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LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

MoNTREAL,

September
twenty-seventh
19721

Deaxr Sir:

Owing to the Centennial
Celebration the meeting of the Lib-
rary Committee scheduled for Monday,
October 10th, the date of the meet-—
ing has been changed, with your
approval, to Tuesday, October 18th,
at 4,30 p.ne

As an informal report on
the work of the summer I enclose a

¢lipping from the Gazette.

Faithfully yours,

(XD £

T ./ A% &
AR -0 =

B

University Librarian.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC R'Y. CO.’S TELEGRAPH

TELEGRAM

CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

J. McMILLAN, General Manager of Telegraphs, Montreal.

NAGOS 49 NL

PASADENA CALIF 25 B APR26 MM 12 29
r -

A W CURRIE
MONTREAL QUE

YOUR TELEGRAM APRIL 23 TO MRS R R BLACKER RECEIVED BY ME
INFORMATION REACHING YOU REGARDING MR BLACKERS DEATH WAS
INCORRECT HIS BROTHER EDWARD BLACKER DIEDgHERE SOME TWO MONTHS
AGO MR AND MRS BLACKER ARE NOW IN EAST AND WILL RETURN TO

PASADENA ABOUT MAY 15
£ J BLACKER.




April 26th, 1927,

o™ o9
E. J« Bla

Pasadena,

Dear

I am
your telegram this mornanin
on which I ascted was g i in 2 letter

raceived at our Librar from 1 Cza

Casey Wood,
Hefhe Blacker had
died about two months ag Haturally, we are

all greatly pieased such is not the case.

From it we unders

come time ago I wrote to
dr. Blacksyr 6Xpressing the hope that he would
be here at the time of our ciosing ceremonies
in May. I take i% from your telegram that we
are not going to have that pleasure this yesar.

Yours

Principal.
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September

3 1 am in receipt of your kind letter
addressed to Sir Arthur Currie. The Principal is
&t present in Europe and will not be back for some
weeks.

Meanwhile, mey I take this opportunity
to thank you very much for your letter and the great
)enefit which your generosity has conferred on our
University. It will,no doubt,interest you to know
that we are msking a greater effort tham hitherto to
extend the importance of the Biological sciences and
particularly the interests of the Zoological Depart-
ment. For this reason your vaiuable contridbution is
all the more appreciated.

‘ I have given instructions with reference
t0 your recuest as to the title page of the volume,

¥ith kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Acting Principal.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
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"Notify Principal Currie
I three thousand. Twenty
next eight months




12th Desember, 1929,

Ny dear DPr. Casey Wood,

Lomer told me today that he hed ressived
word from you that you were on your wey to Italy to spend
the wintsr, I sinecerely trust that fine weathey fellows
you, for ltaly when the weathor is fine is one of the
pleasantest spots on sarth.

I remember that last year Campboll-Stewart
and his mother went to Eoms to spend a Christmas vacation,
They returned to Londom about the third week in Jam=ary
and Campbell told me thst al though they were aeway for
five weeks they never saw the sun until they crossed the
English Chaunel on the wsy home,

About Janmuary i4th I loft London for Egypt.
When I arrived at Trieste I thought that somehow or other
I was in Winnipeg. The wind wees blowing a howling gale.
There were no conveyances tc take us from the railway

station to the bost and we had to riough oup way through
saow~-drifts, at times being stuek tight by the force of
the wind, We arrived in Venice the next moraning and
it reminded me of RBegina, Canals all frozen, snow gix
inches deep, and altogether a dismel-ioocking place. I
saw it again 2t the end of April and the difference was
very impressive. Before going to Venice I had spent a
week in Florence, two weeks in Rome 8nd a week in Naples.
1 am looking forvard to my mext visit. There is so much
to see, s0 many things of Cverpovering interes$, so many
things that can't be seen anyvhere elso, that one must
remsin & long, lomg while or else peoturn at$ frecuent
intervals, if one 1s to be satisfied.

The thing that concerms me most regarding
your visit is suggested by what I have just written about.

