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PREFATORY NOTE

The author of this essay on the so-called
Kulturkampt -. which broke out in Prussia

after the founding of the Gennan Empiw
took the degree of B.A. in the UmVe«it;
of Toronto in 1907. when in his twenty-thiiti
year. By submitting a satisfactory thesis
showmg evidence of the use of original ma-
tmal. he might get the M.A. degree in the
followmg year. This he resolved to attempt,
and he spent the winter of X907-08 in Berlin
engaged upon his task. Shortlv after the
essay was despatched to Canada for examin-
ation Its young author was seized with iUness
and he died in Berlin on July xst, X908.'
Ahke as a memorial of a gifted student, and^ because of the interest of the subject,
the essay is now pubhshed. No doubt its
research is incomplete, but it is a quite re-
markable piece of work to be done in a single
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Prefatory Note

winter, especially if it is borne in mind that

the writer knew no German when he began

his task. No attempt has been made to

correct anything but obvious verbal slips.

Dr. G. H. Needier, Associate Professor of

German in University College, Toronto, has

prepared the essay for the press. The

topic was suggested by myself, and it fur-

nishes now a sad pleasure to send forth

the first and, alas, the last work of a

youth of brilliant promise.

G. M. W.

University of Toronto,

November, igog.
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The Kulturkampf

^e of B,s„arek-s earKest biographers, theGennan Gorlaeh, was perhaps the first of his
«»temporaries to ,«„ark that the sL^t-gn of the ChanceUor-s genius is the^
tunes to mderstand the connection of hisactaons. Whether this be a proof of a man^s
historrcal m,portance or not is a quSLconce^ng which much nright be sSd

™
^'SS?in"7°"'^ "^^ ^' ^'^
S^,Z T^^"'^ i* ^ one of the charac-tenst.^ of Bismarck's work. Porto^.
stand that work in its broadest andd^^oance one must go back alm^
the days of which the Germania treats anrt
».»* study aU those elements,S Sda^tagomans which have from time to ttoedjaracter^ the sto,y of the German^Te
and which the man of blood and ironaSbut »'- brought to their final criS^^^

o have a ger^,B fo, ^viving and
history

; for writing, as it were

seemed

revising



The Kulturkampf

the last, or at any rate another chapter of

the old, old stories of the Middle Ages. He
made possible the realization of the German
dream of unity, brought to maturity the

fruits of the wars of liberation, re-estab-

lished the imperial throne, and lastly,—^and

this is of more importance to us in the present

connection,—he revived the ancient struggle

which had filled the pages of history through-

out the Middle Ages, the struggle between
priest and king, between Pope and Emperor.
It was indeed a far cry from Konradin of

Hohenstaufen, that last representative of

the Swabian dynasty who died beneath the

Papal axe wielded by French conquerors,

to Wilhelm of HohenzoUem, whom Pius IX.

hoped to humble by the gestis Dei per

Francos; to many it might seem that the

gulf between the two was not to be bridged

over. Yet notwithstanding all the changes

which the lapse of time had brought forth,

under Bismarck the struggle between Guelph
and Ghibelline was revived, and a new
chapter added to the story which for seven

centuries had lain untouched. The war
which the newly founded empire waged with
Rome was precisely the same struggle which
in 1254 had ended with the virtual destruc-

tion of the Empire. It was of course trans-
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lated into the customs of our own dav, and
therefore lacks much of the picturesqueness
of the earher campaign. The battles were
fought no longer with swords but with words
and tne journeys to Canossa performed noiamid Italian snows but in modem, northern
Berhn; yet this fresh struggle is in many
respects as interesting and instructive asthe earlier one. Like its predecessor, it is
in the mam the chronicle of Roman triumph
and German defeat, a study of the limita-
tions of the genius of one of the greatest of
modems; yet even though its lessons are
negative, they are none the less valuable
tor the statesman who to-day finds himself
brought into fresh conflict with Rome through
the recent encyclical against Modemism.
At a time when Church and State, or at least
the forces of Roman re-action and secular
progress have come again into conflict in

tl.7..^^^^*"^' °^ ^"'"°P^' ^ study ofthe JCulturkampf.'- the so-called "culturewan which was fought out thirty years agom Prussia, cannot but be both valuable and

Dawson, "Germany and theSans "Vni
„^*='=°'*^'"8 ^o

name onginated with Virchow a RaSLi a "• P" '"• the
not been able to verify tWs statfment

"P"'^' ^"' ^ ^^^'^



THE OPENING OP THE STRUGGLE

In considering the causes of the " Kultur-

kampf " one is quickly led into the field of

international politics. The fate of the tem-
poral power of the Pope was in reality sealed

in October, 1861, when Cavour annotmced
in the Sardinian Chamber that the King and
he looked forward to the day when Rome
should be proclaimed as the " glorious capital

of the Kingdom of Italy," * and Pius him-
self undoubtedly realized at the beginning
of the sixties ,that imless heroic meastu'es

were taken in Rome the sovereignty of the
Papal States would sooner or later be usurped
by the newly proclaimed Kingdom. The
events of the next few years, moreover, were
so unfavourable to the interests of the Vatican
in Europe as only to confirm the Pontiff's

fears. The Italian capital was moved from
Turin to Florence ; on the field of Koniggratz,
Catholic leadership in the German Federa-
tion was forev .;r doomed ; and owing to
adverse public opinion in France and to

Napoleon's personal relation with the Italian

movement, the Empress Eugdnie was every
year less and less able to champion the

temporal interests of the Pope. But on the

i Pietro Orsi, " Modern Italy," page 284.

4



The Kulturkampf

other hand, after 1866, as war between
Prance and Prussia became more and more
probable, the politicians of the Vatican, to
whom the possibility of a French defeat was
unthinkable, began to regard such a struggle
as the cure-all for the manifold diseases
from which the Ultramontane cause in
Europe was languishing.* A French victor}'
would undo all the mischief of the last ten
years, evangeUcal Prussia would again be
reduced to the rank of a second-rate power
and the Third Empire would be so strength-
ened by the victory that Napoleon would
be able, perhaps, in conjunction with Austria
Prussia's ally of 1864, in this wav to save the
temporal power of the Pope.

It would not do, however, to leave the
whole work of defence to French bayonets,
and accordingly on June 29th, 1868, invi^
tations to an Ecumenical Council were issued
to meet in December, 1869. The real pur-
pose for which the Council was summoned
namely, a declaration of Papal Infallibility'
was not stated in the Bull which called the
Bishops together, but nevertheless the Jesuit
plans were known early in 1869 in every
coital of Europe through a hint which was

» Bismarck, " ReBections and Remi
P- 103.

miscences," Vol. II.,
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given in February, doubtless intentionally,

by the editor of the " Civility Cattolica," a
semi-official Jesuit paper published in Italy.*

A declaration of Iriallibility was looked
forward to with anxiety by almost every
government in Europe. Especially was this

the case in Bavaria, where the Minister-

President, von Hohenlohe, in April, 1868,

went so far as to issue a letter* to all the
European governments pointing out the dan-

gers which would accrue from any further

extension of the Papal claims. During the

session of the " ZoUparlament " in this year

Hohenlohe and Bismarck " often discussed

the matter, and always in perfect agreement,"

and the Bavarian minister knew in this way
" with what dread and growing anxiety

"

the Chancellor viewed the step which the

Vatican was contemplating.'

One does not wonder at Bismarck's anxiety,

for the new dogma, while aimed perhaps

primarily against Italy, would also be meant
for a ver>' direct attack on the German Con-

1 The text is given in full in Hahn's Documents, p. 7.

2 Feb. 6, 1869. A German text is given by Hahn, p. 9.
3
" Fiirst Bismarck," Hahn, Vol. II., p. 37a, from a

report of Prince Hohenlohe to his constituents, 1874.
Hahn's Documents, p. 9.
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federation as the " Revanche fUr Sadowa,"'
as the requital for the crimes which the Pro-
testant state had committed since 1866 in
working for the unity of Germany on evan-
geKcal lines and encouraging that of Italy
in its efforts to capture Venice end Rome.
The Chancellor was moreover aware " that
there was a party in the Vatican possessed
with the fixed determination of disturbing
the religious and political peace of Europe,
in the fanatical conviction that the imiversal
distress produced by such disturbances would
add weight to the Church.'" Nevertheless
he resolved to await developments and, so
long as the operations were carried on purely
in the theological field, to remain passive.
"Our operations can only be commenced
when we see danger of political encroach-
ments," he wrote in January, 1870.' " For
Prussia there is constitutionally and politi-
cally only one standpoint, namelv, perfect
freedom for the Church in reUgious matters,
and determined resistance to every encroach-

06^01.%*"?,'° ^°^^^'>^^' A"8- "th. X869. Hahn p. 9.

Jan'?Wah^ ;°^^^-,^^'''^^ «» '^ Holy See.
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ment on political territory." •' Our waiting
policy becomes all the easier," he continued,
" because, whatever may be the final result,

we especially have no cause to fear any
political dangers—since we are certain to find
on the field of legislation the means for over-
coming every crisis and reducing the claims of
our opponents to a level conformable with
our political. life."*

The Council met on December 8th, 1869,
and as soon as it became clear that a desperate
eflFort would be made by the Jesuit party to
pass the new dogma, thousands of voices
were raised in opposition all over Europe,
and after the French and Austrian govern-
ments" had sent in protests to the Holy See
and the German Bishops' had added their
voices to the general cry of disapproval,
Bismarck himself went so far as to instruct

» Despatch to von Arnim, May a4th, '60, Hahn pp. u.
13. 14-

>The Austrian government ofSdally protested on Feb*
10th. 1870, Hahn pp. 14, 35, and the French on April 4th.
Hahn pp. a6, 37.

S The German bishops first protested in a pastoral lette'
addressed from Fulda on September 6th, 1869. A General
Council will never and can never pronounce any new doctrine
which is not conUined in the Holy Bible or Apostolic records,
they wrote, as if trjring to reassure themselves ; Hahn p. 17.
They again protested in January in conjunction with the
Austrian bishops, Hahn pp. 33, 34, and again on April loth.
Hahn pp. 37, 38.

8



Tfu KulturkatHpf

^ North German ambassador at the Holy
See to inform the Papal Secretary that the
fear had been expressed in Germany that
the doctrme which Rome was threate.ing
to proclaim '• might throw the relations of
Church and State into confusion."' " Wehave no interest in weakening the authority
of the Pope. Amim reported to AntoneUi.
but m Germany Catholic and Protestant

must hve together in peace." Further than

Tu T^uK^"^ "°* ^^^ ^We to go. andalthou^ the Pope's irresolution was doubt-
i«s m no small measure to be ascribed to
the opposition manifest in Germany, suchmeasure were in reality lost on the Vatican

T„??, K*?!
'®*^ °^ J^^y- '«7o. the Papal

fofaUibihty was declared, on the 19th war
broke out between Prance and Germany.
Even so fanatical a Protestant as Bluma^ts that -no one would assert that
France had anything to do with the Dogma • "»
nevertheless the two declarations h^ thismuch m common that they were both aimed^nst Prussia. :« after years it seemed
to Bismarck that " the Empress Eugenie's
partiahty for the warUke tendency in French
pohtics could hardly have been uncomiected

9



The Kulturkampf

with her devotion to the CathoKc Church
and the Pope," and that " in case of victory
the Empress would have shown her devotion
to the Pope in Germany " and so ave pro-
vided a fiche de consolation, even if an
inadequate one, for the injuries which the
Papal See had sustained in Italy with, and
by means of. Napoleon's concurrence.* Once
let the French armies reach Berlin and the
interests of the Catholic Church in Prussia
would b3 safe for many years to come.
Such were the hopes of the Curia, but never

were hopes destined to bitterer disappoint-
ment. Sedan fell ; Eugenie fled to Pro-
testant England

; the Paris mob, with the
roar of German cannon in its ears, emanci-
pated itself from the leadership of the Jesuits
and proclaimed a republic ; and on Septem-
ber aoth, as the German artillery bom-
barded Paris, the Italian troops entered
Rome, and the Temporal Power was pro-
claimed to be at an end.

Pius was alone in Europe, the enemy
within his gates and he himself without an
ally. Prussia had been responsitie for it

» Bismarck, " Reflections ard Reminiscences." Vol II .

P- »03.

See also Bismarck's speech of March loth, 187a, in the
Herrenhaus when he spoke of what had been expected
from the geatia Dei per Francoa in the ecdesi' stical realmm Germany."

10
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jiU, the fight at Sedan had opened the way toRome to the Italian armies
; yet for the

present it was quite manifest that revenge
was not to be thought of ; that could wait,
for the Infallibility Dogma was a weapon
which would not grow rusty. On the other
hand, the crying necessity of the moment
was to provide a place of refuge for the
Holy Father in case the Vatican itself should
be attacked and he forced to fly from Rome.
France and Italy were closed to him, Austria
was msecure. a.d the Pope's advisers found
themselves face to face with the astounding
fact that It was only within German borders
that a suitable asylum could be found

Accordingly, early in October, the Pope
approached Gmf von Amim, the ambassador
of the North German Federation at the holy
b^, on the subject of his finding a place of
refuge in Germany, and on the 7th Bismarck
received a telegram at Versailles from Amim
asking whether the Pope " in case he wished

If S^^!,^°"^«
^°"W rely on the protection

of His Majesty the King of Prussia.- The
Chancellor replied next day in the affirmative
and :s :-eported as having said in regard

II



i

I

i

The Kulturkampf

to the matter :—" We have been asked
whether we could afford the Pope an asylum.
I have nothing to say against the scheme :

Schloss Bruhl at Cologne or Fulda are open
to him. It would be an unheard-of turn
of events, but a very useful one for us, if

we could appear to the Catholics as the only
power of the present day, as indeed we are,
that could and would afford protection to
the highest prince of their church."*
There was moreover in parts of Germany

itself a strong feeling that one of the first

acts of the new Empire should be inter-
vention on behalf of the territorial interests
of the Pope, and early in November Count
Ledochowski, the Archbishop of Posen and
Gnesen went to Versailles to interview Bis-
marck on the subject.'' The Chancellor, who
at this time was afraid that the interference
of the neutral powers might spoil the results
of the Prussian victories, suggested that
Germany might support the Pope, provided
that Papal influence should be brought on
the French clergy in the interests of peace.'
Ledochowski tried to move several members

1 Busch, " beim Tee." I., ch. i, p. 337. cited by Wiennann.

2 Bismarck, " Reflections and Reminiscences," p. 53.
8 See "Bismarck in Versailles, Erinneningen an Ver-

saUles. 1870-71," Leipzig, 1886.
"

12
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The KuUurkampf

of the higher clergy in the direction indicated
but could only report that his advanced
had been coldly met and declined

; and
from this Bismarck concluded, to quote hisown words " that the Papacy must either
lack the will or the power to afford him any
assistance in obtaining peace of a sufficient
value to make up for the displeasure which
would be felt by German Protestants and
Italian Nationalists should the Empire openly
champion the Papal interests in regard toRome. In other words, as soon as Bis-
marck saw that Germany could gain nothing
in France or elsewhere by supporting the
temporal power, he resolved, notwithstanding
the assurances which had been conveyed
through Amim to the Holy Fctier, to takeno part whatever in the Roman question.^A few days after Ledochowski's return

Abgeordnetenhaus took place.' During thecampaign in many of the ridings candidates
of the most varied political opinions hadcmne forward and pledged themselves to
protect the Church should it be attacked in
the general re-organization of Germany, and

'"'i^^S^^^'-'^-sw'^i-s by

13
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to support a movement for the restoration
of the Pope. In the preceding August the
Prussian bishops, despite their protests of
an eariier date, had finally ace ted the
Infallibility Dogma in their official capacity,*
and m the election campaign great numbers
of the Prussian priesthood worked on behalf
of the candidates who had declared them-
selves in favour of the Ultramontane propa-
ganda. The cause was naturally a popular
onem many neighbourhoods, and no less than
sixty CathoHcs found themselves elected as
members.^* At the time of the elections
there was no intention of building up an
Ultramontane "fraction" in the House
although the idea of a CathoHc party was
by no means new.^ In 1852 owing to certain
anti-Jesuit decrees, the so-called " Kath-
olische Fraktion " was founded, and gained
sixty-one seats in the election of that year
For ten years the party had continued to
send a similar number of deputies, but when
Bismarck entered the ministry in 1862 the
people became more and more interested in

1 Hirtenbrief der wiederum in Fulda versammeltendeutschen Bischofe—Hahn pp. 36, 37, 38
^«rsammelten

2 Blum, " Das deutsche Reich," p.' 28.
3 An ex^llent review of the history of the " Katholi«.h«

14
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The Kulturkampf

the constitutional conflict and church oues-tiom sank into less prominence, so that
fijiaUy m 1867 the Catholic party ceased toex^m the Chamber. But in'the^aS^n S
1870 the public mmd was dweUing again on
ecclesjasfcal problems

; the effects of theI^nchwarand the InfallibiUty Dogma uoonthe posit c^, of the CathoUc Church^^
could not be calculated definitely

; the Powmoreover was in need of help, and altogethS
.t was easy for office-seekers so to work upona nervous electorate as to induce it toJLa large number of CathoUcs irrespective of theI^y to which they belonged. \ thet^:
tmie, It ,s weU to repeat that in ,870 there^ no intention of estabUshing a n^
f«ct.on " or of reviving the old one,' ^dto describe the CathoKc members as constitutmg at this time a new party is douWy

mcor^ct. The leading UltrLontanrhaS

ffii«-S~Wfef-ES^°^-*
of the most violent of tJltrnVi^^T Kfichensperger. one
that "that would he a .^ofw*^"*^- declared in reol^
lies." (.. DaTw^eeins^TsLs Unir-'l"f

'°' *'^«™ ^ cI?gS^
Windthorst also dfskpS-o^d of^ th. ^^

""" Katholiken.")

but I h/ve norCn abfe to ohf
"M^ifl^sches Kirchenblatt^?

