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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

7/

SUBMITTED TO THE

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

DOMINION ALLIANCE,

FEBRUARY 14, 1877.

FouR years ago several thousand citizens of Canada signed petitions
which were duly presented to the Dominion Parliament, praying for
the legislative suppression of the traffic in intoxicating beverages. »
When the session closed without the desired law being enacted, some
of the petitioners manifested feelings of uneasiness and disappoint-
ment ; others realizing more fully the difficulties surrounding the
question, and being better acquainted with the history of great reforms,
found in the interesting and valuable reports presented to both Houses
of Parliament by the committees to which the petitions had been re-
ferred, strong and unanswerable arguments in support of the state-
ments made in the petitions, and great encouragement to believe that
ere long our legislature would rid the country of the legalized liquor
traffic. Inspired by the amount of public interest awakened in the ques-
tion of prohibition, and aroused by the startling facts collected and pub-
lished by the committees, a much larger number of citizens of all the
Provinces of the Dominion signed similar petitions in 1874 ; when
these were presented new committees were appointed, and the whole
subject was brought before Parliament in able speeches by Hon, Mr.
Vidal and Mr. G. W. Ross, in the Senate and House of Commons
respectively, both of whom recommended that steps be taken to ascer-
tain the success of prohibitory legislation in the States of the American
Union, where such legislation had been tried. The report of the
commissioners appointed in compliance with these recommendations
(Messrs. Manning and Davis) was laid before Parliament at its next
session (1875) when a report of a committee, containing the following
clause, was adopted by a vote of 25 to 17 in the Senate :

** That in view of these facts and considerations, it nm)enu that the time has
now arrived when the atterition of the Government should be given to this impor-
tant questiohfwith a view to the introduction of abill to prohibit the manufac-
ture, importation and sale of intoxicating liquors (except for mechanical and medi-

cinal purposes) throughout the Dominion, at the earliest possible date compatible
with the public interest.” 5 :
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.The House of Commons also affirmed the ‘principles of prohibition
by the following resolution : = ¢ ,

‘“That having regard to the beneficial effects arising from prohibitory liquor
laws in the States (?I;the American Union, where the same are fully carried out,
this House is of the opinion that the most effectual remedy for the evils of intem-
rerancc would be to prohibit/the manufacture, importation and sale of intoxicating
iquors.” '

Before the close of the session of 1875 a number of members of
the House of Commons met in caucus and appointed a ¢ommittee of

sixteen to call for delegates to a convention to be held in Montreal.
The Convention (which was held Sept. 1875) was a large and influ-

ential representation of the temperance organizations of Canada."

Resolutions were adopted condemning the liquor traffic and the license
system, unmistakably declaring in favor of prohibition, and deciding
tp ask-tie Dominion Parliament to frame a prohibitory law, subject to
ratification\by popular vote. The Convention also created a body to
be known as the Dominion Prohibitory Council—

““ To continue the temperance efforts of the different provinces in such a way as
will best promote the suppression of the sgle and use of intoxicating liquors
throughout the Dominion, and direct the Prx'incial Leagues so ag to secure uni-
formity.” \ \

The Council met in Ottawa on Wednésday the 16th of February,
1876, when plans for centralizing the entire prohibition sentiment of
the Dominion with a view to legislative action were considered. It

was felt that the Council might be greatly aided by the addition of a

"bedy of earnest and influentidl friends throughout the Dominion who

would constitute 4 rallying centre for the wide spread sentiment in
favor of prohibition To meet what appeared to be the necessities
of the case, it was thought that at least rooo prohibitianists could be
found willing to contribute the sum of $2.00 annually, thereby fur-

. nishing @ moral and financial basis for work, and it was therefore

decided to form an organization to be known as “the Dominion
Alliance for the Total Suppression of the Liquor Traffic.” With a view
to defining the charactér and general principles of the proposed Alli-
ance, the following well known declaration of .the United Kingdom
Alliance was adopted as a basis : :

1. That itis neither right nor politic for Yhe Government to afford legal protection
and sanction to any traffic or system fhat tends to increase crime, to waste the
resourcespof the. Dominion, to ¢ pt the social habits, and to destroy the
bealth and lives of the people. o

2. That the traffic in intoxicating liqugrs as common beverages is inimical to Lh_e
true interest of individuals, and destructive of the order and welfare of soci-
ety, and ought therefore to be prohibited.

3 That the history and results of all legislation in regard to the liquor traffic
abundantly prove, that it is ,imposaible satisfactorily to limit or regulate a sys-
tem so essentially mischievous in its téendencies. o

4. That no consideration of private guin or blic revenue can justify the uphold,

ing of a system so uttérly wrong in principle, suicidal in policy, and disastrous’

in results, as the traffic in intoxicating liquors, ) .
5. That the legislative prohibition of the i?uor traffic is perfectly compatible with
national liberty, and with the claims of justice and legitimate commerce.

L
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6. That the legislative prohibition of the liquor traffic would be highly conducive
to the deyelopment of 8 progressive civilization '
7. That rising above sectarian and party considerations, all good citizens should
i combine to procure an epactment, prohibiting the manufacture and sale of

iatoxknitf‘be‘r S, as afording’ nidet’efficient aid i’ removing ‘the appall-
e ing evils of /intem ce. : 1o

It was agreed that dll persons approving of ‘the foregoing declara.
tion, and contributing ‘the amount nlchg. ($2.00 per annum) should
be deeriied members of the ‘Alliance. constitution’ embodying the
X foregoing and ‘making provision for an annual meeting, the appoint-
N ment of necessary officers, &¢,, was adopted. “ It was thought the

Council appointed at the Montrea) Converition should be the Council
of the Alhance forthe ensuing year, to ‘the end that plans of operation
( might be matured and 'arrangendents made for the eléction of their
= successors | it was also decided to request each Provinéial temperance
organization in the Dominjon to appoint one of its members as a tor,
responding’ member of the Council. 1o complete the wm;} of organ-
ization  the Hon.’Alex. Vidal' was appointed President, Mr. Robert
McLean, Treastiret, and' myself Secretary. «Fhe decisions ahd acts
of the Council were then' submitted for the caréful consideration and
approval of the citizéns of Canada. -

