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Sir MacKkenzie

N Friday last th re was distributed a
copy of the Senate debates of March
the ftirst containing a verbatim report of
the speech of Sir Mackenzie Bowell in re-
ply to the remarks of Mr, Foster and Mr,
Haggart made to the House of Commons a
few weeks before., with reepect to the
ministerial crisis of 1896 SirMackenzie was
relactant to revive the memory of such an
unpleasant episode hut appeared to think
that in justice to himself it was necessary
that he should speak. He found it difi-
enlt to understand why after a lapse of 9
years Messrs. Foster and Haggart <noald
make the statements they had Sir Mac
kenzie gave the lie direct to both  Messrs
Foster and Haggart. He st ited that the
reason given to the Honse of Commons by
Mr. Foster for resigning was never dis
cussed in the Privy Council before he re
signed and, therefors, Mr. Foster's state-
ment that he was prevented from giving
his reason by virtue of his oath as & privy

councillor, was not troe. He drew attention
to the fact that in fthe carefully- prepared
written statewent ‘made to the House of
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Boewell’s Reply .

Commons at the time siving the reason for
the breach there was an express declara
tion that there was no divergence of opin
1on on questions of policy, yet during the
last Dominion elections Mr Foster stated
pablicly that he had resigned on grounds
of public policy.

Sir Mackenzie read a letter dated Oetober
28 last written to a Conservative eloctor in
Toronto in which he stated that the .ans-
wer given by Mr. Foster to questions pat
to him by the electors '‘were absolately
untroe’, as proved by the fact ‘‘that he
and his fellow conspirators were to come
back into the fold withoat any stipulation
a3 to change of policy.”” The oex-prewier
went on to kay in the letter that he humil-
iated himself by taking back the seven
ministers who resigned, a fact well known
to the public but’ made interesting when
put in writing by the ex-premier, The
eoncloding paragraph of this lebter reads
as follows ' —

"'I s content to let him alone to fight
his own battles but decline further to de-
mean myself by asking my friends to put
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conﬂ(llonce 0 bim which I do not entertain

myself.

The real resson as stated to the House of
Commons 1n 1896 by Mr. Foster was cor-
rectly given by Sir Mackenzie. as being
founded on the conviction that the pre-
mier had not the ability to lesd a govern-
ment. Sir Mackenzie described Hon. John
Haggart as ‘“‘an exemplary statesman, '’
Sir Mackenzie went over the whole of the
events of the celebrated crisis of Jan. 1896,
including the resiynations of Mesars. Oui-
met, Angers, and Caron in July’of the pre-
vioue year, but of all the sesignations Sir
Mackenzie »ppears to resent only those of
Messrs. Foster and Haggart. Tha ‘olher five
who resigned wereZHibbert Tupper, W, B,
Ives,A.R. Dickey, W. H. Montague and John
F. Wood. Si1 Mackenzie has of couarse
made public before that his resentment
included Montague.

Speaking of the return of Sir Charles
Tapper to Cauvada from London where he
was at the time High Commissioner, Sir
Meckenzie threw additional light on the
mysterious mission of “the man who in a
few months supplanted Sir Mackenzie Bo-
well. The ex premier said that he consult-
ed both Mr, Foster and Mr Haggart when
8Sir Charles cabled that he was coming to
Canada, and that both of these men ob-
jected to his retarn, Sir Muckenzie affects
to believe in the ostersib's reason given
by Sir Charles for his sudden decision to
come to Canada. The ex premier compar-
ed Mr. Haggart to the viper which the
wan in the fable took to his bosom end
warmed into life, only to have his kind-
ness returued by having the poisonous
fangs of the reptile plunged into his bo
som.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell and Mr, Huggart
are two of the most prominent Conserva-
tive leaders in Parliament from Ontario,
and this feud between them is one reason
why the younger slement of the party are
strongly opposed to continuing any of the

old leaders. That is also one reason why
they have been able to agree to follow the
lead of Mr. R.L. Borden, a new man, who
only entered politics after the incident of
the ““Nest of Traitors” was closed and
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after Sir Charles Tupper’s government had
been defeated at the polle,

In twe or three impo-tant respects Sir
Mackenzie Bowell,* entirely confirns state-
ments of (facts made in these col-
umas in commenting on the statements
made by Mr. Haggart who said that it was
with the consent of Sir Mackenzie, and
txe rest of them. that Sir Charles Tupper
was asked to form a government. Sir
Mackenzie said *‘I neither sent for nor did
I give consent to oir Charles forming »
government at that time nor any other
time.”” He acknowledged being a party
to Sir Cbarles Tupper taking the leader-
ship of the Couservative party in the House
of Commons, but that was after the ar-
rangement had been agreed to that those
who bad resigned should be taken back
into the Cabinet and after Sir Charles
Tupper bad consented to jeater his cabi-
net under his leadership as premier. Sir
Meckenzie characterized certain statewents
of Mr. Haggart as untine. More tham that
be referred to Mr. Haggart's statements in
the House of Commons as a tirade of mis-
represeutations of the events of that day.
It is, perhaps, as wel that Sir William
Maulock should have drawn®rom Mr. Hag-
gart his version of the events, as they en-
ter into the political history of Canada and
because we have now on the bizhest an-
thority, namely, of the man who was the
prime minister at the time a version which
every oue will accept as true. He regret-
ted that he ever consented to recommend
to His Excellency the return to the cabinet
of Mr. Haggnrt and those with whom he
WAs asrociated in the plot He declared,
further, that subsequent events had con-
vinced him that it was ‘‘a fatal political
error, never 10 be repeated '’

