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REPORT. .

The Fifth Annual Convention of the Provincial Association 
of Protestant Teachers of the Province of Quebec met, at Rich­
mond, in the St. Francis District, as determined at’the Con­
vention of 1867, in accordance with the request of the Local 
Association of that District. The meetings of the Convention 
were held in the hall of the St. Francis College, 
and Friday, August 27th and 28th, 1868.

The members’ roll showed that there 
veral sessions :r Thursdayon

were present at the se-

Officers.

Hon. J. 8. Sanborn, M. A., Q. C., Senator, of Sherbrooke- 
President.

Principal J. W. Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., &c., of MoGiP 
College, Montreal— Vice-President.V

Principal J. H. Graham, LL.D., of St. Francis College, 
Richmond— Vice-President.v.

Archibald Ditff, M. A., of McGill High School, Montreal 
—Secretary.

Robert Robinson, of St. Francis College, Richmond, Secre­
tary of St. Francis District Associât," jti, and Mem. C. E. Com.

Honorary Members.

Hon. P. J. (). Chauveau, LL.D., M. 1\, Minister of Pub 
lie Instruction, Quebec.

Hon. C. Dunkin, M. A, D. C. 1., M. P., Knowlton, Mem. 
C. P. I.

H. H. Miles, Esq., LL.D., Assistant Secretary of Educa- 
cation, Quebec.

H. Hubbard, Esq., M. A.,Iuspcctor of Schools, Sherbrooke.
M. Stenson, Esq., “ «
Lord Aylmer, Melbourne, Mem. Board of Examiners, Rich­

mond. ,
There were present also a large number of teachers, chiefly 

from various parts of the district, and a few from Quebec and
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the Three Rivers District, 
ladies.

Of the teachers, the larger part were

The Convention was opened at 10 o’clock a.m., on Thursday. 
The President, Hon. Mr. Sanborn, called on Rev. W. H. Pri-
deaux, M. A., of Bishop’s College, Lennoxville, to lead in
prayer.

The President thanked the Association for the honour done 
him by placing him in the chief position among them, and 
asked the aid of all in the discharge of the duties laid upon him.

Principal Graham, in a short address, extended to all hearty 
welcome on behalf of the Local Association of the District.

It was resolved, on motion, that the usual reading of the mi- 
nuteo be omitted inasmuch as they had been published, and that 
they be considered as read and approved.

Hon. Mr. Sanborn then delivered his opening address on the
subject: “Our Common School System; what is required 
of it.” 1

‘Kit"'''*

gssssssslll

When the mind i/TnUreed" '?°8t ca8e8’ ,that tBnd« to crime.’
weak reason inn- Hn<i .. ^ information, even if the moral dense is
believe the mafimtL^ and tend to —
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iplllill
~ tïP:z :™F fiîsaaî «rjsr
could not exist where every person could read, and where even a 
common newspaper could find its way.

The common education of the whole

whT/ro

a irrjr. rjss. ®
measure of instruction is particularly necessary for the success ofourmu-
?n ii anV‘lo .l,U tfIOn8h lh|® !’r,nc,pal rca8°n »hJ our municipal institutions 
n many localities have become a snare to the people is, the prevalence of 

ignorance of even the elements of education. In such cases the body of 
the people are placed in the power of one or two individuals, capable ot 
transacting business; and if such persons are selfish and designing, the 

ry ,,!!,.brP|Ught lDt,‘. dlfli('ultJr a"'l embarrassment. This would soon
“• -»i •»-»-

The elements of education put into the minds ,f a generation will do- 
velope talents for practical business of local and neighbourhood charac­
ter, which without these facilities woul remain latent. It produces self- 
reliance and self-respect. Some say, “A little learning is a dangerous
, n‘nngf in 1 ‘nflal™ Wlth ‘•oncoit- It makes pedants. This is a sophism— 
one of those maxims put forward as if self-evident, whi.1i require proof 
Tor Hood calls them “ Johnsoniana,” from I)r. Johnson’s positive style in 

lhom. forward. He instances several, one is.-a mother is udvis- 
ng her promising son not to be good for a hope of reward, but from a

for nothing ^’ “ Madu,ne>” “ would you have your son good

men.

There are narrow minds.
minds sufficiently so, and those who know little will have more contracted 
views than it they knew more, but on the whole will be more useful if 
not more agreeable, than if they knew nothing. If a person is vain of a little 
knowledge, as a general rule, his vanity does not disappear with greater 
attainments, bolomon says, “ if you bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with

manvbteh?re dreamod of- and Kain8 » superficial knowfedge of
many things which he supposes are new to the rest of the world, because 
new to him, and sets himself to enlighten mankind by lecturing on ;he ah

m- ”c",mii* -hi*

Facility to read and write prevents imposition and fraud. If a man 
cannot read or write, he is dependent upon another to state his wishes 
correctly in a written agreement. If a man who cannot read and write is 
a rogue, and wishes to evade a contract he hae reitlly made, he always ha* 
an excuse, he did not understand the purport. It is the common interest

V
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«my be bel "to"doT" Th!'.'l^nevôkne«.tof‘,'th Wl"'n 7n,r"vt’ that they 
deaf mutes. A man in our div «,i.„ ;tho n1K<! Pr°vidos instruction fur
moving, living w,,,id V a dtff; ;t:nnr,r; .... . WritC/ t0 thc «"«
give him hearing and speech. ' 11 Government’s lirst duty to

hJïïîtaiTî! «• -sschools. It bears the relation to these that iT"* of.co,,**M or grammar^ 
from which trickle little threads ,,! .aV, , the number of small fountains 
irom an accumulation of these ihren i« . ’i,Cilr the brooks that are made 
ever i ..wing onward into the groat ocean” rC er8>' "la,lo from many brooks

Thoro ihould b. ,h,„ , complete.,,, J&ESFS
loncic,. andyartièûurlv'bîca’ug^a’lîcdVr f,ir their roMnf excel-
person is educatedÛZ 5” I, L, VrVa" W?8 *™d«‘tory, every 
culum in the same wav Then 1 att rn, put through the same curri-
Thi, system hss been viry^ucccssfuHn tak " tb° fir“,t t,te** ladder,
results in the production of moral power to thé Lfi" cducated PeoP,e; its 
however, desirable that such a l ."atl,"n »ro apparent. Is it,of education? You go into a found™^"lf5rmity "hould exist in a system 
stove, it is adinirabloln its arraneemnît** *e° ‘5° l,attern of Stewart’s 
very perfect as a stove, the moufd ^wa»I !7 P,erf°At \n ,t8 arrangoments. 
there is a blemish in the mould von h y iPrices the same article; if 
one scarce'y likes this foundry bLinn 1 7*?® tho.blt‘mi*h in the stove ; 
man form divine” is surpassLlÿTeautiflî h t "i k° ,;,ind- “ Th" hu" 
ral similarity, and in its‘infinite diversity iî"» 'ne, in “î «ene*
and excellence had a mole on his face o/a Pers,on of great beauty
-, ..a kin, „,.„„,,d ,r “

(hi, perfect unijîm'tZ’rtcÏÏhini'!courao’S”!,*’ I.,l,"ul'1

sfiEWw sxùrnr 'F™ w-s 
actif •sjMMtisi; • wl"ro '
cosmopolitan and less stereotyped.

