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Prince Albert Victor, heir presumptive to the British throne,
atiained his majority on Thursday, the S$th nst.  The event
was celebrated throughout England with public demonstrations.

Of making many baoks therc is no end.  The number pub-
liched in England last year is said to buve been 6,373—
theological, 724 ; juvenile, 603 ; fiction, 408. Books on art
and science show a great increase over 1883. :

Some of the achievements of Mr. Stewart Cumberland in
mind reading are extraordinary, if we may trust current reports.
One of his latest exploits is said to have been to mark out on
a map of Africa the exact route which Mr. Stanley, the
explorer, had determined in his own mind to follow, on his
next visit to the dark continent.  In this he is said to have been
perfectly successful, of course under the usual conditions in
1cgard to contact, ete. with the subject of the cxperiment.

Should the recent discoveries of coal at Crowfuot Crossing
and at other points in the Nonhwest Territories, fulfil the ex-
pectations raised, and especially shou!d any of it prove a real
anthracite, one of the hardest problems in regard to Canada’s
great western heritage will be solved.  There 1s no doubt that
in any case, the Rocky Mountains are a great storchouse of
valuable mineral deposits of various kinds, whose discovery and
development will be the work of decades, if not of centuries
yet to come.

Madar -~ Clovis Hugues, who deliberately shot and killed
Mr. Morin, atter fifteen months’ premeditation, in revenge for
alleged calumnies which he persisted in circelating, has been
acquitted by a Parisian jury.  Forge, member of the Chamber
of Deputies, was so cmphatic in his praise of the deed that the
Judge rebuked him severely in open court.  “Killing no
murder,” if done by a female hand and in retaliation for a cer-
tain class of offences, seems to be a part of the unwritten law
of the two great republics.

The recent vote in tavour ot the abolition of tax exemptions
in Toronto, probably indicates the beginning of a2 movement
which will spread rapidly. throuzgh the towns and cities of
Canada. It 1s a movement in the direction of what is right
and fair to all tax-paying citizens. ‘The members of Churches
and philanthropic sucieties should be the last to wish to shirk
any of the burdens of citizenship.  Nor is there any valid rea-
son for exception in the case of Government properties and
offices.  All are benefitted by civic improvements ; all share in

“the protection provided by city ratepayers, and all should be

willing to bear their share of the burdens of ciuzenship.

The recent changes in the French war office are supposed
to indicate the inauguration of a more vigorous Chinese policy.
It is rumoured that France will even go through the formality
of declaring war against the nation with whose forces her
armies have been fighting for months past.  Mcanwhile tele-
grams from China dwell upon the difficulties which beset the
French troops in consequence of sickness and inadequate
transport facilities, and China is said to be active in adding
rccruits to her arnues and strengthening her fortifications at ail
exposed points.  Her military operations are said to be largely
under the direction of German officers, numbers of whom, &t is
alleged, are still going thither under assumed names or in the
guise of missionarics.
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What part is Aftica to play in the future history of the
world? “T'his is one of the most interesting questions of the
day. Scientific explorations and mihtary eapeditions are Ce-
operating to open up the heart of the great, dark continent.
As was to be expected, resources of wealth, and capacities for
settlement far in advance of ordinary expectation are being
brought to light. It is well that it is so. The overflowing
populations of Europe need all the new outlets the world can
afford.  If but favousable chimatic condiions can be assured,
and stable governments established, it way not be long until a
great wave of emrgrauon 1s scen setting towards the terior ot
Africa, and that continent may yet play an important part in
mundane affairs in the tweatieth century.

Competition is better than monopoly, just in proportion as
activity is better than stagnation, or equal rights and fair play
than oppression and the sacrifice of the interests of the many
to those of the few or the one. But there 15 a sull more
excellent way, the way pointed out hy Mr. Hughes, the author
of “Tom Brown at Oxford,” in a 1ecent address on co-
operation at Manchester. Mr. Hughes declared the co-
operat.ve movement 1o be “the recognition by the working
classes that the principle of compettion s not the nght fuund-
ation of productive and commercial operations, but rather the
principle of ‘Bear ye one another’s burdens.’””  Of course this
implies that coopcration s conducted on the basis of
mutual help, not of hostility and mtimida@on to outsiders.

Itis agin rumoured that Mr. Gladstone will retire from
publ.c life at the close of the present session.  The report is
said to be based on intimations given by his son. There is
little doubt that the veteran premmer would gladiy escape from
the toies and cares of his singularly responsible position, but it
may safely be predicted that actual relief will come to him only
w t1 physical d squalifications  There are too many clculs jow-
ering in the horizon, and too many breakers on the offing, to
adwmit of the pilots quitting the ship so long as he can keep his
post. His inevitable withdrawal 1aust, however, in the course
of nature, soon come.  What great changes may follow it is
impossible to say, but we suppose the Government and the
nation will go on. No man is indispensible to the worla’s
movement, but it is doubtful if any statesman, at any rate under
constitutional Government, was ever more mussed than William
Gladstone will be when he leaves the stage on which he has so
long been the prominent figure.

It is announced that Lieut Gordon has received orders to
be ready to sail again in April on his second Hudson’s Bay
exploration trip. It is gremly to be hoped that the result of
these invest gatibns will demonstrate the feasibility of naviga-
ting the Bay and Swabs during a sufficilent number of months
to make the opening up of this route feastble,  The futere of
our great Noithwest depends upon the finding of such an out-
let to a greater extent than those who have not been in that
country can readily conceive  For the sake of the thousands
of our citizens who have taken up their abodes on the prairies,

as well as for the sake of the general prasperity of Canada, we
may well desire to see those great grain fields brought within
reach of European markets. The results of the observations
made during the winter at the stations established at various
points along the B.\y and Straits, as well as those reached by
those on board the vessels will be looked for with very great
interest.

An exchange says -—

““The total leng'h of the route of the proposed Nicaragua
Canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific is 173.57 nules. This
1s composed of 17.27 wiles of canal, frum the Pacific at Brito
Harbour to the Lake of Nicaragua, 56.50 miles of lake navi-
gation, 69.90 miles of navigation of the River San Juan, and
35.90 mules of canal from this river to Greytown. The esti-
mated cost of this work is $41,193.839, or litile more than one
dollar of capital against one pound in the estimate of M.
Voisin for the Panama Canal of 46% nnles in length.”

Some of the Enghsh papers are writing bitter and even furi-
ous things in reference to the proposed action of the United
States in the matter of this canal. But others equally influen-
nal are more reasonable, and there is little likelihood that the
Great Britain of to-day will fall back upon any old treaty con-
ditions or interpose any unnccessary obstacles to prevent the
carrying out of this great undentaking, which would benefit the
commerce of the world, as well as that of the United States.

A mania for colonization seems to have secized the great
Furcpean pations simultaneously.  Germany raises her flag in
New Guinea.  France is pushing her designs in Tonquin, aad
casting longing eyes on Madagascar and unappropriated Sonth
Sea Islands.  Almost all the powers are watching England’s
proceedings in Fgypt and at the Cape with, if not intense
curiosity, ill-concealed jealousy. Hitherto Great Britain has
been about the only successful colonizer, but it by nc means
foliows that she shall have a monopoly of the business. Other
nations have, undoubtedly, the same right as she to annex
unattached and defenceless countrivs. At the same time we
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the muliplication of
colonies by rival nations, and the necessary contiguity of those
of one nation to those of another, greatly increase the danger
of international complications and wars. The outcome of
Germany’s movements in New Guinea, France's attack on
China, or England’s Egyptian expediuon, no human prescience
can divine. It can hardly, we think, be nativnal partiality
which leads us to believe England’s motives, at the present
time, much less questionable and more nearly disinterested
than those of ecither of her great rivals.  But whether this will
coutinue after the rightecous old mar who now sways her
counsels shall have passed away, it is impossible to predict.

“Slugging” matches are one of the foulest blots on our
civilization. ‘The character of any people or class of people
determines to a great extent their amusements, and may also
be determined by them. The two things are mutual cause and
effect ; they act and re-act upon each other. Did not con-
siderable numbers have a taste for brutal amusements a
crowd could + t so readily be got togethur to witness two poor
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imbruted specimens of humamity pummelling each other.
But on the other hand every such exhibition has an educative
effect in the dircction of coarseness and cruelty.  When these
exhibitiuns are cpenly carried on, under the thin guise of
artistic operations with soft gloves, and the executors of the law
sit and look on approvingly, their degrading influence on the
national morals becomes doubly great.  We hear it repeated
ad nauseam, even by men of education and intelligence, that
“ men cannot be made moral by Act of Parliament.” No
greater fallacy could be enunciated. To promote public
morality is one of the great ¢nds of Acts of Parliament.
Whenever the law stef s in and puts a stop to practices that are
dishonest, degradirg, or criminal, it helps to make men moral
by shutting up schools of vice, by putting away temptations,
by removing foul and contaminating spectacles from before the
eyes they would pollute.  And this is precisely what the law
should do in the case of thete sparring exhibitions.

@he School.

The office of the ScooL JournaL has been removed from
the premises of W. J. Gage & Co., No. 54 Front St. West, to
No. 8z Bay St., to which address all communications should
henceforth be sent. T'cachers from city or country caling at
the rooms will be made welcome.

