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CORRESPONDENCE

RESPECTING THE

NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES.

I

Despatches from the Governor-General.

(Confidential.) No. 1. Casson,

Sir John Young to the Earl of Kimberley.

Montreal, 12th October, 1870.
(Reccived 27th October, 1870.)
My Lorp, (Angwered Confidential, 21st November, 1870, page 13.)
With reference to my confidential despatch of 23vd September,* covering copy of * Vids Pre
a letter from ITer Majesty’s Minister at Washington on the subject of the interpretation yted Janwary
of the Treaty of 1818, which I caused to be submitted in confidence to the Privy Council 1871 page 72
of the Dominion for their consideration : 10th October
2. I have now the honour to transmit the accompanying Minute, which the Privy 1s7o. '
Council have drawn up in reply to Sir Edward Thornton’s communication.

I have, &ec.,

(Signed) JOHN YOUNG.
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley,
&e. &c. &e.
Enclosure in No. 1. Enclosure

in No. 1.
Cory of a REporT of a CoxanrrEE of the ITonourable the Privy Couxcir, approved by
His Excellency the GoveERNOR-GENERAL in Council on the 10th October, 1870.

The Committece of the Privy Council have had under their consideration the
confidential despatch to your Excellency from Sir Edward Thornton, Her Majesty’s
Minister in the United States of America, on the subject of the interpretation of the
Treaty of 1818 between Great Britain and the United States; aud they respectfully
recommend that, while thanking Sir Edward Thornton for the information conveyed in
his despatch, and assuring him that the arguments of Mr. Fish shall receive the early
and careful consideration of the Canadian Government, your Excellency should acquaint
him that, as a question has arisen as to the legal construction to be given to the Treaty
of 1818, the Canadian Government think it desirable to confer with Her Majesty’s
Government on the important points at issue before giving your Excellency any advice
on the subject of Sir Edward Thornton’s despatch.

. (Certified) WM. I. LEE,

Clerk Privy Council, Canada.

No. 2.
Sir John Young to the Earl of Kuomberley.

No. 2.

(No. 245.)
Montreal, 20th October, 1870.

(Received 2nd November, 1870.)
I have the honour to enclose copy of a telegram which has been received hy the 17th October
Department of Marine and Fisheries, reporting the seizure of the United States fishing 1810, '
vessel 4. J. Franklin. =~ T B

B

M~ Lorp,
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Eneclosure
in No. 2,

No. 3.

20th QOctober,
1870,

_ Enclosure
in No. 3.

20th October,
1870,

19
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2. Copics of the depositions in this case will be forwarded as soon as reccived.
3. T have transmitted a copy of the telegraphic message to ITer Majesty's Minister at
Washington.
I have, &c,
(Signed) JOIHIN YOUNG.
The Right ITonourable the Earl of Kimberley,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 2.
To F. W. Wirrcngr.
(By Telegram from Pictou, N.S.)

Ottawa, 17th October, 1870.
Secized American fishing schooner 4. J. Franklin, Strait of Canso— Saturday —
fishing within limits; Sea-Wolf Island ; has fishing licence from their Customs; also from
Custom-house, Prince Edward Island ; caught her in the act. She is here. I leave for
Halifax to-morrow morning train. Sce Blanchard.
(Signed) J. A. TORY.

No. 3.

Sir Joln Young to the Lsarl of Kimberley.
(No. 247).
Montreal, 21st October, 1870.
My Lorp, (Received 2nd November, 1870.)

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I have addressed
to Vice-Admiral Wellesley, forwarding a copy of an Order of the Privy Council of the
Dominion, expressing their appreciation of his services in aiding the Government of
Canada in the protection of the IMisheries.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) JOIIN YOUNG.
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley,
&e. &e.  &e.

Enclosure in No. 3.
"Sik J. Youxe to Vice-Apyirar WELLESLEY.

Sir, Montreal, 21st Octoher, 1870.

I have great pleasure in sending you, at the instance of the Privy Council of the
Dominion, the enclosed Minute, which expresses their deep regret on your leaving the
North American Station, and places on record their high appreciation of the admirable
manner in which you have discharged the delicate and difficult duty of protecting the
Canadian waters from the encroachments of forcign fishing vessels.

I have, &ec.
Vice-Admiral G. G. “icllesley, (Signed) JOHN YOUNG.
&e. &e. oC.

Cory of a Rrronr of a CoxMITTEE of the ITonourable the Privy Couxcir, approved by
His Excellency the GOvERNOR-GENERAL on the 20th day of October, 1870.

The Committee of Council having heard of the departure of His Excellency
Vice-Admiral Wellesley, C.B., would fail in their duty to the country if they did not
express to your Excellency the deep regret with which they learned that the Viee-
Admiral had been recalled from the British North American Station, and place on
record their high appreciation of .the admirable mauner in which he has aided the
Government of Canada in protecting its waters from the encroachments of foreign
fishing vessels.
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The judicious manner in which that delicate and difficult duty has been discharged
by Vice-Admiral Wellesley and the officers under his command has fully demonstrated
the important fact that the measures taken by the Government of Canada, with the
effective aid thus given by the Imperial Government, will secure to Her Majesty’s
subjects their admitted rights in British American waters, and that the same policy
judiciously pursued will not only result in the efficient protection of the great body of
British seamen engaged in prosecuting those Fisheries, but also promote, in no small
degree, the great national interests connected therewith, and will be at the same time
the best means of avoiding collision between the subjects of Her Majesty and the citizens
of the United States.

The Committee desire especially to draw attention to the energetic but discreet
manner in which Captain Hardinge, of HLM.S. Vulorous, carried out the instructions of
the Vice-Admiral, and the important services rendered by him in protecting the fishing
grounds of the Dominion.

The Committee would request that your Excellency will be pleased to forward a copy
of this Minute to His Excellency Vice-Admiral Wellesley, and also to the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies for submission to the Lords of the
Admiralty.

(Certified) WM. H. LEE,
Clerk Privy Council, Canada.

No. 4.
The Lord Lisgar to the Larl of Kimberley.

(No. 258.)
Government House, Ottawa, 8th November, 1870.
My Lorp, (Received 23rd November, 1870.)

With reference to my Despatch (No. 245),* 20th October, transmitting copy of a
telegram from the Department of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, reporting the
seizure of the United States fishing vessel A. J. Franklin, I have the honour to enclose
copies of the depositions made by Captain Tory and crew of the Marine Police schooner
Ida E. relating to the capture.

T have, &c.,
(Signed) LISGAR.
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley,
Le. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 4. ‘
Provixce of Nova Scor14, County of Prcrou. .

I, James A. Tory, Fishery Officer of the Dominion of Canada, and Commander of the
Government schooner Ida ., engaged in protecting the fisheries of said Dominion,
make oath and saith as follows :—First, I say that on Friday, the seventh day of October
instant, in the harbour of Port Hood, in the Island of Cape Breton,I boarded the
American fishing schooner A. J. Franklin, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, John Nass,
master, and while on board cautioned the said master against violating the laws
respecting fisheries; and that on Tuesday, the eleventh day of October instant, at four
o'clock in the morning. I, together with my crew,sailed on hoard of said schooner Jda F.
from the harbour of Port Hood aforesaid, and proceeded to the north and castward ;
that on or about the hour of ten o’clock on the morning of said day we were off Broad
Cove, on the north-west coast of the said Islandof Cape Breton, and perceiving a fleet of
vessels, all of which were within three miles of the shore of Broad Cove aforesaid,
apparently engaged fishing for mackerel ; that we ran in close to said fleet, and when
within half a mile or so from said fleet I hoisted the colours on board of said Ida E.,
and fired a gun as a signal to any British vessel that might happen to be in said fleet to
hoist their colours; that thereupon the said American schooner A. J. Franklin, which
said A, J. I'ranklin was lying-to in said fleet with her jib down, and was obviously fish-

B2

Caxapa,

* Page 1.

Enclosure in
No. 3.
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ing or preparing to fish, made sail and stood out from the shores of Broad Cove afore-
said, as if trying to get away from us and escape capture.

‘That thereupon this deponent caused a shot to be fired from said schooner /da E.
ahead of said schooner A. J. Franklin, and the latter immediately hove to, that I there-
upon boarded said 4. J. Franklin, in company with Thomas O¢Connor, Thomas Matson,
Daniel McVicer, Christopher Lepsitt, and Felix Campbell, being part of the crew of
the said schooner Jda £.; that at the time of boarding the said A.J. Franklin the south
side of Sea Wolf Island then bore from said A. J. Franklin east by north, and was less
than two miles distant. Sight Point bore south-west by west, said last-named vessel
then being about two miles and a half north by west half west {from the shore of Marsh
Point; that when I boarded said A. J. Franilin as aforesaid I found her mackerel or
fishing lines coiled up on her rail, some of said lines being wet, and the water dripping
from them, and the hooks attached to said lines being baited with {resh or new bait,and
I also found fresh fish blood and fresh mackerel gills on the deck of said schooner 4. J.
L'ranklin.  The deck, rail, and bulwarks of said schooner then presented the appearance
of bait having been very recently thrown therefrom; that I thereupon accused the
captain of said 1. J. Franklin with having heen fishing, which he denied, and referred
me to the captain and crew of the British schooner Adonis for confirmation of his state-
ment that he had not been fishing on that morning within three marine miles of the
shore of Broad Cove aforesaid; that thereupon Tleft said 4. J. Franklin in company
with the boats’ crew I had on board of her, and permitted the said A. J. Franklin to
depart, having first warned the captain that if upon inquiry I discovered he had not told
me the truth in respect to his not having been fishing on that morning within three
marine miles of the shores of Broad Cove aforesaid, I would seize the said A..J. Frankiin
whenever and wherever I would find her within three miles of the coast or shores from
which American fishermen were by the Treaty of 1818 exceluded. That I afterwards,
on persenal inquiry of the crew of the said British vessel Adonis, was by them informed
that they were not in company with said 4. J. Franklin on the morning of the said
cleventh day of October, and could not tell whether the said A. J. Franklin had been
fishing on that morning or not; that I subsequently inquired of the crews of several
British vessels comprising a part of the said fleet oft Broad Cove aforesaid on the said
nioraing, and was informed that the said 2. J. Franklin was fishing within three miles
of said shore of Broad Cove on the morning of said day, and on the evening of the day
previous, being the tenth day of October instant, and that when the crew of the said
schooner 4. J. Franklin saw the Ida I5. hearing down towards the fleet, they threw the
fish on deck overboard ; that on the fiiteentl: day of October instant, and after I had
obtained the information last aforesaid, I boarded said schooner A. J. Frankiin in the
Strait of Canso, about a mile south of Port Mulgrave, and within two cables’ length of
the shore of the west side of the said Strait of Canso, and scized her, together with her
tackle, apparel, boats, furniture, stores, and cargo, as well for an irregularity in her
papers, which consisted in her having a clearance for the fisheries from the Port of
Prince Edward Island, and also a fishing licence from the port of Gloucester aforesaid,
and for having been fishing, preparing to fish, or having obviously rished on the morning
of the said eleventh day of October, and on the cvening of the tenth day of October
instant, within three marine miles of the shores of Broad Cove aforesaid, contrary to
Article One of the said Treaty; that T was informed by the captain of said 4. .J.
Franklin, both Lefore and after said scizure, that the said A. J. Frankiin had on bhoard of
her one hundred and seventy borrels mackerel 5 that T conveyed said vessel to the Port
of Pictou, and delivered her into the custody of the Collector of Customs for that
port.

(Signed) JAMES A. TORY.
Sworn to at Pictou before me, this twenty-first day of October, in the year of
our Lord One thousand cight hundred and seventy.
(Signed) DANIEL HOCKIN, J. P.

. Province of Nova Scotia, Pictou.
We, Regis Raimond and Martin Sullivan, at present of Pictou, and being first and
second mates of the Government schooner [da I2., make oath and say that the state-
ments contained in the annexed affidavit of James A. Tory, commander of the aforesaid
schooner fila L, respecting the bearings and distances of the schoover A. J. Franklin,
therein mentioned, when boarded off Broad Cove, are true in every particular; and that
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while the said James A. Tory was on board the said A. J. Franklin we took the bear- Casapa.

ings from on board the schooner Ida E., when immediately alongside of the aforesaid
schooner 4. J. Franklin. '

(Signed) REGIS RAIMOND,
I'irst Mate.
MARTIN SULLIVAN,
Second Mate.
The said Regis Raimond and Martin Sullivan were severally sworn to the
truth of this affidavit at Pictou,.in the County of Pictou, the twenty first day of
October, a.p. 1870, before me,

(Signed)  DANIEL HOCKIN, J. P.

Province of Nova Scotia, Pictou.

We, Thomas O‘Connor, Thomas Matson, Daniel McVicer, Christopher Lepsitt, and
Felix Campbell, at present of Pictou, in the province of Nova Scotia, being part of the
crew of the Government schooner /da Z., and the boats’ crew that boarded the
American fishing schooner A. J. Franklin, on the morning of the eleventh day of
October instant, off Broad Cove, as detailed in an affidavit made by James A. Tory,
commander of the aforesaid schooner Ida F., on the twenty-first day of October instant,
which is hercunto annexed, severally make oath and say, as follows:—That we have
heard read the said affidavit of James A. Tory, and that the same is true in substance
and matter of fact, except the following, which we have no personal knowledge of, viz.,
the first warning in the harbour of Port Hood, aud the bearings and distances of said
A.J. Franklin when boarded off Broad Cove.

his (
(Signed) TIHOMAS +kO‘CONNOR.
mar.
THOMAS MATSON.
DANIEL McVICER.
CHRISTOPHER LEPSITT.
FELIX CAMPBELL.

The said Thomas O‘Connor, Thomas Matson, Christopher Lepsitt, Daniel
McVicer, and Felix Campbell, were severally sworn to the truth of this affidavit at
Pictou, in the County of Pictou, the twenty-first day of October, A.p. 1870, before
me, the said affidavit having been first read and explained.

(Sigued) DANIEL HOCKIN, J. P.

No. 5. No.
The Lord Lisgar to the Earl of Kimberley.

(3.4

(Confidential.)
Government House, Ottawa, 19th November, 1870.
My Lorp, ) (Received 8th Deeember, 1870.)
With reference to your Lordship’s Confidential Despatch of the 12th October last,*  * Vit Pro
requesting information respecting the exclusion of American fishermen from trading in 3955 buper,

N gt 2 " ., dated Junuary
the ports of British North America, 1 have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a 1871, page 9i.

Minute of the Privy Council of the Dominion, approving the report which the Minister 18:h Novem.
of Marine and Itisheries has prepared on the subject. ber, 1870,
' I have , &c.,

"The Right ITonourable the Earl of Kimberley, LISGAR.
&e. &e. &e.
EIICIOSul'C in NO 3. \I':Ilclosure in
) No. 5,

Cory of a Rerorr of a CommrtrEr of the Honourable the Privy Couxcit, approved by
His Excellency the GOVERNOR-GENERAL, on the 18th day of November, 1570.

The Committee of Council have had under consideration the Confidential Despatch
dated 12th October, 1870, from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the
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Colonies, requesting information as to the practice which prevailed previous to the

Reciprocity Treaty in regard to the exclusion of American fishermen from trading in
the ports of Dritish North America :

They have also had before them the annexed Report, dated 5th November instant,

from the llonourable the Minister of Marine and Yisheries, to whom the above-

mentioned Despatch was referred, and they respectfully submit their concurrence in the

said Report, and advise that a copy thereof be transmitted by vour Excellency to the

farl of Kimberley, for the information of Iler Majesty’s Government.
(Certified)
(Signed) WM. H. LEE,
Clerk to the Privy Council.

(Confidential.)
Rerorr on the Practice which prevailed previous to the Reciprocity Treaty, respecting
United States Fishing Vessels trading in Provincial Ports, &e.

Department of Marine and Iisheries,
Ottawa, 5th November, 1870.

With reference to the Earl of Kimberley’s Confidential Despatch of the 12th ultimo,
requesting information as to what was the actual practice which prevailed previous to
the Reciprocity Treaty between Great Britain and the United States, in regard to the
exclusion of American fishermen from trading or effecting commercial operations in the
ports of the different Provinces of British North America, the undersigned has the
honour to state:

That the right to prevent American fishing vessels from resorting to Provincial bays
and harbours, for purposes of trade, was actuaily asserted and carried out under the
Imperial and Colonial Statutes, enacted to give ctfect to the provisions of the Treaty of
1818, anterior to the Reciprocity Treaty of 185..

Between the years 1817 and 1854, several United States fishing vessels were detained
and seized by Imperial and Colonial Officers for infractions of the Treaty, and violation
of these Statutes.  Many of them were condemned. Among the specific offences of
fishing, for which numerous scizures and confiscations took place during this period,
American fishing vessels were accosted and detained for the following reasons:—

1. Anchoring or hovering inshore during calm weather without any ostensible cause,
having aboard ample supplics of wood and water ;

2. Liying at anchor and remaining inside of the bays to clean and pack fish ;

3. Purchasing and bartering bait;

4. Seclling goods and buying supplics ;

5. Landing and transshipping cargoes of fish.

'The undersigned begs leave to refer, in the first place, to the Imperial Instructions
under which, antecedent to the Convention of 1818, American fishing vessels were
excluded from British bays and harbours in North America, conformable to the Treaty
of 1783. The following Admiralty order for the governance of officers commanding
vessels engaged in the protection of the fisheries and the prevention of illicit trade,
signed by Rear-Admiral Milne, bears date the 12th of May, 1817 :—

“ On your meeting with any foreign vessel, fishing, or at anchor, in any of the
““ harbours or crecks in 1Tis Majesty’s North American Provinces, or within our maritime
“ jurisdiction. you will scize and send such vessel so trespassing to Halifax, for adjudi-
“ cation, unless it should cleariy appear that they have been obliged to put in there in
& consequence of distress, acquainting me with the cause of such seizure, and every other
‘ particular, to cnable me to give all information to the Lords Commissioners of the
“ Admiralty.”

Under this instruction numbers of American fishing vessels were seized in Ragged
Island Ifarbour, on the Sth of June, 1817, where they pretended to have soughts helter.
The scizures were objected to on behalf of the United States Government, on the ground
that these vessels entered from a lawiul and necessary motive: but on investigation, it
was found that, as explained by His Majesty’s Government, they were in the habit of
occupying, and at the time of seizure, actually occupied this harbour without any
legitimate excuse.  The fishing schooners Nabby and Washington were scized in 1818,
and condemned for being at anchor in, and hovering near, a settled British harbour.
The Java fndependence, Magnolia, and flart, were detained and confiscated in 1839, for
heing in harbour without lawful cause, and cleaning fish on deck. In 1840, the fishing
vessels Papincar and Mary were seized and sold for purchasing bait ashore.

The right of exclud™ . American 7 hing vessels from the Provincial ports, bays, and
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harbours, except in case of distress, was thus enforced just before the Convention, and
some time after, for similarly resorting to British bays and harbours, except for the
specificd purposes arranged in the Treaty of 1818, to purchase wood and obtain water,
and for shelter and repairs. This right was formally and continuously asserted
throughout the intervening period to 1852, when the distinct offence of trading for
supplies and transshipping fish cargoes became the subject of specific instructions. The
Collectors of Customs at some of the ports of Nova Scotia having granted permits to
authorise such transactions, the Provincial officers in command of the fisherics protection
service asked for positive instructions. They were, therefore, instructed by the Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia, that United States fishing vessels, with or without permits, could
not legally land freight, or frequent such ports and harbours for any purposes whatever,
not described in the Treaty. ‘The following official direction, dated at Halifax, the
28th of August, 1852, is signed by the then Provincial Secrctary, the ITonourable Joseph
Howe :

“No American fishing vessels are entitled to commercial privileges in Provincial
“ ports, but are subject to forfeiture if found engaged in traffic.  The Colonial Collectors
“ have no authority to permif freight to be landed from such vessels, which, under the
“ Convention, can only enter our ports for the purposes specified therein, and for no
“ other.” .

The question arose on the practice of taking on board articles necessary to fishing
operations, landing fish for transshipment, and refitting in ports and harbours, at various
places around the coast of Nova Scotia, and producing a written permission from some
Customs Collector.

During the same year, Vice-Admiral Seymour applied to the Admiralty for special
instructions as to the powers of naval officers to seize cr interfere with United States
fishing vessels resorting to ports or harbours for other than the purposes defined in the
Convention. The matter was referred to the Law Advisers of the Crown. They pro-
nounced the opinion that these officers were empowered under their instructions to
“secize ” American fishing vessels only for the offence of fishing within the prescribed
. limits, but the vessels might be warned off, and compelled to depart, and could be
scized by such officers or others, if so authorized by Order in Council—the penalties or
mode of procedure depending upon the local laws and regulations of each Colony. The
legal opinion recited, adds that “ independently of the express provisions of the statute,”
vessels infringing these laws, by resorting to ports or harbours for other than the pur-
poses specified by the Treaty, might be warned and compelled to depart by whatever
force is reasonably nccessary by persons authorized by the Colonial Governors, or the
British Admiral.

The Imperial and Colonial Statutes now in force provide for regulations in pursuance
of the Treaty to enforce the terms of the Convention ; and instructions to Commanders
of Marine Police Vessels, approved by orders in Council, are such existing “Regula-
tions” provided for by the Statutes as are deemed “mneccessary to prevent” American
fishermen from abusing “in any other manner whatever” (besides fishing) the privileges
reserved to them by the Convention.

The foregoing references should suflice to establish that the restriction in question is
neither novel, strained, nor vexatious.

The whole, ncvertheless, respectfully submitted.

(Signed) P. MITCHELL,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

No. 6.
The Lord Lisgar to the Earl of Kimlerley.
(No. 274.) Government House, Ottawa, 24th November, 18%0,
{Received, 8th December, 1870.)
My Lorp, (Answered, No. 314, 15th December, 1870, page 13.)

With reference to previous correspondeince on the subject of the protection of
the Tisheries, I have the honour to transmit herewith copics of correspondence which
has passed between Vice-Admiral Fanshawe and myself. .

I have, &c,,
(Signed) LISGAR,
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley,
&ec. &e. &e. -

CaNaba.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 6.
VicE-ADMIRAL IFANsHAWE to the GOVERNOR-(GENERAL,

SiR, Loyal Alfred, Halifax, 17th October, 1870,

I have the honour to enclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a
letter from Licutenant Basil Cochrane, commanding ller Majesty’s gunboat Brito-
mart, employed in the protection of the Fisheries in the Bay of Fundy.

2. It would appear, from paragraphs 4 and 5 of Licutenant Cochrane’s letter,
that fishermen of ‘the United States "are in the habit of resorting to Welchpool and
St. Andrew’s, in the Province of New Brunswick, in order to purchasesalt ; the Collectors
of Customs at those places being unaware of the prohibition of that traffic contained in
the 3rd Section of 59 Geo. III., cap. 38.

s, Lieutenant Cochrane also states, in paragraphs 6 and 7, that he had received local
information that United States fishermen are in the habit of fishing on the coast during
the winter months; and, in corroboration, he was informed by the Fishing Warder for
the coast from Cape Lepreau to Letite, that he had seen as many as thirty American
schooners fishing close to the land last January.

4. Captain P. A. Scott, RN, the officer in command of the cruisers employed by the
Dominion of Canada, is expected here about the end of the present month, when I pro-
pose to confer with him on this subject.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) E. G. FANSHAWE,
Governor-General the Right IHonourable Vice-Admiral.
Sir John Young, Bart, G.CB., G.C.M.G,

&e. &e. &e.

LiecTENANT CocnrANE to VicE-ADMIRAL WELLESLEY.
FISHING REPORT No. 7.

H.M.’s gunboat Britomart, at I'lags Cove, Grand Manan,
Sin, 30th September, 1870.

I have the honour to report that I left Seal Cove, Grand Manan, on the 23rd
instant, and procecded to Long Island Bay, coming to at the anchorage inside Long
Island,

2. 1 found most of the fishermen at the north end of Grand Manan engaged with the
Weir fishing, the herring, [ am informed, being more plentiful than for many years
past, so much so that the greater part of the smoke houses are already filled, and the
herring that are taken now are being converted into oil and manure.

3. I'left Long Island Bay on Sunday the 25th, and proceeded to Welchpool, Cam-
peohello.

4. I find that American fishing vessels are in the constant habit of coming to Welch-
pool for salt.  Mr. Farmer, the Collector of Customs, called on me and asked my
opinion as to whether tlat was against the law. I read to him the 3rd Section of 59
Geo. IIL., cap. 38, which article he had not before scen.

5. I proceeded on Tuesday the 27th to St. Andrew’s, and found that that also wasa
place of call for the American fishermen to purchase salt.  Mr. Gove, the collector at
St. Andrew’s, informed me the Custom House Officers had no orders against allowing
American {ishing vessels to come in for salt, or stores of any description whatever.

6. Ileft St. Andrew’s on the 28th, and procceded through Letite Passage to L’Etang
Harbour. I found at L'Etang the only time the fishermen complained of the Americans
was in the winter, from end of December to beginning of March.

7. 1 proceeded on the 29th to Beaver Harbour, when I communicated with Mr.
Best, the IMishing Warder for the coast from Cape Lepreau to Letite Passage, who gave
much the same information as he had received at L'Etang, adding that he had seen as
many as thirty American schooners fishing close to the land last January.