See Appendix A^Mf"" ^ °^**"> "^^er of these originals.
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declared against such tactics. On the other
hand, what was intended was that in case
the position of the Church in Prussia should
in any way be menaced owing to the unsettled
conditions of the times, then and not
before, these men and, it was hoped, also
others, irrespective of creed or party, might
band themselves temporarily together in
the eflfort to promote the religious interests

of the people. There was no party organiza-
tion during the elections, nor for some time
afterwards.

On December 14th the House came to-
gether. The Ultramontanes, still without
party organization, took the seats assigned
to them in the centre of the chamber. For
a complete month they continued so, and
then suddenly, on January nth, 1871, they
constituted themselves into the " Constitu-
tional Party " (Verfassungspartei) or " Cen-
trum,"* The causes for this step are not
difficult to discover ; by the beginning of the
new year the failure of Ledochowski's expe-
dition had become known, and it was gener-
ally supposed that Bismarck had decided to
refuse to support the Pope. It was to win
this support that the Catholic members had

1 Majunka p. 35.
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^"^L "S?
''^ "^y ^'^ theywould not at this t.me have constituted*«»sdves mto a party

; but the sup^had been refused, and the time had thSecome for concerted action. Thereof
"

T2 ""^ °' '">"'• - oon^'io^
fotWi.";?^ convictions of the leadi^&aiohc pohticmns in regard to the inad^tehty of reviving the Catholic PartT^;ae Cathchc Party had not been^,;ivSIhe two names which had been provMMfor the new " fraction " were J^^,^
non-secterian, and it was h<^ J^'"^
«pected that many PrntestanHhrfav^
tte restoration of the Pope, would -oS^^

toKt ?nT '*"*'"' **•* ^« no timetobe lost m b^mung the campaign for^an mtovention in Italy, andonFeb^
^es pmymg that " one of the fct

nugnt be the restoration of the riehts anrffreedom of the Holy Father. "X ^e
dSTth^"" """"^ •" "° "^h- "depS-aence than sovereignty itself.

^^"JiS Vde^^'ife^^^ a,' Wilhelm in Vc-
welthchen Souveraniut des plpstes."

**^^ "°«J ^^
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The elections to the first Reichstag took
place on March 3rd.* The fears of the Catho-
lic South for the fate of their Church in the
newly-founded Empire, and the natural desire

that the Pope should be restored to power
in Rome, caused the Ultramontanes to

make a determined effort to gain representa-

tion in Parliament. In order to capture the

votes of those people to whom the religious

causes did not appeal, the candidates also

pleaded against over-centralization in Berlin

and the complete sinking of the nationality

of the various states in that of a united

Germany. In short, the Catholic and Indi-

vidualistic policies were united, and thus it

came about that Ultramontanes, Poles,

Guelphs, Social Democrats, and later the

French of Alsace and Lorraine, and indeed

every opponent of Nationalism, helped the

new party on to victory and the capture of

over sixty seats in the first Reichstag.'

The questions at issue came up almost
immediately upon the meeting of the House,
when it was moved that in reply to the
Address' from the Throne the hope of the

1 " Provinzialkorrespondenz," Jan. a^Td, contains the
writ for the elections ol Mar. 3rd.

2 " Provinzialkorrespondenz," April sth.

3 The reply was moved by von Benniesen, March agth,
1871. Sten. Berichte, Reichstag. Penode i.. Session
I., Band i.

18
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members should be expressed "that th*
days of interference in the inner life of otherpeoples would on no account and u^der nocircumstances be renewed." "We must makeIt qmte clear." said the mover. 'That^he

^nS^n r^"!-
°" ^"^ German-Italian orGerman-Chnstian course of policy." Reichen

si^rger at this time the virtual LderTf the"

jas bummg and that it was only Christianduty for a neighbor to make some eflSrt to^ve It. but m the division which foWdthe Centrum stood ahnost alone, faced by amajonty 250 strong » " oy a

But the first debate in which the twoparties which were to decide the fate of the

^""T/S^"^
the next ten yea:^ wer^sharply defined occurred during the" C^^

dn^htsdebatte " in April.^Xn Reicl^.'
spei^er on behalf of his party proposed inan amendment to the constitution of the

IZtTf'A^^^'' ^"^^'^^'^ "^^^"^ shoulddefine the fundamental rights of the German
j^^.l Division of March 30th. x8;.. 43-63. Sten. Berichte:

g^»Grund«chtsdebatte. April x-4th. ibid. Per. ^, Ses. i.

.^ » For text of chief articles see Appendix B. p. ,34.
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people. They were nearly all taken bodily

from the Prussian constitution of 1851,*

and in addition to providing freedom of

speech and the right of assembly, dealt in

two sections with the position of the Church
in the new Empire. The first asserted the

freedom and equality of religious belief
;

the second, that all sects should " indepen-

dently order and conduct their affairs and
remain in possession and use of their estab-

lishments and funds for education and
charity.

'

' To give anything like a full accotmt

of the debate that followed would take many
pages. This motion for the support of which
the clericals had really primarily been elected,

is justly describedby Wiermann as an attempt

to establish " as a foundation principle in

the new constitution of the German Empire,

the absolute freedom of the Roman Catholic

Church, of her orders, her press and her

political agitators."* The sections of the

Prussian constitution which deal with civil

marriage and the freedom of science and
its teaching, ever thorns in the flesh of the

1 Articles la, 15, a;, a8, ag, 30 were included almost in
toto. See von Stengel, " Die Organisation der pieussischen
Verwaltung," Leipzig, 1884.- "Die deutsche Reichsver-
fassung," von. Ph. Zorn, Verlag von Quelle & Meyer in
Leipzig, o. D.

2 Wiermann, " Geschichte des Kulturkamp&s," p. 14.
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Roman Catholic Church, were naturally not
included among those which the Centrum
members proposed to incorporate in the
Constitution of the Empire, and the proposal
was of course attacked on this ground.'
But nevertheless the Centrum, whose mem-
bers have always posed as the champions
of freedom, declared the motion to be the
" magna charta " of religious peace in Ger-
many and Bishop von Ketteler warned
the House amid great excitement, that the
rejection of the amendment would violate
the religious convictions of Alsace.^ But
the eloquence of the Centrum counted for
little, and as before it stood alone in support
of the incorporation of the sections.'

The introduction of the Centrum into
Landtag and Reichstag were events most
displeasing to Bismarck.* In both Houses

» Heinnch von Treitschke asked, " Where is the articlefrom the Prussian oonstitution declaring 'Science and its
teaching is free. Where is the sentence permitting civil
marriage? Sten. Benchte Reichs., April V. '71. Per. i.
SSess. 1., Bd. 1.

•--».«. I

Xrl?^'^ of Bishop von Ketteler. Sten. Benchte Reichs.Apnl 4th, 71, Per. i, Sess. i., Bd. i.

ibid'
°''^^'*'" °' ^^"^ *^^' "^'S4' Sten. Benchte, Reichs

* "
P" my return from France, I was not able to view the

»™?5** c^ °} \^^J??'"^y *^ °'*»«'" than a mobilization of Party
?^ *?****i

Bismarck m Pnissian Abgeordnetenhaus.
Jan. 30th. i87a Sten. Ber. Abgsor. Ses. '71.78. Bd %.

!lr** .

,™8arded it " as the most unheard-of event in

S^ iiS^! ^^t}
a.«»?fessional party should be fonned in a

political assembly. Ibid.

21
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the party constituted a powerful opposition
to his plans for the further unification of the
German states in the bonds of fellowship.
The Centre* represented a great deal of the
local disaffection due to the ancient division
of Poland and the modem annexations of
1866. Windthorst,' a former minister of
the King of Hanover and a malcontent
autonomist, who gradually assumed the
leadership of the party, was a man par-
ticularly distasteful to the Chancellor. Sharp-
witted and of still sharper tongue, a CathoUc
and an Individualist, he was naturally never
persona grata to Bismarck.' No wonder

Guel
^'"* **** **"" '" **' *^***' **"* *° include Poles and

K~,uf^i'"$'™°H?"^*^"'*™'"« Ludwig Windthorst see the

.^Hr- LudwiK Windthorst. zur Erinnerune an sein Lebenund Wirken."lC6ln. i8q,. and " Ludwig Windthorst. EinI^bens-und Characterbild, von einem Treunde des Ver-
storbenen. 4. Aufl. Heiligenstadt. He was bom in West-
phalia in 181 a studied at Heidelberg and Gattingen. andwas Minister of Justice in Hanover from 1851 to iSscandaeainfrom^6a to ,865. When Hanover was aWb^Tlie entoed
the Prussian Abjieordnetenhaus 1867, and in 1871 the
Reichstag, remaininjj a member of both assemblies until hisdeath m 1890. During the animosities of the Kulturkampf,
he and Bismarck became personally estranged, but ultimatelvbecame good friends aj«in. Speaking with Dr. Hans Kleser
at Fnednchsruhe on May 31st. 1892, Bismarck in referring
to his retirement said, " Even Windthorst heard of it. and
sought an audience of me. and this I granted him. It is
tnie that he said that he sincerely wished me to continue in
oitice.

J 1S^^** * "?*"• according to Bismarck, who was always
doubtful as to the advisability of the re-establishment of the
S;rP!"-..|*,f"?*';»A*'8«^i?-.Ja°- 30. '12, Sess. '1J.^2

J J"^^,°^l ™ **.'* ^°^* '* not o^ the kind that heals
wounds, but of that which feeds fire, fire of passion " Sten
Ber. Abgeordnetenhaus. February 9th, 1872. Session '11-12.
Band 3.

Ill
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the Chancellor viewed the mustering of these
black-garbed hoste with an anxiety almost
akin to alarm. A party whose great bond
of union was that of a common confession
he declared to be an unheard-of innovation
in modem politics, and he soon came to
fear that the Centrum meant nothing less
than a mobilization of e party against the
state. Twice in the Reichstag the Clericals
had been defeated, and the Chancellor now
determined to attack them outside the
chamber. The politic desire on the part
of the Papacy to keep on friendly terms
with the Imperial government so long as
there remained any chance that the Pope
would have to leave Rome, was paraded
before the whole worid on March 6th, 1871,
when the "Norddeutsche AUgemeine Zeitung''
pubUshed a Papal greeting' to the new
Kaiser, couched in the most friendly terms.
It gave eloquent expression to the great
joy with which the Pope had witnessed the
revival of the Imperial throne, and to the
readiness of the Holy Father at all times
to be of service to the Emperor

; further
It thanked His Majesty for his " remarkable

Anii« ^S^!r"^°'*'^w"/*P^^.* an Kaiser Wilhelm auf die

iSS'p.jr Wtederaufrichtung des Kaiserthums."

23
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expression of friendship." "We pray the
Giver of all good things, that He may richly

bestow upon your Imperial and Royal Maj-
esty every true blessing, and may unite you
with us in the bond of perfect love." Bis-
marck at once decided to test this proffered
friendship by asking the Pope publicly to
disavow the tactics of the Centrum,' or at
least to admonish privately its leaders, and
thus sow the seeds of discontent within the
party itself. Negotiations were at once
opened up, and for a time it seemed as
though Bismarck would be successful. The
apprehension of the clerical leaders in Ger-
many, however, caused such pressure to be
brought to bear upon the Vatican, that in
the end Antonelli wrote to the Bishop of
Mainz' expressing his great gratification at
the •' efforts of the party to promote the
well-being of the Church and Holy See,"
and thus Bismarck was defeated in his

1 In connection with this whole a£fair see letter of Bis-
marck to Graf Pranckenberg, June 19th, given by Hahn
p. 48, also Majunka, p. 44 rt stq. "I have instructed the
embassy of the German Empire in Rome to make quite
certain, as opportunity offers, whether the position of this
party, Centrum, which describes itself as the special represent-
atiye of the Holy See, corresponds with the intentions of His
Holmess

;
' in reply to which he said that Antonelli had

Sven expression to his " disapproval of the position of the
mtrum and the personal opinions of His Holiness."
a Antonelli to von Ketteler, June 5th, in reply o his o£May 5th. Wiermann quotes both letters in full, p. 24. Also

Hahn p. 49.
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attempt to cut the enemy off, as it were
from the base of supplies. The incident.
foUowing as It did so closely upon the Papal
congratulations, proved how meaningless the
declarations of Roman friendship really were
and Bismarck' was not long in defining in
the clearest terms the attitude which the
government would in the future adopt to-

r,J!;?,!a*^v.^if"^"^- ^" ^^^ ^"^ °^ an
article* which appeared in the " Kreuzzei-
tung of June 22nd. he wrote :

" The Ge,Tnan Imperial Government, which
has so far met the evolution of the clerical
party with an attitude of reserve, would
not dare place itself in a position of havinj?
to assume a purely defensive attitude against
any persistent form of aggression. It will
and mdeed in the near future must, decide
to meet aggression with aggression equaUv
powerful." '

In a sense this article was a declaration
of war, and indeed in some ways it is difficult
to see how such a declaration could have
been much longer postponed. Had the Cen-

t-^'J^^^ '™- •^^--^--" tScTtoSSce^
erklaSng/-'*

^^ ^^"J"""*^ P" *»• "« «»»« i' the '• Kriegs-

: i.
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trum stood alone, repudiated by, or
at any rate, independent from Rome, the
castis belli would not have been so manifest.
But the Pope had approved of the work of
the party, and the members of the Centrum,
constituting as they did one quarter of both
Reichstag and Abgeordnetenhaus, and repre-
senting the religious convictions of about
one half of the German people, could only be
considered as the champions and subjects
of a power which was known to be an enemy
to the further welding together of the Empire
and which nine months before had issued
" a declaration of war against the culture
and government of the entire world, and
particularly of Germany itself."* And as
subjects and enthusiastic supporters of a
foreign potentate, could their obedience to
him be reconciled with the integrity of their
civil allegiance ? It was indeed just this
question which had been agitating the states-
men of Europe ever since the Papal decrees
of the previous year. An absolute obedience
to the Pope, at the peril of salvation, not
only in the realms of faith and morals, but
also of church discipline and government,
was required of every member of the Cathohc
communion, and how far these realms ex-

* Blum p. 19.
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tended only the inf. :Hh]e Pojx^ himself
coiild decide. Anyone f..n.iliar with the con-
ditions of European society wili at once
realize how many are the points of contact
between those things that belong to the
domain of the State, but also undeniably
affect the government of the Church Mar
nage. burial, education, blasphemy, poor-
relief mortmain, religious endowments, vows
of celibacy and obedience, all fall within the
zone, which had formerly been neutral andnad now been peremptorily claimed by the

fW lu- ,
'"' "'^^^^e'-' well to remember

that this claim had been lodged by a Pontiffwho had condemned free-speech, a free press,and hberty of conscience. Assuredly it is
not to be wondered at if, in a country like
the newly-founded German Empire, where
a party had arisen to champion the validity
of these exorbitant claims, the government
rose up and said, " We shall answer aggres-
sion with aggression." The members of the
Centrum were, in short, the leaders in an
attack on the powers of the Crown, the one
central pivot around which it was possible

;^
1871 to build up a united Germany.

That this attack was no mere product of
nervous imagination had already been proved

27
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by events in the country at large. Towards
the end of the year 1870, the Archbishop of
Cologne had dismissed from their office as
priests several professors of theology at
Bonn who had refused to accept the new
doctrine. On January 19th, 1871, the Prince
Bishop of Breslau had asked the Minister to
remove twelve teachers from the CathoUc
gymnasium in his cathedral city, who had
likewise openly declared against infallibility.
And in April the Bishop of Ermeland excom-
municated the director of the gymnasium
in Braunsberg and forbade two other teachers
to pursue the profession to which the
State had called them.^ It was, indeed,
only too clear how real the danger was which
had been brought into being by the Vatican
decrees.

But in addition to the danger thus created,
there was yet another cause, which decided
Bismarck definitely to adopt an aggressive
policy towards the Church, and this was
the part which Roman Catholicism was
playing in Poland. " Indeed the beginning
of the Kulturkampf was decided for me
preponderantly by its Polish side,"=» the

n,o!
See Blum 57, 58. The documents in connection with theBraunsberg mcident are given by Hahn pp. 52-57.

2 Bismarck "Reflections and Reminiscences." Vol. IL.
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^^a, T """"y ^^^ l**^- TheS of t^'n^™'^^ ""'' ">« Catholic

SSSaf i ^ fP^™™* of education in

t?t^ *..
'°'' "^"y y«"-' fo"-"! it wiseto foster the me of the Polish languaLr^!West Prussia and Posen, because TZZwhose ,deas remain bounded by theS^ons of national speech a:e „atura% qi^tttmder pnestly sway than if they LvTuTtheir language and adopted a wnri/f

^

masters of German "i a ,
"°*

upon the ceZS:r„g poltyTthlThl"rcould not be imagined St^ ^*«"«Uor

able that the coSn^'l^^™!Zf;had more effect in deciding Sli",^ "^

of action than the lr^.lx4^TZt^^
a^Uiough waged against the Church wa^^i;
^2:22^ poUtical.' "Sofar^sT^^*

* Blum, p. 35. __

Jastical matter. It is es^,^!?! **.? confessional. eccle«.H^jenW. sten. Bk^Kl^ ttr'-'otf/^-^}^
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concerned," he writes,* "the course of our
policy was not determined by religious con-
siderations, but purely by the desire to estab-
lish as firmly as possible the imity won on
the battle-field.