a large 
tends to induce mure 

same grooves, ideas become m

of instruction shVVVÎZptoî andT/shluld bo°a"T' A 8°°d 8ystem 
form. Schools will always differ not „ „ û r as. fur as P0«ible uni-

rio^z™l™zr,“Z;,t,'.ïr;:z' 2? $F «* 'S-X.t
ployed a man to put un a snrimr i ?°t done. I once cm
slats with springs. Ho loofod at me wûh’ an<‘ 1 to|d.him I wanted eight 
nishment and pity at my ignorance “ Whv" ^P,7,e, on of mingled asto- 
put but six slats to a bedstead.” - But "said r « r** d i*®: Ü they ncvor 
never come so, they aro never made so • I ha™. i f wanto,ght-” “ They 
one with more than six slats » r thnl, "a'° 8d lnnny’ und never saw 
know anything in the law that forbid" e?X ?”'VW ^ “d" ><>" 
you think it would not bo gainst the la. T k ,?0/8ir’ “ Then, if 
mechanic brought to his a the sam„ aw, I should like eight.” This 
Jiring to their profession. hî object ‘f Normll""'^ V* "lnny toaehp™ 
give sufficient instruction to qualify teacheW^0? 8 18 ,not merely to
.du,.,.., h,,,,î. ‘Mr.x

u

I
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^ J;n:h&r "w1=i^5^2r^:
ir,bz^;E " =r ^
oial. A sunorficUl^cho'lJ/w^M k'" P“p,lf '" ,,e incxoet »n^ «upcrH- 
want ,,1'varCl èarlv a'nin» ,n Ma C‘r*le” m,,n "f business" ami

ipaxS EE-F~the nutunU ^.pt^tion for iT and a^uj^f ^ ttrh™'hevIet

S^HHPgraphy, without proceeding further in hiirhcr «tudieu ti ^ '* 8eo" 

It is fortunate that thlfi. tho case ôihirwiTe1"",7 Pnmeedi"K fllr(' »r.

*»£ ketï
common arithmetic form th basis of „ii , , K<’ading, writing, and

than good singers. This should not hn All e "ot more rare,

ïï5S5£ ï-^ïïs^Lash r^*K sprocesses, however varied ôr far na^eS 7’ SSt^B0”Jr- or mechanic,, the 
”me'e «' ■JJili.n, .ubl.Jlon, m.itlpîiï “ï/”'

‘n,|"'"““’ '■' ‘""-"«b «"«■ -...I., i.o“

£fcSSK?ri«^j,sL5taîïï^ïïSL£rt^ “• "* ~zsst oVsa:- •sÿsuHtù ;“-bb;
»« - *■- e,l^ïïXi.tt,".vzl";.ï

-JtiS.sttyK satsa-âsîï *- *• -fisrsïsrss s
vague and misty vision of thorn: that thev shonl'dh! *,lng?’ not have a 
observation, of the most approved methods for eon ■ " lcnow,odKe by 
pupil,, „d, above all, ,ha, ft., b. .I|„, L.TIZ^ S%'C,k

JKM*
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Nothing 1* more trying to the nerves then to see u teacher going through 
a routine with the spirit of a martyr, like a soldier marching backward 
and orward on sentry, where no enemy ever appeared or is ever expected 
to appear. It makes school visitors feel much as the farmer feels wi^.hns 
placed a lazy man in his corn field, who is ever and anon looking at the
ZrfT8 tha,t ,,h?bUS mny hu, y th"uKh he is by no ml in a 
hU|F 7"i .°Ur -,yf"tem of examinations, and the granting of diplomas is cal­
culated to meet one wont hero designated. It has done excellent service.

The influence of conventions like this, and of normal and superior
.ren e<1 Up0n t0 "“I'P'y “nether want, tl ini sing of !i spi-

e,|t„rV|lfr.aflîi!,lte lgCnCC,lnti0 1,141 larg0 body of cduc airs. They are the 
educators of the many and they need to magnify t air calling. * To the
elevation and perfection of our common schools must wo looker the a-
Thkh"ln|? °f a.Pr®Per 'nterost in and appreciation of the value of education 
The higher schools and colleges will not thrive unless the common sch3s 
prosper. If the latter are doing their work well, wo shall find many bysœBcsssïfz. saa t ns; »

âVein.6’ 7r,WI" fi,îd tbo1brighte9t mind8 “re those who are making this r helping themselves to higher attainments. They are bufning 
with a love for knowledge and with such the work of conveying instruction 
,s generally a pleasure because it is a stimulant to study in* hemaelve, 
?il?v°iik a 80 another tru.th' pereons who acquire knowledge are not gene­
rally like persons acquiring propert". Imparting, rather than hoarding
the f/ZSLe affor,ds Pleasure- Besitfes, young persons bring to their work 
heLm of eh nndard0r "fy°uth> which ®nds a sympathetic cord in the
ÏucTteachÎrsdi7thât7tnhde|hem- /nothlr rT°n wh> 1 woutd encourage 
such teachers is that it helps on the work. It affords fac.lities in an hon­
orable and useful calling for indigent youth to climb the hill of science

unon persons in proportion to the number of their children. This is n, 
always in the same ratio as the possession of property. This provision in 
the law seems to be in the interest of bachelors. The fact that the whole 
community sus ain common schools under the law, shows that the object is 
one in which all are supposed to bo agreed. In a country like ours, where 

divided by the double partition of creed and language 
most important and delicate duty of the system to manage!

I do not consider that the teaching of personal religion has any place 
in the common schools, Religious instruction, as such, must be provided 
elsewhere. Nothing will sooner bring common schools into contempt than 
loca favoritism, the government of neighborhood cliques or proselytism. 
Jhile this is true, our schools should bo Christian, not pagan schools. 
The principles of Christian morality should be inculcated. Our dissentient 
school law is » safety valve to prevent the evil of sectarian schools becom­
ing aggravated. It is, however, beneficial mainly as provisions in a con­
tract and Which are termed coinminatory—threatening. This is 
like many other precious rights, that is 11 the 
jarely exercised.

I

the arc
this !C VallOS 11

a right, 
more valuable for being

, .. N,° r“1®? can ,aid d“»n,to guide teachers in the discharge of their 
delicate duties. They must rely upon that forbearance and mutual confi­
dence which a larger acquaintance always engenders with men of different



raoos and creeds. Much of the dread of others’ ideas is due to prejudice. 
This removed, we find ourselves wonderfully harmonizing upor, matters 
where wa supposed there was a world-wide difference. These aunr al Con­
vention* should do a world of good in enlarging the minds of teachers ; in 
generating a liberal spirit, and in removing prejudices by the supplant­
ing of suspicion by confidence ; the cold salutation of the stranger for the 
cordial grasp of the friend.

In closing my responses to what is expected of our common schools, I 
venture to remark that the principles of our civil policy should be taught 
in then—What are we, a monarchy or a "opublic? Are we under a des­
potic government ? What is a limited monarchy ? The leading 
maxims and princinles of our constitution should be taught, parti­
cularly those duties devolving upwn jurors, and witnesses in courts 
of law. More than all, in importance, the nature and general fea­
tures of our Municipal law should be taught. A hand-book might b pre­
pared, which, if used a reading book, with occasional lessons and ques­
tions, would familiarize pupils with certain general principles of great 
use. An elementary education in this science is much needed. It tends 
to . .ako a homogeneous people—to generate national pride, and particu­
larly it gives an introduction to society, so that when civil responsibilities 
are thrown upon a young man he may have some idea where no is, what 
to do and where to get information.

