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CONDUCTED BY W. W, EATON,

Thou art the Christ, ghe Son of the Living God —Peter.  On this Rock 1 wul buudd
wy Chureh, and the gates o’ Hell shall nut prevail agamnat it — The Lurd Messeah

oo _ J— P—

LETTER FROM ALEXANDER HALL.

Loydsville, Ohio, Dlay 25, 1848.

Dear Bro. Eaton—Iu looking over the pages of the iast “ Christian,”
which I found on my table on returning home from a Union Meeting of
the Evangelists in northern Ohio, I was no litile delighted to see my
proposal to our editing brethren, published in The Proclumation some
months sinee, seconded by the editor of The Christian, and practically
carried out by the editer of The Western Reformer. It is 1o be hoped
that this is but the beginaing of what we may yet look for, from those
who are engaged in the work editorial—in restoring and defenuing the
faith and practice of primitive christians.

Tue sunsecr which I have concluded to write upon, as an introduction
to the readers of Thhe Christian, 15 that of ASSURANCE. How can a
child of God have full assurance that his sins are pardoned—that he is
delivered from the power of darkness, and trapslated into the kingdom
of God’s dear Son? Of all questions connected with the relig.on of
Christ and the enjoyment of his foilowers in this world of confiist and
disappelatinent. this appears to me decidedly the most impormnt and
most worthy of grave consideration. How shall 2 man disiingaish be-
twoen a fulse and true hope—between ¢ counterfeit and genuiue assu-
rance of pardon? To this puintlet us dwect our thoughts for a few
soments. :

1st. It is maintained by & large majority of professed Christians that
the assurance of pardon cunsists ia a certain tram of feelings withis a
man’s own bosom, impressed upon the heart by the Spirit at the ume of
conversion. To this we demur, for the followiag reasen. Goud feelings,
which every true Christian enjoys, are aiways the result of previous as-
surance. We feel well or rejoice, because we are assured of our ac-
ceptance with God—not assured because we have these good feelmgs,
most certainly. Many persons ceverse the srderand economy of heaven
—~—placiag the cause for the effect, anrd the effect for the causc.  Tlhus,
ask that convert who has just ¢ got through,” why he is so unspeakably
bappy ? aud his auswer s, * because L know my sins are forgiven.” But
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162 THE CHRISTIAN.

how do you know your sins are forgiven? * Becapse I feel so well.!
Thus he knows he is forgiven because he feels well, and feels well bo.
cause he knows he isforgiven 11! Like the priest: Let p protestant de-
mang of him to prove the iufallibility of the Church, and he appeals for
proof to the Bible, A Deist calls-upen kim-for praof: that the Bible is
true, and as conclusive: evidence he adduces the infallibility of the
Chutch! This is what might be called a logical eircle, or asPaul says,
* they, measuring themselves by themselves—are not wise.” Ido most
heartily concur with the Apostle, that it is rather’a foolish piece of bu-
siness for a man to prove by himself that he is right, or by something
within himself, whichs:the same thing. Even Jeremiah, many hundred
years before Christianity was intreduced, knew better than this ; for,
" says he—* O Lord, I know that the way of man gs not in himself—it is
not in man that walketh to direct kis steps.” (x.23.Y ,
21, Jt is maintained that in order to have full assurance of our accep-
tance with God, we must absolutely Anow our sins forgiven, and in order
to this we must necessarily have something better than external evidence :
we must feel it! We admit, to have full assurancea man must Znowit.
But let us see if we cannot know by external evidence. , There are two
kinds of knowledge—moral and physical. A man’s translation into the
kingdom of Christ being a mbral, not a physical-change, and forgive-
ness being not a physical, but a moral work, it follows that it is moral
and not physical knowledge which is the foundation of our asshrance.
But, prove, say you, the distinction here made between moral and phy-
sical knowledge, before you predicate an argument uponit. Very well.
Proof No. 1:  Let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God hath
made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord and Christ ¥
(Actsii. 36). Did they know, by the direct evidence of either or-afiy of
their senses that Christ was crowned King? Certainly not. They knew
physically, that Peter and the other Apostles were standing béfore them ;
but they knew moraily, by the testimony-of others, that Jesus was coro-
nated in the heavens. Proof No.2: * We know that if our earthily
houge of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (% Cor. v.1.)
How did the ancient christians 4now they had a building of God'in
heaven ? Ans. By the testimony of the Spirit through the Apostles.
Proof No. 8 : « We know that when he (Christ) shall' appear, we shall
be like him.” {1 John iii.2.) ‘This fact could not have. been-knovin
physically, for it was future ; hence as ths only testimony they had-was
moral, the knowledge concerning that fact musthave been maral know-
Tedge. Thus, the same Apostle says, *1 write unto youtlitit believe on
the name of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eteinal
Tife.”” (1 John v. 13.) Here we discover that a person &an know a-thing
by written testimony, providing-he have confidence it the writer ; -and
the only reason why some folks want other testimony‘than the-Word-of
God before they can know their sins forgiven, is, thatthey are finctured
with scepticism and do not kpow it—they do not believd the Bible with
all their eards, But cana man knowa thing certainly by wriiten-tes-
timony ? What says Luke ? * It seemed-gdod to me also, having:tiad
perfect understanding of all things from the-very first, to write unto-tliee
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e order, most excellent Theoplilus, that thou mightest know the certainty
of those things wherein thou hast been mstructed.” (Luke 1. 3, 4.)
What better assurance can we have of any fact than 10 * know the cer-
tainty” of 1, which this BEvangehst informs us can be enjoyed through
written testumony. To know a thing morally, and to believe it with all
the heart, are one and the same, as 1s clearly shewn by the furegoing
quotations.  Physical kaowledge is common 10 all the animal creation,
but faith, being the predominant principle of Christianity, takes man at
a point where a brute can never ascend. Startiing as the declaration
may appear, yet it is a truth that cannet be controveried, that a majority
of religionists have left the high dignity of their standing w the scale of
being, and taken up with the principle of natural or physical knowledge
which is common to all animals, as the basis of their assurance of pardon.
“ These speak evil of those things which they know not ; but what they
know naturally [or physicallyl, as drute beasts, in those things they
corrupt themselves.” (Jude 10.) To illusirate this point I will refer toa
fact that came under my obscrvation not long since. A preachicr in one
of the self-styled Evangelical parties, was delivering to an audience what .
he called argument, to prove that a man could know his sins forgiven
by his feelings, and that we were bound to believe & man when he tes-
tified to this fact, provided his word would be good in other matters.
“ Buppose,” says hie, ©* I would tell you ! bad the head-ache. You ask
me how Lknown ? | answer, by my feelings. You are bound 1o take
my testimony, as my word has never been impeached. Now on the
samne principle,” continued he, * If I tell you that my sins ave forgiven,
and that | know 1t by my feelings, you are equally bound tc believe me.”
This is one of the mast palpable, as well as most current sophisms of
this uge, und every man should know howto meet it, The trick liesin
the faet of no distinction beiag made between moral and physical tes.
umony and their effects.  We admit, when we are sick, well, hungry,
<old, sleepy, thirsty, or what not of a physical character, we know it by
our feelings, just as the brute knows the same things. Let one fact here
be distinetly borne in mnd, that & proposition and lestimony must be
homogeneous-—of the same kind: that is, a physical proposition can
never be sustained by moral testunony, and vice versa. For example,
Suppuse a- man direct from Washington City, wishes 10 convince me
hat James K. Polk died, and was buuied the first day of tius month—
that he stood by and witnessed his death, and followed him to his gréve.
Now this, to him, was a physical proposition (admitting it to be correct),
for it came directly in contact with one of his senses. Butto me it isa
moral proposition, as it can only be made known 10 me by moral test-
mony-—either verbal oy written.  Well, suppose the man undertakes 1o
convince me of this fact, of which 1 kuow nothing, by a physical opera-
tion. Accordng'y he falls to beating me 2nd dragging me about the
room. You perceive that { will know as little about the death of the
President, as I did before. Why ? Because the propositios and the tes-
timony must be of the same kind. Well, agan, he wishes to cébvince
me that my head aches. Tlus, to me, is a physical proposition. Now
what say my feelings ? Why, they testify emphatcaily that my head is
entirely free from paw. But the man, in order to prove his position,
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brings furward une Jozen of the ost respectable citizens of the place,
who iesufy ia ihe most solemn manner that I have g severe head ache.
But does this convihce me of the fact? Certainly not, even if a thousand
men, whose word would be taken inveny Court, should testify to this fact
under oath, I could not believe it so long as I had the single evidence of
my own feelings aganst them. But let the man give me a physical ar.
gument in the shape of a pretty severe knock on. the head, and this
single winess may seceed in changing the opinion of my former witness
and make hum iesufy that my head dues ache! Batin relation to the
wo kinds of testimuny we have a case recurded in the biography of
Cunst direvity 1o the puint. He says unto the siek of the palsy, * Son,
be of goud cheer, thy sins be forgivea thee.,” (Matt. ix. %) How did
ine man kuow his sins were forgiven? Ans. By the word of CThrist:
then cumes auviher proposition—** Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto
thy house,” and he was instantly made whole. But how did he know it?
Ans. By his feelings. Suppose he had felt just as sick—just as unable
to waik, afier Cheist made the declaraiion as befare, would it have been
possibie fur i o have believed he was made whole? Most cortainly
avt. Ii would be impossible for even the moral testimony ‘of Christ
hunsell to convince a inan of a physical fact contrary io his feelings.
The boy hus wespassed against his father’s command, and the father in
order 10 resiute him o his favor proffers to forgive him, upon the con.
dition of his geuting duwn upon his knees. The boy, having full confi-
dence in bis father’s word, kneels before him, and arises in full aséurance
of pardon. Bui Low does he know he is furgiven 2 Not by his feelings,
but because his father said so. It is true he has good feelings, but they,
iustead of buing piuof of forgiveness, are the resultof the proof, which
was hes father's iestunony. He feels well because he kauws it, and he
Ruows it {morally) because his futher cannot lie. The more confidence
he has ia his fathers word, the greater ishis juy. Thus our Heavenly
Fathet confirmed his promise by an oath—'* by two immutable things
m which it was unpossibie for Himto lie, that we might Aave strong con-
solation.” Now if we can rely upon the testimony of our earthly father
withuut & Joubt os a fear, why should we ask better evidence of our par-
don and acceplan.: than the immutable word of God. John says “If
we receive tae wiwmess of men the witness of God is greater.”  Suppose
the buy i the simiiaude had said—Father, 1 kaow you promised to for-
gwve e, but I have such a strange feeling (putting his hand on his breast),
I vo not thiuk Jau. furgves, Is aot this virtually saying—Father, I be-
lseve you have wid me afalsehood ¥ Yei professed Christians thiok no-
tuag ui reanng the Word of God with the same contempt. 1 have long
since come o Lhe couclusion that nine tenths of the pupulastheology of
thes age s but semi-afidelity.  The direct tendency of it all is to lead the
mund w0 Jiscard ke Scriptures of trush, as a dead letter, and look for
some sirungei evidencs directly from on high, iu ordet io full assurance
of pardon. Butihe wue Christian takes God at his word, and though the
heaveds should dissolve and the earth fly to atoms, the Ward of the Lord
endurceth for ever. Relying thus ppon the immutable promizes of Je-
hovah racher thaa wpun hus owa feelings, which, from the various cireum-
stances of fortune to which he may be exposed, are ever subjectio flue
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woation and change, he stands upon a terra firma that wili remam un-
shaken when the elements shall msit with fervent heat.
ALexanper HaLn, Ed. Gospel Proclamation.

RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF TIlINGS.
No. VI
ON THE BREAKING OF BREAD—No. 1.

