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MEMORIES OF SCOTTISH SCENES AND SABBATIHS
MORE THAN FORTY YEARS AGO.

A CoyMyunIoN SanBaTH, with previous and subsequent services,
constituted a semi-anuual era of singularly solemn and memorable
interest in my early days,—so much so that I sometimes feel inclined
to conclude that “the former days were better than these ”’—that
more of heavenly unction distinguished the christianity of our
fathers than can be claimed for ours—that, in special, sacramental
seasons with thenr were of a more hallowed character than with us.
At the same time, I am well aware that this sentiment or opinion,
which not unfrequently obtrudes itself on me, may be indebted for
much of its force, if not for its very existence, to the searing and
deadening influence which years have exerted on my feelings.
However, that influence, if I am capable of judging, has not been
great, as T still feel youthful and fresh of heart, though my head,
alas, gives indubitable 1udications of age. But, let the case be as it
may, one thing is certain, viz., that the sacramental solemnities
witnessed by me in the days of yore, in the west of Scotland, con-
stitute at this distant day “green spots on memory's waste,” and I
firmly believe were Bethel scenes and seasons of high and boly
enjoyment to many of God’s people, of whom not a few have long
ago fallen asleep in Jesus, and some “remain unto this present.”

The church assembling in the Meeting House at C—— celebrated
the Lord’s Supper twice a year, viz., about mid-summer, and again
in the dead of winter. The services on these occasions were much
alike. The only distinction note-worthy, regarded the place where
the extra-Meeting House sermons were preached. On the summer
sacramental Sabbath, while the communion services were going
forward in the house, three or four sermons were preached in the
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open air on a beautiful Green in the immediate vicinity. But at the
wintor sacrament, strange to say, the parish Kirk was kindly
granted, after morning service, and I believe was better filled, and
honoured with better gospel preaching, on such occasions, than on
any Sabbath all the year round. A sort of heartless humdrum
morality constituted the staple of state-paid preaching in that and
in many other Kirks in Scotland at that period. It is said things
have changed for the better in this respect. Thanks to the provo-
cation of secession and dissent, which has saved from absolute
rottenness the Ecclesiastical Establishments of Britain ; though
little gratitude is felt, and less expressed, for this important service.

Some of the aged, who were privileged to spend their youth in
some corner of Scotland where the religious element predominated,
will bear me out in saying that the coming, sacrament threw its
solemn shadow over days and weeks before. Conduct, which at

. other times might be indulged in, not being deemed in itself sinful,
though bordering on levity or unlicensed enjoyment, was watchfully
avoided as the communion season drew on. The walk became more
careful. Mirth and everything that savoured of jollity were abjured
and banned in view of the pending solemnity. For a good while
previous, those that were candidates for the Church membership had
<veekly interviews with the minister,—interviews calculated to leave
a deep, serious impression on their minds. They, in general, walked
not only circumspectly, but tenderly, apparently bearing in wmind
“the dying of the Liord Jesus.” And as the time drew ncar, intend-
ing communicants, even those who lived most closely with God,
began as it were, to gather np their skirts—to “ gird up the loins of
their minds,” as their mental and spiritual habitudes, as might be
expected, had been less or more loosened, and, may be, had got a little
draigled amid the toil and moil of this trying world. They began
betimes to make ready for the right and profitable observance of the
feast, by more frequent searchings of heart, by more earnestness
in prayer, and by a more careful walk before the Lord, if not
before those that were without. Preparation-work began early,
and it became more earnest and assumed, more of outwardness
if not of actuality as the solemn season approached. The Sabbath
preceding was termed, by way of distinction, the Preparation Sab-
bath. Nor was this designation inappropriate, as the services in the
sanctuary had more or less of special reference to the sacramental
work of the following Sabbath. Then Thursday or Friday was set
apart for self-examination and humiliation. It was called, though
not with much propriety or truth, the Fast Day, as few, if any, literally
fasted thereon. Still, as I know, some conscientiously partook
but sparingly on that day of < the bread that perisheth,”—not more
than was deemed necessary to sustain nature under the rather long
journey to and from the house of God. I would here observe that
fasting is ab times an important religious duby, and, then, when
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voluntarily, conscientiously, and cordially observed, cannot fail to be
acceptable to God, and profitable to the soul. But periodicil and
statutory fasts, whether appointed by the Church or the State, are of
more than doubtful character. Is there not ground to fear that
such enactments have well nigh brought the religious duty of fasting
into contempt ? Yet there are many amongst us, who ought to know
better, and to act otherwise, not satisfied with God’s authority to
fast, seek, ahd are impiously fain to bave, governmental authorityfor
their abstinence, their humiliation and their thantsgiving. Would
that all such reflected on the following interrogatory and inspired
statement,— Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yours:lves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey ¥ As regards
sacred duties, christians should know no kicg but Jesus. as!
some there are who divide with another theit allegiance to Him,
though, in charity, we must suppose they wot it not. These remarks
may seem to some out of place in this narrative, but they are not
uncalled for in Canads.

On the sacramental fast day two sermons were preached by one or
two of the assistant ministers, And at the close of the service, after
earnest prayer for Divine direction, tokens of admission to the table
of the Lord on the coming sabbath were distributed to the members,
which, in the case of not a few, were evidently received with much
fear and trembling. The congregation again assembled for worship
on Saturday, when two sermons were usually preached. By this
time all the ministers who were to assist on the occasion had arrived.
Of such there were usually three and sometimes four. And it was
1o season of idleness or ease with them. Awmple work was found for
them all on Sabbath. After the dismissal of the congregation on
Saturday, the menibers of the church carefully and kindly invited to
their homes those who had come up from neighbouring congrega-
tions to celebrate with them the death of their common Lord. In
those days it was common for many of the really and devotedly
pious, wbo could at all command the time, to attend communions in
the surrounding country, in some cases ab great distances from their
homes. Tor sich an objeet the time spent was deemed no loss, and
the toil of travel was estimated lightly. Tove to Christ and desire
of fellowship with Him in His appointed ordinance of the Supper
made long roads short and rough roads smooth., When a mere boy
I have walked and run many miles early of a Saturday mctning to
bring back the horse that bore so far on his way, to a distant commu-
nion scene, & neéar and deservedly revered relative: Well do I
remeimber the terror experienced, while returning from one of these
sacred errands, on being overtaken, far from home and in a strange
pait of the country, by a terrible thunder storm, and having in
c¢harge a restive aiimal which my then puny arm was ill able either
to restrain or guide. The interchange of sentiment and the recipro-
cation of affection, at these sacramehtal seasoms, by christians



36 MEMORIES OF SCOTTISH SCENES AND SABBATHS.

residing fur apart, but then brought together were very pleasant and
no doubt very profitable. ~There is no friendship so holy, so close
and endearing as that .cherished by those who hold a common faith
and a common hope, The communion of saints is too little cul-
tivated, and seems to be but i}l understood.

On the sacramental Sabbath morning the members of the Church
who dwelt at a distance had to be very early astir, not merely because
worship commenced at the Meeting House an hour earlier than usual,
viz.. at ten .o’clock, but also because there were sacred duties, in
some measure peculiar to that duy, demanding their attention in the
morning ; such as re-examination of their spiritual state—of their
faith and love and obedignee. And there was a felt need for special
and earnest prayer that grace might be granted for the solemn work
which the day was to witness. I think there was more attention
paid to heart-preparation for communion work by christians of those
days than by the generality of professors now. The commemoration.
of Christ's death was deemed, and rightly, an act of worship and of
covenant engagement of the most august, important, and critical
character.  And verily there is no hypocrisy more dishcnouring
to the Saviour or more damaging to the soul,—no forswearing more
criminal, more searing, or more sad than that of which those are
guilty who sit down atl the table of the Lord, fully conscious that their
hearts are alicnated from God and from Christ, and destitute of all
desire for reconciliation. This isto lie to the Liord at His own table!
No wonder that He should be angry. Well might Paul varn profes-
sing christians of the guilt and danger of “eating and drinking
unworthily.”> True believers may often have fears,—may have a
faith so feeble that they can only touch the hem of ‘Christ’s garment
instead of grasping Him with giant grip, as His word warrants, and
yeb their hearts may be leal and loving the while, and they may be
welcome and favoured guests at His table. 'We believe that Christ
i3 never dishonoured by, or displeased with, those at Mis table who
have been drawn thither by the cords of love and impelled by His
authority,—who are there from a desire to love and honour Jesus,
no matter how feeble their faith, or how great their fears may be.
The Son of God is never “ trodden under foot by those who trem-
bling approach His table. Inasmuch as it is in their heart to do
Him honour, He will not spurn them away, no, nor hide His face
from them, nor allow them to leave unblessed.

As ten of the clock approaches numbers are pouring in from the
country, not only those who are wont to come thither to worship,
but strangers as well, many on foot, some on horseback, some in carts
and a few in more comfortable conveyances. And the townsfoll:
begin to move in family groups with silent tread toward the Meeting
House and the adjoining Green, the centre to which all tend on this
sacramental morn. It was an interesting sight, similar I ween,
though in winiature, to that which the approaches to Jerusalem, and



.

MEMORIES OF SCOTTISH SCENES AND SABBATHS. 37

the precinets of the Temple exhibited of old when the fribes of
Tsrael went up to celebrate one or other of the great annual festivals.

And surely there are many of God’s true Israel among those who are
wending thelr way, on this festival morning, to the house of God.

The members enter the Meeting Touse and as many of the adherents
as the place will hold,—perhaps about a thousand, when the passages
as well as the pews were filled. The remaining multitude gathered
around the tent on the Green, seating themselves on the grass or on
chairs and stools and plaunks, previously placed there, or, which was
not uncommon nor counted unseemly, carried in the hands or borne
on the shoulders of the worshippers as they came up. In the church
the worship began at ten precisely. There wag, if possible, a greater
solemuity than usual prevading the assembly. The stillness was
intense. And the eagerness of eye and ear was very observable.

All seemed conscious of their nearness to God,—that they were in
the very “gate of beaven,” and about to address themselves to a
work, than which there can be none more sacred engaged in by man
on this side of the Jordan of death, viz., the commemoration of the
death of God’s Son in the room of sinners. And the minister, M.

W-——, seemed to feel a hallowed influence more than ordinary.
There was singular unction cven in the reading of the psalm, and
still more in the prayer that followed the swelling song of praise sent
up by that great congregation. And in the sermon—the action
sermon it was called—he grew in earnestness and eloquence till he
bordered on the ‘region of rapture, and spoke like & man inspiced.
The text fchosen, on such an oceasion, was usually one that led
him direetly to the garden of Gethsemane, or to the hill of Calvary,
or to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, or to the Mount of Olives
by Bethany. And O, with what power and pathos he discoursed of
the love, and sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus. * Christ cru-
cified for our sins” constituted less or more of the theme of his
preaching on every Sabbath, but on the communion Sabbath it mizht
be snid to have been the beginning, the middle, and the ending of
his sermon,—it was throughout Christ’s dying love. And what
attention and interest the sermen excited! There might be, and

"doubtless were agitated bosoms, and moist eyes might be witnessed,

but a sleeper or even a listless look you had searched for in vain.

After the action sermon came ‘“the fencing of the tables,” a dis-
course of considerable length, in- which the minister endeavoured to
point out who were worthy, and who were not worthy, to take their
seats at the Lord’s table. This part of the service, when judiciously
performed, was highly beneficial in comforting those of tender con-
science and encouraging the timid, and also in warning the: presump-
tuous, the self-righteous and tlie immoral. As far as memory serves
T think, Mr W—— discharged this duty wisely and well. He was
a man of large heart, and of tender, Christ-like sympathies, and conld
by the grace of his Divine Master, ¢ comfort the cast down.” Bus
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it bas been.my lot to hear Zable fencings of most objectionable—of
most unchristian character. I have heard ministers so fence the
Lord’s table, by placing the ten commandments in. every avenue
leading to it, that, had not intending communicants known more of
the pardoning mercy and rich grace of God to the guilty, than the
ministers seemed to do, the Lord’s table would have been left without
a single guest. Cautions and warnings and aids to examination, are
necessary and all-important. But these should be given in the spivit
of the gospel, and in accordance with Scripture, and at some time
convenient previous to the dispensation of the Supper. It is by no
means & suitable time to debar, when the communicants have
already received tokens and are seated at the table.