8. Ileft Beaver Harbour the same day, and arrived in this cove yesterday evening.

1. T purpose proceeding next to VWes'port, Bryer's Island, and to Cape Sable, and -
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then returning to the southern head of Grand Manan, and will call at Welchpool,
Campobello, about the 12th October.
I have, &e.
(Signed)  BASIL E. COCHRANE,
Vice-Admiral George G. Wellesley, G.B,, Lieutenant and Commander.
Commander-in-Chief.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 6.
Sir JouN Youna to Vice-ApMIiraL FANSITAWE,

Sir, Government House, Ottawa, October 26th, 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant,
enclosing copy of a letter from Licutenant B. Cochrane, commanding Her Majesty’s
gunboat Britomart, employed in the protection of the Fisherics. .

I have caused a copy of your letter and enclosure to be sent to the Privy Council of
the Dominion for consideration, and to Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington for his
information.

1 have, &c.,

Vice-Admiral E. G. Fawshawe, (Sigued) JOHN YOUNG.

&e. &e. &e.

Euclosure 3 in No. 6.
VieE-ADMIRAL FANSHAWE to the GOVERNOR-(FENERALL.

SIR, Royal Alfred, Halifax, 15th November, 1870.

With reference to my letter of the 17th October, and Your Excellency's reply
thereto, I beg to forward herewith an extract from a letter from Commander Bateman,
of HL.M.’s ship Royalist, on the same subject as referred to in my former letter.

2. Talso enclosc extracts {rom a letter addressed to me by Commander Knowles of
H.M.’s ship Lapwing, in which he states some difficulties that the Collectors of Customs
at Port Hood and the Gut of Canso had mentioned to him, in enforcing their authority.

3. Since forwarding my letter of the 17th October to Your Excellency, I have received
a communication from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in which they are
requested by the Colonial Office to call my attention to the following passage in
Mr. Cardwell's letter to the Admiralty of 12th April, 1866: © Her Majesty’s Govern-
“ment do not desire that the prohibition to enter British bays should be generally
* insisted on, except when there is reason to apprehend some substantial invasion of
“ British rights.”

And I am informed that “the transshipment of fish and obtaining supplies by
“ American fishing vessels cannot be registered as a substantial invasion of British rights,
“ such as is contemplated by those instructions, and unless there is some further ground for
“ interfercnce than the Convention of 1818, and the consequent enactment of 59 Geo. IIL.

“c. 38 (Imperial) and 6 Vie. ¢. 14 (Prince Edward Island) United States fishermen are -

“ not to be prevented from entering British bays for such purposes.”
' I have, &c
' (Signed) E. G. FANSHAWE,
His Excellency the Right Honourable Vice-Admiral.
Sir J. Yeung, Bart., G.C.B., G.C.M.G.

Extracr FROM A LETTER from Commander Richard S. Bateman, H.M.S. Royalist.
113)0 Vice-Admiral E. G. Fanshawe, Commander-in-Chief (No. 9), of 1st Novem-
er, 1870 : :

4. I would mention that the Collector of Customs at the places I have been at

informed me that they had no instructions to prevent American fishing vessels from

being supplied with ice, bait, &c.; and I have heard that vessels ordered out of
‘ C

CaNADA.
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Cavava.  harbours by me had returned after my departure, and taken in the articles which 1
~—  had forbidden them from receiving.

Exrracr vrod s Lerter from Commander Knowles, of I.M.S. Lapwing (No. 104),
dated Tth November, 1870, addressed to Vice-Admiral Fanshawe, Commander-in-
Chief.

Port Hoop.

2. The inshore fishing in the vicinity of the port has by all accounts been greatly above
the average, the mackerel coming in through the Gut of Canso about the commencement
of June, when there was an immense catch in this harbour ; they then went northward
towards East Point and off’ Sca Wolf Island and Chetican.

The herring fishery here has been excellent: the summer herrings came in in July,
the fall herrings for three nights in September, and T believe that as much as ten thousand
barrels were caught off Henry Island, and outside Smith’s Island.

The cod fishery here has not been remarkable.

This port scems to be a great harbour of refuge for the American schooners, about
fifty of them were frequently at anchor at a time, and previous to the Treaty large
supplies were obtained from the storckeepers on shore, but owing to the constant
presence of a man-of-war, the traders now derive but little, il any profit.

The general fecling here is that the abrogation of the license system and .stringent
manner in which the laws have been enforced have had the cffect of greatly improving
the catch of the inshore and coast fishermen.

Exrtract rroM A Lerrer from Commander Kunowles, ILM.S. Lapwing, (No. 10a4),
dated Tth November, 1370, addressed to Vice-Admiral Fanshawe, Commander-in-
Chief.

Gur or Canso.

5. This high-road to the fishing grounds seems to have been very much overlooked :
there is scarcely cver a man-of-war there, except when passing through, and the
Collectors of Customs find it impossible to enforce their authority, having no force to
assist them; the sympathies of the inhabitants are entircly with the Americans, as the
schooners are principally manned by men who are natives of the Strait of Canso; the
storekeepers and traders derive large profits from their intercourse with the crews.

No. 7. No. 7
The Lovd Lisyar to the Ewrl of Kimberley.
(Ng. 202.) ' Government House, Ottawa,
December 15th, 1870.
My Lorp, (Reecived 29th December, 1870.)
14ih De- With reference to my Secret Despatch of the 4th November last on the subject of

cember, 1670. the Fisheries, I have the honour to enclose a revised list of vessels seized by Imperial

and Canadian police cruisers for violation of the I'ishery and Revenue laws during the
past season.

Full particulars of cach case will be sent to your Lordship when the legal procecd-
ings shall have closed.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) LISGAR.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, ‘
. &e. &e. .
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Despatches from the Secretary of State.

No. 1.

The Earl of Kimberley to the Lord Lisgar.
(Confidential.)

My Lorbp, Downing Street, 14th November, 1870.

I have the honour to trausmit to you, for your confidential information, a copy
of a Despatch reccived through the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Minister at
Washington, in reference to the Report of the Canadian Privy Council of the 10th of
Octobex a copy of which accompanied your confidential Despatch of the 12th ultimo,*
relating to the exclusion of American fishing-vessels from Canadian ports.

I enclose a copy of a letter which I have caused to be addressed to the I'oreign Office,
in reference to a remark contained in Sir E. Thornton’s Despatch.
I have, &e,,

(Signed) KIMBERLEY.
To The Lord Lisgar,
&e. &e.
No. 2.
The Earl-of Kimberley to the Lord Lisgar.
(Confidential.)
My Lorp, Downing Street, 21st November, 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your ‘Confidential Despatch of

the 12th of October,* enclosing a copy of a Minute of the Canadian Privy Council,
relating to the interpretation of the Treaty of IS18 on points connected with the
Fisherics.

I think it right that your Government should be apprised confidentially, that Sir
E. Thornton has been cautioned against admitting Mr. Fish’s interpretation of the Treaty
of 1818, as regards the exclusion “of United States vessels from Canadian ports.

I have also learnt from the For eign Office that Lord Granville has communicated to
Sir E. Thornton a copy of the letter from this Department of the 14th instant, which
accompanied my Confidential Despatch to you of that date.f -

I have, &ec.,

(Signed) KIMBERLEY.
To The Lord Lisgar,
&e. &e.
No. 3.
(No. 314.) The Larl of Kimberley to the Lord Lisgar.
My Lorp, Downing Street, 15th December, 1870.

T have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your Despatch (No. 274)* of the
24th of November, enclosing copies of a correspondence which had passed between Vice-
Admiral Fanshawe and YOUIDLH on matters connected with the Canadian I'isheries.

I have, &c.,
‘ (Signed) KIMBERLEY.
To The Lord Lisgar,
&e. &e.

CaNapa,

No. 1.

SirE.
Thornton to
Earl Gran-
ville, 17th
October, 1870.
No. 413,

* Page 1.

Vide Enclo-
> suretoForeign
Office Letter
of November
1st, 1870,
page 34.

Col. Off. to
For. Off. 14th
November,
1870, page 40.

No. 2.

* Page I,

t Above.

* Page 7.
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C:\NADA.
No. 4. No. 4.
The Larl of Kimberley to the Lord Lisgar.
(Confidential.)
My Lorp, Downing Street, 15th December, 1870.
- Vide Pre- With reference to my Despatch (No. 265)* of the 12th October last, relating to

sious Paper, . R . . « % -
dnted Jamary, the Canadian Fisheries, I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information, a

1871 age V2. copy of a Despatch{ received, through the Admiralty, from Vice-Admiral Fanshawe,
closire 1o Ad- Containing his opinion on the question, whether the admission of United States vessels
inlty Lotier 40 Canadian ports, for purposes other than those specificd in the Treaty of 1818, renders

er, 1870, it practically difficult to enforce the law against fishing in British waters.
page 15. The enclosures to Admiral I'anshawe’s Despatch are not forwarded, as they are already
in your possession, copies of them having been transmitted to me in your Despatch

1Pugo7.  (No. 274) I of the 24th November.
I have, &c.,
(Signed) KIMBERLEY.
The Lord Lisgar,
&e. &e.

No. b. No. 5.

The Earl of Kimberley to the Lord Lisgar.
(No. 318.)
My Lorn, Downing Strect, 22nd December, 1870.

m'us";;{g)gm‘ With reference tomy Despatch (No. 265)* of the 12th of October, relating to the

doted January  Fisheries, I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information, the enclosed copy
Wil page 3% of o Despatch received from the Lieutenant-Governor of Prince Edward Island,

Nn, 15 A R
-——— .. reporting the steps which he has taken to give effect to the decision arrived at by Her
byl fiff“i.;‘]), Majesty’s Government with regard to the admission of the United States fishing vessels
pge 53~ to British ports, for the purpose of obtaining supplies and of transshipping fish.
I have conveyed to the Licutenant-Governor my approval of the course he adopted.
I have, &c.
The Lord Lisgar. (Signed) KIMBERLEY.

&c. &e.
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Canapa.
CORRESPONDENCE
BETWEEN
The Colonial Office and the Admiralty.
No. 1. No. 1.
The Admiralty to the Colorial Office.
SIR, Admiralty, 2nd November, 1870.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to 10th October.

you, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonics, the enclosed copies

of a Despatch (No. 4) of the 10th ultimo, and its enclosures, from the Vice-Admiral
commanding on the North American station, in regard to the capture of the American

schooners L'oam and C. I'. Iriend, for fishing in British waters, in contravention of the
Convention of 1818.

Iam, &e.,
(Signed) THOS. WOLLEY.
The Under Secretary of State for the Colonics.

(No. 4.) Enclosure in No. 1. __ Enclosure
1o INO. 1.
SiR, Royal Alfred, Halifax, 10th October, 1870.

I have the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of letters from Captain Hardinge, of the
Valorous, dated 3rd September, and {rom Commander Poland, of the Plover, dated 2nd
October, reporting the captains of the American schooners Foam and C. F. Friend, by
their respective ships, for fishing in British waters, in contravention of the Convention of
1818. i

2. Both these vessels have been placed before the Prize Court, and I shall report
the proceedings with reference to them as soon as possible, .
' I am, &ec.,
(Signed) E. G. FANSHAWE,
The Secretary of the Admiralty. Vice-Admiral.

(No. 56.) .
Sir, ILML.S. Valorous, Charlotte Town, 3rd Sept., 1870,
I have the honour, in_accordance with your instructions, to report specially the
circumstances under which the schooner Zoam was scized.

The charges against her in order to put her into Court are herewith annexed.

Yesterday evening, late, the officer ol the guard from the Deart brought to my notice
that a schooner, said to be owned by Mr. J. C. Hall, had arrived, sailing under English
colours. I at once took the responsibility of clearing up that question, and placed an
officer on board through the night, relieved at intervals.

Before the boarding officer had boarded, the vessel had made fast to the whart, and
the captain had gone ashore; there was therefore no access to the ships papers till the
morning. -

The register was then found not to agree with the statement ; and when it was stated
that one McGowan, a clerk in the house of J. C. IHall, was the owner, and Mr. Hall, of
the firm of Hall and Meyrick, the agent.

On the Articles various erasures appeared in a different coloured ink, without being
initialed. '
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The tonnage described as 29 tons appeared erroncous.  She was remeasured according
to the rule laid down in the 22nd clause of the Merchant Shipping Act, and found to be
about 35 tons.

Attached to her documents was a receipt for her having paid dues for 40 tons.

With an excess of tonnage of 30 tons she is required by clause 25 of the Merchant
Shipping Act to have her tonnage and registry numbers carved on the main beams
which is not theres neither the name of the owner nor that of the master were on the
register.

The Iatter was put on in a form of certificate by the Collector of Customs dated this
day ; whereas the master, in his deposition before me on oath, averred that he had
commanded her for ten weeks.

The vessel is a fishing vessel, and the master has admitted on oath that he has fished
within the limits.

No bill of sale was forthcoming, although promised by Mr. Hall, but he stated that
Mr. McGowan was absent.

As I felt morally sure that the putting her in a penniless youth's name, the employé
of a foreigner, was a mere subterfuge to cvade the Statute, I seized her on the plea of
not having a British character, and unduly assuming the same.

The other counts, exeepting that as to tonnage, are merely to swell the indictment.

I regret having had again to act in this manner, but these two cascs, with that of the
Lettie, prove that this place is the root of the evil which, if unchecked, would alter
the character of British shipping in this part of the world, and quite cripple the cruisers
employed on the Fisheries by occupying them with irregular vessels instead of protecting
the I'isheries.

I have, &e.
Vice-Admiral Wellesley, C.BI3. (Signed) L. IIARDINGE, Captain.

&e. &e. &e.

[ request that you will, on receipt of this, cause proceedings to be instituted on
behalt of the officers and crew of HL M. S. Vulorous against the schooner Foam, captured
on the 3rd of September, 1870, on the grounds of:

1. “Unduly assuming a British chavacter™ in contravention of clause 103, 17 & 18
Vict. c. 104

2. That the tonnage of the aforesaid schooner is in excess of 29 tons, which is falsely
stated on her register to be her actual tonnage.

3. That the number denoting the register tonnage, and the number of her certificate
of registry, is not deeply carved or otherwise permanently marked on her main beam, as
required by clause 25, 17 & 18 Viel. c. 104

4. 'That the name of the ship and of the port to which she belongs is not painted on
her stern, as required by clause 34, sect. 1, 17 & 18 Vict. c. 104

5. Having fished within the prohibited limits in contravention of 59 Geo. IIL, c. 38,
ship being of a foreign character.

This 3rd day of September, 1870,
(Signed) E. HARDINGE,
Captain H.M.S. Valorous.
To the Queen’s Proctor, or any other Proctor
practising in Vice-Admiralty Court
of Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.

(No. 43.) H.MLS, Plover, Charlottetown,
Sin, Prince Edward Island, 2nd October, 1870.

I have the honour to inform you that on the afternoon of Friday, the 30th of
September, I observed several American schooners fishing in the midst of about fifty
English vessels about a mile from the Tand off’ Long Point, on the north shore of Prince
Edward Island. I captured two of them; one the Gettyburg, of Gloucester, I released
with a warning, as I did not actually sce the fish caught by her crew, although her
master acknowledged having fished ; the other, the Clara F. Friend, of Gloucester,
Massachusetts, U.S., master, Thomas Grady, I detained, and towed here for adjudication.

The position of this ship by-cross bearings when I started in chase was a little under
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two miles from the land, and the Clara F. Friend was quite a mile inside of us; and I~ Caxapa.
captured her about three quarters of a mile from the land.
I have, &e.

Vice-Admiral Wellesley, C.B. (Signed) J. A. POLAND,
Commander.
No. 2. No. 2.
The Admiralty to the Colonial Ojfice.
Sir, Admiralty, 2nd November, 1870.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to
you, for the information of the Sceretary of State for the Colonics, the enclosed extracts -
from a Despatch, No. 14, of the 21st ultimo, from the Admiral commanding on the
North American Station, in regard to the movements of IHer Majesty’s ships employed
in the protection of Canadian Iisheries.

I am, &c,,
The Under-Secretary of State (Signed) THOS. WOLLEY.
for the Colonies.

¢ in No. 2
Enclosure in No. 2. Enclosuro

- » in No. 2.
Extracr from a LETTER of Vick-Apyirau Favsuaws, dated Lloyal Alfred, at

Halifax, 21st October, 1870 (No. 14).

Nivbe. Senior officer Newfoundland, in charge of the Irench Iisheries, was at
St. John'’s on the Tth instant. Commander Pasley reports his intention of visiting
Conception Bay to inquire into alleged destructicn of property on the Irench shore
by fishermen from Labrador.

Dritomart, Royalist, Lapwing, Plover, Cherub, Sphini, have cruised upon the Canadian
coasts, for the protection of those fisheries from American intruders, on the respective
stations assigned to them by my predecessor.

From their reports, I Iearn that the fishing for this scason has, in a great measure,
ceased, and that the foreign vessels have necarly all left the vicinity of the fishing
grounds.

I have already recalled the cruiser Loyalist from the East Coast of Cape Breton, and
one of those (Cherub) stationed on the coast of Prince Edward Island.

The others will be ordered here as soon as I find that their services are no longer
required at the fisheries.

o
NO. O No. 3.

The Colonial Office to the Admiralty.

Sik, Downing Street, 10th November 1870.

I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, for the information
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a Despatch from the Governor-
General of Canada, forwarding a copy of a letter which he had addressed to Vice- , No.247.
Admiral Wellesley, concerning an order of the Privy Council of the Dominion, ex- 1870, pago o,
pressing their appreciation of his services in aiding the Government of Canada in the
protection of the fisheries. The services of Captain Hardinge, of the Vulorous, are

likewise specifically mentioned. I am, &ec,
The Secretary to the Admiralty. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
No. 4. No. 4.
The Admiralty to the Colonial Office.
SIr, Admiralty, 2nd December, 1870.

With reference to your letter of the 13th October last,* containing the views of _* Vide Pre-
the Secrctary of State for the Colonies, as to the legality of the American schooner jmesj ooy,
Clara B. Chapman having transshipped fish and shipped’ provisions in Charlotte Town 187%Lpage 142

Harbour, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit
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. Cwana. 1o you, for the information of the Farl of Kimberley, the enclosed copies of a Despatch,
No. 41, from Viee-Admiral Tanshawe, dated 16th November, and its enclosures,
containing remarks on the question raised in the last paragraph of your letter, as to
whether the admission of United States vessels for similar purposes within the limits
of British jurisdiction renders it difficult to enforce the law against fishing in British
waters.
I am, &c.,
The Under-Secretary of State (Signed) THOS. WOLLEY.
for the Colonies.

, Yaelosures Enclosure in No. 4.
(No. 41.)

SIR, Royal Alfred, Halifax, 16th November, 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th ultimo,
No. 20 M., transmitting, by command of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
for my information and guidance, a copy of a letter from the Colonial Office, dated
13th October, containing the views of the Sccretary of State as to the legality of the
proceedings of the American schooner Clara 3. Chapman, in transshipping fish and
shipping provisions in Charlotte Town Harbour, which proccedings were not, in
dar]l Kimberley’s opinion, a substantial invasion of British rights.

2. In compliance with the directions contained in the second paragraph of your letter,
that 1 should report my opinion on the point raised in the last paragraph of the
Colonial Office letter, as to whether the admission of United States vessels for the above
purposes within the limits of Dritish jurisdiction renders it difficult to enforce the law
against fishing in British waters, I beg to offer the following remarks: '

I. The admission to trade and transship fish of United States vessels which illegally fish
in British waters affords them the means of disposing of the fish they have already
taken, and receiving supplies in return. By thus affording facilities to those who are
bent on breaking the law against fishing in British waters, the difficulty of enforcing the
law is increased.

IL. But the increase of difficulty thus caused appears to have been partial since the
restrictions ‘of the Convention of 1818 have been in some degree enforced; because,
though isolated cases have occurred in which trading has been stopped by the Imperial
and the Dominion vessels, yet, as the interests of the Colonial traders are involved in the
trade, and the local officers have not, in some cases, apparently felt themselves autho-
rized to interfere, and in other cases have not the means to enforce their authority, no
such general or cffectual check to the trade has bheen produced as would, on its
removal, materially affect the difficulty of enforcing the law against illegal fishing.

III, I euclose a copy of a report from Lieutenant Basil Cochrane, commanding
ILM. gunboat DBritomart, and the correspondence resulting from it; and also an
extract from the Iishery Report just received from Commander Knowles, of the
Lapwing, on the “Gut of Canso,” which illustrates the above remark as regards the
Collectors of Customs at those places.

IV. T also enclose another cxtract from Commander Knowles' Fishery Report, on
“Port ITood,” which port, from its being the sole harbour in the neighbourhood, con-
veniently situated for the resort of American fishermen, collects them more to a focus
than is the case at other fishing stations. Here, the law against trading having been
effectually enforced, the catch of the coast fishermen is believed to have been greatly
improved ; though with serious detriment to the general trade of the place.

I have, &ec.,
(Bigned) E. G. FANSHAWE,
Vice-Admiral.
The Secretary of the Admiralty.

[(Nore—These sub-enclosures are already printed as enclosures in Lord Lisgar’s
Despatch, No. 274, of 24th November, 1870, page 7.]

Letter {from Licut. Cochrane to Vice-Admiral Wellesley, C.B., dated H M.G.B. Britomart,

at I'lag’s Cove, Grand Manan Island, 30th Sept., 1870.

a—
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Letter from Vice-Admiral Fanshawe to the Rt. Hon. Sir J. Young, dated Royal Alfred,
at Halifax, 17th October, 1870.

Letter from Sir J. Young to Vice-Admiral Fanshawe, dated Ottawa, Canada, 26th
October, 1870.

Extract from a letter from Commander Knowles, HLM.S. Lapwing, to Vice-Admiral
Fanshawe, Commander-in-Chief, dated 7th November, 1870. No. 104.

Extract from a letter from Commander Knowles, HLM.S. Lapwing, to Vice-Admiral
Fanshawe, Commander-in-Chief, dated 7th November, 1870. No. 104.

No. 5.
The Admiralty to the Colonial Office.

Sir, Admiralty, 23rd December, 1870.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to
you, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the enclosed copy of
a Despatch, No. 55, and its enclosures, from the Vice-Admiral-in command on the
North American Station, containing a Gencral Report on the Protection of Canadian
Fisheries, for the year 1870.

' I am, &ec.
(Signced) VERNON LUSHINGTON.
The Under-Secretary of State
for the Colonies,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosures in No. .

PROTECTION OF CANADIAN IISHERIES.—GENERAIL REPORT FOR 1870.
(No. 55.)
SR, Royal Alfred, Halifax, 22ud November, 1870,

The fishing season on the Canadian coasts having drawn to a close, I beg to for-
ward herewith the reports, in original, from the several officers in command of the ships
employed on this service

In forwarding these reports, I beg leave to offer the following observations :

2. Asstated in my answer (ietter No. 41 of the 16th inst.) to the specific question
put to me in their Lordships™ letter of the 15th October (No. 20 M), I believe that no
great diminution in the difficulty of enforcing the law against illegal fishing was caused
by such additional stringency as could be applied to the prohibition of trade after the
withholding of the licences. Consequently no material increase in the difficulty will
ensue from the relaxation receutly enjoined by the Government.

3. The strong interest that both the resident British traders and the United States
fishermen have in maintaining this trade, would in my opinion render its suppression
extremely difficult, cven were it thought judicious to continue the attempt; whilst the
combination betwcen these two bodies to evade British law, and the sympathies arising
therefrom, must be very undesirable.

4. But though the effect of the prohibition to trade in checking illegal fishing has
been fecble, the irritation produced by it in the United States appears to have been
relatively great. It must, however, be evident that the number of the United States
fishermen who frequent the Ilisheries is too large, and their determination to trespass
upon Colonial Coast I"isheries too general, to admit of the law being maintained without
the adoption of vigorous measures.

5. I am of opinion that the three objects of—

1st. Protection to the Colonial Fisheries ;

2nd. Unrestricted commerce for the Colonial traders;

3rd. Avoidance of all reasonable ground of irritation in the United States—may best
be accomplished by an adequate Colonial Preventive Force, systematically organized, in
which the stationary civil officers and the commanders of the vessels should be furnished
with sufficient powers, and with well-defined instructions.

This would certainly involve a considerable extension of the Colonial means now em-
ployed, and a corresponding increase of expense; but I apprehend that the latter would
be more than compensated by efficient protection to the Colonial fishermen on their own
grounds, and by unrestricted liberty of commerce to the traders. :

6. I think also that proceedings at law would be more simple and more readily

-l

Caxana.

No. 5.

Fauoclosures
in No. 5.
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%n-ought to a termination, where the captor was a Colonial officer, acting under Colonial
aw,

7. The presence of ships of war is necessary so long as ships of war of the United
States are stationed off the coasts; and they are always useful as auxiliaries when so
employed ; but they are not suited for the general requirements of the preventative ser-
vice, w hich should” mainly be carried on by vessels similar in appearance and rig to the
fishing vessels.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) E. FANSHAWE,
The Secretary of the Admiralty. Vice-Admiral.
P.8. A copy of this lctter and the enclosed reports will be forwarded to the Governor-

General of Can ada; and another, with such of the reports as relate to Prince Edward
Island, to the Gov crnor of that coiony.

" ScHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES in Vice-Admiral Fanshawe's letter to the Secretary of the

Admiralty.
No. 55 of 1870.
GENERAL REPORTS ON CANADIAN TISHERIES,

1870. i From To E Subjeet.
1. 18 Nov. | Dritomart | Comm.-in-Chief. | Stations 1 and 2 (Bay of Tundy).
2, 19 ,, Cherub ' Station 2 (East Coast, Bay of Fundy), aud 5 (Prince
Edward Island).
3. 1, Royalist . Station 3 (East Cvast, Cape Breton).
4. T, Lapwing v Station 4 (West COdbt Cape Breton.)
5. 28 July . | Philomel ' Stations 4 and 5 (North Coust, I'rince Edward Island).
6. 18 Nov. | Plover . sy Station, No. 3.
7. 17 Sept. | Valorous v Station, No. 6 (North Coast, New Brunswick).
8.- 15 Nov. | Sphinx . . | Statiou, No. 6.

Reront oy 1TuE Fisneries ox Nos. 1 Axp 2 Srationg, Bay oF Fuxpay.

H.M.G.B. Britomart, at Halifax,
SIR, 18th November, 1870.
I have the honour to report that I arrived in the Bay of Fundy on 27th July,

with orders to relieve ILM.S. Plorer, and take charge of Fishing Station No 1.

Before leaving St. John, N.B,, on st August, I received further orders to relieve the
Cherub, and take char ge of her Station (F uhmw Station No 2) as well.

2. At that time thc only fishing that wqunul looking after was the Mackerel Fishery
in St. Mary Bay, N

The mackerel gener ally strike up the Bay about the middle of August, but this year
they were a ioxtm(rht éarlier than usual. Vessels from all parts of New Blunswwk and
Nova Scotia were cngagcd in the Fishery. At the beginning of August there were a
few Americans in the Bay ; they left immediately they Teceived information there was
a man-of-war ciuizing. The inhabitants on the Nova Scotia Coast, from St. Mary Bay
to Cape Sable, I believe, pxeier the Americans coming in, as they are in the habit of
selling their stores, bait, and ice, and gave them every Information as to my movements.
The ﬁ:.hexmen, very few of whom actually belong to that part of the coast, dislike the
Americans fishing. With a man-of-war in the B.lV of Fundy, occaslonally looking in
to St. Mary Lay, it is not worth an American vessel’s while running the risk of ﬁshmo
there—St. Mary Bay being little over six miles broad in any part which, of course,
greatly increases the danwu of being taken. They also, in the months of Aurrust and
Septembex have got rrood mackerel ﬁshmg on their own coast, off Mount Dcsert their
principal dlfﬁcultv bem‘r want of bait, which they try to obtam at Grand Manan.

The mackerel ﬁshmg is all over about the middle of September. The take this season
was only fair, the fish not biting well, though they were very plentiful.

The mackerel fishing bem" over, ncally all the fishing on Station No. 2 (Nova

Scoha Coast) is much beyond the three-mile limit, prmc1pally on the banks off Cape
Sable, and Seal Island. for cod and halibut. It is carried on all the winter.
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The Americans keep their fish in ice, which they purchase, along with all other
stores, at Nova Scotia ports, pr1nc1pally Stoddart Cove (I‘lao Harbour) and
Yarmouth.

A preventive force on shore would be much more effectual than a man-of-war for
stopplm this infringement of the Treaty.

1n the months of August and September the principal fishing on Station No. 1 is
for hemn«r on the « Rlpphnrrs off Grand Manan, beyond the three-mile limit. The
only inshore fishing being carried on by small boats for cod, pollock, and haddock.

. Between Campobella and Deer Island the American and New Brunswick boats all
ﬁsh towether, and are perfectly good friends. Small boats also cross over {rom Kastport
and Quebcc to the northern head of Grand Manan, and fish along with the Grand
"Manan boats. There are never more than two or three men in a boat.

This would be very difficult to stop entircly, the people on the boundary having the
same names, and being so intermarried, and, of course, the boats carry no papers. A
system of numbermo all British boats was attempted, but did not sacceed, the
Americans immediately copying the numbers. The herring fishing in the Ripplings
was good, the cod and pollock fishing below average.

6. The strict preservation of the spawning Ground at the southern head of Grand
Manan is most important; it i1s well looked alter by Mr. McLaughlin, the -Fishery
Warden at the Southern Head. I called in several times during the close season, from
July to 15th October, and never found a vesscl fishing. Mr. McLaughlin informed me
he had never had so little trouble before to keep the spawning ground clear, and
attributed it to the knowledge the Americans had there was a man of-war cruising in
the Bay.

The good effects of this preservation have been most apparent this year. The Weir
fishing at Grand Manan has been i improving for some time; and this season many of
the Weirs were fishing so well the owners could not get hoats or men enough to take
nearly all the fish out. Mr. Ingwell, who owns the establishment at LonO' Island,
Grand Manan, has filled his smoking-houses, containing 6000 boxes, by the middle of
September, and after that time was converting the herrings into oil and manure. This,
I was informed, was quite a new source of ploﬁt at Grand Manan. The herrings are
crushed to get the oil, the remainder is manure, worth at Boston $14 a ton, on the
spot $10. On Mr. Inm\ ¢ell’s premises twenty-seven barrels of oil had been made by his
men in the week enduw 24th September. ‘

1t takes two howsheads of herrings to make a barrel of oil. Iour barrels of herrings
giving to the }1o<rshead and tw enty-ﬁxe boxes to the barrel ; and about five hogsheads, or
500 bOXCQ, to a ton of manure. At Woodward’s Cove, also. on the eastern side of
Grand Monan, 120 barrels of oil had been made that same week. The oil is valuable
for leather and machinery. ( 4

The manure is equal to guano. At Whitehead Island, the south-eastern island off
Grand Manan, they put up Tast year 190,000 boxes of hemnos and were expecting to
exceed that quantity this scason. The otl1e1 establishments were doing equally well.

The Weir scason commences about the end of August, and continues till the end of
December. ,

I found many of the inhabitants very anxious to have an inspector appointed, who
could brand the herrings, and whose mark would be known and trusted. They thought
that if that were done Gland Manan herrings would soon fetch as high a price as the
celebrated “ Digby Chicks.” At present they fetch little over half.

7. On the 15th October the close scason at the Southern Head being at an end, a
large number of vessels collect about Seal Cove for the herring ﬁshmv There were
between forty and fifty schooners there when I left on 2nd November, At that time
there were no Americans there; these, I heard, had been fishing from these islands, but
left when they found a ,man—of-“ar had arrived. There were many vessels lately
turned over from the American flag, and owned at Eastport and Quebec. They mostly
said they belonged to Deer Island, and all had British registers. Irom St. Andrew’s,
N.B.,, I found our own fishermen disliked these vessels very much.

The very few days the weather had been fine enough to set the nets, the ﬁbhm"‘ had
been exceedingly good, both in Seal Cove and off Three Islands. Three years ago not
a herring used to be cau«rht off the latter place.

The ﬁshimr continues at the Southern Head till about Christmas. The her rings then,
after a short stay at the Northern Head, strike the coast of North Brunswick and
L’Ltang Harbour, the fishing lasting there till March.

8. I found there was very llttlc hshmfr on the coast between L’Etang and Lepreau in

Canapa,
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the summer and autumn. At Beaver Harbour, about the largest settlement on that
coast, they only put up about 2000 boxes of herrings. Their chief deepndence is the
fishing in winter. They have been in the habit of selling frozen herrings to the
Americans, who came there in large schooners of 80 and 100 tons to purchase them,
paying for them in cash. Wherever I went I found the people most anxious to know
whether the Americans were still going to be allowed to come and purchase the frozen
herrings, if they were not they had no other market for them, and the duty was so heavy
they could not afford to take them into American ports themselves. At the same time,
they wished to have the Americans prevented from fishing on their coasts. Mr. Best,
the Fishing Warden at Beaver Harbour, New Brunswick, informed me he often saw
twenty or thirty American vessels fishing; but he has no boat at his disposal, or any
means of preventing it, though he occasionally has been able to seize their nets, when

set very close to shore,

Suggestions for the Improvement and better Protection of the Ilerring Fishery at
Grand Manan.

9. In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest that Mr. McLaughlin should be allowed
a boat and crew. At present he is dependent on a volunteer crew, and has often
difficulty in getting one, cspecially in rough weather; therefore, he cannot always
prevent the infringement of the Fishery Acts, such as setting nets on Sunday, &ec.

Ishould also suggest that his authority should be extended to “ Three Islands,” to
prevent illegal fishing. There is nobody at present in charge there. The Americans,
knowing this, make it a place of resort.

I think if these steps were taken, together with the occasional visit of a man-of-war,
the important herring fishery at the Southern Head of Grand Manan would be effectually
prevented.

" 10. I think it would be most advantageous to Grand Manan if an Inspector of Fish

were appointed to brand the boxes and barrels officially. He also might have charge of

the Weirs, and cnforce the local laws. At present many of the Weirs are much too

close together, especially between Whithead and Cheyne Islands, clearly against sections

3 and 4 of the “Fishery Regulations respecting Fishing in the Rivers and Streams
of the County of Charlotte, New Brunswick.”

11. In accordance with Article 5 of the Fishery Instructions, I beg to enclose the
Pilotage Report of the Navigating Officer.

: I have, &c.,
(Signed)  BASIL COCHRANE,
Vice-Admiral Edward G. Fanshawe, Lieutenant-Commander.
Commander-in-Chief.

REeporT oY FisHERIES Nos. 2 AND 5 FOR THE SEASON oF 1870.

H.M. gunboat Cherub at Halifax,
Sz, 19th November, 1870.
I have the honour to submit my report on Fisheries Nos. 2 and 5 for the past
season. -

During the time I had charge of No. 2 Station the principal fishing was for cod,
halibut, and haddock, and generally took place on the ledges outside the three-mile
Yimit.

Very few vessels were employed on this coast until July, when the mackerel appeared
in St. Mary’s Bay, and a large number of schooners assembled.

Early in April herrings are caught in Annapolis Basin. Our fishermen complain that
the Americans enter the basin and set their nets, there being no man-of-war at that time
of year to prevent them.

I left the station in the beginning of August, and proceeded to No. 5 station under
the orders of Commander Poland of H.M.S. Plover.

The fishing on this coast was almost exclusively for mackerel, and was much visited
by the Americans. The fish have been plentiful and large, but the frequent gales have
greatly interfered with the autumn fishing.

The Canadian Government appears to have adopted the best method of enforcing the

law.
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A few schooners chartered for the season and attached to ships on the Fisheries,
would materially assist in protecting them.

The Collectors of Customs should be called upon to exert themselves in repressing the
illegal practice of supplying provisions, fishing outfits, bait, &ec., to the Americans; and
be desired to apply to the naval commander for assistance if required. I beg res pect-
fully to suggest that a vessel possessing greater steam power than this gunboat be
employed on No. 5 Station in the autumn, as the northerly gales get up very suddenly
with a heavy sea, causing an on-shore current (as mentioned in the Sailing Directions),
which render it necessary to gain an offing on the smallest appearance of bad weather to
avoid getting on a lee shore.

I have, &ec.,

YVice-Admiral E. G. Fanshawe. A . (Signed) NOEL S. F. DIGBY,
&c., &e., &ec. Lieut. and Commander.

RerorT oN FisginG Startion No. 3, East Coast oF CAPE BRETON,

(No. 9.
SIr, ) H.M.S. Royalist, Halifax, 1st November, 1870.
In compliance with directions contained in Article 3 of my Fishery Instructions,
I have the honour to report my experiences of the Fishing season of 1870 on Station
No. 8, East Coast of Cape Breton.

1. The spring mackerel catch was below the average, and bait was very scarce.

2. The autumn mackerel strike was good, and the fish in good condition. Large
quantities were caught by small boats close to the shore, and in the bays and
harbours. <

3. The presernce of a man-of-war on the coast has a very wholesome effect in frighten-
ing off the Americans, who would otherwise encroach and put into harbour for supplies,
which they are not permitted to get; but the vessels best suited for capturing the
encroachers are the Dominion schooners, which are very similar in appearance to the
American fishing vessels, and consequently deceive them as to their character.

4. I would mention that the Collectors of Customs at the places I have been at
informed me that they had no instructions to prevent American fishing vessels from
being supplied with ice, bait, &c.; and I heard that vessels ordered out of harbours by
me had returned after my departure, and taken in the articles which I had forbidden
them from receiving. z

5. I beg leave to enclose a Report by the Navigating Lieutenant on the Navigation and
Pilotage of the station.

I have, &c.,

Vice-Admiral E. G. Fanshawe. (Signed) RICHARD S. BATEMAN,

&c., &e., &ec. : Commander.

Ax~vaL ReporT oN FisERY StaTIoN No. 4.
(No. 104.)
Sz, H.M.S. Lapwing, Halifax, N.S. 7th November, 1870.
In compliance with Article No. 3 of the Iishery Instructions, I have the honour
to make the following report on the state of the Fisheries on No. 4 Station, comprising
the West Coast of Cape Breton and East Coast of Prince Edward Island.

THE EAST COAST OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

‘1. The fishing on this part of the station did not come much under my notice, as it
was confined almost exclusively to East Point, about eight to thirteen miles off' shore,
which was beyond the limits of my station.

PORT HOOD.

" 2. The inshore fishing in the vicinity of this port has, by all accounts, been greatly
above the average, the mackerel coming in through the Gut of Canso about the

commencement of June, when there was an immense catch in this barbour ; they then

went northward towards East Point and off Sea Wolf Island and Chetican,

The herring fishery here has been excellent; the summer herrings came in in July,
the fall herrings for three nights in September, and I believe that as much as 10,000
barrels were caught off Henry Island, and outside Smith’s Island.

CANADA
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The cod fishery here has not been remarkable. This port seems to be a great
harbour of refuge for the American schooners; about fifty of them were frequently at
anchor at a time, and previous to the Treaty large supplics were obtained from the
storekeepers on shore; but owing to the constant presence of a man-of-war the traders
now derive but little, if any, profit.

The general feeling here is that the abrogation of the license system and stringent
manner in which the laws have been enforced, have had the effect of greatly improving
the catch of the inshore and coast fishermen. '

SEA WOLF ISLAXND.

3. The best fishing ground in this neighbourhood is off the east end of the island and
off Broad Cove, where a portion of the American fleet fished for a few days during the
month of September ; but this locality is but little frequented.

I may here add, that a company (Grange, Connor, and Co.), have an establishment on
the island for curing mackerel ; on the same principle the salmon are cured during
their season in the Margaree River. The company obtain their fish from inshore
fishermen.

COETICAN.

4. The principal fishing ground for mackerel in this neighbourhood appears to be off
Friar Head ; but very few American vesscls have been seen here this season, and the
catch has been very limited. There is a large establishment on this island for curing
cod-fish (owned by a Jersey company, Philip Robin and Co.), which are very plentiful on
the banks off the island. The mackerel begin here in August, and go north at the end
of October.

In spring there are a few herrings here, but no “fall herrings;” the cod is the staple
of export. )

GUT OF CANSO.

5. This high road to the fishing grounds seems to have been very much overlooked.
There is scarcely ever a man-of-war there except when passing through, and the
collectors of customs find it impossible to enforce their authority, having no force to
assist them. The sympathies of the inhabitants are entirely with the Americans, as the
schooners are principally manned by men who are natives of the Strait of Canso. The
storekeepers and traders derive a large profit from their intercourse with the crews.

GENERAL REMARES.

6. Remarking generally on the means adopted for the more effectual protection of
the fisheries, I would beg to submit that in my opinion an increased number of Dominion
schooners, rigged and equipped in all respects similar to the fishing vessels, and attached
as tenders to a stationary man-of-war in one of the principal ports in the bay, would be
least expensive, and would carry out in a more effectual manner the ideas of the Govern-
ment for the suppression of the encroachments of the American fishermen. »

I consider also that it is most important that all vessels employed in the fishing trade
should be compelled not only to show, but to hoist their colours when in the presence
of a man-of-war, as great difficulty is experienced among a large fleet in distinguishing
American from the Colonial vessels.

The bait with which the Americans are supplied is far superior to any which can be
procured in this country, to which may be attributed in a great measure the success of
the Americans previously to the recent restrictions; although even now the local fisher-
men complain that they have no chance while an American schooner is fishing near
them. : -

In conclusion, I would point out that the collector of customs at my head-quarters at
Port Hood has complained to me, that as he has no boat or men at his disposal, he is .
utterly unable to enforce his authority. This would appear to be a matter of great
importance to the local interests of the port.

. I have, &c.,
f (Signed) CHARLES G. F. KNOWLES,

Vice-Admiral Fanshawe, Commander

&.  &c. &c.
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Report oN Fisueries called for by ARrTICLE 3 of FIsnERY INSTRUCTIONS,

(No. 5.)
Sir, H.M.S. Plilomel, at Halifax, N.S,, 28th July, 1870.

1. In accordance with Article 3, Fishery Instructions, I beg to report on the
Stations Nos. 4 and 5. Owing to the short time I was employed on the fisheries, from
June 27th to July 21st, and the fact that the fishing on the station I was employed on
does not commence till the end of June or beginning of July, I have. but little to
communicate.

2. From information received at the'Magdalen Islands, I was given to understand that
the herring fishery had been a failure; owing to the quantity of ice at that place the
vessels could not reach there in time, and by the time the vessels reached there the
herrings had gone.

3. The mackerel fishing had commenced off the coast of Prince Edward Island about
the 15th of July, and schooners were arriving constantly from the Gut of Canso, as we
found when off Surveyor Point, near East Point.

4. With regard to the best means to be adopted for protection of the fisherics, I would
suggest that cruisers should cruise at night-time, without lights, within the three-mile
boundary. They would then be able to make scizures of interlopers and foreigners; for
nothing but vigorous measures and constant seizures will ever deter the Americans from
fishing.

In the day-time a chance of seizure is almost hopeless, as the vessels haver within the
boundary with the main-sheet aft, head-sails down, head to wind; but on a cruiser
being seen, they immediately hoist their head-sails, and get on to a debatable position ;
hut at night-time, by putting out all lights, they might be easily detected fishing, and
consequently seized ; and such a course alone must be adojted to effectually protect the
fisherics. Subjoined is a list of vesscls boarded, and the Navigating Officer’s Report on
the Pilotage.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) DOUGLAS WALKER,

Vice-Admiral Wellesley, C.B3,, . Commander,
Commander-in-Chiel.

CaAxaDA,
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Fixar Fisuixe Report, STaTION No. 5.
(No. 50.) _ HM.S. Plocer, at Charlottetown, P.E.L,

Sir, 18th November, 1870.

The fishing on this station (No. 5) is almost entirely for mackerel, and is carried
on near the shore on the north and east coasts of this island, according to the direction
and strength of the wind, but chiefly between East and Long Points; the fishermen also
much frequent the neighbourhood of North Point early in the season. The fishing
grounds extend to as much as fifteen miles from the shore at times, especially after
blowing weather, and the fish sometimes close in 1o within a mile, when the wind is
light.

2. The schooners can only fish when the wind is off shore, in order that they may
have room to drift and have smooth water.

3. The American vessels began to make their appearance the first week in August,
and then increased to above a hundred about the middle of September, after which they
decreased until the middle of October, when they had nearly all left. The catch this
year is reported to have been one of the worst for many years, although a few of the
schooners were tolerably successful, but they were the exception.

4. With regard to the encroachments of the United States fishing vessels, it seems to
me impossible to prevent it with Her Majesty’s cruisers alone, as they being in general
the only square-rigged and large vessels on the coast, can be distinguished miles off, and
the foreigners have ample warning to get well off shore before the cruiser can approach
near to them. If a schooner similar to the fishing ones was attached as tender to each
ship, and was to cruise with the fishing fleets, it would, I think, effectually put a stop to
illegal fishing. These schooners could be armed with a boat’s gun, and manned and
provisioned as an ordinary boat from the ship to which they were attached.

5. The Canadian Government might be induced to furnish these vessels if Her
Majesty’s Government did not think fit to purchase them. They should be furnished
with a few empty fish barrels on deck, and made to look as much like an ordinary
fishing vessel as possible.  Lvery facility is given in the ports of this island to foreigners
for obtaining and replenishing their stock of stores and necessaries for fishing.

6. This, if the Treaty is intended to be strictly enforced,should not be allowed, as if it
is wished to drive the United States fishermen from these waters, they will then be
obliged to return home for supplies. Cod fishing is carried on toa slwht extent, but
only in deep water, and entirely by English vessels.

I made one captme during the season, the Clura Iriend, of Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts I took her within a mile of the show, where she was fishing with two or
thlee other Americans in the midst of a large fleet of schooners.

. The Cherub gunboat was placed for some time under my orders on this station, and
was prmcq)ally employed about Cascumpique and North Point. I beg to bring to your
notice the ready and efficient manner in which Lieutenant Dighy invariably carried out
my orders.

9. The United States men-of-war Frolic, Letpsic, and Guard were employed on this
station during this season, and I have much pleasure in stating that a mutual very good
feeling was established between us, and their presence tended much to check irregu-
larities on the part of their fishermen. There was little or no fishing on Station No. 4
whilst under my charge.

10. I beg to suggest that copies of the reports should he furnished to Commanders
on taking charge of the stations, in order that they may have advantage of therr
predecessor’s experience.

11. I do not agree with Captain Walker's suggestion of *“night cruising without
lights,” as the fish do not bite beyond an hour altor sunsct, and the fishermen nearly
always anchor at night, besides there would be a considerable bill for damages should a
vessel be run down, “the cruiser having no lights up.

P.3.—I beg to enclose a list of vessels boarded.
I have, &ec.,

Vice-Admiral Edward G. Fanshawe, (Signed) JAMES A. POLAND,
Commander-in-Chief, Commander.

(TANADA.
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(No. 63.) Report ox Fisneries—Tisinyg Station No. 6.

Sir, H.M.S. Valorous, Halifax, 17th September, 1870.
Agreeably to Article 3 of your Instructions, dated 3rd May last, I have the honour
to make the following report:

Owing to the seizure of the schooner S. G. Marshall, on the 31st July, the ship has
been much detained at Charlottetown in prosecuting her to condemnation.

In consequence of the evidence obtained of various vessels in the employ of, and
belonging to, Mr. J. C. Hall, an American citizen, doing business in Charlottetown,
being illegally registered, and wearing FEnglish colours, to enable them to prosecute the
inshore fishery, my attention has been greatly given to the detection of these irregular
vessels.

The presence of a ship of war at Charlottetown I consider would be of great assistance
in exercising supervision, and checking those frauds on the Statutes.

This port being on no fishing station is rarely visited, and in consequence the
officials to whom it was my duty to apply were unable to render me the assistance I
required.

In exercising a supervision over the shipping here, which is much wanted, owing to
the class of persons who form the Customs authorities, and who here are appointed
solely from political reasons, the irregular vessels would in time be suppressed.

It must be remembered that these irregularly-owned vessels are fitted out to obtain
their cargoes in a short space of time, e.g., the S. G. Marshall had on board two seines—
one of 200 fathoms long and 18 feet deep, the other 100 fathoms in length and 12 feet
in depth. The cost of the first one was about £400, the smaller one about £200,

In addition she had four boats.

In evidence, the master stated that if he had remained where he was taken he woul
have filled his vessel in forty-eight hours.

With regard ta the Iishery on No. 6 Station I have, owing to the limited space of

time actively employed, but little to record.

The cod fishery was a good average catch from the Bay of Chaleur along the coast
to Peter Point.

The mackerel fishery was hardly an average, if the American fishermen are to be

- believed.

The English vessels made good catches off Bathurst and other places close to the
shore where the fish schooled.

By this I do not mean it to be inferred that the American fishermen do not fish inside
the limit and share in all the advantages of the in-shore fishing.

I have seen as many as thirteen vessels at one moment fishing close in-shore, but of
course the whole were outside the limit before they could be approached.

The inhabitants of Port Danicl complained that prior to this season the Americans
were in the habit of hauling their scines in the bay, greatly to the loss aud impoverish-
ment of the inhabitants.

The inhabitants of Gaspé Basin and the neighbourhood complained of the behaviour
of an American, Mr. Ebenezer Marshall, of the schooner S. 7' Murshall, last year. They

stated that he hauled his large seines on Sandy Beach, forming the harbour, and had

brought to land large numbers of young cod-fish which, were useless to him.

The spot always had been a favoured breeding place for the cod, and they feared that
its character would be totally changed and great loss to them ensue if that practice was
pursued. ‘

They also stated that they feared the mackerel would avoid the bay for a season if
the seining was persisted in. :

With regard to the best method of protecting the fisheries during the ensuing season,
I beg to make this suggestion : :

That in the Gulf of St, Lawrence the Stations 4, 5 and 6 be placed under a Senior
Officer, so that any one of the cruisers under the altered system might be able to refer
any question or difficulty to him. The Senior Officer would then be able to clear up
questions and explain matters of a delicate character on the spot..

He also would be able to relieve the cruiser in the event of ‘a capture having been,_y |

made by her, by receiving the necessary witnesses on board instead of the capturing ship
being kept off her station for a length of time.

CaNava.
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The fact of being able to communicate on the spot with a superior immediately
engaged in the same duty would naturally strengthen the position of those engaged
in an arduous duty of this character for the first time, and lessen the isolation now
experienced.