He cited the authority of the Hon. John
Costigan, & member of the government st
that time. A momth or two hefore Mr,
Foster and his friends had extolled Sir
Mackenzie Bowell as able mentally and
physically for the position of premier.
When in the office of Mr. Foster Mr. Cos-
tigan was approached immediately after
entering by Mr. Foster with the sugges-
tion that they should gel rid of Bir Mac-
kenzie Bowell as prewier. He very broad-
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ly insinnated that Mr. Foster was plot-
ting for the premiership bhimeelf, Al
threugh the speech the ex-premier refer-
red to the seven ministers who resigned as
‘‘traitors,’' thus confirming the expression
‘“Nest of traitors’, which he ueed at the
time.

Sir Mackenize related an incident, again
on the authority of Mr, Costigan, which
took place in Mr. Foster's house on New
Year's day when Mr, Costigan called to
pay bis respects xnd was approached by
Mr. Foster to join the conspiracy, Mr.
Foster said that Sir Charles Tupper was in
a position tosecure in the new cabinet, Sir
Alex.Lacoste, Chief Justice of Quebee,and
Sir Adolphe Chaplean, who was then the
only influentiai Conservative leader in the
Province of Quebec. On the reconstruc
tion of the cabinet with Bowell thrown out
and Sir Charles Tupper as Premier t.o
Foster programme_ was to go to the conn
try. Mr. Foster as acting leader of the
House of Commous had solemnly pledged
the established government and parliament
to the holding of another session for the
iotroduction of a Kemediak Bill. When
asked how he would get ont of this pledge
his answer was that a new Prewier would
be at liberty to declare that a remedial bill
«hould be introduced inmmediately after the
election on the reassembling of the new
Parliament. Tuis evidence places Mr,
Foster in a very bad position.  The follow-
ing exiract from Sir Meckenzie's speech
is interesting as & record of sowe dramatic
moments: —

Upon that same New Year's Day I ealled
at Mr. Foster's house to pay the acenstom-
ed New Year's greeting, and on cowparing
notes with Mr. Costigan am led o the con
clusion that we were in the house at the
eame time, I in the drawing room paying
niy respects to (he ladies and Costigan in
the library closeted with the conspirator
receiviog information and beivg ralicited
to jsin in the coup for my overthrow, yet
these gentlemen declared no 'nest of trai-
tors’ existed, an that they ‘remained luyal’
un'il they eay, 1 broke faithlwith them,
The tirst intimation I had of the plot was
& message received from the Hon. John F.
Wood, them Controller of Customs and a

member of the cabinet, who told me that
‘someibing was transpiring which would
require my rerions consideration’ or words
10 that effect and that I must be prepared
for it, but declined any further informa-
ticn, voluatarily declaring that no matter
what occurred he would prove my friend
and rewaiu true to me. The manoer in
which bhe proved his allegiance was by
Jjoining the otber six and resigning with
them. He repeatedly afterwards sent a
friend of his, who by the by is & Liberal,
asking an interview with me to enable him
to expluin, personally (o myself, why he
had taken the cour:e be did. My reply was
‘no, I will not meet him. No explanation
he can make can justify his treachery.’ I
never met him for that purpose and con-
sequently no explanation was ever made.
It way and no doubt will be said, it is all
very well to make those statements aboug
a former colleague who is dead, and can-
oot reply. I wounld not have referred to
this branch of the subject were it not that,
fortunately, the gentleman who brought
the message direct to we » and conveyed
my replies, is still living, and should it be
Lecesssary can be produced to confirm ev-
ery word I bave attered upon thissubject,
It was not long after this that 1 learned
from a deputation which waited npon me
consisting of the Hon. John Haggart and
the Hou. Dr. Montagne, with a request
that Ishculd re-ivn and make way forgSir
Charles Tupper. I need searcely say this
Was a gurprise. I listened to them and
they dejarted as wise as when thy entered
the reow as to my intentions or the ¢curse
I might, in the future. take. Receiviag no
information from we as to what I intended
to do, the caballieg continned, the rend-
ezvous being the office of the Hon. (ieo.
E Fuster, then Finance Minister.

