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REPORT.,

- LBGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
25th October, 1852,
{ Translation.) : R

The Special Committee to whom was referred the Bill intituled, “An Act to
“amend the laws relative to the practice of Physic, Surgery and Mid:
“wifery in Lower Canada,” have the honor to report as follows : ’

Your Committee having submitted the accompanying questions to different
members of the Medical Profession, both in Upper and Lower Carada, and having
duly considered the answers to the said questions, which they lay before Your Honor-
able House, are of opinion that the Act passed in the 10th and 11th years of Her -
Majesty’s Reign, intituled, “ An Aect to incorporate the Members of the Medical -
¢ Profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the study and practice of Physic and
‘¢ Surgery therein,” which entitles to a License to practise Physic, by a certificate .
of the Medical Board, and exempts from examination before that Board, all persons'
who are holdérs of Medical Degrees or Diplomas'in ‘any University or College in
Iler Majesty’s dominions, is not sufficiently calculated to prevent the abuses and
detect the i1apositions which may possibly occur. R

"That this law, in granting such a privilege, tolerates these abuses and.impo-
sitions which are most prejudicial to the intercsts and advantage of the public in
general, ' ‘ ‘ AR
- That with a view to prevent the abuses and impositions which, under the -
operation of that Act, may possibly occur, it should be amended as proposed.by Dr,
zaTerriére’s Bill, referred to this Commitiee, and by striking out the: proviso contained
in the ninth section thereof. - ’ RS

That in order to meet the wishes and views of the great majority of .the Physi<- . -
eians who have been consulted on this subject, and whose opinions are given
in theé annexed letters, your Committee have deemed it necessary to recommend’ - *
the three following -amendments to the Bill referred to them, namely: after the word' "
“therein” in the seventh line of the first section, add the following words: “ and
“the proviso contained in the ninth section ,ofihe same-Act;” :after:the -word
“and” in the same line of the same section, strike out the word -“is” and insert
the word “are ” in lieu thereof; and after the word “ cited ” in the-tenth line, ‘of
the second section, strike out the words, * Provided also, That &ny person who shall .. ;
“ have served in Her Majesty’s Army or Navy, being on half-pay, and producing his ",
“ Diploma or Commission in the Service as-such, to the Provincial Medical ‘Board,
“may obtain a Licence to practise Physic and Surgery without being bound to""
“ undergo an examination.” T

i oy {
Lot

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, - : . . ..
:CommrrrEE :Room. No. 4, ;...
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‘Questions submitted to différent Members of the’Medical Professic
cial Committee appointed to take into’ consideration’ the' Bill anne
Questions, “to-amend the law relativé to the practice of Physic,
“wifery in Lower Canada:: "~ - " U T T
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1. Will you please to suggest to the Committee the most effective means of
ascertaining the qualifications of those who present themselves before the Medical
Board of this Province to be licensed to practise Physie, Surgery -and Midwifery in
this Province ? : ,

2. From your experience as a Member of this Board or of the Collége of Physi-
cians in this Province, are you of opinion that the law which entitles to a license
from the Medical Board to practise Physic, and which exempts from examination
all those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas, obtained from any University or
College in Her Majesty’s dominions, is a sufficient security against abuses, and an
efficient check on the impositions which the law may occasion by such a dispen-
sation ? and what means do you consider that the Board might adopt to put an end
10 such abuses and impositions? ‘

3 Isit a fact within your knowledge, that a number of candidates have obtained
certificates in order to being licensed as Medical practitioners in this Province, on
presenting credentials, without possessing the necessary qualifications to practise the
Art? and state what you know on the subject, .

4. How many Colleges and Incorporated Schools do you number in this, Pro-
vince, in which the various branches of the Medical Art are taught with success? .

5, Should you think fit to confer on' the Professors of these different Medical -
Schools the privilege of granting credentials to their pupils, .the eflect of which
would be an exemption from examination before the Provincial Board ?

6. Speaking of reciprocity in Physic ; do you believe that an M. D. of McGill
College, or a licentjate of any Medieal School in Canada, going to England, would
be entitled to practise his profession there without previously undergoing an exami-
nation, and giving proof of his qualifications? ¥

7. Do you consider that the Bill hereunto annexed, brought in by Dr. LaTerriére, °
would be a sufficient remedy against the abuses and impositions in question ? and
if not, what would you suggest as a means of rendering this Bill more efficacious, .
and what effect would you expect therefrom ?

8. Do you consider that a law placing the Medical Profession on an equal foot-
ing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation of Practitioners
in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one paxt of :
the Province ? . ‘

Sir,

You are requested to answer the above questions at your earliest leisure, as the
Committee are desirous to report without delay.

By order, o
‘ J. P. LEPROHON,
‘ Clerk of C’mnmittee.{j

BILL. oy
i,
An Act to amend the Law relative to the practice of Physic, Surgery and Midwifery
in Lower Canada. _ )
Wamreas it is inexpedient that any person should obtain a licence to practi‘sie'i
Physic, Surgery or Midwifery in Lower Canada, without undergoing an examination%
before the Provincial Medical Board : Be it therefore enacted, &c., CE
That the seventh section of the Act passed in the Session held in the tenth and eleventh;;
years of Her Majesty’s Reign, and intituled, % An Act to incorporate the Members of;
.the Medical Profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the study and practice ofi
Physic and Surgery therein,” shall be, and is hereby repealed, . ST
-2 ‘ ¥ !
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And be it enacted, That for and notwithstanding any thing in the said Act, or in
the Act amending the same, passed in the twelfth year of. Her Majesty’s Reign, and
intituled, “An Act to amend the Act to incorporate. the Medical Profession in LoweF Caria-

“ da, and to regulate the study and practice of Physic and Surgery therein,” no person
shall, afterthe passing of this Act, receive a license from the Provincial Medical Board
to practise Physic, Surgery or Midwifery in Lower Canada, unless he shall have. -
undergone an examination before the said Board, and obtained a certificate of quali-
fication from the said Board ; Provided always, that nothing in this Act shall.-apply

io females practising Midwifery in Lower Canada under the provisions. of the Act
first above cited; Provided also, that any person who shall have served in' Her
Majesty’s Army or Navy, being on half-pay, and producing his Diploma or Coms- -
mission in the Service as such, to the Provincial Medical Board, may.obtain a License

to practige Physic and Surgery without being bound to undergo an examination. - -

Answers of Francis Badgley, Esquire, M'.‘D., of. Tmfonto. , -

The granting of a license to any individual to practise an Art must
necessarily depend upon two circumstances, first, that he shall have been properly
iaught the principles upon which that Art is based ; and secondly, that hé shall
have proved himself capable of exercising the said Art with safety and benefit ‘to -
the public, who are to be his employers—we recognize’ here then; the necessity for
Schools and Arbiters, Judges or Examiners. There are already in United Canada,
seven recognized Medical Schools, incorporated either by Act of the Provincial
Legislature or governed by Royal Charter. These are the University of MeGill'Col- = -
lege, the Canadian School of Medicine and the St. Lawrence School in Montreal,
ihe Quebec School of Medicine, and the Toronto University, Trinity College, and (ie
Upper Canada School of Medicine. I do not consider this number at all too large for." -
the Province, on the contrary, it is calculated to inspire an honorable rivalry in the =
Professors or Teachers of each Institution, to send out the best qualified .and. ‘best-
educated men ; but one thing is requisite, that a general law exist. renderingsthe ‘.
the system of education both preliminary and professional uniform throughout ‘ikie
Province, for if, as according to present law, the requirements of the’ two sections® -
of the Province be widely different, and yet the privilege exists of practising .
either in Upper or Lower Canada, after the procurement of the license in' one:orithe "
other, it will necessarily follow, that whenever the license can be obtainéd' most .
casily, then will the number of applicants be the greatest and" vice versd. - This.
developes the mecessity for a uniform standard of educational requiremients for.the .
whole Province. As for the best manner of proving the competency of men for prag- -
tice, I cannot for a moment conceive, that any other or better method'‘can be devised;.
than that of examination, either by vivd.voce questions and answers:orthese. commu- .
nicated by writing at the option of the Examiners; supported by practical: demonstra.
tions. I am strongly of opinion, that it will be ‘a most émportant step thereupon
(should itbe taken) both as regards the science of medicine and thé.people of Canada
of the privilege of granting credentials to their respective pupils, which' shall exempt ;.
these from examination before an independent Provincial Board, be accorded’ to the .
Teachers of any or each of the seven mow existing .or all future separate Schools, -
Science and public security must be sacrificed on the:shrine of pariy jealousy; oriof '
selfish or individual feelings and interests, No, let every candidate for'the Provincial,
License, whether. he be Canadian or Foreigner, whether he'possess:the:degree.of Uns.
versity of Edinburgh, or the Diploma,_of the College of Surgeons of:England:or:th
simple. certificale of the Secretary. of the School of Medicine:in which he: fias pursite
his studies, be subjected_to examination before. the Provincial “Boar ill:be thy
.care as.well as the duty of every University-or College posséssing the:po
an Honorary-Degree to be watchful on’this poirit, and’niot ‘confer 1t9n a