'

' This unity, he considered

,

had been threatened by the Declaration
of Infallibility, by the establishment of the
Centrum, and finally by the tactics of the
Cathohc Church in Poland. He saw in the
Roman Church merely " a political institu-
tion under ecclesiastical forms,"* and in
the Catholic clergy a great band of political
agitators "filled with the conviction that
for them freedom lies in dominion."* Un-
doubtedly the chief cause for his " declara-
tion of war" lay in his alarm lest in the
organization of the Roman hierarchy a power
might arise within the Empire which should
be hostile to what he conceived to be in the
best interests of the State. Whether on the
other hand he was also moved by Protestant
animosity to the Catholic Church is not so
clear. His remark to the Bishop of Mainz
" that the scripture is against a priest ever
obtaining salvation,"" may be interpreted
as a t>T3ical example of Protestant charity

^^
» Bismarck, " Reflections and Reminiscences," Vol.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid, p. s6.
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TT^"^^ "^ °' *«« 8ri» bits

aTf^aJ^l T
°' """* importance 1^

™- /. , "*° »" alliance with a Iarcr»t^ wluch, to quote the words of an Ami«n wnter on the subject. •
appealedaT^^I

Up all the latent hatred of Rome wi„v,t, •

»d'r,f t''°^'' "^^"y - S^Sl"and with others he saw in +»„o
^"K^«ina

,

for n,o„ '^^:iSyZ^,TZ^Z
tnumphant power of the Stai,-

*

i
'I
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PROM THE BEGINNING OP LEGISLATION tq
THE MAY LAWS

JULY, 187 1—^DECEMBER, 1872

The first act of aggression on the part of
the State after the so-called " Kriegser-
klarung," was the abolition of the Catholic
Section in the Department of Public Worship.

»

The influence of this institution in Poland
has already been commented upon, and to
Bismarck it seemed that there was no remedy
for the existing condition of affairs except
its abolition. The director of the depart-
ment was a certain Dr. Kratzig, a man who
had expressed himself " as ready to believe
anything that the Holy Father might teach,"*
and according to Bismarck, " as good as a
serf of the Radziwills, "« the leading family
of the Polish aristocracy. " More than once
did I explain to the King," writes Bismarck,
" that this section was worse than a ntmcio
in Berlin

; that it acted in accordance with

» Established under Friedrich Wilhelm IV. in 1841 See
order of abolition of July 8, 1871, Hahn p. 50.

^Kratzig GeschichtedesAltkatholizismus,p. 70. Maiun-
ka P- SS. calls him " a true servant of the Church."

8 Bismarck, "Reflections and Reminiscences," Vol. II
p. 60. He had formerly been in their employ and " probably
continued so while in the public service," p. 58.
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^tely become more particularly open to

section was, however, strongly opoosedna m^y by the Radziwill influence at^m'
IJr. Muller, by his wife, and by the Empress »

Augusta'sprejudiceinfavourofRoman cS^^^^^

naZ .^h^'^^'P' '^^ '''^^^''' tmit in a

gmahty. In her early days it had beenan interesting break in the general uniZo^
of Berhn society when anyone was a Catholic «
and she never appears to have got rid of themipr^ion of her youth, with the r^ult thatshe always cared more for the appW ofCa^oh^ than of her own co-.S";'
lUe Emperor, who was often made illthrough annoyance"' at her interfemicewas at first ccntroUed by her wishesl^d

to the CathoUc Section, and in the MiX^

a Bismarck. IbiT Vol. 11^? 60
^''«^°"*"«^'»ha"s-

had SdhS'as"a ^v^thJ^/^^^""^''^^^ how Savigny
CathoUcism of his mother rathir &^^' fef adopted the
his father, because it " was S m«oS .r,^*

Protestantism of
be a Catholic. After al^ve^X h^°" distinguished to

* Bismarck " p-a *• ^ ^ °°y ^** a Protestant "

II.. px^^' R«fl«<=t'ons and Reminiscences." Vol.
« Ibid. Vol. III., ,31.
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of Public Worship, where the wife of the
Minister was the most intimate friend of the
Empress, conjugal influence also for a time
held sway. But in the end the ladies " Unter
den Linden " were defeated by the statesmen
in the Prinz Albrecht Strasse, and on July
8th the Catholic Section was abolished with
the consent of the King.*

At the same time, in reply to a petition
from parents of children attending the Gym-
nasium at Braunsbeig, begging that their
children might be excused from religious
instruction at the hands of a rebel against
Infallibility, the government ordered that
all children must either attend the classes or
leave the school entirely. Indeed, according
to the law, the Government could not have
done anything else. The plea had been
made on the ground that children reared in a
religious belief other than that taught at the
neighbouring school should not be urged to
attend the religious instruction.' But the
government held that in this case the children
had been brought up as Catholics and that
the instruction given was also Catholic, and
that therefore the provision did not apply.

1 Royal Decree, AllerhOchste Ordre, July 8th. 1871Hahn 49, 52.
• j j > "i »,

» See Wiennann, p. 27.
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" "«>« any opa^ki^, 1"'* government

subjects who fn,;n7 .u .™ t"""* °f 'ts

r:ra£t?---^^^
Of warU btt^rth -n clth V 'S^

'^«
owing to the dlr^ ,

.^*^°^'' Bavaria*
- « ^ tae dismissal from office of a

fJii^^ t* *"* decisions of la<!t V»ol. 'oUowmg sentence
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priest who had refused to confess belief in

the new doctrine. The Bavarian govern-
ment, tinder the leadership of minister-

president von Bray, acted with little force
or decision, and permitted parents who were
dissatisfied with the religious teaching in

the neighbouring school to keep their children

at home. The Ultramontanes looked for-

ward to an early victory and both published
the dogma without the king's consent, which
had been forbidden, and punished anyone
who objected with int. ban of excommunica-
tion. But they mioculculated in reckoning
the power and energy of those few German
Catholics who preferred to think for them-
selves on so important a matter as Papal
Infallibility, and indeed there have been
few braver struggles than that made in

Bavaria against the exaggeration of the
Papal power. There has always been in

the south of Germany a certain pensive
individualism which has never been so pro-
minent a feature of the intellectual life of
the North, and it is thoroughy characteristic

that, whereas the movement against church
encroachments was carried on in Prussia
almost entirely by the government itself, in

Bavaria the struggle was the work of isolated

individuals whose sense of duty and love of

36
III [!

fi i|

'i!



The Kulturkampf

truth prevented then, fem swallowing piece-

Son had C'" " '" ^""°'' "" -««graiCTation had been considered to be the

Zv '^"It
*"?''«'''" "' CathoKc olr!

Satldtft^h"?'
'"^ "'°'""'"* ""-h «assocmted with his name is beyond doubt the

rrl '"^^''"S °t the manifold ^^uwhich flowed from the decrees of .870 U^
ouUme of It here. Early in ,87, D61Iin«r

^fhim 'it''
P"'"^-^ »"d docentesent hm, an address which, after speaking of

whththfrK"" l^"^ '" the'servii:;

r^ ™, ?" *^ """"'«d themselves,-

" dSS^ i^'°"*^'y "^t" the question,Uoes God need our Kes ? " to which it givesno uncertam answer. Pour days latfr^peat n«ss-meeting was held in the MusL,!sa^ m Munich. Every speaker was punishedby excommunication. By August the fe^ug

one of the greatest intellectual liahlAi . !i* 'X ^Yond doubt
of the present day halto show^ Hi"^*

***" ^*»^°«<= Church
of the theolomans whom r-^ P* "^^^ mentioned as one

«"f
the Pppe^ClA^e bSr"il|5f^ '^"d to the Co^undl!

not been informed that Damno^r t^i^*° '"^'t* him had hemenu ad illustrandum Conc^It^°"n** "°* '^°'"''- " »«<=»!
stone. Rome. Newest Fas"hU1n ^eU^Jn/'i'!^,,''/.

«'^'^-
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had grown so strong that steps were taken
to establish a Church which should persist in
the belief that had been in vogue since the
early days of the Catholic Church. At a
meeting in Munich in September a formal
statement of Old Catholic teaching was given
out and a motion passed amid tremendous
applause for the expulsion of the Jesuit
Order from Germany. Majunka, writing
thirty years aiter the event, refers to the
meeting as that oi " & couple of dozen pro-
fessors in Munich who supposed themselves
cleverer than the assembled episcopate of
the entire world,"' hue in 1871. especially
after the recognition of the new society by
von Lutz, who had replaced von Bray at the
head of the Bavarian government, the move-
ment seemed to portend a schism in the
Catholic Church greater than she had seen
since the days of Luther.
The Bavarian government, which had now

taken up the fight with some spirit, pro-
ceeded to introduce a proposal into the Bundes-
rat that through an addition to the criminal
code the use of the pulpit for poUtical agita-
tion should be punishable by two years
imprisonment.* There is no doubt that many

1 Majunka, p. 51.

2 See Appendix C, p. 131.'
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children of German parents into Poles, it
should be abolished

; and Muller, having
seized on the suggestion, now proposed that
all over Prussia the inspection of schools and
the appointment of inspectors should be
entirely in the hands of the State. Immedia-
tely after the Christmas vacation, however,
January loth, the representatives of the
Liberal parties in the House passed a vote of
lack of confidence in the Minister,* and two
days later MuUer's resignation was in the
hands of the King. He was not a strong
enough man for a post of such difficulty

;

his conduct had been vacillatirg, at one
moment under the influence of his wife,
playing into the hands of the Radziwill
element in opposition to the wishes of the
entire ministry, at the next, introducing a
bill which was bound to arouse the bitterest
feeUngs of PoUsh Nationalists and of every
member of the Roman Church.' A few days
later the appointment to the ministry of the
famous Dr. Falk was announced.' Falk

.. r.*®^°- ^'- Reich. Per. I., Sess. a. Vol I Nov ., •-.

Sten. Ber. Reich. Per. I.. Sess. a. Vol. I. Nov. 38 'yi
Sten. Ber. Abgeord. Ser. 71-a Bd. a. Dec. 14 '7,
Sten. Berichtc. Abgeordnetenh.. Jan. loth.' 187a, Ser.

71-7*. Bd. 6.

a S«« article in" Provinzialkorrespondenz." Jan. aa. 1872.
3 Retchsanzeiger." Jan. aa. 187a.
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declaring that if the Evangelical Church
should follow the example of the Catholic

and found a party, then theology and not
poUtics would become " the subject of dis-

cussion from the tribune." It had been a
great mistake to build up a party on purely

religious lines, and he could only regard it

" in the light of a mobilisation of party

against State." At first he had wondered
whether the Clericals would help or oppose

the Government, but as soon as he had
heard that Windthorst was to become their

leader all hopes of working together had
vanished. The government wotdd never for-

get the rights of its Catholic subjects, but on
the other hand it could never admit the

validity of the Papal claims to an exercise

of power in a region which really belonged

to the State.

On the gth of February the first discussion

of the school bill took place. Falk defined

the aims of the bill as follows :
" The law

means the acknowledgement of the fact that

those who are engaged in school inspection

work in the name of the State. It means
that the clergyman who is thus engaged will

have his mandate from the State, and will

acknowledge that he has it from the State

and not by virtue of his position in the

42



The Kulturkampf
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»Ibid.. Feb. ,oth. ,«;,.
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vatives that if this bill was defeated through

their exertions, the government would con-

tinue to use every constitutional means in

its power to bring the bill into operation as

law. Finally amid scenes of great excitement

the third reading of the bill was passed by a

majority of more than fifty.*

But even then the fight for the bill was

only half over, for it was in the Herrenhaus

that Conservative opposition was strongest.

It seemed almost certain that the Upper

House would refuse the bill. But once again

the wonderful eloquence of the Chancellor

£is he reviewed the Ultramontane politics of

the last ten years won the day. He pointed

out how the religious peace of Etirope had

become less sure " as soon as Prussia with

its evangeUcal dynasty began to imdergo a

strong political development and the proba-

bility of an evangelical empire began to

appear more clearly on the horizon."* The

CathoHc suspicions had been further aroused

when Austria and France were defeated and

Protestant Prussia was left the greatest

military power in Europe. " An influential

portion of the Catholic clergy, which is under

the direction of Rome, is subservient to

I Ibid., Feb. 13th, 187J.
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there had been no permanent representative

of the German States at the Vatican, and
to remedy this state of affairs Bismarck in

April, 1872, obtained the consent of the

Kaiser to bestow the appointment on Cardinal

Hohenlohe. " Such an appointment," wrote
the Chancellor on April a8th to Amim in

Paris, " would give a fresh proof of our
earnest desire to live in peace with the Church,

since it must be plain to every tmprejudiced

mind that a Cardinal would never let himself

become an instrument of hostility against

the Pope."* On the other hand, the loyalty

with which the German prelate had hitherto

stood aloof from the Ultramontane party

in the Church and the " warm heart which he
was known to have for Germany,"' were
guarantees that he would not compromise the

interests of the State. In some respects he
was tmdoubtedly a most suitable man for

the position. But as soon as von Derenthal,

the Prussian representative at Rome an-

notmced the appointment to Antonelli and
asked for the Pope's acceptance of it,' usually

a mere diplomatic formality, the Papal Secre-

1 Bismarck to von Amim, April 38. 1873, Hahn 71.

a Blum, " Das deutsche Reich," p. 73.

S Letter from the German chargi d'affairei at the Curia
to Cardinal Secretary of State AntoneUi, April 35, 187a,
Hahn 71.
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whom Pius could not have had the least

objection. But with Hohenlohe it was dif-

ferent ; he was known as the enemy of Ultra-

montanism;* his best friend and chief adviser

was Friedrich, a lender of the Old Catholic

movement in Munich ;' and above all he was

a priest, and no German priest had repre-

sented a German state at the Vatican since

the days of Frederick the Great." As Windt-

horst said,* " What should you say if the

Pope were to make the Adjutant-General of

the Emperor his Nuncius ? " If Bismarck

really wished to give a proof of his desire for

peace he went about it in a very clumsy and

imcharacteristic way. On the other hand,

it is not unlikely that in Hohenlohe the far-

seeing Chancellor saw a man whose appoint-

ment would at once embarrass the Curia.

If he were accepted, Germany would then

have a Roman priest at the Holy See, entirely

out of sympathy with the policy of the

Centrum and ready to attack them in the

presence of the Pope ; and if on the other

hand the Pope refused him, then it would

seem to all the world that Rome had adopted

1 Majunka, p. 74.

2 Ibid. p. 74-

3 Blum. p. 73.

4Sten. Bericht. Reichstag. May 14th, 187a, Per. i, Sess.

3, Bd. a.
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in the diplomatic service for twenty-one

years, and I believe that I do not exaggerate

when I say, that this is the first and only

time that I can remember that such a question

has been answered in the negative. ... I

consider it impossible, since the newly pro-

nounced and publicly proclaimed Dogma
of the Catholic Church, for a secular power to

come to any agreement with Rome, unless

that secular power effaces itself to a degree

and in a manner which the German Empire,

at least, cannot do. But have no fear ; in

body or spirit, we shall never go to Canossa. "'

After the Hohenlohe affair Bismarck, whose

health had for some time been tmsatisfactory,

retired to Varzin, and the Reichstag was thus

left alone to consider what was in some

respects the most important law of the whole

Kulturkampf.* The cry which had been

raised by the Old Catholics in Bavaria of

" Fort mit den Jesuiten " had been taken up

all over Germany and in reply to htmdreds of

petitions praying for the expulsion of the

Order of Jesuits, a commission of the Reichstag

ISten. Bericht. Reichstag, May i^, '7a, Per. i, Sess.

3. Bd. a.

A monument bearing these words, " Nach Canossa
gehen wir nicht," has been erected in the Harz, concerning
which Majunka naiveljr remarks, p. 77, " a crack has come
in the stone as well as in the history.

2 Blum, p. 74.
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day WAS accepted by the Reichstag* and in

due course bcx^une tJie law of the land. By
it ' the Society of Jesus by name and all

related congregations were shut out from

the borders of the Empire ; all foreign Jesuits

in Germany were to leave the coimtry, while

the brothers of purely German origin were

to be confined to a residence in such places

as the government might see fit. In all

about 800 Jesuits left Germany. In July

the establishments at Issenheim and Strass-

burg were closed and the Jesuit college at Metz

was transferred to Nancy.* In August there

was a general closing of the houses, accom-

panied in some places, such as Essen and

DUsseldorf, by conflicts with the police and

military.* To quote the Berlin correspon-

dent of " The Times," " within six months

these proscribed servants of the Church were

as scarce as wolves or wild boars in Great

Britain ; though it was said the Jesuits had

left the Empire like foxes, and would return

like eagles."

i-^ A few days after the passing of this Act,

the Pope in replying to an address from the

llbid. June 15, '7a.

> Second reading June 17; third, June 19. See Appendix
D,p. 135-

» Blum, 77.

4 Charles Lowe, " Prince Bismarck," Leipzig, 1893.
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whole cottntry, and all remaining sympathy
for Rome vanished from every Protestant

breast. Catholic editors of the time and
Catholic historians ever since have tried to

twist the Pope's statement into something

less insulting,^ but no amount of words could

convince the German people that by Colossus

the Pope had meant anyone or anything

else than Bismarck. The attempt to make
the objectionable epithet refer to " the liberal

movement "' or to " the world-powers hostile

to the Kingdom of God "' failed to carry

conviction even among Catholics themselves.

The " Schlesische Volkszeitung," a Catholic

organ, admitted that " by Colossus only the

German Empire, and in particular its Chan-

cellor could have been meant,"" and when
such a paper expressed itself thus openly " it

may easily be judged how deeply it felt itself

as German to have been wotmded."*

Meanwhile the soldiers of the Pope in

Germany were growing more and more ag-

gressive. They had, however, met an op-

ponent worthy of their steel in Falk. The
Catholic Chaplain-General of the Forces,

1 For example, see Majunka, p. 85.

3 Majunka in his history, p. 85, Majunka in " Germania,"
cited p. 85.

Quoted in " Provinzialkorrespondenz," July loth, iSya.

^"Provinzialkorrespondenz," July loth, 1873.
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Nam^owski, Bishop in partHus at^ttopofa, who forbade the garrison prea-

of Old (^thohc practices, was punished notonly by^n^issal. but by the to'tal aboUt?on
of hs office." About the same time theAn*b^op of Cologne, in absolute disregardof the Prussan law and warnings of the
Kultus-Mimster, excommunicated Tour pro!