The work of commuicating commenced when the fencing was
finished, and after the Scripture warrant for observing the ordinance
was read. Ther2 were two long narrow tables in front of the pre-
centor's desk, eovered with snow-white linen, at which the commu-
nicants took their seats. These tables would acecommodate rather
more than fifty persons at a time. The patriarchal elders gravely
walked round the tables, taking up the tokens from the parties seat-
ed thereat. And Mr. W—-—, the minister of the Church, addressed
and served the first table, speaking from ten to fifteen minutes before
distributing the elements, and about the same length of time after:
so that each table service occupied from twenty-five to thirty minutes
The remaining table services usually amounting to fourteen (the
membership was over 700) were conducted by the assistant ministers
in rotation, some of them addressing, perhaps, four or five tables or
sets of communicants. Between each table service a few verses of
a psalm, either the 103 or 105, were sung, and all but invariably to
the good old solemn air of Coleshill, 8 tune, which, this and other
sacred, as well as sad, associations have hallowed in my estimation.
I cannot but revere it apart from the merit of its musie, having in
youth heard it sung, year after year, by the great congregation round
the communion table, and oftener still by a happy housebold around
the holiest family altar at which it was ever mine to worship ; and
not unfrequently have I heard it chaunted by the dyingz saint and
the grief stricken group around his bed. :

‘While communion-work was proceeding in the Church, and it
usually continued till near seven o’clock at night, sermon after ser-
msn was being preached from the tent to listening hundreds on the
Green. There was no interwission of the service either without or
within doors; but there was often a good deal of movement between
the Church and the Green as some popular minister transferred his
services from the one place to the other, and a great many found it
necessary to retire into the town for a short time, for refieshment,
duving the day. But I am nof aware that any unseemly conduct
attended this., Seceder Sacraments were not suitable scenes for
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excess even with the godless, who attended the out-door preaching.
At these, the spiritual influences were too stroug te allow of such.

‘When the communion services had closed in the church, Mr. W——
addressed those who bad been at the table, and especially those who
had been there for the first time. These were the objects of his
anxious solicitude, These addresses were very memorable; they
were so parental, so tender, and so earnest. How he warned against
the temptations of the world, the deceitfulness of the heart, and
the wiles of Satan! Thus closed services than which I have never
witnessed any that exceeded in solemnity and heavenly charcter. No
doubt to multitudes it was an high day of holy enjoyment, strength-
ening them greatly for their future work and warfare, enabling
them to. *“go on their way rejoicing.” ’

I must remark, for the purpose of showing the great superiority
of simultaneous over sectional commuuion, that there was often
uncomfortable and very unseemly crowding and elbowing to get for-
ward to the tables. 1 haveseenit a perfect jam from the entrance to
the tables, all along the passes, and even to the outside of the door,
and that for kours and hours. Many having to remain thus pent up
during two or *hree table services, only being carried forward a little
ag each table w. dismissed. Such a position was very trying for
the aged and the 1eeble, especially females. And what was worse,
poor human nature was sowetimes like to rebel. Those who had
strong tempers aud weak graces could hardly bear with their breth-
ren who innocently trod on their toes or squeezed their sides. And
there was reason to fear that there were sometimes silent physical
repulsions not of the gentlest character. The arrangement was any-
thing but wise, unavoidably causing bodily discomfort and mental
distraction, when about to engage in a most solemn and sacred ser-
vice. Communicating simultaneously in the pews is a manifest and
great improvement, and now obtains in all churches whose affairs are
conducted judiciously.

At the conclusion of the pastor’s address to those who had com-
municated, to which 1 have already alluded, prayer was offered up,
and a portion of & psalm sung, after which the whole congregation
retired to the Gireen, where the closing sermon was preached, usnally
by one of the ablest and most acceptable of the assistant ministers.
‘Fhe audience now was very large. I have seen numbers of the
loafers and godless gentry of the town listening in groups at the
outskirts of the crowd. The evening sermon was often of striking
and stirring character, and remembered and spoken of long after.
The preacker no doubt went up well prepared. And the opportunity
was the best the duy afforded for proclaiming the gospel, at least as
far as numbers were concerned. It afforded a fine opportunity,
such as an apostle would have hailed and improved. I haveno doubt
many souls were brought to Christ, and many built up in Christ on
that lovely green. Many, many a glorious gospel sermon was preached



4
40 SIZE OF PRESBYTERIES.

there. It was, I think, inone of these sacramental eveningsermons at
C—, preached by Dr. James Hallof Edinburgh;, who had in foriner years
been minister of the congregation, that I first heavd Heber’s beauiti-
ful missiopary hymn, commencing with the lines,

“Trom Grc’cn]nnd’s icy montaifis,
XFrom lndia’s coral strand.”

The Dr. quoted the hymn with great effect, toothless as he then was.
I believe 1t had been but recently published. Its beauty arrested
the attention of some who heard it from the lips of the Doctor. He
was applied to for o copy. From that time it became a familiar and
& favourite in the: quarter, and perhaps tended to awaken ad cherish
a missionary spirit in more than one individual. The singing of the
psalm at the close, by such a multitude in the open air, as the sun
was sinking beneath the horizon, and the faint shades of a summer’s
evening threatening soon to descend, had a strangely subduing and
soothing effect on the mind. Some of my readers, who have listened
to a worship-song by a vastiassembly in the open air as evening set
in, must bave felt, what lack of utterance prevents me describing.
The benediction was pronounced and the work of the day ended.
The worshippers retire and proceed to their homes, musing we may
charitably suppose, on what they had that day heard of the word of
life, and done out of love to their Lord, and in obedience to His
command. And would not thanksgiving ascend that night from
many a closet and many a family -altar for the privileges and enjoy-
ments of such a day. "What would I give to enjoy again one such
day ! But ah! I am now far from the place where, and the time when
such a day as I have attenipted to describe, was last witnessed and
enjoyed by me. Small likelihood there is that I shall ever again see
the sacred spot, and I dare not even hope to witness a similar scene,
or oue in all respects to me so deeply interesting. R. Y.

T

SIZE OT PRESBYTERIES.

Among the arrangements necessary in eonneetion with the Union
soon to be effected, the adjustment of Presbyteries is of considerable
importance. Some steps have already been taken towards this
object, but nothing is yet settled, and opinions on the subject are
requested. The circumstances of a district sometimes require that
a Presbytery should be more or less extensive than would otherwise
be desirable, but I beg to say that the size of Presbyteries is a matter
of mo small consequence, ana that some sacrifices should be made in
order to secure advantageous dimensions. REither a very large, or a
very small, Presbytery is a great evil, and here, as in many otler
cases, ,extremes meet. Paradoxical as i5 sounds, yet experience
proves it to be true, that a very large Presbytery is, for many useful
purposes, often a very small one.

The evils of a diminutive Presbytery present themselves to every
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one and need scarcely-be pointed out  Its decisions can carry with
them no weight nor authority. If one Minister happen to hold
a peculiar opinion, and if his IJider concur with him, a unanimous
deliverance may be obtained in favor of a piece of folly or extrava-
gance. The Moderator, it will be recollected, has ouly a easting
vote, and very likely only other two members, probably both from
the same sesuvion, ave present. What coufidence can one have in a
Probationer licensed by such a Presbybery 2 What weight can
reasonably be attached to.their trial, approval, and ordination of a
Minister ? Or is any troublesome case that may arise, at all likely
to be settled by a judgment given by them ?  Clearly the deed of a
good Session, consisting of a Minister and probably half a dozen
Elders, is in everything but the nane, far more valuable, and ought to
be far more eflective, than the deliverause of what is called the
Superior Court. 'Were not the matter too serious, it would provoke
ridicule to read an extract from their Minutes.  As , on the
—— day of ——, the Presbytery of —— met and was constituted.
Present, &e.  Inter alia, Resolved so and so.”” Then, in addition to
all this, if a Minister die, or be removed, the Presbytery itself is
apt to become defunct. This, it is well known, is no fancy picture.
Let an effort, then, be made to avoid having Presbyteries with high-
sounding designations, but, in every other respect, almost imper-
ceptibly minute. -

But let us not rush into the opposite extreme. Several of the
Presbyteries I know of are guite inconveniently large. In reality
they are Synods, and not properly Presbyteries at all. Their con-
nection with a Synod, of which each of them forms so inordinate a
portion, is plainly liable to objection, and is sowmetimes apt to give
rise to complaint. A considerable part of Presbyterial business—
business of a kind br no means attractive, but which it deeply eon-
cerns the Church to have diligently, painfully, and thoroughly per-
formed—such business is scarcely engaged in by these Presbyteries
ab all, but is almost wholly assigned to committees. These com-
mittees meet privately, and of the attendance, the less that is said
the better. The work is often that of an individual. In one of
these mammoth Presbyteries I have heard trial discourses delivered
before the Moderator, the Clerk, and an Elder. The explanation is
casy. Where so many interests are concerned some exciting ques-
tion will ever and anon be springing up. That naturally takes pre-
cedence. DMany members have many miuds, and probably male
many speeches ; and there being often a cousiderable audience, there
is a temptation to be eloquent which some caunot resist. The c¢on-
sequence is that a long, animated, and exbausting debate ensues.
The first sederunt is thus wholly oceupied, and there being only
routine business (thovgh a great deal of that) for the evening, the
members go home and leave scarcely a quorum to huddle up work
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fully sufficient for & day. Wherever there is a verylarge Presbytery
more or less of this will almost certainly be the consequence.

I shall not presume to name the proper number for a Presbytery,
but I venture to think that one containing fewer than ten pastoral
charges is rather small, and I feel confident that more than twenty
are not at all desirable. R.

MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. MURRAY, OF BLENHEIM.

 She hath done what she could.”—LUKE.

In the Magazine for August last a short notice of this Christian lady,
who died on the 20th of June, 1860, was given, with a few references to
her pious and benevolent character.* But a somewhat longer and fuller
account of what she was in principle and in action is justly due to her,
and may be blessed for good to others still on the stage of life, by showing
how Christian professors, female as well as male, ought to live, not unto
themselves, but unto God and Christ, and for doing good to all, according
as they have opportunity. In these respects, Mrs. Murray, without any
obfrusiveness, and in the privacy of a retired life, was an eminent pattern
for imitation. She exemplified in no ordinary degree what a Minister’s
wife, in her proper sphere of acting for the spiritual welfare of others,
should be,—thus proving how great a help she may be in the work of the
Gospel, like those excellent women among the first Christians, of whom
the Apostle Paul speaks in terms of high commendation, such as Priscilla,
the wife of Aquila, Dorcas, Lydia, and others. For steady, unwearied
zealousness in good works, despite of all obstacles and discouragements,
Mrs. Murray was remarkable ; and it would be a great pity if the remem-
brance of what she was as a real working Chistrian, without any ostentation,
should speedily pass away, and its influence cease with her consignment
to the grave. It is for such reasons as these that the writer of tliis sketch
of her *““manner of life,” and who had the privilege of knowing her well,
now attempts to delineate a plain unvarnished portraiture of her excellent
character.

She was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1811, and spent her youthful
days in that city. Her parents were Mr. James Shaw, connected with a
mercantile house, and Agnes Dron, both of them characterized by mental
worth and Christian godliness, adorning the doctrine of God their Saviour
in all things. Mr. Shaw died before the birth of his youngest son ; and
his widow, a few years ago, fell a victim to Asiatic cholera, in one of its
visitations to CGlasgow. Two sons, highly respectable, and one daughter,
still survive. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw were members of the Secession con-
gregation in Glasgow, of which the Rev. Dr. Mitchell, distinguished for
piety and amiableness, as well as talents and acquirements, was long the
much esteemed Minister ; and also in his latter yeaxs, associated with that
eminent man, the Rev. Dr. John Dick, as joint professor in the Theologi-
cal Hall of the United Secession Church. It was under Dr. Mitchell’s
valuable pastorate that Miss Jane Tully Shaw, and her future husband,
Mr. George Murray, were trained, and imbibed that missionary spirit
which brought them to Cavada. The mission to this Province, by the

* We wish to adhere to the rule of having, in the Magazine, only one memoir of ono
person, except perhaps in very extraordinary cases. We hope our readers will excuse our
yiclding to importunity, in admitting this second article—ED,
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United Secession Church, was inauguratedin 1832, when the Rev. Messrs,
Proudfoot, Robertson, and Christie (the latter the sole survivor) were sént
out ; and in the begiuning of 1833, Mr. Murray, having been licensed to
preach the Gospel, offered himself to the work in Canada ; was ordained
in Dr. Mitchell’s church, and with his newly married wife, partaking with
him a strong desire to carry the Gospel of Jesus to British emigrants,
sailed for Canada.

