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Any person who will -.ulm rih« for s paper
for 1903 will get it gratis f.om now until the
last of this year with the back numbers froms
Aug. last  We hope our subscribers who ase in
arreats for payment will remit to us soon, and
continue their subscriptions threngh nexi year,
We need all the help we can goi ta heop the
paper going. i
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By Francis L. Parron, 9, 8, '

The Supernatural Factar

TAOROUGHLY understand that in asking
men to read their Bible devoutly, and be
come familiar with its contents, they are
not expected to have a full-grown and

full-blown theory of plenary inspiration. I quite
readily understand that it would be a mistake to

deposit the safety of the Christian religion upon |

a theory or any theory of inspiration. It is safe
without the inspiration; of course it is just that
much safer with it. I understand that  When
we go nowadays and make the passage to
Europe, we are particular about having the ship
we sail in one of those built with several com
partments, yet 1 don’t think that we wonld like
to have the carpenter make a hole in the side of
the ship fo: the purpose of illustrating how the
the bulkheads work. Yet that is what a great
many people are doing.

* It doesn't make any difference,” they say,
“‘what your theory is; vou have got thisjeft."
So we have. Meanwhile we want all the margin
we can have  So men say to us:  “*We will yo
back to Christ,” and there is a great deal with
which I am in the fullest sympathy with régard
to the idea of enforcing as the lesson of today
the teachings of Jesus. DBut let me ask you this
question: Is it true that the value, that the
authoritative value of what Jesus says does not
depend upon the question who Jesus was? 1
think it does. And when you have (ezraded
Jesus 1o the place of a mere human being, how
ever exalted, you have robbcd what He says of
any exceptional authority. Men tell me today
that the Christianity of the nineteenth century,
and more particularly the Christianity «f the
twentieth ceutury, must be specifically ethical.
1 have no objection to that. ‘T'he Christianity of
the first century was ethical, and the Christianity
of all the nin:teen centuries has heen ethical, |1
venture the assertion that the fist cpistle of
Paul to the Corinthians has done more tor the
moralization of society than all the ethical trea-
tises of all the pagan writers put together: it has
always been ethical. But responsible for what I
say and speaking advisedly, I say that Christian-
ity must be more ethical, or it will not be even
ethical,

There are but two nositions, \We are at the
point where thie roads fork. 1t is mot a question
of more creed or less creed; it is not a question
of rev imng this or revising that. Let us not be
deceived by raising a false issue. The sharp
antithesis is before us, Christianity is either a
piece of information supemnlm-lly given with

t to a way of salvation, or else 1t is simply

r of a great cosmic process, explicable
temls of a mere naturalistic evolution, That is
your issue. If you take the latter view, then
there is nothing supernatural—no virgin birth,
no resurrection, no atonement, no sin, no need,of
atonement, 10 ho e for the fuluve—-uothmg dis-
tinctly in your Chri-mnlty worth keeping. If
you take the former view, then the evangelical
Christianity of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified,
stands in all its power, llld we may say luday
with as much assurance as the apostle said it:
*'1 am not ashamed of the gospel ot Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation."

Men think that when they have given up the
supernatural in the Christian religion they still

have a basis for honest ludeludfmngu
b.e The societies of ethical culture have
already coustituted

uted themselves the executors of
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und are already considering the question as o
Bow shey shall distribute among themreclyes she
estute,
ol a fidse philosophy that demies the
tural, they give up Christianity, they can't Lold
their morality, that the vartl iquake that pu'ls
down the ~tc<-plrnf the church will not leas e one
' stane mpon another of the hall of ethical cub vs-,
You think that you have your Ten Commani-
! me uts whether you have your Christianity or
not, and that the old record *Thou shalt wot
steal,” “Thou shakt not k'L, “Thou shalt not
commit adoltery,” is still in force. By whose
anthotity in force? By whom ? By the author-
ity of the philos: phy that speaks to us today,
and that tells us in the terms of its leading
representatives that the only reason why he
| should not lie and steal and commit adultery and
do other forbidden things is, that if we did it
| and others followed our example, it wonld not he
more than two or three millions of years before
society would go to pieces, Is that sanctioned ?
Is that going to inflrence any man to resist the
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eye and the
pride of life?  Human nature being what it is
and as you know it to be, you need all the re-
| straining motive of law and sanction and intui-
tional morality and supernatural rchu n and
| law of God and, *“Thus saith Jehovah," 1o keep
men back from sin and to hold them straight,

I am a little tired  f hearing men tell us that a
crisis in religion is coming. 1 heard a philus
opher say the other day that philosophers were
not duing very much, and that the theologians
were doing less; that there was a great need of
the philasophers doiug some consiructive work in
| order that the theologians might go on, He
| said that the philosophers bave struck work, and
| therefore the theslogians can’t build, and that we

are waiting for some great architectural genins
| 10 put the two and two together and bring order
| out of chaos, in order that we may rehahiliiate
ourselves. I tell you that crisis is bere. I tell
-you that dislocation of philo-ophy and religion
ras already come. You may try to put your
pinlosophy in one pocket and your religion in the
other and think that, since they are separate,
they will not interfere.  But that will not work.
| You may try as phulosoplers ot the lux mundi
school are trying, to accept all the results of the
higher eriticism, and yet at the same time hold
| on to the traditional doctrine of an unbroken
historical testimony.  And that will not work.
You may try as the Ritschlians are trying to let
philosophy go and build sitmply on sympathy and
mysticism.  And that will not work.

