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THE WORSHIP AND PATRONAGE OF SAIN
ANNE. :

(Continued.)

SAINT ANNE HAS MERITED TO BECC3IE THE MOTIER OF
MARY IMMACULATE, -

If weo read, in the Rcman Breviary, the office forthy
26th of July, the day on which the Church celebrate
feast of Saint Anna, we shall meet with the followity

prayer : .
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“ O Gud, Who hast deigped to bestow Thy grace cn
the blested Aunne, sv that she might merit to give
Lirth to the mother of Thine only Son, grant us in Thy
goodness, to be assisted before Thy thione, by the
patrouage of Ior whueo sulemuity we celebrate. ™

We may therefore tay it, sinco the Church uses the
very word, Suint Anne has merited (1) her ma‘ernity,
as much as a creature could reader itself worthy of su
Sieut a privilege, by a fuithful correspendoicotograce,
and chio obtained it. But what has che done to draw
such a blesring upon hewself ? Ly what scale of
virtues and pcr%ectiom, Las rlic 1aieed herself before
rendering such an honer possible ? In order o
conceive a faint idea of a like attuinment, le us
remember what Mary was fiom the vay first instant
of her c1eation, and we may be alle tuhave aglimpse
of what her mother shiould he. Mu:t vut the stem be
worthy of the flower, and the vessel, of the perfume
confided to its keeping ?

On leaving the hands of God, under tho action of
the creative breath, Mary's soul was united to a body
most chasto, for ever virginal and immacnlate as she
was herself. So that this slender Virgin's body might
not come intv contact with any stain, so that nothing
contiary to order might, by its nearncse, produce tL.
least trouble therein, was it not befitting that her
parents thould have obtained, if nut by privilege, yet
by concurring with grace, a spotless purity ? That
Siint Anue, the sacred receptacle of this Ark of the
Covenunt, should have acquired by humble watch.
fuluess and by the peisevering efforts of her whole
life, an absolute contiol over all the movements of her
being ? Oh ! how the Immacalate Cuncepiion of
Mary raises up her parcnts, and glorifies Saint Annel

(1) The auther uses the wourd in the sense pfescrlbcd by
Catholictheolugy. The Saints evidently do not merit by themselves,
as Our Lord Jesus Christ. - : .
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Several Fathers of the Church have written
admirable things concerning the glorious Mother of
the Virgin, and pions soula have no tuouble in
bclieving them  According to their wiitings and to
vespectablo traditions, she must have succeeded, in
union with her holy parteer, in re ainin% the
primitive state of inuocence of Adam and Eve before
their fall, in extinguishing irvevocably all the revolts
and Justful desires which were jts punishment; she
must have led for many yoars with Joachim a lifo
more angelic than human, proportionally dovoted to
the labors of a pastoral life, the assistance of the
poor, and the meditation of divine truths. During
many a long year, she must have begged by her
prayers and toars the faltilment of the prophecies and
of the promises made to her nation, bearing with
admirable patience the shamp that her sterility had
brought upon her house, for such was the prejudice of
Iavuel, and she must, likewise, never have ceased
entroating for the redemption of mankind. At last,
Gol 10k pity on her tears, and after so long a
preparation, granted to her a miraculous fecuundity.
The Archangel Gabriel came to announce unto her the
Inmacalate Conception of Mary.

Oh'! whe may tell us now of the angelic joys of
Saiut Anne, of the heart-telt thanksgiving of Saint
Joachim, of tho threefold concert of praise and blessing -
which, fom the m'dat of that family, thenceforth -
consvled, will ascend to the Most High! Hail, worthy .
Daughter of such parents, reward of their holy desires .
ITl, miraculous Paughter of old age fertilized by
the iufluence of the Ho'y Ghost ! Hail, o Mary,
Immaculnte! .

O Saint Anne! O ull gracious! to-day at last thy
credit with the heavenly Father has been revealel
unto us : what mayest thou not obtain for us, sineo-
thou hast obtained Mary from Iis infinite bounty?