Having arrived safely at Montreal, where they tarried a short time,
they proceeded to Kingston ; made a brief sojourn there ; and then, it
being judged that the best general field for the mission was still farther
westward, they went on, till Mr. Murray took up & sphere of operation
intermediate between what had already been occupied by Messrs. Proud-
foot and Christie respectively. Here he laboured, with much acceptance,
over a wide extent of country, and was instrumental in forming and
building up congregations in West Dumfries, Paris, Mount Pleasant,
Burford, Woodstock, Blenheim, the latter locality becoming the family
homestead, and where Mrs. Murray finished her earthly course last
summer. Having thus brought her to the main scenes of her labours
and trials (and they were neither few nor small) for twenty-six years, we
shall briefly describe her in the Christian career which she so faithiully
and honourably ran.

From first to last she acted in an eminent degree as the wife and help-
mate of a Missionary Minister. The broad and firm basis on which the
superstructure of her character rested was a sincere vital piety, for which,
under the grace of God, she was much indebted to the religious instruction
and good example of her parents. Piety was the pervading element of
her mind and conduet, and no cne could be any time in her company
without seeing evidences of this. In the closet she was a woman of
prayer ; out of it, she was ever ready to speak of Christ, and for Christ ;
and to show that the inferests of his cause in the world, and the prusperity
of his Church, as his own appeintment for diffusing the blessings of
salvation and holiness among mankind, Jay very near her heart. From
the abundance of her heart did her mouth speak, and many were the
earnest words she uttered in favor of the truth as it is in Jesus, whom she
loved, desiring exceedingly that others also might love, and serve, and
enjoy Him.

This stage of the narrative may be the best place for stating that Mrs.
Murray was by no means exclusively or unduly devoted, in her activities,
to spiritual things. She was no mere religious sentimentalist. She was
eminent for her industry, and looked well to the ways and interests of
her houschold. She was a striking exemplar of what Paul enjoins on all
Christiaus, but to which many d- not properly come up,—** Not slothful
in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” These important char-
acteristics of a complete Christian she w 1 exhibited in combiuation. By
ker labour and skilful management a vast deal was done for the comfort
of the family, and for taking no small part in good-doing generally.
Indeed, she often wrought far beyond her strength, and thus impaired
her constitution. But hers was one of those fervid spirits that cannot
take fhings easily, or proceed by halves. Whatever she did was done
““with her might.” Her childven also were irained up in the same active
habits ; while with equal energy she did her utmost, by instruction,
persuasion, and constant prayer on their behalf, to have them ranked
among Christ’s decided followers in early life. Nor was her labour in
this most important respret in vain ; and she had the happiness of seeing



44 MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. MURRAY.

her offspring, two sons and three daughters, giving hopeful promise of
walking in her footsteps o heaven. May this pleasing expectation be
finally realized. .

In the Sabbath school she took her full share in labowring to instil
Gospel truth aud saving lessons into the hearts of the young ; with what
suceess the great day will declare. For at least twenty years there had
been a Branch Rible Society in the locality,—Mr. Murray and she werve
very zeadous fur its interests, and were liberal contributors according to their
means.,  Moreover, the names of their children were enrolled in the mem-
bership as suon as they were capable of understanding the duty of giving
aid in dissvininating the Holy Scriptures ab home ana abroad. The
Blenheim Bible Association ever appeared honourably in the Reports of
the Upper Canada Bible Society.

In her daily walk of life there were two respects in which Mrs. Murray
was always assiduous, to be of service to thusearcund her, and that within
1o small circle.

She was ever ready to bestir herself with an earnest will for the bodily
henetis of her fellow -creatures neceding help.  Were any sick? No matter
whether they were of her .communion or not, she was prompt to visit
them ; to sit by them ; to put forth her active hands to do what she conld
for them ; and {o address to them words of spiritual counsel. and divection,
vointing them to Hix who came to seek and save thelost.  Her attendance
and services in the sick-room were abundant ; she sparved neither futigue,
nor time, nor aught she conld give in the shape of medicine or cordial, to
administer relief to the distressed, and medical men often acknowledged
that her doings were of great value.

On one occasion she gave an extraordinary manifestation of benevolent
courage. ‘When Asiatic cholera was stalking over some parts of this land,
as it did more than once, & poor Spaniard with his wife had come to the
neighbourhond, and was seized by that appalling malady, in its worst
type.  Withont any hesitation or quailing, Mrs. Murray went to the house
where ho was prostrated in agony, while strong men durst not enter.
Althonigh herseli feeble in health at the time, she spent a whole day in
strenuous cxertions for saving the life of the stranger ; administering to
him the medicines which the physician prescribed, assisting his wife in
rubbing the cramped limbs, and in applying hot cloths to the stomach,
until at length the violens symptoms were subdued. She then vetired to
her own domicile, greatly exhausted. In a few days the man was on his
fect again, and gratefully acknowledged that to her he was in a great
measure indebted for his rescue from the grasp of death.

Knowing that the redemption of immortal souls is precious beyond
everything else, she put forth special diligence in making excusions into
this momentous depariment of usefulness. Here also she did not spare
hersclf in going from house to house, wherever there was » call or an
opening in the solemn duty of caring for souls. She sought their eternal
ood in o variety of ways; pavticularly, by commending the Scripiures to
the people, advising than to have good readalle copies of God’s Word in
their dwellings, and o peruse them prayerfully; and by distributing
religious tracts and books. When about six orseven years agn she became
acquainted with the Presbyterian Board of Publication at Philadelphia,
she infmediately put a high appreciation on the varions productions of
that institution, and entered with great enthusiasm into the promoting of
its noble designs. Indeed, this was done by the whole family; and if
every Minister's family, and all the professedly pious fanmilies belonging to
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our Churches, were to do likewise, what an immense amount of spiritual
light would he sent abroad from numerous centres here and there, helping
on the much needed illumination of the land, and the great purposes fov
which we came into it as a Christian mission, Thus the ** missing links”
in the chain of operations for extending sound knowledge and its hallowed
fruits over Canada would be multiplied, and the Lord’s work made to
progress mueh faster.  Nong might do more in this respeet than women
professing godliness, going forth with warm hearts and winning tongues,
saying to young and old, “O, taste and sec that Godis good.” s,
Murray experienced much delight in making known and cuculating the
valuable works of the Board which has beenreterred to ; not o few of them
were purchased for family use, orforgiving away.  She had great pleasure |
in obtaining from time to time parcels of the Board’s estimable tracts and
others, and in scattering them as hopeful seed ; for wherever veal seed is
sown it will in some measure and in due time yield suitable fruit.  On the
evening of the day on which she was overteken by her last illness, she had
tieen engaged in serious conversation with a person who had called, res-
pecting the subject of a tract which they had been cousidering. She for
years gave a large part of her activity to difiusing the Sabbath School
Visitor, a periodical for the young, cmanating irom the Board. She
exerted hersclf to introduce it into familics outside of the Sabbath school,
and one year no less than one hundred copics passed through her hands
twice a month, with not a little of what some would call trouble, but
which to her was ““a work of faith, and labour of love.”

Connected with her and the Visifor a singulaly intevesting incident
occurred. A few miles off there was a small villuge, to which she some-
times went in her rounds of beneficence, and in it there was a family the
pavents of which held iho deadly night-shade prineiples of Tniversalism,
that daring system which maintains that all, whatever has been their
character, shall be forever happy. A Doy in this family was in a dying
condition. Mrs. Muwray was providentially led to the house ; conversed
and prayed with the sinking youth, read and explained to him an article
in a Fisitor she had with her, entitled ¢ Come to Jesus.” It was blessed
to him as a message of salvation, and appeared to have Lecn applied o
his heart by the Spirit of God. He kept the esteemed paper beside him
on his death-bied ; read ** Come to Jesus” again and again with inteuse
satistaction ; and when his last hour arrived, and he was speecldess, he
emphatically pointed to *¢ Come to Jesus,” saying by his looks, to those
avound lis couch, ¢ See what a Saviour T have found—0Oh, take him to be
your Saviour ! ” ~ A deep impression was made on the minds of the parents.
Mrs. Murray was always welcome to their abode, and her words were
listened to with the utmost attention. Somuch were these parents struck
with admiration of the humble paper which had brought salvation to
their dying son that they requested it might be sent to them regularly,
and this was done. Who knows but that the scene with which it was
associated in their minds has proved the means of leading them alzo to
Jesus, to save them from their sins, and to give them an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified by faith in Him. What encowragement
should such events, which cause great joy to the angels of heaven, hold
out to every Christian to go forth bearing precious seed, and sowing it,
believing that bye and bye he v. - shall reap—perhaps a harvest of souls

—and even the saving of one sowl is worth a whole life-time spent in
going about doing good.*

* Asasignal pattern of great devotedness to good works of a pious and benevolent kind,
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But we must bring this sketch of our departed sister in Christ, asa
truly carnest Christian, to a finish,

On the evening of Monday the 11th January, epilepsy suddenly came
on her, which she had never experienced before, and her medical attendant
ascribed it to debility. She rallied, and for several days seemed recover-
ing. But in course of Monday the 18th, there were two slight returns of
the trouble. Still the doctor apprehended no immediate danger, and
thought she might get round. But it appears that she herself was antici-
pating dissolution. On Sabbath the 17th, awaking out of a sleep, she
said to her eldest daughter that she felt exceedingly happy, her heart being
so filled with love to Christ ; and that now she was prepared to part with
them all, having en assured hope that she would meet them in heaven.
The rest of the conversation was in the same strain.

As there was no visible indication that death was approaching, Mr.
Mourray, on the 19th, went to Woodstock, to fulfil his duties as Chairman
of the Board of Education in the County of Oxford, and had to remain
over night. That evening, at family worship, which was never omitted,
she joined in singing, with a clear exultant voice, the 13i3th psalm.

“Praise God; ye servants of the Lord,
O praise, the Lord’s name praise.

Yea, blessed be the name of God,
From this time forth always.

Prom rising sun, to where it scts,
God's name iy to be praised.

Above all nations God is high,
’Bove heav’ns his glory raised !

But her final day on earth, the 20th, came, and in the evening she had
a fourth attack, which, though apparently gentle, had been commissioned
to break the wheel at the cistern of vitality. Consciousness was restored
for a little, and she complained, as formerly, of an acute pain in her
head. Speedily she sank into & profound calm ; fell asleep in Jesus, and
her Spirit departed to be with Him till the resurrection morn, when the
dust of His redeemed shall be awakened {0 a glorious immortality, and
¢¢ death shall be swallowed up in victory.”

Thus she died, in the 49th year of her age ; an event at which it might
well be said—

“ Go, spirit of the sainted dead,
Go, to thy leng’d for happy home :

The tears of man are o'er thee shed;
The voice ot angels bids thee come,

If life be not in length of days,

Tu silvered locks, and furrowed brow,
But living to the Saviour's praise,

How few have lived so long as thou.”’

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
¢ Blessed are tho dead which die in the Lord, froma henceforth, yea, saith
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their works do
follow them.” Reader, this is personal practical Christianity, with its
éternal results—the only Christianity that will be of any avail Iet it
be your Christianity, if you would liveo usefully and happily, die safely, and
be forever blessed. A K.

the attention of our female readers is directed to a very interesting small volume published
by the Presbyterian Board, entitled, “ The Llect Lady, a Memoir-of Mrs. Susau Cathering
Bett» There are many other similar books of high excellence in print, wortby of practical
study. Cbristian women bave often been farahead in well-doing.
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Revicws of Boasks.

Tae CriLpren’s Crurck AT HowmEe ; or, Family Services for the
Lord’s Day. By toHE REv. Joun Epmono, Islington, f.ondon.
16mo. pp.409. London: Nelson and Sons; Toronto: James
Campbell, 1861.