You may thisk that religion is a sort of illogi-
cal thing and you can't reduce it to logic, but
that is exactly what Tertullian said so lung ago,
—Credo quia impossille est ' You have to
bring your theory of the universe and your
theory of religion together, and this is the work
of this age, this great synthesis of literary
criticism and history and philosophy; and it is
because we boueve that Christianity came down
from heaven, from God, God's blessed gift to
man for man’s salvation, that we are optinistic
to the last degree. I believe that sooner or later,
if it come ouly through the simple doctrine of the
soul's immortality and our inherent belief in it,
that men will assert their birthright, claim their
kinship wtth God, if in their hearts’ depths their
unreadiness to see Him, and mect with Him,
cries out from those depths tor some way of
being justified with Him, and rests not until it is
found in the gospel way. There are but two
alternatives. It's back, back to atouing blood,
or its on to despair.

’ﬂli- moribund religion as they suppose it to ha,
3 \\.1\ Tide
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Learnec and Lived.

Religion may be learned on Sunday, but it is
lived in the week-day's work. The torch of
religion may be lit in the church, but it does its
burning in the shop and on the street.  Religion
secks its life in jprayer, but it lives its life in
deeds. It is planted in the closet, but it does its

h out in the world. It plumen itself for
ight in songs of pnne, but its actual flights are
o the works of lof
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1 tell them ahat when under tihe nfluence |
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1t resalees and meditates on faithfulness, and
it teads its Caristian lesson i the mek of Truth;
1! faithiul s as faithful does It puts its

tat
awrmor onan afll combats forthe n"ln the noble,
md the good in all the activities of practical
Xistence and s battle-groun is the whole
wroad feld ol bies—fdn Dougherty,

My Mo her's Prayers.
Ouce, savs a writer, l sulhuly opeted the

[ dow u' my nHther's room and saw her on her
| kno

S —

| s Deside her ehair, and heard her speak my
[ mae in pravec. }oquickly and quietly with-
drew with a feeling of awe and reverence in my
| heart. Soon | went away from home to school,

then ¢o college, then to life's sterner duties.
Bat 1 never that one glimpse of my
mother at praver. nor ths one w.ml—,ny own
name—which § heard her utter.  'Vell did 1
know that what { had seenthat day was but a
glimpse of what was going on every day in that
sacred closet of prayer, and the consciousness
strengthened me a thousand times in duty, in
danger, and in strugzle. When death came at
last |ml sealed those lips, the sorest sense of loss
I felt was the knowledge that no more would my
wother be praying for me.

torgot

. - The Lack of the Age.

The gréat lack of llm age is spiritual vision,
It is the absence of ideals. It is the loss of
reverence.  And yet it is better to be a peasant
and reverence a  king than to be a king and
reverence nothing!  All that has been won out
of the evolution of the race from the slime of the
ocean is the power to ok up into the sky and
down into the deeps and aronnd on humau life
with reverence!  When that is lost, ail is lost,
This is the great gift of the ages—one to another,
It is the lighted torch, that (like the messenger
of antiquity) each genera.ion, spent with effort,
has handed to the next.  Will you extit gmsh
1t 2 Shall it be darkened in your hands?  When
you pass it to the boys and girls who come after
you will vou give them a charred coal for a
burning flume >—Rev. Frederic Goss, in the
Evangelist,

Wh) Lolds the Reins?

It is related that Mr. Henry Drummond was
on one occasion asked to use his influence with a
man who hal become addicted to the nse of
strong drink.  The habit had g.ined a firm hold.
Mr. Druminond began the interview by asking
him:

“'Suppose your horses ran away, and you lost
control of them, and they turned g steep hill,

twhat wonld vou do?"”’

The man replicd that he could do nothing in
such a case.

““But, suppose,” added Mr. Drummond,
“some one sat by your side who was stronger
than you, what would you do?"

I he Jman at once said: ‘I would give him the

| l‘m\ gave Mr. Drummond the upporlmnty he
songht.  He was quick to seize it He pointed
out to the man the peril in which his life stood
because appetite and passion had gaived the
| mastery, and, reminding him of the nearness and
lielpful power of Christ, urged him to put the
reins in Christ's hand.

There is no surer way in which a man who is
being borne y to destruction by ungoverned
| pission can recover the mastery of himself than
| by entrusting the rulership of his life to Christ,

Give Christ the reins,

The function of true religion is to develop
human capacity; to iead men to realize what
their privileges are and to embrace thcm to
make them strong and wise and happy. T!
idea of religion as a disagreeable medicine for a
disense that can not be cured without theirtaking
it siwould everywhere be superseded the

by
thought of religion as a call to a better, truer and
Nagpiar ife s
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The Coeming of Carol ne.

BY MARY E. Q.

Ceporight, 1902, by Avmsrican Tract Socicly.

CHAPTER VL

HERE Bad been a tinte, when, if an‘anwel
Bad passed  up and down Stubls!
Estension and  looted with clear,
penetrating eyes into the hearts of the

dwellers on that thoroughiare, he wonld doulit-

Tess have seen some that were weak and silly,

some weak and wicked, others, it is to be hoped,

kind and forgiving, but possibly he would fuve
found none Iarder not more mdifferent to the
welfare of those aronnd bey than Mrs. Rossman

But the coming of Caroline had vhangad
many things!  The innocent, childish eves hoad

.

v

pierced to the very soul; the toi b oof the ditthe |

hands had unlocked the floodgates and a stream,
warm and gentle, had gradually begun te spread
its healing beneficence over the womiaw's w Liole
being, and, through the benign influence of the
Holv Spirit, was germinating seeds long donmant
the sceds of kindly interest in others, of charity,
good will, and helpfulress, Tre plances that
were drected toward Mrs Soltshy's and Miss
Spooler's were Jess fraught with contempt, w Jien
Mrs. Rossman came face to face with
dames. there was gracious and gentle contesy
instead of coldly averted looks, and she began to
find beauty hitherto ansuspocted, i the Tives
about her,