In our last number we demonstrated from runonal ynuaciples, tha
there necessarily must be, andinost certaialy is, a Jiviucly vistiuled wors
slup for christian assemblies ; and that this worship 1> uuformily the
same in all me®tings of the disciples on the first day of (e week. That
the breaking of bread in commemoration of the sacrifice of Clinst, s &
part, or an act of christian worship, is generally admitied by professors
of christianity. Romanists and Protestants of almost every naine agree
i this. The society of Friends form the chief, (f not the unly esception
w christendom, to this general achknowledgment. Thuur religion s all
spiritual, and may be suitable to beings of some higher order thau the
natural descendants of Adam and Eve; but it is too conlcmpiative, tou
metaphysical, too sublime, for flesh and bloed. We have iongues anu
lips wherewith men have been impiously cursed, but with which God
should be blessed. We have bodies too which have bucoine the wistru-
ments of unrighteousness, but which should be employed as iustrumeis
¢ righteousness. And so long as the five senses are the five avenues o
we human understanding, and the medium of all divine communicauon
o the spirit of man, so0 long will it be necessary to use them in the cul-
tivation and exlabition of ety and humanity. Butwe have a few words
for them in due time, for we esteem them highly on many accounis.
But in the mean time, we speak to those who acknowledge the breahing
of bread 10 be a divine institution, and & part of chrnsuan worship in
christian assemblies, to be continued pot only till the Lord camie und
destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, but to be continued unul he shall
come to judge the world.

That the primitive disciples did, in all their meetings on the firsi day
of the week, aitead on the breaking of bread as an essenidal part of the
worship due their Lord, we ase fully persuaded, and hupe to mahe sa-
usfactorily evident to every candid christian. Indeed ihis is alrcady
proved from what has been said in the fifih number under this head.  For,
if there be a divinely instituced worship for christians in their meetings
on the firstday of the week, as has beea proved ; if this order, or these
acts of worship are uniformly the same, as has been slown, and if the
breaking of bread be an act of christian worship, as isadmiied by those
we address——then it is farrly manifest that the disciples are o btreak
tread in all their meetings for worship. 'This we submitas the first, but
not the strongest argumeni in support of cur positivi. We confoss,
however, that we cannol see any way of eluding s logical and legit-
mnte force, though we arc aware it is not so well adap'ed w cvery un-
dersianding as those which are to follow. Our second arguincntwul be
drawn from the nature, import and design of the bieaking of Lread,
Thus we shall first illustrate a Little.
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While Romanisis, Episcopalians, Presbytenians of every grade, Inde.
pendents, Methodisis, Bapusts, &x., acknowledge the breakiny of bread
1o be a:divine msistuuon, an act of religious wourship in chiistian assum-
bues, they all differ i their views of the impon of the institutivn, e
manner and umes in which it ;s to be observed, and 1 the appendages
thereto beiongrog. In one idea they all agree, that i is an extraordinary
and not an ordinary act of chnsuan wurship, and cunsequenily, dues
not belong to the ordinary worship of the chrisuan church. Fur this
opimion they have cusiom and tradition to slow, but not one argument
worthy of a moment's reflecuon, not even one text to adduce as a con-
firmauon of therr pracuce.  Who ever heard a text adduced to p.ove a
monthly, a quarterly, esemi-annual, or annuul breaking of ureac.  This
course 1n regard to tus insutution, I conjecture, drove the fuunders of
the Quaker system into the practice of aever breaking bread—just as
the views of the clergy make and confirm Deists. .

Much darkness and superstition are found in the minds and exhibited
in the pracuce of the devout annual, semi-anouai and quarierly observers
of the breakingof bread. They gererally make a Jewish passover of it.
Some of them indeed, make a Mount Sina: convocauon of it. With all
the butterness of sorrow, and gloominess of superstition, they convert it
into a religious penance, accompanied with 2 morose piety and-an awful
affliction of spul and body, expressed 1 f_stings, long prayers, and sad
countenances on sundry days of humiliation, fasting and preparation.
And the only joy eshibited on the occasion, s, thut ali 1s over ; fur which
some of them appointa day ¢f thanksgiving. They rejoice that they
have approached the very base of Mount Sina: unhurt by stone or dart.
In the opposite degrees of their ascent to, and descent from this preterna.
tural solemnity, their piety 1s equal. In other words, they are as pious
one week or ten weeks afier, as they were one week or ten weeks before.
If there be anything fitly cailed superstiuon in this day and country, this
pre-emunently deservesthe name. A volume would be by far too small
to exhibit all the abuses of this sacred institution in the present afe,

The intelligent chrisuan views 1t quite 4n another light. {tistohimas
sacred and solemn as prayer to God, and as joyful as the hope of im-
moriality and eternal hfe. His hope before God, springing from -the
death of his Son, 1s gratefully exhibited and expressed by him in the
observance of this institution. While he participates of the symbolic
loaf, he shews faith in. and his life upon, the Bread of hfe. While he
tastes the emblemau: cup, he remembers the new covenant con-
tirmed by the hlood ot the Lord. With sacred joy and blissful hope he
hears the Saviour say, ** This 1s my body broken—this. my blood shed
for you.” When he reaches forth those lively emblems of his Saviour’s
love 10.his chrisuan brethren, the philanthropy of God fills his heart, and
exciies correspondent feetings to those sharing with him the salvation of
the Lord. Here he knows no man after the flesh. Ties that spring
from eternal love, revealed 1n blood and addressed 1o his senses in symbols
adapted to the whole man, draw forth all that is 1n him of cemplacent
affection and feeling 1o those, joint heirs with hun of the grace of eternal
nife. While .1t vepresents 10 him all the salvation of the Lord, it is the
strength of his faith, the joy of his hope, and the hfe of his love. It
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chierishes ihe peace orf Ged, and inscribes the usage of Gul upon hia
Lieart, auy leaves not out of view the revival of his budy from the dust
[ death, and.ts glurwus transformatiun tuthe liheness of the Sou of God

It is an institution full of wisdom and goodness, cvery way aduptedts
the christian mind.  As bread and wine to ihe Ludy. so it stréagthens
tus faith and cheers his heart withthe love of Gud. It 15 0 religivus fuast ;)
a feast of joy and gladuess; the happiest occasion, and the sweetest
antepast on earth of the socicty and entertainment of licaven, that mortals
me st with on their way to the true Canoan. If such be the naturc aud
imnort and such its design, say, ye saints, whother this act of christian
worship would be a privilege, or a pain, n all yovr meetings for edifica
ton and worship.  If it be any proof of the kindness of the Saviuur to
mstitute it at all, would it not be a greater proof to allow the saintsin all
their meetings to have this token of Lis luve sct before them, and they
called to partake 7 If it were goodness and grace on his parjto allow
vou twice a-year in your meetings the privilege, would it not be inex-
pressibly greater goodness and grace to allow you the feast in all your
meetings. But reverse the case, and convert it into an awful and griev
ous penance, and then grace is exhibited in not enforcing 1t but seldom.
On this view of 1t, if it be an act of favor to command it ouly twice
a-year, it would be a greater good to command 1t but twice or once during
life. Just, then, as we understand uts nature and design, will us fre-
quency appear a favor or a frown.

It is acknowledged to be a blissful privilege, and this acknowledgment,
v hether sincere or feigned, accords with fact. It was the design of the
Saviour that his ‘hsciples should not be deprived of this joyful festival
when they meet 1n one place to worship God. It will appear (if it does
not already) to the candid reader of these numbers, that the New Testa-
ment teaches that every time they metin honor of the resurrection of ihe
Prince of life, or, when they assembled in one place, it was a principal part
of their entertainment, 1n hisliberal house, to cat and drink with him.  He
keeps no dry lodgings for the saints—no empty house for his fricads.  fle
never bade his house assemble but 1o eat and drink with him.  His ge-
nerous and philanthropic heart never sent his disciples hungry away
He did not assemble them to weep, and wail, and starve with him  No,
he commands them to rejoice always,and bids them cat and dnink abun-
dantly.

Man is a social annmal.  As the thirsty hind pants for the brooks of
water, so man pants for society congenial tohis mind.  He feels a relish
for the social hearth and the social table ; because the feast of sentimental
and congenial minds is the feast of reason. Man, alone and solitary, is
but half blest in any circumstances. Alone and solitars, he is like the
owl in the desert, and pelican in the wilderness. ‘The social feast is the
native offspring of social minds. Savage or civilized, man has his social
fire, and his social board. And shall the christian house and family be
always the poorest ind the emptiest under heaven? Isthe Lord of
christians a churl > Is he sordidly selfish? s he, parsimoniously poor
and niggardly 2 Tell 1t not among the admirers of anmversaries?
publish it not ampngst the frequenters of any human association! lest
the votaries of Ceres rejnice ! lest the sons of Bacchus trmimph'!
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Thechnsuanisaman. He has the faclings of « man.  He has a tasts
for society ; but it s the society of kindred miads. The roligion of
Jesns Christis a religion for men; for ravonal, for social, fur gratcful
peings. _Ithas us feasts, and i3 joys, and its extacies too, Lhe Lord’s
house 15 banqueung place, and the Lord’s day is his veckly fosuval.

But a sacrament, an annual sacrament, or  quarterly sacrament, is
hke the oath of the Roman soidier, from which it derives iis name, often
wken wih reluctance, and kept with bad faith. It is as sad asa funcral
parade. The knell of the parish beil that summonses the mourners to
the house of sorrew, and the tocsin that awakes the recollecuoa of a
sacramental morn, are heard with equai dismay and aversion. The
seldomer they occur, the better. We speak of them as they appear 10
be; and if they are not what they appear 10 bo, they are mere exhibi-
uons of hypocrisy and deceil; and serve no other purpose than as they
create a garket for silks and calicoes, and an occasion for the display
of beauty end fashion. -

Amongs: the crowds of the thoughtless and supersutious that frequent
them, it 13 reasonabie to expect to find a few smincere and devoui; bwt
uns will not jusufy their character, else the worshippers of saints and
angels might be excused ; for many of thesincere and deveut say, Amen!

From the natwre and design of the breaking of bread, we would argue
1is necessity and importance as a partof the enterminment of saints in
ihe social worship of the Lozd s their assemblies for his praise and their
comfort. We cagnot prosecute the subject fanher at present.  We have
been prepariog the way for opemng the New Teswmment in our next
number, to produce evidence and authority of @ higher oiders In the
mean ume, let the chrisuan who apprehends the nature, meaning and
design of this instituuion, say whether it be profabdle it 15, or could be an
extracrdinary observance, and not an ordinary part of chrisuan worship
in the meeting of saints. £ C

.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Prinurtve CrRisTiANITY, displayed as the only antidote against Na-
tional Establishments, and Eeclesiastical Imposition. By Jomw
M’CarTNey. Glasgow. pp. 46.

( Concluded from page 184.)