When the conspiracy was at its height,
one of wy colleagues, Mr. John Costigan,
accidentally dropped into the office ef the
Minister of Justice, and the conversation
at once torued wpon the difficulties, and
dissentions in the party, wkich had occur-
“ed, when Mr. Dickey, then Minister of
Justice, expressed the belief that if Sir
Cbarles Tupper aud Sir Mackenzie could
meet and have a conference be believed
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an understanding could be arrived at in a
very short time which would settle il
the difficalties. Up to that time I had
not met Sir Charls. Mr. Costigan then
#aid, ‘if you think so, why does not Sir
Charles call upon him? tc which Mr.
Dickey answered: ‘Sir Charles is fearful
that Sir Makenzie will not receive him,
not having called upon him since his re-
tarn to the country. Mr. Costigan replied
that from what he knew of me, he did
not believe a word of it, that Sir Charles
was an officer of the governmeut of which
Sir Mackenize was the head, that it was
bis daty to call apon the premier, and
that ke was sure Sir Charles would be
courteonsly received, and he (Costigan)
would ‘wait upon me if he wished, and
ascertain if there was any reason why Sir
Mackenzie should not meet him. Mr.
Dickey expressed his thanks, Mr Costi-
gan asked him to wait fifteen minutes,
and he would retarn and let him know
the result of the interview. He did call
and found me in comsultation with Sir
Adolphe Caron, and Hon, Mr. Ouimet, and
informed ms of his conversation with Mr.
Dickey. I at once replied that I knew of
no reason why I should refuse to see Sir
Charles; he knew where to find we and if
he desired me to discuss any question, I
should be gladgto meet him. Mr, Costigan
. then returned to the Minister of Justice's
office and fuund he had gone to Mr. Fos-
ter's office, where he followed and found
him closeted with other ministers, into
which room Le was invited, but declined
to go. Upon informing Mr. Dickey of the
resalt of hir mission, he (Mr. Dickey) ex-
pressed regret he did not know it & few
minutes before, as they had Jjust all signed
and forwarded their resignations to His
Excellency the (Governor General, at which
Mr. Costigan expressed murprise, telling
him he thonght he was in a great hurry,
28 ne bad promised him to wait fifteen
minutes for his returu. Mr. Dickey re-
peated his explanation and when askel
why they were in such a burry, if they
thought an interview between Sir Charles
and Sir Mackenzie wonld result in a com-
promise of some kind being arrived at.
‘Oh!" replied Mr. Dickey, ‘Sir Mackenzie
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is about to, or has, sent in his resignation
and we want {o forestall him ' Why, was
not explained. ‘You are in error,’ excluim-
ed Mr. Costigan, ‘I have just lefy Sir Mac-
kenize, and he has not sent in his resigna-
tion, nor does he intend to do so.’

This. declares Mr, Costigan, created as
great consternation as if & bomb shell had
barst in their midst. Not more so thas
when they were informed next day that
their resignations had been received and,
on the recommendation of the premier, ac-
cepted by His Excellency

Then the caballing eontinned to prevent
the possibility of the filling of the va-
cancies created in the cabinet by the ac- -
coptance of their resignations as charged
Ly Bir William Mulock. I ehall not de-
tain the Sevate by a detailed statement of
the means resorted to to prevent gentle-
men, who I have every reason to know,
would have readily accepted seats in tne
cabinet, had 1t not been for representa-
tions made by ihese patriotic gentlemen,
who hed, they say, the welfare of the
Conservative party at heart and not their
own advancement,.

So far was this esiponage” carried that
when a prominent gentleman from Toron-
to visited Ottawa, at my request, be had
ecarcely set foot in the city before he was
beset by he bolters, i od their emissaries
and among other thiogs was told that the
Colonial Secretary, The Right Hon. Jageph
Chamberlain had expressed through the
Governor (ieneral, a wish for a change in
the Canadian premiership, and that Sir
Charles Tupper should be placed 1t the
head of the government in Canada for the
purpose of enabling  him (Chamberlain)
to assist in carrying out his colonial pol-
icy. I ueed scarcely say that neither my-
self nor friends believed the story. To
set this poiat 8% rest, Mr. Weldon, repre-
sentative in the Commons for Albert, N.
B., when in Halifax, without my know-
ledge, cabled Mr. Chamberlain informing
him of the use to which his name had been
put, askirg for a reply. Copies of question
and answer are now nnder my hana, which
I shall place upon tecord, They are as fol-
lows:
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Halifax, N.S., Janueiy 21st, 1896,
Hon. Joseph Chamberlyin, Londoo,- Ru-
mour is freely circalated among members
of Liberal Conservative party in Canada
at present unhappily divided, that you are
urging Governor Gewvsral to favor one of
the rival aspirants for premiership, which
ramour is doing much harm. Kindly
cable contradictin.
RICHARD €. WELDON,
Member of Parliameut.
Next day Mr. Weldon received the fol
lowing reply:
London, January 22nd, 1896,
Weldon, M. P., Halifax, Nova Scotia, —
Statemert absord, and absolutely without
foundation.

