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CIRCULAR TO THE CLERGY

OF TI!K

VICAI^IATE APOSTOLIC OF PONTl/C,

lo. Our Hopes. — '-io. Tlie Association ol' St. Francis of Sales.—
3o. The Proimgalion of the Faith. — 4o. Powers.— 3o. Dispensations.

— Co Collection for the I'ope. — To. The si.xth Council ol Quebec. —
80. Our wifclif^s.

Pembuoke, 21st December 1SS2.

1. OUR HOPES.

Dearly Beloved Colleagues,

Three month.s have now elapsed since we received

episcopal consecration. Having taken up an abode in

this city of Pembroke, chosen by us as the place of cur

residence, and having recovered from the deep emotions

produced in ourselves by the imposing ceremonies of the

2 1st September, with the spirit of calm restored to our

mind, it became our duty to cast our eyes about us and

study the situation which Heaven had made for us. We
came to understand more than ever the importance and

the difficulties of tlie work entrusted to our pastoral

efforts, the immense extent of the territory placed under

our jurisdiction, the multiplicity of needs under which

our young Vicariate labors, as well as the slenderness of

the resources at our disposal to meet so many wants.

Without going into a lengthy examination, we saw at
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once the amount of work, fatigue and privation reserved

for us in the accomplisment of the task laid upon our

shoulders.

Neither this spectacle, however, nor the sense of our

own weakness, can either crush or even lessen our

courage. Sacrifice is the seal and the mainspring of

holy and lasting deeds. What is impossible to man's

debility is as nothing to the almightiness of God. At
the point where human methods terminate, the divine

operation begins. The Apostle says : Videtc vocationem

vestram, fratres, quia non niulti sapicntcs scciindmn

camcm, non innlti poicntes, Jiofi vinlti nobilcs ; scd qucB

rtulta sunt mundi elegit Dens nt confntidat sapicntes et

infirvia niundi elegit Dens ut confnndat fortia, et igno-

bilia mundi, et contemptibilia elegit Deus, * ea qua non

sunt, ut ea qua; sunt dcstuetet : ut non glorictur oniitis

caro in conspectu ejus. (I Cor. I. 25-29.) But beyond
this, the agreeable relations which we have had with

you, Beloved Colleagues in the Holy Ministry, the

tokens of respect, and the professions of obedience

reaching us from all sides, the favor with which all

our flocks have greeted our arrival at the head of

this Vicariate, the good wishes and kindnesses daily

bestowed upon us by you ard the more intimate

knowledge which we have acquired of your truly apos-

tolic labors, all unite in showing us that, in the pursuit

of our designs, we may implicitly rely upon your zeal

and devotion, as well as on the willing cooperation of our

Christian people.

11. THE ASSOCIATION OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES.

Messis quidein multa, operarii auteni pauci. (St. Luke,

X, 2). These words of the Saviour may be applied in all
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truth to that part of the Lord's vineyard confided to our
care.and indeed the dearth of evangelical workmen, Dear-
ly Beloved Colleagues, should be and is the first object
of our solicitude. It is true that several young men of this

Vicariate are preparing themselves, in different colleges,

to embrace the ecclesiastical state ; certain generous souls

among you devote their savings to train levites for the
holy altars

; we ourselves furnish the means of educating
three youths full of promise, but the restricted number
of prospective auxiliaries is far from meeting the ever
mcreasing and pressing requirements of the present, and
especially of the future. Streams of Catholic immigra-
tion are pouring into our borders ; the forest is invaded
from all sides

; villages rise as by enchantment along our
great line of railway; missions are being established, and
from the depth of their woods, the Indians stretch out
suppliant hands, asking for the brjad of the divine life

and the living waters of the sacramental fountains.

Pray the Lord to sow in the hearts of our youths the
seed of a holy vocation

; carefully mature those tender
plants, sc? soon as you see them opening to the sun-
shine of grace

; encourage fathers and mothers to make
sacrifices in favor of such of their sons as have a lean-
ing for the ecclesiastical state, and above all supplicate

together the Master of the Harvest to vouchsafe to send
numerous and diligent laborers in his fields. Rogate ergo

dominum messis, ut mittat opcrarios in mcssem snam.
(St. Luke, X. 2).