In my opinion, it requires a personal acquaintance with those engaged in the fisheries,
and also a knowledge of the class of officials met with, to be able to deteet the subter-
fuges to which they have recourse in order to gain their ends.

With respect to the Dominion cruisers and their fitness for the duty required of them,
I am prompted to make the following remarks :

Of those which I have fallen in with, the Llla T. Maclean draws too much water to be
a serviceable cruiser.

The England is too indifferent a sailor to be of much service.,

I observe that I have omitted to mention that the master of the S. 7% Marshall last
vear—and complained of to me—is the same Ibenezer Marshall in command of her
when captured.

I have, &c,

Vice-Admiral G. Wellesley, C.B,, (Signed) E. 1ARDINGE,
&e. &e. &e. Captain.

tEporT o8 THE Fisnenries Starioy No. 6, Nontit Coast oF NEw BruNswick.

(No. 17.)

S, H.M.S. Sphine, Halifax, 15th November, 1870,

With reference to Article 3 of the Fishery Instructions, I have to inform you
that the most plentiful sorts of fish on the western coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence
are salmon, cod, ling, mackerel, and herring; and the best baits that are used for
catching them are small kinds of fish, which are casily obtained by dragging those
parts of rivers which becoine small pools at low water.

Salmon, cod, and ling are found at the mouths of rivers where these boats are, and in
about the same proportion of number. Mackerel and herring naturally come into
shallow water at certain seasons to spawn, and are then iu the best condition for human
food ; but they can be enticed, and very easily if along a bank, to more than three
miles from the coast, and then caught there by a vessel standing out to sca and throwing
overboard large quantities of bait as she goes along. '

These fish are cured and packed on board the fishing vessels directly they are caught,
it being necessary to do so in order to preserve them. As the nearest principal markets
for the sale of fish are New York and Boston, and as there is 2 tax in the United States
on fish landed from DBritish vessels, but none from American, and as fish are more
plentiful near the coast, it follows that the fishing business on this coast is most profit-
able when it can be carried on close to the shore and under American colours.  Also,
as fishing is apparently most profitable under American colours, and there is an
American law which prevents a British-built ship from ever being able to sail under
American colours, it follows that the shipbuilders in the United States have a better
market for their fishing schooners than the British. On the other hand, it is a disad-
vantage to the United States Government for vessels to fish under their flag, for they
lose the tax which they would get were the fish to be landed at their seaports from
British vessels instead of American. ,

The residents about the west coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence haveinformed me that
their in-shore fishing this scason has been good, and that they attribute this in a great
measure to the American fishing schooners having been kept off the coast. Large numbers
of these schooners have been fishing in the Galf of St. Lawrence this year,and have been
frequently seen doing so within three miles of the coast, notwithstanding the precautions
that have been taken to prevent them.  These fishing schooners generally go about in
fleets, and their erews are made up of a mixture of all nations, with but a few lond-fide
Americans among them. These men received no wages but a certain share of the
proceeds of the sale of the fish caught during the scason.

I think that the most effectual plan which could be adopted in the ensuing year for
the protection of Canadian Fisheries would be, to put up a telegraph wire along the
coast, with a station at every post-office, and to station small steam schoouers as follows :

The one at Shippegan should be of such light draught of water, as to be able to pass
through Shippegan Gully.

One between Cape Rosier and Cape Despair head-quarters at Porce.
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One between Cape Despair and the river Bonaventure head-quarters, Port Danvill.

One between Bathurst and Peemouche Gully head-quarters, Shippegar.

One between Pamouche Gully and Richibucto Head head-quarters, off Portage
Island.

One between Richibucto IIead and Pictou ; and North Point, Prince Edward Island,
and Charlottetown head-quarters, Egmont Bay.

Also a man-of-war for the whole coast, with head-quarters either at Gasp¢, Charlotte-
town, or Pictou; these being almost the only safe anchorages where a large vessel can
lie in bad weather.

The places that I have suggested as head-quarters for the small vessels are those to
which the American schooners generally go with the plea of seeking for shelter from
bad weather, and where bait can be purchascd and cargoes transshipped. Vessels thus
stationed could be summoned by telegraph to any part of the coast where foreign vessels
might be seen fishing. If a man-of-war be employed next year for the protection of
Canadian Fisherics, I recommend that it should be commanded by an officer in whose
judgment and discretion sufficient confidence can be placed, as neither to be obliged to
restrict him to the limited spced of five knots per hour, nor to the limited period of
forty-cight hours at anchor; for these fishing schooners sail very fast, and he would
probably find that the only way of detecting them in the act of fishing within three miles
of the coast would be by coming up to them about daylight, as suddenly and as rapidly
as he possibly could. And if they should see a man-of-war at anchor at any place they
might want to go to, they could easily avoid her by standing out to sea for forty-eight
hours and afterwards rcturning. I also think, that if a telegraph were put up along the
coast, it would be preferable for the vessels employed for the protection of the fisheries
to remain at anchor as near a telegraph station as possible, ready to start off as fast as
possible to any place they might be summoned to, than to cruise about at sea under
sail.

It would be, in my opinion, of great assistance to the officers in command of vessels
employed in the protection of the fisheries, if they were furnished with the names of all
vessels that cleared the Customs, of the various ports of the Dominion of Canada and
Prince Edward Island, and if the following laws were to be passed and enforced :

Ist. That no vessel should be allowed to leave a British port without an ensign
flying. '

2nd. That no person in Canada should be allowed either to sell bait to, or in any way
assist to procure it for, any person connected with a foreign fishing vessel.

3rd. That all small vessels and fishing boats supposed to carry an ensign should be
obliged to have both on their sails and bows a mark that would render their ownership
and nationality to be easily distinguished ; for I think it quite possible that a foreign
vessel, after cleared out for trading purposes, and having attached to her a large number
of boats and men, might anchor off the Canadian coast, and without actually fishing
herself, employ her boats and men in doing so, if proper precautions are not taken in
time to prevent it.

I also think that it would be an assistance to navigators if, for the future, in placing
buoys to mark narrow channels into harbours, black and red buoys were to be placed
on the right side going into harbour, and white and chequered buoys on the left.

I herewith enclose the Navigating Lieutenant’s Report in compliance with Article 5
of the I'ishery Instructions.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) H. B. PHILLIMORE, Captain.
To Vice-Admiral FFanshawe, .
Commander-in-Chief,
Halifax.

CaNADA.
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CORRESPONDENCE

BETWEEN

The Colonial Office and the Foreign Office.

No. 1.

The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office.
(Confidential.)
SIR, Foreign Office, 1st November, 1870.
With refcrence to Mr. Otway’s letter of the 29th of September,* I am directed
by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of Kimberley, copies
of a Despatch, and of its enclosures from Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington,
respecting the Canadian Fisheries question.

I am, &e,,
The Under-Secretary of State, (Signed) E. HAMMOND.
Colonial Office.
Enclosure in No. 1.
(No. 413.) .
My Lorp, Washington, 17th October, 1870.

With reference to my confidential Despatch, No. 374, of the 12th ult, I have
the honour to enclose copy of a Despatch which I have received from the Governor-
General of Canada, in reply to mine of the 12th ult., in which His Excellency encloses
copy of a Minute received from the Privy Council of Canada, on the subject of the inter-
pretation of the Treaty of 1818, rclative to the right of American fishing vessels to
enter the commercial ports of that country, in which it is stated that the arguments
made use of by Mr. Fish will be carefully considered, but that the Canadian
Government deem it desirable to consult with Her Majesty’s Government upon the
question at issue.

I have confidentially communicated the substance of the Minute to Mr. Fish, who,
however, I regret to find does not scem disposed to admit of any delay or even discussion
upon the subject, but states in pretty plain terms that American citizens have alrcady
during the fishing scason now ending suffered such serious losses from the proceedings
of the Canadian Authorities, that the United States will be under the necessity of
retaliating upon Canada by withdrawing the privilege now enjoyed of transporting
goods in houd from Portland through the United States to the Canadian fronticer.

Whether Mr. Fish really means what he says, or is merely parading a menace for
the purpose of influencing the decision of the Canadian Government with regard to the
question at issuc, it is difficult to discover. There is no doubt, however, that the
American fishermen are returning from their labours, having had but scanty success and
in very bad humour. They have long heen accustomed, bv means of the Reciprocity
Treaty, and subsequently by the system of licences, to the enjoyment of the valuable
in-shore fisheries, and to the unlimited use of the Canadian ports, Even the tauking out
of licences was not very rigorously enforced, and many vessels enjoyed cqual privileges
with the Canadians themselves without even the formality of a licence, besides the
advantage of sending the result of their labours to the United States markets duty free.
They have now been excluded the three-mile limit as far as the Treaty of 1818 justifies
their exclusion, and are prevented by the interpretation of that Treaty, with regard to.
their entry into the commercial ports of Canada for the purpose of transshipping fish, &e.,
from securing from the deep-sea fisheries that profit which they could otherwise count
upon with certainty, both from the quantity of fish and its immunity from the payment
of duty.

They complain, too, that notwithstanding the instructions given to cruisers to make
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no captures unless vessels are found within the prohibited three miles and in the act of Caxana.
fishing, many of them have been scized although they were not fishing; that the ——
evidence of the crews of the captured vessels has been allowed no weight, whilst the
vessels have been condemned on that of interested captors; and that, contrary to the
principles and spirit of English and American jurisprudence, those accused of violations
of the law have been made to bear the burthen of proving their innocence.

However unfounded and unjust these complaints may be, there is no doubt of the
influence which the American fishermen exercise in the New England states, which is
even more powerful at a time when elections for Congress are in progress, as is the case

just now ; and I cannot doubt that during the next session of Congress many violent
- speeches will be made upon the subject and retaliatory measures proposed; and it is
not impossible that, by way of anticipating such proposals, Government may decide
upon taking steps which will tend to increase the irritation already existing between
Canada and the United States, and to delay the amicable arrangement of the troublesome
questions arising out of the fisheries.

I have, &c.,
The Earl Granville, K.G. ’ (Signed) E. THORNTON.
(No. 70.)
Siz, Montreal, Canada, October 11th, 1870.

With reference to your confidential Despatch of September 12th (No. 45), on
the subject of the interpretation of the Treaty of 1818, which I submitted in confidence
to the Privy Council of the Dominion, I have now the honour to enclose a copy of a
Minute which I have received in reply to your communication.

I have, &c.,
Sir E. Thornton, K.C.B. (Signed) JOHN YOUNG.

Cory of a REPORT of a Committee of the Honourable the PrIvy CouxoiL, approved by
His' Excellency the GovERNOR-GENERAL, on the 10th day of October, 1870.

The Committee of the Privy Council have had under their consideration a confidential
Despatch to Your Excellency from Sir E. Thornton, Her Majesty’s Minister in the United
States of America, on the subject of the interpretation of the Treaty of 1818 between Great
Britain_and the United States, and they respectfully recommend that, whilst thanking
Sir E. Thornton for the information conveyed in his Despatch, and assuring him that the
arguments of Mr. Fish shall receive the early and careful consideration of the Canadian
Government, Your Excellency should acquaint him that as a question has arisen as to
the legal construction to be given to the Treaty of 1818, the Canadian Government
think it desirable to confer with Her Majesty’s Government on the important points
at issuc before giving Your Excellency any advice on the subject of Sir E. Thornton’s

Despatch.
[Certified)
(Signed) W. H. LEE,
Clerk Privy Council, Canada.
No. 2. No. 2.
Tre Colowial Office to the Foreign Qffice. |
Sig, Downing Street, Tth November, 1870.

I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, for the information y_ s soum
of Earl Granville, a copy of a Despatch from the Governor of Canada, reporting the oct. 187,
seizure of the United States fishing vessel A. J. Franklin. pgol
‘ Iam, &ec.,
The Right Hon. E. Hammond. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.

F2
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Claxapa,
No. 3. No. 3.
The Colonial Office to the Foreign Office.
S, Downing Street, Sth November, 1870.
Jite . I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to vou, to be laid before
nilty Tater Laarl Granville, a copy of a Despatch with enclosures reccived through the Admiralty
or2nd Xoo - from the Vice-Admiral commanding on the North American station, reporting the
vember, 1870, . . N ~. *
paze 15, seizure of the two United States schooners the Zvam and the Clara I, Friend.
I am, &,
The Right Honourable E. IlTammond. (Signed) . T. HOLLAND.
&e. &e.
No. 4. No. 4.
The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office.
S, Foreign Office, 11th November, 1870.
* Vide Pre- WWith reference to your letter of the Ist ultimo® I am dirccted by Earl

‘ious Paper. AR 1 . : 3 e . e . . 1
St gaber Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of Kimberley, the accompanying

1570ngo202. copies of a Despatch f{rom Sir E. Thornton and its enclosure, respecting the proposed
No.424,  Canadian Fishery Commission, :
2;1)(1) Qetober, I m. &e
1870. b/ *
The Under-Secretary of State, (Signed) ODO RUSSELL.
Colonial Office.

Endosure Enclosure in No. 4.
in No. 4.
(No. 424)

My Loz, : Washington, 24th October, 1870.

With reference to your Lordship’s Despatch (No. 94) of the 8th inst., I have the
honour to enclose copy of a letter which I have addressed to Sir John Young, informing
His Excellency that your Lordship had instructed me to communicate with him before
making any application to the Government of the United States relative to the appoint-
ment of a joint commission, with the object of inquiring what ought to be the geo-
graphical limits of the exclusive fisheries of the British North American Colonies.

I have, &c.,

The Earl Granville, K.G. (Signed) E. THORNTON.
(No. 49.)
S1z, Washington, 20th October, 1870.

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I received last night a
Despatch from Earl Granville, enclosing copy of a Despatch addressed to you by Lord
¢ sctually Kimberley under date of* , transmitting to you copy of a
;‘)’l“‘d th _ memorandum which has also been forwarded to me on the subject of the appointment
ctober, 1870, R .. . . . . . : Lo
sent o For. ~ of a commission with the object of inquiring what ought to be the geographical limits
Girear;.  of the exclusive fisheries of the British North American Colonies.
vatdy in Sep-  In compliance with Lord Kimberley’s wishes, Earl Granville has iustructed me to
tember. communicate with your Excellency before bringing the matter referred to in the
memorandum under the consideration of the Government of the United States.
I shall therefore have much pleasure in receiving from your Excellency any observa-
tions which you may wish to make upon the subject before proceeding to carry out
Lord Granville’s instructions.
I have, &ec.,
His Excellency the Right Honourable (Signed) E. THORNTON.
Sir John Young, Bart.




NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES. 37

No. 5 CANADA.

The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office. No. 5.

SIr, Foreign Office, 11th November, 1870.

I am directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of
Kimberley, the accompanying copies of a Despatch from Sir E. Thornton, and its po T,
enclosures, respecting the Canadian fisheries. onen

1870.
I am, &c., -
The Under-Secretary of State, (Signed) ODO RUSSELL.
Colonial Office.
(No. 427.) Enclosures in No, 5. Enclosure
My Lorp, in No. 5.

Washington, 24th October, 1870.

I have the honour to enclose a printed copy of the substance of a speech recently
made by General Benjamin I, Butler, at Salem, in Massachusetts, in which he com-
ments in pretty severe terms upon the action of the Canadian Government, with reference
to the United States fishermen. who pursue their calling in the seas adjacent to the
Canadian coast.

General Butler does not very clearly lay down the particular grievances of which the
fishermen think they have to complain; but, as a remedy for whatever they may be, he
recommends two modes of treating the matter: one, that the fishermen should take the
law into their own bhands; and the other, that the United States should have no farther
intercourse with Canada.

Made on the eve of the elections in Massachusetts, General Butler’s speech is of
course principally for electioneering purposes; but I presume that it will be followed
by similar declamations during the approaching session of Congress.

The same newspaper, which thus publishes an extract from General Butler’s speech,
has a leading article, a copy of which I also enclose, which, although it stigmatises the
conduct of the authoritics of the Dominion as unfriendly, deprecates the affair being
considered a casus belli.

I have, &c.,
The Earl Granville, K.G. (Signed) E. THORNTON.

WasniyeroN “ Dairy ReruBricay,” 21st October, 1870,
“ FISH OR NO FISH?
¢ BEN, BUTLER'S LAST SPEECI TO LIS CONSTITUENTS.

“ He Denounces the Canadians for Seizing Our TFishing Boats, and Recommends the
“ Men of Salem to Fighi for their Rights.

“ We announced in yesterday’s issue the re-nomination of Benjamin Butler for Con-
“ gress, and that he had made a speech to the Convention. To-day we have received
“a copy of the General’s remarks, and we extract from them the following, embracing
¢ the spice and force of his address. ‘

« After his nomination he was called before the Convention, and after making some
¢ reference to his past course and triumphs, he said : ‘ :

“¢] have been enabled in some slight degree to sustain the great, the one great
« ¢interest of this district—the fishing interest—which is now being threatened by
“¢Canada; and perhaps you will pardon me if I refer to this more at length for a
“ ¢moment, for I find the matter is not very clearly understood.

¢ When the Revolutionary War ended, the question came up, * What shall be the
“ ‘rights of the new nation—the United States—in the fisheries which they have
“¢for some time enjoyed in common with the inhabitants of Canada?’ General
“ ¢ Adams then said, and he repeated it in 1812, that he would rather continue the
“ ¢war than give up the right to the fisheries; and it was agreed then that we should
“ ¢ have the right of fisheries, and we enjoyed that free right down to the war of 1812,
“ ¢When that war was ended no reference was made in the treaty to the fisheries, and
“ ¢of course we stuck to our rights until we were interfered with in 1818, An agree-
“ ‘ment was then made giving Great Britain jurisdiction within three miles of the
“¢Jand : and the reason why this distance was taken into the international law was
“ ¢that it was supposed to be beyond reach of all guns; and so it was in that day, that
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“ ¢land being the common and ordinary line of jurisdiction such as we claim our-
“¢selves. It was established by Great Britain in 1818 that we should not fish within
“ ‘three miles of the shore, bays, and gulfs of the provinces; but the difficulty was
“ ¢ that they did not define where that three miles should be drawn, and long afterward
“ ¢ pretension was set up by the Canadian authoritics that the line should be run
*“ “from headland to headland, enclosing the bays, which means that they undertook
“ <to shut up several harbours of refuge where we should have been more than three
“ “miles from the actual shore land.

“ “Well, before 1845 there was a seizure and confiscation of our vessels for fishing
* ¢in Canadian waters. Then came the Reciprocity Treaty, which gave the Canadians
* “an advantage over our own fishermen, and in one year Great Britain imported into our
« ¢ country 1.000.000 of fish. Nor was the treaty of reciprocity a fair one in other respects,
* ¢hecause Canada agreed that there should be reciprocal dutics, and that there should
“¢he higher and other duties paid by us than by inhabitants of Great Britain on
“ ‘importations into Canada. But she afterwards altered her laws, and required that
““ ¢duties should be caleulated upon the amount of transportation, which was a very
‘“ ‘unjust proceeding. What is to be done with England? Great Britain schemed
“ <in this; she favoured the South during the war, and hoped by annoying us in Canada
“‘at the same time to close us between two belligerent powers; but she failed in her
“¢scheme in the South. It remains for us to say whether she shall not fail in her
* “scheme in the North also.  Law after law has been passed, Act after Act enacted
“ <Ly the Canadian Government to interfere with our fishermen, to deprive them
“ “of supplics, of the benefit of a refuge in storms, and within a few years vessels
“ *belonging to this district and to the State of Massachusetts have been seized for no
“ cother reason than for buying provisions in a British port.

¢ Grreat Britain, professing to be our friend, that fitted out the 4Alibema and other
“¢ cruisers, and allowed them to prey upon our commerce, to-day refuses to allow a
¢ fishcrman to enter her harbours, and yet she calls herself a friendly nation! I shall
“¢continue to vote against any renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty. I am not for renewing
*“ ¢ the Reciprocity Treaty. If Canada wants the advantage of our trade, of our commerce,
““of our lands, of our intercst, and of our prosperity, let her become a part of us.
“ ‘[Applause.] We grant no marriage privilege until after the marriage rites have taken
“place. [Applaunse.] To-day we are in that difficulty as regards the prosperity of this
* ¢ district. These six vessels which have been seized belong to this district, and two
“¢others belonging in different parts of the State, which, with the necessary costs and
* ¢ damage, represent more than $£100,000. This question, thercfore, becomes a very
“¢arave one, and the Administration have in some cases undertaken active measures in
‘“hehalf of property seized.  Immediately upen the first scizure information came to
“¢me in a form I could not very well use. I put the subject before the House of Repre-
‘< sentatives, and a resolution was unanimously passed, calling upon the Government
“‘to take most active and stringent measures to prevent the occurrence of such outrages.

“¢The Government, which could not treat with Canada, that being a subject Power,
‘¢ immediately called upon the British Minister for explanation. The British Minister
“‘then made known the ground of complaint to the Impertal Government at home, and
“*the Imperial Government inquires of the matter of Canada, and the Canadian Autho-
“‘ritics sent back word to the Imperial Government, and that goes to the Imperial
«<Minister. This has to be done in every case, and it will take months and months for
“-any case to get settled. The Canadian Government denies that any wrong has been
“<done, and so the question of course remains open for investigation. But the chief
¢ difficulty is that, in the meantime, our vesscls are being seized, and our business is
“¢heing interfered with, I have seen the President of the United States on this subject
“¢during his present visit to New England, and he has given me an assurance that every-
‘¢ thing that can possibly be done shall be done to avoid fresh difficulties, and to settle
“¢the existing ones. Great Britain claims she has a right to do as she has done.

“rlir PROBLEM SOLVED,

“‘There seems to be but two solutions to this matter—one, that we take the matter in
*¢ our owu hands and defend ourselves. This is very easily done, and a single shot fired
““in answer to the British gun calling our vessels to heave to will bring the matter to
“‘the crisis. If we should get hold of one of those British cutters, and bring her into a
¢ United States port,and try the men for piracy, for their actions have been nothing less,
¢« perhaps the diplomats would fly a little faster. [Applause.] There is another remedy
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“<open to us. Looking at the question irrespective of the question of legal right, these
<¢¢acts of the Canadian Government are annoying acts, and unfriendly acts. Suppose, for
“¢a moment, that they are in the right; then, if they are taking advantage of their legal
¢ ¢rights only, their acts are unfriendly and unneighbourly. If an individual, who is
“¢‘your neighbour, and whose farm and premises adjoin your house, and if; on the
“« ¢ extreme verge of his land he builds a high fence, shutting out the light from your
¢“¢window, he may have a right to do it, and if he did it for the purpose of obscuring
“¢your light, what would you do with him? You camnot sue him. What is your
““remedy ? Why, you would consider him to be a bad neighbour, and you would have
““¢no further intercourse with him.

¢ ¢So with Great Britain. This is not an act of war on her part unless she chooses to
“ ‘make it so; and if she does, why, then, so be it. Let us say to her, we will have non-
“<intercourse so long as the Alabama claims are unsettled. We can afford to wait, and
“<gshe will be the loser. I have given you this sketch of the latter. It is a matter of
“ ¢ yery grave moment to us and to the country at large; but let me assure you that the
¢ Administration is doing everything that it can to settle the matter.””

WasaixgToN ““ DatLy Repusricay,” 21st OcroBer, 1870.
“ BEy. BurLer ox THE WAR Patn.

« Ben. Butler is sure to be a member of the next House. As announced in our
¢ despatches yesterday, he has been nominated once more without opposition, he has made
“his opening speech, declaring his new platform, and he has struck a key which has
“ found a hearty response among his constituents. He has done everything with a skill
¢ and forethought which seem to leave no doubt of his triumphant success.

“ It was getting stupidly dull down in Butler’s district, and the great master of artful
« dodging found it nccessary to do something that would stir up his constituents. To
“uyse a term familiar to newspaper men, he went into the sensation business. Finance
““and tariff, reconstruction and African emancipation were worn out in this district, so
¢« Ben. jumped right into the fishery business, and by two or three magnificent twists and
““turns of his oratorical wand transformed his apathetic supporters into most enthusi-
“astic and excited admirers and listeners. '

“ We publish in another column that part of Ben. Butler’s last speech which bears on
¢ the fisheries question. It is interesting, spicy, bold and original, like the man himself.
« It is unscrupulous, too, like the great Butler, for he hesitates not to counsel his con-
“ stituents to take the law into their own hands, and precipitate a war between the
¢ United States and the Dominion. This is all about a few fish, which Ben says his
« constituents have a right to catch within the bays of the British Provinces outside of
¢ three miles from the provincial shores. The Salem fishermen believe they have this
“ right, and they seem to be sound in their faith. At all events, until very lately they
““enjoyed the right in common with the “ Kanucks” unmolested.

“The Dominion authorities in excluding our citizens undoubtedly have shown a very
“ unfriendly disposition, whether they are strictly in the right or not. It is not the style
“ of conduct that close neighbours should practise. But, at the same time, is it worth
“ while to make this a casus belli? Is Mr. Butler, who is influenced in his present course
“solely by a dcsire to ensure his own election at any cost, to be allowed to embroil us
“ with Great Britain about this petty fishery question, which, after all, may be settled
“ very quietly, and to the entire satisfaction of the Salem folks ?

 If we are not very much mistaken, negotiations are now in progress looking to an
“amicable arrangement. Secretary Fish and Minister Thornton have been considering
“ the question calmly and dispassionately, without any political purposes to serve, and
“ we are of the opinion that it may be left to them without endangering American
“ honour or Massachusetts interests.