Havine thus stated and defended the truly voluntazy principle and
practice, taught and exemplified in the New Testament, it only pow
remaius, 1o conclusion, w arge wpon Chiistians the avcessiiy of rewurning
to this primitive order of things. . ‘

The meaas appointed by infiuiie wisdom for the conversion of sinuers
aud the edification of salals, are unquesiiouably the best possible for the
aciomplishment of the divine purposes. Thuse who advueate the prin-
upie of utility and expediency ia watiers uf religion, furgei that ihe Bibie
is a perfect rale of all tha. is 10 Le believed ia the heart,aad pracusedin
Jie iife.  Nothing s expedieat ia religious cunduci, buiithat which is deae
s obedieacs o the authodiiy of Zion's lan giver, and in the exact mannes
prescribed in hi.a word. Itis a radical, though prevaieai error, 10 sup-
swso hat Christians ave cestain legisiaive funcions (o perform. No
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man, no <lass of men, nu pope, conclave, synod, or comhingt on of what-
ever naine, have been vested wath porver to fraiac, or conct luws, for the
obulienco of Chnstinn faith, or the regulation of Christan conduct.
The recugu tion of this principle—the asautiplivi of this puwer—I1s an
anpious usuipation of the prerogauve of Him who s anomted Kingupon
ms holy hill of Zwn ; who rules without a deputy, and who sits upon
v throne of David his fathicr, to order ity and to cstablish it, with judg-
weut and with justice, from henceforth, even for ever. Isa. ix. 7 ; Psalm
w6, Will Christ delegate the esercise of us prerogalive (o ernng man ?
Will he permut any rebel to usurp tus throne = The thought 1s1mpious.
Christians in the first ranks of ntelligence, knowlcdge and conformity
o the revealed will, are simply constituted—nut the framers of new
jaws, nor the amenders of old laws, but mercly the Exncutors of the
laws already sanctioned by the lawgiver of Zion,aud published in the
heavenly statuie book. A Christianis ssmply a follower of Christ. The
duty of the Christian 15 simply to obey the laws of Christ  ** Ye aremy
fnends if ye po wuaTsorviR | have commanded you.” Johr xv. 14.
The distinguishing character of Antichrist s, that he *¢ opposeth and ex-
alteth himself abov2’ Christ; and * sitteth in the temp'e of God,” which
is his Church, * showing himself that he is Gud,” by usur| ing his prero-
gative as king, eacrcising his functions as lawgiver, and assuming his
liles as the object of religious homage. 2 Thess. 1i. 3. o the usurped
exercise of this prerugative, national establishments of religron are in-
debted, for those laws from which they derived their existence, and by
whichi, they have all along been governed. To the exercise of this
ssurped power to ‘¢ change times and laws,” we are indebted for those
enactments which have secularized the Christan profession; given re-
ligion a carnal and worldly ~spect; and rendered ita fertile source of
sectarian discord, tjrannic.. persecution, and political oppression, in-
stead of a religion of peace and good wili to men. The usarped exer-
cise of this prerogative, has given the lie to the truth confessed by the
Saviour, “ my kingdom is not of this world.” John xviii. 36. To this
source, also, we are indebied, for those laws concerning * seat rents and
collections,” from all who resort to public places of worship, which the
adoptton of an hireling system has rendered necessary. T'o this source
weare indebted, for ail those laws respecting the classical qualifications
of pastors—Ilaws rendering the preaching of the gospel,and the oversight
of churches, the eniire monopoly of a privileged and exclusive class.
Tu ihis source we are indc bted, for those laws prolubiting the exercise
of Chrisuan wlent, in proclaiming the gospel, and edifying the church.
Ina word, to the assumption of this prerogative, we might trace almost
every error in doctrne and practice, which has disfigured the profession
of christiany ; all those creeds, confessivns, and human standards which

have made void the law of God , and suppressed those divinely-appointed
means whereby christianity achieved her primitive triumphs, and sub-
sututed those human expeuients, whereby christianity has with diffieulty
maintained her ground, du ing the last fifteen centuries. Were not the
wouquesis of the gospel as exiensive at the close of the third century as
ihey are at present? To what mast we ascribe iis anrivalled progress
during hat pessod ? To the prevalence of miracles, says a churchman.
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To the abscace of all national. establishments, says a disseuter.  Thyee,
huwever, who kouy ihe primiuve order of wnngs, wili as:nbe its pro
gress o the efficicncy of the diviacly appuinieu meaus, aud the wivie
blessing accuinpauy.ng theit observauce by Chrisuaas. Dunng tha
period, Christians wisided, the armour divinely provided, i the.maoner
divinely perescribed, in assailing,the strunghiolds of Swan, aud exiending
the kingdom of C* “st. Since ihat perivd, professurs have generaliy
substituted means wuman, for diviae , the cawnai for the spiruai weapun,
the wisdom of men, fur the power of God. What were those-means i
which christianiiy owed has primiuve triumphs 2 Wiy, the Aposilesen.
Jjoined all believers of the truth, to ** shine as hghts i the world, BoLBING
FORTH THE WoORD 0F Lif&.” Phil. ii. 15, The primitve Chnsuans ubeyed
this injunction, and excciled in this duty. Next to their own edification,
they sought the conversion ard edification of others. When the Apes-
tles and first missionaries therefore, went through a couairy where the
gospel had never beca preached, they deciared the sunpic facts con
cerning the death and sesuriection, ihe characier and work of Chrisi
Those who believed their report—who recewed the teuth, and were

. made to know the joyful sound, joined in the pruclamation of that wuih

to others, and these again 19, 0u.ars ; and by this self-propagating prin-
ciple, christianily spread fium wan t man, from huuse w huuse, from
city to city, from isie o isle, and from conunent to conngent.  Thus,
while every convert to the iruth—every suldier eulisicd under ihe Chris-
tian bauner—joined in makiag ** the irumpet of the gospei vocal,” chris
tianity sialked through the world with a giaaUs step.  Thus every sociery
" of the faithful—ezery church plaated in a disinct—served as a candie-
stick to exhibit the light of divige truth, * causing the gospel 10 sound
out from them, 1o all the regions ruund about.” 1 Thess. i. 8. In.ihase
days, such as had * tasted thai the Lord is gracious™—who had * knowa
and believed the love which God had™ to them—who knew the glad &
dings of grea’ 5y to all peopie ; did not resort iv (he iedivus process of
teaching m... the knowledge of numervus languages und sciences, w
qualify thém for declaring the guspel to pesishiog sinners.  They never
dréamed of waiting to receive an aca.emic training, & lwence from
church coutts, & consecration tu sacred funetions, and a mock represen:
tation of the laying on of the Aposies® hands, before prociaiming the
gospel, and m’.istering the word 0 others. N, they feli it i0 be theit
duty, their r.vilege, their joy, o make known tue truth, so far as they
knew it, to all from whom they could obtain a hearing. Redeemed by
the blood of Christ; wholly consceeraied to his service ; rvady 1o obey
every iotimation of his will; burning with zeal fur his giory , trustng
in the foithfulness of his promises, and relying on the sufficiency of Jus
grace, *‘ they ~ent forth everywherc preaching the gospei ;~ spreading
the savor of thexr Redeemer’s name, and, by mmstering ihe word i
the utmost of their abilitics, approving themseives * goud stewards of
the manifold gra-e of God. Thus, they mamfesied the disinteresied-
ness which the gospel inculcaies; the benevoience whicn the gospel
fuspires. 137t woadecfal that'a revelation of such unparaueied beueve:
{ence, mercy and love ; spread abroad by such disinierested exertions
propagated from such pure and- hegvenly motives, should have made
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such progress ws the world ?  The same erfects will always result from
the same cause.  The sume blessing will always accompany tle same
means.,, The sane exertions will still be crowned with the saa & success.
Human natare is ndewd the same depraved ling it ever w a8 but the
gospet 13 also sull the suine * power of God unto ‘salvation.”  The pro-
pagation of this gospel for the same ends, and by the same means, is
sull of the smne divine obligation,  The faithfulness of the divine pro-
nuse, Lo hicss the werd ; o multiply the seed sown, and give the in-
crease, is still the same. By such labovs of love; by such benevolent
aud dmmeresled vxertivns, the gospel was originaily * preached among
allneuons.” By such means Christians were appointed to grow in the
knowledge of it; and, by such meauns, this goope] shall yet be spread
abrvad throughout the worid, covering the earth with the knowledge of
the Lord.

Whaat have been the consequences of changing these divinely ap-
pointed means for the conversion of sinners, and the edification of saints ?
bi. Chalmers hias furnished the eloquent auswer. ¢ Fro.n that moment
christizemity was at a dead stand—she came down from her vantage
ground—the sirength weni outof her.,™®  The cross of Christ became of
none effect when preached * with the wisdom of words.” The lustre
ot the guspel—the revelation of divine philanthropy and benevelence—
was obscured, when viewed through the selfish medium, and estimated
by thie sordid mouves from which it was dispensed. The light of divine
truth was Jaikened, by the attempts to add to its lustre by human em-
belhshments.  The power of divine wruth was enfeebli d, by every at-
wmpt to strengthen it by human ensctmemts. The faith ¢f professors
became snoperaiive, by standing iu the wisdom of men, rather than in the
power of God. It s easy lo perceive the reason why the Apostle asserts,
drat *+1he love of nopey is a root of all evil.” The love of money first
iempicd mew o monupolise the riglts of the brethren to edify themselves.
The love of money lempted men 10 assume apostolic power, and usurp the
dwvine prerogauve. Ina word, the love of money introduced the hireling
system ; (he hireling sysiem introduced esiablishments; and establish-
meuts 1sued 1o the corruptions of the Church of Rome ; and the Church
of Romi, to 1ender the exercise of the divine prerogative consistent,
wowned 1nfullibihty ; and every attempt at reformation, by the great
and goud, has hitherto failed in curing the evil, by lopping off merely
the branches, without laying the axe to the root of the apo=tolic tree—
the love of mivuey, and the exercise of the, divine prerogative,

The reformation needed is simply & retirn to primtive Christianity—
an observance ot the ordinances s thev have been delivered in the di-
vine faw. The law of the Lord is not only perfect, but is also * able to
make the man of God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto every good
work,” Nothing more, therefore, is necessary. Upon this common
ground all Clmsuans must meet, leaving all these sectarian grounds
uavinyg their ongin 1o human raditions. To promote christasity there
must be a conformity of faith and practice to ihe revealed will. To
promote this conformity, Christians must have the knowledge of this
Sty amd, to promote this knowledge, they must observe the divinely

~ ITde Speech on Catholie emancipation, 1328



172 THE CHRISTIAN.

appu.nted means for jts atminment. These means whereby they are
* geow up in confunumty uato him in all things, who 15 the head,” we
have briefly shuwn to be Chrisuans, ** speaking the wuih, wu ivve, ome
to another,” and * as every man huth secoived die gill, so nunstenog
the same one Lo another, as goud stewanls of :he munduid grace of
Gud.” These means we have showa, are equaliy adapicd fur the cons
versivn of sipgers, and baiiding up of sainis.  Those weaus are ene
aenily adapted (o promote a fivurishing and presperous plate of rengion,
fur by these meaas christianity achieved ler pumitive thumphs. The
goneral adopiiun of ithese 1reans, is the only caveat agaiust nauunai
establishments, aad gecivsiasucal npusiwuus.  These wicaus, thesefore,
recommerd themselves 1o the adopiivu of every luvar vl religious iibeny,
. Uponail these, alsu, wha ase inierested wi die spread of e gospel, these

ameans Liave peculiar ciaims. Friend of missions, your daily prayer ai
& throne of grace is, “ihy kingdom come.” Thai siuners way be
brought to the knowledge of the truth—ihai ali euds of ihe eurth may see
the salvation of God, is ihe objest of your unwearied exertions. Wedo
not wish to repress, but to direct, your zead in iius glosious work. We
wish, from the history of the past, to deduce a lesson for the faurs,
Millions have been expended inthe causs of mussivns. ** Why then g
the hurt of the daughter of my people ool heaivd /™ Why 5 tire world
not yeu christanized? The reason s uivious: ihere is & want of the
self-propagating principle. The exorions of ihe mireling few, have
been substituted for these of the Chrisdau mauy—the inoours of iove for
stipendiary indifftrence. How much gold woud be sufficient to evars
geiize the world upon the popular principie! The hired missiopary
coavert, and the hired pastor 6 keep converted, s the pppuiar substitue
for the means of conversion and edification, taught and exemphfied in
the New Testament. The success aitending inese respecuve means, is
such as might have been expecied to result from meaus human aua
divine ; and sach as might convince any min, :haidie adopuon o. she
primitive principle and practice, «ro wndspensabie o the accorspiishe
ment of the end contemplated.

