these problems : attendance, order, interest in Bible, real religious
education. They introduce an entirely new method and apparatus which makes an addition of per-
manent and value to the i for the school.

THE PLAN OF THESE TRAVEL LESSONS is to teach Biblical history while the
student is in the very atmosphere of the places where that history was enacted,

Gov. JOHN L. BATES, Mass.:

**80 realistic and natural is the scene made that one feels as if he is beholding the actual scenery
—he obtains the inspiration that actual sight gives,”

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES:

‘' Pr. Forbush is pmvinun his own Sunday School that it is possible to get a class of twenty-five
healthy, restless American boys as much interested in studying the life of Christ as they are in
football scores."
Mr. EDWIN F. SEE, Gen. Soe’x, Brooklyn Y.M.C.A.

“ I have examined with great care and used in class work stereoscopes and stereographs suggested
for the use of Bible courses h{ Dr. Forbush through Underwood & Underwood. It gives what is
very much needed, reality to the persons and scenes of the Bible,"”

W. G. BALLANTINE, D.D,, LL.D.:

““Dr, Forbush's idea is an inspiration of genius,"

Send for Dr. Forbush's free descriptive circular on either of these courses, or send fifty cents for
his Old Testament Hand-Book, or twenty-five cents for his Hand-Book on tke Life of Jesus,

UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD, 60 and 62 Adelaide St. East, TORONTO
[Ny W ‘\_.,.--’“"—-—*J—\
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A
4 of what you now spend ? Isn't that what your wife and family
would have to do if you died carrying only
YOUR PRESENT INSURANCE?
" Perhaps you have already, in your own serious thinking, felt the
point of this question, and don't need any prompting to duty
: doing. You are already converted to the idea. ith gou it is
4 only a question of company and plan, with whom and by which
you can do the best service for your family and yourself. s
4 I can furnish you with almost any plan that 1s good and up-
to-date, including Regular Endowments, Limited Payment Life
and Whole Life Plans, but I beg to cail attention specially to two
plans of somewhat recent origin, and with much to commend them.
E
§ | THE CONTINUOUS INSTALMENT PLAN
. by which a man provides for his wife a yearly income for life. It
1 is good however for 20 years whether she lives or not, so there isa
p certainty that minor children will be providcd for till maturity. It
4 is applicable to either Whole Life, Limited Payment Lafe or En-
dowment Policies. _Applied to the last named, it provides an in=-
come for both the Insured and the Beneficiary, continuable till
. the death of the survivor and for 20 years absolutely.
\
3 2. THE GHILD'S ENDOWMENT PLAN
: You insure your child on a 15 or 20 years' Endowment, to provide
working capital, or a fund for higher education, when the proper
p age comes, and the Company agrees that in event of your death
all remaining premiums are counted as pald, so your child is not
4 left with the alternative before him or her usual in such cases, of
shouldering a burden, or forfeiting a benefit.
1 Write me for particulars. In regard to No. 1, give me the
date of birth of the insurer and of the beneficiary ; if No. 2, those
4 of the parent and the child.
R
< WM. HAMILTON
0 m ‘
4
4
3
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In President Harper's Eeu‘[llm and the High-

103

Story of 0ld : A Life of Christ for the Young (Flem-
ing H. Revell Company, Toronto, 262 pages,
TMustrations, $1.25). It is not a book for

er Life (Uni y of Chicago Press, Chi PREE st §1 3 A d
184 pages, $TO0T, we have a series of more or Tittle children, but one which the older children will

less informal talks,” as the author calls them, to
students, The title of the book, taken from the
first of the talks, at once provokes the question,
What is the higher life ? Dr. Harper answers that
it is the life of moral effort. Another question fol-
lows on the heels of the first : Who should be the
leaders in the higher life ? Dr. Harper's answer is
ready. They are the artists and philosophers and
moralists and scientists, in short, trained and edu-
cated men, The third question leads to the heart
of the subject. Do these leaders need religion, or
is their art, or philosophy, or ethies, or science suf-
ficient ? Here Dr. Harper does not hesitate. They
do, he affirms, need religion. And the reason is
that religion alone calls into exercise a man’s whole
being. Only through religion can the leaders in
the higher life reach their own complete develop-
ment and their full power to uplift the race. Other
topics of great interest are discussed in the book,
among them being, Our Intellectual Difficulties,
Religious Belief Among College Students, Bible
Study and Religious Life, and America as a Mis-
sionary Field.