“ How comes it that Mr. Butler is so particularly fierce at this particular time, when
“ his election is so close? Why didn't he stir the thing up with vim some time ago,
“ when there was just as much cause for complaint as now ?

“We hope Mr. Butler will be sent back here in triumph to enliven the weary debates
“ of Congress by his original bellicose and irrepressible eloquence, but we don’t want the
“luxury at the cost of a tussle by land and sea with old England. It is our opinion, and
““we believe the bulk of Americans concur, that if we can’t afford to enforce our bill of
‘“damages in the Alabama claims matter, certainly we ought not to square off at Grea
“ Britain about a few boat loads of fish.” '

Canapa.
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No. 6.

The Colonial Oyfice to the Forcign Ojjice.
(Confidential.)
SIx, Downing Street, 11th November, 1870.

* T am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, to be laid before Earl
Granville, a copy of a Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada communicating a
copy of a Minute of the Privy Council respecting the interpretation of the Treaty of 1818
on points connected with the Fisheries. "The Minute of Council is not sent, as it is the
same as that forwarded to Lord Granville by Sir IE. Thornton in his Despatch of the
17th ult., No. 413.%*

Lord Kimberley proposes to inform the Governor-General, in answer to his Despatch
and for the confidential information of his Ministers, that Sir E. Thornton has been
cautioned against admitting Mr. Fish’s interpretation of the Treaty as regards the exclu-
sion of United States vessels from Canadian ports.

Ilis Lordship presumes that Sir E. Thornton has reccived this caution in pursuance
of the suggestion contained in the letter from this Office of the 18th of October.y

I am, &c.,
(Signed) FREDERIC ROGERS.

The Right ITon. E. ITammond. :

No. T.

The Colonial Ofjice to the Foreign Ofice.

(Confidential.)
Sin, Downing Street, 14th November, 1870.

1 am directed by the Farl of Kimberleyto acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 1st instant,* enclosing a copy of a Despatch from Sir E. Thornton relating to the
Canadian I'isheries.

Sir EE. Thornton observes, that American fishing vessels have been excluded from the
threc-mile limit as far as the Treaty of 1818 justifies their exclusion. e is of course
aware that though these vessels have been recently denied certain privileges which
they formerly enjoyed within three miles of shore, they have, on the other hand, been
allowed to fish beyond those limits in British bays and harbours, and within three
miles of the mouths of those bays and harbours in waters from which, on the construc-
tion of the Treaty which has always been maintained by England, the Canadians might
rightfully have excluded them.

I am, &c,,
The Right Hon. E. Hammond. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
No. 8.
The Foreign Office to the Colonial Ojfice.
Sz, Foreign Office, 18th November, 1870.

In reply to your letter of the 11th instant,* I am directed by Earl Granville to
request that you will state to the Earl of Kimberley that his Lordship concurs in the
answer proposed to be returned to the Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada
respecting the interpretation of the Treaty of 1818.

I am to add, that Sir E. Thornton was cautioned not to admit the interpretation put
on the Treaty by Mr. Fish, as suggested in your former letter, by a telegram from
this Office, on the 24th of October, and that a copy of your confidential letter of the 14th
instant on the subject will be forwarded to him by to-morrow’s n;ail. .

am, &c.,
The Under-Secretary of State, (Signed) E. HAMMOND.
Colonial Office, ‘
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CaNADA.

No. 9. No. 9.
The Foreign Ojjice to the Colonial Ojfice.

: Foreign Office, 18th November, 1870.

I am dirccted by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of o, 443.
Kimberley, the accompanying copy of a Despatch from Sir Edward Thornton, and its
enclosure, respecting the Canadian Fisheries,

SIR,

I am, &c.,
The Under-Secretary of State, (Signed) E. HAMMOND.
Colonial Office. :

inclosure in No. 9.

(No. 443.) Mo
My Lorb, Washington, 1st November, 1870.

I have the honour to enclose a printed copy of a Petition to Congress which has
been published in one of this morning’s newspapers, and which has lately been circulated
for signature through the New Ingland States.

The petition sets forth the grievances which American fishermen conceive that they
have a right to complain of, with respect to the conduct of the Canadian Authorities and
of the Commanders of the vessels employed in the protection of the Canadian Fisheries.
The Petition also recommends that certain measures should be adopted by the United
States in retaliation for the treatment against which complaints are put forward.

The newspaper publishes at the same time and immediately following the petition
an article {from the Toronto “ Globe,” thus appearing to intimate that it does not entirely
support the statements and proposals made in the petition.

I have, &ec..

The Earl Granville, K.G,, (Signed) E. THORNTON.

&e. &e. &c.

«Tur Frsiiery TrouvsLis—PETITION FOR NON-INTERCOURSE wWITnH CANADA—INDEMNITY
¢ DEMANDED FOR CAPTURED VESSELS.

“ A petition, the full text of which we give below, has lately been circulated for

« signature round all the towns and villages in New England :

« <o the Honourable Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : This
“ ¢ memorial respectfully represents that, owing to the coercive priuciple adopted by the
s ¢ Dominion of Canada, whereby the Treaty of 1818 is made the basis of arbitrary laws
“¢and regulations, the fishing interests of the United States being the most vulnerable
< ¢ point, have been subjected to outrage, directed with a view to accomplish the following
“ ¢results: To obtain satisfaction for alleged Fenian raids. To force the United States
“ ¢to renew the Reciprocity Treaty. To drive American fishermen from their waters,
‘¢ ¢ thereby reducing the number of fishing vessels, weakening the marine power of the
¢ ¢ United States, and making a monopoly of the fishing business in the hands of the
“¢ ¢ Canadians to supply our markets.

« ¢To this end they have captured American fishing vessels, broken up their voyages,
“¢and confiscated their fares. They have declared absolute non-intercourse with the
¢ ¢ fishermen of the United States, refusing the right to buy stores or supplies at any of
¢ ¢their ports—driving them from their harbours where they had sought shelter— refusing
« ¢ the landing or bonding of American fish or mackerel for export to the United States.
« ¢They have seized mackerel saved from vessels wrecked on their coast, refused supplies
¢¢to disabled vessels, and harassed the fishermen in a manner peculiar to British
¢ ¢ quthority. Your Memorialists would therefore pray that a Non-Intercourse Act be
¢ ¢passed, similar in its effects to that of Canada, whereby the same treatment may be
< “applied to all vessels hailing from the British Provinces, as that suffered by American
¢ “fishermen. Also for an Act prohibiting the importation of English or Canadian fish
¢ ¢or mackerel, so long as American vessels are prohibited from taking fish or mackerel
*¢in so-called British waters. Also, that transportation in bond of merchandise for
¢ - Canada through American territory be prohibited until Canada ports are opened for
* ¢ transportation in bond of American fi-h, mackerel, or other merchandise to and {rom
¢ “the United States. Also, that the United States demand full and complete indemnity
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¢ for vesscls and cargoes captured, and for all detentions and outrages committed on
“ ¢ fishing vessels and their crews by British armed vessels,’

“ The foregoing is thus commented upon by the Toronto ¢ Glohe” of the 28th instant:
*“ ¢ The conduct of Canadians is denounced as “arbitrary,” simply because it was thought
¢ better to reserve Canadian mackerel for Canadian fishermen, and because American
¢ ¢ yessels found poaching in Canadian waters have boen seized and confiscated. A hoy
¢ might as well comnlain of a haker not allowing him to help himself to his buus
“ ¢ without the requisite preliminary of paying; or a sturdy beggar might think it hard
“ ¢ that he should not be allowed by a farmer to take as many apples as he pleased and
“ ¢sell them, when the farmer preferred to sell them hinwelf, or give them to his
¢ ¢ children. The most sensible of American journals have frankly acknowledged that
“ ¢ it was perfectly absurd for Americans to claim the right of fishing as they liked in
“ ¢ Canadian waters, and that if Canadian authorities chose to be hard upon those who
“ ¢ did, it could not be helped. Their great protection against Canadian insolence is to
 * keep out of Canadian waters. It seems that their ¢ little game ” has been so inter-
“ ¢ fered with during the past months that nothing will satisty the fishermen of New
“ ¢ England but absolute non-intercourse between them and Canada. Very well, so be it.
¢ But that will neither increase the amount of fish caught by the Americans nor
“ ¢ supply more fully the demands for such brain-producing material on the part of

¢ ¢ American consumers.””
[

No. 10.

The Colonial Office to the Foreign Office.
Downing Street, 28th November, 1870,

With reference to my letter of the 7th* instant, I am directed by the Iarl of -
Kimberley to transmit to you to be laid before Earl Granville, a copy of a farther
Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada, enclosing copies of the depositions
made in the case of the seizure of the United States fishing velssel, Aﬁ; J. Franklin,

am, &c.,

(Signed) H.'T. HOLLAND.

SIR,

The Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

No. 11

The Colonial Qffice to the Foreign Office.
Downing Strect, 17th December, 1870.

With reference to previous correspondence respecting the Canadian fisheries, 1
am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, to be laid before Karl Gran-
ville, 2 copy of a Despatch from, the Governor-General of Canada, forwarding, with
other documents, a Report prepared by the Canadian Mn.nste'r‘oi Marine and Fisheries,
respecting the practice prevailing befcre the Reciprocity Treaty with regard to the
exclusion of American fishing vessels from trading in the ports of British North

SIR,

America. ] I am, &(f‘:
The Right Honourable E. Hammond. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
No. 12.
The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office.
SIr, Foreign Office, 22ud December, 1870.

With reference to your letter of the 17th instant, I am directed by FEarl
Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Karl of Kimberley, copies of a

Despatch from Sir E. Thornton, and its enclosure, respecting the Cunsz;dian fisheries.
I have, &c.,

(Signed) E. HAMMOND.

The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.
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Enclosure in No. 12.

(No. 491.)

My Lorp, Washington, 5th December, 1870.

I lately received from Lord Lisgar a Report drawn up by Mr. W. F. Whitcher,
Commissioner of Fisheries of Canada, on the Fishery Articles of Treaties between Gr eat
Britain and the United States. In this Report Mr. Whitcher states with truth, as far as
most of the States of this country are concerned, that * within certain limits, all
fishery privileges are held for the exclusive benefit of citizens of the State. The limits
which constitute State Piscary are the same as laid down by the Law of Nations. And
three marine miles in cases of bays and arms of the sea, and even oyster-heds outside,
are measured from headland to headland.”

Though these statements are generally true as far as I have yet been able to discover
from a cursory examination of the State Laws, there appears to be an exception in the
State of Massachusctts, of which one of the laws has a senteunce in these words:

“When an inlet or arm of the sea does not cxceed two marine leagues in width
between its hcadlands, a straight line drawn from one headland to the other is equivalent
to the shore line.”

Massachusctts does not appear to claim jurisdiction beyond a marine league from this
line, and could not therefore assert it in either Massachusetts Bay or Cape Cod Bay.

I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter upon this subject which I have addressed
to His Excellency the Governor-General of Canada.

I have. &c.,
(Signed) EDWARD THORNTON.

The Earl Granville, K.G.

(No. 56.)

My Lonp, Washington, 2nd December, 1870.

With reference to Mr. Whitcher’s Report, encloscd in your Excellency’s Despatch,
No. 87, of the 10th ultimo, I have the honour to observe that he is quite right in his state-
ments relative to the exclusive right generally claimed byj the respectlve States of this
country to the Iisheries adyxcent to their coasts and in their bays, even though the
mouths of the bays be of great width, as is the case with Chesapeake and Delaware Bays,
in which the States of Vnwmla Maryland, and Delaware exercise exclusive State autho-
rity over the whole of those bays

But this does not appear to be the case with regard to the State ot Massachusetts,
for the words (Part L, tit. I, cap. I.,sec. 1) of the Revised Laws of that State are as
follows :

“ The territorial limits of this commonwealth extend one marine league from its
“ scashme at low water-mark. When an inlet or arm of the sea does not exceed two

¢ marine leagues in width between its headlands, a straight line dmwn from one head-
‘ land to the other is equivalent to the shore line,”

I can hardly suppose, therefore, that the State claims maritime jurisdiction over
Massachusetts, or even Cape Cod Bay, except within the marine league.

As a great many, therefore, of the American fishermen hequeutmo the seas adjacent
to Canada come [rom that Smtc they might have a claim to a liberal interpretation of
the Treaty of 1818 with regard to Canadian bays, if indecd it be true that the State
docs not claim exclusive leibdiLtiOll over the whole of Massachusetts Bay. Upon this
pomt Mr. Whitcher may have better information than I am -possessed of, in which case

I should be glad to be made acquainted with it.

I have, &c.,

(Signed)- EDWARD THORNTON.
His Ixcellency the Lord Lisgar, G.C.B., G.C.M.G,,
&e. &e. &ec.
- No. 18.
The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office. '
SIR, Foreign Office, 26th December, 1870.

I am directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of
Kimberley, a copy of a Despatch from Sir E. Thornton, inclosing a copy of- General
Butler’s lecture on the relations between the United States and Great Britain,

» I bave, &c.,
The Under Secretary of State, E. HAMMOND.
Colonial Office. ‘ G 2
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(No. 476.) Enclosure in No. 13.

My Lonp, Washington, 28th November, 1870.

I have the honour to enclose three printed copies from different newspapers of
the substance of a lecture delivered by General B. F. Butler, at Boston, on the 25rd
instant. It relates chiefly to the relations between the United States and Great Britain,
and its language is of that violent nature for which he is notorious.

With regard to the Alrbama claims, the General urges that Englana should be called
upon to give compensation, and that in case of refusal the United States should break off
all intercourse with her, both diplomatic and commercial. Ie does not recommend
that a compensation in money should be demanded, but considers that if England were
to consent to give up all connection with her possessions on this continent, such action
on her part might he accepted as a proper reparation.

General Butler likewise makes grave charges against the Canadian and Her Majesty’s
authorities as to the treatment of American fishermen in the seas adjacent to Canada
and in the harbours and ports. e insists that unless the rights of the United States
are ensured by diplomatic meaus, a collision is incvitable.

The arguments used by General Butler in the above-mentioned lecture have been
generally disapproved of by the press of the United States. I cannot doubt, however,
that they will be repeated by him on the meeting of Congress, and I much fear that
that body, without caring to luok into the merits of the question, will request the
President to find some means of retaliating upon Canada for what General Butler is
pleased to consider her unneighbourly conduct.

I have, &c.,

The Earl Granville, K.G,, (Signed) EDWARD THORNTON.
&e.  &e. &,

“ New Yorg Heranp,” Trerspay, 24th NoveMeer, 1870.

““ The American Republic—General Butler on the Situation.—Review of Partics and
“ Political Questions—The Alabama Dispute and the Fishery Troubles.--Our
“ Remedy Non-Intercourse.—England should withdraw her Power from the West
“ Indies and the Canadas.—An Ocean-Bound Republic the only Surety for Peace.
“ —The great Provocations and Temptations to a War with England.—¢ Lead us
“ not into Temptation.’”
“ Boston, November 23, 1870.

“ Genceral Butler, the original and irrepressible, has finally given the public his views
** upon the Alabama claims, and what he regards as the injustice of the British Govern-
“ ment towards the American fishermen. Some days since the New York €Tribune’
** published what purported to be his opinions on this important question, but, as is well
““ known, the whole story was only a fabrication, and when General Butler was invited
“ to deliver his views before an audience here, he took occasion to allude to the account
“ of a bogus interview, as follows:~—* I confess to some embarrassment, because a pub-
“ ¢ lication, purporting to express, in the form of a reported conversation, my views
*““ upon these questions of the Alabama claims aud the Fishery troubles now pending
‘¢ between England and  this country, has been very extensively circulated. I need
“ “ hardly say to gentlemen of your discrimination that that publication was wholly
¢ unauthorized by myself, and I have no knowledge who was the author. If that
*“ ¢ publication had been authorized, and were correct in all respects, [ could hardly
‘“* conceive that any one would have a desire to hear from me further upon these topics,
““ and especially the language attributed to me.  While many of the ideas are those
“‘ that I have sometimes expressed in private talk with my friends, the publication is
“- evidently the production” of some person who, hearing of such conversation, has
“‘ undertaken to give to the public, to my injury, as much of it as he could remember
™ * according to his comprehension”  Having thus, as a preliminary proceeding, branded
“ as false the alleged interview between himself and a ¢ Tribune * writer, General Butler
“ soon began 1o interest his audience with the narrative which they were so anxious to
““hear.  The spacious hall was filled to its full capacity, and upon the platform were
“ many leading citizens and Republican politicians from all sections of the State. The
*“ General did not wait for an introduction to his listeners, but stepped promptly and
" squarely forward, announced himself pleased to meet so many old friends face to face,
* then declared what he might say were but the opinions of one man, and that one man
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¢ was responsible for those opinions. This characteristic preface won the warm applause
< of the audience, and when it subsided, General Butler went on as follows :

“ General Butler commenced his lecture by stating that, by the results of the war, all
¢ party distinctions and party catchwords had been abrogated, save the single dognia,
“ still adhered to by the Democratic party, as to the rights of the States as corporations
“ in contradistinction to the rights of the Federal Union as a national government; that
* the mission of the Republican party at home was ended ; that, as a party, no pecu-
¢ liarity of doctrine was left to it for its future aspirations upon which to rally its
“ partisans, and that its mission at home had ended save to garner the gleanings of
“1ts great past; that the Democracy had dwindled into an opposition only, while the
“ shibboleth of Republicanism was that the government should not pass into the hands of
“ its enemies,

“ GRANT'S ADMINISTRATION STRONGER THAN ANY SINCE JACKSON.

“ IIerein—he continued—Ilies the secret of that admirable vitality of the Republican
¢ party which has become the woider of the politician and the dread of the democracy.
“This determination of all true men, shown in cvery canvass, expressed by every
“ballot, has enabled the Republican party, after ten consecutive years of administration,
““after three times electing its President notwithstanding the apostasy of one, in spite of
“ the many corruptions that necessarily creep into a party so long holding power, to do,
‘“as it is now doing, what no other administration has been able to do since. Jackson—

“clect to the first House of Representatives, chosen after the inauguration of its Pre-

“sident, a majority of nearly two-thirds. Save in the case of Lincoln only, in 1862,

‘“when the war united all parties at the North, and the whole South had thrown itself

““ off, who was enabled to carry a small majority, this has not been done since Jackson.

“ Bvery other President but Grant has found an opposition Speaker in his first House of

¢ epresentatives. Even Pierce, who carried the whole country save five States, is not
“an exception.

“ LOTH PARTIES DIVIDED UPON TIIE TARIFF.

“ Upon the tariff some are for protection per se, and some are free-traders, while
¢ perhaps the major part, learning from experience that indirect taxation is most easily
““ borne by the people and most easily enforced by government, and believing that the
*“ necessities of the country to meet the required large expenditures of administration
¢ and the intercst upon the public debt—a legacy of the war—have made a need for
¢ tariff to raise revenue sufficient for a basis to all necessary incidental protection to
 American industries, have adopted for their policy such a revenue tariff, with inci-
‘“ dental protection, with the largest possible free list. Like differences upon a tariff
“ policy disturb the peace of the Democracy. The farmer of the North-west believes
“ there ought to be protection for his wool. The Kentuckian asks it for his hemp, and
“ the Louisianian for his sugar. So by no means are our opponents united upon revenue
“ measures. ‘

‘ REPUBLICAN DIFFERENCES UPON FINANCE AND CURRENCY.

“ Upon measures of finance and the character of our currency similar differences
“divide the adherents of eaclr party. Many good and earnest Republicans believe that
““ the present currency furnished by the national banks is the best that the world ever
“saw, and that the prosperity, if not the safety, of the country is bound up in the
“ sustenance of those institutions and the money they issue. Some also believe that
“the wealth loaned the Government during the war, although the lender took advan-
“tage of the then depressed state of the nation’s credit to make the best bargain he could
“ and to loan his moncy at fifty per cent. or less of the obligation in coin, should never be
“ made subject to taxation for any purpose whatever, and should be paid in gold at its
‘“full face, irrespective of the terms of the law which created the debt. Others are
“ equally certain that paper money issued by corporations for their own gain and profit
‘““is the dearest and worst currency with which a nation can be cursed, and, in' the
¢ language of Webster, that of all institutions ever devised by men to make the rich
“richer and the poor poorer, and to till the rich man’s field by the sweat of the poor
*“man’s brow, the banking system which issues as money an irredeemable currency
* bears the palm. Some believe that the hurdens of taxation upon invested capital
“should be equal, whether the investment is in commerce, in manufactures, in agri-
*“culture, or in national securities, and see no reason why more than two thousand
*“ millions of the most productive wealth of the cotintry should be substantially exempted
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“from the public burdens, and cspecially the taxation of the nation, which gives the
“ouly value to that class of capital. Some of these last also believe that the notes of
* the nation issued without cost or interest is a better currency than the note of any
* corporation issued for profit to the corporators can be.  And they further believe that
“ it is right of the Government, if it is deemed politie, to pay its debts in exact accord-
“ance with the provisions of the laws creating them.  And they know if any preference
“is to be given to any class of the Government creditors, by provisions for payment in
** coin, it should be to those debts of high honour due to the soldiers who fought in the
“trenches of Vicksburg, Petersburg, and on the fields of Gettysburg and the heights of
*“ Lookout Mountain, and to the mothers, widows, and orphans in their promised
“ pensions, the price of a husband’s and father’s life, blood, and lim,

*Anattempt was made two ycars ago to read out of the Republican party those who
“ held such beliel, irrespective of their record of services to the country, or their fidelity
“ upon those other great and vital questions of freedom and loyalty to the Government,
“ which were the very essence of its existence.  That attempt, however, was soon found
“ 1o be utterly futile in the West, and the only case in which it was tried in the Last
“ resulted in so miserable a failure, so disastrous to those who undertook it, that the
“experiment will hardly be repeated.  The division in seitiment in both partics upon
"¢ finance is still more curiously shown in what may be properly denominated the only
“ administration measure of finmnce—that is, the taxation of the people for the
“immediate payment ol the public debt. In his last annual report, the Secretary of
“the Treasury, speaking as the organ of the Administration, fully rccommended
“ Congress to sustain the then rate of taxation, in order to a speedy payment of the
“ public debt.  The Administration scemed to intrench itself as in its stronghold in this,
©its great flnance measure ; yet we see a Republican Congress, not without division in
" the Republican party, aided largely by Democratic votes, reducing both direct and
‘ indirect taxation of the people more than $80,000,000 at a single session, thus
“ depriving the Treasury in a very large degree—nearly fifty per cent—of the means
““ to carry out its own recommendations. Perhaps upon no measure was there a greater
“ departure from the recommendation of the Administration by Congress than upon this.
“ The Secretary of the Treasury made the ultimatum of his administration the immediate
¢ payment of the public debt, which could only be done by keeping up the high rates
of taxation imposed by the necessities of the war; and if economy in expenditures, if
“ vigour in the collection of the revenue, if studious, encrgetic employment of all its
“ products in cancelling the national oblizations be evidence of the wisdom of a policy,
“ certainly the highest praise is to be bestowed upon our honoured fellow citizen, the
“ Sceretary of the Treasury.  Assuming the desirableness of his end, with scrupulous
“ honesty and integrity of purpose, he has adopted every means to that consummation.

-
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“ ANNEXATION OF ST. DOMINGO.

“ Gpon another sct of great public measures a still more curious division and exchange
“ of party ideas takes place.  1lerctofore it has been the boast of the Democratic party
¢ that they desired to extend the boundaries of the country, or, in the catch-word of the
“day, ‘the arca of freedom,” by acquisition of territory. Now we see a Republican
¢ administration, with wise prescience of the interest of the nation, seeking to annex
¢ St. Domingo, sustained by a majority of a Republican Senate, and by a majority of a
¢ Republican louse, and the whole Demiocratic vote solidly against receiving into the
¢ Union the best and most desirable acquisition that has ever offered an extension of our
¢ empire.  Upon the annexation of St. Domingo one would have thought no patriot
¢ would have doubted the wise foresight of the President in eagerly pursuing this
¢ acquisition. The outermost island of the Antilles, with the best harbour and most
“ casily defended as a naval station of any on the continent, safe and salubrious at all
“ seasons of the year at Samana Bay, a well-fortified naval station and coal depét of the
« United States established there would render all the naval stations of Great Britain,
“ or other forcign powers in the West Indies, untenable and useless. Whoever desires
“ this continent shall be ruled by Americans, and that all foreign powers shall retire
“ therefrom, will agree with the President in his desire to have St. Domingo, the priceless
¢ jewel of the sea, the possession of which insures Cuba as our own. That adminis-
¢ tration measure failed by a union of a minority of the Republicans with the solid
“ Democratic vote s yet the acquisition of Cuba, a less fertile and less commanding
“jsland of the Antilles, at the cost of unnumbered millions, has been the subject of
“ advocatory resolutions, time out of mind, in Democratic conventions, equalled in
“ nuiber only by the repetition of the resolutions of 1798,

-
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¢ AMERICAN COMMERCE.