Most of our readers, we suppose, will recognize the author as
lately one of the U. P. Ministersin Glasgow, and formerly at Denny-
loanhead in Stirlingshire. He has just been translated to the Metro-
polis with the view of giving animpulse to our cause in that great
centre of population, where Scotsmen abound, bub where many of
them have forsaken the church of their fathers, and, it is feared, are
living really in the neglect of religion altogether. Weare delighted
to hear that Mr. Edmond has made 2 most encouraging commence-
ment, and we fondly anticipate that large permanent success which
has hitherto, under Grod’s blessing, attended his ministry. He is
already favourably known as an author both in prose and verse, ard
the present publication, we are sure, willadd greatly to his celebrity.
Our church had the honour of presenting to London its most distin-
guished preacher to children, in the person of the late lamented
Dr. Fletcher, and there seem indications that she may again supply
the vacant place by the author of this w.ck.

The volume before us, which is got up in the handsome, tasteful
style in which the publishers are well known to lay themselves so
successfully out, contains twenty-six short services, intended for
Sabbath reading in the family, and especially adapted to the young.
Each consists of two Lessons from Scripture, a Hymn, a Sermon, a
Hymn and a Prayer. All these pieces are kept within narrow com-
pass, and from their interesting matter and lively manner, are not at
all likely to exhaust the attention. "We very cordially give the book
our high commendation. It bas many excellencies. It is replete
with sound evangelical sentiment, always duly accompanied by prac-
tical application. There isa genial, kindly spirif, pervading the whole.
It is entirely free from narrowness and sectarianism; and the style,
so far as we have observed, while pure and elegant, is remarkable for
clearness and simplicity.” Indeed, the author seems just like an
accomplished and pious father falking to his cbildren around the
table, We are glad to understand that another similar volume may
sﬁon be expected. The two will afford services for every Sabbath in
the year.

The following, which is the introduction to one of the sermons,
and is taken almost at random, will serve as a specimen, and, we hope,
occasion & desire to see the whole :

¢ Did you ever see a serpent? Happily, our country is greatly rid of
such poisonous reptiles ; but in some districts several sorts of them are
still to-be fqund. Every now and then in the newspapers you will see an
accouht of somebody being bit by erie, I remémber secing them in the
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moors and mosses when I was a boy; and once, I recollect, running
rapidly acvoss the heath, I was just about to set my foot upon an adder
as it lay coiled round in a 'little sandy hollow. I remember with what a
shudder I leaped from the spot. If you ever saw 2 serpent you cannot
have forgotten its appearance. There is something about it with its Iong,
shining, scaly, speckled body, its small head, and twisting motions, that
makes 1t both beautiful and fearful. The missionary Joftat tells a story
about an encounter with a snake, frightful to read. He was out shooting,
to get food, in the junglo, when he saw glaving out of a thicket two red
balls that he knew to be the cyes of a tiger. He was near enough to be
within reach of the creature’s spring, and durst not turn his back, or it
would have leaped upon him at once. As he stepped cautiously back, to
get out of reach, his eyes fixed on the tiger, to prevent its springing, he
felt his foot tread upon some soft object, and then was conscious of some-
thing slowly winding round his leg. It was a large serpent preparing thus
to bite him. He managed to turn the muzzle of his gun to its head, and
shot it dead. The report scaved the tiger, aud it slunk away. What a
narrow escape he had, and how valuable was his presence of mind! Our
lesson from the Old Testament tells us a very interesting story about
serpents.  Let us call up the incidents; They will lead us to the text. The
people of Israel were travelling through the desert, and got very weary
and discouraged from the natwre of the road. The burning sands were
under their feet like ashes, the sun was hot overhead, and they were
ready to faint with the toil. They began to think they would have been
botter in Egypt, quite forgetting the task-masters and the slavery, and
very thanklessly complained against God. They could not beax the very
manna he rained on them from heaven. They wanted other bread. God
heard them, and was displeased, and sent serpents to bite them. They
were fiery flying serpents. They were red-coloured, and moved about,
not by crawling on the ground merely, but by taking leap after leap
through the air. They bit a great many people, and as their bite was very
venomous, the people died. Then, as is common with the people still,
when they are sick or in pain they began to think of their sin, and to
cry to God. He heard their prayers as he had heard their murmurs,
and he was pleased to deliver them. DBut he did not send the serpents
away. He told Moses to make a serpent of brass, an image of the
very creaturc that was killing them, and to raise it high up in the
middle of the camp, on a pole like a flagstaff; and to send word through
all the tents that if any one bitten by a serpent would twn his eye to the
brazen serpent he would be cared. Moses did this; and when the people
heard the prociamation, they looked and lived. That was a very wonder-
ful way of saving from death ; and Jesus, as we read in oursecond lesson,
tells us that we are to be saved from sin and hell in the saee way. We
are to look to Jesus, lifted up on the cross, to give useverlasting life. The
text bids us do this-also, and I wish now to explain to you what the
look means, and how it saves.”

NEGro STAVERY UXJUSTIFIABLE; @ Discourse BY THE LATE REV.
AxrrxanpEr McLrop, D.D., Pastor of the first Reformed Pres-
byterian Ohurch, New York. Svo. pp. 46. New York: Ales-
ander MecLeod. Toronto: James Bain. 1860.

This sermon may be regarded as a literary curiosity. It was
preached and published in 1802, ran through nine editions, and now
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appears in a tenth, being evidently resuscitated by the present
peculiar circumstances of the United States. We must candidly
admit that there are some portions of it to which we cannob sub-
seribe. The reasoning of the worthy author does not always appear
to us quite conclusive. Bub we admire at once the ability and the
enrnestuess he displays. "We entirely sympathize with bim in his
heart-batred of slavery, and considering that he wrote fifty-eight
*years ago, which on a multitude of social and moral questions, wasa
time of ignorance contrasted with the present, it is impossible not
to wonder at the clear and decided views he entertained, and the
manful, noble exhibition he made of them when there must have
been few to homologate his sentiments.

The text is Exodus xxi. 16, which is held to jmply. that * the
practice of buying, holding, or selling our unoffending fellow crea-
tures as slaves is immoral;” and the plan of the discourse is “tb
confirm the doctrine of that proposition—to answer objections to it
—and malke some practical inprovement of it.”> When addressing
persons like-minded with us, all this is an easy task, and we pro-
nounce it to be far more than accomplished. Some passages are
exceedingly pungent and forcible. The following, we should think,
must be peculiarly stinging in the States at present : —

““ Nations, as such, have no existence in a future state : they mwust
expect national judgments in the present. Distributive justice will mea-
sure their punishment according to their eriminality. O America, what
hast thou to account for on the head of slavery ! Thou alone, of all the
nations now on earth, didst commission thy delegates, in peace, and in
security from the over-awing menaces of a tyrant, or of factions, to form
thy Constitution. Thou didst possess, in a peculiar sense, the light of
reason, of science, of revelation, of past argumentation, and of past
experience. Thou hadst thyself formerly condemned the principle, and,
in the most solemn manner made an appeal to Heaven for the justice of
thy cause. Heaven heard, and answered agreeably to thy wishes. Yet
thou didst contradict a principle so solemnly asserted. Thou hast made
provision for increasing the number and continuing the bondage of thy
slaves. Thy judgments may tarry, but they will assuredly come.”

Attention is at present fixed on South Carolina. The su‘bjoined
clause from the Constitution of that State, adopted in 1790, will
interest, and we hope, horrify our readers :—

‘¢ No person shall be eligible to a seat in the House of Representatives
unless he is a free white- man. If a resident in the election district, he
shall not be eligible to a seat in the House -of Representatives unless he
be legally seized and possessed, in his own right, of a settled freehold
estate of five hundred acres of land, and TEN NEGROES.”

- A number of sermons have lately been preached and published in
the States, on the subject of Slavery. A very remarkable one was
delivered by the Rev. B. M. Palmer, D.D,, in the First Presbyterian
Church, New Orleans on Thursday 29th November. The author
asks, what is the providential trust, at this juncture, committed to the

Vor. VIIL E '
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people of the South ? and replies, “T answer that it is fo conserve
and to perpetuate the institution of domestic slavery as now existing.”
He says also, “ Without determiniiig the question of duty for the
future generations, I simply say that for us, as now situated, the duty
is plain of conserving and transmitting the system of slavery with
tho freest scope for its natural development and extension,”” He
adds :—* Doty to ourselves, to our slaves, to the world, and to
Almighty God, establishes the nature dnd solemnity of our present’
trust, to preserve and transmit our present system of domestic
servitude; unchanged by man to go and root itself wherever Provi-
dence and nature may carry it.” The Princefon Review, from
which these extracts are taken, says :— Such a doctrine propounded
by 2 man puré in character, eminent in talents, and elevated in

osition, must have been hailed almost as a révelation from heaven.”
The Dean of 'Westminster holds that miracles may be wrought in
gupport 6f a communication froty a different region. Were we to
‘hear such sentiments as Dr. Palmer’s, uttered with the tongue appar-
ently not of a inan, but of an angel, we should be apt to suspect
that he was an angel from beneath. But Dr. McLeod’s sermon
breathes the true celestial spirit, and it we cordialy recommend. In
taking leave of it we may say that we are very fardrom approving
“the leading characteristic of the ecclesiastical polity of the Reformed
Presbyterians, which not only maintains the alliance of church and
-state, but makes the latter the subordinate and the tool of the
former. 1Itis a glorious distinetion, however, of that denomination,
"and we believe of one or two others, not to have a single slave-
holder in communion, )

+The people of the States are nsturally very sensitive when
addressed by foreigners,respeeting the “ domestic institution.” ‘Would
they but listen to their own poet Longtellow :—

“There i3 2 poor blind Samson in the land
Shorn of his'st¥ength,'and bonnd-in bands of steel,
Who may in'some grim revel raise his hand
And shake the pillars of the Commonwealth,
'241] the vast teniple of- our liberties
A shapeless mass of Wreclg and rubbish leave.”

Should:s war eusue between the North and the South, the supposition,
we fear, will become a reality.

Fisstonary Futelligenie,

JAMACIA—REVIVAL OF RELIGION,
The following letters, conveying the very gratifying intelligeiice that & gracious
revival had commeneed in'the western and southern 'parts of Jamaiea, and was
+ spreading over the islaud With great rapidity, reached Edinburgh op the 8rd -of
December, and wera read to the Committee on Foreign Missions, at their meeting
on that day. The members felt, when they heard them, that their proper attitude
ras thiat of Praise and supplication ; :an'd hendé they engaged-in prayer, the Rev.
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Dr, Peddic lending-their devotions, thanking God for this gracious interposition,
and beseeching him.to.direct:and extend the -movement, and to strengthen his
servants there for the specialiduties and labours to which they may be called.
We have no-doubt that our-renders will receive these uotices with similar interest,
and unite with the members of the'Board of Missions ia thanksgiving and prayer.