Thus, dear reader, when heaven differs the fulfilment
of our wishes, it is often for the purpose of rendering
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us worthy of groator benefits. Is not Saint Anne a
striking prouf of this assertion ? 1lad rho been heard
sooner, shio might Iperlmpa oot hiuve become the mother
of the Virgin holy among all other-, because tho
propor degreo of porfection might havo been wanting
in her. For, indoed, how great was the peifection
and dignity of Mary, at the very moment when rhe
was ceated | Mary know herself, and none of the
heave ily spirits surpassed her in the knowledgo of
God a:d His works ; all the Doctors of the Church
agree on this point.  Sho therefore clearly heheld tho
soul of her mothe., and held with it the most frequent
ani intimato relations; inasmuch as her captivity
allowed of it, she performed towards her mother the
duties of the most perfect filial piety. Was it not
eminontly befitting that she B]lOlllIt)l perceive in hor
uothing that mighl sadden her, alter the fullness of her
respect,or diminish her venoration 7 On the other hand,
would not Saiut Annehavedied of confusion and regret,
if she had had the least roproch to address Lerself,
if she had seen herself condemned to bear uuworthily
the Queen of Lenven and earth, 1o rocognise in herself
oven unwillingly a cause of sorrow for her Immacu-
late Daughter. ‘
So that, not only may we conjecture, but we must
hold for ceriain, that Anne, as soun as she bLecame a
mother, had overpassed the limits attained by all
other Saints of her sex : Procul et de ultimis finibus
pretium ejus, “ Tar, and from the uttermost coasts is
the price of her.” ) <
She had bid an eternal fatewell to the slightest
imperfections, inevituble t, souls less humble than
she, less vigilant, less gencrots ; no cluud could hence-
forth trouble the serenity of her beaatifal soul, nor
tarnish the puiity of her heart ; she had received the
gift of confirmation in grace aud of the reign of justice.

(1) Proverbs, XXXI,
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By hev faith and hope, sho had loft far bohind hor
tho just of tho Oid Testament, sho had believed and
hoped all her life, without evor allowing her heart to
doubt God’s faithfulness. As to the love of God, it is
+hown outwardly, by the intercst one takes in holy
things, by procious gifts destined to increaso the porap
of sacred cercmonies, and especially, according to St
John, by the works of mercy and the many practices
of brotherly charity. None surpagsed Saint Anne in
love. TUrged, in her tonder heart, by the interior Jaw
of that. love at onco double and single of God and
neighbor} she preceded tho time, she divined tho
distinctive charactor of the law of grace : the worship
of the house of Grod, the worahip of the poor. With
Saint Joachim, as we have already said in the narrative
of hor life, she divided her rovonue into threo gharos:
one dostined to the temple, another to the unfortunate,
and the third to the wants of her houschold.

Saint Anne has thus merited her maternity by the
practico of fuith, of hope and of charity : she had
reached the perfect matnrity of these essential virtues.
She could therefore perform towards Mary the same
offices that Mary was herself to perform later on
towards the chiid Jesus. Mary could, indeed, have a
holy pride of her mother and thank Giod for having
given her a mother so puro and so perfoct. Mary
could not ba ashamed of her in presence of the angole,
and during nine months sho could rest withir her ag
on a bed of lilies and roses ; her prison-house was like
a temple fragrant with the odor of all the virtues, and
no dwelling-place, save the Heart ot Jesus, was over
more worthy of her ! :

(Zrom the Freach of Father Mermillod, S.J.)
* (T be continued.)

~—000——

—
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SIGILT RESTORED TO A CHILD.

Tho tullowing letter, Iately rocoivel by tho Futhors
of St. Anue de Buaupré, was read out from the pulpit
to sovoral bands of pilgrims, and greatly sorved to
stimulato their confidence in our holy Patroness.

N. D. do Portnouf, July 7, 1888,
Reverend Fathoer,

I bhasten tuv acquaint you with the rosult of our
pilgrimage to tho shrine of Good Saint Aunc.

Several of our sick and infirm paiishivuors have
vb.ained, through the intercessivn of the great Saint,
mucl rolief from their sufforings.

Among tho numerous favors granted tv us, thero is
one that deserves a npecial montion .

A child nine years old, deprived for the last seven
years of the use of ono of his eyes, with which he
could not even distinguish the light of a lamp, has,
heen completely cured.  IHis diseased eyo, tho right
one, is now as healthy as the left vae, which uever .
whs affected.

The miracle began to take piace when they applied
to the child's eye water from the fouatain, and was
perfected by the contact of the relic. An opacity
which covered the pupil of the sore eye completely
disappearod. o

One of owr Doctors who had attended the sick child
when the affection began, about seven years ago,
without obtaining any satisfactory result, declared,
after having examined the child, that his eye had
become once more perfectly healthy.
| All honor to Saint Anne ! Ploease holp us to thank
her,

N. Cingyazs, P, P.

B ¢ —



80
SAINT ANNE,

O Annc ! thou hast lived through those long dreary years,
When childlessness hung o’er thy home like a blight ;

But angels, dear mother, were counting thy tears,

And thy patience, like Job's, had been dear in God’s sight.

Thou wert meck when they scorned thee, thy rest was in prayer ;
Thy sorrow was sharp, yet its sharpness was sweet ;

When those that were round thee gave way to despair,

Thy faith was more certain, thy trust more complete.

Oh ! the vision of thee, in thy lonc mountain home,

With thy calin broken heart, so heart-breaking to see,

In those dark after-ycars to thy Daughter might come,
And the great Queen of sorrows learn something from thee.

But joy comes at length to all hearts that believed,
And the sighs of the saints must at last end in song ;
The best gifts of God fall to those who have grieved,
And His love is the stronger for waiting so long.