^he V*,-^"";
""'' "'^'^ ^ ^^^

lutelv
^"7".<'«^- Falk ^fused abso-

and an that the prelate could do was to place

rf P^"^ °" *"'• '"""«' The Bishopof Ermeland was, however, more difficult to
"21-

. ^^ excommunicating the two
teachers m the Braunsbeix Gymnasium heforbade the faithful to have a^intelLima them whatever. Falk infonned him

oS^!? ^"i"^™8ement of the PrussianUml Code,' and mterviewed the King in

request hun to discontinue the stipend which

'Descnbed fuUy by Wiermann. p. c, et sea

"sj^a&r^"' - ^^ B^^H^P - E;i.e.a„d. May
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the Bishop received from the State. William
at first refused to adopt so drastic a measure,
but in September, when the Bishop, who had
himself invited* the Emperor to attend a
patriotic festival in Marienbad, refused to
appear before his guest throughout the entire
celebration, William finally consented that
the State emolument of 9000 thalers yearly
should cease.*

This latter measure, which opened up a
completely new line of attack, acted like " a
hundred bombs '"» in the Clerical camp. The
Bishops assembled again at Fulda on the i8th
of September and issued a memorial * from
the grave of St. Boniface—English Winfried,
converter of heathen Teutons—on the con-
dition of the Catholic Church in Germany.
It was a cahn and dignified defence of their
Church on the bishops' part, an apology
for the history of the last ten years. It dealt
first with the constitutional right of the
Church, outlined the origin of the cry against

22nd!^,Tl£hn8f'^^°^
°' Ermeland to the Kaiser. Aug.

Th^F^ 1?'*''°? ''°° Ermeland. Sept. asth. '/a. Hahn oi-The fuU correspondence is given by Hahn, pp. 85-9,. ^
3 Lowe. " Prince Bismarck." p. 879.
*
" Denkschrift der am Grabe des heiligen Bonifaziusyersammelten Erzbischofe und Bischofe tlber die gegenwS-

tige Lage der kathoUschen Kirche im deutschen 'fteich."nann, pp. 93-99.
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new one called of Germany,"* as constituting

a "merely human Areopagus,"* "whereof

one member is the declared enemy of the

Chiu-ch,"' The final outburst of the year,

however, was reserved for December 22nd,

when the Pope in addressing a consistory

of twenty-two cardinals, declared' that Ger-

many " was working not only with secret

machinations but also with open violence

to annihilate the Church." " Men who have

never known our most holy religion are

usurping the privilege of interpreting the

dogmas and rights of the Catholic Church.

And while they press their interpretations

stubbornly forward, they do not hesitate

with unabashed impudence to state that on
their part no damage has been done : yes,

they are not ashamed to lay the blame of the

present growing persecution to the Catholics,

because their bishops and their priests to-

gether with the whole body of the faithftd

refuse to place the laws and ordinances of a

secular empire, before those holy laws of God
and the Church, and in this way remain true

to their religious convictions."

ill!

1 Gladstone, " Speeches of Pope Pius." p. 179.
S Cited by Lowe, " Prince Bismarck," p. 950.

* See Blum, p. 79.
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lost no tune m acting. Reproduction of tt!aUocution «as pn^hibited in^e^^ n^l!^

lor wftat the new year would brins forth •

'I?
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THE MAY LAWS
'* The threads of our domestic policy were

never so tangled as at present," said Bis-
marck,* to von Poschinger early in 1873.
*' Sometimes things really seem to turn round
in one's head like a windmill. Clouds every-
where, not a speck of blue sky to be seen
at all."

There was one member of the government,
however, Minister Falk, who was not dis-
couraged, and now after a whole year of pre-
paration he was at last ready to enter with
vigour upon the field of action.

Already in November, 1872, he had intro-
duced into the Abgeordnetenhaus a bill ' deal-
ing with " the limits to the rights of the
Church in imposing means of punishment and
correction.

'

' According to this measure every
person in the employ of the Church was for-
bidden to threaten or proclaim any form of
punishment unless it belonged strictly to
the reahn of religious tilings, or concerned

1 Conversation with Heinrich von Poschinger " two
years after the commencement of the Kulturkampf " " Con-
versations with Prince Bismarck." pp. 323-384. '

t.i'u'
Ueber die Grenzen des Rechts zum Gebrauche kir-

chhcher Straf- und Zuchtmittel."
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the withdrawal of church rights or privileges-and such punishments were not to 1^ dTrX'
oTr'aSrd "

"'^^"^ °^ ^^^ p^^'-"-^oi any act made necessary by the laws of the^d or m connection with the carrying out°^J*\"ghts of the franchise." ^
th^ f n

^^^ °^ -^^""^"^ h« introduced thethree foUowmg acts in addition :

tion a"nd
'!.^°"'''"^"^ *^" Preparatory educa-tion and the appointment of the cler^ "

According to this hill " a ,
^l^rgy.

office in a rhrfc. A.
^" ecclesiastical

em?e Lv ^^"'*'^" Church, of whatever

^o ^n h1^ ^'T"'"^ °"^y ^° ^ German.Who n his general education has compliedwith the regulations of the law. and agSwhose appomtment no objection is ^iJd bv

tions all clergymen must be graduates of «

l^fTr S"^""^'
"^"^^ ^--tu^^^TthL'

S^wW iS!
^'^'' ''^ ^ ^""^" university(or where there were no universities in Y

which^^e ,
"^Z,

^^^^^^^^tical institutions
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appointed as teacher in such an institution.
If these regulations are not complied with,
the Minister of PubUc Instruction has the
right to close the same. " The State was also
given the right to object to any appointment,
and every ecclesiastical office remaining empty
for more than one year was made subject to
a fine of 1,000 thalers.*

"An Act concerning ecclesiastical discip-
linary powers, and the establishment of a
royal tribunal for ecclesiastical causes,"' pro-
vided that the ecclesiastical disciplinary
powers should be exercised by German offi-
cials. Punishments which deprived any one
of Hberty or property might be inflicted only
on the testimony of the accused himself. All
dismissals from office must be preceded by
the proper enquiry. Corporal punishment
was forbidden, and the amount of fines limited
to thirty thalers. Imprisonment, which could
only be inflicted with the consent of the
imprisoned, could not exceed three months.
Appeal from the judgment of the Church
could be made to a royal tribunal for ecclesias-
tical matters, which was at once to be estab-
lished and to consist of eleven members who
should sit in Berlin.

1 Ueber die Vorbildung und Anstellung der Geistlichen.

. J^A^^J^^,^"^"^^^ Disciplinargewalt und die Errich-

heite^*^
Kdnighchen Gerichtshofes fto kirchUche Angei^S-
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The final > law stipulated that any manwho wished to leave the Church to wWc^he

a judge of the district in which he lived andobtain the necessary papers of dischai^e

r. r If^v * °^*"'^ °^ *^^^ ^a^s can only bereahz^ when we consider the relations which^ted between State and Church at the timethey were introduced into the Prussian Hou^for many years these relations had beenextremely satisfactory to the Holy See itselfand indeed there were few countries in Eumpe

P^r. '.^n"''^
^"^ "^°^ ^^^d°"^ than SProtestant Prussia.^ The framers of the

Constitution of 1851 had in Articles Z5 and

independent ordering and administration of
ite own affairs .' and resigned on behalf of theState the nght of appointment to ecclesias-
tical p^ts which had previously belonged

ina nf .V"^
''^^ ^ "° *^""^* ^ to the mean-mg of the constitution, but if there were anywe have the explanation of the government

at the tmie It was framed, and it is particularly

* "Austritt aus der Kirche."

of tL' teic'^SJ?^h^nISi^^t^to"^^^ '"^^'^
the Curia as a pattern more fa^«w u **.««>gni»d by
purely Catholic cot^trieT^' - r"1'",^''''° « "<«» of thi
cences," p. 67. Vol II

Reflections and Reminis-

63



The KuUurkampf

ludd. "The boundaries between spiritual
and temporal things can never be strictly
defined and therefore the articles of the con-
stitution have been made to take a common-
sense pomt of view and promise to religious
societies the right to manage their own affairs
independently, so that never again in the
future wiU a positive interference on the part
of the civil power be possible."* This had
been the constitution of the Church, the
guarantee of its Uberties in Prussia for more
than twenty years. The articles had not
however, made any great difference in the
status of the Evangelical Church. It had
grown up under the protection of secular
rulers since the days of Luther-it was in
short, a State Church, and until disestabhsh-
ment its historically developed constitution
must remain vaUd. Thus those old regula-
tions of the State in regard to the education
and appointment of the clei^, which ante-
dated 1848. continued even after the new con-
stitution had been promulgated, to be honour-
ed and conformed to in the State EvangeUcal
Church. In other words so long as the
Lutheran Church remained a part of the
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establishment, so lonir as .>o /,i

•ervant, a„di„ J^^^fcX!'^'
constitutions mieht enm» a

^"»ssia,

Civil a-thorit "^'d'rAL^\ ""
what was virtuaUy a deparLJn^ „?

'"""

mental activity. In thVR^T *°''*™-

however, condftio,^ w^^Sd.?™"""""'
this explain, to^^^.f^^
The Catholfat^C^^rrvirtue of the constitution of /sCTvf^-

''

a legal claim to absolute f«^^''L™''?'f'«
ferenc* on the part of thelS^^ tZhad no control ov«»r fKo j .

^^*®
ItomandeiJ^ Cbi.Ho °" °^ *^'

lutelv fhl ^°P^ controlled abso-S s^ th^"'"" °' ^*^°"^ P"««ts;*«ey set the examinations, founded fhJ
seimnaries for bovs and mA«

'°^^ea the

fc^ •'^ ^^ °*®*^' and aoDointMlthe governors and teachers in theiT«?.

of theu- uresponsible over-lords.
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i"

f?ii



I I

i

Tk4 Kulturkampf

At the time of the Vatican decrees the
power of the bishops was thus absolute and
complete. That the episcopate had not al-
ways used this power -for the encouragement
of Germanic national ideals has already been
shown in considering the work of the Churchm Poland. This condition of affairs was in
Itself dangerous to the State, but it was made
much more so by the dogma of 1870. The
Vatican decrees had, in the first place, trans-
ferred in its entirety the authority of the
German bishops to an Italian Pope. In the
second place, they had extended the ecclesias-
tical claim to authority beyond the bounds of
the spiritual domain. " The Pope has power
to apply external coercion

; he has also a
temporal authority, direct and indirect

; not
souls alone are subject to his authority."*
The Church is a society amply sufficing not
only to bring men to salvation and everlasting
bhss. but also to establish and perfectly
regulate social life among them.'" The Pope
had in short laid claim to privileges given
by the Lord to the prophet who was one of the
priests of Anathoth : " Behold I have ap-

told
•; with Papal'apSSt«tLyttachid.-^*' *™'*' '^ ^^

^" De Matrimonjo. Notiones Praeviae " bv S I Maf
tin. as cited by Gladstone. " Vaticanism." p. 76^ '"
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and scatter anA u. u ^ P"" down,

Catholic Church had repudiat^ h.: !boast of vPM.v>^ J
puuiaiea her pn ud

of defence against a ir.rJ
^' "^

-^ of the ^ZnL^^^'T"'- '"'"

»wamp the Church i„
"° ^*"*-' I'

to her intact but «,; k- ^ ^'"'"* "«« 'eft

abdicated i^' favor 'fT ^i "^ it we«

«o usurp the thST^tf'"^;'^"'^
was to be made fro^w ,

°® Church

state. The^;sT»m:^^'*°*«
•
«. einem nSg"- ^^tt r*^"""an end. Henceforfh i

^ brought to

"•ve powerS'S^„7td^"f°-"'
power of the fToly ST' ,t; ,*J'\'''«>P''nary
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status,^ and the reform of education on Ger-
man lines.

It is impossible to describe here the long
legislative struggle lasting from the beginning
of January, until well on into May,* which
attended the passing of these laws. The Com-
mission of the Al^eordnetenhaus to which
they were at first entrusted, found them
irreconcilably opposed to articles 15 and 18
of the constitution, and advocated the altera-
tion of these articles. The amendments sug-
gested amounted to a practical nullification
of the original provisions. Into that one
which had guaranteed the liberty of the
churches in regulating their own affairs, was
slipped the sentence, " but they shall remain
subordinated (unterworfen) to the laws and

» Majunka, p. 87.
S The following is a short chronology of the Pariiamentary

career of the May Laws: ^4.—Abgeordnetenhaut. Ser.
7»-73i Bo- a-

Jan. 16, 17—First reading of bill for Educat. ft Appoint.
Jan. ao, a1—First reading of two remaining bills.

Jan. a I—Bills handed to a commission of ai memben.
J[an. 30. 31 and Feb. 4—Three readings of the commis-

sionV proposals.
" w«iiuu«-

Feb. 4—Alteration of the Constitution, a45 to no votes.
Feb. 37—March ist, after at days, second and thiitl

readings.

March 7th to aist, three readings of the four laws.
B —In Herrenhaus. Ser. 73-73, Bd. 2-3.

Feb. 19, decision to pass laws on to a commission and to
discuss alterations to constitution in the House.
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^ li^Utfo
"^^ *^ '"^^ appointment

^ht^ S ""^ supplemented that thisnght should not apply in the case of appoint-

wMe it"
^'^ 1?^ ""^^ ^«*iSwhile It was further added in regard to

t:^Z ^'
T""^

aPPointmen"^ Z^IC^ould be related by the authority of the

cn^ of a new Inquisition and " crushing the

brw'%1'^'
^^^'^"" '^^^^^ " -en. r!i^

Sd ^^*^"^* °f March the Lower Househad not only consented to the alteration ofthe constitution but had also passed thefour obnoxious bills themselves. On Marchloth the amendments came up in the Herren.
haus, where they met with the most stu^^P^ion on the part of the EvangelS^^atives who saw in the pn)posals "a
Sllf;?™' ^*^f

-" the inmost life of the

V^!^' u H .^^ "^^ "^"^ ^" h^te fromVamn. and entering the House, made the

tk>n*'"lS„^t:r^°° °' the .Iteration, to the Constitu.

^March ,3-Alterations accepted by 5,3'to 6,. for the finit

aS! r?~' "^""^^^ °' **» alterations. 87 to 53.Apn s-King signs the altered articles
April a4-May ist. laws in the Herrenhau..May ist-Acoeptance by Herrenhaus
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famous speech from which a short quotation
has been ahieady made, in which he estab-
lished the connection between this strife and
that of the Middle Ages. '"We are not
engaged in a war of an evangelical dynasty
against the Catholic Church, we are not
engaged in a war of belief and unbeUef. but
we are engaged in that ancient struggle which
is as old as man himself, in the struggle
between priest and king, a struggle much older
than the appearance of our Saviour in this
world. ... We are concerned with the
defense of the State, we are concerned with
the limitations to the power of the priest and
also to the power of the king, and these limita-
tions must be so determined that the State
can continue to exist. For in the Empire of
this world it has the power and the prece-
dence." On April 4th the Herrenhaus finally
passed the constitutional amendments, and
on the 14th of May the last of the Palk laws,
which on the 15th received the signature of
the King.

Ever since the beginning of the year the
bishops had raised their voices in violent
protests against the proposed legislation.
There had been formal petitions to the
Ministry, to the Landtag, and to the King.
The persecutions of the Church had been
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'9 !



