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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY -
• /

SUBMITTED TO THE

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

DOMINION ALLIANCE,
y

FEBRUARY 14, 1877. *

t

Four years ago several thousand citizens of Canada signed petitions 
which were duly presented to the Dominion Parliament, praying for 
the legislative suppression of the traffic in intoxicating beverages. -> 
When the session closed without the desired law being enacted, some 
of the petitioners manifested feelings of uneasiness and disappoint­
ment ; others realizing more fully the difficulties surrounding the 
question, and being better acquainted with the history of great reforms, 
found in the interesting and valuable reports presented to both Houses 
of Parliament by the committees to which the petitions had been re­
ferred, strong and unmswerable arguments in support of the state­
ments made in the petitions, and great encouragement to believe that 
ere long our legislature would rid the country of the legalized liquor 
traffic. Inspired by the amount of public interest awakened in the ques­
tion of prohibition, and aroused by the startling facts collected and pub­
lished by the committees, a much larger number of citizens of all the 
Provinces of the Dominion signed similar petitions in 1874 j when 
these were presented new committees were appointed, and the whole 
subject was brought before Parliament in able speeches by Hon. Mr. 
Vidal and Mr. G. W. Ross, in the Senate and House of Commons 
respectively, both of whom recommended that steps be taken to ascer­
tain the success of prohibitory legislation in the States of the American 
Union, where such legislation had been tried. The report of the 
commissioners appointed in compliance with these recommendations 
(Messrs. Manning and Davis) was laid before Parliament at its next 
session (1875) when a report of a comrtiittee, containing the following 
clause, was adopted by a vote of 25 to 17 in the Senate :

-« Thu in view of these facts and considerations, it appears that the time has 
now arrived when the attention of the Government should be given to this impor­
tant question—with a view to the introduction of a bill to prohibit the manufac­
ture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors (except for mechanical and medi- 

• 1 purposes) throughout the Dominion, at the earliest possible date compatible
with the public interest.”
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.The House of Commons also affirmed the principles of prohibition 

by the following resolution : * *
“That having regard to the beneficial effects arising from prohibitory liquor 

laws in the States of the American Union, where the same are fully carried out, 
this House is of the opinion that the most effectual remedy for the evils of intem­
perance would be to prohibiUthe manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating 
liquors. ”

Before the close of the session of 1875 a number of members of / 
the House of Commons met in caucus and appointed a Committee of 
sixteen to call for delegates to a convention to be held in Montreal. 
The Convention (which was held Sept. 1875) was a large and influ­
ential representation of the temperance organizations of Canada. ' 
Resolutions were adopted condemning the liquor traffic and the license 
system, unmistakably declaring in favor of prohibition, and deciding 
tp ask-tile Dominion Parliament to frame a prohibitory law, subject to 
ratificatioiNiy popular vote. The Convention also created a body to 
be known as the Dominion Prohibitory Council—

“ To continue the temperance efforts of the different provinces in such a way as 
will best promote the suppression of the sale and use of intoxicating liquors 
throughout the Dominion, and direct the Pnmncial Leagues so as to secure uni- 
formity." ^ _ \

The Council met in Ottawa on Wednesday the 16th of February, 
1876, when plans for centralizing the entire prohibition sentiment of 
the Dominion with a view to legislative action were considered. It 
was felt that the Council might be greatly aided by the addition of a 
body of earnest and influentitft friends throughout the Dominion who 
would constitute à rallying centre for the wide spread sentiment in 
favor of prohibition To meet what appeared to be the necessities 
of the case, it was thought that at least rooo prohibitionists could be 
found willing to contribute the sum of $2.00 annually, thereby fur- 

, nishing a moral and financial basis forç work, and it was therefore 
decided to form an organization to be known as “ the Dominion 
Alliance for the Total Suppression of the Liquor Traffic.” With a view 
to defining the character and general principles of the proposed Alli­
ance, the following well known declaration of .the United Kingdom 
Alliance was adopted as a basis :
1. That It is neither right ndr politic forthe Government to afford legal protection 

and sanction to any traffic or system that tends to Increase crime, to waste the 
:e^«of the Dominion, to cmrfupt the social habits, and to destroy the 
and lives of tne people, f

a. That the traffic in intoxicating liquors as common beverages is inimical to the 
true interest of individuals, and destructive of the order and welfare of soci­
ety, and ought therefore to be prohibited.

3. That the history end results of all legislation in regard, to the liquor traffic 
abundantly prove, that it is impossible satisfactorily to limit or regulate a sys­
tem so essentially mischievous in its tendencies.

4. That no consideration qf private gain or public revenue can justify the uphold­
ing of n system so utterly wrong In principle, suicidal in policy, and disastrous^ • 
in results, as the traffic in intoxicating liquors.