Oh blest be the day when old earth bore its fruit,
The fairest of daughters it ever had scen,

In the village that lies at the white mountain-{oot,
And the angels sang songs to the young Nazarenc !

Mid the carols of shepherds, the bleating of sheep,

The joy of that birth, blessed Anne, came to thee,

‘When the fruits were grown golden, the grapes blushing deep,
In the ficlds and the orchards of green Galilee,

Since creation, was ever such gladness as thine,

To whom God’s chosen Mother as daughter was given ?
O her beautifui eyes, dearest Anne, how they shine,
And the sound of her voice is like music from Heaven 4

‘Why was it thy heart did not break with excess

Of a joy that was harder than sorrow to bear ? .
Perchance had thine earlier sorrows been less,

‘Thou couldst not have lived with a visien so fair,

Like a presence of God, in thy home’s hallowed bound,
Like a pageant of Heaven, all day was she seen ;
And didst thou not see how the angels thronged round,
All amazed at she sight of their infantine Queen ?
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She was crowned even then, like a creature apart,

The child God had called to be Mother and Maid ;
Didst thou wat~h how the fountains of blood in her heart,
Like the fountains in Sion, incessantly played ?

O Anne ! from that blood the Creator will take

The Flesh that shall save the lost tribes of our race ;
And Iis Wonderful love the Eternal will slake

At thy child’s sinless heart, at those fountains of grace,

O Annc ! joyous Saint ! what a life didst thou live,
What an unbroken brightness of innocent bliss |
Ev'ry touch of thy child a fiesh rapture could give,
Yet didst thou not kneel ere thou daredst to Liss ?

And we too, glad mother ! are gay with thy mirth,
For he who loves Mary in mirth ever lives ;

There is brightness and goodness all over the carth,
For the souls Mary welcomes and Jesus forgives.

Yes | gladness makes holy the poor heart of man ;
1t lightens life’s sorrows, it softens its smarts ;

Oh! be with thy children, then, dearest Saint Anne,
For Mary thy child is the joy of our hearts.

Rev. F, W, FaAnER,

000

THE ACADIANS AT ST. ANNE DE BEAUPRE.

This year again, we have witnessed the faith of the
Acadians, and their confizence in good Saint Anne.
.They come fiom their dis'ant patishes, fiom Mem:
ramcovk, Purt Mulgrave and Miscouche, from Prince
Edwaid's Island, from Arichat and other parts, somo
fium two hundred loagues, others from two hundred
and fifty, and, for the first time, a little groap coming
from & distance of three hundred leagues, to visit the
sanctuary of St. Anne and bLelold the effects of her
powerful intercession. These are the Acadians from
Arichat, Cap Breton, headed "y their worthy pastor,
an old acquaintance of St. Anne, )
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Wo havo seen these humble aud fervéut pilgrims,

seven hundred and more, led by their zealous director,
Reverond Father Cormier, organizer of this long and
arduous pilgrimage, accompanied by the Father Supe-
rior of the college of Memramecook with his complete
rtaff of profestors and lay-brothers, and also by a
certain number of parizh priests from the Maritime
Provinces. We have seen them piously wending their
way towards the basilica, the women preceded by the
banner of Saint Anne, the men, by that of Saint
Joseph. They were ma. ching in order, notwithstand-
ing the futigue of the juurney, and the two days and
nights they had spent in the curs, devoutly saying their
rosary and ringing the litanies. After a short meeting
in the basiticn, they went to seek for a lodging
wherever they could tind one. In the evening, their
wag a sermon, with benediction of the Blessed Sacra.
ment, and confessivns were heard until a late hour.
- The following morning, grand mass was celebrated
at 6 o’clock ; and, at 9.30, it was time to leave. It
was very premature for the devotion of the pilg:.ms,
and yet, they had not lost their time. They had
prayed to Saint Anne with fervor, and she had not
turned a deafear to their supplications, for their faith
was rewarded by remarkable favors.

Gratifications of the natural order had been refused
them, The fatigue of the journey, tedious delays,
scarcity of lodgings owing to the unexpected arrival
of another pilgrimage, the inclemency of the weather,
everything united to give their pilgrimage a character
of penance, But, like true Christians, they patiently
bore all these annoyances, and God and Saint Anne
rewarded them for it.

Several astonishing cures were the fruit of their
resignation. We have uscertained the following, sand
we feel happy in bringing them to the notice of our
readers. ‘

Mrs. P. Doucet, of Baie Ste Marie, N. 8., Lal suffered
for six months from a paintul affection of the knge.
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Beforoe leaving for St. Anne's she began a novena, and
already felt some relief. At St. Anne’s, she felt suffi-
ciently woll to dispense with her hitherto indispensable
crutches, and notwithstanding a slight weakness in
the kaee, she was able to go to the sacristy and move
about with the other pilgrims.

Mary Margaret Daigle, affected with consumption,
had received the last sacraments. St. Anne had cured
her after her first pilgrimage, and sho has come to-day
to thank her.