CHAMBERLAIN.

It is needlers to say the ANSWer was just
what was expected, and equally needless
to pursue this branch of the subject fur
ther, though numerous other instances
could be given equally absard and equally
untrue, all of which prove the existence
of & conspiracy which they now deny. 1
may ald that I have a letter frow Sir
Adolpbe Caron, seut unasked, on his
heariug of the use that had been made of
his name, denying positively that he ever
agreed to enter the ~abivet that Mr. Foster
says was to be organized under the pre-
miership ef Sir Charles Tuapper.

There is but one other point to which I
desire to call attention, and fhat is the
statement made by Nir. George Taylor
during the debate which has led to this
explanation. He said:

It was at the request of Sir Mackenzie
Bowell that I had an interview with Sir
Charles Tupper and brought these two
gentlemen together. They made the ar-
rangement that Sir Cbarles Topper would

149

conduct the session and then he would be-
come the premier minister. That was the
agreement that was made, and those gent-
lemen bad nothing to do with the arrange-
ments further until after the arringement
was fully concluded between iiir Macken-
z1e Bowell and Sir Charles Tupper.

T wm utterly at a loss to know or ander-
stand how Mr. Tayler could have given
utterance to such a ctatement, upless it
be that he talked it over so cften with
others that he believed it himself. That
is an idiosyncracy prevailing, we know,
with some people. There is but one grain
of truth in the statement. I met Mr.Tay-
lor but a few times daring the crisis, and
was on each occasion reticent as to what
I sard during our conversations for the
reason also that I knew not who were ew-
gaged in the conspiracy, and for the rea-
fon that during the strike fiiends had
whispered in my ear tha* he Wwas an emis-
sary and working in the interest of Foster
and Haggart, thongh I confess I pnt little
confidence in the tales at that time. I
have aiready stated that I did not even
suggest (o His Excellency the name ot
anyone to be sent for to form a government
when tendering my resignation, hence it is
pot probable that I asked My, Taylor as he
#egerts, to send for Sir Charles Tupper to
andertake that responsibility, His state-
ment that an arrangement was made by
8ir Charles Tupper and myeelf that he
should act as leader in the Commons dar-
ing the then pending seseion is correct, but
the farther statement that after the session
I agreed to retire and Sir Charles take my
place is not coriect. No such arrangement
was made between us. I had decided as
to the coirse I should take but aid not in-
form him.
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R. SIFTON resigned from the cabin
on a large issne, Lut he is vot cu
alling to embarass the government or jts

leader. This is where he difr from
some other people. Some | ther peaple
would bave seized the oecasion to  make

themseives popular heroes, but
is not in that clase After a fed
deal of seven or ight years he has wr
even from his politic | opponents
fession that he jg 4 statesiman

MR. 'H0S. MACKIE offered to pay ‘he
Remedial Bij) rather than hay

iy

he cor

fuss over it
no one |

Bill.

THII‘

but up to the present wmoment
i offered 1o pay the Autonomy

uference between the Dominion
| the Provinces snggested by Siy
Wiltrid Laarier in (he House on Monday
is of far ;reater Importances thay the y
ferences lLetween ha
Unitea Kingdom, by for some
other the daily presy
fact.

¢on.
rolonies  wnd the
reason or

Wil not reognize the
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AE Ottawa Collegiate Institute shonld

Le and probably is, a high cluss public
school, but at least two of the “teachers,
one a woman and the other a man, are
most indircreet in their "deportment and
Many of the pupils or students
are sensitive young girls between tne ages
of fourteen and sixteen or seventeen, and

mauners

ey are not accustomed to being address
ed in a disrespectful way. Yet at least
two of the teachers of this school fre-
auently vent their bad temper and display
their want « goud manners in dealing
vith these y girls. They must be
made nederstand that such conduct will
r ¢ tole atrd by the parents of the pu
pils, and it is up to the Principal of the
titate t that he ‘insists on his
fulfilting first qualifications of a
terche control ot temper and good
many e irely among the qualifica-
titons required by the Departwent of Edu-
« n I'he average pupil is afraid to

manifest
If the Principal

plain lest the teacher should

his or her vindictiveness

18 not able to coutrol the conduct of the
staff thew we presame the Board would
take the watter vp It is not the business

of this paper_to act as complainant and we
that the Principal should call the
sether aud intimate to thew that
ldress the pupils in a respect-
aud not in such a way as to
especia ly the girls afraid
¢« will not pay the salaries
v who brow-beat or insalt

ful manne
make the pupils
ol them 4

of nen or we

their children

Four pictures o* Mr. Chamberlain,




Ireland Ornce More F igures

rnE RT. HON. GEORGE WYNDHAM

.has resigned his office in the Balfour
Administration. He was Chief Secretary
for Ireland. The reason is perbaps attri-
butable to two canses, the row over Sir
Antony MacDoanell, and the “defection of
the Irish Unionist members,