$. That the legislative- prohibition of the liquor traffic is perfectly compatible with 
national liberty, and with the claims of justice and legitimate commerce.
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6. That the legislative prohibition of the liquor traffic would be highly conducive 
„ • tL° ft? .dcr«i0!P«1CQt °f A Progressive cM«*atio«; ) .r, "J .,-,
7* That rising above sectarian and party considerations, all good citLiens should

mg evils of mtempdrancc. ' if UTT| ynrr^
It was agreed that all persons approving of the foregi 

tion, and contributing the amount named, ($2.<Jb’per Jàm 
be deemed members of the Alliance. A constitution’en 
foregoing and making provision for an annual meet 
ment of necessary officers, &c., was adopted, " It
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successors ; it was also decided to request each Provincial te 
organisation in the Dominion to appoint one of its members as a o 
responding member of the Council. To complète the work oforgai 
ization the Hon. Ale*: Vidal was appointed President, Mr. Robei 
McLean, Treasurer, and myself Secretary. «îfhe decisions ind acts 
of the Council were then submitted for the careful Consideration 
approval of the ci tirons1 of Canadâ : “

thc Cound|. «vhed a number
of FOinment Mends of the prohibition movement to become Vice-, 1o
we were ; S\reV?.W, were most gratifying,

bl, to PuWish a list of Vice-Presidents including 
Vme jbers ®M>arl.l,n,ent, members of local legislatures, der- ,, 

*nom,na,l.ons> officer, of the Urge temperance . 1 
organisations, and other prominent cozens.

At the reqwsUfttiç Coupci} I have devoted myself to the interests 
and work of thç AUiapc^ dunng the year, the engagement having been \ 

> hrst fpr three months,apd subsequently to the present annual meeting.
I was instructed to attenÿ, the meetings of Provincial temperance orga- 
mzatipps witb a new to imparting necessary information regatding 5* •
Alhance, and soliciting their sympathy and support. *, I am glad to- ' 
say the Miance has been recognized and approved by the following— 

Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick ; Grand Divisions 
J/ ^o^tfKÎp» Qpebeq,hpva3ootia, New Brunswick, and Prince 1 
Edward Islyd, Gramd. I*d*<*J- Q> C- JT,—Ontario, Quebec and m« 

oya infrrand Lodges (/,7yQ.—Ontario, Quebec, New Bruns­
wick and Nova Scotia. ,
/ Eleven of the abone named bodies complied with our request in refer-1, 

ence tq being represented, op the Council of the Alliance.
At the,request of the President the Hon, Billa Flint, one of our 

Vice-Presidents, attended the annual meeting of the Provincial Cath-
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oli/rerapcrance Union, (Ontario) by which body he was most cour-

ÆKmnding the Provincial meetings alluded to, I

mmmms
AnSiddress setting forth our pnne,pies general™* was pm

Prohibé

L" .rin MJvelomnv a aLd national organization having for its object
the overthrow ^‘.'iTBistomando^^inmurSrs^nhe

Silking iheir attention to

* AÎ'Sen of our Council reside in each of the «ven Provinces 
of Canada, it is evidently ? tiLxdtnle hands

nrovides a nlan -by which each member of the Council has at any time 
fhe n1”t mpmpSe a rewilution and toobtain the votes oallthe oüier

' members XÜ

^^defining more cleariy the duti^dpo^of tbed^r».
TVo meetings of the Council have been held tang^ the 

Ottawa. On several occasions members of theÇouncil ha e 
informally when matters of importance emw

—as sSSsg§5£# -S 5forwmkd “
teo5SSKto1l5lfi tat^r, of the Council AJ1 be 

chosen by members of the Alliance in each f 
called for that purpose ; such meetings were dulycalled andFredericton, N B.?FUWas,N.S.,awidie 
Of the Council for the ensuing year were elected. A mee g V
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Ontario members of the Alliance was called to be held in the city of 
Ottawa ; after consultation it was deemed expedient to leave the selec­
tion of members of the Council for that Province with the several 

- provincial temperance organizations until definite and satisfactory
arrangements could**- made. The names of persons selected in thc / 
various provinces will be laid before you at a suitable time.

I St was intended to hold a meeting in Charlottetown, P. E. I., but 
owing to circumstances over which I had no control I was unable to 
rpach that city on the day named, and no meeting was held.

With a view to obtaining the general opinion of Temperance Re­
formers in reference to petitions, a circular was issued in July to 
which several answers were received. The circular was considered 
at some important Provincial meetings, the decisions and recom­
mendations elicited at which will be found of use in future.

Realizing the importance of “ Electoral Action * in accordance with 
our principles, the Council inserted in the circular issued h^arch 28, 
the following clause indicating the duty of TeraperagperReformerk 
in reference thereto.

“In the event of vacancies oecuring in the representation cf Parltamentarv Con­
stituencies to endeavor to secure the return of representatives favorable to die en­
actment of a Prohibitory Lear.*

I submit documents Ixaring upon this subject and invite for ihp 
suggestions therein contained most careful consideration.

Having referred to the formation and general operations of the 
Alliance, as well as to the prohibitory movement prior to last Febru­
ary, I have ndw to record proceedings during the last session of Par­
liament, and subsequent efforts with a view to legislation. It will be 
remembered that the Council sought and obtained an interview with 
the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, to whom were presented the resolutions of 
the Montreal Convention. From his reply we understood that the 
Government was not likely to initiate legislation in the direction de­
sired ; although Mr. Mackenzie intimated the possibility of “ testing 
public opinion by their vote aye or nay, for or against prohibition on 
the occasion of a general election, or at some other convenient time."
Tlic Premier aho called attention to the question of the relative 
jurisdiction of the federal and local authorities, which would have to be 
decided ; stating that it might be necessary to obtain a final judicial 
decision on that subject in order that the friends of prohibition might 
not waste their energies in a wrong direction. Shortly after the above 
interview a committee of1 the Senate recommended—

“ That an address be sent from the Senate to His Excellency the Governor 
General in Coontil, requesting him to submit the question to the Judges of the 
Supreme Court for their opinion, and to communicate the same to Parliament at 
its njxt session.