¢
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"not competent to pass a general examination before a Provincial Board. Iam per-
sonally cognizant of the fact, that partieshave become surreptitiously possessed of cer-"
tificates and credentials with a view to obtain license to practise from the Board ofﬁ;i
Upper and Lower Canada, and, that they have been successful in their artifice. -
Therefore I repeat, rather than permit each school to grant a license or its equivalent’;
credential, subject every candidate for license to examination before the Provincial:
Medical Board. On the matter of reciprocity in Physic the Committee will excuse -
mie for using what may at first sight appearto be rather a forcible expression, but:
1 must be permitted to express my own opinion of it, in saying, that the proposition
is a simple absurdity. Having resided and practised for thirteen years in the Metro-
polis of England, | feel, thatI may state, without fear of contradiction, that an M. D..
of McGill College or a Licentiate of either of the Boards of this Province, may prac:!
tise ‘in England without molestation and without undergoing any examination, p;’a-".l
vided he does not dispense his own medicines. He would be regarded as one of those hun-,
dreds of unlicensed Foreign Practitioners, who are not recognized or met in consul-
tation by any of the regular Physicians or Surgeons of England, and I may state.
further, that if such an individual ventured to dispense his own drugs as well s

. prescribe, he would expose himself to prosecution by the Apothecaries’ Company«off‘j
London, in the same manner as persons selling liquors without license are prosecuted: :
at the instance of the Licensed Victuallers, by virtue of their Protection Aet. . "

In conclusion, I would beg lcave to suggest with all earnestness and in all:

:
sincerity, that with a view to protect the people of Canada from the drea‘dful’f’i

{

results every day visible of the unchecked, agrarian practice of the hordes of:;
unprincipled, ignorant and unlicensed Quacks that infest Canada, a generalA’fc'.t(}‘
for the Incorporation of the licensed Members of the Medical Profession in the Un,ité‘“ilg.’sﬁ?
Province be passed, conferring upon the Corporation all the usual powers granted 101
similar bodies and all full powers to regulate the study and practice of medicine in:.
Canada, requiring the curriculum of study &e., for the two sections of the Province to
be identical. The license granting free permission to practise throughout the Pro- K
vince, insisting upon the future licentiate undergoing an examination belore the
' Sectional Board constituted under this Act, and that the. only exception shall be in favor
of thosc gentlemen who can exhibit a Commission in the Medical Department of:
the Army or Navy, (being now on half pay) and of which they can declare on oath,":
that they became possessed honestly. L

I believe that such a measure would meet with the most hearty approbation. .
of the Members of the Profession both in Upper and Lower Canada ; that it :
would tend to elevate the science and practice of medecine in this portion of the. |
New World ; and that it would becalculated, (by bringing together at stated périods ;
Medical men from distinet points of the Province, whose combined information:on’
local statistics, natural peculiarities of soil, climate, and meteorological changes Wodl\\dit

still further the immense and hidden resources of Canada, by which she migh
eventually be made to assume her rightful position among Nations.

(Translau'on.)
Answers of Joseph Painchaud, Esq., M. D., Quebec.

To 1st Question.—Let all candidates give proof of having ‘confotm’ed,gt‘éiﬁ‘tihjéﬁ;‘
provisions of the law regulating the study of Medicine in this Province, andlef
them be subjected to a strict, but equitable, examination. o, it
" To 2nd Question.—That law is not a sufficientsecurity. The best way of check¥;
ing such abuses would be to invest the Medical Board with the optional po; Of: S

.examining «ll who present themselves to ‘be licensed. A law-of this kind ;wé’ﬁlﬁ

v
L
53




16 Victorie. . Appendjix ‘ (G AG.f,'Gr‘.j

T'o 3rd Question.——To my knowledge; as a member of the Medical Boayxd, can--,
didates bearing diplomas, williout possessing the necessary quahﬁcatlons, have pre-:
sented themselves before the Board to be licensed to practise. One, the bearer of a
McGill diploma, had. studied medicine but eighteen months. I asked that he
should be made to swear that he had studied dunng the period required by law ; the.
McGill gentlemen, forming a majority,opposed mydemand, and the candidate obtaiﬁed
his license. An Iushman, the bearer of a Surgical d:ploma, presented himself t0,be
licensed ; his diploma exempted him from examination on that branch_(Surgery) ;
doubts arose as to his right to the diploma. Had he not .bought it, or borrowed it?
The question was solved by the oath required by law. Subjected 0 an éxamination
on medicine, he gave proof of the grossest ignorance. Six months after, he: went
up to Montreal, and obtained his license !

T'o 4th Questzon —We have, in Lower Canada, McGu\l College, and three mcor
porated Schools of Medicine. o

To 5th Question.—It .would, at once, destroy the honor of the Profession, peul .,
the lives of the citizens, and have the effect of selling diplomas at a discount, putlmclr
them up at auction, to be knocked down to the lowest bidder. ‘

To 6th Question.—I am under the i 1mpressxon that 1hey would have 1o undertro
an examination, and to give proof of their qualifications.-

T'o "ith Question.—Undoubtedly that Bill ‘would suffice. Tt would be more
effective, however, were it to extend to both sections of the Province. -Upper Canada .
diplomas give the right of practising in Lower Canada without wndergoing an
pwmznatzon before the Medical Board, and, if Dr. Laterriére’s measure does
extend 1o Upper Canada, the students will all go. and procure diplomas, and our
four Schools be deserted. This is really what MeGill College gleatly fear,
and with very good reason. Dr. Laterriére’s measure does not in any way. affect
Upper Canada, inasmuch as its licentiates do not come to Lower Canada with. a
view of practising.

70 8th Queslion.—Such a law would meet the wishes and receive the approbaa
tion of a very great majority of the practitioners of this Province.

“ : L e

Answers‘of William Marsden, Esq., M. D., of Quebec.

To 1st Question.—The most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications |
of those who present themselves beforé the Medical Board of this Province to be
licensed to practise Physic, Smigery and Midwifery, is by submitting them- to a
striet, systematic, well-digested exammanon, before competent Exarminers. -

To 2nd Question.—From many years’ experience as a Medical Examiner,. and
as a Governor of the Board of the College of’ Physicians and Surgeons of Lower
Canada, I am of opinion that'the Degree of Doctor in Medicine - -conferred byxa.
Umvmsuy in the British dominions, oz(ght tn-excémpt the holder from an examiination’ - .
before the Provincial Medical Boald provided the curriculum of study p 1‘escnbed
in such University be not less than that demanded by the College of Physlclanq and.”
Surgeons in this Province ; but,as I have known instances of abuse of this puvxlege,
[ thmk itwould be dequable that the College or Board of Medical B\amxncrs ehquld ;
have a discretionary power to examine the bearer of Degrees or not, as they might; '’
see fit, but not that the examination should be made lmperanve.‘ Degrees' are\
usually obtained in' British Universities for a high order of Piofessional learmn& Y
and I should not therefore be disposed to sanction the ehactment of any law that:
might have the effect’of lowering the value of these Degrees in the estlmatmn\,
Medical Studemc, so as ‘to make them indifferent to then' attamment whlch’woul‘
be the case were the re-examination’ of ‘the bearer 1mperat1ve on.the T Exammels K
think the above sugﬂestwn, if carried out, would be a. suﬁ‘icxem check upon impo
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sition, and would meet the objcct of the Honorable Dr. LaTerridre, viz. : to protect :
the public and elevate the character of the Medical profession in the Province.