“Poor Miss Spooler! she is working  her
fingurs to the hone and blinding her eves, sewing
until late m the night, in order to give support
and comtort to her bedridden mother,  And that
Mrs, Saltshy, she's not so had, after all, poor
thing! They say shie had ta go ont to work

when she was only a Jittle thing not ton veors |

old!  She never had a chance to go to school, or
1o learn anything, so it's yo wonder that in her
ignorance she enjors hit of gossip. But she
wems so pood and tespectful to her hushand's
father, who ast be a great trial o her, for he
is only an i le drunkard,
after night with her sister-in-law, whe is dying
of consumyption '

Gentle consideration begets gentle considera-
tion, and  Mrs
undergoing a change,

CThat Mrs Rossman do be more neighborly
She nsed to pass e by as

than I thought he!

if 1 wasn't more tham & pump or a street lamp
post—and me, that has a hushand what  gits
forty-foive doflars & monta as exprissman -yis,
an exprissnan i one of ouldest consarns in the
counthry, for doesn’'t it sav sa on ali thim red
labels, shure 2 It's mesilf that can howld as
high a head as anybody on Stubbs' Extinsion!
But now, Mrs. Rossman passes the toime of day
as well as the nixt one.  And it was only tast
Friday that she was se obligin® as sind over
the nicest recate for petaty salad that yvez ever
loid eyes on or the mouth of yez ever tasted!
Well, it's the comin’ of that little fa ry, Caroline,
that's been kind of warrumin® to her, I do he
a-thinkin''"’

Now, this being the comfortable and amicable
state of affairs between herself and the neighbors,
it was not surprising that when an event of dire
importance took place in the home of the spouse
of the “exprissman,” that she took the liberty of
appealing for help to Mrs. Rossman, whom she

PO TR — s S bt L

Cents a Yeay |

tuse |

Then, sheis up night |

Saltshy's opinion was likewise '
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felt instinctively to be a person of superior
imtelligence,
CMammy! O, mammy!" Caroline ran in
teacfully  one  afternoon, SMrs, Saltshe's
! Tommy has upset the teakettle over the hoby
" And can von eome over tight away, shie sags!™
I Mis, Rossman promply laid down her pan!
C8he was writing another little store, and plot
Fand characters were ust at a most exviing
juncture, <o that she had an anthor’s reluctance
Lto leave them = but, thea! a poor scalded baby!
CDid wot that appeal to ber far more than any
peneand fuk indwidoal 2
. Sa she harricd out of the hack deor and across
| the yard, Caroline close at hier heels,
Ak was to be expectad, of course, they found
i the Saltshy honscliold i an wproar, - Mis. Salts-
by, with the strides of an dnfuristed Amacon,
i was walking up and down the Kitchon floor,
{ ealling on all 1he saints in the calendar, with the
Pabiricking baby clasped tightly in her aris,
! pegardless of the fact that its little body was still
clothat in the steaniing garments, A eircle of
s open wouthed ehildien were snultling sympathie-
Ctically. and, atove o, dodging bete and there,
ke little Toats Burrsing to gt ot of the way,
Das their awther, like a stately battleship, sailed
past them,  Tammy, the enlprit, with salty
toars, miaking piky-white channels down s
Chegrimed checks, had crawled in sitent misery
under the £ ble and was g ving nesvous pulls at
the fringe of the trkey-red spread, thesehy ine
vitivg a disastrons avatanche of gilt edged enps
and  saucers—-his  wother's pride,  premiums
Cdovated by am enterprisimg tea agent.
i Inte this scene of confusion, Mrs, Rosstman
came, bringing the guicting influence of areas
suting, hlpful presence, She took the baly
from it distracted wother's arms; she carefnily
L removed the tiot, wet garments, entting off the
faded, tattercd sleeve i order to spore the

Blistered arm more pain; then a soothing lotion |

was put on, with a soft, cooling linen ¢loth she
 had brouaht from home, and by the time the
“doctor artived--the “esprissman’’ having gone

+ for him post laste as soon as the mishap oecurred

| —the Saltshy household  had nearly uieted

tdown to its normal condition, and the Iuckless !

Tommy had ventured 1o emerge from his turke, -
i red retreat,

Then Mre, Rossman, somewhat hedabbled
with olive oil aad limewater, with a strong scent
of carvolic acid lingering around her  apromn,

{started homewars!, accompanied by a volley of

grateful ejacnlations from the relieved mother
nd a terse compliment from the attending phy
i,

Clrs nothing giest that T have done, im
Carre,”t Mis, Rossman said o heiself, ' No it
of beroism to make a fuss over! nt iy aftes
noon for writing i spoiled-—that's my only
yegret--and I suppase it will be hard 1o niake up
the thread of myv story,  And dear wie, how
mussed and greass 1 oam! But, sanchow, | do
feel so happsy about helping that poor baby!
Mow I pitied it as it writhed i pain with that
ugly sca'd on its dear, fat fittle arms!  No
¢ wonder that Caroline s sympathy was so aroused
. that she, too, began to cry. T was wise to send
her home,  1.do hope—why—!"" in sudden sur-
| prise as she nearcd her house = with whom is
she talking?  Whao can be here?”

As she stood in the entry way, listening to a
strange, but very musical, m sculine v
ming' 7 with Caroline’s sweet voice, childish
treble—the sitting room door was flung  open
widely, and Caroline herself appearcd, her face
" still stained with sympathetic tears because ot

the scalded Saltshy, but her eyes joyous with
" prond satisfaction over something very d flerent

“Oh mammy! Come right in! - We've been
“waiting for you so long! Is the baby better ?
I would have come over, but you told me to stay
here: T have been doing my best 1o entertain
" Mr. Leonard, so le wouldn't go before you
came  This Mr. Leonard, mammy, the
 minister, you know."'