Some time since a Hughes Scholarship was established at
Oriel College, Oxford, in recognition of the services rendered
by Mr. ‘Thon:u> Hughes to the cause of co-operation in Eng-
land. It is now said that the first scholar to use this scholar-
ship has been admitted to Oriel, and that he comes from the
working classes.

A subscriber writes to say that he does not wish to continue
his subscription for the present because he is giving up teaching
for a time in order to fit himsclf for advancement (o a higher
grade in the profession. Why, that would be an excellent
reason for taking the paper, if he had not subscribed for it be-
fore. ‘The problems and examination papers, given from week
to week, coupled with the ever recurring discussion of the
theory and practice of teaching, should make the paper indis-
pensable to all who are studying with the profession in view.

We noticed incidentally last week the appointment of Mr.
Kirkland as Principal of the Normal School in this city. Mr-
Kirkland’s long and successful occupancy of the chair he now
vacates for the higher position, veeds no comment from us.
The work he has done and the reputation he has achieved
speak for themsclves. His elevation to the new position has
been, we have goud reason to belicve, one of those cases in
which the office secks the man, not the man the office, but the
duties are not likely to be the less faithfully and efficiently per-
formed on that account.  Mr. Kirkland has our best wishes for
his highest success in the arduous work of his new and respons.
ible position,

Mr. W, H. Ballard, M.A, (Tor.), who has been for some
years Mathematical Master in Hanulton Collegiate Institute,
has been appointed Inspector of Public Schools for Hanulton,
In School and College Mr. Bailard has throughout distinguished
himself as a diligent and highly successful student.  On gradu-
ating from Toronto University he carried off the gold medal
in Mathematics. T'o the duties of h:s position in the Hamil-
ton Institute.he devoted himself with the true enthusiasm of
the genuine teacher and his success has been in proportion to his
zeal and ability. We congratulate him on his clevation to
the Inspectorship, and the city of Hamiltun on the excellence
of the appointment, and its relation to the educational prugress
of the city.

As we have said before, it is the aim of the management to
m ke the ScuooL Jourxal more and more the efficient helper
of teachers of every grade in their daily work. To aid us in
the steady march of improvement, we invite fritndly criticism
from all the members of the profession. We may not always
see our way clear to follow advice, or to adopt suggestions, but
they shall always be thankfully received and carefully con-
sidered. ‘Twenty years' experience in teaching and se--ral
years in journalism have, we hope, taught us at least that we
do not yet know everything that is to be known about the one
or the other. Show us, readers and friends, what we can
do to make the JourxaL a better and more useful school
paper, and we will do our bes: to make the improvement.

Apropos to remarks elsewhere in reference to the dearth of
literary work on the part of teachers, and the value of the
power and habit of giving eaact and forcible expression to
thought in wntten language, few who have not tried it are
aware of the fertility which their own minds might exhibit
with proper attention.  The average diary writing is probably
not a thing to be enccuraged.  But let any one endowed with
an ordinanly active mind, adopt the plan of carrying note
book and pencil, and jotting down, as far as may be con-
venient at the moment, thoughts that occur in reading, or
walking, or counversation, with sufficient precision to enable
them to be recalled, and he will be surprised at the results,
If the mind i> directed mainly to any particular subject, an
abundance of matenal for its full discussion will scon be col-
lected. There is no more valuable exercise for the mind of
child or adult, than the attempt to give clear and concise ex-
pression to its own thoughts in writing.

The doubtful one-book and departmental copy-righting policy
adopted by the Ontario Minister of Education, seems likely to -
be prolific of difficultres. School boards are, we observe, re-
fusing to adopt the new readers, in consequence of their high
price. Judging from some school-book advertisements it would
seem that in more than one instance already the very objec-
iionable system has heem adopted of authorizing books, or
prowmising them authorization, before they are written. Akin to
this is the employment of writers by the Department to pre-
pare works on special subjects. No practical publisher would,
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on business principles, purchase books in this way, unless, per-
haps, from writers whose fame was world-wide.  Certainly uo
cducational authority should prescribe a work for use in the
public schools until its merits have been closely examined and
approved by the most competent judges.
public education demand, fust of all, that the teat-books in
every department be the very best that can be procured, and the
public should have, and if w is wise will msist upon having,
ample guarantees on this score.

A prime object with the trne teacher will alwavs be to teach
the pupsl to think.  There is a delight ir the conscious exercise
of power.  Every once knows what a joy the healthy child
derives in the exercise of its physical powers, in running,
jumping, climbing, &e. ‘There can be no doubt that nature
intended that no less delight should accompary mental exer-
tion. In fact the pleasures attendant on men al gymnastics are
higher in kind, and keener in degree than any which belong
sitply to hadily arganization  But the difficulty 100 often is
that the thinking facultics are left so long undeveloped that
action becomes slow and painful, or that wrong ideas and
methods of mstruction create a distaste for vigorous menta)
exertion.  ‘Thus study. which should, within heaithful limits,
be the most delightful of recreations, comes to be associated in
the youthful mmd with pans and penalties.  The teachers
first aim in the ease of the dull child should be to stimulate the
mind till effort becomes pleasurable after which success is sure,

An American exchange notes with regret that cutside the
colleges, teachers are not contributing largely to the general
literature of the country, and asks, “ Why is this so? Is
teaching such a grad-gnnd callng, that the heart and brain are
crushed, and the sensibilities dulled, or is there no ambition to
improve the opportunitivs 27 We fear the general remarks
would hold 100 true of teachers everywhere.  Every teacher
who does his best knows full well how exbausting to the
nervous system are the wear and strain of five or six hours of
the intense work and worry of the school rocm, and how
unfitted ohe often feels at the close for engaging in anythmg
making fresh demand tq any severe extent upon the brain,
When to all this that belongs to the normal practice of the
profession, there is added the overwork too often imposed by
the multiplied * crams” and examinations of our modern com-
petitive methods, it is not surprising that the average teacher
has neither ume nor inclination for roving in literary pastures.
And yet the example of the few proves that even to the
teacher, with keen hiterary tastes and ambition great things are
possible.  The usc of the pen s the best of all helps 1 the
study either of nature or of books, and, rightly pursued,
literary work within certain limits may be made a recreation
rather than a task. The pupils, the public, and the teacher
himself would all be greatly profited in the end.

‘The School Guardian of London, England, thinks there is
some danger of zcaious educationists over there ¢ running a
little wildly in the matter of technical education.” It ob-

}_scr\'cs correctly enough that “ of the importance of that branch
of study there can be no question,” and “that it is distinctly
‘a thing apart from ordinary teaching.”  But when it adds
;that it cannut with propriety be made a portion of the curri-

The interests of j culum of any Elementary School” we begin to hesitate in

{accompanying the writer, and when he adds “or be proposed
jas a subject for which a Government grant should be made,”
“we distinctly demur. It would be hard to allege any sound
}:\rgument in support of Government grants to the ordinary pub-
llic schools of a country, which couid not be shown to be
i equally valid in favour of technical schools. If it be said that the
ypublic should not be called on to pay for the teaching of
| trades to certan classes of children, it may with equal force be
replied that neither should it be called on to pay for the educa-
von of clerks, and accountants, and professional men.  The
fact is that the thing can be justified in any case only on the
ground of public uuiity. Grants in aid of schools are Jogica)
only on the assumption that they conduce to the well being of
the nation, commercially, socially and morally.  And centainly
| & strong case could be made in support of the view that wide-
spread technical traming would conduce in at least an equal
degree to these ends.

!
‘The need of more or more cffective moral training in the

public schools is becoming apparent to tninkine people of all
classes, especially in the United States.  The old and favourite
notion that crime is the twin-brother of ignorance, and that al}
that is necessary to make a people highly moral and virtuous is
to make them intelligent is no longer accepted as an axion..
Too often boys graduate from the public schools only to enter
upon an apprenticeship in some school of vice or crime. His
improved brain, in such cases, makes him only the more suc-
cessful adept in fraudulent or criminal practices.  As a New
York paper recently put 1t in true Yankee style, there is great
need that to the three r’s on which so much stress is now laid,
two others should be added as of at least equal importance,
viz. the teaching of “right and rong.” Such teaching to
be more cffecuve, should be largely practical and incidental
n its character.  Little incidents that are constantly occurring
in the school-room, or in the play-ground, can be seized upon
and made the occasion of valuable lessons.  The true method
is always the appeal to the moral sense.  Every boy and girl
has a conscience, and 2 judicious teacher can usually get that
conscience to utter its voice.  Let the habit be but formed of
testing all action hy the great law of right and wrong, and a
most valuable step has been gained.  Connected with this the
appeal to the manliness or the sense of honour of which not
even the child is willing to confess himself devoid, will often
produce wonderful effects.  There is no doubt, however, that
a simple, practical manual, so written as to be within the com-
Fprehension of a child of ten or twelve, would be of great ser-
vice to the teacher who is anxious to do his whole duty, and
who regards character as the thing of highest importance. The
study of such a hook would afford abundant opportunities for
awakening that moral thovghtfulsess, which is a main ele-
ment of good character in child or adult.
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We have refrained from comment upon the project of Uni-
versity confederation, which has been, for some time past, the
subject of earrest conference between representatives of the
various Colizg :s and Universities of the Province, pending the
publication of the scheme which they nay finally agree to
recommend. It isdle and might possibly be nischievous to
discuss rumours, or even facts, in regard to the state of negotia-
tions, so long as no dcfinite conclusions have been reached.
Some of the questions to be settled are delicate, and ditlicult
of adjustment.  Upon a few important points a compromise of
conflicting oniniuns or iuterests is, perhaps, the best result that
can be reasonably hoped for.  But the great educativnal and
moral ends to be attained by the proposed confederation, are
so valuable, so intimately related to the highest weil being o)
the province, that it 1s e:amnently desirable that the union sought
should be consummated at any cost, short ot the s..cnfice ot
efliciency, or conscientious conviction, on the part of any of the
confederating institutions.  There is, however, one broad prin-
ciple which should, we think, be kept steadily in view by the
rebrcsentativcs in conference.  The contederating Colleges
should reserve full liberty of action mn regard to the range of
theii respective courses of instruction.  Any compact involving
the surrender of the right on the part of the Colieges to found
professorships in any department of study, scems not only
wholly unnecessary, but might become at some future time a
millstone about the neck of the voluntary College. There is
no known limit to the extent of the endowments which may, in
time, be created for these institutions by private munificence.
We can see no good rcason why any College should be asked
to surrender its right to establish chairs of instruction in any
branch of liberal education, whenever 1t may be able to find
means for endowing such chairs. Honourable competition, or
let us say a noble emulativa is, or should be, the basis of con-
federation, and this would be so far hindered by the operation
of any clause restricting the teaching of certain classes of sub-
jects to the Government Ccliege.