The Hon. Mr. Vidal moved in terms of the foregoing 
dation, but subsequently withdrew his motion upon the 
being given that the matter would receive the attention of the Govem-
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> ment. About the sam£ time Mr. Ross, in the House of Commons, 

-moved for—' / «. »o; t * J*;.i t i«u'M ) it) hi *• nji>ni *<<gafc^ïSËasaÉ™
together with all decisions in the Courts in the different Province» bearing upon
pÿ.*Wr?”?6W , j.,,,fl<v» 0l; t,rri Mt->txiw Wn.> >v)nJWi'irm til jjr.-v/n

In making this motion Mr. Ross called the attention of the tïotise 
' to the 52nd clause of the Supreme Court Act, which retds as follows :

< “It shall beJaWful for thfc Governor in Council to refer t<(the Supreme Court 
for hearing or consideration* airyimattfcr whatsoever a4 fw may thlhH fit, arid the 
Court shall thereupon bear and cunaidei the same and certify (heir opinion thereon
to thé Governor i^rjÇqjtÿhh) jhl,,it , ! h * i r.'hi Jfj., -i ) "i.Z

The Hon. Mr. Blake in the course of his reply said : J - 1
. „ L „ L ,1 ,, ,

“ This (the Supreme Court) was anAp^lfete Court formed for the f--------- M
determining; the correctness W biaccurfCfbf the dedislbns of the various r al
tribunals, and that class of cases which might, be brought before these 1-------- —I
for adjudication, and which might afterward come before it in the proper and nor­
mal discharge of iU functions a* a Court of Justice. It was obvious that it would 

in the performance of these duties, fbr it to give a preliminary 
opinion under this exceptional power without all the advantages, aiid without those 
sirk to arriving at correct cbrtclusionk td be found in the presentation of a!

if you win, but a ko made more clear* by the ordinary, form» in which 
presented totbeConrts, both a» to the iseaie, and as to-argument, also 

by the process of decision end of judgment in the jnforior courts, and lastly made 
pion;clear by the argument in tityj •purl abovç/’ l( |n . ,,j .ft . /r

Mr. Blake also suggested that those interested in the subject—1
“■Shtiuld iee (hat use made of the ordinary methods fpr bringing |he question

V-i-—U Ik, Qnn^mk'rïûlrt " - " . 1 ft ifTl H 7 •»* » * ~r * ' 7 ’
oCiOrc inf "WjHvbic voun. » » • % i - _ .s# , i.

Notwithstanding the reply given to Mr. Ross by the Hon. Minister 
>f Justice* rrupy citizens are far from being satisfied, still thinking 
hat the Government could ^nd should take necessary steps to obtain 

the opinion .of the Supreme Court • "
It was by some expected that a decision by the Supreme Court in 

a case from Ontario, (“.Queen against Taylor”) referring to the fight 
of lc>çal legislatures to tax btewers, would settle tïfc question of jurik- ,

ever has not been the gaie, the appeal having been 
that the ,we WV; finally adjudicated upon 30 

days uciore (he organization of the Supreme Çouit.
The Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick at its last session 

passed a resolution urging the Government of that Province to Uke * 
steps to ascertain the powers of the Local Legislature in reference to 
granting or witholding licenses to sell spirituous liquors.

-A meeting of the Councilor the Aliiahce was held in Ottawa Nov.
29, to consider the preseat «position of! the movement, and to adopt 
resolutions and suggestions in reference thereto. Two important de* 
cisions bearing upon the question of jurisdiction were considered, one 
being from Mr. Justice Ritchie of the Supreme Court of New Bruns-

ff! on I II »!) l-hif1. i.» v •:
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wick, the other from Mr. Justice Caron of the Province of Quebec. , * 
The occasion of the decision of Mr. Justice Ritchie was the refusal oi 
a license in Kings County, N.B., under the provisions df 34 Viet ch.
6, sec. i, which reads as Tolkmrs : V . ,,f _ , r> „t ?,>

“ No license shill be granted or issued within any pwidh or mnnictpsrlity m thP 
Province when a majority -of the rate payers resident in such parish or municipality 
shall pctftioa she sessions or municipal council against issuing any license With* 
such parish or municipality/’

In delivering judgment the leartied Judge said :
“ Under the British North American Act 1867, the local legislatures have no
wer except these expressly given to them ; and with respect to the grunting of 

icenses affecting trade they are expressly confined to ' shop, saloon, tavern, noc- 
tioncer and other licenses, in order to raising of a revenue from provincial, local 
or municipal purposes. ’’ a provision under which a revenue may be dented from 
the sale and traffic ; but idhich Ac prohibition of Ac sale or traffic would entirety 
destroy, nd which would be in dire* antagonism with Ac privilege fhereby con­
ceded."

