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Sir CHARLES ’I‘UPPER I ha\e‘not taken

» up an undue portion of the time of the com-
- mittee, as I think hon. members on. both
sides of the Houge will admit, 'and I pro-
pose to occupy a very short pemod at the
j‘-pr%emt time ; but it seems, under the

circumstances, hardly respectful to the com-~

mittee that I should not take some .oppor-
tunity; anxious as I have been not to ‘do any-

-thing that could possibly interrupt the pro-
ceedings on this' Bill, to briefly refer to the
sfatements made at great length and reiter-

- - ‘ated by hon, gentlemen opposite. 1t hasbeen
<« . stated by hon. gentlemen opposite, through-
: out this debate, that the Government of this

Dominion have -treated the government of,

" :Manitoba as an enemy. ~ Well, Sir; I' am
very glad at last that we have evidence to

- show how utterly unfounded that assertion’

is. The hon. gentleman who- has just taken
- bis seat, after paying me the.very great
complimént of- extending on the pages, of
“ Hapsard . the Nova Scotia - School Act,
which I had the honeur of introducing and

. passing through that -legislature,. and all’

other hon. gentiémen in this House seem en-
tirely to forget the position we occupy. The)

. ‘'seem to-imagine that this Parliament is. en-

- gaged in construeting &’ school law, that we

have carte blatche to msake it as-perfect and-

complete a-school law as possible. I submit
" that is an ertire misapprehensiqn. That is
not the position- at all. If it were, ‘the ac-
X tlon of many ‘hon. members on both sides of

_therefore, ’1 wish briefly to draw the atten-.
-tion-of the House to- the fact that this very

-Winnipeg on this question has,.in my' judg-
‘sideration. The leader of the Opposition hag
.takén the'ground for a very Iong period. that

.has spent.a great .deal of time and ability fu
endeavouring to convince, ‘the Houge and the

~'1"he Mamtoba Act says :

-the’ House would be very dxtfelent to the ‘. .

oplmons they have expressed on this ques-
iion in-the -position in which it stands, and,

important. conference which" took place at

ment, been of very great -service in its con- -

it was the duty of this Government to issue..
a commission: to ascertain.the facts,-and he -

country that it was impossible to deal with®
this question without first having a commis-. -
sion to- ascertain the facts. ‘That delusion -
has been swept to the winds. . BN

Some. hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.'

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. * "Yes ; S say
that delusion has been completely swept to-
thé winds by the conference at ‘Winnipeg.
I am, however, anticipating a little. ".The..
position the Govemment finds itself in is-not-
one of constructing a law, but. of carrying:
out a decision given by the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Prtvy gouncil. I cannot do Jbetter, . *
in view of .the position in whieh we stand on .
this question, than to draw the attention. of
the committee to what the constitution ‘of -
the couintry is with regard to the position of. -
the Manitoba and the Dominion Govemment .



- autbority, aﬂ’ectmg any right or privilege
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In and for the .province, the said legislature
may exclusively make laws in refation to_edu-
cation, subject ond according to the following
rrovisions ¢

1, Nothing in any such law shall prejudicially
affect-any right or privilege with respect to de-

" - nemintional schools which any class of persons

kave by law or practice in the province at the
union.

2. An appeal shall lie to the Gaverner Fen-
eral in Council from any Acf or decfsion df the
legisiature of the prevince, or of any provlm.l;:.l

e
Protestent or Roman Catholic minority of the
Queen’'s subjects in relation to” education.