Since the foregoing was in type the schedule agreed upon by
the representatives of the various colleges hag been published.
We will give it with comments next week.

P I

¢“Qverwork,” ¢‘ underpay,” ‘‘constant ro examination’—these
aro the woes to which thoe teachers of Philadelphia are obliged to
submt. So says the Lelegraph of that city. We should not have
dared to have said that ourselves, for we should have expected a
suit for libel on the fair fame of the city of rectangular brotherly
love, but since it was written by one to the ¢ wanner born,” we can
comment thereon with safety. Louok at these wurds—*¢Over-
work,” “underpay,” -‘constant re examination,”—human, God-
fearing Christians of America! They mean —weariness, poverty,
anxiety. They mean—oppression, debt, death —what more can be
said?  Let us tura to the bright side.  President Eliot of Har- ard,
is the frieud of the teacher. Ho publicly advocates long tenure of
oflice by teachers, implying intelligent selection with strict examin-
ations and a probationary gervice. He also asks for a retirement
of teachers on pensions or annuties, with absolute security against
a reduction of salaries, thus freeing the teachers from anxiety, and
leaving them to devote all their powers to their work.  God speed
the day !—~New York School Journal.

Special Articles,

. INDIVIDUALITY IN THE TEACHER.

A somewhat rigid uniformity is a necessary evil in a public
school system.  Without it an ever-growing complexity of ma.
chinery would be evolved, which could end only in confusion worse
confuunded.  Any offective supervision of the work done, any
reliable testing of its thoroughness, would boecome impossible, and
tho public funds would have to be given over to the distribution of
favouritism or caprice.

‘The ideal school system would be ono in which evory teacher
should have full liberty of action.  Individuality would have freo
play. Bach would regulate his own hours, choose Lis own text.
books, use his own appliancss, aud work out his own ideas and
methods.  But such an ideal system postulates a host of impossible
conditions, amongst them an ideal army of teachers, every man
and woman of whom should be not only devoted heart and soul to
the profession, but also quilitied by culture, experience and per-
sonal character to be a law unto humself, and a model for other
educators. .

Such a set of counditions, or anything approaching to1t, would of
course be fuo much to assume at any]stage of development yet
reached. But while in its absence a goud deal of machine uni-
formity is indispensable, and much must be conceded to the
necessities of the case, it by no meins follows that the maximum
rather thar the minimum of inflexibility should be the aim of the
central authorities. There is always more or less tendsucy in this
direction.  To reduce evorything to routine, makes thinys casy for
oflicials, and honco becomes the goual of aspiration for thoss who
lack either disposition or ability to grapple with the trouble—
somo questions that are protty sure to arise in the working of a
freer, more flexible systom. It is alwaye easier to prescribe a fixed
dull, routine in text-bools, studies, examinations, etc., than it is to
devies and operate methods, which leave more room for adaptation
to apecial tastes and circumstances, juat as it is easier often for the
teacher to onforce the stillness of death in the school room, than to
preserve necessary order without repressing the natural flow of
youthful life and energy. When an educational system begins
attempting to have every detail of school management cut and
dried with the exactness of a mathematical formula, when it
undertakes to prescribe the exact kind and amount of work to be
done by each papil, and the cxact text-books, and method of
instruction to be used by each teacher, it has got on the wrong
track, or the wrong engineer is in charge.

The aim of the present paper is not, however, to criticise the
defects or inconsistencies of our school system, but to uige upoa
teachers the duty of preserving their autonomy under difliculties,
rather than suffering themsclves to become mers involuntary
operators, mere partsof the machine. Indeed, tho truth evidently
is that the more complicated and intricate the machine, the
greater the need of strong indiwviduality ; of marked, developed
personal chavacter, in those who work it.  We had almost added,
the better the sphere for the outworking of theso traits, Nothung
but the life-giving spirit of a living teacher can breathe the breath
of life into the dry bones of the Public or High School pro-
gramme.  The man who submits to be run by the machine, and to
become a volitionless part of it, instead of himself so running it
as to stamp all its products with the impress of his own indivi-
duality, is a failure. Intellectual and moral power are prime
requisites of the genuine teacher. A strong, developed manhood
or womanhood will infuse its own energy into all instruction, It
will inbreatho its own vital force into the driest routine, It wil
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leave the marks of its own shaping power, infinitely deeper and
more lasting than any that can be imparted by mere mechanical
process, upon the mind and heart of every pupil.  This and this
alone it is, which can master the hifeless machinery of the system,
and mako it the tlexible instrument of the informing mind and the
controlling will.

Where this power of personal character exists and 18 exercised
in some fair degree, one of its first fruits will be a genuine delight
in the work.  Such a teacher will not (“ﬂp:l.l':lge both himrelf and
his profession by the too frequent plaint, ‘T don’t hke teachng.
It is a weariness to the flesh.” Such an outery, serves but to
reveal the poverty of the soul from which it cmanates, He wlo
thus feels and speaks, confesses that he has never nsen to the
dignity of his high calling.  He has not penetrated to the secret of
teaching power, nor tasted the joy of using that power for wood.
He knows nothing of the high delight of putting his own mind en
rapport with that of his pupils, callinyg forth the flash of mtelh-
gence from the kindlingeye, studving the play of the intellectual |
lights and shadows in the flushed cheek. He has utterly faited to
grasp the bigh truth that the material given him to work upon is
the noblest and most precious of all material ; that the forms he
may chisel out are imp. vishable ; that, in a word, the work he pro-
duécs, be it goad, bad or indifferent, is immortal.  Let him dwell
upou the higher aspects of his profession until he catches the true
enthusiasm of young hwnamty, and his work can no longer be
irksome, though it never can cease to be arduous.

J. E. W,

THE RYERSON MONUMENXNT.

I believe no man in Canada less needed, less cared for, yet more
deserved 2 monament than Duoctor Ryerson.  If I could get access
to the motives aud actions of men in far humbler spheres of life, 1
might not make the above statement; we are i the ]ml)i? of
measuring men by the butk of their public heneliceuce, sapposing,
at the same time, that this beneficence was the outeome and obj.ci
of philanthropic mutives. The less a man i3 thouuht abuut the
more dues he need a monument ; in this sense, the Dactor did not
need one.  Two circumstances are unfavorahle for momnments, Ist,
the more we raise, the less notice any particular one will wet 1 —
2nd, the dead neither know nor care for ae honor we are doing
them. Do we set up pillars to convince others that we held some
budy in esteem? T care nothing about what you care for someone;;
it is what T care for hum or her that coneerns me.  But, what ]
care depends on what the person hos done for me ¢ it scems, then,
that the best monument is that which the per<on has rawsed himselt
aud set up in iy affections. I was ina rural graveyaid the other
day, at the interment of an old neighbor; the pct’);‘)lc, except his
relations, scattered and weto reading cpxmphsf. (l.hc best areu.
ment for monuments). My attention was qnite withdrawn from
them and fixed on an old woman standing away from others, at
what T took to he the foot of a grave, there being notlung to mark
head or foot.  To her a monument was useless; it was what she
could not see was troubling her.  Her gvief was intense, age, epide-
mic, Thad to turn away lest T shonld be caught weeping for somebody !
I had never seen. Tt is just so with all of us : when we stand at the
the graves of wives, hnsl)mlds._fat]mrs. mothers, or other dear
ones, 1t 1s what we do not see with our physical eyes, but what 1s
ever before the eyes of our mind, that troubles; we care but little
for the obelisk, except that we wonld nat like ta see it broken,  1f
the grave were at one place and t!xe gnon‘umcnt at :ln()“l.el: we
woul.i go to the grave.  We have an instinctive dread of oblivion ;
the Ancients felt it; ¢ Absalom reared a pillar for himself,” the
custom seems too sacred to be disturbed by modern reasoning.
Still it is to be reeretted that some cheaper mode of commemo:ation
has not been used : expense is seldom the true measure of respect,
yet the poor, in imitation of the rich, often would make us think
20, by spending on their dead what is greatly needed for the hv-
ing.