“'In this century, as in each preceding century,
the man Christ Jesus, the Son of God, claims every
heart and life”. It is that the young people may
yield to this claim and enter on His blessed service
that Margaret E. Sangster has given us That Sweet

read, and young men and women ; for the story is
winsomely told, with every now and then a sharp,
keen look into the faces of the young people who
are grappling with the temptations or beginning to
carry the burden of life. The writer knows, and she
wants all her young readers to know, how deep and
and real is the sympathy and help that comes from
the Man of Nazareth.

Dr. Peloubet says of his new book, The Front Line
of the School M V. A _Wilde
Company, Boston, 288 pages, diagrams, ete, $1.00).

most an autobiography of one whose life has
been spent in slowly climbing toward ideals not yet
realized and who is still climbing toward the distant
goal.” All his life, one may say, a Sunday School
worker, for the past thirty years and more the writer
of the famous ‘‘Select Notes,” that are known the
world over, Dr. Peloubet speaks with an authority,
which fits gracefully to his large experience, of the
strategic points of the Sunday School, such as the rela-
tion of the teacher to his class, teacher training, grad-
ing, the best methods for business men and busy
women to use in preparing their Sunday-school les-
sons, Sunday-school architecture, ete. The volume
is one which every worker in the Sunday School will

1 . both as an invaluable aid in fitting himself
for teaching, and as an able assistant in procuring
the best results from his teaching.

WRITE

THE BRYANT PRE LIMITED
TEH&' e
~TOWENTO

omas JTORM wems

Estimates on Your Printing and Bookbinding

New type used for every job.

Large work wanted quickly our specialty.
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Man's nature is made up of body, mind and spirit.
The ideal man is the one in whom each of these
has reached its full development, the balance
being fairly held among the different parts. To
show how this ideal may be reached is the purpose

M ,.Toronto, 262 pages, $1
net). Mr. Black is always the literary artist, and in

of Hugh Black's Practice ot Self Culture (George
25

seniors, they are rather more apt to copy the bad
than the good. But under such headings as Setting a
Fair Copy, The Home Manners of Mothers, Scolding,
Trusty Children, Children’s Amusements, From Fif-
teen to Twenty, there are many useful lessons and
suggestions. The style is bright and chatty.

In the preface to Finding the Way (Thomas Y
Cruyll and Co, New York, 2

pages, . .

this book the picture of a noble and well-rounded ““fhe writer, Dr. J. R. Miller, says,— ‘The little books

character is drawn with a skilful touch.

Cruising for the Cross, by Rev. C. A. 8. Dwight
American Tract_Sogicty, New York, 201 pages,
i B0 cents), is the story of John Henton, a
young American, fond of yachts and cruising, who,
after running a hot course for a few years after the
manner of the idle rich, was waked up by the tragic
death of a boon companion, and giving himself to
Christ and Christian work, resolved to take a cruise
around the world in his own yacht to investigate the
conditions of the seaman's life in port and on the
high seas, at the same time taking advantage of every
opportunity of doing good that should come along.
There are many exciting adventures, and Henton
“‘makes good” as a pratical Christian in a novel
quest,

merican Sagiet N_!Lw‘ave also
sent us and the Home, by Eleanor A. Hun-

ter (217 pages, 75 cents). Itisa wholesome book for
“'The home,” and especially the fathers and mothers

of this *'Silent Times" series have been a great comfort
to the author , in that they have proved helpful to
many people in all parts of the world, ‘'Letters
come continually from those who have been strengt h-
ened and encouraged by them.” It is enough to
say that this book merits similar testimony. The
opening chapter, which gives its title to the volume,
dwells on the thought that God leads His peuple
through the world. The chapters following—there
are twenty-four in all—show in various ways how
we may enjoy the divine leading.