With 2 view to conveying necessary informatx'qn and eliciting sym-
| pathy in'the discharge of the important and arduous work committed
l to them, the above named officers drafted an address, which was fully

discussed at a'mééting of the Council and thereafter widely distributed.
The President also, at the request of; the Council, inyited a number
of profitient friends of the prohibition,_movement . to. become | Vice-
| Presidents of ‘the Alliance ; the responses wene most gratifying, and
‘ we were shortly ablé to publish_ a list of Vice-Presidents .including,
! Senators, members of parliament, members of Jocal legislatures, cler-
gymen of various' denominations, officers of the large. temperance -
organizations, and other prominent citizens, \

At the request of the cil I, have devoted myself to the interests
and wark of the Alli uring the year, the engagement having been
first for three months, and subsequently to the, present annual meeting.

" T'was instructed, g attend the meetings of Provincial temperance orS:
nizatigns with a view ta imparting necessary information regarding
Alliance, and soliciting, their; sympathy and suppost. s I am glad to-
say the Alliance has been recognized.and approved by. the following— /

Leagues—Ontario,, Quebec and; New. Brunswick ;. Grand Divisions
S. of T~LOntarie, Quebee, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince

soGrand Ladges, J. Q. G. T.~Ontario, Quebec and
Nova Scotia ;. rang, Lodges {/, 7.Q.-—Qntario, Quebec, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia :

/ Eleyen afthe above named bodies complied with-our request in refer-"
ence to being represented;on the Council of the Alliance.
At the request of the President the Hon. Billa Flint;: one of our
Vice-Presidents, attended the annual meeting of the Provincial Cath-

L
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oli Temperance Union, (Ontario) by which body he was most cour-
teously received. )

Besides attending the Provincialmeetings alluded to, I have attend-
ed as many public meetings as circumstances would permit in the Pro-
vinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince
Edward Isiand, at which the principles of the prohibition movement
were e:g)lained, and in many cases resolutions a proving of the Alli-
ance adopted with great cordiality. Several of the meetings were
fully reported in the newspapers. The good done by these meetings
might have been materially increased if arrangements could have been
made with able and influential triends of prohibition to accompany
the Secretary to the cities and large towns of the Dominion for the
purpose of attending and addressing mass meetings in connection
with the Alliance.” Some such arrangement should be made hereafter.

“Anwddress setting forth our principles and general work was pre-
pared and transmitted to the church courts at their meetings last sum-
met ; the resolutions passed by those bodies yndicate that the prohibi-
tion movement has the sympathy of a 1 lﬁxmber of clergymen and
influential laymen, many of whom will, if rightly approached, gladly
assit in developing a grend national organization having for its object
the overthrow of the liquor traffic. It has been my privilege to wait
upon or correspond with Bishops and other prominent members of the
Roman Catholic church for the purpose of directing their attention to
the Alliance.

As members of our Council reside in each of the seven Provinces
of Canada, it is evidently impossible to carry on the Work of the Alli-
ance unless considerable disretionary power is placed in the hands
of the officers or. of a small committee. The constitution however
provides a plan‘by which each member of the Council has at any time
the right to propose a resolution and to obtain the votes of all the other
members in reference thereto ; such provision is evidently wise and
necessary, but it appears desirable to amend the constitution on this

point by defining more clearly the duties and powers of the officers.

Two meetings of the Council have been held during the year in
Ottawa. On several occasions members of the Council have met
informally when matters of importance have considered and

valuable suggestions made. -~ I was requested by the President to enter
in the miinute book a memorandum of each such informal meeting at
which three or more members of Council were present.

In September according to the provisions “ef Article 8 of the Con-
stitution a series of ‘resolutions - were sent . t0 all ‘'members of the
Council for their vote yea or ‘may. The votes were duly forwarded to

the Pr.sident who will rcrort the result.,
Our constitution provides that members of the Council shall be

chosen by members of the Alliance in each Province, at meetings

called for that purpose ; such meetings were duly called and held in
Fredericton, N.B., Halifax, N.S., a Meontreal, Que., when members
of the Council for the ensuing year were elected. A meeting of the
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Ontario members of the Alliance was called to be held in the city of
Qttawa ; after consultation it was deemed expedient to leave the selec-
tion of members of the Council for that Province with the several
provincial temperance organizations until definite and satisfactory
arrangements could bg-made. The names of persons selected in:the /

various_provinces will be laid before yon at a suitable time. - R

Inwas intended to hold a meeting in Charlottetown, P.E. I, but
owing to circumstances over which I had no control I was unable to
reach. that city on the day named, and no meeting was held.

With a view to obtaining the general apinion of Temperance Re-
formers in reference to pefitions, a circular was issued in July to
which several answers were received. The circular was considered
at some important Provincial meetings, the decisions and recom-
mendations elicited at which will be found of use in future. ‘

Realizing the impertance of “ Electoral Action ” in accordance with v 3
our principles, the Council inserted in the circular issued arch 28,
the following clause indicating the duty of Temperan eformens

in reference thereto.

“In the event of vacancies occuring in the representation cf Parliamentary Con-
stituencies 1o endeavor to secure the return of representatives favorable to the en- /
actment of a Prohibitory Law:” ‘ /

I stibmit documents bearing upon this subject and invite for the
suggestions therein contained most careful consideration.

aving referred to the formation and general operations of the
Alliance, as well as to the prohibitory movement prior to last Febru-
ary, 1 have now to record proceedings during the last session of Par-
liament, and subsequent  efforts with a view to legislation. /It will be
remembered that the Council sought and obtained an interview with
the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, to whom were presented the resolutions of
the Montreal Convention. From his reply we understood that the
Government was not likely to initiate legislation in the direction de-
sired ; although Mr. Mackenzie intimated the possibility of *testing
public opinion by their vote aye or nay, for or against prohibition on
the occasion of a general election, or at some other convenient time.”
The Prenier also called attention to the question of the relative d
jurisdiction of the federal and local authorities, which would have to be
decided ; stating that it might be necessary to obtain a final judicial
decision on that subject in order that the friends of prohibition might
not waste their energies in a wrong direction. Shortly after the above
interview a committee of the Senate recommended—

“That an address be sent from the Senate to His Excellency the Governor
Gereral in Cotmicil, requesting him to submit the question to the Lud es of the
Supreme Court for their opinion, and to communicate the same to Parliament at
its ngxt session.