Jonx Irevanp, Fergus,

Examination Questions.

EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSION TO ENGLISH TRAINING
COLLEGES.

Fol'owing are the examination papers in Geometry and Arith-
metic for admission to the truning colleges in England, set in
December, 188¢.  We will give the papers in Algebra and in Eng-
L) 1 future number.

EUCLID,
Two hours and a half allowed for this paper.

Candidates are not allowed to answer more than eight questions.

Captal letters, not numbars, must be used in the diagiaus.

The only siuns allowed ave - and =. The square on AB may
be written ** sq. on AB," and the rectangle contained by AB and
CD, **rect. A3, CD ;" other abbreviations, 1f employed, must not
be ambiguous,

1. Exaplain the terms axiom and postulate.

Write out the 12th axiom.

What axioms have been proposed in its place?

2, The angles which one straght line makes with another
straight line un one sude of at are etither two right angles, or are
tovether equal to two right angles.

If four straight Lines meet in o point, and two adjacent angles
are eqr al to the other two, two of the lines will be in one and the
same straight hne.

3. If two tr’ aigles have two sides of the one equal to two sides
of the other, each to each, but the angle contamed by the two
sides of one of them is greater than the angle contained by the
two seles, eyual to them, of the other; the base of that which has
the greater angle shall be greater than the base of the other.

An equilateral and anisosceled triangle have a common side, and
each of the angels at the base of the isosceles triangle is double of
the angle at the vertex, show that the buse of the isosceles triangle
is less than the base of the equilateral triangle.

4. Straight Jines which are parallel to the same straight line ave
parallel to each other.

ABC is au isosceles triangle ; pairs of lines BE, CD, and BG,
CF, making equal angels with BC, are produced to meet the oppo-
site sides 1n ED. GF ; show that FG is paiallel to DE.

H. The opposite sides of a parallelogram are equal to one ano-
ther :

The diagonals of a parallelogram do not cut at right angels unless
all the sides are equal.

6 Triangles on equal bases and between the same parallels are
equal to one another.

The tigure formed by joimng the muddle pointsof adjacent sides
of a parallelogram is equal to one-half of the parallelogram.

7. The com lements of a parallelogram which are about tho
diameter of any parallelogram are equal to one another.

Given one angle of a rhombus and the sides of one of its com-
plements, com[ﬁ‘ctc the rhombus,

8. If the square desciibed on one of the sides of a triangle be
equal to the squares desertbed on the other two sides of it, the
anzle contimed by these two sides 1s a right angle.

A pomt O is taken in AD, one of the sides of the rectangle
ABCD ; show that the difference of the squares on Ga and OD is
vqual to the difference of the squares on OB and OC.

9 I o straight line be divided into any two parts, the square on
the whale hine 1s equal to the squares on the two parts, together
with twice the rectangle contamed by the two parts.

(It may be assuged that parallelograms about the diametor of a
square are hkewise squares. )

State this algebraically.

10. To describe a square that shall be equal to a given rectilinoal
figure.

Constructls square equal to the sum of two squares.

11. The straight lines which bisect the angels of a triangle mect
at the same point.

12. To construct a right-angled triangle having given one side
and the sum of the other side and the hypotenuse,

ARITHMETIC.
f'wo hours and a half alllowed for this paper.

Candidates are not permitted to answer more than fen questions,
and are advised to answer the first.

The selutivn must be given ut such length as to be intelligible to
the examiner, otherwise the answer will be considered of no value}
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1. (a.) Write out the rulo for finding tho greatost common mea-
sure of two numbers.

(b)) Mako an arithmetical question illustrating the formula—1If
A varies as B when C is invariable, and A varies as C when B is
invariable, then A varies as BC when both B and C are variable.

(¢.) In what sense can 9 bo said to ho equal to unity 7

(d.) Make diagrams illustrating the identities—

jof f=%and §- =%

2. How many bricks 6 inches long, 3 inches wide, 2} inches
deep are required for a wall 330 yards long, 9 inches wide, 20 foet
high 7 Fmd also the cust of the wall, reckoning 5s. for 110 bricks
and 26s. per rod for labour,

3. A room 25 feet long and 15 feet wide,
30 inches wide, at 9d. per yard
wide, the cost would have
the room.

4. A tavk 18 fee long and 6 feet deep, costs £10 16s. i if it had
been 2 feet wider the cost would have been £2 14s. moro ;- find the
cost per cubic foot and the width of tank.

5. The first-class fare on a railway is 23d. por mile, the second-
class 1§d. ; first-class passengers aro allowed 100 lbs. of luggage,
second-class, 75 lbs. ; for overy 5 lbs. of excess in lugpage a chargo
is made in each case of }d. per mile ; find the gain made by a party
of six travellers, each having 95 1bs. of luggage on a journey of
100 miles, if they travel fivst-class instead of second.

6. Reduce 3 14 of £99 7s. 6d. +5 07 of £104 7s. 3d. -6-125 of
£59 16s. +9-3125 of £384 5s. 4d. to the decimal of £1,000.

7. A consignment 1,600 1bs, of sugaris sold at 41d. per 1b. to
gain 124 per cent., a second of 1,800 Ibs, at 54d. per lb. to gain 10
per cent., & third of 2,000 lbs. is sold at 3d. per 1b., and a gam of
10 per cent. is made upon the whole ; find the original price perlb.
of third consignment.

8. Two-thirds of an estate is divided between a brother and a
sister in the proportion of 9 : 7 ; the brother’s sharo of the estate
exceeds the sister’s by £1,728 10s. 84. ; find the value of vz of the
estate.

9. Show that the amount of £700 at ten per cent. per annum,
compound interest, will in eight years exceed the amount of £1,000
at 5 per cent. per annum, simple interest.

10. A =quare contains 150,544 square feet; show that the
smallest square whose side contains an exact number of feet, and
which is equal to the sum of this square and another'square, con-
tains 235,225 square feot.

11. The expenses of farming are four times as great as the rent ;
what is the rent of a farm of 400 acres, if the farmer clears 10s.
per acre, each acre yielding 16 bushels of wheat, and the wheat
fetching 35s. per quarter ? ’

12. A pieco of land containing 17 acres 3 roods is bought for
£1,580, and an adjoining piece containing 8 acres 2 roods, for £520,
the whole is sold in plots of 1,089 square feet, at 4d. per square
yard ; find the gain per cent.

*13. Three trains, 200, 528, 130 yards long, are travelling on
parallel lines at rates of 15, 24, and 30 miles per hour respectively,
the first two in the same direction, the third meeting them ; the
second reaches the rear of the first train at the same moment as
the third reaches its front ; find the interval in time between the
moments when each of the two trains clears the third.

14. The 3 per cents. are 101} ; find the loss or gain in capital
and in income which would arise by trausferring £10,000 from the
3 per cents. to a 23 per cent. stock at 108.

Mr. C. 8. Eggleton writes as follows :—Pleaso notice that the
answer of question JT in the arithmetic of the *“ Harvard College”
series, as given in December's JoURrNAL, i3 erroneous. The answer
shoulddread 8 acres, 15025 8q. rods, instead of 17 acres, 140 4990
§q. rods. .

is covered with paper
i if the paper had been 33 inches
been 143, 8d. less; find the height of

@orrespondence.

To CoruespoNpesTs:—A friend, whose note we have for the
montent mislaid, writes to ask whethor we will give answers in the
JOURNAL to questions on certain subjects connccted with educa-
tional work. ~ We shall be glad to receive such questions, and shall
spare no pains in order to get information and give reliable
answers.

Practical Depavtment,

GOOD ORDER.

Good order is essential to the success of a school. No one can
teach well who cannot maintain order. But the best order in
school does not always imply the greatest degree of quiet. The
busy hum of life and activity is preferablo to the stillness of death.
That was a very apt reply of Col. Parker tv his visitor at Quiney.
“Tan't this very noisy?” sho asked. ‘‘Precisely, madam ; thisisa
work-shop, not a funeral,” was the reply. No absolite rule can be
laid down concerning the degroe of quiet necessary to good order
in u school. Greator quiet is necessary for some teachors and for
some schools than for others. Asa general rulo, the greater the
power of the teacher, the less the necessity of absolute stillnoss,
One of the best schools I ever saw was not a quiet school. The one
absolute requirentent was honest and effective work. No liberty of
the pupil was curtailed which did not interfere with his own or his
neighbor’s legitimate work. If he found it necessary to cross the
room to consult a dictionary or a cyclopedia, be did itin an orderly
way without even a signal to or from the teacher. Very little was
said about whispering. At the assembling and dismissal of the
school, and at the timo of changing classes, pupils were not ro-
stained from communicating with each other ; but when the time
for work came, absolute attention to that was required and secured.
Of course any abuse of liberty was summarily de dt with. There
grew up between teacher and pupils a feeling of mutual confidence
and respect, and the pupils gained rapidly in self-respect and self-
control—the best results of school training,

It is conceded that there are only a few teachers who can control
in this way or maintain this kind of guod vrder ; but 1t 1s the 1deal
which every teacher should koep before hign. Order must be main-
tained ; if it cannot be dune in one way it must in another. Tho
question which presents itself to each teacher is, what is the greatest
degreo of freednm I can grant to my pupils and yet keep a firm grip
of the reins? and each will answer to himself according to the mea-
sure of his own enlargement. Coupled with an unyielding deter-
mination to exercise control and mantain order at all hazards,
should be the constant aim to secure these ends by the use of such
means and methods as tend most to form right habits and build up
goad character in the pupils. No matter how great the degree of
quict, that cannot be called good order in any high sense, which is
sccured solely by repression or furce.— Ohio Educational Monthly.