The one subject of interest and excite-
ment in Parliament bas been the beh \viour
of the Goveroment to Sir Antony MacDon-
vell. A personal question is always cer-
tain to focus public attention, and in this
cuse the personal question involves large
public 1ssues of the highest importance, It
was on Feb. 16 that Mr. Wyndham said
thut the cabinet had declared Sir Antony
MacDonnell's action in formulating the
pruposals of the Irish Reform Association
to be indefensihle. Next day Lord Dan-
raven raised the question in the House of
Lords by a motion calling attention to Sir
Kdward Carson’s attacks on Sir Antony
MacDonnell, and an important speech was
made by Lord Lausdowne. Monday had
been set down for Mr. Redmond’'s Home
Rule amendment, but of course the Mac-
Donnell incident became the centre of dis-

“cassion. Tha debate lasted two days, Mr.
Wyndham speaking on Monday Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman and Mr, Baifour on
Tuesday. The (overnment majority fell
to 50. On Wednesday Mr, Redmond mov-
ed the adjournment of the House, and,
after a debate in which My Wyndham, Mr,
Morley, and Mr. Balfour all spoke, the
Government defeated the motion for ad-
journment by only 42 vores,

Perbaps the best way of recording the
facts that have emerged from this debate
A5 & consequence of the pressure on the
reluctant Government is to follow the or-

der of the eveuts and not that of the de-
bates. In 1902 Lord Lansdowne who had
been very wmuch impressed by Sir Antony
MacDoonell's abilities in India, introdaced
bim to Mr. Wyndhawm, with the result that
be was appointed to the Under»ﬂe«-retury-
ship when it became vacant, It was a
great sacrifice on the part of Sir Antony
MacDonnell, who might have had a seat in
the Council of the Secretary for India and
the Governorship of Bombay. Sir Antony
made that sacrifice for reasons that are
clearly set ont in the letters that were
read by Mr. Wyndbham to the House of
Commons on Wednesday. His appointment
was to inaugurate a new era of conciliat-
ory Unionism, and in that work heZwas not
to be an ordinary subordinate bat a trasted
adviser. As Lord Lansdowne put it, Sir
Antony was not to be bound by the ordin-
ary_rules of the Civil Carvice; it Was un-
derstood on both sides that he was to have
greater freedom of action, greater oppor-
tunities of initintive than he would have
expected if he bad been a candidate pro-
moted in the ordinary course,’’ As Mr.
Wyndham put it, “'Sir Antony MacDonnell
was invited by me rather as a colleague
than as a mere secretary to register my
will."" This statement was quite borne
out by the letters Mr. Wyndham read on
Wednesday.

In those letters Sir Antony explained
frankly that he was an Irishman, a Ro-
man Catholic, a Liberal] in polities, with
strong Irish sympathies. If he went to
Ireland the opportunity of mere secretarial
criticism would fall far short of the re-
quirements of his position. He enumerat-
ed the principal aims of his policy, men-
tioning among others the scttlement of the
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land question on the basis of volantary
purchase the co-ordioation, control,and di-
rection of boards and other administrat ve
agencies and the settlement of the educa-
tion question in the general spirit of Mr.
Balfour's views. Mr. WyndYam's reply
was enthnwiastic. ‘It is understood be-
tween us that I make and you accept this
appointment on the ‘lines and under the
conditions laid down in your letter,”' The
PrimeMiuister bad given his concurrence,
and he (Mr. Wyadbam) would ask Lord
George Hamilton to see that the Press
understood and insisted on Sir Antony's
administrative achievements in  Inlia,
That wonld pepare the public for the fur-
ther move, Mr. Balfour understood the
arrangement, but how far the terms of
Sir Antony’s appointment were generally
known in the Cabinet does not appear, as
Mr. Chamberlain, in answer to a qaestion,
denied all knowledge of them

Fora time everything went well, and
the new Under Secretary was of course in
va'nable in the preparation of the Irish
Land Act.' The trouble came last autumn,
During the discussion of the Land Confer-
ence somebody proposed to start an Irigh
Reform  Association, Lord  Dunraven
thor ght it better to wait till the business
of land purchase was .ver. Last August
the project was revived. An association
was formed, and its réport was published
on August 1. The movement arose quite
independently of Sir Antony MacDonnell,
but Lord Dunraven had frequent conversa-
tions with Sir Antony and also with Mr.
Wyndham, In reply toa request from
him SirAntny furmulated a scheme which
was ed by thela iation, amend-
ed, adopted, and published on September
26. Then came Mr. Wyndham's repudia-
tion and Sir Antony told ; Lord Dunraven
and his friends that of course he could no
longer assist them. When the firet sch
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was published Mr. Wyndham was abroad,
and be did not taks it serionsly. When
the second was pr'!ished he did not know
that Sir Antony had taken part in its pre-
paration. The Cabinet passed a resolution,
at some time not quite clear, saying that
his action was indef snsible, but acquitting
him of disloyalty, .ord Dudley, the Vice-
roy, was cognisant of Sir Antony's action,
but he was not included in the ~ensure be-
caree, as Mr. Wyndham admitted when
cross-examined by Mr Churchill, although
he knew that the Viceroy was cognisant,
he did not communicate that fact to the
Cabinet. My, Wyndbam attributes to his
colossal iznorance of India his failore to
understand that Sir Antony meant by co-
ordination an elective board

