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OUR FUTURE.

‘The present number completes volume
L of Tue Caristiany Hereer, For its
steadily growing circulation, the kind ex-
pressions of favour it has met with from
many of its readers, and the goo! it has
been able to accomplish we are devoutly
thankful. We are particularly happy in
the knowledge that the Sunday School
Lesson Notes, carefully prepared for its col-
umns, are becoming increasingly popular
with those for whose special Zelp they are
intended. Not satisfied with present at-
tainments we shall strive in the future to
make the He/per more worthy of the high
praise already bestowed upon it in this
department.

Our arrangements for the general con-
duct of the paper are not yet completed ;
but we have very great satisfaction in an-
nouncing the Rev. Josern D, Kino, for-
merly editor, with the late Dr. Caldicott,
of the Canadian Baptist, as one of the
Editors of the CuristiaN HELPER, com-
mencing forthwith.

The purpose of the Journal will continue
as in the past:—to stimulate to nobler
aspirations, deeper piety, and intenser
zeal for the cause of Christ,

As set forth in the first number, “Our
ebject will be to further the cause of spirit-
ual religion,—our care to avoid every-
thing that may hinder it. Owr aim will
be to heal and to edify, not to hurt or
destroy,

We hope to make our further annoucne-
ments next month,

SEED TIME.

How interesting is the present season !
It is the season of preparation.  The
plough is ' doing its work. Man goeth
forth to his labour. The farmer walks
along with measured tread and casts his
seed *into the faithful bosom of the
ground." - The harrow follows and care-
fully covers in the precious grain.
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This is the season of expectation. The
farmer sows in hope. He casts his seed
into the ground, not to be lost there, but
that it may spring up and ripen, and bring
forth much fruit. Calculating on the cer-
tainty of harvest, he spares not cost nor
toil.

Youth is the seed time of life. To fu-
ture years it bears the same relation that
seed time does to harvest ; it is the season
of ardent hope—of prep f busy

conscience, a hope full of immortality, the
joy of seeing sinners saved, the love and
confidence of the friends of Jesus—are
not these blessings infinitely to be prefer-
red to the guilty gains aud pleasures of
the wicked? But the full return is reser-
ved for heaven. Zhereis the fulness of
joy. There shall it be seen that in pro-
portion to the seed is the harvest ; and he
that soweth plentifully shall reap also

activity, Of what importance is it that
this preparation should be for good, and
that this activity should be rightlydirected !
What would be thought of the farmer who
slept when he should sow, who should
expect a crop without cultivation, or who
should sow his ground with the seeds of
thistles and thorns? Greater far is the
folly of wasting the golden hours of youth
in vanity or vice. Greater far is the
misery and mischief of abandoning the
mind to ignorance and leaving it to crop
itself with sinful passions,

Life is the seed time of eternity. What
men sow now they must reap hereafter.
The crop that is gathered from the field is
the same in kind as the seed committed
to the ground. Sow wheat and you reap
wheat, Sow noxious weeds and you shall
have a harvest of them in return, “ Do
men gather grapes of thorns or figs of
thistles ? “ No: let them sow sin now, and
they will, according to God’s unerring law,
reap misery throughout etemity. “ Be not
deceived God is not mocked ; for whatso-
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap ;
he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth
to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting,” '

Now is the Christian’s seed time, Then
let him sow now : sow plentifully ; sow
diligently ; “sow beside all waters” ; sow
the seed of God’s imperishable Word upon
his own beart and the hearts of those
around him ; sow the graces of the Spirit
and all those “good works ” which he is
bidden “be careful to maintain" “In
the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thy hand ;” *and
let'us not be weary in well doing, for in
due season we shall reap if we faint not.”
The Christian * sower ¥ has his harvest ;
and harvest indemnifies for all its prepara-
tory cost.  He rveaps, even in this lite : a
‘asense of the Divine favour, a peaceful

¥ ’"

“Therefore, beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, and unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vainin
the Lord.” “They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.”

THE “HEAD"” AND THE “BODY."

“He is the head of the body the
church.” This is a favourite figure with the
Apostle Paul when he seeks to illustrate
and enforce the doctrines of Christ’s
supremacy in his relations with his peo-
ple, and of the essential union subsisting
between him and them. That it is a very
appropriate ‘and beautiful figure a mo-
ment's thought will serve to show. We
have but to reflect upon what the head
does in the natural body, to see that it
fitly represents what the spiritual Head
does for the “mystical body.”

The head, first, directs. The brain,
seated within that wonderful arch, the
skull—which might be called the electric
telegraph room of the body—is in com-

ication, through the medium of those
fine white wires, the nerves, with every
part, and, as the organ of the mind, exer-
cises a direct control over even the most
distant extremity. So also the Lord Jesus
has the entire direction of his church,
The members of the spiritual body are in
his hands, and when they act aright are
guided by his wisdom,  His will is their
law. The church, as a whole, moves by
the impulses which he imparts,

‘The head also nourishes. If the nerves
are once severed, all below the part sev-
ered becomes' dead, for the communica-
tion is stopped between the head and the

members, And if the communication be-
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tween Christ and & member of his church
were to cease, that member would in-
stantly become paralyzed or die. We
have life only in our Head. If in the
natural body the communication, though
not noppcd. becomes nnperfect, nutrition
and d p are diately im-
peded, and the vigour of health gives place
to weakness and disease. The same is
true concerning the church : for all the
spiritual nourish which the mystical
body receives is as directly through its
vital union with the Saviour, as the nour-
ishment of the natural body is through its
living connection with the brain. The
feeble Christian is he who does not abide
in Christ.

Another important point. The head
unites the members with one another,
The hand and the wrist are next door
neighbours, but, near as they are, it is
only through the head that they sympa-
thize. Were the nerves separated they
would have just as much sympathy as two
corpses laid in the same room. In like
manner one hand holds fellowship with
the other at the opposite side of the body;
and by their relations with the head there
is fellowship between all the members
however remote from each other they may
be, and however different the purposes
they serve. Such also is the union of
“ the members of Christ.” It is not mere
neighbourhood that unites the nearest of
them. Men may live next door to each
other—especially in a large town or city
—and know nothing whatever of each
other’s heart and life ; they may be as in-
different to each other as the most abso-
lute strangers. But believers are all “ one
in Christ,” and by virtue of their union
with him there is fellowship both between
them that are far off and them that are
near,

Let us notice one other point. We
have said that the head nourishes ; and, it
is worthy of remark, that every part of our
natural body is being continually added to
—while in health. The daily waste is
made up by the addition of fresh particles.
The food we take is assimilated, and be-

b

hair is fed, and without tLat ish

it would not grow. "Now these supplies
could not be furnished unless the nead
were united to the members ; dur it is by
each member of the body rectiving its supply,
and doing its work, that the body thrives.

The supply is received in order that the | and

work may be done; and as the work
could not be done except the supply were
received, so neither will the supply be
given if the work be not done. All parts
have not indeed the same office in the
natural body, but each has its own allotted
function, and the body will be healthy or
not in proportion as each part does, or
fails to do, its own work. So it is in
Christ’s body—the church. “The whole
body,” says the Apostle, “ fitly joined to-
gether, and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body.” Every
member has its own place in the body,
and its own work in that place. When
God endues any individual with the graces
of the Spirit, it is not for his good only,
but also for the well being of the body to
which he belongs. And when he bestows
the gi/#s of the Spirit it is not for the pri-
vate uses of the recipient merely, but
rather to serve as so many offices of love,
and so many opportunities of profiting the
church of Christ. The well-being of “ the
body " largely depends upon the conse-
cration and fidelity of the members, in

illia, b g the desolati ing
in the northern section of its limits, passed
the following resolution :

“ " 3
to the Baptist Missionary Convmtwn of Ontario
to send a suitable man to work prin mﬂcr
rie, entirely i dent of Bap! tin

to rson im liberally rm- tnln mlh.
and we pledge ourselves to give our mlve sym-
pathy and pecuniary support to this cause.”

We believe that never did brethren
more earnestly plead with God for a bless-
ing than on the occasion of the adoption
of that resolution, A committee was ap-
pointed to look after the matter, who
never lost sight of their responsibility ;
and in due time, with the Divine blessing
and the liberal aid of the Convention, one
who seemed eminently qualified for the
field was found in the person of Rev. H.
F. Griffin, Having accepted the appoint-
ment, he at once removed his family from
Port Burwell to Barrie, and threw himself
soul and body into the work of resuscita-
ting the Baptist interest there. Gather-
ing about him the few Baptists who
exhibited any signs of spiritual 'ife at all,
they set to work, looking to the great Head
of the Church for strength to toil, and
courage to endure in the task that lay be-
fore them, A small but convenient hall
was rented and furnished, with the assist-
ance of kind friends. Lord’s day con-
gregations, whichat first numbered
more than a dozen, rapidly increased m
seventy or eighty; and the little prayer-

ing of three p soon grew to

the cultivation and 1 of their
gifts and graces ; and these, again, will
flouri:h and abound as a close and living
union is maintained with him who is our
Head. The relation of each believer,
therefore, to Christ and His church is one
of great privilege, but of correspondingly
great responsibility.
i CHAPEL FOR BARRIE.

The Baptist church in thé important
and thriving town of Barrie is one of the
youngest, as well as one of the most zeal-
ous, enwrpmmg, and united in our De-

comes part of ourselves : its different ele-
ments are carried into the blood, and this
“ stream of life ” lands and deposits each
cargo of supplies at the wharves along the
shore. The very bulb at the root of the

Very few churches, in so
short a time, have been blessed with such
rapid and solid growth in membership and
influence.

It is not yet two years since the Tor-|was

onto Association, at its annual meeting in

eight times that number. On the 22nd
of February 1877, the brethren united
together as a church of Christ, and the
same day were publicly recognized as a
sister Baptist church by a Council of
brethren from most of the churches of
the Toronto Association. From that day
the progress of the Barrie Baptist church
has been most marked ; and it has alto-
gether outgrown the accommodation fur-
nished by the litile Orange Hall.

There are, we believe, no wealthy men
in the Barrie church, and yet its mem-
bers have exhibited a liberality and self-
denial both for the support of the gospel
at home, and on bebalf of outside work in

ion with the Ci ion; that

ought to shame many older and more
wealthy churches. When a special appeal
made in aid of the Convention a
year ago that church gave at the rate of
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$1. per member responding lterally to
the appeal, and showing the highest aver-
age for the special contribution.”—(Pres-
ident’s address, Vear Boo', 1878, page
13)

But the Barrie church is in urgent need
of a chapel. The plans have been pre-
pared, and submitted to the careful scru-
tiny of the committee appointed by the
Convention Board at its January

PersoNaL.—Rev, A. H. Munro, pastor
of the First Baptist Church, Montreal, is
away at Atlanta, Georgia, representing the
Montreal S. 8. Union at the Great Inter-
national Sunday School Convention at
present in session there. Bro. Munro is
being very much encouraged in his Mon-
treal pastorate by tokens of Divine favour

a A

ing a thorough and hearty
between the Board and the Woman’s For-
eign Mission Society will be arrived at.

We trust that brethren and sisters all
over the Province will, in their petitions at
the Throne of Grace, earnestly remember
these very important Denominational
Councils,

in the conversion of souls and i

That committee, (consisting of Revds. Dr
Castleand Joseph D. King, and the Pres-
ident of the Convention) have published
their report in printed circular, and in the
columns of the Baptist. From their cir-
cular we make the following extract :

““ The said special committee now beg to state
that they have carefully considered the Jxluu of
the Barrie Building Committee, and most
humly “approve " and * endorse” them. They

ak for the pastor, Rev. H. F, Griffin, a cor-
dure ion and liberal response to his appeal
for aid wherever he may go in quest of funds to
supplement the self-denying contributions of his
own people,

In the o) lelnum of the committee the church
edifice, which it is proposed to erect in the impor-
untmdlmvmumof Buﬂe,wlll heuniqu.

credit to the Delmmlnllmn, just what is nad
ed to meet the requirements of the church present
prospective.”