WHAT ARE YOU READING?

Every growing teacher is a persistent and systematic reader. The
teacher who ‘‘soldiers” is not a reader. She puts in her spare
hours in other ways. Reading, like every other effort, may be mis-
directed. The professor who puzzled his brains to know how the
calf got through the knot-hole in the barn door, through which its
tail was stuck, while the poor calf’s hide was nailed up to dry on
the inside, has nany a living type and exemplar. Teaching a mouse
to roll a thimble up an inclined plane is wasted endeavor, So is
promiscuous, 1ll-judged, unassorted reading. Life is too short for
any mistakes of this kind.

In the face of so great a ficld for reading and study, one needs to
make a wise choice. A hay rake is a poor instrument with which
to winnow literary material, and ono needs some settled principles
of selection of reading matter :

Reading matter should be distributed between newspapers, maga.
zines, school journals, professional buoks, and general literature.

Newspapers are to be read for current news.
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Magazines represent the best current literature.  Every progres-
sive person should read at least one.
Schiool journals represent present issues it didactics. Two, of

different kinds, mako a good number.

wide-eyed children hold their breath in suspense as to what it
could all mean ; and when ho had gathered them all up again on a
bovk-cover, making a restored wholo out of the ten parts, he held

, 1t up tu a hundred watehful eyes in a room go quiet that the ticking

Profussional books treasure up what has been tried and approved. | of the clock alone broko the silence. Not much difliculty in

A well read library of good books is indisponsible to the gmwing! holding thoe attention of the class aftar that.

teacher.

General literature is a name that covers a large scope.  To this
class belong history, bivgraphy, travels, science, and philology.
Every teacher should have a kuowledge of bot': general and special
history. General history mcludes ancient, medieval, and modern,
treating of all nations. Special history is the hustory of some par-
ticular country, as the United States, France, England, etc.

How shall reading bo carried on?  Books are not to be read in
masse. ‘They should be read topically. Thus one may wish to con-
sult Bancroft, Greene, McCarthy, and Hildreth to get a clear idea
of the Puritans. Reading by topic is, however, subject to abuse,
as the topics may be isolated and have no logical thread running
through them. All readingand thought necds to be strung together.

Copious reflection should be made on points read.  In this way
one is lead to exercise more than mere memory. Doctor Frankhn
tells how he used this method to great advantage. This has been
the plan of many supevior scholars.

Every one should arrange his reading for himself. In general he
may follow any good plan, but in details the plan should be his own.

The scholar should smimmarize his subjects.

These directions will not fail to give scholarship if persistentiy
followed. —Nutional Educator.

CURIOSITY.

BY MRS. EVA D. KELLOGG.

‘¢ Curiosity is as much the parent of attention as attention is of
memory. To teach one who has no curivsity to learn, is to sow a
field without ploughing it.”— Whately.

A Methodist minister, on being asked why that denomination in-
dulged in such lively music, answered, that they didn’t believe in
letting the wicked world have all the good tunes. So it may be
said o harnessing in that unconquerable attribute of human
nature, that turned everything topsy-turvy in Edenic days, to help
do the work of the school room in reconstructing this same fallen
humanity. It has the logic of the similic similibus theory for a
foundation, and the favorable testimony of our best thinkers and
teachers in the practlee of it.  Prepare the presentation of a new
subject never so carefully, if it comes before the class as a set of
affirmatives, they will accept it much in the spirit of the good
deacon who slept all through the sermon because of his impheit
confidence in the soundness of the preacher.  Such an unquestion-
ing acceptance cf facts by a class is the death-warrant of its interest
and atteutiun, and results as fatally to its enthusiasm as the calm
slecp of a man freezing to death. Let the teacher put ingenuity to
work, and devise some way in which a lesson can seem to contain
some hidden thing that the children are to seck for, and if skillfully
done, not much of a clue need be given before the class will begin
digging for 1t, under the sharp spur of curiusity, which, strange to
say, has as much impelling force in boys as in girls, the popular
heresy to the contrary notwithstanding.

A good principal once came into our school-room, and gave a first
lesson in decimal fractions. Taking a half-sheet of paper and a
pair of scissors, hie stood before the children, and silently beaan
cutting it into slips. Gradually the rustle of the school-room died
away. Everybody wondered. As picce after piece of that mys-
terious paper fluttered down on the boy's desk in the front row, the

To borrow our text
figure, curiosity had ploughed the fiold, und tho seed would fall on
goud soil.  Each of these ten picces were cut into ten others, and
these in turn into ten more tiny bits, with the same impenetrable
air of mystery, Of course explanations and blackboard work fol-
lowed, but the class had been led by curivsity alone to walk
pleasurably into that bottuinless sea of infinitesimals, without
knowing that they were in the very Styx of waters, or ever finding
it vut afterward, for decimals were carried with a furore that year,
and the transfer from the little papers to the convenient meter
measure, which, though it could not be cut ajart, was yet never
confusing, was easily made.

1t is surprising how much of this way of arousing attontion can
be introduced into school-work, when once we seek in ourselves for
a variety of ways to accomplish it. Individuality has here a
Jimitless field.

SELF-RESPECT.

Let the teacher appreciate the scholar’s self-respect and tako ad-
vantage of it.  Above all things, don't harm it. Don’t break down
this backbone of character. A sgholar may be extremely sensitive
of ridicule, and knows it. A teacher is sarcastic, and he knows
that. He has found outin various ways that he has an aptitude
for saying smart, sharp things—that he can put a keen edge to his
criticisms and make them cut deep.  How many scholirs fear the
criticism edged with sarcasm ! If a teacher draws that knife very
often, to some scholars it will be the very opposite of healthy sur-
gery. It will cut down self-respect, cut away all carefulness, and
=~ scholar will say, I don't care how things go; I can't please my
teacher, and I won’t wy to please.” When self-respect is gone,
ambition is gone, hope is gone, and the ovil one enters.

The rules for marking given to the United States Civil Service
examiners require them, in marking penmanship, “ to take into
account legibility, formation of letters, spacing, and general appear-
ance.” A correspondent, whose article we cannot make room for,
justly condemns varying degrees of thickness in down strokes and
all useless flourishes and ornamental appendages to letters, and
argues in favor of good, plain letters, rounded at top and bottem.
The rule above given is also a good one for teaching writing. To
secure these qualities in chirography is to teach successfully.

Mr. Rushin has recently oxpressed a conviction that all right
education should include the history of five cities—Athens, Rome,
Venice, Florence and London. The history of Athens, rightly
understood, teaches all that we need to know of the religion and
art of Greece; that of Rome. the victory of Christianity over bar-
barism ; that of Venice and Florence, all that isessential in Christi-
anity as illustrated by Christian painting, sculpture and architec-
ture ; that of Loudon, with its sister Pams, Christian chivalry ex-
pressed in Gothic Architecture. Mr. Ruskin had once hoped to
write the history of these five cities.  That he has not fouud time
to carry out his determination in this respect is u cause for regret
to all lovers of pure literature.

Any teacher can be of some help to bright pupils ; only the bost
teacher can really axd dull children.—*“ I wish that boy was o1 t of
my school,” said of a dull pupil, marks a seltish if not a (ruel
teacher, while a genuinelove for the weak and backward shows the
heart of a true teacher. Bo thankful that yeu have dull purils (if
dull pupils must be), for the lower the order of mind the ligher
the art must be to lift it up, and that lifting up will give you
strength. Many pupils are dull becauss they have dull teachers.
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CEducational fofes, <

Twenty-one pupils passed the recent exmmination for entrancn,
to the Kempeville High School, and two uthers were recommended,

About tweuty-soven candidates passed the entrance examinations
at Nuapanee, of whom ten were prepared in the Napanee Public
School.

Alma College St. Thomus, re-openerd this term with the largest
attendance yet enrvolled.  There will be 90 buarding students and
over 40 day pupils.  There is talk of enlar.ing the College.

Twenty-three pupils passed tho Campbellford entrance examin-
ations, of whom ten were from the Campbeltford, 6 from the
Warkworth, and 4 from the Seymour Public Schoul, and 1 each
from Norham. No. 8 Percy and No. 4 Seymoar.

Mr. L. H. Tuck of Boston, (H.M.P.S,,} is of opinion that pro-
motion examinations should be held every three months, The
same opinivn was expressed by Inspector McKee at a recent meot-
ing of teachers in Tottenham,

At a recent mecting of South Simcoo teachers the question was
asked **How souon should a child be set tu solve problems in
Arithunetic?”  Inspector McKee thought as svon as the simple
rules are thoroughly understood, not before, -

The Perth Colleginte Institute re-opened on Wednesday with one
hundred and thirteen pupils present—probably the best opening
sinco it became a ¢chool.  Thereare more non-residents, also, than
formorly.