The act already quoted (34 Viet di. 6) was thereTorAeclared ultra 
vires for’the-local legislature of the Province of New Brunswick. 1

V<he decision of Mr. Justice Caron, Sweetsbuig, P.Q., was in the case 
of Moses O. Hart vs. -the Corporation of the County of Missisquoi, 
said Corporation having by a majority of 720 of the electors approved y 
... By-law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors by virtue of the 
temperance act of 1864, known as the Dunkin Act. It was argued 
that the first ten sections of the said Act were repealed by the muni­
cipal code of the Province of Quebec. Judge Caron sustained the 
by law, and held that—

“ inasmuch as Ae fir* ten sections of the temperance art 1864, 
and commerce,1 they cannot be modified or abrogated by the legislature of the Pro­
vint* of Quebec. ”

After considering the foregoing dediions, the Council adopted the 
following :— j

Whereas, it has been ruled by Judges in two Provinces of th* Dominion that 
under the Confederation Act the Provittcial Legislatures have no right to deal with 
the liquor traffic otherwise than by license for revenue and regulation j such right 
as respecting trade and commerce being veiled in the Dominion Parliament only |

cV • <.
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and/
Whereas, this decision must be accepted unless it be hereafter set aside by any 

higher court ; and, whereas, there appears no probability of any Act for Total 
Prohibitioa being entertained by the present Parliament ; and ^

Whereas, the Temperance Act of 1864, (commonly called tne Dunkm Art) 
only applies to two Province», ahd is susceptible of considerable improvement m
its details j and ;

Whereas, it is desirable that the whole Dominion should share the benefits of 
Permissive Prohibition without interfering with the working of aryr Provincial | 
License léwé..- - , • . ; ^ ■' , ~ , x, .^-t-g||.| ,, - - ) \

Theretore, in the opinion of this Councif, the efforts of the friends of Tem- > 
perande. throughout Canada, should be directed to the passing, daring the ensuing 
session of Parlement, of a complete and effective Local Option Law for the whole

give power to the inhabitants of any district recognised 
Targe, to prohibit the common sale of intoxicating Lever-
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suitatilexipa>4iH1£ry /or iu enfuit«n>y)t, and wÀlhmflRcipnt

ûrtcildtie Hon, Judge Ritchie of thr 
i Has delivered a judgment, of which

the following is an extract :
•“The scctipn of the British .North American Act, which confers legislative pow- 

emtoa tht Parliament of Canaday restricts such powers to all matters not coming 
within the classes of subjects assigned exclusively to the legislatures of the provin- 
ces. The terms, “property and civil rights,” the power of dealing with which is 
vested in the Provincial Parliament are very-Comprehensive anl on referring to 
the 94th anl 97th sections, it is evident1 that the framers df the Act did not intend 
ttat, they should receive a very restricted interpretation, and yet in the most re­
stricted sense they embrace the subjects l have referred to, for life, health and 
personal safety are the rights of the people of every free country, and to preserve 
thpra is the duty of the Legislature, and any laws which have for their object the 
prevention of intemperance directly affects these subjects, for not only does dnjnk- 
ness destroy the health and reputation, waste the property and ruin the happiness 
aud comfort of those addicted to it, but is the cause of most of the crime continu­
ed in the land> it is not therefore to he wondered at that the Local Legislature 
should desire to pass such laws as would he likely to- lessen a» evil fraught with 
such cbn$equences to thr community, and if h cannot do this because it indirectly 
and to a limited extent affecé* -ohe of the Subjects over which the Dominion Par­
liament has power oflegfclfltion, it mast equally, and for the same reasons, be re- 
struined from miking any regulations to protect thy community from the evils 
arising from the sale of unwholesome provisions or the unrestricted sale of poisons 
which it appears to mi it can hardly bi contended it has not the power of making, 
tmPfit, whatever évils may arise from'these sources they are cast to the shade by » 

\ thke which arise from the excessive u>e of intoxicating liquors, and even thene 
X enactments of oiir legislature which peMibit the sale of intoxicating liquors to 

mkmreqnd persons adjudged,[to be habitual drunkards, and wks m3 
Sunday as tnis all affects trade, must be illegal, unless doomed otherwise as 
police regulations. I cannot but view this- and the enactment hi question as 
suçh, and the P/ovmoial Parliament is, in my opinion, entitled to lqgÿUle with a 
view, to regulate within the Province the sale 0i whatever may injuriously affect 
the lives, health, morals or well being of the community—whether it be intoxicat­
ing liquors, poisons, or unwh?lesome provisions, if such legislation is made bona 

with that object alone even though to a certain United extent it should affect
trade and commerce.” * l'jilL

The above decision, which was concurred in by the other 6 Judges,
was given in connection with an appeal from a decision of a I»wer 
Court, the question raised being the right of the Provincial Legisla­
ture of Nova Scotia to pass the “Statutes of License" now in force 
in that Province, concerning which the learned Judge says :

“ It must be borne in tqind that the enactment is not one whereby all trade in 
intoxicating liquolrs Is or can be, wholly prevented."

The facts above recorded should receive your careful consideration 
at the présent meeting, to the end that an understanding between 
prohibitionists in the several provinces may be arrived at, and neces 
sary steps taken to secure at the earliest possible date a full and satis- 

’ factory définition of the powers of the Dominion and Provincial 
Legislatures respectively., You should also consider and clearly state 

p3£$, or the Alhanoc. .
The special work of the Alliance is to concentrate all available 

forces, and to centralize all efforts with a view to the speediest and most 
satisfactory results. In the prosecution of this work, we expect
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citizens. We must seek the cos>^rat>on of Merchants, of Manufac­
turers, of Editors, of Teachers, of Clergymen, and of all who desire 
te promote the best interests of t,he Dominion. The work commen­
ced should be carried on systematically, energetically and persistent- I 
ly, until the power and influence of the Alliance is felt throughout 
our whole country, egad until thç, Legislative suppression of the 
Liquor Traffic becomes an accomplished fact.