With common schools well sustained, well and faithfully managed, a 
generation of in'nlligence will grow up, our people will have a good 
prehension of their privileges and appreciation of their wants. They will 
become better informed of the general progrer* of the world. Tbiy will 
improve in all the industrial arts. Tliey will have more want", uigher 
tastes to gretify, but will have great facilities for supplying fisse new 
wants. They will enjoy more and have a higher order or enjoyment. Ig- 
I'ornnco with tho masses makes the literary atmosphere of the country cold 
and cheeriest,. Literary effort of every kind find very little sympathetic 
response. It may do for a rude people in a somibarbarous age to have 
an ignorant peasantry. It may contribute to mystery and poetry, but for 
a progressive, mattor-of-fact, utilitarian epoch like this, wo must have 
educated yeomanry.

eom-

Our common schools ?re the agency by which .nis want must be sup­
plied.

Hon. Mr. Sanborn’s address was listened to with great atten 
tion and interest. At the close, the choir, which had been pre­
pared for the occasion, .sang a beautiful selection. Announce­
ments were then made—by the President, of the hours for the 
meetings of the Convention; and by Principal Graham, 
ing places of abode for those who had come from a distance, and 
thereafter the Convention rose to reassemble in the afternoon.

concern-

AFTERNOON SESSION.

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held at half-past
one.

The Convention came to order at 2 o’clock, the President 
cupying the chair.

OC‘
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£fUÎ£ïrrs'iïsszz-
VaïuÏÏTl ’ r“d 1 papcr on “ E"Kli»h Composition.” 
w «mtSrwa v’,to° rccminR ,i,c “ s»k '■ ^ skuij
be cultnatcd m «Tiling. Discourse is cither premeditated or

—. e,s s,7r^ht100 - -*> “f

in the art and to those who 
time fluent speakers.

Secondly, the structure of 
that the

I
common to begin- 

well practised aud at the
tiersi;: are
same

, . language demands
abulary be preserved in purity. Coining 

should be studiously avoided, unless it 
the expression of

our our care
VtrC

new words 
is necessary in order to 

new thought. It is remarkable how 
nany words have dropped out of our stock in course of time, as

/ 18 CUri°t6 100 how ««toe have moved along a 
line of thought from one shade of meaning to another We”
some word, used in their former sense in "some of o r 1 terary 

monuments of the past, as in cur translation of the Bible 
Teachers more than others, have to do with the preparation of 
language for the rising generation, and have a large responsibil

re8 ^ U7 th;m‘ Th^ OU-ht to strive earnest^ 

the purity of our tongue. The Orthography of our lan 
guage receives not too great attention. Innovations in spelling 

do by blotting out par, „f lho bi„,„r, of Tord,”

sort of filial affection for our mother tongue will, h is to be

nt varian“with -
The President followed with a few remarks on 

which new words may be introduced into our language

After music by the choir, Hon. Mr. Chauveau, LL. D, Min­
ister of Instruction, was called upon to address 
He said he was very glad that he was able to be present 
and that Dr. Miles, the Secretary of the Educational De- 
I«rtment, was present also. He had not expected to be with the 
Convention and this must be an apology for want of preparation 

do mo re than make extemporaneous remarks. He had heard

some

see

pre­serve

the principles

the Convention.
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with pleasure the address of the President, but could not agree 
with him in everything he had advanced. He thought it was 
impossible to have a non-sectarian system of education in this 
1 rovincc, where forms of religion are so different, and languages 
a* well. Gentlemen in other countries whom he had met, had 
expressed to him thei, opinion that the present plan was very 
well suited to the circumstances. He said that a man’s faith 
is a thing hard to keep, and it is therefore no wonder that some 
should look with feelings of jealousy on anything which would 
tend to the weakening of the faith of the people. He felt that 
the best plan was not to have unity in everything, but diversity 
as well where necessary. Variety is essential, and uniformity 
impossible. In any place where some might choose to secede 
and form a separate school for themselves, he felt it right that 
they should be allowed to take with them all that might belong 
to them. Education was progressing in the Province, although 
there were many drawbacks, especially in the thinly settled 
tncts where the roads to school must often be very long. The
Department was ready to help all who would do well if aided
and also to relax its rules when this might be needed.

He desired to make a few remarks

dis-

special points in the
working of schools. Hygienic principles should receive 
attention.

mi

. - more Ihe health of pupils, and of teachers too, was neglect­
ed to such an extent that much evil often followed, 
schools there

In many
too little ventilation, and pure air was some­

times sought by the sudden opening of windows. This might 
produce very bad effects. The teacher could do more than com­
missioners or parents to remedy these faults. Gymnastics ought 
to be practised but not with heedless violence. Military drill 
afforded a happy means of securing gentle exercise. A happy 
disposition on the teacher’s part would accomplish much good.

French ought to be studied more in English schools than it is, 
and not, as is too often the case, as a dead language. It must 
be spoken, even though in a bungling way at first. French 
schools, in their study of English, set a very good example.

Ca .adian history should receive much attention. One teacher 
made the Parliamentary Blue Books a study, that he might be 
thoroughly acquainted with the progress of affairs in the country,

was

I
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hnd for this he deserves great credit. Penmanship should be 
aught more systematically, and with an aim to make pupils - 

beautiful wnters, with enough of peculiarity to mark the indi-

• . Flnally> Iet the teacher give his whole heart to his work
he may go forward sure of success. , and

Rev. A. J. Parker, of Danville, followed with 
paper on ., Tr. an interesting

the History of Common Schools in the Townships dur- 
mg the lorty years past. Mr. Parker gave at the outset a sketch 
of the area styled the Ba-stern Townships, lying in a somewhat 

•angular form along the northern frontier of the States of Ver­
mont and New Hampshire, and stretching from the outlet of 
Lake Champlain to a point about thirty miles from Quebec, and 
thence to the U. S. boundary on the State of Maine.

Tlus territory a dens, forest even forty years ago, was long 
this settled by hardy New Englanders, not from the more 

comfortable ranks of sock but of those who sought to rise to a 
better condition than they already enjoyed, and whom the low 
price of our land induced to cross the border. Many were led 
too, by a desire to live under British rule. Settling at isolated 
pointe far apart in the great wilderness, there was little commu­
nication between them along the tracks marked only by “ blaz­
ed trees. There was thus little opportunity to set up schools 
even had they been of the better educated class, who would feel 
their want; and besides, they found it all they could do to feed 
and clothe their tittle ones. Some families, however, had 
teachers for themselves, and after a time log school-houses 
built in a few places, where at intervals, and with teachers 
such as would be considered the best now, a scanty education 
was given. A few of the scholars of these days still live. (One 
was present at the Convention.)

ere

were
not

About sixty years ago, the Koyal Institution for the Ad­
vancement of Learning was established, to meet the necessities 
of the growing population. This body did not receive the desired 
popular support and in this district was not very successful.

The desire for eduction, stm.ul.ted by this movement, had no 
latisla. t.on until about two «core years ago, when two member.