At the half-yewrly eramination of the Tslay P.blic School, a
spelling match was on the programme. Miss Betsy Murchison
took the prize offeved by the teacher to the pupil who would longest
keop possession of the floor,

At the rescent professioual examination, held on the 8th and 9th
December, at the close of the Model School Section, the follow-
ing teachers in training at the Forest Sehool were passed :—Misses
Crovkenden, Dallas, Kingston, Mad.lock, Mclvor, McLeay,
Waugh. Messrs Clark, Comnmor, Gubbins, Karr, Nichol, Rivers.
Foc the written work, Miss Kingston received the highest mark,
Mr. Karr being second.  For actual teaching Mr. Kare received
the highest mark, Miss Mclvor being second on the list. The
latter two received the Principal’s special testimonials for ability
and aptitude to teach.—Sarnia Observer.

Following is the result of the Christimas examinations,in classics
at the Toronto Univerity College :—

FIRST YEAR—~HONOURS,

Class I.—A. W, Mainlang, J. A. Gibson, F. H. Suffel,

Class IL.—H. Grant, J. E. Jones, E. F. Blake, A. W. Milden,
J A, Sparling, J. G. Bvown, F. J. Steen (Latin only).

Class ITI.—A. A. Knox, W, J. Fenton, W. A, Lamport, W. J.
Healy, H. Kenner, J. Reddim, G. Boyd, J. McGowan, Al J. L.
McKenzie, C. E. Saunders, J. G. Witton. Caundidates in Latin
only :(—R. R. Bensley, C. Buchingham, H. L. Stak, E. C.
Jeffrey, J. 1. Hunter, H. A. Leys, Alice Jones, J. S. Copland.

To take suppletmontal in Latin authors :—J. R, 8. Boyd, G. W.
Robinson, A. Yeomansg, D. Fergusson, F. 8. Hogarth. To take
supplemental in Greek authors :—E. Mortimer, T. O. Miller. To

take supplemontal in Latin Grammar :(—H. A,
Boultbee, J. P. Fennel.

SECOND YEAR—HONOURS.

Class I,—A. W. Stratton, W. T. White, L. S. Hughson.

Class 1I.—J. A. Freeman, A. E. Mortow, J. Waugh, F. Taps-
cott, W. Hunter, G. Reed.

Class I11.—H. ¥. Ross, J. Crawford, R. B. McKay, J. A.
MeMillan, J. 8. Maclean, A. O. Smith, E. G. Fitzuerald, J. T.
Jackson, R. L. Johuston, W. O, Wright, W. H. Russell, J. R.
Macnamara.  Candidates in Latin only :—J. D. Dickson, J. A.
Forguson, C. J. Hardie, T. Logie, J. B. McEvery, J. A, Garvin,
J. J. Hughes, J. A. Duff, A. F. Keeler. To take supplemental in
Grammar :—J. M. McLaren, P. McLaren, A Crozier. To talke
supplemental in prose :—J. Manghan,

McCullogh, I,

THIRD YEAR— HONOURS.
Class T. --W. McBrady, W. P. Mustard, R. Shiell.

Class IT.—A. A. S¥mith, W. 1lird, D. R. M.aclean.
Class TIL—C. C. Owen, W. W, Baldwin, R. Baldwin, (sup-

plemental in Latin authors.)

FOURTH YEAR—~HONOURS.
Class L.— W, If, Wilker, W. M. Logan, J. L. Gilmour, H. J.
Haviland, . B, Witton,
Class 1L —G. Michkle, J. M. Evans, G. G. Morphy, F. .
Riddell

Cexsorsitir oviEr THE Pupric Scnool, CHILDREN IN Russia.—
Prom St. Petersburg it is reported that M. Delanofl has authorized
special inspectors to make domicilinry visits to families having
children atwending the public schools, in order to seo that no
objectionable bouks are in ther possession,

ScrooLs Axb Covneces 1N NEw Souvti Wares. —The number of
educational mstitutions, public and private, in the colony «f New
South Wales, including the umversity, 18 2,316, with 4,548 tenchers,
and 189,983 students and scholars, the average annual cose exceed-
1ng 30s. per head of population.  This does not include technical
classes, schouls of art, ete.  The number of churches and chapels
Lelonging to the various religions denominations in the eolony is
1,021, representing 247,383 sittings.  The average attendaunce is
202,659, which, with an average attendance of 41,310 at temporary
or rrregular places of worsing, mnakes a total of 243,369, or about a
quarter of the whole pupnlation of the colony.

The Question Yrawer,

1. Why are rain drops round?

2. Who was th&uthor of each of the following expressions,

“ Al is not gold that glitters.”

“The paradise of fools.”

““Tho rolling stone gathers no moss,”

¢ Men are but children of a larger growth.”—E.

To the question in our prospectus number as to the best mode
of treating a bright but tov inquisitive boy we have received the
following answers,

“1 would in no wise discourage him but simply take him aside
and explain o him that by his continual asking, he was hindering
to n certain extent the lesson, and that if he would come to his
teacher at any time at recess or play hours, you would be glad to
veply to all his queries. T think this would meet the case.”

“It would be well to request such aboy to keep a list of difficulties
that may arise during tho day and to remain after school a short
time. Should the boy be as earnest and inquisitive as represented,
he will not object to this plan.  But if his object is annoyance,
there will be nothing gained, and the sovner he iz checked the
better.  In a short time the teacher could explan many reasonuble
questions, and should he wmeet with any that required thought
then retay, such until next day.  This method wauld provide him
various good exerases, keep him well employed, aud dispense,
during the day’s classes, with the annoyance and interference. I
would in no ease encourage the expluining twice of the same ques-
tion.”

C. 8. EcaLeToN.

This question was the outcome of experience and doubt. The
proposer has fouad it of much importance to hmpress upon the
mind of every active pupil, the rule never to ask help in the solu-
tion of a difficulty until o is quite sure that he is unable to solve it
himself.  The duty of self relsance isone which cannot be too early
inculeated. —| Bv. ]

Questions (2) and (63 in the December number have not been
correctly answered.  Washington Irving gives *‘The Almighty
Dollar,” Thomas Morton, ““What will Mis. Grundy say” and
Butler, in Hulibras, ‘* All ery and no wool.” )

We shall leave over the question ““Why does a ten acre field
require more fence when of an oblong shape than when square?”
for a couple of wueks longer to see if some of our mathematically
disposed veitders will not send a solutien.—|En.]
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Pevsonal.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander MceKee received handsome @ifts from
the teachers and pumls of the Avbuen Sunday School, on the re-
tirement of Mr. McKee from the State of the Peterhorough Col-
legiate Tustitute, to aceept the Head Mastershup of the Uxbridge
Public Schools.

Mr. Bennett Scott, who has for a number of years been a
teacher in the Suuth Durham School, was presented by his pupils
with a handsome writing desk, on his retirement on the 22nd ult.

Mr. George Wilson retired from the position of teacher of the
Public School i Newtounville, at the end of the year.  Mr. Wilson
has done good wmk, and his loss is regretted by the commsunity.
He was prcsentud with same beantiful pieces of plate on Christinas
Eve by the members of the Moethodist Church of Newton,

Misses L. McNaughton and Miss K. Grant, were presented with
gifts, on December 19th, on the veeasion of their retivement from
the position of teachers m the Newcastle Public Schouls.

Mr. W. N. Campbell has Jeft the Alliston Public School to
accept the pesition of Enehsh and Science Master, m the Whithy
Cullegiate Institute, at a salaty of ST00 per amnum.

Mr. A. J. Abbat has changed his place of residence and work
from Houghton Centre to Hartford Ont.

Mr. W. H. Davis, formerly Prineipal of Citaraqui P.S has heen
appranted on the stafl’ of Hamilton CoPewiate Insntmv.- Mr Davis
touh the gold medal for general proficiency at the Normal Schoal
in Toionto last fatl.

M. Themas Carseadden, M. AL formerly Principal of Charlutte-
town (2. E 1.) Academy, and late English master in Galt Collegiate
Tustitute, has been appomted head waster of the latter institution,
rice Mr. J. E. Bryant resigned.  Mr. Carscadden has proved him.
gelf an able and suceessful teacher, and 1s no doubt well fitted for
the duties of his new and 1esponsible position.

Mr. G. B. Sparling M A., second mwthematical master of Upper
Cavada College, was at the cduse of the recent term, presented
with # haudsome ice-water pitcher, and an appreciative addiess
from the boys of the Lower Modern form.

The Trustees of Qakland Public School have engagzed the services
of Miss Haumlton, who goes thither from Toronto, with high
recommendations,

Miss Hunter, teacher for the last year of the junior department,
in the Bowmanville Public School, has resigued.

Mr. Geo. Wilsen his commenced work in the Bowmanville
Public School, aud is already said to be winmng golden opinions.

Dr. Schutte, lately anpuinted Professor of German and Talian in
Alma Coliege, St. Thomas, is seriously all with puenmonia.

Miss Mande Rewd has been appointed teacher of the Division in
the London South School Jately tiught by Miss McMillan, Miss
McMillan in turn taking the Division formerly taught by JMhes
RButler, whe has resigned. Mass Rewd the new teacher furnishes
excellent testimomals and 1s considered by the head master a valu-
able addition to the stafil

Mr. T. O. Steele, Head Master of the Orillin Pablic School, has
had his sulary increased by the School Buard, a move in the right
direction.

Official Regulations.

REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE ENAMINATION FOR
ENXTRANCE TO HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGIATE
INSTITUTES, TAKING EFFECT JULY, 1885,

Subjects of Eramination.