To favor the development of eclcsiastical vocations
among young men who are not endowed with the gifts

of fortune, and to meet the expenses entailed by years

spent in the seminary, we have found established in this

ancient portion of the diocese of Ottawa, the Associa-

5^/2)0



16

tion of St. Francis of Sr.le?, and ue rejoice thereat. It is

destined to produce great fruits; the conditions of appli-

cation are easy and it offers numerous spiritual advan-

tages.

We pronounce a blessing from our heart on this pious

association and recommend it in a special manner to

your most ardent zeal. Explain thoroughly to your paris-

hioners the sublimity of its object and the plenitude

of heavenly favors which it may draw down upon them.

Above all see that children take an interest in it. The

alms fetched by innocent hands produce a double fruit.

In furtherance of this view, you will take advantage of

the catechetical lessons, wh.i - r .

directly in your han'^s, .v.'- y- i

gence and incline tn ir vr " ,t'-

you will also attend to th' ? jr. v

when all the families la-/ ^n ., yc"

purses and their heart. \\:., /.;.»;• '^u

yours, unconsciously spoKen, may give biich tc secret

vocation^ that will blossom with time. E/c-y year in

the month of December, you will forward to us at Pem-

broke the amount of the contributions placed in your

hands.

You will receive with the present c'-cular the new

formula prescribed on the 7th. of July last, to give the

general absolution to such as are entitled to it. Those who
are entitled to this fav are all the members of the

Association of St. Francis of Sales who wear the sera-

phic cordon.

^""avc the children

. ^uid 'heir intelli-

•
;. ou. pleasure

;

' uarcchial visits,

tne't hoL-ses ..heir

>~"hcii s a worn ot

I >

III. THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH.

The Association of St. Francis of Sales will give pas-

tors to the Church of Pontiac ; the Society of the Pro-

H
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pagation of the Faith will supply it with new sheep,

snatched from the jaws of the infernal lion and the path
of perdition.

It is heartrending to reflect that, in the northern

portions of this Vicariate, under the shadow of our great

woods, in the midst of our labyrinth of mountains, on
the banks of our numberless lakes, there wander savage

tribes still wrapped in the darkness of idolatry. Doubt-
less, zealous priests have undergone much fatigue and
made great sacrifices to form flourishing missions in those

distant parts, thus showing to the world, once again,

that in the Church of God, the spirit of the Apostles is

ever alive. But the lack of pecuniary means has preven-
ted them from penetrating everyvvhere and establishing

residences in many places, where they would be neces-

sary to watch the growth of the divine seed sown by
them in the souls of the Indians.

Who will send apostles to these disinherited people,

who will cause them to hear the word of Jesus-Christ,

thus bearing to them the treasures of faith ? For, as the

apostle says : Qnojiiodo credent ci, qiicm non ai iicrimt ?

Qnomcdo autcm audicnt sine preedicantc ? (ad Ronmnos,
lo, 14J. Ergo fides ex auditH, auditus auteni per vcrbmn
Christi (ad Ronianos, i o, 1 7j.

Who will support the existence of these apostolic men
in the midst of their labors and ceaseless wanderings ?

Who will make the holy v/ater of Baptism flow on thou-

sands of heads which have hitherto born no other yoke
than that of Satan ? Who will build for this poor and
destitute people the chapels where they may chant

the praises of God, and where they may purify themsel-

ves in the pool of salvation and eat the bread of the

strong ? Who will erect schools where the young gene-
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ration may be shap«»cd in a Christian mould ? In one

word, who will prepare for hcrvcn an infinite number
of souls that ignorance and brutal passions are drag-

ging into the eternal abyss ? Who ? if not the Society

of the Propagation of the Faith, that living pro\idcnce

of missions ; that most catholic of all associations, after

the Church ; that work so visibly blessed of God. I'^or

although counting only about sixty years of existence,

it has grown like the grain of mustard seed, and become
an enormous tree whose branches spread their foliage

far and wide. It extends its beneficent action all over

the globe. Like unto the spring of the Earthly Para-

dise, it has divided into four great ri\-ers, irrigating all

the portions of the old and new contineiits.

To dispel coarse ideas and superstitious practices, to

change the morals of corrupt peoples, to raise the moral

condition of man, while relieving his material position,

such is the good that the Association of the Propagation

of the Iviith has achieved among all the infidel nations

of the earth, b)- the introduction among them of our

holy religion. Such is the good that it has produced

in our forests, and which it will produce on a still larger

scale, if we will only encourage it within the measure of

our strength, and prove ourselves, by our generosity,

worthy cf its favors.