. 3. 1n case of any provincial law, ag frcm time
to time secms to the GeVernor Genefal in Coun-
¢il requisize- for the dwe executtin of the.pro-
‘visions of this section; -is not made,.or in case
.any decisicn of th2 Governor General in Counectl
on any appeal under this section is not duly
exccuted by .the proper provintal authority
in -that. bebalf, then, and in every "such case,

and as far only as the circumstances of cach-

case requird,. the Parliament of Canada may

make remedial laws for the duve execution of.
- the provisions of this section, and of amy de-
_eision of the Governor (ze.neral in Council under
- this section

Whu.t were the provisions..of this sectiqn ?
They invelved the declaration that the:power

" to legislate exclusively by the legislature of

Manitoba, ceased when they undertook te

" legislate to take away . the rights or -privi

lc—ges enjoyed by the mmomty, as they. had

insted

Mr. DAVIES (PE 1) Is the hon. gentle-
m:m not convinced yet that that is not sxo'>

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No. I am not

:only convinced - that it is correct, but, if

there are any terms in the Bnglish language
whieh can establish "the point conclus:vely,
they are contained here; when'’ the Act gives

- to the lég 1slature of Manitoba exclusive pow-
.ers to leglslate in. regard to education, sub-

“ject to the condition that-it shall not take
"s.way rights, enjoyed by the religious minor-

ity 3 and there is further provision that, as
regards that exclusive. jurisdiction, an ap-
peal lies to the Governor General in Council

- -as to whether those rights have been taken

away, and, if it.is found that they bave been

‘taken away, power is conferred on this Par-:

liament to legislate. That is the position.
What_has happened ? No pretense is-made
in this House: or couniry that those -rights
-have not been taken-away.
by.everybody that rights and privileges en-

" joyed by the:Roman Catholic minority in
. .Manitoba down to 1800, were taken away-
by the legislation of 1890: We do not re-

quire to waste time in establishing that, be-
cause, I say, it is universally admitted.. We
have the decision of the highest tribunal in
the Empire, which declared, after the sub-
"ject had been argued fully before’ it, that the
privileges of the minority had been’ invaded,
‘and that the right -thereby devalved on ﬂns

I Parliament to restore those privileges which
It is idle, under the
. circumstances, 1 hold, for any hon. memh@g

.had-thus been taken.

y o

It is admitted .

to pretend for a single woment that we are
in a position to make .such a law as hon.
gentlemen on-both sides of the House would
be disposed to make, if we ‘were in the posi-

tion. to take up the question de novo. It is ,. i

idle to waste time and discuss ‘whether it
was wilhin our power and duty to seé whe-
ther we could prepare a. Bill better than the
Remedial Bill.
ernment' was this :* When the Judicial Com-
mittee niade that declaration, the Govern-
ment .of Canada were bound—and I do not
believe any hon. gentlemen deny:it—<to re-

‘cognize that-the necessity for legislation

was creatéd and a duty imposed on this
Parliament under the law and the constitu-
tion to. redress the wrong. Then we must -
look at the question not as to what kind-
of 4. law we prefer, but what is' necessary
io restore to the Roman Catholic mlnorlty .
of Manitoba the rights- which everybody is
obliged to admit they have_been deprived of {
ahd the privileges they enjoyed under the-
law as it existed when the law of 1890 was -
passed.

Mr. SUTHERLAND. The Finance "Min-
ister stated the position differently In hxs
speech from the Smretary of State.

Sir GHARLES TUPPER. Although there

may.-be a’ difference in phraseology, .I say, -
“in the presence of this Housé, that from the
shour 'I entered the Government of -this
" Dominion down to this heur, there has not

been a -difference of opinion on the-question
of this Bill or the necessity that devolves
g the Govermnent to carry it through this

ouse. :

Mr. SUTHERLA\ID The Finance M’in-
ister said it was Dot required by the law or
the * constitution,

poliey.

§if GHARLES TUPPER. T reply that |

there is no difference-8f opinion in the Gov-
erninent . in. the 'slightest degree, that all
these ideas are creations of a too’ a.ctive im--

_agination om the part of hon. gentlemen

opposxte There. is no toundaﬂon whatever

in faet, so far as I know, for an-opimion .

that any difference of opimion in the Govern-

ment has existed down to the present.hour: '

Mr. FRASER. . Which of the- t:WO v1ews s
the view that all are agreed on. ?

* Sir OHARLDS TUPPER. Tbe hoen.- -gen-
tleman had better spare his mterrogations
if-they are as semnseless as that -one. I say-
tbere has been no' doubt that the Govern- .
went have been unapimous as regards the.