The declaration of principles has been found of great service, bteps 
should be taken to make it more generally known. We may safely in­
vite for it the closest scrutiny and the fullest and freest discussipp.

The Constitution of the Alliance needs careful revision at the re­
sent meeting,,,| , , ,, ... i i n» ,! . /vj* I . <» ► 1,j_.

For the successful carrying out of our great work, fimds are abso­
lutely necessary, j The intention la*t year was to endeavor to enrol 
as soon as possible, a sufficient number of paying members to defray 
necessary expenses. Several.friends feared that the Alliance might pe 
looked upon as a new and perhaps unnecessary Temper^nçe organi­
zation j and desired to postpone uniting themselves therewith until it 
had received the official recognition of the large representative tem­
perance bodies. Whilst encouraged by many expressions of approval 
and sympathy from various quarters, the officer^ offrie Alliance have 
been somewhat hampered pecuniarily, and have done their work, 
under great difficulties. Realizing the necessity for the Alliance and ; 
believing that when its character, principles and work W* thorough­
ly understood, a sufficient number of members, and funds, to cany 
on the work vyould be forthcoming» we have gone steadily forward. 
This year’s introductory work has made the AUiance widely ^iown.

. i

I

..JÆïïàiixS' „
earnestly hope that many whose sympathies have been enlisted will 

„..ortly enrol themselves as members, that the treasurer may have 
sufficient funds to meet all liabilities ,tp the present tiipe. It viU de­
volve upon the present,meeting to ,perfect the organization m the 
Alliance, and devise such plans of action as will commend themselves 
to all thoughtful citizens. It will be necessary to *k>pt some financial 
system to secure the permanency, thoroughness and success of future 
operations. After carefully considering various plans, I have decided

I *

& \/ shortly enrol themselves as members,

, After carefully considerinjjarious pUns^I ha^dedded

the sum of $85,000 payable, in 5 annual instalments and insures

the great pginçipks of Prohibition and in the wk undertaken by the 
Alliance to subscribe the necessary amount suppose—

to
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Il
ioo persons contribute annually $15, $50 or $100, amounting

in all to u 11 $i,5<x>
100 persons - - *0.00 - - 1,000

500.00100
1.000or i1700 3 k

$5,000

Each subscriber should be annually notified when his subscription 
becomes due; that he may remit direct to the Treasurer, thus saving the 
expense involved in an annual canvass for subscriptions. The 
amounts promised would guide the Committee m laying out work, 
and no work should be undertaken involving expenditures beyond 
the amount subscribed. Tam satisfied that some such plan as in­
dicated could be devised, and is absolutely necessary for the success 
of the undertaking. This whole question of finance should be re­
ferred to a committee to report during the present meeting.

The propriety of organizing Provincial, County or perhaps Local 
Committees to act with the Council needs consideration ; and, if 
deemed expedient, a plan of operation should be carefully arranged. 
We should also aim at securing an Alliance agent in every available 
constituency in the Dominion.

I beg to direct your attention to the accompanying letter from Mr. 
Barker, Secretary of the United Kingdom Alliance, in answer to a let­
ter of enouiry in reference to their mode of operation. I also submit 
for consideration copies of repbrts and letters containing interesting 
and valuable suggestions.

During the past year, a most important and successful conference 
of Temperance Reformers was held in the City of Philadelphia. All ' 
Temperance and Prohibition Societies in the World had been invited 
to send delegates. The President instructed me to endeavor to secure 
the attendance of representatives of the Alliance. I am glad to stale 
that Rev. R. F. Bums, D.D. of Halifax, N.S. and Geo. W. Ross, M.P. 
of Stathroy, Ont. were present at the conference as representatives of 
the Dominion Alliance. The National Temperance Society has pub­
lished a Centennial Temperance Volume containing a full report 
the Conference. 4 _

The work of the past year has brought me as your Secretary into 
contact with manv of the most prominent workers in our great cause. 
To those whose kind hospitality I have enjoyed, or who have in various 
ways contributed to the pleasure and success of my tours, as well as 
to all who have furnished me with interesting and< valuable informa­
tion I hereby tender my hearty thanks. Particularly would I record 
my sense of obligation to our esteemed President tor the generous 
confidence reposed in the, and for assistance always cheerfully tender­
ed in the discharge of my important duties.

The record of the past year is now before you. To the thoughtful 
observer, there are many encouragements. The enthusiastic interest
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m connection with the DunUq Act movement in Ontario and 
Quebec ; the vigorous enforcement of local laws in Nota Soot»-; the 
decision of the council in Winnipeg, Manitoba, not to grant licenses.; 
and many other facts that might be referred to, indicate the progress of 
our principles, and the development of a broad1 deep intelligent feeling' 
against the Liquor Traffic. If true to itself and to the interest of Can­
ada, the Alliance will in - all possible ways encourage and 
strengthen that feeling, never resting so long as the mischievous 
Liquor Traffic is licensed and protected by law in this fair portion of 
the British Empire.

v. f>-i ft Y r*

r ! i «./ >'< >; . .1. .... i v ll-
Respectfully submitted,

it*
.-I

UlUtt ; .tii » }
Thomas Gales, Secretary. 
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From February, 1876, to Fkbrcary ‘ 14, 1877.
’-i> I I l ,H. I 'll < 1VA '■')

DlSBUBHtMIMTB i
As per President's enters.