The Kulturkampf

compared to the " sorrows of Christ •" and
the captivity in Babylon ".» The Bishops
meeting again at Fulda. announced to the
ministry on May 26th. that they were firmly
detemiined to resort to passive resistance
and adopt a position of " non possumus "

but the government did not deign to reply
Then on August 7th. the Pope himself A'-
entered the field by sending a personal letter
to the Kaiser. The Holy Father declared
that the present harsh enactments were only
calculated to "undermine his Majesty's
throne, and excused himself for speaking
thus frankly by saying that it was his duty
to speak out the truth to everyone, Catholic
or not, " since every man who has received
baptism belongs to the Pope." To which
the Emperor, " with Bismarck at his elbow "

bluntly replied' that he had no intention
of losing any opportunity of defending him-
self against " clerical agitations, with which
the rehgion of Jesus Christ had nothing what-
ever to do," and which he hoped the Pope
would use his influence to bring to an im-

"'ii

by mumJ ?s"'''"
°' '^^'^-•-"'- ^«ten Utter. .873. cited

JSS!!^fv-P*r"o'
°* Ermeland. cited by Blum. p. 85.

published iS t«ei£nz^iierIf'oa'^;^^^^^ -^ «"*
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mediate end. As to " belonging to the Pope "

because he had been baptized, the Kaiser
dismissed the idea by declaring that " the
evangelical faith, which as your Highness
must surely know, I acknowledge, teaches
me to accept no other mediator in my rela-
tions with God, than our Lord Jesus Christ."
The letters between Pope and Kaiser were

made public on October 14th,* on the eve of
the elections to the Landtag,' and one hun-
dred thousand copies of the correspondence,'
many of which still adorn the peasant homes
of Prussia and Saxony, were distributed
among the electorate. The Ultramontanes
were at first disposed to deny the veracity
ctf the documents. In England, Archbishop
Manning is said to have characterized the
Pope's letter " as a forgery,"* but when Bis-
marck produced the originals, all doubts were
silenced. The publication of the letters had
little eflfect, however, on the result of the
elections. In Prussia the Centrum gained
no fewer than twenty new seats in the Ab-

^fKi^rLr^lJ^l- V?""' »3' The con»K)ondence was firstpublished in the Reichsanxdger of Oct. 14*^ ,8,7
a Lowe. " Prince Bismark," p. a8i.
' Blum, p. 90.

vonMTer pShuV'" ' " ^"""""^ '^'''^ "°'^'"« «»«"
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eeordnetenhaus, and in the elections to theR«chsta« which followed in January, "s;"!

instead of its previous sixty-seven seatsBavaria alone sending 3, mLbe^..^*"'

on a ™™^ "^ ""' discouraged, and insisted

^ a most ngorous execution of the laws

SLLT"*^!- ^^y " -^"l «° CathoKc

^bZ? ^Jl*^^'^' °' "Majestats-" o?
B^arcksbelcigung " was severely pu„.i*ed Many seminaries for the educationof pnests and boys were closed, becauS^^e& "fused to pennit civil insp^tion^ and T-- T"* " ^'^t^ninrmar-

f»g^ and bunals, performed by priestsms ailed without govermnent pemriLfw^
declared invaHd before the law

»

As a result many CathoKcs were beginningtopass for married in the eyes of the Chur<*^but not m the eyes of the State. TheSdreadful social confusion was boundto JS^^

* Blum, p. 91.

of tt^^^S deuterrthJu&n^^^^'^tJL? "-ting.
th« police in the two ridiJL of Sfen. "^^^ ^•«° "P by
»8 to Oct. «, ,87, Atfl^v/ ,^

"/"'•'"'*^ ^"e"" from Ma/
a speaker said, ''fie 2 on"y mor^/*!??''^

*« t'^" Chancello?.
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and Falk knew that it cotdd only be averted
by the government stepping in and basing
the validity of marriage on a civil contract
instead of on an ecclesiastical ceremony.
The law which he accordingly introduced into
the Landtag in November making civil mar-
riage necessary, was forced upon him by the
social conditions created by the May Laws.
Early in the new year a similar bill, although
somewhat ipore comprehensive, was intro-
duced by Bavarian members into the Reich-
stag. In the southern kingdom the need for
a change in the marriage law was pressing,
but inasmuch as the Ultramontanes were
in the majority in the Bavarian Landtag, it

was impossible to follow the Prussian example,
and therefore the matter was brought to
Berlin. Both the Prussian and German bills

were thus forced on Bismarck, and no doubt
against his will. A quarter of a century
before, he had pleaded as an orthodox Junker
against civil marriage, and even yet he still

viewed the question in much the same light
as formerly. Yet his opposition had never
been based, as was the Emperor's, upon reli-

gious scruples, but "rather upon existing
customs and the convictions of the masses."
Moreover, circumstances had altered, as he
explained to the House ;

" looking on the
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hehL Z^^ ^'°"^ ^ ^^^^^ P°i"t ot viewhe had become convinced that the Statewas m a position which made the law ne^sary m accordance with the duty of self-^

Tt^T The Roman Church ^Lld'^"at this time, to quote the words of Mr. Glad-

^^t^
^^"^ending the most shameful^trages on morality and decency -»

in

tant y so to tnm his sail according to theveering o the winds of public neeJity

thi. i-r'; T^^^f
^^^" ^" impossible atthis juncture for the government to^rn back

d^r httl^T'
^°' "^ ^"^ '"^ ^^y Laws had

ev^ H
' ^'T" ^^^' disturbance in

ev^diocesemPrussia.3 The condition of
affairs was most unsatisfactory. The bis-

SmaJ;'°"'''''J° ^ ^^^ appointmentbemg made m accordance with the new laws.

netinh'rK ^o dV^''t^^'\^^-- ^r. Abgeord-
Ibid. In ReichsiTg-Stl^'feJi ' „ Accepted Jan. XV74.

* Reflections and ReminJ^n^, " \,^i' ^t"" ' B^marck.

15- Bedcht. Ab«eoX'tTnrDec:^°/;/;8„Pslr^;
^^^^

2" Rome. Newest Fashions in Religion." p. ix
For an account of these disturbances see Blum. p. 9,.
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The stipend of Count Ledochowsld, Arch-
bishop of Posen, had been discontinued,

because he persisted in making appointments
without apprising the State of them. He
was well supported by the Poles, however, and
remained in office, defying the State and the
demand of the Royal Ecclesiastical Court
that he lay down his office. Finally in

February he was arrested and imprisoned,
and the Court declared him dismissed from
office. By the middle of March the Arch-
bishop of Cologne and the Bishop of Trier,

who had inctured fines to the extent of 30,000
thalers, also fotmd themselves incarcerated.

The object of the May Laws had in no sense
been the confinement of ecclesiastical digni-

taries in the common jails, and to any thinking
observer it was clear that the government,
having gone so far, must go farther still.

Accordingly two new laws* were introduced
in January, one giving the Ecclesiastical

Court the right to abolish the revenue of any
post under certain defined conditions, the
second dealing with the administration of

} Deklaration und Erganzung des Gesetzes vom n.
M«. »873. <iber die Vorbildung und Anstellung von Geist-
hchen " See Sten. Bericht. Abgeordnetenh. lUy oth, Ser.
73-74. Bd. 4. " GeseU fiber die Verwaltung erledigter Bis-
ttimer." Sten. Bericht. Abgeordnetenh., Jan. so and May o.
For both the above see Sten. Bericht. Henenhaus May i t-i6.
Ser' 73-74, Bd. a. ' '
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ta^llT*?'-
The latter made it p«sibletor the Minister to appoint a commi^OT toad-unister the funds and aS^ an^*oc«e, which should «main vacant ton^

tZ^JT^V' *"* appointment*^a new bishop or administrator. Every ad™n»trator, before beginning his newXte
S.bl to^°'"'"^?'"

'^ ">« '^'"^ - t^me
«^«,?JT^ ^^ fPrisonment, and every^e^t of the Church, executing the orders rfa bish<^ or administrator not approved of^ State or of a bishop ah«.^ZL^'from office, became liable to a like t«m^^^ent- When the bill cT^uT^!tacbodt was especiaUy furious. "Because«he ]^desu«tical Court dismisses a b^^he does not cease to be a bishop," he3Witt a good deal of truth. " -^ ^^;to tang that ateut is to behead the^^"

tneless the new laws were passed and wentmto force in May, ,874.
^^ °*

mol^^*^ "^ *^* » *hiM, and much
^!LS^'™ "»««>«.' was added by the^"^ parhament to this new seri« of

* The terms are given in full by Wiermann «« .

bung ^K^S^S^i^^y^'i^^-^ h7**»'"^'-
A«»a-

»»-a5. 1874.
"-"«="' !>ten. Bencht. Reiche.. April
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May laws, and indeed Windthorst hardly
overstated the case when he said that they
were now " not far from the guillotine itself."

The new measure declared in substance that
any clergyman who ignored the sentence of
a cotut deposing him, or who meddled with
the aifairs of a parish from which he had
already been deposed, might, according to
the gravity of his offence, either be deported
from any particular district, or be deprived
of his nationality and denied the right of
abode within the borders of the Empire. Of
the ultimate right of the State to pass such
a measure there can be no doubt. As a
member of the Reichstag said,* Emperors
" whom the Catholics called saints " had
appointed and banished bishops and Popes.
On the other hand it is equally certain ^at
the measure was one which only the most
extreme conditions could have justified.

Whether these had already arisen is an open
question. At any rate the new laws were
applied with rigour, and the severity of the
one side was only eqtialled, if not surpassed,
by the obstinacy of the other.

In July, Bismarck, wVo. as ah-eady has been
stated, was ill during the spring, left Varzin for

1 Deputy Schulte, Blum, p. 96.
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K»^, where he intended to take the cm-a- July Uth, as he wa, driving thWhTerf the ineviubJe " garden «»u,Sant.^wl^abound ,n such profusion in Gemanv Swas shot at and dightly woundeHTr mereboy named Kullmann,' a cooper fr^m ^.
w^T'^'"^"»"=- HeSdBila^when the Pnnce visited him in prXTh^«™e _aften,oon, that he had wished^^^
hTi,^^ °' »'« ^--^h laws," bec^

rK-^^ ^ ,
?'"'"<»«"• had insulted " his(Kultoiann's) fraction " i„ the Reichsta2>

|r^,tt-\-h:rSen-ltted-
gtidte---~^o

!^!!:!^:iji^^^enc^^^x;^^
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Ktillmann had been in league with the Ultra-

montane party. The boy had, it is true,

become a Catholic fanatic through the in-

fluence of a Catholic priest, but from nothing

that Kullmann said can we legitimately

suppose that his instructor had in any way
suggested that he should ever resort to

violence of any kind or description. And yet

this outrageous attack of an ignorant boy was
used to stir up all the bitterest religious feel-

ings of the two great religious parties in

Germany. There seems to be lacking in all

continental politics that genial something
which in England, in the face of threatened

disaster, makes all parties akin, and if to-day

we read of German parliaments which by the

acrimonies of debate and party feeling are

prevented from sending a word of sjmipathy

to a foreign queen robbed at one blow of

husband and son, can we be surprised that

twenty-five years ago the greatest statesman

that Germany ever produced was not ashamed
to make party capital and add to his own
glory by placing on his political opponents
the blame for an attack on his life with which
they had absolutely nothing to do. Indeed
Bismarck's conduct in this connection seems
to English eyes to have been almost disrepu-

table, and were it not that the Catholic
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ot Uie crime, committed an equal breach of

iNot until December was the matter brouahf

f^^\ *° ^''P'^ate "the deliriummto which a good part of Geimany hadT^ttrawn by the audacious attempt of7 h'lifcrazy man. " The ChanceUor renliS

^ the House that the m»°SS' ^^^full i^s^aon of his faculties, and the seKavowed <4ampion of the clerical ca,«e " Y^

»-*°rrthT^r. citd^}^
his hearers not to think UiS'to^^^
wniempt. I am only too twlite tr^ «^
l»«s them,"he cried. astesaTdo^N^"
more ne«Js to be said to show tiTttes^bitter before the " attentat "h.j Z

'

ten times as m^c^"' '^ °<>'' b«ome

a^arck lost no time ; the foUowing day» reply to a question from Windthoret asT

J
For selections from the press sm. HoK-

3,«,Sten. BeHchte. Reichs.. '^^r.s';:^'';.:'^^^^
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why the appropriation of 53,000 marks for a
German ambassador at the Holy See had
overnight disappeared from the revised esti-
mates, the Chancellor replied,^ that he had
given up the project of sending an ambassador
to the Vatican, the claims of the Pope " mak-
ing it simply impossible to carry on State
business." The Catholic Church had for
years, been attempting by hook or crook to
increase its influence in Germany

; it had
hoped for a revolution, but instead had come
the war with France. '

' That war was under-
taken against us on an understanding with
Roman pohticians;" he continued, " that at
that time in Rome as elsewhere the victory of
France was confidently expected, that the
CathoUc influence at the French court gave
the deciding voice for the declaration of
war, that the firm intention to maintain
peace was overthrown by the influence of
the Jesuit politics,—aU this I am in a position
to prove with absolute certainty." When
the attempt was made to defend France,
Bismarck was immediately on his feet again.'
and in a loud voice of anger cried, " That
manoeuvre I will brand throughout the whole
of Germany as an outrage against the Father-
land."

»Sten. Berichte. Reichs., Dec. 5, 1874, ibid.
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showed any tr^of S^
newspaper that

influence. Cl^efLoLi''^ "f"^
^^^^

the Cc^u^r
among those who feU was

*e ^^:r^ ^:^'' «« edited"

year. ^Z^t^L'Zl'^'Z^ *° ^

ment, but escaping inJSiate ^fi^'"""and reiving on tht
'™eaia*e confinement

deputies!^^ "t.S.edT^Tt*^ °'

was passed to prevent tie ^11^]"*'°"
member durincr ft,^ • ^^^ °^ any

Hc^Sr^^frj; -t?^^
The

Rome. TherSore after tLpu""^" "^^^

-p«^d its coni:^r i::'^^^^^^^^^^

Wi^^L":"^* .^--^VoOhe Maiunl^eident is gi;;^^

,
3^S^n. Berichte. ReiehsVDe,. „ ,,^^^^^^^^ ^^^
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encouragement from the Kaiser ringing in
his ears, returned to his post at the head of
the army of the State to meet the events of
yet another year of strife.

The campaign of the year 1875, of which
something must now be said, was opened by
a blow from Rome on February 5th, in the
shape of a Papal encyclical.* It marks a
new and final stage in the Roman position.
The Captain of the Papal hosts had ah«ady
sanctioned and encouraged disobedience to
the Prussian Laws. Now he went further,
and practically declared that aU laws against
the Church were invaUd as contradicting
Its divine constitution.' This was undoubt-
edly ji incentive to rebeUion, and the bishops,
knowing what a storm the encvclical would
arouse were it given to the pubHc, were still
hesitating as to what course they should fol-
low, when on February i8th the " West-
falischer Merkur " settled the question for
them by publishing the whole document
from beginning to end.'

The Church did not have to wait long for

Bisch^LVp^S^t Hat. p'?ir
^^^^^^^^^^^

S Blum, p. loi.
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«i answer from the State. One month laterBism^k mtroduced a biU » calculated to
cut oflF the enemy from his base of suppUes.^d to give one crowning proof that he wa^
master m Prussia. The bill, which as Lowe
IXMnts out,' was directed against ecclesiastical

sTt^t "i^r fl ^'*^^ ^^ ^ possible,
smiply abohshed at one blow all payments ofmoney made by the State to the CathoUc
Church until such time as the clergy should^ve m writmg a statement of their willingness
to obey the State in every particular. This
meant a loss for the Church of about one and
three quarter million marks a year in actualmoney and excluding what would also be
given m disbursements of kind (Natural-
leistung^) and for residences (Amtswohnun-
gen;. The government grants to the Church
Of Kome were paid in accordance with the
agreement of Friedrich Wilhehn III. in 1821

«

and embodied in the bull " De salutate ani-
morum." To the payment there was only
one condition attached, namely, no encroach-

March4. 1875. Ser 75x8,81 !? ^'"'^^- Abgeordnetenh..

* Lowe. p. 887.

Hah'„'*Jp"°6tr67'°' ''' '*'"• '''^^ *" «*^- •" P"t fy
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mente on the civil rights. This condition
had been flagrantly broken by the encycUcal
of February 5th, and the State on its part
justly considered itself free to violate its part
of the bargain. It is true that the Church
was nch enough to face such a blow without
flinching

; and, as Bismarck said, no great
results were expected from the law. " But
we are doing our simple duty, " the Chancellor
told the Prussian House, " and we are doing
that for God and Fatherland."' But there
was no need now as in the former year to
arouse the Conservatives to support the
anti-Roman campaign

; since the encyclical
the most confirmed Tories had been ready to
support the government. The bill was passedm both houses by an enormous majority and
was itered in the code on April 22nd.*
The cry that the new law was unconstitu-

tional met with short shrift, for ah^ady on
April 1 6th, before it was ratified, Falk had
appeared with a new proposal to abolish the
constitution so far as it concerned the Church.'
On the same day Bismarck spoke ;* the State

Serfs*;;; Bd'",''''*-
^bgeordnetenh., March .6th. 1875.

a Ibid.

the Ab!)LrinIf"l"^«° *•"* constitution were accepted bythe Abjseordnetenh.. May 1,. and by the Herrenhaus. June il

187s. Bd"' a
'"'*''• Abgeordnetenh.. April x6. .875, Serie.
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was abolishing Articles 15, 16, and 18 un-
willingly, he said, but such a course had
been made necessary by the changed condi-
tions of the time. Since the Vatican decrees,
these three articles had simply meant " that
the affairs of the CathoUc Church in Prussia
were managed by the Pope " with " danger
to the security of the State." And he went
on to show that " this power belonged to a
foreigner, elected by Italians who had very
Httle to do with the German Empire or the
Kingdom of Prussia."

But even after the Constitution had been
rectified, there was still necessity for further
action. A bilP entrusting the administra-
tion of parishes to a local board elected by
the people, was passed in the spring and
became law in June. The original intention
of the government had been that the chair-
man of each parish board should be the priest,
but the House, which since the encyclical had
been anxious even to outdo the ministers,
introduced a provision excluding the priest
from the chairmanship, and it was with this
provision that the bill became law. Never-
theless during the next four or five years
the parish board system was generally recom-
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mended and adopted by the bishops as itRented the management of parish affairsfr^ pMs^g over into the hands of a state-appomted commission.

.ut^ \^'^ ^ *^^ ""^^^^ ~^»^ of legislation^e the so-caUed " Cloister Laws.^WA
were meant to rob the Papal party of theb^
wJ K "T-.

A^^'ding to the bill whichwas brought into the Landtag on May ,st

^ rehg^ous oniers in Prussia wen. di^lv^*
aiid expeUed from the kingdom. Member
oforden. engaged in teaching^e,e giv^f^
years grace; all othere were to leave thecountry within six months. The bill foUowed
naturaUy and completely the great maL ot
legislatK)n which had precededT ThHeS-pous houses were to some extent underRoman and French influence, the majority
of them c^jtres of disaffection to the nation!ahsm of the Bismarckian poHcy. and nom^ other than a sweepinVbiU of bani^!

of r^ioTZt^r^^'^^^^ irit'^"
as to the g„,wth

Sten. BeJht. ^^^^ZV^.X^fXt^:^;^^^^:!.
oo
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«^r*i*°' ^^' ^® government could sayto itsetf
.

as Palk told the House on the Sythe Wl was passed. " We are . .v in the

Cirir.^^"^^"^*"-^-'^^--^
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IV

PBACB LEGISLATION AND PRBSBNT
CONDITIONS

1876-1908

The defences of the State were at last
complete, and it seemed that she would only
have to wait until the time when her enemies,
tired of the fight, should retire from the
attack. So successful had the struggle in
Germany against Roman aggression appeared
to spectators abroad, that in Switzerland a
similar campaign had been inaugurated, > and
even in Austria legislation on the Prussian
model had been introduced for the protection
ofjithe State.* In England there was great
delight at every Roman defeat, and at a lax^
mass-meeting held at St. James' Hall in
London, in January, 1874, at which, after
a message from Lord Odo Russell had
been read, resolutions of encouragement and
sympathy were passed and sent to Kaiser
Wilhehn.» Throughout England at large,
great interest was taken in the struggle, and
according to Blum, "even Gladstone foigot

ossen Preussens im Kulturkampfe." pp. i6a-i8a.
""""**""

a A fuU account is given by Wiermann, 178-182.
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his hatred for Germany, won over by the
fight which she fought in those great days
for the whole world."*
Those critical observers, however, who

were able to view the situation at close
range, found little in the condition of affairs
to inspire confidence in the ultimate victorv
of the State. It is quite true that her position

^\ *u !^J" ^"^^ "^^y* strengthened, and
that the Church had suffered great losses both
in men and money. Yet. on the whole, the
power of Rome remained unshaken, and the
perseaition to which she was subjected served
only to increase her strength and the number
of her converts. Bismarck had crushed Au-
stna and France, but in the Roman Cathobc
Church he had met an opponent of com-
pletely different calibre.