. principle, while there may be 3 dlﬂerence

of opinion en tiner details, whif® oné Min-

ister may consider the- question more fm- .
portait than another. ‘It is quite competent o
-for the Minister of Finance to disagree with .~
myself ds regards the importance of this

Bill, and not to hoild it as important as I

deem it ; but-that does’ not touch the-vital -

essenee as: to whether thls Bill res‘toring

‘What devolved on the Gov- -

bnt it awvas a. matter or. .A

X,
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" the. rlghts a.nd privileges to the mlnority
: ‘of Manitoba 'is a measure on which we -have
agreed from. the time I entered the Govern-
_ment down ‘to this hour, and which we were
" determiined to press ofi the attention of the
House so long as there was the faintest
possibility that it could become law. Whaa-
happened ? The remedial order was passed
by the Dominion Government. I believe
it was passed—I am not quite sure dbout the
date—on 21st March. - That order has ‘been
denounced by .certain hon. gentlemen op-
posite as very unwise and very harsh and
_calculated to give offence to-the government
"of Manitoba.. But the House must not for-
* get -what followed. An answer was sent,
after a considerable interval, by the gov-

- ernment of Manitoba, and -a second remedial

" erder was passed showing. how anxious the
Dominion of Canada was that this measure
should be considered, dealt with and dis-
. posed of by the government of Manitoba.
The second. Invitation to take this subject
“up ard dispose of it in a satisfactory man-
ner, was declined, and the Government were,
compelled to fall back upon the constitution
and - upon this remedial measure. As-to
whether the Govemment have been treating
Manitoba with' due courtesy, and whether
we have been dispcsed-to adopt those mild
and sunny ways tliat the Ieader of the -Oppo-
sition suggested—and as to which: I guite
agree with him, for every means should be
exhausted to brlng this unhappy question
toa satisfactory termination—abundant evi-.
ence is now before this committee that we
ve: neglected’ nothing. My hen. friend
from Montreal West (Sn- Donald Smith) en
hi§ own account and animated by the most
" lofty and patriotic. desire to see this. matter
amicably arranged by the goveriment of’
Manitoba, went there” for the ‘purpese of
seeing wha could be done. Some ¢ommuni-

cation: took place between that hon. gentle-’

man and the government of Manitoba, after
he returned. The first information that wasg.
" received that the government of Manitoba
. would congent to negotiate with the Domia-
icn G:Wernment was promptly availed of the
moment it was received. The papers. that
are before the House show that the mo-
. ment it was intimated ‘on: the part of Mr,
Greenway that he would be disposed'to re-
‘spond to an_ official invitation to have a
negotiation,. this. was availed of, and the-
Government at.once sent three gentlemen
who, I-beliéved then, and believe now,. were..
as agreeable. to- the Manitoba government
gs could have béen Selected for the“purpose..
of-carrying on'the. negatiations. They:were
received with the utmiost courtesy by .the
‘government. of -Manitoba, and: proceeded to
take up this guestion. Was anything said
about a-commission ? -Look through these
. papers, and you will find that there is ‘no
.suggestion that the facts were not all-patent
and known to everybody. .Instead of saying an
at 'the very opening of the negotlations .Be-
- fore we can do hnsiness, we- must ascerbain

S - . . .

“the facts, smd there must’ be means taken to-
investigate the facts; it was. all takem for . -
granted. " That- disposes, and I think it Is -
very fortunate that-it does, of the position’

the hon: gentleman held so long, and ultf- °
mately, fn -an nohappy hour, was led to -
abandon. It has been said over.and .over -
again, that this Government has increased- ‘
the difficulty of dealing with this subject by