. Mrs. Rossman never forgot that one awful
moment!  There she stood, hair dishevelled,
ne « ribbon awry from the poor bahy's frant'e

¢ utches; her faded, blue apron as wet as a

washer-woman’s, its hid greasy with oil and
smelling like a dentist's office.  Before her stood
| the pastor of St. John's—dignified, ministerial,

I
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it bis broadcloth and spotfess tinen! A hands
some man, withal, barely siiddle-aged, with
hasd eves, having a decidedly merry twinkle in
them under the broad, white, scholarly brow; a
month strong, vet tenders a chin massive and
fiem with chavacter-—and over all the subtle
avistocracy of birth, the stamp of wealth aud
culture,

cOh, why did he come here?  What possessed
him! Mow like a fright 1 must look!” these
questions and exelamations were tumbling over
each other in poor Mrs, Rossman's brain as she
felt 1he awtul tlood of shame and chagrin over-
whelm her,

11 she had only known that to the minister she
didd not fook fike a fright at all?

Her delicate facs was flushed from excitement,
"l it also wore the temder pity of trne woman-
! hood stirred at the sight of a little child’s woe,
| The bricht chestnat haieentled i soft confusion
! over the white forchead; the dark eyes had shy,

all appealing wlances m them; the sensitive lips
§ were guivering like a frightened «hild's,  But
i pride aud casly good breeding came to Mrs,
i Rossman's vescue,  She was a lady, in spite of
the soiled apron. She bowed with graceful ease.

To be Comtinued,
Che Sunday School.
*" Ocvants o6

Cethua and Ca
Joshua 14: 5-18.

Goroex Texr,  He wholly followed the
the Lotd,  Joshna 1y 04,

After the 1all of Jericho eanme the defeat at Ad,
This was at first inexplicable, but, finally it was
found that Achan had sinned by appropriating
! g0 liis own nse some of the treasures which had
heen devoted to the Lord's treasury  After the
stern punishment of Achan and his family,
SHCCUSS onee morg l"l)\\l'l'(' the arms Hf th‘
U srachites, and after six or seven years of cone
{tlict enough of Canaan had been conquered to
i warrant a division of the territory, in accordance
l with the directions which Moses had given tothe
| people in anticipation of this event.

ivistony oF Tk Promisen LAxp,

Fhe division of Canaan made by Moses gave
to the tribes of Renben and Gad and the half
tribe of Manasseh the land lyimg east of the
fordan river and the Dead sea The land on
th+ weat side was divided between the remaining
nine tribes and a half.  Among these latter was
| the tribe of Judah, and to this tribe Caleb be-
{ Tonged  The general plan of distribution was
Ly dot, but in the case of Caleb this method was
departed from,

Carin's REQURST, ,

When Joshuaand Caleb had explored the land
tof Canaan as spies. Caleb had visited Hebron
i seen its great fruitfulness.  Now he comes
before Joshua and asks that this territory may be
his.  His words indicate that it is yet in the
hands of the Anakim, but they show an absolute
“confidence that he wonld be able to dispossess
them, by the help of the Lord.  His request is
an indication of the character of this doughty
Cold warrior.  Though he was now cighty-five
years of age, he longed for the opportunity of
further arduons service, and his spirit and
courage are as resolute as in his eatlier years.
Caleb had no sooner made his request than it
was granted.  Moreover, Joshua pronounced a
blessing upon this indomitable warrior, whose
spirit was so akin to his own.  And the sequel
shows us that the blessing of God himself fol
lowed Caleb in the choice which he had made,

Tur History or HEBRON.

Hebron is one of the most ancient cities in the
world, a brief sketch of its history is appro-
priate in connection with this lesson.

We read in numbers 13: 22 that Hebron was
built seven years before Zoan (Tanis), the
capital of lower Egypt. *‘It was anciently called
Kirjath-arba and Mamre, and was a favorite

‘ residence of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and
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Jucob. After Caleb had conquered it from the
Canaanites, it was assigned to the priests, and
made a Levitical city of refuge. It was Duvid's
seat of government during the seven yearsth t
he reigned over Judal only, Here Aboslom
rased the standard of revolt, 'The «ity was
fortified by Rehoboam, and reocenpied attor the
Captivity, It was recovered fiom Elom by
Judas Maceabieus, burned by the Rowans A, 1,
69; taken by the Mohammedans in the s-venth
century, and by the Crosaders e v in the
twelfth; it was the scat of a hishopric v} 1137,
when it again fell irto Moslem hoads, und has
80 remained i) the present day,

Farrurvnsess Asp 113 Riwaxn

The wiost important teaching which com-s
fromi the story of Caleb and Joshua is the familiar
but vital lesson of constant faithfulness and its
rich reward.

Let us notice the natuwre of the reward which

trae faithfulness seeks for itself It does not ask
for ease and leisure. hut simply that it way have
the opportunity of still further toil,
. 8o in the Christian life the reward of faithfal
service for the Master 1s not found in a cessation
of labor, but rather in the opening of new doors
of larger opportunity,

The greatest joy in life is found #n faithinl
Jiving, day by day, and the richest reward, hoth
here and hercafter, s the reward which the
Master himsell has promised fo those who cudure
faithiul to the end.