'nie great mistake which the State hadmade was in its choice of weapons. TheMay Laws upon which Falk had placed such

^^' r"^?""
P"""'^ ^"""« the three years

which followed the close of legislation to be
qmte mcapable of accompUshing their ends.
It was only by seeing the laws in practice."

Bismarck wrote at a later date.» "that I be-

p. i^^^^^^k. " Reflections and Reminiscences." Vol. II.,
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came convinced that the details of Palk's
system had not been properly conceived for
toe effect they were expected to produce "
We only n^ to consider for a moment the
condition of Prussia in 1879. to realize what
the Chancellor meant.
Out of twelve Prussian bishoprics, eight

were va^t. Fourteen thousand pari^es
were without priests. Dozens of schools and
seminaries were closed. The religious oniershad been driven frxmi the land, and hundreds
of secular priests banished and expatriated,
l^thohc newspapers were repressed, Cath-
ohc cloisters deserted, CathoHc churches pro-
faned. The entire funds of the Church had
been withdrawn, and the religious convictions
of ahnost half of the Emperor's new sub-
jects violated and abused.* "The picture

tiirough back doors and bedrooms by honest
but awkward Prussian gendarmes, with spureand traihng sabres," Bismarck confessed tobe not only entirely distasteful to him,* but
also to supply convincing evidence to hismmd of the existence of an error in the con-
ception of Falk's whole system. The laws
which had been framed for the purpose of

* Blum, 937.
•

p. l^^"^^' " Reflections and Reminiscences." Vol. II..
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strengthening the State and consoUdating
the new national union, had resulted in
stirring up a strife in Germany, the equal of
which had not been seen since the days of the
Diet of Augsburg. Instead of consolidating
the Empire, Falk's laws had so retarded the
much-to-be-desired reconciliation between
Prussia and Poland, between Prussia and
Bavaria, that even to-day the memories of the
last five years of the seventies have yet to be
lived down.

It was not long before many of those who
had themselves trusted in Kulturkampf tac-
tics began to wonder whether the government
had gone the right way to work. As Thiers
said to Amim, "M. de Bismarck is a remark-
able man, but what I can not understand
from any point of view is his Church policy. "»

As the years went on and the CathoUc Church
still stood firm, glorying in a persecution
which It could compare to that of Diocletian
and showing not the slightest sign of fainting
under its wounds, all over the Empire Thiere'
opinion found its echo.

There is no doubt that Bismarck himself
as early as 1877 began to have doubts as to
the ultimate outcome of the struggle, and it is

1 Lowe, " Prince Bismarck," p. 399.
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equaUy sure that in after years when writing
his remmiscences of these days, he felt it to
the advantage of his reputation as a states-
man to disassociate himself as far as possible
from Falk's legislation. "I never thought of
occupying myself with the legal details of the
May Laws," he wrote ; "they were outsidemy department, and I had neither the in-
tention nor the qualifications to control Falk
as a jurist. I could not as Minister-President
fulfil the duties of Minister of PubHc Worship
at the same time, even if I had been in per-
fect health. "» Nevertheless, Bismarck must
always be held responsible for the May Laws.
As leader of the Government which intro-
duced them, he appeared, as has akeady been
shown, not once but twenty times in the
Landtag and Reichstag to champion them
Moreover the laws bear the stamp of his
particular mode of thought

; they are of the
"blood and iron" variety, cut on the same
pattern of ruthless force as was the series of
enactments with which during the next de-
cade he attempted to crush the rising power
of Social Democracy. In both struggles, in
that against Religion as proclaimed by Rome,
as in that later one against Revolution, he

» Bismarck. " Reflections and Reminiscences." p. 60.
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used the same tools, and met with the same
very dubious degree of success.

It is of course easy enough to criticize
; it

IS more difficult to make any constructive
suggestions. It must be remembered that
the attack was made by Rome in the first
place. It is true that in England the govern-
ment met this attack by simply refusing to
take any notice of it ; "our onward even
cot^e must not be changed by such follies

"»

InPrussia perhaps a similar policy might have
been adopted, if a compromise could have
been reached with the Centrum. But even
presuming that in Prussia an answer had to
be made to the Vatican decrees, had there
been any necessity to go as far as the Falk
Laws had gone? To begin with, the aboli-
tion of the CathoHc Section of Public In
struction, aimed as it primarily was against
the Poles, was a mistake. Poland can never
be Germanized by force, although it is taking
Creiman politicians a long time to learn this
lesson, and the only result of the firet move
on the checkerboard was to arouse bitter feel-
ings and opposition, not onlyamong the Poles
themselves, but throughout the entire bodv
of German CathoUcs. It was a tactical error.

vir.^.'^e^{^I'e4?LS^3^..^''"^y °^ *^ ^"^-." Chap.
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which at once united the supportere of nation-
ahsm with those of Romanism. It was a
most inopportune time to make any such
attack on CathoUc susceptibilities, and the
same statement appUes to the bills against the
Jesuits and the other religious societies.
For such measures there was no immediate
necessity, yet they were both fierce attacks
on the Roman Church, made at what must
under any circumstances have been a time
of extreme danger and crisis. Instead of
adopting only those measures of defence
which the Papal decrees had made absolutely
necessary to the continued existence of the
State, the Imperial and Prussian govern-
ments adopted an offensive policy, seized
the enemy's territory in every possible quar-
ter, and abolished many institutions which
had been tolerated for many yeare in the
past, and which without danger to the State
might have been tolerated for many yeare in
the future.

Under these circumstances the Church was
obstinate so as even to be unpatriotic.
Almost every bishop in Germany forbade the
faithful to join in the celebration of Sedan
Day, in 1874,^ and this pro-French feeling

* See Blum, p. na.
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must have been most exasperating to a manof Bismarck's stamp. But it is doubtftS
whether such feeHngs were very real .n theb^t of any Gennan bishop. 7n6 this whole

by the extreme position which the CathoHc
episcopate was at this time forced to take by

InHwf '^^""' °^ *^" P°P« °" *he one hand,and by the aggressive campaign of the Gennan
govermnents on the other. Further, one

Blum that so far as Rome was concerned,
the struggle was based on policy.* If thatwere so. the Church would never have con-
sented to see her schools closed and her
revenues withdrawn, in preference to makirg

foi^hrf'''''^
°^.'^' ^^' ^°' *^^ Church

fought for a pnnciple. absurd though that
pnnciple must seem to every unpr^udiced

TnTf ' Z ^*i^''
'^°^^^ °^*^" undignified^d fought with questionable weapons, never

lacked m courage and deteitnination. On theother hand Bismarck himself admitted some!

iWi !![^"^'^^' '^' '^^ ^^^y °f the State
involved no question of honour or principle at
^"' ^"t ^^ «"t^rely regulated by expedience »

* Blum, p. m.
» Lowe. '• Prince Bismarck," p. agg.
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This time it was Rome herself who adopted
Luther's words. "Ich kann nicht anders,
hier stehe ich."

There is then no doubt that by 1878, Bis-

marck had realized that the May Laws, "had
not been properly conceived for the effect

they were intended to produce. '
'* What then

should be his next step ? There was of course
the simple plan of rescinding Falk's whole
system. But another solution to the dif-

ficulty may possibly have suggested itself

to him.

It lay in the Old Catholic movement, the
origin of which has already been treated in

another connection, and which had been
most cordially welcomed by most of the
German governments. In 1873, a bishop had
been elected in Cologne in the person of the
scholarly Reinkens, who had been recognized
by the Prussian government and voted a
stipend of 16,000 thalers yearly by the Land-
tag.' The movement had attracted the widest
attention, and in the first congress of the
Church at which a declaration of faith was
framed delegations were present from the
Evangelischer Kirchentag, the Deutscher und

1 Bismarck," Reflections and]Reminiscences." Vol. II
p. 60,

2 Wiermann, p. 125,
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Protestantenverein, as weU as several An
glicaji bfehops and the Rector of tteiSo^"
™s»ade to lay down a broadly Catholic andApostohc creed.' There were a few enthm^who saw in Old Catholicism the atS."

a basB upon which CathoUc and Protesto^nught meet again in Gem«u,y.^S

kt H^ u**
possibility of such a reunion

found.^ a Gennan National Churdf^" ^
S^^«'^^?*°P°fCoC thi

,^ fSL ^^™"^ °' *^ Cat»«>lic Church" 5^y- Afterwarfs, when the^
«rM«ly that he saw m it an opportunity to^ the new Empire with a new natiLlChurch, properly subdued to the power ofVhe

»BIum, p. 119.

"^

^Majunka, p. no.

'^^^^^^"^^^^^^^^^^tZTt as of
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State, a Church which would in time com-
prise within its borders the entire German
people, Catholic and Protestant alike. One
of the most attractive features of such a plan
was that it offered a way out of the Kultur-

kampf. Falk's laws might have stood, if

a new Church arose on lines entirely apart
from them ; and if Old Catholicism had swept
over Catholic Germany in the seventies as

Protestantism did in the sixteenth century,

the idea of one all-embracing Church would
indeed have been brought into the field of

practical politics. Had the Old Catholic

cause prospered, we should probably have
seen national "Church Union" established

in Germany tmder Bismarck, as a direct re-

sult of the Papal decrees and the Kultur-

kampf. But Old Catholicism was never taken
hold of by the pjople ; it remained essentially

a learned movement, and in 1878, had only

52,000 followers throughout the whole of

Germany.* In short it was not strong enough
to supply the help which Bismarck needed.

There was then only one alternative, re-

treat. This was made particularly easy at

the close of the seventies by the death of

Pope Pius on the one hand, and the retire-

1 According to Blum, p. lai. it had faUen to 32,000 by
1883.
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ment of Palk on the other.' Although the
OianceUor had known for some time that theMay Laws must be modified he never
asked their author to leave the ministry.Fa^ succumbed to the feminine influence
at Court, and it was not -until he had suffered
mortifications that wounded his sense of

honour •» at the hands of the Empress her-
selt, that he decided to resign.'" All asser
tions that the Chancellor ousted him from
the ministry rest on invention, and Bismarck
was glad to count him as one of his chief
lieutenants so long as he could prevail upon
him to stay.

T
^^U^'^^'^tire^ient and the accession of

1-eo XIII. were events which made a rap-
Prochefnent with Rome much easier for the
Chancellor. There was another event, namely
the growing disaffection of the Liberal element
in the Chamber, which made such a pro-
ceeding necessary for him. In Reichstag and
Abgeordnetenhaus the Clerical Party num-
bered about one-fourth of the entire member-
ship, while the Conservatives and Liberals
were each about equally numerous. A com-
bmation of any two of these parties would

*Juiy. 1879.

^^aBtenarck, "Reflections and Reminiscences." p. 60.

3 Ibid., Vol. II. p. 62.
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give a majority, and as long as Conservatives
and Liberals held together in support of the
ministry, Bismarck was able to scorn the
constant opposition with which the Centrum
met every bill that was brought in. He had
hoped that in the school of this "Kultur"
conflict two great political parties such as
exist in England would be formed in Germany
to replace the many small fractions; one, by
far the larger, supporting and maintaining
the State, the other in opposition.* But in
this he was to be quite disappointed, for
during the course of the struggle itself the
Liberals began to grow restless and display
the spirit of schism, and as it became more
and more evident that the Chancellor could
no longer rely on their support, the necessity
of his looking elsewhere for support was
brought every day more clearly home to him.
The Centrum alone could help him, and it

was naturally only willing to do so in exchange
for a modification of the May Laws. Thus
the fate of the Falk legislation was sealed.

) After Falk's departure then, the question
which Bismarck had to face was not, "Shall

^Sten. Berichte. Abgeordnetenh. March i6th, 187s.
Ser. 75, Bd. i.

"
,. " "^.^^ words are the strongest condemnation of his

pohcy. J. W. Headlam. " Bismarck and the FoundaUon
of the German Empire," p. 403.
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we desert or continue in the oW policy"?

^\ "^"''."T" ^^^ ^««^ «hall we desert

xJ V*« jn<l«pensable part of the legis-
lation he held to be "the removal of the
articles from the constitution, the acquisition
of means for combating Polonism. and. above
aU the supremacy of the State over the
schools. •» On the other hand, there was.
as he hunself admitted, a good deal that was
superfluous, such as "the injunctions against
clerical activity and the legal apparatus for
catching recalcitrant priests."* By surren-
denng such points as these, the Centrum would
be won over to the government's support
and thus a serious danger, the combined
oppc^ition of Clericals and Liberals, avoided
It thus became necessary to find for the
vacant post of Kultusminister a man who
would have the tact and abihty to carry out
this pohcy of conciliation and retreat. The
choice feU upon Herr von Puttkamer, amember of the Bismarck family, and a manwho understood how to temper justice with
mercy and even indulgence. His first speechm the Abgeordnetenhaus. while containing
no definite promises, was completelv different

1 Bismarck,
p. 64.

>Ibid.Vol. II.,p. 65.

Recollections and Reminiscences, "Vol. II

^i
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in tone from Falk's utterancen. "The Roman
Catholic Church is an institution which fully
merits the reverence of its communicants and
the respect of other Christians," he said,'
"and if through recent occurences this Church
has had to suffer a good deal of oppression,
there is no one who regrets it more sincerely
and deeply than I.

"

It will be impossible to trace, except in
the merest outline, the course of events which
led up to the establishment of a modus vivendi
in 1887. It is not a particularly interesting
story, only a long chronicle of concessions
from the State to the Church. At first there
was an effort made at compromise, and con-
ferences were held betweeri representatives
of the govermnent and various church dig-
nitaries at Kissingen,' Gastein," and Vienna.*
Bismarck pleaded for a policy of cc nciliation,
"mutual compromise is the only possible
solution,"—and at first it seemed likely that
the Church would regard the matter in the
same light. The new Pope had declared that

> Sten. Berichte. Abgeordnetenh, February 5, 1880.

, ' ^°r ^^i^nrux at Kissingen, July ao-Aus 16 '78
^tween Bismarck and Cardinal Masclla. Bavarian Nundi.!

5^g. M^^S/S
" Proviniialkon^sponden*."

Blum^**8**"'
^^*

' "' ^"""'^^ ""<* Pronuncius Jacobi,

BlumT'Sr*
^°''

'

'""^^^y* '**'• ^°** ^"" ««» J«»".
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hui^ would never find rest until peacehad been restored in Germany.- and indeed,
the entire tone of the Curia had changed
since the death of Pius. But as it became
more and more evident after the crimes ofHMel and Nobiling. that Bismarck would
under any circumstance have to procure
the supix>rt of the Centrum against the rising
forces of Socialism and Revolution, it wa^
re«>lved at Rome to make him pay the highest
possible price. There was. indeed, really no
reason why the Curia should not exact the
ful pound of flesh for the persecutions of the
last t«i years, and the standpoint taken
was that the Holy Father could do nothing
until the Royal government should pn)mise

ttie Pope to bring the Prussian code into full

t^l^ 1^^?. '^" foundation principles' of
the Catholic Chureh." It was suggested that

Z.^u „^*^^^«k on the part of the
State the Pope should order the Clericals to
support the government

; but the answercame back. "Rome has no influence over the

H.ii*157 '^ ^*"'^' Ambassador at Vienna. April .e. 'So.

"•4/1;. iy/i H.b^t^^'' **•'«*«» °* Cologne. Feb-
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Centrum.
'

'* Yet with every session of parlia-
ment the necessity of reconciUation with the
Blacks became more and more pressing.
Clericals, Poles, Guelfs to a man, stood to-
gether in opposing whatever measures the
government might bring forward.' The re-
sult was that Bismarck bowed to the inevit-
able.

In 1880, the first Falk Law Amendment
Act* was introduced, giving discretionary
powers in the carrying out of the laws of May,
1873-4- In certain cases the Kultusminister
was empowered by the bill to give his per-

1 Reported to Bismarck on March 29. 1880. by PrinceReuss who was informed by Jacobi on behalf of the Pope.
SJti,^i^/*^°r* ^y,. ^ consulted in the " Europftiscficr
Geschichts-^lender." 1880. pp. 164, et seq.. publShed bySchulthess. It IS also included, but only in iwJt, S^Hah?

mJ^^'t'uT^T^'^ ^^l *[?*• At^cordine to a secret arrange-ment made by Ifo w,th Majunla. on belialf of the Centrum
1.. Rome, 1880. the Centrum was declared " in purely political

Se Ho?v t^' Pfrf«*=«y free and entirely Indepen^ent^fthe Holy See. In regard to laws dealing with Catholic
privileges, however, the members must only cogent tothese bein^ made m a manner pleasing to the Pope. Thus
fHRhn «!^''

statement in a letter of May sth. i88o!to Reuss
tS. h^iJUT^"'^ P^*!?" Justified

: "^he declaration that

HUiihlL^ ^'^
°o '"S"?"*?