the harsli spirit- in which we approached
Manitoba. Is there. a single suggestion fn .
these. papers that any other mode  of ap- ..
proach was possible ? I think we can take
that part of the objecticn on the part of the-
opponents as .having . been swept away.
These commissioners entered upon the ne-
‘gotiations in the kindest spirit, without any
comnplaint being made iwith réferenee to
these -matters. The only ground of com-
plaint arese on a misundefrstandmg as to
proceedings in this “Hopse.. It will be re-
membered that the hon. member for North
Simecoe (Mr, McCarthy): suggested that the
Bill .should not be taken up until. Tuesday,
and a considerable portion of the press as-.
sumed, wrongly, that that was._ the ‘arrange-
ment. * Hansard” shows verbatim what
was said, .and shows that" Friday was 'the -
day agreed to by the hon. leader of the Op- |
position and myself for taking up the Biil
and going into committee. . Our delegates -
saw the statement with. reference to Tues- ' -
day, and they did not see that. with refer-.
ence.to Friday. Consequently, they assumed
that nothing would .be taken up until Tues-
day. That was the only peint- on ‘which,
there was the slightest complaint, and the.
explanation offered by our delegates - was-
courteously received by the govérnment of
Manitoba. - I refer to that to show that
éverything that could be done- on the: part.
of. this Government has been ratified, -so far- R
as we can judge, and. the imdginary. objee-:
tions raised by some hon: gentlemen have .
heen swept aside by the course the delegates -
pursued.

But there is another and much more fm- *
portant point in relation to these negot‘a— .
tions, and that.is that no person can read:.
‘qover the propositions of the’ delevates\ from ,.;
this Government without coming to the con- |
clusion. that they were animated-by.the most
sincere .desire to have-this guestion settled
in -Manitoba, and not hére. I do -mot think'
‘that any great advantage wﬂl “be gained hy :
‘that attempt to show that this Government
has not 'been anxious from the first that’
Manitdba Should retain the exclusive right.
to Tegislatelon the question of education, and-
that the Smallest possibleé councession that
‘would restore the rights and privileges of
the minority should be accepted.

Exception has been taken by a number ot
gentlemen in this House, who speak sneer-.
ingly of the minority. They say this is a.-
question between the Dominion Goyeérnment -

11the Manitoba. gavernment, and -suggest’
‘that any statemeént from any.source’as $o
what ‘the mlnorlty think or feel in this m&t-'




" ter should be treated with contempt.

3

I do:
not so6 read the constitution. I understand
the constitution and- the décisions "of the
Judicial Committee of the Prlvy Couneil as

‘establishing this—that, where rights - and

privileges are taken away, the duty of the

. restoring. of them rests with the Governmens
- and Parliament of the Dominion. Therefore,
_ it becomes: of the most vital importance to

know what rights and privileges have been
taken away and how they can best be re-
stored.’ .

Mr. LAURIER. He‘lX‘, hear that is the

_ very point.

_taken away.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 think so—
what rights, what prjvileges, have been.
A privilege may pot be a
ri"ht but, under the constitution of the coun-
try, I do not gather that any broad distine-

-tion -is- drawn -between' the .rights and the
- privileges that were enjoyed and that were
,taken away. Were our delegates to assume,

in spife of the judgment, that they were to
go on without reference to the feelings of
or desires of the minority ? I think not. I
thbink that thé duty devolved upon them,
knowing the decision that had been- given
and thé terms of the imstructions they had
received, to deal with this matter in such a

” way as would, at all.events, put the question
" - in a pesition’ that the rights and privileges

that had been withdrawn from the minority

- under the Act of 1890, should be restored.

:

. : I cannot help thinking that. any person, dis-

passionately . regarding- this question, will

- ceme to the conclusion that it would be iwm-

possiblé that they should. go further. than
they did in reference to this matter. What
were their suggestions for the settlement of

- fhis questlon ?

Legislation shall ‘be. pa.seecr at the _present

" .session of the- Manitoba legislature to " provide
that in towns -apd.villages where there are resi-

dent, say, twenty-five Roman Cathole children
of schocl age, end In cities Where {here arg,
say, fifty of such children, the: boeard of trustees
shall arranwe:that such children shall have a
schpol-house and school-room for their own use,

* where they may be taught hy a Roman Catho-
- lice tnacher, and Roman Catholic parents, or

guardians, say, ten in number, may appeal to
the Department of Lducation from any decision

. or neglect of the board 'in respect .of its duiy

under this-clause, and the beard shall observe

and ecarry out all decisions ‘and directiops of the ™
. department on any such appeal.