The limes in whick we live are ominous of change, ard fr.aght with
important events. The fulfiment of the predictrons, respecung tire
cleansing of the sanctwary from Aau-chnsuan poiluions, are about to
commence. A spirit of iaquiry is awakened, which seems 1o subject
every veserated institotton, and ure-hallowed abuse, 10.18 searchiug
scrutiny. The dscussion of the questwon of relgivus eslabushments,
wil contribute we trust in no sma. degree, to enhghten professors to
the spiritual nature of Messiah's kingdom—issue m the compiete supr
pression of clesical despetism, aad pave tue way Jor the adopuon-of that
truly voluntary principle, withomt which chrisuanity cacnot prosper
That the commotions of kagdoms, #ad evenurnjag of systems, wiilissue
in the coming of him whose sight it is 10 rute, there can_be.no douot
Christian! your duty, ander such event{ul and auspicioys circumsiances,
ts plan . take the word of Gud as your aione ruie, keep the vramances
as therein delivered, hold fasi the furm of souna +woras, and be dugent
in the exercise of the appointed means for hoiding forth the word of
life, extending your Saviour’s kingdom, and causing aii ends of the
earth to see the salvation of God, Amen.
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TIIC AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

Every disciple of Jesus Christ, aud every lover of the uncorrupted
Word of God, vuight 1o be famliar with the history, designs, and labors
of this Society. Many Baptists und Pedo-baptists have agreed in saying
that obedicnee to the cummand of Heaven (* Be baptized every one of
you"}.in urder to the eujoyment of pardun here, or eternal life hereafter,
s unwesential, while at the same te the questions concerning the action,
subject and design of an * unessential” ordinance are filling a larger
space in Eeclesiastical History than anv other! Will the religious
community consent to this? Wl God-fearing, Bible-loving men any
longer yield to Satan the position that the observance of a positive in-
sututicn of Heaven has no eonnexion with spiritual enjoyment! Men
may in theory, apparently, for fear of being styled uncharitable, consent
wsay, “ we do nut believe baptism tebe a saving ordinance ;” but it is
a cause of rejoicing to know that the more zealous advocates of the all-
sufficiency of the Divine Word practically speak out the contrary doc-
mne!  Whatever may be the views of the great mass of those styled
religious, they agiee practieally in placiag a mest marked emphasis on
the proper observance of baptism.

Ls well for the bapusts, and the cause of truth, that the design of
iminersion, during the last twenty years, has been kept prominenily be-
fore them. Though they have zealously opposed, what they looked
upon as an innovaton {when urged upon them for a practieal reception
by the Reformers,) yet those principles have found a lodgment in the
minds of many ; and though not fully received, yet they have proved of
wcalculable benefit to them, and to the cause of God ; and they wilk
doubtless result in the increase of biblical knowledge, and that light so
necessary in order to the world’s eonversion.

The origin of the Ameriean and Foreign Bible Society may be briefly
stated, and its necessity made perfectly apparent to those who are ac-
quainted with the history of modern missions. During the year seven-
teen hundred and minety-three, William Corey left Britain, and arrived
in Calcutta as a Missionary to the heathen. After spendingsome seven
years .n the study of eastern languages, in eighteen hundred, and eigh.
teen hundred and one, he published the New Testament in Bengali.
He &nd his co-laborers from Britain, together with Adoniram Judson and)
his assceiates from the United States, transtated the Seriptures into most
of the languages of India, Barmah, China, &c. Their perseverance,
zeal, devotion, disinterestedness, and faithfulnese are beyond all praise.
All who read the history of the Baptist Missions in the East, especially
the eemoirs of the principal actorsin the work—whatever opinion they
may forn: of the manner of conducting modern missions—will award to
them the honor of being self-sacrificing, God-fearing, truth-loving, honest
men and women, sincerely engaged in the work of the Lord.

They were practical immersionists. Messi, Judson and Riee left
America zcalous pado bapiists.  In anticipation of meeting the English
baptist russionaries, who preceded themsome twenty years, during their
voyage they gave the questions of difference a carefu! examination, and
the result was, as nught bave been expected, they were convinced with-
aut the aid of & bapuist, tl-at they themselves were unbaptized. Cn theix
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P
arrival i ladia they were immersed. ' When prdo baptist nissionanes
entered the fieid afier theso zealous pieneers, they found it difficalt
induce their cunverts o receive sprinkling for baptism, seewng they had
in their hands the iranslauans made by the bapusis, who hud faithfuily
waaslated from the Hebcew and the Greek all the words suscepuble of
an intelligent rendering, "The pado baptist missionaries complained of
Carey’s translation to the Briiish and Foreign Bible Society, requesung
them iv allow nv mure aid for the circulation of the Scriptures 1n which
the word daptize was translated by a word signifying w immerse. Now
withstanding ail that the baptisis had done for the cause of tsuth, by therr
{abors and iheit muney, ail aid was withheld. They then appealed to the
American Bible Socieiy. They knew that in America all denominaiivns
were placed on anequality ; thai the baptists were the largest denumination
in the United States, and had liberally coaiributed 10 the funds of thu Sucis
vy, Thesubject was taken up by the board of managers. A commitee
of seven persuns, one from each denomination, was appuinted 1o takeihe
subject into cunsideration, A majurity of this commutec in their zeal
for sprinkiiag, at theit first mesung passed a resoivuon ibut these ver-
sions were faise in trausiaiing daptize to immerse! Buu after reflecting
on the business for a night, they rescinded that resoiunon. They then
agreed upon another ;— That it was ineapedient to grant aid for the
:publication of auy «ersivn in which Japtize is uanslated by a word sig.
nifying to immerse ! | Dr. Cone the only Japtist on the commiutee pre.
sented a counter report., The subject was discussed at sowe length, and
then referred back 1o the same cummitee. The commuitee again mer,
annulled theic last resolution, and substituted for it, * that it was inexpe
dient 10 grant aid to any versions except those that cunivnned 1o their
principles to the common english version ; at least, so far, as that all the
religious denuminations represenied in this Suciety can coasistenily use
and circulate said versions in their schools and communities.,” This
positon was discussed several montbs.  *“The Bapusis stated that the
American Bible Suciety had aided in the circuiation of ihe Seneca ver-
sion, made by a pedo baptisi, i which the word daprize is uansiated
to sprinkle. You have published Dr. Mornison's translanun, 1p which
by a circumlocution, he renders baptizo, * I perform a waienng core
mony upen you ¥ or as Mr. Abel sayshe lius v, ‘1 make a wash upon
youll!” Youhave voted aid 10 circulate tue Russian and Sciavoniaa
wersions, in which daptizo is peither rauslated nor wransferred, butikrown
«out of the bible altegetker, and its piace suppited by 1he word kristi,  to
«cross,’ so that Matt. si. 11, reads ‘I indeed cross you 1a water vato re-
pentance.’ * * *  Mark xvi, 16. * He that believeth and 1s orossed
shall be saved.’ Luke xi. 28. . * And when the Phanses saw it, he
marvelled that he had not cressed himseif before diorer!!” We told
ahem that they had pubiished Roman Catholic versions conwining several
of the dogmes of Popery. For instance the Spanssh version, in which
the word repeniance is dispiaced by the human wvenuon, ¢ do penance!!
An :ntelligent Spaaiard being requested to give the true meaning of the
word substituted for repentance, in the Spamish Bible, he rephied, *u
aeans to eat ne breakfast—very little dinner, no tea; not to lie 1o the bed,
But en the floor, und whip yourself! whip yoursel{!! whip yoursel{!1I
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You wre willing 1o aid in publishing these erussing versions, and thiese
chipping vevsions, but you are unwilling tu circulate ihuse versivus of
wrs, whose on'y fault you allow, is that the word baprize is translated
yv 3 word signifiing toimmerse, which we verily belicve is ils & ue and
veclusive meaning, conveying precisely the nind and the will of the
Great Lawgiver.”

¢ i fus staten ent the agent considered the comse adopted by e
Americun Bible Suciety tuwards us to be unjust ; becnuse when baptisis
became & component part of the Sveiety, ot its first organization, they
united with it as baptisis ; netbing 1 the terms of the cuinpact required
or implied a sacrifice of principle ; had this been the case, a uniun on
our part with said Society, would have been iinpussible.  Our Lequests,
Jonations, and coutnbuticas, are adinited to have been liberul ; and our
missionaries have translated the Lible in whole or in part, into languages
spoken by more than cne half of the entire popuiativn of the globe. Af.
ter having labored to promote the interests of the Society fur tweuty
years, without having violated any of the priuciples of tle origival com-
pact or of the constitution, we a1e by a vote of the Society, and of its nia-
nagers deprived of alt pariicipation in its funds, except on conditions
which we cannot consistently and couscientiously adopt.  And that we
zannot submit 10 such cunditiens without incurring, in our appreliension,
deep guilt n the sight of God, and Le unfaithful to the souls of men.”

“We are also under the impression that their conduct towards us was
far from being kind snd courteous, because though we were one of the
partners of the concern, and therefore, had a just right to a proper share
n the funds, at a time, too, when the treasury was cverfloning, we were
excluded ina pennilcss condition, snd our protest against their unjust
proceedings was not even allowed to be read!!” * #* % « e
stated that two of our Baptist brethren, deceased, had left Lequests
0 the American Bible Society, from which would accrue to its funds,
perhaps not less than forty five thousand dollars. Would these brethren,
it was asked, have left you this money if they had believed that you would
inafew years adopt a resolution to exclude from all participation in the
funds of your institulion, the denomination to which they belonged ?
Most certatnly they would not.  "Lhese bequests were undoubtedly made
inthe full expectation that the claims of the Baptist denomination would
be regurded with equal sacredness as those of other denominations. I
this resolution be adopted, you deceire what were the just eapectations of
the dead aswell as of the living. Forif your resolutien passes, we shall
be forever excluded from all participation in the funds of your Society—-
except on conditions which you know we cannot consistently and consci-
entiously adopt. ‘The Hon. Peter A, Jay, and Judge W. Jay, both
Episcopalians, and sons of the late Governor John Jay, objected to the
passaze of ‘he resolution, and proposed that a committee of laymen,
sapposed to be less prejudiced than clergymen, should investigate all the
facts in the case, and present a report to the Board. But iuvestigation
was dreaded, and they voted down the resolution. On the final passage
of the resulution to exclude the Baptists from all participation in the funds.
of the Society, these gentlemen voted with the Baptists.

~ The cbnoxious resolution, the injustice of which we complain, was
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adopted by a large majority on the 17th February, 1836. Qur protest
against it was distegarded, and noteven permitted to be reap? The S
eiety, al its noxt annual meeting, instead of nullifying the proceeding
of its board of managers against us, as justice required, sanctioned their
doings. An appropriation of $5000 was voted to the American Baptis
Board f Foreign Missions, on condition that we would comply with the
resolution of 17th February, 1836, of the injustice of which we had com.
plained,and against which we entered our pratest.  But the Baptist board
firmly and unanimously resolved, not to be influenced by the considers.
tion of five thousand dollars, or any other sum, to conceal from the
nations of the earth the ordinance of baptism in an unknown tongue, be-
lieving with Paul, ¢ that hs that speaketh in an unknown tongue, speakels
not unto men, but unto God ; for no man understandeth him.! Our bre.
thren therefore concluded to adhere to the instrustions previcusly given
to their Missionaries—* to transfer ne words capable of be'ag translated
and further declared that this Board cannot, consistently and conseige.
tiously, comply with the conditions on which the appropristions are now
made, and cannot therefore accept the sum appropriated by the Board of:
Managers, of the 17th March, 1836. i

¢ Thus eut off from all participation in the funds of the Society, 01
copsistent principles—all aid ahsolutely refused to the circulation of ow
versions, except we would agree to conceal the doetrine of baptism ina
foreign tongue, while other translations of the Bible made by Ped
Baptists, in which daptézo is faithfully translated by a word that mean
to immerse, are by said Society still circulated 3 we were, therefor,
driven to the necessity of abardoning the American Bible Society. The
question now arose, shall the Baptists desert their faithful Missionaries,
avhose piety, diligence, fidelity and success in translating and <irculatisg
the divine oracles among the nations, have endeared them to our hears,
and justly entitled them to be considered among the greatest benefacton
of the human race ; or, shall we aid them in their holy work of benev-
lence, by adopting a system of operations that shall enable them topr
secute their work with renewed ardor? This wasen important crisisis
our.affairs; we felt that we needed wisdom from above; and we g
rthat to the Father of Lights our eyes and vur hearts were directed, &l
ave believehe has guided us in the path of truth and duty. A sepante
-organization for Bible operations appeared absolutely necessary to sis
tain the work which we had undertaken among the heathen, who wer
demanding the word of life. On the evening of the day that the Amen
«an Bible Saciety sanctioned the doings of their Board, in depriving usd
«our just rights, casting us off penniless, with their own treasury owe
dlowing, Daptist brethren and delegates from eleven States of the Unioy
assembled in the Oliversireet lecture raom inthe City of New York, av!
proceeted with grekt unanimity to organize THE Awesican axpFozel
Biane Sooiery.**