Noe. I end 20, Secretary's 8»Urv.$800 00 
Noe. 10,111, 14,19 Travelling Expanses...... 187 22
Noe. 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 12, IS, 14, Printing fly. 107 60

, 49 12 :
Î2 61 
18 60
-------- 1335 15

681 41a ______

/ I'.imi it« i
>i * 'X’Mfl 1

Nœ. 8, 16, 17, Postage 
Not 18, Stationery. 

s Nos. 3, 6, Bent uf Hells
Is I >.

VI • ! /•f. u
• i/ ; -mI <a v .

tk.ii ,»•,iReceipre .
ni « inl 4Lxiit uMil »

Balance due the Secretary....................... .. <651 741 «
Memo.—One thousand cards of membership were prepared, of which 516 have 

been placed in the hands of persons with a view to enrolling members ; 237 have 
been duly accounted tor, and the membership tees, $474, accompanied with 
donations from members, received. Total from members, $503 ; collections 
cash, $179.41—malting in all $682.41.

Thomas Gales, Secretary.Ilf >) »■*it *4 .S'

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The finance committee appointed to examine the accounts of the Secretary and 
report upon the financial operations of the Alliance, beg leave to submit the fol-

. , i, *1 »" '* ' 11 P

receipts for last year to be $6»±4I, 
; a deficit of $652.74. /
lectation of last yea# in reffu/ to the

tin1
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lowing :—
1. That the accoi 

and the .expenditure
2. That your Coe 

enrolment of memb
3. It is quite "..............

ance the only reliable source, of 
membership ; any other basis 1 
"Tn>ll

.He icss '
bered that the efforts of the Secretary were ffjecipaUy devoted to Kourethc 
friendly co-operation of kindred organisations. This required conMant travelling 
and the devotion of much time in a direction which, as a matter of course, pie- > 
vented that thorough and close canvas for membership which your committee be­
lieve to be possible under the present altered condition of affairs.
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M
4. In view of these circumstances your committee would recommend that the

Secretary and Agent of the Alliance would divide his time proportionately among 
the five Provinces, making an effort to visit the principal points in each, and by 
the assistance of committees organized under his own supervision, endeavor to 
secure funds in the shape of voluntary contributions and by the enrolling of mem­
bers. If this plan is adopted, the Secretary of the Alliance will be able to reach 
the best men in each section of the Dominion, and by personal intercourse to en­
list* their sympathy and assistance. ■ "X ,

5. In carrying out this scheme yonr committee feel that besides the financial 
value of the course adopted, the objects of the Alliance would be materially ad-

by the valuable assistance your Secretary would be able to give at public 
meetings and at other gatherings of the temperance men of the Dominion.

6. The plan suggested by your Secretary of raising a reserve fund of $25,000 
is not only feasible, in the opinion of your committee, but worthy of immediate 
action. It is of primary importance to place the Alliance on a sound financial 
basis.

vanced,

basis. .1 ; ruw •
7. Your committee recommend that immediate efforts be put forth to clear off 

existing liabilities. 1 ',

CONSTITUTION OF THE DOMINION ALLIANCE- • • * 1 im i i i
AS AMENDED FEB. 14, 1877.

I. The designation of this Association shall be : ‘'The Dominion Alliance for 
the Total Suppression of the Liquor Traffic,” the object of which shall be to cen­
tralize public opinion upon that question with a view to legislative action.
' 2. 1 ne Alliance shall be composed of all persons accepting the following decla­

ration of principles and subscribing not less that $2.00 per annum to the funds, 
all of whom shall receive a card ofmembership. Memberships shall be understood 
to expire at the close of each annual meeting. ■ !

« f , ____ Dbclabation or PhinciAbs

». That it is neither right nor politic for the Government to afford legal protection and 
tion to any trafic or system that tends to increase crime, to waste the resources of the Domi­
nion, to corrupt the social habits, and to destroy the health and live# of the people

the trafic in intoxicating Eqoorsas common beverages is Inimical to the true interests 
„ and destructive of tne order and welfare, of society, and ought therefore to be

sanc-

e._ssaar- to the liquor traffic abundantly 
ially mischievous

3! That the htatory and results of all legislation in regard 
prove, that it k impossible satisfactorily to limit or regulate a 
UmllNHMro _ ; \

4. That no consideration of private gain or public revenue can justify the upholding of a 
system so utterly wrong in principle, suicidal in policy, and disastrous in results, as the Traffic in

j. That the*Legtsittive Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic is perfectly compatible with national 
liberty, and with the claims of justice and legitimate commerce.

6. That the Legislative Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic

-a»*-, fi-t ««—a-l «-£. »
procure aa enactment, prohibiting the manufanure and sak of intoxicating beverages, at affording 
most efficient aid in removing the appalling evils of intemperance.

3. Th« Alliance shall meet annually in the City of Ottawa during the session of 
Parliament, for the reception of reports, election of officers, the organization 0» the

Council, and the transaction of such other business as circumstances may require.
4. The Alliance shall be governed by a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and a 

Council of 5a The décidons of the Council, and all business pertaining to the 
organization, and work of the Alliance shall be entrusted to an Executive Com­
mittee of seven, four elected out of, and by the Council, and the Officers.