“ We also see a like division in each party upon the question of the re-cstablishment
“ of American commerce, crippled and almost destroyed by the hostile acts of Great
“ Britain during the rebellion, most vividly illustrated at the breaking out of the war
« Letween Prussia and France, when the President, as an administration measure, by a
“ formal message recommended that our merchants have liberty to purchase the iron
« steamships of the belligerents which might be otherwise locked up by blockade in
“ their ports to be navigated under our flag, thus give employment to our sailors, and to
« cheapen the transportation of our exports. We then saw the singular spectacle in
“ Congress of lcading Democrats, one, an old Whig abolitionist, representing the De-
“ mocracy of New York city striking hands with the Republican tariff men of Maine
“ und Pennsylvania, as well in the Senate as in the House, to talk against time so that
“ the waning hours of the session might expire, to prevent the passage of a Republican
¢ administration measure to relieve American commerce. Thus we have scen that upon
*“ quite every issue that once divided the two great parties, either differences exist among
“ their partisans or that each party has substantially changed its ground, one upholding
« that which the other formerly denied, the other denying that which it had asserted.

‘“ ENGLAND AND THOE ALABAMA QUESTION,

“ We have also seen that the Republican party has adjusted all the questions raised by
“ the war, so far as they affect the internal polity of the government, and so far as itself
«“is concerned. There now remains to it only to adjust the great international and
“ foreign questions that were evolved by our late terrible civil contest. And as we have
« peconstructed the States lately destroyed by the rebellion, so we should reconstruct our
« commerce, likewise destroyed in the same war. As we have adjusted the claims of
“ our citizens for damages done in the war by our own Government, so far as we have
thought them just and equitable and not tainted with rebellion, so we should now
« adjust the claims of our citizens and the claims of our nation upon those nations who
“ took advantage of our crippled condition to show a hostile spirit, followed by
unfriendly acts. The chief offender against the national dignity and honour in this
regard is the Government of Great Britain. True, imperial I'rance was quite as carly
in the recognition of the belligerent rights of the rebels, quite as uniriendly in its
spirit—in its attack upon the neighbouring republic of Mexico; but in the latter it
“ 1ailed to do us any injury, and the former was followed by no act of which we could
« justly complain. No rebel cruiser was fitted out or entertained and refitted in any
“ French port. No pirate was let loose by Napoleon to prey upon our commerce.
“ Upon what are popularly known as the Alabama claims I entertain some views of the
“ grounds upon which they may rest different from those usually put forth as the basis
“ of our grievances. I do not mow, nor should I ever, propose to argue the question
“ whether England was too early or sufficiently late in her recognition of the belligerent
“rights of the South. I hold, with the President, that the question of time for
“ recognizing the belligerency of contending parties is one to be settled by each nation
“ for itself, and no other nation has any proper ground for complaint of that determina-
“ tion. Nor do I care to examine whether the Alabama and Shenandoak might or might
“not have been kept in port by more vigilance or increased activity of the British law
“ officers, or by more stringent municipal laws. Admit, for the sake of the argument,
“ that in that regard Great Britain did each act in conformity with the laws of nations,
“ Yet it will not be denied that afterwards the Alabama and Shenandoak were received
“in British ports, their officers féted, toasted and dined, and the vessels refitted, pro-
“ visioned and supplied with the necessary means of continuing their warfare upon our
« commerce, which was clearly a violation of international laws. Nor will it be denied
“ that the Government of England was bitterly hostile to the Union during the whole
« prosecution of the war, and was only restrained by her fears of the results, and not by
“love of the Unted States, from actively taking sides in that contest by acknowledging
“ the Confederacy. No man can doubt that her Government heartily desired that her
“ only successful commercial rival should be crushed. Nor can we look upon the con-
“solidation of her provinces upon the north of us into a new nation called a Dominion.
“ from which unchecked raids were made upon our defenceless borders while the war
““ was raging, as other than a hostile movement, designed to cripple us, in case the South
¢ should be successiul, by creating an unfriendly nation on the north of us, to be in
“accord with a hostile nation on the south. By the valour of our scldiers and the
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¢ patriotism of our people, under the providence of God, the British Government was
“ disappointed in its dearest wishes, and failed of its most cherished desires.

“ ENGLAND DESTROYED OUR COMMERCE AND PROLONGED THE WAR,

“The effect of what was done and omitted to be done by Great Britain, that as a
“ fricndly nation she ought to have done, is that our commerce has been substantially
“ swept from the seas: we had only thousands of tons at the close of the war where we
‘“ had millions of tons at the beginning. No man, even now, can cross the Atlantic
‘¢ Ocean in a sca-going steamer flying the American flag. Another effect of the position of
¢ the British Government towards the South by giving false hopes to the Confederacy
“was to prolong the war, at the expensc of millions upon millions of treasure and
“ thousands upon thousands of lives. And yet we are far into the sixth year since the
“ war was ended, without being nearer—not to say to a reparation for these wrongs—
“ even to a practical consideration of the questions involved than we were at the day of
¢ the surrender of Lee. The Republican party is the dominant party of the country, and
* must remain so for the next three years at least.  Upon it and upon its administration
“ devolve the duty and the burden of bringing to a conclusion all these questions and
«“ ohtaining the needed reparation, indemnification, and apology for our wrongs. Delays
““aid not their solution, but rather add to thcir complications. Time can never
« obliterate the deep sense of injury this nation entertains of the action of Great Britain
“during our war. Years only intensify its bitterness. The gaping wounds in our
¢ national honour never will close up by lapse of years. They must always remain
¢ green, open, sore, until healed by the potent salve of ample reparation and indemni-
“ fication. True, it is urged by some, not too farsighted or discriminating people,
« principally newspaper writers, that we should delay settlement of our claims until
“ England gets into a war and then let loose other .4labamas, other Skenand:.ahs, and
« other Zloridas from our ports, in the interest of the belligerent nation with which she
« should be at war, to prey upon her commerce, especially to make the jretext of war
« hetween hevself and cither of her dependencies, to have our own citizens fit out our
“ ships as cruisers under some apocryphal flag. and thus to avenge our wrongs. The
« statesmanship of thuse who advocate such a course would scem to be this—We com-
¢ plain of her wrongs, and we propose to make those right by doing other like wrongs
““to be inflicted in safety when our enemy is crippled. Is this statesmanship? Is it
¢ magnanimous? Issuchredressbold—is it manly ? Nay, is it not sneakingly cowardly ?

¢ LET US DEMAND OUR RIGHTS, AND MAINTAIN THAT DEMAND.

« Tet us rather stand up in the manly strength of our nationhood, and fearlessly,
« holdly claim the rights which belong to us, insist upon their being respected, and that -
« gl questions between us and Great Britian be adjusted at once and for ever, so as to
« take away all cause of unfriendliness between two powerful nations of the earth. Let -
« us say to Great Britain, ¢Thus much we are wronged ; thus much we require to
¢ ¢ gatisfy the nation’s honour and the nation’s loss, and for that wrong and that loss
¢« ¢ t1yus much we must have, because it is our right and because we are able to maintain
«¢our right” Judge yc between the two proposed ques of adjusting the Alabama-
¢ claims. I say that her Government was hostile, and her hostility was harmiul to the
« United States, and was so intended. We claim reparation for that harm done by
s this hostility. The question is, how are we to enforce our rights? By declaring’
¢« war? By no means. The United States will never lightly declare war. We are not
« 3 war-making Government; we are only a war-carrying-on Government when war is
« made upon us. I would apply the same doctrine to nations that I would to individuals
« under like circumstances. - If my neighbour takes advantage of the fact that his line.
« lies close under my windows to build a high fence to shut out the light and air {rom-
« my dwelling, in order to show his hostility to myself and family, do I stop to inquire
« whether he has put that fence one inch over or one inch withiv the line which .
« divides his land from mine? If he has put.it one inch over I may sue-him in the
« courts of law. But there are no courts of law to adjust disputes between nations. If -
“ he has put it one inch on his own land to gratify his ill-will and injure me what is .
« my remedy ? Simply to declare him a bad neighbour, and that I will have nothing:.
¢« to do with him in the future save to get him out of my neighbourhood if I can,-
« and as soon as I can, cither by causing him to move or by removing myself.- ~ = °
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“ THE REMEDY—XNON-INTERCOURSE.

“ So would 1 do "with England. If she will not make reparation for the wrongs done
“ us during the war by her hostlhty, not by simply making good the millions that our
« merchants lost, but by making good all that the nation has lost, I would treat her as
T should my vicious newhbour, who gave vent to his enmlty by darkening my
“ windows—decclare that I would have nothmg to do with her, that [ would neither
¢ buy nor sell with her, or after due notice hold dipiomatic or comwercial relations
‘“ with her henceforth until full reparation is made. Complete, thorough and stringent
“ non-intercourse is the remedy. That is not war. That is not a casus belli under any
“ suggestion of the law of nations. We have the undisputed right to trade with whom
“ we please, or to refuse to trade with whom we please.

¢ ENGLAND DARE NOT TREAT US AS SHOE DID CHINA,

“ True, Great Britain, when the government of China refused to have its subjects
“ poisoned by English opium, sent a fleet and forced the opium down the throat of the
¢ Chinese at the mouth of her cannon; but what publicist ever dreamed that that was
“done under any provision of international law, but only an exhibition of force?
" ¢ Besides, China had not been admitted into the family of nations. When the United
¢« States decides not to buy British goods until she settles the Alabama claims, 1 am
“ willing to see Great Britain if she thinks best send her flects to our ports to force us
“ to take her manufactures of iron and wool.

“ We know how to conduct a defensive war, whether by sea or land. I do not deem
““ it either unmanly or unfair to say to England that she shall have none of our cotton
““ or breadstufls until this question is scttled, although such deprivation to Manchester,
“ Birmingham and Bradford might work a revolution in her government in six months.
“ Nor would it be more unmanly or unfair to declare such non-intercourse, because now
“is our opportunity, insomuch as Prussia and Irance will be ready, in recovering from
¢ their exhaustion, to take from us all the surplus that we have both of cotton and food

“ for export, even if they become sellers of the first to England. Nor is it our fault if

“ England's delays in doing us justice have postponed our demand for it till her
““ complications with Russia have substantially put her at our mercy. The saving to
“ the country by non-importation of British goods—the impetus given to our manu-
“ factorics — the protection thus afforded to American industry, would very soon
“ quite make good to us all that we have lost in money by the Alulama outrages. The
 United States government ought to assume and pay all that there is of ascertained loss
“ to the individual citizens tecause of these claims, and then add the amounts so paid to
“ its own great claim to be adjusted by Great Britain as a whole.

“ THE DUE REPARATION.

 For, after all, the great injury and wrong is not one to be compensated in money.
“« The better reparation to this nation would be for Iingland to remove all opportunity
“ or cause of collision between the two countries in the future. But those must always

“ exist so long as Eongland has a government under her control, and for the acts of

“ which she is responsible, stretching from ocean to ocear, across our northern border,
‘“ and for many hundred miles intervening between us and our newly acquired territory
¢¢ Alaska, and while she holds her naval stations and depots at Jamaica, Nassau and the
“ Bermudas, from which our commerce and our coast can be menaced in any future war
“on this side the Atlantic. Therefore would I suggest that that which would best
« satisfy the people—that which would best mecet the exigencies of the occasion, and
“ that which Epgland could part with herself in most honour, by showing a desire to
“ take away all ground of possible unfriendly relations in the future—would be that
*“she should withdraw her power from this Continent. I do not ask her to give us
"¢+ Canada and her provinces. I should be willing to assume all the Alabama claims and
* settle all possible differences between the two nations to-morrow if Great Britain will
“]eave the Western Continent. Simply divorce herself from them and permit her
« provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfound-
“Jand and ‘British Columbia each to settle for itself by the action of its own people
“ what shall be its future. I am asked, will the provinces vote for annexation to this
“ country ? I am willing to take the risk that men and countries will act for their own
“ best interests.’ ~
H
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“ It would be more cconomical for the United States to pay the Alobama claims,
““ whatever they may be, in money five times over, than to allow the present commercial
“ and political relations of Cavada, with all the losses, expenses, and complications to
“ remain open for a single year, to say nothing of the cost to us of the suppression of
“the raids of our irrepressible Fenian brethren, which scem likely to be periodically
*“ repeated, at least until Ireland is free.

“ TNE DANGERS OF WAR FROM OUR FISHERY COLLISIONS.

 But there are other and more difficult complications arising daily which demand, in
“ the interest of peace between the two nations, the immediate settlement of the
* Alabama claims, in a manner which shall take away all possibility of future entangle-
“ments. T'or the purpose of forcing a reciprocity treaty upon the United States, the
* Canadian government has been for the past two years renewing its pretensions to the
* exclusive right of the fisheries in the great bays and estuaries along shores adjoining
“ the British provinees— pretensions which are only to be examined to be found unjust ;
* pretensions under which they have scized a number of vessels belonging to the United
“ States upon the flimsiest pretexts, broken up the voyages, turned loose the crews, who
“ are part owners, and subjected the owners to the hardship of defending their claims to
* their own property before a British Vice-Admiralty Court, only to find their vessels,
“ if they succeed, returned to them stripped of their lines, cordage, and running rigging ;
“ allowed to go to waste while in the hands of the court; with their cargoes perished,
“ the voyage broken up, and the means of continuing it carried off without any respon-
“sibility for the loss. Canada claims to enact laws providing for the scizure and con-
“ fiscation of our vessels if they fish within the lines which her laws prescribe, and also
“if found taking shelter for more than twenty-four hours in her bays and harbours,
“ whatever the inclemency of the weather, or even if buying provisions or supplies
“ therein with which to fish anywhere upon the broad expanse of the ocean. This
“ condition of conflicting rights and claims cannot long rest without collisions which
“will severely endanger the peace of the nations. American scamen are not too
““ patient of wrongs from that Power which impressed their fathers and scarched their
* ships on the high scas till we went to war for sailors’ rights.

*“ Nor is this interest an inconsiderable one. Massachusetts alone sends more than
“ fiftcen hundred sail of vessels on to the northern fishing grounds at different scasons
“ every year. It is evident that these scizures and condemnations cannot continue. Our
¢ fishermen will not long submit to be seized by the Canadian revenue cutters without
“ defending themselves. A collision is inevitable if there is no other way in which our
“ rights of fishing can be protected. If the government is powerless to preserve our
“rights through its diplomacy, a collision is desirable, because then this series of
‘““ injuries will be terminated in a manner that will astonish diplomacy.

¢ AN OCEAN-BOUND REPUBLIC THE ONLY SURETY FOR PEACE.

“ Therefore urging the settlement of the Alubama claims in the manner I have
“gugeested, by withdrawing British power from the continent and giving us an occan-
“ hound republic, is in the interest of peace and not in the interest of war, No states-
“ mun, no patriot can desire war. Nay, no partisan can desire war as a means of sus-
“ taining his party. War is by far too terrible to be lightly levied, or until all other
“ mcans have failed. We, as a nation, unhappily now know what war is, its effects, its
“sequences and its consequences. It is, therefore, the duty of the patriot and the
“ statesman to provide for a permanent and honourable peace, and to sce to it that all
¢ causes that may provoke war are removed. Therefore it is the duty of the admini-
¢ stration and the republican party, as the governing power of this country, to bring at
“ once, and at all hazards, these Alabama claims and our fishing troubles to an honour-
“able adjustment—such an dadjustment as will be sustained by the country and give
“ agsurance that no causes of serious difference between us and Iingland can arise in the
“ future. Such an adjustment will commend the administration of General Grant, with
“ redoubled force, to the people and win him new laurels in peace to entwine in the
“ chaplet with those won in the war. 1t is said by certain timid anglophobists that a
« peremptory demand upon England to do what we believe of right ought to be done, to
“ be followed, il refused, by a declaration of non-intercourse on our part, will bring on
“war by England in preference to an honourable adjustment. As the action I have
¢ proposed to be taken is fully within every rule of international law, such result ought
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““not to follow, and cannot follow, unless England chooses to add violence to her
* hostility and injustice towards us. Much more stern measures than I have suggested
“ have been taken by nations in pursuit of their just rights and not been held to be
¢ causes of war.

“ rOE DIPLOMACY OF CROMWELL AND JACKSON.

“ Reprisals and cmbargoes, it is agreed by all writers on international law, are not
“ casus belli. Oh! for an hour of the diplomacy of the ablest ruler England ever had
“ to maintain her national reputation, the stern old puritan, Cromwell, when he sent
“ the Quaker merchant, whose ship lad been unjustly seized by a French man-of-war,
« to Cardinal Mazarin, the Prime Minister of Louis XIV., for redress of his grievance,
« and told him to wait three days only for an answer. No answer being given in the
“ prescribed time Cromwell scized a number of French vessels, sufficient to pay the
¢ Quaker’s claim, sold them and made good the wrong from the proceeds, notifying the
¢ King of France that the residue of the price of the vessels was at his service.  Yet no
 war ensued, says a French writer, because an act of justice wasdone, although violently
“ done. Or,if youdesirc a later example, let me recall to your memories Jackson’s
“ message to Congress in 1834, when the I'rench Chamber of Deputies had neglected to
“ vote appropriations to pay claims to our citizens which were acknowledged to be duc.
“ He said :

“ ¢T recommend that a law be passed authorizing reprisals upon I'rench property in
“ ¢ case provision shall not be made for the payment of the debt at the approaching
¢« ¢ session of the I'rench Chambers. Such a measure ought not to be considered by
¢ France as a menace, Her pride and power are too well known to expect anything
“ ¢ from her fears, and preclude the necessity of a declaration that nothing partaking of
¢« ¢ the character of intimidation is intended by us. She ought to look upon it as the
¢ ¢ evidence only of an inflexible determination on the part of the United States to insist
“ ¢ on their rights.”” :

¢ ENGLAND SIOOULD HERSELF MAKE OFFERS OF CONCESSION AND APOLOGY.

- % Mere money, without other reparation, will never satisfy the wounded honour of
¢ this country. We must have for our satisfaction something more of concession and
“ apology ; and it is for Great Britain to say in what form that will be easiest to her-
« gelf. I can have no doubt but that her withdrawal from the continent will satisfy our
« people, although it is only the anticipation of an event which must happen in few, very
“ few years, but an hour of a nation’s life. If Ingland refuses this, let her say.what
« reparation she will offer to us, the injured party. If nothing, then let all intercourse
“ between the two countries cease. This, our alternative, non-intercourse, I do not con-
« ceal, either from myself or from you, although not a justifiable cause of war, would,
“ unless it led to a settlement of the difficulty, probably result in a declaration of war
“ by Great Britain. If so, be it so. And in that case again I would say, in the language
“ of Jackson to I'rance : :

« ¢ If she (Great Britain) makes that occasion for hostilities against the United States
“ ¢ she but adds violence to injustice, and could not fail to expose herself to the just cen-
% ¢ sure of civilized nations and the retributive judgments of Heaven.’”

¢ WORSE THAN WAR.

« T have said, and I repeat again and again, I would not declare war; it is the last
“and worst remedy for grievances; but yet there are other alternatives more terrible to
“ a2 nation than war—Iloss of honour, loss of rights, loss of selfrespect. I would do

“ everything, yield everything, accept anything, consistent with patriotism, justice, and .

“the dignity of the nation, to adjust peaceably and for ever these momentous questions,
“ claims and assertions of international rights between this country and England. But
“ more we cannot yield or accept; and if the dread alternative is forced upon us of an
“ appeal to arms because of unrequited indignities, injuries and wrongs, then, as a Repub-
“ lican, as an American, I cannot fail to observe the great temptation that this nation
“ has for a war with Great Britain.” : |

CaxNapa.
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“ THE GREAT PROVOCATIONS TO A WAR WITH ENGLAND.

“ Let me say nothing now of the keen sense of wrong and injury inflicted. Let me
“ say nothing of the rising gorge at the thought that England took advantage of our
“ crippled condition to do those things to our hurt which she would not have dared
‘ otherwise to do. Let me say nothing now of the fact what she did was done to crush
** a hated commercial rival. Let me say nothing of the fact that she hoped by her
“ course to demonstrate to mankind that the great experiment of freedom to all, now
“ being wrought out by this American Government, was a failure, and thus, in the in-
“ terest of despotism, to crush out all hope of republican liberty throughout the world.
“ Let me say nothing of the fact that her hostile acts were done in the interest of a con-
“ federacy whose corner stone was slavery, and whose object was to perpetuate that slave
“ power which the greed of British merchants and slave traders had fastened on our
“ country in its infancy.”

“ THE GREAT TEMPTATIONS TO MAKE WAR WITH ENGLAXND.

“But I do remember and cannot forget that we have sixteen hundred thousand
“ naturalized Irishmen in this country, every one eager to avenge the wrongs done his
“ motherland, the green isle of the ocean, by British tyranny, which drove him from her
« soil. I cannot but remember that they require no urging to join our armies in a war
“ with their oppressors, hut are prevented by the repressive hand of our government, in
“ the interest of peace and in sacred regard for our treatics of amity, from making war
“ on their own account, and that if we did not hinder them they would take Canada by’
“ contract in sixty days. : ,

I cannot but recall the truth that our Southern brethren, many of the best and
“ bravest among them, who fought against the government, with a vain attempt to rid

- ¢ themselves of the giorious memory of its history, are impatiently longing to fight

“ once more under the starry folds of the old flag. Give the privilege to the brave sons
“ of the South to defend their country again in a foreign war, and especially one with
“ Great Britain—not loved by them any more than by us—and it would bring us all
“ together again, uniting us with one flag, one country, and one destiny. In so much
“ is this reunion the hope of the patriot that one feels almost to doubt whether to
“ achieve it would not be worth all the loss of blood and treasure in such a war.
“ Again, let me not forget that it would be a war upon the ocean—never an expensive
“ one—and where the most brilliant laurcls of American arms have been won. And I
“ cannot fail to perceive that the saving of money by the non-importation of British
“ goods, and the stimulus given to American production, would quite equal all the
« expenditures of the war. I can never forget that in such a war we have no commerce
“ to lose. Quite all our ships are gone already because of the warlike acts of England’s
*¢ cruisers, which we have so long suffered in insulted silence, although we know that
“we can sweep the sails of her commerce from the ocean. As a republican and a
“ partisan I cannot but remember that whenever a country is engaged in a foreign war
“ the administration of the government is always sustained by the patriotism of the
“ people. Never would that be so signally demonstrated as in a defensive war with’
‘ England, brought on by the republican administration, in a firm, manly, and strenuous
“ endeavour to enforce the rights of our injured and despoiled citizens, to avenge our
“ insulted honour, and to maintain our fishermen in those rights now taken from them
“ by England’s wrongs, which their fathers won for England and themselves with their
“ own right arms. Asa party man I do not fail to remember that of the twenty odd
“ hundred thousand votes of the democratic party now in opposition, twelve hundred
“ thousand at lcast are naturalized Irishmen, who would stand side by side with a
‘ republican administration in a war with England—Ireland’s oppressor for nearly a
“ thousand years, and would vote as they fought. .

“ As a politician I have an incentive to such a war, as its result would be the
“ perpetuation of the republican party in power for more than a generation. If,
“ therefore, when we ask for our just rights and indemnification for our losses through
“ her acts; England should incline to offer us, instead .thereof, such a war as I have
“ sketched, with such causes, with such hopes, with such results, and such memories,
“ ought not every patriotic American to address to Her Majesty’s government a portion
“ of the prayer which we were taught in childhood every day to say to our Maker—so -
“ much more beautiful and appropriate in the original than as translated by English
“ bishops—* Suffer us not to fall into temptation 7" ~
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Despatches from the Governor.

No. 1.
Lieutenant-Governor Robinson to the Earl of Kimberley.
(No. 15.) Government House, 23rd November, 1870.
My L (Received 14th Decembeor, 1870.)
My Lorp,

(Answored (No. 39), 17th December, 1870, page 57.)
[ have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch No. 32*

cf the 20th ultimo, informing me that the trausshipment of fish and obtaining supplies
by the United States fishing vessels in the ports of this Colony cannot be regarded as a
substantial invasion of British rights; and I beg to report that the Custom Ilouse
authorities have been instructed that they are not, until further orders, to prevent
United States fishermen from entering the bays of Prince Edward Island for such
purposes.

‘.2? I have caused the United States Consul at this port to be informed of the footing
on which this question now stands, though the suspension of the prohibition is of no
immediate practical importance, the fishing for this season being at an end.

3. A copy of the notice, which was published in the Government “ Gazette ” on receipt
of your Lordship's Despatch, is herewith enclosed.

4. 'The Colonists are not a little gratified at the result of the appeal made by the late
Government to the Secretary of State. Trade suffered severely in consequence of the
action which Government felt called upon to take in August last, and the people look
forward with satisfaction to re-opening their ports next summer to their remunerative
and welcome visitors.

5. I wish to add, however, with rcference to the last paragraph of your Lordship’s
Despatch, that my Government will not be found disposed to act otherwise than in
unison with Her Majesty’s Government and the Government of the Dominion in any
steps which it may be necessary to take hereafter « for the more effectual prevention of
“ encroachment on the Colonial Fisheries by foreign vessels.

' I have, &c,,
(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, Lieutenant-Governor.
&e. &e.- &e.

Enclosure in No. 1.

NOTICE.

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor in Council has been pleased to cancel the
Instructions issued to Custom House officers, on the 23rd of August, 1870, respecting
the practice of admitting United States fishing vessels to entry in the ports of Prince
Edward Island ; and to direct that such vessels shall be permitted to enter, transship
their cargoes of fish, and obtain supplies in the ports of this Colony as aforesaid, from
this date, and until further orders.

