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CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY IN THE DISTRIBUTION
OF PROPLRTY.

Curistias liherality consists in freely bestow-
ing the propetty which we wmay possess, for the
sake of promoting the temporal welfare, or the
cternal happiness of others,

To render liberality truly Christian, it must—

1. Spriag from right motives.

2. Be encicised in a rivht spirit, and

3. Bear a duc proportion to the alility of the

e i nm— - m

ver.

In fact, to the eyc of reason, as well as reli-

ion, this is requisite to render churitable activns
iberality.  There is very little charity in an in-
dividuol giving what he wants not, anl is never
likcly to need; that when possessed is not enjoy-
¢d, and when parted with is not missed. "Yet
what but this arc the gifts of nany professing
Christians to the cause of God!  Could what they
contribute be taken from them, in an unperceived
manner, they would not, to their dying day, be
sensible of the slight alteration their property had
experienced. ‘The sum parted with is so small,
that they would not feelit,if they were not aware
that they had giventhe trifling contribution.  Li-
berality depends, in a great degree, on the cir-
cumstances and ability of the giver. ~ A sum may
be a perfectly contemptible donation from one in-
dividual, that would be generosity itsclf fiom an-
other. What would form a large and liberal gift
from one with a few shillings weekly ; or from
one with a straitened income, darely sufficient to
defra{ indispensable expenses; wonld be a poor,
pitiful trifle, if bestowed by another living in su-
perfluity and wealth. Pethaps there is nothing
connected with Christian benevolence that seeins
to have been less regarded than the rule, that U-
Berality should bear @ duc proportion fo the ability
of the giver.  Survey the subscription lists of re-
ligious sacicties, and how frequently will you ob-
serve the man that comparatively is poor,and the
rich, standing on a level. The man with hissu-
petiluoys hundreds, or cven thousands jeatly,
gives his 2unual guinea; and by hisname stands,
with the same sum anneved, that of some indivi-
dual strugeling through life with a straitened in-
come, yet loving the cause of God, and willingto
deny bimsclf and family to advan-e that cause.
Ia cases of this description, it is evident that there
is 10 proportion between the ability of the donor
and his gifts.

Take a few cascs, illustrative of the principle
pow maintaincd.  Scea personin the middle rank
of life; he has an income of two hundred pounds
a year; but he has a large family wholly depend-
ent upon him for their support and for their future
seltlement inlife.  They nced every farthing he
scquires ; but hie loves the cause of Ged, contri-
butes to it in various ways, and from him a Mis-
signary and a Bible socicty cach teceives an an-
nual pound. Nearhim resides a Christian friend
witl a similavincome, but no family whatever,
and no one dependant upon him ; he livesincom-
fort, and contributes a similar sum to the same so-
cieties, I3 there any reasonable proportion be-
tween the liberality of these two persons.  One
with ditficulty pasts with what his fzinily needs,
the other gives what he scarcely fecls. The for-
yaer demies himself to impart s 2id; the latter
exetciscs no self-denial whatever, nor Jessens any
of his comforts. Ncar him dwells a third indivi-
dual; he oo is professadly a Christian. He has
Lve hundred pounds a year. He lives in the
eame style as his fricnds ; and, when he has de-
feayed his yeatly expenditurc, he has three hun-
dred remaining 1o lay by. Out of this he gives

is there any comlmison between the generosity
of the first” individual and this latter?  The fitst
squeezes his subscription out of a swin that will
barely defray his expenditure ; the last presents
his frum what forms, as far as the present time is
concernedy en unnecded surplus. The first can-
not lay up a single pound ; the last lays up his
hundreds, and by themn is contimually accumulat-
ing more.  The first deducts his two pounds from
an ucome that will barely supply his wants, but
e denies himself, that he may contribute that
sume The lust gives but the hundred and fiftieth
part of a surplus above his wants. Waould he vie
with his less wealthy neighbour in liberality, itis
evident he must contribute not lus two pounds,
bat lis surplus three hundred pounds, to the cause
of God. (S'orldly-miuded ptofessors of religion
may laugh at and scorn this remark, but its cor-
rectuess is evidently founded on principles which
they may deride, but cannot overthrow.
‘Take another view. In the same church with
the Christian who lives at ease on his two hun-
dred a year, and with him who possesses five hun-
dred and lays by three hundred, is another, whose
annual income is a thousand pounds. e s not
esteemed a miser, not is he peculiarly deficient
in acts of Lindness te the poor around him ; but
when he has given something to them, and abun-
dantly supplicd lis own wants, he still adds to
his property five hundred pounds, e contri-
butes to the Bible and Missionzry cause the same
sum 2s his friends.  In the same church is 2 poor
gl who supports herself, and in a great degree
her mother, and whose weekly earmings are seven
shillings, yct she gives to the samie societies two-
pence a week.  How little proportion eassts be-
twee n the liberality of these individuals! How
coutemgptible are the annual subscriptions of those
decmed tespeciable, when compared with the
pour gil’s weekly donation!  She gives the for-
ty-sccond partof her income ; the most liberal of
them gives but the hundredth part of his. The
next contributes but the two hundred znd fiftieth
part of hisincome, and the hundred and fiftieth
st of his accumulating surplus.  The richest
umparts but the tive hundredth part of his income,
aod only the two hundred and fiftieth part of a
spare sum that he Lioaids up, he knows not for
what or for whom. Let him with two hundreda
yeart be as liberal as his poor ncighbour, and he
would change his two pounds annually to five.
Let him with five hundred give the forty-second
past of his income, and instead of two pounds, Lis
subscriptions would awell to nearly twelve ; and
1ct him with an annual thousand contribute in the
samc proportion as his poor neighbour, and we
shouli no longer see two pounds the amount of. his
two suascriptions, but they would rise to nearly
twenty-four, At the sight of such subscriptions,
some would exclaim, ¢ \¥hat liberality > No!
the poor girl would still far outdo them all. She
gives the weekly twopence from her necessity 3
their splendid subscriptions would be but a small
part of their superfluity; in ncither case the
twenticth part of a sum not required for present
wants, but heaped up as treasare upon carth.
Would he with a propeity yiclding annually five
hundred pounds, vie with the.poor gitl's humble
donation, he must give to the cause of God and
tumanity, at least his superfluous three hundred
pounds; and would he with the thousand ap-
gmch her in generosity, he must at least contri-
ule his treasured five hundied.  Even thentheir
liberality would not equal hers: for they would
bestow what they do not now want, und never
may, while she gives what is requited to mect
her daily necessities ; and cvery forthing she con-
tibutes. subtracts some comfort from the few she

accummulation of property to a modezate extent is
not inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of
Christianity 3 but it is equally troe, that the prin-
ciples hiere maintained will “apply with greater
force to the case of inany professing Christians
than in any case here supposed, becaase they
prossess larger property than any sum here men-
tioned, and are accumulating still more at a
speedier rate.  If these punciples are correct,
how contemptible and ptiful is whet is deemed
the hiberality of the generality of wealthy Chtis-
tians ! Butthat they are currect, we have the
judgment of the Lord Jesus Christ. e repre-
sented the poor widow who gave two mites,
which was all her living, to the treasury of the
Lotd, as far more liberal than the richy who had .
been frequently conuributing th :it salver and gold,
(Mark ati. 41-44.)

It is allowed, that no human regulations can
enforce liberality on the principle now advanced.
The circumstances xnd situations of mankind are
so vatious, that, in this respect, every Christian
should be 2 law unto himsclf. On such prines-

les, however, God will judze whether we have
getn bountiful and liberal. This is evident: from
the fact, that He, who will arp:ar as the eternal.
Judge, has already shown that he will estimate
the liberality of the professed friends of religion,
by bringing it to such a test, and by taking-into
account, in conneaton with a gty the ability of
the giver. Conscience hereafter will judge upon
this puinciple. And as God does now, and con-
science will licreafter, the Christtan that would
not be fatally deluded, should now try his Iiberal-
ity Ly this standard- Is 1t proportioned to bis:
ability ? is it adequate to the-ineans of charity.
with which God has entrusted hin 2 or does 1t
1ather comport with the defective, narrow, covet-
ous standard which seems generally to have re-
gulated the chanty of profet.ing Cluistians 2

Chiristian reader, peimit uwt the Saviour’s poor
disciples who are of a geneic..s disposition, 10 ex-
cced in liberality you who possess so many more
comforts than they, and who, Leing more favour-
cd, ought to love God inore. ~ Ferget not that Ged
looks at your ability, in conaexion with your of-
ferings to his service. Consider that the trul;
pious and gencrons poor usually contributle a muc!
larger proportion of iheir scanty earnings to the
causc of God, than most wealthy professors of the
gospel impart out of their 2bundance.  And view:
it as a shame and a flagrant sin, that they who en-
joy so anuch more from the bounty of God, should:
express towurds him so much less gratitude, and
towards man so much less compassion.—Pike,

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS..

Jonali i, 17. Matt, aii. 40.
Jonas wcs three duys and three nights in the whaic™s:
¢

Ouxr lLord scems hiere plainly to refer to the
history concerning Jouah, us to 2 real fact ; ne~
vertheless, this past of Scripture has by some been.
supposcd to contain an account merely of a pro-
phetical vision. Nothing, however, can be more
certain than, that if we will calmly bestow o lit-
tle due-and candid attention, the whole account
ey be shown o contain nothing but what was
vety possible, even consistently with the soundest
p}nilosophy and experience: for, in the firs¢
vlace—

* Although it be truc, that a sohale (properly so
called, and accurately and genetically dc!;:r:{ed)
has so small a gullet, that it could not possibly:
swallow a man; yet we ought to censider that
thic word Keelos docsnot necessarily mean a-whalej,
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as distinzuished fiom other large fishes ; but that
it propetly means a large sea monster ; and that
thers are other tishes, (the shark amongst the
rest,) that are very capable of swallowing a man
whole, and have often done so, ‘There is,
sinongst the test, ane very remarkable fish, des-
eribed as being taken even upon our own coasts,
which ouzht to be remembered on this occasion,
and to be referred to 3 althongh this in itself was
uot probably of the full size. and therefore could
not contain the boly of a1aan; hut others of jts
species very well might. A printofit, and a cu-
nous description, hy that most inzenious and faith-
ful ghilosopher, Mr. Jotn Ferzuson, may be seen
i the Phil. Trans. vol, liii. p. 170, from whence
even this small one appears to have been near
Jive feel in lensth, and of great bulk, and to have
heen mecely, as it were, one vast bag, or great
hollow tube, capable of containing the body of
any animal of size that was but, in some small
degree, inferior to its own. And, unquestiona-
bly, such a kind of fish, and of still larger dimen-
sions, iay, consistently even with the most cor-
rect ideas of any natural historian, be supposed
occasionally to have appeared in the Mediterra-
nean, as well as on our coasts, where such an one
was actually caught; it hiving come up so far
into the Kristol channel, and King’s road.