I do not know how any-hon. gentleman who

- iy willing to restore these priviteges in the

slightest devree, can say there is anythmv
unreasonable in that. .

Provision shall be made Ly this legistation

‘that schools wherein the majority of children

are ‘'Citholics- should .be exempted from the re-
auirements of the regulationsgas' to rengious

- exercises.-
"I do pot think that the-strongest, opponent’

of the Bill would not say that the converse
of ‘this would. be- revoltmg That children °
shall' be compelled to-receive religious in-

struetion whlch ls in antagonism “to  the' '« |

wishes ¢f their parents, is what no man with
uny sense of justice would suggest.

That text-buoks be permitted in Catholic

schools such as will not offend the -religious -
views of the minority, and which from an edu- *

cational standpoint shall be satisfactory to the
z\(.vlsory board. -
Iu- other words they are to be ﬂrst-rate
schools, under the control of & body appoint-
ed by the government of Manitoba, in order
te secure-a high order of -education and-to
nake it certain that they shall be ‘as effi-
cient as the other schools_of the province,
but that pwv;si(m shall be made that there
shall be nothing in the text-book to -offend
the religious suscepnbn}mes of the Roman
Catholics. :

Catholies to have xcpresgnmtlon on the . ad—
visary board.-

Now, Sir, T may say that *the smooth work- '

ing of the Educational Act of Nova Scotia’ is
due to the reason that, without providing
separate schools by law, it has yet practi-

‘cally met the wishes of both Catholics and
Protestants in° Nova Scotia, has been the ~

fact that the Council of Public Instraetion
ig the-government of the day, and, as the
Roman Catholies are always represented in
that government,; it is impossible to have
any. regulations or arrangements made that
are not satisfactory both to Roman Catho-
lics and Provestants. This simply calls for

a recognition of. the same principles, and -
that on’the advisory board Roman Catholiés. -

shall have a representative. The appoint-
mernt of one single Roman Catholic on this
board of eight er mne members 1n all that
‘would be required.

- Catholics to have r(mresentatmn on the baard

of examiners appeinted 'to e\a.mlne teachu‘s_

tor cextiﬂcat‘es
I am sure that no person will ior a single

-moment object to that.
1t -is also clabmed that Cathoh(.s sh-:uId have'

assistanée in the maintendmces of normal schools
for the educaticn of thelr. teachers.

1 do not see any reason why they should not

be given.the means to give -their teachers. -

P

just as high an education as is secured by "\ -

ai_tendmpe at the Protestant schools.

" The existing system Of permits to mon<quali-
fied teachers in Catholic schools to be continued

for, say, two years, to enable them to quality,
and 'th\,n to be entireiy discontinyed. .

“ihat was found neccssary. by the eireum-
starices of the case; in’ which a number of
_persons who, perhaps, would not be able to
pass the examinations at this moment re-
quired -of Catholic teachers, might continue:
to teach, if they compliéd with the other re-

quu'etnents of the law, thh reference to‘

qualifications..

In all other’ respects’ the schools at which .
.Catholics attend to be public schools and .sub-
ject to every provision of the -Bducation Acts
“fer the time being In force in Msanitoba. s

‘-



B,

It 'the prh'ﬂeges taken away from these peo-
" ple are, to be restored, if their rights are to

- be respected at. all, I cannot conceive any

- government here -disposed to do any" justlce’

B

" agree to it

.propositions, for that fs not necessary.

: ‘more mod¢rate arrangement or oxne less open

to any kind of objection on thé part of any

1o the minority whatever.

. I-do.not propose to go into- the coun}t3er-
ut

I will refer to one subject, and that is that

one of the first proposals made by the

Manitoba government was to secularize thé

schools. The hon. member for Winnipeg

" (Mr. Martin), I believe, would be willing to

have the schools secnlarized, to banish the
Bible and every kind of religious, instruction
from the schools, but I doubt if there are

. many members on edther side who would.
. agree with him.