NoveMner 2.
Cities O Refuge.
Josh, 20:1-9.
BeTwieN THR LEssons,

The assignment of Hebron to Caleh as his
fnheritance was followed by the selection of ter.
titory for Judah (chap. 7). The remainder of
the undivided territory west of the Jordan was
carefully examined and described by twentyv one
men, three fiom each tribe, and was broken into
seven portions.

GotpeN Tex?T.  God is our refuge and
strength, a very present belp i trouble.~~Ps,
460 1.

Histortcan SerTi ¢

Time.—About 1228 a <., probably in the
same year that Caleb chose Hebron for his in-
heritance.

Place —The transaction probably took place
at the door of the tent of meeting in Shiloh, |

where the lots had been cast for the tribal sec-
tions of territory.

O~ g Lesson Texr,

1. Order to Appoint Cities of Refuger  Ver
1, 2 References to the appointment of such
cities had been already made (Exod. 21:13;
Num 25: 6, g-15; Deut. 19: 2, g), including also
the purpose for which they should be selected.
Jehovah's order now is given to Israel throngh
Joshua. and s said to be a 1epetition of another
order already given them by Moses,

11, Purpose of the Cities of Refuge. Ver.
36 The purpose of the cities noy to be chosen
is to provide an asylum or shelter tor the person
who accidentally or by mistake kills another
(comp. Num 3s:11, 15; Duet. 4:42: 19:4),
your refuge from the avenger of blood; the
Greek Bible adds to this verse: ‘“‘and the mur-
derer shall not be put to d ath until he shall
stand before the council for judgment.  Ver. 4-6
(not in the Greek Bible) expand this
thought. When the fugitive from the avenger
of blood—one of the kinsfolk of the slain man—
shall reach the gate of the city and make a satis-
factory explanation (comp Deut. 19: 4-6), afd
shall stand the trial and be acquitted, he shall be

iven a place in the city to dwell  But if one he
fc;uud guilty of intentional killing, he shall be
turned over by the elders to the avenger of blood
(Deut. 19:12), to be slain by him. If the
avenger of vlood come to the gate of the city, the
unintentional slayer shall not be handed over to
to him (Deut. 19:6), because the slaying was
accidental (Duet. 19: 4, 6; 4: 42), and he is nou}
murderer. The manslayer, as already poi

trial, resulting in acquittal as the official begin.
ning of his sojourn. and tle death of the high.
priest, when he shall be allowed tegally to re-
Witk te his home (N, 38012, 25),

tin, Location of the Citics of Refuge.  Ver,
7-9. they appeinted:  Hebrew reads, “sine
tified,* that s, “'set apant’” for this special,

judicial purpa e They selected cities which
were gromted the Levites, and they were ap-
parently all sacred cities, or cities with =ome
rehigions significance, (1) Kedesh ¢ “holy'’)
wis naned for the mast northern city west of the
Jordan (comp Josh. v2: 233, a royal city of im-
portance,a Levitical ity (Josh. 212 325, and in
Iater time known as Kedesh-Naphtale ( Judg.
400 42 Shechem was located between Ebal
and Gerizim in the Lillcountry of Ephra'm
1 Here s the first recorded stop of Abraham when
i he came from Haran, where Jehovah appeaed to
¢ hint with a yromise, and where Abraham built
tan altar (Gen. 1216, 71 To this place Jacoh
came ou his return trip from Laban (Gen, 33
'8, 14).  Here Joshua had read the 1aw to Israel
after the conquering of Ai (Josh, 8: 30-15). The
two . omts, Ebal and Gerizim, could be seen a
great way off. ¢3) Kirjath-arba (Hdbron ). the
highest point in southern Palestine. 3t was one
of the old cities of the land ( Nunt 13:22), the
death place of Saral (Gen, 230 2¥, the choice of
Caleb for an inheritatice (Josh. 13: 13, 14), and
i Later times the first center of David's kingdom
(2 5am. 20131 440 Bezer in the wildern ss, in

aty of refuge east of the Jordaw. It was
assigned the Levites (Josh 212 36), and existed
down to the times of Ahab, as it is mentioned on
the Moabite stone (line 273, Jt is thought to he
th: same as the Bozrah of Jerem'ah (48: 24).
£5) Ramoth in Gilcad out of the tribe of Gad:
assigned to the Levites (2¢: 28), and one of the
high and prominent points among the highlands
of Gad

[ day (1 Kings 22: 3, 4. 29. (0)  Golan in

Bashan: must have been a fortified city, for it
‘ ad its suburbs were assigned to the Gershonites
i (Josh. 21:27); it is not yet identifi.d
| cities were conveniently located for the Israelites
and for the stranger who should dwell among
them, in case of unintentional slaying, to flee to,
iand be protected from the avenger of blood
whose duty it was always to kill the slayer of
i one of his family or kinsfolk. Here the man-
+ slaver would be safe until his sentence should be
 pronounced by the assembly, after which the
sentence was carried out,

.
BrLoon REVENGE.

t. Indiscriminate. Revenge is the most sav-
age of human passions.  One of the horrors of
| primitive society was the lightness with which
human life was regarded.  For a small offense a
man slew Lis encmy or offender, if he so chose
Then a kinsman slew the slayer, often the event
terminating in tribal warfare where hundreds
were killed.

2. Cutbed.  The appointment of cities of
refuge was an attempt to curb this deadly passion
| for blood.  The unintcntional and accidental
slayer of a man, formerly almost always slain,
was now provided with an asylum from the
sword of his avenger-of-blood. A formal trial
established his innocence and he was provided a
place to live, deprived of his family and former
friends—a punishment in itself.

3. Regulated
of courts of justice was accomplished, the slayer
was allowed hoth to prove his innocence and,
upon acquittal, to go scot-free, under the protec-

the city of refuge returned outside of the city

high priest.