Mrs. Marcelline Cormier was brought, from her
dwelling-place to Lavis, in the car which sorved as a
hospital for the sick pilgrims. She has been six years
ill, and suffered from general debility, which has
constantly confined her to her bod. At the moment
of holy communion, she felt her strength veturning,
and she came to the sacristy to inform usof her having
been cured. The physician who accompanied her all
the way, was obliging encugh to give us the following
certificate : .

“ I hereby certify that Mrs Cormier was in a state
of extreme prostration, and that I had her under my
care during the journey of the pilgrimage. T can
now verify that she is quite well.”

F. X, Coxeav, M. D,

But the most wonderful case, perhaps, is that of
Mrs. Lebrun, of Minudie, Joggin's Mines, N. S. For the
_last two years, a dreadful disease had kept her in bed
without strength or motion. An extreme weakneuss
of the dorsal spine prevented her from raising herself
without assistance to a sitting posture. To come to
St. Anne’s, she had to be carried into the cars. At the

moment of receiving holy Communion in the basilica, _"

she folt the pain in her loins disappear, her strength
came back to her, and she went to the sacristy to give
her testimony. Langhing with joy, and weeping with
emotion and gratitude, she related the circumstances
of her cuve, aal then returned to the church where
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the favor obtained by hor was announced to the faithful
prosent, and & Te Deum sung in thankegiving for so
groat a proof of St. Anne's influence with God.

At ten o'clock the two boats bearing the pilgrims
loft the wharf, and the faithful Acadians set out for
their distant homes, fatigued but consoled.

000~————=
ST ANNE D'AURAY.

Away across the Atlantic ocean, in the department
of Morbihan, Lower Brittany, there oxists a little
town called Auray seated on the river Auray, ten
miles to the West of the somnewhat more considerable
town of Vannes, and described by geographers as
having ‘ an excellent port with fisheries and cotton-
spinning.” A fact is generally given in connection
with it that heve, in A. D. 1364, the famous Bretun
“warriov Da Guesclin was made a prisoner by the
English. All this i8 of no interest to Canadian or
Catholic readers, but for themn the town of Auray
possesses a far higher title to their consideration and
remembrance, for does it not give its name to a cele-
brated shrine which has close counection with our
own beleved and frequented shrine of Ste Anne do
Beaupré ? and this is why wo therefore purpose giving
" some account of it to the readers of the Annals.

About four miles then from the river-port of Amay,
there existed for many centuries a village called
Ker-Anna, Village of St. Anne. St. Moriadec, Bixhop
of Vannes, had erected a sanctuary, probally in the
seventh century, and he had there placed a painted
wooden statue of St. Anne to further the devotion of the
faithful towards that great saint. Some years later
hérdes of robbers overran that part of the country and
destroyed the little sanctuary of St.-Anne, which had
already, it is supposed, become a pluce of pilgrimage
and pious resort for those who claimed, and frequently.
obtained the miraculous intervention of the Motlhier of
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Our Lady infavor of her suffering and affiicted clients.
Tho wooden statue, however, escaped the ravages of
the robbers, for the pious natives had taken care to
bury it in the ground. The site of this first 'chapel
went by the name of Bocenno, and it is related that
whoever sought to plough this land invariably broke
his plough-share, 8o that all attempts to cultivate the
spot had to be abandoned.

In the commencement of the seventesnth century,
thero dwelt in the parizh of Pluneret, in the imme-
diate vicinity of I{er-Auna, a laborer named Yves
Nicolazic, whoso ancestors had cultivated the above-
mentioned piece of ground Bocenno and, whilst so
doing, had taken from it numerous pieces of cut sione,
ovidently portions of the old chapel. In 1614, Yves’
father built a barn, and among the stones he employed:
for this purpose, there wero several which must,.at
sume period, have formed part of a church or chapel-
window. Some reparation then was due to St. Anne
by this family, and Yves Nicolazic was the fortunate

instrument chosen to make this reparation. In a =

series of visions St. Anne mado her degires known to |
this poor labover. Sometimes Yves would hear a
great noise and perceive a beautiful and wonderful
light surrounding an apparition of St. Anne. Some-

times he would perceive tho Saint herself preceding =~

him bearing a lighted torch in her hand, whilst at
other times the hand and torch alono would be visible
to him. Whenever the grandmother-of our Saviour
appeared to him, it was under the from of a venerable
lady of dazzling beauty,clothed in snow-white garments.
She made known to him that on the piece of land
Bocenno, there had formerly stood a chapel dedicated

to her, but that this chapel had been razed to the

ground nine hundred and eighty-four years previously,
(i. e. in the year 699). She desired that this chapel
should be rebuilt, saying that it was God’s will that her
name should be honoured in that place. Nicolazic
being apprehensive that he would bo looked ou as a




86

visionary, kept this apparition to himself for some
waolcs, buv at length, after St. Anne appearing again
to him, ho went o his parish-priost and related the
whole matter. No steps howover were talien, and
St. Anne appeareld to the peasant again and again,
sometimes roprouching him, sometimes oncouraging
him. On ouec ocension she said to him : ¢ As for the
money necessary for building tho chureh, it is quite
superfluous dwelling on tho insufficiency of your
resourcos: the treasures of Paradise ave at my disposal,
and will furnish what i3 nocestarvy.”