~a

Orthography and_ Orthocpu.—The pronunciation, the syllabifica-
tion, and the spelhng from dictation, of words in common use.
The correction of words improperly spelt or pronounced.  The
distinction between words i common use in regard to spelling,
prommvinli«-n and wmeaning. . .

Writing.—The proper formation of the small and the capital
letters.  The candidate will be expected tu e able to write neatly
and legibly. The special examination will be of a p.mcucal char-

acter.

Arithmetic. —Principles of Arabic and Roman Notation ; Vulgar
Fractions ; Decimal Fractions : Simple Propurtion, with reasons of
Rules ; Elementary Percentage and Interest ; Mental Arithmetic.

Grammar.--The sentence : ate different forms. Words : their
chief classes and inflections.  Difforent grammatical values of the
same word. The meanings of the clnef grammatical terms.  Tho
grammatical values of phrases and of cluuses. The unature of
clanses in ansy compound and complete sentences. The govern-
ment, the agreement, and the arrancement of words.  The correct-
ion, with reasons therefor, of wrong forms of words and of false
syntax. The parsing of simple sentences,  The analysis of simple
sentences into the subject and its adjuncts, the predicate and the
adjunets, the predicate object and its adjuncts.

Composition. — The nature and the construction of different kind-
of sentences.  The conbination of separate statements into sens
tences. The nature and the construction of paragraphs. The
combination of separate statements into paragraphs  Variety of
expression, with the following classes of exercises : —Changing the
vaice of the verb : expanding a word or a phrase into a clauge ;
coutracting a clanse into a word or a phrase, changing from direct
to indirect narration, orthe comerse; transpasition ; changing the
form of a sentence : expansion of given heads or hints into a com-
position ; the contraction of passages ; paraphrasing prose or easy
poetry.  The elements of punctuation. Short narratives of
deseriptions.  Familiar letters.

Genyraphy.—The forms and motions of the earth. The chief
defimtions as contained in the authorized text-book: divisions of
the land and the water : circles on the globe ; pohtical divisions ;
uatural phenomena.  Maps of America, Europe, Asin and Africa,
Maps of Canada and Ontatio, including the railway systems. The
products and the commercial relations of Canada.

Drawing. — Candidates for examination must place their drawing
books in the hands of the presiding Examiuer, on the morning of
the first dav of the examination, Every eaercise must be certified
by the teacher as being the candidate’s own work. and should show
his progress during, ot least, three months. Examiners should
inspect the Books, and return them to the candidates on the even-
ing of the second day.  An additional paper on Drawing will be
subwmitted.

History. —The outlines of English andof Canadian history ; how
England, Canada and Ontario are governed : the municipal institu-
tions of Ontario—all as contained in a History Primmer, to be
anthorized by the Education Department about Augnst, 1885.

Until then, the examination an the subject will be confined, as
heretofore, to the autlines of English Histary.

Reading.—A general knowledge of the elements f voeal ex-
pression, and special reference to Emphasig, Inflection, and Pause.
The reading, with preper expression, of any selection in the
Render authorized for Fourth Book classes.  The passage or pass-
ages for each examination will be selected by the Department.

The candidate will in  additiin be expected to  satisfy the
Examiners that he reads intelliqentty, as well as intelligihly.

Literature.— The eandidate will be required to give for words or
phrases, meanings which may be substituted therefor, without
impairing the sense of the passage ; to illustrate and show the
appropriateness of important words ar phrses : to distinguish
between synonyms in common use ; to paraphrase difficult passages
g0 as to show the meaning clearly ; to show the connection of the
thoughts in any selected passage ; to explain allusions ; to write
explanatory or descriptive notes on proper or other names ; to show
that he kas studied the lessons thoughtfully by being able to give
an intelhigent opinion of any subject treated of therein that comes
within the range of his experience or comprehension ; and espe-
cially to show that he has entered into the spirit of the passage, by
being able to read it with proper expression.  He will be required
to qunte passages of special beauty fram the selections prescribed,
and to reproduce in his own words, the substance of any of these
selections, or of any part thereof. Some knowledge will also be
expected of the authors from whose works these selections have
been made.

0

The word Quiz was made by Daly, a Dublin play.house keeper,
who wagered that 2 word of no meaning whatever would be the
commaon talk and puzzle of the town within twenty-four hours,
The warer was accepted, and Daly had the letters Q-u-1-z chalked
on tho walls, and won the wager.
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Riscellancous.

A Loxg Ripg By Rait.—Dr. David Gill, the astronower, wanted
to impress on the nunds of some young heavers the wonderful
distauce of the hixed stars from this hittle earth, and m o recent
lectuse he related the following magmary anecdote :—

A ratlroad was bt from the carth to Centaurr. A man boarded
the trn, and, upun taking s seat, he casually asked the con-
ductor :(—

‘“ At what rate do we travel 7”7

*Sixty nules an hour.”

¢ Hamph ! 2 nale a minute ; then when shall we reach Cen-
taur £

¢ In 48,663,000 years, sir.”

* Rather a lung journey,” said the passenger, as he settled back
in his geat and uufotded his mornmng paper.

THE CHRISTMAS SHEAF.

Norwegians havea very pretty, yet curious Christinas custom, in
their own country. A pole is fastened up over the door of the
barns at the farm-houses, and on the top 1s tied a little sheaf of
wheat.

A traveller was for a long time puzzled to understand what it
could mean.  Was it for ornament ¢ That could hardly be ; it was
no great improvement to the roof.  Way it a specimen of what the
varn contained ¢ That did not seem likely as it did not concern
strangers to know what was in the barn, aud those who lived there
knew alveady. Was it 2 rude hiud of sign to show that entertan-
ment for man and beast might be had there? No; it did not
appear only at such houses ; and sometimes the furm house that
served as an inn had no sheaf.

This traveller did not know the language well enough to under-
stand the answers of the peasants, when he asked them about the
sheaf ; so he had made up s mind that the little sheaf of wheamt
must be au offering set on for Nigel, or one of the spirits of wind,
water, or storm, in whom the peasant of Norway more than halt
believed. But he was wrong.

One day he fell in with a kind old Norwegian gentleman who
stopped at the same farm-house, and who spoke Enghsh. He
asked him the meaning of those mysterious sheaves of wheat.

The Norwegian gentleman laughed heartily at the traveller's
guesses, and then told him that the mysterious little sheaves were
put on a Christinas tvee, every year, ‘* that the birds might have a
merry Christinas.”

This is surely a very pretty custom, and shows that the people
who live in that far away, cold country have very warm and tender
hearts.— Children’s Guide.

HOW SPONGES ARE CAUGHT.

The sponging fleet is composed of small schooners ranging from
ten to forty tons, or even smaller.  Each schooner carries from fous
to six men, and makes periodical trips out to the sponge beds.
Around Abaco, Andros Istand, and Exama, ure some of the prin-
cipal fisheries; there are hardly any of value in the immednte
vicinity of Nussaw. The men do not dive for them, as sponge
fishers in the Mediterranean do, but use long-handled things hke
oyster-tongs to fish them out of the water. They do not * go it
blind,” and probe in the mud like oystermen ; in this clear water
they can sce every inch of the bottom, make up thetr mind what
sponges to take, and seize hold of each oue carefully, detach it from
the rock to which it clings, and lift it into tho boat. Th . are not
the nice, delicate and hight-colored things we see in shop windows.

When tirst taken from the water they look and feel more like a
picce of raw liver than anything else. They are slippery, slimy,
ugly aud amell bad.  Thuir color is generally a sort of brown, very
much like the color of gulf weed, only a little darker.  Most peo-
ple aro taught, in the days of their freshness and innocence, that
the sponge is an animal, and when they visit Nassau they expect
perhaps to seo sponges swimming about the harbor, if, indeed, they
do not surprise seme of the more athletic ones climbing trees or
making little excursions over the hills.  But they are disappointed
when they lonrn that the wwmal part disappears entirely long
before the spange reaches a warkot, and that the part we use for
mopping up flurds 1s only hus house, the many.roomed residence in
which he sheltered himself while at sca—a regular marine tene-

ment house, built with great skill and architectural precision, in
which many of the little beasts iived and died.  After the sponges
reach the deck of the vessel thev ate cleaned und dried, and go
through u curing process.  They then becunie the sponges of cum-
meree, and are divided into cight vareties m the Bahawas,

Some, called *¢ lambswool,” or ** sheepswool,” are as fine and soft
ag silk, and very strong.  Othas, although luge and perhaps
tough, are coarse and comparatively worthless.  There are, too,
buuquet sponges, sitk sponges, wire sponges, and finger and glove
sponges.  The process for cuting them s to keep them on deck for
two or three duys, wiich ‘kall” them. Then they are put in a
crawl and kept there from eght to tun days, and are atterward
cleaned and bleached in the sun on the beach.  When they reasch
Nassau the roots ate cut off, and the spunges are trimmed and
diessed for exportation.  Newrly every darkey m Nassau under-
stands bow to do tlus tomming part.  The synunetry of the sponge
:nust be preserved as much as pussible, and if there are any places
where coral sand has adhered 1o the sponge, those places must be
cut out, for no anwunt of skill or care will get 11d of sand in a
sponge, and the sand is sure to scratch anything 1t touches. The
trimining is generally dune very expertly, so that a novice would
hardly see that a spunge had been clit.—New York L'imes.

THE INFIDEL AND HIS DAUGHTER.