Executive Council Chamber, : CHARLES DESBRISAY, C.E.C.
November 17th, 1870.

Prince
Epwaxp
IsLAND,

———

No. 1.

* Vide Pro-
vious Paper,
duted January
1871, page
230,

:Encloeurc g

No. 1. .
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No. 2.
Lieutenant-Governor Robinson to the Earl of Kimberley.
(No. 16.)
My Lorp, Government House, 25th November, 1870.

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the United States schooner,
Clara I, Friend, lately seized by H.M. ship Plover for a breach of the TFishery Laws,
and up to yesterday in the custody of the Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty Court, under-
going trial, was last night boarded by the owner, Mr. Charles I'riend, and an armed
crew of sixteen persons, who, having overpowered the men in charge, made sail on the
vessel, and took her out of port; at daylight this morning she was well clear of the
harbour.

2. Having no means at my disposal of recapturing or even sending in pursuit of the
schooner, I instantly telegraphed to the Admiral at Halifax, and to the captain of H.M,
ship Plover, who left this yesterday morning, to two of the places at which I think he is
likely to call in the course of the day ; but I fear there is little chance of their being
able to intercept the schooner before she gets into the open sea outside the Gut of Canso.

3. I enclose copies of the above telegrams. I also submit a copy of a letter which I
simultancously addressed to the United States Consul at this port, as well as the
deposition of one of the men overpowered by the boarding crew. .

4. The Clara I. Friend was seized by H.M. ship Plover, while fishing within the
three-mile limit, and the evidence was so strong against her that she would unquestion-
ably have heen condemned. Evidently her owner was of this opinion also.

5. I will at once inform Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington of the particulars of
this daring transaction, and suggest to him the propriety of laying the matter before the
American Government, with a view to a return of the vessel if carried to an American

ort.
P I have, &c.,
(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,
Lieutenant-Governor.

P.S. Since writing the above, I have reccived from the United States Consul the
communication of which I enclose a copy. Your Lordship will observe with pleasure
that General Scammon condemns the transaction, and has lost no time in telegraphing
the particulars of it to his Government.

W. R

The Right Honourable the Earl of i{imberley.
&e. &c. &e.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR t0 ADMIRAL FANSHAWE.

(Telegram.)

Charlottetown, 25th November, 1870.
Plover left yesterday, and last night prize schooner Clara I7. Friend was stolen from
her moorings. She will probably make for Gut of Canso. We have nothing here to
send after her, and she will probably escape unless you can intercept her from Halifax.
I have telegraphed Plover to Canso and Pictou. Wind westerly and light.
{Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON, .
Lieutenant-Governor.

LieEvTENANT-GOVERNOR to CaprAIN Poranp, H.M. Ship Plover, Picrovu.

(Telegram.)
. Charlottetown, 25th November, 1870.
The Clara F. Friend was stolen from this harbour this morning about daylight. No

means at disposal of Government here to recapture her. - Wind westerly and light.
(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON, |
: - Lieutenant-Governor.

Prince Edward Island, . .
Queen’s County, To wit. Court of Vice-Admiralty. )
Michael Furnis, of Charlottetown, in Prince Edward Island, carpenter, maketh
oath and saith: , :
That he was on Thursday, the 24th day of November instant, employed by Alfred

‘Hinde Yates, Esquire, Marshal of the Court of Vice-Admiralty for Prince Edward.
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Island, to guard and protect the American fishing schooner Clara F. Friend, then lying  Pusce
in the harbour of Charlottetown aforesaid, a prize, in the custody of the Marshal of Epwamw
the said Vice-Admiralty Court. That on the night of the said 24th day of SN0
November instant, at about ‘half-past 11 o'clock r.y, this deponent then being
below in the cabin of the said schooner, and off watch, was called on deck by his
comrade, John Thomas, who was then on watch ; that on coming on deck this deponent
observed a beat, with a crew of between fifteen and seventeen men on board, alongside
of the said schooner, on the starboard side of the fore-riggzing. Deponent then went to
the rail, and asked the men in the boat who they were, when one of them asked if they
were far from Southport ; deponent replied that they were a long way to leeward of
Southport. One of the men in the said boat then said that they would go on board for
a drink of water ; deponent replicd, that he would not allow them on board. A man
in the boat insisted that they woilld go-on board; some of them then attempted to
board the said schooner, when this deponent, being at the time armed with a rifle with
a fixed bayonet, pointed the bayonet at one of the crew ; the men in the boat then
rushed on board the said schooner; this deponent then unfixed his bayonet. Two of
the men from the boat then rushed at him, and took away his rifle. Deponent then
went below into the cabin. Among the men who boarded the said schooner this
deponent recognised Thomas Grady, who was master of the said schooner at the time of
her capture, as deponent is informed, and belicves, John Howe, late one of the crew of
the said schooner, and Michael McCarty, also one of the crew, That while deponent
was in the cabin, a man (whom deponent was informed, and believes, was the owner of
the said schooner) came below, and stated to deponent and his comrade, the said John
Thomas, that they need not be alarmed, that they would not be hurt, that if deponent,
and the said John Thomas would go along with them he would look after them ; he
also stated that he had been waiting in Charlottetown for three wecks, waiting for the
damned cutter (meaning H.NLS. Plover) to leave. And this deponent further saith:
that the said Thomas Grady, together with the men who so boarded the said schooner,
got the said schooner under weigh, and proceeded under sail out of the harbour of
Charlottetown aforesaid ; and when about three miles outside the said harbour, this
deponent, together with the said John Thomas, and one James Stewart, who was on
board the said schooner when she was so boarded, were put into a boat with four oars,
and cast adrift from the said schooner, the said schooner proceeding on her way to sea.
That this deponent, with his comrades, arrived at the entrance of the harbour of
Charlottetown about half-past 3 o'clock a.M. of Iriday, the 25th day of November
instant, and immediately procceded to Charlottetown. N
is
(Signed) MICHAEL x FURNIS.
mark.

Sworn to before me, at my chambers, in
Charlottetown, in Prince Edward Island, this
25th day of November, a.n. 1870.

The above Affidavit having been first truly read
over to the said Michael Turnis, who
appeared to understand the same, and who
made his mark thereto in my presence.

(Signed) R. HODGSON,
Judge of Vice-Admiralty Court of Prince
Edward Island.

I do herchy certify that the name “ R. Hodgson,”
with the addition, “Judge of Vice-Admiralty
Court of Prince Idward Island,” to the
Jurat of the Affidavit on the other side
written, is of the proper hand-writing of Sir
Robert Hodgson, Knight, Judge of the Vice-
Admiralty Court of Prince Edward Island
aforesaid ; and that full faith and credit is
due, and ought to be given, to all his acts and
attestations in his aforesaid capacity. In
testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed
my name, and set hereto the Great Seal of
Prince LEdward Island, this 25th day of
November, A.p. 1870.

WILLIAM ROBINSON,

Licutenant-Governor of Prince Edward Island.
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LicuteNayt-GovERryor Rosixsoy to Guserarn IS, P, Scantox.

S, Government House, 25th November, 1870.

I have the honour to inform you, that the United States schoouer Clara I, Iriend,
lately seized by I'LM.S. Plower, for a breach of the Fishery laws, and up to yesterday
in the custody of the Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty Court, was, last night, boarded by
the owner and an armed crew of sixteen persons, who, having overpowered the men
in charge of the schooner, made sail on the vessel and took her out of port.

2. I have no means at my disposal of recapturing the vessel, but I have telegraphed
particulars of the transaction to the Admiral at IHalifax and to the Commander ol the
Llover at Pictou, in the hope that they may be able to intercept the schooner before she
gets through the Gut of Canso. .

3. 1 feel sure that you will lose no timein telegraphing such information to your
Government as will cause the Clara I°. Iriend to be seized and detained at the first port
in the United States at which she may call, in the cvent of her eluding our cruisers in
the Gut of Canso.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,
General E. P. Scammon, Lieutenant-Governor.
United States Consul, Charlottetown.

GENERAL E. P. Scayyox to his Honour the LiEuTExANT-GOVERNOR of Prince
Edward Island.

United States Consulate at Prince Edward Island,
S, Charlottetown, 25th November, 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s communication of
this morning in reference to the forcible seizure of an American vessel, in custody of
officials of Her Majesty’s Government in this colony,

I enclose a copy of my telegram to the Secretary of State at Washington.
How such an act, equivalent to piracy by our own statutes, could have been perpe-
trated by sane men I cannot understand.
I have, &c,,
The Lieutenant-Governor of (Signed) E. P. SCAMMON, Consul.
Prince Edward Island.

(Telegram.) .

United States Consulate at Prince Edward Island,
Charlottetown, 25th November, 1870.
American fishing schooner Clura I7. Iriend, of Gloucester, M., legitimately seized by
IH.M.S. Plover, for violation of Fishery Laws, and lying in this port, was boarded
by her owner and crew of sixteen armed men last night—her guard put on shore on
an island outside the harbour, and the vessel taken off.
- L. P. SCAMMON, Consul.
Hon. Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C. U. S. A.

No. 3.
Lieutenant-Governor Robinson to the Earl of Kimberley.
(No. 17.) Halifax, 28th November, 1870.
My Lorbp, (Recoived 14th December, 1870.)

Referring to my Despatch, No 16,* of the 25th instant, I have now the honour to
inform your Lordship that the prize schooner Clara I. Friend has been recaptured by
H.M.S. Plover, and taken back to Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.

2. I received the following tclegram from the captain of the Plover on-Saturday
morning at Pictou: : .
“ Thanks for telegram. Prize recaptured. Written to you at Halifax.”
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b And in a private letter, which I received from Captain Poland at this place yesterday,
e says:

1 received your telegram about noon ycsterday oft Port ITawkesbury, and imme-
‘ diately anchored at Port Mulgrave, oun the Nova Scotia shore, close in behind a high
‘¢ point of land, to await the schooner in case she should be reckless cnough to come
““ this way. Just before it was quite dark I caught sight of him going down midstream
‘ at a great pace, and at once weighed and gave chase and captured him in less than an
“ hour. The master and ahout half the crew bolted on shore in the boat, the owner and
‘“three or four of the men were taken in the schooner. I am on my return to
¢ Charlottetown, which port I shall reach on Sunday.”

3. I am greatly pleased that the affair has turned out as it has. The recapture of the
prize will save the delay and inconvenience of having to await the radelivery of the
vessel and crew from the United States.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) WILLIAM ROBINSON,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, Lieutenant-Governor.
&e. &e. &ec. :

Despatch from the Secretary of State.

"No. 1.

The Larl of Kimberley to Lieutenant-Governor Lobinson.

(No. 39.)
SR, Downing Street, 17th December, 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 15,* of the
23rd of November, reporting the steps which you have taken to give effect to the
decision adopted by Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the admission of' United
States fishing vessels to British ports for the purpose ¢f obtaining supplies and trans-
shipping fish.

I approve of the course you have adopted, and notice with satisfaction the assurance
contained in your despatch that the Government of Prince Edward Island will ‘not be
found disposed to act otherwise than in unison with Her Majesty’s Government and the
Government of the Dominion in any steps, which it may be necessary to take hereafter
for the more effectual prevention of encroachments on the Colonial Iisheries by foreigu
vessels.

' I have, &c.,
The Lieutenant-Governor, (Signed) KIMBERLEY.
Prince Edward Island.

Prince
Epwagrp
Iscawnp.

No. 1.

¢ Page 53,
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CORRESPONDENCE

BETWEEN

The Colonial Office and the Foreign Office.

No. 1.
The Foreign Office to the. Colonial Office.

Sik, : Downing Street, 17th December, 1870.

With reference to my letter of the Sth of November,*® enclosing a copy of a letter
from the Admiralty reporting the seizure of the United States fishing schooners Foam
and Clara F. Friend, I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, fo be
laid before Earl Granville, copies of two despatches from the Lieutenant-Governor of
Prince Edward Island reporting the circumstances under which the latter of these
vessels was, whilst in the custody of the Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Prince
Edward Island, scized by some of her former crew and taken out of port,and subse-
quently recaptured by H.M.S. Plover, off the coast of Nova Scotia.

Lord Kimberley proposes, with the concurrénce of Lord Granville, to convey to the
Lieutenant-Governor of Prince Iidward Island the expression of his approval of the steps
taken by him on this occasion.

Copics of these papers have been communicated to the Admiralty.

I have, &c.
The Right Hon. E. Hammond. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
No. 2.
The Foreign Ofiice to the Colonial Office.
SIR, Dovwning Street, 19th December, 1870.

With reference to my letter of the 10th of October,* relating to the North
American Fisheries, I am directed by the Karl of Kimberley to transmit to you, for the
information of Earl Granville, the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Lieutenant-
Governor of Prince Edward Island respecting the steps which he has taken to give effect
to the decision arrived at by Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the admission of
United States fishing vessels to British ports for the purpose of obtaining supplies and
of transshipping fish.

Lord Kimberley has approved the course taken by the Lieutenant-Governor.
I have, &ec.,

The Right Hon. E. Hammond. (Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
No. 3.

The Foreign Office to the Colonial Office. |

Sir, Foreign Office, 27th December, 1870.

In reply to your letter of the 17th instant,* I am directed by Earl Granville to
request that you will state to the Earl of Kimberley that his Lordship concurs in the
proposed approval of the proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor ot,Pru.lce Edward
Island in regard to the recapture of the Clara F. Friend by Her ll\l'IaJestg; s ship Plover.

ave, &c.,
The Under Secretary of State, (Signed) E. HAMMOND.
Colonial Office. -
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Privox
Epwarp
Isranp.

CORRESPONDENCE

BETWEEN
The Colonial Office and the Admiralty.
No. 1. No. 1.
The Colonial Office to the Admiralty.
SIR, Downing Street, 17th December, 1870.

With reference to your letter of the 2nd ultimo,* forwarding a copy of a despatch _ *Page 15,

from the Vice-Admiral commanding on the North American Station reporting the ey "

seizure of the United States fishing schooners Foam and the Clara F. Friend, . .
I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, for the information of the N}::.‘,,{&f"“‘
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of two despatches from the Lieutenant- 1870 page 54.
Governor of Prince Edward Island reporting the circumstances under which the latter No.17,28h
of these vessels was, whilst in the custody of the Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty Court, ,g;'o“;ﬁ;g 5.
seized by some of her former crew and taken out of port, and subsequently recaptured
by H.M.S. Plover off the coast of Nova Scotia.

. Copies of these papers have been communicated to the Foreign Office.

I am, &e,,
(Signed) H. T. HOLLAND.
The Secretary to the Admiralty.
No. 2. No. 2!
The Admiralty to the Colonial Office.
SIR, ' Admiralty, 28th December, 1870.

With reference to former correspondence relative to the capture of the United
States schooner Clara F. Friend, by HM.S. Plover, I am commanded by my
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will acquaint the Earl of
Kimberley that their Lordships have received information that the vessel was con-
demned, on 12th instant, in the Vice-Admiralty Court at Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island, and ordered to be sold on the 19th instant.

A similar communication has been made to the Foreign Office.
I am, &c.,
(Signed) THOS. WOLLEY.

Sir F. Rogers, Bart.,
Colonial Office.

I2
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NEWFOUNDLAND.

Despatch from the Governor.

Governor ILIL to the Earl of Kimberley.

(No. §5.) Government House, Newfoundland,
26th November, 1870.
My Lorp, (Received 27th December, 1870.)

~ T'have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, Captain Pasley’s
Report on the Fisherics of this island and Labrador for the year 1870.

2. The Fisheries of Newfoundland were productive; but on the Coast of Labrador
the fishing during the first year has been a failure, principally caused by the ice and the
hoisterous severc scason.

3. Many fishermen and their families depending on the Labrador fishing may, I fear,
suffer deprivation and want during this winter; but the local government are doing
what they can for their relief by finding employment for them on the public roads, that
they may be enabled to support their families, if inclined to work, and thus help them-
selves; but the Newfoundlander, whilst he freely exposes his life to danger on the sea in
all scasons and evinces great industry as a fisherman, any other labour appears to be
distasteful to him.

4. It is during the winter or idle period of the year the merchants are so appre-
hensive of violence and plundering on the part of those men who may have been
unsuccessful during the previvus fishing season, and more particularly are they alarmed
just now, the troops having been removed ; but I trust the winter may pass without any
disturbance or rioting, as the Government will do all in their power to ensure peace and’
order. I have, &c.,

The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, STEPHEN J. HILL.

&ec. &c. &e. .

FORWARDING REPORT ON THE NEWIFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
FISHERIES.
H.M.S. Niobe, at St. John’s, 24th October, 1870.

Sz, (Reccived 24th October, 1870.)
I beg to forward herewith, for your Excellency’s information, a report on the

Newfoundland and Labrador IPisheries for this year.
I have, &c.,

To His Excellency Colonel Stephen (Signed) RUSSELL S. PASLEY,
J. Hill, C.B., Governor of Newfoundland. Commander.

REroRT ON THE NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR FISIERIES.

NEWFOUNDLAND COAST.

On visiting first the South Shore of Newieandland, in the month of June, I found
the fish very late in striking in on the coast, consequently could only form an idea of
what the catch might be by the end of the season; I was informed though, by the
majority of the fishermen, that a good season was anticipated, as the catch, though at

that time small, consisted of large fish in good condition. ‘ '
The weather, also, on the banks having been so bad as to cause the French fishing to
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be almost a failure, and as they had had many losses in May, both of vessels, boats, Newrounp-
and men, the Newfoundland men were in hopes of a larger number of fish striking in 14w
for the coast. -

Again, the Newfoundland fishermen had not sold so much bait from the coast to the
French, as they generally do.

There were some complaints of distress on the South Shore, but not more than is
usually to be found among these improvident people, who, when they do have a good
season, spend all their earnings at once, without thinking of putting any by in case of
a bad season the following year.

On the West Coast the fishing had been a great success for the French, and also for
the few Newfoundlanders that were allowed the privilege of fishing.

In the Straits of Belle Isle, particularly on the Labrador Coast, from Red Bay West-
ward to Bonne Esperance, the season had been better than remembered for twenty-
four years ; this I attribute in a great measure to the fish remaining in the narrow part
of the Straits, unable to go to the Northward owing to the great quantity of ice packed
oflf the Labrador Coast, in the vicinity of Battle Harbour, and North and East of that

ace. ~
P The weather, both on the South and West Shore, had been far better than last year,
though there has been much fog; the absence of ice on the coast has allowed the fish
30 strike in. The Straits of Belle Isle were impassable, however, till the 23th of

une.

On my return to St. John’s after the first cruise round the island, I found that
anticipations of a good catch on the South Shore had been realized.

The French fishing on the East Coast has been bad, owing to ice coming in on
the coast atter the fishing had commenced, compelling the fishermen to do nothing but
wait till it went off, which did not take place till the latter end of June.

During my first cruise, on visiting ports in the Straits of Belle Isle, in the vicinity of
Forteau, thirteen French schooners were found trespassing west of that place, and were
ordered off by Lieutenant Hughes, according to my instructions, after taking their
names, which I reported by letter to Commodore Mer, French senior officer on the
Fisheries, on my arrival at Croc.

LABRADOR COAST.

Though being prepared, on leaving St. John’s in September, to receive bad accounts
of the Labrador catch, I did not anticipate finding, as I did, almost a perfect failure on
most parts of the coast ; thereby great distress may be expected during the winter at St.
John’s amongst these fishermen.

As an instance of the bad season at Gready Island, usually one of the most successful
stations, Messrs. King and Larmour could only pay their men for four quintals each,
about 56s. currency, when it is considered that 30 quintals is the lowest a man can earn
to clear himself of his outfit.

This failure is owing to the succession of North and N.E. gales, and great quantities of
ice on the coast, Hopedale not being open till the 27th of July, and closed in again on
the 17th August. o .

Mr. Norman, of Indian Harbour, had a boat waiting off Hopedale for some days
after the 25th August, but being unable to get into the harbour, returned on the 20th
September. ' |

Some fishermen did well in the vicinity of Mannock’s Island, owing to a gap forming
in the ice, allowing the fish to strike in, and those men who were on the spot making a '
good catch. The price of fish is low this year on the Labrador, the merchants not
giving more than 16s. currency.

The seal fishery in the spring was good on the average, the steamers from St. John’s
. and Harbour Grace having realised large profits.

St. Prerre—I arrived here on the 20th of May (not having seen any vessels on the
banks, owing to thick weather), and found the harbour full. I was informed by Captain
Mer that the I'rench fishing had been bad owing to the weather, they having expe-
rienced eight losses during the first fourteen days of May. - :

" The town of St. Pierre appears to be thriving ; the Governor has established a. charity-
school for girls, the children of poor fishermen, on the Islands of St. Pierre and
Miquelon, under direction of the Sisters of Mercy of the Convent.

There are 36 at present in the institution, but they will have more as soon as the
- house can be enlarged. The girls are taught principally needle-work, cooking, and ’
domesti¢ arrangements, = I - S
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The convent is particularly well kept.

The Governor has also put up public baths, which the population can use, hot or
cold, at Gd. a bath. :

The anchorage for large ships is bad.

Trepassky, June 9th—The fishing had not commenced, the caplin only just coming
in, so rendered it impossible to say what the catch would be. The population had not
altered since last year ; the place still thriving. '

S1.Manry's, June 13th.—Found the fishing had just commenced (though the cod had
not struck into the bay), several boats going out with cod seines as we anchored. Very
favourable reports were made regarding the size of the fish off Cape St. Mary’s, but that
is not unusual, it being a noted place for large cod.

I did not hear of any complaints, with the exception of a few patients for the doctor,
onc at Ilolyrood Pond, a young woman suffering from acute rheumatism, and living in
a hovel harely ten fcet square. '

I called on Mr. Murphy, the magistrate, who was too unwell to see me. ~

The bottom of the harbour is covered in a most wonderful manner with flat fish, the
water being very clear, and being able to see the bottom in 15 or 18 feet of water,
these fish may be scen literally covering the ground, and from two to three deep.

The fishermen won’t cat them, and characterised our men as cannibals for so doing,
though the officers and myself found, that although inferior to cod, they were palatable
and wholesome.

The inhabitants of St. Mary's are a very large race of men, few of them being under
5 feet 10 inches in height. The population is about 2000, Roman Catholics.

During a thick fog fifty fishing vessels arrived, leaving the next morning for the
Cape.

Some fishermen do well by fishing on Holyrood Pond during the winter.

Pracrxtia, June 16th—A very clean, tidy place, but the tide running very strong
into the harbour, causes a nasty sea for boats on the bar. The fishing had been good
up to date.

31 large boats, 5 men, averaging 60 quintals.
25 ) 4 9 40 B

20 punts 2 s 22 »

Whilst here I observed a boat-load of very large cod, mother fish, landed, and on
inquiry found they had been caught with the bultow. Remonstrating with the fisher-
men about the use of the bultow, I was told, “ We know it docs harm, but other people
use it; we do tco.” Several millions of fish must have been, prevented from being
spawned by that one take. :

Burry, June 18th.—I found this place looking well. The population about the seme
as last year, 1500.

The fishing up to date had not been very good, I heard the same complaint about the
bultow, and, owing to a conversation with a Mr. Berteau, and also some of the fishermen,
think it would be advisable if the Newfoundland government would make fishing by
bultow illegal for at least 3 years, to try if the absence of them would increase the
number of fish on the coast. o ‘

I visited the Light-house, and found everything nice and clean ; this light is sometimes
seen {from Cape St. Mary’s, a distance of 35/, . ,

GreAT ST. LAwRENCE, June 20th.—About 600 inhabitants, of whom 500 are Roman
Catholics, the rest Protestants.

Father Kinsella is the priest, but there is no Protestant clergyman, the service
generally being read by the schoolmaster.

Had a complaint fromra Protestant fisherman named David Pike, that the Roman
Catholics intended to pull down a fishing stage he had built on the land-wash, in front
of the Roman Catholic chapel,aroad intervening between the land-wash and the Church
field. Tather Kinsella also requested me to order Pike to pull his stage down, on the
plea the land-wash was Church property. ‘ ‘

I wrote to His Excellency Governor Hill (posting the letter at St. Pierre), requesting
him to send down a legal opinion as to who was entitled to the land-wash or fore-shore,
giving Pike, at the same time, a notice to 'the effect, that whoever destroyed his
property would be liable to be punished according to law. ‘ :

The fishing had *been very poor, as the men have only small boats, which they are
unable to remain out fishing in, except in fine weather, and the weather at St. Lawrence
this year has been bad. '

There is no firm, each man fishing for himself to sell to collecting schooners.
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Lirree St. LAWRENCE, June 21st.—The few inhabitants here had done pretty well in Newrovsp-
the salmon fishery, as the river was so low as to prevent the fish running up,and so were  LAxD.
netted at the mouth. -

St. PiErrE, June 23rd, on account of fog. Found H. I M. S. La Touche Triville,
arrived on account of yellow fever in the West Indies; lost two officers and three men.

Very few vessels in harbour. ,

Harpour BreroN, June 25th.—Mr. Gallop, the agent to Newman & Co., informed me
the fishing had been rather above the average. The weather had evidently been mode-
rate, as Mr. Gallop’s garden was in a flourishing condition, much more forward than any
at St. John’s on our departure.