°^«" *•» Centrum is simplydisbeheved here." See Majunka, ist edition, pp. 727-38.
2 See letter from Bismarck to Reuss, May 14. '80 Hahn

?i4ff ^fc,*''*'
Chancellor complains 'that^ex«pt 'in tStenff reform question the Centrum had persistently votedagainst every government measure throulrfiout 1870 evenin regard to the Socialist movement.

"'
Ma« fJ^'iij ^"''^**»!r

^**^°'"**''«**'^' May II. r88o. ReadMay 28. discussed May 29, 1880. 2nd Reading, June 18-2/3rd Reading. June 26-28. Final vote. 198 to 197
^
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mission for the appointment to clerical posts

TJ^TJ^^"^ ^^ °^ P^^"^ ^ho had not
fiUfilled the conditions in regard to education.
while dispossessed bishops might be again
accredited to their sees. The cry of bargain-mg with the Centrum for party motives was
raised against the Chancellor, who of course
allied in reply, that he had been moved
to introduce the bill through sympathy for
his Cathohc fellow-countrymen. After a
sUff struggle the measure became law, and
afforded mimediate reUef throughout the
country, so that by 1882, only three
bishoprics were vacant in Prussia
This "July Law" was followed in 1882 by

aiiother step towards reconciliation, when
Herr von Schldzer. late ambassador at Wash-
ington, presented his credentials to he Pope
^Prussian minister.^ In July 1881, vonmtkamer was transferred to the Department
of the Interior, where Bismarck needed a
strong man to fight the Social Democratic
propaganda, and as Kultusminister he was
succeeded by Dr. von Gossler, a master in the
gentle art of reconciUation. In January 1882.he introduced a second amendment act, the
first one having expired at the end of 1881

»

* Blum, 396.
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Practically a repetition of the first, though in
some respects going perhaps even further,
it' was the first government bill that the
Centrum had ever supported, and this was a
sign which augured well for the future.

December of the same year, the Pope sho\ 1

his appreciation of the German efforts at
reconciliation by writing the Kaiser a long
letter of thanks for restoring diplomatic re-

lations with the Vatican.* The Pope expressed
the hope that "the mighty power of the
Church would be able to lead the people back
to the fulfilling of those duties, which, as
citizens and subjects, were incumbent upon
them, to-day especially when society was
trembling to its foundations." This was in
short nothing less than a proposal to fight
Socialism through the Church, and Bismarck
promptly expressed his delight by introducing
a third peace law." Its purpose, as officially

stated, was to restore those conditions which
had existed in Prussia before 1849, and which
still obtained in Baden, Bavaria, and Wurt-
temberg. The "Anzeigepfficht" and the
State's right to veto appointments were

1 Blum, 401.

•a *l^" Berichte. Abmsordnetenh. June asth, 1883, Series
83. Bd 3. and Stan. Benchte. Herrenhaus, July a, 1883.
Series .8i-'83. Band 1. The bill was signed July nth. iSsV.
It IS given by Schultheiss for 1883, P- 86-90.
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accordingly abolished in the case of assistant
pnests

;
the judicial powers of the Court for

Ecclesiastical Causes were narrowed
; and

finally the regulations in regard to vacant
parishes and bishoprics were made less
severe. In the same year the Crown Prince
visited the Pope in Rome, and three years
later, Bismarck, who was always cleverer at
foreign politics than in domestic, paid Leo the
great compli. -ent of appointing him arbitra-
tor between France and Germany in the
CaroUne Islands dispute, which of course re-
sulted m an exchange of high decorations
between Rome and Berlin. Moreover in 1 887when the new Army Septennate Bill came up
for discussion, the Pope sent word to the
Centrum that it was to give the government
every possible assistance in the passing of
this bill.» Windthorst declared this imposs-
ible, and for atime it seemed doubtfulwhether
the party would obey, but finally it was re-
solved that the CathoUc members should take
no part m the debate and withdraw when it
came to voting, and thus the measure was
opposed by 23 votes only." There is no
doubt that the Pope had in this matter met

•See Blum, 531-3.

Sess'^x'TBd^T''''*
^^^'' ^"''^ 9^»>. '887. Per. VII.,
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the wishes of Bismarck, and to the unpre-
judiced observer it must indeed have seemed
a change since the days when the Chancellor
had thundered against Pius for interference

in the internal affairs of the Empire.* Almost
simultaneously a new peace law was intro-

duced,' the last of Wilhelm's reign, establish-

ing a new and less stringent oath for bishops,'

and above all re-admitting the religious

orders. This latter article read : "Within
the borders of the Kingdom of Prussia those
orders of the Catholic Church shall again be
permitted, which busy themselves with the
care of souls, and the exercise of Christian

charity, the instruction of yoimg women in

the upper schools for girls, and finally such

» Lowe, " Prince Bismarck," agS.

aSten. Berichte. Abgeordnetenh, Feb. aa, 1887. Ser.
87, Bd. I.

' The episcopal oath reads as follows :
" I swear that

I will be faithful and obedient to his Royal Majesty of Prus-
sia and his lawful successors in the government, as my most
gracious king and sovereign, promote his welfore according
to my ability, prevent injury and detriment to him, and
particularly endeavor carefully to cultivate in the minds
of the clergy and the people under my episcopal care a sense
of reverence towards the Kiiw, love for the Fatherland,
obedience to the laws and all those virtues which in a Chris-
tian denote a good citizen, and I will not support any society
or association either at home or abroad which might endanger
the public security, and will inform his Majesty of any pro-
poses made either in my diocese or elsewhere that might
prove injurious to the State. I promise all these things more
inviolably since I am certain that the oaths which I have
taken to his Papal Highness and the Church bind me to
nothing that can conflict with the oath of fidelity and alle-
giance to his Royal Majesty."

no
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as wh^ members lead a contemplative

T^w u^ ^ f
^^"^ "'°"*^' ^^^ *^« passing

of this bill, when It appeared to many that the
State was going too far in its concessions, an
Evangelical League was formed, which in
AprU 1887, issued an appeal to all believers

"lo M
^""^""SeUcal faith : "Since the year

1880, it complained, "the State has re-
treated step by step." and it warned Bis-
marck that peace was not desirable at the
price of honot:r. The Liberal press also was
sorrowful aad afraid, and leaders on the
welthistorischer Kanossagang" appeared in

every hberal paper throughout the country
But the bill was passed notwithstanding all
the protests, and a modus vivendi on the
basis practicaUy of the status quo ante
estabhshed. In a sense it was the closing
event of the Kulturkampf.
Nova potentia crescit~the pious old

Kaiser sank into his grave ; his son, already
sick unto death when he mounted the Imperial
throne, followed him "home," as the Germans
say, after a reign of ninety-nine days In
June, 1888, Wilhehn II. was proclaimed, and
scarcely two years later, March i8th, 1890
Bismarck retired. Shortly afterwards. Lud^
wig Wmdthorst

, "the national saint, "» died

p. l^^"^"^'
" Reflections and Reminiscences." Vol. II.,
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m the midst of his labours, and as Majtinka
exultantly records, "by special permission
of the new Kaiser his body was bom in state

'Unter den Linden' and through the Tor, an
honour seldom accorded to any but princes."

And the fallen Bismarck was sitting alone in

Varzin. The words he had written in an
autograph album many years before, were
perhaps in his mind:

"Es ist ja nichts auf dieser Erden
Als Gaukelei und Taschenspiel. "*

Under Kaiser WilheUn II. the policy of

conciliation was continued. In reply to an
address of loyalty 4nd allegiance, presented by
the bishops on August 29, 1888, the Emperor
said, "Now that I know that the religious

freedom of my Catholic subjects is assured
by law, my confidence in the lasting mainten-
ance of church peace becomes strengthened.'"

His predictions were confirmed. Shortly after-

wards, a Catholic Chaplain-General to the
forces was appointed in Berlin, and in 1890
Munster, the last vacant bishopric, was filled.

When in the first year of the Kaiser's reign

the Pope celebrated the fiftieth year of his

priesthood, Prussia sent General von Loe to

» See title page Passinger's "Conversations with Bis-
marck."

3 Cited by Blum, p. S78.
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congratulate him in the name of the German

riL^'Z'^^^ ^'^ Kaiser himse^^
Fathel^

^"^ ^""^^"^ "^^^ *^^ «°ly

During the days of the Caprivi r^rime
ahnost -inconceivable concession^' ' we,^ iSSeto the ^thoUc Church, as Blum himse^d!
nuts On April aSth. 1890. von Gossip-
mtroduced a biU for the dis^sal of theZSwinch had accumulated owing to the lawenaamg the suspension of clerical Uvings ^
The proposal was that an income of abSuthalf a milhon marks yearly should be paid toti^ dioceses from the accumulated sixteenmiUions

; but the Centrum stood out for the
paynient of all arrears with interest in f^
wiT; ^"A^'a" -^r"

7'^' "^^ govermnent biUwas defeated.' In the foUowing January abiU was accordingly introduced to hand overthe entuie sixteen miUions to the bishops
unconditionaUy. and in July. xSpr. this Z!
n^cent march to Canossa was accomplish^.

Ic^i^^ t^ ^*^°^^«^^ ^School

"Vnii uV\,
'^^'''^' ""^^ estabUshing the

Volksschule" on confessional Unes. had pre-

iBlum, 686.

90. Bd*,:
^"^*"' Abgeordneteah. April aSth, X890. Ser.

'Ibid., June 7th, 1890.

"3
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served the state control. This, however, like

his first bill for the disposal of the clerical

funds, was opposed by the Centnmi and de-

feated, and in March 1891, he retired. His
successor, Graf Zedlitz-Trutzschler, brought in

a new "Volksschule" bill on January 15th,

1892,* which was a complete surrender, and
handed over the schools, part and parcel, to

the Roman Church. A tremendous shout
of protest went up not only from Prussia,

but from every part of the Empire. But
the Commission of the House, which had the
bill in hand, war composed principally from
the Ultramontane and Jtmker elements, and
every liberal amendment was accordingly

promptly voted down. It seemed as if noth-

ing could prevent the bill from becoming law.

Suddenly, however, a ministerial crisis arose;

we shall probably never know exactly how.
At a Cabinet Meeting, occurring on March
17th, the Kaiser seems to have rebtiked

Zedlitz for the extremity of the measure.

The minister resigned on the same day, and
Caprivi with him. The Chancellor's resign-

ation was not accepted, but in Zedlitz' place

appeared a certain Dr. Bosse, a man who had
framed the anti-Socialist laws, and he at once
withdrew the school bill.'

1 Ibid., Jan. isth, 189a, Ser. 9a, Bd. i.

3 Blum, 694.
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ment, and never a governed, party,"^h
crats in the Reichstag during the nineti«X
government was foreed topL intoT.?' a
of the rts..;...! 1 J '^^' " ™* hands01 uie Clerical leaders, and was, indeedqmte helpless without their supS^ ^Iw« shown in .8,5, when a motiSTSsen^
letter of congratulation to Bismarck m th»occasion of his eightieth bi^ 2,^supported by Conservatives MdLi3
Cmtram. The President and Second VicTResident of the Reichstag iSe^ T^

able, as Majunka himself admits a few

^^^to^-hTS..^^^*™"-?
Of Which h^ hastitiitef!^-an~

"5
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J

servatives. The debate on the Harden-Moltke
scandals in December, 1907, and the agitation

for the broadening of the franchise in Prussia,

in January 1908, have, however, shown how
flimsy and unreal a thing this union really is,

and its disruption may any day bring about
a change in party politics and party combin-
ations in the Reichstag. Should this come
about, the new Chancellor will probably find

it necessary to win the support of the Centrum
again.

The Clerical party itself shows no signs

of departing strength. There were many who
expected that after the Kulturkampf the Cen-
trum would disappear, and an effort was made
to indentify the party with the struggle. In-

stead of disappearing it has grown, and to-

day occupies 104 of the 397 seats in the

Reichstag. In r^s^ard to re^gious questions,

the attitude of the Centrum has only too

often been that of "Catholic first, and Gennan
afterwards," and, when its parliamentary

activities have not been prompted by the

interests of Catholicism, it has as a rule

favored reactionary policy. Yet on the
other hand it must not be forgotten that the
working-men of Germany have fotmd no
sincerer advocates than the Catholic deputies.

The Clerical party has identified itself with
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feetoy laws, Sunday rat, nstriction of chUd

KetWar' converted the Centrum to theL.Srf«««U .rfonn duhng the day. of theK^Ztompf .fdf, and it is a tribute to the work

«tmn Qmc^ members, the rationalistic kindrf Socaham has met with the least measme

tTT- ^« t^ Cent™n>. on the otC
wiO. the Radicals m opposition to the Govern-ment, whUe at the elections it has always
accepted the help of every par^* Se«^h .t might be in itselfXt'^d,ZZm^ent was temporarily working in the same

STorsSK^ir^"'-^^"^-^e success of the Centrum has been duepartly to nehgious fanaticism, partly to srood^dership. As Bisma„.k oncTJd .'fS^e only p^y of which one can say that
It Has not been incapably led."» Windt-

tandes," vCaira 1800 • "^^^^ **1? •
Chnstl. Arbeiter-

und ihi^ verderbli& Po£^„^"*5?'"*5'* '° '**° Pabriten

p. fs?™*"'''
" R«*ections and Reminiscences," Vol. II..
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hont was one of the greatest party leaders

of his day and his memory will long reniain

an inspiration to his party. To him alone

were due that cohesion and united front

which the Centrum was always able to pre-

sent during the days of struggle ; it was he
who held together so successfully Clericals,

Socialists, Poles, Alsatians, Freethinkers, and
Particularists in opposition to the Chancellor.

As an all-round orator he was not equalled in

the Reichstag except by Bismarck himself,

and in reading the debates of the seventies

it is always a relief to come on one of his

speeches, for irony, satire, and htmiour are

never lacking.^

y One often hears to-day of the prospects

of another so-called Kulturkampf, that is,

a political struggle between Rome and the

State. It is, of course, quite certain that the

conflict which has been waged since time
immemorial between priests and kings cannot
be brought to a close at the present day,

especially in Germany. In Protestant coun-

tries, it has always been found impossible

to state definitely the limits of Roman author-

ity ; the renewal of the strife therefore de-

1 For an English description of Windthorst's tactics in
the House, see Dawson's, " Germany and the Germans."
Vol. II.. p. 131.
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pendsjui Biajnarck said, "upon ecclesiasti-
cal moods and upon the degree of combat-iven^ not only of the Pope and his council-
ion, but also of the German bishops "» The
State Itself, having been defeated so lately
IS not kkely in the near future to recommence
the strua:lc. Nevertheless, it must always
retain its defensive attitude towani the Chur4
of Rome. The Curia on its part, however,
has many temptations to renew the conflict,
for althot^h the conditions under which the
Cathohc Chureh works in Prussia are as
wtisfactory to her as those existing in any
Protestant country in the world, yet sheniMt always regard an EvangeUcal dynasty
and communion "as irregularities which it isher duty to cure.- The great danger 7x>nem Prussia is Poland, where German and
Lutheran are regarded as identical terms,
just as are PoUsh and CathoUc. and where
pohtical parties are thus divided on con-
fessional lines. Here there always exists the
po^ibihty of trouble, but as the Imperialand Prussian governments learn how abso-
lutely futile is the attempt to crush the Polish
national spirit by force

-

and they are surely

p. Ij^^^'''^'
" Reflections and Reminiscences." Vol. 11..

' Ibid., p. 6;.
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bound to learn this lesson before very long—-

the likelihood of circumstances arising in

Poland which would involve the state

in a struggle with the Roman Church

will become more and more remote. In East

Prussia, Polonism and Romanism are one

and the same cause, and as soon as the powers

that be learn to respect the feelings of the

one, all causes of friction with the other in

this particular locality will be simtiltaneously

removed.

On the other hand, there is more danger

of a real "culture struggle" arising, not from

politics, though possibly in the end involving

them, but rather from the great idealistic

revival which during the last three or four

years has swept over the Empire with such

wonderful force. Materialism and Realism

seem to have had their day, and it is the

Idealism of Fichte and Hegel which is at the

present moment triumphing, as it has never

done before, in eveiy lecture-room in the

country.* In literature, Ibsen has already

b\ -_^
ot plays by idealistic authors shows a great increase in 1907

over 1906. Sudermann decreased by over twenty per cent.

The foundation of a national society for the spread of Mt
among the poor, the building of new churches, and the

sudden popularity of excursions to the old home town (Ue-

burtsortsreisen), afford ample evidence of the revived im-

portance of sentiment and idealism in the intellectual me
of present-day Germany.

120



The Kuhurkampf

given place in the public estimation to Haupt-
mann, while in art the natumL.-rn of Gabriel
Max has had its vogue, aid in the Gal eries
of Berlin and Munich it is tha symte; .m of
Bocklin and Thoma that is -c-^t popular
Accompanying this revival of idealism, there
has naturally come a revival of religious
sentiment, and as a result Germany stands
to-day at a great turning-point in the history
of her intellectual Ufe. Contemporaneously
with this spirituaUstic revival has come the
Pope's Encyclical against Modernism. It has
reached Germany at a time when she is all
engrossed in a new intellectual movement
prohibiting the faithful from joining in any-
thing which is new enough to unsettle CathoHc
doctrine. The result may be, indeed we may
say It has already been, a new, and this time
a real, "culture war." The bishops have,
of course, shown themselves entirely sub-
servient to the Papal commands. In Decem-
ber, 1907, they met at Cologne, and in their
New Year's greeting to the Holy Father con-
gratulated him on his courage in speaking out
and promised, " with all their power to work
with him in the rooting up of the weeds of
error which the Evil One has sown in the
garden of the Lord."^ But many of the

"DL%:,e^liSS£e^'*""«-" ^*^'""' J"" "»^''' ^^o*"
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Catholic clergy have not shown themselves
so obedient. A large body of priests in

Wiirtemberg addressed a letter of protest
to the Pope last October : "Does not the
Holy Father perceive the difficult position
in which his Encyclical has placed all Roman
Catholic professors of Theology in the State
Universities? Of a truth these are derided
by their colleagues in the other Faculties.

