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THE CANADIAN DAV-STAR.

——O s

“ T am the light of the world.”
“ Preach the Gospel to every creature.”’—~JESUs,

FEBRUARY, 1863.

SUBJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION.

God has endowed man with power of thought. He is capable
of considering, reflecting, pondering. Conscquently God requires
the exercise of our thinking faculties; and they can be strength-
ened and developed only by exercise. The proper use of our men-
tal powers tends to exalt the intellect over the passions, the mind
over the body; while the subjects which God calls on us to con-
sider, are fitted to revolutionize the character, to impart and sus-
tain spiritnal health, moral beauty, and sublime peace and happi-
ness.

Calls and exhortations to consideration bestud the pages of the
Bible as stars the vault of heaven. The Jews deprived them-
seives of peace and prosperity by refusing to hearken unto God.
Because they despised the teachings of God through his
prophets, and walked in their own ways, sought their own
pleasure, their land was desolated with judgments. When God
speaks, man should listen, attentively consider, and seriously re-
fleet. This our loving God most earnestly desives. ¢ Q that they
were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider
their latter end.”

I. We should consider that there is another state of existence
on which we shall enter when our earthly race is finished. That
there is a future state is one of the common beliefs of the race.
Peoples unblessed with the heavenly light of revelation, have had
imperfect and erroneous conceptions of the state after death. The
Bible, however, throws a flood of light on the subject of the great Fu-
turity, It tells of a bright and blessed beaven, and of a dark and
.dismal hell,
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The consideration of this future state is most important, as it is
most rational. Carclessness with regard to it betokens a most la-
mentable lack of wisdom. The future is a subject in which every
human being is interested. When the young man, who has been
surrounded by pure home influences, is about to leave the pavent-
al roof and enter into a new and untried st.te of existence in the
erowded city, where he will move amid new scenes, be subjected
to new and peculiar temptations, his parents feel it necessary to
give him proper counsel and duc warning, and allow him to depart
with fear and trembling, lest he be not prepared for the new course
he is about to run. They may have a view of the dangers to
which he will be esposed, of which he himself has a very inade-
quate conception. God knows the future, and the punishments that
are in reserve for the incorrigibly impenitent; and therefore he en-
treats carcless sinners to consider their latter end. When the
bride is about to leave the paternal home for another and still
deaver home her bosom is the seat of strange emotions. Calm re-
flection, as to the duties required of her in her new life, is, in her case,
most appropriate. We should blame her much if she took this
step heedlessly. Much more must the folly of carelessness as to
the future state be blameworthy. There is a man in old Scotland
struggling for existence. His family is growing up. He sces
little before them, bui unremitting toil and poverty. The thought
enters his mind that he will emigrate. Many anxious days and
nights he spends before his mind is fully made up. And much
reasoning and pleading must he use before his family fall in with
his plans. When all are decided as to the propriety of cmigration,
what anxieties do they cherish as to the new country which they
intend making their home, and as to the kind of life they wili lead
there. We could not conceive of them taking this important step
without consideration, much consideration. But what shall e say
of those who are living in disregard of God who will judge them,
and of the future state on which they must enter when they pass
away from this earthly scene! Their folly is fearful. Tt is mad-
ness. Reader, consider your latter end. That God beseeches you
to do so is cvidence of his regard for your weal. Awake out of
your dreadful spiritual slumber.

IT. We should consider that our entering into a new state of
existence after our earthly race is run is certain, and the esact
period when we shall do so, uncertain. There is nothing surer
than death. The stream of time empties into the unfathomable
and boundless ocean of eternity.
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¢ Time is flecting;
And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still like muffled drums are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.”

Reader, your body must return to the dust, and your spirit to
God who gave it. Death you cannot cseape. No matter how
much you fear his approach, the time will come when he will lay
his cold, clammy hand upon you, and when his bony fingers will
feel for your heart-strings—when, disembodied, you will be usher-
ed into the cternal world. And yet the day, the hour, the mo-
ment when your change shall come is hid from you, wisely hid
from you. At any moment you may die. This is true whether
you consider it or not. Your considering it does not make it
true. Still you need tosponder it, to realize its truth. To be
careless and unreflecting, immersed in the concerns of time, while
at any moment you may be hurried into eternity, and behold its
solemn realities is folly which no language can describe.

III. We should consider that the moral condition in which we
are, when we enter the eternal world, will be wunalter-
able. As the tree falls, so must it lie. As death leaves us,
so must judgment find us. “He that isunjust lot him be
unjust still; and he who is filthy, let him be flthy still ;
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still, and he
that is holy, let him be holy still.” There will be no opportunities
of repentanece in hell, No gospel will be proclaimed amid its
dreary abodes. Oh! reader, if you enter eternity unprepared to
die—unsaved, your doom will be irrevocably fixed. Never-cnding
misery will be the just consequence of a life of sin and careless-
ness without repentance. Those who enter cternity saved through
the blood of Jesus are saved beyond the reach of woe. Those
who die impenitent are lost beyond the possibility of recovery.
Careless reader, imagine, if you can, the misery of thelost, con-
templating the cternity of misery which lies before them, the des-
pair and anguish which fill their souls. No end to their misery,
ever-increasing, without termination. Dreadful thought! and yet,
unsaved sinner, you ave in danger of this woe, and perhaps as care-
less as if death, judgment, and eternity were phantoms of a fevered
brain—unrealitics.

IV. We should consider that the present life is the time in
which we should prepare for an eternity of bliss. There is a
place of blessedness. God desires that our souls may axrive in that
holy abode. But we must be prepared for it, else we can never
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enter it.  We need preparation. We have sinned, The fear you
expericnee when you think of death is evidence that you are un-
prepared for heaven.  Sin is the cause of your fear. You are
guilty. You nced to be forgiven. You need to be cleansed from
moral defilement.  God, in the gospel of Jesus, has provided a
way by which you may be pardoned and sanctified. Through the
blood of Jesus, Grod proclaims to you a full and a free forgiveness.
Through the trath about Jesus’ atonement for your sins, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, you may be purified. It isrequired of
you that you believe in Christ in order to forgiveness and purity.
‘When you believe, that God so loved you that he gave Jesus to
die for you so that you might be saved, God pardons you, and com-
mences in your soul the work of sanctifigation. Now, while you
are on carth, is the time when you should thus turn to God.

‘As long as life its term extends,
Hope's blest dominion never ends;
For while the lamp holds on to burn,
The greatest sinner may return.

Life is the season God hath given
To rise from hell and fly to heaven;
That day of grace fleets fast away
And none its rapid course can stay.’