Dr, Casey VWood,
38 Piazza d'Espagnia,
Rome ,

Care American Express Company




I am afraid that you wi y ) se® too much, aadd
looking at gallerics, museums shurches and lidbraries
is, after all, a g matie You must be careful
not to over-fatigue

Things are going szlong sbout the same
at McGill. Lomer is anxious to have the Corporation
sanction a2 new degree, - Bachelor of Library Scisnce, -
but the Corporation is = very conservative body and
these new degrees are not readily taken RP « Lomer will
likely have told you thst the Carnmegie Sorporation has
increased his grszat for the naxt thres years from #10,000
to ¥#18,000 aanunalliy. Lomer is a very efficient officer
and a2 helpful colleague.

Please rememder
Vood, We are looking forward
Some time during the summer.

fatthfully,













This morning 1 received
your letter of larch 30th, ourse, Ruttan®s
death wa xXpected, He ha ailed very rapidly
in the lasgt six monthe Vhen I returndd to

T pe——— .o = = -
EonSrea 8% May 1 saw a remarkable shange in

him, but yi 18 oan o Convocation and walked
from the Library to the Capitdl Theatre, whers
Convocation %ook p The last University
flﬂftion he attended was the special Convocation
2% whigh an honorary degree was given Ramsay
Hacdonald, i1 saw him in his room shortly be-
Bore he died and ¥n that the end was very near
le ”etired, 28 you know he yoar before

under full salary for the year, and his
allowance was then about 535 per anm

felt that that oug“ to on:’lo him
to keep on his apar tme: and his conneection with

his Clubs, so I went to him and tolu him not %o

worry, that as long as he lived the University

o 9
would pay Tim 2 pension 2% the rate of $5,000
a yeare, 1t cheered him groatly, and we were
glad to do }‘q kindness to such an old and

valued servant 6§ the University.

His brothe ' survives,
suffering

Ru ttan,
Ao it 1 t, Alberta,
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Telgphone:— » 2 BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY),

WESTERN 7118 & 7119.

oo Sk 2% CrOMWELL RoAD,
NATHISMUS, SOUTHEKENS. LONDON, -

LoNxpoN, S.W.7
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_ . AN
INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE
OF |

VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY

BASED CHIEFLY ON THE TITLES IN THE
BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
THE EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY
THE BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA AND OTHER
ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS OF M{JGILL
UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL, CANADA

A. AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY

B. STUDENT’S AND LIBRARIAN’S INDEX TO SELECTED TITLES ON VERTEBRATE
ZOOLOGY, ARRANGED IN GEOGRAPHIC AND CHRONOLOGIC ORDER

C. A PARTIALLY ANNOTATED CATALOGUE OF THE VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGICAL

TITLES IN THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES. A—C |

VOL. I

COMPILED AND EDITED
BY

CASEY A. WOOD

ey, Lo 7y fJJ,ﬂ{M‘,’;{QJ

~——

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
LONDON: HUMPHREY MILFORD
1931




BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY

Aquarelle attributed to Charles Collins (ca. A.D.1736) of the

Dodo, Raphus cucullatus. Original drawing from the Taylor

White Collection in the Blacker Library of Zoology, McGill
University, Montreal, Canada.




Dr. CASEY WOOD,
AUTHORS' CcLUB,
LONDON, S.W. 1

ENGLAND.
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Dr.CASEY WOOD,
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM,
LONDON, S.W. 7.
ENGLAND.

26 September 1931.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Prinecipal and Vice-Chancellor,
McG1ll University,
Montreal, Canada.

My dear Sir Arthur :-

I 414 not reply to yours of June 17th. as there did
not seem to be anything particular to communicate. Since
then my (and Lomer's) Introduction to the Literature of Verte-
brate Zoology has been completed and will soon be mailed - your
copy among the others. The enclosed leaflet furnishes all
essentlal information regarding this compilation. As nearly
the whole edition of 2000 copies will be mailed gratis to
Museums, Librariee and vertebrate zoologists all over the world
I think it cannot fail to be of very considerable value to the
library in particular and to the University as a whole. More-
over, as you will see by the appeal on Page 1 (of the leaflet)
the library should have several thousand exchange books, period-
lcals, separates, etc., sent them and t&=t the library itself

will be placed on numerous mailing lists from which it is now
excluded.

