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THE SECOND VOLUME CONTAINS

(PART II)

The commercial Transactions of the British Kingdoms and other

Countries, from the Discovery of America in the year 1492 to the

Union of England and Scotland in 1707, originally written by the late

Mr. Anderson, and now re-edited with the Retrenchment of Super-

fluous Matter, with Additions, and with Amendments.
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ANNALS
OF

COMMERCE.

'A. D. 1492.

It is not our intention to tranfcribe all the relations, which have been
fo often publifhed in every part of Europe on the fubjea of the difco-
very of America, nor to enter minutely into the motives which induced
the Genoefe navigator, Chriftopher Colon (commonly called Columbus)
to attempt fo great an enterprife.. The opinion of moft authors is, that
he founded his fcheme upon his knowlege of the ftrudure of the globe
in which he certainly furpafled the navigators of his age. But others!
with greater probability, tell us, that he was affifted by the difcoveries
adtually made by preceding navigators, and particularly by thofe of Mar-
tin Behem of Nurenberg. It is afferted, that the whale-fifliers of Bifcav
had difcovertd the cod banks near Newfoundland about a century be-
fore the age of Columbus, of which he was informed. Canes canoes
and dead bodies, refembling none of the people of Europe, were found
floating in the fea, and were fometimes driven on the fhores of the
Azores (or Weftern iflands) by ftrong wefterly winds. It is laid that
Columbus met with a failor, who informed him. that having been'driv-
en by ? ftorm about 450 leagues to the weftward of Cape St. Vincent
he had found a piece of timber floating on the water, curioully u roueht*
but apparently without the ufe of any tool made of iron ; a id that a
1 ortuguefe vefTel had adually been driven on the coaft of fome lart of
America m the year 1484. the pilot of which afterwards IcxK^ed and died
in the houfc of Columbus, who then lived in the Azores ; and that from
th« man's converfation, and his charts and journals, C(,lumbas fo;md
lufficient aflurancc of the cxiftence of a weftern land. At any rate he

Vol,. II. js^
•'

'
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• A. D. 1492.

was certain, that by perfevering in a weftem courfe he fliould arrive
at the eaftern coaft of Afia, if he did not fall in with any intervening
land *.

His greateft difficulty Was, to find the meant to make the attempt,
he himfelf being a poor and obfcure perfon. He firft propofed to un-
dertake the difcovery in the fervice of his native city of Genoa ; but the
fenate treated it with ridicule. He next addrefled himfelf fo J ihn II,

king of Portugal, who, it is faid, kept him unfairly in fufpenfe. till a
Ihip, he had fecretly fent to attempt the difcovery, returned unfuccefs-
ful, and then rejeded hit propofal. He next applied to the court of
Spain, where he folicited for eight years, during which time he fent his
brother Bartholomew on the fame errand to the court of England. Af-
ter many ignorant objections to his propofal by the Spanilh courtiers, he
at length obtained three Ihips, with ninety men. In Auguft 1492, he
failed from Palos in Andalufia, and in thirty-three days landed in one
of the Lucay or Bahama Ifles, which he named St. Salvador (at prefent
known by the name of Cat-Ifland), having failed 950 leagues diredly
weftward from the Canaries. He failed th<?nce to the weftward, and at
laft difcovered the great ifland of Cuba ; but he no where found the
riches he hoped for, there being neither gold, manufactures, nor pro-
duct found among the fimple and innocent natives ; who had no poul-
try, oxen, ftieep, goats, fwine, horfes, aflcs, camels, elephants, cats, nor
dogs, excepting a dumb unbarking creature, refemblmg our dogs. Nei-
ther had they any lemons, oranges, pomegranates, quinces, figs, olives,

melons, vines, nor fugar-canes ; neither apples, pears, plumbs, cherries^
currants, goofeberries, rice, nor any other corn but maize, on which,
and on caflada and other wild rcats, and on tifti, they ufually fed, and
occafionaliy on worms and other vermin bred in rotten trees ; neither
knew they the comforts of fire-light, either by oil, wax, or tallow-can-
dles; nor had they any iron inftruments. Yet (fuch are the almoft mar-
vellous effeds of commerce and navigation, joined to a tropical climate)
thofe very ifles are. in our days, plentifully ftocked with all luch conve-
niencies, (the vine only excepted, which does not ufually thrive fo near
the equator), which are long iince naturalized to their climate. It is

true, that on ihe middle continent of America (which was not difcover-
ed till the former part of the next century), the Spaniards found the na-
tives of Mexico and Peru much more civilized than in any other part of
h\ lerica, whether iflands or continent ; they had better houfcs and tem-
ples ; they made a fort of cotton cloth ; thv,y had wooden fwords and
fpe:irs, hardened by fire, and pointed with tiint •, and although th*y
had no iron, yet in Peru they had copper tools, inftruments, and veflels.

• To find the way to the Katl InJiei was un- pofition of the eafttrn parts of Afia in the inapiof
ilimlitcdly tlie object of Columbus; and he was en- rtoltmy, who has extcndtd them eaftward to a pro.
< our'aged 'o e^spcft the accompUfliment of it by the diijious diftanee beyond thrir tfur fltuation. jV.



A. D. 1493. J
Herrera, the great Spanifhhiftomn ofAmerica, exprefsly affirms, * '"jat
* neither »n the continent, nor iflei of the Weft-Indies (the iJrae the
* Spaniards ufually give to all America), were there ei»lier filk wine
* fugar, ohvcs, wheat, barley, or pulfe ; all which, and many othc^

things, have been tranfplanted thither from Spain.' Their own
original produdionj were only tobacco, indigo, cochineal, cotton gin-
ger, cocoa, pimento, fundry ufeftil drugs and woods for dying fur-
niture phyfic. and (hip and houfe-building. Our Britilh colonifts have
finct found plenty of ironftone, as alfo copper and lead mines. And it
IS trom thofe two countries ofSpain and Portugal, that Europe has been
lupphed with that immenfe quantity of treafure, which has fo much en-
riched and improved it. From Peru and Mexico, as alfo from fome
Weft-India ifles, Europe has been fupplied with great quantities of ex-
cellent materials for dying, (and above all, with that incomparable one
ot cochineal, hitherto peculiar only to Mexico), drugs, gums, colours
and minerals tor painters, preferred fruits of their own growth gineer
Jamaica pepper (called pimento), tobacco, furs, fkins. and many excel-
^nt timbers

; all which were originally in thofe countries, but which
have, by the cultivation of the Europeans, been fince improved in qual-
ity, and much increafed in quantity: So that, upon the whole, it may
b?iaid, that even abftrading '-om the gold and filver of America,
there has really been a greater acceffion of rich and ufeful materials forcommerce Introduced into it by the Europeans (their great improve-
i^nts ot American produdions jointly confidered) than all America
attorded, before It was known to Europe; all which, through the benigmty of the climate, and the fertility of the virgin foil of America,
have long fmce repaid, and do ftill continue to fnpply Europe with im-menle ufury. This, it is true, was alfo moftly the cafe with refpeS tomany of the colonie^ fettled in ancient times by the Arabians, Egyp-
tians, Phoenicians, Greeks, and Romans, though perhaps not in fo Sni-nent a degree as m the modem cafe of the plantation of America
Columbus m his way homeward, called at the great and fine iflandof Efpanoia (or Hilpaniola). where he bartei^d bits of glafs, fmall hawks

bells and fuch other tnfles, with the natives, for plate, of virgin gddwhich they wore as ornaments, beaten into Ihape with a ftone Zxd madewithout melting or refining the ore, of which they were otdl? iror!ant Here he loft L. beft fliip; and, leaving foity-mne of his me f^awooden fort, he returned to Spain, full of glory, having been nTlon^r

That America could not have been much longec hid from the Eurooeans feems at leaft probable, by reafon that the ufe of "L mtnetkneedle in navigation was general, if not univerfah more efpecialW afterthe Portuguefe went fo far fouthward in their difcoveries on the weft
A 2
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4i A. D, 149a.

» *^^ °K ^^i""' T^'*"!"'
'^'"8 ^° ^'^^ '° ^'•^fi'» any ftrong eafterKr wind

v^r r coT ^ir^^-^^r °" '''^' -/«' - ^" -^"=^"y the cafe in ISeyear 1500. There is alfo one part of our old continent which lies yetnearer to Amencu than the moft wefterly part of Africa does to BraS^z. he north part of Norway-Lapland, oppofite to New-Greenland

r ?v,
°j.]^«'<''"^'>no«^ and peopled from Norway many centuries r Horto the difcovery m queft.on, is yet nearer to another part of America.Ihus have we endeavoured, as briefly as confifted with perfpicui'y,

60 exhibit the ongmal grounds and adual accomplillimcnt of the difco!very ot America by Columbus.
i493-.--Loaded with honours, titles, and applaufe, that now ereat man

Sn? 'h ^^\^^"r"^?
y«ar on his fecond voyage to Hifpariola! wScommued to be the principal colony of Spain in America, unti Cortesconquered the kingdom 0/ Mexico in the yc.r , <; . 9. ThitherCouXsnow carried fifteen hundred men in feventeen ihipf, with provTfion^nd

CTr"" '"]
^^""^-f' Z^

«»'" feeds of various kinds! hor£, cows,hogs,&c. implements of hulbandry, and tools for working filver and

Sn^ ""T ',
^^'^"^^•'^^^ fo"^. bartc", and many other necelfarv things.And as his forty-nine men, with their fort, were deftroyed, iie «ow builtfeveralrxew forts, and founded the prelent capitalcity of t^^t Ikndwhich he named St. Domingo; but the numbers he brought wi.h h"mnow excited a jealoufy m the minds of the Indian caciques or princeTwhich engaged him m a bloody war with the numerous natrves, a thirdpart of whoai were, it feems, ddlroyed by the Spaniards in three orfour years. By a tax of gold-duft, to be gathered by the natives out oftheir rivers and brooks, he amafTed a good deal of treafure, which hefent home to his Catholic Majefty ; and he returned hon.e in ,496, toaniwer the accufations railed againft him by the Spanifl, fcttiers at Hif-panio.a; which ifland, however, had not .hitherto made Spain gaineisupon the whole, by reafon of the very expeitiive embarkations to it and

t n'nTT^'^'V^f"^?"f'
^^•.- P<^He Alexander VI, upon applica-

t on from Kin^ terdmand the CathoHc, granred him ;he fovereitTnty ot
this new vvord; and to prevent difputes between Spain and Portugal,he particularly confirmed to the Spau.lh crown all the countries whichthey already had, or which they ahcrward fliould dilcover, weltward of
u Ime drawn from pole to pole, at liie diftance of n„c hundred leu-ues
weft of the Azores and Cape Verd i<les ; but the king of Portugal, "ob-
ject.ng to that diyifion, ic was this fame .year agreed between the two
crowns, that the line of dnifion fhoiild (according to lierrera &c ) beremoved 270 leaguesJa.tlier weft; and that all tbat ftiould be'diicover-
ed ea^ of it fliould belong to Portugal, and all weft of it to Spain : thofetwo nations thus modeftly claiming an.exciufive right to both the In- .

dies, and thereby eftcdtually barring the reft of Chrifteudom from aU



future hopet ofmaking any new difcoveries, eaft, weft, fouth, or north.
in the whole habitable world !

In the fecond voyage Columbud vifited the confiderable ifle of S;
John de Porto Rico, where there was plenty of timber, but no EuropI
eaii j?rain ; their bread being chiefly caiTada root. There wrre faid
to have been wild grapes, but they never made wine of them ; they had
»lfo pimento and cotton. The Spaniards are laid to have deftioyed n^oft
°*

1 ^J''*''*'"'
""^^^ ^^"^ "**'^ ^''"'^ ^"^^ *° that fine iflc» of laic much

neffleded by Spam, although its fuuation be extremely happy, between
Hilpaniola on the weft, the Virgin and Caribbee illes on the eiift, und
Terra tirma fouthward

; and its profhuaicns natural and naturalised,
laid to be equal to any of thoother ifles, were they equally cultivated,jFrom this year 1493, when they firft began to bring home any confi-
cterable quantity of treafure from America to Spain, to the year 1724
UftariE, an eminent modem Spanifh author, alrert^ that the gold and
Iriver brought home amounted to five thoufand millions of dollars or
pieces of eight, being above tvcntj-one and an half millions yearly on
a mcdmrn, eqml to upwaros of five millions Sterling yearly • Yet us al"
»>.is treafure neceflkriiy r- •• out every year to other European nations
*or their manuftdut .. j produd, v ith which Spain and its Indies are
lupplied m imm^uic quantities, fome have been of opinion, that it badbeen happjer for Spain if ftie had never pbmted in America, without
Ihc had at the lame tune cuhivated manufadures of all kinds, wliere-bylhe might have not only kept much of her American treafure wkh-
in herlclf tor the fuppt,vt of her manufaaurcs, but alfo thofe manu-
fedures would, by a neceffary in<:reafe of i,eople. have contributed tomake up the lofs of the njitivc i^apiards tranfpianced in great numbers
to America, v u1: w; .i.t^ii^l 1? s- t lin.^'

Authors cotwpute, that foon after the planting of Mexico and Peru
the quantity ot money in Europ; was doubled, in refped to .-hat itwas befr re ;,wherefore the rates or prices of all things were alfo doubled :which proporiionably decrealed the ^profits of Spain by her Ameri-can colonies. Baron Momefquieu is of opinion, that in about littlemore than 2co years, the Ipecie or money of Europe has been doubledhve t.mcs

;
auJ luut it is now. to what.it was before the Indian treafurecame amonglt us us 32 .s to r. Yet this computation will probably feemmuch exag'^erated to inauy. who know that a very great part of the

fi v^annfully brought from America has been every year ^ranfroreS

the. do the advanced pnces of provifions, &c. at this time bear arvnear proportum to that author's fuppofitior. Before this gra^d diicoZe V. the courts of pnnces m Europe had nor the luftre of nTodern ti^^es

^ much Imaller charge than could : don. in ou. uavs. But when
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• A« D. 1495.

S^in poured inw Europe thofe AMerican treafunis. Eurotw foon t.«ton a new face
;
for Spain, having Httle pboAi€t. a«d ler/^mSS^

woe to Jv £. .^
""^ '^^ ^°'*= mduftrious nations of Eu^

m the manufaduring and trading countries of Europe
The archduke Philip, fovcreign of the Netherlands, having madepeace with France, feemed lefs regardful to keep due meafuL^fhHenry VII kmg of England, with refpcd to the encouragemenT^^enby the duchels dowager to the pretender called Perkia Wa^b^ ^s

to b^ilh the Flemings out of England ; whereupon the archduke h»nifhed the Englifh out of Flanders, xdnch carrieTall theTngWh trade"diredly to Calais
;
but this could not hold long, the tra^^bdn'ofequal conveniency to both parties.

^
GeJmi S^^^.T^'°?

°*^ ' f"'^
commerce with the Netherlands gave the

Sfr^rhJ "^^^1^«"« a very great advantage by their import-

aS/7ZiVT "^"u '°'^"!- ^'^' ^"^"^"'^^ °^ flemifh mcrchan-

Fn^nS^ ! '^' f '^"^ confiderable detriment of ^he company of

from the Netherlands
;
whereupon the London journeymen, appTa.-nces, and mob. attacked and rifled their warehoifes in the SteS

;but thofe rioters were foon fupprelfed, and duly puniflied.
1 hefanner of making prefents to ambaffadors in thofe times wasditterent from the modem more elegant one, though probaaly more ex-penfive^ We find the ambalTadors of DenmarkT at their audience ofleave of king Henry VII. were ordered the following prefents v^Tothe chancellor of Denmark L.ico; to the dodor Morto^he dun-

cellor's brother L.20
; to the herald L. 1 o._[fW.r«, K vii, *. 5x6The fame year the alliance between England and Spain was renewed-

nr^n.l ?;i"!^g^-<^^""-«V^. "^'-^^e three years before, between Arthur'

crZ.f.
"'

'"t'^'
infimta Catherine (with her portion of 200,000crcwns), was now alfo confirmed. [Fcedera, K xii, /> 5 1 7 1

'^u ?r^ f '!'''
i)^^'''^

parliament, this fame year, direds that Ihinsand buires for the fifhery be built in all fea-ports. fo as none of thim beunder 20 tons burden
; and that they be provided with nets, &c. Andto^the magirtraies of thofe towr.. compel all idle perfons to ferve in

1494—The Hanfeatic hiflorian Werdcnhagen [K ii, fiarf 4. A ,olacquaints us, that the powerful dukes ofBrunfwick andLunenburg havrnjwith a great force inverted the city of BruniWick. the Hanleatic leaguf

i'l



.^* D. 1494. f
fo eSeiftually fopported that famous member of th^ir confederacy, that
they effeiSed an amicable compofition between both parties.

In this fame year (according to Sir James Ware's Mmls of Ireland^
p. 29.) the Iriih ftatutcR wer^ fir^ written ip Englifh ; whereas the laws
of former parliaments weirq5ift;til;i€ old Frj^m;^ tongue, and digefted into
rolls. . ,

•

The Scottifli parliament now m^e a law, obliging all workmen and
tradefmen to fubmit to the regulations of the civil magiftrates, with re-
gard to the pi-ices of things fold by theni. more efpccially of eatables
and drinkable^. AttOther Scotti/li law of this year obliged all freehold-
ers to put their eldeft fons to Q:hopl§ to learn Latin, and afterwards for
three years to ftudy philofophy ai)d law.

Toward the clofe of this century, the excellent fcience of algebraical
arithn>etic began to be known in Europe j a fcience which has proved
extremely uieful in many parts of the naathematics, and it> all calcula-
tions for intereft, annuities for lives and terms, reverfions, difcounts,
&.C. The earliefl printed author on it was Lucas de Burgo, an Italian
friar, whofe work was printed at Venice this year. It is faid an Arab-
ian, named Geber, was the inventor of this noble art, about the year
950 ; though fome think that the Perfians, Indians, and Chinefe, had it
much earlier ; while others again afcribe its invention to the Greeks, as
far back as Plato's time.

King Henry VII, for the accommodiuion of fuch of his fubjeds as
fliould trade to Italy with their ftiips and n^rchandize, appointed Bene-
did and Laurence Bomuci, jointly and feparately, to be confuls and
prefidents of the Englifh merchants at Pifa, and the places adjacent in
Italy, upon the fame terms or allowance with former confuls, viz. one-
iourth part of a ducac upon every 1 00 ducats. \Fcedera, V. xii, p. 553.]
U95-—Upon the death of Don Juan, the heir of the crown of Caf-

tile, the people of all ranks clothed themfelves in white ferge ; which,
(fays Herrera) was the laft time that white mourning was ufed in Spain!
Emanuel king of Portugal, about this time ordered all the Jews- and

Moors to leave his kingdomby a prefixed time,or elfe to be perpetual flaves.
The Moors immediately withdrew into Africa ; but from the Jews he'
took all their children under fifteen years old, and baptized them ; and
the old ones were fo peri>eiually harralled, perfecuted, and defignediy
obftrucled in their journey out of that country, that, to avoid the per-
petual llavery intended, they outwardly conlented to be biiptized, but
inwardly retained their old religion, and therewith doubtlefs an i.recon-
cileable hatred to their perfecutors. [Pufendo,fs Introduaion to the Hif-
tory of Europe.] ''

This year was aufpicious to tlie Britifli empire by a treaty being con-
cluded for a marriage between James IV king of Scotland, and the lady
Margaret, daughter of Henry VII king of England, which laid the
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fou-ndatfon of an happy union of the tw6 kingdoms
; yet the dowenr

i496.--.After many mutual complamts and differences and a lon^ fnf

^hth7^avTr^^t'!J^^4'^^'"'^? *^^ NeTKndl^^^g
ftrn^^.^^

Lord St. Albans), the merchants-adventurers beine aftrong company at that time, and well underfet with rich men held outbravely, taking off the commodities of the kingdom' though' they lavdead upon thetr hands for want of vent, a new and folemn trealv ofFace, commerce and alliance, was concluded betw enTnrHenryV I and the archduke PhiKp, fovereign of the Netherlands! whSffor Its excellency and importance, was dignified by the NetherllnSwuh the name of i„,,rcur/us fnagnus, both becaufe i^ is morcomptethan preceding ones, and alfo to dignify it fVom the treaty that Xw-

of merchandize, whether wool, leather, viduals. arms. K.rfes jewelsor any other wares, either by land or water, from Calai^. Englannnd
k^fa^d Mec^rtnT;'^^^^^^^^

^'^"'^^"' «-nault. HoTndTi'a^jand, and Mechlin and from thefe provinces to Calais. England andIreland; and that both parties may freely refort to and unload it aUthe cuftomary ports, and reload, and thence freely depart
11; Merchams mariners. &c. n^ay. on both fides. c,rry weapons ofIt ,fZ^'^'"

?^'P'/"d l^"ng them on (hore to th^ir lodgings Xre
nn The fifhers on both fides may freely fifh on the feas withoutany {'afe condud afked

; and when driven into each o'hersV" bytempeft or other neceflity. they (ha'l be fafe there, and haveSber^ty to depart at pl.afure. paying the cuflomAry due;.
IV) Pirates, and fhips of the enemies of either party, fimll not bepermitted to rob. or otherwife injure the fubjeds of e th r p^rtv intheir relpedive havens and countries ; nor to land nor fell there tie

g ^ods or flnps taken from either party.
"'^

V) And to the end that captures of fhips, perfons. and goods mavhereafter ceafe between both parries, it is agreed tha ?Wkv mdouble the value of fhip and goods, be given^Tft^ipmaf^^rs fettC

z^:^:!^^:^^-^^--^ -^pWor robb::;"oi

part again freely
; but they fliall „ot open nor unload ttirLTch^
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ize, without a vifible neceffity, and without the prefence and confent
or the cuftom-houfe officers.

VII) The merchants, mariners, &c. of both parties fhall not import

"'^rTTtt °J.^''
Pa^y's country the goods of an enemy to that party.

VIII) If xt fhall happen, that a fhip of either of the contradting partiesbe wrecked on the fhores of the other party, though there fhall not befound therein ahVfe either man, woman, cat, dog, or cock * yet thegoods m the faid fhip fhall be preferved, and laid up for a year and aday, by the proper officers of the place ; within which time the properowners may come and make out their claim, and receive the goods
P^'^S the requifite expenfes for recovering and keeping the fame. '

IX) The merchants of both parties fhall have proper houfes Tor them-
felves and their merchandize, in the feveral tiwns and cities of theother party with the fame privileges and immunities as have beencuflomary before the laft fifty years; and fhall, in all refpeds be a^kind y treated as any other foreign nation refiding there. ^

rroK
^ 7 T^^'I'^n'"

^'?^' country, appointed for fearching for con-traband goods, fhall perform it civilly, without fpoiling themfor break-ing the chefls. barrels packs, or facks, «nder%ain%f one month'smipnfonment And when the fearchers fhall have opened them,^hey
ftall affift in the fliuttmg and mending of them, &c^ Nor fhal hey

cSins °""'" '° ^'" '' ^^^^°'^ °^ ^^^ fame'aguinft their o4 in-

Xri) Upon any damage or violence done to the fubicds of eJrhpr «fthe contrading parties, the damaged party fhall LtimaedfateW takeou letters of marque or reprifals. nor arrefl either the perfon or^ 'odsof the accufed party
; but fhall firfl warn and fummon him befof hi

' XimA^M ::•
"'"/^^"^ ^"^'" ^° S^^^ -^-^« ^« the inrured p"rtyXIII) AH letters of marque and repriHtls fhall be called in JdiZu

be injured in their perfons nor goods.
^ '' "^^'"^^^

Vol. II.'^'"'
" '" *"''"'''"""' °^ "« ^°"»*'- ^'"I'.l.w in favour of -he f.ffcc,.

B
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.1, II x?"u^^'^ ^'^1 freely bring bullion of gold and of filv^rthrough the Netherlands from other countries, in Ler to carrv thrfame mto England provided they bring certificaterfrom the pTop r

n.^^t!^^^;:'' ^"^^^"^'^^-- -<^ --ved weights

XVII} For confervutors of this peace and intercourfe of commercethere were appomted by king Henry VII. on the part ofTnXndfundry lords there.n named, and likewife the mayors^and a dermen ofLondon. York. Br.ftol, Winchefcer, Canterbury, Rochefter Whrnnpton Sandwich CZandwic). Dover. Lynn. Dartmouth Plymouth"Hull ^\'mchelfea. Bofton. Yarmouth, and Berwick ; who aKoundthemfelves to the archduke Philip, under the obligation of all thetgoods prefent and future, to endeavour to the utmoft of their powerhat heir fovereign kmg Henry VII fhould faithfully keep it invFoirble

bound r^''"?i
^!"^

,Z'^'^
V^^'- of the archduke there were iTkewif'

Bruges W n" t^l' Z^""'"'''' '!?^
^"'" '^'' burgomaitersofGa^

.Jiruges Ypres, Dunkirk. Newport, Antwerp. Bergen-op-zoom DoortDcUt Leyden Amfterdam. Middelburg. Zirikzee Terveer MerhHn'and^Bnel. to fee the faid peace and intefcourfe of commeTc;^ Su'y
Signed at London. 24th Feb. 1495-6; ratified April 1476Whereupon (fays Lord St. Albans, in his 6i/iory of kin. Henry Vmhe Enghfli merchants returned to their man^n"^ a/ Anfwem wherethey were received with proceffion and joy.

"^werp, wnere

The reader, who knows the hiftories of thofe times, will we appre-hend, plainly perceive the reafons for the NetherlaAder ftTlin/^histreaty the,«/.m.r>;..^.«.; as it is. indeed, a very diftind and ?mpleone for the prevention of all depredations and wrongs on eid^er fid^twell as for a free and undifturbed fifhery and commerce
'

We need not here remark, that the ancient way of cautionary con-fcrvator.. both of nobility and cities, for the keeping ofS treades

v,lt"&. V"v
'^'^' ^'^"''" P""^^^ '-^"^^ ftates. as^not anfwer ng anyvaluable end

: Yet m treatmg with the Hanfe towns, and other popiSgovernments, fuch confervators might have poffibly added (bme forceto their treat.es. For this very treaty is declared to be made not o^ybe ween ihe fovereigns of both countries, but alfo between the v\ffl^ernes, and iubjed.
;
and that thofe alone who fhould do any in u y f^Sbe pumfhed and none others

;
the peace, neverrhelefs. rema Lng nfull force. And tim tre..ty was not only figned by the plenipotentitne"of both princes, hut was hkewife figned and fealed by the burgomafteof the cities of the Netherlands above mentioned ; all which is therebydeclared to be for the greater fccurity of amity and commerce

^
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We now come fo the firft attempt by England for the difcovery ofunknown countries Kmg Henry VII. perceiving his error in negled-
ing the propofal of Columbus, thought to retrieve it by his grant on
the 5th of March 1495-6, to John Cabot (or Gabota). a citizen of Ve-
nice then fettled at Bnftol, and ^o his fons. Lewis. Sebaftian, andSanches. authonfing them to navigate all the parts, countries, and bav<.of the eaftern, weftern, and northern feas, under the Englifh flae with
five fhips. and as many men as they fhall judge proper, at their' own
fole cofts and cnarges. to difcover the countries of gentiles or infidels
in whatever part of the world they may be fituated. which have hitherl
to been unknown to all chriftians*; with power to them, or any ofthem, to fet up our banners in any town, caftle, ifiand, or continentof the countries fo to be difcovered by them : And fuch of the Aidtowns, caftles, or iflands^ fo found out and fubdued by them to occupyand poflefs, as our yafil^ls, governors, lieutenants, and deputies thecomimon title and jurifdidion thereof, and of the terrafilma o 'con-tment fo found out remaining to us ; provided (fays this wary king)that out ofall the profits, emoluments, advantages gains and p^roduSarifing from this navigation or expedition, the l5id Cabot and fo^is ftaUe Obhged to pay us for each voyage they fliall fo make, on their le-u.n o our port ot Bnftol (to which port they are hereby abfolutelybound to fteer), after all needful cofts and charges are deduced onJfifth part ofthe whole capital gain, either in merchandize or in mo-
''^,^J^^^'''^'^^^?'\'^'^^\'^^^^<^^^^\\c^^^^^^ on the goods they

'

fiuU fo import.-The lands they ftiall fo difcover and fubduf fliall no^be frequented nor v.fited by any others of our fubjeds, withourtbe hcence of Cabot and his fons. mid.r forfeitur.,, &c' ]J.d^Ti^. A
Here was a fufficient charter to the Cabots for taking poflblTlon ofall the continent of North America, had they had refSon and m^ans

Lr"hTdtiustSfr"^'"^^'^'^"T"^ y^^'^ difcovered fora!tner, had this king had fpirit and gcnerofity enough to fupport fuch 1

nave oeen tlie hrlt diicoverers, but would have hid the ftirh nf all ^.1

!h rVl^^'f^Vi" l^,f P^f
^^^^ °^ ^^- Ameri^a^'Lnd :nt'"t^

Tnn
('?>%^7^.^;- Albans) with one Briftol ftiip, and three from

Lr" Zle^fT^^''^ -ff ^^"^ ^'g'" ^^•^^^^^^' '--^ --^^ as r as thenorth fide of Terra di Labrador, in 67 \ degrees of latitude

B2
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Cuba; and fo returned back to England; where, kin^ Henry VII be -mg ehgagcd m a war wuh Scotland, there was no inclination to anyfarther d;fcovenes of the new world ; fo that Sebaftian. the moft adTveand ingenious of the Cabots. entered into the fervice of Spain and w^smftrumental m farther American difcoveries. Hakluyt {in the de^i

TZel 'a
'' ;fr l^

""'' ^°^^^^^ ^° Si^ Robert'cldl, tcretatof ftate to Queen Elizabeth. 1599), afferts, with juftice, that not onlythe principal Spanifh writers, as Peter Martyr ab Angler a. Franc sLo^pes de Gomora, and the moft learned Venetian, John Baptifta Ramu
fio, as a fo the French geographer Pouliniere. Sc'cAll acSfege rh
T/"fTX^"' i'^'J'^^' ''^^^ ofhnd. from 67 degrees northwa dto the latitude of Florida, was firft difcovered by England as above

co^er^of Ro 5' 'b^"' °l ''t'''^'-'
^'- """^'^ ^P-kinfo? the firft dl Icovery of Horida. about the beginning of the next century, which theSpaniards abfolurely claim to themfelvcs, has this expreffion. viz • But

tTme '\Za- 'T?' ^''\r'^^'^ ^^^y ^^^y affirm, long before thistime. Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian navigator, not un/killed in aftro-nomy, under the authority of Henry VII, king of England, and Tnemulation of Columbus (whofe fame at that time was fpread abroad)did.in the year 1496. firft of any ar.ive in this proviAce.' Herrera

TWl "^.^^^^T'^lhiftory of America, fays of^Cabot's expedi on
' rW IH

""^
r

^"' ^' ^^ ^'^'''' °f "««^^ ^^^""de. and^ findingthe cold very intenfe. even in July, he durft not proceed any farther?but that he gave a better account of all thofe part's than any other haddone. How weak then are the pretenfions of France to the prior dif-covery of North America, alleging that John Verazzani, a Florentineemployed by their king Francis I, was the firft difcoverer of thofecoafts, leeing that king did not come to the crown till above nineteenyears after Cabot's difcovery of the whole coaft of North America be^tween 68 degrees north and the fouth end of Florida ? So that frombeyond Iludlon's bay, into which bay alfo Cabot then failed, and ga^Engifli names to lundry places therein), fouthward to Florida diewhole extent of North America, on the eaftern coaft, does, by a' 1 theright that prior difcovery can give, belong to the crown of Gr^eat Bri!am
;
excepting however, what our monarchs have, by fubfequent trea-ties with other European powers, given up or ceded. Thele^ authenticauthors are a cloud of evidences, greater than which cannot perhaps bematched la hiftory

; and even Columbus hin.lelf faw not the^ontSentof A.nenca till the year 1497 : Yet. as lundry new interefts, claims aTdencroachments have been made fince the times in which they floiTr ftedhe nations to which they belonged would not probably be forry thaitheir teftimonies were buried in eternal oblivion. The main end of the

ntar tho.e times, to have been to dilcover a north-weft paiTage to the
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Indies or fpice-iflands, or China, then called Cathaya, whither fome tra-
vellers had gone over land in the nth, 12th, and 13th centuries. Ca-
bot having failed as far north as 67^ degrees, the land which he firft
faw was the country between the mouth of the river of Canada and
Hudfon's Strait, and which he therefore named Prima Vifta [/. e. firft
feen] which name it foon loft, and next got the name of Corterealis
from a Portuguefe, who, from Lift)on, fell in with that coaft in the year
1500, calling alfo the north part of it Eftotiland. After the French had
fettled in Canada, they called the whole country New France. Laftly,
from the Englifli difcoveries on the north parts of that country, deep'
into the bay of Hudfon, it was called New Britain ; though the Portu-
guefe, m fome of their maps, call it Terra di Labrador, its only i)ro-
dud hitherto being pchry, furs, and feathers *.

The firft ftatute made in England, giving any particular diredions
concernmg impotent beggars [11. Hen. VII, c. 2.] direds. that every beg-
gar not able to work, ihall refort to the hundred where he laft dwelt is
beft known, or was bom ; and fhall there remain, upon pain of being
let m the ftocks three days and three nights, with only bread and wa-
ter, and then ftiall be put out of town. A poor relief this for thofe im-
potent people] Yet as there were monafteries and nunneries every
where which had good incomes and warm kitchens, the poor had then
a much better chance than if they were now to be referred only to fuch
precarious relief.

^

Foreigners refiding in England, having frequently been made deni-
zens by letters-patent from the king, whereby they had the lubftantial
benefit of paying no higher cuftoms, &c. than natural born fubieds
they greatly abufed that privilege, by colouring the merchandize of ol
ther foreigners or merchants-ftrangers, by entering their merchandize
at tne cultom-houles as their own proper goods.
To obviate this fraud, a law was made [i 1 . Hen. VII c. u.l that all

IhnnlST r^'"' T^^ ^T'-^'"'' ^y letters-patent or otherwife,
fliould hereafter pay fuch cuftoms and fubfidies for their goods and

• As Mr. Aiulerfon builds fo much upon the
pnority of the difcovery of tlie continent of Ame-
nca by Cihot in the fervice of England, it is a
pity that authors do not agree in the date of it.
But, without repeating the difcoidant authoulies
ot thofe who date it in 1496. 1498, and 1499,we may depend on the contemporary teftimony o<^
alderman Fabian, who fay^, that he failed in the
bcginmng of May, in tiie mayoralty of John
late (1. e. 1497 ^ but returned in the fubfeguent
mayoralty of William Purchafe, with three /c/ra-
|« from NewlV-uidlaiid. Fox alfo quotes the fol-
lowing inlcription, cngiavod near NewfoiMdland.m a map publjfhed by Sebattian, the fon of John

. o . iP" '''^'7' J"**" Cabot, a Venetian, and
6cballian his foii, with ^.n EngUlh fleet, fet

' fail from Briftow, difcovered that ifland, whicli
• betore that time no man had attempted, on
' the i4 of June.'

This date (1497) has accordingly been adopt-
ert by the judicious authors, Raynal, Forftcr,
Henry, Robcnfon, &c.

Without p.iying any attention to priority of
diicovtry, the Eiiglifh could found their right, at
Icall to a very gttat part of their territories in A-
meiica, on the much more honourable title of a
purchafe from the aboriginal proprietors. M.
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after on ,ha, coartXTH;rr."rnl ";,",r'
'^'^'5""'" K°'"8 f"""

difcovery of the con.inem dSh lhl„ r"rf '^ «'"^ ""^ ""e

had alreadrdone till tl^ ' fomented themfelves with what they

"ue itanan. 1 hence he returned back to Melindn inrJ r.. k»bom ..,„,y.ri, :„„„,h, ,„ Lifl,„„ ,,„ hefe wf Vu >rW
g'
"eTih'e"..te for commerce opened for Portugal to «a on, whic 4XlIfce'
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years, between the feparate merchants-adventurers * or traders, from
many parts of England, on one fide, and a feled company of mer-
chants, which had cxifted for 200 years, and about thefc times becan
to give themlelves the pompous title of the Company of Merchants-Ad-
venturers of England, though they were not dignified by royal charter
with this title till the year 1 505. The preamble to this ftatute, of which we
here give the fubftance. fets forth (by way of petition to the Houfe of
Commons, from the merchants-adventurers refiding in divers parts of
England out of the city of London), That whereas they trade beyond
fea with their goods and merchandize, as well into Spain, Portug-il Bre
tagne, Ireland, Normandy, France. Seville, Venice, Dantzic, Eaftland
Fnfeland, and many other parts f; there to buy and fell and make
their exchangv

. according to the laws and cuftoms of thofe )arts • everv
one trading as ( . ms moft to his advantage, without exa^ioi

, fine.'impo-
iition, or contribution, to be had or taken of them, or any of them to
for, or by any Englilh perfon or perfons : And in like fort they before
th:s time, have had, ufed, and of right ought to have and ufe the likecommerce into the coafts of Flanders, Holland, Zealand, Brabant and
other adjacent parts, under the obedience of the archduke of Burgun-
dy

;
in which places are ufually kept the univerfal marts or fairs four

times m the year
; to which marts all Englifhmen, and divers other na-

tions, in time part, have ufed to rcfort, there to fell their own commo-
diies, and freely to buy fuch merchandize as they had occafion for •

till now of late, that the fellowfhip of the mercers, and other merchants
and adventurers, dwelhng, and being free within the city of Londonby confederacy amongft themfelves, for their own fingular profit con-
trary to every Enghfhman's liberty, to the liberty of the faid' mart
there, and contrary to all law reafon, charity, right, and confcience, havemade an ordinance among themfelves, to the prejudice of all other Eng-hfhmen that no Enghfliman, reforming to the faid mart, fiiall eitherbuy or fell any merchandize there, uulefs he fliall have firft compound-
ed and made fine with the H^id fellowfiiip of merchants of London at
their pleafure upon pam of forfeiture to the faid fellowfhip of fuch their
faid merchandize

: Which fine, impofition. and rxadion, at the begin-
ning, when firft taken, was demanded by colour of the fmrernity of

A'JfT' f '/r "'l''^^'
''""^ " '^"^ °"^y '^'^ o'd "oble Sterling:And fo by colour of fuch feigned holinefs, it hath been fuffered to beaken of a few years part. It was afterwards increafed to 1 00 fiullinus

1;
cmifli

;
but now the laid fellowfiiip of Loi;don take of every EnS

hfimirm or young merchant, being there, at his firft coming. L.40 Stea-
ling for a fine, to fuffer him to buy and fell his own good. By reafoa

4 r\T^flt''^r'r"
""*' ""' ;'^" =><l^e"tural I.Is mcrcl.an Ji/e to f.-reV,. countries

f 1 he old aa,, of rarliaocnt .re often very inaccurate in their recital uf forii^^a countrlL .
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dry other Engl.fh commodities, are not fold norUTffas in rli "a"but are. for want of fale thereof, ia divers Pms^whefe L^made, conveyed to London and therP fnM !! ,
,*^'°^^' ^^^

even bdow what they co^the malcpr, M ^ ^" undervalued price,

thofe foreign parts, S.^orted by'^ fdl'Xo 'if?
,7"'^'"^^^ ^^

plainants and other fubjeds. at^fo h gh a price L t£^^^
your com-

hve thereupon; by re'afon whereoff aU fhTcitts and Z" TTrealm are fUllen into great poverty ruinanH T ^ u T' °^ '^'^

toms and fubfidies. an'd thcTv^JfrC'gr^Sltfafed"'^^^therefore now enaded Thar -ll Fr,„rn, ^^^ ,
^'*^"- ^^ was

and at their marts or fairs there fell rl^^Jr JT T j-
^"^ ^.'^chduke

;

make exchange freely. withLt cx^flii fin^^^
'^^ ^"y ^^^

tion. taken of received of a^yof tb m bv theT^I^^^"'
"^

"T""^"-
fhip excepting only the fumTxo me^ks^L 6 • rvlTsTrr""'

^'^"°""

of forfeiting L. 20 Sterling for evern^e\hey t ie'l^'^'n^d malfa?fo forfeit to the party fo impofed on ipn ti,r^L r 1
"^'' *

this ad is taken of him. ^ ' '""" ^" """^^^ ^^ ^^'^^'•^'y to

By this memorable law we are inFnrmi^A r^f ^u^ . e , ^ .

commerce of the Englifh merrhams at^hl ?
'

,f"'
°^ '''" ^^^^'S"

wherJby i,
«"

ftipu'lated
^"''^- ^"'""^ "' ""= NetherJand.*

now be abfoluKly rnulled ^£^^(1, ", ,h^"
k.d thereon, (hould

fold in an .he a?chduUrcoun"Slt ^'n^'^^^^T.""^^/"^,

II) And ,n cafe at any t.me the archduke or L fucceflbrs (hall

I
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again lay on the duty of one florin on Englifli cloth, or any other newimpofition then it Ihall be free for the king of England either tokeZ
rNe;h^\nr"'^"'^^^^^

III) As to the duty of one mark per fack of wool, which the Netheranders are obliged to pay at the ftaple of Calais, that point fliaU be due.
y confidered at the enfuing diet or congrefs. to be held at BrLes between the two contrading parties. [Fcr%ra, ^xii.A654] ^ '

^"
i498.--In the year 1498. LpuisXIIking of France, ratified and confirmed the treaty made by his father Charles VIII with Henry VIIkW

n2^t {r^^'T " ^'^ ^^^" ^^P"^^^'^^' '^'' (hipmafters. orCners offliips, fhould give fecurity to double the value of fliip and cargo no tocommit piracy, nor to moleft the fubie«as of the other mrtv ?nH rdry other ftipulations were now madeVor preventing pi'r'S 'Cr^ fX
befweeTE^Jhna ^' ""T °^ ^^^^^^ P^^^>'' ^'- ^H which ft Stb I

there nuiftf^.K '''^'' J^'^'T' P^^^^^^^ ^°^» ^^at in thofe times

whTftZ^ I ^/l""
""""*' '"^'^'^S ^"d ^'°l^"<^e on ihe feas even

III) But Riga traders, with their (hips and merchandize broueht fromRiga, cotnmg to England, were to pay^he fame duties&c as M.e 2?

h.r fl v^\ F ^I'^'^y
'^'^''' '''^ f°™er clainS of money due t«her from Eng and. or for which England was any way eneaeed tn rl !mafter-general and knights of the crofs of Pruflia pTrtkuhrl v thlV

I'^'^^I^l^
"°^^"' [2/2^ Sterling each] the ;rftt"n'oSwhich IS hereby promifed to be delivered up into the Snl of the^ir

1499—It/eems to have been about the middle.or perhaos nearer tn fT,«

..umber of convenient ihips and bufles .0 be employed ta Thethery'

Vo,..n.
^
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Wherefor, on account of the great advantage which thereby might be
had, and to caule idle men and vagabonds to laliour for their livings,
for the common profit and univerfal welfare of the realm, the Parlial
ment appointed, that fifhing (hips and bufles, of twenty tons burden or
upwards, fliould be made in all [/-a-port] towns of the realm, in pro-
portion to their ability.

Such regub ions brought their fifhery, and confequently their naval
Itrength, as well as feveral other improvements, to a confiderable height

;

bu> their fiibfequent ill-judged laws of reftraint and prohibition threw
all things retrograde. For, by the 98th ad of the fevt-nth Parliament
of king James V, 1540, they enaded, that none fliould fend any white
fifh bevond fea ; but that ftrangers be permitted to come and buy them
of merchants and freemen of burghs with ready gold and filver or mer-
chandize, And the 60th ad of the 4th Parliament of king James VI,
enjoins all fifhers of herring, or '-ther white fi(h, to bring their fifli to free
ports, there to be fold, firft in common to all fubjeds, M\d afterward the
remainder to freemen; that the king's own fubjeds may be firft ferved

;

and that if abundance remain, they may be faked and exported by free
burgefles, under forfeiture of ftiip and goods. How much wifer would
thofe law-makers have been, had they permitted the fifh to be imme-
diately exported by any perfons whatever, as it feems had formerly been
pradifed, and without any particular regard either to free ports or free-
men ? Thus the Scots now entirely loft to the Netherlanders their former
exportation of fifti, which imprudence was firft begun by the reftrain-
ing by-laws of what they call their royal burghs about 70 years before,
which they now at length got confirmed by Parliament.

King Henry VII now concluded a new commercial treaty or inter-
courfe with the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands; in
fubftance as follows, viz.

I. That, for twelve years to come, a duty of only half a merk (inftead
of one merk as hitherto) lha)l be paid by the Netherlanders, on every
fack of wool fold to them at the ftaple at Calais ; unkfs it Ihall at any
time happen that there may be a great mortality amongft the ftieep in
England (of which certificates, properly vouched upon oath ftcm Eng-
land, ftall be produced), in which cafe the whole duty of a merk ihall
be taken.

II. O the other fide, the archduke remits, in ftvour of the Englifti
merchants, the one florin per EngUfh woollen cloth imported into the
Netherlands.

III. The Englilh ftiall not, as formerly, be obliged ta bring all their
woollen cloth to the ftaple of Antwerp or Bruges, and no where elfe,
there to be fealed before removed ; but they ftiall now be at full liberty
to carry their cloth, and to fell it m every part of the archduke's do-
minions, Flanders alone excepted.
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IV. The chief of the Englifli merchants at the fairs of Antwerp and
Bruges, called the court-maftcr, fliall not, as formerly, fix a fet price on
the merchandize they are to buy vt thole feirs.

The other articles relate to the packing of wool in England, wherein
we find the nuyor and conftables of the ftaple at Weftminiftcr for the
fouth parts of England, and the like officers at the ftaple at Bofton foF
the north parts of England, were to be judges and certifiers of the
package of wool to be brojght to the ftaple at Calais. Other articles
related to the recovery of debts in both countries, and to the effeds of
pcrfons dying inteftatc, &c. All which (the half merk per fack ex'*

wool excepted) were to remain in force during the joint lives of both
contrading parties, and one year after the death of the firft. \Foedera,
/^ xii, /. 71J.]

Americus V'efpucius, a Florentine, in the fervice of Spain, now ^ailed
from Pon Sr Maries in Andalufia, and ma<k fome difcovery on the
coaft in South America; and as this was by Spain deemed the firft dif-
covery of (he continent, that whole c^^untry had its name from him,
who did vci little towards any material difcovenes, and undoubtedly
was nor the firft difcoverer of that continent, as we hrve abundantly
fliovni under the year 1496.

1 500.—Emanuel king ofPortugal, encouraged by the fuccefs ofthe firft
vbyage to Eaft-India, fent out Cabral with 1 3 fiiips and 1 200 men to
make a fettlement there ; but a violent ftorm drove him on the coaft
of Brafil, of which he immediately advertifed his king, by a veflel
fent home on purpofe

; and there he left two Portuguefe to explore that
country •. Every one knows that this noble province has ever fince
proved an almoft mexhauftible fund of riches to Portugal, and that all
parts of Europe, which have any commerce with that kingdom do in
lome mealure, reap the benefits of this fortuitous difcovery. In ano-
ther ftorm near the Cape of Good Hope, they loft feveral (hips, and
with only fix remainmg, they urrived at the town of Sohila on the
louth-eaft coaft of Africa which they took pofleflion ot\ and fortified.
They afteiwards poflelied themfelves of the ifiand of Mozambique on
that coaft. where chey built and fortified, and where they alfo refitted
and went thence to afiloa and Meiinda, ftrther north-eaftward on .haJ
coaft. fravellers oblerve, that there is luch plenty of goM along 'nrt
of the coaft ot Africa, that it is juftly fuppofed to have been tlic a,hir
of Solomon: Befides. this coaft affords filk, arabcrgreafe, ivory, ai.d
naves; and Mozambique has ever fince proved a l.albnable port for the
Portuguefe ftiips to retrefti and refit in their voyages to and from In-lb.
i hence Cabral lailed to Calecut, and having contraded friendftiip with

.
oulJ not poICbly have long remained unknowa part of the Atlantic ocean.

^ i±
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commerce. Portugal was now i^'i ^ L^^°"'.now crowded with
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fully in the poflefnon of the Englifli Eaft-Tndia Company, as a refrefh-
ing place for their {hips returning homeward. The Portuguefe ftored
it with hogs, goats, and poultry ; and for many years after this they
were wont to flop at it in their homeward-bound Eaft-India voyages to
fupply themfelves with thofe provifions and frefti water ; but it it very
difficult to find in their outward-bound voyages, becaufe of the trade
wmds. The next year Vafco de Gama was fent to India with ten ftips
and was the firft who crofTed over diredly from Mozambique to India
and Soderias. with fifteen fhips. The following year they built a fort at
Cochm, fubdued the king of Mombaza and others on the eaft coaft of
Africa, and fent fhips to cruife at the entrance of the Red Sea againft
rhe Moors, who were their greateft enemies in India. In brief, they
pufhed on fo numerous and great conquclts m commerce to India that
a viceroy was foon eftablifhed there ; and afterward, under the condud:
of their great general Albuquerque, they became matters of the ifle of

T'^V?\^''^'.^S"'^' °^^°^' ^^^ "^'-^"y «^her ports on the
coaffs of Malabar and Cormandel, and alfo the coafts of the ifle of Cev-
on, where the beft, and almoft the only true, cinnamon is produced

;they alfo mattered the peninfula of Malacca; and, to complete all thefamous xMoluccos, or fpice-iflnnds, were fubdued: Infomiich that the
princes of India began to court their favour. Thus was Portugal from

riched hvteVr"'
•'"'''' ^" Vu^ ^''^ y^"" S^^'^^'y exalted and en-r chec, by the fole enjoyment of the commerce to India, which that na-tion then probably flattered themfelves they were never to be rivalled

« ft-'^r^~Y^''^ ^"^^ Sreatacquifitions were making by Portugal in the-

wl'i^t^ T "f
Baftidas were making n.any ufeful difcoverie n theWeft Indies for the future benefit of Spain.We fliould here alfo note, under this year i c;o2 that Cibral th^Pnr

Quiloa Mombaza, and Quirimba, on the Zanguebar coaft. On thecoaft of Ajan alfo. the Portuguefe reduced moft of the princes ".be
foudi ."^''^^t^

;^mfomuch that they foon became mafterl of he hole

fo.e the Purtugue e came thither, the Arabians carried on a great commerce on this coaft, upon which they had made many fettlements but

Xt k a^t^'l^d^tLhand^"^'-"^"^^^
'''''''^'—e^

gai^'ftX-t^r^ftarb
'"'""'

^r^"^ '^T"S^'^ '^''"''^^ »"^ -"^^ -gainit tn. Moor, of Barbary; on winch coaft he took and earrifonpd

Euroirr' ("' -^agazan. Agadir (called alfo SantrCrt^bvch'European
) .^x.uiior &c.

; moft of which places, and thofe they Ind-before ou tluu coaft, they have long fince loll or abandoned NeitS



Jiik*

m

21 A. D. 1501.

did Portugal ever reap much advantage from thore port^owns in Dolntof commerce, any farther than they helped to curb?hemS nJr^if

t^'f^pprer"^^'
"^"'^^ ^'^^ nor W'l.ave eve^r beL^^aWe^eVS?;

jfan^s IV of Scotland' The l^r.as\^::ii:'ylltf^%:J^ZL.2000 per annum m earldoms, lordfhips. manors, forefts withSie rllaces and caftles of Linlithgow and Stirling, are a thisW piXS^more than ten times theix value at that time.
probably

A treaty of friendlhip and imercourfe of commerce was concluded

mans. &c where it is m general terms ftipulated. ' That the mercham.
%^' fi?''

"^'^ fr^^V^fort and trade to each ^then dominions

'

In another treaty mthis fame year 1502. between thofe two prLe«there IS a grant of L., 0.000 Sterling from king Henry VII tTSmJ:
Hunir '"f^'"^ ^r '° """^"^^^ againftfheTurksonthende ofHungary, where at this time they were pulhing on their conquefts on

t" bl" AnT-;"' %" ''^"T".^"
^^^"^ all'chriftian priest ion^

Henrv Vn rV,

^^^^^ed. that, confidering rhe chLder of king

2 x^l p.": ^j
' '' contribution for thofe times. [W^

aiJS"^a"*^'*i^"' ^J^ ^i"^''^'*
^^^^nfed Hugh Elliot and ThomasAflihurft. merchants of Bnftol. John Gvmfalus and Francis FernSnatives of Portugal, to fail with fuch Ihips and mariners as!KSjudge proper, under Englilh colours, into all the parts and countriefofthe eaftern, weftern, fouthern, and northern feasf in order to difcoverany iflands coafts. and countries of heathen and infidel parts ofTheworld

;
and to ered king Henry's banners and enfigns St whatevertown, caftle. ifland, or continent, they (hall fo difcover.'and to hold theCmie (lays the king) for our ufe. as our lieutenants there : Providedthey do not concern themlelyes with, nor offer to moleft fuch heathenand infidel countries as are already difcovered, and reduced to the ol^"

crf^rate ' "^ '^°""^'^' " ""^ ^"^ ^^'^^^ ^^^^ our'friend or

Whenever any difcovery fliaU be made, it is our will that men andwomen from England be freely permitted to fettle therein, an^to im-prove the lame under the protedion of thefe grantees, whom we here-by empower to make laws, &c. there.
The feyen reniaining claufes relate to the fettling, failing, and trad-ing to fuch fuppoled. and to be difcovered country ; the cuiloms to be

m
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And whereas we have, by other letters-patents of the i6th year of

our reign [/. e. two years before, but not to be found in the Fcedera],

granted to Richard Ward, John Thomas, and John Fernandus, toge-

ther with the four grantees herein named, a Hcence to go and difcover

new countries and iflands; yet we will not have the faid three firft nam-
ed perfons to attempt or meddle with any fuch new diu-'overies, without
a licence from the four grantees of this prefent charter *. {Faederoy

r. xiii, p. 37.]

At this time there were differences between John king of Denmark
and the Hanfe Towns ; the latter, like true merchants, driving to have
commerce wherever they could obtain it ; the former being driven out
of Sweden by Steen-Sture the regent, infilled that the Hanle-Towns
fhould forbear trading to Sweden ; in which (fays the Hanfeatic hifto-

rian Werdenhagen, Fbl. I. par. iii. cap. 17.) king John was feconded by
the ambalTador of his uncle James IV king of Scotland (who alfo, accord-

ing to Meurfius's Hiftoria Danica, fent John an aid of two ftout fhips

of war), at a general aflfembly of the deputies of the Hanfeatic league
at Lubec : Yet the general afTembly at length convinced the Danifli

king of the unreafonablenefs of that demand, as it would be very un-
reafonable that they, who had great concerns in Sweden, fhould be ob-
ftruded in their commerce by the quarrels between Denmark and Swe-
den.

King Henry VII of England now caufed the chapel of the Virgin
Mary, and a tavern adjoining, at the eaft end of the abbey-church ot
Weftminfter, to be taken down ; on the fite whereof he ereded the
prefent mod beautiful and magnificent chapel which goes by his name,
at the expence of L. 14,000, which at this time would probably at leaft

coft five times that fum.

1 503—In Scotland, the 70th a<ft ofthe fixth parliament of king James
IV confirmed that of 1406, and diredled that none fhall beg, but lame,
fick, and impotent people, under a penalty on the magiflrates fuffering
any others to beg.

By another Scottifli law of that fame year, all lords and lairds (land-
ed gentlemen) were enjoined to have parks with deer, alfo flanks (filh-
ponds), conningares (rabbit-warrens), dove-cots, orchards, and hedges,
and to plant at leaft one acre of woodlands, where already there are no
great woods or forefts. The wars with England had occafioned their
woods to be deftroyed, fo that they were in great want ot timber and
firewood ; they had alfo much negleded inclofures and parks. Some

• Herr, .gain, HcLfjr pays no regard to the who in thofe day* feldom had abilit.Vs atui p;i.
pope'* prcfiunptuouB divibon of the world between ticnce to accomplifti fuch enterprifcs. l'l,i« txp.--
i>pam and Portugal. And he equally negleAs dition, therefore, fucceeded no better than rj.
giving any pecuniary affilUnce to the adventuwrs, bot*?.
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fobfequent laws.
^ '''' negleded, though enforced by many

leges in the NetheHandftruXtl e'offi.
''

"''^°^'^
T^^^^^^^^^^

^i^^"
date than tliis time when^f

^''^ "^^^ apparently of an earlier

-erchants/anUe^aufe^/th ^^t eZbl^^^^^^^^
^'? for the well of

upon pleas in parts beyond the ttT X r ^""^f
""^^^ ^^ '^^"^

have jurifdiaion to do luftice Ww^ T^^f'"'' °^ '^^^ ^'^^'^ ^^H
king's fubjeds) in the part bevo.iri p "'^f

"Merchants (being the

ilx. or at leaft^four srt fl^merchant^^^
^^e confervator ll.all have

jointly with him • and th.tn^ir^tl I' ^\^ <leter,mne all matters

ther Scottin. m^iham there Lfnr.
^",^^^^^,t)eyond lea (hall fue ano-

By another ad "f tl?e W^^^^^^^^^^^
^^^' confervator.

come home yearly to Sco knd or .iV ^V /?"*''"''^'°'' '' ^''^^^^ '<>

];nrnp,if „r.^
"'tu aiv.ays cenLCred. And m a Scottilh ad of mr

,U ..Can. ,oi„, .hUhe.te:5/CeV„";t;^rr ZoTT^^^

Spa^^t' jSe'hSTf'A'i^-'T'''""^'™"!'' <•«' *= acceffion of

fvftcm JV """"'"ps m the commercial as well as in the Dohti.al

2a"ch for ^nrrlft 'of cT'Tf" ''t''
''"^^ "" >""= b^eL^n ove

'

i.een 4h„fo'Thefppol.^^^f"''°-"- """ ""' ^"^'-^^ »" France

i... LyU. 1„ l..cZo,ra^^,^S^«;reS-:7S;',t
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1524) * as it is now ufed, is not above 200 years old * j and the refin-
ing of it more new than that firft found out by a Venetian in the davi.of our forefathers, who got 100.000 crowns by the invention. Beforewnich art of boiling and refining it, our anceftors made ufe of it roufh

ftead of k^
''^^' "^"^ ^^^^ """^ commonly ufed honey ml

rJ^rn^af'f^ "°K H"
'^^- y^" '504. that any French (hip arrived onthe coafts of North America, even according to their own accountswhich was eight years later than the Englifh difcovery thereof by Ca^bot, Sec.

;
but it was not till two years later that one Denis difcoveredthe entrance into the river of Canada or St, Laurence. So halXpriority of difcovery is undoubtedly on the fide of England for ajNorth America

;
and confequemly England, beyond all the other '

T:fJ:T' ^3^ '^' ^'^ '^"^"^ ^° '^' whole.^until flie gave up partof It by her fiacceedmg treaties with other European natiom. ^ ^
The renowned city of Antwerp was at this time arrived verv near to

entre nnrt nr Li?
to Lifbon. and thence to Antwerp, as to an

werp, which brough' R7e™ riches ot^n";;'!™" \?
'""'." '^'«-

An Lnglifli ad of parliament (\q Hen VII r o, > f iV ^ment of the fmaller ffl. ^anufai?estE^t,:;i^^^^^^^^ tel^^

chequer by Jol..Davidro„.Efq. That, fo .arly" furdv tfta^^^^^^^
So Dr. Hcylin i,, ' ' ' .

—— > i^iu. mm, 10 ear V nthe year ,3,,, i^avu offugar were fold in Scot
Vol. II.

tion of fugar-baking. A/.

D
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portatioB of any manner of filk wrought either by itfelf, or with any
other ftuff, m ribbands, laces, girdles, corfes, and corfes of tiffues or
points, upon pain of forfeiture of the fame. Alfo (on the other hand),
It was made lawful for all perfons, as well foreigners as Englifh, to im-
port all other kinds of filks, as well wrought as raw and unvvrought, the
above excepted. The reader here may plainly fee, that at this time
there was no broad manufedure of filk made in England, as my lord
Bacon alfo notes, in his hiftory of king Henry VII under this ftatute.

Another ftarute palfed (c. 23). for confirming to the merchants of the
Hanfe m Almain, having the houfe in the city of London, commonly
called Guilhalla Teutonicorum (i. e. the German merchants of the fteel-
yard), all their ancient liberties, privileges, free ufages, and cuftoms,
granted either by the kings of England, or by authority of parliament •

and annulling all ads, ftatutes and ordinances, made in derogation of
their faid liberties, &c. The Englifh merchants, increafing in their fo-
reign commerce, had probably occafioned the Hanfeatics to procure this
confirmation of their ancient privileges, for which, poffibly, they might
gratify the avarice of the monarch.

In another i^atute made in this fame year (r. 17), for regulating the
company of ihearmen of the city of Norwich, it is (^inter alia) remark-
ed, that in Norwich, time out of mind, there had been ufed a certain
craft called (hearmen, for (hearing as well worfteds, ftamins, and fuf-
tians, as alfo all other woollen cloth, &c. This ftatute fhows us a ge-
neral lift of their woollen manufadures, which were even then fo con-
fiderable (efpecially the thinner forts), that we find more fliatutes hither-
to for regulating the manufadures in Norwich, and its neighbourhood
of Norfolk and Sutfolk, than of any other part of England.
The by-laws made by corporations or fellowftiips of crafts, guilds,

and fraternities, were, at this time, found to be many ways againft the
king's prerogative, the common law of Englard, and the liberty of the
fubied, being (fays lord Bacon) fraternities in evil : Wherefore an ad
of parliament (19 Hen. FII, c. 7), -eftrains the mafters or wardens of
fuch fellowfhips from making any i.jw by-laws or ordinances concern-
ing the prices of wares and other things, for their own fmgular profit,
until firft examined and approved of by the lord chancellor, lord
rreafurer, or king's juftices, on pain of forfeiting £\q for every fuch
offence.

An Plnjjlifli ad of parliament pafled this fame year {c. 5), for pre-
venting gold and filver coins from being carried into Ireland, and Irifli

money from being brought into England *, and for calling all clipped
and diminiOied money into the mint. Neither (fays lord Bacon in his
hiftory of king Henry VII) was it a'fmall matter that the mint (1. e. the

They liad then a mint in Ireland.
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king) gained by thus recoining the groats and half-groats (b^inir it
feems. as large as our modern (hillings and fixpences, which furely fhev
could not be, if they were not of bafer allay than the old Sterling fine-
nefs). His lordfhip here likewife recounts many other ways which that
king had of getting vaft fums into his coffers, even in time of profound
peace

; fuch as extorting 500Q raerks from the city of London for con
firming their privileges

; his fubfidies, benevolences, and cafualties • themarriage portion trom Spain, &c. but thefe are foreign to our fubie<a

.J.f'h":: t*'^"'f^^/'
^nder the year 1497. that the ftatutewhich

reduced the exorbitant freedom-fine* of the company of merchants-ad-
venturers did, at the fame time, by a ftrong implication, legally efta-
bhfti that company, tlwugh they were not then predfely fo ctued : yetin fad they were, and had long before been, what this king xmdc themby his new charter. But now king Henry VII. in the 20th year of h^reign, confirmed by charter ' to the merchants trading in wooUtn cIoAof all kmds to the Netherlands their former privileges.' And in b^new charter of confirmation they were firft properly ftiled the fellpw!ihip of merchams-adven.urers ot England. TheVhad alfo hereby anthority given them to hold courts and marts at Cklais ; provided how-ever, that they exadted no more (as by the ad of pari amen of 1497)han ten marks of any merchant whatever for his freedom in the r fd-lowfhip. for tradmg to Flanders, B.abam. Holland, Zealand, and A^counries adjacent, under the archduke's governmem; herebyTnioining all rnerchams-adventurers to come into^he freedom of thfs fXw"flnp. Wheeler, ecretary of this fellowlhip. in his vind ciion ofTunder the title of a Treatile of Commerce^Uto. 160.) Si^^^^^^hat at this tune we are now upon, as well as in thl reignWkSSV. (as alio m ms own time) the like complaints were made by the d2
nT'^A :^T"'' '^y''\ ^- ''^S^i"^ '^'^' fellowfhip. vilth't the^obftruded the free courle of commerce by rettraints. Yet add he nf.r due exanunation of the complaint, the iffue procuix^ grea Wto the company, and occafioned the enlarging of their former .»?
with an exprefs reitraint of all ftragders uk ifuernV, 1 I r

'^>^"^^'^'

traders). And wiiereas the Eufterfings ( lie S rnvi t^±';^'PfT
lieclyard) at this time had entered info the ihme tr^e k n 1? ""Ulfr
not only ftridly prohibited them from the tnV tn rl ^ 'J^^'T VII
the aldermen of the fteelvard in London to itt^ in o

'^'^ ""^^'^"^
•

.000 .nerks. that the itedyard mc^clt^'Cld rcarTCSiif
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filver, [airand broad pieces. Thefe were the firft real fhillings in Eng-
land, the fhillmgs of former ages being merely ideal, as the pound isnow. Ihey are now only to be found in the cabinets of the curious.

1 he Portuguefe now firft landed on the iftand of Ceylon, where theywere ftrenuoufly oppofed by the Moors, who had long before been fet-
tled there, and had fupplied all Europe with cinnamon by the way of
Alexandria: Yet. in the end. the Portliguefe got the better; and having
fortified the prmcipal ports of that ifland. they, in their turn, totally en-
grofled the cinnamon trade till the year 1639. when they were fupplant-
ed by the Hollanders. This fpice was well known to the ancients, ever
Imce the commerce from Egypt to India was pradifed; whereas the
Ipices from the Moluccos, and more efpecially the places producing
them, were not gererally knovm fo early.
1506.—King Philip of Spain and his queen, on their voyage from

Flanders to Spain, being, by ftrefs of weather, driven into Falmouth
were invited by Henry VII to Windfor and London, where they were
entertained with much feafting and fplendour. King Henry on this oc-
cafion concluded a new commercial treaty with king Philip for his do-
minions in the Netherlands, which treaty the Flemings termed inter-
curlus malus, for that there be fome things in it (fays lord Bacon) more
to the advantage of the Englifh than of them ; efpecially for that the
iree fifmng of the Dutch upon the coafts and feas of England, grantedm the treaty of the year 1496. termed by the Flemings intercurfus
magnus. was not by this treaty confirmed.

This new treaty follows, in fubftance, viz. That whereas the Englifh
refiding in and trading to the Netherlands, had made grievous com-
plaints of new and unprecedented tolls and duties laid on their mer-
chandize there, contriry to treaties fubfifting ; and that there were pro-
hibitions of Idling Englifh cloth in many places there ; alfo that t.;ere
were feizures made of fhips and merchandize, and the imprifonment of
theu- perfons. &c.

For redrefs therefor of all grievances on both fides, it was now fti-
pulated,

I) That former treaties be confirmed, particularly thofe of 1495 and
1499 (that of 1496 being artfully omitted), except fo far as altered by
this treaty, and all new tolls and exadions utterly abolifhed.

II) The Englifli merchants may freely refort to Bruges in Flanders, as
alfo to all the other provinces of the Netherlands, with their fhips rijth
and other merchandize, freely to buy and fell. But, in the province
of Flanders (and there only), they fhall not fell their cloth by retail, orma fmaller quantity than an entire piece ; neither fhall they be per-
mitted either to drefs or to dye their cloth in the faid province of Flan-
ders.

And III) For prevention of all impofuions for the future, a table of
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all the duties, fubfidles, tolls, and other payments, whicli may be le-

gally demanded in either country, (hall be affixed on the doors of the

cuftomhoufes of London, Bruges, Antwerp, Berg (Mons), and Middle-

burg. [Fcedera, V. xiii, ^. 13a.]

King Henry VII moft unjuftly (and probably for his own private pro-
fit) granted a licence to Auguftini Chigi, a merchant of Sienna in Tuf-
cany, to import from Flanders or elfewhere, 1.300 quintals of alum, and
prohibited ali others to imjx)rt any, until he Ihould have fold off all his

laid quantity ; provided, however, that neither he nor his fadors ihould

fell the alum at a higher price than £^\ : 6 : 8 per hundred weight.

\F(xderay V. xiii,/. 159.]

In t'nis year the ever-famous Chriftopher Columbus died. About this

time fugar-canes, brought from Brafil and the Canaries, were planted
in the ifland of Hifpaniola, where (fays Herrera) many fugar-mills were
gradually ereded.—Leave alfo was granted to all native Spaniards to fend
merchandize to the Weft Indies ;—and even foreigners were pcrmitf^d
to trade in partnerlhip with native Spaniards, in Spanilh bottoms only.

—

The contratacion-houfe lately eredted at Seville, for the management of
all the American commerce, was now enlarged and its conftitution fet-

tled. The Spaniards alfo, at this time, improved their pearl fifliery at

the ifle of that name, and other parts of the Weft-Indies. Before the
Brafil fugar was brought into Europe, that commodity was very dear,
being only ufed in feafts and phyfical necefllties ; honey being, till then,
the general ingredient for fweetening meats and drinks.

1507—King Henry VII remitted to fix Venetian merchants, and to
all other fubjeds of that republic, all forfeitures, tranfgreffions, and
offences committed by them before the firft day of March in this year
1507, againft any ads of parliament or orders of council, &c. alfo all

manner of ufuries, corrupt bargains, buying, felling, and bartering
of wool, tin, lead, cloth, &c. alfo all illegal entries at the cuftom-
houfes ; all payments of gold againft law, &c. all deceptions in the ma-
nufadure of woollen cloth, and in ftretching the fame ; all exporta-
tions and importations of the before-named and other commodities
againft law ; all changes, exchanges, and rechanges (cambia, excambia,
et recambia). between .the faid Venetians and others;—as alfo mifpri-
fions, confederacies, riots, &c.—all condemnations, pains of death, and
all other pecuniary and corporal pains which they may have incurred,
&c—And granted them his fecure peace : as alfo all goods and chattels
they might have formerly forfeited, and which were in the cuftody of
his officers, &c. to be reftored to them, without their rendering any ac-
count, provided that the faid Venetians be not forgiven any debt to the
king, for which there were written fecurities.

The king alfo granted licence to the Venetians to buy and fell, at
London and elfewhere, in England, Ireland, and Calais, woollen cloth.
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all other foreigners, as well as natives, for ten years to comeMoreover, the king granted the like privileges, p.rdons &c to all

all this fliould not be judged fufficient by the Venetians they Ihouldhave other more ample letters^patent for tliat effed, provided that the

IX"n;o''En"r'*H^
"'°"^ "';^ ^'-^' ^ -*' witLn thelaid crm

of Auftrh Thfnr T^
^"°^' /''™ '^\^^^^^ons of the archduke

^riviltsX IfXT'^^S;- :rr
°^ ^^^ -chants-adventurers

By the whole tenor of this patent, we fee how many different nations

Thrdifni^: "r'''1 " ^"«^^"'^' ^^'^ ^-^^^ and'sc^r"d^
.1 i ^

Jutes about the new tolls exaded in the Netherlands from

ttfwo'n^rionst'^'"'"'
""

'^ '^^^' ^^^' ^^e comm:t"ttween
TJ ":i"°"? was, ,n a manner, quite interrupted, to the very greatdamage of both

;
to ren.edy which,̂ Maximilian, king of the Romans

fcZ^s vt ^rttd'r '^"^-l-'"" n^'^'^^' ^'"P--- by the^'ftrof

were aLliLd ^ P^^^^'jonfl charter, whereby all the new tolls

r:^l^L:t^,r^^'' - %u,ated'mthemterct^St

mu^^^n fhp'pff"' "",^'' ^lb"q"5'-q"e. fortified the famous ifle of Or-

Turkev A,rh
?'''

^Tp'
^P'""^°dioufly fuuated for the trade between

I^thfotlfer ttr^h. ' «" ^he one hand
;
and India and China,

mu for Iv.h u^
'"^^ '^^''^^^'"•' y'«'"'y b"w*=^" Aleppo and Oi-:

Ss L of rK \'P'''' f^^^'^'
d^^Ss, dried fruits, pearls,nones. &c. of the three firft named countries ; for the fpices cntfon

t r^d'w/Jh trp"^""*
^-'i-InJ- and China; which coEcer

be fir
P«""Suefe at Ormus till the year 1622, as will hereafter

1508—Although the numerous wars in Europe during this centurvare not properly within our cognizance, yet. for he glory of the" ul"mous commercial republic of Venice, we cannot avoid brieflV o cLn .memorare Its great de iverance from the famous league of Camb ay being a confederacy of the greateft part of Europ?, viz. the ean;rorMaximiiian I, Louis XII of France, Ferdinand king of Spain' and popejuhus 1, by whofe infligation this league was fecrefly projeded ft^Xdeftrudtion of the republic. Thofe powers, in conjundion. eaHly Li^
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ped the Venetian! of all that they poflefled on the continent of Italy y
yet, with all their power, they were not able to conquer the noble c»-
pital city of Venice. And, in fine, the pope being brought (or bought)
over, and the reft of the confederacy disjointed, the republic foon re-
covered much of her former territories : To the pope, however, they
were fain to leave Ravenna ; to Spain, the five towns which the republic
had till now poflelfed in Calabria ; and to the emperor, Triefte and
Friuli,

Aubart, a Frenchman, firft failed up the great river of St. Laurence
to the country of Canada, from whence he brought home to France
fome of vhe Indian natives.

Although the marriage agreed on between Mary, the daughter of
king Henry VII of England, and Charles, grandlon of the emperor
Maximilian, did not take place ; yet it is fomewhat curious to fee the
formality of thofe times for fecuring the lady's dowery, and her mar-
riage portion of 250,000 gold crowns : For many lorck were folemnly
bound for the fame, as were alfo the following cities and towns on Maxi-
milian's part, viz. Bruflels, Antwerp, Bruges, Ypres, Courtray, Nieu-
port, Dort, Leyden, Amfterdam, Middleburg, Zirickzee, and Mechlin

;

and on the part of Henry, the cities and towns of London, Coventry,
Norwich, Chefter, Worcefter, Exeter, York, Briftol, Southampton, Boi-
ton, Hull, and Newcaftle upon Tyne*. [Foedera, V. xiii, p. 173.]
From the Foedera \y. xiii,^. 216] we learn what king Henry VII

made by his office of change, exchange, and rechange fcambii, excambii,
et recambii) of money, paid by all perfons going, or lending monev, to'

foreign parts, and from thence back to England. Henry now grants
this office to Peter Corfy, a Florentine, for one yeaj-, who, by the king's
authority, was to take 3^ for the exchange r.nd rechange of every gold
ducat. For this office Corfy was yearly to pay the king L. 2«;o Sterling.
The record calls this office • the cuftody' [<•/ appruamentum, poifibly writ-
ten by miftake inftead of aperiamentum, or opening] ' of the increafc of
the change, exchange, and rechange.'

Sir Robert Cotton {Remains, p. 197. 1 fpeaking of the antiquity and ufe
of this cambium regis, or office of exchange, in a curious and judicious
treatife, intitled, ' The manner and means how the kings of England
have from time to time fupported and repaired their eftates,' written in
the year 1609, fays, • It is as ancient as before the time of king Henry
III, and continued in ufe till the middle of king Henry VIIPs reigii,
the profits of it being now (in 1609) engrolfed among a few goldi'miths]
and would yield above L. 10,000 yearly to the crown, would he ered it

• We therchy alfo lenm, which were then thofe days, the faith of trading commuEylics wai
dletmeil tlie inoll in>poi taut citien and towns in the held at lead cqu.^! to tli«t of foverei'^ns. M
tloiniuwiu of ibc coutradiug prince* ; and that in
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again, and then fhould the kine himfelf k«.#.n hie «,:«» •

worlc.' Of this we have no ver"y^!rn'/cot?p.^; Z'ZolrTIlT::^Herrera, the Spanifh-American hWtoriographer relues thJ^about th.s year the gold brought from the^iflanrof h'^^^^^year, amounted to 460,000 pieces of eieht • bv ,^hJ^ . u "f
the cotton, fugar. gijge;. &c 'aS th. ftTpfing empT^^^^^^and America the Weft-Indies now begaS^to ^promT fome r'^m^feto Spam for the great cliarge of the firft fettlement andthllT^J^rmany hves. They had. itLms, by this timelundtt the m enbkIndian natives whom the Spaniards had compelled to work^n leirmmes and fields, were not fo robuft and nroDer for thJ^ r
negxoes brought from Africa

;
wherefore tKry^lLt thtm'^^^^^^^^^^gan to .mport negroes for that end into Hifpa;iola from trpSuefe"

w^^^rral^^acly'^^^^^^^^^^^
^'^ ^^ ^^^° ^"^^ for^S[;Tgt

although its prince Hidalcan foon recovered it ;etlVuqSu^^^

j.™swy5 t^r'biti:^^^i?]?' -
ftrndures magnificent; but it is long fince"StVaTerborrwid:refpea to wealth and number of inhabitants, which, fome fay are Je

to hrJh"
'°'?

u'
"^ '"

""'''T
^"^ ^^"g^-""- AlbuquSque.^in ^rder'to breed up foldiers. very wifelj. got the Indian maids made ^hrmknsand married them to Portuguele. that they might not alw.v. iol^^

'

need of frefh fupplies of men fr;m Portugal ^ ^^ ^""'^ '"

It IS not our province minutely to particularize all the Portu^nPiPconquefts m India, whereby they gained immenfe ric?^s and grc"tXyto that crown and nation. It is fufficient for our putpofe in ge^ral oobferve. that they went on from year to year in difL^rinVmorrcoln
tries, even as far eaftwnrd as China and Japan ; and fomhwa^l to ^h^grea. archii^higo of iflands in the Itidiin ocean/l^Sued Lkingdoms of pecan. Cambaya. and Guzaratte. with the fomof Dix^Suratte. and Cambaya. and many other places and iflands for 200 mi esalong the Malabar coaft. and on that of Cormandel. and in the k^nfdom of Bengal MacafTar. and Malacca, and alfo the ftes of T morTnd"Solor. with the famous Molucco and fpice Iflands. bellde theZ i ^of Ceylon already mentioned. Their conquefls and fettlements fdreadvnoted) on the north-eaft fhores of Africa, beyond the CaTof GoodHope, were alfo very profitable to them, where they traded wid nesmnations for much gold, brought from the far inland countries to ?hePortuguele f.ttlements on the coaft. In Arabia Felix they once got pof!
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fefTion of Mafcate; alfo of fundr/ irtes in the Perfi^n culf and the
impoitant town and port of BaUom at the upper end of 'tlnit gulf.
They, in brief, were become very formidable to all the princes of In*
dia. niany of whom they made tributary ; and as their fleets were very
powerful and numerous, fo was their dominion on the Indian feas ex
tremely arbitrary, mfomuch that no fhip whatever could fail thereon
without their permiflion

; and if any did prefume fo to do the" feizedon Ihips and goods, and imprifoned their failors: Likewife, they almoft
every where committed great cruelties and mafTacres on the conquered
people at land, and r' oitght to expiate all their crimes and enormitiesby building a great u.imber of churches and monafteries wherever thevwere mailers. This great profperity they held throughout all the fix-
teenth centu^, and were conftantly increafin? in power feme and
riches

;
yet whoever well confiders the prefent ftate of the Vmall kinR-doin of Portugal, will be almoft apt to marvel how they got to fuch apitch of grandeur and power both by fea and land, and to hold it fornear a century and an half, in fpite of the emulation of their Europeaw

neighbours
;
on which pomr, though we do not here undertake to en-large we may, however, curforily obferve. i. That Portugal was thenmuch more populous than at this day. and that their prefem feeble ftate(for want of manufaaures) is owing to the draining of their people tocolonize Africa India, and Brafil. 2. That the Portuguefe conqueft!were made partly over effeminate Afiatics, in warring with whom^theyhad great advantages, and no European rivals, and partly over the nZferable favages of Brafil and Africa, utterly unacquainted with fire^r-

.K^S^'ir""'
""""'^'^^ ^veapons. and the European art of war. But whenthe Hollanuer. once got to India, we ft.all fee hov/ pitifully thofe mightyPortuguefe conquerors defended their numerous conquefts there^d in

i509.-_RulIia was now aggrandized and ftrengtheneJ by the conoueftof the city and territory of Ple/kow (hitherto an independent lorZpVby the great duke, or czar, Bafilius IV, who alfo conquered from thePoles the ftrong frontier town of S- .olen/ko. As Rulha had W be-fore this time fallen under the fubjedion of the Crim-Tartars. and hadbeen divided into many petty principalities, whole princes weie tributanes to the Tartars, this cz:h-, Bafilius IV, bv reducing anTiSSnl
T^lfl "

P""-Pjli';-^' '"^ ^y ^^' other 4c.fsful warsTga^ft tS?

This year IS alio remarkable for the death of Henry VII kine ofEngland. How differently foever his condud or charader may be animudverted on by various authors, it is enough for our prefS^^^uruofeo confide,- 1-^ confequences in a politico-commercial view We r^avtherefore juftly r.nark, that feveral laws made in hi T ign and S^
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his influence, were very conducive to the advancement of aericuhure
and commerce, as particularly,

T) By an aft for the encouragement of hufbandry, in the year 1480
II) 3y gradually reducing the exorbitant power of the nobility who

had lately railed fuch ftorms in the nation, particularly aeainft himfelf
Leave was granted to aU freeholders, who went with the king in hij
wars to alienate their lands at pleafure, without fines for alienation
which A^'as a good means to make landed eftatec change proprietors themore eafily and frequently, as the commerce and wealth of the nation
gradually increafed He wifely confidered tl- old maxim. Domnimi
feqmtur Urram, and that king John's barons were often too hard for
him, becaufe moft of the lands were pofleffed by them or by their vaf-
fals

;
and that as he himfelf had been raifed by the nobles, he might

poffibly be caft down by them. This ad was renewed or confirmed byone of the third year of king Henry VIII, c. 4,
III) By an ad'of his 19th year, c. 14, direding a penalty for all giv-

ers or takers of any livery, or for any perfons retaining or beine re-
tained with another, during that king's life, the nobility were deprivedof their great retinues. This law was, indeed, but a more extenfive
conhrmation of the laws againft retainers (more properly to be railed
retained) of great men. made in the reigns of king Richard II. HenryIV. and Edward IV

; for, by the great numbers of men (as well
knights and efquires as yeomen or common men) who wore the liveriesand hats ot the nobihty, and were at their devotion in thofe idle and
lels^opulent times became formidable to the crown, and formed the
beit ol the Enghfli cavalry in the wars between the houfes of York andLancafterfo jealous a prince as Henry VII would, therefor, naturally
ay hold of fuch means to break the ftrength of the nobles; and thislaw anfwered the end very well, fince we hear very little of retainersand hv-nes from this time. In this only fenfe. therefor, may he be
faid . /e altered the balance of the nation (as fome authors phrafe
it), VIZ in deprelling the nobility, and enabling the commons freely
to purchafe their lands. But it is an almoft univerfal niiftake of our
hiftorians, to afcribe to him a kind of total revival ot our woollen ma-nufadure, as ,f, according to them, it had been gradually funk and ne-glcded ever fince kmg Edward Ill's time ; the contrary whereof is ap-parem. from fo many ads ot parliaim-nt. and fo many treaties with
toi-eign princes m the intermediate reigns, in favour of that manufac-
ture, which not only pro! pered at home, but was conftantlv exported
beyond fea in all thofe reigns before his time.

'

IV) Forefeeing the bad confequences of the noble and great province
ot Breiagne being annexed to France (in a great meufure owing to his
avarice and puhllanii, ty). he had love enough left tor his country
(and lor his own credit in fuccetsding times), to induce him now and
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then, in his parliamentary fpeeches, earneftly to recommend matters of
commerce to his people. This good prince (fays Hall's Chronicle), by
his high policy, marveloufly enriched his realm and himfelf, and left
bis fubjeds in high wealth and profperity, as is apparent by the great-
abundance of gold and filver yearly brought ii.to the realm, in plate
money, and bullion, by merchants pafling and repafling, to whom the
king, * of his own goods, Lent money largely, without any gain or pro-
' fit, to the intent that merchandize, being of all crafts the chief art
' and to all men both moft profitable and neceflary, might be the*
' more plentifulkr ufed, haunted, and employed in his realms and do-
* mmions *.'

Lord Herbert, and all other hiftorians, agree, that this king left a
treafure oCL. 1,800.000 Sterling f in fpecie, in fecret places of his pa
lace at Richmond, he himfelf alone keeping the keys. ' This ' fays
that noble Lord, ' was doubtlefs a greater fum than any king of this
realm before had m his coffers, and fueh as might be thought effed-

' ively quadruple to fo much in this age.' \i.e. in the time of king
Charles IL] Which computation ol his lordihip's is extremely mode-
rate, when we have feen and confidered the rate of living at that time
when the ufual price of wheat {anno 1504] was but Sf^dii. e. 8/6iof
our money) per quarter, and die not quite 3</ per gallon.

Laftly, it is faid by fundry authors, that there were very few brick
buildings, and fewer of ftone in England till this king's reign except^mg the palaces of the prime nobility, cathedral, and parifli churches
and the greater monafteries ; the reft were either the mud-walls of the
cottagers, leffer farmers, and villagers, the timber and lath buildingsm cities and towns, or houfes built with ftrong oaken pofts, interlaced
with bricks and mortar ot fuch fubftantial duration as (fire excepted)
generally lafted feveral hundred years, and of which fome have remain-
ed to our own days.

In this firft yea. c^ Vm^ Henry VIII. we have a ftiU plainer account
of the now improved royal office of exchange between England andoreign parts in the king's grant of that office to fir Thomas Boleyn
(the father of the unfortunate queen Anne Boleyn). in the terms fol-lowing, viz

•
We grant to him the cuftody of our exchange at Calais

;

and alfo the cuftody of our exchange L England towards foreign
parts, he to take and receive of every perfon going to Rome or other
foreign parts, (either for devotion or for bufinefs, or who fends his

B ! J'"'„*."'°?""^ '• '"«"'y a tranllatioii from
Polydore VirgiK

t Olhcrt Imvc eftimated hta treafure fo high as
L. 5,joc,o<», a Dim, confidaring the value of
money m thofe days, which, notwithftanding e-
vtry aUowancc wc may bcdifpofed to make for the

kmg's pardmony, and the national opulence, we may
almoll venture to pronounce incredible. After the
importations of Spain and Portugal had made the

?"f'"."'
""»'» comparatively ^enty in Europe,

fir \y,11mm Petty eftimated the whole money of
tngland only at fix milHons. M.

E2
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Agents or al torneys thither, or who may fend moneys for payments to bemade), all fuch ftim. of money as they are minded to fSid, and to de-liver to them fufficient letters (bills) of exchange to the faid parts as

« Ift'^'''^'
™''''"^

n"^
agrements for the faid bills as confcience

^

and the various c.rcumftances of diftance, and other hazards, requireand to receive fuch fums out of the faid exchangings as are due to us'
' he paying anually to us ^30 : 6 : 8. and no more.' [F^dera, T xiii.'
p. 258.

J

.hZf/"'' ^'"v^^'u °'"'^T
"^^^^ ^y '^^ ^'"^^^ ^Sainft making ex'

nfS rj ^^r^^"^ ^\ '^' *^'d royal office
; yet the frequent repetition

A^ •

1
?" ^"^?f"^^>:

"^°^^ ^hat they had been frequently evadedAdmiral James Columbus (fon of the great Chriftopher) now fettledand planted the ifland of Jamaica. The next year they fixed at Nombrede Dios m Darien. the firft phce where they got permanent footine onthe continent In 151 1. they fettled on the |rtat ifland of Cuha\Z
D.Tn y ''h''^°"

^'''''''
'^ ^5^3, rlfey crofFed the ifihmu ofDanen, near where Panama was afterward built, and now firft difcov-

!n/.^ ?,T S^^'^X^.^- I" '515. John Dias de Solis landed at Brafiland loaded his two (hips with Brafil wood for Spain. In 1516 theSpaniards fettled at Panama, and with incredible labour carried thitherover land, from the bay of Darien. the timber, iron-work. afd ringingof two bngantmes which produced the fubfequent difcovery ofS
vLr '^Jl^""-^

'^'^'
'^i ^P''^"^^^^^ difcovered. on the^oafts ofYucatan and Mexico, many ftrudures built with lime and ftone ; and

rt IS faid that Montezuma king of Mexico, had ordered his officers toS t"
SP'™--,^

^

;''»"<l'y' -^o '-already began to trade with them forgold. &c. All thcfe matters, for the fpace of about ten years, we havecurfonly thrown together, as being verVlittle material to be e^argedon
;
tor as, in their many attempts to make new fettlements, they metwith various ofles fro.n the native Indians (whom they often treaTedcruelly), as alfo from ftorms. and the change of climates, fo. u{i,n thewho e. It may be truely faid. that, until the year 1519, when theTmaf-tered the empire or kingdom of Mexico, and thereby gained an Tn-menferundottreaiureto old Spain, all their expedidons and fet^,mems were rather pronnfing, than immediately profitable to Spain.

I IS well worthy of remark, how much England has improved ingardening, fruits, roots, and pot-herbs, within the two laft centuriesIn he former parr king Henry ViJI's reign, it feems there w re nofort of what wc ulually call fallads to l.e found in England, nor any car^rots, cabbages turnips, or other fuch edible roots, but thofe roots werebrought from Holland and Flanders. This we find in fimdry autlTorshow much foever fome moderns may be furpri^ed therea" And r^^^^^^^

^727llV^o^T"'v'f^'f
''''''' fcheme'(printed at London III

1723. m 8vo0 for rehef of the poor, and for paying old debts without
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new taxes], «ven queen Katharine herfelf could not, at t'nis time, have
a fallad for dinner, until the king fent over to the Netherlands for a
gardener, to cultivate thofe herbs and roots here, where we are now
better fupplied therewith than perhaps any other part of Europe.
1510.—Inthis year we find, by Meurfius's Hiftorica Danica [Z. ii,

fiart 3,] that the Baltic fea was much frequented by Ihips from France,
England, and Scotland ; for king John of Denmark's dominions being,
at this time, invaded by a fquadron of fhips from Lubeck, which burnt
feveral towns on his coafts, he, in his urgent neceflity for getting ready
the beft fleet he could, prefled all the fhips of thofe three nations into
his fervice. But the Swedes joining the Lubeckers, and king John
thereby finding himfelf ftill inferior at fea to the Hanfeatics, purchafed
/hips of England, France, and Scotland, his allies, at a great expenfe

;

fo that, in the year following, his fleet, now fuperior to that of the Lu-
beckers and Swedes, ranged over the Baltic, took all the • Hanfeatic
fliips they could meet with, burnt the fuburbs of Travemund (the port
of Lubeck), and would have deftroyed all the ftiips there, had not the
Lubeckers, in good time, drawn them farther up into the town.
Next, the Danifli fleet boldly invaded the haven of Wifmar, burnt its
fuburbs, and carried off fourteen of their ftiips. After this they de-
ftroyed Warnemund, and burnt many villages belonging to Roftock
and Straelfund, &c. So great was the lofs of the Hanfe towns in the
fpace of one year, by this great diligence of the Danifti king. The
Hollanders alto are (by other accounts) faid to have fent flnps to the
afliftance of the king of Denmark againft the Lubeckers, who had
taken eight of their fliips; and, in. this war, the province of Hol-
land loft fifty ftiips, according to Penfionary De Witt's Intereft of
Holland.

So great a plenty or cheapnefs of provifions was there in this year
1510 m the province of Zealand, • That the eighth part of a meafure
ot wheat, a fat goofe, a pound of butter, and a pot of Poidou wine
were altogether lold for fix ftivers.' [Meterani Hijl. Belg. LA * 8

ed. 1597.] An mftance of plenty of provifions, or of fcarcity of money'
Icarcely to be paralleled in hiftory in fo late an age. /

x.Tt''^T?^'^-^^(.P^^^^ ''"'^ friendftiip was concluded between Henry
VIII and Louis XII of France. All that relates to commerce therein is.

I) I hat all imports or tolls laid on merchants or others, in either

''°ttT^'u'^' l'*"
*^^ ^^^ -^7 years, ftiould be utterly aboliftied.

II) I hat all merchants, even Venetians, Florentines, and Genoefe
might freely navigate the feas, armed or unarmed, cither with theirown flnps carracks. and gallies, or with thole of other nations ; and
that the Venetians might treely and fafely refort to England and de-
part thence at pleafure, during the term of this treaty, which was for
the Uves of both kmgs, and one year after him who llmll firft dcceafe :
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Alfo the Florentmes and Genoefe might hereby freely refort either totrance or Lngland
; provided the Venetians did no injury to 'he fub!

^'trrf^u^"' ^?^' '"^ '^'' g«'"S o^ returning. "' ^ '
^""^

111) 1 hat no letters of marque or reprifal fhould beiflued from eitliercountry, but folely againft the principals themfelves and thSr effedsand^th« not till juilice had been manifeftly denied. [fI^X t^^[

.afnZt
'^^^J!7^flo"^fl^«d the famous and eminent philofopher andaftronomer. Nicholas Copernicus, of Thorn, in PoHlh Prulfia who tra-veiled to Rome and other parts of Europe, to converfe wkh' The moftfamous men of the age, on the true knowlege of the appearances do

^'l^^^rr^'^^ofth. planets, fixed ftars. &c. fo ufeKTaW
ors and cofmographers

; and introduced fuch a new and excdfentfyftemofaftronomy. as. with fundry great improvements fince made

ng from the fuperionty of the Danifli one, a Dutch fleet, homewardbound from Livoma, confifting of 250 merchant-fliips. and f^S
S is al'^P"'''^

'"
^'^^l

"^ '^' Lubeckers; who.V feems. thou^Khis a fair opportunity to be revenged of the Hollanders for invadfnghe commerce of the Eaft lea, which the Vandalic towns ftiU imaginedhey ought entire y to engrofs to themfelves, as they had. inde^^done

the Zf r"^""" ^'"-^ ^"^ '^' "^^ controverfies Lween th^m and

fubfifted S
''' ^""^^-^"^"g^^he i-ights of commerce i.i thofe feas, ftill

o f.ll n^ rl. n u
5"'^ '^'"

''^H''^
^^°^^ monopolizers of commerce

hJn V ?"fl'^
fl^^N^niany of which they took, and others theyburnt; the reft fled to Bornholm, where the vidorious Danifli fleetthen lay

;
and the Hollanders imploring their afllftance to revenge the

purfued the Lubeckers whQ. to avoid falling into tliir h;»nds, were

nd wer'e J T. ^"T '' '^''
^l^'

^^^^ ^'^ ^^^'
" ''^^ '^^ HoSnders!and were glad to efcaiie into their own port of Travemund, with a fewof the Dutch prizes; the reft, which the Danes had recovered from theLubeckers they reftored to the Hollanders. w1k> neverthelefs loft agood part of this large fleet. This ftiows how early the HoUanders hada confiderable commerce in the Baltic fea. and. at^he fame thneXw

peror Maximihaa m fo outrageous a manner i no wonder, therefore,

r !;^nr"5 T «T ^PP'^^^y^^S -, ^r the Danes, at this time, rodetriumphant in the Baltic, and leized the Vandalic ftiips every where*

1

'#



A. D. 15 1 1: S9
King Henry VIII having it much at heart to revive the claims of

his predecefTors on the kingdom of France, it will, we apprehend,
be no very had entertainment to an Englifti reader, to learn how early
fome clear-fighted perfons at court faw the ill tendency of the perni-
cious ichemes of England making conquefts on the continent, in fub-
ftance (from lord Herbert) as follows, viz. If, when all Guienne,
Anjou, Touraine, and (for a long while) Normandy was ours, and
when the duke of Breta^ne was our friend, and the houfe of Burgundy
an aflured ally and confedc;rate, we yet could not advance our defigns
in France, what hope is there now to attain them ? Let it be even
granted, that as many battles as we fought againft the French were al-
moft fo many vidories, what was this kingdom the better for them ?

Had we ever a more glorious time than that of king Edward III, and
was yet the country then ever more poor or weary of the wars ?—You
will (in our records and hiftories) find, that the kingdom was then
much exhaufted of its treafure (he mi-^ht have added alfo of its men)
and (hall we truft now to better days ? What though, with our 12,000
or 15,000 men, we have often defeated their armies of 50 000 or 60,000,
ftands it with reafon of war to exped the like fuccefs ftill ? efpecially
fince the ufe of arms is changed, and for the bow (proper for men of
our ftrength) the caleever (or hand-gun) begins to be generally receiv-
ed ; which, befides that it is a more coRly weapon, requircth a long
pradtice, and may be managed by the weaker fort. Let us, therefore,m God's name, leave off our attempts againft the terra firma, as the
natural fitnation of iflands feems not to fuit with conquefts of that kind.—Or when we would enlarge ourfelves, let it be that way we can and
to which. It feems, the eternal providence has deftined us, which is
by fea—The Indies are difcovered, and vaft treafure brought from
thence every day

; let us therefore bend our endeavours thitherwards :

and if the Spaniards or Portuguefe fuflfer us not to join with them
there will be yet region enough for all to enjoy

'

miral of England) was thereupon fent out with
two armed (hips agaiifl the Scottifh crnifers. In
the Downs he fell in with Andrew Barton return-
»"K to Scotla.id in his Ihip the /./an, attended by
a fmall vcfT^I called the I.il.'/e Jenny (June 151 1 ).An obllinate engajrement enliied, wherein Barian
wan mortally wounded

i and bbth his veffols were
carried into the Thames. The Li.Mi was taken
into the Icrviee of the king of EnglauJ, who till
now had only one (hip of war belonging to him-
felf (or to tiic pvihlic). callwi the Great Ua,Ty :
and thus by the accimon of the Scottidi Lion
the royal nivy of England was doubled. [Epift.
"•i"""- •^»'- ^ '-/f; 9«. tf"iq--LeJly,pp. ,36,
i^o.—Herberrs llljL of Hen. VIII, /,, ,5 ] 'fhe
capture of thefevcnbUmtcrrupt.'d tlx amity and
commercial intercourfe, whicli had ful.fiacd be-
tween the Britifli kingdoms luico the niari-aire of

liad ju(l failed from tlw fame port. Aftrr a re-

Jrvfentation of the injury to the king of Portugal,
ames III had granted letters of reprifal to the

funs ot the injured commander: but no adive
ftf ps were taken to nrofecme the Dffair till the
reign of Junen V, when the letters of reprifal
were renewed, and many rich prine» were taken
from the Portn^ucfe, whoft- (lilps were at this time
by far the mod valuable of any upiin the Wellern
ocean. The vindication of their own, and ihi- na-
tion's wrongs, 'hub committed to the Baitaiis as
a private patrimonial inheritance, was perh.ips
found too pr (itable to be willingly relinquillud

;

and there is reafoii to apprehend, tliat the retalia-
ti^.n was pmlued after fufficient fatisfaOion vvas
obtaiiud, and at lad degenerated into piracy. The
Baitans are even aocufed of plundering Englidi
vellc.s, on pretence of foaithing for Po-'iuniefe
nropcttY • and Kd; ' v . _

>d He
mug
'lira iflei rU5 ad- j dU.e. iV with the daughter of Henry Vil," M.
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fu^ ^"l^

'^^""^ of Cuba, in the Weft Indies, was not en-
tirely fubdued by the Spaniards till ihis year, when it is faid, they hadby various cruelties ami tortures, totally deftroyed the numerous na-
tives

;
and as it never could be repeopled in any reafonable degree bvSpam (being 660 miles in length), it ftill re.nains, in a great measure

a defert to this day. unlefs it be in and near the few towns they have in
It, which hkewife are but poorly inhabited, excepting the famous townand port of Ifavannah, which may poflibly contain near 500c Spa-
niards (exclufive ot negroes), being about half the white inhabitants of
this great ifland

; infomuch that it would probably be totally defertedby Spam, were it not for its important fituation ; more efpeciallv for itsmoft important haven of the Havannah, near the weft end of it -m-mandmg the entrance into the gulf of Florida, through which their
treafure fleets muft necefl'arily fail home to Spain. And as the Havan'nah has always been, and muft ever be, the general rendezvous of their
rieets homeward bound, both from new Spain and from Vera Cruz^rthagena. and Porto Bello, it is juftly called the key of the Spanifh
Weft-Indies This noble ifland produces tobacco much efteemed fu-
gar (though m no great quantity, for want of hands), gineer lona
pepper, and many ufeful drugs, copper mines, excellent fruits and
vines, timber of various kinds, vaft multitudes of black cattle, brought
origina ly from Sp«in.-but there not being people fufficient to eatthem, the Spaniards employ their negroes to kill them (as they alfo dom Paraguay. &c.) purely for their hides, which they fend over to Spainm great quantities.

•' ^

We find, by the moft laborious and judiciou.' Hakluyt. in his fecond
volume, that there was fome commerce from England, and in Englifli
ftiips. up the Mediterranean fea. as far as Scio, in the Levant, even as
early as this year chiefly from London. Briftol. and Southampton.

King Henry VIII of England and king Ferdinand the catholic ofSpain entered into a league againft France. &c. wherein they ftipulated
to maintain a maritime force fuflicient for proteding the commerce ofboth nations, viz. each king 3000 men. armed and equipped for navalwar

;
and king lerdinand was to fend his quota of 40 fliips. fome ofwhich were to be of joo tons burden, and the reft fmaller. down to

100 tons, to rendezvous at Southampton, where Henry's forces were toembark though his quota be not therein fpecified. [Fcedera F xiii
/. 311.]

L , . ^11,

1/vVu^"—'^^? ^^^^ ^^^^ '''^ ^^^^'^ ^ ^^'y particular indenture (in Eng-
hfli) between kmg Henry VIII and his admiral fir Edward Howard
which affords us great light into the manner of fetting out fleets for warm thole times, viz.

I) Befide the 3000 men (as in the preceding year above related) arm-
ed tor fea war, there were to be 700 foldiers, mariners and gunners ia
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ners and gunners.
^ ^ ' '^5° foldiers. and 1232 mari-

II) The admiral to have, for the maintenance of himfelf in di.r afor wages and reward m/" rioJi^r ,, j ^ "^ """icir m diet, and
captai/,/-6 per dTy • "^ '^ ^"^ '*"""« "'= ^J-W ; and «ch

for the coat of every captain and foldier^t/- nn T ''^^"'^^'''^"'^- ^''^w,

gunner 1/8. ^/' ^^^ °^ ^^^^7 marmer and

.0 VJZ tL'::M"''
°'*' '"'' '

'
^"«''* *'"'• *e admiral was

^I'rl'*'^™'''™^"^
'°°° •""^'^-den, 4 pilots. &c. 50 dead

— the Mary Rofe 500
-- the Peter Pomegranate 400 ^^~ John Hopton's Ihip 4007

^^

one of 70 tons. Moreover fo re v?I,ir '"' 5"' "'^ '°° "«• ""d
the admiral was aUowed,woe","71" "o?*.:"' ™'"tl "" ""P'-
55 i in the former 1 2 mariners ind , ?,n„ ,? ,

'
""'' ""= "^^ "f

l>e«de their commanders ; "a h of .'he °i.ft' ''l'^""
'° ""'> " b°y.

vij All the loldiers and failors to hnvp /^ / ^ j j-

ney allowing a day's jomney to'U twd.: m £"j^ '" ™"d„a-mo.
And foralmuch as our fovereij^n ln,vi

"'^^,?"'>-
„

vidualleth the faid army ancmvv^n.ir;^ ^ ^"/°^^ ''^"^ ^^^'-^'-g^.

ferve for the king the one hal^o/'.l
'

f;;'' "^T'^ ^'" therefore rel
which he and the fleet, nVa w "f thLf^iTf ^^'""'"S^^f the war.
voyage, either on land or water - ^-^110 ^ n T

""' ? ^^^^^"^ ^^ ^h«
nnd one fliip-royal of 200 to s or mt; 1 "^K

?'''' ^""'^ clrieftains,

pare] of every p'ri^e to be taken by ^lem^' 7f/'' ?;'^'"*.'"^-'^ ^""^ «?"

^

This Englim fleet vas. bt Ire^emem" J. 1' ^ ^'i''^-
^^^^'^

channel to the ftreiehtslmou h n^n 1
'

^"'"'^ '^^ ^^'^^^ ^rom the

which he intended lo& S FriL u,H°''--.°'"J-''''=^.
^«-•^

Vol. 11. colour of prefentini It
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to queen Anne, wife of Loais XII. But this Feet, in which was the
largeft fliip that bad yet been fecn on the fea *, was loft or difabled by
a Itorm, and the admiral's ill condud.' King James's real intent was
to aid the French king aguinft his brother-in-law, king Henry VIII of
England. ^

Whoever will attentively confider the gradual increafe of the trade
manufoaures. and people of England, muft at the fame time acknow-
lege, that from fome of the old ads of parliament it appears that the
true conditiop and increafe thereof were far from being fairly or juftly
flated, and often egregioufly mifreprefented either in the preamble, orm the mam bodies of fuch ftatutes; fometimes probably to ferve the
temporary and fmifter purpofes of men in power, and perhaps fome-
times only from mere inadvertency and ignorance of the true ftate of
the time compared with elder times ; proceeding alfo from a humour
at all times more or lefs prevailing, of unreafonably depreciating the
prefent, and exalting former, times. Of this we have furely a pregnant
mftance in a ftatute [3 Hen. VllI, c. 8.], intitled, ' Of the affizing of the
price of viduals when a vidualler is chief officer,' (i. e. in a corpt ra-
tion), which proceeds thus

:

Whereas, by a ftatute [12 Edw. II, c. 6.] in the vear 1319. intitled.
No officer of a city or borough ftiall fell wine or viduals during his

office,' it was enaded, that no officer, who, by virtue of his office, was
bound to keep the affizes of wines and vidual, ftiould, during his office
fell wines or viduals, either by wholefale or retail ; ' Now, fmce the
making of which ftatute, many, and the moft part, of all the cities,
burghs, and towns-corporate within this realm of Englan;' be fallen in
ruin and decay, and not inhabited with merchants and men of Inch
fubftance as they were at the time of the making of the forefiid fta-
tute

; for at this day the dwellers and inhabitants of the fime cities and
burghs be moftly bakers, brewers, vintners, fiftimongers, and wl'...;-

viduallers
; and few or no other perlbns of fubftance be within many

of the faid cities and burghs at this day able to bear office within the
fame, and to content, anfwer, and pay unto the king's grace his fee-
farm, wherewith they (i. e. the cities and burghs) be charged f . It is
now enaded, for the eafe, comfort, and relief of the forefaid poor cities,
burghs, and towns-corporate, that whenlbever, and as often as any

which, flie carried 300 fmall aitilkry, called niy-
• This vail fhip drferves more particular notice,

becaufc fhe was not indeed the laijjtil tli:it ever
had been feui, but larger than any vidil (that we
know of) that ever was b lilt iincc the days of
Ptolemy Piiilopator kin;; ot Ei^ypt. Her length
was 240 feet, and her brta'hh 36 feet within and
j6 witiiout ; her fides, which were proof agaiiill

(hot, being 10 feet in tliicknefs. As yet ll)ipa car-
ried guns only on the upper deck, and tins prodi-
j;ious (hip carried only 35 great gnna, 16 on each
JjfJe, i in the fterii a.id i in the buw ; befidcs

ai:d, culverins, double-dogs, &c. Her compl'e
nient, bclides officers, conlilUd of 300 feanieii,

120 gunners, and 1000 foldiers. \_PilJ'rollie's hi/l.

p. 167. <•(/. 1778

—

MS. Hurl. Ku. 46S7 i;pjjL
reg. Scot. r. i,/,p. 39, 137, 214

—

MS. Cott. Ca.
lig. B. vi./. 70 a.] M.

t How abfurd are thefe words, as if the hulk
of a city fliould confill of fuch trad. 3, the rell be-
ing reprcfented as pcrfons unable to fupport thofe
trades

!
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vidualler is chofen to bear any office which ihould have the affizing

and corredion for the Idling of viduals, that then two difcreet and ho-

neft perfons of the fame city or burgh, not being viduallers, fhall be
chofen by the commonalty of the fame city or burgh ; which two per-

fons (jointly), with the faid officer, fhall be fworn to fet the affizes or
prices of viduals during the faid vidualler's office ; and then it fhall be
lawful for the faid vidualler in office to fell wines and vidtuals by whole-
fale and retail.'

* Provided that this adl fhall not extend to difcharge any mini-
fler (aforefaid) of the cities of London, York, and Coventry, for any
wine or vidlual to be fold by retail within the faid cities.'

Now, will any one ferioufly believe, that 200 years farther backward,
and prior to the reign of king Edward III (who firfl gave the great and
mofl advantageous turn to the Englifh commerce and manufadure>),
the cities and towns of England were richer, or indeed near fo rich, as

at this time, when the exports of the native produd and manufadures
of England were greatly increafed, an infallible mark of increafing
riches, and that the moft part of the cities and towns of England were
fallen into ruin and decay fmce the 1 2th year of king Edward II ? Cer-
tainly quite otherwife. It is rather to be fuppofed that fome other la-

tent reaibn produced this law ; but whether it was intended for the eafe
of the other more wealthy inhabitants of the faid cities and burghs, to
bring back the magiftracy to the viduallers, and perhaps alfo for fome
other poHtical purpofe, or for what other reafon, we fhall not abfolute-
ly determine, any more than why York and Coventry, and not Briflol,
Norwich, &c. (though fuperior to them) are (with London) the only
places excepted out of this ad.
And we have fufficient demonftration of the truth of what we have

advanced by another flatute [c. 7.] ' for reftraining the exportation of
* woollen cloths before they be fully manufadured ;' wherein we find,
that the clorljs callf-d veffes, rayes, failing cloths, &c. which in the time
of king Edward IV fold for 40/; were now fold for four merks (and
two years after were ibid at five merks), and that the prices of wool and
workmanfhip were confidcrably advanced in about fifty years, purely
occafioned by the increafe of commerce and people.

In this lame year, king Henry VIII built the greatcft fliip ever known
in England before, at Woolwich, which is faid to be oldefl royal dock
of any place in England. This is the fliip called the Regent, of 1000
tons, already mentioned to be this year fitting out againfl France.
An expired flatute [3 Hen. Fill, c. i .] merits remark. Its title is,

' Every perfm that fliall carry over the fea any money, plate, jewels,
Lc. iball forfeit the double value.' Plate and jewels are in our age
deemed as much a commodity as any other merchandize, and fo aVe
foreign coin and bullion. And in fad, the only fo lid" reafon for prohi-

2 F2
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biting the exportation of our own coin is. when (like our crown^nlecw

ina.K v^ ""^
^''''''* "'^ '^^ continent. Moreover, notwithftand

m.vTc lleH^T'r rn^ ^'T'^^
'^''^ ^'>^ commencement of what

^o? A ,1 r ^'"S^'^' '°y*'^ "^'^y- '• ^- « number of flout Hiios for

7or 'nn?" r ^?t"^'"^/-"'
'''"^ P^'-"^''^-^ntly kept on foot by the c owntor national defence; king Henry VIII beinc the firO F,.. n 1

•

who effcdually puriued thit plan. Ld "r 2 d 111 Sll 'dlnavy-office, with commiflioners. &c. nearly as it nrefem V,' ''^''fP
»

employed great fums of money on hr^Zr^ it as w'^eV^frSconftrudion of llnps of war. as of docks, yards, wharf . ftordioufe &c^efore his tinie there was no fixed and permanent royal navv, but' on "

ordmary occafions. the Cinque-Ports fupphcd the crown wkh a d^^ter^niin.d number of fuch fhips as they had in thofe times ; and on t'euemergencies, we have alfo feen that all the maritime town of the thZdom were bound, on due notice, to fend their quotas of fiih s
- nd n fnners for a determined time, commanded either by theVing or his admiral

;
fuch as was the fleet of king Edward III at the fieL of C.l ds""'

r^^''';.V^:^7.
and other capital expeditions.

^ '^'"

th.r I
^^' S '"\

''rrx'"'
''^d^"i«n« t" Cambden's Britannia, obferves^lat king Henry \ III, m the fourth year of his reign, for he advancen^ent of navigation and commerce, eftabliihed a corporation fo ex'mining, hcenling and regulating pilots, and for order ng and d^S^

tr mr?h ^f^^^f^'
^^y^' &c. which is fliled ' The cor'poradon of 1 ftrm,t)-houfe of Deptford Strond'. and has proved of great bene^t fbr^iceon^punung the valuable ends of it- ndation. Another fodtty forthe like good purpofes, he afterwards euablilhed at Hull by the name

m he ':iT'-^''''^'
^;.""^!

'
-d alfo another at N^eweafiie upon T "eni the year 1537 ;

which three eftablifhments (fays Haklnyt\ were in

Spa ni Tho 01 r
"'"' ,'" ^"»"r

^'^^^'^^^ ^^ ^-d ereJTed rt^s:.X-

Tlu W A t'^
'''"'^^''^'^ "'''"y nnpwrecks in the voyages to and from

e rf 5 •''' ^"^"""^d by ^be ignorance of fean/en^ eftablii eclT
lie cxaniination of oilier pilots and mariners ; he alfo direded books tobe publ.nied on that fubjed for the ufc of his mariners. The king byhis charter confirmed to the Deptford trinity-houfe fociety all

' t£ancient r.ghts, privileges, &c. of the fliipmen a, d mariners of Fn^landund their feveral pofleflions at Deptford\ whereby it is ^ ain thry Iv i
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been a foci'ety long before, though no whe)-e recorded how long. This
corporation (whofe powers, &c. have been fince confirmed and aug-
mented by lucceeding kings) have alfo the power of appointing pilots
for the king's flups, and for examining and fixing their wages and cer
tifymg their quahfications, and thoie of the mafters of fhips of war •

alfo for clearmg and deepening the Tliames by bailaft-hoys, with which
ballaft they iupply the ftnppuig. They have alfo the examination of
the forty mathematical boys of Ch rift's Hofpital ; they have Ukewife
power to hear and determine complaints of officers and failors in the
merchant fervice

; (o that this corporation is eminently ufeful to the
nation. -^

Tliat finery, or gaiety of apparel, was much increafed with the in-
creafe of commerce in England, appears plain from an ad of parlia-mcnt of this year [c. 6,] reciting part of an ad of the 12th of Ed-ward IV (not printed) whereby the cuftom-houfe officers are prohibit-
ed to take any thing whatever for ftamping imported cloth of gold andcloth ot filver, vaudekin velvet, daraafk, fatin. farcenet. tariton cani-
et, and other cloths of filk, and of filk and gold and filver. It' i^Tn
this new ad fa.d That many times the merchants import, in one fh ponly, three or four thoufand pieces of thofe merchandize, which (fay^
this ad) amounts to L. 30 or L. 40 to thofe officers, thus a-ainft hw
flUl extorting 2r/ for fealing each piece.'

">> a^aimt law

Jf"^ i^J^f'''
^^'''"g f'-om Spain, along the coaft of Brafil fouth-ward, firft difcovered the great river which they named Rio de la P atiin .35 degrees foutli of the equator, in the country of Paraguay

h..'r^'fZ 1 "?/^ %*'!' '^'"'•^" '^''' "g^""'^ '^'^''^'^ (%s lord Her-be.t.
. 50. in Ins life of that prince), thought fit, in the firll place toclear the fea from the French navy. He therefore fent out his fleet'tlward Breft, confifting of 42 fail, befides leffer barks, witrout Lclfyin;(as the preceding year, nnlefs indeed they were the identical fleet "fthat year) their tonnage, or their guns, or rntes; neither indeed "ithrelped to the laft, can we conceive that it (vi. the rate of S; ffi 1

S

had been as yet, nor even long after this time, brought in o ufe anywhere in Europe
:
Ana his lordfl^ip probably would have given po^ftenty the tonnage, and number of guns on the French fide^X Indthey been leh upon record

; but cither fo incurious, or elfe fo nedigen, were the hiftonans of thofe times, that they htve too oLnne
g eded fuch .natters, which in our times would be reckoned unpa. don"abe,whiUl they ohen with the greatcft exadnefs. entertain uT^^tedious dua.l ot a public entry, or other trifling (how or c iv Ic-ideBurchet, however, ui Ins naval hiftory. accjuaints us. that the 1 Si ofki ig Henry's Hups, named the Ke^ent, grappled /befor. Rr.rtf •

1

the largelt of the French fliips, named^^ij^t^ch^^^
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cidentally fet on fire, both {hips were confumed, with all their crews •
;

the fight of which fo terrified the reft of the French fleet, which had
juft come out of Breft. to the number of 39 fhips, that they all retired
again into that port, and fo put an end to this marine campaign ; though
others give a very diflPerent account of this matter, and reprefent the
French to have been fuperior to the Englifli fleet, which (after lofing
their admiral Howard) was forced to retire home.

Utider the year 1511, we have obferved (from Hakluyt), that the
Enplifh began to have Ibme commerce in the Levant fea. We now
find king Henry Vllf appointing one Juftiniano to be mafter, gover
nor, protedor, or conful, of all the merchants and other Englifli fub-
jeds. in the port and ifland of Scio, or Chios, in the Archipelago, ftill

poflefled by the Gcnoefe, with powers to govern them, and receive the
profits of his oflSce. This ifland is celebrated for the drug called ma-
ft;ic. [Fcedera, K xiii, p. 253.]
The fame year king Henry VIII farther confirmed the privileges of

the company of merchants-adventurers of England, with refped to their
exportation of Englifli woollen cloths, &c.
On the very next page of the Foedera, we find king Henry VIII en-

tering into a league with the emperor Maximilian, king Ferdinand of
Spain, and pope Leo X, againft king Louis XII ofFrance,under the fcarce-
ly-fpccious fliow of defending the pope and the church, and agreeing
to allow loo.oco gold crowns for fupporting this fliam holy war. Andm the fame year (/>. 381), he ftipulates to pay 200,000 crowns to Maxi-
milian, for keeping up 4000 horfe and 6000 foot in the Netherlands
for the fame purpofe ; as alfo for enabling Henry's garrifon of Tour-
nay to defend that place from the French.
A magazine and florehoufe for the royal navy was now firft ereded

at Deptford, near London, which has fince become a large town, more
populous than many corporation-towns, occafioned by the noble royal
docks, florehoufes, dock-yards, wharfs, &c. fince er ited there.

King Ilcniy VIII, confidering how much the river Thames was ex-
pofcd to infulrs from foreign enemies, now erected a platform of can-
non at Gravefend, and another oppofite to it on the Efll-x fliore, where
Tilbury fort was afterwards built.

The king, to repair the lofs of his fine fliip, named the Regent, cauf-
ed another to be built (fays Hall's chronicle), fuch an one as had'never
l)efore been feen in England, and named it tlie Henry Grace de Dieu !

1514—Giiicciardin, in his defcripvion of the Netherlands, acquaints
us, tJKit the city of Antwerp being, by its vail commerce, greatly en-
larged with new buildings, wac. now furrounded alfo with a new and

• In the E:ig\llh Hup 700 men, and in the for, that the French fhip was Uill larger thjin the
.iciichonc v:^:. I'.n.'^.ed. 1: !5 jirobable, there- Regent, [Slew's annJes, p. iiz2, c,l. 1600.^ M.
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more exteniive wall, being the fecond wall that had been built round
that city.

Notwithftanding the preparations made in the preceding year for a
confederate and pretended religious war againft king Louis XII of
France, a treaty of peace was concluded between king Henry VIII andhim, for both their lives, comprehending alfo an intercourfe of com-merce ; whereby it was ftipulated,

' I)
T!?'?*

"" ^"^'*^s or burdens on commerce, in both countries, im-
pofed within the laft 52 years, fhall be abfolutely repealed.

• II) And that all foreign merchants, and particularly the Venetians
and Floremines.fhould be at full liberty to fail to either kingdom, arm-ed or unarmed, with their fliips and merchandize.

' HI) No letters of marque or reprifal to be iffued by either of thecontraaing parties againft any but the principal delinquents, and theiretteds and abettors and not even againft thofe until juftice has beendenied, after being formally demanded.

. ^VfJ"" ""T^^? ""^'^I^
°^*^^' ^'^'^'y' ^^e^^" J^i^gs engaged m ituallvto aflift each other with land and fea forces ; the aftiftanc? by fea oneither fide, being ftipulated to be 5000 ormed men, with (hips fit fu-war cannon gunpowder, ftones (for they had not as yet fallen into the

ut r. M 1 ""'r^' ^''u' PT'^^""^' ''""'' ^'^d other neceflaries foruar. luituble to the number of men above fpecified, at the expenfe ofe party demanding fuch afllftance. But here is no fpecification Athe precife number, or of the burden of .he Oiips

de-iux .n^h''
""^-'^^^ himfelf to confirm to the Englifli, trading at Bour-deaux. all the privileges and immunities granted cither hy himfeF orhis predecefTors kmgs of France.' [Fcedo a. F. xiii, p. 41 2.]

°'

ro li'" ^'"'•'T 1 ^^^'V
^'"^"^ ^^"g^^^^'- °f »he late king Henry VIT

crown'^T^'" K r^
^°"^^™ "^ ^••^"^'^' -'-'^ fi-^^^1 ^^ 400.000 goldcrowns

;
of which fum it was agreed that one half flioold g; towardsthe lady s equipage, gold and filver plate, jewels, clothes Ccc Zuheother liaU .as to he deduced out of a million of crown', ^^^hich Loilby another treaty with Henry, of this fame year, flipula e. ti pay hi4'for deferting the confederacy

; although the plaufibl? pretence tWthi"ft.pulation
W.-JS exprefil-d to be for fundry old claims if.he crown oftngland on that of France. [Fadera, F.xw, pp. 428 4v 1In this year alfo. we fee the form of a nianumillion granted by kineHenry VIII to tv.operfons. vi.. 'Whereas, originally God creat^edaUmen free; but afterward the laws and cuftoms of nutioL fubieXTltmeunder the yoke ot fen^itude. We think it pious and me tor ous wkhGod. to make certam perlons abfolutely free from lervitude who areat prefcnt under villenage to us. Wherefore we do now acc-rrdindvmanumit and free from the yoke of f.rvitude. Henry Knight a urltrand John Erie a huft,andman. our natives (i. e. ou/flav's) as be ng



'"
!

I 1

,!i|iL
i

3;

'4m
'! ''!''

mm

481 A, D. 1514.

!!

bom in our manor of Stoke-Clymmyflancle, in our countv of Comwal together wxth all their ifrue^born^ or h;reafte7to be^l .nj'

;lu' "d'bv them'"?' '-V^f^;^'^^^^y
-quired, or hercaSr to beacqmijd by them; fo as the faid two perfons, with their illlie fh-.ll

[s^:^^^i- 7^^^^ "^ -''' °- '-'' ^-' -'^ o^^- -^
"

1515—Meurfius [Bi/hria Z)W.^, Z. iii.] obferves, thattheDanes hidfor a long time complained of the arbitrary proceedings of the Hanlftowns m commercial matters; and particuL^ly that whnhycW^^
tlieu- merchandize to thofe towns for fale, they were not permitted toaOc what price they tliought fit for the fame; but tl^e mSates ofthofe Hnnfe towns aj.med a power of arbitrarily fetting a price there-on

;
and thofe magiftrates being generally merchants tlfemfelves tookgreat advantage thereof whereby the Danes were frequently ohligedtofellat a lofin,, price, they not being permitted to reexport their' rner^chandize from thole towns, after they had once expofed them to Me-

^elT H? ' ;' T '°T"'^ ^" ^^" '^'"^ '' '^' P^^« fi^ft fixed o of:fered they had no other remedy but to lodge them in the citiz^iswarehoufes till the prices fhould change in their favour. The gr^aquantity moreover, of com, butter, filh, &c. thereby carried oJtofDenmark, rendering provifions much dearer, and diftreffing to the poorking Uirift.ern IT therefor direded, that for the future ah thofe mer-'chandize fliould be expoled to fiile only at Copenhagen, whither alfo hebrought the ncheft merchants from other parts of his dominions Tins
this prince (though m other refpeds a cruel tyrant) brought Copenha-gen to be the eniporuim or ftaple for all Danifli merchandize, Tthegreat detriment of Lubeck, Wifmar, Roftoc, Straelfund. Stetin &cIhis was one great blow ro the commerce of the Hanfe towns whofearbitrary proceedings put other princes and ftates upon the like mea-lures; aiid as men grow wifer by experience, it alfo init them unonmanufirtures and other branches of commerce at home which gradual-
ly brought on the farther decay of thofe Hanfe towns

^ " '^

In England new mcafures were projeded for the farther prevention
of fniudsin the nianufadure of woollen cloths; and by two ftatutes
[cc 8, 9] the weight of thoic" cloths is dircded to be alcertained, andorders made to prevent aretching in their meafure. as alfo Ihrinking •

and otI)er regulations touching the wool, yarn, &c. And Blackwell^
hall IS hrlt named ihcroin, though doubtlefs of a much longer Hand-mg, as a repofiroryfjr woollen cloths. ^

t!",?^ '7^'^ "^
^T'':*'

^""^ commerce was concluded between Hen-ry VllI and Francis
, m nearly the fame terms as the former one inthe year iS'4,;vi^h Lou.s XII, now dead, viz. for both their lives; andone year after the cmmon manner of treating in ihoie times), withan additional chuilc, prohibiting the privateers of cither nation to let
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fail, without giving Tecurity not to injure any of the fuble^s of theother contraanjg party, and to prevent them from felhngthefbooty in

^?xS,""476:f" ^"'' " '''''''''' '"PP"" of provilonr [?X
Henry VIII having complained to the fenate of Genoa a^ainft tCnew duty la;d on the merchandize of his fubjeds i'Ahe^r Ind of Scbthey m the year ,5,7. informed him, that the heavy ai^nual tribm^Nv^jich they were obUged to pay to the grand fignLTfor "he mandobhged them to impofe the duty which Ins fubfeds complained of •

Wherefore they humbly hoped his Majefty would not anTHe Men

betteTHenTv Vllf^ 'J^^J^'^^^ourk of commerce was concluded

with former treaties with Spam ; with this addiSn tS L cl tl

town wuhout walls) is become a very large city
^ ^ ^'^^ '" "^^^^

by li^SS'St'vice'^S^J
mention, a voyage made u. this year

from England o the coaftT of Brim a^^"?"^'
^'"^ ^'^''^''''' <^"*^"^

ca, by order o/king Henrt VIU ^^t'l^
"^'"' ^'"^ °^ ''^"'" ^'^'''^

In many differetu pe" ods e'fi'n he^S^nf' I'" fa'^^'^^*"
°^"-

-nftantly compIah.in^ (and irrticlrl^^e'^^'^rcktt'r:^^^^
inices committed by the Danes- For inft. nL u ^ '"'^ """
ku.g of Denmark, juft afterT^;n/conftied •-/" '^"

^'T T^' ^^^

towns, feized on nine- I « v»,X ^ concluded a peace with the Hunie
ga. On the ot^er hand "heLXr o' ^^'^'' ''^^'^^ ^''^'''' ^"'•"'" ^i"
and efpecially Uibe^k 'in ver^ „h T'"'

1^='*"^ '^' "="^*'^ '^^^»«.

Vol! II. ^ ' ^ '^'> ''^'^"^ ^'°^*^"'-«. ^'^^ as being ever the
G



t

?o A. D« 1516.

I'ifH

Implacable enemies of Denmark : But as at this diftance of time ikw are

not well able to judge of the groimds of matay of their quarrels, fince

both fides fet off their refpedive caufes plaufibly, we fhall not deter-

mine thereupon, any farther than hiftorically to note, that the feizurfr

produced an eight years war between them, till this year 15 '6 ; during
which fpace the city of Hamburgh alone carried on a trade with Nor-
way and Denmark, without any regard to Lubeck and the other Van-
dalic cities at war with that crown ; whereby, and by their trade with
England and the Netherlands, Hamburgh marvelloufly increafed ia

•wealth. [Werdenbagen, refp. Hanf. V. impart 3, c, 17.]

The commercial intercourfe between England, and Charles, fovereign

of the Netherlands, was renewed for fire years to come ; when it was
farther ftipulated,

I) That the Englifli, carrying their merchandize to Antwerp, which
is in the province of Brabant, (hall not there be obliged to pay the
tolls of Zealand ; neither when they carry their merchandize to Ber-

gen-op-zoom *, or to Middleburg, (hall they be obliged to pay the tolh

of Brabant, but folely thofe of Zealand.

II) That the merchants of either country (hall not make bywlaws and
ibitutes amongft theinfelves, for agreeing not to buy the goods of cer-

tain towns or perfons of the other country ; neither fhall either fide fet

a fixed price on the merchandize of the other fide, at their fiiirs and
markets, but all perfons »hall be free on both fides, to buy and fell as

they beft can.

Laftly, Within one year from the date hereof, a formal congrefe Ihall

be held, for terminating all complaints of the fubjedJs of both princes,

either general or particular, relating to tolls, cuftoms, the flaple, &c.
[Fxdera, V. xiii, pp. 533, 539]

Thus were the traders of England and the Netherlands perpetually

complaining and treating about grievances ; and yet both parties flill

found it their intereft to go on trading with each other.

This year put an end to the famous monarchy of the Mamelucs in

Egypt, after it had lafted upwards of 300 years. It feems thatCampfon
Gaurus, their fifteenth monarch or fultan, had, about or foon after the

year 1501, unhappily joined with Ifmael, fophy of Perfia, againft Selim

I, the Turkifh emperor, who proved too hard for them both, and found

means tr dethrone and kill Tonombeius, the fon of Campfon Gaurus.

The Mamelucs, however, made refiflance to the power of Selim for

fome years after ; yet he at length reduced, firft, the port-towns of Sy-

ria, as Tripoli, Sidon, &c. and next the city of Damafcus. Lafily,

he reduced the entire country of Egypt, after taking the vaft city of

Cairo, in the year 1516. This was a great blow to the balance of {wwer

Id tbc 01 iginal BergliK, whkb may fn)mft bf tbc Dutch oiMnc of Mobi.



ptike Eaft, by ihwrwing two fucfe aoble countries as SyrFa and Egypt
into the feaJe of the Turkifli empire, already too ponderous ; wheretw
liie fukan* were enabled to give the kw in the Levant Teas, and to dSJ.
trefs the commerce and territories of Vmiice and Genoa in thofe parts
4s they fooB effedually did. It alfo gave them the dominion of both
fides of the Red fca, and on the coaft of Africa without that fea and
touth-eaft on the Arabian fliore. It iikewife gave the Turks the ineans
©f going by fea to Eaft-India, to the great annoyance of the Portuguefe
«i thofe parts, as may be feen in the hiaories of their Indian conquefti.
The city of Antwerp conftantly increafing in wealth and commerce

and the city of Bruges as conftantly declining, fuch foreign merchants
as had not before left the latter, removed in this year to Antwerp. The
Englifh had removed thither in the preceding year : So there nf>w only
remained a few Spaniards at Bruges y yet ilie fliiple for EncUih wool
was not as yet removed thence.

r '^'Z'T^®"^
Portuguefe ffiips, attended by four Malayan (hips, failed

from Malacca for Chma. with an ambalTador to the Chinefe emperorwho travelled from Canton to Pekin, all the way over land.
'

M ^f^ ^i!
account we have of the gnmd cod^fifhery on the banks of

Newfoundland was m this ytar. when an Englifh fhip of 250 tons ar-nved at the ifland of Puerto Rico, pretending Oie came with another to
difcover a paOage to Cathay, and had been at Newfoundland. wher«
diere were fifty Spanift French, and Portuguefe ftiips on the fishery.Thence fhe feUed for Hxfpaniola. but being fired at from the caftlemurned to Puerto-Rico. and departing thence, was never heard ofS i

^^''^^'' ^'^"^''^ ^ "'' P- 499. Hererra dates it two years

So great an event, and fo fi-aught with intcrefting confequences aswas the reformatKm of a great part of Chriftendom from pop^^c'annot alogether be paired over m fiience for fundry obvious reafons : yetas ecclefiaftical hxftory is not our province, it will fuffice that we bneflyobferve. under this year ,517. that Pope Leo X. being, or feemh^g tobe. alarmed at the conqueft of Syria and Egypt from the Mameli?by Sehm the- grand fignior. publiflied a croiJkde aglft the ^urk^-and. for that ieemmgend. difperfed his indulgences 111 over Chriften'

fit of 7hor rrt
^" ^'^^''""y ^^P^^^'^ °^ in Germany, that the bene-ht of thofe indulgences were even to extend to the dead, whole loulsupon payment by their heirs. &c. of a fum of money Ce imm :

diately to be redeemed out of purgatory ; and Guicciardfni. '^11™
of Italy, relates, that thole powers for releafing fouls out of puru-ilrvwere openly played for m taverns: which fca^ndalous proceeSrel^cited Martm Luther, a monk, and proieflbr of divinity at XVirariber^m Saxony to attack the papal power, wherein being fupported by Fre^dcrick eledor of Saxony, &c. a reformation of reUgion^J. s gra^a ly
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tj^ought about in feveral. kingdom, and ftates of Europe. That fereat?vent has proved very beneficial to thofe countries wherein- proeEffm has been firmly eftablifhed ; fmce, by fupprefling the idl/dron« W
Ro'tnT^"' ^"^P""-L^ ft°P

V""'
g'eat'fLs annually ^^^d SRome, and earned to other parts for pilgrimages, &c. their people artmore xncreafed and more profitably employed for the ge,LKnefi7and the,r money, before fo unworthily diffipated. i now eTploy^^^^^^^

Aow%h" '""""T^'a ^^'i f"^^
^^Sht^be laid on this fSS ofhow the many benefits which have accrued to thofe feveral countries

mats ^"^^^';^^V^' ^^^°"-r^°"
"^ ^^'^S^^*^

'
but as thefe geS "emarks may be fufficient for our prefent purpofe. we fl.all leave ourreaders to ^pply the reft, as their feveral inclinations fhall dired t^.',..^5i»—On May-day 1518, there was a ftiameful riot (fays Hall in his

tices, fervants. watermen, and priefts.. again ft foreigner*, by pulUng^dowa, and nflmg their houfes. &c. The complaints a^in ft them were!

VJf 1

^'^
""Ta

^""'^^ ''"™^'" °^ 'bem employed Js artificers, thatheEnghlh could get no work : That the Englifti merchants had httle
to do, byreafon the merchants-ftrangers bring in all filks. cloths of
gold, wine, oil iron. &c that no man almoft buyeth of an Englilh-man: They alfo export fo much wool, tin. and lead, that Englilh ad-
venturers can have no living

: That foreigners compafs the ci!y roundabout m Southwark. Weftminfter, Temple-bar. Holborn, sluZms (Ic Grande). St John's ftreet. Aldgate, Tower4iill. and St. Ca-
therines; and they toreftal the market, fo that no good thing forthem cometh to the market, which are the caufes that EngUfhmen
want and ftarve. whilft foreigners live in abundance and pleafure:
Ihat the Dutchmen bring over iron, umber, and leather ready ma-
nufadured and nails, locks, balkets. cupboards, ftools. tables, chefts.
girdles, laddies, and painted cloths ».' Dr. Bell's Spiral fermon on
Eafter-Tuefday had greatly mcreafed the people's jealoufy of foreign-
ers. I faw faid John Lincoln Cthe chief inftigator of the pe.pie), on
a Sunday this Lent, 600 foreigners ftiooting at the poppinjay with crofs-
bows. rh,s not was over by dawn of day. called Evil May-day. Se-
veral ot thofe rioters were hanged, and the king pardoned the reft
Ihe pretended crimes ot thofe foreigners were probably their workinp
cheaper, and being more induftrious than our own people, whofe ex-
c ufive privileges within the city kept the foreigners in thofe out-pans
above named out of the f cedom ; thereby getting much of the trade
otc, trom the freemen f

.

A treaty was now concluded between king .lenry Vill and Francis I,

* Tlicfe accu^.tions

commercial cond.tlon ol ,.aman st m.R iimc. yirma/et, ri. ».»
j A v«r>' c.rtun-.llai.rial accouut of Uii« g«at /u 151, /j. 161*

5ns throw fome ll^ht o.) the mt is given by Stow, who dates it i„ .51;, h. hi,
I of I «nd»., .t th>R time. ^^„/„, ^. 848, „/, ,Cbo , Su^ry i} t,»^,„,
laiitial accouut of ilus gicat /u iji,/</. lat*. AI. , . ,
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the French kiftg, fottht marriagfi of Mai^, Henry's daughter, ^'itKthcdauphm ofFra^ce
;
wherein Henry ftipulatcs to pay sfo.ood croW^T

nf2^ fp T'^rT '^""^'f'
',^*= '^^^'' P^*^°^' ^tTt did not tm

place. [Fa?i<?rtf, ^ xm, ^ 632.] t i. ;'.r •

,

Andin/> 642 we have a treaty, whereby Henry ftipulates do deliverto Francis the city and territory of Toumay. with Mortagne and SfAmande
;
for which Francis ftipulates to pay him 600,000 phjwns. (tf

35 lols rournois each, at fundry diftant payments. " * ''ni. aJy'nif

By a commercial, or rather maritime treaty, between king MenrVyill and king Francis I, the title of which is TraBatus BepredatioJs
It appears there were in thofe times many violences, robberies and nt-

'^L ^°"^"ll««? °; the feas of Europe. For the prevention wheredf
It was now ftipulated,

r^\\}^f^f ^' ^r^""!' *^« ^'^"'^'^^' vice-admiral, and mafter of therolls, for England, and at Rouen, the like officers for France fhould
reciprocally be the judges of fuch enormities.

'

' II) Thfefecurity which mafters and owners of fhips gave Cbv former
treaties), on their fetting fail, not to injure the fuSjeds of tK^'
contrading party on the feas or in the port, was by this treaty madegeneral viz. That they fhould not injure Iny nation whatever ^

III) Ships, on their return home, were to undergo a ftrid examina-
tion, and to give a juft count how they came by any fhips mer-chandize, or prifoners.w. - they might bring home as booty.' fF*.alfm, K xiu.^, 649.] ^ L,!^

Since all the powers of Europe keep up a ftanding maritime forceeven in times of peace, fuch piratical violences amongft nations in IZtty have ceafed, becaufe they would be fo eafily detefted, and fo fpeedily

And here it may be proper to remark, that in almoft all the general
treaties between England and France, for about roo years backVArdfrom this time, England (along with fuch other powers^ are con ^re-hended by her lu thofe treaties) generally has comprehended, and • ^owexprefsly comprehends, the community and fociety of the Teutonk

We may alfo note, that king Henry VIIT was the firft king of Ene-and that had any corrdpondence with the Swifs cantons. Ihom hetherefore generally comprehends in his treaties, under the title of tieHelvetic Lords (' Domini Hclvetiijive Suften/es ')

In this year, according to Thuanus [L. li.]. ' fourteen of the Hanfe-towns were cut off from their general confederacy.' (for irreSTlu"^^^^^
doubtlefs. in the.r condua.) Who adds, that there llill remalne unlto h.s own time 66 cities in that confederacy, viz. 6 Vandalic cid^s «of Pomerania 6 df Pruflla. 3 of Livonia. i3^Saxon citierio of Wdl-phaha. 7 of Clcves orMarck, 3 of Ovc-ryffei, 7 of Uueld^rland. and 3
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of Frifelaml. By this account, there muft have been in all 80 Hanfe
«owns m that confederacy

j yet their hiftoriographer Werdenhagen,
inakes bat 64 cities who ever paid anii lal contributions for the expence
of that confederacy.

The Scottifti parliament pafled an aft, with proper penalties, againft
thofe who negleaed to plant woods, hedges, and fences; though tliis, like
former laws for the fame purpofe, has never been well executed, even
to the prefent times: But they are in our days fetting effedually, though
but gradually, about what their own ftaiutes long fmce enjoined them
to do.

15 i9.--_The Spaniards went on with thdr difcoveries on the continent
of America, and particularly on the c aft of what is called Terra Fir-
ma, Darien, &c. although (as elfewhere obferved), what with ftorms
and fliipwrecks, and the refiftance of the native Indians, it may be
thought doubtful whether, upon the whole, they were hitherto reallv
gamers until after the year 1519 ; when the emperor Charles V, king
of Spain, received news of the difcovery and commencement of the
COTiqueft of the famous Indian empire of Mexico by Hernando Cortes;
who feihng, in the year 151 8, from the ifle of Cuba, with about 400
foot foldiers. 7 fmall cannon, and 15 (fomc fav 50 horfcmen) laid the
foundation of a very great dominion for Spain in America, by the im-
men^- treafures which to this day are annually brought from America
into Spam, more efpecially after they had from Mexico invaded Peru,
Paraguay, and Chili, fouthward, and New Mexico northward. The
mention of this particular (fays Mr. Rapin de Thoyras judiciouily, in
his hiftory of England) is the more neceflary, as it was the gold and
fiher wherewith the new world fumifhed Spain, that contributed xstoik
to render Charles V fo powerful, as he will hereafter appear ; befide»
money growing more plenty by the trade carried on by other countries
with Spam, the reader muft not be furprifed hereafter to find more nu-
nierous armies, greater magnificence in princes courts, and the doweries
of princefles much larger than before.

Ferdinand Magellan, who had ferved under Albuquerque, the great
Portuguefe commander in Eaft-India, having (through fome difcontcnt)
entered mto the fervice of Spain, now fignified to the emperor CharlesV Kmg of Spam, that by the imaginary line of divifion or partiMon
which king John of Portugal had agreed on with King Ferdinand and*
Queen Ifabel la, all the Banda and Molucco ifles muft fall to the fiiare
of Spain ; of which rich ifles he propofed to him to make a complete
difcovery, by a bold, and till then unheard-of, navigation weftward
The emperor joyfully embraced his propofal, giving him five fhips and
3CX) men for its execution ; yet, through ftorms, fcarcity of provifions
8cc. he did not get through that famous ftrait (to which his name was
thereupon given) tiU November 1520^ thence failing by the Ladrones



AuD. IS19. ^3,.

ifles, he arrived at the ifles which he called the Philippines, where he
loft his life in a (kirmifli; but the fhips failed on for Tidore, one of th©
Molucco ifles, where they arrived in the 27th month after their firft
fctting out from Spain, and where (contrary to what the Portuguefe.
had given out, to deter others from coming thither) they found the fea
1 02 yards in depth, though the Portuguefc had (as forae write) fpread
reports of its being fo fliallow, that there was no navigatmg it, befide
continual darknefs, rocks, &c. Here the Spaniards firft tafted the fpice*
at their fountain-head, and traded with the king and people of Tidore
for them, in exchange for their own cArgo of cloth, glaiTes, &c. to a vaft
profit

; thence they returned home, with only one of their ihips, by the
Cape of Good Hope (one fliip being taken by the Portagaefe, and the
other left leaky) and arrived at Seville in September 1552 j being the
firft who had ever failed quire round the globe.

There having probably been fome difference, before this time, be-
tween England and Genoa, on account of commerce, or perhaps partly
for the partiality of the Genoefe to France, under the proteaion ?nd
vaflalage of whofe kings they had for fome time part put themfelves
the French king, amongft his other titles, now ftihng himfelf lord of
Genoa, matters were in this year accommodated ; and we accordingly
meet with king Henry VIIFs paffi>ort or fafe-condud to Luke Spinola
ftiled matter of the fociety of merchants of Genoa refiding in Eng-
land, and to all other Genoefe merchants and their fadors.lgcc. toge-
ther with their carracks, galleys, and fli^ps.to refort to any part of Eng-
land and its territories, there freely to fell their merchandize and to
buy wool, woollen cloth, tin, lead, &c ; provided they do not export
any merchandize of the ftaple of Calais to any port but to Calais un-
left it be through the Straits of Morocco ; any letters of marque, or re-
prilhlsi againft the community, dominion, and city of Genoa, their vaf-
lals or fubjeds, &c. to the contrary notwithftanding. Laftly this fafe
condud was to continue for five years, even although it Ihould happen
in the interim that war ftiould break out between England and France
[Fcedera, V. xiii,^, 700.]

According to Sandoval's hiftory of the civil wars of Sxrxm in thebegmnmg of the reign of the emperor Charles V, when almoft aU the
cities of Spam, in this year 1519 (et feq.), made iufurredions, on ac-
count ot the exorbitant cxadions of that emperor's Flemilh favourites
and their carrying much money out of Spain into Flanders, &c we find
mention made of fundryclothworkers amongft thofe rebels, whofe army
had drawn up articles or conditions to be agreed to by the emperor'-Some of them are as follows, viz.

r
•

I) That the cloth imported from other countries aiall be of the fame

1T^"i?'*°**^^**
^' ^'*^ ''^°**'' wrought in thefe kingdoms (of Smin.)

II) That the merchants and clothiers of the kingdoms (of Spain)
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may take, (fcize) to work and fpend therein, one half of all the woofgbought, either by natives or by ftrangers, to be fent out of the S-doms. paying the fame price as they had done for them. And thatXofficers of juftice may take the faid wools either from the Sherds orfrom the buyers, and deUver them to be manufadured. as aboveHence it is plain, that there was once a confiderable manufadture in

of gold and filver from America, very foon after this time wherebvthe nation grew lazy with their riches, and carelefs of the laro;7reqZcd in manufaduresi and to the temptation of getting fuddenlv rkhwhich allured fuch numbers of people to emigrate t? America that

maTufXeT
"'"""°" '^"'^ enoigh left inlpain to ca'Ton fuch

Spain has fince made feveral unfuccefsful efforts for the revival ofthat manufadlure; and fuch meafures are in our days purfuing by h!prefent Catholic Majefty, as are very likely to reftore it in fome confi!derable degree, though the country ftill labours under the greaT m'sfo Itune of a warn of induftrious hands : fo extremely difficulfh is for anation to recover a negleded and loft manufadure

King Henry iflued a commiffion for a congrefs at Bruges in Flandersto treat with commiffioners from the Hanfe towns, concern ng theabufes, unjuft ufes. extenf.ons.enlargemems.interpreta ions an™ reftrkmns. made by the Hanfeatic merchants, concerning the ivera nrti"-leges at any time granted to the Hanfeatic league by the kh^g or h

L

Fedepeflbrs. and to remove all the faid abufes ; !lfo to deman7and receive whatever fums of money, and how large foever they may be dueto h>m or. tlutt account. And finally, to renew and concluded ikfe"-courfe of commerce between England and the faid Hanfe"eao^ebithe iflue of this congrefs does not appear. [Fc^^lera, V. xi!i /.^a^.]The Genoefeobfervmg the various ways of eflaying to get to Eaft-

{
^^'^'^/'^? ^^"^"^"'^ ^'-'^y ^y '^^ Cape of Good Hope ; as thatnow by Magellan s ftraits. the fuppofed north-weft palTage. ha fupnof

<:cl from New-Spain, and the hoped-for north-eaft pafTage. every nafioaieeking to excel m mduftry in this age of difcoverief ; thej bectufeuo fo much uccuftomed to voyages in the ocean, fent Paifconte'ano

of tTlnH ^"['T- ""S VP'^^P^^^^ ^^^ ^^-yi'^g the merchandTzeof Eaft-India overland into Ruflia ; but the difficulti;.s of this under-
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taking were fo many, that the czar rejeded their propofal. [Monfon^sNaval traBs,p. ^^o.} -^

According to Nicholfon. [Englijh hijorical library, p. 6. ed. i6o6l
fince the beginning of King Henry VIII's reign, our eldeft generdgeographer or antiquary is fiiid to have been Thomas Sulmo, a Guemfey man, who died at London, anno 1545 ; the year following amuch greater man of the profeflion, Sir Thomas Elliot, one of Kin^Henrys ambaffiidors. and of Sir Thomas Moore's friends died alfoContemporary with thofe two, was George Lilly (fon of William thefarnous grammarian), who lived fome time at Rome with Cardinal

' Tf dl!; iiiund^

'

' '"'•^ ™'P '^^' '''' '''' ^'^ '^'^ d^^^^

i52t._.The great fuccefs of the Turks at this time juflly alarmed theprmces of Lurope
;
for in the year , 521 , the fultan Solyman he MaEr^fiW ,rt? 't V'"^ ?' ^^^""^ "^ ^'^^''^' ^^'^ Louisling of Hunia ybut ikewife foon after, the city of Buda, the capital of that UnS*V ;? ru' {""T"S ^' ^^''"'^^d '^^ f^^ous ifle of Rhodes foW

cTtf^o^ Rho'/'', ""Tt''.'^
''

J"^)r °^ J^^"^^'^- '
and ^th^ugh th!city of Rhodes had but 6000 Chriflians in garrifon, they held out fi^months againft the whole power of the Turks^who loft 6?000 men before they were able to take it. Solyman alfo out of the Bhick^eTand

otc^rfu'^^nd"';"^ ^"1 "f^'" IT '°° ^''"^y^' ^^^- -emu^ecl' heTfle

withso of their galleys, they carried much ihes v4r; ern Tnd r^l
'

people; yet, (that we may not anv more nv-.r ^ V. ,' t
""^"^

iiiiigfeilig
agam foon became the terror of the Mahometans as hevfti^^^^^to be. Captain Morgan acquaints u.. that t^^e "wU We o M '^

"'

his time, conf fted of iWen h,^^^t ^^.:^ c °^ Malta, in

50 guns,' befirgalle r^nd p^^^^^^
'^^7^ (--r tlian

perpetually haraLg Jhe coaS ,rB bl an 1 b
"'1: T'

'''''''''

to Malta [Hi/l. of y,l,iers, V. i, p. 3.5 .I' t?; l"'^^'"^
'^"'"^ P'^^^

I^^^hofe times, when commerce was but in its childhood th.
^0 niuch of a monopoli^.ng fp.rh throughout all S , e T .' '''!'

Hamburgh pretended (and partly ftill pretendsfto .n^. 1 r
''.^ °*

nion on the river Elbe Thi. hwi kI
P*^^'^^^^^ }^ '^" exclufive domi-

VoL. U.
^'"^ ^''^ '^^""^^'^ '-'f i" ^l^e early days

H
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of coiDmerce, wiujn they even claimed a right to exclude all the other
towns lyii'!', between it and the fea from a free navigation on that great
nvefk by virtue of grants from fundry emperors ; which, they aUb al-
leged, enabled them to oblige the fubjcds of Danifli Holftein to import
their merchandize no where elfe but to Hamburgh, for which, it was
f;ud, thev were to take what price the Hamburghers pleafed to allow
them. King Chriftiern II of Denmark, in the year 15 21, oppofed their
exorbitant claims, in refentment of which oppofuion, Hamburgh, in
the year 1523, adually declared war againft Denmark; yet King Chrif-
tian III, being of a mild difpofition, permitted Hamburgh to keep up
thofe claims during his whole reign, which ended in the year 1358, af-
ter which we (hall trace thofe difputes farther.

There being at this time a great decay of hufbandry in England, by
reulbn of the many inclofures, which, within the preceding fifty years,
had turned much arable land into pafture, thereby leflening the num-
ber of hufhandmen, &c. moft capable of defending the country, where-
by alfo towns and villages were depopulated, and both wool and fleili

meat were enhanced, becaufe engrofled by tlie nobility and gentry, who
were not neceflitatcd to fell ; King Henry VIII therefore now iffued out
his commiflions to the magiftrates for putting in execution the laws
again fl inclofures.

In the fame year was firft introduced theufe of hand-guns or muf-
kets, whereby, in little more than lOO years later, the pradice of bows
and arrows in war was quite laid afide.

In the fame year there was a great breach from the fea in the dikes
or fea-walls of Holland, whereby 72 villages, and upwards of ioo,ooq
people, were faid to be drowned ; but we dare not afcertain this for
fad without more authcnfic vouchers of time, place, &c. than merely a
general report.

King Henry (by his favourite Cardinal Wolfey") acted as mediator at
the treaty of Calais between the two great rivals for power, the Empe-
ror Charles V and King Francis I of France. What rebtes to commerce
is as follows.

Whereas the fierce war carried on between thofe two. princes had oc-
rufioned many maritime dein-edations, to the grievous damage of the
innocent fubjeds on both fules, and it being now the proper feafon for
the lierring-filhing,—to prevent thofe depredations, it was now ftipu-
lated,

That the fiflicrs, both of the emperor and France, may freely fifli for
herrings, Sec. from the date hereof (nth Odober 1521) to the end of
January following, even though the war fliould go on between thofe
l)rinces, and they may return home in lafcty.

It was alfo flipulated (much for the honour of King Henry), that dur-
ing the war between Charles and Francis, none of their fubjeds fliould,
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in the harbours, bays, rivers, or mouths of rlv?rs, roads or ftations for
fhipping, and particularly the ftation called the Downs, nor in any other
maritime places belonging to the jurifdidion of the king of England
take, fpoil, rob, or plunder any (hip or merchantman, loaded or unload-
ed, armed or unarmed, of whatfoever burden or nation they may be •

nor rob any fuch fhip of its merchandize, arms. &c. nor injure the fame
any other way

;
but both fhips and mariners, of whatever nation fliould

be abfolutely fecure m thofe places, and remain at anchor there with-
''"^°^^/."'^'*^" ^^ moleftation from either of the faid two princes or of
their fubjecls.

'

Laftly, the ratification is memorable, viz.
• We having feen the above named articles, and being defirous to

gratify the faid moft reverend cardinal, our moft dear and
moft beloved friend, do hereby ratify and approve the fame.

(Signed) • Charles, emperor.

We have feen. that fo early as the year 1508. the'^X'tuif " hadbecome m fome meafure mafters of the fpice or Molucco illes. and thatthe emperor Charles V had encournled Magellan to fail to them by a

r?il?V,'°"
'" ''''

y^'«V5'8 ;
yet the Spaniards proved unfuccefsfulm all their attempts to pofTels thofe iflands. At length, King Tohn III

.,50.000 ducats (when about this time he went into Italy to be cfownedemperor), on condition of not being difturbed in the poVeflion ofZfenes till repayment of that fum ; which being never dine (fays Sir Wi!
Seffl^f

""'" Naval tra<fls), Spain has'never fmce VetVnd^rta

The Portuguefe now brought thofe fpices home to Lifbon in ereit

m7^ th "S" ^'^'f^T' ^^.''^"^ ^'"''-'^ '^ Hollli'^,
ThJ -n ^ r

^
,

Hortugal got above 200,000 ducats vearlv.—Thofe ifles,' faj's the fame able author. • before tlicy thus lort their

• tradTin^r^' T^""^
^^'^^^''-tical republics, and then" drove a greatrade m their cloves, mace, and nutme.crs ; and although ibarce v

ot India, ^Nhichbemg there fold, were carried to Baffora and Eevntby caravans, and thence tranfported by (liippin^ to Europe vet fhciukansof Syria and Egypt, through whole lamls they 3eboLht
No wonder then if the princes of thofe countries, as well as the ateof Venice, were very much offended with the Ponuguefe fi.r divertmg this profitable channel of that trade '

^
About thisjime ihe French commenced a filk manufacture havine beenfupphed with workmen from Milan, while they poilelled' th' fadu

1" this manufadurc they made a very ,uick i^rigreitllitip:!^'-;
II 2
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Lyons and oik-r parts of the fouth of France, and fuppHed manv partsof Lurope with filk goods; and until England long after fell into the

aUv' "l^""!^"^"'"^'
'^ ^"/ the nieans of draining tis of great fums annu-

of r;i(?nl "^riuT^ ^^'f
*^"' '""^ ^^"'^ ^''^"^'^ K°^ >"t<' tl^e methodot raifmg raw iilk from the worms.

In this year the city of Gk^noa was ftormed and pillaged by the Soa-
nifli troops of the Emperor Charles V. And the chevalier de Maillv
IHxftoiredeUnes, V^ u. ^.81 .] acquaints us. that Genoa was at that time
cftecmed the richeft cty m the world (in Europe, I fuppofe, he meant)
next atter Venice and Lyons.

in
» j

The republic of Venice having for fo many- centuries enjoyed the
iole commerce for the fpiccs of India, till lately deprived of it by Por-
tugal made at this tmae an effort to acquire fome confiderable benefit
therefrom ftill, by making a propofal to the court of Lilhon to take off
all the fpice annually imported by the Portugnefe (over and above what
that kingdom itfelf could confume) at a certain fixed price ; but the
propofal was inftantly rejeded. \Ofor. de reb. Emanuelis, L. xii.]

f.-;22.—Cenfio de Balthazari, a merchant of Lucca, refiding in the
ifle o. Crete or Candia, was appointed by King Henry to be for life go-
vernor, mafter, protedor, or conful, of the Engliih nation there with
all powers and emoluments which any conful formerly enjoyed' there
or atiy where elfe, either from the faid king or any of his predeceflbrs
[Icedera, K xiii, p. 766.]

So neceniiry and important are a few fingle fea-ports to the welfare
of a whole kingdom, that even the abfolute fate of the latter may de-
pend on the former

: Thus, in the faid year 1 <;22, the Lubeckers Dant-
zickers, &c. lent nine fliips of war to the afliilance of Guftavus (Erick-
hm) king of Sweden, by whofe aid he fo well fucceeded, that in grate-
ful return he granted thofe Hanfeatic cities great privileges in Sweden
Voltaire, in his general hiftory of Europe, alleges that the city of Lu-
beck aUo lupphed him with troops, without which he would have found
u difficult to lucceed. By the alfillance of Lubeck the city of Stock-
liolm was taken

; and although the 60,000 merks agreed to be paid for
that fervice could not then be paid by Sweden, yet in lieu thereof fiys
Puftendorf, they were allowed the fole trade of Sweden, and to pay no
cuftom there lor merchandize imported, &c. ; which benefits were too
great to be held long ; and thus (adds that fpirited author Voltaire) the
tate ot Sweden depended on a little trading town *. Fowler in his
hifiory of the troubles of Swedeland and Poland (foho, London^ 1656),
relates, that this irrcat prince very much improved his people in tillasre'
buildmgs, and learching out the metal mines, and the more effedual
working ot them by aqiieduds and huge engines, &c. He alfo ereded

• This a/Tcrtlon, like many others of Voltaire's, was not ftrifllv true, for Lubcclc was undoubtcJlv
J ^rrJ.' trading town.

"tvuij
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workhoufes, &c. .for vagrants. Thofe Hanfe towns (fays Werdenhagen
their hiftoriographer) at the fame time declared war againft Chrilliern II
king ot Denmark, who had raifed on them the toll in the Sound, and
obftruded their commerce

; yet, by fo frequently interraeddlinK in
the wars b^ween potent princes and ftates. the Hanfe towns nowand then fufficiently fmarted, although for the moft part tl-v , ; ot
give their aid without at leaft providing for themfclves an auiple i-
valent. i '

1523—According to Lord Herbert's hiftory of King Henrv VIII in
the attempts of the Englifl, and French courts to gain Scotland to their
intereft the Enghlh mmifters. among other arguments, aflbrted. t' tthe Enghlh were mafters of the feas, and thereby were able to ftop and
mtcrclude all fuccour that could come to them (the Scots) from anyother place. And as in the replications o^" the partifans of France that
aflertion is nor contradided, the point feems to have been admitted
^

It was now by an Englifh ad of parliament determined (^. xii.)That of every L 100 worth of gold to be coined, there ihould btf-L.aocoined into half-angels, of 3/4 each; and of every L 100 worth offilver.Lsofhall be coined into groats, L20 into half-groats o two-pences.Lao in pence. 10 merks into halfpence, and% merks into
farthings.' With relived to thefe filver farthings. Lord Herbe^ obfei^es

that though It was doubtlefs for the convenience of the pen le That'they fliould have fo much fmall coin, yet being fo very fbai thevare all long fince. worn out.' N. B. Here is no mention of ihiUbg Stoo was the laft time of coining filver farthings, probably for fhc^id

Maiynes \_Lcx Mercatoria, p. 189.] alleges, that it was not yet tooyears fince one Violet Stephens, and other difcontented fifl mon.e^wen to the town of Enckuyfen in Holland, where they procur^^^^^inhabitants to fifli for them in the feas of Great Britain ^Jnant^^^^^^

•'Id °U H^dtd / I^T^-fy ^'- ««-^ trad"e is fo h^ :

in the time of King Henry v/l tt . .;;7uo'fift^^^ l'^^^^^^^^^he Low Countries By the fiibing tr.de here mentioned by Malf^^^^we arc only to underftand their fupplying foreign - .kets^vk? VX'tor, with relpec^ to the Netherlands ll emfelves it can .or ti 1 ,'

but that they always fifiicd on their own coatts fo thar oln fuilT ,

Jlunigh England might be beforehand with th:,^ in fo;;,;;;:;;S'na-

1524.—Much about this time Ciavs Howell a toC ^ r 1

.0 be ,„ade u, Lo„c!„„
;
befo.-e iScI,tre'';.fa,'d:.\t?;^;,^' wi,'hwl„te ioap froii. beyond fa, and with srav fon) fj.t M L ,1 Tv«v f,„.« .K, g„„d. fton, „ril.„,, fold h^e^forTp'r^'lht ^^^.^^i
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never^above a penny farthing; alfo black foap for an halfpenny th^

By an ad of parliament [14, 15 //,„. F///, r. 2.], for fettlinc howmany apprentices and journeymen (not denizens) (hou d 4 keTbv foreign tradefmen fettled in London. &c. great powers were .iven to^hecorporations of hand crafts over the workmanlhip of thoffforeigne s

who\^?fr '^'f
''""'' ^'"^''^^' -'"^"^••«' <^°°P^r«' ^'- of foreigner

'

who had leals or flamps put on their works, ifter bein^ examined by

TJ • Tr^°^ '^"/"u'^'P"'"-'^"""^ ^"^^ ^"^ London and other parSThe jur,fd.dion of the London corporations was by this a<ft to eLendto two miks from the cuy, viz. within the town of Weftminfter the

Cr^/nr n '• ^^'T V^" ^'^'*' ^"^ «f °"^ Ladv in the St and. St'

Pn H IK T '''''^°"' Temple-bar, St. Giles in the Fields. St. Andreu^;in Holborn, the town and borough of Southwark, SI -ditch Whitechapel panfh. St. John's ftreet (Clerkenwell). andO nwell iS
donV. i «'^"^°''ir'^^iS''''

^'' Catherine's (near the tower of Lon-'

Sne thatllhZrr'K '^u
^''''" ^^'^•- ^everthelefs. we are not to una-

g ne that all thofe fuburbs were contiguous to each other, or joined asat prefent, to the great contiguity ; for there were then, a^d bng afterieveral large breaks or fpaces where no buildings were, not only in the
ftreet (now lo well buUt) called the Strand, thfn chiefly t ken u^ Ji^She capital dwelhngs ot the nobility, with their large adjc>ining gardensbut hkewife a great part of St. Martin's parifh was^'flill^keran/ tie
fields (as It IS full denominated), and the like may be faid of St. Giles
in the fields (then filled the town of St. Giles), and of the upper ^xr

fie.
,
Clerkenwell. Shoreditch. Whitechapel. and Southwark, wa. literal-

ly fields even fo Lite as the reign of qiieen Elifabeth, as appears by aimip of London and us iuburbs, publifhed about the year i c6o tliisad was not to extend to any other handicrafts but joiners, pouchmakers
coopers, and blacklmiths. Alfo lords, and all others luiving lands andtenements of Lioo per annum, were hereby permitted to retain foreignjomers and giaziers in their fervice ; which may lead us to coniedu'e

have fince been.
""''' "'' '^"" ^" "'" ""^""^"^ "^^"^^^"^ ^ ^'^^'^

By another ad of this year [c. 3.], we find that the manufadures ofworfteds. lays and Itam.ns (now farther regulated), were greatly increaf-
.d at NoruMch. hnce the former laws made for /heir regulation "n thercigu of Knig Lduard IV, and had extended themfelvcs to YarmouthLynn, and other parts of Norfolk, &c.

ai.nuuin.

Francis I. king of France fent out Verazzani. a Florentine, with four
n.ips on difcoyenes three of which he left at the Madeiras, and with thefourth landed on the coafi of Florida ; whence failing to 50 deg ceV of
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north latitude, he gave the land there the name of New France • buthe returned home without having planted or left any colony there.
[Pureiass Ptl^nmes, V. iv, p. i6o3.^Mori/bti Orbis maritimus, L. ii,
^- 54-J
We have now the firft ftatute made in England for mending a parti-cular highway. [ .4. , 5 He,, vm ^. 5.] There being a certain nublirway m the Wild of Kent, which was much worn out%nd alfo not iSnear and commodious as another in the fame neighbourhood, the lordof the manor was impowered. at his own expenfe, to complete the moitconvenient road, after which he might fhut up and incIole\he old Tad

t'd^nTrn S^ffer'^-
^' ^^°^^^^^ '^^ ^'' ^^ ^^^^' ^' 7-1 ^^^ ^^^^

Pizarro now failed from Panama, and difcovered the immenfe richesof Peru where he found velTels of gold and filver.fine pab^s &c the

meTnf tSe firft
' """'^^ -as gradually carried'on to'the valUmdu!mem uf the firft conquerors, and the perpetual one of the Spanifti court

intfEZand &cT "'"? --^-les o?food and drink w'ere broughtmto England, &c. fome of which occafioned the following rhyme :

.'

k'l^inI:''T'
/'\"[,P?' ^3) »'°Ps. (4) piccarel, and (j) beer,

• Came into Enjjland all in one year.'
\3J "^"t

Another diftich of our writers, under the year 1 545, runs thus

:

• Hops, reformation, bays, and beer,
' Came mto England all in one year.'

1^1^^^^-' ^"'' ""='• '-H'> -ender IZ'ZT^:
(2) Carp came hither alfo about the fame tJmP o^A .

mon, not only in ponds, but in many riveS TL ' ""T
'"'^-

funous tor tlL bek The ano^rmouVruthor of a^ti^^t™S^hill worthies in church and ftare 8vn ifiR^ r.,,c .
J^'*^V^rmed Eng-

lanJ fto,„ !K..,ond r«,. carps and pippins, about dTyelr rT- ^'

(4), I 'i^'carcl, not very intelligible: fince we ran fin,? «« .u
'n, ot .1.. „-o..d b„t .,.« of yL, ,Ae;:iShTis"fild ™:tL;";„-
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fcrS*^"""*'^^'
"^^'^ therefore is probably a miflake in the tran-

Sundry other kinds of fruits and plants were firft cultivated in Ene-

Zt u'^l 'uV"\' ^""^^ ^' ^P"^°'' ^"^ mulk-melom. though others

Tri?
^" \^^^^*^

f°
have come much later, vi^. the former in the year

1578 and the me on-feeds not till the time of King James I. from Italy.The large fine pale goofberry came hither alfo from Flanders about this
time, with falads garden-roots, cabbages, &c. as elfewhere noted, f^^the prejentJlate of England, part n't, anuo 1683, p. 258.]

1525 —Sebaftian Cabot, formerly employed by King Henrv VII of

r^^^y' ""r rP^^yed in Spain as chief pilot, inftead of going tohe Moluccos as firft defigned, failed a great way up the vaft river De
la Plata and found the country of Paraguay fo inviting that he built
leveral forts in it

; and foon after that country was planted by Spain
The Hanle towns were Hill ib powerful that Frederick I kinir ofDenmark was mduced to defire an union with them, being herein fe-condedby thegreat-mafterofPruflia.

T u"1
'^ P^ff'^ndorf's luftory of Sweden is to be relied on, even theLubeckers alone fancied themfelves fo far mafters of the northern kini:-doms, that they had already fold Denmar': lo Henry VIII king ofEntand,who had adually advanced to them 20,000 crowns on this account •

.1
'

1", f ,?n ^ ^'^""^^ P"' °^ "^^ payment of the remainder, till the^^
iiioulcl lulhll their engagement. ^

Moreover, King Guftavus Erickfon of Sweden, about this time agreed

'';'i^^':';'^'T^
lot Denmark, to refer their differences about the iiland

oi Gothland and the province of Blekinga, &c. to the fix following
Hanle towns, VIZ. Lubeck, Hamburgh, Dantzick, Roftock, Wifmar andLunenburg

; between which towns and thofe two kings an alliance wasmade againll the expelled Kmg Chriftiern II, who claimed all the three
northern crowns

;
by which alliance a final period was put to the union

ot tho e tluce kingdoms
; which the Swedes alleged had ever been pre-

judicial to them, but beneficial to the Danes, who, whilft they com-manded ,n Sweden, lived like opulent lords, whereas the native Swedes
were flaves and beggars.

Although the following treatife of geograpb- was not perhaps the firft
general one of the kind, fince the revival of learning, yet i! is doubt-
ids a very old one: It is a Latin work, in folio, printed at Stralburg
1525. mtitled

' Ciaudii Ptoiomaei geographies enarrationis libri oc-^
to. Bilibaldo Pirckeymhtro interprete. Annotationes joannis de Re-giomonte in errores commiflbs a Jacobo Angclo, in tranfiatione fua.'
Atter Ptolemy s maps, tables, &c. this author gives us a new fet of
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SvJ'rL^'
"""^ compofing, on wooden plates, according to the new

I It appears that by means of the Portugiiefe difcoveries, the charts

neated.
'

'"^''' ''"^''' '"'^ ^"^^^' ^'^ P^-^^^ weU ddl!

2. With refpea to China, to which the Portuguefe had not as vetgiven that more modern name, and which he, after the old authors^of
.

the rjth century, ftiles Cathay, almoft all that he feemedrknow of if
IS, that It was to be failed to from India.

°^ '^

3. He calls America. ' Terra nova inventa per Chriftophorum Co-

be^"aU^ha";'he knt^T.T. ^^i^""^
^^ ^^ ^°'"-^- ^^^^^ ^eems'tt

roneous, as is alfo that of the Baltic fea And berw^'^n r , i^
^':

Norway-Lapland, inftead of an ope^. ibat makera ^r'^f"\'"u
terminates at a fabulous ridge of mountaLoiT: th^ e'oV"p\ot'n;y"tc

J. In one of h^ maps, he makes England and Scotland two ^feren;ifles, and m another but one ifle, though extremplv ^r™ • 2
&c. The like of other parts of the wodd Tm! •.

erroneous m figure,

infant ftate of cofmogra^hical knolfege in th^atl!:
'"°"^"' ^^ ^"" ^^^

Bnte^'i ''T ^^^g "^"'•y ^t a great expenfe ereded the pier of

with very great charge, repair^ and'enlr^er W^^^^^^^^^^^^^flourillnng town, and had feven parifh churches fZl r7Z
anciently a

partly occafioned by the lofs of C^lai ? a'rpaSyt the lurnr.m '"°i-pilgrimages and monafteries
; (which is alfo the cafe of the ^n^^*-"^mous city of Canterbury) partiv alfo hv rL^L ^^"^^ anciently fa-

Dover has fince in fome meSe recover^ed ks fn
^ "s harbour

: Yet

harbour is one of the beft d^harurs'^Engt""^"'^"^"^^ ^"' ^^^

No dilcovery of any coniequence had been made' from F^H.n^ nCabot's voyage to the coafts of America K n^ H™ .
^

r
"''''

two fliips towards the fame coifts nZ r.f \^ Hemy now lent out

gulf of^ St. Laurence. andThe^olt; r^Jurn dW ^h" Ihm
^""''^'

'" -^^

^^^..t^lat^^^^::^;:^i^;^1,^^;^ ^^ ^-"-' ^^^ ^- 1'^^^---

I)JlKjt only the ant.ent cuaon. and duties on merchandise fhouid
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be paid, annulling the new imports laid on within twenty years part on
cither fide, and particularly thofe on wines and fait.

II) That notwithftanding the late prohibitions of the kings of France
the woollen cloths made in Catalonia, Rouflillon, Sardinia, and the other
territories of the crown of Arragon, and alfo all other cloths and mer-
chandize belonging to the fubjeds of that crown, might be carried by
land or water through the dominions of France, in order to avoid the
many dangers of a long navigation, paying no other than the ancient
imports efLablifhed twenty years before, but not to be fold in France.
On the other hand, the cloths of France might be freely fold in the em-
peror's dominions. [Foedera, V. xiv, pp. 309, 322.]

This is one of many proofs that the Spaniards manufadured their
excellent wool into cloth before the national induftry was poifoned by
the influx of gold and filver from America.

It appears from Hakluyt \V. ii, p. 3.] That now, and for fome time
before, fome merchants of Brirtol traded, by means of the fliips of St.
Lucar in Spain, to the Canary iflands, fending thither cloth, foap, &c.
and returning with dying drugs, fugar, and kid fkins ; and that 'they
alfo feut thither their fadors from Spain.

Hakluyt obferves, that the Spaniards firrt planted vines and fugar-
canes in the Canaries, as the Portuguefe alfo did in Madeira ; but it is
to be prefumed that they had not as :et got -wine enough for exporta-
tion at thofe iflands. He adds, that at Palma, one of the Canaries, he
was well informed they had twelve fugar-houfes, called ingenios (as the
Spaniards rtill call them), in which they made great quantities of good
fugar.

1527—In a treaty between King Henry and Francis I. king of
France, the latter obliges himfelf to pay Henry a perpetual annuity of
50,000 crowns, and alfo as much fait annually as fhould amount to
1 5,coo crowns more, to be delivered at Bruage in Saintoigne, free of
all charges or exadions, on board the veflcls lent by King Henry to re-
ceive it. {Foedern^ V. xiv, p. 218.]
To the performance of this treaty, agreeable to the ufage of thofe

times, many great lords and the principal cities of both countries were
bound. The FInglifh cities mentioned are, London, York, Canterbury,
Norwich, Coventry, Wiiichefter, Exeter, Sahfljury, Lincoln, Wellesj
Hereford, Chichefler, and Cherter.

Francis had great need of Henry's fiicndfliip againrt the ambitious
fchemes of the Emperor Charles V. He was therefore extremely hber-
al of hi.s promiles to Henry, more efpecially as the latter was at this
time making large monthly payments for fupporting the war in Italy
againrt the emperor.

One . inion Fifli of Gray's-Inn, in his treatife called a fuppHcation
of the bcj^gars to the king, rcprefents the number of lepers and poor
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to be fo much increafed. that all the alms of the realm were not fuffi
cient to relieve them

; occafioned (fays he) by counterfeit holy beg-
gars, who have got into their hands more than a third part of therealm

;
the goodheft lordfhips and manors aretheir's, befides the tithes

oblations, mortuaries, &c. But his computations in political arithme-
tic are extremely erroneous

; for inftance. he fays, there are 52000
Crfu ^^u"'"'^'

^""^ 10 houfeholds to each parilh, in all 520000houfeholds
:
That every one of the five orders or^ friars received a pen°ny a quarter, and 2od yearly from each houlehold ; fo that thofe friarsthough not the four-hundredth perfon of the realm, had half its'

It was even long after this time a queftion whether the precife num-ber of the panfhes of England was known.
F ^^c num

RJi^^"" """'''^V''
^^1 Edward I's valuation (as per MS. copy in theBodleian hbr.ry) was about 8900. without including chapels, many ofwhich have fince been ereded into parilhes.

^
According to the valuation in the king's books in King Henry VIII'stime, the number of parilhes was confiderably above 0000 ^

Tnnoo^^''^''^"'^'^*^^^'' " " difputable whether there be quite10,000 parilhes m England and Wales. If then the number of narlftiesremams ftill uncertam*. it cannot be wondered at that the nuinber of

when\n enumeration of tLfci.™Ce^^°; eLneH '".rV"'^^/ ^'"> ^VV^""' '" ''•'^«=

nmde by the direaion of Cardinal Wolfev wllh f'^'Pf
""• author's rcfearch, it may not be un.

i. .ubjoincd by Camden to his dl^TpS .f.t S^ tTrcofcl^t: vi^
'"'''' '''

CAMDEN-S ENUMERATION OF THE PARISHES IN ENGLAND AND WALES.
F»OM CARDINAL WOLIBy'i HOOK.

Cornwall,

Dtvon,
Dorfct.

Somerfet,

Wiltt,

Hants,
JBtrk.,

Surry,

SulTcx,

Kent,

Glocefter,

Oxford,

Buckinoham,
Bedford.

Hettford,

Middlefex. in the country, about
I-ondon and the fuburbs,

Pariflies in England.

i6t EfTex,

394 Suffolk,

248 Norfolk, about
385 Cambridge.

304 Huntingdon,

?53 Northampton,
140 Leicefter,

140 Rutland,

3
'a I- ,

(of 47. ed- 1600.)
3yn l.incoln. about
i8o Nottingham,
280 Derby,
1 8; Warwick,
iifl Wotceder,
120 Stafford,

73 Salop, about .
221 Cheller, about •

415
575
660
163

78
326
itw

48

63a
ioR

ic/:»

158

'52

no
170
63
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the people is not exadly known. Accordingly, we find many various
and fome not a little extravagant, computations on vhis fubica But'
without paying any attention to fuch guelTes, it may be fufficient to ob-
ferve, that from many various reafonings, there may probably be above
7,ooo,oco of fouls in England at this time. Lord Chief-juP ce Halem his Primitive origination of mankind, written above 90 years ago'
makes them to be at leaft 6,000,000. and fubjoins. ' That nothing can
• be clearer than the gradual increafe of mankind, to be feen by the
• curious obfervations on the bills of mortality.' He alfo makes an ela-
borate comparifon between the number of people in Gloceflerfhire
(with which county he was well acquainted), in the time of making
Domefday-book and in his own time ; and he thinks them at leaft
twenty times as many as they were at th time, by reafon of the vaft

Hereford, . .

Monmouth, •

York,
Richmond,

Befides great chapels,

459
104

176
127

563

Durham and Northumberland,
Lancaner, oiiljr

Weftmoreland,

Cumbv' lid, . .

118

36
26

3»

Parifhes in all England, about . 9161-

Radnor,

Brecknock,
Glamorgan,
Carmarthen,

Peiibroke,

Cardigan,

Parijba in Walu.

52 Montgomery, . .

61 Merioneth,

118 Carnarvon,

87 Anglefey,

145 Denbigh,

64 Flint,

Pariflies in Wale»,

Total in England and Wales, according to Camden,

47
37
68

74
57
28

838

9999

From a glance of tiiis table it is evident that
the number of parifhcs affords no jull Aandard for
an clllmate of the population ; for by fuch a
llandard Hertford mull have contained more peo-
ple than Durham and Northumberland together,
Suffolk more than York, and the fmall paftonJ
Ihire of Rutland more than Lancailrr, which ev»n
iu Wolfey'i time had fonie manufactures and com-
merce.

It is proper to obfcrve, that Camden IBritan-
nia, p. 117, ed. 1607] gives 9407 as the tolal

number of parilhes in Wolfey's catalogue. He at

the fa ne time gives another enumeration of the
parilhes in England and Wales, as divided into

diocefes, amounting to 9284, taken from 4 cata-

logue prefcntcd to King James I ; and he ofteis

fome conjeClurcs to recoucile the different num.
bers.

The difference between the total in this table

and 9407, the total as giren by Camden, is per-
haps owing to fome error in the printing;; for all
the numbers are in figures. The table 13 collated
with two editions, viz. that of 1600 in quarto,
and that of \f,Q-j in folio, the laft and bell ; and
tlie ouly variations are in Rutland, as above noiid,
and the total omlffion in the edition of 160CJ of the
parifhcs in London and its fuburbs, in Monmouth,
and in all Wales.

'J'he Magna Britannia publilhed iti 1720 [F. i,

/. 216J reckons 191 paiiihes in Buckinghamlhire.
Stow [Annaits, p. 11 12, ed. i6icj rcekoni, 119
parilhes in London and the fuburbs in the year

riic cniimeratioti of parillies made in the year
1371, for the purpofe o( a parochial taxati.in,
differs widely f'om the aboie, and the total num.
ber IS onlv X600. [.V/owV Jnmlu, p. 4?4, td.
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increafe of the people in the towns and villages then in being, as well
as of the great number of towns, villages, &c. now exifting, which are
not named in that famous book. Yet though this may poflibly be
true of Glocefterlhire, the like proportion cannot poffibly be fuppofed
to hold in other counties ; and it may even be well if the number of
people at the Norman conqueft (fuppofed to be 2,000,000) be at this
time increafed, in feven centuries, to much more than three and a-half
times that number, or feven, or perhaps nearly to eight, millions

Lord Herbert fays, that the Emperor Charles V propofed to Kinj;
Henry a treaty for felhng to him his claim to the Molucco or fpice
iHands, perhaps merely with a view of drawing him over from the fide
of France, fmce we hear nothing farther of it afterwards ; and we have
ellewhere noted, that he refigiied all his pretenfions to thofe ifles for
350,000 ducats, borrowed of the crown of Portugal, his own title tothem not being juftly fupportable.
Narvaez failed from Spain with five Ihips and 400 men, for the con-

queft of Florida, being the firft attempt of the Spaniards to fettle inNorth America. But finding no gold and much hardlhip. with the lofs
ot (hips and men, the remainder got from the North Sea to New Spain
after hying among the Indians nine years, and travelling zco lea/ues

'

and at length only three of them returned alive to Spain!
'

1 5 28.—In a prolongation of a truce for eight months between theEmperor Prance and England, the mutual freedom of fifhing on thefeaswas fl.pulated, and alio that the commerce between England and theNetherlands fliould be abfolutely free and undifturbed for^his and alllubfequentcontmuations of the truce; and moreover, the freedom ofcommerce was extended to the Mediteri-anean fea, as well as to the feaslurroundmg the Bntilh ifiirnds.

At this time in the wars of Italy between the emperor and the kirn-of trance the Imperialifls. commanded by Andrea Doria. ^ook Gemnfrom the French
; and by an agreement with the emper;r. Doda

his immortal honour, reftored his native country of Genoa to th\t liberty and form of government which it has enjoyed to the prefem i^ne

have done.
"""''"'' '^' ""''"^ '''''''' "^ ^^"^"'^^' '' ^' ""S'^^ -%

(King Henry having at this tunc entered into engagements witlitrance). Lord Herbert thereupon remarks, that our nSfin whou ed not then ti.e trade to the many northern and remote coum e"Uiey now frec,ucnt, foreicemg the confequence of thofe wars .efufedto buy the doth, that were brought to Elackwell-hall 1, Lon 1
j,'

whereupon the clothicK. ijnnners. and carders in many ihies of Enilbegan to mutiny
; lor appealing wiiercof, the cu-dinal-miniiia-

land
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commanded the merchants to take 9ff thofe cloths at a reafonable priceh-om the poor mens hands, threatening otherwife that the king himlelf
fhould buy them, and fell them to ftrangers ; but the fuUen merchants
ittle moved herewith, faid they had lu, reafon to buy commodities theyknew not how to vend: Therefor, whatfoever was propofed for ftaplt^
at Calais or at Abbeville (the Enghfli ftaple being then at Antwerp)
the merchants did not, or at leaft would not underfland it. But this
dilcontentment did equally extend to the inhabitants of the Low
Countries, and efpecially to thofe of Antwerp, where the chief mart

This matter, however, blew over for that time ; yet this relation
plainly fhows that the commerce to the Netherlands was the moft im-
portant that England then poflefTed.

.^529—Cortes the viceroy of Mexico, having fent Saavedra with three
Ihips from Nevv Spam, to find a pafl^ige that way to the Molucco or Spice
Jlles, one of them got lafe thither, and returned the fame way back to
Panama this year with the fpices of thofe iflands. This voyage paved
the way to the conqucft of the Philippine ifles in the Eaft-Indian feas
by the Spaniards, who flill poflefs them.

t^t\P°'~^^.
niay not be here improper to take notice of an ad [21 Hen.

yill, c. 12.J for the regulation of rope-making in the town of Bridport
(therein named Burport) in Dorfetlhire. It fets forth, ' That whereas
^

the people of that town have, out of tir^e that no man's mind is to
the contrary, ufed to make the mod part of all the great cables, hawf-

^

ers, ropes, and all other tackling, as well for your royal fhips and
navy, as for the moft part of all other fhips within this realm, by reafon

' wher-of your faid town was right well maintained,' &c._Then comes
the grievance, viz. * That the people of the adjacent parts to this town
have let up rope-making,and make flight goods, whereby the pricesofthe
laid cables, &c. are greatly enhanced *

; and your faid town or borough
by means whereof, is like utterly to be decayed f.' For remedy where-

of, It wiis enaded. that all hemp growing within five miles of Bridport
Ihould be fold no where but in that town ; and no perfons but fuch as
dwell in the faid town fhould make out of the faid town any cables,
hawfers, &c. made of hemp, in any other place or places within the dif-
tance of five miles from the faid town.

• A moft glaring falfdiood. Nothing is clearer and other companies of London and feme other
than that the miilt.tuJe of workmen n ,.(t cffeft a towns. They (how huw very little the plaineft
competition for cheaphcfa, as wtU as goodncfs of principles of iradc- were known or attended to by
the coinmoJity, crt-ally to the advantage of the the icgiilaturc in thofe times.
purchafer. Such abfurd allegations in favour of f Tlii. war, probably very true : and it was themonopoly frequenlly occur ,n old afts of parlia- foie ground of the application to parliament,
ment, pruciirL-d by the pcwtcrcri, clothv<oikci8,
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The law is but too evident a confirmation of what we liave elfewhere
remarked, that the preambles to many ads of parliament, and alfo very
often the reafons aflipned for particular claufes, are by no means to be
relied on, in point of juft and true rcafoning.

In this lame year, the city of London obtained a decree of the flar
chamber, wherein it is reprefented, ' I) That the realm is over-run with
' foreign manufaftures. II) That foreigners export bacon, cheefe pow-
' dered beef, mutton, &c. whereby great portions of corn, vidua'l, &c
• grown and bred within the realm, are confumed.' Thefe are 'fuch
grievous accufations as would generally be deemed bleflings in our days
' Thus,' fays a reverend and learned modern writer (Dr. Tucker) to
\vhom we are indebted for this decree, • did the monopolizing focieties

,

jntliofe infant days of commerce, impofe on the legiflature, not then
^

judges of commerce. And by fuch means, foreigners being greatly
^

difcouraged, withdrew from us, and with them many of our own ma-
^

nufadures
; iniomuch that our woollen manufadures very much de-

^

clined, and foreign cloth was fold cheaper than our own, by means of
^

thole monopolizing laws ; the nation grew thinner of people and pro-
.

vifions not lelhng lo well, the gentlemen turned much land iiito fheep-
walks, for lupplying the Netherlands Avith wool.'

^

In an ad of parliament of this fame year [c. 13.] intitled. • Spiritual
perfons abridged from having pluralities of livings, and from taking

^

of ferms, &c.' there is the following claufe :
' And be it enaded thaf

If any perfon haying one benefice with cure of foul, being of the
^

yearly value of eight pounds or above, accept and take anvother. withcure of foul -that then and immediately after fuch poflbffio, had
.
thereof, the hrft benefice (hall be judged in the law to be void. Am
It Hiall be lawful to every patron, having the advowfon thereof toprefent another

; and the prefentee to have the benefit of the fame
' figne?

""""""' "' '^'°"Sl^ the incumbent had died or Tc'.

In this year. Dionyfius Harris, of London, merchant, was nnpointedby King Henry VIII to be conful of the Englifii mere nms i C n li

,

durmg life. He was the firfl Englifhman who' llJ^;:^ 1^'^
thofe remote pans, where the KngUfi, commerce being but fmull as vetour o.vn merchants might not be well enough acquainted wkh he cu,"toms language, &c. for that ofSce. The vear following, the kint a, .
ointed a foreigner to be conful at Sao, o; Chios, and p^rts adjacent nth Acclnpelago, durmg the king's plcafiire only; whereas til/now U

Ii vvas^ ubout this time, according to Paulo Paruta's hiftory of Venice
[Z.. yu, parti.] that tiie Turkilh fultan, Solymanll, is faul tc. have been
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^/^^"^'.'j^^*^^- ^y '"^ famous admiral Barbarofla. to manage i navy •

the Turkifli emperors having till now applied ihemfelves princiiailv to
the mcreale of their power by land armies only. It was by this Vanlous
fea-commander's advice that the Turks firft manned their galleys with
llaves, inllead ot raw and unexperienced men. By luch regulations did
BarbarolTa greatly mcreafe the ftrength of the Turkifh navy, which
from that time became much more terrible to Chriftendom than be-
fore

; as the Venetians, and alfo the Genoefe. foon and fadly expe-
rienced, by the lols of moft of their iflands and ports in the Levant feas
About this time, according to Hakluyt, Captain William Hawkins of

Plymouth made a voyage to Guinea, and traded there for elephants
teeth, &c. and thence failed to Brafil, where he alfo traded. In thofe
days the Europeans had not confined the commerce of their American
colonies fo entirely to themielves as to exclude the approach of all other
nations thither. Captain Hawkins traded to Brafil again in the year
1532*-

^S3i-—Several hifiorians tell us, that in the year 1531 a terrible
earthquake happened at the city of Lilbon, which lafted eight days, and
overthrew 1500 houfes and many churches.
The fame year the new canal from Bruflels to Antwerp was begun

but not completed till the year 1560.
*

The citizens of Antwerp, being now in great profperity, the fruits of
an immenfe commerce, built their famous bourfe, or exchange f , the
nobleft of that age in Europe, for the daily refort of merchants of all
nations. Upon the front of that edifice, according to Louis Guicciardin
in his hiftory of the Netherlands, there was placed the following in-
Icription :

S. P. Q^A.
I'l Ufiim Negouatorum cujufatnque Nationis ac Lingua, IJtbifque adeofua Or-

nametitum, Anno mdxxxi, d Solo extrui curaverunt %.

* Hawkins's fliip was rnnarkcd as exreedinj;'y
!argc, btliig of 250 tons bmtlitrn. Iiaklu\t''t voy.
.'Xei, y. iii, p. yco. M.

t Gui.ciai liii gives the f .llowinp account of
tilt origin of tlic name of i)ou:fc, given to fuch
cdifu-cs in funiliy cilica uf Europe.

There was, it fee:iis, before lliis time a ccmmo-
c'.ioiiil;- f ti;;.tiil fijiwre i:i tlic n.ijdie of tl.e city of
finige', in whicli ilood a lunjt H.aier.t l)ni:ding,
v.'hicli liiid been ericled by the nolle f.uniiy of La
J-H.uife (which fijinilies piirfe in rrench and Flem-
ish), wlhifc coat uf.arnis on iis wails was three
purfes. Tlie merciiai'.ts of Bru-^es made this old
h>)nfe the ph.^e of their daily' ;.rn.MhbnVs ; and
vh.-n atttrwai J tliey went to the fairs of Antwerp
and MoiiE, tliCy r.il'cd the i)!ice3 they found there
fcr tlie niercliants aliunbling by tlic fame name of
1;. bouif.- ; wheicby ;a Icn^'ih I'ut name alL-ne ob-

tained. The Frcndi merchants alfo earned the
name to the fame kind of places at Rouen, and
even as far as Tholoufc : Yet, fays he, C^etn
Elizabeth of England (in whofe reign he wiote),
upon viewing the newly-erecled magiiificent bourfe
of London, would have it called the royal ex-
change, though foreigners there (till call it the
boiiife loyalc. He tells us alio, that in Antweip
there is a handlome edifice, called the Englifh
bouife, built in the year 1550, for the accoinmo-
dation of Engllili merchant-, i and another noble
bourfe or lliudure for the German merchants of
the Hanfe.

X In Englidi ; The ftiiatc and i)eople of Ant-
werp ereftcil ihij il-uflurc foi the accommodjtion
ot niercliants of all nations and languages, and i"r

an ornaintiit to theii >.;ly, anno J531.
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Lord Herbert relates, that King Henry VIH, being informed that Tta-Iian and other foreign merchants brought commodities imnFnli 5^

which they fold well at.d then returned fhe moT^tomereSSe'o the exhaufting of the wealth of his realm, and diminution of h^cuf'
nn ^^'^Th

"^ " proclamation, (purfuant to a ftatute ofSng R chidIII) that the money they received here for their wares flwSd nof^.

judices of every co„„.y wereTmp^^^f ^^iS.t^icict^fL'o''

in the ftocks^Eays aTth"f-JZ, "'^V°
be whipped, or fet

Begging vagabonds Z.'l lo b'eI& ''" °° "''^ -"™-
.he'^te effe^fS^VlfftlV^"^

N«he,.an<1 province, much to

fixes people in idlenirJd^ lia5 \herfn'to td c'^rStf"iL'^^^"*

brotherhoods, &c where^rS werenS "" P°"-''°''fe. hospitals,

and once or twice 1^0' Tv wS maSffr"'
'''"''''°"'^'' '"'^

churches and at privati houKr ,h™^ ,,^'f
""1 '° '""^'^ »'">' «

to be compelled to work pLr ' "f -• "^,2?''/"B^ili "vers were
and foundlings, ,„ L taken care of •,„H'",h,'''''^''-

»"'' ^""'' "'f^-"'
taught on SuL'ays and htltd^" L°^ e"'noftef^^^^^^^^ Z'fT'''

'»''

mandments, and put to trades and fe^ ces B.» fi^. ,. r -^ '="'"-

Dutch have fo greatly improved in thT, !. •? 5*^'
f''"*"

"""='• '^e
and methods of compeZK^he idle ,?lr" T' 'l' ""^ ''"'P''-'"' P°°''
pattern for all other natiom

*""' *" ">'>' •"' become a

co;iVs';heTrdsrfi:"unc;rti:rir"=T'''«r^^
model of the parliament of Paris TL^^S^ ^^T^^ "f°" ''>=

lord prefident, and fourteen ™h„ i ^ <^- ^ "'U confifts, of a.

vii. It
"-^ "'""^ 'O"^' "mmonly caUed the fifteen.



74 A. D. 153 u

S^i

lords of feflion, but more properly the fenators of the colleffe of
jultice. "

King Henry having entered into a ftrider • - ^ vrith the kine of

l^^^HZT r^'
Emperor the maritime f . . .. ,ach party was ap-pomted to confift of a fquadron of (hip. (nut r ationing their num-

ber, tonnage, or forccj. having 1500 foldi^ s in .'t, with artillery &c •

which fquadron.whcn demanded by eithe ;• ny «ras to cruife between
Ulhant and the Downs for fix months in tL . xr, for the defence ofboth coafts of England and France from the ?-empts of the emperor.

their effeds m the Netherlands. Francis ob.gcu himfelf to feize on the
ettedts of the Netherlanders in France for fatisfadion. On the other fideHenry ftipulated to do the like in England in behalf of the French
merchants, in cafe their eflfeds fhould be feized in the Netherlands.

In an aft [^.^n. Fill, c. 8.J for mending the havens of Plymouth
Dartmouth.and Teingmouth in Devonfhire, and of Falmouth and Fowevm Cornwall, it is aflertcd that thofe ports were in former times
elteemed the principal and moll commodious havens of England until
they were choked up by the gravel, fand, rubble. &c. of certain works
of tm in thofe counties, called ftream works ; and that Ihips of 800
tons burden have formerly come eafily into them at low water where-
by a ^3reat multitude of fhips. as well foreign as Englifh. have been pre-
ferved and faved ; whereas now a (hip of loo tons could fcarcely enter
them at half flood.

^

1 5^
3-—Beef, pork, mutton, and veal,were dlreded by ad of parliament

U^J^en. VIII, c.i.]to be fold by weight ; noperfonto take above one
halfpenny a pound for beef or pork, nor above three farthings for mut-
ton and veal. The number of butchers then in London and its fub-
nrbs was reckoned to be one hundred and twenty, each of whom kill-
ed nine oxen weekly, which, in forty-fix weeks, (non^t being then killedm Lent) amounts to J3.120 oxen yearly. [Starves Survey cf London,

aV
1618 J Lord Herbert obferves that this law was afterward

juftly repealed, m confideration that unfcafonable years did not permit
any certain rule lor the prices of flefli meat, wliich were afterwards (ix-
ed occafionally by a' committee of the privy-council.
By another ftatutc (c. i r.] the flrcet-way between Charing-crofs and

Strand-crofs (;. c. ar^;- where Somerfet-houle now is fituated) in the
iuburbs of Londc r, Vwis direded to be luflficiently paved and maintain-
ed at the charge of the owneis of the lands adjoining. This (liows that
the Strand was not as yet built into a continued (Ireet.

Another uatute o/thL year [c. 4.] direded, that for every fixty acres
ot land ht for tillage, one rood (hould be fown with flax-feed or hemp-
ieed. And by the 5th of Queen Elizabeth, [c. 5.J that queen had power



by ht.' proclamation, to re^-ive this law in fuch co-v^m*. nc n.^ n, . i i
judge proper, •for the better provifion of netTL L ^ a"d" urt,,e™^f

fuch quantities, afking them, whether J^ruLrhel currams '7^^
cloths, or to fatten their hoo-.: > h- ^jj . t currants to dye
• enriched thofeTfllnders '

^ ' "' "'^'^'' ^^^^ <^"^ ^^^^e thither has

ofIw:dL"'Smrn^^^^^^^ ? G"«-- Erickfcn king

lea-coafts;'bTtSein^?Zed ut //^ 1,°^ T^'"l^
"^ ^^^ "°"^'^^^

ed immediate payn^em of whl
T^^ ^"^^^^

the refugees of irexnenedK^L rr^^^
and alfo joining with

themfelvi (^5 PuffSfV ^n £^
thev propofed to

kingdoms. ^ ^ *^"«'^«do,f) no lefs than the conqueft o/the northern

' the weight which Sweden mfghTlL^tth/T- "''f°p
^'^^^^^ °^'

' who firft drew the slSes out of nlr •

^' '"'? 1^^' ^'"« ^^^^^'"-^
• the Danes by his exa.r 'ic-

"bfcunty, and likewife flimulatcd

for\'it7h!:e^r;S:^l'i Sa^z '^t ^fr "-p- ^° ^--^^
of St. Laurence as fhr^as theTae of Afr!''

'' ^"' "^' ^"""^^^ "P '^'^ ^^Y
the fame year. The nex vV-^r he r^ IT^^^?' ^'^ ^".""^^^ home in
nnce. (or Canada) with 'Leelis Is V .?m '

^"^'f
'''''' «^ ^^^ I^^""

its entrance, and wintered ther7.m
•^^°'^^':*^al. 200 leagues from

^vith their king, he i^S onbo.rrrV " ""'''''''
' ^'^"^^ '^^^ ^'hom,

tainmem. and carried I em home
1^ on pretence of an cnter-

fbur years after), in hope dierebv m ^''^'"'-^^.H^^re their king "died

country, and o? the ^ped-Sr Vafl4^to^S^^^^
°
'^^^-^

fo enraged at his treache.^. tha[ thev fouM not'
^ ^"' ^^^' "^'^^" ^^^^e

/, mat tnty could not, m many years after, be.
K 2
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brought to permit the French to trade thither. On Cartier's return, in

the year 1536, he found many French (hips fifhing on the banks of
Newfoundland, which (hows how early the French fell into that fifhery.

Cartier made no fettlement in Canada, only he ereiled a crofs there,

with the arms of his king, and called the country la Nouvelle France

:

yet a village there has preserved his name to this day *.

By an aft of parliament [25 Hen. VIII, c. 8.], the ftreet between
Holboum-bridge and Holboum-bars at the weft end thereof, was di-

reded to be paved with ftone (». e. we may fuppofe from St. Andrew's
church weftward, the other part down to the bridge being already pav-

ed.) The ftreets of Southwark were hereby alfo direded to be paved ;

and every perfon was ordered to maintain the pavement before his own
ground, or forfeit to the king fixpence for every yard fquare.

An adl of parliament [25 Hen. VIII, c. 1 3.] reprefents the pradtice of
cngroffing farms, and diverting land from tillage to the fupport of vaft

numbers of fheep, as an evil 1. tely fprung up ;
' whereby they have not

only pulled down churches and towns f , and enhanced the old rates of
rents, or elfe brought them to fuch exceffive fines, that no poor man
is able to meddle with them ; but alfo have enhanced the prices of all

manner of corn, cattle, wool, pigs, geefe, hens, chickens, eggs, &c.

;

by reafon whereof a marvellous multitude of people be not able to

provide meat, clothes, &c. for themfelves and families. One of the

greateft occafions why thofe greedy and covetous people do keep fuch

great quantities of lands in their hands, from the occupying of the

poor hufbandman, and do ufe it in pafturc and not in tillage, is only
the great profit that cometh of fheep, now got into few perfons hands,

in refped of the whole number of the king's fubjeds, that fome have

24,000, fome 20,000, fome 10,000 to 5000 ftieep ; whereby a good
fheep, that ufed to be fold for 2/4, or 3/ at moft, is now fold for 6/,

or 575 or 4/" at leaft ; and a ftone of wool, which ufed to be fold for

1/6, or i/S, is now fold for /^/, or •^/4 at leaft, 6cc. which things

tend to the decay of hofpitality, the diminifhing of the people, and to

the let of cloth-making, whereby many poor people have been accuf-

tomed to be ftt on work. For remedy, it was in fubftance, '^nadled,

' I) That none fliull keep above 2400 fheep (exclufive of Iambs) at

any one time, unlefs it be on his own land of inheritance ; in which
cafe he is not hereby limited, nor are ipiritual perfons.
' II) No man fhull hold above two farms ; in the parifh of one of

' which he fhall be obliged to refide.'

• Scbaftian Munfter, in liii Gcogtapliia vetiis et at the iOaiid nill railed Cape Breton, in his m»p
nova, (I).i(illz 1540) has placed the name of Fran- of America, which he calls Noviis Orbis.

li/cii wticre Canada is fituated j and C. Britoiium f (>icrc, how could that be ?
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The increafe of the woollen manufadure increafing the demand for

wool, gave nfe to this pradice of engrofling farms, and turning them
into fheep-walks, which undoubtedly can be managed by fewer hands
than tillage farms can be, whereby depopulation neceffarily muft enfueWe have feen the monopolizing law in favour of the town of Bnd-
port, for engroflrag the manufadure of ropes, exclufive of the viUaees
or open country. We have now fuch another, upon a petition to plr-
hanient from the city of Worcefter. and the towns or Evefham, Droit-
wich, Kiddermmfter, and Bromfgrove, reprefenting, that the faid cityand towns were m times paft well and fubftantially inhabited, and em-
plo cd m the manufadure of woollen cloths, umil within a few years

!k V f^•''^1^^''°"'' ^^,e"i"g in the hamlets, thorps, and villages of
the faid flnre have not only engrofled and taken into their hands fun-dry terms and become graziers and hufbandmen, but alfo make allmanner of cloths, and exercife wea^Hng, fulling, aid Ihear ng^thln
their own houfes, to the great depopulation of fhe faid city and towns
' ^L^"" iJ^'if' ""u

hereupon enaded, ' that no perfon within Worcef^
^

terfhire (hall make any cloth but the proper inhabitants of the faid cityand towns exceptmg perfons who make cloths folely for their own
arid family's wearing.' [25 Henry VlII, c. 18.]
1 hus did the legiflature miflake the true intereft of the public. It

t^nit!Tr i ^^^.'^^"."fadure which enables the merchant to ex-port It. and to underfell foreign competitors ; and confining it thus totowns was the way to make it come dearer to the merchant than kwould have done, had it been in the open country, where eve y necef-fary comes cheaper than in towns ; which point thofe Worcefter^mono-pohfts well underftood, and that therefore they could not hold th^ ma-
feW F ""^'T'^r ^ '""."'^'"S ^^^^° t'"'^ it back foiely to th^n-felyes. Formerly, the counties of Surry. Berks &c nearer rn i^l^
enjoyed a confiderable woollen manufa^ireTbutthei^rnefs^^^^^^^^^^
don occahonmg all, or moft neceflaries to become dearer than in mor."remote parts, the weftern and northern countieThave bea en t»^^- outof that manufadure. And as the northern counties have neSarieconfiderably cheaper than the weftern ones, it is probable therwuT^time gain confiderable ground on the latter in this refped. ^

In^^wTZT^^cn^''^' r^^' \'^' P«""S"^^ ^^ ^his time in

hit . fl.I .^ I

'"^^ '^ '^^ y"^'' ^'^^ b"ilt the fort of Dm hadeut a fleet 100 leagues up the river Indus, and had invaded the kin^^dom of C.ambaya with his land-army *
"^vdueu tut kin^-

According to Hakluyt. [^ ii. p, 96.] from about the year icir to"^e year .534. divers tall fhips oUondon. Southampton^Tnd |nlH
Tluii- «r!oit. in India may be found In Stephens'. Poriugu.f, Afa> 3 volumc« Svo, iCyj.
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tt'l",":fT^-'''r'
^° Sicily. Candia. and Chio. and fometimes to Cy.

ffis calf fll?t;'"^ ^T' -^^ 'y"" '''^^"- ^^P°"« ^-^- --"^nclo hs cait flans &c.
; and their imports were filks. camblets, rhubarbma mfey mufcade

, and other wines ; oils, cotton-wool. Turkey can ets'galls and Indm fpices The Englifh merchants hkewife employedCdry foreign Ihips in that trade, as Candiots. Ragufans. Sicili^.ns^. Geno-
efe. Venetian galeaiTes. and Spanilh and Portugal fliips. In thofe daysthey generally employed a whole year in fuch voyages.

^

rJfE'l
""''' ^'=^'' ^^"P ^^ 300 tons, from London, went onthe fame Levant voyage with 100 perfons in her. and returned in 1 1months

;
and the Eng ifti merchants fettled factors in thofe places Allthefe particulars the indefatigable Hakluyt picked out of the antientmerchants books of thofe times ; and he traced thofe voyages down even

former. The journals of thofe old voyages ftiow that they were thenthought exceedingly difficult and dangerous.We muft not forget the great generofity of a very famous and richmerchant at Augfl^urg named Fugger.who had alfo an houfe and g adealings at Antwerp For defraying the expenfe of an expedition to

Jd S r; n'
""'P""'" ^'^^ '"" '^''P "^ '^"^^ '"^ ^"gg^^' '''^'^ l^^^^ing invit-ed h m to an entertamment at his houfe. in order to teitifv his refpedfor that prince made a hre in his hall with cinnamon, and t'hrewall theemperors bonds into that coflly fire, now made much more fo by that

great ad of generofity.
r <-iiaL

of brafs as cannon and culverins, were firft made in England, they
liaving before been had from foreign pans * ^
We may have already oblerved, that fince the accefllon of King

f A^'^' > I' ^ f T' 'V''
°"'y '' g''^^^ i"'^'-^^'^'^' «^" ^^e woollen manu-fadure of Eng.and but hkewiic of its, foreign commerce, and alio fun-dry other marks of mcreaiing riches. Neverthelefs. any one entirely

unacquainted with the then circumftances of England would be led toimagine quite the contrary, from the preambles of certain ads of par-.ament of the 26th and 27th years of that king's reign, where it is faid
that great numbers or houfes have of a long time lain in rums in the
city of Norwich, occufioned by a fire there tweniy-f.x years before ; aliom Lynn-Bilhop in Norfolk, and in Nottingham. Shiewfbury, Ludlow,

• Otl^r cannon, we may prcfumc. had hern accorji- ^ :",vrnfrd <>rf> 9,/ ^ ,,(! ,/

• Ma>h:„, (u„: S.„t. Bo„huik f.bricat. Ruba.o/ '.^.^^V
'"^S"^

'
—'". P- «^9.
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Glocefter, Bridgnorth Queenborough. and Northampton ; many ofwhich rums, filled with naftmefs, are in the principal ftreets of thofetowns, where m times part have been beautiful dwelling houfes wellinhabited
: And therefor the owners are thereby direSe.1 tn riK mthem in a fixed time, or elfe the property to go to the brd of rh^

""

nor, or to the community of thofe re^edive^towns No eel ^iu^^

to the adjacent vilW :s, and perhaps into other countries E^^
fion their decline. Poflibly aVo tlfe flcuts or Suburbs "C^ofSplaces might be fn overbuilt (as is perhaps partly the cafe n l\ZitfelO as to make the centres of them be neeleded m.rl V m -r
thofe fuburbs were exempted rroin the heavy freldrm fin fI''"^

'^

poration
,
which lalt confideration I conceive to tveh.