4. Avenged. The courts of justice, the gov-
ernment in all civilize | countries, has now taken
blood revenge out of the hands of private indi-
viduals, It is administered now under the term,
“‘capital punishment.’" It is not dome in the
spirit of revenge, but as a punishment for the

out, shall remain in the city until he shall

taking of human life,

the tableland of Reuben, was the sonthermost .

It is prohably the place of which & 1 ship of Jehovah from the time that the patriarch
strong military headquarters wus made in Ahab's Lleft Ur of the Chaldees down to the present

These | away the gods, an implication that Israel was

i they built an altar,

NoveMEBER 9.
Joshua's Patting Advice.
Josh. 24: 14-25.

Goupex Texr, Chooss you this day whom
you will serve.~Josh, 24: 15,

BEYWEEN Tun Lyssoxs,

The sclection of the cities of refuge is followed
by the assignment of forty-cight cities, including
the six cities of refuge, in all parts of the land to
the Levites (chap 245 The conguest and par-
tition of the land west of the Jordan releases the
two and one-half tribes from the oath given at
the time that Moses assigned them territory east
of the Jordan (Num. 32:17-23), and they peace-
fully and joyfully turn their faces eastward.
When they reached the Jordan on their return
The western tribes, suspect-
ing their motive, assembled to make war against
them.  But the returning warriors justify their
action, and the *wo divisions part in peace
(chap. 22}, Joshua begins his farewell address
in chap. 23, and It continues almost through the
next chapter,

HisYoRICAL SETTING,

Time.~The first partition of land occurred
seven vears after crossing the Jordan (Joshua's
parting address was delivered several years after
that event.

Place. ~-At Shechem (23: 1), where the tribes
gathered, dand to their elders, heads, and judges
he gave his parting speech,

Ox e Lesson Text,

I. Joshua Calls on Israel to Serve Jehovah.
Ver. 3. 15 “I'he old leader of Israel's host has

| just delivered to the heads of the tribes and the

people a masterly outiine of the gracious leader-

After all this, Joshua says, fear the Lord, and

+ s rve him in sincerity and in truth; all the past

proves his kindness and favor; therefore put

now worshiping idols, and the same idols that
were served by their ancestors beyond the Eu-
phrates River and in Egypt. (Comp. Gen. 31:
30 32; Lev. 17:7; Ezek, 20:15.) Joshua will
not compel the people to serve Jehovah but by

. their own free-will; a‘ter looking back over the
' past (comp Exod. 19:4-6), if they cannot serve

their own God, they must name the god whom
they can worship, whether a god of Babylonia
(ver. 2), or of the Amorites (ver. 8, 12), where
they now dwell.  But  before they decide the
matter, Joshua makes plain his own decision.

I1. Isracl's Resolution to Serve Jehovah.
Ver. 16-18,  Joshua's exhortation and his last
resolution had the desired result, for of their own

+ free-will they also decided to serve Jehovah.

1 hey gave as their reasons that hs had brought
them up out of the land of Egypt (comp. Gen.

' 50: 24 also Num. 21: 5), did great wonders and

| Thercfore,” for all tl

| serve Jel vah; for he is our God."

and preserved them in all their dangerous jour-
neys, and finally, as the one and greatest of all
good things, he had driven out the nations be-
fore them. that they might have a land of their
own.  (Comp. Deut. 6: 22-25; 7: 19-23; 29: 2.9.)

abe reasons added to
the weight of Joshua's decision, “‘we also will
The only

| sane conclusion to which any reasonable people

walls at the risk of his life, until the death of the |

» | could ¢ nme.
As soon as the establishment |

ITL. Joshua's Challenge and Israel's Reply.
Ver. 19 21, Ye cannot serve the Lord. “You
are not able to serve Jehovah' without wholly
giving up other gods, which ye have not yet

2 & / | resolved to do (ver. 14), for he is a holy God.
tion of the law; while the enforced resident of | 4 a4 4 L4454

Here it means an unapproachably exalted one,
who k iows how to preserve his dignity. (Comp.,
Exod. 15: 11); he is consequently a jealous God

| (Exod. 20:5), and will not forgive the openly

and wilfully rzbellious.  (Comp. Exod. 23: 21.)
If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods,
Lie will not only not forgive, but will turn about
and harm and consume you, after all the good
he has done you, for which you should faithfully
serve him. The thought of ver. 19 seems to be
this: you cannot serve Jehovah and strange gods
at one and the same time (comp, ver. 23), for he
is a holy God, etc. The reply of the people in




N
i

ver. 21 also allows us to infer that ver. 1u has
the meaning indicated above.  They resent sich
a statement as Joshua makes and reatlims their

rpose,

IV. Joshna's Fimal Injunction and Israel's
Decision.  Ver. 22: 24 Joshua, having now
heard the people of their own frecwill assert
what they would do, tells them that they thom-
sebves have decided to serve Jehovah, and the
people, on their part, say that thev thoroughly
understand the contract and stand by it. - Here
is another sledge-hamuier stroke from Joshia, in
which he tells them to put away the fon ien wods

still found antong them, for these will cen un!:\' :

be the tnin of them,  They must incline thed

Bearts to Jehovah and give him their entire love :

aud fidelity.  Now. for the third time (ver. X,
211, they affirm that they will serve Jeaovah,
adding, and his voice will we olwy.

Religious News.