Tor this ¢ day of grace, ’ you arc indebted to the blood of Jesus.
Thus while you are on earth you aresowing. In eternity you shall
reap, and reap as you sow. If you sow the wind you may expect
to reap the whirlwind. If you are despising the riches of God’s
gooduess, you are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God. During the
time you havelived you have been preparing for heaven or for hell.
Know the true character of the time of your earthly life. Itis
repentance-time—time, which you should improve in repenting of
sin and turning to Grod by faith in Jesus. And itis all the pro-
bation-period which God will give you. O with what importance
and interest does this consideration invest the period of human life !
It stamps ocarelessness about the soul’s weal with almost infinite
folly. Beloved reader, yield to the influence of these mighty
truths, and be alive to your soul’s well-being.  All that is glorious
in heaven, dreadful in hell, terrible in the judgment to come—and
the worth of your immortal spirit,—eall on you to shake off your
lethargy. Liook to the unfathomable interest which God takes
in your weal, as evidenced in the gift of Jesus as an atonement

- s
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for your sins, and of the loving holy Spirit who strives with you
to bring you to himself. Believe in Jesus, as having died for you;
yield to the love of God revealed in his death for you; be thus
reconciled to God and restored to his favour, and commence to run
in the way of God’s commandments with enlargement of heart, A.

A WELL-PLEASED GOD.

God in Christ is a well pleased God. This is 2 most impor-
tant, & most blessed truth. It just needs to be understood and
believed, that peace may fill the soul, that the heart may be lifted
up in gratitude and love to God, and in admiration of his good-
ness, and grace, and merey.

But is it veally true that God is well-pleased in Christ? 1saiah
says, “ The Lord is well-pleased for his rightcousness’ sake.”
(zlii. 21). At our Saviowr’s baptism the Spirit of God des-
. cended onhim like a dove and lighted on him, and a voice
from heaven said,—‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well-pleased.” (Matt iii, 16, 17). When Jesus wason the Mount
of Transfiguration with Peter, James and John, and Moses and
Elias, a voice came out of the bright cloud which over shad-
owed them, which said,—This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well-pleased” (xvii. 5). i

God is not well pleased with sinners. He is displeased with
sinners, and he has reason to be displeased with them. He hates
sin. Consequently those who commit it, and love it, must be
objects of his disapprobation. It is necessary, for the stability of
the moral empire of the great Ruler, that he show his hatred to
sin and manifest his displeasure with sinners. The sinner is thus
under the wrath of God, and exposed to punishment, which is an
expression of that wrath. Siuner living in sin, God is not, can-
notbe, well pleased with you. While he loves your soul, he hates
your sin; and if you turn not away from sin, you must perish
without remedy. God is truly a consuming fire to all the work-
ers of iniquity; and you, living unrepentant and unbelicving,
are 3 dry firebrand ready for the flames.

Godis a well-pleased God in Christ. This does not simply
mean that God is well-pleased with Christ, as he approves of the
conduct of an angel, or of Adam while he continued in inno-
cence and purity, or of any good man living under the power and



34 TIE CANADIAN DAY-STAXK.

influence of the Gospel. It means that God iswell-pleasedin Christ
towards sinners, well pleased with the work which Christ finished on
-the cross, as the ground on which sinners may be saved. God, as a
holy and rightous King, is well-pleased with what Christ has done in
his life, his sufferings, and his death, to express nis hatred to sin and
his displeasure with those who commit it. The Divine Father
-chose Christ as mediator between himself and men, and commis-
sioned him to achieve a work, which would serve the same ends in
moral government as the punishment of sinners; so that he might
extend forgiveness to the rebels and yet maintain and confirm the loy-
alty to himself of all the unfallen.  This work Christ came to do.
This work he did. God the Father is well-pleased with it, and is
ready to forgive sinners on the the ground of it. O sinner, seck
to know this most precious of all truths. God is well pleased
with the work of Christ, as a work done for your salvation. ook
to Christ: look to Christ’s work ; and, through Christ and his work,
look up to God aswell pleased, as propitiated ; and you will rcjoice
in his forgiving love.

But what is the evidence that God is a well-pleased God in’
Christ ?

The resurrection of Christ from the dead is evidence of this
blessed truth. Christ died, when his work was finished. There
was triumph in hisdeath : for he cried with a loud voice! His body
was put in the grave. While it lay in the tomb there was time
to examine his work. No defeet wasfound in it. Infinite purity was
satisfied with it. Jesus came forth from the sepulchre triumphant.
He is declared to be the Son of God, with power to save, by his
resurection from the dead.

The ascension of Christ into heaven, and his session at the right
hand of God, are further evidence that God, in him, is a well-plea-
sed, a propitiated God. He was admitted into heaven as the
victorious Saviour. The lofty exaltation given to him shows the
importance of the work which he had done, and the Father's delight
with it. When the Roman conqueror obtained a triumph, it was evi-
dence of the satisfaction of the Roman people with his warlike
achievements, and betokened their estimate of the importance of
these to the empire. So Christ’s ascension, admission into heaven,
and his being elevated to the highest place in the universe,—a posi-
tion of repose and honour,—indicate the delight with which his
work is viewed by the great Father of all, and all the heavenly
hierarchies.

~w
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The gift of the Holy Spirit also proves the propitiousness of
God in Christ. The Spirit has been given for the sake of the
Saviowr. Iisinfluence is poured out upon men, through the Saviour.
He is God’s advocate with men on carth, as Christ is our advocate
with God in heaven. e strives with men. e sceks to lead
men to scc the things that relate to Christ.  As the Divine Father
has sent the Holy Spirit, to show Christ and him crucified to men,
that they may believe and live; and also to build up and establish
believers in the faith of Jesus, in hoiiness and in consequent meet-
ness for heaven,—he must have delight and satisfaction in the work
of Christ.

The state of probation in which we are placed is still further cvi-
dence that God is well-pleased with the propitiatory work of Christ.
Probation proves propitiation. We are kept on carth, and furnish-
ed with means and opportunities of repentance. Undoubtedly
it is the propitiation which procures for us these blessings, sceing
we do not merit them.

The blessings and comforts relating to this terrenc and temporary
condition, which we enjoy, also serve to instruct us in this glorious
truth. As we are sinners, 16 ismost evident that these blessings are
not enjoyed by us because we deserve them. They flow to us from
the overflowing fountain of divine goodness. But how is it consis-
tent in God to bestow the bounties of his Providence on ercatures
utterly unworthy of the least blessing? The propitiation of
Churist answers this question. God is satisfied with Christ’s work, as
an atoning sacrifice for the sins 6f men. Every merey is bloud-
bought. Lvery blessing which we enjoy preaches the Gospel to
us.

Reader, reflect on the resurrection of Christ from the dead; on
his ascension into heaven; on the Holy Spirit as poured out on
all flesh; on the fact that God is giving you to enjoy a period of
probation,.and that you enjoy unnumbered blessings from God, the
least of which you do not deserve ;—and you will sce that there are the
best of reasons for believing that the God, to whom you owe your
existence, and whom you must meet in judgment, is a propitiated,
well-pleased God in Christ towards you. Thus believing, you will
enjoy his forgiving love for the sake of Christ, who finished the
propitiation.

Consider also that God will at last judge the sec.ets of men by
Jesus Christ according to the gospel, and you will see further
proof of God’s propitiousness, and at the same time the strongest
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reason why you should belicve in him as a satisfied God in
Christ and be reconciled to him. As the Father has committed
all judgment unto the Son, and commands all men to honour the
Son cven as they honour himself, he must be well-pleased with his
atoning sacrifice. And if you reject the news of God’s love to
you in the propitiation of Christ, how will you stand before your
judge at that day? How will you face the judge, whom, as a
Saviour, during your probation-time you rejected and despised ?
To reject the Saviour, whom the Father provided, whose work he
has accepted, and in whom he is well pleased, is the crimc of crimes,
and, if you die committing it, the wrath of God will abide on
you for ever.