In the next place, that a mnan may continue in
the water, in some instances, without being drown-
ed, is manifested by what is related hy the author
of the Phisico-Thcology, on the best authority.
For he tells us, that he is inclined to conclude,
some persons may have the foramen ovale of the
heart remaining open all their lives, althouzh, in
the greater part of the human species, it is closed
very soon after birth; and that such persons as
have the foramen ovale so leftopen, could neither
be hanged nor drowned; because when the lungs
cease 1o play, the blood willnevertheless continue
tocirculate.  And although Mr. Chaselden doubt-
ed of this fact, yet Mr. Cowper, the anatomist,
says he often found the foramen ovale open in
acults; and gives some curious instances of this
kind, Dr. Derham, in one of his notes, mentions
several persons who were many hours and days
under water, and yet recovercd; and one who
even retained the scnse of hearing in that state,
And Dr. Plott (History of Staffordshire, p. 292)
mentions a most curious instance of a person who
survived, and lived, after having been langed at
Oxford for the space of twenty hours before she
was cut down. he fact was nototious; and her
pardon, reciting this circumslance, is extant on re-
cord. And fucther, it is well known, that what
eaables some animalsto be amphibious, is this ve-
ry circumstance of having the foramen ovale of
the heart open. (See Ray on the Creation, p.
330.)

Now, then, where is the absurdity in conceiv-
ing thet Jonas mizht have been a persor of tnis
kind, having the foramen ovale of his heart con-
tinuing open fiom his hirth to the end of his days?
In which case he conld neither he drowned by be-
ing cast into the sca, nor suflocated hy heing swal-
lowed by the fish. Neither could he well be in-
jured by the digesting flnid in the fish’s stomach ;
foritis a curious observation made by Mr. John
Hunter, that no animal substance can be digested
by the digesting fluid usually existing in animal
stomachs whilst life remains in such animal sub-
stance. His words are, (Philosophical Transac-
tions, vol. Ixii. p. 449):—

. %6 Animals, or parts of animals, pacsessed of the
living principle when taken into the stomach, are
not the least affected by the powersof that viscus,
so _lonzas the animal principle remains; thenzo
it is that we find animals of various kinds kiving
in the stomach, or even hatched and bred there:
but the moment that any of these lose the hiving
principle, they become subjsct to the digestive
powers of the stomach,  1f it were possible for a
anan’s hand, for exymple, to be introduced into
the stomach of 2 living animal, and kept there for
some considerable time, it would he found that the
dissolvent powers of the stomach could have no
effzct upon it ; butif the same hand were sepata-
ted from the body, we should then find that the
stomach woull immediately act upon it.

¢ Indeed, if this were not the casc, we shonld
find that the stomach itself ought 1o have been
made of indigestible matsria's; for if the livin
principle was not capable of preserving anima
substances from undergning that process, the sto-
mach itself would be E?guud.
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<« But we find, on the contrary, that the stomach,
which, at one instant, that is, while possessed of
the living principle, was capable of resisting the
digestive powers which it contained ; the next
moment, viz. when deprived of the living princi-
ple, is iteelf capable of heing digested ; vither by
the digestive powers of nther stomachs,or by the
remains of that power which it had of digesting
other things.”

Consistently with which ohservations of Mr.
John Hunter, we find that small fishes have been
taken alive out of the stomachs of fishes of prey,
and (not having heen killed by any bite, or other-
wise,) have survived their being devoured, and
have swam away, well recovered, and very little
+ffected by the digesting fluid,

Putting, then, all these circumstances tozether,
there appears,in the end, nothing unphilosophical
or absurd, in supposing that Jonas, or indeed any
other man, having the foramen ovale of the heart
open, (orsuch a construction of his frame as those
mentioned by Derbam had,) might be cast into
the sea, and be swallowed up whole by a great
fish, aud yct be ncither drowned, nor bitten, nor
corrupted, nor digested, nor kilted. And it will
easily follow, from the dictates of common sense,
that in that case the fish itself must either die, or
be prompted, by its feelings, to get rid of its load;
amf this it might do, perhaps, more readily near
the shorc, than in the midst of the waters; aud,
in that case, such person would certainly recover
again by degreces, 2nd escape.

1 do'not presume to say that thisis, by any
means, an exact solution of what happened to the
ﬁrophet Jonas; because there must ever be ac-

nowledged to have becn a miraculous divine in-
terposition, on the whole, in causing the circum-
stances—of the presence of the fish-—of the forma-
tion of Jonas—and of the nearness {o the shore, at

hz time of his been thrown up—to concur rightly
to elfect his deliverance 5 and how much farther
the miraculous interposition might extend, we
neither can nor ought to presume to ascertain.

But solely to show the fact to be philosophically
possible, even according to the experience we are
permitted to be acquainted with, is sufficient to
remove, and fully to answer, the ohjections of
scoffers; and is a sulficient ground for us to consi-
der our Lord’s allusion to this narration, as being
an allusion to an event that really happened.—
King.

Psalm xv.4.
¢ He swearcth to bis own hurt, and changelh nol.”

¢ In allustration of the doctrine in this clause,”
says Dr. A. Clarke, « I will introduce one fact,
w ’l,('h 1 had many years ago, from high author-
ity 2

¢ His late Majesty, Georze the Third, was ve-
ry fond of children : often in his walks both about
Windsor and St. James Park, he would stop when
he sa2w an interesting child, and speak kindly and
affectionately to it, give it some little toy, or
sweetmeat, and often a priece of money. Onc day
otservinz a little lad about four years old, who
scemed to have strayed away from ats fellows, he
addiessed it, and finding it intellizent for its age,
he took 1t hy the hand, and led it towards the pa-
lace, the chill nothing loath. He brought the
little fellow into the Queen’s apartment, and pre-
sented it to her, with <« Here, Queen, here is a
very nice little boy, that T have picked up in my
walk,’>—and then addressing the lad, < ‘I'hat’s
the Queen, my dear, bow to her.” A choir was
immediately brought, the little fellow was scated
on it, and in & trice, some swectmeats and fruit
were laid before himn.  Little master felt himself
quite at Lome, ate freely, and endeavovrad to an-
swer every question that was put to him.  And
when he had well eaten, it was suzgosted, that
the child mizht be missed, and ceuse anxiety in
the family ; it would be best to restore him to his
play-gtound, Before he was removed from his
chair, the King took out a new guinca, and placed
it before him, saying, « Herc, my deer, is a pret-
ty thing, which 1 will give you?> The child
looked at it for some tiine, and then zith his tin-
ger pushed it away on the teble, saying, < 1don’
know it—1 won’t have it;”? and looked indiffer-
ently over the table.  The King said, < Well, my
dcar, if yon won’t have this, what will you have?
—come, tell me what you’ll have, and I will give
it toyou.” There were several papers of a very
important nature then lying on the table, which

m
lately been brought iato the royal apartment ;

the child looking carnestly at one, s2id, ¢ I’ll have
that 'Im-tt picture,?? and put his hand towards
it, The King lovked confounded, and hesitated ;
the Queen, for a time, was equally surprised, but
she first broke silence, (the child having then his
pretly picture in his hund, which was no other
than a ncw bank nole for a very large amount /)
and said, ¢le must have it-your Majesty’s
word is passed: your royal promise cannot be re~
called.” The King, with great good humour, as-
sented withy ¢ Yes, yes, lie shull have it.” A
faithful domestic was called, the child delivered
to him, with the injunction to take him back to
the park, find out his play-mates,’or nurse, eni
follow their directions, till he should find the
dwelling and parents of the child—nothing of ei-
ther being knowa to his Majesty or his domestic-.
The servant was success[n{, delivered the child
and his pretty picture, to the astonished father and
mother; returned, and gave such an account to
the royal pair, as satisfied them, that while his
Muyesly had sworn to his own hurt, and would
not change, a wise Providence had directed the
whole transaction. The story was well known
in the royal family, but there is rezson to think,
the family cf the child was never mentioned ; for
I could learn no morz of this singulas history, than
the facts, the substunce of which is before the
reader. I well know, that George the Third
fﬁ:ned Gmli& and heldhhxs ow& wor }:acml: no-
thing could induce him to «e his purpose,
whe’x‘: he believed he was xigbtg,"" piwe

Job vii. 19,
¢ Let me alone *till 1 swallow down my spittle.”

This is a provetb among the Aradiaas to the
resent day,—by which they understand, give me
cave to rest after my fatiguc. This isthe favour

which Job complains is not granted him. Therc
are two instances, quoted by Schaulten’s, which
illustrate the passage. One is of a person, whe,
when eagerly pressed 1o give an account of bis
travels, answered with impatience, ¢« Let me
swallow down my spittle; for my joumey hath
fatigued me.”® The other instance is of a quick
return made to one who used that proverb ¢ & Suf-
fer me,” said the person impottuned, « to swallow
down 1ny spiitls °—{o which lLis friend replied,
¢ You may, if you please, swallow down even
Tigris and Euphrates :>—that is, take what time
you please.—Lib. Researches.

Divinatton.—Four kinds of divination are par-
ticularly mentioned in sacred history, viz: b
the cup, Gen. xliv. 5,—by arrows, Ezekiel xx1.
21,—by inspecting the livers of slaughtered ani-
mals, Ezekiel xxi. 21,—and by the staff, Hosea
iv. 12

Drvination by the cup appears {o have been the
most ancient ; it certatnly prevailed in Egypt in
the time of Jossph, (Gen. xliv. 5.)and it has from
time immemorial been prevalent amoug the Asia-
tics, who have a tradition (the arigin of which is
lost in the lapse of ages.) thut there was a cup
which had passed successively into the hands of
different potentates, and which possessed the
strange property of representing in it the whole
world, and all the things which were then dcing
init. * The Peisians, to this day, call it the C
of Jemsheed, from a very ancient king of Persia
of that name, whotn late historians and poets have
confoupded with Bacchus, Solomon, Alexander
the Great, &c. This cup, filled with the clixic
of immottality, they say,was discovered when dig-

ing the foundations of Persepolis, To_ this eup
gle Persian yoets have numerous allusions ; and
to the iutelligence supposed to have been received
from it, they ascribe the great prosperity of their
antient monarchs, as by it they understood aill
events, past, preseot, and the future. Many of
the Mohummedan princes and governors affectstiil
to have iuformation of futurity by mcans of a cup.
Thus, when Mr. Norden was at Dehr or Detriin
the farthest part of Exypt, in a vety dengerous
situation, from which he and his company endea-
vored to extricate themselves by excrling great
spirit, & spiteful and powerful Arab in a threeten-
ing way told one of their people, whom they had
seut to him, that he knew what sort of people they
were, that he had consulted kis cup, and bad found
by it that they were those of whom one of their
prophets had said, that Franks would come in
diszuise, and passing every where, examine the
state of the countsy, and alterwards bring over &
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gieat number of other Franks, conquer the coun-
try, and exterminate all. It was precisely the
same thing that Joseph meant when he talked of
divining by hus cup. .

Julius Serenus tells us, that the methnd of di-
vining by the cup amonz the Abyssinians, Chal-
decs, and Egyptians, was to fill it first with water,
then to throw into it their plates of gold and sil-
ver, together with some precious stones, whercon
were angraven certain characters: and, after thatg
the persons who came to consult the oracle used
certain forms of incantation, aud so calling upon
the devil, reccived their enswer several wayss
sometimes by atticulate sounds, sometimes by the
characters, which were in the cup, atising upon
the surface of the water, and by this arrangement
forming the auswer; and many times by the visi-
ble appearing of the persons themscives about
whoin the oracle was consulted. Cornelius Agrip-
pa tells us likewise, that the manner of some was
1o pour melted wax into a cur containing water,
which wax would range itself into order, and so
form answers, according to the questions proposed.
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.
[coxTinuxD.]