We need only say that pastor Griffin is
at present canvassing the churches in be-
half of this worthy object, and we trust he
will meet that liberal response which the
cause sc justly merits.

ly large

Binping.—We propose to print a lim-
ited number of the Title-page and Index
to Vol. I of the HELPER, for the use of
those who intend to have their numbers
bound. Will all our subscribers who wish
a copy send us their name and address as
early as possible? Of course the Title-
page will be furnished by us gratis.

Any Subscribers entrusting us with the
binding of their Helper, will have it attend-
ed to with neatness and economy. Back
numbers may be had.

Tre Woopsrock MEeerins.—This is
C ion week at Woodstock. On
Monday and Tuesday the Theological

d of the Insti their
public ora/ examinations ; and on Tues-
day evening the graduating class deliver
their valedictory addresses and receive
the parting charge of the Principll in the
College Hall. These exercises are always

EDITORIAL NOTES.

SHOWERS OF BLESSING, — A reference
to the register of baptisms reported for
the month on page 143 of the present issue,
indicates the very gratifying fact that in
37 churches in Ontario and Quebec up-
wards of 230 converts have made profes-
sion of their ds God and

g and well ded. On Wed-
nesday n 8 o'clock in the morning the
semi-annual meeting of the Trustees of
the Institute takes place. The Trustees
are of course early risers, and, like the
early bird, we hope they may get the kind
of worm they want, The remainder of
the day on Wednesday from 11 o'clock
will be occupied with the semi-annual

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Truly
God is blessing Zion ! A time of refresh-
ing is also being experienced among our
churches in the Maritine Provinces,

Tue Barmist CHURCH IN QUEBEC,—
In a recent note from our resp~cted friend
and brother, Rev. A. H. Munro, he says:
“1 enjoyed greatly my visit to Quebec.
The little Baptist church there has but 60
members, but at a bazaar it raised the
almost incredible sum of $1803. Bro.
Marsh (the venerable pastor) is very much
beloved by all who know him. He merits
the he receives : for he is just the

John in the flesh.”

g of the Home Mission Board.
The present financial position of the Con-
vention and other very important matters
will occupy attention, and require very
serious and prayerful consideration. When
God is so abundantly blessing with spiri-
tual increase many of our mission churcl

Contributed Articles,

OUR FOREIGN MISSION AND OUR
LADIES' CIRCLES,

In the CHRISTIAN HELPER for February,
Bro. Timpany writes :

“ Foreign Missions cover a// the objects
for which we have many societies at home,
Supporters of the different home societies
forget this fact when they compare a'y one
of these societies, and the income thereof
with our Foreign Mission Society and its
income.”

We most heartily endorse this part
of his article; and because Foreign Mis-
sion work includes so many objects there-
fore we have ome gemeral Foreign Mis-
sion Fund on which we ask our Missionaries
to draw for a// the objects Bro. Timpany
names. Bro. McLaurin’s estimate as passed
by the Board for the current year includes,
not less than twelve different objects. These
annual estimates include everything—wo-
men’s work and all—for which funds are re-
quired for the year therein named. From
this it will be seen how important it is to the
future success of our work to educate our
churches and friends of the Mission to sus-
tain the general fund and not, as a rule, to
designate their gifts to any specific object,
but to leave it to the good sense of our Mis-
sionaries on the ground to apply it to what
may be most pressing as the money comes
to their hand from our Treasurer.

As inquiries have been frequently made of
late as to the relation which the Ladies’ So-
cieties sustain to the General Society, 1 pro-
pose to state the case as | understand it.

1. According to the Constitution of the
Ladies’ Societies they are strictly indepen-
dent, as the following articles show, viz :

L. The object of this Society shall be the

inuon of the women of hulhendt::

we trust that those who have moemd
bountifully His material blessings, will
prove faithful to the Convention in its
hour of need. On Thursday at nine a.m.
the Foreign Mission Board holds its meet- | thei
ing, when busi of equal imp

will no doubt come before the members.
‘We have reason to hope that at this meet~

h | by (a) the of native

this work ; (bS aid to Jady missionaries mar-

ried or single; (c) provision for suitable
for work.

means
11. Missionaries shall be at full liberty to
help from

write to and obtain help them,

anddrchu be u liberty to designate

m l-?:.ndn' ddputed pecifically shall
not s

e Sorvardet ¢ the Sociory 1y oo o

to the lady missionaries, who may divide and
use them as they think proper.
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of 50 many bers from each of the soci-

of the Ladies' Missionary Society of Ontario,

and from these it appears that their constitu-
tion does not make them auxiliaries of the
General Society, but quite independent, giv-
ing them the power to exercise all the
Junctions of distinct Foreign Mission Socie-
ties. Surely this was intended meither by
Bro. Timpany who gave the constitution,
nor by the Socicties who adopted it. If not
intended the itution should be ch
if intended the General Society ought to
know it, as this would certainly divert thou-
sands of dollars from finding their way into
the general fund, Bro. Timpany and Sister
Phabe to the contrary notwithstanding,

2. The members of the General Board so
tar as I know decply regret the wording of
the constitution, and feel that they cannot
recommend the formation of circles in our
churches until the constitution be so altered
as to make the Ladies' Societies, auxiliaries
of th eral Suciety.

3 wsertion frequently made that the
General Board is opposed to “circles” is
misleading, because the Board is #of opposed
to circles as such, but only to circles as sow
constituted. 1t is quite evident that the
General Board should have a voice in the
final ordering of the funds, if we are to pro-
_secute the work harmoniously and success-
fully. Bro. Timpany, I think, admitted this
before the Board in Toronto, and Bro. Mc-
Laurin is fully of the same opinion, as the
following extract from one of his letters of
August 15th, 1877, shows. Writing to me on
the subject of Ladies’ Societies he says, “1
think that so long as they work in connec-
tion with and under the direction of the
Board that they will do good in spreading in-
formation and fanning zeal, but should they
feel that they have a separate vocation, such
as school work or zenana work or girls'
schools, or anything distinct and separate,
then I think that the real gain will be small.
Schools, zenanas and everything else ought
to be subordinated to the work of preaching
the gospel® Bro. McLaurin could not
make use of language which would more
fully express the mind of the Board than the
above does.

4. It would be very wrong to close this
article without stating the fac/ that the
Ladies’ Societies both East and West have
so far taken up work of which the General
Board either has already approved, or of
which, I am satisfied, it can approve, bu
suppose they had seen fit to do otherwise,
we could say nothing against it, for their con-
stitution does not require them to do any-
thing for, or in connection with the General
Society.

5. Could not a joint committee composed

eties, be appointed to amend the constitution?
Then at the annual meetings of the socie-
ties let it be adopted, thus bringing the mat-
ter toa final settlement satisfactory to all
parties concerned.
James Courrs,
Home Secretary.
Collingwood, March 8th, 1878,

NEARING ETERNITY,

Reader, have you ever listened to that
heart as it throbbed within you, and never
thought it had one throb less to beat? Have
you never r flected, as you have admired the
glory of a bright May day, that some morn-
ing you would be blind to all the beauty of
nature ; that your eyes would soon be closed
in deat!'s deep slumber, to open only in the
morning of eternity ? Have you ever stood
by the death-bed of a beloved brother, amid
a group of sorrowing friends, or followed all
that was mortal of one who seemed dearer
than life itself, sadly to the grave, without
reflecting that you, too, soon would be on a
dying beéd ; that you, too, would be shortly
borne to that cold dark tomb? Have you
never paused in the maddest, merriest whirl
of this world’s maze, to reflect that eternity
is near? Have you never paused in the
highest, brightest flight of earth’s gay pleas-
ure, to reflect that death is as certain as the
morning sun? As you have watched the
leaves fall one by one of an autumn day, has
the thought never occurred to you, ‘that in
like manner, we are dropping one by one
into the embrace of death? Yes, we are all
nearing eternity; “our hearts like muffied
drums are beating funeral marches to the
grave.” The fragile plant of life often droops
ere the friendly rays of light have called its
colors into bloom.
wreaths are made of earthly flowers,

1 1hey Bave blosmomed T  fov shors bes.”
Alike with nature’s fairest flowers, our
fondest fancies, our grandest monuments,
must pass away, must perish and decay, It
may or may not be that we are born for
fame and place high in state; we may or
may not be destined for a life freighted with
sorrow, or for a life o'ercrowded with joy,
but certain it is we are born to die. Each
day finds us one day’s march nearer the bar
of that great assize, when we shall have to
appear before the judgment seat of God
Nothing is so uncertain as life, nothing is so
certain as death. You know it well, the un-

numbered hosts that have passed on before | tion,

bear it witness. You have seen death snatch
its* victims from every quarter, from every

class, 4 well the Vight Hedrtéd'Youth, T ull |

the buoyancy and hope of life’s spring-time,
-as the one whose locks have been silvered
by the autumn of increasing years. You
have seen the departure of the faithful Chris.
tian in all the calm resignation of religious
hope, with his faith firmly fixed on Christ;
and you have seen the impenitent unbeliever
racked with mental anguish in all his dread
uncertainties, hope in the present stifled in
death, and no hope in the future, '

Would you seek another path? You can-
not find it? Every path leads to death and
cternity.  How trivial seem all the
things e have striven so hard for in this
world, when we are on the verge of eternity !
They all sink into nothingness when we hear
the waves of that deep unfathomed sea
breaking on the nearer shore, You know
not how soon the silver thread of this life
may be severed ; you know not how soon
the dread summons may be at your door.
Should we then glide carelessly down the
river of this life, fowing with its enjoyments,
and ebbing with its disappointments, re-
freshed with the sweet-scénted zephyrs of
worldly pleasure, and diiven hither and
thither with the varying kinds of appetite
and passion, only to shipwreck in eternity ?
Surely it is better nobly to stem the torrent
with the banner of the Cross o'erhead, and
with Christ as our pilot seek the strait
and narrow course, buffetting awhile the
petty storms of this existence, safely to
anchor in the haven of eternal life.