"^ '^' '°-'"-

caufe of the decay of fuch towns.
^^^" °"^ '^^'''

In this year the firft commercial treaty between inv TKria-narch in Europe and the Ottomin Vnrl
^^^^^^° ?">" Chnfiian mo-

own nation in the feveral vomofrZ, u /' " ?""'^^'' "^ "'«'

affiirs, toscthe,- with Ae p^- c e.^ c f7of thdr'°;":'
""" "™"^'

l.nv,lcBe. France alone of^U Cl,rifllanttion ;;„™,'S';'„''„,.T''"'

Turkc Infto^ r " /;
"''"^ ''' conr.mf.Tcial trcuty with theiurK

.
i.att ot all, Genoa (though not rill rhp v,^.,r ,/?< \ i V

hke ommcrcial treaty with the Ottoman pLea^wl11b^lt''"1
'

next cent'iry. ' ^^^ ' '^^ ^nxyvn m the

li his faine year IVIenr.>Ta was iVnr f".v^,>, c • -i
:o -he river De la Pl.r.^ „, Pi .tn.t '"! "^''^ -'<^° ^^'^^^'^'-^

i^undedthcrownof^.e•
.s U^^^^^^^^^

lout
h

fide of which he
ed during his a' f^iul w; ton

'

V'

"

'^'f
'/'^"^'SH foon again abandon-

.,and colonies in Parag.'iav
^ ''-^""^-i-cl

;
as alio fome other towns

^veucia c.M.h or Atrica, whereby confiderablc riches had
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been brought to Lifbon, even before they had made their difcoveries in
either the Eaft or Weft Indies.

But next to the Portuguefe,^ the Englifh now began to trade to the
Guinea coaft, fome of whom', it is faid, were fo fuccefsful as to bring
home in one voyage above 100 pound weiglvt of gold duft, befide ele-
phants teeth, &c. Yet the EngUfti ereded no forts on that coaft till
long after this time *.

King Henry having fupprefled the hofpital or fifterhood of ' Seynt
' James in the fylde,' near Weftniinfter, declared that the faid houfe or
hofpital of Seynt James in the fylde he had now inclofed, and there
made a park and manor for himfelf. [Foedera, V. xr\ p. 563.] At pre-
fent they are the royal palace and park of St. James's, in the liberty of
Weftminfter.

Wales, which had long before been abfolutely fubjed to the crown
of England, was no'v, by a judicious ad of parliament, totally united
and incorporated with England, its people being declared Englifh fub-
jeds to all intents whatever, and fubjed to the laws of England only

;

all their own peculiar tenures, defcents, cuftoms, and ufages contrary
thereunto being aboliftied. The whole principality was now divided
into twelve ftiires, as at prefent, befide Monmouthfhire and the town of
Haverfordweft, which was before a rounty of itfelf [27 Hen. VIII, c.

a6.]—And by the ad [34, 35 Ihn. I ill, c. a6.] it is declared that eight
have been ftiires formerly, and the four newly made are Radnor, Breck-
nock, Montgomery, av,d Denbigh. In this copious ad many regulations
were made to reduce Wales entirely to the laws and cuftoms of Eng-
land ; and divers lordfliips and manors in the marches of Wales were
annexed to the counties of Salop, Hereford, and Glocefter. The juftice
of Chefter had annexed to his office the fhires of Denbigh, Flint, and
Montgomery, and yet (fays the ad) he fhall have nothing but his old
fee of Li 00 yearly. And three other juftices were appointed, each hav-
ing three counties under his circuit ; and each of thele three juftices had
L50 yearly falary.

By thefe wife regulations, not only all former national prejudices on
either fide have been gradually removed, but the people of Wales have
been brought to a more induftrious courfe of living, by applying tliem-
felve,'i to manufadr. es and a better cultivation of their lands, infomuch
that in our times iJ at country wears quite another and more beautiful
afped than when this incorporating union was made. And we hear no
more of the rapine, murders, &c. before fo frequent on the borders be-
tween England and Wales ; but. to the mutual felicity of both coun-
tries, a regular intercourfe has long fince been eftabliflied between them,
in like fort as between one county of England and another.

• At leaft one voyage to Guinea before tliis time by an Englifhman, captain Hawkins, is already
noted, from iialiluyt, in the year 1530. M.

I; *},,'.: V
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In the latter end of the vear 153=; and the beginning of 1536, theking fupprefled all .he lefT r monafteries (i. e. fuch as had eftales notexceeding L200 per annum.) Bifliop Burnet, in his Hiftory of thereformation, obferves, that the full report of the vifitation of thofehoufes previous to the.r fuppreffion is loft
; yet he favv an extrad of apart of ,t. concernmg 144 houfes, which contained abominations in itequal to any that were in Sodom ! In fome they found tools for co^nmg

;
and briefly, m almoft all of them, the greateft lewdnefs and wick-ed.efs. Lord Herbert [^ 441.J fays, that the yearly amount of all Selefter monaftenesj^as L32.000, but that the king fold them a Seaiy rates, to enable the purchafers to keep up the hofpitality whchhe monks had done when they poflefled them, adding thereto a penal-ty of L6 3 :4 per month on the farmers and pofTeflbrs of the monafter.es and lands belonging to them, on failure of keeping up hZkalrty and hufl^andry therein. But the penalty bein,^ not ordLari y 1quired, due hoipitahty was for the moft part negleaed ; for thelrfeitures being great, were at the fupplication of the purliament [/: JacIc. 2H.1 wholly abohfhed at length by the indulgence of the kln^'Somevvhat furely ought to have been done in time fo prevent the poorfrom becoming fo heavy a weight on the landed and trading interXas It was eafy to forefee they would be on the fuppreffion of^thofe n ol

b^urSl.""'^'
'"''"" '"''' ^^^^ '^P^'" ^^ ^^- P°- «f their trgh.

Had the purchafers of thofe church lands in every parifh been ohUged by their tenures to fupport the poor thereof, o^r at leaft to com
"

lZ^^'''^ '" ' "'"'^ ¥''''' ^'^^ ^-'^ prop;rtion than other^ twould have been extremely reafonable, as they purchafed them ^vervow prices. This would have been more conducive to the benefit of ^.

ee and tradmg people than Lord Herbert's fcheme of annexing hemall o the crown for ever, tor enabling the king to keep up a oood rmv.nd navy, without being obliged to have recou.le to the pem£' 'r^'^from t,me to time
: A dangerous fcheme for a free people

'^ ' '

King Henry gave encouragement to certai.. nv4chants" to r.n.itwo ihips on difcovery to .he north coafts of In.enca vW they t^'^cd Cape Breton and Newfoundland
; and bein- in .v,,.,V ,mrJ!P

* 4
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poor, and impotent perfon, who fhould have dwelt three years in any
place, by way of voluntary alms, with fuch convenient alms as fliould
be thought meet by their difcretion, fo as none of them fhould be obli-
ged to beg openly

; and to compell fturdy vagabonds to work. Alfo that
children under fourteen years of age and above five, who lived in idle-
nefs, and were found begging, {hould be put to fervice. No perfon was
allowed to make any open or common dole, or give any money in alms,
but to the common boxes and common gatherings in every nariih'
[2'jth Hen. Fill, c. 25.]

J i'
•

This was the firft law made in England that feemed to make any pro-
yifion for aged poor, yet being merely voluntary, it will appear from
lucceeding ones that it did not prove by any means effedual. Thofe
open doles were made by perfons of wealth, and of a charitable difpofi-
tion, at the gates of their houfes on certain fixed times, whither the
poor of the neighbourhood came, at a known hour, to have money or
provifions dealt out to them. The fame pradice is flill retained in many
parts of Scotland.

1537—An Englilh ad of pjarliament having direded of what length
and breadth the linen cloths called lockrams and dowlas, made in and
imported from Britany, fhould be, (a thing indeed fomewhat extraordi-
nary, to dired another nation concerning their own manufadures !) the
French refufed to be regulated by it ; and as thofe linens were ufually
paid for in Englifh woollen cloths exjwrted to Britany, whereby great
numbers of weavers, tuckers, fpinners, dyers, wool-pickers, &c. were
conftantly employed, and all thofe trades were now at a fland, that ex-
traordinary flatute was this year repealed. [2%th Hen. Fill, c. 4.]

About this time (according to Camden in his Britannia *) the wool-
len manufadure was introduced at Halifax in Yorkfhire. He fays, that
befides the largenefs of its parifh, which contained eleven chapels and
about i2,ooo people, nothing is fo admirable in this town as the induf-
try of the inhabitants, who, notwithftanding an unprofitably-barren
foil, have fo flourilhed by the cloth trade that they are become very
rich, and have gained a reputation for this above their neighbours

;

and this confirms the truth of the obfervation, that a barren country is

a great whet to the indufiry of its natives ; whereby alone we find Nu-
renberg in Germany, Venice and Genoa in Italy, and Limoges in France,
in fpite of their fituation on a barren foil, have long been flourifliing ci-
ties.

1538.—Solyman the Magnificent, the Turkifii emperor, feeling the
great lofs his fubjeds fuflained by being deprived of fupplyin.^ Europe
with fpices and other Indian merchandize from the port of Alexandria,

Camden fays/«w,/v^'mr/,;ift,; and ilic iiiim- ye.irs Isforc 16^7, tho date of tl.e h,Jl c.lliiuii,
btT ftands tlu- fame, I believe, in all the cditiDiib : above wenty years may be added to the anti. u.ty
\a that, as Mi. Andeilbii has rctkontd fcventy of the clothing trade .it Halifax. M.

'
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made an attempt to drive the Portuguefe out of India. He for that end
fent his admiral. Solyman Bafla, with eighty (hips and galleys, from the
Red Sea to befiege the ftrong fort of Diu, near the mouth of the Indus.
I he Turks, however, were repulfed with firmnefs, after ufing all kinds
of means to mafter it.

After the diffolution of monafteries, the clergymen throughout Ens-
land were enjoined by an order from Thomas Cromwell earl of EfTex
vicar-general of King Henry VIII, to keep a regifter of all weddings'
chriftenings, and burials in their pariihes. This laudable cuflom hasbeen contmued (though it is to be feared not fo carefully as it Oiould
be) ever fince. It is a pradice which on many important occafions maybe of great ufe to princes and ftatefmen. both for political and mercan-
tile confiderations

; and, as Bifliop Ni'colfon obferves, fuch regifters arefomeofourbeft helps for the prefervation of hiftory ; and TheTr ufe(fays he) might be more extenfive. if care were taken to regifter alfomany other remarkable occurrences relating to the public concerns ofthe feveral pariflies
; and therefore perfons of all perfuafions or opinionought, under a penalty, to be obliged to regifter The fame in the vcftry-books of every panlh. Such regifters are alfo of great ufe and autho-

t^eftatcrScc "'' ' '"'^'' ^*"' ^'°''"'^ '^' '^' °^' P"'^°"^' '^'^ ''''^^'

Ferdinando Soto, having a grant from the Emperor Charles V of thecountry of Florida, went thither with nine (hips an^ 600 men a hi^own expenfe and travelled many hundred leagues over that co ntryn eetmg w.th many great misfortunes ; and after fondry battles with the

year"
54"'""'^ ^'°"' "^^'^ '^'' ^^™^^"^"S '^^^ °^' ^- P^opI "i- Ihl

^aA^?''~'^V^u ^u""'
'538 was begun, and in 1539 was completed thediflolution of all the remaining abbeys, called tl4%reater onJs andloon after thofe in Ireland fhared the fame fate

'

indeed, the heads of thofe convents hid in n->rr -,, 1. o 1
'^^P'^*'5^-

fallen into tliat pradice. that the^nS; not ^be^bl t^ Sam';"geat a number m their houfes. whereby they much enrid^ed chenv

m^ author of a fmall folio, printed in the year 16S9, with the title

iJJfP'-T'^'''' «* E^8l^"d (laid by many J be the ear ofAnglefey ^). thinks there were in all about lo.ooo'perfons m^imlecf
• According to Mr. Cholmer.', information, the author was Sir Pc^cr Pet Jlf

L2
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in the convents of Knglnml and Wales. Now, if they were then main-
tained at L7 each perfon, their annual expence would be Ljsjo.ooo,
which probably was then near the yearly value of their lands ; and liv-
ing then being about five times cheaper than in our times, the total
yearly value of their Tands in our money would be Li,750,000 ; and if
on an average thofe lands be worth 20 years purchafe (as being fince
greatly improved), then the total prefent value of all the abbey-lands
may be about L35,ooo,ooo Sterling. That author farther obferves,
that as Camden m his Britannia makes all the parifhes of England
amount to 9284, thereto may be added 26 bifhops, 26 deans, 60 arch-
deacons, and 544 prebendaries ; thefe, joined to feveral rural deanries,
may make about 1000 more; though here our author feems to have
forgot that the deans and archdeacons, as well as the prebendaries, have,
almofl without exception, at leaft one parifli living, in fome of which
they may perhaps officiate (though but few) without entertaining a cu-
rate. And there being then (/. e. at the diflblution of the monafteries)
in Oxford and Cambridge about 60,000 ftudents, who, in expedation of
church preferments, either as regulars or as feculars, abftained from
marriage, there were then in all about 120,000 perfons reftrained by
their fundion from increafing and multiplying ; as at prefent double
(he fliould at leafl; furely have laid treble) that number is in France

;

which confideration alone gives a confiderable advantage to proteftant
countries in point of commerce as well as populaiton. And reckoning
that every marriage, one with another, produces four children, thefe
would more than double their number in the fame age. This we doubt
is not ftridly true *.

According to Camden [Britannia, p. 117, ed. 1607], the number of
inonafteries fupprefled in England and Wales, firftand laft, was 645, be-
fides 96 colleges, 2374 chantries and free chapels, and no hofpitals. It
is now too late to lament the demolition of all the monafteries, two or
three of wliich in every country (as being many of them fpacious and
ftately edifices) would excellently well have ferved for county holpituls
and workhoufes. Much more {hould the overthrow of the colleges be
lamented, fince even the two illuftrious univerfities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge were included in the diflblution ad ; and it was fome time after
that the king was, with fome difficulty, induced to continue them in
their former condition

; yet fo inconfiftent was he, almoft at the fame
time, as to found new and magnificent colleges in the fame univerfities.
And what (hall we likewife lay of the deftrudion of fuch as were real
hofpitals for the fick poor, the moft innocent and ufeful of any one kind
of charity whatever ?

According to Herrera and other hiftorians, it was about this time

» The increafc of mankind in any country mud the great body of the people can procure the
ever be in proportion to the fiicillty with which means of fubiillence. M.
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flwt the French pirates or freebooters began to Infcft the Spanifli Weft-
Indies. In the following yea.-, Herrera reports that many Portu'^uefc
caravels traded to the ifland of Hifpaniola, who at their return did not
(as all the Spaniards were bound to do) carry their cargoes to the India
contradation-houfe at Seville, by which means the king was defrauded
of his duties. It was therefore ordained in that fame year that none
ihould take in any cargo at Hifpaniola without giving fecurity to enter
the whole of it at the faid houfe at Seville.

1540.—It was now that the French made the firft attempt to eftablidi
a colony in Canada

; Cartier, already mentioned, having now failed ag;iin
from St. Malo with five (hips up the great river of St. Laurence, four
leagues above th,; haven of St. Croix, whae he, jointly witli the baron
de Roberval, ereded a fort. Others pluce Roberval's firft fettlcment at
Canada with 200 men and women in 1524.
The ftate of fliipping, even in the port of London, was at this time

but low, compared with the prefent tifne. If we may give credit to
Wheeler's Treatije of commerce (4to, 1601), who wrote in defence of t!ie
company ot the merchants-adventurers, to which company he was fc-
cretary. and who teftifies confiderable knowlege in mercantile con-
cerns, he exprcfsly aflerts, that about fixty vears before he wrote there
were not above four ftiips (befide thofe of the navy-royal) that were
above 1 20 tons each, within the river Thames.

There being a great coolnefs at this time between King Henry VIII
ofLngland and his nephew King James V of Scotland, who was ever
much attached to the French intereft, the latter prepared a navy of fif-
teen fhips, with 2000 men in them, for fome enterprife. Lord Herbert
does not pretend certainly to know James's defign in thofe piepiri-
tions. though It looked as if he hoped to annex Ireland to his crown
fince about that time certain Iriih gentlemen came to invite him over
to their country, promifing to acknowlege him for their kin- • and
that divers noblemen and gentlemen of Ireland ftiould come over 'to dohim homage. It feems King James wantetl not money at this time his
monafticai clergy giving him great fums to keep their houfcs from 'be-
ing diflblved *,

* Lord HiTl>ert, in the uuial jcaloulV of pui;.
ticians, fuppoKJ that a fleet could be equippedm no other purpufe but to difturb the tranoiiil-
lily of the neiglibouring nations j but this Scut-
tilh fleet had a very different, and much more
laudable, dciUnation.

James V, king of Scotland, Iiaving cxtemied the
authority of the laws thrmurh all the reil of his
kingdom, rcfolvcd thut the' remote highlands and
illands fliouia alfo be brought under 'legular au-
thority. With this view he prepared a fleet of
rwf/ir (not fifteen) llout Ihlps, with which he
himfcli failed from Leith, attended bv feveral ot

the principal nobility, ainl a competent military
force. Landing in moll of the principal illands,
he carried with him the chiefs as hollages for the
peaceable behaviour of their clans ; ai.d, for the
hrft tune fince the illands were fubjec^ to Scot-
land, peace and order prevailed in thole d'llant
territories.

With an attention to fciencc worthy of an en-
lightened fovercigii of a niarititne country, janc^
caiTied with him Alexander Lindfay, an txcelicnt
navigator and hydrographcr, wliofe chart of .Scot-
land and the iflands, compiled trom his obllrva-
tions made in this voyage, and which has been .-c-
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Baldivia invaded the fine country of Chili in South America, and be-
came mafter of fome part of it. Neverthelefs* what the Spaniards have
held m that country did for many years cod them very much blood-
Ihed, and the lofs of a great number of lives.

It was about this time that (according to the ingenious author of the
third and fourth parts of the prefem ftate of England, 8vo. 1683) cher-
ry-trees were firfl brought into England from Flanders, and planted in
Kent, with fuch fuccefs that an orchard of only 32 acres produced in
one year as much as yielded Liooo. Probably the novelty of fo deli-
cious a fruit made people at firft give high prices for them. Yet this
author, in another place, fays that Leonard Mafcal, King Henry VlU's
gardener, alleges that both pippins and cherries were in England before
the year 1524. Neverthelefs. Camden tilleges that the Romans intro-
duced the growth of cherries into Britain. If fo, it is ftrange the Saxons
fufFered fo fine a fruit to be loft in England *.

An ad of parliament now pafled in Scotland, which appointed in
every bu* gh an officer for the fealing of all woollen cloths, by way of
prevention of all drawers (ftrainers or ftretchers) thereof, and alfo of all
litftars (dyers) of falfe colours. [Jnc. V, pari vii, c. 112.]

1 541 .—Guftavus Erickfon, king ofSweden, obferving that the emperor
gave all kinds of afliftance to the Count Palatine, brother-in-law to the de-
throned and imprifoned King Chriftiern II, in order to reftore that unhap-
py king to the thrones of the three northern kingdoms, found it needful
to ftrengthen himfelf by fome potent foreign alliance for a counter-ba-
jance : And Francis I, king of France, being engaged in the Smalcaldic
league of the protcftant princes of Germany againft the emperor, Guf-
tavus difpatched an ambafiador to him, with propofals for a mutual
commerce between both nations

; particularly, that the Swedes would
fetch their wines, fait. &c. direflly from France in their own bottoms,
inftcad of taking them at fecond-hand from the Hollanders ; and Guf-
tavus, moreover, propofed to ered magazines of fait in Sweden, and to
cornpell every family (as is done in France itfelf) to take a fet quantity
of it at a fixed rate. His fait projed. it is true, did not fucceed ; but
his other propofals for trade were well received by iMancis, to whom
Guftavus offered \\\% aid againft the emperor. Vet, as the kingdom of
Sweden was till then very little known in France, Francis made a ftrid
inquiry invo its power, conftitution, &c. and finding fo warlike a na-
tion capable of being very conducive to the purpofes of France, he not
.only agreed on a treaty of commerce betv/een the two kingdoms, but

peatcdly fiiqiMvcil, is very .iccuratL- for tlic age,
and imicli fupcriur to lomt vvliiLli were iliawu af-

Ur it. M.
• Tlic dienieb brouglit to Eiit^laiid at this timf

mull have been a new lj)ci;iLi. Nuthiiig m mcjrc

certain tliaii that tlic Romans introduced cherries
in Britain, as I liave Hiown, In the year 54. 1

bclicw there ir, no reafoii to fiippofe that they
were ever loll. M.
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likewifc to a detenfive alliance, whereby the two kings mutually en-
gaged to aflift each other with 25,000 troops and 50 Ihips.

A rtatute was made, whereby all former ones were confirmed, Tor
confining the importation of wines from Gafcony, and woad from
Tholoufe, to Engliih and Irifti (hips only, [32 Hen. VIH, r. 14.]
By an ad of this fame year [c. 16.] the power which the kin- had

before afllimed, by his proclamation alone, of remitting to merciiants-
aiiens the duties they would otherwife have been obliged by law to pay
was confirmed and made legal. Such abjed flaves did thofe parliaments
render themlelves to the pleafure of that monarch.
There is an ad for paving the following ftreets or ways in London,

VIZ. i)The ftreet leading from Aldgate to Whitechapel church. 2)
The upper part of Chancery-lane. 3) The way leading from Hol-
bourn-bars weftward towards St. Giles in the fields, as for as any ha-
bitation is on both fides of the faid ftreet. 4) Gray's Inn-lane, 5)
Shoe-lane

; and, 6) Feuter (now Fetter) lane ; the two laft being tho-
rough-fares and pafiliges from Fleet-itreet into Plolbourn, That part
of Chancery-lane now to be paved is thus defcribed, viz, from the bars
belide the roils, lately fet up by the lord privy-leal, unto the faid high-
way m Holbourn. This pafihge fliows the age of the rolls-office iio.

Chancery-lane; andalfo that all Holbourn above the city-bars remained
unpaved till now

; neither was it now all built on both fides (nor -i

good while later than this time, as appears by a map of London in
queen Lhzubeth's reign). All thefe lix ways now diieded to be paved
are herem defcnl^ed as very foul, and full of pits and fiouglis very pe-
rilous, and noyous (noilome), as well for all the king's lubjcds on horVe-
oack as on foot, and with carriage. [32 He,i. Fill, c. 17.J Yet three
of thefe, VIZ. Shoe-lane, Fetter-lane, and Chancery-lane, are now in the
very centre ot the preient vafi contiguity, and all the reft are l.kewife
well built and inhabited. So great is the increafe and improvement ofLondon lincc thole thnes.

In the fame year, by a ftatute {c. i8.1 a lift of decayed cities and
towns IS exhibited (as in 15.35) Nvherein it is laid, there had beenm times pafl many beautiful houfes within the ualls and liberties of
\a' Lincoln Canterbury, Coventry, Bath. Chichefter, SahfiDury, Win-
chefter, Briftol, Scarborough. Hereford, Colchefter. Rochefter Portl-
mouth, Poole, Lynn. Feverlham. Worcefter, Staftbrd, Buckingham,
lontelrad, Grantham. Exeter, Ipfwieh, Southampton, Great Yarmouth
Oxenjord, Great Wicomb, Ciuildford. Eftretfore (qutere, if Stafford >)
kingfton upon Hull, Newcaftle upon Tyne. Beverley, Bedford, Leicef-
ter, and Berwick

: And m another [c. 19.] Shafton. Sherborn, Bridport
I>)rchefter, and \Veymouth, (all in Dorfetfiiire); Plymouth, Plympton,
Barnftable Faviftoke and Dartmouth, (all in Devonfhire) ; Lanccfton.
Lelkeard, Leftwithiel, Bodmin, Truro, and Helfton, (all lu Cornwall) -
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BridfwHtej-,'Faunt6n, Somerton, and Alchefter, (all in Somerfetfliire)

;

Maldon in Effes; and, laftly, Warwick :
' which houfes now are fallen

' down, decayed, and at this time remain unre-edified as defolate and
' vacant grounds, many of them nigh adjoining to the high ftreets, re-
' plenifhed with much uncleannefs and filth, with pits, cellars, and
* vaults, lying open and uncovered, to the great peril of the king's fub-
' jeds

; and other houfes are in danger of falling. Now, if the owners
• of the wafte grounds (on which houfes had ftood within twenty-five
' years back), and of the decaying houfes, do not in three years time
' rebuild them, then the lord of whom the ground is held may re-en-

I

ter, and feize the fame, &c. as in a like law anno 1 1535.' Concern-
ing which laws (now and afterward) it may be truly faid, they were
well enough judged, as probably thofe nuifances complained of were
more owing to careleffnefs, than to any real decay in moft of the places
mentioned in thofe two ads, and in the fubfequent ones of this centu-
ry ; fince it is well known, that many of thofe cities and towns were,
in thofe very times, increafing in commerce and manufadures : fo that
thefe two ftatutes feem to have proceeded rather from a particular hu-
mour of that parliament, than from any real decay of all, or at leaft of
many of tlie places ; fince, excepting London, Norwich, Liverpool,
Northampton, Chefter, Nottingham, Cambridge, and a few more, almoft
all the confiderable cities and towns of the kingdom are thus enumerat-
ed as decaying ones, which is almoll impoflible to have been the cafe,
whilft the nation in general was increafing, though then but flowly,
in wealth and commerce. This therefor leems to be one inftance at
leaft of the fallibility of fome of our old ftatutes : Some of thofe places
might complain of a real decay, which might give a handle to the re-
prefentatives of other places to include them alfo in that number,
though probably without any ground.

1542.—The humour of coercive Liws for building up wafte grounds
in cities and towns of England, feems to have prevailed much in the
reign of King Henry VIIL We have juft exhibited a long lift of fuch,
by an ad of parliament in 1541 ; and another ad [^^ Hen. VIII, c. 36.]
fays, that whereas in times paft, many beautiful houl'es have been with-
in the walls and liberties of the cities of Canterbury and Rochefter; the
towns of Stamford and Grimfii)y in Lincolnlhire ; the towns of Cam-
bridge, Darby. Guildford, Dunwich ; the towns of the Cinque-ports,
with thfii- members; Lewis inSuflcx, and Buckinghan/ ; which are now
fallen d wn, decayed, and remain unre-edified; lying as defolate, with
much ordure, filth, &c. as in the preceding law's is fpccined ; where-
for, the owniTS of i'uch wafte grounds, and of thofe decayed houfes,
are to rebuild them withm two years after proclamation made by the
magiftrates ; or failing rhem,then the next or chief lord of the foil may
ieize on and rebuild the fame for his own ufe, fo he docs it within two
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years and a half after. And in deflmk of his not re-entfering therctm
then any perfon, havmg a rent-charge on the premifes, may reenter, as'm the before-named cafe. And in default of him who has the renNcharge, then the mag.ftrates of the refpedive cities and towns may reenter. And laftly. it they foil to re-enter and rebuild inXeTyem
SeJ ftate

°™" "^^^ '^""^^^^ ^"^ P°^'^^^ ^^™' «^ ^^ theL

The Englifh merchants of Southampton and London, we find Cbv

t"ta7e It'fh'VV^"'^'"
^^^ ^"*" '^^"^ '""^ ^542 ;

a'nd fo i??eem^to have ^t rhofe times been permitted, and until the year i <80 thatSpain got pofFeflion of Portugal. ^ ^ * ^

the^cL^'n?^rf ^°''''"r
°^ ^"^"""" ^'^^"S ^^^^ ^ f"" difcovery ofthe coaft of China m the y^ars 1540 and 1542. they were in 1^42driven by ftorm to make an accidental difcovc^ of the fflandrof Tapanwhere they were at firft well recrived. J ^ "'

By virtue of an ad of the Irifh parliament, King Henry now affuraed the title of kmg. mftead of lord, of Ireland ; whereuporX W^
'^Tdaird R^i K ^'^'TJ

,'^'^^°"^' obferves. « that albeiE^ tL kiigs ^fEngland h^ul been abfolute mcmarchs of Ireland before though on ?vwith the title of lords of it; yet l>ecaufe. in the vulgar conceit the-name of king is higher than that of lord, afiliredly fhe affumL of
• land'ln thf'"? %'??' -^''^d the fov.reignty of'he kfng ofIng-
legei -that Ti:^Lf^''T?'''' c ^'i

^'' '^^ '^^ ^'"^^ timf acknow-eges, that although Sir Anthony St. Leger. then lord-deputv took"feveial good meafures for the improvement ^f h-eland alfthTs'whSthe provinces of Connaught and UlUer. with a good part of Leirftewere not reduced to (hire-ground. And although Munfter w fan
r';ir^''^-T'°T'^.^ ^^^ ^l^^ people we,^^ecomeoIegene:

' her;i Tn"r' ^f'"l
^^

'"'^'^'J'^'^
"^^"^e his commiffion arnongftthen In fuch a ftate ot affairs there could be no room for anvhmg hke a letted commerce in Ireland : For the bulk of the old En/hlh race were lo tar degenerated as to lofe the ufe of the EngUfli.tongue, and becommg mere Irifli.they afllimed Irilh names

^
The negligence and decay of the (ea(l) coaft fiftiing towns of Enrland at this time is apparent from an ad of parhament^ whTch dcfbriSfs"'a bad cuftom of our people on that coaft. who. inrtead of fiftinT'hemfe ves, went in their boats half-feas over, and bought freftvKf theFlemmgs, Zelanders. Picards. and Normans, ft was therefor nowanaded. that whofoever Ihould buy any frelh filh in that manner rft-geon. porpoife, and (eal excepted), to nut to Ikle to^nl!!^ ^^'

this realm mould forfeit for ever^L'\" n%lf,md: ;Tut'Thr n^extend to fifh bought in Iceland. Scotland. Orkney. Shetai^d Icelandor Newfoundland, (then called Newland.) [33 He„ Fill c 2 1

Yot^'lT^'
^'''" ''*'''' '^'^ ^^^^^ °^ ^^^ ^^ ^"^ ^^*' "^'^^ 'in England

M
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relating to bankrupts, [34 Henry Fill.'] viz. ' The lord chancellor,

* treafurer, &c. (hall take order with bankrupts bodies, lands, and goods,
' for the payment of their debts *.'

In this year, according to Lewis Guicciardin's Hiftcry of the Nether-

lands, the renowned city of Antwerp had its third and lall great en-

largement, by extending the walls fo as to inclofe what is called the new
town, towards the north. The new walls were built of fine hewn ftone,

and beautifully adorned. That illuftr'ius mercantile city then contain-

ed about 1 00,000 inhabitants, according to Guicciardin, who had dili-

gently computed the fame.

We may infer from a ftatute [34., 35 Hen. VHI, c. 6.] concerning

pins, that fuch as are now ufed by the ladies are but of recent inven-

tion. The adl fays, that no perfon ftiall put to fale any pinnes but only

fuch as fhall be double-headed, and have the heads foldered faft to the

fhank of the pinne, well fmoothed, the (hank wellftiaven, the point well

and round filed, cauted, aftd fharpened. Now, the labour of making
pins after this manner, as it muft have rendered them much more ex-

penfive, {hows the novelty of the invention, which probably was but

lately brought from B*ranee. And the inconveniency of the make of

thofe pins naturally fet our people upon improving fo tedious and clum-

fy a manufadture ; for, in about three years time, they fell into the pre-

fent ingenious and expeditious manner of ^making them, as appears by
an adl [37 Hen. VHl, c. 13.] for repealing the above ftatute. Before

the invention of thefe brafs pins, there were many pretty and ingenious

contrivances for the conveniency of the drefs and ornament of both

fexes, fuch as ribbons, loopholes, laces with points and tags, clafps, hooks

and eyes, and ikewers made of brafs, filver, and gold. From the laft it

is very probable that pins naturally proceeded, being no other than

fmaller and more convenient and delicate ikewers.

Herrera acquaints us that the Spaniards from Mexico now failed for

difcovery on the weft fide of North America as far as the latitude of 44.

degrees north, even to the farther end of California ; but as they found

there neither gold nor filver, and only very cold weather, they returned

home to Mexico.

1544 UponKingHenry's return from his fuccefsful fiege ofBoulogne,

whereby he had ground to apprehend reprifals from France, he fet about

fortifying his fea-coafls. He began with guarding the entrance into

the river Thame, by eiedling the fort of Tilbury, and a baliery oppo-

fite to it at Gravcfend. Dover was his next care, where he built its fa-

* A fubftqiient flatute [13 Elm. c. 7.] tx-

ji!ain8 wlio were to be accour.li-d bankrupts, and

puts \\\i tr.t'tliods of procetding concerning them

nearly on the fame footinjj as at prefent.

At litis lime letters written in LonJon were re-

rtivcd in Edinburgh on the fouilh Jiy. £StiitIer't

LelH
Sue

!crs nnd nego:i(itior.i, pp. 138, 139, 146, &c.]
.. jl' diipatch was little or nothing inferior fo th.ic

of the pod in our own days before the eflablilh-

ment of mail coaches ; but it was only a tempo'
rary tftablilhrnent for the conveyance of the Eng.
lifli government letters. M.
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mcus (though too fruitlefs) p.er, running out into the fea. at the ex-
penfe of no lefs a fum than L65.000 (if tmnfcribers have not added acypher too much), fince frequently repaired at a great expenfe. Portf-mouth was h,s next cJ,re,_^nd afterwards fundry other places. Moreoverthe lower of London having till then been the only magazine of thekingdom for artillery and military ftores, he now prudenUy diftributedmuch ofthemmthofe newly-fortified places on the coaft. which haSpened extremely opportune

; for this fame year, a large French fle£0.150 great Ihips and 60 fmaller ones, befide 25 galleyf from the Meditei-mnean (being all hired merchant (hips), made In attempt upon

Herw" h'^K^^^a"^-"'"''^"^"^ ^^ P-f«'^ »° "^ relief^ ZTdHerbert and other luftonans relate, that the Englift fleet of 100 faS(which alfo were hired merchant fljips) fought that of France, thougk

Tdt ut """^^Tu"
^""^ '^° ^°^"' ^"•i "^^de them fly to their olncoafts

;
but none of them are accurate enough to give us any accou^

:f tt HLl"ind''^?hi?M°',;'"
^-^^\'- -'-<J of m^yTh^

i1j ever mafe at fJa ^" "^"^^ '''""' ^^^ ^'""''^ ^^"-^ ^^^'^rance

.rZl^'K'' « '^ ^^^ French pirates or freebooters in the Weft-Indiesaccording to Herrera, who tells us, that four of their fhips with ^ ten

'

der, entered the port of Santa Marta, where, landing 400 men the Sna"

bu.nt. From thence they failed to Carthagena, where thev nrai^ifpdthe like rapme, that place not having been .^yet well for ifie^d
^

After^va^d they attempted the Havanna, fn the ifland of Cuba ,nd tdnJthere repulled. returned home by the gulf of Florida.
^

We have in two former inftances noted the great influence winVh

eftabhlh.ng th.s monopoly, as uftial. fets forth, that the citV of Ynr^

M2
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great deceit of the king's fubjeds, &c. (moft of which reprefentation
appears to have been an impofiticn on the parHament.) It was now
therefore enadled, that no perfon whatever, within or nigh to the coun-
ty of York, fhall make any coverlets for fale. but inhabitants alone,
dwelling within the cii/ of York and its fuburbs, upon forfeiture, &c.
What could be a greater monopoly than this ? Or what a greater injuf-
tice to the poor manufadlurers in other parts of the county ?

As the gradual increafe of the fuburbs of London does in a great
meafure keep pace with the gradual increafe of the general commerce
of England, and as it is, moreover, a piece of curious and entertaining
hiftory to mark the gradual advances of both, we therefore have no
need of an apology for exhibiting whatever falls in our way of that
kind. By a ftatute [34, 35 Hen. FIH, c. 1 2.] the ftreets and lanes call-

ed Whitecrofs-ftreet, Chifwell-ftreet, Golding-lane, Grub-ftreet in the
parifh of St. Giles's without Cripplegate, Gofwell-ftreet, Long-lane in
the parifti of St. Botolph, and St. Sepulchre's without Newgate ; St.

John's-ftreet, leading from the bars of Smithfield up to the pound, at

the corner of the wall extending along the highway leading to Ifling-

ton ; and alfo the ftreet from the faid bars to Cow-crofs j Water-lane in

Fleet-ftreet, leading down to the Thames ; the way leading without
Temple-bar weftward, by and unto Clement's Inn gates and New Inn
gates, to Drewry-place in the county of Middlefex ; (this (hows that this

way was not then built on) and alfo one little lane ftretching from the
faid way to the iign of the bell at Brewry-lane end ; and the common
way leading through a certain place called Peiit-Francc, from the bars
of the weft end of Tothill-ftreet at Weftminfler, to the uttermoft part
of the weft end of the faid place called Petit-France ; the ftreet r high-
way leading from Bidiopsgate to and above Shoreditch church ; and the
bridge called Strond-bridge, and the way leading from the fame bridge
towards Temple-bar ; and the lane called Fofkue-lane, from the garden
and tenement of the biftiop of Litchfield, and the gardens and tenement
called the '>.ll and Prodors, down to Strond-bridge (thefe names now
«nknown'^, be very foul, and full of pits and floughs, very perilous and
noyous, and very neceflary to be kept clean, for the avoiding of cor-
rupt favours, and an occafion of peftilence ; for the amendment and
reformation whereof, all who had any lands or tenements adjoining to

the aforefkid ftreets, lanes, and ways, were ordered to pave the lame
with paving ftones before their ten' ments to the middle of the ftreet or
lane, in like manner and form as the ftreets of the city of London be
paved, with caufeys or channels in the midft of the fame ftreets ; and
idfo to maintain the fame.

In this year. King Henry VITI being at war with Scotland, the Eng-
li(h army took and pillaged the town and port of Lcith, (which is pro-
perly the port of Edinburgh.) And Lord Herbert hereupon remarks,
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morethat on t

' lat occafion the Englifh foi
could have eafily imagined. -

^

In that war the Englifh took twenty-eight ofthe principal ftips ofScot-
land, fraught with all kind of rich merchandize, as they returned from
France, Flanders, Denmark, and other countries, and they brought theminto the Enghfh ^rts. \I>rake>s biji. Angh-Scotka, p. 351.] S? l^t kIhould feem that Scotland at this time was not without fome conOdcJ-abk fhare of foreign commerce.
As yet the prefent great fuburb of London eaftward along the northbank of the Thames fmce named Wapping. had not (as far as appears)any exiftence as a fuburb. or was not built up into houfes ; for by an

•J^'^ J"' ,
•,.^'.9-3 Wapping-marfh, in the county of Middlefex

IS direfted to be divided by certain perfons affigned. And Richard
Hill of London, mercer, (the aflignee of Cornelius Wanderdeif. who athis own charge, mned, inbanked, and recovered the fame, being drown-
ed) was to have the one moiety thereof to him and »o his heirs: it hav-ing been before this time within the flux of the tide. Thofe banks be-mg in the year 1565 broken in feveral parts by inundations, were re-paired; but were again damaged in 1571, when, for the greater fe-curity of the banks hereafter, they firft began to ered houfe? thereon
the memory of which xz ftill preferved in a ftreet there, called Wapping-

In an ad of parliament [34, y^ Hrn. Fill, c. 21.] relating to grants oflands by the king, it is enafted, that for over-grants of lands, more thanwas fpecified and mtended by the king, the grantees (hall pay to theking after the rate of twenty years purchafe. Yet this is brno means
a rule to judge of the value or purchafe of lands at that time which
certamly was very much lower than this valuation, which moft proba-
bly was mtended as a punifhment and a caution to all grantees not toconceal the quantum of the crown's grants.

And in the fame year, a very good ftatute (the firft of the kind) wasmade for prefervmg the woods of England, as well for the benefit ofhoufe and fhip-timber as for firing. [35 K-n. VUl, c. 17.J This ftatute
was afterwards made perpetual, [i a Eliz, c. 25.]
By an adt of parhament of the fame year \_c. 24.] we find that 200

acres ofland (100 of meadow and 100 of pafture) at Maddingley in
Gambridgefhire, with the appurtenances, are thereby declared to be in
the whole o/: the yearly value often pounds, and fo letten to farm to
the ufe and intent that the profits thereof fhould be for the fees and
wages of the knights (m parliament) fo- he county of Cambridge : and
this land therefor was called the ftiirc- aanor •, and was now adually
l^t to John Hmde ferjeant-at-Iaw for that fum yearly, being at \2d per
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acre yearly rent. This is a better guide to the true value of lands in
thofe times than the preceding quotation from c. 21 of the fame year,
which lands may at "prefent be worth near twenty times as much.

In the fame year we have another ftatute \c. 4.] for repairing and re-
building decayed houfes and wafle places in the following towns (exaft-
ly in the fame ftyle as the ads of 1535, 1 5:41, and 1^42), viz. Shrewf-
bury, Chefter, Ludlow, Haverford-weft, Pembroke, Tenby, Gaermar-
then, Montgomery, Cardiff, Swanefle, (/. <?, Swanfey) Cowbridge, New
Radnor, and Preftend (;. e. Prefteing) in Radnorfhire ; Brecknock and
Monmouth

; Maiden in Effex ; Abergavenny, U'^ie, Caerleon and New-
port in Monmouthlhire ; Lancafter, Prefton, Lyrepcole, (». e. Liverpool)
and Wigan in Lancalhire.

A judicious obferver will naturally remark that there is fuch a thing
as fafhion or example even in the important fubjed of ads of parlia^
ment. Thus one age (from an applauded example or two) runs more
into one kind of reformation of abufes, another age into fome other
kind, for the fame reafon. This and the before mentioned other three
ftatutes fufficiently exhaufted the fubjed they relate to, having therein
adually gone through not only almoft all the confiderable cities and
towns of the kingdom, London excepted, but have even defcended to
feveral towns which neither are, nor ever were of confideration enough
to have fo much regard paid to them ; yet it is not to be denied that
the defign in general is very laudi^ble. After the reftoration of King
Charles II, the making of rivers navigable, and the repairing and deep-
ening of harbours, had a confiderable run ; and the laft and prefent ge-
neration have run partly into that likewife ;,but the prefent age more
efpecially into bridges and public roads.

1545-—According to Herrera's Hillory of Spanifh America, the un-
paralleled filver mines of the mountain Potofi in Peru, which had been
difcovered a little time before, but till now concealed from the kind's
officers, w?re now firft regiftered in the king of Sp.iin's books. It feems
an Indian, running up that mountain after a deer, difcovered the firft

mine, by laying hold of and tearing up by the root a ftirub which grew
out of a vein of ore. The next year other veins were difcovered on this
feemingly 'nexhauftible mountain, which being noifed abroad, it brought
moft of tlie inhabitr.nts of the town of La Plata to fettle there ; fo that
in a fhort time, in the neighbourhood of thofe mines, there fprung up
the largeft town in all Peru, where there is a prodigious trade. The
mountain lies in 21 dej-rees and 40 minutes of fouth latitude, yet, be-
caufe of its great height, it is cold and dry, and by nature barren, pro-
ducing neither fruits nor grafs. The colour of it's earth is a dark red.
Such was the riches drawn from thofe mines, that even in thole times
the king's fifth amounted to one million and a half of pieces of eight
yearly, although in thofe early days they robbed the king of much of
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his due, not one third part of the filver being ftamped and regiftered.He adds that in the year 1585 they counted ,,i millions thit had
paid the king's fifth from the firtt difcovery of the mines to that yearbedde an immenfe quantity that had never paid the fifth. It feems itwas at firft found to be very difficult to feparate the metal from theearth or drofs by dmt of fire, the antients being ignorant of the fepa-
ration of filver by mercury, although they knew that of gold, andthought that mercury would not cleave to any other n.etal but goldThe Spaniards, however, afterward difcovered that it would cling to
filver alfo, though not fo foon ; but it has no eflfed upon other metals.And fince this difcovery, the poorer ore. which cannot be refined by
fire, IS not loft as formerly; /or the quickfilver perfedly clears the fil-ver without fire. There were (it feemsj no quickfilver mines in Eu-rope, according to our author, until after the difcovery of America
excepting thofe of Carinthia in Germany, and of Almadin in Spa nbut in the year 1566 they difcovered one near Guamanga "n Peru'whereby the crown gets (it is faid) 400,000 dollars of clear profit an^
nually. befides what js gained by cleanfing the metal with mercuryamounting to a vaft fum. Two-thirds of all the filver which comes'from America to Europe (fays our author) comes from PeruTo this account of the moft famous filver mines in the univerfe andof the great improvement in refining the metal by quickfilver, handeddown to us by fo authentic an author, we may venture to add, that
fince Herrera's days, there have been other very rich filver mines dif-covered in Peru r.nd particularly, it is faid. there was a very rich onedifcovered near Cufco fo lately as the year 1713
Under this fame year Daniel tells us of a French fhip of war carry-ing 100 large brafs cannon; yet he neverthelefs owns in general that

bulk with thofe of modern times, finre in old times large fleets were
fitted out from harbours, where now fhip. of a moderate fize have notwater enough to float them, of which Havre de Grace (built by KingIrancis I), and many other places, are inftances. Our En.lifli navalh.ftonans think that flups had not, as at prefent. gun pon-holcnu
this time, before which they only placed a few cannon on their upprdecks, and on their prow rnd poop, fighting with cannon in (hips be

!he dZnf/-
'"™'

"''"n"'"'-
^'"^'' '^'''^''''' "'^y be imRakJ as to

liie date ot his 100 gun fliip.

1546-Intcrcft, orufefor money lent (in thofe days, and alwaysWvn by then..meof ufury) was now firft fettled in England b^'huute [37 7/^.,,, nn. r. y.]. ii.titled. ' How offenders in ufurv fl.all bepun.nied.' Be ore this time (fays the judicious Sir Jofiah Child erewas no hiw for hmumg the rate of intereft ; there wis then littt tr deand as little money in tlie nation ; wherefor every man took fud" m
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imereft tor ^^hat money he could put out as he could get, wliadi Sn
luiftdiy mftances (to be found in biftory here and there) was before
tbiMime generally higher than 10 per cent, as partly too appears fitsm
the ftrong expre/lioas in this law. the preamble whereof ikys, ' That
^
Ijmdry ftatutes have b««n made for the avoiding and puniftiment of
ulury, being a thing unlawful,' (and yet with the fame breath thefe

Jawgiverfi efliubUfti it, for this was the church's opinion of thofe times^
thoygh never umforwily put in praaice), ' and of other coirupt bar-
gams, Ihifts, and ohevifanccs ; which ftatutes are fo obfcure and dark

• in intents «f, and ar^ off© little force, that by realbn thereof Kttle or
' no puniftment hath enfued to the offenders of the fame ; for reforr.f-
' atipn whereof (fays the preamble gravely), be it cnadled, that all
tonne* ftatutes concerning ufury, fhifts, &c. and all forfeitures and
penalties concerning the fame, be henceforth utterly void.'
Next, this aft prohibits the tricks made ufe of to evade the laws pro-

hibumg ufury
; as, J) The ftiift by felling merchandize to a perfon,

and withm three months after buying the fame of him at a Icfler price.
II) Noae ftiall, by way of any corrupt bargain, lone, efchange, chev-
ilaiKe, fluft, mtereft of any wares, merchandiaes, or other thing what-
ever, or by any corrupt or deceitful way, or by any covin, engine, or
deceitful way of conveyance, receive or accept, in lucre or gains, for the
forbearing or giving day of payment of one; whole year, of and for his
or their money, or other thing that fliall be due for the fame waies
&c. above the fum of ten pound in the hundred, neither for money
nor merchandize, nor yet for mortgages of lands and tenements, under
the forfeiture of treble the value of the principal money lent, and of
the iffiies and profits of the Hiid lands or tenements, and Ihall alfo be
impnfoned, and make fine and ranfom at the king's will and pleafure.
Ot tlus forfeiture one moiety to be the king's, and the other the in-
former's f.

In a treaty of peace between England and France, Henry VIII agreed
to lurrender Boulogne and its territory to Francis I in eight years time,
on condition of being paid by Francis two millions of gold crowns, &c. Iand all new impolitions on commerce in either kingdom for the luft fifty
years were agreed to be abolilhed. [Fadera, V. xv, p. 93.J Hall's chronicle
lays, that jult before the conclufion of this treaty, the EngUlh fleet en-
tered the river Seine with 160 fail of large ihlps, and came before the
town of Havre de Gr. ce, where the French fleet was, confifting of aoo
fhips and 26 galleys of force, wher'iof the pope had fent 20 ; but a ftorm
foon feparated the two fleets without any adion.

* They were apparently fo framed, on purpofe
lo leave toom to avoid the penalties, whilt, to

fleafe the clergy, all ufury wa» dtcUrcd (inful and
MHiawful.

f The good people in the reign of Edward VI,

determining that intcrell for the uf^'«of money wai
in no cafe lawful, repealed this law ; but the wiftr
parliament of the ijtlt year of Elizabeth rtftored
it, as v/ill be fctn in due time.
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The great wealth of the Fuggers. merchants of Augfburg. now liv-ng at Antwerp (a ready mentioned in the year i ? 35 )Ns farther ilil-

Henrv ^lUof^^TT 1 '^"^">- ^"^^^^ and'i'e"hews to KingHenry VIII of England, and to the city of London (bound witl. ht!!!^

And in the ibilowing year, King Edward VI borrowed of the fom.

ijnrr^fV i'
• V ^ J

. .
"* ^^ ^^^ ^hat in thofe times the monarchs

Z::^;t'^
'''''''''''''' ""^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ fecuntyof tTrg"e«

Henry VIII granted a licence to two Florentine merchants therein

i d m/int ,lf! T ""'""• '''?'"'>• '«"«= " '!>= incumbent of he

'haUunlntt^re'tllVrofLsVe-i;.'' '""
'"'" """ """''

Vol. II.
•'
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a;

Henry Vlil, by his laft will and teftamcnt, among other things, • be
* queaths to his daughters Mary and Klizabeth, at their marriages, they
* being married to any outward (foreign) potentate (by the advice of
* his counfellors), if he beftow them not in his lifetime, ten ilioufand
' pounds, in money, plate, jewels, and houfchold (luff, for each of
' them, or a larger fum, at the difcretion of the executors.' [Fcedera,
V. XV, p. 116.]

1 547-—-I" this year, the firll of King Edward VI, Peter Baude, a
Frenchman, was the firft who in England cafl; iron ordnance or can-
non, fays the author 6f an 8vo book, intitled, Englifh worthies in
church and (late (London, 1684). As the Engliih made ufe of can-
non 200 years prior to this time, it is fomewhat ftrange they were fo
jate in making iron ones at home *.

Thuanus [L. 129. J fpeaking of the progrefs of filk from the eaft to
the weftern parts, relates, that, in the reign of King Francis I of
France (who died this year), filk profpered in Touraine, but more efpe-
cially in Proi'ence, as lying moft foutherly, and alfo at Avignon, Lyons,
and feveral other parts of France ; but near Paris, the climate was
found not to be proper for it, though the greateft c?-e was taken of the
filk-worms at Fontainebleau.

The ftatute againft vagabonds [i Edw. VI, c. 3.] carries fo many
marks of the antient bondage of the lower clafs of the people of England,
that it is no wonder it was repealed in the fame reign, and ilill farther
in the 39th of Queen Elizabeth, as improper for a free and commercial
people. It enads, ' That a runagate fervant, or any other who liveth
* idly and loiteringly by the fpace of three days, being brought before
* two juftices of the peace, they fnall caufe him to be marked with an
* hot iron on the breaft, with the mark V, and adjudge him to be the
' flave of him who brought him for two years after, who (hall take the
' faid flave, and give him bread, water, or fmall drink, and refufe
' meat, and caufe him to work by beating, chaining, or otherwife, in
* fuch work and labour as he ftiall put him to, be it never fo vile i and
' if fuch flave abfent himfelf from his faid mafter within the faid term
' of two years, by the fpace of fourteen days, then he fliall be marked
' on the forehead, or the ball of the cheek, with an hot iron, with the
' fign of an S, and farther fliall be adjudged to be flave to his faid maf-
' ter for ever; and if the faid flave fliall run away the fecond time, he
* fliall be adjudged a felon. It fliall be lawful to every perfon, to whom
' any fliall be adjudged a flave, to put a ring of iron about his neck,

• Stow, whom this author of Englijb worthies
is perhaps following, fays, that in the year 1 543,
Henry VIII employed Peter Bawd a Frenchman,
and another foreigner called Peter Van Collen, to
itiak,-: mortari for bombs, which he rcprefcuts as

Invented by them ; and that Bawd contiaued in

the reign of Edward VI to make ordnance of call

and was the inftruftor of a fuccefl>on of
artilla in that manufadure.
:6oo.] M.

\_.^nncdei, p. 983, iJ.

I «•». 3 '•! "
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arm. or leg.~A juftice of peace may bind a beggar's roan-chUd ao-prentxce to the age of fourteen years, and a woman-child t^ tte a«of twenty years, to any thit will «:qoir« than ; and if tlAid cWMnin away, then his maftcr may retaiu and ufo him for tV^ ?

;
afo«.faid as hi. flave •.^l i,„pLnt. ma!^?ti aged perf^^^^^^

^Hf^.l"^"'' ^""I
\^eHbond.. fhall have ciuvenifnt Cfes ^ro!v.ded for them, and utherwife (hall be relieved in the citic, or towmwhere they were born, or we«j moft converfant, by the fpiw;. of threeyears, by the wxllmg and charitable difpoHtion of the ^riftL t^and none other (hall be fuffered to beg there.' TWs veryw ckScontams an expref. contradidion. the firil part of i bein^n iSunSm behalf of the poor, and the latter part living it to tU Jniincri 3

charuable difpofition of people. Suc'h provS for tli^el "andaged poor are to be found in the ftatute-book both before and af^r

^dlnSua^ " '''-' "^'^ ™"^'^ recommendatory, they always pt"
At this time, it feems. the antieni city of York was • jch Aern^^AAftatuteof ,e fame year [..9.]. repreLus ftrdecSon"^a the fotlowmg terms. V.Z • In that city and fuburba there are m^y parS'churches, which heretofore (the fame being ; i^ inhabkS^S replenilhed with people) were good and hor.i' u.ings for Sorned [n'

• of"^. ff
^^

.
"^ '^'' P^'^y ^"^'^« «f ^he rich mcrchamr and"of the offerings of a great multitude; which livings being now fomuch decayed by the ruin and decay of the faid cityTando/the iTadeof merchandize there the revenues and profits of dw' rs of the feme

• ^TfT'"f "?• "' '^''
^'Z'"'''

'''""'' '^^^^ ^l'« -1«" yearly valie ofLi
. 6 : 8 ;

fo that a great fort of them are not a compcten and honeft hvuig for a good curate; y.a, and no perfon wiil'^c^e ^e Z-e

the faid cuy. are hereby empowered to unite the f.iS pJriihes fnto

• ^7 toTe^'h "." ^^^'"^ °'' '^' ^'^^ 1'-'^- into o,?^ pt^'"IhaU to them be thought convenient to be a living for one honeft Incumbent, lo as the clear yearly value exceed not L 20 The fuper"fluous churchesiliall be pulled down, toward the repamion Lid enlargement of the other churches, or of the bridges of the fa^ citv"and the relict of the poor.' The reft of this ad'containsa pJovmon

"g^&.^l!L7o'^ Skd.'"' '"" "™"' "^ '-« "»« "" '' «='»'^*. "ot tr,„rcrib.d, con. .„.

N J
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for the then incumbents of united parifhes, the king's firft fruits and
tenths, &c.
Aas of parliament frequently do not fet forth the true grounds of

the evils they are defigned to redify ; and it may be proper to remark
on this ftatute, that the fmaltaefs of thofe livings in York (as in many
other places) was probably owing to the reformation from popery,
whereby the ignorant and ill-judged zeal of the laity received a great
check. Dying perfons, and others, in ignorant times, frequently
feredted and endowed new pariflies unneceflarily ; and many of thofe en-
dowments being even at firft but fmall, when at the reformation the
privy tithes of the rich, and the offerings of the multitude failed, and
money alfo became gradually lefs valuable, they became totally inade-
quate to the fupport of the incumbent, for which a wrong caufe was
often affigned. The zealous multiplying of parifhes in many cities and
towns in old times, renders it impoflible to form any certain judgment
of the number of inhabitants from that of the parifhes. Thus, for iit-
ftance, Newcaflle upon Tyne has but four parifhes, though' it pro-
bably may now contain 40,000 inhabitants ; and York has ftill twenty-
eight pariflies, with lefs than half the population. Oxford and Cam-
bridge have each of them above thrice as many parifhes as Newcaflle,
vvith little more than a quarter of the number of people in each, and
the like might be faid of many other places.
The herring-fifhing of the Hollanders was now fo confiderable, and

-was eftecmed fo precious by them, that their great penfionary De Wit
^^Vntereft of Holland, part ii, c. i.] relates, • That the ftates of Holland,

though then but low, and although it was in a time of peace, fitted
'* out eight (hips of war for the defence of the fifhery.'

Voltaire, in his introdudion to his efTay on the age of* Louis XIV
fpeaking of the times of King Francis I. fays, ' the French, though
• polkfFed of harbours both on the ocean and Mediterranean, were yet
without a navy

; and tliough immerfed in luxury, had only a few
• coarfe manufadiires. The Tews, Genoefe. Venetians, Portuguefe
Hemmgs, Dutch, and Englifh, traded fucceflivcly for us, we being ig-

• norant even of the firft principles of commerce.'
The ftatute [i Ediv.Vl, r. 14.] which now granted the king all the popilh

chantries, &c. in F.ni^land not difpofed of by the 37th of Henry VIII, c.

4, direded part of the rents fettled 011 thofe chantries to be applied to-
ward tiie maintenance of piers, juttees, walls, or banks, againft the ra-^e
of the fea, havens, and creeks. It had been well If that application
had duly taken place for f) national a benefit. Ana by another ad
[2 Edw. VI, c. 5.], all the fee-farms payable by any city or town-cor-
porate to the crown, are direded, during the three following years, to
be bcilowed iolely upon the reparation of walls and bridges, and Vet-
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ting tae poor on work, or other good deeds, in every fuch city andtown. But few or none of thefe good deeds were ever put in prldice
1548—A very neceOary ftatute was alfo made [2.3 Edw.n T^fuor

rin ,r f
' '' '^

u'''^
P"'^" ' ^"^ ^^^" f«r reftraining workmen andlabourers from combmmg not to do their works but a? a cert^n fixeJprice or to do but a certain work in a day, or not to work b u at certarn hours. A claufe. wifely intended, was added to this a^ icenfin;

tbnTin aTr\''"'"r'
^" ^"^'^'^S houf^^ &c. to ft,lS thdr occu;^

rno":LeTeV;f Srr^P°™^^' ^^^'."^^h they did not live the^e-

triumphs, and tth" rimes for Z. v- ^^7' ^""^ '' '"'^"^ ^"^ ^""^^-y

be a Kreat dccav oVp?,nn^ ^ '^'' "''"^"^ P"vileges, the fame fhould

1
v.^1 lu i.onuon, \et the repeal beinji ceneral tnnlr in oil ^^lporation cities and t-nJ-nc n^j r ^ general, looR m all other cor-

I die opmi4^ :^:^':^^^:^-r:::
°"^ -'-'' '--' ---^y

politS by :'ftl,f Jf: ^j-f?/ partly ecclenanical and partly

theprea;nbiit|;"xpV(^,'/J^^^^ ^l^^ou^^h il

' o^ di«ir nature of one equ.irritvmrr "'^''''' ^^
• ciefilechr.rtianmen ,Tf'^ 7J'"'^

lohnefs none of which can
' turn,ng their kn^^^^, uS ^ttJ^X' ?' r",>'"f

^"^^^^•
' more than in ti.vus inft brXn nl ^^ fena,al.ty. hive of late
' have been ufe.i m M ""'^ contemned (uch abftintnce as
' ing 1-m a d o ;^",

'''^"' "P"" \^^^ ^>i^-'».V« =^"d Saturdays, embe

'
, >. I.,

t-M\us otiiti tonfidfrations, it was t^ni'k'H th-ii- ..11 +•u laws concerning faOing he repealed tml,. '
Ji^n

'
^'""'"

' lays, Saturdiv^ n,^,i . T r"
"^',^^'^" ?—t'Wt none tat fie h on Fii-
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to be purpofely expreffed very loofely fof a loophole), on pain of for-
fetmg lof for the firft offence, and ten days imprifonment, without
all that time eating any flelh, and 20/and twenty davs imprifonnient
for the fecond and for every following offence This ad was * not ro

I

extend to any who might have the king's licence, nor to aged, weakly,
' fick, or mainied perfons, nor to women with child or lying-in, nor to
• prifoners, hor to the king's lieutenants, or. captains of his army or
' forts ; neither was it to extend to St. Lawrence even, St. Mark's day,
' nor to any who heretofore had obtained licence from the archbifhop
' of Canterbury.'

An ad [2, 3 Edw. VI, c. 6.] for the encouragement of the New-
foundland and Iceland fifheries, obferves in the preamble, that within
a few years pafl the officers of the admiralty had exaded fums of mo-
ney, (hares of fiGi, &c. from the filhermen, to the great difcourage-
ment of the fifheries, and damage of the whole commonwealth ; and
therefor enaded, that all fuch exadions fhould be abolifhed.
About this time the Emperor Charles V is faid to have begun to

execute a defign he had long been forming, of reducing the republic of
Genoa to a ftate of abfolute dependence on him, thereby to keep a
door always open for his armies from Spain to pafs into Italy. For the
Genoefe, notwithftanding the decay of their former vaft commerce, were
flill immenfely rich, and being great bankers and dealers in money, he
reafonably concluded, :hat if, by extraordinary allowances for intereft, he
could draw their moneys into his exchequer, he fhould, in that cafe, pof-
fefs himfelf of the fureft pledges he could have of their fidelity. In this
year, therefor, that emperor being in the Netherlands, fent for 'his
cldefl: fon Philip, who failing from Barcelona to Genoa (in order to go
through Germany to his father), the Genoefe, for a fortnight together,
entertained him with furprifing magnificence (fays their hif^orian De
Mailly). The prince, whilft there, propofed to the republic that the
Spaniards fhould build a citadel in their fuburbs, the garrifon of which
would fecure them from the frequent confpiracies and tumults they
were fo liable to. But that propofal was unanimoufly rejeded by the
fenate, who were with very good reafon fufpicious of his great reti-
nue, which occalioned a great fquabble between them and the Genoefe,
and made the prince glad to leave Genoa. Whereupon (fays De
Mailly) the emperor took other meafurcs to fecure to himfelf the fide-
lity of the Genoefe ; for he determined never to pay the fums which
he had borrowed of them for his occafions in Italy and the Nether-
lands (fee alio Tbuaiii hijioria, L. Ixi.) but only to pay them the inter-
eft, to the end that remaining always in their debt, tht;y might live in
a conftant dread of embroiling themfelves with a prince who owed
them fo much. His fon Philip II improved upon his father's fchcme,
\vhcreby many millions of money were borrowed of thtm on the fe-
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curity of the duties on the commerce of Spain and America ButPhihp bemg foon after greatly exliauft^H K„ Kie xt .1! ,

j^"^^- ^^^

rate of intereft in othe pa^t of EurooT S, ^ Ta f'T^ '^'

tice of Genoa f
^ ^^^'^ ^546. took its nk from the prac-

fince h,s voyage with hi. feher to the American3 i^';he relga o"
• Many familie. are faid to live ,n the famemanner now at Antwe.i>. the great commerce Tfwh,ch has long ago declined : 'so comfortable arethe effedh even of a departed commerce to theliicceedmg generations.

LrltJf
' ^""°^^''"K paragraph of Mr. Anderfon'sbemg foremn to commercial hiftory. i, inferted

Jre'n^ed

:" P""°"' ""' ""'y "°' ^e iip.

And here let us add a melancholy and moft in-

thofe to whom .t more immediately relate, in ourown day.;, wh.ch wa, made many year, ago byhe mgemou, Dr. D'Avenant, in his dilcou.fes o^the pubhc revenue, and trade of England. (In

•of T,Vi& 'J^V^^^' '"S'^ a.fticlpatii;
of Kmg Phihp II, which were continued fromyear to year, without any me.fure. thought on

fi 1, .^T« '^n*
^'^'' '"*•= "'°^< contiib^tedu,

Hnk the Span.n. monarchy than all their otherbad counlels nut together. The chief branche.of that kingdom's revenue being employed inpayment of intereft of money borrowed , Joyear, ago the nourifliment which fliould fup°

«ay, It become, weak and unable to refill accdent.: And when . people fo involved come

a foreign war, it i. quickly
I, that they are not much

' to be engaged in _ .„.

'

VJ'^hT r" ''•f'7"='"''»> '"« they are not muchto be feared for their power / and to their
friends, that they are not to be depended'on for hep.' Afl which, we fear' maTfoonbecome eminently the cafe much nearer 'home"than ,t wa, at the time when that able author thuifohdljr warned the government to beware of ant"

cipa.ions, tlie whole national debt fcarcely alunmg in .6<,8 to ten millions. And althougli wchave not intended nor prefumed to dedicate Zpart of our work to any minillcr of Ihte what
ever, yet upon a review of this important remarkof D'Avenant'.. the author, with profound re

public welfare, moft humbly prefumes to de<Kcatcand recommend to our prefent patriot ml"("vand o their fucceflors in power, this iSngTe Sgraph only f ^i.^j, ,„^n f^.J^^^ co„lherau„n
a. they would have the glorious epithet of pSjoined to their name, to lateft pofterity, hCwypraying that hi, honeft zeal may not be e-onltruedas Jiflating to his fuperio.s. wlL-h he i. fa Cmprcfunung to do.

he^ili^-Vr'i'T'^"' ^y^y '«7, on which day
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King Henry VII J and the penfion was continued to him during liie

by Queen Mary. [Foedcr^, V. xv, pp. 181, 427.] He was governor of
the Ruflia company ; and ibr the reft of his life the great diredior of
cur naval expeditions.

That good young prince gave great alfiftance to perfecuted foreign
proteitants, muny thoufands of whom fettled in .fundry parts of Eng-
land, but principally at London, Southwark, Canterbury, Sandwich,
Maidftone, Southampton, Norwich, and Colchefter, where they had
the free exercife of their religion in feparate congregations (fome of
which remain to the prefent time) and where manufactures were fo
greatly cultivated and improved by their means, as not only to enrich
thofe places where they were fettled, but to prove very beneficial to

the whole kingdom. In the fliort perfecuting reign of Qiaeen Mary
thofe poor people were forced again to fly beyond fea ; but at her
death they returned to their habitations. They confifted of Walloons,
Germans, French, Italians, Polanders, and Sv/itzers ; and there was in
thofe times even a congregation of proteftant Spaniards in London.

V'/e have already remarked, thaj: the humour of inclofing the lands
of England for pailure, infttad of arible, had made the common people,
at different times, very uneafy, infcmuch that they had now begun vio-
lently to lay them open by infurredions in many counties, without
having patience for their being laid open by a proclamation from the
king already iifued, becaufe the proprietors were not lb quick in obey-
ing it as the mob expeded. And of all others that in Norfolk in this

year was the moft remarkable and ^rious, headed by Ket a tinner in
Windham, and Flowerdew, who, by firing beacons and ringing bells,

drew many thoufands of the lower people of Norfolk and Suffolk to
join them, and committed m;iny grievous and fliocking outrages. They
did infinite damage and mifthief to the city of Norwich, which they
almoft laid defolate, by either driving the induibious and wealthy in-
habitants out of it, or elfe mifcrably butchering them, infomuch tliat it

became a receptacle for idle, loole, and extravagant vagrants :
' In

' which condition (fays Roger Coke in his reflexions on the Ealt-India
' and African companies, printed anno 1695), it was thought fb dan-
' gerous to the government, that in the beginning of Queen Ehzabeth's
' reign, it was often debated in council whether for this caufe it fhould
• not be demoliflied. But a better fate attended that noble city,
' through the wifdom of that great queen, and the cruelty of the Ne-
• therland perfecution about twenty years after this time.' This infur-

redion (iccafioned the flaughter of about 5000 of the rioters, Ket their

leader being hanged on the top of Norwich caftle.

There had indeed been many inclofures lately made out of waf^e.

marfliy, and other kinds of barren and common grounds, whereby
j^reat improvements were efllcted. But as the poorer fort were there^



,h.r.I,y ..W which atlenph b^^fttt^^^fo^^r^,, TftT kT„?and afterwards in the counties of Effex Burkinaho™ w u
'

Somerfet. Uncota. Norfolk, and SaS ^"^^'"S^«™' Northampton.

-Kenry II. king of France, caufed the lioufes in Paris ««WftUmW*wlT.ch^amouftted to .0,000. excloflve ofchurches. ehapels^ZXrf^'

fo?£i::'?x'f" p;^'" '''''"•
r^ °^"^- m^rket^oir^r^rh"'fon Charles IX found roo.oco perfons w thii €ity, befidM ftraneersfervants. and churchmen.^-K'' *»«* imfi- m-il-n^ il hia^r^'An ad of Parliament w^fe" rnfled T? a. Fd-w rr ,, *.i J.u

good provifions againft frauds in the wodfen manu^dt,^'^ T. K """r^^

appointed, hot only in^co^atfon tZs by th^^^^^^ 'T^"^
jointly with the wardens, &c of thlclarhJZvu^^ mag,ftrates,

lages. and hamlets not iAcorporated b^^^^^^^^ ^^lu'""
'""">,T

with the clothworkers
; whic^overfee^ tuCat e/ft ir •^•''^"''^

quarter of a year, or as often as they mighr/hi^ik nfdfnl^fi? 77lers. drapers, dyers, and preflers houfes.^lhops &c^ whl^^^^^^one moiety is hereby irivpn nf oil ^v,-./ jl
.
1"' ^^' ^^ which overfeers

aa, and the other to^le kin, &c'Twf^^^^^^^
and penalties of this

the legidature for that minufaa„m ,n?lpf
,?'"''^ *°™ ''"^ '^"'^ °f

n^»>ance. The f„h«ance of «vh!f"^^tfcS^^et af?J

tioE."^
free and nndifarbed commerce fl,all be between both „a-

11) The fliips of both nations going out armed {Ti^n .1 •

'

r
treaties, ft 1 give fecurJrv nnf ^^ L armed. Ihall. as in former

HI) Kmg Kd:^:g;Lr;h^^s^:^s^-^^f^^:-^^

the fun. For'the performan^ce^fairwhicrand°Ifrn7^^^ ""^v^f^ f
ddiveru^gupchecaltles of Dunglas anfull^t^^X' M^^^^^^

• Another fl.ute w. p«ff.d .•„ .he ne. W..o„ h.u on. for the ver, fa„,e p„T.of„.

Vol.. II.
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Scotland, and for Cftnditiortally demolifhing the Caftl«s o^ Aymotith and
Roxbufgh, hoftages were delivered on both fides. TFerdera, K xv
/. 4ir.]

L , ,

.' In an acquittance for delivery of th€ artillery and ammunition df
Boulogne, there is probably the carlieft mention of iron bullets (' boul-
• letx de fer*) : notwithftanding v»^hich, we (hall fee that ftone bullets
remained in ufe confiderably later than this time. IFcedera V. xv
p. 218.] . >

The introdu«S^ion of the ihquifition in the Netherlands this year,
creatpd great uneafinefs, and even influenced commerce exceedingly.
The emperor being defirous to have that infernal tribunal introduced
into Antwerp, fo great was the influ'-nce of the Engliftj merchants-ad-
venturers at that time (fays hleidan in his Commentaries, L. Mii.), that
the city had no other means for effeaually influencing the emperor, but
to tell him, that the Englifh merchatits would certainly Lave the city
and country if he brought the inquifition thither, which proved effec-

tual. For it feems the emperor, on a ftrift inquiry, found that the Eng-
lifli merchants-adventurers employed at leaft ao,00o perfons in the city
of Antwerp alone, befides 30,000 more in other parts of the Nether-
lands *.

Antwerp having had new ahd very ftrong walls built round it about
this time (fays Guicciardin), including a large piece of ground for ad-
ditional new ftreets, 3000 houfes on new foundations were ereded, and
above tooo old ones rebuilt larger and finer; fo that, Paris excepted
(fays our author), there is hardly a city on this fide the Alps that ex-
ceeds it in power and riches ; and as, in general, it may be reckoned
among the principal cities of Europe, fo particularly, with refpeft to its

vaft commerce, it may be deemed almoft the firfl; in the world f

.

Yet Heifs [Hijlory of the empire, V. ii, p. 108.] obferves, that the em-
peror having this year ifliied his vigorous and famous edidl againft the

Netherland proteftants, eftablifhing fundry tribunals of inquifition for

their fevere punifliment, the edid paved the way for all the great changes
which happened afterward in thofe provinces ; but its immediate effed
(as it regarded commerce), was fpreading terror and defpair amongft
the manufadurers and merchants, which more cfpecially began even
now to affedt the tranquillity of Antwerp.
At this time Captain Bodenham made a trading voyage to the iflands

of Candia and Chio in the Levant, wnere he took in wines, &c. At
Chio he found Englifh, as well as French and Genoefe merchants.
While Candia remained fubjed to Venice, and Chio to Genoa, chriftian

fliips conftantly traded thither ; but when the Tufks afterwards con-

• It (s proper to obferve, that tl'.i? account ia and therefor fome allowance muft be made on that
from a book written in viMilicatidn of the cxclufive fcore in the computation.
claims of the company of Ivi^lilh mcrchant-aJ- f I Apprehend this muft be the fame enlargf-
venturers, by J. VVheeltr, their kcretary, in 1601

;

merit alrt;i(ly noted in the year 1543. M,
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quered tbofe iflands. the chnftian (hips frequented them no more tiUheir refpedive fovereigns concluded commercial treaties with the Ot-toman Porte And this trade to thole eaftern territories of Venic7Jrvdua% brought on a dued trade to Turkey, as wUl be feen in Zpr^^^^,

We have feen that the Portuguefe were acquainted with Tapan everfince the year 154,; they had got very great footing there aSutthlyear 1550. or perhaps a little later: but in the end rh7?nl
^

zeal of their pnefts^nd miffionanes ?«; tL p op gadon ofgion. alarmed the Japmefe to fuch a degree, that after 2y Ind fou'dmeans to gam the emperor's favour, and had (as their hao^rinsaZllconverted about a th rd part of the neonlp nf tKo» ..,>,

.""'°"'"" allege)

pu. .0 the^oft cruel deijhs. ^nd .o^ "th ,hcraT"hetf„rT:
""

efc convert. Had ,he Portusuefe ?o„,en,ed themfdve wire„fe
wr:;- e"/£';rir^r "" "'"'""" "'' ^^^^^^^

The Portuguele and others have accufed the Hollander, of h..,
•

2e™^.: '^'-::^"tL:t '^^^r^--^^-^^

KU^JvA ^"^\'\;'"l^ Pf^fc"-' <"'" the Journal ofKing Edward VI IS well w<„tl,> of attentior,.—

<
'-55°' '^'T'-'iberij. A piouamation wa. («
turth, hy ttu- wlich it «u» .um.tian.kd, i, Tl.at
..o kind of N-,rtual no w«>:, talow, candles, norno

^

fiicli tlim^ n,owld bf carriH ovrr, except to Ca-
lai», putting ,n lur.tus to ^ro thitlar. z. 'I'hatno mH„ <ho.!J buy or fell tl,e fume tl.lngs agai"
except broakers, who lho,>Id not hare mote than
.0 quarters of jrraui at once. 3. 'n,a, all par-
tie. (hould divide .hcmldves into hundreds, rap«8,
r.ul xvapcntakes, ,0 look In tlufr quartas u?l,a
l.perfluouscorn were i„ every barn, and appoint
.t to be old at a ivakni.ble pnVe. /Ufo thatone of them n>ull U in every niaika to fa- >hccorn boujrht. Furthermore, whoever fttipped

rtKolland, alter c.^ht days following 'the p,.b!
1'^:«ti.." of .he p,oclmK.,io„, (bonld Arfeit' his

^

n«ip an,, the ware therein, hah to !he lord of the

l-ouj^lit u, kJ .gain after -he day ufortl^d, fliould

forfeit ail us goods, farms, and l,afcs to the ufecv e half of the li,u!cr. tbe other ha'f of the i"l f
whofo brought not in corn to the market atwas appointed, (l.ouid fo.Rit L,o. ext^ept the

^c., a,U ll.4t letters were fent 01, fin; joth ofNova.be, to liic gcr.llcr. c„ of evo.-) Ihire ^l,fi/
"}e them to enfur. e ,.bfr]ic„ce to ti.e nrn
turn for bringing p.,.,f,,„» ';/,^„J;

'^ ?--»-
...fwer, to U.«,e letter, reprefer.tal timt i,

^'
Jahe.mpofiibie t„ compell the people to fdl ,?poods for .he bafe moix-v ,C''T.. circri • V

(lee the table of money u.'tbc Jp ndi^ nL Tn'a.id the proclamation was annu'^ed br a n.b.^qucnt one of the ,<,th of N'ovemher. 1',^:
^e. be Che late of any attempt to f,.„., 'h^p.^Jo fell the.r goods withoiu .. iatisf. dory pr^clT,people are neverW% to be robbed M '

O2 .
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dia a country trade, without having any houfe or fadory there, i. e. a
trade by voyaging from Batavia thither, and back again to Batnvia, or
to feme other port in India ; and it is faid, that during their fliort Aaym Japan, they are always fhut up till their departure in a fmall ifland
near the port of Nangafaki. The jirodudions of that great and opu-
lent empire, are corn and rice, in great abundance; the fineft of tea,
poroelam and lacquered ware, far exceeding thofe ofChina ; fi Ik, cot-
ton, drugs, coral, ivory, diamonds, jjcarls, and other pretious ftones

;

alfo much gold and filver, fine copper, iron, lead, and tin. And the
Dutch, in exchange, carry thither woollen and linen cloths, looking-
glaffts and other glafs-ware from Europe, and alfo the various merchan-
dize of India, Perlia, and Arabia.

1551—Provifions appear to have been very dear at this time in Scot-
land ; for an ad was pafled [Mar. pari, v, c. 25.] ' anent tlie ordouring
' of eveiy mannis houfe ;' which limited archbi.hops, bifhops, and earls,
to eight difties of meat ; abbats, priors, and deans, to fix ; barons and
freeholders to four ; and burgefles and fubftantial men, wlvethcr Ipirit-
ual or temporal, to three ; and decreed that only one kind of mea^
fhould be in each difh. Marriage feafts, and entertainmeots made for
foreigners by the lords fpirirual and temporal and the magiftrates of
burghs, are exempted from the rijour of this fumptuary law.

Sixty vefltls failed this year from Southampton loaded with wool for
the Netherlands. So great was the demand for the woollen manufadures
of that country even now when England had made a confiderable pro-
grefs in the fame manufacture.

1552.-—The ftatute [37 /Jen. Fill, c. 9.] for fixing the interefi of mo-
ney at ten per cent was now repealed, and an ad pafled [5, 6 Euhv. FI,
r. 20.] prohibiting all pcrfons from lending or forbearing any fum of
money for t/fur}' or bicreafe ahofve the fum lent to be received or hoped for,
upon pain of forfeiting the fum lent and the mcreafe, with iniprifon-
ment and fine at the king's pleafure.

We have feen under the year 151 5 a ftatute for afcertaining the
length, bre?dih, and weight of Englifh woollen cloths ; as alfo another
more arnple ftatute in the year 154.9, ^o"" niore fully regulating the dif-
ferent kinds of them. In this year we have another ftill more extenfive
law for the like purpofe [5, 6 TJw. FJ, c. 6 ], wherein the woollen ma-
nufadures of all the different counties of England and Wales are afcer-
tained, with refpe<2 to lengths, breadths, weight, &c. whereby all for-
mer ftatutes concerning this fubjed are repealed. Yet, as perfcd as this
ftatute might then be thought, there were many i.iore fubfequent ones
made on the fame fubjed, not only for afcertaining the true dimt nfions
and weight of cloths, but for difcovering and reftraining frauds and ir-

regularities in the manufadure ; the full recital of which would be both
tirefome and unprofitable to the generality of readers.
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Another monopolizing aft was now paffcd relating to the manufacu
ture of felt.hats and thrummed hats, coverlets, and doraecks (diaper li^uep), though fomewhat more moderate than that in fevour of the dtvof York. ,n the year ,544; for this law only confines the makine ofhofe goods to the city ot Norwich, and to all other corporate or mar-

. kct-towns of that county. [5, 6 Edw. VI, c. 24.]
rhe time was now at length come that the eyes of the EngliOi wereo be opened to difcover the immenfe damage fuftained by fuffering theGerman merchants of the houfe or college in London, called the sS

i^nghlh cloths, far beyond what the native Englifh enjoyed ; which fSpenor advantage enjoyed by thofe foreigners be'ian aliut this dme To

L:crrre^S[^feT
^"' '^^^•' --'''' ^-^^ ---ce of Ei7and

The cities of Antwerp and Hamburg.. pofTeOed at this time the prin-c.pul commerce of the northern and middle part: of Europe andEadors at the S.eelyard ufually fet what prices\hey plS^both on heimports and exports; and having the command of all the markets Tntjngland. with joint or united flocks, they broke all other mercWUpon thefe conhdcrations. the EngliiTi company of merchants'ad^'enurers xnade prening remonftrances to the piVcounci Thefe Han-ieatics were moreover, accufed (and particularly the Dantzicker^ ofdefrauding the ciiftoms, bv colouring (/. c. takine xmdcrlhJ\rl

ut'e dlol^l-'f
fore.gners not entitled to the.r immuniticr Theyere alio acculcd of h iving frequently exceeded the bounds of even tS.rcat privileges granted to them

; yet. by the force of great nrefents

do.hs. 1 he Stcdyard ,ncal,a,m were alfo exeraptedTm a ens' d?ties, and yet all their csiKiris and imports wet,- ,'v„i . i
.oms

;
a very conllJerable loli to ,l™S„n

"•' "' '°™«" ^'- '

Upon mature confujcration of thrfp -inrl r„^i, ri r
...ems, as well as of the anlW-Mh„ ^ 'by the lyTd ^^ 7uJTmerchants, ar.d of records rlvirr.Tv *rJ.^r^ or Hanfeatic

and other proofs, it was ma^ p nV m to Vh ^^V
"> '^^ "^ ^^'"^'^^'">

I) That all the hbertie and prlviE^'dai ned bv o^ ^''""l T""'^^
granted to ihe merchants of 'Jhe Hi:L:tr'oid' b^ treT.fo^ll^:

• Tlu8, though io r.„,e cafc3 improbable,. ma_y m oth.r rofpcft, be pn,a.caL.lc.
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realm, foralmudi as they have no fufficient <x)rporati4an ta rectiv* the
liuTic.

II) That luch grants and privileges claipied by them do not extend
to any perlons or towns certain, and therefore it is uncertain what per-
fons or which towns fhould or ought to enjoy the faid privileges * ; by
reafon of which uncertainty, they admit to uieir freedom and inimuni-.
ties as many as they Uft, to the great prejudice of the king's cuftoms,
and to the common hurt of the realm.

III) That fuppofing the pretended grants were good in law, as indeed
they are not, yet the fame were made on condition that they fliould
not colour any other foreigner's merchandize, as by fufficient proofs
it appears they have done.

IV) That above i oo years after the pretended privileges granted to
them, they ufed to tranfport no merchandize out of this realm but on-
ly into their own countries : Neither did they import any merchandize
but from their own countries : Whereas, at prefent they not only con-
vey Englidi merchandize into the Netherlands, and there iell them, to
the great damage of the king's «wn fubjeds, but they ^-''fo import mer-
chandize of all foreign countries, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of their privileges.

V) That in the time of King Edward IV they had forfeited their
pretended privileges by means of war between the realm and them

;

(i. e. the Hanfe towns) whereupon a treaty was made, ftipulatmg, that
our Englilh fubjcds {hould enjoy the like privileges in Pruffia and other
Hanfeatic parts, and that no new exadions ftiould be laid on their per-
fons or goods

: Which treaty has been much broken in ieveral parts,
and eipecially at Dantzick, where no redrefs could ever be obtained, ei-
ther by the requefts of the king's father or himfelf, for the laid wrongs.
In confidcration of all which, the council decreed, that the privileges,
liberties, and franchifes, claimed by the faid merchants of the Steelyard,
ihall from henceforth be and remain feized and refumed into the king's
grace's hands, until the faid merchants of the Steelyard fliall declare
and prove better and more fufficient matter for their claim in the pre-
mifes

;
Saving, however, to the faid merchants all luch liberty of com-

ing into this realm and trafficking, in as ample manner as any other
merchants-ftrangers have within the fame.

Rapin adds, that the parliament had laid a heavy duty upon the mer-
chandize exported and imported by the Steelyard iociety ; and the Han-
ftauc hillorian Wardenhagen [K ii, part 5.] iecms to think that the
high duty of 20 per cent (initead of 1 per 'cent, their antient duty ever
lince the reign of Henry 111), was not laid on them till the beginning
.of (^leen Mary's reign, ' at a time too (adds he) when almoll ail the

* This was no quibble, but a folid and material objcdiod.
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commerce of the Hanfe towns was reduced to the port of London
alone

; their other ccmptoirs, viz. Novogrod. Bergen and Brutrp. h.
• m almoft dcferted and very little frequented byTm ' ^ '

This IS the fubftahce of the whole bufincfs during the reign of Ed-ward Vr. of rcverfing the privileges of the Steelyard merchants takenfrom our h.ftories, but more particularly from j! Wheeler's tiv « fe ofcomtnerce. m 4to. anno ,60, ; and as he ^.as' then fecretary to themerchant-adventurers company, it is probably in the mnm a true \Zcount and .s fureb' an ufeful part of commercial hiftory. Whee ';add, that by reverfing thefr privileges, our own merchunts-adventurers

of £nXT' ui^^"^f '^"•^^^ '^'"^' ^"'' ^'•'^"^^'•«- R'-^Pi". in his h ftoryof England, obfet^es that the regent of Flanders, as well as the city of

T^:^tnTT:rX '' " '''' ''' ''''''-'' '"^^^^^"^^^^^
A projed was laid before the miniftry for opening Hull and Snnthnmpton as free ports or mart towns ; but it was not put^in eLmion In"

at!^.Sbr^ '""^ '''''"^''^ -"' ^--^ ^- rucrrSe/ if

By a ftatute for promoting tillage, and [reventing the increafe of inclofures for pafture [5, 6 E^. FI, r. 5:] among fundrv kinds of

wSh^'o;?^''
°"^ °' ^'^ P^°'^^^^°^y ^^' '- ^^"^^ '« with i;iron and'

Three fliips from Briftol failed to Afafi and Santa Cruz in South R.r

U) None (hall keep a tavern for retailing wines unlefs licenced • .r.A

tour; tJihfbury, three; Gbucefter fniir • Mir^a nu a Ir^ '
^'^eter,

Colchefter, three; Ne»caftk upm Ty™ four fil ^h ?r"
*''' '^"'-

'
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of cities and touns, allowances being made for towns fit-jatcd on very
public roads ; yet this matter is neverthelcfs ftill very uncertain.

Ill) None of the faid taverns fliall retail^ wines to be fpent or drank
within their refpedive houfes. , > ,,

rV) Merchants may ufe in their own houfes (but not to fell) fuch
wmes as they {hall import ; alfo high-ftierifis, magiftrates of cities and
towTis, and inhabitants of fortified towns, may keep vefT^-ls of wines for
their own confumption only.

' Hitherto (fays Sir John Davies) it is manifen, that fince the laft
• transfretation of King Richard II into Ireland, the crown of England
' never fent over either numbers of men, or quantities of treafure, fuf-
• ficient to defend the fmall territoiy of the Pale, much lefs to reduce
• that which was loft, or to finifti the conqucft of the whole ifland.' He
then (hows, that in this reign the border was extended beyond the limits
of the Englilh pale, after breaking the O'Moors and O'Connors, and
building the forts of Leix and Offaly, rooting out tuofe two rebellious
fepts, aijd planting Englifti colonies in their room, in the reign ofQueen
Mary.

That incomparable young prince, King Edward VI, died in July 1553,
having juft before his death endowed three of the great London hofpi-
tals, viz. Chrift's, St. Thomas's, and Bridewell.
The annual expenfe of his houfehold was, according to Strype [l^. ii,

P- 454]
I ft year, L49,i87.
2d year, 46,902.
3d year, 46,100.

4th year, 100,578.

"Why this year fo far exceeds the reft we know
not, nor why other years differ fo much ; un-
lefs it be from the great debafmg of his Hlver

[coins in evcy year of his reign but the laft.

5th year, 62,863.

6th year, 65,923.

1553

—

^^ this year (fays Sir John Boroughs, keeper of the records in
the tower of London, in his treatife of the foverei^nty of the Britifh
feas, written in 1633, and publifhed in 1651, />. 80.)"' Philip II king of
' Spain o' r'.iD( d licence for his fubjects to fi(h upon the north coaft of
' Ireland for the ' rm of twentv-one years, paying yearly for the fame
* Li 000

,
vV>i'A.a \ s accordLigj'ly brought into the exchequer of Ireland,

' and received by Sir Henry Fitton, being then trealurer there, as his
' fon Sir Edward Fitton haih often teftified.'

Under the preceding year, we have related the grounds upon which
King Edward's council abrogated the great privileges and immunities
which the Hanfeatic Steelyard fociety in London had enjoyed ever fince

the reign of King Henry IIL ' Whereupon,' accordinij to Rapin, ' the
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;
parliament of that time had laid a heavy duty (ao per ccnt^ nrv.ntheir exports at.d imports.' inftead nf rJ.^Jr SJ ^^^o per cent) upoa

cent). He farther adds. ' that til «^t "^ ^"'^ ^^ °"^ P*^*-

• firft parliament
:
But n theViinni- n^^^

bec^roVtfctVr—Trif "'^''^?" "">= "»" »"»

• ing. (who, without a" yU troviid;, amll?'?
""'' 'J'"'™!':"' P'occrf-

• German merchant, aJd u fcr„n',-,rirTff^fl f"^' "> '"P"f» ''«

:
doned

.
the .n..„ha„„ ^^i^^z::^^^^:^:zti^:^-

' wherea. the anriemTnl? f ^^ ^1 'i"
"""^ "f Denmark

: For

' eve.y Ihip the coZt of'n T'* "'"T "?<'"ft'><wl to be meint on
• andirbit^r ^ coXuln o^t '"^I°r\''T 'T' P"" P"' ^ >«^
' P»y» 'ofeMible for ev" Taut r^ 'Mgingal! (hip, to
• over, not content with tSi^ r •

'"'™g'"g '<> each (hip. Alore

;
:;;;,^^cornan|X':tS^^^^ ^ ciu^X

tCe^J^^^nntfc'er^^^^^^^^^^
' linquifh the Norwa^tr Se And Tl"^ t^^ '^' '^""^) ' ^° r^:
' porting the cor. of Poland ^nH T^ -^^ ""f ^^^""^^ '« t^anf-

' thofe high tolls fo diWaeed fh^rrK^ 'I
°^^'/ ^^""^ °^ ^"^ope.

' that commerce, to whu° hfHnn.^
that they alfo gradually left off

' nued therein e^er fincegeatw""^^^^^ ^^^^ <^onti-
• ^°ir. which was at Bruges^ad^^^^^

Their third comp-

:
city, been removed firft to DoVt an!

^^/^y^^ ^hai once moft opulem

.rade'Ttlf^a^n e^S^^^^^ ^^f
-^- for the decline of thewns to iierg^n, where, he fays, the marks of their

wcrc7w»"l?l'/?P''"r*P'"'''''j^ •'^'^s th.t there

or determination, of the council-boards of thof^

z"':t":-
'" "'°'' ""y- '"'"' 'h\ b;„u tf

fu^'^ ?«' "^ '^"f "'""^^tcnC.ve, frequently af

r .Tv«i r" * '"?'''' atleaft.;f-.h" Ue-
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U n

antient commerce are more plainly to be traced tlian any where elfe.

In the reign of Frederick II, the Danifh g-ntry, allured by the pro<];^dl

of gain, began to carry on merchandize and fadorage themfclves, and
alfo eftablifhed manufadures, which the Hanfc towns in vain urged the
king to abolifh.

This year (according to Hakluyt, F. ii) Antony Jenkinfon being at

Aleppo, obtained privileges from the Turkifh fultan, Selim II. (then ac

that place with an army going againft the Perfians) whereby he was to

pay no higher cuftom than the French or Venetians ; and he had liber-

ty (without being difturbed by their confuls) to trade with his ihip or
fhips to the Turkilh ports.

This year was diftinguiftied by a great geographical and mercantile
difcovery. Some merchants of London, together with feveral noble-
men, emulous of the fame, and dt firous of {baring in the profits ac-

quired by the Portuguefe and Spanifh difcoverers of unkno'vn lands,

eftablifhed a company, with a capital of L6000 in 240 fhares of L25,
for profecuting difcoveries. The celebrated Sebaftian Cabot, who was
a principal advifer of the undertaking, was chofen their governor.

Three veflels * were fitted out under the command of Sir Hugh Wil-
loughby, and they carried letters from King Edward addrefTed to all

kings and princes, requefting their friendfhip. Sir Hugh Willoughby,
being tolled ?bout for a long time by tempeftuous weather, as far as 72
degrees of north latitude, was compelled, bv the fudden approach of
winter, to run into an obfcure harbour inRuflian Lapland, called Arci-
na Keca, where he and the crews of two of his fliips (70 in number)
were frozen to death ; and where fome Ruffian fifhermen, in the fum-
mer following, found him fitting in his cabin, with his diary and other
papers before him ; it being the cuftom of thole Laplanders to frequent
tlie fea-coafts in fummer for the benefit of the filhery ; but when win-
ter approaches, to withdraw into the calmer inland parts, which occa-

fions thofe ftoriny fliores to be delblate in winter. Richard Chancellor,

however, in the third fhip, accidentally fell into the bay of St. Nicholas,

or the White Sea, on the PvulTian coaft, where no ftiip had ever been
feen before, and landed at the abbey of St. Nicliolas, near Arcl>angel,

then only a caftle, determining to wait on the czar, johr Bazilowitz, at

that time engaged in the Livonian war ; which war having greatly in-

terrupted the Eaftland trade, that prince was the more inclinable, by
Chancellor's interpofition, to grant the Englifh confiderable privileges at

Archangel, &c. The Ruffians, before thofe times, having no fea-ports

nor flnpping on the Baltic Ihorcs, their rich furs, hemp, &c. were car-

ried to other parts of Europe from the ports of Livonia, lately poireifed

• One of the vefTels wa» fhcathcd with thin (An^hrum navigal'io ml MofcovUas) written by
plates of Uail ; which is mciitiontd as a veiy in- Clement Aduni, vclig received his material! from
geiiious invention in the account of the voyage Chancellor. M.
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by the Teutonic knights of St. Mary of Jerufalem. Thus, though dif-
appointed in their hopes of arriving at China by this fuppofed north-
eaft paffage, the v made an ufeful and profitable difcovery of a trade by
lea to Ruflia

;
and this difcovery. moreover, pointed out to the Engliihthe way to the whale-fiftiery at Spitzbergen.

^ngiun

Chancellor, from Archangel, by the governor's leave and afliflance
traveled on fledges to the czar at Mofcow. of whom he obtained prwi-'leges for the EnglHh merchants, and letters to King Edward.We muft here remark, that although Odher had almoft 700 yearsbefore juftly delineated the coaft of Norway to the great King Alfredyet hrough the negligence and ignorance of after times. tKnowLgeof It was utterly loft, that the famous Sebaftian Munfter's G.J3vetus et nova, printed in folio at Bafil 1540, in a map of thfmoft

cTlS'oid'See-l^a^r • r' ^'^ T''^ ^' GronelL commonlycalled Uld Giee ..and. (now known to be a part of the great continentof North America) to the north part of Norwegian LapTandthe^^^^^^^

To^eTwo c:un:;ies.""
^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^' ^^-'^ ^^ ^ by^

We find three (hips from Portfmouth trading for gold along the coaft

alv^n^r? '

In ^of̂ fuV '' ^'°'^ ^^ips returned gome fafeTom thtaaventure. in ^on.z fubfequent years, we find by Hakluvr &c that th*.Enghlh made voyages to Guinea, and imported confSblVquaniti^!

be?:Xt'trwll^^7" till. theWo trad'e ;ttrvTt:ue neceuary tor the Weft India colonies, (however uniuftifiable it mnv

V2
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'«1-:"

obferve and continue in equitable and reafonable fort the antient ami-
ty and intercourfe which had been betwixt her dominions and the free
cities of the Hanfe league, commanded her treafurers and barons of the
exchequer, her cuftomers, comptrollers, fearchers, &c. in London and
other ports, freely to permit the faid merchants of the Steelyard to im-
port a d export all merchandize not prohibited, without requiring any
greater fubfidy or cuftom than in the time of her father or brother.
She alfo granted them a licence to export woollen cloths made in Eng-
land of the value of L6 Sterling or under, unrowed, unbarbed, and
unfliom, without any penalty or forfeiture on account of certain fta-
tutes of the 27th and 33d years of King Henry VIII, prohibiting the
faid exportation ; the merchants of the Steelyard reprefenting to the
queen that the price of cloths was now fo enhanced that they could
fend over none at all, without incurring the penalties of thofe ads. {Fee-
dera, V. XV, p. 364.]

Notwithftanding all which, Wheeler Itreatife ofcommerce, p. 100] af-
firms, that Queen Mary afterward revoked the faid privileges again, for
that the Hanfes had broken promifes with her, in continuing an
unlawful trade in rhe Low Countries, whereby (he loft in eleven months
in her cuftoms more than L9360, befides great damage to her fubjeds
in their trade. And by Queen Elizabeth's anfwers to the Hanfeatics,
it feems probable that Wheeler's is a true account.
The famous Thomas (afterwards Sir thomas) Greftiam, the moft

eminent merchant of thofe times, had been much employed by King
Edward VI, as well as by Queen Mary, in tranfading their bills of ex-
change at Antwerp, and in purchafing ammunition, artillery, &c. for
their ufe

;
for which fervices his daily allowance was twenty (hillings

Sterling. {Foedera, V. xv, p. 371.] Sir Thomas's prudent condud in
difcharging the debts due by Edward VI to the people of Antwerp, and
his wife management of tne exchange between London and Antwerp,
whereby he faved that prince a confiderable fum of money, was greatly
praifed.

A ftatute fi , 2 Phil, et Mar. c. 7] was made, prohibiting linen-drap-
ers, woollen-drapers, haberdafhers, grocers, and mercers, not free of any
city, burgh, or corporation town, and living in the open country out of
the faid cities and towiis, from vending their wares by retail in cities
and towns, excepting in 6pen fairs, and by wholefale. The plaufible
pretence for this reftridion in the preamble of the ftatute is much the
fame as in other monopolizing ones, viz. for enabling tho!e cities and
towns-corporate to employ their people, to pay their fec-iarms and taxes,
and 10 prevent their utter decay, &c.
The following fumptuary law was made for rcftraining the extrava-

gance and vanity of the lower clafles of people and fei vam-i in Eng-
ird, and alfo for encouraging our own aiauufudures, viz. * Whoever
y
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' fliall wear filk in or upon his hat, bonnet, girdle, fcabbard hofe fhoesor fpur-Ieather ftall be imprifoned for three months, and forfeit L,o'

rf^ofe adventurers, it was on the faid firft and feeond y^r of PhiHn anS

fetforTh if?w ^w
'" '^'' '^^'-'^'' ^"^ '^' ^^^^^^^^ of the whole !;

To have one governor (the firft to be Sebaftian Cabot duHni^h! if <

lands of MdeU fo ,„ brdiff„;e;edrE~^''''H ""l'^
'"""l""^ "^

raid mips (Cl,a„cell„r'0 <« for7h l^^elr "ss ,t arrivedTfrh"'
""

tercd m the dominions of our coolin a^H kV .i ^-^'i j , ,

"*^ ""^ "'"-

emperor of all Ruffia who^mel j I.

".'^''''•'°''" Baiilowitj,

granted them lettmt'usT witriic ^fredvTo 'iT"'"^ ^' """
w„h other privileges under Ca^Zlt'rZ":flZ^l-r"''
ration ibertv to refnrf nnt «^i. ,,

"'^'^*=^°re we grant this corpo-

nions. bnt to^U other namn^l^ '" P^"« "^ that emperor's domi-
but fneh as .aVh^teTorltS;" th?;c'o"S;^;Xul;:::S
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the parts aforefaid, under forfeiture of fhips and merchandize ; one half
to the crown, one half to the company.

It feems the Briftol merchants had entered into the RuiTia trade foon
after its difcovery, being encouraged therein by Sir Sebaftian Cabot.
The czar of Ruflia niad3 a very confiderable acquifition of territory

by the conqueft of Nagaian Tartary, efpecially the city and kingdom of
Aftracan, whereby he became mafler of all the country on both fides
the vaft river Volga down to the Cufpian fea ; and a communication
was oi^ned from Ruflia into that fea, and thence crofs it into Perfia,
whither they have fmce carrieJ on a confiderable commerce.

I.555-—Twenty-tv«o Dutch merchant fhips, homeward bound from
Spain, with Indian fpices, &c. were attacked by nineteen French fliips
of war and fix fmaller ones well armed, who flopped the Dutch fhips
with hooks and chains, fo that the llups being clofely compared toge-
ther, the figlit rcfcmbled on: on dry lano. After fix hours combat the
French loft looo mea, and the Dutch but 300. But a fire happening
among the fliips, v ' :A\ ccnfamed fix on .?ach fide, the refl on both
fide3 retired in coi.rufion. This is the Dutch account

; ['Aeterani Hifto-

'

ria Belgica, L. i, ^. 14] but Th—nr.': [L. 26] varies the flory fomewhatm favour or his countrymen the French, who, he fays, loft but 400
men, and the Dutch 1000: and that in the ccnfufiou occafioned by
the fire, v.-hich made the men cf both nations run from fliip to fhip, it

happc::ied in fiva Dutch .liips that tixe majority were French, who hav-
ing raaftered the Dutch, carried the fhipi hito Dieppe, from whence
they (the French lleet) had come , which port, adds thi? great author,
] ad ev^r been a principal 01:3 for naval exploits. Th;janu3, in effed,
\ ill have the victory to be on the fide of the French, yet he owns it
V as a lamentable vidory, ai.d greatly to their lofs. Both thofe authors
admit the French to have been fuperior ia iv;.mber of fliips, men, and
artillery, this fleet having been then a confiderable part of the whole
naval force of France; but the Dutch fliips were larger and ftronger
than the French.

Much the like complaints, in njlation to the Engiifli woollen manu-
fadurers, as have been made in the prefent tiine, were, we find, made
above 2co years ago, as appears by a ftatuto [2* 3 l^hil. ct Mar. r. 11]
intitled. Who pjall ':fe the trade of weaving, \ix. that whereas the rich
clothiers do opprefs the weavers, fbme by letting up aiul keeping in
their houies divers looms, and maintaining them by journeymen and
perfons unikilful ; fome by ingrofling looms into their hands, and let-

ting them out at fuch unrealbnable rents, as the poor artificers are not
able to maintain themfelvcs by, and much lels their wives and families;
foine again, by giving much lels wages for the workmanfliip of cloths
than in times paft, whereby they are forced utterly to forlake their oc-
cupations, &c. ereibre it is hereby enaded, I) That no clothier,



living or^ of a city, lor-.gh, cr roarV'X -m, fliaU keen above onekom .n i h.
.
'b. nor I« out ary hx>m for r.ire. 7) That no woollen-

weaver, hv.ng out of a city, burgh, or market t«r.. (hall keep morethan two looms, nor more chan two apprentices. HI) No weaver (hallhave a tucking-mill, nor be a tucker, fuller, cr dyer. W) No tuckernor fuller (hall keep any loom in his houfe. V) No perfin wl o h«
kl Th "*".' ^r '

'Y^'^-^^^-'
fhall hereafter make or ;eave anykind of broad white woollen cloths, but only in a city, bur^h towri-

Vn Nn IrV
^^. '^^"'""ly n^ade for ten years preceding this ad •.VI) No perfon Ihall fet up as a weaver, unlefs he has previoufly fervedan apprenttceflnp of feven years to that bufmefs. Laftly. Nothing in

ofyfrC'r '
k'",^ °; X?

P^,^J"di^i«l *° ^he inhabitants of he countiS

nL kecM^r. '
?h'-^r"^"'"^'':i'"/'

^"^ Weftmordand
; but theyniay keep looms m their houfes, and do every other matter relating to

Ma^rvTd'^L^ir"Tu° '"'''"^'^ confiderably in the reign of Queen
rTf- '

'\"i?; "'l'"^''''^''
»^e'"S much frequented by heavy carriageT an

k' i^t/' "' ^^'''- ^- ^J "^^'^^ '' «i" in force, direded that eve^panlh ftould annually eled two furveyors of the highways' o feeS
t'd'thdr'can:' fT'"^ ^° "^7 lands, abil.tiesffarr&c.Thouldlend then carts, horfes, men, tools. &c. four days in every year formendmg the roads. So that this is properly the firft genL^l ftatSemade for mending the roads, extending ti all England and Wales bvthe labour and expenfe of .ach refpedive pariib alone and on tha^b.,ttom alone, we find in all fix ftatute^ relatiifg to this'ubjed m O^^^^^^^^

1^ K ng hSl's'rs rt;" T''7- '? S"^^'^'"
^^^^^^^^'^ -^-' -^ o-m iving james 1 s reign

; att-r which there were none of this fnrr rJIIthe reftora.'ion of Charles i: The parochial means for keepin. -heroads in repair were f.und in mod cafes tolerably effedull uiS^-iAerthe leftoration. when the vaft mcreale of commerce and man^kd-fresand of the capital cty of London, with the concomitanTl^fe ofuxury brought ni iuch numbers of heavy wheel-carrTages .4 renderedu by degrees impradicable, in moft cafes, for pariOies en iVelv to kl^nheir own p.rt of the roads m a tolerable cond^ ion nor dpedalk !nhe count.es lying nearer London, and in manufadu ing countie ThUha introduced ,h. more .quuable and efFedual method of ok na



lao A. D. ^555-

And this much we thought fufficient to ferve for a fummarv hif-tory of the laws relating to the roads of England, fo as not to havemuch occafion to mention them any more in this work.
What we have here faid concerning keeping the roads of England in

repair, may a fo be partly applied to the fubjed of deepening rivers and

^hereT' Y^'%''^'^'V\'^
former, we have feen that the firft mftance

thereof m he ftatute-book as found in the ads for deepening the riverLea froni Ware to I^ndon {3 Hen. ri, c, 5. and 9 H.n. h, eg.] After
that we find none ti 1 the reign of King Henry VIII, who repaired and
fortified feyeral harbours : for that of the fourth of King Henry VII

fn7i r^'l? '^'f
""^"^

'^^T"'.'
'^^^'^' ™«^'^'y ^« '^^ fi<Si"g therein Iand that of the eleventh or the fame king, for removing wears and en-gmes from Southampton harbour, was for the like end. But we find

wtiT'^ ^?T' ^^PV'^^J^i^d till Queen Elizabeth's reign; fome ofwhich, as alfo fome fubfequent ones, we may perhaps think it neceffirv
to take a more particular notice of in their refpedHve places: a« alfo
for bridges over rivers.

r
>

hrL^'^f ru^'
^"^ t ""^^ ^^'""^"S confideration, to read what thebilhop ot Chiapa m Mexico relates concerning the deftrudion of the

native Indians of America by the Spaniards. In that humane prelate's

TJ^T °^ t^^'^^fi'-ft voyages to. and difcoveries in, the new world,
(which country he averts, was granted to Spain by the papal fee, uponhe exprefs condition alone of their inftruding the Indians in the chrif.
lan religion

; whereas, infte?d of converting their minds to the faith,
they, by unparalleled cruelty, firft tortured and then butchered their bo-
dies, merely for obliging them to difcover their treafures) it is related.

nrf '"i
'^.^'^y ''^.^' °^ the Empercr Charles V they had butchered

upwards of foity millions of thofe poor Indians

!

The goldfmiths of Scotland having debafed their filver plate to fix orfeven penny fine an ad of the Scottifii parliament fixed the ftandard
ot filver plate at eleven penny fine, and gold plate at twenty-two carrats
fine both upon pain of death. By eleven renny fine here muft be un-
derltood e.even ounces fine to a pound troy, and not elevei enny weight
to an ounce

; fince the other fuppofition muft not only leave their filver
plate very bale, fcut it would alfo be greatly difproportioned to the fine-nels of their gold plate.

^ r r t»uc-

JohnBodin of Angers the famous civilian and hiftorian. eftimateshe number of fouls m Venice at this time to be 1 80.440. which is about

trT ?k""T T '^^y "'^ reckoned in our time. If his account be
true, the decreafe is not improbably owing to .the great decay of theircommerce, fince the Portuguefe, by their difco^er/of a way^by fea to
India, have deprived them of the vaft advantage of fupplying moft partof Europe with the merchandize of the Eaft

^^ ' f^ F**"

Huet obferves (in his Mmoirs of the Dutch commerce) that the reUgi-



^- ^- 'S5S- „,

which abou.\his ,i™e was in rt,Th o1 [.rptrp" ^"Te "^^T"^-refort of the traders of all nation, aT„^ »,» '"'P^^y, t!ie common
world, as Amnerdam 's now^^^e adds ^hf^ k »

"°"'"""'' °^.""=
to fc .500 ftips ac once lying in tL SIdd

"' " ""™°" '""8

agems'andtaortThThad'i:.,:?: f^Z'llr^r'T^ -* '"-
to the czar John Bazilowi z TheyTtwo ?h^ ? '"h "^"T ^"'^

nnt'^, iTlZ Tny't" rfl'dT"™'' "'"',«''?'• --chandize, fe...

•°*7+r'.'°;?"4"''''=-«-™'a".Sa™„.
° "'""""'" ^" o^"-

have ]-uiy';j^rt?;t^n rtrrtli^ "l^ T^?"^ "> "-^ -r, ,0

.ninifte.jl,fticel,etweenrmln%^l?!'^'°''"''T'"'™'' ^"'i "> "d-
fuch a&and ordinan™ S his aS ^ '^"^1'"'^ ^"^ ""'' '<= -""k^
the good governmen of ,hr„l

'

1

"'^'"""'j'
f?

•= "l"" think meet for
to fine and impXn them

'""" ""'' "" """^ ^"S""' "'ere, and

"'^''^^:i::iSz:tsi':::/)S;''r' ^«j.« "-^ «<• <-
meats of punin)mfnr &c ^"^ P"^°"'' ^"^ inftru-

cafe of abfence, appoint an atSey ' ^' ^"'^ ^^"'^'^' ^^^'^ ^^y. "^

tl>er their, nor the comp:nn's ^^^s ^ U^ •'' '"^^' "'^-

VIll) The Engum arlefted I^ ^bt itll Lt h'"
""^'^^^.^^-^ount.

can ^rive biiil.
^^ ^"^" ""^ ^^ impriloned if they

X) The czar p.omifes, ^or U^l^^^Z^:!^^^.

Vol, II
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tain, and ohferve all the aforefaid privileges, &c, and for that purpofe
has put his linnet thereto.

Another ineffednal law was made [2. 3 Phil, et Mar. c. 5.! for con-
firming former ineffeaual ones of Henry VIII and Edward VI, for
withering weekly relief for the ai^ed itid impotent poor of every pariOi,
by the charitable devotion of the inhabitants, &c. and ordering that
a poor man licenced to beg fhould wear a badge on his breaft and back
oj);'nly *.

1556.— At this time the merchants of London had fadtors fettled in
the Canaries, as we lea-'n from ;m account of a voyage by Thomfon an
Kn.'lifhman. who in his pafllige frotr Cadiz to New Spain, found them
there. He relates, that when he was at Mexico, in the year 1556, there
were not above 1500 families of Spaniards in that great city ; but that
in the fuburbs there were computed to be at leaft 300,000 Indian in-
habitants.

Captain Stephen Burrough, in the Ruflia company's fervice,
failed northward towards Nova Zembla, in order to difcover the great
river Oby, in the Tartarian fea ; but he was unable to pafs the ftiaits
ot Weyc;ats, becaufe of the huge quantities of ice, and therefor return-
ed unfuccefsful.

The Ruflia company fent out two {hips, which returned the fame
year with the two fhips which had been frozen up in Lapland in 1553,
(in one of which was Sir Hugh Willoughby's body.) They alio
brought over an ambafTador from Ruflia to Queen Mary ; but he being
fliipwreckod on the coaft of Scotland, loft; almoft all the fine prefents
he had brought for the king and queen : yet being on his return, he
received fundry rich prefents for the czar, and alfo for himfelf.

1557—T^he next year the company fent four vefl"els to Ruflia. They
carried home the czar's ambafllidor, and with him Mr. Anthony Jenkin-
fon, who the next year made very ufeful difcoveries towards Perlia, for
the benefit of the company's commerce.

It was in this year (according to the Vrefert Jlate of England, anno
1683. pirt III, p 94..) that glafles were firft begun to be made in
Ent'^land. The finer fort was made in the place called Crutched-Friars
m London. Tlu' fine flint glafs (fays our author), little inferior to that
of Venice, w.is llrft made in the Savoy-houfe in the Strand, London ;

])ut the firfl glals plates fi.r lo(*king'glafles and coach-windows were
made ab )ut ten years ago (1673) at Lambeth, bv the encouragement
of the duke of Buckingham. England now excels al' the world in
tvjry branch of that beautiful manu figure.

r n rn\
""* '"" ''""'• '^ ^''^'"P "'''^!' ''3=. T IkI.Vvc, ever f.nco In-eii tlic princfpal

.,••,1
-y I

H,Ji. Scot. p. 24.] ,v;i» i,;rl,t!y j:,fur:i,.'<l, nation of llin'r liimi:iicrabk millions on tlit well
!l:r.t t.ic herrings bij.in to fmjufiit Luch-liroom, co.iil of Scotkial. M.



i558.-.After England had held the town and port of Calais rvvithIts dependent gamfons ot Guifnes a.d Hamme) for 2.1 years Ttheonly part of the continent of France till now held by EnJ andrdnr n^which t.me xt was not only a door alvvavs ope^ for th iniffon ofFrance, but. winch is more to our purpof{. wL extremely welTfituatedfor a (laple port, to difperfe, in more early times, the wJoT lead andtin, and in later times the woollen marufadures of Enghnd imo theinland countries of the Netherlands. France, and Germany 2l lofsof this moft important place was undoubtedly a confiderable n eLl.vl

laVd Tl^^^Vr' ""
%^"^fe^°

^^^ '^-'- and inCnL'orEng!land. Thefe confiderations fo affeded Qiieen Mary that ihe hid ff

herVl^r 'r
'"^'' t ^",'^^^ "P^"^'^' Calais'^ould be found a^'her heart. Hereupon the ftaple for wool, &c was remnv^H ^r. R

removed the ftaple to Narva which as far f« rlTJ/ u- ^"^^ns

whh a view^ CO be n" :; t'o""'™ '",
T"™«. '" ^"-' ™ dSy

whe,.e ,he, much kng d o f« i? ±'' f'^d""?!^ '''"^f
""""«•

iem envoys in the yet , Oo for Mi^id h ^u"'
"•'=™'' "'^y

ezi,r Denitrius gav;- ,hem°e;ve m er, > ,'
""<' "here in ,620, ,he

.l-.ough, byreur™,ofcheg,;u,declS^^onofTlf
^"^ ''!"' '^'"""'"^'^.

.he Hu„fea.ies Ih.Ie good^catie rf e")'" The tStl'ZT7 "'
Narva was the handle which Frir YTV" ^r c J'"'^/^^

"^ "le flaple to

of to lei2e the fhips of Ltck r^n^r^n f
"^

."
f"on after made ufe

fcatic hiftorian), .md to carry thenw^R"? ^T^ ^^''^'' ""^ H^""
producedawa of eight ye^^ 7^ Stockholm, which
to which a period ':?:

i^fu by Ttrcatvat^
'"'^ ?"^"^^"'

Hanfe league was mil coiLeraL^r/h ^^rt^^ Emp^^r' Fe'rdL:;:d
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to recommend to them, in this very year, the quieting of Livonia, then
greatly agitated

We have already obierved that the comptoir of the Hanfe towns at
Bergen in Norway began to be deferted about the year 1553, chiefly
owing (fay the Hanfeatic writers) to the arbitrary and extravagant in-
creafe ot the toll in the found by Chriftiem III of Denmark, which
produced much altercation, infomuch that in this year 1558 when that
king died, that comptoir was almoft funk to nothing, after having
greatly flounftied for about 300 years ; yet others impute the true caufe
ot that decline to the Danes themfelves about this time, who began to
traffic on their own bottoms, whereby that court (like England) faw
the expediency ot abridging thofe Hanfeatics of their antient exceflive
privileges and prerogatives at Bergen, which, they alleged, had been
granted to them by former Danilh kings.

That moft diligent agent for the Ruffia company, Mr. Anthony Ten-
kmfon, now firft fet on foot a new channel of trade, through Ruffia in-

Sr XT '
'^'^ ^^'^' ^''- ^^ ^^'^^"^ ^^"^ ^h« great river Volga to

Nifi-Novogrod, Cafan, and Aftracan, and thence acrofs the Cafpian fea

^ r « rJ^^
Boghar, a goodly city, he found merchants from India,

Perfia, Ruilia, and Cathay (/. e. China), from which it wasa nine months
journey to Boghar. Jenkinfon returned the fame way to Colmogro in
the bay ot St. Nicholas, in the year 1560, and fo home the fame year
to England. On his return, he publilhed the firft map of Ruffia that
had ever been made. This voyage, it fecms, he performed feven dif-
tereiit times

; Yet fo promifmg a profped for that company was drop-
ped lome tew years after, and remained as if it had never been, till the
year 1741, when It was revived by an ad of parliament, enabling the
KuHjit company to trade thence into Perfia, upon which confiderable
quantities of raw filk were brought home by the very fame way that
Jenkinfon took from Periia to Ruffia, and thence to England : Yet the
coiitinual troubles and ravages in Perfia have fince fulpended the good
ettecis or that law.

°

In this liift year of Qiieen Mary, a preft (i. c. loan) ' was granted to
* the queen by the citizens of London, of twenty thoullmd pounds
^

which was levied of the companies ; for the which fum, to be repaid
again, the queen bound certain lands, and aifo allowed for intereft

• ot the money L12 of eve y hundred for a year.' [StowsJnuaUs
p. 1070, ed. 1600.]

In the firft year of Qiicen Elizabeth, the parliament pafltd an ad
[c. 13.1 repealing the tortner laws which prohibited the itnporta'iou
and exportation of merchandize in any but Englifh lliips. This repeal
(cio;^i;ed as it is with reilrictions) would not perhaps be approved of in
our days

;
yet tliere miL',ht probably be good grounds for it then ; at

leaft the legifiature thought the following a fufficient reafon for it vi"
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P'f ^"f
the making of the faid ftatutcs, other fovercirn princes

finding themle ves aggrieved with the faid ads, us thinking that the'fame were made to the hurt and prejudice of their country and navyhave made hke penal laws againft fuch as fliould Ihip out of their'
countries, m any other vcffeU than of their feveral countries and do-mmions; by reafon whereof there hath not only grown great d^f-p^eafure betwixt the foreign princes ..nd the kings of this rfalm butalfo the merchants have been fore grieved and endamaged Yewhereas fundry of the qu =n's fubjeds do frequently enter the merchandize of aliens (liable to double duties) in their own name,
r'hereby the queen is defrauded in her revenue; wherefore it w^nowenaded, that whoever ftiall. in time of peace, and when there i^no
reftraint made of Englifh fhips. either e.Sark or un ade any mer°chandize (marts raffe. pitch, tar. and corn only excepted) out Soxinto any foreign bottom or (hip, and whereof the mafter aAd the ma!
ZZf a'^" ^"'^^''Vr ^"8""^ ^"^J^^''' ^-^^^ anfwer and P^yfor the faid merchandize the like cuftom and fubfidy as aliens d?Thisjudiciousclaufe ma great meafure anfwers the end propofed b;he navigation ads, now to be repealed. Another claufewaHnferted

in favour of the two focieties of merchants-adventurers. and of themerchants ot the ftaple. at their feveral fleets or fhippi^gs of do°h and

"tL:Tc^' 'T -"^^'"^'^ ^^°"^' "^^^^ '' ^^^ ^-^-e in eve y yearThat thofe two foc.eties may lade the faid merchandize on foreignersrtiips. provided there be not Englifh fhips fufficient in nuXf for
;
f-l^embarkations. without being, for ^hat caufe. fubjedTo aUens

• Laftly, the merchants of Briftol having of late fuflained great lo/Te,at fea from enemies, who have taken, all their beft fliips Ld irucnlubftance. fo as they are unable to provide fufficient flups of tlie'rown vvithm the time limited for the duration of this ad (vL fi4years it there be no Englifh flapping fufficient within fort/m ies If
' ^i^^iJil^TtS"'^:!;:;:;

"^^^^^^^- - ^-^^^ ^^^p^ -^uf
Several other juu... regulations and laws were made in this firfl

dearuction of tLbcr in making ir^n ^^^^ agaSif^ I^rXlato kumons, trouts. &c. at improper feafons ; thich Ave LuL Ikemany more of her reign, were io judicioufly framed, that they ren iinm force at th:s day. though with fome few Jprovements and L uW
. ,

-^59 -A c/.eray acquaints us. ' that King Henry II of France we hrfl who now wore fllk flockings. at the marrkige of hi After uthe duke of Savoy
:
Yet,' adds he. till the troubles under Charles TXand Henry III. the courtiers did not uie much filk ;Tut at4 th^
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..
^ »*

the very citizens began to wear it frequently; for it is nn infallible
• ohfervation, that pride and luxury are moft predominant during pub-
' lie calamities.'

*^

1560—The manufadure of fine woollen cloth in the Spanish Ne-
therlands mufi have been prodigioufly great before the Englifh got fo
much mto it. Lous Guicciardm, their hiftorian, affirms, that in thofe
former times, upwards of 40,000 packs of Spanifli wool had been an-
nually imported thither

; but (adds he) as the Spaniards have, of late
years, made more cloth at home than formerly, they do not now (in
this yiar 1560 that I am writing this work) import into the Nether-
lands above 25.000 packs of Spanifli wool yearly. The decreafe of the
woollen manufadiire of the Netherlands was, doubtlefs, the true caufe
of their importmga fmaller quantity of Spanifli wool than formerly,
though Guicciardin did not choofe to allign it.

The poet Milton, in his brief hiftory of Mufcovia, fays, ' the En-
• ghfli began this year to trade to Narva in Livonia, the Lubeckers
^'
and Dantzickers having till then concealed that trade from other na-

* tions.* Although Milton does not mention the true reafon of this
circumftance, we conceive it to proceed frotn the Rullians having con-
quered Narva, as we have feen two years before this time.
Queen Elizabeth, finding the popifli princes very jealous of the fup-

port given by her to the proteflants abroad as well as at home, wifely
provided for her own fecurity, by filling her magazines with ammuni-
tion, military and naval ftores. Slie foon after made gunpowder (a
new manufaaure in England), and caufed brafs and iron ordnance to
be cart: She alfo built a confiderable number of fliips for war. whereby
ftie formed the moft refpedable fleet that England had ever ieen ; and
for the fal-eguard thereof, flie eroded Upnore caftle on the river Med-
way : She moreover confiderably increufed the pay of her naval officers
and feamcn

; whereupon (lays Camden) foreigners ftiled her the rc-
ftorer of naval glory and queen of the northern feas.

;
In imitation of the queen, the opulent fubjeds alfo built fliips of

force. The national naw, including the queen's and the private Ihips
of war, WHS able to carry 20,000 fighting men againft an enemy ; and
England no longer depended on Hamburgh, Lubeck, Dantzick, Genoa,
and Venice, for a fleet in time of war.

Elizabeth, about this time, reftored the filver coin nearer to itc flcr-
ling purity than it had been for 200 years before ; her father, more
efpecially, having, towards the clofe of his reign, fliamefully dcbaied it

by mixing it with copper for his own profit, though greatly to the de-
triment of the public.

Guicciardin (in his De/cription of the Netherlands) fays that the Dutch,
even before their revolt from Spain, carried on fo great a trade, thut
about this time they brought juiaually from Denmark, Eufllund, Livo-



AD. 1^60.' ,a-

nia; and Poland, (?o,ooo lafts of grain. chiVfly rye, then worth
1.680.000 crowns of ^old. or 1,560.000 Fle.n.fh. Holland pofleflbd
abm-e Hoo Rm.d (hips, from 200 to 700 tons harden, and above 600
buffes for fifhmg from , .0 to 200 mm. Fleers of 300 ftiips togetherfrom Dantzick and Livonia, arrived twice n-ve«ir at Amfterdam «oo'
great fhips were often feen Iving tOKesher before that city, moft of thembelonging to it

;
fo that for the gr^atnefs of its commerce Amllerdamwa, even then next to Antwerp, of all th. towns in the NetherlandVThis authentic teftnnony of the flouriih.ng (late of Amfterdam at thi^

thTcontmry.'''"'
'" '""*"'' "^"^ '"^ "'^'"^ ^^^^^ 'Snoruntly written to

Speaking of the commerce between the Netlurlnnds and England heays, they then imported upwardr ; ,,00 ficks of F.r.^lrlh wooloBrug_es worth 2.0,000 crowns; but. adds he, it is marvenlurtothink of the vart quantity of drapery imported by the Englifh n o\l eNetherlands, being undoubtedly, one year w,th another, above 20c codpieces ofall kinds, which, at the moft moderate rate of TwentyIhc
^n-nr "^"fT""''

'' fi^f,"^'"r^ "^ "°^"^' ^' ^^" "Millions of Dutchguilders (about one million of pounds Sterling): fo that favs he rW^and other merchandize brought to us by the Engl ft and carHed Votus to them, may make the annual amotmt to be more than wd^ ,^

StTrHn.r?"".''
"'
^T'yf"^ "^i"-"" of guM.n (abou" L^oo 000Sterlmg) to the great benefit of both countries, neither of which cCdpoflibly (or not without the greateft damage) difpenfe with this the rvart mutual commerce

;
of which the merchants Vn both fides nreiofenfib e that they have fallen into a way of infuring their merdnnd.zefrom lofTes at fea by a pint contribntion. This is fhe firft^rftanrrn^have met wuh of infurances from lofles at fea, though prlibfyruf:before this time, and firft pradiUd in Lombird-ftrL^in the^cky tfLondon, as will be ieen under the year 160T

^
As Antwerp was in its zenith of profperity. we imagine that a tre

given by Guicciardm) may not be unacceptable to many cunous rei
'

as herein the (late of manutaaures. pridud. &c. of dihirent coun'tn s may be feen. and (undry ufeful inferences may thenceTdrawn
1) Lehde the natives and the French, who are here very numerr,;

^

there are (^x principal foreign nations who reiide at A.uuerp bo h

thole foreign merchants (the fu )us Fup^er of A.-ufi,,
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many natives there worth from 200,000 to
crowns. There are

400,000 crowns.

II) They meet twice a-day, in the nwrnings and evenings, one
hour each time, at the Lngliih Bourfe, where, by their interpreters
and brokers, they buy and fell all kinds of merchandize. Thence
they go to the new Bourfe or principal Exchange, where, for another
ho! - each time, they tranfaCt all matters relating to bills of exchange
with the above fix nations, and with France ; and atfo for depofit
(the loan of money) at intereft, which (he fays) is ufually 12 per
cent per annum ; for fuch was the intereft paid by Charles V and his
fon Philip II to the merchants here ; which high intereft (lays Guic-
ciardin) brought the nobility to lend their money fecretly (the laws
ofnobility forbidding that prac'tice) and made many lazy merchants
Ukewife deal in that way, though fuch high intereft was u great
grievance to the poor, as well as a great obftrudion to commerce, m
' III) With regard to their commerce with Italy, be fays, ^n ^„j.|,
' They fend to Rome a great variety of woollen-drapery, linen, tft-

peftry, and many other things, the returns being only money or bills

of exchange.
• To Ancona they fend great quantities of Englifti and Nctherland
cloths and fluffs, linen, tapeftry, cochineal. &c. and bring back fuch
fpices and drugs as the merchants of Ai^cona import Irom the Le-
vant ; alfo filk, cotton, carpets, Turkey leather, &c.
' To Bolonia they fend ferr-os and other fluffs, tapeftries, linens,
merceries, &c. and bring in return wrought filks, cloth of gold and
filver, crapes, caps, &c.
' To Venice they fend jewels and pearls, cloth and wool of England
in great quantities, draperies of the Netherlands, tapeftry. linen, co-
chineal, and many kinds of mercery, fometimes alio fugar arvd pep-
per ; and formerly, before the Portuguefe found the way to the fpice
iflands, they brought bi' ^'

\ forts of India fpices and drugs ; and
even lb late as the year 15 18, there arrived five Venetian gaiealles at

Antwerp, laden with fpices and drugs for the fair there ; but they
ftill bring from Venice the fineft and richeft wrought filks, camblets,
grograms, carpets, cottons, and great variety of merceries ; alfo co-
lours both for dyers and painters.

' To Naples they fend Netherland and Englifli cloths and fluffs in
abundance, tapeftry, linens in vaft quantities, and feveral forts of
merceries, as well of meials as of other materials *. The returns are
wrought filks, raw filk, thrown filk, fome fine furs or ikins, faffron

of Aquila, and excellent manna.

• By merciriei Guicciardin appears to under, fold hy i ail, or by the little balance or Onall
iUnd toys, fmall Laberdalhery wares, and ail ihing* fcalcs.
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• To Sicily they fend cloths and ferjrp.: m „,..«
' rapeftnes. and innun^erable CsJZleTy TweilT'^^'N '^"'"';.

• many other kinds
; and thev brhicrT^^u^' ?i

"^ "^'"^^^^ '"^ "^
• cuTTimin, oranges, cotton fifk ,n/r

^^"' '" ^'''^' quantities,

• To Milan, Am;erp fends L^er Z^T"' T'' "^/^''''^"^ ^'''^

' perfumes, great quant t^« of T?nIr^^'^^TT'^l' "1'"'^' """"^ °^her
• ftrges. taWftries,rft quLil^^^^^^^^ ^^^i^^

^^d
' and cochineal. The retnrn,Trl '

•
?^'^' '''"'^

^P'''"^^^ wool.
' thread; various wrought filkr.flTft 1?'"^''^^ "^ ^old and filvei'

' many fine forts; fSts SmmxS^ndt^h^ 'f
''^'''^ ^'

' P«ies;greatquantitiesofri^e m£s in i '""^ "^""""^ '^'^^

:
|;^;^.H^nced mercery; atSfSi^^J^^^^

' ^^rl:s''i::'ll^':-^-^^^^^^ Englim .001.

;

a^^^ .iver Jffs. a/d ^Hread^rrulat^^^^^^^^^

'

r'^^'^lS^^^^^^^^^^^ -^ Merges, ta-

' bring back vaft quantises of vdv/r?-^ ^""'V'"'"^ ' ^"^ ^hey
' world), fattins a^d otC^Lgt filks^ t^^^^

^^^ ^^^ >" ^^e
' and treacle. By Genoa alfoAmw^milS nr''^'^"''''^'

"^"hridate.

' cia, Vicenza, Modena Lucca &cZ|"^^ ? ^?'^'' X^''°^^'
^'^^-

' bnngs back the hke r;tums as from Gen^:
"^ "^^''^^^-d-e. -.d

' vitrCc'Lt Sfoftj.^f 'S
" ^^^ ^-^-^-ds the alum of Ci-

• ria in the leaf, fulpht ol^p me^t &r* "'1 u'^'
™"^ S""^^- ^^n-

' from the Ne herlands th^^S '

^h:^'
'"p ^?/'' ^'^^° ^^'-^'^ ^^^^ves

' flax, tallow, fait fift imber anH r
''' ^'"^'^ ^'^^^^ ^^'^' leather,

author adds. • that AmwTrp.
'

imp^^^^^^ T'^rA"'^ P"'^^-' «"
• ver thread, camblets, Sampand orr \%i^'^\''/''^^ '^^ «!-
' wares), amounted to threfmU ions n?

^ ^' (^^ch^fiv, of other
being equal to two DutcWuiSwri TT'i'

^"'"'^^' ^'""'^ "°^"
' Antwerp fends to G^rmnnv^

about L6oo,ooo Sterling.

' drugs. faffFon, fu^a s. En^rcloST ''"""
''""f

'''''' ^P^-'
' and of high price- alfo afnnl ^ 1 ^xt /" '''''' ''"'* ^"^"•'ous thin/

;
tapeftry. ^ Li^ij/^r^^^^^^^^^ a^d'^ rcerf;?^ l ?' ''''^'

• ^mans of an high .r^'^^^S^^!- ^^ ^ --;^
• Hence it appears that the cloths of England wer« tH^^n^.A r

^r rr
eltet-med fupenor to thofe of the Netherlind...

V OL. IL
K
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' ly), woad, madder, and other dyers wares ; faltpetre ; vafl quantities
* or mercery, and houfehold goods, very fine and good ; all kinds of
* metals to an ineftimable value, and alfo of arms ; rhenifh wine, of
' great importance in commerce, of exquifite tafte, profitable for
* health, and proper for digeftion, and fo fafe, that one may drink
* twice as much of it as of any other wine, without affeding either
' head or llomach ; of which (he fays) they brought annually above
* 40,000 tons, which, at "^(i crowns per ton, amounted to 1,444,060
* crowns.* This was indeed an almoft incredible quantity of rhenifli

wine for one year's importation *.

' Antwerp fends by fea to Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Eaftland, Li-
* vonia, and Poland, vaft quantities of fpices, drugs, fafFron, fugar, fait,

* Englifli and Netlierland cloths and ftufFs, fuftians, linens, wrought
' filks, gold ftufFs, grograms, camblets, tapeftries, pretious ftones, Spa-
* nifh and other wines, alum, Brafil wood, mercery, and houfehold
' goods in abundance. And Antwerp receives from Eaftland and Po-
•• land wheat and rye to a vaft amount ; iron, copper, brafs, faltpetre,

' woad, madder, vitriol, flax, honey, wax, pitch and tar, fulphur, pot-
' aftie<^, fine fkins and furs of various kinds, leather, timber (both for
' ftiipwrights and houfe-carpenters) in vaft abundance ; great quantities
' of beer, of high price and efteem ; falted flefti ; faked, dried, and
' fmoked fifli ; yellow amber in great quantities, and numberlefs other
' particulars f.

' Antwerp fends to France pretious ftones, quickfilver, filver in bul-
* lion, copper and brafs wrought and unwrought, lead, tin, vermilion,
' azure blue and crimfon, fulphur, faltpetre, vitiiol, camblets, and gro-
* grams of Turkey, Englifti and Netherland cloths and ferges, great

* Wheeler (who wrote in the year 1601 ) fayi,

' that a little bcfire the trpubles in the Low
' Countries, the Aiitwtipiaiis were become the
' greateft dealers to Italy in Eiiglifh and other
' tureigii ineicliaiulj/e, and alfo to Alexandria,
' Cyprus, ard Tripoli in Syria, boating the Itali-

' an*,. Eiiglifti, and Germans alinoll entirely out
' of that trade, as they alfo foon did the Germans

in the fairs and marts of their own country.
' That thofe of Amilerdain, and other new up-

ftart towns of Holland, with their great hulks

and otlier (liips, began to dimiiiidi the trade of
the Eullerlings at Antwcr]) j and the Antwerp
merchants having great wealth, were the bm
able to fiipply Spain for the Indies at long ere-

dit, whereby they fet their own prices (m their

meichandize. Antwerp alfo now fnpplied Ger-
many, Spain, Portugal, and Eallland with

the wares which Fiance was wont to fujjply

them. It is not pad eighty years ago (r. e.

about Ijic), fince there were not in London
above twelve or futccn Low Country merthnutB,

< who imported only (lone pota, brufliea, toys for

' children, and other pedlars wares ; but in lefs

• than forty years after, there were in London at

' leail an hundred Netherland merchants, who
• brought thither all the commodities which the
• merchants of Italy, Germany, Spain, France,

and Eallland (of all which nations there wcie
before that time divers famous and notable rid)

• merchants and companies) ufed to bring into

' England out of their own country diredlly, to
' the great damage of the faid ttrangeri, and of
' the natural born Englilh merchants.'

T We may here oblerve, that the meichanta of

t' - northern countries, where the porta are gcne-

laiiy frozen up all the winter, not being able in

thofe times to finifh a voyage to the fouthern parts

of Europe or up the Mediterranean, in due time to

get home before the winter, and feeing that they

could be fupplicd with the produce and manufac-

tures of the whole world at Antwerp, found it moll

convenient to make that city the grand ilaple of

their whole coaimerce.
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quantities of fine linen, tapeftry. leather, peltry wax maHrlPr t.u
daedflefh and much fait fifhf&c. A;d%ra^nce fcAdT back to^i^^^^^werp by fea, fait of Brouaee to the value of rSn r.rZ ^

^
bale, of fine woad of TholLfe. w^l^fc^o^peXlT U^t^to .300,000 crowns

;
canvas, and other ftrong linen of Bretaene .ndNormandy m immenfe quantities; about 40,000 tons of ex^ellenlred and white wines, at about 2^ crowns per ton • fX^ jxcellent

• merceries to a great value f

n^eiier
,
and, ialtly, many forts of

' and houlehoJd furnitu e
' Fr^ FnJ T^'i

^^^^nkion for war,

,•
=;=; r-.i-:rS«»:SP^'"I• quant ties ; a ;Tfat auantitv nf l„j j •

"<^'^"«n' faffron in fma I

' beer, cheefe. and other fom TZl?r "^ .""« P*'y and leather;

;
feme fpicery, fug\r,'™l^erw ougt^kT^rS f"'^

*;''"'
• and mercery : And Scotland (cn,U .„ A„,

"™b>«s, ferges, hnen
< try of man/kinds, l«,Ther w"^"d^er^nt''Jn1 T"'^' "^ '"='-

' though not of quite fo good a water as ThroieJt^ine"/ '' '""*•
To Ireland, Antwerp fends much the f.rr^l ?

' tities as to Scotland. AnTArwerD ^^^^^^ 'T^
^"'^"*

' leather of divers forts, for^e lowS^^ ^ins and
of little value. ^ ^ '''°'^'' ""'^ "^^»er grofs things

• To Spain, Antwerp fends copper bnfs nnri i.t,

,

;i;eX£,-i:'irais™ii?^^^^^^^
o«ades and demy.flades, tTpXffi^^^^^ ^i^fo fgr'*:'

R2
rtatiuo.
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lue, camblets, flax thread, wax, pitch, madder, tallow, lUlpkur. and-
,
.frequently wheat and rye, faked flefh and fifh, butter and cheefe, all

-..lorts of mercery, of metals, filk, thread, &c. to a large amount ; filver

^
;m bullion, and worked up into filverfmith's work ; arms of all forts

^. and ammunition
; houfehold furniture, and tools of all kinds ; and

^.
every thing elfe produced by human induflry and labour, to which

, K'^l'
''•"" ^"^'^'"^ '^

'
™e»"er people of Spain have an utter averfion.

^

Ut bpain, Antwerp takes jewels and pearls, gold and filver in great
quantities, cochineal, farfaparilla, guaiacum, faifron. filk raw and

* thrown and worked up into various ftufFs, velvets, taffeties. fait, alum
orchil, fine wool, iron, cordovan leather, wines of various kinds, oils'

^

vinegar, honey, melalTes,"Arabian gums, foap, fruits both moift and
dried, m vaft quantities ; wines and fugars from the Canaries *.

/•.AiTo Portugal, Antwerp fends filver bullion, quickfilver, vermilion
i. copper, brals, and latten, lead, tin, arms, artillery and ammunition,
^gok and filver thread, and fuch other wares before named as they

^
lend to Spain, From Portugal, Antwerp brings pearls and pretious

^

tones, gold, fpices to the value of above a million of crowns annual-

^
ly, drugs amber, mulk, civet, ivory in great quantities, aloes, rhu-

.
^^'i?' '"}* '

cotton, China root, and many other pretious things from
^

India, with which the greateft part of Europe is lupplied from Ant-
^

werp
; alfo fugars from the idaiid of St. Thome, under the equinoc-

^

tial me, and from other iflands on the African coafts ; Bra fil wood
^

tor dyei-s
;
Mahiguetta, or Guinea grains, and other drugs from tho

^

uc.l coaft of Africa
; fugar alfo, and good wines from Madeira. And

^

trom Portugal itfelf, Antwerp brings their fait, wines, and oils, woads,
leeds, orchil, many forts of fruits both moift and dried, preferved and
candied, to a great value.
' Laftly, to Barkiry, Antwerp fends woollen cloth, ferges, linen, mer-

' ccries innumerable, metals, &c. And Antwerp brings from Barbary
;

lugin-s, aziire or anil (as the Portuguefc call it), gums, coloquintidal
leather, peltry, and fine feathers.'

Thus we liave a fummury view of the exports and imports of Ant-
werp, the moft eminent city for commerce then in Europe. The pore
ot Armuyden, on the ifland of Walcheren. was, in Cuicciardhi's days
the pace of rendezvous for the fhipping of Antwerp, where, fays he'
there have been oltcn feen 500 large fliips together, bound to or re-
turning IroHi diftant parts of the world. He adds, that it was ufual for
SCO llnps to come and go in one day, and 400 to come up the Scheldt iaone tide

;
that 10.000 carts were conflanily employed in carrying mer-

chandize to and from the neighbouring countries, befide manv hun^
dreds of waggons daily coming and going with palfcngers; and 500

• Spain had not at thii time reeeiveU any fugari from the Weft Indies.
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coaclie* ufed by people of diftinaion; that in Antwerp there are 160
bakers, 78 butchers *. 92 fiAmtmgers. i J o barbers and furgeons, ^04taxlors, 124 goldlnnths, (befide a gi-eat number of lapidaries and jewel-
lers), 3CO mafter painters, gravers, and carvers, mercers (i. e. retailersand pedlars), &c. without number : That the city contains 13,500houfes: That loc^ngs are fo extravagantly dear as (except Lifbon) tofurpafs any city_ of Europe ; infomuch. that a fet of lodgings of five orfix chambers, with a haU and garrets, do not let for lefs than 200 cro^yearly; ^d the greater lodgings and fmaller houfes ufually at ^00crowns and upwards Laftly, That by the great concourfe of ftrllert

brothTtShfr""
°' '" ^'^^ P^"" '" ''''' ^^^^^ P"' °^ ^^^ -"d L

Having fufficiemly enlarged on the noble city of Antwerp Guicciar

oriSfeLnrrr'^^'
"'^^^ \^™« fiAery of^he maritlS^ proWs"

tl^\ T (Gronmgen was then part of Frifeland), Holland, ZeXndand Flanders. He fays, the number of fiihermen and veffels, efpeetaU;of thofe four provinces, and of the French (with fome fc^ EnghSfifuing firft on the coaft of Scotland, and next on that of England i at-moft infinite But. confining himfelf only to the NetherlrS' colcerning which he had made a very ftrid inquiry, he fays thatTneaceable times they employed 700 buL and boats, which make each three"voyages in the feafon
; each veiTcl on an average being computed to

bari els of 900 or icoo herrings each barrel;.and as- a laft common y.

y art l^erl??^!'' " 'w ^' '^"•^^"^' ^^^ ^«^^^' amount oTonl
r294.ooo Sinf;^^^ " ^'"'^ '^^^ P^^^^"'^" '^ L49.0.C00 Flemifh. or-

nJ!lf^''T'^^^^'^''''^
'^''^ ^''^^^ g''°"^'i which England has gained

t?re k ft n
'""^^ ^"

\^r P'^"^^'"S ^^'^^^^y' 'heir woollen maje-ure is flill very great although their own wool be very coarTe compared to that of England and of Spain ; as at Bois-le^duc Delft S"
ndV^rSfrt'^f'f"' ^^-y -^^-^l^ove 1

2,000"ie^es of" o.h

wc^)nen'cLt is at S '^v'" ' f" V^'''^
""^'''^ ^^^ ^"^'^"^ ^all for

(wS he diems the n)T;
''^' ^'""^"">' ^'^^"^"' Tie) and Lifle.^wnicn ne eiteems the next in commerce to Antwerp and Amft^rrlnm-rournay, Mons. Valenciennes (where, befide woollen^c^^ths hevS

-
Twenty thoufand pieces of linen, worth on an average ten crowns

tide? M. ^ ° '"i" '" * gi'liiers equal to Li 00,000 Sterling, and their

f Abo.t Cxty year, after this time Sir Walter SilTr,
^"^' '" """""'' '"'^ ^**^"^" "^^^'^^

Raleigh compute, the value of the cod and ling
^ "''"•
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a piece are annually made at Bois-lc-duc, as alfo great quantities of
knives, fine pms, mercery, &c. At Nivelle (five leagues from Bruflels^
they ma^e great quantities of very fine cambric, as alfo at Cambray
trf>m which that fine manufadure has its name. At Courtray they
rnake fine tabie-lmen

; at Tie), linen cloth and buckrams ; at Glicnt.
the cloth called from it ghenting, in prodigious quantities, and various
lorts of hne linen, woollens, tapeftries, fliftians, buckrams, &c.
At the fame time, fpcaking of the commerce of Amfterdam, he fays,

that fhips are conftantly feen in great numbers coming in and going
cut, not only to and from other parts of the Netherlands, but alfo
France, England, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Livonia, Norway
Sweden, &c. He obferves, that Veer (named alfo Campveer, or Ter'
veer) m Zealand, owes its principal commerce to its having been for
many years the ftaple port for all the Scottifli fhipping. In conrlafion
he pays the people of Holland the following fine compliment : They
have no wme growing in their country, yet they have great plenty of that
liquor

; nor flax of their own growth *, yet make the fined linen in
the univerfe They have no wool, either in good quality or quantity,
yet make mfinite quantities of good cloth. They raife no timber, yet
they ufe more for fliii>s, dikes, &c. than perhaps all the reft of Europe
together. And here let us add what Sir William Temple fays farther
by way of encomium on Holland abovv- an hundred years later viz
' Never any country traded fo much, and confumed fo little. They
' buy infinitely, but it is to fell again ; they are the great mnfters of the
Indian fpices and Perfian filks, yet wear plain woollen, and feed upon

' their own fifh smd roots ; they fell the fineft of their own cloth to
' France, and buy coarfe cloth out of England for their own wear ; they

I

fend abroad the beft of their own butter, and buy the cheapeft out
* of Ireland, or the north of England, for their own ufe. In fhort,
* they iurnifti infinite luxury, which they never pradife, and traffic in
* pleafures which they never tafte.'

'Thus, fays their own great De Witt, in his Intereji of Holland, are
* diligence, vigilance, valour, and frugality, not only natural to the Hol-
* landers themfelves, but, by the nature of their country, are communi-
cated to all foreigners who inhabit among them.'
This year (according to the judic'ous Miflelden, in his Circle of com-

merce, p. 55). Qiieen Elizabeth, by her charter confirmed all former
charters of privileges to the company of the mercaants.::dventurers of
England. '1 his author affirms, that he took fpecial pains in the perufal
ot all charters and grants to this company. Moreover, Wheeler (often
alrejidy quoted) confirms this, and adds, that the queen granted tl.em
two other ample charters, viz, one in the fixih, and another in tiie twen-

• Great quantltiei of flax arc raifcd now k Holland-
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ty-eighth, year of her reign, in the former of which they firft had the
deiignation of merchants-adventurers given them
The fame year, the queen granted by charter to the merchants ofExeter, by the title of the governor, confuls. and focxety of merchams-adventurers of Exeter, an exclufive trade to France *

^"ercnants-

Sigifmund, king of Poland, being at war with Ruiila. wrote to QueenElizabeth, requeftmg her not to permit he. fubjeds to trad. toSaby the way of Narva as fumifhing his enemies with arts, arms andother neceflanes
; and he threatened fuch (hips as (hould .0 trade'wkhhis utmoft refentment But his threatening, oil this and another"amc^soccafion hereafter to be noticed, were very Httle regarded.

J2-ric AlV, king of Sweden, taking advantage of the denr^fHor, «p
tlu=G.m,a„ knights rf,he croft by fhe RufliaS ace p^.d Sle rfqueft of the town of Revel and of the country adjacent to tat, ,h™under h„ proteffion, whereby Sweden got a foottn, Livl.V anH h^theacqu,r„.on of that fine country, wh^h Swed /held cM he f"meJ

Ser^bl/'fe^d' """''• "' '°"^-'=- -»'*- -" Po- -e
I56i.--In the next year, the Poles. Danes. Swedes, and Mufcovite<fhavmg m the.r turns gradually depreffed the ^^^er, a^d .reVtlv lefl^n

hafTrdtTraM Ket? ^'^T^^t^ - Livonia', the gfeat ^.j e^o?tnat order, Oottard Ketler, refigned that part of Livonia which nr.w r^

ceived ft.™ Slgifmunlking o{fZL\^ZLX'of%'::Z2::i
fhTrn-oftL'n^'

"* "^ ""-• » ^ •-"• "y Wm^"nd'h^"t,tro'f

bettfn '^r'^Sd^y^Tft:t-rt:- ";f^- r/'r •^'-" '='=-

^
• Th«r pH,acgc wa. confirmed and rcft.cW t« their own cU, by an .ft .f p.L-,.cn. 4 y.. ^
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Others relate that oneWilliam Rider, an apprendce on London bridge,
feemg, at the houfe of an Italian merchant, a pair of knit worfted ftoclc-
ings from Mantua, vefy ingenioully made a pair exadly like them
which he prefented to William Earl of Pembroke, being the firft of
that kind worn in England, in the year 1564.A rich mine of copper was dilbovered at Newlands, in Cumberland,
which had been negleded many ages, fays Camden [Brit. p. 631.] And
at the lame time there was found in great abundance the ftone cnlled
lapis calammaris, or calamy ftone, fo neceffary for turning copper into

The country people, upon licence being granted for the exportation
ot grain, began to ply their hufbandry more diligently than formerly
-by breaking up grounds which had remained untilled beyond all me-
«nory or man.

According' to Malynes's Centre of the circle of commerce*, p. q»
4to, 1623, queen Elizabeth granted a new charter [3//0 regnil or con^
firmation to the corporation of the mayor and conftables of the ftaple
ot England, ot all fuch privileges and liberties as they did, might or
ought to have enjoyed, one year before the lofs of Calais, by grant
charter, law, prefcnption. or cuftom, notwithftanding any non-ufer'
abufer, &c. '

The French feem to have traded very early to the coaft of Guinea
and Its neighbourhood

; for the writer of an Englifti voyage to Guinea
in the year 1591, fays, that about thirty ye?.rs before that time the
French traded from the ports of Normandy to the river Gambia with
four or five fhips yearly f. [Hakluyt, V. ii, p. i 89, part ii.]

1562.—Some Frenchmen alfo, aflifted by the Admiral Coligny.made
an attempt to fettle in Florida ; but not being fupported from home
they were forced to abandon that enterprile, being almoft familhed for
want of proyihons. in the year 1564, after remaining in Florida two
lummers and one winter.

The fume year Coligny alfo projeded a fettlement on the fouth-eaft
coaft of Atrica (fays Mezeray), near Mozambique or Melinda, to ferve
as a retreat for the French in carrying on the trade of Africa and Eaft
India, as was pradifed by the Portuguefe ; and three Oiips, with 1200
loldiers were fent out, but they were ftiipwrecked on the ifte of Madei-
ra

;
aud atter a fcuffle with the Portuguefe there, they returned to

trance without farther purfuing their original defign.
Mr John Hawkins, alfifted by the fubicriptions of fundrv gentlemen,

now fitted out three Ihips (the largeft being of 120 tons, and the fmall-

+ The P;
V'"^^"'" •'"*'- '!7" '""S

'^"r^^'^i P""-- to thi. lime, as I iJvc Lwu in its propert IhchRiich commerte .vith the well coall jihce. M. ^^
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eft but 40), and having learned that negroes were « very good commo-day m Hifpanjola. he failed to the coaft of Guinea, and took inT
ITf '?•!

^'^'^
"'i'^-

'^'"^ ^""^ Hifpaniola. where he fold hifnegr^;and Enghlh commodities, and loaded home his three veffek wfthSagar, and gmger, and alfo many pearls, returning home ilthe ver;1563. and makmg a profperous voyage. This fecis to have ^fhevery hrft attempt from England for'any negro trade.
^'^ '^^

fia bv thTlav^nf^R frr'^'T"^
^1^."°^ ^^^" ^^^' °^^^^i^ "^e into Per.

n\S p r^ of Ruflia
;
for m this year they fent three of their aeents

Bv I h"
'°""

? ?^^^ °" the bufmefs of their traffic

^^''

ceedVo/rle"*'''r ?k ^''"' ^^^" '^^ P"^^ ^^ ^^^at does not ex-ceed 10/, rye, peafe and beans 8/, and malt 6/8 oer Quarter fV>-.

The firft ftatute was now enadedfor the relief of tin. r.«or rr .t

lands were fold by K^ng H^nrv VInTf' K r'" '^l'"?'
'^^ ^^""^^

declared to be foJenaWin^ThT bu!ert r^V
'"^^ P"f^^^f«' " ^''^ then

lity, which however th^^eatlySed^^^^^^^^
that wonted hofpita-

compulfory law till thepS ad lich J^^ ^^ '^^"^ ^"'^ "°
potent perfons of everyCX to be rehevVf

^^^ T^"^^ P°°' ^.'^^ ^'"-

of his charity give weeklv to hi ..tK 7? ^^.7^r^'
^^^'y P^'"^^" ^^^1

to the poor, fo^as none of'them fl^n'''"^ 1^ '°"'^;?"' "^'^ diftributed

ai^y parifhiJner kail obftii^ateTv r^fe'C'^
^" or fit begging; and if

relief of the poor, or ^T^IlJ^l^ o^lir^^ttUT^Vl'peace, at their ouarter fpm«r,c ^ "i"trs, tnen the jult-ces of the

"here ,he parifhes have nfo^'^t^rS thr^an eTieve''j£"^/"'may hcence fo many of their nnn7oc ,1,. <i ?^ ?" relieve, the juflices

one or more Imndre^of thTrZXve /omt \m ^- "" ^« »
other place than where le„«ll. r™ j

^""'y- Laftly, beggars, in any
.he ia£, againS viXni

'fs £&1' "? '" "^ ''"""'=<' "=«'«'-« "

or o.er Of fervan.J.~ t' tra^ie^.i:S^^^^^^

s
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prllable to ferve in handicrafts, and who in hufbandry.and their feveral

duties, &c. gives the fubftance of many former laws, with their impcr-

fe<f^ions and contrariety ; and remarks, that the wages, alecrtained in

many of thofe a£ts of jSarliament, were now become infufficient^ by
reafon of the advanced prices of all neceflaries fince thofe times. Yet,

as large and comprehenfive as this ad is (which is partly ftili in force),

there are fundry fubfequent ftatutes, both in this and fucceeding reigns,

for regulating difputes between mafters and their fervants, apprentices,

and labourers, concerning their wages, time of labour, 8cc.

The next law [c. 5], intitled, conftitutions for the maintenance of the

navy, &c. contains many good claufes for encouraging our own (hip-

ping and mariners : As, T) By permitting herrings, and other fifh caught

on our coaftc, to be exprrted duty free. 11) That no foreign (hips (hall

carry any goods cnaftv^if'i from one Engli(h port to another. Ill) Wines
and woad mall be imported from France in Engli(h (hipping only, with

fome incon(iderable exceptions. IV) That, for the maintenance of

fliipping, the increafe of fifhermen and mariners, the repairing of port

towns, and the increafe of the fle(h vi6hial of the realm, it (hall not be
lawful for any to eat flefti on Wednefdays and Saturdays, under the for-

feiture of L3 for each offence, excepting cafes of ficknefs, and alfo thofe

by fpecial licences to be obtained ; for which licences, peers were to

pay Li : 6 : 8 to the poor's box of the parifh, knights and their wives

13/ At and others 6yT3 each. But no licence was to extend to the eat-

ing of beef on thofe days at any time of the year, nor to the eating of

veal in any year from Michaelmas to the ill day of May *.

The ingenious author of the Prefent flate of England (8vo, 1683,

p. 77), acquaints us, that the mamifa<rture of knives in England was be-

gun in this year by Thomas Matthews on Fleet-bridge, in London.

How ftrangely are things altered lince thofe times ? for now London
excels all the earth in this refped, and fupplies many '-'her nations

therewith in great quantities.

1564.—Many good laws had been lately made in England for the

employment of the people for improving the woollen manufadure,

againft the importation of foreign manufadures interfering with home
and for fetting up new manutadlures, and improving old ones,ones

more efpecially fince the accellion of Qiieen Elizabeth : Particularly an

ad of parliament [5 Lliz. c. 7] ftridly prohibiting the importation of

girdles, rapiers, knives, (heaths, hilts, pummels, lockets, chapes, fcab-

bards, horfe-furniture of all kinds, gloves, points, (lirrups, bits, leather,

laces, and pins. Thefe regulations greatly alarmed the Netherlandcrs

;

and the citizens of Antwerp more efpeciaily became quite enraged to

• Wcdntfday was afterwards exempted from /till vidluidlen wert- forbidden to utter flefli in lent,

this political falling, or ablliuence from fle(h j but and on Fridays and Satui Jays. [27 Llix.c. 2.]
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fee the Englifh taking fuch large ftrides towards atn univerfally-exten-
five commerce. Moreover, the raifmg the cuftom on cloth expp«ed to
the NetherUvnds, and of merchandisse imported from thence into Eng-
land, had given great offence to the Netherknders. All thefe confi-
derations now induced the duchefs of Parma, governefs of the Nether-
lands, to iflue her proclamation prohibiting the exportation of any ma-
terials for the above manufadures to England. Moreover by way of
retaliation, but under the pretext of the plague, which at this time
raged m England, flie prohibited the importation of EngUfh wooUen
goods into the Netherlands. In this year, thjsrefore, the EngUfh com-pany of merchants-adventurers were obliged to carry their woollen
cloths to Lmbden m EaA Frifeland. where for a while they kept their
ftaple, entirely delertmg the Netherlands. Whereupon Philip II ofSpam abfolutcjy prohibited all his fubjeds.from tiading with the Eng-
,h(h at Embden

: Yet. m the end. the fteadinefs of EUzabeth got the

h>s Ne her and fubjcds required peace and commerce with England
>fo«ndhimleif obliged to revoke all his prohibitions, and to admitX
Enghfli to tradewuh the Netherlands as formerly.on the bottom of the/«.m/;> ,.^„^j-. Gumden, in his hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, te-
lates, th«t our general trade with the Netherlands ITi this time amount-

clotbalolie.'''
' of ducats, five millions of which was for,English

wit^KlL^cSrle'^r f "f"^
' ^r''^

''''''^ ^^ P^^^^ and commerce
7ri ^K V- *"^**'^^*^'J^

of Hance, the commercial part of which was ex-actly the lame with that of the year ,559. [FaJa, V. xv. ^ 640!]Paffendorf. in his hiftory of Sweden, lelates. that about this time (for

EHcXwlLeof f t^^^^
^" a fea-fight between theS of

^ ii\' ^ rn^'^'^'^^''''"^
^^'^t of Frederic II of Denmark theSwedifh fleet confifted.of 40 fliips. their admiral Ihip mounting 200brafs cannon

;
which huge fhip being feparated from L reft of tha^fleet by a ftorm fuftmned alone the attack of the whole- Danifli flee"

iT'BoVb'' "^V^^^^,^-d f"«k the admiral of the latter by herfide. But being at length lurrounded and overpowered by the enemy's
fl et. ftie was let on fire, and totally deftroyed. This is^probably the
fi ft. and It IS as probable will be the laft veffel of fo enorn?ous a fize *
The Hollanders, m the zenith of their naval power and glory feldomor never went beyond 90 cannon for their firft-rate ftiips^of war /andIt ftems more tor the lake of found than for folid advantage that theEnghfti and French have run into an higher number of cannon We
• Unltfs we knew the fize of thf brafs cannon,

the number of them cannot warrant a belief that
he was larger than fome antient, or many modern,
«iip«. riiat the guns carried by ftiip, at thi* lime

were not very heavy, may be mfcrred from the Hen-
ry Grace deDicu, built by King Henry VIII, car-
rymg lai gun», though only of looo tons bur-
den. M.

Sz
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iiiMiy in this place reinark.that in proportion as the northern crowni in-
©reafed their correfpondence with the fouthern parts of Europe, they
improved in their naval ftrength and commerce; and in nearly the
feme proportion did the Hanfeatic towns decline in both thofe refpe«^,
cfpecially thofe within the JBaltic fea. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval hiftory,
obfcrvcs, that as Denmark pofleCTes many iflands, and a large extent of
country along the ocean, the Danes have for many ages had a confider-
able navafl force. Whereupon he inftances the above named (which he
calls fignal) vidtory aver the Swedifh fleet, and their admiral (hip of 200
cannon, which he fays was called the Nonefuch. He adds, that a little

before. King Chriftian III, at the inftances of the French king Hen-
ry II, aided the Scots againft England with a fleet of 100 fail, manned
with 10,000 men ; which tranfadion is however very flightly touched
by moft Englifli hiftoriana.

^i Sir William Monfon (who wrote his Naval trads in the year 1635)
has the following hiftorical remark on this fubjeil, viz. till of late, which
perhaps (fays he) few will believe, mofl: of our Ihips of burden were
bought from the Eatft-country men (on the fouth fide of the Baltic fea),

who likewife enjoyed the greateft trade of our merchants in their own
cflela. And, to bid adieu to that trade and thofe (hips, the Jefus of
Lubeck, a veflel of great burden and ftrength in thole days, was the
laft {hip bought by the queen, which in tl^ year 1 564 was caft away in
the port of St. John, de UUoa, in New Spain, under Sir John Hawkins.
A charter, dated 8th July 1 564, granted to the company of merchant-

adventurers of England, conftituted them a body politic or corpora-
tion in England. The queen thereby grants them a common feal, per-
petual fuccelfion, liberty to purchafe lands, and to exercife government
in any part of England. ' But if any lireeman of this company ftiall

d marry a wife born beyond fea, in a foreign country, or fiiall hold
* lands, tenements, or hereditaments in Holland, Zealand, Brabant,
' Flanders, Germany, or other places near adjoining, he fliall be dif

h^ franchifed from the faid feliowfliip of merchants-adventurers, and be
• utterly excluded from the privileges thereof Wheeler (as already
noted under the year 1 560) obferves, that this charter gave them firil

the name of merchants-adventurers of England, i. e. as an Englilh cor-
poration of that name ; for in a charter or grant of privileges from
King Henry VII in 1505, we have feen them called by that name,
though they never were till now properly a corporation in England.

This year a patent was granted to the Hamburgh company for ever,
with liberty to export 30,000 cloths, though not wrought or dreffed

;

whereof 25,000 to be above the value of L3, arJ under the value of
L6 per cloth ; and the other 5000 to be above the value of L4 per
cloth *.

*'"*'' * Thi' •ppwrrfrom an aft [d jinn, t. j] for ilie exportation of white wottlkn dothj.



Ul f^ff^.u-x^miral Coligny ^wrfmicted Charles IX. king «f Fiance, a«i„
ttt attempt the fcttlement of a colony in Florida ; for which purSofeLaudonier was fent thithtjr in three (hi™, with people and liCceflarLand he erected fort Caroline at the moutV of the rivSr iSy. The nmyear Rxbault was fent thither

; but fix large ihips. purpo4ly fitted o^tfrom Spam for the deftrudion of the Frenfh fetflei^nrcomSl uZhe coaft. the French fhips got to fea. and cfcaping the Span ards ^turned back to their fettlement. and prepared to attack thisn^nln:Alps
:
But a fudden ftorm deftroying or^dil^rfing all the W^^^encouraged the Spaniards to attack, and finall/to deftroy the fon'where Laudon.er was left with a fevr men. moft o^f whom the Spaniards'

It appeani that the maritime ftrength of th^ Turks was at th« tfm*

lalta (being forced this feme year to raife the fiege of it) th^v iS in^m expedition, 60 galleys. 20 great (hips, fuch as we coSnfy caS

The firft new projeft in the reign ofQueen Elizabeth is her exclufiw

Sn°1^T^"i^^^.^' ^^^- -"d Wil^am Herle. Gem for thetle
StmSfnff

""'"^''' \' l^^*"^
y^«"' ^^d «1^« for the fole iL^kfng orextradhng from certain herbs, roots, and feeds, an oil proper tTbe nf^fo wool and for drekg woollen cloth ; they Lwnrwkh rreat ^

cm "te?r'n' T l^i«>«-Penfe,founl'outthc'f?d t

S:S;:XS^r '-"^ ttP:;f^«^onandpra£^tfirr^
Sir John Hawkins, in his Voyage to the Snaniih W^n Tn^j«o <r .

copp.r„, as well as for gold, filver, copper aT^uickfiviinT ""1

alfo m he fame year granted them the fole ufe of the^Tamv ftte Srlap« cniammaru, for comp«fiuo„ of a mi«d metal^d£?rd^
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forts of battery works, caft-work, and wire. And in the year 1568 flie
incorporated Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper of the great feal. Thomas
duke of Norfolk, and others, jointly with the faid Humphreys and
Shute, by the narhe arid defignatiOn of the governors, afliftatlts, and fo-
ciety of the mineral and btittery Works'*.

Before this undertaking, it feems that all Englilh iron wire was made
and drawn by man's ftrength alone, in the foreft of Dean and elfewhere.
until th<?fe foreigners introduced the method Of drawing by a mill

:

wherefor, till then, they neither could make any great quantity at'
wire, nor To good in quality. The greateft part therefor of the iron
wire ufed in England, and alfo of ready-made wool cards, and fuch
things, were till nowimpofted from foreign parts.

1566.—We have feen that King Henry VIII ereded a marine corpo-
ration, which has been of fingular utility to the navigation of England,
mtitled, the rnafter, wardens, and afliftants of the trinity-houfe at Dept-
ford-ftrond. They were now irtpowered, at their own cofts, from time
to time, to erea beacons, marks, and figns for the fea, in fuch places of
the fea-fliores arid uplands near the fea-coafts for fea marks, as to them
fliould feem requifite, and to continue and renew them at their cofts.
[8 E/iz. c. 13]

It appears that thj gold ducat or florin of Florence was now equal to
five (hillings Sterling. [Foedera, V. xv,/. 654,]
The Englifh Ruflia company having in the preceding year fent feve-

ral of their fadors with Englifh cloth, &c. from Ruffia into Perfia, they
to id that the Venetians from Aleppo ufaallj bartered their woollen
cK chs and kerfies for raw filks, fpices, drugs, &c. and that much Vene-
tian cloth was worn in Perfia. In this year they obtained from the fo-
phi an immunity from tolls or cuftoms on their merchandize, and full
protedion for their perfons and goods. The company was moreover
this year digniiicd by the fandion of an ad of parliament f ; the rea-
fons afligned for which were, \) ' That fundry fubjeds of the realm^
perceiving that divers Rullian wares and merchandize are now im-

• ported by the faid fellowfliip (after all their great charge and travel),
• fonie of which be within this realm of good eftimation, minding, for
• their peculiar gain, utterly to decay the trade of the faid fellowfliip J,
* have, contrary to the tenor of the faid letters-patents, in great difor-
der, traded into the dominions of Ruflla, &c. to the great detriment

* of this commonwealth.
II) And for that the name by which the faid fellowfliip is incor-

* porated by the letters-patents of Queen Mary is long, and confifteth of

* Thin charter of incorporation was made a book, ia given at large by Hakluyt. KVoiatit,
pretence for a copper bubble in the famous year r. i, a. 369, f^y 1598.]

''i°Tn. ^ .1. I. •• . n t Here the marginal note fays, • thi» ij meani
t The »a, though not printed m the ftatute ' by Aldcrwan iJond tlie ddcr..'
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' very many words, therefor be it enadted, that the faid fellowflun
* company, fociety and corporation, (hall henceforth be caUed only bv
* the name of the fellow(hip of Englifh merchants for difcovery of new
trades

;
by that name alone to continue a corporation for ever with

all the powers and privileges of their faid charter, or of any other
corporation; particularly, they may purchafe lands not exceeding loo

.
marks yearly &c. And that no part of the continent, ifles, ports orarms of the fea of any emperor, king, prince, ruler, or governor be-fore the faid firft enterpnfe, not known or frequented by the fubieas

^

of this realm, and lying from the city of London northwards, north-
^eftwards or north-eaftwards. nor any parts now fubjed to the czar
John Bazilowitz. or to his fucceflbrs, foyereigns of Ru/na. nor the
countries of Armenia. Media, Hyrcania, Perfia, or the Cafpian feanor any part of theni, fliall be failed or trafficked into, nor frequent^ed by any fubjedl of England, either by themfelyes or their t^cCs&c direaiy nor indiredly. other than by the order, agreement con!
fent, or ratification of the governor, confuls. and affiftants of the faid
fellowflnp, or the more part of them and their fucceflbrs, upon pain

;

for every offence, to forfeit all fuch Aiips, with their appur^tenance"'

* fom an"
"'^''^^'^"'^'^^*' °^^ "^"^"^ ^° ^he queen, the other to the

* I) Provided, however, that it fhall be lawful for any fubjea of thisealm to fail to the port town, territory, or caftle of Wardhoufe oro any of the coafts of Norway, for trade of filhing, or any otheltrade there ufed by Englifh fubjeds.
^ ^ ^^

\ 2) Provided that, for the better maintenance of the navy and ma-riners of this realm, it (hall not be lawful to the faid company to trTn

i::Hrn'-''""f"-V^^'^?
^^'^"^ '° ^^-- newtrade,'buron;?n

Enghfli Hups, and with a majority of Englifli mariners ; and the likein bringing into this realm and into Flanders, any merchandize fomthea- new trade
;
on pain, for every offence, of forfeiting L200 oTemoiety to the queen, and the other fliall go to any EngUHi port toZ(having a decayed harbour) that will fue for it.

«
poit town

' 3) Provided, that no woollen cloths nor kerfies. unlefs they be alldre red and for the moft part dyed within this realm, fhall be^expor"ed toRuffia &c. by the faid company, under forfeiture of Lcfor
• :oTn;[;^oflta;^^^^^^^^^ ^'^^^--' -^^^^- ^- ^^-liwor\S^

' 4) P'-oviJed, that if in time of peace the faid fociety /hall difcontinue wholly for the Ipace of three years the difchargiiW t eirme^'chand.ze at the road of St. Nicholas bay in Rtifna, or at fome ot cr'port lying on that north coait of Ruffia &c. then during rami ofany luch diicontinuancc. it fliall be lawful for all the fubi ds of tlrealm to trade to the Narve. only in EngUfli bottoms. ^
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5)_, Provided alfo, that every of the queen's fubjedls inhabiting the
city of York, and the towns of Newcaftle upon Tyne, Hull, and

• Bofton, who have for the fpace of ten years continually traded the
• courfe of merchandize, and who Ijefore the 25th of December 1567
• fhall contribute, join, and put in flock with the faid company, fuch
• fum and fums of money as any of the faid company who hath tho-
• roughly continued and contributed to the faid new trade from the
' year 1552 hath done, and before the faid 25th of December 1567
' fhall do, for the furniture of one ordinary, full, and entire portion or
• fhare, and in all things behave himfelf as others of the fociety are
• bound to do, fhall from the faid 25th of December 1 567 be account-
• ed free, and as one of the faid fociety and company in all refpeds.'

This laft claufe, in favour of thofe northern ports, was occafioned by
their having been early contributors to the firfl attempt for a north-eaft
paflage.

We need only farther to remark on this flatute, that it was the firfl

which eflablifhed an exclufive mercantile corporation.
By a flatute for regulating the drapers company in the town of

Shrewfbury, we learn that the trade in Welfh woollen cloth and lining,,
commonly called Welfh cottons, frifes, an-i plains, had for a long time
been confiderable in that town ; the drapers company there employing
above 600 perfons as (heermen or frifers. [8 ERz. c. 7.]

1567—The commotions v/ere now beginning in the Netherlands

;

and the court of Spain ra(hly determining to proceed to extremities with
a people who highly prized thtir liberty, great and terrible were the
confequences : for (as Sir William Temple obferves), upon the firfl re-
port of the duke of Alva coming into the Netherlands with 10,000 ve-
teran foldiers, the trading people of the towns and country withdrew
from the provinces in fuch vafl numbers, that the duchefs of Parma,
the governefs, wrote to Philip II, that in a few days above 100,000 men
had left the coutr ry, with their money and goods, and that more were
following every day j fo great an antipathy (fays that author) there ever
appears between merchants and foldiers. The governefs, forefeeing the
ills that were coming, defired leave to refign, and was fucceeded by the
duke of Alva, whofe fevere and cruel proceedings, on account of the
late infunedions,and in fupport of the inquifition, produced the convul-
fions, which cofl Europe fo much blood, and Spain a great part of the Low
Country provinces. For after the feizure of the Counts Egmont and
Home, fuch numbers of Netherlanders were perfecuted by Alva, that
Germany, the Eaft Country, Cleves, Embden, France, and England,
were filled with thofe induftrious people, although the prifons in the
Netherlands were likewife crowded with fuch as the cruel governor
could detain, many of whom however cfcaped out of prifon. Hence,
fays Meteranus, after Alva had hanged, beheaded, and burnt fo many,
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yet fo niany more had fled to find fhelter and bread for their familiesin foreign parts carrymg thither arts and manufadures. before o I

y

known m the Netherlands, that in England the decayed cities andtowns of Canterbury. Norwich, Sandwich. Colchefter. Maidftone South

r/n^^;;?!""'"^ "^^T'
"^^^ ^"^'^ ^"^ ".anufadturers of woollen

inft 'v K
' "^T'^f*

^y'''' ^J^th-drefTers. filk-throwfters. &c whofe

TenrTfT. I'' '^'"a^?^
a confiderable fliare of the landed St;reft

t

Kent, Effex, &c Juft fo, above 200 years before (about the year ,T6o^the Belgians and Flennngs. by frequent inundations driven fr^om home^firft taught the Enghfh the art of making woollen cloth, of whTchXvwere before Ignorant
;
being till then only /killed in huAanly fliee/

wo!^"!-r^,T;^%'^'^'^^S'^"^ and Flemings then %pHed S^S

Hereby (fay alfo our own authors) the city of Nonvicb which K.i\

Martin trobiiher now made It is fir ft ,.^,.« c n ^-

^^ W-S"-'S^.- ^.fif^f^A^^JoJ^tS^
and one pinnace of "nt^ nVen eredX ft

'"'"'^"^'^ '""' '='"^'''

bay, flncc called Hudion's,^ J^^ IttVo^K'ir ' nfT?"Mave names to Ouccn Fli/ilwl.'o ^- 1
" Y,"'-'"">-r ^ itiait. He alfo

illand, Pries foS &c t 1 W. .."il''!'''
''."1"=, ^.'^^•'^i'"

,
Gabnel'.

^.^:^:;«^:;cd^-i;f;:SSr?^^^
..on of u, »d 1 ^^:Tt:::^^:^^:z^-ri^^

Vol. II. *
"' ""''" '" '''" '"''' °" ""' "''= °^ "'^ M'Jitcrraucan fca.
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tity thereof could be had ; which flattering hopes produced a fecond
voyage ten years after, although no north-weft paflage was found.

Sir Thomas Greftiam, an eminent merchant of London, who in the
ftile of thofe times was called the queen's merchant, becaufe he had the
management of all her remittances, and her other money concerns with
foreign ftates, and with her armies beyond fea, ereded a building in
London (then efteemed a fine one) for the daily public refort of mer-
chants. The queen would not have that place called, as in other coun-
tries, the Bourfe, but gave it the name of the Royal exchange. Its fi-

gure is to be Ccen in fundry books, confifting, like the prefent one, of a
fquare piazza, with a building over it, much like that at Grefham col-
lege, which was Sir Thomas's own dwelling-houfe. When it was finifh-
ed, the queen came in perfon, and proclaimed its name with the heralds
at arms, trumpets founding, &c. It was burnt down in the great con-
riagration of the year 1666, and foon rebuilt in its prefent much greater
fplendour. There was before this time a place in Lombard-ftreet for
the meeting of merchants, but it was now by the increafe of commerce
found to be too fmall.

We have feen, under the year 1564 to 1566, the ill fuccefs of the
French m their attempts to fettle in Florida. Another attempt was now
made by Captain Gourgues, who arriving with three fhips in Florida,
took the Spanifh forts, and put all the Spaniards to the fword ; but not
having ftores fufficient fCJr remaining there, he re-embarked, promifing
the Indians to return the following year, and arrived in France in 1568.
It was conjedured that the admiral Coligny intended Florida as a laft

refuge for thofe of his own perfuafion, the proteftants of France, fore-
feein<5 that they would probably be overpowered by the catholics

; yet
no farther attempts were made by the French : And the fame country
was afterwards colonized by the Englifli, and divided into the province's
of North Carolhia, South Carolina, and Georgia.
We muft here obferve, that in all thole voyages to Florida, there

were many pUiufible accounts given of gold and filver mines, pearls and
pretious flones, which later dilboveries have proved to be entirely fabu-
lous. And this remark may be applied to almoft all our own firft Eng-
lifli attempts for fettlements in the iflands and continent of America.

1568—Some fhips of Bilcay being chafed by the French into Ply-
mouth, Falmouth, and Southampton, (^een Elizabeth detained the fum
ot 200,000 piftoles, found onboard them, upon a prefumption of its

belonging to Spaniards ; but foinc Gcnoefe laerchants, who intended
to form a bank in the Netherlands, proving it to be their property, flie

reftored it to them: neverthelefs, the duke of Alva thereupon fciz-
ed the cffc£\s of the Englifli merchants-adventurers at Antwerp, to
the value of about Lico.ooo Sterling ; and Elizabeth, by way of re-
prifal, feizcd the Netherland and Spanifli fliips and cffeds in England,
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iIh'^
''^^"^' f '^•''"i ^f°'°°° Sterling; for in thofe times the Nether,

fWl-n li -^T^r'
^''^ "^«re fhips and effeds in England than theLngkfli had m thofe countries, however different the cafe may be inmodern times. This obliged the Englifh merchants-adventuS to remove from Antwerp to Hamburgh, whence, by the ipJiuence of the'emperor, they were obliged to remove to Staden! where they remainedtill the year 1597. though much difturbed by the Hanfeatic i'Ine htcaufe Queen Elizabeth had put the merchaL of the SteeVaTI^^^^equal footing with her own fubjeds, in refped to the cuftom on c^oth&c exported. Wlien the Englilh merchants-adventurers firft fettledat Staden, it was fo unmercantile a town, that there were no o her merchants found there

;
but during the time that company remained th^re"Staden wonderfully increaled in wealth and buildings

'

ft.m r ? !^ °^
^'^""^n

'^^"^'"^^ing to diftrefs and perfecute his proteftant fubjeds. notwithftandin, the manifeft prejudice of fuch cond^dto the true intereft or himfelf and his kingdom, oy driving ™t "urnbers of his ujoft mduftrious fubjeds into foreign countries ^o^
which hardmip of his people 'of her own^p^rf^n^Qu: ^S'
.nd mrLT r^'^v"' ^""''^ ^'•^'l"^"^^^^ andearnefti; rrmonftra edand particularlym this year. Camden (in her hiftory) acquahits u '

thatfhe exhorted him not to mcenfe his good people 4e nroteftin^^ K
tJTmg arbitrary and dangerous experiments f but Ser^ to bewL;l o^fthofe bad mimfters, who. by driving out his bk fuL.d^rdid but weakenthe power of France to fuch a degree as to leave i^n LA

weaken

PeSr^;tt fhis'tr3"Sei'7'^
»<Ivont„re ,hro„gh Ruffia into

kinds, galls, carpets. Indian ipiccs, tunjuois IWe^Sc be u robhM 'r'
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yet there ftill remained a great number in Granada and Murcia, who
outwardly made profeffion of chriftianity to preferve their property.
The bigoted Romifh clergy had before this time frequently fct on foot
perfecutions agamft thofe miferable people, as particularly againft
thole of the Albaizin, a quarter in the city of Granada, where great
numbers of very rich Moorifh merchants inhabited, as did alfo fome
of their nobihty, and of the blood of their antient MooriOi kings, vec^
koned to amount to 10,000 men fit for war. In other towns alfo ot
Granada, particularly in the mountainous parrs, there were above
100,000 families of Moors, inoft of whom were Ihepherds and formers.
AH thele were the defcendants of thofe Moors, to whom Ferdinand and
Ifabella, on their conqueft of Granada, had promifed that tliey and their
pofterity fhould remain there with all fafety and liberty, to enjoy their
rehgion, fo long as they obferved the laws, and paid taxes as other fub-
je&s. But that had been long before broke through, after a flout re-
liftance by the Moors of Alpuxarra, who were at laft compelled to be-
come Chriftians or leave the country. Such as remained iu, Spain, and
conformed outwardly to the eftablifhed religion, were termed new
Chriftians by the Spaniards ; and they were compelled to fend their
children to fchools, wherein they were to be taught the Caftilian tongue
only. Tliey were, moreover, forbid to keep any Arabic books in their
houfes, ihe doors whereof were to be kept, open on Fridays,' Saturdays,
and Sundays, that any might enter and fee what they did. They were
now alfo to leave their Mooriih drefs, and to wear a Spanilh one ; to
leave oft the ufe of baths ; to allift at mals on all Sundays, feftivals,
&c. under levere penalties ; wherefor they lived in continual vexation-
It can therefor be little wondered at, that the Moors, whole religion,
language, garb, and manners, were now no longer to be tolerated, Ihould
rebel. In their firft fury, they murdered all the Spaniards they could
find in the country of Alpuxarra, elpecially the clergy. They eleded.
a king, and at firll had a confiderable force along the coaft as fir as
Gibraltar, and fortified Ibme ports among the mountains near the fliore,
in hopes of fuccours from their brethren of Barbary and Conftantin-'
ople. They were at length di firmed, when King Philip II promifed
that they fhould not be molefted, provided they would behave peace-
ably, and remove from their inacceffible cartles and precipices in the
mountains of Andalufia and Murcia, and fettle in level countries. In
fhort, Lis war is faid to have colt Spain 30,000 lives, and five millions
of crowns, bcfides the peri>etiial and rancorous hofWity of the pofl:erity
of thofe Moors, who preferring their confcience to their intereft, had
exiled themfelves from their native country, and fettled on the oppofite
coaft of Barbary.

On the fide of the Moors fo great a multitude of all ages and of both
fexes was deftroyed as is alnioft incredible ! How much wifer and happier.



^^A V- ^!'V''' ^f"^' '? ^^"^ g'-a^Jually gained them over by gentlenefsand kiiKinefs to dieir religion and mterefts. than by blood and violencewhich not only mcreafe thcr obftxnacy and abhorrence of their onpS
ors, but impovenfh and depopulate their country '

oppreu-

1569—The firft Englilh book on the Italian "art of keeping mer-chants' accounts or book-keeping by double entry, was pubuLrbv
he evidently underftood the principles of book-keeping as well as fomewho have written much later. In his preface hi rovZ « .• T
;

many ,„erchan.s .he„,fe.vea were foXftai "o?hr"„d rf

T.^,Zl.^^'f'''''"^
'!''^"^ ^"^'" ^^^^^e'^ '^^ cz=»r of Mufcovy and the'

trail-port their goods in c^noeuntLn ^^^'^
^^ /^°^" ''"'"' ^^^ '<>

land iufeven dfys t^TerXw • fn^ .1
'""^ ^o Vologda, thence over

in thirty days to^Aftrac.n I'ar^K '"'l^^^'^f
'^' great riv^r Volga

(cuies of Perfia), hoping at len'gth to dlt StW Sl^^^reafon of the war betwem rh^ "r,,..!,.. i ti '^""''v ^.v^ninaj. JBut by
the barbarians/ he Lo„Lt„"ve'^li'^^f '''= '°^^"''" "^
laudable e,>,erp'rire,&y°Camlie„ ''""""S^'' '™™ PTluing ,his

.ereKa„.,adve.;.rr:;' ^t^::^:^-::::-,:^^^
t.

Jufjaja^t. " ^ " ^t»'y
. •"d tl.n.cc .t has goL the name of /ta/ian

t If I am right in my opinion (which fecms fup
''°?'':'j"P'"K- ,/»^-

pomdbygoodauti.ority).that'book.kcc;hg^^^^^^
hoJie^^or lu '^^'^'^ ''"" '^" "" E''^'^ "'^"

dc,uble entry was known to the Roman,; it may Hve .nile, n
"^, "'f-'f '"' ''"^ " ^^^^^ °f '""J

!k prefumcd that foa.e kuowlege of it ^a, k^ mlbj ron T '
"'"' "^""""^ "^"" ''' ^^'^
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former in the exportation of wool (not as yet legally prohibited), and
the latter of cloth, both to the great advantage of the revenue. This
made the Hanfeatics labour to render thofe companies obnoxious to
other nations by various calumnies

; yet, in fpite of their malice, an
univerfal fpirit of adventuring in foreign parts for difcovery and traffic,
as well as for improving manufadures at home, dayly increafed in Eng-
land, whereby they foon became an overmatch in naval ftrength, com-
merce, and riches, for the declining Hanfeatics ; whofe threatenings
therefor the queen difregarded ; and Werdenhagen, their hiftorian, a
few years after this acknowJeges, that the Englifh in all thofe refpefls,
as alfo in the bravery of their commanders and failors, excelled the
Hanfe towns ; and Hamburgh, though a potent Hanfe town, which had
formerly rejeded the Englifh merchants, now began to court their re-
fidence ; in confequence of which they removed from Emden to Ham-
burgh, whence they foon extended their commerce into Saxony, Pruflia,
and Ruflia, which gave great umbrage to the Danes.

1570.—The ifland of Scio, or Chio, being taken by the Turks from
the Genoefe, the Englifh trade to that ifland was interrupted for fomc
time. This year the Turks alfo conquered the ifland of Cyprus, which
the Venetians had pofl'efled almoft a century, which was a further inter-
ruption of the commerce of all the Chriftian fliates with the eaftern
coafls of the Mediterranean. <

The prince of Orange having withdrawn into Germany to raife an
army againft the duke of Alva, fome fliips commiflloned by him, after
preying on all Spanifli fhips near the Netherlands, landed on the ifle of
Voorn, afiaulted and carried the town of Briel, pulled down the popifli
iinages in the churches, and making open profelfion of the proteftant reli-
gion, protefled againfl the taxes and the tyranny of the Spanifli govern-
ment. Whereupon they were forthwith feconded by the revolt of moll
of the inhabitants of Holland, Zealand, and Weft-Frifeland, who ex-
pelled the Spanifli garrifons, and renouncing their fidelity to King Phi-
lip II, fwore allegiance to William prince of Orange as their fludtholder.
It is needlefs to trouble the reader with a detail of what may be found
in all the hiftories of Europe, viz. the return of the prince of Orange
with a frefli army from Germany, whereby he effedually fupported the
revohers, and became the mala inftrument of eflablifhing the republic
of the i'even united provinces.

Sir Robert Cotton, in a trad on the manner and means how the kings
of England have from time to time fupported and repaired their eitates
(printed in a book, iiititled CottomFiJlbima, 1651, 8vo), relates, ' that in
this I 2th year of Qiicen Elizabeth, the yearly profit of the kingdom *

* TIjf pnjit of tie ViKgdM comprchemlcd t'.ic on tlic people in times of peace : and this annual
quetn'i, aiinnal iiicoriic from her ni.iiiurs and lanUi, profit was pietty nearly the fame one year with
I'xx ciiiioms, ef^-!ieut.3, &c. for fhe raiL'd no taxes another.
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(befide the wards and duchy of Lancafter), was Li 88.1 07 .-4 and the
yearly payments and affignments amounted to Li 10,612 : i 7, of which
the houfehold was L40.000. the privy purfe L2000, the admiralty
L50,ooo which by an cftimate in May 1604. was L4o,coo. and is now
^ ,^Ki^^

^° ''^^'. ^^50,000 yearly, by the error and abufe of offi-
cers

!
What a prodigious incrcafe two centuries have produced in tlie

national revenue and expenditure !

"* «."c

The firft of thofe fowls, called by the Englifli turkeys, and by theFrench poules d Indes, were faid to have been brought from Mexicoand were this year ferved up as a great rarity at the nuptial feaft ofKing Charles IX of I ranee. Pofllbly our firft traders to Turkey feeinethofe fowls at Aleppo. &c. might occafion our calling them turkey fowls1571—An ad of parliament for the increafe of tillage and thpmaintenance and increafe of the navy and mariners of the realm di!reds that corn of all kinds may be exported, when the prices a homeare fo low as that no proclamation to the contrary (hall be iflhed • veteven in this cafe the queen referves the cuftoms due thereon, [i o E^l'
c. 13.] This is the third law made purpofely for the benefi of thefarmers by exportation of corn.

'^ ^ J c icuc or tne

,

The ads pafled in the reign of Henry VI for the improvement of thenver Lea had hitherto been of little effed : wherefor an ad was paired [il
. u u^' ^''y^'^'S a new cut or trench to be made within en vears

wher'ehv
:?'

^^ '^' '''^ "^y°^' commonalty, and citizens of London'whereby that nver was to be made to convey all viduals. corn and

Sv ^v^ 'TJ ^7"'" ^^T ^^ Hertfordfhire and London ;wheeoy a very confiderable exnenfe of land-carriage has been fa^ed andWare has become a confiderable town. ' ^
The cappers, or knit-cap-makers of England, obferving the great increafe of hats made of felt, had before-this tim; obtainedVn ad of nar"lament for preventn.g foreign materials from being worked up into ha'sbu that not anfw^ring fully, they now obtained a fecond law [13 £fe'c. 19] piirporting. that every peifon above feven years of agefhmS

S'? T'^Tf^ ^""^''^'y' '^ '^^P «f ^°"'' knit. made, thicked anddreHed in England, and drefled only and finifted by fom; of the tradeof cappers, on the forfeiture of 3/4 for every dw fo neplpdln . 1worn
:
Excepting, however (out of this ad) maiis ladief td .enrl/

are long ago drncn out, and are now only to be feen ikW nf Xpooreftand remoteft parts of the kingdom. ^ '^'^
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Tins year the ftreets to Whitechapel-bars and its neighbourhood, in
the eaftern fuburbs of London, were by law direded to be paved : and
alio all the ftreets of the town of Ipfwich. [13 £//». cc. 23 34.]We have feen the blind zeal of the parUament in the reign of Ed-
ward VI agamft ufury, or intereft for money. By the vaft quantities
of bullion now conftantly brought from America, and the increafe of
Ihippmg, commerce, and manufadures, while very little (if any) of our
iilver was as yet carried to India, there were now confiderable fums of
money ready to be lent out by fuch as were not immediately engagedm commerce, nor had laid out their money upon lands. Moreover
money began now to be confidered to be as much a commodity as other
thmgs, and that it was reafonable its pofleflbrs (hould improve it as
niuch as thofe did who poflelTed lands, houfes, or merchandize. An ad

Pf/fment was therefor pafTed (reviving that of the 37th of Hen-
ry VIII f. 9) for eftabhflimg the rate of intereft at ro per cent per an-

^""Vxrf 1^^ preamble fets forth, ' that the prohibiting ad of King Ed-
vyard VI had not done fo much good as was hoped for ; but that rather
the vice of ufury, and fpecially by fale of wares and Hiifts of intereft
hath much more exceedingly abounded, to the utter undoing of many
gentlemen, merchants, occupiers, and others, and to the importable
hurt of the commonwealth

; as well, for that in the faid late ad there
is no provifion againft fuch corrupt fliifts and fales of wares, as alfo for
that there is no difference of punifliment upon the greater or lefter ex-
adions and oppreflions by reafon of loans upon ufury. It was there-
tor now enacted, that the law of the 37th of King Henry VIII be re-
vived

;
and that all bonds, contrads, and affurances, collateral or other,

to be made for payment of any principal monev to be lent, or cove-
nant to be performed, upon or i?.x any ufury, in lending or doing of
any thing againft the faid acl now revived, upon or bv which loan or
doing there fliall be referved or taken above the rate of Lio for the
hundred for one year, ftiall be utterly void.' [1 3 Eliz. c. 8.]
Neverthdefs,when after reading this claufe, h plainly licencing ufury

(that IS to fay intereft of money, for the word had ftill no other import
than intereft has m modern times), at 10 per cent, we come to read the
next paragraph, it docs not convey the moft advantageous idea of thofe
proteftant (and one would think more enlightened) lawgivers, thus to
juggle vv'ith mankind ; viz.

' And forafnmcli as all ufury (being forbidden by the law of God) is
• fin, and dcteftable

; be it enaded, that all ufury, loan, and forbearing
^'
of nioiiey, or giving d:iys for forbearing of money, by way of loan,

I

cheviiance, ftjifcs, file of wares, contrad, or other doings whatfoever
for gu:u

; whereupon is referved or taken, or covenanted to be referv-
ed, p:iid, or given to the lender, contractor, fiiifter, forbearer, or de-

' li verer, above the fum of Lio fbr the loan or forbearing of Lioo for
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^
one year, fo much as (hall be referved by way of ufury above the nrin-opal, for any money fo to be lent or forborn. (hall be forfeited" &cThus, although the leg.dature knew that everyone, who had occa^ongave mtere(t for money, yet the old prepofleflioL againlt the lawSneftof ufury or mtereft were then ftiU fo ftrong and univerfal that fnmiwhat was thought neceflary to be faid againft the ve^tSg theyTowfound themfelvesneceffitated to re-eftablilh for the welforeTf the /ado?

Mr. Anthony Jenkinfon, who had before made three voyages to Ruf

SuLrTohTB^T"'"'
ambain^dor from Queen Elizabeth t'oT grand-duke John Baz.Iowitz

; but at his arrival he found, that prince had fuf

F»ce witl, KtiKland wh^rlv !ll f
'^ themlelves, made a treaty of

l.o„ring',„.ii4. on the S win "o In t r"f '"l^''

'^^ "''«"-

c.t, of J.ubeck l,ad concluded an" ecu i, , ?, '' v'tl^ ^7"' ""^

Sweden, after a war of eight ycar"'^,"e of I, , , I

'
-'"''2 """^ "f

ti.e Lubeckers might freely irtlewih ^'m' '''"=°*^™^^

hands, of iuulia ; vet no^ ri, S eH ,

'""";'»". •^r'""-'' ''"" "> the

powerful, o„ n.^te^t "f ^i/tr I'f, 'RlllSr-.th';!; 'i^,!I:TS'^' T"

' vernmem : but th4 ni-1.,., ,. ,• p .

^" *'^"^ "^^^'"^ Ro-

Vol. II
"^ ^'"''^'y dcchnrng m power and influence.

U
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According to Meteranus [L. iii], Queen Eliatbeth, in order to quiet
tlie uneafinefi of her fubjcas for the ieizure of their eflfeas in the Ne-
therlands in the year 1568, concluded a treaty of commerce -with King
Charles IX of France at BJois, wherein the EngUfh obtained ample pri-
vileges for the vent of their merchandize. But this auikor adds, that
the horrid mafficre of the French proteftants at Paris, &c. peri>etrated
on St. Bartholomew's day this year, rendered the treaty ineffedual, by
the terror it ftruck into the Englifh merchants. The admiral Coligny,
and the reft of the proteftants, were decoyed to Paris, on pretence of
the nuptials of the king of Navarre, and were moft inhumanly butcher-
ed. The French papifts gloried fo greatly therein that medals were
ftruck in its commemoration.
By that treaty [article xxiv] the Englifti were to be allowed a maga-

zine or ftorehoufe in France, for depofiting their cloth, wool, 8cc. as
they were wont to have at Antwerp, Bergen-op-zoom, and Bruges ; and
nlfo [artick xxv] a place for aflembling themfelves, in order to chufe
theii governors and other officers, &c. [CoUeaion oftreaties, V. ii, ed. 1 732.]
The queen being at his time on bad terms both with Spain .^nd the

emperor (the later par.ly on account of the Hanfe towns), thofe two
articles feem to have been intended to induce them to be more favour-
able to the Enghfti commerce; for in the i6th article the French king
ftipulates, that in cafe any prince fliall hereaftei- moleft the Englifli in
their trade and merchandize in the Netherlands, or in Germany, or
Pruflia, he fhall interpofe for their relief; and by the 17th article, he
(hall, in cafe of refulal and delay, arreft the perfons and goods of the
merchants of luch prince being in his territories, till the Englifh and
Irifli lb arrefted be reftored. And in article 20, the queen obliges her-
lelf to perform the like fervices for the fubjeds of the French king in
fmiilar cafes. Yet fome think that neither of thofe monarchs were fin-

cere in this treaty, Charles's aim being to hoodwink Elizabeth, whilft
he was pcrpetratin<; that horrid maflacre ; and Elizabeth's, by this treaty,
to bring Spain and the emperor to tradability.

From Hakluyt's fecond volume we learn, that in this year there refid-

ed at Conftantinople conliils from the French, Venetians, Genoefe, and
Florentines, but none from England ; the trade in the Levant having,
it ieems, been quite difcontinued from the year i^^53 to the year 1575.
The fame indefatigable author has publiflied an Englilhman's letter

to him from Nevv Spain, fignifying, that feven years before this time
the Spaniards firft found out the paifage from Acapuico to the Philippine
illes ; that the city of Mexico contained 50,000 families, 6000 of which
were Spaniards; that the city of Tlalcallu contained i6,coo families,

near which place all the cochineal grows ; that the befl filvcr mines
were north of the city of Mexico ; and that the refining of filver with
quickfilver was then but a laie difcovery, it having before been done
with lead.
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An aa of parliament [14 FMz. c. 5] intitled, How vagabonds n,all bepumped and the poor relkvcd. dxredted. that afTeffinents ^ou d b^made of the Pan/hioners of every parifh. for the reUef of the poor ofthe fame panfh. And this wa, the firft legal and effedual SZ^lafleUment foi* the poor in England.

parocmai

1573.—There fecras to have been much injury done by the Portu^guele. as we 1 on land a, on the feas. to the Englilh abou^t t 's thneFor Queen Elizabeth tlTued a commidion to her high-adm ra lundrylords and gentlemen, and two merchants, to inquire into theWwherem flxe obferves. that the Ihips. merc'handize^. and money o?Ter'merchants were fetzed and the debts due to them detaLd in the dommions of the kmg of Portugal, and on the feas by his fl;ets underh^ authority, contrary to the ftrid friendfliip that had fo lor!^ bbHftedbetween the two crowns. Therefor, the queen impowers he? comm^ffioners to mquire into the complaint- of her f..hi^^>TTr,^/ T
account of all the Portuguefe p4erty in hefdltts th^^^^^^^^iation may be made to the fufferers. [Focdera V xv b -2 1

^""^'^^

thaM /r'' ^^""'•k^'^u^'?
"^""^^'^ ^^ ^^^'^'^d. obferve'sfunder this yearthat the money which the queen had fent to Ireland from he accef'

I fhip of 100 guns.

9 from 88 to 60.

49 from 58 to 40.

Total, 59 fl»P of the line of battle, as they might be reckoned i:: thofc

58 from 38 to 20.
29 from 18 to 6.

Total, 1 46 (hips.

Ua
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many of them of 500 tors each ; and in the beginning of the reign of
King James, it was computed there were 400, but thefe not of fo great;
burden. The (hips of war belonging to the crown in the time of Queen
Ehzabeth were only 13, to which ir were added by King James I.
And all, or moft of the 146 fhips, called Qvieen Elizabeth's naval power,
confided of merchant fhips, occafionally hired by her, excepting her
own 13: And it is highly probable, that the ten largeft {hips in the
above lift were part of the faid 13.

In an eflay written by Sir Robert Cotton in 1609, [Pofhuma, p. 196J
he obferves, ' that in the year 157^, there was brought in an unmea-
* furable ufe of luxurious commodities in England, as wines, fpices,

filk, and fine linen ; for of the later fort, of above ten groats the ell,
' there is above L36o,ooo yearly fpent, which is half the value of our
* woollen cloths exported, and maketh the ftate to buy more than they
* do fell ; whereas a good father of a family oucrht to be a feller, not vt

buyer.' Camden, in his hiftory of Queen FJiziiheth, under the year

J 574. ^'ys, the people (he muft mean only the rich) wort; filks glitter-
ing with gold and filver, either embroidered or lactd, which the queenm vain endeavoured, by her proclamation, to reftrain, and to oblige
people to conform to a prefcribed rule. Feafting was much in faftiion
•It this time

; great improvements were alfo made in bvvildings ; and
noblemen's and gentlemen's country feats were re-edified, in greater
beauty and largenefs than had ever before been known ; and certainly,
(lavs he) to the great ornament of the kingdom, though to the decay
of hofpitality. All which, however, when rightly confidered, was na
other than the natural effedls of increafing riches and commerce.
The proteftants in France (fays Burchet in his Naval biftory) were

become fo powerful in {hipping, that in the year 1573, they commit-
ted fpoil, without diflindion, on all they met, and plundered feveral
EngliHi iliips ; whereupon Qiieen Ehzabeth fent out Holftock, comp-
troller of her navy, with a fquadron, who retook feveral Engli{h {hips,
Icized on fome of thofe cruifers, and difperfed the reft.

1574—Bondage was not as yet quite worn out in England, as we find
hyQvKcn Elizabeth's commilfion to her lord treafurer Burghley and Sir
Walter Mildmay chancellor of her exchequer, for inquiring into the
lands, tenements, and other goods, of all her bondmen and bondwomen
in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Some«-fet, and Gloucefter, viz. fuch
as were by bifth in a flavifli condition, by being born in any of her
manors

; and to compound with fuch bondmen or bondwomen in
thofe counties for their manumilfion, and enjoying their lands, tene-
ments, and goods, as freemen. By this commiffion, probably, confi-
derable fums ofmoney were raifed for the queen's ule, the commonalty
continually growing richer by the gradual increafe of the nation's com-
merce. [Fcedera, V. xv, p. 731.]
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V
^575--We have before obferved, under the yean ^48, that theEmperor Charles V for pohtical ends, had allowed a large rate of n!rereft on the great fums he had borrowed of the republic of Genoawhich was alfo for fome time continued by his fon King Philip II andthofe loans farther increafed on the fecurity of ihe revenues nfw

and Spanish America
;
and although upon t'he redudLTo The infe'refton thoie debts Phihp had given affurances to the Genoefe that he re-duced mtereft fliould afterward be pundually paid, yet we find at afeveral times after, and particularly in the year i S7 c, he aea n llonn.Hthe payment of their intereft, at aTime when diviSi's ranSh at^Senoa between the old and the new nobility. He alfo orde edT r vTftiof his accounts with the Genoefe for fifteen vear^ lwrt«.o.^ V I

greatly alarmed .hem, as (according to S 'h tenan De kr.llvt[£. XI.,] they had taken ftich advantage of that prince's n^r^m,:„''to make eleven, twelve, and fometim« eighteen'per "nrWrrft'
''

the,r loam, whereby the antien, nobles aloleM draw^ ,nm° Iv Ljl
coroVsnT,r ff=T

'""''™^ °f 8°'^- And tir v ' ;/x
rthotdEd^tetSe'r P™"-^"-^''"'-" «d.aio„ of tnteteft

In the firft volume of Hakluyt's voyaees rLondon t -n« ^ a

the cons of other reilm« aii^, , Vu ? ^"^ "^ l^ngland, or

..gland, aU f^^^ TrlrUtdelA rftl^n'^^i^^. 'T^V:

w,trao"nr'[:ri&"jf,?'''^''""-"'=«^" ''"^^'^ "> ^^ paved

noMitrf Ge'n™^"fter;f;e',7m '1 T ^'T'^l'''
<"'' -"> "- ""

oftherepubHctaogreatrn.T 7,
'

'"'T'''
""= ^ery exiflence

andnewLbiHty ftoud breT'afi^.T T" y,"^"""'' ""' ""= °M
ly abol,n,ing thc^forme dTftinfl „n „V^M T''

''"' °'"= ''"''>'' »""-

or merchandtfe, w.tl^a'n;trp:ral";;-'^^^^^ l^l^T,^
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ed, however, that they fliould not keep an open or retail {hop. [De
Mailfy, L. xii.]

Hakluyt acquaints us, that, ahhough the Ruflja company had an ex-
clufive charter, which, as we have feen, was confirmed by adl of par-
liament, yet Alderman Bond (formerly mentioned) had difpiites with
that company, becaufe of his trading without thi^ir leavt to Narva in
Livonia, and aUb to Kola, Kegor, &c. iu Ruffian Lapland ; but Narva
was then under the Swedes.

At this time, and fome years before, the Ruffia company had been
at confiderable expenfe in fending out ftiips for difcovering a fuppofed
paflage through Waygatz ftrait north-eaftward to China and the Eaft-
Indies. But they were abfoluteiy obftrudled by the ice as well as by
the intenfe cold.

1577-—The Englifh genius was not to be difcouraged by former unh
fuccefsful attempts for finding a palfage to China and Kaft-lndia without
interfering with the Portuguefe by the Cape of Good Hope, nor with
Spain by the ftraits of Magellan ; and as they had already attempted in
vain a north-eaft paflage, there feemed now only the north-weft paflage
to be explored, which we have feen had been already attempted by
Frobiflier. The Portuguefe and Spanifli chart-makers and rofmogra-
phers were, it feems, exprefsly enjoined by their fovereigns, not to give
any kind of light to other nations in this refped ; becaufe they were
julily apprehenfive that if there were any fuch paflage, it would prove
a much fliorter courfe to India and Chuia than theirs, either by the
fouth-eaft or fouth-weft paflage. To encourage the Englifti to this at-
tempt, fundry treatifes were publiflied by Sir Humphry Gilbert, Rich-
ard Willes, &c. moftly founded upon romantic reports, without any
folid probability. Yet upon fuch grounds, and the encouragement of
friends. Captain Frobiflier now made his fecond attempt with one of
the queen's own fliips, two barks, and 140 perlbns, fome ofwhom were
gentlemen. He again entered the ftraits he had named after himfelf
in his former attempt, where he found ftore of the glittering ftones and
land he had feen in his laft voyage, with which he now loaded his vef-
fels. And, as it is needlefs to relate his adventures with the favages, fo
often already printed, he returned home the fame year with his ima-
ginary treafure, which afterwards, upon a more folid trial, proved good
tor nothing.

Qiieen Elizabeth ifllied a commiflion for the reftitution of fliips and
merchandize taken from the Portuguefe ; which reflitution was thereby
declared to be in confequence of a treaty with the king of Portugal.

The fame comiuillioners were empowered to treat with thofe of France
concerning depredations at fea, and other injuries on both fides. [F'ce-

doa^ K XV, pp. 769, 770.]

iiiiii

': ai» »lftK>
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ro£T"f5r^" T""
^^^° ^PPoiwed to inquire into the complaints of

Fn.M^ .iVV"'''^^''''''
whofe dipping had been plundrred^bTfomeEnglifh veffels, and to make fatisfadion at the exnenfe nf h^Jff a

[Fcedera, V. xv, p. 779.]
^ expenle of .he offenders.

Queen Elizabeth fent Mr EdmnnH Ho«<,t, „ i

ine mgenxous author of the Drefi^nt q^^^„ ^f u "t j x.

forL\'r^7yIg:fe'?^et':ltrni:fr^^^-°'^ Y°"^'^^ ^-- -
the count.L\bout FrSer's Ers^^''^ ^T^ ^^-^^'l^

^^^^ "^'^^'^

north-weft pafFase to cVthli r/ rl^' ^^ '
'''"^ '^'^ ^^°P" °^ '-^

point comm'ifnofe^^o
1 r^;nd?":??o TTa''^^^'

^"^'" ^° ^P"
proofof that ore and alfo nLnf. ^'^ "'^^'"S '^ %pofed
of a paflhge. Fr^b'fiL W.S ^^; "? ''"'""

^f"""^^ ^°^ ^^^^ probability

third time ^ithfif 1^0, inVr^^^^^ '^ 'K^^""' '57^, fent out a
were to br ng honTe 7nd Tkave ,Tn '"V"'''

^^''-^^^ ""''' ^'^ich they
nita. withth'reeflupstoatteidlLn ^Th^;'

'°
^I?^"'^'.^

Meta-incogl

Frobifter's ftraus. loft one of their «;-... r^ 'T'"^ "' ''^" ""^^"^^^^ ^^
turned home, wi hou kW .'v f ^r'

^'';"' '\''' P^^^i^^ns, and re-

settle in the cocmtry o mS2 an ul^f ,1 T
'^''^ ^'^ ^"^^"'^^^) ^«

as going into ti,e ftn its Thev hnw.v ^^f^V' °'' ^^^" ^« "^"^'^

tons of the fuppoled e;iufe LdX ""'uf
'^'''' ^'P^ ^^"^^ 300

returned home one by onr'Thet fun oT, Y^"^ l^
''' '''"^ «°™^

th.s and former voyages wis a lenPf i''"^V"'''>''°"S^'^ ^^^^^ i"

only a guttering fund '
^'^' ^"""^ ^^ ^^^* ^^ "° ^'^l"e, being

Portugal, ,50 from IW ^ .n^ -T '°.° 'VP^^'^"^ ^P^*'"' ^^° ^"^""^

;-ithcbeffih,ps. and£e( r^^/^;:Y^t=;f ^ ''^/'" ^"^''^
bays the pmtedors of others- for vvhir . i .