On Mareh 6th, Guillemotte le Roux, Nicolazic’s wife,
on rising in the mo:ning, fonnd a considerable sam of
money on the table on the very spot oa which had
rested the mysterious hand beaving a lighted toreh,
which the previvas c¢vening hal been seen by her
husband. This money consisted of Fronch erown-pieces,
some of which were dated A. D. 1613, whilst others
were of an unlsown date, bearing marks and letters
which no one could expluin.  Eventunally these coins
wore much sought afler us objects of devotion, owing
to their miruculous origin, und one piece of it is still
kept in the treasury of the present church.

The holy mother coutinued to bestow favors on our
peasant, who would sometimes bohold a wonderful
multitude of stary, and rometimes a number of lighted
torches, foiling to the eaith. Angelic music would
also be heard by him, specindiy when, obeying some
irresistible 1mpulse, he wandered to the spot which
had been indicated to him as the site of the fature
church.  On Maich st 1625, a few ‘days before
the miracnlous discovery of the original statue of
8t. Anne, Yves remaivei for some hours on the
hallowed spot, experiencing the sweetest con<olations,
Nicolazic applied a second and a third lime to the

- parish-priest concer ning the propriety of carrying out
St. Anne’s comiaands, but he was repulsed #o vehe
-mently that he retired from the priest’s presence quito
disheartened. However, as he was returning home,
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God ro ordained that he should meet & certuin illus-
trious gentleman who, remai king his sad countenance,
inquired into the cause of it. The whole matter having
been explained, the goud gentleman consoled the poor
labourer as best he could, advised him to 1clate all
the circumstances of the lights and favours he had
received to some man of tried virtud or, still better, to
rome religions well-versed in the discernment of
spirits. 1le also advised him to have recourse 1o
prayer and fasting, so as to render himself still more
worthy of receiving heavenly graces and communica-
tions, and better able to recognise the Divine Will
without any danger of being led astray by delusions.
Above all he recommended his taking measares to
have his visions attested by roliable witnesses. Paithful
to there instructions, this zealous servant of St. Aune
fully succeeded in his heavenly mission, in spite of the
many contradictions be met with.

The day chosen by the glorious Mother for the
accomplishment of her promise had arrived, or rather
was already declining. ~ It was between ten or eleven
o'clock in the evening. Yves had retired to bed for
the night, when he, as before, perceived the miraculous
light inviting him’ to follow it. As soon as he had
seen the heavenly light, Nicolazic rose, and seeking
five men of well known probity, whom he had pre-.
viously acquainted with his designs, asked them~to
accompany him, in these words: ** Dear friends, let
us direct our steps where God and the holy Mother
St. Anne lead us.” Whilst following the light which
preceded them asa guide, they remarked in the middle
of it a sort of torch of vxtraordinary size and marvel-
lous brilliancy which, having reached the spot where
the chapel now stands, rose and fell three times, like
a signal, and then disappeared. Struck with astonish-
ment and desirous of penetrating the mystery, Yves
and his companions at once commenced digging at

the very spot where the torch had disappeared, and - °

had hardly dug to the depth of one or two feet, when = -~
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they discovered a statuc of tho glorious Mother St.
Anue, but go defaced by the ravages of time, that hardly
# vestige of colour remained and only sufficient form
to enable them to rocognise it.

A remarkable circumstance occurrved on this ocea-
sion. Two of the witnesses that Nicolazic had brought
with him, hud not proved worthy of beholding the
miracalous light we have spoken of. Their hefrts
being touched by repentance, they spontanenusly, and
publicly acknowledged the fault which had drawn
down this privation on them : they had neglecter to
fulfil their Baster daties,

Tho parish-priest ntill persisted in his incredulity,
and absolutely refaced to furthor the building of the
chapel. . ‘

We wiil hero reluto the chastisement which the
purish-priest drew down on himself by his resistance
to that Divine Will which had been so clearly made
known to him,. Being alone in hig own house, about
three woeks after the finding of the statue, he was
sucdeniy sct upon and severely beaten, and on the
neighbours, attractel, by his cries, rushing to his
assistancs, no humaa being could ba perceived. For
8 weelc he was completely disablod, and it was only
atter practising many devotions in honour of the
mercifal St. Anne that, at the end of a fortnight, he
could resume the exercise of his sacerdotal functions,
He mude a vew that be woull celebrate the first Mass
to be said in the micaculous sanctuary as =oon as it
should be finishol In aldition 1o this, he askel
Yvey' pardon for doubting the trath of his revelations
and, a8 a special mark of kind-feeling, otfored to Le
godfather to the little child whose avrrival the pious
peasant was expecting. Although, for fitteen years,
Yves' wife had never been blessed with progeny;
Heaven bostowed this blessing on her immediately
after the discovery of the statue. g

(to be continued) )
G. M. WaRD (Mgs PENNEE).
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THE OLD SEXTON OF ST. ANNE,

The groatest bonefactor of the church of St. Anno
do Beaupré died in Juno last. His'name was Casimir
Morcior, and ho had filled his humble and pious oftice
from 1843 until the arrival of the Redemptorist
Itathers, in 1878, that is to say, during thirty-five
yoRrs.