The Rev, James Watson, Kingston, says, on 6th November:—* You will have
glad tidings, by this packet; of the -commencement of a revival among the
churches in the western and southern parts of this island. It bas begun among
the Moravian churches in Manchester, and is rapidly extending ameng all deno-
minations. We have long looked and prayed for a few drops of that blessed
shower that has fallen so ‘sbundantly on some portions of the church at home, and
T hope that now we ave about to receive an answer. The leading features of this
revival are strong convictions-of sin, accompanied with open avowal and confes:
sion. People:are struck down, and remain for hours, and even days, in the deep-
est-distress.” -

- The Rev. Jobn Canmpbell, of Lucea, snys, on 7th November.:—* You will be
delighted to learn that Jamaics is being even now visited in much merey with
showers of the divine blessing. The day of revival,.-for which so many hearts
have been 50 enrnestly pantingiand proying, seems now to:be: dawning upon us,
and indeed the light of the Son of Righteousness appears tobe already brightly
shining on some favoured spots. The'copy of.a letter, which I enclose, written
hy a.member of the Lucea church, who was ecalled, a few days ago, to pass
through one of the favoured-districts, and who so-vividly narrates what he wit-
nessed there; will, I am sure, greatly interest you, and show you that our
gracious God is indeed. working mighty moral miracles in this land in the name
of his holy child, Jesus. The movement is spreading with immense rapidity.
Brownsville, which-is‘about fifteen or twenty miles from the distriet particularly
referred to in the-letter, has been visited ina wonderful and most gracious man-
ner. At .Lucea we have not yetihad apy such.striking manifestations as have
been' yguchsnfed elsewhere; but there are many ‘very decided tokens for good.
There 152 spirit .all abroad of very deep solemnity, humble -expectation, and
earnest.prayer. In many cases thevs is mueh fear and trembling. The-Spirit of
God, I doubt not, is convincing multitudes of sin, of righteow.ess; and .of
judgment, I never addressed such a congregation as I was privileged to preach
to on Sabbath last.at Lucea—all:hushed into the most solemn silence, and many
secretly sobbing.and weeping,.as they were directed to ook to him whom they
bad pierced, and to mourn. Yesterday I-was called:to go town distriet about four
miles from:Lucen;:alled Dundee Penn, whore I found pot-less-than 150 . persons
gathered togéther«from a not very populous:neighbourliood,.all-ini a state..of the
deepest unxiety and concern nbout. their souls, and many of them weeping with
emotion, and erying aloud, *God be merciful to me.a sinner” At -the prayer-
meeting-at Ludea last night (Tuesday), there' were about 300 persons of all
denominations—an -unparalleled circumstance~~and: the spirit of prayer -was
evidently largely-bestowed: - There:is to be a similar meeting this evening, and
itis probable that the;attendance will be even greater. God is evidently working
in. our midst, and itiis our confident-expectation that.he is-about to- work mightily
in the conversion of the.ungodly ag:well asin the . quickening.of his own people.
I have not yet seen any cases-of persons tstruck:dowd;,’.aud in.convulsions ander
a sense of 'their.sins ; but these, I believe, have: beehnumerous .at+Brownsville,
andiin some other.parts. Theswork; howeverj from-what-I .have alrendy seen, I
am quite satisfiedrisithe wotk of God;andris'being verywidely diffnsed  Ohthat
all our.stations, andithe_whole:Jand, -may" be.gracionsly -visited. in this:day-.of
God’s saving power! . Yourwillipray for uis; thit wermay- be favoured with-all:the
wisdom, and:prudence, and graceswhich we so much need:in-the deeply sinterest-
ing circumstances.in:which. we.dre:now:placed,and that we:may be sustainediand
strengthened under the.gxtraordinary. oxertions:to'swhich we: are now. called.”

Fztract. of @ Lettersof: aMemberiof.tha: Ghuvch -of ~Luces,. dated eSavinngda-
Jar, 80tk-October~+Therivriter-of thefollowing:leiteris & gedtlonan df eddcation,
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accustomed from his profession to sift evidence; and the scenes which he
descer:bea were geen by him unexpéetedly when on a journey through the district :—
T arrived here safely yesterday. You will be rejoiced to hear that our God
favoured me with the most delightful privilege of attending a meeting on the
way, in which the workings of his own Spirit were most powerfully apparent.
About 8 o'clock in the morning, as I was going down Haddo Hill, I saw unumber
of persons surrounding & small house about fifty yards from the roadside; and
within, the house.appeared.to be full, and they were singing'a hymn. I felt as
once constrained to join them, and in doing so was very greatly blessed in my
own soul. I observed persons in.all the.stages of convietion for sin, and of peace
found through Jesus' blood. Some were lying on the ground as dead. One
female was beating her brenst with her clenched fists,. exclaiming, ¢ O sinner! O
vile sinner I’ aud so forth. Inside the houee, a black man was standing before a
Jarge-sized open Bible, with a Wesleyan hymn book in his hand, conducting the
meeting. They ceased singing as I came up, and made room for me to enter—
the man inviting me alongside of him. I, however, stood at the dcor, and asked
them to finish their hymn; and, while.they sung another veree, I had an oppor-
tunity of collecting my thoughts, and also of looking round on the faces of the
people. Their countenances beggar description, 1 never saw, I never expected
to see, anything like it. O beautifully, most beautifully, did their very souls
appear to shine out of their eyeszas, with their faces bent upwards, they appeared
to look with the sweetest smile to receive the shower which was being, even at
that noment, poured upon them. I never saw anything like it--anything so
beautiful; and it must be seen tobe understoud. Several were in a most agitated
gtate, crying, and wringiog their haods, and so forth. They, however, became
calmer, as I opened my litle pocket Bible, and commenced at the 51st I’salm. X
have read to and addressed all kind of audiences before, but never did I feel as
at that moment. Don’t think n-e weak. when I say that my voice faltered. I
could scarcely keep the tears from flowing, and my knees shook as if they could
scarcely hold me up. As I'rend on, a great nnmber of them repeuted thg.words
after,me. Two were struck down—one of them just immediately alongside of
me—and there he lay with his knees and face on the ground, and his hands in his
hair. The place was so crowded that they had to be taken outside, snd, at my
recommendation, about half of the people went ouiside, and stood round the
house, where they could hear. I felt much drawn outin prayer, and truly the
Spirit gave me the power of wrestling. The weeping, sobs, and ejaculations gave
2 most solemu impression. It felt to me as if that moment was the last we bad,
and as if we were then' to stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. I remained,
1 think, about three-quarters of an hour with them, shook hands with those whose
countenances I have described as being so beautiful (these must have been about
16 in number), and pursued my journey onwsrds, thanking God for having sent
me, contrary to all my pre-arranged plans, round this way. I had not gone
beyond & mile, when I saw two women on the side of the road—one of them in
great distress, and the other trying to comfort her. One hand was on her shoulder
and the other lifted up towards heaven. I desired the boy to drive slowly, and
as we came up.I was thus addressed: ¢ Masea, you is & minister ¥ I said, ¢ No
nmy good woman : but what can I do.for you?' She replied, * O massa, massa, it
you.is & convert man, give this poor crenture comfort; speak to hermassa) Nead
I say that her appeal to me was not in vain, and that I endeavoured to delivera
message to her in season? Several incidents of this kind occurred, and I have
indeed felt it good foo me to have come that way. Let men of the world scoff
and ridicule as much as they please, I assert that no power but that of God's own
Holy Spirit could bave. produced the effects whick 1, just in passing through this
distriet, have been permitted to see. O let us pray that these -effects may be
peruianent,. and, instead of the temporary excitement,’ which the men of the
world. call it, there will be produced the fruits of the Spirit, namely, love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, faith, meekness, temperance ; -and these will and
xust dispel the works of the flesh which have been so long rampant among us.
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“T have had n very interesting interview with the Rev. John Clarke, and I
find that the revival 1s of wider area than I bad any idea of, and is spreading daily.
O how I long for it to reach poor Luceal How it will rejoice the hearts of our
{)rnyer-meetiug fricnds to sce the answer to their prayers! ~ As yet, from all T ean

earn, it seems to have been more the pouring out of God's Spirit on those who
never had previous life. than as revival, which implies a bringing to life agaiv, those
who, once having had life, have become dead. I want to see professors revived,
stirred up, quickened. We are all too dead and apathetic.”

FULLER DETAILS OF THE REVIVAL SOENES.

On the 14th of December the following letters, containing more ample informa-
tion concerning the nature and the progress of this revival movement, were
obtained. It will be observed, that in each case the awakeniog was preceded by
prayer, and that its leading features are sudden and deep convictions of guilt and
danger, producing in numerous iustances prostration of body, confession of sius,
and piercing cries for merey,—attained peace and joy, and very fervent desires
for the conversion of others,

SCENES AT BROWNSVILLE.

The Rev. Warrand Carlile says, 19th November, 1860, “I scarcely know how
to begin in telling you of the marvellous work which God has wrought here with-
in the last fortnight. I think I formerly mentioned that we have for a consid-
erable time (probably about a.year and a hulf) been holding regular meetings
every morning, to pray for the outpouring of the Spirit of God, which we had
been. led to_ expeet, from what we see be has been doing in many churches in
America and Europe. A Baptist congregation, about six miles from this, met
with mine every month, {o pray for this divine blessing, and to communicate
intelligence respecting the advancement of this mighty work of God; and
while we did not kuow of its nearer approach to us than within five thov=and
miles, we had fixed our meeting here for the 2nd of November. Before the
appointed day of meeting, we were rejoiced to hear that it had begun to
manifest itself in Jamaien, about 50 miles from us. Day by day reports were
reaching us of its nearer approach, and a few days before the appomted time
of meeting it bad reached the Baptist congregation at Gurneysmonnt, with
which our congregation held union meetings. I requested Mr. Sibley, the
minister, to bring some of the converts with him to Browasville; and hap-
pening to meet a gentleman, who was a leading member of a Wesleyan congrega-
tion where the work was going on, I requested bim also to send some of the
converts from his church to meet with us at Brownsville on 2nd November.
When the day arrived, the whole neighbourhood was estir, waiting for the
expected meeting. The church was filled before the strangers arrived, aud,
to our astonishment, an immense assemblage of people were advancing towards
us from different quarters, singing revival hymms. There must have been
thousands of people in and around the cburch when all had arrived. It is
impossible to describe the noise and excitement that prevailed, as the different
parties arrived. To attempt to quell it, would have been like an attempt to
curb the winds of heaven. Multitudes were falling on evey side, uttering the
most piercing screams. A gentleman present suid he -counted thirteen pros-
trated in one corner of the church at oue time. The sword of the Spirit had
penetrated a multitude of souls, convinced them of sin, and forced them to ery
for merey. No sooper did one fall than be was immediately surrounded by
o group of converts who had been a short time ago in similar circumstances.
They appeared a$ ouce to uuderstand sheir feclings; and when they were in
the midst of their anguish, their attendants would often pray that God would
flog them, or whip them. I was amazed at this, aud could not well under-
stand it. They, however, knew that until they got a proper view of the awfal
nature of sin, and were led to confess all their sins to God, aud to turn from them
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with abhorrence, there conld be no lasting peace. If they continued long in a
state of mental agony, or were dtruck down & second time, it was alnost always
concluded that there was some hidden st which they were unwilling to abandon.
Sometimes their attenddnts would say, pointing to the breasti of the sufferer,
There is malice there, or there is uncleanness ; and often they-would acknowledge
the truth of it, and ery for forgiveness. Many of them.declared that sin waslike
a fire within them ; and:some.felt themselves sinking downward and:downward
into the bottomless pit of hell. Often their shreiks were tervifie. any of them
said they saw strange visions, and confessed afterwards that they never koew that
sin was so dreadful.  One man, in describing his feelings, said, it was asif a lamp
had been turned in towards his-heavt, which enabled him to see all its abomina-
tions. Often,. as soon as they were-struck down, they would call for some indivi-
dugls with whom they. were living in _malice, und immediately declave their
earnest desire to be reconciled ; for, until this was done, they could obtain no
peace.  Others confessed the impurity, of their lives;. and many of them cast
away the ornaments for which they had been tempted to commit sin, and after-
wards burned gay and costly dresses. Many understood, for the first time in
their lives, the meaning of these words in Malaebi iii. 2,°‘Who may abide the
day of his coming 7 and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a
retiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap; and lie shall sit asa refiner and puritier of
silver, ete. These words formed the subject of my discourse on‘the first Sabbath
after the visitation. Most earnestly did they-often” pray that God would"break
their hard and stony heart, and give them a heart of flesh. Sometimes, after
enduring for a tinie bitter anguish of heart, they would fall into a kind of trance,
and awake from it under a deep sense of the presence of the Saviour. They
generally began thien to pour out their soul to God in earnest-supplication for the
forgiveness of their sins. By and by their countenances brightened v.p, beaming
with inexpressil le'happiness. They leaped to their feet, and began to sing with
all their might, ¢ Happy, bappy, happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away.’
No sooner did they obtain peace than theéy began to entveat otliers to turn to
Jesus. They put their hands upon them, #nd' with inexpressible tenderness and
earnestness they eall to them. ‘come now ; Jesus calls you, he wants you ; come,’
-ete. This appeal is often irresistible. The person appéaled to is petrified, and
cahnot move,  The tear starts to his eye, and in a few minutes he too is prose
trated. Nothing is more remarkable than this spirit of irrepressible earnestiess
to bring sinners to Jesus, immediately after they themselves bave come. Con-
verzions do not in general take place from thie public prenching of the gospel,
but rather from the incessant entreaties of the young converts. The labowms of
thie ministers are absolutely necessary to build thém up in the faith, but the
beginning of the work is generally the fruit of the labours of those who have just
staried into newness of life. The chureh, then rising, into life, can find no rest
but in missionary exertion. They begin to pray for the places around, and watéh
the first opportunity to visit them. The work here was only two days old, when
a niessage eane from a Wesleyan church that the work had begun there, and
reguesting us to visit them. I immediitely offered to go, and asked'if any would
accompany me. I suppose not fewer than fifty at once said they would go
likewise, ~The sun was down on thé Sabbath cvening whén we started to travel
over an exceedingly tough and precipitous road, singing some of the beautiful
choruses, with which li had already become familiar. When we arrived, just
such a seene of confusion presented itself as had been Witnessed at Browusville two
days before. A multitude of prostrations dccurred, and the sereams of those
smitten, and the singing of groups on every side to awaken them out of their
trance, made it impossible for a time to command attention to \he preaching of
the gospel’ Confused though the assembly appeared to an on-looker, yet, in
foreing our way through the different groups, it was soon evident that the confu-
sion was only apparent, and that each was engaged in his own department of
Ianbour. After a time, the attention of the assembly generally was fixed on the
preacher, and, excepting from the interruptions occasioned by some falling and
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others awakening them from their trance, the sevvice was conducted with gpiet-
mess- and decorum, DMany powerful addresses were made during the night
by the newly awakened converts, and & number of souls have been turned from
darkness to light, and from the pawer of Satan to God. Irom that revived.
<hurch the gospel is now sounding to the regions beyond. We were sent for
during the night, and returned ta Brownsville by break of day, where the crowd
was still assembled and the work of convarsion goicg on,