To 3rd Question.—1 know of instances of persons obtaining license to practice
without possessing the necessary qualification, who had presented degrees and:
certificates 1o the, Medical Boards which did not belong to them, and were not
obtained by them honestly. I may mention the case of one Bernard Murray, who';
obtained license {o practise by presenting the Diploma or Degree of a deceased?
relative or namesake ; and the case of John Lilly Hall, at present one of the Sur-
geons of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital in this City, who presented certificates:
to the Board, purporting to have been obtained by him in the University of Glasgow,
but which were forgeries. In proof of this, I am in possession of the affidavit of a
gentleman to the cfect, 1o whom the fact was known, and I have also the certificate¥
of “James Sealon Reid, D. D)., Secretary of the liniversity of Glasgow,” bearing -
the.seal of the University, stating that the name of John Lilly Hall does not appear
anywhere in the records of the University, as having been a student there. ‘

To 4th Question.—Hitherto I cannot say that any Medical School in this Pro-
vince has taught the Medical Art with anything like success, excepting McGill
College, by which I mean, has delivered a complete and profitable course of lectures,
illastrations and demonstrations, but even in that School Medical teaching has of
late been very mach deteriorated by the incorporation of too many medical schools;
in Montreal. From many years’ experienice as a Medical teacher and lecturer,
know that the mere act of incorporating a number of persons does not make thems:
all able or efficient lecturers or teachers, and the most ordinary observer cannot faiks
to remark that the existence of three Medical Schools in a City of the population of;
Montreal, is absurdly out of proportion to its wants, besides being the direet mean
of deteriorating medical knowledge, as the combined talent of the three Schoo
would not be'too great if concentrated into one; nor would the whole number off
students in the three Schools be more than sufficient to indemnify men of ability fot!
the time devoted to teaching them. An idea may be formed of how Medical teachit;
ing is overdone in Montreal by a comparison of that City with London. Suj
posing the standard of Medical knowledge to be equal in both places (and;
I am not prepared, nor do I desire to draw any comparison unfavorable to either)y
London, in order to be upon an equal fooling with Montreal in the number of i
Schools, in proportion to population, ought to have one hundred and twenty-fiv
Universities, Colleges, or Medical Schools! Montreal, with only forty-eight license
practitioners of all classes, professes to fill upwards of thirty Medical chairs or Pr
fessorships !'! If we extend this comparison to all England against the District ofy

Montreal, the disproportion will be still greater. et
To bth Question.—Rather than permit the ‘professors of the different Medig;

Schools to license their own students, I would prefer absolute “free trade”: in%
3

Physic. Such a system does not exist in Great Britain or Ireland. Sach a »ystcx‘f%
would degrade the profession to the lowest level, and would be a premimm-fois
ignorance, as the School that was most facile in licensing, would certainly have {h
‘largest number of students, and send abroad the greatest number of licensed- bl
heads.
T'o 60k Question.—Respecting “ Reciprocity in Physic,” I believe that |
graduate of MeGill College, or the licentiate of any other Colonial College or Se¢hod
is not allowed to practisc Physic or Suxgery in Great Britain or Ireland, without$:
previous examination, nlthough the certificates of Colonial Selools for lectures, 0
are received in Grept Britain as proof, and placed on the same footing as their atel
~ in Colonial Universities ; but, in the adjoining Btates of America, the Degrees:ofi
.British and Irish Universities are received as proof of qualification, and ?i,@é‘f'l
granted upon them without the ord?al of an examination. / :
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To th Question.—I do not think that the proposed Bill of the Honorable: Dr.. |
LaTerriére would be a sufficient remedy against abuses and impositions, nor that it
would answer “is intentions in its present form. In order to eﬂgct‘ what the. Honor:
able mover-desires, it would also be necegsary to repeal the 9th section of the '10th.
and 11th Vie., cap. 26, otherwise the effect would only be to drive the. bearersof*
Degrees who were candidates for license, to Upper Canada, to obtain the same;:.
when they could return to Lower Canada to practise. The real effect would-only "
be to put the eandidate to a little more cost for travelling, and deprive the Lower'.
Canada College of the fees. : : L BRI

To 8th Question.—I am’ of opinion that a law placing the Medical profession
apon an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet the approval of. a"
very large majority of the Medical profession in both Provinces, and would obviate
most of the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one part of the Provinee. "

Answers of Wolfred Nelson, Esq., M. D., of Montreal. ‘

To 1st Question.—It must be abundantly evident to every man who has consi- .
dered the matter, that the best and “ most effectual means for ascertaining' the-quali-
fications” of an aspirant to the Medical Profession, is by an examination before ja.-
Medical Board, elected by, and from among the Medical Practitioners of the Proviiic

To 2nd Question.—No degree or diploma should exempt a candidate fo
liceuse from a public examination ; which is, in reality, the only sure and corréct
way to test his capacity and fitness. In England, as well as elsewhere, very manye
incompetent persons have been admitted to the practice of the Medical Profession’, "
in all its branches, in virtue of a diploma unworthily bestowed ; and too often -
obtained through interest, or by purchase. o s

To 3rd Question.—There have been several instances in Canada, where:)
have obtained a license to practise, by being the bearers of diplomas that ha
been surreptitiously acquired. In one case, the individual changed his name. ’to
takethat which had been inscribed on a diploma which had been grinted to another;

but who had subsequently died. ‘ . B
T'o 4th Question.—There are four incorporated Schools of Medicine in’Lower
Canada, enjoying different measures of prosperity. The writer deems himgelf wa
ranted in making the following remarks :—It would, i every way, be unadvisable
give the right to one School, of granting diplomas by which a license is procured
without further examination, if a similar privilege is withheld from its competitors.
This would be unfair, and an act of partiality which would not fail to cause, ‘drid
has long since caused, much dissatisfaction throughout. the country, as has often -
been expressed in public mectings of the body of the Profession in Lower Canada.
It is indeed 1o constitute and establish a monopoly, which is always;injurious 10’ the
interests of society, and naturally hateful to others who'are debarred from thé same
privilege. Innumerable abuses have resulted from such practices. It does not
appear that any good reason can he'advanced why Great Britain shonld,. in matters
of science any more than in those of a political nature, interfere with what exch
vely concerns the ¢nternal interests of this colony; nor does the writer hesitate’lo
give it as his decided opinion, that it would appear to him to be a duty incumbe

on the Government and Legislature of Canada, to adopt such steps as'may. do" Wy

with a species of favoritism as odious to the body of the Medical Profession as
has the aspect of partiality and invidiousness. - All our institutions should be pla
on a par: there would then be an incentive to emulation, and a fair struggle:
superiority, by. o manly and virtuous. rivalry; and thus science would “mak
greater strides, and the good of so¢iety 'be much enhanced. ' Noble nichds woul,
be afraid of competition, nor attempt to:escape from an arena.whére howor ca:
be lost, although victory may not always crown the laudable efforts for ascend,

\
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To 5th Question.—xperience has but too fully proved, that the very worst
consequences would arise if every Medical School had the right to grant diplomas,
which would be equivalent to a license, or which would secure one on presentation.
In the United States, especially, where this pernicious system prevails, and where,
notwithstanding there are many Medical men of equal eminence to any in Europe,
the whole Union is festering with quacks of all grades and denominations. The
struggle between such institutions is not as to which shall offer superior advantages
io the candidates, but is regulated by the desire of attracting the largest classes, and
consequently, greater emoluments. The fees are small, the attendance desultory,
and the diplomas most easily and injudiciously obtained, The following extract
from the very first medical periodical in the world, ¢ The London Lancet,” is so
apposite to the subject under consideration, that it has been deemed meet to. trans~+
eribe it: ¢ There is little or no hope for professional advancement to the young men:
‘ entering upon the practice of Medicine or Surgery, unless the Boards of Examiners
“ are brought to feel that they exist, not as machinery for overcrowding the Profes- -
¢ sion, but for repressing overcrowding. They should stand at the portals, not with
“ an interest in increasing the numbers already struggling in the arena, but animated by the .
¢ sense of their duty to suffer none to pass through but the pErFECTLY QUALIFIED. There:!
“ would then be elbow-room for the true sons of medicine, and for hard-working
¢ students, and we should in due time thrust out the quacks who enter in such numbers
by the College gates.” London, 18th September, 1852, As before stated, there
should be buf one avenue, accessible to all candidates, for entering the profession, :
and that should be by a public examination ; a mode that a really able and indus- "
trious graduate would rather court than avoid, as affording convincing proof of his .
qualifications ; whereas to seek a protection from it by availing himself of a diplome "
granted by privileged Schools would be to confess kis deficiency in capacity and acquirements.:

To 6th Question.—England admits of no ¢ Reciprocity in Medicine,” between'
herself and her colonies, or indeed with any other country, save by the agency of a’
thorough examination, and this drrespective of the credentials of her own Colleges.:
Neither “an M. D. from McGill College,” nor a ¢ Licentiate of Canada,” would find
favor there. In proof of this fact, it 1s deemed proper to give a couple of extracts
from a small work published in London, in 1844, entitled, ““ An examination of the
¢ Laws which rclate to the Medical Profession in England.” At page 11, we find'
these words :—* As the law now exists, it is evident that no person can legally '
“ practice as a Physician, both in London and in the country, without possessing a
“ double license, except graduates of Oxford or Cambridge, and who must be at the
‘ same time possessed of the London license of the College of Physicians.” Even
the celebrated London University, whose charter was obtained in November, 1836,
(7 William 1V,) “has no power of conferring any-other privileges upon its gradu-
‘“ ates than the titles of its degrees. It gives them ~o vicENsE fo practise medicing
“én any department ; nor does it exonerate them from serving on juries; nor {rom:
‘ being appointed to the office of constable, &e., &c., nor from being called
“ upon to perform any other parochial duties, like the rest of the Parishioners,?.;
(p.67.) Now, it must appear rathér strange to every unprejudiced mind, that, i
this country, pretensions should be sot up to vights and immunities which are not
recognized in the land where the College itself derives its existence. ook

To 1¢h Question.—Dr. Laterridre’s Bill seems well adapted to the exigencies off;

the country, and would effectually prevent many of the abuses of which such louc
and frequent complainis have been made. His exemption from * examination, of
¢ persons who shall have served in Her Majesty’s Army and Navy,” is based -om:
correct views ; for it would be cruel to compel veterans in the Profession, who woul :
of necessity have forgotien much of the minutiw of the science, while engaged:}
actively in their official carecr, to rehearse the lessons of their youth. If they ‘ar

g




\ s
‘

16 Victorize. 3

1

 Appéndix (6: G, )

.

—— —

ihought fit-to serve the Crown, it is reasonable to suppose that they. should be equally -
competént to practise in.private lile, with their vastly increased experience,,.: " i ",

"I 8th Question.—But one law sl-ould prevail in both Provinces for regulating .
the practice of Physic ; and it would be advisable that there should be but*one Board .
of Examiners, which would meet two or three .times a year, in the nlosfg'bégjcr?'.?]lﬁ,

part of either Province. - This would not only have the effect of establishing some
thing like system in medical matters, creating an excellent feeling among the mem
bers of the Profession, but give a healthy impetus to medical inquiry, and likewise.,
afford the best possible opportunity for communicating to each other their respective ™.
views in reference to medical statistics, public health, &c., as well.as for the adopting...
of measures that might be found of the utmost imporjance in times of epidemic,’; i}
and contagious diseases. Suggestions emanating from such a body would naturally:
secure a respectful consideration from Government, and be of invaluable advantage:
io the whole: country and to medical science. . - : T

\

Y

w . A

( Translation.)

Answers of Dr. Pratt, of St. Vincent de Piiul C .

To 15t Question.—I do not believe it possible to ascertain the qualifications .of
those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province, to-be licensed.
to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in_this Province, otherwise than by’an, .
examination ox all the branches of the Medical Art, had before a Provincial Bodrd,

. v A . ' 44 .
composed of such members of the Profession as, by their talents.and knowledg €]
entitled to most respect. . % T

To 9nd Question.—The law which entitles to a license from the Medical’
to practise Physic, and which exempts from examination, before such Board;all,
those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any. Univegsity. or
College in Her Majesty’s dominions, is not, in my opinion, a sufficient security;
against abuses, nor an effectual check on the impositions, which the law, I:think
encourages by such an exemption. The best means of.putting'an end to-such, 9huécé$
and impositions, would be, in my opinion, notwithstanding ‘the hardship, likely,
to arise from such a plan in certain cases of sufficiently rare occurrence, I think;
to oblige, by law, the Medical Board to examine all such persons on all the branche
of the medical Profession. C S SRR

To 8rd Question.—1 am not aware that a- naimber of candidates dn,prgs{é‘ﬁgting

e . - . . . . tp v 1 S
credentidls, have obtained certificates, in order.to be licensed as Medical Practitioners ';

.

in this Province, without posscssing the necessary qualifications to practise’ thie 5
Art; and I can give no information ou this subject. ' " ‘

e

To 4th Question.—1I cannot say how many Colleges and"Inco;por,atedi’;’S}ifgppls
in which the various branches of the Medical Art are taught with ‘success,  are, ;
operation in this Province. McGill College and the Incorporated Medical and.Sur
gical School of Montreal, in both of which - the Art is taught with success,  arn
only ones J have any knowledge of. ‘ ' ‘ o CE

To 5th Question.—I should not be of opinion to- confer, on the Professors of &
different Medical Schools, the privilege of granting diplomas’ to their, pupils; ‘the
offect of which would be to exempt them from examination before the Provi ici
Board, and much less to confer snch privilege on the Professors of any one; of.-th
Schools, to the detriment of those of another, or of the other Schools, equally

ingO{.it:‘ ‘ ) ) L R . S ,
To 6l Question.—Reciprocity in Medieine, would not prove'in.favor of Ca

and 1 very much doubt whether an M. D. of McGil] ‘College, or'a liceni

Medical- School in Canada, going'to England, would be entitled 10 precti

fession there, without previously undergoing an examination, and giving pr
N . - ST =i i ARSI A PR
qualifieations. .. .. 7 . Lo o O ]
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To Tth Question.—I believe the Bill brought in by Dr. LaTerriere would be a
sufficient remedy against the abuses and impositions above referred to in the second
question, | . ‘

To 8th Question.—I cannot say that a law placing the Medical Profession on
an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation of
Practitioners in gencral, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only
one part of the Province.

Answers of R. L. McDonnell, Esquire, M. D., Montreal.

7o 15t Quesiion.—The nost effectual mode is by a fair and impartial examina-
tion by persons fully competent lo examine. ‘ .

7o 2nd Question.—I am of opinion that the holders of such certificatcs, degrees,
or diplomas, should undergo an examination before the Provincial Board, unless the
Board be of opinion that snch examination is unnecessary, from the fact of the ap-
plicant for license being well known to the Board from his professional attainments.
If such a person should apply for license, the Board should have the power of dis-
pensing with an examination, if it thought fit to do so. .

To 3rd Question.—I have heard of instances where parties have assumed the
names, and practised upon the degrees of deceased Physicians, Such impostors
would be detected by an examination.

To 4th Question.—The different branches' of medical science are taught with
success in McGill College, the 8t Lawrence School of Medicine, Montreal, the
¢ School of Medicine,” Montreal, and in the Quebec School of Medicine.

To bth Question.—I am opposcd to the plan of giving the School the power of
examining their own students, with a view of granting them a certificate by which_
they would escape a second examination before the Provincial Board; but if that power’
be granted to McGill College, I would recommend its being also conferred upon the
incorporated Schools, for if not, the Faculty of McGill College would thus obtain an

-advantage over the Schools, to which it is not entitled, cither from the standing of its
members, or from their talents or attainments as lecturers ; and if they possessed this
great advantage over the other Schools of the Province, it might be used, for the pur-
pose of attracting students to their College, for students will flock to that institution
whose curriculum of study is shortest and where the degree is most easily obtained,
so that for the reasons already assigned as well as for the character and respectability
of McGill College, I am of opinion, that that privilege should not be conferred upon it.

To 6th Question.—A graduate of McGill College would not be recognized in the
Mother Country. He could not be appointed Surgeon or Physician to any Hospital or
Dispensary, and he would not be admitted into the Medical Department of the Army
or Navy. The Universities and Colleges of Great Britain recognize the lectures delivered -
at McGill College, (as they also do those of all the Canadion incorporated Schools ;) but they
do not recognize the degree of McGill College ; and those students possessing that de-
gree who were anxious to graduate at the Institution at home, were allowed credit for
the lectures they attended, but their degrees for McGill College were not looked at. .