Tusx first Christian church, founded by the
apostles, was that of Jerusalem, which was the
model of all those that were afterwards crected
during this first century. This chuech was, how-
ever, governed by the apostles themsclves, to
whom both the elders, aud those who were in-
trusted with the care of the poor, eventhe deacons,
were subject, The pcople, though they had not
gbandoned the Jewish worship, beld, however,
separate assemblics, in which they were instruct-
ed by the apostlesand elders, prayed together, ce-
Jebrated the holy Supper in rememirance of
Christ, of his death and sufferings, and the salva-
ticn offered to mankind through him ; and at the
conclusion of these meetings, they testitied their
mutual love, partly by their liberality to the poor,
and partly !;y sober and friendly repasts, (Acts ii.
42,) which from thence were called feasts of cha-
rity. Among the virtues which distinguished the
vising church in this its infancy, thatof charity
to the poor and necdy shone in the first tank, and
with the brightest lustre. The rich supplied the
wants of their indigent brethren with such libe-
ra'ily and readincss, that, as St. Luke tells us,
among the primitive disciplcs of Christ, all things
were i common. (Acts ii. 44; iv. 32.) This ex-
E:c;lsion hos, however, been greatly atused, and

been made to signify a community of rizhts,
goods, or possessions, than which interpretation
nothing is more groundless, nothing more false.
For, from a mullitude of reazons, zs well 2s from
the express words of St. Peter, (Acts v. 4,) it is
sbundantly manifest that the community, which
is implied in mutual use and mutual liberality, is
the only thing intended in this possage.

The aposties having finished their work at Je-
rusalem, went from thence to employ their Jabours
in other mations : travelled, with this view, over
« great of the known world, and in 2 short
period planted a vast number of churches among
the Genliles. Severa! of these are mentioned in
the sacred writings, pasticulerly in the Acts of
the Apostles; tbonsg“- these are, undoubtedly, but
a small patt of the churches which were founded,
cither by the apostles themselvcs, or by their dis-
ciples under their immediate direction. The dis-
tance of time, and the want of records, leave us
at a loss with respect to many interesting circum-
stances of the peregrinations of the apostles; nor
have we any certain or precise accounts of the
limits of their voyages, of the particular countries
where they sojourned, nor of the times and places
in which they finished theirzloiious course. The
slories that are told concerning their arrival aud
exploits among the Gauls, the English, the Spa-
niards, the Germans, the Americans, the Chinese,
the lm.!um, and the Russians, are too romantic
in their nature, and of too recent a date, to be
received by an impartial inquirer after truth. The
greatest pari of these fables were forged after the
time of Charlemagae, when most of the Christian
churches contended 2boat the anti(“aity of their
srigin, with as much vehemence asthe Arcadians,
Egyptians, and Greeks, disputed formerly about
their seniotity and precedence.

At the same time, the beauty and excellence
of the Christian religion excited the admiration of
the thinking part of mankind, wherever the apos-
tles directed their course.  Many, who were not
willing to adopt the whole of its éoclunu, were,
nevertheless, as appears from undoubted records,
so struck with the account of Christ’s life and ac-
tions, and churmed with the sublime purity of his
precepts, that they ranked him in the number of
the greatest herocs, nay, even of the gods them-
selves. Great numbers kept, with the utmost
care, in their houses, pictures or images of the
divine Saviour and his apostles, which they treat-
ed with the bighest marks of veneration and re-
spect.  And so illustrious was the fame of Christ’s
power grown, after his resurrection from the dead,
and the miraculous gifts shed from oe high upon
his apostles, that the Emperor Tiberius is said to
have proposed his being cnrolled among the gods
of Rome, which the opposition of the senate hin-
dered fiom taking effect. Many have douhted of
the truth of this story ; there are, however, seve-
ral authors of the first note who have declared,
that the reasons alleged for the truth of this fact
are such as have removed their doubts, and ap-
peared to them satisfactory and conclusive.

When we consider the rapid progress of Chris-
tianity among the Gentile nations, and the poor
and feeble instruments by which this great and
amazing event was immediately effected, we
must naturally have recourse {o an omnipotent
and invisible hand, as ils true and proper cause.
For unless we suppose here a divine interposition,
how was it possible that men, destitute of all hu-
man aid, without credit or riches, learning or elo-
quence, could, in 30 short a time, persuade a con-
siderable part of mankind to abandon the religion
of their ancestors? How was it possible, that a
handful of apostles, who, as fishermen and publi-
cans, must have been contemned by their own
nation, and as Jews, must have been odious to all
others, could engage the learned and the mighty,
as well as the simple and those of low degree, to
forsake their favourite prejudices, and to embrace
a new religion, which was an enemy to their cor-
rapt passions ¢ And, indeed, there were un-
doubted marks of a celestial power porpetually at-
tending their rniniltrg'. There was, in their very
language, an incredible energy, an amazing pow-
er of sending lizht into the understanding, and
conviction into the heart. To this were added,
the commanding influence of stupendous miracles,
the foretelling of future events, the power of dis-
ceming the secret thoughts and intentions of the
neart, 2 magnanimity superior to all difficulties, 2
contempt of riches and honours, a serenc tianquil-
lity in the face of death, and au invincitle pa-
tience under torments still more dreadful than
aeath itself; and ail this accompanied with lives
free fiom all stzin, and adomed with the constant
practice of sublime virtue. Thus were the mes-
sengers of the divine Saviour, the heralds of his
sxintu:l 2nd immortal kingdom, furnished for
their glotious work, as the unanimous voice of an-
cient history so loudly testifies. Thc event suffi-
ciently declares this; for without these remarka-
ble and extraordinary circumstances, no rational
account can be given of the rasid propagation of
the gospel throughout the world.

What indeed contributed further to this glorious
event, was, the power vested in the apostles of
transmitting to their disciples these miraculous
gifls. For many of the fist Christians were no
sooncer baptized according to Christ’s appointment.
and dedicated to the service of God by solemn
pra{er and the imposition of hands, than they
spoke the languages they had never known or
learned before ; foretold future events, healed the
sick by pronouncing the name of Jesus, restored
the dead to life, and performed many things
above the reach of human power. itis no
wonder, if men, who had the power of communi-
cating to others these marvellous gifts, appcared
Tat and respectable, wherever they exercised
their glorious ministry.

Such, then, were the true causes of that amaz-
ing rapudity with which the Christian religion
spread itscll vpon earth; and those who pretend
to assign other reasons for this surprising event,
indulge themsclves in idle fictions, which must
disgust evesy altentive oleerver of men and
things. In vaia, therefore, have some imagined
that the extraordinary liberality of the Christians
to their poor, was a temptation to the more indo-

lent and corrupt part of the maltitude to embrace

the gos(re\. Such malignant and superficial rea-
soners do not consider, that those who embraced
this divine religion exposcd their lives to the most
imminent danger; nor have they aftention e-
nough to recollect, that ncither lazy nor vicious
members were suffersd to remain in the soclety
of Christians. Equally vain is the invention of
those who imagine, that the prefligate lives of
the heathen priests was an occasion of the con-

.version of many to Christianity. For, though

this might indeed give them a disgust at the reli-
gion of these unworthy wministers, get it could
not, alone, attach them to that of Jesus, which
offered them from the world no other prospects
than those of poverty, infamy, and death. The
person who could embrace the gospel, solely from
the motive now mentioned, must have reasoned
in this senscless and extravagant manner: ¢ The
ministers of that teligion which I have professed
from my infancy, lead profligate lives ; therefore,
I will become a Christian, join myself to that body
of men who are condemned by the laws of the
state, and thus expose my life and fortune to the
most imminent danger.”
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BIOGRAPHY.

THE LIFL OF THE REV. JOIIN WESLEY, A.M.

[conTiNUED.]

At the Confercnce of 1745 a general view of
church-government was adopted.” A minister of
Christ was contemplated as commencing his la-
bours atsome given place. He raises a society.
Then he visits other places in the neighbourhood,
where also his ministty is crowned with succese,
and he forms more societies, over every one of
which he appoints some one to watch. These
are Deacons.  As the work advances, they re-
quire other subordinate Deacons to assist them, in
regard of whom they are Presbyters or Elders,
while the first minister upon whom they all de-

nd as their father in the Lord, and the common
ﬁfua of union to them all with their respective
charges, may be called the Bishop or Overseer of
the whole. ~ At a subsequent Conference it was
concluded, that although this plan of government
5enerallf~ prevailed in the apostolic egs, it was
not absolutely binding, in all its details, on Chris~
tians in every period; that, if the great principles
which it involves are duly secured, various modi-
fications of the form, according to time and cir-
cumstances, are allowable. And one of those
principles which Mr. Wesley held to be, if not
ahsalutely essential, yet strictly scriptural and
highty beneficial, (as the unbroken tenor of his
subsegnent life fully proved,) was the priuciple
of a united ministry, end of a connexion between
the several societies founded on the union of their
ministry, and on their subjection, in all mattery
of general hearing, to one common discipline.
Having satisfied himself on the subject of church
government, and regarding himself as a seriptural
hishop, Mr. Wnley proceeded to call forth preach~
ers, and set them apart or erdain them to the sa-
cred office, for the pu of establishing and ex-
tending that great work which he had the honour
of commencing. Still he did not go beyond the
necessity. He could make this scriptural ap;
pointment of ministers and ordinances without r¢~
nouncing communion with the established Chure®,
and therefore be did »ot tensunce &, nor did the
church itself see fit to interfere 30 as to exslude
him. In these views, Charles Wesley te, who
was at every one of the early confereaces, con-
curred with him ; and if he thought somewhat
differently on thess points aftenwards, it was act
John, but Charles, who departed from fisst prin-

ciples.

l;n the month of August, 1747, Mr. Wesky
visited Ircland for the first time; and found n
Dublin & considerable society, which had been
formed by Mr. Williams, one of the preachers.
Mr. Wesley, after remaining a shent time, re~
quested his brother to succeed him, who found
that a persecution had commenced against the in-
fant society, and that a Popish mob had commit-

ted gross out Soma of the rioters were sent
to prison, but the Grand Jury, at the following ae-
sizes, i d the bill, and thus gave up the:

Methodists to the fary of a licentiows mob.  Mr.
Chatles Wesley continued in Irelandn considers
able time, and societies were fomedkglilextnt
patts of the country. )
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While theee indefatizable ministers of Christ
were thus exerting themselves to promote a gene-
tal revival of pure religion, the preachers under
their divection, though Yabouting in more limited
districts of country, were scarcely less laboriously
smployed. At this period one of them writes
from Launcashire to Mr. Wesley :—« Many doors
are opened for preaching in these parts, bul can-
not be supplied for want of preachers. I think
some one should be sent to assist me, otherwise
we shall lose ground, My circuit requires me to
travel one handred and £ty wiles in two weeks 3
during which time Ipreach publicly thitty-fouc
times, besides meeting the societies, visiting the
sick, and traneacting other affairs.”?