“The work had not yet reached Lucea ; and many and fervent prayers by the
members of our church for that tuwn were addressed to a throne of grace. Nor
did they ascend in vain, Towards the end of the week an invitation arvived te
attend.a revival prayer-meeting. 1 asked if any would accompany me, and a
arge number offered, We were followed with the earnest supplications of those
left behind. Our company was increased by little bands who joined us by the
way; and by the time we renched the town. we were probably attended by hun-
dreds. Daylight was disappearing, and the prayer-meeting was about to close,
Few could find entrauce into the church, and loud singing commenced rutside of
the Baptist chapel, where they were nssembled. A number of prostrations had
taken place, and many were singing over those that were smitten, It may
appear strange that many were struck down before they entered the church, or
had an opportunity of hearing the sermon. Some asked, Where could it be found
in the Scriptures that the Holy Spirit came by singing? The question was
natural, but it was not known that a.multitude of preachers were outside, filled
with- the Spirit, and calling upon sinners to flee to Jesus; so that conversion came
in. the usual way. A converted soul speaking from the heart, the message came
to the heart of the.hearer. Al the ministers were soon led to ses that the work
was not of man, butiof God. It happeued to them as it did to the disciples
when Peter was imprisoned. At the very time they weve assembled to pray for
him, he came to the dour; but for a time they could not believe that their prayers
were answered. I believe not many hours had passed before all felt and
acknowledged that it was the mighty power of God.

¢ Lucea has been shaken to its foundations, and we trust it will terminate in a
glorious change. From Lucea already the word has sounded to Greevisland,
and many have been prostrated there. Still much work requires to be done-
in.cur own neighbourhood. Many of the Africans, who have been years under
instruction. (by two elders of our church in succession, to whom small salaries
were allowed), now aroused, desired to be married and baptized. A day was
fixed to gn to visit and examine them, A considerable pu:ty went withme. The
whole settlement was astir; and received us joyfully, Two were struck down,
aod many were under serious impressions. I baptized yesterduy 51 Africans, of
whom 12 were adults. The marriage proclamations, including many Africans,
were $8—all the parties having been previously living in concubinage. This:
movement hag already added 97 to my roil of candidates, besides 11 Africans for
haptism, The Africans eame to our eveniug. meeting; and they, with many of
the congregation, continued nll night in prayer, singing hymus, and m listening to
addresses by different speakers. Such a fortnight I have never before seen, and.
never expeeted to sce.  Yesterday the chureh was erowded to suffocativn, and
many left outside. The collection was three times the usual amount.

“During the first week, we were in the church night and day, aud could only
enatch short intervals of repose. The whole family, ineluding children slept at
the church. During last week the intense escitement which existed at fivst had:
10 greas part subsided, and our morning and evening sermons were conducted
with perfect quietness and decorum. I preach at every meeting, and the people
appear to listen with profound attention, not only to my discourses, but to the
stirring prayers and addresses of the new converts, They are indeed seasous of
reviving to all of us. ‘The most intelligent portion of the congregation, and those
whose prayers are most spiritual and impressive, were not prostrated. Generally,
those who were stricken duwn had beeu living in ignorance and open sin. Yet
God made these prostrations, like the miracles of oir Saviour and his apostles,
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the means of awakening the whole community, and spreading universal conster-
nation ; co that they have mightily advanced the work of conversion and refor-
mation. Our mountains and valleys are now resounding with songs of yraise to
the Divine Saviour, who has comuenced his reign in many a heart. love,
kindness, peace, at present abound, and the sound of quarrelling brs ceased.
Now the labour of teacbing adults to read and understand the Seriptures more
perfectly has commenced, and our house is open at all hours to such as wish to
mmprove themselves in divine knowledge. Miss Teape has given hevself, with her
vsual enthusiasm, to the work, and it was with no small difticulty, for a time, we
could get her induced to take rest night or day, or even to take her necessary
food. Her visit to Scotland will now be postponed, as nothing could induce her
to abandon her present employment. 3lany of our teachers have given admirable
assistance in this great revival movement. The change has come so suddenly
upon us, that we are almost like men that dream ; and although we anticipate
cooling down of the present fervour, and the re-appearance of some of the old
sins, when the prevailing alarm has ceased to affect theminds of the unconverted,
yet we feel perfeetly assured that a work is begun whose blessed influence will
be felt throughout eternity.”

S0ENES AT LUCEA.

The Rev. John Campbell says, 23rd November, 1860:—* In writing you by
Jast packet, I meotioned that the Lord had been graciously pleased 1o visit some
parts of this islaud with special tokens of his love, and that there were already
in this neighbourhood symptons of hegun revival. 1 feei miost deeply grateful to
be able te say, that since that time we bave been favoured with most delightful
vvidences of the extraordinary presence and power of the Spirit of our God, in
arousing the minds of multitudes to the consideration of the everlasting interests
of their souls, and in leading not a few, we humbly hope, into the path of ever-
lasting peace. During the last two weeks, indeed, Lucea and its neighbourhood
have been the scene of such religions excitement and eommation as has been
altogether unprecendented in this country, and such as no one who has not seen
something of the same kind elsewhere, and is not acquainted with the ehmacter
of this people, could have the slightest coneeptiun of. All classes have been
deeply affected; society has been moved to its lowest depths; multitudes, con-
vineed of £in, have been pricked in their hearts, erying out agonizingly for merey ;
and we cannot doubt that mighty moral miracles have been wrought in the name
of the Lord Jezus, and by the Spitit of our God.”

Mr Camnpbell, after mentioning that a weekly prayerinceting, suggested by
onc of his members, intended to supplieate the outpouring of the Spirit, and
embracing the different denominations—Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Wesleyan,
and Baptist—had been beld for ten months, and which, as the accounts of the
revival scenes reached them, inerensed in attendance from fifty to several hundreds,
‘¢ all apparently deeply solemwized, and in earnest expectation of a descending
blessing,” goes on to say :—* The meeting on the evening of Friday, the 9th, was
very large. It was hield in the Baptist church.  There bad been previously several
cases of awakening ; and a number of persons had been “stricken dowa,’ as it is
called, confessing their sins with the deepest feeling, and calliug out in great
distress to the Lord to have mercy upon them, for the snke of Jesus. A week
previously a mighty movement had commenced at Brownsville, and bad been
goiug ou with great power.  Full particulars of this . Carlile will, no doubt,
write to you, Some of the people from that station, being desirous to visit Lucea,
and tell what the Lord had done for them, came down on the evenivg above
referred to, accompanied by Mr. Carlile. When they eotered the meeting, the
whole body of the people was thrown into a state of great excitement. The
deep feeling, formerly pent up, burst forth ; and a scene ensued, both within and
without the place of worship, which it is impossible to deseribe. Many were
stricken down, and contivued for some time in deep distress of soul; but, as
the gospel was preached to them, some of them soon appeared to obtain joy
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and peace, and immediately became the most earnest preachers to others. .In
the circumstances, it was impossible to close the place of worship; aud religious
exercises, and cases of conviction and appavent conversion, continued during,
the whole night. Since that time the work has gone forward, attended, no
doubt, by some extravagances, which to many <eem objectionable, and which
we would ratber have been without, but manifestly, and in a very remarkable
degree, the work of Goi. The excitement has now in a great measure subsi-
ded, but the attendance at the prayer-meetings every evening is still very
Iarge ; and I have no doubt that many souls are still being deeply impressed—
that God is working in them both to will and do of his good plensure; and
we have good reason to believe that a rich harvest of souls will be the great
result. The country districts have also been deeply affected. In one village,
where T had to discontinue a prayer-meeting, some years ago, from <want of
encouragement, I have on three oceasions during the last two weeks, addressed
au audience of about 200 persons. or two-thirds of the whole population of
the village, which was formerly notorious for its wickedness and disregard of
everything good. In another district where I bad formerly difficulty in col-
lecting six or cight persons for prayer, I have, on two oceasions lately, addressed
at least 150, or almost every person in the loeality. Large numbers of the
people, even from a distance of six or seven miles, have come down to our
evening prayer-meeting in Lucen, at which I have seen on several accasions,
withinand without our church and the other places of worship where these large
meetings have been held, not fewer than two thousand persons. This is very
remarkaple when it is remembered, that the whole population of Lueen
and its neighbourhood, within a ercle of three miles, does not exceed 3000
altogether.—U. P. Aissionary Record.

Facciesiagtical Potices,

——

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

This Presbytery met on January the 8th. The Moderator reported that he and
some other members, being together at Delaware, had thought it well, for certain
rensons, to put off the regular quarterly meeting from the 1st to the 8th of the
month, and that he had authorized the clerk to notify accordingly. Ou motion,
his conduet was sustaived. Mr. Inglis, of Woodstock, however, protested against
the present meeting as illegal, and against all other weetings that might take
place prior to the meeting of Synod, and veserved for himself the right to contest
any act of Presbytery up to that time. :

A number of people at Bothwell, who had been connected with Florence, were
set offinto a separate congregation, and steps were taken to have them properly
organized.

M. Deas of Adelaide and Warwick, through his abundant labours in bis
scattered congregations, has for sorue time heen unable to preach. He is still
very hoarse, although his general health is restored. His physician says he raust
not preach for two or three months yet, and that there is some prospect he may
then be able to do so. Meantime, the Presbytery made arrangements to have his
pulpit supplied.

A document was brought befure the Presbytery, addressed to the Members of
the Joint Committee, for the arrangement of Presbyteries, &e., and signed by
Messrs. Dick and Nisbet. Tn this it wns suggested that Presbyteries should be
consulied on the questions contained therein. It was agreed that the rolls of
Presbyteries should be made out in the order of the date of the ordination of each
minister, that there should be only two Presbyteries in the western part of
Canada, and that_small Synodieal Committees should be appoiuted to distribute
the Preachers or Missionaries among the Presbyteries. It was thought that aid
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should: be given to weak and uesv Stations aceording to circumstances; 4. ¢., having:
due regard to their ability and willingoess, to the state of the funds, &e. On the
other guestions there was-diversity of opinion.——Communicated.

GUELPH.

The United Presbyterian Congregation of Guelph beld their annual missionary
meeting on Monday 31st December.. After praise and prayer by the Pastor, the
Report of the Committee was read, in which, among other matters, reference
was made to the interesting position of the Church ag on the eve of wuion with
another denomination, tu the outpuuring by Gud of His Spirit in vthet lands, and
to the events trunspiring among the nativns of the earth, From the Treuswrer’s
Report it appears that there bad been cullected during the year the sum of %124,05,
being a slight increase upon the amount raised the preceding year. This had
beeu raised as follows :

Collected by Misses Brown and Patterson, $18 373¢. ; Miss Hood, $7 75c¢.; Miss
Orice, §8 60c. ; Mrs, Lennie and Miss Lennie, $15 122c.; Miss Amos and Thomas.
‘Wright, §9 871c.; Misses Scott and Baillie, $9 573c. ; Misses Nisbet and Ritehie,
$8 '75c.; Mrs. Thomas Laidlaw, 33 50c.; Misses MecBride and Gordon, $8 623c.;
Misses Gowdy, Robertson and Ferguson, $37 874c.—Tota], $124 05c.