The position remains as carious as ever.
Mr. Balfour and My, Wyndhaw were vigor-
ously heckled by Irish members, who want-
ed to know whether the Government would
publish the letters that passed between Mr.
Wyndham and Sir Antouy at the time the
appointment was made. Mr Balfour was
disinelined to do 80,but as both Lord Lans-
downe and Mr. Wyndham had quoted from
them, BiéT)bjaction—wus—-lwl‘e.‘able.“Mrf
Redmond moved the adjournment of the
House on two grounds—first, the refusal of
the Government to publish these lettors se-
condly, their fai'ure to give a clear answer
to the question whether the terms of Sir
Antony’s appointment had been modified.
The result of the debate was the produc-
tion of the leiters, but the present rela.
tions of the late Chief Secretary and Sir
Antony are involved in considerable mys-
tery. There are rumeurs that Lord Dud-
ley, who has certainly been treated with
slight respect by Ministers in their refer-
ence to him, will resign. But the Govern-
ment apparently considers that there is no
reason why the ‘present anowalous situa-
tion d indefinitel

hould mot be prol g y.




The Autonomy

'rHE resignation from the Domin‘on

cabinet of Mr. Sifton and the situation
created by the introduction of the Auton-
omy Bill, contiuues to be the most ubsort.-
ing political topic at Ottawa. It is under-
stood that Sir Wilfria Laurier feels that
the education clause, section 16, goes for.
ther than was intended, and tuis clause
will be moditied. 1t is likely that with

the assistance of two active mindswho were
absent when the Bill was introduced other
These will be an-

changes will be made,

Bill at Ottatva,
nouncsd on the second ;&m

ple in Ontaric ure being misted by the
daily press into believiog that the Bill
forces separate schools on the new Pro-
vinces. The existence of separate schools
is not in issve at all, They are [there now
and have been for 80 years, Thelegal right
to establish separate schools has resulted
up to the presen. in eleven, nine of which
are in  halt-breed districts, and two are
Presbyterian separate schools, Why should
this throw Ontario into spasms

The great interrogative bugaboo whichlis frigh

tening the little boys at Ottawa
—Saturday Night, od o




Another Russian Reverse.

HE news from the seat of war shows not the fighting qualities of the man wh:
clearly that the Jups have again achi- feels that he is defending his home and
aved a signal victory over the Russians. It country. A great battle was fought all
is being made clear that the conscript has  through the first week of March, with the

;

Map of the seat of war,




vho
and

all
the

Tesult_that {he Russians
from their position southe;

and were pursued northward by theJapan-

ese forces. The Japs had
reathed nearly (o Mukden
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were dislodged

of that position was daily expected.
ast of Mukden

The accompanying map aod plan will
give an idea of the scene of this Titanic
on  Wednesday stroggle

and the capture
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The Duty on Lumber.

THE following 1s a copy of a letter sent
by the Single Tax Association to Sir
Wilfrid Luarier:
The Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
Prewier of Canada,
Ottawa.
Sir—

We understand that a deputation repre-
senting the lumber interests of Canada
have waited npon your government urging
that the duty upon lumber coming into
Canada from the United States be increas-
ed. We strongly protest against such a
course Leing adopted, and beg to call the
attention of yonr government to the fol-
lowing facts ard considerations:

1. The lumbering interests do mot repre-
sent the people of Canada; for thisis &
matter where the lumbermen can be bene-
fitted only at the expense of thewhole com-
munity.

2. Lumber being an absolute necessity of
life in this country, anything which in-
creases its eost must increase the cost of
living here; this is especially true of the
Northwest where owing to the lumber com-
bine and the natural scarcity of tunber,
the excessive cost of building material is
& serious drawback to the prosperity of
the settlers.

8. The benefits of tuch an
will not be shared by the manufac-
tarers of lamber or the dealers, bat
only by the owners of timber limits,

.iucreace

4. It is & notorious fact that so far from
the owners of timber limits requiring pro-
tection, in many caces they have made im
mense fortunes out of the rise in value of
their limits owing to the growing scarcity
of pine. In spite of the large amount paid
to the Ontario government for limits and
in spite of the amount paid in stumpage
dues on the timbe: cut from such limite
the fortunate buyers of these special privi
leges have grown rich uoder the present
tariff. Not only is this true, bat there are
muny cases on record where after the lim
it bas been cut overjfor years, it has _been
resold at ar advance on the original price

5. It is a fundamental principle of Lib
eralism, that government interference with
the right of the citizen to obtain bis sup
plies wherever he finds it most to his ad
vantage, is inexpedient and unjust.