"^ ''^^' ^"'"S m the
old. a cuftom to make t em fonu. ^ ^ ' f '*^'"' ''*"^^ '^'^^ ^een of
ft'ch as a boat-load of ( h ^^^ d ^^ 1 ''^T'^'-^^''''-'

""^ '^'''^''^^'

violent intruders, who ofWn <W 2. T ^''^^'^ P""^'^^^' and other

Hei;.ys^theiift,a7ofthfF" W '^^^^^^^

f^"^ ']
^?"°^ l^^^^bour, &c.

^^--"chnumbeLfihips-;^^l,S;::l7l^^



f^S? #^ w^
fe^;=«^';^ jl^EugUOxthfibeftihips there ; th*t there were thf^OAli«
^0,01- 3P ihips froip Bifcay, tatiU whales fbr train oil*. His,friend,, in^
^^^^^^^J^omNewfoumlhnd, is earneft for the EngUfh to fettle at the

^^I'^ff.^^^
Breton, for the benefit of the filhery, and in another ifle

at the piputh, pf the, great river St. Lawrence. Hakluyt was in thofe
tiipes n moa indefatigable inquirer after new trades and difcoveries,
?nd was undoubtedly of great ufe to our adventurers,, by giving them
much light into the nature and means of difcoveries, and feems to have
been a public blelTing to Engla^id in thofe days.

,
queen Elizabeth's firfl: public treaty with the ftates-general of the

United Netherlands, aftet their revolt; from Spain, was dated at Bruf-
W' 7t^vM"ary 1578. It is intitled^ an offenfive and defenfive treaty
Of peace- with the Belgic ftates, therein ftyled the ' prelates, nob'es, de-
* putjes of citie§, members of E^rabant, Guelderland, Flanders, Artois^
• Hainault. Valenciennes, Lifle. Dpwai, Orchies, Holland, Zeeland,
' Namur, Tournay, Utrecht, Mechlin, Friefland, Overyfel, and Crq-
^hingen.'

,

; .

'

,

' , .

''

^s this treaty was chiefly for the mutual fupport of each other agaiiiiA
the exorbitant power of Spain, itiis needlefs to be vecy particular in all
Its articles. ,"'-...
*The firfl article confirms all the treaties made between Engl^ijd^

and^the houie of Burgundy, unlefs otherw^ife to be ftipulat'^d.^ l}.

No tranfadion of importance, relating to. peace or war in 'the Ke-.
therknds, fiiall be concluded without the queen's participation, wholV
minirters ftuiU be prefent at all Inch deliberations. /

..M/J.^n-

^

Mutual general afliftance to each other with equal military forces.
All cpnirciverfies among the Hates fliall be referred to her arbi-

tration,
•--'•'i^q ^ Hi

IfthequccnAall find herfdf obliged to fit out a fleet for guard oF
tire feds, tlie Hates, at her inftance, fliall join it with forty ftiips of
theirs, with luilurs, foldiers, and ammunition, to be under the queen's
command, and at her expenfe ; none of which fliips to be of lei's bur-^
den than forty tons.

.;
Rebels or Aig;tives from England to get no protedion from th&

'v The ftat<!s to make n6 treaty nor Alliance with any prince or ftat^
\?Tiatever without her confent.

The prefent and future governors in the Netherlands ftwll ratify
and confirm all the articles of this treaty, in the name and by the au-
thority of the catholic king,

jVhcncvcr a treaty of peace ihall \x: concluded between the iliid
*(.' ,m; . .

•"•» I'ltcrf I's r.o miTtioii of whaic fiiiK C-r wlia'c whence I't appt-ais not to have been .ipi-lici! ti'
Vnc) now m fo much rtqiicft for wonic. • I'lavB; that ufe in ihofc days.

"^
'



fetes and the catholic king, the dates (hall obliee the faiH Kncr ^q« •

to confirm and make perpetual all fuch of thefid artS^^^s aTfhfaSfllall then ludge expedient and convenient. ^ '^

Signed by Francis Walsingham.
Thomas Wtlson.

Seared with the queen's feal. and with the^fe^rTf^^^f^u''^"'^
Brabant, in the nLe of .n.,/,::^.;::,,^ If^^rtP:^

yarfc"hlnt^'?u^^^^^ or Stee.

munities, till her own ^bjec^ShadTrii; ^
'^''' ^'^-

and dipping. The Hanfeatic. arInLtk i^^ Z*''^
'"^ ^""^^'S^ ^''ade

her^fir^neff, appli:d"t:trEm" ^^^^^^^^^ ^ - ^-^e
urging the ncceflity of compelling her to reXte rh^L • I

Weign,

-w.hef.ne;;s!;tii^

loudeJVn^trrr:^^^^^^^^ -^
V'^

Hanfeatics growmg-

prohibirionofthe7S^ereZt^^^^^^ '^'J
^' ^'""^'^ ^"'"^^ I

whereupon the queen rblHwTi ^.^''^'^de any longer at Hamburgh,
tient im'munities^ aS oCattinf̂ rtr^V""^ ^" '''''' '^-

leges that other foreigner en nv^H^ q ^- ^^"^^ commercial privi-

reigners, and pardS the^ nfe orTeef'';,
A- prohibited ail fc

from exporting Englin)4olThi^°'vf'^''^^ merchants by name,
to the iilduftriLs prot rn7NeThtrders"hrer'V" '"* '^ '^"^"S
Spanifh governors.\nd fettled in Snd who L /Tu^"^ ^^ ^^«
forbid the exportation of wool unmanufadu^ ^"^"? ^°

blow to the Hanfeatics; and thereunT in T ^'
.,

'*' ""^^ ^ ^""^^

their general aiTembly .[ Lunenrurgraid a du^v r;;""
''''' ^^79.

goods nnported into their territories hv F., S ^t P^t cent on all

them
; whereupon Queen EuXt ilid^. rt^ i^""'";-

""^ '"'^P^^^d by
all merchandize imported o ex^^^^^^^^

°^ 7i per cent on
chants. Thus m^uLrs becamfrfe a^ni^m^r^rbrSt ^en

tf:: rur •'>:::!' '?!^-''--f E'-''^S'^
refugees came a.non^ them in ',he year 68cwithout a mixture of linglilh w«ol ; and th^t! L'

Vol. ir.

«h.:r ma„uta<\ur« ui u flouriihing conuiti««.
^

Jim*
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Englkftdan'd the German Hanfe towns, the rndgnaniraous cfueen' be-
ing firmly determined never to yield to their unreafonable demands, f

According to Hakluyt, the Englifti Ruflia company this year com-
plained of the Hollanders for trading to Kola, a port in Rufliim Lap-
land, where it feems there was fo great a trade for fifh-oil and falmon,
that the company's fhips fometimes brought home 10,000 of thofe fi(h.

1579-—Though, as we have fecn under the year 1561, the citizens

of Hamburgh had fmarted for their pretenfion to a fovereignty on the
river Elbe, yet they ftill kept up the fame romantic claim. This pro-
voked Frederic 11 king of Denmark to forbid them all his ports, as he
had formerly done ; which prohibition was found to be fo prejudicial

to their interefts, that in order to be relieved from it they were obliged
to pay that prince 400,000 livres in five years time.

The prince of Orange, confidering the emulation among the great
men, and the difference of religion in the feveral provinces, vhich
could hardly ever be reconciled, and being defirous to fecure himfelf,

and to eftablilh, as far as poflible, the protcftant religion, i" icured the
ftates of Guelderland, Holland, Zealand, Frifeland, and Utrecht, to meet
at Utrecht in this year ; when they mutually and folemnly ftipulated to

defend one another, as one joint body, and with united confent to ad-
vife of peace, war, taxer, &c. and alfo to fupport liberty of confcience.

Overyfleland Groningen were foon after admitted into the confederacy,
and completed the number of the Seven UNriED provinces, which
compofed the moft potent republic the world had feen fince that of old
Rome, and of the greatefl commerce and maritime power that (as a re-

public) ever was on earth : For that fo fmall a ftate Ihould, betwixt this

year 1579 and the year 1609, not only preferve its independence againft

the mightiefl potentate in Europe, but likewife get footing in Flanders,

by maflering the ftrong and important port and town of Sluyce, with
Hulfl, &c. ruin the trade of the moft famous city of Antwerp, conquer
the flrong forts of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, and fundry other places on
the IMeufe and Rhine, &c. alfo attack and annoy fo great a monarch
in his own ports at home, and maugre all the vart expenfc of fuch

great exploits, ^row rich and opulent, as well as notent, v/ill perhaps
IcarCcly obtain credit in another century: but with us it ferves only to

ihew the immenle ciTects of an univcrl'ally extended commerce, and in-

(lefatiaahle induftvy, joined to unparalleled parlimony and economy !

.Soon after ibis famous period, the induftrious and parfimonious traders

;of thofe united provinces pufl-ied into a confiderable fliare of that coni-

'it)ei*^e to feverhl parts of Europe which till then England had folely en-

joyed. Tut the gre.it and happy accellion of the fugitive Walloons to

England about the fame time, v/hereby the old Knglifli dripcry was fo

much ip'iprovcd, and fnndry new and profitable mamif.idurcs intro-

duced, did more tlian counterbalance the lofs of fome ptu't of thej-i^g-
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lifli comnaerce to the Dutch. Neverthelefs th*» imr«««n, r r ,

fiftery of .hof. Ne,he,l.„d pmvinc« thh^U't ^iIT 'hif„S:luppl-d the moft part of the world i« almnft ;,>^.!.Viti , ™®
only be defcribed b^fo g.,, . .^^t ast W Ue" R 1%^ ThS

the origimi outfet. In brief. the'^HZnderslor LXh.lT7 '™"
every corner of the univerfe for i^ew me.,„f „f^

^'™"''"
vending thei,- vaffly improveLtufadh.re" Thereby AmZd ""V"'

re&ll^^r,t";;:s^:il\^fT:^c'tr'.:^^^^^^^^
and England, ,0 feek belter in the feveSn p^Tnct o^7e N^^h"'l=nds where the antient liberties of the countiTr and M,,

.,N«her-

the c,t,es. which had remained inviolate under a ton^fu.^/?-
""? '^'' "^

gave proteclion to thole oppreifed nnnr^rs wttll ^ I """^P'™"'
)>eople and trade. JJut mw when ^f2' ^'' *'" "™^ ""h
and began to defend thLfTver'S,tecSr un7;'thr "r^,™""".
pnnce of Orange and the countenanHf En± d .nrp"!'''^

'\«

"^:;^::s-s-™rs-:^^iSe|^l?munon, retired into tlic fhont? cities of thirn ^ P^"'^' ^°"^e ..e date to the .o^r^^^^-^^H^T:^ ^t

t.n.esand.fterwa,.ds. ^^i:lo^^i;:^,^t^:' '"^ ''^'^

ail forts of qu.ct and . c ie ne n^r;;.?^" T'''^^""
^"^ ^"'^^^r^tion to

dcnce. and'^ftreng.h I "ch '^ n ;;rthc'^arCf7 w.ahh confi-

country, improved by ihcir many i'u ces f '.r fl

"^^'' "^ ''^^'''

tiering It iuacceiiibJc "to land -^Is lu i ""''f''''''^
''' ^»^<1 ren-

vcrnnu-nt
; the f.curxiy and cZcni'en c ^7 T^^'''^''^'^

«^' their go-
bank of Amfterdani

^oi^vcnitncc tor all mms property in the

cicty. weftiaUtakenotiGcof'nXfltl"
the peace and wcltUre of fo-

ioi ilu. pumUur.ent o/ aVaL;^! n d rturd
^^ ^'"^ J^"^<-- ^^ "^ Scotland

other Ix^ggars to their own p^^^^ 1^^^^^^^ ^'j'^^^'-'^' ^'"^ ^or confintug all

taxts of parifhes to a AVe- kly Lmri m ri .nV
'' -*" ^*."-.t-''^"^« all the inhabi-

.ars, anJ to give pailes^o:^^^Z^J;:^'2l •" ' '"" ^""^ ^^'«"

U. poor toW authentic hLces to b^ S:..:^^:^-^^
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» their, ovm parifii, fo as to be fuftained within the fame, without
being chargeable to others, or to ftrangers. A very good law this, had
It been duly executed. But though it was afterward ratified in the'lame
andToHowing reigns, and in the reign of Charles II, work-houfes, called
houfes of corredio'

, were appointed for employing the poor in all
burghs, and overfeers appointed in every parifh for coUeding contribu-
tions for that end ; and though all former laws were ratified by laws of
the late King William, yet this point js not to this day efFeduaUv pro-
vided for. "^

*^

The laws made this year in Scotland againft the exportation of falted
flefli and coals feem to us, at this diftance of time, not fo well calcu-
lated for the benefit of that country ; which, breeding an infinite num-
ber of black cattle, and producing coals in vaft quantities, it fliould
feem to have been more prudently devifed, and more for the benefit of
that nation, to encourage the exportation of both.
By another Scottifli ad of parliament of this year, every one refiding

in the Netherlands for commerce was to pay Lio Flemilh, (or about
L6 Sterling),as entrance-money, for leave to trade there. Another law
of this fame year confifcates all the goods and merchandize of non-free-
men trading thither ; of which confifcation, two-thirds were to go to
the crown, and one-third to the Scottifh confervator in the Netherlands.
This laft law was confirmed in the year 1597.
From thefe laws it appears that the Scots trod in the very fame fteps

with the Englifii, in relation to exclufive or reftridive laws in commer-
cial matters, and alfo perfifted therein long after England faw the in-
convenicncies of them.
We have feen, in various periods of time, that the merchants of Eng-

land had charters from the crown for regulating their commerce into the
Eaft country, a name of old, and ftill given by mercantile people to the
ports of the Baltic fea, but more efpecially in Pruflia and Livonia.
Queen Elizab'ih now, agreeable to the genius of the age, granted them
a charter, exclufive of all who fliould not take up their freedom in
their company, by the name of the Fellowfliip of Eaft-land merchants.
Theu: privileges were, ' to enjoy the fole trade through the Sound,
* into Norway, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, (excepting Narva, which
' was within the Ruflia company's charter) Pruflia, and alfo Pomerania,

I

from the river Oder eaflward, Dantzik, Elbing, and Koninglberg
[

alio to Copenhagen and Elfinore, and to Finland, (here culled an ille)

Gothland, Bornholm. and Oeland ; to have a governor, deputy, or

Ji
deputies, and twenty-four afliftants, who may make bye-laws, and im-

I
pofe fines, imprifonment, &c. on all non-freemen trading to thofe
parts.' It was principally defigned by the queen for the encourage-

ment of her own merchants, in oppofition to the Hanfeatics.
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^iJ^^T "^^^^ " *'*"•*''? ^/\«J»nd a regulated c^mpanr,t Cira^boampany tradmg. not on a joint flock, but every one on hisfeiirate'borm«runder certain regulations. We (hall fee iSs charter faXrconfiSby one from King Charles I. in 1629. Neverthelefs. they have b«nfrequently complained of by the Englifh merchants a a monSv^d
rS'. aIaIX'T ^^

^^^^l-^^"^y (- we fhall fee) TZ'y^
1673. And finally, bemg, with all other monopolizing comnaniw(not confirmed by parliament) dfeemed illegal in times of^trrelfbeny'

Ss LrttelT' ^T'^'^"T" °^ '^' ^^ ^^"^^ '^' declaration o^fnghts, &c. they do not now exift commercially, or otherwife but inname only, wh.ch it feems they ftill keep up. by contin^nl to HeStheir annual officers; and havfng (like ?he'merchrntorhe Stateanother company m fimilar circumftances) a little flock in our Dubhcfunds, the intereft thereof defrays the expenfes of their yeaHymer,^n«which are tor no end but to commemorate their former ex ft^ce kf areflndive capacity and to eled their principal annual oSs nowmerely nominal, which they ftill continue to do.
' ^

We cannot too much commend the indefatigable induftrv of the f,

oTth?SlfT '"
'rJf^ 1^'^™ ^° ^^ «"^^) Mr nSd H k .yt"ot the Middle Temple. London, in fo earneftly promoting new difcoveies and improvements for the benefit of EngLr In ^rf^ond"

eel ent cloths yet remain, although the art be now loft in th^ reaTm *

.he Magellanic ftrait, withfiveC and^/r'
'577. gon,g through

Jagr> of Chili, and orher places LZWeft' ft n? a"'
"'

^'",'^f
''

inm the principal end of his voyal in ?„.„
*

f^T""?'
'^'"''' '''"

this coaft h^ fontld (hips which hT/o perL in Ael I ?*""" ™

-* ™ent?.fi. ton of i^^^:^^,^:^ -z>^t>S:^;



1 66 A. D. m8^

jewels, &c—Having now but one (hip left, in which all his trcafure was
embarked, and it being probable that the Spaniards would intercept
hinfj (hould he return through the Magellanic ftrait, he determined
to fail to the Moluccos, and return home (as the Portuguefe were ac-
cultomed to do) by the Cape of Good Hope. Being obliged to f«il as
Jar north as 48 degrees, in order to get a good wind, he diicovered (Ja-
lifornia, which he named New Albion, fetting up a pillar and plate,
on which Qi^ieen Elizabeth's name, title, &c. were engraved ; the Spa-
niards havinp: never as yet had footing here. At the Moluccos, and at
Java, Diuke v\as well treated, and arrived in England (by the Cape of
Good Hope) in November 1580.
On the complaint of the Spaniih ambaOador, the queen fequeftered

the treafure taken by Drake, or at leaft a great part of it, for the king
of Spain's ufe ; but at the lame time aliened the abfolute freedom of her
fubje^s to navigate the Indian ieas as well as thofe of the king of Spain.
The managers of the Rullia company of England are undoubtedly

highly to be commended for their various attempts to difcover a north-
eaft pallage by fea to China and bidia, how unfuccelsful Ibever they
proved, and how much foever their ultimate views might center in
their own private interert. In this year 1580, they fent out Pett and
Jackman with two barks, to try a paflage that way through the ftraits
of Waygatz^ After many perils and dilhcviUies from the ice and intenle
cold, one of them returned home unfuccelsful, but the other was never
heard of more *.

In this fame year, King Philip II found means to unite the kingdom
of Portugal to that of Spain ; a very important acceflion to the Spaniih
monarchy, had it been managed to the bell advantage. It remained,
however, in this united ftate till John duke of Eraganza took the title

of king of Portugal, in the year 1640.
The eity (or rather the fuburbs) of London, being about this time

confiderably increafed, the queen publifhed a proclaniation, furbiddir.g
any buildings to be ercdted on new loundations within three miles of
the city gates, and that only one family fliould inhabit each houle.
Here Mr. Rapin, in his Hiftory of England, iubjoins, ' it were to be
' wiflied for Kngland that this prohibi.tion had been pun dually extcuted
* even to thi? day, fmce the city is lb enlarged that it grows a monflrous
head to a body of a moderate lize, to wnich it bears no proportion.'

Notwithllanding this obfervation, there are many perlims in modern
^mes who do not view this increafe in that bad light, and rather think
it advantageous, and folely owing to the increaie of our wealth and
commerce ; and that even this great increaie ot the metropolis is ai-

• Plercovc, a city of RutTia rear iht head of the from Perfia, Tattary, Sarwatia, Livonia, Oern J>nv,
Ukc Czudikoc, is laid to hare been .i lamous em- 1 ritain, ;.- il otlur I'onutiicF. lOJirlortiii fiia j'o'
poriuul at this tfmc, and tV quented by merchants ciinis Bajtliilit, H'iulag, 15^5,/. R. 3.J m!
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tcuda* With many vifible advantages to the nation, efpeciUly in pointof the annual fuppliea. and of the public credit, as well as a creater
conlumptionof the produce of the kingdom, (fo much for the benefit ofthe landed mterefl) and of our manfadurcs of all kinds
The ufe of coaches is faid to have been now introduced in Englandby Fitz-Allen, earl of ArundeL -^"feiana

1581 --This year the Scottifh parliament made a fumptuary lawwhich laid heavy fines on all under the degrees of dukes, earls, lords ^•
parliament kn.ghrs and landed gentlemen not pofl'eired of at leaftL2000 yearly rent (L250 Sterling), who Ihould wear in their clothinlor hmng any cloth of gold or filver, velvet, fatin. damaik. taS
fringes, pafl^ments (lace), or embroidery of gold, filver or filk or .Slawn, cambric, or woollen cloth made in foreign parts (with eiceptiojotcertam officers and magiftrates) ; and to the end tlut^iU others ^lu"debarred from foreign fineries, might be fuppHed with cloth and ftuffiot home manufadure whereby alfo the poor might be employed nowool was thenceforth to be exported, under forfeiture, &c ^By an°other lumptuary law of the flime year, all under the ab^ve mentfonedranks were torb.d the ufe of confedions, foreign drugs, and i^ftWfpices, which. It feems. were then lavifiily ufed at weddings chwSings and other banquets, by perfons of low eftate.

^

Ihis year Qiiecn Elizabeth granted to the city of Briftol, which hadlong been a place of very confiderable magnitude as well as traffic »new and aniple charter, with many immunities. vvherenleS ither city of Bnftol. and terms it a large and populous city^
lias year there was publiflied a moft judicious pamphlet intitled aCompendious examination of certain ordinary coniplafnts V divers ofour countrymen m thefe our days. (ByW H) Therein Z}Tn/

or .eal for the community._inc'lofur^es'fo; pah^are t e?^mouied agaml.-the dearth of provifions.lthe decay of towm ^1."
multitude ot fiieep.-the coin's being worn out,J^K,"e ftaXrandnnnnfic value ot money, compared with that of foi4g 4 ons Ivvoo,againfl its exportation,--our extravagant love offoreign wuJc

"
Lxd fundry other national points of great importance, are all handled^nSerly. and ,„ lo pure a didion fbr the time he wrote, as to «ive roomor coniedunng It m.ght have been penned by diredion o the queenlmimfters. iince carcely any ordmary perlon. in thole early ^ays couMbe turnuhed with lo copious a fund of excellent matter. ^ ^ ' '

'

finiw ob;brt:s' i'l^^'St^n''"
''""' ''' ^^.^'^^''^-^ "' -^-^ and town..

• ^n.:t aiS'on'^i: miS T'Thr^f'"^^r.^^^^f
^^

• that ^e chief trade cf Coven:;^;:!::-;:.;;;toL i^S ^ l^^l^^.^^f!
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! fo^rff^r^'i*
decayed, and thereby the town likewifc. So Briftoir

(Bnftol) had a great trade by making of points, and that ;was the
• ^^,' .

""y^^^ry (manufaaure) that was exercifed in the town.'
This author is mofl juft in his opinion of keeping up the rn.a'y

parity and q^mntity or weight, of the filver coin ; alfo in plea-, ng lol
the eaiy admiffion of foreign artificers into our cities and towns ' r

Several good laws were made in the reign of Queen EUzak... for
the prefervation of the timber of England, and more efpeciahi of,>bo
woods growing within a certain diftance from London, or the rivrr
Thames, both for the ufe of /hipping and of buildings at lar
iron-mills, or works near London, were the great deftroyers of timber
and woods, it was now enaded that no new iron-work fhould be ered-
«d withm twenty-two miles of London, nor within fourteen miles of
the river Thames, nor in feveral parts of SulTex, near the fea, therein
named

;
neither (hould any wood, within the limits defcribed, be con-

verted to coal or other fuel for making of iron. [23 E/iz. c. c ]A fubfequent ad [27 E/iz. c. 19.] prohibited the eredion of any new
iron-works in Surry, Kent, and SufTex ; and ordered that no timber of
one foot Iquare from the ftul (hould be ufed as fuel for any iron-workWe find in Camden's .4nnals, that Mr. Thomas Randolph was at this
lime m the office of chief oftmafter of England ; but how it was ma-
naged d.,es not fo clearly appear ; though from King Charles I's efta^
bhfhment of th^ pofts, in the year 1635, it fhould feem there were but
very tew regular poft-carriages till then in England *.

r ?l ^ ''?"!' parliament [.3 Eliz. c. 9] for aboliflung certain deceit-
ful fluff uled in dying of cloth, &c. ' logwood, or blockwood, of late
years brought into this lealm. is exprelsly prohibited to be ufed by

• dyers, the colours thereof being falfe and deceitful to the queen's fub-
^

jeds at home and dilcreditable beyond fea to our merchants and

ertaS d
^'^"^^ ''*^ ^^'^^^ ^^ ^^^ reputation of logwood fully

The queen having fettled preliminaries at Confiantinople two years
belore tor the trade to Turkey, (he jos/ incorporated a number of emi-
nent merchants for that end, viz. Sii. Edward Oiburn, an alderman of
London

;
Thomas Smith, Efq. Richard Staper. and Williarn Garrett

merchants. In their charter of incorpc- tion fhe lets forth, ' that Sir'

^

Edward Oiburn and Richard Staper h.d, ac .heir own great cofts and
charges, found out and opened a trade to Turkey not heretofbre in

' the memory of any roan now living, known to be commonly ufed

. ? u-
^^^^"^"*^^ ^y *'^y of "»"c! indiv.€, hy a-y the merchants, or any

lubjeets ot us or our progenitors: Whereby many good offices may

* C»™jden fays notLin.' furiher of Raadojpb's oiB.e, than merely calling lumrum prstfcftiw,' M. <

' • "•»* cquorum difpoiita.
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•»^ei^e«t for the comniodUie* of the renhn. to ihe aQvn?nV^
'r:i^::'u^Xitr^Z'

the .ncreafe of her revenue, an.! of^fgl^"^''^a'th of the realm. She therefor grarts unto thofe four m^r<*ant». the.r executor, and adminiftrators. .rtd tofuch oth.r FnSmen (nor ejcceedmg melve in number) as the faid Sir KHwnrd oS^r^'

fwo ?1 .^''^'' ^?^^ "PP"'"^ to be joined to thc^4Td th othSwo before^named perfons, and their fhdors., fervams. or deputies for'the fpace of feven years, to trade to Turkey, in ftu'h manS th^-fmd company fhall agree between thernfelves: duringXhSthey may make by-^a^*s for their .r,ih,J *y«^,« "1 .! ' '^^ ^^.^^

.0 be folely » ,hem their ftrtors ?„d fe,vant,, durinT.hc tjf^'

to thecompiiny. For the laft fi, „f ,he faid teveA vlw ^M. 11*'

;
mcon«n,e„t. the queen nt^'re^/eXS '„"„ to '^^S^'

feven years to them, providcxl (as aforcf. d) the fakl e cK ^r.^•flv»Il not appear to be unprofitable to the kingdorf,

' "^'''
''"f^

^

Nothing can be more cautiouHy j^enned than this ch-irtev m,! , wncu arly we may obferve, that by the firft provi W he nue' i In JSkept It .n her own power to dillblve them it any tin e 1^'Xh^^^^year's notice.
imic, on gi /uig .one

(the ^r™;^„a™Xrce"rtd:'ti^rr,f
''"• ''^'^

"'"I"' " -S^f-^'
make of rhofe ofWa)" v«rlv"o If.T ""P' °'!'«™«<^'l ^K?' d*

Vol. II.
'"S"'"; yearly to Southampton with Turkey, Per-



1 7© A. D. 1581.

'Ill

i'l

h

* fian, and Indian merchandize. The laft argofer that came thus fi-om
* Venice was unfortunately loft near the ifle of Wight, with a rich car-
* go and many paflengers, in the year 1587.'

1582.—The queen's letters to the grand (ignior were received with
much civility, being delivered to him in the year 1582 by Ler ambaf-
fador Hareborn, whom fhe impowered to fettle confuls in the feveral

ports, and to eftahlifh laws or rules to be obferved by the Englifti trad-

ing to Turkey. With the firft fadors. the indefatigable Hakluyt [Fl ii,

p. 164.] fent excellent inftrudions ' for inquring into the nature of dy-
* ing (luffs of Turkey, and into the art of dying ; alfo what fpecies of
* thofe might be produced in England, and how beneficial fuch new pro-
* dudions would have been to us ; which he inftances in that of faffron,
' firft brought into England by a pilgrim, and alfo woad, originally
' from Tholoufe in Languedoc ; the damafk-rofe was firft brought in-
* to England by Dr. Linacre, phyfician to King Henry VII and King
* Henry VIII ; Turkey fowls about fifty years paft, [viz. about 1522.]
* the artichoke in King Henry VIII's time ; and of later times the
* mu(k-rofe, and feveral forts of plums by the Ijord Cromwell, out of
* Italy ; the apricot by King Henry VITl's French gardener :' (but here is

no mention as yet of peaches nor of neftarines). ' And now within thele
* four years, (1578) have been brought into England from Vienna in
* Auftria divers kinds of flowers called tulipas, and thofe and others pro-
* cured thither a little before from Conftantinople. And it is faid that
* fince v/e traded to Zante, (this muft have been but lately) the plant that
* beareth the corcn is alfo brought into this realm ; and although it

* bring not fruit to perfedion, yet it may ferve for pleafure and for
' fome ufe *. Many other things have been brought in that have dc-
' generated by rcafon of the cold climate ; fome things brought in have
* through negligence been loft : and Archbifliop Grindal brought the
* taniarilk plant from Germany, and many people have received great
* health by this plant.' On the commencement of the Englilh trade to

Turkey, the merchants having occafion to attend the queen and coun-
cil, they had there great thanks and commendations for the ftiips they
then built oFfo creat burden, with many encouragements to go forward
for the kingdom's lai^e, (fiiys the author of the Trade's increafe, who
adds, that the ordinary returns of this trade at the beginning were three
for onel.

England, by entering into a dired trade to Turkey, procured all the
commodities of Greix^e, Syria, Egypt, Perfia, and India, much cheaper
than tonnerly. And (fays Sir William Monlbn) when the Venetians
Icrved us with thole rich e.iftern wares, by the way of tht Red lea, and

*- T i'.i, flicws that it w-ai tl.cn but juft iiitroJuccdi anJ not well known.
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down the Nile to Alexandria, and alfo by way of the caravans t»
Aleppo they alfo were wont to take freight I th^ir fhfps froT;o^t oport, whereas now (163s \ all ftrangers are more defirous to employour own fh.ps in that fervice. Jacobs [Lex mercatoria, p. 9.] aZes(upon what authonty I know not) ' that the Barbary Merchants wereincorporated an Kmg Henry VII's time; but that company decavTnP-out of their rums arofe the Levant or Turkev company, who ^fiTfttrading with Ven.ce. and then with Turkey, furnifhed England thatway with ^aft-India commodities, which, till then, were brought to u^(moftly) by land, and to the Portugviefe alone by long fea ' &c
.

This year the Ihip Sufun > F London, mounting thirtytfour' guns carnedoutto Turkey the Enghfh ambaflador Hareborn, who now fi ft fjtied peace with Algiers. Tunis, and Tripoli, which piratica^VtesWtaken many ihips belonging to London. Eriftol, &c^ And Hare^^^^^

land
Venetians, returned over land to Eng.

^Zl^lJ^^^^ ^u^'u"" T^"''^"
*° ^^^"''^ ^^^ attempted from England withfourflnps; which, however, went no farther than the conft of Wiand returned home for want of provifions. afte?haSng fight "S^fome Spanilh fhips of war on that coaft

^ ^
Mezeray. in his Hiftory of France, acquaints us that the yearly revenue of their king. Henry III. was now got fo high as thi y-two rJimJ^s"

::toSn£^^ir°°° ''-'''"'^ ^ '--^ ^^-^ - ^^^^ '- ^^^
The Hanleatic merchants, in their complaints to the diet of the empirc againft England. alTerted. that by the 4h duty laid on woolle cfoTh

^tS^'f' ",
"""''

^'''r''
^^^y' Wcrdenhulen) twice or thrice afd'r asIt had before been

:
that hence fprung the vaft increafe of Enghnd'^^eaIth. 2co.oco cloths being yearly exported thence, three fourths whereof were carried into Gernumy

; ami from thence a reat part was 7arri.d"HUo Poland, Denmark, and Sweden : that the re nainin< f^^ th , 'r^vas feat to the Netherlands and to France ; but litvle or none in^o Spli,rom whence it was ealy to infer the immenfenefsof the prcfi accrS
Eigl.fh merchant-adventurers cut of the empire ; and abfolutelv to nrohib.t all manner of Engliih woollen manufilturJs. as wh^t Lev udJedwould effl.du.lly bring .he q, een to terms wich the HanfetS Thequeen Ijad fome fnends in tlus diet. who. together with lieTowB ab eemoy. G.lp.n. long and ftrenuoudy defended her and her mJixhant-ad!.emurers^ \et.ntheend. the interert of the Hanfe towns prevailed>vi h the diet, who pailcd lentence againfl the Engliih merchants mdablolutely prohibited all Englidi woollen goods : yet cj^'m Wa ii^tugein obtamed that the fentence ihould not be execucedtili die decifiol;

Y 2
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p/ another diet ; and our merchants were afterward permitted to r/©-

move from Staden to Hamburgh, where they were well received.

In this year the Ruflia company fent out no fewer than eleven ftiips,

well armed, for fear of enemies and pirates.

Pope Gregory XIII ordered ten days to be cut off from ihis year,

becaule 365 days and 6 hours exceeded a year by 1 1 minutes ; one day
therefor is gained in about 132 years; by which means, from the year

325, when the council of Nice was held, to this year 1582, 10 whole days
were gained. This was called the new flile, and doubtlefs the jufteft

;

though we and other proteftant dates kept to the old ftile till very
lately.

'58.3—Such was the cuftom and policy of thofe times, that Queen Eli-

zabeth was obliged, for the protedion of the fliips of her Ruflia company,
(fays Camden in her Annals) to obtain the kiug, of Denmark's permif-
fion for the company's fliips freely to navigate the North fea, by the
coafts of Norway and Lapland to the haven of St. Nicholas ; and in cafe

of foul weather, &c. to take flicker either in Iceland or Norway, even
in ports by former agreements prohibited, provided they did not trade

there without that king's licence •. for which privileges the company
were to pay him 100 rofe nobles annually, during the term of this

grant.

(^ueen Elizabeth fent Sir Jerom Bowes to Ruflia : but the minifters of
the new c/ur, Pheodore Juanowitz, being*, as fome faid, corrupted by
Dutch prefents, he returned home without being able to obtain a re-

newal of the company's exclufive privileges. The writers of thofe times
acquaint us, that, befides the main commodities fent from England to

Ruflia, viz. cloths, filks, velvets, &c. they carried thither coarfe linen

cloth *, old filver plate, all kinds of fmall mercery wares ferving for the
apparel of both fexes, as linen and filk girdles, garters, purfes, knives,

&c. Vet what by the expenfe of the firft difcovery, (thirty years ago)
and the large prefents fince beftowed on the czar and his minifters, and
the falle dealings of others there, it had coft the company about
L8o,ooo before it could be brought to any profitable account ; and even
at this time, from the fickle temper of the czar and his people, the en-
croachments of the Hollanders, and the expenfe of ambafladors, &c. all

born by the company, this trade now flood on a very precarious bot-
tom. Camden in his Hiftory of C^ieen Elizabeth fays that this new czar
promifed to remit to our comjiany half of the ciifloms paid by other
nations, in coniideration of their having been the firft dirc()\ ,

. Fihe
way thither .by fea. In other rcfpeds he added to their privilege.^ out
of regard for the queen ; at the iame time accufing tiie coiapaiiy of hav-
ing dealt fiHely with his people; and no other anf.ver than this could

* Gic.il quaiititks of linens of vaii'aiis 1 iiuls a'/c now importct! _/)•

t!i.- Villi alterations in commerce.
i'.c frcquei'.lh

m
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Dr Fletcher obtain, who was fent afterwards ambaflhdor on this behtlf
to Ruffia, in the year 1588.

"cuau

The laft part of the preceding paragraph we have taken from a curi-ous andjudicioustreatife of Captain Carlifle's. who was fon-in law'to
Sir Fnncis WaHingham ftcretary of ftate to Queen Elizabeth fLdwho this year alfofet forth the hazard of the En^l,(h in their voya"^

nf v" ft^ t'^T^'
^''^'''''\ ^"^" ^^ ^^"-b^^y' f«'- prevention where^of It coft about L2000 yearly in prefents ; and the like hazards in ourtrade to Italy, our failors being obliged to pay large ranfoms to the llgennes for their redemption from flavery. Moreover, the Veneriumenvying our advancement in thofe trades, have loaded us with llh ck^-'ties on our merchandize, and on theirs which we brmg back ^

iJT^^\?PT ^""'u^^ ^' ^^^^" ^ Sr<'^ ^'•^d^ ^ith Spain and Por-tugal who take off much of our wares to their Indies
Carhile had by the intereft of Sir 'rancis Walfmgham and othersrailed Liooo fubfcnption at Briftol. for au attempt to^etceTnXnm'ca; and had propofed to the Ruffia merchants to rai ^ L.ooo m^re aV

tl^^ttinde^^la^^^^^
"^^^'^^ - Tettle i? ,^^\^^

acc^u'e'rE^ndt^'^'^t^
^^" -any benefits which wouldaccrue to lingJand b> making a lettlement in iNorth Americi • Surh ,.the great conlumption of our woollen and other manufad^res • taking

fd'ftni if
'"^ ^"••d-niome people; the great likelihood of ch mte"^and fti

1
more of our raifing naval ftores in America, which u^-i^ex^owoolged at high prices to take from other nations hnt thk >rn?T^^tt ement may alfo be grcady hdpful to the fiHic^' m ho^e i£s

'

tdas there are grapes m plenty in An.erica, andoUves^mav be eafit p'rom

iwr;i:^f^ir^r;!iL:j ;;;%!^^^^^ ^- or England.

LincolnHiire, prior to thofe ofC' ^''"'^ about thi. time in

dr^
, .

ourageme:..^ he iluu^d this year fnmi Pl.^^^S' „ ^ ^^^Newfoundland was a' ilrH Iw rU,^ v i;^^ n.u:.. \. "^5 '"'i.*'ai
1 . rvT r 1, - — '" J'-'*' ""111 rjvmout 1 wif 1 H

liierc in

ru . 'I*^""' V
'* "^'*">' «»-"hca-s, with lovs &c for tV^iV.^

c.:.nnr,n;t cirvord n,erV 'T'' f^^ <^^'Pe Breton, and to He
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all in his fhip were loft in a great ftorm, and only one fhip got fafe home
to Falmouth. Walter Raleigh, then a young man, was deeply engaged
in this projed.

The fame year a fhip of 250 tons belonging to Southampton failed

on a voyage to Brafil and Rio de la Plata ; but was in going thither un-
fortunately loft on the coaft of Guinea.

Adrian Gilbert got the queen's patent to hlmfelf and others for five

years, for the difcovery of a north-weft paflage to China, &c. by the
title of the Colleagues of the fellowfhip for the difcovery of the north-
weft pafliige ; which fcheme came to nothing.

The queen-mother of France, Catharine de Medici, aflifting the haf-
tard of Portugal, Don Antonio, with ftiips and troops, he got pofleffion

of one of the Azores or Weftern iflands ; but the Spanifti fleet, confift-

ing of twelve galleys and fifty galleons, meeting with that of France, to-
tally defeated it. Voltaire in his Generiil hiftory of Europe (part v.)

thinks, that this was the firft time that galleys were feen in the Ocean,
(1. e. without the Mediterranean fea) it being, fays he, very furprifing

that they fliould have been brought the diftance of looo leagues to thofe
ftrange feas. When L.ouis XIV, long after this time, fent fome galleys

into the Ocean, it was falfely fuppofed to have been the firft attempt of
that kind: yet this attempt was, it is true, more hazardous than that of
the Spaniards, the Channel being more tempeftuous than 'he .Atlantic

ocean. The mercantile Venetian and Genoele galleys, ^\h!ch formerly
reforted to England, were very probably of :i more Iblid ih-udlure than
thofe ones which are only fit for fummer expeditions withm thvj Medi-
terranean.

1584.—Sir Walter Raleigh, whofe great genius inclined him to new
enterprifes and diftoveiics, this year procured a fociety of gentlemen
and merchants to fublcribe a confiderable fum of money for forming a
fettlement on the continent of North America; and on Lady-day 1584
Queen Elizabeth granted ihem a charter for that purpofe. Amidas
and Barlow, with two veffels, were accordingly fent ; but they failed

about 1000 leagues out of their way: for the fliort courfe to the nor-
thern parts of America not being as yet known, they fteercd the wonted
courfe of the Spaniards, by the Canary ifles, and thence into the trade-

wind to the Caribbee iflands ; thence fail^ ng through the gulf of Flori-

da, they anchored on the coaft of th v country now called Virginia

;

where, making fome infignificant trade with the natives with toys fur

their furs, they returned home with gain (as they faid) and greatly

magnified the richnefs of the country, in order to encourage a lecond
adventure. They brought home fome pearls, and tobacco, (the firft of
tliat fort that had been feen in England). The queen feemed fond of
this defign ; and either (he herfi If, or Sir Walter Raleigh, gave the coun-
try the name of Virginia, which indeed the_^ traly reprefaited to be a
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plcafant country abounding in fine woods, deer, hares, wild fowl fifli
vines, currants, &c. ' •

Raleigh therefor obtained Queen Elizabeth's patent to himfelf, &c.
for the Pofleffion of fuch remote lands, not then inhabited by Chriftians
is they fhould difcover m fix years, of which vhey thereby had the pro:perty granted to them for eve,, referving to the crown th' fifth par? of
all gold and filver ore found therein ; with power to feize to their pro-per ufe all fliips with their merchandize that ihall without leave plantwithm 200 leagues of this intended fettlemcnc ; excepting, however thequeen's fubjeds and allies filhing at Newfoundland. &c. grants free denization to the planters and their pofterity refiding there Powers are
alfo granted to the patentees for making bye-laws there, not repugnant
to thofe of England. N. B. In this and fome other patents ofSe
tunes, there was no diftind place, longitude, nor latitud^e fixed or 1 n.£
coIZy'LndT'"' "^^ ^^doubtedly North America was the

In the fame year Jerom Horfey, the queen's and the Englifh Rufliacompany's agent is faid to have obtained more benefits ofthe czar Theo-dore Ivanowitz than could be got in twenty preceding years. The czarfent Horfey over land with his compliments to the queen, whofenthimback to him with her's
: after which he took leave\ fecond t me Zturnmg with the czar's prefents for Queen Eliztibeth. He was vTry ho-nourably received at the new caftle of Archangel, and coming to St.Nicholas, at the fea-fide, he was faluted with the cannon of thelngU^Dutch, and trench fhips

:
which alfo plainly Ihews that this Compaqny's excluhve trade before this was quite abrogated * ^

fi.ftf ^'IT^'^'''
year Captain John Davis with two barks from Dartmouth

firft failed mto the ftraits now fo well known by his name, and after

he'w've^r :."T'T^' ]' ^'' f '' ^'^- ^° --" returned homethe l-tme year as Ai otliers (ince have done, without difcoverins anorth-weft paflage. At this time we find they knew the ufe of fome-whar hke the harpoon, .ith which they kiuJa porpoile ; but thZhS^ ''" " ^'"'" "^'•^' ^^">- ^^^-^^ -^ y^"^^'- -S^ t mann^ S-

100

1

had

The ^ate of the noble commercial city of Antwerp muft not be over-
.k cmthcl^ftoryof commerce. That moft beautiful city whTch

..
flour.died ,a the grcateft opulence, the fruit of unrival eelconimerce and n^.nuhidures, was now bef.eged and taken by t^e d keot Parma, the govcruor ot the Spanifti provinces in the Netherlands'

'nulc u. Rnnia. and aulwcrni Elv..,b«hV d n , J lluml '

'^^ ''•' '''"''' "^"''' "'"^ "'^
of a r.,u.wal ..t ,lu- cx.l.,(i,c prinic 7/ I-rmted w f

'"'""'
"f

''^t Jgi.o.an. of tl,.

touiilry.
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For three days together the SpaniOi foldiers wallowed in the plunder of
the city, from which they carried off at leaft two millions of piftoles,
befides which, an incalculable cjuantity of rich merchandize and furni-
ture was dcfhoyed by fire. Almoft 3000 of the inhabitants fell by the
fword, 1500 were burnt or trodden to death, and as many were drown-
ed in the Scheld,

The ruin of this famous city gave the finifhing blow to the com-
merce of the Spanifh Netherlands. The fifliing trade n moved into Hol-
land. The noble manufadures of Flanders and Brabunt w^jre difperfed
into different countries. The woollen manufadure llttled moftly in
Leyden, where it ftill flouriflies. The linen removed to Harlem and
Amfterdam. About a third part of the manufadlurers and merchants
who wrought nncl dealed in filks, damalks, taffities, bays, fayes, ferges,
ftockh)gs, 8cc. icttled in England, becaufe England was then ignorant
of thofe manufadures : and the reft of the merchants of Antwerp,
(more efpecially the proteftants) would probably alfo have fettled
in England, but that foreign merchants paid double cuftoms, and
were alfo excluded from all companies or focieties of commerce, as
were alfo foreign journeymen from fetting up to be mafter-workmen,
or even partners in any trades but fuch as the Engfifli were unacquainted
with. And thus, through the madnefs of Spanifli popilh bigotry, and of
arbitrary power, commerce and manufidures, driven from their Nether-
lands, proved the means of enriching rnoft of the countries of Europe
weft and north of the Mediterranean fea. A moft ferious memento ta
all nations ?

To this perfecution of the Flemifti proteftants the kingdom of Swe-
den is faid to be indebted for its greateft improvements. They firft

taught the Swedes to make iron cannon, and other iron, copper, and
brafs manufadures; for before this time moft of the Swedifti iron was
only run into pigs and Cent to Dantzic, and other parts of Pruftia, to
be forged into bars ; juft as the Englifh formerly fent their wool into
Flanders, to be made into cloth by the Flemings,

Malynes, in his treatifc intitled Free trade, (8vo. 1622,/. 68) ob-
ferves, that no nation traftickcd lb much to Antwerp, in bulk of ftaplfc

commodities, as England. This, fays he, is afferted by Botero, who
relates, that, two years before the taking of Antwerp, all the merchan-
dize of Chriftendom which were vended there in one year being valued
by the officers of that city, the Englifti merchandize alone amounted to
four fifths of the whole

!

Though Antwerp was the moft opulent city in the weftem parts of
the world, yet as moft part of its cominerce was carried on by the
ftiips of foreign nations, it had not much ftiipping properly of its own,
compared with ihofe of modern London and Amfterdam. So that when
it was facked, the ftiipping removed with the nations they belonged to,
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gent one. In its glory it cotltd't 3^0^ ;r4rh^^^^^^^^ ?' T^'^^"2i markets, and 220 ftreets. From theiheiron which J VJt-'\''figure of a crefcent, were cut eieht nrinr.n^i .™^ 1

^"^cn it Itands, m the

ed fhips to go into the heart 0^? ^^T^ S
'',' '"'° '^^ ^"^ ^^' 'oad-

happify felt'the ad^ntagrof the wTld ctjudtrs'
"^'

''°'l^'^^
'^-^

fecution of the proteftants of tl e N«herlandr^ P"'"' '^ '^"''"
P^''

ceflion of induftrious manufUurers hn rv^' ^? ^"7 ''^"^^'^'^^'^ ac-

manv were thence ftoTkTd w^L ^ a
'^^'^'^''- ^""^•'^ ^^i^sof Gcr-

Che count de A^nlu t^VeuprL^fXr^'f^l^f?- ^^'^^^^"'-^-^'

Hanau (much finer than throVone^ rrn
'

1

"^ ' '" ""^^' ^°^" «*'

perfecution of the French protl^r^bfLouis XI
v"' """'^' '^ ^^^

lixty for St. Margaret's pariihtw^n^vf T If'^^ °"^ ^""^red, viz.

St. Clement's and^heW p'recTn^ The • TC'""'''
'""^ ''''^'y ^^r

ret's parifh thus appear to We exceeded thof'^'T .°^ ^^- ^'^'^^^

liberty by one fixth part; and as rStV °u
^" '^^ '^^ °f '^^

(about the year 174011 1 fi/rilif r 7^'''' '^''^" Maitland wrote
ly enough emmatL'?l^e ;hVeto be :W^^ "' "'"^^' '*^ ^^S^''"
time as it was then.

^^°'" ^^^^^ »""es as large in iiis

Sir Richard Greenville f!i\]cA f^* \r- • • ,

way above defcribed?whfvenftl^^^^ ^^^^ ^^'^ roundabout
and provifions, and ^ith men for XtSent H T'' ''^"^!""'^»ion.
ing at Roanoke ifle. lyinjj about litlT \' "^ ^^^an with plants

36 degrees north latitude^ where 1^ eft t o^T'
'""^ '^' continent •, i„

prepare their provifions i, due fLfon Id . ";• '"^^°' ^^S'^aing to
queftofmine. (for eolden dre.m« ?J

''"^^"^"5.*^^ "P the country in
were either deiir^'by tTet "^^ -"« of tLm
who furvived, were taken up by sTr' ?S Dri'/

'''

k'
'
""^ '^'' ^^^.

the Spanifh Weft Indies, who took thJm nT ^ ""? ^'' ''^'""^ ^om
though, they had fown corn t^ere t,y ne r ri.rTl^'™' 7^^ ^^-
years fuftenance. And they were bur ,-,,7. ' ' ^"^^^'ent for two
the fole coft of Sir Walter R^IefghLdvedth!.' ''V (^'P' '"'"^ °"^ ^^
niences

;
as did Sir Richard GreSvifl.r ^'^ '""''^ ^^" ^"''^^ of conve-

with a farther Supply f But fiX/LXtn^:;;^^^ ^ °^^" ^'>^'
it-nglifh planters had fettled, they fu retumerhrme

f
" "'' '^'

* The illaiul of Rwn,.ke ,s fcarcelv f.,r miUfrom the coMl of North CarolinarfS that pn
name of Viririnia was reftriftr.l tr, ,],.

".''"^

I'ovv fo called. iJ/.
'^*'"'"''' 'o the prnvincc

t In th.fe nccodnts there fccms to he fomc coafu""" '^'^P^*"ff the t;,„e and the name, fperfcn""-v.nK to the carj.nncr. .»-„.„•,„, ,„j i,;i.x;;:
owing to the carclcfliicfj,

Vol. II.

baec. tave^ o r™W ^7 T'? '''^'""•a-'l" to.

-on in Lo.d r.^ ba"'f, "f"'^^''^

^''' ^ -»"

•» ^fc
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The feven United provinces this year fent deputies to Qiieen Eliza-

beth, with requeft to take their provinces under her prote<flion, or elfc to

grant them fufficient aid during their war with the king of Spain. She
refufed to be their fovereign, but fent to their afliftance the earl of Lei-

cefter to command her troops, confifting of 5000 foot and 1000 horfe,

and to be goverrkor of their provinces. [Fcedera, P'. xv, pp. 793 etfeqq.

ColkEtion of treaties, V. ii, p. 83, ed. 1732.]
The ftates-general, as a fecurity for her expenfes, put her in poflefllon

of the town of Flufhing, and the fort of Ranimekins, in Zealand, and
the town of Brill, with its forts; which were to be reftored upon pay-

ment of the queen's difburfements. This is called the treaty of Non-
fuch, concluded the loth of Auguil 1585.

It would be to little purpofe to recount all the private adventures of

Englifhmen againfl the Spaniards in America in Queen Elizabeth's

reign ; yet Drake's grand expedition (though undertaken only by pri-

vate adventurers) with 25 lliips, and 2300 men, may merit a brief ac-

count. He facked the town of St. Jago at the Cape de Verd ifles. He
failed thence to the Weft-Indies, and took and pillaged the city of St.

Domingo : then he took the city of Garthagena, and obliged them to

ranfom it. The feafon being far advanced, he found himfelf obliged to

return homeward, without following his original fcheme, which was to

march over land to Panama on the fhore of the South fea. Wherefor

he failed by the coaft of Florida, where he lacked the fort of St. Auguf-

tine, and found about L2000 in money, with 14 brafs cannon. Next
he called :ii ilie infant Virginia colony, and carried the people home
with him, as already noted. Hakluyt makes the whole booty of this

expedition not to exceed L6oo,ooo, and foys they loft therein 70Q men

:

it therefor did not fully anfwcr expedation.

This year Qi^iecn Elizabeth granted a patent to the earls of Warwick
and Leicefter, and to forty more, for an exclufive trade to the domi-

nions of Morocco during twelve years ; to the emperor whereof, Muley
Ilamet, flie fert her minifter, Roberts, who remained three years there,

and obtained fome privileges for the Englifti ; particularly, that none of

the Englilh ftiould in future be made flaves in his dominions.

The Algcrine pirates now firft venturing into the Ocean, (according

to Morgan's Hiftory of Algiers, V. ii, /». 588) with three ftiips attacked

and pillaged the chief town of the Canaries, carrying home much booty,

and many captives.

The violences of the duke of Alva, and the fubfequent fack of Ant-

werp, had forced fueh multitudes of people to take flicker at Amfter-

dam, that in a few years after it increafed above one half; and new ram-

parts, ditches, &c. were made round the increafed part of the city.

Werdcnhagen obferves, that at one time 1 9,000 people retired from Ant-

werp into Holland, and moftly to Amfterdam ; whereby Antwerp, not



only the fineft city of all Brabant, but almoft of all Europe was miferably flnpped of us wealth and profperity, whilft riches, am Weuuky"«nd mduftry crowded into Amfterdam, in a manner fo fudden fs hard

'

ly to be paralleled m ftory
; fo that it now became the chief chv of traffie m all the Netherland^ For as the great penfionarrDe Witt obferves. in hisW^ ./ /M,„^^ although Antwerp was^ in refnea ofIts good foundation and far-extended traffic, the moft re, omfed merchandmng cty that ever was (till then) in the woHd fin?

fhips backward and forward from France FnilnnH ? ' 7 ^'"1 ""^"^

making man, filk manufadures ye Brad^ m^d FhnX;.
'^ ^'^ '"^

neceflitated to forfake that citv chofe Anfft T "^^^^^^^fp. bemg

mmsmcarnage into France and Germany. What Botero fav[ ZZl T r

At this time the new-ereded republic of thelllwJj
great diflrefs, as not only Kin/lSv III of FrY k^'^o"""

''''' '"^

both of England, had a/ain reS 'o'b" the^"fre'rets^"rh
?'""

Clous queen forefaw tha^when fhe w.s nlrl .^
lovereigns. I he fuga-

citale at pleafure She Tns^Z'^f a'' ,'"'^'" ^''^'^' '^^^^" «^ in-
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tioned remaining in her hands by way of fecurity for the fame, and for
Li 00,000 in money, which (he had formerly lent them.

Sir Bernard Drake, with a fquadron of Englifh (hips, was now fent to
Newfoundland, where he took feveral Portuguefe fliips laden with fifti

and oil, (Portugal being now united to Spain) which is all that we meet
with material concerning that ifland during the reft of this century.

1586—MifTelden [Circle of commerce, p. 54, ed. 1623, 4to] relates,
that Queen Elizabeth now confirmed all the former charters of the com-
pany of Englifli merchant-adventurers, granting them the like autho-
rity to hold their courts, and to exercife their trade in Germany as am-
ply as they had formerly done in the Netherlands, with ftrid prohibition
to all not free of that company to trade within their limits*. Where-
upon the city of Hamburgh invited them again to fettle there, and the
company fent thither two commiflioners : yet the imperial and Spanifh
party in the fenate fo fiir prevailed, that the commiflioners were oblig-
ed next year to go over to Staden, where they fixed the company's ftaple
to good purpofe. Before this .ime, Staden wis unfrequented by mer-
chants ; but in ten years thst the company refided there, Staden found
a great change for the better, till the year 1597, ^^^^^ the company
was forced to leave it.

Captain John Davis wi;h three fliips made his fecond voyage for the
north-weft palfage ; but finding no pafliige in the ftraits of his name,
attempted it farther fouth, wlvcrc he loft fome of his men by the na-
tives

; and returned after bartering toys for fome hundreds of feal-
Ikins.

The Hanfcatic towns on the Baltic fliores, and particularly Wifniar
and Lubeck, ftill continued to have a confiderable commerce while
they continued to fail diredly to Spain with their own veflels ; but from
this time forward, (fays their hiftorian Werdenhagen) by means of fuch
numbers of Netherlanders as had fled to Hamburgh, that ciiy puflied on
a much greater commerce to Spain. From this period moft authors
date the great, but gradual, declenfion of the Hanfeatic towns on the
Baltic fea, and more efpecially that ofWifmar ; the magnificent churches,
auguft market-place, town-houfe, capacious wine-cellars, and the large
and ftately private houfes of which city, fufliiciently teftify its ant lent
great trade and opulence.

At this time flouriftied the famous Danifti aftronomer Tycho Brahc,
who made fome aftronomical difcoveries and improvements, which
proved very beneficial to navigation, and confequently to maritime
commerce.

According to Gemelli, the'Chinefe about this time granted to the Por-
tuguefe the rocky ifle of Macao, below Canton, then inhabited by rob-

* MlfTtldtn fays, }ic pirufc.l the original charter. i
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Iwr5, on condition of expelling them, as ther accordingly did : and therethey butt and fortified the town of th.t n>L. which the. hofd to hU

it: c^ffd'fi^-ni^r, „!tro'° i;::o"i.elrP rr^

fmS'teffd;: Sh^a^The'lfoSo^'fit "s"' 'Tj'y"'"^'^
"">

fome other exploit, re.u:;:dtrrh\\^?b'o"?,."'''"' '""• »«"
1 homas Cavcndifh now commenced the fernnH Fr.«in, •

gation of the earth at his own expenl? whlh K
^"^''^.^^'-c^mnavr-

and two months, by the old^ute'thl' h ^^^^^^^^
'^° y^"

by the Cape of Good Hope, having loft ?wo of hTc ^^ ^ '

''".'J

^"""^

a rich Spal^ift ihip from fh; Phihppines and d^ftr ? ^IF'' nP"
^°"^

feme towns in thi South feL But^nei her tht nn7n ?^" ^'^^ ^'^"'^
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'^^^^ circumna-
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" TT' u'

'^^.\''^ot^
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only to pxllage the Spaniards, together
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' ried to the Spaniards or their allies, &c. had like to have marred all
the advantages which the fall of Antwerp had brought to Holland,

' had not the French, Scots, Danes, and Vandalic Hanfe towns, inter-
' pofed, whereby that edid was fruftrated. Neverthelefs, the hare ter-
ror of its being to take place made very many trading people leave

• the Netherlands, who fettled at Hamburgh, Bremen, Embdcn, St£.den,
' &c.' The later edidl, Thuanus [L. Ixxxv.] thinks, was in order to
raife money for carrying on the war, by obliging all nations to pur-
chafe free navigation at high prices. Great, however, as thofe two au-
thors are, it may be confidered that the later was a Frenchman, and the
other ftrongly frenchified, and a violent republican, and foe to Eng-
land*.

^*^*<1587—Sir Walter Raleigh had his mind fo intenfely fet upon a
pilimtation in North America, that he again fent out three (hips and 150
l>erfons of both fexes. Thefe planters Raleigh's fuperintendant fettled
on the ifland of Roanoke, where he found the fecond colony had been
deftroyed by the natives. He rebuilt the fort and houfes, calling the
place the city of Raleigh; and leaving 115 men in his new fettle-

ment, he returned home, where he remained about three years before
he could obtain the neceflary fupplies which he had promifed to bring
in the year after he left the colony. When he arrived in 1590, with
fupplies of men and ftores in three fhips, he found that fuch of the colo-
ny as remained alive had removed to a place on the continent called Cro-
atoan, that word being carved on the trees. To this place they intend-
ed to fail in fearch of the colony ; but 9 ftorm unfortunately arifing,
the fhips loft their anchors and cables, and provifions alfo failing, they
agreed to return home, leaving that miferable colony to perilh, to the
fhame of that age ; for though Raleigh was in trouble about this time,
yet furely the queen and nation fhould have had compaffion on thofe
poor men, left amongft favages in a wildernefs. " ;

Thus was this fcheme of a plantation in Virginia quite laid afide dur-
ing all the reft of Queen Elizabeth's reign ; and all the great expenfe of
Raleigh and the other ad^•enturers utterly thrown away, befides the lofs

of many mens lives.

A law was made in Scotland, whereby the legal intereft was not for
the future to exceed Lro, or an equivalent of five bolls of vidual, for
Lioo by the year, thus valuing five bolls equal to Lio Scots. [utA
Pari. Ja. VI, c. 52.jt
The law made in the reign of King James I, for fending deputies or

commiflioncrs to pal-lianicnt, to reprefent the Idler barons or freehold-

** tfW.dtfA'salrthiint'nf LciccRw's coiiduft i» f Contraas made before the date ot' thi» law
ner.'ly tin. fame wilh iliolc of the foitign aiuliors were to remain valid. M,
.kk-ie cjULied. M. 3
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ers, having been much negleded, it was now re^naded ; and the re-
gular reprefentation of the (hires, and sAfo of the cities and burghs was
ever aher conftantly kept up. [/3. r. 113.]

'

In this king's reign there were fundry ftrid laws made for confininc^
commerce in Scotland to the freemen of burghs ; fo far that no- work-man or craftfman fhould be permitted to carry on his craft or callingm any adjacent fuburb of a free burgh, even though the fuburb fhouldbe no way fubjed to the burgh.
About this time the queen granted to the Steelyard merchants ofthe German Hanfe towns the very fame commercial privileges andmimumties, m pomt of cuftoms on commerce, as were enjoyed byher own natural-born fubjeds

; provided, however, that her Engliftmerchants at Hamburgh were equally well treated ; which yet did notgive them entire content. In the mean time the queen, being at warwith Spam, gave the Hanfe towns due notice not ti carry into SplinPortugal, nor Italy, provifions naval ftores. or implements of war^ f";

puniSnt.'^"'' '
"^"' ^"^'^ ^°'^'""^' '^''''^' "°^ '''^ «f --PO-1

In England as well as in other European countries, where there wasany confiderable commerce, the falaries, and dayly w;ges or pay ofI'!ificers. foldiers failors, labourers, &c. were confiderably^nhanceVaboi
this tune, occafioi^d partly by the general increafe of commerce an^partly by the great accenion of filver buJliou. annually importeTCmthe Spamfh colonies in Mexico and Peru

^FO"ea nam

nfJtuTf^''^\^''l^^'''^ ^^^'^ ^° ^^^'^ Elizabeth, complainingof the Hollanders, who had blocked up hTs river Ems. and even m^t ofm townofEmbden.foa. to hinder theexportation.ofconl&con^^^^^^
u-nce of fuch provifions being carried to The Spaniards, their Caieswh eat the fame time they themfelves fent Lo vefl'els yearly Scoin, and other provifions. &c. to their mortal enemy the kinj of

rSuchh^Tl'/'"' '^ ^'^' °^S^"- The count tells tlfe queen how
Sed..F ^/"'"''[i^

encouraged her merchant-adventurers \vhenfettled at Embdon
; alfo. how much even they were obftra<ikd inS•ying the,r cloth into the interior parts of the empire, by Seinterrun"tion of his people's commerce by the Hollanders ^ and that he had T

nerkl'and H T"''"'^'
"°'-"hftanding all the indea^o is of the Zperul and. Hanfeatic cities to obftrud it. [Fc^Jera F xvi A 6 1 \?;

ofPhilinN''?\"''-^"r"^'''''"'scnce of the formidable preparations

t^etilllflT'^ff"'^ ^^^ out Sir^pSiJrake with a fleet of forty ihips to the coaft of Spain, where he deftroyed many (hips, particularly about ,00 veflels laden with provifion:and ammumtion, near Cadiz and Lifbon. He alfo took a ch^Por^g"
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carrack from Eaft-Tndia at the Azores, out of the papers whereof (fayi

Camden, in Queen Elizabeth's hiftory) the Engli(h fo fully underftood

the rich value of rhe Eaft-Indian merchandize, and the manner of trading

into ;he eaftern world, that they afterward fet up a gainful trade, by
eftablifhing a company of Eaft-India merchants at London. He alfo

took an argofie ful! of rich merchandize.
The damages, which the Spaniards fuffered from Drake, obliged

them to poftpone the intended invafion of England. But another

greater, and feemingly more effedlual, caufe of deferring it, docs equal

honour to commerce, and to Sir Francis Walfingham, the fecretary of

rtate, who, by the aid of Thomas Sutton, Efq. (who was afterward

founder of the charter-houfe hofpital in London), and alfo of the

queen's merchant Sir Thomas Grefliam, and of fome others, found

means to get all the Spanifh bills of exchange protefted, which were

drawn on the merchancs of Genoa, and which were to fupply Philip

for carrying on his preparations. A merchant of Londor., fays Biftiop

Burnet, [Hi/iory of his own times, V. i, p. 313] being very well ac-

quainted with the revenue and expenfe of Spain, and of all that they

could raife, and knowing alfo that their fonds were fo fwallowed up,

that it was impoflible for them to vidlual and fit out their fleet, but by

their credit on the bank of Ger oa, he undertook to write to all the

places of trade, and to get fuc ^ remittances made on that bank, that

he might have fo much of the money in his own hands, as there fhould

be none current there equal to the great occafion of vidhialling the

Spanifh fleet. He reckoned that thckeeping of fuch a treafure dead

in his hands, until the feafon of vidlualling was over, would be a lofs of

L40,ooo : and he managed the matter with fuch fecrecy and fuccefs,

that the fleet could not be fet out that year. At fo fmall a price (fays

the bifhop), with fo flcilful a management, was the nation faved at that

time. Wheeler, the fecretary and hiftoriographer of the Englifli mer-

chant-adventurers company, alfo afl!erts, that the fellowfliip of mer-

chant-adventurers were likewife, on this fame occafion, aflifting to the

queen in like fort, at the mart of Kiel in Holftein. All which demon-

ftrates the great importance of mercantile credit, and its influence,

when well condudcd, in matters of even the higheft ftate concern to a

nation.

In the fame year John "Oavis, with three fliips from Dartmouth, un-

dertook a third voyage ft a north-weft paflage to China, &c. In this

voyage, he met with a Bi.cay ftiip, which he judged to be upon the

fifliing for whales. Nothing materially different happening in this at-

tempt from the two former, he returned home without finding any

paffage, having gone up his former-named ftrait to no effed. All thefe

three voyages were much encouraged by the lord treafurer Burleigh,

Sir Francis Walfingham fecretary of ftate, and other noblemen, and
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alfo by fcveral merchants. Thofe great men knew, from what had al-ready been difcovered. as alib from the frame and ftrufture of the terriqueous globe that fooner or later more difcovcrics would be made andthat as It would greatly redound to the benefit of their coiStry fo kwouM no lefs advance their own glory to be the inftruments of fuelgreat benefits to their country. •

"*^"

1

^588.--King Philip II of Spain, though difappointed of invadine Ene-

memoraDie year 1588. Camden aflerts that it was the belt appointed of

Z^.'^ rT''''''''''
^"^ Provifions. of all that ever the Oceaffaw andcalled by the arrogant appellation of the invincible armada. Snfift-

130 (hips of all kinds,
X9,29o foldiers,

8350 failors,

2080 galley flaves,

2630 cannon.

commail^r ot^eln^ol'f!;^^
Lord Howard of Effingham, was the chiefcommander ot the Enghfh fleet this year ; S r Francis Drake vice aHmiral

;
Sir John Hawkins and Sir Martin Frobifher rear admJr.l? ?h

whole Englflh fleet confifted of but 76 ftips pa^ byZ^^^^^^^by the city of London
; befides 83 cpafters, &c. fent b? feve^rothir

In7Snd" "\ '^^
""f'^' ^'T ^"^ ^^^'^*' 1^^«<1« thoffof Hdlandand Zealand. Some of our vefTels, filled with combuftible matter and

The pompous and tremendous armada of Spain, partly by the valourof the Lnghih navy, which, though much interior.TadX ,n«a«e.ments w.th them m the Channel, aud that of the ftates of^he new Bel

land and fea forces ^om the Netherlands, and partly by viokntTi temI^eftuous weather after lofing many fhips and m^en. Cs^obHged^o S-"tire north about by the coafts of Scotland, and theAce home to sL n

flirl
' "iV"'^/'"''^^'- ^^^ ^•^^ -^^ ofScoS. Xey loftSflaps and (according to Comden) had above 700 foliers andSwrecked there, who, by the interceflion of the nrinre of P^.r^ . ^

>.nes, and with the cLfent of q,i.en ESeS." wer^e a^TCd^'frn?

Stow, that ciVcuinftantial and indefiitigabte
writer, gives the names of mod of th. Emjlifh
fleet, ofwhwh futeen (hips of wir were fu.nl^ed
fcy the I^ondontr.. and ten by tht fociety of mcr-
chant-adveiiturers. Tliere are alio lilU of the
ipamfli and EiiKlifti forces in a manufcript of the
Cotton hbrary, Juliu., F. vi, No. io6, 1.07. M^

You II.

t The Englilh may haw inwnted fire-fliips atthm time, though it is certain that the Tynan.
1920 vears before, deftroyed Alexander's works
by a fire-rhi,,, and the Conttar.tinopolitans. A. D.
7.6, dfHr.,yc-d Uic Saracen fleet by me [mc
means. M. ' ^^

A &
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over to the Low'Countries ; but thofe who were wrecked on the Irifli

coafts were almoft every where put to the fword. And thus were not

only England, Scotland, Ireland, and the new republic of the United
Netherlands, preferved from imminent deftrudtion, but alfo the equili-

brium of the general liberties of all the reft of Europe, as well as

the proteftant religion in Britain and elfewhere -, for at this time Spain

was undoubtedly the mod potent monarchy in Europe, although by
mifcondud, and the growing power of Holland and England, and foon

afterward of France (when its civil wars fubflded), that kingdom foon

after this time began to (hew evident fymptoms of a decline. Out of

134 (hips, which for this great attempt came out of Lilbon, only 53
returned ; only one of the galleafles of Naples, and one of the four

great galleons of Portugal ; and only ^3 of the 91 galleons and hulks of

other provinces ; fo that in all Spain loft 81 {hips, and 13,500 foldiers

and mariners, befides much treafure *.

Grotius.in his Hiftory of the Netherlands [L. \,p. 171] obfervesupon

this occafion, that the glories of Greece and Rome were fully equalled

by the valour and fortune of the Englifti, though their advantages over

Spain were more flowly and more fafely obtained ; and all the time they

fought with the Spaniards they loft not one capital fhip, nor above an

hundred men ; whereas the Spaniards fufFered every extremity of mifcry,

loft many capital ftiips, and near five thoufand men.

Daniel Rogers, whom the queen had fent to Denmark with compli-

ments of condolence on the death of Frederic II, and to cultivate the

friendfliip of the tutors of the young king, was commiflioned alfo to re-

monftrate againft the arreftment of fhips at the Sound for the offences of

individuals, and againft the evafion of the antient treaty, whereby the

privilege of fiftiing at Iceland was to be renewed to the Englifti every

feven years. He alfo demanded, that the toll f)r pafllng the Sound

fliould not be paid till the return of the ftiips from the Baltic, and

then in the ufual money of Denmark ; that owners ftiould not be liable

to fuffcr for frauds committed by the mafters of their vefl^els ; that the

packages (or wrappers) of cloths ftiould not be charged with duties

:

and that the toll called lajl-gelt ftiould be remitted to the Englifti.

But the Danes, who were difpleafed that the Englifli failed to Ruffia by

the North fea, inftead of pafllng through their Sound, evaded comply-

• Tlif antient femlcircutar line of battle was

llill in ufe. In one of the enpngtmtnts in the

Channel, the Spaiiilh fleet was dawn up in ihat

form, and the two points of the femicirde or

ctefcent were feven miles afiindir. Neither was

the old method of condnding a fea engagement

^y grapp''"!? ''"^ hoftile ihips, and fitrhting hand

to hand, fo f r exploded, bnt that fonie of the

Englifli officers piopofed it to the commander in

chief, who prndently declined a mode of fighting,

wherein the fiipcrior fi/.e and lofty fides of the

enemy's Ihips would have given them a decidea

fuperiority ov;r his low-built vcfl'els, and which

would h^ve entirely thrown away the great advan-

tage wliich his fall-failing fniall veffels ha 1 in Uie

af'Il'iv -f t!ieir manoeuvres. \Jlamdt/i\ At. ad tm.

1588.J M.

I
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ing with his demands, on pretence of their king being under age
[Camdent Ann. Eliz. adan. xs^'i.']

00 e

As the number of men m a nation is of the utmoft importance we
fhall here quote a paragraph from the anonymous author of a fnuil'l Fo-
ho treatife mtitled the Happy future ftate of England [1680, p. 7±q 1He fays, that Mr. Pepys (fecretary of the admiralty) fhewed hin. a pa-
per, ftatmg that the whole number of men in the realm of Spain
taken by a fecret furvey, fome time, as is fuppofed. before the yea^
1588, was but 1 ,1 25.390, exclufive ofthe regular and fecular clergy Nowwe may here note, that if it be true, as is generally prefumed that thegrown-up men of a country are about one fourth part ofthe whole peoplethen multiplymg 1.125,390 by four, gives for the population orSpainabout this time 4.501 .560 fouls ; the fmallnefs of which number, in foextenfive a country, is eafily to be accounted for, when we duely confr-der their dnving out fuch vaft numbers of Moors and Tews, and theirX3 ""^ f?:^^e" %^lies in their ftead

; their fendini out conrinu-
ally fuch numbers of their own people in the preceding eighty years toplant their American dominions; and alfo the confoming and defirudt!

Z^kZ^^?'^^'7T'?'^'^'''^' ^^^"^ his fen King^hiHp I inthe Netherlands. Italy, &c. There are even many of opinion ha"Spain does not at prefent contain above five millions of tbu IsAbout this time there were annually manufadured in Cambray
60 000 pieces of cambric, which being valued, one with another, at 40florms each, amount to 2,400,000 florins, or about L24o,ooo Ster-ling yearly. \rbuanlHiJt. L. Ixxxix. ad m. 1588.]

Ihe Happy future ftate of England relates [*. 127] that in a re-monftrance of the corporation of the trinity-houfe in the year 1602to the earl of Nottingham, lord high-admiral of England (extant in S?r

^t"i w''"%'°"'^^r) " ^' ^^^^ '^^' i" ^h^ yea? 1588 Set ^Izabeth had at fea 150 fail of (hips, whereof onl/ 40 were hS own *
and 110 belonged to her fubjeds. And that in the fame vear here^ere hkewife ,50 fail of Englifh merchant ftiips. of about 150 Jon onewith another, employed in trading voyages to all parts and countries

hired^n^I':
^° ^'^' """"'-^ '''°°° '^'^"' °^ 300 in each fnip

;
the 10

tradfnfi^
'2.IOO, or no m each Ihip. on an average ; and the ,50O^ading fh.ps carried 6000 feamen, or 40 in each flifp. But the re°

Ka^^'^s'ttt-''^'^' '""V^^ ^"'t
"^^^^ twelve 'years fince tieyear i;,88. the (hipping, and the number of our feamen were decnve-!about one-third part. This decay of our maritime powe'r wa doubdelowmg to the wars with Spain, the great lofs of ihipjing in thofe warl^

A a 2
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and in the many private expeditions and adventures of our people to
America, Africa, &c. *

Both before and after the year 1588, upon Spain's eomplaining that
the Englifti (hips frequented the Indian feas, Queen Elizabeth (as Cam-
den and others obferve) declared that the ocean was free to all, foraf-
much as neither nature, nor regard of public ufe, do permit the exclu-
five pofleflion thereof The like anfwer {he made to the king of Den-
mark, who fet up a claim to the fovereignty of the feas of Norway and
Iceland, becaufe he was lord of the ihores on both fides, faying, that
the kings of England never prohibited the navigation and fifliing on
the Irifh fea or channel, even though they be lords alfo of both fljores.

Yet in the cafe of the Ruflia company's ihips, we have feen under the
year 1583, the queen partly complied with the Danifti claim. How
different this flile is from that of the writers in the two following reigns,
and of fome even of later times on this fubjed, will be feen in its pro-
per place.

In this fame famous yea*-, the cheft at Chatham was founded, being a
contribution for the relief of maimed and fuperannuated Englifh mari-
ners, out of which penfions are paid to them for life, by the advice of
Sir Francis Drake, Sir John Hawkins, &c. It was at firfl only a volun-
tary monthly contribution of the mariners out of their pay, for the
fuccour of their wounded brethren, but was afterward made perpetual
by Queen Elizabeth. By an ad of the rump parliament [<mww E649,
c. 24] for abolifhing deans and chapters, and felling their lands, wc
find that this chefl had been ufually kept at the Hill-houfe at Chat iam,
which, with its gardens, &c. had belonged to the dean and chapter of
Rochefter. Till the noble foundation of Greenwich hofpital by King
William III, this was the only charity of that kind for diftreffed failors.

Gibfon, in his additions to Camden's Britannia, obferves that the navy
of England has always owed more to the county of Kent than to all

the other counties of England to; ther, on account of the number and
importance of the places of that county fubfervient to the royal navy,
which, befides Chatham yards, docks, &c. has Greenwich, Deptford,
Woolwich, Sheernefs, and Dover fubfervient to it. How much thefe
dock-yards, ftore-houfes, &c. have been increafed and improved fince
Camden's time, and even fince the firft edition of Gibfon's additions
{anm 1692), would require a volume fully to defcribe. And there are
additions, enlargements, and very ufeful and beautiful improvements
conflantly making to thofe places, and alfo to the two famous ports of
Portfmouth and Plymouth, infomuch that the king's yards alone ap
pear like large towns of th«mfelves. And as a beginning is made for

* Tlie truth of this decay may b« doubted, if Has any ytar of tin's century paffcd without fomc-
I'jiportcd only by tlie authority of a remonftrance. body aflcrting that the country i\as ruined ? iT/.

!IH wm
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the like end at Milford haven, it is to be hoped authority will efFeau-
ally complete the fortifications, docks, &c. of that incomparable haven
even m this generation. ^ '

^'••?^'^'
l?"^^^'" J^'ng

fent ambanador to Ruflia. obtained (thoueh
not without difficulty) a renewal of certain former grants, fuch as li-
berty tor the Enshfh Ruflia company to trade through Ruflia into Per-
fia

;
alfo payment of part of the debts due by Ruffian fnbjeas to thatcompany

: and that no Englifliman refiding in Ruflia fliould be reputed
ot the coiupany, unlefs acknowleged and authorized by them. But the
czar would never be brought to allow the company its original eKclufive
trade to this country

J
for which, and other caufes, their trade was at

this time very much decayed *.

A fliip and pinnace from London made a profperous voyage to Be-nin on the weft coaft of Africa. Queen Elizabeth alfo in the fame yeargranted a patent for ten years to fome merchants of Exeter and othertowns in Devonflnre. and two London merchants, for an excluf.ve trade
to the rivers Senegal and Gambia in Guinea, becaufe the adventuring
Ota new tracle cannot be a matter of fmall charge and hazard to the
adventurers 111 the beginning

: provided, however, that at any time
fitter the date hereof, the queen, or Hx privy counfeliors. may in writ-
ing revoke this paten; upon fix months notice. So here is another in-
ftance of little more than the name of an exclufive company to be de-
jjended on for any certain determined time.

"

> 589—Queen Elizabeth, determined upon revenge for the Spanifli in-
vahon, took the frugal method ofauthorizing and encouraging private ad-
venturers to undertake it at their own coft, the queen only fupplying them
with fix of her own fhips. to which the Dutch joined fome fliips For
this end. Sir Francis Drake for the fea fervice. and Sir John Norris for
the army procured many to join with them in fo promifing a proiea,
taking with them Don Amonio.the pretender to the crown of Portugal!Stow makes the number of fliips aflembled for that end to be 146, and
i4,oco men (Camden fays i i.ooo foldiers and 1500 failors); but Rapinonly 80 ftnps and 1 1 ,000 foldiers. With this force they landed at Co-runna m Galhcia

; and the lower town they took, but could not the

nH ;T" fl
'^

S"*?^ ^f"if'^^' ^"^ *'^^"^^ '^'^ ^'•"V ^ent over land,and the fleet proceeded to Liftjon, to attack Portugal, in behalf of the
baftard Don Antonio prior of Crato (pretending to that crown in op!pofmon to Philip of Spain, in pofl-efliii; of it) : L there were fo man^
;Sr ?'''•'' "'

^u^
"*^"'

^'^l^'^X' »^«^ ^'^^y ^o«ld not take it. Afteraking Caicais at the mouth of the Tagus. to recompenfe their chargesl%s Camden), they took about fixty bulks (or fly-boats) of the gS!

• Camden fa^i, that Flttcher could obtaiti no jrot m the ve»r ifBtbrttcr aniwer f,o>n the czar than his p.edeccffor M. ^ ^ ^ £yfiinakt aJ an. i^SjoJ
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man Hanfe towns, laden with wheat and warlike ftores, to fimini a
new armada againft England, and kept the cargoes, but difcharged the
fliips. Thofe ftiips. left they ftiould be taken, had failed by the Ork-
neys, thcWeftern ifles of Scotland, and the weft fide of Ireland, becaufe
Queen Elizabeth had forewarned the Hanfe towns that they fliould not
carry any viduals nor provifion for war into Spain nor Portugal, under
pain of lofs of ftiips and goods. Yet although this was a legal capture,
it nsverthelefs gave C^een Elizabeth much trouble for feveral years
after, in anfwering the remonftr mces from the empire, and alfo from
Poland and Dantizick, they being deeply concerned m this leizure, and in
the end produced a total breach between England and the Hanfe towns.
At length, after facking Vigo, they returned home to England with
1 50 pieces of cannon and a very rich booty (lays Camden), thougli-
others thought otherwife, and that all their achievements and booty
did not recompcnfe the charge and the lofs of 6oco of their foldicra

and failors. This is perhaps the greateft privateering enterprife (if it

may properly be fc termed) of any in the later ages of the world.
In the fame year the brave and enterprifing earl of Cumberland,

with feveral fliips, failed on a private adventure to the Azores or Wcftern
ifles, where he tuok many good prizes from the Spanifli and Portuguefe
Weft-Indies, &c. feized on, and ranfomed, the town of Fayal, and re-
turned home with a great booty, though nnuch ditlrefled by ftorms, 8tc.

At the Azores Lord Cumberland met with three or four Scottifti (hips,

who fupplied him with wine and water ; and this is the firft account we
have met with of Scottifli ftiips making fo long a voyage *.

It is fcarcely worth recording, that in the<fame year an abortive pri-

vateering adventure was attempted from Plymouth, with three fliips, for
•^he South fea,? of America, one of which was of 340 and another of 300
tons ; but none of them could get through the ftraiis of Magellan, and
all the three were loft in returning, only fix men getting home to give
this account.

William Lee, A. M. of St. John's college in Cambridge, invented an
engine or fteel loom, called the ftocking-frame, for knitting, or weav-
ing, ftockings. This was but twenty-eight years after we had firft learn

ed from Spain the method of knitting them by wires or needles. Mr.
Lee's invention has proved a confiderable benefit to the flocking manu-
fadure, by enabling England, in after times, to export vaft quantities

of filk ftockings to Italy, &c. where it feems (by Sir Jofiah Child's ex-

cellent Difcourfes on trade, publiflied in the year 1670) they had not

then got th° ufe of the ftocking-frame, though little fliort of 100 years

after its invention: yet Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of the world, [F. ii^

• It appears by a letter from King J^.m'-i to (and probably alfo fooner) traded to the Cana-
^^en Elizabeth, [Fa<Iera, F. xvi, /. 336] that rie*, which are ftill more diftant than the Azores,
fomc of the Scottilh merchants, in llie year 1598, M.
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^'aaI^V'' •''^*"*'«^- «'e^c" years later, viz. in 1600; andadds that Mr. Lee not only taught this art in England and in Francebut his fervants did the lame in Spain. Veni... and in Ireland.

.^V^"^ }^ '^'%''^J'^^<^'' S^^^ily cnhrgtd the filk manufadures inthat kingdom. Beto.c this time the filk-worm and mulberry "ees hadbeen propagated only in the Lionois. Dauphine. Provence; and Lan-guedoc
;
but this kmg not only carried it at far north as OHeans but

Tjt ^^ ? ^'
f" ""t"'^'^

manufkaure in France. Mezeray faysthat he alfo planted mulberry trees near Paris, and attempted to breed

SliV^St WfT"""""'
^-n^-bleau. and the caftfe of MadT^'

H:rlr^^- '° ^'^^ French' (^fV^-lfinTr ? erXf
erf^^^A

'?''* T^ V"PP'^ ";^^" ^"^ ™°^^ manufadures than foreinn-

n^hfift^ K M,"*^' '^i"'""'''
^•"^'"^^'y '^^ bulk of the people of Francefubfifted by tillage and vine-dre/Iing.

p'c 01 r ranee

1590—About the year 1590 the invention ofthe telefcope or mvin?-glafs was difcovered, which is juftly efteemed one of the moft ufd landexcdlent difcovenes of modern times, though produced b^merech .0"
The common account is. that two children of one Janfon a Scle rmker at Middleburg in Zealand, being at play in tLir fadferC fh n 3lookmg t rough two pieces of glafs which iere at fomj fmal iw;from each other, the weathercock of the church neeple app. rtlthem unufually large, and much nearer. Of this thev iJw v 1 .their father, who furprifed alfo at fi.-ft. „.ade the exiidm^tn of 'fi

°
-

;'n[" .H^''"' '^^f^^
^''''''' ^'^^^^ ^' cylinders.^foTs Iv ^Z^^be placed nearer or farther at pleafure. Tanfon verv fnm i i 'l

Afcovcry fo much, tha, he prLued a tSefcoy 2^=lt S"W uPrmce Maur.ce. and another ,o the archduke Albert. WoTon Hn lisRcfleflions upon antient and modem learning) relates Zlt PHn^Maurice, conjefturing that they might be of sreat ufe in J,r Ir^htm ,„ conceal his fecret; and for that reaforhL name Ta 'fo littfe

^ZVw' ""!''"
l'"'

'^""' ""' G"»"i Voffius hrever heard any

tef'teti^oifXSo;t;:i^^^^^^^^

isftbii-tiut'fiuscxr^
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Ifaac Newton was the inventor of the refltding felefcope, confining oi
fpecula or mirrors, inflead of lenfes, which has been fince much im-
proved, and is much more exad and ufeful than refrading oiics. The
microfcope, which mr.gnifies the fmalleft objedl fo as to be diftindtly

viewed; was difcovered in the year 1631; and it is faid this happened
both in Naples, and Holland at the fame time •.

By the telefcopc aftronomy is brought to a degree of perfedion un-
attainable by the antients. Navigation (and confequently commerce)
is likewifc much aflifled from a mo e pefffed difcovery of the heavenly
bodies ; and whole volumes have been publiflied on the amazing dif-

coveries made by the help of the microfcope.

We have the beft authority for fixing the date of the firft manufacture
of fail-cloth in England in the year 1590, being the preamble to an adt

of parliament, [i Jac. I, c. 33] reciting, that, 'whereas the cloths
' called mildemix and powel-davies, whereof fails and other furniture
' for the navy and (nipping are made, were heretofore altogether
* brought out of France and other parts beyond fea, and the (kill and
* art of making and weaving of the faid cloths never known or ufed in
' England until about the ^26. year of the reign of the 'ate Qiieen
' Elizabeth, about what time, and not before, the perfect u.c or (kill of
* making and weaving of the faid cloths was attained to, and fince prac-
* tifed and continued in this realm, to the great benefit and commodity
' thereof,* &c.

As we ft: 11 excel all the nations upon earth both in naval power and
in maritime commerce, every thmg relative to either (hould, as far as is

pradlicabie, come to us at the firft hand. Yet, though it may feem
fomewhat ftrange that a nation in thofe days, very far from being emi-
nent in (hipping, fljould have fo long fupplied us with this great article,

it ought to be confidered that they were, in thofe days and long before

we fell into it, eminent for the manufadure of many kinds of excellent

cloths made both of flax and hemp; and that perfedion, in almoft

every art, is not to be attained but by very flow degrees.

The ftates-general of the United Netherlands wrote to Queen Eliza

beth, complaining of the great and exce(five damages done to th.2ir mer-
chants and people by her ftiips of war, as well in her ports as on the

feas, in their return homewards from the weftern parts, (i. e. Spain and
Portugal), amounting, as by vouchers, to 1,600,000 florins. They
fubjoin, that the people of the United provinces do not depend either

on the intrinfic riches or extent of their country, both being very in-

confiilerable , but their whole dependence is on their navigation and
traflSc, which muft be inviolably fuppoited, otherwife their merchants

will withdraw into other countries, and the ftates will be rendered ut-

* Mr Anilerfon might have alfu found the inrcxtion of the microfcope afcribed to ZacbariBt Jinfoa

by ao author quoted "-y Wotlon, p. 180, M^

i
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terly incapable of carrying on the prcfent war againft'he kineofSoiin .

that at th,s very time their n.ips. failing towards the W.li, aJto France'

ruW T^'u^' ""'r^'^'^
'?"°'"" *"^ ™°^« P'l'^S^^ ^"d robbed by the qC^enNfubjeas. who are fo cruel as to oblige the Hollanders, ^vhom they ^roHogive

1 o them under their hands, tlut the goods thty a^e robbed ,f

DL'SnJ;^"'^"'^^^^'™^*^'^ ^"«"^' andinfine' ratthe^'t:pie can no longer endure (uch cruel ufage. which will in the eid^edound to the difadvantage of her dominion, .-wherefor. they ur.e her"to a fpeedy and effedual redrefs, &c, ^ ^
r.,n° V^*i?

coniplaints the queen's council replied, that fuch as hadreally fufFered dam«ge. had either already had fatisfadion or (houldhaveu. upon proper application; and that the queen would Wlv
n^esTti: rt-^r;Jr/or^"^- - -'- -^^^^
The captures which the ftates called robberies were the rnnr^^.,-

alLances With Great Bntam, and much more when in a ftate of neu!
- am^rable a^d m»n'''

""" """'^ '° P'""^""'" ^"^*^"<^«' ^'<^'^^^ they re...dmerame, and many very recent ones too
'

with the'flr/nJln"' T°' ^ ^'"°'?^ ^°y"Se was made from Londonwitn tne lame (hip and pmnace as in the year i cRR f« R^„ „ a r-
• '

home Guinta pepper, elephants teeth nfl' nf 1 7 brought

cloth made of[heba;k of trees
•

°^^ °^ P^^"^' <=°"o" cloth, and

mJch'.mT'"" " ^"""W^ «•"- the gallant behaviour often Enelilh

torruones) was now brought u^der the RuffiariUnX.'t having

Vol. II.
'^*'^'""- i^'S"/"""! iiPurcias, P.yu,c. ^, } a.-JJH,

B b
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been hitherto unknown to Ruflia, as lying in a violently-cold climate,

oppofite to Nova Zembla. Thofe new tributaries are now faid to have
agreed to pay two fable fkins yearly per head to the czar, whereby the

trade to Ruflia was greatly increafed.

The country of Siberia lying fouth of Samoieda had been difcovered

and reduced a little before this time, and has fince been greatly im-
proved, and thereby has confider^bly increafed the revenue of Ruflia,

not only from their fine furs of many kinds, but from their excellent

iron-works, as alfo from their fliurgeon, falmon, 8tc. in great quantities,

to the confiderable increafe of the commerce of Ruflia.

Queen Elizabeth now farmed her cufloms at L42,ooo, and afterwards

at L5o,ooo, to Sir Thomas Smith, who had long had them at the rent

of Li 4,000. Such an advance is a good evidcnpe of the great increafe

of the commerce of England. Mifo;

Till about this time, fays Sir Philip Medows, (in his excellent Obfer-

vations concerning the dominion and fovereignty of the fcas) from

the Memoirs of the duke de Sully, the whole naval ftrength of the

crown of France was about half a dozen of fliips of war (fuch as they

were) at Breft and Rochel, and about a fcore of galleys in the Mediter-

ranean. But this kiag (continues he) drefled a new plan of the French

monarchy ; and though his great defigns were interrupted by an imma-
ture death, and alfo by a fucceeding minority, yet the great Cardinal

Richlieu refumed it again. He tirll taught France that the fleur de

luces could flourifli at fea as well as on land, and adorned the fterns of

his new-built ihips with this prophetic infcription :

•' Florent quo(]ue lilin ponto."

Queen Elizabeth, knowing the good efFtcIs of a potent navy, made
fcverul prudent re^ulutions therein. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval hiflory,

relates, ' that ftie afligned L8970 yearly for the repairs of her fleet.'

How mean fuch a fum would be thought at prefent for fuch a purpoi'e

needs not to be obferved ; her own fliips (as we have feen) were but

few ; and money in thofe days went much farther for all things than

in our days.

It is undoubtedly true that the number, wealth, and fplendour of

large and populous cities are in general the beft, fymptoms of the ftate

of commerce every where ; neverthclefs, in great arbitrary monarchies,

as in France, Ruflia, Turkey, Pcrfia, &c. the cities, which are the ufual

refidence of their monarchs, and of their courts, nobles, guards, &c.

m.iy be large and fpleiidid without having a generally-profperous com-

merce in their refpedivc countries. Giovanni Botero, an eminent Ita-

lian author, who about this time wrote aii excellent fmall treatife on

the caufcs of the magnificence and greatnefs of cities, gives us the

feveral caufes or means of making cities great and magnificent ; fuch
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as. the commodious fuuation. good foil and roads, deep and fafe havensand rivers colonies, good government, fchoos, privileges nduftry &c All which, though neceflarily conducive\rmake 'a "retand rich city, will never attain the end without commerce and mfnufadures and foreign or maritime trade where it can be had WnJ
no;,S.'T

°^ ^^^^«-^°-' ('-y^ he) the greateft. rLheft and mo|populous IS France, contammg 27,000 parifhes, and ,5 miUi;ns ofZpie
;

fo fertile by nature, and fo rich through the induftry of her l^
IflCT'

'" ?P any other country
; and by means of tCrefider;of the kings of fo mighty a kingdom fo long at Paris, that city is become the greateft m Chnftendom, comaining about 450 00?people"What .adds IS remarkable, though furely not ftridlytrur even then'md much lefs fo m our days, at leaft with relation^o England vi"'thekmgdoms of England, Naples, Portugal, and Bohemia asalfoiheearldom of Flanders, and the dukedom of Milan, are fta4s LTmZ

oTlhlT'^
^"''"''^- ^"? P°"^^ '' ^° ^^^^ ''' cities where n tie prbc^s"of thofe fame countries have for any long time made their refidencehave been, in a manner, alfo alike, as London Naples Liihon Pr.

Milan, and Gaunt, which have each of them more or lefs ifiA noo^"''habitants •. But Lifbon is indeed fomewhat k^gL hat'the ;:r bv"n^eans of the commerce of Ethiop. (i. e. Africa) India, and Brafd 'asthkewife London, by means of the wars and troubles n Uie Low counnes
;
and Naples is. within thefe thirty years, grown as gTeatTgain ";

It was. In Spain there is not a city of any fach creatneA Llr} u
cau e It has been, till of late, divided into^div^^frTel^^^^^^^^
par ly through want of navigable rivers, to bring fo great a quan itv of

neonl. Tr'"- "^""'P^^''^. ^^^ maimaining an exiaofdfn
, y3 r of

p£k;jj::i:;^-s-id^^i^^^

iiKins ot the former long nliilence of the kh,™ of Smi„ ,K i
' ^

c.ty) n,,y compare with its ..obleft cities ; an flfo MnSr S'i, „n fh In"

eet'i^e'r" r""™'"^
increafing by the cot.rt whieh Ki";^ i,;

vogrod .md Mofcovv, are the mofl eminent cities, as Imvine heL uthree- the feats ot their great dukes, though at this day MoLw the^
^^•^_I. mua b. obf„vcd, .>,a, .he <,.o.ati..,. a. h„c taken f.om „,e Engllft, t.,fl„;.,, ^,„,, ,,

K 1> 2
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prefent refidence, is fo great and populous as to be reckoned one of
the four cities of the firft rank in Europe, which are Mofcow, Conftan-
tinople, Paris, and Lifbon. In Sicily, Palermo is the chief, being equal
to cities of the fecond rank in Italy *. Rome, whofe majeily exceedeth
all the world, would fhe not be more like a defart than a city, if the

pope held not his refidence therein, with the greatnefs of his court, the
concourfe of ambafladors, prelates, princes, v^ith an infinite number of
people ferving both him and them ; if, with magnificent buildings,

conduits, fountains, and ftreets, it were not glorioufly adorned j and if,

with all thefe means, it did not draw and entertain fuch a numbti of
merchants, tradefmen, fhopkeepers, artificers, workmen, and labourers ?

IB. ii, <:.!.]

In B. ii, c. 2. he inquires, ' what the reafon is, that cities, once
* grown to a certain greatnefs, increafe not onward according to that
' proportion ?' After remarking on the increafe and decreafe of old

Rome, he fubjoins, and in like manner, fince it is 400 years [i. e. 572
years from this year 1762] fince Milan and Venice had as many people

as they have at this day, how comes it to pafs that the multiplication

goes not onward accordingly ? Some anfwer, that plagues, wars, deaths,

&c. are the caufes : but this gives no fatisfadion, becaufe thefe have
always been. Others give a more trifling anfwer, viz. God governs the

world ; which we know was alfo always ifl. My anfwer may not only

ferve for cities, but alfo for the univerfal theatre of the world : I fay then,

that the augmentation of cities proceeds partly out of the virtue gene-

rative of men, and partly out of the virtue nutritive of cities. Now,
forafmuch as men are at this day as apt for generation as they were in

the times of David or Mofes, if there were no other impediment, the

propagation of mankind would increafe without end, and the augment-
ation of cities would be without term ; and if they do not increafe /«

infinitum, I muft needs fay it proceeds from the defed of nutriment and
fuftenance fufficient for it, which are gotten either out of their own ter-

ritories or elfe from foreign countries. Now, to have a city great and
populous, it is necefiary that viduals may eafily be brought into it, and
that fuch city have the means for that end, by overcoming all obfta^

cles. Now, that greatnefs which depends on remote caufes, or hard

means, cannot long endure, and every man will feek his advantage and

cafe where he may find it beft : great cities are more fubjed to dearths

than fmall ones ; and plagues afliid them more grievoufly and frequently,

and with a greater lois of jieople. So that although men were as apt to

generation in the height of old Roman greatneli as in the firft beginning

thereof, yet for all that the people increafed not proportionably, becaufe

* By cities of the fecoad rank in Italy, he underftaods fuch as contain under an hundred thouTand

mhabitanti.
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the virtue nutritive of that city had no power to go farther ; and in fuc-
ceflion of time, the inhabitants finding much want, and lefs means to
fupply the fame either forbore to marry, or elfe fled their country ; and
for rhe fame reafons, mankind, grown to .. certain complete number
hath grown no farther

; and it is 3000 years or more that the earth was
as fullof people as at prefcnt ; for the fruits of the earth, and the plenty
of visual, do not fuffice to feed a greater number. Man firft propa
gated m the Eaft, and thence fpread far and near ; and having peopled
the continent, they next peopled the iflands; thence they pafTed into
Europe, and laft of all to the new world. The barrennefs of foilsv fcarcity
of necefTanes, mundations, earthquakes, peftilences, famines, wars &chave occafioned numberlefs migrations ; and even the very driving out by
force of the younger people, and in many countries the felling of thern
for flaves, m order to make more room for fuch as remained ; all which
are the let and flay that the number of men cannot increafe and grow
immoderately.. e'v^w.

At this time, according to the fame author, the city of Paris far ex-

l^^^fyA "T^^'' °^fr?^^'
^"""^ ''' abundance of all things, all other

cities of Chriflendom, Mofcow excepted ; and Lifbon was the next great-

It^nll T'"^?T.
^''^' ^^ ^^ prefent age fee London exceedany of them all, unlefs Paris, according to fome, fhould be excepted.The fame Botero, ftill fpeaking of the caufes of the greatnefs of cities,

oblerves, that it is. not one particular advantage alone that will eCTed
fuch greatnefs, but the many before-named advantages concurring;

^

alfo ornaments (hke thofe truely grand ones of Rome. Venice &c i

' fnf f?? °^tk' P-^S"^
of carriage andfruitfulnefs- of the neighbour-

. f. >
Piedmont^hath plenty of corn, cattle, wines, tnd exr

cellent fruits, and yet hath not one great city : and the like in £ng-
land, London excepted;, for although it abounds in plenty of all good
things, yet there is not another city in it that deferves to be called
great: as may alfo be faid of France, Paris excepted, which city

. dZ^l"'
''''°' ^""*'*^^ ^ '^^ fruitfullefl part of'that great king^

f Ik^u"!''^'^
"^^^

^^^f ^^ ^"^^^^ ^ g^"^"l afTembly of the deputiesof the Hanfe towns, at which thofe of Roftock, Danrzick, Bremen^ andHamburgh, were prefent, where they treated of their rights imiiuni
t.es. &c. which they alleged the queen of England duyly 4irvored
to impair; whereupon they font letters to hcrNvrittenVitirgreatS
int queen ma contemptuous manner anfwered tholb letters, telling

«.a! the coafts of the Baltic
; /a/t, made hy 'the

licai of the fun on the (hoie of the McJiterraiicaii,

. - - — —'ppin^i and iiie export-
alion of the articl.-s of thii fourth claf. it iiicrcdi.
bly great. lJi,/jf,ut. Ca//,,,j,, J73,] J/.
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them, that although they had written to her 'vlth fo little refpccft, (he
imputed that rather to their amanuenfis, or fecretary, than to them-
felves ;

at the fame time letting them know how much (he defpifed
their menaces. [T'buam Hiji. L. lOO.]
Some members of the Englifh TurVey, or Levant, company, having,

about the year 1584, carried part of their cloth, tin, &c. from Aleppo
to Bagdat, and thence down the river Tygris to Ormus in the Perfian
gulf, and thence farther to Goa, for an attempt to fettle a trade to
Eaft-India over land, for that end carried the queen's recommendatory
letters to the king of Cambaya, and to the king of China. They found
the Venetians had fadtories at all thofe places, and were therefor great
enemies to this attempt of the Enghfh, who, however, foon after travel-

led to fundry other places in India, and to Agra, the great Mogul's
capital; alfo to Labor, to Bengal, to Pegu, Malacca, &c. and return-
ed by fea to Ormus, and fo up the Tygris to Bagdat, Bir, and Aleppo,
and laftly to Tripoly in Syria, and failed thence in an Englifh fhip to
London this year ( 1 591), having made many ufeful remarks and dif-

coveries on the nature of the Eaft-Ir.uia commerce, preparatory to their
intended voyage by fea to India, now ^dually going out.

We now find the firft inftance recorded in the Foedera of an exclufive
patent for the fole right of printing and publilhing a book granted bj
the queen to Richard Wright of Oxford, authorizing him to publish an
Englifh tranflation of Tacitus, and prohibiting all others from printing
the fame during his life, or importing any Englifh tranflation whatever
of Tacitus from beyond the fea •. {Fadera, V. xvi, p. 96.]

Chriftieru IV, king of Denmark, inanfwer to Queen Elizabeth's com-
plaints of exadions from the Englifti merchants, with refped to the toll

• Tills En<;li(li tranflation of Tacitus has clcap-

ed the rcfearches of the laborious Fabricius. And
ftveral earlier exclufive grants for printing paiticu-

l.:r books have cfcnped Mr. Aiiderfoii.

In the year 15^4 Henry VIII gave the uni.

verfity of Camh: -djje the privilege of appointing

three ilationers and printiis, natives or foreigners,

who might print and fell all books licenced by the

chancellor of the uiiiverlity, or his deputies. But
he divei not fiy (hat nobody elfc fhall print or fell

the boakp. [Frrrleni, I', xfv, y^. 543. ]

15^9.—Hr dircclci Lord Crunwell to fnperin-

tend t!io printing of the Engliih Bible, aiul gdve
the exclufive privitegf* of prliitliig ic fir five years

t.i any pirlons who lliould be appointed by him.

[Fader.i, V. xiv, p. 649.]
1542.—Tiie la.ne king gave Anioiiy Marlar,

citizen ant! Iiabeidalhtr ol London, the exclufive

privilege nf printing the I'ihlf in Engliih for four

years. [/•'o,/f/j, V. xiv, />. 74^.]

1547 —Edward VI gtve Re^nnald Wolf for

life the olTice of his printer and boikfeller for

l.it ii, Gicek, and Hcbrtiv, books, for grammar!.

and for maps and charts, with a falary of Li : 6 : 8
a-year j and he prohibited all other priotera from
invading his privilege. [Fai/era, V. xv, p. 150.]

1551.—Laurence Torrentinc, a German, print-

er to Cofmo duke of Florence, having printed an
edition of JulHnian's Pandcdls from the celebrated

copy, which had been prefcrved at Pifa (but pre-
vioufly at Amalfi) King Edward pit>liibited alt

bis fubjcfts from reprinting it, either without, or
with, notes or additions, for the fpacc of feven

years. [Fai/era, /•'. xv, ^. 255.]
None of thcfe grantu were to the authors. But,
12th March 1363, Qiietn Elizahctli granted to

Tli<>'Ti;is Coopvr of Oxford, and his aUigns, the
fole right of printing and puolifliing iiis dictionary,

entitled ' Thtfaurus ulnufi/ue /in^ut Latin* el liri-

' tunn'icn,' for tw'ilve years, and prohibited all a-

bridgeiiients or other attempts to plratv the work.

[^/'aJira, V. xv, A. 6i!<.] This is clearly n hlerary

property veiled 111 the author ; and it is, if I mil-

take not, the eaillcll certain inftance of it upon
record in Gieat Britain. M.
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fnnJ^'p^^rr;!' ^"^''^"^^i'l H'
colledors, and in his turn complained ofW Enghrti piraces. who frequently robbed his fubjeds of theT ft.insand merchandize

;
which violences were fo heinous and ntderablethat he could neither conceal nor endure them longer. He thereforrequefted file would forthwith redrefs them, and thfreby prevent his

Probably the fe.zures of the Danifh fbips. carrying na^al (lore si^/nSpam, were the fubjed of his remonftrance.
^

' ^^ '°

company for their refiaence there. He tells the aueen thn .K ^^

The Hanfe towns endeavoured to force the town of Elbin^ in Pmfr

to part wi h fo advantageous a branch of commerce Thev fh^r^

elfe in Poland. [fM.ra. V. xvi .T ,7, f/,'
^"""S' <" ^^^ "-here

loft fo many men by ficknefs near the Cape of Good Hope tharthey

i.n;dSi:r(&^;;s:;,)XS^ai^ ^- E,.gn,«,iphavi„gpa„.a .he Cape ofGood



200 A. D. 1591.

were obliged to fend one of their (hips home, and proceeded vthh only
two to India ; moreover, in a ftorm beyond that cape, they loft com-
pany of Captain Raymond in the principal Ihip, which was never heard
of more. So that only Captain Lancafter's fhip arrived in India, which
alfo met with many grievous misfortunes : and on her return, failing to
the Weft-Indies, whilft the captain and moft of his men went on ftiore

to look for provifions on an uninhabited ifland, fix of the failors ran
away with the fliip; and at the end of three years this unfortunate cap-
tain was brought home, feveral of his men having periflied for want at

that place.

The Portuguefe, who had fettled at Angola, having been routed in a
battle with the natives, applied to the king of Spain for frefli affiftance,

to enr.ble them to complete iheir conquefts.

Sevtral gallant achievements of the Englifti happened in this year
againft the ftiipping, towns, &c. of Spain in America and elfewhere. as

related long fmce fully by fo many others ; but beyond all was that
unparalleled refiftance made by the gallant Sir Richard Greenville, in
the queen's ftiip the Revenge, in which he fuftained a cruel engagement
for fifteen hours againft fifteen great Spanifh galleons, at the Azores,
till his ftiip had neither men nor ammunition for defence any longer,
and the<-efor yielded, as it is finely related by Sir Walter Raleigh,
The temporary Guinea company of England now made a third

voyage, and traded with the natives with iron-ware, &c. in exchange
for elephant's teeth, hides, &c.

This year a fleet of ftiips failed from St. Malo for Canada, where the
French had been fettled long before. They were wont in thofe times
to fifti at the ifles in the bay of St. Laurence for morfes, or fea-horfes,

whofe teeth were then fold much dearer than ivory, though now efteem-
ed of little value ; they alfo made much oil from thofe animals. The
colonifts being fupported from France, the country became well peopled
near the north bank of the vaft river St. Laurence, where there are
fundry towns, forts, and improvements ; infomuch that the Baron La-
hontan, who had been governor there, and publiflied an account of the
country, computes the French inhabitants to be 180,000 perfons, which
furely is rather too many. Lahontan mentions a kind of prophecy or
forefight in the Canadians, that th^ir colony would one day be conquer-
ed by New-England, &c. which, to our comfort, has proved true.

1593.—In the year i 593, two of Queen Elizabeth's own fliips of war
joined in partncrftiip with lome merchant fiiips *, fitted out by Sir

Walter Raleigh, and commanded by Sir John Boroughs, Sir Martin
Frobiftier, and Sir Robert Crofs. They firft took a Bifcayner of 600
tons, laden with iron ftores for the Weft-Indies; next they forced a

• It WM then cuftumary for the royal fliips to join with the adventurers of Londcm, Briftul, &c.
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great £aft-India carrack on fhore at thp A,r.r-. i

foon after they met with the greatei^^:t^n;t!ft%^"^ ^"^"^ ^

homeward bound, of 1600 tons w rh^,nt^
^-afl-India carracks.

which they took/ thougrCh'Telt flauX'"'
'^^. ^^ ^'^^' ^«™>

Dartmouth, where Oie furprifed Khf f^w L ' ^^ '^T''^
^'' i"^°

ever leen in England. TlTciJn Zi?J ^7% ^^^"^ ^^e Jargeft fhip
coes. filks, goldfpea;], ^ "'f°

.'^^'^fi^'ng of the ncheft fpices. cali-

&c/n^derafelyVEdatL?^;oo:"r'7'^ r^'^^'^A
^'^^^'-^y wood,

ers, of whom Lqx'fcnJ^'Z^r'J^^ 'T"^" '^'' ^^^'^"^"^I

menfe foreign richer^leadv ...
P''"^^''; ^^"^ PoA^ffion of fuch im-

the Ea.anlies;tr./ri^^^^^^^^^^ - go dire^.y to

key^rthe'-L" an' ^ ThrforSTn? ^^"^ ^fT ^"^ ^ ^^^^^ ^T-
1581. muft have expired in ,Ts 8 v^thd'

""'^ ^"' ^'"^" ^^^^^ ^'"^"^

in Hakluyt. who is in other refpeds'^an1.^ "^^u''
^^ ^"^ ^^ing

renewed till this vear when fifi
''? '^'"^'' ^^^^ " was again

recites, that Sir Edward (^{hr..r. ru u
Patent tor twelve years. It

one ye'ar), wfllttHarbfrn \f,ttc' ^7''' ^'^ 6^^ governor for
trade to Turkey, at their grea'tcoft .nH*. ,"?' °"/ eftabliflied the
Zanr. Cephaloni;. Candia and otlfer V T'^' ^^""^ '^'''' ^° Venice,
incrcafe of the c >mme^; 'nd m n ^fT^" 'Vv""?'°"^' ^" '^e great.

queen now incorporates tLmbrhn^roftlt"''"^ '
"'"^^^^^ ^^'^

pany of merchants of theU™ rtrt
governor and com-

be eleded yearly. The U.nhs ^f 't, fh neT^o^t"n T. ^''If^"^-
^°'

territories ; II) The dominions nf !ul ^"^"f"
^o be I) The Venetian,

and laftly, through his coZri5 '^'^ ^rand figmor by land and fea
;

difcovered by Jolm Newberry rX^^ to Eaft-India, a way latei;

patentees, theii^ Tons, ap^re Jc'el a1;nt'VS
'''^ ^^'^ ^'^^

trade thither for twelvi years !!mavm/f''"'i
'^^^/^^'''^^tS' Solely to-

vernment. If their {hipVZ7oZ7{^^lYa"'"' r"' '^f''
«"°^ 6°"

may draw back the cuftomthfrh.rM^^''".''' ^^^' '^'^ company
thirteen months al ow" d S e-ex r^'^ ^% ^^ ^^'"^- ^'"» '^^ve

bring home, without pav^^g anTiXlr nf ll^'
merchandise they

they belong folelv to FnS ^ cuitoni tor fuch re-exportat on, fo as- '

^M3s. with oXaLe aSt.m^^^^^ "^Tr"^
'"^^"'^' ^'-^ ^-^

"n^ mariners, fhall be freZpeZt ed t ^T' '''^ ^'^^ ^°° ^"g"
twelve years

; provided tlm if V n f "' '" ''"'" '^""'^g ^^^ ^^^d
Hon for tlioie fourS thm , ^"f" ^' ^" '^^'' ^^ ^^'^ ^^ '>^ve occa-
admiral, that t^c^Tn ca^otCe it'L"IT'^ T'^^'^. V^^

^^^
the realm, the company llnlltrbeL fin f

'^^ ^'^"^ '^^ ''^^^'^^^ of.

fliall return home. ThVcompar v 1^ "^ "' ""^'* ^^^ ^'^^y-

place in the tops of the r SthI^ Tv ' .'^T™^" ^^^^- ^"^ ^ay
^»'hite ov.r theW a bemofor rl? f ^^^^'f"?'

^^'"^ a red crofs in
Vol. II.

'
^«^"°*o^ they have uled. No other fubjeas-
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(hall trade within the company's limits. And whereas the ftate of Ve-

nice has of late increafed the duties on Englifh merchandize carried thi-

ther, and on Venetian merchandize exported from thence in Englifti

ihips ; for redrefs thereof, the queen forbids the fubjeds of Venice, and

all others but this company, for the faid twelve years, to import into

England any of the fruits called currants (being the raifins of Corinth),

or wines of'Candiu, unlefs by the company's licence under their feal,

upon pain of forfeiture of fhips and goods, half to the queen and half

to the company, and alfo of imprifonment ; provided always, that if

the Venetian Itate fhall take off the two new imports, then this rcftraint

touching currants and wines of Candia fhall be void. The company

may admit to be new members any who fliall have been employed as

their favors, &c. And the queen gives leave for eighteen perfons more

(three of whom to be aldermen of London, by her herein named) to be

of the faid company, upon each of then paying L130 to this company

towards their part charges in eftablifhing the faid trades. Members not

conforming to the rules, payments, and regulations of the company,

fhall forfeit their right to be of the faid company, whereupon the com-

pany may eledt others in their ftead. If this patent fhall hereafter ap-

pear to the queen not to be profitable to her or to the realm, the:i, up-

on eighteen months notice, it fhall ceafe and determine. And, on the

other fide, if, at the expiration of the faid twelve years, this trade fhall

appear to be advantageous, then this company may, on their petition

to the queen, have a new grant of twelve years more. Dated the 7th

of January, in the 34th year of her reign.

N. B. There was formerly a particular branch of this company, which

was called the Morea company, and which traded with a joint ftock.

But this general Turkey company has from the beginning been only

what is called a regulated company.

In the fame year, Sir Walter Raleigh had formed a deiign on the

Spanifh Weft-Indies, and alfo to furprife the port of Panama in the

fouth fea ; but that enterprife, like very many fuch, was fruftrated by

contrary winds. The immenfe riches annually brought home by the

Spanifli and Portuguefe fleets from the Eaft and Weft Indies occafion d

fo many attempts of the Englifti to intercept them, that though Raleigh

was now difappointcd of his defign on the Weft-Indies, yet the great

Eaft-lndiacarrack before mentioned made amends for his expenfe of the

equipment of fifteen Ihips for the Weft-India expedition.

Whilft thofe entcrpriies were made beyond lea, our general com-

merce occalioviing a gradual increafe of the luburbs of London, the hii-

mour of difnril apprehenfions therefrom, which had moved Queen Eli-

zabeth to ifTu; a proclamation againft it in the year 1580, in this year

infeded the parliament fo flir as to enad, 1) That no new buildings

fliould be ereded within three miles of London or Weftminfter. II)
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be in the placefaS"d IV) fi ommom'"
"'

T'^^'"^"'
'^""'^

within th4 miles of London (iouWnoX^nd^^^^^^ ^^''"^

added. V) That the length of a ftatute mile fo/ rh. f^ '^.^'".^ ^"»
eight furlongs, each furlong conta nine Cvol^ ^""^^ ^«
pole to contain fixceen feet'and a hTfIn kn^h^ ^^

""^^^

washereby to contain 1760 yards in length.^ [35 i^^*' T^?^^
"^^''

in their ref^S couTrnes -^

the lan^^d" '^^T'^^
^^' provfions/scc.

ftand their ?^ue inter^H chtt e 'fnlThS i" °"^/P
""^-

fort of complaints, although the f^urbs of T-H T ^"'^'Ti
^"^^

timesas large as they were thrn-l,^.- •
^°"^°" ^e at leaft four

the country^fettlingfn London c^nTffn^'
'' ' ^"''^^ '^^' P^^'Pl* ^'^m

ably more in quandty and better i^r'" "%'^^ "°"^""^^ ^°"fi<^er-

i^c/ures. &c. prod^^Si^the countrv^^K ^^K°V^'
provifions, manu-

could have di^e. had th^ytmred^ht" ^'^ ''"' """^'^^^ ^^^P^P'^

for^Trl!Smt?L;7 frfit'^'"
'^""'^

^"^^^P"«"« George Clif-

by him and his l^iTes'; IZ ':^^S:^^'J^^^f^^}'^
to be vidualled and manned at heir eLr'^*'

°^-^.^'"
T'^'^' "^ ^«^

The fpoilsfhe empowers 'he eaHrnH^^^^^^^
'"^ J^j^ '^ "'^^ ^^ «^ips-

the expdition. ^ "'^ '° ^'""'^^ ^"^""g^ the fubfcribers to

This fquadron, confifting of eleven fhin^ «r.,c ^-.a- 4
the Portuguele carracks bound to EaftS^^h^

to mtercept
went and facked the iflc of L-inr^r^ . r .

^'^'''"S of that, he
thence he fai. J to the Weft-Mes "^r f u'

^^"^^^^^ •'^^^- ^^^"^
xviih an intent to fettle at i md to Zt '^\'^'' '^^^ ^^ ^'""o ^i^".
future euterprifes aglft th^W '' '^^ f^^'^P'* "^^*°" ^^' ^is

turned o.t alLa inhSanL' bn^^feJUthteCU''^ ^'^^^'"^•

forty days, whereupon he returned home wSVLf l^ot fhin'
l"''^ ^"

The plague beme now in rh^ rit-u «f i j ,
•

"lan glory.

that city, though now dwindled into IZu
/Bartholomew fair in

Whereas the fifknefs is iT^und ; l^races nl' /"li'^^^f"'!
^^^ ^«^^°^« ^

vent its being communicatero ^Ker"m ^f .h^^S^^ ' ^° P^^"
prolubus the keeping of Bartholon ew^Sr there iS^' ^^ «P''5%
general refort of all kinds of oeonle nJlJ'

bemg wont to be a

2pt in the ufuril place of
c 2
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Bmithfield for any wares, nor ftalls or booths for merchandize t but the

open place of Smithfield (hould this year be only for thc' fale of horfes

ond cattle, and of ftall-wares, as butter, cheefe, and fuch like, in groli,

and not by retail, and for two days only. And for the vent of woollen

cloths and linen cloth., to be fold in grofs, and not by retail, the fame

ihould be all brought within the clofe yard of St. Bartholomew's *,

where (hops are there continued, and have gates to (hut the fume place

in the night-time ; and this to continue but three days. The fale of

leather to be kept in the outfide of the ring of Smithfield, as hath been

accuftomed, without erefcmg any {hops or booths for the fame. [Fex-

4era, V. xvi,/>. 213] At this time it is faid that the account of the

^umbers dying weekly in London began to be kept, though it was not

^ill the year 1663 that the weekly bills of mortality were regularly kept,

thofe at this time being only taken occafionally, on account of the

•plague. 't!n,j u

Some Engllfh fhips now made a voyage to Cape Breton, at the en-

irance of the bay of St. Laurence, for morfe and whale fifhing (fays

HaHuyt), which is the firft mention found of the later fiftiery by the

Englifli ; and although they found no whales there, tht-y however found

on an ifiand 800 whale-fins, where a Bifcay fliip had been loft three

-years before ; and this too is the firft mention of whale-fins or whale-

bone by the Englifti. '

By the trade to Archangel, the Englifti were now well acquainted

with the northern feas, where they carried on a great fiflung, or hunt-

ing rather, for morfes (as tlie Ruffians called them f), beyond the North

cape at Cherry ifland, fo named from Alderman Cherry, but called by

.the Dutch Bear ifle. But it feems thofe amphibious creatures became

afterwards fo ftiy, that the moment they faw any man they ran into the

Tea ; whereupon the Englifti fell into the whale fiftiery, though not quite

fo early as this time.

It was enaded, that when wheat did not exceed the price of 20/" per

quarter, peas and beans 13/4, barley and malt 12/ per quarter, they

might be exported in Englifti ftiips, paying cuftom, 2/ tor wheat, and

1/4 for the other grain per quarter. [35 Eli%. c. y.]

I ^cj4. The parliament of Scotland now pafled an ad, that in refped

of the great dearth and fcarcity of flefli meat, the time of Lent ftiould

be aitenained, viz. from the ift of March to the ift of May inclufi^e;

during winch no flefti meat ftiould be fold nor eaten but by fick per-

fons ; neither throughout the reft of the year ftiould flt-fti meat be eaten

on Wedncldays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Moreover, neither lambs nor

calves under a year old ihould be fluiu before Whi.iunday yearly. This

» Tliat clofe y«rd of St. Bartliolomcw's ia now t The Englifli c:.'l them fes-horfei, and the

called Clotli-faii;. D"tch and French, fca cows.
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^^" '^''^" fomewhat un-
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|

L^o^^f'-fl, *^. xvi, pp. 2.2,
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9
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• the Levant.' But neccdity obliging that people to tli* praftice of
commerce, ' they were obliged to try new ways of getting by feu to for

' diftant countrifs, in order to avoid meeting with the Spaniards and
* Portuguefc.' Being debarred from liiiling to the Eaft-indies by the

Cape of Good Hope, they determined to attempt a way thither by
ftccring firft north-cad, and then along the court of Turtary, in order

to rcrch China, Japan, India, &c. Accordingly, William Barents, with

three (hips, this year failed round Norway and Lapland, and to the

n«)rlh coaft of Nova Zembla, but could go no farther for the ice ; and

yet thofe who returned home retained great hopes of fuccefs wlien for-

ther trial (hould be made.
Captain James Lancafter was now fitted out with three (hips by fome

merchants of London, and was joined by fome Dutch and French free-

booters. They took thirty-nine Ihips from the Spaniards, and then at-

tacked the port of Fernambac in Brafil, and took the lower town and
Liven, driving the inhabitants to the upper town. There th?y loaded

fifteen fhips with the merchandize of a great Eaft-lndia carrack, which
had been wrecked there, and with fugar, Brafil wood, and cotton, and
returned home fafe. [Camden's Eiizabttby En^ii/h edition, 1635, P- 434-]

1595 The ftates c^ Holland, and Maurice prince of Orange, now
fent out Barents with (even rtiips on a fecond attempi for a north-eall

palRgt, through Waygat ''s ftraits, between the '".iiuh rtiore of Nova
Zembla and the north coaft of Samoieda ; but after many endeavours

to pafs the ftraits, they were fo obftruded by ice from the Tartarian

fea that they were obliged to return home this fame year.

In Sfype's edition of Stow's Survey of London, we find, that in con-

fequence of the calamitous dearth of corn in the preceding year, the

lord mayor ordered a furvey cf the number of poor houfekeepers with-

in his jurifdidion, which amounted to 4132 ; fo that, allowing them to

be about a Fourth part of all the hoiil'es in London, the whole might be

about ly.ocxj houfes, though at prel'ent about 24.,ooo. This increafe

is owing to fundry void i'paces being built up into ftreets and -curts

lince the reformation from popery, and alio later, fince the great cou-

flagration in the year 1666. This cannot be more clearly evinced than

by one fingle inftance, viz. that before the conflagration, all that large

court named Exchange-alley, fronting the fouth gate of the Royal ex-

change, quite through into Lombard-ftreet fouth, and into Birchin-lane

eaft, whereon are now fo many lofi;y edifices, was then but one fingle

merchant's houfe and garden ; and the like may be inftanced of I'undry

other places in the city. Yet, by the farther great incrtafe of com-
merce, the merchants and wholelale dealers of London now begin ra-

ther to leflen the number of houles, and confequently of inhabitants,

by turning many dwelling-hoviles irlto ftorc-houles for merchandize.

Moreover, by a late ftatuie [33 Geo. U] the city of Loudon is em-
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»

power .i to make new openings and ftreets therein, for the conveniencyand o .,.n;.nt thereof, m which a confiderable progr.fs ha, alreadyS
Fi'^^,1?.^

'"^'^'? °^*^^ ^"^"'^' °^ L°"'lo'» ^°^ard the clofe ofQueenElizabeth s reign demonftrate, the great increafe of th. comme^e ofEngland better thar a whole volume of fpeculative reafoufng It Ts n^materia to make different fedions thereof. ,nd therefor we EJve b-iueh^them all together, whether a little before or after this veer
^ ^

be buihTn t"'
'^°"' '^''! """" '^' «''?"'^^^ ^^^^'^ Spitalfieids began tobe built on for weavers. &c. as was alfo Hog-lane in that nart whi.khad lately had fair rows of elm-trees all along, no'v turned imo hl^r^.on both fules. from Houndfditch to WhitechVl ch^^ch

"'

• b;T.itVa7d%irS.
''' '''-'' ^'-°" - ^- - RadchrilS[^d^

•Northward the fuburbs have been lefs increafed than on the eaft

< tt i?'^"' 'J'k 't''
"^'^ "^ ^""^^^« ^bout this time on that fidealfo. Where the buddings on the weft fide of Smithfield ftand IZformerly a very large pond of water ; and where theTace caSed TheSheep-pens is. was a field with growing elms, and the place of cxecu!tion for criminals. Afterward, in King Henry VI's reien th v 1.^

fn^wV"^'
the fpace between the f.id'pond a'nd theS of^WeiI"(now TurrmiU brook), which runs inti Fleet-ditch • .nd StoZJrAchat pond was drained and built on and fo down tW a

;

called Cow-lane, and alfo Chick-laTe'. :::id Hofie^Lflc""fo th"!
^

Jhe^build:ngs there are fo increafed. that now reniaine^h not'one tl^e

Some other additions were made about Clerkenwell 5>hn-,f ^

to uie imall itic ot Weftmony, adjacent to the great iflmd of Irpl.n,l -t
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fifti at Iceland, the port of Weftmony alone excepted -, the fifliery of
that port being now, as well as antiently, appropriated for the ufe and
fervice of his own court. [Fxdera, V. xvi, p. 275.)

Sir Walter Raleigh having in the preceding year feut out a fliip for

making difcovcries in the country of Guiana, of which he had, unhap-
pily and fatally, formed very exalted ideas with refped to its immenfc
treifures and great cities, from falfe information, this year llailed thi-

ther himfelfwith feveral (hips, and many worthy and experienced gen-
tlemen and n:a>iners. He firft feized the fort on the ifle of Trinidad,

where he learned that Guiana extended above fix hundred miles up
from that cnafl: ; and there he alfo received abundance of frefh but very
falfe accounts of rich mines and great cities, and particularly the vaft

and rich city named F.l Dorado, or Manoa, the fuppofed capital of Gui-
ana, On this romantic prefumption, Raleigh, with an hundred men ia
boats, failed four hundred miles up the great river Oronoque, enduring
great fatigues for a whole month, but without meeting with ^ny great

city, though he faw many Indian nations on its banks : but it begin-

ning to fwell on account of the approach of their winter, he found him-
felf obliged to return to his fhips before he could reach that imaginary
golden city ; he is, however, faid to have brought back fome plates of
gold, which he had obtained from the bordering nations who traded

with Guiana. He had, it is faid, been encouraged to this attempt by
his coufin the lord admiral Howard, and by Sir Robert Cecil fecretary-

of flate, to whom he dedicated his account of it.

In this fame year, Sir Amias Prefton, with three fhips, burnt Porto
Santo at the Madeiras ; thence failing to the Weft-Indies, he deftroyed

fome of the Spaniards' towns there (poorly defended doubtlefs), and re-

turned home with fome booty, though probably lefs in value than the
expenfe incurred. And Sir Francis Drake, with fix of Queen EHza-
beth's own fhips, twenty-one p; ivate fhips and barks, and 2500 men,
failed from Plymouth to the Weft-Indies, where (the Spaniards know-
ing of their coming) he did but little execution againft their towns ; fo.

well had they now fortified almoft every where, being fufficiently warn-
ed by former difafters : there he fought with part of a Spanifli fleet

fent againft him, with little advantage. Next he attempted with 750
men t"* get crofs the ifthinus of Darien to Panama on the South fea, but
the Spaniards had fo fortified the roads that they were forced to come
back to their (hips. In their return homeward, both Sir Francis Drake
and Sir John Hawkins (two mofi gallant commanders) died at, and were
buried in, their element,—the fea.

The officers and failors of the Dutch fliij>s which had been fent laft

year to try a pafliiige by the north-eaft to China and India giving ftill

great hopes of being able to find fuch a pafiage, which they computed
would be about 2000 miles nearer tiian the ufual way^ the ftates-general.
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and the prince of Orange were encouraged to fend out feven (hips un-der Barents again, with all forts of merchandize, and with miney?otrade with, hoping to get through Waygat's ftraits. Their fmTlleft ft owas direded to return with the news of the other fix fhips havwSbledcape Tabin, which was counted the extreme point of Tartafv or n.leaft. when they fhould be gone far enough to ftee to the Jo^w^rdvvitliout being m danger from the ice ; but finding the famr> nl^r

'

tions in theftrah. and yet more at the farther enL'ft from he mo^^^^^^

.Td nfter th" 'h'hT""^/ °^ ^'^ ^^^^^^^^ ^-' they'retZ d t"Hotland after hey had been four months and an half on that vovaeeThe Hollanders find ng from their firft attpmnf ^}.V; •?
^^^e.

ly impraaicable to fail to^China and India byX tnLZ' Tr^"'^determmed this year to force their way thither by thfcape' of pfH

the^r biggeft and moft tkyX ^^ theyTumO nT ^'''' '"^

months, flufiied with fuccefs and hip WK 1?^ t^ [
twenty-nine

that rich coiony, they mehted F,ft I„T f ""i^^^
"""'^ P'""' ^y

cien. fuppUes f^; prrLvfng^^f^,;?/;^^' Tot^:i\Zt'%('^<^-fo certain, fays Gemelli that the Vi,;„ „f u' ' ,''= This is

in the mind of abfSely a^andinin
'

F,/l h""'?'.™ '^^'="' ""«
aries made him fenfiWc tia?"fr did f^ n'"',

"1"^' "'= "'='^'"'-

countries would again ll^.^^!^ nd' ma^om ^.'fa "t'Y^
u;ei;n*nirLsrhTtrss "i'F"^ -fe':^
too far afunder ,„ be effeaua y°fuc „„".? whifft'tr

""''""' "'"'^•

iV- fent out .26 n,s fw.fr f- '",'"' '"™ •"•"'• *"' '!'« end
;l.^,™nainder LS;^: t^d/STnr'-n.l/^-.'^T ^-^ '/"'tlo!(iier^; and uerc joined by a Dutch lm,.l, ^- V''° '•""'-

..« being under .hei.„n.,nand o" fJ f" .efa,:!"!''?,"'"!''' f''^^ f".-rd.
.
he gallant and luccefsfu, attacl. :!i!!n:^:^.^:^";i't::il

Dd



2TO A. D. 1596.

and ftrong port and city of Cadiz is in all our hiftories at large, and
therefor improper in this work to be enlarged on. There they burnt

and deftroyed much fhipping and more riches, and demolifhed all the

forts ; all which together were eftimated at twenty millions of ducats of

real lofs and damage to Spain. Much rich booty was brought home,
together with two gallebns and a hundred brafs cannon, and two hun-
dred other pieces of ordnance were either taken or funk in the fea.

Eleven of the king of Spain's beft (hips, forty-four merchant (hips, and
an immenfe quantity of naval ftores, ammunition, provifions, &c. were

deftroyed; and for ranfom of their lives they agreed to give hoftages

for the payment of 520,000 ducats. This, in fhort, was a very glorious

exploit, and did not a little raife the credit of the queen, and of her

naval and land-forces, as well as of her minifters and commanders. In

this attack the Englifh employed fix (hips of Lubeck and Dantzick to

board the Spanifti galleons, the admiral being unwilling to hazard the

queen's own {hips.

Neverthelefs, Philip, determined on making reprifals for fo great an

infult, difgrace, and lofs, aflembled his whole marine force at Lifbon,

with all the foreign (hips in his ports; as alfo a body of land-forces, and

many Irifli fugitives, intending an invafion either of England or Ire-

land. But a violent tempeft arifing, deftroyed the greateft part of his

fhips, whereby an end was put to the invafion for the prefent year.

Sir Anthony Shirly, after cruifing on the coafts of New Spain and

the Spanifti Weft-Indies, landed on the ifland of Jamaica, and having

plundered St. Jago de la Vega its principal town, left the ifland.

Sir Robert Dudley and others fent out three ftiips with intent to trade

to China, of which, and its rich commerce, the Englifti had heard fo

much. Wood, the commander in chief, had Queen Elizabeth's letters

to the emperor of China. But all that we 'know of this unfortunate

voyage is, that they never got fo far as Eaft-India ; but after encoun-

tering ftorms, ficknefs, and famine, were at length driven on the Spa-

uiHi Weft-Indies, having only four men left alive, who were made pri-

leners, and their fliips feized. [Purcbas, B. iii, c. § 2.]

In this year the Hollanders attempted a third (and the laft) time a

iiorth-cart'pafilige to China, but were very unfortunate therein,^ lofing

one of their two ftiips ; and Barents, with fuch men as were left alive,

wintered miferably in Nova Zembla, and out of their battered ftiip fit-

red out a fmaller one, and with infinite hazards and difficulties return-

ed home to Holland, Barents, however, dying in his return.

i^gy.—Two laws were made at this time for relief of the aged and

maimed poor; the one was for the amendment and improvement of a

law [3s ^''''«- '• 4] ^ot" charging every parifti with a weekly tax for the

reliet of lick, hurt, and maimed foldiers and mariners, by enabling any

periba to ered for thofe purpofes hofpitals and houfes of corredion, and
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for thst end to purchafe goods or lands, not exceedW the vearlv vain,of 2001.
;
the other laid a farther tax on every panT for thP rJJf ^

foldiers and mariners, the higheft rate of anv S^iS U ^^^ [ehef of

*nd the Weft twopence, weelly. Sfc^.^ J"^
^'^^^P^^^'

We have a fecond mftaiice this vear of the fan h;ii« „f r a": i
parliament relating to eomtnerce. Ta cLoLrS Kff&T ^ n °fan adl [23 Eliz. c. 9] which ' prohibited the ufenf lil ' j J, ^ ,°^

;

™d in the dyin^ of cioths, L. ^'a prlffi-li'faS- ^^^'eil?1"

;ert^d;i^''iS^-;-t;sS^^^^^

The parhament of Scotland aeain DroliJK,-f^^ »»,^
and ordained, that craftfmen ftrmLrs h. k! '^rP°",^^^o« ^f ^ool,

UD \Aa W ^7- ysx, / ,^
"rangers be brought home for working it

fiv'ep^fen^on'Illltgi^b^^^^ ^"^^ '^' ^ ^-^ o"

allowed peers, barons3 freehold^r^ J.r''^'""^^"'
imported; but

fend their own goods WondfeaWh °"' P'^-^"^ ""^ ^""°'"' ^°

import wines. cfothsanTotLfJn^^^^^^^ "^^
^ ^"^ '^

ufe. but not to make merchandize thereof cllf ^T ''^ P,'"^""^^^

liberties granted to thenrSe t^::[^T"^ I,^^^^^^

exemption fruftrated the whole intent of fhi ft!; t^-* T ? »1J-J"dged

of every country Cand eminemlv f. f q ,
.^^^' .^' ^^^ '^"^^d men

were then the gLirbulkrth^^n^ °i
^'°!,^"'^^

'
^"^ ^^eir retinues,

confumers of ffrefgn ^erctan^^^^
undoubtedly the principal

above exemptions^mrvfSs^^^^
that under cc our of the

mitted. ' ^ ^^^^^ ""'^^^ ^^' ^"^ doubtlefs were, corn-

fam^cTotKfr'S^ad)^^^^^ goods; the

wanting tha\ A^ftan^f '^K^^^^^^ 1-"- outward fhow.

and being one of the chi^fcauK h^^^
ofttimes it appears to have.

• The Englldi were not infenfible of the iitil.tv f„,. p r l r-nSgwood in dying. Hut they we.^ i™, 'f [ ,
'y'

'^^f^"--
'commended to hi

.i*bu,wn,,i;.7;rx;,;;'vs'„7o:;

im to cndea-

culour given

Dd
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polity within the Highlands and ifles, viz. one in Kentire, one in Loch-
aber, and a third in the ifle of Lewis *. [Pari. 15, c. 263 f]
At this time the intereft of the Hanfeatic and imperial cities of Ger-

many, coinciding with that which the crown of Spain had at the impe-
rial court, produced a mandate from the emperor Rodolph to the town
of Staden no longer to entertain the comptoir or company of the Eng-
lifh merchani:-adventurers. [Foedera, V. xvi,p. 326.] Being thus forced

to leave Staden and all other parts of the German empire, the company
was invited to fettle in Groningen. At the fame time the town of Emb-
den and the dukes of Holftein and Brunfwick wrote to Queen Elizabeth,

profefling, though they were obliged to fubmit to the emperor's order,

their readinefs to ferve her in any other refped %. Wheeler, the hif-

toriographer of the merchant-adventurers company, aflerts, that eleven

or twelve other towns in the Netherlands vied with each other for the

refidence of the company.
The merchants of the Hanfe towns flattered themfelves that Elizabeth

would gladly reftore their antient privileges in England, in order to re-

cover thofe of the Englifti merchant-adventurers in Germany ; but her
intentions were very different ; for, knowing that their privileges were
repugnant to the great commercial interefts of England, after demand-
ing, for the fi^ke of decorum, a revocation of the imperial edi<ft, fhe,

without further delay, diredted a coromiflion to the mayor and fheriffs

of London to {hut up the houfe inhabited by the merchants of the Hanfe
to\^'ns at the Steelyard in London ; and moreover, ordered all the Ger-
mans there, and every where elfe throughout England, to quit her do-

minions on the very day on v/hich the Englifh were obliged to leave

Staden ; whofe expulfion thence was, it-iieems, deferred till now. From
this time the place called the Steelyard was never again applied to that

ufe.

At our final parting with the Steelyard merchants, we may obferve

that they had in old times been a kind of a bank for our kings when-
ever they wanted money at a pinch ; but they were fure to be well paid

in the end for fuch adiftances.

The capture of fixty of the Hanfe towns fhips, loaded with com and
naval ftores for Spain, in the year 1589, by the Englifh, widened the

• Notliinjf appears to have been done in confc-

i|iieiicc i)f tliis act tilt the yrar i6oi (but accurcl-

in^ to Moyft I5y9)i when the iiland of Lewis

was (^raiited (as countries in America were about

tills ti 11c) to fo;ne g ritlcmen of File ; the colony

being drawn from that maritime (hire, as fuppofed

acquainted with the filliery, ' a Jourct from tuhith

• Sol'.imJ lywl t na:uial'i to iler>ve ^!;rcat <w(allh.'

Bjt the refillancc of the illjndcis frnftratid the

fclKine. A fccond attempt was made in i6o'

with no better fuccefu. {^Spoiftund't h'ljlorj, fp.

468, 490.] It was refeived for a Dutch colony

to introduce fifliinjj; and trade in Lewis, and to

build the village, or burgh, of Stiirnowsy, which

was till a few years ago the Only town in the Well-

ern iflands. M.
\ Many other laws for the regulation of con.

mercc ant! police were enafled by the Scottifh

parliamenl in this fcdion. M.
\ The duke of Bnii.fwick appears to h:ive iiaj

a penfion of 533 merks a-year from Elizab-.th.
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breach with the Hanfeatics, which doubtlefs proved gready beneficial
to England in the end; for the Englilh found means to get their cloths
&c. imported into Germany, though not in fo open and dired a man-
ne^ as before

: and the merclmnt-adventurers company have obtained
a flounOimg refidence at the cny of Hamburgh even to this day.From Sir Wilhanri Monfon's Naval trads [printed in Cburchiirs Collec-
tton of voyages ^11,] it appears that the earl of Cumberland was the
firA Enghlh fubjed that built a fhip fo large as eight hundred tons bur-den

;
which Ih.p. with fome others, he now employed in an expedition

at bis own private expenfe againft Spain.
^

x^IhlirZ
'^"'^ ''"5 a definitive treaty concluded (at Weftminfter)

vrith the ftatcs-general of the feven United provinces, concerning thepayment of the money expended in their defence, being LSoo cx)oSterling by computation; alfo for what (hould aftemard be eS^ded
;
and moreover, for the redelivery of the cautionary towns • alfo forthe ftates aflifting England with thirty or forty fiiips J iTrU cafe ofbeing attacked by Spam. All that has any immediate rektion to omgeneral fubjed. is the flender burden of thofe fhips of war, fo very ftiorof fuch in our days, viz. the one half of them were to confift euh of200 tons burden, and the other half of between 100 and 200 tons[F.dera, F. xvi. ^ 340--Co/leaion 0/ treaties, V. ii, p. r 20, el 1

73°

.

the nl^^ffi ^^ ^^ ""^^'r'"" ''l^'^S
to Denmark complamed ofthe Damfh officers violently feizing their merchandize; to which theDanes replied, that thofe goods were juftly condemned by the Taws ofDenmark, as not having been truely entered at the cuftom-houfes vizfl^ms, tm. cloth, &c fhort entered. This ftiffnefs of the Danifii com(then favouring the Spaniards) produced a fharp remonftrance from thequeen, which procured a remiflion of fo much of the confifcations asan,ounted to 30 000 dollars : but, on the other Kand, the kin. of Denmark demanded redrefs from Qtieen Elizabeth for Certain piradeso^

O e^n"f Tm f^^J'?' '"' ^'^^ (%^ Camden, in his Hiftory ofQ.:een Elizabeth) there began to grow controverfies about fuch inai-Ieis

S^^rds
''''^'"^ of contraband goods, as naval ftores. &c. to the

D.Ti'^t'^T''''!
''''^'/°/ ^ north-weft pafTage to China, by Hudlon's and

Zen^r '1'' '"? ^r V^""'^-^'^^ P^%^ on the north fide of Nova-Zen bla. or through the ftraits of Waygatz, and the amuiul vov.ets u

^^,''1^^'^}''^'%^'''^:^-^^^ for th; firft

an fin n i

'""^ ' ^'T ""J^
^^pit^bcgen, where tholb lui^e anima

covered *
"' ^''''" ''''"'^''' '^'''' ^"^ ^'^''''^ ^"^^ '^'^^ ^^^ vet^ave di

• Th. abu,ulanco of whales in the South f„ wn. quft. unknown (n M,-. Anckrfon', Lfn,.. M.
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The Dutch Eaft-India merchants now fent out Heemfkerck on a
fecond voyage to Eaft-India, with eight {hips ; who returned home in
the year 1600, laden with the five ufual kinds of fpices, viz. cinnamon,
pepper, cloves, nutmegs, and mace.
And fo fond were the Dutch of this trade, that they would not wait

for the return of thofe eight fhips, but in 1599 ^^^^ °^^ t^r^e other
ftiips ; and (b they went on yearly, making vaft returns of profit to the
proprietors, all Europe being in thofe times extremely fond of fpices, to
a much greater degree than at prefent.

The Hollanders now alfo fent out four fhips, commanded by Oliver
Van Noort, on a new adventure, which, after various accidents, fail-

ed through Magellan's ftraits into the South fea ; and thence on to
the Eaft-Indies, where they had fundry encounters with the Spaniards
and Portugucfe : and after fome trading for pepper, they returned home
by the Cape of Good Hope ; this being the fourth navigation round
the globe ; but the firft performed by the Dutch.

*599-—The route to Archangel was fo well known, and fo much fre-

quented at this time, that, according to Werdenhagen, the Hanfeatic
hiftorian, even fo far as from Venice, at leaft one (hip annually reforted
thither for commerce. So much was all Europe by this time improved
in the arts ofcommerce and navigation.

The queen, by proclamation, ftridly enjoined all letter-of-marque
fhips to give fecurity before they fet fail, not to injure the fubjeds of
nations in amity with her ; and as fome complaints of piratical pradtices
by fuch fhips had been made by the Danes and French, fhe appointed
commiffioners to inquire into, and redrefs them. [Fce^era, K xvi, p.
362.]

At this time (according to Grotius' Annals of the Netherlands) the
fea ports of Holland, and other parts of the united provinces, generally
built 20CO new fhips every year. A thing almoft incredible, did it not
proceed from fo reputable and illuflrious an author *.

King Henry IV of France (according to Mczeray) now prohibited all

foreigr manufadures, as well of filk as of gold or filver, pure or mixed,
at the .equeft of the merchants of Tours, who undertook to make
quantities of fuch manufadlures fufficient for the whole kingdom ; yet,

grafping at more than they could perform, and being alfo complained
of by the city of Lyons, (juftly ftiled the golden gate of France), as

thereby deftroying their famous fairs, as well as lelFening the king's

cuftoms, that edi<S in favour of Tours was revoked. Yet (as PufFendorf
obferves) thofe new manufadlures of France, and more eipecially that

of filk, did afterward draw great weahh into that kingdom.

• Surely all the boaU miift have been included veffels ever been built in the w hole of tlic Britifli

in the number. In no one year hvi* half fc many dominions. M.
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This year Queen Elizabeth fent John Mildenhall over land by Con-

ftantxnople to the court of the great mogul, to apply for cer'tain privi.
leges for the EngliHi cornpany. for whom {he was then preparing acharter for trading to Eaft-India, in which he was long oppofed by theartsandprefentsof theSpanifh and Portuguefe jefuits at that courtwhereby they prepoflefled the mogul againft the Engli(h j fo that it ^^^^iome years before he could entirely get the better of them *

1 6oo.-Elizabeth wrote to King Chriftian IV of Denmark." complain-
ing of his people, who had feized on fome Englifh fifhing veflels ou thehigh feas northward, remote from land ; and fhe tells that kine ' thatthe high feas were free for fifliing by the confent of ^11 nations ;'

iFce-
dera, V. xvi, p. 395] which was her conftant ftile on t...s fubied This
feizure was probably made fomewhere near Iceland or Norway, on pre-tence of the Enghlh not having firft aflctd leave of the Danifh courtbefore they went to filh in thofe feas. agreeable to a convention former-
ly made with Denmark. AH difputes about the fiihing there are lone
fince at an end.

»-**«- lung

In a treatife, entitled £;^/««rf'x srievance difcovered in relation to the
coal-trade (,655) we fee that Newcaftle upon Tine had obtained char-
ters from King Henry III, Edward I, and III. Richard II. Henry IVand Queen Elizabeth; the lateft of hers beinsinthis year t6oo, wherelm fhe defcribes It as a town of merchants, a mart or market of greatfame, and fluffed with a multitude of merchants dwelling therein

-

and whereas it is an antient town, and has time out of mind had a cer*
tain guild or fraternity, called hoafl-men, for the difcharging and bet-
ter difpofmg of fea-coals, grind-flones. rub-ftones. and whettflones inand upon the river and port of Tine, though not as yet incorix)rated
fhe therefor now (m the tsd of her reign, though that book by mif'ake fays the i^th) • incorporates them by the name of the governor
flewards and brethren of the fraternity of hoaft-men of Newcaftle '

By this and former charters it appear, that this famous town had greatjunfdidion on the nver Tine, from the fea feven miles above the lownm point of navigation, admiralty jurifdidion, fiftiery, &c. An I alfo
that Newcaftle had been ferviceable to former princes in their wars bylupplying them with mariners and ftiips, as, down to our own time ithas ever been in all our naval wars. '

"
Dr. Davennnt an able author, (in his l^ew dialogues, K ii, p. qc, ed.

1710) afiirms, that the gold and filver coin at this time in En4nd didnot exceed four millions, which were the tools we had to work with

*ho fccm t,. Imvc l>ad no idfa tl.at the naviVation ,. , , C4 „ ,0. „nH r
^ \~'-"'Mf""^tP-

by ,he Cape of Go.-d Hope was poffible to d>e„" ^u^M^^'
'^''^"'^ ^'^ "^""^ '' '"•' ^'''^

bad about this tinic made itvcral attempn to ex-
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when we firft began to make a figure in the commercial world, which
was near that period of time.

Our own Turkey merchants fir ft, and the Dutch Eaft-India company
next, who had got the ftart of us in the Eaft-India trade, keeping up
the price of pepper from 8/ to 4/ per pound, we being at war with

Spain, and fo could not get fpices from Lifljon at firft hand, Queen
Elizabeth now determined to enter her people diredlly upon a commerce
to Eaft-India.

Accordingly, on the 31ft ofDecember 1600, (he granted a charter to

George earl of Cumberland, and 215 knights, aldermen, and merch-
ants, that, at their own coft and charges, they might fet forth one or

more voyages to the Eaft-Indians, in the country and parts of Afia and
Africa, and to the iflands thereabouts, divers of which countries, illands.

&c. have long fithence been difcovered by others of our fubjedli ; to be

one body politic and corporate, by the name of the ' governour and
' company of merchants ofLondon trading into the Eaft-Indies ;' to have

fuccelTlon ; to purchafe lands, without limitation ; to have one governor

and twenty-four perfons, to be ele(5ted annually, who ftiall be called

committees, jointly to have the diredion of the voyages, the provifion

of the ftiipping and merchandize, ah'b the fale of the merchandize, and
the management of all other things belonging to the company. Sir

Thomas Smith, alderman of London, wasto be the firll governor, and
a deputy-governor to be eledted in a general court ; both the governors

and all the committees to take the oath of fidelity : as alfo, every mem-
ber to take an oath, before being admitted, to traffic as a freeman of

this company. The company their fons, at twenty-one years of age,

their apprentices, fervants and fadors in India or elfewhere, may, for

fifteen years from Chriftmas laft, freely and folely trade, by fuch ways

and pafTages as are already found out, or ftiall hereafter be difcovered,

into the countries and parts of Afia and Africa, and all the iflands, ports,

towns and places of Afia, Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of

Good Hope to the ftraits of Magellan, where any traiffic of merchandize

may be uicd to and from every of them, in fuch manner as ftiall from

time to time be limited and agreed on at any public aftembly or general

court of the company, any ftatute, ufage, diverllty of religion arc faith,

or any other matter to the contrary notwithftanding; fo as it be not to

any country already poffeftcd by any chriftian potentate in amity with

her majefty, who ftiall declare the fame to be againft his or their good

liking. Either the governor or deputy-governor muft always be one in

general aflcniblies, when they may make all realonable laws, conftitu-

lions, &c. agreeable to the laws of Eii^land, for their good government,

by plurality of voices, and may punifli, by fines and impril'onment, the

offenders againft their laws. The queen giants to the company an ex-

emption from paying any cuftoms tor the firft four voyages; and for
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cuftoms wh.ch {hall afterwards be payable for merchandize from India
tl.e company Ihal be allowed to give their bonds, payable one half n
fix months, and the other half in fix momhs aften For merchandize
loft at fea outward bound, the cuftoms fluU be allowed to the comptn^out ofthe next cargo ftnpped off. India merchandize, that (haU hivepaul the cuftoms, may. until the end of thirteen month . be re exportedby a.^yfubjedts without paymg further cuftoms. The company^ mavexi>ort m their firft voyage, now preparing. 1.30,000 in for7gn coin orbi^l.on. fo as at lea ft L6000 thereof be firft coined in the queen'sTn^ntand the hke for the fubfequent voyages, provided the company ^^^^import at leaft 10 much foreign coin or bulHon in gold or fJveSo Vhtrealm, of which L6oco ftiall be coined as afon-h^ Thl
may fend yearly to Eaft-India fix goodtip" af"fix"pinnac ^iKjmariners, unlefs the navy royal goes forth None of the Tu'een's Ihhjsds, but the company, their fervants, or afilgns ftiall refn^ ^^ t ^•
without being licenced by the company, upon pam of fo^^" in^ £and cargoes, with xmprifonment tifl the offenders give L, 000 Ton^To

:^p=-^^'-x^tS^^
hitlier during the company's term without their conS The maioH

r, ThTf"-" P"^'"8 »">- ^n™ *<" *e fame Go d and "Zl im'wned fliall be entered before landinc the fime P™^j
anu Jilver im-

this charter ftall hereafter appeartf ,„ beTro&abr o1he'c?r„"drealm, then, upon two years notice to the cLpanv, their chXftan

N.B. The original fliares fubfcribed were L50 each

'»*/» W,,-„^. c. 50.]
t'f»(ro» J Rfjkdio^, upon antim and

raif'd';h7fcn7f"l!7ro«' mI^"? "" E^«-M--™P-, immediately

capita,, a. ^^:^:^J^.x::-^^jrLtl Lr'"Tcompany^,.,, the y.ar ,6,3), and this year fenro'u.Thiirfirtt"t
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India, commanded in chief by Captain James Lancafter, having one
fhip ot 600 tons, one of 300, two of 200 each, and one of 130 tons, as

vidualler to the whole fleet, carrying 480 men, and L27,ooo in money *

and goods, the remainder of the Lya.ooo being ablbrbed in the pur-
ch.ife of the fnips, artille«-y, ammunition, provifions, &c. At Acheen,
in the ifle of Sumatra, they loaded fome of their (hips with pepper ;

but not meeting with enough, and failing thence for the ftraits of
Malacca, tliey completed their cargoes by the capture of a Portuguefe

fhip of 000 tons, loaded ^vith calicoes, &c. and failing thence to Ban-
tam, they delivered the queen's letter and prefents to the king, as they

had before done the like to the king of Acheen, and both kings fent

letters and prefents for Qj^een Elizabeth, and granted privileges to the

company, bo, having fettled fadtors at Bantam, they failed homeward,
and arrived in the Downs in September 1 603, having made this firll

voyage profperoufly in two years and feven months.
Sir William Monfon, in his Naval trads, obferves, upon the Eaft-

India company's fending out their firft fleet, the Eaft-India trade was
written againlt in England, and was alfo briefly anfwered under the

following heads, viz.

I) It exhaufts our treafure.

• Jlnfwer. We may by this trade draw as much filver from other
' countries as we fend to India.'

II) It will deftroy our mariners by the great difference of climates.

' Anfwer. As long voyages breed the bell mariners, this of Eaft-India
' will rather increafe than diminifli their number.'

III) It will be the decay of our ftiipping by the worms, unlefs fheath-

ed with lead.

' Anfuoer. L>o far from this, it will be the increafe of our {hipping,

* by m^antaining eight or nine fliips of each 1000 or 1200 tons, which
* are larger than any we now ufe, and which on occafion may be
' of greater fervice to the nation than all the other (hipping of Lon-
' don.'

IV) It will obftrud the vent of our woollen cloth, in return for which
we now take fpices, &c. from Turkey, which our Eaft-Indi ide,

bringing more cheap to us, will prevent.
' Jnjuer. This inconvenience will fall only on the Turkey companj^,

* whole fpices, &.c. co.ne to iis at the third hand, whereas they will

* now come to us at the firft hand from India.'

V) More fpices will be brought home than we can vend.
' Aiifwcr. Our own nation, the Eaft country, and Ruflla, will con-

' fume more than we can bring home.

• The money was SpaniOi } wlicncc it appears tliat tlie Spaniards were already the diggers and

that even during the long continued hoUiliiiis, importers of bullion tor tlie ufe of the inure inchil'-

Englifti gouds found llxir way into .Sj'aiii, and trious nations. S,c Purchas, L.'\\\,i:t l,^ \. M.
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. L,'fc.f7''':Y
"'" '^''",-.'"'"» "•«« proves beneCciaJ, i, ou«l„ ,„ be

Werdenhagen obferves fF. ii a ioI thar till .v,« u •

compry^'fKlla^ran^
^-^^-^ -^ the merchant-adventurers

wrote h.^?4 vlr pleals m^H?' T'T'\'^' f '^^^^ Hanieatics. who
fo much decaytd 'in ±V^^^

" ^"^"' ^^^ ^^^^ ^^"er were then

Kreatly to fear^them for as tl- --r'"^'
'

' f '^? ^^^ ^^'^ "^^"^ nor
ellimution and acc^un in c 'd tlr^tf''' ''f'

''''^' '^' "^'"^'^ ^owns of

contmodities (navd wS L^^^^^^^^
'^^""^-" ^^^^h their eaftern

V ai norts, flax, hcnip, hnen, non, copper, corn, &c.)
With refpea to 'Vefc anfwcrs to tl.c obiecK.n, a.a,n(l an Eaft.I,.dia trade, wc may bn fly^ot.. tl.at the anfw.r to the f„i\ ;, ;„ our davlftrongly contjrmed

; for the .e-exportation of Ea IImi.a goods bung, back a much greater balancefn>m .orcgn nation, than- .11 the LlhWwc end

D,„ 1

^"'^ r" ^'=''"'''" '° ll^-^ fifth, the

«t the conrt of Ceylon, in which atone the bedon»amon ,s produced, and the iflc of Ambovna>nng the bell f.,r clove., and the Moh^cT£"
or nntmeg, and mace, the E n.lift. con.panv ha"long fince bee., excluded from tlu.fe fpices aV tic

foent part, of India, our compauy „,uA ever deal

largely „. that fpice, as It ever will probably be in"H' I general demand all over the wo, Id bvalf r.nk

U e aliertjon m the anfwer to the fixth objection ifa. ,om be,ng conclulue with refpcA to the ge-neral bencht i.nce there n,ay be branches of com.mercc very beneficial to the ^nerchant. which nTy
A,\t , 7 .""-^ P'""'-'""« to the public.

^

come ,f f
' ''""' *'"R'^'"^ '" Ea(l.I,^ia is be-come of fo great nnportaace to the public, andemploy, io vaft a capital, wc ftall throughout theremanungpart o our wo.k.akc fpccialctgnizancc

of a debates a.ul realonir.gs for and againR it andof all the material alterat.^ns and cha.^^e, L it

"

t He wrote his Naval trads in 1^25.
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and ferved princes with their large and ftout fliips in time of war, we
fliall find at this time they have in a manner loft both the one and
the other long ago, when compared with what they formerly were.

And if her majefty fhould forbid all trade into Spain, after the example

of other princes, they would in fhort time be quit of the reft ; for

that trade is their chicfcft fupport at this inftant. Belides, of the fc-

venty-two confederate Hanfe towns, fo much vaunted of, what remains

almoft but the report ? And thole which remain, and appear by their

deputies, when there is any afTembly, are they able, but with much
ado, to bring up the charges and contributions, &c. for the defence

and maintenance of their league, privileges, and trade in foreign parts

and at home ? Surely no ! for moft of their teeth are out, and the reft

but loofe, &c.
The main aim of this author was to confute the allegations of the

Hanfe towns at the German diet, that the company of merchant-ad-

venturers 'vas a proper monopoly, as well as the attempts at home ofthe

feparate traders, who were equally that company's opponents.

Although what we have, in difterent parts of this work, already ex-

hibited concerning the Englifli merchant-adventurers company, may
feem fufticient to explain its nature, as being merely what is known in

England by the name of a regulated company, yet we thought a farther

authentic defcription of it by Wheeler their fecretary might once for

all be acceptable, viz.

The company confifts of a great number of wealthy merchants of

divers great cities and maritime towns, &c. in England, viz. London,
York, Norwich, Exeter, Ipfwich, Newcaftle, Hull, &c. Thefeofold
time linked themfelves together for the exercife of merchandize, by
trading in cloth, kcrfeys, and all other, as well Englifli as foreign, com-
modities, vendible abroad, whereby they brought much wealth home
to their rcpeclive places of refidence. Their limits are the towns and

ports lying between the river of Somme in France, and along all the

coafts of the Netherlands and Germany, within the German fea ; not

into all at once, at each man's pleafure, but into one or two towns at

mort within the faid bounds, which they commonly call the mart town

or towns, becaufe there only they ftapled their commodities, and put

them to iale, and thence only they brought fuch foreign wares as Eng-

land wanted, nnd which were brought from far by merchants of divers

nations lloikinji thither to buy and fell as at a fair. The merchant-ad-

venturers do annually export at leaft 60,000 white cloths, worth at leafl:

L6oD,oco, and of coloured cloths of all forts, kerfeys, bays, cottons, north-

ern dozens, and oilier coarle cloths, 40,000 cloths more, worth L400,ooo,

in all one milHou Sterling, befule what goes to the Netherlands from

Kngland, of woolftls, lead, tin, faftron, concy-fkins, leather, tailow, ala-

bailcr, corn, beer, 8«;. And our company imported, viz. of the Dutch



A. D. 1601. ^2 1

:md German merchants. Rhenifh winrs, fuftians, copper, ftecl, hemo
on.on-feed. iron and copper wire, lattcn, kettles., pans, linen. harneS'
faltpetre, gunpowder, and all things made at Nurenbcrg (iuch as tovs'fmall ;ron -are. &c ) Of the ItaHans. all forts of Hlks^ velvets Sof gold &c. Of the Eafterlings, naval acres, fur., foap. afhes &cOfthePortuguefe. ipices and drugs. With the Spamfh'and F encUthey (,.

J.

the ftaple of Antwerp) had not much to do. by reafon thaour tngl.fli merchants have had a great trade diredly to France andSpain, and fo lerve England diredly from thence with the commoditiesofthole two countries. Of the Netherlanders they buy all kinds ofmanufadures. tapcary. buckrams, white thread, incle. linen cambrics

o the Netherlands the founder of the order of t';e golden Rc.cl^Zthe fleece for the badge of that order, in conHderation of the gre'.t n^

rXncToth"5
'° '" '"" '" ^°"^ ^"' ^""°'^^ °^ °- --^^-J

F.VlHl^
account t we meet with of any French Ihips fiued out forEaa-India. is m this year, when a company of merchants in St Ma lofitted out two Onps. one of which was cU away at the Maldve ilandswhere the crew were detained as prifoners for fome time and after

^

wares got home to France. Laval who writes the account of their unfortunate voyage. %s nothing of the fuccels of the othei 0.^,;.After many inetfedual laws for the fupport of the poor an i£t wn,now paired [43 E/iz. c. 2] preicribing nearly the prSu method ofcolledmgthe poors rates, by overfeers in every paVifh : yernotwuhftandmg the various alterations and amendments which the1^^ -"

ing to the poor have undergone, it is ftill the opinion of every obf.rv

Z^F"!l'''''u^V^'' ^r' "^^^'^^ ^' ''^''^ ^='^« of at a much K; rpenfe than by the prefent method; and that the Oiameful nuifrrre^ofcommon beggars and vagabonds might alfo be effedtua lyTe^enteSwere a proper committee of gentlemen and merchants, w S one or woab,e and honeft lawyers, to undertake the truly arduous, tlo'^ no^ah olu ely .mpraaicable tartc. with patience and fteady refolutoif

^i^:!lZ!:^-iZ'!::'Sy^'''^'^'
^Vom AmaeLm ft>r Eaft-In-

/i aatute was enaded
[4.3 E/iz. c. 1 2] for awarding commillions to he n-;UHl ^ietcrnnne policies ot allbranccs 'made amont^ X 'cluus 1 thpreamble ot winch are the following . ords :

« Whc^as it hat e'en tin.out ot mmd an ufage amongft merchants, both of this realm a id o'foreign nations, when they make any great adventure (Ipcdali; inu.

M«t>rg rfp,/:i;^u., K if. p. iSz. ,./. ,78,.]
^"£-^''''J-

uikJ.t tlu- Cvmiraud of Mr. Gcnr.sviile.
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' remote parts), to give fome confideration of nioney to other perfons

V (which commonly are in no fmall number), to have from them afllir-

* ance made of their goods, merchandizes, fhips, and things adven-
* tured, or fome part thereof, at fuch rates and in fuch fort as the par-
' ties affurers and the parties aflured can agree ; which courfe of deal-

ing is commonly termed a policy of aHlirance ; by means of which it

' Cometh to pafs, upon the lofs or perifhing of any {hip, there follow-
' eth not the undoing of any man, but the lofs lighteth rather eafily up-
* on many than heavily upon few, and rather upon them that adven-
' turc not, than upon thofe that adventure, whereby all merchants, fpe-
' cially of the younger fort, are allured to venture more willingly and
' more freely. And whereas heretofore fuch aflurers have ufed to ftand
* fo jullly and precilely upon their credits, as few or no contro-
' verfies have rifen thereupon ; and if any have grown, the fame have
* from time to time been ended and ordered by certain grave and dil-

' creet merchants appointed by the lord mayor of London, until of
' late years that divers perfons have withdrawn themfelves from that
' arbitrary courfe, and have fought to draw the parties aflured to feek
' their moneys of every feveral aflurer, by fuits commenced in her ma-
' jefty's courts, to their great charges and delays.' For remedy here-

of it was now enaded, ' that the lord chancellor (or keeper) do award
' one general or ftanding yearly commilUon, for the determining of
' caufes on policies of afllirances, fuch as now are or hereafter fhall be
' entered within the office of aifurances within the city of London :

' this commiffion to confifl; of the judge of the admiralty, the recorder
* of London, two dodors of the civil law, two common lawyers, and
' eight difcreet merchants, or any five of them ; which commifliou
' fliall have authority to determine all caufes concerning policies of af-

* furance in a fummary way, fhall fummon the parties, examine wit-
* nelles upon oath, and iraprifon difobeyers of their decrees : they
' fhall meet weekly at the office of infurance, on the weft: fide of the
' Royal exchange, for the execution of their commifllon, without fee
* or reward ; and any who may thuik himfelf aggrieved by their de-
' terminations, may in two montls exhibit his bill in chancery for a
* re-examination of fuch decree, provided the complainant do firfl lay

' down to rhe faid commilfioners the lum awarded ; and that the lord
' chancellor or keeper may either reverie or affirm the firfl decree, ac-
' corcUng to equuy and confcience ; and if he decrees againft the af-

' furcrs, double cofts fliall be awarded to the allured. LaiUy, no com-
' millioncr lliall be either alllirer or aillued.'

Afi'inance, or infurance, ot fhips and merchandize on the feas feems

to have been in ule in England, upon the revival of commerce, fbnie-

what earlier tliuu on the contment ; and Antwerp, when in its meridian

glory, learzied it from England :
• And whereas (fays Malyucs's Lex
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MfrM«na) the meetings of merchants in London were held in I „„,bard (ireet (fo called becaufe certain Italians of I oml, Jf 2 u
' a pawn-houfe or lombard long before the Rovnl.t'' ''^P' ''?"<=

' all the policies of infurances"? Antwerp «1S T^T '"'" ?™">'
• (1622) yet are made, do make m"mio^ Aa,It ftaU Zi^ ",?'',

""'^^

: STJef i^Lo^^ ^"""Th
"'™ -"no"ed?:rdre infe

Low Countries- "•
^h"* " ™«'=1 alfo in other places of the

fice of exchange between Fntrl.TirJ n»,j t i j ^ .

erected an of-

new money ithftSS months of fV'^^^^^^
for exchanging the faid

so^od aL'^'t™'t:rlTit'h:dS"'«f "-" """=" »-"

<.o™b"rclt:c^:r:fit::l'Xv^^^^^^^^^^ "?r °'
--"ilooner than France • v^r r 1... A/i ^"^^^^^^P ^"^, beneht of low intcreft

™, reduced In ti^^^j'e:^'^ ::i:^^^T;t %\fz\--aght to fix per ctm till fifty years aftc? this time/
'^'*- "'" '^ "
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The many grants of monopolies were now found to be very detri-

mental to the general profperity, and petitions againft them were given
in to the parliament. The queqn thereupon, before any application

was made to her, took up the bufmefs herfelf, and cancelled rnoft of
the grants, leaving ihe reft to the due courfe of law. This prudent con-
(dud> of the fovereign was acknowleged t>y #p .addrefs of thanks from
t^e houfe of commons. ?! ht» -n-t ;:

1602 The Ruffia and Turkey companies, at their joint cxpenfe,

fent two fly-boats of feventy and fixty tons, with thirty-five men, com-
manded by Captain George Waymouth, to make another attempt for

the north-weft paflage. Having penetrated to the latitude of 63 deg.

53 min^ and finding the fea impaflable on account of the ice, lie re-

turned home in July.

Queen Elizabeth fent Lord Ewre, Sir John Herbert, and Dr. Dunn,
as her plenipotentiaries, to Bremen, to treat with thofe of Denmark
concerning peace and commerce, and gave them the following inftruc-

tions.

I) Whereas there are certain treaties in the icigns of King Henry
VII and King Henry VIII with the crown of Denmark, wherein cer-

tain places and ports in Denmark and Norway are afligned to our %n~
glifh fubjeds, for the trade of fiQiery, habitation, and fuch like, which
our merchants at prefent are debarred th^ ufe of, you fhall omit the

fpecial naming thereof, contenting you rleIves rather to obtain for pur

merchants a free trade and dealing in the king's dominions, and every

part thereof, in general terms; the intention of this treay being to

eftabli(h good amity between us and our loving brother (King Ghrif-

tian IV) for ever ; as alio fome good means of (commercial) inter-

CQurfe for our i'ubjeds. m- .v -^^hrav

II) And with refped to intercourfe (/. e. commercial correfpondence

by treaty), yon are to underftand that our merchants ufe very little

trade in the dominions of Denmark ; yet, in general rerms,. mention is

to be made of kind entreating our fubjecls on both fides, with liberty

to trade, paying the ordinary duties.

III) For coming, going, and abiding, and (which moft imports

mir fubjed) for the intercourfe of our merchants with the Eaft

countries through the paiTage of the Sound ; as alfo of our merchants

of JVluilovy by the Wardhuys, and of the filhing of Iceland and Ward-
buys.

As to the paflage of the Sound our merchants have long fince, by
tbeir humble liippiicaiions, declared unto us that tht-y are very much
abufed there, as well by dayly increale of exactions, as by the un-

certainties of the duiies required, with taking light oixafions to ftay

them, iearching their ihips, and coiilifcating their goods.
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IV) You may farther declare, that as cuftoms are grounded unon acknowlegment of regality, for protedlion, permiffion forTol^ngTrT^

out for ma^ntaimng deep bay, and lightV for repairing jSmfbanl^&c. fo ufe they to be urged with fome proportion to the fr^nd thereofQver leaving means to the merchant-adventurer for recompenfe oftSventure and travail
;
and that tolls otherwife taken are rather efteenieiwilful exadions than due and juft cuftoms: and feeing, both by formertreaties, and for fafety in that paflage (the Sound), to Is muftL p™?

wherein doubtlefs you (hall find them very ftrid (the beft part of*3i«kingWenue arifing from fuch perquifues), we leave you o confej

fadbn
^ '' '"^"' "'^ ^' ^^°"Shc fur their reafonable fat^

.^'^:/^'^''-?''''S}^^^^^dredth penny, it is againft all reafon thatIt fhould be otherwife rated than according to the valuation whkha^!peareth by certificates from the magiftrate of the place whenceThe good^came, and not m that place where he fiiould be both judge and ju?^Secondly, it is a moft unjuft thing that the merchant ihould be put

ar'^^'A^l'
^^^\ '"^ ^^"^ of concealments the mixed goods be not con-

feTS'
^^'°^.^y^h^' i« ^'ncealed, or fome double or triple va?^S f ' " " ^ F?' ''^^^^^^ '^' merchants goods fhall be for!

the^ht^idt!^'''
""^ '^^° ^' ' moderation of meafure of the lafts and

Fifthly, for paflage of the company of Mufcovv, there was a car^^rn

h.nrt""'''r^y^^^'583/at the humble f^t of thrmerlSon"' "' '^' ''"^^ "' ^'"^ °"^ ^°^^''^"^' -"^ fome n™I
But it is very unreafonable fervility to look for fuch a power ov«-another monarch, in a fea of fuch dimenfions as is be weenHiTs couTtries and Iceland, when it is well known that none of ourftips do ever"come withm fight of land. Wc may as well impofe the like ^oll uZall fhips of his country that fliall pafs through any of our channek^nrabout our kingdoms. Concerning the fiflung ^at Wardhuys fatthlNorth cape, where the very fumraer preceding the Dane had flJiS

;\trSem>' 't V'f '°^ «^-« tUeLo'^rwitt'ut'?
'

n f JH- ""^ f""^ '" ^^^ ^^^ o^ '<^e'and. the law of nations do^«allow of fifhing in the fea every where, as alfo of ufing the coaft' a^dports of potentates in amity for traffic, and for avoiding of danger frTm

Vol. II.

* Sec above in the year 1583.

Ff
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tempefts* ; wherefor no licence ought to be infifted on, as in old trea-

ties, for fifhing, &c. on that coaft ; for it cannot be admitted, that the

property of the fea, at what diftance foever, is confequent to the banks,

as it happeneth in fmall rivers, where the banks are proper to divers

men/, for then it would follow, that no fea were common, the banks on
every fide being the property of one or other.

To all which the Danifh king replied in this fame year in a letter to

the queen, by referring to old treaties between England and Denmark,
which Queen Elizabeth would not allow to be of any force in her days.

That king moreover in his turn complained of the depredations com-

mitted by certain Englifli (hips on thofe of Denmark. [Foedera, V. xvi,

/>/>. 425, 441.}
Upon the whole, the queen's inftrudions are fo extremely well pen-

ned, and the reafonings fo juft for not obferving the obfolete reftridive

treaties, that it is humbly apprehended they may even be found ufeful

to minifters and ambafladors of the prefent and future times in fimilar

cttfes, commercial and nautical.

»b:jjQueen Elizabeth iffued a proclamation, prohiMting her fubjeds from

pirating on the (hips and merchandize of nations in alliance with her,

under pretence of their belonging ta Spain and Portugal (which (hews

the complaint of the king of Denmark not to have been without

ground), and for regulating the fale of .prizes, &c. [Fadera^ V. xvi,

p. 436.]
Chavin from France now failed up the great river of St, Laurence to

Canada, but made no l.;ttlement there till the following year.

The plurality of Eaft-India partnerlhips or focieties, at this time

formed in Holland, creating much diforder and clalhing in that com-
merce, the dates-general fummoned before them the direiSors of all

thofe companies, and obliged them to unite for the future into one;

to which united company the dates granted the fole commerce to Eall-

Indin for twenty-one years, from the 20th day of March 1602, and

iheir now joint capii I dock confifted of 6,600,000 guilders (or about

L6oo,ooo Sterling). This joint capital dock was proportioned in the

t'oUowing manrer, viz.

Amderdam to have one half of the faid capital, and twenty direc

tors,
' Middleburg one fourth of it, and twelve diredlors.

Delft, Rotterdam, Knchuyfen, and Hoorn, each one fixteenth part,

and feven diredors, making in all fixty diredors from all thofe places.

Or more minutely, by other accounts,

• How dilTerent is this language fiom lliat of and otlicr fimilar declarations by Elizabeth, they

l.cr two next fucci.(roi8, and ul' Seidcn in hii Mare would have funiilhcd excellent argumtnU in hi»

tlaufumf liad Grotius i'eeu thefc inftruAions, Mart Hb.Tuni.



A. 1^* 1602.

B'SlI bfo ft? !»? rfo h'i^»']fTi
'••J -1 ii',

Subfcribed by Amfterdam
Middleburg
Delft

Rotterdam
Hoorn
Enchuyfen

227

3,687.038
i»3o6.655

470,963
174,562

268,430
541,562

Stiv.

6

4
10
10

10

10

Pen.

8

o
o
o
o
o

Ki

Total fubfcribed 6,449,211 lo 8

Each of which places eleaed a number of diredorv ftnt out a numberoffhips, and received returns, all proportioned to the fums thSHub
thSl;mbt"

"'' °'^'°'^ P^^" ^^"^ ^^ - Eall.lndia"lc"d

TnJ^ ^IJ'""^ r"^"^
company fent this year a fleet of fourteen fhipsZIndia, and made great advantage bv the voyage.

^
Queen Ehr-ibeth ifTued a proclamation, aftir the unaccountable h,,;.mour of that age. in forefeeing dangers that have nevrj^ happJ^STnor are ever like to happen, from an increafe of the fuburS ofKtvof London though at prefent much more confiderable th^ in h2days. All that can be faid for her zeal herein is, that th^ erLeftjudgments are fometimes biaifed by popular miftakerand clamourThe comnion objedion. that the head (i. e. London) was tecomrtoo

ime ^nd h'
'^
K^^ ^V' ^"^'^"^^ ^^«Wan to be made abo^' th's

ln^r;h!^H .K^''^ f'^'^'^^'y
"^"^^ ^^^'^^ °« ^^rious occafions teapprehend without folid grounds, the increafe of buildings in Lond^bemg principally the confequence of an increafe of our ge^ral commerce. She therem fays, that forefeeing the great andS foldTconveniencies and mifchiefs which day ly grow and are lik^ mnr: ,more to increafe unto the ftate ofthe'ci^Tflira„fthe ?ubu "^^

and confines thereof, by accefs and confluence of people to ^ihabk thefame, not only by reafon that fuch multitudes could Lrdly Ee .^^^^^^^^ed by ordinary juftice to ferve God and obey her majefly withou^con"

flTl "''
f^''r "^"^^^'^ °«i^^'-^' ^^^ enlargingif LZitks and"

Icrvants m one houfc or fn.all tenement, it^nift mU f^owTf T

Ff 2
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For rtmedf thereof, (he commands all perfons to dcfift from any

new buildings within three miles of any of the gatea of London, and

only one family to inhabit one houfe. And having, in the 22d year of

her reign, publifhed certain ufeful orders and decrees for inforcing her

then proclamfu on, farther corroborated by a&. of parliament in the

35th year of her reign, yet the faid mifchiefe daily increafing, through

the negligence of magiftrates, &c. fhe now commands the lord mayor

of London, &g. faithfully to execute the following articles, viz. I and II

articles the fame with thofe in the ftatute of the 35th of this queen, al-

ready exhibited under the year 1593 *•

HI) Such tenements as have been divided within thefc ten years in

the forefaid limits, the inmates to be avoided prefently, if they have

no eftate for life, lives, or years, yei enduring ; and for fuch as have

fuch eftate or term, then as the fame ftiall end, the tenement to be re-

duced to the former ftate.

IV) All Iheds and fliops to be pulled down, that have been ereded

w&hin feven years paft.

^•)»rJV) Empty lioufes, ercded within fcven years paft, not to be let to

any, unlefs the owner flinll be content that they be difpofed of for fome

orthe poor of the parilh that are deftitute of houfes, at fuch rents as

they (hall allow. rj iia «,o

VI) Buildings on new foundations not yet -finifhed, to be pulled

down. With fundry other regulations not material enough for us to

tranfcribe.

We find, by letters from the Emperor Rodolph fl, that the Hanfe

towns were now willing to enter into an amicable treaty with Queen

Elizabeth, to which he underftands the queen not to be averfe. And
he appoints the treaty to be held at Bremen, notwithftanding his own
imperial mandate of 1597, with the concurrence of the German diet,

againft the monopolizing company of the Englifti merchant-adventur-

ers, who in that year refided at Staden, commanding them to depart the

empire in three months time. [Fcedera, V. rs,p. 458-]

But the queen and nation were become too wife to let the Hanfea-

tics return again to their old methods of commerce in England, now ib

greatly interfering with the commerce of her own people.

Qiieen Elizabeth and the king of Denmark, after fome fharp letters

on both fides concerning the exadions and depredations mentioned un-

der the preceding year, agreed to fend their plenipotentiaries to Bremen,

where the queen had two treaties to manage at the fame time, neither

of which came to any thing.

At that congrefs, the Danes ftrenuoufly infifted that the Engliih fliould

pay the new tolls in the Sound and the laft-geldt ; that the Kuflia com-

• Sec above in the years 1580 and 159J.
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pany &ouW oootinue to pay t^e loo K)fc-noJ>le8 yearly, for paffine the

Fenoc, laelaud nor Wardhoufe, wk-hont a liccn^ fro*« I^nmaxk ;. andlb the congrefs broke off:
""•^»uu

AJl thofe pretenfi«ns, excepting tUe toll ia the Sound, are lon« finc'ewifely dropped by the Danifh court, us pomt, untenable in tS,„oreenlightened times.
"iuri.

r.Jf^'jT'''
.y^'-^, J^fP^^'O'^ of Jailing from England to Amerii,owi^ to the unfuccefsful attempts of Raleigh, &c. in the later mrt^

the laft century Captain Gofnol.^lho was an^ipert ^oT^'LT^nemployed m thofe former attempts, now made a voyage to the coa^of

wood &c.. in latitude 43, m the country now called New EnfflmSOn Martha's vineyard (an iHand fo named by him) he Wd Sui*

For his bredit it ought to be related, that be was the firli E^^d^who found out the fhorter courfe to the coafts of North Ame^Sout failing (as hitherto) to the Weft-Indies, and through the gulf ofFlorida; which, befide the great compafe about, was alfo nn^h moredangerous, more efpecially in pafling that gulf And in tho year foWmg two Brifto fhips traded there, as did alfo Captain Gilbeiifrom Lotdon. with the Indians, and alfo with thofe of St. Lucia. Domi^c^ Ne-vis, and St. Chriftopher, ifles not yet planted
In this laft year of Queen Ehzabeth's reign one more expedition was

nnp
.
and fome hired ones, commanded by Sir Richard Levifon andSirWilliam Monfon the Spanilh flota was unfuccefsfally attacked : yet tl^yhad better fuccefs m attackmg a number of fhips in the haven of Ce«mbra, two of which they deftroyed. and from thence carded home anch carrack worth a million af ducats. Soon after, feven of the dglu

st^Rot^M^nfd"^^'
'"" ""'^"^'^ -"^ '^^'^y^' -- ^--

1

rJ^°^""~^'" 'u'''""f
''^^^ diftraaions, many rebellions and infur-

}ear ettedted by the abfolute fubmiflion of the grand rebel Tyrone to

t^rv'off efH^^'^'J'
he not knowing (fays fir James wlLTAi^tory ot Ireland) that the queen died fix days before. During QueenElizabeth's reign, (fays Sir John Davies) ft^efent over more menTanS
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fpent more treafure/tb lave and reduce Ireland, than all her progenit'ors

fince the conqueft.

Queen Elizabeth died 24th March 1603, and was fucceeded by James
VI king of Scotland, the firft monarch of Great Britain *.

The accefliori of Scotland to the crown of England has undoubtedly

proved a great benefit to the later, not only as thereby a moft danger-

ous back-door was for ever fliut againft France or any other foreign

enemy ; but likewife as it has largely fupplied England with flout and
able men, both for the land and fea fervice, befide other benefits need-

lefs to be enlarged on. But King James's accellion was undoubtedly de-

trimental to the Scots in many refpedls. It carried away the court,

their principal nobility and gentry, as well as foreign minifters and many
other ftrangers ; whereby the trading people were deprived of much
money that ufed to be fpent in that country. It confiderably decreaf-

ed the demand for both foreign and home commodities. It alfo de-

creafed the number of their people, and thereby created difcontent; all

-which however were afterward well made up by a communication of

the Englilh trade and colonies to Scoti.-nd, the refult of the more happy

confolidating union in the year 1707.

The refort of the Scottilh nobles to the court (which their anceftors had

fhunned as much as poffible) completed the union of London and Weft-

minfter, by converting the antient country villas and gardens of the ci-

tizens, and the interjacent cottages, into a continued ftreet, which is called

the Strand,

King James, at his acceflion to the crown of England, called in all the

ihips of war, as well as the merous privateers which the Englifli mer-

chants, during Queen Elizabeth's reign, had fo fuccefsfully employed

againft Spain, and by which they had done infinite damage to the com-

merce of that nation, declaring himfelf to be at peace with all the world.

The king's pacific difpofition gave an opportunity to mercantile and co-

lonizing adventurers to plant and improve the colonies of Virginia, New
England, Bermudas, and Newfoundland (if the laft may even at this day

be termed a colony) as alfo to make a confiderablc progrefs in the trade

to the Eaft-Indies. The royal navy too was increafed in his reign to al-

moft double the number of Queen Elizabeth's own (hips of vrar, viz.

from thirteen to twenty-four men of war. The largeft of Queen Eliza-

beth's (hips at her death was of 1000 tons, carrying 340 mariners, and

40 cannon ; and the fmalleft of 600 tons, carrying 150 mariners, and

30 cannon, befide fmaller velTels occafionally hired of priv.ite owners.

* King Jaines faid of his pridecciT.r Elizabeth, « that Ihe wa« onf, who in wlfdom and felicity of

• goveruiiKnt furpaircd all princfS fince the days of Augunus.' Hi'duooa's l\Ii:r,oirt, p, jb.J Ai»goveruiiKtit lurpairci

"^^tccHent comparifon. //.
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According to Sir William Monfon, [Navgl Praas, p. 204] there were
not above four merchant (hips now in England of four hundred tons
burthen.

King James ifllied a proclamation for annulling feverar monopolies-
and at the opening of his firft parliament fpoke iharply againft them;'
although afterward he gave great encouragement to them.
Henry IV king of France, feeing that it was in vain to prohibit thft

exportation of gold and filver, unlefs thofe things for which they were
fent were made at home, that the ufe of filk was become fo common
(more efpecially among the fair fex) that they defpifed the Woollen
clothes fo muverfally and frugally worn by their anceftors, redoubled
Dis exertions, dunngthe prefent feafon of tranquillity, to encourage and
extend the propagation of lilk-worms, and the manufacture of filk He
procured workmen to condud a manufadure of tapeftry from F'anderswhere ,t had long iiourilhed, and alfo introduced the marnfadure of

u^ f u j'°t.'^^''^.^!;°!?'
^^^ Netherlands. He revived the glafs-houfes

which had been firft fet up in the reign of Henry II. in imitation of
thofe at Venice and fet up a linen manufadure. He alfo made rivers
navigable; and his attempt to unite the Loire and the Seine at a vaft
expenfe, was a laudable, though unfuccefsful, undertaking. In hi»
buildings, gardens, &c. his improvements Ihewed the greatnefe of his ee-mus for the arts. [Tbuani Hi/I. L. cxxix.^

^""ge

J'r^u'JP ''V^'' y^/' '>' '^'^ ^'""^^ ^^g^^ ^° ^^"'^ i" the coun-
try called Canada or New France, on the north fide of the river St. Lau-
rence, near the place named Trois Rivieres, but they did not get fo hifih
as Quebec till the year 1608. They proceeded to fettle on the norlh

^fr n ^J't • f "T^'' I'^L'^^'''
^^^^'^ ^"'^ Momreal. till 1629, when

Sir David Kirk reduced the whole to the obedience of England
The weekly bills of mortality at London began now to be regularlykept as in our days

; yet many of thofe bills in earlier times have been
loft And even the billsm their moft modern condition affoid but an im-perfed eonjedure of the magnitude of London, as comprehending onlyhe clmftemng, and burials of thofe of the eftablifi^ed church, although
the difl-en ers of all denominations are very numerous. Thofe alfo who
ore buned m St Paul's cathedral, in the abbey-church at Weftminfter

ioufe Th^^'
church the Rolls chapel, Lincoln's Inn chapel, the Charter-'houfe. the Tower, and fome other parts, are faid to be entirely omitted.Before the la ft plague of 1665. the yearly bills were much more fre-quently filled with that difeafe than.' to our comfort, they have beenfince owing probably to the more airy ar.d open rebuilding of London

fweettatfr'
'""^'S'"^"°^ ^^ '^' >^'^ ^^66, and the greater plenty of
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By an a<^ againft the importation of foreign corrupt hops, and bfew-
-ing with fuch, it appears, that, though hops were produced in abundance
in England, ftill fome were imported, as it makes heavy complaints of
the adulteration of foreign hops, in the facks of which were found great
quantities of ftalks, powder, fand, draw, &c. by means whereof the
fubje6ts of this realm have been of late years abufed, 8cc. to the value
of L20,oco yearly, befide the danger of their healths, [i 'jac. /, c. 18.]
The houfe of commons granted the king during life a fubfidy of ton-

nage and poundage for the guard of the feas, m fo abjedt a ftyle, (the
words, your majefty's poor commons, being frequently repeated) and fo
unworthy of the Ipirit of free-born Englifhmen, that it is the lefs to be
woudeied at that his fon and fucccflbr made fo free with this fubfidy
without confulting his people, [i 'Jac. J, c. 33]

The tonnage duty was ^for every ton of wine, and i/for an aum of
Rhenifh wine.

The poundage was i/on every 20/"value of goods exported and im-
ported, excepting woollen cloths exported, and fifli exported taken by
Englifli fubjcds.

By this fame adt they granted him Li : 1 3 : 4 on every feck of wool ex-
ported, and the fame for every 24.0 woolfels, to be paid by aliens only,
^who f}iould»alfo pay 2/ for every 20/*value of pewter exported by them.
Yet the following year King James by proclamation prohibited the ex-
portation of wool, which, indeed, it was high time to do, our own ma-
nufadture of it being now fo confiderable, and fo much fent into foreign
parts, as to employ or work up all, or near all our own wool at home.

About this time the Englifh Eaft-India company fettled their factory

at Surat, in the province of Cambaya or Guzuratte, and were foon fol-

lowed thither by the Dutch. And there, at firft, the Portuguefe, pre-
tending to the fole and exclufive commerce to India, were very trou-

blefome to both Englifli and Dutch, by feizing their fhips and merchan-
dize, " " murdering their people : yet in the end both thofe nations,

but ii.^ el'pecially the Dutch, took a complete revenge on the Portu-
guefe in India.

We may on this occafion briefly remark the very great benefits

which both the cities and potentates of Eaft-India have reaped from the
coming of the Europeans thither ; and more eipecially the dominions
of the Mogul, by the great increafe of his cuftoms, and of his towns
and fea-ports. Even this famous town of Surat, though now the firft

port of the continent of India for maritime commerce, was little better

than a village till that time, though fince containing above aoo,ooo
fouls. The Europeans, moreover, have inftruded the Eait-Indians in

many forts of manufadures, &c. and more particularly in building bet-

ter and fafer ftiips.



''The Pormguefe in India had bcftn in poffe{{ionW{ti^V6^i ;'r -.
Ion (as we hsive related) eV6r Hnce the vear Uns J5 i

^^^^^

thdr firft fo« .4t Colunibo. wh.re the be'rcir^^^t:'^' e^ni Tra"'/^oares, the Portuguefe general, obliged rhe kimrnf rli ^ T'*

ipi^'^^st&^:s--i3iSI?iclves quite round t lat extenfive (and The Hnl nr,^ u
^'

doomed to be the perpetual fccurL oF i,. v
""^'^"^^"' however,

boyna and Tid^reTn L MoU cc^ Thi
""^^ the Portuguefe from Am-

.5 per .ent on their capitS6 'p.sl gSLs ^^
^'^"^^""^ ''^''^'

.

Ac th,s nme Sir' Waicr Raleigh la.d before Kng Tames a fmall .fT

nor much 4rd.dTt1ht'umrL''g tfrretXrS 1 'f" 't^prince a lirHe before his execur on nrXl •
^"^ ^^^'^'''^ '^at

main drift vva^ to cten^onft' at' t^^fivr^ "

• '" ''"^''**
^^ P^'^'^"- ^''^

o.;,.c„™.H«, even f„„re ^o^i;:;:::^;^:^^:':^^::;^

fliil mellf, t'^Ch"'"" ^""""^ °*' "^"'"^ '"-'Sn nauon.. (here he

• Mr. Anderfoii hat occafioiiallr given the {"ub .11 ,,j u , .

1 1...U- .Lercf.,- ukcn .h. libmy of cancelling IL; M ^" '"""^ "''""''' "'"'- "'' V--"- ^9^'
Vol. II. '

Gg
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IV) By the ftrin^ure or roominefs of their {flipping, holding much

merchandize, though failing with fewer hands than our fhips, thereby

carrying their goods much cheaper to and from foreign parts than wc

can ; whereby the Dutch gain all the foreign freights, whilft our fhips

lie ftill and decay, or clfe go to Newcaftle for coals.

V) Their prodigious fidiery, of which they make fuch vaft returns

yearly.
, r i

After thefe live propofitions, he goes on to remark on the freedom

from cufto'u allowed by the Dutch, for any newly creded trade. That

even in France all nations may freely buy and fell, being free of cuflom

outwards twice or thrice in the year. That at Rochel and in Britany

there is free cuftom all the year round, and alio in Denmark ;
except-

ing betv/een Bartholomew-tide and Michaelmas. That the Hanfe

towns imitate the Dutch in thofe wir. regulations, v/hereby they alfo

abound in riches and all manner of merchan.. -re, have plenty of money,

and are ftrong in fliipplng and mariners, io- -J of their towns havmg

near one thoufand fail of fhips.
,

That the Dutch and other petty ftates ingrofs the tranfportation ot the

merchandize of France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, and the Eaft

and Weft Indies; all which they carry to Denmark, Sweden, Poland,

and other northern parts, and bring back the bulky commodities of thofe

northern regions into the fouthern co,imtries. Yet is England bet-

ter fnuated than Holland for a general ftorehoufe. No fboner does a

dearth happen of wine, filh, or corn, &c. in England, than forthwith the

Embdeners, Hamburghers, and Hollanders, out of their florchouies load

. ^o or I oo fliips or more, difperfing themfelves round about this king-

dom, and carrying away great ftore of coin and wealth, thus cutting

down our merchants, and decaying our navigation, not with their natu-

ral commodities, but with thofe of other countries.

Amfterdam is never without ^co.ooo quarters of corn, befide what

they dayly vent, though none of it be of the growth of their country ;

and a dearth of only one year in England, France, Spain. Portugal,

Italy, Sec. is jullly oblerved to enrich Holland for feven years after. In

thc'l'ift dearth Ik years ago in England, the Hamburghers, Embdeners,

and Hollanders fupplicd this kingdom from their ftorehoufcs ;
and in a

year and a hilf carried away from the pons of Southampton, Exeter,

and BrUlol, near L200,oco;'and from other parts of this kingdom, (more

particularly including London) it cannot be fo little as L2,coo,oco

more, to fhe grtut decay of your kingdom, and impovcrifliing of your

people, difcredit and dilhonouv to the merchants, and to the land.

The' Dutch, &c. have a continual trade into this kingdom with 500

or 600 (hips yearly, with merchandize of other countries, ftoring them

up herj until the price rife to their minds ; and wc trade not with fifty

ihips into ihtir country in a year.
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He goes on to obferve very t^uely. that unlefs tlicre be a fcarcitv orhigh pnccs, all merchant, avoid the parts where great impofit ons areon merchandise

;
which places are ulually (lenderly n^imTed .£Jhnnd at dear rates often in fcarcity. and in want ^of erpLment fortheir people

: whereas the low duties of the wife ftates abovrnanfeddraw all traffic unto them, and the great liberty allowed 'rftrarers.nakes a continual mart; fo that whatever excifes. &c. they mav lavnpon the common ,^ople. they are fure ever to ealb, uphoRn^L /t.nn the merchants by all pofT.ble means, thereby t^ draw 'the weaS:and ftrength of Chnftendom to themfelves : and although the du Ls bebut fmall, yet the vaft exports and imports do greatly increafe their revenues
;
winch vaft commerce enables the common peopirr^ot onlv to

^jcf^ri^-r:£:^
me^JUndizen't' T e^i

'^'"

^^"'^f
^^'i^Iorence Inving faid fmall cuftoms on

^^^^^^Z;^^ ^^^ ^^^ereby

Scotland and Ireland
; 1. .t the great fidiery ^s^ in tl^LoifcounuSother petty nates, wherewi h they ferve themfelves Jnd all ChrXndom

M, i°;rut^"^
"' '"^'"^^' "'^^^'^' '^^'"s fold hi at uToTdTs.:

And we fend none thither.

" " L62o,.,oo o o

II) To I3eiinmk. Norway. Sweden, an.I the ports
ot Riga. Revel Narva, and other parts uf Livonia &cabove 10,000 lafts of henings, worth -

'^"I^^'^!'"iT^'' "" '" '*^°^^ countries.
IJ) rhe Hollanders fend into Ruflia near i .-oo lattsof herrings, old at about 30/per barrel, is .

T.-r-r cj^
^^^1^7/bout twenty or thirty lafts.

IV) To Staden Hamburgh, Bremen, and Embden

or Lt 6 ;:: It
°* '^''

T'
h^^'^g^' ^"'^ - ^^ou, U i

And we none at all.

^ Gg2

170,000 O O

27,000 o

I oo,oco o
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440,000 o o

140,000 o o

162,000 o o

V) To Cleves and Juliers, up the Rhine to Cologne

and Frankfort on the Maine, and fo over all Germany,

near 22,000 lafts of fifli and herrings, fold at L20 per

laft (and we none), is - - -

'•• VI) Up the river Meufe to Maeftrecht, Liege, &c.

and to Venloo, Zutphen, Deventer, Campen, SwoU, &c.

about 7000 lafts of herrings, at Lao per laft (and we
none at all), is - -

VII) To Guelderland, Artois, Hainault, Brabant,

Flanders, Antwerp, and up the Scheldt, all over the

archduke's countries, between 8000 and 9000 lafts, at

Li 8 per laft (and we none), is - - -

VIII) The Hollanders and others carried of all forts

of herrings to Roan alone in one year, befides all other

parts of France, 5000 lafts (and we noi 100 lafts), is 100,000 o o

Total fterling money, - Li,759,000 o o

Over and above thefe, there is a great quantity of fifti vended to the

Straits. Surely the ftream is neceflary to be turned to the good of this

kingdom, to whofe fea-coafts alone God has fent thefe great blefllngs

and immenfe riches for us to take ; and that any nation ftiould carry

away out of this kingdom yearly great mafles of money for fifti taken

in our feas, and fold again by them to us, muft needs be a great diftio-

nour to our nation, and hinderance to this realm *.

Raleigh goes on to other branches of the Dutch commerce, viz. that,

although abundance of corn grows in Poland, Livonia, &c. yet the great

ftorehoulc for t;rain, to ferve Chriftendom, &c. in time of dearth, is in

the Low Countries.

The vintage of wines and gathering of Hilt arc in France and Spain,

but the great ftores of both are in the Low Countries : and they fend

near 1000 lail of fliips yearly into the eaft count, ies with fait -uid wine

only, belide what they fend to other places ; and we not one Ihip in

tliat way.

Tlie exceeding great groves of wood are in the eaft countries, chiefly

wiihin the Baltic ; but the large piles of wainfcot, clapboard, fir, deal,

marts, and orlier timber, are in the Low Countries, where none grows,

wherewith they ferve themlelves and other parts, and this kingdom
;

and they have 500 or 600 great long fliips continually ufing that trade,

and we none ac all.

The wool, cloth, Ie;<d, tin, and divers other commodities, are in Eng-

lund ; but by means of our wot)l, and of our cloth going out rough, un-

• Tina ncctmnt of tlie mApnltmlc of tlie Dutch taken jjrcat pains to obtain acciitnte information,

fifhtry \\i,f. tj'ioicil tixly yc.irj. .itur liy tl.c ^r.mJ 'I'licn is, Imwcver, gouil rcaloii to liilpttt tiul i»

j.i-nlioiury Dc Witt, ;is bdicviny tliiil Rak'igli hail is nut i.i.tircly free fiom cx,n;gfiatioit. M.
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fhflL'^f
"''^^'^*

K
"'^ is an exceeding manufadory and drapery inthe Low Countries, wherewith they ferve themfelves aid other nationsand greatly advance the employment of their people at home and tmf

fie abroad, and m proportion fupprefs ours.
•*' "ome and trat-

We fend into the eaft countries yearly but 100 fhips. and our trad^chiefly depends on three towns there, viz. Elbing, Koningfter^ t HDantzick
;
but the Low Countries fend thither abf'ut 300o&'trTdingmto every city and port-town, vending their commoditier'to exceedmg profit, and loadmg their {hips with plenty of their rnrr,^

?"
ties, which they have .0 ,lr cent ch'eaper th'aHe. by rTaf^roTt;
difference of the com; and their fifli yields ready moL T^effend

thofe Laft-country commodities, and we none in that courfe

five or fL^"^'
"''° '" "'''"" ^"""^ port-towns of France, and we chiefly to

,

^^ ^°^ Countries have as many fliips and vefl^els as eleven kin^doms of Chnftendom have, let England be one. They bdM e^f;year near loooflnps*. although all their native commodides do Srequire 100 flups to carry them away at once. Yec although we have
1

lungs of our own m abundance for the increafe of traffi?, timber lobu.ld fhips, and con^modities ot our own to loud about 100^ Tps andvelTels at once, beude the great fifliing. and as fafl as they make the"

r

voyages might reload again, yet our fliips and mariners decline a^dtraffic and merchants dayly decay.
ueciine, and

For fevdity years together we had a great trade to Ruflia+ and evenabout fourteen years ago we fent ftore of goodly ihips thither ; but threeyears paA we f.nt out four thither, and laftyear but two or tLee fii ipswl^ereas the Hollanders are now increaled to about thirty or Lty £s'each as large as two of ours, chiefly laden with Fnglifli doth l^^rStaken m our leas. Enghlh lead, and pewter made%f ou^ tin iSother commodities
;

all which we may do better than they. And at

::%;::^::^^::r^f;::^^^^ ^^- - ^ommu^iy r nii;^

peras, la l.on, k^lls. (,. e. Ikms) ana many more native commodit es tothe number ot about ,00, and other nunuiadures vendible to tienumber oi about 1000
; befide corn, whereof great quantities of b.^rare made, and moilly t.anlported by flrangers ;\s airrol andloal"

tnidcd ihite ot Bitilh commerce, liavc never built
iliiitc lu many 1 ;/,<// in any one year. J/.
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Iron ordnance, a jewel of great value, far more than it is accounted,

by reafon that no other country (but England) could ever attain unto

it, although they had attempted it with great charge.

Raleigh, moreover, tells the king, that there were about 8o,coo un-

drelFed and undyed cloths annually exported from England, whereby

L400,oco per annum, for fifty-five years pad (being above twenty mil-

lions), has been loft to the nation ; which lum, had the laid cloths been

drefled and dyed at home, would have been gained, befide the farther

enlarging of traffic, by importing materials for dying, and the increafe

of cuftoms thereon. Moreover, there have been annually exported in

that time, in bayes, northern and Devonfhire kerfies, all white, about

50,000 cloths, counting three kerfies to one cloth, whereby five millions

more have been loft for want of dying and drefling.

Our baves are fent white to Amfterdam, and there drefTcd, dyed, and
, ftiipped for Spain, Portugal, &c. where they are fold by the name of

Flemilh bayes ; fo we lolc the very name of our home-bred commodi-
ties.

Speaking again of the fifhery, he afierts, that the great fea-bufinefs

of fiftiing employs near 20,000 ftiips and vefliels, and 400,000 people year-

ly, upon the coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with fixty fhips

of v/ar, which may prove 'dangerous. The Hollanders alone have about

3000 ftiips to fi(h with, and 50,000 men are employed yearly by them
on your majefty's coafts aforelaid ; which 3000 fhips employ near 9000
other ftiips and vcllels, and 150,000 perfons more, by fea and land, to

make provifion, to dreis and tranfnort the fifti they take, and return

commodities ; whereby they are enabled yearly to build 1000 fliips and

veftels.

King Henry VTI, defiring to make his kingdom powerful and rich

by an increafe of fliips and mariners, and for the employment of his

people, moved his iea-ports to fet up the givat and rich fiftiery, promil-

ing them needful privileges, and to furnifti them with loans of money
;

yet his people were ftack. That by only twenty fiihing-bufles, placed

at one fea-coaft town, where no ftiip was before, there maft be to carry,

recarry, tranfport, and make provifion for one bufs, three fhips ; like-

wife every ftiip fetting on work thirty feveral trades. Thus thofe twenty

buftes fet on work near 8000 perfons by lea and land, and caufe an in-

creafe of near 1000 mariners, and a fleet of eighty fail of ftiips in one

town, where none were before.

In the conclufion he ftrongly recommends what he c.ills a ftate-mer-

chant, from which he promiies a great increafe of commerce, manufac-

tures, fhipping, and riches -, yet, as far as appears from his general ac-

count of it, it fi.'cms to be no more than for the king to give him leave

to name a number of commiifioners, to be vefted by his majefty with

authority to take examinations upon oath, and in other rcfpeds to re-
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gulate commerce to the beft advantage ; which fcheme feems much thefame wah the prefent board of trade and plantations, erededha theyear 1690. ^"^

Raleigh's eflky on commerce was a mafterly performance for the timem which It was written, yet he is fometimes miftaken ; for inftance, "sadvice to raife the nominal value of coin above its intrinfic vahae o"in other words, above the price of bullion in other nations, which hethmks would be a means to keep our coin to ourfelves. Yet in tl^pomt Raleigh may be excufed, feeing that fo lately as the years 160

c

and ,696. when the filver coins were fo fhamefull/ impaired^as to re-quire a genera recomage an otherwife able and diligent fecretary ofthe treafury fell into the like miftake. as will be related in its placeHis theory is good in refped of the great advantages accruing, to thepublic by dying and fully dreffing our cloths before e^ortationr 1 ever-thelefs we (hall fee Alderman Cockayne's patent for \hat end in tieyear 1615 prove unfuccefsful. although thofe arts have fince been gain-ed by us gradually and without force, which a compulfory law in Kinc.
James's reign could not efFec^ King James's attempt alio in the year

ive'-^ ¥irfiif"" 1'°r' ^? r"^^^°^ ^^ """"^'"d* P-^-^^ abort-
ive. Ihe fifliery is much altered fmce Raleigh's time : people even

fond of a falt-fifh diet
; yet it mufl be allowed that there is ftill a greademand tor faked fifli in many countries.

^

Upon the w^iole. although ibme part of this eflay may poffibly lieunder the cenfure of exaggeration, yet its hiftorical .md critical lenLksrender It very deicrv.ng of a place in commercial hiftorv.
Bdides the eftabliHiment of a company of mines-royal ereded in

1503, and another for mineral and battery-works in i s;68 Kintr Tamesnow mcorporated the earl of Pembroke and others, for better continu-ing the corporation (of the loth of Qiieen Elizabeth) of the fociety ofmineral and battery-works
; yet notwithftanding the ads of parlian^eiuof he loth and 39th of Elizabeth, and fundry grants of Kht' ameandoi Kmg Charles land II. with prohibitions' of foreign i?onl'"e

TrJrlT"! V r^ '•'''' '^' '°"'P'">' "^" "^in"-'-oyal vvas united in
668 o that of the mmeral and battery-works, whereof Prince Rupertmd the earl of Shaft (bury were then eleded governors; two ads of parKunent. ncvertheleis, (ui 1689 and 1693) declauxl no urines tJ beloya either of copper, tin. iron, or lead, even thon.^li gold and filvcrftould be exiraded therefrom; provided, however, that the cown n^a •me the- pre-emption of thole ,netals, paying for copper oreL,6pei-
>". tm L2 per ton. iron L2. :md lead L9 per ton. Thefe ads greatlyd leouraged the above named focicties. and gave rile to the n.inc-adventurcrs company, now alfo in a very languidung condition in our
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By a ftatute of this year [c. 25] when ivheat is not above Lr : 5 : 8

per quarter, rye, peafe, and beans, 15/, and barley audi malt 14/ per

quarter, ihey may be exported in Englifh ftiips, paying cuftom, i/'^er

quarter for wheat, and 1/4 for the other kinds. '"

1604.—An aflembly of Hanfeatic deputies now appointed a folemn

embafly to foreign nations, for the renewal of their mercantile privi-

leges, in the name of the cities of Lubeck, Dantzick, Cologne, Ham-
burgh, and Bremen. They firft addrefled King Jamen. who, becaufe

they brought no letters from the emperor, foon difmifled them with

the following anfwer of his privy coimcil.