The Hon: Mr. Vidal moved in terms of the foregoing recommen-
dation, but subsequently withdrew his motion upon the assurance
being given that the matter would receive the attention of the Govern-
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ment. About the samé time Mr. Ross, in the House of Commons,
moved for—: ' : 1
"f‘ Cowcs of ;carrcspondencc between the, Government and the Ljeutqnaﬁt!(,'-,ov-
erriofs of 'the different Provinces regarding the relative jurisdiction of the Dominiop
and Provincial Parliaments over the manufacture and saké of intpxicating liquors,

together withiall decisions im the Courts in- the different Provinees bearing upon
this matter,” .

'In making'this' motion Mr.' Ross called the attention of the House
to the 52nd, clause of the Supreme Court Act, which reads as follows :
“1t shall M}a“ﬂ for theé Governor in Council to refer t( the Supremé Court
for hearing or considefation; any imatter whatsoever as be Tnay think fit, aid the

Court shall therenpon and consider the same and certify sheir epinion thereon
to the Governor in Coungil,” .

‘The Hon. Mr. Blake inthe coudse of his reply said : s

 ®This (the Supreme Coust) was an A te Court formed for the purpose of
determining theé correctness or inaceurgty of the decisions of the various Provincial
tribunals, and that class of cases which might be brought before ‘these tribunals
for adjudication, an\ which might afterward come before it in the r-and nor-
mal discharge of its functions as a Cowrt of Justice. . It was obvious that it would
be a serious matter, in the performance of these duties,for it to give & preliminary
opinion under this exceptional ()ower without all the advantages, and withont those
aids to arriving at cofrect conclusions to be found in the presentation of a case—
narrowed if yod ‘'will) but’dlko made more clear’ by the ordinary forms in which
cases were presented to the Cowrts, both as tothe' issal, and as to argumient, also
by the process of decision and of judgment in the infefior courts, and lastly made
more clear by the argument in the eourt above.?’ ‘

Mr. Blake also suggested that those interested in’'the subject--

“'Shuld see that use made of the ordinary methods for bringing, the qn;tion
beforé the’ Supreme 'Conrt.” ‘

Notwithstanding the reply given to Mr, Ross by the Hon. Minister
of Justice, mgny gitizens are far from being satisfied, still ‘thinking
that the Government could and should take necegsary steps to obtain
the opinion of the Supreme Court, . \

It was by some expected that a decision by the Supreme Court.in
a case from Ontario, (* Queen against Taylor”) referring to the, right
of local legislatures to tax biewers, would, settle tHe question of juris-
diction ; such however has not been the case, the appeal baving been
quashed on the ground that the case was, finally adjudicated upon 30
days before the organization of the Supreme Court. .

The Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick at its last session
passed a resolution urging the Government of . that Province to take
steps. to ascertain, the powers of the Local Legislature in reference to
granting or witholding licenses to sell spirituous liquors.

A meeting of the Coungiliof the Alliance wad held in Ottawa Nov.
29, 10.considen the preseat position of 'the 'movement, and to adopt
resolutions, and, suggestiens in reference thereto. . Two important de-
cisions bearing upon the question of jurisdiction were considered, one
being from Mr. Justice Ritchie of the Supreme Court of New Bruns-

-
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wick, the other from Mr. Justice.Caron of the Province of Queben.’
The occasion -of the decision of Mr. Justicé Ritchie was the refusal of
a license in Kings ‘County, N.B., r the provisions of 34 Vict. ¢h.
6, sec. 1, which reads as follows : " i
“ No license shall be granted or issued within any parish or menicipality in thi®
Province when ‘a majority of the rate payers resident in such parish or municipality
shall petition the sessions or muaicipal council against issuing any license within
such parish or municipality.” ,
In delivering judgment the learhed Judge said :
* Under the British North American Act 1867, the local legislattrres have no
ower except these expressly given to them ; and with respect to the granting of
ricenses affecting trade they are expressly confmed to ‘shop, saloon, tavern, wuc.
‘. tioneer and other ficenses, in order fo mising of a revenue from provincisd, local
or municipal plamses " a provision wmder which 4 revenue may-be detived from
1 . the sale wnd traffic; but which the prohibition of the salg or traffic would entirely
d:;:;vy". and which would be in direet antagonism with (&e privilége thereby con-
c i . , 2 :
The act already quoted (34 Vict. ch. 6) was thereforétdeclared u/tra
vires for the.local legislature of the Province of New Brunswick.
} ®he decision of Mr. Justice Caron, Sweetsburg, P.Q., was in the case
of Moses O. Hart vs. 2he Corporation of the County of Missisquoi,
said Corporation having by a majority of 720 of the electors approved
a By-law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors by virtue of the
temperance act of 1864, known as the Dunkin Act. It was argued
that the first ten sections of the said Act were repealed by the muni- *
cipal code of the Province of Quebec. Judge Caron sustained the
by law, and held that—

‘“ Inasmuch as the first ten sections of-the temperance act 186}, concern trade
‘ and commerce,' they canmot be modified or abrogated by the legislature of the Pro-
[ vinee of Quebec.”
| After considering the foregoing deciSions, the Council adopted the
‘ folldwing :—