MEeMm.

e

EARLY MEMORIES,
CONTINUED,

Among the rather numerous com, that
lined the bank of the little river | I:h'zrved
one whom I knew to be a member and a
deacon of the little Baptist church before
mentioned. I was very anxious to speak to

him, or rather, that he should speak to
for then at the of seventeen | was ti:eiJ
and bashful, and T had had no acquaintance

with the good deacon. As we were return.
ing from the stream | managed to cross his
path when he very kindly greeted e, and
observed that he had expected to see me
among the candidates, I replied that I was
convinced of the duty of baptism, and that [
had nearly made up my mind to go forward
on this occasion, but upon hearing Elder M.

express himself so strongly agamst immer-
sion, which in spite of myself aj to me
to be the only form known to New Tes-

tament, I thought T would rather not recei
it ac his hands, but wait €l T ot
with a minister who believed as
might be an act of mutual faith
me. ' After some further
coming to where our roads he
invited me to attend their Ccnmm:t‘bq
ona quent Saturday, which I i

:‘awdlngly on 'the day fixed I set off
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alone to attend a Baptist meeting for the gentle ministrations bring peace and hope to | dant tears, Every heart was touc and
first time in my life. For a mile and a-half| many a wounded ueart. s\’.'. is Grandma to | answering tears on every side witnessed the
after leaving the settlement in which I lived, | every body. % sympathy of all present.
my way led through a dark pine wood. The| But to return to the Covenant Meeting. | ~After all had spoken, the deacon turned to
gigantic pine trees, 150 feet high, and some | Shortly after my arrival the services com- [ me and enquired if I had anything I wished
of them three or “ur feet in diameter, inter-| menced and were conducted on this wise : [ to say to church. 1 found it a much

locked their brar-hes overhead and nearly
excluded the light. The road was a mere

th from which the sapplings and under-
rush had t:en cleared away to the width of|
10 0r 12 feet ; sections had cut out of
the trunks of the fallen trees to the same ex-
tent, when they lay ~cross the path, and the
sections rolled aside, so that a waggon could
barely pass, itive road-makers
were not careful to follow the direct line, or
allowance for road made in Go' *rnor Sim-
coe’s survey, but frequently deviated from it,
to the l;iihl or left, either to pass ﬂxd a
cluster smt ines growing too to-
gether to allow g}“n panag‘:‘xmun them,
or to avoid wet or soft ground. After get-
ting thmukh the pinery I passed the log
houses of four comparatively recent settlers,
each of which a few acres of clearing
around them, when | came to the place of
meeting. It was a new school-house, set
down exactly in th- angle of a field or clear-
ing containing rcthnps 8 or 10 acres which
had been recently blocked out of the dense
forest. On two sides the tall trees, growing
thickly together, approached within a few
yards of i e walls., e building had been
constructed in a much better style than the
average log school-house of the It
had been erected since the formation of the
church, and chiefly at the ex or rather
with the hands of its b ma had from

There being no Elder present, the senior
deacon presided. He gave out a h{mn,
which was sung in excellent style, nearly all
the members being well instructed in church
psalmonly as then practised, one of their
number being an able teacher of that art.
After the hymn the same deacon led in
rayer and then followed another hymn.
e then called ~n the Church Clerk to read
the Articles of Faith. This being done the
members were requested to express their
nrpmval of, or continued belief in, the arti-
c:skby rising ; which they all did. The

more difficult matter to rise and speak before
this assembly than I had anticipated. Among;
children ancly oung persons o?a my own age,
I had generally found myself able to express

my views with some degne of fluency, but to
n&ims an assembly (though small) of wise

and reverend seniors,” for so they really
seemed to me to be, was a ve ifferent
thing. And besides there was awe in-

spired by the consideration that I was to ad-
dress a church of Christ, in which He was
lllp?OSQd to be present, a.d taking note of
all I siiould say. These reflections nearly

clerk was then d d to read the

upon which the deacon declared the meetin,
open, and that the brothers and sisters woul
now proceed to “ speak on their covenant.”
And now one after another, each member
rose and delivered a short address, As to
the substance or matter of these addresses,
they very much resembled each other, though
in the manner of their delivery there was
considerable variety. None of the speakers
assumed the office of teacher in the slightest
dey : very few even, ventured upon exhor-
tations ; but each appeared to “esteem
others better than themselves.” They gener-
l;l’y commenced with a formal remewing of
their includi d

of affection and fellowship to all the bretl

As to the rest they were chiefly made up of
ketches of I ience--for the

however, in intimating to them in an imper-
fect manner, that I hoped that I had recently
been brought to know the saving truth ; that
I was convinced of the duty Jbl ism as
practised by them; and that if I could be re-
ceived, I desired to become a member of the
church. I was then t !d that the church
would expect me to give a relation of my ex-
ence. | u:arcel{ knew what that meant,
ut the deacon kindly explained that they de-
sired me to relate to the church, what had
been the Lord's dealing with my soul which
had resuited in bringing me to the knowledge
of the truth,
If the alarms, the monitions and the de-
mands of my conscience were to be regarded
as the “Lord’s dealings with my soul,” the

helmed me with dismay. [ succeeded

the first been intended to serve equally as a
church and school-house. The logs had been
carefully selected,—pine, of size, clean
and straight. e had been carefully
laid hewn down on the inside, i, e.,
after the logs were in place the inner surface
had flattened so as to make a smooth

straight wall both verti and laterally,
The floor was of good, jofnted, but un-
dressed planks, well nailed down. The

ceiling was of dressed boards laid above the
joists, which (the joists) were pine logs,
nicely uare. T P

was of the primitive kind then usually seen,
consisting of a straight stone wall, about
cight feet long, and surmounted with the
stick chimney. The furniture consisted of a
few rough benches, a long writing desk fixed
i wall across one of the sides, a

ghs.

1 found the little church assembled when
1 arri The number was small,—under
twenty ; and now, calling up their names in
mmmy,lﬁndnlihvegue home except
one, and what is a pleasing reflection, all con-
tinued to “witness a; fession” through
their whole lives, The

then a y
T
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; | arm, scemed quite unable to

most part—recent experience, since the last
meeting. A few expressed the joy and
pleasure in the service of the Lord, and the
earnest desire they felt that all their friends
and all men might taste and see how good He
is. Several bemoaned theix short-comings,
the entanglements of the world, and the as-
saults of carnal desires, but expressed anun-
faltering determination to fight on, with the
Divine and persevere to the end
to the afflictions they had been

One young married
c had lost their babe, their first born.

must include my whole life, as I
could not remember the time when | was
not the subject of deep religious impressions,
It was true that recently | had been conseious
of a great change both in my views and in
my sensations. | had been brought to see
my lost and helpless state as a sinner, to a
degree that 1 had never before realized, and
all my hopes which had been looking for a
time, or &ers some change when, or on ac-
count of which I should be able, by a re-
newed life, to meet the requirement of the
Divine law, had been abandoned. Christ

The father touched upon the P ing
subject lightly—only a word or two, trem-
blingly pronounced, as though he dared not
trust hi with the painful memory : but
the mother, a young woman of interesting
P having once ioned the pre-
cious little one so lately smiling upon “her
f tender thoughts, mm
of thou; inte wil
expectations, that pm for

alone, the precious gift of God, and His per-
fect righ had been § d to me
as the only and sufficient remedy for the
present, and the assured hope for the future.
1 know not in what lan; I made my
statement to the church, but it proved satis-
ry, and I was received by a unanimous
vote, and some weeks after, when an elder
came round, 1 was baptized.
Such was my first Covenant Meeting, but

The visitation, though so bitter, she knew
must be intended in mercy, because it was
the merciful Father who made it, she
knew it was her duty to submit and she
L) to be able to say from her heart,
» will be done.” Of the safety and per-
fect g:au of her sweet babe lmr:o
doubt : seemed in fancy, to witness its
arrival in the abodes of the blessed, and the
attentions wed upon it by
the inhabitants, and yet, had it been possible
she would gladly have drawn it down from

from my il with other
churches I found that they were universally
observed nearly in the same form. In

the Covenant Meeting was as an
instituti p imp , quite on a
I:mln several respects, with the Sabbath
i ; and I think that a member was more
liable to fall under the censure of his church
for absenting himself from the Covenant
Meeting than for neglecting the Sabbath as-
sembly, It, (the Covenant Meeting) was
made an article of faith, or rather, was in-
cluded in ‘t'i: same article that respected

ismtic wibeh e

thence that she might, for a single
phess I(10 8 mother's wounded heart, #Eha?
she concluded.in the language of the bereaved
, “he cannot come to me, but I shall
him,” | This was all delivered in most

language, accompanied with abun-

fol
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“mercy and that every church ought to as-
“ semble themselves together on that day to
“ worship God, and show by their pl

THF CHRISTIAN HELPER,

<—

| by the grace of God, through faith in Christ
Jesus, here called “ Light in the Lord” He
then p ded, in the simpl 1

“ that they este~m the day according to the
“command, ‘ Remember, &c.’ we be-
“ liewe that every church ought to set apart
“one day 1n ever; month to acknowledge their
“ Covenant.”

Two weeks afterwards | was again at the
same place of worship, for we were to have
preaching: not by the same Elder, but by
another with whom, as yet | had never met.
We may call him Elder Hatley. Not only
the whole church, but the whole settlement
was assembled. The house was filled, and
without, on the shaded sides of the building
numbers of men, who had found seats within
for their wives, were waiting ; but as yet
there was no Elder,  Within a few m.nutes
after the hour (11 am,) however, a stranger
is seen by those outside to dismount and tie
his horse to a sappling near the door ard
walk demurely in. A few knew, and most
suspected that this was the Elder. He pa-
tiently edged his way along through the
crowd to lﬁe chair which had been left va-
cant for him behind the little table. Hitherto
he had seemed to notice no ene. But now
he cast an anxious ¥lance around upon the
almost solid mass of upturned faces before
him and the rows of heads peeriug in at ihe
windows and door. For- a moment he
buried his face in both his hands above the
table, and then he arose and gave out the
hymn from Watts, (the only hymn book in
use in that day, and I sometimes heartily
wish we could have it restored to our con-
gregations) “ Sweet is the work my God, my
King” He then prayed. His manner
throughout was very solemn. His prayer
was short, delives in a moderately low
voice, his language very reverent, and yet it
carried with it the seeming that it was ad-
dressed to a willing, present auditor. After
the prayer another hznm was sung. And 1
may as well remark here that the reading of
a portion of Scripture as a part of public
worship was entirely unknown in our early
churches ; and the same is true of our Meth-
odist brethren of the period. After the hymn
he gave out his text ;—“ Ye were sometimes
d ess, but now are ye light in the Lord.”
Darkness, he said, might arise from either
of two causes ; the obscuration of the source
of light, or the injury or destruction of the
organs of sight. Every night when the sun
sats it is dark ; butif sky is overcast with
clouds and mist, or fog lies upon the earth,
then it is darkness. unfortunate neigh-
bor who is belated on such a night finds it
impossible to proceed with safety. Now he

lu into a bog hole; the next step, per-

apm stumbles over a log; and then
himself against a tree or a stump. [Illustra-
tions very suitable to the state of the coun-
try,] But the darkness mentioned in the text

v
language, and in a modest colloquial style to
illustrate these two great points of evangel-

lical truth.  He spoke for more than an hour,
but no one lhmng t it long. Upon taking his
seat he said, ‘“ there is now liberty for all the

| brethren and sisters, and | hope every one

will have something to say for the Lord, if it
is no more than the psalmist said,—* The
| Lord is my light and my salvation.” Nor
| were the brethren and sisters slow to avail
themselves of the lil thus given, Nearly
every member of the church, together wit

you a faithful picture of early times. I am
aware that | have omitted many things, the
memory of which it might be well to pre-
serve, and there remain many others which
we have not been able to reach. If, at some
future time, we shall be perlniuet{, in the
Yro\ idence of God, to renew these interviews,

may perhaps resume the subject and bring
my narrative down to the time when lix:‘rut
be‘fimrislbly to melt into the present,and the
old gradually gives place to the new. For the
present, however, our J)leaam interviews
must be suspended ; and it only remains for
me, al’l,:r gmnk_ing you for so long and so

| several Methodist brethren who were pre-
| sent, avosc and spoke; some of them with
| very great earnestness and fervor, and at
| considerable length. The meeting continued
through about three of the hottest hours of a
very hot day, yet none seemed weary, but all,
—even outsiders seemed to regard it as a
vcrg solemn, profitable, and pleasant time.
‘This manner of conducting public worship,
strange as it may seem t7 you, was not an
exce?tion, but the general rule.—Yet, as you
rightly observe, the practice was attended
vith some inconveniences even then. Now
it would of course be altogether intolerable.
| But before deciding upon the propriety or
| otherwise of the order of these early churches
| we must take into consideration the circum-
stances of the time. It weuld be very un-
fair to judge them by our standards. The
| circumstances are greatly changed. The
| churches of the present day are duly and
fuly organized with all necessary officers
an ied with an abund

pal y to the well meant but im-
perfect, -perhaps incoherent narrations of a
g:mllnus old man; to bid you an affectionate
adieu,

§uﬁz{g Srhbol gwartm—m:t.

STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF Jupan,
SECOND QUARTER,

SUBJECT
carly Piety, 3 Chron.
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XXl

Eecl xfi, 1.
2 The Seri)
Seart
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3 Chron. xxxiv, 422, Joha v, 43
3 feremia in Prisom, Jer. vxxl, vo.  Jor.axil, 3
4 The Rechabites, Ji. xixv. 1o er, xxxv, 13.
The Capsivity of Judah, Jer. n? I i, 8

# The G '..inn.whn,L-. {, B4z Pralm cxi, 10,
7 Nebuchadneszar's Dream, Dan, fi,

ﬁ;& Dan. il, 58
8 The Fiery Fumace, Dan. i, at37.  Dan. iil, 17.
9 The ing oo U v

Christian literature and all suitable means of
instruction and advancement; and especial
with efficient pastoral oversight. Nearly all
these were wanting fifty years ago. Our
only Christian literature was the Biblc;
while the postoral relation was unknown
among us. We had Elders, but not pastors.
Our Eldeis were ordained to the work of the
ministry, but to no particular charge.

were in the receipt of no stipend, or salary.
They were generally farmers, cultivating
their own lands, and depending thereon for
their support, and the support of their fam-
ilies. ordinarily wrought in the field
as many days in the week, and as many
hours in the day, as any of their members.
During slack seasons; between crops, or in
winter, when farin duties were not pressing;
or when their sons were grown up so as to
be able to suj K“t‘heir laces at home, these
men often t. g journeys to supply little
destitute churches, or to plant the gospel in
new settlements where it had not re
been established. Whea at home, the Elder
was expected, as a matter of course, to
whether for umhir or business, and to
preach once on Sunday. But to undertake
pastoral duties in the ordinary meaning of the
:le:m' you must Beneive was entirely out of

e

—the fields,—the highway, but yourselves.
Not for want of sun, moon, or stars, but for
want of eyes. [f the light that is in you be
darkness, how great is that

of
&e. ﬁ“n\‘\'leml:um fro;‘n the text,” he mﬁ;
state of man by nature, [so
b (e e P
second, the state to which we are translated

q nder these ¢
the practice we have alluded to was not only

useful. Persons who thus so ﬂ'equemlg and
became committed to a Christian

50 openly
ey life, could not fail to feel themselves under a

constant obligation to observe its rules, and
would be more likely, on that account, to in-
crease in piety and grow in grace.

Thus far I have endeavoured to present to

preside in all the lmlinﬁ of the church, | siah does
1

allowable, but perhaps on the whole most I

be Wall, Dan. v,

2331, Dan. v, 73.
10 Daniel in the Liou's Den, Dan, vi,
1443 Dan. vi, s2.
" M-‘Iﬁl Kingdom, Dan. vii, g-14. Psalm xiv, 6.
12 The Deeree of Cynus, 2 Chron. xxxvi,
aray Isaiah xl, %
Revigw. Lsaiah xlvi, 13

Prepared for the CurISTIAN HELPER,

Arri 2r.— Joremiah in Prisca,—Jer.
xxxiil, 1-9. B.C, ahout 5g0-588,
GOLDEN TEXT.

“Call wato Me, and I will ansiwer thee, and sheto theo

great and wighty things which thow kuowest not.” - Jer,
Xxxii. 3.

INTRODUCTORY.

An interval of about 34 or 35 years intervenes
vetween the date of our last lesson and this : and
the history of this intermediate period should re-
ceive sume brief attention.

After renewing the Covenant between God and
His people (2 Chron, xxxiv. 29-33), and cele-
brating a solemn Passover such as not_been
held since the days of iis first institution (2 Kings
xxiii. 21-23; 2 Chron, xxxv. 1- o0od king Jo-

not seem to have his work of
refirmation any further ;—and bis reforms cer-
tainly did not t the heart of the nation, which

continued utterly corrupt.

The circumstances of the death of Josiali are
recorded in 2 K xxiii, 2;30, and 2 Chron,
r afterwards

within
ndal hadnezzar

{B.C. 606), though the final destruction of Jeru-

-xltn # :‘h w. did not occur till (,;..
bt 1 ate seventy years'

zu’nlly placed at B.C. 606, when D.wth

companions were among those carried away to
Babylon (Dan. i, 2; Jer. xxv, 1, 11, 12; nCh{u.
xxxvi, 6, ete,

: “Josiah was the last

Dean
 hero of Tsmel, h his death the histary of

.
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Jewish monarch; lllgh( end, were it not for one |

still re- | ihe

one great person
gdud.—th fall of jem-chI. and the propliet

Jeremiah.
]ul..h was succeeded on the throne by his

roungm son by Hamutal, Jehoahaz (or Shal-
lum), but he only 3 mouhl. being carried

-w- captive In(o ! t by Pharaoh Necho,
y hew ied, «n) lg lM of | C

his own wtivilv (Jer. uxd : 44). which led to
impriscnment by ing (Jer. xxxii,
1; -bzn he still eouunued hn prophecy. "
Bluni,

During this imp. -onment Jeremiah received
the Diviae me-.pe connm«ljm our lesson of

to-day.
Th: title gm:n by the Iniernational Lesson

mhh (Jer. xxii. 1012 2 34).
next king was .l.hollklm (or Eliakim),
Josiah’s eldest son, who was placed upon
lhm.nolb the people as in the casc of his
Lu by the king of Egypt who had
nkm ebuhn captive, and who exacted tribute
udah in an annual sum equal to about
Su; The most im) event of Jehoia-
kim' 5 reign, to u, is lhe nning of the seventy
ﬂﬂ to. *“In B.C. 6oy,
lhe thi r ofjlho{nhm s reign (Dan. i 1, 2),
nezzar, who had been -;nt by‘:h father
Nlbopolnur.k of the new Bal ylum empire,
to recover the o inions conquered by Pharaoh
Necho, laid siege to Jerusalem as a capital of a
part of those dominions. The city submitted in
the following year, the fourth of Jehoiakim l:l’
xlvi, 2), the rvyll family, the princes (incl
Daniel and the * three children’) and many of lhe
people being sent to Babylon.  Jehoiakim him-
sell was also bound in fetters, to be carried to
Babylon (2 (.hmn. xxxvi. 6), but he obtained his
fn:edom. apparently by offering Nebuchadnezzar
a ‘part of the vessels of the house of God,’ and
bemnn a tributary to Babylon instead of 1o
Egypt” (2 Kings xxiv. 1).—B/unt. Afterwards
Jehoiakim succeeded, by rebellion, in obtaining
a certain amount of independence ; but Nebu-

chadnezzar again betlegui‘!emultm with a regu-
lar army, !m ‘)ehoukun ied (Jer. xxii. 18, 16 ;
xxxvi. 30, 31) before the city swrrewdered the

secomd fime, which event took place very shortly
after, Jehoiachim his infant son, aged § years,
beu the throne, and NeAusta the qnm
m‘ regent. Wuh the plunder, and the
““ten thousand captives” carried away was the
child-king, who was put in prison and confined,
—p-rtoi the time in chains (Ezek. u:.y)—‘ot
40 years, After some time,
Nehdudnuur seems to have relaxed his ngour.
okt b e et sou ncading Sasudhi
ln t sons, uding
thy whom the succession was handed
ron. ‘tll:‘oll" ll Matt. i,

hap) A more appropriate one
would be Gop's Vl.wu.l umu.num. His
SOVEREIGNTY. We then get lhe lollmv-n-dm--
ions : 1st. God's S‘wmz-l

Gou's Sovereignty Lilustrated by His hupm (n
of Fudgment, and (2) of Mercy ; 3rd.

ereagmity magnified in the Reswit,

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY DECLARED,—v. 1-3.

V. 1. Jeremiah was called to the prophetic
office in the 13th year of Josiah's reign. For an
extended account of his life and writi the
teacher is referred 10 e selocted article in ano-
ther column of this paper. The second time.
See dup. unu 1, ete. In the court of the

prison, “or, ‘the court of the gyuard,’ a part of
lbe Im\gl palace (Neh i, 25), prohabl where
the royal guard had its quarters, Ther: would
no doubt always be a picket on duty in the guard-
chamber at the entrance of the court, but in his
own apartment Jeremmh was probably left un-
molested.” $p. "C

V. 2. Thus lallh the Lord. This expres-
sion gives always increased weight and lolemm(y
to wﬁ t follows. The Maker thereof— “ ra.
ther, the Doer of it, namely, that which emnuh
is about to wrhecy. the restoration of fsrael, au
act which hought now |mpoas|lale, but whlch
the Almugmy will effect.” — Fausset,
formed it,—that is, moulrh His
due shape for execution (Isaiah

lbid.

hat
purpose | into

xxwvil. 26).—

V. 3. Call unto Me. {lrmuh. as the
representative of the people of God, is urged by
God to pray for that which God has delermmed
1o grant, namely, the restoration. God's promi
are not to slacken, but to_quicken the nyeu o(

His people.” — /bid. ighty th nn. or
Adda things, as m the mug‘ln—y
man's comp

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY ILLUSTRATED, —v. 4-8,,
l By Hu purposes of Ji V. 4 5.

V. ¢. Houses . , thrown down by the

mounh “In nncmu sieges, as the works of

and honour,
but it is not recorded how long Le rlved to enjoy
his freedom.—2 Kings xxv. 27-30,

Zedekiah (w ldnua‘) was made king by
Nebuchad “He was a mere viceroy,
overished and d

hed the walls, it was usual to
bmld mlwr lomhuuonl. and for this purpose
houses were pulled do'n, ho(h {~ give the vacant

139
captivity of Israel. "Thunnmpccﬂh
latter ﬂ-n.hrlhlntn‘adldnumun'ilh

lhe)‘:: at |he termination of the sevemty years.”

l,'johni.y Rev. i. §; Eph. i
‘will pardon. ~See chap. xxxi. 34 ;
18 19; Tsaiah Iv. 7, etc.

DIVINE GLORY.—v. 9.

. And it—the city, as in verse 6. To
In l ‘name of Joy,a prai.» and an hon-
our before ali the nations of the earth
which shall hear all the good that I do
unto them.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. No confinement can shut up God's people from
His presence.—v. 1. ples :  Daniel,
Paul, Bunyan.

2. In the gloomiest hours, the believer may be
comforted with thoughts of the sovereignty

of Jehovah.-- v, 2,

3. God is able to do for us, in answer to
far more abundant (hm;;. than we can either
ask or think. TI: A

4. God is angry with the wicked e day.
judgments are abroad in the 'ul.—v

5. God is mercilul as well as righteous.—v, 6. 1 3
(See Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7).

6. Sm is | like a disease, workmimhery and death,

e, I
Micah vii,

His

is like healt! ng peace

am! life,—v. 6-8,
7. God has provided clnnun  blood for guilty
sinners, in the Lamb (Jokn i 19),

and pardons the transgressors whoue iniqui-
ties have been thus washed awa

8. The Divine glory is the work o(red-:pllon.
v. 9

ArriL 25.—The Rechabites,—Jer. xxxv.

12.19. B.C, 606,
GOLDEN TEXT.
*Thus saith hosts, ¢
40 tal sho men of Judsh, and the Inhabitans of Jerum-
lom, Will yo to my

not to
words ! saith the l.ai.“—hn xxxv. 13,

INTRODUCTORY.

** One of the most singular facts in the history
of Israel is the continued existence in the heart of
the nation of a nomad race; partakers of its
P’Ml,u, lhnm- of its !mnhlp, "';1:'" 'hol!&

1
ampue x-ﬂ xxii, m"—sp 3.” By the

lword In Ezekiel xxvi. 9 the ‘n here
there

rem-

le of Israel, and sitting
on the throne -w& not rightly belong to
h-m, in the midst ol‘l hnlf~m|ud city, which the

greal ly not d, because
of lbe reverence vhmh hh dream (B.C. 60‘;) had
iven him for the God of Israel, and of

i brmnedthe]lvuhupﬁmwlmmh had

nhd to_high positions (D;:u -Biunt.
the BAbylonnh yoh.
into nn .lhm m
Aboul

h uttered Ihdr Em

this course (Jer. xxv ll-:n

{ from

Mﬂx whka on the 10th dny
(abant middle of December) in
ninth yeur of Zedekiah's
i; Esek, xxiv, I). that is in
beginning of the foll

d sword is and they
vm used for breaking down the uwen.