It is a very remarkable circumstance that this blessed

work, while it gives succor to unfortunate peoples, also

enriches the individuals who extend it a helping- hand
;

it sheds streams of grace at once on those whom it pro-

tects and those who protect it. All the Sovereign Pon-

tiffs, from the date of its establishment, Pius VII, Pius

VIII, Leo XII, Gregory XVI, Pius IX and Leo XIII

seem to have taken pleasure in hcnonng it by multiplied

I
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eulogiums and enriching it with numerous indulgences.

It would take too long to enumerate them in thi-i p' ce

but you may do so, when explaining this devotion to

your parishioners.,

And then, when we consider how easy it is to become

a member of the Propagation of the Faith, what Chris-

tian would refuse to enroll his name ? Where is the man
so busy that he cannot find time, during the day, to say

one Our Fatlicr and one Hail Mary, with this invoca-

tion : St. Francis Xavicr, pray for us. Where is the man
so utterly poor, that he cannot set aside one cent a week .''

Ah ! Beloved Colleagues, make the faithful understand

well that that alms is the word which will convert poor

infidels, the doctrine which will enlighten the blind, the

balm which will soften the most barbarous hearts. With-

out going from home, they will preach with the missio-

nary, baptize with him, visit abandoned Christian sta-

tions, bear the last sacraments to the dying and open

the gates of heaven. By this means they will secure per-

petuity of faith in the bosom of their familie.--. A nation

of apostles can never become impious

!

In thus inviting you so earnestly, my Dear Colleagues,

to establish and spread the work of the Propagation

of the P'aith, I am only carrying out the intentions of

Our Holy P'athcr Leo XIII. In an encyclical letter, dated

December 3, 1880, he says to the bishops of the Catho-

lic world :

" You therefore. Venerable Brethren, who are called

" to sha'-e our solicitude, we exhort you to work unani-

*' mously toward helping with zeal and ardor the apos-

" tolic missions, putting your trust in God and allowing

" no difficulty to frighten you. The salvation of souls

" is at stake for whom our Redeemer sacrificed uis life

I '
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" and ha« given m, Bishops and Priests, the holy mis-
" sion of completing his body. Hence by rumaininr at
" the post where God lias placed each of us, and watching
" over the flock confided to u-:, let us strive ardently to
" carry the succors which have been customary since the
" beginning of the Church

; viz : the [.reaching of the
" Gospel aided by the praj-ers and alms of the faithful.

" Let those who pra}-, invoke the Virgin, Mother of God,
" who has the jiower of destroying all the monsters of
" evil, and her Most Pure Spouse whom several missions
" have already adopted as guardian and protector, and
" whom the Apostolic See has lately proclaimed Patron
" of the universal church ; also the princes and the

"whole college of apostles from.whom emanaccd the
" first pnnching of the Gospel throughout the universe

;

" in fii.e, all persons eminent for sanctity who havecon-
" secrated their strength to this ministry and have shed
" their blood for it. To these prayers and supplications
" let there be added almsgiving whose efficacity is such
" that it will convert those who are the farthest distant
" or the most occupied with other things, into the coad-
" jutors of apostolic men and the associates of their
'• labors and their merits. In these times, many are in

" straitened family circumstances, but let no one be dis-
'• couraged

; the subscription cannot be a budren to
" any, while a number of small sums put together fpro-
" duce a considerable revenue." '

When you set all these motives before your parishio-

ners, to induce them to join in this admirable work,
you will not forget to insist upon a reason that is pecu-
liar to ourselves. I mean the assistance of the Indian
tribes living at our doors. They are our poor, the spiri-

tual paupers whom Providence designs for our charity.

Jf

I
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Who will deem himself obliged to extend to them a
helping hand, if we, their immediate neighbors, remain
insensible to their misfortune ? Our contributions will

be despatched to the Central Bureau of the Association
at Lyons, Avhence, let us hope that, in view of our
immense needs, they may comeback to us with larp-e

i.icrcase. Through the channel of our majestic river,

the waters of our lakes fljw into the sea ; but the gene-
rous and fruitful sea returns them in beneficent dews and
rains. Yju will interest the pious persons of your
parish in the success and development of this work.
You might resort to the means suggested by the Board
of Directors :

" One subscriber out of ten collects the

alms and pays the amount into the hands of another
member, who has ten similar collections to receive, that

is, one hur.'rr i subscriptions." Should any further in-

formati jn be required regarding the organization of the

society, we can be written to. On this, as on all other

matters connected with our ministry, we are at the dis-

posal of all. To encourage and sustain the zeal of your
parishioner:, you may, on the 3rd December, of each
year, say a mass for the associates both Jiving and dead,

and we allow you to take the fee thereof out of the

funds of the Association. Every year, during the month
of October, you will send us the amount of the alms.