This work has cost a large sum in money, energy and
grinding work on the part of MeGill officials in particular.
They ought to have credit for it. If after all the bills are
pald there 1is any money left from the special Blacker fund I
intend to expend it mainly on perilodicals which, to my mind, are
the foundation of all literary research.

I have little time to attend the meetings of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science but with my brother-in-
law - Professor Cresswell Shearer®of Cambridge - I attended the
Conversazione of the Royal Society and there met Dean Frank Adams
and quite a few other former and present McGill professors in
addition to numerous i1llustrious fellows of the Socilety.

* om ol P AL czwaw#w




Sir Arthur Currie. 26 September 1931.

I find it necessary to leave here in November for
California, sailing direct by way of the Panama Canal to
Pasadensa, probably reaching that place about Christmas time.

Please regard your volume of the Introduction and
Catalogue as a Christmas card.

With the compliments of my wife and myself to Lady Currie
and yourself

I remain,

Sincerely yours,




\
AN-INTRODUCTION TO THE N
LITERATURE OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY

based chiefly on the titles in the BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZooLoGY, the Emma
Shearer Wood Library of Ornithology, the Bibliotheca Osleriana [the Gest
Library of Chinese Literature], and other Libraries of McGill University
Montreal, Canada. Compiled and edited by CASEY A. wooDp, M.D., LL.D.,
Collaborator, Division of Birds, Smithsonian Institution. 4to, pp. Xix+ 643.
Col. frontispiece. Oxford University Press, London, 1931. Fifteen dollars
or three guineas.

LIBRARY McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL, CANADA

JW”\% TR October 1st, 1931

k = mailed to you from the Oxford University Press,
Oxford, England, with the compliments of the

THE BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY

the work described above. Itishoped that the recipient of a complimentary
copy of the work will place the Library on his mailing list and be able to
contribute in exchange books, periodicals, separates, or tracts. Some of
these may fill gaps in one of the University libraries.

"The BLACKER LIBRARY will also be grateful for autograph or typescript letters
of naturalists, the purpose of which is stated on page 643 of the Introduction,

under the heading zoorogisTs. ‘
b
Exchanges are to be addressed to:

A
THE LIBRARIAN, e )
McGILL UNIVERSITY, M A
MONTREAL, i%/k »(\Q-/
CANADA. C\E\/
N.B.—If the work is reviewed by you kindly send a copy of the critique ter¥

DR. CASEY WOOD, AUTHORS’ CLUB, 2 WHITEHALL COURT, LONDON, S.W. I.

[7]







The treatise above entitled is divided into three main sections. The first
consists of introduictory matter which furnishes a brief account of the litera-
ture of Vertebrate Zoology from the earliest times to the present—from the
writings of ancient and medieval zoologists, Aristotle, Pliny the Second,
Dioscorides, Averroés, et al to the more important treatises and monographs
on ornithology, mammalogy, ichthyology, herpetology, and amphibiology
of the twentieth century. Included are general treatises and numerous
periodicals and serials, monographs on vertebrate palaeontology, zoogeo-
graphy, ecology, psychology, bionomics, experimental zoology, &c., likely
to interest the advanced student and the librarian.

Brief descriptions are also given of Natural History Societies, Museums, and
Zoological Stations throughout the world; travelogues of naturalists;
drawings of animal painters and illustrators, more than 5000 originals of
which are in the McGill libraries.

It is hoped that physicians and medical libraries will find the work useful.
As is well known, not only were the majority of ancient and medieval
writers on natural history physicians, but many modern treatises on com-
parative and systematic zoology are the products of medical men.