That as their privileges were heretofore adjudged tc be forfeited, and

thereupon relumed by the king's predeceflbrs, in refpedt of the breach

Oj comlitions on their part, fo it can no way ftand with the good of

the ilate to reftore them again to the faid privileges. And with this an-

fwer they . departed nothing contented. [Tbuatii Hi/l. L. cxxxi.—WV«-

wood's Memoirs, V. ii.]

The Hanfeatics went thence to the court of France, where they met
with abundance of good words, but nothing eUe ;, and then they went

to the court of Spain, where, probably for the emperor's fake, they had

fome fuccefs.

King James I having determined to make peace with all nations, a

treaty was fet on foot at London between his minifters and thofe of

King Philip ni of Spain, and of the Archduke Albert, and the Arch-

duchefs Ifabella Clara Eugenia, for the Netherlands. What was then

concluded relating to commerce is in fubftance, viz.

I) All fliips of war, and letters of marque and reprifals, to be called

in on both fides.

II) King James's garrifons in the cautionary towns fhall uot fupply

the Hollanders with any military ftores, nor any other afljfbnce whatw
ever, during their revolt from Spain.

III) There (hall be a free and uninterrupted commerce between the

dominions of both parties, as it as before the late wars, and as agrech^''

able, to former treaties of commerce ; with free accefs to each others

ports, fo, hpwever, that no number exceeding fix fliips of war fhall en-

ter into any port on either fide without previous leave. ' 'vtirii t,:ii

IV) The merchandize of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may be
freely imported into the Spanilli dominions, without being obhged to

pay the new impofl of 30 per cent, and ihall pay none but the old du-

ties.

V) "With refpedt to the merchandize which King James's fubje«3:s

lliall buy in Spain, they fliall likewile be exempted from the faid new
import of 30 per cent, provided they bring away the faid merchandize

in their own fhipping. and unlade them either in theBritilh dominions

or in the Spanilli Netherlands j but they fhall not cany them any wiiere
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refpeaive fovereign-, confent" IF^t jfxv,' * cTr,
"'"'°"' """^

lx>ly being found to be very nrrTi, j.vS^r '^°""S">i but this mono-
Ing year f^ ftronV;renSa.eTat 'rfav'T."!"'?'T '" "'= ^°"°"-

tlie patent was revoked and .h7,r?H. , .{ r
houfe of commons, that

as b foje, by ad ofVarliamtn^ '[f^i"
"hofe countnes ieft free to all

to ^"^l^^^^li-Z the'^^Sy-^of^hircIf'"" ,'''
""T'"'and Cambaya. and the ides ther^tnul)

^^^'^^^^j China, Japan, Corea,

countries and people Cnot asttZn"^??^' T^ '? '''^' ^"^ the faid

zabeth's charter onncorporbn^to t^e E^ft^^^^^^
'"^' '" '^"'^'^ ^'*-

chasf i^rfotmed L^i^glemTbTe """"' ^"' ^'''""^'"^ '"P-

the other two to 7l e ifl" of Kda fT^
''>' "1'^ ^^^'- «'''°8 ""^

r..ace. At Amboyna fo elnent for .T" T t'l'l'^'
"'' ""«™S ""d

^.nd there he foutul t" c DuKh a" wa with /k
'=p'°"*'=''

'r^""^ 1™"")' i

vereigmy of that i..l.orta,rifla"d In the r re^^ltl? "' ^"^
their (hips was loft hut the oth^-r fV,ri . r r u

^^^^^eward one of
Tl>e fblIowin^^ r;co d P ews the v.r!

^
'i
^'^ '" '*^^ J'^^"- '6°<5.

ieafons then and now "ts die f n^ 5^' ^'^^""^ °^ ^""'^^ «nd
Jame. fcts forth, ihitwh rea to'bactn'h^" ^Z ""^"''c''

"^^'''^'^ ^'"S
<>^.t, and brought frl foreign "nm7nr^ ' "^'"^ °^ ^^'^^ ^^^"-^ ^^"n^
'•.led by the bcntcr 'o^^ bSdien fnW .

^'!«"^»'»7' ^^^ taken and
^taltn,' but is now at tks chv thrn K m' """i"'

"' ^'^'y^''' ^" P'-^f^^^'^e

^lHMCof,cxcemvely?nken!^vl\ K^ 7^^""^""^ '^"^ ^^^^ toleration

\'oL. ir.
^ '" • " "^'"^^'- °*"otous and dilbrderly perfon"

II h
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of mean and bafe condition, who do fpend moll of their time in that

idle vanity, to the evil example and corrviptini^ of others ; and alfo dd

confume lie wages which many of them get jy their labour, not caring

at what price they buy that drug. By which immoderate taking of to-

bacco the health of a great number of our people is impaired, and their

bodies weakened and made unfit for labour ; befides, that alfo a great

part of the treafure of our land is fpent and exhaufted by this only drug,

fo licentiouily abuled by the meaner fort. All which enormous incon-

veniencies wc do well perceive to proceed principally from the great

quantity of tobacco dayly brought into this our realm, which excels

might in great part be reftrained by fome good impofition to be laid

on it. V'^herefor, v/e command you our treafurer of England to order

all euftomers, comptrollers, fe;irchers, furveyors, &c. of our ports, that,

from the 26th of October next, they (hall demand and take for our ufe,

of all merchants, as well Englifh as ftrangers, and of all others who (hall

bring in any tobacco, the fum of fix {hillings and eightpence on every

pound weight thereof, over and above the cuftom of twopence upon the

pound weight ufually paid before, &c. \Fadera, V. xvi, p. 601 .] As

this king, as well as his fon and fucceffor, had a mortal hatred to tobac-

co, and as it was. moreover, all brought from the Spanish Weft Indies,

it is no wonder he laid a tax on it equal to a prohibition, had it been

legally impofed and ftrictly executed. He* then Uttle apprehended that

in procefs of time the tax on the tobacco of his own colonies would

vield a very confiderable fhare of the public revenue. We may add,

what is obvious to all, that he had no right to lay on fuch a duty with-

out the confent of parliament.

The king iflued a proclamation for the reformation of the coin, and

for coining new money, \ycedera, V. xvi, p. 605.]

The new coins were pieces of 20/, 10/, 5/, 4/, and 3/6, in gold ; and

pieces of 5/, 2/6, i/, 6d, 2d, id, and an halfpenny, in filver.

The barbarous cruelties committed by the Spaniards in Chili, as well

as in other parts of America, fo incenfed the natives, that they deftroy-

ed five of the thirteen Spanifli towns in that country with much flaugh-

ter. It is even faid tliat a confiderable part of Chili ftill preferves its

native independence.

1605 We have already feen the charters of two temporary Englifh

Levant or Turkey companies expire ; and as fuch limited grants are al-

ways diicouraging to the adventurers, King James now gave a perpe-

tual charter to a new company, by the defignation of the merchants of

England trading to the Levant leas. It is what is called in England a

regulated company (there being as yet no joint ftock comixxnies exift-

ing), every member trading on his own particular bottom, though un-

der fuch regulations as fliould be fettled at their own general courts.

The charter grants to a number of perfons therein named, and their
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fons. and all others thereafter to be admitted or made free of the com-pany annually to elea a governor, deputy-governor, and eighteenTf-
fiftants, to nianage all matters relating to the trade, freedom, &c. Allthe kmg's fubjeas bemg merchants, under the age of ttventy-fix yearon requirmg the fame, and paying L25 to the company, and if aSvetwenty-fix yeaij of age. paying L50, Ihall be made free of this cmi

'

Softo/inty'.''
'^^''''''''' ^«" ^' »^'""^«d to its freedom on pay.

Thus a mod profitable commerce to England was eftabliflied •J^^pef-petmty * whereby great quantities of our woollen manufhaures and

ett^^d^wSer'^'ThTv
''"''" f "'*^^'"' J^"'^'^' ^^'

^-"'^-^
exported thither. The Venetians, for many ages, fupph^d Cbnftantm-ople and other parts of the Levant with woollen cloth and other mlchandize but the Enghih being able to afford their cloth, cheaper 7hL
Th7rh ''''/rV^r ^°^«"y°"^ ^f the doth trade to TurkeyThe author of the Trade's increafe. publifi>ed in 1615. fays that atfirft thas company's ordinary returns were three to one ; and tWs hSgenerally been the cafe in newly difcovered trades. ^ . i.S ';^J^

It is true that Furkey is not a country to get a great *nd diwA h«lance from, yet the raw filk brought from thence has been the means"of bnnging our filk manufaa«re to its prelent magnitude; a^d as wehuve alfo from thence cotton, mohair yarn, and dying (tuffs in Latquantities, we may juftly efteem this trade profitable to the public^ fothe advancement ot many forts of manufaaiires. From the hZm al?ocome drugs, Coffee, cari^ets, &c.
^vant alio

Captain Ley fettled with fome Englifhmen on the river Weapoco in

»il :iau
King James this year coined gold pieces called tiftits value 2c''double crowns 10/; Britain crowns 5/; thiltle crowns 4/ "nd half

As e^^ery improvernent and increafe of the metropolis of the BritiH..mpire indicates the increafe of its general wealth and commerce wehaUnotfcrupetotake notice that an act of parliament ^^is'nffld
\3 > A r^ 22] for pavmg St. Giles's and Drury- ane, wherein St S I.,m^ the fields ,s delcribed as a town fepurate from the great "ontieu^^vciy foul and miry, and till now unpaved. What we now call Ss['

u tncir privilege ,„ his Surv.-y of the TurliJ;, anplr,, 8vo, , 7^8. M.

Hh a

!T <wfar the fxdiifive privilcgei of the com
piiiiy Bia)- be profitable ta tlie nation at k
• :
"• called !!i (^Ufftiou ; and in.dcc

' ' " "
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Giles's, is in this ad called * tbc ftrect in,tliRt part of the town of 1 St.

* Giles leading to Holborn.' -nnn b'.Hii ni '<n " • 1
' ••'

About this tiiTie coaches begnnr to fee tin pretty general ufe among the

nobility and gentry in London ; but liaekney-coaches and ftage-<;oaches

to and from the country were tftiii unkaowtniijiC'iotati t^**^ * ^<' ^i^'" '
'

Philip in king of Spain ifTued afevere declaration, prohibiting the

inlwbwams of the United provinces from trading to the dominions of

Spain, or to the Eafl: or Weft Indies. But the Dutch Eaft-India com-
pany were i'o far from being thereby overawed, that it rather infpired

then> with frefh refolution and diligence j for they prefently fent out

eleven (hips, prepared as well for war as for ccnunerce. Theic were

foon followed by eight more, well fupplied with foldiers, who were to

keep garrilbn in the Eaft-Indies, where they at firft reduced the fort of

Amboyna, and after taking feveral Spaniih and Portuguefe prizes, they

entirely diflodged thofe two nations from the Molucco ifles. But with-

out tiring the reader with all the feveral voyages of that Dutch com-

pany, and their numberlefs advantages over the Spaniards and Portu-

guefe in India and at fea, we (hall here only fummarily obferve th.at

they foon obtained full poflelfion of an immenfe commerce there, and

in time eftablilhed their tadories and fettlemaits from Balfora at the

mouth of the river Tigris in the Perfian gulf, along the coafts and

ifles of India even to Japan, making alliances with many Indian princes,

being moreover fovereigns in many parts of India, particularly the

coafts of Ceylon, Palicat, Mafulipatam, Negapatam, and many other

places along the coafts of Coromandel, Cochin, Canonor, Cranganor,

and other places along the coaft of Malabar, and the beft part of the

great ifle of Java, with Batavia, their great emporium there, the centre

of all their Indian commerce ; they are alfo fovereigns of the Moluccos

and other fpice iflands ; and at length they became fo potent as to be

able to fend out a fleet in India of forty or iifty capital Ihips, and a land

ar.my of 30,000 men.

..fiThe riches brought home to Europe by the feveral nations now trad-

ing to the Eaft-lndies, having excited the emulation of the court of

Denmark to attempt a fliorter way thither by the north-weft, although

fo otten before fruitlefsly attempted by others, King Chriftiern IV this

year fent out three fliips into Frobiflier's ftraits, which traded with the

natives, Ion le of wl.oni they brought home to Copenhagen. 1 hey re-

peated tliefe attempts thither for feveral fucceeding years, but made no

material difcovery. jiniixf-.' i ic?

,1606.—The people of Hull, who had long frequented the fiftiery

on the coafts of Iceland and Norway, made alio fome eli'ays for that

pofl^ige on the coafts ot Greenland ; and now alii) the Rulfia and Eaft-

India companies joined in ftndmg out John Knight, who had been lent

thither the preceding year by the court of Denmark ; but he returned
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without any difcover.r They now began to kill morfes, or fea horfesby lances, whofe teeth being in thofe times efteemed better than i^rv'hey brought honie many of them, and much of their oil and alfo

in r6o3 by a fhip belonging to Sir Francis Cherry.
toverea

In the years 1608 and 1610. the Rulfia company took poflefflon ofCherry illand, and brought home confidemble quantities of m^rf«teethand 01,.
^
In Gull .land they diWred th.e£l<.d iS^ Zt.

J'''\'^^^<^°^J^irxg]^mes, an ad of parlicment pafled with di-redhons how a pafTage may be made by water from London to Sfordbu as this law did not anfwer expedation. it was repealed
'

.in!r^ K
^*'^'

V-^"^ V^^y
of peace, commerce, and alliance was con-cluded between Kmg Tames and Henry IV king of France Vrth.^

l^T^aV^^'t '° ^^"^"^^•^e i« in fubfxance^s follows.^i^ "^
I) The duties and cuftomsm both countries «> be. the 'fatoe as if.former treaties, fii (tn '• ••:

,.
"^ "'^ "™e asm

II) In die ports of London for England, and of Ronen &r f^i-Prance. aU contravernes between merchants lh« II be reSd t" twimerchants of each nation, who (hall be called confervatoTs of the rn^merce, and (hdll take an iiath for the faithful e.ecut Inof MvoCeand fhaU be appointed anew every ytf -. Thev fliall fee m Tl a rof weights and. meafures. and tho'fe'L'France ^^o "e^^^^^^^^^ ifJjfghf^ woo! en clothe and what fl.all appear to be badM bet exnorr.dtoLngland, but without. confifcftt.Jn. or the payingVanTSvir'the ren^U or^remrn' of iVich cl<«h. ^.u.d £.51^.'"^,^'^ ^!^

1\ )
Merc lan.s dving in either country ninv freeiv benuenrV, ri„-eMs accordn. to the l»w, ,„d cuft„„« L' ,„LS rfe' c*'!;!

k2.'^!6ZT
"'"•""""""" •"= -"'d '» on both fides. [fe*„,

cl.L'"'
'" ""' ""' ""= '*" of G"""% »d Jcrfey are b, name in-

^or the good^,overnn.ent o^f tttghrit ^'oZV;.7^;Zr'^:
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was in confequence of the newly incorporated Levant company of the
preceding year, eroded in perpetuity* •

"* 't

JHenry, the patriotic king of France, ercded a council for the encou-
j-agement and improvement of commerce ; and he perlevercd in his en-
deavours to introduce iiew manufadurcs in his kingdom. Befidcs thofe
already mentioned, mills for working and cleaning of iron, manufiio-

lures of gauzes and thin linen cloth, cloth and lerges, and gilt leather,

.were ellabliflied in various parts of France.
Captain Gofnold having given an advantageous defcription of Virgi-

nui, as Raleigh and others had done before, the gentlemen and mer-
-abants of England began to entertain frelh hopes of planting a perma-
nent colony there ; and both the London and Briftol merchants had for

three or four years part, traded (as Gofnold had alio done) for fuch
commodities as the Indians on the coafts of that country could fupply.

Captain Gilbert alfo in this year firft landed in the great bay of Chefa-
peak, where lie loft his Ufe. Moreover, Captain Weymouth, fitted out

by the earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Wardour in

the year 1605, had traded alio on thofe coafts with the Indians, barter-

ing his beads, knives, combs, &c. for their furs, (kins, &c. t!o vaft pro-

iit. At length, after much folicitation, Captain Gofnold (Obtained of
King James a charter for two companies. *

The firft company conlifted of Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George So-

iners, Edward Wingfield, Efq. Mr. Hakluyt the induftrious compiler
of a coUedion of voyages, and others, who, under the name of the

South Virginia company, or the London adventurers, had a patent for all

the lands in America comprehended between the 34th and 4 1 It degrees

of north latitude, which are now called Maryland, Virginia, and Ca-
rolina.

)j The fecond company was called the Plymouth adventurers, who were
empowered to plant and inhabit as far as to 45 degrees of north lati-

;ude, including wliat are now called Peni'ylvania, New Jerfey, New
York, and New England. But thele laft did not pb'.nt till fonie years

afterwards.

The London company lent out two (hips, in which went Mr. Percy,

the carl of Northumberland's brother, and four more of the council

of that company, carrying with them a clergyman, I'undry artificers

and tools, provilions, ammunition, &c. They landed and ibrtified three

niiies from the mouth of Powhatan (now James river) within Chelapeak

bay, and gave their firft fettlement the name of James to^-n, which

it ftill retains. This therefor was properly the firft EngUfti colony on
the continent of America which took root, and has proved permanent

to our days, all former attempts having jiro'^td abo'rtive. Here one

hundred men llttied, with all necefiEiriCs, and Captain John Smith (who

has written the firit account of the country) was left to he their princi-
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D^r3. ;Js tI
^ of Southampton joining himfelf to this com-pany, procured Sir Fhoims Dale (an experienced foldier in the Nether-Irmd w^rs) to be the, r firft governor. Some of the other principalnS-:nagers were Srr Ldwm Sandys. Sir John Danvers, Sir Maurice AbDAlderman Abdy. &c Thefe gentlemen prevailed on the grfat sfrfrancis Bacon to wnte Ins excellent inftrudions concerning new JZnies. which are primed aniongft his other eflkys

It is very true that the yellow ifinglafs dull found in Tames riverand other golden dreams, did for a while fufpend the pro^ir improve:ment of thpt infant plantation, which was alfo greatly ibftrudcd bytheir many fqvabbles with the natives, then very numerous there bu^as they were regularly fupplied with neceflaries and recruits from En^.land, they at length furmounted all difficulties, the greateft of which

The company of merchant-adventurers of the city of Exeter obtained

FlfKl^K^^'^'^U^.^^- '' ' 9] confirming a charter whchSnElizabeth had granted them, in the year 1560, for an cxclufivc tra^Ltothe domirtons of France. This was a propel- monopoly egally elkbhlhed. but only as far as related to the reft of the inhabinn { whnwere not free of that company, for which this ftatme affigns '^
;e^fonthe inconveniencies arifen from the exceflive number of iWant m^

^r4ViJ;:rrhatif>-
'-' "p- ''^- - "^^ '^ ^i^^:^:::^^

dizing. and buying and felling in that town, who was no^frTe ofTt"with an exception, however, of rlie barons and freemen of the Cina ,.'

n ire. Both thefe monopolies, though merely local, would Sevcrthe

n. !ft"^Tuf"''^^". "^"^ P"blinied his laft and improved edition of hisnoft valuable work, mtitled Britannia. Since his time the condidon of.nany Englilh towns is greatly altered for the better, by tL g"ne^^^^^^^^^

Tc llsltTSrr- ^r-^-^^; ^P^^l^-g of L-nJlnD'oXmir"

3:^;^^^^- fi£;-^r^: sti^rs^-Ci:;t^:
p^ a^ri;^- fp^LrmeVc^^^^^^^^^^^

^' -- %^p.ng.^avUt^:

^JJ^'^'^}}.''''^P^''of]^ook, alfo in the fame county is creatlvreafed m fh.ps and merchants fmce a little before Camden' trie w^.ccording to bim the bulk of its inhabitants were a few fiH ermen

in-

when
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The fqaporj^, town-, qf §^ndqt]a;id,lMid«o^xi^enco ia Camden's,. tinic,

otlier^^fe It c.ould not Ifavp efcaped the ^uicc «t Uint ^curute autlu« >

arid trie like fpav be obrave4,.of Falnio«tlj^iiow a \k,.,U fwqucnwd.pvtt.
Of Norwich we have clfewhere noted the gie^^jimprpvements ; «U the,

like my be reinarlicd of JJjiflol, »nd yet mi'»ch wore, of Liverpool

;

^^(? pf-pcjvcaflk,^anji roany, QtUers. both feaports and inland towns,
where nianufadlures now greatly flourifli, as I^ediW tJUUfax,. Birmiug'
^«W, lNf^r?chefler. ^C. , ,, ,m».Wv»hm4»t

Jt.jniu[t Uo>v(;vrr,l^e,^d^pitted on the other hand, tljpt f«ine fewEng-
Hl^ towns l^^ve decayec^ j^which yi gld times wae ip^h ,mpre conCi-

^P.''^'^'f/ P3^^}§^}'^'^^y ^l<^ ^^f^ ^ Xqrli^fit4 .LincftlQ. ;Xli^ .latter efiie^,

ciatly rnurt have liad a fudden as well as a very grii^vous (Jecay in Cam-
den^'^ t^inr, ^wh,o,obferving how mucli tlic city of Lincoln was funk un-

'^^Jv^^^^'^f'W^* *^ ^*'^^'i^'^'^
antiquity,, adds, ' that pf. fifty churclxes

• which we're remembered to have been in it by our grandfathers, there
• are nowfc ce eighteen r<:p-iaining.' Since QiMcp4^!iiyjime they arc
reduqc4 (to thirteen (habby ojies. Vt ,i^ ,

Sjljce we are upon this fubjed of the increafe md dftelioe of cities,

Thuanus (who likewifc wrote in 1607), Ipeaking of the famous com-
niercial city of Dantziek, obferves, that from a fmall and ob(cure be-
ginjiingit fws.fincefo greatly Jnqreafed, that at this day it may be.
cfteemed the molt frecjuented and richeft .emporium, not only of tlje,

uo/th and w^ft, but eV<;n of the whole earth, which was probably fay-
ing rather too much, as Amfterdam may be prefuined to have beei^
then much more frequented by (hipping,, pf greater magnitvidc, of a
more extenfive commerce, and more opulent , than Dantziek. But; be-

that as it may, Dantziek is fincc in fome degreerdecUned frqm it« former
profperity, though ftill a noble and opulenj cijty jiji to thM>

King James gave a charter for feven years to Richard, Pcnkjevell of
Cornwall, Efq. and his colleagues, for the Ible difcovery of . a paflage to

China, Cathay, the Moluccos, and other parts of ^he Eaft^lndies, by
the north, norih-eafl, or north-weft. They were hereby iaicorporated

by the name of the colleagues of the fellowfliip for the djlcovery pf .the

north p^ifliigc,, and were \o cr\J9y for,ever all t|>e laii^ they.flOould dif-

cover (not alr^a^y found by any Chriftians), referving to the crown
the fuprcme rovereignty, and alfo certain prerogatives, duties, &c.
[Fadt-ra, ^ xvj, p. 66q.] But as nothing followed (that we can learn)

from this charter, we need fay nothing. fattiJier about it.

Captain HenTy Oudfun (whether coi^iUided vvith the abqve conopany
or not is uncertain) now Hiiled as far north ^«j 80 j degrees, in quell of
th^ paljiige; and he repeated his at,tenapt i^ tlje follov«'ing year to as

litfle purpofe, after haying in .vain tried a nonh-eaft paflagp by Nova
Zenibl^ the fame jear. His name, however, is perpetuate^., by being
given to a great bay in the northern part ot America. 2
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of federal connJs made a'.^"'Jf'^.liot Sc^fro^tha^ ?"^"^
which however was ioon quelled

'"tu"cction oa that account,

ThcEngliOi Eaft^lndia company now fent out thnr th'rAwith three fhips
; but « it would be enuaMv rLf ^^"-"J^'''^

^pyagC
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• Having feen,' fays King James. « in a few years fpace, that' our bro-

* ther the French king hath, fince his coming to that crown, both be-
' gun and brought to perfedion the making of filk in his country,

' whereby he hath won to himfelf honour, and to his fubjetfts a mar-
* -vellous increafe of wealth.' This was very true ; hut experience has

fhewn that neither that king nor any of his fuccefTors liave been able to

propagate fiik in any place north of the river Loire, and much lefs fo

far north as about I^iris.

Neithec have any later attempts in England for this ptirpofe fucceed-

ed ; our climate being apparently too cold for it. But the climate in

Carolina and Georgia is better fuited for filk-worms than the very

fouthernmoft provinces of Spain, France, or Italy ; which therefor

it is earneftly hoped will foon be effedually encouraged, as very hope-

ful and confiderable ' nnnings have already been made. But as the

bringing of fo great atter to any degree of perfe61^ion will require

manv hands and muc. expenfe, it feems very well to merit the confider-

ation and aid of the public ; the niantity of raw filk of the very beft

quality already produced in thofe two provinces giving rational ground

for hoping that perhaps even the very next generation may enjoy the

fubrtantial effeds of the prefent endeavours for the propagation as well

of filk as of wines, potaflies, cochineal, and fundry other excellent new

produftions ; more efpecially confiderin^ the encouragement annually

allotted for thofe and many other noble purpofes by the honourable and

ever to be applauded focie'ty for the encouragement of arts, manufac-

tures, and commerce, lately eftablifhed in our own time.

Hitherto the Englifli were but little (killed in the arts of dying and

drefling their own woollen cloths ; they therefor ufually fent them white

into Holland, where they were dyed and drefled, and then fent back to

England for fide. It is furprifing that thofe who made the fined cloths

in the world could not finilh them : but the fad was really fo. Alder-

man Cockayne, and fome other merchants, refleding on the great profit

thereby made by the Hollanders, propofed to the king to undertake the

dying and drefilng of cloths at home, to the great profit of the public

and his majefi:y ; whereupon Cockayne obtained an exclufive patent for

it, and the king was to have the monopoly ot the fale of fuch home-dyed

cloths. The king thereupon ifiiied a proclamition, prohibiting any

white cloths to be fent beyond fea, and fei/.ed tiie charter of the com-

pany of merchant-adventurers, which empowered them to export white

cloths. The Hollanders and German cities, on the ©ther fide, prohi-

bited the importation of all Englfii dyed cloths. Thus was commerce

thrown into confufion, Cockayne being difabkd from felling his cloth

any where but at home : bcfide that, his cloths were wurfe done, and

vet were dearer, than thofe done in Holland. There was a very great
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clitmour therefor raifed againft th,\s new projea by the weavers info-
much that the king was obliged to permit the exportation of 3 limited
quantity of white cloths : and a few years after, (viz. in 161 for

.
quieting the people, he found himfelf necelTnated to annull Cqckayne's
patent, and to reftore that of the merchant-adventurers, who feem to
have gained over the lord chancellor Bacon to their fide, who in a
letter to King James (printed in his Refyfcitatw) concerning Cockayne's
new company, complains, 'that they at firft undertook to dye and
drels all the cloths of the realn^

; yet foon after they wound themfelves
uito the trade of whites. This feeding of the foreigner,' (meaning theDutch) lays that great man, ' may be dangerous. For, as we may think
to hold up our clothing by vent of whites, till we can dye and drefs--
fo the Dutch will thiuk to hold up their manufaaures of dying and

• dreffing upon our whites till they can clothe *! T confefs, I 4id everthmk, that trading in companies is mofl agreeable to the Englifh na-

I

ture. whith wanteth that fame general vein of a republic which
runneth in the Dutch, and ferves them inftead of a company; and
therefor I dare not advife to adventure this great trade of the king-

;
'^^'j^'/vhfh hath been fo long under government, in a fre.- or loofe
trade. And thus, merely by proceeding too precipitately, an artwhich afterward was gradually br,a.ght to ab^lu,t^ pcrl^aipn in Eng-

Jiind. was now deemed impraaicable. ,{. , V '
" '

King James entered into a nt^w defenfive treaty with the flates of theLnitedNetherlaud.; engaging to defend them againft all invafions and
injuries, and to affift them with twenty (hips of war. from 300 to 600
tons burd.n

; and ado witn 60Q0 foot and 400 horfe ; they on the otherhde engaging to a(I,ft h.m with 4000 foot and 300 horfe. But this
treaty was not to take place^tiilaft;er,ti^e,i^;jce,R^w. treating of between
Sp-un and the dates., .,,,,, .^j,,^-, .,^^f, „„;,.,,,„;, ., .r'

/.lu.ihcr treaty of this fame dme concerns the arrears of debt due to

^'!^?,-l'i?^:"'' j'y '*'' .^^^*''^ '"'^ ^'^"" '-''^"c:erning commercial privileges.
1) Ihe flatesackuowlege LSi.8,4o8 Sterling to be due to the king

^

01 wh.ch lum he will expect nothing for the hrft two years after the
^

peace, that they may have time to eftablifli chcir afTairs ; and after-

^

Mard. he will be content with annual payments of L60.00Q until allDo paici oil.

' JI> The Knglifli iiK^rchant^advemurers fliall enjoy all their wonted
privileges in the icven provinces, for the mutual adva-ncement of thecommerce oi both muions.' {Ftxdaa, V. xvi. p. 667 1

'^

Captam ITudion made fui.dry diltoveries in North-Virginia, .ns it wisthen called, where ne uHo gave name. to Hudfon's river. He is faiftohave made a loimul iale. of lands lying on that iivei- in i\i^ J^iir; i^S,

^,^^1..
thi, his lu,dlhi£ wa. a true p.ophet. though i,. what he a<ld, wc may fiJm^wLt '^lAln; \rom

I Z
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including therein Martha's vineyard and Elizabeth's ifland, now part of
New-England, to certain Hollanders ; who thereupon fet about planting

and improving very faft. They named the country New-Netherland,
and buik there the city of New-Amfterdam, (fince named New-York,)
and the fort of Orange (now Albany) about 150 miles up Hudfon4
jivert

In this manner did the Hollanders go on improving their New-
Netherland, without any efFedual check from England even until King
Charles IPs firft war with Holland. The ftates-general, in the placart

or patent eftabUfliing their Weft-India company, exprefsly included

New-Netherland therein ; which, however, we ihalJ fee in its proper
place, they were unable to keep.

1609.—Captain Hudfon made a third attempt for a north weft paf-

fage to China ; but being again obftructed by ice, fogs, and crofs winds,

he failed back to the ifland of Faro, and thence to Newfour Mand, &c.
and fo home.

James was the laft king of England who took the benefit of the fta-

tute, [25 Edw. Ill] for levying an aid of 2of on every knight's fee

immediately held of the king ; and the like fum on every L20 yearly

inlands, ' icld immediately of the crown in foccage, for making the

king's eldeft fon a knight ; the aid being in favour of Prince Henry,
King James's eldeft fon, not yet created prince of Wales, though fifteen

years old. \Fadera, V. xvi, p. 678.]

Mr. Harcourt, of Stanton Harcourt, with fixty perfons, fettled on the

river Weapoco, in Guiana, where Captain Ley had fettled in 1605 ; and,

returning to England, he obtained, by Prince Henry's intereft, a pa-

tent for all that coaft, together with the river of Amazons, for him and
his heirs. But that colony could not ftand it for want of fupport from
home ; which had likewile been the cafe of Captain Ley's fettlement

four years before. [Smithes Voyages, V. ii.]

Kmg James having iflued a proclamation, prohibiting all foreigners

from fifhing on the coafts of Great Britain, the Hollanders were obliged

to enter into a treaty to pay an annual fum for leave to filh on his coafts.

And when James would afterwards have broke this treaty, they fup-

ported it,, b- convoying and guarding their fiftiing veflels with Ihips of

war.

After above thirty jTars war between Spain and the United Nether-

lands, at length, principally through the mediation of the kings of Eng-
land and France, a truce was concluded for twelve years, which was

highly hoTiourable and advantageous to the ftates ; and though difreput-

able to Spain, yet it gave that crown a breathing time from a war,

which, according 10 Mt-zcniy, had coft Spain more trcafure and the

lofs of more men than all ihoie provinces were worth, and whicli, had

it continued longer, would have utterly ruined their trade 10 the Eaft-
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Indkj, and would alfo have totally obftruded their flbtns from the Weft-
Indies, without wfech Spain could not fubfift. The Hollanders havinein a fev' years pad. taken and deftroyed more than thirty of their ^reatgalieoT,j and the Dutch admiral. Heemfkirk. havmg. i^ , ^0!^^^^
twenty-fix fhip* of war attacked the Spaniflt admiral Alv^eH-A^iuthough one third part ftronger, even under the (helter of the cann^^^
Gibraltar, deftroymg thirteen Spanifti fhips and 2000 men. SpaTwialfo under an apprehenfion, that, by continuing the war longer, die Hoi
hfZ"r.t\ '?'"?? ^'"'^"y ^""^ themfclve. up to Fnince, and thertby, with the lofs of feven provinces to France, lofe alfo the reft ^f tl^feventeen provinces. For. as Sir William Temple obferves, the /rea^nefs of the Spanilh monarchy, fo formidable under Charles V andSpII. l^egan now to decline by the vaft defigns and unfortunate events of

H.nr-Iv™f r
'"' '°"^^*^'"- '^' "" '^' °'her hand, the affairs of K^ntHenry IV of France were now at the greateft height of felicity.

^
On the other h.nnd, the Dutch, notwithftanding their continued fu€.cefs, had powerful motives to conclude this truce: t ft. They were eii^

y m debt adiy. The French court bec.me weary of tKnJlf^ot
tributions for fupportmg them in that war. 3d!y, Kin^ Tames had .^11mgh torfaken them, becaufe of his favourife fihemf of the Spa^ftmatch for his foil. 4rhly, King Henry IV of France, whofe LeSkwas^to dilarm Zanders, on which Mezeray owns he ntended to fe^emade ufe of both emreaties and menaces l bring the ft.«es into this'

The greateft difficultv. which Spain the loneeft ftnrk at ^«o »u
Dutch trade to the EaftHndies; wlLh poi^t hTbroke off 'iret^ tw^years before. At length, however, the truce was concluded on Sit-ing of every one keeping what they then poflelled
This year is alfo very memorable for the foundation of the moft fa-mous bank of Amflerdam

; a bank, which, as well in conteinpSn ofIts never violated credit, of its immenfe treufure. audits exSve ufe-tulnelsin commerce, mayjullly be ranked the firft in Europe Thecommerce of that famous dty was now become fo vaft, that the irechants found greac payments in filver very inconvenien
. and gold co'ns"in any quantity hazardous to keep in their pofleffion. It wj here "iprudently judged by the n.agiilrates and merchants, that if a officiwere eflabluhed lor the receipts and payments of all fums of monev of600 gu.lders and upwards, (afterwards reduced to ^co guilders -md „nwards) to be duely regirtered in books kept open\t CecThom-s^;would be a legal proof of all fuch tranfadions, wherebv many dTuteand lawfuits would be prevented; and. adly, If all bills of exeC

as vyell foreign as inland, aiid limited in quantitv as above, were u^T^paid only in this office, n would prove a great iecuritv to both my. Jand receivers, by preventing many frauds in the payinents intra I do
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private perfonS. 3dly, To fave the lirte, trouble, and hazard attehdi-

mg the frequent carrying of calh to this office of record, they faW it

expedient to lodge their main ca(h in that office altogether ; and for

this end books were opened, wherein each perfon had a diftindl account,

the whole, or any part thereof, to be transferrable to others at pleafure,

who thereupon (hculd have accounts in bank opened for them, and they

again to have the like liberty of transfa-ring as above. Ricard (in his

Traife general du commerce, qnnrto, AmUtTdsLtny iyo6,p. 170) lays cxprefs-

ly, that the magiftrates of Amfterdam, by authority of the ftates, on the

31 ft of January 1609, eftablilhed themfelves perpetual cafliiers of its in-

habitants, and that all wholefale payments in commer<~e and in bills of

exchange fliould be made in that bank. When the new ftadthuys was

ereded, this bank office was removed into a large vault of that magni-

ficent ftrudure ; where (fays Sir William Temple in his Obfervations

upon the United provinces, c. ii) is the greateft treafure, either real or

imaginary, that is known any where in the world : and * whoever is

' carried to fee the bank (hall never fail to find the appearanre of a
* mighty real treafure in bars of gold and filver, plate, and infinite bags
' of metals, which aie fuppofed to be all gold and filver, and may be
' fo for ought I know. But the burgo-mafters only have the infpedion
* of this bank, and no man ever taking any particular account of what
' iflii.^s in and out, from age to age, it is'5"ipofllble to make any calcu-
' lation or guefs what proportion the real treafure may hold to the cre-

' dit of it. Therefor the fecurity of the bank lies not only in the ef-

* feds that are in it, but in the credit of the whole town or ftate of
* Amfterdam, whofe ftock and revenue is equal to that of Ibme king-
' doms, and who are bound to make good all moneys that are brought
' into their bank. This bank (continues Sir WilHum Temple) is pro-
' perly a general cafti, where every man lodges his money, becaufe he
' efteems it fafer and eafier paid in and out, than if it were in his cof-

* fers at home ; and the bank is fo far from paying any intereft for
•^ what is there brought in, that money in the bank is worth fomething
* more in common payments than what runs current in coin from hand
' to hand *

; no other money parting in tlie bank but in the Ipecies of
* coin the beft known, the moft al'certained, and the moft gener.illy

* current in all jiarts of the higher as well as of the lower Germany,'
' Now, though this great author writes with prudent caution concem-
iftp what he could not certainly determine, yet it is generally taken for

ceriaiu by all others who have written on this bank, that thi-re is either

cafti, or bullion, and pawned jewels, lodged in the vaults vf the ftad-

thuys, equal to the amount ot the whole credit of this bank ; which

* lie miglit !iave added, tliat cnc (liver Is paid to ttie baiik for every payment, or tiansffr of uiu-

ney. and fix ilivus toi li-avf to make a transfer under 3C0 gildenj bclidca ten gilders paid by every

mo

j^Tf(.a in opining w account feit biou
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fome will have to amount to thirty-fix, others to but thirty milUons Ster-
ling. But as they ftiut their books twice in a year, tor a few days, t6
ftnke a general balance, their true capital is then certainly known,
thou^^h probably kept fee ret by order of the magiftrates. for prudenti.-U
confiderations. Ricard, before quoted, (in hi. fecond edition d i7,i
18 very exprefs in this particular point ; and, as a proof ot it. fays '

thatm the very height of the war in 1672, when the French king had at
^

ready taken the city of Utrecht, (within twenty-one miles of Amfler-dam) there was a very great demand (or run. as we term it in London,)
by the creditors on that bank, to draw out their money; juftly fear-

. T^' 't' 1!, , 'r^
^.'^"''^ V"S '^""^^^ ^'^'^""^e "^^ft*^"- of Amfterdam,

they fhouldlofe all; yet the bank paid all who came for their mo-
* ney.'

The proper definition of this bank, is not a bank of current monev
to be received and iOlied dayly, like thofc of London, Venice, &c but
is purely a depofit of money, the credit whereof pafles from hand tohand dayly, by hgned tickets, carried to the calhiers of the bank di-
recting them to write off any fum intended to be paid from the' ac
count oftheowerto that of the receiver. But although it be, doubt-
lefs, an excellent inftitution for fafety, eafe, difpatch, r.ad record yet
It cannot be faid to increafe the general quantity or circulation of 'mo-
ney, as fome other banks certainly do ; if it be prefumed, as above that
a quantity oftreafure equal to the total of their credit ever remains in it

•

any farther than the value of the uncoined bulhon, and of the jewels faid
to be pawned there (by feveral princes, nobles, &c. ) amounts to. With
the above-mentioned dues the expenfe of the management of this bank is
defrayed; and what lurplus there may be in any one year, goes to the
fupport of the poor ot that city. Bank-money, i. e. credit in the bank's
books, IS dayly bought and fold, by means of brokers, who have their
othces near the bank

; the money whereof is commonly of late about
iive per cent better than the real current coin of Holland; which pre-muim IS called the a^io, a term borrowed from the bank of Venice
1 he rate ot a^to varies according to the demand for bank-money and
alfo according to the quality or goodnefs of the coins to be paid for itAnd this advance or a^io in bank-credit will always prevent any fromdemanding current cafiiofthe bank for it.

J^^tii

By means of this bank, the magiftrates of Amfterdam are poirefl^ed
ot tlie bulk of the property of their inhabitants, and thereby have the
ftrongeft Iccurity for their fidehty ».

^ ^
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Sir Robert Cotton, in an elEy written in 1609, probably for King

James's private informadon, propofed the coining of Li 20,000 in cop-

per halfpence and farthings, by which the king would gain Li 0,000 ;

and by an annual increale of L12.COO of thofe a wsy he would gain

yearly Liooo. In order to reri'^^^r this profit to the king effectual, he

propofed to prohibit retaucrs of viduals and fmall wares from ufing

their own tokens, (a pra(!lice then univerfal, efpecially in London.)
• For (fays he) in and about London, there are above three thoufand'

(perfons) * that, one with another, caft yearly L5 a-piece in leaden to-

' kens, whereof the tenth remaineth not to them at the year's end ; and
• when they renew their (lore, it amounteth to above Li 5,000; and all

' the reft of this realm cannot be inferior to the city in proportion. Here-
• by, (he bfervcs,) ift, thofe retailers made as much advantage of
• their own tokens as is now propofed for the king to make by the

' copper coins,' (which he had before obferved were already in ufe in

all the monarchies of Chriflendom.) ' 2dly, The buyers hereafter fliall

' not be ted to one feller and his bad commodities, as they are ftill

;

' when his tokens, hereafter made current by authority, fliall leave him
• the choice ofany other chapman, Befides, it cannot but prevent much
• wafte of filver, that there will be no occafion hereafter to cut any bul-

• lion into proportions fo apt for lofs : what that hath been may be con-
• jedlured, ifwe mark but of the great quaaitities, from the penny down-
' ward, fince Henry VIIl's time ftamped, how few remain ; whereas all

• the coins, from threepence upward, which are manual, plenty pafs ftill

• in dayly payment.' This fcheme foon after put an end, in a great

meafure, to thofe private leaden tokens, and introduced the legal cop-

per coins, as at prefent. It alio put an end to the coining of fuch mi-

nute gold and filver pieces, fo eafily to be loft. But our great author

was certainly miftaken in imagining, that, becaufe the leaden tokens of

private retailers wcr.- moftly loft, that racial being naturally very perifli-

able, the national copper coin would be fo likewife ; or that fo large a

new annual coinage thereof would be requifite, or that the public

would require fo great a fum to be circulated as Li 20,000 in half-

pence.

The fuburbs of London dayly increafing, and confequently the dan-

ger of fire and fcarciry of water, notwilhftanding the many fprings

brought in leaden pipes into the city, as well as the many wells whh
pumps almoft every where dug within the city and fuburbs ; an ad of

parliament was obtained in the year 1605 for bringing a frefti ftream

of running water to the north parts of London from the fprings of

Chadwell and Amwell, &c. in the county of Hertford ; giving power to

the lord-mayor, &c. of London to lay out fuch convenient ground for

making the trench for the faid new river, not to exceed ten feet in

breadth, leaving the inheritance in the owners thereof, who are to allow
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»««) paflage through their grooBds to and from the nw ciii'^^'Mtimes, with cam, h.,rfes, &c. for makite and rm,,;ir.„ .V r
° " 5 "l

which fatisfaflion ftall be made to the oraers oFfhe l*„H^' '^f' l fe
mill, ftanding on the ftreams from whi^K er M te" f^ 1*1

' vcniem, and lefs damagt^o the ground i

pofal. a„7tir„4*Jher ia iffJillZultf^ "t
"'^''"' P™'

kingVnewly^^eaed divinity To g? « cL^a po»4^ ,rh""«
'" ""=

b"n^:r(:rh:'':ine^r„ et i&T^ '^^^^^^^^^^

was .hisVear Wou ttt.r 1 1'h afir'^L^ir" rgLl''! "'7,
"^"

Iflmgton, in the firft-defiffned oocn trenrh ,„J r
Clerkenwell near

?t3w.eir' w:r{™*"^^^^^^^^^^
Se™rL*^„/'^t -:

K .
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company at the Hague. It feems indeed almoft incredible to many,
1 ft, Tiiat fo fmall a ftate ftiould, between the year 1579, when they

openly revolted from Spain, and this year 1609, when the famous truce

before mentioned was concluded for twelve years with that crown, not

only be able to make head againft the then mightitft potentate of Eu-
rope, and at the fame time fo enlarge their union, by takmg in the two

provinces of Overyflel and Groningen, where many ftrongly fortified

places were firft to be conquered at a vaft expcnfe of blood and trea-

fure. 2dly, To enlarge their frontiers in Flanders by the conqueft of

the important town and port of Sluyce, as alfo of Hulft, and levenl

other places in what is iince named Dutch Flanders. 3dly, To block

up the river Scheldt by the forts oi Lillo, &c. whereby the famous com-
mercial city of Antwerp was abfolutely barred from all maritime com-
merce. 4thlv, On the frontiers of Brabant to conquer the ftrong places

of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, Bois-le-duc, 8<.c. and for above three years

to hold out the town and port of Oftend aj^ainft the power of Spain at a

great expcnfe. 5thly, To anhoy Spain with powerful fleets in her own
ports, and to fack fome of the Canary ifles, and that of St. Thome un-

der the equinodial line. And yet, during all thofe prodigious expenfes,

to grow opulent, and to be courted by the moft diftant potentates of the

known word, as well as by many nearer home. What can more eifec-

tually demonftrate the inexpreflible advantages of a general and exten-

live commerce to a nation than tliefe and fuch like inftances ? while at

the fame time they (hew the great propenfity of thofe Netherland pro-

vinces to trade and induftry, while attended with fo happy an union of

hi arts and cqunfels in thofe early times ; fearching e^jj^y corner of the

earth where any commerce could be had ;
pufliing on fo immenfe a

fiftiery alfo as fupplied all Europe, and fo great and extenfive a com-

merce, and fuch numerous cortquefts in India, as amazed all the world;

while at home they wonderfully cultivated all forts of manufa<Sures

:

and being (liuated as it were in the middle of Eurojie, they very foon

made Amflerdam become (what it ftill in a great meafure is) the grand

ftorehoufe or ma^^azine of almoft all the merchandize of the univerfe,

whither there dayly arrived numbers of (hips from all parts, and from

vihence others dayly failed to all piirts. Even in this fame year 1609

thi^y 'ad about 100 fliips employed in the gold-coaft trade, at Guinea

and the dipe de Verd ifles, and were fo fuccelsful in that commerce

that they foon began to think of eftablifhing a Weft-India company.

The Englifti Eaft-India com])any now lent out but one ftiip, firft to

Banvam, and thence to the ydc^ of Banda, &c. ; but the Hollanders

being ablolute lords there, ihey wre refulld admittance to tratlic.

Yet the Dutch not being as yet maft rs at the iflr of Puloway. this ftiip

obtained there a cargo of nxace and nutmegs. They left fa(5tors there
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for fiiture trade, and returned home after ftopping again at Bantam.This IS ufua ly called the company's fifth voyage.
_i6io.--Although the fifteen years exclufive trade granted bv QueenElizabeth's charter to the Eaft-India company was not to ex'pir^TiM
1615. yet Kmg James, on the 3. ft of May. in the year 1610, was preva.led on to grant that company a renewal of their charter, fetting forth
tl>e profit and honour which this trade brought to the nation, whereby
his majefty was now induced to render this company perpetual, withthe ufual powers of making bye-laws. of having a common feal. and theother powers in the former charter.

hnn?fK!^V^"^"A
"* "''r^h*"^': encouraged by their new charter, nowbuilt the largeft merchant Ihip that had ever been built in England

with her and three others they made their fixth voyage to India.At the fame time the king built a (hip of war called the Prince fu-perior to any (hip ever feen in England hitherto, being of 140^) tons

w^, of -V

'"'^ r'T^ ^* '^""''"- ^^""^ ^^ ^'' ^"^^ ^^^^^onr navywas of Its prefent force and dignity even at this late time. Such a (hip
at^prefentxsthefm;iUeftofthofewhich are admicied into the line of

Henry IV in the midft of his patriotic labours for the improvement

nl^ o'fTrancf""'r?'/^T"T- ^"^ P^°"^°""S '^' g^'-l S"nels ot !< ranee, was aflaflinated m his capital.
^

Voltaire, in the introdudlion to his Effay on the age of Louis XIV
LoSs XnrT"t°"' V7 °^^^' ^.^'' °^ P--^"^^ ^' ^h^ acceffion of

^rio^ in.
,^'"^^

5' u
"°' ""' ^'P ^^ "^^^ * P«"« ^id not con-

tZ 1^1?'
P'^'*!?' *"4 ^J^f« ^^"^6 not four magnificent edifices in it.The othe. cities ot the kingdom were like the towns beyond the Loiret^very nobleman throughout the provinces lived in a fortified caftle furlroimded w,th moats, and opprefTed the laborious peafants around Wm.Ihe roads were almoft imprad.cable. and the toM?ns under no regu™:

without i'J;"' ^^"^JJ;'1^""'
"^°«7' ^^^ the government was as luchwithout credit amongft foreign nations as defedive at home. The or-dinary revenue did not exceed 45 millions. Silver, it is true, being then

IwuV.' mUliorVl '""r^'^
"^"'' '""''^ ^5 millions amounfe^ toaoout «5 millions of the prelent money of FranceKmg James gmiued many patents for the fole vending or making ofcc tain merchandize and manufadures, whereupon the people Smeextremely uneafy and loud againft all fuch pernicious grams (which S-deed were become very great grievances to the fubjedf. and obhged theking tins year to revoke all his monopolies by piilamation fhe re!

• Vc.ltairefometimn, runs too fait. Accofdinp of war it Rr^ft ,„J u i n

Kk2
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vocation, however, was afterward forgotten, as will be feen, by him and
his minifters.

In the early part of this century there wns a prevailing fpirit of ad-
venturing on nev,- plantations from England. Even the barren and in-

hofpitable idand of Newfoundland was reprefented as proper for plan-
tation in printed accounts, which induced the earl of Northampton, the

lord chief baron Tanfield, Sir Francis Bacon folicitor-general, &c. to

join with a number of Briftol merchants in obtaining from King James
a grant of part of Newfoundland, lying between Cape Bonavida and
Cape St. Mary's ; which fets forth,

That whereas divers of his fubjeds were defirous to plant in the fouth-

crn and caftern parts of Newfoundland, whither the fubjeds of this realm
have for upwards of fifty years paft been ufed annually, in no fmall num-
bers, to refort to fiih, intending thereby to fecure the trade of filhing

to our fubjedts for ever, as alfo to make fome advantage of the lands

thereof, which hitherto have remained unprofitable ; and the land be-

ing at prefent deftitute of inhabitants, whereby the king has an un-
doubted right to difpofe of it, therefor he now grants to Henry earl of
Northampton, and 44 others therein named, their heirs and afligns, to

be a corporation, with perpetual fiicceffion, &c. by the name of the

Treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the cities of Lon-
don and Briftol for the colony or plantation in Newfoundland, from
north latitude 46 to 52 degrees, together with the leas and iflands lying

within ten leagues of any part of the coaft, and all mines, 8tc. faving to

all his majefty's fubjeds the jiberty of fiftiing there, &c.
Mr. Guy of Briftol went thither as condudor of the firft colony, whb

is faid to have contraded flmiiliarity and friendftiip with the natives,

who lived at a diftance from the fouthern and eaftern coafts ; and it is

faid, that while he remained there, viz. for two years, they went on
very well. But the iftand has never to this day been valuable as a fet-

tlement any farther than as a ftation for the filhery.

This year the gallant Spanilh governor of the Philippine ifles attack-

ed the Dutch admiral Willart, who had funk a Spanifti galleon richly

laden from China, killed him, and took three of his four fliips ; where-

upon the Spaniards retook from the Dutch the iflands of Tidore and

Ba.ida. This was the laft fuccefsful ftruggle of Spain in thofe parts

againft the Dutch.

A treaty of commerce, and of a defenfive alliance between England

and France, and for the confirmation of former treaties, was begun in

the lifetime of King tK-nry IV, and concluded by his Ion Louis XUl,

a minor under the authority of the queen-regent. It is in fubftance

as follows

:

I) King Janv s"ftipulates, in cafe of p'rance being inv; di -l, to fupply

6000 foot-lbldicrs, armed either with bows, guns, or pikes: and with
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eight fhip^ of war, with 1200 fighting men in them ; all which to be at
the expenfe of France.

IT) On the other hand, France {hall fupply King James, in the like
calc, with the hke number of foldiers and fhips, when demanded.

III) If any potentate ftiall detain or arrcft any fliips of England Scot-
land, or Ireland

; the French king (hall in fuch cafe arreft and detain
the Ihips of fuch potentate m his harbours until thofe of Britifh fubjedts
be releafed

:
and King James promifes the like for the French king's

utbjeds. ^

IV) Free liberty to the Englilh fubjeds in France for the private ex-
crcile of the proteftant religion.

V) Three months time allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for the mer-
chants on both fides to bring away their effeds.

VI) Security fliall be given by the commanders of the (hips of both
parties (etting fail, not to commit piracy or any other violence to the
° T^nf^r J^"^ ^""'^'y °th*^f articles againft piratical ads.]

VII) I he Englilh (lups trading to Bourdeaux and into the river Ga-
ronne, (hall not hereafter be obliged to land and depofit their arms and
ammunition there

:
neither fliall the French fliips in England be put to

the like inconvenience: neither fliall thefc pay the impofition or petty

'^nV)^ T ^A
'''''"'''* head-money, warranted by no law of England,

r i y i' M ^; ^"^^ ""^^P^*^ ^" all other commercial matters, the treaty
of 1606 fliall take place. [Fa'dvra, V. xvi, p. 694.]

Captain Hudfon now made his third and lafl attempt for the difcove-
ry ot a north-weft pafllige to China. Me entered the ft raits and bay of
his name, and went 100 Iragues farther than any before had done till
lus progrels was obftruded by ice or by flioal-water, giving the En-lifli
names to many ports, bays, and promontories, which they flill retain on
all the maps. He traded with the natives, and wintered in the country
Ml which he tound fwans, geefe, ducks, partridges, &c. But great dif-
cord anling between him and the majority of tlie (hip's company, they
mutinied and moft cruelly turned him and eight of his men (who were
mo.'tJy hck) lino an open boat, and they were never heard of moreIhe mutineers returned home with the fliip. though in great diftrefs forwant of proyidons, &c. the ringleaders againll Captain Hudlon moftly
ioling their lives in the homeward voyage.
The London adventurers to Virginia (or the f^rft colony) nowobtamed the kings ckirter, which incorporated them by the name of

the trealurer and company of adventurers and planters of the city ofLondon or the (irfl colony of Virginia. This was what was then pro-
perly called the Virginia company. They were thereby impowercd
to grant lands to the adventurers and planters ;_to appoint a council
rehdent m Virginia, to place and difplace officers, &c. The fang, ine
>iopes entertamed of that colony m thofe times fupported their (pint'.

2
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under great expenfes and many dHappointmerts -, and although thole

firft adventurers w?-" f""- from being painers, yet the nation has fince

reaped a noble huv : ' >m their endeavours. In the tenth year f>f this

kind's reign, ' c ^rr.i- them »ll the iflands on the coaft of South Vir-

gins.
1611—The lutch ^ft-Tndia company's ambafladors to the empe-

ror of Japa-i art • .' to have now obtained very advantageous terms

of commerc*, ma"",re all the oppofiiion of the Spanifli and Portuguefe

agents there.

Henty prin w. vVales now fent out his fervant Sir Thomas Button

to attempt a difcovcry of a north-wt:ft paflage to China. He entered

the bay, which bears his name to this day, on the fouth fide of Hud-

fon's bay, where he wintered at a place called Port-Nelfon, fo narned by

him from the captain ot his ihip, whom he buried there. He difcover-

ed a great continent to the louth and weft of that bay, to which he gave

the names of New North Wales, and New South Wales, and ereded a

crofs, on which he fixed the arms of England.

In the tenth voyage of the Englifh Eaft-India company, our people

had an opportunity of obferving the vaft commerce of the Portuguefe

at Surat, where there were no fewer than 240 fail of their merchant

(hips in one fleet, bound for Cambaya : nevertheleCs, our two fliips foon

after fought and defeated four of their great galleons, and 26 frigates

from Goa, fent in purfuit of them ; which caufed great joy to the In-

dians at Surat, by whom the Portuguefe were much hated, who were

foon to lofe the bulk of this mighiy commerce.

About this time Philip III king of Spain, through the inftigation of

his bigotted clergy, drove out of his dominions the moft induftrious and

valuable part of his fubjeds. After the former flaughters and expul-

fions of the Moors and Jews, there were ftill about 1,200,000* of both

thofe races of people remaining in Spain, under the charader of new

Chrijlians. Philip II could never be prevailed upon to proceed to ex-

tremities againft thefe unhappy people, though it had often been propof-

ed to him ; but his fon Philip III, being a weak prince, and confequent-

ly much led by the clergy, was drawn into this cruelty. The Moors

and Jews were faid to have folicited the protection of France, of Eng-

land, ofthe Dutch, ofthe king ofMorocco, and of the grand fignior, being

apprehenfive that their inveterate foes the clergy would fooner or later

biing about their dedriidion. Rumours had alio been fpread at this

time of their intending on a Good Friday to butcher all the old Chrif-

tians. Upon fuch furmifes and pretences King Philip feized all their eftates,

and expelled them froni his kingdom in the moft cruel manner. Pricfts

• Mod (if tlic Spanil!) authors reckon the num. number fome extenuation of the atrocity and fren-

biT only 6coo. IVIaps they ihiuk a fmallcr zy of Oiib lignal trjumjjh of fupcrRitiuii. M.
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were ^iUgged from the altars, judges from the benches, hufbands from the
arms of their wives, and ^vivcs from their hufbands: not fparing even
inch officers of the crow.i as were allied to the mcft antient ChriiUan
fumihes. Many of thnfe miferable people were tranfported to Barbarv
where they joined the race of thofe before exixlled, in their lev^enec
for Spanidi cruelties. Mezeray fays that fcarce a fourth part of them
were able to preferve their wretched lives; for being looked upon as
infidels by the Chriftians whither they fled, and as Chriftians arnougft
the infidels, they encountered cruelties and death in various fhapes
Some were drowned bv the very mariners who pretended to tranfport
them

;
others were mafTacred by the Moors of Barbary. Mr. Cotting.

ton. the Englifh ambafHidor at Madrid, wrote to Mr. Trumbull the
Lnghfh refident at Bruflels, that the Spanifh king had made vart prepar-
ations for deflroying the Morifcoes of the kingdom of Valencia, havinir
for that endaffembled 85 galleys, 20 fhips, and 70,000 foldicrs. At one
mitant they feized on all ^he towns and villages of Valencia, proclaim-
ing that withm three days, upon pain of death, they fhould all repair to
the fea-fide. there to be embarked. Many, fearing what fliould after-
ward be done to them, and attempting to fly. were immediately execut-
ed. The refl (which they fay will be a: leafl 80,000 houlehold.) have
dayly their hands bound, and fo put on board. What they will do with
them, or whither they will carry them, is yet kept a fecrct. Some fay
there is a commiffion given to put them all on fT.ore in Barbarv • and
others, (which I rath.f believed that it is to caft them all -nto the fex

^
; Follfcnpt. I can almofl afTure yo-i that they have and will liirov,
into the lea, of men, women, and children, above 300,000 perfons A
cruelty never before heard of in any age.' fays Lord Cottington '

^

In another letter to the fame, he fays, * that three of the befl r^alle-

^

ons and three fmaller fliips were loft in a temix>ft, all fraught^witlv

. ^"""'i' n
I^-rilcoes ;or Moors) notwithftanding we have embark-

^

ed at Jeaft 80,000 of them, are now above 20,000 Itrong in the moun-
^

tains. In another; • Our Moors in the mountains are, through fa-

^

mine forced to come down : their king is hanged in Valencia with
^
iome few others, a.ul the refl are en^barked for Barbary. We now beem

^

to clear Caftile, Eflrernadura, and Andalufia of Morifcoes alfo. They
.

are to be gone within thirty days.' In another; • We here turn out
our Morifcoes, without differing them to carry in fpecie. or in letters
any kind of grM, or fdver.' [m>nvood's Memorials, V. iii.j
This and foi.iier expulfions deprived Spain of vaft numbers of hermolf ingenious and induflrious jx^ople. who (had they been treated with

moderation) might h:.ve been gradually brought over to their catholic
religion. Now if to thefe lofTes of people be added thofe great numbers
lent to their vaft American colonies, we cannot be furprifed that there
are now, by iome accounts, fcarce Eve millions of people in aU the king-
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dom of Spain, though about thrice as laree as tne ifland of Great

Britain, wherein are about twice that number uf people. By tliefe de-

populations, and by their bigotry, hzinefs, and pride, that fine country.

From being once one of the moft populous, as well as beftcuhivaredinall

Europe, is become a barren folitude. Mezeray obferres that the Moors

in Spain had fo far improved the lands as to make them yield more by

one third part to the landlords than the Spaniili tenants could do; where-

for, when King Philip III expelled them, he gave the nobles and gentry-

one fourth part of the plunder, by way of recompenfe. The Moors left

behind them in Spain very illuftrious marks of their long dominion

there ; feeing moft of the eminent cities, caftles, and palaces, and alfo

cathedral churches, which formerly were mofques, remaining even to

this day, were built by them, who were accounted more ingenious, as

well as more induftrious in bufinels. than the Spaniards. We thought

ourfelves obliged to dwell the longer on this article of the expulfion of

the Moors and Jews from Spain, that it might prove an ufeful memento to

us and all wife nations never to fufFor a bigotted clergy to poifon court

and coimtry with their perfecuting principles: a" numerous, frugal, and

induftrious commonalty being the greateft riches, glory, and ftrength of

a well-ordci"ed ftate.

In moft of the new branches of trade difcovered by the Englifli in

the later part of the laft, and the former, part of the prefent century,

we may obferve that the Dutch followed clofe at their heels. This has

Ijeen fecn in the RufTia trade, the north-eaft and north-weft attempts

for a paflage to China, &c. in planting in America, in the circumnavi-

gations of the globe, and in the Eaft-India commerce. It is true De

Witt in his Intereft of Holland lays that the Dutch made early attempts

for the whale-fifliing at Spitzbergen ;
yet as the mariners of Hull were

long before much in the fiftiery at the North Cape, it feems probable

that the Du-^ch learned the way to Spitzbergen from them.

The Hollanders, being emboldened by their late truce with Spain,

now ventured into the Levant leas, and Vent their firll ambaflador to

the grand fignior at Conftantinople, where h-^ concluded a favourable

treaty of commerce.
This year is generally fixed on as the firft time that the Dutch gained

a footing in Jajran ; and it is faid that by the year 16 16 they were the

only luiroptan people permitted to trade or refide there. The invidi-

ous ftory of their artful anfwer to the Japanefe, upon being afked if

they were Chriftians is much more like a Portuguele calumny than the

real truth : for as the Hollanders had entirely driven the Portuguefe

out of the trade to Japan, it is moft probable that their prieds invent-

ed that' deteftaWe caluitiny to render them odious every where; and

we have the i;reater reafon for this fuppolition, as the Portuguele je-

Jaits (we know) were alfo very liberal of their fklle and cruel invedives
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againft both the Enghfli and Dutch, at the great mogul's court, and
elfewhere m India, upon a vain prefumption that their nation, being
the firft (kfcoverers of a parage by fea to,India, had the fole right to
trade thither. **

The Ruffia company having fent a fhip in the preceding year to ex-
plore the coafi of Spitzbergen, now fitted out two fhips for the purpofe
of catching whales, which carried with them fix Bifcayners, that people
being fuppofed the moft exprt in fuch a fifiiery. Both fhips were loft •

but the men were faved by a fhip belonging to Hull, which was upon
the lame fifhery. '^

i6i2._-From the year 1598 the Englifh went on unrivalled with
their whale-fifhmg at Greenland, till 161 2, when the Hollanders firft re-
torted thither; whereupon fome of the EngUfh Ruffia company's fhips
outward-bound, feized the whale-oil, fifhing-tackle, &c. of the Dutch'
and obhged them to return home, threatening that, if ever they found
them in thofe feas thereafter, they would make prize of fhips and car-
goes

; their mafler the king of Great Britain having the fole right to that
fifho-ym virtue of the firft difcovery thereof, and of Spitzbergen : and
in the following year the Englifh aduaUy brought home two Dutch
Inips as prizes.

.

The Hollanders now joined tlw Hanfe towns in a complaint to Chrif-
tiemlV, king of Denmark, of the heavy additional toll which, fince
the commencement of his war with Sweden, he had impofed on all fhips
paliing the Sound: whereupon the king gave them the choice of a hard
alternative, viz, either to pay that new toll, or elfe to let their merchandize
be thenceforth carried up the Baltic in Danifh bottoms. The Lubeckers
being from their fituation peculiarly aflfeded by that toll, loudly com-
plained to the emperor, whofe redrefs (if at all to be hoped for) being
likely to be very flow, they made a league with the Hollanders for the
mutual protedioa of their commerce and navigation, determining to
lend an armed force to the Sound for that end. Seven eighths of the
expenfes were to be born by HoUand. and the other eighth part by
Lubeck

;
and the alliance was to laft eleven years, during which the

other Hanfe towns might come into it. Accoidingly afterwards the
cities of Magdeburgh, and Brunfwick. Roftock. Stiaelfund. and Lunen-
bnrgh. agreed to pay each one per cent, and Wifmar, Gripfwald, and
Anciam. each one half per cent, at their afl-embly held at Brunfwick.
Hamburgh and Bremen ate alfo mentioned by Werdenhagen, without
alcertaimng their quotas. The Lubeckers alfo complained to the em-
peror that the Danes had feized and detained their fhips and merchan-
dize bound to Sweden: and the king of Denmark replied, that the
J.ubcckers had had fair notice before-hand, that if they carried on tcorrefpondence with his enemies he would make prize of them. ,.d
with relped to the toll which he had laid on ftnps pafling the Sound

Vol. II. L I
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during his war with Sweden, that was no more than what other princes

in like cafes do : for that he was fovereiga lord of the Baltic fea, or

Sound, the dominion whereof was tranfmitted to him by his anceftors,

feeing a great part of his territories border on that fea ; wherefor he

would never fuffer his title to his fovereignty in the Baltic to be called

in queftion. Probably, however, he meant only that part of it called

the Sound.

The Dutch, having prevailed on King James to join with them and

the Hanfe towns in the complaint to the ftates of Denmark, (which

then had a free conftitution) the toll was reduced to the fame rates that

were paid before the Swedifli war. And, to guard againft the repeti-

tion of fuch encroachments, the Dutch contraded an alliance with the

Hanfe towns in general, in the year 1613, and another with Lubeck and

forae other of the Hanfe towns in 161 5, wherein they agreed to ftand

by each other againft all impofitions.

By the intereft of a Dutchman, who was in great favour with the king

of Ceylon, the Dutch Eaft-India company obtained a favourable treaty

with that king, who engaged to fell them all the cinnamon of the ifland,

to exempt them from fundry taxes, and to allow free commerce thither to

no other European nation without their leave, and alfo to difpofe of all

his pretious ftones to them alone ; and laftly, to allow them half the

curtoms of the iHand, §cc. (fays Baldaeus, a Dutch preacher at Ceylon,

who publifhed his Account of Ceylon at Amfterdam, 1672) Yet the

contefts of the Dutch for fecuring the conqueft of the Molucca fpice

iflunds prevented their being able at this time to improve that treaty fo

far as to drive the Portuguefe out of Ceylon, who were guarded againft

the encroachments made by the Dutch, and had alfo violent quarrels

with the king of Ceylon.

This effort of the declining Hanfe towns to draw the Datch into a

confederacy whh them for the freedom of commerce, did by the power-

ful conjundion of England, produce the defired effed. Yet, in general,

it was unlikely that any durable confederacy (and much lefs an union,

as f«ime then propofed) could take place between t«he Dutch and fo great

a number of widely dilperfed towns, with interefts alraoft as different as

their fituations ; over-awed too by the greater potentates near them,

fince they have become ftrong in Ihipping. Such an union there^-u

could not be advantageous to the Dutch, whofe .lim always was to gam

oround \-'- where in commerce, and who n-, ^ for more thar. n cc-j-

mry have eii^'-'fTed the greuieft part of the commerce of the Bf- and

thereby have rendered ninfl; of the Hanfeatic pets (n tliat ft„ xH empty

of good Oiipping as their exchanges now are of rich merchancs.

ALout this lime alfo the Swedes treated as enemies! all fuch merchant

;ii,[ s as did not take out licences from their king for lilx' • 10 trade

thither : fo that the caftcrling Hanfe towns, being prelVed with difficul-
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tics on every fide, were obliged to relinquilh a great part of their an-
tient commerce, which gradually brought on their prefent great declen-
fion. [Werdeaba^en, K iif p. 10^.)

*'

Ireland having been very much exhaufted of people by former wars
and rebellions, Kmg James, finding it now in peace, thought it a proper
txme to improve it: he accordingly divided the whole kingdom into
?5"^""'*PP"\"5ed regular circuits of the judges; and (fays Sir TamesWare m his Hiftoncal relations) the benefit and protefticn of the laws
ot England were comraunicatad to all. as well Irilh as Englifh whereby
the Irifh were reck, med from their wiidnefs. cut off their glibs and lone
hair, convened thei. mantles into cloaks, and conformed to the manner
ot/Kngland, m all their behaviour and outward forms. The poffeffion
and limits of lands were fettled, whereby the hearts of the people were
alto lettled, and they were now encouraged to build and plant, and to
improve the commodities of t^n- lands ; whereby the yearly value there-
of IS already mcreafed double of what it was within thefe few yeare as is
alfo he crown revenue. Encouragement has been given to the maritime
towns and cities, to increafe their trade and mechanical arts and fci-
ences. He alfo granted markets and fairs in all counties, and ereded
corporate towns among them: fo that, until the beginning of his
reign, Ireland was never entirely fubdued and brought under the obe-
dience of the crown of England.

^u-Jr^u-^^T'lJ"^'^'
remarks, (in fundry places of his ufeful treatife

on this fubjed) chat it was bad policy in England, that for the fpace of
350 years, ar leaft after the conqueft, the Englilh laws were not rommu-
nicated to the Irilh, nor the benefit and protedion thereof extended to
them, though they ear.cftly defired the fame: as if it was intended
to keep up a feparation and enmity between the Englilh and Irifh for-
ever; whereby a perpetual war was kept up between them tUl this hap-
py time that a complete conqueft was now made of that entire ifland

>or the prevemion of future rebellions. King James m the year 1600
propoted to the city of T.nndon the eftsiblifliment of an Englilh fettle-
ment in a part of the province of Ulfter, then much depopulated and
deferted; and the city accepted his propofal, and railed the fum of
L20,ooo tor makmg a new plantation there*, now fent thither about
300 peifons of all iorts of handicrafts and occupations, principally in.
tended for repeopling Dcrry (thenceforth called Londonderry) and Co-
icraia

;
and 200 lioules were built in the f,»rmer, and 100 in the later.

Hie king alfo ereded Deny into a bilhopric, and made Colerain a cor-
poration.

A corporation was accordingly eftabliftied in London for that end
under the name of the governor and committee of the Irifti Ibcietv to

LI2
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be annually efeaed out of the court of aldermen and common-conncir,

Ibr the management of the lands and fiflieries of that part of Ireland

Yet it fecms King James thought the magiftrates of the city of London'

were not expeditious enough therein: for in the year 1613 he fent for

that newly-ereded corporation to Greenwich, and reprimanded them

for their diktoritiefs, &c. Whereupon the city fent over to Ulfter an

alderman and a commoner, with fome furveyors, who fettled the new

colony to the king's, as well as the city's fatisfadion : and the lands

and fifheries there have been fmce greatly improved, to the confider-

able benefit of that part of Ireland ; it being a very valuable eftate

pofTeded to this day by the city of London in its corporate capacity.

King lames took the benefit of a ftatute [25 Edw. IJJ} which enabled

the king' to levy a reafonable aid for the marriage of his cldeft daughter,

and iflued his precepts to the IheriflFs of the feveral counties for the levying

thereof, being the fame with that he levied in 1609, for makmg his

eldeft fon a knight, viz. twenty {hillings on every knight's fee ;
and the

like on every L20 per annum on all lands held of tht: crown in foccage.

Which aid was aifo (we conceive) the laft of the kind raifed by any of

our kings. [Ftxdera, V. xvi, p. 724.]

In this fame year, or, as fpme others, two years fooner, the Danes

firfi f'lled to Eaft-India, where they have ever fince carried on a com-

merce, and have a good fort and town, built about the year 161 7, on

the coaft of Coromandcl, called Tranquebar ; though their trade be not

verv confiderable there to this day.

The clufter of fmall and ver-- rocky iflands, fituated between Europe

and America, and named the Bermuda or Somer ifles, in the north la-

titude of 527 degrees (500 miles diredly eaft from Carolina), was now

planted by the Englifh. They had, almoft 100 years before, been dif-

covered by one Bermuda, a Spaniard, but were never planted by any

before this time. Sir George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, in their

voyage to Virginia in 1609, were fhipwrecked there, and lived there

nine months; and having built a fliip of the cedar of the place, they

failed thence to Virginia. 1 hey left two men in the largeft ifle, whom
the colonifts found there. And from the firft-named gentleman they

were named the Somers' ifles, though the firft name of Bermuda is

moftly ufed. Sir George Somers was. it feems, a fecond time driven on

thofc ifles, and died there. But thole who were with him, on their ar-

rival in England, made fo favourable a report of the beauty and fertili-

ty of them, that the Virginia company (who, as firft dilcoverers, claim-

ed the property) fold them to about 1 20 perfons, to whom the king

granted a charter. And in this year 1 60 ]^erfons fettled on the largelt

of them, named St. George's illand, and afterwards 500 more followed

in 1619! whereupon they indituted an aflembly, with a governor and
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eouncH. Smne havfe reckoned the iflands 400 in number ; but moft of
them tdo fmall to_ have any name, they being all circumfcribed within
the compafs of little more than about 47 leagues. St. George's,- the
largeft, is naturally fortified almoft quite round by rocks -^ aud where
there is dny landing place they have forts and batteries ; and their on-
ly two harbours are alfo very well fortified. They at firft planted fome
tobacco

; but it did not anfwer expedition. They are faid to have the
fineft oranges in the world, alfo mulberries, olives, &c. and the nobleft
of cedar trees. Yet they produce very little ftaple commodities fit for
exportation, excepting their cedar floops, with which they trade, and
fell them at the Weft-Indies, and fome provifions : with the gain of
which trade they are enabled to pay Great Britain for all the neccdla-
ries they are conftantly fupplied with. It was afterwards, like Virginia,
made a regal government, and fo it ftill continues. As thefe ifles lie fo'

remote from America, there were no people found on them by the
Englifh : but they found plenty of hogs, which the Spaniards had left
there, as they likewiie did on many other uninhabited iflcs, that they
might afterward, in cafe of fhipwreck or ftorms, find fuftenance there-
on. The iflands labour under a want of frelh water, and the frequent
attacks of furious winds, ftorms, thunder, &c. At the main ifland of
St. George (as well as at the chief town) large fhips may fafely enter
and be fecure, both harbours being fo well fortified that an enemy may
be eafily kept out

: and this is probably what iaduces government to
keep up thofe inconfiderable and much worn-out iflfs, which lie fo
much in the way of our enemies (in whofe power they ought never to
be) as well as of our own fliipping ; there being no produdUons there
but what may be had in our other plantations : and their tobacco is

much worfe than that of Virginia.

The Englifti Eaft-India company now fent out one fliip, carrying Sir
Robert Shirley, as ambaflador frorn King James to Perfia, and with'him
Sir Thomas Powell, who obtained of the Perfian court certain privi-
leges for the compiny. This fliip returned home with a c;rrgo of pep-
per, from Sumatra and Bantam, in 1614 ; and this is ufually reckoned
the twelfth voyage of this company.

In the fame year, James Hall and William Baffin failtd as high in
Hudfon's bay as 65 degrees 20 minutes of north latitude, fVnrching for
a paflage to China, in vain. They alfo made trial of a fuppoied mine
there, which had been digged by fome Danes, but found it of no value.
The Spaniards and Portuguefe ftill continuing to infift tluti: none but

themfelves had any right to fail beyond the equino<flial line, the learn-
ed Hugo Grotius, on tlie part of hs own country of Holland, under-
took to confute them in his ever-famous fmall Latin treatilc, imitled.
* Mar^ Uberv'Ti, five de jure quod Batavis competit ad Indicana com-
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* mercia, diflertatio *.' He begins with an addrefs to the princes and
free people of Chriftendom ; and in 1 3 chapters learnedly illuftrates

the freedom of navigation on the open feas to all mankind. He main-
tains, that neither the Portuguefe nor Spaniards had any kind of ex-

clufive right of dominion in the Eaft-Indies ; either by the title of prior

difcovery, or by virtue of the pope's donation, or by right of war or

conqueft, or by virtue of any claim of prefcription or cuftom. That
by the law of nations, commerce is free to all mankind ; and there-

for by no equitable rule ought they to reftrain the freedom of the In-

dian commerce, which the Hollanders are determined to maintain.whe-

ther in peace or war. He clearly proves that the Portuguefe were far

from being the original difcoverers of the Eaft-India feas, ift, From
Alexander's difcoveries thereof, and of the Perfian and Arabian gulfs,

adly. From Caius Csefar's having found marks in the Red fea of the

wrecks of fliips, belonging to the Gaditani ; who could come no other

way thither but by the Cape of Good Hope. He cites Coelius Antipa-

.ter's ocular teftimony of a maritime commerce in antient times be-

tween Spain and Ethiopia ; and what Cornelius Nepos writes, viz. that

in his time, Eudoxus, flying from Latjiyrus, king of Alexandria, took
(hipping in the Red fea, • z.^d failed round Africa to Gades in Spain.

That while Carthage flourifhed, it is moft clear that thofe people, deep-

ly fkilled in maritime affairs, were not ignorant of thofe feas : particu-

larly, that Hanno failed from Gades to the fartheft parts of Arabia,

round by that now called the Cape of Good Hope ; and would have
gone farther, had not his flores and provifions failed him. Next, the

regular annual voyages of the Romans from Egypt to India, by the

Red fea, after Auguflus had conquered Egypt. And that Strabo aflerts.

that in his own time a company of merchants of Alexandria traded with

fhips from the Red fea to the fartheft Ethiopia, as well as to India,

f Grotius fubjoins, that when the Portuguefe firft failed to India, the fe-

veral ftas between Europe and India were known, and could not pofli-

bly be unpractifed by the Moors, Ethiopians, Arabians, Perlians, and
Indians, people bordering upon them ; and that a difcovery gives no
right to any thing but what belonged to nobody before fuch difcovery.

Neither is it certain, that unlefs the Portuguefe had made the difcovery

(as they term it) of India, none elfe would have done it. For the time

was then come when almoil all art«, and particularly the (ituation of

the earth and feas, were much better underflood, and dayly improving.

The Venetians, who had learned much of India, were then upon far-

ther inquiries ; the indefatigable induftry of the people of Bretagne,

and the bold attempts of the Englifh, all plainly fliow what in lime

* Tiic free fcp, ov a (i.lTcilallon on the right of of llif aiitict intcrcoiiifc of the I'liropcans w.th

the Dutch to tlic c immtrct of Iiulia. the Ead, will li.ul that Giotiiis luu attod tather at

t 1 he icailcr, y:]:j Las aticiiJcd to the hiftorv au advo'.ij than .'.s a critical hiiloriao. AL
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would have been cffeded. Among his other reafonines he auotes Al

and injuftice of thofe nations who claim an exclufive navigation incertain feas
;

as the Genoefe, in their bay ; the Venetians inTheir
gtjlf; and prmcipally the Portuguefe, in the Eaft-Indian feas 'a weuTsa

1 other nations (Spam itfelf not excepted) who pretend to fuchIn ex-clufive nght on the fea (which is common' to all), contrary t , ,he lawof nature or naturaljuft.ee. and to that natural and divine rule, of do-ing to others as we would they fhould do to us. Towards the conclu-hon, Grotius. fpeakmg of the necefllty of vindicating by all pofliblemeans the freedom of navigation and commerce, thus addreffes Ws ownnation VIZ. Go on. thou moft mvincible nation on the Ocean, in bold-ly aflertm.^ and defending that freedom which is not thine alone, but
IS equally the nght of all mankind.'

'

In th,s trcatife there is not a word of England's claim to any kind offea dom,mon
;
the author's whole drift feeming profefTedly to be againftSpa.n ...d Povrngal (then ftill united). Yet the^re is one^Jxprefffn inh, (ifth chapter w^ich feems to have been pointed at King W^obh|u,. the Hollanders to pay a tribute for the Hberty of fiftung onTu

coafts whe,c he afTerts. ' that the reafons given for the freedom of na

lul7 '^ '^^"'"^ Sood for that of fiihing on the feas. which a foought to remain common or free to all.'

^^J"^^
fonjiewhat confirms this conjedure, was. that William Wel-wood pubhfhed a fmaJl t.eatife. in Latin. [28^;. 4/.. i6.5]^tidedDe domimo mansjunbufque ad dominium pri^E^^pue fpedantibus af^

' fertiobrevisetmethodica. *Cofmopoli. 1615.' As it is an anfwer

iinr;oin7o?ie'r^^^-^^^^
''''-- -

'- ^^-^^^ ^^- >-^^

He endeavours to prove, that the fea is capable of diftindSon of pro-perty or of private dominion, as well as the land; contrary to the op.'

-

mon (he onus) of many antient lawyers, orators, and poets ; as Cice ^

^"^r^'^ii!^"^' ^'r'"''
^'''"^' ^'' ^^""^ ^^ boldly accufis of gno:ranee of th.- ;aw of nature. And he fixes that dominion to be one hun-dred m.ies every way from the fliore of the country adjacent andclamnng the fime. Bm all the reft of the fea beyond thatS heand the civil ans Bartolus and Cepolu (whom he quotes) leave perf^c^ly'free to all mankind to ufe indifferently without all doubt or controvert

fy There points he fpeaks of as the fenfe of all nations, ' e^ep^^^^^^^
(fays he) only one nation, who, though her native foil abounds with

^

milk, IS neverthelefs indebted to other countries for all other neceflk-
ries, and is even enriched and become haughty with the fpoils of all

. ^^»
A.brkf and nuthodJcal vindica.lo.xof the domiuon of the fea. and the p.inc.pal right, appcrta;.-,.

i
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* nations, having defpifed all diftindion in her open or free fea^ and
' has even had the boldnefs to ftile herfelf invincible !'

In his third chapter, he complains, ' that Britain is robbed in

her own feas by foreign fiftiers, who like an inundation crowd her

fhores with their fiftiing-veflels ; infomuch, that the fifh thereby are fo

nauch diminiftied, that whereas thirty years before they were wont to

come in fhoals up to our very houfes, now it puts our poor fifhers to

the toil and hazard of going many miles out to fea in queft of them

!

That the Scots, formerly obferving and confidering this damage, obliged

the Dutch, by treaty, to keep at eighty miles diftance from their (hores

in their fiftiery ; and themfelves to pay a tribute at the port of Aber-

deen ; where a tower was ereded for that and other purpofes, at which

the Dutch paid that tribute even in the memory of our fathers ; al-

though by the diftradions, &c. of fucceeding times the fame be now
quite negledled.'

In his 4th and laft chapter, he endeavours to prove, by quotations

from civilians, &c. that the fea (the paflage of ftrangers within his pro-

pofed limits) is tributable, (and that Cepola particularly affirms this of

the Venetian gulf), both on account of fafeguards from pirates, and of

the expenfe of maintaining beacons, and likewife for leave to filh with-

in fuch limits.

But as neither he, nor any one elfe, ever undertook to fix exadly any

certain mark whereby to know the limits fo claimed in the fea, this

occafioned the Hollanders in thofe days to fay fcoffingly, that if the

Englifh would pleafe to fix palifadoes round the feas they claimed as

-their property, they would willingly fubmit to their claim. Otherwife,

whilft the fea remained fo unfixed, indivifible, and uncertain, they

fliould continue to ufe it in common with all other nations, both for

navigation and fifliery. To fay the truth, what has been obferved by
others, carries obvious deinonflration and rcafon with it, %iz. that a

claim to any uncertain dominion implies a kind of nullity in it ; and

would alfo be produdive of an infinity of contentions : feeing it is im-

poflible for the moft innocent and intelligent to know exadly the limits

of fuch a claimed dominion ; nor, confequently, can they always be

able to avoid encroaching on it, fince the claimers themfelves are un-

able to fix any marks to their limits.

Till now the Englifh Eaft-India trade was carried on by fundry fepa-

rate ftocks, making particukir running-voyages ; but in this year they

united all into one general joint capital ftock. Yet ic feems to have

been a great overfight, that even for fome years after this confolidation

of ftock, they did not (like the Portuguele and Dutch) ered any forfs

nor permanent lettlements in India. They fent but one fhip this year

Sin the joint-ftock account.
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,^^

writer very j.ft,, thought it a n,,..:' ofn^, a f .Yffict: "n"fcheme, however, as fur as relates rn P^rfi.. . r u ^ r ^- ^^^«

our days been found praflicS i; th^ Rum"cl™n„'^^"t '^ '""^ '"

ng ,;aw filks, .,„ the continual trou&es in pSi:"hr%;i^°L'e7;;:

™:- fife:
; it::" fs'^'-t/Tfe^^-he-'oh''" f-^^^^-

The Limhm Runia con,puny having thi year obt.ilt-d of Kin. T

\ or. ir
• "'"^ ^q^'H^i^ed leven armed Hiips ; u herewith they

M m
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drove from thofe feas, not only fifteen fail of Dutch, French, and Bif-

cayncrs, but even four £ngli(h feparate fifliers, to whom they gave the

Dutch appellation of interlopers. They alfo fet up a crofs, with the

king's arms on it, at Spitzbergen, calling it King James's Newland.

And they obliged fome French fhips, which they had permitted to fifh

there, to pay them a tribute of eight whales. This was that company's

fecond equipment exprefsly for whale-fifhing there.

This year Captain Saris, in the Englifli Eaft-India company's fervice,

arrived the firft of any of our nation at the port of Firando, in the ifle

of Bungo or Ximo, a part of the empire of Japan, the governor of which

received him civilly, and got him introduced to the emperor at Meaco,

his capital city, to whom he delivered our king's letter and prefents,

and who made fuitable returns, and gave liberty for the Englifh com-

pany to trade to Japan. At Firando Saris fettled an Englifh fadlory,

notwithftanding the oppofition of the Portuguefe jefuits there, and the

Dutch, who did him all the ill offices in their power. Our company con-

tinued for iome years to trade thither ; but were afterward excluded, toge-

ther with all other Europeans, the Dutch only excepted. Saris returned

home to Plymouth the following year with a cargo of pepper from

Bantam.
Complaints being made of the decreafe of the exportation of Englifh

woollen cloth, and ofthe increafe of the woollen manufactures of Holland,

fo far that the Dutch had laid a cohfiderable duty on «11 foreign woollen

cloth imported into Holland, where alio great immunities and privileges

were granted to foreign manufadlurers, a motion was made in the privy-

council by the earl of Middlefex, lord high treafurer, and a confeqaent

order of that board was made, that a general flate fhould be taken of

the exports and imports of all England for this year, in order to know

on which fide the balance lay ; which ftood thus, (as given us in an in-

genious treatife, intitled, the Circle of commerce, publifhed in 1623,

/). 121, by Edward Miflelden, Efq. an eminent merchant, viz.

1. Exports to all the world, between Chriflmas 161 2 and Chrifl-

mas 161 3 L2,090,640 11 8

2. The cuf^om on thofe goods, - - - 86,79416 2

3. The impofl paid outwards on woollen goods,

tin, lead, and pewter, _ _ - - -

4. The merchants gains, freight, and other petty

charges, 300,000 o o

Total exports, 1.2,487,435 7 10

Imported, during that time, in filks, Venice gold

and filver ftuflts, Spanifh wines, linen, and other mer-

chandize, with all the cuflom thereon, - 2,141,151 10 o

1 0,000 o o

Balance gaiiied this year to the nation, 1.346,283 17 10
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JWe liflve Hkev^fe, from the fame very credible author, the totalamount of the cuftoms of England for this year 161 3. viz.

Total.

L 86,794 16 2
61,280 II 6

London.
Outward, L6j,322 16 7
Inward, 48,250 i 9

Lro9,572 18 4

Out'poiis.

L25.471 '9 7
».=5.030 9 9

^38,502 9 4 Li48,o75 7 8

Thus we
^f.

that London paid then very near thrice as much for
cuftoms as all the reft of England together.

1614.—King James commiflioned Sir Henry Wootton his ambafla-dor cxtraordmary to the ftates of the United provinces and others, totreat with the commwThries of their liigh mightineflts. concerning tie
•differences between the fubjeds of the two nations, o^ account of hefree commerce of his fubjefts to the Eaft-Indies obftruded by the Hoi-

ftlnrr;/? ? "? "'/°"
u' i '^'^ ^^^'^ ^" ^h^ North fqa. near theAorcs of Greenland of r.ght folely belonging to aim and his people,but interrupted alfo by the Hollanders. {Fcedera, V. xvi, p. 774 1

^
George Spilbergen now failed from Holland, with five fhips. Through

SnmhT t ^'^J"u"' ''""t
^'^ great mifchief to the Spaniards in theSouth fea, &c^ and thence he failed round the globe, by the way fettling

V^f^Pc " ^?n '':,^tf
^^"^f «f ^^^^ ^-^^^-- ifles, and letur/ed homf

^lf. .1 i?'^'' f ^""f. "T ^° '^'7- This is the fecond voyage roundthe globe performed by the Hollanders.
This year produced the difcovery of a new fpecies of woollen manu-tadturem England, on the following occafion. The ftates general ofthe United Netherlands having iflhed a placart, prohibiting the importa-

tion of any Enghfh woollen cloth that was dyed in the clofh, (becaufe itprevented them from dying and drefling them as formerly upon pain

Fn.H^ ?T °^»^^g"°ds and of 25 gilders per cloth befides.^he
Enghfti clothiers ingenioufly fell upon the way of making mixtures dyedm the wool, rather than lofe all the advantages of dying and dreffingThis has ever fince got the appellation of medley cloth All woollen

astackfZ:'';7&^^^ ^"^^ °'^"^ '''''^' ^^^""^ ^'>-^^ - ^'- ^^-^^'

The Ruflia company now fent thirteen Hups to Greenland, and theDutch eighteen Hups, four of which uere Hiips of war of the ftateswliere they fiftied in fpite of the EngHfh con/pany's exclufive preiln:

Aboiit this time, the fine iftand of Barbadoes, in the \Veft-Indies was
f..d to be d.lcovered and fettled on by feme Englilli people. OtCrsay It was before difcovered by one of Sir William Courten'.. ftiips, butad hen no inhabitants, nor any bcafts but hogs, left there by the Spa-
"lauls as ufual, for their own future convcniency : and Cour[cn'. heirs
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affirm, that he then planted and fortified it, but was difpofleffed in- the
year 1629, by the earl of Carlifle. It is the mother of all our Weft^
India fugar iflands, and the chief of the Caribbees ; and it has proved
of exceeding great confecuence to the kingdom by its excellent produc-
tions, a& we (hall hereafter have occafion to obfcrve.

Lord Napier, a Scottifh nobleman, now invented thofe excellent arti-

ficial numbers called logarithms, which are fo ufeful in operations of
trigonometry, &c. by performing, in the eafieft manner, by addition,
the office of multiplication, and by fubtradion that of divifion; where-
by they are of great and fpecial utility to mariners at fea, in calcula-
tions relating to their courfe, diftance, latitude, longitude, &c.
The tamous market for live-cattle, horfes,and hay, in London, named

Weft-Smithficld, was become fo miry and na-fty, that it was now found
neceflliry to pave ic for the firft time.

The Englifli Eall-India company fent out, on the joint flock account,
four fhips, with which they defeated a Portuguefe fleet in India, by
whom they were attacked : at Surat, they loaded indigo and Cambaya
cloths ; and at Bantam, mace and filk. Great complaints were made
againfl the Dutch by our people, both at Bantam and Macaifar, the par-
ticulars whereof are in all our accounts^ of voyages.
The Eafl-India commerce of England becoming very confiderable.

King James at the Eafl-India company's requefl and expenfe, appointed
Sir Thomas Rowe his and the company's ambaffador to the great mogul,
to treat for a commercial intercourfe with Eafl-India. This was the firfl

royal embafTy from England to that remote country, and will probably
be the lafl ; the company ever fince managing their concerns at the
eaflern courts by their own proper and more private agents *. This able
minifler, however, fent the company very good intelligence and in-
flruclions concerning the mercenary and treacherous temper and difpo-
fiticn of the mogul and his minifters, and for the advancement of their
trade ; all which are to be found at large in the printed coUedions of
voyages. He remained in India feveral years; in which time the follow-
ing European goods were the raofl acceptable in India, viz. knives of all

forts and falhions, toys of the figures of bealls, rich velvets and fattins,

good fowling-pieces, polifhed coral and amber beads, faddles with rich
furniture, fwords with fine hilts, inlaid, &c. hats, choice pidtures, wines
of Alicant, &c. cloth of gold and filver, flowered fiiks of gold and fil-

ver, French ftiaggs, and fine Englifli Norwich fluffs, fine light armour,
emeralds, &c. finely fet in enamelled work, fine arras hangings, large
looking-glafles, quivers of arrows and fine bows, figures of brafs or ftone,

* Sir Thomas R>,we freely advlfed the Eaft-India company to fend no more fpecial ambaffadors
to India, as they could not live in due lionour there; and a meaner agent would better effcd their
bufintfs with the haiylily Moorj.

j
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fine- cabinets, embroidered purfes, needle-work. French tweezer-cafej,
taolc-books, perfumed gloves, belts, girdles, bone-lace, dogs of various
natures plumes of feathers, comb-cafes richly embroidered, prints of
kings. &c. cafes of ilrong waters, drinking and perfpedive glafles finebafons and ewers: m general, any thing carious for workmLfnip', n^then known m India ^ all which things, fays he, will feU for readvmoney at good prices. ^

_

It feems the Portuguefe, by their tyranny and cruelty, had by thistime rendered thenifelves extremely odious to all the Eaft-Indian nationswho were well pleafed to fee the Englifh and Dutch dayly gaining grouSupon them: yet we alfo ftill find complaint, againft^he ilollalder mJndia by our people.

The EngliJ company by this time had fadories at Bantam Tacafra
(fince called Batavia), Surat. Amadavar. Agra. Afmere. Bram^oVi Cale"

?lhf1^ ^P'''"« ^?'"'
^i''"'

^^J^'"' Soccadania. MacalTuJ^ A^heen,
Jambi. Tecoo. Banda, and at Firando in Japan. From many ofwhich the company have fince withdrawn their fadories. and from fomeothers of them the Dutch have long fince wormed us out. The four
ihips of this voyage traded at Bantam and Sumatra, for pepper. &c. andreturned m 1617. ^ ^^ '

Peyton, the hiftorian of this voyage, obferves. that our company were •

only lettled on fufferance in fome parts of India, while the PortLuefewere mafters of the following numerous and widely dilperfed feitle-

' On the north-eaft coaft of Africa,.
' They had a trade on the river Quam, in 21 degrees :;o minutes

• S. "'"'* '' Mozambique, for gold, ambergris, ivory, l^

;

At Mombaza. for the fame, in barter for Guzarat commodities.
At Magadoxa for the fame, and for feveral forts of drugs. And from

all thofe places they drove a trade to Carabaya, to the Red fo. and tomany other parts. > « i^

' In the gulf of Perfili,

' At Ormus they make a profitable trade thence to Perfia. Arabia

' '""i I
^^'

J'^l' 'H^-^
>""S quantities of pearls from Balfora. ami

^

with them and other Perfian commodities, they fend a (hip or two an-
nually to Diii.m India ; and next to Goa : this is their beft port

In Arabia,
*^

;
At Mafcat they have a ftrong fort, though no great trade: but bc-ing domineering mafters ti.ere, they keep all in fervile awe. giving out

their licences for the velTels to go from place to place.
' In Indoftan, &c.

r t

' At Diul, near the mouth of the Indus, and at Diu, in Cu^ari.
they have very ftrong caftles.

^u^.uai,
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'^' At Daman alfo t^^ hk^fe" a'^tr^il^^caM^/ itld ?ftd't^^^^

* place, with a territory of I od villages.

J* Serra de Bazion, a little fonth of Daman, they are poflefled of; ai\d

•between it and Ghaul, the three ports of Gazien, Band? , and Mata.
' Th^ likewife poflefs the large city and caftle of Chaul.
* At Daitbul, they have a fadory, but no fort.

' Goa is their Indian metropolis, the feat of their vir^roy and of ail

* the gallantry of the nation, and the general rendezvous of all their

* forces. Croa has alfo a large {hare of tiade ; and, in fhorc, there arc
' the ftrong finews that hold together the parts of their eaftern empire.

' At Onor and Barcelor, they have torts, and trade for pepper, ginger,
* and drugs. They have alfo Mangalor and Cananor, fortified apd traded
' to as the former.

uiw jaa -

* And though they are quite (hut out from Calecut, and ?re befieged
* at Cranganor, yet they have the ftrong city and caftle of Cochin, with
* a confiderable trade and a favourable fituation for it.

' They have Coulan, Qailaon, and Taccatra, well fortified, and moft-
* ly filled with Portuguefe, both laity and clergy.

' On ,the great ifland of Ceylon, the ports and forts of Punta de Galla
' and Columbo are wholely theirs ; and they are dayly increafing their

* dominion in this ifland, where they havt a warm trade for cinnamon
* and drugs.

' On the eaft fide of the continent they have a factory at Negapatan ;

' and Mahapore, (or St. Thomas) a walled city, is their own.
' Thence to the Ganges, they have feveral ntiall refidences, good fac-

* tories in fome places, and every where fome advantage, that makes it

* worth their while to fettle there.

* In the kingdom of Bengal they are poflefted of a good town.
' In Pegu they have a factory, and alfo at Aracan, and upon the river

' of Mariaban.
' At Junfulao, they have a great fadory, from whence they fliip vaft

' quantities of tin for the Malabar coaft.

' At Malacca, they are mafters of the city and caftle, both very ftrong

;

* whereby they command the beft part of the trade of the adjoining
* countries.

* At Macao, an ifland on the coaft of China, near the mouth of the
' river of Canton, they have a city and caftle, and a great trade with
* the Chinel'e.

' In Japan, they have no fort nor caftle, but only a fadory ; the wile
' prince of that country (fays our author) keeping them at arms length.'

Of all thele pofieflions, and their prodigious power in India, there re-

mains now fcarcely a veftige, except the general ufe of the Portuguefe

language in the ports of India. An intereftlng memento to all other

nations.

I
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J'^rs^-.Wc have clfewhere obferved, that, from the very comraence-

Bient of the Enghfh commerce to Eaft-India, tliere was a fpiiit raifed
at home again ft it

:
that fpirit /till continued, and a fmall trad xvas no-v

pubhfhed, entitled, the Trade's increafe, wherein we meet \vith the
following plaufible objedions to it, viz.

That to follow the Eaft-India trade, they Lad negle<fted that to RuOiam which, laft year, there were only two ftiips employed, inftead of
fcyentcen great Oiips fbrmerly employed by the company, befide thofe
ot interlopers

:
whereas the Dutch, in this year, fent out thirtv-five

mips thitner. To which it was replied, by Sir Dudley Diggs, that the
£.aft-India company had fpent Li 20,000 in difcoveries onlv. towards
KuHia,--and do yet make good a ftock not only for defending their fifh-mg of the whale at Greenland, which at their own charge was firft dif-
eovered, and the Bifcayners r-nt for by them, to 'teach our nation to
kill the whales.

The Englifti Turkey company's complaints againft the Eaft-India
company feemed to be better, or ut leall more fpecioufly, grounded"
vz. that the trade of the later had leflened theirs to the Levant co
which parts they now fent thirty ftiips fewer than formerly ; whereas'the
Dutch now employed above one hundred fail to the Levant ; thout'h the
author of the complaint owns they were principally laden with Enffhlh

l^^'n'r'!!^'
^.°^'^^"^^ ft"ffs, 8cc. He complains of the iofs of feveral

Eaft-India ftnps, and of the death of many of their failors, whereby
(lays he) when the royal fleet was to be fitted out for conveying theLady Elizabeth to her fpoufe the cledtor palatine, there was a neceflity
ror a general prefs.

'

The above quoted author, in fpeaking of obfolete reftraints on thehlhmg on the coafts of other nations, obferves,

.
' ^)

J^^^
t^e antient cuftom of the Hollanders and Flemings, before

they began their fiftiing for herrings on our coafts, was, to crave leave
of the governor of Scarborough caftle.
' II) On that part of the coaft of Norway called Malftrand, all
ftrangers may fifti only till Chriftmas ; after which they muft pav a"mf ?^T ^""^'^ ^^^ °^ herrings to the king of Denmark.

. u i C -i- ^^" remember, that certain of our merchants of Hull
had their ftnps and goods taken away, and themfelves imprifoned, for

'

land"^
Wardhoufc, at the North Cape in Norwegian Lap-

To all which Sir Dudley Diggs replic'^, in a mafterly manner, in this
fame year m a treatife imitled. the Defcace of trade, infcribed to his
kinlman Sir Thomas Smith, governor of the Eaft-India company.
Wherein (:jfter accounting for the Iofs of ftiips and men) he gives a lift
uf all the ftiips they had employed from the beginning, being only
twenty-tour in number, four of wliich liad been loft.—That one of
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tiieir fhips was of 1293 tons burden, one of 1 100, one of io6o,^^e of
900, one of 800, and the reft from 600 down to 150 tons. T'h^ir fliip

of 800 tons was bought of tlie Levant company : and he conceives the
ground for having fuch large fhips in the Levant tr^de to be, becaufe
our royal navy was not as yet confiderable enough to proted our trad-

ing (hips from the Barbary rovers. And the like alfo may be alleged
for the Eaft-India ftiips. He fays, that our Eaft- India company's
greateft ftock (i, e. the value of goods and money exported), in any ;,ne

year, was but l.;^6,ooo, and that the nation faves annually L70,coo in

:he prices of pepper, cloves, mace, and nutmegs, merely for home-
confumption. That of thefe fpiccs they exported Lift year to the va-
lue of L21 8,000 befide indigo, calicoes, China filks, benjamin, aloes,

Sec. * A confiderable addition this to the national ftock. To which fnould
be added the king's cuftom, and alfo the employment given to ftiips

and mariners in the re-exportations.

That, befide cinnamon, the company computed that we annually con-
fuaied at home the following quantities of fpiccs, viz.

Pepper (formerly 8/"now but 2/" per lb.), 450,000 pounds weighL
Cloves, _ - _ ... _ 50,000
Mace, - . - , - - 15,000
Nutmegs, - .- ^. - - 100,000

Totals 615,000 pounds weight.

And that the cloves, mace, and nutmegs, are proportionably reduced
in price, fince our diredt trade to India.

Next, he gives the outfet and cargoes of the company's trade for the

year 1614, viz.

' In bays, kerfies, and broad-cloths, dyed and drefled, to the king-
' dom's beft advantage, _____ L 14,000 ^ o

' Lead, iron, and foreign merchandize, - 10,000 o^ o
' Ready money in all the ftiips (and wjiich was lefs

' than is allowed by their charters), - - - 12,000 o o

' Total, L36,ooo o c
* The fame year, their ftiipping and furniture coft

' them in fitting out, _ _ _ _ 34,000 o c
' And fo»- viduals and other extraordinary charges, 30,000 o o

' Total outfet, anno 1614, Lioo.ooo o o

The anonymous but acute author, whom Sir Dudley Diggs now an-

iwered, gives us a lift of our fliips employed in other branches of trade.

* There is no nicnlion as yet of porcelain or tlie cargo of li;c (hip Ni.wY(ar'a Gift taken in at

tea. Bai.tiuii ir. tills liuuc year. lB4irc/jM, L. iv, c. rx.

Percclain is mentioned by Elliington as part of i i.] M. u
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• pipc-ftave. fcAm IreUnd
""""S'' ""^ 3° &! more ladm with

• 4=7S'dg3ipTt<!o""
""' *°'' ^ ""t»- »-» *e Dutch above

And befides our own fliips,' ffavs this authnr^ < k ZT^
' mine's mouth, come all onr nVilK • ^ ^"^^'' ^^^n to the
' tinually, emploZ. their ow^^^^^
(continue he) 'SerTftLvte^^^^ "^^r^"' ^ ^o^bt not/
• employ theii own ftip^^^^^^^ f/-.T"!^

"°^
• whole fleets of ro fail to^etW • Tr^ J I

^'"^"'^^ ^^'^ '^'''^'^' i"

French. Bifcayners and Pnm.t r
° V*°°° ^°"'- ^^"^ ^li'" the

400 (hips.} ^ '
P°«"g"efe, can make two voyages yearly with

.' T^r^
our Greenland whale fifhery, 14 fhips

;

profit of thofe .ri^Cefrel^bytg aVlT 'o/'n;
;'= "'*"'

_

The great expenfe that the nobility and gfmry I ave bL^S™*-;.ng Vtrgtnta ts no way recompenfej. by th^^o^r re^fr.^^,'h" .fijV
Ui I . . - .

tl L fl K ''°^r8?" " ^""'^ "f authentic merean-t.eh.noryhavcf»ch old traft. fupplicd u, v^UwWho.hcrw,rc might have i-ecnl^f many 5f

n?n r ,n I
"'•'' .'•'"'^f"'- ought to be made a bejrin-mng to a pubhc merc«tile hbrary. in order to p e.i^rve f„ch vaWblc memoir, fromdeAruaion.^

VOL. II,

Judicious readeri need not to be told, that fuch

written by fuch able a.uliora .n, l,\,d ;„ the rcfoec

ToSaS!' ^--ndthcLleal.o.ntl.or.

Nn
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This author finally urges the extenfiou of our

drawn from the prodigious profits of the Dutch from their fiftjery, in

which there liave been numbered in fight 2000 fail ,of ^^^iT^Sj,; ^noploy-

ing 37.000 fifliermen, going out to fea at once. ^ar)lh)3 ooo.d^r^ np^
The great Henry IV had ereded an Eaft-Tndia company in l^raftce

in the year 1604 ; and his fon Louis XIII gave them a new charter :

but they remained inadive till this year, when their fliips took poflef-

fion of the great illand of Madagafcar, which not atifwering- their ex-

pedations, the company and trade were wholely dropt.

This year, Dr. William Vaughan, calling himfelf a fervanfpf King

James, attempted a fettlement on Newfoundlana, at the expenfe of his

own fortune. He carried thither a number of his countrymen of Wales,

and gave his plantation the name of Cambriol, being in the fouth part of

that ifland. His fcheme was for the fifliery on the banks of Newfound-

land to go hand in hand with his plantation. In a book publifhed by

him, intitled, tbe GoUen fleece, [4ta, 1626] he tells us alfo, that the

Lord Falkland and Sir George Calvert, afterwards created Lofd Balti-

more, made a fettlement on the north end of that ifland at a great ex-

penfe in the years 1621 and 1622 : yet, as we have elfewhere obferved,

no permanent plantation has ever been made on that cold and barren

iflund to this day. In the fame year, Sir Henry Maynard, v.ith five flout

Ihips, was fent thither for proteding the fiftiery, which was fb confider-

able that there were 1 70 Englilh fliips there together. According to

the acute author of the Trade's increafe, publiflied in this year, our

trade to Spain and Portugal was very low at this time, fcarcely employ-

ing 500 feumen ; owing, ho thinks, to our long wars with that crown

in Queen Elizabeth's days.

The Ruflia company now font out two fliips and two pinnaces to

Spitzbergen, flill, by our voyagers, called Greenland, and the Dutch

ll-nt thither eleven, and alfo three fl'.ips of war to proted them. At the

fame tin^», the court of Denmark fent three fliips of war thither, being

the firft Dauifli fliips feen there ; yet they alfo pretended to demand toll

of the Englifli fliips, but the Fnglifli refufed it, alleging that Greenland

(i, e. Spitzbergen) belonged folely to the king of England. This hu-

mour of ui exclulive claim to that remote, dangerous, and vaftly ex-

tended lea, where there was no land territory that was habitable, and

which therefor could not eafily be lupported, held on through all King

James's reign, and was at Icall as uureaibnable .is even the V">'tuguef(.

exclufive claims foutluvard ; in fuch inftanccs, vainly copied by our own

and other nations, at the fame time that we condemn both Spain and

Portugal for doing the like ! So blind are moft men whilft their own

iuunedhue intereik is in queftion !

i6i6 By the dexterity of Pcnfionary Barnevelt, the Dutch ambaf-

lador cxuaordiuary in England, and of Caroon their ambafliidor in or-
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dinary. the cautionary towns of Flufliing, Briel, and Rammekins werem the year 1616. evacnated by King James's ^rder: the fum duebvthe ftates-general to England haa been adjufted by qneen n^,h2 Zbe eight millions of gilders: but King James was mevrilc^ 4 to

'

ccpt 2,728.000 gilders, in lieu of the eiiht millions\ and alfo re.^ttedeighteen years mterefl on the fame. This was a moft poliricTen 'nthe Dutch, flnce. while England held ihofe faftnefTes. fhe £t " werevery much :ir rhp mn-rv r.f ^„ .: rr^ , ,^ '
.

^^-^^'s werevery much at the mercy of our nation. [Fa-^era F
n« hi ?. -^T^-

•^'*''^-
u f

""^"^i^^"'^ ^o Sir M^alter RaleiglC an, fuchas he fliould join with him. to undertake a voyage umJ the fouthpar s of America, or clfewhere in America, polfefled and nhabitedby heathen and favage people, to difcover fomi commodities r7ofecoun nes that be neceffiiry and profitable for the fabjeds of hefeour kmgdoms We being credibly informed, that thefe are diverfemerchants and owners of fhips. and others. Well difpofed toTmftthe n^id Sir Walter Raleigh, in his enteq.rize had theytffic ent affurance to enjoy their parts of the profits returned.^nTeS ofthe peril of law wherein the faid Sir Walter Raleigh now SndethAnd we being alfo informed, that diverfe other the khifmen "ndfriends of the fa.d Sir Walter Raleigh, and diverfe captains and othercommanders, are alfo defirous to follow him. and to vrnturc 'hdr 1 veswith h,m m this journey ;_we have granted full power to hir^[ andfree liberty to carry and lead out of this realm, or ehewl "re, Jh flichofour loving fubjedls as i}>all willingly accompany him. toShe wkhflnps arms, ammunition, wares, merchandize. &c.: and' he to be

V rt- rr"&:^
-d coj.n:ander of the fa.d people, with ^oZ ofmaituMaw, Uc and alfo power to appoint under him fuch cantamsofficers, &c. as he HkiU judge pr.oper: and to bring home go d Id fi :

ver, pre ,ous ftones and other merchandize : and to difpolb L'eof t

Z:^^^^''''''''^'^''' P^yi"Stous one fifth par\ of he "old
1
Iver and pretious Hones, and alfo the ufnal duties for the other mer-chandize. And Ve do grant unto the faid Sir Walter Raleigh ha t^efe

x^ A 78;'f
^"" '^ '^"^ ^' '^'^^^^^^^ "^ ^-' ^- '

[W^^^
William Baffin failed for the difcovery of a north-well pafl-age to

^ZVl l""
"'

'^f
f%^"^y-^-ig'«h degree of north latitude.^ nd^ve

1
ame to a bay in thofe feas, but he returned home without being abfe lo

Smth^S^ n^u ^^-^ "°d^"^^i"g ^--^ at the charge of SirVhomasSmuh. Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John Wolftenholme. &c diredorsSeRuilia company. &c. In his letter to the laft named gen leman hea>s. that having m three years time, coarted all. or near^11 thecircumference of Davis's ftraits, he found it to b no "Ser Inn a

' be'ma/eVS' "'
'"^"V"''^

^'^^'- ^^'^ ''''' '^^^ advan'ge may

.
Whales called by the bilcayners, the grand bay whales; the hime may

N n 2
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' be purfaed, and good ftore of oil may be made between the middle of
'• July and the laft day of Auguft.' - - '

Nor were the Hollanders at all behind us in new enterprises ; for this

fame year William Comelitz Schouten and James Le Maire, performed
the third Dutch circumnavigation of the globe. Such as were not of
their Eaft-India company being prohibited to go to India either by the

Cape ofGood Hopfe caflward, or weftward through the ftraits ofMagellan,
fome now began to think there might be another paflage thither weft-

ward, fomewhere fouth ofthofe ftraits. This was firft ftarted by Le Maire,

a merchant of Amfterdam, joined by William Comelitz Schouten, a

merchant of Hoome. In the year 1615 they fitted out two ftiips, one
of which was loft by fire at Port Defire, under the command of the lat-

ter. Schouten, who pafling on fouth from the Magellanic ftraits, found
!i new and fafeV ftrait, which he named after his partner Le Maire,

through -which- he failed into the South fea, and having failed almoft in-

.to the 60th degree of fouth latitude, he got round the Cape, which he
named after his town of Hoome, on the ifle named Terra del Fuego^
lying in 57 degrees 48 minutes ; thence crofting the great Southern

ocean, he came to Jacatra, (fince named Batavia,) where, notwith-

ftanding this new and great difcovery, the ftiip and goods were feized

by the prefident of the Dutch Eaft-India company, in the year 15 16.

Schouten and his men took their paflage home m one of that company's
ftiips, having performed their whole circumnavigation in two years and
eighteen days.

The Dutch found a ftiorter paflage to India in the year i^aj, by the

ftraits of Nafl"au, north-weft of Le Maire's ftrait; and another ftill fhort-

er by Brewer's ftraits in 1643. But fince the powers of Europe have
made treaties about the Eaft-India commerce, that fouth-weft paflage is

feldom ufed, unlefs for illicit commerce with the Spanifli territories in

the South fea, or by powers at war with Spain.

Very early in the feventeenth century, the Algerines, and by their

example thofe of Tunis and Tripoli, began to ufe fquare-rigged ftiips,

and to drop galleys arid galliots. [Morgan's Hijl. ofAlgiers, V. ii, p. 628.]

According to a letter of Sir Francis Cortington, the Englifli miniftcr in

Spain, -to the duke of Buckingham, the fleet of thofe corfairs now con-

fifted of forty fail of tall ftiips, their admiral being of 506 tons burden,

with which they ftruck terror all along the Spanilh coafts, dividing their

force into two fquadrons, with one of which they blocked up the port

of Malaga, and with thi other they cruifed between Lijhon and Seville.

Confidering the mean ftate of the naval ftrength of the chriftian ^^owers

of Europe in thofe times, this was truely a formidable fleet : but thofe

rovers are fcarcely able in our days to fend out fuch a fleet ; and, on
the other hand, the chriftian powers are fince become much more
powerful at fea. i
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SnT^^^ ^ Eaft-Ind.» comptny now fent out five Ihips of 1 000 eeo800. 400 and 150 tons burden: and this was called their fifth ^oviS
fl^H

J;"*^*'^';
'
yet we hav« not yet met ^.ith any account of tlelrfourth voyage. In thu voyage they took a I'ortuguefe fliip loaded wfthelephants teeth which they landed at Surat. together wi^h JhSr^wncargoes of coral^«loth, tin. wine., ftrong waters, &c. Thence theTwI?

(fettled there by a grant from the king of Bantam) fo rudely. tha"ourpeople were obliged to attack their fleet ; and ours being jofned by s"IThomas Dale wuh fix more (hips from England, and othirTfps of thecompany's at Bantam, it confifted of thirteen fail of good fhi7 where-by they beat the Dutch fleet near Jacatra. as they alfo did in anotherengagement on the coaft of Sumatra: yet. in the end ^vtoeaT^lwere taken by the Dutch, we having befo;e taicrone^fThefrs JnZmean nme a fhip frt>m England brought an accL^of a^eem^^^home between the two companies, which put an end to thThoSesAtterwards our (hip, at Firando in Japan joined vrith thrOutcl f whonow (hewed our people all friend(hip. in application to the empeTorwho granted all their rcquefts. In their return to Bantam the^fSa French (hip trading there in the year 1621 •; and ourr^turned thltyear home, loaded w th pepper, filk. cloves, and benjamin In thisvoyage, one of our (hips failed to Mocha in the Red fei, and fc led afaftory there for the firft time, by permiflion of the Turki(h alThe accounts given by the writers cf voya-es in thofe times are often.^gue and confofed They pretend that the^princes and c^! fto? the

mT.f.^d"',*'^
' ^'^TS

"'•"^"^' '^'^S"^^ ^hofe ifles. fo famou for nut-megs and cloves m full property to the king of Great Britain for ever •

declaring that they never acknowleged the Dutch as their fovefeiJ^:and that m token of their fubjedion, they would annuaHrfenTabranch of nutmegs to our king. Whereupo,/ our pe .pie ereStd fortshere and warned the Dutch to come thither no moi^; yet the ateround me^ins to furprife both our fl^ips at Pooloway; aJ at Ban aminftead of a friendly accommodation of thofe differences, the faSo the two companies fell to fighting; and the Dutch infifted on the -fle

l^"in76?R"th^''"f""^^'•^^""S '^"^ '^^ ^'^'-^ ml more-over in 1 618, they took two more of our (hips
This year eight fliips from London and Plymouth foiled to the conn-try fincc called New England, whence thev" carried great quantities offi(h and 01 to Spam and Portugal, as they did alfo in the^year 16x8but no fettlement was yet made in that country. . ^^

two Englini flifpB at Achcen. Aff
^ d>»ercnt times m the ycarifa, he met with
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1617.—King James, in the year 1604, and again in 1617, gave new
charters to the company of merchant-adventurers, confirming all their

former powers and privileges in trading 10 the Netherlands and Ger-

many, with the woollen mani:fa<itures of England, cxclufive of all who
were not free of that company. Both thefc charters ftill rcfcrved to the

mayor, conftables, and fellowfnip of the merchants of the ftaple of Eng-

land, full liberty to trade into the faid limits. * Yet (according to

* Malynes their profeflcd enemy) the merchant-adventurers company
' increafed their arbitrary proceedings more and more, and enlarged
' the fums to be paid for the freedom therc«)f, &c. So that the mcrch-
* ants of the ftaple gradually loft their privileges, and all others were
* compelled to conform to the rules and meafures of the merchant-ad-
' venturers company, whofe members were at this time about 4o::.o

' perfon?,' i. e. in fad, almoft all who traded in the woollen manufadure

to Germany and the Netherlands.

King James being on his progrefs to Scotland, iflucd out a proclama-

tion which, in our days, would be thought not a little arbitrary, ftridl-

ly commanding all noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who have

manfion-houfes in the country, to depart within twenty days after the

date thereof, with their wives and families, out of the city and fuburbs

of London, and to return to their feveral habitations in the country,

there to continue and abide until the end, of the fummer vacation, to

perform the duties and charge of their places and fervice; and likcwife

by houfekeeping, to be a comfort unto their neighbours, in order to re-

new and revive the laudable cuftom of hofpitality in their rcfpedive

countries. Excepting however, fuch as have necelHiry occafion to at-

tend in London for term bufinefs, or other urgent occafions, to be fig-

nified to and approved by the privy council.

We may here '-bfcrve, that Henry IV of France, after the peace of

Vervins, ilTued a fimilar proclamation (which poflibly King James
thought a good precedent, having likewife, on fundry odier occafions,

teftified a fondnefs for imitating that able prince in matters of ftate po-

licy, perhaps without duely confidering the difference of the conftitu-

tion, temper, &c. of the two kingdoms) commanding his nobility and
gentry to retire to their eftatcs, improve their lands, and keep the peace

of their refpedive countries.

The Dutch now fortified the ifland of Goree near Cape Verde on the

African coaft. The Engliih, in the year 1663, took it from the Dutch,

but reftorcd it in 1664. ^i"* ^^^^ y^^'^ ^^77 ^^^^ French took (it from
the Dutch, and held it till the year 1 758, when it was retaken by Great

Britain. It is a fmall barren ifle, laid to be deftitute of wood and good

water. But having a good harbour, it was convenient to the French,

who had f;idories on the adjacent coaft, where they traded for golJ,
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flaves hides, oftrich-feathers. bees-wax, gum. fcnegal. (rt very ufeful
article) millet, ambergris, &c. ^ ^

This year the quarrels at Spitsbergen about the whalc-fifhInK ran veryhigh bet^vcen the Englifh and Dutch, the former felling on 2lfthZ
oil: and this ,s the firft time we find mention of fins 6r wh^lebbnfb^ing brought home with the blubber or oil; although probably befort
this time It came mto ufe for women's ftays. &c. l^ means of the Bif-cay whale-filhers. "^

't i^i Ti^a^T?A'
i6i8._In the next year King James (os king of Scotland) incorpo-

to fin
'
r.'t^K

"^^"^'"'^ ''^".' ^^^ Zealanders. to be a new company

raS/f3 .''^r'
and much ftiipping, provifions. 'Sec. were con^traded for

:
ye, after all their preparations, this Scottilh patent wasannulled

;
and u was agreed, that the Eaft-India adventurersmould ftiljoin (lock with the Ruffia com.pany. and be one joint company for tl ewhale-fifhery. Thirteen flnps were thereupon" fent thither; but the Zei!anJers proving fupenor there, and being exafperated at the feizure oftheir oil. &c. laft year and their dii-appointment by refcinding theScotti(h patent, ar eked, overpowered, rifled, and difperfed tht: Englilh

Ihips
; mod of which returned home empty. 1 u 1"?;! 7

The method of managing the whale-fi(hing of both 'r.^Ths Wa^ tfwrri
quite different from what it is in our days. The vr'- - xn thofe" m, ivumes having never been difturbed, (fay our vo:-.gers) reforted to thebays near the fliore, whereby their blubber was eafily landed at Spitz-bergen where they erefted cookeries (i. e. coppers. &c.) for boLe
their oil, which they left^ftanding from year to year, and only broughfhome the purified oil and the whalebone. The Engliih having been ?he
firfl m that fifhery, kept pofTeflion of the beft bnvs^ The Dmch co'^ing later, were obliged to find bays farther north': yet the Danes' who
c:une later into this trade than the Dutch, got in between the Englifhand Dutch. The Hamburghers came :xfter the Danes ; and after them
c:une the trench, and alio the Biicayners, who, though older whale-
.niersthananyin luirope, except the Norwegians, had not however

f.illen into this mctnod, but by the example of England and the reft:md who were forced to fet up their cookeries ftill farther of!C But fincc'
tliofe times the whales are lefs frequent in the bays, and are moft com-monly among the openings of the ice farther from land, which obliges
the fli.ps to follow them thither. So that the blubber is now cut from
the whales in imall pieces at the fliip's fide, and brought home in cafks
o be boiled and purified, and the whale fins alfo to be cleaned. This
later method, however of fiihing being often found dangerous and
perilous to fiupping, difcouraged our Englifti adventurers, who then
traded in a comp:my lo that they foon after relinquifhed that fiiliery.
and fo It remained till the reign of King Charles II
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^.TbeEnglifli Eall-Indh company, fending out lix fhips in the year
i6iZ for India, under the command in chief of Sir Thomas Dak, King
Jamf^'^j to add the greater weight to that voyage, granted him a fpecial

coij^mifjioi> to govern that fleet, as well by common as by martial law.,

Alfo to fqizf on the fhips and merchandize of any others of his fubjcds
who ihould be found navigating within the company's limits without
their licence, i h?lf the value of fuch feizures to belong to the crown,
arid the other half to the company. [Fotdera^ V. Kvii, p. 56.] . -,

We have feen King James's commiillon to Sir Walter Raleigh for the
pfojedl of finding the fuppofed rich gold mines of Guiana. In the year
follpwing he failed out on that adventure with twelve fhips, two ofwhich
deferted him before he arrived at Guiana, where, however, he could
never find the marks he had left there ; although his fon and Captain
Kemys failed a vafl way up the river Oronoco in queft of them to no
purpofe. But, being narrowly watched by Count Gondemar, the Spanifh
rainifter at King James's court, and perhaps, as many think, given up
to be a facrifice to the projeded match between Charles prince ofWalas
and, theJnfanta of Spain ; King James was induced this year to ifTue a
pi'oclamation, * that whereas he had licenced Raleigh and others to un-
' dertake a voyage to Guiana, where they pretended great probabilities
' to make difcovery of rich gold mines; in which licence we did, by
' exprefs limitation and caution, reflrainthem from any adt of hoftihty,.
' wj-ong, or violence, upon the territories of any princes in amity with
' ns, and more peculiarly of thofe of our dear brother the king of Spain.
' All which notwithflanding, we are fince informed by common fame,
' that they have, by an hoftile invafion of the town of St. Thome, be-
' ing under the obedience of our faid dear brother the king of Spain,
• and by killing divers of the inhabitants thereof, his fubjetts, aijd after
' burning and lacking the faid town, malicioufly broken and infringed
' th? peace and amity which hath been fo happily eflablifhed, and fo
' Ipng inviolably continued, between us and the fubjeds of both our
' crowns : we have therefor held it fit, to make a public declaration
' of our utter miflike and deteflation of the laid infolencies and excefles.
' And, for the clearing of the truth of the faid common fame, we do
' Hereby flridly charge all our fubjeds that have any particular under-
' f^anding and notice thereof, immediately to difcover the fame to fome
' of our privy council, upon pain of our high difpleafurj^/ &q. (jFa?</fra,

r: xvii, /. 90.J ,^. ... '.,^i..

Upon Raleigh's return without gold. King James d)f'«vowed lus hav-
ing given Jiim authority to fail to Guiana, although he h.^d privately re-
ceived of him a Icheme of the whole defign, with a particular defcrip-
tlon of the country and the river Oronoco, &c. He could not, however,
be put to death on account of this enter])rize, becauf? he had the king's
commiflion for it ; but as he had been found guilty, in 1603, of a pre-
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tu.ed on that old fentence, to the no fmall difrepotarion SkI^V "'"
and the infinite regret of all good men

"'"^P"""™ of King James,

Cirert^fo?Ke ^u'^t'^vSAV ™"'V"= ^"« '" ?<*-
called a »ater-pIough

; ft taW nn r3 "1 """">"' "'Wet he
havens - and rfal ;ngin airbTen^d 'bf^^^^^

1;°^^"™™"!

hotfe,,. foi. dtaining coal-pitTan-d' o^herrine! I^Jl'l^^, f
in LcSCr:- r,w^";^i,r„'^*jr«f''tr'T ""vr «>""-'---
for reftraining the imn,oder rconflt"J„ce of of„oL°f.>r "'^l

^^'°-

ortufficieni .eigLt t^ i^lUt r„y'^5,'"eS:'tJ^elrc'a^e'""-^
Lo^nl" ii? TerJ^St t^hett^t't^f r"«" I -^/^jV^" '"

"

to be removed. [FceJera, l^'Jip ,0-] " ^''^' '^'^ °'^" ""^^^"ces

' called LincolnVinn-fieUis fit u ted n . 1 ""'^'"'f'
"^ the grounds

' about with the dwellies' }ll^ ^'f'
""""'^ P^''^"'^^ round

' which grounds ifteyVJer^^^^ of quality
j

to lay out thole field ,?o' reg"h, ^Z tc"" T 1

T'"
""f*"

' Jones, our furreyor-general of "i "wo, iff;„ ? f'!" " '"'S»
fioners) (hall diaW by way of m° Tl,. / r "I

"^ ']'' ™""""'-

• frayed by contributions ftom d^f.' '„, n r
,«''""'', ''""'''f '» be de-

Vol. II. *
^"'^''''''' "** '^^^ ""* "'^"^ ^y ''" '»"»«•»"•

Oo
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ri^olbiiii.irercbycKtfeacd to coUeift thu coI)tfil>uti9J^^^U,J)^^P|Sfi^;-

'». jeants-lims, the four inns of court, and the eight ii>j;if.^^,,9^9^]:^, *q'

^Fcetkra^ K Kvu^ pi itg*] •.! /tnilifif '"

)vThc king gave a pattnt for thirty-one years to Dav^dj^^jn^y^aind

;Thoimfe Wildgofle, ' for tbe fQle benefit arifing frojn their ipyentJions,

i1 for ploughing land without horfes or oxen, for improving ^rfe»
f^Kgrounds, for raifing water from any low place to the houfes of npble-

!? .men and gentlemen, and to cities and towns, and to make boats for

* the carriage of burdens and paflengers, to run upon the wat^^as fwift

iVin calms, and more fafe in ftorms, than boats fuU-failedm great

•*i iTiidnds** . {Wadera^V. w'n, p' 121.] ,;3- -'iihod li^^rii ^jmidijiir •;(>+ t^-Jo

: With refped to the whale-fiftiing of the Hollanders, De Witt quotes

Lieven Van Aiizma, who fays, 'that the whale-tilhery to the north-

ward employs above 12,000 men at fea j' which infers, that the

•Dutch had probably near 300 fail of (hips employed in the whale-fifh-

•ery about 1 00 years ago, at a time when England had none at ail.

The colony of Virginia went on increafmg, and confiderable quanti-

[ties of tobacco were raifed there, which now began to be well takep off

ai home. Sir Samuel Argall, the governor, finding this colony in a

thriving way, began to have his eye on the French, who, about the

year 161 6, had crofled the river of St. Laurence, and made a fettle-

ment in the country then named Acadia (now Nova-Scotia), and ajfo

on part of what is now called New-England. He drove the French

from Port-royal (fince named Annapolis-royal), and from another fmall

fettlement of theirs, and took a (hip riding before it. We are here to

obferve, that the Engli(h, from the very beginning of their planting

on the continent of America, had ever deemed Nova-Scotia to be a part

of North-Virginia, as Georgia, more lately, and before it took that

name, was undoubtedly deemed a part of South-Carolina, though not

then planted on. For at this time Virginia, being the mother Englilh

colony on that continent, and its patent extending to the northernmoft

parts of America, all the fettlements to the, northward of Cape Henry

1 were comprehended under the general appellation of North-Virginia.

1 Sir Skimuel Argall alfo diflodged fome Dutchmen, who, ^ under pre-

ttence of a purchafe from Captain Hudfon, had feated then^felves on

- Hud'bn's river, in what is now called New-York, and whichthc Dutch

i iiad then named N^wrJJpai-^illiand^ , Xj?t thfJ^fgW-^W ?fifW>^4, UJ|d

'1 inuhipUed,there.l !f:-i"rj'j-!oir 'jvo-: !. hfu. ^yi-^^nm-n ff.)t:.(| Mj't Kf-

IV. iWheiber itlie Indians of Virginia had received b^d ^nipr^PO'^s of

ji QUJ5lilr(i!E»glt(h; planters^ fqw*; of \Tb(Om,ithwugh f^(hp^Iji/m,i^t, bajve

"jM, J, .y . ! >
'

J •'. J ,

'

.

' ' i • > I I

'

'! II i .( > - hi
I . t The hoiife* round l,iiicoln'8}nn.fieI(i«, nieq- membfv tlw adjacent ground plots, then wafte, bc-

ttpned' m tliii comminion, wetb itmcQ by Irtigb itig \vA oiit hy tHc fame gtew archileft.

- JiJiieiVand fortw of ilicin on the fouih and weft Qufre,, In wh»t ywr (id Mr. Ai'<lf>o« w?'"-'

r. ^1^ pfithf lsv«rf, «»d on Uk; foirth iUeof Qn«;aj.
, tbat «0ju)e, wers flive who had been cputcmporiP.

ft^t'arcMcnUr?. ,^fany peoplem ^ i^' ryi^StiftrtvAfi died Wt«^t^ JJT. i
"
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towards t^iertvfe i^. ^'tfels dWMTce of time; atidthroueh

the Indians deftroyed many Englifh people ih chofe times ; and thS
22'vJj*^i''"''^T''^\^^

^'•"^* h«.*>t^ of Jk. Indians, whTat^fiTftwS
?tl £^^"*"^ ''^?^- •?«« *-^^««- eertainly. whenever it' «i»Vi be dodt

the npHves who may be many ways fubfervient to their interbft, more
IR.^^-I^i^^,'^'"''''!

^ ''"'y «^^'derable traffic with them for furs and
W ?:J1^ '^^^iL^"'.'*"-'

^°" of woollen cloth called duffle, gimsgun-iiowden lead^fhot, hatchets, knives, fciflars, needles and threil Soker. for naimmg their bodies, &c. Alfo, by engaging theit friendftin

varlkhn^W,tijtH(im;j2f whichour other coloines have fincS had fuffic entexperience. We bught however, on this .^cafion, to do the manage™
f ^feL^"'I?^"y *^^ -i^^^^e to obferve, that they had' already

General hlftorp. of Europe, ^ vi. c. lO that of Admiral PeteJ Hen
lVi'^t^''\'^^ ^^^l"^' ^' ^'-^^"^g '^'^' y^-^ taken the entfreto Of galleons hbmeward bound, whereby he. carried home no ief!
th^fi twenty' miflionv of lrvfeff^'^-w>;/ irAiJ ^,oiiT-mi
The l)utch fortified the poft c^^Jacatra (now called Batavia). which

Lm^r T,, t'°"'''''"'^J°°° ^"P^' ^" °''^^'- to exclude the Englifhfrom It The Javans onpofing it, were affifted by the EngKlh from Ban-tam with cannon and hilps, wherewith they drove away The Du°^Ssof war
;

vet. m the end. the Duteh ftood their ground, and keotTf
fefliono/Batavia. and dfd of their ft,aot7 at ^Bant.r; after^X"
ftruggles with the Enghflieompany'. (hips, and much flau^hter be^een^lem. and alfo with thofe of Bantam. After which, thl new c^y ofBatavia increufed very much in people and commerce, although it v.asattacked by the king of>« Ey fe. and land in the year 1 6,0. andagam by the Bantamefe.n 16^5: Hither they import vaft qoantii,'ofEuropean merchandize for t^e Javtms, and alfo for the cLeie who-come hither itvthe.r large veffds: It is indeed a magazine for alUheprodudhon. of Indi.l, Japan, .nd the li^ice-ifland. : I istheLntretf
all the Dutch commerce : and its governor-general lives in the ftate ofa fbvereign prince, his foi^ces being reckoned 20.000 or more, A?^d in
Jata, the Mbl^eoes. Ceylon, tmd Malacca, fome have reck^ried half"million ot j>eople lubjed to the Dutch company, who. in India arenrong enough to expell aU the other European nations : and the^'fendmore European m^ rchandize to India th;m perhaps all the reft of Eu-rope do together. The Dutch governors of Bataviu have from time to ,

o 2.
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fin??jiddedfi^^r>x.i?i?W; ^uficatioi^g an4 outwojrks tQ,thm qity.tvisljich is

.^ovit Ijx milqs jn circumf^reuce, apd contains about SPfOOQ people.
They have likeyife builjc ipany forts and redoubts, at .proper diftances,

iOi:,feveFaJ, miles, roiind it, for the fafety of their plantations, farm&i,w»d
,pl?|^a^ft-hpuf99 ; fo as to, be deemed long fince out of danger,ftomftny
.^ft^pi^ .o(,th^ natives, according to Nieuhoflfs voyages, publi{he4 in

rJ03^6rWli9,,"^eQ*reckoned 6720 fighting men in it, befides the Dv\tch in-

,,l^pjun^s, and the families of great numbers of Chinefe, Malayans,
AmDoynefe, Moors, and Javanefe. They have fngar-houfes, pjwder-
fioills, paper-mills, and all other conveniences, without being obliged to

^^nd QU .the uncertainty of fupplies from Europe. And their coffee

k ye^koj^ied next to that of Mocha for goodnefs. They have alfo pep-
per, r^(;p, wax, benzoin ; magazines of iran, timber,, sSyj^iJ^yaiftopes ;

,four?ider^S(fo|: cannon ; docks for {hip-building, &c %., ,; .,,,:,

(
I'The Engliih Ruffia company were now difputjng with the Hull men

their w)|ale-|ifhing at the ifle of Trinity, lying in the north fea towards
Spit^bergei), that company claiming an e^^clufive right to the nihery ;

yet the, Pull fhips having firft difcovered that ifle, aiid very early fiflaed

at it, it was tliis yeai; granted to the corporation of Hull by King James
jf^X theiif whale-fifhing.

'(^^(^l^hough the Englifh (as we have feen) had, fo: early as the year

J 536, reforted for commerce to Guinea pr the weft coaft of Africa, yet,

by reafon of lofles and difappointments in that traffic, they became ne-
gligent of it, and even feem to have difcontinued it entirely, till now
that King James granted an exclufive charter to Sir Robert Rich, and
other Londoners, for raifing a joint ftock for a trade to Guinea. Never-
thelefs, as feparate traders would not forbear reforting to that coaft,

fuch difputes arofe between this company and them as foon ended in

the difl"olution of the company, the proprietors withdrawing their

ihares. This occafioned that trade to lie negleded during the reft of
this king's reign, and alfo fome part of his fon's reign, whilft the Hol-
landers pernfted in improving their own trade on this coaft. That
ihort-lived company had foon fpent the greateft part of their capital

;

the gold and drug trade alone not being fufficient to fupport ladories

,

and forts there ; there not having as yet been any trade for negro flaves

for our own American iflaiid plantations, fcarcely as yet exiftmg.

1619—The Ruffia and Eaft-India companies of England fitted out
nine ftiips and two pinnaces for the whale-fiHiery at Spitzbergen in the

year 161 9. But the voyage proving unfortunate, the two companies,
after cai-rying it on jointly for two years wthout fuccefs, agreed ^^ gi"^^

up that fifhery.

• An arn[k' acroiint <.f tins Diucli capital .of the End, may be found in the Voyages of Stavori

nu3, a cuiimuindcr iii the fcrvkc uf ihc Dutch lilalt India cumpany. M.
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rates foi. Which thelme coins are curfe^rinThfe r-^Sf^
' 2 ' 5^^^^

• as the dramng of monies intb th^ JoMTmlvT, ^ 5l L ^^ '^^''^"

ready to te ingrofled into the merXntsTandf i,r J!!?^^^^^

:;;t '"s,;,^^
---- '''-«' "saS- \^X^."4^^^^^^^

• » mak/°hen*":f w '' '?'"'=" ""^ "'" >""•« '" London
'^ xvii;^^ ,43 ]

""'
';'!,t!";'='

»' '" ^ «""" proclamation• [foA„.

lanl^'^fHdtad'Xr^™'' "'"'EHlMndia companies of E^A.

After fuiidrjr fraitleft conferences at London and at the m^*"'i
Li"/»"j tJCs tLK'toT™"""'"*

*-";&"<:
friendftip between tl^etwrnation.™ """V"^ "T ""= ^'"^ "^
a third congreli "0 be h^M K. '

'""" '""«'' '" '^fumc the aflair in"greis, to be held b, coramiflioners from the king and the
•T,„ ,h, p„.,„u, i, .pp..^ „«r™a„

' "•
'

"""
'Mm;i! itinc \\'At\ K«^. .n*.... 1 '.. .1 >

Vtl.. "'<!• fit I, year, of hi; rci;r„ as kinR-'of e',;.;
l-"'!,l.dul,, ,1„. .n, fur,cK„la,ing new buddings

;

"<i luMla„t,..l
J no o.hcr n.alc.i^l, than 1„ ck ..

-

»<.MC to be e>«ploy«! m, the wnll.. which in houfl.;
"ot i,.c«dmg two Horif, were to have- the Jenetl.of one bnck and a lulf in thcir thickncfs, and ill

catls of the «.„,do^VH of nu>,,s fhould bcVrcUed w h(tones or br.eks cut in the form of ^Uftl' V^orn.aj. of buUdn.g. and rcgnla.ity in'jhe (lr"e .

what funilar have lately h.cn renewed, and i , t"'e
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ftates, in the ptefence of certain depi^jfi^eii^pnji each company '; anoi, af-

ter long debates, they have at length CQnai«tpt.iie following co^dmUHis,

VIZ.

I) There ftiall be, from the date hereof, ati an>r>efty and ot)liyion Of

all offenoes and excefles committed in the Eaft-Indies by either party ;

and in confequence thereof, the prifoners, (hips, and merckindizd, of

both parties, fhall be freely delivered up and rertored.

II} * All the officers and fervants of both companies fliall afford all

poflible aid and friendlhip to each other, as between friends and neigh-

bours fo nearly allied ; and if any of either party fhall happen to be in

diftj,el« at lea, the people of the other party fhall afford them all poflible

fuccour.

Ill) • Commerce in the Eafl-Indies fhuU be abfolutely free for both

companies ; who may trade with and employ, on their refpedtive fepa-

vne accounts, fuch fund and capital as they fliall judge proper.

J^V),* For the common benefit of commerce in India, both compa-

:5!jiFx(jfhall endeavour to bring about a reduction of the duties there, as

»eli;ts of gifts imd prefents.

VJ "' The like endeavours fhall be ufed by both companies in India

to reduce the prices of merchandize there. And as to the fale of India

commodities in the countries of both the contrading parties, a certain

price fhftll be mutually agreed on, below" which neither ccn^any (hall

fell the fame.

VI) ' To prevent all jealoufies between the two companies, the com-

miflloners of both companies fhall fix a certain moderate price for the

purchafe of pepper at Bantam, and other places in Java-Major ; which

fhall be equally divided between the two companies.

VII) ' The Englifh Eaft-India company fhall freely enjoy the traflic

at Palicate ; and bear half the expenle of the fort and garrifon there.

VIII) ' In the Molucco ifles, Banda, and Amboyna, commerce fhall

be fo regulated by common confent, that the Englifli company fhall en-

joy the third part of it, both for import and export ; and the Dutch

company the other two thirds thereof.

IX) * And for this purpofe the fa<3ors of both companies fliall buy

the merchandize at the current prices there, and Qiall divide them by

lot, in due proportion, between both aimpanies.

X) * And as fo remote and fo important a commerce cannot be pro-

tedted without a rtrong power, 20 fliips of war fhall be furnifhed tor

that end. ten by each company, and each Ihip from 600 to 800 tons

burden, carrying 150 men, and 30 pieces of cannon each, befides other

needful ammunition j which cannon fliall carry balls of 8 to 1 8 pounds

weight *.

• This is th< firft inftance (at lead i.i the Foetkra) of fpccifjring tl>e number of gum aod weight

of their ihut, at well as the tounagc, wluch ia gur times coniiituie the rate of (hips of war*



A. D. 1619,

x;i)
m

^ ^ *Alfo the council of defence fhall coixfider of the number ofmim* frigates, and othei* lefler neceflary veffels, "'n^^OTff r,rfr m 3-^"

i?Vk
(o'""^'^<? gamfons in the Moluccos, Banda, and Amboy-

na, fljall be maintained by the impofitions on the produds of the faid
iflands, to be fettled by the common council of defence.

XIIJ) 'Fortheeftablifhment and prefervation of order, there feallbe ereaed a counal of defence, of each company four perfons : beSgthe principal officers of each company, who Ihall prefide in their tums^XIV) The council Oia 1 dired all matters relating to the common

XV) • Thev fhall alfo fettle the impofitions needful for the mainte*nance ofthe forts and garrifons. "0?.!^

^r^fX^i
'

V'u ^•P^°^«?f *^ll '•e'^ain in the places where f!attoiiedAnd (hall not be employed m carrying goods to Europe, or to the oSier

XVII) ' Yet, if the council of defence fhall permit il,' the 'faid fhinsof war may be employed fometimes from one place to another in

T

c^mplnie's
'°'''''^"'^ merchandize belonging to\heir refpedive

^ant'^rps'l^SencT"'
""' '^'°' '^ emergencies, employ the merch-

Sir ^J?;i?^^
' "^^ '°^« ^^^ expenfe, as well as the profit by captures

n, irt'^^ fJ'T °^ ^*''' ^^^ch "^ay be loft by tempefl &cfhall be made good by the company they belong to.

.1 "^^^^Tlu'
^^

'' ^^'^^£' '^^^ *^^ ^^^"^^"^^ of f^"^e forts, propofed bythe Lnghlh company, fhall be poftponed for two or thre^ yea,^ after

tTrmined!
''''"''''' '""^ ^""'''°'' ""^ '^'"^ '"" ^' "^°^" eonvenient'ly de'

XXV) ' The forts in the Moluccos, or elfewhere in India, acquiredby the joint forces of both companies, fhall be equally poffedfed andgarnfbned by both companies, or equally divided between them, as thecouncil of defence fhall dired.
'

^.•Jf^y^i^i
•^^''' '''''' companies fhall jointly endeavour to open a free

XXVII) 'T^elther company fhall foreflall or exclude the other ft^many part of the Ind.es, by fortifications, or by contracts hereafteJ to bemade
;
bur all t7>e cOtnmerce fhall be free and common to both comm-nies in every part ofthe Indies. P^

XXVIII) ' No ^rfi>,>. not free of either company, fhall enjoy the
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bcttcfit of this treaty, unlefs by the Confent of both corupanits. And
if any rubjca of the king, or of the ftntcs, ftuill hereafter invade the
privileges of either company, in th:it cafe both companies ihail jointly
and feparately oppofc all invaders of this trade, and all other companicrf
that nrwy hereafter be fet up during the term of this treaty. -a^

XXIX) ' In cafe of the death of the fed^ors, or other drfaflert 1»fep-

pening to either connpany, their property fhall be carefully prelerved by
the fadors of the other company for the proprietors.

XXX) ' This treaty fliall continue for tivenfy years; during vrhich,
any difpiues which cannot be determined by the council in hidia, or
by the companies in Europe, fhuU be fubmitted to his majefty and the
flates general, who will condefcend to fettle them.'
The king, in his ratification of the treaty, protnifes not to eret^ any

other India company during the term of it. [Feedera, V. \\u,p. 170.]
This famous treaty, or rather union, between thf' two companies, was

fcarcely fooner concluded than it was violated in its moft elfential points.
The Englifh and Dutch writers are fo diametrically oppofite in their
accounts of ihe tranfaclions which followed, that they agree in nothing
but mutual accufations, fo that it is apparently impoflible to difcover
the truth. But we may obferve, that if the two companies could have
preferved the harmony profefled in the treaty, they might probably till

now have remained fole nrafters of the entire commerce of Arabia, Per-
fia. India, and China, and have expelled not only the Portuguefe, but
every other European nation, from trading to thofe countries! How
juftly that could have been done, we do not pretend to fay. .?. ,.

The king appointed Sir John Ayre his minifter at the court of the
fultan Ofmin Han, at Conllantinople, to fettle friendfhip and com-
merce with Turkey, »nd to appoint the places of trade, and to nomi-
nate confuls. [Fadera, V. \\\\,p. 178.]

' About this lime tape ft ry work was firft brought into England by
* Sir Francis Crane, for the encouragement whereof King James gave
* L2000 for the building of a houfe at Mortlake,on the Thames, where
* Francis Clein .vus the firft defigner.' [Prejentjate of Expand, part lii,

p.():i,ed. 1 683.

J

Accoi dmg to the author of the Happy future ftate of England [/>. 78,
ed. 1689] the whole coinage of gold and filver in the mint at the tower
of London, between the years 1599 and 1619, was L.4,779,314 : 13 : 4.
The voyagers tell us, that in this year the Englifh, from Japan, at-

tempted to fettle a trade with China and Cochin China, though unfuc-
cefsfully. In the later country both the Enghfli and i)utch fittors were
mallacred ; becaufe, as was given out, the Dutch had a little before
burnt one of their towns. Letters from the Englifh finitory at Firar do,
in Japan, gave accouftts of a great perfecution of chrifiians in that
country i and they alio complaiued of the cruel treatment by the
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Ea^^rrot^^t^:^^^^^^^ the wa, to the
puny of merchants of St. MaS In Th» '^

l"'^'^'''"
«<" » ^^o*"-

we find they now lent Out three (h nsThftr^' ' "f'^'''''
^^ '^y^S^'^

ifland of SuUra. their aLirrats iet?.l'
'"."^ ^^^cheen, in Ihe

I'lace the French king's leTrL; \nd „ e^- n '? '^^ •"'"« of thai:

obftrudions from the Lg^^^ bm l^re In, ,fT'''" ^'''"P'^ined of
obflrudion being qyite inlj^ient rhVh^bS r^" > ^ ''''''} ^'^''
upon the whole, he feems to have made bn^1 I

^''^"^ '''^'^^
'

^'^''•

In this fame year the voyage vvri^JsteUnr^K".'^"'"^' ^"^^^^^ *

the principal ports of trad7in thTgreatrLd'of R
'^' '^"5\P"»d

dudtons being the bed camphire^T the" ?I/^'^^
«s chief pro-

nuific agaric, aloes, various gums wax mZ ''^'/'•^"''^"cenre. caflia,

per, honey, diamonds, gold-dSft bizoar fS;^V7^ ^''^"^'^''n. P^p-
fil-wood, &c. '

''^^oar-'tones, loadfton^s. iron, tin, bra-

o>.t of 64 rrj. only h'^^mfe f a^d twrmoTe 7^' *I"'"'T"'
''^^ ^ """'

Denmark. Yet in that country of rlJ™! j* ^°"'~ '''"'• ">'? '<>

found freft raftcrries under "he fnlr™"' P?'l*''^ '"'' ""^d, he
deer, hare,, wild fow" &c and »rj 7 '7''' '?'""'" '" "'^ rivers,

home man; tons: b"t tte nat1v« Lf^? '^'"Z
°^ "''''^'^ '«= brought

him. Thi.^™, „„ .,.eVo"rhe it rfnr"''',,"''''^"'"^"'^^

£ri-i;;-^.;mhnr^a5^^^^^

greatly lowe?e^'"ri,e"prics„f7S'''; ''•", "','''' *'«-'"'«« ta-i f"
tween India and TurkeTl.v ,h. i

.
merchandize, that the trade ue-

"P the •iv.r"^i^",^7alfoVMheRrdTr"- ''"' ^*'? ''"'""'" S"lf and
hy the gnmd f^nlor'/cutom w re ty ChZt ',"%=," ^

"""'-
ous Mr. Munn, in the vear ifi^r r^.ZvI .

'ellcned. • The ingeni-
EalWndia trad^

; wherein ie iiv£^l '^* ' '''''''! "^ ^"^°"^ ^^ the
di^e confumed annually in ChriSdom TTT' "^ ^'^^'^^'^ "^''''•^han-

charges till onboard. by^tJe old i-uyfc a^ '^"''
^.'T/

^°^' ^''^ ^»
by long fea

; whence, hrthrnksi 1 bet^'^';'
'"^ ^''^° ^^e new way

own Kaft-India commerce viz
" '^'' ^'""^ ^^^^^^ of our
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6,600^066 lb of pepper; 'VpeMb '^eto.febe^ 'V«^f
'45<j,6od ?b ckxWs, 4/9'per H)'^ i'«6,8^5 'd''^''

-^
'! 50,000 lb ma^e, 4/^ per lb ' 35 ,625 • o d"
'40o,006'lb t^Wttne^s; a/^'taifi*lb' 46,666 13 4

'
i j56,ocio lb hidigo. 4/4^per:ib ' ^S.R'lt «"8 ' •

«}to6o,ooo Jb ipaw 'fflk, I a/pit lb 600,000 d^«"

'ifi'^'d-6

((.•ifi,-Mt> /ic •» •

4yp '"^"flS6« 13 '4

•'•iA'-'2tti4ie 'if|''4

'

'fl/' 4DOi00o'"^'b

Li,465,doo o (8? "f^^* ^-511,458 '6 8...,••= • •
i

,-i.,^- .,1 . , J

., ,*>lliu$ (coiuinu«« Ml-. Munn) for a U«le above 4 third part of fhp
*,q3ripe of the wares (hipped from Turkey, we have thera fljipped fijom

i, India,? and adding one (ixth part more for the expenfe ol the voy-
*,,agfi homeward, beyond that of the Turkey one, the fajd wares by the
• Cape pfpood Hope will coft us but about half the price which they
• wiUppft from Turkey : befides, that the greater par* of the Eaftln-
• dia coft is paid to our own people, and centers at home \ a^ tlie

' freight, infurance, f^yjercargoesi, wages, much of the provifions,' &cf.

• Munn alfo etlimatei the annual importation coft onboard the Oiipi in India, and thofc they fell

oF the iWHo*»iiig India ga<«d«, wiih the prices ihey for in Enghtnd, th't

:

Cj/f n Uari tbtfiift In Ini/S;

i^itfoo lb pepper i^il '\ 'La6,04i 13
•,; ;,j«ijo,ccioll)elov«j>r/ jjiiK: 56*6 o

^, ijo.ocoib nutmejej^,.,. • t^oQ o' 5o,coolb macefrf .'' 1661S 13
3O0,ceo lb indigo i/z • 11,66613
107,140 lb China raw filk 7/ 37«^99 o
50,000 pieces calico 7/ 15,000 o

Licojooo o 9 n.t

Silling ftItn In SuglaiUl.

3/8 J^o8,33j 6 '8

(V* 45>o<K> <i n!M;i

f IJ.OOO ? f
^ 5*,cot)

'% J07,<4Q P .f».

lof i0,000 P

t .r

l404.»»3 i> a

And he confiders the whole of the great difer- gurea a compti>ratt*e Ti«w of *ht htynk pri«ei of
epcc, which oor.fifta of freight, duties, charges* them, whp gpt trwfi TAirkw <y.JUi<Von, befure

and profits, as clear gain to the nation. England imported any fronp India, luid the com-
Kc afterwards dbmatet the nnual confumption in«a pricClin kir Own'tiiAC/tlnit: '

«f (he foUuwii^ India goods in Egglandi and

: .'j. TIk hv^ ami-i ftiui.

pricCl'

I

•1. ,^400tCColb p4;i^er j/5
40,000 lb cloves 87
30,600 H) mace 9/^ '"

,(i l6o,oco ib mitnegs 4/6
_, 150,000 lb indigo 7/

- l,7o,oo<» ,iprp\
-

j |6,co9 ,9

9cod
36,000

;i> I.

o^fc-

ifontitl sdi

6606 O
' so,coo 6 o
37,090 o o

[!7.' nyj.'!

h ' a/6

.5/
: ! rl CtV Lio8,333 6 8L»83,5oo

The differenee of thefr fhmg is a faving in the yidferid* ma«l^ fn fixteen yeari, reckoning from the
txpenditwe of England in eonfequencci at lh« di- year 1605^ ««r< ioo gildera on Mnh ftiire of 100

;

reet importation from India. aiid th^ »^j»e, pr market-price of each (hare vas
It is proper to oblerve, that a review of the 230 gildtrs. [See the eatraift lu Purckiu^) Pil-

Dutch India trade was p«bK(hed about thi's fariie j*-(<i*»v £,.', /.ij.} • '
'"! '"

' •

tiifli, the author ot which ftates the return* fiom
, \ye muiV renMjwber that thia work w« written

Ihe year 1596 to 1601, all charges deduced, to by a nartaer of the Dutch qoipjipuy, wh9» like

It 150 torn of gold J and he procteds frckoning Mr. Motm, was" defiroiii df eiihibiting the affairs

the company's and tlie nation's profits by the of hij company in the moft advantageous ligtit.

trade, and all in tons of gold. The profiti or di- M. %



Jk<i}, daSatj. ^

could take off much morrnf «^r J ^l**"""^^ ^«""' ^e Ti^I ,

do at prefent • fothat moft5 ?! f?''"'^
^"^ manufaaunjs than thJ

be ftarted on the other fiS ^, Lu u u""!' ^" ^" oh edion ^y
fiderable a. -hat^14 we in pirtubf '^H

^^'^^^^^"^ ^« ^^ ^^"^
-yearly in .tlver tx> India ^"rJefi^l^^^^^

the reft of Europe, fend
confumption of tea from Ch?n^ ff«c»=»"y ^nce the vaft incrcafrofihe

nantinople Lcoo ooo Sterlino^ L ''"""^"y ^^"^ ^^^PP^ and Con-

the whole in moniy. Th^ he Va^^J"!^V,''
xnerchandizr, but ahtioft

export much bullL; but k iTirorrrf '^"""' "*^^ ^«''^^«^

this he thinks to be thrcife of n? p i-^^-^"^"^^ more:, and
which, however, lud onfy exLtedTo^? f /^J?!'?!^ '^^"^P^^y;
year 1601 to Tulv 1620 T^i^' • ^ "'^ ^""^ cftabliftment in the
might by Iicentrwihn,h/t\'S\l'^'"'*/^^^^ "^«^<^«^ ^heX
the feid nineteen years thTyharexnnltH^^^'''^

^720,000. And in
and other Enghfh'and foSgn ;aresrtr';e"vaTut^^^^

''"' '''''
on an average Li5,,8ci per annnm tt u^ °^. ^"^^2,286, being
thinks the trade to f^diarght^oTconrn'' '^ ^^''^' °"' ^"^^of
m good6. &c.. L480.000, ffi n^ordnro. T"^

'' "P^^'^^S ^"""^"X

ed m money, or its equivaW frnm^? 'r^°'
;:^''^^ ''' «"^«»- ''eceiv-

feilles, the 4therIao<^ i^'TbhhT^^^^^
Genp. Ughorn. Maf.

l^^ys. the French and VeneV ^ exlrr / "^

.f
"^ ^"^i^" ^^^-es^ He

m bullion., for ,d)e.purcMl otpXn raw fil['';l°

Turkey L6oo,ooo
warns m -part manifadurfe and export and ^ ^

"^^ ""^^'"'^ ^^^^^ «^'^^^-

parts of Eiirope
; from whLce thev kL V ' '^^ '^"7^^« ^«^^« ^^"

than tl^y bttbre expoVtedfo Turkev 1^ ''''^" .?"'^^ more l,ulli„n
that of our company's Uortation^nf K S

'"
H^°

"" Parallel cafe to
compj^ny'slate qJarrJls wi^K trDutch twd^e

%^"^^'^-^;That in the
pnfed and. taken bv them whirh hf /

' ^ "^ ''"^ ^'P'^ ^^ere fur-

Kt they had i^^^t^S^^^^'l^^'''!^^- tife, .op^i^.y

;

ertate; this trade ttnplovh^.^TJ^T.'^^^^^^^^^^

J.
."41.1;^ i. i. .,;, .,.( .,,lul,} i!^.,„iU jy.gl, ,. ....

'^ '
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(^i)l ivorrc, unlets we could Hkewifti fu][>pfrefi thfe conrnwrt^edbf art thiswlier
niations of Euroipte to India ; and efpecii^lly'ttiai: of the Diitch, to #liotW,

ia fiu:h cafe, we fliould be obligedtw pay ft!ch i>i'lce«'a8ithey fhould'

fle^Sp to, inipofe fdf their Indian wares;'' Ai Mr. Miinn*vras aft fMu
neu't rpirchant, and feans perfediy mafter^f his fiibjcdl, we' thmight'

fuch a bi^icf view of thft£aft-India trade ^that time would be (l^rittu*

^nd ac<;e5^table._
.''''. '''^.'' -."•.,-*'•' i-Mmo'M; lu .ii..'^(ii,H (('0 ., t;Jrv;.hi! ,.'•

l^]ti[l aif* the Rccoiints hitherto publifhed of our Eafl-Tndia coittttierde';

tlierc is np mention of cinnamon ; becaufe th?^ Portugtide beiiSg' WWl
ppffefled of the ille of Ceylon, where alone the beft is produced, that

fyice \wft5 to be had only from Lifbon.

i|^irig James, iii fome of his fpeeclu-s, and the people of England in

gejieral, ducly confidering the great advantages reaped by other Europ-
ean Rations from their filk manufadures, abaxrt this time teftified much
eivrnnftnefs 'for the propagation of filk worms, and of white mulberry
t^re^;S, for feeding the filk worms ; which however ha;, hithertd hot ftic-

ce<-'ded, perhaps owing to the coldnefs of our cUmate. But with rcfptifl:

ta ';hcnianufadl\ire of raw filk into broad filk fabrics, they btrgan about
this time to fet abput it in earned. For which end, one Mr. Burla-

mach, a merchant, by the diredion of the king, brought from beyond
^a filk-throwfters, filk-dyers, and broad-weavCrs ; and the manufa<fture

has in procefs of time proved fo extremely advantageous to the tiartion,

and is fo very confiderable in our days, as to be thought to employ no
fewer than at lead fifty thoufand people in all lis branches, and fome
think half as many more. Mr. Munn, in his treatift, fays, that even

then many hundreds of people were continually employed in winding,

twifting, and weaving filk in London. The anonymous author of an

ingenious pamphlet, in 410, publiflied in 1681 (mid to have been Sir

Jofiah Child), gives it as his opinion, that throughout Chriflendom, ge-

nerally fpeajcing, there are more mer and women erhployed in filk ma-
nufactures than in the woollen ; ri which we muft beg lea-^-e to differ

from him ; as alfo in another aflertion in that piece, viz. that the num-
ber of families already [i. e. 1681] employed therein in England
amounted to above 40,000. Neverthelefs, there are abundance of very

jult refledions in the pamphlet, which is entitled, ^ tr((itife,'ivbereiti is

diinonjlrate'^ that (he Eajl- India trade is the moji national of nil trades.

Kmg JauiL;. !>n.:\n (Honed certain phyficians, merchants, grocers, and

apothecan'."s,'to dti' 5t the ga;u]ing of the drug called tobacco, and to

fcparate iiic good tiom the unwholefome parts thereof. The king, iu

his commifllon, complains that the duty he had laid on tob:icco was not

well paid : and the commiffion was probably intended for the better

afcertaining that duty. [Fadera, V.Ti\n, p. IC)0'\
'

King James ifllied his proclamation, importing, that whereas Roger.

North, Efq_. and others, adventureisYor an intended phuitation and let



and lellraiiv the la.d plantatipn and voyage for a time ; and have tfieiie-upon ftra.ghtly command.d the faid l5onh and aflbciates for HhWS
[s : fTr'^^;-'^ f^^'^^"^"

^"^ ^^"^^^ ''^^^^^--^ »^« known- m^^2tWur held u iu hereby to make a pul.Uc declaration of ow, mMkeand difavowmem ot tm their rafli. undutiful, und infolcnt aUeSpV: "^do hereby revoke and difauuuU dl power, ^.uthority. and comSiition^Wach they n^ny pret.nd to derive from us. And we do fjereSSte
fl^rn^.u?'&. ''7f'°/"'^'

their fpecdy return home. witK U^f^rih ppi. g. &c. Mnd forthwith to nrefeiit t),, mfclves to fome of oiir privV-counal. And we do hereby llridly requ^.e. as well the goVelhSf Jsall other the partners and adventurers interefted as inembers' of the.•ompany and incorporation intended for that plantation TJ 1 othe'mcrd^ants. captains, mariners. &c. not to aid,aiet,or comfort, he faid

provinpns. &c. And our admirals, captains. &c. of aay of our .ub-jcas Oiii^, it they meet them at fea. orU hal-bour. (hall ^.tuck fdzeand fummon them to return home, and (liall brng them back and

tart her Qrdcr concerning them, [fcedcra, r. xvii, /;. 2 is 1bir Henry ^avill made a noble cftabUlhment for tw6 profeflbrs ofmaai^matics m tlie univerfuy of Oxford
; one of wluch was fbr ceomctry. and the other fur aaronomy : the falaries of eaci be ng Li 60Fr annum Both thcfc Uaiu-Ues Jf mathe^iatlcs are 'well kLn tob.^g^tly be;i.%ial, tH,j,:^^^,t:oi^.,and corimerce. \r<^r^M,.

lili\S James I is vniv^^rGUly, known to h^^ve had a mortal aVferfion t6tcWo^^of^itchwe l^ave the n.1Wing evidence in tlie.i^dt|w J?

,,V Whei-ea^ we.put of ihu diflike we had of the ufe of tota<^,ia; tend-
.

ng to a general and neyv corjumion both of mens bodies and ran^
• Sil^^nrn^Tf']*^'^^''^^^^^'^'"^

it of the two.' more Sc^S^
,

lut. the lame fliould be imported, amongft many other 'VihStle.nivi
iuperflu.ties which come fioii beyond feaf. than L ern itS o bf

ibtl of tin., iiuufia ttngd^mi and^^^s weJ^^vci^ti^eiiW Oui



$^^ AiD. f62o.

^/IP)<al confideretion, as wolt the? great wajfte an^ o^nruniptj^i^ftf^he
;..wealth of our kingdoms, as the -endangering and impftiring th«
*'-heaJth of our fubje^s; by the immoderate liberty and abufe of tybac-
* CO, being a weed of no neceOary ufe,rand but of lat^ years brojight

1, into our dominions; we therefor ftridlly charge and command, that
. Qux proclamation of December lait, reftraining. the planting of tobacr
* CO, be obferved.* [That proclamation is not in the Fcedera, but the
otSavo hiftory of Virginia has given us its fubftance j via. * that the
*ipeopk of Virginia growing numerous, they made fo much tobacco as

-foverftocfced the maricet ; wherefor the king, out of pity to the coim-
V try, commanded that the planters fhould not make above one hun-
J .4red weight of tobacco per man : for the marker was to low that he
V'' could not afford to -give tlwm above three {hillings the pouf d for it.

^-The king advifed them rather to turn their fpare tim.' towards pro-
i-^viding rorn and ftock, and towards the making of potafli, or other
* manufaiSures.'} This king Iwd alTumed the pre-emption of all to-

bacco imported, which he again fold out at much higt er prices. This
tecord continues, ' and that no perlbn or perlons, oti»er than fuch as

*ifliaH be authorifed by our letters-patents, do import into England any
* tobacco from beyond fea, upon pain of forfeiting the laid tobacco,
' and fuch farther penalties as we fhall judge proper to inflid. And, to
* prevent frauds, all tobacco (hall be ma,rked or fealed that ihall hence-
* forth be imported.* [Foedera, V. xvii, p. 233.]
Some light is thrown upon the diversions and amufements of Lon-

don and its vicinity, and the general cuftoms of the age. by a grant
from King James to Clement Cottrell, Efq. groom-porttr of the houfe-
hold, to licence a limited number of places, for the uie of cards, dice,
Ijowlingt-allies, tennis-courts, and fuch Uke diverfions ; viz. within Lon-
don and Weftminfter, and the fuburbs of the fame, 24 bowling-allies

;

in Southwark, 4 ; in St. Catherine's, i ; in the towns of Lambeth and
South-Lambethj a ; in Shoreditch, i ; and in every other bucgh, town,
village, or hamlet, within two miles of the cities of London and Well-
minfter, one bowling-alley. Alio within the iaid cities of London and
"W'oftminfter, and within two miles thereof, 14 tennis-courts. And to

kieep play at dice and cards, 40 taverns or ordinaries within the faid li-

mits/* for the honeft and reafonable recreanon of good and civill
* people, whoe, for their quallitie and abilitic, may lawfully ufe the

'4«''^ts of bowling, tennis, dice, cardes, tables, nineholes, or any other
' game hereafter to be invented.' [/'tf^/f/a, jK xvii,^.2_g6.]

_'•, The pirates of the Barbary flaores having at this time greatly diftwrb-

ed ;the coianaerce of England, the king ordered SirRn^bert MaunfelJ^
ture-admiral of Englandi to fail with certain (hips of the king'$, jointly

vnsd\ other ibips of his fubjeds, to dcilroy the pirat«s. [foedera, V, xviij

/.. 245.J I,,-..;,...;
, ,, , >.

. .: ., .,., ,, ,^j. ,,, ,
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King €htr(fe«n IV ofD^^m^th forTh« fuccour of ttX^ftcfor which h^ wm- to t»ay the «fi«l: and Jegul iutareft ofCrS ^^Jng r2,Coo dolla^ yearly. [F^dera, r.^i, p. «„.].. . ! ^.m^ ^03^

It IS here t6 !be noted, that the mte of LJ^ahr^x^linZ^nd

King James, m his commiffion to Sir Tahn MewicK, to be his ambifu
.' . L^'p^'i?-'' ^u''* -^

^"^^"' ^^^'^^^ ' *hat whereas ourS^
trading to Ruffia, by virtue of treaties, have long enjoyed fundrypr!vi^ges and immunities there, which now. by occafion ofX^ Ltetr6ubles happemng in that fete, have receiv/d fome interruptic^and the faid great duke and lord of Ruffia having, by J^h^^Zeembaffage to us. moved to u« a continuance of amif;. l^ fZe^fcthings concerning ou. welfare : For renewing the league and^it^ be-ween him and us and the privileges of our fubjeas in his domi2^<«sand likewne for the re-demanding of a great fum of money, ^whiohi
his requeft we were pleafed to. furnifli. him withal, we ha.« confb^ut^
Sir John Merrick.' &c. And in the fame year he^ve the likeTiS
^r^^r;;::^^' ^^^^' '- ^^-^-—

^ - ^^^^

..-'!!^aT '^'^''T ^^ ^"5^1? oomponj. tmding to the Eaft-Indies ob-tamed leave of the king of Golconda to fettle at Madra^patan, on Zcoaft of Goromandel where they were permitted to build the fort call!ed St. George
; which has ever fmcc been the company's general fado-ry for the.r trade to. all parts eaft of Cape Gomorm. The pr ,i^S^ftaple wares there, are calicoes of various kinds, and muOins ; ahShthey hkewife trade m ail other Indian merchandize, and to all pari

il^^"^"
(««^they conjrffonly call that, place) and the adjacent vilLg«;

the company has been favd to have 100,000 perfons fubjed to thfmfrom whom they receive confiderable fums in duties and cuftoms. FortSGeorge, however is far from being a-happy iituation. bemg lituated ona barren foil, anda^tempeftuous Ihore, liaving no kind of harbour n^even a convenient landing-place for boats : it has no frefh water n^r^'than a mile d.ftant
; yet the company find their conveniency in it mother refpeds. efpecally as to their trade in diamonds, mufli^ chLxZ&c and in putnng off their European wares moft in rcqueft there vizftockmgs, haberdaftery. gold and lilver-lace, looking-glaL, and d^ink^mg-glanes. lead, wines, cyder, cheefe, hats. Huffs, ribands, &c,

rhe Danes having reforted to Eaft-India ever fince the.year 1 61x2and having ereded a company fof that commerce, now formed afcheme for polfeif^ng themfelves of the cmnumon trade at Ceylon andfor that end l^nt out five ftip., efcorted by two men of war?W thlPortuguefe there obliged them to return home unfuccefsfuL
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^ And for ^rfltenting the Hollanders from fettling eflfe<aually,a8, they

imagined, on Ceybn, on which they had for fome years caft a longing

eye (having in 1612 made a treaty for that end with the king of Cey-

lon), the Portuguefe at "-his time increafed the number and ftrength of

thehr' f'^rts along the coafts of that ifland, whereby they fo much
hertWtted -in the king of that country, that without their permiflion he

could not hold correlpondence with any foreign nation : of which vio-

lence they afterwards found the bad eflfeds themfelves.

Our voyage-writers give accounts of fundry abortive attempts to

make fettlements in the country fmce called New-England ; as, firft, at

the charge of the lord chief-juftice Popham, Sir Ferdinando Gorges,

and others, in the year 1606, who had obtained of King James a grant,

enabling them to plant between the degrees of 38 and 45 north lati-

tude ; and a fecond time in 1608. Another in 161 1, a fourth in 161 2,

a fifth in 16 15 by the Virginia company, a fixth in 161 6, and alfo

again in 161 8 and 161 9: though indeed fome of them were rather

trading voyages for fiih, train-oil, and furs, than actual attempts for

planting. They, however, made many occafional difcoveries and fur-

veys of rivers, bav-, &c. preparatory to fuch a plantation. At firft, it

was called by foriie of the old geographers Norumbega, or more pro-

perly North-Virginia. But the firft permanent plantation, which re-

mains to this time, was not made till this year, at a place named Ply-

mouth, in New-England ; after having gained over fome of the fachems

or chiefs of the Indians, and difpolfefled others of them, who made op-

pofition thereto. And Captain John Smith, having furveyed the in-

land country, and prefented a map of it to Charles prince of Wales, the

prince gave the country the name of New-England.

This year four of the Englifti Eaft-India fhips, outward bound, made
folemn publication in Saldania bay, near the Cape of Good Hope, of the

pofleflion of the adjacent country for King James, and erected a mount

in token of it. They thence failed to India, where they fought fuccels-

fully with the Pertuguefe fleet, and took feveral prizes. They likewife

took fome of the mogul's own ftiips called junks, and fome of the king

of Decan's likewife, who had ufed our people ill ; and they returned

home in 1622.

Giles Hobbs, one cf our Ruflia company's fadors, made a journey

from Mofcow to Ifpahan, by the way of Aftracan, and acrofs the Cas-

pian fea, as the company's agents had done in Qiieen Elizabeth's time.

In his letter he gives an account of a great trade for raw filk at fundry

ports on the Calpian fea ; and infinuates how eafily the company might

carry on that filk trade, by tranlporting it to RulTia. He fays, that at

Aftracan the Perfian veflels bring in their dyed filks, calicoes, and Per-

fian fluffs ; and, in return, carry home cloth, fables, martens, red leather,

and old Rufiia money : but that the Turks, Arabs, Armenians, and
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Portuguefe, were feverally plottJJng againft our Periian trade The Pnr

TheRuffia and Eaft-India companies having (as related under ^1,^year 1619) laid down their whale fifhery, four mem^rof the R„m.company now fent out feven fhips to SpitzberRcn rtSL 1^
account

;
but they proved unfuccefsful.^ ^ '

'' """^ P"^^*
1 62 1.—In the next year they fent the fame number of fhios thither

to thele, mention is made of the quantity of oil broueht home • h,,tnot the leaft mention of whalebone ir Hns.^ They fucceeded vefv bad^vm^T632
;
but in 1623. the laft year of their union they h^^^^^cefs; though they were not able to drive the Dutch aUf wK^/i

1.J^^^'a-r >^^^^^^ Spain and Holland expiring this year the laterbegan hoftihties, by taking the town and port of St. SaUdor in Braf
1

'

"
Tre EnTliSrrrt"T?S ^'^y ^^^'^ ^'--^ Spanrflrftt

'

Ihe EnghOi at the Banda ifles were fo ill fupported bv their fr.Vn.ic
at Bantam, that the Hollanders, colleding all thdrXce attaCked^^^^h^^^in the feveral iflands, feizing on their forts. artiUery an/otlSel

This IS our Lnghfh company's account.
^

ecemng all their fpices at ftated prices : but that aheVw"rds^he B ,n

l«.pl.- ..f Band., had ,e-admi„ed (on,, Por",^;™ e'totnd ',
e""' ^^'lmmmmm
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Dutch met with much difficulty in fubduing the Bandaaiefe, which at

laft was efteded ; and they were obliged to acknowlcge the ftates-gerxe~

ral for their fovereigns, as l^efore memioned.
The EtigHfh company replied to this, by recriminations, 8tc. Cer-

tainly at this diftance of time it is by no means likely we (hould be able

to clear up the truth ; neither is it indeed worth our while to attempt iu

The judicious Mr. Munn [Difcourfe of Trade from England to Eaft-

India, p. 17] fays, * that of all Europe this nation drove the moft pro-
' fitable trade to Turkey, by reafon of the vaft quantities of broad clotl\

* tin, &c. which we exported thither; enough to purcliafe all the wares
* we wanted in Turkey ; and in particular 300 grea'. bales of Perfian raw
' filk yearly : whereas a balance in money is paid by tlie other nations
' trading thither. Marfeilles fends yearly to Aleppo and Alexandria at

' leaft 1.500,000 Sterling, and little or no wares *. Venice fends about
' L4oo,ooo Sterling yearly in money, and a great value in wares be-
'

fide. The Low Countries fend about L50,ooo, and but little wares.

* And Meffina L35,ooo in ready money. Befides great quantities of
' gold and dollars from Germany, Poland, Hungary, &c. And all thefe

* nations take of the Turks, in return, great quantities of camblets,
' grograms, raw filk, cotton wool and yarn, gallc, flax, hemp, rice, hides,

* {heeps wool, wax, com,' &c.

What a fine account have we here of the Englifh trade to Turkey, in

thofe days, and how different from the prcfent time, when the French

fo much go beyond us therein, and the Dutch have fo much improved

their own manufadtures fent thither ? We would, however, hope that

o ir trade thither is ftill profitable to us ; at leaft, it is become now ab-

f« utely necefl^iiry tor our filk manufadure f , and for its drugs, dyeing

1' sfFs, &c. for our other manufadtures.

A very impolitic and unjuftifiable perfecution of the puritans or pro-

teftant diflenters at this time brought on the eflfedtual fettlement of New-
England, much fooner and completer than otherwife could have been

effcded. Robinfon, a Brownifi minifter, and his congregation, had re-

tired into Holland, to avoid the perfecution of the high commiflion

courts, and other fpiritual judicatures ; but, not liking their refidence

there, they fixed their thoughts on a fettlement in that new colony,

which they reafonr^bly hoped might alio prove an afylum for all other

perfecuted protellants. Among thofe adventurers there were fuudry

gentlemen of good families, who, upon the fame motives, fold their

eftates in England, to enable them to iettle in America ; fuch as William

Bradford, Efq. of Yorkihire ; Captain Standifli of Lancafiiire ; Eaward

Winflow, Efq. of Worcefterfliire, &c. Sir Robert Naunton, one of the

• France had not then entered into the woollen territories in India has now rendered this country

maniifaAure. in a great meafiire independent of the Turkifli do<

\ The impon»lion filk from the Britilb minion* for the fupply of that rjw mattrial. M
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people from EnXnd theLbv 'fn'
,''

'
"^
u"""*

''™"'''
''"PP'''^'

<"'

needle, &c wirh the Inrf^Inc ;•
'' ^^angmg knives, fc,ffars,

which .h^fcrhoS: to"E;,7and: rv";:rei*,fsin fi?e
""" *'"•

.n England by .he fpTrtoalcoum' ttatr™Xrof'';h ""'""'I

poflibly have remaineno tSs day th^ weS "InT , ?'^'T^/'
'^^'^^^

the Indians and the French of CanTdaThr
'°'^ ^l^^e'^^-^leis agaihft

patents of tJie Plymouth cnnt,^f*
T*^"!%^^^'-';Omers obtained two

called the London adventvSs wh^in tt T'" Z'"" ^^ ^'^°^«

for the Maflachuiet's coCr^^l'oo'^^^^^^ ^^P^
perions of conOderable fafhion • who rnTl^^ r^

whom were
chofe to fettle in that wilckmefs • Ind vet to H -l^^^'^Tn^" ^' ^^"''^^'

tl)ey were fcarcely warmt that ah 1urn hJ ^'^'^'^^ '"P'°«^'^^'
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teD)6jiy fe at thl*<lay the nmblfeft of allour North American continental

p»oi4iiO€*l'i\CttdV by their late agent >Mr. Dummer's account fin his De-
ftiK:d'oftb€'NeJ»^ngbind charters) they take off" from Great Britain to

the'Tdhie. of'L^ioo,000 annually inl Britiih produd and manufadures

;

and by this time, very probably, our exports thither inay be conlider-

'dfei^j^'ittcveaied^ atnl wjHmore efpecially greatly increafe by our poflef-

fiow of the vftft country of Canada, and in confequence thereof, by our

cbltHV^'s frecidom from the alarms and encroachments of the French be-

Mndrbem/
^^The Viriglnia company went on fendiiig fupplies of people and ne-

fcbflarkS'ihitlier from time to time, and now they fent no fewer than

^lijCij) |!>eirfcM.' Laws began to be regularly enaded, and the country

laid out '1a |skhCatiions : churches were built ; and the face of a well re-

gH4liW*d colony began to appear. Yet, in this fame year, in time of pro-

folih4>peftce,» ttJe Indian natives had contrived a general mafllicre, and

put1tp»rtJy in execution, by murdering near 400 of the Engliih; which

bftrbftritywas fufficiently revenged next year; after which the colony

jfdCotir^ilfelf^ and the king fent thither (lores of artillery and arn-

mbnitiKmiiromtlTe tower of London.
^'PetitionR were prieCented to parliament againft monopolies and pro-

jeds,' particularly againft the patents for licencing inns and public-houfcs.

•J-i-For ^eiftJle making of ^Id and filves lace; a grievance the more in-

tdlerablo;: as the patentees, Sir Giles Mompeflbn, &c. made it (fays

WilfonYof copper and othep fophifticated materials.—For hcencingpsd-

lars and petty cbapmen.-i—For the fole drefling of arms.—For the fole

making of play ing^ cards, and tobacco pipes.—The fole exportation of

lifts and (hreds, &c.

At the expiration of the truce between Spain and Holland, the later,

thisiyear, ecedted a Weft-India company; who, by patent, were em-
poweted to form colonies, ered forts, and make alliances^ on the con-

tinent and iflands of America. Their firft capital ftock was 7,200,000

guilderfs, This company began with two moft towering projeds, both

which mifcarried, viz. 1 ft, to drive the Portuguefe out ofB; <il; and, 2dly,

to attack Peru.

af'Spnin being unable to crulh the Algerines, who at this time were for-

midable in ftiipping, and greatly infefted the Spanifh coafts, Count Gon-
demar, ambadlidor from Spain to King James, found means to cajole

him into an undertaking for that purpofe, having before gained the lord

admiral (the earl of Nottingham) and next the duke of Buckingham,

his fuccellbr. They flattered that king with the mighty glory of fuch

a conqueft, and the benefits which the taking of that piratical place

tvbuld bring to the comn-ierce of England. Sir Robert Maunfell was

therefor fent out with four Ihips, of 40 cannon each ; i of 36, i of 34,

It of 20, and I of l8, all brafs cannon (fays Sir William Monfon, in
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deftroyinB the mntn tI ^ l
*'°"'™) '™y '"ft Ihfr opportunity of

in his Naval hiftr/y obfLvi?i3,,
'"'P'''"*?tle. And Mr B„,Vhet,

back was {c[,X'u,:^t:r.:to^:Tr?::rJ:' r. "'''• '"',»^^''
(hips of ours, and'infefted theSpanift cS ^i^'h*:'^ ?u?v f?"^

**""
wherefor (adds Sir William Mnnfe„l .fu*??., 'J' '"»""=':
which lie oppofuetoXim f^rSn

'"^ '''"'^.''"fli"! coimtrie.

• vail in their fundryatimS 1^^ h Th ^P'"") "'"W -"er pre-

;

nity, and their ha'lin^t^coS!„ ^^ to eSbl"d f^fc^r.™'"

%lif.rt[h::^a^£"Sf-«^^^^^^^^^
c/with the iUI"„; arbln: 'we'reTv^ror/*' ""'

T^"'""'"-crliirs keeping ™ace with «, ,1^?S^ ^ V
'"""""ee. from thofc

And our poffiliio'n o"cS^ral,ar Sou7nZ %"" */""" """°-"-
wiil probably be ever fufficiau 'to k^p° , o'^^'^f l.rirrs'^sr/'';''"''and iripoh, m conltonttme of us.

° '
"'"' ^™"'

u^it^; rPrft7r'J'';ea^Sh'"ofrid^''^:-'r' '•^ ^"-
and filver lace on tlieir cloth/, nJf i

''*^*V°^««W or filver, nor gold

except noblemen Srl^ 'and rhTi r''* ^"''f ' 7 ^^^^ ^^^^ «"«"«>

on the ream, and ed;,s, with beQ and tj U^'f " J*"'" '^« "^ ''«'

and the ftid iilk ainS m ll „
''albands embroidered with filk;

except upon aVtJ^fctff rv Forgtrd'„r,kTbre h"
""*

"l''*'

.... .n.,i.es L ..JbrhU'!°;;:rrr r„r':ft;s
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was not to be altered. Servants to have no filk on their clothes, ex-

cepting buttons and garters ; and to wear only cloth, fuftians, and can-
vas, and ftuffs of Scottifti manufacture. Hufbandmen and labourers of
the ground to wear none but gray, blue, white, and ielf-black cloth of
Scott ifh manufad^ure. Neither wet nor dry confedtions were to be ufed
at weddings, chriftenings, nor feafts, except they be made of Scottifh

fruits. Alfo no clothes fhall be gilded with gold. [Jd 25 of 23 pari.

Ja. VI.] This is probably the laft fumptuary law that ever will be made
ni Great Britain. Such reftraints do not fo well fuit a free, and more
clpecially a commercial, countiy, wherein certain private follies and ex-

travagances prove often national advantages.

This year Sir William Alexander, fecretary of ftate for Scotland, (af-

terwards created earl of Stirling) obtained from King James a grant of
,1 dirtridt in America, between the 42d and 46th degrees of north lati-

tude, to which the king had given the name of Nova Scotia, to be held

of the crown of Scotland: and in the year following, he and his part-

ners fent Out a number of people from Scotland with an intent to fettle

thefe. It feeras Sir Fcrdinando Gorges, who then had the direction of
the New-England colonies, had advifed Sir William to this undertaking.

But the Scottifli embarkation went no farther that year than New-
foundland, where they wintered : and next year (1623) they did no
liiore than furvey the coafts of Nova Scotia *, and returned home with-

out forming any fettlement.

The exclufive jurifdidion on the river Elbe, claimed by Hamburgh,
induced Kirg Chriftem IV of Denmark, to place fome (hips of war in

that river : yet the emperor, having granted a charter to that city con-

firming their claim, the court of Denmark eredled a toU-houfe at Gluck-
lladt, where, by way of reprifal, they made all Hamburgh fliipspay the

toll. This brought on open hoftilities, whereby that city was a great

iafFerer; and was, in the end, obliged to fubmit to King Chriftiern, to

pay him i,i20,oco livres, and to drop their pretenlions.

A treaty of hereditary league was concluded between James I, king

of Great Britain, and his brother-in-law Chriftiern IV, king of Den-
mark ; the commercial and nautical articles of which are the follow-

ing:
.-^-';^' >-H 'Mi j^.

Article IV) In cafe either prince be invaded, the other (hall fupply

him with eight (hips of war, four of which to be of 1 50 or 200 tons (' Inf-

tarum nauticarum^), and to have 150 or 200 men, with 20 cannon in

I; '•''Tlicy^avc the name of Ntiva Cakthnia to the

(jtnuirula on the fouth-tail lido of the bay of Fun-

ily, and that of h\va /ll:xandiia to the northern

part. £fffylin'i Cnfmognipby, p. 1024.] As an

afliftance to Sir VViiliam Alexander in the feltle-

iiicnt of his colony, King James gave him a Scot-

tifh patent for advancing a number of gentlemen

to the hereditary digr.ity of baiontts of Xovu Si 7'

tin, which, liowcver, was not perfciHed till the year

1625. A<'*1 fo fooQ as that year the nanKs of

Nova Caledonia and Nova Alexandria fccni to

have been fotfjotten ; at leaft they are not once

iiitntioiied in the vtiy prolix charter of King
Charles I in that year to .Sir Robert Gordon,

the fad of ilje baronets of * the kin^jdom and do.

n>inioji of Nova Scotia. AJ.
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XV) For (hips wrecked in either coviury liberty is eraateA t^ r«

mam,e„a„cc„four™vya„dn.ippf„g,apri,cTpaTreS^ofL^^^^

JZtVTr "•"" """^ '^' '''"'"°» of ^11 innholclerTSier"cooks, alehoufe-keepers. taverners, &c who M' viA.,^
""'»"=">

And L^H^^ '' '°
^'f ^""'y ^°' ^° ^^11 flefl^-n^eat in lent &cAnd he ftndly conimands that none, of what quuUty foever Oiu 1 etrflelh in lent, or on fifli-days. without a Ucence f/om the Jfl^n If thediocefe, or other perfons inipowered to licence: and the l^e rSlefihaH

lig^i. m"";°"
''"'"'"^' '"«"''" "'"^ '"^ '»""»"= ^forXt:

cution. And our will is. that fuch ftrangers .s ufe the ^r.J. ? """

SSS/5:^t^'^li-'of7,aP'-^^^^^^^
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under our' hand we (hall dired, or as our commiflloners (ball fet down
under their hands ; that fo it may appear that they enjoy this freedom,
not by right, but of our mere grace and favour. Alfo that no ftranger-

bom, or born in England of parents-ftrangers, who have not fervcd an
appreaticeihip of at leaft feven years, (hall hereafter fell any wares by
retail, but only in grofs ; nor fiiall fell even in grofs at fairs or mar-
kets, or out of the city or town where they dwell. And that fuch ftran-

gers, at prefent fettled with their families in England, and who ufe any
manual trade, or the making of our new draperies *, and who defirc to

continue here, may quietly fo do, provided they put themfelves under
our royal protedion; and whereas by the laN^ of this realm they
ought not to work at all or ufe fuch trades, but, as fervants to the

Englifti, they {hall now inrol themfelves as fervants to ourfelves,

our heirs, and fucceflbrs ; whereby they may by law be freed and dif-

charged from the danger and penalty of our laws. Yet, for the encou-
ragement of all ftrangers to bring new and profitable trades and manu-
factures into ufe here, every fuch ftranger inftruding any of our na-
tural-bom fubjeds therein, may ufe fuch trade for the fpace of ten years:

but they (hall not at any one time keep above two foreign journeymen,
nor retain any apprentice but by indenture for feven years. Yet our
will is, that fuch of the French nation, who, by reafon of the late trou-

bles in that kingdom, have taken refuge here, (hall be (hewn fuch h-
vour, beyond the proportion of other (Irangers, as our commi(Soners
(hail think fit ; if within a convenient time after thofe troubles (hall be
overblown, they (hall return into their own country again. [Ftedera, V,

xvii,/). 37a.]

This commiflion was immediately followed by a proclamation agaiift

the exportation of any gold or filver, either in coin or plate, jewels,

goldfmiths work, bullion, or other mafs. And ' for avoiding of all un-
' neceflary confumption of (ilver and gold within this realm, much
* pradiied of late by fome goldfmiths and re(iners, and by the manu-
' fadurers of gold and (ilver thread, no finer of gold and filver, nor
' parter thereof by fire or water, (hall allay any fine filver or gold,
* nor fell the fame to any but to the mint and to goldfmiths. And all

' gold and filver thread is hereby prohibited to be made in this realm,
' of what kind foever : nor (hall any perfou either buy or fell any fuch
' gold and filver thread made in .his realm. \Fadtra, V. xvii, p. 376.J
Had the king abfolutely prohibited the importation and ufe of that

manufadure in England, there would have been fome more confiftcncy

in his condud. Probably his aim was to increafe his revenue by the

cuftom on imported gold and lilver thread, though to the ruin of fo

many of his own people : befides, goldfmiths work and jewels are as

•This exemption was in favour of the Walloons, evidently to col'.cd't a tax fiom foreign merchanta

who had iritiodiiced tht. new draper)- in t!ic preccd- and workmen ; a uicafiirc equ..l!j arbitrary and im-

iiig reijjn. But the chief objcit of the cjmn.ilhon was politic in a cummcrcial countrj'.
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V) Whether, by any of the orders, reftrictions, &c. of the company
of merchant-adventurers of England, the prices of woollen cloth are too
highly raifed beyond fea ?

VI) How far companies or focieties of merchants may, or may not
be, a cramp on trade, as many do allege ? And how far joint-ftock

companies are beneucial or otherwife ?

VII) How to remedy the prefent unufual fcarcity of money?
VIII) To inquire whether the balance of trade in general be not

apainft our nation, by the imports of merchandize exceeding our ex-

ports ; and how to remedy fuch an evil ? Alfo to confider the gain or
Ms that comes to our kingdom by the courfe of exchange now uied by
our merchants.

IX) How we may improve our native commodities to the beft ad-
vantage.

X) To avoid vain and unprofitable returns (i. e. imports) of the com-
modities of foreign countries in fuperfluities.

XI) For the better increafe of the wealth of the kingdom, and of the

importation of coin and bullion from foreign parts, we would have you
to confider what native commodities of this kingdom are of that necef-

fary ufefulnefs to our neighbour nations that they may fitly return home
a proportion of coin and bullion for a fupply of treafure.

XII) And, above other things, ferioufly and carefully confider by
•what good means our navy and the (hipping of this kingdom may be
beft maintained and enlarged, and mariners bred up and increafed.

And to this end, we require you to take into your mature confider-

ation and judgements thefe things following, which ourfelves conceive to

be very good means to attain the end we efpecially aim at, as afore-

faid, viz.

F"irft, and principally, that the herring fifhery upon the feas and coafts

appertaining to our own realms may be undertaken by our people for

the common good : for the encouragement whereof we ftiall be always

ready to yield our beft afliftance.

And to the end that tl ftiipping of other nations may not be em-
ployed for importing foreign commodities whilft our own fhipping want
employment, confider how our laws now ftand in force for prohibiting

merchandize to be imported in foreign bottoms.

And farther, advife if it be not bthoveful to put in execution th^ laws

ftill in force, which enjoin merchant-ftrangers (as well denizens as aot

denizens) to employ the proceeds of the merchandize they import on
the native commodities of this retilin, to be exported by th: m.
And becaufe our merchants trading into the Eaftlaud couutrits (i. e.

all the fouth fiiores of the Baltic fea) v.'ere wont to make good returns

by corn, which they have negledted of late, to their own hurt and the

hurt of the kingdom, confider how to give them encouragement, fo as
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we have not been able to prevent it efFedually, even to tliis day, not-
withftanding the feveral much fevercr laws made againft that pernicious
pradice lince thofe times. As for the query in article ift, why the
price of wool is fallen? tha. is anfwered already by the king's com-
plaint in hie preamble, that our cloth is not fo much demanded beyond
fea as formerly : and furely the importing and ufing of Irifli and Scot-
tifh wml was not likely to make it rile in price ! What relates to dying
fluffs in article 4th feems a groundlefs, or at leaft a trifling, complaint

;

and to the third we need fay nothing. As for the 6th, we have in the
feries of our work iufficiently enlarged on companies, with and without
joint flocks, and more efpecially on our Eafl-India company, whofe ad-
vocates in thole times (as we have feen) feem to us fufficiently to have
anfwered the main objedions of their enemies ; which is all that needs
to be faid by way of anfwer to that article. The 9th, icth, i ith, and
1 2th articles require no particular remark. The king's defire to revive

the obfoiete and impradicable law concerning merchant-flrangers lay-

ing out all their money on our own meichandize was injudicious: but
our importing all our hemp and flax rough is very right ; and is fince his

time almoll always pradifed. In all our refearches wo could never
come at the report made by thofe cooamiflioners to the privy-council *.

The general balance of the commerce of Kngland for the year ending
at Chriflmas 1622, as exhibited by Mr, Miffcldcn, \_Cinle of cotumtrce,

p. 121, ed. \(S22>\ W'^s as follows.
' The total amount of exportations (including therein the cuflom at

' 5 per cent on fuch goods as pay poundage, the im])olls on bays, tin,
' lead, and pewter, and the merchant's profit of 1 5 per cent, together
' with freight and petty charges) was - 1^2,320,436 12 10

* The total imports, (including 1^91,059 : 1 1 : 7 cuf-
' toms, and Li 00,oco for fine run goods, &c.) 2,619,315 o

' Balance lofl to England t' - year by foreign com-
• merce > - . 298,878 7 2'

This accurate author gives us alfo the total amount of the cuflom^
of England, outward and inward, for the year 1622, viz. Li 68,222
15/11 t-

De Witt (in his Intereft of Holland) acquaints us, that the Dutch,
for preventing diflurbance in their whale fifhery, now ereded an exclu-

• As the ki'nj; exprcffts liis inttfntion that thrs

fliould be a ilamiiiig coniniiffion, [fee p. 41 1, col.

l3 It may be coiilidercd as the lirlt iiidiir.tnts of

the board of trade. M.
\ The rule ti»r computing the amount of the

exp< rts and imports was tl.(.n to multiply the cuf-

ronis paid on citlier by twenty ; which mud have

been very inaccurate, as probably every method
will ever prove wliereby any one may pretend to

afccrtain the cxn// 'balance ofthe national cdinn-.ercr.

As the cuitotns oi P.nglaud in the year 161 3, (a'-

ready infeitcd, alio from IMinclJtn) wire I.io,l47
under the colltdtion of this year, it was certainly

not on a comparifoji of lliofe two yeari that Kinff

Jatr.cs, in the prcan.bic to hit co r.niiilion of in-

quiry, foun ' d hid con plaint of th: d»;cay of hj.

cuHoms.
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panics, that the Dutch fhould have two thirds, and the Englifli company
one third part of its cloves, it being almoft the only ifland producing
that fort of fpice. But at the clofe of this year our people vren' driven
from this ifland in a moft tragical manner. Whether Captain Tower-
fon, and the reft of our fadory there, had really formed a confpiracy,
as the Dutcli allege, to feize the caftle, and to expell the Dutch from
the ifland, does not at all appear certain from the evidences produced.
And even granting that it had been plainly made out, yet their barba-
rous racking and tormenting our people to extort a confeflion of it, was
moft inhuman, and rather argued a fettled defign to get 1 id of theEng-
lifli at any rate ! It is, however, a moft difagreeable fubjed to dwell
on ; let it therefor fuffice briefly to obferve, that ten of our people loft

their lives thereby, and the reft were fent away to the next Knglifti fet-

tlement. So the Dutch had now the fole pofl;'cirinn of all the fpice
iflunds. Our company made heavy and juft complainrs of that barbari-
ty, yet no violence was offered to the Dutch company on that account,
nor any reparation made to our company till the year 1654.

In an agreement between King James and two contradors for victual-
ling the royal navy, we fee the kind of provifions allowed to the failors,

viz.

Every man's dayly allowance was one pound of bifcuit, one gallon of
beer, two pounds of beef with fait four days in the week ; or elfe inftead
of beef for two of thofe four days, one pound of bacon or pork, and
one pint of peafe, ' as heretofore hath been ufed and accuftomed :' and
for the other three days of the week, one quarter of a ftockfifh, half a
quarter of a pound of butter, and a quarter of a pound of cheefe. Sav-
ing for the Friday, to have the quantity of fifh, b'utter, and cheefe, but
for one meal; or elfe, inftead of ftockfifli, iuch quantity of other fifli

or herrings as the time of the year ftiall afford.

The purfers to be paid by the contradors for neceflaries, as wood,
candles, difhes, cans, lanthoms, &c. viz. in fervice, at fea, 6d for every
man per month, and, in harbour, J2d; and 2/ to every (hip for lading
charges by the month.
The contradors to have the ufe of all his majefty's brew-houfes, bake-

houfes, mills, and other ftore-houfes, as well at Towerhill as at Dover,
Portfinouth, and Rochefter *, paying the fame rent as former contradors
paid.

The allowance to the contradors wa>: for every man's viduals in har-

bour y',d. and at Tea 8</pcr day.

Sir Allen Apfley and Sir Sampfon Darrell, the contradors, were here-

by to enjoy during life the title and office of general purveyors of the

viduals of his majefty's navy. [Focdera, V. xvii, p. 441.]

• Tlitfc wctc probably all the port* for viAualling the nwy at that time.
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In thi^ year Gerard Malynes publiflied his book intitled Lex mercat^na in folio. He ftates the quantity ofwoollen goods of all fom Cdand narrow, long and fhort. made yearly in all England, to be 2-0 0^0pieces or cloths befide the new draperie's called pefpetu;n:s &c?
'

Ye°he IS fo incorrea and fo wide from probability in other matters thatthere is no depending on him
; for inftance. he reckons the numberof people m Lngland to be 16.800,000, and in Scotland o.oSoooom Ireland 5.500 parifhes ; and in France 22,000.000 of peopk

'

. ^l^^\ ^^T ^ '^^"V'Tf^^
'''''^^' ^" P"'^^' httv^^tr, Malynes (who wasa Ne herlander, and had been much employed by King James in Z^lcantile and money matters, and Edward MifTelden ETq an eLnentmerchant of London concerning the balance of comlrce rZin.againft us as before ftated, and for redreffing the fcarcity of monevthen much complained of

^^t^^-iiy 01 money,

Malynes propofed, as the means of keeping our money at home toa ter the courfe of exchange by authorityU wild and inju^dicious fancyas If for.,gners beyond fea would be direded, againft their own intereft

Tl^lt^C^t^'^Y^' T'^f ^" ^"S'^"^- ^^^' ^^' i" his work i^n^tied the Canker of England's commonwealth, dedicated to Sir RobertCecil fecretary of ftate
; and in his treatife which he called his LittSand great whale. Mr. Miflelden. in a piece intitled Free trade or fhemean^ to make trade flourifh, [i2mo, 1622] difplayed the foHv ^f com!pulfionmfuch matters; and more fully in a quarto treatife in 162,which he called the Circle of commerce ; wherein, and in another In!titled Free trade he explained the bufmefs of mercantile exchange as k

bv nnKr '^'' '^'' ^'y- '^^'^ '^^ ^^^"^"^'^^ «f attempting to rfguTateby public authority what is governed by our imports and exports bythe greater or lels demand for money at home and beyond fea^bywars^famines peftilences and by other accidental cauies; all wl clwende;impomble to regulate exchanges by authoritative means in deaHngswith other nations, tor though it may be true (as Malynes alleged)tha the undervalumg of our own monies, in comparifon iuh the mo-nes of fore.p nations, may contribute fomewhai\o tlie overbalanceor to the exchange going againft us, yet the principal caufe will ever befound to be, the greater value of our importation of foreign goodlthanof our own merchandize exported. This Malynes would notfdnik bu^obftinately inHncd that exchange abfolutely ov.r-rules all money and mer-

nualr '

'"^
'YT^ P-^J'^"-^tion foJ raifing the value of o'ur moneyequal to, or rather h.gher than, fbreign monies, would effcclually ^urnhe exchange, and alio the balance of trade, in our favour. Mdynes aHbfurtoully attacked Mr. MifTelden's laft treatife in one he amTd theCe

j

reo the circle of commerce. Miflelden. upon the whole. iL plain!
>

the advantage of his conceited antagonift ; and iudicioiillv treits ofthe true cauies of the general balance of trade, then^Co'd to be run-
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ning againft us, viz. the confumption of unneceflary foreign wares, for
mere luxury ; the iofs of our Eaft-India ftock by the violences of the
Dutch company

, piracies of the Barbary rovers ; the wars of Europe
;

the negledl of the fifhery ; the new improvements of other nations in
manufadures ; the decay of our own draperies, &c. His Free trade was
reprinted in 1651, and is well worth a penifal even at this day *. The
judicious Mr. Munn, in his treatife intitled England's treafure by foreign

trade, in 1664, (p. 103) has the following juft remark, viz. ' in vain
* therefor has Gerard Malynes laboured lo long, and in fo many print-
* ed books, to make the world believe that the undervaluing of our
' money in exchange does exhauft our treafure, which is a mere fallacy
* of the caufe, attributing that to a fecondary means whofe efFeds are
* wrought by another principal efficient, and would alfo come to pafs
' although the laid fecondary means were not at all. As vainly alio hath
* he propounded a remedy, by keeping the price of exchange by bills

' at the par pro pari, by public authority, which were a new found of-
* fice, without example in any part of the world, being not only fruit-

' lefs but alfo hurtful.' Theie treatifes are long fince out of print, and
are become fcarce, which has made the particular mention of them the

more neceflliry.

We fhall clofe this year with obferving, that, by the induftry of the

Englifh Ruflia, Eaft-India, and merchant-adventurers, companies, and
their building many ftout {hips, the commerce of the Hanfe towns was
now greatly decayed, more efpecially thof« ports on the fouth ihores of
the Baltic lea ; and their antient fplendour amd influence much abated.

The French kings, Louis XI, Charles VIII, Louis XII, and Francis I,

had beftowed great privileges on them. The Emperor Charles V had
great loans of money from them ; and King Henry III of England in-

corporated them at London as a trading gild, in acknowlegement of
their affiftance in his naval wars, and alfo for money they had lent

him. But what availed all thefe confiderations under their laow gene-

ral declenfion ?

1623—A new proclamation by King James, in the ftile of his former

ones, prohibited eating flefli in lent, and on otner fiih days; * for the
' maintenance of the navy and (hipping, a princi\ial ftrength of this

• ifland ; and for the fparing and incrcafe of flefh viduals.' [Foedera, V.

xvii, p. 447.]
The king ^ave a grant to the Eaft-India company, impowering their

prefidents and councils in India, or their council of defence there, to

punifti all crimes committed on laud in India, either by martial or by

• Mucli acrimony a]ipcaic(l ill lliis difputc, and Gifcks and Romans, with n<>w and then an He-
alfo an afl'ti-latiDn, In i.r.itatMn of tlic kiiiy'- pc- brew ftntcacc, tor tlic greater edification of tliiir

dantrv, of girin^ qiio'atioiis (rom Gifck an<l Ro- leaders,

man niithois upon jioints utterly unknown to tlic



^- D. '623, ., ^J,

King James ftrMyXSedhrablJ>,''f "^ <>;'", ^''"t^n nations,

ed a cor..miflioi to the lord clIH ftfrfI
'

,
'"! '''"="P™ i"""-

into their "onfiderat on all l« .rf-' ,
•> *' i'?'' °'''="' f" tal'-ng

lating to thofe tt™coTonl^s Thrwe"re 'r""'^'""'' ","''=". &- rl
to all lums of money, lev'ed eWteTbT.he 1 "T""'"' ? '"1"^= ""
or by voluntary gift, beaueftf ^^,„^

™nmbutions of adventurers,

in mV^ines, if for tirft^t'hel^ro'fSd ITf "'™'"=^' "^
the feme have been eMoendfrt . n? t .

plantations
; and how

nies have .nade eontrarv tole rS If '""' """ °"'"' ">= &'d colo-

The firft exclufive term of the ViufnU p.. «i t j
March ,6.3. the ftates-get^er I gt^Vi al'rthe"

"3™/,"^™^'"
years lonsa-, after whirh ri,^;.

rartlier term of twenty-one

much th^t they ^^^l^^'^^ZXZ'Z^S^t::;':^-'^ '"

Mu'; o^rr.f.'ll^'S'rSir" ^"^ MICael-Feod^^r; c. of
vk. ' " '"'-'""K '" '^oranierce are m llibftance as follows,

.•ari;jr:r;,';s^,:,,f;r.r™:nv7rtr^^''"'" "^-i;"'
'^'"'

""j-'

puted to the princes ofeL^r ''

'T-*"'- " "'^" "" ^ ""-

Lave b'e'^,\P :;'^«;^: J-' ^.,;':-;'';:
'"f'""

?*™">™"-. - by treaties

»" Ruffia, Snd h:s To. Ln* *™
m;'^"

' '"'/'"""-"Jdmajcftyof

1 ) virtue of this iMaic^ , , ."V o' J ,
,'""'" '" '^"" '"'':= And,

Vol. U.
'"' "" '"^'J''-^' "» l^'"'' princes may, by fta and

S s
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land, freely traffic to each others countries in all kind of merchandize
;

and may buy up, and freely tranfport away all kinds of jewels, pretious
(tones, and whattoever elfe fitting for both the princes trealuries, as

freely as if they were the natives of the felf-fame country.

Provided, that this freedom of commerce be underftood on the )art

of Great Britain for all fuch merchants only, and none other, as are al-

lowed to trade into the dominions of Ruflia, by the licence of their fo-

vereign, and according to the gracious letters and privileges granted,
and to be granted hereafter, to the Englifh merchants by his renowned
majefty of all Ruflia, and the right reverend great lord and holy patri-

arch of all Ruflia ; and on the part of the fubjeds of the czar of Ruflia,

for all fuch of his merchants as ftiall be by him allowed to trade into
Great Britain, and none other.

And fuch Englifli fubjeds trading to Ruflia, and Ruflia fubje<Ss trad-

ing to England, without fuch licences from their refpedive fovereigns,

fliall be feized and delivered up to the refpedive agents of each na-
tion.

The merchants in both countries fliall be protected from all injuries,

and have equal juftice done them as the native fubjeds have.

Perfons guilty of death fliall not fuffer death, nor be put to the tor-

ture, till an anl'wer from their refpedive fovereigns fliall be received

concerning them.

The merchants in either country fliall not be difturbed on account of
di£Fert;nce in religion.

Ambafladors, meflengers, and ports, and merchants going along with
them, of both the contrading parties, fliall freely and lately pal's and
repafs in all parts of both countries, v/ith their attendants, goods, &c.
And if either prince Ihall have occafion to fend fuch into other coun-
tries, through the countries of the other contrading parties, viz. into

Germany, France, Spain, Denmark, Sweden, and Netherland, or unto
and from Perlia, Turkey, and other parts of the Eaft not in open hof-

tility with either party ; they fliall freely pafs, with all their goods and
people, and have due convoy by land and water. And in caie of death

on their journey, their goods (hall be fafely kept for thofe who (hall

have a right to them.