{ They come—that is, 7he Fews come
To N1l them —that is, the howses (v.4). Whom
I haveslain, “The enemies' sword was His
sword, and their anger His anger,  But it seems
the men that were slain wu‘; glin:'-l.ly nch as

for they “ere the ve mhwh«-wﬂ«lu—
God did hide Himself from this clty, so that He
m)uulnlﬂﬂehoqht upon them.”—Matthew
Henrv.

2. By His purposes of marcy.—v. 6-8.
(@) In temporal good.—v. 6, 7.
V. 6. 1 will bring it health and cure—

that is, ** #4is city” (v. 5). I will cure them.
" fi ﬂ:ue - that th;;(au"nf the

"Pild' s gives com-
o o the inhabifonts. "The sglden from

ll.ll.lhe:{q, lolh-. .r. lheg'copl‘;," "“
iy

nbihlyxlwinbch(!oﬂhl’ulhnnh
MM —that is, prosperity.”~

7 Y 'nuuptlvltyu Judah and the

this n-xv
snd this Arab (or it might almost be call
tribe, was the ma of Moses with Zij

bﬂvmtbechcunpeopll
)
from the land of Midian, Her father 0

came to the aid of Moses almost im htel;
after the exodus, (Exod. xxvii), and her brot!

Hobab rendered im) nnzmeelothebRw
leader th the i . The
encampment of the Kenites, as the was
called, was near to that of

arate. (Num. x, 29-32; xxiv, 21). A t
settlement in the inued.

]

:
:
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Kis x, 15-17), we ma) ps understand | (Gen. xxvi, 12.) And while we do not find in thewoldlol_,u-ﬂth in this g;th chapter, and
the title to nl’er to the wild, nomadic character | this account of the Rechabites any positive opin- lddetl *‘ Come, 000 in

of the clan." reen, D.D.

“From the part Jehonadab took in_helping
Jehu to root out the worship of Baal, it seems

plain he was a zealous adherent of Jehovah, and

ibly, from the lasting nature of “his influence,
mn a religious reformer ; and as the nuus of
the men mentioned lnrj er. xxxv, are all c
pounded with Ja4, the form which Jehovah ukes
at the end of a word, it is plain that the tribe
continued their allegimce to Him. The object
of L b in endeavoring to preserve the nomad
habits of his race was probably two-fold. He
wished, first, to maintain them the purer
morality and nigher feeling the desert, con-
trasted with the laxity and cﬁemml{ of city life,
and, :econdly, he was anxious for the preserva-
tion of their freedom. A tribe of wanderers in
the open desert is very much out of the reach of
danger "~ S5p. Com.

In the 35th chapter of Ld remiah, the prophet
utilizes lhu punctilious obedience to Jonadab's
precepts “m point a useful lesson for his own
people.  We can quite imagine that their black
tents, pitched in the open places of Jerusalem, had
attracted no slight degree of attention, and while
all men were talking of them, the prophet in-
vited them into the temple, and brought out into
clear relief their steady obedience to their ances-
tor's command,”—Sp. Com.,

lesson places in marked contrast the obadi-
#nce of the Rechabites to the command of their
ancestor, and the disobadience of the Jews to the
laws of Jehovah their God ; and then states the
consequences of each course of action.

THE OBEDIENCE OF THE RECHABITES, —v. 12-14

V. r2. Then—immediately after the test of
the loyalty of the Rechabites recorded in the pre-
ceding verses of the chapter. The date was B.c.
606, m the reign of Jehoikim, just before the
Jfirst captivity, in which Daniel and his compan-
ions were carried off to Babylon (see verse u.

ion one way or the other, on lhe rinking of wine
(for if we quoted this rln against wine, it
might be replied that it nlly against build-
ing houses and growing com,. yet the reasons for
abstaining from wine in our time are not the
weaker, The evils of drunkenness are so man
and so dreadful, that & Christian man may well
deem it Christian and ntedmu 1o forego what he
has a right to, for the sake of opposing a dread-
ful vice, and nlmglhcning the weak against it,”
Dr. John Hall in the Sunday School World,
Are psrlormod——" are established, i.e., are
maintained in full force.”—Sp. Com, Unto | bk
this day—a period of more than two hi
years.

THE DISOBEDILNCE OF THE JEWS,—V, 14, 15

V. 14. (continued). Notwithstanding. Here
the contrast between the faithfulness of the Re-
chabites and the perfidy of the Jews commences.
I have spoken unto yov. “ God Himself
speaking late and early by His various ways of
providence and grace, In verse 1§, and in 2
Chron. xxxvi, 15, a distinct mode of address is
alluded to, vis., God semding His servants"—
Fausset.

V.15, All My servants the prophets,
““The Rechabites had had but one law-giver,
l}:!cwl had had a succession of messengers ac-

ited unto them by God. Compare Matt. xxi,
3;03 "—Sp. Com. ylng~l'hr¢ethi s anly

required of His reople (1) Retarn, (2) Re-
formation, (3) Steadfastness ; and offered them
a glorious inheritance for their obedience. But
ye have not, & They would not even listen,
much less consider.

THE CONSEQUENCES TO EACH,—V, 15~19-
1. v the Yews—v. 16, 17.
V 16, Because . . _of their father.

“ This little company of Rec!uhnu, in their
faithfulness to their ancmur 's command for nearly

and Introduction to last lesson),
See last lesson.

V. 13. Thus saith the Lord of hosts.
‘The word for ‘“Aests” in Hebrew is Sabaoth,
(Rom. ix, 29 ; James v, 1) Sometimes it refers
to angels (Eph i, 215 Col. i, 16); sometimes to
the stars (Jer. xxxiii, 22, Isaiah xI, a’.); some-
times to m:rco ple (Exod. xii, 41). of
hosts " therelore includes all these, and is a grand
term, ex| ive of Jehovah's majesty and power.
Go and tell. ** , accompanied, as it
seems, by the main body of the Rechabites
18, |g‘v¢m into one of the courts of the tem, e.

re ¢ ddressed to the people the rebuke of
which we have the summary in the loﬂowm.
verses,"—Sp, Com. The test of the R

300 years, ad d a_terrible reproof to the
nation which had dureguded lhe lnhmlcly more
august and solemn law of God. The sons of
Jonadab rose up in that day of )Mgmml to con-
demn the people of Jerusalem."—S. G. Greem,

v, 17. The evil that T have pronounc-
ed—see Deat, xxvill,, Levit. xxvi., Jer, xxv, 8-
10. ** Sinners i umglnt that, because punishment
is delayed, it will not come ; but these evils, an-
nounced more than 800 years before, came to pass
at last,”  Felo

Note. —The lucher referring to the passage
named, may mm!oguc some of the various evﬂn
that were to come upon the disobedient Jews, and
impress these upon the memhm o( the class,

had been .q plied in a more private chamber,
(v ¢.) Wil yo not receive instruction ?
It is the of the wise to receive instruction
see .-. , | .iv. g'. 333 xv, 32, 33; Jer
xxxil, 335

V. 14. The wordlot Jonadab the sov. of
R hab, are recorded in verses 6

W
and 7 of this chapter. For his object in making this
id exaction, see Introduction. Cnmmandod
h sons not todrink wine. “ The drinking
wine was not bly forbidden so much on
(h~ nerh! o( the qnudon, whe(her it is good or
hnd. hcl. which also appears in the
-nd Iding, that producing it unplled
'.Lb(u, lﬂllllg upn landed property, mal
vineyards, a slow process, as one may see by
lu. v, I, 2, and mplm \vlne~pmuel and other
fixed time for wine to
"old." Nomndmncu make the water of
rock or spring and the milk of their herds their
h there are historic notices of Nab.
atheans who forbade com-planting, fruit-trees,
and houses, yu as we see by Gen. xxvii, 25, wine
was used by them, and com could be raised,

e | Mecen

2. 7o the R.

V. 18. Because *o hlvn obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father
&c. The teacher will not fail here to inculcate
filial obedience. Exod. xx, 12 ; Deut. xxvii, 16;
Prov. i, 8 ; vi, 20; Eph. vi, I- 3, &e.

V. rg. Shail not ‘want a man to stand
before Me for ever. Prof. Plumptre, in
Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, advances some
striking facts in wrpon of the view that ** the
Rechabites were solemnly adopted into the fami-

Ties of Israel, and were ized as incorporated
into the tribe of Levi”—the tribe whose office
expecullg;l was to stand ar: j:hunh (Deut.
x, 8). it taking the denot-

"{ of the Rﬂ:hllulel asa mbe, it has
been singularly ful6illed, The late Dr, Wolff, in
his journal says *“the Jews of Yemen told hlm.
in 1829, that he would find Rechabites living near

When hy with

wudnb, vhhmnllhem. Mousa by name, Dr,
olff convemd thus : *‘ Whose descendants lre
L’ <y .ﬁu ered, ‘' Come, and I will

W yoi,

from an Arabic Bible | should

umber. You see, thcvwdlol(heptophet have
been fulflled.”

May 5.—The Captivity of Judah —Jer.
lii, 1-11; B.C. 588,
aoLbEN TEXT.

.Imu-lm hath grievously vinned ; lhqr‘/m she (s
vemoved : honoured her, d-ﬁn , becauge
humhuuhh- m-ﬁomﬂhn‘

INTRODUCTORY,
Jaml chapter i u a sort of appe the
eremiah, whose auth as there
mled. emh with the last verse of nhe
chapter. It contains n-e sddiliunl to
those in chap, xxxix, and the histery ¢ “wn

catries

to a later date. The writer ollhiuddltlnul chap-
ter was probably Ezra, and it is almost identical
vnlhz)r:ms xxiv, 18:20, and xxv. The cap-
tivity of which our lesson treats, is the 4ird and
last captivity (B.c. 588). It il not be
again to trace the steps in {mn. history, leading
to the events here recorded, that having already
been done in the mlmductvry remarks on the
lesson for April 21st— ‘¢ Jeremiah in Prison "—
to which the teacher will kindly refer again.
EW: notice in xhe;’e‘l'mkn"ve;m&;l MM A's

vil Reign ; (2) 50 Besiggad ; and (3)
the King's Fate,

llD;KlAH! EVIL REIGN,—v. I-3,

V. 7. Zedekiah., The last king of Judah,
made king by Nebuchadnezzar, when he took the
child-king Jehoiachin captive, B.C. 599. Zede-
kiah's name was formerly Ma'taniah, and it was
chay in accordance k'“h meﬂl‘l;m cu-.;mr.

tributary ki mother's
name ':n Hlmllhl.““l'h was therefore |
brother of Jehoahaz (2 Kings xxiii, 31), but '
brother only o Jebnnkim (2 Klngl, nin
he was also the uncle of Jehoiachin, and . n
or Josiah. Of Jonmu of Libnah. Noth-
further is known of him, Libnah was one
o the cities taken by Joshua from the Canaanites,
situated in Judah about 30 miles south-west from
lerusalem.”  See Josh. x, 29, 305 x«i, 13+ 2

ings, viii, 22; xix, 8, 35.)