In view of these facts, it should be suf
ficiently obvious that an increase in the
duty wounld retard the settlement of the
Northwest, increase the expense of build
ing generally in the country, "and woull
benefit no one but the owners of the tim-
ber limits.

Yours respectfully,
THE SINGLE TAX ASSOCIATION,
Allan C. Thompson, President

Arthar B. Farmer, Secretary.
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Who is Father Gapon?

A GREAT deal of interest has been

aroused throughout the world in KFa-
ther Gapon, the priest-peasant leager of
the strikers ' in Russia, Very little is
known of this popular leader, who hag Jjust
been unfrocked by the Church for his work
as a political agirator, Mme. Katherine
Bereshkovska, who has had a wonderful
career as a reformer and agitator contri-
butes to tne magazine number of the Out-
look a study of Father Gapon, whom she
regards as a tpye pecaliarly Russian, He
1s not a Social Democrat, she 8ays: he is
not a Revulutionnry Socialist; he is not g
Liberal. He is to the Peasants what Tol
stoi is to the nobles , Both have faith and
both are true optimists, Both regard the
sucrifice of life for a noble ideal as the
highest end of human existence,

Father Gapon, like Count Tolstni, has
4n indestructible faith in the moral force
of man—in the absolute power of his soul.
God and man, man and God- they stand
on heights almost equal in the eyes of the
Rossiza peasant, and this is why nothing
1s impossible to the Russian fdealist. So
it is, more or Jess,, with all of our ideal-
ists; bat this pantheistic psychology is
most strongly expressed in our two heroes
ol today. Howeyer, these two natures, si-
uilar as they are, seem to act differently
under the same circumstances. Both are
aevoted to the interescs of the people. Both
are against government by Czar: bat
while Count Tolsto preaches inaction and
supreme spll-:bnegni-)n, Father Gapon
calls men to action, an the name of God
certuinly, but always to actuin,even:thmngh
force of arms,

But there is a point—where they touch
real life—at which the two great men sepa-
rate

Une remains in the skies, surrounded by

beautifal ideas and righteons thoughts; the
other descends to eartn, places himself at
the side of his unhappy confreres, and
puts in action all his force, aj] his “senti-
ment, all hiy energy, to end the sufferings,
to end the cries, the tears, the maledic.
tions. He is no longer patient, nor does
he wish to be “patient, for he sees clearly
that it wouid be a erime on his part to
witness the Agony ot the people without
mnking an effort to withdraw them from
the precipice over which their blind pat-
ience had precipitateq them. He cries,
"To arms! Take what is yoor own!'
while Tolstoi advises, ‘'Suffer and ignore
the wicked, soleiy.”” Hers it is that they
differ.

It is absolutely impossible for foreiguers
to bring tefore themselve; the actual con-
dition of the peasant in Russia—to under-
stand bis misery, his long ‘saffering, his
patience, and his great, quiet strength

The Russian Peasants say that justice (or
God) demands that sall  human beings
should be happy; that they shall have
means of enjoying life withoat doing evil
to others and without being oppressed by
them. This is the Jjustice so greatly longed
for. Rut, beyond this, Russian peasants
are bold enough to believe that they know
not only what constitutes truth, but also
the means of putting it in practice bere on
earth. They fay, for instance that a good
God has createq mar, that he gave man
with life the right to enjoy all that js cre-
ated by him for the benefit of manking. So
the land, with all jte riches, forests “and
streams--all thig belongs to all of us, be-
CAuse it is the work of (3od It follows that
all that is produced by the hands of man
belongs to him whose hands have wrought
out the individua) prodact, This is the eco-
nomic aspect of trath to the Rossian pea-




sants: as to the moral side, 1t cOnsists in
never doing evil to one's neighbor and in
aiding him in his toil Daily toil does
not frighten the Kussian laborer: Le loves
the land and values his work, which mnkes
his life pleasanter und intelligent
He loves to contewplatesthe bouwties of na
ture, to seek out the solutions of serious
questione, to enjoy a tranquil conscience
This is the real Russian peasant :but up to
the present time he is misunderstood by all
the werld, tor he has not as yet had the

more

EVENTS,

opportunity to make himself’ seen -and
beard.