May Heaven bless your efforts, to draw from this

good work the most abundant fruits of grace and salva-

tion.

1\'. POWERS.

We maintain in all their force and obligation the

synodal statutes and episcopal ordinances which were
in vigor in this part of the diocese of Ottawa, at the
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time of its erection into an Apostolic Vicariate. Tiiese

rules of discipline are the fruits of wisdom and expe-

rience, and so long as circumstances remain unchanged,

they must remain the same.

You will receive with these presents, on a separate

sheet, the renewal of the powers which our inaugural

pastoral confirmed to you until the new year.

You will observe that you no longer have, in a gene-

ral way, the power of saying mass twice a day, nor that

of saying mass in a private house. In the event of such

powers becoming necessary, you will please address your-

selves to us to obtain authority, taking care to state in

your letter the motives of your demand. Decrees ema-

nating from the Sacred Roman Congregations, which we

have lately seen, make us understand hov,' desirous they

are at Rome tliat we should be reserved on these two

points.

\'. DISPENSATIONS.

When you send any one to us to solicit a dispcasa-

tion from the bond of consanguinit}-, be so kind as to

give him a letter in which you will set forth the cano-

nical reasons militating in favor of such a dispensation.

Similarly, in transnn'tting to us the componenda re-

ceived by you for dispensation from banns, you will

kindly add the names of the parties thus dispensed, that

we may keep them in Lhe archives of the Vicariate, for

future reference, if need there be.

Vr. COLLECTION FOR THE I'OPK.

The august inmate of the Vatican is our father ino

Jesus Christ ; the Roman Church is our mother. Jioth
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the one and the other, sorely pressed in these days of

evil, by the encroachments of the Revolution, are con-

fronted by great needs. Christian children, let us

hearken to the wants of our father and not overlook the

Availings of our mother. " Fill, suscipr scncctam patris

tui ct gcinitus inatris tiuv nc obliviscaris. (Eccli. III. 14.)

A diocesan regulation ordains that, on the 29th Sep-

tember, a collection shall be made for the Pope in ail

the churches. Several perhaps, owing to the changes

taking place in Septei.'.ber last, may have forgotten to

announce this collection. We trust that they will

supply the omission on the first suitable Sunday, and
that they will send, dircctK' on receiving them, the

offerings which the faithful will ha\e placed in their

hands.

We shall have little to present to the Holy Father, but

we are anxious to give him this tribute of affection.

Doubtless he will receive with emotion this mite of our

poverty. He will smile at our good mtenticn and he will

deign bless it with the most fruitful benedictions.

vn. Sixth Council of Oukbec.

Vou are aware that the deliberations of the Bishops

of the Province of Quebec, assembled on the Qht May
1878, after being examined and approved by the Holy
See, were published at the commencement of the pre-

sent year. We do not doubt that j-ou have already pro-

cured copies of this work, the prescriptions of which are

of the highest interest to you and your parishioners,

since the Vicariate of Pontiac, like the most of the dio-

ceses from which it is detached, belongs to the ecclesi-

astical Province of Quebec.

As to the decrees which particularly regard yoursel-
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ves, we are certain that you will receive them in a great

spirit of faith, being fully persuaded of their importance

even to the slightest detail. Every point has been weigh-

ed in the scales of the sanctuary. Those rules of disci-

pline are the expression of the will and law of God in

your regard. We wish that it may be said of every one

of you : Lex Dei ejus in cordc ipsius. (Ps. xxxvi, 31).