Of this amo: :t $3 00 were subscribed for Foreign Missions, and the balance
for Home. After reading the repurt, it was moved by Mr. Culemap, seconded by
8r. Thomas Hood and unanimously agreed, * That the yeport now read be received
and adopted, that the thanks of the congregation be given to the Committee for
their services during the past year, aud that they be re-appointed. The Rev.
Mr. Duff then addressed the meeting, which was very respectable in point of
numbers, on the obligation to give in support of Missions—to give liberally and
to give willingly. Rev. Mr. Barrie followed, showing forcibly that nussions had
their origin in the councils of a dateless eternity, that the first missionary society
was composed of the persons of the Godbead, beld in.some unkuown part of the
universe, and that men, in carryivg on mission work, were helpers together with
God. The Rev. Dr. Ormiston nextgave an exceedingly clear and eloguent address
in which he presented first a sketch of the present state of the world, in respect
to politics, comunerce, literature and religion, he next pointed out how, in each
aspect, there were calls and encouragements to missionary effort. Then pressed
the duty of effort on cach individual, young as well as middle aged and old. A
colleetion was taken up, which awounted to §11, and thiz, on motion of Ar.
Ferguson seconded by Mr. Drydeu was appropriated to the Home missions of the
Church. The meeting, which appeared to be deeply interested.throughout, in the
proceedings and addresses, all of which were exceedingly appropriate, eloquent
and jmpressive, was then dismissed by the pronouncing of the apostolic benedic-
tion by the Rev, Mr, Barrie.—Communicated.

ENGLISH SETTLEMENT.

The New Church of the United Presbyteiian Congregation (Rev. James
Skinner's), situated on the town-line of Lobo and London, was set apart for the
Public Worship of God, on Sabbath, the 20th of January. To the first congrega-
tion, alter the opening services had been conducted by the Minister, the Rev.
William Fletcher preached an excellent sermon (rom Nehemiah x. 39, Iast clause,
« We will not forsnke the house of our God.” The Rev. William Caven, of St.
Mary’s, was prevented by sickness from being present with us, and the Pastor
became his alternnte, and preached from Jeremiah xxxi. 1. In the evening the
Rev. John J. A. Proudfoot, of London, preached au appropriate and ivstructive
discourse from Matthew vi. 10, *Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven.” At both diets of worship the house was crowded in the seats,
and many stood in the passages. All received the Worp with apparent solemnity
aud carcestuess,
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On the Monday evening a public meeting was held, when very iuteresting
addresses were given, on subjects suggested by the Session to the following Mibis-
ters. Viz:—Rev. John J. A. Proudfoot.—Subject, “The principal characters
who figured in the Reformation in Scotland,” by special request. Rev. T. R.
Owen, of Ca:iisle—Subject, « The influence of Nonconformity in England and
Wales.” Rev., James Ferguson, of Lobo—Subject, *“ The causes which led to the
disruption of the Church of Scotland in 1843." Rev. Robert Hall. Nissouri—
Subject, « Christian Unpion.” Rev. William Fletcher—Subject, “ The anticipated
gocinl and religious future of Canada.” The welcome, though unlooked for, visit
of the Rev. William Walleer, afforded an opporiunity to hear a short address
from him. Every available foot of room was.occupied-by auaudience, who. though
many of them had to stand in the heavy press, maintained an unremitted attention
for about four hours, The exercises were also enlivened by select pieces of vocal
music delightfully performad,

The Church itself is a substantial, brick structure, with slated #oof. No expen-
diture has been spared to secure comfort. A plain elegance beautifies it through-
out. Tt is an excellent country ehurch, highly creditable to the congregation, every
family of which, T understaud, has contributed to its erection. The only difficulty
which was feared has been graciously averted from us—that of selecting a site
thiree miles from the old church and the grave-yard.

As to the finances—The subscription list was well sustrined,~—payable in three
annual instalments,—the third now nearly due. Thebuilding with its furnishings
costs $20%70 which is met thus:—By ecash $1612,25; teaming and other
voluntary labour considered worth $330,00; by collections on Sabbath last,
$68,73, and on Monday evening $19,50, whbich make in all $2025 48, which
leaves our deht somewhat less than fifty dollars.

The office bearers and members of the Church- are not unmindful of Him to
whom all the praise is due, to Him they have unitedly offered of His own; in
this, as in many other instances, the Lord has crowned their effort with success.
They now wait hopefully for all further blessings according to the faithful

promise.

J. 8.

FUND FOR AIDING AXD ENCOURAGING
STUDENTS IN DIVINITY.

their miaister and teacher, with a hand-
some pocket Bible. The Rev. gentle-

For this Fand we have received, from | man gratefully acknowledged the two

the U. P. Congregation of Kincardine, |

$5; aund from the U. P. Congregation of
Paris, §13.
TILSONBURG.

The U P. Congregation here, have, on
the 22nd ult., given a cordial and unani-
mous call to tke Rev. Gilbert Tweedie,
3LD., to be their pastor. The Rev.
Arch, Cross, Ingersol, preached and
presided’ on the occasion.—Com.

EKIRKWALL.

On the evening of the Tth of January,
a deputation of the Bible Class, taught
by the Rev. John Porteous, Kirkwall,
consisting of Mr. James McQueen aund
3lr. James MeMillan, waited upon their
teacher aud pastor, and in the name of
the class, presented him with a purse
containing $46 25.

Also, a few days previously, o small

Sabbath school ciass of boys, presented

gifts, and expressed the hope that the
Saviour would bless bhis intercourse
with the lambs of the flock, and prepare
them for a worthy profession of His glo-
rious name.—Communicated.

RICHAMONDHILL AND THORNHILL.

At a social meeting of the members
and friends of the United Presbyterian
congregations of Richmondhill and
Thornhill, held on the 31st December
last, over which Robert Marsh, Esq.
presided as Chairmav, George P. Dick-
son E¢q., in the name of the congrega-
tion, presented the Rev. James Dick,
their minister, with a purse containing
$100, also a short address, intimating
that ““those who contributed the gift,
desirous of expressing their esteem for
the Rev. J. Dick, and their appreciation
of his faithful services as & minister of
the Gospel, gzave the purse as a New
Year’s gift."—Communicated,
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PAKENHAM,

We have heard that sometime within
the last four months, the U. P. Presby-
tery of Durham, have ovdained Mr.
Robert Scott, Probationer, as Pastor of
the congregation here,

DELAWARE.

The U. P. Church in the Village of
Delaware, was opened on Sabbath,
December 23rd, 1860. The Rev. Robert
Hall, of Nissouri, preached in the morn-
ing, from Luke vii., 5th verse. The Rev.
John J. A. Proudfoot, of London, preach-
ed in the evening, from Revelation xxii.
3 last clause. The building was erowd:
fzd on both occasions, and the deepest
interest seemed .o be felt in the opening
services. Oun the Monday evening a
Soiree was held in the Town Hall, which
was numerously attended.  Addresses
were given by the Rev. Messrs Caven,
Skinner, Hall and Proundfoot, of the U.
P. Church, and by the Rev. Mr. Hoidge
of the Bible Christian denomination. It
is only abous 15 months since the peo-
ple began to receive supply from the U.
P. Church, During that time they have
supported  ordinances amongst therm,
and errected a Church which is an orna-
meat to the village, capable of accom-

GLEANINGS,

modating 250. May the zeal which they
have hitherto manifested, continue and
increase. May Seriptural Presbyterian-
ism flourish in Delawave, and the suf-
rounding neigibourhood.—Com.

NORTH BRANT, AND WEST BENTINOCK.

We understand that the Rev. W, C.
Moffat _bas laid upon the Presbytery
table, bis resignation of these two sta-
tions. Amongst the reasons given by
Mr. Moffat, may be mentiouned, that the
people may get more preaching, and
because any further supplement will not
be given. Why largze supplements
should be given to older, larger, and
wealthier congregations, and these new
and very poor stations refused one
cent, we have yet to learn. When Mr.
Moffat began his labours he found 15
members; he leaves 65.— Com.

HONORARY DEGREE.

The University of St. Andrews, Scof-
land, has confined the degree of N.D.
on the Rev. Peter Davidson, U. P. min-
ister, Stockbridge, Edinburgh. Few
Theological degrees have, of late, been so
worthily bestowed. Dr. Davidson was
an Alumnus of the University more
than thirty years ago, aud is really an
honour to it.

Gleanings,

UNIVERSITY QUESTION. .

The friends of Victoria College have more reason than ever to value it. The
Toronto University, though legally provincial, is a dishonest and disrespectful
monopoly ; and it was not until the Wesleyaus became pioneers in literary and
fiancial justice, and attacked the wrong with Conference and Conuexionai,
determination, that the public woke up to the importance of abolishing the evil
and conserving the good, in that Institution; and when this reform shall have
been accomplished, to the Wesleyan Conference, Victoria College, and their noble
supporters, the thaaks of Canadas Churches and people will be due.— Wesleyan
Repository.

Our object in inserting the above is to draw attention to the Ubiversity
Question—a question which we are persuaded will not long sleep. It will be
active and prominent at next Election, if not sooner. Surely, every man who has
a vote ought to possess himself of correct and full information on the subject, and
be prepared to act the part which an enlighiened judgment will recommend.
It is generally understood that no religious denomination iu the country, except
the Roman Catholics, vote with the same unanimity as the Methodists, We
apprehend, however, that a section, at least, both of the Presbyteriaus connected
with the Church of Scotland, and also of the Episcopaliaus, will join them in
demanding the division of the University Fund,  The cause of Education and of
Voluntaryism is deeply at stake.]
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REVIVAL IN SANDAY, ORKNEY.

The blessed work of revival seems to be spreading by the favour of the Great
Head of the Church, both at home aad abroad. A concert for prayer is abous to
be observed, we believe, more widely than any similar agreement ever has been
in the history of the Church, [ is o continue from the first to the second Sab-
bath of Junuary, including both ; and it is suggested that the subject of united
prayer should be for the outpouring of the Spirit at home and abroud.

Revival has been vouchsafed to many of our congregations. The following
most cheering aud instructive stateirent shows how Ged is blessing another of
our churches—the congregation of Sanday. The account which we subjoin is
contained in a letter from the Rev. John Puul to the Rev. Dr. Paterson, Kirkwall.
We preface the letter by the following just aud suggestive remarks of Dr. Paterson :

Kirrwarr, December 5, 1860.

My Drar Sir,—You will find a letter from Mr. Paul to me, that' I acknowledge
to be in mauny respects more satisfatory to me on the greatsubject of revival than
anything that has come under my eye. There are undoubtedly here all the great
marks of a Clristian awakening : a meeting of Clrist’s servants with their fellow-
men to observe his ordinances ; the truth about Christ spoken; a great number of
minds simultancously arrested ; deep conviction of sin; abxious Inquiry; great
bumiliation of spirit; a deep sense of the preciousness of the soul snd its inter-
ests; earnest prayer; new discoveries of the great Saviour ; joy in believing (a
first joy, a new joy, why should it not be rapturous ¥) deep solicitude about the
salvation of others, especially of friends and relatives; nothiog extravagaut, or
scarcely anything worth mentioning. What can we muke of allthis? T can make
nothing of it, but that it is God fulfilling his promise, “ I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon
thy seed, and my blessiug upon thine offspring ”  And if this can be made of it,
let us hope that the churches will be moved, and that the world will be reached as
they have not been in our day. O that God may send down these blessed rains
on all the ficlds of Zion, The question of the use which the churches should
make of such events is one of great importauce.

SaNDAY, 26th Nov., 1860.