In cale of fliipwreck on the coafts of either prince, the goods (hall be
faved for the bent-fit of the owners. IFcedera, y. xvii, p. 504.]

King James now iflhed a proclamation, wherein he oblerves, that in

times of dearth, the poorer fort of his people are pinched with the jirtat

want and dear prices of corn. That the trealiire of the kingdom alfo, in

thofe times, is much exhaufled, in providing com from foreign pans.

And, on the contrary, in times of plenty, the farmers, by the low pri-

ces of corn, are hardly able to fupport their neceflary charge, and pay

their rents. And forefeeing, as well by reafon as by example of foreign?
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died but alfo the ncreafe of tillage may be procured, and the bettervending ofour native commodities, ftrengthto our (hippL and thebreedmg of many mariners, by eredrng magazines of cTn^which intimes of fcarcity. may ferre to keep do>^ the price of foreTgnlorn andm times of plenty may keep up the price of our home cifn at Vurh

UP t'^ ;:r " "'^ "^" ^-ntain'the huibandma's labou; and ho 5

That magazines of corn might be ereded by fuch merchant* an^

And to the intent that thofe magazines might be ftored with com hpdec ared, that any of his fubjeds might import forn for them f om ?oTei^nparts, in fuch quantities as they fhould think fit, paying only the cu?

b^an"//"^'''" °^i!^"
P^^^^"^ ^°°^ °^-^«- A"d any p C'4h;buy and ftore up in the magazines whatever quantity of Englift cfm

'
/r-ta?LrSnTr^^

''' average price ofInghm'wheatTas uX
IHul:'

"l"^"^'- f"S^'?^ 7^ under i8/. and Englifli barley under 16

f

m the counties where the fame Oiould be bought
^ '^'

And for the better encouragement of fuch as fliould adventure in

he f^.T'''''''
^"^^^°>'^ig?comas fhould be thither brough?misSbe freely re-exported into foreign parts beyond the fea in amity wfhus. foasatthetimeoffuchtranfportation the ufual price oTEnriShcorn in the three next adjacent counties to the magazines whence fuchtranlportation fhould be. did not exceed 40/ thf quarterfor whea

w^e ZZl' Th
^ Tr'' ^"'^^- ^"^ "^^-^'^^ F'-«^ t-or^Englif^con;

hrroM ^ ? *

f''
^"J^'-'^^Sn corn fhould be kept in the magazines "obe fold only within this realm, for the providon of the fame

r^rye'^^^d^SftlTr^^^^^^
''/''''' quarter of wheat,

JnhJf
16/ barlt-y, then no foreign corn ihould De fold within thisrealm for any other purpofe but to be Itored in the magazines or ^ betrun ported beyond fea. paying the due cufloms and lUbfidL; for theEnghm corn
;
that the price of Englilh corn might be held up fbr hebench, ofthef:.rmer and that fuch c„r«. fo to be traufponed miehtrcuu-n.propomonofcoin. for repienilhing the rrealurc'of tins kL^

Upon re-exportation ofthe foreign com no duties were to be n.iH

^
,,, V"^

'tdlm. [toedcra, K xvu, A. ^2Lj.1
I his plaafible iche.uc liowevcr di(i aot'take place.
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Magazines of corn at Danizick and Amftcrdam have been found o
tremely uleful and profitable to thofe two cities; though perhaps thev
might not aniwer fo well in Kngland. At lead fuch a Icheme as thnv
we have juft been reciting muft undergo a ftrider examination, and
receive many improvements, before it could be reduced to pradicc in
our days.

In this year Malynes (in his Centre of tlie circle of commerce, writ-
ten by way of anfwer to Miflelden's Circle of commerce) gives us thr
prices ot F.;ift-Iiidia merchandize both there and here, viz.

In India, Pepper per pound weight, 2{-d. In England, 20(/ or 8 to i

Cloves,

Nutmegs,
Mace,
Indigo,

Rawfilk,

i)d.

4d.

%d.

1/2.

8/

5/or 6 1 to I

3/'or 9 to I

6/" or 9 to r

5/or 4I to 1

2c/or 2 1 to 1

The Dutch Weft-India company now met with fo much good luck
in taking Spanifli prizes, that they raflily made a dividend of 25 per cent
to their proprietors. Puffendorf juftly obferves, that they ruined them-
felves by making fuch large dividends, and by being more eager for
conquefts than for commerce.

1624—Though the great complaints againft monopolies had obliged
King James to revoke them all by proclamation in the year 1610, that
king and his minifters, ever in want of money, fuffered themielves to
be drawn into new ones afterwards. But in the year 1624, much
louder complaints were made againft them than ever, which produced
an ad of parHament, ' whereby all monopolies, and all comaiillions,
grants, licences, and charters, formerly made or granted, or which
ftiould hereafter be granted, either to perfons or corporations, for the
fole buying, ielling, rnaking, working, or ufing of any thing, were
made void. And alfo the power to difpenfe with any others, or
to give leave to exercife or ufe any thing, againft the tenor or purport
of any law or ftatute ; or to compound with any others for any penal-
ty or forfeitures limited by any ftatute : alfo, all proclamations, inhibi-
tions, reftraints, warrants of affiftance, or other matters whatever, any
way tending to inftitute, further, or countenance the fame, were de-
clared to be ahogether contrary to the laws of this realm, void and
of none eff.cl. All fuch monopolies were henceforth to be tried and
determined by the common law of this realm, and not otherwife. And
all perfons vvere difabled to ufe any monopoly; and perfons aggrieved
thereby might recover triple damages and double cofts. Excepting
however patents which the king might ftill grant for 14 years and no
more, for new invented manufadures or arts, never prac^^led before,
and not being mifchievous to the ftate, by railing the prices of com-
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modities at home, or the hurt of trade. Saving alfoto the citv ofLondon, and other cities and towns corporate, their charters coS^ing any cuftoms ufed within them, or to any corporation compa^kTor fellowlh.ps of any art or of any company of merchants erS^the mamrenance and enlargemem of commerce. Nor did !h1s a^^tend to charters for printing; or for making fahpetre, gunpowder can"non cannon-bullets, or alum

; nor to Sir Robert MaunfeU'^ patent for"making glafs
;
nor to a patent for making fmalt ; nor to ano he forfmdtmg iron with pit-coal, granted to Edward Lord Digby.,' [^i^ri'

By another ftatute, it was enaded, that whereas the price of the valueof ands and of other commodities of England was much abated andthat notwithilandmg the inrereft on the Ip^n of money continued' at fohigh a rate as ten pounds in the hundred pounds for a vearV^o mfonafter the 24th of June 1625. (hould diredly or indireirSl e Cheloan of any monies, wares, or merchandize. &c. above the value of L8for the forbearance of L, 00 for a year. And all bonds, con ads andafluranccs. made nfrer the time aforefaid, for any ufury above the ratesof L8 per cent, were declared void. And whoever Ihould take mo
*

by means ot any corrupt bargain, loan, exchange, chevifance ihiftor'mtereft of any wares, merchandise, &c. or b/aky covin e'nibe ordeceitfu conveyance, for the forbearing of money, or othe"'thSS whatfoever^ th.an eight per cent, ihould forfeit triple the value of the mo-ney, &c. 10 lent Scriveners, brokers, folicitors. and drivers of Zlgams tor contrads and loans, who ihould diredly or indiredly take fornegociating any uch loan, over and above the ra?e of five (hUlings fbrever L. 00 or above txvelvepence for making the bond, fhall forfeitL20, and be impr.loned for fix months. This ad to continue for fevenye.is. (Now ollo.s what is fhameful to appear in any ftatute-book
after what has been juft enaded.) Provided, that no words in thisTawcontained (hai be condrued or expounded to allow the pradice of ufurTin point of religion or conlbicnce ! [21 Jac. J, c. 17 j

^
Sir Thomas CuliK-per. a member of parhainent, was greatly inftru-niental m obtaining this redudion : he laid befbre the houle of comimons a treat.ie, which he pubhlhcd in the year .62, aKidnft the hTh

rate of mtereft. which his ion Sir Thomas Lp.Hu;d\1 66 whhfn-ent to get intereft brought lower, after being reduced to pu- centhe later obiem. that this ad pailcd wah all%,pofition il^Lbl"
t being an untrodden path, aad therefor to be hewn out by dint ofcafon. At us palhng, a zealous oppofer of it defired it miRht be remembered .hat he had foretold the iriconvenicncies that would enlhJTnaniwer to wh.J. Sir Thomas (^Jpeper alio delired it might be lemem.bered that he had prophefied many happy eilecls from it^ to the kh em the improvement of ius cuftoms , ti the landlord, in the advice ff
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his rents, and value of his inheritance ; to the merchant, in the quick-
nefs of his trade and benefit of his returns ; to the borrower, in the
eafe of his condition, &c. Hereupon Sir J 'fiah Child, in his Dil'courfe

on trade (publiftied in 1670), remarks, that in the year i63>, which
was but ten years alter pafling this law, there were more merchants to

be found on the exchange, worth Liooo and upwards, than were be-
f )re the year 1600 to be found worth Ltoo. Tliat before this reduc-
tion of intereft, the current price of lands was 12 years purchafe, which
foon after rofe confiderably higher. That the lowering of intereft en-
ables the landlord to improve his eftate, and thereby raife his rents

;

that it enables merchants to increafe foreign trade, whereby home
manufadturers and artificers will be increaled, as alfo our ftock of other
ufeful people -, and the ooor will be employed *.

In the book, intitled, Cabala, or Myfteries of ftate, we find a letter

from Sir Walter Ailcn, then the Englifh ambaflador in Spain, to Lord
Conway, fecretary o^ ftate, giving advice that three Scottifli fhips with
their cargoes,were confifcatedat Malaga, for bringing thithercertainDutch
commodities. Which we here take notice of, as fuch a precedent may
poflibly be of ufe hereafter, in difputes concerning contraband mer-
chandize ; and to ftiow that the Scots had fome commerce in the Medi-
terranean.

As the making of rivers navigable is jf great benefit to commerce,
we muft note, that an adt of parliament was now pafled for mak-
ing the Thames navigable for barges, lighters, and boats, from the
village of Bcrcot, feven miles below Oxford, up to that city, for the

conveyance of Oxford freeftone by wacer to London, and of coals and
other neceffaries from London to Oxford, now coming at a dear rate,

only by land-carriage ; whereby the roads were become exceeding bad.

[21 y^ic. I, c. 32.] It is fomewhat remarkable, that the preamble of
this ad takes notice, that the river Thames, for many mi" beyond the

city of Oxford, was already navigable for iuch barges, 1.,, rs, &c. and
alfo from Bercot to London. So here was only feven miles of that

river to be made navigable. And that whereas a former ad [3 '\Jac. /,

c. 20] did not anfwcr the end, viz. for clearing the palFage by water
from London to Oxford, and beyond, it was therefor hereby repealed.

By an ad of parliament for granting the king three entire fubfidies,

and three fifteenths, and three tenths, for making war againft Spain,

there was a referve of Li 8,000 our of this grant for the relief of decay-
ed cities and towns. [21 'Jac. /. c 34.]

This old way of granting fupplies to the crown by fifteenths and
tenths, has puzzled our modern antiquaries, who ieem utterly at a lofs

• In this .-icl tlie word inlerrjl is for tlie firft time ufcd for the fotbtaraiice of money, though thr

void ufury is n!fo therein retained as a fjiionyiiious term.
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at this day to afcertain the exa(ft manner of levying them though fnlate as tins year. And this is the laft time that we find memion of thitway of gnuu.ng aids to the crovvn. This we alfo conedve to be thelaa nmc that money was in this manner beftowed on decayed citt't and

Cardinal Richlieu entered this year upon his miniftry in France inrlfucceeded but too well in his great pro^ds of depreffing theTr^Tetand the protellants at home; of reducin- the funerinrirv^f ?L
branches of the houfe of Aufl'r.a. and o?adva"ciS 1 Tomml 'Z

It was now enaded [21 >.. /, ,. 28] that when wheat is not above

.me e.,orted from the companyifo.o^oltr^-Sr ;'tt f^IfoS"This was one of the articles of his impeachment, in the year ifi,^'The duke, m h,. defence, alleged, that as\he company had tJken m4vnch pnzcs Irom the Portuguefe in India, and particularly at Orrn^; J
oru admiral, and that the laid Li 0.000 was the company's comoofi

gi"n"'iJthT^' 'fr'
«^Lx5.ooo. which the la'w UuTE fe"yven dL^amll them

: and that, moreover, the whole fum eYr/.nr,V.r ^^.iL2CO. was a;.p!:ed by the kmg for the f^-vice of the rv'/
'^''^^ ^^^^

nnf r' '".• ^' '"^''
if ^"^^"S James I. that the Dutch began the manufadure ot hr.e woollen cloths, and thereby interfered wTthe En.!

e 1 rUr::^^'r;" ?' ^^^'^^^^-^^ -^^ ^>f'where, mfomuch hat fnttit lalt '^ear ot this king's re.gn. a certificate was given into the narlil

Imd' m^:;r°
^^«^\havn.g in that year been manufacC d nrHt"land. Whereupon the houfe of commons refolved. that the merchantadventun-rs comp^u.y's fettiug i„.pofts upon our cloths 4a a Grievance"nd ought not tobecontmued; andthatallothermerchanfs aswS

.
s diat conmany, might tranfport every where northern and wefter^doxei^s. kerhes. and new draperies

: alfo that otl^^r rnerchams beSetie merchant-adventurers company, might fredy trade with dyed .nd

Wtumn:;.^"' ^" ^^"^ of coloured cloths. iLuermanytdrhe
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The king renewed his prohibition of the nianufa(f\ure of gold and
filver thread, gold and filvcr tbliate ileat'), purles, ocs Ipanglcs, 84c. as

tending to the conlumption of the coin and biiHion of this king-

do -"j. And having granted a charter of incorporation to the governors,

adiftants, and commonalty of gold-wire d'awers of London, he had
hoptd, by reducing thofe trades under order and government, to avoid

the unneccflary waile of coin and bullion. But having now fully un-

derftood, as well by the complaint of his commons in the late fefllon of

parliament, as upon examination by the lords of the council, that not

only the faid corporation (which was thereupon revoked and declared

to be void), but alfo the faid manufadures, are unfit to be continued,

&c. [Fadera, V. xvii, p 605 ]

King James, by proclamation, once more confirmed all his former
injundlions againft eredl.ng buildings on new foundations in London
and its fuburbs. [Fadeta, V. xvii,/>. 608.]

We have a pretty diftiixd view of the condition of the colony of

Virginia, in a commilHon from King James to many lords and gentle-

men, as follows, viz. we having, by letters-patent, of the fourth year

of our reign, granted power to divers knights, gentlemen, and others,

for the more fpeedy accomplifhment of the plantation of Virginia, that

they (hould divide themfelves into two colonies : the one to confift of
Londoners, called the firft colony ; and the other of thofe of Briftol,

Exeter, and Plymouth, called the fecond colony. And we did, by fe-

veral letters under our privy-feal, prefcribe orders and conftitutions for

directing the affairs of the faid colony.

And whereas, afterward, upon the petition of divers adventurers and
planters of the London colony, we, by letters-patent, in the 7th year

of our reign, incorporated divers noblemen, knights, &c. by the name
of the treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the city

of London, for the firft colony in Virginia ; granting them divers lands,

territories, &c. to be conveyed by them to the adventurers and plant-

ers ; with power to have a council there refident for the affairs of the

colony ; and alio to place and dilplace oflicers.

And after.vard, in the pih year of our reign, we, by letters-patent,

did farther mention to give that coniirany divers ifles on that coaft.

And wliereas, we, linding tiie couifes taken for i'ettling the colony

have not t;;ken the good etllcl; we intended, did, by a kite conmiilfion

10 fundry perfons of quality and trull, cauie the Hate of it to be ex-

amined into ; who, after much pams taken, reported, that moft of our

people rent thither had died by litknei'b ar,d famine, and by mafHicres

by the natives ; and tlut fuch as are ftill living were in lamentable ne-

cellity and want ; though they (the commiiliuners) conceived the coun-

try to le boiii fruitiul and heidihful, and that, if induftry were uled,

it would produce many good llaple couimoduies
z

i3ut, bv neyled of
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which they ^<^rhra7n6n^^:,^^^^^ ^° ^^o^e SSfr
ture condderation of the premifes cM bv S.'^'r

'"''""^ ^"^" "^«-
relolve to alter the charters of t"; faid co^ ? ""^ P".^y-^o"ncil.
vernment

: but the faid treaf.irer nn,
^''"^P'^"y as to points of go'

the raid charters JnTlZLttTr^ "°' ^"^'""""^ ^'^^^«-.
direa you to confider the ftate of L^afd^!.

''''''''''''''^- therefor, we
fitting to be inferted in the intended ntchiZ' '"- ^"''''' '''
And. in the meantime, to take SrHo fnnn7 V''^,

'° '"'P^'"^ ^° "«.

-y
:

.en coun.nor5?;endingt^^K^;^:^^^.
IowtgVr:rn.rnrr

'^'"^'^^^^ ^^^ '^-^- - -Woo, by the fol-

•

^^^'^T^ZZrZ^^^^^^ of parliament, became
• concerning the intereft of our kingdom !1 ^^^'S^ty reafons. much
' would, by our royal power utter vlrT-Kt 'H '"^^ '^'''^f^ ^^•

' bacco. which is not^ of he .rLrof '^' "^' °/ ^" ^^--^'g" 'o-
' whereas we have upon all occalons 11 t' °^" ^o-^imons f and-
• ever had of the ufeof toLccn Tn

' ^"°'^" ^"'" ^'^'^^ ^e have
' tion both of the health 4dnirnrfe?.''"f'

"' '""^^"^ '" ^^^ ^"""P"
• becaufewe have been often and eTr^^ft,

""' P'°P^^ ^ neverthelefs.

;
loving fubjeds. planters and 'S,^^^^^^Hes, that as thofe colonies are vet h„r V Y'^g>"'« ^"^^ the Somer

;

brought to maturity, ui'f wJwiS l^Sed"?"'^'-^"'^
"""°^ ^^

the plantmg and vending the tobacco nf^h ' V""'' '" ^"^^''^e
• defcended to their defi^ and d" fh/ V^'^^T'^' "'^ have con

-

' the importation of any tobacco from? aT^^ ^ridly prohibit

;

mto England or Ireland^ other than fTom^r^^
fea. or from Scotland.

' Moreover, we ftridtly proh bk the n'-^
our colon.es before named

England or Ireland/ ^The reft of ^L "^1 '"^ '°^'''" '''^'' ^^
'ng for and burning foreign tobacco '^i

^^°^^^™«»on relates to fearch-
tobacco of our colonies ?"n the ad o^l?l'^^."^

and fealing the legal
proclamation to the fame eftcd FFW ^ 1624-5 he ilfued another
t625_rn FebruaryTelr-c Kwl ' ^'r'^ ^^ 6^'- 668.]

again'> eating flefb indent &c' FFi/T '^"'^ ' ^''^ proclamation
In that fame month h?.;rr:,

If^^^ern, V. xvn, p. 661.]
ham, as high-a^dm 'rt Iha whte's Tanv o/h"

^'^
^'^^J

^^ ^-^-^-
great wrongs and dan agrs as well .r f^ ,

' ^">*^' '^^^'^ ^"^^red
Vot. II. ^ '' ^' "^^^ «^ f^'-^ as otherwife

; not only by the
Tt



53<> A. D. 1625.

fubje<fts of our brother the king of Spain, and of the Low countries,

but alfo by thofe under the ftates of the United Netherlands ; and all

fair courfes and due proceedings have been in vain ufed, in demanding
reftitution or reparation thereof; and that thereupon our faid fubjeds
have made humble fuit unto us for letters of reprifal : we therefor

will, require, and authorize you to grant your commiffion for appre-
hending and taking the goods, fhips, and merchandize of the king of
Spain's fubjeds of the Low countries, as alfo thofe of the fubjeds of
the United Netherlands, for the fatisfiKEUon of our loving fubjeds fo

damnified ; and in fuch manner and form as (hall be agreed on by our
privy-council, or any fix of them, in writing under their hands. [Foedera,

V. xvii,/>. 667 *.]

King James died 27th March 1625. His lofty ideas of his preroga-

tive are difplayed in numerous proclamations and injundions, com-
manding and prohibiting fuch things as in later times would not be
fubmitted to under any other authority than that of parliament. His
getting his attorney-general, Sir John Davis, to write, and dedicate to

him, a treatife in favour of his prerogative of levying the tonnage and
poundage-duty by his fole authority, encouraged his fon and fucceflbr

to levy fhip-money in the fame manner ; which proved his ruin. Such
dodrines, which Davis endeavoured to fupport by quoting precedents,

did virtually deftroy all the efiential rights of parliament ; and parti-

cularly that of giving money for the public ferviee. Davis's book (the

title whereof was, the Queflion concerning impofitions, tonnage,
pr ndage, prizage, cuftoms, &c. ftilly dated a.id argued from reafon,

la , and policy) was reprinted in the year 1656, probably by conniv-

ance of the government, for expofing the arbitrary tempers of both fa-

ther and fon. Its conclufion runs thus :
' that by virtue of an antient

' prerogative inherent to his crown, the king of England may juflily

' and lawfully ftt impofitions upon merchandize, and may limit and
' rate the quantity and proportion thereof, by his own wifdom and dif-

' cretion, without an ad of parliament.'

On the 30th of March 1625, Charles I king of England ratified the

contrad, which his father King James had made jufl; before his death,

for his marriage with the princefs Henrietta Maria, fifter of Louis XIII

king of France. Her portion was 800,000 crowns of 3 Jivres each (or

L240,ooo fterling) ; half to be paid down, the other half in one year

after. She was to have Li 8,000 fl;erling (or 60,000 French crowns)

yearly, for her feparate ufe. So that 3 ^ French crowns, or i o livres,

• We fee a like warrant for rcprifah a fov/ in neither of thofe warrants arc the partlctJar da-

montlia after by liis fon Kiig Charles I againft mages coniphiined of at all fpccificd. [Failcra,

both the faid nations, exactly in the llile and form /'. xvIii,/>^. 12, 188.

J

hereof ; and another again ill the fame year. Yet,
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were then equal to one pound fterline. She was -^Kn f.\.. ^of 50,000 crowns in rings. [F.dera^i., lllpsfT ^"^^ '^'' ^'^"^

The author of an hiftory of the Carihhe*. i£c ? 1 , a. .

1658. and at London, in Englifh L i fii^, .
'^"^ (pubhfted at Paris in

French colonies in th^riS! td thefr t""' '^^' '^^ ^^g^^^ ^^^^

Ci 625): thatMonf.Defnai^^^uc afe'L^^^^^^^ V"
'^^ ^'"^^ ^^^^

and Sir Thomas Warner aTEndift..e.7 '"•'^? ^^'""''^ °^ ^raice,

the ifle of St. Chriftopher^ on^ h. ^""''^•"^^'^'
J^^n^ly took pofTeffion of

fons of each nat^n irbehJf nf fv,
^^ ^^'J^'y^

^«h about 300 per-

they might ha4 r^l ce of ?lfe retrr/'^"'^^^
'^^"^^

'
^^ ^^^^^ that

boti nations at any'dme1otfdl71;^°eH^ "iffief ;;'^-
"^^^^ fEnghfh, it feems. were wife,- than the FrJn?i: u .f-

^'"^ '™^'' ^^^

there, and having wives and chUdren Th '
'"

u"'^^'"S ^°°^ '^""f^**

themfelves with fuch huts as the C.HKK '"' .^he French contented

being married The firft Fntli^
Caribbean natives had, few of them

tobafco
,
but'aftirtrdfm'S^Sr t^llr ? f^"^

till this year by any nation Trl../
.^^'""^bus though never planted

natural JdvantageZwHrmduced the sr^^'^'/T^ ^° poflefs feveral

in their American voyages But tl^^F^f u^^^
'"^ ^^P ^' ^'

for preventing any fS ntellkice K?'^ '"1*^°' ^""""^^y «^"^ ^^at,

iHand and the'spJniard wht w^^e at thrtfm:'.'.
""'"^ "^^"'^ °^ ^^^

both nations in America) the E?elift .nJT u
''°"''^°" ^"""^^ "^

patched all the moft fadious of the CaHbs I?"'^' !" ''"'/^eht, dif-

all the reft to quit the ifland In the f^l
'

'

''°'
^T^ ^^^'' ^^'''^ed

incorporated a^umber of g;ntlLen fonl'"!- ^""V^l
^""""^^ ^^"S

This, therefor, according to SsTut^ior I T^A^ American ifles":

India ifles plamcd bv eidJr Fnti i ' T' ^^^ ^'^ "^ '^" ^he Weft-
Spain to the' fole prober" of all tt?e,0117''- ^

i'^
'^^^ ^'^'^^ °*'

tions till now from fettling thereon kV! T""^
^"'"""^ °^her na-

now vifibly declining. tholnat!rsiuftW;h'' t T^f "^ ^P^''^ ^^'^

to take pofleflion of fuch fles i SU"n 1,^ ^^ ^^''^ ' ^°°^ ^'^^^
n^all fee they gradually did'on man'/o.hts ofTheL"

''^""' ""
^ ^^ ^^

ye^^Th tlSry'ct^hl fi'rft b^n'^^^'^" 'f^^'''
'''^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^-

I the inns, to be'cXd for'^s^h^T^e^e 'wL"^^^^^^^^
- '-^-^

t.me only twenty in number, h/ten yeaTt
'
e'rh?

^^ "'''"'

"r'

^^'^

much in number that King Charles tlJf.If ^^ "^"^''^ mcreafed fo

im.e an order of councU'gr'Smi^ th^ir^tL^r^'^
''' ^''^ '^

vy. inelc leem to have been moftly ftationed, as at

• The Englin. colony of Barb.docs was fettled in the year ,4,4.

Ttp
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prefent, in diftind branches ; fuch as a comptroller, a furveyor, a clerk
of the navy, &c. The firft of that number was Sir Richard Wefton, chan-
cellor of the exchequer, and another of them was Sir William Ruflell,

who was alfo treafurer of the navy. They were, as at prefent, fubordi-
nate to the lord high admiral, or the admiralty-board, from whom they
were to receive diredlions in maritime affairs.

The proteftant boors of Auftria now took up arms, to recover the
free exercife of their religion, and they became matters of fome places ;

but, not being fupported by any foreign potentate, they were reduced
to fubjedlion in the following year, and feverely punifhed. Hereupon
the emperor Ferdinand II compelled all the proteftant gentry, clergy,
and fchoolmafters, to leave Auftria ; many of whom were kindly and
wifely received by the Swedes and other proteftant ftates, to the increafe
of their wealth and people.

King Charles by proclamation, prohibited the importation of any to-

bacco not of the growth of Virginia, or of the Somer ifles. [Foedera,

V. xviii, p. 19.]

King Charles iflued a proclamation fetting forth, ' that whereas the
' making of alum was difcovered not many years fince in Yorkfliire,
' and brought to fuch perfedion, as there is no doubt but fufficient
* quantities may be made, as well for home ufe as for exportation :

* which being a work of fo great honour to this kingdom, and of fuch
' ufe and confequence ; whereby many famihes are kept at work, much
' treafure faved at home, which heretofore was exported for alum, and
' fome increafe alfo to the revenue ; he therefor ftridtly commanded,
' that no foreign alum ftiould be imported, and that no Englifli alum,
' once exported, ftiould be re-imported, or ufed in England.' \Fcedera,

V, xviii, p. 21.]

It was upon the farm of this alum duty, jointly with that on fugar,

and other branches of the revenue, that the famous merchant Sir Paul
Pindar advanced lo this king fo large a fum as Li 30,000, on account of
which he and his creditors were great fufFerers, by reafon of the civil

wars which enfued.

Another of King Charles's proclamations this year was, for main-
taining and increafing the faltpetre mines of England, for the neceflary

and important manufadure of gunpowder. The king obferves, ' that
' our realm naturally yields fufficient mines of faltpetre, without de-
' pending on foreign parts : wherefor, for the future, no dove-houfe
' ftiall be paved with ftone, bricks, nor boards, lime, fand, nor gravel,
' nor any other thing whereby the growth and increase of the mine of
' faltpetre may be hindered or impaired ; hut the proprietors fliall fuf-

• fer the floors or ground thereof, as alfo all ftables where horl'es ftand,

' to lie open with good and mellow earth, apt to breed increafe of the
' faid mine of faltpetre. And that none hinder or deny any faltpetre-
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not None (hall bribe any faltpetre-man for the fparing or forbearSof any ground fit to be wrought for faltpetre. That all dovehoufoand other places digged for faltpetre, bef when the earth thereof iswrought over, laid fmooth and flat again as before. That no fa tpetrebe exported, neither fold at home to any but the king's powder-makerwho fl^all not receive for any gunpowder fold by him to any?f theking's fubjeds above loy the pound weight.' The proclamation pro-

iroeaera, 1^. xyin p. 23.} The faltpetre and gunpowder bufmefs was

reding It wa^ ft'V"'?^
monopoly-projeas ;\nd' his manner of dlredhng it was far from fuitmg the genius of a free people.

Charles was fo much a tranfcript of his father that we are not rnwonder at their proclamations having fo great a refemblance His pro-clamation againft new foundations in and near London, and for^re-building the houfes either with brick or ftone. is exadly in the fti e andform of his father's. He alfo therein gives diredions for the dimenLnstrue making, and price of bricks. viz.%hat the fize of them be Tn1^^
fhon'f H /" iT^f ^'

'r^ ^" '^^^^"^'^^ '- '
«^d that the p i^e of onethoufand fuch bricks at the kiln fliall not exceed 8/ No bricks fhall bemad^ within one mile of any of the gates of London, or of the pa ace

fro^rh
'"•?"'". ?Tr^ ^^^' ^"^ °^h^^ nuifanc;s to be reiSovedfrom the city and fuburbs: with other commendable regulations for Sbeauty and umformity. A fecond alfo, of the very fame tenor cameout m this fame year. [Fcedera, V. xviii. pp. 33, Jr^

King Charles granted to Sir Francis Crane L2000 yearly for tenyears
:

the one haU of which fum was what he had former^ engaseS

t MorTlake'in's
'''' '","

'
^^

^^u^ f^PP°" ^^ ^^e tapeftry ma^nSfreat Mortlake m Surry : the other half was in lieu of paying him I 6000

copper or of ead holding filver, as alio for quickfilvefto CardTKan

nugn middleton. [Fcedcra, V. xviu, />. 66 J

tions 'from rh^""^'^''"
''°"'P''''y ^'^' ^' ^"""^^^ ^'"^«' ^^"'^d by fublbrip-ions f.om their adventurers a capital of no Icfs than L200.000, ftiil T„v.un. hoping for gold and (liver mines, and other very rich produdLsmany of them at length became weary of the charge.^as not findml theprofit by any means to anfwer expedat'ion, and (old'o^t thd ihat fai^
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fuch as continued in it had perpetual wrangUngs. So valuable a country
and colony was, however, by no means to be abandoned; more efpe-
cially as the planters there were now well able to fubfift independently
of their mother country. Several gentlemen, therefor, about this time
with their effeas and with many fervants, went thither on a feparate'

^°A° a"i
^^^""^"PO" ^'^e king iffued the following proclamation, which

hrlt eitabhlhed the prudent form of government, in which this and the
other regal colonies have remained till now (1762), viz. that whereas,m his father's time, the charter of the Virginia company was, by a guo
warranto, annulled ; and whereas his father was, and he himfelf alfo is,
of opinion, that the government of that colony by a company incor-
porated, confifting of a multitude of perfons, of various dilpofitions
amongft whom affairs of the greateft moment are ruled by a majority
of votes, was not fo proper for carrying on the affairs of the colony •

wherefor, to reduce the government thereof to fuch a courfe as might
belt agree with that form which was held in our royal monarchy ; and
confidenng alfo, that we hold thofe territories of Virginia and the
Scmer ifles, as alfo that of New-England, (lately planted) with the li-
mits thereof, to be a part of our royal empire ; we ordain, that the go-
vernment of the colony of Virginia fhall immediately depend on our
lelf, and not be committed to any company or corporation, to whom it
may be proper to trull matters of trade,and commerce, but not the or-
dering of ftate affairs. Wherefor our commiffioners for thofe affairs
(hall proceed as direded, till we eftablilh a council here for that colony,
to be fubordinate to our privy-council. And we will alfo eftablifh an-
other council, to be refident in Virginia, who (hall be fubordinate to
our council here for that colony. And at our own charge we will main-
tain thofe public officers and minifters, and fuch ftrengtli of men, mu-
nition, and fortification, .is fliall be necelfary for the defence of that
plantation. And we will alfo fettle and alfure the particular rights and
mterefts of every planter and adventurer. Laftly, whereas the tobacco
of thofe plantations (the only prefent means of their fubiifting) cannot
be managed for the good of the plantations, unlefs it be brought into
one hand, whereby the foreign tobacco may be carefully kept out, and
the tobacco of thole plantations may yield a certain and ready price to
the owners thereof; to avoid all differences between the planters and
adventurers themfelves, we relblve to take the fame into our own hands,
and to give fuch prices for the fame as may give rerlbnable fatisfadion

;

whereof we will determine at better leifuie. [l''a:lera, V. xviii,/». 72.]
Had tobacco been then as much in ule as at prclent, this monopoly

of It, fo early begun by King Charles, would have enabled him to rafie
much money, without depending on parliament. And it was certainly
a good Icheme to enhance the price of it at his pleafure ! From this
time forward, allemblies of the reprefentativcs of the planters in Vir-
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ginia regularly met by authority of the crown tn P«nA 1 • , ,

confent of the king's governor and councT tk iS t ''
'"''K'^''

ailed f^parately as an upper houfe: but d'e dernt tZf ''''JT'proceedings is in the aflemblv A r.c,t^L % ^^^^^^^ relort m all law

ed. not only for offices in vfrgink ^butl^lfrnT' ^7 '^^° '^"^^^-
of new lands, on the eafv terms of ,^ ft 1

^"^'"^ °^ ^''^'''^^ grants

the crown fo; ever^t^crhTndl^^^^^^^^^ Z gr^uTd^"tdT

decreafing even fafter than'heTngUr^reS Te;.r^.J^f ^""f^
enjoyed peace and tranquillity.

^ ^'^•^eafed. thereby the later have

,

King Charles appointed commiflioners for inouirinp mm n«^

change fettled, whereb; t^e rS£"a m^fS ^.r U^l, ?'"^°i
""

with much eafe and without lofi Wl,ih "' ^"^ "^ '''""•

crown! on the othet ^. TC^^^^TZ ^"'Jl-^r^nS
rhi8 warrant does not appear (S« above an-

dfr the ycur 1 609). It was p.obably foon after
.he time that King James «a, f., earned for a,
un,.,n of the t«o kingdom.; f„r Ruddiman rnuot-mg a manufcnpt work of Tliomas Craig upon the
propofed uiuon) obfervea, that one of the obiec-

th. Englin, had no copper money, if the money
of Scothuid was thenceforth to be regulated en-
t.rdy by the Englilh n.uuUrd. the poor mull fuffer
«reatly by the want of copper inoncy. [RudJi.

Z'/.^^"-^"'''
"'^ ^"Honl Diplomala, p. 66,

Riitldlman, immedfately after the pafTakre now<,uoud fay., that James' I coined c,fpper*^mo 0^
... England. So ,t may be confidered as ctr:
tain, that there was copper money in EnL'i.mH
before the re^n of Charfe,, as the 'accuracy' Jintegrity of Ruddimai. are fufficient to ellablifl, thetruth of It; and ho n,ay have feen the copper

IZ"'
"y*'"" ' ^''"''

"^""iS'' n»t to be foundnow* In*
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titles. The patentees were thereby bound to deliver out 21/in tale of
farthings for every 20/"of filver, and to pay back 20/in filver for every
21/ by tale in copper farthings, whenever demanded. [Foedeta, V. xviii,

pp. 108. 143.]
King Charles, like his father, was generally much indebted to the

merchants, goldfmiths, &c. of London, who advanced money from time
to time to the crown, by way of anticipation on the public revenues.
The king acknowleges his debt of L27,ooo of this fort to the famous
merchant Sir William Courten ; the half of which fum had been lent
to King James, the other half to himfelf. For which loan intereft was
allowed at the rate of L8 per cent. \Toedera, V. xviii, p. 1 56.]
King Charles granted an exclufive patent for fourteen years to a gold-

fmith of London, for the fole making and pradice of certain compound
fluffs and waters, extraded out of certain minerals, &c. of this realm,
called by the name of cement, or dreffing for fhips, to prevent them
from burning in fights at fea ; and alfo to preferve them from the fea-
worm or bernacle : for which grant this projedor was to pay forty fhil-

lings per annum into the exchequer. This feemed to be but a trifling
matter ; yet, as we fhall fee a great number of fuch from time to time
authorized by this king, it feems to have been from the beginning, his
intention thereby to accumulate a new revenue, without depending on-
parliamentary grants. .

King Charles made a grant of one of his pinnaces to his high admiral
the duke of Buckingham, in confideration of his undertaking to adven-
ture for a difcovery of the north-weft pafTage to China, &c. An adion
(fays this grant) of great importance to trade and navigation, and in
lundry refpeds of lingular benefit to all our realms and dominions.
\F(edera, V. xviii, p. 166.]
The king appointed his lord high admiral, the duke of Buckingham,

to command in chief, both by fea and land, on an intended expedition
again ft Spain. His inftrudions were, to annoy that crown by all ways
poflible, either by plundering the towns, or by taking the plate fleet,
or other (hipping, &c. He was alfo to detach fome of his fhips to the
|)ort of Sallee, in Burbary. to treat for redeeming the Englifh captives
there, and for fecuring trade from the piracies ; as aUb for procuring
provillons for his fleet, which had 10,000 land forces on board. [Fcedera,
r. xviii,/). 171.] But, milling the plate fleet, Sir John Burroughs land-
ed in ! 3 bay of Cadiz, burnt a few villages in that neighbourhood,
and then returned home, without having done any effedual fervice with
To great an armament.
A league oftenfive and defenflve was concluded at the Hague, on the

2d of Auguft, between King Charles and the ftates of the United Nether-
lands, againft Spain. The ftates-general were to join twenty of their
fhips of war to the EngUfli fleet, which is faid to have confifted of eighty-
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lCoUea,o« 0/ Jaties, K ii,J?„, l
' *'5' '^""^"'"S of forty articte,

Queen Henrietta Maria's marriaee nortion nf 8r^,^ ^«« r-
was in this fame year brought int^EKT alHn niv

'"'^ ^''°^"^'

ed to be recoined at the tower hnr .^r.f
.^'" '''°'"-^y' ^"^^"d-

had infeded fome of the coTneVs ^K ki^lSno^^^i^
^^"d^"' -^ich

for the more eafily paying the fold^ers and ftnf ^^ ^^^oinage
;
and

fitting out, he deckred ^hlprmcrcol^rfhT^^^^
was all of one fort called a nu^Jl f'T r

""^"' ^""^ ^ ^''^^- It

qu^kly obhged to annull the currency of S.^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^"^ "''

fe^e^^;s?n!i.^ii^^
and noble crown^jewe s and veVl of ^olV''^^^

'"''^f^

;^.5:^, ?^tatr-.i"

'^"-" »-ssf- S!
He agam iflued a proclamation, exadlvin the nfnni f«.^, • n.

U u
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' Before the Londoners and Hollanders failed thither, the Turks ufed
• to fhare with the Portuguefein thofe commodities which now the pro-
• tcftants trade for. Heretofore they paid at Lilbon, Aleppo, or Alcxan-
' dria,

' For every lb. weight of pepper, 2/; now it cofts us in India but 3d
'

• mace, 4/5 gd
*

cloves, 4/5 .. iO(f
* nutmegs, 2/ , 4^
« indigo, 4/ ,/
* Perfian raw filk, per pound 12/. now from the Perfian gulf under 8/*

* And if we tranfport none of our corn, but only that of foreign na-
• tions, carrying alfo fome of our tin, lead, and woollen cloths, to the
• Perfian gulf, where they are beft vendible, there is no queftion but this
' kingdom will be.much enriched: for the Sound of Denmark, the Hanfe
• towns, and France, will return us more money than we need to fend
• into India.'

King Charles by proclamation ordered that the medium allowance
for every failor fhould be 20/ per month, which till now was but 14/;
by which means there will accrue to every ordinary failcnr 14/" (net
money) per month, befides an allowance out of it of 4^ to a preacher,
2d to a barber, and 6d per month to the cheft at Chatham : whereas
the ordinary men have now but 9/4 (net) per month, and no allowance
at all given to a preacher. Out of the furplufage of which (addition)
all officers wages were likewife refpedively raifcd ; and an allowance alio

for a lieutenant and a corporal.
' And whereas Qiieen Elizabeth for the encouragement of fliip-build-

• ing, gave a premium of 5/per ton for every fhip built above the bur-
• den of one hundred tons, which was revived by King James : King
• Charles now allowed 5/'per ton for every fhip that fhould be built of
' 200 tons and upwards.' [Foedera^ V. xviii, p. 679.]
The author of the Golden fleece gives us a fketch of the fifhery on

the banks of Newfoundland, in which he fays, the ports of Devonfhire
annually employed 150 fhips, and carried (as at this day) their filh to

Spain and Italy. It teems in thofe days, that fiftiery was grievoufly dil-

turbed by pirates, who had, in a few years before, pillaged them to the
damage of L40,ooo, befides the lofs of 100 pieces of ordnance, and of
above 1500 mariners, to the great hinderance of navigation. In another
place he fays, that this filbery maintained 8000 perlbns for fix months
in Newfoundland, and fupjwrted many thoui'ands of families at home,
as well their own families as thofe employed in preparing nets, calks,

viduals, &c. and in repairing th*i fhips for that voyage *.

• The judicious Mr. Wood, the prefcnt fccrc- (i. c. about i6iR) England liad above 200 fail of
fcry of the board of cuftoms, in his FJfay on trade fhips employed in this fiflitry, aud furuilhcd all-

(^1718) thinks, that one hundicd years before Europe with fi 111.
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In this fame year the famous Sir Thomas Herbert failed with firmips for Eaft.Ind.a. of which, and of Perfia. Japan, and thrMriucc^The Jives a judicious account, for the time he lived in. At Caftin ?nPerfia Sir Robert Shirley and Sir Dudmore Cotton, the two EndiSambafladors (with whom he had traveUed) both died ; and hrreturnedhome over land through Perfia.
returned

Howell, in his life of King Louis XIII of France, publiftied in th^yeur ,646. gives us an edid of that king, in this year. whTh prohibitsjJl commerce with England
; and that no kind of grain, wines or pulfefhould be exported to England; nor from England to France norant'cloths lerges. wools lead. tin. fluffs, filk ftockings. &c By'this ffav^Howell) one may obferve the advantage that Enlknd hath of Francein variety and fubftance of merchandize. This wl here take noSe 5"

the rather, becaufe. were we ever fo much at peace with that nation ^our days the cafe is fo widely different from what it w^then "hat thevwould take none of thofe particulars from us but lead and tobacco anSthey now know better than to prohibit the importatfox? of our CfSo fluauatmg IS the courfe of trade in this and many more Tnftrnc«which might be produced. For Cardinal Richlieu. afterreduc^nrth^power of the great nobility of France, earneftly promoted manSures
Morir/r-nT 7,^''''-- ^"^ '^' ^'^"^^^"g °f ^hat kLgTomTwhTch
wh7lft^n^n..o.' ^" "^^""n^.'^s) juftly calls the fplendoufof king^mswhillt n peace, and their main fupport in wars To this end hi 1^!

L7w.V 'r?' °',T "^r^'^'
-'-'--^^ for%raffic bo ifto he eaftand weft, by fea and land, with a capital of 600.000 livres who affoengaged to lay out as much more in buildint^ ftout Ihiorat VTorll

docks, and fo many dwelling houfes as made a good tovn "othitcompany alio he committed the fole trade to Canada, wh?ch they vervfoon greatly improved. That cardinal, indeed, hi^h y merited the d^/mty conferred on him of fuperintendant-generd of the co nme ce and"navigation, and h.gh-admiral of France. He perfuaded Ws Uii mlay out a vad lum m the purchafe of (hips in HollmH rv.?!^ u ,

the (Imfe towns, for the Votedion of t^iV co ib ' tt ^ovcrTof B^r'oary having taken or deftroyed above one hundred French Ihip andmdc flavcs of lome thoufands of their people, whereby mmy&iieswere undone
: wh.ch improvements, though not effeded 1^ e .Hv ,?/kyear we judged might come in properly elioug^in .^ s pVacl

^^^ " '^''

fJu ^;"f/^^^Y"^ l"^'^'"'-^
^^^"'^^^ '^' parlLent. bec!.i?e they refufedtofettk the duty ot tonnage and poundage on him r M H,.gr.evances ihould be redrelTed. by his Ln a^hoHty S^ed d t L'curtoms fubfidies. and imports on merchandize, exported anirnnorte^

n.^^l^rS;ct^^- ^'^y -- ciiieaediuti;s
^ U n 2
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The king direded a commiflion . to the officers of his mint, for his

money to be coined of the fame fmenefs as before, viz. filver, of n ca.

2 pwt. fine ; crown gold of 22 carats fine ; and angel gold to be, as

already it is, of 23 carats 3^ grains fine : alfo that a pound weight of
filver (hail nuike in current moivcy L3 : 10 : 6. And that the pound
weight of crown gold fhall make in current money L44 by tule, of fuch
pieces of gold as are now ufually coined of that finenefs. [Fadera, V.
xviii, ^,741.3 This was an unaccountable direction, to have two fets

of gold coins of different finenefs and purity, (in which he imitated
his father) and alfo to coin his filver money Ughter than before; of which
we (hall prefently treat more fully.

,*i King Charles being determined to raife what money he wanted, with-
6tit being beholden for it to a parliament, granted a commiflion to the
lord-treafurer and other ?reat offiffirs of ftate. tn fell or errant in fee-

farm, or for term of lives or years, in pofleflion or in reverfion, all or
any of his honours, manors, old caftles, forefts, chaces, parks, lands,

tenements, woods, &c. both in the furvey of the exchequer, and in the
duchy of Lancafter ; as well fuch as were held by copy as by leafe, cuftody,
&c. {Fadera, V. xviii, p. 771 .] The king had run himfelf deeply in arrear,

for fitting out his late fleets with land forces, &c. againft Spain : there
was alfo a confiderable debt at his father's death ; and he had already

mortgaged to the city of London, in its. corporate capacity, divers ma-
nors, lands, tenements, &c. Thus did this king moft iniprovidently
for himfelf, and his fuccefTors, though perhaps not inaufpicioufly for
the liberties of the people, divert himfelf of a moft royal eflate and
revenue in lands : an eftate which had ever been the principal inde-
pendent fupport of the yearly expenfe of his predeceflbrs, and their

houfehold in times of peace.

The king, in two feparate commifllons, appointed an envoy to the

piratical ftates of Barbary, and to the town of Sallee, to treat of the re-

demption of Englifli captives, and alfo of peace and commerce with
them ; for wnich purpofes the envoy carried with him all the Moors
who had been made prifoners by the Englifli, as alfo four brafs and two
iron cannons, with ammunition, &cc. as prefents : a method early prac-

tifed by all other chriftian ftates in treating with thofe people, to fupply
them with weapons for their own deftrudlion ! {Feedera, V. xviii, pp.

79.3. 807.]

It being near Chriftmas, King Charles again enjoined the nobility,

&.C. to withdraw from London, to exercife hofpitality at their feats in

the country. \Fa:dera, V. xviii, p, 798.]
The French having this year feized on the Englifli merchant fliips in

divers ports of France, by way of reprifal for three French fhips lately

taken by the Englifli fliips of war, and likewife on account of certain

elder pretended claims on England, amounting in all to L25,ooo fter-
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e&s'^l''!h??''".^r"'''*
a commiffion forfdzing on all the Frenchetteds m the EnghOj port*, fey way ol^.counier-re^rifal. ffo'dtfraT

1627 ~A proclamntion of King Charles came out. imnortinff thatthe prudure Of making foltixtre in England, by digging in heWof dwelimg-houfes. dove-houfes. ftables. &c. tended to5 much to t^,^gnevance of his l«bjeas
:

and that, notwithllanding all t^ t otib eand charge attending this method; the undertakers could n-Z Ittf^mih this realm with one third part of the faltpetre renuifite efreciu^f;m time of war. when moft wanted , the earth of kS" not be ng IblJto engender the matter whereof faltpetre is made, in many yea s with

ceffiEvoffhf.'f"''"^"'"^
for enriching the ^arth: anVy^t hrnel

^."^^^ P'"^^"?' ''^^\ "-^q^ir^s 1« '"^'ch to be made, as would fo

7fK\\V""(^^^
ca.Ui, ii,at in a fhort time we Hiould be utterly deftitute

tt^mvt'\ ^^^'^^"-V,^'^--Pon Sir John Brook^ 'and Thtm.s Kuliell. hfq. have propofed to us. to make fuch quanti ies 6f Mrpecre as our realms (hall want, and alfo to fupply foreirSns there"with, by a new invention of their own of which therh.^I • i
monftrative proof and for which we hVa^eX g a^L IheiS'n ex"

coleaa^fir-^
'"^" thofe patentees now wan' LtTfng bi t leave .J

o.^r^;^^^^S^TL::::-^^3-^"^«^^ -lent, and on

The kuig alio now iflued a commiffion of inquiry into nuifmces inand near London; luch as flails, naughter-houfes, b^reHoX fmLh.fo ges bnck kilns, coach-houfes. tallmv-chandler fmks ^auS dun
'

1; funf &c' ^F^ broken pavements, inmate; rnhoufsc ^'g
xvHi ; 82^]'

""^'^^^ "^ ^^" ^"^^^ ^"^^ ^'^^'^^''- i^^dera, K
He alio conimilHoned certain aldermen. &c. of London to feize nilforeign tobacco not of the growth of Virginia or Bermudas for iS
tt'tSr''^'

^" ' ^'T''
-mmiffion: alio to buy up. for lis ut

a^am lur nis ucucnt. Itadtra, V, xviu, p. 851.1
The king, no.withftanding this order, in the fame momh publiOieda permilfion to import 50,000 pounds of Spanifh tobacco burtlen^^was to be all bought by hin^J-elf, and againVold out to h" fubi:;ds He
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direaed that the Spanifli tobacco, and alfo all the Virginia and Somer-
ifles tobacco, fhould be imported into London only, and marked like-
wife with three different feals or ftamps. Moreover, as great quantities
of tobacco were ftill fown in England, contrary to law, he now renew-
ed the former prohibition of planting it in England. [FafJera, V. xviii,

p. 818.]

King Charles granted a commiffidn to captain John Hall, to com-
mand four fhips and a pinnace for next year's voyage to Ead-India, im-
der the diredion of the Englilh company of merchants of London trad-
ing to the Eaft-Indies. This was only a piece of form : but he farther
eameftly prohibits all his other fubjedls, excepting the company, from
reforting to India, under the penalty of forfeiting (hips and cargoes

;

half to the king, the other half to the company, purfuant to King
James's charter to them, dated the 31ft of May, in the 7th year of his
reign.

And King James having, in the year 16 17, granted letters-patent to
the Englilh Eaft-India company, to export to India all fuch foreigr> coin
and bullion as they fhouU^ firft import from beyond fea, fo as the fame
fliould not exceed the fum of Li 00,000 in any one year. King Charles
now licenced them, in confideration of the prohibition of commerce
with Spain, whereby they were difabled from procuring the quantity of
filver they yearly wanted, to export, in tiheir next voyage only, L30,ooo
in foreign gold, in lieu of lb much filver. [Foedera, V. xviii, p. 853.]
The king iffued a proclamation againft furnifhing Spain with provi-

fions, ammunition, or materials for fhipping of any kind ; the king of
Spain and the archduke (fays he) having previoufly iflued like orders on
their part with refped to our dominions.

King Charles granted frelh letters of reprifal in behalf of fuch of his

fubjeds as have had their (hips and merchandize taken by the French

:

no rcdrefs having been obtained, though often demanded ; and the like

reprifals were again granted on the 20th of April following. [Fadera,
V, xviii, pp. 861, 887]
King Charles appointed Sir Peter Wyche to be his ambafliulor to the

grand fignior Sultan Moratt, with the cuftomary powers of appoint-
ing confiils in the feveral ports of Turkey, &c. [Fa-dera, V. xviii,

A 862.]

To what wc have this year exhibited from the Fcedera concerning
King Charles's quarrel with his brother-in-law King Louis XIII, we fhall

here add, that Louis's not only detaining the feven Englilh fhips lent

to him, but alfo employing them againft his proteftant fubjeds, raifed

a great clamour in England : thereupon King Charles feized on feveral

French fhips in Englilh ports ; and Louis, on the other fide, feized on
no fewer than 120 Kniilifh (hips in his ports. King Charles alfo now
fcnt home all his queen's French iervantsj and, in fine, publiflied a de-
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claration of war ngainft France, wherein he accufcd Louis of breach ofarticles with htsproteftant fubjeds. and of bbcking up theJr towns andports
;

for whofe reief at Rochelle he. thi. fame yfar.^lLd fene Jit'h^Ear! of Denbigh with thirty (hips of war j but, bei^g too l" e7n th^year, he was driven back by ftormy weather.
^

We have before noted, that King Charles was fo ill advifed as forhis private gam. to raile the nominal value of his coin above its intrinfic

XirA'"'"'"^ '^' P*'""^ ^^'g»^^ °f filler into L3:,o Vbitalewhereby he was to gam %/6 on every pound weight of fdver His privylcouncil, however, were4,mewhat doubtful of the prudLe of tJ^^

^\fZV ^^^r'T"" '^'^ famous Sir Robert Cotton.^beinTexcelU^^^^^well flolled m fuch matters, and the precedents of fonder rei™ wisordered to lay his opinion before the board ; which wkT erItW t'^T.^

hif^ln
'""•

J""''
''' '^ ^'' ^^'^"^^ « '^'^' board, (afterTrd prb^Vw^^^^^

Z^rA^l
P^?''"'""" ,̂F^<^« in 1651) he mofl judicioufK difnWd^e

g eat difcredit as we i as real lofs which would thereby Tedound to heking himfclf as well as, to the whole realm He fhewed tha the R ,man empire kept up the purity of the flandard of the coin umiUheloofe times of Commodus. when excefs of cxpenfe introduced neceffitvand that brought on an alteration of the ftandard : and that the r^a^v*

coin So"Ctr'""^'r""^^""^^ '^^ S-^-^ alteration oTS
rn^hfc^r^^^LTo? tTei^Z^^^^"^ °' ^ ^°"^"-P^^- '- -^ '^^

(as they termit) m his mint ! That King Henrv VITT S ?n^ fi 7 ^

would be tor the honour of the crown and the true wealth rf hfMP
nd7£ of h"'

'"' ^^^-^^^n^ard of the coins t'o tTet i^'l'^ritl

rrn„n^T^ u^'
^''^^•^t.-Srandfather King Ed-.vard IV. Next '

^

;ud?cioufly fhews, that as coin or money was deviled is i mti nS ^
^r

of Zr ^^^^P'^'^^f ^••e guarantees to their people for the juftnefs

TutZ '°'"'
'f?

"""^ "°^ ^"^^^ ^^^^"- ^^^'^^ to warrant f^lSood
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minal fliillings and pounds a lefs proportion of filver and gold than they
did before this projeded alteration, and, at the fame time, pay for what
they buy at a rate enhanced, it mud caft upon all a double lofs. What
the king will fuffer by it in the rents of his lands is demonftrated by
the alterations fince the 1 8th year of King Edward III, (anno 1344)
when all the revenue came into the receipt, pondere et numero, at the
rate of five groats per ounce ; which, fince that time, by the feveral
changes of the ftandard, is come to five fhillings, whereby the king hath
loft two thirds of his revenue ; and the like in his cuftoms and other re-
ceipts. And, as the king will lofe a fourteenth part in all the filver,

and a twenty-fifth part in all the gold he ftiall receive, fo likewife will
the nobility and gentry in all their former fettled rents, annuities, pen-
fions, and loans. The like alfo will fall upon the labourers and work-
men in their ftatute wages : and as their receipts will hereby be leflened,
fo their ifllies will be increafed by raifing the prices of all things. It

will lay the lofs upon ourfelves and the profit on our enemies : fince all

our prefent good money will hereby be exported for bullion, our own
goldfmiths being their brokers. This enfeebling of the coin is but a
ihort-lived ftiift, like drink to one in a dropfy, to make him fwell the
more. But the ftate was never thoroughly cured, as we faw by King
Henry the Vlllth's time, and the late queen's, until the coin was made
up again. This moft judicious and feafqnable remonftrance was fo well
approved of, that the projedl was entirely fet afide. We ihall, never-
thelefs, feventy years later than this time, fee fo pernicious a propofal
again ftartcd to King William's minifters ; and had it not been for the
remonftrance of another great man, the famous John Locke, (who pof-
fibly was indebted for the fame juft notions to this fpeech of Sir Robert
Cotton's) feemed in a fair way to be accepted of.

In this fecond year, therefor, ofKing Charles I, a pound weight ofgold,
of the old ftandard of 23 carats 3^. grains, fine, and half a grain allay,
was coined into I44 : 10 by talc, viz. into rofe-rials of thirty fliillings,

fpur-rials of fifteen fliillings, and angels of ten fliillings: and a pound
weight of another ft:mdard, viz. of 22 carats fine, and 2 carats allay,

(called crown gold) into L4i by tale, viz. into imits of twenty fliillings,

double crowns, ten fliillings, and Britifli crowns, five fliiiliugs. And a
/){U;id weight of filver, of the old ftandard of 1 1 ounces, 2 pennyweight,
fine, into 62 fliillings, by tale; n.imely, intr. crowns, half crowns, fliil-

lings, fixpcnces, twupenccs, pence, and halfpence.
We find the following catalogue of e.xclufive patents for new projcds

in this year, all for fourteen years.

1) ' A patent to Lord D'Acrc, and two others, for the fole making
• of fteel, according to the invention of Thomas Letfome, one of the
' faid patentees.'
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llij ^° Thomas Roufe and Abmharn Piili^r. f t r\

Gufta^rllfphrte SwSfrP."^" ?- '"= Eaft-India trade,

his people ,0 foL ; arm StiatL'i'^buTr"' 'T'"^many and that great kine's death a ™t ,,T'^
'^^ "^ ""'' '" '^''-

complilhment of that del^
""" ^^" '^'"'' P'^^Kd the ae-

• fined, or allayed, Cfe^efTlSg^for^'^f^l, -f""'
&- 6- re-

' and ought to be our fole nVhf o! r ^'' "^'^ ^^^^ been,
' antient^revenue;' 7h.^lnt.'oi^nr\w^^^ ^«d

: royTp=.naTei^?3ri^5^^
• ous kind of liberty to all. but efpTda Iv to \tu. TT^ ' promifcu-

;
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' thence fome%hhem ha Lrown o th.H .'
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and from
' for divers years nrefumed fi^rTv,

I'^'^ntioulnefs. il.ut they have

• and new monies which either hv^n. ^"'^/^ "^"'^ «"' ^^^ "^d

dent, are weight'^rt n^the reft Ih "^"^S' «'• ^y -^Y other acci-

^ been molten down for t h m fkiArof n;::"S"'?
"'°'"^^ *^^^^ ""^ ^'^'X
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Late attoiMcy jjcieial of Baibados.
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Ei>;, tilt autli r (if tliL- Hifloivnf' n. ,-),.. i I

feftahlank A. tl,e dn.c of'^ielft "o'f .te'
111 by .Sir Wi lain Cmii^.. ' "'^
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the confumption of our coins has been greatly occafioned, as alfo the
raifing of the filver even of our own monies to a rate above what they

are truly current for ; by reafon whereofno filver can be brought to our
mint, but to the lofs of the bringers, &c. For the reforming of all

which abufes, we have, by the advice of our privy-council, determined

to refume our faid right, for our own profit and the good of the realm

;

and for this end we do now appoint Henry earl of Holland and his

deputies to have the office of our changes, exchanges, and out-changes

whatfoever, in England, Wales, and Ireland. And we do hereby

flridly charge and command that no goldfmith nor other perfon what-

foever, other, than the faid earl of Holland, do prefume to change, &c.

(as above) and as the following articles do more fully diredt in fub-

ftance, viz.

• I and II) ' None (without our fpecial licence) {hall tranfport to fo-

reign parts any gold or filver, in coin, plate, or bullion, as by ftatute,

9 Edw. Ill, and 2 Hen. IV.

III) * None fhall prefume to melt down the current coins of our king-

doms, nor to cull and fort from the reft any of the weightier mo-
nies.

IV) * None but our faid changer, and his deputies, ihall receive or take,

by way of payment, or exchange, diredlly or indiredtly, for any fpecies

of foreign coin, or other gpld or filver, more than the rates which now
are or hereafter may be given or allowed for the fame at our mint or.

exchange.

V) * To prevent the frauds of goldfmiths againft the ftatute of the

1 8th of Queen Elizabeth, every goldfmith, on the fale of any plate,

ftiall deliver a ticket, with his name or mark, to the buyer, exprefling

the day of fale, the weight of fuch plate, and the value or rate of the

gold or filver apart, and alfo the value and rate of the fafhion apart,

by which may appear at what rate the one or the other was valued,'

&c.
VI) ' In every piece of gold current for 30/", 20/", i jj/i lof, 5/, and

* 2/6, the abatement ftiall not exceed four grains and an half for 30/
' pieces, three grains, two grains and a half, two grains, one grain, and
' half a grain, for the other refpedive pieces; which feveral gold coins

' wanting no more ftiall pafs current, as if of full weight and value : but

' if they want refpedively more in weight than the faid feveral refpeft-

' ive abatements, then they fliall not be current ; but fliall be brought
' to our exchanges or mint, to be melted down and made into new
' coin.

VII) ' No falfe or deceitful ftuff or manufacture of gold or filver,

* lefs in finenefs than our money of gold or filver, iliall be made, fold,

* or imported. Yet this order fiuill not reftrain any fubjedl from im-
' porting of bullion from beyond fea, to be carried to our mint to be
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• coined. Goldfmiths, however, may continue, acreeabk to the fen*-f«. ««^- g™""! ;o them by charters from us anTouTprtLcefforTto buy any gold or filver in plate or other manuftdture,X"Sore foas the fame may be bought or exchanged only to make Dllt, of^fhmanufeaure
;
and they do not give a higher me "or the fame thl'the rate of our mmt

; and that, under colour thereof, they doTo,bT
• SreitherS?„'rT ""^ '°™«? *^"« "'^ moneroro'S
parried-j:s c:Sa::ot";:,^nr tt,'^'i;^i;^t s"; '" "^

anJ"g*:ii-i^fSCSrtf^e«^^^^^^^

for bearing the expenfe of this armament, the king Sde ;he fo^'

tof c°oals™
'°'™' """ '^ '^^ "' '»""> rffcp«.ce'on et; chat

p,obably priva/ers'froVthTs;aS"Ne;heS:X """""' "^° ""'

™9r;:t^:^'^\':^r^:thi?^^^^^^^^^^^

<H.n to the duke of Buckinlhn^' I \ ,
"'^.^^ S'ves a commii:.

..... ..eed there £ts"offlpete'^^- i-^;^-;t^-^^^^^^^^^V -
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break open, and work for faltpetre, as well within houfes, lands, &c. of

us, as of our fubjeds ; and to ufe all fuch ground, earth, walls, and wa-
ter, as {hall be requifite for that purpofe. And alfo to take carriages

and carts for the fame, at the price of fourpence per mile per cart ; the

empty veflel to be recarried gratis, as formerly. Alfo to take fea-coal

and wood-afties, at reafonable prices ; as alfo work-houfes, barns, yards,

&c. for working the mine of faltpetre at reafonable rates, &c. [Fadera,

F. xviii,/5/>. 915, 918.]

The king iiTued a new proclamation concerning tobacco, much in

the ftile of his own and his father's former ones, and for the fole mono-
poly thereof.

I) He enjoins the plucking up of all tobacco growing in England and
Ireland, and ftridly forbids the planting any more.

II) None fhall hereafter import any Spanifh or other foreign tobacco

without the king's fpecial commiflion.

ni) And becaufe fuch foreign tobacco fhould not be uttered under pre-

tence of being the tobacco of Virginia and the Somer ifles, and other

Englifli colonies ; and that the planter ; in his faid colonies may not give

themfelves over to the planting of tobacco only, and negleft to apply

themfelves to folid commodities fit for the eftablilhing of colonies (which
will utterly deftroy thefe and all other plantations) ; from henceforth

no tobacco, even of our own colonies, fhall be imported, without our

own fpecial licence : and what (hall be fo imported (hall be delivered to

our ufe, upon fuch reafonable price as (hall be agreed on.

IV) No perfon fhall henceforth buy any tobacco here, but from our

commifTioners : which tobacco fhall be fealed or ftamped ; and when
fold again, a note fhall be made, exprefTlng the time when bought, and

the quantity and quality thereof. [Fadera, V. xviii, p. 920.

j

King Charles ifTued the following declaration, viz.

' Whereas the^'kingdom of Ireland, by reafon of the peace and plenty
' it hath of late enjoyed, is fo flored with profitable commodities and
' merchandizes, that they have not only enough for their own ufe, but
' alfo for exportation :

' And whereas the faid Irifh exported commodities are fuch as are

' ufually or moflly carried to countries not in league or friendfliip

' with us, (meaning Spain and Portugal) for the increafe therefor of

' our revenue we have thouglit fit to raife a higher and greater im-

* pofition or increafe of fubfidy on the goods therein fpecified ; whereby
' our faid enemies, or thofe not in league with us, who ftand in need of

' thofe commodities, mult pay higher rates for the fame than hereto-

' fore.

' The commodities herein fpecified were pilchards, herrings, falmon,

' butter, falted flelh of all kinds, fheep and calves ikins, ox hides, tallow

' candles, iron, wool, yarn, ruggs, blankets, wax, goat and deer Ikms,
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* live bulls oxen, cows, horfes, pipe-ftaves, corn and pulfe of all kinrl,.but the additional duties thereon ftall n;t take place for any mport'

ZT Tu !"^''"^-
]^"- P'P«-ft^v^«. or ,.ool, or fheep-Swkh the'wool fhall be exported from Ireland withou a fpecial 1We and

• f"cT x^po;'^^^^^^^^^^

fhal, pay .ne fourth part mo^e Jharnativeratlucn exportations {Fadera, V. xvui,/>. 032.]The king again iflued the ufual proclamations enjoiniriK the nobiUttrand gentry to withdraw to their country feats for thrkeenirll of K r
-^

tahty. and againft eating fleih in lent Sd on Xr fimTy! for^^h"fe^emmgly idle r.afons already fo often aligned. ^^r^l^.^X pp.

The king renewed his commifTlon for the better esernfmn ^f »,- f

roM^ndllve'^Tn^f ^'^^
^'^-^^^^ ^' ^^^ cX^arre-ch n r'tf

iowrofMToin"'f^T^r^ '''"^ ^""^"^ -' -'^^^"«

In a long lift of dignities and offices created in this year there is onefor he fole making and regiftering of all manner of aflirances ind!mations and renunciations, made upon any fhip or (hips goods or

Londorl:"'';"
'^' '""^'^ ^''^^^"S^' °' other^places wiZ 'tCi ; ofLondon, for thirtyH)ne years.' IF^rdera, V. xviii, p. 987.]

^

^
aher projeded monopolies of this year for the t^rmMourteen years.

1) ' A charter to three perfons for the fole pradlice of their new invention for melting iron ore. and making the famefnto caft work! aiSibars, with fea-coal and pit-coal only.
^

• Tm'.t''^yi''%^';' Pr"^'?^ °^^'''°^ ^"^°"t either horfes or oxenIII For the fole ufe of a new-invented engine to make aU k^nds
of

mills to grind and perform their wonted labour without tle hdn

In the fame year King Charles is faid to have made a grint to hmesHay earl of Carlifle of the fine ifland of Barbados and alfo o? Jl ?h.

ratts. tdhfies that James Ley, earl of Marlborough and lord treafurer

to ''(Tiuful'
'^"'^^'^ ^'"\'^"^ y^'^' ^"'l 'hat he ^^erwards Tn1629 (as (hall be fliewn from the Foedera) confented to have tho b.flands granted to the earl of Carlifle. upon payment ofL300 per\nnunalthough the planters themfelves .hen infifted on the king'stS ne themunder his own immediate protedion. and on the revoSn of hf cha^er to Lord Carlifle; and with good realon. as they alone had been athe expenfe o plammg the fame. Sir William CourtL, who firft plantedBarbados m the reign of King James I. is faid by his Von °o mrbeen

fort? KV" ^"^«rT'^^" "* "' '''^ '' have'expendTd L3'"00forts, buildings, and plantations there. How he came now to k?lc
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or whether he fold it in parcels to the planters, or if his right was dif-

putable, does not clearly appear. In a printed account of his great

lofles fuftained in hj'; t^rade to the Eaft-Indies, his fon pofitively affirms

that his father firft difcovered, planted, and fortified, the ifland of Bar-
bados, and afterward had a grant of it from King Charles I, in the third

year of his reign, by a patent ; and that the earl of Carlifle, in virtue

of his grant the following year, intruded, and took forcible pofleffion

thereof; for which injury Sir William's reprefentatives never had any
compenfation. Thefe Weft-India iflands, before they fell into the

planting of fugar canes, were in thofe early times thought of very

little worth, otherwife the grant above-named would not have been fo

readily made. The planters, however, went on in improvi' g them
during all the civil war and the ufurpation ; but at the reftoration of
King Charles II it was determined by the king and council that out of
the revenue of Barbados, then greatly improved, the L300 per annum
Ihould be allowed to the earl of Marlborough for his life ; and that, once
for all, Li 000 Ihould be paid to the earl of Kinnoul, who claim* 1 under
the earl of Carlifle's grant, fo as he furrendered Lord Carlifle's charter :

and thus Barbados and all the other Caribbee ifles (Barbuda excepted *)

thenceforward came under the immediate government of the crown, as

they have ever fince remained.

This year a folemn agreement was executed between the Englifli and
French planters for dividing the ifland of St. Chriftophers between
them, and proper boundaries were fixed, which (fays our French author)

remain to this day (viz. anno 1658): but there was a fpecial provifo

that fiftiing, hunting, the fait ponds, the moft pretious kind of wood for

dyers and joiners work, and the havens and mines, Ihould all be com-
mon to both nations : they alfo made a mutual covenant for their de-

fence againft the common enemy (meaning Spain.) The fame author

adds, that a company in London iupplied the Englifli there with every

thing very well ; and that the Englifli, being better acquainted with
the fea and with colonizing, improved their moiety of the ifland much
better and quicker than the French did theirs : fo that the Englifli were
enabled in the following year, 1628, to go over to the ifle of Nevis, and
to plant thereon; it being but about half a league diftant.

The two nations lived well enough together till the revolution in

England in 1689, when the French, by furprife, and before war was

declared in Europe, fell upon the EngUfli, at the infligation of the Irifli

papifts fettled with them, and maftered them, obliging them to retire to

Nevis. And the year following the Englifli, headed by Colonel Cod-
drington, ferved the French in the Hime manner : yet they were reftor-

cd by the peace of Ryfwick. On the breaking out of the war in 1702,

* See below in the year 1628.
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Colonel Coddrinpton again difpofTefled the French ; and by the peace
ot Utrecht we have it entire. It is a noble and fruitful ifle, making
1 0^00 ho^llicads of fugar yearly, and has plenty of other excellent pr(>.
dudtions, as cotton, ginger, &c. and is well watered.
The idand of Dominica, lying between Martinico and Guadaloupe

has been claimed both by England and France ; and for that reafon hasnever yet been planted by either nation ; and has ftill many Carib na
tives on It, who were much increafed by the Caribs retiring to it, who
had been driven out of the other neighbouring iflands by the European?
iJiis ifland is ftiU included in the commiflion of the governor of Bar-
bados, though the French would not permit our fettling it. The Ca
rib natives were faid to favour the French more than the Englilh and
to fell their poultry, hogs. &c. to thofe of Martinico : yet we as well as
other European nations, did fometimes wood and water on it, althoueh
it has neither ports nor good bays for fhelter.

Defeada is partly planted by the French ; though the time when is
not well known: and it is generally faid to be of very fmall import.

1628.—At this time the Hollanders did infinite damage to the Spa-
niards in the Wefi-Indies. by taking their plate fleet, and plundering
the coafts of the irtand of Cuba. It would be almoft endlefs to enume^
rate the damages they at different times did to Spain, till the year 1648when the peace of Munder put a perid to all their differencesWe may m a great meafure underftand the true ftate of the EnglifTi
£a(t-India company's affairs at this time from their petition and rernon-
ttrance to the houfe of commons, printed in the year 1628 ; bein- in
lul'ltance, that the company having exifted twenty-eight years, by char-
ters^from Qiieen Elizabeth, King James, and King Charles, they traded
with great iuccefs to India, until fundry ill accidents from ftorms ami
enemies, but more efpecially fiom profeffed friends and allies, (meaning
the Dutch company) have infinitely damaged ir. Which misfortunes
together with our annual exportation of foreign coin to India, huvins
begot luch caufelefs complaints as thereby have much difcouraeed the
adventurers from any longer trading under the general cenfure of all
ranks m the nation. They therefor humbly pray that honourable houie
to take the under-mentioned articles or queries into their confidera-
tion: and if upon their examination the Hiid trade ftiall be found to be
unprofitable to the kingdom, that it may be fuppreffed ; but if other-
wife they pray that it may be fupported and countenanced by fome
pubhc declaration, for the fatisfadion of all his majefty's fubieds, and
the better encouragement of the prefent adventurers.

Article I) The company's trade much increafeth the flreneth of Ene-
land with marmers. warlike fliipping, ammunition, and all ufeful ar-
tificers relating thereto; as allb the general traffic of England, not only



35' A. D. 1628.

by its own trade to India, but by its large magazine of many rich In-
dian wares to be exported to foreign countries, as Turkey, Italy, the
Eaft country, &c—Here they expatiate on their former benefits to the
public, when fome few years before they employed 15,000 tons of ftiip-

ping all at one time ither going to, coming from, or trading in, India,
frorn port to port : and that at prefent they employ 1 0,000 tons and 2500
mariners : that laft year they imported pepper to the value ofL2o8,oqo
fterling, whereof the value of Li 80,000 was re-exported to foreign parts
in a few weeks, and much the like of indigo, calicoes, and divers other
rich wares ; by which re-exportations they employ 2000 more tons of
Shipping and 500 mariners: that at leail 1000 perfons are fupported
by the building and repair of their (hips, the making their artillery,
naval ftores, provifions, &c. befide the tonnage employed by the com-
pany to fetch timber and pipe-ftaves out of Ireland*, and hemp out of
Eaftland

; and for importing wines, elephants teeth, wrought filks, co-
ral, quickfilver, &c. to furnifh out thole voyages : that the great ma-
gazines of naval ftores and ammunition, which the company has always
ready, are often helpful to others, as being no where elfe to be had for
money at home ; and they at this time make 30 barrels of gunpowder
weekly, at their own powder-mills, of the faltpetre they import from
India.

II) It increafes the general wealth of the nation ; it faves much money
yearly'to our nation in the expenfe of Indian wares, by fupplying them
fo much cheaper than they could have them from other European na-
tions ; it increafes very confiderably the king's cuftoms ; improves the
price of land, and of wool, tin, lead, iron, &c. : wherefor, though in the
company's late unfortimate years they have themfelves been lofers, yet
the crown and nation have all the while been gainers by this trade.
That the vent of our cloth, lead, tin, &c. in India continually increafes.
That it is by reafon of the company's having for three years part been
expelled the f; ice iflands by the Dutch that thofe fplces are twice as
dear as when the company imported them from India. That the raif-

ing the price of lands being of the greateft confequence to gentlemen,
this can only be done by our exporting more in value of our own na-
tive commodities than we import to thofe of other nations, the balance
whereof will come to us in treafure; and an increafc of treafure will
ever enhance the price of lands. And that the treafure lb received by
the balance of our foreign commerce is tl.e only money which can re-
main permanently with us, and by which we are enriched. That this
increafe of money will alfo naturally increafe the price of wool, tin,

lead, &c. which alio will contribute to increafe the price of lands, as

4oes alio the increale of the merchants riches gotten by traffic. That ii

Irclaii'J, then capable of fuj)plying (hip limber, is now quite dclHtute of it.

I
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I

well merits confideration that there are three differ^nf r • rin foreign commerce: ift, ihe merchl. ^ ^f"«nt/pecies of profit
tion may be a gainer by his tSSc ?or7nX

^" ' ^t' ^*^^" ^^e na-
fend out g„c,ds or money to theTalue of I

"' '^' "^P'"^ A^^H
L300.000 value in retur^ ; yet Z'^u l-^^^^''^^'^ «^d bring home
flock the company may nevShlt'ft loirifZ e^od"

^'^ ^^^''^
fo bulky as to occafion fo much frpip-h7n,f ^ ' ^^^'^^ "* ''<^*"»'» I**

and other charges, as arr^oZt toTfn^f ^^^u^l'
^"^"'^ance. cuftoms.

pal of Li 00.000 will make thP -
^^^''?°-' ""^^^ ^^^^^ '^ ^^^ princil

be gainers by the add't LaS^^'^ ---' m^^
gamer by a lofing trade to the narinn V ^^ "" xnerchant may he a
in the general bJance ; and laftTv Th. r' '"'^"'" ^""'"'^ °"'- ^^Ports
cuftoms. when both th; merchant 'anSrh"^

•"'''' ^^ " ^^^"^^ i« hi^
trades.

merchant and the nation may be lofers by fome

thiKv/am ;rd ^^:S:':^!^:ri':r' ^t- - --^-
counterpoifing the fwellin, freamefs of tt Dm ^^ '^ ^"^ ^^"^
from being abfolute lords ^-fhrfeaf f thevt. u'>-

'"'^ ^^^P^"^ ^h««
traffic, as they have long endea ou^ed ^o^dn K f7' "' °"* ^^'^^^^ "^^
were confiderations fuitable to tha^^.V 1

'
^"'i' ^J P""^^ «^d ^orce,

be regarded. ° '^'^^ ^^e alone, and therefor not now to

treSe^wh-croS;'^^^^^^^^^^ ^^e Eafl India trade exhaufts our
emperor Charles V) the cor^p'^f^ ^ J^^^^^^^^ f^" 'V''' T^""

^^'^-
<lomg u. that, with refped to^Seir ca^in ' / ''^^^

I'
^° ^'' ^^°"^

to mcreafe the treafure of this kLdZ f T" '' " '^" ^^^ '^^«"''
balnnce in cafh by the vaft quant tvorE.ftT 'v"^ '''T''

'' ^'''^'^^
ported to other countries than he L r"'''^ merchandize re-ex-

Ployingmuch lh.ppmg anrmt^^VTi o r;h:"ein"&c'^'"'^;, ^'^'l^'company fubmrtted to that honour-ible 1 nnfl u '
.

•'/" ""'^'^^ the
t.on of the parliament prevented heir nl u'

"^' ^"^^'^" ^'^^J^»-
tbeir confideraiion

; and the roml •.

taking this remonftrance into
to India, though with variousSr '"""""^' ^° "''">' ^^ ^'^"^ ^''^cie

tions'^f^rEaft^l^nril^'^^ -^ i"^-ous vindica-
as It may hereafter fave tl^trrubl "feSr " ^'7'\.'^'^^'^ ^-"^ it.

wars to future objedions concern n^lrt''^^ ?'"?
^""^^ "^ ^'^

be afterward reprinted in the vp^r .^
^" '^'^^ crteemed as to

);.lHce remark, [hat m hatwVoTe p e^' th Jr'i
•"

""I! 'TV'^ P^"« «^'

'he company's l^ing a nionopolv iTtL 7 ,'' "°' '^' '^^^" '"^"^i^'^ of
"bjedions againft it^ T\TS;,^IT^^^ ^'^''" ^^^ ^1^^" one of the
probably the effcd of t he^^ g ea "ru^

"^^ '^'' ^«^der ix,int was
ncal time to farisfy the l^ufe of !Zt '

'' ''"' ^""S ^^^^ "^ ^hat cri-
'h- loudly comphininrof in ueieiTbo'h'"" v'"'"^^

''^'' ^'^^>' ^^^^
Vol. IL

^ ^cntial, both wichm and without doors
Yy
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NotwithftancHng the fomcr difappointrncnts in iho planting iiv «r

trailing to, Gniana, it was now again aiiempted by a company ; and a

patent was granted to Captain North, &.i;. wlio had been with Sir Wal-

ter Raleigh ill the lad unfortunate adventure thither. They even went

lb far as to make a lettlement on the river of Amazons, and beg;u>^ to

ercdl buildings, fortifications, &c. But this came afterwards to nothing,

though not iinmediately : for in Sir William Monfon's Naval tia<fts,

publiflied in the year 1635, he reports ' that there was then ac^lually an
' Englifli colony in Gilia'na, which yielded the beft tobacco; and that

' the natives were the moft tradable of any of our lettlements.' How
this came to be dropped, we apprehend, does nowhere appear ; unlets

poflibly this author meant the colony of Surinam, which was firft fet-

tled by England lomewhat near this time.

King Charles iffued a proclamation againft carrying provifions or am-

munition to France, Louis XIII having, in the preceding year, publifh-

ed two feveral edicts, ' full of acrimony,' againft fupplying England

with the fame. [Firdera,V.\ix,p.i.']

King Charles having in the preceding year mifcarried in his expedi-

tion againft the ifle of Rhee, fent out this year a fleet under the earl of

I.indfay for the relief of Rochelle (then clofcly beiiegcd by Louis XIII,

Cardinal Richlieu being at that fiege in perfon). Our kiiig this year

concluded a treaty with the Rochellers, wherein he promifed never to

abandon them, nor to makepeace with their king without compre-

hending them therein*. [General colkHion of treaties, l". ii, /». 259, cd.

1732.] Yet that fleet was obliged to return home without being able

to eftect it. King Charles in the lame year fent out another fleet for its

relief under the earl of Danby, which alfo returned unfuccefsful, the

boom placed before the entrance into its harbour beijig too ftrong to be

forced. Wliercupon the poor Rochellers were forced to furrender to

the French king, to the unlpeakable lofs of the French proteftant church,

as well as of England, which, by fupportiug Rochelle and other French

protcftants in general, might not only have been much better able to

bridle the growing power of the French monarchy, but likewife to keep

the balance of trade with that kingdom much more in our favour :
for

after the furrender of Rochelle and demoliftiing the fortiticaiions, full

* King Cluiilcs's firft kl!fr to tlic mayor, (he-

liirs, peers and buigftTc"; of Rochelle, was of tlic

M)\h of May, l6:K. ' (Jcmkmcn, be not difcou-

< raged llunigli my fleet he rrtuntcJ ; hold out to

• the lall, for I am rtfolvcd my whole fleet ftiall

* pcrilh rathtr than you be n>,t ulievcd. For tliis

« efftdl I have ordered it to return back to your
' coalts, and am finding feveral Hiips to reinforce

• it : willi the Ltip of God llie fuccefs llmll be
* happy for you.' UN fecond letter to them was

af tiie 27th of May, 0. • ' Ueatlcnienj 1 have

been much troubled to hear that my fleet was

upon the point of returning lionie without obiy-

iag my orders in fupplying you with provifions

:

coil what it will, 1 have commanded them to re-

turn to your road, and not to come away tillyo.!

arc fupiilied. Affure yourfelvcs tliaC I ihall ne-

ver abandon you ; and that 1 fliall employ tlie

whole power of my kingdom for your deiivci-

ance, initil God i.flTi'ft mc to obtain for you ;in

aifurcd peace.—Your good friend

' CiiAPLBs Rex'
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of Montauban and afterwards of Nifmes and Moatpdier, the proteftantswere never able to make head againft the cathoHcs PuSorfrSthat fome have thought thofe civil wars had. firft and kftdevourSabove 1.000 000 of people, deftroyed 9 cities. 400 viUaL'es lo oS
t::^:'^::Li^7::^^- -' ^'^^ ^ocoothou^^TieX:

In this year the Dutch Weft-India company are faid to have divided

fhJZ r'/" '^f''
proprietors, chiefly by means of the capture S'd^e Spanifh plate fleet, as already mentioned, valued by fome at twelvemillions of guilders. They alfo got much treafure by drivbTg a SSfquadron of flups or. fliore on the coaft of Peru, and plunSeH glhemBy fuch prodigious lodes on the fide of Spain it was as impSle foi"hat monarchy not to decline very much L for the Dutch republk notto increafe greatly in wealth and power.

republic noL

King Charles again appointed commiflioners to tieat with the niratiralports of Barbary for the redemption of Englifl. captives thefe/rdfoeftabliflung peace and commerce with them; for which ead hc fenthem 6 iron cannon and 700 cannon bullets as a prefent,. i;^ , fSo great was the power and wealth of the city of Dantzick at this

Adolphus of Sweden being now at war with Poland, and lending Ibuadron of erght fliips of war to block up the port of hat cit) the iSm"dickers fent out ten fhips of war againft the Swedilh fleet wMchthe;anquiflied
;
having killed the Swedifli adimral, taken the ad^i al Amand obliged the reft to fly. This is by Puffendorf 's own cot^effion fnhis H.ftory of Sweden. [E.gh:/b tranjlation, p. ,06.]

^°^^^^"'°" ^^

Sir David Kirk and his aflbciates. during a war between England indF,;ance. now pofl-efled themfelves of Canada (winch then conffft d onivoi the country on the north fide of the great river St. Laur"ncertoee

t;r:ot'rndin:hfr^"^'^'^ '^f^''^'
^ir David's fon w^ra^JS

\ini Ai "^ *^"''' >'*'^'' ^'"^y conquered Nova-Scotia, which Sir

,>l o
?' ,^'^^f

"^^'' ^S'-^'" P««^«"-d ;
when the French agreed To reco -u.e our king's property ot all Nova-Sc)tia : and it is ffid they a 'reedW S"- Davui Kn-k L50.OCO for quitting the forts which h^ In^f noilleficd himfelf of ,n Canada; which fum however was never paid

^

liiisyearthe LngiiHi, under Sir Thomas Warner, from St Chif^n

?!?H Mfv"\^t"^^' ^i"
-''S'^^-i^S imall ifland of Nev's (fo tdy"

,
lied Mevis) being about aglueen miles in circuit. It has plenty of

-gai and inelalles, though it formerly yielded tobacco/ginger and cor

^omi^^;^ i;";?
^^^'^^^"^'1 ^^-

^ n-iltophers, Eullatia, Saba. Antigua,

clc r d-;
* »"^^'^'^'—

.
^^n'l Ciuadaloupe. may be pkdnly feen in
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,. Theiflei>f Bftt^udit wis alfo fettfed on by thfr Engiifli, conWki^-
•Wi from St, CHriftophers by Sir Thomtis Warner, &c. At firft th-.

wer' fo haraflecJ by the the Curibs from Dominica an to bfc obHp.Nl fo
dcfert it

; yet the Carib natives being afterward greatly diminift* ,1. the
Euglifti ngain pJantcd on it. It is about fifteen miles in laigth, t^d is
the only proprietary government of ail the EngWh Garibbee ifles, .« a..

vernor being in the nomination of the heirs of Chriftopher Guddriii^
ton, Elq. who was governor of Barbados in the reign of Queen AnPv,
and who fettled this itte £.ud a good eftate in Barbados for the fup-. -r .

'~

his college in the laft named ifle, for the inftruaion of negro cFiiiaren.
The breeding of cattle for the other Englifli illes is the principal em-
payment of the inhabitants ; and they alfo raife plenty of corn and
other provifions for the ufe of thofe iflands, but no fug?r.

It was about this time that the Dutch Eaft-Tndia company's fliips dif-
covered the fouthern continent, firft named Carpentaria, from its dif-
coverer, and afterwards New Holland, lying to the fouth of the ifland
of Java'} other parts of this country had the names of their difcoverers
given them, viz. De Witt's Ian j and Nuyt's land. Neverthelefs. after fo
many years difcovtry, neither the Dutch nor any other nation have as
yet made any kind of advar igc or improvement from it ; nor has any
fettlement been hitherto made on that country in all this time. An-
other generation may poflibly difcover whether it be only a huge ilkmd,
feparated from the continent next the fouth pole, and may poflibly
make fettleirvents thereon. Sv)me pretend that there is fome myftery in
the Dutch company's not making a lettlement on this term aujiralis or
fouth pole lands ; the moft probable account of diis matter feeras to be
no more than that the Dutch Company have already as much territory
as they can well manage ; and that thofe new lands are thought fo very
barren that it is not likely they would aufwer the charge and trouble
of forming colonies thereon *.

We have feen that King Charles revived the office of the king's ex-
changer of gold and filver, which hai' been long in difufe ; and a pamph-
let was this jear publiihed by his authority, intitled, * Cambium re^is,
' or the office of his majefty's exchange royal ; declaring and juftifying
' his majefty's right thereto, and the co' eniency thereof;' wherein it

was fhown, that the prerogative of exchange of bullion for coin has
always been a flower of the cro'vn, of which inltar.ces are quoted from
the time of King Henry I downward : that King John fiirmed out that
office for no iinaller a fum than 5v-oo nnarl's : 'hat the place or office

where the exchange was made in his reign, was near St. Paul's cathedral
in London, and gave name to the ftreetflill called the Old change: that,

• It i« fcarcely neceflkry to inform the reader that the country here mentroned ii ihat on wliich ilic
P.r.tifli government baa fettled ;i colony of coDviftf. M,
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l^^***!^**^,*^
^'^*' ^^^''^ "^"^ Several orh<?f «lad«i'tfiWT,hUf- |iv^*,x.

befides London
:
that this method continued till thrrJmVi?e « ^^

Vni. who fuflfered hi, coin to be fo ^ debo^fcd /w ^^^
ehan^courdbernade: that that conSf.onS tilZt^^ZZgoldfm.th, to leave off their proper trade of s«!d'mT M-fe ai^J L^"hj^

refumed ,hi. office' „„, .J,,y IT:, ,J ,'Z fo^ 5T' h* ,r'

gained g'eaCy Ihereb, '"^^'^^.i^TLt Lr^inf,,!^!'";^ t'°''of p ate
; witnefs the nipr.^^ «f , » >>/ 1 1 A -.y-^ ; '"^^ ^^'^ makine

no.v ,„ be me, mth
; thereby fhey hf«S he n™«°If m""

'""

lum ofmoney, and the king's excl.anMr hn,l „rf„ I 77 • ,
" ?""''

changing phre and any othe'r Z^ZZctt^VflltlX "''

for the kmg. coin. ,ak,ng .he like alWa^et'tralft Xli::^:
Againft the revival of this poval exc^vintr^ »K«, „„! ir •

i

opY goidfinithj.hti'i^rfoS^tm
'"o ;;^.?Cn,"„rra''irhis right to the office was undoubtedly clear

'
^"^

1629.—On the 2d of March 1628-0 King Charles i^urnU,.n u-
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i)')1::An attempt Teems to have been now made to produce filki in Eng-
land ; as may be inferred from a grant to Walter lord Aflon, 6tc.

of th^curtody of the garden, mulberry-trees, and filk-worms near St.

Japies's, in the county of Middlefex. Or, poflibly, this was only the
C9^itinuation of King James's projed in 1608. There is a place a little

way without the fouth-weft gate of St. James's park, towards CheUea,
wiich flill bears the name of the Mulberry garden, and anfwers to the

deicriptionof the above.

This year tlie king gave exclufive grants of fourteen years for the fol-

lowing inventions, viz.

* I ). For an engine for the more eafy cutting of timber, under the
* yearly rent of 4cy'to be paid into the exchequer.

' 2) For engines for draining marfh lands.
* 5) For a medicine for prel'erving (heep from the rot.

' 4) An engine for the fafe tranfportation of horfes and other cattle

* from Ireland into England, and from England into Ireland.' [Far-

f/era. V. xix, p. 40.]
By an ad of parliament [3 Car. I, c. 4] corn was permitted to be ex-

ported to the king's allies, when at tlie following (which mull therefor

have been ihcn efteemed moderate) prices, viz. wheat per quarter 32/",

rye ao/j beans 16/, and barley or male at \6f, per quarter.

King Charles, in the fourth year of his reign, incorporated the jjopu-

lous province of New-England, called MafTachuflet's-bay, of which Bof-
ton is the capital. King Charles II, in the year 1684, having, for his

arbitrary ends, compelled :he city of London, by a quo warranto, to fur-

render their charters, this province likewife was obliged to fubmit to it,

as was alfo the colony of New-Plymouth and the province of Main ; but
that province was, in the year 1691, again incorporated by King Wil-
liam and Queen Mary, by its old name; but the crown thereby reler^--

ed the appomting of its governor, deputy-governor, fccretary, andjudge-
admiral : the other officers, civil and military, are in the nomination of
their houie of reprefentatives, who alfo eled the council. This pro-

vince, together with Conncdicut, Rhodc-Ifland, and Providence plant-

ation, conltitutc wliat is commonly called New-England. New-Hump-
Ihire, alfo generally eftecii.cd a part of New-England, was made a l"e-

paratc province, immediately depending on the crown, as is now alfo

Georgia and Nova-Scotia j all whole governors, councils, and inagifirates,

are in tliu king's appointn^cnt. Thus Maryland ancl Penlylvania are a

kind oi' Tionarchical tributary governments; Connecticut and Rhode-
illand may be called tributary popular governments ; and M^afiachufet's-

bay is a mixture oi regal and popular conlliiutiojis. In our days the two
Curolinas ?,nd Nevz-Jirfey are become regal governments, as Virginia

<\rA New-York were long before ; as are alfo all our iflands in the Ame-
;-ican leas, but Barbuda. Huhcno thefc different forms of government
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have not very materially or, generally afFeaed the commerce of the Bri-

hfcr^lley may!''"^
-"^ ^''^^^''^^^ ^^^' ^«°^^^ °r

The filk manufaaure at London had now become fo confiderable
that the filk-throwers of that city and within four miles of it were ^^^^^^

corporated under the name of the mafler, wardens, afliftants. and comimonaltyoffilk-throwers. .

"^»" com-

Peace vyas proclaimed with France, and the intercourfe of commerce

Upon this peace Cardinal Ric dicu, who was fuperintendant-generalof the commerce and navigation of France, refolved to maintain threeiquadrons of rtups conftantly in pay ; two for the guard of the Frenchcoafts on the Ocean and on the Mediterranean, and the ttxird to remainready in the ports of Gafcoigne. for convoying the French mercham
fliips trading tp Canada. This was doubtlefs a very wife refoTutionTn
diat^^able mmifter, France being till now utterly dJftitute of mjritix^.

...We find that/ upon King Charles's difbanding his armv V'hich hadbeen employed beyond fea. fwarms of Irifh beggars we^e^'every whereieen, to the great annoyance of the country. The king thereuponYf!facd h.s proclamation, commanding them forthwith to refum to Irelando be conveyed from conftable to conftable to the ports of Briftol Mine-head Barnftable, Chefter. Liverpool, Milford. or WorkiiSton dir.!mg them to be pumflied as rogues or vagabonds, wherever found S-gmg afterwards Fhey were to be (hipped at the charge of the^-efpVl-
ive counties. And it was thereby farther direded, tha' no Ihip (hould

tra rth 2']
°' °'''""''''

"^ ^' ^'"'^^''^ as vagabonds. [fI-

Many were the fliifts and devices which King Charles was pnt unonm the long interval of parliament, for procuring money. We^find C'commifliumng Sir Sackville Crow to get 610 pieces of iron cannon aftm our forge, withm our furcft of Dean, il Glocefterlhire. or elfe-
wljere. us to you it fliull feem fit.' And he employed Phil p Bu a-mach. an eminent merchant, to fell .hofe cannon viz. 4000 toi weieItthereaO to the ftates general of the United Netherlands: for redelmfn.irom them his crown jewels, pawned in the year ,62 s for UooToo^rhuai.ngl4nd was ftill eminent for its manufadure of n'on artiire?;^^£?:vend myo^i: country m Europe. ,^gfe/^,v7, F. xix,/^. 89, 99.]

^

im4 :s^iss lo 'ii'iliilri^^irtrt^ t 'n ^'-'"^
(^'"^i -->'> ^-^ '--''
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He C6nfirm«d: the ftavchmakers company's monoptdy, eftabliflicd by
hk father

; ahd be proHibited the importation of French wines for a
limited time, on pretence of a complaint of the merchants aud virtners,
that the quantity thereof remaining unfold was fo large that thev could
not carry on their bufinefs \vithout fuch a temporary prohibitioii. [Fee-
dtrn, V^. x\x, pp. 92, 94.J This too was probably a monopolizing job

!

The king alfo prohibited the fale of any veflels, whether Englifli or
foreign built, to foreigners. [Fsedera, y. xix, p. 95.]
The coafts of England and Ireland were now much infefted by pirates

of various nations. King Charles therefor commiflioned his lord trea-
furer We^on and others, • to fend forthwith to fea fuch fhips as they
Ihot^ld judge needful for fupprefling of thofe pirates, who committed
all manner of hoftilities and fpoils, to tbe utter overthrow of all mutual
trade between our own fubjetls and all other merchant-ftrangers, fub-
jedh of our fi-iends and allies.* [Fotdeia^ V. xix, p 102.}

The king^s neceffities obliged him to retrench the expcnfe of his
howfhoid, by abolifhing the grcateft part of the dayly tables in I is
palace, being till then, it is faid. eighty in number, for the entertain-
ment of his officers and fervants; and allowing them, in lieu of thofe
ttibks, a certain annual fum by the name of board-wages: whereby both
the crAwn and the houfehold fervants are in the ifllie confiderable gamers.
This was probably by Sir Robert Cotton's advice, who, in a fpeecli at
the council-t?/ble, told the king that there was never a back-door of
his palace into Weilminfter but what coft him Laooo yearly.

This we conceive was the original of the board-wages, which, in all
the lifts of the hoifehojd of our monarchs, we fee to be ever fince al-
lowed to the king's menial officers and fervants. Some farther reduc-
tions of the fame fort ha\ t been fince made in the king's houfehold ; in
lieu of which an addition has been made to their falaries.

This year the Spauifh admiral had orders, in his way to New Spain,
to drive the Ehglifh and French from the ifland of St. Chriftophers!
where he feized on fome Englifh Ihips; and landing, drove the French
from their forts, and obliged them to embark, as he alfo did as many
of the Englifh as their own (hips could hold. But when the Spumfli
fle.:r was gone, the Englifti left in that ifland fet afliduoufly to improv-
ing it

: the French alfo returned to their old plantations ; and boi h na-
tions were well fupplied and fupported from their mother countries.
The Englifh plantt-rs becoming foon too numerous for their n y t>f

that ifland, emigrants from it fettled in Barbuda, Montfcrrat, Anci^i •,

and Barbados ; as the French alfo did in Guadaloupe, &c. in tbd lame
neighbourhood.

Kia^ Charles confirmed his grant to James Hay earl o. . rliflc, and
to his heirs loi ever, of all the Canbbee illands. iituated L ...vacn the 10th
and 20th degrees of north latitude, and between the 315th and 337th
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ed -Tugh Lamy/r^'ench proteftanf'? m' ^""'T^^'
'''' ''^^molnt-m all the rcn s and reve^^^^^^^ a ^P'-'^^^^y. »° receive, during

carry colonies of hL counT/merf Htie^t^^^^^^^
^^

the iflands, allowing him the^vvem:eth p .'rt of th r^^4r'^r^i?\^was confirmed by Kine Chir?^ in ,uJr
'^"'' '^«venues. Ail which

gramed cwo years Sre m S'e 1 of l^M ""™k' '' 'H ^'"^^
under 4e yef .6.7. [fJ.:, P':^'^^/:^^^ *^ ""^^ ""'^^

nee of receiver-penpril nffV.^ ^^,.„ c-

"ugn i-arnj, or the of-

the adjacent miZthaml vZ^^^^^ and
of noith latitude evtenrnJSl^^^^ '-^"^ ^Gth degrees

Carolana. with the Bah'mT^i,^^^
Atl utic to the Pa^fic ocean.

behind them, called mS^?;! iJlt fianf tt^f f'-nch colony

veyed his province of Cai^o ana to the ead of Inlfji "l"'^'''^'
^^"-

expenfe of planting fandry parts of it h„^ .K
^^!

•T^''
"^^^ ^' '^^

Scotland, (in which tha? lord wn<,ll i.

^^ '^''" ^'^"^'^ ^'"^'^^ out in

civil war 4 Engi;'pC;^.jrhi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^"^je^--

from their owi. o^iginaTclntrv bl ni^M v^" f
«^<J"ered all the lands

and beyond it. ma^de a fur^r andl^^^^^^^^
governorof New-Yor:.. in i^bTjani iWe If^w ^"l^

'' '^'

It ^. commonly faid. that ubo- :% Se y^^'
the EnH.n. kplant on the ifland of Providence thechie/J:? ^,^ 7"S^'^ ^^gan to

then quite uninhabited. KiS^- L r .f?^
"^1 '^'' ^f^"^^ ^^^^. ^,11

with Spain, conarmed his graL of thofJ tZ ^l^T^f'"'', l^
^''''

t.nued to keep up her right to the'n .i rL r a ^ .^"Sland has cou-
1-e (barcel/ plL.ed i? at^^o

"
Uem tSir^ -Sr^j/p'^"^

^'^^
and even t -s planted to verv ,V^' T ^^Jf^-epung this of Providence

;

.r™ in caf,. 0/ fto™ an^f? -^veKate'^Jn" ,"/""

•

' """ .^"^ ^ -
iwdl-ffing it. Tortuaa iK- (H 5,'^ ?

Md foreign nations from

|.lmtcd by us.
"'""",«;'.#''• '''""'8'' ><" as yet properly

Iani";„',i;-i!r4":?;^^
'"= '" -

- ™S P™cIa,„atio„, .„ bcltalfof the Ead-

2 z
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' partsii. the Baltic feas; and liave lui ttie fole ca'r'fyiftg^ of our
' Englift Gonimodities, and alfd the lole bringing in 6f all the commo-
* dities of thofe countries, namely, hemp-yaru, cabte-yafn, flajf, pot-
'lafhes, foap-aflies, Pdonia wool, coVdage, Eaftland linen cloih, pitch,
'^'tar, and woo^ ; whereby our kingdom hath been much enriched/6ur
' fhips and mariners fet on work, and the honour and fame of ,dur na-
* tion fpread dnd enlarged in thole parts *.

' ''", '^ ^P^'*'^^

• And whereas, for their farther encouragement, the faidcofiipafty have
' had and enjoyed, by letters-patents from Queen Elizabeth, the exclu-
' 'five privileges above named, with general prohibitions and reftraints

f 'of all others not licenced by the faid letters-patents: we minding the
' upholding of the faid trade, and not to fuffer the faid fociety to fuftain
* any violation or diminution" of their liberties and privileges, have
' thought good to ratify the fame. '^ r*' ^- '^' "

' And we do hereby ftridly charge and command alt our cuftomers,
* comptrollers, &c. that they fuffer not any broad cloth, dozens, ker-
' feys, bays, {kins, or fuch like Englifli commodities, to be (hipped for
' exportation to thofe parts, nor any hemp, &c. as before named, or
* any other commodities whatfoever, of thofe foreign countries wherein
* the faid company have ufed to trade, to be irtiportcd by any but fuch
* as are free of that company. ,' V' '?(T% ? ''i''"''

' Provided always, that the importation of corri'akf ghl)lVbfef^fV^r6e-
* and without reftraint. We alfo ftridlly command, that the Itatutes
* of the 5th of King Richard II, the 4th of King Henry VIT, and the
' 32d of King Henry VIII, made againft the (hipping of merchandize
'

in ftrangers bottoms, either inward or outward, be duely put in eX-
' ecution ; and that neither the faid company, nor any other whatfo-
' ever, be permitted to export or import any of the above named com-
' modities in any but Englifh bottoms, under the penalties in the fnd
* ftatutes contained.* [FatJera, V. xix, p. 1 29.}
The great mcreafe of the commerce of En^and having of late years

very much increafed the inland carriage of goods, whereby the roads

Were more broken than heretofore. King Charles iffued his procla-

mation, confirming one of his father's, in the 20th year of his reign,

for the prefervation of the public roads of England, commanding
that no common carrier, or other i:>erfon whatfoever, fhall travel with

any waine, cart, or carriage, with more than two wheels, nor with

above the weight of twenty hundred ; nor fhall draw any waine, cart, or

other carriage, with above fve horfes at once. [Foedera, V. xix, p. 130.]

Hov/ great is the alteration fincc this time, that waggons, permitted to

carry above thrice that weight, have come into fuch univerfal uie.

• Tlic comp.iny w:i8 crcftcd in the year 1579.
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In the catalogue of the grants of offices by Kinir Charles rf,„.in„ ,i,-year, we have one ca led, • an office for the re"ift„ „f f . " T^ ''"'

• made to retaihng brokers." Tfei°"rxfx« ^Llw.''- '?™'

broker,, X„« ™ probably „„e „f that king's l„cr«iv« ZS^^^

whi e to d recfl the iiid^.cV^ ^^„fi^ u *
,
^ council think it worth

rree Hanieatic citv nf <^fl•..Mlr„«J c y'v"'6 "-iit- port or the

pirates. rcS»V,-«"i rt' I^L'^^ '» "'<=i^

..np,rc. tlKTe would fo„n have beenaS of aMfi^t, t'" '" ''"<'

in the ports of Gennany; and th s "a'e" file , X'""oor™"''

palatmate to the king of'Bohemia, his i.rotherli'X '"^""™« *<^

-od.aCtcs, and alfo h.des. e.ther r:^l.^Z:^Xo:'X2:t£
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tion, &c. for the encouragement of the Englifh woollen rn.inufac1:ures

;

and ordering that, for the better utterance of cloth within this king-
dom, all black cloths and mourning ftuffs at funerals fhould be only of
the wools of this kingdom. And the fall'e dying of cloth and ftutfs be-
iriga gi-^at hinderance to their vent, none fliould therein ufe any log-

wood or blockwood. [Foedera, V. xix,p. ISS-]
,' In another proclamation King Charles obferves, ' that iron-wire is a

*^ hianufadure long pradifed in the realm, whereby many thoufands
' of our fubjeds have long been employed ; and that Englifli wire is

* made of the toughefl and beft Ofmond iron, a native commodity of
* this kingdom, and is much better than what comes from foreign parts,
' efpccially for making wool cards ; without which no good cloth can
^ be made. And whereas complaints have been made by the wire-
* drawers of this kingdom, that, by reafon of the great quantities of
* foreign iron-v/ire lately imported, our faid fubjeds cannot be let on
' work, therefor we prohibit the importation of foreign iron-wire, anti
* wool-cards made thereof, as alfo hooks and eyes, and other manu-
' fadures made of foreign wire. Neither fhall any tranflate and trim
' up any old wool cards, nor fell the fame either at home or abroad.'

\Fcedera, V. xix,/. 163.]

The king iffiied another proclamation again ft crcding houfes on new
foundations in London, Weftminfter, or within three miles of any of
the gates of London, or of the palace of Wtftminftcr. Alio againll en-
tertaining inmates in houfes there, ' which would multiply the inhabi-
* tants to fuch an excelfive number that they could neither be govern •

* ed nor fed.' He alio enjoins the rebuilding of old houfes with brick

or Hone ; and forbids cellars for vidualling houfes, and iheds and other

annoyances in the Iheets : renewing alfo his former regulations for

making bricks and tiles- And that all thcie regulations may be etfccl-

ual, he appoints Sir James Campbell lord mayor of London, jointly

with many lords and gentlemen therein named, or any four of them,
to be his commillioners for thefe ends. [Fadera, V. xix, />/>. 177, 181.

J

The following proclamation by King Charles, partly rtiews the flatc

of the filk manutadure of England, viz. ' that the trade of filk withni
' this realm, by the importation thereof raw from foreign parts, and
* throwing, dying, and working the fame into manufadhires here at

* home, is much increafed within a few years part. But a fraud in the
' dying thereof being lately diicovercd, by adding to the weight of filk

* in the dye beyond a juft pro^wition, by a tlilfe and deceitful mixture
* in the ingredients ufed in dying, whereby alfo the lilk is weakened
* and corrupted, and the colour made worfe ; wherefor we Itridly com-
' mand, that no filk-dyer do hereafter ufe any flip, alder-bark, filings

* of iron, or other deceitful matter, in dying filk either black or co-
' loured. That no filk fliail be dyed of any other black but Spanifh
' black, and not of the dye ciUed I^ndon black, or light weight. Nei-
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her null they che any-filk before the gum be fair boiled off from the
if, bemg raw.'-Wuh many other regulations relating to filk^v^ine-and the proportional weight before and*after dying, toltedbm^o benow particularized. [Fced^ra, K xix, p. iSy.]

S» '9^ FWious to be

King Charles gave an exclufive patent to four perfons for a pretendednevv niveution for melting, forging, or fining iron. lead. tin,Cd &!tandfor burnmg bncks. tiles, lime. &c. with the fuel of pel" or turf re

'

t^^V^. :^r ''' "^ ''''' °'^^-^°"' ^^'^^
r ^"Vfl^i'i

"^^^"''^"y i"^agine that the condition of EugLmd in re-

vfrv ^fF^T' '"^ '''^'' 1"°""'^°"^' "^'^ft i" '^-^<^ timesW beencry different from what it is in our days, othervvife we fhould not fure-ly have feen fo many laws and procbmations in this and the two pre-cedmg reigns againft the ofe of flefh in lent, and other fifh-daysT bu^t fnthis year here was a ftill more extraordinary proclamation on?hb fubjeawherein the king takes notice of the abufes committed by ingroffes bad-gers, broggers, and buyers of corn, it being then a year o^f fcfrc ty Sfdthe more to fave the provifions of the nation, he enjoins the gener;i nt^ctice of the antient laudable cuftom. that no fuppers were vvont^o be kenon Fridays, nor on the eves of feafts commanded to be fafted nor o^nWednefdays and Saturdays in the ember weeks, and in lent • the famecourfe bemg ftill obferved in the king's houfeh'old. andfn the fanSlTeofmoftofthenobihty. and of many gemlemen. as alio in the inTofcourt and chancery and the colleges of univerfities, He alfo ord^nshat the teafts at hul s of the city compaines be forbmn. and that la ftl.e expenle thereof be given to the neceflitous poor. And whe c s fomga ilups frequently come empty into the ports of England, to vklualfor loiig voyages, which, in a time of fcarcity. is by no meani to be fnf
fered

;
Aich fhips therefor, (hall hereafter c^^ly taL ^^1" °

'amhyof piovifions as the magiftrates of the refpedive ports fhall iudgJconve^ment. being only for their neceflary fubliftance till their return moilieir own country. [Fcedera, V. xi^, p. 195.]
""°

wml'^V '^''\r''
'' "jonopoly projed. for the pradice of a new in-ention for extradmg gold and lilver ±Vom copper, tin. and lead, gran edlor fourteen years, on paying one third ofthe net profits hereofto tlr- k n.la the fame year K ng Charles mott laudably commiirionedVnumW

of his great officers of (late to inquire into the fifhery on the Smi hcoafts. how the fame may be rendered more beneficial to the iwionby framing a general fifi.ery company, compofed of fome ofS ofus three kingdoms. For which end he promiieU to ilTue like commif
lions to Scotland and Ireland *. [FccJaa, V. xix. p. 21 UKing Charles iffued a comrailfion, wherein he takes notice thatthe mcrchantsidventurers company have frequently many conCda-able

* Sec more of this u:idcr t!\e year iPjj.
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'fums of money deduced from them, by perfons they deal with beyond
fea, on account of defedts in our white cloths, in point of length, breath,
and weight

; whereby our cloths, in general, are depreciated in foreigii
parts. Therefor he appoints commiflioners for the counties of Somerfet,
Wilts, Glocefter, and Oxon, to fee the ftatutes for the right making of
white cloth put inexecution, and that the fearchers and overfeers do
their duty. [F/tdcra, V. six, p, 219.]
A treaty of peace and commerce was concluded between King Charles I

of England, and King Philip IV of Spain, at -Madrid, wherein what
relates to commerce is to the following tSttdi, viz.

Articles VII and XVIIl) The fame articles or conditions of com.
merce are hereby renewed that exifted before the war broke out be-
tween Queen Elizabeth and King Philip II. and as ftipulated in the IXtli
und XXI Id articles of the treaty in the year 1604.

VIII) The merchant Oiips, and fliips of war of both kings, fo as the
later do not exceed eight in number, may freely refort to the ports ot
both countries, and may there take in provifions, refit, and trade, as
by antient treaties. But fliips of war (hall remain no longer than' till

they have refitted and reviaualied. Neither lliall a greater number of
them come into any port of the other party, without fpecial leave ob-
tained from the fovereign of that port : nor fhall they, under colour
of lawful commerce, fuppiy the enemy, of either party with provifions,
or wiih naval or warlike ftores. •"' •'"•' t^^'J^^*-'' " ' J

XI) No new impofitions Ihall be laid in Spafrt on the m^i^cHandize' of
that country brought away by the Englifh in their own ftiips.

• XIX) No difturbance fiiall be given m Spain to the Englifii trading
thither, on account of confcience, where no Ibandal fliall be given.
XX. Where any prohibited goods are exjjorred, none but the ddin-

tiuent (hall be punilhed for the lame ; nor ihall any thing more be for-
feited hut the laid goods. r-^* .-•

XXI) The effeds of perfons dying in either country (hall be fecured
for the benefit of their heirs, 8ic.

XXIII) In caie of a rupture hereafter between the two nations, fix

months fiiall be allowed both parties to remove their effeds.
XXIV) The fhips of neither party fliall be detained in the ports of

the other party, nor fliall be employed for warlike or other purpofes,
without the confent of their own fovereign. [FaJera, V. xix, p, 219.]

King Charles ifllied another proclamation agamft the cultivation of
tobacco in England and Ireland ; where, it feems, great quantities were
ftil! r;ufed. And, after inveighing agamft the inordinate ufc oftobacco,
which he here terms an ufelefs weed, he again forbids the importation of
all foreign tobacco without his licence, and en-n orders that the quan-
tity of tobacco from Virginia, the Somer ifles, and Caribbee ifks, bf
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lagged hi, r^::irt^°i^:^zi;cZi:;z:fczr/"'''-
'•

"
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' lowimereft: that mvfdf had\.T^r^ * r ? °' "'""••T «i a

rrX":f^ "" '"^^'"«' "«•> »^-^t theZ h "Brhr/th"; etcouragmg of commerce, within thefe thirty years the tradJ^^f h

j^-vsr„reL:t'dtdSrc^^^^^^^^^^^

TTTA T?
"^ '''^''''" ^""^"^ ^''^ P"s by fire.
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""= '""'' ""'= f""!' ''•'" "ffal.

yet in lfl°
""^ "''" '^"'"' '"" •"-" -d coal-pits, bj a «, „ever

whTcS.'^L^-'.rntatfhiT.Sr''"'^"''^'^ "p"" -«" »<• "-"ft^

IX) To make yellow wax white very fpeedily f

pence whe.o/Kt„, c^u^ir^t^t^j;:^,^:^'::^^:^
--
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publifh a lottery or lotteries ; according (fays this record) to the courle

of other lotteries heretofore ufed or pradtifed *. And for the Ible pri-

vilege of bringing the faid waters in aqueduds to London, they were
to pay L4000 per annum into the king's exchequer ; and the better to

enable them to make the faid large annual payment, the king granted

them leave to bring their aqueduds through any of his parks, chafes,

lands, &c. and to dig up the fame gratis. [Foedera, V. xix. p. 242.]

We fliould alfo note, that, in this fame year 1630, a fpecial licence

was granted by King Charles, for importing horfes, and another for ex-

porting dogs.

163 1.—A projed was now authorifed by King Charles for the fole

ufe of an invention for defending marfh-lands from inundations of the

fea ; the projedor to pay 20/" annually into the exchequer. \F(xdera, V.

xix, p. 251.]

We now meet with the firfl eflay for coining milled money in Eng-
land, by mills and prefles, in the beautiful method pradifed in our days,

in a commifllon from King Ch:;rles to Sir William Balfour, then lieu-

tenant of the tower of London, Inigo Jones, Efq. furveyor of the king's

works, and five others, whc* were thereby diredled to examine the prac-

tice thereof by the undertaker, Nicholas Bryitt, a Lorainer, who for

that purpofe had gold and filver bullion delivered to him by Sir Ro-
bert Harley maftcr of the mint. \¥adera, Y. xix, p. 287.]

Qiiebec in Canada having been again fcized on by Captain Kirk in

the year 1629, before he knew of the conclufion of peace between Eng-
land and France that fame year, the king promifed, under his fign-

manual, to his brother-in-law, Louis XIII of France, that, as foon as

commillioners from him fliould arrive at Canada, his people (hould de-

liver up to France the fortrefs and town of Quebec ; and that whatever

had been embezzled therein (hould be reftored to the French. [Fade-
ra, V. xix, p. 303.]
King James huvinfr, in the 2Cth year of his reign, granted letters-

patent (which we have not before met with) for the fole uf^j of a new-

method of making hard foap, with a material called berilia, without the

ufe of any fire ; as alfo for burning and preparing bean and peafe ftraw,

kelp, fern, and other vegetables found in his dominions, into pot-afhes

for making foup. King Charles granted a frefli patent, for fourteen years,

to the old patentees Roger Jones and Andrew Palmer, jointly with Sir

W'illiam Rullell, &c. for farther improving thofe inventions, and for their

fole ufe thtreof. This monopoly brought Lio.oco into the exchequer.

l^FoCiiira , V. xix, p. 3 2 3.

J

• 1 Ill's is, liowevcr, the carlii.ll mention of Int- ea'ly as the year i6l2, the profits of which were
tcrica, either ia the I'ailcia or the llatiite-book. alKitttd to carry on tlie fettlenmit of Virginia.

'Ihc words quoted piovc tliat lolttriii, had already IC/ittlmeri'i Jimali, l'. \, p. 3^.} M.
been ufed or practiled. Thcve was one at lead fo
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In a proclamation for reflraining the excefs of the private or clandeftine trade earned on to and from the Eaft-Indies. by^ the officers a^fadors in the company's own Hiips. there is a catalogue of thrwares^d

pewter faffron woolen ftockings. /ilk ftocking and garters rS'rofes edged with gold lace, beaver huts with gold and filv^r baA^ fe^'X "' """' '""^' 'P^"'' '--^ther'flioes. ironrand itlS^I

Goods which might be imported from India : long neoDer whir^ ««U'^
per. white powder fugar preferved. nutmegs and g weFei^ed S^^lans befoar-ftones.drugsofallforts.agate-heads.bloodlonrs mu^a^^^^^focatrma ambergris, rich carpets of Perfia. and of Can^ba;^ nuflts oflatmtafFaty painted calicoes, benjamin, damaiks. fatins and Sffktl/of Chma, quilts of China embroidered with gold auilts of pf..^

'

bro.dered with filk. galls, worm-feeds. fugaf^LrChi/aSfS
King Charles confirmed a grant made hv Kino- Tarr.«c r •

raung the ftarch-makers of Wdon „LTver "f„^pT o hir,?«

.<f'^.l ^ ^°' "" n-^ePoly of playing cards, the king bouXS^m
fLT:^°27ssS'i

'"^ *™ °- "«^- -
»
»-^ ^'^1- P^^

This year a large Spaniih fleet, attempting to cut off the commnnlcation between Holland and Zeeland, w^re utterly overttownlwMDutch ad,xural Hollar who.ook the ;hole fleet n^dnc" too fa^orfWilliam FnzcU and others got a, grant of the office ut>oihnafterl;rforeign parts, m reverfion. It appears that this officT h^.d been fi rf>erected by King J.me.s. andthat b&ore that hrft ap.Sbunent Zd even

King Charles ereded a fecond company for '1^6 to Af.-,V. 1

iou h latitude, together with the illes adjacent, for th ru^ol^Te.n
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ever, to trade or refort to or within tlie faid limits, on any pretence

whatfoever *. Neither were any but thofe patentees to import any red-

wood, fkins, wax, gums, dyers-grains, (grana tindloria) nor any other

merchandize, upon forfeiture of ihip and cargo. And the patentees

were impowered to feize all fhips and merchandize they fhould find

within their bounds contrary to this charter, and might alfo explore

the interior parts of Africa. [Fardera, V. xix. p. 370.] The patentees

ereded forts and warehoufes on that coaft, at a great expenfe : yet the

feparate traders (then called by the Dutch term interlopers) again broke

in upon this company, as they had done on that of the year i6i8, and
alraoft forced the trade open again : and fo it remained, till after the

reftoration of King Charles II ; yet in the year 1651, the rump par-

liament granted a charter for five years to the Eaft;-India company, who
made ufe of the caftl^s and trade of the gold coaft, as lying in their

way to India ; and it feems found their account in this trade for fome
time : for there they landed their goods brought from England, and

carried the gold which they there received into India : although it feems

their capital ftock for this trade never exceeded Li 7,400 ; therewith,

however, they ereded two new forts. This third temporary company
likewife licenced (hips to trade to Guinea, for ten per cent of their car-

goes, or three pounds per ton on the fhips. A fine trade truely for this

company, if it could have held long.

Two attempts were this year made for difcovering a north-weft paf-

fage through HudCon's bay to China, viz. one at the king's command,
by Captain Luke Fox, who arrived at Port-Nelfon, where he found the

crofs and infcription formerly ereded by Sir Thomas Button, which he

renewed for the king ; concerning which voyage he afterwards publifli-

ed a fmall quarto treatife called the North-weft fox : and Captain Tho-

mas James was fent out by the merchants of Briftol, and wintered in

Hudfon's bay, in latitude fifty-two, naming the country Nev/ South

Wales, giving names alio to fundry other bays, capes, &c. as Cape Hen.
rietta Maria, &c. His account was alfo printed in the year 1 633, by

King Charles's order. The former author thinks there is a paifage,

though he mifled it ; the later thinks there is no great probability of

any fuch paflage, although he made much more difcovcry in that bay

than either Hudfon, Button, or Bafiin, had done.

King Charles gave up the caftle of Briftol, with all its precindts and

inhabitants, to tlie city, to be for the future in all refpe<fls a part of it,

for the confideration of L959 paid to the king ; and of a fee farm of

L40 yearly : by which conliderable addition, the boundary, or pome
rium, of the city of Briftol, was now above feven miles in circumference.

• Tlic king furtly muil have known that the on the coaft of Angola, &c. and that lie was granU

PortiJgucfc were long before now ftrongly fettled ing privileges whicTi he coul't not fupport.
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prince dcfirou? ,„ reduce th"mVh'0^4^ h T" °'"f
™«' ">'«

cient fli ppine of his owr fnr .Ko^
obedience, but not hav ng fuffi.

the king^SfireatBri7dn ice's?'* ''?"'?'^^ ^^^ affifta^ce of
blocked up the town whne rt?r

' ^ ^ '" \"Sl>fli fquadron having
land ilde. ^hey we^foTced ,o y"e,d t'heT'l"/^

^'^''^'^ ^^^"^ °n Sf
the pirates executed, nd 30^0^ ctiSlnf?',""' T' difmantled,

obfervations of all the kings of Eneland rSv
'

?^^^''f^' '" ^^'^ Choice
%s. ' that thofe naval edifices &c ereid h l^^

')' ^P^^^^^^S thereof,
and univerfally ufeful. that hey are Scom^ '

''" ^° "^^gnificent
' nation's fupport, fo far as hey rekTe tlZ P'^.''^^^ P'"'^'' ^^ ^^^e

' fording variety if employmem bv the t^ fT ^J^^"^^ ^^ " 5 «f-

;
by the careening and bSZg of (ht^ Wh^'" ^^'^^'^^^S^, as alfo

faid had he viewed Portfmomh Plymouth ctX ^°^,\^«"Jd he have
wich, and Deptford, in our dlvs frv.ft;

^^^'^^'^' Sheernefs, Wool-
beautified ?

"^'^y' ^° ^^^^^ improved, enlarged, and

WafiSatr^fot^^^^^ "'^^ ^°"^^"^^^ ^y King Charies. which

wLTKlig'Sr^^'stS^^ ^ ^-'^^ of Sir Ifaae
three Enghfhfhips; and tHdiver up t^^^^^^

of the charges of
Diep and Calais.

P ^^^^^ ^^P'' ""^ in his ports of

goes of feveral (hips taken l" S, p i^'' "'f"
'•"= ™''" "f '!= car-

60,600 livres for five IhS an, ,1
^"^''^^ "' ''"'™ 'P-="fi='l. Alfo

[fw. K ,i., ,. 36..-'2wXr:>'';^„s^>''i *' ^-^«>•

Moreover, in a trearv nf nr.r^.^
'{/ t^eanes, k n art. n.i

.ween .he .^o monaS.t waTS Xed°°in 'rnV"
*= •''''™" "•''Ae-

Article ITT^ T^ .,^ i

"'P"'ated, m lubftance. viz.

n.:p: at' fe" V^thTZ: cf':T r .™"'^'»""- "^^ draining their
.-,ch.ng foi co'i^XXods here TuTd Z'^r'". "^"^ " "^

;j-d„otfl„p the iH&itt-crrr„\h^'rt^:^^fe
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IV) The (hips of both contradting parties (hould give 10,000 livres

fecurity, before failing out of the rsfp«;6five port? of France and England,

not to injure, nor attempt to injure, the fliips and merchandize of either

contrading party.

The other articles relate to the manner of treating prize-fhips and

their men.
To this fatal treaty may be t -lely alcribed all the difputes we have

had ever fince with France concerning North America ; our king and

his minifters being fadly outwitted by Richlieu's fuperior dexterity. The

three places now delivered up to France were not, it is true, thought of

the fame importance then, as they are Hnce found to be ; yet it was very

obvious, even then, to any confiderate obferver, that as thofe French

colonies Ihould inctreafe in people and commerce, t'lofe places would be

of the utmoft importance to France, and very dangerous to England :

but more efpecially, our partmg with Port-Royal and Cape Breton is

never to be excufed ; as the pofleflion of them by the French gave them

a fair pretext for fettling on the fouth fide of the river St. Laurence,

and thereby gradually claiming the reft of Nova-Scotia, bordering on

New-England ; whereas, had the French been ftridly confined to their

original fettlemerlts on the north fide of that river, the country is fo

bad, and the trade thereof fo indifferem, that before now they would

probably have quite abandoned them.

Though ever fince the Dutch had commenced hoftilities againft Spain,-

upon the expiration of their twelve years truce in the year 1621, their

trade and wealth were greatly increafed, and individuals were greatly

enriched, in the lafl eleven years of war ; yet the province of Holland,

which bore the main burden of that war, was, in its colledive capacity,

found to be in this year no lefs than fifty-five millions of guilders in

debt, that province alone bearing (by the original union of Utrecht)

fifty-eight per cent of the whole annual charge of the war.

King Charles granted a patent for fourteen years, for the fole ufe and

profit of an engine for diving in the fea and othei- deep waters for loft

goods and treafure. [F^dera, V. xix, p. 365.]

A patent was given to a phyfician, pretending to have, by long ftudy

and great expenfe, found out the following fix whimfical fecrets, viz.

I ) An inftrument, which may be called the wind-mate, very prr ''t-

able when common winds fail, for a more fpeedy pafiiige of veflels L >

calmed on feas and rivers.

5) The fiih-call, or a looking glafs for fifties in the fea, very ufefiil

for fifliermen to call all kinds of fifties to their nets, fears, or hooks : as

feveral calls are needful for fowlers to call feveral kinds of fowls or birds

to their nets or fnarec*.

* Naturaliftsare agreeJ that fifli have no organs of hearing.
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3) A water-bowe, for the more fpeedy prefervation of houfes on
land, and (hips at fea, from fire.

4) A building-mould, or ftone-prefs, very requifite for building
churches or great houfes, by which ftone windows, door-cafes, chimney-
pieces, &c. are made more fpeedily, without hewing, cutting, fawing,
car^'ing, or engraving. As alfo for making bricks and tiles more beau-
tiful to the eye, and more durable againft foul weather, being as fraooth
as glafs on the one fide or end, with divers colours and works, as if
carved by curious workmen.

5) A inoveable hydraulic, or chamber weather-call, like a cabinet,
which, being placed in a room, or by a bed fide, caufeth fweet liCep to'

thofe, who either by hot fevers, or oiherwife, cannot take reft : and it
withal alters the dry hot air into a mpre moiftening and cooling temper,
either with mufical founds or without.

6) The corredled-crane, by which wine, oil, or any other liquor, may
be transfufed from one vefftl, which cannot well be removed to another
r'imote : as alfo water may be drawn from one place to another, with-
out any fucking or forcing by the mouth, as vintners and others ufe to-
do.

All thefe were exclufive for fourteen years, paying the yearly rent of
Li :6: 8 into the exchequer. [Fadera, V. xix, p. 371.

J

Thefe are fuch Angular projeds as are worth the recording, purely for
their novelty : and were they any where elfe, but in fo authentic a col-
ledion of our records, would probably be regarded in no other fenfe
than as a burlefque on many other projedts of this age, and the famous
year 1720.

King Charles once more ifllied a proclamation againft the conftant
refidence of the nobility and gentry with their families in London,
wherein, befide the ufual topics in former ones, he remarks, that, by
refiding iri London with their families, a great part of their money'and
fubftance is drawn from the feveral counties whence it arifeth, and fpent
in the city on excefs of apparel, provided from foreign parts, to the
enriching of other nations, and the unneceflary coniumption of a grea»:
part of the treafure of this realm; and in other vain dehghts and e.x-
penies, even to the wafting of their eftates : that this alfo draws great
numbers of loofe and idle people to London and Weftminfter, which
thereby are not fo eafy governed as formerly, the poors rates increafcd,
and provifions enhanced. For ..II which reafons, they are now Uinited >

to forty days from the date hereoi, to depart with their families from
London, Weftminfter, and their fuburbs, and to refide on their eftates.

.

\Yadcra, V. xix, p. 374.]
After reading this, and other fuch proclamations, can anyone wonder

at this king's being termed arbitrary, and his getting fo many enemies
amongft his fubjeas? frnce men of the greateft fortunes were hereby
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pofitivly debarred pi liberty, which, being innocent in itfelf, the meaneft
free fubjed would never patiently part with, of remaining wheie he
likes beft. Kven this command was not without a view to the king's
emolument, fince thofe who did not obey pun£lually, were condemned
in grievous fines by the ftar-chamber for the king's ufe.

King Charles this year licenced the Eaft- India company to export
L40,ooo in foreign gold bullion to Perfia and India in lieu of fo much
of tl.e I r 00.000, which by King James's charter they were impowered
annually to export thither in foreign filver bullion. [Fadera, V. xix

p. 386.]
A dearth of prcvifions continuing^ the king prohibited the exporta-

tion of corn for one year. And by the fame proclamation, he renewed
a former one, againft the exportation of wool, fuller's-earth, and leather.

[Fadera, V. xix, />. 387.]
King Chcrles by a fpecial warrant to his treafury declared, that not-

withftanding the laws and cuftoms of England forbid the exportation of
any gold and filver to foreign parts, either in coin or bullion, yet he,

being defirous to cultivate the friendfhip of his mofl: dear brother King
Philip IV of Spain, and of the merchants of the Spanifh Netherlands,
grants a licence for the faid merchants to export gold and filver, either

in our coin or otherwife, being the produce of the merchandize they
fhall import into England, as far as the amount of Laooo fterling, in

eveiy ftiip returning home; fo as the faid money be exported within
the fj^ace of one hundred days from their unlading the merchandize
they import, until we (hall otherwife ordain, any ftatute or cuftom to

the contrary notwithftanding. [Fadera, V. xix, p. 396.]
In the Englifli Eaft-India company's vindication b "ore the privy

council, in anfwcr to the allegations of the Turkey company in the year

1 68 1, amongft other points for fhewing the great difficulties attending

an Eaft-India trade, it is aflerted, that although formerly they had a

ftock of Li,500,000, yet m fifteen years time, viz. from 1 617 to ihis

ye? their whole profit was no more than i2y per cent.

Inis year gave birth to the prolperous colony of Maryland. Sir

George Calvtrt, fecretary of ftate, having, in the years 1621 and 1622,
obtained of King James a grant of part of Newfoundland, he fome time
after ren.oved thither with his family, but he foon found it to be one of
the worft countries in the habitable world. Whereupon he returned

back to England ; and he, being a confcientious Roman Catholic, (lays

Sir William Keith, in his hillory ot Virginia) was inclined to retire

with his family to ibme part of Virginia, there quietly to enjoy the free

exercife of his religion ; for which purpoi'e he went .hither himfelf,

libout the year 1631 : but being difcouraged by the univerfal dlllike

which he perceived the people of Virginia had to the very name of a

jpapift, he left Virginia, and went farther up the bay of Chelapeak ; and
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to England, and reprefented to the king thT the c^^^^^^^
^'?

\f''''''.^

1632
;
the king l:iZ.^e na ning it MTrvlanrnTon'^ '°;'. -^'J"^'

Henrietta Maria. It is held bf t e S Bait -nr ?' k^
^"' ^^""'^

free and common foccage. as of tL ktn^notTwndt on?'-
'"

yearly for ever, at Windfor caftle, (if demaXH°\ t ^ ' P^^''"^
by which charter this lord-propr^^tir hastXarv'nr?

^""^-'^ "'''"^'^ •"

as any in America ; having the folerilt rn S J
Sovereign a power

which he (hall grant ouf to htS ?/^"' "'T'
°^ '^'^^ ^'^^'ein,

powered by the iownT^'y o'n^ JCoterLet'&c'Trhe'-
"^ ^'"^

courts, compofed of their repJefentativL duely ek ^ed «n/ f v.^'""'"'

with the govemmene of Marytad any tnl er ^^^ "J
"° '=°"'^"°

America ; and with rcfoea tn ,11^!^^
retained m all our colonies in

all other charter as S ^,1.^1 "^ ' '^ «7^™" of tl-.is and

direaionsofthekinfr,fdcouncfi l^"f"!."'.°''"8'='' '° "W '1><=

to time be fent to them froZ hV 1 ? '^ °'i" "= '^''" fi-""' 'i™

goXlfof'^thl n^eXulr'ifla^a otsT^'jia^'^h^-^-^ 7"""'

he fame in Weadt7 It ha, hHv
''

'T'"' '" ''"8"'. and nearly

be inhabited by about 4500 wh te io^pT^r^V'' '

""" "^^ ?'*''"'
It is better fupnlied »ith fr.n,

'^"P"- ™<i ^''""t lo.coonegro flaves.

harbour,^„7fs tm™tfdl:r:yo?",:^"'''''"^ !"' ''? "" ^^^^
many rocks on its (liores

""'S"""* <>' .approach, by reafon of the

iHand of S:. eX i- I iwl^ fttnT,"'"''""^
fiift planted tl-.e final

having but one goo^ !,»d n^ri! "e^f, 7 T"" "' '"' """"= i"^"*'

Wpean colonies .n l.sti7brL"orbi."fc ^^^^
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European merchandize for thofe ends. Some have made its white in-

habitants to amount to 5 or 6000, and its negroes to 15,000.

While Sir Thomas Warner was governor of St. Chriftophers feme

Englifh families in or about this year ventured to fettle on the ifland of

Antigua, in that neighbourhood, though it was for fome time reckoned

uninhabitable, becaufe it has no frefh water brooks, or fcarce any other

but rain water preferved in ponds or cifterns. And, for that reafon, it

was foon after defertcd by them, and remained in a deferted conditioa

(as we fliall fee) till after the r«ftoration of King Charles II.

1633.—In 1633, Lord Baltimore cariied two hundred perfons to his

new colony ofMaryland , moftly papifts. This colony had in the beginning

a very great advantage in being in the neighbourhood of that of Virgi-

nii already planted, from whence they fupplied themfelves at firft with

flefh-meat, poultry, &c. infomuch that Maryland, being quickly and

cafily fettled, became in a few years flourifhing and. populous. It has

therefor at length became a large and noble eftate to Lord Baltimore.

In this province, as well as in that of Virginia, the planters live moftly

in feparate fituations and not in towns, for the conveniency of the great

number of rivers, and of creeks and inlets ot the great bay of Chefa-
,

peak, whereby they fo eafily convey their tobacco to the fhips ; fo that

in neither of thofe colonies are there as yet any towns of conliderable

bulk or importance. For the greater planters have generally ftorehoules

within themfelves, for all kinds of neceflaries brought from Great Bri-

tain, not only for their own confumption, but likewife for fupplying the

lefler planters and their fervants, &c. And, whilft that kind of eco-

nomy continues, there can be no profped of towns becoming confider-

able in either province, which is fo far a benefit to their mother country,

as without towns (wherein home manufadures and handicrafts are

generally firft propagated) they muft continue to be fupplied from Bri-

t-'in with clothing, furniture, tools, delicacies, &c.

The tobacco of Maryland, called oroonoko, being ftronger than that

of Virginia, is not fo generally agreeable to the Britilh tafte as the fweet

fcented tobacco of the later colony ; but the northern nations of Eu-

rope are faid to like it better, and they are thought to raife about as

much tobr.cco. and to en-ply near as many fliips as Virginia does. Its

foil is in general extremely good, being moftly a level country.

This year the parliament of Scotland reduced the mtereft c money

from I o to R per cent, being nine years after it had been fo reduced in

England.
. .

i;y the manaE^emcnt of cardinal Richlieu, prime mmifter to the I rench

kmg Louis Xlll, a I'ubfidy treaty was concluded between France and

Sweden whereby l.ouis agreed to pay Qiieen Chriftiana of Sweden one

million of livres anr uallv. for the defence of their common friends, for

iccurin^r the Ocean and Baltic fea, and for obtaining Lifting peace m the
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to be importeiJ, and agreed to purchafe of that company his naral ftores,

and the fi{h for his royal navy. This was in confcquence of his com-

miflion three years before, as mentioned under the year 1630. Yet all

this, in a few years after, came to nothing, for want of judgement as

well as honefty in the managers of it : hnt as we have on many other

occafions prefumed freely to cenfure this king's condudl, -we ought to

do him the juftice to acknowlege, that -he did every thing in his povrer

to promote this truely national defign.

1 634..—- The king being bent on fitting out a formidable fleet, command-

ed the city of London to fend to Portfmouth, at their fole charge, the

following quota of fhips, with ordnance, tackle, &c. for twenty-fu

weeks, for the enfuing year 1635 ; and the Uke commands were fent to

the other Tea-port towns for proportionable quotas, viz.

One fliip of 900 tons, and 350 men

;

One of 800 tons, and 260 men *,

Four, of each 500 tons, and 200 men ;

And one of 300 tons, and t 50 men.
This is properly the firft year of that king's fhip-money projedl, which

fo much contributed to his ruin.

At this time, according to Howel's Life of King Louis XllI of France,

that kingdom being in perfedl tranquillity, many wholefome laws were

made for fupprcfling luxury and finery of apparel. A new company of

merchants was eftablifhed for New-France, and Paris was enlarged, the

Tuilleries and part of St. Germaui being brought into it.

King Charles by his own authority, laid a duty of 4/" per chaldron

on all fea-coal, ftone-coal, or pit-coal,.exported from England to foreign

parts. [Faidera, V. xix, />. 547 -^

He iflued a proclamation ordering that tobacco fhould be landed no-

where in England but at the cuftomhoufe quay of London, to prevent

defrauding his majefty of the duty thereon. Alfo againft planting to-

bacco in England and Ireland, ftill much pradifed, and againft the im-

portation of tobacco-feed. [Fadera, V. xix, p. 554.]

At the fame time he granted an exclufive patent for fourteen years,

for the art and myftery of affixing wool, filk, and other materials of

divers' colours, upon linen cloth, filk, cotton, leather, and other fub-

ftances, with oil, fize, and other cements, to make them ufeful and fer-

viceable for hangings, &c. the patentee paying Lio yearly into the ex-

chequer for ,he fame. IFadera, V. xix, p. 554-3

The tobacco planters in Virginia, &c. being kept poor by the ex-

orbitant prices which merchants made thenv pay for their neceflarier.

from England, King Charles, for keeping up of the price of tobacco,

and for preventing the planters from fending any of it diredly to foreign

parts, whereby he might be deprived of his cuftom thereon, iflued a

declaration, that he now refolved to take the fole pre-emption of all to-

4
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bacco into his omt hands, at a rcafonable price. He therefor ^ranteH

• n IhcirtZ'r .y^'l'^r n'^*^
Somer-ifles. and CaribbeerbeL bum then- infancy, the chiefeft commodity that muft fuDoort them nn]

=;/;s;r„r^ ;t"nh^i'"ii^/ i4o;£r^"Ti,eye^
.he«=of from ,h= ,„h ofCember ;„ the Th of fZ, ""P^

n
^"^

"

with cold, til they could no way help themfelves. They were all fevln

Xt n'\T-^' ^°"!i
^^^y ^^^ ^^"^^°'' themfelve fr the rSumof the Dutch fhips-m 1635. Had any of thofe men li^ed till the ^ex^Alps arrived, a Dutch fort ^vould doubtlefs have been ereded th/rf

'

o/d?: fit'^'T f ^^%^iff-ent European nation to a tonon^^^^^

Tfr^U^P ^^•'^^''f f Spitzbergen. they ftood thus . r fome yearsafter this tmie, yiz.. ,) the Englifh aUeged their havinr been^Fe firftdifcoverers byS,rHugKWUlough'.y.in the yearic^c, 2) but ^heDutch denied his havine been (n far nnr^K n„ q l i *i5J- 2; out the

.heir having firft difcovLd h t .5,6 ^ the D±'f"l
?^ ""'Sed

thofe times all nations have wifely dropped their excluHve nir.nfi

A patent, granted by King Clurles in the preceding year was thl,

^isr^^rpie^eSii^^rt^^^^^^^^^^^
other foreign foaps: and that the faid fofi foap ma?e brS'.e W^ft

3 B 2
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Patents were given for two exclufive proje^s, vie. ift, ' a new in-
* vented tfngine Pvc ploughing of land without horfes or oxen, for
' which Lao was to be paid yearly into the exchequer ;' and, adly, • for
' an engine for getting up fliips and goods funk in the fea.* [Ftrdera,

r. xi^, p. 569, S7»-3
King Charles gave a grant to Sir Sanders Duncomb, fetting forth,

* that whereas the llreets of our cities of London and Wcftminfter,
* and their fuburbs, are of late fo much encumbered with the unne-
* ceilary multitude of coaches^ that many of our fubjedts are thereby
* expofed to great danger, and the necefltiry ufe of carts and carriages
"• for* provifions thereby much hindered ; and Sir Sanders Duncomb's
* petition reprefenting, that in many parts beyond fea, people arc much
* carried in chairs that are covered, whereby tew coaches are ufcd
'' amongft them : whcrefbr, we have granted to him the fole privilege

* to life, let, and hire a number of the faid covered chairs for fourteen,

* years.' Fadera^ V. xix, p. 572.] This is the origin of fedan chairs

•in London •.

John Day, citizen and fwom-brokcr of I/>ndon, had, for three years

pait, printed and publifhed weekly bills of the price? of all commodi-
ties in the principal cities of Chriftendom, * which (fays the king's
• grant this year to him) has never yet been brought here to that per-
* fedion anfwerable to other parts beyond fea ; by which negled with-
* in our city of London, being one of the mother cities for trade in all

* Chriftendom, our faid city is much difgraced, and our merchants hin-
' dered in their commerce and correfpondence : wherefor, we grant
* unto the faid John Day the fole privilege of vending the laid weekly
' bills for fourteen years-'

\Ve muft here do this king and his privy council the juftice to re-

mark, that in this patent, and alfo in fome few former ones, there is a

provifo, that if at any time, during the faid term of fourteen years, it

Ihall appear that fuch grant is contrary to law, or mifchievous to the

•ftate, or generally inconvenient, then, upon fignification made by us

under our fignet or privy feal, or by fix or m.ore of our privy council

under their hands, of fuch prejudice, &c. this our prefent grant fliall

be void. This precaution was probably owing to many of this king's

exclufive grants having been declared by trials Rt common law to be il-

legal monopolies, which the king was therefor obliged to revoke and

make void.

The Dutch took the fmall ifland of Curat^oa from Spain, by which
means, being but eight leagues from the coaft of Terra Firma, they

have ever fince driven a great illicit trade with the Spaniards there

;

and though it be not fertile, that diligent people, however, have culti-

• Accfirdini; tr, Wilfon, the bio>jraph<r of King Jamei, fedan chairs were introduced in Britain by

-diC duke uf Buckiughsm. 'iArnot't tiiji. tf Edinburgh, f. 598J. i/. ^ %
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TOttd fine fapr and tobacco pUntiiiom in it, They hiv^ nientv oflogwood and cattle ; and its town, of >lie lime name i. ,Iril'fnr, L^«.d .nhabtted by rich merchant.' The D^^Tb MT^mrZ!°f:^

in a!i! l^r^."""
'^^ company of merchant-adventurers of England hadin this lame year mtereft enough, probablv bv the iwl r.flt

• hereby declare our royal pleafS to te tbafT flTn ' ^^ -"

;
^rchan-adventnrersU adm" .0 <!::>tl^„^uJr falfILl

int^ra;srd£dt:it\i:r^;2;;;1h^^^^^^
don merchants TMke fh«.mf^l««c f— u . /V' ^**- Provided the Lon-
of the outports bTM.ct^lt^/ • bL^ftrVXe^f^f ^^°^^

apfe. they were to pay double the Jefpedii fums l^ler and .T
"^

uho were opponents of this company, allege thTt in thi. f/ 5''"'

.eigus. the company conftantly Sad^e hSome prefexus o^^^year's gifts to the niinift/»rc «f «-> £ """'"'"^ preients ot annual new
reft; a^sfortnSnce 1 ,Lt to r£^ l^',

^^^^^^^nce of their inte-

^ntcrbury. a.e-i:fr5 LH^^r/thXt'd ^^^^^ t^^^^Lt
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In this lame year we have a flagrant inftance of the (hameful as weif

»a8 impolitic bigotry of King Charles I, and of Laud archbiihop of Can-

terbury, who makes his report, inter alia, to the king, purfbaat to his

inftrudlions,. concerning the ecclefiaftical ftate of his province of Can-

terbury, ' that tlie Dutch churches in Canterbury and Sandwich are

* great nurferies of inconformity.' And he prays his majefty, ' that

* fuch of the French, Itahan, and Dutch congregations, as are born his

' fubjeds, may not be fufFered any longer to live in fuch a feparation

* as they do ; and infinuates the danger of the church of England from
" a toleration of foreign proteftants.' The Walloons of Norwich too

were under the fame prohibition, though they pleaded the toleration

to them by King Edward VI, and fo down to his then majefty : but

Laud's anfwer was pofitive,—they muft obey i And the king on the

i^argin of this part of Laud's report wrote as follows :
' Put me in mind

* of this at fame convenient time when I am at council, and I ftiall re-

' drefs if.' Laud, it feems, thought it a great piece of condefcenfion

to permit thofe Walloon and Dutch, who were not bom in England, to-

enjoy their own way of worfliip, but their offspring Ihould be compelled

to go to their parifh churches ! It is here needlefs to remark ho-vV little

that prince underftood the true intereft of his kingdom and of its com-

merce in giving way to that wretched bigot..

The Walloon, Italian, and Dutch proteftant manufacturers fettled in

Norwich, Canterbury, Sandwich, &c. had hitherto been permitted to

enjoy their own opinions refpeding religious profcflions and worlhip
j

but their children were now compelled by Laud archbiftiop of Canter-

bury to attend the parilh churches. The confequence of that ecclcli-

aftical tyrannywas' (according to Roger Cokeys Betedion of the court and

Jiaie of England), that 140 families removed to Holland, where they

taught the Dutch the way of managing the woollen manufacElure, which

has proved of wry bad confequence to England. And-doubtlefs the Uke

caufes will ever produce like effciSs.

King Charles, by a proclamation, farther ftrengthened the monopoly

of his foap company in Weftrninfter, by prohibiting all perfons what-

ever, not free of that company, from either making or importing any

Ibap. [Foedern, F. xix, p. 592.]
• King Charles granted a licence to Thomas Skipwith to make the

' river Soare navigable from its jundion with the Trent up to the town
* of Leicefter, he paying a tenth part of all the profits of fuch new na-

* vigation into the king's exchequer.' [Fiedcra, V. xix, p^ 597-] It is

noble and wife in princes to encourage inland as well as foreign naviga-

tion, as greatly beneficial to commerce ; but this condition annexed to

the licence would be deemed fordid and difgraceful in our days.

The king renewed his former proclamations for prohibiting all dove-

houfcs, flubles, cellars, warehoufes, &c. except tliofe of perfons of qua-



A. D. 1634. 3H

And by the next record ' he aflumed tn himO-if «^t,»

viewing and weighing all hay and ftraw in load, or r'uffes
• nnH

peoV^,:tdtr.V'monsre^a^^^^^^^ ^ent fliips with

.heexpenfe^vhereof anioumed"'aUerftT^^^^^ °* ^^^'^'-^•

pelled tlie Po.tugSeie from thenceT yet we M fee Zl' '"'^ ';
years after they were themfelves expdlS thence by the n'Lr"'^"^'"King Charles in a proclamation obferves tha^ tn h). ^ ?' .

been no certain inter^ourfe between the kA^.iL? fv
'^!"*^ j'^^'-^ I^^^h

land, and he now commands hrpoftmafter of F^ ' ^'"'"
to fettle a running port or two ^rrM^ •

.
^"IS'^nd for foreign parts

burgh and London ^LotlTitherrH"'^^^^^ ^"^' ^''""''^ Edin-
to tL with them^^lK te^7aTlrb:.te^^^^^^ '%'^ -^
m or near that road-, and that bvP nnftl k

,"^^"^'* 5« -^^y poft-town

of the road, to bring in and carrv^Sr^Lf ^ '""^^ "' ^"^^^"^ P^^^« °^'t

Hull, and other pla?e The pTftLe wasU'r: ^""1""'^ ^° L"^^°I"-

under 80 miles
;
'4^ betweeS ^ot'd ,40 St'V/iflo?'^ ^"^^-^ ^'

and upon the borders of Scotland and in ScotLnd 8^ ' ^nr'^°
"^'^^''^

tion for double letters and packets The hll ^ ,/ ^ "" P'^P^"""
to Weft^hefter. Holyhead anfthence to tJi,'^^V'° ^^ "^''^''^^d

Exeter, &c. on the weft ro^d ,nH Ic ?
^^^^','

'
''"° *« Plymouth,

ance to be fettlt'lfoT Oxford Rrm ? T 't
P°^'^^' ^^^ "^^^ ^^onveyl

fo to Colchefte Norwich tdfe^^^^ 'I'k
''^'' 1'^^'" "'^ ^'^^ '"^^d

;
al

conveyances fromTondon to EdiXl toS'a "^ ^'^'"^^ ''''^- ^he
to Plymouth and Exeter, w^r^tdtf trbJ^S'thffifft

other men.ngL nor fbot-^^^"Si;::;:^ '^^a;!^^!:^^iXi ^^

K..l«n,K,h, charter and ^roU-a y gov;« S S ',?' '"""-^
*^^T

"'"-•• "— cr .bt
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thofe employed by the king's poftmafter-general, unlefs to fueh places

\fhither the king's pofts do not go, excepting common knowl\ carriers,

or meflengers particularly fent on purpofe, or elfe a letter by a friend.

[Fadera^ V. xix, p. 649.]
Thus the increafe of England's foreign commerce increafing her do-

meftic commerce and correfpondence, rendered the extenfion of the

poft-carriage of letters abfolutely requifite. It is indeed fomewhat

ftrange, that trade having even before this time got to a confiderable

height, the above pofts were not fooner eftabUfhed. On the other hand,

it is poflible that King Charles's neceflities might put him upon this ex-

tenfion of poft-carriage fooner than otherwife might have happened.

Since his time there have been pofts eftabliftied on many more bye-

roads, and fome very lately in our time ; and thofe to moft of our ma-

nufaduring towns, the two univerfities, and to the khig's naval ports,

have been extended to every week-day throughout the year.

Portpatrick in Wigton-ftiire being the neareft part of Great Britain to

Ireland, and the pier of it being deftroyed by the fea, a coUedion in

the churches of Scotland and Ireland had been made for building a new

As the moft convenient paffage to Ireland is from that port, andone.

all the three kingdoms are thereby interefted in it. King Charles this

year granted a brief for a coUeftion to b^ made alfo in all the churches

of England for making that harbour a fafe retreat for fhip$ and boats.

[Fcedera, V. xix, p. 651.]

After the eaftern Tartars had for twenty years together harafled China

with conftant war, they now ftibdued and placed their own prince upon

the throne of that populous and opulent empire, whofe pofterity have

reigned there to this prefent time.

This year the bank of Rotterdam was erefted, wherein bills of ex-

change are paid in large money, and only 1 q per cent paid in fchel-

lings.

This year is remarkable for King Charles's moft memorable ifnpofi-

tion of ftiip^4noney for the enfuing year 1636 on all the counties, cities,

and towns, in England, by virtue of his own fole prerogative. His pre-

tence for this moft arbitrary and illegal impofition was, that the Dutch

pretended a right to a free and undifturbed fiftiery on his coafts ; to

which pretenfion they had been encouraged by the famous treatife in-

tiiled Mare liberum, publiftied by Grotius in 1612, though Grotius had

not lb much as once mentioned the Dutch claim to the freedom of the

tilhery on our coafts, being content with aflerting the freedom of fifh-

ing on the fea in general ; yet, before King Charles and his riiinifters

would break with the Dutch, and openly vindicate by arms bis claim

to the fovereignty of the fo-ir feas, it was judged neceflary to fet Selden

to write in fupport of the dominion of the fea ; he, lieing a great law-

yer, antiquary, and hiftorian, was judged equal to the arduous tafb



ofanfwerjngfo great a man as Grotius. Mr. Selden had brmm i,-

of Grotius's Mare liberum ; and, after many years intPrn^ifflJ u i
ward reviewed, altered, and enlarged h, as SSTektes' h'

'^''"

mand of King Charles, to whom he ded c^ted i whin he nnh^K™"m this year, under the title of M... ./^/J Sir WillTam B?e.h '^^
"

e"d a'c'on'^f
"'
^'V°r"' 'y ^^^ ^-«'^ commaTfrem^^^^^^^^^ed a copy of it tc the barons of the exchequer in open court \rho^^dered it to be placed among their records, where it mil remlinT T.

•'

not poffible to give in a fmall compafs a f^-mmary ofleXr^^^^^^^^It IS fufficient to obferve, that its arguments ar/^ro^r, 7 '^^fj""':
cords and precedents of 'the titles anrcSLf thelaxon and 1^^

'*"

kmgs, in times when there was little or no comm^r f Norman
exifting any where but in the M^dtTrarea^fTaTS^erfo^ ^^J
weft^H ^^^^\\^T^"

he wrote, when all the madt^e nation? o^^he"weft and north had a maritime commerce and a naval fore*, w I

Snablv Tn?T°"'^ tS^' ^^ ^"^ -^ ntrp^tntT'^rgt"":^

V^^l?:^^^^^--^--y o^«" -'e oth^

Hup of war that had ever been feen in Fno-iar,^ K»f
""i me greatelt

enable him to fit out a iuperior fleet he ordprpH KJc .h 11 ^ '°

try to iflue writs to the fhLffs of the feverat counts aZo th

'^"'"*

ftrates, &c. of feveral towns. • for alTeflln/and c "l Sn^ rnon? ,^^^^

;

-g.out flnps of war for fuppreOing pirftL^and 'ISf tlfe^ua J i'f tefeas. The precept for the county and towns of Dorfftfe bein^given at large, it appears that they were commanded toTocu^ and fi?

Here follows the lift of all the fiiips which thp f^vpr.!
England and Wales wer, co.n.nandcd'^^oTSyt .^"iTaT

Dorfetfliire ^^'^^' '^°"^- Men.

Cornwall
------

i ^^-o aco

Leicefterfliire ' ^5© 260
Middlefex 'Weftminfter included")

'-'-'''
\

"^^^ ^^°
Suffolk

^ ---r 550 220

Huntingdonfliire - -.". * ^°° S^o
Vol. 11.

- - - - - : - - I aoo 80
3G
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Buckinghamfhire -------
Bedfordfhire --------
Derbyfliire ---------
Hertfc-dftiire --------
Norfolk -.

Cumberland and Weftmoreland, jointly

Yorkfhire -- -------
StafFordfliire ---------
Wilts

Herefordfhire - - - - - •• -

Monmouthfhire -------
Shropfhire ---- -----
Surrey ---------
Hampfhire ---------
Warwickfliire - - - - - - -

Devonfhire - - ------
Kent -----------
Northamptonlhire -------
Nottinghamfliire - - - - - - -

Berks ----------
Oxon ----------
Rutlandfhire --------
jBriftol city ---------
Gloucefterfliire -------
Cambridgefliire -------
Lincolnfhire --------
Somerfetfhire - - - - - - -

Northumberland - - - -

-Worce^erfhire - ------
Suflex ---------
London city -- - -----
Durham ---------
Lancafhire ------
EfTex

South Wales - - - - - - -

North Wales --------

• As an example of the cxpenfe of this anna-

meiit, the EH'cx Ihipcoll L8000, levied a» follows:

Thaxtcad ... - L 40
Walden ..... Ho

Cokhcller .... 400

* Total

Maiden
Harwich
All the reft of the county

ips Tons. Men.
I 450 x8o
I 300 120
I 350 140
I 400 160
I 800 320
I 100 40
2,each6oo 240
I 200 80
I 700 ?90
I 400 160
I 150 60
I 450 180
I 400 160

I 600 240
I 400 160

I 900 360
I 800 320
I 600 240
I 350 140
I 400 160

I 350 140
I 100 40
I 200 80

I 550 220

I 350 140
I 800 320
I 800 320
I 500 200

! 400 160

I 500 200

2,each 800 320
I 200 80

I 35c 140
I 800 320
I 500 200

I 400 160

H ii»50o 8610

. • • 80
• 20

ounty 7380

8cco
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This duty was repeated annually tiU 1610 ^nd was v.1„.h ^L200 000 per annum (fays the author of the Royil treaW of En.tnHpubhfhed m odavq in 1 625 )

^ ireamry ot li-ngland,

FnHi-fTi fin,;„/ ^ 1 ,

curing of the herrings caught b ' the

Lrim™,ilfl%btins thus 'wh^°"«'" '^ '̂^"'"P'ny » nothing)

• former da4 u?oTL ,;hole fitervrV^ f^"«"* f^""^"^
'^^'

.minoners were thereby authorilid to furve^tL „«r and to fn 'f•
"1""

abold''eijwrh'thriS'and"rft"or '''fl"''
''?"" -'" "-

N.)t ,^o,coo florins, as Rapin li&« It.

C2
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is made as good here as in England ; and the bell cloth of gold, finer

and cheaper than in Italy.

King Charles, by proclamation, prohibited the importation of foreign

purles, cut-works, or bone-laces, or of any commodities laced or edged
therewith. This he declared to be at the requeft and for the benefit of
the makers of thofe goods in London and other parts of the realm, now
brought to great want and neceflity, occafioned by the great import-

ation of thofe foreign wares : to prevent which for the future, he ap-

pointed the Englifh-made goods to be fealed or marked. [Fadera, V.

XIX, />. 6qo.]

Another of his proclamations prohibits the im.portation of any fort

of glafs from foreign parts. I., feems that King James, in the 13th year

of his reign, had prohibited the making of glals with wood-firing, for

the better prefervation of timber, and alfo prohibited the importation of

foreign glafs. ' Yet (fays King Charles) ill-minded perfons, to the pre-
' judice of our own glafs works, having prefumed to import foreign
' glafs, we now Ihidly prohibit the fame during the term granted by
' King James to Sir Robert Manfell, for the fole making of glafs ; he
* having, by his induftry, and great expenfe, perfected that manufadure
' with fea-coal or pit-coal ; whereby not only the woods and timber of
* this kingdom are greatly preferved, but the making of all kinds of
* glafs is eltabliflied here, to the faving of much treafure at home, and
' the employment of great numbers of our people ; and our fubjeds are

* now furnifhed with glafs at far more moderate prices than they were
' when brought from foreign parts.' Yet the king permits Sir Robeu
Manfell to import fuch glalTes from Venice, Morana, or other parts of

Italy, as he Ihould ihink fit, for fpecial ufes and fervices. \Fcedera, V,

xix, p, 693.] This permiffion doubtlefs related to the fine Venetian flint

glaffes for drinking, the making of which in England was not brought

.to perfedion till the reign of William III.

He alfo gave a patent for fourteen years for making wines from dried

.grapes or raifins, which the patentee by his travels in foreign parts had

learned ; which wines had been approved of by all fuch as have ufed

them, to be moft whokfome and good, and will keep for fea voyages:

the patentee paying 40/ yearly into the king's exchequer. [Fa-dera, V. xix,

We have a procla-nation ' prohibiting any coin, plate, or bullion,

* from being ufed in making gold and filver thread, copper-gilt or fil-

' vered, gold or filver foliate, purles, ores, fpangles, wire, and fuch other

' manufaclures, except what (hall be imported from foreign parts, or

* whicli Huill arife from the fame works and manufadures being melted
' agam : and that none of the current gold and filver coins of this realm
* be hereafter molten down by any refiner, goldfmith, &c. And that

' all gold and filver hereafter to be employed in the faid manufadures
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be provided prepared and difgrofled by fuch perfons only as we fh.llaflign and by none others
; and which (hall be by them Ibid Id H.

iX 'h
'";';^'"' ^^^° ^^" "^^ '^' ^""^. accor^d ngTo^ch Hand

' h^ Londn
'' "^' '''''

''^iP"^^^ ^^ ^^ ^'-'H Ji"^i^. ^nd at fuch placl"in London as our commiflioners fhall affign. And none S S.Ithe faid wares but fuch as fhall be by them authorized Ld T^'to be put on all the faid manufadure^s * ' [S" r xixl ^g^
1,.I

^''^'
J.''

^P'-f I'-^^^^-^^ion. complained that th^ great number ofhackne. coaches lately kept in London a;>d Weflminftf and ^fr f.ih

fo broken up, .ha, .he.coa,m„rpaffi;V:ar,t"^ Wn^dl edTJZI:

that no perfon n.ould go in a coach in the ftre^-ts excem the ^^^^^

^t Kmg Wdham, and by the 7th ftat/e 0} the .d L"d ot ^^een

^c. had a pn^ipai ...a^d to r^ic ::^z::::T^ S^jbilr;::,;;'^ '"t r"'- '"t
••'^>- "°"'^

•h. kn,a . ,.cvu.u., .hich at any u'tc he i.c.ncj Jri'
i™':' ^ !".';,,

„^,^'^:'f;
»" ^^^ "'""'"^
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Private copper farthings, or tokens, as they were then called, being ftiM
ufed in retail bufmefs. King Charles iflued a proclamation forbidding
the currency of them, and ordering that none be ufed but thofe for-
merly iflued by his father's authority.

Guadaloupe, one of tlie largefl; of the Caribbee iflands, was now fet-
tled on by the French. According to the French author of the Hiftory
of the Caribbee iflands, it is one of the moft flourifliing of them. He
fa^-8 that the French in that ifland ufed the plough, a thing not tr\ be
feen in any of the other iflcs ; .id after the plough, it bears rice, Tur-
key-wheat, caflavia-root, potatoes ; and in fome parts, ginger and fugar-
canes, with great increafe.

The French from St. Chriftophers in this flime year firft planted Marti-
nico, where they found many native Caribs, with whom at firft they lived
peaceably, but had afterward fierce war with them, till they drove
them into inacceflible rocky places and mountains. The French inha-
bitants were, (in 1658) 10,000 in number, and the Indians and ne-
groes as many more. It is the largeft of all the Caribbee ifles, and is

forty-five leagues in circuit. Though at firft, like the other ifles, they
chiefly planted tobacco and cotton, yet now (1658) it produced 10,000
hogflieads of fugar, befide ginger, pimento, cocoa, calfia, &c. Here
the governor-general of all the French Caribbee iflands refides to this
day. It is now fo fruitful and populous as to be faid to have a militia
of 10,000 men or more, and 60,000 negros: being alfo finely furnifli-
ed with rivers, fprings, and harbours, and moft excellent fruits, vaft
quantities of fugar, melafles, coffee, cotton, indigo, ginger, &c.

In the fame year. Colonel Jackfon, with a number of Englifli ftiips

from our Leeward iflands, landed on Jamaica, and with only 500 men
attacked the fort of St. Jago de la Vega, with 2000 Spaniards in it,

which, with the city, they took and facked, with the lofs of forty men
only

; then they re-embarked, after receiving a ranfom for forbearing
to burn it.

*

ASout this time the French firft planted on the ifle of Cayenne, over
againft a river of the fame name on the coaft of Guiana, from whence,
however, they were feveral times driven out by the Dutch ; but the
French finally retook it in 1676, and have held it ever fince. It is

about leventeen leagues in compafs. Here they have fundry fugar
plantations. They have fince fettled on the continent over againft Cay-
enne.

We cannot be quite pofitive whether the French did not about this
time fettle on the great river of Niger, otherwife called Senegal river, on
the weft coafl of Africa, where the beft gum Senegal is })roduced, but
we imagine from fome circumftances that it was nearly at this time *.

• The Icarnfd De Guigncs dates the/rj fcttlfmtnt of the French at &ncgal in 15^4 or 1 j6?
[JILmoires Ji- Lilleiatun, r. \xxwii,

f>j>.
^i9, ^10.'} M.

^
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the Indians, and to make
' nour. ^That in caf7of the governor 7̂e.?f
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' weft ilde of the SeverJ; towardrar.' t^Z^T I'''T'.T
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coafls and feas of Great Britain and TrlT ^ 1 '
^'°'" ^'hingonthe
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1^"^"?' ' ^^'''''^ '^^ence

• lie declaration, that oul Sblution i^^ ^ f'
^'''^'"'^ ''' "^^^^ P"'^"
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;

blefllng be SufficientS o S^l^'^^^'''^ ^ "->' l>y God?
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• li^s who fhall hcnceforth/by vim^.^' o H "'' ^""'' '/''^"^^^ '"'"'^ ^''-

• ed. endeavour to take the bemW nr^
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in refped to the whale fiihery, under pain of forfeiting, &c. [Fadera
^. XX, //>. 15. 16.]

•

King Charles again regulated the clock-reel or reel-ftafF for woollen
yarn, by enjoining one uniform diTienfion for it. He alfo en'oined,
that there be only one weight and one meafure for every commodity
to be bought or fold throughout the kingdom, and that his clerk of the
market for his houfehold (hould have the overfceing and examination
of all weights and meafures ; for which confideration the king hereby
appoints certain fees to be paid to him . [Fardera, V. xx, p. 41,]A commifTion was iflued for inquiring into and preventing encroach-
ments on the river Thames by ladders, ftairs, trap-doors, &c. from
whence rubbifli and dirt were ufually thrown into it, to the great de-
triment of its navigation. Alfo another for compounding with fuch as
had been guilty of importing, felling, or ufing, a falfe dying wood called
logwood, blockwood, or Campefea wood (Campechy wood), contrary to
two flatutes of the 23d and 39th of Queen Elizabeth ; and for punifli-
ing fuch as fhould hereafter be found guilty in this refped. \Fcedera,
V. XX, pp. 47, 52.]

In a new commiflion for levying fliip-.noney, the quotas payable by
London, Middlefcx, and Northumberland, were fomewhat lightened, and
thofe of Cumberland and Weftmoreland a little enlarged. \_Fadera,
V. XX, pp. 56, 74.]

In the fame year King Charles granted a patent to the Lord Mal-
travers and Sir Francis Crane for the fole coinage of copper or brafs
farthings

; and, purfuant to an order of the ftar-chaniber, of the year
1634, it was now provided, that the fuid brals farthings fhould not be
forced upon poor labourers in payment, they having formerly been
compelled to lake all or moft of their wages in fuch farthings from de-
figuing men, who had bought up great quantities of them at a low rate.

Silver (fays Ruflmorth) was fo fcarce and gold fo plenty at this time,
that when cattle were fold in Smithfield, they commonly bargained to'

be paid in filver and not in gold, infomuch that twopence or more was
ufually given for exchanging a twenty {hilling piece into filver, although
the gold was full weight.

The king appointed commiflioners to compound with the tranfgref-
fors of the laws made againft deftroyers of timber trees and woods in
melting and forging iron. [Fardera, V. xx, p: 68.]
The king ilfued a monopolizing proclamation, that none Ihould buy

any ballaft out of the river Thames but a perfon appointed by him for

that purpofe. And having already monopolized all the faltpetre and

• Thin antient oflicer had formerly great power, this d.-vjr nothiriK has been effeflually done for re-
wrhich was generally abiifcd, to the great opprtfUoii dutiiig ;ill mcrJiaiidi'zt to one weight or meafuie,
of tile fubjcfl, whcrtfor that office is long lince fo obvioufly convenient tiiroughout Great IJritaiu
jullly in dil'ufc. It is fomtwhat llrangc that to and Ireland. 4
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gunpowder, he now appointed a commlffion fhr .^.n--
gunpowder-makers all the powderTeriWc! m^lT '''*"^, "' '^^ ^^°
weight, and for .gain fellineThe fam^ouT^i V ? .

'^i^ Per pound
as the commifnonis fhoulSVom time ^o time fix

'''''' " ^"^' P^^-
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'° '"^'"^ °" *^"
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^^^
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Vol. II.
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In a lift of offices beftowed in this 12th year of King Cliarles's reigti,

there is one for the rffice of clerk and keeper of all the king*^ ftores

and ftorehoufes at Deptford, Chatham, Portfmouth, and elfewhcre, for

his Majefty's Ihips and naw. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 1 26.] It feenis pro-

bable that neither Plymouth, Sheemefs, nor Woolwich, had then royul

docks and ftorehoufcs, otherwife it fhould feetn they would have been

named in that grant, the words and el/etobere feeming to be merely ex-

pletive.

By this time the Dutch Weft-tnd-'a company had reduced the grcateft

part of the coaft of Brafil, having (according to Voltaire's General bi/lorv

of Europe, cbap. xi.) in the Ipace of thirteen years fent thither 1800 fhips

for war and commerce (others fay but 800), which were valued at four

millions and an half ilerling ; and had in that fpace taken from S^xiin,

then fovcreign of Portugal, 545 veffels. That company, in this year,

1636, fent thither Prince Maurice as governor-general, and while he
remained there, which was eight years, their affairs in general profper-

ed well enough : but yet their firft declenfion in Brafil may be dated

from the Portuguefe (haking off the Spanifh yoke in the year 1640,

foon after which remarkable revolution they gradually gained ^^round

of the Dutch in Brafil, from whence we (hall fee them entirely exj^^elled

in the year 1 654.
The Spaniards having pofl'eflcd themfelves of the two fmall ifles of

St. Marguerite and St. Honorate, on the coaft of Provence, in the year

1635. whereby they greatly annoyed that coaft, the French no\/ fitted

out forty-two ftiips at Rochelk, which were joined in the Mediterranean

by twenty-four galleys, the whole comrfirnded by the count de Har-

court, who, on the coaft of Italy, near Monaco, attacked the joint fleets

of Spain, Sicily, Naples, and Florence, and obtained a complete vidory

(fays Morifot in his Orbis maritimus), finking their beft ftiips, and put-

ting the reft to flight, "^nence they went and ravaged the ifland of Sar-

dinia.

Moreover, Cardinal Richlieu, the French prime-minifter and diredor-

general of the marine, confidering how much France lay open to the

attacks and infults of England for want of a maritime force, had for

ii mt ye.Ts been preparing all the ftiips he could either purchafe from

beyond 'ea, or co''c<5^ from all the French ports of the Ocean and Me-
«1: "•.a" an, and had now got together what the judicious author of an

excellent pamphlet, publiflied in 1695, named, Confiderations requir-

ing greater care for trade in England, calls France's firft line of battle,

confifting of upwards of filty ftiips and twenty galleys ; with which force

Fnmce recovered the two iflands above mentioned, after vunquifliing

the Spanifti fleet, and taking five large Spanifb ftiips, tweniy-two galleys,

and eighteen fmaller veflels.
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wards RicKlieu went ondeftroymg the rcmainsof Span's nt I'a '^T
nil at length it was reduced to the loweftebb ^ "'' "''""S''^'

Couut Maurice of Naflau. the Dutch Weft-india commn^'.
general in Brafil took another fortrefs frl tt sZ^^^^^^^of that company's fhins failed from thence to the rmft f n • ^""^
jnude them&ves maffers of the fanurcaftTe of IT^for^TZV:'the pnnc.pal Portuguefe fort of all that coaft which thev hL i I

'

this day. as alfo of^feveral other lefler forts hrreBvt^h^r.
""^

,?

for orrWnroVth" f ^"f ^''^ TupplLV'^t^a hLd^^tlTn^^^^^^^^^

S^rS^ r ^S'^'^/"fi^'- plantations, &c. in Brafil. ^ "
ivmg unarles illued a proclamation imoortino- * th^* i • • /-

;

«^dth« numbers of hi.VubjedsarJ^^vTye^^^^^^^^^^ '"^f"^-
• and families, with their eftites to the Eneh Hi nhn ? ^ ^ themfeIves

' amongft whom there are many die :iS^^refra&C,:, '" ^"""T^only or principal end is to liv.' as muSl astef.'n^h^^^^of authority ;• the king thereby ommands all the officers of .J rveral pons that they do not hereafter permit any perfSe n/n hn/'"

the oaths of fupremacy and a leeiance n7liV T ^J^ ^^"^ ^^'"^'^

of the parifli. o^hLoUltill^rndcot^o^'^^^^^^^
cipUne of the chyrch of England. This was levelled t.°nftth^^^^^tans, then going in great numbers to New-Engllnd toS oerfl.^r"""at home

: and a better fample needs not to bf defired ofth/wS "'J
this king and his minifters.^ [Fadera. K xx. I if' 1

^""^ "^

Some oftheEnglilhEaft-India company's ftiips having in tho

upon int" F"n"
"'"'^ 'he Portcguer; were feVd i^in^ "w^^upon, m the following year (i6\0 Kine Charlie cTr,„,«. I r

^'^^^

Captain John Weddell/scc. lith ^^ S, to makf a 4va'J^7"'^''and the coaft of Malabar, and alfo to the coaS of Chl^f^^ t

^°'
t .ere to trade in fuch commodities as they coufd to the be/'n

^'P'"'
tor d^mfelvcs and all other his fubjeds foV ':^]:Lf ''butte'EaTIndia company having neither planted nor fettled a trade n rh^'parts as we cxpcded. nor made luch fortification and places o^fJretvas might encourage any hereafter to adventure to trade thkher n7ther have we received any annual benefit from thence as oternrinrdo, by rcafonofthefaid company's neyled to fomfv M t "
• merely purfUed their own preiLV^^wSh^^t^Si^^^;^?
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' or fettlednefs for eftabliftiing of traffic in the faid Indies for the good
* ofpoflerity; whereas the Portuguefe and Dutch had both planted
' and fortified, and alfo eftabliflied a lafting and hopeful trade there,
* for the good of pofteiity y, by the advantage whereof they had not on-
' ly rendered our people there fubjedt to their infolences, but had in a
* manner worked them out of the trade, which we find by the com-
' plaint of divert adventurers in that fociety, and principally by the
* dayly decreale of our cuftoms for imports from India, owing to the
* faid company's fupine negjed of difcovery, and fettling trade to divers
* parts, when they had a plentiful flock and hit opportunities to ef-
* fca it.'

And as all the attempts for a north-wefl pafTage to EafWndia have
hitherto proved unfuccefsful, which, however, we believe might be per-
formed from J;ipan, north-eafl to the north of California, on the back
fide of America, in about fotty degrees north latitude, and fo to coafl
along northwards, eaflward, and weflward, as the land will give way,
to fixty-four degrees northward, where it was left undifcovered by Sir

Thomas Button, Captain Luke Fox, and others, to come through the
flraits of Hudfon in the Weftern or Atlantic fea. The king, in the faid
grant of 1635, diredled that the grantees Ihould, from the fea of China,
Japan, or elfewhere, fend one of their fhips, well furnifhed and manned,
to attempt that difcovery ; allotting thetn half the cuftoms and other
benefits that fhould arife from all fuch new difcoveries as fhould be
made, referving to himfelf the other half,, with the fovereignty of the
countries. The king next prefcribes the rufes and government of thol'e

fhips and people in the voyage to and from India, China, and Japan,
and on land there. He grants them the ufe of a new common feal,

and to all intents makes them a feparate company for the Eafr-India
trade ;. dire£Hng the old company, their agents and fervants, not to mo-
left them in their Eafl-India commerce.
The perfons who fet on foot this new company were, Sir "William

Courten, Sir Paul Pindar, &c. j but the king himfelf; as he therein de-
clares, and Endymion Porter, a groom of his bed-chamber, had fhares

therein jointly with them and Weddell, &c. In this year, 1637,, there-
for, the king confirmed their privileges (the Ih'ps being already gone
on their voyage) as to all places in India where the old company had
not fettled any fadories nor trade before the 12th of December 1635,
but without prejudice to the old company in other refpeds. This new
company's grant of trade and privileges was to laft for five years, dXiring

which time they might annually re-export what India goods they fhould
bring home, and might in that cafe draw back the entire cuftoms paid
on their importation. Moreover, during the faid five years, they might
export £40,000 to India in gold and filvcr bullion, paying to the king
Li : I o per cent for that privilege ; and they might alio, during the
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by the old EaftS'coSpat'T ™ ''°°" **"'" "^""^
The king iffued a frelh procUmation concernins mah .nj k •

wherein he exprefslv enioins chnt fi>r !,- r,i. r \ """ "rewmg.
people, whofe ufual breid™ barl.v 1^ n' "r "'^P""'-" f"' »f W,
in his proclamation of the ^Z^J-JJ^rZ^"' '*!' ^^r ^'^S"^''
maltfttrs in every county hsir,!.?^?.^!; .^ '"^'^^- *e common
row any other TaStar'^ alLr^T"'- ^"„^ "'""' o*^ *''» ">"« fol-

cooper^tJhefL'^mV.anJlhSjL^lrr^tL"^'.''' ^ '"'^" -
ersftal. only praffife thiir .«£TS "^^^ t'Tl"T°aV''"';by the king--nd council, and none but riirh,„™Ar .

""'Sne'l

innkeeper, alehoufe-keeMr nof^M„JrirLn ?"'*''t '"/."''"<• No
tail, unlefi there be no common b^te^T,; T^Zl^, drink^they re.

h=r"o;r^^rf:i^'-£i^^^^
• nobility and gemrv as^ll «fSr7'

(^»*^»"g "J^ry requifite for our
• others,^hatSLuld^Lc^^^^^^^ ftrangers. and
' allowedfor fuch ufes have by rh^Sfv r " ^^ ^^^'^'^^^ ^°^^^^«
• fit toaUowfifty h cL,r^^^^^^^

• • null' .
in fh^ 1 '"" C"""^*". wl"> had the Urged (har.-m th., «Kxnturf, AVd before thi. firll voya« wa^c«n,p eted, and hi, (on William Courten^ wa.^
jxacc. and h« ha, left in print, fi.ndry large account, of h., great lofll, by thi. a/».ntu^re a-mou„t.„g .0 the f.,m of L.j/.6„. «:caf.ancd bythe fc,^u,e of thcr two rich (hip,, ai.d the de^ftiua-on of their faaorie, in India b) the Duidl,which made much clamour both befire aad afthe rcHor^ion of Kins Charle, IL n«i.»^ n.m.
phletabong publirticd t! rt^« the1,^^^^
done to hundred, of /amilie.. creditJ. of Cwfa•"d Pmdar. lu t\^ t„,ty between King CharJe/lJ

and the Dutch in ,66z, fati.fadioa w.. ftlpulatedto be made by the Dutch-Eaft-India company forthe two (bip,, yet, fo late a. the year ,6^8.,' Zftlll find complaint, mprint on thi, point i fo iWprobably no rcdref, wa. ever obtainetHf the SutdEall-India ctnnpaay fur thofe dama„re,. To faythe truth, the Icheme of thi, new Endifh compa..y wa,an .n>ti„itou, one againll the old com^

f An extrad from 'i e man,rf„fpt joauul ofthi. voyage, conuining .the tranfaaion.^in the ri .

Ziu-"T' " P,"*'^'"''* ^y Sir George Staun.ton .n hi, ^aoma ^an mbaffy „ China, c. i. M.
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* prohibit all others from keeping any hackney coach to let to hire ei-

* ther in London or elfewhere ; alfo to prefcribe rules and orders con-
* cerning the dayly prices of the faid licenced hackney coachmen to be
* by them taktn for our own particular fervice and in their employ-
* ment for our fubjedls, provided fuch orders be firft allowed by us un-
der our royal hand.' [Foedera, V. xx, p. 195.] By allowing each of thefe

fifty coachmen twelve horfes, it is plain there might be, and mod pro-

bably were, many more than fifty coaches kept by them, poflibly even
as far as three hundred in number.
The king, by proclamation, ordered the pigs and bars of iron made in

England to be marked by his furveyors of the iron-works, to prevent

the fale of bad iron ; and that iron was not to be exported without the

king's licence under pain of forfeiture, &c. Thofe furveyors were alfo

empowered to enter any woods that were felled, cut, or coarded, to be
converted into coal for making of iron, whereby it might appear of
what condition thofe woods were that fliould be employed that way,

and that they be not cut down contrary to law. {^Faedera, V. xx, p. 161.]

A very proper regulation if rightly executed.

A propofal being made to the king for the better working of lead

mines in Wales, fo as to extrad more filver therefrom than hitherto the

miners there have had Ikill to do, in order to coin money therefrom :

the king therefor ereded a mint at the caftle of Aberiftwith in Cardi-

ganfliire, and appointed the propofer, Thomas Buftiell, to be warden
thereof; who on his part covenanted with the king to coin five differ-

ent filver coins there, viz. half-crowns, fhillings, fixpences, twopences,

and pence, at the rate of fixty-two fliillings in the pound troy, which

fhould contain eleven ounces and two penny-weight of fine filver, and
eighteen penny-weight allay, which is the old right ilandard of the mo-
nies of filver in E? gland. But two (hillings out of every pound weight

of coined filver were to be retained at the mint, vi2. fourteenpence for

the charges, and tenpence for the king ; fo that there fhould only be

delivered out to the owner three pounds by tale. The money to have

the feathers (lamped on both fides of it, to (hew that it was coined in

Wales. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 163.]

King Charles again direded (hip-money to be levied for the fervice

of the year i6j8. The number ot (hips, tonnage, and men, the fame

as in the preceding year. [Foedera, V. xx, p. 169.]

On account of hoftility committed by a (hip of Rotterdam on feme

Englifli fliips in the year 1630, the king now granted the fufferers let-

ters of reprifal againft all Dutch (hips, they being bound to render an

account of their prizes to the admiralty. {Fadera, V. xx,p.,i-ji.]

After all the cxclufive powers, &c. which King Charles had granted

to his foap company in Weftminfter, he found himfclf now obliged to

recall them all. But, in their (lead, he ereded another new exclufive
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. The king gave a patent to Thomas earl of Berkfhire, for the fole uSe
-of his newly invented kiln for drying malt and hops, with fea-coal, turf;

peat, or any other cheap fusl ; with power to him to compound for a
ium of money to be paid by fuch as fliall defire to ufe his invention.
[Feedera, V. xx, p. 1 91 j

Private letter carriers between England and France were ftiU in ufe,

jiotwitftanding King Charles's proclamation in 1636, and alfo King
Xouis's in the fame year, both prohibiting the fame. In consequence
of an agreement between thofe two princes, the route of the public
ports was from Dover to Calais, and thence to Paris by Bologne, Abbe-
ville, and Amiens ; whereas the private ports failed from Rye to Dieppe,
and thence ^o Paris. Wherefor King Charles, by proclamation, prohi-
bited any letters being fent from Rye to Dieppe, or any other way what-
ever, but from his poftmafter-rgenerai, by the wayof Caki^, as above.
He alfo again prohibited all private ports at home ; hereby renewing his

former declaration of the feveral rates of portage, as exhibited under the
year 1^35. [Fadera.V. xx, p. 192.]

In England, gentlemen, mercharus, and traders, not long before this

time, were forced to employ lefs certain carriers, or to be at the ex-
penfe of fpecial meflengers with their letters. Univerfities and great
Jtowns had their own particular ports ; and the fame horfe or foot port
went q*iite through the journey, and returned with other letters, with-
out having different rtages, as at prefent. It was thus pradtifed later in
Scotland, as having lefs comjcnerce than in England.

In the lift of oflices, filled up in England for the year 1637, we meet
with the following ones, viz.

I) The agency for the fole making and felling of all counterpoifes,
^r weights and grains ; and the approving and allowing of all balances
for his majerty's coins or money of gold within England and Ire-

Jand.

II) The office of meafurer of all foreign balks and timber,
III) The office of agency, for his majefty to grant licences to fell to-

bacco by retail.

IV) The office of intelligencej; and of entering the names ofall maf-
ters, mirtrefles, andfervants; and of all goods, loft and found, &c. in-

London, Weftminrter, and three miles dirtant.

V) The office of fcaler x)f all playing cards and dice. [Fxdera, F. xx,

p. 199.]

In the fame year we find a monopoly granted to Sir Thomas Tem-
pert, and others, notwithftanding the former oxlufive and perpetual
right, by charter, of the hoaftmen of Newcaftie, of the fole power of
felling coals exported out of the river Tine, for twenty-one years.

\Eii\ilan£s ''^anct difcovered in relation to the coal trade, cb, 21, 4/0,
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The Dutch from Batavia worfted the Portuguefe at Ceylon, in this

year, both at fea and on land, and took pofleflion of their forts on that
ifland, upon which the king of the ifland concluded a treaty with the
Dutch, and granted them many privileges, and a reimburfement of the
charges of their expeditions againft the Portuguefe, to be paid in cin-

namon, pepper, cardamoms, indigo, wax, &c. with great prefents fent

to Batavia.

In purfunnce of two ads of parliament, of the the 39th and 43d of
<^een Elizabeth, for the true making of cloth, direding all kinds of
woollen cloth, brought for fale to London, to be firft carried to Black-
well-hall, the common cloth-market for the city, to be there fearched
and fealed ; and of King James's proclamation, in his nth year, dired-
ing, that all forts of vendible cloths, bays, felts, fays, fluffs, as well old

as new draperies, made in England and Wales, ftiould be brought to

Blackwell-hall for the like purpofe, King Charles publilhed a procla-

mation to the fame effed ; as alfo to prevent thofe who, to elude the

laws, make contrads for thofe woollen goods in the country, and bring
them afterward to London, to inns, vvarehoufes, &c. to be there fold

;

whereby, fays the king, much deceit and damage redoundeth to our
llibjeds, and difcredit to our cloths in foreign parts ; and alfo the poor
children of Chrift hofpital in London are defrauded of the duties of
hallage there, appointed for their relief. {Fadera, V. xx, p. 221.]

King Charles commanded, by his proclamation, all merchants and
maftcrs of fliips, &c. not to fet forth any ftiip or (hips with paflengers or

provifions for New-England, without his or his privy-council's fpecial

licence, ' for divers weighty and important caufes well known to us.'

\Fa:dera, V. xx,/>. 223.] This was for reftraining the puritans from going
to New England, who at this time flocked thither in great numbers, to

enjoy that liberty in a wilderncfs which every man has an undoubted
right to (demeaning himfelf in a peaceable manner) in his native land,

Meft cruel therefor was the procec Jings ctf this king in regard to thofe

people ; on the one hand to perfecuie tnem at h .ne, and on the other

^o prevent their withdrawing from fuch perfecution.

The king in the fixth year of his reign had prohibited raw filk from
being dyed before the g\im be fair boiled off"; but ' being now better in-

' formed by merchants, mercers, filk-men, and filk-weavers, that there
' was a fort called hard filk, dyed upon the gum (neceflarily ufed in

' making tufted taffaties, figured fatins, fine flight ribands, and ferret

' ribands, both black and coloured ; and although it be dyed upon the
' gum, yet it will not be increafed in weight above the limitations fol-

' lowing, \'\z. the pound weight of ra-.'' or thrown filk not to exceed fix-

' teen ounces when dyed into any coloured hard filk, with half an ounce
* at moft for remedy ; and being dyed into Spanifli black hard filk not
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to exceed nineteen ounces when dyed, without any addition for re-

' Z^^hv^u "T.
^''^^'^ '^''' ^^^" ^^heme to take place

; and that no

than the above Alfo that none fliould import any fluffs or othermanufadures made or mixed with hard f.lk, other than tufted taffetieand figured fatms
;
nor any ftuffi whatfoever made or mixed w th f kof lefs breadth than a full half yard nail and half naU withinle liftson forfeiture thereof [F^dera, V. xx. p. 324.]

'

Ihe king having lately incorporated the makers (in London) of hatsand caps of beaver wool
; and the wearing of beave hats haviniofwcome much into ufe among people of rfnk and quaHty helhereforprohibited the importation of any hats or caps of beave or of anvother fort whatever: and ordered that none fhould make any hats fo^

r ofhrl 'ff berthel Jl^ ^^^T"^""^ ^^^° ^^^^ ^ hYii, woolor otner mm, be by the faid hat-makers mixed with their beaver wnnlin hat making
:

nor Ihould any hats called demy-caftors be henceforth

"?tf ^"^^
^'k '

^"i'/^
'^'^ ^'-^ ^*^--d-d in foreign pans th ymight be exported beyond fea.. [Fa?^./-«, T. xx. A 230.!

^ ^

..Zl T^^'
r^Pe^led all the reftraints Le had lately laid on malftersor malt.makers,an the year 1636.- IFcedera, V. xx, /. 23+J

'

The wme-merchants and vintners of England having a^eed to mv40/pertonto Kmg Charles for all the wines they.ftioSldfr^por^ ?Kking m return prohibited the wine-coopers, who hL already cS intohe wme-trade. from importing wines.- By this record it aLeas hathcences for retaihng wines were then under the management of heZ thrT^^^^r ^"^,^^^ "^^j^^y'^ ^^"^<^"- The kini aTdireded

S^fiS ?^5 'X:^ ±!! "ty^J^ other 4due^t
all .vines be retailed byjuft meafures alone.

lie laid afide ; i-nd that
\F(cdcra, V\ \x, p. 241.]

Bigotry in religon, ever deftrudive of the freedom of commerceand an unaccountable bias to the old laws made before coinme ce be

Zrft''"^f
''^^''

^"^"S'^"'^' ^^^ ^o blinded King ChakT and his'mmiftry. hat many proclamations and orders were now made whichwere very hurtful to the due freedom of commerce ; ofwhkh w'edTnetwe have already feen fundry inftances : and we havi another in ftedi

breadths oMilks aiid fluffs of foreign materials, fuch as velvets Dlulhe.
^

iflues, gold and filver ftuffi. damafks, taftutie
, garter 4b iid andlaces; and impowering the weavers company o/London to admit acompetent number of fuch perfons. as Iclfftrangers aTnatives Lothe freedom of their compaay, as had exercifed the tradeTf weaWn^at leaft one whole year before the date of the new charter wS hfhad m his fame year granted to that company) who Hmuld be conformable to the laws of the realm, and the conftitutions of die church'
3 E 2
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' of England.' [Fcrdrra r. xx, p. 270.I What, in the name of com-mon lenle, had the couftitution of any church to do with the trade of
weaving ?

One of the king?s proclamations of this year was for a verv praife-
worthy purpole viz. for drdufting fix pence per month from fea of-
hcers pay, and four pence per month from all failors wages, in the mer-
chants fervice m the port of London, to be applied for the reliefofmaim-
ed (hipwrecked, or otherwife diftreffed failors in the merchants fervice
and of the poor widows and children of fuch as fhould be killed or loft
in merchandizing voyages. This money to be under the management of
the corporation of the trinity-houle, then kept at RatcUffe : excepting
however, failors m the Eaft-India company's fervice, who had even fd
early as this time, as they ftiU have, a provifion of this kind fettled on
them. [Fa^/era, F. xx. p. 278.] In our own days a charitable corpora-
tion, for this good purpofe, has been lately ereded in London, fupport-
ed by voluntary contributions of merchants, &c.
King Charles fomewhat relaxed his claim of fhip-money for the fuc-

ceedmg year : for although it is faid to be levied all over England as in
the two preceding years, yet it was now to be only for eighteen fhips
and pinnaces

; but, how the aflefrmeni for this levy was made, does not
appear. Poffibly the clamour that the levying of it at all, without the
confent of parhament, and Mr. Hambden's trial for refufing to pay it
had now begun to make that prince more cautious in the cxtenfion of
his prerogative, and he now direds his lord-admiral, the earl of North-
umberland, to fupply, as ufual, fhips out of his own navy for fuch
counties whole fituation difabled them from fitting out any themfelves
and to apply the money they fhall pay to him as therein direded. \Fa~
dern, V. xx, p. 2S6.]

King Charles iiTucd a proclamation againft felling or exporting tin
from Devonflure and Cornwall, until it be duely alfayed, weighed and
cmned, (as the ftamping of it is termed by the ftannary laws) by his
officers. He alfo prohibited the importation of tin from foreign parts
[Fadera, K xx, p. 289.]
The EngliOi Eafl-India company having reprefented to King Charles

the great Icarcity of Spanifh filver, whereby they were difabled Irom'
fupplying ihemlelves with a fiifficient (luantity for their intended voy-
age to Pcrha and India with three (hips ; he hcenced them to exp.iit
L20,ooo in foreign gold ; or if that could not be done, in Englilh gold;
any law ttatute, act of parliament, proclamation, &c. to the contraiy
notwithftanding. [Fcedera. V. xx, p. 298.]

There was coined at the mint in the tower of London from March
1 6 19 to March i6.:;8, L6,9OO,042 : 1 1 : i in gold and filver. Uiappy

Juturejlate of England, />. 78, folio, 1698.)
Cardinal Rich lieu feems to have underftood, very early, the great im-
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FriTi," "IZ^'^ '}' ^'""'^ V/,=S.Tndia iflands would prove even before Ihey had any fugar-canes planted in them : aud hav°nB\hI^I„^'

Tj<iTf "^
^i'^'r^ T'^'- « heart, he laboureS to five hiffo^vereign Louis Xffl, ftvoumble impreflions of them althm„h ,1,

;£l:£;t"rSt-te^' """ "-= P-'-'-rMart.ta"n5

hJ^r^
Engl.fh Weft-India iflands were alfo encouraged at this time and

1639.—The Spamfh monarchy, thouch vifiblv dfclinino- in »i,» .

1639. made the greatest effort at fea that h had Ir dorfmce U^e ffmous armada m ,588 ; for it confifted of 67 large fliiprfrom CornnnTcarrying 25000 feamen and ,2.000 foldicrs. Tl is^great arml "n'tended to reheve Dunkirk, before which the Dutch fleft lay and othe^"

in^^ftei i^d^srr^d rrso-:xrSiH

.0 preferve a neutraJi.y between -ihofe twTh'uge ge t^^wnarthfvT/jwatchmg each others motions, for near three weeks „nth. l„ ff ^Kent. This terrible blow, followed by fcver^l fubf qu^nt defe.s at 1^by the French, entirely broke the naval power of Spain foTnetrT^recover,! m any degree till our own times. TheFe Sifafter,ScdSpam to come ntto terms with the Dutch at the treaty of Munfter
'

In this year a treaty of peace and commerce betwin Ki^Tr^ , .
ot England .nnd Chr.ftian Iv of Denmarrwas cone ,Sed K &>'Th„mas^^Rowe at Gluckftad

: the following aie'the articlettlltm^,^' 'ot
III) No warlike fuccours, either in money nrovifinnc m-r^cnu.„, machmes. guns, &c. fliall be fupp.ie'd .rtl^^r^^To ^1^;
IV) If any power fliall attack either of the contraflin„ ,„r.- u

out provocation, or Ihall make any preteni ons
™

a d' « ^^ 7nonty over, any of his countries o'r Lminions not aflu: , poflefled ''b;ll.e claimer. then the other party, ,f not at war himlV il, u
^

months a, f.rtheft, fupply him ^kk the folb, ng ftio wiv '",7:
01 .50 or .00 tons each, and ,50 or 200 tnen, a'nd IJ ^ie^of o'dt
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iwnce in each fliip
; and 4 other (hips of 100 to 120 tons each, carryw

mg 100 or 120 men, and 16 cannon in each (hip: and fupplied with
nil fuitable ftores by the fender, and with three months provifxons ; but
afterwards, during the war, they (hall be fupplied, &c. by the party
whom they are fent 10 nfTitt.

XIV) Tlie king of Great Britain's fubjeds (hall not refort to the
ports of the king of Denmark prohibited by former treaties, without
the fpecial licence of his Danifli majefty a(ked and granted, unlefs com-
pelled to it by ftorm : in which laft cafe they (hali by no means trade
there.

XV) Ships and merchandize wrecked on the coafts of either c. a-
trafting party may be freely claimed by the proper owners ; and the na-
tives of thofe coafts (hall not injure nor obftrud them,, but (hall rather
be ready to aflift them, being paid for their trouble.
XIX) And becaufc the iflands of Orkney and of Shetland cannot

well be omitted to be mentioned in this treaty, it is now agreed, that,
during the lives of both kings, and the life of the longeft liver of them,
nothing (hall be moved or treated of concerning them ; faving always,
neverthelefs, the rights or pretenfions of their fucce(rors.
XX) Nothing in this treaty (hall derogate from former ones, unlefs

where exprefsly repealed by the prefent treaty. [Fadera, K xx, p. z:i6.}Kmg Charles being at York, on the 9th of April 1639, going to fup-
prefs the Scottifh rebellion, he found himfelf obliged, 'in order to quiet
the minds of his people, to publifli the following proclamation, for re-
voking many of his illegal grants and monopolies, viz.

Whereas divers grants, licences, privileges, and corimidions, had
been procured from him, on pretences for the common good and pro(k
of his fubjeds, which fince,. upon experience, have been found to be
prejudicial and inconvenient to his people, and in their execution have
been notorioufly abufed : he is now pleafed, of his mere grace and fa-
vour, with the advice of his privy council, to declare thefe following to
be utterly void and revoked, viz.

' A commiffion touching cottages and inmates.* This was granted
laft year, to compound with all fuch as had built cottages, without four
acres of land annexed to each of them ; and with fuch as fufFercd in-
mates, or more families than, one, to refide in any of the faid cottages.

' A commiffion touching fcriveners and lookers.
• For compounding with offenders touching tobacco,'

i. e. fuch as fold it without the king's (lamp.
' For compounding with offenders for tranfportation

of butter beyond fea,* without his ftamp and li-

cence.

* For compounding with oflfenders for importing or
ufing logwood.
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fl^eriffs, for felling their un-

^ For compounding for the deftrudion of woods bviron-works. ^
'

^IS";tntr'
^'^"°-^--- -thin twenty

* For a licence to export flieep-flcins and lamb-fkinstc- compounding with the dreflers of venifon, phea-
lants and partridges, in inns, alehoufes, ordinarie,,
and taverns. '

For licenfing brewers,

i

For the fole tranfporting of lamperns.
^or weighing hay and ftraw.

' For an office of regifter to the commifllon of bank-rupts, m divers counties.
• For gauging red herrings.

]
For marking iron made in England.
ror lealing bone-lace.

* For rnarking and gauging butter ca/ks.
For the privilege of ufing kelp and fea-weed.

^
For feahng hnen cloths.
For gathering rags.

;

For a grant of a fadory for Scottifh merchantsFor fearchmg and fealing foreign hops.
For ieahng buttons.

^

gran^J.
'""^^ '''""' P^'^^""' ^^ ^-^<^"--» before judgement

' All patents for new inventions, not put in pracUce wirh.n .1years from the date of their refpedive grams
^^''^^

' The feveral grants of incorporation to hatband-makers cmtn,-;,.

By thefc and all other projeas of fmail note the l-ir,„ „,. i

to have raifed about Ijoo.obo yearly accordi.^ to T, T J''^^°'\'"^
the Royal treafury of Englknd, SvrLonZ .^.J / 84°°'

'"""="

p™iL';:r:fT;t™:o^i,'-:™^^
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bited the exportation of wool, woolfels, woollen-yarn, fullers-eartb and
tobacco-pipc-clay, (now found to be of the fame nature and ufe 'with
fullers-earth) by the exportation whereof, he is informed, there is i

great decay of the woollen manufadture. [Fadero, V. xx, p. 342.]The king abridged the extravagant authority which he had formerly
granted to the clerk of the market of his houfehold, and to the wateV
baihlr. He alfo revoked his charter of incoporaiion to the makers of
bncks and tdes near London and Weftmjnfter, as being found hurtful
And ordered that the ifTues of jurors (hould not be farmed, as beinc -i

grievance to many of his fubjeds. IFadera, V. xx, p. 344.]
The kmg ordered that an inquiry fhould be made into the condud

of Peter Richaut merchant, treafurer of the fiftiery company, concern-
ing oppremons and wrongs done by him to fundry poor tradefmen deal-
ing with that company

: to inquire alfo, whether the flock of the
company be dimmilhed ? and if fo, how it came to be fo ? alfo to in-
quire into all other matters relating to the fiftiery company, and into
the means of fettling that bufinefs, for the beft advantage of the com-
monwealth of our kingdoms : to the end, that upon return of the
laid commiflion» it may appear which way fo worthy an undertaking
for the honour of us and the common good of our fubjeas may be
advanced, &c. \Fadera, V. xx. p. 346.]
The king commiflioned five perfons to repair to the ifland of Bar-

bados, and to remove the pretended governoi of it, who prefumed to
contmue to ad as fucb, after another had been appointed by James earl
of Carhfle. The commilFion recites, that Barbados was efteemed one
of the Caribbee ifles, and a part of the province of Carlifle iii America
granted to James Hay the late carl of Carlifte. and to his heirs. It feems'
that this pretended governor (Captain Henry Hawley) liad only had a
tommilfion from the king, in the beginning of this year, for treating
with the inhabitants of Barbados, and other ifiands, concerning a mo-
deration to be held in the planting of tobacco, (fugar not being as yet
produced in any r^ them) and for regulating the prices thereof; ' and
' for none other employment intended by us,' fays the king ; under
colour of which he took on himielf the aile of lieutenant-general and
governor of Barbados, &c. [Fiedera, F. xx, p. 357.]

This year the Enghfti firft fettled on the pleafant iftand of St, Lucia
within feven leagues of Martinico, feven alfo from St. Vincents, and
twenty-four from Barbados, being twenty-four miles in length and eleven
in breadth, abounding with plenty of timber, proper for houfes and
mills, with which the neighbouring ifles, Iwth Englifli and French, are
flill fupplied. It has alfo plenty of fuftic and cocoa, and good harbours
and anchoring places. Two years after, the Englifti governor and moft
ot his people were murdered by the Carib natives, and the reft driven
out of the ifland by tiie inftigation, as was fufpeded, of the French at
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King Charles being engaged in preparing for a religious war with the
Scots, and not as yet ftooping to call an Englifh parliament for a fupplv,
fell on very cxtraoi inary methods for raifmg money : amongft others,
lie this year bought all the pepper belonging to the Eaft-India company
upon credit, which he fold out again for ready money. In a ftated ac-
count of money difburfed out of the tonnage and poundage duty for

the navy, to the 9th of June 1642, ^ve find the following payment, viz.
' to the Eaft-India company, in part of a debt owing to them by his
* majefty for pepper, bought by my Lord Cottington, Lg4i 3 : 14:7.'

In King Charles's fpecial commiffion for making provifion for his

army going againft Scotland, we find that bows and arrows were ftill in

ufe ; and that ftone fhot or cannon bullets of ftone (as well as of iron)-

were ufed for their fire-artillery. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 417.]
King Charles being in this fame year informed, that a tin mine was

lately difcovered in Barbary, and being on that account apprehenfive of
the decre;ife of his revenue from the tin mines of Cornwall and Devon-
fhire, * by proclamation, prohibited the importation of foreign tin, as
* alfo carrying the tin of Barbary to any other place whatever in Eng-
* lifh ftiipping. Alfo for promoting the confumption of Englifh tin and
' pewter in his realms, he directs, that all the meafures for wine, ale,

' beer, 8cc. ufed in taverns, vidualing-houfes', fhops, &c. fhall be of
* tin or pewter, and fhall be damped or fealed.' {Fadera, V. xx, />..

423-]
We nmv meet with the firft mention of a conful-general for England

at Alicant, in Spain : the preamble of whofe commiffion runs as fol-

lows.

' Whereas we are given to underftand, how convenient and neceflary
* it is for the good of our loving fubje<3:s trading to Alicant in the king-
^ dom of Valencia, to have fome perfon of judgement and experience,
' able to govern and "^red them in their juft and lawful occafions, to be
* placed and appoir t,^ as conful there. Know ye,' &c.

This conful's allowances were to be, the antient allowance of two
ducats on every Britifh (hip trading to that port, and alfo one fourth

per cent fbr all merchandize of Ihips trading thither. {Fadera, V. xx,

King Charles's inability to oppofe the Scottifh army, now preparing

to march to the borders of England, obliged him at length to call an
Englifli parliament, fo much againft his liking, after twelve years in-

termifllon. He began with demanding of the houfe of commons a

fufficient fupply for this war : and he alleged, that all the neighbouring
princes were preparing great fleets of fhips ; and that the Algerines had
alfo prepared no fewer than fixty fail of fhips, that they had taken div-

ers Englifh (hips, and particularly CiiC on the Spanifh coaft, called the

Rebecca of London, worth at leaft L26o,ooo. But the commons thought



A. D, 1640.
^,j

the immediate redref*! nf tVtfi,- •««
than an imLd ate f^ply fo hi^w^^ ^T^'"''' ""Z F''''' ^^Portance
that he haflily and ve^fwr Iv d2K-J^K "'''r^''^

'^'' ^^"^ ^° '""^h.
ad had been pafled rwhich^ as^ LoM cl eXn'^'^'"^

^'^^" ^^^^ °"^
after repented of. For ruvZin^Lr °'^"'' }'^ "^mediately
a parHa^ent, he took fundry^e^rforll'f'"'

.^^"'^^^^'^ ^"'^-"^
fuch as coat and condud mlUv f ^ methods of raifmg money

;

laid on the city of Lonlrfo? hT '''"y
^^^'fy > ^" exorbitant fi^e

lands in IrelanVthan w^Lm^f^^^^ '' t ""'^ed. occupied more
was, their refufing him '

foan of I ^
'^''/'^^ ^' '^^^ ^^"^ ^^^^«'^

forcibly borroweLSp ri.r\
^^^°'°^°' ^'h^^h L200.0C0 had been

king's mhuTthe towe. ofTonln "'hY Y''''
''^"^ "^^^^ ^ ^^e

before banking withTo dfmitrl,^: -^^'"^P^^^- ^' ^l^ewhere noted,
made a kind J' ba^^k rreToWv f

""

"f^
'" ^°"''°"' "'^« ^i" "o^^

in; but which. ^^erZ clfZit\Tfr'r f"
^°^'g^ ^heir money

never after was trufted n ThTf ^ '''' "^^^^ ^° " '""^'^ °f L200.000
the lenders thr^cud y ^^ lis'uftTmT' TSb;'-""^' ^,^^ 'J"^

^avJ
made for his prefent fuDulv hv hi? •

^"^^^"P'^^n ''^^o had been
(Lord Staffordalone fubM;in. T f ^"7 counfellors and favourites,

dergy ia convocation S^^^^^ befide all thefe. the
folution of this parliamen ffVaTed h^^^ ^f

'-"^'^^ the dif-

to be paid in ifx ye"! it'thtt^f 1^"^^^^^^^ "^ ^^°'°°° ^-'^'
to the valuation of their livinJ I. ^^

, ^ P°""^' according
after all thefe aids and \li fi?.