They are pointed out as men who are de-
prived of all free movement in the investi-

gation of truth, and who are surrounded on
all sides by guardians, watchmen, and cen-
sors. "* The truth of this statement has been
borne out in the case of Dr. Schroers, Professor
of Catholic Theology at Bonn, a man of
perfectly orthodox views, who has, however,
published a pamphlet on the Church and
Science, in which he explains how the Catholic
Theological Faculties are curbed and pre-
vented from training students to think for

themselves. Dr. Schroers' temerity has re-

sulted in an injunction from the Archbishop
of Cologne, prohibiting students from attend-
ing the professor's lectures on Church History.'
This action is a violation to some degree of the

1 See London " Morning Post," Oct. aoth. 1007.
2 Ibid.
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freedom of the Prussian Universities
; at

the same time, according to the statutes of
the Theological Faculty at Bonn, the faculty
stands under the spiritual superintendence

of the Archbishop. "» Thus once again we
are led back to that iU-defined boundary
between Church and State, and a difference,
wholly inteUectual in its nature, may thus
involve the government in a political struggle
But this is not Ukely. though the great war
between Modernism and Roman doctrine awar purely intellectual and spiritual, a i4al
Kulturkampf. must be waged, with what
results no one can prophesy. It must be
the earnest desire of every Prussian that the
btate will not become involved politicaUy.
for as to the results of such a struggle the
testimony of history speaks with no un-
certainty.

The one point which Bismarck was not
wilhng to surrender under any circumstances

feS «"» ^' «&iZ£i S,T4;;iLi'^^B!j»
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during the peace-making days of the eighties,
was the supremacy of the State over the
Schools, and this through the personal inter-
vention of the Kaiser during the Caprivi
regime has up till now been maintained.
There is, however, no real centrahsation of
the elementary or secondary school system
either in the German Empire as such, or
in the single States ;* in Prussia, as elsewhere,
the local authorities are allowed great latitude
in the management of the schools, and thus
the influence of the Church in the education
of the young varies in different parts of the
Kingdom, although in no part are the schools
officially controUed by priestly influence. The
introduction of uniform school legislation in

•• n=fn '".".*,«=co"nt 9* education in Germany, see Lexis
A wr?.^"**=*'^^''^2?« >" deutschen Reich." &r^, A A
^*^**i? ^'V^''^ u

The work is in four volumerthe sMondand third of which deal with Secondary and Eteml^^Education. This is the only official bo6k on theTubS?havingr been compiled at the suggestion of the ft^iffiMmister of Education for the St Tu>uis WorlcTs F^ A
^^^nf fnf h'^'!*'

•" ^"^^^^ "?**" th« t««e of " A Generalyiew of the History and Organization of Public Educa^n
T^m^n^r ^™P;'^'",by W. Uxis, translated by GL^« A A^*^"*"*" ^ ^"^^^'^ '° ^^ University of GOttingen

w^^'^t^- ^^J^f * 2°- ^^*- The following date iS^been Mtracted from the smaUer volume, pp. loo-io? <6^7Number of hours given to Religious Teacfiing •
^' ' ""

I. In Elementary Schools :

I. In Prussia,
Danzig, 4 hours a week,

hours, ao-3a.
Hanover, 4 hours a week.

. n ,• ,
hours, 80-32.

oerun, 4 hours a week,
hours, 28-33.

Total No. instruction

Total No. instruction

Total No. instruction
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all parts of the country is much to be desired,and m the present session of the Prussian
Landtag such a biU is expected, although a^to Its provisions it is still too early to soeakAs at p-esent regulated, all schools are^n^
f^ional. and that reHgion is taught whichthe majonty of the pupils profess. Only onerehgion is taught in a school, and thus thereare separate schools for State Church Pro-

Wd?; ''^''°""' ""' J^"^- Noprovi;S^
^madefordissentmg Protestants^ °r Atheists.

oth«- than that taught are forced to attendthe instruction, but sufficient evidence mustm every case be given that they receive theproper religious instruction elsewhere' The
a. In Bavaria,

Munich,

3- In Saxony,
Dresden,

''wirr34. ^°*^ No. i.,truction

a hours a week. Biblical Knowledeea hours a week Church Catechis^^*
11. In Secondary Schools

°- "«t~ct«on hrs. ao-38

'"
"""^rtj^tlfr^rk ''''''" Realschulen.

Munich as Sle J^SJ-4°ven& T^^'Ti..-^*^^ ^°
hours are thus occupied

*^*'°**«°**' °^ the chUd's school

i?on*SSH^"^°°* '""°^- ^*S.S4o in X890.

be ,^l°nof'&'^S&rriJ^PT^ontlu.t'j;root must
.ng. See Dawson, '^"nSS'^^lSfSa'S^rx xo.^^"^'
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I

religious teaching given in the schools is for
the most pait quite mechanical, comprising
Biblical instruction and history, and the
memorizing of the Catechism and Decalogue.
Except in Catholic Schools no moral lesson
is drawn, and indeed the aim of such instruc-

tion in fostering moraUty and religion is

se dom realized.* If one asks the average
young German why she or he never darkens
a church door, the answer almost without
exception will be, "I got enough of that sort
of thing in school." That this feehng exists,

is indeed not to be wondered at. The
religious instruction given is of the most
orthodox kind imaginable. A certian Herr
Leipacher, teacher in the Volksschule at
Grabowen, in East Prussia, was discharged
in December, 1907, because he characterized
the stor>' of the Fall as a legend (Sage), and
mentioned the Evolutionary Theory in teach-
ing Natural Science. A Berlin newspaper
rightly declares that one can not wonder at
boys "who leave school at an unripe age to
face, thus defenceless, the anti-religious agi-

tations of the present day quickly losing

all remnants of their faith in Christianity,"*

» See article on German Education by M. J. Ellis Baker,
in " Contemporary Review," Nov., 1906.

a " Vossische Zeitung," January sth, 1908. " Eine un-
aufschiebbare Reform.
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and .t pleads for a refo™ of religious in-su^^on as one of the necessities ofThe day;

so Uiat no teacher will have to teach whathe does not believe to be true. TT^e go«m!n«nt .s apparently adopting the Utter couree,to dunng the present Winter-semester (v^,.
08), a special course of lectures has beaigiven .n the Univei^ity of Berlin for Vo^
sclnUe teachers on the Bble and Sd^«
s^n 1 " ^TT^ ">*' *'^ *» » prelimim^
step towards the establishment of a broad^system of religious instruction in theiCt
^fr "*°?^- ^^^"«^'^ Bishop of Nortta^ Cent™^ Eu«,pe has stated it as his bZ?that .t IS the compulsory religious instruction

Tt^^"^"" *^" "^'"^ ««™»y tS"strongest power m Cont nental Europe ands»* statement, are common eno^h'nEn^and especmUy during the present lluca-
taonal controversy there

; but it may be

^fy "^It
that one only needs to live Z<Zthe youth of Germany to learn that S^e mstruction is turning the nominS^

o^^l^ "' *^« ^-P'- *"- ^ nation^

1
" The London Times " Oz-f ,—

i

Yannouth Church Con^ss Oct i^' ^^' "^I^ o^ the
Bishop Wilkinson.

^°«^''*' "^t. and. from an address by
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This is not as it should be, for the Ge man
is mystical and sentimental, a lover of nature
and a deep and persistent thinker, and there-

fore possesses all the essential elements of
relgion itself.* And indeed it would be a
gross error to say that any portion of the
Empire is irreligious, be it Protestant or
CathoUc. It is, however, only too true that
there is little organized religious life outside
of the Catholic parishes, and that the militant
forces of Christianity are lacking throughout
the Protestant North. This is due to two
causes. In the first place, the German is

not gregarious by natiu^ ; he is happiest
when he is alone, and worship in a crowded
chiu-ch does not appeal to him. And, in the
second place, the Church itself does not force
its way into the social life of the people.
The Lutheran Pastors as a rule take little

interest in the working-man and make no
effort to combat Social Democracy. Speak-
ing of the proposed visit of German pastors
to London next stmimer, a Berlin paper said,

'They would learn much in England, for
in the practical canying out of religion we
are quite outclassed by the English Church.

1 See " Deutsches Volkstum," a Aufl. Leipzig, Bibliogr.
Institut., 1903, von Hans Meyer, pp. 13-15.
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CharI«King,tey,.. The Cath™ctSu^'hL
not suffered from the same le Aawy sta«. iSdays o. trial in the seventies. P^ti^
Kulturkampf has not been without effect inboth the purely spiritual as wel as tath^more practical domain of the work if S!

„f -„ ."^ *•**' " "^y pierce the waUsof conservatism and indiffer^ce wU<^T
K U ITl"'/"" or^i^tion ofLwh^
ill T'**"*

Evangelical Chun* may vet

oX' ^^T",!*'^
" *» Sr«at KulturlL";ot the future, the war of truth and pro«ei

eine*iSlTi£L?^""«'" «-'-.J—ry ». . 908, " Noch

lap
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Appendix A
Paob 15.

One almost hesitates to speak categoricallym regard to the rise of the Centrum, but what
has been said here in the text represents an
honest attempt to supply a solution to a very
difficult problem. How can the facts be
reconciled that at the end of 1870 the revival
of the Qerical Party was declared against
by the leading Catholics, and that in January
1871, as Majunka himself admits, a party
existed? Only in one way, that the party
which was formed was not intended to be
sectarian. Thus one is justified in stating that
the Clerical Party had not been revived. On
the other hand it was not long before it was
seen that the Church cause would not be
supported by the Protestant members ; there
were only two Evangelicals who ever counted
themselves as Centrum members

; thus, al-
though not estabUshed as a Clerical, CathoUc
Party, it very soon developed into one.
There is therefore no inconsistency in saying
that the Clerical Party had not been revived,
Mid then on a later page referring to the
fraction as "the clerical party." The Centrum
was at first not clerical

; later it was. This is
the only interpretation one can give of the
facts as they are recorded.
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Appendix B
Page 19.

There were in all seven articles, the chief
being as follows :

—

e u^" ?; J.**" Deutsche hat das Recht, durch Wort.
Schrift, Dnick und bildliche Oarstelluiu; seine Ifeinuns
frei su flussern.

^ ^»

Art. 4. Alle Deutsche sind berechtigt. sich ohne Tor-
f!«ngige obngkeithcbe Erlaubniss friedlich und ohne Waffen
in geschlossenen Rftumen lu versammeln.

Art. 6. Die Freiheit des religidsen Bekenntnisset. der
Vereinigung «i ReUsionsgeseUschaften und der gemein-samen hflusbchen und 6ffentlichen Religionsabungen wird
gBw«hrleistet. Der Genuss der bflrgerBchen und staats-
orgetlichen RechteistunabhAngigvondemreligiOsen Beken-

ntnuse. Den bflrgerbchen und staatsbOrgerUchen Pflichten
darf durch die Ausfibung der ReUgionsfreilieit kein Abbruch
geschehen.

Art. 7. Die evangelische und die rOmisch-katholische
Kirctae.sowie jede andere Religionsgesellschaff ordnet und
verwaltet itee Angelegenheiten selbstAndig und bleibt im
Sf'i^L?i°f

Genuss der fOr ihre Kultus-, Unterricht*-, und
wohlt«tisteit8«wecke bestimmten Anstalten, Stiftungen,

Appendix C
Page 38.

Sees. 130 and 131 of the "Strafgesetzbuch"
read as follows :

—

,.^Sec. 130. Wer in einer den dffentUchen Prieden m-
fthrdenden Weise verschiedene Klassen der Bevdlkeruns
*H^ ^.^[^**?^* gegeneinander Offentlich anreiit, wW
nut Geldstrafe bis su 600M oder mit Gettngnis bis su sw«i
Jahren bestraft.

_
Sec. itx. Wer erdichtete oder entstellte Tatsachen.

wissend, dasi sie erdichtet oder entstellt sind, dffentlich
behauptet oder verbreitet, um dadurch Staatseinrichtungen
Oder Anordnungen der Obrigkeit verflchtUch su ma^n.
wird mit geldstrafe bis zu 600M. oder mit QefAnsnissbistti
swei Jahren bestraft.
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To which von Lutz wished to add :

—io^!«^i° ^^^''^ ?^ anderer ReUgionsdiener.

V««SZ.™ ^^ °^ aneinem anderen zu religidsen

Appendix D
Page 52.

The Jesuit Bill read :—

v«iS^"^*'"-^ ?!?*° der Geaellschaft Jesu and die ihm

biimen einer vom Bundesrath zu bestimmenden Frist wekhesechs Monate nicht tlbersteigen darf. aufzulSn. '

a..^*^*'
P** Angehdrigen des Ordens der Geaellschaft

Bn^SStf° ^*°°?°' "^"^ ^« Ausltoder sind. aus demBundesgebiet ausBBWiesen werden ; wenn sie Inltader sind

Urten versagt oder angewiesen werden.

•I'l

Appendix E
Page 99.

The references are, "Bismarck nach dem
Knege," p. 63, anonymous, but supposed to
be by Wegener :

—

p-*J^ Jeauitengesetz war vorzugsweise das Werk des Geh
&'*1*7^"«'°"V ^ <**'^* <"e SelbsttodigmachunK derBischdfe vom Jesuitenorden bezweckte. Sw^Plan dendieser Heir vor dem Kriege mit dem Kanzler be^Wtetewar em sehr weit aussehender. Er richtete die AuSrk-
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samkeit des Fflnten darauf, den Bischof von Ketteler sum
Erzbischof von KOln zu machen. Dies sollte der ente
Schritt zur Emennung desielben turn FOrst-Primus der
katholischen Kirche in Oeutschland aein. Die katholische
Kirche sollte die Stellung einer privilegierten Korporation
in Deutschland erhalten. Die Regierung wflrde durch den
Primas mit dem Papste eineneits, mit dem deutschen Epi>-
kopate andeneits verhandeln. Mit Hilfe des auf aozialem
Geoiete so erfahrenen von Ketteler sollte dann eine kon-
servativ-soiiale Refonnpolitik setrieben und der Kapital-
ismus, die Judenherrscnaft, ge&ochen werden. Nach dem
Kriege und nach der Mobilmachung der klerikalen Partei
sollte weniestens die Selbst&ndigkeit der deutschen BischOfe
gegen die ^suiten gesichert werden."

And Rudolph Meyer, "Potische Gilrunder"

p. 83.

" Der filtere Plan, einen Primas von Deutschland zu
emennen, lAuft auf die Zusammenfassung der deutschen
Katholiken und auf eine freilich mit dem katholischen Kir-
chenbegriil nie vollkommen zu vereinbarende grdssere
Selbst&ndigkeit von Rom hinaus."

Happily Germany has been saved from
such a danger, if indeed, it ever really existed.

The Evangelical Church is most nearly lifeless

to-day in those parts of Germany where it has

the least opposition from Catholicism, and
the same may be said of the Roman Commun-
ion as well. The most virile branches of the

Roman Catholic Church are to-day to be
foimd in England, the United States, and
central Germany, where it is fighting a con-

stant struggle with Protestantism, and not

in such coimtries as the Province of Quebec
and Portugal where it is suoreme. The danger
of self-satisfaction and inertia through lack
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of healthy opposition, must always constitute

the conclusive argument against any form of

Church Union.

Nevertheless, the whole question was open-
ed up again last year by an address delivered

by Prof. Hamack, at the academic celebration

of the Kaiser's birthday, concerning the
possibility of a reconciliation in Germany
between the two great Christian bodies. It

is indeed clear that the relations between the
Churches have been altered by the rebellion

of a considerable portion of Catholic Germany
against the recent Papal Syllabus and En-
cychcal. An attempt has been and is now
being made to escape from beneath the thick
cover of mediaeval ignorance in which some
would still envelop Germany, and to break
from the bonds which in the past have de-

barred the CathoKc portion of the population
from taking an active part in the intellectual

life of the Empire. The hour of fate has
indeed struck for Catholic Germany, and in

such an hour if the Catholics themselves
make the attempt to gain their freedom, the
Protestants will probably not withhold a
helping and sympathetic hand. The idea of

a imion between the Roman and Wittenberg
types' of Christianity is of course mere phan-
tasy, and when men come forward to declare
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the possibility of such a welding together,
their utterances are merely interesting as
curious instances of fanaticism of a peculiar
variety. But on the other hand, the establish-
ment of a modus vivendi is in reality with-
in the range of practical politics, and on both
sides many of the leading theologians and
church leaders are working manfully for the
bettering of the relations at present existing
between Protestant and Catholic Germans.
Hamack suggested that the talisman was to
be found in the mediaeval sects in the Catholic
Church, which might serve as a model for
all Christian conduct. A later proposal has
come from the Gdttingen professor Tschackert
("Modus Vivendi," Gottingen, 1907), a strict
Protestant, and for many years actively
engaged in combating Rome. His utterances,
which are of considerable practical value,
may be summed up by the sentence, "Set
differences in the bacl^round, and pledge
ourselves to what is common to us both."
''As intellecttially free men, '

' says the writer,
"we can overlook a good deal in regard to
our Catholic neighbors, and seize on what is
good in their system. Theology will always
have a sharp memory, and never dares forget,
but practical men can look at things differ-
ently. All offences of the past, the mis-
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f^unes which Pope. Qergy, Jesxiits and
Cathohc Governments have brought to Ger-many, all the painful memories of the Thirty
Years War, these we may set aside." It
IS tme that any attempt at a modus vivetidi
would be opposed by the Jesuit Order and
the Centrum, but there are duties with the
results of which we are not concerned. Ifan honwt attempt were made by Protestants
at re^tabhshmg friendly relations, it is more
ttian probable that it would be met half wavby the "Low Church" members of the CathoUc
vxwnmunion.
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