My Dear Sir,—1I did not receive yours of the 19th till Saturday, owing, 1
suppose, to the stormy weather préventing our packet from getting out svover;
and as the sacrament of the Supper was yesterday, I could not attend to your
request to let you know something of the remarkable religious excitement that
prevails it the island till now (Monday evening). That the work going on is the
work of the Spirit; I have no doubt, and it seems to me to be in some respects
more striking and wondetful than any revival I have ever read or heard of, uvless
iy, be that whicl has taken place in some parts of Ireland. ‘I'he acceunt given in
the Herald of the 20th of the scene in the Free Church on Wednesday is not
exaggerated, if indeed it comes up to the reahty; andthe meeting that took place
in our church on the following evening was, in some respects, still more astonish-
ing, and the excitement greatér than it had ever been. [ cannot describe it to
you—-apart -altogether from my want of space and time, my pen canpot. I
believe no pen could give you a full idea of 1. But Isball endeavour to present
to you what will be but a faint sketch. The church was filled in all its parts by
the time of meeting, five o'clock. The devotional exercises were begun and
proceeded with for some time without interruption. These exercises consisted of
praise and prayer, the latter conducted by two individuals who had been deeply
impressed, and portions of Seripture were read between these services by myseif
and Mr. Armour, As these were proceeded with I perceived symptons of greas
excitement all around me, Some were trembling from head to foot; others
rubbing aud wringing their hands. Some were whispering in an agitated manner
to their neighbours, and others starting as 1f about to 1ise, and then trying to
seitle themselves down again. A portion of Scripture was about to be read, and
in introducing the subject, the nane of Jesus was mentioned, when a young maa
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who had been deeply impressed, and who was sitting before the pulpit, started
up, and stretching out his arms and looking eagerly in the direetion in which he
pointed, cried out in ecstaey, # Jesus! Jesus! See him] Sce him | He is glorious
in'holiness | He is the chief among ten thousand | He isaltogether lovely "—and
turning to the audience, he proceeded with great fluency and power to speak of
Jesus’ suitableness g a Saviour for sinners. But his voice, although a stentorian
one, was soon drowned by a tremendous outburst of feeling—piercing eries of
agony—loud acclamations of joy—prayers uttered audibly, and with great ear-
nestness; aud persons rushing through the passages, and addvessing friends and
acquaintances on the great interests of their immortal soiils, The whole proved
a scene such as I never witnessed. and was to me perfectly overpowering. I
think T can restrain my feelings as well as most people, but on this occasion I was
completely overcome. I luid my face upon the desk and sobbed for a while, and
I am sure X was not singular. 1 felt powerfully the sentiment of the patviarch,
‘“ How dreadful is this place| Here 18 the great God working wondvously. He
is at present in almost visible manifestations, and I felt awe and fearas well .as joy.” -
During the part of the evening that followed (and the meeting was protracted
till near inidnight) the excitement continued unabated, and its leading features
much the same as I have deseribed—all were more or less impressed, but very
differently. Some were on their knees praying, and others lying on their faces
groaniug in agony. Some running about appavently wild with joy,.and others in
groups singing hymns and psalms of praise. The session-house had been. set
apart for those who wished fo retire, but to be there was no great retirement, for
it was crowded during the evening with praying people, and so were the porches
of the church, and the back seats of the.gallery, and mauy were found prostrate
ou the floor of the church, between the seats and in out-of-the-way coraers, in
great mental agony ; and I have seen two or three little girls, apparently about
eight or ten years of age, kaneeling on the floor with their faces on the seat-board,
and oue of their number, about the snme age, praying most earnestly over them
and for them ; and there were many such instances of juvenile earnestness. As
many had left the Free Church during the meeting of the previous evening, for
the purpose of being more completely alone than they could be in any part of the
-church. I was anxious to know if anything of the kind was ocecurring this even-
ing, and on going out and lovking about me, I-found many about the church and
dyke-side, some of them standivg, but many kneeling on the cold wet ground,
praying earpestly, the most of them audibly, some with a.suppressed voice, and
others so loud as to be easily heard .at a great distance. ¥n the corver of the
back garden, there issued forth a girl's voice evidently greatly suppressed atfirst,
but gradually waxing louder. and she was bewailing the sins and shortcomings: of
herself and her companions, some of whom were likely with her, frow the way
in which she spoke—* O Lord, how thoughtless and sinful we have.have been, in
neglecting and misimproving our precious privileges! Tl speak for myself
without reserve, and I acknowledge thiat I have often on Sabbath dressed:myselfas
well a3 I could to make my body look well, never thinking of my precious soul and
its wants and miseries! Often have I;gone to Church thinking of anything and
any person rather than of Christ! O how good God has been to us-in sparing us
and blessing us amid such provocations ;” and then she concluded with a.beautiful
and appropriate prayer for forgiveness, and for grace to help -her and her.com-
paniong'in future. In.short, the spirit of Supplication was remarkably displayed
throughout the evening, and was one of the best features of the whole. scene.
“There were several instances of pefsons being struck down, and of bodily-pros-
-tration, but time would-fail me fo.tell vou the particulars of the cases, as well as
of many persons, who have been deeply impressed in a more quiet manner, and
who were moaniug and struggling in secret. N
There have been several meetings, both in Mr. Armour’s church and ours, since
then; and although the excitement is alittle subsided, the audiences are increasing
to such an extent that the chureh. cannot conveniently contain them--the move-

Juent is now universal--all denominations attending.
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BY-LAWS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THB TEMPORALITIES FUND.

{In the Preshyterian (Montreal) for Jaouary, there is an article bearing the
above title. We subjoin the portion of it relating directly to money matters.
Qur readers may feel a special interest in it, now that union with the Presbyterian
Chureh in Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland has been talked of.
We observe that the Presbyterian contains no refevence to ihe Union Mecting
‘held in Toronto on the 27th December, noticed in our last.]

18th. TItshall be the duty of the Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer on receiving
from Preshytery Clerks, lists of Mininsters of their respective Presbyteries, with
the dates of their ordination or induetion, to pay to the Ministers who commuted
£112 10s, per annum ; to the Ministers on the roll of the Synod at the time of
the seenlavization of the Clergy Reserves, but who were not allowed to commute
£100 per anpum ; and to all othérs-until such time as this Board shall afterwards
determine, a minimum stipend of £50 a year, the whole in halt-yearly payments,
and also £500 a yeav to the Treasurer for the time being of Queen’s’ College, to
be em}xloyed, as lievetofore, in the payment of Professors being Ministers ‘of the
Church,

14th. That any Ministers now entitled to the guaranteed stipend of £112 10s.
per annum, or £100, or-other allowanee, and who from age or infirmity now are,
or shall from time to time be released frem their respective charges by their
respective Presbyteries with the sanction of the Synod, duly siguified by the
Clerk of Synad to this Board, shall be entitled to recejve the same, or such other
allowance a3 shall be agreed upon with the Synod for life,

15th. That the original funds arising from the said commutation, and -which
were constituted into one fund and amount to the sum of £127,000, shall be kept
separate and distinet from any other funds which muy come into the possession of
the Board, for any of the purposes of the Board, and a'separate account shall be
kept theveof until it shall otherwise'be ordered by the Board by a By.law to
that effect; and further, that separate accounts be opened, first for Congregational
Collections, and secondly ‘fox annual or other subscriptious for the sustentation of
the Church, the former to be'designated as the “Contingent Fund,” and the latter
as the “ Home Mission Fund of the Church,” which last mentioned fund shall be
invested as a Permanent Fund.

16th. That a list by name, residence and Presbytery, of the.several Ministers
who commuted: their allowance and joined the same into one fund, and also.alist
in like manuer of the ten surviving non-commuting Ministers shall be prepared
by the Board, engrossed in one of the Books of the Board, and authenticated by
the signatures of the Chairman and:Secretary as of Record.

17th. That in the évent of any Minister:departing this life who shall.thenibe a
beneficiary of the Board, the widow of such deceased -(or should he leave no
widow, his child or ehilditn. if -of full-age, or their Tutor or Guardian,} shall be
entitied to receive from the eaid Board, the current half year’s stipend, to which
such Minister would or migi.t have become entitled as such beneficiary as aforesaid,
and the receipt of such- Widow, Child or Childven, Tutor or Guardian shall be-a
sufliciens dischavge therefor.
R 18th. Travelling ‘éxpenses -of members of the Board shall be paid.by the

onrd,

FORE-ORDINATION A SHAM. ~BY THE REV. H. W. BEECHER.

Do you say, « I bélievé-in fore-ordination, and'am waiting * God’s time ¢ ?

Fora-ordinution! 'thut iswi-dhameful sham. God’s time is “now” He'never
-hins any olhlertime. ‘Fore:trdination‘is nothing for you to meddle with,any more
insreligious, thian invmonefininking matters. In each it is in equal force, -Dut'’tis
“God's business; hot' yoitre.  If you'will méddle with it, you deserve to get-befogzed
andipuzzled, tioagh thére’d fiothing agiinst but everything for you'in it.  But
let it alone if it troubles you. : ST
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‘What farmer, when the sun runs high, and the earth is ready for the seed, and
the small rain and the dew are coming on the earth, says—*1 believe in fore-
ordination ; I shall not take the trouble to plant, If I'm to bave a harvest, I
shail have one ¥°

Or what mevchant, when he goes to his store in the morning, says—** If I'm to
have a good lnrge heap of movey in my till to-night, I skall bave it there. No
veed for me 10 trouble myself 1o please customers, 1 believe in fore-ordination”

Men are riot fools enough for thisin temporal coneerns, though plenty of them are
80 in regard to the interests of their immortal souls. No, when they see God
working for them iz nature, they take hold, with a right good will, and work
teo. And, as a general thing, they gain the blessing for which they strive. In
other words they do in these minor matters, “ work with God,” to will and to
do of his own good pleasure ; but when it comes to spiritual work, they hold
quickly back, and exclaim: *Oh! fore-ordination!” But this will be no plea
for them, when they come forth from their graves, and when, from meuntain and
valley, and from the davk waves of the sea, they lift up their blanched faces to
their Judge. Of all the myriads who will stacd before Him, theve will not be
one who will have 2 word to say—they will be “speechless,” [or five dollars a
man will appeat to a higher cowrt. He will go from court to court,sconer than lose
* his rights.” He will bave new trials, if such a thing can be accomplished, and
spend three times the sum for which he i3 contending, sooner than he will submit
to be wronged out of it. Men do not suffsr injustice tamely ; but here, where all
that is of value to the never-dying soul is at stake—here just upon the edge of
the everlasting und most, dreadful woe —here, where, if there was one single
consideration. which would tell for them, they would be most patiently and gladly
heard, there will not be found one—not vne—who shall bave the assurance to
utter a single syllable.

So clear will be to them the utter folly and wilfulness of their self ruin, that
when sentence is pronounced, they will turn in deasl silence from the face of Him
who sought them-all their lives, and veiling their faces,. they will take the pluoge,
from which He could 20t save them. There will bz buf one expression and one
wail through all that endless falling, and that will be, “Soul, thou hast destroyed
thyself.” v

[The above is from a periodical which, we suppose, would not disavow Armini-
anism, The article, orrather the title, seems to us injurious to the.eause.of God
and of Bible truth. Whatever be the authority of Mr. Beecher, as a Theologian,
it will be observed that he expressly says that fore-ordination is “ God’s business,”
and God’s business, let-us be assured, is no shaw, but THE GREAT 2wrFUL REALITY.
‘What is denounced is manifestly not fore-ordination, bus fatalism, i. e. the misap-
prehension, perversion, and abuse of fore-ordination, all which is, in most cases,
probably an error of the Feart-as much as of the head; and the only objection to
calling it a.sham, is that the name i3 by far.too mild. For an exposure sud refu-
tation of fatalism, we know not to what class of Writers we could so ivell refer
as tothe defenders of Calvinism. Had the title given to the above article been
«“The abuse of fore-ordination, = sham,” it would have been correct, or at least
harmless. But there is much in a name. It carries away the ignorant and
unreflecting.  As matters stand, many will imagine that Mr. Beecher is against
foresordination, wheteas he is only against stupidity and perverseness, and therein
we cordially bid bim God speed].

PERIOD OF MINISTRY IN THER UNITED STATES.

The New York Independent estimates the average length of the pastorate in

New England, at eight years; in New Yerk, at not quite three; in Onio, Pensyl-

vania, and Virgiuja, at still less; in Jowa, Wisconsin, and Michigau, at one year, if

so mych., Matthew Henry styled those who teok ministers froiu settled .charges,

« robbers.of churches,” Most of the removals in the States imply, we suppose
nothing of the nature of theft,