% Sinner, will youscorn the message,
Coming from the courts above,
Merey speaks in every passage,
Every line is full of love;
0 believe it,
Every line is full of love.” A,

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

When we study the being, the attributes, or the acts of our
fellow-men, we study what is created, what is finite, what is fal-
lible. But when we study the being, the attributes, or the acts of
God, we study what is perfect and infallible.  There is no heing
go far removed from us as the infinite, the uncreated, the Divine;
and at the same time there is no being so near to us, and with
whom we have so much to do as the omnipresent Jehovah, He
is the only being in the wide universe who is worthy of our
supreme regard, reverence, admiration, and adoration. Surely it
is our duty and our privilege to scarch after, and to find out God;
we must seek to know him because he is revealed, and as he is
revealed. Of course there are heights here which we can never
reach, and depths which we can never fathom, and breadths which
we can never grasp. No, we can never, it is true, throughout all
eternity find out the Almighty unto perfection. Our powers of
apprehending and comprehending being finite, we ¢an never in the
very nature of things fully know God. Though our knowledge
is very limited, we are not altogether ignorant of the fact that
there is much of God concealed from our view—hid as it were in
an impenetrable cloud of darkness, a darknesy that is sensibly felt,

.
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There is mueh of God wrapt up in light so bright and dazaling,
that no ereated eye ~an gaze upon it.  Yet notwithstanding all this
we can know something wbout God,—Iis being, His nature, His
moral perfections, and His government, as these shine forth in His
works of ereation, of providence, and in the plan of redemption.

Divine sovercignty is a subjeet from the study of which a great
many shrink back with dread. This dread does not spring out of
the nature of the subject but out of the false ideas of God which
they entertain. They have unworthy thoughts of God, thoughts
which fill their minds with dread, instead of delight, with fear
instead of love, with terror instcad of trust. We believe that
Divine sovercignty, when rightly understood, is fitted to fill the
mind with admiration, confidence, and complaceney.

The written revelation is the lamp oflight, sent down from heaven
to let us sec our way back to the home and the heart of God. The
Bible tells us that God is love,—that he is a just God and a
Saviour, and points us to Bethlehem, to Gethsemane, and to Crl-
vary, for the evidence.

We have made these remarks at the very outset beeause many
have written and spoken about the sovereignty of God in such a
way, as to convey quite a false idea of the character and will of
the Ruler of the universe. Before speaking of the manifestations
which God has given us of His sovereignty, we shall first define
what we understand by the term, and prove from Seripture that
God is a sovereign.

Divine sovereignty, as we understand it, is just God’s absolute
and uncontrollable right to do whatsoever he pleases to do. In
his purposes, his plans, his actions, he is under the direction and
control of no created being, or class of beings whatsoever, The
absolute Sovereign never acts from necessity. His will is not, and
cannot be, a necessitated will.  All that God docs he pleases to do,
and he might have done otherwise had he so willed. It has been
well said, “If God acted by necessity, he would be the subject of
necessity. Necessity would be his Sovereign and the Sovereign
of all his acts. Butus God is free, he is possessed of free-will, of
infinite free-will. And heis therefore, in the exercise of his free-
will sovercign in relation to all that he does, and by consequence in
relation to all those ereatures, who owe their existence to the action
ofhis will.” * All the attributes of Jehovah are absolutely infinite,
and his soversignty is just his absolute uncontrollable prerogative to

* Bvangelical Repository, Vol. IV Page 13-14
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do as he pleases,and what he pleases. “He worketh all things after the
counsel of bis own will ;" and we know, and are sure that he never
wills to do wrong, to be cruel, or unjust. Allthat he does is donein
harmony with his nature. Now we know that his nature is love ; and
therefore malevolence can never in the nature of things have anything
to do with his sovereign acts. Ifhe werea malevolont Being, his
sovercignty would be cruel, malevolent, malicious, malignani sover-
eignty.  But it is delightful to know that the sovercignty of God
partakes of the nature of the henevolent Being who exereises it.

This doctrine is in perfect harmony with reason, and with the
book of revelation.

Some have supposed that the expression, “who worketh ail
things after the counsel of his own will,” teaches that God in his
sovercignty has purposed, and in some mysterious way brings to
pass, all the cvil actions of men, as well as all thegood in existence ;
but this is opposed to seripture, to conscience, and to universal
consciousness.  Though God as a sovercign purposes all that he
does, and does all that he purposes to do, he does not purpose or
determine owr uctions. He worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will, that is to say, he does all that e does because he wills
to do it; but this is a very different thing from the doings of his
will-endowe: ercatures. His doing all that he does according to
the counsel of his own will is one thing; and our working, or doing
all that we do according to the counsel of his will, is quite a
different thing. The first of these is a truth, the second is con-
demmned as false by his word, and our conscience.

The passages of Seripturc which prove the doctrine of Divine
sovercignty are very numecrous; we shall only cite a few. When
speaking of the powerlessness and utter worthlessness of the idols
of silver and zold which the benizhied nations worshipped, the
Psalinist exelaims, “But our God is ju the heavens, he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased.”  « Whatsvever the Lord pleased,
that did he in the heavens, and in the carth, in the sca and in all
deep places.”

When Job was in the darkest hour of his adversity, and in the
deep waters of afflietion, we find him vindieating the Divine sover-
cignty, in the following iofty and sublime language: “Which
docth great things past finding out:—yca and wonders without
number. Lo ! he goeth by me, and I see himnot: he passeth on also,
but I perceive him not. Behold he taketh away, who
can hinder him ?  Who will say wunto him, what doest

A e 1 |
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thou?” Through Isaiah the prophet, Jchovah makes known
his own sovercignty in language peculiar to himself, “Remember
the former things of old; I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and fiem ancient times the
things that are not yet done ; saying my counsel shall stand, and T
will do all my pleasure.”  We could easily multiply passages hoth
from the Old and from the New Testament, to prove the doetrine
under consideration. But as this is not necessary, we shall turn
our attention tosome of those tangible evidences, or manifestations
which the uncreated Jehovah has given us of his sovercignty. It
is of course impossible for us to examine all the manifestations of
his sovercignty which God has given us; but if welook at a few of
them, we shall be constrained to ery out with profound reverence,
and adoring wonder, as did the monarch of Babylon, “ All the
inhabitants of the carth are reputed as nothing, and he docth ae-
cording;to his will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabit-
ants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?”  We must, however, for the present close;
as the subjeet is too extensiveto be properly treatedin our limited
space. We shall take up one or two of the manifestations of Divine
sovereignty in next number.—M.

THE RANSOM AND REDEMPTION.