He was a typo of the dncien Canadiun ; dignifiod,
polite, rescrved, and yot, simple in his dross and
manners.

He was an upright eitizen and a sincere Christian.

He was a model of beadles and sextons. In spite of
his long service,he never became tvo familiar with holy
things.  With him there was no ncglect, no luke-
warmness, no disrespectful routine. Ilis motio was
deference full of veneration towards his pastor and the
numerous pilgrim-priests ; scrupulous cleanlinees in
his person, and in the church and sacristy contided to
his care ; invarviable patience towards the numberless
pilgrims to whose requirements and often devout
caprices he was alone to answer. Irith{ul to the
commandment of Holy Scripture, he never laid aside
that reverential fear which the real presencc of God
in the Holy Bucharist commands. He had a tender
devotion, first towards the Blessed Sacrament, and,then
towards Suint Anne. He never allowed tho sanctuary
lamp to go out, no more than the ardor of his piety to
relax. He always bent his knee down o the ground,
when passing before the sacred tabernacle. The lamp
which burned before the shrine of St. Auue, owing to

his attentive care, never was oxtinguished for want of

oil to feed it and of a devoted hand to enliven its
flames. So that, when he distributed to the eago:
and confiding pilgrims a few drops of the precious
liquid, he could warrant in comscience that it had
burned before the image of the Saint.

He was the greatest benefactor of the shrine of St.
Anne. Out of his savings he gave two hundred dollars,
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which donation entitles him to be inscribed on the
list of principal benefactors. llo gave omo of the
rtained glass windows which adorn the sanctuary, and
which cost five hundred dollars apieco. Ilo gave, for
a nominal life rent, the sum of eight hundred dollars,
1ie helped to found the pilgrims’ hospital, ho contri-
bated liberally to the education of orphans. And
hew many other gilts unknown to men, forgotton by
the donor himself in his generous detachment, but
written in golden lettors by the angels in the diptychs
of lieaven |

Saint Anne, no doubt, was waiting to present to
Jeaus and Mary the good and trusty servant who had
labored all his hifo in the service of the Holy IFamily,
of' the Grandson, the Daughtor and the Mother, and
who had come to receive the well-earned salary of his
faith and good works,

000
PILGRIMS AND SHRINES IN CANADA. (1)

STE ANNE DE BEAUPRE.

The vast and wondertul church whose center is
tixed ia the Eternal City upon the Sevea ills, but
whose ciccumterence ombraces the utmost onds of the
cartl, has no more faithful, forvent, and docile daugh-
ter thun the Canadian Province of Quebec. From the
cartiest days ot I'reuch oceupation the cioss had goue
ride by side with the sword (or even preceded it) in
the :unquest of the country, and Church and State
had been so inextricably intermingled that it is little
wonder, reeing how comparatively slight are the

(1) The following article, from the pen of a Protestant contribu-
tor to the Cosmopolitan review of New-York, is written in a spirit _
of remarkable fairness and respect for Catholic belief.  May Saint
Anne reward the author for having spuken of her so truthfully and -
reverently, by bringing him to the Fold. - !
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changes tho conturies havoe wrought, if the Aaditant of
our day, like tho colonist of Champlain’s, gcarce
recognizes in thom two distinet fountains of authority.

It may be said with truth that it was hardly so
much France as Rome that porpetuated hersolf in this
portion of tho New World. * Nerved by disastor,
springing with renewed vitality from ashes and cor-
ruption, and ranging tho earth to roconquer abroad
what she had lost at homs,” to quote Parkman’s
stately phrase, the Church found in Now France
unfottered scope fur her most ambitious schemes.
In hor namo and under her holy auspices was tho
work of conguest carried on. All who opposed her
were regarded as being inspired by tho great advor-
sary of maokind himself, and treated accordingly.
The black-robed J-suit formed 2 nevesr-absent figuroe
in cam}) and fort, and priestly vestments went hand
in hand with pluraed helmets to the dens and fast-
nosses of aboriginal bairbarism.