The second section of this Introduction is an arrangement of the Library
Contents (on Vertebrate Zoology) in both chronological and geographical
order so that a work on any desired subject can be quickly found and
delivered to the student by the librarian.

The third section is the largest and most valuable for both the research
student and the librarian—a partially annotated Catalogue of the vertebrate
zoological items in all the University libraries, forming a very large selection
of important works on that vast subject.

The McGill libraries are particularly rich in incunabula and other
fundamental treatises on vertebrate zoology, as will be seen by consulting

Chapter xix, page 127, in which a number of rare and unique items are
briefly described.

It may here be added that with the continual additions to the various

University Libraries the collections now approach a total of 400,000
volumes.

[3]




Dr. Casey Vood,

Natural History MNuseum,
London, S We 7,
England,.

My dear Dr. Casey Vood,

Let me thank you for your letter of September
26th, The Catalogue came %to hand yesterday, #dnd
even a layman like myself is impressed by the
tromendous task you have completed. I congratulate
you most sincerely, and 1 thank you on behalf of
the University for your great intercst and efforts
on behalf of our Library. I shall make a point of
telling the Board of Governors at its next meeting
about the generous contribution you have made to
the causec of science and to advance the name and
fame of McGill.

Ve were sorry you were not with us at the
Reunion, In spite of the deression, if was a
vory successful affalr and the various functions
were well attended. At the condluding dinner
we had over sefenm hundred, and the Chancellor
made an inspiring address. I addressed a smoker
which was attended by over a thousand men, and the
attempt was made all through the Reunion gatherings
to tell the graduates what we are doing at MeGill
to-daye. At the Convocation we gave the Prime
Kinister a degree, and also honmoured four other
oustanding graduates.

I hope that you and Mrs. Wood will spend
a very happy wihter in California, and that we
ghall have the pleasure of seoing you some time
next year, In the meantime, my wife and 1 cordially
resiprocate your good wishes, and with renewed thanks,
I am,
Ever yours falthfully,




- As from:- VISTA DEL ARROYO, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.

10 November 1931.

Dr. Gerhard Lomer,
Librarian,
MeG1ll University,
Montreal, Canada.

Dear Dr. Lomer :- by

As nearly as I could Judge the very large cost of
bringing out the Catalogue leaves the Blacker Fund so depleted
that we would be unable to carry out the program that you and
I have long had in mind. After paying all the bills incident
to preparing the M8 and for the publication and distribution of
the volume there would be little remaining for other activities
connected with the management of the Blacker Library of Zoology.

I laid all our troubles before Mrs. Biacker and she has
Just sent me a very welcome cablegram generously promising the
sum I suggested to meet our pressing needs, viz Four thousand
five hundred dollars ( 4>4500) bpayable in Canadian currency next
February for the following purposes, which I give in order of
urgeney :-

1, The purchase of as many PERIODICALS AND SERIALS as the
fund will allow.

2. Continuing the cataloguing of the Library until the
midsummer holidays 1932.

Je The binding of unbound volumes - periodicals in
particular.

4, The purchase of such other desiderata as the Fund will

permit.
I may say here, and I am sure you will agree, that

the yearly interest of the Blacker Endowment should not be spent
for any of the above activities (except perhaps binding) but should
be earmarked for the purchase of current zoological magazines and
serlals, for continuation of the same, and for the purchase of odd
volumes and numbers to f£ill gaps in incomplete sets. The income




Dr. Gerhard Lomer.

from this Fund wlll not be sufficlent to pay salariles, buy
expensive books, or to pay for extensive binding.

The purchase and shelving of complete bound sets of the
large array of zoologieal periodicals lssued in all languages
all over the world iz the outstanding need of the Blacker
Library, and these acquisitions should be continued from year 1o
year to the exclusion, 1f necessary, of other activitlies.

1. PURCHASE OF PERTODICALS, For obvious reasons now
ie the time to buy zoologieal items quoted in pound sterling.
The rather large list of Wheldon and Vesley's offerings 1s now
in your hands. All titles not in the Library should at once
be ordered subject to the usual 107 discount. I sincerely hope
Professor Willey will assist in choosing all such desiderata from
that and other lists. Vheddon and Wesley are now holding thelr
offerings until they hear from you.