V. 2. Did that which was evil. Com-
pare 2 Chron. xxxv'. 12-13; jer. xxxvii, 2,

His chief recorded evils were (1) his refusal to
be guided in his political conduct by Je:emiah's
counsels, while nevertheless he admitted him to
be a true Jehovah p "l:yhet;é:c’hm xxxvi, 12 ;
Jer xxml, 2); (2) infraction of the
solemn oath of ml?‘ jection and allegiance to which
he had swom to Nebuchadnezzar, either at his

or :ooullernm (2 Chron. xxxvi, 13;

xvil, l} Com. According
to nll that ehollk m had done. Se.
2 Kings, xxiv, 1, 2; 2 Chron. xxxvi, 4-8,
hoiakim bad been the vassal of Rﬁm
kiah also courted an E-m
Babylon, which hud been ed to be
to er. xxvii, xxviii.)
hrough the lnnr of the Lord,

V.3
God at last to surrender

“y
to thei

Senacherib

blasted them by a breath, Bat

not Hezekiab ; ‘the peopie of Jerlnlcn were lot

what they had been ln carlier day
unlike [saiah, was not in pom.




construction of a new Pollty. and in the erection
of a new temple."—Gilfi”%an, Rebelled
a lnu the hl ﬂ of Babylnn His chief

lion was his ce with Egypt, (see In-
troduction, April 21st), This occurred some
three or four years before the events of this pres-
ent lesson,

JERUSALEM BESIEGED.—V. 4-7.

V ¢ In the ninth year . .+ tenth
onth . tenth day of the month

4 Al the final catastrophe approaches, the his
torian becomes -1ore close and exact in his dates,
marking not onlv the year, but the month and the
@ v, on which the siege began, no less than those
on whi it closed (v. 6). Compare 2 Kings,
xXv, 1, Exek. xxiv, 1 ; frem which last E;:
it
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THE KING'S PATE.—v, 811,

V.8, In ths pla‘ns of Jericho—About
six hours jou east hom Jerusalem. Scat-
tered ‘rom him-—each one looking to his
own salety,

V. 9. Riblah. This was the headquarters
of Nebuchadnezzar's army, and a most fertile
and convenient spot for superintending the opera-
tions against Tyre and Jerusalem, which were
then engaging his attention, It was situated in
northern Palestine, at the upper end of the val-
ley of Lebanon, about 10 days march from Jeru-
salem. (See map.) Gave judgment upon
him, Ile had violated his oath, (Ezek. xvii,
13-19 ; 2 Chron, xxxvi, 13).

V. 70. Slew his sons . before his
eyes. Jeremiah h.ndw-med Zedekiah that his

sage we find that on the vu’ day when the
of Nebu had made
{;. ermmalen, e fct was revistol 1o l'.uklel in
bylonia, and the fate of the city announced to
him - (Ezek. xxiv, €-14)"—Sp. Com. Nebu-
chndnelur “A prince of extraordinary
talent and energy ; and he consolidated, if we may
not say that he actually established the Babylonian
monarchy, Having destroyed Nineveh, his next
task was Lo recover that portion of his new con-
?utﬂ which the Egypuians had held in possession
for two or three years. He afterwards made
[lehonkun lnbu ukmg away certain ¢ ptives

B.C, } upuve Jehoiachim,
the son of clwalmn " [me. 590] ; and now his
capture of iah and dcs!muwn of Jerusalem

command our attention. We shall learn more of
this great king in the lessons following, which are
taken from the Book of Daniel. All hisarmy.
Compare chapter xxiv, l. where the vastuess of
his army is very umnglI marked. In 2 Kings
xxv, 1, it YAl kis hest” Against
J em. ** The army seems at first to have
spread itsell over all jmln. It fought not only
against Jerusalem, bi “?unn all the cities of
{udnh that were left,” especially against Lac-
-inhu:nd hAux:hh ‘(;l.;r uh::;. 7) two cities of the
south, wl ly been strongl re
risgned in ol\i:“ to maintain the commun!ufn‘on
with . Com, Built forts against
it.  Forts were pmhbly nwvnhl: towers pro-
v-dnd vllh battering rams. vuc ushed
the walls, and thus phcd hting
men on alevel with those they were besieging.
ﬂ Unm the dethh
ueg- hall. Lamentations
ii, 20, 21 ; n.;n; v 9-u) and Enlml(v 1
12) show us how dreadful the sufferings of those
within the city.

V. 6. Fourth month. Corresponding to
our July. Famine. The city seems to fl
been overcome more through the famine than the
active hostilities. No “read—compare chap.

xxxviii, 9 ; Ezek, iv, 16 ; v, 16,

V. 7. Broken np—dm‘w into. A breach
way made ll the walls, and the city was entered
at_midnight, (Ezek. xii, 2-12, and Josephus).
the darkness of the night the Chaldwan

made their

wut, in the middle gateway which
on the glm brazen altar. " Never
been seen in the in-

of war-and ;hm (chap. xxxix,
& King's uated to the south of
c‘n‘.hﬂu auhuhuol‘Moume

By the way of the plain—* the road lead
w over Olivet to Bethany and Jerk-ho."

he | potamia, defended on the south

children Id fall i hands of the Chald.
if he 1 his rebellion (chap, xxxviii, 13)
V. rs. Then he put out the eyes of
Zedekiah—literally ‘‘dug omt” This was
made to wit-

doubly and brutally cruel—his eyes
ness l{e cruel slaughter of his children, and tias
to be his /ast sight.  Carried him to Baby-
lon. *Jeremiah had pvulzhmed distinctly that
he would be carried to Ba {lon (chap. xxxii, §;
xxxiv, 3). Ezekiel had said that he should not
*see Babylon.’ (Ezek. xii, 13). His llepnvnhun
of sight before he was carried to the conqueror’s
capital, fulfilled the predictions of both prophets,”

Sp. Com.

PRACTICAL LESSON.

The certainty of God's punishment of sin,

Though long de{\yed, it will come at last--and no
escape.

May. 12.—The Captives in Babylon.—

Dan, i, 8-17.—8. ¢. 606,

GOLDEN TEXT.
T aie s i S v
wnderata. ve. p e com-
um-u'u His praise endureth for ever.” exi.,

INTRODUCTORY,

For the next six weeks we arc to have our at-
tention dnmlz‘:l. to the Book of Dlnlal ln
stud, which, it is lmpnr\nu
-pocy:]l;gauc character. *‘To the old pmplxe
Daniel stands -)n some sense as a commentator
(chap. ix, 2-19) ; to succeeding generations, as
dteg‘lxxld -I'\mlnedlhc ue;lreh‘“vmmmn‘ phecfym'
llle st int of sl are

{uﬁnd upon rl; verge of a uepv:unenod
Lh: exulence of God’s people, and fresh instruc-

V€ | tion is given them, suited to their new fortunes.

The change is not abrupt and absolute, but yet it
is dulmc:fy felt. The cye and not the ear, is the
organ of the Seer: visions and not words are
revealed to him. The Babylonian exile supplied
the outward training and the inward m...i.y for
this last form of Divine teaching : and the ro-

hetic visions of Ezekiel form the connecting link

tween the characteristic types of revelation and | again
phecy. " Smuith's mullmnu The

mk is usually divided into two equal parts : sl)
Chapters i, 10 vi., are chiefly Aistorscal ; while (2)
chapters vii. mxn are entirely lypric.

bylon. * Ofall the cmes that the
or power ol'm\n has built on the surface of
LI»L, was the greatest. Its greuneu
was ucuus{ by its natural position, on a platform
of rock in the midst of the alluvial basin of Meso-
a vast morass
or lake, crossing the line of traffic between the
Mediterranean coast the Tranian mountain:
just wheie the Euphrates becomes a navigable
river. It was on the lowest computation,
on the highest, sixty miles round, =nd was real {y
A county or empire in a city. Forests,

yet s lls:mgul'::i.lynnd order of a city were | names connected with his own deities

r-uavad The walls are said to have been 300
leet high, and along their summit ran a vast ter-
race, which admitted of the turning of hariots
with four horses, and which may therefore well

have been more than 80 feet broad. The kil
palace and the temple of Bel were rem:
was 't the centre of a mighty empire, consisting
of 120 provinces, each of which was a kingdom
kept by its sovereign would be most elaborate and
grand, To one fmnno“l, our attention is es-
ys, usually children of captive pnncu. wem
kept in personal attendance upon the ki
the Sultan and the Shah, speaks of ‘P‘J
ams (slaves) who live in the pnlue. e
ey
are promising boys, stolen or forcibly taken from
Christian parents, and brought up as Moslems,
strict_discipline, receive a good education and
then have a, ‘puintments in lhe civil and military
In our lesson we have (1) a purgose; (2) a
test 5 and (3) & result,
V. 8 Danlel—* The richest prize that ever
Babylon won from Jerusalem.”"—Green. 3 was
2 Kings, xx, 18) ; hus sly! that he be-
ﬂ‘mgtd to the lunnly ollmf His age when
(n.C. ). He was well educated in scn:m:e and
language by the king of lhh‘ylon (verse 4]

Tt must d that this city
initsell. It may well be imagined that the state
E:eu.lly directed in this lesson. Well favoured
Van Lennep, describing the state now

attend
the person of the Shah wherever he goes.
They ave kept in the seraglio (palace), under
service,' "—5. S, Union Notes,

THE PURPOSE.—v, 8, 9.
of noble birth, if not of the royal family, (verse
taken captive was probably lrom 12 to 1§ years.
it is evident he had been carefully trained m He-

brew learning, and taught in the religion of his
fathers, before his captivity. Purposed in his
heart. ‘‘The case evinces both his conscien-
tiousness in reference to the law of his God, and
his noble sell-control in the matter of ite.
These are among the first and most vital elements
in the formation of a character of the hi pro«
mise for effliciency and usefulness,”— Comwles,

‘Would not deflle hlmull—emm by eating
what to a Jew was cor red as wncleam, or by

?rukm. of that which had been offered Lo |do|l.

he prince of the eunuchs—(see verse 3)
His special duty was to IC:IAJ‘ over the male at-
tendants of the dew' the harem. The position
was one of honowr and influence,

V. 9. Into favour and tender love —
Compare the cese of | in Gen. xxxix, 21,
Ilu sterling uprightness and beauty of character

ﬁn means used by Jehovah in incllnm'
lhe pnnct of the eunuchs towards him.
Prov. xvi. 7.
THE TEST,—v, 10-14.

V. 10. The king hath lppolnlod
meat and your drink. ions differ u
to the object of the king in the diet ordered,
Some mnprxc his aim was to secure the very best
mental ph umldmlnpm possible. Others,
Cummings, for example), think it
was "u -rfnl plan to make them change their
religion, and become thoroughly ulburvnnl lu

the Chaldean rule: (1) by changing thei
(2) by tempting them wn.h Inmm hv (
by o{m them wit m.-";m';h

nlq foodaﬁ'aetln |dols." Puhnpl dmld-

both of these objects in view,
Wono-hklnc—looklu less healthy, Your
lort—mu-lly.mmdc, age or class.

Viz means weward o chief butler,
He was th- man of lh‘mn
ment. naniah, Mishael, and h,

(and Daniel's—*' God is my —‘m
i—Shadrack
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“illumined by the nm;pzd"' Meshack ** who is
comparable to Shak,” (the goddess of Babylon)
and Abadnego, ** servant of the Shining Fire,"—

(see verse l‘-) )
V. 12. Prove . . ten days. The trial
would thus only be for a short time, but long
enough to indicate the probable result of the en-
tire experiment. *“If during that period there
were no indications of diminished health, beauty
or vigor, it would not be unfair to presume that
the experi i of temp would be
successful, and it would not be improper then to

cities of Judah, for the purpose of announcing to
the inhabitants the contents of the Book o';‘me
Law which been found in the Tmpl:‘g mll

e

rophecies against foreign nations (xlvi,-li.) are
!:ue.:hd nﬂ;‘:hpter uls: and follow each other

in a different course, whilst there are nu
b The followl

that at length, probably in !