In respect to the decrees that concern the faithful in

general, make your people understand thoroughly all

the respect and obedience which they deserve. They

have been proclaimed by those delegates of the Holy

Gospel whose mission is to teach the world : Euntcs ergo

doecte oinnes gentcs. (Math, xxviii, 19) ; by those doctors

of the new law, grounded in the science of Jesus himself

:

quia omnia qnceeuinqiie aiidivi a Patre ineo, nota feei

vobis. (Joan, xv, 15) ; by those vicars and representati-

ves deputed by the Saviour to men : sieut misit me Pa-

ter et ego viitto vos, (Joan.- XX, 21) ; by those princes of

the Church whom the Holy Ghost has established to lead

and direct it : Sanetus Spiritus posuit episeopos regere

ecclesiam Dei (Act. xv. 28.) ; finally by those successors

of the apostles who, under the supreme jurisdiction of

the successor of St. Peter, have the right to judge of the

orthodoxy of faith and to carry laws into the limits of

their respective dioceses. For if Jesus Christ told St.

Peter to feed his lambs and his sheep : Pasce agnos vieos

...pasceoves ineas (Joan, xxi, 15-17), Peter in his turn

said to the Bishops : Pascite qui in vobis est gregeni Dei.

( I Pet. V. 2.) P^'urthermore, th.e* - decisions should enjoy

all the more authority, that the judges of doctrine as-

sembled in solemn conclave under the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost, to communicate to each other their studies

and their lights, to adopt in concert the most proper

means and the most efficacious preservatives, in order
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to afford a remedy to the evils that afflict or threaten our

Christian people. And then these ordinances have been

sanctioned by the high approbation of the infallible

Pontiffwhom Jesus has placed at the head of his Church

to confirm his brethren : Confinna fratrcs tuos. (Luke

xxii, 32). To make light of thvse decrees, so worthy

of respect in every way, would be despising Jesus Christ

liimself; Qnivos audit, vie audit ; ct qui vos spcruit iiic

spcrnit. (Luke, x. 16). It would be to act as infi-

dels : Si quis ccclesiam nou audicrit, sit tibi sicut dJinicus

et publicanus. (Math, xviii, 17 ^ It would be drawing

the most terrible anathemas on one's head. Qui vcro nou

credidcrit, condcmnabitnr. (Math, xvi, 16).

In order that the decrees of the sixth Council of

Quebec may become the practical rule of faith, morals

and discipline throughout the extent of the Vicariate

of Pontiac, you will make it your duty, on as many

succeeding Sundays as may be necessary, and in instruc-

tions clearly put and well prepared before hand, to explain

them one by one, in every detail that may interest the

faithful, fe £special]jfdo not forget to insist on those de-

crees that treat of the education of children; of the dan-

gers to be avoided in matters of faith ; of fast and absti-

nence ; of sins against charity and justice in lawsuits, and

of dangers to morals. That is to say, the decrees XVI,

XVII, XIX, XXI, XXII, XXIV.
By these presents, we declare that the decrees of the

sixth Provincial Council of Quebec are published in the

Vicariate Apostolic of Pontiac and that from this day

they become binding.

VIII. Our Wish lis.

The joyous festivals of Christma? and New Year are

upon us. In pursuance of an ancient and highly recom-
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mendable custom, we offer you our good wishes. Believe

us that they are not, as is often the case, the expres-

sion of an empty form. In all the sincerity of our soul,

and in the love that we bear you in Jesus Christ, we

wish you health, happiness and success in your holy

enterprises. Above all, we wish you that peace that the

Christ of Bethlehem came to bring upon the earth : et in

terrapax hoininibus borne voluntatis. (Luke, ii, 1 4) ; that

peace so sweet which the world ignores, but which He
gives his faithful servants : Paccni tctinquo vobis, paccni

vicam do vobis, non quonwdo nmndns dat, ego do vobis.

(Joan, xiv, 27) ; that repose of conscience which excels

in sweetness all the enjoyments of earth : et pax Dei

quee exiipcrat omneni scnsum. (Phil, iv, 7); that tranquility

in the pursuit of good which, is a gift of the Holy Spirit

and which presupposes a host of virtues in the soul.

Fructns anteni spiritus est eharitas, gaudiuni, pax, pa-

ticntia, benignitas, boiutas, longanimitas. mansuetudo,fides,

niodestia, continentia, castitas. (Gal. v, 22-23).

We bless you in all affection, as also the good fami-

lies entrusted to your care.

On the first sunday, after receipt thereof, you will

read from your pulpit such parts of this Circular as

regard the faithful, especially that which has reference

to the promulgation of the decrees of the Council.

We remain very sincerely

BelOvcd Colleague ^

Your devoted Servant.
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