Buch is the account of the origin of the Society. The preamt!
2o their Constitution cught to have a wide circulation. We will giv
it to our readers entire: *'Whereas the inspired-Scriptures, the Hebr

* This accoun, sheluly sbridged, o ftom an address delivered vt o public neet
& Glasgow, by Dr. !ﬁaéluy.-—Ea. :
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of the Old Testament and the Greck of the New Testament, aire the
only authoritative Dic " . Standard, contaming tho Reveltuon of God for
the whole human tamily : And whereas the couneil of Trent, in 1546,
declares that a Latin transiation called the Vulgate, *shall be held ns
authentic, and that no one shall dare or presume to reject it under any
pretence whatever,” and the Rhemish 'Festament was translated from
the Vulgate into English, in 1582,—the translators declaring that the
Vulgate *is not only better than all other transiations, but thanthe Greek
text itself, in those places where they disagree;’ which assumptions
have been generally repudiated by all enlightened chnistans not in the
Romish church: And whereas, The American Bible Society, in 1886,
approved of the following resolution, viz, 3—

Resolved, ““* That in appropriating money for the translating, prinfing,
or distributing of the Sacred Scriptures in foreign languages, the manag-
ers feel at iberty to eacourage only such versions as conform in the
principle of their translation to the common English version ; at least so
far a3 that all the religious denominations represented in this society can
consistently use and circulate said versions m their several schools and
communities.” The remonstrants against this resolution, believing it
to be a virtual abandonment of the great principle of Protestantism,
and the adoption of that of the council of Trent, as well as a de-
parfure from the basis of the criginal compact of the Society, which
states their object to be, ¢the dissemination of the Scriptures in the re-
ceived versions where they exist, and in the most faithful where they
may be required ;* and having in vain taken every christian measure 1o
prevent its passage and enforcement, were constrained to form, provi-
sionally, in 1836 and fully to organize 1n 1837, THE AMERICAN AND
Fongiey BisLe SoCIETY: FOUNDED UPON THE PRINCIPLE, that the origi-
nals in the Hebrew and Greek are the only authentic standards of the
Sacred Scriptures; and that aid for the translating, printing, or distri-
buting of them in foreign languages, should be afforded to steh versions
anly as are conformed as nearly as pessible to the original text ; it being
understood that no words are to be transferred which are susceptible of
being literally translated.”

This is gu!%d——these are cotrect principles. And how much it would
add 14 the influence of the Baptists 6f Europe and America. to take the
same neble stand in reference to King James’ version! Why not we
have a cerrest version as well ag the Hindoo, the Burman, or the Karen ?
To give the English reader an amended version, in plain English, even
though the style of 1611 were retained, would, we are aware, subject
the Baptists to bitter opposition and much reproach ; but it would add fo
their energy, their zeaf, and all their means of usefulness in the same
preportion as it would detract from their popularity. Many of the 2ea-
lous predo rantists wwould no doubt disfellowship them, and say they were
making a ¢ new Bible ;” but it would call up the right kind of discuasion,
and such an examination of the whole controversy as would feave the
masses without excuse. You would not then see an advocate of sprink-
ling mount a baptist stand, and open & correct version of the oracles of
God! The lines would be fully drawn between those swho 1ake the Bible
#long, and those who go for the Rible and tradition.

+

Vor. 1V. N
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Bul to return. The alvocates of sprinkling for baptsm, are nat
wuntent with dépiwiog the baplisis of their rights and priviteges , thoy
<ven trample on diea own resulution, as above hinted, by farnishing aid
to circulate The Chippewa version, made by the Wesleyaa Indian, Peler
Jones, and other Judian versions, .n which they Lave translated baptiso
by a word that means to spiinkle.

Wherever they turned Jfficuitics beset them.  The drmenian version,
made as carly as the 5th, and semc say the 3d century, which taoghtm
metsiun— was su undersiood by ten millions— Las been changed by this
suciolye  The Armenion word eapressive of mmersion has been dis
placed by, Yo them, the anmuaniag word 2aptice. But whatisto be dune
with the mudern Greelk version?  The reader will bear in mind that the
present language of the Greehs differs as much from the original Greek
of the New Testament as the present Ilallan does from the Latin of Cic
cer0, of as modern English does from the ancient Saxon. But not-
withstanding this, ecclesiastical words, expressive of ordinances, &c,
are the same.  Baptizo iscf this class. The Greek christians, and indeed
all the Eastern churches, have retained the ancient ¢ mode”—immersion;
and the Greeks continug to express that ordinance by daptizo, as in anci-
enttimes. What now shall this seciety do? If they keep tn their reso-
lunion and rewin the word baptizo, untranslated, they will teach immer-
sion! {fthey displace it by another word definute or indefinite in its mean.
ing, they will violate the principle for which they cast off the Bapusts.
Wil it then be believed that to sustain sprinkling, or at all events, to
withhold their countenance from immersion, they reject the ancient dap-
t1z0, noy vernacular with the Greek, and subsutme for it a word vague
and indefinite in its meaning!!

. A winer from Piurus (Greece), Apnl 20th, 1846, says, * I was not
surprised to learn that the nauve Greek transiators had reluctanly Sub-
mutted to these changes, after a good deal of debate with the Superin-
tendent of the Briush and Foreign Bible Society. They at last deferred
10 his wishes, as he appeared to be strenuous for a dogma of his church!!”
The writer. concludes thus, ** A year or iwo will elapse ere the revised
ediion will be printed. Inthe meanwhile, I have no doubt that the Bri:
ush and Foreign Bible Society will listen to the united request of Bap-
tists and Pedo bapusts at Athens, that the original text be restoved.”
But the anticipations of Mr. Buel were not realized. The Bntsh and
Foreign Bibie Society, notwithstanding u1s piea of uniformity in transla.
tions, in making King James’ version the standard, would not retain
baptizo in the modern Greek. * In one case, another word with a dif-
ferent meaning is substituted for the vernacular, and in others the ac-
companying preposition, or other words i regimen are so translated
as to conceal or pervert us true meamng. The inference is unavoid-
able that the true cause of opposition 1s, a reluctance to alluw seriptuse
to speak for itself m the vernaculas tongues of the nauons of ihe earth,
upon one particular subject.”

. With these facis before us, brethren, what s our duty ?  If the nations
of the eatth have correct versions of God's word, they must exther obtain
them through the American and Foreign Bible Society, or by the Bible
Translation Society, similar m 1ts origin and aim. Should we form a
separate Bible Society or throw our nfluence o the American
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Cluisuan Bible Sucicty, we canld then do notliag for uther nations only
through the American and Foreign Bible Society. The path of duty 1s
plan, Although many of us are disfellowshiped by the bapusts, and
sumo of the excellent of the earth in the congregations of the Lord have
beun excluded frum the baptist churches on account of our views of the
design of baptism, yet with a magnanimity worthy the christian name
and characier, let us come up to their help i this emergency, and know
ne man in the Bible cause only as a fuithful translator and distnibutor of
the Oracles of Gud. Some among us who have been treated with the
greatest indignity, have nevertheless contributed by the thousand dollars
ala tiine, and others are actingas agents without money or price. Let their
zeal provoke many mere of usto emulation.  Should the brethren inthe
United States and these Colonics contribute but one half-penny per week,
we would pour iuto the treasury more than eighty thousand dollars per
year, which is nearly treble the sum thatall the immersionists in America
liave contributed during the last year!! Brethren, vur zeal for the Bible
should be manifested not in word only bat in deed and in truth.

w. W. E

TITE PROHUIBITED SATIRE.

Tuc following extract from a letter of M. Roussel, in the Archives du
Christianisme, will explain a very ingenious little piece of work, which
that witty controversialist has just produced, but which the government

prohibits him from publishing in France.
¢ Panis, Januvary 7, 1848,

« How unlucky lam. IfI publish a tract, I am summoned before the
kmg's aorney. If I open a place of worship, they prosccute me. If [
write a lctter to the priests, they scnd me before the grand jury.  This
ume I wished to do as little as possible for me : [ insculled a picture ;
and they refuse me license to publish it.  Here is the fact.

“ I caused the interior of a Roman Catholic Church to be engraved,
with all the apparatus of confessionals, statues, pictures, chaplets, &e.
No harm ihus far, thought I, in the eyes of our most Catholic govern-
ment. Afterward, | attached to each of these objects a Biblical sentence.
Who could complain of this without condemning himself? Nothing,
thercfure appeared tome more intocent thaga Church in which, on all
sides, is inscribed the Word of God ; the more so, because I endeavored
to put cach inseription in connexion with the objzct which it accompanied.
On the statue itself 1 engraved * Thou shalt not make unto me any
goven image.” (Ex. xx). On the picture of the Virgi~ interceding, I
put, © There is but one intercessor, namely, Jesus Chris.”  On the box
m behalf of souls in purgatery, this exclamation of St. Peter, * Thy mo-
ney perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may
be purchased with money.” The pricst saying mass, in latin, v ~iks on
these lines in the form of a stair, *¥ had rather speak five words in the
church so as to be understood, than ten thousand in an unknown tongue.”
A placarded door has for caption—A mandate concerning Lent,and for
the order. * Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, eat, asking no question
from scruple of conscience.”™ Further the tariff of prices, which is this,
“Freely ye have received, freely give.,” At the other cxtreme, a man
' counting his beads, knccling on a bench, on which 1s this inscription,
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“ Whea ye pray, use nat yain repeitions, as the henthions do.” The 1,
hernacle contining somo dozenof Jesus Christs, presents an its door
these swords of the Saviour, “If any man say wato you, Lo, hore iy
Chrigt, helieve him not.” # Whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things,” Byt thisI imagine will be suffigient
to give you an idep of mf engraving, and to show youy that my passages
are well chosen. I shall even awn to you, that I have the weakness 1o
look upon my work as a Jittle chef-dleuver, .. '

¢ Well, swould you helieve it? The engraving, containing but the
simple interior of a church, and some spntences from the Bible, was noy
allowed to be published £'—Pratesiant Unjonist. .