^ ' '^' '".-^^'^ ^'"S'** ^ooks. Yet
lumlelf unabi;tomaint Lht^aZ^^^^ ^>^ ^^"^ ^'^^ing
only, for lefs than L200 oco he wl 1 ^'^°° T"'

*"'* '^'"' '"^^thl
porary treaty with commtffionersfrom^hr^^^^^^ '° "°"^'"^^ ^ t^™-
feated part of his troops ar^kenoSn^ "J^L^'^^yA

^^^° ^'^ de-
by which the Scotti/:;my'w:^to'be^^^^^^^^^^^^ 0^''^^ ^f^'

mamtenance. For defravinp- fn ZJ^^
Allowed L850 a-day for their

other effedual me.nT but f nnW'
^ ""' ^",«Penfe, there was now no

conrtrained to c"^^.<^whidfme" onT^ ^'"i^
^^^-^f-" --

-, a very different' hum^r f om Ihat 1^ iiii^"7''^7
^" '^'^ y^'^'

debates and fpecches in the Wp nf .
^'^^^'^ ^"'^ expected, the

i'^ regard to Z nations tl^anesoc^^^^^^^^
-,,,,,, ,.

proceeding&bothinecclefiafticEd Wn ^ '^'"^ ^'"S's arbitrary

nothing to do with fiS pot^ ^"^ ^« -^ bav^
commercial matters, we fliall onl?^: u • i'^"

^^'^^ ™^>^ ^*^''«e to

.nevances. both publiran^p^: %'
J: j^Stforfh

'^" '' "","^
compliunts aiid jietitions thar aK^,/ *• '

""^^ ^"^ commons by
Poinfed by the ho^^fo ^xar^nt

'
it"^

1^'vcrai connnittees were ap^

3 F 2



4ta A. D. 1640.

withdrew themfelves from parliament, and others were eleded in their
ftead. In confequence of all thofe ftrid inquiries, the following ads
Were pafled, which the king was obliged to confent to, viz. 1 ft, that a
parliament ftiould be held at leafl once in three years for the future,
even though the king fhould negled to call it. This was entitled, An
ad for preventing inconveniencies happening by the long intermiflion
of parliaments ; which the kingdom had fo much fmarted for in this
reign : and it was the firft ad of this parliament, and pafled before the
year 1640 expired, (16" Caroli) according to the then ftile ; when the
parliament alfo [17 Car. /, cc. 2, 3] granted the king four entire fub-
fidies for the relief of his majefty's army, and the northern parts of the
kingdorn. And in the fame feffion (but in the year 1641, which, for
connedion't, fake, we briefly relate here, though we have not done with
the year 1640) two more fubfidies were granted for the fame purpofe.
2dly, they palTed an ad, [c. 7] whereby this parliament ftiould not be
diflJjlved, prorogued, nor adjourned, but by an ad of parliament i (i, e.

not without their own confent). By which ad, and the impeachment
of the king's two great and wicked favourites, Laud archbifliop of Can-
terbury, and Wentworth earl of Strafford, of high treafon," (both already
imprifoned in the tower, and afterward put to death) tliey brought that
unhappy prince to be entirely in their power, while, at the fame time,
they granted fufiicient fuppKes for the? public occafions of the nation,
by the feveral ads for tonnage and poundage, and other fums of money
payable upon merchandize exported and imported : and for a provifion
of money for fpeedily difljanding the armies, and fettling the peace of
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, by charging feveral fums
upon perfons according to their ranks, dignities, offices, callings,

eftates, and qualities. By another ad, they aboliflied for ever the two-
wicked and oppreflive tribunals of the ftar-chamber and high-commii"-
lion-court. By another, the king's raifing of fliip-money without the
atithority of parliament, was declared illegal, and never to be allowed
in future. Another ad was for abolifliing oppreflions in the fliannary-

rourts ; and another for afcertaining the boundaries of forefts. Another
for coniirming the treaty of pacification between England and Scotland.

Another, for limiting the powers of the king's clerk of the market.
Another, for abolifliing the king's power to ifliie writs, upon pretext of
an ancient cuflom, to compel Winded men to take the order of knight-
hood, or to pay a iine to the .^ing. Another, granting hberty for all

men to import gunpowder and fakpetre ; and alio for the free making
of gunpowder in England. Circumftanced as he was, the king could
not avoi^l giving his confent to thel'e reftridivc laws, however mortify-

ing they might be to him. His former wicked advifers and judges were
removed from liim ; and as the parliament was, in effed, rendered per-

peiuai, there was no middle courie for him to lleer : he muft either
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have direaiy waged war with the parliament, or acquiefco In their mea-fures: but this ftate of things did not hold long. In the mean thnewe muft fufpend this fubjed, until we fhall have compIeteS^ t^eSmore immediate affairs of the year 1640.

rh!V\u'^^r'''.'
the Dutch fi-om St. Euftatia fettled on Saba one ofthe Canbbee iflands, thirteen miles north-weft from the former beineabout four leagues in compafs. It is but an inconfxderaMe Sac'e hav?mg no harbour for Ihippmg, and an extremely (haUow (hore. The Dutch

titv Jfit \^C ^'V ^'" ^^"""^' "^''' ^°—
'
^^^^« - fmal quan-tity of fugar befide fome cotton and indigo. Some write that theDanes once difpoireiFed them of it. Many of thofe fmall ifland among

tillTn r
^•;^^'

^''^n' Ti''
^'^^^" "^^ mother-countries of thofe

111 then, infignificant iflands found it their intereft to lay public claimto them to fortify them, and taappoim governors over (hem
1 he haven and town of Malacca, poflefled by the Portuguefe at the

'

extremity of the famous peninfula of that name, in the farther' Indeswas fo happily fuuated for the conveniency of the Dutch Eaft-Indiacompany s commerce, that it is no wonder thev greedily cafttheL eveson fo dehcious a morfel fo early as in the year 1606/portuga befn

'

then fubjea to Spam, with ^vhom the Dutch were then at war
^
yet the?were at that time unable to reduce it. though they had adualf/ defeaN-e^d and bur t a Porti,guefe fleet there, wherein were 3000 men Butn this year the Dutch, after a fix months fiege, becami martyrs of thavery important place which they have held'to tWs day. Sv fo^dupward ot 20.OQ0 inhabitants in the to^vla and its territory, with m^vchurches and convents, and a good booty. Since then the Du ch^,^"!much improved its fortifications: and as all ihips tSing fTom ^^^^^^Cambodia. Tonquin. Coclnn-China, China. Japan, and th^e Ph L ne

*

to Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel. muftpals through th7ftraks'of Malacca the Dutch are laid to have obli^-ed all but Englifh fli nTtopay an anchorage duty there. Hereby alfo they overaw; tle2Herprinces m Its neighbourhood, and gain great ad4mages in heir commercc, though not like what it formerly w.as before Batavia became

X

grand ftaple ot all their Indian commerce. Thus the Dutch compan
'

made a very rapid progrefs, while our Englifla Eaft-India companv became extremely languid, partly by the encroachments of t^e Dutchcompany, and partly alfo from King Charles's ten.porary grams to othersto interfere with them m the Eaft-India trade : io f..^fsZ i'o^Tofthe writers on commerce at this time infmuate. that litluTtrtl eTom
She re^f^r"^^^

'^ ''''' ''''''' "^^^^^' ^-^-^' ^ l-l^d^S

Anlw^'""^!" ?r ^'S«« to plant at a place on the continent of SouthrAmerica, called Surinam, m nine degrees of north latitude, from the
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mouth of the river Oroonoko, fouthward to the river Maroni But
that country being low, marfhy, and unhealthy, they Ibon after aban-
doned it.

Notwithftanding the popular clamour at this time againfl the arbi-
trary proceedings o^King Charles, and the frequent complaints of the
decay ot commerce, yet it is very plain that our commerce was con-
Itantly mcreafing throughout all that time. Even about this very timewe find the fuburbs of London expanding very much everyway bynew foundations, more efpecially weftward, fuch as Clare-market, Lon/-
acre, Bedfordbury, and other parts of what was then in the parifli of St
Giles in the fields. The very names of the older flreets about Covent-
garden are taken from the royal family at this time, fuch as Tames-
ftreet, Kmg-ftrcet, Charles-ftreet, Henrietta-ftreet, &c. all laid out by
the great architect Inigo Jones, as was alfo the fine piazza there ; though
the buidmgsm that part where the houfe and gardens of the duke of
iiedtord fiood are of a much later date, viz. in the reigns of King Wil-ham and Qiieen Anne. Bloomfbury and the ftreets at the feven diak
were built up fomewhat later, as alfo Leicefter-fields, Cnce the reftora-
tion of Charles II ; as were alfo almoft all St. James's and St. Anne's pa-
nflies, and a great part of St. Martin's and St. Giles's. I have met with
ieveral old perions in my younger days who remembered thai .there was
but one fingle houfe (a cake-houfe) between the Meufe-gate at Charing-
crofs and St, James's palace-gate, where now.ftand the llately piles of St
James's-fquare, Pall-mall, and otner fine ftreets. They alfo remer iber-
er! a quick-fet hedge on the weft fide of St. Martin's lane. Yet High
Holborn and Drury-lane were filled with noblemens and gentleinens
houfes almoft 150 years ago. Thofe fine ftreets on the fouth fide of the
Strand running down to the river Thames have all been built fince the
begmmng of the 17th century, upon the fites of noblemens houfes and
gardens, who removed farther weftward, as their names denote. Even
iome parts withm the bars of the city of London remained unbu-U with-m about 150 years paft, particularly all tlie grounds between Shoe-lane
and tewters * (now Fetter) lane, which in King Charles I's reign, and
even fome of tli»m Cnce, have been built up into ftreets. lanes, &c. Se-
veral other parts of the city, it is well known, have been rendered more
populous by the removal of the nobility, &c. to Weftminfter liberties
.on the fites of whofe former fpacious houfes and gardens whole ftreets'
lanes and courts, have been added to the city fince the death ofQueen
Elizabeth. ^^

* ' So calltd of Fewters (or idle people) lying
• there, as in a way leading to gaidint.' [Slow't

yccrcs on both fides builded through with many
faire houfes.' So Fewters (or Fetter) lane is rfp rr , '

—•0 •" f>-""-"». Luii/w X lairc nouies. oo rewters ( or retter I lane is irf

Jn^atefy gdds, . but the fame is now of later liuwd, affigns to it. M.
^
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* Algerines had in their cruize no fewer than 65 fhips, befides feveral

* gallies or galiots, all at one time.' And although it be well known
that their naval force is greatly leflened fince that time, yet even in our

days they have enough remaining to give confiderable in erruption to

the naval commerce of fuch of the powers of Chriftendom as they pleafe

to make war upon.

It would be almoft endlefs to recount all the difputes that have hap-

pened at different times between Denmark and other nations, and more
efpecially with the Hanfe towns, concerning the toll paid by (hips in

pafllng the Sound. This year the cities of Hamburgh, Lubeck, and

Bremen, entered into ftrider engagements together, by reafon of Den-
mark's too rigoroufly exacting that toll, for the fupport of their com-
mercial interefts and thofe of fuch other Hanfe towns as fhould join with

them, by arming both by fca and land, yet without mentioning this

toll exprefsly in the treaty: and this, like former treaties, had good con-

fequences attending it for fome time after.

After the Englifh had been in pofleflion of the ifle of Providence in

America, and had partly planted it, ever fince the year 1629, they were

now attacked by the Spaniards with a great force.; and although they

made a ftout refiftance, they were obliged to furrender the ifland to

them, with confiderable lofs to the planters. Yet the Spaniards did not

after this fettle thereon at all, their fole aim in driving out our people

feeing to keep up their idle and unreafonable prgtenfions to the proper-

ty of all the Bahama ifles : but England again took pofiJefllon of Provi-

dence, and we now claim the fole property of all the Bahamas.

The French having, for the reafons already afligned, abandoned the

colony of Surinam, an Englifii colony was fettled there in the fame year

at the expenfe of Lord Willoughby, who is faid to have wafted his eftate

in the undertaking.

The want of due care and provident forefight in princes and ftates

for cherilhing and improving the commerce of their dominions has of-

ten proved to their irretrievable detriment, by the lofs of their traffic,

the beft fource of their wealth and power. Lewis Roberts, in his Trea-

fure of traffic, (publifhed in 1641) gives us three pregnant inftances

thereof, which aUb afford is fome part of the hiftory of three very emi-

nent mercantile cities, viz. ' the want of good order in the government
' of the trade of Antwerp, and their impjfition of heavy cuftoms upon
* the merchants, haih, within thefe fifty years, brought that town to the

' hjwnefs wherein we fee it. Lyons in France hath fuffered wonder-
' fully by t!ie fume inconveniencies : and Marreillcs, within the days of

* my I'.uowlege, had a wonderful great traffic with many places of
* Turkey, Barbary, Spain, &c. and was able to fhew matiy fliips eni-

' ployed in merchandize, about twenty-five years ago, carrying thirty

' and forty pieces of ordnance ; and now the bcft of their veflels, and
i
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coppers, and the true way of covering their rollers with cafes of iron.
Buj they were much improved in the goodnefs of the fugar and.in the
method of making it in the year 1 650, when be left that ifland^ info-
much that a plantation of Major Hilliard's, of 500 acres, which, before
they began to plant fugar» he knew could have been purchafed for
L400 fterling, was, at his landing there in the year 1647, worth
Li 4,000. Moreover, Colonel James Drax, whofe beginning on that
ifknd was founded on a (lock of L300 fterling, raifed his fortune to
fuch a height, that our author has heard him fay, he would not return
to fettle in England for the remainder of his life till he (hould be able
to purchafe a land eftate of Li 0,000 a-year, which he hoped in a few
years to accompliih. And Colonel Thomas Modyford had often told
him, that he had taken a refolution not to fet his face for England un-
til he could make his voyage and employment there worth Li 00,000
fterling. Thefe inftances in fuch early times are fufficient clearly to
fliew the vaft importance of our fugar plantations to the nation. The
firft planters of fugar finding fuch immenfe profit, k encouraged many
people to go thither from England, which alfo encouraged the merch-
ants at home to fend more ftiips with provifions, tools, clothing, and all

other necelfaries, in exchange for the produce of that ifland. And this

being the firft of our colonies which cultivated fugar plantations, it

greatly haftened the improvement of our other iflands, which foon af-

ter followed it in planting fugar to vsry great advantage. And as it

was impoftible to manage the planting of that commodity by white
people in fo hot a climate, fo neither could fufficient numbers of fuc

be had at any rate : neceflity, therefor, and the example of Portugal,
gave birth to the negro flave-trade from the coaft of Guinea ; and it is

almoft needlefs to add, that fuch great numbers of flaves, and alfo the
increafe of our white people in thofe iilands, foon created a vaft demand
for all neceflaries from England, and alfo a new and confiderable trade
to Madeira for wines to fupply thofe iflands ; which were fo far from
draining their mother-country of her ca(h, that they annually fupplied
her with confiderable quantities thereof, as the trade thither was then,
and many years after, left open to all nations, till after the reftoration
of King Charles II, when the parliament obferving the great detriment
that fuch an open trade did to the kingdom, it was abfolutely confined
to our own people by the feveral adts of navigation ; in confequence
whereof the ports of L-ondon and Briftol foon after became the great
magazines for fugar for fupplying all the north and middle parts of Eu-
rope, and the Portuguefe fugars of Brafil were reduced from L8 to

L2 : 10 per hundred weight.

Barbados and the oth.^r Caribbee iflands continued proprietary colo-

ns till after the reftoration, when King Charles II purchafed them, and
ihade them regal governments. Moft of the rich fugar planters always
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John IV king of Portugal, and ratified by King Charles at York 22d
May 1642.

What relates to commerce is in fubftance, viz.

I) There (hall be a free commerce between the fubjeds of both
crowns in all countries, iflands, &c. where it was permitted in the time
of the kings of Caflile, or fince.

IV) The Englifli fliail enjoy the fame privileges and immunities in
Portugal as the natives themfelves ; nor (hall they pay higher duties,
cuftoms, &c. than the natives ; and they (hall enjoy all the privileges
which the Englifh enjoyed in Portugal before it was united to Spain.
V) The merchants of England, coming into the havens of Por-

tugal, ihall not be obliged to take any other goods on board than what
they fhall ihemfe'ives think fitting ; and the Portuguefe (hall have the
like freedom in England.

VIII) England (hall have confuls refiding in Portugal to take care of
the interefts and commerce of their nation.

IX) The efFeds of the Engh(h dying in Portugal (hall not be taken
po(re(Iion of by the judges or other officers of Portugal, but (hall be put
into the hands of the defund's executors or truftees, if on the fpot, or,

if abfent, into the hands of one or two Englilh merchants, not married,
fworn to do juftice, in truft for tbofe wjio (hall appear to have the right
to the faid effeds.

X) Englilh (hips (hall not be flopped nor detained in Portugal with-
out the king of Great Britain's knowlege and confent, but (hall be free-

ly permitted to depart at their pleafure. Neither (liall the goods and
merchandize of the Englifh be taken for the king of Portugal's ufe, un-
lefs for a juft and ufual price, which fhall be paid for in two months
time, unlefs otherwife agreed for.

XII) Things (hall remain in the Eaft-Indies, :r nnt of peace and
commerce between both nations, for three years to „ome, as they were
fettled by treaty in India in the year 1635 between the prefulent or gj-
vernor, William Methwold, for the Englifh there, and the Portuguefe
governors ; after which a perpetual peace fhall enfue.

XIII) The fubjeds of England fettled on the coafl of Africa under
the Portuguefe, viz. at Guinea, Binny, &c. and in the ifle of St. Thome,
and other ifles on that coafl, who had this privilege under the kings of
Caftile, fliall not be molefted therein. And the king of Portugal may
freely hire the Englifh fliips trading to thofe coafls, until otherwife fettled

between both nations *.

XIV) The fubjeds of the king of Great Britain fhall have the fiime

liberty of importing into and exporting from Portugal all forts of goods

• The Portuguefe hail long betn in the praflicc of hiring Englilh fliips to carry their flave» from
Africa to Brafil. 4.
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water, foil, and climate ; and they have long fince abandoned it. Thk
author takes no notice of the duke of Courland's fettlement in Tobago.

Sir Jofiah Child (in his chapter on plantations, p. 196) endeavours to
account for the fmall fuccefs the Dutch have had compared with Eng-
land m planting remote colonies : 'id, they have not had thofe caufes
' for peopling colonies which England has had. viz. the perfecution of
' the puritans in the reigns of King James and Charles I : adly. King
' Charles's party after the battle of Worcefter, and the Scots being rout-
' ed there, helped to plant Barbados and Virginia : 3dly, at the reftora-
' tion the royalifts getting into all cmploymenrs and offices, and the
army being dilbanded, &c. many of the commonwealth party with-

I

drew to New England, flee. : 4thly, the lowncfs of the intereft of mo-

I

ney m Holland, as well as of the cuftoms on merchandize, together

I

vi^ith their toleration of all religions, and their other encouragements
given to trade, occafions employment for all their own people ut

' horne, as alfo for multitudes of iforeigners who come to fettle there.'
And indeed we may add. that, for the moft part, none that can live
comfortably, and that have full employment at home, will care to go
into either violently hot, or extremely cold, or unufual climates, to work
at the painful employments of new plantations. Moreover, the Dutch
have fcarcely had one other great means which we had for the firft
peopling of Virginia and Barbados, viz. picking up many loofe and va-
grant people, chiefly in the ftreets of London and Weftminfter, and
other idle and diflblute perlbns, who, by merchants and mafters of fhips,
were for many years fpirited away (as they then termed it) to thofe co-
lonies. As to what the Dutch have done in the Eaft-Indies in the way
of colonies, it was either by war or for traffic, by ereding ftrong forts
on the fea-coafts, where, as at the Cape of Good Hope, and in the iflcs
of Ceylon, Java, &c. they have moftly made ufe of the natives for plan-
tation and cuhivation. And this has alfo been partly the cafe v ch the
Spanilh and Portuguefe greater colonies in America ; but not in any
great degree in thofe of France, from which laft populous kingdom im-
menfe numbers of people have been fent to their colonies in America.
The following extrad from an account printed in 1642 of feveral na-

val charges and equipments of the years 1640, 41, and 42, by order of
parliament, will in part fliow the immenfe difference both in refped to
ftrength and expenfe between our Englifh navy then and now, viz.

I. Imprimis, ihe charge of 10 of the king's Ihips and 10 merchant
-fliips employed on the narrow feas, anno 1641,

2. Ordinary of the na\7 for the year 1640,
3' — for the yea"* 1641,
4. ___ for the year 1642,
5. Charge for the vidualler of the navy for the ordl

27,610

27,122

21,056

4
3

3
1

1

6

9

4
6

nary expenfe of the year 1642, 7.655 »7 9
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6. The cmptlons of the office of ordnance for the
years 1641 and 1642 together,

7. Chiarge of fetting forth 15 of his majefty's flnps for
the narrow feas. an.o ,64a, for eight months,
to the treafurer of the navy

8. Ditto for 24 merchant fliips for' the fame year a"nd

9. F°r vifualling the faid 15 king's "(hips for' that

4«3

5443 u o

48,368 to o

81,758 8 o

27.359 '6

had fl„«r«i .S iTa?" h4Tum bTabirr™'^
""^
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''"' "" '"^^ <^™-
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'
! TL'

"
'^'l'"''™

°''
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degrees . o mtnu « foTh "a ;tut' ^ev^hn " ^ew Zealand, in 42
people, who murdered four of Ih'eir r^ei tk

'"' l"»>:l.''«barom
wifamongft many iflands .0 fome of which^hf'

""^ '"''='' """''-

Amfterda™ Rotte'rdam, &c. TW theytiled̂ Tft'^bout^rN
°'
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By an ordinance of the lords and commons in parliament in the year
1643, the fines for the freedom of the company of the merchant-adven-
turers of England were doubled, viz. Lioo for a Londoner, and L50 for
one m any of the outports; with power alfo for this fociety to imprifon
luch as refufed to pay the faid fines. The words of the ordinance of the
lords and commons (being one of the firft ads or ordinances iflued by
their authority without the royal aflent) are as follow, viz. ' that this
• company having been found very ferviceable and profitable to this
' Itate, and efpecially to the antient and great trade of clothing ; this
* fellowfhip (hall therefor continue and be a corporation, with power
*^

to levy monies on its members and their goods, for the neceffary
charge and maintenance of their government. And that no perfon

^
fliall trade withm their limits but freemen of the corporation, upon

^
torteiture of their goods

; provided, that this company fhall not ex-
elude any perfon trom his freedom therein who fhall defire it by way
ot redemption, if fuch perfon by their cuftom be capable thereof

^
hath been a bred merchant, and fliall pay Lioo for the fame, if a
freeman oi London, and trading from that port ; or L50 if not free

^
of London, and not trading from that port. They fhall have power

^

to imprifon .members in matters of government, and to adminifter

^

luch oaths to them as fliall be approved by parliament; provided alfo
that all rights confirmed by ad of parliament or antient charters fhall
be hereby faved. And it was ordered, that a bill be prepared for paff-

' ing an ad in this prefent parliament for farther fettling and confirm-
ing the privileges of this fellowfliip, and this ordinance in the mean
time to remain in force.'

But this was in confideration of no lefs a fum than L30,ooo advanced
to the parliament by the merchant-adventurers.

In the fame year there came out a like ordinance of parliament in
tavour of the Levant (or Turkey) company, declaring, • that, for the
' encouragement of that fellowfhip, which, beilde the building and
' maintainmg of divers great fhips, and the venting of kerlles, fayes
' perpetuanos, and feveral other commodities, huth been found very

J

ferviceuble to this flate, by advancing navigation, and tranfnorting
into foreign parts, for feveral years together, above 20,000 broad

" cloths yearly, befides other commodities, dyed and drcfled in their
' full manufudure, and for the better govcrnuient and regulating of
' trade, the faid fellowfliip fhall continue to be a cor))oration, and fliall
have the free choice and removal of all oflicers, &c. who are to be

' maintained by them either at home or abroad, wliether ambafladors
' governors, deputies, confuls, &c. And fliall have power to levy mo-
* mes on their members and on ftrangers upon all goods fliippcd in
• Enghfli bottoms, or on flrangers bottoms, goin.^ to, or coming from,
' the Lev.inf, for the fupply of their own iicccflary cxpenfe, as"well as



A. a 1643.
425
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and excife together ;
* they finding,' as that ordinance exprefles it, * that

' the duty of 4^/ had fomewhat intermitted the trade in that commodi-
' ty ;' which fliews that tobacco was by this time become a trade worth
the attention of parliament.

The parliament now laid a tax for the enfaing year on beer and ale

in all counties within the limits of their power, calling it by a new
word, excife. In which ordinance they alfo laid a duty of 4/ per pound
on foreign tobacco, and 2/ on Englifti tobacco ; L6 on every ton of
wine retailed, and L3 per ton for private confumption. A duty alfo

on raifms, fugar, currants, cloth of gold and filver, tiffue, damaflt table-

Jinen ; which fhews they were in great want of money. And the king's

parliament, then fitting at Oxford, impofisd the like taxes on all within
their power, and never met more at all. The city of London (accord-
ing to Ru/hwortb; V. iii, p. 2) agreed to make a weekly payment of
Li 0,000, exclufive ofWeftminfter and the other fuburbs; which fhews
the great wealth as well as zeal of the citizens. Yet it is fcarcely to be
fuppofed, that the city could have conftantly paid fo great an afleflhient.

At this time one Kephler a Dutchman brought into England the
knowlege of the fine fcarlet dye c;.lled the Bow-dy€, as being firft prac-

tifed at the village of Bow near London.

1644—According to Ware's Ge/ia Hibernorum [p. 181] on the 8'th of
Augufl 1644 the citizens of Dublin were numbered, and found to be of

"
25^5 men. n„_:/i- V 1202 men.

Proteflants
{ 2986 women.

Papifts w 406 women.

Total proteftants 5551
Total papifts 2608-

Total papifts 2608

Total of both 81 ^ip

As the city of Dublin is the capital of Ireland, the refidence of ther

king's lieutenant and of all the courts of law, as well as the ufual place

for holding the parliament, &c. I think it impofllble that thircenfus

can be of any other than adult perfons alone, to approach near to any
probability of truth. If therefor there be, as ufually computed, at

leaft two children to each adult perfon, then - 8159
Multiplied by 2, gives - - 16,318

Total men, women, and children, 24,477

This was but a fmall number compared to the number in that city

at this time, which fince then has greatly increafcd, more efpecially

fince the acceffion of the prefent royal fiimily, infomuch that they are

now computed by many to amount lo above 100,000 fouls.

4
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"'

'' ^'"^'^ ""^e, the whole
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'""^
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^"'''
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he, in thofe times of civil commotion, that the parliament, out of the
plate and old coin brought into the mint, coined feven milHons into
half-crowns ; and there being no mills then in ufe at the mint, this new
money was of a very unequal weight, fometimes 2d and ^d difference
in an ounce, and moft of it was, it feems, heavier than it ought to
have been, in proportion to the value in foreign parts. Of this the
goldfmiths made naturally the advantages ufual in fuch cafes, by pick-
ing out the heavieft and melting them down or exporting them. It
happened alfo that our old gold coins were too weighty, and of thefe
alfo they took the like advantage.

Moreover, fuch merchants' fervantsas ftill kept their mafters' running-
caih, had fallen into a way of clandeftinely lending the fame to the
goldfmiths, at 4// per cent per diem, who, by thefe and fuch-like means,
were enabled to lend out great quantities of cafli to neceflitous mer-
chants and others, weekly or monthly, at high intereft ; and alfa be-
gan to difcount the merchants' bills, at the like or an higher rate of in-
tereft. Much about the fame time, they (the goldfmiths or bank-
ers) began to receive the rents of gentlemens eftates, remitted to town,,
and to allow them, and others who put cafh into their bands, fome in-
tereft for it, if it remained but for a fingle month in their hands, or
even a lefler time. This was a great allurement for people to put their
money in their hands, which would bear intereft till the day they wanted
it, (foraewhat Uke our modern Eaft-India company's bonds.) And they
could alfo draw it out by Lioo or L50,, &c. at a time, as they wanted it,,

with infinitely kfs trouble than if they had lent it out on either real or
perfonal fecnrity. The confequence was, that it quickly brought a great
cafh into their hands ; fo that the chief 01 greateft of them were now
enabled to fupply Cromwell with money in advance on the revenues, as

his occalions required, upon great advantages to tbemfelves.

After the reftoration. King Charles being in want of money, the
bankers took 10 per cent of him, barefacedly; and, by private con-
trads on many bills, orders, tallies,, and debts, of that king's, they got
20, fometimes ;^c, per cent, to tbe great diftionour of the government.
This great gain induced the goldfmiths more and more to become lend-
ers to the king ; to anticipate all the revenue ; to take every grant of
parliament into pawn as foon as it was given ; alfo to outvie each other
in buying and taking to pawn bills, orden , and tallies ; fo that, in ef-

fect, all tlie revenue palled through their hands. And fo they went on
till the fatal fhutting of the exchequer in the year 1672 -, of which in

its pkci'. Since the happy revolution in i688, our legiflators have put
it out of the power of the crown alone to make anticipations on par-
liamentary grants, which can only be done by a claule or claufcs in
luch rel'pcdive Ihuutes.

By a treaty of commerce now concluded between tlic queen regent
y
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the year 1646, it was enadled. that from the 24th February 1645, old
ftile, the court of wards and liveries, and all wardfhii : i, liveries, premier-
feifins, and ouftre-les-mains, be taken away ; and that all tenures by
homage, and all fines, licences, feizures, and pardons for alienation, be
likewife taken away : as allb, that all tenures by knights-fervice either
of his majefty or of others, or by knights-fervice or foccage in capite
ot his majefty, be turned into free and common foccage. Which ordi-
nance was amply confirmed by an ad of the protedor and his parlia-
ment in the year 1 656.
The removal of thefe antient Norman badges of fervitude, or fome-

thing too near akin to flavery, was thought lb reaft aable, though now
enaded by the lords and commons without the king, with whom they
were at war, that, upon the reftoration of Charles II, it was con-
firmed by an ad of the legiflature, as will be feen in its place. Ser-
vitude or vaflalage is in its confequences ever obftrudive of commerce
and induftry, and therefor ought to be abolilhed in all free and wile
governments. In a fawning letter from Sir Robert Cecil, Queen Eliza-
beth's fecrecary, to King James of Scotland in the year i6or, amongfl;
other points he exhorts him in the words following, ' to diflblve the
' court of wards,' (in England) on the fuppofition of his undoubtedly
fuccecding the queen, ' being the ruin of all the noble and antient
* families of this realm, by bafe matches and evil education of child-
' ren, by which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed.' \_Jppen.
dix to Dr. Robert/on's Hiftory of Scotland, V. ii, />. 117, ed. 1759.]
By another printed ordinance of the lords and commons, we fee

ibmewhat of the ftate of the commerce of the Englifh American plan-
tations, reciting, ' that whereas thefeveral plantations of Virginia, Ber-
mudas, Barbados, and other places of America, have been much be-
neficial to this kingdom, by the increafe of navigation, and of the

* cuftoms arifing from the commodities of the growth of thofe planta-
' tions imported into this kingdom ; and as goods and necefiliries car-
' ried thither from hence have not hitherto paid any cuftom, for the
' better carrying on of the faid plantations, it is now ordained by the
' lords and commons in parliament, tJiat all merchandize, goods, and
* neceflaries, for the fupportation, ufe, and expenfe of the faid planta-
* tions, fhall pay no cuftom nor duty for the fame, the duty of excife
' only excepted for three years to come, except to the plantations in
* Newfoundland : fccurity being given here, and certificates from thence,
' that the laid goods be really exported thither, and for the only ufe of
' the faid plantations

: provided always, that none in any of the ports
' of the faid plantations do fuffer any ftiip or vellcl to lade any goods of
' the growth of the plantations, and carry them to foreign parts, ex-
cept in Engliih bottoms, under forfeiture of the before-named exemp-

' :.tion from cuftoms.' Hereby the foundation was laid for the navign-
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as indeed they have to this time done, to come every year over the Py-
renean mountains into Spain, for getting in their harvefts. This me-
iancholy fituation is by feme authors faid to have put the Spanifh court
upon confukation, about the middle of this century, whether it miglw
not be advifeable for the king and his court, &c. to remove to and fettle
entirely in America, in confideration of their not having a fufficiency
of people for the joint prefervation of the Spanifli dominions both in
Europe and America. In the next fucceeding reign of King Charles If,
Spain grew ftill more feeble : yet, after all, (he has fince, through wlfer
counfels, been able to weather moft of her misfortunes, and is, in our
days, in a more profperous condition than fhe had been for above i 30
•years backward.

The lords and commons of the Englifli parliament now wifely and
abfolutely prohibited the exportation of Englifti wool. They alfo iflued
a proclamation for fupporting the privileges and charters of the fociety
of the merchant-adventurers of England, who, in this year, had re-
moved their foreign refidence or comptoir from Delft to Dort, And our
woollen trade at this time was in a very profperous condition.

Yet, through many various misfortunes, and efpecially the many en-
croachments and cruelties of the Dutch company, the Engliih Eaft-
India company's trade feems to have been at this time almoft quite
funk, or at leafl much decayed.

It was about this year that the Caribbee ifland of Marygalante was
l>egun to be planted by the French. Such parts of it as are plain and
not quite barren they cultivated very well, chiefly for the growth of to-
bacco : but it is faid to be in general very mountainous. Columbus, in
the year 1493, named it after his own fliip.

England's wealth and commerce at this time mull have been very
coiifiderable, fince, notwithflanding the interruptions which a fix years
civil war muft ha\'e occafioned, the lords and commons had raifed up-
wards of forty millions fterling for the war againft the king, between
the years 1641 and 1647, ^r about L6,666,666 : 13:4 per annum,
IRoyal treafuiy of England, p. 297, Sw, 1725] befide what the king
had raifed in the counties where his intereft was predominant.

1648.—The jntch and tar manufadurc of Sweden was in early times
a very confiderable part of their commerce. The principal ports from
whence thofe articles were of old exported to the reft of Europe, wei;e
Stockholm and Wyburg. But Queen Chriftiima having, in the year
1648, ereded a joint-flock tar company, exclufive of all others, where-
by they were laid to have doubled their capital every three years, tholV
monopolies laid fuch exorbitant prices on pitch and tar, they obliging
ihemfelves by that charter to take off all that was made in the king-
dorn, that even liich pans of Sweden as before made no tar were then
obliged to fall into the m.iking of it, wliereby the quantity was greatly
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ther were the inhabitants of the Spanilh Low countries to frequent the
Spanifti fettlements in the Eaft-Indies *.

IV) With regard to the Weft-Indies or America, the fubjeds ofSpain
and Holland were mutually to abftain from failing to, or trading in,

any of the harbours, places, &c. poflefTed by the one or the other party
there.

V) The river Scheldt, as alfo the canals of Sas and Swyn, and other
mouths of rivers difemboguing themfelves there, were ftipulated to be
kept (hut on the fide of the lords the ftates-general f

.

VI) It was ftipulated that the Hanfe towns (hould enjoy all the fame
rights, privileges, 8cc. in the dominions of Spain, which by this treaty

were, or fliould in future be, granted to the fubjeds of the ftates-

general ; and reciprocally, the fubjedls of the ftates-general were to en*
joy the fame privileges, &c. in Spain as the Hanfeatics ; whether for

eftabliftiing confuls in the capital ports of Spain, or eHewhere, a&fhould
be needful, or for the freedom of their merchants, fadors, &c. and in
like fort as the Hanfe towns have formerly enjoyed, or fhall hereafter

obtain, for the fecurity of their navigation and commerce. The Dutch
were alfo to enjoy the fame privileges, &c. in Spain as the king ofGreat
Britain's fubjeds did ; and honourable places were to be appointed for

the interment of fuch of the fubjeds of the ftates-general as ftiould hap-
pen to die in the Spanifti dominions. The king of Spain, moreover,
obliged himfelf effedually to procure the continuation and obfervation
of the neutrality and amity of the emperor and empire with the ftates-

general of the United Netherlands. [General Collettion of treaties, V, ii,

/• 335. '^- 1732-]
There was alfo a feparafe article relating to the freedom of commerce

on both fides ; againft the carrying of contraband goods to the enemy's
countries ; and refpeding the fearching of ftiips, paflports, &c. needlefs

here to be pariicularized. It is fufficient upon the whole to obferve,

th:u the ftates-general of the United Netherlands by this honourable
treaty gained the folid and lafting means of greatly enriching their peo-

ple, by improving and extending their commerce, already grown to an
amazing height in Eaft-India, as well as in Africa and Europe. And
here we cannot omit a circumftance which, though in itfdf it may ap-

pear inconfiderable, demonftrutes the fuperiority of the Dutch in this

treaty. The count of Oldenburg earneftly requefted the ftates-general

to be included in the treaty : but by decrees of the 23d of May and the

6th of Auguft it was denied him ;
* becaufe he had for many years de-

• This was urg:d to good piiipofe by Grtat Bri-

tain and Holland againll the (fn.peror Charles VI,
when he fet up the Ollend com] any to trade from

Flandcrt to the Katt- Indies. A.

f This was for preventing the revival of the trade

of Antwerp, which Dill languifhcs under the de-

privation of its maritime commerce. A.
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with them. To all which the earl of Carliflc rqpilled, that it yms well
known that many of the Englifh in Rulfia were loyal, and teftified an
abhorrence of their king's murder ; that Nightingale was an impof-
tor, and was never employed by the king ; and that our company had
never neglcded to furnifli the czar's trealury with doth, tin, lead, pew-
ter, and all ether Kngliih commodities, at a cheaper rate than either the
Dutch or the Hamburghers could do, although they hardly could ever
be paid without bribing the czar's officers. He alio utterly denied the
company's being guilty of importing tobacco, of trading in prohibited
goods, of carrying foreign goods through the country cuftom-free. And
with refpedt to the allegation, iliat as the firft merchants were dead, their

privileges died with them, thole privileges were ever underftood to

have been granted to the Englifh nation, and not to any particular per-
fons, and were therefor perpetual. The czar's con .jiiffioners trifled

mod egregioufly in their conferences with Lord Carlifle : fo that being
tired with delays, he got a private audience with the cz^r, in which he
reprefented in the ftrongeft terms the reafonable grounds of King
Charles's defirin^^ the reftoration of the company's privileges, confirmed
by this very czar at his acceflion in the year 164; ; that the Englifh
firft opened a profitable trade for Ruflia as well as for England, at the

expenfe of many lives, and the lofs of, fliips and money ; that the Eng-
lifh had fought the enemies of Ruflia in the Eaft (or Baltic) fea, when,
the neighbouring princes had leagued together to ftiut up Narva j that

they had lent fums of money for the wars, furnifhed foUiiers and com-
manders to fight the enemies of Ruflia, and had made peace for them
with the neighbouring princes. Yet after a great deal of pains taket\

by that lord, the czar and his minifters perfifted in their refufal of re-

floring our company's exclufive privileges. So he returned unfuccefs-

fuUy home in 1669 : and all that could be obtained was only, that the

company might trade to Ruflia on the fame footing as the Dutch, And
thus from thenceforth they have remained a regulated Company, much
refembling the other regulated ones of the Hamburgh and Turkey com-
panies ; each member trading on his own private bottom, paying a fmall

fum on admiffion, and certain annual dues, for defraying the general

expenfe of the company.
The Caribbee ifland of St. Croix had, itfeems, in early times been fub-

jed to many mafters in a ftiort fpace. The French hiftorian of the

Caribbees obferves that the Englifti and Dutch had long contefled

the property of it ; and that at length they divided it between them

:

yet in the year 1649 the Englifli obliged the Dutch inhabitants to quit

the ifland. Soon after, the Spaniards of Porto Rico invaded it, burnt

their houfes, killed all the Englifti who rcGfted, and obliged the reft to

tranfport themfelves to Barbuda. But whilft thofe Spaniards were about

to return back to Porto Rico, two armed French fliips arrived there
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in rSSornd dvcrpowered the Spaniards, obliging them to return forth-
with to Porto Rico. Here the French fettled themfelvcs, and have held
It ever fince.

The Danes have held the Caribbee irtond of St. Thomas for many years
part, (though the cxaa year of its firft fettlement be uncertain / It is
otie ot tlie clufter of numerous fmall iflands fituated to the calt of Porto
Rico, called the Virgin idands, moft of which are uninhabited and bar-
ren

: is about feven lesigues in compafs ; a free port ; and by its lituation
very capable of commerce, efpecially of a contraband Ibrt. with theneighbourmg iflands and territories of other European nations, in which
it has often been very fuccefsful.

We have before related, that in the year 1636 King Charles «ranted
a monopoly patent for the fole coining of copper or brafs farthings
though they were not then to be forced upon poor people. Yet it au
pears from Mr. Drake's Hiftory and antiquities of York that in this
year, 1649. there ftill were private tradefmen's copper halfpence in that
city, of many of which (and particularly one of this year from the col-
ledion of Tallies Weft Efq.) he has exhibited the prints. He al-
leges, that thefe began firft to be in ufe in the time of the ufurpation •

and indeed the pradbce of fuch private copper coins was not effedually
reftrained until the 24th year of King Charles II, (1672) when thekings public ones took place in their ftead by his proclamation: where-by farthings and halfpence, made and ufed till then by private perfons
in trade and commerce, were exprefsly prohibited to be either paid or
received in trade any more. This was a very needful and much-wanted
regulation, more efpecially in retail trades.
An ordinance of the Engliih lords and commons made in this year

dired s the new gold coins of their commonwealth to be of 20/, lof -md5/ value
; and their filver ones of sf, 2/5, ,/. 6^. 2d, U, and id*

In rhurloes Colledion of fjate-papers [K i, pp. ,3;. 226] under this
year we learn, that Mr. Strickland, the Englifhcomm ..>v '-alth's refidentm Holland acquaimed the Englifli council of ftate. th.-.; ,Ue ftates-gene-
ral of the United Netherlands had juft concluded a treaty v,ith the kin-
of Denmark, whereby they farmed of him the toll of the .Sound fo^
about L35000 fterling yearly. So that all nations as well as the Dutch
themielves were now to pay this toll at Amfterdam. which was always
before colleded at Elfinore And even the Swedes, who before claimed
an exemption from this toll, were now compelled to pay it at Amfter-dam likewile. ..

''

* Such fmall pieces an filver halfpence mnft haw filver coins onder fixoence 1-,;.) h.- ,. • r.-
been very troublcfqme; and there could have b.en rather that uTfnl c rcE. n ,^ «' cnrioffes,

daj-B the <iturter-g,.,„ca, of gold coin, aud ail the twcnty-fourth part of our prdirflJli;.';;. l'*"'

Hit'
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In the fame colledion, {F. i. p. 227] we fee a paper of this year en-
titled, Some confiderations offered relating to the embafly for Sweden
whereby we learn, that wife men, even fo long ago, forefaw ofhow much
conlequence our continental plantations in America might prove to usm refped of naval (lores. The words are thefe, viz. ' the Swedes can-

^

not be Ignorant how that in time our plantations may furnifti us with
thole commodities we have from them, and the utility of the fending

• their commodities to us, and the danger of the lofs of fuch a branch
' of trade may oblige them to an union with us: whereas they cannot
' run that hazard in a breach with Holland.'
How much to our Oiame is this judicious remark ; fmce, after fo lone

a fpace wc have done fo little for bringing that to perfedion, which
probably might well have been done in half the time, to our ineftirr ble
benefit, had we fet about it more effedually? Yet fo far have we e
advanced already in raifing fundry kinds of naval ftores, that in h. . a
century more we have reafon to hope to be quite independent of a na-
tion, which has fometimes taken no fm^li advantage of our neceflity
The magiftrates of the city of Bruges invited the Englilh company of

-merchant-adventurers to return to that city, which was their antient
refidence; to which the company replied in fubftance, tliat their cuy
muft firft take off the lycent and other town-rights ; th;n our com-
pany mufl be fure of the free exercife of their religion there ; and they
muft alfo be freed from all tolls whatfoever in failingup from the
port of Sluyce to Bruges. The laft point, I apprehend, was not in the
power of Bruges to grant, fince the town, port, and territory, of Sluyce
were pofTefrfd by the ftates of the United Netherlands ; which probably
was the main reafon for our company's not complying with that invit-
ation

: for as the refidence or comptoir of this company was at this time
at Dort in Holland, it is not likely, that the Dutch (with whom too the
hnghfh commonwealth was not at this time in very good terms) would
^ver agree to lolb fo great a benefit by its removal to Bruges in the do-
minions of another potentate. [•Tbur/oe, K i, p. 1 2g.]
Of how great benefit it would prove to the Britifh commerce and do-

minions on the continent of North America, to civili/e and chriftianize
the native Indians (even abftr.ading from a rcafonable hope of a blefling
from heaven on fuch endeavours) reeds not to be told to wife and ex-
perienced perfons, who know how much the French in Canada were be-
nefited there by, to our great detriment ; they havintr had great num-
bers of pnefts amongft their Indians for that end : they alio broiicrht
the poorer French ot both fexes to intermarry with the Indians; whe^i-c
by they in tome meafiire became one conanion nation together This
has been far from being the pradice in our Knglifii plantations- yet we
ou'yht to do juaice to the New-England clergy aiul people, by acknow-
iegmg that they have done much more thm all our other colonics to-
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* three and twenty years. For fmce the peace of Munfter, which re-
* ftorcd the quiet of Chriftendom, in 1648, not only Sweden and Den-
mark, but France and England, have more particularly than ever be-
fore bufied the thoughts and counfels of their feveral governments, as

* well as the humours of their people, about the matters of trade. Nor
has this happened without good degrees of fuccefs, though kingdoms
of fuch extent, that have other and nobler foundations of greatnefs,

* cannot raife trade to fuch a pitch as this little ftate, which had no
* other to build upon ; no more than a man, who has a fair and plenti-
* ful eftate, can fell to labour and «nduftry like one that has nothing
' elfe to truft to for the fupport of his life. But, however, all thefe na-
' tions have come of late to fhare largely with them ; and there feem to
' be grown too many traders for trade in the world, fo as they can
' hardly live one by another. As in a great populous village the firft
' grocer, or mercer, that fets up among them, grows prefently rich,
* having all the cuftom ; till another, encouraged by his fuccefs, comes'
' to fet up by him, and fhare in his gains : at Jength fo many fall to the
' trade that nothing is got by it, and fome muft give over^ or all mufl
' break.'

We fliall not prefume dogmatically to combat fo great a man's opi-
nion concerning this pretty comparison : yet we may here obferve that
poflibly every one may not admit the parallel exadtly to hold with regard
to the commerce of the world in general, which, doubtlefs, has fundry
new rcfources

; new countrieSS ftill to bedifcovered and traded to; and the
trade to other countries before known may be ftill greatly increafed :

moreover the vaft improvement of the American plantations fmce Sir
William Temple's time, as well as of the Eaft-India trade, fcems to
evince, that although the Dutch trade be long fince part its meridian,
yet the general commerce of Europe is vifibly increafed fince the year
1673, when he wrote.

Nothing can more effcdually demonftrate the benefit of commerce in
general, and the prodigious incrcafe of it in Holland at this time, than
the great penfionary De Witt's account (in his Intereft of Holland) of
the fingle province of Holland being able, in the year 16^0, to fuftaiu
•the weight of, and pay the annual intereft on, fo great a debt as

140,000,000 of gilders, contraded by their war with Spain, befides
other debts not at intereft, amounting to i 3.000,000 more. A capital
' debt (fays our author) upon intereft, wiiich will not be believed by
' other nations, nor poifibly by our fuccefiois in Holland, to have been
' born by fo iniall a province, and at the lame time many other heavy
' taxes, for the defence of themlelves and their allies.'

The worftcd mauufidures of Norwich and its neighbourhood, known
by the naniu of Norwich ftuffs, being now arrived at a great pitch of
reputation l^y their great vent in foreign part.s as well as at home, the
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out government, laws, or clergy. Yet in the year 1745 they, with only
about 100 men, repulfcd 600 French invaders with great bravery, and.
killed 150 of them.

. About this time the French made a great fettlement on the great

ifland of Madagaicar, (to which they gave the name of I'ifle Dau-
phin) and ereded a fort near the fouth-weft point of the iflimd. Yet,
after keeping pofTeflion of it for many years, they at length abandoned
it ; its commerce not anfwering the charge of keeping up the forts,

garriions, &c.
The favourers of the new Englifh commonwealth, obferving the great

conveniency of the banks and lumber offices of the free ftates of Italy,

and of thofe of Amfterdam, firft began, about this time, to publifti fe-

veral projeds for thofe purpofes in London ; and one Samuel Lamb, a

merchant, in the year 1657, addrefled a large folio pamphlet to Crom-
well the protedor on this fubjed, though nothing was done in confe-

quence thereof.

1 65 1.—In the year 1651 the rump parliament, taking into their con-
fideration, that the intereft of money in fundry parts beyond fea was lower
than the legal intereft of it in England, whereby thofe Englifh mer-
chants, who carried on their commerce on credit with other men's
money, undoubtedly traded to diHidvantage in tofped to the merchants
of other countries ; and that high intereft keeps down the price of land,

prudently reduced the legal intereft of money from eight to fix per
cent ; [T'hurke, V. i, p. 472] which rate of intereft was confirmed after

the reftoration.

Sir Thomas Culpepper fenior, in the preface to his fecond trad againft

the high rate of ufury, publilhed in 1 64.1 , remarks that * within half
' an age we have leen many improvements of land, and a vaft increafe
' of the bulk of trade, by the abatement of intereft.' He farther re-

marks, ' that it will feem incredible to fuch as have not confidered it,

' but to any that will caft it up, it is plainly manifeft that Lioo, at 10
' in the hundred, in 70 years multiplies itfelf to Lioo.oco. So if there
' fliould be Lioo.oco of foreigners money now managed here at 10 per
• cent intereft, (and that doth feem no great matter) that L 100,000 in
' 70 years fpace would carry out ten millions of money !' Ao in our

prefent times Britain is obliged to pay to foreign nations the annual

intereft of many millions of our national debt, the above remark is an
ulefiil argument in favour of the prefent low intereft thereon.

The rump parliament of England now made another moft excellent

and memorable law for the advancement of our ftiipping, navigation,

and plantations. It had been obferved with concern that the merchants
of England, for ft* ;ral years paft, had ufually freighted Dutch ftiipping

for fetching home their own merchandize, becaufe their freight was at

a lower race than that of Englifti ftiips. The Dutch ftiipping were there-

by made ufe of even for importing our own American produds; whilft.
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our own people had not fhlpping enough to import from all parts what-
ever they wanted, they were neverthelcls by this law debarred from re-
ceiving ne>v fupplies of merchandize from other nations, who only
could, and till then did, import them, Thofe complaints were howe' rr
over-ruled by the government, who forefaw that this ad would in the
end prove the great means of preferving our plantation trade inrirely to
ourfelves, would increalc our (hipping and failors, and would draw the
profit of freights to ourfelves*.

In this fame year a projed was laid before the Englifli commonwealth
for obtaining of the court of Spain the pre-emption of all Spanifli wool.
The projedor obferved, that this propofed pre-emption would totally
diflblve the woollen manufadure of Holland, which, jy me;nis of that
wool, hath of late years mightily increafed, to the deftrudion of the vent
of all fine cloths of Englifh manufadure in Holland, Frn-ce, and the
Eaft country; and hath drawn from us confiderable numbers of weavers,
dyers, and clothworkers, now fettled at Leyden and o.her towns in Hol-
land ; by whofe help they have very much improved tlieir fkill in cloth,
and have made in that one province, one year with another, 24,000 to
26,000 cloths yearly. That the Dutch have of late years bought and
exported from Bifcay four fifth parts, at leaft, of all their wools, and
have fold there proportionably of their own country fluffs and fayes.

That the French have alfo confiderable quantities of wool from Bifcay,
which they work up into cloth at Rouen and other parts. The projed-
or propofed a joint ftock to be raifed for engrofting all the Spanifli
wool, whereby to compel the French alfo, who had already prohibited
our cloths, and alfo the Dutch and all other nations, to take of us all the
cloths they had need of But this projed did not take place ; and was
indeed a piece of fine-fpun theory fcarcely reducible to pradice. [Thur-
be, V. \, p. 201.]

Although the Portugucfe firft, and after them the Englifh, had, in
their voyages to Eaft-India, vifited the harbours and country about the
Cape of Good Hope, with an intent to make a fcttlement there

; yet
neither of thofe two nations had hitherto had courage enough efFedual-
ly to fettle amongft fo barbarous a people as -he Hottentots were, who
had formerly killed a number of Portuguefe on fome fuch attempt.
Neither indeed were there found any good harbours for the fecurity of
fliipping in thofe tempeftuous feas. But the Dutch having more perfe-

verance, and obferving the country to be fruitful, and that its fituation

• The advantages of incrcafing the number of
liome-biiih vl litis .ind native fcamcii wcic under-

(lood fo long ago as the year 1 381, as appears by
an aft of parliament, 5 Rk. II, c. 3. The fame
li-.eafure nf policy has been frequently refumed,
(though, indeed, not pcrfevered in) particularly in

the year 1440, when it was propofed by the coin-

nion5, but rtjeftcd by King Henry VI j in the

yiais 1485 and 1489 [_/uls i Htn. I'll, c. 8 ;

4 Hen. VU, c. 10]; in 1^41 [32 H,n. VUl, c.

14]; and in 1593, when (^een Elizabeth rellriit-

cd certain privileges to goodu carried in Engliih

velfels. King James I, in his commifKon of in-

quiry in 1622, dircftcd the attention of the com-
milTioners to the fartic objed. \_Failtra, V. xvii,

/. 4I4.] And Chillies I alfo confirmed anti ri>

vived the laws in favour of Englifh Ihipping. {Fm-
dtra, V. r.\y., p. 129.] M.



fettled at the Cape where thevh^i^n '" .^^Vr" '^^r. to have firft

traded friend/hir^.U the St^eni. ^ ""^ P''^^"' ^°'^' «"^' ^°"-

formidable and riirnecrmrv ?o rhe^
' ^l"

'•^^^^••/^"dered themfelves

liflied a noble colony tWe for manvi^il!''!
'^^'.^"^'^ '^''^^^ ^'ft^^'

cape. where they h^ pTamedT m ' "• ''''''^' ""^' """^^"'^^^ ^^^ ^^e
much nobler and richer w'neth.n r^. - ^?^''' P'-^'^"^"^" there a

J^ave it. tliat their vines cTme from P."r^'"'^ F'K'' ^^ ^°'"^ ^^'I'

Khine. Thither alfo h- te th^ DmT . ^r' '"!^ "?'*''" ^^^>^ ^"'"""^ '^^^

the ifle of Cylon. TheHre al,bS ""'^•^'"S''^
'^'""^""°" ^^^^« ^'om

ritiesofhenm &c s7rW .i ^ ° '''''^^ ^^'^'^ confiderable qnan-
Eaft-lndil Zpany nSe 'he e ffo^tTe "^n /'f

"^^""" -hich^eir
to be .ore thaS eq'uL thdr^j; n^ t'th cotn? ^Thrlr '^^'

i^^^^'lfo^!ZMrtfaTm^^^^^ and negro naves. They
wherem ail the c'uriouraid fe'ul til' phntrl'" f?^"^ ^^^f^'and Africa, .u-e fuccefsfullv cultivated tF.c }l ^"'"P^' "^^^^

profped for the Dutch reVubirand ,hd^
' very hopeful

have greatlv augmented the nnmhpr ^f •! i

^'*":^"'l'^ company, who
French proteftants who enW^^^ 5

plantations, by means of the
of NWs. So th;tt w rbfnfwondeHr ''' ''7''''''' ^^'^^ ^^'«
colony vies with the fineft coumrir ^ '

'"
'T'''"' ""S^' '^''' J^"tch

the nations, of Europe TLDrrh '
^''''f

'^' """^ ^^'^^e reft of
doned St. Helena XEndim^on^n'^'^^^ ^^^^"P"'^ aban-
The Englift, commonweS e^ ng ^re^ttc "n" "'^'f" ^t^"''vancement of commerre w^ fi,./^ i

^ ,
'"^''"^tion for the ad-

abundance of pSprojeds for nrl v'
'"^^

^""r
^"""^^"g ><-^^r3.

of; fome ofwWhtri^^t^ Ste^ ^"^"^^'^ ''-^-

in our own times : others indeed thnnK ^"^,f
^^^"^'y P^'t in pradice,

tain free .ties m the tlll^X'l^yt^^^^ ^ --
m fuch projedors had relided. did no^! Wever' fo ^ f'' ^^T""great nation. Such of th<> fAr,^«r i,- j

"o^ever, lo well fuu with a
charhy bant, and Sola'' ^'^S^Ko^fe-'tfS?W '

'T^'*
"^

ing transfenible all prominbrv noL? K V ' ^'^ ^''^'^'" ^^^^^ mak-
circulateasourmXnb"7nor^ri r? "^'".'"^ '"''"' ^^ «« ^o

jeds of one WillSmPotter in hTcI" '

f'"^' ^T ''^^"^ ^^^ P'^'"^^^^'^ pro-
fon. &c. long fmce forgott;" ^^^^^^

wherein all payments abovi l\ o or ffn , ['f^T °^ ^ ^^'"^ bank,
be made in bank credit and tlnrhr'^ T^"^ ^^ ''^ ^^ ^^'^^^d to

don, thereihouidbe eVhLs conf/ 'T'^
^''"'^P''*' bank in Lon-

of England, ali centen^gt^^^^^^^ ^" different parts

^l^e %pon of the credu^hereo,?^];:^^.:!,^-^,^^>^
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pofed, for which each mortgager fhould have credit in bank to the value
of his land. The condition of fuch mortgage to be, either to pay fo

much money, with intereft at 6 per cent, within a year from the day
that bank-cr Jit (houkl ai^y way fail to be current ; or, in default of
fuch payment, the faid mortgaged lands to be forfeited, without re-

demption, and to be divided amongfl; the proprietors of the -credit in
bank. Other projedtors propofed banks on the plan of that at Amfterdam.
Others propofed a general regifter of houfes and fliips, as well as of lands.

A court-merchant, for the fummary recovery of all debts, &c. Alfo
fome very ill-judged projeds for uniting into corporations all merchants
trading into any one country, for the fake of what they called uni-
formity in trade. Moft of thofe projeds, after the reftoration of Charles
II, and fome after the accefllon of William III, were again propofed to

(he public, with fome variation in their form, merely for concealing
their being only old projeds palmed upon men for new ones. Such,
for inftance, was Dr. Chamberlain's land-bank projed, which was car-

ried fo far as to have an ad of parliament in its favour in the year

1696.
The magi (Irates of Bruges again wrote to the Englilh merchant-ad-

veturers company, to remind them, that in the days of Philip the Good,
and Charles the Bold, dukes of Burgundy, and alfo of the archdtike
Maximilian, their city greatly flourilhed in commerce and in the greateft

plenty of all kinds of merchandize, fo as to obtain the reputation of the

greateft emporium in all Europe ! but as nothing fublunary is perma-
nent, all thefe advantages are withdrawn, and adverfe fortune is come
in their place : lb that this city, once the feat of wealth, riches, and
honour, has fmce been the feat of war, which obHged the foreign

merchants to abandon it, as did alfo the faid fociety with their com-
merce in woollen cloths, &c. But now a fettled peace being eftablilh-

ed be' v>;en the Belgic provinces and foreign dates, fome foreign mer-
chants are preparing to refettle at Bruges : and as they are informed of
the willingnefs alfo of this fociety to refettle there, they are hereby in-

vited to come to the port of Ollend, and thence by water-carriage to

Bruges, with their cloths, &c. to be afterwards difperfed throughout
Flanders, Brabant, Liege, Lorrain, 8cc. by moft commodious naviga-

tions, by rivers and canals. To this the company courteoufly anfwered,

that, as their letters were intirely filent in the two moft material articles,

viz. the free e.xercife of their religion, and the duties to be paid, they

defired a peremptory anfwer thereto ; fince the Enghfh parliament, out

of their zeal for the worfliip of God, and for the honour of their nation,

could never admit of a treaty for relidence, till thofe two articles be firft

agreed to. [Thurloe, V. i, p. 198.] So we heard no more of this refi-

dence ; and we apprehend that it was now, or foon after this time, that
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thirfociety began to make Hamburgh their nrinciml nnri c,^ c
their folc, refidence and flaple for the woSn^mani^Sau" °"

''^^"

i052.-.We now come to the commencement of the firft very bloorfvnava war between the two moft potent repubHcs which J world hSever Itcn fmce thofe of Rome and Carthage. We have obfe^-^H .K^the new EnghH, ad of navigation of lafl ylar had curlailecHhrbulk ofthe commerce between England and Holland, confifting pr nciDalIv tforeign merchandize imported into, and Englifh merchlnS exportedfrom England m Dutch velTels. In vain, as\e have alfo feen did theDutch remonftrate againft the ad. the Englifh commonweaUh he n^ent on a war with the Dutch: for befides L five foler tads ofhe Enghfli commonwealth, fatisfadion was now infifted on for rh.

Chlrles'n '""n'^f;^
^""^ ^"'^ ^ P"-^^ correfpond nee "th K n^Charles II, and alfo for not giving the honour of the tlac to ill Fn. /?

ou?r'r;-
The ftates-general therefor prepared fo'lar byS

no en^^l fi 'f
^''"•^^ ^'P^' great and Imall, though certSnot equal to fhips of war m our days. De Witt, in his IntLft of Hnl

'of R^r'?"'/- ^^ ^P^'-*^^ "^ " ^^ ^ ^'""S "^'^'•^dibl
• tl t the ftate,of Holland, durmg the chargeable war againft England from rfic,

• to 1654. fhould be able, in the fnace of uvo vearf to hinM ? ^
;capual fhips of war, of iuch dzme'nfrs and ffr ^'a we'^'nev^rt"fore ufed m the fervice of the ftate.' All our hiftories are fulfof th;particulars of this war. which is therefor fuperfluoi s for us to el
SL-Rt^te^^SV/^^ftt^^^^^^ rh ^^-'^'^. Van Tt?p!
advantJgrCthe Jden^a ; g^ttl:^ityTth^ c'f"^^

'°"^^

Blake in contempt of England's^.etenL'noLL re^Stro'L^^^^^^

^^i^^it i^;:^""^""^ 'i\
^^^ ^-^ «!^^e sSri

deftroyir/:^^^^^^^^^
^° "^^ '''' ^"° ^'^ P^^-^"' P-'eftaL ones

with^i,rrr^' uf"'^''
^l

^"^^^^ ^""'^^y ^"^r^hant. brought homewith him a Greek fervant who underftood the roafting and mikirof
rnfff ' ''Vv'" "\^"?"^ ''' *^^S'^"d- This man was^the firft lofoMcoffee, and kept a houfe for that purpofe in London. Profper Alninla learned phyfician of Venice, wL fSouriihed about the yt: fo"'
great Lord Bacon, m his Natural hiftory, was the next ; and the mge-
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nious Mr. John Ray afterwards. Some relate, that coffee has not been
generally ufed in Arabia, where it grows, and in Turkey, much above
200 or at moft 250 years. It was firft brought to Holland from Mocham the year 1 61 6, though it did not come into general ufe therefor many
years after. About the year 1690 the Dutch began to plant it at Ba-
tavia m the ifland of Java : and in 171 9 it was firft imported thence
into Holland. Since then the Dutch have planted a great deal of coffeem Ceylon as well as in Java ; infomuch that in 1743 they imported
into Holland 3.555.«77 pounds of it from Java, and at the fame time
but 1 2,.^68 pounds from Mocha: fo greatly had they improved their
Java coflee. The Englifh. and French have of late years fuccefsfullv
planted coffee in their Weft-India iHands, as the Dutch have alfo at Su-
rinam, &c. although ftill inferior to that of Mocha in Arabia, from
whence all coffee originally came. If the European nations fliould con-
tinue, as of late years, to naturalize in their own weftern plantations
the fine produdions of China. Perfia, Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Tur-
key, it will m time bring the dired commerce to' the Levant to a very
narrow compafs. The coffee plant is faid nearly to refemble the jefla-
mine tree

; bearing a fruit refembling a cherry, within which is inclof-
ed a fort of kernel which, when ripe, opens and divides into what are
ulually called coffee berries. All the coffee brought home by our Tur-
key fhips comes only from Arabia, there being no coffee growing in
Turkey properly fo called, and is the very fame which is brought home
by our Eaft-India fliips who trade up into the Red fea. But as the
former is brought over land from Arabia into Syria or Egypt, it is
therefor laid not to be efteemed quite fo good as what is brought di-
redtly by iea fiom Mocha in our Eaft-India Ihips. Coftee was unknown
to the antients, although, doubtlefs, it grew always wild in Arabia. Mr.
Wotton, in his Refledions on antient and modern learning, conjedures
that the prohibition of wine, by the law of Mahomet, made the Arabs
iind out its virtues for fupplying the place of wine.
. i obacco being about the middle of tliis century grown into much
/greater efteem than formerly in England, confiderable quantities there-
of were planted in feveral counties, which throve exceeding well, and
proved very good in its kind : but as this not only Icftened the duty on
liie importation of tobacco, but likewife greatly obftruded the fale of
that ccnnmodity from our own colonies in Virginia. Sec. which had coft
io much expenl'e in planting them, the loud complaints of the phnters
occafioued an ad of parliament ablblutely prohibiting the planting of
anv in England. Cromwell and his council in 1654 appointed com-
niilli.)ners fur ftridly putting this ad in execution:' and (that we m;iy
i^.l liave recourlc again to this fujed) it was again legally enacted, [12
Cur. II. c. :^ x] that from the ift of January i66c-i, no perl'on whatever



iTiould fow or plant any tobacco in England unr1f.r n«^o-
SothatanendwaseffeLallyput?orhafpraa^^^^^^^ ''"''" P^"*^""'

nation was able to bear an aSment Tf U "o^t^terSh^'b^fl'other great fixed taxes. ' ^ month, befidc

In this year the idand of Granada was firft planted on bv thp Fr^r, i,from Martinico, after fomc ftrueffle with the nif ;J« t. • r 1 .^^
French hiftorian of the CaribbSald to nrnl f

" ^'''^' ''^ '^"^

ger. indigo, and excellenrtoWco '
P''^^"'' ^"gar-canes, gin-

Lond:n'7;:r'"
"^" '™"^' ^° ^°^ - --b-' ^y'y plying in-

We find that the Swedes at this time hnri o f^^t-i-jn of Africa ™„aged by an AfS c^.^an^'r Q„ ™„ ctiftt'

ho.e™ra bo„„.. aid fci.d af.lrXS in .tlTrl:. ^Iir
A virulent pamphlet was now written againft the Enelifii Faft T«^-company, intitled Strange news from India calculated for fl "^'^

the lohcitatbns of Sir William rnnrf^n'cKl- ^^'S."'**^'* ^^^ tavounng

patent of Kin^CharlesTt'trXto ncSl. I^fs thetin fcTthat whereas our people, in the beginning of the E.ft Indh ?.^ 1 ..'

made particular running voyages thither on v to u /^^^' ^""^

our nation by exporting much bEn Y.r h k ''""^^^"^'"S
yet provided with one poTt or iMace oftheTr own^n T 'V'T'^'''"''

^^'^

King Charles I aid our ciripany onThe one paTt'^jThe d;,.*^"'™

yer King Charles and our company could not asrec or Ot,l. Vl ^ '^'

fpe«,ve ftares thereof; and formatter wa'. r/ped', at^ddie Dutch
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have kept pofleflion of thofe ifles. That this languifhirtg c-idlili "X of
our company inclined the king and council in 1635 ro gra i pa-
tent to Sir William Courten to trade to, and plant in, f.ich ^A •< only
where the old company did not trade. That Courten's e» tornire great-
ly alarmed the Dutch company, who feized one of Y 'My bound
from Goa for China. &c.

In this and otht-r wrinntjs, in behalf of Courten's reprefen' fives, our
company is accufed of having combined with the Dut'^'' n>.pany to
rain Courten's projidl. Mr. Courten, fon and executor oi oir William,
continued the trade till 1646, when, as he alleges, by the cruel ufage
of the Englifh and Dutch companies, he was forced to abandon it, to
the damage of feveral hundred thoufand pounds. His complaint was
revived after the reftoration of King Charles II ; yet we do not find
that any redrefs was ever obtained : and indeed it was not much to

be wondered at, when it is confidered that Courten's original grant was
made in prejudice of our Eaft-India company's exclufive charter.

J 653.—In the ye r 1653, the treaty concluded between Denmark
and the United provinces in 1649 for farming the toll in the Sound was
relcinded, and a r-w one was concluded at Copenhagen, whereupon
the Dutch advanced the fum of 525,000 gilders to the crown of Den-
mark, by way of anticipation: the Da^ifli court agreeing to repay that
fum in annual payments, with 5 per cent intereft. {Tbur/ofy V. i,

p. 482.]

The poftage of a great trading nation's letters is undoubtedly, in fome
degree, a kind of political pulfe whereby to judge of the increafe or
decreafe of the public wealth and commerce ; yet it would be more
efpecially fo, where franking of letters by members of parliament did
not take place, which, it is apprehended, was not the cafe as yet in

England, whofe council of ftate this year farmed the portage of England,
Scotland, and Ireland, to John Manley, Elq. for Li 0.000 yearly, which
was confirmed by the prott !tor in 1654. By this fettlement fingle let-

ters carried as far as 80 mils paid 2d, and double ones 4^/; beyond 80
miles ^d, and double ones 6d. We (hall hereafter fee this revenue great-
ly increafed, in confequcjice of ^he increafe of our general commerce,
and alio by additional portage.

The naval war between the two firft republics of the univerfe rtill

continued very fierce. In Jpne this year happened off Dover the fifth

general engaLTcment : Monk and Deane commanded the Englirti fleet of
100 tail ; and Van fromp, De Witt. Oe Ruyter, and the two Evert-
fens, commanded the Dutch one of above 100 ftiips of war. Afrer
continually fighting for two days, the Dutch were dilcomfited, eleven
of their fiiips bcint: taken, fix iunk, and two blown up, with but little

lofs on the fide of the EngliHi. Kroni this difaftcr Van Tronip, in a

memojial to his maftcrs the ftates-general, fet forth, that the Ihips and



guns of the Dutch fleet were too flender in comparifon with thofe nf

no^ «S Ifti Z' Th"r^
''^ ^"^^^^ ^'P^^'^'>'

^-"-" ^at he wtr/not return, to fea, if his fleet were not re nforced with greater ind hentrflups. for (as appears by intercepted letters for HolkmH rK^l rS!commonwealth had then actually 204 Oup of war e !^fn"^^,! f u^^'^,

He. alfo .hey loft .Lir grJtltlkl Va„"-I^°o^7 K« ifKeXn?.

bt.il. cwcuy mips of from 5'^ Co Sc'ginr ' fwe taHfer/'"'' ^'"l'

one liiip loft
* '^' "'''• ''"^ ^"' "'"-y »» fl^'in, though only

ky^SL^iyl)" "i"T' ^'T\f ^"Sl»nd M this time, that tt appears

to have agam tried for this paflage, but wkhout being able to nr^ted
ij'7^.«^-^^rd as was done in this Danlfh attempt. ^ ^ "'^

.

Notwnhftanding what wq have related concerning the Dutch fettle-

3 L 3
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•ment on the Cape of Good Hope in the year 1651, others relate, that
It was not till this year that ^he Dutch Eaft-India company, who had
before been more accuftomed than other European nations to (lop at the
Cape of Good Hope in their India voyages for refrefliments, which they
purchafed of the Hottentots for mere trifles, determined to make a fet-
tlement there. Voltaire, in his General hiftory of Europe, will have
It, that trhey, in this year, feized on a Portuguefe fort there, although
it does not clearly appear from other accounts, that the Portuguefe ever
had any fort or fettlement on that cape. Yet, as it is frequently con-

, venient, and not feldom abfolutely needful, to flop j^t that place, it was
a very wile meafurc in the Dutch companj to fecure a good refrefhrn^
ftation there. Others make their firft fettlement here to be ftiU five
years later, viz. 1658.

1654.—In the year 1654 a fleet of Englifh merchant fliips failed to
Archangel, and with them William Pridea'.«x, who, in his letter to the
governor of Archangel, ftilcd himiclf only meflenger of his highnefs
the lord protedor to his imperial majefty, the czar : wherein he wrote,
that whereas there hath been a diftunce from commerce for fome'
time by the English merchants to the faid port of Archangel, they
arc now come thither with their fliips laden with goods. So' it is
required of the governor, in the name of the lord proteftor of the
commonwealth of England, Scotland,' and Ireland, to know if trade
fliall be permitted with freedom, and if granted, on what terms. To
which the governor anfwered, that the Englifli company i:; hcenced, by
his imperial majefty of all Rulfia, to trade in Archangel in all unprohi-
bited goods, they paying the £uTie cuftom as other ftrangers do. And
that as foon as the Englifh have done trading at that port, they muft go
beyond lea, i. e. home, and not be permitted, as antiently, to go up to
Mofcow, nor to any other part of Ruflia : but what goods fliall be left
unfold may either remain at Archangel, or be carried back to England.
IMr. Prideiux, however, is permitted to go to Mofcow to acquaint his
imperial majefty with his commiflion from the protedor. [Jburloe, F.
li, p. 558.] We need here only to remark, that the protedor, doubt-
lels, knew beforehand, on what terms his meflage and fliips would be
received

; and in order to (often the czar, he now gives him the title
o( emperor, which title, however, has not been generally recognized
till our own times.

A letter of inielligence in this fame year, from the Hague, relates
that the czar had banifljed the Englifh from Archangel, at the requeft'
ot the Lord Culpepper, agent for King Charles : and that the king of
Poland, m this (ame year, luid fent a minifter to the protedor to inlli-
gaie him againll Mulcovy, infinuating that it would be no hard matter
Jor our fleet to take Archangel. [Thurloe, V. iii, p. 50.]

Mr. Prideaux, in his letter this year to the council, complains of the
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badnefs of trade at Archangel, partly occafioned by the Ruffians nnfpermuting any foreigners to trade up into the counti^ fVom San^eTand partly becaufe of the Dutch ftiips coming thithei whd i
^ '

the^pnces of Ruffia goods, and partfy alfo b7the"'4^i^;::;f^rp?.

Whitelocke, the EngUfh ambaflador in Sweden comr^lom.^ . .u

r'co^ft"
'.l^ S«.ede, „ad feized an E„gHm GuT,;.rZ^r„/» fo fthat coalt The Swedes, m excufe, alleged, that it was nnlv o il?ilodge with two chambers

: and the; infilld o a prior g^ant fheS
STi IJT'' °^ '1' ^r °^ ^he country. [T/Zl, kTpfVcf280 ] Whatever mi^ht be the ilTue of this trifling m.tter it^i^"phinthat bweden at this time had fome trade to the coaft nf Pn ^ o 1^

^
they at prefent have no fettlemcnt any Xt^ tW tt^a 'ic^^The war between the two repubUcs of En^Hnrl 3 h if T
ried on in fuch a manner as reideredir.t-tSllmnSf ''''?''

nat on fo hold it out much longer, without ;lti;Tetnhe^";re:to abfolute fubjedion. It was fo extremely vifible thit En^L^ hS .1fuperionty, that De Witt bimfelf, though a foe to the FnJ^m
'

nft^l;^ ' r 1 '^ '"''"y ^'P' «^ w«r deltroyed, the Dutch h-«Iloft 700 merchant ftnps m the years 1652 and 1653. Neceffi^y hert

mercial amolcs wa= i„ fubfta„re" ^ fou„„.,^1,."'°"
'^"'"'"'"^ -"-

Article XIII) That the Ihips of the Dutch as w<.|l fli™ „f
others, tneetins any of the n,5ps of war of theM ^oTn^ ,?m the liritilh Ibas (hall fttike their flag and lowi fhcr .orf,T T '

rr,:ir„r.''^'"" ""^"- '-«^- p^^^^^^^^^

aJt^,ri'^tll;.j?,::3;tdr^;S

nnce May 1652, the Hates-general obhge themlelves to make reftitutioii

been paiitc .hat of a „i,,, ..„, .iK'n,j:c^?.™„7:;;v:.:l::4r.^^^^^^

^%<%
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to the proprietors, with damages, &c. for detention. And two arbitra-
tors from each commonwealth are to meet in Gold^michs-hall at London,
and to take an oath, to proceed without refpcd or relation had to cither
ftate, or to any particular intereft whatever, for the aJjuflment of this
matter

: and, unlefs they agree upon fentence before the ill: of Auguft
1654, the aforefaid arbitrators fliall from that day be fhut up in a cham-
ber by themfelves, without fire, candle, meat, drink, or any other re-
freflmient, till fuch time as they fhall come to an agreement concerning
the matters referred to them.
XXX) In cale the commiflioners to be appointed by both republics,

to meet at London, for adjufting all damages and injuries which either
nation may allege to have fuftained from the other from the year iCi t

to the 1 8th of May 1652, as well in thv. Eaft-Indies as in Greenland,
Mufcovy, Brafil, &c. do not, within three months after their firfl meet-
ing together, come to an agreement, then their differences are hereby
fubmitted to the arbitration of the proteftant cantons of Switzerland,
who {hall appoint like commiflioners to give final, judgment within fix
iponths following : which judgement fhall bind both parties.

Befide thefe there was a fecret article, wher<;by the ftates promifed
Cromwell, the protedor, not to choofe the prince of Orange for their
fladtholder or captain-general.

At the fame time, the Englifli Eaft-India company exhibited at large
all their claims for damages fuftained in India by the Dutch company
f; om the year 1 61 1 to 1 652, amoimting to the vaft fum of L2,695,9.9o : r s
principal, flerling money : and the intereft, fay they, if computed to
this time, will amount to a far greater fum : even exclufive of the iflands
of Poleroon ano" Lantore.

This vaft fum is made up of feventjeen articles of damages and loflls,

which, the Englifli conn>any alleged, they had fuftained from the frauds
and violences of the Dutch company in the Mokicco ifles, at jacatra,
Bantam, Poleroon, Lantore, Perfia, Surat, Sumatra, and tlie Cape of
Good Hope ; where our company, fay they, in the reign of King James I,

(but they name not the year) look pofleflion of thofe lands at that cape,'
and caufeda rampart to be caft up, called Jamcs's-mount, on which they
planted the Engiifli colours. And they therefor now demanded, that
the inheritance of thofe territories might always remain in the power
of theLuglifh, andthat they might be free to colonize .Mid fortify there,
and to trade thence at pleafiire. Thefe feventeen arti. >. t r claim may
be fee.'i at large in the CoUedion of treaties of peace and cu nmerce in
four volume.^ 8vo, priiited in 1732, on which th.-refor we fliall not liere

be more particular.

On the other fide, the Dutch Eaft-India corns :} exhibited, by way
of counter-dema'id, eleven articles, for exp< jucs by them conti^buied
beyond iheii quota, by reafon of a dclkiency on our company's pait
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I') Wedecee, rL.: the Dutch Eaft-India company mall rcflore to
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the Englifli Eaft-India company the ifle of Poleroon in the ftate it ii
now m,

III) We decree and ordain, that the Dutch company fliallpay to the
Enghfh company here in London LSj.coo fterHng.

IV) As to the complaints and demands made in the name of fome
private Enghfhmen, who complain of having received iniury and dam-
age at Amboyna in the years 1622-3, a^er having heard and confider-
ed the matters which have been aUeged and exhibited by the above
mentioned deputies of the Dutch company in their own defence ; and
we being defirous that no relics of complaint fhould remain, r'*,, by
virtue of the full powers and authority aforefaid, appoint and ordain
that all complaint, adion, and damage of the Engliih whomfoever'
whether public or private, on the fcore of any injury or damage which
they pretend to have fuffered a: Amboyna in the year 1622 of the
Enghfh flile, and 1623 i^ew ftile, may be made void, terminated, and
committed to oblivion. And that no perfon fhall enter any adion on
that account, nor moleft, difturb, or vex, the faid Dutch ccmpany, r^or
any Dutchmen on that pretext. And, on the other hand, we alfo de-
clare and ordain, that the faid Dutch company fliall pay here at Lon-
don, before the firft of January next, the funi of L3625 fterling, viz
to the nephew and adminiftrator of tht: efFeds of Gabriel Tower fon, late
of Amboyna, deceafed, L700. And in like fort lo tlic reprefentatives
of the other fufferers in the cruel maflacre and tortures at Amboyna,
fundry different fums to make up the fum total of L3625. And on this'
confideration we infift that their adions or fuits be altogether fet afide
and cancelled, fo as never to be revived hereafter by any perfon whom-
foever.

In witnefs whereof we have fubfcribed thefe prefents, and fealed them
with our leals, the 30th of Auguft, Englifli ftile, 1654.

Juitt Exton, &c. (L. S.)

JndrianFan Aelnwnde, &c, (L. S.)
Upon this famous award, very little remark is neceffaiy. Certainly

Cromwell had the Dutch at this time very much in his jwwer : yet, on
the other hand, it is certain, that the Dutch Eaft-India company'had
committed many outrages on xV-:. Enghfh company, to their very great
damage, whereby they had bwught our company into very low cir-
cumftances It is moreover but too evident, that even fuppofing the
fids alleged againft the Englifh at Amboyna had been all clearly made
out, yet the barbarities and cruelties committed there againfl them by
the Dutch were abfolutely unjuftifiable in the higheft degree. But as the
bufinefs of Amboyna has been fo frequently and unrcalbnably brought
on the ftuge againft the whole Dutch nation, it is but reafonable it
fhould be hereafter buried in oblivion.

This year an ad of the protedor's parliament limited the number of
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for that purpofe, and returned back to England dyed and drefled. This
accounts for an a-fertion in an ingenious and judicious pamphlet, entitled,

the Interefl: of England confidered, [/>. 5, ed. 1694] viz. ' that not above
' 40 years before, our nobility and gentry were furniflied from Holland
' with the fined cloth.' Yet, loon after, our dyers and cloth-dreflers got

the better of this defedt, although the Dutch fcarlcts and blacks are faid

by fonie ftill to retain a fuperior credit even to this day.

In this fame year fome of Cromwell's fhips reduced the forts in Nova-
Scotia in the bay of Fundy, &c. which, in his treaty with France in the

following year, he could not be brought to reftore. Yet upon a re-

monftrance to him from Monfieur de la Tour, fetting forth, that he had
before made a purchafe of Nova-Scotia from the earl of Stirling, Crom-
well confented to its being given up to him. In our times, I'uch bar-

gains of a fubjed to alienate to one of another nation any fuch con-
fiderable part of the crown's territory would not be deemed legal : but
that country's great importance was not well underftood till long after

this time. Monfieur de la Tour, however, foon after fold Nova-Scotia
to Sir Thomas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor of it till

the refi:oration of King Charles II.

In the fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace with Chrifiin.i

queen of Sweden at Upfal ; which, relating folely to the general free-

dom of commerce and navigation on both fides, requires no particular

recital. [General colleRion of treaties, V. iii, p. 89.]

This year Cromwell, for the fiipport of his own peculiar intereft,

though much againft the true interefl; of England, joined with France

in a war againft Spain, which by this time had been already too much
depreill'd. This ill-advifed war occafioned large feizures of our effedts

in Spain, with great lofitis at Tea, and interrupted our profitable com-
merce with that country, thereby alfo enabling the wifer Dutch to get

i'urer footing in the Spanifii trade ; and moreover, introducing into

England a relifii for French frippery, and, which was woril of all, de-

ilroying ftill more, in favour of France, the juft equilibrium of power
in Europe.

In this remarkable year, after the Dutch M''eft-Tndia company had
gradually loft all their other ftrong holds in Bralll, their capital fort and
port (if the Receif was taken from them by the Fortuguek, whereby,

after 30 years pofieftion of a great part of that country, they were now
quite expelled from it. Yet this fame lofs bringing on a war between
thofe two nations till the year 1661, the Dutch Eaft-India company's
luccelTes againft the Portuguefc in India more than countervailed the

other con)pany's lofl'cs : they having deipoiled the Portuguefe of almoft

all their valuable puiieftions in India. Ey ihofe conquefts in Brafil,

Angoli, St. Thome, &cc. which the ftates and the prince of Orange
pcrluaded the Welt-India company to undertake, the greatelt part of
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greatly alarmed, confidering fuch a meafure as ruinous to their own
Eaft-India company. [Letter 15th Januarw i6';4-5, in thurloe, V. iii,

p. 80.]

This it feems was adually done about this time, but the damage
thereby done to that trade obHged the protedor to reinftate the com-
pany, as we (hall fee, three years after this time.
The Dutch, who had fo great a (hare of the commerce of the coun-

tries bordering on the Baltic (hores, frequently interpofed in the quar-
rels between the northern crowns, the conftant policy of the republic
being to preferve an equilibrium between thofe northern potentates, as
the beft means to fupport the freedom of their great commerce to thofe
countries. Particularly in the year 1655 the Dutch, jealous of the
great fuccefs of the Swedes againft Poland, ftirred up the king of Den-
mark againft them. But the Danes being worfled in this war, the
Dutch fent a fleet, firft to the affiflance of the city of Dantzick, infult-
ed by the Swedifli fleet, and next to relieve Copenhagen, befieged by
the Swedifli fleet, with which the Dutch had a fea-fight, wherein they
loft two admirals, but gained their main point of raifing the fiege of
Copenhagen. The Dutch alfo were aflifting to the Danes in the follow-
ing year, in a fea-fight againft Sweden near the Sound, which, in the
end, brought about a peace between thofe two kingdoms. [Ptifcndorfs
ItUroduBion, c. vi, § 16.]

It is undoubtedly the intereft of all Europe, but more efpecially of
the free commercial ftates of it, that a juft balance be preferved between
the northern potentates, fo as no one of them be permitted to fvvallow
up, or even to be greatly fuperior to, the reft.

We find by a book entitled, England's grievance difcovered in rela-
tion to the coal-trade, publiflied this year, that coals from Newcaftle
were ufually fold at above 20/" the chaldron. The fcope of this author
was, that the coal-owners of Northumberland and of the bifliopric of
Durham might have liberty to fell their coals diredly to the maliers of
fliips, and have a free market at Shields, with leave to lay ballaft there,
whereby, fays he, coals would be brought down to 2o/"the chaldron all

the year round : whereas now the owners of coaleries muft firft fell their
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftle, the magiftrates to the mafte.: of
fliips, the mafters of fliips to the London wharfingers, and thefe laft ta
the confumers ; every change of the property enhancing the price of
the coals. By having a free market at Shields, our author alleges, that
provifions would be had cheaper for the multitude of fliipping, being
above 900 fail, and alio for the inhabitants there : and that coals being
bought directly from the firft hand, there might be as many more vo^^
ages to London in a year as now they make. That there are account-
ed at Newcaftle 320 keels, or lighters, each of which carries yearly 800
chaldrons of coals, Newcaftle meafure, on board the fliips ; and that
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1,36 chaldrons of Newcaftle meafure are equal to 217 chaldrons of Lon-don mealure.

To what this author fo plaufibly alleges we need only to add that
the enhanced price ot coals fince his time is rcilly become a great burden to our commercial and manufaduring people, and to all the in-duftnous poor in and near London, and that it would be dolne verv
great fervice to trade if a method could be found out for reducing itand even for hxing them to a flandard price if poflible ; which with'
certain neceflary regulations therein, fome have been of opinion miehtbe effeded m peaceable times at leaft. It feems indeed worthy of our
egiflatures confidcration, that two millions at Icaft, of people fliould no^ngerhave fo grievous a monopoly lying upon them, Jnd on com-n^erce merely for aggrand.^mg a few families : and this of late years afhamefuUy-increafmg monopoly too.

^

While Cromwell was deliberating on the diPferent propofals of Franceand Spam to gain him to their f.de (fays the author of his life, publifli!ed in 1741). one Gage, who had been a Romifli prieft, but now w sbecome a protedant, returned from the SpaniO. Weft-Indies, where hehad refided many years, and gave the protedor fo particular an accountof the wealth, as well as feeblenefs, of the Spaniards in thofe parts asinduced him to determine on an attempt to conquer both the illands of

the reft of Spanifli America an eafy conqueft : and as, moreover Simonde Cafferes, a Spaniard, had alio been confulted in it. Vice-admiral Pennwas thereupon fent out with 30 ftiips of war and about 4000 land forcesbut neither f ranee nor Spain could penetrate into its deftination. Thetroops landed on Hilpamola, near St. Dommgo, but in an improper partot the ifland
;
and marching without proper guides through thick woods^c 600 of our men were flain by the Spaniards, with Major-generalHolmes

i whereupon they embarked with the remainder, and iiuled forJamaica
;

' a place, as Colonel Modyford wrues from Barbados, [mrloe
K^ 111, p. 565 J hir more proper for our purpofes by fituation than either

^

Hdpaniola or Portu-Rico
; lar more convenient for attempts on theSpamfli fleets, and more elpecially for the Carthagena fleet

' Crom-wells intention was not abfoUuely flxed to any particular place in the

?fwlr i

'^'^
^"f

'•"F^^ns to General Venables being difcretionary.
t was even left to his judgment wheihei- to attempt Carthagena. iheHavannah or Porto-Rico. or to fettle on fome jKirt of the Term Firmi

tc) the windward of Carthagena. They armed at Jamaica on the 3d ofMay 1636. and marched diredly to its capital St. Jago. from whencehe Spaniards fled to the mountains and other inucceirible places with
heir beft effects, and after fome time retired to the ifland of Cubaleaving their flaves m the woods to harals the Englifli. till they fhould

return and relieve them. But the Englifli at Jamaica being recruited
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v/ith fliips and troops from England, the Spaniards, after fundry con-
flicts, were obliged to abandon the ifland entirely. When this conquell
was tirft undertaken, the Spaniards at Jamaica did not exceed 1500 per-
ions in number, with about as many netrros. Columbus in tlie year
1494 found it a pleafant and populous illand ; but the Spaniards are
laid (even by their own authors \ to have put to death no fewer than
60,000 of the natives of that illand, and rooted out the remainder be-
fore the KuHlifh concjuered it.

Simon de Catleres alio laid before the protestor the following
fthimc. viz.

• With four men of war only, and four fliips with provifions, ammu-
• nition, and icco foldiers, to lail into the South fea, round Cape
• Horn, and lb pafllng by Baldivia in Chili, (from which port the Spa-
• niards had long before been driven) the kingdom -of Chili might be
' conquered from Spain. Our people to rendezvous at the ifle of La
Mocha, where they might vidual and water, as there were none but

' Indians there ; and as Chili abounds more with gold and provifions
• than any other part of America, and has a wholelome climate ; as
moreover the Chilians are the mofl warlike of any American people,

• and arc mortal foes to the Spaniards, by reafon of their former cruel-
ties, they probably would gladly fide with any people inclinable to

' drive the Spaniards quite out of their country. That if this projecT:
• fliould fucceed. it would diftrefs Spain in the mofl fenfible and leaft-

guardcd part. That the fliips of war above mentioned would ferve to
' feize on the Spanifli treafure going annually from Chili to Arica, and
' thence by Lima and CJuyaquil, to Panama, and fo over land to
' Porto-Bello in the Weft-Indies, as well as to feize on the two yearly
' rich Acapulco fliips. CatVcres for thefe purpofes undertook to engage
' in Holland fonic of thole who went in Brouwer's expedition againft
' Baldivia.' {•Thtirloe, V. \\,p. 62.] Nevertheleli ;his, like all our for-
mer propokd expeditions into the South lea, was not found likely to
aiifwer

:
jiartly on account of the great dangers in a moft ten),peft',.ious

ocean; tlie inconftancy of the climate when there; and the ahnofl in-
luper.ihlf diiTiculties which would be occalioned by being quite out of
the reach of friendly ports.

Cfonnvell apjiointed his fon Richard, with many lords of his council,
judges, and gentlemen, and about twenty merchants of London, York,
Ncwcaftle, "i'armouth, Dover, &c. to meet and confider b\ what means
the iraific and naviii;ation of the republic might be bell: promoted and
regulated, and to report, &c. * {Thurloe, V. iv, />. 177.J

• A IciliT friiin the Hague In the year 1^)53
\\i\i thi tjllmviiijj ri-nniik iiixjii a furimrcoiiiiuiitcc :

« A coiv.mititt Cor Inuic was tome liiiif fiiiLt iTcift.

' fd in En^laiiil, which, wc then ftaicil, .w.iild have
' jiijvcJ viiy pit-judicial to our liatcj but «c arc

' glad to fee, that it wan oidy nominal. So ili.it

• We hope, in lime th'ift of Lundnti ivill furgtl ll\il

' rvrr ihtyivtre merchnnts.' ITfriirUr, f^. i,
f>.

^(jH.j
Oil forue occaiions this ftvtrc remark has been ra-

tlar too niueh verilicd. y/.
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year, 1655, {o far as the date of his letter, Auguft 15, amounting to

660,000 rubles, valuing two rubles, (then) equal to Li fterling, though

at this day ofa much Imaller value. The principal articles then export-

ed were potafhes, caviare, tallow, hides, fables, and cable-yarn. The
reft were coarfe linen, bed-feathers, tar, linen-yarn, beef, rhubarb, Per-

lian-filk, cork, bacon, cordage, fkins of fquirrels and cats, bees-wax,

hogs briftles, mice and goats fkins, fwan and geefe down, goofe and

duck feathers, candles, &c. [Thurloe, F^ iii. /. 713.] It is probable

that the rife of the new city of Peterfburg, and the fubjedion of the

ports of Livonia to RulTia, have contributed to diminifh the trade of

Archangel.

This fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace and commerce

with the minillers of King Lewis XIV of France, a minor. What re-

lates to our main fubjed follows, viz.

Article V) The people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may im-

port into France all their manufadures of wool and filk, and may fell

them there without forfeiture or penalty. Provided, cloths ill-made or

unfafliionable be carried back into England, without paying any duty

for the fame. Provided alfo, that the fubjeds of France may as freely

import into England, and fell their wines and manufadures of wool and

filk : and that the fubjeds of both contrfiding parties (hall be kindly

treated, and enjoy like privileges with other foreigners.

XXIV) Relates to prizes taken at feu, on both fides, fince the year

1640, the determination whereof, if not finifhed by commiflioners

within fix months and a fortnight, fliall be referred to the arbitration of

the republic of Hamburgh.
XXV) And whereas the three forts of Pentacoet, St. John, and

Port-Royal, lately taken by England in America (i. e. in Nova-Scotia)

would be reclaimed 1 y the French ambaflador, and the commiflioners

of his highnefs, the protedor, would argue, from certain reafons, that

they ought to be detained, it is agreed to refer this point likewife to

the commiflioners ami arbitrators in the preceding article. [General

colledion of treaties, V. in, p. 149.]

Againft the conclufion of this treaty, King Philip IV of Spain had

ftrongly remonftrated by two ambalfadors to the protedor, {hewing that

France had fecretly fomented all the confpiracies againft his life and go-

vernment ; while on the contrary, Spain had been the firft; potentate

which recognized the Englifli republic : and his catholic maiefty per-

ceiving that the treaties with Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and F'-itug.il,

were concluded, that with Frarce fo forward, and the treaty with him

the only one deferred, at which ail mankind were furprifed, the faid

ambafliidors had orders to prefs the conclufion of it. And that in cafe

his highnefs inclines to recover Calais, Spain will join her forces to thofe

of England, both by lea and land, for that end. Provided England will

3
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lecret article in the above treafv Jri ^ ^n^ereit ot England
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* rigorous laws made under the kings againft fo innocent a people would'
' happily be repealed : fo that wc hope now for better treatment from
* your gentlenefs and goodnefs ; fince, from the beginning of your go-
* vernment of this commonwealth, your highnefs hath profefled much
' refped and favour towards us. Wherefor, I humbly intreat your
' highnefs that you would, with a gracious eye, have a regard to us and
' our petition, and grant unto us, as you have done unto others, the free
* exercife of our religion ; that we may have our fynagogues, and
' keep our own public worfhip, as our brethren do in Italy, Germany,
^ Poland, and many other places ; and we fhall pray for the happinefs
' and peace of this your much renowned and puifTant commonwealth.'
He proceeds to (hew, that other ftates have thought it their intereft to

encourage the Jews in their dominions ; as, for inftance, the kmg of
Denmark invited them to fettle at Gluckftadt in Holftein ; the duke of
Savoy, at Nice ; the duke of Modena, at Reggio ; and in India there are

four fynagogues at Cochin for the ufe of the Jews, a fourth part of
whom are of a white complexion, and the other three quarters are

tawny. That in Perfia there are great numbers of Jews, and many of
them in great favour at court. That in Turkey they are moft numer-
ous, many of them living: in great flate, and in favour with the fultan

and his bafhaws ; there b iig in Conftantinople alone 48 fynagogues ; in

Salonichi ^6; and above 80,000 Jews in thofe two cities. That in all

the Turkifh dominions their number amounts to many millions of
people. Next, he refutes all the accufations againft the Jews, and Ihews

the damage which accrued to Spain and Portugal by baniftiing the Jews
out of their dominions ; and the great benefit, in point of revenue, to

the public, and in refped to the increafe of commerce and manufac-
tures, which would accrue by re-admitting them : fo that in conclufion

they were re-admitted, and have renviined in England ever fince, though
not in fuch great numbers as in fome other parts.

The republic of Tunis not only, refufed to comply with Admiral
Blake's juft demands in behalf of the Englifti commerce, (who was then

with a fquadron in the Mediterranean for watching the motions of the

French fleet) but even treated his propofals with much infolence and
contumely : and we learn by that great admiral's letter to Secretary

Thurloe, that he fa.'';id with his fquadron into the harbour of Porto-Fa-

rino, and burnt ali heir (hips, being nine in number, with the lofs of

only twenty-five men killed; and then, having reduced them to reafon,

he returned to Cagliari in Sardinia, whence he dates thiU: letter. {Thur-

loe, V. Hi, p. 390.] He afterwards brought Algiers and Tripoli alfo to

terms of peace.

In India the Durch this year took the city of Calecut from the Portu-

guefe; and in the following year (1656) they alfo deprived them of

Columbo, their capital fettlement in Ceylon, and thereby became maf-



A. D. 1656.
467

.'"LtattTSrfltr/™/;^^^^ ""=' °f *= whole ci„„.n,„„

was now .he l^f^Jl^f^^ZTZk^Zalk Vy^ZXlT"grows in too many diftant parts of India rn hi ;./ ^^.^T^.
J^ecaufe it

the Plrt^giefj^e'reLilted ToTht feS^en^ '':.'ll7f,
"">

begun in .641 ^dTIpfc^^ "nlTytr"/;:'' aV/"
"""

'fTtermed the pride and irlnrv ^e ,k. , •.
'^

? V ' ™'' "'=>' t'"ely be
moll noble aCfuperb ftruauretn aT^" f'TT; V«"S by far'the

a fenate-houfe and bank WhL "T "'^
S"""'

'''"''
'
<"""« «>'

defeiption o;i«1rcteeauryan",r " '"'''°^"' '"*'"'

joh&Sr"Sg°f^Ld'"^.hf «:?" "T.-r « -' -*
vinces, apprehenf^rfSrid tLg::?r:tafto t^^^^^^of then fubedts in the RqIm'^ r . u- ? . , ^ ^'^ ^^ ^'^^ commerce
which, ove -awi"g b„,h ^h^; [T„1ff" Admiral Opdam with a flee,,

Elbing in Pruflia.* TMs eondua S' XT^', T ""^ "'"'' "^f"'" "
have before noted, to the general Knor „/?h!^' ? '^''''t'''

"' *<=

l.rererving an eqiilibri'^m^towMntL, '"'"''?'' "">- regard to

Baltic (hores.
^"'"°""™ """««" the potentates bordering on the

.ha?'LTe"XrgltTofta?cT"
''^

'"V"""'
*' ™->> increafed

%o«tS-S^-r™^^^^^
IntereH Ho Td in :h?™tr6"/°'"H7 "^

Y'l'"
'" ''" '>-'' °' *«

fortt'togSiStShf a«
"°''?'

f -1™-* may offer, and
quiring the whr?„i^. , § '/? 3"^' advantages. Then their ac-

Jhe" hale fiLrv S,e trS^'- I'l-
"' ""'' ".S""' Weft-India trade;v-iMic nmery, the trade in Italian wrought fillcs, which the Gcr-

3Nj



468 A. D. 1656.

' mans were wont to bring by land-carriage from Itnly, until the Ger-
* man wars loft them that trade ; and afterwards their manufaduring
' the raw filk themfelves ; their woollen rhanufadure: and in ftiort, he
' obferves, the Hollanders had at this time well nigh beaten all nations,
by traffic, out of the feas, and become the only carriers of goods

* throughout the world.' [Part i, c. 13.] How exultingly was all this
faid, even by the great, and otherwife cool and moderate, De Witt

!

And, indeed, it is a moft ftiining pidurc of their mercantile grandeur,
long fince in its wane, as we have elfewhere noted.
We have alfo, in this fame year, an authentic ftatement of the public

navy of the Dntch, in a letter'from Sluyce in Dutch Flanders, in April
1656, importing, that they had lor fhips of war in their fcveral ports,
including 8 {hips with Admiral de Ruyter at Cadiz. That their firft-rate

fhips had 72, 74, 76 port-holes ; the fecond-rates 60 ; and the third-
rates 52 port-holes or guns. [Thurloe, V. iv, p. 732.] This is an unde-
niable proof that fhips of war in thofe days were confiderably inferior
to our modem floating caftles. We are here alfo to note, that, fince the
Dutch admiral's remonftrances to their mafters, that ia their laft war
with England their fhips were too fmall, they were built confiderably
larger.

We find alfo a ftatement of the nuval ftrength of Spain, in a letter oS
intelligence dated in January. It fays, ' that they are now preparing
* at Cadiz for a war againft England ; that they have there from 50 to
* 60 fhips of war, 30 gallies, and 30 fire-fhips ; but the want of money
' doth much hinder and trouble them, which they endeavour to bor-
' row of merchants, &c. to pay when the galleons arrive ; but if thele
' do not fion arrive, the kingdom will be in a miferable condition.'
[T'burloe, V\ iv, p. 419.] This is a true, but melancholy, pidure of the
ftate of Spain fo early as at that time ; yet its mifery gradually increafed
till the death of King Charles II in the beginning of. the eighteenth
century.

Although Jamaica had been fo eafily won by the Enghfh, yet, on th©
return of the fleet, the protedor, provoked at the difafter at Hifpaniola,
lent both Penn and Venables to the tower. On the other hand, Spain,
refenting this attack, declared war againft England. Hereupon the
brave Englifh admiral, Blake, attacked the Spanifh plate fleet near the

port of Cadiz ; and burnt or funk all of them, excepting only one which
efcaped, and two which were taken and brought to Portfmouth, in

which were found upwards of two millions of dollars.

In a Brief narrative of England's rights to the northern parts of
America, written this year, it is obferved, ' that the Dutch, under co-
* lour of a claule in their WefWndia company's charter, enabling them-
' to conquer what they could in America from their enemies, (i. e.

' Spain) had fettled in the north part of Virginia j that at firfl they



A. D. 1656, 469
;

called their fettlement New Virginia
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low London bridge, and within two furlongs of the river Thames, be-
longing to mariners, (hip-builders, their wives and widows ; andfome tew
other places. By this ad we find that Clare-market in the fields, then call-
ed Clement's-inn-fields, was but juil finiflied ; and it is hereby declared to
be a common and free market on every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Satur-
day: but part of Stanhope-ftreet adjoining was not yet quite built on, nor
were all the buildings adjoining to LincolnVinn-fields as yet finifhed.
By Scobel's Colledion of ads and ordinances of parliament, (from

1640 to 1656) we learn, that the whole charge of the public in this year,
1656, in England [c. 6] was fixed at Li,300,000, viz. Li ,000,000
for the navy and army, and L300,ooo for the fupport of the civil go-
vernment. No part of this fum was raifedby a land-tax.
And the parliament [c. 4] abolifhed all tenures in capite by knights-

fervice, and by foccage in chief, and laid afide the courts of wards and
liveries. They Ifo enaded [c. 5] that none fhould dig within the
houfes or lands of any perfon for faltpetre, without leave firft obtained.
This ad relating to digging for faltpetre removed a grievance which
King Charles I impofed on his fubjeds, throughout his reign, of enter-
ing and digging for it everywhere, without af£ng leave.

There had been a general treaty of alliance concluded between Crom-
well and Queen Chriftina of Sweden, in the year 1654. But matters
relating to commerce and navigation were then deferred to a more con-
venient time : fo Cromwell's commjflioners in this year figned a treaty
with the minifters of King Charles Guftavus of Sweden, wherein what
relates to commerce is as follows.

Article IX) ' As to commerce to be carried on in America, it is ex-
' prefsly provided by law, that the fubjeds of no other ftate or republic
* befides fhall be irapowered to trade there in common, without a fpe-
' cial licence ; but if any of the king of Sweden's fubjeds, furnifhed
* with his recommendations, all privately folicit fuch licence of the
' lord protedor to trade to any of thofe (Englifli) colonies, he will, in
* this refpe^, comply with the defire of his Swedifh majefty, as far as
' the ftate of his affairs will permit.

X) ' It ihall be free for the fubjeds of Sweden to fifli and catch her-
'

rings, &c. in the feas and on the coafts which are in the dominion of
* this republic ; provided the fhips fo employed do not exceed 1000 in
,' number : and no charges fhall be demanded, of thofe Swedifh fifhers,
' by the fhips of war of this republic ; but all fhall be treated courteoufly
' and amicably, and fhall be even allowed to dry their nets on the fhore,
* and to purchafe necefTaries there at a fair price.'

The refl of this treaty relates chiefly to a mutual liberty of hiring
fhips of war ond troops in each others country, and againfl Sweden fup-
plying Spain with naval ftores during England's war with that crowix.
{General coll. oftreaties, V, ui,p. 163.]
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* give them leave to trade for. An hundred men will keep the caftje,

and half a dozen frigates there would ftop the whole trade in the Straits

l^. vi, />. 505.] So it ap-* to fuch as fhall be enemies to us.' [Tlmrlne, K vi, p. 505.]
pears that a fortified port at the entry of the Mediterranean was then
thought a defirable objed for Knfland: and this propofal of GencnU
Monk's very probably occafioned the ftipulation for this port and caftle

five years afterwards, to be a part of Qiieen Catharine's marriage por-
tion, as it accordingly was. Yet this fame General Monk afterwards
found a confiderable garrifon little enough to defend it againfl the con-
tinual attacks of the Moors.
De Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, juftly remarks, ' that althouj^h

' their fhips trading into the Mediterranean Ihould be well guarded by
* convoys againft the Barbary pirates, yet it would by no means be pro-
' per to free that fea of thoie pirates ; becaufe (fays he) we (hould here-
' by be put upon the fame footing with the Eaftlanders, Engli(h, Spa-
* niards. and Italians: wherefor it is beft to leave that thorn in the fides
* of thofe nations, whereby they will be diftrefTed in that trader while
' we by our convoys ingrofs all the European traffic and navigation to
' Holland.'

By the experience of the ill efFeds of former negligence, and the help
of the port of Gibraltar, we have in our pwn times greatly gained ground
upon Holland in this particular refped. Fas eji, et ab bojie doceri*.

Secretary Thurloe received a letter from Leghorn, acquainting him
that the Hollanders were making a plantation between Surinam and
Carthagena in the Weft-Indies, aiming chiefly to trade with the Spa-

niards; foi* which purpofe they were fending thither twenty-five fami-

lies of Jews. * If (fays this letter-writer) our planters at Surinam took
* the fame courfe, it would be much tfc their advantage ; for the Span-
* iards there are in moft extreme want of all European commodities.'

[Thurloe, V. vi, p. 825.] This was probably a projedt for fetthng on the

Terra firma, from which they were fixid to be afterwards driven. Unlefs,

perhaps, Cura^oa be hereby meant, which is a fmall ifle near that coaft,

poflcfled by the Dutch, and very commodioufly fituated for that Imug-
gling trade, the Jews there being faid to be both rich and numerous;
and the Dutch colonies extremely populous and well fortified. It was
probably ftntled before this time, as were alfo, above 25 years before,

a fomewhat fmaller iile near it, named Aruba; and Bonaire, another ifle

on that ''oaft, which produces plenty of cotton ; and the other two pro-

duce fome fugar : and though Curafoa be but about 1 3 leagues in cir-

cuit, and barren, yet 'ts merchants are faid to be very rich by their

trade with the neighbouring Spaniards tor European goods and negroes
j

fb that it is deemed one of their beft colonies in America.

• It is right to Ifarn even from an enemy.
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np. \vhich were accounted to be the bed trading (hips belong-
ing to England, (as indf^cd they continue to be to the prei'ent times)

from 300 to 600 tons each (hip. But the Eaft-India Hiipping fell off
very much, by the .ueneral difcouragements in their trade, and the un-
derminings of the Dutch ; and now they had fcarcely one good fliip re-

maining. Moreover, from the year 1653, or 1654, to this year 1657,
by means of the multitude of interlopers, there was a fort of open trade

from England to India: ' in which time (fays our author, who in 1681
' wrote in defence of the joint -ftock company) our nation had well
' nigh loll all their privileges in India, which are many.* There were
alfo grievous lofles to private traders by depredations, ' u great lower-
* ing of Englifh commodities, and advancing of Indian commodities,
* an increafe of prefents to governors, &c. to fuch odious excefs, t)\at at
' length the very private traders thamfelves, being without union and pro-
' tedion, were the forwardeft petitioners for a return to a joint-dock.'

Yet, on the other hand, the ingenious author of a treatife intitled Brit-

tania languens, [p. 76, ed. 1680, 8ro] affirms, ' that f' ring the years
' 1653-4-5-6, when the Eaft-India trade was laid open, they afforded
' the India commodities fo cheap that they fupplied more parts of Eu-
' rope, and even Amfterdam itfelf, therewith, than ever they did after;

' whereby they very much funk the Dutch Eaft-India company's
' adions.* Yet, it is generally faid, that even the interlopers or fepa-

rate traders were lofers in the end, having alfo endured many indigni-

ties and injuries from the. Indians. So difficult is it to come at the real

truth where intereft is nearly concerned on both fides.

Upon the whole, the protedor now re-eftablilhed the old company, with

a joint-ftock of 1.739,782, though only 50 per rent, or L369.891, was
called in, or was ftridly (at that time) dcemcv" heir capital ftock. Yet,

by the late laying open of that trade, fo many lelfer Hiips nad been em-
])loyed in it, that the company, though now again reftored, could find

few or no merchant ftiips large enough for their purpofe. And the

author juft now quoted alleges, ' that although in former times the
' Englifli trade into che Mediterranean did by eftimatlon employ 80 or
' 100 fail of (hips, from 300 to 400 tons each, yet fince they employ
' fmaller ones, which are lb often taken by the Spaniards,' &c. And he

fays, ' he has formerly known many fliips of the above, or a greater
* burden, built and equipped in England, purpofely to be fent to Ve-
* nice, to be let out to that ftate for ftiips of war, to ferve them againft

* the Turks : but the Holkmders foon cut us out of that employment
* alfo, by ferving them cheaper.'

On the 9th of May this year Cromwell concluded another felf-inter-

efted treaty of alliance with France againft Spain and Holland, and

againft the folid intereft of England. And as fome of the fecret arti-

cles have a relation to commerce, we fliall remark on the following

one?, viz.
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It fecms the Dutch admiral De Ruyter hid taken tvcn Pr«« u n,

Ud »nd Zealand in the K„nch king-, name. And lr,icle S Id v"

fevemeen province, of '.he NeZkLtlt iLoted r'' '" *'
has been the poJeffi.r. Article XV and XVI S '

*'""'" " or

By article XVII the proteclor -was to have the difnnn.r „f
tnes and forts which Ihiuld be takel ^,^1)™™= i l!^ r"^ " "'

f"^''j;l-'--.l=". the (hips a„d,„:"c^S.fo "hfjv rrk2.!°fl"jec^^ftould pa s atjd repal. the Sound as freely as thofe rEngSI05«.—Cardinal Mazann (the primc-niiniffer nf R.-.,,
'^"t'"'*""-

French co.rr w' i

at Pans. I,gn-.'d a convention with thernnch court wnercby it was Itipuluted tliut Dunkirk MardikV . i
•

C> raveling, (when i iken) Ihould be put into 1 e nrotc^i >-' 1

' "^
winch was cntirnieu by a lecond conven^iJ.? five da raJte \vm"^

3O2 ^



476 A. D. 1I558.

following, delivered it un with all its forts into the hands of Sir William
Lockhart, for the protedor. This great acquifition occafioncd no fmall
jealoufy in ihe Dutch, who were very far from being pleafed to fee
England thereby rendered mafters of both fidea of the Channel. More-
over, though Fnmce at this time yielded it to Cromwell for the fake of
his prefent friendfliip, in aflifting to the greater enfeebling of Spain, and
the confequcnt railing of her own power, yet the French court foon
forefaw how dangerous Dunkirk would prove in other hands than their
own, and more efpecially in the pofleflion of England, even then the
firft maritime potentate of Euroiie ; whercfor they foon found means,
(four years after) to get it furrendered to them.
Though clocks and clock-makers were introduced into England at

leaft as early as the year 1368, yet we have not difcovered either the
time or the certain place in which they were firft made ; as is alio the
cafe of feveral other inventions. Nurenberg in Germany has often
been named as the moft probable place of the invention o'f watches, (or
rather the revival of them about 70 years ago) though I do not find any
certainty thereof. The firft pendulum clock is laid to have been in-
vented by Huygens in the preceding year, 1 657 ; yet others afcribe it

to Galileo. Be this as it may, we may be aftured that the prefent
watches are of a much later invention than clocks, though tliey, in fadl,

were but a neceflary confequence of thfe other. The Emperor Charles V
was the firft who had a watch; though fome fay it was only a fmall
table clock. Others fay, that emperor had a watch, of fome kind or
other, in the jewel of his feal-ring. Spring pocket watches were the
produdion of this r-ntury. Foreigners afcribe the invention to Huy-
gens, but the Engliin to Dr. Hooke, about this year. It has fince been
brought to greater perfedHon in England than anywhere elfe.

This year the Swedifli fleet befieging Copenhagen, where the Danifh
king then was in great diftrefs, the Dutch fleet under Admiral Opdam
defeated that of Sweden, and thereby feafonably relieved the Danifli
king and his capital city. The next year Admiral De Ruyter joined
the Danilh fleet, and defeating that oi Sweden, brought about a pacifi-

cation at Rofchild between thefe two northern crowns, through the me-
diation of England and France.

1659.—Yet in the following year (1659) the Swedes, under their king
Charles Guftavus, were lb fucceisful in a frefti war againft Denmark as

to oblige that crown to reftore the fine province of Scania, or Schonen,
to Sweden, after Denmark had been in pofleffion of it for three cen-
turies. This conceflion threw much weight into the Icale of Sweden

;

but feems, however, to have reduced both crowns nearer to an equili-

brium than before, with reference to the European ftates trading into

the Baltic fea.

The Danifh court having farther diftrefled the •^rade of other nations
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by increafing the tolls in the pnflaees into rhp RnU,v 11 j . ^
and greater and leffer Belt • the ti^ T \l

''^"^^ ^''^ S°""^'
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• the fliid three ftates or eirhTr .f A ^ ^ '
^""T

^^*'^f<oever, upon

It ferns th«, before this definitive treaty the Da^er/fr™ j ,tolls tliey exaaed from (hips paffinB the Sound sZ?,' .^
'^''.

i''"
rofe-noble on everv (hin iJnj.

Sometimes they laid a

three and on^-hSereem and «.r"™' ^""^ '^""Se; fometime.
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""

embaflies to Denmark in order rn o-^t tfrlr
,7*^'^'^"" *<-^t ^our lolenin

fome certainty
; though al to ver^v irrl.

''
;?^«der^^ed. and fixed at

branch of contmerce fuc^ ft^r Tft.n
'"iprovement of every

cuftotns and taxes "^^hok.tntf^Tl'c " -f'To^d'
™"''™. ?''

woollen eloth at firft introdttced in" Vtkey h y ac,',n f l*""made nie of the names of the Englifl, traders k£, and o 1". ;:.
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tation of Englifli cloth, calling their cloth by the name of drap de
Londres.

By the Pyrenean treaty Spain yielded to France fo much territory

and fo many firong fortrefles in the Netherlands, and on the fide of Ca-
talonia, Burgundy, and Lorrain, as made the fcale of France ftill much
more preponderate ; the enumeration of which countries and fortrefles

may be feen in all the accounts of that peace ; which was indeed a very
unfortunate one for Spain, and much altered the balance of nower in
relpedt of thofe two nations, and in fome meafure therefor aflfeded the
fafety of the reft of Europe.
The ifland of Barbados was by this time become rich and populous

;

for, in a pamphlet, entitled Trade revived, printed this year, the au-
thor, treating of the value of our American plantations, defcribes ' Bar-
* bados as having given to many men of low degree exceeding vaft for-
* tunes, equal to noblemen. He fays, that upwards of 100 fail of fhips
' there yearly find employment, by carrying goods and pafl'engers thi-
* ther, and bringing thence other commodities : whereby feamen are
' bred and cuftom increaled, our commodities vended, and many thou-
' fands employed therein, and in refining fugar at home, which we tbr-
' merly had from other countries. And all this out of that very fmall,
* dry, and rocky illand.' By this account it fliould feem, that our other
•Caribbee ifles had Icarcely begun to cultivate fugar. This alio feems
to be the firft account of fugar-refining in England, though probably
earlier in fome other countries, (for which fee the year 1503.)

According to Dodtor D'Avenant, who was infpedor-general of the

cuftoms of England, the entire coinage of England for a complete cen-
tury of years, taken from the regifters of the royal mint, viz. from 1558
to 1659, was as follows.

Gold coined in Queen Elizabeth's reign
In King James I's reign, about
In King Charles I's reign

Total gold,

Silver in Qiieen Elizabeth's reign - L4,632,932
In King James i's reign - 1,700,000
In King Charles I's reign - - 8,776,544
By the parliament and Cromwell - i,000,000

Total filver,

Total gold and filver.

Li ,200,000

800,000

1,723,000

1-3,723,000

16,109,476

Li 9,832,476

* Yet,' adds the dodor very properly, ' all this • oney was nnt co-
' e.xifting in this year 1O59. For C^een Elizabeth liot only called in
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' and recoined all the debafed filver cnJn nf rh^ .\.

;
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i?^^
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cumrtances.
''"^'^ '^""^ ^^ had a right to in like cir^

VI) Vaflalage was abolifhed in Scotland, and better order was efta-
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blifhed in that couiitry for providing for the poor, punilhing vagrants,,
and fuppreffing robberies, than had before been in ufe.

But this benefit to Scotland was far from being confirmed after the
reftoration, though fo reafonable and beneficial. The firft four, how-
ever, were wifely confirmed, as what the nation could not have been
eafy without, having before fo fully experienced their beneficial and
xnoft falutary effedls.

1 660.- -On the 3d of May 1 660, a final peace was concluded at the
monaftery of Oliva in Polifh PruHia, between John Cafimir king of
Poland, and his confederates the Emperor Leopold, and Frederic Wil-
liam eledor of Brandenburg, on the one part, and Charles XI, king of
Sweden, on the other part, Louis XIV, king of France, being guaran-
tee. What is neceflary for us to obferve, is, the great additional weight
thrown into the fcale of Sweden, by Poland yielding to her the large,
fair, and fruitful, province of Livonia, moll of which, however, had
been long before conquered and poflefled by Sweden. On the other
fide, Sweden yielded to Poland ihf: cities and forts fhe held in Poliih
Pruffia. The emperor yielded to Kolftein all that he held in that duchy,
and the eledor of Brandenburgh yielded to Sweden all that he had held'

in weftern Pomerania.
We are now again returned tn the legal conftitution of England, of

king, lords, and commons, by the reftoration of King Charles II on
the 29th of May, in this year 1660 : and the firft ad of parliament re-
lating to our fubjedt, is that for a fubfidy granted to him of tonnage
and poundage, and other fums of money payable upon merchandize
exported and imported : the preamble to which ad runs thus, viz.

' The commons aflembled in parliament, repofing ^raft and confidence
in your majefty, in and for the guarding and defending of the feas

againrt all perlbns intending, or that (hall intend, the difturbance of
your faid commons in the intercourfe of trade, and the invading of
this your realm, for the better defraying the necefiliry expenfes there-
of, which cannot otherwife be effeded without great charge to your
majefty, do, by and with the advice and confcnt of the lords *, in

this your prelent parliament adembled, and by the authority of the
fame, to the intent aforefaid, give and grant unto you, our lupreme
liege lord and fovereign, one fubfidy called tonnage, that is to fay, of
every ton of wine of the growth of France, that fliall come into the
port of London, by way of merchandize, by your natural born fub-
jeds, L4 : 1 o, :uid by ftrangers and aliens L6, and into the ourpoits
L3 by natural born fubjeds, and by aliens L4:io; and for every
buf or pipe of mufcadels, nvilnifeys, gites, tents, alicants, baliards,

facks, canaries, malagas, maderas f , and other wines whatfoever, com-

• Tlie bifliops viic uA yit rt'iiillated. yi.

t This is the firll time this >vi;ic is mtiui.mcJ by that name. -7.
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natural born fubieds T - T,.r I ^'*^ ^°^ rhenifti wines bv
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* into the port of London, or elfewhere, L3 within nine months after im-
* porting ; and of every ton of all other wines L4. The importer to
* give fecurity for pa;yment. Yet if any of thofe wines (hall be re-i;x-

* ported within 12 months after, then the aforefeid additional duty fhall

* be returned ; and the importer, paying ready money, fhall be allowed
* 10 per cent difcount.

' Provided, that the prifage of wines, or prife-wines, fliall pay no ton-
' nag«, cuftoms, nor fubfidy, in virtue of this ad, nor of any thing
* therein contained.' [12 Car. II, c. 4.]

As the laft redudion of intereft from eight toJlx per cent was enadl-

cd by an ufurped power, the prefent parliament could not confiftently

take diredl notice of it by way of confirmation, though in efFed they

do it by the preamble to the ad, [c. 1 3] that none (hall take above L6
for the loan of an hundred pounds for a year ; thus exprefled: ' and
' whereas, in frefli memory, the like fall from 8 to 6 in the hundred,
* by a late conftant pradice, hath found the like fuccefs to the general
* contentment of this nation, as is vifible by feveral improvements

:

' and whereas neverthelefs it is the endeavour of fome at prefent to

* reduce it back again in pradice to the allowance of the ftatute ftill in
* force,' (i. e. to 8 per cent) ' to the great difcouragement of ingenui-
' ty and induftry in the hufbandry, trade, and commerce of this na^
* tion : be it therefor enaded, that from and after the 29th of Sep-
* tember 1660, none fliall take above 6 per cent, as above, and that

* all bonds and alTurances whatever made after the time aforefaid, for

* payment of any principal money to be lent or covenanted to be per-
* formed, upon, or for any ufury, whereon there fhall be referved or
' taken above the rate of L6 in the hundred, fhall be utterly void

;

' and the taker of any higher intereft or ufury, fhall forfeit for every
* fuch offence the treble value of the money fo lent, &c.' [12 Car..

II, c. 13.]

Two things are worth remarking in this ad, viz. firft, that the word
rifury was ftill the legal term for the lawful intereft of money ; fecond-

ly, that it does not take the leaft notice of the unlawfulnei's, in point of

religion or confcience, or the fin of taking ufury or intereft for the loan

of money, as has been expreflea in the preceding ads for redudion there-

of. Upon this redudion. Sir Jofiah Child remarks, as he alfo did in

treating on the two former redudions, that in about 20 years after the

like redudion by the rump parliament in 1651, notwithftanding the

long civil wars and the great complaints of the deadnefs of trade, there

are more men to be found upon the exchange now (1688) * worth

Li 0,000 than were then worth Liooo ; and that L500 fixty years be-

• His Brief obfervaticm eoncermog trade and inttrefl of money were firft publifhed in 1688, 410. He
wde a fliort addition to it in the fame year, and by degreei hit judicious wdtingt on commerce have

fwellcd to a fizcablc 8to volume. ^.
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fore with a daughter, was efteemed a larger portion than L«nr>o in i,-time; that gentlewomen in thofe days eLnld themfdveswe^ dothed m a ferge gown which a chambermaid now would be la" ejto be feen m ; that, befide the great increafe of rich rIorL T^
jewels and houfehold furniture, fhere rereioo co L^^^^kept formerly

;
all which, and much more, he folely Tfcr^b^ to T.abatement of mtereft, which he cails the cal/a caufanJTauleVhcaufes of the riches of the Dutch as well asif3ves Hcreafed tafix times what it then was : ' hereby alfo.' fays he. ' we a're enabled mpay a greater tax in one year thnA our for'efath;rs courirwem^"I can fays he. ' myfelf remember, fmce there were not ufed in Lon

• feaft o,rH^-^^''^°'^"'y^
^"^ landing of merchant goods by a^leaft o,,e jj^^^j p^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ that wSe tLlcould Icarce have employment for half what they could dr I In?

IV^^ '°"^7J "°T ^''^^ twenty years purchal^ wTkh would nothen have yielded- above eight or ten atmoft. TheW fa m^^^^^lands to be now fold would yield treble,' and in fomL cafes fix tTr^e?the money they were fold 1 :;r fifty years ago. Sd has fIfo b^S
IZ^ K^Pr'^^'Jx"^ ^'''^'' ^"^^^ S^^^t P^" of it haTbeen lately pof

In l5lA '^" ''^'^^«"°"'^ EngUlh, who were fddiers in the la'e armv '

try bTrich'o Toir 'tT " ' T^"^ ^"^ 1° J"'^^^ whether any couL

n Fr^n^: ^""T'
^°'^"h«-^ding their great plenty ^f all Sons"

' yeafrpuTcC^^^ " '' 7 P^^r^' ^^^'^ y-'^ abou? eTgtea
. ^ri!

P"/^^^!^- In Italy, money will not yield above ^ per cent unon real fecunty. and there the people are rich full nf rJ^f
cen up-

;

tired, and their lands will feU at'35' o ^^^ pu^hafe tndTht'kIS fo, or better with them in Hdland is too manifeV t^ t^ ,

: IToS-Tu'' 'Y''
^"^.^^^^' ^^^^^^ -kercoTm^r^Vr"^^^^^^^^^

grolled by a few, as is always the cafe where intereft is verv hi^hMlwas the cafe m England in^EUzabeth's and James iVt'me^ wheA Tn
cent Z7T ^''

''""Kt ^P^^"' '^' "^"^^ intereft isTo andI2 per"cent; and there, notwithftanding they have the onlv . r.H^ • ^u

. them.- Our author, however, feem. ,o have bem awareTa very

.0*8 "r%™ i!r,ht"t"S !'* " «"""* """ '"«"« »» '"'-"i b, .a of p.,I,W„,.

3P2
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ftrong objeftion againfl: a precipitate redudion of the legal interefl of
money in a naiion, without duely attending to what may very properly
be termed the natural intereft of money in fuch a nation, i. e. at what
intereft money may generally be borrowed on good fccurity, fo that
fuch propofed legal rcdudion of intereft fhould not be very different
from the natural injtereft of money at the time : whcrefor he obfcrves,
' that the matter in England was, at that time, prepared for an abate-
' ment of intereft ; for, fays he, the Eaft^India company do now bor-
' row what they want at 4 per cent.'

Yet notwithftanding all that this able and experienced gentleman has
faid upon this favourite fubjed of his, it ff^ems to us, that he has not
fufficiently confidered another point, viz. that low intereft for money
in any country, is at leaft as much the effed, as the caufe, of wealth and
cornmerce. An increafe of commerce brings an increafe of wealth,
which is ever attended with an increafe of money, and fuch increafe of
money will naturally and neceflarily produce a low rate of intereft, as
plenty of any thing whatever neceflarily caufes its cheapnefs. A wife
nation may indeed facilitate the redudion of their legal intereft, by
good and prudent preparatory regulations, and thereby contribute to
the increafe of commerce and to the encouragement of agriculture';
but fuch redudion of the legal intereft is to be donewi<h great circum-
fpedion, and ever with a due regard t'o the current natural intereft of
money at any fuch propofed time.

In this fame fefllon of parliament the firft legal ad was palTed for the
general encouragement and increafe of fhipping and navigation. Where-
* in,' fays its preamble, * under the good providence and protedion of
* God, the wealth, fafety, and ftrength of this kingdom are fo much
* concerned.'

The principal enading claufes are,

I) • No goods or commodities whatfoever ftiall be imported into, or
exported from, any of the king's lands, iflands, plantations, or territories,
* in Afia, Africa, or America, in any other than Englifh, Irifli, or pkin-
* tation built ftiips, and whereof the mafter and at leaft three-fourths
* of the mariners fliall be Engliflimen, under forfeiture of ftiip and
' goods.'

II) • None but natural-bom fubjeds, or naturalized, fhall henceforth
' exercife the occupation of a merchant or fador in thofe places, under
' forfeiture of goods and cliattels *.'

III) ' No goods of the growth, produd, or manufadure, of Afia,
* Africa, ( r America, fliall be imported into England, but in fuch ftiips

* as do trusly belong to Englifli people, either here or in the king's lands

• This is ;in improvement iipun the art of n.ivigation of i6ji. It was common to have Dutch,
merchants ailing an faAors and ag< als in Eiig!i!h colonics, yi.
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and navigated as in the Hrft claufe
its.

or plantations in thofe p
above *.'

IV) ' No goods or commodities of foreien erowtTi t^r,.^, a,-

:
owner, in .Hole „. i„ parl! I^rS^fl^Kr"r;";^"!'!

;

.he forefaid good, ca/only^Z TJ^'umwLf firt CJd'T

' and they (hall fwear tLt tt ^tv ^f'[
.'^''' ^'^"-^ *''"^ ""^ ''1^^'"=^-

' tl-n fpedfied) r fu^ n p^'nd that'f'f '
conHderation (to be

J uta imp, and tlut no foreigner has any fliare

• Tin's claufe fccured the V-\(\ rn,i;„ r-
and Levant companies, and alf. the Am'erS

!""' Z"' °^\"^ '° ^"^P''""^ ^"^ 'h.ir delinquency
:

lomes, f,om foreign fhips. ^ ^'"".caa co- a, were alfo two otl.er fliips from the fame pJrJ S„ lately aB%.,om tl.eyenr ,,,? twelve "Jji!
>"'/- "">1^- l^rouj.t into Leuh. S,f ,.

fh.psirum A,,.e..radc in Denmark , JrVgu hJ "f | e .Zercantif 1

'""%'","' '" '" "'1"^''"'^'^ -''
- breach of .lu. claufe. by bringing tin.be/ to to tl'c t " ^ ''

' " "'"• P'"^""^
Liverpool, not of the growth of^Denmark, and

^"
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therein. Of all which a certificate fliall be produced, and a regiftcr
kept *.'

X) • This adl (hall not extend to merchandize from any place within
the ftraits of GiViraltar, if they be brought from the ufual ports there,
though not from the place of their growth, production , or manu^c-
fadure, fo as the (hip and crew be qualified as above. The like as to
all Eaft-India commodities brought from any place eaft of the Cape of
Good Hope. Moreover, English (hips, navigated as above, may im-
port from Spain, Portugal, the Canaries, Azores, and Madeira, all

ibrts of goods of the plantations of Spain or Portugal.*

XI) ' Bullion, prize-goods, com, and fait, r.nd fifti from Scotland, in
Scotch-built fhips, and three fourths of the mariners the king's fub-
jedls, are excepted out of this ad ; and feal oil from Ruflia, in Eng-
hfh fhips, with three fourths Englilh mariners.'

XII) ' French fhips in our ports fhall pay .5/^ per ton, fo long as Eng-
lifli fhips in French ports pay 50 fols per ton f

.'

XIII) ' No fugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, fuftic, or
other dying woods of the growth or manufadure of our Afian, Afri-
can, or American, colonies, (hall be fhipped from the faid colonies to
any place but to England, Ireland^:, or to fome other of his majefty's faid

plantations, there to be landed ; under forfeiture as before. And to
make efFedual this laft claufe, (for the fole benefit of our own naviga-
tion and people) the owners of the fhips (hall give bonds, at their fet-

ting out, for the due perfoiTOance thereof [i 2 Car. JI, c. 18.]
Thefe were called enumerated comm.odities ; and by the ads of the

15th, 22d, and 23d of this reign (the firft for the encouragement of
trade, and the others for preventing the planting of tobacco in England,
and for regulating the plantation-trade) the enumerated commodities in
the firft ad were exprefsly prohibited to be carried to Ireland till

firft landed in England. By the 3d and 4th of Queen Anne, rice

and melafles are made enumerated commodities; but by the 3d
of King George II, rice is again rendered unenumerated. By the 8th
of King George I, for encouraging the filk manufadure, beaver,
arid other peltry of America, are made enumerated. And by the 2d of
King George 11, pitch, tar, turpentine, mafls, yards, and bowfprits, from
our plantations are alfo made enumerated commodities ; and all other
plantation goods are called unenumerated. And by the 8th of George
I, c. 1 8, copper ore of the plantations was made an enumerated commo-
dity ; i. e. fuch a one as muft be firft landed in England before it can be

* Ever (Ince this aft pafll-d, there is an of-
ficer cllabliflied at the cufioin-iiuure, called thefur-
veyar of the ad of navigation, who keeps a regifter

ofall Britilh.built vtflels. yt.

f The Dutch were exempted fiom this impofi-
tioii of 50 fols per tun by the treaty of Ryfwick,
much to the damage of Fiance, (as the French

council of trade affirm in their report in 1701)
fince that doty, which before produced from 6 tu

7CC,0OO livres, now ( 1 701 )
produces but 100,000.

/I.

X Ireland is left out in all fubfequent afts, and

exprefsly excepted in that of 22, 23 Car, U, c, 26.
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infomuch that Sir JofiarSld in L nr /^
'"^ '"y, °'^''' "^^'^n:

ftrves to be called our rw' I
I^'<courfe on trade, thinks it de-

• «nd that feamen's wages lxc™el.v.!.n- i"'
"?''' ^^' ""ndored)

' loft the Mufcovy and GreeXL rrX I ""u-
""""' have»holelr

' =..nd other nation's the poTr o? d ,.w'tlTe^™dL"Ah*'™ ",'.= °""^''

extlnfivV'S™;"™,Kfvtd"
'"'," ?''" *" '""^"5 ™ f-h an

opinion, . that™ hour,his Ja we ll ^^r^ f'
>«"'' Child was of

of one half of the Ihippinfor tr de T„rT '."k""''^
''«" """"^

' halfofthefeamenweTat nre?em: si ^°S ^T "?''''°^«' <"«•

aa brought about in a few year, i^r' „ ,, f '"" "'""""on had this

-me, in^a great meafurt^-C he'Du" tn e^'^er/ i"^ ?L'^"^'"
'^=-

"Tvl^^r T'" ''P'<^'''"J' ""I'i" the Medi"er™ean fea
^'^' '"'

dire^t'l^dfore ::f;SrwTh'"''^'' f <>">" -'^- rro,n any
were it not for thTsTa^favs that".Kl,

""'American plantations; a„i
ftips at cur own plaf.i^t''^^i;,''i^fi"*-^/' *°»^^ 4°, ^"'^
mg of this ad and whilft nnr a^» • ^"f*".^'

That, before the pafT-

thefl.psofoth;rEtt«i^^^^^^^

ed the original JJtl^rofplamL ^hi? ^
f

'^'''' ^^^'^'^ ""^^-^^ ^"ftrat-

their mother-county to whkh fh.v "°^T"'J^"- '° ^^ ^ benefit to

could not thereforShouS ^^^^ ^"^ P'^^^'^-n. It

abh to ftand on their o3eis3 r^ ^^ °"7>"''" ^'^'"^ ^^^come
materials for exporStior/a?irn ^"PP^y/^^fiderable quantities of

4
"""" -—r—-•-
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Spain had long before fet us a jiift and laudable example, fince followed
by the other principal European nations who have planted in Annerica.
We may here alfo note, that, till this :icl took place, the Dutch in a man-

ner engroflt d the whole trade to Sweden ; whereas hereby our i.ngli(h

ihips have- fince got a fliarc ofthe trade thither.

Such immenfe benefits obtained by this a6l may well be our jnftifi-

cation for enlarging fo much on it : lince the hiftory of our commerce
muft have been left very imperfect, without duely illuftrating what
has been one great meanr of increafmg our commerce and naval
power. De Witt in his Intereft of Holland, [part i, c. 22] treating of
the expediency of Holland's ealing their own. and charging foreign, ma-
nufadures with duties, obferves. ' that in this fame year, 1660, the
* Englilh fettled their rates of cuftoms and convoy-money fo well, to fa-
' vour their own people as much as pofllble, and to burden all foreicjn
' mailers of (hips and merchants, (he meant by thi? navig-.tion-adl) that
' it is to be feared the Englifli merchants may in time bereave the
' Dutch of much of their trade ;' than which, there cannot be a ftronger
approbation or commendation of our navigation laws.

We have feen, inder the years 1645 '^"d 1656, that wards, liveries,

and tenures in capii° and by night's fervice, were abohfhed by the long
parliament, and alfo I->y the rump. And the ^.eople of England having
enjoyed the benefits thereof for fifteen years, it could not but be very
acceptable to them to have it confirmed after the reftoration. The
preamble to the ads (hews, what opinion this parliament had of thole
old Havkih dependencies of the people on the crown and on the great
lords, VIZ.

' Whereas it hath been found, by former experience, that the court of
wards and liveries, and of tenures by knight's- fervice, either of the
king or others, or by knights-fervice in capite, or foccage in capite of
the king ; and the confequents upon the fame have been much more
burdenfome, grievous, and prejudicial, to the kingdom than vhey have
been beneficial to the king. And whereas, fince the intermiflicn of
the laid court, anno 1645, many perfons have, by will and otherwiie,

made dupoial of their lands held by knight's-fervice, whereupon di-

verfe qucftions might pofiibly arife, unlefs fome feafonable remedy be
taken to prevent the ianie : be it therefor enaded, that the court of
wards and liveries, and all wardfiiips and Uveries, premier-ieizens,

and alio voyages-royal, and ourter-le-mains, values and forfeitures of
marriages, by reafon of any tenure of the king's majefty, or of any
other knight's fervice, fines for alienations, feizures, and pardons
for alienations, efcuage, tenures by homage ; and aUo aide pur
filemarier, and purfaire fitz chevalier, be taken away and dif-

charged. And that all tenures before mentioned be utterly abo-
lifhed, and all tenures of any honours, manors, lands, or any eftate

of inheritance at the common law, held either of the king or
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&c. for :he king's hou7'hold wL taken aw .' P^"'?^'^^^ "^ P^»vifioL

;

things fhall b'e taken, impofcd "r ev ^/ f^r an" T"^
^

"ages, or purveyance for the crown. NrftaU rheV.PK-^;?°"'
^*'-

fuel, corn, cattle hav ftr-.™, x,:/. .

t"e fubjedfs timber,
• taken .way with^ut^hei'frVj'a^". V.l'l

"'' ?''-"^^-ho"es. &c. be
• "own hereafter have any ^e 'don ''''"u"'^

"'"^" ^^" ^^e
' but the fubjeds fhallTeelv buT'';;v'n ^
• Pleafe. undi. prope^t&„"d"'foSl\ttT^ ^ThLT'^"' !'^^
which took awav all fervil^ t»«

•»'»" lorreitures. ihis famous aw.
great Icrds. an7 abfS ^ ^pTe^m^J^K^^^^ '""' ^'^ ''"^ -'^
people by the king's officers urdTrnli

^'^'l^'-ary treatment of the
i-or his table, journies.&cwastokSo" "^^r^'^'y^S or providing
the people of England It ZZ theJ.fl" T ^^u'°"'^

"^''^"^ ^h'''"^ ^^
crown, which had hereby lor^anlr^;;';'^^''^

^"'
T*^"'^^^ ^»^^' ^^e

influence, f^ould be recompenTed fn^ T'"''
'"^

therefor the duties of excili on miZ "'^"^^^>^ ^ ^y this fame ad
or ftrong waters, coffee tet*^,^;^^""";"^^'-' P^'-y- ^^^d, fpirirs,

king during his'liCby way'o^ dd kon^W^"""''''' "*^If
^^"'^^ ^" ^^e

poundage ad already re'cited' fjfcC /) TZl '° '^' '°""^^^ ^"^

• oSt^in^SC^I!'^^^;^^ wool,
upon the forfeiture thereof and of thl^rv ^-'^^'f

'^ '"^ ^^^'^"d.
penalty of 20/ for everyXep and ,/• fof

""''^'"^
'^r"''

^"^ '-^'^^ ^
three months imprifonmemfb; tl^e mafier nrr^ T""'^ f ^°°'' '"^"^

however, added in behalf of the \flts of f. r
^"'^

V^'^^" ."^ "'^"^^ ^'-^s.

and Sark. allowing them alu lly To ex or^^ ^'^-ney.'
kerned wool, each tod not exceeding .rnoundrrl^r '"n

"^ """
T!>is licence, it is fuid, gave birth tn thJ a r^ ^^^- ^^. ^- 3^1
iHcs. and thereby funk .Ve fto £ug?nlS e oTs"'"'?l°'

^'°^^
foiiae other parts of Enffl-md ' Tl ;

"''""/''""'"^ "^ '''omerfetniire, and
P'-els and genera! p7o^ubi"fon of tJ','

" ^'"'^ '^'^^' '-^"^ ^^'^ ^^« ex-
lubjeds. |.nd.y a!lditionrand penritS'have'T. "V"°^ '^

f"^'^^corroboration thereof
; yet fuch fs "he W. T'

^ "ce been enadcd for
that to this day the camobinrrnr'

''^ ''"" ^^'"P^tion to ^ain
a- as loud as ^vi" .l^'^i; n^h'umS^l^^Hir""? ^'^'^ ^^^^^
new la,vs and pcnaltiL., Inv,. t „f f tnemes and propolals for
non. of ,h.n,U ll^^n S,el°XdTrl.al Tbl '

"' ""
^'V^' ^«

>" *.» -„,orab,. ,„r ,„e .A^^l^^ aarS^a'Si^,

vonr
'"'' "'"''""''•""I"- 1?™. i/!

' "' *" •= '"> '•^- «Si.

30.



490 A. D. 1660.

tobacco in England or Ireland ; which firft takes notice * of the great
' concern and importance of the colonies and plantations of England in
' America : and that all due and poflible encouragement fliould be given
* to them ; not only as great dominions have been added thereby to the
' imperial crown of England ; but alfo, that the ftrength and welfare
* of the kingdom very much depend on them, in regard to the employ-
' ment of a very considerable part of its fliipping and feamen, and of
' the vent of very great quantities of its native commodities and manu-
' fadtures ; as alfo of their fupplying us with feveral commodities for-
' merly furnilhed us by foreigners. And forafmuch as tobacco is one
' of the main produds of feveral of thofe plantations, it is hereby pro-
' hibited to be planted in England or Ireland ; as depriving the king of
' a confiderable part of his revenue by cuftoms : befides that, tobacco
' of our own growth is, by experience, found not to be fo wholefome
* as our plantation tobacco.' [12 Gar. II, c. 34.]
The earl of Clarendon (lord chancellor) in his own defence, upon his

impeachment in parliament, obferved, that foon after King Charles's

rcftoration, he ufed all the endeavours he could to bring his majefty to

have a great efteem for his plantations, and to encourage the improve-
ment of them : and that he was confirmed in his opinion and dclire by
the entries at the cuftom-houfe, by which he found what a great reve-

nue accrued to the king from thofe plantations : infomuch, that the re-

ceipts from thence had repaired the decreafe of the cuftoms, which the

late troubles had brought upon other parts of trade.

As the ingenious author of the Prefent ftate of England, [Part ui, p.

259, ed. 1683] obferves, that afparagus, artichocks, oranges, and lemons,

were then but of a late date in England * ; we imagine they may
have been firft produced with us, about the time of the reftoration ; and
probably cauliflower was nther fomewhat, though very litrl \ later than
this time ; as were alfo fundry kinds of beans, peas, and faiads, now irk

common ufe.

In the fame year, the rates of the poft-ofllice, for England and Ire-

land, were eftabliftied by ad of parliament, letters of one flieet, to any
place not exceeding 80 miles, to be charged 2d ; above the diftance of
80 miles, ^d ; from London to Berwick, 3^; from Berwick to 40 mile*

diftance, 2d ; from Berwick farther than 40 miles, ^d. From any part

of England to Dublin, one fheet, 6d ; from Dublin to any part of Ire-

land, 40 miles diftance, 2d, and double for a greater diftance. Letters

of two flieets to pay double, and larger packets in the proportion of
quadruple poftage per ounce. The foreign letters we omit, for brevity's

fake, as they are in every counting houfe. [i 2 Car. //, f. 35.] This

revenue was found to bring in L2i,5oo when it and the wine licences

were fettled in the year 1663 on the duke of York. All the foregoing

• Have oranges and lemons ever been cultivatcit in England but aj matter* of euriufity ? M.
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them all. [13 Car. II r 14 ]

P^rhament thought fit to re-enac^

thfJg^ht^Mrhl;^?'^^^^^^^^^ ?"^'«^ ^-"^« of commons, on
bers of parliament ofEnk^Tdeu'^rsw P""^'^?

'"Jf>^^^ ^^ ™^-^
ment,viz. ' it is the oSn of thff ' '

^^^^^^

* franking letters by tlTSh^^ '^^j^^,^^^^^^ '^^^^^ ^^^^ privilege of
' Prefent the commons in mrLfT' ^^"^ '^"/g^Aes, chofen tS re-

* office within thiskingdom^bv':aof';arr''^
^"^ the ereding a port-

' not exceeding two oiTnceT' ^^%l P^'^'T^^i' ,

^"^ ^'^^^ ''''1 ^^^^-rs.

* this houfe, during thTfutinS^f 1^' ?^''^^^^ ^«. any member of
' days before, and forty dafsafer'^ ^"? °' Filiament, and forty
' ought to be carried and^de fvered freel

"^ ^"'?"'°"' ""' prorogation.
' Britain and Ireland. ^^^"It^^:r'J:::,^^

P^^ ^' Great
Soon after the reftorafinr. «f cA. 1 tt ,

P°'"g^-

the ifland ofNelfoundS ^ItSl '
'^r^;Tf^^

^^^^^ ^° ^-^de
firft fettled on the fouthem' coaft of t/ f ^^^'ff ^y Eng,,„d. ^hey
Canada, and ftrongly fortTfied tlfemfH

' ^ 'pf
^^'^^-^^ '^^^^'^ ^^^o^y in

tinned to encroach on ^he Fnl^^^ t

^' Pl^centia. where they con-
qiieen Anne.

'^' ^"^'^^ ^^ '^'^ ^^ars of King William and

NW^unXVt^^^^ - ^^- public from the
Jt keeps up a great^ number of Ein".""^^"

of excellent feamen.
trades. It perhaps gains us almoft j}^^^' ^"'^'^''^' "'^"^ various
national ftock of tLfur^ f ^m P^1°°'TT''-

'""""^ increafe to the
countries moft of the mtcTvvlTlf' ^^'T-

""^ ^^^^y' ^^ ^^l^i^h

Ireland being but inconfiderabj/ 1^

'' '' ^'PP"^ ^°^ ^'""ain and
thofe countries

; anffome a fo ! f^ TT'^ ".'^^ '^^''' ^' ''^^^ '-
tions have been made that fl, „ '? ' ^"^"" '^'"^^- Computa^-
as much fim as yieldsL7ooo of'whi hV^' "^"r^'^,

'^'"'^^^ ^" '^-ket
wluch Ihews, that the fiH ery is of all r 1 T '' ^11'^ '" ^^ ^''''''^^ ^^^='in

;

were ufually two different wavs oft ? 5' .""^^ profitable. There
and man th^ir fl.ips ;Vom Poo I) nno\uh 'bhI Tf ^°"*^ ^'^^^^
ern ports, and relort early to the bn ?1. f S^^^'^^'-d. and other vvell-

their own proper account.^ Si ers-fn-^^^^^^^^ ^" ^^'"^ «'^
chafe their cargoes of thoVe fiH ers n l,r 'f^

'° \^^ ^^'"'J' and pur-
their llages. The banks 'rf dt /I

"
I

' "^'^ inhabitants frum^ff
-Wch the cod refort in infinke n mt'

""'

^f
'"^'""^ mountains, to

tl\eir livers in confiderablequ^nthier;. f ^'V"^ '' ^'•^'^^•" ^^^

" ' j-i»»iaicu,

3^2
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where he inftruded the planters in the cultivation of the fugar-cane
j

for which, and his other great improvements, he was afterwards ap-

pointed governor of Jamaica, and fo continued from 1663 to 1669.

About this time, the Dutch attempted the conqueft of Goa, the chief

fettlement of the Portuguefe in Eaft India ; but it being then probably

in a better condition than fince. they were not able to take it, although

they blocked up the bar of that city for twelve years together. Goa

was rtill a magnificent city, full of churches and monafteries : fome ac-

counts fay, to the number of eighty ; and that its diftrid extended for-

ty miles along the coaft, and fifteen miles within land. That there were

then about 30,000 perfons in its, difl;rid, who lived by the church, be-

ing equal in number to the laity there, (a mod wife nation furely
!)

befides 50,000 native Indians. Yet it is no wonder that moft of the

lairy are defcribed to be poor, fince the clergy fwallow up the bulk of

its riches. Goa is, in our time, much decayed, occafioned chiefly in-

deed by the Portuguefe having lofl: moft of their fettlements and fado-

ries in India. Yet it was defcribed fome years ago as having 140,000

people of all forts under the Portuguefe dominion, in the ifles of Goa,

South Salfet and Bardes, whither three or four large veffels went yearly

from Portugal, now probably not fo many.

We may here obferve, that the parliament this year pafled an ad in

favour of the Dutch or Flemings at Cokhefter, who in Queen Elizabeth's

time brought the manufadure of bayes into England. Hereby the

governor of the Dutch bay-hall in that town, and the Datch people be-

longing to that community, were confirmed in all the privileges and

immunities which they had' at any preceding time enjoyed. And all

bayes made in that town were direded to be carried to their row-hall,

to be fearched and ftamped, before they be fold, [i 2 Car. II. c. 22.]

The coins of King Charles II confifted of the fame pieces with thofe

coined in the iecond year of his fiither, and were all hammered, till the

year 1665, when milled money was coined.

In this remarkable year was the royal fociety of London formed and

incorporated by King Charles II ; of which the author of this work

does not prefume to give the complete and perfed charader and eulo-

gium. It is fufficient for his purpofe only to remark, that its improve-

ments in aftronomy and geography are alone fuflncient te exalt its repu-

tation, and to demonftrate its great utility even, to the mercantile world,

without infifting on its many and great improvements in other arts and

fciences, fome of which have alfo a relation to commerce, navigation,

manufadures, mines, agriculture, &c. Voltaire, in his Age of Louis

XIV, obferves, * that to this illuftrious fociety the world is indebted

• for' the late difcoveries relating to light, the principle of gravitation,

' the motion of the fixed ftars, the geometry of tranfcendaut qualities,

• and an hundred other difcoveries, which, in this refped, might juftly
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In 1666 the great Colbert, emulous of thisWy of Eneland advifpH

S^^r^^t ^'''' r ^^^ ^^^"^^ '^^^^ °^ fevL/menofSnin: tacftabhfh the French academy of fciences. which, in 1669. became anincorporated body like ours of London, as fundry others have fince beenin other countries of Europe.
So greatly was the commerce, and confequently the wealth, of Ene^and increaled by this tmie. that feveral poUtical writers, and particu-

hn^
;^^\^^°"y™0"S author of the Happy future ftate of England

ev^^ ^/^°T '^ ^"
'I'

'"^^ °^ Anglefey, are of opinion, th! therevenue of England at the reftoration was quintuple of what it was atthe reformation from popery, in the reign of King Henry VIII Thiswe apprehend, may be probable enough, yet no author.^hat we knowof. has clearly made it out to be precifely fuch a proport on of increTand therefor we fhaH leave it as we found it. rather than miflead oj;

CO come a^t

'^^ ^^««^°"S' void of abfolute proof, which is not eafy

While the Eaft-India trade from England remained, in a manner freeandopen VIZ. from 1653 to 1657, an incident in India had almoft madean open breach between our two houfes of parliament, after tl.e reftora-
tion, and made a great buftle for fome years.

fn/?n'^
^""^ '^\^

'^^'°'"'f
^>^""'"' ^ '^'^'•chant. had fitted out a (hipfor India, where he arrived the next year. At the fame time the Eaft.India company had a new charter from Cromwell, and their agents feiz-

v.n K^i!1 'i^^f
J^^dize. together with his houfe and iHand of Ba-

iclla, which he had bought of the king of Jamby. They even deniedhim a paflage home
; and he was obliged to travel over-und to Europetor feveral years after the reftorarion Skinner made lamentable com-

paints to the king who at length recommended his cafe to a committee
ot the council, and next to the houfe of peers, from whom alfo Skinner
petitioned for redrefs. The peer, directed the Eaft-India company toanfwer. who pleaded their exclufive privileges and trade in and to Indiaand alio demurred to the lords jurifdidion. as not coming to them rel
gularly, by appeal from an inferior court. The lords overruled this
plea, and in 1666 appointed Skinner's cafe to be pleaded at their baryet the company found means to get it poftponed to the vear 1667'
when they agam demurred as before, and at the fame time' petitioned
the houfe of commons againft the proceedings of the houfe of lords,which they alleged to be contrary to law. The lords hereupon were
greatly inflamed, and finally gave Skinner L5000 damages, to be paidby the Laft-Ind.a company. This inflamed the houfe of commons, whonot only pafled fome very warm votes againft the houfe of lords, but lentSkinner prdoner to the tower. The lords were thereby farther inflara-
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ed, and voted the company's petition to the houfe of commons to be
falfe and Icandalous. The commons thereupon refolved, that whoever
ihould execute the fentence of the lords in favour of Skinner fhould be
deemed a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the commons of Eng-
land, and an infringer of the privileges of their houfe. Thofe violent
heats obliged the king to adjourn the parliament feven times, and the
quarrel reviving in the feflion of 1 670, the king called both houfes to
Whitehall, and prevailed on them to erafe all the votes, &c. of both
houfes on this fwbjed. Thus it ended, after many elaborate difquifitions
on the jurifdidtion of either houfe of parliament ; nor does it clearly ap-
pear, that Skinner ever had any redj-efs at all.

1 661 .—In the year 1 661 the king granted a new, or fupplemental, char-
ter to tlie Englifli Levant, or Turkey, company, which, after ratifying and
confirming that company's firft charter, granted in 1605, diredted, that
no perfon refiding within 20 miles of London, excepting noblemen and
gentlemen of quality, (hould be admitted into the freedom of the com-
pany, unlefs firfl: made free of the city of London. So all perfons, who
from thenceforth defired to trade to Turkey, and were not free of the
city of London, were put to a confiderable additional expenfe in taking
up the freedom, which has been fmce frequently found fault with.
The Englifh Eaft-lndia company, notwithftanding the diforders in it

of late years, being fiippofed ftill to exift, as eftabliftied by (^een Eliza-
beth, King James, and King Charles I, obtained of King Charles II a
new exclufive charter, dated the 3d of April 1661, by the old name of
the governor and company of merchants of London trading to the
Eaft-Indies. It was to confift of a governor, a deputy governor, and
twenty-four committees, (fmce called diredors) to be annually eleded

;

the limits of their trade the lltme as in the former charters. They, their
fons at twenty-one years of age, their apprentices, fadors, and fervantj,
employed in this trade, might freely trade to India, in fuch manner ou^
ly as a general court fhould dired. The company to have perpetual
fuccefTiGn, .to make bye-laws, and impofe penalties not repugnant to the
laws of England ; might export only 1.50,000 in foreign filver annually.
And in time of reftraint to be allowed fix good fhips, and fix good pin-
naces, with 500 mariners, to fail yearly to India, unlefs the king Ihould
judge proper to ftop them from going, in order to reinforce his royal
navy for defence of the realm, on urgent occafions. None other (hould
trade to India without their licence, on pain of forfeiting fiiips and
goods, one half ^o the crown, one half to the company. They might
admit into their freedom all i'uch apprentices, fadors, and fervants of
any freeman of the company, and all fuch others as a majority of their
general courts ihould chufe. The company mutt import, within lix

months after evf-ry voyage, at leaft as much filver as they carried out.

All their gold and filver exported rauft be fliipped at London, Dart-
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and any fuch freemen as have paTd Tn IefHh° ^^ '° ^T ?"^ ^°^^ '

ther. and make .p L500. or o^ne ^e 1 f^ T^^^^^^^and enjoy all plantations, forts fidone Tp in J a x
?P''"5^ '° ^^^«

new fortifications there ^r at St HeZ n' ?•^^^ ^"^'^
' ^^^ e^-e^a

tnand
;

to have time for the pnym^t of ZI'^T^^ T^''
'^'''' ^°^-

n^onths. and the other half fifr^onX ler aST^'''''' ^/^^^ «^
fliall have paid cuftom are loft thTr,J 1

^ '^ ^"^^ ^oods, which
may appoint governor's iudt; 1. k""" '/

be returned to the lofers
;

living \,^nder LTho[hiTX^l-J'''''^.' T^ "]?y J"dge all perfon
and peace with an^ pHnce or nl ? T""'"""^

"^"^"'
' "^^^ ^^^e war

their'limits)asSt moVL^hftne?. T^ '^"^^^"^' ^-"^^^^
compenfe themfelves on the goods eS e 1'^!" flf '

'"^ ^^^^ ^^
injure them ; may build nlanf o^!i' / It ' J P^°P^^ ^^^re, who (hall

within their imits; may tranLrr f-^ ^
^
'V^'' ^l'^"^'

^^^^ ^^^^^here
think fit, being wil inTthe euSo .nf """''''i:'

°^ ™^^ ^ ^^ey fhall

manner as the^companVfta S ^^^"1 there, in fuch legal

&c. for mifdemeanours mav fel, .V r'^'"r'^P""''^^^^ fin",
lailingin any India^o En^'uhT^^^^^^^ ^\^"g"«^ ^^bjeds
company's leave firft obtuS l^T ' °V"^abitmg there without the
fons in the companyVfeVv ce

'Ze T'^ f'"'^ 'l^'"^
^° ^"g'''^"^- Per-

vernors. &c. in India to befrmT "^ ^"''"''^'^ ^^"^^"^^ «^ the go-
pany, agreeable to th^ law^ o[ the Cd ''r'''"'

^'"^^^ °^ '^' ^-^-
examine, upon oath, allfadorXS- pX'L'^rV?'^^'

"^'-^^

injuries. '
"""''^"» puners. &c. for difcovery of

»ny part ^^^'ZtkZ^ZI^f;^^Z'ZT "'
"i'^

^'^""^ - "^
to be profiwbie ^o the crown

" H,S ^ "i" *"* '"ccelTors not
ing given to this con^p^rby „t f^ti

'

I?' "'^f "'T ^'^''" '"™-
'o,d ,0 all intents and p.irpofe tZ ;.ft

' P";'*^"' '^''"''" "'^l' ^e
claufes in Qi.een Elizibe I W,,-', f ,

" ""'' " repetition of the
for, for brevity's fake; we refer

'^' ^'"" '^°°' '° ""ch there-

CrJi!':, tl%e"':6'r;''r
•""' "P""' ''''^'=- ^^-incorporated by

by this charce;: ii^ whitt hr^rK ^^f'""''''
-^

T«"™''
J^s;;r

"^ of de,.n,.en.s, stc. fS t::s;J::jx;ed ut^ri,;:;

.ut that every one,„how;rarc::^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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of money to the company, on fitting out their voyages, for which he

liad credit in the company's books,and had his proportionable dividend on
the profits of fuch xefpedtive voyage ; the whole inveftments being made
-by the company in their corporate capacity. And they were not here-

by made an irrevocable corporation, but might be diflblved on three

years notice.

The Portuguefe having recovered the rich and extenfive province of

Brafil from the Dutch, and the Dutch, on the other hand, having ex-

pelled the Portuguefe from their forts and fettlements at Coulan, Cana-

nor, Cochin, Cranganor, and Calicut, on the coaft of Malabar, in Eaft-

India, they now terminated the war by a treaty, whereby each power

retained the dominions and fettlements then actually in their pofleilion.

About this time many proteftant diflenters in England and Scotland,

rto avoid perfecutions and reftraints in matters of confcience, removed

.to .New England.

By an aft of parliament [13, 14 Car. II, c. 2] for repairing the high-

ways and fewers, and paving and keeping clean the ftreets in and about

London and Weftminfter, and for reforming annoyances and diforders

there, regulating and licencing of hackney coaches, and enlarging fe-

veral ftrait and inconvenient ftreets and paflages, it appears that many
new ftreets were then fcarcely finiflied in and about St. James's parifli.

The ftreet or way from the end of Petty-france to St. James's-houfe *

;

a ftreet from St. James's-houfe up to the high-way f ; a ftreet in St.

James's-fields, commonly called the Pall-mall, and alfo a ftreet extend-

ing from the Meufe to Piccadilly J, and from thence towards the ftone-

bridge, to the furthermoft building near the Bull, at the corner of Air-

flreet, were hereby diredeJ to be paved, at the rate of ij\ for every

fquare yard, out from the houfes or garden-walls to the middle of the

way, at the expenfe of the proprietors of ihc houfes, &c. The other

ways were to be kept in repair out of the money arifing from 4C0 hack-

ney coaches hereby direded to be licenced, at L5 to be paid annually

fo; "very coach. The rates of the coaches by the day, by the hour,

^nd by the ground, hereby eftablilhed exadly the fame as at this day.

Candles, or lights in lanthorns, were to be hung out by every houiehold-

er fronting the ftreets, in London, Wcftminftcr, and fuburbs, from

michaelmas to lady-duy, from its being dark until nine in the evening.

The following ftreets and narrow paflages are alio diredcd to be widen-

ed, viz. the ftreet or paflltge near Stocks in London ; the ftreet or paf-

fage from Fleet-conduit to St. Paul's church in London ; the pailage

from the White-hart inn from the Straml, into Covent-garden ; the

ftreet and palllige by and near Exeter-houlc and the Savoy, being ob-

% It ia not v(iy clc.ir what (licet wrii tlius dtftribtd.

•|- Now St. J iim'i's Urcct. j1.

1 Now the Haymavkct. ^I.

yl.
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and paffige near thLeftrnd ifZIT'"^'t ^y^^^^"); the ftreet

carts, and Paffen.ers and nr'1.fH''"'f^''''>^
li^^commodious to coaches,

which fhewVry Siv hnwT.?'''^^
'"^ commerce ard trading. AI

part of the ci^of'Sdon^t^^J tU^' ^^j"X'r^"'' Pfhberty of Weftmmft^r «,,o n J

pme
,
and alio how much the

much i? ,hc greTcSuitv of I ™I °f
^°™"1"« »d wealth. So.

par. of ,H. dlfcHp.rifd'Ll';:t".tTa ^Vet";S '"°""'=

rayf.^i/°;Zo^::SvXrafh^ft.^,-^°4^^^^^

company. [,1 74 J^]} 7, 5 ]
'"^'P' ^^ ^^^°"^^"S ^''"^^ °f ^he

<^^^^IX^ZZ^^L'^'^:^f'
«f fl^liamem in this and fuc-

importltion^of n'w afd hroi;^^^
".anufadure. at home, and the.

wool?t:n;\?;rn'S;s^et^^^^ «^'^- «-ep,

[13, 14 C^r II c l^TllvT \f'^''f''^^^'
'^""^ ^"^^^'^o pipe day.

Ibr 'thit very fm^o^am end Z? '^"^^^^.^^^ this time been made
to remark, •tL^thevhavAv 1 """'' ^"'7"' '^^ ^"" ^^''^ ^^^^ ^'l^^^ty

Vol, II
^ ^^ "° ""^^"^ anfvvered the end, though reV

3 R
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inforced by feverer penalties. So difficult a tafk it is efFedually to

mafter an evil, of which immediate and confiderable gain is the ob-

jed.

An adt of parliament of the 9th of King Edward HI having prohibit-

ed the melting of any filver halfpenny or farthing for any purpofc

whatever, and another adt of the 17th of King Richard II having pro-

hibited the like melting down of filver groats and half groats, thofe da-

nominations being the higheft filver coins then in ufe, the goldfmithg

and refiners at this time taking advantage of the ftrid letter of thofe

two ads, concluded that there was no penalty for melting the filver

coins of an higher denomination than were then in being. A law was

therefor made this year [14 Car. II, c. 31] againfl: mehing down any

of our filver coins, upon the penalty of forfeiting the fame and double

the value. Yet in this, as well as in the laws prohibiting the exportation

of our wool, the temptation of immediate profit gets the better of all

reftraints whatever.

The parliament of Scotland, who in moft matters relating to com-

merce, more efpecially fince the union of the crowns, wifely followed the

Englifh, this year pafied a navigation ad, for encouraging of fhipping

and navigation ; but it was not to extend to importations from Afia,

Africa, and America, Rufila and Italy, till fo declared by a fubfequcnt

ad, or by the privy council, or the council of trade, nor to corn in

tirne of dearth. Goods (hipped m foreign veflcls, or belonging to aliens,

were to pay double duty.

They alfo pafled an ad for ereding companie? for the improvement

of the herring and white filheries. And in this and fucceeding reigns,

down to the confolidating union of the two kingdoms, they granted

fundry bounties on the exportation of fifh of all kinds, and made fundry

good laws (efpecially fince the reftoration) for the regulation of their

commerce, and of their linen and woollen manufadures, 8cc. All

which being now of little or no ufe, we have not thought it neceflary

to enlarge on them *.

The laws prohibiting the ufe of logwood, which was fuppofed perni-

cious to the goods dyed with it, were repealed, it being now found

(fays the ad, intitled, Frauds and abufes in his majefty's cuftoms pre-

vented and regulated), * that the ingenious induftry of thefe times hath

' taught the dyers of England the art of fixing the colours made of

logwood, alios blockwoocl, lb as that by experience they are found as

' lafl:ing and ferviceable as die colours made with any other fort of

' dying wood.' [13, 1^ Car. II, c. ti.]

• The Scottilh parllamci.t, at the fame time, rcductd the iiitorcft < f mor.ey to/* (,,> cert, ' f.vf

' of all retention or oilier public burdens whatfocv-r.' IPail I, Cur, II, c. .\i).'\ M.
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• ^^
^^^'iV*?*

King Charles II fhamefully delivered up to France the

peopk*
^""'''' ""^ ^"'^ P*" °* ^"^'^^ '' was held by our

* nZ^ 'l^''"
°^

""'"f
''^ •'''''*^ ^y K^"S ^^^^'•^" ^«h Sweden andDenmark contain nothing new or particular concerning commerce

[General ColL of Treaties V. iii. pp. 240, 253. 254. 263^}
^

Many and loud complaints had been made by the merchants andClothiers ofExeter and other parts of the weft of England (whom thecompany of merchant-adventurers called interlopers), as particularv

and ^^rc";^'"'
'° ^'^ '"^'^ of commons, and ilfo in the'yeals 1 643

r^L ff^'
^^ "T '^P'"

complained to the parliament, and in thdr

th^?! T' ''""if
'^"' 'rP""y monopolizers and obftrudors ofthe ftle of our woollen manufaftures. As it is poflible that fome fuchobjedhons. however nightly grounded, may Fome time or othe behereafter renewed, and as it will alfo throw fome light upon the ftateof our juftly.favoured woollen manufadure. and will give a diftind ftateot that company's condition at that time, we ftiall as briefly as poflible

fet down their ob.cdtions. with the company's anfwers
In general it was objeded,

cJr^^
confining the whole trade of the manufactures of wool fent to

tIX^ T '^' N^.^^^^,^'^"ds. being the greateft ftaple commodity of

onlv r^
•

K°
°"^ P^^^c"!^'- co"^Pany of men, who cdl themfelves theonly merchant-adventurers, is detrimental to all in general, and parti-cularly to thofe ofExeter and Devonfliire : For,

^

I) They make the clothiers take what price they pleafe, by not buv-mg their goods brought to market, umil neceflity obliges them to felleven for lofs. They moreover frequently ftint or limif the number ofdoths to be ftiipped. and allot to each merchant how much he ftaUflup for his particular proportion ; fo that the governor, deputy andcommittees, may fcrve themfelves and friends wifh the greateft Ihu-which IS not only prejudicial to the reft, but does alfo hinder the put-ting oflPfo much more cloth abroad.
^

II) The company confine the vent of this great ftaple commodity tca few places at home, as the trade of all the weft countries to London •

whereas Exeter and other places ought to have liberty to ftiip off their'
feoods from the neareft port, whereby much charge might be faved fIW) By the two refolutions of the houfe of commons in 1624, foriberty to all merchants, as well as thofe called merchant-adventurers
to export dozens, kerfies, and new manufad^ures, as weU as dyed,'

the ci)nfiinicrs nbroad. y/.
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drefled, and coloured cloths, into Germany and the Netherlands, the
Englifli traders increafed in number, and the Dutch fell ofFfo much, that

they did not make 4000 cloths in the year 1632. But the company
being again encouraged by means of their purfe, &c. the Dutch again
increafed to 20,000 cloths in the year, and many of our manufaduring
people fettled in Holland.

IV) This company make their embarkations but thrice in the year,

which hinders the clothiers from felling their goods but juft at tho'V

times, and that only to two towns beyond fea.

V) The heavy impofitions and fines they lay on the manufadlurers
amount to near as mutii as the king's cuftoms, infomuch that from
1616 to 1641, they raifed, as per their own books, Li82,295, befide

what duties they received beyond fea ; whereby the cheapnefs of our
commodities is hindered, and the Dutch are encouraged to improve
their manufadure of woollen goods, as they have greatly done for the

laft forty or fifty years.

VI) The company ftridly tie their members to trade only to two
towns, viz. Hamburgh and Dort, the lafr of which is inconveniently

fituated for vending the goods into the inland parts.

VII) In the company's prefent condition, they are indebted for vaft

fums, which cannot be difcharged but by raifing it on our manufac-
tures.

VIII) The company arrogate powers of impofing oaths, and levying

fines and taxes, on their fellow fubjeds, though they were never yet

eftabliflied by law, and have been complained of from time to time
thefe 160 \ears.

IX) This monopolizing company did in all tranfport but 225 pieces

of woollen goods from midfummer to michaelmas t66i ; and yet five

or fix Exeter merchants, not free of the company, did within the fame
quarter of a year buy and export beyond fea 9254 pieces. The com-
pany employ fhips but feldom, in comparifon of other merchants, nor
the fourth part of the mariners that other merchants do.

X) The unlimited power given to this company by their r is a

great inconveniehcy, and repugnant to the ftatute [12 Hen. VII, c. 6]

;

for they are thereby jmpowered to make what rules and ordinances

they (hall think fit for the fupport of their privileges, and may not only

compel thofe of their feilowlhip, but even all others ufing tr.ide with

woollen manufadurcs in their precinds to obey the fame *.

On the other hand, the company in their \ indication replied in fub-

ftance as follows, vi/j.

• Parker (in a pamplilct called Free IraJe, fell his own ;jO()Js, which ohh'gcs tnirchants not

J645), fays tliat thii tcllowniip in tlie marts belonging to tlicii fdlowfliip lo (liiin tliofe marts,

abroad levy a (w.e of 1,40 tterfing uptm every to the gnat prejudice of the fulc of the woollct

£ngliflimaii on his arrival for liberty to buy and cloths of this rialiii.

I
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I) The comiany do not pretend to be the only merchant-adventMr

£'.I^a""^) u'" ^^^«"l«"«
^hem the mer^chan 'adTemu^^^^^^^^England: yet they count it their honour, that they are no coniDanv nfone cty town, or burgh, but a national corporation'and SS^^fover the kingdom: that they all meet together in tfcirLm abrli^where their confultations are for the intereft of the wToI^ kb/dom^^^^the clothmg trade, and where a majority of the freemen Inltr^prcfent governs in all matters. Yet Uh'ing can £ concluded IntZ

Ifrh rV""""
beyond fea, but by the concurrence of that o'he courwhich refides in the United Netherlands, and of this here in r nn^And this court at London maintains a co refpondence allalon. w^?h .H

ttonc'.TH^""'';°r'
"°/Y°^''' Hull.^ndNewcaft1 :'andL^ter once had one of their moft confiderable courts in it thoul notthere be only one member there. ' ^"°"S" "ow

tiom Ti'^?'?T^/!'^"'"u°P'^"l^''
accufations of ftinting the exporta-t.ons. orofdiftreflingthe clothiers in the fale of their eoo^ TI?their confinmg the vent of the weftern counties to London feeing anvfreeman may (hip his goods diredly abroad from the nexr,;orr?/f ^

York Hull. Beverley. Newcaftle. Hartlepol sTockton Ech t""
s:yt;vVre£f''^°^^^^^^^^ -^ ^" ^^'- P-Tf E^gTutw^;;

company ten marks, that ad can be of no f.rce at orefent V.^- ^\ r
marts are in difufe in the Netherlands. And i

'
^^ough' thTfh fd'lowflup fubmits to the parliament's pleafure to admit all n^en^K

aix"^^"^
°^- ^"^' condition's an/i::iS::s^i^fr^t^h:;

IV) In anfwer to the fum of L182.295 Hiid to be raifed on the trad^by the fellowfhip m 25 years time, they fay. that when they were dfffolved, m order to make room for Sir William Cockavne^s DmL/> ^dying and dr.'fing cloths before exportation. thT feSip wa^hd^bted a good fum of money
; that after their charters werrreft^red rl.were engaged in feveral fervices to the kingand auJIn of Rn^ ' ^^

to King James and King Charles I; toS^ trdw^^^^^^^^^
refidences. and of courts abroad and at home be added it Jn iV
Jhey were no ill huibands. and that this fum wafnot fo'burdefc'obe railed on the mamifadures in fo long a trad of time For Zi'°pofition laid on cloths is but about i per cent • -ukJ in ... r

^"
^ His I per cent, the company's immunTt e ab;oad 'and heirTeeJ

^"'

there, by treaties, from taxes, tolls, watch and wtrLwT -^^^^

rtthV'" ^"^^^-^^^'r"«
Pa;-the NttSlt^nd'^^^^^^^^^^are worth 3 per cent to their members.

^erraanj.
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V) It is true, they owe a Urge debt, occafioned partly by the misfor-

tunes of the civil wars, &c. and partly by the oppofition of the inter-

lopers, and they think it reafonable that it ftiould be paid off, though

very gradually, by contributions or taxes on the commerce.

VI) If the fellowlhip be not as yet eftablifhed by any law, it is now
fubmitted, whether it is not more than time it ihould be fettled by aft

of parliament.

VII) The fellowfhip take care that the rich overgrown traders (hall

not ingrofs the whole traffic, but there (hull be room for younger and

fmaller traders to employ their ftochs.

VIII) They carefully infped the true making of cloth.

JX) They have done more, and been at greater cxpenfe, to prevent

the exportation of our wools and fullers-earth, than all the other corpo-

rations and merchants in England.

Laltly, they infifted, that unlefs their corporation be fupported, and

even legally eftabliftied, all the privileges and advantages, which our

commerce has for many ages enjoyed in foreign parts beyond other na-

tions, muft neceflarily fall with their fellowftiip, and the kingdom at

home be left without a fliadow of regulation in its grcateft concern-

ment.
After this time we hear no more of this company's complaints againft

feparaie traders, nor, on the other hand, of any uneafinefs of merchants

not free of it, the terms being quite eafy, if they incline fo to be.

They have long fince fixed their rcfidence folely at Hamburgh, where

they have confiderable privileges, and drive a great commerce for fup-

plying many provinces of Germany with our manufactures of wool,

i&C.

Toward the clofe of this year, a marriage treaty was concluded be-

tween King Charles and the Princefs Catherine, fifter to Alphonfo VI,

king of Portuj^al. It is faid, that the real fortune which Alphonfo

agreed to give with his fifter was L30o,ooo fterling. It isalmoft foreign

to our purpofe to remark, that France greatly forwarded this match for

the farther weakening of Spain ; and that Spain for the prevention

thereof, propofed to our king three feveral proteftant princcfles : but

it is mucn fo our purpofe to note, that Portugal, hoping for great af-

fiftance from England againft Spain, not only agreed to the above large

fum, but likewife to cede to King Charles for ever the town and port

of Tangier on the Barbary ftiore, at the very entrance of the Straits,

and alfo the town, port, and ifland of Bombay, with the reft of the

ifle of North Salfet on the coaft of Malabar in Eaft-India. Tangier had

been poflefled by the Portuguefe ever fmce the year 1463, when King

Alphonfo V took it from the Moors. To this port King Charles grant-

ed all the privileges and immunities of a free port, in order to make it
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a place of trade, for which, ^ well ai for the fecurity of our M^ditcN
ranean commerce, it was very advaatageoufly fitucted *.

King Charles at firft propofed to prcfcrve Bombay and Salfet as part
ot his royal domam, and therefor fcnt the earl of MarlborouRh thither
with five (hips of war and 500 foldiers. Bui he met with fo marv dif-
ficulties from the Portuguefe viceroy of Goa. &t. that after lofine ,nanvmen by ficknefe, &c. he did not get abfolute poflcfnon of Bombay till
the year X664, and even then not all the territory agreed to be yielded
with It. It was foon after found, that the king's cxpenfe in maintain-
ing it greatly exceeded the profits of it, and that his people there un-
derlold the Englifh Eaft-India company's agenrs, whereby, and by vio-
lences committed on the natives by the king's foldiers, &c. jrreat con-
fufions were likely to enfue : thefe confiderations induced him to makea grant in full property for ever of that port and territory 10 our Eaft-
India company, by charter dated 27th March 1668, to hold it in freeand common foccage of his imperial crown, on reimburfing the ex-
penfes of it, and paying an annualrent of Lio in gold on the ^othSeptember yearly, at the cuftomhoufe in London. It has been bv de-
grees greatly improved by that and the prefent Eall-Indi« company,
both in ftrength, commerce, and healthililnefs, and fome fay, they late-
ly had 60,000 people on that ifle of different nations ur.der our com-pany s protedion

: though the Portuguefe had fcarcely !ooo people on
It. It is extremely well fituated for the trade of that extenfive coaftand now enjoys a confiderable commerce.

i^vJ^^K^^l'^'^'u^y 1"^ commiffion under the great feal, now co^mtut-ed his brother the duke of York, the lord chancellor Clarendon andlundry other perfons of difiin^ion. to be the council of the royd lifhervcompany ot Great Britain and Ireland; and mighty matter/ were ex.petted trom fo pompous a title : yet all came to nothing, though it muftbe owned, that the king freely granted them all the ir.m-mitxes, andeven more, than were granted by the commonwealth in i6-;4, with
authority to fet up a lottery, and to have a voluntary coUedion in all
parilh churches. Moreover, all houfes of emertainment. as taverns
inns, alehoufes. &c. were to be obliged to take one or more barrels ofherrmgs. at the ftated price of 30/per barrel ; and 2/6 per barrel was

por^eT '° ' '•' "^ ''"' '^""^P^'^^' °" '^ foreign-caught fi^Z
1662.—The ftatutc [15, 14 Car. II, c. 6] fo: enlarging and rer fir-ing common highways, lb as they fhould all be made 24 feet inbreadth, was become very ncceflary, fmce the great increafe of carts

x\-aggons, &c. by the general increafe of our commerce. This acl being only temporary, was revived and farther enforced by an ad [8, 9

See General Monk's, -.p-lnioa erf this place, as noticed u.idcr th. year 1657 A.
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GuL III, c. 15] which ordered, that where two or more crofs highways
met, a ftone or port (hould be ereded, with an infciiption in large let-

ters, direding to the next market town to which each of them leads.

It is much to be wifhed that the ftatute-breadth of the highways was
better obferved than it has been hitherto.

It was in the year 1662 that the Englifli from the north continent of
America began to cut down the logwood trees, growing in infinite quan-
tities on the uninhabited coafts of Yucatan, and more efpecially in the

bay of Campeachy, where they made a fettlement for that end, as it

was not near to any Spanilh fettlement or inhabitants. Their firft fet-

tlement was near Cape Catoche, next at the Laguna de Terminos, which
was found more convenient, and where the Englifh buccaneers were af-

terwards obliged to fettle, upon the treaty of Madrid between England
and Spain in the year 1667 ; which treaty, though it made no particu-

lar mention of America by name, exprefsly ftipulated ' a general firm
* and perpetual amity between the two crowns, as well by land as by.

' fea, and between all the countries under the obedience of either of
' the kings.' By the year 1669, that Englifh fettlement was confider-

ably increafed, and much logwood was carried thence to New-Epgland
and Jamaica. In the year 1670, Sir William Godolphin concluded at

Madiid the firfl treaty between England and Spain, which exprefsly re-

lated to America, and therefor is ufually called the American treaty ;

whereby the then pollellions of both nations in America are confirmed.

This gave encouragement to many more of our people to join the log-

wood-cutters, as it was in a defolate and unplunted country, and the

Spaniards had not hitherto made any complaints about it. For it was
not till the year 1672 that they began to interrupt our logwood-cutters

there, or to make the Icafl complaint to our court againll their fettling

in that bay. Sdon after, however, they became fo uneafy at that fet-

tlement and our logwood-cutting, that they adually made prize of all

Englifh veflels they met in the American feas, which had logwood in

them, of which the earl of Arlington, the Englifh fecretary of flate, in

the year 1674, complained in a letter to Sir William Godolphin our

minifter at Madrid. For as the fole advantage our court had in view

by cojncluding this famous American treaty of 1670, was, that our peo-

ple might, without interruption, trade to our own colonies, and peace-

ably enjoy our pofleflions in America, we were therein greatly fruflrated

by the court of Spain's orders to make prize of all fhips having logwood

in them. So that this treaty has ever Ance afforded a pretence for the

Spaniards to leize our fliips failing along their American coafls, though

with no intention of carrying on any contraband trade ; and on fome

occafions they have even feized veflels for having a quantity of pieces

of eight on board, if found near their American coafls. Yet, except-

ing two or three mouths in the year 16C0, that the Spaniards, by a con-
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ed in poflbffion thereof Rn/nc ^K» '
^"^^^'^3' ^^^^h> have remain-

At this time a fiatute was made h-i i± Cnr U ^ r^i f u. l
'

for eredinff vvork-houf« forT^T • u "'^^^^'^X' ^as eftabliflied,

[23 C-^/z/vTsi enahlL ^h f^^P^^^^"? ^^e poor. A fubfequent ad

propofed to the public ^ ^''"^""^ hitherto

KfnTrh^f Tu ^"' "''^'"^ ^^^ ^^«^^« t° «"r export tradJ

he had a S,ht lo dilpS^^if li^ lle^S^^^ ^t':^^c5X ^^P-

.7*7."^ -- "Pious explanation of thi, fubjcd by the board of trade wiU be found under the year

Vol. ir.
3S
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don by the French ambaflador, the Count D'Eftrades, and by the earf

of Clarendon lord chancellor, the earl of Southampton lord treafurer,

the duke of Albemarle, and the earl of Sandwich, (all Englifhmen)

under a commiflion from the king. As for the price, it was almoft as

fliameful as the delivering up the place was criminal, viz. 5,000,000 of

livres, or about L250,ooo fterling. Had that number of millions been

llerling money inftead of French, fatal experience has long fince de-

monftrated its being inadequate to fo ineftimable a jewel. We ought,

however, to do juftice, as far as we fairly can, to one of the four commif-

fioners, who, rather than lofe their private emokunenta, fo fliamefully

gave up the nation's intereft, viz. the earl of Sandwich, who at tirfl: pro-

pofed the abfolute demolition of Dunkirk, and dcftroying its harbour

in fuch a manner as to render it for ever ufelefs, which, next to its re-

maining in our hands, was certainly the beft fcheme. For. as to what

fundry writers have remarked, of its being better to have been fold to

Spain or Holland, that might be true with 1 cfpeft to the time we are

upon, but who could anfwer for the hurt that place might in future

times have done to us in the hands of either of thofe nations, as power

is perpetually fluduating ? there was therefor nothing for a wife king

and an honeft Englifh miniftry to. choofe but to preferve, ftrengthen,

and improve, that place, let the expenfe b-^ more or Itfs, whereby we

fhould have remained mafters of both fides of the greateft commercial

thoroughfare in the univerfe. Marfhal Sehomberg, t] n in England,

advifed the king to keep it, as his naval ftrength would effedually pre-

vent its being taken, and the holding of it would keep both France and

Spain in a dependence upon him : in which opinion, fays Bilhop Burnet,

he was fingular ; and yet there was more truth and judgement in this

opinion than all that was faid and written on this point. For, with re-

gard to the moil folemn treaties, which France's neceflities have fince

obliged that crown to llipulate for the demolition of its fortifications

and the filling up of its harbour, &c. we have more than once feen how

eafy it has been for fuch a powerful nation, void of all fhame and ho-

nour, to reflore both the one and the other *.

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, informs us that the French royal

council of commerce was ereded this year ; and that the king himl'elf

prefided therein once in every fortnight. Need we to wonder then at

• Tlie price, which however, was a n. Iter of

little coiifequcnce, was L40o,oco. [Z)'Ay?rflr/«,

quoted \n Maipherfon'i HtjI. of Grtat Britain, V.

i, p. 51. J It is not eafy to give any good reafon,

why Mr. Amlcrfon, and many thoufands befides,

ftiould be fo excecdiiip;ly angry at gsKinc rid of

the iifclcfs cxiHMifr I'f keeping an indcfenfible pod

in u foreign country, which h;is not a harbour ca>-

pable of receiving large (liips. As for the pofTcf-

iion of it milking us inafttrs of both fides of the

ftrait, it is evident, that our floating caftles may

command the ftrait without having forts or har-

bours on both fides, but that both ftiorcs covered

with great guns caa never command fuch a pa(-

fage without Ihips. M,
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letters or warrants had through mifinforLtion. beJnTbtTn;d7ronhim. by which the Lubeckers fhips, merchants, and mariners wereTcenced to come into England. Sec", freed from he penaYt es ofSie a!4"

' eTth/r^^'r^ ' ^°'^"^'^. ^""°'"- ^"' ''^^ <^Ouncil hvfng confide?*

• wh ch firh°^
?"'"'"' °^^,^^^^^i"g on that ad. and thrdamag^which fuch a toleration would bring upon the Englifh owners of /hfn

^

pmg. and their merchants and mariners, it was frderTby ht m?"
^ ^^^ZZ^t^:^^'-^-- ^—^' orwarrantsl^^id^"

built fhips. even although navigated as that -iaZ^L aTu ''^

'In wTo^t^,^ Wn.S,VLe%font^^^^^^^^
^^'^""^^

II) Whoever fhall export or import goods to or from any port of th,',

n^.!, !J1
?'P'^^' °^^ ^^P °^ 2°° ^^n'' burden) to^r from anv no

nl ^' .'"^f"'T" ^"-^^^'^ ^^^ P°« <^f Malaga, in any ^rthat hathnot two decks, and carries lefs than 16 cannon, (hall pay to the k.n^
°^^Ff."^'"J'."^

'^^'' '^^^"g^' ''^fide all other duties. ^
^ "^

flnnc V ''J °l '° ^^'^o^^age the buiiding of good and defenfibleflups, It was farther enaded. that for feven vears tn r^rr,^ k
ihould build fhips ^vith three decks, or wUrrwrdecks aS ^-l^"^^^^^a forecaftle. v^th five feet between'each decr^umed v^tl^^af aV^^cannon, .ihould. for the firft two voyages, receive one ten^ of aU thecuftoms paid on their cargoes exported or imported. t^Car. J/,

liaSVTove'rt
''"""" "'" '''^"'' ^^ "^^ °^ P^^*"^-- ^g-nft the

Other good liatutes were made this year, fuch as thofe prohibitmethe exportation of wool and fullers-eanh. yarn, and undreffed hid^s^and the importation of foreign bone-lace and other Sch fripnervjvares. which drew incredible Turns of money from us. anS turneTthe

r^'r ^
v'^ T^' ^^'"^ ^"'""^^ ^^"-y much again I us.

^'

Ihe Lnghfh American plantations were by this time fo much cultited and improved, that the demand for feivants and laZrers w.greatly increaled
; and as their mother country could by no means 7tiord numbers fufficient for their fupply. andShey we^-e no" Xn lb

roy'lTo'^ir T""'' "
''°"" "^ """""• '"^^""'^'' '" '»>' y"' '70.. .-s fubord;.,.te to .hi,

3S2
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well fupplied with negroes from the African coaft as they wifhed for, fince

the trade thither had been laid open, a third exclulive Englifh African or
Guinea company was this year incorporated for that end. at the head of
which was the duke of York, joined with many perfons of rank and
diftindion, who undertook to fupply our Weft-India plantations with

3000 negroes annually. If this new company's accounts are to be re-

lied on, it feems, that while the trade was laid open in the times of the

late civil wars, our forts on the Guinea coaft were demoliftied by the

Dutch and the Danes, by which, and by the capture of ftiip* belong-

ing to the company, and to feparate traders, to the value of L30o,ooo,
the ftock of the fecpnd company was ruined.

This new company, fupported by the king's brother, &c. and know-
ing the king's inclinations to make war againft the Dutch, aftet*Wards

got Sir Robert Holmes to be fent out with a fquadron of fourteen ftiips

to the coaft of Guinea, to attack the Dutch forts, &c. prior to a formal
declaration of war ; of which more in its place.

Toward the clofe of this year. King CharLs fent i^.dmiral Lawfon to

Algiers, who obliged that piratical ftate, and alfo thofe of Tunis and
Tripoli, to fign articles of pacification, which they kept juft as long as

they ftood in fear of our ftiips of war in the Mediterranean.

The Dutch, according to fome authors, had taken Formofa from the
Portugucfe in the year 1635. The ports of that ifland were extremely
commodious for tht' r China and Japan trades : yet Candidius, a Dutch
clergyman (in his account, in Churchill's voyages) fays, ' the Dutch
' had built a fort in one of the iflands called Pehou, near ^he mouth of
' the great river Chincheo in China, from whence they intercepted the
' Chinefe trading to the Philippines. This obliged the Cbinefe to
' agree with the Dutch to grant them the harbour of Togowang in
' Formodi, in lieu of the other, where they might build a fort, whence
' they traded with the Chinele, who, however, this year drove them out
' of the ifland.'

The firft wire-mill in England was fet up by a Dutchman at Sheen
near Richmond.

Connedicut, a provhice of New-England, had its firft charter dated
23d April 1662. It was one of the l\x charter colonies of the continent
of Britifti America.

1663.—We have exhibited under the year 1629 fome fruitlefs efforts

(from England) to plant the courury then named Carolana, now Caro-
lina ; but the fucceeding difcontents in England, and the confequent
civil wars, occafioned Carolina to remain unplanted till now, that the

king granted his firft charter (dated the 24th day of March 1662-3) ^^^

the Lord-chancellor Clarendon, the duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven,

Lord Berkley, Lord Aftiley chancellor of the exchequer, Sir George
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Carteret vice-ei>amberlain. Sir William Berkley, and Sir Tohn Colleton whofe eight names, given to feveral of its rivers and coumies wilprobably be remembered there to the end of time. TheTr iS bv
fiuth^'';' '"?

''^'J
'^' ^^'^ ^^S^«« °f "°"h latitude (beTng' theouth border of modem Virginia) to the 31ft degree or the ImK

Heflward without hmitation to the South fea. The terri orv wi
oTt':;:nt"r;aTs"^^ °^p^y^"^^ atuT;u7r:::

ratiwi'on'tW Si" M^'P*"^ '^' '^"''^^ °^ ^"gJ^"d in repair was a

he ar.ir • ^ft^^°ld«" ^« proportion to their rents, together with

hnJ^? V^^ f '^^ ™^"' *^« <^««s. and horfes, of the neighbour

hna r J"
'
u
'""'^ ^"""^"^ °^ ^^y'' But now. by the iL^eafe ofTn

Zi'Zt- ^r/ ^f
-^'^^ by waggons and pacic horfes wereTexceeSmgly multiplied, that thofe means of repairing the roads were fnnnH

b"&tr:LVf"^''"T "J"?'
^'^^ ^ -ighLurhtdTodrbe

of the kingdom T?^°" f 'f^'
^""^

J' ^^^"^^« °^ ^ ^^^^"^ q"«rter

^nd ar ^W • ^' '^^'^^°'" "^^^elTary to devife more endive
r^.f !, f"'*'

''?'^ "'"^ equitable, means of fupporting the pubhc

S^exU'nfe o?tf„t^^^^
^'^'^ rep'aLng t^hfroaJs atine expenle at thofe who aaually wear them, and reap the henefif ^fthera, was now firft eftablifhed' by aa ad of parlTamem f,, cl. IT

cent'sZTe d^ke oft TTl^^^^^^ P°^-°^^^ ^"^ ^^^ -i^-H-cences on ti e duke of York, the king's only brother, %v4iich were afterwards confiderably increafeA They were now, by moH aurrors Jeckoned together to briiig in only Lzi.ooo per annumTverthrfo low-"ing provifo at this fame ad fhews they weie much miftlken viz « ^^
• to'&i^rr^F? 'M^ r^y^^'^ ^^^ ^--^ ^-^- by ks majefly

• Ini^ V
O Neale, Efq. of the office of poftmafter-general, for four

• aforeh^^df fo . rhe ; vi''"' (f
cept the laft quarter, which is paid

' dvi"':f1lVk."[?;S'^ faid Highnefs JaLs

w.^W%n''f '^'^'1- '^' P°"-^ffi^^ ^«^'^nue (as we have already noted)

wTatSounHflT
^y,L'°'<^°° y«^^ly= yet I cannot perceive upon

Trade^of F,tl ^^?^'T"'' ^^ ^'' ^'^^^ '^^ ^^^ P"bHc revenue andtrade of Eiigland [partJ, p. ,25] could remark, that for fome years

h" ^itf^Z
""""'

k"''^
'^"^^ "^ ^^- -P-^"^' unlel^ he m'eTn

wrote r?6nR^>°V^ ?' ^f' '^^^- '^"^ ^e adds, that when hewrote U698), It had been fo much improved under a management,.
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as that its grofs produce, by a medium of three years, amounted per
annum to about L90,440 : 1 5 *.

For the encouragement of agriculture and trade, permifllon was given
to export all kinds of grain, when wheat lliould be currently fold in

England at 48/ a quarter, and other grain in proportion ; and they
might be imported when above thofe prices, on paying 5/4 of cuftom,
with poundage, per quarter for wheat, &c. [15 Car. II, c. 17.]

By this fame ftatute it was enaded, ' that for the farther improve-
' ment of former navigation ads, no merchandize of the growth, pro-
* dudion, or nianufadure, of Europe (hall be imported into any of the
' Englifh plantations or fadories in Afia, Africa, and America, (Tan-
' gier only excepted), but what (hall be laden in England, and in En-
' glifti-buih (hipping, and navigated by at leaft three fourths Englifli

' mariners, and (hall be carried to thofe places dircdly from England,
* and no where elfe, on forfeiture of (hips and ladings, excepting, how*
* ever, fait for the fiflieries of New-England and Newfoundland, and
* wines from Madeira and the Azores, Tervants, vidual, and horfes,

' from Scotland or Ireland ; and that none of the produd of the Eng-
* li(h plantations (viz. fugar, tobacco, cotton, ginger, fuftic, and other
' drugs) (hall be carried any where (except to other plantations) till

* they be (irft landed in England, undpi- forfeiture of (hips and car-
' goes.' And here Ireland was firft k£t out, though infertcd in the 1 2th

of this king, c. 18, § 9.
* And for the encouragement of the herring and North-fea, Ice-

* land, and Weftmony (iflieries, no fre(h herring, cod, haddock, &c.
' (hall be imported into England, but in Engli(h-built ihips, navigated,
* &c. as before.*

* And forafrnuch as the planting of tobacco in England doth conti-
' nually increafe, notwithftanding the ad of the 1 2th year of this king,
' [<^- 34] a farther penalty of Lio is laid upon every rood or pole of
' land io planted in England, Ireland, Jerfey, or Guernfey, excepting,
' however, tobacco planted in the phy(ic-^ardens of either univerfity,
' or in other private gardens for iurgery, fc as the quantity exceed not
' half a ix>ie of land in any one garden.'

In this ad of parliament we have the firft legal licence for the ex-

])ortation of foreign coin and bullion for the benefit of commerce, in

the remarkable words following, viz. * and forafmuch as feveral conli-
' derable and advantageous trades cannot be conveniently driven and
' carried on without the fpecies of money and bullion, and that it is

* found by experience that they are carried in greateft abundance (as

• Management here means tlie govemmrnt makiog the mod of t\\c revenue, in contradiftin^ion to

firming it at a certain fum. In comparing the two funii, tlie charges of management mull be dtdudlcd
from the grofs produce. A.
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,

* to a common market) to fuch places as give free liberty for exporting
,

the lame and the better to keep in and increafe the current coins of
^

tins kingdom, be it enaded, that it (hall be lawful to export out of
^

any cuftomhoufe or port of England, all forts of foreign coin or bul-
^

lion of go.d or filver. firft entering the fame at the cuftomhoufe
without paying any duty or cuftom for the fame/

'

It IS ftrange our legiOature fhould have been fo late in coming into
this meafure, though fo much earlier pradifed by other wife and mer-
cantile nations, bullion and foreign coin being undoubtedly as much a
mercantile cornmodity as any other inftrument of commerce whatever.Mr. Thomas Munn. in his judicious treatife. entitled England's trca-fure by foreign trade (8vo. 1664) has fully fhewn, of what benefit the
free exportation of money was in Tufcany, under the year 1630. Hehas alfo no lefs clearly Ihewn the abfurdity of the old EngUlh lawsfor obliging merchams-ftrangers, importing into England, to layout
their produce m the commodities of our realm ; as alfo the laws forobliging all merchants exporting corn, fifh, ammunition, 8cc. to bringhome money or bullion ia return: and in fine. ' that nothing but an

Z.^T'^^A
'" T^ '''t'

"' ^''P^^i^g ^orc in value of our own
^

produa and manufadure than we import of thofe of other nationscan either mcreafe our bullion, or even keep what we have already.'
Mr.Polexfen. however, (an able and ftrenuous opponent of the Eaft-India trade) in his Account of the Eaft-India trade. 1696. on the otherhand, remarks. ' that till the licence granted by this ad to export folreign com and bullion, the Eaft-India company did not export
^

above L40,ooo m bullion yearly; but now it began to be ex!
^

ported m much greater quamities. and that it was no lefs than
^

L6oo,ooo fterhng per annum, taking any number of years, when the
trade was carried on without any great obftrudion.' Yet pofliblvthat company might before have exported much more than Lac ooZthough they did It clandeftinely till this law gave permiflion.
In the fame ftatute there is the following claufe, vi^. ' that whereas agreat part of the richeft and beft land of England cannot fo well beotherwife employed as in the feeding and fattening of cattle ; and

t:\}Z f'r'^'''^, ^^ «^ ^^'^ °f vaft numbers of caftle ft-om beyond
fea already fattened (meaning from Ireland), fuch lands are in many

;
places much fallen in rents and values, to the great impoveriftinSof this kingdom. It was now enaded. that for every head of great cattle

. Z.^IiFTs'^V '">: y'""^' ""^ °*'^^^^ ^''^^ of Scotland betweenthe 24th of Auguft and the 20th of December in any vear there ftnl
bepaidorforteitedao/totheking.andalfoio/tohiJtlatfl^n^^^^^^^

.
^-^^^^f^^efamcand other lo/to the poor ofthe parifh where luch feizure
ihall be made; and for every flieep fo imported i of, to be recovered and
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* levied in manner aforefaid.' This ad was to continue no longer in

force than to the end of the firft feflion of the next parliament, but

has fince been made perpetual. We (hall here only remark, that the

nation, in the opinion of many, has often had ground to repent thofe

reftraints in favour of the grazing countries, and to the prejudice of

the reft of the kingdom.
Two other well-intended ftatutes were made this year for the encou-

ragement of the linen and tapeftry manufactures of England, and dif-

couragement of the very great importation of foreign linen and tapeftry,

and for regulating the packing of herrings. It was alfo thereby enad-

cd, that for the prefervation of the fpawn of fifti at the ifles of Iceland

and Weftmony, no ftiip ftiould fail thither until the loth of March in

any year, neither ftiould any toll or other duty be taken at Newfound-
land for anv fifti caught there. [15 Car. II, cc'. 15, 16.]

Before we clofe this year, we cannot forget to do juftice to an excel-

lent little treatife on commerce, now publiftied by Samuel Forirey, Efq.

intitled England's intereft and improvement ; which, in only 43 fmall

l2mo pages, treats moft judicioufly of all the principal branches of our

foreign and domeftic commerce ; of the benefit of increafing our in-

duftrious people by naturalization ; the improvement of our lands by
inclofures, and the breeding of cattle ; of the exportation of horfes -, the

improvement of mines ; our manufadlures ; ourfiftieries; ofdifcourag-

ing the wear of foreign manufadures, more efpecially French ones,

whereby that country gets fo great a balance from us ; of the benefit of

the ad of navigation, an of our foreign plantations; the regulation of

our coin ; lowering the intereft of money, &c. : a treatife which, though

written 1 00 years ago, will well bear reading over even at this day.

Rhode-ifland and Providence p!:'T>^ption, two provinces of New-Eng-
land, had this year a charter to the whole freemen or inhabitants of

each colony, who are empowered to eled their own reprefentatives; and

thofe of the later alfo eled their governor and council. The report of

the board of trade to the houfe of lords, in January 1733-4, obfervesof

thefe two colonies, and of Connedicut, ' that almoft the whole power of
' the crown is delegated to the people ; and, as their charters are

* worded, they can, and do, make laws, even without their governors

' confent, and dircdly contrary to their opinions ; no negative voice

' being referved to them as governors, in the laid charter.' This was

carelefsly granted by a very carelefs monarch ; and is what no wife mi-

niftry nor council would have deliberately advifed.

1664 In the year 1664 the Engliih again too'K pofleflion of the ifle

of St Lucia, having previoufly treated with the native Caribs fo. the

purchafe of it (fays the author of the Britifti empire in America, whom,
neverthelefs we muft very cautioufly truft on many occafious). Five
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Martinica. Yet it feems, two years after th^fAjr? '''=°"='' '"

plies, abandoned it again and burnt Ih/i'. f , 1 •u'°["''"'
"^ f"?-

atter they were Kone a bark \^i^hn ^ ' '^""^'^ •"" ™o days

WiiloughV ,o,lZr Sbadds' rtt':?ea,[e" rfKinTcr"? """H

fh^Trl ^r^ntrn'-i^u^arsZ";^''"^""^^^^^^^^
all iilands and coZtr« which .^^T* "k ""= "°''" ''^°'^'" B"'-'"

and ruch as had been in the noffeS f",?
^''" -^oiq-ered by France,

fore fuch refpeffi-^war£r n , r u
''^ """K "* Great P-itain be-

little with thrFencr feand had at^r?' "iP"'""""^ fisn'fi-^"

cd by both Englifl, and Frend pTante s a on"e 7nd'X "f""
'"'"''"-

:^:t,/:rr:urit:t.&;"' --' - -"^'. -„"

4n"det"?;\netttr£- Srta^-a^r^-e by fo-

;

monftrous fanlloU^L ^t aC'roterTa? "**'' '" P""^'
' our money mieht olentifiHIv r.!Z^

other nations, 1,500,000 of
' tern, them') oSs'^fpicSr^^rtr&r """"' ^"^ ' ^^
• yearly treafured up in motley ,0 Zkl' fh^ K ^''°°'°°° '"'S'^' b=
' and powerful inaW time"^-' BuT hfs ™ KZ T'^^^^ "*?
at that time ; for by a report of Dr rh„l r>. a

" ''""8 the cafe

neral of the cuftoms,
D'Avenant, infpeaor-ge-

L4.oi6,oi9

2,022,812

Our imports in the year 1662 amounted toOur exports to - > _ _

So that the balance againft us was no lefs than Li

This year King Charles entered into a treatv wlil, I j . ,Courland concerning Tobago, one of the CaS Mes in^Tr^Lt ^^

I,.:. wr*^^^^^^ Its,;:.? ;; a:"t''"'""°" •" '•*=«- -^ "»'- «

f

Vot. U.
3T
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I) ' The king grants to the duke and his fucceflbrs full liberty of
* trade and commerce for fuch fhips as properly belonged to him aixl

* his heirs (but not to thofe of his fubjcds) in any rivers or havens

* within his majefty's dominions on the coaft of Guinea, for goods not
' exceeding Li2,coo in value : and he may build ftore-houfes, under
' protedion of the king's forts there.

II) ' In confuleration whereof, the duke makes over to the king his

' fort of St. Andrew, on the Guinea coaft, and all his other forts there,

' together with their guns and ammunition ; the duke paying 3 per cent

* on all goods imported or exported.

III) * On the other hand, King Charles grants to the duke and his

• heirs the ifland of Tobago, to be enjoyed by him under the king's

* protedion : provided, the duke (hall fuffer none others but the king's

and his own fubjeds to remain on that ifland.

IV) ' The duke flxrther agrees, that neither he, nor his heirs, nor his

fubjeds, fliall export any of tlie produd of that ifland, nor import,

• otherwife than out of, or into, fome ports belonging either to Eng-
^ land or to Courland, or the port of the city of Dantzick.

V) ' And, in return for the protedion of England, whenever the

' king ftiall be at war with any nation but Poland, the dukes of Cour-
' land, when required, fliall, at their coft, furnifli one good fliip of war

of 40 cannon, to be fent to fuch port as the king fhall name, for one
' year at a time, to be manned, vidualled, and paid by his majefty.'

{General coUedlion of treaties, V. iii.]

In this year the Englifli clergy voluntarily refigned the power, they

had enjoyed for fo many ages, of taxing themfelves in their own convo-

cation. In the troublefome times preceding the reftoration, the clergy,

having no proxies nor regular convocations, fubmitted to be taxed with

th" y : and the court, finding that method eafier, (and perhaps cOo

brnig,. ,ig in a belter revenue) was glad to accept of this relignation : and

fo it has continued ever fince ; whereby, however, the convocations of

the clergv have greatly loft their former weight with the crown.

King Charles, on making war with the Dutch, intended to drive them

out of New-Nidderland and New-Belgia, (fince called New-York and

Nevv-Jerfey) both which they had greatly improved. He therefor made

a grant of thcin to the duke of York; and even fome months before

the formal declaration of war he fent tliither Sir Robert Carr with a

f(luadron of fliips and 3000 land forces. They landed at the entrance

of h'udlbn's river, and immediately attacked the town of New-Amfter-

dam (now New-York) and reduced it without any difficulty, the I)utch

there not knowing of any rupture with England. The Englifli found

the houfes of that city handf )mcly built of brick and ftone : and its

fituation being on an ifland before the entrance of the river, on an high

land, it makes a beautiful appearance from the fea. It has fince been



A. D. 1664. fi;

remained the e Is the e;ea, mmTr Pl^' °{.
'''" ^"'"^ »' New-York

at this da, i„ tharc[t';a^„T r^ce^flS/^^^^^^^^ ^7

league FraleTthc treat^^^^^^^
"^ confequence of which

is not above 30 mHes New YoA ivf 1

"'
k"

^'''''^'^' "" ^'''^ ^"^^-'^"^'^^

b'e feen a™of,gft^h:m1„Vo',:eXt e-fatSdaV^^^^^^ t
'''' '"

name ofNe^Jetfey, ortnlnd We^ Se'Srfey'rold Berk?eT
jj.""'

GX''cart:er',!Tn^-:;iS"J '"T °*^V' ^'^ "S^!™^^^^^^^5v v>aiii,ici, 10 renn, and eleven others, in the vear t^Rt Tk« rmer aflienees Tlfn fr>lfi ^„ n,
'^'^. ^'inic ^car looi. Ihe ror-ci aiiignees alio lold many fhares to the earl of Perrh <?,- n^

S'^TSuS" trie?" r°''
"" --""f *="*;. b^in^/tZ

;-.i be .ee„ h.'dLlE^h-^rS-X^':' 'KT;?

been laid by theerelt Ar/w ^" Sdom. the foundation whereof hadiam Dy the great Richhcu. lor that purpofe he granted number-
1- "i



S'6 A. D. 1664.

lefs immunities, indulgences, premiums, penfions, protedions, &c. to

foreign artifts, artificers, manuradlurers. &c. from all parts, to fettle with

their families and workmen in France. He got his king to appropriate

a million of livres annually for the improvement of the woollen ma-
nufadure alone : and it is generally believed, that it was owing to Col-

bert, that the mifchievous pradice of running our Englilh and Irifli

wool into France, (vulgarly called owling) was firft fet on foot ; whereby

they gradually brought forward their prefent great woollen manufac-

ture, having till this time been chiefly fupplied with woollen goods I'rom

England.