Of the preachers, some were engaged in busi-

ness, and preached at their leisure in their own
nci;.;ilbom wods; but still, zealous for the salva-
tion of men, they often took considerable jouraeys.
Others gave themselves up, for o time, to more
extended labours, and then settled.  Butthe third
class, who had become the rezular ¢ Assistants®
and “Helpers of Mr. Wesley, were devoted
wholly to the wark of the ministry ; and, after a
period of probation, and a scrutiny into their cha-
racter, doctrinal vicws, and talents, at the annual
Conferences, were admitted, by solemn prayer,
into what was called ¢ full connexion,” which
was, in fact, their ordmation.  No provision was,
however, made, at this carly period, for their
meintenance.  They took neither ¢ puise nor
scrip3? they cast themselves upon the providence
of God, and the hosptality and kindness of the
societies; and were by them, hke the primitive
preachers, «helped forward after a godly sort,”
on their joumneys, to open new places, and to in-
struct those for whase souls % no man cared” It
mizht be 25 truly said of them as of the first pro-
pagators of Cluisticnity, they had ¢ no certain
dwellinz-place.”?  Under the severity of lahour,
and the wretched accommodations to which they
cheerfully submitted, many 2 fine constitution
was broken, and premature death was often in-
duced. . .

At the early annual Confrrences, the doctiines
which shonld be tau<ht were one of the principal
subjects of conversation. It 15, however, proper
1o observe, that the clergyinen and others who
thus assembled, did not meet to draw up formal
articles of fuith, They admitted those of the
Church of England, and their principal object was
to ascertain how several of the doctrines relative
1o cxperimental Christianity, which they found
stated in substance in those articles, and further
illustrated in the homilies, were to be understond
and explained. This light they sought from mu-
tual discussion,in which everv thing was brought
to the standaid of the word of inspired truth,

The Minutes of the carly Conferences contain
net only the teconds of these ronversations, but
also the frame of the discipline of the body, grow-
ing wp from year to year, and embodied in many
copions directions and arrngements,  The most
important of these remain in force to this day,
although some, in 2 maturer state of the society.
have gone into disuse. It is worthy of remark,
because it goes 1o show the importance which
Mr. Wesley attached to an academical prepara-
tion for the ministry, that the ¢ establishment of
a seminary for Laboutes™ was a subject of con-
versation at the very fiist Conference which was
held,.in the year 1744, and was resumed the fol-
lowing year. In the manuscript copy of the Mi-
nates of 1744, it is asked, ¢ Con we have asemi-
nary for Lebourers?  And the answer is, « If
301 spate us 1l another Conforence.” The year
afier it was inquired, € Can we have a semmnary
for Labonters ye1 1 Answer, «Not )l God
gives us a proper {uter??  ‘The institntion was
thus actually tesolved upan, and delayed only by
circumstances.  The reasons why the projeet was
not afterwards cartied into offeety, appear to hiave
heen the rapud spread of the work, and the con-
seqent dewnd for 2ddiinnal preackers.  Mr.
Wesley also looked 10 Kinvswood School as sub-
sidiary to this destan.  In the meantime, he en-
joined on the yreachers the study of the original
scnptures, and alargze couse of thealogical and
genetal reading.  The dortrines and practical
branches of the discipline of the body being ge-
nerally settledy, Mr. Wesley desisted from pub-
tishing extracts from the Minutes of the annual
Confecences for soveszl yeais.

Mr. Charles Wesley married in 1749, yet stilt
conlinued his lzbours with but little abatement.

THE WESLEYAN.
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About this time some difference avose between
the two brothers, The very success whiih had
been vouchsafed to their labours seems to have
operated on the prejudices of Charles in favour of
the Church, and he sought to obtain a share in
the government of the societies with his brother,
and to adopt those plans which, hy limiting the
number of the preachers, would have greatly pre-
vented the estension of the work, Mr. Wesley,
discovering what were his views, felt little dis-
posed to assent to his having co-authority with
himselfin the management of the connevion ; and
Charles afterwards withdeawing more from public
life, the government remained with John more
exclusively than before.  Inthis differénce, there
was no unworthy jealousy between the two bro-
thers ; butthey continued to cherish the most ten-
der atfection for cach other,

Previously to this time, Mr. Wesley had form-
ed an attachment to Mis. Grace Murray, a pious
and respectable woman ; but his union  with her
was prevented by the interference of his brower.
Sull, however, “believing that his cutering the
martiage state would promote his uscfulness, he,
in the year 1751, was united to Mrs, Vizelle, a
widow lady of independent fortnune; but the
union did not prove }u’oductivc of the comfort and
advantages which Mr. Wesley anticipated.

A school at Kingswood, near Bristol, for the
children of the poor, had been long buddl; but
that neighbourhood was also fixed upon by Mr.
Wesley for an institution, 1n which the sons of
the preachers, and those of the richer Methodists,
should receive at once the best education,and the
most efficient religious training, It was otpened
in June, 1748, and he published soon after a
¢« Short Account® of the institution, with the plan
of education adopted, particularly for these who
were toremain so long in it as to go throuzh a
course of academicd learning; and adds, ¢ Who-
ever carelully sovs through this course, will be a
better schiolar than nine in ten of the graduates at
Oxford and Cambridge.”” In this great and good
design, he grasped at too much; and the school
came in time to be contined to the sons of preach-
ers, and ccased, as at first, to receive other
Roarders. Indeed, from theincrease of the preach-
crs® families, the school was rapidly filled, and
required enlargement at different times; and fi-
nally, it was necessary to establish a sccond schoal
at Woodhouse-grave, in Yorkshire, The circum-
stance of the preachers being so much from home,
and removing every one or two years from their
circuits, rendered an institution of this kind im-
perative ; and, as it necessanily grew out of the
system of itinerancy, it was cheerfully and libe-
rally, thouzh often inadequately, supported by
private subscriptions, and a public annual collec-
tion throughout all the congregations.  The most
eratifvinz moral results have f dlowed ; and a use-
ful 2nd religious education has been secured to the
sons of the preachers, many of whom, engazed in
ofessional or commesrcial pursuits. are now found
filling, honourably to themselves, important situ-
ations in general society, and some, having af-
forded undeniable proofs of genuine conversion,
and of a divine call to public labours in the Church
of Christ, have been admitted into the minstry,
and are among its bighest omaments, or itsbright-
est hopes. While it is cause of gratulation that
an institution for the cducation of the junior
preachers is now determined on, it is, however,
to be regretted, that the ariginal plan of Mr. Wes-
ley, o found 2n institution for the connexion at
larae. which should unite the advantages of a
school and a college, has not yet becn resumed
with 2 vicw to its being carried into eflect.  Va-
tious circumstances,at that eatly period, militated
against the success of this excellent project,
which have gradually disappeared ; and if in that
infant state of the cause, Mr, Wesley wisely
thouzht that Methodism shonld provide for all ats
wants, religions and educational, within itself,
much mote incumbent is it to do s0 now. Many
of the sons of ocar friends, for want of such a nro-
vision, have heen placed in schools where their
1eligious principles have been neglected or per-
verted ; an? too often have been taught to ridi-
cule, or to be ashamed of, the religious profession
of their fathers,

In the autumn of 1753; Mt. Wesley wasthreats
encd with consumplion, brought on, in the midst
of his great and continuous labonr, hy repeated
attacks of cold. Ry the advice of Dr. Fothergill,

he retired to Lewisham ; and here, not knowing

hotw it mizht please God {o dispose of him, and
wishing ¢ to prevent vile penegyric,” in case of
death, ke wtote his epitaph as follows =

HERE LIETH
THE BODY OF JOLN WESLEY,

A BRASD PLUCKED OUT OF TIIE BURNING 3
WO DIED OF A CONSUMPTION IN THE FIFTA-FIRSS
YEAR OF NIS AGE,

NOT LEAVING, AFTER 1115 DEUTS ARE PAID,
TEN POUNDS BENMIND 113
IRAYING,

God be merciful to me an unprofituble servant ¢

—

He ordered that this, il any, ineeription should be
flaced on bis tumb-stone.

During Mr. Wesley’s illness, Mr, Whitefield
wiote to him in a strain which shows the fulness
of affection which cxisted between those great and
gooll men, notwithistanding their differences of

opinion. The lelter is dated Bristol, December
3, 1753 :—

¢ Rev. AND YERY DEAR Sin,

s Jf seeing you so weak when leaving London
distressed me, the news and prospect of your ap-
proaching dissolution hath gquite weighed me
down. I pity myself and the church, but not you.
A radiant throne awaits you, and ere long you
will enter into your Master’s joy. Yonder ho
stands with a massy crown, ready to put it on
your head, amidst an admiring throng of saints
and angels. But I, poor I, that have been wait-
ing for my dissolution these nineteen years, must
be left behind to grovel here below!  Well!
this is mf' comfoit - it cannot be long ere the cha-
riots will be sent even for worthless me.  If pray-
ers can detain them, even you, Hev. and ve
dear Sir, shal} not leave us yet ; but if the decree
is gone forth, that you must now fall asleep in
Jesus, ma hie kiss your soul away, and give yon
to die in the embraces of triumphant love! Ifin
the land of the dying, 1 ho[pe to pay my Jast resd
pects to you next week., If not, Rev. and very
dear 8iry f~g—t—e—w-—ec—1-1. Ego sequar,
¢t si non passibus aquis.* My heart is too big,
tears trickle down too fast, and you are, Ifear, too
weak, for me to enlarge. Underneath you, may
there be Chirist’s everlasting arms ! I ‘commend
you to his never-failing metcy, and am,

«Rev. and very dear Sir,
¢ Your most affectionate, sympathising, and
afflicted younger brother 1 the Gospel of our
conmtnon Loutrd,
¢« G. Warrerienp,”?

From Lewisham Mr. Wesley removed to the
hot wells, near Bristol ; and, everint nt wpon im~
proving time, began his Notes on the New Tes-
tament. For some time after this, he appears to
have remained in an invalid state.  During his
illness, Mr. Charles Wesley went forth to visit
the societics, and to supply his brother’s place.