‘Mr. EDGAR. The hon. member.for Leeds
(Mr. Taylor), the chief” Government Whip,
expresses that opimion. .

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1an very sofry
to hear that, but I am sure that the Church

. of England- Wwould not agree to it, I am sure

that the Presbyterian body would not agree
to it, I ‘am. sure that the Wesleyan body

_would not agree to it, and 1 am quite-sure

that the Baptist body—-whlch ‘may not be a
very large one in that countiy—would not
Therefore, the proposition to
secularize the schools, I ‘believe, would .run
¢ounter to the overwhelming sentiment of
all' denominations, whether Catholi¢ ¢r Pro-
testany, in the province of Manitoba, and,

_therefore, 1 regdrd that as a step certainly
"-. very much in'the wrong direction. What a-

.- deluston it would be, if you were to have

religious fmstruction after the manner: pro-
‘posed by the  Manitoba government. . What
would it amount-to'? You have the Roinau
Catholic -Church, the -Church.of. England,
the Presbyterians, the Wesleyans, repre-
sented in each school, and they are each to

‘take alternate days.” So-you would have, in

practice, half an hour once a week. Will

you expect that to satisfy any person,"Catho- .

lic or Protestant, who wishes to have. this

. religious instruction in the schools-? Surely

- not.’

ment-of the time. of this committee.

I do not intend to prolong these re-
marks, because I-qm anxious to avoid doing
enything that shall take up a- single -mo-
“But

- we have been accused of obstructing our

. aratq #chcols - upon - Manito

own Bill. Absolutely, gentlemen have been
found . who, in the face of what Is known

to every member.of this committee, actually -

accuse -us of obstructing our -own Bill

It has been insinuated that there was some.

occult influence at work which made the

* Government: desirous of preventing this Bill"
from becoming law. Well, 1. have.in my"
. "hands a copy of the Hsmilton “Bvening

Times,” of Aprd 13th, a etrong opponent of
the' Government, ‘which gives the trde in-

wardness. of the oppesition to the Bill :

Ca.nmdia.ns who do not believe in forcing sep-

ba,’ may" thank _the

.construed as a-violent or.ex

‘1 ?

IAherala in Parliamcnt tor‘gemhg an opportu-_
nity to prevent the outrage. )
They .gayé to the Liberals the entire cre&it .
they won't allow any Congervative in this.
House to enjoy the credit. «

Mw LAURIER The paper is not fair.

Sir CHA_RLES TUPPER. Hon. gentle- ..

‘men opposite have said a good deal about,

lagt week affording a record-‘breakfng ses-\
sion. This paper addS‘ A\

The result 18 worth all the dlscomtort ot a six \\ .
days’ and five nights’ sitting. .

So I thlnk proper to give to the opponents
of the Government, I won't say they are.
all Li’berals, the credit of the unpariileled
obstruction which this Bill has met from. .
the commencement. - Now. we have beén -

‘ardently desirous of settling this question,

for reasons which I have often stated, and
need ‘not repeat to the House. My great
desire has been to remove from the poli-
tical arend a.question of this kind ‘that is
calculated to prevent us getting a verdiet
‘upon the important political isgues that sépa-
rate.the two parties in this country, I be-,
Heve also that it Is 'very much to be de-. - -~
precated that the people should have their

passions and feelings excited, as they are . .

excited on  questions  of religion more -
than on any other question in the world:

I think it is .very much to be ‘deprecated. . )

that sueh a@ question should -be taken.to
the polls. I think it Is uuniiecessary, be:
cause the. Government, hile obeying the-
law and, the constitution in!the steps that
have been taken, and declared to be abso-
Jutely “necessafy-. to restore the rights:.and .
privileges of the minority in Manioba, have = '