Mis. Harry Wilson and the
Baptists of this place pre-
sented the pulpit of the
Baptist church with an ele-
gant Bible, also a beantiful hanging lamp to light
the choir and pulpit.  Also a lovely red felt
scarf to cover the pulpit, and on the scarf will be
painted a green arch and underneath the arch an
open Bible with these words:  “Sir, we wonld
sce Jesus.' . This motto is the world's text.
These help to make our church look very nice
indeed. Baptism at the close of next Sabbath's
servize at this church,  To the Father of eternal
light and hie belong all honor and glory and

OAx Bav,
Cuax. Co.

praise,
H. D. WokDEN.
1 thought it would le wie
Bexcuwoon, to drop a line for the por-
Cag. Co. e of informing my bretl -

ven and friends of wmy move-
ments. [ kit Tobique on the 15th ult and am
now settled in this place, Having completed twe
years and six months on the Tobique field, 1
thought it wise to withdraw at this time.  The
cause is in & fair state at present, especially at
Plaster Rock.  This village is growing, and we
have preaching services every Lord’s day even-
fng.  The brethren are very anxious to have a
man of God go to them. They are making
arrangements to give their pastor a stated salary.
This is a move in the right direction,  As Plaster
Rock is growing, and our chief centre on
Tobique, we trust a man will at once take up the
work there
C. W, Vincent, Esq., Maple View, and the
senior deacon is H. Ridgewell, Esq . Plaster
Rock, Victoria County. ©intend (D. V) work-

ing for a while among the weak and pastorless

chorches, giving them what assistance Ican. 1
wonld not wish to close without thanking my
friends at Plaster Rock. Foster Cove and Long
Island for their kindness in helping me in a
tangible way before leaving. 1 must also thank
F. H. Hale, Esq., M. P, for his kindness not
only to me but to the cause in general. May
the Lord bless the work in the land is our prayer.
C. 8

¥ wish to acknowledge throngh
87, Axparws, the Mesenger and Visitor the
receipt  of $20 by registered
Tetter on the Sth inst, from some unknown friend,
caffectionately presented to the Baptist clurch

in St. Andrews, to be used in the Lord's work as
the members ladies and treasurer think best.”

We have not the remotest idea who the donor is,

but in behalf of the church I would sayv, we .

appreciate and sincerely thank the giver for the
very generous gift.  Would also return our
thanks to Bro. C. W. Manzer of Fredericton for
his thov tful and substantial aid to the church,
received irom time to time. —M. & ¥
Gro. F. Hispagrp,

Treas, St. Andrew’s Baptist church.
We have just completed a
series of meetings at Maple-
ton, and had the joy of re-
ceiving five converts into the church by baptism.

Erain, N, B,

T'his number added to a small group of Chris- ]

The clerk of the branch church is |

. THE HOME MISSION JOURNAL.

tians greatly enlarces the force of workers,  The
wpirital aplifting ohtained be the faithfo! is not
the feast for which we rojoice,  Others are
1 expected to come torward for several are seeking
FJesus At Goshen our donse s andergoing

entonsive vepairs, and we expect to oped i Lo |

weeks with hills all paid  Recently the good
people at Elgin gave us a liheral donation of
s, Our fianees oider the free will offer-
itz system ace Sl ina goad condition.

H. L Savspres,

Sunday School Convention,

The Fastern New Bronswick Raptist Suuday
" School Convention met with the friends at Salise
“bury o Wednesday, O, 1st,  Althongh the
weather was not all that eonld be desired the two
¢ sessions were more interesting and erowded with
i more helpful influences  than even  its most
" sanguine friends had daved hope for.  These
meetings proved bevond guestion that Sunday
School work 1w this section of the conmry at
least is recogmized as of great importance,
Thete wan 2 good yepresentation from the
. schools, and the pastors were in evidence, in fact
your correspondent never saw somanv at a ke
gathering hefore, To say that Fres. J0 1. Wal-
Jace of Moncton was it the ehair is to know that
vatlway time would be followed, ana the exc -
lent programme was just as excellemly carried
cout, The pastor of the ehureh, H. V. Davies,
gave the delegates a warm reception and the
friends entertained them rovally,
i The value of home department work was ably
Cpresented by Revo LB Ganong of Hillsbora,
1 He spoke from personal knowledge, having heen
v eonnected with a school in New Vork which be-
 hieved in everything tending toward the better
went of the schools.  His address was fcllowed
by some remarks by Kev, F. Fleteher of Harvey
and others,
. championed by Rev, P Huotehinson of Monet s,
The practical work in the Sunday School is
targely done by the teachers and superintendents,
- Those who had the making of the programime
Cevidently kept that in view for there were re
sponses from a halt dozen teachers and nearly
. twice as many superintendents,  They spoke of
their peculiar difficulties and joys as well, and it
was very helpful to listen to snch men as Rev
! ddison and Rev. N
bow we might everoome, and do work por the
glory of God.

One of the most fustructive exercises was Dr,
Rrown's cormal lesson on ' The Old Testament,”
With such a large class of workers tefore him be
made the scveral divisions of his subjcet  very
intcresting and profitable as well .

Mrs. L. R. Hetherington unfolded the Cradle

the many questions which hey address had
occastoned.

To the Convention all these things were of
unusual sigrificance, hut to the teachers especial
fy did Rev . H. Thomas appeal in the teaching
s of noxt Sunday's lessou. Those who were in
his very large class will not soon forget his
grand y of teaching. Tt remained for Rev. E
McLatchy of  Sackville to present the final
address dealing with the schco''s obl gation to-
ward the poor in its constitnency.  Practical
Christ-like duty demands that we look after the
people v ho cannot attend the schools through
poverly.
around to see if he cannot help some poor bother
in some way.