.
—

WHEREAS, it has been ruled by Judges in two Provinces of the Dominion that
under the Confederation Act the ;mvincial Legislatures have no right to tleal with
the liquor traffic otherwise than by license for fevenue and regulation ; such right
as respecting trade and commerce being vested in the Dominion Parliament only
and
W HEREAS, this decision must be accepted unless it be hereafter set aside b{_my
highet court ; and, whereas, there appears no probability of any Act for Total
Prohibition being entertained by the present Parliament ; and
WHEREAS, the Temperance Act of 1864, (commonly called the Dunkin Act)
only applies to two Provinces, and is susceptible of considerable improvement in
! its details ; and ; ‘ ‘
» WHEREAS, it is desirable that the whole Dominion shuuld share the benefits of
Permissive Prohibition without interfering with the working of any Provincial
License Laws,

THEREFORE, in the opinion of this Council, the efforts of the friends of Tem.
perande, throughout Canada, should be directed to the g, daring the ensuin
session of Parliament, of a complete and effective Local Option Law for the whole
Dominion, which should give power to the inhabitants of any district recoEucd
by law, whether small oglarge, to prohibit the common sale of intoxicating bever-
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[ t Wistrict, with suitahleypaghipery for its enforpement, and with sufficieat
1es-Jor its VIO.@'sl(‘)n. Y . ?
:ﬂg dé‘.}he" déting of the Couneil the Hon, Judge Ritchie of the
T

e Couft of Nova'ScBtla’ Has delivered a judgment, of which
the following is an extract : g

®¢The scctipn of the British. Northr American Act, which confers legislative pow-
eryon the: Parliawient of Canaday restricts such powers to all matters not coming
withsin the classes. of subjects assigned’ exclusively to the:legislatures of the provin-
ces. The terms, ** property and civil rights,” the power of dealing with which is
vested in the Provincial Parliament afe . very "comprehensive, ani on referring to
the 94th and g7th sections, it is evident that the framers of the Act did not intend
that they should receive a very restricted interpretation, and yet in the most re-
styicte] sense they embrace the subjects L have referred to, for life, health and
personal safety are the rights of th: paople of every free country, and to preserve
them,is the duty of the Legislature, and any laws which have K)r their object the
prevention of intemperance directly affects these subjects, for not only dees drunk-
ngss destroy the bealth and reputation, waste the property and ruin the happiness
and comfort of those addicted to it, but isthe cause of most of the crime comumit-
ed in tha land ; it is not therefore to he wondered at that the Local Legislature
should desire to pass such laws as would be likely to, lessen an evil fraught with
such conyequences to the commanity, and if jt ‘cannot do this because it indirectly
and to a limited extent’ affects ‘one ‘of the subjects’ over whick the Doitiinion Par-
ligment has power of legislation, it must equally; and for the satme reasons, be re-
strdined from making any rezulations to. protect the community from the evils
"’f?mﬁ; from the sale of unwholesome provisions or the unrestricted sale of peisons
which it #ppears to me it can hardly bz contended it has not the power of making,
and yat, whatever évils may arise from'théss sources they are cast to the shide by
thbse which anise from thé extessive us® of intoxicating ' liquors, aind even those
endctments. of our legislatuce which prohibit the; sale of  intoxicating liquors to
miners and ‘pecsons adjudged, ito be habitual, deunkards, and sales made on 2
Sunday as this all affects trade, ‘must be illegal, unless deemed otherwise as
police regulations. I cannot but view these and the enactment in question as
sugh, Nﬁ the Provincial Parliament is, in my opinion, entitled 1o legislate with a
view, to ate within the Province the sale whatever may injuriously affect
the lives, health, morals or well being of the community—whether it be inatoxicat,
ing ljquors, pqisans, or unwholesome provisions, if such Jegislation is made bona
Sfidd with that object alone'even though to a cprtain limited extent it should affect
trade and commerce.” . !

The above decision, which was concurred in by the other 6 Judges,

was given in connection with an appeal from a decision of a Lowel™
Court, the question raised being the right of the Provincial Legisla-
ture'of Nova Scotia to pass the ““Statutes of License ” now in force

in that Province, concerning which the learned Judge says :

It must be borne in mind that the enactmgnt is not one whereby a// trade in
intoxicating liquors is or ean be, wholly prevented.”

The facts above recorded shoul({) receive your careful consideration
at the, present meeting, to. the ‘end that an understanding between
prohibitionists in the several provinces may be arrived at, and neces-
sayy steps taken 1o secure at the earliest possible date a full and satis-

' fattory definition of thé powers - of the Dominion and Provincial
Legislatures respectively. .. You should also consider and clearly state
the future policy of the Alhance.. "

The special work of the Alliance is to concentrate all available
forces; and to centraliz¢ all efforts with a view to thie speediest and most
satisfactory results. In"the prosecution of this work, we eéxpect

9
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sympathy andupport, net only frem. tgmperance organizations, but
from Church Courts, Municipal bodies and other assqeiatigns. of
citizens. We must seek the co-opgration of Merchants, of Manufac-
turers, of Editors, of Teachers, of Clergymen, and of all who desire
te promote the best interests of the Dominion. ‘The work commen-
ced should be carried on systematically, energetically and persistent-
ly,-unsil the power and influence of the Alliance is felt throughout
our whole country,, aad. until, the  Legislative, suppression of  the
Liquor Traffic becomes an accomplished, fact. '

The declaration of principles,has begn found of great service. . Steps
should be taken to make. it more genérally known. . We may safely in-
vite for it the closest scrutiny and the fullest and freest discussion.,

The Constitution of the Alliance needs careful revision at the pre-
sent meeting.

For the successful carrying out.of our great work, funds are abso-
lutely necessaxry. . The intention last year was to endeavor to enrol
as spon as possible,a sufficient pumber of paying members, to defray
necessary expenses, Several friends feared that the Alliance might be
looked upon as a new.and perhaps unnecessary Temperance organi-

zation ; and desired to postpone nniting themselves therewith until it
had received the official recognition of the large  representative tem-
perance, bodies. Whilst encouraged by many expressions of approvil
and sympathy from various quarters, the officers of the Alliance haye
been somewhat hampered pecunjarily, and have done . their work
under great, difficulties, Realizing, the necessity. for the Alhance and
believing that when its character, principles and work were thorough.-
ly. understoad, a sufficient number, of , members, and funds to carry
on the work would be. forthcoming, we, have gone steadily forward.