That a province whose people have :iﬁmys beon
loyal adherents ef a.church with whom the intercessory
powoer of the saints is & most precious and important
tenet, should rejoice in shrines where those saints may
have fit homage Jdone them by pious pilgrime, seoms
altogethor necessary. Accordingly, we are not sur-
prised to find such shrines imparting an atmosphere
of pecaliar.sanctity to more than ono favored locality.
Seeing that the patron saint of New Trance was
properly St. Joseph, it is not easy tq understand why -
the honor of a shrine should never lave been con-
forred upon him, but aimost exclusively reserved for
Saint Anne, whom good Catholics roverence as the
Mother of the Iioly Virgin. Neither liavo I beon ablo
to discover asy explanation of this somewhat curious
fact, nofreven the erudite Abbé Casgrain throwing any
light A on the matter in his interesting brochure, to
which I am indebted for much assistance in the histo-
rical portion of this article. Whatever the reason be
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Sainte Anue has beon abundantly honored ; as, witnoss
tho namos : Sto Auno do Restigonche, do Portnouf,
des Monts, du Sagucnay, do la Pocatidro, de la Pérade,
do Yamachiche, de Saint-ITyacinthe, des Plaines,
r.ameos that, through theiv delicious blending of the
mollifluous Indian and sharp, clear IFronch tongues,
obtain a vomantic beauty that malkes our ordinary
Iinglish appellations seem insuflerably prosaic.

At many of these places thero we shrines or sanc.
tuacies to which pilgrims recort i1 soarch of divineg
agsistance ; and besidos them, there are four others
that have long Loen recognized a< onjoving an erpociul
sharo ot‘saint?y fuvor. These are the shrines of Ste-
Anne du Bout-de-I'Isle, du Détroit, do la Raauce, and
do Varennes. The first named owed ils origin, »o
doubt, to the hardy voyageurs who evory year adves-
tared far toward tho West in quest of fur, and who
were wont, befuie attompting the ascent of the dan.
rerous rapids near Montreal, to kncel upoa the river

ank and commit themselves to the protection of
thoir patron saint. Then, on their safe return, they
would naturally kaeel at the same spot, and render
thawks to her whuse gracious hand, theyv helieved, had
brought thom safe through the countless dangers of
flood and forest.

Bat, howevo: deeply theseshrines may he venerated,
and however succo-sful may be the prayers properly
gresentod at them, thoy pale their ineffectual fives

efore that of Ste Anne de Beaupré, that oldest and
most renowned of them all, known par excellence as
la Grande Suinte Anne, becauso of the surpassing
number and brillianco of the miracles that have beon
wrought thereat, or as la bonne Sainte Anne, in token
of the high placo it holds in the affections of the
people. Ty
(To be continued.) R

J. MAcvoNALD OXLEY.

Q00
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ARCH-CONFRATERNITY OF ST. ANNE DE
BEAUPRE.

The arch-confeaternity of St. Anne, tho Buicf{or the
cerection of which was roceuntly promulgatel, conti-
nues to enroll ever-increasing numbers of membors
gince it has opened its register. A great number of
parishes 1n Canada and the Unitel States haston 1o
obtain their afliliatiun to it, so as to enjoy the precious
advantages granted to the Arch confraternity by the
Ilead of the Church. Pilgrims have their names
ingeribed and givo their offering at St. Anne’s. They
also find there the * Little Manual of tho Arch-confra-
ternity,” already mentioned in our columns, pablished
in both languages, and containing all desirable infor-
wation concerning tho nature, object Lnd management
of the work, There is also & special manual for the
Directors of the Arch-confraternity, for the use of
Parish Priests, Chaplains, Dirvcctors of religious com-
nmunities, ote.

It may be oppurtune to inform our readers that the
objoct of the Arch-confraternity is to create among the
tuithful & union of prayers, in order to obtain all the
graces asked of Saint Anne. There is no feerequired
tor admittance into the Arch-confraternily. Whatever
alms is freely giver, is destined 1o the celebration of
high masses for the same intentions as above. Those
who cannot go to St. Anne's, muy address their name
and offering to the Rev. TFather Suporior, St. Anne
de Beaupré. :

———000———-

SAINT ANNE D’AURAY.

A REVIEW ANNOUNCED.

We aro happy to learn that the famous pilgrimage
of Ste Anne d’Auray, in Brittany, will soon possess a
monthly reviow. Herotofore, the Semaine religieuse of
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Varnes was wont to publish everything that concen ¢4
the worship of St Anne and her pilgrimage of Away,

Itis 1eally astonishing that a publication of thi
kind was not thought of sooner, in a place wheie S
Anne has been honored time out of mind, npd where o
mapy thourands of pilgrims go to offer thrir hamaye
to her.

The city of Apt, in Provence, another celebrated
place of pilgrimage, where tho body of St. Anne w

reserved, and whence comes the relic vonerute i nt
St. Aune de Beaupn 6, is likewise without an organ w
acquaint the fuithful with the marvels of her power,

Have we pot reason to thank Providence for huving

inspired the ideu of the Annales de Ste Anne de Beaupré
ag far back as 1872, and for having made them prosper
£o much that an edition in tho two languages spoken
in Capada has been judged opportuse. Truly, the.
Patroners of the inhabitants of Canada has trealed
them with indulgence and has granted them privileges
hitherto withheld from their eldere.