5. Each Provincial Temperance organization in the Dominion shall be at liberty 
to elect two members of the Council. The remaining number to be elected by the

. Alliance at its Annual Meeting. 1 1
d. The presiding officers of all Provincial Temperance organizations in general 

x sympathy with the Alliance, and such^hqr persons as the Alliance or Council 
may select, shall be requested to be'vice^Presidents.

system so

would be highly conducive to the
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of the Council,a The President shall preside at all meetings of the Alliance or ,

O l£.*ZSÉ «II meelings of ihc Alliance, Connell, or Eaecotiye Com. 

mi,TÀ.t«nd .11 meeting* of .he Alliance, or of the Council, and keep a -me. 

'"(J)' 0/ .be Connell with .he ac„ ami proceeding* of each

CT4ÎCKeTpearorrect list of .he «.riona Provincial Temperance organhaliona 
(6) ÏSnmé.3 mhrbrin^mXcMKilTUSeo.ive Committee ma, 

'7 7' 7r,7umee. .her .he rinng of «« Ammj. M-ttng

Sf d« s&
REPORT OP COMMITTER O* PLA* OP PUTURR UPRkATIOM.

jü sA-ï&at asrjsafAjSSSc: ?sas# ~ se&z&szs •*. 'w
embodied in Our constitution.

Alliance be instructed .0 enter ““•‘‘XSS 
deuce with .he Ontario and New. B™"** rfuall 'JTcSk^Æ

SÏÏST 'uLSÎZX'SSL. mi -*« .0 such cmM.Hn.imml dm-
“t; STS a cmttml office in Ac cky

of Ottawa.3,d. Thai when ten or more member* of the Alliance areemoH^ta-T 

«r.s ma, be deemed necemary .0 Avance the pnampta »f ,1m Allmnce.
4Vh. The E.ecn.ive may form conn.y .u.d,.nm »b^ dm.n,blt u,d mmm

them all the .pittance possible . .be age*. ,"h

KüïSSssSiSt^âa ^
Saéasie«ss«sa —“*=

r/.m pti,oïLTiï\' Quebec l—m.
Of a general urtion through the Alliance, has ^readytakenrtep 
to the end that the sympathy and support previously given to that society m y
henceforth be given to tne Alliance.
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OFFICERS ELECTED FEB. 1877.
Prksidbnt :

Han. A. Vidal, Senator, Sarnia, One

& fex.MT'sSr',,™ to

M. H. Goudge, Eaq M.P., Windso/’N S vü°f l îL Inth’,SeekviUe, N. B.
Hon S. CreeTman, M. L.C.j S»^ke N S ^ U StAndrews, Ou*.
Hon Edward Willis, M P P - St |nhn’ v m d 1 ' ^*l > HeW Glasgow, N.S.

l"».te5fc KSSÿ' g' 82:
Rev. R. ix Urownc, D<wb«t~ N n 5et John Potts. Toronto, One
J ■ T. Bulwer, Esq. Halifax NS » B .London, Ont.
Very Rev, Yicar-Gen Caron Tk™. a- „ Bey' T ®* Robîv Toronto, Ont

K'bZdShST&ïT&^o* î TSaSr!»®"-

lxs btfe&c te s-tU-~d Ch; «cSuC ChÎ yIL'X ^T1' ,N£

**d «• Pmiding OC a ProCHI T.«p.cIJ^Âc.
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Cameron, Toronto. ).<f

4 M. T. H annum, Eaq.. Ottawa.
john Jam.eson Eiq. Almonie
M. Knowlton, Eiq., London

jDK^X"^

Ontario :'Ü .M J

Dr. Oronhyateka, London.
Rar. A U Phillip, Cobeurg.
» * *•••. 5fq-. Toronto.
S WwRoT: ®*l , M P, Strathroy. 
u.eYâ ^..ScoJ^jlrock villa 

5. William*. Kiq , Na panée. 
Thofc We bâter, Esq., Brantford.

Quitte.
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Rev.'CAbh haMwin, Montreal.
J”m» **"•»* EN . Danville.
Dr. P. P Carpentrr, Montreal.

SSË“
John fi. Hnâ. Eaq., Montreal

Inlinf'vumi 1 •*( ||H- 1

w w ‘atfaAflsu • 1
5***"®! *•}*» Halifa*. ItiÜom > 1 a r i-l w„ u D r. ,
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• ’a!' J' -s 1 ’ill/ Manitoba* ,ft 
- Tfcomaa Nixon. Eaq., Winnipeg 

BritioK Columbia.

tiMijruSa^
H. L Loucks, Eaq., Hull.
D. Macdonald. £<, Montreal 

Montreal, 
ontreal.
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1f n il

AVie Brunnvick. t r'i.i j ,!
Ptof. O. E. Foetnr, Predencton. 
ï S, FmfatEaq., Fredericton. » 
Rev. James MpLeod, Fredericton.
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J- Cunningham, Kaqi, M. P.,. New Westminster.41. ••

I e Tanasunn : ,
'fin Robert McLean Bu*., Toronto.)

SecaiTABV :

1 juh/ni‘l« •**•!

I
Rev. Thotnaa Gelas, Stanhope, Que. ,1 .
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RESOLUTION. /

After a full consideration of the present position of the prohibitory 
movement, the following resolution was adopted :—

“ That in view of the present position of the temperance question 
it is the opinion of this meeting that friends of the movement in the 
several provinces should use their best efforts to carry out the local 
option or license laws, now in force, and maintain a continuous agi­
tation for the entire Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic.”