_ This year’s intreductory work bas made the Alliance ‘widely known.

I earnestly hope:that many whose sympathies have been enlisted will
shortly enrol themselves as members, that the Treasurer may have
sufficient funds to, meet all liapilities to the, present time, It will de-
volye upon the presentmeeting to perfect the organization of the
Alliance, and devise such plans of action as will conmend themselves
to, all thoughtful citizens, It will be necessary to adopt some financial
system to secure the permanency, thoroughness and success of future
operations. After cavefully copsidering various plans, I have decided
to reconmend the following as most ‘liﬁely to meet the exigencies of
the case and furnish sufficient funds to carry on the work of the Al-
liance, viz:—put forth an immediate effort to raise for Alliance purposes
the sum of $§25,000 payable in 5 annual instalments and in sums
varying from one to ope hundred dollars, There are surely ,two
thousand persorfs in the Dominion of Canada sufficiently interested in
the great principles of. Prohibition and in the work undertaken by the
Alliance to subscribe the nécessary amount suppose— .~
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‘100 persons contribute annually $25, $50 or $100, amounting

in all to $1,500
100 persons . - . 10.00 - : - 1,000
100 “ . . . §.00 . . . 500
tjo0 ¥ - " . Torz - - . 2.000
VAR
)
$5,000

Each subscriber should be annually notified when his subscription
becomes due; that he may remit direct to the Treasurer, thus saving the
expense involved in an annual canvass for subscriptions. The
amounts promised would guide the Committee in laying out work,
and no work should be . undertaken involving expenditures beyond
the amount subscribed. Fam satisfied that some such plan as in-
dicated could be devised, and is absolutely necessary for the success
of the undertaking. This whole question of finance should be re-
ferred to a committee to report during the present meeting.

The propriety of organizing Provincial, County or perhaps Local
Committees to act with the Council needs consideration ; and, if
deemed expedient, a plan of operation should be carefully arranged.
We should also aim at securing an Alliance 'agent in-every available
constituency in the Dominion.

I beg to direct your atténtion to the accompanying letter from Mr.
Barker, Secretary of the United Kingdom Alhance, in answer to a let-
ter of enquiry in referénce to their mode of operation. I also submit
for consideration copies of reports and letters containing interesting
and valuable suggestions.

During the past year, a most important and successful conference
of Temperance Reformers was held in the City of Philadelphia. All
Temperance and Prohibition Societies in the World had been invited
tosend delegates. The President instructed me to endeavor to secure
the attendance of representatives of the Alliance. T am glad to stare
that Rev. R. F. Burns, D.D. of Halifax, N.S. and Geo. W. Ross, M.P.
of Stathroy, Ont. were present at the conference as representatives of
the Dominion Alliance. ‘The National Temperance Society has pub-
lished a Centennial Temperance Volume containing a full report of
the Conference, \ b

The work of the past year has brought me as your Secretary into
contact with’many of the most prominent ‘workeérs in our great cause.
To those whose kind hospitality I have enjoyed, or who'have in various
ways contributed to the pleasure and success of niy tours, as well as
to all who have furnished me with interesting and' valuable informa-
tion I hereby ténder my hearty thanks. Particularly would I record
my sense of obligation to our esteerned President for the generous
confidence re in e, and for assistance always cheerfully render-
ed in the discharge of my important duties.

The record of the past year is now before you. To the thoughtful
observer, there are many encouragements. The enthusiastic interest
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in connection with the Dunkin Act movement. in, Ontario.and
Quebec ; the vigorous enforcement of loeal laws in Nova S¢etia; the
decision of the council in-Winnipeg, Manitoba, not to grant licenses ;
and many other facts that might be referred to, indicate the progress of
our principles, and the development of a broad deep intelligent feeling”
against the Liquor Traffic, If true to itself and to the interest of Can-

ada, the Alliance will in ~all possible ways encourage and

strengthen  that ‘feeling, never resting so long as the mischievous
Liquor Traffic is licensed and protected by Jaw in this fair portion of
the British Empire. N
Respectfully submitted,

THoMAS GALES, Secretary.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Frox Freruary, 1876, to Fxsroary ‘14, 1877,

DissurskuENTS
As per' President's ordes.
Nos. 1 and 20, Secretary's Salarv. .00, ., «es $800 00
Nos, 10,111, 14/ 19 Travelling Expenses...... 337 22

Nos. 2, 4,5, 7,8, 12,13, 16, Printing  ,... 107 60
Nos. 9, 15,17, Poxtuge. . ....00 000 vaiass 49 12
No: 18, Btationery..... ve'ddgoded becens o 22 61
» Nos, 3, 6, Rent of Halls,...vovieveeeee.. 18 60
. 13356 15
RECRIPTB . .ouvbivniens coOuvib abavhavesls sl 682 41

Balance due the Secretary.....o covsvss 66274

MEMO.—One thousand cards of ‘membership were prepared, of which 516 have
been placed in the hands of persons with a view to enrolring members ; 237 have
been duly accounted for, and the membership fees, $474, accompanied with $29,
donations from members, received. Total from members, $503 ; collections and
cash, $179.41—making in all $682.41. :

THOMAS GALES, Secretary.
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The finance committee appointed to examine the accounts of the Secretary and
report upon the financial operations of the Alliance, beg leave to submit*the }pl-

lowing :—

1. That the accounts submitted show the receipts for last year (% be .41,
and the expenditure $1335.15; thus leaving a deficit of $652.74.
2. That your Commuttee find that the sxpectation of last,, yeas in to’ the

enrolment of members were not realized—the number enrolled being only 237.