Burero IsLanps, June 26th.—The cod fishing had been very poor up to date, the fish
small ; on leaving, observed a large number of boats fishing, and not appearing to catch
any.

yAn American, by name Smalls, who has lived at Burgeo for 13 years, had done pretty
well in salmon, caught between Barachois or Grandy’s-brook, and the Islands. There
are numerous islands. The place wants surveying badly.

The fishermen appear pretty well off, and there is grass enough on some of the Islands
to keep cows and sheep.

The business of potting lobsters has been given up here, one Jersey house having
removed, and, also, it was found it did not pay.

There has been extensive fires on the main land this spring, supposed to have originated
with the Indians, who burn the woods, either for mischief or by carelessness.

No complaints. ' '

LittLe HarBoUR, LAPoILE BAy, June 29th.—Messrs. Clermont, Renouf & Co. had done
very well this year, having shipped off four cargoes, and the fifth loading on our arrival,
having sent home about 250 tons, or 5000 quintals a cargo. .

Found some distress here, the people on the North shore of the harbour living in
wretched tumble-down huts.

On walking to Great Harbour, met a young woman named Eliza Hopworth, who
informed me that she, her mother, and sister had to exist on £10 currency, a year,
government relief, and had no opportunity of earning more. ‘

Eliza Hopworth was suffering from a scrofulous disease of the bones of the leg,
rendering her perfectly unable to work, the mother also fecble.

The father of this girl was in the employ of a fishing firm at Great Harbour, but on
it being closed the whole family were left destitute, the father dying shortly after.

We rendered some little assistance in the shape of money, but as these cases of
poverty are of such constant occurrence, it is difficult to tell who are the most deserving
of relief.

GrEAT HARBOUR, LA Poire.—Place deserted, with the exception of the Stipendiary
Magistrate’s house, and a few fishermen’s stores, wharves, &c., appear in good repair.

SypxEY, CAPE BrEroy, July 1.—To coal. ‘

- ST. GEORGE'S BAy, July 8th—The fishing had been very good, the trade is nearly all
-with Halifax.

Some fishermen were anxious to know how far the French had a right to fish on the
coast ; also, the old story of saying ‘“herring” and “salmon ” are not jisk, and if the
French could take the latter. o

The population remains about the same, 1700. Mr. Lind, the Protestant clergyman,
died last fall. People were quiet, and their gardens looked after in a most creditable
manner. ‘

I sent Lieutenant Jenkings to St. George’s River, who found three nets illegally
placed, and destroyed them. There were no owners to be seen. ,

This is a very common practice, but generally the fishermen, if they get warning of a
- ship coming, place their nets legally, and on the ship going, at once place them right
across the river again. St. George’s river abounds in trout. . '

Bay or Isnanps, York Harsour, July 1lth.—There are no ‘inhabitants at this
harbour, but on visiting Wood Harbour, found a man named Lovell, who had burnt his
house down by accident in the spring, and so was left nearly destitute; said he did not
know where to look to buy food for the week. ‘ ,

On being asked *“ if he hadn’t plenty of cod and lobsters,” said “yes,” but evidently
did not consider those fit for food. - oo ‘

I directed him to go on board the ship, when a collection of sea boots, hats, flannel
shirts, &c., was soon made for him. ' - ,

A complaint was made by three brothers, Sheppard, that the French Commodore had
ordered them away from Lake Harbour; I communicated with him on the subject.
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Prrasaxt Covr, HuMser Souxp, July 12th.—There is a good anchorage off
Mr. Petipas’ premises, surveyed this year by Commodore Mer, of ILLMS. Pr mzaugurt.

M. Petipas had doune well with herrings last fall, but on account of the low market,
had 1500 hogsheads waiting shipment. The populatlou of the Sound is Oradually
increasing, though a large fire this vear has burnt numbers out of house and home,
includixw the Rev. Mr. Rule.

A complamt was made to me, stated to have been made to Captain Parish in 1868,
viz. :—A Mr. Jeunix had stopped the wages of a man in his employ, who had stolen
£5 1»\ from a man named Shaw, and would pay Shaw the amount if any magistrate
would authorise him,

As I received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Rule giving me the particulars, and the theft
being perfectly clear, I authorized Mr. Jeunix to pay Shaw the sum. We had a very
melancholy case of poverty at this place. Thrce women, Bridget, Mariah, and Mary
Kcogh, widows of three brothers who were drowned last winter at Bonne Bay, were left
perfectly destitute.

The officers and men got up a subscription for them, amounting to £8 11s. 8d. together
with some flour, pork, &e. They have been endeavouring to return to Carbonear, their
original 1csxdence but having no money no schooner w ould grant them a passage.

The money was divided as S follow s, according to the number of children :—

Bridget . . . . . . . . £319 0
Mariah . . . . . . . . 3 60
Mary . . . . . . . . 1 6 8

The poorer fishermen of the Bay of Islands complain very much of the Americans
not being allowed to come and fish in the bay, as they supply flour and other goods at a
much cheaper rate than the Newfoundland merchants, viz.:—Flour at 325, a barrel
instead of G0s., which is what the poor fellows have to pay now.

I was informed that the brothers * Blake,” who at present fish the Humber River
with great success, intend to bar the same next season; this, as well as being illegal,
will of course injure their own prospects materially.

Cow Bay, July 13th.—There are eleven families in Small Harbour, who have done
very well this year. No French have interfered with them at all.

Port Savypers, July 14th.—One French establishment of Keppel Island done well.
Found here a small schooner belonging to Bonne Bay, which had filled in a week, off
Bonne Esperance, 200 quintals, 5 men.

Hawke’s Hareour, July 15th.—Visited a salmon river and found a weir across; no
owner being on the spot, destroyed it thoroughly.

I partially destroyed this weir last year, and cautioned the owner not to erect it again.
I was unable to find him this year. Some men from Codroy Island had done well up
the river, trapping beaver, and salting salmon, which salmon they were taking down in
bulk in a boat, to Codroy.

St. MARGARET’S Bay, July 16th.—Jesse Ilumber came on board, and complained of
the I'rench not having allowed him to fish the Castor’s river above Salt-water, and also
that a man had fired at his store.

I wrote on this subject to Commodore Mer.

A firm named Stanbier & Co., from St. John’s Island, have monopolized the fishing
of this river. Humber has no salmon this season. ‘

Axcoor Point, Sr. BArsr’s Bay, July 10th.—Fishing had been very good. There
had been several cases of low fever, one man, Grange, looked very bad.

Frower’s Covr, July 19th.—At the request of His Excellency Governor Hill, I visited
this place with the intention of obtaining information and witnesses relative to a
Frenchman named Garro, having shot a man called Furlong, with intent to kill; the
latter not being in the vicinity, and there being no anchorage, I did not remain.

I subsequently heard that Furlong was at Loup Bay, about three miles from Forteau,
at which place I remained eight days, during which time Furlong, who had been
informed by the Rev. Mr. Dobie that the Niobe was at Forteau, never appeared on board
to make his complaint, so I could take no steps against Garro, in fact it was difficult to
find his whereabouts.

The fishing at Flower’s Cove had been good, but there had been some low typhoid
fever there; I saw one young girl recovering, but very weak, so I sent her some
extractum carnis, and Port Wine.

ForTEAU, J uly 19th to 27th—During which time the boats visited ports East and
West.

The fishing had been better here than they had known it for twenty-four years, so
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much so, that though there were still plenty of fish, the fishermen refused to go out to
catch any more, as they said they had caught enough to keep them for the winter.

I had a complaint against a carpenter named of the Jersey House, for
striking the fishing captain, and also threatening his life; proved the striking but not
the threatening, so fined him £2, which sum I forwarded to the Governor on my arrival
at St. John’s,

Lieutenant Hughes, in the cutter, returned on the 24th inst. with two French
schooners he had found trespassing, and though warned off by him from Greenly Island,
were discovered at Bonne IKsperance two days later, he boarded nine schooners
altogether, taking their names as under, all of which I reported to Commodore Mer.

After detaining the two which were brought in to Forteau two days, I released them,
having noted on their certificates when and where they were seized.

The Church Schooner Star, with Bishop Kelly, arrived on the 21st.

Places visited by Lieutenant Hughes, July 19th to 24th.

Branc Saprox.—TFishing very good, 4500 quintals, 20 boats.

Woopy Isranp.—Fishing very good, 5000 quintals, 37 boats.

Brapore.—Cod very good, seal poor, only 127 this year.

Lepae’s Isuaxp.—Fishing very good, till 10th inst.

BeLLes AMours.—Fishing very good; a very nice, tidy place, the people being the
most respectable I met last year.

MinpLe Bay.—One man, who fishes at Belles Amours.

Five LeacuEs.—Four deserted houses.

Piceoxy Cove, House IsLaxp.—Salmon, 40 barrels.

SatmoN Bay.—One family, caught 30 barrels.

At Woopy IsLaND a complaint was made that seven French vessels had been fishing
at Greenly Island for some time, that they had been ordered to leave by the Canadienne,
but the captain of that vessel had not remained to see his orders carried out.

Lieutenant Flughes boarded these vessels, who acknowledged to being there for the
purpose of fishing, with two exceptions, who pretended they had come for salt, but fresh
fish found in their holds rendered that a very lame excuse; he then ordered them off
immediately.

At BerLes Awmours, Lieutenant Hughes was informed that two of the French
schooners had left Greenly Island so hurriedly that they left their boats behind them,
but at the request of the master of the Lion, were allowed to remain till the boats were

ot off.
; At Trve Lracves HAruovr, there were two French schooners fishing. \

At BoxNE ESPERANCE, Saryox Cove, a fisherman, named Dunn, made a complaint
that on the 10th October, 1869, an American named Dodge, who fishes there, had taken
a daughter of his away in the schooner in which he left for the United States. In
retaliation, Dunn has seized one of Dodge’s boats, but was advised by Mr. Hughes to
return it.

On Lieutenant Hughes inquiring about the alleged depredations on Mr. Dodge’s nets,
his agent informed him that he imagined it must have occurred in the vicinity of Battle
" Harbour, but that Mr. Dodge had not been on the coast since October, 1869.

Five Leacves Harsour—Mr. Hughes found two of the schooners he warned away
from Greenly, seized them, and brought them to Forteau.

Names of schooners hoarded by Lieutenant Hughes in the cutter.

Ranger, Rencontre, Saint Guad, Bonita, Espain, Lion, Economie, Dorothie, St. Marie.

Westery Movistr, July 25.—Fishing good. Mr. Elworthy had not been fortunate at.

Rinware Brook, the salmon being scarce. ‘

Easrery Mopisre.—Catch very good, about 60 quintals per man.

Rep Bay, July 26th.—The catch had been very good during the commencement of
the season, but being rather eastward in the straits, the ice striking in had driven the
fish back ; Mr. Penny, however, anticipating a good season.

.~ The flour that was purchased for the poor at this place, at St. John’s, by H. M. S.
Sphinz, was sent up last fall. ‘ . ‘
Cuareau Bay, July 27th.—Henley Harbour, fishing very good, five families average
about 50 quintals a man. , T

A Mr. Hunt had done well in salmon, seventy barrels, which he sends to America,
but principally to New York ; some of the, salmon he had must have weighed over
40 1bs., green; the large ones are packed in just the same sized barrels as the small,
only doubled up. ‘ :

St. AxTiioNY, July 30th.—DBoth French and English fishermen have done very badly
this year, owing to the bad weather and cold season. ‘ K

NEWFOUND-
LAND.



NEWFOUND-
LAND,

66 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE

A complaint was brought by fishing captain Lambi, that one of his boats at anchor
was damaged, and cable lost through the schooner Pioneer, Master, Isaac Flourance,
running into it on the 4th July, while beating into the harbour.

Without waiting to see what damage was done, the schooner put to sea. Captain
Lambi spoke to Mr. Maddox of Carbonear, the brother of the owner, but could get no
satisfaction.

The damage is estimated at £20, but Lambi is willing to take £10. I did not see the
schooner at Harbour Grace, so did not communicate with Messrs. Maddox, being in
hopes of mecting her on the Labrador.

A man named Robert Simms was very anxious to free his conscience from the charge
of retaining in his possession the sum of £18, belonging to his nephew, who was
drowned last winter, by swearing before me that he had nothing in his possession
belonging to his nephew. I therefore took his statement on oath, and gave him a copy ;
he appeared quite satisfied, though I informed him it was not the least use to him,

Croc, July 31st—The French storeship Eurydice here; received a letter from
Commodore Mer, relative to some burning of fishing houses near Cape Rouge, and also
a few trifling matters on the West Coast.

Care Rouee, August 1st.—Visited Cape Rouge, and also the place where the depre-
dations were committed (as mentioned by Captain Mer) ; found that two houses, and
also part of the fishing stage had been burned by two men, named Frederick and John
Butler, of Middle Bright, South Shore, Conception Bay, last October, on their return
from the Labrador.

On these men being remonstrated with by some fellow fishermen there at the time,
they replied, “ We burn the houses for the sake of the nails;” this, of course, was a poor
excuse, the damage being done purely from mischief.

The Frenchmen, on arriving on the coast this spring, finding these houses burnt, had
to erect huts for themselves, thereby delaying their fishing, having to employ all their
men to cut timber, &c.

I requested the proprictor, Mr. Pouliquan, to make an estimate of the damage done,
and forward the same to Commodore Mer, at Croc, whom I hoped to meet in September ;
but owing tu the war between Prussia and France, there were no French vessels at Croc
on my arrival on the 10th September.

The fishing at Cape Rouge had been bad. T was asked by the guardian of the estab-
lishment at this place, Who had the right of fishing on Groais and Belle Island ? they being
ten miles off the coast; the French claim it, and prevent the English from fishing there.

I could not give a decisive answer, but intended to communicate with Commodore
Mer, at Croc, which intention failed through his absence.

Snor Cove, August 3rd—Walked to La Scie harbour to inquire into a statement
made to me by Commodore Mer, to the effect that an Englishman had built a house on
French fishing ground, and had refused to go, but ascertained from French fishing
captain Garri, that the Englishman had left last winter, after pulling his house
down.

With regarc to the complaint made to me last year by fishermen at Shoe Cove, to the
effect that the French fishermen had, after taking shelter in Shoe Cove for stress of
weather, robbed their nets on their return home,—I was informed by Captain Mer, and
also by Garri himself, that the nets must have been destroyed by bad weather, as the
only grounds of complaint were, that the I'rench took part of an English net into La
Scie, giving it up to the guardian, this portion of a net was found at sea by the French-
men soon after the gale.

I did not see the men this year, who brought the complaint; their names are Grey
and Carey.

The fishing had been fair at this place, but the people are very neglectful of their
stages, the stench from decayed cods’ heads being so intolerable that, though pretty well
used to the smell, I was very nearly ill; in any climate but this 1t would breed a pesti-
Ience. There is some cultivation here, potatoes.growing very well; there are also a
variety of trees, which renders the scenery more cheering than that of the everlasting
spruce firs.

The road from La Scie to Shoe Cove is good.

Tinr CovE, August 4th.—Messrs. Bennett and McKay had done well in copper this
year. The place improving ; a very ‘good-sized church has been built by Messrs. Bennett
and McKay, not quite finished, and though the exterior is not handsome, the interior
bids fair to be so.

There is no fishing establishment here.

INp1AN Brook, Harr’s Bay, August 4th.—The Indians carry on a trade here, taking
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deer to Tilt Cove, Toulingurt, &c., in the season, also trapping bear, beaver, &c., during
the winter. They also do well by acting as guides for people who go to the bay to shoot
and fish; often military officers starting from that place, and crossing the island to
Humber Sound.

The Indians are very tall men (Micmacs), some of those who were on board being
from 6ft. 2in. to 6ft. 5in. in height.

HArsourR GRACE, August 4th —Trade was thriving at this place, butbeing early in the
season the merchants had received no reliable reports of the Cod Fishery on the Labrador,
their usual trade during the summer months.

Made inquiries respecting the Butlers, of Cape Rouge notoriety; found they were not
expected till October 20th.

St. Jonn’s, August 12th.

SYDNEY, C.B., August 17th—To provision ship.

St. Jonn’s, August 23rd.—To give ship’s company leave, &c.

Croc, September 9th.—Came here to communicate with Commodore Mer, but found
he had left for St. Pierre.

OccasioNar Harnour, September 11th.—The fishermen here had done well; in fact,
it usually is a good ground, the average catch this year beingabout 30 quintals. During
the three days I remained here, the weather was so bad no boat left the harbour, and a
large iceberg was blown into the harbour and grounded about one mile inside the
entrance,

Inprax TickiE, September 14th.—No vessel loaded as yet ; fishing very bad; Mr.
Hennerbury anticipated a serious loss: he was also unfortunate in the spring, seal ﬁshmg,
having shot and killed a large number of the seals, the ice took off, and "the steamers
coming up from St. John's and Harbour Grace, were enabled to get to the ice, and so
took Mr. Hennerbury’s, and some other man’s seals; Mr. Hennerbury and the other
being unable to work up against the wind to their seals.

CurLew Harsour, Scptember 15th.—Only a few men making fish for sale to the
establishments.

At Greapy Ispaxp I put in for shelter, anticipating a gale.

CarrwricaT Harpour, SaNpwicH BAY Scptemberl(th ~—Messrs. Hunt and Co. had
failed in the cod fishery; and the salmon had been only fair, about 290 ticrce salt, and
40,0001bs. in tins. They had been obliged to send one vessel home empty, and the one
loadmfr while we were there will not have a full cargo.

INDIAN Harpour, HayirroN INLET, September 19th. —Everything white with snow.
Mr. Norman informed me the ﬁshm"‘ had been very poor, having not had more than
one-third of his usual catch.

I made inquiries rclative to coals left here by H.M.S. G’mmet, a report of which is
made in my letter, in duplicate, of this date to the Commander-in-Chief.

GreADY Harnour, September 20th.—The fishing here had been a total failure, not
one-third of a fair catch having been taken.

There was a quantity of icein the harbour, being mostly parts of two large bergs that
had grounded on the N.E. side of the island.

Messrs. King and Larmour had been obliged to send one vessel home unladen.

INDIAN TICKLF, September 22nd. —Remained here till the 24th, a strong blow from
N.N.E.

MeckLENBURG HARBOUR, September 25th.—No fishing place.

Outside Sopnia Harsour and MURRAY'S AxcioraGk the fishing had been good
There were several schooners from the northward making fish which they had brought
down green.

One vessel, the Guide, had 210 quintals among seven men, taken to the north of Cape.

Harrison.
DeEr HARBOUR, September 26th.— There are ro inhabitants here, though it is a very
- good harbour. Visited this place to inspect the grave of a man belon«rma to this ship

who died there last year, found it in good order, lepamted the headstone “and railings.”

Abreast of the grave is a good anchoratre :

Barrie Harnour, September 28th ~Had bad accounts of the herring catch, and the
cod had only paid fifteen quintals a mau. Made inquiries relative to Mr. Dodge, an
American, in compliance with Vice-Admiral George Wellesley’s Memorandum of the
24th August, but could not hear that he had been on the coast this year.

On entering Battle Harbour, the entrance was so blocked up. by herring nets, that, in
spite of using the utmost . pxecautlon stopping the screw when possible, unfortunately
one was damaged ; the owner afterwards came on board, and complained that two were
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destroyed, and the damage done was 20/, ; knowing this to be a false statement, and also
the nets being placed in the fairway, declined to pay anything.

There were only four schooners.

Cuanres Iarsorr, September 29th.—There were a few Newfoundland schooners
here, and one trader from Halifax. The fishing had been bad.

St. Axtnoxy's, October 1st.—TFor shelter; found all the French fishing population
gone alter a very bad scason.

Cart Rougk, October 3rd.—Ior the purpose of obtaining a deposition from the care-
taker of the French fishing stages, relative to the destruction of property, the result of
which I reported to his Excellency, Colonel Stephen J. Hill, C,B., in my letter of
the 23rd instant.

This was the last port ] visited prio-to returning to St. John’s, nearly all fishing,
except the late cod, having ceased.

I may mention that I was unsuccessful in visiting as many rivers in this island as I
wished, to prevent illegal netting, which, in some places, is carried on to a great extent,
one river, as I was informed, Great Cordroy, being nectted across for nearly nine miles
up ; owing to no harbour at the mouth, and bad weather, I was unable to go there.

With the exception of Castor’s River, I had no complaint of French fi:hermen in the
rivers.

The usual questions as to how far the French had a right to fish on the coast, and
whether they were permitted to take salmon and herring, were frequently met with, it
being difficult to persuade the Newioundlanders that the term ¢ fish™ in French means
all fish, they considering “cod ” only as fish.

I was unfortunate on my cruise down the N.E. shore not to find the French senior
officer, owing to war having occurred between France and Prussia, so was unable to
settle some matters relative to the fishing of the two nationalities in person, particularly
that relating to the Isles of Groais and Belle Isle, lat. 50° 45" N, long. 55° 30" W.

These heing situated ten miles from the shore, the New{oundlanders urge they are
not French coast, and the Treaty states, “ that the fishery assigned to the subjects of his
*“ most Christian Majesty, beginning at Cape St. John, passing to the North, and descend-
“ ing by the Western Coast of the Island of Newfoundland, shall extend to the place
“ called Cape Ray, situated in 47° 50’ latitude” The French claim and use these
islands for fishing on. ' : ’

In conclusion, I may state that, I heard fewer grievances from the Newfoundland men
on the coast than usual, as they are beginning to understand the French have the right
of the coast line according to Treaty, which right has always been to them considered
as unfair, and want of proper notices, and also having been misinformed to the contrary
by people who have misinterpreted the Treaty.

I have endeavoured to remedy this, both last year and the present one, by advice to
the Newfoundland fishermen, and, in some cases, by written notices, intrusted to the
guardians of the French property, in case of encroachments, to prevent any breach of

the Treaty.
RUSSELL S. PASLEY,
Commander and Sentor Naval Officer on the Fisheries.
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Letter from the Admiralty.

SIR, Admiralty, 23rd Dccembu 1870.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to
you, for the information of the Sccretary of State for the Colonies, the enclosed copies
of a Despatch, No. 56, of the 22nd November, and its cnclosuxes from the Vice-
Admiral in commaud of the North American Statxon, containing a General Report on
Newfoundland Fisheries for the ycar 1370.

I am, &e.,
VERNON LUSHINGTON. .
The Under Secretary of State
for the Colonies.

NEWFOUNDLAND FISHERIES GENERAL REPORT ror 1870.

(No. 56.)

SIR, Royal Alfred, Halifax, 22rd November, 1870,

The fishing season on the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador having drawn
to a close, I beg to forward herewith the report of Commander Russcll G. S. Pasley,
of the Niobe, the officer who has been cmployed on this service during the past
summer.

2. Though there have heen hardly any complaints this year, yet the divergence of
views of the colonists, who believe that the French have no nfrht to the rivers at all,
and the I'rench, who belicve that their rights to displace Elwllshmon extend up the
riv crs appears to render compromise difficult.

. The officer who may be employed on this service next year shall have orders to
galn all possible information on the subject.

4. The difference referred to in the sccond paragraph of page-52 of thc Report relates
to the Isle of Gevaisand Bell Island, on the N.I. coast, situated ten miles from the
actual coast; but I am informed by Commander Pasley that thé French ground their
claims upon ‘the fact that shese islands lic within a straight line connecting Cape St.John
and Cape Bould.

5. T also enclose Commander Pasley’s reply to their Lordships’ letter, No. 28 M, of
16th December, 1869.

6. A copy of this letter, and of Commander Pasley’s Report (Enclosure No. 1), will
be forwarded to the Governor of New Zealand.

have, &c.,
(Signed) E. I‘ANSIIAWI
The Secretary of the Admiralty. Vice-Admiral.

Inclosure No. 1.
Forwarpine ReErort on the NEwFouNDLAND and LaBrADOR FISDERIES.

Sik, - H.M.S. Aiobe, at Halifax, 8th November, 1870.
"I beg to forward herewith, for your information, a Report in duplicate on the
Newfoundland and Labrador Fisheries for this year.
' ' I have, &ec,,
(Signed) RUSSELL S. PASLLY,
To Vice-Admiral E. G. Fanshawe, Commander.
Commander-in Chief.

Enclosure No. 2
Loyt of River Tisnineg by the I'RExcn in NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, H.M.S. Niobe, Halifax, 18th November, 1870.

In compliance with Vice-Admiral Wellesley’s orders, dated Gth May, 1870,
rclative to obtaining a definition of the llmlts of the Freuch I‘ lshules in the rivers of
Newlo und land: ' L
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Newrorsi- 20 ] heg to report that I was unable to collect any information or opinion of any
MR value, owing in a great measure to the French lecaving the coast carly on account of the
war, and also 1 visited so few rivers where any person resided whom 1 could consult on

the matter. )

3. From previous experience on the coast T have an opinion that if the rivers
including the embouchure or mouth where the tides flow, were not molested by the
French, it would conduce in a great measure to establish harmony between the fishermen
of the two nations.

1 have, &ec.,
(Signed) RUSSELL S. PASLEY,

Vice-Admiral E. G. Fanshawe, Commander.

Commander-in-Chief, N. America.

Then follows the Rerorr on the Newrovsoraxp and Lasravor Fisuerizs for 1S70,
which will be found printed at page 60.

<

LONLON : TRINTED BY WILLIAM CLOWES AXD SONS STANFPORD STRRET AND CHARING CROSS.