%«c..
.V

Extract Jrom a letter from T. H. Barker, Esq., Secretary oj 
the United Kingdom Alliance.

Mr. Barker says :—.** In reply to your various queries, No. 1, the Alliance for 
the first three or four years took no direct electoral action, but from the first pro­
claimed it to be the duty of all good citizens, irrespective of party, to do their 
utmost by electoral and all other action to suppress the Liquor Traffic. Electoral 
Action, however has been greatly developed from year to year, and now it becomes 
one of the main features of our agitation. We seek to pledge as many voters as 
we can in each constituency to make the Permissive Bill a test question at elections.

No. 2.—A person by uniting with the Alliance, does not pledge himself as to 
his votes ; but of course we consider that we have a moral claim upon him that 
he will support candidates who support temperance measures inclusive of'the Per- 

Bill.missive
No. 3.—We have no branches ol the Alliance so named—there are what we call 

auxiliary societies formed in many towns, and they appoint their own committees, 
raise their own funds and disburse the same without going in account to the Cen­
tral Board. They are understood to work in harmony with the policy and general 
operations of the Alliance, and if able to contribute something to the general funds.

No. 4.—The Alliance recommends voters in the various constituencies to form 
Electoral Committees or Associations.

No. 5.—Electoral associations or auxiliaries are not entitled to representation at 
the Alliance General Council Meeting ; but all members and friends of the 
Alliance arc admitted and permitted to take part in discussion. The Alliance 
Council is formed in accordance with the constitution of the Alliance, a copy of 
which is enclosed.

No. 6.—The Alliance does not control electoral associations or auxiliaries. We 
have no elaborate code of rules, but leave all to their free action ; we advising and 
co-operating according to circumstances.

No. 7.—In election contests the Alliance urges its members and.friends .to act 
together in making a temperance issue the paramount test in respect to the sup­
port of candidates,

We have not found that any one plan of operations would suit the various con- ", 
stituencies, and the various countries, England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

We keep our organization at head-quarters as simple as possible ; our great 
work being to go on creating public sentiment and leaving it as free as possible to 
organize, and manifest itself in public action in each locality, in harmony with our 
great aim, the utter suppression of the Liquo^Traffic. If
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CIRCULAR. w
Ottawa, 27th Feb. 1877.

To the Members of the Alliance and all friends of the Prohibitory
Liquor Law Movement.

• Having been re-elected President of the Alliance, I am anxious to 
secure your hearty co-operation to the end that the Alliance may 
speedily attain a position, and exert an influence commensurate with 
the importance of its great aim—the total suppression of the Liquor 
Traffic. . ^

During the past year much important introductory work has been 
done, and the report of the Secretary, which will repay perusal, shows 
that eleven of the large provincial temperance organizations have 
approved the general idea of a Dominion Alliance as propounded a 
year ago. We have also been permitted to publish the names of 
several influential friends of temperance and prohibition as our Vice- 
Presidents.

The constitution of the Alliance was amended at our annual meet­
ing, and resolutions indicating a plan of future operations were 
adopted. It must be borne ip mind that the Alliance is as yet in its 
infancy, and as it covers a véry extended territory, we shall not be 
surprised if experience reveals the necessity for further changes, both 
in the constitution and mode of working.

The work of the past year devolved mainly upon the Secretary, Mr. 
Gales ; it is however evidently desirable that he should be relieved 
from a portion of the responsibility, and that the views and feelings 
of the membership generally in reference to the mode of working to 
secure legislative action should be obtained for the guidance of. the 
officers.

If the Council engages any person to devote himself exclusively to 
the work of the Alliance, we shall require at least $2500 to pay pre­
sent liabilities, and necessary expenses of the present year.

In view of our pfesent position, and the work to be undertaken, I 
beg respectfully to request that you will—
1. Study the “declaration of principles” of the Alliance, and make

them more generally known, remembering that they lie at the 
foundation of all successful effort, whether electoral or parlia­
mentary, for the suppression of the liquor traffic.

2. If already enrolled as a Member please renew, and if possible in­
crease your subscription as soon as convenient. If not yet en­
rolled the Secretary will be glad to receive your name} with the 
membership feey $3.00, or more.

J. Endeavor to obtain new members for the Alliance.
4. As soon as ten or more are enrolled in your locality it would be 

well to organize an Alliance Committee, appoint a Secretary, and 
enter at once into correspondence with the Secretary of the Alli­
ance.

.

.

• <



.

*

' 19
0

g. Encourage the formation of County Auxiliaries, to undertake im­
mediate work for the centralization of public opinion in accord­
ance with the principles and aim of the Alliance.

6. Render assistance to the Secretary and agents of the Alliance when
they visit your locality, by making suitable arrangements for pub­
lic meetings, and fostering a lively interest in the work.

7. Keep the Secretary informed of whatever of interest in connection
with the legislative aspects of the temperance question occurs in 
the part of the county in which you reside ; such as important 
meetings held, the adoption of the Dunkin Act, legal proceedings 
arising out of the enforcement of local laws, &c. &c.

Your compliance will greatly aid and encourage the Alliance in its 
important work.

'■s .

I am,
Yours respectfully,

Alexander Vidal,
President.

N.B.—All communications and remittances should be addressed to 
the Secretary, Rev. Thomas Gales, Stanhope, Que. /
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