In1 Tim. ii. 6, we are informed that the “one Mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus” * gave himsclf 2
ransom for all.”  This is a truth of great intrinsic importance.
It reveals God as love to men, though he hates their sins, and as
willing that all men should Le saved and come to the knowledge
of the truth. It makes known the way by which men, as run-
aways from God, may return. The ransom of the *“ precious blood
of Christ ™ is the ground on which God ean receive sinful men into
his favour. This runsom honows the law and satisfies justice,
so that God can be just and justify the ungodly who helieve in
desus. Itisa truth also of great importance in its bearing on
practice. Seeing that the Father sent into the world his own
and only Son, who gave himself a ransom for all, all souls must be
precious in God's sight. Every sinner who really believes this
truth must see that it gives him encourogement in secking the
salvation of his soul—in returning to God. The helicver must
see in it the best of reasons why he should pray for all men.
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The use which Paul makes of this passage furnishes us with
most convincing and irrefragable proof of universal atunement,
We know that God desives the salvation of all men, beeause Jesus
gave himself a ransom for all.  And secing it is evident that he
desires the salvation of all men, it is the duty of Christians to
pray for all men.  This is the apostle’s chain of reasoning, and if
it be wrong to break a link in that chain, then, without doubt,
Jesus gave himself a ransom for all.

Sinner, Jesus dicd for you, beeause he died for all. And in
having died for you, he has furnished the ground on which you
may be saved.  God is ready to forgive you and all men, on the
footing of the ransom of the blood of Jesus.

In the scriptures, at least two kinds of redemption are spoken
of—redemption from the punishment due to sin, or parden; and
redemption from the pollution of sin, or purification. Daul says,
Gal. iv. 13, “ Chnist hath redecmed us from the cwrse of the law,
being made a curse for us.”  Redemption from the curse of the
law is pardon. God threatens punishment against transgressors
of his law.  All who are living in sin are esposed to that punish-
ment, are under the curse of the law. Paul is speaking to the
Galatians as beliccers, when he says, ¢ Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law.” 1% men are not redeemed from the
curse of God’s holy, just and good.law. A men are not pardoned.
It is only to those tn Christ Jesus that there is no condemnation.
Those out of Christ are under eondemnation, that is, they are un-
pardoned.  We must carefully distinguish between the ransom and
redemption—the atonement and pardon. The ransom or atone-
ment consists of the obedience of Jesus Christ until death, in the
room of sinners, which is such an exhibition of the Divine purity,
that it answers the cnds of moral government, not only as well
but far better than the infliction of the penalty due to the sins of
sinners.  The atoucment or ransom was not so made for the sins
of men, that men are ¢herchy absolved from the punishment due
to their sins; because men living in sin and unbelief are, in the
Bible, represented as unpardoned, and the wrath of God is repre-
sented as on them and as coming on them, not only because of the
sin of unbelief, but also because of their many others sins against
God and their sins against men—their ungodliness aud unright-
cousness. (See Rom. i. 18, Eph. v. 3, 4, 5.) The atoncment
was made to God ; whereas pardon, or redemption from the curse
of the law, is a blessing bestowed on men on the ground of the
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atonement. The atonement is such an exhibition of the Divine
hatred to sin as leads the holy and unfallen in heaven to see that,
while God loves the sinner and extends merey to him, he is spot-
lessly pure. Iis justice required it for the safety and stability of
his moral empire, while pardon was dispensed to men. Justice is
satisfied with it; consequently there is no barrier in the way of
the hestowment of redemption from the eurse of the law on sin-
ners, so far as God is concerned; God is ready abundantly to
pardon, and his servants are commanded to proclaim the good
pews to human rebels against his authority.

This blessing of redemption from the curse of the law which is
bestowed by God on the footing of the ransom of Jesus’ precious
blood is received by faith., ¢ All that believe are justified.” (Aets
giii. 39. Roman. iii. 25, 26.) Sinner, atonement has been made
for you. God desires to pardon you for Christ’s sake. The love
he has evidenced in the gift of Jesus for your soul is the measure of
the intensity of his desire to deliver you from the curse of the law,
under which you are so long as you live in sin and unbelief But
you must believe in his love to you, and in the work of Jesus for
your salvation which reveals that love, in order to be pardoned.
The God-appointed condition of salvation is faith in Christ as
your atoning Saviour. Heaven’s easy, artless, unincumbered plan
for the salvation of men is, Believe and live. Believe the truth
about Jesus, then, and be saved.

Another kind of redemption is spoken of in Titus ii. 14, ¢ Who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us trom all iniquity.”
The same kind of redemption is spoken of in 1 Pet. i 18, ¢ Re-
deemed......... «eeeoofrom your vain conversation.” Redemption
from iniquity, from vain conversation, unprofitable conduet, is
purity. This redemption is indispensable as meetness for the
heavenly inheritance, seeing nothing unholy can enter into that
blessed region. Redemption from the curse of the law and re-
demption from iniquity—pardon and purity are the twin-blessings
brought near man in the Gospel and bestowed by God through the
atonement. They are never found apart. The person who is ye-
deemed from the curse of the law is redeemed from iniquity. The
person who is forgiven is sanctified. A person cannot be pardoned
and entirely unsan-tified ; a person cannot be sanctified, and at the
same time under the curse of the law, Redemption from the curse
of the law is bestowed on the ground of the Saviour’s ransom, and is
received by faith.  Redemption from iniquity is also by faith. We
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are sanctified by faith. Aets xsvi. 18, The truth is the instrument
of purification. Bnt that it may be brought in contact with the
soul it must be believed. The Spirit is the sanctifier. He sanc-
tifies by the truth. Hence the truth needs to dwell in the mind
by continuous faith, so that the soul may be changed into the
fmage of God, and become increasingly meetened for heaven.
Pardon would he of no use without purity. Nothing impure can
enter beaven, We see the wisdom of God in appointing, as the
condition of pardon, that which sceures the moral purity of the
soul that complies with it. It is through the truth by the agency
of the holy Ghost that the soul is sanctificd. To be pardoned the
soul must belicve that truth, and so come under its purifying
Ower.
P Here, O sinner, is one allimportant reason why you nced to
believe in Jesus to be saved. In no other way can your purity
be sceured than by your mind coming in contact with the saneti-
fying gospel, and without purity pardon would not benefit you; as
impure, you are unfit for heaven. But as God commands you to
believe his Gospel that you may be redecmed from the curse of
the law, he requires of you that which will bring your soul un-
der the influence of the truth, which the Spirit uses to redeem
from iniquity. When you sce and believe the love of God to you
in sending Jesus into the world to dic for you; when you sce
God’s hatred to your sins as expressed in the dreadful sufferings
which Jesus voluntarily bore to atone for sin, your soul hugins to
loathe sin, and to love that God, who loves you notwithstanding
all your sins,—you become holy, you become good. O well might
the Apostle say, that the cross of Christ is the wisdom of God and
the power of God. Truly the scheme of grace is a “witty in-
vention.” Believe the gospel thén, O sirner, Look to the ran-
som of Jesus’ precious blood paid for your soul. Thus enjoy God's
pardoning mercy, and rejoice in aceeptance with God through his
Beloved ; thus come under the power and induence of sanetifying
truth.
¢ Nothing but thy blood, O Jesus,
Can relieve us from our smart ;

Nothing else from sin release us;
Nothing else can melt the heart.

“ Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone ;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves & heart of stone.” A,

o
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« AS MANY AS WERE ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LITE
BELIEVED.”

ExrositioN oF AcTs X1IlL 48,

“ And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the
nsmo of the Lord, and as many as wero ordained to cternal life believ-
ed.”

Individuals and nations are sometimes seen entering the field
of battle, and there fighting in deadly conflict. But truths
never go to war with one another, they live in peace and
harmony, the only battles which they fight are against falschood,
ignorance, and error. W firmly believe that all truths are not
only true, but in perfect harmony with each other. The truths
of seience for example, never contradict the truths of the Bible,
and the truths of the Bible never contradict the truths of science.
The starry firmament,—the seriptures of the carth’s erust,—and
all the furees of naturein the physical universe are from God
as really as the written word. The volume of creation and
the written revelation are both from God, and we are sure they
pever did, and never can contradiet each other. Qur interpreta-
tion of the one may coniradict our interpretation of the other;
or our interpretations of both wmay be false, but there is perfect
harmony, consisteney and truth in the revelations themselves.

In like manner one portion of the word of God never contra-
dicts another; though the interpretations of that word by fallible
erring men often do.

The reader is aware that the passage at the head of this article
has becn often quoted to prove the absolute unconditional and
irresistible deerce of clection ;—that an esact number were fixed
upon in a past cternity, irrespective of faith, or character, and all
tlie rest were unconditivnally left beyond the possibility of salva-
tion. But we believe such a doctrine as this to be utterly oppos-
ed both to reason and to revelation, and that the passage under
consideration, when rightly understood, and interpreteted, not
only gives no countenance tothe dogma of unconditionalism, but
teaches the very reverse of that doctrine.

We shall endeavour to shew that the word ordained in the pas-
sage before us has no reference whatever to fore-ordination or un-
conditional predestination in a by-gone eternity, but has refer-
ence, to the ordering, arranging or, disposing, of objects either,
present or in prospect. The proper rendering of the verse, as wo
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understand it, and as we shall endeavour to shew, is something like
following : “And when the Gentiles heard this, they spoke highly
in favour of the word of the Lord, and as many as were disposed
to have cternal life believed.” There are three things which we
wish the reader carcfully to notice in our exposition of this verse.

Observe I. What it was the Gentiles heard.

« And when the Gentiles heard ¢Ads they were glad” Heard
what 2 We find an answer to this question in the 44th verse. “And
the next day came almost the whole city together to hear the word
of God. But when the Jews saw the multitude they were filled
with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by
Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and Barnabas
wazed bold, and said it was necessary that the word of Grod should
first have heen spoken to you: but secing ye put it from you and
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gen-
tiles, For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be for salva-
tion unto the endsof the earth.,” Now, “ when the Gentiles, Zeard
this they were glad.” Ts it to be wondered at that they should
feel glad when told that the Gospel of the grace of God was just as
really for them asfor the Jews? Such goodness, such grace, such
wonderful love in God to them, was well fitted to fill their hearts
with gratitude and gladness, and the same glorious gospel is
for each of us, because God has manifested no respeet of persons
in the provision which he bas made. Chuist came to be a light
to lighten the Gentiles as well as to be the glory of his people Is-
rael.  Tnere is salvation in Christ for you, reader, whosoever you
may be, and however great your guilt; for the Iather sent the
Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whatever Jesus did upon
Calvary for the Jews, he did for the Gentiles. He died for all
mankind ; and surely when we see the love of God to cach sinner
of the human race thus gratuitously manifested, it is natural, and
necessary that we should glorify the Lord for the word which he
has given us. This is what the Gentiles did when Paul «nd Bar-
nabas preached the word unto them, and this is what we should
do when the gospel is preached to us.

There is a striking contrast between the conduct of the Jewish
portion of the city and the Gentile portion. The Jews »¢jected
the word of the Lord, and the Gentiles reccived 72,  The hearts
of the Jews were filled with rage, and cnvy, and hate, whilst
the hearts of many of the Gentiles were softened, and filled with
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love and gratitude and gladness. How true it is that the gospel is
to some the savour of life unto life, and to others the savour of
death unto death !

Ob. I1. That many of those who feard the word were disposed
to have cternal life.

The original word, rendered ordained in the passage which we
ave considering oceurs in seven other passages. DMat, 28, 16.
Luke 7, S. Acts 15, 2. Acts, 22, 10. Acts 28, 23. Rom. 13, 1, 1
Cor. 16, 15. If the reader will carcfully examine cach of these
texts, he will, we are confident, find that in no instance is there any
reference to deerecs or purposes in a past eternity, but that there is
on the contrary reference to urranging, ordcring appointing or dis-
posing of current events. 7o constitute, to set in order, or to dispose
is the proper rendering of the Greck verb. We believe the obvious
meaning of the passage to be, ‘as many as were sct in order to
cternai life believed : or, as many as were disposed to ecternal life
believed.” There is no reference in the verse to the decrees of
God properly so called. There is no referenee whatsoever to un-
conditional fore-ordination, or predestination, but to the actual and
practical fact that many who then heard the word of the Lord
were disposed to receive it. Paul and Barnabas earnestly, affec-
tionately, and with power, preached the gospel, and their preach-
ing was not in vain ; it took effect, for many were led to believe the
glad tidings which were proclaimed in their hearing. By thus
yielding to its influences, and believing it, they were saved, they
were delivered from condemnation, they were justified, they were
put in possession of the great blessing of spiritual and eternal life.
Reader, this is a blessing which you nced ; and you may obtain it
without money and without price, however numerous and aggra-
vating your sins may have been.  “ God hath give to you eternal
life, and this life is in his Son.” ¢ The wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is cternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Ob. II1. That as many of these who heard the word of the Lord
as were disposed to have eternal Tife belicved.

THEY BELIEVED.—This is the divinely appointed human
condition of salvation. They did not, like the Jesus-rejecting
Jews judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life, and disbe-
lieve the gospel; no, they gladly received the word with all
readiness of mind, they yiclded to its evidence, its influence—they
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received the love of the truth that they might be saved. They
believed the word of God about the work of Christ. They came
to the knowledge of the truth that God loved them, and that the
Lord Jesus Christ had died on Calvary for all their sins. In this
way and by this means they were put 1n possession of cternal life.
Dear reader, you cannot he saved without faith in the work of the
Son of God. The belief of the truth is just as neeessary to your
enjoyment of spiritual and eternal life, as the objeet of saving faith.
Do you now believe? O remember without faith, faith in God as
your friend, faith in Christ as having loved you, and as having
given himself an offering and a sacrifice to God for all your sins,
you cannot obtain eternal life,

There is another idea which we wish you carcfully to consider:
God is now working powerfully upon your mind to induce you to
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ that you may be saved. This
very hour you may lay hold upon eternal life; it is within your
reach, and if you ave lost it will be because you chose death in
preferenee fo life, or the wages of sin rather than the gift of God.
If you helieve that this passage, or any other portion of the word
of God, casts the slightest obstacle in the way of your coming to
Christ for salvation just as you are, and just now, you are only
adding sin to sin, and wresting the scriptures to your own des-
truction. God is not willing that any should perish, and there-
fore he is anxious that you should be saved. If you receive eter-
nal life as a gift from God through Jesus Christ, you will of course
feel that you are a debtor to grace, to free grace. You will feel
that you were disposed fo have eternal life by the Holy Spirit, for
all who believe the Gospel are inclined, or induced to do so by the
Spirit of God. e strives, he influences, he pleads powerfully,
earnestly, eloquently. IIe holds up before yowr mind the law in
all its spirituality, sin in all its deformity, the Saviour in all his ex-
cellency, and attractiveness, and glory. ~ You will also see, as well
as feel, that but for the strivings of God’s Spirit with you, ycu
never would have been disposed to receive eternal life, but judged
yourself unworthy of such a boon, and perished in your sins.