•--
r- 
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from the St. Francis District were sent to the Parliament of the 
Province. Roads then began to be opened up to the markets, 
and postal arrangements to be made. In 1830, the Lierai Par­
liament of the day voted the proc eeds of the confiscated Jesufts’ 
Estates for educational purposes. Scores of school-houses 
then set up. Messrs. Childs and J. Brooks, M.P’s for the St. 
Francis District, Dr. Meilleur and Mr. Jacob DeWitt had much 
to do with the promotion of this early school system. The act 
expired by limitation in 1835, and reafter, partly on account 
of the troubles of 1837, nothing was done, except by private vo­
luntary effort, until the year 1843, when the present school law 
in its original form was enacted. Great good has been 
plished by 'his measure. All classes have lent their effort to 
secure the present measure of success. We should rejoice and 
thank God that His guiding providence has led the people to lay 
aside, in great part, their prejudices, and work together, instead 
of dealing with each man’s hand against every other. Some 
local contentions have existed but none widespread, and our 
schools have done much to cement society. Many trained in 
these have gone forth and taken high rank in the world. The 
investment has been a good one.

The essayist illustrated the progress of educational affairs by 
an anecdote. Some years ago a commissioner was sent from 
Quebec to Sherbrooke to meet several of the school managers of 
the district, tod find out whether the school reports were not 
falsely filled up and signed, because the subjects were so far be­
yond those taught in some other districts, catechism and prayers 
being the only studies in these latter ; and the reports from the 
former were signed by the teachers in good hand-writing, while 
from the latter they were in many cases signed with a cross, the 
teachers being unable to write.

The annual reports now show far greater progress, and 
go forward, let us bear in mind, that in the management of the 
schools, no arbitrary control should be tolerated, but the opinion 
of every citizen carefully respected.

Care and catholicity arc needed in reference to religious train­
ing. There should be no urging of dogmas. With hearts

were

accom-

I

as we

i
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thankful for the past, we may go forward hoping that the forty 
years to come may be much brighter than the forty years past. 

The President suggested that it might be well to
lighter work for the mind than further attention to essays 

and on motion it was resolved that the remaining time of the’ 
session be occupied in discussion on any of the points brought
up m the papers read, and that each speaker be allowed five 
minutes.

afford nowsome

Principal Graham, LL.D., then referred to instruction in 
writing and advised that classes be formed in the schools for 
his study, just as for arithmetic, and that they have regular 

terms for work and examination.
Rev. Mr. Lee, of Stanstead Academy, said that it would be 

very difficult to do this in com uon schools.
M,r; W,lkie’ M,A ’ of the Quebec High School, said that in 

his thirty years’ experience in teaching, he had always had a re­
gular class, the whole school coming together in one for this pur­
pose. He had endeavoured to keep up with the imp 
in ;opy books, using now the Payson system, which he highly 
recommended. Boys with no great talent for other studies are 
often found to excel in this. They should be ranked in’ the 
class, each one receiving credit for his work.

Mr. Inspector Hubbard, M.A., urged parents to aid their 
teachers, by procuring for their children books, so that in 
school all children should have the 
book adapted to his ability.

Mr. Inspector Stcnson described efforts he was making to im­
prove penmanship in his inspection district.

Mr. W. E." Jordan

rovements

one
same system, and each the

of Danville Academy, advised teachers to 
study the principles of handwriting, aud endeavour to become 
skilful themselves. They would use the black-board with bene­
fit in this branch of their work, and would find it well to 
their classes to count while writing, 
each step in the process.

train 
drill do, markingas men at

Hon. Mr Chauveau said, that this plan just mentioned was 
followed in Prussia. Children should be required to write 
carefully any exercises, such 
class.

very
as are required in a History



Principal Graham advised teachers to give to advanced scho­
lars in this subject practice without copybooks. Book-keeping, 
or copying from collections of letters illustrating commercial cor­
respondence gives room for this. After learning to form letters 
we , y using such books as Payson’s, practice as recommended 
tends to bring out the peculiarities of the individual, along with 
beautiful forms.

occupied five 
children wri, it was

first on a slate, then on paper with lead pencil, then with
pen over writing previously traced lightly by the teacher 
senior pupil. After this, self-reliance is safe 

The President then announced that

or a

. the Evening Session
would open at half-past seven, and addresses would be delivered 
by several gentlemen.

The Convention united in singing .the Doxulogy and ad­
journed.

EVENING SESSION.

. The Association re-assembled at half past seven, with the Pre- 
sident in the chair.

After singing by the choir, Rev. A. J. Parker led the Con­
vention in prayer. It was stated that subscriptions towards de­
fraying the expenses of the Association would be received by the 
Secretary. The Chairman announced that Dr. Dawson, Princi­
pal of McGill University, had arrived, and he had 
in calling on him to address the meeting.

Dr. Dawson expressed the pic

much plea-

... . ho felt in being present at
this Convention, and his regret that he had not reached it earlier 
in its sessions. He said that he would address the meeting on 
“Some Characteristics of British-Canadian Minds ”

asurc

sa. Tr?-" b' vyrsrvr
an in three particulars. Ills colonial position was that of a sleeping
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. ,, by «duoation. We muet become better acquainted with the empire 
better with Canada, and better with the great experiment of self-govern-
menîig.klnf! °n a,on*8'de of us- Newepapere should give more information 
on all these points, but these papers are only the exponents of public 
opinion. Now the recent change in our condition had caused a great fer­
ment in the public mind, and required a corresponding activity in educa­
tion in all its branches. Nor was this effect of Confederation confined to 
those who approved of it. Those who opposed it had equal exercises of 
mind concerning independence or some other change.

come

The second cause wasPâli
cases looked upon, not as ancestral memorials as in England, but , 
many cords of wood. The educator had therefore much to do hero to im- 

‘he “lnd ",th » taste for the beautiful in nature, in art, and literature, 
and to this end much more attention should be turned.

as so '

Af r-Theithird ‘T8* ”f difference between the Englishmen of England and 
of Canada was the absence of marked ranks in social position. This had 
much effect on the national character,-all offices and callings are here 
alike open to all. There is nothing reserved for special classes or orders.

deed F,f0r '“ld '"dependent life that lies before him. In-
S?dsUteE Xi^ie,f Hh°i atr°fSe?’ietjr i8 drawing nearer and nearer to 

, fh '"d'vidualis becoming more and more important, and the
!ud '**■: Thero 18 as 8°°d a proportion of mental capacity 

2 hh!h, H °f .h'S e°Untry 88 ?ny otber- and it was perhaps fully as 
wl aIà b V UBe T tU cxpcct the fr"'18 of enltuie without culture. 
TnVo" ». haV® ™anufact”es and fine arts without the necessary schools. 
tIaken inP cou,ltr,e8 a,"d the United States, the greatest pains were 
l up echools of art and design, and wo might as well expect
itood t0 produce good crops without culture, as fruitfulness in the
mlnnrT.r dnWer l° 7°* Upon witbout education. We had also, as am no t , ocul ar need to occupy a high and influential position, and this
Tnd ih« 1°’ n°, y, n"mber8- but },y mi“d- We must roly upon ourselves, ih« ih i tj.do 80 was to diffuse high educational culture 
the Anglo-Canadian population, that they might hold their 
fur out-numbered.