Th 775!; Questivn.—I belicve that Dr. Laterriére’s Bill will remed’y the abuses alluded |

.

to. ;

7o 8th Question.—I do belicve that the placing of the Profession of the two Pro- .
vinces on an cqual footing, would meet the approbation of the Profession ; and I have
advocated this plan in the Ctnada Medical Jowrnal. T may here mention that I have this’
day received a letter from the Editor of the Upper Cunuda Medical Journal, in which he
_says, that he is going to advocate the same plan, and that he thinks it would give great
satisfaction in Upper Canada. In conclusion, I would not exempt half pay Medical Office
. of the Medical Department of the Army or Navy, fromi e xamination, for at this very moment
the British Colleges of Surgeons are protesting against a new arrangement likely to be

10 .
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adopted, by which a Diploma in Surgery is hot to be considered necessary to admis-* «
sion into the Medical Departments of these services. RSN

A : . .
: . L

Answers of Frs. C. T. Arnoldi, Esquire, M. D., of Montreal. . = 2 '

To 1st Question.—The most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications'
. of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province, to be.
licensed to practise- Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, -is by a fair and impartial .
examination before the College -of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada,.on .
all the branches of the profession. SRR
To 2nd Question.—I have had frequent experience that the law which exempts
from exarmination all those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas obtained fror
any University or College in Her Majesty’s dominions, is not a sufficient security.
against abuges nor.an efficient check on the impositions which the law may occasion.
by such a dispensation ; I would therefore humbly suggest, as. my own moral con-,
viction, that the' hestmedns to put an end tosuch abuses and impositions, would be the.
subjecting of all persons desirous to obtain a license to practise Medicide,, Surgery' i
and Midwitery in the Province, to an imnartial examination on every branch of the."
profession, before the College of Physici: 13 and Surgeons. . PR
To 3rd Question.—1 boldly assert that I know of several who have presented:
themselves before the Provincial Medical ‘Board with University degrees, without,
possessing the necessary qualifications to practise the Medical art. :

To 4th Question.—I recognize the Faculty of Medicine of McGill College, the
Montreal French School of Medicine, the Montreal 8t. Lawrence School of 'Medi
cine, and the Quebec School of Medicinc ; but, as to whether they have all taught.
the Medical Art with success, I am not prepared to answer. S

To 5th Question.—1I would most respectfully and solemnly protest against: con-
ferring on the Professors of thesc different Medical Schools the privilege of granting:
credentials to their pupils, the effect of which would be an exemption from-exami-
_nation before the Provincial Board,for the following reasons: firstly, it would.

annihilate the status and power of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, by 183
dering it perfectly nugatory ; and, secondly, it would be holding out an inducemsr
to each School to grant certificates to many who do not hold sufficient professional
qualifications, the consequence of which would be that the present elevated standard’
of the Profession would be swamped by ignorant charlatans, and the safety of 'tl
public very materially endangered. ‘ .

T 6th Question.—I beg to inform you, that, as far as the British dominions
concerned, there is no “ Reciprocity in Physic.” A graduate of MecGill College,:or:
licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, is not entitled to practise the Medical
Profession in Great Britain, without previously undergoing an examination, ‘and
giving proof of his qualifications ; and I would further beg leave to inform you that;
cven an Edinburgh graduate dare not attempt to practise in London, without previ
ously submitting to an eXamination at Apothecary’s Hall." - Still more, the“rank’
Physician-and Surgeon in London, is held so sacred that 'nome are recognized:
such unless they have gone throngh their studies at Oxford, of Cambridge, or Trinity
College, Dublin ; consequently, I would recommend, as a necessary and just’ act
Reciprocity, that all'pérsons wishing to obtain license to practise Medicine,’ Sui
and Midwifery it this Province, be subjected to a testing examination,whether
present degrees or certificates from ' Royal Chartered Institutions or'rot.” =~ "

To "1th Question—I highly approve of the first pait of Dr. Latérriere’s Bill, "as
a sufficient remedy against the abuses and ithpositions in question; but'cafinot Admit
that a half-pay military or naval Medical Officer should ‘be entitléd;to any midre’eon®

sideration -than-any othier person” holdinig, 2s‘a civilian, “equally High*if ‘no
R T e N R (AR o :
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To 8th Question.—I am thoroughly averse 1o placing the Medical Profession
on an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, as far as a junction or an union
of the two Provinces are concerned. In the first place, the Medical Profession of
Lower Canada is already incorporated—the Medical Profession of Upper Canada is
not; and even though the Medical Profession of Upper Canada should become
incorporated, it must not be forgotten that the Medical Institutions in Upper Canada
(alreddy numerous) are governed by statutes, rules and regulations in many points
differing from those governing the Medical Institutions in Lower Canada. .

(T'ranslation.)
Answers of Dr. J. Z. Nault, of Quebec.

T 1st Question.—The most effective mode of ascertaining the qualifications of the
candidates, consists, in my opinion, in an examination before the Medical Board.

To 2nd Question.—The law, as it stands, does certainly not present sufficient secu-
rity against abuses, and my conviction is the result of many years’ experience as a
member, as well of the former, as of the present Medical Board.  The means to put an
end to abuses and impositions, would be to adopt the mode set forth in the preceeding
answer, viz : to subject bearers of credentials to an cxamination, when deemed ne-
cessary by the Board.

7o 8rd Question.—Several.

To 4tk Question.—Four ; a College and two Incorporated Schools in Montreal, and
one Incorporated School in Quebec. .

To 5th Question.—Not at all—it would have the effect of creating competition’
between the Schools, and would, undoubtedly, give rise to many more abuses than those
at present in cxistence. ;

To 6th Question.—I do not believe it.

To Tth Question.—The Bill brought in by Dr. LaTerriére does not appear to me to
afford a'sufficient remedy for the abuses already mentioned. The' exemption from
cxamination granted to the Medical Officers of Her Majesty’s Army and Navy, might
give occasion to imposition, and, moreover, would be an injustice done to other
graduates whose Medical education has been obtained in the same Universities with them,
and who, nevertheless, would be subject to examination. All candidates, without dis-

tinction, should be, at the discretion of the Medical Board, subject to examination.
' To 8th Question.—I am convinced it would.

—

(Translation.)
Answers of Dr. Ol. Robitaille, of Quebec. ,

To 1st Question.—The most effective mede of ascertaining the qualifications of those
who present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province, to be, licensed to
practise Physic, &c., would be to.oblige them, by law, to produce certificates and .,
documents establishing that they have ‘studied during the time required by law. . !

. To 2nd Question.—As a member of the Medical Board,at its formation, thdt is to sa¥,, .
during the three first years, I know that diplomas were produced before the Board,
the hearers of which were suspected of not having studied Medicine during the . -
period by law required, the bearer of a diploma being only obliged to swear. :
that he is the real proprictor of such diploma. 1 am of opmnion that the law, as it -
now stands, is not a sufficient sccurity against abuses, and does not present ade-
quate means of detecting imposition. To obviate these inconveniences, the Medical
Board alone, should possess the right of granting a license to practise, notwithstanding;’

that a diploma to that effect, may have been previously obtained. :
To 3rd Question.—1 cannot state anything positive in answer to this question;

do not, therefore, think it right to record the different rumours on the subject.
12
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To 4th Question.—The Colleges and Incorporated Schools in which the various
branches of the Medical art are taught with success in this Province, amount to four:ix
number. o ‘ o : coree i

o 5tl. Question.—1I unhesitatingly say, that Iam not of opinion to confer. on the P
fessors of these different Schools, t%e ‘privilege-of granting to their pupils' credentials,
exempting them from examination before the Proviricial Board.. Such plan would:givé'use
to sad abuses which would more fatally affect society.in general, than the Medical Profes-
sion ; a contest, not of science, but of money, would take place. - Diplomas and licénsds.
to practise, would become articles of ‘merchandize, to-be"sold at"a discount.=- It *
would certainly endanger sociéty to ‘enact~such a'law. Something of the samerkind
was adopted. in the American Union, but proved baneful and was abaridone

" To 6th Question.—When Great Britain gives .to Medical Men ‘from the colonies;
the right of practising within ‘her limits, without previously subjecting them:todan
examination, then it will-be time-enough to speak of reciprocity.in. medical:matters:
But such a thing does- not ‘exist, and never has existed ; we must protect ourselves'by
refusing to grant a’ license on a diploma, unless the bearer 'shall, by an-examina-
tion before the Board, when by them deeméd necessary, have given. proof ‘oft-his
capacity. ‘ o ‘ L s