_ THE BIBLE FOR THE WORLD.
Discourse d efore g Amstse Fore Wie Socsery, HNing
A Bt B sl s mersan and Eerar, Bue Soccn s i
Tho Field is the Watld.—Matt. xijt. 38.
?f'zg Seig iz thg T}V?orddof (g{)?l.-fltakasviii. 1. s
* ® ® Tnsworld is overrun with evil. Its moral soll 1s charged
with the most viciuas eiements, and everywhere, from the equator to the
poles, iniquity flourishes, ripens, and scatters its posonous frute  Not-
withstanding all that bas been done for nearly sixty centares, 4 13 still
true, with very limited excepnons, that ** the whole world Lieth inths
wicked one.” oo
The Son of God propases to redeem the entire field from the power of
moral evi., and to remove from stihe blightof the curse,and to cultivate,
in every zone, on eyery cununent and sland, the fruits of nghteousness,
He has purposed that  ihe earzh shall be filled muk the glory of the Lord,”
that his actual dominion shall be co-extensive with bis right; and thathe
will never rest until the globe, fully recovered feom the effects of the
apostaey, shall become as obedient 10 his moral, as 1w ever has been to his
physicat rule. * He shall not fuil nor be discouraged, il ke have 50
Judgment in the earth,” .
If such be not his determination, then has he, n a thousand positivp
assurancgs, decsived us, and inten thousand aathorized inferences, msled
us ;—then are the movemenis and aspects of his providence ail deiasive;
—then has he commanded us to co-operate with himt in respect to an
object syhich he does not intend to accomplish ;—then 15 the gaspel, which
he has bidden us to preach to every ereature, a stupenduns fraad, and
the bibls, which he has required us to dissemunate in all lands, o compic
lation of falsehoods. .
¢ Thefield,” says the great Hushandmao—** the field which 1 design
to clear of every thing noaious, aud 1o cultivate for myself aod my <hosen
—is the wprld.® He coptemplates nothing less than the zegeneration
of the enfire terriiory. Its mosi inuracrable wiids be wiil thorong ly
subdue ; its proud eminences he. will lovel; sis dejected portions he will
elevate ; its pestiferous morasses he will dran ; .u1s deserts he will gover
with verdure ; and, over the whole surface, by. a million chanaels, ke
wifl distribute the fertilizing waters of the river of God.. * 2
* Tagscedy™ he declaves— the seed which T furnish to-fhy servants,

’
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and which I roquire them to scitter generously over the whole field—is
the word of God.” The bible, the whole bible, is the instrument by
which the world’s renovation is to be achieved.

Need I delay a moment to comimend to your adm.irdtion the appropri-
ateness and the dignity of these ogpressive metaphors :—* The field is
the world—the sead is the word of God.” By the one, we arcaided toa
grand conception. We see ata glance that the field which is to be par-
utioned among tive laborers and cultivated for Christ, is nothing less than
the whole area of present and future humanity. By the other, we dis-
cover the means through which the rooted evifs of that field are to be dis-
placed, and the whole territory converted into a moral Eden. How
magnificent the enferprise!  How simple the instrumentality!  How
powerful the unseen agency that can, by such means, execute such a
purpose ! Truly, here are the elements of an unsurpassed sublimity !

The idea that the wurd of God is seed, is richly suggestive. 1f 1t s
seed, then it includes within itself an energy beyond that of truth—even
rmportant truth-—just as there i in seed, apart from all its matetial gua-
liies, a_vital principle, which favorable influences may evuive into a
thousand forms of beauty and profit. ¢ The words whick I speak unto
you,” says Christ, ¢ they are seirir, and they are tare,” If 1t is sced,
then isit perfect in itself, and cannot by any process be improved, fot it
contains the germ of holiness, to which nething can be added, and from
which nothing can be abstracted without irreparable damage. ltisthe
“incoyruptible seed . . . . . which liveth and abideth for ever” I
t is seed, then must it be deposited in the soil for which it is designed,
and that, unquestionably, by humdn agency. It is the ingrafted or planted
word [emphuton logon] that developes itself in the salvationof the soul. * *

1. The Bible is needed by the world,

This, you will say, is an admitted truth. Doubtless, to some extent, it
1505 but T would respectfully inquire whether, if it be adnitted in theory,
15t not quite extensively anu most unequivoeally denied in practice ?
What value does the common sense of mankind attach toan admission in
word, which is daily contradicted in action, oreven by inaction ? Adop-
ting the apostolic rule for determining the reality and n.easure of faith,
29;{ n;umy, think ye, truly and strongly believe that the world needs the

ible ?

_ The proposition, it is readily conceded, may require no proof. Its truth
1s quite 8s obvious to every cousiderate mind, as that the world needs the
sun, the atmosphere, the prineiple of gravitation. Besides, we have the
proof conclusive in the simple fact that God has given the bible to-the
world. He does nothing that is unnecessary. He supplies want.

But, though proof may be needless, an exhibition of a few illustrative
thoughts may not be a gratuitous service. Qur minds are subject to so
many countsrvailing influences, as that they do not retain the full convic-
tion of this truth, without an occasional recurrence to the facts from which
s a valid induetion. The impression made by a former survey of the
world’s character, condition, and destiny, becomes faint and indistinct,
sad, unless the process be repeated, and the picture retouched, it soon
fades away and is forgotten.

We occupy, al this hour, an elevated point of observation. The field
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of wut vision is b wurld.  Louk abroad vver as®peopled surfavu——ny
purest and 1o fuulest portivus—and, wath the Light ol eternuy shuning fun
and ¢lear upon th scene,. indicate to me the tribe, the fumily, the indivi.
*dual, that does ot aeed de.bible. Where is the'persun who dues nut
need i furinfurmaiive upup quesiwns. of viwl impurtasce w hiscuwy
welfarce—questivos which o other buk can answes!  Wheroe istihe.
man whusoe charagier » such asthathe nveds aut-the saactflying officacy
of revenied icuth 7 Where fives the humina being, whiatsvor hus advance.
ment in otellectunl aad mural culiaty, whiv way ‘sube rendered more
iteiligent and more huly by the influence of the word of Gud 2 If-you
can specify such aq pne,wil us, where this side of heaven, he. has ki
home? Whatishisoame. Whathegencalvgy . Aro you the pursons
Can you dispense wauh ihe bilie?  Have you avquired hauwiedgo.upon
spiritual‘subjects sufficisu fus all yout puspuses! Is your path of duy.
su Juminuus,-as-thay ;yuu go dute aeed the word as a ladp anto you
feet? Have:you made such aiiainments i huliness, as-hai the scrips
«utes can 0o lunget halp youlurwaid ia the pursuit of heaven? Have
you-edvanced so far * through much v dduluion,” as diai you hgve go
further.occasion for :he. promises of grace ?

Just suppose Jhe. vut cyuntey - wes suddinly and completcly<deprived
of the word-of T_d, Lei ihé sacrd vulune be biotied out of the lan.
guagesahare spoken,_and all its-truths be effaced, not only.n{rom "our me.
mories, but from every hook and.manuseript ; and:all its influchces. be
withdrawn from-out titerature, our social condition, cus jurisprudenée, dur
mechapical:improvements,, our civi! ingtitations, our-hahits. of economic
lifs. ‘Take away a!l that it has done for yyomen, for children, for the de
mestjc-relations, for the sick, the aged, the.poor, the. sailor, the prisoner,
the dehtor, the creditor. Let not a trace of bible influence:-temain ugon
the slightest portion of American matter 5r American-mind. And-what
have you lone ? The-Sabbath is discontinued ; every-place of -¢hiristian
worship is abolished ; every christian-church is dishanded ; myriads-of

useful books are destroyed ; & thousand humane institations are oblite -

rated ; ‘God ceases to be known ; darkness that :may-be felt-enwraps the
land.! Imagine the results of such a process, and answer the questivn—
Does:America need. the bible ?

Estimale, if you can, al! that the werd of God has.done for Ehg!and-'-

lofty, noble, powerful. England. Then suppose that all the effects,of di
vine revelation -could be at once éxiracted from her character-and,con
dition, and yoa have before you a picture of England’s dependence
upon the bible. ) . L

Look at:the papal.naticns, and by how. much you find them:in.advance
of the pagan.world, by sc much do you find thero under. the influence of
bible truth ; and by how much you find.them inferios to protestant coun-
tries, by’ so much may you know thein.tc be defective in a-knowledge of
God’sword  What do the papal millions need'so-much as an-open:bible
and a free conscience.? They are what they are~—the victims of the
foulest.of all conspiracies—because the word of God is withheld from
them ; and their system is what it is—the chief nuisance of earth—be.
vause it suppresses heaven’s truth.

Does not-the Mobammedan world necd the Bible ¢ Compare with &
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iwir Koran, and answer'the question.  Study well lle character, and
antiwipale the destiny of the false prophet’s disciples, and answer the
question.

Shall 1 inquire if the pagan world needs the Lible? Ifow derse the

loom that haags lihe a pull over the coaditivun and prospects of us
$00,000,000!  What bu tho Light of ruvelation can dispel those shades,
and gild the futuie of these immortals with the radiance of hope ¢

Where, in either hem splere, are the children of Adam, who do not
need those lively oracles ¢ Do you find them in America or Europe ,
w Asia or Africa ; in Auitralia or Polynesia, or any others of the sea-grt
sles?  Are they in the rural distriets, thiuly inhaluted , or in the crowded
narts of commerce ? M issionaries of the cross, ye have surveyed large
portions of the carth, and seen human nature in a variely of aspects,
iell us, does the world ne:d the bible?  flave you ever met with the in-
dvidual, on the lund or oa tae decp, who could find his way to heaven
withoutit? Have you discovered any thing in Cofucianism,or Boodlusm,
or Brahminism, or Mohaminedanisni, or Puseyism, that 1s a subsutute
for the bible> What bui the doctrines of divine revelation can furmsh
to man, the world over, a stable basis of confidence? Wha but its pre-
cepts can direct him in duty’s path 2 What but its promuses can sooth
him under the griefs and irritations of his migrimage, and kindle hope
of brighter scenes in a better land ?

2 The Bible is adapted to the World.

Having proved this, we. mfer the divinty of its origin. Taking for
granted the divigity of its origin, we infor the wruth ot this proposition.
If God has given us a revelation, it must, of necessity, be such as the
world needs. All investigation confirms the validity of the imnference.
The 1nore we know of the moral wants of the world, and the more tho-
rough our acquaintance with the bible, the deeper 1s our conviction that
the bible is suited to the. ruce in every age, clime, and condition.

It is adapted to man as he is—an apostate, corrupt, ignorant, erring,
exposed, guilty, suffering, doomed creature. It supplies wants for which
there is no other provision in the universe.

The word of God impaits information, definite, explicit, certain, such
as the world needs ; answering inquiries upon the most important of all
subjucis—inquiries whick must be answered, or the human mind has no
rest or peace. ls there un ciernal God? What are his atinbutes?
Whence originated man? lIs he immortal? How was moral evil -
wroduced into the world? What cffect has it upon man’s destiny ?
How can a sinner besaved > What are the duties which we owe to God
and our fellow men 2 Will there bea resurrection and a final judgment?
Where shall [ be—awhat shall I be, when the heavens and the earth are
1o more ?

When I perceive such men as Socrates and Cicero considering these
subjects, laboring after the wruth, feeling their way in the dark over quag-
mires, or following the dancing phosphoresence that

+¢ Leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind,"”

1 exclaim, O that they could have had at least Moses and the prophets.
t have sctiled for them a few priare guestions respecting whieh they
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had no established counvictions, and were ever, to the L our of hie.
tha victims of doubt and coujecture ! And when I read of .2 muinform
contrivances of the present race of pagans to propitiate thei i.naginary
deities, and thus reiieve their consciences of burdensome guilt; whea |
sge them resoxting to self-inflicted cruelties as a means ef cxpistion and
spiritual culture, I would fam ask the church of God, why these deluded
milliors arc not supplied with that book which informs of a better sacrifice,
and a surer mode of preparation for {uture glory 7 Why not give then
one sentence from the lips of Jesus, ** Come unto me, all ye é7u¢z labor
and, are heavy laden, and I will give yourest 1’

The bible is the divinely appointed "instrument of human salvation.
By it the dead in sin are quickened, and by it the process of gracs is
carried forward in the soul. Hence it is styled “ the word of wLiFs,”
for by it spiritual vitality is commenced, sustained and perfected. As,
therefore, all are by nature spiritually dead, this instrument of spiritual
animation is adapted to all.

'The bible supplies— what all mankind need—an authoritative standard
of appeal in relation to both doctrine and practice. It is the source from
which the religious teacher is required toderive his instructions, and it is
the test by which every heareris permitted to try those instructions. L
contains nothingexclusive, nothing of private interpretation, Iis teachungs
are not esoteric and exoteric. It 1s adapted to one class equally with
another., It furnishes truths suited to every giadation of intellect. I
has shoals for the minnow, and depths for the leviathan; fathomable
portioas, where the cemmon mind may go down and gather pearls, and
profound abysses, where Gabric! may heave his lead and find no
soundings.