among 
own however

The choir followed with another beautiful piece of music, after 
which Lord Aylmer addressed the Convention on “Agricultural 
Education.”

of all classes hangs on that of the agriculturist. Of his intelligence in-
alVthe'rest wHlTuffe^ S'" "S8p,tbo.“- If agricu,tureg.anguish. 
t I t r?t T'*1 8uffe'" ,IIavo we>tben» unproved agriculture as we ought ’ Look back at our agricultural history and enterprise, and say what has 
been done. Are we in advance of the first settlors ? Wo fear not. Is
fusion of H,”0!,1-* h°k!l Up0n 88 a ,ow’ commonplace toil, instead of a pro­
fession of the highest importance ? In what respect is science brought
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practically to bear on agriculture ? What does the farmer know of me­
chanics, geology, chemistry, and many other sciences with which he must 
jiractically come m contact? The soil is the capital of tho country, and 
tho farmers who own it should bo tho highest educated class of the 
munity ; but if tho farmer undervalues his oom-

, . own profession, what respect
can ho expect for it in others ? Every art and science aims at the highest 
Pr- a '°n ! but the farmer goes on only using his hands. Every branch 
of industry is rapidly improving except agriculture, which needs it most 
of II. Though there are distinguished colleges, none of thorn teach agri- 
cu ure. There are theological, medical, law, and military schools, with 
hn libraries, but poor agriculture, which sustains them all, gets no atten­
tion ! Nay, if our legislators, who are so liberal to other kinds of oduca- 
w°k ’ ,85e a8k.od for an agricultural school, they give forth no response. 
»vHat liner sight could there bo than a farm of 400 acres, showing all the 
attainments of ages in the art, whore pupils from every part of the 
country would bo instructed in all the sciences connected with agriculture. 
Vr oro.ov°ry new agricultural implement might be tested, every new kind 
or seed tried. If objection bo made to the cost, is it not reasonable that 
the class which pay most of tho taxes should got a small share laid out 
on themselves ?

As a number of French Canadians were present, lion. Mr. 
Chauveau was asked to address them .'n their own language. 
He said :

There never was a time when tho French Canadian people wore desti­
tute of education. The excellent education of tho family, supplemented by 
the education of the church, always prevailed. There wore also schools of 
instruction, adequate to tho wants of tho people, according to the views of 
nose times ; and it was only after tho conquest that schools were found 

de icicnt for the growing population. The Assembly of Lower Canada 
tried to establish an educational system, but was hindered by t'ae Loeisla- ive Council. Finally, however, a system was established, vhich* had 
been gradually improving, and, if Lower Canada was behind Ur, oer Cana- 

! in this respect, it was before the Maritime Provinces. Four-fifths of 
fnn,ïner .kansdi.an w"mon ,mdor thirty could read and write, and threo-
Frën?h !'f ‘S® T !! ‘Î1® samo ag0' Ho thon drew tho attention of
of vinV Th8™ ‘k th,° dofio,oncy of their school-houses in a hygienic point 
vnnViïr*'„ i h8.kC?°k ,ro"T wcro very small, and they were very badly 
ventilated, so that both scholars and teachers wore stifled. Tho scats 
were not low enough and had not suitable backs for the children, who were 
very uncomfortable; but when the children are fatigued by long lessons as : nf'd 8 a? ""aatural position, it was exceedingly bad*for them 

ell as the teachers. There should bo variety in tho exercises
ôf s,'ho„înk reercat,°" shou,d he interspersed with lessons. Tho closeness 
oi senooi-pouses, and tiresomeness of tho exercises, caused groat mortality 

, teachers, many of whom fell victims to consumption. He might
cau«odabvTher- "PC^ gCrcn,lly t0" loud,y to their scholars. This* is 
nôth°.“0,M which they cannot othorwiso surmount; but tho more 

le teacher makes, tho more noise the scholars will make also. The 
manner*11 t0.btain.attentlon is to speak naturally and in an interesting 
their seh .Teacbef? should resolve, both for their own good and that of 
JX °nh; ,lrKHt0 b0 «hcccful, compose,I, and self-possessed. An important 
Hrn Free k ka,was ,he,toaehing of French to the English, and English toÏeak ît T^st'V,’ a0d,the1,mly way Ioor" » foreign language is to 
carrv it o„t nr the natural way, and arrangements should bo made to 
sneak in» ri !)f enUT**> reading and grammar should follow or accompany 
died ànR| 18 “.'f/' iccc'^iry that the history of Canada should bo stu- 
nnation frI n Wl" 1)0 U more suitable history for schools than the com- 
P n from Oarnoau, which had been used because there was no other.

of tho

a - o
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These teachers’ institutes, conventions, or conferences should also bo intro­
duced among the French-Canadians, as of the greatest importance in aid­
ing teachers.

Hon. C. Dunkin, M.A., M.P., Finance Minister of the Pro­
vince, then addressed the assembly on “ The importance of a 
Moral Basis for Education, as of equal value with Physical cir­
cumstances in the healthy development of a people." Teachers 

ê should bear in mind that it is their duty to lay a good healthy 
moral foundation on which a great people may be built. He 
said ■

I

Ho onco visited the Island of Nantucket,—which had not a tree, and 
scarcely even a harbour. Every vessel of any site had to be lightened, • 
even to its masts and rigging, in coming over the bar; yet that island 
contained a largo and flourishing city, with fine houses and a dozen 
churches well attended ; and that population, though it had no ad­
vantages, and every difficulty, was holding its own in every respect, with 
others much more favourably situated. The only thing it lacked was 
paupers. What was the reason of this prosperity under difficulties ? The 
settlers of that island had been the cream of the cream • they had fled ' 
from persecution on the mainland, as the people on the mainlund fled from 
persecution in England. They were the most moral portion of tho popula­
tion, and hence their prosperity. New England, as a whole, is another 
instance of the same thing. A great proportion of the men who rise to dis­
tinction, as western men, northern men, or middle-state men, were origi- t 
nally from New England, where the moral influences he desiderated 
most abundant. He concurred with Dr. Dawson in thinking that we as a 
minority should so educate and conduct ourselves as to command the re­
spect of the majority ; though he could assure the audience that it was im­
possible for a majority to be more disposed to be just and considerate to 
the minority than the French Canadians were. He could say that the 
English were better treated in Quebec than the French in Ottawa. He 
agreed with Lord Aylmer, that increased and increasing attention should 
be paid to agriculture. There might be just as many farmers as the 
country could hold, but all other classes could only bo increased in propor­
tion as the agricultural class increased. In this view it was necessary 
that education should have a primary regard to fitting the people for far­
mers and the wives of farmers. Tho idea that a fool or a dunce could be 
a good farmer was fallacious, for there was no business that required more 
skill, foresight, and attention. He had tried to learn both law and farm­
ing, and he found that the latter was the far more difficult study of tho 
two. Everything, therefore, that training, skill, and education can do, 
should be done for farmers. He had no doubt the great object Suggested 
by Lord Aylmer would be carried out by the Government to tho extent of 
its means. An important element in agricultural education would bo 
normal schools, to give to those they educate as much of education as 
they can receive in connection with the branches actually necessary. Tho 
pupils issuing from these schools will then be fitted to promote agriculture 
and horticulture « ..crever they become teachers. But, besides all this, 
the people must put their own hearts into the work. Every farmer must 
cultivate his own mind, and give his sons an education to fit them to be 
intelligent and able cultivators. To this end, also, he should support tho 
schools and eolleges established for their improvement, and tell the legis­
lature rhat he wants further.

were

our

The Hon. Mr. Chauveau thanked Lord Aylmer for his pane 
cultural education,—a subject which had been occupying the Go

r on agri- 
overnment
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for.omet.me, but which, though it appeared easy in theory, was found 
difficult in practice. The whole country must be awakened to the impor­
tance of the subject, and he was therefore glad that public opinion was 
supporting the Government in its efforts to encourage agricultural education. 
These efforts had already established two agricultural schools,—those 
namely, of St. Ann’s and l’Assomption.