= 000 ———

A REMARKABLE CURE AT ST ANNE DE
BEAUPRE.

The season of pilgrimages to St Anne do Beaupid
has begun again. Already revoral wondeiful cures
have taken place.

Miss Clara Turgeon, of St John's suburbs, Quebee,
rejoices in publirhing, for the glory of Good St Anne,.
the romarkablo favor granted (o her by the weat.
miracle-working saint of Canada. 'The poor girl had®
long beon sufforing from the consequences of a fill.

Sime the 25th of Deember last, her diseaso assomed:
a more serious character. Ifer physicians prescribed.
absoluterest. In January, the patient, always weaker
and sufforing moro, was obliged to keop to her bed,in:
which state she remained 44 days. Theopinion of the
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ablost physicians was that hor caso was not altogcthor
hopoless, that she might ho cured, but not bofoio a
sonr at tho sovnost, nnud she should make up her inind
to romain infirm. Rost and skilful nursing bronght
about a certain degree ofimprovement in hor condi-
tion. Ghe could walk a little with the help of two
crutches. For a fow weeks back ovon a cano had
beon sufficiont.

On Tharsday, June 14, Miss Twrgeon joined in the
pilgrimago of tho ladies of the lloly- lamily of tle
Basilica, and of the Children of Mary of the Upper
town, Queboe.  Sho had long before beon prayivg to
Sy Anne ; on that duy, eho suffered still more acute
painy, und walking, even with the help of a cano,
proved very painful to her. Bat the coufidence of
the pious infirm girl did pot waver. Afier having
prayad Jong at the fuot of the statue of St Anne, she
feit, iu the afier-noon, that her suffering had gono
away and rhe could wall freoly. Suach was St Anne's
answer to the prayeis of' the fervent pilgrim ; she folt
gho was cured.  S.uco that happy moment, Miss Tur-
woon retains no trace of her infirmity, and she nover
ceases thanking St Annc for the groat grace she
obiiiped in her pilgrimage to Beaupré.

000
THE FIRST CATIIOLIC BISHOP OF UPPER CANADA (1)

Under the above (itle a biography.of the Right Rev.
Aloxander Macdo.uil way pablished in the Catholic
Weekly Review of Torouto. 1t now appesrsin pamphlet
form, and we recommeond it to our realers, especially
to thoso of Oatario anld Quaebee, #3 containing much -
valnable and intoresting information rogariing what

(1) Reminiscences of the late Ion. and Right Rev. Alexander
Maclonell, first Catholic Bishop of Upper Canada, by W. J.
Macdonell, Pces. of the Society of St Vincent de Paul. Published
by Williamson & Co., 3, King street West, Toronto, and sold
for the benefit of the Society.
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may be termed ¢ the apostolic times ” of the churely. -
of Upper Canada. Without going as far ba(:k a8 the
labors of the Jesuit missionaiios, and presenting such'd,
ictures of heroic devotedness and martyrdom for
Ehrist‘s gale, the period during shich the career of!
Bishop Wacdone!l rune is one of unusually trying'
circamstances and struggling against prejudice and !y
passion, attended, however, with ever-increasing sue.::
cess, and a bright promise for the future harvest. To ity
may be applied the Apollo rigavit of the Apostle of: .
the Gentiles, and even, in a great measure, the Deus‘{i
autem incrementum dedit. e
To the untiring zeal of Bishop Macdoncll for the:
salvation of souls, to his persevering efforts on behalf *
of the rights of the Church, which hLe proclaimed and
defended ¢ in season and out of season,” iu the Senato-;
hall as well as from the pulpit, ir the public press as
well as in his oflicial correspondence, may be attributeds;
the really wonderfal progress of the church in Uppery
Canada. What, fifty years ago, was but one dioceso,j%
under the pastoral care of the subject of tho aboves
biography, now forms a large ecclesiastical Provin(:e,»:l)?
numbering one archbishop, with four suffragan sees, s
besides a large portion of the newly erected Province’
of Ottawa, with a numerous clergy, cathedrals and?
churches, -colleges and schools, and faithfal withount!
number. : o
Might not the Catholics of Ontario, illustrating th
fecundity and vitality of the Chuveb, repeat to their}
non-catholic fellow-citizens, the word of Tertullian to?
the Roman Emperor and Senate: *“ We are but of;
yesterday, and already we fill your halls and publi@%
places ; your tomples alone we leave empty,” because,?
might they add, those which our Pastors, the succes?
sors of the Apostles, have raised to the glory of Gody
. are thronged with our ever-increasing brethren who;
adore God in gpirit and in truth.

Printed by LEGER. BRUUSSEAV, 9, Buade Street, Quebec. =