But if, on the other hand, you exercise your free agency in
rojecting the saving truth, and in resisting the strivings of God’s
Holy Spirit, if you deny the Lord that bought you, and by your
unbelief crucify the Son of God afresh, if you judge yourself un-
worthy of everlasting life as multitudes of Jews did, and as multi-
tudes of Gentiles still do, then you will be punished with everlast-
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ing destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his power. O reader, believe and live*

THE UPLIFTED SAVIOUR.
(Continued from Page 11.)

There is another poini of similarity between the two objects pre-
sented in this passage. Bothwere “lifted up.” And here we would
draw your attention to two things.

1. The “ occasion” of the uplifting. The sin or rebellion of
the Jews was the occasion of the uplitting of the brazen serpent.
Alas, that it should ever have been neeessary to lift it up! ~ Far
better would it have been, had the voices of the Jews been raised
in adoring praise to the God who had so wonderfully delivered
them from all their foes, instead of erying in the mingled accents
of self-reproach, penitence, and despair, as they lay wounded and
writhing in agony: “God be merciful to us sinners.” In like
manner, the sin of the world was the oceasion of the uplifting up-

* The interpretation of the passage which we have just given is not
new. Many critics and expositors explain it in the same way. We
shall just give in this note a few examples. In his translation of the N.
T. Walefield gives the verse as follows, “Now, when the Gentiles heard
this, they were rejoicing and glorifying God, and as many as were so dis-
posed, believed unto eternal life.”

Dr. Honimond renders it “ As many as were fitly disposed and quali-
fied for the Gospel to take root in their hearts,” believed.

Bishop Mann. “As many as were duly prepared and disposed in their
hearts for the doctrines of cternal life, they with readiness received the
word (as in Ch. 17,11) and became Christians.”

Bloomfield, renders the expression ¢ thoroughly disposed for,” i. ¢. ¢ in
carnest, determined to embrace the offer of eternal life,—being so dis-
posed by the grace of God in their hearts.” And after having shown
that the passage gives no countenance to the doctrines of Calvinism he
says, “Thus so far from favouring the system of «bsolufe election the
words rather supports the opposite doctrine namely that God, while
“ binding nature fast in fate, left free the human will,”

Holden also renders it, ¢ disposed or prepared,” * for cternal life,” and
then adds, * Here is no reference to any absolute decree of predestina-
tion, but to the disposition of heart which was fitted for the attainment
of eternal life. Such as were so dispc sed and prepared believed through
divine grace and embraced the gospel in opposition to those who, by
rejecting the Gospel, ¢ judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life”
v.46; Comp. Ch.2, 47, Also Lindsay, Secllon, Whitby, Adam Clark,
and many others. .
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on the cross of the Son of man. If man, instead of rebelling
against God, by belicving Satan’s lie, had firmly held on his way
in the path of loyalty and truth, continuing still to wear the crown
of glory which the Creator had placed upon his brow as the lord
of God’s heritage here below; never would Gethsemane’s walls
have re-cchoed the sighs and groans of the “ Man of sorrows” in
the dark hour of His agony, when his sou) was exceeding sorrow-
ful even unto death; nor would that agonizing prayer have been
wafted to the throne of God: « Father! if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me, nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt :”"—
never would Calvary’s gloomy brow, draped in the sable robes of
night, while it was yet day, have resounded with the heart piere-
ing exclamation: “Eli! Eli! lama sabuchthani ?” that is to say,
My God ! My God! Why hast thou forsaken me? TIf man had
not ignominiously allowed Satan to snatch the royal diadem from
his brow, and obliterate in the mirc of iniquity, its spotless and un-
sullicd purity which reflected, and was a reflection of, the
glory of God, Paradisc would never have been lost, and therefore
it would never have required to be regained. But man sinned,
Thus it was that the sinless Jesus had to dic before a righteous
God could pardon the transgressor.

One word more, dear reader, ere we pass on. Do you think
that you arc comparatively a little sinner? As a friend, let me
say to you, however good you may appear in your own eyes, in
God’s sight you are a_ “ great sinner.” Why will you persist, in
a course of soulruining self-deception? O think no more that
sin is a light matter. We have been speaking of Calvary. Let
not vision linger around the mere words in which that scene has
been feebly deseribed.  Look through the words, and away to the
grent reality concerning whiech they have been penned. Look
to the cross—to the precious sacrifice offered wpon it ; and read
in the light of yonder lamp of love, lighted by the hand of a lov-
ing God, and burning amid the thick d-rkness which surrounds
the wondrous seenc,—* God loves you.” ¢ He desires with all
His heart to save you.” But stay! There is another lesson to
be read. Read it with due care, “The soul that clings to
sin, and will not turn from the ervor of his wdys,” “shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruetion from the presence of the Lord
and the glory of His power.”

2. The double purpose of the uplifting. Evidently one pur-
pose which God had in view in the case of the Jews, by causing
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the serpent to be lifted up, was, that all ¢che Jews who had been
bitten by the fiery flying serpents might see it, and live. Here
God is cshibited to us as “no respecter of persons.” Iis desire
was that every serpent-bitten Israclite, without exeeption, should
be healed.  And since the serpent was lifted up so that all might
see it, every Jew was without excuse if he did not look and live.
So the Son of man was lifted up “that he might draw all
men unto him”——that you and I, dear reader, might
see him, and be ‘drawn’ unto Him, Criminal thereforc are we
in the sight of Cod if we do not look unto Iim, and be saved.
He has beenand is, lifted up, so that we might see ITim, not with
the bodily eye, but with the cye of the mind. Every time we are
led to think of the gospel, whether by reading, or by preaching, or
otherwise, Christ crucified is before our eyus,—so thought Paul
when he said to the Galatians, after Christ had ascended to glory :
«Q foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you, that ye should not
obey the truth, ¢ before whose eyes’ Jesus Christ has been evident-
ly set forth erncified among you”. Gal. 3. 1. Jesus’ name is in-
seribed times without nnmber, page after page, line upon line, in
the sacred volume. He receives the most marked prominence.—
He is “lifted up” before us, as if his name were inseribed in let-
ters of burnished gold upon the very centre of the spiritual hea-
vens, and woe be to the soul who never fixes his eye intently upon
the uplifted Saviowr. In that day when God shall ask him why
he did not look unto him and be saved, he shall be inexcusable,
and therefore “ speechless.”