Does any Sabbath School worker wish to presen®
the subject of Teacher Training before a company
of teachers or at a convention ? He will find plenty
of ammunition in Sunday School Teacher Train-
ing by H. M. Hamill, D. D. (The Sunday School
Times Company, Philadelphia, 106 pages, 50 cent s).

Y15 not a course of Teacher Training worked out in
detail, but a clear and interesting discussion of
principles and methods, including a general account

there, but not for children. It has too many !
of the child’s eriticism of ill-balanced or ill-bred par-
ents, to make it a book for children to read. Like their

of i 4 inational and d 1 teacher
training. The chaptersof the book originally appear-
ed as articles in the Sunday School Times.

University of Toronto

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

—
HE regular course of instruction consists of Four Sessions, of eight months each, commencing October Srd,
There is a distinct and separate course for each of the four years.

The degrees conferred by the University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine (M.B.), and
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.). Students may take a combined course in Arts and Medicine if they wish to do so.

Artsstudents who are

aking the Honor course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the requirements of the

primary work in medicine during their final years in Arts, and thus it is possible to obtain the degrees of B.A.

and M,B. upon six years' University training.

laboratories for instruction in the

Attention is directed to the

practical subjects of the Medical curriculum. The new
at a cost of $175,000.00, in the Queen's Park, and affords extensive lal

t of the Univ

\ding of the Medical Faculty has been completed

for Pathology

L
and Physiology which is nnnurfnm-d. The lectures in the final subjects are also delivered in the new lecture
her s

theatres. Instruction in the ot!
and lecture rooms of the University.

ubjects of the medical course are taught in the various science laboratories

To meet the requirements of the Ontario Medical Council, & course of instruction is econducted during

& Fifth vear. This is entirely optional as far as the U

niversity of Toronto is concerned.

Clinical teaching is given in the Toronto General Hospital, Burnside Lying-in Hospital, St. Michael's
Hospital, Hospital for Sick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto.

There are special research scholarships offered to graduates in Medicine, and every opportunity is now
offered for scientific research work in any of the various laboratories of the University, under the direct super-

vision of the Professor in charge.

The Faculty provide three medals for the graduating class (one gold and two silver). There are also
scholarships available for undergraduates in the First and Second years ; these are awarded to the candidates

on the results of the annual examinations,

Further information regarding scholarships, medals, etc., may be obtained from the Calendar, or on

spplication to the Secretary.

(R. A, REEVE, BA., M.D.,
. Dean. N

Biological Department, University of Toronto
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TORONTO

1or Boys.

NEW BUILDINGS NOW BEING ERECTED
The College authorities have purchased 23 acres in Rosedale,
SPRING TERM where new buildings are now i[l course of erection  They
comprise an Upper and Lower School and will accommodate

COMMENCED | 30

The success of the College has continued. There are now 230 pupils in |
attendance. |

JANUA“V 30 Nine Masters in addition to the Principal in Residence.
»

Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College.
Upper and Lower Schools, Junior Residence.

1905 Write for Calendar,
REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., Principa
— e i

Coronto Presbyterian Ladies’ €ollege

(OPPOSITE QUEEN'S PARK) ™"

| BLOOR ST. WEST
TORONTO

A HIGH-CLASS
RESIDENTIAL AND
DAY SCHOCL

A thorough train-
ing in all work for
the Universities |
and for examina-
tions in Music and
Art. Affiliated
with the Toronto
Conservatory of
Music. A Primary
Depattment for
junior pupils,
Teachers of char-
acter and experi-
ence in every de-
partment,

FOR CALENDAR AND OTHER INFORMATION, WRITE

REV.__A. R. GREGORY, B.A, MRS. A. R. GREGORY,
|

LADY PRINCIPAL
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line Programme,
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St. John in * Century Bible ”

Edited by Rev J. A, McClymont, D.D.

Text of Authorized Version and Re-

vised Version with notes. ...ooevee 75¢

The Teaching of Jesus

By Rev.D. M. Ross, D.D-
Life of Jesus Christ
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paid 34 y 75
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