3. It'is quite evident that in the management of an,organization like the Alli-
ance the only reliable source, of revenue will be the regular contributions of a fixed
membership ; any other basis will necessarily be fluctuating and unreliablé.. The-
small sumber enrolled during the past year, instead of being discouraging, is, on
the contrary, assuring to the Committee that with, proper effort in that direction
the Alliance would soon be on a very sound financial basis/ 'It mnast be remeni-
bered that the efforts of the Secretary were principally devoted to. secure the
friendly co-operation of kindred organizations,: - This required constant travelling
and the devotion of much time in a ditection which, as a matter of course, pre-
vented that thorough and close canvas for membership which your committee be-
lieve to be possible under the present altered condition of affairs.
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4 In view of these circumstances your committee would recommend that the
Secretary and Agent of the Alliance would divide his time proportionately among
the five Provinces, making an effort to visit the principal points in each, and by
the assistance of committees organized under his- own supervision, endeavor to
secure funds in the shape of voluntary contributions and by the enrolling of mem-
bers. - If this plan is adopted, the Secretary of the Alliance will be able to reach
the best men in each section of the Dominion, and by personal intercourse to en-
list their sympathy and assistance.

5. In carrying out this scheme your committee feel that besides the financial
vaiue of the course adopted, the objects of the Alliance would be materially ad-
vanced, by the valuable assistance your Secretary would be able to give at public
meetings and at other gatherings oiY the temperance men of the Dominion.

6. The plan suggested by your Secretary of raising a reserve fund of $25,000
is not onl{ feasible, in the opinion of your committee, but worthy of immediate
:)ition. t is of primary importance to place the Alliance on a sound financial

sis,

7. Your committee recommend that immediate efforts be put forth to clear off
existing liabilities.

CONSTITUTION OF THE DOMINION ALLIANCE
AS AMENDED FEB. 14, 1877. .

1. The designation of this Association shall be : ‘* The Dominion Alliance for
the Total Suppression of the Liquor Traffic;” the object of ‘which shall be to cen-
tralize public opinion upon that question with a viéw to legislative action.

2. The Alliance shall be composed of all persons accepting the following decla-
ration of principles and subscribing not less that $2.00 per annum to the funds,
all of whom shall receive a card of membership. Memberships shall be understood
to expire at the close of each annual meeting,

DrcLARATION oF PrinciiLes

1. That itis neither right nor politic for the Government to afford legal protection and sanc-
tion to any traffic or system that tends to increase crime, to waste the resources of the Dom-
nion, to corrupt the social habits, and to destroy the health and lives of the people

2. 'Dhiat the traffic in intoxicating liquors as common bcvn:‘ﬂn is inimical to the true interests
of mt;:uh and destructive of the order and welfare, society, and ought therefore to be

prohi d ’

3 ‘That the and results of all legislation in regard to the liquor traffic abundantly

that it is impossible satisfacterily to hmit or regulate a system so essentially mischievous

in its tendencies. ‘ ;

4+ That no consideration of private gain or public revenue can justify the upholding of a
system so utterly wrong in principle, suicidal in policy, and disastrous in results, as the Traffic in

ntoxicating Liquors, . )

s. That the islative Prohibition of the Liquor Trafficis perfectly compatible with national
liberty, and with the claims of#:tu and legitimate commerce.

6. That the Legislative Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic would be highly conducive to the

development of a ive civilization.

7. That, rising nEve sectarian and party considerations, all good citizens should combine to
procure an enactment, prohibiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating beverages, as affording
most efficient aid in removing the appalling evils of intemperance.

3 Thée Alliance shall meet annually in the City of Ottawa during the session of
Parliament, for the teception of reports, election of officers, the organization of the
new Couneil, and the transaction of such other business as circumstances may require.

4 The Alliance shall be governed by a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and a
Council of 50 Fhe decisions of the Council, and all business pertaining to the
organization, and work of the Alliance shall be entrusted to an Executive Com-
mttee of seven, four elected out of, and by the Council, and the Officers.

5. Each Provincial Temperance organization in the Dominion shall be at liberty
to elect two members of the Council. The remaining number to be elected by the
Alliance at its Annual Meeting. ‘ .

6. The presiding officers of all Provincial Temperance organizations in general
sympathy with the Alliance, and suc her persons as the Alliance or Council
may select, shall be requested to ice>Presidents.

)
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4 The President shall preside at all meetings of the Alliance or of the Council,
satisfy himself that the minutes are clear and correct, and sign all documents
issued by, or in the name of the Alliance. In the absence of the President from

any meeting a temporary chairman shall be appointed.

8. The Secretary shall :

(1). Give due notice of all meetings of th
mittee.: 3

(2) Attend all meetings o
record of the proceedings.

(3) Furnish all members of the Council with the acts and proceedings of each
Council meeting.

(4) Keep a correct list of the various Provincial Temperance organizations.

(5) Receive moneys, anJ pay the same to the Treasurer,

(6) Transact such other business as the Council or Executive. Committee may
from time to time direct.

9. The Council shall meet immediately after the rising of the Annual Meeting
of the Alliance, and when circumstances réquire, at the call of the President.

1o. It shall be competent for the Executive Committee, or for any three
members of the Council to draft and discuss ropositions affecting the general
action of the Alliance, but such propositions srmll not be acted upon until first
sent to all the members of the council for their yea, or nay, and have received
affirmative votes of at least two thirds of the members of the Council.

11. No alteration or amendment to any of the foregoing articles shall be made
except at an annual meeting by a two+third vote of the members rresem, due notice
of the proposed alteration having been given in the circular calling the meeting.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PLAN OF FUTURE OPERATIONS.

In view of the favorable reception accorded in the various Provinces to the
general idea of a Dominion Alliance to centralize public opinion in reference to
the liquor traffic, with a view to its suppression by legal enactment, we deem it
important to devise plans for more thoroughly carrying into effect the principles
embodied in our constitution.

And therefore recommend--
1st. That the officers of the Alliance be instructed to enmter into a correspon-

dence with the Ontario and New Brunswick Leagues with a view to eﬂeetiﬁ
arrangements by which the prohibition work of Canada shall be concentrat
through the Alliance under such conditions and subject to such constitutional alter-
ations as shall be satisfactory to all persons concerned.

2nd. That the Alliance establish as soon as possible a central office

of Ottawa. :
rd. That when ten or more members of the Alliance are enrolled inany locality

3

it shall be the duty of the Executive to see that they are called together as carly
as possible, to decide whether they will form themselves into an’ Alliance Com-
mittee by appointing a Secreta through whom correspondence shall be main-
tained with the Officers of the Xllilnce. Committees so organized to take such
steps as may be deemed necessary to advance the principlu of the Alliance.