-shown from the first that they are anxious °

that nothing should be done that could be

1.do not hesitate to say that the minority,
in my judgment, have been mdst reasonable
in regard to this measure. Hon. genﬂemen
opposite profe'ss so great & desire’ to "de-
stroy thig Bil} that they are willing to spend
days and nights ovér a clause which is~
an exaet transeript- from -lawk that hive.
been im use in Ontario and Manitoba for
many ‘years, and have beenr found to work
perfectly well. Now, I do. not' understand
this. pretended anxiety ou the ‘part of the
opponents of this Bill to have criticised in -
committee. If the minority are -satisfied -
with the Bill, imperfect as the measure may
be, falling short, a8 the léader ‘of ‘the Op’

position holds it does, of restoring folly = .
the rights of the Roman Catholic minority, =~

if the minority are-satisfied with the mea-
sure, why do some hon. gentlemen, object. o

- That the mirority are satigfied with .-
it, we have the highest authority for saying.' " °
Byery person knows the respect that is pald -
by.the Roman Catholie peoplé to the views .
of those who .are pliced In charge of thelr
religions and educsational interests ; _every- .-
body ‘knows the 'mnﬁdence that is phced. :

e Jneasure. . . .-



Ve _placed upon-the st
v;.. .. _ment would. probably mever. find .It-neceﬁ-

.
I

-

" in those who preside over them as biéhops

and arehbishops, and who may, therefore,

"be held to represent the views-of the peo-

- (Stzned)
1-give that as a' complete answer' to any

ple themselves. In order to show the House;
in an unmistakable marnner, ' that the mi-
nority are satisfied, I propose to read a
message reeeived by mpyself, and a similar
one was sent to -the Prime Minister yester-
day, by the Archbishop of St. Bonjface, from

_ Montreal, in- which he says:

In the name of. the CathoHe minority or Mani-
toba that I represent officially, I gsk the House
of Commons to pass the whole remedial Act as
it i8 now amended. It will ba satisfactory to

- the said@ Catholic mincrity, that will considor it

as-a subrtantial, workable and final settlement.
of the school quest}on accordmg to the consti-

tation,
E_DOUARD LANGEVIN.

hon. gentleman who says this Bill is worth-
less, that it avill not.give satisfaction to the
minority. After -this approval of the Bill
by a gentleman holdihg so high a position

© a9 His Grace the-Archbishop, who speaks

on behalf of the Manitoba minority, eer-
tainly .no person can-any longer say ‘that
this measure will not satisfy their claim.
I deeply regret that the necessary. measure
was not passed by the government of Manpi-
toba. It would be-infinitely more satis- "
factory, and no effort has been spared by

this Government to secure a settlement by -

the government-of Manitoba. I do not hesi-

" tate to say that I believe if this Bill were. -
put-on the statute-book, it would terminafe.

the- difficulty, for I believe the. Manitoba

government would then be in a position to.”

.8ay to the ‘peoplé -of.- that province who
. have: become excited upon this subject—

“"divided authority s

and I bélieve that is one of the difficulties

" .of the Manitoba government—they would
_then .be able to say to-the people: Either
. we must meet-the claims of this minority
by our own legislation, or we must have

under the constitunon of the country a
and -that is certainly
not desirable. I beheve 4f’ this® Bill were

.8ary to carry out amny of f{ts- provisions.

because they would. be promptly adopted

. by the govermment of Manitcha in- order

‘ to prevent the divided authority.I bave men-

- tloned ; apd the hands of the local gov-.

emment wauld be enormously strengthened-

" . by -putting this Bill on the statute-book.
'Néw, I wish to say a word -ahout the ob-

" -Struction ‘of this measure.
g .

Mr WELSH Do you. want te coerce us

by keeping us heré -all night and all day ?-

"You are-the men who are obs’tructing

Sir CHARLES TUPPER I will tell my
hon. friend, if he. will allow me to call-him’
so, that -nobody is more -unwilling to keep-
him here than I am. It has been-a-case of .