In 1755, at_the Confereuce held in Leeds, the
question was formally discussed, whether the Me-
thodists ought to separate from the Church; and
it was decided that, whether Jawful or not, it was
not expedient.  Mr. Chailes Perronet and some
others, for whom Mr. Wesley had great respect,
were at this tine urging him to make full provi-
sion for the spiritual wants of his peaple, 28 being
in fact m a state of real and hopeless soparation
from the Church; and he did, some years after-
wards, so far relax, 2s to allow of preacling in
church-hours undér ceitain circumstances, as, 1.
When the minister was wicked, or held perni-
cious doctiine; 2. When the churches would not
contain the population of a town, or where the
church was distant.  In_that case, he prescribed
reading the Psalms and Lessons, and past of the
Liturgy. And for thus purposc, as well as for the
use of the Amencan socicties, he published his
abridzment of the Comitnon Prayer, undert the ti-
tle of tlie ¢ Sunday Scrvice of the Methodists,”

In 1756, he printed an Address to the Clergy,
plain, affectionate and powerful-—breathing at
once the spinit of an Apostle, and the fecling of a
brother. Happy if that call had been hicard! Ho
might, perbaps, be influenced in this by a still
lingering hope of a reviaal of the spitit.of zeal
and picty among {he ministers of the established
Church ; in which casc that scparation of his peo-

® &1 shall follow, though not with equai slepa.??



ple from the Church, which he began to foresce
as otherwisc tnevitabley hie thought inight be pre-
vented; and this he had undoubtedly much et
heatt. Undet the same view it H)robably wils,
that, in 1764, he addressed a circular to all the
scrious clergy whom he knew, inviting them to
a closer co-operation an promoting the inllucnce
of religion in the land, without any sacrifice of
opinion, and being still at liberty, as to outward
order, to remain ¢ quite regular, or quite ircegti-
lar, or partly regular and partly irregutar.??  Of
the thitty-four clergymen addiessed, only three
returned any answer. From this time he gave
up alt hope of a formal connexion with even the
plous clergy, ¢ They are,” e observes, ¢ a rope
of sand, and such they will coutinuey and he,
thetefore, st himself, with deep scriousness, to

ctpetuate the union of his preachers. At the
%onference of 1769, he rcad a paper, the object of
which was to bind the preachers together by a
closer tie, and to provide for the continuance of
tieir union after his death. ‘T'hey were to engage
solemnly to devote themsclves to God, to preach
the otd Methoilist doctrines, and to maintain the
whole Mecthodist discipline ; after Mr. Wesley’s
death, they were to repair to London, and those
who chose to act in concert were to draw up ar-
ticles of agreement; whilst such as did not so
-agree were to be dismissed ¢ in the most friendly
way possible.” They were then to choose a Com-
mittee by vote, each of the members of which
was to be moderator in his turn, and this Commit-
tee was to enjoy Mr. Wesley?s power of proposing
preachers to be adimitted or excluded, of appointing
their stations for the ensuing year, and of fixing
the time of the next Confeience. This 2ppears
o have been the first sketch of an ecclesiastical
constitution for the body ; and it muinly consisted
in the entire delegation of the power which Mr.
Waesley had always exercised, to a committee of
preachers, to be choscn hy the rest when assembled
in Conference, The forin of government he thus
proposed was, therefore, a species of cpiscopacy,
to he exercised by a committec of three, tive, or
seven, as the casc might be.  Anotherand amore
eligible provision was subsequently made; but
this sufficiently shows that Mr. Weslev had given
up all bope of strict union with the Church and
his eflorts were henceforth directed merely to pre-
vent any thing like formal separation, and the
epen renunciation of her communion « hence he
would not allow his preachers to administer the
sacraments.

About this time, much prejudice was excited
against Mr. Wesley, in Scotland, by the republi-
cation of Hervey”s Eleven Letters.  He had three
times visited that country; and, preaching only
upon the fundamental truths of Clristianity, had
been received with great aflection.  The societics
had increased, and scveral of his preachers were
stationed in different towns.,  Lady Frances Gar-
diner, the widow of Colonel Gardiner, and other

atsons eminent for picty and rank, attended the

Tethodist ministry ; but the publication of this
wretched work caused a temporary odium. Her-
vey, who had been one of the little band at Ox-
ford, became a Calvinist; and as his notions grew
wore rigid with age, so his former feelings of gra-
titude and friendship to Mr. Wesley were blunt-
c¢d. He had also fallen into the hands of Cud-
‘worth, a decided Antinomian, who ¢ ut in and
out” of the Letters ¢ what he pleased.” The
were not, however, published until Hervey’s
death, .and against his dying injunction. It is
just to so excellent 2 man to record this fact; but
the work was published in England, and repub-
lished, with a violent preface by Dr. Erskine, in
Scotland 3 and, a2mong some of the Calvinists, it
had the effect of producing very unfavourable
views of Mr. Wesley.

_ Methodism having begun to make some progress
in America, in consaguence of the cmigration of
some of the members of the society from England
and Ircland, Mr. Wesley inguired of the preach-
ers at the Conference of 1769, whether any of
them would embark. in that service, Mesars.
Boardman and Pilmoor, two execellent men, of
good gifts, volunteered their services, and were
sent to take the charge of the societies. From
this time_the work spread with great rapidity ;
more than twenty preachers had devoted them-
selves to it previously to the war of independence 3
and socicties were raisedup in Maryland, Virgi-
hia, NewYork and Pennsylvania. During the
"war, they:still prosccuted their labours ;:though,

as several of them took the side of the mother
country, they were exposcd to danger. Others,
with inote discretiony held on thelr way insilence,
speaking only of the things of God. After the
war was terminated, political views were laid
aside, and Mr. Wesley made a provision for the

overnment of his American societics, which will

¢ subsequently adverted to. They became, of
course, independent of British Methodism, but
have honoura..iy preservad, in zeneral, the doc-
trines, the discipline, and, above all, the spirit of
the body. Great, and even astonishing, has been
their sticcess in that new and rising country, to
the wide-spread seftlements of which their plan
of itinerancy was admirably adapted. 7The Me-
thodists are hecome, 88 to numbers, the leading
religious body of the Union ; and their annual in-
crease is very great, It is also satisfactory to
remark, that the leading preachers and members
of the Mcthodist Church in the United States ap-
pear to he looking forward with enlarged views,
and with prudent regard, to the future, and to
aim at the cultivation of learning in conjunction
with piety, Several colleges have been from
time to time established ; and recently, a univer-
sity, for the education of the youth of the Ameri-
can Connexion, ‘has been founded, The work in
the United States has been distinguished by fre-
quent and extraordinary revivals of religion, in
which a sienal effect has been produced upon the
moral condition of larze districts of country, and
great numbers of people have been rapidly brought
under a concern for their salvation. In the con-
templation of results so vast, and in so fesv years,
we may devoutly exclaim, % What hath God
wrought 1!

In 1775, Mr, Wesley, during a tour in the
north of Ireland, had a dungerous sickness, occa~
sioned by sleeping on the ground, in an orchard,
in the hot weather, which he says he had been
¢ accustomed to do for forty years, without ever
being injured by it.”> He was slow to admit that
old age had arrived, or he trusted to triumph long
over its infirmities, The consetiucnce in this case,
however, was that, after manfully struggling with
the incipient symploms of the complaint, and at-
tempting to throw them off by reading, journcy-
ing and preaching, he sunk into a severe fever,
from whicli, after lying insensible for some days,
he recovered with extraordinary rapidity ; and re-
sumed a service which, extended as it had been
throt;gh %0 many years, was not yet to be termi-
nat-d.

The Foundery having hecome too small for the
comfortable accommodation of the congregation in
that part of London, and being also gloomy and
dilapidated, a new chape! was erected in the year
1778. ¢4 November Ist,? says Mr. Wesley, ¢ was
the day appointed for opening the new chapel in
the City-toad. 1t is perfectly neat, but not fine,
and contains far more than the Foundery ; T be-
lieve, together with the moming chapel, as many
as the Tabemacle. ‘Many were afraid that the
multitude, crowding from all parts, would have
occasioned mich distutbance ; but they were hap-
pily disappointed—there was none at all : all was
quietness, decency and order. I preached on
part of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the
temple; and both in the morning and afternoon
God was eminently present in the midst of the
congregation.’? Hete the brothers agreed to offi-
ciate as often .as possible till the congregation
should be settled. ~ Twe resident clergymen were
aiso employcd at this chapel as curates, for read-
ing the full chureh “ervice, administering the sa-
craments, and burying the dead.

In 1778, Mr. Wesley bezan to publish a period-
ical work, which he “entitled, <« The Anmninian
Magnzine; consisting of Extracts and Original
Treatises on Universal Redemption.”® He need-
¢d a medium. through which he could reply to the
numesous attacks made upon him ; and he made
use of it further, to introduce into general circula-
tion several choice trealises on Universal Redemp-
tion, and to publish -selections -from his valuable
correspondence with pious persons. He conduct-
ed this work while he lived: and it is still conti-
nued by the Confetence, under the title of the
« Wesleyan-Methodist Magazinc,?®-on the same
general principles 28 to its theology, though on a
more cnlarged. plan.

Tn 1783, Mr. Wesley snid a visit to Holland,
having been pressed to undeitake this joumncy by
a.Mr., Perguson, formerly. a member of -the Lon-

don sociely, ‘who. had _made acquaintance with
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some B‘nous people, who, having read Mr, Wes-
ley’s Sermons, were desirous of seeing him. The
record which he has made in his journal of this
joutney, exhibits his activity at so advanced an
age, and presents an interesting pictuve of his in-
tercousse with a pious remnant in several parts of
that morally deteriorated country.

That provision for the stability and the govern-
ment of the connexion after his death, which had
been to Mr. Wesley a matter of serious conoern
for several years, was accomplisted in 1784, and
gave him, whenever he subsequently adverted to
the subject, the greatest satisfaction. From this
time he felt that-he had nothing more to do than
to spend his remaining life in the same spiritual
labours in which he had been so long engaged s
and that he had done all that a true prudente Te-
quired, to provide for the continuance and exten-
sion of @ work which had so strangely cnlarged
under his superintendence,

This settlement was effected by a legal instru-
ment, entolled in Chancery, called # A Deed of
Declaration,”? in which one hundred preacheér,
mentioned {:y name, were declared to be ¢ the
Conference of the people called Methodists.? By
means of this Decd, a legal description was given
to the term ¢ Conference,” and the settiement
of the chapels upon trustées was provided fof;
so that the appointment of preacheis to officiate
in them should ke vested in the Conference, as it
had herctofore been in Mr. Wesley., As the
whole of the |pr«:achers were not included in fhe
Deed, and a few who thought themselves cqual-
l{ entitled o be of the hundred preachers who
thus formed the legal Conference, weré excepted,
some dissatisfaction arose; but as all the preach-
ers were eligible to be introduced into that body,
as vacancies cccurred, this feeling was but par-
tialy and soon subsided. All the preachers in full
connexion were also allowed to vote in the Con-
ference ; and subsequently, those who were nat
of the hundred, but had been in connexion a cer-
tain number of years, were permitted, by.their
votes, to put the President into nomination for the
election of the legal committec. Thus all reason-
able ground for mistrust and jealousy wasremoved
from the body of the preachers at large, and with
respect to the hundred preachers themselves, -the
President heing chosen annually, and each being
eligible to that honour, efficiency of admisteain-
tion was wisely connccted” with equality. The
consequence has been, that the Preachers-have
generally remained most firmly united by affec-
tion and mutual confidence, 2nd that few.gerious
disputes have ever arisen amony them, .or have
eatended beyond a very few individuals. Eccle~
siastical history does not, perhaps, present-an ins-
tance of an equal number of Ministers brodght
into contact so close, and called so frequently
together, fur the discussion of various subjects,
among whom so much general unanimity, poth
as to doctrines and'points of discipline, has pre~
vailed, joined with so much-real goo&-ivilt and
friendship towards each other, for so great s num-
ber of years. This is the more.remarkable, as by
their frequent changes from station to station,
opposite interests and feelings are very often
brought into confict. The final décisions of the
Conference on their appointment to these stations
gencrally’ the most perplexing pait of its annual
business, are, however, cheerfully or patiently
submitted to from the knowlédge that each ‘has
of the public spirit with which that dody is-mc-
tuated, and the frank and brotheily manner -in
which all its Eroqeedings are .conducted. The
order of proceeding in the business of’ the Confe-
rence is the same as in the days of Mr. WesTey.
It admits candidates for the ministiy, on proper
recommendation from the Superintendents and
District-hIectings ; examines those who have
completed their probation of four years, and re-
ccives the approved into full connexion, which is
its ordination : investigates without ony exception
the charzcter and talents of those whoare already
in conncxion year by year; av‘yoints the stations
of thg year ensuing ; sends additional Preschers
to new places : receives the reports of the Com-
mittecs appointed to manage and distribate vatious .
Funds ; reviews the state .of the societies; and,
issues an Annual. Pastoral Address. A$ the ting
of the mecting of the Conferences-Beside. the*
Sunday setvices, public worship eld exly in
the monéiang, and i"nh’::‘;:ie" v “; ::ﬁ'gd ?’:
except Satarday, whi )“!rn‘e::'.‘. y

groat multitudes, Tlee/ .cach Confe

.
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rence, exclusive of that done inCommittees which
meet previously, occupics, on the average, about
a foitnight in every year. Were it not for the
District-Meetings, composed of the Preachers,
and Stewards of a number of Circuits, or stations,
in different parts of the kingdom, (an arrangement
which was adopted after Mr. Wesley’s death,) the
business of the Conference would require inuch
longer time to transact : but in these meetings
much is prepared for ats final dicision,