P Toy Tth Question.—Yes ; but it would not be just that it should-only apply:to Low
Canada, inasmuch as an Upper Canada licensed Practitioner would -have the right of
practising in Lower Canada, whilst Lower Canada licentiates would not enjoy a“corres---
ponding right in Upper Canada. - o ] v

To 8th Question.—The Medical Profession in Upper Canada ought to be in¢drpo-
rated and placed on'the same footing as that of Lower Canada, with this provision, how- i,
ever, that there should be two distinct Boards, possessing-alone the discretionary:right®;
of examination in suspected cases. ‘ Co ek

e et s

Answers of Greorge B. Fenwick, Esquire, M. D., of Montreol. "

To 1st Question.—The most effective means of ascertaining the qualification
candidates for license to practise Physic, ‘Surgery and Midwifex‘% in this‘Province, i
examination, before’ competent persons composing'the Medical Board: * "

" To 2nd -Question.—In my opinion, the law on this point is defective,'as-it'does"
prevent abuses. I consider that all candidates for license to. practise ‘Pliysic, “Surge
and Midwifery in this Province, shoéuld be compelled to undergo-an examination'bef
the Medical Board of the College of Physicians and’ Surgeons,- whether, ‘or not; ‘the:

ossessed or held certificates, degrees or -diplomas from any’ University or -College+in
%er Majesty’s dominions. Those who had obtained a regular collegiate education, or
who possessed ‘credentials from any University-or College'in Her Majesty’s dominions;
such were obtained with honor .and ‘credit to' themselves, could. have no objection
submit 'to.an exantination. The-efféct of this would be; to, exclude.fromthe practis
our Profession, many who are yearly flocking to our.country, whose impérfect
ledge of the first principles,+of .their profession, is'but too:sadly known...: Pers
this stamp come before the Board of the College’ of Physicians and-Surgeonis,, for;licenise
cach time ‘they .hold' their session,;and although ‘tliey (the :Board)-may be: perfectly.
aware of  their utter ‘ink:omget'ency to. practise; ;;iypt“ from'the candidate’ possessing;
tificate, diploma or degreefrom some recognized University or Collége; they. (the?
are unable to refuse them license, on the plea‘of ignorance,’. . .' ..

To 8rd. Quiestion.—I: believe, firmly, that:a.number - of :candi
license to practise ithe'Medical: Profession- in ;this ‘Proyince, on -
without possessing. the necessary:qualifieations to/practise: the Ar

To 'Etli,Quéstion.‘wg'«l‘h‘e "varioiis brancheg'of Medical Science are :

S
dates hav,

; by the University of McGill i College ;.the. Montreal: Schiool..of- M
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Lawrence School of Medicine, in the City of Montreal ; and the Quebec School of
Medicine, in the City of Quebec. : "

To 5th Question.—By conferring on the Lecturers of these different Medical
Schools, the privilege of granting credentials to their pupils, which will entitle the
holders thereof to obtain a Provincial license, to practise the profession of Physic, Sur-
gery and Midwifery, without submitting to examination before the Provincial Board,
would lower, very materially, the standard of the profession ; but at the same time it is
‘to be regretted, that any one School should possess that privilege, and the others be
exempt, inasmuch as it gives the holders of such privilege, an undue influence, and an
unfair advantage over the other Schools, which is not warranted by the standard of their
comparative professional acquirements. ‘

To 6th Question,—I not only believe, but I am positively certain, that an M. D. of
McGill College, or a licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, going to England,
would not be entitled to practise his profession in that country, without submitting to
an examination ; in proof of this I would give the case of a personal friend, a Dr. Baker,

a graduate of McGill College, who is, I believe, at present practising his profession in
the County of Berkshire, England. At the commencement of his career as a Medical =
Practitioner in England, some three years since, he was threatened with prosecution,
.and was, I believe, obliged to go to London, to submit to an examination before he was
entitled to practise as a general Practitioner.

To Tth Question.—I consider the first part of the Bill hereunto annexed, brought
in by Dr. LaTerriére, would, so far as it goes, be a sufficient remedy against the abuses
‘and impositions in question ; but the latter part, which has referrence to British gradu-
ates obtaining a license to practise, without previously submitting to examination before
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, has, in my opinion, a baneful
influence on the Profession of Canada, inasmuch as it throws open the door to any per-
son who may have been so lucky as to possess himself of a British diploma or certificate.
- T would suggest that all persons desirous of obtaining license to practise the profession
of Medicine in Canada, whether they do or do not possess a cerlificate, diploma or
degree, from any University or College, should be obliged to undergo an examination .
before the Board of Governors of the College of Physicians and Surgeons ; such exami- -
nation being granted only upon the candidate giving satisfactory evidence of his having-
fulfilled the term of study required by the Act incorporating the profession, passed in
the year 1847. ‘

To 8th Question.—I consider a law placing the Medical Profession on an equal |
footing in both Sections of the Province, would give general satisfaction, and a College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, would do much to place the profession of Medi-. .
cine in that elevated and honorable position which it holds in other countries. ;

'

Answers of Jolm Mackelcan, Esq., of Hamilion, M. R. C. 8., London. s

To 1st Question.—The most effectual means of ascertaining the qualifications of
candidates for licenses to practise Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, I believe to be a vita '
woce examination on the different branches of knowledge required, with the addition
(in anatomy,) of the dissection of some portion of the himan body, without the assjst-
ance of any book or notes, A v

To 2nd Question.~—1I am of opinion that any one holding a degree or diploma from
.any College or University in Great Britain or Ireland, which Degree or Diploma entitles '’

 the possessor to.practise in the Mother Country, should also be entitled to practise in*
‘colony, without further examination. ‘ . :

T 3rd Question.—I know that young men of very superficial attainments, both
%‘neral and professional,and who were afraid to present themselves hefore the Toronto
Medical Board for examination, have gone to Mc(g'

ill College, in Montreal, and obtained
certificates, and returned to practise as M. D’s in Upper Canada, to the detrimerit.of
the public, and the injury of the character of the Metﬁcal Profession. T

14
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To 4th Question.—1 knov? of .but two in Upper Canada,-Toronto Uniyeré‘;ty; 'azix‘an :

T " o

Trinity College, Toronto. Of Lower Capada, I have no knowledge. . Y
To 5th Question.—By no.means. Professors naturally lean to their own pupils,

and if part of their remuneration as Lecturers is. derived from the fees paid by the stu-
dents, there is a temptation to make the College.or School popular by, granting-the '
certificates easily. The certificate of any College or School should theréforé‘:jdnly“‘
entitle the possessor to an examination by the Medical Board. » T
quire-all -

"o

To Tth Question.—Dr. La Terriére’s Bill seems defective ; it appears to requir
other British Practitioners, except Medical Officers of the army or havy, to imdefg'(’y
fresh examination, when it is well known the examination for Assistant.Surgeons:is
slighter and less searching and comprehensive than for civil Practitioners. It also seems. -
to admit that the Board might grant a certificate to practise in Upper Canada, although
not in Lower. ' . . S o

T 8t Question.—1I believe that a law, placin;sl the Medical Profession on an .equal
footing in the two sections of the Province, would give general satisfaction in ‘Upper
Canada ; in confirmation of which opinion, I beg to refer to.the proceedings.of; the -
large and respectable meeting of the Profession, held in Toronto, in'July last, whete |
\Vi&l only four or five dissentient voices, it was determined to apply to the Provincial.
Parliament, during the present session, for a similar Act to that by which the Profession’
in Lower Canada 1s incorporated., : ’

9}

L '
R XA

Answers of Dr. J. Douglas, M. R. C., of Quebec.
To 1st Question.—Written answers to written questions. =~ @~ ..