‘The human mind is desirous averywherc of penetraung the future,
and cannot be satisfied without some acquaintance with things that shall
be. In this respect, the bible is adapted to the world, for it supplesa
universal want.  Other books chronicle the past.  Like the stern-lights
of a ship, the radiance which they throw falis only o the world’s frothy
wake. But the bible,

¢t Most wondrous Book® Star of Eternity :”

flings its illuminations far into the future. A Drummond light on the
hiils of holiness, shining far down through ages of spiritual midnight, ns
beams pierce the densest gloom, irradiating the path of the homeward
bound, and revealing on distant shores a glory to come.

( To be Continyed. )

PERSECUTING SPIRIT OF ROMANISM.

Many Bible advocates suppose that the light of science has dispossessci
Rome of her persecuting spirit. It has doue so only as it has ercated 1
the mind of the Romanist doubts of the church’s infallibulity. The mind,
that can so far lose its native wndependence, as 1o yield iiself to the un-
questioning control of u fellow monal, or to any body of men assuming
mfaliibility imust necessarily be fil'ed with enmuty towards all who questvn
such arrogance. Bulsuch, howevey, is the boldness of sowc Ronan dig-
nitaries, that they, m the must unqualificd manno, deny that the Romish
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vhurch ever persecuted ooy on egeoent of religious difforenves!!  Facts
aie stubborn things. We have before us in the Journal of Commerce, a
brief account of the persccution of 600 Frowestant Porwguese. ‘They
are now in the West India island of Trinidad. They. were impnsoned by
the Romish church at Madeira. Their ouly crime was reading the Bibje,
and renouncing the aathority of the church of their fathers, * Among
e number isa Mrs. Alves, her husbaad, children and sistes.  Mrs. A.
was sentenced to suffer death by the Papal Court of Madeira because she
would not say that the wafer in the bands of the Priest, was Gon, She
and her sister were confimed about three years in the dungeons of Ma-
dera.”  ‘These poor persecuted people were at last released from their
prison only on condition th=tthey wouid forcver ieuve their native country
—their own delightful, beautiful isle. They have found in Trinidad an
asylum from persecution, but are suffering greaily by a chaage of cli-
mate, and the great difficulty they fird in keeping togethor so as to be
asie to enjoy the social worship of God. Being poor they have to seek
employment,and this throws them into the society of the dissoluie,and scat-
ters them. They look abroad for aid. They desire to remain in each
others society under the ministry of Mr. De Silva, one of their number.
Efforts are being made to procure for them a settlement iu the United
Staws, where they may continue in each others seciety. Mr. De Silva
suys in behalf of his persecuted suffering flock : ** 1 do not ask for money,
but for land. I ask what God has given to man that he might earn his
Lread by the sweat of his brow. Our people are mechanics and farmers,
sirtuous and industrious; they will soon rejoice in abundance, for they
hate vice and leve virtue,”

We shell anxiously look for intelligence from these people. While
so many Romanists are pouring into America, such Protesiants as these
sheuld receive aid that they may take part in the diffusion of bible know-
ledge among the ignorant millions who are settling the fertile plains of
the West. Money for them~—to enable them to accomplish their purpose
may be remitted to M. De Moite, Esqlire, 150 Nassau Street, New Yitk.

W. W, B,

Pavine nixe a Sinver.—Several years ago, in North Carolioa, whers
itis not customary for the tavernkeepers to charge ministers any thing for
lodging and refreshments, a preacher presumingly stopped a1 a tavern
one evening, made himself comfortable during tire might, and in the
morming entered the stage without offering to pay for his accommoda-
tions 1e landlord scon came running up to the stage, and said;
“There is some one in here tliat has not settled his bill.”?  The pas-
sengers all said they had, but the preacher; who said, he had understood
that he never charged ministets anything.  What! you a miuister of
the gospel—a n1an of God "—cried the innkeeper. *f Youcame to .1y
house last night-—you sat down at the teble without asking a blessing—
Tt you up 10 your rooms, and you went to bed without praying to your
maker—(for I staid there unti! you wete undressed)--you rosg and
washed without prayer, and ate your breakfast without giving thanks ;
and as you caime into my houss like a sinner, and ais and drank like a
siper, you have got to pay like e sinner.”— Witness of Truth.
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TO THE BAPIISI MINISTERS OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOT1A.—~No. 4.

GenLeMen—Tn my last | alluded to the fact, that some if not many
of your mumber, lude propagated sentiments similar w those which par-
veularly distinguish the disciples of Jesus Christ—sentiments, en account
of which, we have been the most opposed bv you. Do any question
this?  Then &t your next association, quarterly meeting, &c., give your
altention to thesv of your aumber who Jabor in places where the ques-
tions of difference between us have been agitated. If their prayers,
teachings, and exhortations, in a majority of instances, do not matesially
differ from the siandard of urthoduxy in the denomination, I will confess
1 am mistaken, and that common report has deceived me. These, your
fellow laborers, are amony your most useful and highly honored. You
all hold sweet fellowship with them. Why then are not all immersed
believers held in the same christian esteem ?  Why not seek our fellow-
ship and ce-operation ?  Itis the duty of the larger and more influential
bodies to make overtures to the smaller. If it is not the duty, it is certainly
in better keeping with general usages, and more consonant with the
etiquette of society ! 1say again, I have not a doubt that, you have
many most respectable members in your fraternity who hold and“ro-
pagate sentimenis farther removed from ydur standard of orthodoxy than
even your humble servant! Why then do we differ and form two com-
munions 2 1 answer; there is on2 6rEAT obstacle in the way, and [ af-
fectionately ask youto remove it. It is the name apTist! It is atrite
saying, often uttered with a sneer: “ What's in 2 name !I” but there is
ancther as old, and its truth more obvious :-——* The world is governed by
names.”  Few, not conversant witls religious societies in general, have
any idea of the potency of distinctive names. You know their power,
gentlemen. I need not write an essay to remind you of the fact that the
only apparent diffcrence beiween mang societies is their names! Who
among the masses can tell the difference between the Burghers and
Anti-Burghers, the church of Scotland and the free-church, the Synod of
Ulster and the reformed Presbyterian chureh, &c. Here are some sixor
seven different denominations, that a Doctor of Divinity can barely make
apparent the points on which there is a shade of disagreemeat; and yet
they have shut their churches, school houses, and even dwellings upon
each other ; and judging from the spirit manifested on some occasions
they would shut heaven itse!f if they couldt! And yet the masses differ
only ia name. The same may be said of other denominations. And
what is most singular—the more nearly the ministry of many denomina-
tions agree the more violently they oppose cach other! If we could
agree on one point we would soon be onc peoplc on all practical poiats.
1 say we, I mean all immersed believers, But this one point is of great
practical utility. For it, great sacrifices must be made ; yet reason, re-
velation, the prosperity of the chusch, and the conversion of sinners, all
demand it. Itis well expressed in the language of the cclebrated Wes-
ley : “ Would to Ged; that all party names, and unscriptural phrases
and forms, which have divided the christian world were forgotten ; and
that we migiit all agree to sit down together as humble, loving disciples,
2t the feet of our common Masted, 1o hear lus wotd, to imbibe hi= spint,
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and to transcribe his life in our own.” ‘This, géntlemen, is all that is
needed to make the world one bedy of loving brothren. Now this cer-
lainly is very desirable. Who canobject to it?  Who of your number
ubjects o this basis of union and co-operation ¢ I any, speak, for hum
fave I offended ! My dear sivs: when you wili agree neither to preach
nor to practice without a thus saith the Lord, and thus it is written, either
ia express terms or in approved precedent, you will have taken the only
rational and consistent ground for the union of all the disciples of our
common Lord and Master. To make a personal application of this sen-
timeut 1 appeal to your consciences, my friends. Suppose that in one
of the churches over which you have the pastoral charge there shall oc-
cur a difficulty on sume doctrinal point, and each party would zealously
contend, as they always do in such cases, that they were :ihe true church,
that they occupied the true ground as Baptists. How wouud this questier
be decided ? If one of the psiues decided and proved that they had
consistently practised according to baptist usages, and were willing to
pledge themselves before God and the world that they would never teach
tor practice only in accordance with the Baptist Articles of Faith, winle
the other party would say we care not for the articles so long asour faith
corresponds with the oracles of God, would you not unanimously decide
that the former party was right, and exclude the latter. Would you not
accree that the real test of & true baptist church was the reception of * our
articles 2 Would not teaching contrary to them constitute your best
members heretics?

Now tle ground proposed is such that youcan make an application of
the above. There exists several parties among immersiontsts, It is
desirable that all the real disciples of Jesus Christ among them shouid
form one communion. On what ground can we meet each other hono-
rably without sacrificing the truth? You held out your pame and your
articles of belief, The Free Christian Baptists of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, have recently issued some thousand copies of their system of
faith and practice, somewhat in imitation of yours, and that is spread out
as the bond of unien. To speak against that 1s a crime of greater mag-
nitude than to uppose the ordinances of the Bible. Now, to unite with
citber party I must adop. an unscriptural name, and thus dishonor Chrisi
and I must pledge myself 1o sustain a creed that I know not but that ad-
ditional instruction from God’s word may prove false to-morrow. No
sirs—the ground we proposc is the only safe and henorable foundation ;
and it is one on whick every loyal citzen of King Jesus has already
pledged himself to stand—the Beble anxp the BisLe ONLY. If you will
nuw take the same means to tiy a true church of Christ that you do to
try the true party in & bapust church what will be your decision? 'The
party that pledges itself neither to teach nor to practice contrary to the
creed is the true congregation of Jesus Christ. I have no disposition to
boast of our devotion to the truth, much less of our zeai for God and the
conversion of our fellow men; but we are most solemnly pledged before
God and man that we will feack no docirine, thai we will ask no one to
belicve any thing whick we cannot express in the words of the Holy Spi-
rit. wc will ask no one fo practice what we cannot show plainly, was
cither commanded or practised by the Apostles and the New Testamend
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Christians. Your own practical admissions declare that we sre right !
But perhaps you are ready to say, * this is the ground we have already
taken as bapusts. We nenther teach nor practico contrary to the Divine
record,”  With all who have the courage te take this ground we are
aiready united ! Butis it a fact that any of you have openly taken thig
noble stand ?  Have you dote so prpctically 2 Why then call yourselves
baptists 7 You teach, and teach truly, that to baptize is to immerse.
Are all bapusts immersers?  You say it is not lawful for any but those
who have been ordained by the mposition of hands fo adnintster the or-
dinance. Then there cau be no more bantists than ordained ministers |
if alt the enemies you have in chnstendom should call your entire bro-
therhood immersers, und persist in doing so; would you, therefore, so
designate yourseives ? Most assuredly not.  Why then practice such
an inconsistency ¢ You continue to call yourselves by a name which
expresses the same idea. Do you say again, ‘ What's in a name.”
It is the watch word for division and dwunion. Hear what your good
brother John Bunyan said about the name baptist ; “ I know none,” says
he, ““to whom that title is so proper as to the disciples of John. And
since you would kiow by what name 1 would be distinguished from
others, I tell you, I would be, and I hope I am, a Christian; and choose
if God should count me worthy, to be called a Christian, a Belicver, or
other such name which is approved by the Holy Ghost. Ana-baptists,
Independents, Presbyterians, or the like, I conclude that they came nei-
ther from Jerusalem, nor from Auntioch, but rather from Heli and Babylon,
for they naturally tend to divisions. You may know them by their
fruits.” It would not do for me to use language so plain in addressing
you; but as Bunyan occupies a place so conspicuous in your libraties,
and as his principal works have receatly been incorporated in the Bagptist
library by some of your most prominent men, it will give no offence, {
trust, if [ adopt Buuyan’s words as fully expressive of my own convic-
tions of the danger, absurdity, and impiety of all such uvascriptural, un-
awhorized designations. This was one of the most successful devices of
Satan in Corinth to stop the work of God. So soon as they began to say,
I am for Paul, and I for Apolles, 2ad I for Cephas, the cause of truth was
aiastand.  Paul charged them on this very account with being carnai,
aund walking as men.  And, in another epistle, he teaches that the * car-
nal mind is enmity to God, is not subject to his law, neither indeed can
be.” How great the sin of forming parties upder human leaders. If
sinful to call ourselves for Paul, or Peter, or Apolles, how much more
sinful to be called for John the Baptist, Calvin, Luther, Wesley, or any
other name however great and good. )

The church of God is the bride, the Lamb’s wife. In writing to the
churchgin Rome, Paul says, ¢ youare become dead to the law by the body
of Christ, that you might be married to another, even to him awho is raisad
from the dead, that you mmght bring forth fruit unto God.” The bride
should be known by her husbund’s uame and no other. What would be
said of that lady who would place before her husband’s name that of ane-
ther—a favorite poet, or orator, or other distinguished citizen! Permit
me therefore, my friends to remind you that our God isa “ jealous Ged.”
£ our hearts are so much placed upon others as to prefer their names to
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that of the Great Master, we shall not please hum. [ ask you then,
agin to consider whether the cause of God and humanity does not call
upon you to renounce all * party names,” and unzcriptural phrases and
Jorms, and thus do all in yeur power for the union of all who prove by
their submission to God’s word that they love Jesus Uhrist in sincerity
and in truth.  ‘That this may be the cuse [ most apxiousty desire. That
all the disciples of Jesus Christ may be one is the comstant prayer of
your humble servant. W. W. E.