P i x:;{ hpumf—" 2 and even of
some members of his own family,'—as well as,
under the Divine direction, to have a wider field
for his labours,—he left Anathoth, and came to
Jerusalem. During the reign of Josiah he was,
doubtless, a valuable coadjutor with that monarch
in the reformation of religion. From his notice
of Shallum, or Jehoahaz,? he probably pm[:hnizd

ask that it might be continued longer."— 2. ;
Pulse.—Seed herbs, greens, vegetables. They
proj to confine themselves to vegetable diet,
with water to drink instead of wine,

V. 3. The children that eat, &c. Evi-
dently a number of other youths besides these
four were under the same regimen.

V. 14. So he consented, and possibly he
was not entirely disinterested in complying with
:lbzir frugal desires for a much less expensive

iet,

THE RESULT, V. 15-17.
V. 15. Fairer and fatter. Instead being
** Worse liking," as had been feared, a marvel-
lous change had taken place for the better, OfF
course the great secret of this rapid improvement
was the Divine blessing on the means employed,
just as God had belorc‘broughl Daniel into favour
and tender regard. —verse
V. 16. Took away,
they wished,
" 17. God gave them knowledge, &c.
““ We count it reasonable to look to the Lord for
our daily read . . but how few are they who
seek for the same aid from Him in matters of the
i}:(ellecl. in learning, in study, in thought ! "—
Citto.

25 Thaus granting all

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. “To be sngular when the call of duty
and faithfulness 10 God demand, is the evidence
of true piety.”

2. 'rm. teaching * When in Rome do as the
Romans do,” is not Bible teaching.—Dhuty is, like
God, the same everywhere,

3. ““Make the world bow to your religion ;
never let your religion bow to the world."—
Peloubet.

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET
JEREMIAH.

1, The book of Yeremiak differs from that of
Isaiah in this respect, that while it was the leading
object of Isaiah to lllﬂnrl the reformation of the
Jews, the awful nature of Jeremiah's was
to proclaim the near desolation of his country,
now lened in impenitence. gives a
peculiar feature, both to his character and writings,
which has led to his being called *‘the weeping

t” (see ix. 1). is name translated is,
K :]n shall exhalt Jehovah.”

2. Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a priest of
Anathoth, a small place in the tribe of Benjamin,
not far from J Called to the prophetic
office in the thirteenth year ol Josiah (i. 2 ; xxv,
3), while he was yet a ,ouh (i. 6), he sied
under the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, fehoiakim,
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. = Some have t
that bis father was the same Hilkiah the h

riest who found the Book of the Law in tl
li"zmple, as is mentioned in 2 Kings xxii, and 2
Chiron. xxxiv. ; but this opinion is not held

without hind: during that monorch’s brief
reign.  But when Jehoiakim came to the throne,
he was interrupted in his ministry : the * priests
and prophets” became his accusers, and demanded,
in eonjunction with the populace, because he had
denounced woe against their city, that he should
be put to death.3 The princes did rot dare to
dely God thus openly ; but Jeremiah was either
placed under restraint, or deterred by his ad.
versaries from appearing in public, Under these
circumstances, he received a command from God
to commit his predictions to writing. * Havin
done so, he sent Baruch, his faithful friend an
amanuensis, 1o read them 1o the people on a fast-
day in the Temple, The princes advised )]crvmilh
and Baruch to conceal themselves, while they
tried to influence the king by reading the roll to
him. Bat it was in vain : the reckless monarch,
after hearing three or four pages, cut the roll in
pieces, cast it into the fire, giving immediate
orders for the apprehension of Jeremiah and
Baruch.  God, however, preserved them ; and
Jeremiah soon afterwards, by Divine direction,
dictated the prophecies to Baruch again, and
added others.4

3. During the short reign of the next king,
Jehoiachin, we find the prophet still nttering the
voice of warning, though yet without etisct.s It
was probably in the reign of Jehoiachin that
Pashur, chiel governor of the Temple, seized him
and put him in the stocks, but released him the
next day.

4 Under Zedekiah, Jeremiah was often im-
prisoned,  According to chap. xxxviii., he was
consigned to a miry dungeon by the princes of the
people ; and though, by the king’s command, he
was delivered from that imprisonment, he was still
kept in confinement till Nebuchadnezzar, who
meantime had taken the city, released him, and
gave him the choice of either going to Babylon or
remaining in the country.7 He preferred
latter alternative, and résided with Gedaliah at
Mizpah, But when Gedaliah was murdered, he
was forced to fly into Egypt.? In t he still
sought to turn the people to the ,9 and pre-
dicted the approaching devastation of &mb’
Nebuchadnezzar.io  He appears to have in
the fifth year after the destruction of Jerussiem
(m.c. §83), in the very year Nebuchad: came

merous
g order may perhaps be

l.—T!:\;_ hecies delivered in the reign of the
good Kis mh (f~xii.).
I —'l':ge ies delivered in the reign of

lelw‘ialdm, the eldest son of Josiah (xiii. -xx., xxii.,
xxiil., xxv., xxvi., xxxv., xxxvi., xlv.-xlviii,, xlix,

1-33).

H}» ~The prophecies delivered in the reign of
Zedekiah, the uncle of Jeconiah, the ryom? son
ol‘{]oshh, and the last of the kings of Judah (xxi,,
xxiv., xxvil.-xxxiv., xxxvii -xxxix., xlix. 34-39,

1V.—The

vern':\em o pr % \ E
erusalem to the retreat of the people into 3
and the ‘prophecies delivered to the Jews Iﬂwﬂ
country (xL-xliv.).

Chap, lii. was added after Jeremiah’s death, Tt
is a short historical account of the taking of
Jerusalem, and is properly an introduction to the
book of leev;ullo;;. y . ol s

7. The writing eremiah corres) it
his character. !?hey are peculiarly marked by
pathos, and abound in expressions of tenderness,
and in affecting descriptions of the miseries of the

e.
P"S’P’A‘. in the days of Jeremiah, the Jewish
nation had filled up t‘e measure of their iniquities,
the chief duty of this prophet was to expose the
heinous sins of all classes of the people, :nd to
4 i ine iud h i

rophecies delivered during the
Gedaliah, from the taking of

P ‘g Judg ut
which take up the greater part of the book, and
necessarily to give it a mournful , are
accompanied with some cheering declarations of
God’s merciful designs, both as to the restoration
of the Jews from their captivity, and as to their
future history.  There are also a few
pictures of the ur'nu of the Mes:lhh, to ::lomhlk:
et repeatedly applies the designation wi

saiah had former! ygi':];l to Him,—*'the Branch.”

9. It is not necessary to consider the attempts
that have been made to dispute the genuineness of
certain parts of Jeremiah's es, since all
such attempts rest, not on critical grounds, bat on
the denial of the realit; ofpmshmu! inspiration.
Men who deny that I cou'd foreseethe restora-
tion of the Jews from the Babylonish Captivity,
may well deny also that Jeremiah could limit the
duration of that tivity to seventy years. but

known that Jeremiah, particularlyin his
B et e
&uwadmmm-

to Jeremiak in the New Testament,

to Egypt—an event, however, which he did not
live 1o see. According to a tradition, he was
;limed to death mcrumryneu at Day X

is grave was sul ! nted out at Cairo,
In one of the lpoeryphalybl;:kx of Maceal
there are other traditions respecting him, all

equally groundless.
5. lemninh was contem| with Zephaniah,
Habukkuk, Ezekiel, and el. His 'I'iﬂgl
are in Hebrew, ex the eleventh verse of the
tenth chn,xer, which is in Chaldee ; and those at
least which relate to the seventy years of the
Cugniwly were known to the prophet Daniel. 1

. The hecies of this book evidently do not

ronological order ; and it is not easy
to reduce them to order of time, or to account for

stand in

he | the present arrangement. In the Septuagint, the

Dest eritics.  His

:nldnuly TlhdUnm:'l}-Uu:h " &d_ " "l"u o Jo ‘:&z“ 3 Ihid. "'Lm
first appearance aticipated that of Jerem 5 t commemorate
about one hundred and thirty hewuml:z h"iyl;r'"ﬂwll{::“:lhw g
own biography into the web of bis 3 13 ui’irr.l-" xxif. 34-30 with 2 Kings xxiv. 13 1 see also
Thus, it would seem that he remained in his native | 7 Lid. & nvill.,axxix. § Tbids bu-aliil

village for several years, visiting, however, the

lud.u.n,n:.dm
9 Tbid sliv.” 1o I6id. xliii. 813 13 Dan, ix. o

Chap. vi. 16, Matt. xi. a9 | Chap xxxi 15 Matt, ii 1p-
» v&u.lnl.ni.u:l [

xi 17 31,34 Heb. vili. 8
xix. | 10; % 16, 17
“ ixeg,eq100r i ag-3u. |

3. THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH.

1. This book is a kind of to the
former one, of which, in the original Scriptures, it
formed a part. The book consists of five chapters,
or elegies. Each twenty-two stanzas,
Tibrow wipiabet e thin cepte, having sty

1 1l ¢
six verses, has three verses t puhg-. each com-
mencing in the Hebrew with the several letters in
fu"n;A'..-' t variety of l.mm % which it

variet)
contains, mlut’chpm. or elegy, is I some
versions entitled; *‘ The Prayer of Jeremiah.”
—NEew COMPANION TO THE BInLE,

1 Comp. Tsa. xv., xvi,, with Jer. xlviii. ; Obadiah with Jer
Hlix. 717
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the Lord’s children may sce and 4mow that
He who watches the fall of a sparrow, will

" Only trust Him, only

Torrespondence.
" Letters 'm..]..:,.,"-'m‘..;.;.."_ mpamed | redeem His p
;{:A ”“J m‘ﬁ """'m ol &/M . ‘:‘n‘,‘:‘r:vw"‘mfﬂv trust Him now !

FAITH'S RECORD,
DR. BUCHAN, Dear Friend :

Some time ago | sent you a short record
of the wo?' the Lord has answered prayer in
behalf of the Hospital for Sick Children.

Let me again tell how “ They that wait upon
the Lord renew their strength, run and are
not weary, walk and faint not "—decause, in
the Lord Jehovah is their strength
Day by day our daily wants have been
supplied from His bountiful hand ; recently
the work has so increased that it has been
found necessary to move to a larger house,
although it is only a year since we moved to
where we are now, giving us then eight addi-
tional beds.
We asked the Lord to guide us, and in
the quiet of the night, the house formerly
pied by the F Sisterhood, on
Elizabeth street, was suggested to us. Upon
making application for it, we found it could
be purchased for $2,500 in cash, and that
$290 remained unpaid to the builders. We
said the Lord had not limited us to asking
only for our daily supplies, and He who for
three years, has so regulariy sent us all we
have required for three hundred sick little
children, could and would send us enough to
buy this house. Trusting only in Hiw, we
undertook the purchase, appointing § gentle-
men as trustees, to hold the property for us,
Many alterations were required in order
to make it suitable for our work. These, in-
cluding the $270, would amount to about
$500: thiu:: agreed (Matt 18 : 19) to ask

Feb. 28. The land upon which the house
stands has been given to us.

March passed—no money “ for the house.
April came and spent four of her days, and
yet no money ; but God gave us especial
strength to trust Him. On the 4th we met
as usual at the H. S, C. to ask the
Lord that that money might be to hand by
the 15t of May, in order that all the world
might see that He was * the same yesterday,
1 y and forever ;” and to assure us we
were acting in accordance with “His will,”
he would send us before this day week some
token, if only one dollar marked for the

ilding.

We {ﬁ the matter then at His footstool,
deciding nof to ask again, as we believed He
muld ;enmtlil it (Matt, xﬁi, 22). April 5g, 6::,

an ﬁund still no money. On the
morning of the 3
enclosing $50.00 “

»

the post brought a letter | pefore
rlhl:” odtis exigen- | C

We take possession of the house on the
1st, Many extras will be needed, as also
the remaining $2,000, but “ The Same” will
supply a// our need.