Who is obstructs

to exhaust every possible means for the pm:-
‘pose of carrying a Bill that.we believe to be .
only of the greatest importance that it should '::

become law, but we believe it to be of S

the most vital importance that it should: -

become law this session.” The.session -has
been called specially for the purposé of
dealing with this measure, the country ex-
pected it of us, and: we have felt it our
- duty to cxhdust every means to- pass it
But I want to put this question to hon.
gentlemen opposite. Who is it that is ob-
structing - this Bill 2
tatives in "this House of the two millions of
Roman Catholics.? I.do not believe that

there is one representative among those who-

‘represent the two millions of Romam Catho-
lics in Cahada in this . House, who' will

zet up and say : I am prepared to obstruct:

this Bill' and prevent its becoming law,

Then I say-if you have at the back of thig .

Bill the Government of the Dominion, ‘com-
posed of both Catholics apd Protestants,
if you have supporting them a large num-

ber of -members representing bhoth Protes- -

tants and” Roman. Catholies, if you have in

Is it the represen- .~

i

favour of the Bill the representatives.of the

two mlillions of . .Roman Catholics in this
country to-day, why should it be-obstruct-
ed-? Sir, it.Is not too late .yet. - The Bill

has been prepared with the utmost-care ‘by y

the law officers of the Crown.
Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) Care !-

suppose it would be.in the power of hu-

man  ingenuity to frame- a Bill in which -

lawyers could not find flaws from Monday
morning till Saturday night. But- because
they can.do so, I do not hold. that to be
evidence that -the Bill is impertec}t I say

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Well, 1 do not.

the clauses have been torn to-pieces and -

changed and modified by hon, gentlemen' °

opposite, in their deSire, not ta perfect the
measure, but to mar it. I beligve that the
Bill &5 submitted t0 this House would have
been perfectly ‘satisfactory to the House.

The law ‘officers: of the Crown had given it -
%etul attention ; and a gentleman of high
standing -in this country and great legal-

‘talent, Mr, Ewart, who has_devoted, I may

say, years of his life to the study of this.

question, bas heen devoting his. great powers
and his great legal talents to this meas-
ure for a long period. -He.has had the
opportunity ot crossing swords with an-
other hon. gentleman'of great legal talent,
the .hon. member -for North ‘Simcoe.

It

is said that iron sharpens’ iron, so' I say L

. that after .this eonflict of opinion on ithis
question in all ifs phases, this Bill ‘meets

with ‘the approval of the counsel retained .
Tt also meets”.

by the minority in Manitoba. .
. with tlie approval of the Minister of Jus-

" tice and 'of the committee of the Dominfon - -°

Government, composed of both Catholies
and 'Protestants, who had. ‘charge of. this

Bill, " As & layman, I say I would have ..
- necesalty, mod: of chofee: We have telt bound been, quite wiﬂlng ito mke it as it stood HIRS




and I say now ‘that the most vn:al and- im- hdn, gentlemen opposite to left us se’ctle this
“'portant portions of : this Bill 'have béen vexed question, which I8 the cause of 8o
eobsidered, and I belleve It is' the duty of .much irouble, and let the Government go

Y 7o be passed. If it is imperfect, hon. gen- responsible for all the enormities of this -
tlemen opposit® are not responsible for that : .measure, whatever they may be, anﬂ et -
the Government of the country are respon- them answer for their shortcomings to the
sible. . people of this country. We are quite-will-

* . ing to take that responsibility. We belleve
©. Mr. LAURIER No, ot ’:he Government it will be in' the interest .of the country, f -
but the country. . - thé interest of peace and good feeling among

o0 Sir: CHARLES TUPPER We will seﬂtle country, and I #rust, under these circum-
"o+ that a little later. I say that the Govero--atances, that we may be permitted to place -
“ ment of Canada have been upheld By a this Bill on the. statute-book, late ag .the .

. this eommittee to allow the remaining clauses to the country, responsible for all-their &ins, - A

Roman Catholics” and Protestants of. this -

majority of 99 to 7 in this House in favour period ‘of ‘session.ls; and that we may be - '
of abandoning obstruction and passing this able to take up the other important business:
*Bill. Now, under these ciréumstances; I of the. session that §t is very necessary to "

‘_ venture to ‘make the last faint appeal to tramsact before thisParlia@ent p.'norogues.
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