After considerable correspondence I have induced Fock
of Leipzig (the largest German dealer in 2zoologleal periodicals)

to give the Blacker Library a discount of twenty per cent (207%)
off his eatalogue prices of periodicals, and he will shortly malil
you duplicate lists and catalogues with the items that are now

in stoeck plainly marked. I think we may safely order from him
12.000 R¥ worth, less 207 - but not more for the present.

5 I think these lists should be scanned on arrival and
action” taken forthwith.

2. I place a 1limit on the eataloguing of the Blacker Library
items because there will probably be no further funds avallable
for the purpose after July 1932. Have you any saggestions ?

2+ I have, as you know, given Forbes - the Britlsh luseum
binder - orders to repair and bind such books as have recently
passed throusch my hands in Landon for the Blacker L}brary. He
does hils work quickly, very well and cheaper than it can be done
in dontreal. He will do the same for any of the Wheldon and Vesley
orders, rendering his account in due course to the Blacker Fund.
Other unbound volumes you will have to deal with in lontreal,
as seeme best to you.




Dr. Gerhard Lomer. 10 November 1931.

4, I have myself a long list of other desiderata in
zoology not in the MeGill libraries, that appear on the
market from time to time. I suggest that we wait until 1932 -
until we know the available balance for such titles before
ordering any of an expensive character for the Blacker Library.

Finally, if I am alive, we shall have a "round up" of ways
and means next February and decide the future polliecy of the
zoologlical libraries.

Kindly note that my latest address is at the head of this
letter, and believe me to be

Very sincerely yours,
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LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL
GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A.,
LIBRARIAN

Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill Unive

-

~day received the following
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M"mrm»,a\% Casey Wood I
desire ill University
libraxy or LOEY « e will confer wi

you and representv me . desire him

DUTC L8

appreciation of the

J

jed addition to its

the library of books on Ornithology

.L’r a
viis

which Dr,., Casey Wood recently presented to
University his intention was to establish a com-
llection on that special subjec
that this new donor is being
establish a similar collection
nother branch of science.
form invaluable additions

libraxry resources, and adequate
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July 4th, 1928,

Dre Casey A. Wood,
Stenford University,
California.

Dear Sir:-

I beg to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of recent date with reference to
the Blacker Library.

I regret to have to tell yom
that there is on file in this office no letter
from lr, Blacker, though there is copy of a letter
of thanks from Sir Arthur to Mr, Blacker acknow-
ledging one dated December 5th,1927,., This corres-
pondence would naturally be kept in the Library
and I have communicated your wish to Miss Haddow,
All she has been 2ble to find on file is 2 letter
from yourself to Dr. Lomer of December 8th, and
I am enclosing herewith copy of this. I trust
it will give you the information you desire. If
not, please let me know and I shall do ny utmost
to procure what you desire.

I am glad to be able to tell
you that Sir Arthur®'s health is very much improved.
It is now a matter of following a very rigid diet
and taking a long rest. He sailed on the 28th of
June for England and expects to spend most of the
summer somewhere on the coast of Normandy or
Brittany. We are all looking forward to seeing
him return in September completely restored,

Yours faithfully,

Sesretary to the Princi




DR. CASEY WOOD
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
CALIFORNIA

Jecretary
ir Arthur Cueeie
neipal MeGill University

ntresl, Canads.

absence will you kindly give me by return of
T heve mislaid the notes dictated to me by Nr.

1

2 e Yok . ‘) y .
rni ] 3 gave I 8 1 :;t Qgorl i L8N (P VN
P Pasadens, Califeornie, when he gave his la a 5

4
01

: j B ki i 3
¥ill you please send me a copy of his letter,for my guldance in ordering W

books) and greatly oblige

Very sincerely yours

. Wreds

o e

In gour reply S tindly 4 me how Sir Arthur is progressing. We are all

enxious to know,