How wmany Father Gapons, this writer
asks, have perished in Russia wi.hout be-
ing known to anyone except their com-
rades, their fellow villagers, whose rights
they have defended qt, the @ost of their
liberty, and often of their lives? There
will be other Father (Gapons, and | still
others, to restore t¢ tha common veople
their heritage—their land.
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HE Sixth Annual Meeting of the Caua
dian Forestry Association was held at
the City of Quebec on the 9th and 10th
inst. The Programme arranged . was ag
follows

Thursday morning—General Business,
und the address of ithe President, My, Au-
brey White, Assigtant Commissioner of
Crown Lands for Ontario, ""Forest Fires
in British Columbig," Professor R. w.
Brock, Queen’s l'niv«rn:ty, Kingston, and
Jas. Leamy, Crown Timber Agent, New
Westminster Thorsday afternoon, *‘For.
st Insects,”” Rev, T, W. Fyles, Levis.
""The Forests of New Brunswick,” T, G.
Loggie, Crown Lands Department, Fred
ericton. N.B., *‘The Fire Warden Service
of Nova Scotia,’ Hon. J. W Longley,
Commissioner of Crown Lands Friday
morning, ‘‘Forest Resources of Quebec
1. C. Langelier, Department of Lands,
Mines and Fisheries, Quebee, *‘Northern
Quebec and Labrador, Commander A, p
Low, of the Geaological Survey Ottawa,
#ud address on ** I'he Lomber Tudastry jp
Quebee by Hon, W O Edward, President
of the Province of Quebec Limit Ho ders

A castle on Lake Gereva

Canadian F: orestry Association.

Association, Friday afternoon, a trip to
Mun!umrvnwy Falls, Friday evening, il
lustrated address by Dr. Judson F. Clark,
F tester to the Ontario Burean of .’nrentry,
on “The Foreit ags a l’\"utiunul Resource, "
an? by W, H, F Addison, of the Yale
School of Forestry, on "'A Forest School
On Thursiday evening a dinper was tend-
ered the visiting delegates by the friends
of the Forestry Association in the City of
Quebec, at which addresses were given by
Prominent men,

Several of the leading Foresters of the
United Scates were present including Col,
Fox, Chairman of the New York Forest,
Fish and Game Commission, A Kuoethcel,
Forester to the Commission, Dr. A.
Schenck, Manager of the Vanderbilt For.
6st at Biltmore, Professor Filbert Roth,
University of Michigan

The Forests of Canadu are of great area
and of increasing importance and the work
of studying the forest administration
whicn is being carried on by the Canudian
Forestry Association iy deserving of publie
support
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The Central Figure of the War.

HE Quarterly Review, In a suggestive

survey of the war in the far East, points
out_how, before the battle of Liao-Yang
the Japanese had _taken everything into
consideration except one decisive factor ,
the rapidity with which the Siberian rail-
way had been made an efficient channel
of supply for the Russian army. The wri-
ter says that Prince Khilkoff, Russian min-
ister of ways and communications is, in a
measare, the central ngure of the war.

It has been almost solely doe to his
American training and abandant personal
energy that Russia has been hitherto spar-
ed one «f those overwhelming disasters
that occur but once or twice in a century
of war. When the campaign opened the
condition of the railway was deplorable
from a strategic standpoint. It was brok-
en at Lake Baikal into two sections, East-
ward of the lake rolling stock was defici-
ent, while shops and repairing machinery
were inadequate, and sidings wanting for
the heavy traflic of the line. It was also
certaio that with the thaw Lake  Baikal
would be closed to traffic for three weeks.
Prince Khilkoff jonrzeyed to Irkutsk, and
at once displayea his remarkable powers as
deus ex machina. He hurried forward the
completion of the line around the south-
ern end of the lake, aud directly the sur-
face was hard set, laid down rails across
the 1ce and transported to the east vank
large numbers of locomotives, trocks and
wagons. A sledge servic. was improvis-
ed from local resources, and throughcut

the spring a continuous flow of troops,
stores and supplies was maintained. Not
content with this, he collected thousands
of men and women aulong the whole length
of the reilway, and set to work to improve
the facilities for troop transport by doubl-
ing the line in certain sections, by the con-
stroction of sidings, the improvement of
stations, and the coliection Jof supplies of
fuel and water. This great national effort
proved the salvation of the Russian army
of Manchuria. Io six months, Prince Khil-
koff had practically donbled the output of
the line; while upon the sections west of
Irkutsk it was found possible to raise the
pumber of trains to a maximum of eight-
een. .

The writer peints the moral for the rest
of the world, refeiring to England's im-
perial defense in particular:

In ten months no less than 250,000, men
have been transported from western Russia
to Mancharia over a ringle line of railway,
and scross a distance of from 5,000 to 6, -
000 miles. This railway has, moreover,
proved capable hitherto of maintaining the
military efficiency of a total Russian force
of 400,000 men east of Lake Baikal, as well
as providing for the wants of the civil po-
pulation throngbout the districts jtraversed
by the line, and of carrying constraction
waterials for the extension aud improve-
ment of the line itself.

The Quarterly Review writer believes
that it behooves England to watch ber In-
dian frontier,