These efforts were not perhaps known to the English, for in Canada 
the two races reminded him of the staircase of the Chateau Chambord in 
France. Those staircases twisted round each other in such a manner that 
two persons might ascend each at the same time, and bo close together all 
the way, and yet neither see the other. It is the same with the French 
and English here. We are climbing wo know not where, and in close 
proximity, but we scarcely see each other. We know not evendhe 
of each other's litterateur* und «atm»». He had tried, by the Journal of 
Education, to make each people acquainted more and more with the other - 
and, if an assimilation of creed, and language, and social intercourse could 
not bo expected, a community of thought and effort for the public good 
might bo attained. We have made an immense stride in the way of be­
coming known to the world. And the question is asked by studious men on 
the other side of the water, How the two different races in the country are 
to fuse into one people ? Now, perhaps, our very position of one race being 
in a minority in the Confederation, and in a majority in this Province is 
the best to teach mutual forbearance, respect, and friendship.

It was resolved, on motion, that the hearty thanks of the As­
sociation be tendered to those gentlemen who had addressed the 
meetings through the day, and especially to the members of the 
Government, who had come to lend ua their counsel and encou­
ragement.

After motion for adjournment till 9 a.m. of next day, the Pre­
sident announced the'programme for the next morning’s session, 
stating also that the Central Executive Committee would 
at half-past eight a.m. The proceedings were then brought to 
a close by singing the Doxology.

names

meet

SECOND DAY.

MORNING SESSION.

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Friday 
morning, previous to the public gathering, and a programme of 
business arranged for the day.

The Association assembled at 9 a.m., with the President in 
the chair. Rev. Mr. Lee led in prayer. Reports from various 
committees appointed at the Convention of 1867 were called for.
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Dr. Dawson reported on bclmlf of the Committee appointed to 
confer with the Associations of other Provinces in the Dominon 
relativo to the formation of an Association for British North 
America. The Committee had not yet obtained sufficient infor­
mation to enable them to present a report such that this Asso­
ciation might act upon it, and they requested leave to continue 
in charge of the whole subject.

On motion of Principal Graham, seconded by E. Hurd, Esq., 
M. D., the committee was re-appointed, and consists of Professor 
Robins, Dr. Dawson, Inspector Hubbard, and Mr. Wilkie, of 
Quebec.

On behalf of the delegates to the Provincial Association of 
Teachers for Ontario, who were Prof. Robins, Inspector Hub. 
bard, and Mr. Wilkie, Mr. Hubbard reported that it had proved 
impossible that he should attend the Ontario Convention, and he 
had communicated this fact to the Secretary of that Association.

Mr. Wilkie reported that be bad intended to fulfil this duty, 
but circumstances had prevented him.

On motion it was resolved that Rev. Mr. Lee, of Stanstcad, 
and Mr. R. W. Laing, of Waterloo, be delegates to the next 
Ontario Convention.

The Secretary read the minutes of previous sessions of this 
Convention, and these were approved.

On motion it was then resolved that the next Annual Conven- • 
ti°n of this Association be held in the District of Bedford, the 
particular place to be chosen by the Local Association.

Balloting then took place for the elective officers of the Asso­
ciation for the ensuing year, and resulted as follows :

President—Hon. C. Dunkin, M. A., D. C. L., M. P. 
Secretary—Archibald Duff, jr., M. A.
Treasurer—James McGregor, M. A.
It was resolved that a Report of the Proceedings of this Con­

vention bo published, and that copies of the various papers read 
be requested from the writers, in order that such abstracts of 
them might be published as might be convenient.

The Secretary stated that the suggestions made by the late

I

4
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Hun. T. D Arcy McGee, touching Evening Schools, in a letter 
sent by him to the President of this Association at its Conven­
tion in Montreal in 18G7, had been discussed fully by the McGill 
Normal School Teachers’ Association in accordance with action 
taken on the letter at our Convention. The subject had been 
laid before the School Commissioners of Montreal.

Rev. Mr. Lee, of Stanstead, was then called to address the 
Convention.

The present ages so busy and makes strides so rapid in its progress that
minTm1 Ti,0'" be,e '‘ril6r *” train to fitness loMife. The
h thbe/arefUcult,':a,od> «'though there is hut little time for all

Î*? i„£dy, ? 8e,e.m8 ,™P?rat,ve- Thu frame of th« human body should be
explained to youth, and thus means taken to prevent disease as much as 
possible. Men should know how to live. Botnov is „ • ,
eating field of study, for its subjects form the carpet of the earth. Vhe 
knowledge of the mode of life of the many thousand kinds of living crea­
tures that people the globe is too important to bo neglected. The Surface 
and formation of the earth's crust claims the study of every one for ml 
reasons. Wo should instruct youth first about the part of fho earth which 
they can see at home for themselves, and then lead the mind 
continent, with its vast mountain ranges and table lands. Geography is
from thlfïÆTT* 7 hu"10’ am' lead$"K ‘he learner’s thoughtsfrom this to the idea of a town, a province, and other larger communities
m»t»Ü"P°Htanee "f ,,r0pf,r ,.nslruetlon *“ Language can hardly bo overesti­
mated. flow many misunderstandings are brought ah out by an improper 

of words. The history of our own land is too little studied. Real 
greatness does not lie in intellectual power alone. Teachers have great 
power placed in their hands in moulding minds. Discipline in schools 
must be kindly and yet firm. Let each teacher be faithful in his work 
remembering that the results are nut for time only.

over our own

use

After music by the choir. Dr. E. P. Hurd, of Danville, read 
an excellent paper on Physical Education. The following is 
summary :

a

P,hy?iCa,,e.dU!^.W:l.ldefincda9 ‘"Action discipline, and cultiva- 
nowers. It comprehends the nowlcdgo amf practice ofphy.TolÔS and

commenced the bettor’ forTconcernMhfj'rcwnt'andftltuie welfare,' thé 

intellectual and moral standing of the individual. It ought to bo taught 
in our educational institutions. The teacher should ho a practical physi­
ologist. Physical education is both theoretical and practical. y