In the afternoon session considerable husiness
was done.  Not the least important was the ap-
' pointment of a strong committee to couf r with

other Baptist S, S. Conventions or Associations
in the Province looking toward an amalgation of
all our forces, a plan which has the hearty ap
proval of a vast majority of our best workers,

The subjeet of temp rance was |

A McNeil, as they told |

LB Nobles,

'
i
i

monrn their 'oss,

“

Roll plan to a delighted andience, and answered | !

Let every officer in every school cast |

It was also decided to open a normal lesson |

 department under the care of Dr. Brown of
! Havelock, a home department with Rev. J. B.
. Ganong of Hillsboro as leader, and a cradle roll
conducted by Mrs. L. R. Hethering of Hopewell
Cape. These three will be pleased to hear of any
schools desiring to organize along cither of there
lines.
Hopewell Cape, Oct. 4.

J
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Parstrs King <At the Free Baotist Parsonage,
Vootoriy sreet, on Sept. 1uth, by Rev, David Long,

istee, o Hampstead, Queens Co, 1o Mary
of Grevuwicly, Kings Q)

Spueson-4E0E N« At the passonnge, Sussex, hy Hev,
N 200h, I obe upson and Ao
linson, Quens ta,

Steen, both ot

Bopts<on Ry ACthe prisonnge, Spssex, Sept,
170, by Hew, B Nobles, Williao th Biobioson and
Notue £, Riley, bath of sgaes,

RNov-£'riims- On b, m che Free
Baretist Pmrsonngs, by L avid Bong, Hiram Koox
o Juita Cullion bhoth of Chipman, Queens Co,

Uriay Forry - At the Free Baptist Pavsonage, on
Sept. 2ath, by Rew, David Lotg, Clhinelos B Uphaom, of
Penobsquin o Jesuw B Faley, of Corn 1 Kings
o,

Frame Deases - At Bonton, York €o, Sept, 200
the Rev. hia, B Flewelling, rector of Canterbury,
Frederic B, Blair, telogiaph oporater, to Louise 1L
eldost duughter of Mreoand Mys, Harry Deakin.

Canvexteid MeDonann At the Free  Baptist
Par=onag , on Sept, 10, by e David Long, Archie
B Carp r 1o Aunie B Mactionald, both of Wick
S, Queens U,

Travron Suren A1 Fairville on the 24th inst,, by
the Bev AT By kenn, Leovnd Trafton of Faiee
wille, to Maggie Smeth of the vume place.

Frosr Puey ~ At Havelock, on Wednesday, Sept.
U, by oy WO 1 Arstrong, M A Jolm F, Frost
of Nocton and Mmeova 18, daughted ot John C Price,
g, of Havelock, %, i,

ALLAX Prurins—At the residence of the hride's
Cathier, €0t sty by the Rev. W M, Field, Dovey
Aan of Bay Side, 1o Bessie Perkins of Spring

Cuaeman—At Lower Neweastle, Queens count
1, sister isa ah A, Chapman on the 16th s
vl 4% yeors and 3 months  Our sister professed
faith in ¢ hrist united with the lowor castle
chureh some ten v ogo, ber hope was i m, she did
el Clivist was her haht when she passed
the dark velley snd shadow of death.  <he
feft o sorvowing hosband, a nmabwr of elldren 1o
The tuneral sermon was preached
by her pastor W, J, Blakeney,

TrENTOLM A memorial serviee was recently con-
ductodat Port Elging by Rev. J. A, Maiple for Mr.
stephen Trenholm whose death oceurred not Jong
Aluska,  Abont ten vears ago in connection
with a series of servie s conducted by Mr, Marple at
o k Mr. Trenholie united with the chureh at
that I as shortly afterward appe
deacon Fhored fathfully for th advar
the Master's Kincdom, A fow voars ago he we
Al ki, expecting to remirn to his funily acd ho
but that was not to be. At the  serviee '
Chandes Read and Deacon Copp snoke of their high
appreciation of Bro. Frenholm  and  the los the
chureh had sustaine do He leaves a wife and son and
ur daught re. May the ion which only the
grent comforterean give be theirs in this hour ol trial.

Coob - At the hom of his danghter in Williams-
fown, Cars Co,on Sept 220d, aftera logering illness
Deacon FoE Good o ighty five years. Our  Bro,
born ar Kingsclear, May 4th, 1817 When young
b came to Jucksonvitle where e made him a com-
fortabile home: in young manhood oy professed his
faith in Christ and united with Jackson t
church of which b was soon made de; h
office he faithtully filed to the entive satistaction of
Ios brethern, unti! ealled tothe betier life,  He wasa
win o of honesty, industry and Kindnass to all. His
Bandds was never closed to the needs of any,  He was
ever faithtul to iy Lord and his ehurch.  In his

( s met a great loss, Out of a v
ysuryive him, Rev. Geo, E. Good of
Tooand Mes: Go L Corbett at whose
In hisinfluence he sti ] lives,

home he died,

Harvey, A. Co N. B, George
Robinson nge years. This young brother had
ullered mor s duing ten yeurs of s sho t life,
wlly during his lastilluess.  He had given his

Jesus during some specinl meetiogs held last
winter und was fully prepared.  Hud his health per-
witted he would have been  buptized having been
received by the church,

Ropiyson, — At
1

MiLts —At Benton, N. B, Sept. 28, after thirteen
months' sickness of consumption, Jennia M, Mills, in
the 38 h year of her age.  She professed relicion
several yeurs ago, uniting with a Baptist chuareh in
Lowell, Mars. A few hours before she passed away
she was able 10 sing some of the Imnm':'l songs of
Zion. The funeral took place at Benton. 'The re-
mains were interred in the Unioa burying ground at
Benton, September 30, a large, sympathetie crowd

athered. “Blessed are the dead who die in the
word” For the bereaved family our hoarts go out in
sympathy.