(To be continued.)
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, SEPT. 3, 1810,

Tax first article in our present number, both from
the importance of the subject, and the able, though
plain and familiar mannet in which it is treated,
is worthy of the serious zitention of cvery person
who would avoid the sin of covetousness, which
i# said to be the sin of the times ; and who is de-
sirous of understanding the true nature of Clnis-
tzan liberality in the distribution of property. In
thus calling attention to thissubject, it may be in-
teresting to our readers to be informed of the oc-
easion on which the Essay from which the asticle
§n question is extracted, was written,

In the year 1835, John Trickey Conquest, Esq.
M.D. F.L.S., of London, a gentleman alike dis-
tinguished for Christian philanthropy and profes-
sional ability, was led, in the providence of God,
to offer one hundred guincas, besides the profits of
its publication, {o the author of the best ess2y on
the Sin of Cotelousness. In the original adver-
tisement, the object and character of the essay
were thus stated ~—<¢¢ Prejerence will be given to
the most scriptural, poignant, and affectionate ap-
peal to the judgment and conscience of those who
professedly recognize the authority of revelation,
on avaricious hoarding, and on unchristian-like
expenditure to gratify the lust of the cye and the
pride of life, whilst they avow their obligations
to redeeming mercy, and profess that themselves
and all they have is not their own, but belongs
and must be accounted for to Him who has said,
¢ Occupy till I come ;* then ¢give an account of
thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no longer
steward.’” The manuscript was to be sent to
Dr. Conquest, with a sealed letter contzining the
address of the writer; 2nd the Hon. and Rev.
Baptist Noel, and Dr. Pye Smith, were request-
ed;and cheerfully consented, to be the arbitra-
tors. The object and proposal of Dr. Conquest,
thus stated, happily succecded in calling general
attention to what was belicved to he not only the
sin of the times, but of the Christian church; and
not fewer than one hundred and forty-three Fs-
says wese writlen, and placed in the hands of the
adjudicators for their examination and decision.
The wotk to which the Doctor’s munificent prize
wes adjudged, was that which was soon after pub-
lished under the title of ¢ Mammon, or Covetous-
ness the Sin of the Christian Church,” by the
Rev. John Harris, author of the ¢ Great Tcach-
3. Of the maiits of this beautiful and convin-
ting book, it is sufficicnt to say, that in the course
of a few months it passed through wore than twen-
ty cditions of a thousand copics cach, and that it
is ascertained that it has been instrumental,through
the divine blessing, of transferring from the purses
of the afluent to the funds of vatious benevelent
andreligiousinstitutions many handreds of pounds,
which otherwise would have been withheld,
throogh tn undetected and unexposed selfishness

fthe }l\lmmean.
_ Butbeside this gty celebrated treatise, which
i equally adwired in'ametica as. in Europe, se-
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veral other among the competitor essays, have
been published by their respective authors or their
friends. One, scarcely inferior to ¢ Mammon,”
hy the late Rev. R. Treflry, Wesleya.. Minister,
was published by the Tract Society, and has been
widely circulated, and is much admired. That
from which we have made our eatract, by Mr. J.
G. DPike, if less splendid in its style, or less argu-
mentive in its form, is equally tlear in its illus-
trativns, convincing in its statements. and power-
ful inits appeals: and few indeed who peruse it
with attentiou and candour, can escape from the
conviction that their own liberality, to be truly
Christian, must bear a more just proportion to the
amount of property intrusted to them in the provi-
dence of God, and that such due proportion cha-
tacterises more the humble contributions of the
poot than the splendid donations of the rich.

It is pleasing, however, to remark, that the
Chliristian Church generally appears to be awak-
ing up to a sense of its duties and responsibilities,
as intrusted with the means of promoting the tem-
potal and ctemal intcresis of men of all nations.
Beside the usual annual contnbutions in suppott
of benevolent and religious objects, the English
Established Church has lately contributed nearly
£200,000 for church extension in London. The
Chuich of Scotland has raised the same amount
for a similar object in Scotland. The Protestant
Dissenterz of England have 2lso come nobly for-
ward in the same way ; and the Wesleyan cen-
tenary fund has amounted to £350,000. In this
march of Christian liberality, the Church of Scot-
land hes, lately especially, nobly siznalised it-
self. The following is extracted fiom the Re-
cords of the Geperal Assembly of the Church of
Scotland :—

¢¢ 4t Edinburgh, 13t June, 1840.

¢ The General Assembhly of the Church of Scot-
land, considering the obligation which lics on this
church to promote, to the wimost extent of the
means with which God hath intrusted them, the
progress of the Gospel of Christ amony their own

ople, their brethren in the Colonies, and the
g:athen throughout the world; and considering
farther, how greatly their efforls have been im-
peded from a want of due arraugements for pro-
perly collecting the contributions of their several
congregations, and confiding in their liberality and
Christian zeal, were fit occasiens rezularly pre-
sented to them for eontributing to the advance-
ment of the five great schemes now presecuted
by the church, eamestly recommend to all the
ministers of this church 10 make collcctions every
year on behalf of each of these obi‘ecu, viz: (1.)
Foreign Missions; (2.) Church Extension; (3.)
Colonial Churches; (4.) Conversion of the Jews ;
(5.) Education.—And particularly, the Generzl
Assembly appoint the several Pm;:yteﬁes to re-
quire an account of the diligence of all the minis-
ters within their bounds in this matter, and to re-
cord the report of every minister in their Preshy-
tery books ; and likewise ordain the several Sy-
nods to take a particnlar account of the diligence
of their respective Preshyleries, and 1o record it
in theic Synod books: And the Assembly earnest-
ly urge on their futhful people seriously to con-
sider the duty of contributing liberally towards
the edvancement of Christ’s cause, aceordin§ to
the ability wherewith God has blessed them.

In these noble enterprises of Christian zeal and
mercy, we wish the ancient Protestent Church
of Scotland & God speed.”

Ix our first number, we adverted to the state
and prospecis of the Jews throughout the world,
and especially with reference to Palestine ; and
assured that our readers will be interested by fur-
ther information on the subject, we have given,
in a subsequent page, an extract from the Repost
of Dr. Keith and Mr. M:Cheyne, as representing
the deputation appointed by. the General Assem-

bly of the Church of Scotland, to visit Palestine
and the neighbouring countiier, with a view to
ascertain the state of the Jews.

The ninety-seventh Annual Confercnce of the

Wesleyan Ministers in Great Butsin commenced
its sittings, in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on Monday
the 29th July.
The Rev. Robert Newton was clected Presi~
dent, and the Rev. Dr. Hannah, Scerctary. Fur-
ther information of the procecdings of Conference
may be expected in our neat.

W sincerely thank our brother Lditor of the
Christian Guardian, for the notice which he has
taken of the Wesleyan, by announcing the birth
of our infant journal; as 1t will serve, at least, to
make the fact of its existence known to the pub-
lic—-which, of course, is of some importance to
us, as its continuance and success must depend on
the support which that pnblic may be disposed to
afford it.  We are not sure that we exactly un-
derstand the design and meaning of the Guurdian,
when hie speaks hypothetically of the Weslyan
being ¢ needed”—of ils giving an ¢ undistorted
picture of Wesleyanism?—of the hope expressed,
that it ¢ will do good,” and of its being an ¢ Aux-
iliary.” We can, however, assure our respected
contenporary, and the Methodists of the united
Colony, that though we cannot recognize as tru-
ly Wesleyan, in every instance, the principles
which have been adopted, snd the policy which
has been pursued by the Guardian, especially
duting the last threc years; our wish is to be-
come, not the Censor or Antagonist of that influ-
ential periodical, or any other, but an humble
*¢ Auxiliary® in diffusing among the ¢ Colonists™
the knowledge of Wesleyanism, and especially of
Chiiztianity 5 and we hope the Guardian will
give us credit for sincerity, when, in our Pros-
pectus, we stated, and now repeat, that ¢ this
publication is designed to co-operate with other
Kindred journals, in the diflusion of Religious
Knowledge and Useful Information,” and that uo
S articles will be admitied but such as arc caleu-
lated to promote Christian union, domestic happi-
ness, and the general welfere of society.”” Per-
suaded that the Scripture motto of our journal will
be adopted by the Editor of the Guardian, as we
trust it will ever regulate our own course: it is
to be hoped, that by harmonious co-operation, the
interests of truth and piety will be more exten~
sively promoted.

Courvoisicr, the murderet of the late Lord
William Russell, made, while in prison, along
and penitential confession of the sinful course
which he had pursued up to the moment whea
he imbrued his hands in the blood of his venerable
master. He stated, that neglect of the duties of
religion—indulgence in fulschood, pride,.and guil-
ty pleasures—the ading of novels;. and other
wicked books—-extravagant expcnditure——the
conipany of the prefligate, &c.—were among the
steps by which ha was led to the awful act, for
which he was about to suffer on the scaflold. He
concludes: «If 1 am the greatest of sinnersinthe
eyesof my fellow-creatures, how shall I appear
in the eyes of Him who knows all my actions, my
words, and my thoughts? Condemnation and
etemnel sufferings are the portion I deserve—yet,
(he adds,) through the precions blood of the Lamb
of God, 1 may be washed from all my sins, and
be titted to be received into the kingdom nf God.”

J. S. Buckixonas, Esq., the celebrated Orien-

tal Traveller, is at present cngaged in delivering,
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in this city, a course of Lectures on Egypt and
Palestine.  His audiences have been large and
respectable; and have been highly delighted with
the varions and deeply interesting information af-
forded them by the venerable Lecturer, relative
to those countries and places which he has visit-
cd—of which we so frequently read in the Holy
Scriptures, and of which his descriptions ate most
graphic and beautiful : a specimen of which will
he found on our last page—~in which Mr. B,, in
his published t avels, describes Lis journey from
Jerusalem to Jericho.

Lonorviry 1N Piru.—A gentleman who tra-
velled in Peru in 1834, status, that while on a
tour at Payta, Mr. Charles Higginson, U, S.
Consul there, introduced him to an old Indian la-
y,one hundred aud forty-two years of age! Al-
though she was unable to walk, her intellect was
unimpaired, and she was able to give a clear and
correct account of the different revolutions, inva-
sions, &c. &c. of nearly a century and a half,
One fact was singulor: she wae attended by a
inaiden daughter, whose age was one hundred and
seven years !—AMon, Herald,

S ————————————————
CORRESPONDENCE.