But there was another purpose evidently in the uplifting of the
serpent, via: that it might become “ possible” for every serpent
bitten Israelite to be healed. The uplifting of the serpent did not
necessitate the eure of one single Jew. It made the cure of every
Jew a ¢ possibility.” If he did not look, far better had it been
the serpent had not been uplifted, for he now refuses God's rem-
edy, and perishes a self-destroyed soul. God had a similar great
purpose in view by the uplifting of the Son of man. As we are
told in the following verse of John iil. it was ¢ that the world
through Him ‘might’ be saved.” As with the serpent, su with
the Son of man. His death does not necessitate the conversion or
salvation ot one soul, but—glorious truth—it makes the salvation
of all the world “possible.” It is impossible for a man to reeall
the exvors of the past, and live over again that part of his life that
has now gone. What sacrifices would many an erring spirit not
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make in order that this might become a possibility ?  ITow often
has the man, who since boyhood, has lived a life of sensuality,—
ruining soul and body for the sake of the miserable shadowy
happiness experienced in his indulgenees—wished in his heart
of hearts that he could lay his hand upon, and turn back, the ever-
revolving wheel of time to the period when he was a comparative-
ly innocent and light-hearted child ?  What would the murderer
give if he could undo the black erime already eommitted, and re-
store himself to that position in socicty which he once enjoyed,
but which is now lost for ever. And oh, dear recader: What
sacrifice would the lost soul not be prepared to make that it might
become possible onee more to return to this fair carth—dark with
sin, and erime, and woe, though it he, and hear the* glad tidings
of great joy "' again. Such an one would not trifle away his day
of grace. At once, without losing a moment, he would appro-
priate the gift of eternal life held out to, and pressed upon, all—
upon you. Can you give to yourself or to God a reason for de-
lay ? Tomorrow it may be forever impossible for you tobe * born
again”, and made an heir of glory.

In the case of the Jews, the cure or remedy was exactly coexten-
sive with those who required to be cured. None were excluded.
Henee we read : “Andit came to pass that if aserpent had bitten
any man, when he looked to the serpent of brass, he lived.”
In this passage there arve the same unexclusive terms employed.
“Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ecter-
nal life.”  Bvery sinner throughout this wide world to which Je-
sus came, is included in that world-wide term, ¢ whosoever.”
‘Would not the man who endeavours to exclude himself from the
number referred to by that term be guilty of * wresting ” the
seriptures to his own destrution ? We think he would. Let us con-
clude then that all arve included in its embrace; it follows that
every onc is to believe something. What is it ? It must he trath.
Jesus would never call upon any mau to believe a falschood. It
is not only truth that is to be believed, but truth about Himself,
“Whosoever believeth in Him.” Now suppose, dear reader,
that Jesus did not dic for you, if then you believe the truth about
Him, you must believe that He did ot die for you, since that
is the truth. Then if you believe the truth that Jesus did not
“die’ for you, will that saveyou ?  You will at oncereply, “ No ; for if
Jesus did not die for me, how can my sins be pardoned ? And you
would be right. Thus you perceive that if Jesus did “noé” die for you
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while you are believing “in Him” as the Son of God,
and believing the truth about Him, viz: that He did not dic for
vou, yet you ” have ““not” everlasting life; “and thus the truth
of God is reversed and turned into a He.  What then?  Let God
be true though cvery man who maintains such a theory should be
aliar. Itis because Jesus“by the grace of God tasted death
for every man,” (Heb. 2. 9.) that He says “ Whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” To conclude:
Upon what condition was the Jew cured ? It was by looking to
the brazen serpent. Upon what condition does the sinner hecome
possessed of cternal life? By “ believing” in the uplifted Saviour.
Then surely the condition is not alike in both cases? Yes, dear
reader, here too there is a beautiful similarity. 'Che ene case il-
lustrates and throws light upon, the other ; and thus we shall see
the true nature of faith. It wasnot thesoul, but thebodyoftheJew
that required to be cured. Hence he had to look to the serpent
with the bodily eye. It is not the body, but the soul of the sin-
ner that requires to be cured or “converted.” Hence he has to
look with the eye of his mind to the uplifted Saviour. Bodily
ayesight is one of the gateways of knowledge. When thedew
turned his dying eye in the direction of the uplifted serpent he
saw it. Henee he immediately Lnew that it was there, and th
it was put there by the command of Gud to cure him. Thus
through the gateway of his eyesight the knowledge of the presence
of the uplifted serpent was conveyed to his mind ; and through the
uplifted serpent the knowledge of the long suffering, forbearance,
and love of God. All this knowledge was the result of looking,
Thought is the eye of the mind, and, like the bodily eye, a great
gateway of knowledge. It is by thinking about this or that mat-
ter when presented to wus, and weighing the evidence for and
against, that we come to know or “ see ”” whether itis true. And
when you, fellow sinner, think about, and weigh the evidence for
the truth that Jesus died for you, you shall come to believe it,
and know that it is true. Know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free,

This then is the true nature of faith, thinking a thing to be
true on the ground of sufficient evidence ? We think the evidence
is overpowering. He testifics in the most unmistakable terms
that Jesus “ tasted death for every man.” And you can only
continue to think that this may not be true by calling God a
liar. As it is written,  He that believeth not the record which



52 THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

God hath given of his Son “hath made Him a liar” 1 John v. 10.

Is this the position of your soul, dear reader! Can you persist
in this and not tremble, lest you be called away into the presence
of that God? Do you pity the poor wounded Jew as his body
quivers with the pain caused by the bite of the serpent, and every
moment in prospeet of closing hiseyesforever on thescenes of carth
and time, to descend from the sufferings now endured, to the deeper
agonies of the lost, who “dwell with everlasting burnings?” Do
you pity him, and have you no pity upon your own soul? Do you
say: “ I am notin the position of that Jew.” I know youarc not,
for in some respeets you are in a worse position. [is cyes were
open to some extent, regarding the wrath of God against sin, for
he was experiencingit. But alas ! yours may be closed. You may be
shutting your ears against the warnings of the Almighty ? Do you
say: “I am not in prospect of immediate death as that Jew was,”
Have you then, T ask, made a league with death and & covenant
with hell which God cannot annul? You, and all that are in
your position, hear the word of the Lord: ¥ Your covenant with
death shall be annulled, and your agreement with hell shall
not stand ; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then
ye shall be trodden down by it.” “Now go (saith the Lord) write
1t before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for
the time to come for ever and ever ; that thisis a rehellious people,
lying children, children that will not hear the word of the Lord.”
Ob, dear reader, cease to be one of those thus spoken of by the pro-
phet. Believe God’s truth now. Believe, and your soul shall live.

IT IS I; BE NOT AFRAID.

Brother, on the troubled deep,
When the wild winds round you sweep,
And the waves in madness leap,

Listen, to the voice that said,~
“Itis I; be not afraid.”