Notwithftanding former fruitlefs attempts, he alfo this year eredled an

exclufive French Eaft-India company for 50 years, on the ruins of a

China company eredted in 1660, which me to nothing foon after:

their Umits being from the Cape of Ceo.- ope eaftward to the fartheft

Indies, and from the ftraits of Magellan and Le Maire weftward into all

the South feas: which companies immunities, &c. were much aug-

mented in the year following. It was to be under 21 directors, 1

2

whereof were for Paris, and nine for the fea-ports. Soon after, they

poifefled and fortified Pondicherry on the Coromandel coaft, which has

fince been their capital fettlement ; their principal trade on that coaft

being in muflins and calicoes of many various kinds : yet, partly from

the difliculties of fettUng trade by any nation before unacquainted with

India, and partly by their war with the Dutch in India, they did not

profper for a great number of years after this time.

On the ruins of their former Canada and Weft-India companies Col-

bert at the fame time ereded a new exclufive Weft-India one for 40
years; its limits being, ift, that part of the continent of South-America

lying between the rivers of Amazons and Oronoko, with the adjacent

illands : 2dly, in North-Ame-ica, all Canada behind Virginia and Flo-

rida : and, 3dly, all the coaft of Africa from Cape Verd fouthward td

the Cape of Good Hope..

Colbert faw, how much the Dutch had increafed their power and

wealth by their extended commerce, though France, which naturally

abounded with all things, was in a manner deftitute of commerce and

naval llrength : he therefor got King Louis to make him protestor of

both thofe companies, to whom he lent fix millions without intereft.

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, fays, that from the year 1635 to 1665

the colonies of Martlnica, Canada, &c. had been in a languilhing ftaic,

and rather chargeable than profitable: but that now (1665) they began

to flourifii ; and that, in the year 1664, the king lent a freih colony to

Cayenne illand, firft fettled on by France in 1635, and another colony

in that fame year to Madagafcar, which had been fettled on by France

in 1650, but afterward delerted : yet, 10 years after Louis reverfed all

thefe grants to that company, and laid the trade open to all his fubjeds.
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King Charles this year made war on the United Netherlands m avery extraordinary manner, without a formal declaration of it till fomcmonths after, for which no other grounds are generally afligned by hif-

tonans than jealoufy on account of rivalflnp for commerce and navalpower; fct on hkcwife fecretly (as it is faicf) by the arts of the French
court and of Rome, for weakening both fides. The Englim fleet underAdnmal Holmes took feveral forts near Cape Verd from the Dutch
for the benefit of the Enghfii African company, at the liead of which
xvas the duke of York

; which forts the Dutch admiral De Ruyter re-took the fame year. Holmes alfo ereded a new fort at the mouth of

TK "''^/..P^"^^'^' '^"d named it James-fort, which we ftill hold.Thence failing fouthward. he maftered all the Dutch forts on the Guir .^acoaft. except St. George del Mina and Acheen ; though De Ruyter foonregained all again
:
whereupon the Englifli fleet, commanded in chiefby the duke of York, made prize of 130 Dutch merchant fliips. A warwas then formally declared, for which the parliament voted L2,qoo 000mat is already m all hiftories, and alfo not very material for ourVub^

jed, was. thLt the grand fleet of EnglauJ. in 1665. confifling of .oS"fhips of war and 14 fire-flupii. .-nder the duke of York, attacked theDutch fleet under Opdam of 103 fliips of war and ii fire-fliips. andquite defeated it
;
many of the later being taker , funk, and burnt : andm the fame year our fleet took eight Dutch fliips of war, two Eaft-India'

fliips, and many i^tlier merchant fhips.
Had the Englifli T .fl-India company better fonified their ifle ofFoleroon which produced fine nutmegs and mace, (but according toothers only cloves) It Ind not been fo eafily taken, as it was in this yearby one fmgle Dutch flaip from Batavia ; whereby the Englifli were qui^eexcluded from ail ihe fpice iflands, which the Dutch company lasT-

folutcly pollefled to this day, ^ ^

This year a general valuatior, was made of the Englifli Eaft-India

then only 70 per cent: ami u appeared that their flock was (as their

atnrTeV;;t i "'""'"'"^.T"'
^^° i^" ^^"^= ^"^ ^^^^ - the remaining

to have divided 50 per cent profit on their capital flock : but this leemsfbmewhat exaggerated.
There was a private company of merchants of Dieppe in Normandywho in early times, had carried on a trade to the river Senegal on the

^^^efl coaft ot Africa
; where, by means of a fmall feuleme^nt on anjfland at the mouth of a branch of the river, they had carried on a ron-hderable trade. That branch of trade fell aftcnvards to certain n^e-chants of the city of Rouen, who this year yielded it to the FrenchA^eft-Ind.a company. The later company being difloived .0 yearraf

terwards. the old Senegal company refumed thaf commerce till 68

"
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when Colbert transferred it to a much larger number ofmerchants, whofe
privileges alfo being thought too extenfive for their capital ftock* a new
Gumea company was thereupon ereded, to whom mod of their privi-
leges were alfigned ; and yet the old Senegal company continued to be
a thnvmg focicty. A fingie member thereof, however, in the year
1694, by their after ill management, bought out their privileges, and
ereded a new company, who, by misfo-tuncs, were obliged to make
over their privileges to fome rich merchants at Rouen, who, with va-
rious ruccefs, carried on the Senegal trade till the year 1718, when it
was united to the Eaft-India company. The Guinea company, on the
acceflion of King Philip V to the throne of Spain, had a grant of the
ufliento negro trade ; which trade was, by the treaty of Utrecht, con-
veyed to the South-fea company : and thus the main commerce of
France was united to what they called their India company, compre-
hending not only the Eaft-India, the American, the Guinea,' but alfo
the Senegal trade, by the wild fchemes of the duke regent and Mr.
Law.
An ad of parliament was pafled this year for preventing the com-

manders ofmerchant (hips from delivering fuch flijps to Turkifli and other
pirates without fighting ; whereby, according to its preamble, not only
merchants were much prejudiced and dilcouraged, but the honour of
the Englifli navigation was likewile mUch diminiflied : to which fuch
commanders were much encouraged by a pradice of thofe pirates, who,
after they have taken out the goods, as an encouragement to mailers of
(hips to yield, do not only reflore the (hip with fuch goods as are claim-
ed by mailers or feamen, but do many times pay the mafter all or Come
part of the freight. It was therefor now enaded, that where any mer-
chandize (hall be laden on board any EngUfli (hip of the burden of 200
tons or upwards, mounted with 16 guns or more, if the mailer fhall
yield the faid goods to any Turkifli or other pirate without fighting, he
Jhall thenceforth be incapable of commanding any fliip ; and the fliip

fo delivered back to him, and alfo the goods, (hall be forfeited, to make
good the lois luilained by the owners of the goods detained by luch
jnrates, pro rata ; and ti/j owners to have their adion againd fuch mailer
for the remainder. And if an Englilh (hip, though it be under the faid
tonn:u',e and guns, be yielded to any fuch pirate not having at leaft

ilouble his number of guns, without fighting, the mailer (hall be liable

10 all the penalties aforeliiid. Alio, every mariner, refilling to fight iiuh
pirates when reijuirtd by the ma(ler of the (liip, (hall forfeit all his

NsagesaudhisctVcclsinruchihip, and (hall be nnpriibned for i\\ montlu,
ami kept diiriui; that time to hard labour. Moreover, niariucrs, laying
violent hands on their mailer to hinder him from fighting fuch pirates,

lluli I'ulfer death as felons. Mailers or mariners, wounded in detence of
their fliip from pirates, flull, ou their return home with their (hip, re-
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receive a compenfatlon from the owners of the fhin and goods not exceeding two per cent of the value of the fhip and goods fo defended, tabe diftnbuted among the captain, matter, officers, and feamen offuchfhip or the widows and children of the flain, by diredion of the iudeeof the admiralty-court, in due proportion. And whereas it often hap-pens that mafters and mariners of fhips, having infured or taken unon bottomry greater fums of money than the value of their adventuredo Wilfully caft away. burn, or otherwife deftrov, the fliips under theirS di'h ^ fdons!'^'

of merchants and owners, fuch mafler, &c. fhall

rJi5^^T^f 'u^ V '' '^^5 the Dutch admiral De Ruyter not only re~took moft of the forts which Sir Robeit Holmes had taken from Hoiand, but he alfo took our own fort of Cormanteen, which they hold tothis day by the name of Fort Amfterdam. They alfo fei.ed the iHe of

L^t'^^f
"' T ' ''^''!^^"S ^^'"^ ^^^ °"^ Eaft-India fhipplngand therefor was retaken even the fame year.

i'F^'S'

Under the year 1 645 we have given the rife of banking by goldfmithsm London; and obferyed how much they impro ed th5t new branchof their bunnefs after the refloration. by taking advantage of the kine'

ru'/wf /r"""^' 'T' 'r
""fruga/managfment of t1 e pulie r^^^^^^^

r,iin.r ; '^
"''T i'-""'"^^^

anticipating
;
partly proceeding fVom heir

rwirt t°
'"? ^"' ? extravagant intereft. and their takhig topawn the king s bi !s. orders, and talUes. Nevertheiefs. the number ofbankers increaled lo much, and the money came fo faft into the r Imi dVby people to whom they paid a moderate intereft * for the Ime Intall the public demands fell ftort of employing their whole caih Thismade them run into the bu(inefs of lending money on dvate pawJsHgh intereft. d.fcountmg lulls of exchange, lendmg on , e fonal itc ritvto heirs m expectancy, &c. Thele. and n.any ot'her uclim r od "Vbeftowing their calli were about this time put in pradice by le goUInuths, lays the author already (uioted under iL x,-u- .r, - ^1

f^reat quuntity of ca(h in the kingdom at that tin c thistief™^^^^nay. in part, fuve to anfwer a cp.ery often made 11 our owi I's vihow were monied people able to dil]K>fe of their fupLwlon'chbaore the modan public funds exifted ?
^ ^"^1 ation calh,
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A violent peftilence in the courfe of this year fwept oft", in London
alone, 100,000 perfons, which was a terrible fhock to the commerce of
England.

In an obftinate fea-fight this year between the Englifli and Dutch
fleets, both fides claimed the vidory, which ftiews it was a doubtful con-
flid. They foon after met again, being about 100 (hips of war on each
fide, when the Engliih fleet, commanded by the duke of York, obtained
a real vidory, defl:roying 20 Dutch (hips of war. Soon after which. Sir

Robert Holmes burnt 150 Dutch merchant fhips on the coafl: of North
Holland, and two of their (hips of war. Yet in this fame year the

Dutch infulted our own coafts, making defcents in feveral places.

In the fame year the Dutch Eaft-India company's privileges were re-

newed for forty years longer.

This year King Charles granted a fecond charter to the proprietors of
Carolina, whereby he extended their limits fouthward as far as 29 de-

degrees, lb that the mouth of the great river MilTifippi is included in

their grant, and to 36 j degrees north latitude. Thus they had now an
extent of 7^ degrees, or about 450 miles along the coaft, fouth and north,

and an unknown fpace weftward to the South fea. This fecond charter

fliles the grantees, * the true and abfolute lords proprietors of the
' province and territory of Carolina ; faving always the faith, allegiance,

* and fovereign dominion, due to us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs for the
' fame ; to be held in free and common foccage, as of our manor of
' Eaft Greenwich, in Kent ; yielding and paying to us and our fuccef-

' fors, for the fame, the fourth part of all gold and filver ore found with-
' in their limits, befides the yearly rent of 20 marks.' The patentees

were empowered to grant peculiar titles of honour to great planters in

Carolina, fo as they (hould not be the fame as in England ; and, in con-

fequence of this claufe, they accordingly, at different times, conferred

the titles of caciques and landgraves, the former an Indian dignity, the

later a German one. The patentees had alfo the power to enjoy quit-

rents, and alfo reafonable cultoms on merchandize ; but not without the

confcnt and approbation of the freemen of the colony. Alfo to eredt

forts, to incorporate towns and cities, to train Ibldiers, &c.

The noble patentees immediately fet about planting that delightful

country ; and all freemen who fettled there had 50 acres of land grant-

ed to them for themlelves, and 50 more for each man-iervant ; alio 50

acres for each marriageable wonian-fcrvant, and 40 for unmurriageablc

ones. Covenant lervants, when out of their time, to have 50 acres alfo

given them. The firfl embarkation coil the proprietors Li 2,000. The

fundamental conftuutions of its government were framed by the truely

great John Locke, founded on the tiioil juil and generous principles,

and calculated for encouraging men of all pcrfuufions to fettle therein.

The eldeft of tho.e lords proprietors had the title of palatine ; in whom,
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pueies in Carolina adted by their direaions i,7™?l^ '
"'""ft,

<<«-

m .he upper honfe, of .heVopri^^ o^ i>ei
'

de"^; irwhhTh"
"'''•

vernor, council, caciques, and landeraves anH ,1?.'^ ' ' '""^ S""
houle, »erc. eleded i in WSer colonS '

"'™°'' ^ '°""

je^!jht;i,iir:ht7r;e:r4xi^^^^^^

advantage to the kinc's fuhiert. ^,„ ,. .1 • •
'°™rly of greater

the too^much acce6?,„d rfng oHub earthier'
""' ""y

'f"-
"f

were decreafed in their value, an! °he cSl ^^n fin X'"„X''T'''^=were increalid to double their former value -foTa't^Ll^ . r t?"f

'

were forced to carry illver and bullio™ thith„ to'ge winS^'an^d{wal this was owing to want of regulation in trade • Tl^! '
.

fpi.c of the ,„, oi/l,,,,, in their charte?"o"he ftatutt oTr„n°"'?"''V "Jjudgment given againft them in the year ,667 Th^nTotrhrr ^"iparliament, in an addrcfs to the kins thaAv7 l,i!^f
Hoth houfes of

patent. And the third article of "le impeachmento^irf'S^ 'i""
ccllor Clarendon, by the houfe of comZns dkeS y charJ"hfm'''"t

XTms""" '="" """'"^ °^ ""-^ ''- P-ur^g ^his and o'C 1^.

.0 '^Z^^t;::^^l^^^r^ '» P-f"forf's Imroduaion
a treaty of commeixXth Turkev Iw hI

""''" ""=•"'" "'^"P' f<"^

der the protcclion of Count L iky' SL SLrT' «r# :S''"''"'
"""

muchoppofed by France. But faV deS iTV^'lff':(• t"«,'!

eard, riiat 'he;^;ltV;.;ert,empte5"t"mcf'^h:Grorr:
""{""

firft attempt, took advantage of .1.^ affillanc"whi^h^F^retad'flbrd:

'VOLII
""""" "" " """ "" ""' "'"'' "" """ """"' •' "•" "ifwli-i ^
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ed to the emperor in Hungary, and to the Venetians, in defence of
Candia. Yet, though thofe aids made a difference between France and
the Ottoman Port for a while, Louis XIV found means, in the year

1673, to renew his commerce with Turkey ; which Colbert now began
ferioufly to think of, though retarded for the above reafons.

1666—The EngHfh fleet, under Prince Rupert and the duke of Al-
bemarle, fought the Dutch admiral de Ruyter for four days fucceflively ;

in which conflids the Englifh are faid to have loft 23 fhips, and 6000
men killed, with the admirals Sir William Berkley, and Sir Chriftopher

Mynes, befides 2600 men taken prifoners by the Dutch, who allege,

that they loft only fix ftiips, 2800 foldiers, and 80 feamen, with three

of their admirals, and fundry officers. In Auguft, this fame year, an-
other fea-fight gave England the advantage ; and, in the Mediterranean,
the French joined the Dutch with 36 ftiips, in hopes to ruin the Englifli

trade in thofe parts. A French fquadron likewife joining the Dutch fleet

near Dunkirk, obliged ours to retire with the lofs of one of our fifty-

gun fliips. Thefe terrible conflidls are very varioufly reprefented by the

writers of the oppofite nations, and, in fome refpedts, by different Eng-
lilh writers.

The vain and ridiculous competition (as Voltaire calls it, in his Age
of Louis XIV) between England and Holland, for the honour of the

flag, and alfo concerning the commerce to Eaft-India, having kindled
the war between thofe two nations, Lou's XIV with pleafure beheld
them deftroying each other, by the moft obftinate fea-fights that had
been ever feen before in any age of the world ; all the fruits whereof
(as the fame author juftly remarks) were merely the we-kening of both
nations. Thus, fays he, the fovereignty of the feas v»as for ibme time
divided between thofe two nations, and the art of fliijj-building, and of

employing them in commerce and in war, was perfedly known only by
them. France, under Richlieu's miniftry, efteemed herfelf powerful at

fea, becaufe that of 60 ftiips then in her ports, flie could put to fca

about 30, of which only one carried 70 cannon. Under Mazarine, the

few fliips France had were purchafed of the Dutch. France was in

want of officers, failors, manufadures, and, in fliort, of every thing

needful for ihipping. In the years 1664 and 1665, while the Englifli

and Dutch covered the Ocean with near 300 large fhips of war, Louis

XIV had not .above 15 or 16 of the loweft rates ; but he ufed his ur-

moft efforts to cftacc the fliinie thereof in the moft ludden and eftedual

manner.
This yea'-, the Engill) colony in St. Chriftophers, in the Weft-Indies,

was over{X)wered by that of France, in the fame ifland ; and they were

tntirely difpofleired of all their plantations, which, however, were re-

llorcd four years after. It was furely very ill-judged in both nations 10

} lant on the fame fraall illand, which, however, was not entirely renic-
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died, untU, by the treaty of Utrecht, France ceded the whole to Gteat

Parliament having found the ad [,5 Car. If, c. 8] for preventinfithe importation of foreign live cattle inefFeaual. now enaded that^great cattle. Iheep. and fwine. and alfo beef. pork, or bacorimpo tedexcept for neceffary provifion, fhould be forfeited, the immSn offat or lean cattle, alive or dead, being unneceflliry deltru<irve of thewelfare of the kingdom, and a public nuifance *. ^And foi the bet'erencouragement ot the filhevy. the importation or fale of 1 ng herrWcod. or pilchards, frefti or falted. dried or bloated, and of felmon ed?'or congers, taken by foreigners, was alfo 1 rohibi;ed ; and Wy ^rfon

other half for the poor of the parilh : provifo, that 600 head of blackcattle, of the breed of the ifle of Man. might annually beTloLd at

^t^^'fVcr ^\'^r^ °f ^his ad was for feven years, and to the endof the firft fefHon of the next parliament, [i 8 Ca/ // c 2 1

UoCarn''^cT\Tr ^7/^'' ft'-fg^hened by two fubfijuent ads120 Lar. II, c. 7 ; 32 Car. II, c. 2] by the later of which it was extend-ed to mutton, lamb butter, and cheefe. from Ireland: yet by reafonofa Lite very great dearth of provifions in the year 17 en an S ofprUamem allowed the importation of i^ited be^ ^'XK^n:!,
Concerning thefe laws for prohibiting the importation of Irifli cattlemany people think them in the main tl be hurtful, and that wouldbe wiler to fuffer the Irilh to be employed in bre;ding and fatteningcattle for us. than to turn their lands into Iheep-walksT as at pJefentwhereby they are led. in fpite of all our laws to the con rary! to^fupnlyforeign nations with their wool, to our very great detriment o7thXopmion was the great inr William Temple (in his Mifceilanies). andlater experience has confirmed it.

^'

Enl-llTTc''" 'n *^"^r':«S^'"«"^ i ^he woollen manufactures of±-ngland [18 Car. II c. 4]. it was enacled. that no perlbn Ihould beburied m any flnrt. fliift, or Iheet, made of or mingled with flax! hemp
filk. hair. gold, or fllver. or other than what Ihall be made of w3ionly, upon torieiture of L5 to the poor of the parifli. towards a ftockor work-houfe for their employment.

inJi"V' r'J''' u,^ ^ ''"^^' '"^ '"^^"'"'y '"^' ''' " '' « "^^^ns of confum-mg a confiderable quamity oi our flight woollen manufadures vetfuch is the vanity of too many, that they will rather forfeit L5 "than
'

be mftrumental m promoting our own moft important manufadure.

3V2



5*4 A. D. 1666.

Another good law was made for encoi . aging the coinage of gold and
filvei [18 Car. II, c. 5] whereby both natives and foreigners were en-
titled to receive out of the mint an equal quantity of gold and filver
coin for what crown gold or fterling filver they (hould bring thitlier,
and in the fame proportion for over or under fineneis, without any ex-
penfe whatever

; the charge of which coinage was now to be defrayed
by a tax on wines, fpirits, vinegar, cyder, and beer, imported.
The ifland of Antigua, one of the Caribbees in the Weft-India feas,

about 20 miles in length and almoft as broad, by reafon of its having
no frefli-water brooks, was for a long time deemed almoft uninhabit-
able ; and it was probably for that reafon that fome Englifti families
from the neighbouring ifland of St. Chriftophers, who had fettled there
about the year 1632, foon deferted it again. Lord Willoughby de
Parham, having obtained a grant of it from King Charles in the year
1663, now planted a colony on it, and it has profpered extremely,
being the beft Englifli colony gf the Caribbees next after Barbados and
St. Chriftophers. It is noted for the beft harbours in all the Caribbee
iflands, though fomewhat dangerous coming into them without a fkilful

pilot. It is much troubled with hurricanes, often doing much hurt on
Ihore, as well as on the adjacent feas. It is now well fortified at proper
diftances ; and by means of tanks, or ciftems, they make a tolerable
fliift to fupply themfelves with rain-water. They raife and fend home
to Britain great quantities of fugar, rum, and melafles ; and many of
the planters make very confiderable fortunes, and fettle in Britain. Yet
for want of a luflficiency of frelh water, their ftiipping are obliged to take
in their water at St. Chriftophers, which is a confiderable inconveni-
ency.

The moft extenfive and dreadful conflagration, that ever happened to
the city of London, broke out this year on the 2d of September, burn-
ing no fewer than 13,200 houfes, and moft of the churches and cor-
poration-halls ; the damage, as has been ufually computed, amounting
to ten million fterling. So vaft a lofs of merchandize, treafure, plate,
und houfehoUl furniture, and lb immenfe an expenfe for rebuilding the
city in a more beautiful, convenient, and fiibftantial, manner than it

ever was before, was undoubtedly a great fliock and obftrudion for
fome time to the commerce of London : yet the noble city, by re-
doubling its diligence, did in a few years recover its priftine foreign
and domeftic trade, and has fince lb very much increafed in both, as

to be, beyond all doubt, at prelent the greateft commercial city in the
world. By the aid of two adls of parliament, it was fooner and more
beiratifuliy rebuilt than could have been reafonably expeded, confider-
ing the great neceflity there was for difpatch for accommodating mer-
chants and traders.
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Since that terrible conflagration, the increafe of our foreign commerceandour home manufadures has been fo great that fhe n.^'urbs of the city, as well as the adjacent villages and h^rn^ts h've foV % mcreafed, as m point of magnitude, though not of wealth to vfewith, and taken together, even to furpafs the citv itf-If • T.rl' .

the V ft i,,reafe of the hamlet of SpiLfidds^S nVL^^^^^^^

dnn. h"T' °?T ^''t'^
^'•""^ '^''^' ^"^"ds Of but one or two Jneraions backward that almoft all that fpace of ground runni,.rfrom Ar"tillery-lane on the eaft fideofBiihoplite-ftreef quite down ^ShorTdithchurch next turning eaftward towards Bethnal-Rreen ard then fn, .K

r:«T;t^:erd'f:tTund"i' ^°"t^^^ ^y^^n^^Jrt
beerbui.ru;fntf;ii"ttrer^^^^^^^^^^^^ 'T '''''

ot ftreets contained within the compafs of ground ftillcalleHrn.^

fince about the year ,68^ and Til abo. oS flfee" o"e ch Me °3

Mom "AT™;^ '° a place where a windmill fto'odftfu'caW

r^:rfrr;ng,ituta;"d'^r'rfrti„rd^"r"V=^

fquare (otherw^fc clTioulmpfofe:,^', "a^.K foT'''"^-as it was then nllpH nf ^;^ r-i »' • r^^l "" "lence to the town,

Long-acre, up to the ,,lace now called the Seve K-k GoZ, T T*and .t» nnghbourhood. built up in the reigns of Kit's ?harle3'fH

wife named King'; Ti ^ J and f lt"T'""'' '""'"""'"S '"'"O "''"-
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ton-ftreet, &c. all which were paflure-grounds till about the year
1680.

In the city of Wcflminfter, ftridly fo called, fince the year 1688
there has been a great iiicreafe of buildings towards Tothill-fields, &c.
befide the fuperb ftrcets in our days ereded in the vicinity of the new
bridge there. Laftly, fince the acceflion of the prefent royal family,
there is fo great an addition made to tlie weftern fuburbs, where ftands
New Bond-ftreet and the other ftreets adjoining to Hanover, Cavendifh,
Grolvenor, and Berkeley, fqiiares, as alone would conftitute a coniider-
able and beautiful city ; and a confiderable addition has been alfo made
in the proper city of Weftminfter, befides the great additions made to
the nearly adjoining villages of Paddington, Chelfea, Knightihridge,
and Kenfington, weftward, and Marybone, Iflington, and Newington,
northward, and more eminently to the famous village of Hackney
north-eaftward ; and alfo eaftward to Mile-end, Bow, and Stratford,
Wapping, and Limehoufe ; and a new town growing gradually up
fouth of the Thames from the fine bridge of Weftminfter, and at
Stockwell and Clapham, befides the many ftreets built on the marfti-
grounds of Rotherhithe and Deptford, and alfo at Greenwich.
Whither indeed can we turn or caft our eyes, eaft, weft, fouth, or north,

where there are not great improvements on new foundations, all arifing

out of the immenfe commerce of the antient and noble mercantile city
of London ?

Before the great conflagration the ftreets were very narrow, fo as in
many of them the garrets on each fide projeded very near each other,
the houfes being almoft wholely of timber, lath, and plafter, each ftory

projeding beyond the next lower one ; wherefor, in order to widen
many of the more public ftreets after this great difafter, there were two
extenfive ads of parliament pafled [19 Car. II, cc. 2, 3] for determin-
ing in a fummary way the bounds of houfes and ftreets to be rebuilt in
London ; and many and great alterations were made for the better in
the width of ftreets and lanes, as in Fleet-ftreet, Ludgate-hill, Ludgate-
ilreet, St. Paul's churchyard, Cheapfide, Newgate-ftreet, the Poultry,
Gracechurch-ftreet, Thames-ftreet, Old Fifli-ftreet, and from Cheapfide
to the Thames, then a poor, narrow, and crooked, lane called Soper-
lane, now Queen-ftreet, a fine new ftreet from Cheapfide up to Guild-
hall, called King-ftreet, there being no other coach-way thither before
the fire but by Laurence-lane. Thames-ftreet was railed three feet *,

• The flrcets of a populous town, if not pavfd,
muft inevitably be raik-d in llic courfe of ages by
the accumulation of rubbifli. The workmen, in

digging after the great fur, fouiul three different

ftieets above each other, aiid ;it txve;ity feet under
the fiirface difcovered Roman w.ills and teffelated

pavenicaU. So often bus London been deltroyed

and rebuilt, and fo deep is Romun London buried
by the repeated accumulation of ruins above the

original furface. The reader who is defiroiis of
feeing a particular account of the Roman antiqui-

ties in and near Loiulon, may confult Siuiely,

Cole, ALiitlaiul, ^iid particularly Bn^nrd't Letter,

printed with Lelattd's Collc:Uuica, V. \, p. Iviii. J)/.



A. D. 1666.
527

Princes-ftreet near the LrManfirnh^^ ^T'''^
thoroughfares, as

mean gateways as Shoe^nf fc. ^ r '
°'^^" "^^'^ °"'y ^'P^" by

l^ind I royS'Z^t:i nti'n'.l,^
Bartholo.ew-Iane, be'-

ontr?erap:rT,tVi:nTddIe'^^^^^^^^ f^' "^^'^ ground before built

clear of fuch nuSncergate^^^^^^^ °--q-te
other hand, it is known that m'nvnf^h^

open ftreels. On the

city-halls flood on much morTTro,?nH^^
^'^''' merchants houfes and

and large court-yards foXtaf^H "/' P"""^""'' ^""^ ^^^^ens
near 4000 mo.-e houfe's tof^J.l IT ?^ '" ^T^ "P'"'°"^' ^^ere were
in the city before Indhttconr ^'"^ ^""^^^S^^ion than had been
it. Thus^or a7e\vTnnants tft^^^ T'l "' T' ^^^^'^ ^
fo confiderable a number of c;Dal !^Z

^''''^^'''"Se-alley, on which
period only one fmgb r^ercham's ion?. T' "T "'''"^' ^'^^ ^'" ^^at

Cornhill and LombidTeet Ind he likenf.'^'"'u':""'""^
^«^^^^

eafl end of the Royal-exchrnVe aJ r of^ r
^^^^^hj^g'^-aHey at the

burnt down. wa*. it feemf onlv ^^^ ^^ '^'l"^' "^°"S^ "°^ ^^en
Langham. a merchant T^irklwh^b^^^^^^^ "/ ^^^ >™-
hall-court, AngeUcourt and W.?.n *^^ '^•°^^""^^'-^'^"' Copt-
and of Ki^g'sims y^ d in Coalman ftreeTf"

'" Th-g-orton-ftre^et.

containing many eminent merchTn^anH;
^"'""^^^^y ^^g'^ houfes. now

fhire-fquare. wifh the a^omSfbacrft^^^^^^^^^
habitations. Devon-

on the earl of Devon(hire's honfe .nH f ^f
^^^^^'' "^^'^ ^'^ built

rquare and adjoiningt^^^^nThat o7'thf^td'o^BTld"
^"^^----

was burnt down in 1687 The »rm,i;^ ,
,^"i °^ Bndgewater, which

houfes of the nobility and Iclt^Zct^^^'T^ "TJ ?^'' °^^he great
ments fome few yearns befofe thi« Je. fi

' ^T ^^^ '^^ ^^^ ^"^P^^^e-
as Prince Rupert's in B-trb can the dI W '^flJ^^

""""'^ ^"^^ ^"ch
Ibeet, where^the ead of SlSury' and'he h'n'"^ft' ^ ^Iderfgate-

mii remain entire, the ^(holoVwLlJ.-^^^^^^
&c. all which, though Imppening in vaHousn^^^^

Wmchefter-fl.eet.

thrown together in this pirce. hft we 3not nv 'T' "'^ ^'''''

to them hereafter ^ ""^ '*"y "^"'"^^ have recourfc

of the Bahama or f ^ ay ffla^ds Ind on V
"' '^' ^'-^^-^d^"--. ^he chiefucay luands

,
and on his return to England, with a
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report of the condition of thofe iflantls, King Charles II now granted
them, by a patent to the lords proprietors of Carolina.

Providence, fituated in 25 degrees north latitude, is about 28 miles
long, and 11 miles broad, lies in the midft of fome hundreds, great and
fmall, of dangeroufly-fituated ifles, from latitude 22° to 27° to the
northward of Cuba, and call of the coaft of Florida. Mofl of them are

good for very little, and more noted for frequent fliipwrecks, when (hips

chance to be driven amongft them by ftrefs of weather, and the te/npef-

tuoufnefs of thofe feas, than for any material benefit they can afford us

in time of peace, as lying feveral hundred miles out of the ufual couri'e

of fhips to or from any of our own plantations ; yet, when we are at war
with other European nations, who have colonies in America, our priva-

teers may be ufefully employed thereabout, as alfo our fmaller fliips of
war, which the port of Naflau in Providence can well receive ; where-
by, and by a royalfquadron ftationed at Port-Royal in CaroHna, the Spa-

nilh plate fleets from the Havanna, in time of war, might be more eafily

intercepted than 'by any fleet at Jamaica *. For thefe reafons it was
judged proper to fortify Providence, and efl:ablifli a regular government
in it: for, fhould it be pofl^elfed by any other nation, it might be a
means of greatly injuring our American commerce. The Spaniards,

jealous of a fettlement fo near to the Havanna, furprifed the Englifli

there in the year 1641, burnt their habitations, and murdered the go-

vernor, after which it remained a defart, till replanted in 1666. It was
again ncgleded or deferted till about the year 1690, when the proprie-

tors of Carolina once more repeopled it, and appointed a governor to

it. In the year 1703 the rrench and Spaniards utterly wafl:ed and de-

populated the ifle of Providence, drove out the Englifli, carried off their

nv'grocs, &c. and demoliflied the fort of Nafllau ; and fo it remained till

the reign of King George I, when the houfe of lords addrefl'ed the king,

to replant and refortify the Bahama iflcs, where pirates then had their

ufual retreat. Whereupon, in the year 171 8, Captain Woods Rogers
was lent regal governor to Providence, to whom moft of the pirates fub-

mitted, and accepted the king's pardon ; and it has ever fince remained

a regal colony, where there is a fmall town named Naflau, with two

good and vvell-defigned forts, ereded in the year 1745, fo as to be now
in a very good ftate of defence againft any enemy. Befides this princi-

pal ifland of Providence, there are fmall Britifli fettlements on Harbour-

ifland, and on Eleuthera, and a few families on fome other of thofe

iflands, who join with the inhabitants of Providence iti the choice of 20

aflTembly-men, to reprefent them all. Thofe ifles abound with many
ibrts of good, and fome very uncommon, timbers, and with plenty of

• The .idvantagis, wKicli may arifc from the local fituatlon of thcfe iflands in a war with Spain, were

tkarly explained to government by Captain Rogers in the year 17*8. A.
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ftones and lime : on F.xuma there is excellenf filr on,i .1 u

By a ftate of the Dutch Eaft-Indm company's affair, nnhlin,. i ,
year, u appears that their fettlemem on the cZe of Good H„n? "?

4•^;t^flat^^thetI.i3^^?i,::l7^;;r,n^T£
and ohve trees profpered very well ' ^ **'*''' ^'"^^

nuking ufe of proper workmen, an'i "Lnftt Vr "de'nT met'r^
'^

For one Brewer from the Netherlands came over to FmlnH ["'"*
fervants. and had due encouragement from Xf ^"S'^nd with his

our people in dying and dreffin^Xleft wl^^^ woXn dot^h ''"f'\^were thereby brought to the gLteft perfed.rb:?or? ttr ^^.^^

palgrth?oS m::,ti^s"t%^^^^^^^ ^ -f-wea
no more fuch till the year 1667 thTt fundrv i r ^^^' T ^'^''' ^^
tindion who had bee/for fome'vear befor// f

."' °^ T"^ "'^^ ^i^"

age and difcovery. fitted ouTa ^Tn wJ.h
'^"^'^"^g ^^out that voy-

under the command o^Cam in (SfamwhT'^fn^'Il^T ^''Ti'^^^^"'
ftraits. and fo into Baffin's bay a faT'as.c f '^'""u^^

"^'^^"'^'^

hefailedasfarfouthwaVd^astoo detrJ
75 ^^8^^^== ^^^^ward

: next

river he named after Prince Runert In^' ft "^'T^''
'^^^''' ^^^ ^^e

Charles's fort, the firft^Tev^erS i^ Huln'! bt^lTh^ ^ '"^^

had gone h^o.e t^o Fr'a^^et ^oH^'v;! prtrfai^LrH^^^^^^^ ^?^'

ventur'ers employed t'hemaVabove* "'''"'' "^"^ ^^^ "^^^^ -d-

f,,™.^ K r'*"'
1!.'"',?.'^^='" fettlement had been

»T .n
p'' '^"^^?"«' """'^". who had fortified apo I on Port Nellon river. They were furprifedand nKde pr.fc.er, by Grofeillier/the chief oTthetuo Frenchmen mentioned by Mr. Anderfon

Somed,fpu,e, between Grofeillier and .hofe h^

Kek for rcdrefs at Par,,, where themM of thegovernment threw him into the arms of Mr.
Vol. II.

Mon-

foLd r 7't »'"''=''rador. Grofellh-erhad alfofound fome or the men belonging to a fliip fromBofton .„ New-England, wht Ld hc,nVhZPort-Nelfon nver by their fhip driving out to ea

tialac^ourof G-n'
'?«"»>"-•'»' » circu nftan.

Englilh tranflation. M. ^ ^' ^
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France and Holland being willing to treat of a peace, plenipoten-

tiaries met at Breda ; and u peace between England and France was con-
cluded, whereby the later ceded to England all their part of the ifle of
St. Chriftophers, together with Antigua and Montferrat. On the other

hand, the Englifli court, not then knowing or duely weighing the im-
portance of the country o*" Acadia, or Acadie, part of Nova-Scotia,

yielded it to France.

A treaty was alfo concluded between England and Holland, whereby
it was agreed, that both parties fhould retain what they then poflefled.

But before it was quite concluded, the king, imagining the peace to be
certain, (fome fay too, for faving the money granted by parliament for

lefs valuable ends) omitted to fit out his principal fleet to fea ; the Dutch
at the inftigation of the French court, fent over De Ruyter with 70
ftiips of • ar, who, entering the mouth of the river Thames, took the

fort of Sheernefs, which he blew up, with a great quantity of naval and
military ftores, &c. Thence fending Van Ghent with part of his fleet

up the river Medway to Chatham, where many of our capital fhips lay,

they burnt four (the Dutch fay fix) of them, and brought off" the hull

of the Royal Charles : but two or three of the Dutch fhips running

aground, they burnt them to prevent their faUing into our hands, and
fo returned in triumph to their own coaft. But as the peace was now
too far gone to break it off, it was foon after figned. We fhall here on-

ly farther take notice, that the fort at Sheernefs has fince been rebuilt

in f^ fubftantial and judicious a manner, as probably will prevent any
fuch daring attempt hereafter.

The difafter at Chatham created great uneafinefs in London, efpccial-

ly among thofe who had trufted the London goldfraiths with money at

a moderate intereft, which they had advanced to the king at a much
higher intereft, on the fecurity of his revenue as it ihould come in, the

creditors of thefe bankers being juflly apprchenfive left a fudden ftop

fhould be put to their payments at the exchequer. The king therefor,

in order to quiet fuch uneafinefs in the people, who were continually

demanding their money of the goldfmiths or bankers, ifTued his decla-

ration for preferving inviolably the courfe of payments in his exche-

quer, both with regard to principal and intereft : although in lefs than

five years ^ve fhall fee that he abfolutely difregarded this folemn decla-

ration.

At the treaty of Breda the Englifh miniflers at firft infifled on the

Dutch Eaft-India company's refloring the fpice ifle of Poleroon ; Crom-
well had indeed obliged them, in 1654, to reftore it : yet the Dutch

had again feized on it in the year 1664. But at length Poleroon was

agreed to be left to the Dutch, though it is faid to yield the b€f\ nut-

megs and mace of all the Molucca ifles.

Nothing could more efFedually demonftrate the excellency of the
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commerce, and ftould therefor be raade vo d Y„ ,1,
^'^ °^ '^.'

ever finee been in their pofleffion : and by the famrrule ilT""
^'''

vmce of New-York, a much nobler exchCw^s confirmed tn%^^^^land. Laftly, it was ftipulated by this peace that Du?.h^ /'"^^
as well as merchant fhips, which^fhall mee^anyeS ^^'"^l^'''withm the four feas furroundine GreatSn ^-m | ? u^'J"^

^""^

lower the topfail, as formerly^But ^ S'oF^^^^^^ ?S '"^"^^

received no fatisfadion for the cant ir nf h

L

a. ^^"l''"^ Courten
Dutch Eaft-India comply aVerm,chfti Zd T "^

^"^J^ ^^ '^'«

and an honourable and advantageous peace for the Dnrrh ? , T "''
they hereby quitted all pretenfions toE-YoVk i^ wl ,'

'1'^°"^^
they were before quite difpoflefled of k Ld K.' 7 ^'^'^^^ ^^^^^^^^

peaceably together in Eurone Rv .V
•"'^''^'

f^'"
^"^'^"^ ^^ey lived

tenfionsJoanuniverfHl KpU^^-^'I^T" '"*^"'^ ^P^^"'^ ^l^ Pre-
obfolete; yet tiU now bth nn?^

^ '" '^,' ^^•^^"^^" ^'eas were become
thofe par'ts' Th Tprov n "?p:r" of'rh TT^ ""' ''''' ^^^^ ^^
clenfion of Spain's power LdoV ^ f

^"^^'^; ""^ ^^^ S'-e-'t de-
America. KLch!Z'vcl^^^^^ \"'. ^""^derable ground in
«gree vo a geneml padLatio" wth S

"^^' "/'"'^•"'^^ ^^ ^"'^^ ""^^ to

peace anda^ancec^c/S-;:-^----^^^^^^^^
3 X 2
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of, being the only one relating to America, or any particular com-
mercial point, runs in the following ftrain, viz.

* We do mutually agree to remain on the fame footing with regard
* to our American commerce, upon which the ftates-general of the
' United provinces of the Netherlands were put by the fixth article of
* the treaty of Munfter, between Spain and the ftates-general in the
' year 1648, which runs in the following words, viz.

' As to the Weft-Iudies, the fubjeds and inhabitants of the faidlerds,
* the king and the ftates-general refpedively, fhall forbear failing to and
* trading ia any of the harbours, places, &c. poflefled by the one or
' the other party, viz. the fubjedts of the faid lord the king ftiall not
* fail to, or trade in, thofe held and poflefled by the faid lords the ftates,
* nor fliall the fubje^s of the faid lords the ftates fail to or trade in
* thofe held and p. Ted by the faid lord the king of Spain.'

This eighth artit
,
though thus loofely exprefl^ed, was at leaft a tacic

agreement of the uti poffidetis in America, and was introdudory of an-
other more explicit treaty three ^ jars after.

About this time France, in the miniftry of the fliarp-fighted Colbert,
fet on foot the famous tapeftry manufadure at the Gobelins in Paris,
for this end, procuring from all foreign parts, drawers, defigners, paint-
ers, dyers, and engravers, alfo workers in gold, filver, ivory, brafs, &c.
which, under the diredion of the fomous Le Brun, were brought to
great perfedion, and thereby much money kept at home, wliich before
was fent abroad for fuch ornaments and curiofities : as alfo every pof-
lible means was ufed for improving old manufadures and introdu-
cing new ones, and new branches of commerce. By fuch meafures,
France ibon became the great rival and fupplanter of England and
Holland in moft foreign markets, as in Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and
Italy, more particularly for woollen goods, with which, till after this

time, the two former nations fiipplied moft of the countries of Europe.
Yet in fome refpeds the French overftiot the mark, as even their coun-
tryman Huet, in his Memoirs of ihe Dutch commerce, obferves: for,
' by laying fuch high duties on all foreign merchandize imported, and
* pretending to fell their own merchandize to other nations without
' buying any from them, they vainly imagined that foreign nations
' could not be without French wares, for which too, they would pay
* ready money to France, whilft the P'rench took off none of theirs.
* This,' he obferves, ' made both the Englilh and Dutch fet up many
* of the manufadures which they were wont to have from France, and
* who, efpecially the Dutch, fold them in imitation of thofe of France,
' much cheaper than France could atford to do, fuch, particularly, us
' broad lilks, gold and filver brocades, ribands, laces, hats, hardware,
* watches, toys, paper, Sec and have fmce been wonderfully fuccefsfui
* therein.' We may add, that in England our broad filk manufadurQ
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and hTer^T^^'
'°
^r'

perfeaion. as alfo that of hardware, watches,and haberdalhery
; and our paper quite a modern manufadure, fo farimproved, as to fave great fums formerly paid to France

i668._Tn January 1668, N. S. King Charles concluded with the
ftates-general of the United provinces of tht Netherlands a defenfive al-

« follow? viz
^^'"^'^ following, a treaty of commerce, in fubftance

Antf^^'^^a
"^ ^^^^ king's fubjeds may freely trade with fuch king-

fto^M L ^'"'
T^'

^^""^ ^^!' ^" P^^^^' ^^^h°ugh the ftates-generflfhould happen to be at war with the faid kingdoms and ftates ; whichfreedom ftall extend to all kinds of merchandize but contraband goods
III) By contraband goods are meant all forts of fire arms, gunpowderand mihtary mftruments of war : alfo ropes, horfes. fal petre horfeaccoutrements, faddles, bridles. &c.

»-i«ptcre, none

..
^^\ J"S P'°^^^^°"^ °^ ^" kinds for the fuftenance of life may be

Sgedt^^fn^lT ^'^ ^^^"^^^ °'^^ '"^^' '-^^'-^ -^^ - ---
V) Englifhfhips entering laden into any of the ports of the ftate*.with an intention to fail thence to places at war with them, fhall onlybe obliged to produce their paffports. containing an attefled inventoryof their ladmg, and then may freely proceed.

^

cZn/f"' 7/"^- ^'^!' ""^^"^ '° ^ "^^^'^^ ^^^e'-e 'here may be juftground for fufpicion of carrying contraband merchandize.
^

.r.Jw ^°f"i^^^"^
goods found, in Englifh fhips bound to the ports ofenemies of the ftates. fhall be taken out; but neither the ftiip nor theother merchandize fhall be feized.

^

X) Merchandize fent by the king's fubjeds in fhips belonging to theenemies of the ftates even though not contraband,^ ftiall hi forfeit
together w.th the other goods in fuch ftiips : but. on the other hand

^ SVt r"'^
°"^''^ Britifli fhips, though the lading, or part of

fni^?
^"'^

*^n ^V.^J^?''/"^ ftiips of the ftates.general fhall. in all re-KV k'°I'" !^'n,^^°'"
'"^•'^^^^^ named privileges allowed to theking sfubjeds and ftiips. in reference to trade and navigation on the

''^ vi^'^TT*''
'^^ P^"' ""^ '^^ ''"^g'^ dominions.

^

XII. XIII XIV) No violence nor injury ftiall be offered by BritiHifhips and fubjecls to thofe of the ftates, and vice verfa ; and the com'

va?u"e ofIr'cor"'^' ''''°"f^'^ ^f ^^ '^'^' ^^" 8-^ fecurity to thevalue of L 500 or 15 000 gilders for this end : but if a commanderof any Englifh fhip ftiall take a veflel laden with prohibited goods? he{hall not be allowed to open chefts, &c. nor to fell, barter, or nuke

Ss'and u^nTef'^.'""!'
K°",^"" '^ ^^^ prefence'of the Office.; tt?

Fizes. and unlefs the prohibited goods make only a part of the lading,.
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in which cafe they fliall be prefently taken out, that the fhip may pur-
fue her voyage.

XV, XVI, XVII) The king promifes to do all poffible right and
juftice in the cafe of prizes, and, in cafe of the ftates' minifters com-
plaining of any injuftice in the fentences pafled, the fame fhall be re-
viewed by his council in three months fpacc. Neither fhall the con-
troverted goods be fold nor difpofed of in the meantime, unlefs perilh-
Bble, but by the confent of the parties complaining, who, if they get
a fentence in their favour, either in the firft or fecond inftance, fuch
fentence, upon giving fecurity, (hall be put in execution, although the
other appeal to a higher court : but not againfl the opponents, if the
fentence fhould be pronounced in their favour. And finally, all the
foregoing ftipulations (hall be equally obferved by the ftates in refped
to the fuits of the king's fubjeSs. iColUBion of treaties, }', i, p. 136,
ed. 1732.3
The ingenious author of a treatife, entitled the Britifli merchant,

and many other writers, loudly and juftly complain of the too much
encouragement given to the confumption of French wines and brandies,
filks, I-nms, hats, &c. He obferves, that, though a duty of 4^^ a quart
was this year laid upon French wines, which raifed their retail price
from 8i to i/, we ftill took off prodigious quantities of them, and of
almoft every other fpecies of French merchandize, while the French
were continually diminiihing their confumption of Englifh manufac-
tures and merchandize by new and high impofitions, obftrudions, and
at length prohibitions : infomuch that the general balance of the trade
of England for this fame year was moft grievoufly to our lofs, viz.

Imported into England from all the world - L4, 196, 139 17 o
Exported _ - . , . 2,063,274 19 o

The imports exceed the exports, the fum of L2, 132,864 18 o

This great national lofs was owing to our having a full trade with
France. That full trade being afterwards prohibited, the general ba-
lance in 1609, was got to be fo fur in our favour as Li, 147,660 : 10: 9.
Total gained by us, from having no trade with France in the year 1699,
1^3,280,525 18:9, which balance, in the year 1703, was increafed to
L2, 1

1 7,5 23 : 3 : I0|. Total gained by us, from our having no trade
with France in the yeor 1703, 1.4,250,388 : i : io|. A moft intereft-

ing confideration.

At this time alfo the laudable Englifli fafhions of former times began
to alter in favour of France. The women's hats were turned into hoods
made of French filk, whtreby every maid-fervant in England became a
rtanding revenue to the French king of the half of her wages. Many
uus for men were likewife brought from France, which alfo fupplied

4
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Italy with woollen goods, made of Englifli wool run to them in returnfor Italian fi k. which France manufadured. and fold to E^nS toZfor that wool. And whilft they laid fuch high dudes on our wooSa^cloths as amounted to a prohibition, we were in a manner totally fup^phed with their hnens. befide their wines, brandies, paper, &c! ^f^Ttijb merchant, V. m, p. 315, ed. 1713.]
^ ^ ' '^ '^

This year the king, by the perfuafion of Lord Afhiey. the chancellorof the exchequer inftituted a council of commerce, confifting of a pre-fident. vice-prefident. and nine other counfellors *, who. inffead of^he

•cnZ>r"^°^^°^
'"^"""^ ^" commercial matters ti a fluduat ngcommittee of the privy council, which was liable to many obSonswere to apply themfelves diligently to the advancement of ^he natScommerce, colonies, manufadures, and (hipping. But as this kLiwasnever long conftant m any very laudable regulation, he. a few yeafs after laid afide fo very beneficial an inftitution, too expenfive aKr hfm

LIT ""^'^ P^^"'"^' ''^'''^y commercial concerns fell into th^former way of a reference to a committee of the privy council.At length France was induced to conclude a peace with Spain at Aix>la-Chapelle. ^hough on the following very difadvantageous te^rms f^ the

Bmch. Aeth. Doway, Fort Scarp. Tournay, Lifle. Audenard ArmenItiers. Courtray. Bergues. and Fumes, together with their bailywTckTchatellanies territories, and dependencies. Thus France go a firmfooting m the very heart of the Spani/h Netherlands, whereby the b^
bv Kinl^riT'?^Tr '^°^Vr g^*=^' "^^^•^"^ ^^^ Ihamefuu/fuffereJ

.J-fr^^ 1^'. ° ^^ ^""^ deftroyed
; who. had he had any great re-gard for England's commercial interefts. or for th^ equilibrium of Eulrope m general, might have undoubtedly prevented it^ Yet L^uis XIVfcarcely kept to this j^ace for fo long as two years time, without mak-m^ farther encroachments on the declining monarchy of Spain. Atthis time however Louis found himfelf obliged to reftore to Spa n the

ITl^f ^;3-""A'r?°"'>^ ^^"^^ ^^^•^"'he Compte. the inTafonof which and of the Netherlands had obliged Spain to make peace wirhand renounce all pretenfions on. Portugal
^ "^'

.Jru^ ^'"5 ^'fV '^ ^ "^"^ '^^^•'*^'" *° t^^ ^""^o«s Cinque-ports fituatedonthecoafts of Kent and SufTex. whereby he confirLd^ther antStprvUeges. with fome new regulations, more fuuable to modern timesrelating to taxes and the eledion of their officers. &c. now of no ulbtoour purpofe. Since our vaft increafe of the royal navy thefe Cinaue

than once fhewn. they were greatlj uleful to our Norman race of kines^m their expeditions to the continent, and alfo in cafe of th^eaS
• The prcCd«,t bad a faWy of L800. the vice-pr.ndcnt L600, aad the couafdlon Ljoo each..
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invafions from thence, before there was any royal navy properly fo
called.

The timber of the king's foreft of Dean in Gloucefterftiire being of
late much deftroyed, an ad of parliament direded, that eleven thoufand
acres of the wafte lands in that foreft ftiould be inclofed, for the growth
and prefervation of oak-timber for the fupply of the royal navy, and
the maintenance of fhipping for the trade of this nation. [20 Car. II,

c- 3]
1669.—The author of the Happy future flate of England acquaints

us, that in the year 1669 there was 23,680 lb. weight of linen-yarn im-
ported from Scotland into the port of London. He alio relates, that at
this time the French proteftants fettled at Ipfwich made linen of 15/"

per ell.

De Witt, the judicious author of the Interfji of Holland^ has the fol-
lowing obfervations upon the improving commerce and power of Eng-
land during about a century preceding this time. He fays, ' th^t when
the compulfive laws of the Netherland halls drove the cloth-weaving
from the cities to the villages, and thence into England, and the cruel-
ty of the duke of Alva drove the fay-weaving after it, the Englilh be-
gan to vend their manufadures throughout Europe : they became po-
tent at fea, and no longer depended on the Netherlands. Alfo by the
difcovery of the inexpreflibly rich cod-baiik of Newfoundland the peo-
ple of Briftol in particular were enriched. Moreover, the long perfe-
cution of puritans in England has occafioned the planting of many
Englifli colonies in America, whereby they drive a mighty foreign
trade thither. So that this mighty ifland united with Ireland under
on^ king,—^feated in the midft of Europe, having a clear deep coaft,

with good havens and bays, in fo narrow a fea, that all foreign Ihips

that fail either to the eaftward or weftward are neceflitated, even in
flur weather, to Ihun the dangerous French coaft, and fail along that
of England, and in ftormy weather to run in and prefervc their lives,

fhips, and merchandize, in its bays : fo that England now, by its con-
jundion with Scotland, being much increafed in ftrength, as well by
manufadures as by a great navigation, will in all refpeds be formid-
able to all Europe ; for, according to the proverb, a mafter at fea is

a lord at land ; and more efpecially a king of England, feeing he is

able, both by whole fleets and private ftiips of war, at all times to

fcize on fliips Hiiling by that coaft ; the wefterly winds, which blow
for the moft part of the year on this fide of the tropic, giving the Eng-
lifti great opportunities to fail out of their numerous bays and har-
bours at pleauire to infeft our navigation : of which formidable power
King Henry VIII was fo fenfible, that he dared to ufe this device ; cui

adbareo prctejl, i. e. he whom I allift fhall be mafter : and he accord-
ingly made war as he lifted ; fometimes againft France, at other times

4
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^^S Netl"!^^^^^^^^ -^ ^!^e Gern.n empire and
' Francis I and with the eSor Chi rl

7""
^u'^^""'^

^""^ ^"^^ King

^^^^^l^rZ'Z:f^:Z?^ - i~I,interefting
Ocean, vvhereby ^e ftaH ever be fnJZr '° '"^ °'^''" "^"°" °^ ^hf
by we preferve our gritTnfluence^fn tl e

*^°"^™^'-^;
[
^"^^ ^vhile there-

continent of Europe weS inr" 1 ?u
°^'^^ ^''^^^""^ °» ^^e

dependence. andTonftqut^L ^u^t^^^^^ "^^i^^^,
^"^ Pf-- -- --

fubjedto obferve. that orrfuperio itvl^,;^ u'
""""^ ^" °" ^^is

not only on accoukt of the ,mrfJ T ^ "^ '*''^' ^'^ ''^'y confiderable,

for the^proteaTon of our com^^^^^^
own extenfive coafts. but alfo

This will ever be our greaT^aS^.tttX^^^^^^^^
We then moft happy, who can fear no force.-But winged troops and Pegafean horfe !' WALLER.

ville in Picardy, where a netTmlnf^A ? ^°° ^^''^^en at Abbe-
cloth was very^fhcceft/uirr^ on foot ri"'" 'T""^"^

^°""^" ^'^^^
privileges. infn.unities. 'n.Vl'T'JnZ^T^^^^^^^
workmen. From 30 looms, in the year 1 68^ hT '"" ^"^ ^''

fet up 50. In 1608 Van RnKn-c'! 1
^ ' "^ ^^' encouraged to

theyLLded -o'L numb^^^^^^^^^^^ i^^7o8
nour to this new manufedory ^ave leivet .h.^' k, 1? '^^S^^^^^'" ho-
ed in it, without detradin^ from Ihe r nlr "fl'^^ '° '^^ ^«"<=^'-«-

lale of there and other FinTwoole^ti/- ^"V" T""""^^^^
'^'

money to the merchants of MarfeS„?^fV ^'''r'^'
^'^ '''^"^"^^^

after the return of their fhipsTom Tn^ll V' ,''^'^' '^ ^" ^^P^^^
dually fupplanted En. and Tnd Hdl.^H n7' u'f^.

^^''^^ ""^ ^^^ S--^-

And the ipprehenfion Tf fome nent^f T? ^^ '^''^''' '^"'"^'^y ''^'^^^

-,11 be ab/e'm time tT e^^Zhe'^T^LVo^f i"

'"' " " ^'^'^^ ^-•^-»-

ln^l^^^::Z^ man::i::.;*^ ^-^ b^^n to abound
piii-d every part of Kurone n„. n ' . "'* ""''"^li ''"iy f"I>-

hitherto wanted, for "Xleti^r.r t™''""'"'
"'''"^- ''"»'"". •''^7

world, viz. a f„peri:;ri7„?'S 1^
. '"IT™""; "", *^ "=1!."^

"'
wrote his Fnteren of Holland „lX

l«Wm, wl,o at this time
have very few ftips and m l^S^T,:,-'^"'' "/• 71 *•" the French
i> driven by Dtitcb IT, ins ind to h!m 7 ""'

,' '^ "''"' "" 'heir traffic

« he tranfported froJn one Kre^h hSrt i^ht! theTil^l o^^
? Y
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board fhips of Holland. This was the cafe in his time. Voltaire (in

his Age of Louis XIV) fays, t! :it this great prinre foon after granted a

bounty of five livres per ton for every new ftiip built in France, where-
by (hipping foop beca'^e i ire plenty: yet he fays; that fo ignorant

were they then in France, that not a few condemned thofe wil! mea-
fures as pernicious

With refped to the woollen manufadlures, there is a general miftake

prevails with many even to this day, in imagining that the fine broad
cloth in France is principally lupported by our Englifli run wool, fee-

ing it is well known that the real fuperfine cloth everywhere muft be

entirely of Spanifh wool, and therefor often called Spanifh cloths ; and
that thcagh tin fecond fort of French cloth is much meliorated by the

help of our fine fhort wool, yet for the mod part the bed wool of France

alone may d well enough for their coarfe cloths. And it is principally

for their fine fluffs, hofe, cups, &c. that the French find our foft and
long cor bing wool (the beft of its kind in all Europe) abfolutely necef-

fary, feeing, without a ceiuiin proportion thereof mixed up with their

own wool, they cannot make thofe fine goods fit for the markets of

Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Moreover, by running our wool to Ham-
burgh, Holland, Flanders, France, &c. thofe countries are enabled t»

manufadhire thofe fluffs and ftockings» to the great detriment of our

own manufadurers.

The French in our days take from us no other commodities than

what they can farther improve or manufacture -, or fuch as they cannot

as yet be without, viz. raw hides,^ leather, beef, and butter, chiefly from
Ireland ; and alfo much leaf tobacco.

De Witt eftimates the increafe of the commerce and navigation of

Holland in the fliort ipace of time from the pacification with Spain, in

the year 1648, to this year 1669, to be fully one half. He obferves

that, during the war with Holland, Spain lofl the bulk of her i.aval

power ; and fince the peace the Dutch have moflly beat the Eafterlings

and the Englilh out of the trade to Spain, all the coafts of which coun-

try are navigated chiefly by Dutch fhipping ; and for want of fhips and

failors of their own, Spain has now openly begun to hire Dutch fliips

to fail to her Indies, though formerly fo careful to exclude all foreigners

from thence : and fo great is the fupply of Dutch manufadures to

Spain, &c. that all the merchandize brought from the Spanifh Wcft-

Indies is not fufficient to make returns for them ; fo that the Dutch

carry home the balance in money. [Intetejl of Holland, part ii, c. 8.]

The fiime great author, for the better illuftration of the increafe of

the Dutch commerce and of their people, has exhibited the computed

number of the inhabitants of the province of Holland and VVeft-Friele-

land at this time^ with the feveral means whereby they are fupported,

\iz.
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Perfons.

450,000

200,000

650,000

250,000

A, D. 1669.

By the fifheries at fea, and the feveral trades and traffic de-pending thereon - .
"^

By aRriculture of all kinds, turf-making, inland fiW-and by fum.fhmg thofe people with all forts ^ materTJs'they being hufhandmen -
'"-iteriais,

By manufaaures, fhipping, works of art,"&c. confumedabroad; and by trades relating to the faid manufadCesBy navxgatmg for freight and trade jointly exdufivetf hefilhery and trades depending thereon. .
^

By all the above people, (men, women, and children^ whomuft be fuppked with what they warn; asfood clothrnehoufing, furmture, and all other things for art eaff'pleafure, and ornament .
*

'
^^*^'

^'.n7r'^!!^°''r
^"^Pl^y'^ent, civil magiftratcs. and officer!and fuch as live on their eftates or money foldierVSpoor m hofpitals, beggars. &c. .

^'
.

'
'^^

Total number of fouls in the fingle province of Holland .,400,000

' w"rhltffa;fe:VuVof^^^^^^^^^ Supplied

' traffic, which brings in the^necef&H;, f
^^ f^ u ^^^ '^^'' S^^" ^y

* of the whole people •
"^^^"^"es for the other feven eighth parts

^^fn:^rt^Z7Xl^:^^^^^^ ;'^ ^^^^ of Amflerdam hath
the houfes or the inhabkants Ir.\h" T ,T' ^'^ ''^^^'''^ '^^^ "^her
it is fo augmented"n bSLs tw'!^^

^'^'"'.^ ^" ^"^"^- Yea, that

of that city only in the iKrr^ v M T"^^' °^ '^^ ^"^^^^ g°°ds
than in the fori ?arm and we r;/'^'^

above 30.000 gilden. more
and other cities in pr^onfon ^ "^"^ '^' ^'^' °^^^y^^"' D°",

teftlith thTkinT^lSaS^ ^^l^'^f
,—P-y. after a long con-

refs of that name '
°^^'^''^ ^'"^ ^° y''^^^ "^ '^em the fort-

aba^'iS'thl'mXirof Z'Z'r''''^'''V'''''
^l- SP-i-cls had

rica, was advifed toXm^^ I fotCnt in"''
°^

""^f'
^" '°"^^ ^"^-

ing m gold. &c.: he therefor ft "t out slVV^M '7 ^"
^'f^'^ "^°""d-

of 36 guns and a pink • with nZ.r.r J°'^" Narborough, with a fhip

and m other parts^S- the Snmh?!?'"''^^^'^""^""^^ °" that coaft,

and failed ^^o^Xctl^Z^f,^^^^^^^

I- fo.ed h. Ueutenal:!-^ o^lS^.S^^t
^-~^

3 Y2
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return home; which he accordingly did by the fame Magellanic ftraits;

which probably none after him has ever attempted, as the voyage round
Cape Home into the South feas is everywhere fo far better. He arriv-
ed in England in the year 1 67 1 ; and his obfervations and draughts
were afterwards publifhed. Such a fettlement as was hereby propofed
to be made in fo remote a part of the world from England, in fo tem-
peftuous an ocean, and with fo obftinate a people as the Chilefe, would
have probably been attended with almoft infuperable difficulties ; fince
Spain itfelf, though pofleiTed of the countries north and eaft of ChiU,
has had enough to do to preferve their footing there.

After an obftinate fiege of 20 months, the Turks took the capital of
Candia (or Crete) from the Venetians, and thereby completed their
conqueft of the ifland. As Candia lies diredlly in the way of the navi-
gation to and from Conftantinople, the Furkifti Ifles of the archipelago,
Egypt, &c. it was a great eye-fore to them whilft in the pofleflion of
Venice. It is commonly remarked that, ever fince this conqueft, the
naval power of Turkey has greatly decreafed ; poflibly, becaufe, fince

being poflefled of Candia, they are more fecured and uninterrupted in
their communication with Egypt and their other levantine provinces.
Formerly the Turks were very formidable in thofe feas ; and indeed
fundry parts of their dominions afford great abundance of materials for

fliip-building and naval ftores ; but as thoy never were much, and now
iefs than ever, addidied to commerce, this reafon alone is fufficient to

account for the prefent decayed ftate of their marine.
It was about this time that the French Eaft-India company abandon-

ed their fettlement in Madagafcar, as not finding it worth keeping, and
transferred their principal refidence to Surat in India. Soon after, the
king, by the patronage of Colbert, granted them the haven of Port
Louis in Bretagne, for their fliips ; in virtue of which grant they after-

wards cftabliflied their warehoufes, ftiips, and magazines, at what they
named Port L'Orient, near Port Louis. Colbert alfo obtained for this

company a remiflion of 3 millions of livres due to the king, and an ex-

emption from all duties on their imported merchandize ; notwithftand-
ing all which, at his death, in the year 1683, their affairs were in a de-
clining condition.

1 670—It was about this time that the wear of the flimfy muflins
from India was firft introduced into England : before which time our
more natural and ufual wear was cambrics, Silefia lawns, and fuch kind
of fine flaxen linens, from Flanders and Germany, in return for our
woollen manufadures of various kinds, exported to thofe countries in

very confiderable quantities.

An additional ad of parliament was pafled for rebuilding London,
uniting fundry parilhes, rebuilding the cathedral of St. Paul, and the

parochial churches, whereby Pater-nofter row, Warwick lane, Watling
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fhr« Candlewick ftrc«. Eaftcheap. Swithin's lane, Little Wood ftreet

kne St MaJhrrh''"'
^'-^^^ '*"«• ("^ar the cuftom-houfe) Roodiane, i3t. Mary-hill, Thames ftreet from London bridge to Puddle rlnrtPye-comer, Thrcadncedle ftreet, and the paflaee afHnZ I ^ '

weredirededto be widened
; a;d ?^e t,;af:Lha;gfGH^^^^^^^Seflions-houfe m the OW bailey, and the city prifom to be e^^^^^Two ft^jj^hngs more per chaldron were laid on coals^in all th^eelthngs One fourth part of all monies appropriated £ov rebuildbrparilh

from the waft «d of Threadneedie ft«ee inM LSry 'hist W^
and the gate to be enlarged. [2a Car. II, c. ii \

""S^e,

rS' °^P»''"'«;''e king's debts fearing Lerer l4fe ™,s™ere

WghX's l-^uir'"' ""? ''""• •"<»'«'' —'he'feTatte,?

dif|nt&fti::;dLr^^^^^^^^^^ >- -'> ^- f-..

EnS-,nd"li"'f''"'"'''"' '"2? P*""'"'''' 'ot"""" ™s ftill cultivated in
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1667 was thought too general by the Spnniih minifti v, they eamefily
applied to the Englifli court for a more clear and expUmatory treaty re-
lating to America ; which was accordingly complifd uith by the king
of England, upon the king of Spain agreeing to recoiMiize the former's
right to all the American dominions he was poflefled of in this year,

1670; when Sir William Godolphin, the Englilh minifter at Madrid,
concluded the following treaty, viz.

Article I and 11) There (hall be an univerfal peace, and a true and
fincere friendfhip in America, as well as in all other parts of the world,
between the two nations.

Ill and IV) All enmities, hoftilities, &c. (hall henceforth ceafe be-
tween the two kings and their fubjedb : and for this end both fides are
to forbear all adts. of violence, and to call in all commiflions, letters of
marque, &c. and to declare them null and void.

V) Both kings hereby renounce all leagues, confederacies, &c. to the

prejudice of each other.

VI) Prifoners on both fides, detained by reafon of adls of hoflility

hitherto committed in America, to be forthwith fet at liberty.

VII) Offences, injuries, and lofles, fufFered by either party in Ame-
rica, fhall be utterly buried in oblivion.

VIII) The king of Great Britain, his heirs, and fuccefTors, fhall al-

ways pofTefs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all the countries,

iflands, colonies, &c. in the Weft-Indies, or in any part of America,
which he and his fubjeds now pofTefs; infomuch, that they neither can
nor ought hereafter to be contefled, under any pretence whatfoever.

IX) The fubjeds, merchants, captains, maflers, and mariners, of each
ally refpedively, fhall forbear and abflain from failing to, and trafficking

in, the ports and havens that have fortifications or magazines, and in all

other places poflefled by either party in the Weft-Indies : but if at any
time either of the kings fhall think proper to grant the other's fubjedls

any general or particular leave or privileges to fail and traffic in any of
the places under his obedience, the faid traffic and navigation fhall be
exerciled according to the form and cffedl of the faid leave and privi-

leges fo granted them ; for the fecurity, guarantee, and authority, where-
of this prefent treaty and the ratification of it fhall ferve.

X) In cafe the fubjedls of either ally and their fhips, whether fhips of
war or merchant (hips, fhall at any time be forced, by ftorm, purfuit of
pirates or enemies, or any other accident, to enter into any of the

rivers, creeks, bays, havens, roads, and ports, belonging to the other in

America, for protedion and refuge, they ftiall be received and treated

there with all manner of humanity, civility, protection, and afliftance;

fhall be allowed to refrefh themfelves, and, at a common price, to buy
provifions and other necellaries for the conveniency of their voyage

;

and fhall be permitted to depart without let or moleftation.
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XI) Or if the {hips of either party fliall run upon fand-banks or berh.pwrecked wxthm the dominions of the other/or fuffer any damage
here, the fuid perfons Ihall by no means be detained prifoners ; but. onthe contrary, fhall have al manner of afllftance, and Lu have paflbort

vnx"'i>
^^ ^"^ peaceable return to their own country.

^

XII) But yet, m cafe thofe fhips happen to be three or four togetherfo as to give juft ground of fufpicion; in fuch cafe they ihall, on theiramva
,
let the governor or chief magift rate of the place know 'the caufeof their coming i and fha 1 tarry no longer there than the faid governoror chief magiftrate will give them leave, after fupplyin^ themfelves wkh

provifions. and refitting their fhips. And they are eve'i- to abftalnfTornputting any wares or bales of goods on (hore to expofe them to f^le •

^^:z^::::^^::;' "^^^'^"'^^^ °^ ""''''' "°^ '^ ^^^^
nnr^;!?/' """f^^^V '^}^iP'^^^^^ treaty to be inviolably obferved by bothparties and their fubjeds. And particular offences ftall no way^preju-

be nrnr r^f'
''"' "''"^ °"" ^''^' ^^^^^^ ^°^ ^^at he has doL^ and

tZt ["'•/^'l^^-^^tn^^g if- Neither fhall letters of reprifal. nor

fliiP heV n^°f' -^"i
^^^^""'"? reparation, be granted, unlefs jumce

k n;.ll li 1 -^ "'u^^'
"^ ""^^^?"^^ble delays be ufed ; in which cafe

It niall be lawful to have recourfe to the ordinary rule of the law ofnaaons until reparation be made to the perfon that has been inlured.

n.?^ ."'
'^''r ^f "'^^ '^^'°Sa^e from any pre-eminence, right orfignlory. which either the one or the other of the'^allies have in the Ls

thn .h °f f ""^T' °^ ^'^''''''' ^""^ " i* ^^l^^'-^ys to be und.4ood

when .LT "" f navigation ought by no means to be interrupted!

By this famous treaty, the pirates or buccaneers (who for feveralyears had greatly annoyed Spanifh America) were cut off from aU fu-ture protedion from England in any hoftile attempts on thTspan fli

aZJlT ^TT""'' ""^ ^^" commiifions to fuch were called in and

foot* '
"" '^^^ ^ ' ''"^ troublefome thorn was taken out of her

whfch°hV/1?
^^™^ Sir Jofiah Child publifhed his Difcourfes on trade j

rSv .n
A"'' 1' "'^'^

'^
\'' country houfe in the ficknefs yea(1O65) and though written fo long ago. yet, taken altogether, it is ftiUan excellent book on that fubjed. One of his greatefl and mo I fa-vounte points was to perfuade men how much the bw interef^^f mtney contributes to the advancement of the commerce and dchcs oTa

faili.;^alo'ng.tlK,Vnot a,di„gonfSL^^^^^^ ^LT/'^""'^-^'""" \".^''f
>-" '739- And ,ho

«he #pan,af domilns io Am fica 'hale befn fo tL fri'"r""'° "" ^^'^
""^"i-'^^'^'

'^°''Sh
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nation ; which he more particula:ly exemplifies in the Dutch : yet cer-
tainly, in fomc f^ w I "'jr points, he pufhes the fubjed too far ; and ig
for introducin,

, k nt Outch cuftoms, which would not fuit the genius,
laws, and coiftica.'

, ., of Britain; fuch as transferring all bills of pril
vate debts ;

- nrl } ind, or dividing the eftate of a father equally to all
his childre; on^ points feeming fitter for a republic, like Holland,
wholely n» \de u^ f merchants, than for a great monarchy with an im-
menfe fur 1 of ' ^d. Yet, upon the whule, his foundations, obferva-
lions, and i'."ii

' vons, are juft, and very ufeful.

In his preiace, he aflerts, that our exports of native commodities to
Spain and Portugal are more than tripled fince the year 1640.

That in the Ruffia trade, the Dutch had in the preceding year twen-
ty-two fail of great ftiips, and the Englifli but one.

That in the Greenland whale-fifhery, the Dutch and Hamburghert
have annually four or five hundred fail, and the Englilh but one fliip

laft year, and none in the former one.

That the Hollanders have the great trade for fait from Portugal and
France ; and immenle fifhinq for white herrings upon our own coafts.

In the Eaftland (i. e. Baltic) trade, theEngUfti have not lulf fo much
to do as formerly; and the Dutch ten times more than they iormcrlv
had. And ^

He fays, that the Dutch intereft of three per cent, and the narrow li-

mited companies of England, have beaten us out of thefe and Ibme
other trades, which he could name *.

He juftly remarks, that in all probability the Dutch would have long
fmce engrofTed the trade of red herrings, but for two (Irong reafons;
I ft, that the fifh for that purpofe muft be diredlly brought frefh on
ihore (as at Yarmouth), which the Dutch cannot do, becaufc the her-
rings fwim on our coafts, and are at too great a diftancc from theirs ;

2dly, they muft be fmoked with wood ; which cannot be done on lea-
fonable terms but in a woody country, which Holland is not. Aiid the
like maybe faid of our pilchard trade, which muft be. cured and preiTed
upon the land, which the Dutch cannot do.

Neither can the Dutch gain firm footing in the Newfoundland and
New-England fiftieries, as being managed by our weft-country po'-ts,

properly fituated for it.

England (fays our author), has no ftiare in the trade to China and
Japan ; to both which the Dutch have a great trade f

.

As to our Norway trade, it is in greiit part loft to the Danes, Hoi'
fteiners, &c. by means of forae claufes in our ad of navigation

J.?

* He means here the Ruflia, nierchant-advcn- }. Tliofo northern nations bring their own pro-
turers, and EalU^nd, companies. ^. diice in their own (hips, which thery navigate cheap.
t Since his time Britain has long had the largeft cr thin ourj ; and therefor tlie grcatell fliarc of

trade to China of any European nation, yt, that trade mull naturally red with them. ^.
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fcve, Iha, nnce hi, timTour7e 'wZe h.^H"' T, T'' ""'y '" "^
iwwer to ret^iliaw their Rreat unnoft, „n ,

*=
"" """ "« '" 'I'^ii"

,

duties on their wines, bfand esTc ,n7h°"' ^'^^"",- ^^ '"y'"'' l»gl>

commerce in the year ,7, j

"'' ^' "^'^'"^ «'« Frenrh bill of

.0 flTe D^t'tch'.';
'"' '""'"^ "-^ P'«=-"<ie from Cadi^ i. m^y u.

IanTtdTrIa:'i;\\°«tv'S'' ""'""" " "' '"^ -''« «> ^-
former cotnury, by tSeconE^i?"'''' '',"''. ^»''"' regard to the
>oti>e 'a.er by^tV'grea:e?SSnTb"oth„tt;r ''"''"'°""

^
»"

di.c, the freight isoflTml'c fnv in,!h
' "' '

'""'
''J' "''^ "<^«tan.

clear profit to the nati™ and The n?' ', r
^''^'""''i^''. »nd is all

power and (Irength to
™ ' ""'" '""^ '^''°" ="' "" •''ddition of

our'^t™ fi,fcHr&?™ '° *' '"'S'"" fi'l' °f °"r commerce, befide.

natt.:UdI"nt/joft?'„'T'*' """ ^''""^"^'=' "»"«. - ^- the

ha,?tC""°" = "' '"' '" ™-"'^Places,are cheap.- than the Dutch

count if it's Z; b nefc °o rT;',"
°" *'?'"'" "'•''-" ™ -

merchandize in otfr own n, ,,p"„" and t itT r"'
" ""^" ^'""S'^

trade to our own plantation! Kt^^tr "° '^^"'« ""« *» fole

.vea"ta::i".":re";rytr;6^"«'»'''» -'>«. "•- - om,. twemy

ar'^nt'ctS IlVL^ttTySre"" "'"' '"°- -"-^ ""''

nnd of o„ fi aJLfX-tllrL™, *- ;»-;;»- m-.ufaa.re,:

,«-„c.ra.,y ^^^^^l^^or^t^Ti^'H.^'Znt 'f^"
""^

years ago. ^ '^^""^ ^"'*n they did twenty

nreuh„?lSr/''(a^rd',^:?fl.t"'''''"«"'^°"''™ ""^ "-' S-t
plenty and late inrretfct/L'n"; mTnglanr"'"^^

^'^'""^" "' "-•

H.^1. .„. ,m o., ,i„„ ,, .„„ ,.„ ,„._ ,^.^^„^ ___ ^^^^ __,_.^ ^^ _^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^_^^_ ^^_
N^OL. II.

32

'^r. '?
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5thly, We have now more than double the number of merchants and
fhipping that we had twenty years ago.

6thly, The courfe of our trade, from the increafc of our money, is

(Irange'y alfered within thefe twenty years , mod payments from mer-
chants and fliopkeepers being now made with ready money -, whereas
formerly the courfe of our general trade did run at three, llx, nine,
twelve, and eighteen, months time.

As to the objedion, that all forts of men complain fo much of the
fcarcity of money, efpecially in the country, he judicioufly anfwers.

That this humour of complaining proceeds from the frailty of c ir

natures : it being natural for men to complain of the prefent, and 10
commend the times pail. * And I can fay with truth, upon my own
' memory, that men did complain as much of the fcarcity of money
* ever fince I knew the world as they do now : nay, the very fame per-
• fons who now complain of this, and commend that time.'

This complaint proceeds from many men finding themfelves uneafy
in matters of their religion (i. e. the perfecution of the proteftant dif-

fenters) ; it being natural for men, when they are difcontented at one-
thing, to complain of all.

And more efpecially, this complaint in the country proceeds from the
late pradice of bringing up the tax-money in waggons, which did
doubtlefs caufe a fcarcity of money in the country *.

And, principally, this feeming fcarcity of money proceeds from thr.

trade of hankering, which obftruds circulation, advances ufury, and
renders it fo eafy that mofl: m.en, as foon as they can make up a fn.m of
L50 or LicQ.fend it into the goldfmith : which doth, and will occafion,

\\hile it lafls, that fatal prefling necellity for money fovifible through-
out the whole kingdom, both to prince and people.

'i his paragraph, fo far as relates to circulation, merits explication : for

the money fo put into the goldfiniths hands in thofe times was far from,

circulating, as the running cafh-notes of the bank of England, and
of fome bankers, do in our days ; for in fuch cafe it would undoubtedly
have increafed the currency ; but as the bankers of London in thofe

times advanced their money to the king on the credit of parliamentary

grants, and thofe advances weie then always at extravagant intereft ; the

bankers therefor, in order to be ready to fupply the neceflities of that

improvident prince, were glad to allow a lower intt-reft for a certain

time to people who brought their money to them ; which trade certain-

ly hindered the circulation of money, inftead of increafing it : but we
(hall foon fee an end put to it, by ihutting up the exchequer.

This famous author alfo mfilfs much on the great advantage the

Dutch had over England, in point of commerce, from the lownefs of

• In tin's gemlcmnii's time the (iralings between London and the country were probably not fo

great as in u jr days ; and tlicrcfut bills of cxciiangc migh. not then be fo culily ublaiucd as now. A-



A. D. 1670.
547

well upon our fhip as good and muft h^ 111 n
'''"•', '""'^'^^ "•"'^^ ^^

as they are in being.
^°°'*''^"^ "'"^ ^^^ annually paid on both fo long

n^on^eThfL^gTrSL'^^t^^^ ^-^ -n.
whereby that coCy Is able tffuLlvf'

^'"'^^ f '^' ^^Z^om;
own plantations in AmIrTca with Wf n TP^'"''"^f''"'' ^^^' =»^ °"r
wood, and com. at Ser me rh.n

' ^ ' ^^''j '''"°^^' ^''^^' beer,
ing us out of thof. tndes wL 7' ^'-^n afford to do ; to the beat!
late Irilh war. begunfn the yearT.o^'T'''

^'- " ^'^"^ ^^^^ ^^^
tranfporting Engli(h cattle th^fher

^'^ ^^ ""'" ^°' ^ood eftates by

Iri^^tbouVthe^^S^ ^,:tfrtT"^^^^^- ^"^^"^-^ ^h- ^^e
we were obliged, for the pacifWn. nf

"'','?''' "''^^ ^"S^^"^' ^i»

total prohibidon of them.^ ^ ^ "' ^'"''''^ gentlemen, to enad a

thorretast' ornortir'
'"^- •^"^ ""^ ^^'^^^ ^" improvement in

ing ftockrcLauirmore eL".hir"fT'
'°'°"'^^ of America in ra ?-

and pulfe, that hey^n ' la "e r
/'' ?' ^'^^ ^" P^^^"^^"^ ^^m

therewith and with timber ^,ne Ivt'' :;^P^,^ "^ ^^^ ^"^^^
^
'^^^^i^

it), and alfo the fuga Tolo iilTof^^^^^^^^^ F*;

'"'' ^"™^''" ^'^^ '^^^ ^^^"^

dearth alfo. Pennfylvania and ^h/t r ^C "^l^""
"^^lons. In times of

tain and Ireland with corn
"^^ '^' ^'^' ^'^^'^ ^« ^"PP^^ ^^en Bri-

-^it t^ r£i:fE^?! v^
earned on: whLlt S^d^ll^;;!J^^^^^^^^^

^'^^^

ceS/;^;'^,;;;:^;^"^^^- -^^-^^^ -^^ ^% -h that moa ne.

go!"ili!:,inl;d le^^r^^l^^ "^ cona^ption, wtth pepper, indi-

Li So.0.0 yearly*.
'^"^ ^'"S^' ^" '^'^ ^'^'^^^ "^ L'So.coo to

• TmCw"";!;^™^ ^ -trying on our trade to

* our trades to fvi.'^;X ' V; v "''i n'^
^"'"'"^ ""^^^

' ^' '^ ^^
' or three hm.drcx tl^^^^^^^^^ ^'-vo

' could not carry on wrl/™; r\^J ' T^ "'' "^^^^^ ''•^'^'^^- -«ry on with any confiderable advantage but for thole
• The tea tndc from Cl.ina was not yet introJuced. yf.

" 7 ->
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' fupplies. And thofe goods exported, do produce in foreign parts ta
* be retu-ned to England, fix times the trcafure in fpecie which thi?
' company exports from England to India.

He therefor concludes, ' that although the Eaft-Indla company's im-
' ports greatly exceed its exports of our manufactures, yet, for the above
* reafons, it is clearly a gainful trade to the nation : he fubjoins to this,

' ill, that if we had not this trade ourfelves, the fmgle article of falt-

' petrc, fo abfoultely neceflary for making gunpowder, would coft us a
' vaft annual fum to purchafe it from the Dutch : 2dly, the lofs of fo
* many flout fliips and mariners would be a great detriment to the na-
' tion : 3dly, were we forced to buy all our pepper, calicoes, &c. from
' the Dutch, they would make us pay as dear for them as we do for
* their nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, and mace ; and if we did not uff^
* calicoes, we ihould fall into the ufe of foreign linens*.'

In the ingenious Mr. Poiexfen's Ditcourfe on trade (1696), there is

the following remarkable paragraph, relating to our Englilh Eaft-India
company, viz. ' till after the year 1 670, the importations from Eaft-
* India were chiefly drugs, faltpetre, fpices, calicoes, and diamonds ;

' then throwfters, weavers, dyers, &c. were fcnt to India by the compa-
* ny, for teaching the Indians to pleafe the Europeans fancies.' And
tliis brought to us an inundation of wrought filks and fluffs of many
various forts, whereby our own manufadurcs were greatly obftrudled :

wherefor, long after, the legiflature found it neceflary abfolutely to pro-
hibit the wear of them at home. So now they are all re-exported.

After all that has formerly been faid on the following fubjedl, we are
neverthelcfs greatly obliged to Sir Jofiah Child in particular, for the
firft judicious diflertation we have met with on the difficulties attending
the means of difcovering the true (late of our national balance of trade:

wherefor we have thrown this, and the arguments of fome other later

authors together, on this curious and moll interelling inquiry, that .Ik.'

whole may appear in one view.

Tliere are (lay they) but three ways of judging whether the bala? e

of trade be for or againfl us, viz.

1) By difcovering the tioe value of our exports and imports fr-.m

the ciiftom-houl'e books ; and this would doubtlefs be a good rule were
it practicable : yet as there is a difficulty, and even an impoflihihty .)f

taking .' :j a iccount, as well of the quantity as of the value of -lodi-

ties exported : id imported, this rule will by no means eftedu; "

;, : ve us.

i) Be(.aLil'e many fine goods, as jewels, tine lace, cambrics, rich filks,

&c. are imported by flealth.

* *.ie immenfc incicafe aiul improvement of In the revolutions of trade an>l Viiauufaftures,

St-oUifh anil Indi linens lince C'i^ilil's time have linens arc p;jw
(
(7(y*<) likely to ht fnperrcikd by

renikrtd the ulc of turcigii linens nnnettirary : Imnic-nuuk calicots, wliich, by mean* of llit grear
but the other argumtius remain valid even lo the f.iving of labour in the f|nnning cnjjinci, arc now
prcfcnl times. ^/. made much theai>cr than tlKm. AI.
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2) In our remote out ports and creeks, the like is often true even ofmore bulky wares.

3) The true quantities and qualities are not in many cafes exadiv
entered

; more efpecially with refped to woollen goods exported • be-
caufe many traders, to get a great name, and perhaps fometimes forworle realons, do enter greater quantities than thev reaUy export • thevpaymg httle or no duty.

' J t^
>

'^ '^y

4) As the rates of the cuftoms are in no kind proportionable on ex-
portations

; fome of our own commodities being rated very low, as our
arapery, filk-wares. haberdalhery, and iron-ware ; others high, as leadand tm

; and filli, m Englilh (hips, nothing at all : and the rates of fo-reign comiwoduies importeu are yet more unequal: befides that fo-reign commodmes, imported in Engliih ihips. fhould be valued only atprime colt and charges till onboard j and thofe ia foreign fhips withthe addition of the homeward freight.
Moreover, by accidents in trade, fuch as lofles at fea, bad markets

bankruptcies beyond lea, feizures, &c. the original flock may be lelTen-ed and the value of the commodities imported in recur:, may be con-
liderably k-fs than the value of the commodities exported, and yet maybe the full returns; and lo the nation no gamer, though the exportswere more in value than the imports. On the other hand, it may'chance that the (lock exported may meet with a very lucky lale, where-by the returns may be of a much greater value, though really but thebare returns of the exports ; and fo the nation no loier. but in fad agarner thereby, although the imports mav exceed the t xports

Sir Jofiah Child all ,e.s the examples of Ireland, Virginia, and Bar-
bados, 10 fhewthe great uncertainty, in fome cales, of the notion oftruely ttatrng the general balance of a nation's commerce :

' For (fays

^

he) thole three countries do, without doubt, export annually a far

^

greater value of the commodities of their native growth, than is im-
^

ported to them from hence, or from any foreign cotunry, and yet
they are not luch great gain, rs, but continue poor.' With reipee^ to-Virgnua and Barbados, it may be remarked on this able author, tl;ateven m Ins tune thofe plantations, and Specially the Liter, were grow-ms rich

;
for even then we find fome of their overgrown planters com-mg home to leitle with their fortunes. As to Ireland, it h.*s L^een en-

tuely the people's own fault in not being rich then, through the lazinefsand floth of tlie poorer lort, and the luxury of their landed gentry, who-ailed to indulge themfelves with f^jreign wines, manufadures, &c. andmany of them Ipend their incomes out of their own country
; yet, not-

withllanding. Ireland m our days is well known to be more rich and
prolperous than ever before ; and has much more commerce and manu-
factures than formerly, more efpecially that immeulely-increaled one of
the linen and cambric manufadurcj giving jealoufy not only to Scot-
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land, its great rival therein, but to Holland and Germany, in a very-

great degree.

Moreover, the rule ofjudging of the general balance of trade from a
nation's exports and imports, is very exceptionable when applied to par-
ticular trades. Seeing it may happen, that although we may really im-
port much more in value from fome certain countries than we export
thither, yet the trade to thofe very countries may be fuch an one, as
either in its own nature we cannot be without, or clfe, in its confe-
qnences, is really produdive of greater profit by the re-exportation of
its merchandize firlV imported hither.

Let us, for inftance, fuppofe, what will readily be granted, that naval
flores, Spanifh wool, and falrpetre, are three commodities which we can-
not be without : the firft, for our whole navigation and commerce ; the
fecond, for our fine woollen cloth trade ; and the third, for gunpowder.
Then, we fay, we fliould be neceflitated to carry on a trade with the
countries which furnifh thofe three commodities, let the balance be ever
fo much againfl: us ; or. in other words, let our imports from thence
ever fo much exceed our exports thither. As to the firft, viz. naval
ftores, the balance is greatly againft us ; Denmark, Norway, and Swe-
den, from whence we have the moft of our timber, taking off but very
few ri our merchandize in comparifon with the quantity we take of
their timber, marts, deals, and tar, befides ftockfifli, &c. ; and the like

may be faid of the other countries within the Sound, from whence our
other kinds of naval ftores come ; as hemp, from Livonia and Ruflia

;

oak-plank, from Pruflia, &c. Yet, until we can bring our own North-
American plantations into a method of fupplying us entirely with na-
vvl ftores, there is no remedy. The like might be faid of the other
two commodities, even though the balance fliould be againft us ; nei-
ther of which however is the cafe.

The fecond rule to judge of the general balance of our trade, is, to

obferve carefully the courfe of exchange between us and foreign coun-
tries. And if that be generally found againft us, that is to fay, if it be
generally above the intrinfic value or par of the coins of thofe foreign
countries, v/e certainly loie by the general courfe of our foreign coni-
mcrce : or, in other words, they certainly fend us more of their mer-
chandize than they take of ours. And certainly (fays Sir Jofiah Child)
when once the exchange comes to be five or fix per cent above the true
value or par of foreign monies, our treafure will be carried out, what-
ever laws we may make to prevent it. On the contrary, we fliould be
gainers if the exchange were fo much in our favour ; which is our cafe
with Portugal, aiul alio with fome other countries, though perhaps not
ill quite fo great a degree ; from whence we adtually import much of
tiieir coin, by means of the balance being in our favour.

\'et even this rule, drawn from exchanges, though a very plaufible
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one (and the diligent obfervance whereof may be very ufeful and neceflary in many re(peds). is likewife liable to great varLbns on^undrv"accounts, occafioned from the accidents which'frequen 1^ ha^in xnSpublic concerns of nations, by wars, famines, revolutions &c Moreover, there is no eftablifhed and dired courfe of exchang; w'th fundrv'countries to which we trade: fiich as Poland, Sweden if^rark Norway. Ruflia Turkey Barbary. Sicily, the Canaries. Tc! ^0^ efe^eTfons. this fcience of exchanges, though a very ingenious inqu ry nniwh.ch. when applied to this or that particular coLtry. manften be

quate rule to judge of the nation's profit or lofs by our general tradeThe third, laft, and fureft. rule to judge of the general balance i* eof the lofs or gain of the trade of any nftion. is. by "hTincreafro^creafe of its general commerce and fhipping. Vet^even then we rnnft

Sken?"f
"" J."'^"^"^ ^^^'>^' -f-alewyearro„ly: fornatronshke private merchants, may make a great ftir in Ihipping. export on

'

and importations, and may feem to have a mighty Gainful commie'when perhaps ma few years longer all this Lining gainfulZSmay prove a confuming trade, and a v.fible decay may foon follow inthe whole body pditic. Our Ihips may lie unemploTed? our firsmay be gone into foreign fervice ; our manufadurers and artifir-rsouof bufinefs
; our goods uncalled for ; our cuftoms falling Zrt ourpoors' rates increafed. &c. Thefe are the fad and fure fi/n to ; nation of a dechning commerce. But on the contrary, if fnatbn hifor a long feries of years been increafing in all the'^^bov; pa t cular;If the number of our merchant fhips (and confeqnently of our malnners) be vifibly increafed, and ftill incr.ufmg

; if there be a ere^cr

Ttri ^Tr^'rV'nT^^' ^"' '^^'^"^^"^ ^^'- •" former dm s.';S^m

moiUh, &c vvhich. mftead of being only confined to a few of the greatones, as m old times, are become diffufed amongfl the middling gem yand merchants and even arnongft the middling Slafs of traders and n a-n faduiers
;

if the prices of lands keep up and increafe ; and there s agn-arer appearance ot money everywhere than formerly then we m ,ydoubtedly pronounce that nation to be in a thriving^c^nduion. And.

k d i Ift

^'''*'"' *''''P> ''^' ^^ ^''''' Britain.\nd even of Ire-

N.^^ A Tk"'' "T ""^'"^^ '^ '^'^"'•'y demonftrable and obvious.

fhiVnn v' / '^^•f
Pt'-^'nts of oar increafing luxury at all militate ugainOthi. pohtion

; fince luxury, more or lefs. is. and alvvays will be. the con-conntant of increafing wealth and commerce. Nor will it be of anyfohd weight to objed that fome particular branches of tra<fe are de "/

if ue have, for mfiance. long fince lolt the market of France and per-haps partly of Italy and Turkey, ^for woollen goods, how mliclwl'e

W
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have we increafed in the exportation of them to other parts of Europe,

but more efpecially to our American plantations ? which, according to

Sir jofiah Child, in his chapter on plantations. ' did (even in the year
' 1670) employ near two thirds of all our Englifli Ihipping, and there-

' by gave conftant fuftcnance, it may be, to 200,000 perfons here at

* home.' How greatly are our manufadures of filk, iron, glafs, linen, &c.

increafed of late years ; and of fine toys of gold, filver, fteel, and ivory,

and alfo watches, &c. in the memory even of many thoufands ftill living ?

Our cities and port-towns generally much increafed in buildings and

{hipping ; not only in England, but in Scotland and Ireland.

Though one of Sir Jofiah Child's principal aims was to point out the

increaling commerce of Holland, yet iu the clofe of his preface he

obferves, that the French and Swedes were as induflrious and careful in

j)romoting their commerce as even the Dutch themfelves : for befides

the many impofitions of the French on our (hips and goods, fo high,

particularly on our woollen cloths, as 50 or 60 per cent, the Swedes have

laid fuch high impofuions on their own merchandize, unlefs they be car-

ried in Swedifli bottoms, as amounts to almofl a navigation-ad in Sweden.

We have at this time, from De Witt's Interell of Holland, a fumma-

ry account of the Ihipping emjiloyed in their fiflieries by the fingle pro-

vince of Holland alone, viz. ' the herring and cod fiflieries employ

above a thoufand bulfes, from twenty-four tc thirty lafts each ; and

above one hundred and feventy fmaller ones, that filh at the mouth of

the Texel. And fince the Greenland monopolizing company was an-

nulled, that whale-fifliery is increafed from one to ten. So (fays he)

when we confider that all thefe filhing veflels are built at home, and

the ropes, fails, nets, and cafks, made here, as well as the fait furnifh-

ed from hence, we may cafily imagine there mull be an incredible

number of people who live thereby ; efpecially when we add that all

thofe people muft have food, clothes, and houfmg, and that the fifh,

when caught, are tranfported by the Hollanders in their own velTels

throughout the world. And indeed if* that be true, which Sir W^al-

ter Raleigh affirms (who made diligent inquiry tliereinto in the year

161 8 f, to inform King James of it), that the Hollanders fiflied on

the coafts of Great Britain with no fewer than 3000 flaps and 50,000

men; and that they employed and fet to fea, to tranfport, and fell the

filh fo taken, and to raake returns thereof, 9000 fliips more and

I so,oco men ; and if we hereunto add what he faith farther, vj^;.

that 20 bulfes do, one way or other, maintain 8000 people X, 'ind that

the Hollanders hud in all, no lefs than 20,000 fliips at fea. And, as

• The dubitativi; coniunctlon If, wherf.witli De Witt iilicis in a forcigiitr's exaggciatcd accoiml of

wh,it he oiiglit to iiavc kiujwn htttcr himttlt, givca rcui'ou to bclinc lliat he look it up as mull tun-

vti.icit for hiti puipofe. M.
4 The ilate oiij^ht to lie 1603. M.
1 Is there no nullake iu thib number ? M.
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e alfo thinks that their fifhin^, navigation, and traffic by fea withtheir dependencies fince Raleigh's time to the year i667/(wherhe^us revifmg h.s work for its new and complete publication) «
is ncr.afedto one third more, we may then eafily conclude, that the fea is a foe

;
cjal means of Holland's lubfiftence. feeing Holland, by "hll^Snsalone, yields through its own induftry. above 3C0.OC0 lulls of fa"t

• Hoilnnn"'^ '^fV^'''
we=;dd the whale fins and whale oil. and ourHolland manufaftures. with that which our own rivers afford us if

;

muft be confeHed. that no country in the world can mak^t many

fh.^n ^?
V*;^ ^''''

'
^+u'

'''^ •'"'^^ Siven Sir Jofiah Child's reafons whythe Dutch have never been very fuccelsful in planting and ciltn-Sfore,gn colonies. What he fays of the Frencll he wfs cm'n^-'^^U?

planting
:

for. fince his time, what fine improvements have thev norrnade on the ifiands of Martinico and Guadaloupe. and their otK cTnbbee iflands. as well as on the weft end of thJ great ifi nd of Hifpan Ola whereby in our own days, they have been able to underfell ndf ipplant us in the fugar trade, and have thereby reduced our expo t ofthat commodity to a very low ebb; befides the quantities onndhrocotton, ginger, and coffee raifed by them in thofe ifl mds andSgreat improvements in the ifle of Bourbon near Madagr^; and inC^^enne on the coaft of Guiana, as well as on the continfn of North^America, to our great ofs and coft. It is indeed allowed. tLrthofemprovements were little thought of by the French till the t me of Co
w. "''"'^7'.^"^ '^''y ^'''"^ ^'^^^ I'^nce been fteadily profeCuedWl«t Sir Jofiah Child fays in relation to Spain, haVhklie"o provedn-ue VIZ. that file can never equal England irl the' improvement of herAmerican plantations

;
by realbn of their high freight for theii fi^ip.ng. which hefiys is four times that of ours. occ!fionec ch 'flv fv"their high i.u-reft of ,2 per cent in Spain, and alfo by Seir Mic7t on princyally to their mines of gold aid filver. wherc% t y^ Fe

•

I"i.te numbers of people, efpecially of flaves. neglecting the cutiv-on ot tlie earth, and the produdiou of co:nm;jttres whi?h nigh em
P oy many fiiips and people *

; and laltly. by tlie multitude of Ha .?duns pro iib.ted fro, n marriage ; and the like bad government irine-nta which they have m Europe.
Laftly. with regard lo the Portuguefi,, although he allows that thev

.. e been great planters in the Brafils and othtr parrs, yet hT -uhlltiKU It they do not alter their politics, (which hi. thin^rim^olliWe

4 A
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* they Hiould do) they can never bear up with us, and much lefs pre-
' jiidice our plantations. As we have already,' in my time, continues

he, • beat their mufcovada and paneal fugars quite out of England,
' and their whites we have brought down in all thefe parts of Europe.
' in price, from L7 and L8 per cwt. to 50/and L3. And we have alio

' much Icflened their quantities, for whereas formerly their Brafil fleets

' brought I CO to 1 20,000 chefts of fugar, they are now reduced to
* about 3:^,000 chcfls fiuce the great increafe of Barbados.'

The great decay of England's Newfoundland fifliery, from 250 fliips

in the year 1605 to 80 in 1670, Sir Jofiah Child thinks owing princi-
pally to the increafing liberty, which is everywhere more and more
ufed in Romifli countries, as well as in others, of eating flefli in lent and
on filh days. Secondly, to the abufe of allowing private boat-keepers,

who can doubtlcfs afford their filh cheaper than the fliips from England
can, becaufe the former refide on the place, and are generally old fifhers.

Thirdly, the great increafe of the French filhery at Placentia there. And
he is of opinion, that the dilplanting and difpeopling of Newfoundland
would be an advantage to our fifliing there, becaufe the charge of a go-

vernment there is a burden on the fifliing : and the proviflons, clothing,

&c. which the planters, or rather inhabitants, confume, are fupplied them
from New England and Ireland ; and they have their wine, oil, and linen

from the fait fliips of France and Spain. Befides, if the planters of New
fpundland fliould be permitted to increafe, it would happen to us in a

fdw years in that country, as it hath done with regard to the fifliery at

New-England, which many years fines was managed by Englifli Ihips

from our weftem ports, as the Newfoundland filhery at prefent chiefly

is -, but as tlie plantations in New-England increafed, that fifliery fell

entirely to the people there. Upon the whole, as fifliing fliips have

ever been the breeders of feamen, it is our great intereft to increafe

the number of them, who befides, fupport multitudes of Englifli tradef-

men and artificers of various kinds.

Of New-England he remarks, that by means of their cod and mack-
rel fiflieries that people are more proper for building fliips and producing

feamen than our other American colonies : and lie adds, that nothing

is more prejudicial to any mother-country than the increafe of fliipping

in its colonics ; that it, producing the fame commodities as England,

is therefor the leafl: profitable to us. Yet he owns, that what they took

from England amounted to ten times what we took from them. Of the

other continental colonies he lays nothing. Thole ftatements, though

true in his time^ have fince, in I'undry rcfpeds, undergone coulidcrable

alterations with refped to our American colonics.

King Charles this year coined what was called crown gold, of 22 ca-

rats fine, and 2 carats allay, into L44 : 10 per pound weight, by tale,

in pieces of 10, 20, and 40/, and L5 ; and a pound weight of filver,
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pences, groats, threepences, twopences -md nenrTfi?
".""',"§«. fix-

;

porate and politic, by the" It of Th'e' gov'^o'Cd coTn '°'^?T• venturers of England trading into Hudfnn^ K^
and company of ad-

• celllon, and to be camSenfl^Ui^ ^^' """'' perpetual fuc-

' rents. &c.' (without StWr^^', ''''''''"^' '"'^ P^^^^^ng. lands.

• alienate the rrme a" nMe^ rf
'''

""'.rT'' ^^^""^^O 'and to
' a common feaimalU^^^^^^^

^"^ f^ be fued, have

' called committ;e tot ,L?XeS^/ ^^ ^^
• deputy-governor CO be elXroL offhe fV r

'^' P'^P""^"^^' '^^
' governor and any three of he commit ees for rf'"

^«"?"^i"^es
:
a

• have the directioi of the voy^ Td he n!°' r' '^.^^'"g. '^^all

' dize and ihipping, and of the SV, f^l
P^^^'^^^^ ^^ the merchan-

' ftrait common 7c.lledHudrnn .0 ^''
'''"^'"l

'^^' ""^•"^'^"^^ «*' the

: -tL-^l~v?" '*^^"- ™«^

' with the royalty of the feawi-rhinrh 'x-^'''-'
&c. together
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land be from henceforward reckoned and reputed as one of our plan-
tations or colonies in America, and to be called Rupert's land ; tho

company to be deemed the true and abfolute lords and proprietors of
the fame territories *

; faving always the faith, allegiance, and fove-

reign dominion, to us, our heirs, and lucccflbrs, to be holden as of our
manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free and common foccage : yielding

and paying yearly to us, our heirs, and fucceffors. for the fame, two
elks, and two black beavers, whenfoever and as often as we, our heirs,

and fucceflbrs, fhall happen to enter into the faid countries, &c. here-

by granted. The company may make bye laws, &c. for the good go-
vernment of their forts, plantations, and fadlors, and may impofe
fines, &c. on offenders, not repugnant to the laws of the kingdom,
without accounting to the crown for the fame. This company may
not only enjoy the whole trade, &c. within the limits aforeiaid, but
likewife the fole traffic to and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers,

lakes, and leas, into which they Ihall find entrance or paflage by water

or- land, out of the territories, limits, and places, aforefaid, and to and
with all the natives and people within the territories afortfaid, and
with all other nations inhabiting any the coails adjacent to the laid

territories and limits aforefaid which are not alrt ady pofTtfied as afore-

faid by any chriftian potentate, or Whereof the fole liberty or privi-

lege of trade and traffic is not granted to any other of our fubjeds f.

None other than this company and their agents and afligns, Ihall di-

rectly vifit, haunt, or frequent, traffic, or adventure, by way of mer-
chandize, into the faid limits, unlefs by licence of this company, on
pain of forfeiting llups and merchandize, half to the crown and half

to the company. Every perfon having Lioo ftock, is entitled to one
vote in general courts of eledtions. The company may fend Ihips of

war, ammunition, &c. and may ered forts in their territories as well

as towns ; may make peace and war with any prince or people not

chrhlian : uUb may make reprilals on any others imerrupiing or

wronging them ; may feize on and lend home all inch Lngliih or

other fubjedts failing into Hudfon's bay without their licence ; and

their governors, &c. may fine or otherwife punilh offenders, and may
adminiflcr an oath for the diieovery of olTcnders, &c. Lallly, all ad-

mirals, &c. are to be aiding to the company in the execution of the

' above powers and privileges.'

This charter is a very ample one : and if our laws and free conflitu-

tion, and particularly that moft excellent llatute made in the I'eeond

fellion of the firfl. year of King William and (^leen Mary, entitled An
a«5t declaring the rights and liberties of the fubjedl, and fettling the fuc-

• Tliia is alfo llie ft!le of '.he CaiolJiiii charter'., yf.

•f
'l'!iis is a faviii;; tluuL- in behalf of the Eall-Iii'h> compniu's chiiitcr, In cafe tliis company llioiiIJ

fiiid the fiipi'ofcd paffagc from thence into the South fca. j'A
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cemon of the crown had not limited the prerogative in the cafe of ex-dufive chnrrers ot privileges, this company would doubtlef'be absolute
in thofc immenle territories

: but the 'cafe, to our great hanpinc^ hnow quite other^ufe
; and fince that great eaablifhment of ou liber!ties, neither the Hudfon's-bay. nor any other company, not confirmedby aa of parhament. has any exclufive rights at all: whercforTy Br^

fli fuhj«as may fail mto Hndfon's bay, fiHi. and traffic withKtive Indians there, may travel into, and make difcoveries therein etherby land or water, as freely as that company can do. as hrLce be.„pradhled frequently in our own days. All the advantage, that the com-pany has over other adventurers thither, is purely the benefit ofEown forts, fuch as they are, whereby their agents can refide in fo inlho pitable a country during the winter, preparatory to thei trndinjwith he lavages agamft the arrival of their fhips in the fummer andthat ther.b> they have not only more fafety and protection bu a fohave more experience in trading with the natin Indians thereabomthan any pr.vate adventurers can have, whole fliips cannot with \fetvremain in that vafl bay above a part only of our fummer. 1ft thclb^ftu m by the ice. winch fills the bay with heaps of it hk^ mou tansAnd indeed, even thefe advantages alone on the company's Tdr.reroconfiderable, that they are not like to be fuccelsfully^iv!dled in 1 .fteby any private adventurers. Their capital of about Li : o 000 I confined to a fmall number of proprietors, who have three orS fortsTnd.flfcrent parts of Hudlon's bay. in which they have in all about wo
!vittn";i"^^

'" ""^ ""T'^'
"^ '''' y^'^'^' '''^' "^ ^ manner Zt upwithin their forts, m low houles calculated to defend them from t eparcmg cold, Inow. and rams. In lununer they go out andTootum•nul 1,1],, and meet with deer and wild-fowl ; and tlv.y have iome ewvv.ldlruits. as ftrawberrics, dewberries, and goofeberrL. fromEnTland they rece.ve annually three or four Ih.ps laden with coarll w^olk^goods, guns, powder and Ihot, fphits. edge-tools. =md fundry o he utt^lis: in return or winch the natives fell them all kinds of furs or peLtry. goo e epulis, caftorum, whale fins and oil. bed feathers &c andthey n.ake hundlmne annual dividends to their proprietors. '

^
• t\ru^!'J ^' ^

^"'^^P^'"y'^^'rit governor of their factories and fet-tlements in that bay. eniertained a tri. ndly correfponoence by lettersand otherwile. with Mr. Frontcnac then governor^,! cJ^J^i^oZ
feveral years made no complauu of any injury done to -anee by

' n^rdldTr '"'"V '"'^"^^ budding forts m Hudion' bay"^

derm... on it. till long after th.s time,' as will be ieen in us placeThe country around Hudion'. bay is lo inhoil itable. that even m themol loutherly part of the bay. in the latitude of bu 51 degue u sexcelhvely cold for about nine months of the year, kx io wre ched a
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55^ A. D. 1670,

country, therefor, there can be no plantations, properly fo called, and
much lefs any towns or villages. Our people therefor muft be fupplied

from England with bread, beef, pork, flour, peas, and other neceflaries *.

With the poor favages of the country there can be no other commerce
but by barter : thus, for inftance, the company for one beaver*s fkin

give half a pound of gunpowder, four pound weight of lead-fhot, two
hatchets, half a pound of glafs beads, one pound weight of tobacco,

eight fmall of fix large knives, one large and two fmall powder horns :

for twelve good winter beaver Ikins, a gun of the beft fort ; for eight

ditto, the finalleft gun ; for fix ditto, a good laced coat ; for five ditto,

a plain red coat ; for four ditto, a woman's coat ; and fo in proportion

for kettles, looking-glafles, combs, &c. Arthur Dobbs, Efq. (fince go-
vernor of North Carolina) in his account of this country, (4to, 1744)
gives us the particulars of one fale in the year 1740, wherein were

17,780 beaver (kins, and 49,600 (kins of all kinds, 2360 pound weight
of bed feathers, 160 caftorum, 610 whale fins, and 120 gallons of whale
oil. And, as he fays, there are two fales every year, and that this com-
pany referves three fifths of their beaver (kins for their fecond fale, but
no other (kins, then the fecond fale muft have 26,670 beaver Ikins, and
both the fales muft have had 44,450 beaver (kins, &c.

Although the French at Canada did not at firft pretend to a property

in the countries about Hudfon's bay, yet in a few years after the com-
pany was eftablifhed, (viz, in 1 674) they began to be jealous, and very

troublefome to our people there, and they built a fort within eight days

journey of our fettlement on Prince Rupert's river. They alfo endea-

voured, by underfelling us in their barter with the Indians, to ruin our

trade and intereft with thofe favages : for the neareft parts of Canada
are not 1 50 miles diflant from Rupert's river.

Carolina foon furmounted the ufual difficulties and difcouragements

attending new plantations, and gradually became a very confiderable

colony. Mr. John Lawlbn, who had been furveyor-general of North-

Carolina, and publiftjed the Hiftory of Carolina (4to, 171 8), has made
fome good remarks on the excellency and fertility of its climate, and of
its happy fituation. He obferves, that the beft filver mines of the Spa-

niards lie diredly weft from Carolina, and although none of that fort

be hitherto difcovered in that province ; yet there is ftill a probability

that fuch hereafter may be found, when the hilly parts weftward (hall

be more frequented and planted ; that none of our continental plan-

tations are to be compared to Carolina for its vaft quantities of naval

ftores, fuch as pitch, tar, turpentine, rofm, mafts, yards, planks, boards,

timber of many forrs, and fit for many uies, pipe-leaves, lumber, hemp,
flaxj all forts of Englilh grain, and alio Indian corn f . Their ftocks of

* Some fay that barley, oats, and peas, have been fowcd there with fome degree of fucccfs. y/.

f Rice, now its grand ilaple, was not then introduced, or only juU attempted. A.
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cattle are incredibly large, and feed in their rank favannas or meadows
and they need no dry fodder in their mild winters : an advantage which
our more northerly colonies want. South-Carolina produces confider-
able qiiantities of filk, and grapes in plenty, though not fo fine as in fome

^u "^u°\i "^P^* ^°'' '^^^^ °^" ^ §°°^ '^"'^ "^o^e general cultivation • fo
that he doubted not but Carolina would in time become a wine coun-
try North-Carohna is a feparate government, and of a fmaller com-
puis than the other, partaking more of the nature of its adjoining neigh-
bour Virginia, both as to foil, climate, and produce, making therem
confiderable quantities of tobacco, their lands being generally richer
than thofe m Virginia. In fine, all the experiments that have beenmade in Caro ina have exceeded expedation, and it affords fome com-
modities which other places in the fame latitude do not. It has rich and
dehghtful paftures, fine hills and rivers, and a mod wholefome air It
^ylII, contmues he, doubtlefs in time increafe the number of its produc-
tions, and afford us thole rich commodities which India, China the
Straits, Turkey &c. fupply us with at prefent, fuch as tea, coffee, drugs
ot various kinds, dates, almonds, &c. : which predidion has fmce in
a great degree, proved true in fad. And though all that Mr. Lawfon
Has laid ot the improvements of this excellent province were not com-
pleted io early as this year 1670, yet as many of them were then pretty
far advanced and as we fhall fcarcely have occafion to treat again of
that colony during the remainder of this century, we thought it befl totnrow all the above particulars together at this time.
By an ad of parliament, [22 Car. //, c. 13] it was enaded, that when

wheat was not above L2 : 13 .-4 per quarter, it fhould, upon exporta-
tion, pay cultom and poundage per quarter, viz.
From that price to L4 per quarter

'
-

Rye at about L2 to pay
Barley and malt, not above Ll : 12, to pay
Oats at 1 6/" per quarter, to pay
Peas and beans at L2, to pay - _ - _ u lu a
This ftatute permits the exportation of any fort of live cattle but

Iheep; as alio of beef, pork, butter, cheefe, &c.
About this time, or perhaps a little later, the linen manufadure be-

gan to be encouraged in Ireland. It began among the Scots in the
north of Ireland, where it has to this day flouriflicd more than in any
other part. It has, efpecially within the lall forty years, grown to lo
valt an extent as to furprife all men, and to alarm all the linen coun^
tries beyond fea. fo as not a little to affed the general balance of trade
with thole countries. The vail quantities of linen, which England takes
ot the Irilh, enables them to pay for almoft every kind of our produd
and manufadure which we fupply them with. Before they made much
hnen cloth, the people iu the north of Ireland fent their linen yarn to
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England. Ireland is really a mine of treafure to Great Britain, and isr

fo perhaps in a much greater degree than fome of our American plan-
tations, fince much of what is gained in Ireland centers at length in

Britain. And the ingenious author of a trad, entitled the Querift, pub-
lifhed fome few years ago, rightly obferves, that every fevere flep taken
by us with regard to Ireland, has been lefs injuriou to it than advan-
tageous to our foreign rivals. It is nor clearly feen, that the prohibi-

tion of live cattle from Ireland, in order to raife the price of our own
lands, was not well judged. Even the reflr'dive laws relating to the

woollen manufadures of Ireland forced the Irifh workmen to fettle in

France, and thereby laid the foundation for the great woollen manufac-
ture in that kingdom, akhcugh we mufi confefs this laft point tc be ex-

tremely delicate on both fides of the queftion.

About this time the duke of Buckingham procured makers, grinders,

and polilhers, of glafs from Venice, to fettle in England. The manu-
fadure has fince been brought to fuch perfection, that the very finefl

glafs is now fent from this country to all parts of the globe, even Venice
itfelf not excepted.

1671.—The Englifh Eaft-India company entered into an agreement
with the king of Golconda to pay him a certain annuity of 1 260 pa-

godas for ever, inftead of the cuftoms hitherto paid to him at Madras,
or Fort St;. George, which is faid to have fince then proved a great be-

nefit to the company's increafing commerce at that place.

1672.—The exportation of our produce and manufodures was en-

couraged by an a&. of parliament, [25 Car. //, c. 6] for taking oflf aUens

duty upon all the native commodities, coals only excepted, and manu-
factures of England exported by foreigners : thereby putting them on
a level with Englifh fubjeds : whereas by the nth of Henry VII, c. 14,

and the tonnage and poundage ad of the 1 2th (confirmed by one of

the 13th) year of the prefent king, they were to pay double duties.

By this law aliens were to pay only the fame duty for fiih caught by
Englilhmen, and exported in Englilh fhipping, navigated as the navi-

giition ad direds, as the natives pay.

It was in January 1671 (now 1672) that King Charles II was fo ill

adviicd by Sir Thomas Clifford, (for which, he was created a peer and
lord higli treafure r") as to (liut up the exche(iuer, on which occafion he

m:ide a declaration in council, that it (hould be but for one year only.

Thereby all the money which the London goldfmiths and bankers had

lent to the king at 8 per cent intereft, befides certain confiderable ad-

vantages in the manner of paying them the money weekly, as it came
into the exchequer, &c. was made ule of by him for his intended war

ugainfl; Holland. The cruel and unjuft feizure of this money, amount-
inv; to Lt.328,526, and noc even paying the iutcrefl; due on it, made a

very great clamour among the creditors of the bankers j and it was

I
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thh k nd "hth f i?rrr"''^j ?^ '^^'^ PuWifhed, that a flop ofthis kmd. which fo much leflened the credit of the exchequer and thereputation of the crown, could proceed Tom nothing lefs^han
"

refo-ution of the court to borrow no more hereafter but t^o cake The kinrm his printed declaration, declared, that, although, contrary to his blclmation. he had been obliged to caufe a ftop to be made^s to the

rc?nfiSVo/tr?' pundually pay it fereafter, and t?n tnlper cent mtereft for the fame ; at the fame time direfting the treafurvto fi out his fleet with that money. His main purpofes for fuch Pr^
fhTeThir''

'^'^y^.^^-^^^ch, theintrodudionof ^opery.^andthe eftablifhment of defpotic power, without the control of a « rha-ment. for which ends he had entered into a fecrct league with Franceby means of the mterview he had at Dover with his fS^er The diJhefsof Oneans. jointly to attack the Dutch by Tea. while France the efcaorof Cologne, and the bifhop of Munfte;. ihonld invade them in dffferent places by land at the fame time. But as Kine Cha^^s had nlready lavifhed away L2,500.000 given him by parliaS. and L700 000given him by Brance his cabal advifed him to\his unjuft fe.'urloTthebankers money, without which he could not fend out his fle^t As thepayments were always wont to come weekly from the exchequer to hebankers, they were thereby enabled to anfwer the intereft\nd otherdemands of their creditors
: which now failing, they could nekher mvthe principal nor intereft to the crowds of creditors by whom tLy weredayly befieged. But the king's minifters paid no regard to thofe rTiS!cd people's lamentations; and the exchequer long remained (hut to thegreat detnnient of trade and bufinefs. Yet. if poffible. to qukt 7hofeclamours, the king found himfdf neceffitated to^ grant them hi^ pint

to pay the ^ud 6 per cent intereft out of his hereditary Sfefut henever paid the principal: for although, after fome years, the excheaueJ

monev Th^^'' ^'^.l^
"" ^° T P"^P°^^ '^' ^^e bankers ^r^^T^^^^money That we may here complete this account of the hankers debtaltogether we fliall farther obferve. that, although it w^s not a p^^^^^^^^

inentary debt, the parliament by an aft of the 12th year of Kin|\V^^.lam.Cr. 12] after providing for a large arrear of intereft on it, fettledm intereft ot 3 per cent on it for the future ; but this debt was there-by made redeemable on paying one moiety of the principal fum bein.^L664.263. farther confirmed by an act .,f the 2d and 3d year of OueeS

iff Ih'
f\;5J ^'^^^h moiety was now therefor become the properdeb"of the public

; and. being reduced from 6 to 5 per cent at michae^na

;ea7;;2o"''
^"^^^ ^"b^-^bed into the South fia capital ftTck in The

Upon this fubjca Sir William Temple, in his Mifcellanies, makes thefollovmg
^

remark
:

' The credit of our exchequer is irreco;crably loft

4 B
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' by the lad breach with the bankers ; for credit is gained by cuftom^
' and feldom recovers a drain. I have heard a great example given of
* this, that happened upon the late King Charles I's feizing L20o,ooo
* in the mint in 1638 *, which had then the credit of a bank, and for

' feveral years had been the treafury of all the vafl payments tranfmit-
* ted from Spain to Flanders : but after this invafion of it, although the
' king paid back the money in a few months, the mint has never fince

* recovered its credit among foreign merchants.'

Even fo late as this time, according to the anonymous author, who
has fo judicioufly tranfmitted the curious- hiftory of our London bank-

ers, the receiving and paying of money from morning till night in an
open fhop was fo new, that our author himfelf feemed to think it a

ftrange fort of a thing ; and was by no means a friend to that kind of

trade.

Sir Jofiah Child alfo feems to be equally prepoflefled againfl it ; and

freely attacks the bankers in feveral parts of his Difcourfes on trade. He
accufes the bankers of his time, of being the main caufe of keeping the

intereft of money at leaft 2 per cent higher than otherwife it would be ;

for (fays he) they give 6 per cent to private perfons for the money,
which they lend the king at i o and 1 2 per cent, and fometimes more.

He inveighs againfl: what he calls this innovated practice of bankers, or

this new invention of cafhiering, as produdtive of many evils, which has

made us fufped, that he himfdf might have been the author of the fmall

tradl on the Myftery of the new-faHiioned goldfmiths, of which we have

made good ufe under the year 1645, Sec. :
' for, by allowing their cre-

' ditors, at this time, fo high an interefl: as 6 per cent, (whereas, till the

' king's wants increafed his demands on them, they allowf^ but 4 per
' cent) they make monied men fit down lazily with fo high an intereft,

' and not pufh into commerce with their money, as they certainly would
* do were it at 4 or 3 per cent, as in Holland. This high intereft alfo

' keeps the price of land fo low as 1 5 years purchafe, which would
' other fe be at 20 years purchafe. It alfo makes money fcarce in the
' count, y ; feeing the trade of banking being only in London, it very
' much drains the ready money from ail other parts of the kingdom.'

Upon the whole, whatever might in thofe days be faid, with truth, of

the pradices of bankers, the cafe is at prefent quite otherwife ; and the

difputch given by oar modern London bankers to merchants, and other

dealers, Is found fo convenient, t^^at they are glad to lodge their main

cafti with them, to be drawn out from time to time as they want it,

without receiving or expe<Sing any intereft whatever ; and the bankers

generally get great fortunes, by prudently inverting a certain proportion

of their cafti in our national funds, and lending it on private pledges,

• Thit compiilfory loan we have placed in the year 1640. j4.
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«cc. What :,s faid on this fubjed. it is hoped, may fuffice for a generalhiftory of private banking in London, even down to our davs
^

fill, ^'Wu'*''^''^^^^""^' '^^ ^°^^ properly the Sp°tzbeSn whalefifliing had been early pradifed by the Enelifti vet JrS 1
' ,5

afide towards the later e^nd of the rei^n of KfnfTarJ. I ttnih''" l"!?

^ll 'SfttJ '°V^'^
-P^oy-nt'^of Ere.:UZZ!oft^:f^men and the confumption of much of our provifions &c anHVnV

:n'dtThXnft"^ "T °W '° P^y'-ge'S ^^hTd'^'
If %t ? ^ 'T'^ ^^^ *^^ °" «"^ whale-fins which we had needPf Therefor an aft of parliament pSfled, [25 Car. If T^l for en

r'tirf
'^' ^'"'^^^^^ ^"d Eaftland\rades and for the betterW•*^g the plantation trade ; in fubftance, viz.

I) That, whereas Englifli harpooners could not now be eot the ufi nf

""•TfT I"' '^r'^y
^^ ^^'^ di^P^^^^d with, for ten years fo^ornetn

Wo!^'. ^^P. l>e Englifh-built. and the mafter and ha f the cr^^ be"EnghOi, the other half might be foreigners in the faid nihcrv TWs it

of oil {hall pay L9. and the ton of fins Li 8. In the firft fefllon nf kI
'

fi^i'nT.fr'^''rr'
'^''^' f^' 41 -- »6^°' till aTfof^^he whalefifhmg at Greenland was continued for four years Ioneer • butZ vJmuch as a fingle fhip was fitted out in confeque'nce thereof. ' '

""' ^°

T...P1
^P'

'-'w"^
from England to our plantations, and returning

t 'oc^rnuts r* T''""'
.g-S-'-d\o. logwood. ?uScot-wn cocoa nuts &c. and not givmg bond to land them in Englandwere to pay fundry duties, needlefs here to be fpecified

^"S''^"^*

111) For the encouragement of the Eaftland trade, it is hereby enafted that all perfons. natives or foreigners, may. fi;m he rft of M^"1673 have free liberty to trade into Sweden, Denmark -xuTnLI.

Sin^ " '^^ ^^'^"'"'^ ^""^P'^">"^ ^^^-- - Ttiul-ary n^tS:

rJ^^
Whoever rif anEnglinunan) {hall lienceforth defire to be admitted mtc, the fellowilnp of the faid EalUand company, {hall ;:y';:;!rd"

Thefetwoclaufes proved a mortal blow to the Ea{iland comnanv •

for hereby all .he north fide of the Baltic fca was laid open to aTandthe freedom for tradmg tu the fouth fide of it, was open toVu for aoA'Sir Jofiah Child was of opinion, that the I .Hand compan; 1 v^^cluJ

Dutch to ^r '''u'
^^""

'r^'^'y^
'^'^-' ^J- tradc^h ^^'e IbkS tl eDutch to fupply all parts within the Baltic with moll of the mcrdiau!

4B2
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Uize ufually fent thither, viz oil, wine, fugar, fruits, &c. And that the
Dutch (,who have no Eaftland company) had then ten times the trade
thither that we had. And alio loRuflui and Greenland, where we have
companies, and they have none, they have forty times the trade that
we have. Laftly, to Italy, Spain, and Portugal, where we have no com-
panie-s, we have yet left full as much, if not more, trade than the
Dutch.

This year King Charles decLired war againft the Dutch, purfuant to

his fecret agreement with France, for whjch his minifters were greatly

puzzled to find any juft pretext whatfoever. Thcv author of Colbert's

life alleges, ' that by that fecret treaty the United Netherlands were to
* be divided between thofe two kings ; but that Charles withdrew from
* the league, growing at length jealous of Louis's vait fuccefs, who in
* 40 days time conquered four of the feven provinces, and took 40 -^i-

* ties.' Such was Louis's infolence, and fo much was he alfo at a lo.s

for any juft reafon for invading the Dutch, that in his declaration of
war he only laid, ' that he could not, without the dimunition of his
' glory, any longer diflemble his indignation againft the ftates-general !'

without alleging io much as one fiugle fad for the ground of his inva-

lion. The bare-faced violence and injuftice of both thofe kings are

however foreign to our purpofe to enlarge on. It is enough to remark,
that D'Etrees, with 40 French fliips of war, joined the Engliih fleet at

Portfmouth, and entertained our king on board his admiral-lhip ; for,

by this time, Colber*^^ had confiderably augmented the number and
goodnels of the French royal navy, though it was not brought to its ut-

moft perfection till fix years later. King Charles alfo, to fecond the ra-

pid conquefts of Louis, fent over the duke of Monmouth with 6000
Englifh troops to join the French in the Netherlands. In this fame fum-
nier De Ruyter, with above 1 00 Dutch (hips of war, attacked the com-
bined fleets of England and France, commanded by the duke of York,
on the coaft of Sutfolk, and, rfter a moft terrible flaughter of gallant

men, from morning till night, and the deftrudion of feveral great ftiips,

the Dutch retired to their own coaft. In this horrible conflid the

Dutch admiral Van Ghent and the French rear-admiral De laRobiniere
were flain. Ou"* admiral, the earl of Sandwich, difdaining to quit his

Ihip when on fire, was blown up in her. What pity fo gallant a man
did not die in a better caufe ! In the midft of theie diftrefles, the Orange
part) HI Holland prevailed fo far as to get Prince William * declared

lladtholder, and the two brothers De Witts were deftroyed.

The earl of Sandwich was fucceeded, as prefident of the council of
trade, by the earl of Shaftefbury, lord chancellor. The preamble to this

new coramiliion, which has never yet been in print that we know of, it

* Afterwards king of Great Britjia.
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having been communicated to the author byo private friend ftts forth
tljat. • whereas.% the goodnefs of Almighty God, our dominions have'V^f late years been conhderably enlarged by the occafion of many
^

great colonies and plantations in America, and elfewhere ; and both
. Tk'']; u

"^'^ '•^^.^""es, as well as the trade and wealth of our Rood
^

fubjeds at home and abroad, much increafed by the mutual commerceand traffic between thefe our kingdoms and our faid , olonies -ind
I plantations. And whereas feveral other colonies and plantations may
.hereafter accrue to m. and many other great improvements may iuft-

• /J
expeded if fufficiemcare be taken for the encouragement pro-

^

tedhon. and defence, of our faid colonies and plantations, and of all our
^

good lubjeds m their refpedive trades and commerce, and a due regu-
la ion be made therein. We have thought fit to ered and eftabhft a

^
feled council, whofe employment fhall be to take care of the welfareof our colonies and plantations, and alfo of the trade and navigation

^

ofthefe our kingdoms; and to give us a true and faithful account
^

thereof, from time to time, with their opinions and advice thereupon.

^

To that end know ye. that we. repofmg efpecial truft and confidence

*
"^ y^^^"; '-'b^^fies &C-. have conftituted. &c. (here the whole board i.

^

named) to be a ftandmg council to us for all the affairs which do ormay any way. concern the navigation, commerce and trade, as welldomeftic as foreign, of thele our kmgdoms. (Tangier only excepted)
;
whether immediately held by us. or by any other!, in virtue oT our

^
charters already made or granted, or hereafter to be fo made or

• fhTtu\ ^^ ^"'r'^
^'''^' '^"'"^^ °^ «"«• ^«id council in all

their debates and confultations. it fiiall be lawful for our moft dear
;

brother James duke ofYork, our high admiral, our moft dear coufmFrmce Rupert (and feveral other great perionages therein named) tobe prefem at their debates and relbluf.ons.' &c. Yet. m a few yearstime, all thele fine words came juft to nothing, the commillion being
entirely dropped

;
his luxury, and his fchemes for the advancement ofpopery and lawlels power, not permitting him to be long at fo much an-nual expenfe or (o good a purpole. This commillion was faid to havebeen principally promoted by the chancellor Shafteibury

.Jrf ""IT't"^
^'"'"'''^ (or rather Colbert) obferving, that all the moft

confiderab le European nations trading to Eall-India faw it extremely
needful to have a (cttlement near the louth end of Africa, for the con-vemency of their ftiips in thole voyage., now made a lettlement on the
ille then called Malcaregn is. which they have fince named Bourbonwhich IS about 370 miles eaft of the great illand of Madagalcar and

v.Z-h'^° ^'^T 'n ^^^Tl'"'"'- '^^"^ '^'^'' ""P^ "^^'^t v?ith p'roper
refrelhments, the ifland being well watered, and abounding in many,

• This claufe refers to the Engh-fh incorpotated companies. ^.
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forts of trees, plants, and fruits, with homed cattle, hogs, and goats,
(brought originally thither from Europe by the Portuguefe) alfo with
wild fowl, turtles, &c. and of late years yielding coffee, and fundry
other improvements *.

Voltaire (though in many things not abfolutely to bff relied on, yet
in thefe matters may be better liltened to) obl'erves, in his ylge of Louis
KIV, how greatly he had improved, fortified, and adorned France :

• It
was (lays he) wonderful to behold the fea-ports, which before were
deferted and in ruins, now furrounded by works, at once both their
ornament and defence, covered alfo with fhips and mariners, and con-
taining already near 60 large fhips of war. New colonies, under the
protecftion of his flag, were fent from all parts into America, Eafl-In-
dia, and Africa : a wonderful change this in fix year's time. More-
over, every year of Colbert's miniftry, from 1663 to this year 1672,
was diftinguifhed bytheeftablifhment of fome new manufacture, fuch
as fine woollen cloth, filk, and glaflfes (with which, till this time, Ve-
nice had fupplied all Europe). He .-vlfo procured from England the fe-
cret of the ftocking-frame, of Eiiglifh invention, by which flockings
are made ten times quicker than by the knitting needles j the manu-
fadhires of carpets alfo, and of fine tapeOries, were introduced ; alfo
wrought-iron ware, (leel, fine earthen ware, Morocco leather,' &c.
While fuch vafl improvements were making at home, Louis in this

fummer kept his court at Utrecht, and his troops were making excur-
fions within one league of Amfterdam itfelf Thus was the greatefl
mercantile ftate that ever exifted upon the very brink of utter deflruc-
tion. A moment's diligence would have put that king in pofTefTion of
Amflerdam. The richefl families, and thofe who were mofl defirous
of liberty, prepared to embark for Batavia, and fly even to the extre-
mities of the world. The fhips capable to make this voyage were
iiumbered, and it was found that 50,000 families migJit be embark-
ed. The Dutch Would no longer have exifted but in the mofl: diftant

part of the Eafl-Indies : and thefe European provinces, which fubfift

only by their Afian riches, their commerce, and (if a Frenchman may
fay fo) by their liberty, would on a fudden have been ruined and de-
populated. Amfterdam, the warehoufe and magazine of Europe,
wherein commerce and the arts are cultivated by 300,000 people,
v^rould have prel't itly become only one vafl lake ; and the adjacent
lands, which requ're an immenfe expcnfe 10 raife and maintain their
bsnks, would probably at once have wanted both the fupport of men
attd money, and, would at length have been overwhelmed by the fea,

leaving Louis XIV only the wretched glory of having deflroyed one

• The firft fcttlement of the French at Bourbon is Jated' iii" 1655, anj the more tffiftual cue in

*67i, by Vifcouut De Vaiuc, in \ih Hiftory of Mauritiiis, publifhed in i8;i. M.
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• Jj^A ? ™°^ extraordinary monuments of human induftry.Four deputies came to the kmg's camp to implore his clemency for a

. Sfeen'l. Tl,T°r ^'
r'^^""" ^^^ ^I'^^ght herftlf the arbitratorbetween kmgs. Thofe fuppliants were received with haughtinefs andeven wuh mfults and raiUery. by Louvois the minifter. and were madeo return feveral times At length the king ordered his determim!

tion to be declared to them. viz. ift. the ftates to deliver up a 1 they
polTefled on the other fide the Rhine, with Nimeguen. and feveralother towns and forts in the heart of their territories : 'adly. to payhe kmg_ 20 millions

:
3dly that France for the future (hould be Zilter of all the great roads of Holland, both by land and water vS-

• wheLTI '"r '°"li ''"t'' ^' ^'^ ^^^^^^^^ -ligionLuTd b 'ev J.
« I.Pa"* ''J'^^^'

'^'*' '^*= '^P"^"'*' ^°"ld annually fend an am-baflador extraordinary to the French courp with a gold iedal. wheJJ-

• t"es^?fou^XTrthr ^^^/r^^™-?^
that th'ey held thek'lSer-

ties ot Louis XIV : 6thly. and finally, that they fhould alio make fa-isfadion to the king of England and the princi of the empSe pa?-
•

mie"^tl'4':Lted "^^ """""' '^ "'°" "'^'^^^ ^'^'''^^'^

* Thefe conditions • (continues Voltaire) ' which approached fo neartoflavery. appeared intolerable
; and the rigour ofX co- queror infpired the vanquiflied with a defperate courage. They dctermTntH •

therefor, to die in defence of thdr l-berty. Their hea«rrndhoSwere all turned upon the prince of Orangefand their fury'agahftXgrand penfionary John de Witt and his brother Cornelius bo h ofwhom were maflacred by the mob at the Hagu,. They mmed ate?ycut the dikes which kept out the fea. whereupon the country hmSwhich are innumerable round Amtterdam. alfo^he villages and nXh-bouring towns, fuch as Leyden. Delft. &c. wc.^e overwhelmtdTand
yet the country people did not repine at feeing their herds of cattledrowned in the fields. Amfterdam itfelf appeared like a v^ for efsm the niidft of the fea. furrounded with (hTp7of war. which now Jaddepth of water fufficient to make them be ftationed round the citywhere frefh water was now fold at fix ftivers per pint. What will be

XlT^^^'f f ^y P°^^"^y ^^' '^'' "°"^"d. ^hilft til over!whehned on the land, was yet formidable on the ocean under DeRuyter, who, with 1 00 ihips of war and 56 are-(hips. guv.; battl' tohe united fleets of England and France at Solebay. a^d Iftemard,brought their Eaft-India fleet fafe into the Texel; dleJ^by dXdTnt
on the o her. In brief, the emperor Leopold, the ereat eledor nf
Brandenburg. Frederick WiUiam. the govLno'r of the Spaui Ne-therlands, all flew to the afliftance of the Dutch ; and as no moi^conquefts could be n^de in a country overwhelmed whh wata . LoZ
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' found it beft to return home, and leave his army, which being weak-
* cned by its own fuccefs in garrilbning the numerous conquered towns,
* was obliged to retreat ; and the prince of Orange, uow ftadtholder,
* was by the above fuccorrs enabled quickly to recover all that Louis
* had conquered. In the midft of thofc diforders and devaftations,'

(fays Voltaire) ' the magiftrates ofAmfterdam (to their etenial honour)
^ manifefted virtues which are feldom feen but in a republic. For as
' thofe people who were pofll-fled of bank-notes * ran in crowds to the
' bank, where it was to be apprehended they would lay violent hands
* on the public treafure, every one being eager to get his money out
* of the little which they fuppofed ftill to remain there, the magiftrates
* opened the places where the treafure was depofited, and it was found
* entire, juft as it had been firft depofited fixty years before ; and the
* filver was even ftill black from the effeds of the fire by which the old
* ftadthoufe had been confumed long before. The bank-notes,* (credit)
' till now had been conftantly negotiated, and this treafure never touch-
* ed, till now, that thofc who infifted on having their money were paid
* out of it. Such diftinguiftied good taith, and Inch preat refources, were
' then fo much the more admirable, as Charles II king of England, to
' defray the expenfe of his pleafures and of this war againft the Hol-
* landers, had juft at that time become a bankrupt to his fubjedJs ; and
* it was as diflionomable in this king thus to violate the public faith,

' as it was glorious in tlie magift:rates of Amfterdam to preierve it at a
' time when a failure might have appeared pardonable f

.'

This account of Holland's condition is fo finely told by Voltaire, that,

though fomewhat prolix, it cannot, we imagine, fail to be entertaming
to every curious reader who has not read his work.

Spain having aflifted the Dutch in this war with France, as their own
Netherlands muft inevitably have been loft had tl>e Dutch been ruined,

Louis made that a pretence to feizc on the Franche Compte of Burgun-
dy, :ind on many places in the Spanifli Netherlands ; and although by
the fucceeding peace of Ninleguen fome of the Netherland towns were
reftored to Spain, France neverthelels has retained the county of Bur-
gundy to this day.

We have feen the three former Englifti African companies ruined

by war» mifcondud, and ftruggles with the interlopers. In this year

the fourth and latt exclnfivc company was erected, after the third com-
pany had furrcndered their charter, for the above reafons. To this

• He meani bank crwiit

—

eompies en iumqiie. A- vam ogiinft the Remans. Though, like thore

f Tliii 'loble ill iiggle of free niercliants againll anticnt heiott, Louis wan almoft dcilitd by the
haughty ronqutrorsiecalU to the mind of the read- adulation of bafc flattcrci'», tlic evi'iit wps move
ci tl;e noble Hands made by Tyre againil Nrbu- favourable to iIk: citizens of AmOirdam than to

si.atuiciezar and Alesaiiiier, and bj the Cartbagi- thair predeceilors, the«x:rdiants of autiquity. M.
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fouuh company the king and the duke of York fubfcribed as wHi »cmany perfons of rank and (juality ; and the whole cSl of T , 7was completed in nine monJhs. In this new fub 'criSn rhl { '
'"^

pany was allowed L34.000 for their ZTfoTZ^C^^^^
S.erra I.eone and James-fort in the river Can bi; The ^„ew^^^^^^^^foon improved their trude and increafed theirfort and wS'^,^
aZM'.TT'''.^*^''^"^"^'^^*^^^"^ to Holland to make uT Ltaflbrtmeuts of goods, they now introduced into England the makin ! Kfundry kind« of woollen goods. &c. not formerlyVi^wr thev *!?
imported quantifies of gold, out of which 50,000 g^^ea; * were fi ftcoined m one vpnr /'tA-.-»a t*! m- •

j^'"^"^^ guiucas were nrlt

they were always bed i'erved with flav« when the trade w«Tt,en*,'n.S

OuMm, a Ma .] is commonly called, effertually debarring \, IL Tother pretended exclulive companies not authSt? Zlil'f ,?','

WateTarrs"'',:^^ h'™^"^
">!, -"P-^ «'«

<
.eStfd i^ the

frr.rnr;r'oTS. "^r/rer^LtTwiihfh "°f

'™"
-""r-

gra'deuJ'rfl;.'*"'
" ™""' '"' °" '"^^'^ " "W l«.!e fur'^fe to

Copper halfpence and farthings were coined this Tear hv IC:„.Cha.-1« havng on one fide C<uo& a Car.h. and on he reverfe^Brt„*

And tins coinage now effedually fup.reiTed the^privatl J^cd

to^t^I'^f^^^'^-^^ "^ ^50,000 men. invaded Polandook the Ihong fortrefs of Cammiec. and allb brought the Poles fo lo

w

from Foxgland, which wa. recovered next year by fupprifing the Dutch.

• So „»ri f,„ a. =.u.tT, .hid. ,™l.„d .h, 8,« »h,.,.f ,h,, ».„ „d,. ^.
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f^arrifon at a "^lace where only two perfons abreaft could climb up the

rock. Three rich Dutch India (hips were taken with the ifland. The
narrow pafs was aftenvards ftrongly fortified ; and as the reft of the

ifland is entirely a fteep rock, the Englifh colony, faid to confift of

about 200 families, live in perfed^ fecurity.

1673.—The whole bufinefs of the colony of St. Helena is to fupply

frefli provifions and water for our homeward-bound Eaft-India (hips,

in return for which the planters are fupplied out of the company's

-warehoufcs there with brandy, wine, arrack, beer, malt, fugar, tea, &c.

alfo with clothing from England and India ; fo that this otherwife bar-

ren and rocky fpot is, by its happy fituation, of Angular benefit to our

(hipping, and to thofe alfo of other nations in amity with us. The Por-

tuguefe difcovered it in the year 1501, when it was quite uninhabited,

They ftocked it with hogs, poultry, &c. and alfo with lemons, oranges,

figs, &c. which throve very much, and rendered it an ufeful refrefhing

place, where they often left their fick men till their next return : but

that nation poflefling fo many ports afiierwards along the fouth-eaft coaft

of Africa^ fuch as Sofela, Membaza, Melinda, Magadoxa, Mofambique,

&c. for refrefliing their fhips on their Eaft-India voyages, they aban-

doned St, Helena, which lay long after defolate, until the Dutch fettled

it for the like conveniency : but finding the Cape of Good Hopeon
ftill more convenient, they alfo abandoned St. Helena about the year

1651 ; whereupon our Eaft-India company fettled on it; and it now
abounds with cattle, poultry, greens, fruits, &c. there being fome good

fpots here and there between the rocks, affording herbage, pafture, &c.

By King Charles's charter, in the year 1661, the ifland was confirmed to

the Eaft-India company ; but the Dutch having feized on it in 1665, it

was retaken in 1672, as we have juft feen. The Dutch mattered it

again: and the king's ftiips having now finally recovered it (1673), it

became vefted in the crown ; wherefor, in the fame year, the king by
his charter regranted it to the Eaft-India company forever, as abfolute

lords-proprietors of it, with all royal mines, &c. ; in whofe pofl!efllon it

remains to this day.

In the fummer of the year 1 673 there were in two months fpace

-three fevcral and terrible fea-fights between the fleets of England and

Holland, though not lb bloody as that in the preceding year. In the

hift of them, under Prince Rupert, the French ^'"I'ladron are faid to have

flood neuttT all the later part of fhe day. The Englifli and French joint

fleet confifted of no fliips ; the Dutch of 100, under De Ruyter and

Van Tromp, Both fides claimed the vidlory in all the three engage-

ments, and both Englifli and Dutch by their gallant condudl merited it.

In February [N. S.] this year, the earl of Shafteflsury, chancellor, in a

fpeech in the lioufe of peers, inveighed with much acrimony againft the

Dutch, whom he called ' Enirland's conftant foes, both by intereft and
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;

jnclinatlon ;' wherefor he concluded with the elder CatdS words ' deUndaeji Carthago: 1. e. the Dutch muft be extirpated
'

During this ihort but hot war the EnpiiHi F-ift t»^:„ «
obliged to raife no fewer than fix thoufandS for theSuritTTS

^^'

bay againft the attempts of the Dutch
"'"^ °^ ^''"'-

At this time the manufadured commodities of India annually im

"n "riir^r "^
'•""r ^^ '"''- "kich fo™ riydid not :?:ten exceed 1^40,000, was ereatlv inrrpQfpri 'v\.^c^ 1 • .

nued without i„.er™iffio„,L rlLrf^'etdJ' ^.o^Ta&^Xlegiflature found it necefl'ary to enad i tnt-.! nn, k? 1
'

, l •

of tl,e wear of a,l fuel, in JglanrmuSiron /Ltp^^^''^
''"'"""°"

fot^t^t5:irof?.;'ir:i.fr^:: r/Lfe!-"^^^ '^ °t"and they adually took {be important f:rorW„''^.SrT« Tt\ot tateen large (hips from Batavia with land force" a^rivin^ f^^v f
iiueVS 'suSHnTt^t .{?e"trttT oTI^^ "^^^^^^^^

a^^t'^foSt»\nr,ifB^^^^^^^^ "S ;t:
returned home'to Fonce. S 'then waVirfn""' " ""«'! "^'P "^^
.7* century for d.a„rhi„g th'^ot— oV^^h^lSS-Sfo'.^
1674.—The French, after being driven from Sr Th«,,.oc .• j •

U.e Dutch i„,„e >.an6'ftfyrr:d to Src'eT/^h'e '^-e ^^

ml^bitants, chriftians, I^oors. an7Sr ^« -"^-^ i^o.oco

u.cr afingTowt or^W ^"^'^ ^^ ^"^'^^^ ^ ^--"^ of the

4d Kin/St .1^
dangerous to us and to all Europe, obli-ocu iving L^iurJes, in the beginninir of the vf-ir i/^.,. . *

•

terms of T)eace. bv th^ n-^^'-'^-r^ <-----• ••^''^^'^' '"^ ^-°'"^ '"^«
' ~- *--v.,-.*v« Oa ^i;;uji, wun tne iiates of Holland

4C2
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on much the^fame footing as in that of Breda in the year 1 6(57 ; with
this advantage, however, on his fide, that by the JC^h article the flates

agreed to pay our king 800,000 patacoons (being near L200,ooo fter-

Jing) towards the expenfe of tliis war ; which money came very feafon-
ably to him, who had laviflied away in a ihameful manner the greateft
part of the money given by parhament for the war.
By tlie fourth article it was ftipulated, that all Dutch fliips, whether

fhips of war or others, whether in fquadrons or fingle (hips, which fhall

happen to meet any fhips or veflels whatfoever belonging to the king
of Great Britain, whether one or more, carrying that king's flag called
the jack, in any of the feas from Cape Finifterre to the middle point of
the land Van Staten in Norway, {hall ftrike their topfail, and take down
their flag, in the fame manner, and with the like teftimony of refped,
as has been ufually paid at imy time or place heretofore by the Dutch
Ihips to thole of the king or his anceftors,

V) And wliereas the agreement of the year 1667, for the furrender
of the colony ef Surinam by King Charles's governor thereof to the
ftates-general, has occafioned many quarrels and difputes, and has con-
tributed greatly to the mifunderflianding lately arifen between the king
and the flates, the ftates-general now ftipulate that thole articles fliall be
fully executed ; and that the king mayifend comraiflioners to examine
the condition of h's fubjeds remaining there ; and may fend thither
two or three fliips to bring away. his fubjeds, with their effeds and
flaves ; and till then that they be treated equitably in tlie fale of their

lands, payment of debts, and barter of goods.

VI) ' All lands, iflands, towns, forts, &c. taken on both fides fince
' the commencement of this war, fliall be reftored by either party in
* the iame condition they then were.

IX) ' Within three months after the proclamation of this treaty the
* ftates-general agree to fend to London a number of commiflioners
' equal to thofe of the king, to treat of the freedom of navigation and
* commerce, more efpecially in the Eaft-Indies ; and in cafe they fliall

* not agree within three months, then the difputes fliall be referred to
' the arbitration of the queen-regent of Spain.'

Done at Weftminfter, 9th of February [N. S.] 1674.
Another marine treaty was concluded on the ift of December 1674:

and,

By an explanatory declaration of both the marine treaties above-
named, and by another, figned by Sir William Temple on one fide, at

the Hague, and by the ftates-deputies on the other, on the 30th of De-
cember 1675, it is declared, ' that the true meaning and intention of
* the laid articles is, and ought to be, that fliips and velTels belonging to
' the fubjeds of either of the parties can and might, from the time that
' the faid articles were concluded, not only pafs, traffic, and trade, from
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« fr^T \^ ''' P^''*?^ '° ^ P^"^'^ '"^ ^"""^''y ^^"1^ the other party, or
^

trom a place m enmity to a neutral place ; but alfo from a port orplace m enmity to a port or place in enmity with the other partywl.ether the faid places belong to one and the fame prince or ftaL or'to fcveral princes and ftates, with whom the other party is in war

' be ^Hfit k''^'''; 7'^^.^ ^° P^°"^^^^ ^hat the faid declaration IhaUbe ratified by his faid majefty and by the faid ftates-general *.

lows' vf ' n .T' rt'^'r -^
"^^ ^^'^Soing treaty of peace is as fol-

' SirTu'nieS ' f ?' f^icl parties fiiall give leave, nSr confent, thattheir fuDjeds or inhabitants fhall give any aid. favour, or counfel di-redly or indired y, by land or fea. nor fhall furnifh, Aor permi heifubjeds or inhabitants to fumilh. any Ihips. foldiers feanfen 4ualsmoney in Irumems of war. &c. to the enemies of either party '

1 he old ill-judged affair of prohiuiting new buildmgs in London wasonce ^re revived an order of council being publhhed for profecuthi<^
all fuch as had ereded houfes on new foundations in the fuburbs andvicinity of London

: by which, all that was probably intended was to

So^rr
"'"'^'^ ^"'° '^'' impoverilhed and bankrupt exchequer

crreat f^ft'''' T ^"'^"^f
^^ ^'''^ H«"^«d at this dme, that after agreat hoft m this year 1674, when the waters were open there failedout of the harbour of Rotterdam 300 fail of Englilh, Scotdfii aTd Iriflfft.^s. all at once, with an eafterly wind. [kI 0/ KeoC'^sMel:^^^^

The Dutch Weft-India company's exclufive grant now expiring the-ftates-general renewed the fame, exclufive of all other DutJhnhabt

name oV;^'
'' ^^"'^ '1!^^^^ Weft-Indies, any otherwife han inlh;name ot that company, whofe limits were defined to be from the tropic

witWn"thore\
'
h"'" ^'Tt °^ ^' ^'^''''^ ^-^"di"S -" the iS^

rnift? P ri^^^f
'"'' ^°'^°" °^ "ear the African and Americancoafts Provided however, that if the Eaft-India company flTa 11 oc-cupy the iflands fituated within thofe limits between AfdcT and Ame

ti?'F ;T j^'"'"^'^" foiuhward. before this company iM fo do th^n^he Laft.India company fhall have an exclufive pafent^for thofe iflands^

And it feems. the Dutch Weft-India company do to this day grant li-cences to private adventurers to trade within thofe limits from whichemoluments they are partly enabled to make a fmall di'viden" to the

pli;ySth"".tft^.fj;':!:;'::^
toprotea^he. fVo„, our cn.;^.. The ButiO.

.1.. year, .757.8^^. which thof Duth'^ hTps I'c c au ^ralll": 'f'"^'°'^y
d-.'""-''"". which u-

mtcuUed to convey faf« to and from Fra7c, aud
" '' "'''"" "* ^-
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1675—The EngliHi houfe of commons being much out of humour
with the condud of their kini; and his minifters, ading fo much in
favour of France, and fo diametrically oppofite to England's true in-
terefls, and obferving the immenfe confumption of French wares of all

kinds in England, and, on the other hand, how Uttle of Englifh mer-
chandize was taken off by France, now ardently purfuing the improve-
ment of her own woollen, filk, and linen, manufadures, that houfe en-
tered into an examination of the general balance of trade between Eng-
land and France, and found that England was annually, for fome time
part, lofing above one million fterling by her trade with France.
Imported into England from France, annually,

a"bout - . . . Li,500,000 o o
Exported from England to France, annually,

about - - _ _ 170,000 o o

Annual balance againft England - Li,330,000 o o
Befide about L6oo,ooo value of French wines, nlks, embroideries, and
other fripperies, annually run in or fmuggled upon us :

' ib that all our
' grave laws againft fending money in fpecie out of England, when the
' balance of trade is againft us, is but hedging in the cuckow.' CofFee-
houfes in London were at this time much frequented by perfons of
rank and fubftarce, who, fuitable to our native genius, ufed very much
freedom therein, with refped to the court's proceedings in thefe and
the like points, fo contrary to the voice of the people. Whereupon
the king ifTued a proclamation in this fame year, ' for fupprefling all
' cofFeehoufes in London,' (which alfo was like hedging in the cuckow)
* as being places where the difafFeded met, and fpread fcandalous re-
' ports concerning the condud of his majefty and his minifters.' But
the dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, having hereupon remonftrated
10 the court, that the faid proclamation would greatly leflen his ma-
jefty's revenue, tire king, a few days after, iffued another proclamation
for fufpending the former.

The navigation laws being fometimes violated. King Charles now
iflued a proclamation for prohibiting the importation into his American
plantations of any European merchandize but what fhould be laden in
Englmd, and for putting other branches of thofe adi into fljrid execu-
tion relating to America.

In September, a fudden fire having burnt down the greateft part of
the town of Northampton, it was,, by an ad of parliament of the 27th
year of King Charles II, direded to be rebuilt, and was accordingly fo<

done, in a more beautiful and commodious manner than it had former-
ly been, as appears by the only public ad of this year, 1675,
About 1 200 people, including flaves, who had left Surinam in confe-

quencc of the fifth article of the peace with Holland, were carried to>
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iSbe'th.''^''''
'^'^ ^^^ ^"''^' '^'^'^ ^^ '^'"^ ^« '^^ P^"(h of St.

I' is faid that the Dutch, after obtaining pofleffion of Surinam rendered it much more healthy than formerly,^y clearing the woTds anddrainmg the marfhes. From the mouth of the river SurinanT fituatedn fix degrees north latitude, plantations, extending above Roomies
F^.nl"'''''^''' ""r'"'"'"^

^y "^°^^ 800 families, many of whom areFrench proteftant refugees. Befides the capital, iow called SnZ.^they have New-Zealand. New-Middelburg. Ld ^ther towns The pr^'duce IS fugar,n great quantities, coffee, efteemed fuperTor to thafofMartmico and Jamaica, gums, dying woods, cotton Rineer flay Snctobacco, &c. Surinam, which is the only colony pcfcffedb; the T^^Smi the continent of America, is faid to be thejK p^^^^^^^^^^Weft-India company, the city of Amfterdam. and^he loK SomeirdykIn this fame year a commercial treaty was concluded at ASople
tl

^'^>^"/"^^h, between King Charles and the fultan Mfhomet fv
7onntlf ^"T"

''''''''' ^^°"^^^--" E'-^beth's time downwarweTeconfirmed, and certain new capitulations were fnn^ro^^o^
'^ju. were

freedom for all EngUfh iubjeas t'o refid^.Td trXo' T-k^f•

"
have confuls of their own appointing in the fea-ports ; to eniov afl 'th«privileges and immunities which either the French or the vL./-or any chriftian nation, enjoyed, and to pay no hTghW duttTCSdo

; that the Dutch merchants of Holland 7.%^r.A v-r 1 j ^
Oelderland. trading to Turkey. ftSl a'I:a;fc;m:t"L'^^^^^^^^^^
lours of England, and (hall pay the dues to the Enelifh amSl 7

cW ' ^S
'" 'T "^-r/'^h^ Englifh mercSs doTand^^h^^^^^^^^^^chants of Spain. Portugal. Ancona, Florence, (hall alfo come unde the'flag of England, and pay the fame dues as the Dutch. The EnJi^merchants, and all others who are now to come under th.Li^c

England, may. with all poffible fecurity trar feH anHKn ^,"?
''^

of merchandize, not prohibited, not o^ in Ti^k^^^^^^^^^
hkewife trade to Mufcovy by fea or land, and mayLng their me/

^.7k^.^"^"''!!
""^ '^^ Fotecftion of the flag had occafioned much con^ft between the ambalT:.dors of England InH thole of Fra^e at ?he"

^--
•

iiici- "tv m tliia iicuty 07 arci-



576 A. D. 1675.

cles in all, to which, after Sir John Finch's arrival, were added the fol-

lowing explanations, viz.

I) What duty the Englifti fhips paid for their merchandize coming
to Scanderoon, and afterwards to Aleppo.

II) For all merchandize which the Englifli merchants (hall import or
export, they fhall pay only 3 per cent ; and woollen cloths ft-om Lon-
don {hall pay 144 afpers per piece, whether fine or coarfe, of the ma-
nufadlure of Ei:»gland ; (80 afpers being worth a Spaniih piece of eight).

But the woollen cloths of Holland, &c. which are not of the manufac-
ture of England, ftiuU hereafter pay the duties as formerly have beea
cuftomary, &c.

Ill, IV, V, VI, and VII, contain anly certain regulations concern-
ing caufes to be tried relating to the Englifli, and the anchorage duty
on our fhips arriving at Conftantinople, Scanderoon, Smyrna, Cyprus,
&c. and other matters relating to duties and debts.

VIII) Two flijp loads of figs and currants are annually allowed to be
exported from Smyrna, Salonichi, &c. for the ufe of the king of Great
Britain's kitchen, provided there be no fcarcity of thofe fruits, paying
only 3 per cent cuftom for the fame. And the ninth article is only a
very ambiguous and vague ftipulation concerning the duty on all filk.

which the Englifti buy at Smyrna. [General colUdion of ireaiies, V. ill,,

p. 282.}

The anonymous author of a fpirited treatife, entitled Britannia lan-

guens, (8vo, 1680) written chiefly with a view to evince that the com-
merce of England had been for fome years in a conftimptive way *,

exhibits an account of all the gold and lilver coined in England from
the ift of Odober 1599 to November in this year 1675, being 76,

years, which he has divided, into four periods ; ftiewing how our coin-

age increafed in the three fii ft periods, proportionably to the increafe

of our trade and navigation, and how much the coinage had decreafed

in the fourth period, taken, he lays, from a printed account of the laid

year 1675, viz.

I ft poriod, \^'-^ years from Odober 1599 to March 1619, coined hi

gold and filver, - - - L4,779,3i4 13 4
2d period, 19 yeais from Match 1G19 to March

1638, _ _ . _ _ 6,900,042 II I

3dperiod, i9yearsfromMarch 1638 toMay 1657, 7,733,521 13 4^
4th period, 1 85- years from May 1657 to Novem-

ber 1675, - - - 2,238,99716 o\

(About one million of which laft ftim was harp

and crofs money, and broad gold, &c. recoined.) _—
In 76 years, total coined in England is - L2 1,65 1,876 13 10

• Doflor D'Avenant, and feveral other writers, fix on thi't very year 1680, as the time when Eng-

land was in the xctiith of commercial profperity. A.
3



wwere decayed and oT^rbalanced in our foreien trade T^lttlcmn was cNporced to make good that balance This nnfir!^ • ! ?""

m the chreefirft periods England poflefTed. almoft alone all th^ trideof the woollen drapery with the north and weft parts of Eurooe unHIbetween the third and fcurih periods, that the Du?ch g^Ld Zch of kfrom us, and that towards the elofe of the fourth pS We -Sfnpufhed mto n. yet it furely by no means follows, that SaSe we did

S bv1^r^/A
has however, been already noted, under thHear1004» by Dr. D'Avenant^s account, that we were "reatlv inf/rc ; .u

general balance for the year 1663, 00 much Tnot whnTJf •"
'^^

our immenfe importations from FrancT yet Lon Thk& ""^"^ '°

• i°aLrv V z'^„f h™° ""^I""?™' ft««. were igiorant of ourS
• S-^' J ''^^°'' "^J"'' «"^- which we had learned from thi
' ntT^'u''"^' ""' •'^ Alva's perfecution, and we fuppUed he
• ,^^f 7'^^ "." 5""^'^"'=' "' '^'""h "'f"' though moftTS th ch

"

parts. We had alfo h)rmerly the fole trade to Denmark NorwavSweden, Livonia. Poland, and Pruflia bv o.,r SlV j ""'"y-

;
formerly very flourilhing, and callS rhe'ro^ company -ou'rTxE

: Si^^ttvr^^ ~ol'o™i!
iPi^p^irdrhtiS-h'^s^^^^^^^^^^^^^

yearly m fluffs and druggets. Formerly,' continues our author, '

vve

• I have not met with this appellation anywhere elfe. A.
f In our Jay, ,hcy are far iVom being mblun at it. ^1.

Vol. II. 4D



578 A. D. 1675.

• liad the fole trade to Portugal, but now the French and Dutch are our
' competitors, as they are alfo to Italy, where we formerly lupplied all.

' The Venetians alfo fupply and vend much cloth there. We kept the
' monopoly of the woollen manufadure to moft parts of the trading
• world during all the reign of King James I, and the greateft part of
' that of King Charles I. This was our principal jewel : and as, at the
' fame time our imports were lefs than of late, no wonder our coin-
• age was fo great.'

Thus we receive not a little light into the hiftory cf our woollen ma-
nufadure from this able author, whofe work, though written with fome
fceming exaggeration here and there, is ftill worth perulul even at this

day *.

The Dutch Eaft-Tndia company at this time got the town of St. Tho-
mas on the Coromandel coafl into their handj by alfifting the king of
Golconda to recover it from the French, to whom he had given it fome
years before, the French having then taken it from the Portuguefe.

This year the Englifli parliament granted L300,ooo for building
twenty large fliips of war, viz. one firft rate Ihip of 1400 tons, eight fe-

cond rate fhips of each 1100 tons, and eleven third rates of each 700
tons. Such as know the ftate of the navy in our days know, that fhips

of the above rates are feveral hundred tons larger than thefe were : and
alfo that they could not be now built for conliderably more than the
above fum. At the fame time the parliament refolved for the future
to apply the tonnage and poundage duty abfolutely for the benefit of
the navy, which was no fmall mortification tJ the king, who was far-

ther difpleafed at their refufing him money for taking off the anticipa-

tions on his own proper revenues, and it was on that occafion openly
obferved, that the parliament, or the public, was nowife obliged to pay
the king's private debts, fince that would prove a very dangerous pre-

cedent hereafter. This was a wife and gallant ftep towards our prefent

moll happy parliamentary conftitution, when every fum granted by
parliament is appropriated fpecifically, or elfe in certain extraordinary

cafes, is granted upon account, 1. e. to be accounted tor by the crown
officers in the fucceeding feflion of parliament.

1676.— It was in or about the year 1676, that the printing of calicoes

was firll: fet on foot in London : as was alfo brought into ufe from
Holland to London, the weaver's loom-engine, then called tlie Dutch
loom-engine. 'I'hus all nations mutually gain the benefit from each

other of new inventions and improvements, none of which can, for any
length of time, be abfolutely engrolfcd by any particular irft dif-

coverer.

In a manufcript account of Newfoimdland, in the author's poflcfTion,

* A jiu'icious and candid reader will eafily cxcufe the rcpetitiDn, which wc cannot avoid, of fome

p.iiiti in fuch fabjcCts as thcfc, lomlng from different authoii. A.
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written in the year 1677. ^ve find, that in the preceding year 1676Che e went thither from England ,02 fhips for the cod^ery th7rc

"len, in all 91 80 men. Their convoy was two fliins of war Anrl th^
total value of the fi(h and oil. they made there in'^ha yea

'

wt co

m

pu ed at L386 400. How great a nurfery then is this fifher'y fo En^'hflifailors. and how beneficial for the employment of fl^i^-buil^nl;

In^r.
^'^°^'' '^^^' ^j^g.Charles granted his fourth charter to the EafV-Ind a company, confirming all his former ones, notwithftanding anynafufer nonufer. or abufer. whatfoever of their former rights Sties

tn\j ^'^\-"«^P'^ny. or their lervants. What induced die companv

LfracctntTthe"" ' ^"" IT "' ''''''' '-^^^-^ them 7th^«me, on account of their many exclufiv.: >riv leges; and their enemi«

r;. bec^ufc'fa^d'r ^'r "P^"''^'^^'
''r

^he'charte. we:;:au^ ;void becaule, faid they, the crown could not legally grant exclufivpprmleges and powers, without the concurrence of pLSntTl^iswas boldly faid or tnofe times, previous to the ever-Lnou ad of thefirft year ofWilham and Mary, called the declaration of right Thecompany's enemies, alfo alleged. '- that their bor.d debts amo^^nted toL600.000
;
and as they feldom had much above that fum m value atany one time, both in their fhdories in India and upon the feas they

• orScirfr''
''"'' ^'^^

V^''^'
^^'^^^^'^ -"^ their'creduors mon ;^at which the company made 40 per cent, whilft they allowed thei^bond creditors but fix per cent.' So that. Ihould their fador es andgoods be deftroyed by war, &c. how could they fecure and ma main the

r.n^r,^ m'
'"'"'"(^ '° '^^"^'^ '^'^ ^'™*=

'
for- whereas their wholecap tal was, till now, only L369.891 : 5 ; every fl,are of L50 was nowmade Lioo, whereby their new capital was made up to L7.9 782 • oA great part ot the wealthy and extenfive burgh of Southl ark wasdeftroyed this year by a fudden fire, the houffs having hen brenmofty built of timber, lath, and plader. 1 he legiflature thereupon a p^pointed commiffioners, by an ad [29 C.r. 11, ..4] for rebuMnK ?iieame which was done all of brick walls, in ^ ^Jrl i.A.,C^T^^^and beautiful, manner, than before, as it ftiU appears at this daySLondon bridge to St. Margaret's hill, and beyond it.

^'

In this year Sir William Petty wrote his treatii'e of Political arith-

• This objcaioD hold, equally true againft aU traders, whether on a great or a fa,aU fcale ^.

4 D 2
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metic. PerUaps all his computations and inferences are not quite no-
cxceptiopHble, yet, as be was well verfcd in the theory of commerce, we
may (afely avail ourfclves of fonae of his ufeful remarks on its increafe

in England, from the year 1636, to the year 1676, viz.

That in that fpace the taxes and public levies in our three kingdoms
have been much greater than at any time before, and yet the faid king-
doms have gradually increafed in wealth and ftrength.

1. With reiped to houfing, the ftreets of London fhew it to be double
th J value of what it was 40 years before. And they have alfo increafed
therein at Newcaftle, Yarmouth, Norwich, Exeter, Portfmouth, and
Cowes. In Ireland alfo, at Dublin, Kinglale, Colerain, and London-
derry.

2. With rcfpcft to fhipping, the iiavy is now triple or quadruple otf"

what it was 4.0 years ago, and before the Sovereign was built. The
fhipping of Newcaftle is now about 8c,ooo tons, and could not then be
above a quarter of that quantity ; firft, becaufe London is doubled in
people ; Teeondly, becaufe the ufe of coals is at leaft doubled, they be-
ing heretofore feldom ufed in chambers, as now they are ; nor were
there fo many bricks burnt with them as of laic; nor did the country
on both fides the Thames make ufe of them as now.

Above 40,000 ton of fhipping are employed in the Guinea and Ame-
rican trade, which trade in thofe days was inconfiderable. The quan-
tity of wines imported was not then near fo great as now. And, in
fhort, the cuftoms did not then yield one third of the prefent value.

3. The number and fplendour of coaches, equipages, and houlehold-
furniture, have much increafed fince that period.

4. The portage of letters is increafed from one to twenty *.

5. A:id his majefty's revenue is now tripled.

6. The money coined during the nfurpation, being called in after the
reftoration, was found to be about one feventh part of the whole cafn of
the nation ; and as it amounted to L8oo,ooo, and fome hoarded money
was not brought in at all, the whole cafh of England may be eftimated
at fix millions.

Another attempt was now made to difcover a north-eaft pafiiige. The
duke of York, who was on all occafions a zealous friend to commerce
and navigation, obtained the ufe of a king's fliip, which he, Lord

• Thia furely is exafrgcrated. A.
Sir William Pi.tty [yi. 13, eiL jfiyoj fays, ' the

' very pollage of letters cod the peopU, f>fr/:alis,

' L50,coo per annum, though farmed at much lefs.'

The folloi- ing ealtiilation of the (hipping of

Europe, made by Sir William, [/. 5] ought not

.to he omitted in tills work.

EiiLjland, (perhr;)s he includes Scotland and
J: eland) - • 50C,cooiouf.

The United provinces, . 900,000
France, - - - ioc,oco
Hnuihuvgh, Denmark, Swe-

den, Dantziek, - 250,000
Spiiiu, Portugal, Italy, &c. 250,000

Tutal il'.ippii'S of Euriipe, 2,occ,cc;c tons. M
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^rkley. Sir Jofeph W.lHamfon. Sir John Banks, and oAers, fitted out

cTntin w"^'"¥^;'^^P
bov^htiy them, under the command ofCaptam Wood. The hope of eflfeding a difcovery was revived by newreports and arguments circulated at this time, fome of which hadSor no foundation as. ,ft, whales had been found on the coLft of Coreanear Japan, with Englifti and Dutch harpoons flicking in them • .d20 years before fome Dutchmen had failed within one degree of thenorth pole and found it temperate weather there ; and therefbr WUliamBarents the Dutch navigator, who wintered at Nova Zembia in .06^fhouM have failed farther to the north before turning eaftwa d in whfchcafe faid they he would mn have found fo much obftruaion Vom heice

;
3d. two Dutch fhips had lately failed 300 leagues to the eXardofNova Zembla

;
but their Eaft-India company had ftifled that defi.nas againft their intereft. The veflels doubled the NoXape and cameamoiig much ice and drift-wood, in 76 degrees of latitude. fteerinHothe coaft of Nova Zembla. where the king's fhip ftruck upon the ro?ks

turne7h '^ ^"V P•^"^' '"^ ^^P^^^^*^ W""^. in the Other fhip re!

ticabie an^'tWTS
'" ^^"1? '•

'^'' ^"^^ "^ ^'^'^^ ^^^ ""-«-'y -Prac-ticable and that Nova Zembla is a part of the continent of Greenland.
1 677.—The people and patliament of England, being iufllv alarm^H

C^%K Pr°^'f "^ ''"^^^"^^ ^^"^"^«^ - the ipCih NcthS-.lands, the houfe of commons requefted the king to make alliances in

5,1v'tlT"''
the Spanifh Netherlands, in the^relervation of wMcSthey told him in the beginning of the year 1677, both his and theirmtereftswere highly concerned. They addrefTed him twice a.ain on

FrenchT- ''T"' I
'"''^

a^'^^"^^ ^^ ^^"-^^ engagen^Ints tl'theFrench king for the word of purpofes. (viz. to eftablifli an abfolutepower over his people, and the popilh religion) were too flrong to in!cline him fenoufly to break with him. yet the cries of his peopl madehim, m part, outwardiv comply with thofe repeated addreiTes and ?heparliament now grantea nim L584,ooo for buUdmg 30 H ps of w.r inorder to provide for the nation's fafety. In the mean time vS' heS V^'Vf ^^'t''\'
^;'^ ''"^'^^ ^"'^^ unconcerneriou s (w-hoKnew h.s indolence) took the cities of Valenciennes. Cambray and St

i^T' 'S"!-^
^'^ "^ '•' ^'^ '^r^ ^-^^^yl^nds (vas lerl of,;n"n a i

vkh the Dutch 'a"nd f'T 7^"'"'^ ^° ''T ""° ^^ °»^"'''-- '^ll-'^nceHitn the Dutch, and to declare war agamft France, which he flatly re-

^",^S ?x^-£^:te =rli»--ii' ;::z^^^t
>U.

I
. make n rli-ar n^ifi'n.Y-,. -,\ .l i i ' .,

I he Lite improvements in geography have (hewn
tliat the p«(Tagc between Afia and America is no-
where obllruited by land. But though cvei v part
jf the north coall of Europe and ABa has been

make a c ear pallage .ilong eh. whole coait. andim.yhe Pac.ho ocean. .See Coke's ylccmmt cf the
Rufflmx dlfcovina bcfwfcn Afia w,H Amai,,,'m^
I alias s Alw r.orlhtrn coHe.l'i- ni, M.
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fufcd, and therefor adjourned them till winter, and afterwards till April
1678.

^

In February 1667. (N. S.) King Charles concluded a treaty of com-
merce with France, the fubflunce whereof follows.

Articles I and II) Both nations may reciprocally traffic to all countries
with whom they Hiall refpeclively be at peace ; and .n cafe one of the
contrading parties ihall lie at war with another nation, that (liall not
hinder the other party from trading to that other country with tht liime
merchandize as they mi^ht do ia time of peace, contraband goods ex-
cepted.

III) Contraband mercliandizc are defined to be all implements for
war, and alfo faltpetre, horfes, and their harnefs.

IV) But not only every thing for the fupport and conveniency of
life, but gold and filver, coined or uncoined, are declared not to be con-
traband

; and alfo (which was flill kinder for France) hemp, flax, pitch,
cordage, fails, anchors, mafls, boards, and wood, wrought of all forts of
trees, and that fcrve for building of fliips, or the repair of them, ihall
remain free, in fuch fort, that the fubjeds of France may not only tranf-
port the fame from any neutral place to any other neutral place, or even,
to any place at enmity with the king of Great Britain ;, or from a place
that is .an enemy to a place that is neutral ; or, laftly, from a place be-
longing to the enemies of the faid king to another alfo belonging to
his enemies, whether thofe ports be under the obedience of one prince
or ftate„ or of feveral, with one or all of which the king of Great Britain
may be at wan And the like on the fide of the moft chrillian king

;
excepting, however, towns adually befieged or in^efted.
V) French fliips coining into the ports of Great Britain, and intending

to go thence elfewhcie, (luiU be detained nu longer than to exhibit their
paifports. And if the French flilps be met in open fea by Britifli fliips
oi war, the later, keeping at a Jiftance, nui> fend a boat on board the
French fliips, and put only two or three men on board, to the end that
the niafter or owner may exhibit to them his paflport, after which they
fliull freely proceed on their voyage j and the like for the fubjeds of the
king of Great Britain.

VT) French fliips pafling to a country at enmity with Great Britain,
meeting Wir'u a Britifli fliip of war in their pafla^e ; and, in like man-
ner, tl.. !. ]<i n: Bntifli iuujeds meeting a French fliip of war, when
they arc going to a place at enmity with France, mull not only fliew
their palfports, but alfo their authentic certificates, to the end it may be
known, whether there are any contraband goods therein, &c.

VII) Yet if there fliould be found any fuch therein, coufigned to .in

enemy's port, the fearchers are not to go under deck, nor to open or
break into any chefls, bales, cafl<s, &c. nor to lake any thing out of the
fliip, till flie is brought into port, and a jufl inventory taken, in the pre-

.5
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o'r"b'rterj'''Sfr;^'f '^^^
.^"r^^

^'^' ^'^^ '^' goods be foldor bartereu, u 1 atter a fair trial, and a fentcnce pronounced for cnfifcation
;
m wh.ch confircation the huUof the vefTd. and the Lwfbl merchandize found therein, ftiall not be comprifed.

'"
VIII) French merchandise, found in fhips of the enemies of Hr^nr

fCZr
^''''

\' ^"^'V°
?^^^""^^' ^'^""Sh not contrablni An^onhe contrary, the nnerchandize of the enemies of the king of GiC.t Br^tarn are not to be forfeited, if found in French fhips akhoLh the f»i Imerchandize make up the beft pa, r of the lading of iuc flZ b n ft 11

difuo?ed of"'^'"" f —b-d goods, which.'when takeTare tollailpoled ot as m the preced nc article In lit*, for^ «,:•«. u

tlon though not contraband
J and, on the contrary trmerchmHLlot the enemtes of France (hall net be coitfifcated if fc,,M in RrV^

juii excepted. And. m order to prevent a new war fhnt ....o., u
rom njuring the ful^eds of thii c .own that fn II b a pYac^T^s'agreed, that the fhips of the new enemies, laden with merclnnSize be

en"fh/'
'" '^ T^/hat fl^all be at peace, fhall not beTrfd'ed ff h!"

ZnnfT ^'^r
'^'^ '",^ °^ ^^^ ^^'"^ °f fi" ^eeks after tledecla^^a'uon of the war. between the Soundings and the Naze of Norway tiLmonths between the Sound ngs and Tander • rvv< mnnrJ,! '^'

i ,^
jn the Medtterrane™, and eig?,t monthtTn'ru'tih r" "^^/tl^ev^M'In like fort, trench goods taken in the (hin«! of mIT r.1 ^
Great .iritain fhall nof be confifcated t ndcrTs pre nee butTa^f b

^

reftored to the owners, unlefs they had been pu on board ^L^h 5of the terms above noted. However. contrZnd goods muft not beearned into the enemy's ports
: and. reciprocally, Cif^il^eds foundin fhips of the new enemies of France fhall not he fn-fl L 1

.'

pretence, but fhall b. forthwith refloTed to tt own^ f : i^fs tVon'
bX:l:^;!;r'

°^ ''- -- ^^^- ^i-ified
;
cont.b::;d^n:a;

IX, X) Ships of war fhall do no injury ,0 merchant /T.;nc . ^ u

whl\sr;erri:n,;^::;: :? „>; •jSct:;ts>i?f" '
-"'

.ng rr,.e», a rt-cxa,ni„atiin thereofLib" hclwifrorn;^ 'T"";
Alllj When a fuit IS commenced between rli<- rnnr^rc ^f

t .e reelain,e.,. if fcntence be pronoun^UT/t.Xr ire'^e'dlim™'

an appeal to an hrgher court be made: but -his Ihall njt be Se;igainft the re-claimcrs

(
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XIV, XV) Captors of prizes fliall be feverely puniftiedwho treat the

noafters, &c. of thofe prizes with any kind of cruelty, as fhall thofe alfo

be, who. fljall take comnaiffions from ch« encnaies of eithec king, in or-

der to take prizes from his fobjcilts *.

A new company, under the pompous title of "tbe company of the royal

fi/hery of England-, was incorporated this y«ar. The duke of York, the

earl of Danby, lord treafurer, and many other lords, geiitlemen, and
merchants, were partners. The king beftowed on them in perpetuity

all the privileges enjoyed by any former company, with power to pur-
chafe lands, and a premium, to. be continued for feven years, of L2a
for every dogger or bufs they fhould build and fit out, to be paid out ot

the cuftoms of the port of London. The ftock at firft was Lio>9&o,
to which thare was added L1600. But this fmall capital was exhaufted

in the purchafe and equipment of feven buffes, fome of which, with

their cargoes, were taken by the French : and the company, having run
confiderably in debt, found themfelves obliged to difpofe of their re-

maining bufles and ftores in the year 1680. Yet in the year 1683 Sir

Edward Abney and feveral others joined in a new fubfcription, under
the privileges and immunities of this company's charter. But their at-

tempt alfo came foon after to nothing. It being perfeverance alone that

is ever likely to bring a general fifhery in England to a flate of perfec-

tion, much time and patience will be required, and many loffes and
difappoiatments muft be born with ; which feems not to be the cafe

of all, or any, of our attempts for ellabliftiing a general fiftiery.

There having been many doubts and objedlions flatted about this

time againft the Eaft-India company of England, and particularly a

famous printed anfwer in the year 1676, from a barrifter of theTemple^
to a country gentleman's fuppofed letter to him on this fubje<5it, difPaad-

ing him from longer trufting his children's fortunes in Eaft-lndia bt.»nds

;

becaufe as they were not an exclufive company by ad of parliament,

they could not legally a6l as fuch, and were therefor liable to be over-

turned, or annihilated, &c. A very judicious anfwer came out to this

in the year 1677, intitled, ' the Ea(l-lndia trade a moft profitable trade

' to the kingdom ; and beft fecured and improved irx a company and a

' joint flock : reprefented in a letter, written upon the occafion of two

* The periifal of this treaty of commerce, and
of that .• itii the Dutcli uiidtr tlie yiar i66S, to-

gether with othtr fubfequent oiics, fufficicntly in-

dicatei the importance of them, us well as the ex-

pediercy of commanders in the royal navy, and
tliofe of merchant (hips, and of higher people alfo,

being well acquainted with fuch treaties, which
we have abridged as much as poltibic, conljftent

with retaining the entire fcnfc and import of every

article tlu-vcof. Yet, after all, we muft here fpe-

cially remark, that the tranfcribing of many old

treaties of this kind does but fwcll our work wiiliout

much inlhufting the reader, when, perhaps, the

very lateft treaty with a nation, (as France for in-

fiance) with whom wo have had frequent wars,

{hall, in molt cafes, cffcntially repeal all preceding

ones, which we here mention, to prevent an objec

vion which foine might ftart, to our not traiifcritv

iiig (as Savary, PolTlethwayte, &c. have done) all

thofe obfolcte treaties injudicioiifly. ^,
I
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Kmh ChiWO
^ Pablifhed. infinuating the contrary.' (Poffibly by Sir

His general pofitions are,

o^^%aL"Hr'"^^^"'' ^'^ -ft neceflary commodities for our

It brings us fome commodities for our further manufadurel
It furmihes large quantities of goods for foreign markets.
It employs a great number of Englilh fhipping.
It occafions the building of more fliips of burden and force fif fnr^varhke ferv.ce and defence of the kingSom, than any oSfeftrad; what'

It brings in a confiderable revenue to the king's cuftoms and thegreateft addition to the kingdom's ftock.
^"""ms, ana the

Thus evinced.

It employs, in a dired courfe, to and from India 30 to cjc fhips from
300 to 600 tons burthen

; and in feven years paft there have been buTnewfrom the flocks 26 to 28 fhips from 350 to 600 tons each where!by there is a very large addition of ftrength for defence of the kfnTdom. as thofc fhips. equipped in a warlike'manner, wm carry fromfjto 60, and 70 guns each * ^ ™ ^o

The exports of the company in one year (viz. part of 1674. andand 1675) may be about L43o,ooo, whereof about 1.320,000 in bul-hon and about Li 10.000 value in cloth and other goo^
The returns from India for that adventure are calico, pepner faitpetre, mdigo filk (raw and wrought), drugs, &c. ; which! oTfalenEngland, produce at leaft L86o,ooo, and often as much moreThe amoum of cuftoms. freight, and all other charges, of officerswarehoufes, carts, hghters. porters. &c. is altogether as much the kSdom s ftock as the clear profit added to the company's ftock is

^
So that there is, m a plain and dired way, added to the ftock of thekmgdom by the company's trade in one year, if no accident inter-vene L430,oco. dedudmg. however, about L6o,ooo, being the chargesm India for the mamtenance of fadors, fadories, forts, garrifons nego-

tiations with princes, &c. .
e'**i"uii!,, nego-

The private trade, allowed by the company to owners of fliips com-manders, and feamen. as well as to their flidors. &c. for diarion^s
pearls, mufl.. ambergris, &c. ; for which there may be annually export!ed m goods, about L4o,ooo or Lso.ooo, and in buUion from L80 000toLioo.ooo, yields at home in returns 1250,000 to £300,000.' So

at l2:rM.
''" ''^ "^ ^"'^'' "' "•' "^ '^'f

» « "« 'i«- -ere fmallcr than any India (h/p is

Vol. II 4£
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here is Li^csooo farther addition to the {lock of the kingdom. Both
-together making L500,000, annually added to the nation's flock by the

Eaft-India commerce, befides all the confequences depending farther

ther upon, which come next to be confidered.

For illuftration hereof, let us confider the ftate of our Eafl-India

trade in the confequences depending thereupon, viz.

In reference to the exports, principally of fo great a quantity of gold

and filver; what is very obvious, is, that if in any foreign trade

Li 00,000 exported in bvdlion brings back as much merchandize, as be-

ing re-exported to other foreign parts brings home L2oo,oco or

L250,ooa, that muft be a gainful commerce to the nation.

The goods annually exported, amounting to Li 10,000, confift of

L6o,ooo or Lyo.ooo in Englifh goods, as drapery, tin, and lead, and

the reft is in foreign commodities. Our lead, it is true, might be taken off

by other European nations, although we had no trade to India ourfelves

;

but the drapery and tin, amounting to L5o,ooo (which now gains

3u50,ooo to the nation), would not be taken off at all ; tor no other na-

tion carries Er glifh cloth to India ; and for tin, there are great quan-

tities of it in feme parts of India.

There may be annually confumed in England nearly to the value of

LaoOjOOO, L230,ooo, or L240,ooo, in India goods, viz. about L6000 in

pepper, L30,ooo in faltpetre, L30,ooo in filks, raw and manufadured,

Li6o,ooo in caUcoes, and about L10,000 to Li 5,000 in indigo and

other drugs *. All the reft of the returns above mentioned, amounting

to L63o,ooo value, are tranfported to foreign markets, as is alfo moft

part of the private trade. The pepper I reckon at %d per pound weight

(fo neceffary a fpice for all people), which formerly coft us 3/4 per

pound, being nowhere to be had but in India ; and were we obliged to

have it from the Dutch, they would probably raife it as high as they

do their other fpices : yet, fuppofing it fo low as 1/4 per pound, it

would be a farther annual expenle of L6000 to the nation.

Saltpetre is of that abfolute neceflity, that without it we fhould be

without the means of defending ourfelves. Poflibly, even if we had

no Indian trade, we might in time of peace purchafe it, though it

would coft us double what it now does. But, in cafe of war, where

could we have fufficient ? not furely from our enemies. Or, would our

gentlemen, citizens, and farmers, be willing to have their cellars and

rooms dug up (as in King Charles I's reign), and be deprived of free-

dom in their own houfes, expofed and laid open to faltpetre men ? which

method would be, befides, far lliort of entirely fupplying us.

Raw filk we might poflibly be fuppliedwith from other parts, though

• There is here lu) nKiit'on of tea or coffee. The company haJ not ytt fettled a trade to China

foi tlic fijimcr, arid ilic later was imported only by the Turkey company, y/.
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not fo cheap as from India. And India-wrought filks ferve lis inftead

the nZ f t'^:?''

and French filks. which would coft us almoft triple

earl
' ^° l^ingdom's lofs of above L20,ooo

Calicoes ferve inftead of the like quantity of French, Dutch, andFlemiih. linen, which would coft thrice as much : hereby 2 or L qoo.ooo

In ?r^f^ r^ '°
'r' ""fT- ^^ '^ '^^ ""^^ manufaaure were fe tied

forelgL mafkets *'.
^^^^ ^^^'"^' °"' ''"'°'^ '^''^^' ^' tranfported to

An?ll° !?
"^«^^T/or dying and perfeding our own manufadures.And the other drugs, &c. brought from India, are inconfiderable.

v.1n. 7 ^^30.000 m India goods of the company's, and L2oo,ooo •

value of private traders, are tranfported yeariy to Frince HollW
Spam. Italy Turkey. &c. whereby tLfe trJdes L theT^^r cS
becaVuktSrf"^-T/Zr^

^'^^"^^^^ of the kingdom, and canTotbe calculated to yield lefs than ten per cent clear profit, being L81 000

mHnn Pft I
°AL6o,ooo. being fo much farther addition to thenations ftock. And here, by the way. it may be obferved, that thekingdom hath a greater advantage, when the trade is driven by the Ene-hfh merchant, than when it is carried on by ftrangers. feeing all the

profit anfing by the trade of the one is brought back to England
whereas the profits of the others remain abroad. This I note for rTai^

fr.H5h f^ °^1°T' "^^Z
^^y' " '' ^" °"^ ^° '^'^ kingdom, fo therade be carried on.whetherit be by theEnglifti or by ftrangers; as alfo •

to evince, that it is the nation's intereft to encourage the king's fubjedsm their trade preferably to ftrangers. ^ luojects

The India goods are exported in Englifh fiiipping. whereby much em- -

ployment is given to our own ihips ; the very freight of which, beineabout 5000 tons, cannot amount to lefs than Lao.ooo, being fo much I

farther addition to the kingdom's ftock.
From ali thefe confiderations there will arife a full and clear anfwer

InM
°^J;,*^^°" "^«^^ fg^^ft tl"s trade, becaufe of the quantities of.gold and filver exported to India. And thus the fending out of our

treafure mcreafeth it
: whereas to coop it up would render it wholelv

ufelds. Had we all the gold and filver in the world, if it were abSlutely kept and confined within this kingdom, it would neither in-creale our trade, nor render us more formidable in ftrength and power
It ,ome other foreign trades do wafte and confume our treafure let usfold out expedients to prevent it. But, in the meantime, it would bedeftrudive to ftop the current of our real fupplies of it, by breakingin upon, or obftruding, the courfe of the Eaft-India trade, by which tf

• This >8 now in our time liappjly verified and effcfted. yi.
t:« -
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the kingdom had not been fupplied, all its treafure mighty ere this, have

been exhaufted.

Next, that the Eaft-Tndia trade cannot fo well be fecured and im-

proved, for the benefit and advantage of the kingdom, in any other

way, as by a company in a joint ftock ; let it be confidered.

That no other nation trades thither otherwife than by a joint ftock,

except the Portuguefe, who are now almoft beaten out of the trade.

It is well known that prefents are to be made to kings, princes,

and governors, of India, for obtaining licence to traffic there : and

there is alfo a neceflity of hiring fome great houfe for fecuring their

perfons and goods there, at each refpedtive place.

Our company has been at vaft charges and hazards for obtain-

ing freedom of trade, and many great privileges and immunities, both

from the great mogul, and very many other kings, princes, and gover-

nors ; and likewife for the fecurity of their fadlors, eftates, and trade ;

alfo to purchafe, build, and maintain, great houfes and ftorehoufes in all

the places of their refidences, called factories ; and in fome places, as at

Fort St. George, Bombay, and St. Helena, to make confiderable fortifi-

cations, and to keep large garrifons.

If therefor this trade fhould be left entirely open, fo as every one

might trade thither as he pleafed, would not all the privileges and im-

munities purchafed at great expenfe by our company be either loft, or elfe

rendered void and infignificant ? and when every man minds only his

own particular concern, the national honour and intereft would decline.

Would not the kings and governors in India, and the European na-

tions, our competitors there, take all opportunities to make their ad-

vantages, and to put hardlhips and injuries upon the Englifli, wanting

united counfels and ftrength to right themfelves ? would not every one

ftrive to fupplant another, and thereby enable the Indians to raife the

prices of their commodities, and lower the prices of Englifh goods ? of

which there hath already been too fad experience in three or four years

of open trade, from the year 1653 tc 1657 ; in which time the Englifh

began to lofe their antient honour and efteem, and many indignities

and wrongs were put upon them by the kings and governors there,

forcing the Englilh to fell their goods, and to take others at fuch prices

as they pleafed. Englifli commanders have been put to death, and

their Ihips and goods feized, without means of redrefs. Private traders,

by outvying and underfelling one another in thofe four years, brought

the trade to be often a lofing one, and at beft but feldom a faving one.

It was from the confideration of thefe and many other diforders in the

open trade, that in the year 1657 it was agreed to lay afide all private

trade, and to c books for fubfcribing to a new joint ftock.

In or about me year 1665 the company took a perfedt account and

balance of all their ftock, adventures, aud debts ; when it appeared that
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the ftock was really worth 130 percent; though fuch were then the
humours and fancies of people, that it was adually fold at about 70 per
cent. Yet fince then the value of the ftock has advanced to 24 c per
cent. ^-^ ^

From this fhort view of things (fays our author), I leave it to the
confideration of all judicious perfons, whether it be not inconfiftent
with the kingdom's intereft, and irrational and unjuft, to lay open the
I.aa-India trade. Inconfiftent with the public intereft, to part with or
hazard the lofs of all thofe places of ftrength, and thofe privileges the
company enjoys, but which cannot be maintained in an open trade !

Irrational, to make a fecond trial, after fo many inconveniences expe-
rienced by the firft ! and unjuft, to deprive the prefent fubfcribers in
the J^aft-India ftock of their future advantages, who have run fo many
hazards, and been at fuch vaft expenfes, for promoting and fecuring the

With relpea to what the barrifter's letter alleges, viz. that the Eaft-
India trade fhould be managed by what is called a regulated company
as our Turkey trade is ; it certainly cannot be fo well fecured and im-
proved for the kingdom's advantage by a regulated, as by a ioint-ftock
company

j for the following reafons :

I ft Almoft every place in India is under a diftind raja or king : and
confidenng that other European nations are ftill watching all opportu.
nities ot inftilhng into thofe rajas contemptuous thoughts of the Eng-
hlh tor their own ends, this renders it abfolutely neceflkry to have fre-

?Jl^^
appjications to, and treaties with, thofe kings ; and that the Eng-

hlh Ihould appear to them with fome port and grandeur, as being able
to carry on a confiderable trade with them, and to force them to a per-
tormance of their treaties and agreements. The ftate of affiiirs in fur-
key IS tar otherwife, where t:>ere is but one prince with abfolute dorai.
nion

;
lo that, by one ambaflador at court, and two or three confuls at

rehdences of commerce to hold correfpondence with him, al! matters
tor the fecunty ot the trade may be tranladed.
AH which being duely premifed, all well-wifliers to England, it is

prefumed, would defire to have the forts, fadories, and privileges, in
India, which, by the prefent joint ftock of the Eaft-India company have
been obtained, purcluifed, and fettled, at the expenfe of perhaps
1.300,000 (and whereof the proprietors of the faid joint ftocl. are at
prelent the owners and pofleflbrs), to be maintained and preferved to
our nation; as alio, that the laid places of ftrength, houfes, and privi-
leges, being juftly the property of the faid joint ftock, they ought not
to be divefted thereof without an equitable compeniation.even as much
as It It were withm the kingdom of England. And that the fuccced-
ing trade to India fliould both give fuch compenfation and maintain
the growing charge. And as the prefent defign of fome is, that the
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now joint ftock Ihould ceafe and determine, after getting in what goods
and debts they have abroad ; and that the trade, for the future, ihould
be carried on by particular perfons, according as every one (hould think
good to adventure, without limitation, either in quantity, quality, or in
the prices of goods fent out, or returned home : yet, that there Ihould
be a company legally eftablilhed, to be empowered to raife impofitions
on the trade, for maintaining the faid forts, fadories, and privileges, for

the equal benefit of all Englifh people trading to India ; alfo to make
treaties with kings and governors in India as formerly ; and alfo, out
of fuch impofitions, to allot a proportion, probably not lefs than
Li 0,000 per annum, for the loan of the faid places and privileges ; and
the reft of the money to be employed for the charge of the future go-
vernment, and for treaties, &c. upon the plan of the Turkey company.
Now, let it be confidered, how infufficient this propofed method is

for fecuring this trade to the Englifh nation, in comparifon of the pre-
fent one, wherein there is a fund of at leaft a million flerling conftant-
ly engaged for the neceflary defence of the trade. And it will furely

be found difficult to know what proportion to lay, by way of impofi-
tion, as depending arbitrarily on the humour of particular perfons, whe-
ther they will trade or not, and for what value. Infomuch that there
will be a certain expenfe, and an uncertain revenue. And it may fre-

quently happen, that the former may be the greater, and the later the
leaft : and this too, perhaps, in a time of war ; when, there being little

trade, there will be little tc be raifed by way of impofitions ; becaufe,
when hazards are great, few will care to adventure j whereby all may.
fall into the enemy's hands.

The barrifter infinuates, in the clofe of his letter, that the Eaft-India
trade might be fo managed, under a regulation, that five times the
trade might be gained, and the prices of our own manufadures erf"

cloth, &c. advanced by the multitude and freedom of buyers ; and the
price of goods imported much leflieried to the Englifh and much more
trade gained with India commodities to other parts of ihe world !

lint I am of a contrary opinion

;

For, ift, how probable is it, that private traders in a regulated com-
pany fhould gain fo much as (and far lefs five times more than) a joint-

itock company ? Thofe fuppofed trades to be gained are chiefly the

trades to China and Japan ; where indeed our trade, once well fettled,

might take off more of our woollen manufadlures, and might return

gold, filver, and copper, in fome meafure to fupply the trade to other

parts of India, without exporting fo much treafure from Europe. But
thofe trades are not fo eafily gained as fomt may fancy * ; and leaft of

all by the flocks of private perfons. As the prefent Eaft-India compa-

• Thii flicws that we had as yet no trade with CLina. /t.

I
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ny, even with fo great a joint ftock. have in vain made frequent trials
to gain thofe trades: yet, with China, the company, after many at-
tempts and expenfcs, are m hopes to fucceed ; but. with refped to
Japan, only one undertaking for the gaining the trade to it proved in-
effeaual, with the lofs of no lefs than 1.50,000. which great fumwould have undone private adventurers. As to what our barrifter fue-
gefts, that a regulated company would advance the price of our manu-
fadures by the multitude and freedom of buyers, and alfo lefTen the
price of goods imported to the EngUlh, &c. upon a due and ferious
examination, it will be found, according to the true maxims of tradeand didates of reafon, to be quite otherwife. For, who is there thathath m any competent degree ftudied and confidered trade in reference
to the kingdom's mtereft, but knows that all buying and felling at homefrom one to another is but a mere changing of hands, neither add-mg to nor diramifhing, the nation's ftock or wealth. It is dear felline
or rather the felling of great quantities of our native commodities and
manufadures, m foreign parts, and our cheap purchafing of commodi-
ties in foreign countries, whereby our kingdom is enriched. For if wedo but confider the confequence of this barriiler's pofuion, it will clear-
ly appear, that particular Engliihmen, traders to India, vying upon oneanother m the buying of cloth, &c. in England, may for a yea?or twora^e the prices in Engand; and, on the other hand, they may lower
the pnces and underfell one another, to get off their gobds in Indiaand make returns

; fome, perhaps, felling cheaper than the prime coft'
whilft others may not be able to put oflF their goods, and fo perhaps leitheir fhips return dead freighted, &c. What probability is there thenof their continuing to fend any thereafter, or that the exportation ofourEnghfli manufadures {ho aid increafe ? whereas the prefent joint-
ilock conipany have fo well managed their trade, that from one hun-dred to four hundred cloths at moft, formerly exported, they now an-nually export four thoufand whole broad cloths and upwards. Andwith refped to goods imported from Itidia ; the multitude of buyers inIndia raifing the prices there, and of fellers in England leffening the
prices here cannot but be very comrary to the kingdom's intereil Be-
caufe not above one fourth part of the India goods imported are"con-lumcd in England, the other three fourth parts being exported to fo-
reign parts. Now, if the prices of what is confumed in England belowered, the like muft inevitably follow for the other three fourths ex!
ported: fo that the nation really lofes by the cheap feUing of India
commodities in England, and our real interell is to buy cheap in In-
dia, and fell dear m Europe. With refped to the buildiig of Ihips ofgreat burden, fo much /or the public intereft, it cannot be imagined
that private perfons can effed the fame in proportion to what the joint-
itock company has done. •'
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The joint-ftock company is moreover far more national, with refpedl
to the number of pcrfons who have benefit thereby, than poffibly it

could be under a regulation : for then, none could trade to India but
merchants who underltand trade, and only fuch as have great eftates,

and are able to lie two years at leaft out of their money. So that the
trade would be confined into a few hands (lOO or 150 at moft.) Where-
as in the joint-ftock, noblemen, clergymen, gentlemen, widows, orphans,
ihop-keepers, and all others, may have flocks there, and reap equal be-
nefit thereby.

There are at this day about 6co perfons, who appear on the compa-
ny's books to be interefled in the Eaft-India flock, and under them, it

may be, many more.
This author alleges, that the true ground of the prefent company's

many enemies proceeds frorr. their not having fubfcribed at the begin-
ning, nor yet afterwards, when the books were laid open, but are fince
filled with envy at the company's profperity. .;( <i ! n,

But whatever may have been the caufes of the difcontents againft
that company, this advocate fpr them has laid fo much in favour of an
exclufive joint flock company to Eaft-Ind.'a, as feems not eafy to be re-

futed. We are moreover indebted to this able author's 27 quarto
pages for fundry very important liiftoiical fadls, which otherwife we
fliould not perhaps have fo well known at this diflance of time : which
may well apologize for the length of what we may fairly denominate a
completi; fyftem of the Eaft-lndia company's trade and condud at that

time, and alfo of the general theory of the commerce to India, which
may be faid to be fuitable to all times and feafons : and we cannot but
remark, that, as far as we are able tc judge, whatever has fince this

time been v-rirtcn and publiflied, even down to our own days, on the
Eaft-India trade, contains nothing materially new, or which may not
be found to be comprehended in this very diflertation ; although all

that has been fince that time publiflied for and againft the trade, and
alfo againft an exclufive joint ftock, would fill up a large folio, were they
all put together.

1C78.—The ad for burying the dead in woollen [18 Car. //, r» 4}
not being duely obferved, it was repealed : and a new ad [30 Car. II,

c. 3] directed that a regifter fliould be kept in every parifli by the in-

cumbent, or his fubftitute, certifying tliat every thing about the corpie

of the deceafed was made of flieep's wool ; of which an affidavit fliall

be made by the relation of the deceafed, and lodged with the incum-
bent, under the penalty of L5, a moiety whereof to go to the poor of
the parifti, the other to the informer. Neverthelefs, fuch ftili is the

vanity of many of the rich and great, that they continue to pay the

penalty, rather than not adorn their deceafed friend's corpfe with fine

linen, lace, &c. though fo contrary to our true national interefl.
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jve. from .™ .„ ,™ Ia,i„, l.eavrS,i*:,;„':\^hfS;'iC;"u'
taduics and produa

;
fo as thereby gratluallv o drive nnr of

?^

panic. „„v,ng a. aft dircover^.:;?'^ ^L^l^l'^.^l'iXh^ar

Doursj.that the parliament, in the beo nnineof this vfiri<>-,a „ ir,aa [30 C.,r. 11, r.
, ] . for raifin? m'-ney by a poll &c to enahljl'^ '^^

• to ctucr into an »a.,al «ragainft tLFrcnfhW "!'";'
'""jf/btttng fcr three yean to come? and to they'd ofTh'e'inuerftf'

interpofe, and f^V .,,e''roCinriL^™ o'^Turt'tS 1°

attd t at of the wear of Ea(i-,„dL tnTnuSret brought re''ee',K°"ibalance greatly ui our favour in twenty years tim^ ^-l
p"<-'-'I

thts time fay, that, t.ll after this prohib o^tte I„al porTsot"?
"'

millions yeafiy T:,^:^^:^ ^^^''^ i'^ipam^itr:;,;:"^'"'^

S^W^Tt^nSerCXlrXbTo^f '"
''^"^^^^

and partly alio by .he ^hi'^lHr:!' "^^.rfaferSd^rf .[""^'^ ^

of Eaft-India manufaaurcs in Eneland nH lil r ' . ''^ '^^''''^

larged demand from our own AmScfn cok, nes o' Ih f •' \ '^'' ''"

iad«rcs and neceflaries.
^""^'^^^'^ ^o^^>"'es of all l„rts ot manu-

In July an alliance was concluded between England and Holl.n.! f

hdS'': 'SLturxs ti'Lnr^-""'"-
'>'
--'

" ";i"tit'

to Spain the Ss anTfo^s fS :r:7r.rOud'''"",^ r
"""^

i=^g: t":t;:,rartS Sd'^b^^"?^^^^^^^
Vol li

' " ^^''^^ ^^'-'^ been taken from the emperor and
4F
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and empire ; to reflcrs alfo Lorrain to the duke of that name. The

king of Great Britain, for thofe ends, ftipulated to fumifli one third

more of naval force than the ftates-general, and the ftates to furmfh one

third more of land-forces in the Netherlands than King Charles.

In Auguft was concluded a treaty, at Nimeguen, between France and

the ftates-general, under the king of Great Britain's mediation; con-

cerning which all that is needful to be recited is as follows.

Article VIII) The town and chatellanie of Maeftrecht {hall be reftor-

,ed to the ftates-general of the United provinces.

XllI) The ftates-general engage to guarantee the prefent peace and

engagements which 'Spain is now making with France. And by a fepa-

rate aicicle, France was to reftore to the prince of Orange his principa-

lity of that name, and his other dominions in France.

On the fame day was alfo concluded, at Nimeguen, a treaty of com-

merce, navigation, and marine, between France and the ftates-general,

in fubftance as follows.

Article VII) The fubjeds on both fides fliall pay no higher duties

than the natives in general.

IX) No refuge fiiall be given in the ports of either party to luch as

ftiall have taken any prizes from the other party ; but if driven thither

by ftrefs of weather, they ftiall depart as foon as poflible.

XI) The loaded ftiips of either party, driven by ftorm or otherwife

into any port of the other party, ftiall not be compelled to unload or fell

their merchandize there.

XIII, XrV, XV) The ftiips of either party may freely trafhc with

the enemies of either of them, excepting with contraband ricrchan-

dize, defined to be all -implements of war, faltpetre, horfes, and their

harnefs.
, , , 1. 1

XVI, XVll) But the following ftiall not be deemed contraband

"oods ; 'viz. torn and grain, beans, oil. wine, Ihlt, and other things for

the fuftenance of life ; all which may be freely earned to an enemy -,

unlefs to a place inveftcd or befieged. And fuch ftiips defigned for an

enemy's port, and putting into any of the ports of either party, fliall

only be obliged to ftiew their paflports, without being fearched or de-

tained.
, ,. .

,
. ,

The articles XX, XXI, XXII, are the lame as in the commercial

treaty of the year 1677, between England and France, relatmg to mer-

chant ftiips met at Tea by ftiips of war of the other party, and wherein

contraband goods may be found.
,

1 , j •

XXX) Either party may build, buy, or freight, in each other s domi-

nions, any number of fliips for war, or for merchandize, and alfo inch

ammunition as they fliall want.
„ r 1 1

XXXI) Ships of either party, driven on the coafts ot the other party,

ftiall be treated with jufticc and humanity.
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VYYm Yv'vr^.l'^n?'^".^''
"^^^^ "^''^ "'' P'-otedion on cither fide.AAAIII XXXIV) Merchants may make ufe of fuch advocates ineach other's country as they (hall think fit ; and may keep therbooCof accounts m what language they ftiall think beft : and may alfo mutually fettle confuls therein.

^

XXXV) Neither party fiiall fuffer any fiiip of war of another power

l:bj:as%f"tt"lT'^^'
^"'"^ ^^^^^ P°^^^' ^--^' - --^' "Pon the

comf^^"^^ ^^'' ^'^'''^^ ^^^^ ^^ '" ^"'''^ ^°^ twenty.five years to

A feparate article relates to the 50 fols per ton upon Grangers flups-faihng out of the ports of France, viz. that this dut/fiiall not derogatefrom the equahty, which in other refpeds is by the 7th article of thistreaty eftabUfhed on both fides; but that Dutch fi^ijl fiiall pay the co
fols per ton as other nations do : but this fubfidy fliall be only paid byDutch ft.ps at gomg out of the French ports, but not at their coming
n. And if loaded with faU. they fiiall pay but half that duty. Andt.e ftates may ,f they pleafe. lay a like proportional impofition onfrenchlhips gomg out of their ports.