70 THK EDITOR OF THE WESLEYAN.

Qurskc, Aug. 14, 1840,
Dean Sin,—It has often been seen that part.
ners in sin have become shaters in suffering, and
that those who have been successful in tempting
theit companions to acls of transgression, have
afterwards been the occasion of Furrying them
down to the pit of perdition. I beg to send you
the following tragical narrative of an occurrence
of that kind, which took place in the neighbour-
hood of Lambeth, in London, England, on Mon-
fay the 20th of last month, and which is an af-
fecting comment on the inspired words, % An{
sin, itis finished, bringeth forth death.”’—

James i. 16, w.

HONRIDLE MURDKER, AND SUICIDE OF THE MUR-
DERKR.

On Monday, the inhabitants of St. George’s
road were plunged into the most painful state of
excitement, upon learning that a murder had ta-
ken place at No. 4, Caroline-buildingg, in that
vicinity, and that the murderer, after committing
the horrible act, had sscceeded in destro ying him-
self. The particulars are as follow :—The mur-
derer, whose name was William Neeley, a shoe-
maker, had seduced his victim, the wife of Tho-
mas Weatherley, to an adulterous intcrcourse.
Mrs. Weatherley left her husband, and, for a
shost time, lived with her murderer; hut, upon
the husband entreating hicr return, and promising
forgiveness, she put hemsclf, truly penitent, un-
der the protection of ber lawful guardian. Wil-
liam Neeley, upon leamning her return, became
maddencd with jealousy, and, in the af)sencc of]|
Ler husband, went to their residence 3 and, after
fruitlessly altempting to persuade his victim to
tesume her disgraceful lite with him, he pulled
fiom hi: pocket a carving knife, and cut her
tiroat,  The poor creatuic, with the frightful
gash bleeding, rushed fiom the house, and on
reacking the Ifa,gslone of the next door, she fell
down, ani expited! The neighbouthood being
alazmed, attempts were made to sccure the mur-
derer, who stood at the door, brandishing the knife,
and vewing destruction to the first who approach-
ed {o arrest him.  The few persons then collect-
ed were horte~ struck, and from want of physical
tourage and self-possession, they permitted the
murdeter to withdraw witliin the house ; and up-
on the arrival of the police, who broke open the
door, the mun wasfound with his head nearly se-
vered from his body !—¢¢ Bloody and deceilful men
shall nol live out half their days.”~—Psalin iv. 23.

How little thought the unhappy woman that
her admirer would become her murderer I—that
ber willing seduction, would be follotved by. her
woeful destruction! And yet, “the wages of
3in is death;” and “verily there is & God that
judgeth in the carth 1

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
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STATE OF THE JEWS.

Dr. Keith and Mr, M¢Cheyne, in appearing be-
fore the General Assumbly, as repteseuting the
Deputation, gave in a Repost of their proceedings,
—wlhich, we ate sure, will be read with deep 10-
terest :—

There is a law in our neture,according to which
the sight of the object calls forth, in the most
vivid manner, the emotion of the heart. Our
blessed Lord himself evidently shared with us in
this sinless and amiable intirmity. When he came
near the gate of Nuin, andsaw the widowed mo-
ther following the bier of her only son, he had
compassion on her, 2nd said unte her, ¢ }Vcep
not.”? And again, ¢ when he saw the multitudes
of Galilee, he had compassion on thewn.”” The
sight of the object affected his heart, and drew
forth the tender feelings that were treasured there.

It was exactly in accordence with this law of
our nature, that the Committee of our Church for
the Conversion of the Jews came to the resolution,
in March, 1839, of sending out four of their breth-
ren, to go and sce what was the real condition of
the lost sheep of the house of Isracl. The infor-
mation received, by means of correspondence and
printed documents, had produced a general end
decided impressionn of interest in behalf of the
Jews. Still it was felt that, if ministers of our
own Church were sent out upon a mission of kind-
ness and inquiry, to the various countries where
the Jews reside, they would return, not only with
fuller and more accurate information, but also
with heatts kindled into a flame of holy compes-
sion by the actual sight of the dry bones of Israel,
in the open valley, very many aod very dry. .

By the ﬁ“ hand of our God upon us, this
interesting Mission has been eccomplished. "And
now, that we have been brought in safety back to
our beloved land, andare permitted to stand once
more in the Venerable Assembly of our Church,
1t 18 our hearts’ dedire and prayer, that the entici-
pations with which we were sentout may be fully
1ealized. We do feel that a vast weiﬁ:nt of res-
ponsibility lics upon those of us who have been
privileged to visit the many thousands of Israel—
to sce them wenderi strangers on the moun-
tains of Judah—and spiadir:g forth their handsin
the synagozues of Poland. Our hearts do truly
burn within us, not only to lay before the Churc
the result of our inquiries, but to convey to all tae
vivid impressions of compassion to Isracl which
we have ourselves reccived.

Could webut carry our fathers and brethren,
and the Christian people of Scotland, through the
scencs which we have witnessed,—could we com-
municate the feelings with which we beheld
the Jew ¥raying beside the ruined wall of the
Temple of Jerusalem, or the feelings with which
we witnessed the extravagant devotion in the
synagogues of Galilee, or the feelinﬁs with which
we walked trhough the street of rody, where
scarcely any but the bearded sons ofAbraham are to
be seen :—above all, could we make known, as
vividly as we have seen, the thonsand ways in
which thcy go about to establish their own
righteousness—praying to the dead, making pil-

image to Jerusalem, wearing the hylacteries,
glling the chipora, or dancing with the law—we
are quite sure that therc would be but one thil}
of sympathetic interest felt throughout the whole
Church ; and one fervent effectual prayer would
arise from all the praying families in Scotland—
¢ Oh that the salvation of Israel were came out
of Zioni»

It was at onc time our intention to
Report with a short nawrative of onr progress
through the different countrics, and the manner in
which our inquiricswere made. For two reasons
this hzs been omitted,—partly because to have
inserted the bricfest sketch of our joumneyings
would have extended the limits of our Report to
an unwarrantable length, and partly hecause there
is an intention, which we trust Providence will
afford strength and opportanity to fulfil, of laying
a full and deliberatc narratids before the Church
and the public.

In the following Report, accordingly, we have
amanged and sct down the sum of the information
we-have acquired regarding the unhappy descen-
dants of Abraham, and the conclusions which we
have deliberately been led to form in our own
minds as to the best mode of seeking their cteraal

begin this

1.~~MOST SUITABLE STATIONS FOR M1SBIONS.

I. Saphet, in Gaiilee.—In every point of view,
the Holy Land presents the most important and
interesting rield of labour among the Jews. Ever
since the year 1832, whenthe Pasha of Egypt
took rossession of Acre, the Jews in Palestine
nave enjoyed ftoleration, and some measure of
protection. The recent interview of Dr. Duft
with Mchemet Ali has shown the policy of that
singular man in a most interesting manner.  He
says, ¢ that the Government will give every fa-
cility to the Jews to return, in any number, to
their own land 3 <6 that they will be treated ex-
actly like Mahommedan subjects; and that he is
even willing that they become proprietors of the
s0il.??  Whatever reliance may be placed on the
word of the Pasha, we are quile assured of this
fact, that the Jews have hitherto enjoyed pecu~
liar tranquillity under his government, and that
there are no obstacles whatever on the part of the
government to the operation of the Jewish mis-
sionary. This is an advantage opened up to ws
by Him who has the hearts of kings in his hand,
which it is impossiole for us to overlook.

Again, the Jews are in affliction in the land-of
their fath-. ¢, and this makes them more open and
friendly the.e than in any other land, Itis plain-
lly‘ intimated in the Bible, that afliction is one of
the mcens which God wili employ in the conver-
sion of the Jews. (Ezek. xx.37. Hos.ii. 14) In
other countiies, where they are dee};ly engaged
in worldly business, rich and comfortable, we
found that l;hey c;na littl; tol attend to the mti;;
sionaty, But, in Judea, the e, poverty,
oppression of theis rabbics, u?dalfe ;nl:llu of the
heathen, huve so humbled them, that they cling
to any one who will shew them kindness, and lis~
ten without bitterness to the words of grace and
love from the lips of the Gospel messenger.

They are strictly Rabbinical Jews —untainted
by the infidelity of France, or the neology of Ges-
many. They hold the oud Testament to be in«
deed the Word of God—they have a seal expect-
ation of the coming of Measiah ; and this expect~
ation is certainly greater than it was before. Tha
missionary hes thus firm ground to stand upon,
and, with the Hebrew bible in his hand, may ex-
pound to them, with intelligence and power, all
that is written in the Law of Moscs, and in the
Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Jesus.

Moreover, Judea must be regarded as the can-
tre of the Jewish wotld, True, the once favour-
ed nation are wanderers in every country under
heaven; yetthe heart of every real Israelite beats
high at the very name of Jerusalem, and moming
and evening he turns his face toward it duting
prayer. It is the heart of the natign, and every
mnflucnce felt there is transmitted to all the scat-
tered members. At Ibraila, a small town upon.
the Danube, a poor Jew told us of conversions at'
Jerusalem. ~ fn this way, whateveris done forthe
Jews in Palestine, will make a hundredfold more
impression than ifit were done in any other land.

Another important consideration " is, that th
Jews there look upon the English as friends. The
very name of an Englishman carries with it the:
idea of kindness, protection and sym athy. to the
ear of the too often insulted Jew.” Thtee months
before our arrival in Jerusalem, an English Con-
sul had been staticncd there—a gentleman in eve-
ry way qualified to be the true friend of Israel and'
of the Jewish missionary. The boundaries of his
jurisdiction are the same as those of Israel of old ;
and his iastructions from the Biitish Gorvernment,
that he should, to the utmost of his power, extend
his protection to the Jews. _Is not the hand of ag
over-ruling Providence visible here? Andisit
not our duty to improve the intercst we have in
the affzclions of the Jews, by being the friends of
their never-dying souls?

In additionto all this, there is no country under
heaven to which Christians turn with such a lively
interest as Immanusl’s Land ; and those who love
Israel bear it especially upon their hearts, because
its name is inwoven with the coming conversion,
of Israel.  Itis' «upon the honse of David, and
upon the inbabitants of Jerusalem,” that God bas
said he will pour his Spirit. (Zech. xii.) “Onthe
high mountains of Israel shall their fold be. (Ezek.
XXXiv.); ¢ and he will feed them in Bashan and in
Gilead, assinthe daysofold. (Micahvii.) For all
thesc reasons, we feel no hesitation in styjing that,
to us, the Hoiy Land presents the most ‘ttracttve
and the most important field. for missionary opera«
tioas among the Je

ws. ,
(To be continued.)
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MISCELLANEOUS.

JOULRNEY FRUM JERUSALLM 1u JLRICHU.

¢ Jasvany 28, 18t6.—The route we hiad mark-

ed out to ourscives, was to cross the Jordan, and

20 through Jerash and Gamela, two cities, of

whose tuins we had heard o great deal m that
quarter: Mr. Bankes intending to go o1l from the

latter to Nazareth, and 1 to pass thiough Te-

rias, on my way towards Damascus and Aleppo,
As noone coulbid be previnled upon to lend us 2m-

mals on hire for this jouney, trom its being out of

the common caravan road, we were compelled

to purchase horses tor thet purpose.  ‘T'is we et-
fected without much datheulty, and at a very mo-
decate rate ; & zoad travellurs horsey with all ity

equipment in common jurinture, costing atout
four hundred piasties, or less than twenty pounds
sterling.