4th. The Executive may form county auxiliaries where desirable, and render
them all the assistance possible ; the agents of the Alliance to act with the offi-
cers of the auxiliaries when in the counties where such are formed.

sth. The Council of the Alliance may, in their discretion, at any time, and if
requested by the Executives. of five Provinéial temperance orgmiutions. repre-
senting at least three of the Provinces—shall convene a Dominion Convention at
Montreal for the discussion of the general policy of the movement, at such time
as may be deemed most suitable.

We are pleased to know that the Quebec League, recognizing the importance
of a general ution through the Alliance, has already taken steps to close its work
to the end that the sympathy and support previously given to that society may
henceforth be given to the Alliance.

e Alliance, Council, or Executive Com-

f the Alliance, or of the Council, and keep a correct

in the city
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OFFICERS ELECTED FEB. 1877.

PRESIDENT :
Hon. A, Vidal, Senator, Samia, Ont.
Vice-PresipexTs ;

Hon Billa Flint, Sepator, Belleville, Ont, Rey. éohn Gordon, Montreal, Que.
Hon ). C. Aikens; Senator, Toronto. Rev. G. Q. Heustis, Cornwall, P.E.I.
Hon i:,mcs Ferrier. Senator, Montreal. {uhn Heney, Esq., Ottawa, Ont.
Geo. W. Ross, Esq., M.P,, Strathroy, Ont. ’rof. J. H. Inch, Sackville,; N.B.

M. H. Goudge, E ., M.P., Windsor, N.S.
Hon §, Creelman, .L.C., Stewiacke, N.S.
Hon Edward Willis, M. P, P.; St. John, N.B. Rev. James McCaul, Three Rivers, Que.
J. Flewwelling, Eﬂ" M P.P, Hampton, N.B. A.T. MeCord, Esq,. Toronto, Ont,

A, Gayton, Esq.,, M.P.P., Argyle, PF.S, Rev. N, McKay, Summerside, P.E.L

. S. k, Esq., Fredericton, N_B. D. Millar Esq., Toronto.
.. Beckett, Esq,, Toronto, Ont, M. Numith,u;:sq.. Toronto, Ont.

Ver{; Reverend Dean Bond, Montreal, Que. D. Plewes; Esq., Brantford, Ont.
E. V. Bodwell, Esq., St. Catharines, Ont, Rev. John Potts, Toronto, Ont.
Rev. R. D\ Browne, Dorehester, N B. X

E. B.Reed, Esq., London, Ont.
{/‘ L. Bulwer, Esq. Halifax, N.S. Rev.
e

}. G. Robh, Toronto, Ont.
ty Rev, Vicar-Gen, Caron, Three Rivers, Q. Rev. J. Smith, Toronto, Ont.
Rev. J. Cameron, Toronto, t.

E. Rowland, Ksq., London, Ont.
D. B. Chisholm, Esq., Toronto, Ont, Rev. Father Stafford, Lindsay, Ont.
Rev, E, Hi /Dew, oronto, One, A. A. Sterling, Fredericton, N.B.
Rev. A. Duff, Sherbrooke, Que. Rev. A. Sutherland, Toronto, Ont.
A. Farewell, Bsqy Oshawa, Ont. H, A. Taylor, Esq.. Halifax. N.S.
Rev: Donald Fraser, Port Elgin, Ont. Rev, R. K Temé?e, Ambherst, N.S.
Rev. Leonard Gaetz, Montreal, Que. George Young, ‘Esq., ‘Montreal, Que,
And the Presiding Officers of Provincial Temperdnce Organizations,
Councit.
Ontario.

Dr. Oronh teka, London.

Rev. A M. Phillips, Cobourg.

G, M. Rose, Esq., Toronto,

G. W. Ross, Esq, M.P,, Strathroy.
Rev. Wm. Scott, Brockyille,

W.'S. Willidms. Esq , Napanee.
Thos, Webster, Esq., Brantford.

Ownebec,

G. B. Houliston, Esq., Three Rivers.
Robert Trwin, Esq.,“klontml‘

Rev. AL A. Cameron, Toronto,

J. M. T. Hannumy, Esq., Ottawa.
ohn Jamieson, Esq., Almonte.

fd witon, Esq., Bondon.

l; W. Manning, .8q,, Almonte.
L. McGillivray, Esq., Ottawa.

y 'R%l-miq-r.@‘:ﬁcp.

Rev.'Caiot Balwin, Méntreal.
kmu ?undlq Ed4., Danville,

r. P, P_Carpenter, Montreal, H. L. Loucks, Esq., Hull.
Thomas. Christie, Esq., M.P,, Lachute. D. Macdonald, Edq., Montreal,
Robert Craig, Esq., Quebec. T, H, Schneider, Esq., Montreal.
Hon.'gmel Ferrier. Montreal, J. H. Timmis, ﬁsq:%iomreal.
John §: Hall, Eeq., Montreal. ‘

| PN New Brunswick.

R. T, it, Esq., Gagetown. Prof. G.'E. Foster; Fredericton.
G. J. g?msq...qdrederictoh.

E.E, Freeze, Esq., Fredericton.
W. W, Dudley, Esq., St. John. Rev, James theod, Fredericton.
Chas. ADEveritt; Esql, ' St. John,

Sheriff Bell, Halifax.

Nova Scotia.

& | J A, Kirk, Esq., M.PP 'E‘-le;elg. i
Rev. Dr. B . Halifax. A Longley; Esq., M.P.P., Paradice.
B. Cornin E ., Yarmouth, y 4 Mlcdondd'.“i':uq.. Duorham,

D. C. Mﬁr,'?.q.‘,m\' Glasgow. ; Parsons, Esq., Halifax,

T. M. King, Beq., igonish. . J. Stewart, Esq., Halifax,

Phince Bawarid Islawd
R. M. Barratt, Esq., Charottetown, P. Sinclair, Esq., M.P.
J. R. Calhoun, Esq., M.P;P., Summierside.