When the storm has died away,
And the sun, with cheering ray,
Now allures your prosperous ay,
Trust, oh, trust in him who said—
“Itis I; be not afraid,”
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Brother, far away from home,
Restless as the wave's light foam,
When temptations round you come,
Pray for strength to Him who said—
“1t is I; be not afraid.”

Brother, when death draweth near
And your spirit shakes in fear,
From its portals damp and drear,
Trust your soul to im who said—
«1t is I; be not afraid. ”

THE KINGLIEST KINGS.

Ho! ye who in noble work
Win scorn, as flames draw air,
And in the way where lions lurk
God’s image bravely bear;
Though trouble-tried or torture-torn,
The kingliest kings are crowned with thorn.

Life’s glory, like the bow in heaven,
Still springeth from the cloud ;
And soul ne’er soared the starry seven
But pain’s fire-chariot rode,
They've battled best who've boldest borne,
The kingliest kings are crowned with thorn.

The martyr’s fire-crown on the brow,
Doth into glory burn;
And fears that from love’s torn heart flow
fo pearls of spirit turn,
Qur dearest hopes in pangs are born,
The kingiiest kings are crowned with thorn.

As beauty in Death’s cerement shrouds
And stars bejewel night ;
God-splendours live in dim heart-clouds
And suffering worketh might.
The murkiest hour is mother o’'morn,
The kingliest kings are crowned with thorn.

GERALD MASSEY.
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THE CHILDREN’S PORTION.

BAD BARGAINS.

A teacher in a Sabbath-School once remarked that he who buys the
truth makes a good bargain and inquired if any scholar recollected an
instance in scripture of a bad bargain. “I do”, replied a boy. “Esau
made a bad bargain when he sold his birthright for a mess of pottage.”
A second said, *“ Judas made a bad bargain when he sold his Lord for
thirty pieces of silver.” A third boy observed, Our Lord tells us that }
he makes a bad bargin who, to gain the whole world, loses his own :
soul! A bad bargain indeed!

THE CHILD IN HEAVEN.
The little child who loves to pray,
And read his Bible too,
Shall rise above the sky one day,
And sing as angels do;
Shall live in heaven, that world above,
Where all is joy, and peace and love.

Look up, dear children, see that star
Which shines so brightly there;

But you shall brighter shine, by far,
When in that world so fair;

A harp of gold you each shall have,

And sing the power of Christ to save.

THE DYING MOTHER TO HER CHILD,

‘I am going, my child, to our home above,
In that better land where all is love ; . i
Even now the carth is fading away,
And I see afar the perfect day.

¢ Grieve not, my child, for all must die—
In the cold, dark grave we all must lie;
But the spirit of faith bursts its carthly walls,
And fleets to that land where a Saviour calls.’
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¢ Stay with me, Mother, wilt thou not stay—
But for a year—a week—a day!

Ab, who will comfort thy lonely one

When thou to the realms of bliss art gone ?

‘Look, my child, to yon great high Throne,
Tar, far beyond the starry zone,

And, on bended knee to the Mqnarch there,
¢Tis He will hear thy orphan prayer.

¢ Weep not, my child, we shall meet ere long
In the glorious ranks of the heavenly throng:
No sorrow, nor pain, nor misery there,

For all in the Saviour's love do share.
VERITAS.

PRAYER A MEANS OF SETTLING CONTROVERSY.

We have a somewhat interesting illustration of this in the case of
good old Robert Blair,

We are told that in his public preaching at Court, he was free, plain
and pointed, Charles I. on more than one occasion felt the power
both of his preaching and his prayers. One day after prayer, the
King asked Mr. Blair, if it was warrantable or right in prayer to dete®
mine a controversy ? He replied that he thought he had determined
no controversy in that prayer. ¢Yes” said the King, “You have, for
you know it’s a controversy among orthodox divines, whether the Pope,
the Bishop of Rome, be the great Antichrist or not, and in your prayer you
have determined the controversy, praying against him,” [as ordinarily
he did] ¢ as the great Antichrist”, To {this Mr. Blair answered, “Sir, to
me it is no controversy, and I am sorry that it should be a controversy
to you. Sure it was no controversy to your father of happy memory, the
learnedest of princes, who wrote against the Pope as Antichrist.”

BOOK NOTICES.
Revivar Hyuss axp Toxes, John Lovell, 1863.

This little pamphlet, contains twenty hymns and tunes, the treble and
base of each tune being given. The tunes have been carefully attended to
by one who is ne novice in the singing art. Many of the hymns were
used in the meetings held by Mr. Hammond, in this city. This is un-

t Life of Robert Blair, Page 190,
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doubtedly a cheap five cents worth. Some of the tunes we thi.k, are
excellent, such as, “ Loving kindness,” “ Cross and Crown, "and “ Rock of
Ages." DParties ordering & hundred copies or so at the Witness office
will get them at a considerable reduction. The pamphlet is nicely got
up. The typography is good. We trust these hymns will tend to foster
the spirit of true revival in many hearts.

Tre CoxpLETE Works oF Ricuarp Sippes, Vots, II and IIL Prritay D1-
vINEs, Nichol, Edinburgh. Dawson Bros., Montreal. We are constrained to
say that the publisher of the Divines of the Puritan period is fulfilling
his obligations to his subscribers. These volumes of Sibbes’ wurks have
a fine appearance. The title of onc of the sermons in vol. II. struck
us as characteristic of the man, Breathing aftcr God, The third volume
contains an cxposition on the first chapter of second Corinthians.
The Editor of Sibbes’ works, Mr. Grosart of Kinross, bas appended some
notes to the discourses and commentary of Sibbes, in these volumes, of
great value, which betoken great industry and care.

INTELLIGENCE.

REv. Mr. Haysionp v MonTrEAL.—This noted evangelist spent a few
weeks in Montreal at the close of the past year. He preached three
Sabbaths, one in the American Presbyterian Church, and two in the
Great St James Street Wesleyan Church. He preached also every even-
ing in the American Church. During his stay indeed he was in labours
most abundant. His labours appear to have given an impetus to the
catse of religion in the city. It is said that numbers profess to be
converted, and that large additions have been made to the churches in
the city. Mr Ilammond was well supported by the ministers of Montreal,
Presbyterian ministers and Wesleyan. He appears to have great influ-
ence with children. The work appears to be still going on. We trust
that pure and undefiled religion may abound more and more. We ob-
serve that Mr. Ilammond has been ordained an evangelist in the city of
New York.

Rev. Mr. Caveney.—Mr. Caughey is labouring in Montreal, in connec-
tian with the Wesleyan Methodists. His preaching has been very much
to Christians with the view of raising them to a higher spiritual state.

Great responsibility rests on Christians at all times and especially in
a time of religious awakening. As God empioys human agency in car-
rying on his work, it is possible that great injury may be done to the cause
of religion by injudicious and improper dealing with inquirers. The
Gospel shonld be freely, fully, and lovingly proclaimed. Christ as the
atoning Saviour—Clrist as the great manifestation of Divine love to
sinners should be preached; and sinners should be called on to enter in
peace and purity by simple faith in Christ.

MoxTREAL ANNIVERSARIES.~These important meetings were held in
Great St. James’ Street Wesleyan Church on the last week of January.