 Qur party was composcd of Mr. Bankes, Mo-
hammed, his Afban, en interpreter, and myselt:
and our guides were two Aiabs ot the tnibe ot Za-
liame.  We were now all diessed n the costume
of the country: Mr. Banks, as a futkish soldiers
Mohammed, m lus own garb, as an Ainaout; and
1 as a Syrian Arab.  Qur cudes wore their own
dresses “as Bedoums ot the deserte  We were
cach mounted on a horse ot our own, there hemg
no animals for barzave, ai~ach peison catned be-
neath and belind hun whatever belonged to him-
self. We were armed but pooily, from the advice
of our guidis to take with us nothnyg that couldt
excite the cupidity of strangers, since they wish-
cd-us rather to depend upon our poverty fur pass-
ing unmolested, than on our torce, ot numbcers, for
defence 3 and even they themselves cained each
a lone lance only, rather as a part of their habitu-
al equipment, than as placinyg tmuch tehance on
its use.  MWe took with us a small porion ot bread,
dates, tobacco, and cofive, and a supply of cosn tor
our hoises, with a leathern bottle ot water sus-
pended trom the saddle, and these completed our
outfit,

« 1t was about noon when we left Jerusalem by
the Bethichem gate.  ‘Turnmg to the tizht fiom
tlus, as we went out of the city, we continued
along by the northern wall.  Inour way, we no-
taced 2 fine marble sarcophagus, Inghly sculptured,
and.resembling the broken ones scen at the tombs
of the kings; it scemed to be usid by the way-
side as a wateun trough for cattle.  The north-
exst angle of the city-wall had a romantie appear-
ance as we passed ity a prition of the wall there
gomg over a higgh bed ot tuck, which presents a
cluf to the passenger below.

« Descending from the brow of the range of
hills on which Jeruselem s seated, and guing about
north-eastetly, we passed through the hugher or
northemn pait ot the valiey of Kedron, feaving He-
thany, Bethphage, and the Mount of Olives, on
the rizht, or on the south of us.

« In alout three hours from the time ot our
quitting the gates of Jerusalem, having gone the
whole of the way over stony and rugged ground,
we reached an encampinent of the tiibes of Arabs
to which our guides belunged.  ‘There were only
six small tents of coarse hair-cloth, and in exch ot
them not more than half a dozen persons. The
Arabs of this tribe, eatending their range over all
the country between the Jordan and Jerusalem,
branch off into small paities to ohtain pasture for
their canels and goats. It was thus that this par-
ty occupied a sinail hiollow of the land, in which
were a few shrubs, very sparingly scattered over
the surface, and hardly sufficient to furnish food
for their flocks for more than a few days.

«.We halted here toreceive the pledge of pro-
tection from our guider, by cating bread and salt
with them beneath their own tenfs. A meal was
prepared for us of sour milk and warm cakes, by
tiie wives of out companions, ard coffee was serv-
ed to us by their clildren, while we sat round a
fire of hirushwood, kindled for the occasion. The
appearance of the Arabs wh composed our party
at this halt, was much mere dificrent fiom these
who inhabited towus, than that of the peasantry
of our own country is from ifs citizens. In these
tented dwellers there is an air of independence,
mixed, pethaps, with something of ferocity, that
18 never to be witnessed cven in the Musselmauns
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of large cities ; and a more robust, though less
ampered frame, with deeply browned complex-
1ons and piercing eyes, gave them altogether a

brave and manly appearance.

THE WESLEYAN.

¢ We remounted, and quitted this encampmient
at one o’luck, though the dangers that were talk-
ed of during our entertainment, as likely to besdt
us o the wayy were suflivent o have detanicd
persuns who were not firmly beut on their pur-
posc, from procceding. Un half an hour, gowng
more easterly , we came {o a very narrow pass, cut
through the hally in a bed of hard 1ocks Thete
was ain uld fort hurey which had once guarded this
passage, but was now deserted, and close by
were the tuns of a large squate huilding belong-
g tost. Alter going through the pass, we de-
scended agein into deeper valleys, travelling
sometimes on the edges of cliffs und precipices,
which threatened destruction on the shightest false
step.  ‘The scenery all around us was grand and
awluly nutwithstanding the forbidding aspect of
the harren tocks that every wheze met our view s
but it was that sort of grandeur which excited
tear and teiror, rather than admiration.

«Tlie whole of this roed from Jetusalem to
the Jordan, 1s held to be the most dangerous atout
Palestine ; and, indeed, in this portion ot ity the
very aspectof the scenery s sufficient, on the onc
hand, to tempt to robbery and murdery and on the
other, to occasion & dread of 1t in those who pass
that way. It was partly to prevent any accident
happeawns to us in this carly stage of our journey,
and partly, perhaps, to calm our fears on that
scofe, that a messenger had been dispatched by
our gutdes to an encampment of their trbe near,
desinng them to send an escort o meet us at this
place.  We were met here accordingly, by a band
of about twenty persons on foot, all armed with
matchlocks, and presenting the most ferocious
and robber-like appearance that can be imagined.
The eflect of this was heightened by the shouts
which they seat forth from hill to hill, and which
were re-echoed through all the velleys; while
the bold projecting crags of rock, the dark-brown
shadows inwhich every thing lay buried below,
the towering height of the clitls above, and the
forbidding desolation which every were reigned
around, presented a picture that was quite in har-
mony throughout all its parts.

¢ It made us feel most forcibly the propricty of
its being chosen as the scene of the delightful tale
of compassion which we had before so often ad-
mited tor its doctrine, inddendently of its local
beauty. (Luke x. 30-34.)

¢ Une must be amid these wild and gloomy so-
litudes, surrounded by an armed band, and fecl
the impatience of the traveller, who rushes on to
cetch a new view at every pass and tum 5 one
must be aldrmed at the very tramp of the horses?
hoofs rebounding through the caverned rocks, and
at the savage shouts of the footmen, scatcely less
loud thar the echoing thunder produced Ly the
discharge of their piecesin the valleys; cne must
witness all this upon the spot, before the full force
and beauty of the adinirable story of the good Sa-
mantan can be perceived.  Here, pillage, wounus
and death would be accompanicd with double ter-
101, from the frightful aspect of every thing around.
Here the unfeeling act of passing by a fellow-
creature in distress, as the Priest and Levite are
said to have done, strikes one with double horror,
as an act almost more than inhumnan.  And here,
too, the compassion of the Good Samaritan is
doubly virtuous, from the putity of the motive
which must have led to it, in aspot where no
eyes were fixed on lum to draw forth the perform-
ance of any duty, and from the bravery which
was necessary to admit of 2 man’s exposing him-
self, by such delay, to the risk of a similar fate
to that fromn whicl he was endeavouring tu rescue
his fellow-creature.>— Buckingham.

Meyony.~The following is extracted from a
Memoir, by the Rev. M. Claxton, of John Janion
Turner, who was born blind, and died at Tewkes-
bury, Aug. 29, 1527, in the 17th yearof his age :—

¢ Notwathstanding his age, (youth) and all lus
disadvantages atising from the want of sight, he
discovered a grasp of mind that mdicated some-
thing very ealraotdinary in future life.  His pow-
eis of unlerstanding and memoiy wete tiuly ea-
traordinary. Never have 1 either met with or
hicard of such a youth.  Often, after reading to han
pieces in prose and verse, ten or even tw:  ty mi-
nutesy, he has requested us to pause, and nas re-
peated all we have read, without the omission of
‘a single line, though he-had never bicard a word
of it before. Upwards of five hundred of our (Wes-
leyan) by.~ns he had commitied fully to memory,
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and Inever kocw hiny, in repelition, mistake a
single word,  Such was his knowledge of the
Schiptares, that he was a soit of walking bible*?

But by nuthing was this catraordinaty youne
man more distinguished than by deep, enlightensu
pety, and an unquenchable zeal for the glory of
God and the selvation of immortal souls. {L is
said that % in the days of his mere boyhood he
showed more anxiety to heavthe sacred Sciiptures
tread, than he did tor his danly foud.”?  TFor several
years he acted as a loghly acceptable and useful
lucal preachers ¢ His death was tiuly peaceful
and happy*?

Curep of 11k LATE Lunbd Bynon.—In aletter
to Mr. Dallas, dated ¢ Durant’s, Jan. 21, 1808,
his Lordship mahes tie following strange confes-
siont i—¢s In morahty, I prefer Confucius to the
ten commandments, and Socrates to St Paul,
though the two latter agree in thewr opinion of
marriage.  In religion, 1 favour the Catholic
emancipation, but do not achnowledge the Pope ;
and I have refused to take the sacrament, because
I do uot think eating bread or drinking wine will
make me an inheritor of heaven, 1 hold vittue
in general, or the vittues severally, to be only iu
the disposition—cach a feeling, not a principle,
! hedieve ‘Truth the pnime attribute of the Deity
and Death an ctemnal sleep, at least of the body,
You have here a brief compendium of the senti-
ments of the wiiled George, Lord Byson ; and titl
I get a new swity you will perceive 1 am badly
clothied,”—Life of Byrony, by 1% Moore,

Tue W#unrection oF 1nk SaNts.—Why
should the tige buliever in Chost tremble at the
thought of laying pside his weak, sinful, mortal
body? You will receive it again: not such as it
now is, frail and pcmhablc—?mt bright with the
zloty, and perfect with the image of Gods The
Eody is that to the souly which a gurment? is to the
bod[y. Wlicn you betake yowself to repose at
night, you lay aside your clothes till morning,
and resume them when you rise. What is the
xrave but the belicver’s wardiobe, of which God
1s the dootkecper.  1n the resurrcclion morn, the
door will be thrown open, and the gloiitied soul
shal descend from heaven to put on a glorified
tobe, which was, indeed, folded up and laid away
in dishonour; but shall be taken out fiom the re-
pository ennched and beautstied with all the or~
netuents of nature and of grace.

How 1o crow Rics.—¢ Nothing is more easy,"*
says Mr. Paulding, ¢than to grow 1ich., Itis
only to trust nobody—to befriend none—to heap
nterest upon mterest—cent upon cent—to destioy.
all the finer feelings of nature, and be rendered
mean, miscrable and Gespised, for some twenty
or thurty yrars; and tickes will come as sure as
discase, disappuintment and miscrable death.”—
Bristol Mirror.

T
POETRY.

ON ETERNITY.

ETerRN1TY ! what art thou T my poor mind
Ranges in vain through regions of deep thought,
‘To seck a fitting *semblance of thee !—nought

Cau § collect !-~"tis vain !—1 cannot find

Idcas with which I might thine image bind.

What are the ages which old Time hath brought,
Comparcd with thee ! the fame of battles fought,

Tho® hiving as the world T A gust of wind,

‘That sweeps alot.g, and then is heard no more.
And what is boasted Time itsc)f to thee 3

A flame that for a moment bright will soar,
Leaving deep gloom thro® which no eye can see;

Or 'tis 2 wave that ripples to the shore,

And dics upon thy rock, ETEaNITY,

LLL. "
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