P

PRINCIPLE.

In this age of the world, when expediency seems to have taker the
place of principle, and when professors of chnistianity appear 1o perform
their duties only to such an extent as they do not interfere with their re-
lasions to the things of time and sense, or do not bresk i upon their
seifish enjoyment of the comforts of this life, it ennnot not be unin-
teresting nor unprofitable to those who are seeking to be conformed to the
wnage of the Lord Jesus Christ~—who are * standing in the way, and in-
quiring for the old paths”—~to refex to the volume of inspiration, and find
what its teachings are with reference to eur dulies ns christiana, We re-
joice in the knowledge of the fact that we are participants in the benefits
of the shed blodd of the Redeemer—~that in his glorious uprising as the
“Bun of Righteousness,” the ald dispensetions with their indistinct sha~
doewings of coming glory—their cumbrous ritnal and irkseme require-
ments—were merged and last; but we may still listen to the Apostle as
he impresses upon the minds of his ehristian brethren the truth——that the
conduct of those “ holy men, who lived and walked with God” under the
previous dispensations, was designed for our example on whom ** the
ends of the world arecome;” and that innsmueh as they obeyed the
dictates of Jehovah, they are worthy eur close study and careful imitstion.
Holding up to the view of the Church the characters of a long list of an-
eient worthigs, he expatiates on the numerous trinmphs they were enabled
to obtain over every difficulty which beset them, by their firm attachment
to the God of their Fathers ; he tells of their zen) and devotion, and ex-
horlsus, seeing that we are surrounded with so greata cloud of witnesses,
to “run with patience the race that is set before us.” Seeing then that
these men are designed for our imitation, we may select from the
brillia1t array one whose character affords us a profitable consideration,
viz.: Abraham, the typical father of all who believe ; and whose one
act of gbedience must stand prominently out before the Chureh unto 2l
time. He was subjected.to a irial, the like of which has not been re-
quired since. The patriavch, long childless, had been unexpeetedly and
mireculously blessed in his old age by an heir, who was promised as the
first of 2 multitude of descendanis countless as the starry host of heaven.
Who can imagine the depih of love which the father felt for thisson of
promise ; and who ean describe the feelings with which he heard the
voice of God command him to destroy that son—to immoiate him tpon
Mount Moriah 2 But however deep his anguish might have been, be he-
sitated not to obey the command—nay, he so hasted on his miserable er-
rand, that he “ rose up early in the morning” in order to the accom-
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plishmeut of God’ purpose; and it was not until the sacrificial hfe
was extended over the head of [sane, that the Almighty convinced of his
faith, called to him from heaven, saying “ Lay not thine hand upon the
lad.” These were blessed words which, dispelling his grief, restored to
his love his only son-—a meet reward for his prompt obedience.

This incident in the life of the patriarch is offered to us (christians)
for our consideration ; and we can gather from it this important truth—
that God requires of his servants in every age of the world, a cheerfyl,
an unhesitating obedience to his requirements, irrespective of all selfish
considerations. Professors of christianity, who shrink from the perform.
ance of their duties through timidity, und those who cavil and doubt as
to the good eflects resulting from the performance of a plainly incuicated
duty, would do well to study this act of Abraham, and mark his conduct
in this particular. We have heard christians express themselves as
willing to endure the severest death for the cause of Cod; and at the
same lime we have seen them neglect or shrink from the performance
of simple duties, calculated 1o advance the glory of God and build up his
cause in their midst. The object of a christian should be to obtain a the-
rough knowledge of his duty iu ...s station in the church, and pexform
that duty because he is so commanded in the oracles of God: not by
fitful starts and impulses, but with a calm and determined conviction that
such a course is required of him as a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ—
# conviction which gaining more strength as each appointed duty is dis.
charged, however smali, would enable him if the exigency of the times
demanded it to endure persecution, even to the death, for the cause of God.

Aamnongst the disciples, we meet a numerous class who, destitute of a
fixed principle of duty, are zealous for the upbuilding of Zion only as the
impulse seires them. These may be compared to the boreal gleams
that Hght the northern sky with fantastic splendour ; but as we gaze and
admire their brilliancy, change, and fade, and die. On the other hand,
the christian from p inciple may be compared to the never-changing orb
of day, whose influence is unceasingly felt, and whose vivifying power
is seen and acknowledged in its grateful effects. Certain it is, thatif
we expoct to accomplish any thing for the advancement of the cause of
¢ pure and undefiled religion before God”—if we look to the formation
of that character which will abide .

. ¢ When gems, and monuments, and erowns,
Have meulder’d down to dust”—
we must learn to regard his service as the first duty of our lives, evory
thing else occupying a subordinate capacity. Like faithful Abraham,
we must offer up our dearest treasure on earth, if our heavenly interests
require it; nor in the face of a plain command, stand cavilling for a
moment. The people of the world are (theoretically) well acquainted
with the duties required of the professor of christianity, and unless they
can trace a strong aud distinct parallel between our profession and our
practice ; unless they observe that, actuated by the spirit of our Master,
we deny ourselves of ** all ungodliness and worldly lusts”—we can never
induce them to engage with us in the service of God. If they listen to
our professions of zeal and devotion——and find thut we content our
selves with mere words. and forget those professions, when occaei™

)
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demands that we shoufd act according 10 them, how can we expect tom-
fluence them for goed. Surely we cannot. [t would be a hopeless 1ash :
our solicitations would pass by them us the * udig wind”—as words
without meaning.

The want among christians of the present day 1s this action from
principle, and nat from convenience or impulse ; and in order 1o the due
appreciation of our privileges as ** sons and daughters of the Lord Al-
mighty,” and the duties required of us in our high and holy calling, we
must seek 1o be acquainted with the truth revealed 1 the word of God.
Ignorance of the glorious plan of salvatior will subject us to the effect of
every fanciful impulse, render us powerless for the accomplishment of
gocd, and leave us weak and fearful advocates of the cause. Ap ace
quaintance with the design of christianity will, on the contrary, while we
practise its precepis, put us in the situation that we may speak with
boldness to a gainsaying world. Ignorant of the design of the mission of’
the Lord Jesus Christ, the few fishermen of Galilee, who had gathered
round him and folluwed bim in all his journeyings—had listened to his
teachings, and saw the miracles which he did—deseried thewr Master onr
the first appearance of danger. lIn the words of the Eivangelisi, when
the soldiers came out to take him, and lead him to the judgment hall of
Pilate as a common felon, * they ali forsook im and fled.” But when
the promised Comforter hud descended upon them from heaven—when
their minds were irradiated with the knowledge of the demgn of his suf-
{erings and death, maik the contrast: we find those poor, wea',, ilhterate
individuals, standing before the Jewish dignitaries, and in the f ce of per-
secution and death enunciating the noble sentiment, * We ought to obey
God rather than man.” And this would be the result now from « close
perusal of the word of God. Convinced of our duty as christians, we
should act from priuciple and not from impulse ; and in the face of over-
whelming opposilion, dare to do right because God requiresit. We
should perform every duty in his fear, and so the cause of God would go-
on triumphantly.  We should see a high aud a noble principle actuating
the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ; they would meet their duties
fuirly, and perform them cheeifully, and the progress of the gospel
would bz unparalleled. If there vass close study of the word of God,
we would sce s action from principle pervading all the churches of
Christ, and its effects would be visible in the closer union among the
disciples—~—in a desire, when the well-being of the cause required it, to
cast all small, selfish considerations away, and become self-denying
christians for the sake of Him who once said, “ Yeare my friends if ye
do whatsoever I command you.” Contrasted with impulsive action—a
calm and enlightened discharge of duty is calculated 10 give the mdivi-
Jual christian a noble dignity of character. Despising the sordid consi-
Jerations of time and sense, he acts with reference to his cternal iate-
rests, and all things earthly weigh but as a feather m comparison with
these. His principle will sustain him amid the annoyances and beset.
ments from those ** who are without”—ever the auendants of & proper
licharge of christian duty in this world; and conscious of his integnity
he will calmly mcet his laiter end—nor shrink amid the fierce agony of
e death-hour. He will not draw back waveringly whea the cold waves



192 T{L CHRISTIAN,

of Jordan are nppling around his feet, but resign himself 1o the *“ mes.
senger which Jesus send.” as calmly as he, who at eventide, when
wearied with the toils of the day—

“ Wrapsa the drapery of his couch about him,
And lies down to pleasant dreams.”
8¢, Jokr, ¥, B. 1848, . Sitas.

SUCCFSS OF THE GOSPEL.

Since our last synopsis of ecclesiastical’'uews, three or fourexchanges
from the West report more”than SIXTEEN HUNDKaD ADDITIuNS——Irophics
of the re-proclamiation of the Ancient Gospel. Several immersions also
reported in Coruwallis, Liverpool and Halifax, Nova Scotia.  May tliey
alf add to their faithall the graces of Thristianity, that there may be richly
ministered to them an entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

{G™ Evoer Jamss Farquuarson, Agentof the American and Fo.
reign Bible Society, is now on a visit to Nova Scotia and New Bruans-
wick, for the purpese of receiving the free-will offerings of those who
desire to send the Bible to the Heathen. We particulorly commend
him to the attention of all our readers and friends, rot only as a faithful
Bible Agent, but as a consistent teacher of its sacred contents.

W, W. E.

Lerrers Recervep.—J. Buchanan, Esguire, C. MMillan, G. E. Bar.
naby (2), J. M:Donald, J. Knox, D. Crawford, C, Dealtry, J. Mitchell,
D). Kellum and G. Garraty.

TRUST IN THE DEITY.

FroM whence my sonl those doubts and fears,
Why art thou thus dismayed ?

Does not thy God regard thy tears,
Why then art thoun afraid?

God is thy author and thy shicld,
And thee with gnardian care

ke safely keops—then gladly yield
Thyself to tlim in Prayer.

What tho' rnde storms in madness rage
And space with darkness fill’

'Tis He their fary can agsuage-—
"Tws Gop can say ““be still.”

His power upholds eternal suns,
His skill directs their course;

The love that through creation rune,
From Him derrves its source.

Through space he rales with sovereign sway,
T'I‘?ien trost in Hduln alone;

'o Him my soul thy homs, v

And worghip at hfs throngf) P

He’s ever nigh to hear the voice,
Of such as on him call :
Ix Nature’s Gop LET ALL REJGICE,
For Hz pravipes for st VALENTINE.