Suggested by reading a newspaper paragraph describing the scene
between Ethan Allen und s daughter, on the eve of her death,
when she asked the stern infidel 1 whose fa th he would have her
die—his or her mother’s.

““ The damps of death are coming fast,

My father, o’er my brow ;

The past with all 1ts scenes have fled,
And X must turn me now

To that dim future which in vain
My feeble eyes desery ;

Tell me, my father, 1n this hour,
In whose stern fauth to die.

“ In thine 7 I've watched the scornful smile,

And heard thy withering tone,

When e’er the Christian’s huible hope
Was placed above thine own ;

I've heard thee speak of coming death
Without & shade of gloum,

And laugh at all the childish fears
That cluster round the temb,

¢ Or is it my mother's faith ?

How foudly do T trace,

Through many @ weary year long past,
That calm and saintly face !

How often do I call to wing,
Now she is ‘neath the sod,

The place, the hour, i which she drew
My carly thoughts to God !

“'Twas then she took this sacred book,

And from its burning page,

Read how its truths support the soul
In youth and falling age !

And bade me in its precepts live,
And by its precepts die,

That I might share a home of love
In world’s beyond the sky.

+« My father, shall I look above,
Amnd this gathenng gloom ;
To Him whose promises of love
Extend beyond the tomb ?
Or curse the being who has blessed
. This checkered path of mine?
And promises cternal rest?
Or die, my sire, in thine 1"

The frown upon that warrior brow
Pussed like a cloud away,
Aud tears conrsed down tho rugged cheek
That flowed not till that day.
¢« Nut—not in mine,” with choking voice,
The skeptic made reply—
« But in thy mother's holy faith,
My daughter, may'st thou die!”
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Contemporarp Ovinion,

Tue Cavava Scuool JovrnNar, (Toronto) an etucational Joen.
NAL devoted to the advancement of hiterature, science, amd the
teaching profession in Canady, 13 now published weekly instead of
monthly.  Not only that, but other improvements have been made,
all of which, with its standard of excellence will no doubt make it
very: popular throughout Canada,  ‘Lhere is plenty of room for a
goald Journal of the character of the vae above named, and jadging
trou the copy before us we wouald sty that o tills ats place caputally,
Price $2.00 per annum.—Dutlton Lnter prise.

Tur Caxapa Scuoor, Jornyarn. —The prospectus number of the
Cavava Scuoorn Jouryar, ina weekly form comes to hand this
week.  The Jounyarnas replete with well gotten up matter of the
deepest interest to every school teacherand advanced seholar in the
Dominion, and we trust to see the veature of a weekly edueational
paper well supp nted. —Frescolt Mercurn.

Tae Cavana ScuooL Jovksal, edited by Prof. J. E. Wells, late
of Woodstock College, bLegins its weekly career at the fust of the
year.  The prospectua number, which is befure us, is in cvery way
a creditabie paper, aud, from the well huoan ablity of the cditar,
the prospects ave that it will do good service in its uan special
field.—Cun. Baptist.

g
o

Caxana Scuoor JourNat. —We have received the December
number of this publication, a must uscfal aud whinust indespensibic
budge of educational news.

Every teacher and all interested in school matters and educa-
tional reform would do well to seenre the Scitoon Jovnryan, 1t is
published at 82 per year.—Campbellford Herald.

The December number of the Caxava Scuoui. Jotknal has been
sent us, and we are glad to note that it is still filling its sphere of
usefulness in the educational interests of our *cunntry. When
teaching, we found it an invatuable aid, and now gladly place it on
our exchango list.— Dundalls Herald.

Caxana Scuoot Jovrryau.—This Jovrvar heretofore pablished
by W. J. Gage & Co.. asa monthly publication, will in the future
be issued weekly by @ new comp iy and under new nunagcinent.
This Jounxat, in the past has done good work in the cause of
education, and has had u lange civculation mmonyg teachers and those
interested in educational work, and we have no doubt that under
the vigroas mangancatof J. E. Wells, ML AL assisted by an able
stafl of provincial editors a prosperoas career anats it et ¢ futuse.
Subscriptions $2.00 yearly. - Ingersoli ** Sun.”

The Caxaniay Schioon JoUrNAL comes to hand this week with
its prospectus number. The Jouryar isan excellent paper for
these in whose interests it is published, and every teacher should
have it.  Tts subscription price is §2 per annum, aud we do not
know of a more profitable way of investing this sum. - WFeudville
Adracate.

All Sorts,

L4

Cork is the soft, elastic burk of a species of vak wlich grows
abundantsy 1 Spain, Italy, Algeria, and the south of Frauce.

Blessed is the man who has found his work ; let him ask no
other blessedness. — Carlyle.

Aczording to the theory of E. Siemns, flame is the result of an
infinite number of exceedingly minute clectrical tlashes, which are
caused by the swift motion of gascous particles.

The cyes of a bee contain 1,000 mirrars. This acconnts for the
reflection a man indulges in after a brief interview with one of
these pungent insects.

¢ How far is it to Batler, if T keep stright on v asked a city
chap of Charlie.  *“ According to the uew celectic gengraphy its
about 25,000 miles, if you keep straight on ; but if you turn and
go the other way, it's about Ialf & mile ¥

Any coward can fight a battlo when he's sure of winning ; but
givo mo the man who has the pluck to light when he's sure of
losing. —CGeorge Etiot,

‘ Your trip to Ttaly must have beon very pleasant,’” said a young
tlady to Sunpson, who had just returned from a forewn stiand,

“ Very mteresting, indeed,” answered he.  ** Now tell me,” said
she, ** does Ltaly really look like » boot 7 You know that's the
way it looks on the map.”

Aldittle ehild was besieging her father to take her to visit her
Verandmother, who lived at a distance. o get rid of her he said :
P41t costs ten dollars every time we go to seo grandma, Florence,
and ten dollars donlt grow on every bash.” ¢ Neither do
grandmas grow on every bush,” answered the little girl, promptly ;
annd her logic was convineing,  They went,

1 Ah T4, of La Porte, Col., 13 the wealthiest Chinaman in Amer-
pica, haviug o modest §2,000.000 to his credit. s fauuly consists
a wife and six children, and he has sent them back to the

|
of
Celestial kingdom to ive permanently, whither Ti will follow them
as seon as he scttles up his business.  He made his money in the
mines and in trade, and is going home to enjoy it.

This little story is related by Mr. Longfellow. A Parisian once
retarhed to him that there was one American word that he never
yeould waderstand, or find m any dictionary,  ** What is it " in-
yured the poet. ** Thateldo,™ was the reply.  ¢* I never heard of
the word,” saul Loungfelow.  Presently a servant came into re-
plenish the five.  After putting on a littlo fuel Longfellow re-
marked to him, * ‘That will do.” * Ha !’ exclaimed the French-
wan, * that is the very word which has troubled me.”

Literarp , Peviel,

The A, B C. Ruaben, & HaLr YEAR WITH ABECEDARIANS, i a series of 16
four puge primers for beginuers.  The progress from one sylable words of
thic httas to hnger words of one and two syllables 1s gradual and tho
sdea of Laving sixteen new Looks instead of one old and smled one 13 good.
Ao Lucell f Cu., 16 Jdstor Place, New York are the publishers.

“MY Wirs's REraTions; A Stony or Pienaxp” is the title of a child’s
hook written by the wife and illustrated by the daughter of Professor
Haxley.

I'he Christinas “ Wine Awake" 1san excellent number. It is brim full
of bright, breezy papers, readable stories ana apt illustrations. This
montaly strikes us as being particularly notoworthy for wide scope and
vartety both in ats subject matter and in the style and mode of treatment
of its writers.

X “N1.07 avk Do is a montlly recurd of Chinistian missions aud pratical
lalatluopy (Aitad by D, Barnardo of Londons England.  The December
nambeor, in addition to the usual amount of interesting fact and incident,
comnceted with Dr. Barnarde's good work for destitnte children, coutains
on the ontdide a portrait of Sir Johin A, Macdonald, the Premicr of
Canada,

Euinears o Monans, By Panl Janet, Translated by Vrs. C. R.
Cinsens, . S, Barues o Co. New York and Clicage. This work is
deemed the best of all those wnitten by this ennnent moralist for sehiool
and college purpoces. It is n system of practical rather than theorcical
marals, starting from a veligions stand pomt, for ns the Diitish Quarterly
Review says, M. Janet “cannot conceive morals without religion,” Tho
author deals first with the general principles of social and individual
marality, and then goes an to deduce and develope in & manner ramarkable

L or folnece and minuteness of detail, the various practical duties springing
therefrom.  Itis a work which will no doubt be largely used in colleges,
thangh teo elaborate for the pallic schools.

Our American neighbours are certainly pecrlessin the excellence of their
children’s puriodical Witerature,  Anything better adapted to delight the
goul of a child than the Jawmary number of “Oun Littir MEN axD
Wonx" we have never seen. The colored frontispiece representing “The
Hely Family ™ after Defregger, and ats companion * Venetian Fisher Boy

(ave beautiful studies for child or adult. The illustrations are cxcellent
throughout, both in design and execntion, and the lotter pressis notonly
bheantifully clear and inviting. but scems tous unnsually well adapted to the
taste and comprehension of the average child reader. This charming
child’s Mugazine is published by D. L sthrop & Co., Boston, at oue dollac
per year.
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