Yours faithfully,
L. MCMASTER.
April 12th, 2878,

3 Q{zligioﬁs ‘fntz'l'l'ig'c’nn.» T

DENOMINATIONAL.

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

Baptisms reported during the month at: Ailsa
Craig, 1; Alvinston, 2; Brantford Zirst, 3: Broc!
ville; Chatham ; Clarcmont, 13; Durham, 33

nia Falls, 4; Forest, 7; Grimsby, 7; Hamilton,

Yark St., 10; Kmcardine, §; London, Vork St.,
26 ; Malahide and Bayham, 22 ; Manilla, 2 ; Me-
donte, 2; Midland, 2; Montreal, First, 1; Olivet,
8; Mount Forest, 3; Notfield, 13; Port Rowan, 11;
Priceville, 115 Smith, 7; South Gower, §; Sparta,
. Catharines, Quaen 31., 43 St

oronto, College St., 23 Yarvi
Yorkwille, 2 ; "Welland,
3's Whitby, 1 ; Wingham, 6; Yarmouth Zirst, 15,

Pastoral Settlements —Bro. G, B. Davis,
of the C. L. Institute, has accepted the call of the
Onondaga churches to be their pastor, and ex-
pects to enter upon his ministry in the latter part
of this month. Bro. J. H. MARsH has returned
from the United States, and settled as pastor of
the church in Barnston, Que.

Ordinations.—-Bro. A. M. Erey has been
{mblicly set apart to the work of the gospel min-
stry at Howick. Bro, THomas B, GREEN, of
Bolton, Que., has been ordained as an evangelist
at Potton, Que.

Church Recognition.—The newl; n-
ized church of baptized believers, at M{«:Eu,
was publicly recognized asa sister Baptist church,
;7 a Council that met for that purpose on the 6th

arch, ult. There are at present 18 members,

Cl;lpeuhD«l‘Nuud. — BISMARK —a very
neat frame chapel, costis 1400, was opened for

g : 'm' .

Divine service in this raj Rrowi ) O
the line of the Canada uk{ern Railway, on the
24th of February, Rev. Prof, Torrance, of Wood.
stock, the dedication sermon.
OTTAWA—the basement of the new edifice being
erected for the Ottawa. Gl:lptht ch was dedi-
cated to the service of on Lord's Day, March
1 sermons being preached the
Rev.]. L. Campbell, pastor of St. um.:{. St,
church, Montreal, ~ Rev. A. A. Cameron,
the esteemed pastor, and his people are to be

congratulated on so into their
home. It is confidently that the wl:l:
edifice will have completed and dedicated

cies in co"nnecuun with the Elizabeth street

e 11th : just one week to-day since we
asked our Father to send us a token, and
with grateful hearts, we knelt and thanked
Him. Before the meetin: closed, a lady
came in to say her husband and some others
would send us by the first of May the sum

uired, $500. Oh, “trust in the Lord with
:Zluxthun,nnd n not on thine own
une ing,” for “He giveth power to
tl.llufaim, to them 9“ have no might,

e increaseth
1 simply make these statements, that all

was P services,
the preachers being Rev. Dr. Fyfe, of the Insti-
tute, Rev. u Battisby (Presbyterian), of Chat-
hcn;. ln:w . Dr. Davidson, Secretary of the
vention, i

m
i and kdﬁ during

ths various meetings connected wll)thl dedica-
The Chatham chapel is a hand.
ma brick building ln‘dm.Le Gothic style, which
organ, furni etc., is worth

some ll,u:o. TI;« main mmu-;vo- will
seat co.ufortably 1,000 persons, while the Sunday

School ments will accommodate 400 scho-
lars. The pastor is Rev. E. J. Stobo, formerly
of Brampton,

Miscellaneous.—The Barrie Baptist church
celebrated their first anniversary on the 220d of
February, ial. The an-
nual report showed an increase in the member-
ship of the church dndni‘::a first year of its
existence of 66 souls, of wi 30 were added by
baptism, 15 by letter and 21 by experience. The
amount of money raised by the church during the
year was $1,500. Barrie church are a live
people, with an earnest, eloquent and devoted
pastor : and God is blessing them.

MARITIME PROVINCES,

Baptisms reported during March : Aylesford,
er Kiver, 23; Billtown, 34 ; Bridg-
; Bridgetown, 2 ; Chi in, 20; Dighy,
24 ; Elgin, First, 7 ; Fairfield, 2; Lawrencetown,
1; Long Reach, §5; Lower y 8 ; Mabou, C.
B, 8; Moncton, 12 ; New Germany, 14 ; New
Glasgow, 3; Osborne, 2; Oak Bay, 14; Para-
dise, 24; Rossway, 8; Southampton,
(ieurge. St. John, Brussels St., 1; St.
garet's Bay, 9; Sussex, 4; Tyron, P. E. L, 10,

Ordination.—Bro. J. B. WooDLAND was
publicly set apart for the work of the gospel min-
istry at Cavendish, P, E. L., on the z!lg March,
and has settled as pastor of the church in that

, | place.

MANITOBA,
The Church in Winnipeg is enjoying a season

of revival, and converts have been bap-
tized,
JAMAICA.
The foll liarly in-

ing paragraph will be

teresting to those who know Mr. Philippo.
Nearly forty years ago, when we ( Christian Mes-
senger) knew him he was a fine ronly gentleman,
of nplyammly over ﬁfly;dvnn of age. He must
therefore now be upwards of eighty years old :—

From Jamaica comes the news of an interesting
baptismal service at Old Harbour Bay. On the
Sunday, after services held during the greater part
of the preceding night, and on the early moring
of the Sabbath, when an immense congregation
assembled, Rev. Mr. Philippo administered the
ordinance of baptism to twenty-seven persons in
the sea. According to the writer, the mass of
spectators of all classes which lined the shore for
a considerable distance, on foot, on horseback,
and in different vehicles, added to the numbers
that filled about thirty boats and droghers, which
nearly enclosed the pl of baptism, was beyond
calculation, Services follo: during the after
part of the day o overflowing tions, and
the day closed ltﬂl:idll mutual colllgmhh(iom of

ppers on the ausp ol
the occasion, and with expressions of pleasing an-
ici ity, and i for

of peace, prosp
ITALY.
Rome is now being visited by a party of Bap-
tists who have &oue under the special direction
of Mr. Cook, the great conductor of travelling
expected to be

Y P

1he'yut.

rties to the East. There were e: to
rom s romis 3
30 to 50 ministers and prominent brethren
The London Baptist of the 25th ult., contains a
highlyinleruﬁm:ﬂwfmmthnmnddl . It

;g
|
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. | able friends whom they

earnestl
d to the fullest and kind-
est consideration of all to whom he may pre-

now most
&4

~ | sent the cause of French Catholic Evangeli-
" | zation in Canada.

A. H. MUNRO,
President o the Grand Ligne Mission.
THEODORE, LAFLEUR,

Selections. P

. :lhi: doctor, they

sermon from a fext that we shall choose for

you.” “Agpoht time and place, gen-
tlemen, an lvillm’ih" “le(!::u is
sent, and the place is here, and that hollow
tree shall be your pulpit.” “That's a com-
pulsion, gen ; & man t to' have
time to consider what he is to preach.” They
insisted on a compliance, or they would use
him ill ; not minding any expostulations from
ac forced him into
hollow tree. The wu{duy gave him
for ‘his fext was MALT! from which he
ched. the following short, but eloq

Signor Jathier, the evangelist from Naples. The
conference lasted two days, beginning with a
prayer-meeting at half-past seven on Satmday
w{:’-\hinmv ing hours being so fully oecu-
pied that on Friday the brethren did not sepamate
until midnight, Matters connected with the fu-
ture conduct of the work in Ttaly were freely dis-

A SALLOR BOY'S LIGHT IN A
DARK PLACE.

Not & lady missionary of the New
York Port Society spoke to a mate on the subject
of the salvation. He was a hard, not to say
a hymb:; and remained l]}umlly“ u':xim-
pressed earnest aj . At length, how-
ever, he said to her, * I must confess that one
thing which occurred on a recent vo; made an
impression upon me. We were lying in the port
of Marseilles, where no vessel is allowed to have

X utions y
The chapel at the Monte, built for Si light at night,  One night when it was my
Grassi, chl::ll the | atigable ﬁ wclﬂnm vl.lki" ing the deck when I saw a faint
tions of Mr, ook, to the Gen- | light forward, which presently went out and in a
eral Baj Messrs, Wall Grassi are as by another.  Believi

one in their work,

The new chapel is externally a neat structure ;
not imposing, of course, in’ this city of great
but neither tawdry or pretent! It

—Christian Messenger, (Halifax).

‘WoMAN'S BAPTIST FORRION MIsSIONARY So-
c1eTy of Convention West. Received since the
beginning of March ¢

ErSKINE BUCHAN,

Yorkville, April gth 1878,

GRAND LIGNE MISSION.
To the friends of the Grand Ligne Mission:

ever one of 1ts most, appreciative And. v

umnb. t was followed oo
that something was on,
softly forwara, nmn nn‘x:‘ the top-gallant
forecastle 1 saw a quiet lad, one of the crew, with
a Testament on his knee (it was one gave
him, with your name written in it), 'k{:.vn fin-
g«mlhpqewkea the place, and a match
in the other hand, by the light of which he was
reading, while it lasted, and then striking .
““1 must confess,” he added in a softened man+
ver, "‘Mal touched me, and 1 did not disturb
him."
That tired and timid lad the Serij
in that narrow, tossing cl%mmm
would make a striking picture, wi would need
asa ion piece, to give it full effect, a view
of the brilliantly lighted parlour, where the dail
paper and the last mdmbeh‘dig‘lgwdy mcl.
the richly-bound Bible, with its heavy
only as a par-
Tour ornament.
—_—

DR. DODD'S SERMON ON “ MALT."

Preached to
B e 'M:L‘t-‘ﬂcfﬂmmm

The following sermon was made and

: fice for this

of

‘Sermon.
THE SERMON.

My brethren, let me crave your reverend
attention : I am a little jpan, come at a
short warning, to preach y.% ashort sermon,
to a thin congregation, in &, unworthy pul-
pit,  Brethren my text is malt: now I can-
not divide it into semfemces, because there
are none ; nor into werds, it being but one ;
nor into syllables, it being but one llﬁa;
therefore, fy must, and necessity will oblige
or rather force me to divide it into Zetfers,
which I find in my text to be four, M, AL
T. M, my belovzj, is moral, A allegorical,
L literal, and T theological. Moral, m
brethren, is well set forth to show and teac

ou drunkard: herefore, M
my masters, A all of you, L listen, T to my

lext.
A, the alldgorical,is when one thing is
spoken of and another meant; the thing
§) of is malt, the thing meant is the or/
of malt, or rather the spirit or s of the
malt, properly called sérong beer; which you,
gentiemen, make M your meat, A your ap-
4, L your liberty, and T your freasure.

ow the Ziteral is according to the letter, M
much, A ale, L little, T thirst., Now the
theological is according to the effects that it
worketh, which T find in my text to be of two
kinds : ém. in this; secondly, in.the world
to come. Now effects that 1 find it

der, in others A adultery, i
of flﬁe. and in Iy‘?f’ueuon Now, the
effects that I find it worketh in the world to
come, are M misery, A anguish, L lamenta-
& t&mem. Now,umy first use
a use jon: M my masters,
A all of you, L veoﬂ','l'dppli{g;o;

else M my masters, A all of Tool
e . lomud{o“llun suf-

for, T lanuP‘I;lo', X
ication.  Next onl,

way of caution, take this for an invizfal:ye

truth, that a & is the ce

-udr:fy; the disturber of civility; a

wealth; the destroyer of reason;

factor;

's agent; the ale house's
s s per-

; t; the cons
|\plexity; his wife's woe; bis children's ‘sor-