- To 2nd_Question.—Very difficult -to say what 'mesans would be a suffiéient
security against the abuses and an efficient check on the impositions which*have.::
been practised ‘on Examining Boards, without at same time committing injuistice
towards gentlemen who have been regularly licensed. ' R %

To 3rd Question.—I am aware of more than one instance of the kind." "%
To 4th Question.—There are, in my opinion, too many to énable them to teac

with success. )
To 5th Question—Most certainly ‘not. ‘ : Lo
To 6th Question.—No. ’ . oeEl
To th Question.—No. ’ N o
To 8th Question.—Yes. » S o

e et

-+ Answers of A. H. David, Bsq,, M. D., of. Montreal.
b 1st Question.—I consider * the most effective means of ascertaining the .quslif
* cation of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of  this Province; "
by a fair and- impartial ‘examination into the  professional attainments of.the,candidat

To 2nd Question.~—I am of opinion, * that the law. which exempts from éxami

“ tion all those who'hold certificates, degrees or diplomasob

‘ rom- examing
ed from.any University

““ or College. in Her Majesty’s Dominions,”. s not * a sufficient security against:abuses
“ nor an_efficient check on’the impositions which-the law. may occasion' by.such'a;;dis
“ pensation,” and the only course the Board'could adopt which would put.an end to:stich’
abuses and impositions, is that of examination, with,safisfactory. evidence,;that,the per
son presenting such certificates, degrees or diplomas; is, the ore on' Whom. such .L
ment was'conferted, by, the College from Whi,cg'.i,tvwas?obt,aineii- v

T6 8rd Question.—1t, isil}qdid_’t%@j: [hore. than one, person; ‘¢ has obtained
“ practise in ,this Province without, possessing, the ‘necessary. qualifications; on:cer
“ cates, or credentials which Tiad been falsely obtained,” but'I'know.nothing, personall
on the subjeéct. » . o) TS P X
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.

To 4th Question.~~There is onc “ College and three incorporated Schools in this

“ Province in which the various branches of the Medical Art have been and are taught
. % with success” viz: McGill, College’; the School of Medicine and the- St. Lawrence
School, all in the City of Montreal, and the School of Medicine in the City of Quebec. .

To 5th Question.—~IL am inclined to believe it ‘s not advisable ¢ to” confer on the
¢ Professors of the different Medical Schools the privilege of granting credentials to their *
« pupils, the effect of which,would be an exemption from examination before the Pro- -
“vyincial Board.””  In my opinion, the Provincial Board should be theronly examining
‘Board, and by it all graduates should be cxamined ; butifit be found impossible to compel.
the graduates of McGill College to submit to examination hefore the Provincial Board, -

‘then there is no alternative but to place all the Incorporated Schools on an equal -°
footing with the College, by giving them the power to examine their own pupils, and
when found qualified granting them credentials exempting from examination before the

.‘Provincial Board. , ‘ . |
" M 6ih-Question.—In regard to  Reciprocity in Physic,” an M. D. of McGill Gollege -
"¢ or licentiate of any Medical School in Canada going to England,” s nof recognized, and .
those gentlemen who have taken out a diploma from the College of Surgeons, had-their
"curriculum closely examined, but their degrec of M. D. from McGill College went for
‘nothing, and I might further add, that the My D. of McGill College is not received as
qualifying for either the Army or Navy Medical services. -

To Tth Question.—1I consider the first part of “ Dr. Laterriére’s Bill would be a suffi-
¢ cient remedy against the abuses and impositions in question,” but I am certainly. op-
posed to exenipt any military or naval Medical man from' examination, as I am against
admitting any British graduate to license without examination,—they should all be
obliged to submit to the Jaw of the land in which they,go to settle, and submit to an
cxamination from the Provincial Board. . ‘ '

. b 8t Question.—I consider ¢ a law* Flacir’lg the Medical Profession on an equal
« footing in Upper and Lower Canada would meet with the approbation of Practitioners
“in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law.affecting only one part of the
« Province,” and if the Board of Examiners were elected by the Profession (as is the !
case. at present in Lower Canada,) and were to meet" alternately at Montreal and .:
Toronto, a kindly feeling would be engendered between the members of the Profession "
from diffcrent parts, who now have no opportunity of becoming acquainted, with each .
other, and would tend much to elevate the standard and dignity of our noble Profes-
sion. .

¢ .
* . y\

T - SO G
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(Translation.) .
‘ Answers of P. M. Bardy, Esquire, M. D., of Quebec.

"+ To 1st Questiom.—The most effective -mode would- be to ascertain whether the *
-candidates have conformed. to ‘the dispositions of the law, and to oblige them to :
undergo a regular examination before the Medical Board of this Provinee. . .
. To 2nd Question.—The law which entitles, &c., is not a sufficient sécurity:
“against abuses, and does not afford adequate means for the detection of imposition ; .,
the only remedy 1 can see, would be to'invest the present Board with the power of;
é;tamining or not, at thejr discretion, those with diplomas:as well as those without, 3
", To 3rd’ Question.~1 am aware that Dr. Painchaud once made-a.motion befor
“the Board of the College, for-the purpose of subjecting to examination.a young man,
-bearer of a McGill-College diploma, who,’as he alléged, had studied during a- petiod
.of ‘eighteen -months only. . The young- man, nevertheless, obtained his'liceris¢
‘without undergoing an examination. L S

- .
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To 4th Question.—In Quebec there is an incorporated School of Medicine, and
ihere are two such Schools in Montreal, indepeadently of McGill ‘College which
possesses a Royal Charter. ,
~ To 5th Question.—It would be absurd to confer such a ptivilege; which, if: it
did not paralyze the operations of the Medical Board of the Province of Lower
Canada, would render them quite useless. : L

" To 6th Question.—Not knowing what value a McGill College djploma-may
have in England, I believe that a Licentiate from our College Board has not the
~ight of practising there without previously undergoing an examination. "

To 1th Question.—The Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriére would prevent. the
abuse; already mentioned, if it were made to apply as well to Upper as to Lower
Cana . N )

To 8th Question.—I am of opinion that a law placing the Medical I’roqusig}:
in Upper and Lower Canada on an equal footing, would meet with the approbation
of Practitioners in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting
but one section of the Province. : .

(Translation.) ’
Answers of L. L. L. Desaulpiers, Esq,. M. D., of Yamachiche,

T 1st Question.—The little reflection I have given to the best mode of ascertaining
ihe qualifications of those presenting themselves gbefore the Medical Board, does not
admit of my throwing out any suggestions at this moment, on this point in’particular,
which, on the other hand, must have been duly considered by the members of the.
Board through habit and the experience acquired b.iv] them since the Board has been
established ; % cannot, however, refrain from stating that one mote of ascertaining the
student’s qualifications, would be to possess a Board of Examiners, composed of Medical
men entirely disinterested, &c., &c., not being Professors in any of our Schools ; this
I state for reasons to be given in my 4th and 5th answers. = \ o

To 2nd Question.—‘—ﬁ]le law which exempts from examination' before the Médical
Board of this Country, those beax;ing credentials, degrees or diplomas obtained. in an
Iniversity or College in Her Majesty’s dominions, is, in my opinior, very far from aﬁ'()l'd)I
ing a sufficient security against abuses or an_adequate means of detecting imposition;
such a privilege should be absolutely rejected, and an’ abuse like this, as unjust to"the .
Uanadian aspirants to the profession, as it is fraught with peril to the health and life of
all individuals, should be put a stop to by a very stringent law. In a word, why grant'to
persons from beyond the seas, more than we grant to the (Fupils of our Schools ? | Is the
2rossing of the sea a guarantee that the diploma possessed by an individual carries with -
it infallible proof of his skill and merit ? '%hy then, receive, without examination, these
diploma-bearers, in preference to our Canadian fellow-citizens ?. I will even go further,
and say, that, if forced to admit without examination, either a Canadian licentiate of our = -
own Schools, or a graduate from the European dominions of Her Majesty, it 'would ‘be |
3 hundred times better to admit the Canadian, because, in the first place, we owe greater - ' .
drotection to the natives and youth of the Country, than to strangers who perhaps only = -
come amongst us in consequence of their having received no patronage at home ; and ony -,
the other hand, because our Schools being at our doors, open to the serutiny of the whole * ' '/
Profession, under the care of Professors whose. capacity and merit are well known, fre- .
quented by young men we have occasion to meet every.day, among whom. we live and
whom consequently we examine and appreciate by anticipation, it would be far less easy
to make -an Improper choice, or'so frequently suffer from deception. ..; ¢, 0wy o)

To 4th an 5t}§ Questions.—~McGill :College, the Medical . Schools of- Montreal, and:
that of Quebec; are, I'believe, well ‘worthy of ‘being considered- as Schools where:ithe -
iifferent branches of the Medical Art‘are taught with success; I; nevertheless, would deem .