Manitoba. {
Thomas Nixon, Esq,, Winnipeg.
British Columbia.
James Cunningham, Esqly M. P, New: Westminster.
TrEASURER
Robert McLean, Es:;: Toronto.
SECRETARY:

Rev. Thomas Galés, Stanhope, Que.

Ven. Archdeacon Lonsdell, St. Andrews, Que,
David Marshall, Esq., New Glasgow, NS,
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RESOLUTION.

After a full consideration of the present position of the prohibitory
movement, the following resolution was adopted :—

‘“That in view of the present position of the temperance question
it is the opinion of this meeting that friends of the movement in the
several provinces should use their best efforts to carry out the local
option or license laws, now in force, and maintain a continuous agi-
tation for the entire Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic.”

NANANAANANAANANANNANANANS

Extract from a letter from T. H, Barker, Esq., Secretary of
the United Kingdom Alliance.

MR. BARKER says :—*‘‘ In reply to your various queries, No. I, the Alliance for
the first three or four years took no direct electoral action, but from the first pro-
claimed it to be the duty of all good citizens, irrespective of party, to do their
u.most by electoral and all other action to suppress the Liquor Traffic. Electoral
Action, however has been greatly developed from year to year, and now it becomes
one of the main features of our agitation. We seek to pledge as many voters as
we can in each constituency to make the Permissive Bill a test question at elections.

No. 2.—A person by uniting with the Alliance, does not pledge himself as to
his votes ; but of course we consider that we have a moral claim upon him that
he will support candidates who support temperance measures inclusive of'the Per-
missive Bill.

No. 3.—We have no branches o! the Alliance so named—there are what we call
auxiliary societies formed in many towns, and they appoint their own committees,
raise their own funds and disburse the same without going in account to the Cen-
tral Board. They are undefstood to work in harmony with the policy and general
operations of the Alliance, and if able to contribute something to the general funds,

No. 4.—The Alliance recommends voters in the various constituencies to form
Electoral Committees or Associations.

No. 5.—Electoral associations or auxiliaries are not entitled to representation at
the Alliance General Council Meeting ; but all members and friends of the
Alliance are admitted and permitted to take part in discussion. The Alliance
Council is formed in acc’prr{;nce with the constitution of the Alliance, a copy of
which is enclosed. ha

No. 6.—The Alliance does not control electoral associations or auxiliaries. We
have no elaborate code of rules. but leave all to their free action ; we advising and
co-operating according to circumstances.

No. 7.—In election contests the Alliance urges its members and friends to act
together in making a temperance issue the paramount test in respect to the sup-
port of candidates,

We have not found that any one plan of operations would suit the various con-
stituencies, and the various countries, England, Ireland, Scotland and Walés.

We keep our organization at head-quarters as simple as passible ; our great
work being to go on creating public sentiment and leaving it as free as possibte to
organize, and manifest itself in public action in each locality, in harmony with our
great aim, the utter suppression of the Liquor, Traffic.
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CIRCULAR. v
OrTAwA, 27th Feb. 1877.

To the Members of the Alliance and all friends of the Prohibitory
Ligquor Law Movement.

Having been re-elected President of the Alliance, I am anxious to
securg-your hearty co-operation to the end that the Alliance may
speedily attain a position, and exert an influence commensurate with
the importance of its great aim—the total suppression of the Liquor
Traffic. , —

During the past year much important introductory work has been
done, and the report of the Secretary, which will repay perusal, shows
that eleven of the large provincial temperance organizations have
approved the general idea of a Dominion Alliance as propounded a
year ago. We have also been permitted to publish the names of
several influential friends of temperance and prohibition as our Vice-
Presidents.

The constitution of the Alliance was amended at our annual meet-
ing, and resolutions indicating a plan of future operations were
adopted. It must be borne ipn mind that the Alliance is as yet in its
infancy, and as it covers a véry extended territory, we shall not be
surprised if experience reveals the necessity for further changes, both
in the constitution and mode of working.

The work of the past year devolved mainly upon the Secretary, Mr.
Gales ; it is however evidently desirable that he should be relieved
from a portion of the responsibility, and that the views and feelings
of the membership generally in reference to the mode of working to
secure legislative action should be obtained for the guidance of the
officers.

If the Council engages any person to devote himself exclusively to
the work of the Alliance, we shall requirc at least $2500 to pay pre-
sent liabilities, and necessary expenses of the present year.

In view of our pfesent position, and the work to be undertaken, I
beg respectfully to request that you will—

1. Study the ‘“declaration of principles” of the Alliance, and make
them more generally known, remembering that they lie at the
foundation of all successful effort, whether electoral or parlia-
mentary, for the suppression of the liquor traffic.

2. If already enrolled as a miember please renew, and if possible in-
crease your subscription as soon as convenient. Jf not yet en-
rolled the Secretary will be glad to receive your name, with the
membership fee, $2.00, or more.

3. Endeavor to obtain new members for the Alliance.

4. As soon as ten or more are enrolled in your ‘locality it would be
well to organize an A/liance Committee, appoint a Secretary, and
enter at once into correspondence with the Secretary of the Alli-

ance.




19

5. Encourage the formation of County Auxiliaries, to undertake im-
mediate work for the centralization of public opinion in accord-
ance with the principles and aim of the Alliance. '

6. Render assistance to the Secretary and agents of the Alliance when
they visit your locality, by making suitable arrangements for pub-

lic meetings, and fostering a lively interest in the work.
7. Keep the Secretary informed of whatever of interest in connection

/ with the legislative aspects of the temperance question occurs in

the part of the county in which you reside ; such as important

meetings held, the adoption of the Dunkin Act, legal proceedings

arising out of the enforcement of local laws, &c. &c.

Your compliance will greatly aid and encourage the Alliance in its
important work.
I am,
Yours respectfully,

ALEXANDER VIDAL,
President.

N.B.—All communications and remittances should be addressed to
the Secretary, Rev. Thomas Gales, Stanhope, Que.