The theoretical includes a knowledge of the muscular, digestive, cir­
culatory, respiratory, secretory, excretory, and nervous systems. The 
wonders of each of these wore briefly alluded to. It is on account of the 
intimate relation between the physical and mental systems that physical 
education is essential to intellectual and moral culture. Many students
whhemk»ni°'|lL v°m ,"attention i® their physical organs, in connection 
with mental work; neither can the moral faculties be well developed if

tion,

.
;

i
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thôre bo unbound condition of the body or brain. The speaker was nn- 

certbro-pkyiccal views of Combo’s « Con- 
, _ moral faculties in the criminal type of brain arerecfnbMloZ^T- Indolonce> 'uxury. etc., which arc antagonistic to cor- 

of thPe moral ,o„TZ’tsPrOVent d“° monife8t'‘tio“- growth, and exercise

stanc^in mV,1*»!!"18 th° Pir|inC.ipt! ll?ing- Mafiy men. from their circum­
stances in life, enjoy excellent physical training. A short history of the
physical culture of the Greeks and Romans was given. Their national 
games were described. They were a military people, and military dS
l‘ m|ewVhhîhtlCa Phy*,ctti.®ductttion- Gymnasia (yumao,, naked/origin- 
ated with the Greeks. The speaker traced the downfall of these nations 
to tho decline of the military and athletic spirit. Neglect of physical cdu 
cation will destroy any nation. He closed with a forcible app£/to parents 
tutors, and youth, to give earnest attention to the laws ofLalth P Gym ’ 
nasties for young men of colleges and academies, invigorating pastimes for 
common schools, calisthenics for young ladies. The uses of restPrccrc<itirm temnerance, and chastity, were urged* and the Tndulgelfe ofiobTco and 
The fle denounced. Cleanliness is of special importance ; hence buthim; 
the flesh-brush, &e„ are advised. But, after all, physiology can never 
become a panacea. To know, in all circumstances, a" the conditions
bentlenet0l |Uh’«rMî!d| '®ply omni8cience, and tho “ millennial man ” will 
be dependent on the helping care of his Omniscient King.

Dr. Dawson made a few remarks on the subjects brought up 
in the foregoing essays. It is difficult to teach Natural History 
in common schools, as specimens for illustration cannot always 
be easily procured. Physiology and Botany present no such 
difficulties, for every pupil is a specimen himself in Physiology, 
and every plant a Botanical subject. Teachers, however, should 
be qualified to give instruction on these subjects, and knowledge 
on the teacher’s part, coupled with good sound sense and practi­
cal energy, would help to remove many obstacles.

The President said the playground is the best gymnasium. 
There should be proper recesses in every school. A ramble in 
the woods is almost the best kind of exercise for the student. 
There he can forget books.

Dr. Miles then read two short papers on the Qualifications of 
Common School Teachers, and the Remuneration of Teachers. 
In the first of these he said :
M ,Th?roar®.sevcn tl“« ««any children attending common schools as 
higher institutions, and there are fifteen times as many common or ele­
mentary schools as there are other public schools, and elementary school­
teachers are three times as numerous as others. Tho Hon. Mr Sanhom 
had «Md that for the sake of security of property, as well as the production 
ot wealth, the common schools merited our particular attention, and fur­
ther that our people at large were mainly dependent upon these schools 
for acquiring the ability to appreciate their political and municipal privi­
leges, and intelligently to exercise and enjoy their rights in these matters. 
The practical inference is, that we should aim at perfection in our common

1
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school system. Efficient teachers, ho thought, were the great desideratum. 
Ho urged that there ought to be no distinction as to quality between the 
competency of teachers of common schools, and those of the higher places 
of education. The common school teacher ought to be as thoroughly qua­
lified for his work, m his scene of labor, as the instructor or professor in a 
grammar school or college for his office. There are no gradations admitted 
in law and medicine, and there ought to be none in school-teaching.

The second paper had reference to the social position and remunera- 
tion of the teacher. He spoke of the remuneration as being, in most cases, 
altogether inadequate. But society is the pay master, and upon the p- 
preciation of society must the teachers depend ultimately for affording 
adequate compensation, (lovcrnments and legislatures, apart from the 
sanction and support of public opinion, cannot bo expected, in this respect 
to do more than guide and give expression and force to the liberality of 
those whom they represent : it is society that is to blame for the poor re­
muneration of teachers. In order that this evil may be corrected, society 

. !<c® hcr educators coming up nearer to the actual requirements r.f the
.lay, and supplying a better article as the result of their labors. Hence 
teachers themselves can do much towards remedying the present state of 
things. They can and ought strenuously to exert themselves on all occa­
sions, in their work in school, and in their demeanor and example outside 
to impress upon all with whom they come in contact a high opinion of their 
calling. The speaker recommended such normal-school Instruction and 
their'wortf 18 a,,l0<l to tillable teachers to obtain a greater fitness for

The Convention then adjourned till afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Executive Committee held a meeting for arrangement 
of programme shortly before the Association meeting.

The Association 
led in prayer.

re assembled at two p.m. Rev. John Mackay

The Secretary, Archibald Duff, jr., road a short paper describing vi­
sits to the schools of several cities in the west. Hu had attended the clos­
ing oxoreisos of the schools in Detroit and Chicago, and visited the build­
ings of the University of Michigan. He had had great pleasure in 
witnessing the excellent systems in operation in these cities. The school 
buildings were largo, very comfortable well furnished with everything 
which seems necessary to make ch-ldron happy in school. Music is care­
fully taught to those who have a taste for it. The teachers seemed to be 
men and women well fitted for their work. All the classes are open to boys 
and girls alike. The buildings and grounds of the Normal School
!? ,are, Ve,ry Tbo 8”PP,y "f books, maps, Ac., kept by
the Superintendent.of Education for the purpose of supplying schools 
throughout the Province, is excellent. There is for sale in the book de­
partment, a complete digest of the school laws of the province, with legal 
decisions upon them. It would be well to have something of this kind for 
our teachers m Quebec province. The schools in Kingston were visited 
with very much pleasure.■nam
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Several gentlemen were called 

themselves on upon to speak, but excused
account of want of preparation.

".‘V" “•«“ *»i ,„=■

p "Cl

enco which may bliirht hurt, H l W,1 W0,1I ‘hat there is a baneful influ-
principlog and habits of the futurïmen and ÏLÎ""1*11m from which ‘ho 
of the utmost consequence that they send forth ™ 7°” d co,ne’ and “ is

till, like a snake warmed in the bosom it stun,, it d™nkln£ was attractive, 
had boon made to introduce temperance toaeh?n7 -fofto^,r- A great effort 
the measure that the Bible teaches * ,ato Sunday-schools in
that all should shun temptation andtidT' T°, show’ for instance"
blocks in others’ way; but Sunday schnol b#,Wa,re of Pu“ing stumbling-
day in each week, while common schools lasted^ a8tCd f°r °no hour »“»
or six days in the week. Ten oorlnl 7 for »e™ral hours for five 
incalculable importance, but one glas” a^ea",8 f ? thcrcflirp' was of 
influence against the temperance cause* Îîn th°Ufd 'r0W tho teacher’s 
to remember the influence' they wero exertilg. 0’entreatod ‘««chers

importance (.f*^nmf*tqj;;^ ^gaid ho was deeply impressed with tho

0688

« ..id h,... thi„ m„„lh
of Protestants wore represented here w'orkin J^in^0"" AI1 ,lono,»inations 
ment of a common object. ’ rk ”8 “ harmony for the advance-