Sty
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it dangerous to allow these Schools to grant to their pupils credentials which would -
exempt them from undergoing examination before the Board, because these different
Schools being jealous and ‘emulous of each other, the Professors would naturally be
‘inclined to admit in the interests of their School, as many of their own pupils as possi-
ble, for, the greater the facilities, the more numerous 'would the pupils become. The
same Board, composed of Medical men other than Professors, ought to examine all :
aspirants; in such case only can we look for equal justice, and fairly expect that exami. |
‘nations will proceed on the same fixed principles. .
To 6th Question.—No reciprocity, in my opinion; it is but just that the Medical -

men in England should take the nccessary means of ascertaining the character and
knowledge of such as emigrate from Canada, and the same principle requires that-we |
should employ similar means with reference to the qualifications of those emigrating 1
1

here.

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr, J. H. J. Landry, of Quebec. i

To 1st Question.—It would be to subject them to impartial examination, as is done
at present with the greater number of students. o
To 2nd Question.—The existing law, which exempts from examination all those |
who bear credentials, diplomas or degrees, deprives us, it scems to me, of the means of
detecting ncapacity, since it enjoins on the Medicdl Board the granting of a license to !
such%arties on the preseutation of their diploma or degree. :
“To 8rd Question.—L am aware that bearers of British diplomas have been ex-
empted from examination on presenting their credentinls, without being possessed °
of the acquirements necessary to practise with honor to themselves, or without danger
to their patients, the branch of their profession to which their diploma applied. %y
entering into details I should fear to be too precise, and thereby designate individuals. '
Further, even in this Province, a degree may be acquired without conforming one’s self, :
in-every particular, to the law regulating the study and practise of medicine, though
such conformity is demanded of all pupils attending Schools other than the University. i
To 4th Question.—Four ; an University and four Incorporated Schools, o
To 5th Question.—Noj; it would but increase the evil, and render the Provincial -
Board a Board of enregistration. A
To 6th Question.—To this question I cannot give a positive answer ; my opinion,
however, is, that they would have to give evidence of their capacity before a Board of !
Examination. E
To Tth Question.—I believe it would, provided it were extended to both Provinces; :
for, otherwise, a student could, with his diploma or degree, go to Upper Canada and ;
obtain his license, and then return and practise; in virtue thereof, in I?ower Canada, :
To 8th Question.—It is to be desired that the Medical Profession in Upper'and ;
“TLower Canada be placed on the same footing, and -a law accomplishing this object
would, it seems to me, mcet with the approbation of Practitioners in general, - ¥ 3
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Answers of John L. Hall, Esquire, M. D., of Quebec. S

o

To 1st and 2nd Questions.—The most effective means of ascertaining the:qug-:
lifications of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of thisProvince; |
to-be licensed to practise Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, is by examination alongs
but to ¢ntitle them to such examination is to oblige them to present certificates;of 5
‘their having gone through a fixed curriculum of study, by attending certain lectuires s
-and Hospital practice for a stated period, either in this country, in Great Britain;.
-the ‘United States or elsewhere ; provided that such lectures so attended withoutthe

18
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Province be amongst those recognized as in every respect equal to those-in the Pro-
vince. To those presenting only certificates or tickets, they should of course be
obliged to undergo an examination in the various ‘branches for which they produce
tickets or certificates of their having attended, and licensed accordingly, in such
branches of the Profession for which they are found qualified. To"those ‘who
possess degrees or diplomas, on .their taking the necessary oaths, &c., ‘a’ license
should be granted to practise such branches. . o o

To 8rd Question.—Itis a fact, within my knowledge, that numbers of candidates
possessed of diplomas for the practice of Surgery alone, on presenting such diploma,
have been licensed to practise the other branches of the Profession, for which they
did not possess the necessary qualifications. ‘ R

To 4th Question.—My opinion is that one good College or incorporated School
would be sufficient for the whole Province, ‘ L -

To 5th Question.—No, certainly not.

To 6th Question.—No.

To th Question.—No.

To 8th Question.—Yes.

S8

{Translation.)
Answers of Dr. A, Fortier, St. Scholastique.

To 1st Question.—The most effectual mode of examining the qualifications of a
Medical aspirant, is, in my opinion, athorough examination before the members-of any
incorporated Medical Board. ’ Ct

o 2nd Question.—Credentials, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any.College or
University, ought to be a sufficient guarantee, to ensure the obtaining’ of .a license.
Abuses are not more easily avoided ;by.a Board before which the candidate sometimes
finds himself a victim to.the caprice of his examiners. ‘ : '

o 3rd Question.—There may be dupes on:both sides. L ‘

To 4th Question.—Montreal numbers two Schools, one in;the French, the other, in
the Englishalan}g‘uage; Quebec ;ha.s one, the teaching wherein is in both languages.
For some months past another English School has been talked of in Montreal.,:. ..,

. o bth Question.—Yes, certainly; for I have always,considered it unjust.to.grant to
a stranger what'is refused to a.Countryman. McGill College, .alone, ;has, the, right of
granting diplomas, whilst the Canadian Institutions, producing pupils atleast.quite as
good, have till now, been placed in the unpleasant position of seeing their pupils obliged
to obtain thejr credentials from the Englisrl)l. SN ’ PR

To 6th-Question.—I am of opinion that.all-licentiates .should -practise .only within
the Province where they:have been licensed. . = S R
To Tth Question.—Fax from believing .that the Bill brought :in, by Dri LaTerriére
- would be a sufficient remedy against:abuses; Tam of opinion it would augmenttheir num--
ber, I will.not.censnrethat part ofit which relates to.the qualifications required of aPrac-
titioner, for :too ;much cannot:be . done :to, sczeen .society . :from the: fatal" suggestions sof
ignorance,. and the enticements .of quackery: - 1But, I would..ask, .do :you.considert
more-baneful, to, society; that, a-Medical man.should be licensed:by :the. ;Board;by, reason
of his diploma alone -(a practice’ reproved:by Mr. LaTerritre,) or;that matrons;and;old
women, who, in most cases,have, hot:the perception, of their household: duties,; should’
with unblushing effrontery, accompanied by the,the:grossest.ignorance, aftempt. to.prac .
tise Midwifery,.and,.of all .necessity,:give occasion to.accidents irreparable in; their .
nature?:In fine,:T am. of opinion-with,I-believe, all the other members ofithe Profession
resident in country parts, who, like .myself, .witness the abuses withoiit number;which: .
occur there, that 1nfuture no.person should.practise any-branch of;the Medijcal :Art.
without: previously having obtained a license:or aidiploma,for that,puirpoge:s. i, -~ ‘
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(Translation.) K
Answers of P, E, Picoult, Bsquire, M, D., of Montreal. !

To 1st Question.—The present mode, which is that of subjecting students to a single
examination, appears to me to be defective, because it is inpossible that the Examiners -
can ascertain the capacity of a pupil in so short a time ; moreover, it is a well known .
fact, that timid young men, though fully qualified, often fail, whilst the most ignorant, .
generally not wanting in presumption, come off with greater facility. Ibelieve thatan -
annual examination on such branches as have formed the subject of study during the .
year, would better answer the end proposed. In a case of failure the pupil would be put -
off for three or six months, and thereby obliged to continue his studies through a longer
period. This method is the one adopted in France, and although, a pupil there, may
finish his studies in four years, yetitisseldom that one succeeds in obtaining his admis- -
sion in less than five, and sometimes six ycars. One advantage of this system is, that |
the pupil is coustantly kept on the alert, and is forced to study. Again, we would' not
as we do at present, see young men walk about and idle away their time during thrge :
years, and, at the end of the fourth, undergo a brilliant examination, thanks to an ex-
cellent memory, and to the exercises of some teacher, who, by means of instructions °
by question and answer, has initiated them into the knowledge of the different subjeets *
of examination. L

To 2nd Question.—The only mode of obviating the inconveniences referred to, -
:\ggulél be to subject all bearers of Foreign Diplomas to an examination before the ;

ard. ,

To 8rd Question.—I have no personal knowledge that any such thing has taked ,

lace. ‘ o
To 4th Question.—I do not know how many exist in Upper Canada ; but, in Lower -
Canada, there are four. R
To 5th Question.—Certainly not; that would give rise to great abuses which"it
would be too tedious to explain here. But, if a University (McGill College), placed
above the laws of the Country by its Royal Charter, were to retain the power of grant-
ing diplomas c