In putting the motion tho President
remarked that everyone from a 

oom-o of tho 
by aiding this

This resolution adopted by rising.
Mr. Jordan moved that the thanks 

due, and

was

, . this Convention

Kï^5-E‘-a™F“'™-Mr. Doug,11 „d Th° roe’l“‘">" ™ b,

S’r“°"'”r ?•" "'"i’ i« h,.
“i&rr,s~:r’K-0
mg, and, though botany, cbcmis'try,&2couldnntT^ 8chool-teaeh- 
““d ™ «—

areare
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pleasant way upon objects which would interest pupils, awaken curiosity, 
and instil a taste for these sciences. Agriculture may be introduced in 
the same easy way, with much pleasure both to teacher and scholar. If 
this is done, as has been to a certain extent accomplished in schools alrea­
dy, the children will grow up with a taste for agriculture. The study of 
physiology in the French normal school had made many become physi­
cians, and the introduction of military drill had induced many to give 
themselves to that profession, some of whom, he regretted to say, had left 
the country, though he was bound to approve of their object. So the 
teaching of agriculture would make many farmers. It had been remarked 
that thos who left the profession of teaching succeeded in whatever line 
they undertook. He did not say this to induce any to leave the profession, 
but many did leave it after a number of years, and we could not expect it 
otherwise. They would prove our best cititens. Teaching is the best 
method of learning, and teachers, therefore, are thoroughly educated 
themselves and fit for other callings. Instead of lamenting that some 
leave the profession, we should rather be thankful that they have gi 
part of their lives to it—and depend on them ever after as firm friends of 
education,

ven

Hon. Mr. Sanborn, referring to what had been said about Chicago, 
said the Superintendent of Education in Chicago some years ago had in­

formed him that the Normal School in Canada West was superior to any­
thing in the States. Mr. Chauveau pleasantly adaed that we in Lower 
Canada were ahead of both.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin thought that the teacher's profession, like that of the 
clergymai or physician, should be invested with due respect, and that ir­
respective of the site of his school it amount of remuneration or sphere cf 
labor. It is therefore desirable to keep teachers in their profession ; 
yet those who only taught for a time accomplished great good. They ne­
ver could lose their love and respect for the position, or fail to do what 
they could to promote education. This Convention did much good by 
bringing together all classes of teachers to consult with each other.

Lord Aylmer said it was thought by many that agriculture could not 
be taught in common schools, but he differed from their < pinion. Gee 1< gy 
and chemistry are intimately connected with agriculture, and the elements 
of these might be taught in schools and applied to agriculture. Mechanics 
also apply to the shape of ploughs and other implements, and mechanics 
can be taught in schools, and so with other sciences. Public schools could 
therefore give agricultural education.

Rev. Mr. Lee, of Stanstcad, gave some information respecting a new 
kind of oats recently introduced. In 16fi4, but i ne < at of this kind was 
found in a package of pease from Norway. From that grain the produce 
was 4,700 grains ; some of the heads were eighteen inches long. Mr. Leo 
procured a bushel of this kind of oats, and distributed it widely. Some 
had produced ears 23 inches long, with 32ft seeds in one. Front seven and 
a half lbs. 125 bushels were harvested. This oat has been test ! in three 
different soils, and in every place it is found far superior to othej 
the last day of March, he sowed wheat which wa.. harvested earl, 
probably as good a crop as was ever raised in tlÿs county. H sought 
to use brain labour and brain power as well as physical power in agricul­
ture, and so should all farmers. In the long winter they could cultivate 
their minds and those ot their boys. More brain power would 
cular power, and produce a larger result. *

♦a. On 
nd was

save mus-

Dr. Dawson said that the relations of city and country teachers were 
of the most friendly kind. He was sorry that so few teachers from the 
city were present, but this was because many who would gladly 
absent for the holiday season. He had long laboured ft r the introduction 
of agriculture into schools. Education bearing on the arts and trades was

come were

C



the great want of Canada. The common school has no chance to teach 
pr*3tica agriculture, but only principles. The relation of the plant to the 
«oil, for instance, which is a matter of elementary knowledge, should be 

Schools should have means to buy books, &o., and school 
mittess should allow time and some premiums to those teachers who taught 
agriculture. The Normal School in Montreal is ready now to send forth 
teacher* oapable of teaching agricultural principles, by introducing which 
^ciat» it * 6groature * le»rne|l profession, and enable the people to appre-

.Wh-hi^akbSrd Wm ?e,1jghted t0 866 8Uoh » ’«rge meeting in the district 
T.ilpin. . |hü WM ?ffl3,eMy oonn93te(l. He thought that teachers, while 

d883m“i g«»ter appreciation, mist make their own posi­
tion by their own earnest, faithful efforts. He asked teachers of the dis­
trict to make known to him any troublesome delinquency they might ex- 

their salaries, and said he would gladly do all in

com-

ls power to assist them.

On motion to adjourn, the President said, in bringing the 
Convention to a close ■

You come, teachers, to get information ; you get it: and you go 
away to bring out the results in your schools. Try to bring beneficial, 
practical results out of the papers and addresses you have heard, and make 
this one of your means of improvement, but only one. Study every means 
within your reach, magnify your calling, and feel that it is honourable, 
usefu , and beneficial to all ; and, with this spirit, each of your schools 
will rise, and, consequently, general education will rise to a higher level, 
and the influence will be reflex on yourselves. He was delighted to add 
that there had not been a harsh word spoken at the Convention, although 
different opinions were expressed freely and ably."

He then announced to Hon. Mr. Dunkin that he had been 
elected President of the Association for the ensuing year.

Hon. Mr. Dunkin, in accepting the position, said, that he ac­
cepted it as an honour done to an old teacher. He would be 
very glad to meet all now present at the Convention in the Dis­
trict of Bedford next year.

The Association then adjourned.

I

v

;

26
er

n



18
69

.
Ju

ly
 1 —

To
 B

al
an

ce
11

5.
51

V
?

vv
$5

4.
79

$5
4.

79

-

—
 “ 

Se
cr

et
ar

y (
Po

sta
ge

, &
c.

) 
Ju

ly
 1.—

 “ 
Ba

la
nc

e-
,

15
.5

1
Ju

ne
1.

18

18
68

.
$1

4.
04

 Apri
l 2

3.
—

By
 J.

 D
ou

ga
ll &

 S
on

...
...

...
A

ug
 — “ Se

cr
et

ar
y (P

os
ta

ge
)..

..
—

 “ 
J.S

. W
al

to
n (

Pr
in

tin
g)

 
O

ct
. 29

.—
 “ 

J. 
C.

 B
ec

ke
t (

Re
po

rts
). 

18
69

.

f »«■.H
.. 4.2

5 t* 
.. 3

1.
00

18
68

.
Ju

ly
 1.—

To
 B

al
an

ce
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

.
O

ct
 14

.—
 “ C

as
h p

er
 Sec

re
ta

ry
, Ric

hm
on

d 
Su

bs
cr

ip
tio

ns
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

40
.7

5
U

*
85

i
...

$2
.0

0

D
r.

Cr
.

TR
EA

SU
RE

R’
S S

TA
TE

M
EN

T.

Ja
m

es
 M

cG
re

go
r i

n A
cc

ou
nt

 wi
th

 th
e P

ro
vi

nc
ia

l A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 P

ro
te

sta
nt

 Te
ac

he
rs

.

V



r

\

i

The next Annual Convention 
Waterloo, Quebec,
25th and 26th of August.

Lvery Teacher should endeavour

will be held at
on Wednesday and Thursday,

i
to attend.
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