^

On the 17th of September peace was figned at Nimeguen betweenLouis XIV of France and Charles II of Spaki : but much ihort of wha"

Z ZT '" ^'
""^T'"^

^""^ ^P^^'^ ^" '^' '"'^'y between England

Courtrav S^r'T^''^ ^"V r^^^^'"'^^?^'
^"^'=^'' ^^^h. Oudenard.Lourtray. St. Guiflam, and the duchy of Limburg, were reftored to-Spam, together with Ghem and its citadel ; and in Catalonia the ciyof Pmcerda. On the other hand. Spain was obliged to cede to France

Valenciennes. Cambray. Conde. Bouchain. Aire. St.Omcr. Ypres War-'w,ck War.eton Poperingen. Bailleul. Caflel. Bavay, and Maubeuge^ith their dependencies
; alfo the county of Burgundy, with the city of

frtco w"" ^ A
^"'^'•^'"S Spain, by every treaty with France fince

1050 was obliged to refign many noble and ftrong cities, and extenfivc^ntones being d.
'

d by King Charles of England, whofe nigheft
ntereft and glory itwou.i have been to fupport Spain againft the ereat-
y mcreafing power of France. Soon after this unhapp'y peace.'

S

takmg advantage of the very feeble ftate of Spain, iHzed the ftron.:
city of Luxemburgb;, and, moreover, he continually harafibd the re-

tTons &c
^ Netherlands by pretended re-unions, qoiatribu-

The peace at Nimeguen, between the emperor and empire andFrance, was not formally figned till the 3d of February 1670 /n S ^ •

yet. as it was ftill a part of the fame treaty of Nimeguen coudnued we
here give its fubfiance biiefiy.

'*"**"cu, wc

4 Fa-

tty or Nimeguen couunued, we HH ^B

ll
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Article 11) The p«»ce of Munfter, or Wcftphalia, in the year 1648
i» declared to be the bafis of this treaty.

IV, V) Fnince yields Phllipfhurgh to the emi>ire, nnd the emperor
Leopold yields Friburg to France.

XII, XIIT, XIV, XV) The country of Lorrain to be rcftored to its

duke ; only Nancy, its capital, fhall remain for ever united to France ;

which fhall alio have ways half a league in breadth, to be fet out by
the French king and tne duke, ^br the more eafy pafl;»gf of th« French
troops through Lorrain to tlie city of Nancy, and from Nancy to Al-
face, alfo from Nancy to Belan9on, in Franche Comptd. Whereby
that unfortunate prince, for having fided with the emperor againft
France, was defpoilcd of his capital city, and the reft of his duchy now
laid quite open to the armies of France at pleafure, in an unheard-of
manner.

It was alfo to be free for the French king to keep garriibns in the
towns of Chaflelette. Huy, Verviers, Aix-la-ChajwUe, Duercn, Linnick,
Nitys, and Zons, until peace Ihould be concluded between him and Swe-
den, Denmark, Brandenburg, the bifliop of Munfter, and the princes
of Lunenburg ; when they were to be rcftored to the empire.
And thus alio France gradually gained ground on the German em-

pire, of which Lorrain, as well af? Alfacfc, formerly were parts, to the
ftill farther deftroying of the equilibrium of power in Europe.
The French exclufive Senegal company was now ereded, for the

trade of gold duft, leather, wax, gums, &c. and it was confirmed in the
year i68i by the name of the royal Senegal company. But, being
unable to pay their debts, they were diffolved in the year 1 696.

So rapid were the navftl and commercial improvements of France at

this time, according to the ingenious auchor of the work entitled Bri-
tnmiio langnens, that there were now forty French trading veflels for

every one that there was twenty or thirty years before. The king of
France alfo eftabliihed > fifliery to the great prejudice of ours.

1679.—The fame auiuor aflerts, that the Dutch herring and cod fifli-

ery employed 8000 velfels and 200,000 failors and filhers, whereby they
annually gained five millions fterling ; befides their Iceland, Greenland,
.1nd Newfoundland, fisheries, and the multitude of trades and oeoplc
employed by them at home.

16H0.—The Dutch Kaft-India company having aflifted the king of
Materan, who ftiled himfelf emperor of Java, againft two of his rel^ei-

lious fons, he thereupon yielded up to the Dutch the towns of Cheri-
ban and Tai"pa.

This year ieems to have been remarkable for new projeds in Eng-
land, wliich were ])atronized by Prince Rupert duke of Cumberland,
more efpecially ilich as related to mechanics. We have a yellow metal
much refembling gold, -.vhich in our days is ftill named prince's metal,
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ni taking its n^mc from hira : and a warer-mill was therc\»rton creiScd
on Hackney river for caaing cannon of that mttal. which js known at
this day by the name o£ Temple-roill.

Another projcd was for a tloatinj; macliine worked by horfcs, fur
towing great ftiips againft wind and tide.

A third was a machine for raiHng ballad, which wai found iuef-
fedtual.

A fourth was a diving machine or engine, by the help of which, and
good luck. Sir William Phipps brought ho-^ie from the Weft-Iiidies
near Uco.ooo fterhng in pieces of eight, wh ;h he fiJhed up out of the
fea. where part oi a SpaniHi plate fleet had been loft.
We have a ftate of the Englifh J ..-India company's trade in this

year, from n judicious anonymous work, entitled a Treatife wh-rein is
demonftrated that the Eaft-India trade is the moft national of all foreign
trades^ &c. (London, 1681)* occafioned by the clamours fti 11 railed
agamft that company, in order to have the trade laid open. viz. « hft
' year' (i. e. in 1680) ' the company fent out for the coaft of Coro-
' mandel and the bay of Bengal, four three-deck fliips. viz. one of 00
' tons and 118 Teamen, one of 600 tons and 120 feiunen, one of c^o
• tons and 106 feamen. and one of 550 tons and no feamen. For
• Surat and the coaft of India, three llii'^s more of 550, SiO, and 4^0
' tons. For Bantam, two ftiips of 600 tons each. For the South feas f
' and China, two ftiips of 430 and 350 tens : in all eleven ftiips, in

^

which there was a ftock of L479,946 : 15 : 6. And for the year 1681
^

they are fending out five ftiips for Coaft and Bay, three for Surat and
' the coaft of India, three for Bantum, and one great fliip for the South
' fea and China : m all which then- will be a ftock of above L600 000
' befides both which years cxport;jtioniv not yet returned, the company
has always a conliderable ftock left lu the country to make and pro-

• vide goods beforehand : beftdes Ukewife the value of their iflands
' towns, garrifons, houfes. buildings, ammunition, &c. And they may
' have what money they will at 3 per cent, which will be the worft
' news of all in Holland.' This is the firft time we fii^.d nxention of the
company fending a ftiip to China.
The author adds, • that the quick ftock of our Eaft-India company,'

by which he means their conftant exportations and importations, ' was
• then more than tiiat of the Dutch company, though the ftock of the
' later fells at 450 per cent, while ours fells not above 300 per cent '

*

On the other fide, the ftlk weavers of London had tliis year uiifuc-
cefsfuUy petitioned the houfe of commons .gaiaft the wear of Eaft-India
lilks, Bengals, &c. Mr. Polexfen, in his fpeech. aftertcd, ' that we at thi«i

• From the ftile and f.opc of the wo.k Sir Jofiah ChiKl feons to have been the author. //,

t liy Uic Suitlhjais mutt be undcillood the leas about Mai:afr.ir, Bonico, Java, i<c. w'.
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* time con fumed to the value of L300,ooo yearly in thofe Eaft-India

' manufadured goods, including printed and painted calicoes, for

' clothes, beds, hangings, &c : that the company annually export from
' Lioo.ooo to L6oo,ooo in bullion : that their trade is now increafed

' to near one quarter part of the whole trade of the nation : that the

' company find it more for their particular advantage to take up from
' 6 to Lycopoo on their common feal for carrying on their trade, than
* to enlarge their capital ftock, thereby reaping to themfelves, not only
* the gains which they make on their own money, but likewife of the
* tieafure of the nation, allowing to the lenders 4 or 5 per cent *, and
' dividing amongft themfelves what they pleafe, which now, within
' thefe lad twelve or fifteen months has been 90 per cent. And up-
' on an exadl inquiry, it will be found that this ftock is fo engrofled,

* that about ten or twelve men have the abfolute management, and that

' about forty perfons divide the major part of the gains, which this laft

' year has been to fome one man L20,ooo, to others L 1 0,000 apiece.'

The Turkey conjpany alfo preferred their ufual complaint againft

their importation of raw filk : fo between thofe two, the India com-
pany was neither to import raw nor wrought filks ; yet the grand com-
mittee for trade, to whom that houfe referred it, did nothing material

at that time.

We have fhewn, under the year 1676, that its capital ftock, by doubl-

ing, was then made up to Ly^g,y%2 : 10. Thus we may fee how hard

it is to come at the real truth in difputes of any kind, and moft of all

where property or intereft is afFeded.

This year gave rife to the noble Englifli Colony of Pennfylvania in

North America. Sir William Penn, an admiral, had obtained a pro-

mife from King Charles II of a grant of this country ; but he dying

foon after, his fnn Williari nn, an eminent quaktr, and a gentleman

of great knowlege and tru<_ piiilofophy, had it granted to him at this

time, his charter being dated on the 28th of February 1680 ; and he

dcligned it for a retreat for the people of his religious perfuafion, then

made uneafy at home through the bigotry of fpiritual courts, &c. Mr.

Penn, therefor, carried thither with him a large embarkation of thole

quakers, and was afterwards from time to time joined by many more
from Britain and Ireland. At his firft arrival there, he found many
Englilh families, and confiderablc numbers of Dutch and Swedes,

who all readily :|ubmittcd to his wife and excellent regulations, which
highly merit to be known by all perfons who would apply to colonizing.

'Ihe true wildom, as well as equity of his unlimited toleration of all re-

ligious perfuulious, as well as his kind, juft, and prudent, treatment of

• This differs from the afTcrtion of the preceding author, that they could iiavc what money they

pleafed at 3 per cent. u1.
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the native Indians; alfo his laws, policy, and government, fo endeared
him to the planters, and fo widely fpread the fame of his whole econo-my that his colony, though fo lately planted, is thought at this dar
to have more white people in it than any other on all the continent of
Uritilh America, New-England alone excepted *. And Penn, who was
a favourite of the duke of York, afterwards King James II, two years
after (1682) had a grant from his royal highnefs of the town and trad
ot Newcaltle, and the two lower counties on the great river Delaware
part of his province of New-York : thefe are now called the counties of
Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflex, and are no inconfiderable addition to his
province of Pennfylvania. Mr. Penn's beautiful and fuperb plan of his
capital city of Philadelphia, ftill ftridly followed to this day f , and draw-
ing conftantly nearer to perfedion, may ferve for a pattern to the rich-
eft country on earth. At that city they conftantly build and employ
many good fliips, thofe of even 500 tons may lie clofe to their wharfs.
They trade to our fugar-colonies with their corn, peas, flour, biflcet
beer, pork, fifh, ftaves, peltry, lumber, horfes, &c. in exchange for fugar'
rum, melaflls, ginger, pimento, and foreign filver, &c. So greatly does
this colony mcreafe in people, that it is thought already nearly to equal
New-England, and that it will very foon furpafs it. It feeins the land-
ed gentlemen of many parts of Ireland, and particularly in the north of
It, had railed their rents fo high, that many of the tenants threw up
their farms and withdrew to Pennfylvania. fo that about the year 1720
tome thoufands of them went thither, and Englifh, Welfh, and Scots
and alfo many German proteftants, have at various times gone thither'
who are generally well fettled, and are much employed in raifing hemp'
flax, and other materials for our Britifti manufadures, as drugs for
dyers, &c. iron, and copper. They even carry their corn, fifti ftaves
&c. as iar as Italy, and returning to Britain, they there take in woollen!
lilk, and hnen, for clothing, houfehold-fUrniture, hard-ware, and every
thing elle that is wanted for that colony. They get filver alfo by their
clandeftine trade with the Spanifh main; and their trade in logwood
which they import into England, helps to pay for what they bring back'
Thus the great evil of perfecution and reftraint. for innocent conicicn-
tious opinions, has once more proved the accidental occafionof neophng
and improving one of the fineft provinces of Britifli America

• It ought to Ik obfavcd. that Pcnn. though + By the original plan the city wa, to extend
j;oir,_(rca o?_a gra,.t /mm !„s /ove>c,«n. d,d net. f. .,„, die great .Ivcr iSelaware weft to ,he fm'dUr

river Skuylkil. But the btiildlngs have long a^r.
extended far beyond the plan on tlie ii ic of the
Delawaie. whieh is of futh a depth, that tlie
greatell merchant ftiips can lay their frdes to the
wharfs

; while they have fcaictly extended huif way
to the Skuylk.il, which k navigable only ly inu\l
craft, and but for a few nale?. .1/.

I

r /' t>;""* """< '-13 i\yv«. It. i^ii. uiu lun.
like fonie other founders of colonies, begin by ex-
lerminatinff the native proprietors of tlie country,
but honellly bought the territory from tliem for a
fatlsfat\or)' price. The confequtncc was, that hin
rulony lived in harniouy, and enjoyed pc.ice and a
umtu.ll intercourfc of trade and good offices, with
the natives. M,
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Tangier being befieged by the king of Morocco, King Charles lent a
meflage to the houfe of commons to recommend its pre{er\-ation and
its importance to the EngUfli commerce in the Mediterranean, and that

the two rtiiljions already expended on it would be entirely thrown away,
luileft {\)eedy and effedual fupplies were granted for its relief. Uut the

commoins in an addrefs to the king, inftcad of granting this, reprefent-

ed, inter aHa, that Tangier had been feveral times under the command
of pc'pifh governors, and its garrifon in a great degree made wp of popifh
officers and foldiers, as aUb that the money given for it had been mif-
applied, wherefor they could nor grant a ilipply for Tangier, unlefs

they might be afTured, that thereby they did not augment the ftrength

of their popifli adve-faries. Thus the jealoufy entertained by the par-

liametit and nation, that the king intended tlais place for a curb on.

their religion and liberties, prevented its being duely fupplied, and oc-
cafioned, as we (hall fee, its being abandoned foon after.

1681.—At a parliament at Oxfjrd, which fat but feven days, the
houfe of commons firfl refolved to print their votes, which ha$ been

/i^&i^litihiie^ ever fince, very much to the benefit and fadsfa<Stion of the
' public, and particularly beneficial in commercial affairs.

As far back as about the year 1670, the Englifh Levant, or Turkey,
company began to complain of the Ea{l4ndia company, on account of
the great quantities of ra\w filk they imported from India, which had
formerly betn imported folely from Turkey. And in the year 1681
the Turkey company made a formal complaint to the king's council,

whereupon a hearing enfued. The fubftance of that company's allega-

tions, and the Eaft-India company's anfwers, being printed this year, are

as follow, viz.

I) The Turkey company have, for near an hundred years part, ex-

ported thither great quantities of woollen manufactures and other Eng-
lilli wares, to the great enriching of this nation, and do now more efpe-

cially carry out thither to the value of about L 500,000 fterlrng yearly :

in Rturn for which, the goods imported are raw filks, galls, grogram-
yarn, drugs, cotton, &C. all which being manufadured in England,
afford bread to the }X)or oi" the kingdom. -

On the other hand, f;iy they, the Eaft-India company export im-
uienLe quantities of gold and iilver, with an inconlidevable (Quantity of
cloili ; in return for which, their cliitl . jmmodities are calicoes, pepper,,

wrought filks, and a deceitful fort of raw filk. The calicoes and wrought
filks being wrought in India, are an evident damage to the poor of Eng-
land, and the raw filks are an infallible deft;ruction to the Turkey trade,

for, as Turkey does not yield a fufficient quantity of other merchandize,
to return for one fourth pait of our manufadmes carried thither, the

remaining three fourths is wholely paid for by raw filk. If that is fup-

8



A. D. 1681. 6qi
planted by India filk, the moft coniiderable part of the Turkey impur atxons, and confequently the cloth-trade of Engknd, Lft faU.^

nn^^ A
^°""."^^^°^ «f .^^e Turkey company, as bdng a regulatedone^ and not driven by a joint ftock, is open and compr!henfi?e admittmg any that are bred merchants. The fons and apprSs of free

mSe?fbTfre'e'/or'Tfrf 'V^^^^ ''''' '^7^^^' 'n'dXrsl'r
n^e for T ro u ^ ^^ '^ "''*^^' ^7 jears of age, and if above thatage tor L50

; each freeman to trade for as much as he is able Rviuch open trading the company is increafed from 70 perlbns who Iyears ago. wholely drove the trade, to at leaft 500 traders.
'
^'

cxc^ufive'lolrfton?
• i^^^^^^^I^dia company's trade is managed by an

Sve theihrol.fr^
'"^^'"^ '' fo engroflcd, that about twelve peribnshave the abfolute manageraent of the whole trade, and about fortv oerfons divide the major part of the gains, and alfo approprk e to^hemdves a greater proht in a feparate trade, in muflc. ambe^grl ! &c an^till of late, m diamonds alfo : neither can they breed up any Urfon un

^^;[?,%^%°^,^^"^ trade andjointftock for money. ^ ^
^""^

be" ^?der their ^n'r«S^"/?
^"'^ ^^ '^^^^ ^'''''' ^^«" ^^e trade willDear, under their prefent difcouragements and checks from the Eaft-

m'embrora:^' Jh^fofo^l"^"^^^
^'^^^^ ^^^^ ^-'^^ «-^^ »^^^

iTubTic
^'' ^"^ adventure, with no d^najge to the

or DUE aoout i.370.000.* they find it more for their advantage to tradewith money at mtereft than to enlarge their ftock. and they h^avl there!for borrowed at leaft L650.000 on their common Veal, at the inconfiderrt. iable mtereft of 3 or 4 per cent, thereby trading with the trLfure of r^^^^nation, and dividing to themfelves what fums tLy pleafe n«^^^^^of the profit, but alfo out of the principal, as laft year when theldi

attmei;ft''''°°'
^'°"^' '' ^'^ ^^^ '^^ ^^^^ ow'ed awTeoc^ooo

fay?"th? in^rhT^"''
^,^"?'-/g«i'^ft this company, in this fame year,

iT;/a i^- *'°""P*^' °^ ^^^ years (1676-1681) they dividedL741.647. and m two months afterwards \hey doubed their ftock

onTj K^' K-T '" '" ^^'^ " '^47 produced from a capital of L-jo ooo*only, by which extravagant dividends, together with ab<»ve L,oo£^^^^^tor money borrowed at imereft. with prffents to couniirs and th^t'

Tt'w iu ator?t°«"^'
^'^^""^ ^'°"S^' '^'^ great difficu^e'fo

ycrthefVicove^ed a mM*''"'^^'^^ "u°P P^"^^*^ ^°^^°"^« "^<>n hs.yet tney recovered a little agam: although by icizing many of the mo-

y«rS /' :5:'
•"'"'"" *» ^' '«<"'^«*'l *!"» 'he duplication of the Indi. company', ftock i. the

Vol. II 4G
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gal's i^^ idradiog to Arabia, Ferfia, 8cc. that quarrel coft the company
in all about LSoovooo. uhujy •

Upon the whole, it is himbly hoped, that for reliefof the now-kar
guilhing, though moft ufeful and necefTary, Turkey trade, his majefty

will be graciottfly pteafed to permit to the Turkey company the exerciie

of trade in the Red fea, and all other the dominions of the grand fig-

nior, (i, e. Arabia and part of Africa) according to the large extent of

their charter, and ao^s thereunto, by the rooft convenient paff^cs,

i. e. round by the Cape of Good Hope,
.

•

More reafons ag^ainft the naaaagCfflcnt ^ the Eaft-j|a«j^a trade, umkar

die prefent joint fk>ck. .' ^r-Aif ,il "
< «/

I) The continuance of tlte flock, which has now lafted 94. years,

(i. e. from r<)57) is againfl: theur firft propofel in their preamble^ where-

by it is agreed, tha: at fevcn years end, die dock fllould be balanced

and divided, and a new fubfcription made : and that any perfons, at

the faid feven years end, might go out or come in upon a valuation

then to be made known : though no f\ich thmg be hitherto done.

II) They have i&ox over to India, throwftert, weavers, and dyers, and

have afluaHy fet up there a manufadure of filk, which, by iimruding

the Indiana in i^fe manufiidures, and by importing them fo made in-

to England, a aa ttnfpeakabk impoverifhmeat of ihe working people

v£ this king«iom.

ni) Tbot^b many ^f the firft fubfcribers have died off, yet diere is

BO liberty for young merchants to come in on a new fubfcription.

IV) The fo bng amtinuawe of the ftock is alfo a reafon that its

whole mana^mect is fallen into fo few hands.

V) They export great quantities of bullion, and a fmall quantity of

^th.
VI) Of the 550 who are members of the company, iM>t above one

fifth are merchants, and ,a« thefe laft are always of the commhtee,,

hence it cornea to pafs that many of the choiccfl goods arc fisnt home
on their private account, but feldom on account of the joint flock.

VII, Vlin As their prefcnt flock is too fcanty, fb new fubfcription*

lor two or thr< e millions would bring in more merchant** as well as

more mtmej to be employed, and alfo more fhips and mariners. At

p«efent they trade not at all to Perfia, Japan, Arrachan, Acheen, Su-

matra, Pegu, MadagafcaT, aR4 many other places within the limits of

their charter, though fuch places, if traded to, would not «aly take off

much <rf" ouir Englim commodities, but likewifc by trading there from

ant port to another, would vend 3 large proportimi of Indian commo-

dities, and the profit and bullion arifing thereby would, in a great mca-

fure, if not totally, prevent the ej[portation of bullion out of England.

IX) Laftly, the lenders of fo large a dead flock as above, L6oo,ooo,

at lo low an intereft as 3 per cent, venture the hajuud of ihcii priD**-
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trade, every adventurer hath as full a liberty, in proportion to his ftock,

as the governor, deputy, or any of the committees, the fame being not

to exceed one fifth part of his ftock ; and even that has been gradually

reduced every year, though per faltum it cannot be done, it not being

the work of a year^ nor a<en of an age or two, to build up an Eafl-

India trade to perfeBion^ though it may be dejiroyed in a day. This

truth is moft eminently vifible in the proceedings of the king of France,

who fpared no coft to obtain the beft advice in Europe, by immenfe re-

wards, premiums, &c. for the conftitution of his Eaft-India company

;

and yet we fee, that company makes very little of it : and even our own

company, although they had formerly a ftock of Li ,500,000 fterling,

advanced no farther in profits than 1 2^ per cent in fifteen years, i. e.

from 1 617 to 1632.

Though, inftead of eighty votes alleged to be now poflefled by fome

oije fingle perfon in the choice of the committees, we know of no one

that has fixty votes, yet it is moft reafonable, and has ever been prac-

tifed both in ours and in the royal African company, and every other

joint ftock, that each adventurer ftiould vote according to his ftock.

Even fince this complaint, which was firft ftarted about nine years ago,

there have been more great ftiips built by the company than were in

thirty years before, and alfo more woollen manufadlures exported : and

the Dutch Eaft-India ftock, which was at 580 per cent when ours was

but at 60 per cent, has fince ftood ftill, or rather declined, while ours

has advanced, fo as almoft to equalize theirs in value : and his majefty's

cuftoms are alfo more than doubled from our Eaft-India trade. The

company has alfo made many generous, chargeable, and fuccefsful, at-

tempts for obtaining a trade to Siam, Cochin-China, China, and Japan.

Ill) I. Our Eaft-India ftock now in trade is at leaft Li ,700,000 clear

of all our debts.

2. Our debt at intereft is about L55o,ooo, and has been reduced from

6 to 3 per cent : and fuch is the company's credit, that they cannot per-

fuade their creditors to take their money.

3. And your lordfliips, in the houfe of peers, did formerly refolve,

that the abatement of intereft tended to the increale of trade and the

advancement of the value of the lands of England.

With refpcd to the Turkey company's objedions againft the Eaft-

India company's importations of raw filk, plain wrought filk, and

wrought filks mixed with gold and filver, we fay,

1. As for raw filk, it is fo efl^ential for the good of the kingdom, that

"

it may well hold comparifon with our ftieeps wool and cotton wool.

2. Since our importation thereof our filk manufadures have increal-

cd from one to four.

3. With rclpcd to the quality of our India raw filk, it is the fame as

with all other commodities on earth, fome good, fome bad, and fome

indifferent.
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rJA J^'"
^'"^"gh' fi"^s from India are known to be the ftrongeft andmoft durable, as well as the cheapeft that come from any part of t^world and are generally re-exported from England to foreign parts

. 5. Wrought India filks. flowered and ftriped, do. we confel?. a Uit?eimpede the growth of our own filk manufadures. but not to that de
^g^ree, m any meafure, as the raw filk imported from India doth advance

6. If they could be effbaually forbidden from all parts, the EaA-IndUcompany would be glad to further an ad of parliament for that purpof?and alfo for the fuppreffion of French filks. fo much in wear in W'iand, though agamft a law in being.
'^

7. Wrought India filks. mixed with gold and filver, are not importedby us. but merely by our permiffion ; becaufe. if we fhould not permit

pa^rngtjkmgl'cTom 2;
" ""^' ^^ ^°^' '^ "^^^^^' ^^ -^^-^

8. With refped to our fending to India throwfters. weavers, and dv-
ers. the whole is a miftake. excepting only as to one or two dyers, ufu-
ally fent to Bengal, and to no other part of India ; and this for the na-uons as wel as the company's advantage, efpecially as to plain black
Inks, generally exported again.

r «v,is.

9. As to the Turkey company's requeft to deftroy what is efteemedby all foreigners the glory of the trade of England, (i. e. by extendingU^e Turkey company's trade to the Red fea. &c.) we cannot help ad!miring the confidence of the propofers.
Laftly. our Eaft-India company can prevent none by their charterfrom buying their flock, provided they wUl pay L5 for their admiflion.With relation to what the Turkey company adds, in the fecond partot their allegations, concerning a valuation of their ftock every feven

years, our Eaft-India company aver, that, purfuant to a general courtm the year 1664. their ftock was valued at the end of the firft feven
years at 130 per cent ; and, within a year and a quarter after, there was
SO per cent divided

; and a fecond valuation was afterwards made in thelame manner.
The Turkey company's other objedions are indeed fo trifling and in-

conclufive, that the Eaft-India company gives them ftiort anfwers. ap-
pealing at the fame time to their lordftiips for their weight &cFrom the allegations of thefe two rival companies we learn a great
deal of their hiftory

; and although both fides may have fomewhat ex-
aggerated m their own favour, it is neverthelcfs very eafy for the reader

iLt'^^TU^^^TJ" '"^ ^^^ '^^ ^''""•'^^ points in queftion betweentnem. l he Lait-India cc mpany. among their orher allegations, made
great complaints agamft the interloping ftiips for the laft three years

j

* The ufe of aU fuch manufaftures has Gnce been cffeftually prolabitcd. ^.
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and that as they were at Li 00,000 annnual expenfe for forts, foldiers,

&c. it would be impofllblc to carry on a profitable commerce if inter-

lopers were tolerated. Yet the interlopers went on with their voyages

to India ; one of whom, however, named Captain Thomas Sands, going

out with a cargo of L50,ooo value, was, at the company's requeft, ftop-

ped by the king ; and, after a long and curious trial, a decifion was
made by the chief-juftice Jeffreys in favour of the company ; fo that

the fhip and cargo were fold off, to the proprietor's great lofs : notwith-

flanding which the interlopers continued their voyages to India, being

encouraged by the opinions of fome of our greateft lawyers, who freely

declared, that the king could not legally obftrudl them by any charter

whatever granted to the company, unlefs their exclufive powers had the

fandtion of an aC^ of parliament. Neverthelefs, King Charles fent a fliip

of war to India for ihc protedlion of the company from interlopers and
pirates.

According to Voltaire, Louis XIV was at this time mailer of above i co
fhips of the line, feveral of which carried 100 guns, and fome more, and
of 60.000 failors. He conftrudted and fortified the famous ports of Toulon
and Breft at a prodigious expenfe ; and Rochefort alfo, in fpite of na-

ture, was made a place of trade and naval force.

So much had Colbert, the late prime minifter of France, applied him-
felf to the improvement of the naval affairs and commerce of France,

that the author of his life fays, that, in this year, the town of St. Malo
alone fet forth in one month 65 well-rigged fliips for the Newfoundland
fifliery, befides the fliips employed to the Levant, to Spain, and to the

Weft-Indies, and had alfo ten fliips oa the flocks.

PufFendorff obferves, that at this time the French king's revenue was

computed at 150 millions of livres ; whereas, he obferves, that in the

lafl age it did not amount to above nine or ten million, in the time

of Henry IV to 16 millions; and in the year 1639, / millions,

which vaft difference is chiefly to be afcribed to the different value of

money fince thofe limes, and partly alfo to the great taxes impofed on
the fubjecls.

Andrew Yarranton, in a work entitled England's improvement byJea

and laud, (2 V. 4to) afl'erts, that tin plates, (i. e. iron plates tinned over)

were now made in England through his means, he having been employ-

ed by fome gentlemen to go to Bohemia, where he learned the manner
of making them. When he returned home, he fet proper perfons to

work, who made better ones than any he had feen abroad, the metal

being better, and the plates more pliable. But a patent being obtained

by fome great man at court, who had fmelt out the fcheme, for the fole

making of them, that manufadlure was dropped by his employers, who
had with fo much charge made the difcovery.

That mauufadure remained for many years unpradifed in England,
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mfomuch, that among the projeds, called bubbles, of the year 1720, we
(hall lee, that this was made one of them ; yet, fince that year the ma-
nutaeture of tmned plates is brought to greater perfeaion in England
than m any other part of the world.
The proteftants in France being dayly more and mere pcrfccuted by

their moft chriilian monarch. King Qiarles was advifed by his council
to alue a proclamation, or order of council, promifing to all proteftants
who ftiould withdraw from France, ample privileges in England, where-
u[x»n confiderable numbers of them came hither, even before the final
revocation ot the famous edid of Nantes, in the year 1685.

So great was the ftrength and power of the Dutch in Eaft-India, at
this time, that Sir William Temple, who was well acquainted with their
attairs, obferves, that, befides the eftablifliraent or conouefts oftheir com-
pany there, they had, in a manner, ereded another ' fubordinate com-
monwealth in thole parts, where, upon occafion, they could bring to fea
40 or 50 fhips of war, and 30,000 landmen, by the loweft computa-
tion. ^

1682.—After the Englifh Hudfon's-bay company had. with much la-
bour, and charge in fadories and fettlements, eftablifhed their trade
with the natives, while they were building a fort at Port-Nelfon in the
fouth part of that bay, the French from Canada came privately and
fuddenly, with two {hips, into the river Nelfon, and furprized our com-
pany's men, difpofleffed them of that fettlement, and carryed them pri-
foners to Canada. This was the firft time that any French veflel had
ever failed into Hudfon's bay. But this piratical expedition was dif-
owned by the French king, who promifed fatisfadion to our company
though whether any adequate fatisfadion was really made, does not ap-
pear. Our company there alfo ereded a fort at Charleton ifle, whither
all the peltry, &c. were to be brought from the other fidories, for load-
ing the fhips for England. On Albany river, and on Hay's illand, were
forts and fadories alio fettled ; and the company fent urgent inftrudions
to their governors, by all means to endeavour to fave the great expenfe
they were put to in fending annual fupplies of provifions from England
by trying to raife com, &c. in that country. But this was foon tound
to be impradicable, by reafon of the intenfenefs of the cold, and long
winters there, which foon deftroys almoft every thing fbwed or plantedm It. They had by this time five fettlements there, viz. Albany river
Hay's ifland, Rupert's river. Port Nelfon. and New Severn.

*

In this year the Englifli Eaft-India company loft one of the beft fac-
tories which they had ever polfefled in all India, occafioned by a quar-
rel between the old king of Bantam and his fon. Our company took
part with the father, as the Dutch company, on the contrary, fidedwith
the fon, and lent their forces to his affiftance from Batavia, whereby
the old king was vanquiftied, and ftiut up in prifon. Hereupon the I
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young kinp; gave the Dutch pojfeffion of the caftle of Bantam, which
commanded both the town and port, whereupon that company drove
out the Englifh company's fadlors and fervants, and have ever fmce pof-

feflfcd the place. This is our company's account of that affair, concern-
ing which they had many difputes and coriiercncci with the agents of
the Dutch company ; and tlie later publifhed a pamphlet ut London in

1688, for their vindication, the fubftancewhereoi'is, that it was not the

Dutch, but the young king, who drove the Englilh from Bantam. On
the other fide, our company made it but too plainly evident, that the

young king was purely the Dutch company's inftruraent for that vio-

lence, which enabled them to engrofs the entire commerce of Bantam ;

for which end, and at the fame time, they got him to expei the French,
Danes, and Portuguefe, as alfo the fubjeds of the mogul, and of all

other Indian nations, although none of thele had been parties in the

quarrel with his father. Our company alleged, moreover, that the

Dutch had formerly pradhfed the like, in a fimilar cafe, at Macaflar,

and were now adually doing the lame, in a difpute between two rajas

on the Malabar coaft. It would be almoft endlefs, and alfo to very

little purpofe, to enlarge on the complaints of our company againft the

Dutch, for injuries done them in India, or the Dutch company's vindi-

cation in anfwcr to thofc complaints, ,and their aceufations, in their

turn, of wrongs done them by the Engliih company.

The Dutch, by obtaining the commRnd of Bantam, became entirely

maidcrs of the weft end of the gt^eat ifland of Java ; as Batavia had long

before given them a large dominion on the north fide of it. Yet, be-

fides the king of Materan on the fouth fide of Java, there are ftill feveral

other Icfler fovereigns remaining unfubdued by the Dutch company.
The Englifh Eaft-India company now began to fortify Bencoolen in

the great ifland of Sumatra ; by which important fettlement they have

preferved to England the pepper trade, which otherwife would h.^^-e

been loft to our company, after being driven from Bantam. This fort

coft our company for completing it, in about ten years time, no fmallcr

a fum than La50,000. .
,

1683.—It was about ;tbi$ time that the ufeful conveyance of letters

and parcels^by the pe^y-poft was firfl fct up in London and its lub-

urbs, by a'.private undertaker, named Murray, (an upholfterer by

trade) who nf'terward afTigned the fame to one Dockwra, who carried it

on.fuccefsfully for a number of years, till the government laid claim to

th^t pjojed, as conneded, and partly interfering, with the general poft-

office, which was part of the crown, revenue; :. was therefor annexed

to that revenue, in lieu of which Mr. Dockwra had a yearly penfion of

L200 fettled on him for life : but the firft mention we find of this re-

venue in the ftatute book was not till the year 171 1, as will be feen

under that year.
r
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Livres.

«» 5,566.633

It was in the year 1683 that moft authors reckon
France to have been in the meridian of power and glorv ;

for at this time the produce of the fcveral brandies of her
revenue was reckoned annually to amount to
And. in the opinion of many who have made Arid in-

qu.ry into her revenue fince that period, fhe feems tohave gradually funk in this rcfpea, fo that, according to
a well-written piece, in EngUlii. publirtied in 1742. en-
titled, an Enquiry into the revenue and trade of France
thr annual revenue in 1733 did not amount to more than 140.278,473

Difference between the years 1683 and ,733. . ~'^^o
~:i S^ti^^En^st;-;.:^^^^
his kingdom of men and money for his wars itZ n^L " ''"'"?•

fome. that ever fince his invafioj of Holland n .6^Ts reSe'^rfdually funk, and the price of French lands therewkh a fo Tr?k !ndfrom, foon after this time, expelHng a vaft number of h ? J,«a
'
^ r

trious proteftant fubjedls. who.Lfide's theLTof many ^fX^^^^^^^ried along with them their arts and induftry and7au7hr th. ;•

"±2%"'' "T" l^
P?^"'^' ^^^^^-^ them.'almoft : Sd^^VrSmanufadures; hereby It was, that France foon began to feel a Treataba^tement of her exports of manuiaaures. both to^EngLd tnd'Hol!

m fterling
nufadured
about

but now none at all.

2 With lineti, fail-cloth, and canvas, to about L700 000 •

but fince the high duties we have laid on French g^Jsamounting to a prohibition, thefe are partly manufalured
at home and partly imported from Holland, Germany andRuflia (and more lately fmm Scotland and IrelandWho
take off our own goods in return. Dedudinir. thereforabout L2oo,ooo for French cambrics, which? b Ur^e ofpeace are faid to come by way of Dunkirk, &c. the clewannual lofs to France, in this article, will be

3. In beaver hats, in glafs, watches, and clocks
(bmce entirely our own manufadures, of which we

alio export a great quantity.)

at hnir.^^Pf ^^'"a^^°^''
°^ ^^^^^ ^^ "«^ "^^ke much

at home, and the reft we take of Holland and Genoa -
5^^In u-on ware, which we formerly bad from Auvergne,

4H

money, of
L6oo,ooo

500,000
220,000

90,000
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bu»- now make better and cheaper at Birmingham, Sheffield,

&c. and of which alfo we export immenfe quantities to our
plantations, as well as to fundry parts of Europe,

6. In {balloons, tammies, &c. from Picardy and Cham-
paignc, now made better at home, of which alfo much is

exported - _ _ _ _

7. In French wines, inftead of which we now take thofe

of Portugal in return for our own manufadures,
8. In French brandies, 2000 tons, (which is lefs than for-

merly, owing to the great improvement of our own diflil-

lery, and to the much increafed tafte for plantation rum) at

L40 per ton, - _ _ _

40,000

150,000

200,000

80,000

Total lofs per annum to France, by England's great im-
provement in manufadures, and turning her imports into

more profitable channels, _ -_ _ Li,880,000

With refped to the Dutch, they had formerly but few, and moftly
inconfiderable, manufadures of their own ; they contented themfelves
with being the common carriers of the manufadures of France and
other parts of Europe from one country to another, and their immenfe
fifhery ; but now they make vaft quantities of rich filks and velvets, be-
f des their woollen, linen, and paper, manufadures, &c. So that (accord-
ng to Mr BuTriih's ylccotint of the Dutch trade) they do not, in our times,

take off above half the quantity from France they formerly did, or
about

2. In hats (mod of their finer ones coming from Eng-
gland) they liave abated about _ _ _

3. The like in glafs, clocks, watches, and houfchold fur-

niture, (chiefly of late years from England) faved about

4. The hke of frmges, gloves, and paper,

5. Linen, canvas, and fail-cloth, - _ _

6. Saffron, foap, woad, honey, and woollen yarn, abated

about - _ - >

Total of the former Dutch imports leffened yearly, -

Total dccreafe of Kn^^lifi^i and Dutch imports from France
yearly, fince about the vtur 1683,

L6oo,ooo

217,000

160,000

260,000

165,000

300,000

1,702,000

13,582,000

It fo great a lofs conld be exadly afcertaincd, which is not here pre-

tended to. iliough probably near the marl:, and ccnfidering alfo all the

f.rlier condud of Louis XIV, we are nor n.uch to be llirpriied at the

decreafe of tlie French revenues, even j'fter allowing much for tlu- late

great increafe of rhe commerce of the French American colonies, and
alio of tlicir territory bv the addition of Lurrain.
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t

The Englifli int-erlopers to Eaft-India hernml^o- r^ ,.«

me, fo ledrefnng injuries and wrongs committed on the high fe.s within their hmits, a court ofjudicature might be ereded hv ?.mmsmsm
ssmmsmm^iy to rneir contract with the company when they went to leffl*. th^--

however, at this time lold from 360^0 500 per cen
'''^"

This year the Turks, mitigated by Louis XIV of 'prance ind hv ^h.

railed -.nH t»,^ T, , r 1
^""P*^*'''! aim), whereby the lieee was

oimauti as, tar as, and m lome parts farther than, the Romr.n
4H 2
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empire in its meridian glory, northward, eaftward, and fouthward, now
received a confiderable check ; but they have never yet been able to

get ground weftward, maugre all their bold efforts againft the eaftern

ihores of Italy, and alfo in this and the preceding renowned fiege of
Vienna.

This year, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, a phyfician, and one Robert Mur-
ray, both great projedors, made a mighty ftir with their fchemc of ;>.

bank, for circulating bills of credit on merchandize to be pawned there-

in, and for lending money to the induflrious poor on pawns, at fix per
cent interefl : yet it came to nothing.

This year King Charles fent Lord Dartmouth, attended by the able

Mr. Pepys, fecretary of the admiralty, with 20 fhips of war, to demolifh
the town, caflle, and mole, of Tangier, and to choke up its harbour. It

was faid to be very flrong when the Portuguefe delivered it up to Eng-
land in the year 1662, but King Charles rendered it almofl impregna-
ble. He, for the fecurity of its haven and fhipping, conflruded a fu-

perb mole, the extremities whereof run out 600 yards into the fea ; and
its flones were as flrongly cemented together as if it had been one en-
tire rock, infomuch, that they were forced to drill it in many parts, and
fo to blow it up piece-meal, whereby it took up fix months in its entire

demolition. The mole had been made extremely commodious for our
fhipping and commerce, by reafon of its fituation on the African fide of
the Straits.

1684.—In April 1684 Lord Dartmouth returned to England with
the garrifon, artillery, and flores. As fundry towns on the fame fhore

are ftill held by Spain and Portugal, Tangier would probably, at this

day, have been lefs an objed of jealoufy to the other European powers
than Gibraltar is on the oppofite fliore : but whether its harbour and
fituaticn on thr fouth fhore, where the current is faid to run much
ftronger into the Straits than on the oppofite fhore, would have in all

refpeds equally anfwered our commercial and political ends, is a point
we will not prefume to determine. Yet we imagine it will fcarcely be
denied, that our retaining it, along with Gibraltar, would have been a

confiderable additional fecurity to our commerce, and poffibly alfo an
augmentation of our naval power and influence, by keeping conflantly

a fquadron of fiiips in fo fecure a port. Leaving this point, however,
for flatefmen to determine, we fhall only add what fome hiflorians far-

ther relate, viz. that the rubbifh of the demolifhed mole, and of the

walls of the town, being thrown into the harbour, has fo effedually

choked it up, that it can never hereafter be a commodious port, which,
however, is at leaft doubtful till a trial fhall be attempted. Mr. Burchett,

in his Naval hiflory, relates, ' that by our king's diredion there were
* buried amongfl the ruins a confiderable number of milled crown
' pieces of his majefty's coin, which, poflibly many centuries hence

4
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' r/?he'Brl.'(l° ^"^^.^^^^"g/fj'
that that place was once a member

»!, ! I / • ^'"F'"^- And,(let us juft fubjoin) who can tell but

InL 'v'^-'V' "Y ^''^""^^'^ '^' ^"^^^^« «f ^he Britifh empire to re-aflume its right to that ports ? More efpecially, if what is faid by fomebe true, that the foundation of its demoHfhed mole, as well as^fTt!wal s, remain entire, and that it is very polFible for its haven to be enarely cleared of the rubbifh. Profeflbr Oakley, in his Account of fouth

Tafii tn h''^ff
^"^^' '' "°"'^ ^' ^^ ^"^^"-P"^^ ^°"h attempting, andeafily to be effeded, to recover the place again. For, fays he if 2000

ZX7ZT l^' r^ ^^"^
r""

°^' "^^ -'i '-« bomb'-ketch
. the^might make themfelves mafters of it in twenty-fbur hours time • for

S^v wi?hi^r"'
'^' fcore of bombs, not one fLl of the MoorTwo^Jd^ay withm the town, and then the foldiers might land at pleafure whowould have nothing elfe to do but to plant their guns on the wa Is' Indby night to empty a few places of the ditches that are filled

thnul ^^''"l ^^^T I"^f"^=^^aged their Eaft-India company : forthough they kept up the figure of a great fociety, yet, upon a full fta?e

outh!ifr""'^'^T' " ?°^ plainly appeared 'tlV had aduaily r^m

rpfoltL '?"'•' ^^ "^°^' L30o,ooo fterling. Whereupon it wa^

thod nf 'h
P"^^l^^%^°"^P^"y "Pon a new bottom, laying afide the method of chambers of diredors in the fea-ports. which had been fet ud

•n I'^T^'J'
1'^' "^^'^ ^°^P^^y' ^^d ^° Pl-ce its entire nianLmen?in twelve diredors refiding at Paris, with proper falaries Thf^om

Egatr'^ndS? '^^''
'^'T'^'^'

^h^- ^propertr^f thliflanH?madagalcar
,
and heir king, m the year 1685, in confirming their newW kTh'^^'T ^^ ji^f^y -^her to reVume MadagaVar? o?"oleave it in his hands, and they chofe the later. There were fundrv

Tdt'to 16^8^;"^'
misfortunes, as their war with HoIlanS^

1672 to 1678. he mercenary management of their fervants in Indiaand efpecially then- intermeddling fo boldly, agreeably to the gen us ofthei nation, m the aftairs of the kingdom of Siam, wherebyfhe k ngof Siam was murdered in Ins palace, and the French garrifon totally de?ftroyed, afi:er they had been ai the expenfe of fending thither a fquadron

ne ^/PYr^^\^t^"^-^-f-'
f-- --king that king mofe abfo ute tlan hepeople hked him to be. and flattered themfelves with converSng aUSiam to their chnfiian religion. This was the ftate of that compLvwhen Font-Ghartram fucceeded Colbert: as prime minifter. He was fa;from being a friend to this company, as will briefly appear hSeafterIn this year we have the lord chief^juftice Polleien^^argument as* ^termed, printed in a fuit brought b^ the Eaft-India company aganftThomas Sands, who had fitted out a fliip for India without being " -

r 8 F2^ f ^o'^Paay. I ft. Sands in his defence, pleaded a ftamu.
[18 Edw. Ill, c. 3] whereby it is enaded, that the feus fliall be onentor all merchants to pafs with their merchandize wherever they pleafe
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2dly. Tlie ftatute [21 Jac. I, c. 3] declaring all monopolies to be aeainft
the common law. 3dly, That the grant of any fole trade whatever is
contrary to magna charta. [9 Hen. Ill, c. 30] and to divers other antient
ftatutes. as 25 Edzv III, c. 2. 2 Ric. II, c. i . and 1 1 Rk. U, c. 7. both
which enad, that all letters-patent and commands. 10 the contrary of
the fiyedom of commerce. {],all be void. Then he proceeds to Hiew
that the halt-India company is a true monopoly, as deffcnbed by our
lawbooks, and IS not like the Turkey, Ruifia. and Hamburgh com-
panies, where there is no joint ftock, but every- member ules his own
trade buys and fells his own commodities, and has his own fervants
and factors. Thefe companies only order what fliips ftall go, but leave
to every member to fend his merchandize at his own will and pleafure •

and no man is refufed to be free of their companies that has a mind'
paying fome fmall fum for his freedom. But this body-politic, the in-
yifible corporation, trades perhaps for a million fterling yearly. The
laft three fales that they made cume to Li, 800,000, and nobody hath
thefe coramodiues but they. No man can vote in their company un-
lefs he has L500 ftock, which cofts above L1500. In ftiort, his lord-
fhjp laboured, not unfuccefsfully, to prove the company to' be a true
monopoly, and Sand^ to be innocent, as the company was not eftablifti-
ed by any ad of parliament. Yet the king's order for the {hip not to
fan obhged Sands, after a year's fufpenfe, to fell his ftiip and cargo with
great lofs. The fhips and goods of fome other interlopers, as they were
then ftiled, were likewife feized and confilcated in the following reignm the years 1686 and 1687: but they took out no licence from the
company. All which was decided diredly againft the fpirit and maxims
of car common law, purely for fupporting a lawlcfs prerogative in the
crown, which, under another monarch, fix years after tliis time, was
agreed to be legally difclaimed.

About this time, (according to Dr. D'Avenant'sE% upon ways and
meins ot iupplymg the war, London, 169s) the poor-rate, or the ex-
penfe of maintaining the poor of England, came to about L665,ooo
yearly

: and, England, being certainly richer than it was then, it is the
general opinion, that in our days it cofts the nation about a million of
money. And it is much to be feared, with our author, that as this
money is managed in moft places, inftead of relieving fuch as are true-
ly poor and impotent, which the laws defign, ir ferves only to nourifh
and contuiue vice and lloth in the nation. Such a patriot fpirit may.
It IS to be hoped, lome time or other ftart up in the great council of
the nation, as ftiall be able to devife an eftedual means of obviating the
too juft objedions againft the nrefent IkpuI nietl " ' ng for our
poor lo as to lave to the nation the greateft part of the expenfe, and at
the lame time find ufetul employment for the mateft part of the poor
now maintained in floih at the public expenfe."

'
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exerri-c y, ?"'^.' '" *^^ plenitude of his power, delighted to
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humble compliance with thefe and fuch articles, Louis condefcended to
permit this miferably fhattered people to exift as a free fta^e. The un-
paralleled article of obliging the reigning doge of Genoa, who repre-

fents the majefty of the republic, to leave the feat of fovereignty, and
in his robes of ftate to abafe himfelf before the grand monarch, occa-
fioned a well-knovrn witty reply of that doge to a queftion of a French
courtier, who afking him, which was the greateft rarity of all the fine

things he had feen at Paris ? (which, after his humiliation, Louis had
commanded to be fliewn to him) facetioufly replied, that he thought
himfelf the greateft rarity he had feen at Paris.

1685.—We are now come to the famous revocation of what was be-
fore deemed the perpetual and irrevocable edid of Nantes, by which
the proteftants in France enjoyed the free and public exercife of their

religion ; a revocation which, on one hand, proved very lamentable to
many hundred thoufands of honeft and innocent people in that king-
dom, more efpecially to fuch as by age and infirmities were difabled

from feeking an afylum elfewhere: but which, on the other hand, was
productive of much good to almoft all the proteftant countries of Eu-
rope, but more efpecially to the commerce of Holland and England,
while it greatly diminifhed that of France, and deprived her of great

fums of money carried away by thofe refugees into other countries.

It is neither our province nor intent to defcribe Louis's motives for

fetting on foot a cruel perfecution of fo many of his beft and moft in-

duftrious fubje<2s, of which fo much has been written and publifhed in

moft European languages, our projier province being purely to ftiew its

very confiderable influence on the commerce and manufadures of the
other nations of Europe. The people, whom Louis thus violently forced
out of his kingdom, were, generally throughout all France, the beft mer-
chants, raanufadurers, and artificers, of that kingdom. There are very
various accounts of the total number of them : thofe who reckon up
all who retired from France fome time before, as well as immediately
upon, and alfo fome years after, this revocation, go fo high as one mil-
lion of men, women, and children. Poflibly this may be fomewhat
over-reckoned. Others, reckoning only thofe who withdrew immedi-
ately upon the revocation, make them only fomewhat more than 300,000
perfons. Thofe who had moft money retired into England and Holland ;

but ae moft induftrious piirt of them fettled in Brandenburgh, where
they introduced the manufadures of cloth, ferges, ftuffs, druggets, crapes,

caps, ftockings, hats, and alfo the dying of all forts of colours. They
were in number about 20,000 at firft, but they foon irultiplied : and
foon alfo made ample returns to their generous benefador the eledor
Frederick William. Berlin now had goldfmiths, jewellers, watchmak-
ers, and carvers : and fuch as were fettled in the open country planted
tobacco, and variety of fruits and pulfe. Others make the total num-
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the throne, had Li 5.000 yearly fettled on fuch as either were perfony
of quality, or were througli age, &c. unable to fupport themfelves r

which allowance is now reduced, as there are very few proper objeds
for it left alive. To the French refugees England owes the improve-
ment of fundry manufadures of flight woollen fluffs, of filk, linen,

paper, glafs, hats, (the two lafl fmce brought to the utmofl perfedlion

by us.) The filks called alamodes and luflrings were entirely owing to

tliem ; alio brocades, fatins, black and coloured mantuas, black padua-
foys, ducapes, watered tabbies, black velvets ; alfo watches, cutlery-ware,

clocks, jacks, locks, furgeons inflruments, hard-ware, toys. &c.
The two firft kings of Pruffia caufed coUedlions to be made for them

throughout their dominions ; they alfo fettled ftipends on their clergy,

built them churches, granted them immunities from taxes and offices.

Thofe princes adually placed their agents on the confines of France to

condudi the refugees to Brandenburgh, and bear their expenfes all the

way. They alfo fettled great numbers of them in their new kingdom
of Prudia, which was then but thin of people, where they had lands

afligned them, gratis and tax free, as alfo in Brandenburgh : in Berlin

they have fmce built many new flreets, and greatly improved the whole
country, by manufadures, arts, agriculture, &c. Thofe kings divided

them into colonies, and appointed them Tnagiflrates of their own.
The great eledtor Frederick William allowed them a yearly penfion

of 40,000 crowns ; he brought in the ufe of pofl-houfes, till then un-
known in Germany. The ftreets of his towns were paved and lighted

by lanthorns ; for till then the courtiers were obUged to go on flilts to

Potfdam, when the court refidcd there, becaufe of the heaps of dirt in

the flreets.

' Nothing,' fays the author of Memoirs of ihe Dutch commerce,
' has increafed the inhabitants as well as manufadures of Holland fo
' much as the French protellant refugees, who were almofl all of them
' mercha'its and artifans.' And even this French and popifh bifhop

adds, that ' whenever trade is clogged or conflrained in any country,
' it will retire to other countries where it can have more fafety.' The
author of the liiftory of the edict of Nantes, obferves, ' that the li-

' berality of the flate -general of the United Netherlands to thofe in-

' nocent refugees was fo great, that it c;in fcarcely be too amply de-

'.fcribed. 1 hey fettled a fund for an incredible number of penfions
' to military officers, gentlemen, and rainillers, and for fupplies to vir-

' gins and ladies of quality. Great fums alfo were railed for fupport-
* ing their poor, for whom liberal coUedioDs were made in all their

' towns and villages : and the prince and princefs of Orange were
' bright examples of that charity, both before and after they became
* monarchs of Britain. The prince of EaA Frileland alfo teftified his

* zeal for their relief.'

3
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mili?f. J ^' °^ ^u"r ^^^ ^ "• ^- ^'^ %^' t^^^t near 50,000 fa-milies eft trance m the fpace of three years, and were aftemards followed by others, who introduced their arts, mauufadures. and richeamong ftrangers
:
that almoft all the north part of Germany (a countryh therto rude and void of induftry) received a new face from theS

lace hats
''£1^?'

'"''"'f^''^
'^'^''' P^°P''"g ^"^"-^ ^i^i«' ^'hcre fluff,

in thofrciunmer'' '^ '"^""'^ ^"^"^ ^"^^^' ^^^'^ ^^" '"^^e

Neither were the proteftant cantons of Switzerland lefs kind andbountiful to fuch of thoie good people who took flicker amongfl them

them^'Trf
'"" ''"\''''^ "^'^^^^^y- "^^ ^^^^ ^'-'"li"g PenfionsTnthem In a few months after this revocation, the city of Genevadoubled her inhabitants

: yet. lefl France fliould refent if, her mStrates were obliged to fend them away again. The landgravcofSCairel received them in great numbers, and was extremely kind to themEven the lutheran princes received them kindly, and erJded chu cl S*fchools. and hofpuals. for them, particularly the princes of Luneibu gl

'

the free cities of Germany, the margrave of Bareith. &c. They hi*fliort fpread themfelves throughout every other part ;f Europe w^l'ie^any degree of fi-eedom or toleration of private judgment in imtte of

V^T"":u f^'^'f' " ^" ^^^'"^^''' Norway Sweden Livon Pokind and Ruflia. Some even wandered as far as our American colokies •

th r beneSo ri
"''' -c<:-ed they became a fubftantial bleffing otheir benefadois by improving their trade and manufadures : more-over, many of them havmg been eminent merchants, fuch of thof^whofixed in England and Holland, fettled correfpondences all over the woTldgreatly to the increafe of commerce. '

.

On this interefting fubjeCt we can fcarcely judge it a digrefllon to

tree-dom of toleration of religion. ' as being highly conducive to themcreafe of commerce preferving our people at home, and al ur

W

ftrangers to come and fettle with us : fo.V adds he. ' all civiLed peo?pie mull be fuppo ed to pitch upon fome outward fervice of God as
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* fliould be far from compulfion, either by ipiritual or bodily punifli-
* ments. How prejudicial fuch coercive pradices are, efpecially in rich
* trading cities, Lubeck, Cologne, and Aix-la-Chapelle, may inftrud us,
* where both the rulers and lubjeds of thofe lately fo famous cities
' have, fince the reformation, loft moft of their wealth, chiefly by fuch
compulfion in religion ; many of their inhabitants being thereby driv-
en out, and ftrangers likewife difcouraged from coming to refide in

* them.'

In this firft year of King James IT an ad of parliament [c. 4] granted
to him new duties on tobacco and fugar ; and this, we muft obferve,
vi^as the firft time that tobacco and fugar of our own colonies were par-
ticularly taxed by name ; there being till now only i2d per pound (or

5 per cent on their value) laid on them, under the general name of
poundage, as on all other imported goods : but fince this time thofe
two moft valuable commodities have proved very confiderable aids to
the nation in its revenue.

French merchandize being prohibited to be imported into England
in the year 1678, as we have feen, for three years to come, and to the
end of the next feftion of parliament, and there having been no parlia-
ment during the remainder of King Charles II's reign. King James IT,

in the very beginning of his reign, having great occafion for the friend-
ftiip of the French king for enabling him to accomplifh the two grand
points he had in view, viz. the eftablifliment of popery and of defpotic
power in England, got an aft of parhament pafled [c. 6] abfolutely re-
pealing that prohibition ; whereupon enfued an inundation of French
commodities, to the value of above four millions fterling, within the
cornpafs of lefs than three years, whereby all the evils formerly com-
plained of were renewed, infomuch that the nation would have been
foon beggared, had it not been for the happy revolution in the year
1688, when all commerce with France was effedually barred.

It appears from the cuftom-houfe books that the linen alone imported
in the year 1686 was valued at no lefs than L398,6ii : 14 : 10, befides
clandeftine importations thereof : and at a medium of three years, viz.

1686-7-8, there were annually imported from France 18,150 tons of
wine, and 4000 of brandy.
And in the fame three years there were upon an average imported

annually from France,

Linens to the value of
Luftrings and alamodes
Other filk fabrics

Paper - _ _ _

[Britijh merchant, pp. 319, 325.]

Such,, however, was the kindnefs of Louis in return, that but two
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not a little written both in England and Holland on the fubjed of mak-
ing fea-water frefli. Propofals were made, and patents granted, for the
fame, as being of fo great a benefit to failors on long voyages

; yet even
to this day, notwith (landing fundry later propofals, there has been no
efFecftual progrefs made therein.

In this firft year of King James IPs reign, he coined gold of 22 car-
rais fine and two carrats allay into L44 : 10 by tale per lb. of gold,
viz. into pieces of 10, 20, and 40/, and L5 pieces : and his filvcr coins
contained in a pound weight of the old ftandard 62/ by tale, viz. crowns,
half-crowns, fliillings, fixpences, groats, twopences, and ^lence. The
ftandards the fame as in our days.

Pope Innocent XI, being indebted 40 millions of Roman crowns,
(equal to about 1 1 millions fterling) executed a fcheme of redudlion,
probably copied from what had been done by the ftates of H'>lland in
the year 1655, as we have fhewn under that year.

The pope finding that his public debts, though bearing only 4 per
cent Intereft, were now fjld fo high as 122 per cent, in the firft place
took care to provide thre( or four millions of crowns in ready cafli, and
thereupon iflued a declaration, that fuch as would for the future be fa-

tisfied with an intereft of 3 per cent, {hould declare their confent by a
limited time ; and that fuch as chofe rather to be paid off their princi-
pal debt, might come and receive it. This option made all the cre-
ditors accept the propofal of continuing at 3 per cent, by payments of
one h.-jf per cent every two months, rather than take their principal
money : and it feems, though the intereft was thus reduced, the prin-
cipal, in a very fliort time after, rofe at market to 1 12 per cent. [£/-
jhop Burnetts Letters ami travels.]

This is the lecond inftance of the good fuccefs of a national finking
fund in Europe.

The king of France, obferving that the great extent of the limits of
the Senegal company (no lefs than about fifteen hundred leagues of the
coa ft of Africa) excluded all his other fubjeds from trading in negro
ftaves for the ufe of the French Weft-India colonies, now eftabliftied a
new Guinea company, with an exclufive right for twenty years to trade
in iiegroes, gold duft, &c. between the river Sierra Leona and the Cape
of Good Hope ; the coaft from Sierra Leona to Cape Blanco being re-
ftrved to the Senegal company.
On this occafion it will be no digrefllon to remark the great altera-

tion which the tranfplantation of animals, as well as of vegetables, makes
by the diftl-rence of climate, air, latitude, &c. The Portuguefe fettled

in Angola, &c. on the African coaft, in a few generations gradually
contract the compledion of the natives, even their woolly hair, thick
lips, and flat nofca ; and negroes born in Euro^^c become gradually more
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ight^oloured * Our Englifh maaiff-dogs are known to degenerate onthe comment Spaniih horfes do the fame in the Snanifli Weft-Indies
yet HI ChiU alone they are faid to meliorate the breed. By tranfolant-mg the vmes on the hanks of the Rhine the rich wine of the CaLweswas fidl produced. Some % alfo. that from the fame vine. trarSam^cd a lecond umeto the Dutch colony at the Cape of Good Hope h-

,

been produced that moft delicious Cape wine ; though others thikk ifprung from a Burgundy vine. The China oranges, which are fent ifuch immenfe quantities from Portugal all over Europe, came Original

'

from a China plant, and have fince been tranfplantc^d and prXr inSpam and Italy. And the like may be obferved of many other fruitsplants, and vegetables, which, through the advantages of cUmerce a dSS. '" ''' '°""^"" °' ^"^^^^ "°^ enjoy.^hough unkno:n "to

Although the Englilh Eaft-India company's affairs were faid at thisume to have been fo profperous. that their profits in nine years timt

I dfTunLbl^ '' TT;"^ ^" \963A39. yet. as airthingronearth are unftable, a reverfe of fortune happened at this very time
It feems the Indians had killed fome of the company's people atHughley. xn the bay of Bengal, and that thereupon thei g3norcommenced war againft the mogul.

governors

The company alleged, that the proper origin of this war was the falfereports mduftnoufly fpread by the interloj^rs againft them fuch ITthat the company was fallen under the difpl^afure^f our ki^g at m^'nation at home was under great difturbances. and that theythemfelv

^^nv f't^'"'^
'"''? '^'' ^^"« ^^'^P-'^^y- Thev alfo had corrupted

r^ Bonlv .'nTT^ ' ^J"'r/
"^^^^^y ^ ^^^^'^ had been occafilfn dat Bombay, and alio at St. Helena, where they fet up for themfelvesThe company farther urged, that this dividing of the EnglilhTmSm India made the mogul's governors and rajas break throSghaU theirannent engagements and ftipulations with the company, .^d ceprTvethem of many valuable privileges in India, and allb ext .. .reatTmsot money trom both parties: for the company alleged thut the in er!

rade
,
they having, moreover, formerly given a handle to the Dutchto expell the company fVom Bantam in the year 1682.

Mr. Ant^crfon has here fallen into an errorn common with many others, who, proceeding
upon mifreprtfcntations, or theories iin.iLnned by
themfelves, or imphcitly adopted from others, have
neglo'ted real farts. Bi.t it is a certain and well-
known truth, that white people never become black
or woolly, ncnhcr do negroes become while, by
the .nfluence of climate. The defeendants of the
til It negroes, who wetc carried to the coldell re-
pons of North-America, are as black and as wool.
ly as their African anccllors were. The H.fccnd-
aiits of the fitil white men who fettled in the Well-

Indies, // Ion, of wLile -women. Have nothine in
con.raon with the negroes in their ptrlons. The
cliange efTerted upon the Portiig.ufe on t!ie Afti-
can coall proceeds lolily and entirely from cop.i.
ation with black women, whereby i, |<, ,.r per.
haps %}^. of their blood, are deiived tiom negro pa.
rentage. A contrary change has ui many inltanceg
been elTiaed u, the Wel'.-Indies, where ionie,.
whofe grcat-prreat-grandmothers were neg.oes, can-
not now be aiitinguilhed by the ey^- from ceuuin*
whiiij men. M.
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All thefe confiderations being laid before King James, and it being
apprehended, that, unlefs fome effediial care was fpeedily taken, the
whole Englifh intereft in India would be utterly loft, a (hip of war was
immediately difpatched to India, with orders to leize all interlopers, and
therewith a proclamation from the king for all his fubjeds in India to
repair to the company's forts and fadories, and to fubmit to their jurif-
flidion. The company alfo fent out feveral warlike fliips for the fame
purpofe. Laftly, for corroborating the whole, on the 12th of April
J 686 the king granted them a new charter, (being their fixth fince the
reftoration) wherein he recites at large the five preceding charters, and
fubjoins, * that whereas feveral perfons, in contempt of thofe charters,
* have of late years prefumed, without licence from the company, to
' fend out (hips and to trade within their limits, to the company's great
' damage and the deftrudion of that trade : he, well weighing how
highly it imports the honour and welfare of the realm to redrefs fuch
diforders, and to improve that trade to the utmoft ; and being fully

' fatisfied that the fame cannot be maintained and carried on to na-
* tional advantage but by one general joint ftock, and that a loofe and
' general trade will be the ruin of the whole ; being alfo latisfied that
the trade has been managed by the company to the honour and pro-
fit of this nation, and being defirous to encourage the company in
their difficult and hazardous trade and adventures to thofe remote

•' parts, he ratifies all the preceding charters in their favour forever,
' and in their fuUeft extent, notwuhftanding any nonufer, mifufer, or

I

abufer; and farther, grants to the company, and their refpedive
prefidents, agents, chiefs, and councils, in India, or to any three of

' theni, (whereof fuch prefident, agent, or chief, to be one)' power to
adminifter to all perfons employed by the company the oath taken

' by every freeman of the company, and fuch other lawful oaths as
' their court of diredors ihall appoint. The ufe of the martial law fhall
' extend to the ifland cf St, Helena, and to the company's fort of Prya-
* man on the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as to their other limits.
And farther, underftanding that many of the native princes and go-
vernors of India, &c. taking opportunity from the divifions, diftrac-

' tions, or rebellions, amongft the Englifti, occafioned by the late licen-
* tious trading of interlopers, have of late violated many of the com-
' j.any's privileges, furprilcd their fervants, ft)ips, and goods, befieged
' their fadories, invaded their liberties, and have many other ways,
* without juft caufe, abufed their chiefs and fadors, to the nation's dii-

honour
:
for all which the company intends to demand fatisfadion in

' a peacc:i!)le way ; and, if not obtained that way, to ufe force of arms,
' wlierein they will have occafioa to ufe tlicir ftiips in a warlike man-
ner ; therefor the king hereby grants full power to the company

' to appoint admirals, vice-admirals, rear-admirals, captains, &c. from



A. D, 1685. 625
time to time, who may raife and mufter feamen and foldlers onboardtheir Hups as flial be direded by the company, or by their caoSngeneral in India, who may feize on and compell all Englifh' nterfonPrc"to fubmit, and may take their fhips and goo'ds ; altZZZtTZfuch Indian princes as may hurt the company And in timTJ

' ^sonhnd ?.^'^'' ""^^'^^
"'"'.'f^

law onboard their fliips, as welTas on land
;
referving, however, hberty to the king, at pleafure torey^'^^'^^^

^T- "J
"^'"^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^"F- The coS^panT^na^

' nHn. f'^; 'f"''
^""' anyfpecies of money ufually coined by^he

' ofS '°^' ^^""tries only, fo as it be agreeable to the ftandard^of thofe princes m ^yelght an 1 finenefs , and that they do not coSaiiy European money
; and that all fuch money fo to be coined bv

^

hem, and not otherwife, Ihall be current in any city, town! pon orplace, within the company's limits.' ^
"wn, port, 01

1 686 In confequence ofthe great power given to the companybvthi,charter, they proceeded rigoroufly againft the interlopers, who on theother hand, by their abettors and agents, did not fail to raife a greatclamour againft the company, who. however, continued in the exercifeof thofe powers till after the acceflion of King William to"he thrm'e
'

As Jama^a was hitherto principally inhabited by the military menand their offspring, wiio had poflelTed it ever fince it w^ SkTL^Uyear 1656. thofe people, as generally difliking agr aUuT Sook themfelves to cruifing againft the Spaniards on the American fbas even ,f^:

LT.l"%'r\'°"'^^".'?
b"-- England and Sp^Tt Amerta -and allured by the wealth acquired thereby, they continued twfnl 1

pradvce throughout all the reign of King Charlel 11 and to ^hL
^^'^

and got the appellation of thfbuccaneL o-Jan La W^^bold exploits againft the Spanifh towns, and ports in Mex co &c would

itX ""'" '"'"'"""''' ^''^^ '^'y "^^.^'^^^ '°^ ^-" l^"«-n byb^tW
In this year the French, though at neare with Fnn-in^^ • r

marched from Canada over l.nd.^nd fu'i^H^e^ .^oT^^^^^^^^^^^
company's forts, lo that there only remained to us the fort at Port-Ne^

In November, this fame year, the kings of England and France coneluded a treaty of peace and neutrality for America, whereby,
Ait.cles I, II) It IS agreed, that there ftall be between th;m a firm

T he fm.cious ami dcfpenite valour, and the
adunilhmg liicccfTefl, of the buccaneers, iinirk the
Spamaids with fuch a tenor, that they abandonedM tlioi.iji.ts of i.avigatioii ; and, r.gardlcfs of what
lliey owul to their fauie, their iiuerell, and their
l>o icy, tli.v Kave thcnifdvca up to a habitual in-
UolcMcf, wliich has ever iincc been the bai,e of all

Vol. II.

t .e.r colon.es. Such were the wonderful, miport-
«"t. and permanRUt, cffeds produced by a hand,
f.. ot delperadcu.-,,. [See R,y„,J, Hijl!phUof. a
r/Zl ^'' ^- '^-^ '' ^'"^ ".dudry and vigouro the Spa.uards were equal to the local ad,°int.

tl« y .uoiic would drive tlie trade of the world M
4K
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peace, as well in South as in North America, in both continents and

iilands, by fea and land ; and that no fhips of either nation fhall be per-

mitted to invade or attack the dominions of the other in America.

Ill) Nor fliall any foldiers, or armed men, living either in the Eng-

7;Qi or French American iflands and colonies, commit any adt of hoftil-

ity or damage to either party ; nor fliall they give any afliftance or fup-

plies of ir?en or viduals to the wild Indians, with whom either king

fhall have waf.

IV, V) Both ?f ings fhall retain and poflcfs ail the dommions and pre-

rogatives they now €r<-\oy in America ; and, therefor, the fubjedls, inha-

bitants, commanders, and mariners, of each king, refpedively, fhall ab-

folutely abftain from trading to, or fifhing in, all or any of the places

fo poflefTed, or which f>iall be pofleffed by the other, either in then- ha-

vens, bays, creeks, roads, or other places ; and fliips or veHels, found fo

trading or fifhing, lliall be confifcated with their cargoes ; always pro-

vided, that the freedom of navigation be in no manner difl:urbed, where

nothing is committed againfl the genuine fenfe of this treaty.

VI) Ships of war, as well as merchant fliips, being forced, through

flrefs of weather, or purfued by pirates and enemies, or tlsrough any

other urgent necefTity, to take flielter into any of the rivers, creeks, ha-

vens, ports, 8cc. belonging to the other in America, fliall be treated

kindly, protefled, and' fupplied with refrefliments, and all things need-

ful, at reafonable rates, and may depart whither, and when, they fliall

ple'afe ;
provided they do not break bulk, nor fell any of their cargoes,

nor receive any merchandize onboard, nor employ themfelves in fifli-

ing, under the forfeiture of fliips and goods. But before they enter

fuch ports, they fliall, at coming in, hang out the flag of their nation,

and fliall alfo give notice of their fo coming in, by firing a cannon

thrice, or, if they have no cannon, a muflcet thrice, otherwife they fliall

forfeit as above.
, , /i n -

VII) Ships of either nation, ftranded or flupwrecked, fliall have

friendly afliftance and relief.

VIII) But if three or four fliips together be driven into the ports ot

either nation, fo as to give juft ground of fufpicion, they flia" flay no

longer than the governor or other magiftrate of fuch port wfll allow

them, after fupplying them with neccflliries as above.

IX) The king "of Great Britain's fubjedfs of the ifland of St. Chriflo-

phers may fetch fait from the fait ponds there. As, on the other hand,

the French fubjects of St. Chriftopliers may enter into the rivers of the

great road, to ])rovldc themfelves with water ; but both thefe mutual

permiflions inuft only be in the day-time. And they fliall, on both

ildes, hang out their flags, and fire a cannon thrice, &c. as in the fixth

article *.

St. ChrifloplKr'^, it mull Ijc remembered, was TcttliJ 011 by butli nations. ^,
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X) Neither nation fhall harbour the barbarous or wild inhabitants
and flaves, or the goods which they may have taken frr n the fubieds
of the other nation, nor fliall they proted them,
XI) The governors, officers, and fubjeds, of either nation fhall not

moleft nor difturb the fubjeds of the other in fettling their refpedive
colonies, and in their commerce and navigation.

„ ^}}* -^^^P ^^^ ^^P^ °^ w^"" and privateers of either nation flial' be
ftridly enjoined not to injure the other, as (hall alfo their privileged
companies, otherwife they fl>all be punifhed, and alfo make fatisfadion
tor all damages

; for which end they fhall be obliged, before they re-
ceive their commifFions, to give fecurity to the amount of Licx30 fler-
Img, or i3,oco livres; and if anyfuch fhip has above 150 men then forL2000 flerhng, or 26,000 livres, on pain of forfeiting their 'commif-
iions

;
and the f ip fhall alfo be liable to make fatisfadion for injuries

and damages done by her.

XIV) The governors and officers of either nation fhall be ftridly en-
joined to give no affiftance nor protcdion to any pirates, of what nation
loever they may be ; and fhall alfo punifli as pirates all fuch as fhall fit
out any fhip without lawful commiflion and authority.
XV) No fubjed of either king Hull take a commiflion, or letters of

mart, tor privateering in America, from any prince or ftate with which
the other is at war, otherwife he fliall be punilhed as a pirate

. ^^P, ^^^ ?'^"^li ^"ig''' fubjeds fhall have liberty to fifh for turtles
in the ifland of Cayaman *.

The other four articles contain the ufual forms of provifos. in cafe of
a rupture between the two nations, or of complaints of differences arif-mg on either iide, in America. *

It is ealy to fee by this remarkable treaty, how egregioufly the Frenchkmg impofed on King James. For, i i\ France's American ifles were thenmuch more feeble than ours ; and, as the buccaneers from Jamaica
might poflibly have made very free with them, James hereby gave them
entirely up as pinites

; idly, the uti poffidetis, hereby flipulated, fecured
to 1' ranee the poflelhon of fome of her colonies, to which England till
nmv, had flrong pretenfions ; and, jdly, it may be faid, that by this pa-
cihcationlrancc had an advantageous refpite for the improvement of
her illund, and continental colonies in America, and of which ihe made
a very good ulc to our coil; 4thly, here is no mention of the four forts
taken from our company in Hudfon's-bay, not known in England when
this treaty W;is concluded.
We mart however, on the other hand, obferve, that by thefe treaties

ot peace and neuiralily, for America, ift, between Spain and Hollandm 1648 ;
2dly between Portugal and Holland in 1661 ; ^dly, between

England and Spain in ,670; and, 4thly, this treaty between England
A fmall idand w.ll ot Jamaica.

4K
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and France ; the pofTeflions of thofe feveral potentates in America were
afcertained, and the freedom of commerce i:i thofe feas was more firm-
ly eftablifhed than had hitherto been effeded.

The Dutch being at war with the Algerines, the later were Ihame-
fuUy encouraged therein by King James, who, for fome time, permitted
them to have the ufe of his ports, and allowed them to fell their prizes
in England, whereby they had opportunities, as obferved by Burchett^
in his Naval hiftory, to go oul as they pleafed, and to cruife againft the
Hollanders, from whom, in the fpace of fix months, the Algerines took,
in or near the Channel, above 30 rich merchant fiiips.

According to Sir William Petty's fourth eflay on political arithmetic,
(licenced in 1686, and printed in 1687) the proportion of the eight fol-

lowing cities, as to their numbers of inhabitants, is as follows, viz.

London, - 696,000 Rome, - 125,000
* Paris, - 488,000 Dublin, - 69,000
* Amfterdam, - 187,000 * Rouen, - 66,000
* Venice, - 134,000 * Briftol, - 48,000
N. B. lie makes the medium of the annual burials at London to be

23,212, which number, multiplied by 30, (as one out of every 30 is

generally fuppofed to die in London in a year) gives 696,360 *.

1687—The commillioners appointed by King James to treat with
the French commiflioners for the reftitution of the forts in Hudfon's
bay, taken in the preceding year, reported to him, that they had clearly

made out his right to the whole bay and ftraits, and all the adjacent

lands, together witli the folc right of trading within the ftraits and bay.
The king thereupon declared, that he would infift on full reftitution and
iatisfadion to tl?e company, whofe lofs, by the invafion of the French
in the preceding year, amounted to L 108 ,5 14 : 19 : 8, as was afterwards

let forth by the company, in their petition to Queen Anne, in the year

1 71 2, though never paid to this day. The reliilt of this patched-up
treaty with France was, that Louis agreed to reftore thofe forts to the
company.

This year the Dutch Eaft-India fliips imported from Ceylon 170,000
lb. weight of cinnamon ; which, though lefs in quantity than in fome
years before, does, neverthelefs, demonftrate the great importance of
the ifland to that company.
We may here, once more, remark, that perfecution, and the dread

of the prevalency of popery in this reign, as well as towards the clofe o£

• This humour of magnifying London, and
leflening Paris, and other torcign cities, was pro-

bably pleafing to the king, but, I conceive, was
far from being juil ; and, with refpcc'' i London,
fartly the preftnt bills of mortality, i.. our time,

mull be rgregioufly erroneous, if, after fo many
thoufand hcul'es have bcvu addcdi it fcarcdy «. ^•

cecds that number. This, therefor, could atii'wer

no good end, and was only dctelviiig ourfelvea.

Poflibly every one of the cities marked thin *. are

confiderably under-computed, but more elpn ially

Paris and Amilcrdam, whicli fureiy could anfwer
no wife or folid purpofe. A,
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the laft. drove numbers of proteftant difTenters to fettle in New-Endan.lx^ewA ork. &c. which brought a confiderable acceffion of Cnedlnriimprovement to thofe colonics.

"rengtli and

EaftTnH^'''""'"'
'^' ^'''''^' P""'" ^^"^^^'^' ^^i"g an enemy to theirEaft-India company, it js no marvel that they did not profoer Th?^nnpornng vaft quantities of white cottons, and caufing theZo ie JaJmed in France m the manner of the Indies, drew upon them the pSof the French manufadurers, who were much injuLd by the JaJeTtScompany's cottons and filks. So that Pont-Chartrain thfs year procnrpH

nanl fFf '^' ^^'^"^"^'^ importation thereof; whereby the e/m^pany declined more and more ; and the war of thp IrnL n^
againft France added to their diftrefs. frl v^hl h th y ne'vS ^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Ihl'fT
'^" ^'''' °^ ^''''^''

' ^^ '^^ meantime, ha. ing no abUitvthemfelves to carry on an extenfive trade thev were rnln.. ,^ ,^

rhe nation not having been entge"!. tct":!,tZglC^ C'

fending onr many, and verj^xiLliJe Sgn .^n
* Lf^ '

r.Tonfumers of treafure, our commercial a<! vt-^ll
„;*"" ''7^' "?^ S^eat con-

greatly increaied
; 'as have airinllfXe! Zr^ki^'^^and ahnoft every part ot „,„ general com„,erce, both fo"e g and do"

;":? iaSsTe wf' " "-,"" be acknowieged, '.hat abot'^rhrlt

brref n,emo,rs of ieveral very able authors, „ill afford Its e^ffide^Sf

if the computations be ablolutcly exad vix that thp tnn,! /'f^
merchant lliips of England in fhis vp.'.- Vi^s«

tonnage of the

tonnage of th? year ,666
^ ""'' "''' "^""''^ ^° '^^^
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Alfo that the tonnage of the royal navy, which in the year 1660 was
only 62,594 tons, was now increafed to 101,032 tons.

II) D'Avenant farther acquaints us with what he mud have been
perfedly well verfed in, as he was infpedtor-general of the cuftoms, tha

in the year 1666 the farm of the cuftoms of England was but L390,ooo
yearly. Yet, from michaelmas 1671 to michaelmas 1688, being feven-

teen years, the cuftoms yielded net to the crown L9,447,799, which, at

a medium, was, per annum, L555,752.

III) The fame able author gives us alfo a view of the gradual increafe of

the general rental of England, occafioned principally by the increafe of

commerce, and in part alfo by the great improvements made in lands,

by inclofing, manuring, and taking in wafte grounds, and iueliorating

what was poor and barren, viz.

The general rental ot England, for land, houfes, and mines, before

we became confiderable in trade, viz. about the year 1600, did not ex-

ceed, per annum
Which general rental we take now (1698) to be

Moreover, in 1600, the faid fix millions, at 12

years purchafe, the common price of lands at that

period, was worth but

But the lands, &c. of England, at the rental of

fourteen millions, and worth 18 years purchafe, in

the year 1688, amounted to

How amazing is this alteration in the fpace of iefs than one cen-

tury.

So profperous was the Dutch Eaft-India company at this time, ac-

cording to Conful Ker's Remarks on Holland, publiftied at Amftcrdam,

1688, and fmce in Englifti, in Ker of Kerfland's memciirs, that they

were iiiid to have 30,000 men in conftant pay, and above 200 capital

fhips, befide Hoops, ketches, and yachts.

The fame author, treating of the city and republic of Hamburgh,
obferves, that its greatnefs and vaft commerce were partly occafioned

by the rcfidencc of our Englifii company of merchant-adventurers, but

much more by the Netherland proteftants, who, in the duke of Alva's

time, forfook the Low countries and fettled here ; and by the proteftants

turned out of Cologne and other parts of Germany, even though Ham-
burgh be forced to keep 6 or 7000 men in pay, to guard againft the

continual alarms of the king of Denmark, or other neighbours, befides

two or three fliips of war to guard their merchant ftiips from pirates,

yet their wealth and trade increafe dayly. And it is believed, that,

fmall and great, there are belonging to the commonwealth of Ham-
burgh, 5000 fail cf fliips*. He adds, that the bank of Hamburgh,

* Surely tin's niitlior miirt lie fuinewliat miftaken, even though he fliould include all the hoys, liglit-

rr«, i.\c. (.iiijiloycil in c.iriyi!!? gntxis upon tlie river Elbe. y4.

L 6,000, 00

14,000,000

72,000,000

252,000,000
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next to thofe of Amfterdam, Genoa, and Venice, is reckoned the chief
in credit

: but in trade that city is accounted the third in Europe, and
comes next to London and Amfterdani, having now become the' ma-
gazine of Germany and of the Baltic and Northern fcas. Hamburgh
gives great privileges to the Jews, and to all flrangers whatever ; but
more efpecially to the Englifh company of merchant-adventurer's, towhom they allow a large building, where they have a church, and where-m the deputy-governor, fecretary, minillers, and other officers of the
company live, to whom the magiftrates make an annual prefent of wine
beer, flieep, Hilmon. and fturgeon, in their leafons. Yet he acknow-
leges their bigotry in not permitting the calvinifts to have a public
church within their city, who are forced to go out of the gates to Al-
tona, a fine village, a quarter of an hour's walk from Hamburgh be-
longing to the king of Denmark, who, though a lutheran prince', has
the wifdom to allow the calvinifls a public church there : which con-
dud of the Hamburghers may polfibly hereafter turn to their great pre-
judice. He alfo oblerves, that the city of Lubeck has been guilty of
the like bigotry, and is at prefent much fallen from its prifline fplen-
dour and commerce, having been in old times fo powerful as to wage
war agamfl Denmark and Sweden, and to conquer fundry of their
places and illands, &c. But here our author Ihould have noted, that
generally thole conquefts were made by Lubeck only as the head, but
in the name, and by the aid, of the other cities of the Hanfeatic leagueWe have ellewhere traced the rile, prolperity, and decline, of that city*
and fliall therefor now only obierve, with this author, that their bi<-ot-
ry to lutheranifm made their magiftrates, through the perfuaiion of
their clergy, banilh the papifts, calvinifts, jews, and all other dilTenters
trom their city and territory, to the almoft entire ruin of their com^
nierce. He lays, that in his time (168H) they had not above 200 Ihins
nor any other territory but the city itfelf, and a Imall town named
rravennmd, at the mouih of the river Trave, eight miles below Lu-
beck

;
the reft of their antient territory being long lince in the hands

of the Danes and Swedes, (the former from Holftein, the later from
Wiimar) by whom the burghers, I'ays he, are kept in fuch continual
alarm, as to be quite tired out with keeping guard and pa^'ino taxes :

yet, he fays, they ftill maintained 15C0 foldie'rs in pav ; aiid,'befides
them, 400 of their burghers, in two companies, arc obliged to watch
dayly. To this once-glorious city, we, in Lngiaiul, ought" to acknow-
lege ourfelves beholden for foiue of our earlieft imjirovements in fhip-
buildmg and commerce, and for our firft water-conduits in London,
Bnftol, Exeter, &c. taken from their models : the Lubeckers having had
much the ftart of us in relpect of many advantageous improvcmenls,
the natural effeds of an earlier extended commerce, 'hough now it be
only the fkcleton of its antient commerce and grandeur.
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Kcr alfo obferves, that Cologne is fo much depopulated by intoler-
ance and perfecution, that vines and com now grow within its wall, and
that Stralburg has alfo fufFered in the fame manner and from the fame
caufe.

The conquefts c* Mexico and Peru, where fuch immenfe treafures
were more eafily to be had, induced the Spaniards to negled the noble
and extenfive ifland of Hifpaniola, although it is faid there are flill

mines of gold and filver, as well as of copper, therein, which were for-
merly worked to very great profit ; but they are faid to have deftroyed
three millions of the natives of that ifland, who, while they were per-
mitted to enjoy their pofl'effions, were very ferviceable in fifliing for
them, and in tilling their lands, &c. fo that they were then in greater
affluence than they have been ever fince, the greateft part of the coun-
try being depopulated, whereby they have been rendered unable to
work their mines. This, it is faid, makes them carefully conceal their
having any fuch, left foreigners fliould be allured to invade them.
They have ftill, however, plenty of fugar, cocoa, cotton, ginger, in-
digo, coffee, tobacco, wax, honey, ambergris, fait, drugs, and dying
woods. In this feeble ftate, a company of pirates, ufually then called
buccaneers, fettled themfelves on the north-weft part of Hifpaniola, till

then folely pofleffed by Spain, and occupied the port and town of Petit-
Guaves *

: after fome years, they applied to King William for his pro-
tedion, promifing fubmiflion and allegiance to the trown of England ;

but that king being in alliance with Spain againft France, difregarded
their application. Whereupon thofe buccaneers applied to the French
court, who readily took ihe:n under their protedtion, and fupplied them
with proper afliftance. From this obfcure and Angular beginning has
gradually grown up the prefent powerful French colony in our days,
poffefled of the beft part of the great ifland of Hifpaniola, where they
have excellei!t fugar-works, coffee, ginger, cotton, indigo, and all the
other productions of the Weft-Indies ; while the Spaniards, on the other
part of that ifland, proved rather ufeful than hurtful to them, by fup-
plying them with cattle, &c. in return for the French Eaft-India mer-
chandize, and their own manufadures and produd, with which
alfo the French there fupply fliips from the continent of Terra Firma
and New-Spain, 8cc. coming to St. Domingo, where is fixed the laft ap-

* A fcttlcmciit was made in the year 1630 by
fome EnglKli and Frci ch rcfugets wlio had been

driven from St. Chrillophcrs, firft oii the north

fide of Hifpaniola, and afterwards on the adjacent

finall ifland of Toiluga or Tortue. Moft of tht

iirft fettlers were maflacrid by the Spaniards ; but

tlie remainder of thiin, under the direftion of

Willis, an Englifli advmturer or buccaneer, re-

lumed the podlflion of Tortuga in 1633, and for-

tified it. The ifland, after being feveral timet

taken by the Spaniards, and after fevcial quarrels
between the French and Englifli inhabitants, was
wholcly given up in the year 1659 to the French,
who foon after removed to more ample poneflions
on the greater ifland of Hifpaniola (or St. Do-
mingo). In i66j the firll governor arrived from
France, who by his prudence and virtue brought
the rude and diforderly colonills to be ufeful to
themfelves and their mother country. \_Raynal,

Hyi. phllof, tt politique, F, vii,/. <)^,ed, 1782.J M.
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jundion with his confort Mary.'

sovereign, m con-

The eftablifliment of this free conftitntinn fi\A rv,^rt ,

king and queen of thofe realmrSd by.n adTf ,he
P'°^-^''

'I
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promifed, and fwore on the gofpels to govern thdrJn^^^^

^^
°r

'""'^

law
:
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'°

ments
;
that, to the utmoll of their povver thev w niin '^'V'^^^'

ot God. the true profeflion of the gd^nel .nd nmteTu ? '
J'^'

hgion eftabUnied ly law ; and will Sr;eTo^£S and^' "fthis realm, and to the churches committed to their charge nil ?,.?rights and privileges as by law appertain unto them! ^ ' ^"'^'

Moreover, by a Aatute of this tirft feliion [c. 8] the tyrannical m^hcof allegiance and lupremacv were abrogated -md in th -n ft J
the two followmg lubltituted vr t < T a 'f;";''"^ ^'^^

'^'^l^
Vol. II.

uuiiuuicu, VI.. i, 1, a. B. do Imcerely promife
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• and fwear, that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to their ma-
' jefties ;' and 2, ' I do, from my heart, abhor, deteft, and abjure, that
' damnable dodtrine and pofition, that princes excommunicated or de-
• prived by the pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, may be de-
• pofed or murdered by their fubjeds, or any other whatfoever. And
' I do declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftate, or poten-
' tate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdidlion, power, fuperiority, pre-

eminence, or authority, ecclefiaftical or fpiritual, within this realm.'

The revenue of hearth or chimney money being found grievous to

the people of England, by occafioning many difficulties and queftions

;

a great opprefllon to the poorer fort, and a badge of flavery upon the

whole people, expofing every man's houfe to be entered into and fearch-

ed at pleafure, by perfons unknown to him ; it was therefor abfolutely

abolifhed forever, [i Gul. et Mar. c. 10.]

It then appeared-, fays the continuator of ^apin's hiflory, {V. in, p. 52,
notes'] that the number of houfes in England and Wales, foon after the

reftoration, was about 1,230,000. And reckoning fix perfons at a me-
dium, to each houfe, it fixes the number of the people then to be
7,380,000.

In the fame fefllon it was ena£led, that, when malt or barley is at

Li : 4 per quarter, or under ; rye, at Li : 12, and wheat, at L2 : 8 per
quarter ; then it fhall not only be lawful to export the fame, but the
exporters fhall alio receive the following bounties, viz. for malt or bar-

ley per quarter 2/6, rye 3/'6, wheat 5/ per quarter ; without re-

quiring any thing for cuftoms or fees whatever
;

provided fecurity

be given for fuch corn being legally landed beyond fea, and that the

(hip and its crew, in which it fhall be exported, be duely qualified ac-

cording to the adls of navigation, [i Gul. et Mar. c. 22.]

This was the firfl; law for allowing any bounty on corn exported

;

which bounties have generally been efleemed fo beneficial to the landed
interefl, by enabling tenants to pay their rents in years of plenty, that

unlefs in years of fcarcity, when the current prices were higher than the

above-named ones, it has been judged prudent to continue the fame.
How much this bounty contributed to the improvement of hufbandry is

too obvious to be difputed. Yet fome are of opinion, that, inflead here-

of, all the corn of plentiful years fhould be purchafed of the farmers

by the public at a moderate price, to be laid up in granaries againft a

year of dearth. This would not only be a great help to our poor in a

year of fcarcity, but would bring foreign fhips to purchafe it at our
price, and vvould alfo employ great numbers of our own fhips, for fup-

plying other nations at higher rates, as is done in Holland. In other

countries, fays a French author, the people pay their Ibvereign for leave

to carry out their cm, but wifer England pays her people for export-

ing it.
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As nothing tends more to the advancement of commerre ',nr1 ;n^.,rtry than giving eafe to fcrupulous confciences^n thT^xercifron^^^^^

Fni? ; / ^^^^^^^'•^l denominations diflcnting from the chu ch ofEngland, from the penalties of certain laws: which as its nLmhW.^^^

great ftiU and perfeflinn in the art of refii imr „/^l^ " "^ T""^ '°

the,r (k,ll m foreign parts, to the great detriment of the "aim Dmvtded, however, that all ,l,e gold and filver fo to be extnflrdfromo her metals be employed for coinage in the kin^s mint andTo

^^Uhough ,old or fllver may be^^t^r/f^'^.^^S'.T'bZ"
Louis XIV, by his great injuftice and violences nfminA F«„) ^Germany. Spain, and Holland, brought about a erand alH.ni nf^^^^four potentates this year, for reducin'g that lalU mo^^^^^^^^^^ rein

onhem^Th'.' ''^'r^lf'^ ^'"-^^-^^ declarationTwar! bytch
?fiRn Tf.

I hat of King William of England, dated the 7th of Mav1689, after reciting Louis's unjuf! invafion and ravaging of the terrJ

'

tones of h.s ally, the emperor and empire, as far as is refatlve m ITJ.'me,x.ial concerns, was fummariiy as follows, viz
' '^ '°'"-

• 1 cencJs from "tlf F T^' '""^ ^''^^/' '^'' '^' ^''"^'^ took o^t
' hnTr^oft •

?"^^'? gcrvernor of Newfoundland, to filli on
' LVn?^'^'.P^^yTt"bute for fuch licences, as an acknowlegement of
' heir in

"^ ?^ ''''
''°T

^^' ^"S'^'"d to that ifland
; yefTf htetheir encroachments on that ifland, and our fubjcds tniL^nd fiflt'

• inTf /''I"'"'"'
^''^''^' *"^^^^°"^ "f •''n enimy. Than beco,t

^

mg^fnends, who enjoyed the advantages of that tra^^ only b^;":

' rsV Gh^r'i^ol''
'^1 ?'"'^ ^i??

'^^""'^^ '"^^de our Caribbee ifland.

' Yn:v , 3 ^r ' ^^^ """* P"^^^^ himlelf of our territories in Nevv
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' in England, foliciting a treaty of neutrality and good correfpondence
' in America.' [^««o 1686.]

ill) ' His proceedings, moreover, againft our fubjedls in Eurv.pj .ue
' Co notorious, that we need not enlarge thereon: fuch as, coun'"c* ^nclng
' the feizure of our fliips by his privateers ; prohibiting a great rf r/
' our produdt and manufactures ; and impofing exorbitanf cuftonii ip't,
' the reft : thefe are fufficient evidences of his defign to deflroy the
' trade and navigation, upon which the wealth and fafety of thia n-^'u li

' very much depend.

IV) ' His difputing the right of the flag, inherent in the crown of
' England.

V) ' His unchriftian profecution of many of our Englifh proteftant
' fubjeds in France for matters of religion, contrary lo the law of na-
' tions and exprefs treaties ; forcing them to abjure their religion by
' unufual cruelties; imprifoning fome of themafters and feamen of our
' merchant fliips, and condemning others to the galleys, on pretence of
* having onboard, either fome of his own miferable proteftant fubjedts
* or their effedls.

VI) * And, laftly, his endeavouring, for fome years paft, by infinua-
' tions, and promifes of afi .ance, to overthrow the government of Eng-
' land ; and now, by open and violent methods, to invade Ireland, in
* fupport of our fubjeds in rebellion againft us.'

This prohibition of commerce with France produced the good con-
fcquences of inducing the people of En^'land to improve their old, and
to invent fundry new, manufadlures, &c. which they formerly took from
France ; not a little to the detriment of that kingdom in the end.

In the declaration of Holland, amongf^ many other allegations againft

Louis, they afHrm, ift, that he had endeavoured, by all manner of ways,

to ruin their navigation and commerce, as well in Europe as elfewhere,

by feizing their fliips and cargoes, adly, By violently forcing even
their fliips of war to be fearched, t s. time of profound peace. 3dly,

By his new tolls and impofitions, hindering their i'ubjedls from feUing

their manufactures and fifli in his country, fo as it was become impol-

lible to continue their trade to France, where their complaints were

rejeded with icorn. 4thiy, Having b'gur u horrible perfecution of his

own proteftant fubjeds, he had therein involved the fubjeCtsof the ftates-

general, though only living in France, on account of commerce ; part-

ing wives from their hufliands, and children from their parents, &c.

The declaration of Spain, of the 3d 0/ M../ this year, was in confe-

quence of France's prior declaration of war againft that crown, on the

15th of the })ieceding month, though deftitute of all juftice ; as alio of

his invading and ravaging ^he empire, and bringing the Turks to in-

vade and ravage Hungary.

And that of the emperor and empire was much to the fame cffeCt.
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tirMr
remarkable convention between the coinmiflloners of KinzWilham and thofe [of the ftatcs of the United ?>retherlands. (dated inAugufl 1689) concerning their prohibition of jommerce with France

It was ftipulated

:

'

• I) That the fubjedts of neither nation fliail be allowed to traffic to or
^

with thofeof France either with Oiipsof their own or cf any other na-
tion. Neither fhall they import imo either country any merchandizebemg the produce of the French king's dominions.

^
•

II) If, during this war. the fubjeds of any other potentate fhallhave cornmerce with France, or their fhips are met with in their paf-
fage thither, tjey fliall be feized and condemned as lawful pr.ze.

^

III) The other potentates of Europe, at peace with France, (hall have
^

due notification, that if their Ihips or vefTels (hall be found at fea be-

' fhf
'^'

1 1 K "kv """l,^^" 'J.^^l'^^e^
given, making their way to France,

. u2tl t-^if-f^^i^^
fhips of England and Holbnd forthwith to

• hivSC uv J""^
from Prance loaded with French merchandize,

^

they niall be obliged to fail back to France, and there leave the faid

^

merchandize, upon pain of forfeiture. And in cafe the fhips of thofe

.
.'?^'' Pji";"' !"^ ^'"'

^V!'^^'' ^"^J^*^**- ^''". ^ter the faid notifi-
cation, be found at fea. and failing either towards the ports of Franceor returmng from thence. ih«y fliall be feized and forfeited, togetherwith their cargoes, and fhall be reputed good prize.

^«getner

' IV) And as to the princes and allies who are already at war with

« llTr'T 'uT ^^". ^^ ^''"'' '^""^ '^' ^f^^ef'^id /and they fhallbe defired at the fame time to concur witli fuch methods as are fbconducive to the common interefl, and to give and execute fuch or-ders as tend to the fame end.
' Done at Whitehall, Auguft 1 2th—azd. 1680 '

Part of a iecret article, viz.

^
•

It is agreed, that in cafe either the one or the other party fhall be in-comiaoded or molefted. by reafon ofthe execution of this pJafent treatyor any article thereof, his Britannic majefty King WilUam. and the
^

lords tlie ftaces-general. do promife and oblige themfelves to bc\m.

.

Y;l/ai;e (in his Age of Louis XIV) obferves. " that France 'ms ne-
vermfoflourifhing a condition as in the period from the .euth ofCardmal Mazarine to this war of 1689 ; contrary to the opinion of a

;

cmain author who (it feems) had affirmed, that France fince theyear 1660. had funk m real value 1.500 millions ; the very contrary

^

^hereof was true! Thus (adds he) in England, in the mofl flouSing times, papers are continually coming out to prove, that the king-dom IS undone i" Which oblervation is extremely juft.
^

Although King Charles II, and his brother King James II,
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had in their treaties witli France generally ftipulated, that in cafe of
any rupture between the two nations in Europe, the fubjeds of both
crowns in America Ihould remain in a ftate of neutrality, yet, at the
grand revolution in England, the French broke through that agreement;
by entering in an hoflile manner into the EngUfh pale at St. Chrifto-
phers, even before war was declared there between thofe two nations :

and, although the Englifh of that ille had fent for fuccour from Barba-
dos, .'after taking fhelter in their fortrefles) yet they were neceffitated
to furrender their part of it to the French in July 1689, and to retire

to the neighbouring ille of Nevis, to the great lofs of many merchants
in London and Briftol.

Soon after which the French drove the Dutch out of their own ifland

of Euftatia in that neighbourhood.
It was about this time that the firft convention was made at London

between England and Spain, for fup]>lying the Spanifn Well-Indies with
negro fluves from the ifland of Jamaica.

About this time (according to a pamphlet, faid to be written by Mr.
William Wood, a great undertaker in metals, entitled, the State of the-
copper and brafs manufadure in Great Britain, humbly offered to the
confideration of parhament, 410, 1721) ' the railing and refining of cop-
' per-ore was revived in England, and* chiefly in the county of Corn-
* wall, after having been loft or difufed ever fince the time of the Sax-
' ons, who, as well as the Danes, formerly made copper in England, as
' appears by the old mines wrought by them in ieveral counties : but
' by reafon of great quantities of thole metals being imported from fo-
* reign pants, (on which high duties (hoald have been laid) that valu-
' able branch of our product was dropped for many ages.' Yet General
IValyncs, in his Lex mercatoria, (1622) obferves, that copper mines were
then adually worked in many Engliili counties : fo that Mr. Wood
mufc, in this refped, be under an hiftorical miftake. Under the year

1399 we have likewile noted that feveral projedts for mining were fet on
foot in the reign of Richard II. Mr. \V ood obferves, ' that formerly
' we had all our copper and brafs f-om Sweden and Germany, though
' now (1721) we are in a great meaiure fupplied from our own mines.
' It was later \\\e fays) that the art was gained to England of convert-
' ing copper into brafs.'

On the breaking out of King W'illiam\> war againft France, a com-
pany of fvvord-cutlers was erected by paa'nt, for making hollow fword-
blades, in the county of Cumbirland, and the adjacent counties, for the

ufe ofthe army. But though they were enabled to purchafe lands, to erecl

mill?, and to receive and employ great numbers of German artificers,

yet it did not fucceed as was expe<i"ted. The firft patentees, therefor,

fold or alligned their patent to a company of merchants in London,
who thereupon purchafed under that patent to the value of L^o,ooo p'.-v
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annum of the forfeited eftates ,n Ireland. But the Irifh parliament inhe reign of Queen Anne, knowing they had purcliafed thofe hnds a^very low ratas. would not permit them, 'in their corporate capat^^^^take conveyances of lands, left they might have proved too powerful abody n, that kmgdom. This obliged them to fell off .heir IHreftltes'which put a period to the corporation. Yet a private copartner£ofbankers in London, poffeired of their obfolete charter, re ained th7ap

King William having
:
nind it neceffary to declare war againft Francean ad was pafled for prohibiting all trade and commerce^with France'

Z^folltlt<^"^"f ^^'9' ^"^ ^hree years, and to the end of thenext to) owing feffion of pafhament, if the, war ftiall laft fo lonr. Th^preamble remarks, that it hath been found by long xper ence hatTheimporting of French wines, vinegar, brandy linen fllKf.l.^' !

nalties on he importer, vender, and polTelFor
; on the reXr of eJe-i"tion

;
on the informer ading by collufion

; ok the mVfter fLmen T

Cha l« II, or by a jury trying ,he caufe. in cafe tl.ey be n„ foimd n

ngt, on tl.c 1 ^ih of February preceding, by the lords and commons

tlic fccoiid year of this icgn, i. 4. ^,
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' aflembled at Weftminfter, lawfully, fully, and freely, reprefenting all
' the eftates of the people of England, viz.

• I) Whereas the late King James II, by the afliftance of divers evil
' counfellors, judges, and minifters, employed by him, did endeavour to
' fubvert and extirpate the proteftant religion, and the laws and hberties
' of this kingdom,

' I. By afTuming a power of difpenfing with the laws, without the
' confent of parliament

;

' 2. By committing and profecuting divers worthy prelates, for hum-
' bly petitioning to be excufed from concurring to the faid afTumed
' power

;

' 3. By his commiffion, under the great fe«l, for ere<aing a court,
called the court of comrmffioners for ecclefiaftical caufes

;

' 4. By levying money" bi^ pretence of prerogative, for other time,
' and, in other manner, than the fame was granted by parliament

;

'5. By raifing and keeping up a {landing army in time of peace,
without confent of parliament, and quartering of foldiers contrary to

law

;

• 6. By caufmg feveral good fubjedls, being proteftants, to be difarm-
ed, at the fame time when papifts were both armed and employed,
contrary to law ;

' 7. By violating the freedom of eledions of members to ferve in
parlianient

;

• 8. By profecutions in the court of king's bench for matters and
caufes cognizable only in parliament ; and by divers other arbitrary

and illegal courfes
;

' 9. By obtaining partial, corrupt, and unqualified, perfons to be re-

turned to fa-ve on juries in trials for high treafon, who were not free-

holders ;

' 10. By exceflive bails being required of perfons committed in cri-

minal cafes, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of
the fubjefts ;

' II. ' By exceflive fines having been impofed, and illegal and cruel

punifliments inflirted

;

• i2,andlaftly. By feveral g ants and promifes made of fines and
forfeitures, before any conviction or judgment againft the ^ -rfons up-
on whom the lame were to be levied.

' All which are utterly and diredtly contrary to the known laws, and
flatutes, and freedom, of this realm ; wherefor, the faid lords fpintual

and temporal, and commons, now aflembled in a full r* ^ free reprefent-

ative of this nation, do, in the firft place, as their • .j ;ilors, in like

cafe have ufually done, for the vindicating and aflertmg their antient

rights and liberties, declare,

' I. That the pretended power of fufpending laws, or the execution
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' «f lav.s by regal authority without confent of parliament, is illegal •

2. As IS alfo the difpenfing with laws • ^ '

' ^'
-rJ'^r!'''

"^^ f '^^ '^''"" ^°'" eccleliaftical caufes •

4. The hke as to levying money without grant of parliament
5- That It IS the right ot the fubjeds to petition the t nT '4

,.commuments and prolecutions forU petEn ng are ife^
'"' '"

o T • h t-^^,'°"
of members of ,,.

,

iiamcnt ouih. ,o be free •

' held frequtntly.
^' "'' P^^^^^^ments ought to be

illpr-...! ,„ I V , ,

' °* ''"" '•«'"*. "Well tlicv have Li-f

lit:.,i
"" '""' ^"' °"''' ="'™1"» "1-' '-" religion, 'n^, td

4 M
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* her body ; and, for default of fuch iflue, to the heirs of the body of
* the faid prince of Orange.

' III) That the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy be abrogated, and
' in their (lead the two following oaths be fubftituted.' [Thcf; we have

already exhibited with the new coronation oath.

' IV) Upon which their faid majefties did accept the crown and royal
* dignity aforefaid.

' V) And thereupon their majefties were pleafed, that the laid lords
* and commons, being the two houfesof parHament, fhould continue to

* lit ; and, with their faid majefties royal concurrence, make effedual
' provifion for the fettlement of the religion, laws, and liberties, of this

* kingdom.
' VI) Now, in purfuance of the premifes, the faid lords fpiritual and

* temporal, and commons, in parliamei^t aflernbled, for the ratifying

' and confirming of the faid declaration, by the force of a law made in

' due form by authority of parliament, do pray, that it may be de-
* dared and enaded, that all and fmgular, the rights and liberties, af-

* ferted and claimed in the faid declaration, are the true, antient, and
* indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this kingdom, and fo

* fhall be efteemed, allowed, adjudged, and firmly and ftridly holden
* and obferved ; and that all officers and niinifters, whatfoever, {hall

' ferve their majefties and their fucceftbrs, according to the fame, in

' times to come.
• VII) And the faid lords and commons ferioufly confidering, how

* it has pleafed Almighty God, in his marvellous providence, and merci-
* ful goodnefs tc this nation, to provide and preferve their faid majefties

* moft happily to reign over us, for which they rend^ir unto him, from
* the bottom of their hearts, their humbleft thanks and praifes, do firm-

* ly, afluredly, and in the fincerity of their hearts, think, and do hereby
' recognize, acknowlege, and declare, that King James II, having abdi-

* cated the government, and their majefties having accepted the crown
' and royal dignity, are, and of right ought to be, by the laws of this

' realm, our fovereign liege lord and lady, king and queen, as aforefaid,

* &c.
' VIII) And for preventing all queitions and divifions in this realm

' bv reafon of any pretended titles o the crown, and for preferving a

' certainty in the fucceilion thereof, the faid lords and commons pray,

' tha: it may be enaded ;' [here the fucceilion, as in the preceding ar-

* tide II, is enaded] ' and thereunto the faid lords fpiritual and tem-
' poral, and commons, do, in the name of all the people of England
* aforefaid, moft humbly and faithfully fubmit themfelves, their heirs,

* and pofterities, forever ; and do faithfully promife, that they will

' ftand to, maintain, and defend, their faid majefties ; and alio the limit-

' ;nion and fucceilion of the crown herein fpecified and contained,
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' with their lives and eftates, againft all perfons whatfoever that fhallattempt any thing to the contrary.
'And whereas it hath been found by experience, that it is incon-

^
fiftent with the fafety and welfare of this proteflant kingdom to begoverned by a popUh prmce, or by any king or queen marrying a pa-
p.ft, we pray that it may be enaded, that every perfon holding com-n^^yion with the church of Rome, or elfe that ku marry a papS

^

fliall be for ever excluded, and be incapable to inherit and poflbfs thecrown of this realm
; and in every fuch cafe, the people of this realmand o Ireland, are hereby abfolved of their allegiance, and th" c wa

fhall defcend to the next proteftant in fucceflion, who fiiould have JZjoyed the lame, had the other been naturally dead

^

• X) And whoever fhall hereafter fucceed to the crown, Ihall, if of
t velve years of age or upwards, make and fubfcribe the declaration in

;
" "^^"^^

f'""' ^°V^
y'^' °f ^i"§ Charles II. entit ed an Ad f"the more effedual preferving the king's perfon and government byd.labhng pap.fts from fitting in either houfe of p.^Jiament

^
« nfru- ^\''^f^'

^""^^ ^'^''^y be 'leclared, and enaded to'be the lawot this realm forever.

' XII) And that no difpenfation by non objlante, of. or to, anv ftatutpor of any part thereof, fliall hereafter be allowed, except^t bellowedin luch
1 atute; and except in iuch cafes as fhallbe fpeciallyp^Sfor^by a bill, or bills, to be pafl'ed during this prefen^t feffiJi^f pa'-

' '"^"0 /'o^i.'ied that no charter, grant, or pardon, granted beforethe23ddayof Odoberi689, ^^^1 be invalidated b^his ad butthat the lame fliall remain of the lame force and effed^in law and noother, than as il this ad had never been made.'
' ^^

M hoever is even but flenderly acquainted with the hiftory of feveralpreceding reigns in England, but moft efpecially with t nt of Kini

fc?^^:ilnS^'fl "
T'"""^^

'"^^ ^"^ ofparhLent, which wetlvfncre contia«c(! as hii as the very important matter of it would uermirto be a new and complete magna charta, c^afolemn re-efh uCntwith improvements, of all the privileges of the Englifl ^eoplfS m^I
y at any time claimed by virtue of the power of parliament and of^Llaws and ftatutes of England ; and, in one word, tha 1 Slen n fh, ebas molt el entially fixed the juft boundaries of the ^^^ of ^orown. and ot the rights and privileges of the rubjed, the n olUnrnvconfequences whereol have ever lince been Icniibly fJen 'n "feir -mdIt IS to be hoped, will fo remain to the end of time

' '

Ihe good elFeds of this i\xm eaabliilmient of the liberty and nronerrv

m tne ^reat increale of commerce, llnpping, manufadures, and colonies
4M2
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as well as of riches and people, fince that happy period, notwithftanding
our having been fince engaged in leveral very expenfive and bloody
wars, in vindication of our invaluable liberties, civil and religious.

We may here farther note, that the parliament of Scotland, about
the fame time, made a like ad, claim, or declaration, of their rights

and liberties, when they recognized King WilUam and Queen Mary,
i\--v king and queen of Scotland.

King James's net revenue, when he abdicated, was L2,o6i,855 year-
ly ; for which yearly revenue, though granted by parliament, neither
he, nor any of his predecefRirs, deemed themfelvcs accountable to their

people or parliament. It is, therefor, one of the great bleflings of this

happy revolution, that exad boundaries are let by parliament to the ex-

penfc of the civil lill ; and that, excepting the poft-office revenue, and
the fmall remains of the hereditary crown rents, the application of the

fupplies granted annually by parliament, h.ave conftantly and pundually
been accounted for in every fucceeding leilion of parliament.

The ground on which the iheets called the Seven Dials, in the parifli

of St. Giles's in the fields, in the weftern fuburbs of London, fland, was
not begun to be built on till about this year, as appears by the continu-
ator of Rapin's Hifiory of England, [7'. iii, />. 97, notes.] It was crown
land, and granted by King William to the earl of Portland.

In Dr. D'Avenant's Ellay on way and me.ans, (publilhed in 1695)
he tells us, that the ordinary revenue of France was, before this war,
yearly, about one hundred and fifty millions of livres, or about twelve
milUons fterling. ' We all know' (fays he), how hardly this great fum
' was extorted frotn the people ; but they were enabled to pay it by the
' balance that arofe to them from the vent of their commodities and
* manufaclurcs. Their moil fiaple trade was in wine, oil, fait, linen,

' and paper; their other manufadures are innumerable: and a vafl pro-
* fit they did conlhuitly make by the relbrt of firangers to their coun-
' try, and likcwife by furnifiiing all Europe with their fineries and va-
' nities.'

It is not very certain how long the Englifli Eafi-India company have
been fettled on the famous river Ganges in the kingdom of Bengal.

Their firll fidory in that kingdom was at the town of Huguely, on a

river of that name, being a branch of the Ganges, J 60 miles from its

mouth. About this year the company removed to Calcutta, on the

liune river, where they built Fort William, for protecting their vellels

comii^.g down that river from Fatna with piece goods, r.aw filk, and
laltpetre, belivj; the priticipal Ihiple commodities of Bengal, otherwiic

the rajas, v.hole dominions lie on that river, and who are either tribu-

taries to, or elle powerful governors under, the mogul, were apt to

make, and fometimes have made, arbitrary demands of duties for pall-
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ing that way. Higher up, at tlie town of Huguelv the Dutch hnv^

cahco. cotton and muflm. for the European markets; and opium Kbl'ger^^ long pepper, tobacco, &c. for the country trade
^ '

^
On the fame river too the French lately had a fort and fadorv R...«hkewxie. the Daneshad formerly a fadory' Likewiil,1 tl e ^ J;

"''

the late Ortend company had a fhdory ^ ^^'

thete k'Zul ''? ^"''' ^"S"^j^'-^^ ^^ cuftom-houfe. and on that riverthere IS a vad trade earned on for all kinds of India goods birlwL
tnilnll^ Tf' ^'S?-/'-- «^^P'e goods befor:Edon:d^Xy
fnl.V . ,?"?^ •

'^^''' "P^""^' ^'''^' >^n^ie. civet, indigo canes

c nn i ie Tr "'
^"^^'T'"'^

rice, carried all over India inlmmenfe
;?

This great kingdom of Bengal had its own monarchs dllthe year 1582. when it was conquered b^ the mogul It is onrof rllfine countries ot all Afia. and is faid to bring five millions fte^lir^l anually into the mogul's treafury; and is likewife obli^ on o "S"to iupply lum w.th 40.000 horfe, and 80,000 foot foldier;.
'

Alie Fortuguefe had once fundry fadories here hut h'.v^ Ko«. i

inKc expelled by the moguls, for 'their rapacl^^Ijd^ Xeo^u^ [TI
Higher up Huguely river, at Coflimbazar. the Enelifli and J^utrhhave then- out-hidories

; as at Dacca, an ifl nd in "hrmoft eaSbranch o the Ganges
; and at Maldo on another branch S tint vninver; a

1
depending on the before-mentioned principal and fotifieones rhe hnghfli, Dutch, and French, have each a fador^^^t Baaf^^^^^^

^

pepper rade. ,dly. That they had now at lea, 'in ;ib and'am."'honje, eleven Hups and four perminion nups,whore cargoe amom "dto above I,s6o.ooo. 4thly, They had feven great ihips mdTyfJ
« r; oooo"'^'

all tbr Coaft and B^y, whofe cargoes alun;ed: ^^1.570,000. 5thly, They had leven flaps for China and the South fa'

' nu inn'^l" n'V""'""a '",
'''''' ^i 00,000. befides about 30 o£mall aimed veilels, conltantly remaining in India. 6th]y llut thevhave now remaining India goods unfdd at home to the 1p ^'

L700 000. 7thly. That, by'means of their ifl? of Bomb ; \h °v
^

h-e brought tlnther the principal part of the trade of Surat7;i tchorn 4,oco families, computed when the company firfttook pofleflion
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* of it, they are fince increnfed to 50,000 families, all fubjed to the
* company's laws. Lallly, the company had made a mofl luccelsful
* war with the mogul, and brought him to rcafonable terms, confirmed
* by that prince's own phirmaund, and fecured by a ftrong garrilbn at

' Bombay ; which, being one of the befl; ports in India, and lying fo

' near Surat, the great emporium of the Indian trade to Arabia, Periia,

' Baflbra, and the Red fea, if the Englifli trade had not been brought
' thither to load home, and not at the river of Surat, as formerly, it

* would not have been near fo beneficial.' This is indeed a very pomp-
ous view of that company's condition, as publiflied by thcmlelves; but
tlieir enemies foon after gave a very difi'erent view of it.

1^590.—Befides the benefits elfcwhere mentioned, as received by Eng-
land from the French king's revocation of the cdid of Nantes in 1685,
it did good fcrvice to the Englifli colonies in America ; and particularly

in the year 1 690, when King William fettled fome hundreds of French
refugee families on the fouth fide of James's river in Virginia, above the

falls, where they have fince much improved that naturally-fine country.

The French in the province of Canada growing troublefome neigh-
bours to the Englifli province of New-York, by endeavouring to draw
to themfelvcs the whole trade of peltry with the Indian nations, the go-

vernment of New-York made an attempt on Qiicbec, the capital town
of Canada, diftant aboiu 400 or 500 miles from New-York city. For
this end they marched from Albany, with 300 Englifli and 300 allied

Iroquois Indians ; and though the French governor of Canada had with

him above double the number of regular troops, befides Indians, yet the

F.nglifli defeated him, and killed about 300 of his men : but not having
artillery, Sic. proper for attacking their forts, which furely they fliould

have forefcen, they were fiiin to be content with this vidtory, and fo to

return home.
But in this fame year General Coddrington, commander in chief of

the Englifli leeward iflands, had better fuccefs in the Wefl-Indies ; for,

by the help of fuccours from England, joined to the regiments he had
laifcd in thofe iflands, he retook from the French, with the lofs of 200
men, the ifland of St. Chriftophers, from whence he conveyed the French
inhabitants, confifting of 1,800 men, befides women and children, to

Hifpaniola and Martinico. The fame year he likewife retook the ifle

of St. Euftatia, which the French had, the preceding year, taken from
the Dutch : he dfo took from the French St. Martins and St. Bar-

tholomew, but he failed in his attempt on Guadaloupe.
Sir William Phipps, wich a fleet and land forces from New-England, fail-

ed for Nova-Scotia, and took the fort and town of Port-Royal, lince nam-
ed Annapolis Royal, in the bay of Fundy, which had fo greatly annoyed
our commerce in America, by means of the French privateers, as to ob-

tain the appellation of tlie Dunkirk of America. He alfo demoliflied .1
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fort at St. John's river ; and ereded better forts in their ftead The
French till now had, from Port-Royal, carried on a confideruble trade
to the fugar iHes, &c. with li(h. lumber, and peltry. Yet King Wil-
ham's preflures obliged him to reftore it to France by the treaty of Ryf-
wick, and fo it remained till the following century.

So great is the quantity of timber in that country, and the adjacent
parts ot New-England, that, in after years, the furveyor-general for the
woods ot the crown of Great Britain in America had diredions to fet
out 300,000 acres of the befl woodlands, in order to preferve the white
pme trees for marts and other (hip timber, near the fea or navigable
rivers, for the navy ; which, it is hoped, will be ever carefully looked
aher, whatever reports there may be of negleds therein.
The number of houfes in England and Wales this year, as returned

by the books of the hearth duty at lady-day 1690, was 1,391,21:;;
which, at fix perfons to a houfe, makes the number of fouls 7,915 200
or very near eight millions. [D'Jve,u,„rs E[fr.v on ivnys and means of
Supplying the war, London, 1695.] So that, reckoning one milHon and
a halt in Scotland, which may be near the truth, and two millions in
Ireland, which we have elfewhere fliewn to be near the truth, there is
good ground to believe, there may be at leaft eleven millions of fouls in
England, Scotland, and Ireland : that author makes the houfes in York-
fhire tobe 121,052; in Wales 77,921 ; and in London, Weftminfter.
and iMiddleiex, 111,215.

Till about this time there was fcarce any other kind of paper made
in England but the coarfe brown fort. But the war with France oc-
cafioning high duties on foreign paper, the French protertant refugees
fettled in England, and alfo our own few paper-makers, now began to
make white writing and printing paper : which, in length of time, has
been brought to fo great perfection, both for beauty and fubftance.
that, in our own time, we import only certain kinds ofGenoa and Dutcli
paper; which, hf)wever, bears but aYmall proportion to all the paper
uled in the Britifh dominions. How great a faring this has proved to
Britain, may partly be conceived from what has been often formerly
afTirmed by fucli as were well acquainted therewith, viz. that to France
alone, from which wc now take none even in time of peace, we paid
annually to the amount of Li 00,000 for paper only.

At this time, or a little before, fome mines of lead and copper were
found in the lands of Sir Carbciy Price in Cardiganfliire, in South
Wales; which lequirhig great expenlc to work, he^his year divided
them into 24 Ihares. This was the original rile of the mine-adventurers
company, by the mifmanagement of which ib many perfons and fiuii-
hes were greatly hurt, and others uttLrly ruined. In the year 169^,
that gentleman and his partners fubdivided their ^4 fliares into 4,008
fliares, tor the term of twenty-two years and an half: in which fundry

2

I
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lords and gentlemen of worth were deeply concerned. Yet lor want ofu
fufficient Hock of money for carrying on fo expenfivc a work, it lan-
guidied and went retrograde until the year 1698, when a new conftitution
was eftablidied, by indenture, in a pompous manner ; the duke of Leeds
being thereby eftabliflied governor of this company, and Sir Humphry
Mackworth deputy-governor, both during life, with a ll-iecl committee
of managers or diredors ; and a new capital ftnck of Lao.ooo was raifed,
for paying off debts before contracted, and for vigoroully carrying, on
the mines

; and five years were hereby added to the faid twenty-two years
and an half of their grant. Sir Humphry Mackworth's propofal and
plan were accepted ; and he undertook to difpofc of the 4,008 Ihares by
u lottery for Li 25,000, confilling of 25,000 tickets, at L5, whereof 2,(500
were to be fortunate ; with abundance of wild, perplexed, and romantic,
articles, which, however, drew in many perfons of worth and charader.
Sir Humphry Mackworth brou'jjht into this new conftitution, his own
lands, coal-pits, and mines, near Neath in Glamorganfhire, where
wharfs and warehoulcs, reflaing-houles and mills, were erected, and
much lead ore was railed, from whence (juantities of filver were extrad-
ed, and alio litharge of lead, which is ufed by apothecaries, lurgeons,
and painters ; but chiefly by potters for glazing their earthen ware,
and by the makers of fine glals, and of red-lead, into which litharge
i.s eafily transformed. Thus they went on, at a vaft expenfe, till next
century, till when we fiiall leave them, after only obferving, that it is

Ibmewhat firange, lb many fagacious perfons as Sir Humphry Mack-
worth drew into this projed, did not entertain any fufpicion of his
vafily pompous out-ier, and of his propofal of one twelfth part of the
clear profit of the mines to be diipolcd of to fuch charitable ufes as he
Ihould direcl, previous to their knowing any thing certain whether
there would be any profit at all from a mere embryo projed. Ey fuch
means, and likeuife by his charity-propofal, many clergymen's widows,
and orplKins, were engaged therein.

1691.— Afier the KnglilTi Eaft-lndia company's very great expenfe of
money and men in iheir war with the great mogul, they at length ob-
tained peace with him, and the rellitution of their former privileges, in
the year i69r ; when they likewife re-eitablifiied their revolted factory
at Bombay, and (luieied the ifle of St. Helena. Neverthelefs, the above
great expenll-, the inceilimt clamours of the interlopers, and of the
friends of ihofe put to death at St. HeleiKi, jointly confpired to bring
that company into great dilcredit ; infomuch, that printed papers were
handed about, dlfplaying their crimes and mircarria,a;ts, doiibtlefs not
without exaggerations: propofals alfo were publifiied for difi;)lving tin.?,

and creding a new company. And fo far was the houfe of commons
influenced thereby, as in this lame year to addrcfs King William to dif-
lolve the company, agreeable to the power referved by the crown in
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' tin^eto coj6.r:^T:MLl"'^ required fome
committee of the privy council • v,.i!^J

meantime he referred it to a

ing, declare theirT/mir"; IcH'.^'L; o^ra"^?.''''
"^ -"'

council fhould prefcribe; which were ^^^11.1 ft" .^ ^' Con^mutee of
ftock ftould be made u^ Lr .00000 at leafth' '' '^''' "^'P"^l

millions; of which the pVenfcoZ^^^^^^^ '"'^'^ ^-«
conftuute a part: and the prefent coT/anyToin Iv wkh^h^°° ^'? [^
fcr^bers. (hould be incorporated for twe^nTylone y^^T " "'"^ ^"**-

1 he government of New^Endind ftiii fi«^- u t^
very noublefom. neighbo„^"tm "o" ","? :?''„;>!/'?",^'' '"^'"'^
land forces onboard to attirlc n„»l,.„ u f -^ ""' ""•' ^°°°
railing up ,he river 'of S.Lfurc^fThUXr'T^ ''«''•' "^•'^'^' '"

French ,0 bring ,11 eheir ftren^r," Q,.eS b"fo/e S'hTch'T
'" '""

people being repi-Jled, thev were ohH^,^^ i ,'^ P'-'«' °"r
ftip. in coming dow'n S," ^er tfe "Jet:" o^'V r""^°' '^'^
^.ooo Englifl, and ,500 Indians had maXdlve; land' fr'"" m'™^ork. Conned cut &c thpv fmmri r,^ ^

'«>i-iica over Jand from New-
lakes

;

,l,ey were thar^foHSf^Trr: hte 'T 7' "'=
fortunate and ill-conduded exoedirinn rh. • ^- ^" ^^^'^ """
contracted Li4o,ooo debt Si".J /^'"u' °^ N^w-England
loft, one way or other '

'^''' ^""^ '° ^'''^^ ^een i ooo lives

oflhe^mfd:::'!^;'^^;?/;^^^^^^

mittee of th; privy^council^t 1^^ Tl^'^^^^ <^°'^-

' that their preint ^u ck" nci dead ftock and
'^" ^'''''^'''^ y^^^' ^i^'

• more than Li, 500 000+ the nrefent.^^^
'"^'""^ are really worth

' ftock at market being °
I; per c^emha^rr' P' '^

I^^'^ ^^P«^^^
' fon for their being thus difpoflS oF th 1 ^""^"^ "° ^"^ ""'^ ^•^^-

• that their forts, towntanKwie^ n^^^^^^

;

their charters, and have coft liH ft and hft^'h
'^'''' ^%'''''' ^^

' ling
: that all the other l)ropolbd r;^^ ht^ ' l

°''^
'" ""^^'^^ "^'•-

' by their prefent charter\lX hey cabbv.^^^^^
'"'''

^T'^^'^
^°^

co.nt ofSome tranfaSions in tfJ^bZlTcomml ""''^,7 °"f '
^•' f^^"

.:t ^^i^:^- ^U^aS^^^^^^ com-

hindered from Jradn^ nor foufdu ""'' ^^'^ could' not be

^^^weree.p,.d.u;^:h:T:^;;;-,-^^^^^

4N
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gulations mnde by the committee of council, he was of opinion, that

what was needful to preferve this valuable trade could not be perfedted

without the concurrence of parliament ; wherefor he recommended to

them to prepare a bill for that purpofe. This was fpeaking like a good

king to a free people. Hereupon the houfe of commons took the fettle-

ment of this trade into confideration, yet, through their divifions, and

the company's great intereft, they did nothing effectual ; only at the

clofe of that feffion they addrefled the king to diflblve the company at

the end of the three years ; which, he told them, he would confider of.

A war with France having before been feen to be unavoidable by

England, it was foon found to be very unfortunate for the later, that as

her maritime commerce was much greater than that of France, flie was

thereby very much expofed to captures by French privateers ; info-

much, that by an account laid before the parliament in this year, it ap-

peared, that the French had in the two years part of this war, taken

from England no fewer than 3000 fail of trading veflels, great and

fmall : and within the fame period we had taken from France only

67 merchant fliips. A terrible difference indeed, yet not fo difficult to

be accounted for as fome might imagine, when it is confidered that fo

great a part of France's commerce was at this time driven in foreign

fhips, chiefly till now in Dutch bottoms.

On the other hand, (for balancing part of this great misfortune) the

flrid prohibition of commerce by both nations during this war, proved

the occafion of gradually deftroying fundry very profitable French ma-

nufadures, which were either transferred to England diredly, or elfe fet

on foot by other nations. Thus, I) France was almofl entirely deprived

of a moft profitable linen manufacture (never likely to be regained) of

two particular fpecies, viz. dowlas and iockram, chiefly manufatffured in

Normandy and Britanny ; of which England was fliid to have taken off

to the value of L200,ooo flerling annually. For England, not being

well able to be without thole two foits of linen, fet the Hamburghers 011

imitating them lb well, that the very names of thofe French linens with

us are buried in oblivion.

II) France, before this war, manufadured good and cheap felt hats at

Caudbeque, Havre de Grace, and other places in Normandy ; and by

our prohibition of them, we have in time learned to make them better,

as well as cheaper, than the French can do.

III) Before this war the fine glafs manufadure was almofl entirely

French : for, not only the greateft part of the plate-glafs of our coaches

and chairs, and of our fine looking-glafTes, came from France, but like-

wife our finefl window-glafs, which was ufually called Normandy glafs,

and French crown-glafs ; both wh,ch wc have fince made entirLJy our

own manufadure, in the greateft perfedion.

Wc have before noted, under the year 1685, the great benefits which
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•had accrued to England by receiving the French proteftant refugees
who introduced fundry new manufiidures : ncverthelefs, the improve-
ment ot them, and of the others above mentioned, could not have been
lo Ipeedily nor fo effedually aocomphfhed, had it it not been for the
ftridt prohibition of intercourfe between the two nations by this war
Whereby alio (IV) cutlery-ware, watches, toys, ribands, &c. and moft
eipecially England's broad-filk manufadure, have been fo greatly im
proved as even to outdo the French in all of them. Hence it may well
be imagined, how great the lofs of France muft have been in the de-
creale of thefe manufactures.

This year was propitious to England, by the great and fional victory
over the naval power of France off La Hogue on the coaft of Norlnandv
where an army of 20,ooq men lay ready to embark with the late Kin'a'
James to invade England, in cafe the French fleet fliould prove vidori-
ous. Voltaire (m hk y^^e of Louis XIF) relates, that 300 tranfport-
fhips were got ready at Breft ; and Admiral Tourville, with 44 fliips of
war. waited for them on the Norman coaft. D'Etre.s alfo was on hisway from Foulon with another fquadron of 30 Ihips of war. but hap-
pened to be detained from joining Tourville by contrary winds The
combined fleet of England and Holland, according to him and others
conlifled of near 100 lliil, commanded in chief by Admiral RufFel faf!
terward created earl of Orford.) In this tremendous naval engagemenc
21 ofthe bed flnps of France were deftroyed, amongft which was the
hiperb acmiral-fhip the Royal fun, of no brafs cannon, fet on fire in
fight of that ariny and of the late King James. Voltaire relates, that
14 of the largeft French fliips of war were run a-ground on the adjacent
coaft two of which number carried each 104 cannon; and their com-
manders, knowing that they muft be deftroyed by the enemy, with
their ovvn hands fet fire to them. This (he adds) was the firft checkwhich the maritime ftrength of Louis XIV had as yet received

-

This year the French refugees in England, having formed a fuccefs^
iul projed for making luftnngs and alamode filks, artides then in great
vogue, and for which France had received from England great fums ofmoney yearly they got a patent for the fole privilege of making thofe
lilks. which they foon brought to great per^dion. And, though bythechange of fafliion, thole filks are not now in requeft. the projed hou-
cver contributed to the improvement of the Englilh filk manufadure in
•general By an ad of the 8th and 9th of King William, [.. 36] it ap^
pears, that the Royal luftring company had then brought this manufac
ture to the greateft perfedion

; wherefor foreign luftrings and alamode.
were thereby prohibited. This obfolete charter was made one of thebubbles of the year .720, and fell with them foon after to nothino- kwas called the Royal luflring (vulgarly luteftring) company.

1 693.—The parliament pafied an ad for continuing certahi ads therein
* 4X2
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menrioned, and for charging feveral joint flocks ; whereby, inter alia, h
was enaded.that for every Lioo of Eaft-Ir.dia joint flock, ihere (houKI be
anfwered to their majefties, L5, valuing the whole joint flock of ihat
company at L744,ooo, to be paid quarterly by their governor or trea-
furer, and to be dedudted from the feveral perfbns interefted in the faid-

flock, according to their feveral fliares and proportions therein, ;pon
their next dividends.

And for every fliare in the joint flock of the Royal African company ».

Li.
And for every fliare in the joint flock of the Hudfon's-bay company,

L5*
And in cafe any of the companies fiiaU make default in payment at

the times herein fpecified, the charter of fuch company refpedivelyi,
ihall be, and is hereby, adjudged to be void. [4, 5 Gnl et Mar. c. 15.]

Thefe were the only joint-flock commercial companies then in Eng-
land; the other three great commercial- companies, viz. rise Ruflia,
Turkey, and Eaftland, ones, being only regulated companies, wherein
every member or freeman traded folely on his own bottom ; fubjed only
to certain regulations and reftridions by the bye laws and general orders,

of each company ; which have therefor the appellation of regulated
cottipanies.

It happened (either intentionally or moft unaccountably) that the
Eaft-India company negleded to pay the tax within the time limited by
this ad ; whereby they legally forfeited their charter. Yet King Wil-
liam was unwilling to take advantage thereof, as it would have occafion-
ed great diforders and lofl^es to the proprietors. The company, however,,
hereupon was faid to have diftributed great fums of money to men in

power \ : they therefor obtained a new charter, on the 7th of Odober
1693, reftoring them to all the powers, &c. which former charcars had.
given them ; but with the following provifo, viz,

' That if the company do not accept of, fubmit to, and efFcdually
' execute, fuch orders, diredions, additions, alterations, reftridions, &c,.
' relating to the conftitucion and powers of their corporation, and its trade
' and joint flock, &c. as the king Ihall by charter ordain, under his great
' fc^al, before the ayrh September 1694, then their majefties may revoke
' this charter.' Which regulations and orders were accordingly made

• The lift does not afcertain the number of
Glares, or aniount of ftock, in tlte two later cotn-

jiaiiics.

f Great fiims indeed ! the houfe of commons
having ordered an examination of the Eall-India

company's hoc^a, it appeared, that the dims paid

iov J'peci<il fervicrs, whicli before the revolution

fcarcely ever excetdcd L|20C in a year; had ever

lince gradually incre.ifrj, ;aid in the year if<93

the;, nmouiited to near Lpojooo.-^' Lio,ooo were

' traced to the king ; L5000 to the duke of Leeds,
• and other Turns to other men in power.'—Tlw
dirke Was impeached hy the houfe of Commons:
the moll mateiial witnefs was fent out of the

country ; and, in nine dayii after it was demanded,
by the lords, a proclamation was ifliied to flop

his flij^lit.
—

' Tlius ended a wretched farce.''

[Mucphtifon's Iljjlory of Great Brilain, F. ii.
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by two royal charters : the firft of which was on the nth of Ncvember
1693, in fubftance as follows, viz.

I) All fubfcribers ftiall be members of the company.
II) L744,coo (hall be the whole capital of the company.

• III) None (hall fubfcribe above Li 0,000.
• IV) In general courts Lrooo ftock fliall have one vote ; and none

* fhall have above ten votes,
' V) Such as (hall become proprietors by purchafe, (hall pay for their

* treedom. L5, Who (as alfo the new fubfcribers) (hall take the oaths
* appomted by law, and alfo the freeman's oath.

• VI) The gov^nor, or, in his abfence, the deputy-governor, to have

I

a caftmg vote in all courts ;. each of them to have L4000 in their own
right • and each committee-man Li 000 *.

• VII) No permiffion (hall be granted for (hips to India on a private
account, on the penalty of forfeiting the charters^
' VIII) No private contra<a is to be made, for fale of the company's

* goods, (fakpetie only excepted, fold for the king's ufe.) But all to be
* openly and i>ublicly fold. And no one lot (jewels escepted) to ex-
* ceed L500 value.

IX) The company (hall annually export to India, of the growth and
* produd of England, to the value of at leaft Li 00,000.

,
' X) The company (hall annually fupply the crown with 500 tons of
faltpetre, at L38 : 10 per ton in time of peace, and at L/lz in time of

* war.

* XI) All dividends of the company's profits (hall, for the future be* made in money only.
'

' XII) A book (5iali be liereafter kept by the company, wherein the
value of their ftock fhall be entered, as attefted upon oath, to be view-

* ed by all concerned
; imd the like as to all mortgages, alienations

* transfers, and a(rignments.
'

^
•
XIII) The joint (lock of the company fliall continue for 21 years-

and one year before its expiration, books diall lie open for new fub-
'' fcnptions to a new joint ilock.'

In an ad ef imrliament for regaining, enccaraging, and fettling, the
Oreenland trade, it is obfeived, that the trade to the Greenland (bas in
the fiftmg for whales, had heretofore been very beneficial to England
both m rdped to the employment of f^an^en and (hips, and the con-
liimption of great quantities of provifions f, as nlfo in the importation
Gt great quantities of oil and whale-fins

; yet that this trade hud bcrn
wholely l9ft to the kingdom, and could now no otherwife be revived
than by umted endeavours in a joint ftock :

' wherefor this ad incor-
porates Sir Walham Scawen, and forty-one perlons more, to be a cor-
• The committee men arc now called dirt 'lors.

t How different i. thii ftile from the proclamations of King James and King Charles 1.' ^.

I
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' pr.ration, by ibe name of" the compnny of laercliants of London irad-
' ing to Greenland, wiili the \\{\v\\ powers of fucci^lllon, &c. this com-
' pany having ah'eady luofcribcd 1.40,000 for that end . the mafler and
' onlv one third of the mariners to he Lnt;Hfli *, and [he ftiips to be
' KngHfli-built. All conn ads, agrcer.enls, and bargains, for their flock
' to be void, unlefs transferred within ten days after. This corporation
' to exiil; only for fourteen years from the ill of Odober 1693.' [4, 5
ill//, ft Mm: c. 17.]

The Englifli and Dutch naval exploits in this year proved almoft as

unfortunnre as they had been profperous in the preceding one : for Sir

George Rooke, with 2-}, ihips of war, having the Turkey fleet under his

convoy, was attacked by the grand lleet of France, commanded in chief

by Tourvillc, olF Cape St. Vincent, who took or deflroyed 12 Englifli

and Dutch iliips of war, together with 80 merchant (hips, EngUfli and
Dutch ; which was a fevere lofs to both nations.

The French, we have feen, having, even in time of peace, feized on
all the forts of England in Hudfon's bay, excepting that at Port-Nelfon,

in the year 1686, King William now fent out fuch a force as retook

them all. Neverthelefs, foon after, the French, with a ftronger force,

again took all the forts in that bay.

1694.—The revenues of the city of Londpn having in fome former

times been under bad or negligent management, the fund for the orphans

of freemen was fufFered to run fo far in arrear, that the chamber of Lon-
don (where that fund was and is ftill kept) was fliut up for feveral years.

Hereof great complaints were made at different times, infomuch that

this Ihutting up was compared to the fliutting up of the exchequer in

the year 1672. After three or four years folicitation, the magiftracy

coming into better hands, they obtained an ad of parliament [5, 6 Gul.

a Mar. c. 10] for relief of the orphans and other creditors of the city

of London, purporting, ' that whereas the mayor, commonalty, and ci-

' tizens, are anfwerable for all monies of their orphans ; but that, by
' reafon of fundry accif' us and calamities, they are now indebted to

' tne faid orphans and oi.ier creditors, for principal and interefl, in a

' much greater fum than they are able to fatisfy, (viz. L6oo,ooo) un-
' lels fome aliiftance be given them. It was therefor enaded, ifl;, that

' towards railing a perpetual fund to pay the yearly intereft of 4 per

' cent for the whole debt, to any orphans, or their afligns, or other cre-

• ditors, of the city of London, all the manors, meiluages, markets,

' fairs, aqueduds, and revenues, of the city, (excepting the public hol-

' pitals and the revenues of London bridge) fhould be charged forever,

• from midfumn^ier 1694, towards railing the clear yearly fum of L8000
' forever, and L2000 more per annum to be raifed on perfonal eAates.

* The vain uf Ei'jjlifli harpoonccrs, &c. being at tliis lime fo great, /i.
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And, for the Increar of this fund, L600 per annum was to be paid

I

out of the profits of the convex lamps, (then in vogue, fince come to

I

nothmg) 4^ per chaldron for metage on coals imported, and 6i more

I

per chaldron or ton, (for fifty years, from michaelmas 1700) to be
colleded m the fame manner as by the ad of the 19th of Charles II

'^
for rebuilding the city of London ; alfo 4/ per ton on wines import-

^

ed, 2/5 for bmdmg every apprentice, and 5/ for every new freeman
.

And to the mtent that this fund might be perpetual, it was now enad-
^

ed, that from the tmie when the impofrtion of 6d on coals fliould

^

ceale, (viz. michaelmas 1750) then the city lands, manors, meflUaucs,

^

markets, 8cc. and aUother the city's revenues, Ihould be charged with
^

the farther yearly fum of L60C0, over and above the before-named
annual fum of L8000 applicable to the Hune ufe. All which fums

^

fliould, in the firft place, be applied to pay the faid 4 per cent yearlv
for intereft on the faid orphans debt, to be paid half-yearly, on mid-
lumnner and St. Thomas's day : which debt fliouid be a pernetu-il

;

transferable ftock. But no orphan {hould for the future be compet-
Jable to pay any money into the chamber of London, And any or-

I

pnan (under 21 years of age) applying hereafter to pay a fum of mo-
ney into the chamber of London, may take advantage of this ad and

^

the chanibcrlain may thereupon pay off the like fum to any who arc
not orplians under 21 years of age, and admit the laid orphan in his

^

Itead. There are alio claufes in favour of the corporations of the wa-
ter companies of the New river, York.buildings, Shadwell, and Loivdon bridge.'. » " ^^^>r

We may here add, that, upon the credit of this new orphans fund aprojed was afterward propofed to be ingrafted by Mr. William Pater-
ion (the firfl projedor of the bank of England) and others, for raifinean additional joint ftock of L6oo,ooo, for lending money on land fecu-
nties, for a voUnitary regifter of lands, and for ifil.ing and circulating
a paper-credit, &c. ; which, however, did not take place
By the great increafe of the (Inpping of London, the fuburbs eaft of

the Tower and below St. Catherine's, called Wapping, were become fo
populous, that It was now found necelKiry to ered a new church and
ixiri h for the mhabitants thereof, by the name of the parilli of St. Johnm Wapping, m the county of Middlefex.

^

A tax was laid on London hackney coaches (then fixed at 700 innumber) of L4 per annum each, befide a fine of L50 for a licence for
tvventy-one years, ami L8 per. annum on ftage coaches, [c, 6 C/// a

f'l
""^ :^"''> ^'.'^'^ '^'^ "'^y ^^'^^^ "« "^°'<^ to fay hereafter on t'his

point) by an ad of the 9th year of Qiiecn Anne, [.. 23] the hackney
u>aches of London were fixed at 800 in number, commence fiommidlummer 17.5, when the former term was to expire ; from whichterm each of thole coaches were to pay 5/ weekly. Alfo 200 hackney
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chairs were thereby licenced at icyeach per annum ; in the year fol-

lowing they were increafed to 300; and by another aft [12 Geo. I,

c. 1 2] the hackney chairs were increafed to 400 in number, by reafon
of the great increafe of new buildings wcftward.

This year is memorable for the eredlion of the prefent moft ufeful
and laudable corporation of the Bank of England, which has not only
proved extremely beneficial to commerce, but has alfo on many emer-
gencies been a great fupport of the public credit of the nation. We
have feen, that before this time there were propofals and fchemes offer-

ed to the public for a like purpofe : and it is indeed fomewhat ftrange,
that a public or general bank, capable of not only fupporting its own
credit by a paper currency, for the benefit of commerce, efpecially with
refped to large payments, but alio fupporting the national credit, was
not fooner eftabliftied in a country fo much abounding in wealth and
commerce.

There were in Europe at this time but four very confiderable banks,
thofe of Amftcrdam, Venice, Genoa, and Hamburgh; of which all but
that of Genoa are folely for the convenitncy of merchants. At Am-
fterdam, Venice, and Hamburgh, all bills of exchange and other large

payments are ufually paid in their banks, which faves much trouble to
merchants.

There are banks in other parts of Europe, which arc not only for the
conveniency of commerce, but alfo for the emolument of their pro-
prietors, who had originally advanced money to the ftate, for which
they had a perpetual fund of intereft ; and they obtained alfo the pri-

vilege of being cafh-keepers for merchants and others. Such are the
banks of Genoa, Naples, and Bologna ; there being two fuch in the
later city, in one of which, though only 10 per cent was ever paid in,

they are faid to make a dividend on the whole nominal capital ; and
they are alfo faid to lend money at I per cent per annum, proceeoing
from the great cafh they are entrufted with without intereft. After this

fecond fort of banks was the bank of England modelled, as were alfo

the two incorporated banks of Edinburgh.
Moft of the former printed propofals for public banks in England

feem to have had that of Amfterdam principally in view: but although
that famous bank be doubtlefs a noble and very ufeful one araongft a
people whofe wealth confifts almoft entirely of money, and what wc
call perfonal eftates, it is at leaft doubtful whether one entirely on that

model would be fo fuitable for England. Be this as it may, it is cer-

tain that fundry men of good abilities had for feveral years paft employ-
ed their thoughts on a bank nearly refembling that of Genoa, and part-

ly thofe alfo of our own private bankers, having circulating notes or

bills, but with more than all the conveniencies of thofe private ones,

wnd without the hazard of b:vnkruptcies. It was alfo well judged, that,
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m order to bring down the high rates of interef^ and premiums at thistime paid by the government, (which was big with mifchief to com-merce, by mducing men to draw their money out of trade), it wouldbe requifitc to eftabUfh a pubHc transferable fund of intereft ; and thatthe bank fhould alfo be for the conveniency of dayly receipts and pay-ments

j and fhould be conftituted a body-poUtic, with proper powers.

Mr. William Paterfon, merchant, who had been much in fundrv fo-reign countries of Europe, had laboured this point ever fince the year
1 69 1

with Michael Godfrey Efq. and others of the fame mind' Tnd
as the government at this time was put to very confiderable difficulties
for raifing the annual fupplies. in order to fupport an expenfive war
againft fo potent a foreign enemy, while the public meafures were atthe fame time clogged and diftrefled by a violently-diflkffeaed fadion
at home, who alleged, that banks could thrive nowhere but in a re-public and yet would at other times argue, that fuch a bank as wa^p.opoied would make the kmg abfolute ; he hoped that the governmentwould therefor reachly incorporate, with certain powers and privileges
a number of welUffeded gentlemen, who would advance a large furnby way of loan for the public exigencies : yet. as he himfelf relates inus Account of his tranfadions in relation to the bank of England andthe orphans fund.' (1695. folio) he found it much more difficult ^oget It confented to by the privy council, (the king being in Flanders)
in order to be brought into parliament, than he had at firft apprehend-
ed. The monied men alio oppofed it. left it fliould diminifti (as it cer-tainly foon after did) their exorbitant gains from the public diftrefles •

for even 8 per cent on the land-tax. befides additional premiums, thoughpayable vvithm the year, did not latisfy them. Other anticipations ofthe public revenues were much higher, the intereft. j^remiums. and dif-counts thereon running up to 20. 30. and 40. per cent. And fad it wasto confider, that contracts for things fold to the government were madeon the foot of 40, 50. to ,00 per cent above their current value, ac*^cording to the lame author, who was known to be well acquainted withthe ftate of things in thoie times.
At this time. Mr. Paterfon obferves, (in his ingenious book called theConferences on the public debts, by the Wednefday's club in Friday

ftreet) that fo great was the difficulty of railing the annual fuppSthat the min.ftry were obliged to ftoop to folicitations to the Londoncommon council for borrowing only one or two hundred thoullmdpounds at a time, on the firft payments of the land-tax. as parSrcommon-councilmen did to the private inhabitants in their refpedive

'rvf ' fT^^ "" ^'"''^^ ^"^ ^^^^^^ ^^'^ the loan of money.
Ihe debates held long in the privy council, ((^een Mary prefent)many^bemg of opimon that a bank would not^fwer, as diey weri

4, O
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only to have 8 per cent intereft on the Li,200,000 to be advanced by
the propofers of this bank. The diflaffeded were all againft it, alleging

it would ingrofs the money, ftock, and riches, of the kingdom.
At laft, the parliament having pafled an a& [5,6 Gul. et Mar. c. 20]

for granting feveral rates and duties on tonnage of fhips, and on beer,

ale, and other liquors, for fecuring certain recompenfes, 8cc. to fuch
perfons as fhould voluntarily advance Li,500,000, it was thereby enabl-

ed, that thf'ir majefties might grant a commiflion to take particular fub-
fcriptions for Li ,200,000, part of tht laid Li,500,000 *, of any perfons,

natives or foreigners, whom their majefties were empowered to incor-

porate, with a yearly allowance of L 100,000, (viz. L96,ooo, or 8 per

cent, for intereft, till redeemed, and L4000 for charges of management.)
The corporation to have the name of The governor and company of the

bank of England. Their fund to be redeemable, upon a year's notice

after the ift of Auguft 1705, and payment of the principal ; and then
the corporation to ceafe. The company were enabled to purchafe lands,

&c. unlimitedly, and to enjoy the other ufual powers of corporations

:

their ftock to be transferable. The corporation were not to borrow or

give fecurity under their common feal, by bill, bond, covenant, or

agreement ; nor owe at any one time more than Li ,200,000, except

by future adts of parliament, upon funds to be agreed on in parliament.

And in cafe of their borrowing any greater fum than Li,200,000 un-
der their common feal, then every private member, and their heirs, ex-

ecutors, and adminiftrators, are proportionably chargeable therewith, or

for the repayment thereof. This corporation muft not employ or trade

with any of their ftock, monies, or efFeds, in buying or felling any
goods or merchandize whatever, on forfeiture of triple the value of

what is fo traded for. They may deal in bills of exchange, and in buy-
ing and felling bullion, gold, or filver, and in felling any goods or mer-
chandize which ftiall be pledged to them for money lent, and which
fhall not be redeemed at the time agreed on, or within three months
after ; and may alfo fell fuch goods as ftiall be the produce of lands pur-

chafed by the faid corporation. Provided always, that all bills obliga-

tory under the feal of the corporation may be aftlgnable by indorfe-

ment ; and fuch aftlgnment ftiall abfolutely veft the property in the af-

fignees. Provifo, that if the governor, deputy-governor, direftcrsf , ma-
nagers, or other members, of the corporation, fo to be eftabliftied, ftiall,

upon the account of the did corporation, at any time purchafe any

crown-lands or revenues, or ftiall advance to the crown any money by
way of loan or anticipation on any branch of the revenue, other than

en fuch branches on which a credit of loan is or fljall be granted by

• The miiiiftry would not ttuft tlie wliole money to this new fclieme. A.

f The name of dlreclors now begins to come into ufe inilead of committees. //.
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parliament, they Hiall forfeit triple the value of money fo lent • Pro-vided. that no letters of fignet. privy feal. or great feal, of the'crown-
fhall pardon or remit any hne or amerciament charged on this corpora-

be deduded out at their annual fund. The reft of this long id relatesto annuities for one two, or three, lives, for L300.000 principal money •

the refiduc of the L 1.500,000 raifed by this ad to be granted by theKing.

In confequence of this ad of parliament, the fubfcriptions for theLi,20o,ooo were completed in ten days time, and L25 per cent paid

tZnf f'f t ^"f '^ ']!.''''' i incorporation was executed on^the27th oyuly 1694 ; though It muft be here obferved, that the charterwas in fad little more than a piece of form, all the eftemial powers

U.'^lT' f'-, ^r"'"-^
to the bank, being included in the ad of par-'Lament, which has virtually been a leading one for the eredion of allhiture great trading corporations ; whereby, agreeable to the ad of theyear 1 089 for declaring the rights and liberties of the fubieds &c thecrown IS limited and reftruined from granting, by its fole authoritynew exclufive powers, privileges. &c. to any perfon or body-po tfcwhatever

;
upon which ground it is, that all corporations, ereded folely

fiLAV.T"' 7\'^°"V^' '^"^r ^^ parliament, (whether before orfnee the date of that famous ad) which claim any exclufive rights by

to be fo'f^Jr iMegr*
"^'°'' ^'°^'" '"'^ ^'"''''' ^"^"'^^' ^^^"^ ^etefmined

nn7rfn^^^7^'K"•^'"''''
'''^''^' ^^^^ ^^"^ '' the firft inftance ofany national fund being managed by any other than the crown officer

a the exd^equer. This new method of allowing a round fum for

fn;'^' iT'TT'' ^r'
^^''^ ^"" ''•^^^ f°"°-^'d' not only with re'Iped to the bank, but alfo to the Eaft-India and South-fea companies

Jernn °r"a"
^"^ fV'^'^^' °^ management (i. e. for falaries^ofTo:

vernors. d.redors clerks, office-rent. &c.) were at firft ufually comput-ed from what fuch funds had formerly coft the crown whe/manS
at the exchequer

; though in later times. I conceive, moftly with fomefavmg to the public in this new method.
Ihe eredion of this famous bank (fays its projedor Mr. Paterfonwho was cholen one of its firft diredors) not only relieved t^ minTfterl

SlHr'v'f'l
from their frequent proceffions, as he terms them, intothe city, for borrowing money on the bert and neareft public fecurities

at an intereft of ro or 12 per cent per annum, but likewife gave ifeand currency to double pr triple the value of its capital in other branches

?ur^ r^ nfT^"'
''''^•^°' under God. became the principal means of' 1 cfuccefs of the campaign m the following year 1695, as particularly in

J. O 2
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reducing the important fortrefs of Namur, the firft material ftep to-

wards the peace concluded at Ryfwick in the year 1 697.
Mr. Godfrey, in his judicious Brief account of the intended bank of

England, (1694) wifely foretold, * that if the bank can circulate their

* foundation of Li, 200, GOi.', without having more than L300,ooo ly-

' ing dead at one time with another, the faid bank will be in effed as

' Lgoo.ooo frefh money brought into the nation. Thus' (continues

he) * it will make money plentiful, trade eafy and fecure ; will raife

' the price of lands, will draw the fpecies of gold and filver into the
' hands of the common people, as we fee it in Holland, Genoa, and
' other places, where thefe funds are accommodated to receipts and
' payments. But after all,' (fays he) ' the happy eflfedls of this under-
* taking, like almoit all other great things in trade, will be beft under-
' flood by the pradice thereof, when time fhall convince the ignorant,'

&c. And as this has adually happened as that able gentleman foretold,

we fhall not need to fay more in this place on the great bentiits of this

bank.
The charter direds, that there be a governor, deputy-governor, and

twenty-four directors *, of whom thirteen or more fhall conflitute a

court, the governor or deputy-governor to be always one. L500 ftock

to be the loweft qualifications for a vote in general courts ; and no pro-

prietor, how much foever his flock may be, to have more than one

vote. The governor's qualification flock to be at leafl L4000, the de-

puty-governor's L3000, and each diredor's L2000 ; and all thefe fhall

be natural-bo n fubjeds, or naturalized. Leflening their qualification

flock vacates their offices, which fhall be only annual. They fhall take

the flate oath, and alfo the oath of office, and the oath of flock-quali-

fication. Voters alfo in general courts fhall take the qualification oath

and flate oath. No dividend to be made but by confent of a general

court, and only out of the interefl, profit, or produce, arifing by fuch

dealing, buying, and felling, as the ad of parliament allows. General

courts may make bye laws, &c. agreeable to the ad of parliament and

• The names of the fit ft dirtdlors of this great

and opulent corporation ought not to be omitted

in a hiftory of commerce. They were,

Sir John HouMjn, governor,

Michael Godfrey, El'q. deputy-governor.

Direiiort.

Sir John Hiifband,

Sir James Houblon,
Sir William Gore,

Sir William Scawcn,

Sir Henry Fiirnefe,

Sir Thomas /\l)iity,

Sir William llcdijts,

Brook Bridges,

James Bateman,

George Boddington,

Edward Gierke,

James Deiiew,

'i'homas Goddard,

Abraham Houblon,

Gilbert Hcathcotc,

Theodore Janfen,

John Loidi.ll,

Samuel Letliieulhcr,

William Patcrfon,

Robert Raworth,

John Smith,

Obadiah Sedgwick,

Nathaniel Tench, and

John Ward, Efquirea. M.
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the general laws of the kingdom ; may impofe fines on delinquents

;

may appoint falaries to governors, diredors, &c. Stock to be devifeable
by will, to be attcfted by three or more witnefTes ». Laftly, neither
the governor, nor the deputy-governor in his abfence. Ihall have any
vote either m general courts or in courts of diredois, fave where there
Ihall appear to be an equality or equal number of votes.

It IS evidtnt from the ad of parUament and charter, that this bank
IS empowered to lend money on pledges ; yet the corporation has as yet

T if Tu ""c^T "^^ ''^. '^^' P°^"' although in the London gazette
of the 6th of May ,695 ,s the following advertiremcm, viz. ' The court
^

ot diredtors of the bank of England give notice, that they will lend
^
mor.ey on plate, lead tin, copper, fteel, and iron, at 4 per cent perannum They have hitherto contented themfelves with banking on-

ly, including therein the dealing in bullion, gold, and filver, difcount-
ing bills o. exchange, advancing money to ttie public on the credit ofads of parliament, and circuhting their own feal^d bills, which bore
intereft. (though iince lai i afide) and their calh-notes on demand bear-
ing no intereft

;
as alfo circulating exchequer bills for the governmenton a ftated a.lk>wance. In all which this happy corporation h-, roved

extremely advantageous to the nation, and has prefer eH . ^^teeritv
and. as var as was pofllble. its credit, even in very perilous times, down
to our own days, chiefly owing to their great care in eleding for their
governors and diredors only gentlemen of known abilities and integri-
ty, as well as of fortune. ^

Notwirhftnnding all the precautions ufed in the powers given by law
to the bank. It had many enemies to ftruggle againft. Even before
this year expired it was (harply animadverted on in print as unfit to becontinued Some very ridiculous objedions pafled down with many:
as, that all national banks have hitherto been peculiar to republics, thisbeing the firft of any m Europe ereded in a monarchy ; that it^ ma!nagers and chief fubfcribers were inclinable to republican principles :
that ,t may fubvert the regal government, by getting the public mol
ncy, &c. into their hands ; that it draws the money out of trade for thefake of 8 per cent intereft; that it deftroys perfonal credit, on whichyoung merchants were wont to be fupported in their commerce, &c.On the 28th of September 1694 the Englilh Eaft-India company hada fecond charter of regulations, which, after reciting the fubftance ofhe two preceding charters, made the following alterations and explana-
tions, (/rUer alia) viz. r «

I) The company may licence their own commanders and marinersbut no others, to trade on their own private account in fuch commo-

1
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dities, and to fuch value, as a general court Hiall dired, provided entry
be firft duely n'; Je, as well as cuftom paid, before landing the fame.

II) To the intent that the company's annual exportation to India of
the value of L 100,000 of Englifli goods may truely be proved, a jufl

account thereof in writing, figned by the governor or deputy, fliall be
annually laid before the king and council, attefted on the oaths of the
proper officers ; which goods fhall not be relanded, nor carried any-
where out of the company's limits.

III) Neither the governor, deputy, nor committee, (hall lend out the
company's money, without the authority of a general court, &c.
IV) If this and the two laft charters (hall not appear to be profitable

to the crown and realm, either in whole or in part, then, after three

years warning, all the thre'i charters fhall be determined and void, and
the governor and company (hall no longer continue a corporation.

Laftly,

V) This company fliall, by a writing under their common feal, de-

clare their acceptance of, and fubmiffion to, this and the faid two laft

charters, or elfe they fliall no longer ad as a corporation.

We may here juft briefly note a temporary law for encouraging the

building of good and dcfenfible fliips, which grants one tenth part of
the tonnage and poundage duty to the builders of three-decked fliips,

of at leaft 450 tons burden and 32 guns, for ten years to come, to be
allowed only on their firft three voyages. [5, 6 Gul. et Mar. c. 24.]

This year the Dutch took from the French the fortrefs of Pondi-

cherry on the coaft of Coromandel, whereby (as Voltaire in his ^i^e of
Louis XIV obferves) the commerce of France declined very much in

India. Yet Louis obliged the Dutch, at the peace of Ryfwick in 1697,
to reftorc Pondicherry to the French company ; and it was thereupon

better fortified by that company. They have alfo fince then greatly

increafcd their commerce to India, as both the Englifli and Dutch com-
panies know to their coft.

By the new fubfcriprion of 1^744,000 which added 781 members to

the Englifli Eart-India company, it might have been imagined, that they

had now eftec^ually fecured themlelves againft the future attacks of op-

ponents. But as this company had expended vaft fums of money to

courtiers, members of i>arliament, and others, as well for obtaining the

laft three charters, as in endeavouring to divide and buy off the inter-

lopers ; and more efpecially in endeavouring to obtahi an act o^ ^'urlia-

ment for their abiblute legal eftablifliment, their enemies found means

to influence the houfe of commons fb far againft them, as to enter upon

a flriCt examiiiuiion of their practices. In the conrlt; of the incpiiry

they dilcovcrcd, that in the year i69'5 alone, whilft Sir Thomas Cooke was

governor, and Francis Tyllbi, Kfq. deputy governor, upwards of LHo.ooc

were expended for Iccrct fcrvices by the former, and by Sir Baill Fire-
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brafs (lately brought oft from the interlopmg intereft) which two laft-named gentlemen, refufing to difcover to whom the faid fecret-fervicemoney was given, were, together with Mr. Charles Bates and Mr TamesCraggs. committed to the tower of London by the houfe of commonsin the year 1 695^ And although, in obedience to an ad ofparliamentof this year. Sir Thomas Cooke made a difcovery ofmany things to boSi
houfesofparhament.yetitdidnotgive entire fatisfadion, as maybemore fully feen in a printed colledion and fupplement of the debatesand proceedings of parUament of the years 1694 and 1695, upon theinquiries mto the late briberies and Corrupt pradices. (quarto, 1 695) con!cermng which we Ihalljuft obfeive. that fundryfinifter arts at that ti?neufed were afterward pradifed on a fimilar occafion in the famous year
1 720

:

flich. for inftance, as Sir Bafil Firebrafs's contrading with theEaft-India company to put (i. e. to oblige that company to receive of

Si;^°iT° 'l^'l ^""f ',^ '^"^ ^''' ''^'' ^'h^" ^he charterS begranted, ahhough their ftock was then only at 1 00 per cent : whereuponthe company paid him the difference, being L50 000 • the dirnnfoi ^f"
which laftfum Sir Bafil Firebrafs could ne?enrbTo;gt%o'&/
Great fums were alfo laid out for the reftifal of ftock at certain priceson the fame fuppofition. Reftifal of ftock was a contrad for having theoption of demanding ftock at a fixed price ; as the put of ftock was a

fwelft^n^''"';'
5-P----pLdown, the^con^ador obliedlumfelf to take a fixed quamity of a ftock, at a future time, for a fifedand higher price theremfpecified. Thcfe new-fangled or cant termtwere firft brought into ufe by this company ; and in this way of ftockobbing dayly bargains were made for many fucceeding years, fo as tobe fince reduced into a kind of fcience ; but moft eminently in the fl-mousyear 1720 and fome years after, till all fuch time-contrads and

17,Tk ?';^""^]
''''r

'"'^' P^'^^^ ^y '^ «f parhament. Grea fums

1 I r T
"°'^^' ^^^ The houfe of commons had alfo impeached theduke of Leeds, then lord prefidem of the council, on the flid accountbut the prorogation of the parliament put an end to it. Some Tars

on him brth;""'' "T
"'"' t ,'^^""" ^^^'^^ '^'-^d Li2,ooo beftowedon him by the general court of this company, by way of compenfatioutor his former fuffiirings on their account.

i-ompeniatiou

This year the noble and magnificent hofpital at Greenwich for thereceptim. of decayed failors ferving in the royal navy, wa foundedKing William and qiieen Mary had for fome time had thi 1.31;heart
;
and they accordingly made a grant of the royal palace at Greenwch, (a part ot w uch, on the wdl fide, had been begin to be rebiu tiov a royal palace by King Charles II) as alfo of a large adjoining fmcc

the 25th of Odober 1695 appointed by patm a number of commLT^
1
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fioners for direamg the building and endowing of the intended hofpltar
and granted a large fum out of his civil lift for that end ; and his rovat
icuceffors were alfo confidcrable benefadors to it. At length annual fums^
were granted by parliament for finifhing this truely magnificent orna-
ment and glory of Great Brirain, which was fully completed in the reign
of his late majefty King George II.

In the fecond edition of Gibfon's Continuation of Camden's Britanniawe have ah authentic view of the vaft increafe of the royal navy of
England, exhibited in this year 1695, by Samuel Pepys Efq. viz

At this time, anno 1695.
In Camden's time, anno 1607.

Number of fhips and vef-

fels from fifty tons and
upwards . but —40 fhips, now above 200 fhips.

The general tonnage of
the whole - was under 23,600 tons, nowaboveiia.Aootons

The number of men re-

quired for manningthc
fame - . was under 7,800 men, nowabove45,ooomen.

Themedium ofits annual
charge during the lafl

L4oo,ooo
1,620,000

5 years of peace, under Li 5, 500 above
Ditto of war, - under 96.400 —'— above

In this remarkable year, the parliament, gentry, and merchants, of
Scotland made a very great eflbrt, perhaps one of the greateft that had
ever been ef&yed at one time by any European nation in their very
firft attempt, for eftabiifhing a colony of their own people in America

;

and, at the fame time, a company for commerce to Africa and Eaft-
Tndia

:
which, however, proved ultimately very fatal to Scotland. It was

faid to have been underhand fet on and encouraged by the interlopers
in the Englifli Eaft-Tndia trade ; who, finding that both king and par-
liament inclined to favour the company, flattered themfelves with hopes,.
that, by thus encouraging the Scottifh defign, they might obtain their
own particular ends.

Be that as it may, it is certain, that the Scots had long lamented their'
being almoft the only maritime nation in Europe, without the Medi-
terranean and Baltic feas, who had no colony nor fettlement out of
Europe. This point was more efpecially in their thoughts lince the re-
ftoration of King Charles II ; but the violent meafurcs of the two royal
brothers prevented that harmony, which was necelKiry to reconcile
jxiople of oppofue parties in fo great a national concern. Upon King
WiUiam's acceftion they began to think more ferioufly about fuch mer-
cantile fchemes in Scotland j and in the year 1693 their parliament pafled
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an aa for encouraging foreign trade, by empowering merchants to enterinto commercial focieties; more efpecially for trading to Afia, Africa

and for a royal charter m consequence of it. incorporating a company
to trade to thofe parts. It had been framed by Mr. William Paterfon *
the projedor of the bank of England, and of th'e new o;pCs fund wh^^propofed a pkce m the country .->lled Darien, very near the ifthmus

Teont^r'
North and South America, uninhabited by any European

to K. on the South fea near Panama ; whereby a great trade might be

Scotdm'.a f' r
'^"^ ^'^

'u^
"^'^ '"'^^^'' The fubftance of th^

ocottilh adt of parliament and charter was,
I) That a number of perfons of quality, and of eminent merchants

Afi;-.?
^heir fuccefTors. fhall conftitute a company for a trade to S.

t^:^^:^' " '^ '^''^
'''' ''""'-> '^ '-'^-' --^-^ -

n) Half its capital flock, at leafl.fhall always belong to native Scots

Signers
^'"''°'^'"'^' ^^" "" ^° '^°^'^" ^°-^- P-^^' ^"5 to'

III) The qualifications of members.
IV) The company's power to purchafe lands, &c.
y )

And to levy forces and fit out fhips, for war as well as commerceand that they may plant colonies and ered forts anywhere not bTk^.'heproperty of any European flate, &c. provided, that all their SftaUreturn diredly to Scotland with their cargoes
^

nfYu' w'.y"^^
'^^^

"'"'^f
'° ^^'^ ^"^ -^'•^^^ to be for ever exclufiveof all but the company

; but to Darien only for thirty-one years toho d their lands of the crown in fovereignty. \nd TanyZasTle'dlnc

]Ji!^l^^'^\c''i
merchandize to be free from all reflraints and prohi-bmons

;
as alfo from all cuftoms and taxes for twenty-one years aVMalfo the company's members, fervants, &c.

No fooner was the company ereded! than Mr. Paterfon and his friendsm Enghnd had influence to get L300.000 fterling fubfcribed in nLedays. Soon after L300 000 more was fubfcribed in Scotland, the who"ecapital being at firft defigned to be but L600.000 flerling. 'flut fea !ing that the EngUfli iubfcribers would foon be obliged^ to wTthdrawtheir fubfcptions. Mr. Paterfon and his alTociates went to Anrf^erdanTwhere they at hrft met with encouragement
: but the magiftrrtes fo^n

decply i,uo fpec,.Ia,i,.ns ,d,.,u,ij to co
, ore" ad tTbc n.i.l f

'" '^'^ '"'"^
h'"''*' = '° = <>

col,Je,. He wa, lo aM.ch rojardcl for 1,^.,.:;'.^ ^^M^:!;^ '7''''' "' '" '""" '" ''''

\ or.. II.
^ p
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fufpecfting the prejudice this new company might do to their Eafl: and
Weft India companies, entirely fruftrated their fubfcriptions there. So
their next attempt v,'as at Hamburgh, where they were cordially receiv-

ed, the citizens expreffing their forrow that there was room for no more
than L200,ooo fterling for them to fubfcribe. Thus far the company's
wifhes fucceeded ; and, as it was expeded, that in Scotland L200,ooo
more would be fubfcribed to make the capital up to one million fterling,

they therefor haftened the building and purchafing fhips of great bur-
den at Hamburgh and Amfterdam, when fuddenly this fine projed was
overclouded, by the alarm taken by both the Englifli houfes of par-

lia nent, who in December 1695 very pathetically addrefled the king
againft the great advantages which he had granted to this company :

' whereby fay they, a great part of the ftock and ftiipping of England
' will be carried into Scotland, where there will be a free port for all

* Eaft-India commodities ; and confequently, the feveral places of Eu-
* rope, tin now fupplied from England, will from thence be furnifhed
' much cheaper. The Eaft-India merchandize alfo will be run into
* England by the Scots, to the unfpeakable prejrdice of England's trade
' and navigation, and of your majefty's cuftoms : and, if the Scots be
' fnffered to fettle plantations in America, our commerce in tobacco,
' fugar, cotton, fkins, mafts, S<c. will be utterly loft.' With much
more to the fame effed.

King William's firft aiifwer was, that he had been ill ferved in Scot-

land ; but neverthelefs he hoped that remedies might be found out to

prevent the mifchiefs fuggcfted.

The houfc of commons alfo inquiring into the fubfcriptions made in

England, the managers thereof difappeared, and two of them were im-

peached by that houfe. The firlt lubfcription money was therefor re-

paid ro the fubfcribers, whereby L3Co,oco was at once cut off from the

new company's capital. It was alfo apprehended, that, Ihould this com-
pany fucceed, the Scots would in time become fo powerful as to be able

to feparate themfelves altogether from England, which would be attend-

ed with very fatal conlequences. It is therefor not at all to be won
dered at, that the Enghfh miniftry and council, as well as the parlia

ment, lb ftrongly urged the king to crufli this company in its infancy.

For which end. Sir Paul Rycaut, the Englifti minifter at Hamburgh,
carnellly remonftrated to that opulent city againft permitting the depu

ties of the Scottilh company to keep an open office for fubfcriptions

there, as having no authority for it from King William. Yet the trad-

ers at Hamburgh, being very fond of the fcheme, cfteemed it a great

hardfhip to be prevented from fubfcribing. They were however forced,

with much regret, to relinquifh their fubfcriptions ; whereby L20o,ooo

more was cut cff from the company's capital, after it had coft L30,ooo

in obtaining it. Th( council-general and the court of directors of the
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him"JSrX7u'nf's"\;'PPl''.^
to the king, and they got addrcflcs tomm trom all parts of Scotland, for obtaining the fitting of their narliimcnt: and notwkhftanding all thefo dilapp'ointmcnts It U2/ A^^^^

fterua.n, and Hamburgh, they took an addicional fubfcription at homeo Li 00.000 which made their e,mrc capital in Scotl nd L400 onefterhng
:
and (that we may difpatch this matter cutirelv now we areupon xt) havmg, as they imagined, well weighed all tlj tTeltie with

aetermmed to plant, was never planted nor fettled by Spain; bui was

&ortr ^^^A'^'^^l-"d-^?--nmentof its own Liltn c iefs wTohave, for the moil part, remained in a ftate of enmity with the Snanlards. Wherefor, with five ftout Ihips and ,,200 men and all Unl"of implements for war and commerce, they failed thkK^r the "a
698. with many brave and experienced men, who Imd ferved i^^he
ht'^'^'H'';'^'''!^"

^^^'"^"'^ ^^' the peace of R;fwick. The fam^ yearthey anded in Darien, and immediately ereded a fort and fomS
P ant. .on on a point of land, within which, about a leTL froni S^^If and they found a fafe and capacious hai^our. caSg thd^?fttSt. Andrew, and their new town there N.w Edinburgh Recruits ofwo flnps and 300 men at one time, and of four^ and /Too menat another time, with ftorcs. &c. were fent after them ; all whSh Tndleveral other fhips withfuppUes, eame for the greateft pirt o uX'efeennmfortunes tn their way to Darien. wl^h they had now named GaS
news or tneu landing: for, as they pompoufly. and truely termed rhk-

of all the commercial nations of Europe to fruftr.rS whnl^a uring plan. Befidcs nil theie ron.antic fchemer d ^he '
ro^^^dcd

midrX.Hi f- .?,V°f
"'^'-^^.> l»Sar, indigo., tobacco, and many otherundoubtedly tcafible things, m their own colony ofCaledon.., and in-

4 i' ::



668 A. D. 1695.

deed, it muft; needs be owned, that, fuppofing all Europe but them-

felves to be faft afleep, the very advantageous fituation of their colony,

together with the national bottom, and ftill large capital of their com-
pany, feemingly promifed, fooner or later, the accomplifhment of moft

of the great things they had in view. But they ought certainly to have

expeded oppofition, from almoft every quarter, to every part of this

iine-fpun fcheme : for, befides the general intereft of England, confider-

cd by all men to be in imminent danger from this fcheme. King

Charles II of Spuin v. as then our ally, and his minifter at London pre-

fented a very (harp memorial to King William againft the Darien fettle-

ment, which he termed * an infult of the Scots, in attempting to fettle

* themfelves in the very heart of the Spanifla dominions in America ;

•'and which his mafter therefor looked upon as a rupture of the alli-

* ance between the two crowns.' To this the Scottifh company repliedwith

great labour and learning, and exhaufted all the civil-law arguments,

touching the nature of the poffeflion of countries ; urging, that they

had at leaft as good a right to fettle in Darien as the French had to

fettle on Hifpaniola and on the Miflifippi, or the Dutch at Surinam,

&c. all which had been efteemed parts of the Spanifh dominions in

America, and were generally furrounded with Spanifh colonies ; with

much more to this fame purpofe. The Dutch likewjfe were extremely

jealous of this Scottilh fettlement, as what might greatly fpoil their con-

traband trade from Cura^oa, &c. to the Spanifli American coafts ; and

might in time alfo prove very detrimental to their Eaft-India com-

pany. Laftly, the French were no lefs jealous of this company, on the

fcore of their Weft-India commerce, which at this time began to be

confiderable. They therefor excited the king of Spain's refentment,

and modeftly hinted their readinefs to aifift him in driving the Scots

out of Darien, at the very time (anno 1698) they were juft beginning

a French colony in the bay of Mexico, at the entrance mto the great

river Miflifippi, always efteemed a part of Spanifli Florida; and were

iikewife extending their late pofl^efllon of the weft end of Hifpaniola,

always, from Columbus's days till very lately, pofleflTed by Spain. Thus

was King William teazed and preflx;d on every fide, for the fuppreflion

of this new company, and was therefor neceflltated to comply with

the urgent defires of his parliament and people of England ; of the

Dutch, whofe ftadtholder he then was ; and of his other allies; to fend

inftrudions, in January 1698-9, to the governors of all the Enghfli

American colonies, ftridly to prohibit all correfpondence with the Scots

in Darien, For it feems the colonies of New-England and New-York

were thought to have a warm fide toward the Scottifli colony, and would

gladly have fupplicd them with necefllnies, as their fuccefs would have

opened a new and large market for their fifli, corn, perk, beef, butter,

&c. Proclamations, therefor, in the fpring of 1699, were publiftied in
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all the Enghdi colonies, ftridly prohibiting, under the revereft penalties
their holding any correfpondence with, or giving any affiftance to, the

T°" ""^
PJ"''^"^'

'^^^ "^"^^ °^^'"^ proclamation, and of the temper of
the Lnghfli parliament and people, thunderflruck the colony, who had
before that time received fupplies both from Jamaica and New-York
and till now depended on the continuance thereof, until their own from'
Scotland (hould arrive: of which now defpairing, and being alfo denied
any from Jamaica, whither they had fent for a frefli fupply, they were
neceflitated to abandon their fettler.ient on the 20th ofJuno 1600, which
they had bravely defended againft troops of Spaniards who had attacked
It

;
and, being now ftarved out of it, it is generally aflerted, that, out of

lo many ftout men who went thither, fcarce one hundred ever got back
to Scotland, where this fad difafter greatly inflamed the parliament and
people againft their neighbours of England. The company petitioned
the king for redrefs, while they were endeavouring to repoflefs their
colony, by fending out fliips with men and ftores, when, to their far-
ther forrow, a fecond fet of proclamations, in the later end of the year
1699, came out in all the Englifh colonies againft the Scots: fome of
whole fhips driven thither in diftrefs. were denied any neceflaries; one
ot them, with a valuable cargo, being driven under the walls of Cartha-
gena, wiis feized by the Spaniards, who from that place had now block-
ed up the remains of the Scottilh fettlement both by fea and land and
torced the lew people left therein to furrender. King William anfwer-
cd the company's petition with a condolement for their lofTes, and with
a^general declaration of being always ready to proted and encourage
the commerce of Scotland. But the king's anfwer to the lords addrefs
ieemed now the only proper expedient, ' for healing the rancour of the

^

minds ot both nations, by uniting them more completely ; that, after
they had lived near one hundred years under the fame head they

' might at length become one people ; which he therefor earneftly re-
' commended to their confideration.' Whereupon the lords palled a
bill tor an umon

; which, however, the commons at that time reieded
1 his laft effort of Scotland was fo confiderable, and carried in it fo many
irltrudive hmts relative to commerce and plantations, that we thouchc
It well merited this lummary account of it.

The Scots were more fuccefbful in their firft bank, ereded -.his vear, un-
der the fandion of an ad oftheir parliament, by the name of the Governor
and compnny of the bank of Scotland. And though its capital ilock was
only Li 200,000 Scots, or Li 00,000 fterling, which in England has but
a mean found for a national bank, it has, neverthelefs, proved very ad^
vantageous to the commerce of that country. It wa:: projcded bv Mr.Wilham Paterfon, who projeded the bank of England. Mr. lohn Lr.vwho afterwards made lb greau a figure at the head of the finances of
J* ranee, and who may be prefumed to have been well acquainted with
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this bank, in his treatife of money and trade confidered, aflerts, ' that
' its notes went for four or five times the value of the cafli in bank ;

* and, that fo much as the amount of thofe notes exceeded the cafli in
* bank, was a clear addition to the money of that nation.' He adds,
' that this bank was fafer than that of England, bccaiife the lands of
* Scotland, on the fecurity of which moft of the cafh of that bank was
' lent, are under a regifter ; that, moreover, it was more national or ge-
' neral than either the bank of England, or that of Amfterdam, becaufe
' its notes * pafs in moft payments throughout the whole country

;

* whereas the bank of Amfterdam ferves only for that one city, and
' that of England is of little ufe but in London f.* The Scottifli bank
foon rofe to very great credit : yet it was once obliged to flop payment,
partly occafioned, lays Law, by a greater confumption of foreign wares
than the value of the goods exported, ^wrtly from the expe'Je of the
Scottifli nobility and gentry in England, and partly, alfo, from a fup-
pofed intention in the Scottifli privy council to raife the denomination
of the coin, all which, together, occafioned fo great a run on that bank,
that its cafti was in a few days exhaufted ; but it foon regained its ori-

ginal credit, and might poflibly have remained the fole bank there to

this day, had not the diredors been thought to have teftified too great
a bias towards difaffedion to the ftate. This occafioned a confideration

by fome noble patriots in the reign of King George I, whether another
bank night not be ereded at Edinburgh, for the conveniency of the
government, as well as of trade in general, into which bank the public
revenues of Scotland might be paid. It was accordingly incorporated

by that king's charter, in the year 1727, by the name of the royal
bank, and has fully anfwered the ends propofed by it, its capital being
Li 51,000 fterling. And though it may have pretty much eclipled the
elder bank, they, however, both fubfift very well, and are extremely
ufeful to the country.

The million bank was one of the many projeds flarted about this

time ; and it has prefervetl its credit to our own times. It took its rile

from a fet of London bankers, who lent out money on pledges. They
afterwards agreed to purchafe tickets in partnerfliip in King William's
million lottery in the year 1695, and from thence they were called

ihe company of the million bank. Next, they purchafed many rever-

fions of the 14 per cent annuities, and admitted many proprietors of
annuities to purchafe their joint flock, which amounted, and flill

amounts, to L500,ooo. They are no company by charter, but only a

partnerfliip by deed, enrolled in chancery prior to the ad of parliament

• Many of llie notes are fo low as twenty fliill

inrs ftcrliiig. //.

+ In the btginning of Queen Aniu'ii reign,

\\)ien Mr. Law wroie, tin's iid'cition miglit be line ;

Mv. A. ili<l not oxjjeft that llic li.ink of England bnt now the hank of Eii;^Iand is of yrcat ufc aU-

WRa «va to JtlcenJ to twenty lliiih'ng notes. AI. over the country. ^.
i
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againft fuch unincorporated partnerfhips, pafled in the year 1 72 1 . They
divided 5 per cent yearly to their proprietors until lady-day 1728when they reduced their annual dividend to 4 per cent.

In thefe times a great number of new projeds were fet on foot in
London, many of which were at bottom good for nothing, and drew in
numbers ot people to their ruin. Some of them ftarted up with the
bank ot England in tht preceding year, others in this year 1695.

Such as, I) Two land banks ; the one projedted by Dr. Chamberlain
a famous man-midwife, (of which more by and bye) the other by one
John Bnfcoe. ^

II) A projea for circulating notes of hand, and bills of credit.
III) Another, called the London bank, propofed to be managed by

the magiftrates of that city. ^ ^

IV) Lotteries
; many private ones all over the k" gdom ; fome for

money, and fome for merchandize : the laft kind the greater cheat of
the tm) for thereby old and decayed merchandize of many forts were
put ott by means of ihofe roguifh lotteries.
V) Many metallic and mineral projeas, for gold, filver, copper, tin.S f 1 &

"' '^''*'''*"^'"a"s, for turning copper into brafs, antimony,

VI) Diving engines of various kinds, all come out fmce the taking
upofthetreafureoutofthefeaintheWeft-Indies, called the duke of
Albemarle sSpanifli wreck, or Sir William Phipp's, which fet men's
heads at work

; and royal patents were obtained for the fole fifhine for
uch wrecks m the American feas, and on the coafts of Scotland. Ire-
land, Spam. Portugal &c. Thefe wreck projeds made much noife at this
time

;
and fhares for them were prefented to perfons of diftindion to

give reputation to the afF:iir, and to draw in others. Expeditions weremade on thefe accounts to fundry fea-coafts : by which, however no-
thing was taken up but a few cannon. &c. So the patentees wereVure
to be gainers, but the ftiarers under ^hem loft all they paid in : fome ofwhom, however, it feems, were .nen of good underftanding. butwere allured with the hopes of getting vaft fudden wealth vvithout
trouble.

^
VII) Projeds for pearl fifliing. for hollow fword blades, glafs bottles

japanning, printed hangings, leather, Venetian metal, &c. Some ofwhich were very ufefu) and fuccefsful, whilft they continued in a few
hands till they fell into ftock-jobbing, now much introduced, when
they dwindled to nothing. Others of them were mere whims, of little
or no fervice to the world. Many of them, too, though pretended to
be new. were either old Englilh projeds revived, or elfe were, on this
occaJion. boirowed from unfuccefsful ones in foreign nations

Moreover, projeds, as uiual, begat projeds. Lottery upon lottery
engme upon engine, &c. multiplied wonderfully. If it happened that
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any one perfon got confiderably by an happy and ufeful invention, the
confequence generally was, that others followed the track, in fpite of
the patent, and publiflied printed propofals, filling the dayly newfpapcrs
therewith, thus going on to juftle out one another, and to abufe the
credulity of the people. All thfle, and much more, we have abridged
from a quarto pamphlet, publiflied by an anonymous author (who ftiles

himfelf a perfon of honour) under the title of Angliee Tutamen, or the
Safety of England, being an accoimt of the banks, lotteries, diving,
draining, metallic, fait, linen, and lifting, and fundry other engines, and
many other pernicious projeds now on foot, tending to the deftrudion
of trade and commerce, and the impoverifhing of this realm. London,
1695.

VIII) Embryo banks, continues this author, begotten, but not
brought forth ; fundry of fuch being at this time hatching.

IX) The projedors of many of thefe made a great noife in the town,
for drawing in people to join with them, making ufe of fundry tricks

and ftratagems. As, firu, they pretend a mighty vein of gold, filve-,

or copper, to have been difcovered in a piece of ground of their know-
lege ; hen they agree with the lord, or patentee, for a fm:U yearly
rent, cr a part referved to him, to grant them a leafe for twenty-one
years to dig that ground, which they immediately fall to, and give out,
it is a very rich mine. Next, they fettle a company, divide it ufually

into 400 fhares, and pretend to carry on the work for the benefit of all

the proprietors, who, at the beginning, purchafe (hares at a low rate,

viz. ten or twenty fliillings, &c. then all on a fudden they run up the
fliares to L3, L5, Lio, and L15 per fliare ; then they fall to ftock-job-

bing, wliich infallibly ruins all projects, when thofe originally and prin-

cipally concerned fell out their intereft ; and by this and other undeij-

hand dealings, trickings, and (harping, on one another, the whole falls

to the ground, and is abandoned by every body.

X) The Englifh, Scottiih, and Irifli, linen manufadlurcs met with all

due encouragement. King William and Queen Mary honouring them
with their names, which made their fame to rife : abundance of people
of condition came into them, fome from lucre, others for lo\'e to their

country. They got to be incorporated, chofe governors, &c. and adu-
ally fet to work fpinncrs, weavers, whitfters, 8tc. and all feemed to pro-
mife fiir ; but here again (lock-jobbing ruined all : they had even
brought linen cloth to great perfedion, having fome Dutch hands, and
a few heads to afllft them. By the alfiftance of the Dutch, continues
our author, wo have much improved our lands in the north parts of this

kingdom, by fowing vafl; quantities of lint-feed, rape-feed, &c. whereof
making oils in great quantities, we export in abundance, and confume
•at home, in lieu of foreign and dearer oils, to our double advantage.

XI) White, blue, and brown, paper, we have had the good fortune to
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improve wonderfully

; and although we cannot reach the French per-
fcklion, we come pretty near it *.

Xri) Water companies, as the New River. Thames, of London bridge
of Shadwell, and York buildings, Hampftead, Conduit, &c. Tliefe deferv-
ed good encouragment ; and fo the firft, viz. the New River, has had,
to the vaft emolument of the proprietors, though the unhappy gentle-'
man. Sir Hugh Middleton, who began the work, fuffered extremely in
his fortune. It feems, none of thefe had as yet fuffered flock-jobbing
to prevail among them, excepting the Hampftead water, whereby this
author foretells rum to it, (as has fince happened.) What helped to
bring mofl of tnem down was, their fetting up fo many againft each
other.

XIII) The rock-falt projea our author highly commends, on account
of the mtegrity and care of its managers, being a number of gentlemen
and traders. They have built a wharf at Frodfham in Chefhire, and
export great quantities of it to Ireland, Holland, and London.
XIV) The faltpetre company had a worfe fate. Great fums have

been paid in ; large refining houfes have been built in four or five fe-
veral places about London ; focieties have been eftablifhed, and a mighty
noife made for a time

; perfons of loud-founding name and quality
have appeared at the head of them ; and abundance of gentlemen and
traders concerned, all things being feemingly difpofed in a good me-
thod. Yet of all thefe faltpetre companies, our author could hear of
none that made any great hand of it, excepting the firfl projedors. who
always are gamers, and then, as ufual, they withdraw. Stock-jobbing
was brought in, and thereby, and by other mifmanagements, they fell
to nothing.

XV) Draining engines, of divers forts, have been lately made to
clear mmes of coal, lead, tin, &c. from waters, as well as for draining
flats, meers, inundations, fprings, &c. Thefe are profitable deligns for
the public, as the more land we gaui the richer we are. The earth, al-
fo, of fuch land is generally rich, being much of it marl, the beft of
land

; and thefe projeds have adually proved futcefsful, fays he in
Cornwall and Devonlbire.

'

(Here our author alTures us, his intent is not to difcountenance any
really good and well-managed projeds, but merely to expofe knavifli ones
iov the fervice of the public, by difcovering the private intrigues, plots'
and underhand dealings, of the principal projedors of this nation, no-
tlung of this kind being ever attempted before.)

XVI) Luflrings, alamodes, hats, &c. in imitation of thefe of
France. Thole companies, fays he, have thriven, and will continue fo
to do, whilft they keep flock-jobbers from breaking in upon them.

* Almoft every ki'i.d of paper U now made In tin's country m tl.e gre.ited perfeai(

VoL,ir. 4Q
M.
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XVII) Convex lights, and others of that kind, are ufefiil inventions

:

but other pretenders, befides the firft, difcouraged this bufmcfs ; and
London ftreets were not fo well lighted as was to be wiftied for.

XVIII) New fettlements in Carolina, Pennfylvania, Tobago, &c.
make a great noife in the world. The firft planters fared but ill, liav-
ing wafted their fubftance, without being able to reap the benefit, lay-
ing only a foundation for the next comer, who may fucceed better

;

yet here, he complains, that thofe plantations drain England of its peo-
ple, already too much exhaufted by the unnatural and imprudent per-
lecutions in the late reigns, and the long war in the prefent one.
XIX) Our royal, Greenland, Newfoundland, and other fifherics are

worthy of pur care and application. The royal-fifliery company has
been long talked of, and fome fteps taker; to make it fuccefsful ; but
ftill one ill accident or another has damped it : and it is now agnin fet

on foot.

The Greenland fifhery is like to flourifh, notwith{landing fome lofles

already fuftained *.

The reader needs not to be told how ufeful fuch remarks and notices
may prove to every one who is inquifitive, and may point out to all, the
the danger of being too credulous in refped of new projeds.
An ad of parliament [6, 7 Gul. Ill, c. 6] feems to have been injudi-

cioufly framed, in refped to commerce and the propagation of people,
viz. the ad for granting certain rates and duties upon marriages, births,
and buri;. . and upon bachelors and widowers, for the term of five

years ; more efpecially that part of it relating to mrrriages, births, and
burials ; and even the later part, relating to bachelors and widowers,
ieemingly intended for the encouragement of virtuous propagation, was,
in fome refpcds judged obvioufly unrcafonable ; wherefor, this lav/ was
not revived at the end of the five years.

D'Avenant, in his Eflliy on ways and me-ns of fupplying the war,
publifhed this year, [/>. 54J fays, it appeared from the books 01' hearth-
money, that there were not above 1,300,000 families in England ; and
allowing fix perfons to a houfe, one with another, which is the mort
common way of computing, it is not quite eight millions of people. It

thereby alfo appears, rlv.it rhere were 500,000 of thofe families who
were poor, living in cotr:»^es, who contribute little to the public ex-
pen fe.

In that fame ingenious work, [/>. 1 15] the author combats a vulgar opi-
nion, that the growth of London is pernicious to England, and that the
kingdom is like a rickety body, with a head too big for the other mem-
bers. To which he replies, in general, that fome people, who have thought:

much on this fubjed, are inclined to believe, that the growth of that;

• More our author lias failed in his rctnajks, which, however, arc generally jiifl. d.
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city is advantageous to the nation ; for the following reafons, viz that
no empire was ever great, without having a great and populous city

:

that the Romans drew all the conquered cities of Italy into Rome •

that the people of Atticr. were no better than a crew of rude herdfmen
and neither flourifhed in war nor in civil arts, till Thefeus perfuuded
them to inhabit Athens

: ihat the greatncfs of London will beft pre-
lerve our conftitution

; becaufe, where there is a great and powerful
city the prince will hardly emerprife upon the hberties of the people •

in the fame manner, a rich and powerful city fddom rebels upon vain
and flight occafions

:
that there is not an acre of land in the country

be it nver 10 diftant that is not, in fome degree, bettered by the growth
trade, and riches, n£ London. To which may be added, that the in-
crwle of London is not cafual or fortuitous ; but is m obvious and ne-
cellary confequence of the gr.-dual increafe of foreign commerce navi-
gation, and manufadures, in London and the whole kingdom To allwhich may be farther added, that in a free commercial country, like
Lngland, by fo vaft a capital city as London. >. h -le inhabitants are fonumerous and opulent, the public has often been more fpeedily and ef-
fectually relieved in ,~reat emergencies, than could otherwife have beendone

: of which t» ere are many inftances with regard to London • be-
lide that, perhaps, five of her inhabitants do pay luu^o towards excife
cufcoms, and other taxes, than ten times as many can do fcatterec' up anddown in the country. A ji-dicious reader will be able to find other rea-
lons in behalf of the mcreafe of London's being beneficial to the nation ;ome of which we have, in another part of this work, borrowed from
Jiotero. and others *.

1696.—During the years 1694 and 1695, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, fe-
nior. (an eminent man-midwife of London, already mentioned) publifhed
propoHils for a land bank of current credit for lending money at a low
interefl on and fecurity

; which v-.s the principal difference bet^veen itand the baiik of England
; in oppofitio.i to which corporation, now invs infimcy, ftrugghn- with many difficulties, this ill-judged projedt was

It was principally encouraged by thofe of (what woj then called) the
tory party and by the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Harley, and Mr. Fokv •

Lord bunderland s aim therein being to bring the tories into the king's
intcrelt; although the bulk of the king's beft friends vere ogainfl itIhc anonymous author of y/»^/ia tutamen, oblerves, that eftatcs to 'ivery great value in the feveral counties of Englaiul and Wales were lub-
icnbed to tins projed in a very fhort fpace ; a deed fettled; a com-
luny formed

; and all things dilpofed to put this wonderful proied into
execution, lo raife lands to 30 years purchafe by reducing the inter-

3 ^ 4Q 2
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eft of money to 3 per cent ; the profits to be divided amongft the fvib-

fcriben. But it is (lays he) I'uch a hodge-podge and medley, a body

made up of fuch ftrange members, fubtile, poUtic, and defigning men,
that the fair face it carries wins abundance to believe its defign to be

good ; though a little time will Oicw the truth. An ad of parliament

accordingly pafled for continuing the duties upon fait, glafs-wares, ftone

and earthen wares ; and for granting feveral duties on tobacco-pipes,

and other earthen wares ; and for eftahliihing a national land bank ; alfo

for taking off" the duties on tonnage of (hips, (which was univerfally dif-

liked) and upon coals. [7, 8 Gul. Ill, c 31.]

Upon the credit of thefe duties it was thereby cnaded, ' that

' L2,564,000, fhould be paid into the exchequer: for which the con-

' tributors were to have an annuity of 1^179,480, or 7 per cent;
' fubfcriptions to be received of any perfons or corporations (the

• bank of England excepted) on or before the ift of Auguft 1696;
* and for all fuch voluntary fubfcriptions as fliouid be made of land,

his m.ajeftv was empowered to incorporate the fubfcribers by the

• name of the governor and company of the national land bank.

' But in cafe the laid fum of 1.2.564,000, or a moiety thereof,

* were not fubtcribcd by the ift of Auguft 1696, then the corpo-

' ration fhould not take place. This intended corporation fliould an-

• nually lend out 1.500,000 at leaft, over and above what they fhould

' lend to their own members, on land-fecurities, at an interefl, not ex-

' ceeding 3^ per cent if payable quarterly, or 4 per cent if payable

' half-yearly, at the eledion of the owners of the lands, in caie fufli-

' cient fecurities for the lame be tendered to them. The lands convey-

' ed and entered in the compatiy's books, (hould be aflignable from one

' to another, (by way of transfer) or might be devifed by will, &c.'

Thefe, and fundry other regulations concerning this intended land bank,

may be feen at large in the ftatute : but as the fubfcripuons did not

take place within the time prefcribed by the aCl, owing to the diflike of

the monied men, who believed it to be an impraclicablc iclieme, and

the fund alio like to prove very defedive, there was an end of this ro-

mantic land-bank; whole projedor, and his all'ociates, it feems, inlKkd

on L 300,000 for framing the above-named lupply. The government

was indeed, at this time, reduced to great diftrefs for railing the ncccllary

fupplies, owing to the viry bad Hate of the liiver coin, wlieieby guineas

ran up to thirty ftuUings, and exchequer tallies were at 30 to 40 per cent

difcount ; and' thereby ihe monied men could make greater advantage

than by fubicribing to the propoled land bank, whole unckrlakers, lad-

ing to make good their engagements, brought the public into ftill great-

er diftrefs; which however was, in Tome meafure, remedied by the m-

vention, in this fame year, of exehecpKr bills. Chandjcrlaiu went alter

this to Scotland, with a fcheme of fomelhing of the like nature ; but the
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Scottilh parliament did not reliOi it, any more than ouc of a limilar kind
propolcd by the famous Law.
We are now come to a very diftrefsful part of the reign of King Wil-

liam, VIZ. the deplorable (hitc of the fUver coin of England ; which
lome thmk began to appear towards the clofe of King Charles's and
more evidently m King James II's, reign ; but Hill more foon after 'the
acceHion ot Kmg William and Qiieeii Mary, when the broad filver
hammered money appeared to have been greatly damaged and lellened.
1 he hrlt law for redrefs of it, after that period, was in an aft [4. ? Gul
et Mar c. 14] for review of the quarterly poll, (long fince expired, and
therefor not m the printed (latute-book) which only enaded in fub-
Itance, that whoever Ihould refufe to receive in payment any cracked
money of the current coin o'the kingdom, n.ould forfeit L5 for every
oltence. But this law rather increafed than lellened the evil.

By an ad intended to prevent counterfeiting and clipping the coin of
the kingdom, it appeared, • that the filver coins had been greatly dimi-
• mnied by clipping, waliiing, grounding, filing, and melting

; and that
iiiany falle and counterfeit coins had alfo been clipped for the better

I

dilguihng thereof; whereby what remained undipped and undimi-
mflied came to be deemed of much greater value in tale than the di-mmilhed money ;' lo that moft of the hammered money was thereby

reduced to about half its juft value, to the great difgracc of the nati-n
and which brc

,
.c the public fecurities, as tallies, &c. to 40 per cent

dilcount. It was therefor enaded, that if any perfon fliall thenceforth
exchange receive, or pay, any broad, undipped filver money for more
in value than the lame was coined for, he Ihall forfeit Lio for every 20/
thereof. > J

II) None fiiall cart ingots or bars of filver, or mark them in imitation
of bpanilh bars, under the penalty of L500.

III) None (hall buy, lell, nor have in cufiody, any clippings or filings
of coin, under a like penalty. ^ 11 & 6

IV) None fliall tranlport any melted filver till firfl marked at gold-
Imiths-hail. and a certificate, upon oath, made by the owner, that thelame is lawful lilver, and that no part of it was (before it was melted-
the current

......
coin of this kingdom, nor clippings therefrom, nor of \Awrought within this realm

plate

i?i'^!nll!'"^^"''"'"'^'''
=>"^1 '^'"^^•'•s Hialldealin buying or felling

on Ihip-board, and queftioned whether
gn, the proof ihall lie upon the ovvners thereof, that the

filver bullion

_

VI) When bullion is feized
Knglilh or fi)reign, il

lame was foreign. Witii a provilo, foi\he k;
" " —8- >v u, ,, proviu). K.r me king to export a quantity of

7oo,ooojninces of bullion for paying his troops beyond lea. [6, 7 CmL
111 '71

But as thele meal' ues could not anlWcr the end propo fed. and ri'
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therefor the diminution of the old hammered money dayly increafed fo
far, that, it is Htid, many fliillings fcarcely contained more than three-
pence in filver, the condition of the nation became very alarming;
which gave the grea ft joy to the difafFeded at home, who hoped there-
by for a total overthrow of King William's government. The French
king alfo had great expedations from this calamity, fo far as to fay, that
King William would never be able to furmount the difficulty ; and his
being afterwards undeceived therein, as alio of his hopes from the dif-
afFeded in England, of being able to reftore the abdicated king, have
been ufually afligned as one main reafon for bringing him into the
peace of Ryfwick, in the year following. ^
The great queftion then in parliament, was, whether it was now ab-

folutely neceflary to call in and recoin the old and diminifhed filver mo-
ney ? It was plaufibly faid by the anti-minifterial men, that calling it

all in would bring great diflrefs upon commerce, more efpecially in the
time of an expenfive war. Yet the iTiiniftry, and particularly Mr. Mont-
ague, chancellor of the exchequer, argued, with greater reafon, that
the longer it remained unremed'cd, the more fatal it would prove, till by
farther diminifliing it, commerce would fuffer an entire ftagnation : that
it had already done very great mifchief, by our exchange with foreign
ftates being brought fo much to our difadvantage, and by occafioning
fo much difficulty and difadvantage in raifing the fupplies, for which
the government were forced to allow exorbitant premiums and intereft ; it

dayly more and more deprefled the market price oftallies, and other pub-
lic fecurities: and it had made guineas to be run up to thirty fhiUings, and
foreign gold in proportion, whereby much gold was run in upon us from
beyond fea, to our great detriment, being over-loaded with gold, while
we had fo great a fcarcity of fiver : for, ii return for guineas and foreign
gold, they carried away all our weighty filver coin, as well as our bul-
lion : infomuch, that at length we fhould be in the utmoft diflrefs for
fmaller fums, fo much wanted in dayly bufinefs. That though Queen
Elizabeth had coined no lefs than 'Lj\.,6^2,()^2 : 3: 2^, in filver, yet all

her crowns, half-crowns, groats, and quarter-fjbillings, half-groats, three-
halfpenny pieces, three-fl\rthing pieces, and halfpence, were wholely
funk -, and mofl of her fliillings and fixpenccs were either melted down or
loft. That in the rtign of King James I there was coined Li,700,000 in
filver; and in that of King Charles I L8,776,544 : 10 : 3 in lilver

; yet
the crowns, groats, twopences, pence, and lialfpence, of thofe two reigns
were quite gone ; fo that there might not be now in being above one
third i)art of the filver coinage of all the above three reigns, or about
L5,036,492. To which adding the unmelted and undiminiflied
coins (L563,5o8) of King Charles II and James II, and thofe of the
prefent reign, all the filver money now in the kingdom might amount
10 about 1.5,600,000, of which there were about four millions of chp-
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ped. and otherwife dimimaied coin; and the other Li,6oo,ooo wereftiUpuremoney; thejuft weight ofLiooofvvhich was 32 lb. 30Z i pwt
22 gr. But upon examination, and at a medium, the weight of Lioo

"u," I'PP^'^ ^°^^y "^'^ ^^""'^ ^'^ be but 16 lb. 8 oz. 18 pwt. A
terrible ftate this of our coin, already diminifhed, being very near one-
half, or two millions

! Yet the real lofs was afterwards found to be
i-.2,200,000 Iterling.

The parliament, therefor, having maturely confidered this moft im-
portant matter, hnally refolved to recoin the diminifhed filver moneyby calhng it into the mint by tale, whereby our people had good new
filver coin returned to them from the mint.

^
Their next debate was, whether, as filver was now at e/S per ouncethe new money fhould not have its ftandard raifed, by calling a crown-

Zl\%'' ""^/;^'1'?S 1/3. though of no greater quantity of filverthan before. Thofe. who argued and wrote for this enhancing method *
alleged, that raifing the l^ndard would prevent the exportation of ou;com, and would alfo prevent its being melted down ; and that thereby

to theS ""^'^ '"'^"''^'* '° ^''"^ '"^ '^^'''
P'^'^ ^"^ '^""^^^

wit^on'I'Ln.^^"
^'''' "T ^''•'"^^y ''^'S"^'^' b°th in parliament, andwithout doors in prmt, that the common confent of all civilized na ions

t^at thevv r 'f
""'

'"V^'-"
^'"^^ ^'''''' °^ '^''y ^'''^ the fame price

that the worth of it was relative : that the weight and finenefs or thequantity of pure filver. and not the bare denomination, were he o^yruks which governed, not only foreign nations in their exchanges andother dealings with us, but alfo our own people in the home trade : fmce
6/3 of the new coin, fo called, would purchafe no more ofany commoditynor go farther m paying bills ofexchange than 5/ ofour undipped prefentcoin would purchafe

; hecaufe the later contained as much pure filver
as the former. That this was clear in the cafe of guineas, now at 30}!all commodities being raifed in price, in proportion to the price ofguineas. 1 hat an ounce of filver was not, even at prefent, worth 6/5 ofgood com but only of the diminidied and clipped money ; fince oneounce of lilver could not be worth more thananoiher ounce of like fine-
nets

;
and vvith 5/2 per ounce of the new-milled money, they could buy

as much bullion as they pleafed. That with refped to the^irgument^
tha. raifing the denomination would keep our filver at home, it is of nJ

m!f. ?n n f'

''''^. "''.''^'P ''' ^"""'S "^ '^°"^y' b"t a balance of
t ade m our favour

: for if we take more goods from foreigners than

m bullion, which is all one. That with particular regard to our h^me
concerns, there are many objedions againft raifing the ftandard. ifl,.- -^ vj — —

Mr. Lowndes, fecretary of the ticafury, and others.
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All poor labourers, foldiers, and failors, would thereby be defrauded of
part of their juft wages; as would alfo the creditors of part of their juft
debts

;
as alfo the landlord of part of his rent ; or elfe great confufion

and difpute would arife about thefe matters. All which, and fuch par-
ticulars, were moft judicioufly and clearly demonftrated by the great
Locke, in his excellent treatife on coin, which then came forth in print,
iu anfvver to Lowndes's report, containing an eflay for the amendment
of the filver coins, to the abfolute filencing of the oppofite opinion. In
conclufion, it was finally refolved to recoin the filver money of the old
weight and finenefs ; and that the nation, colledively confidered, fhould
bear the lofs. The great inconveniences of calling in all the diminifhed
money at once were alfo duely confidered, and obviated by calling it in
by degrees, and recoining it as quickly as poflible ; to pro.note which,
by an adl, [7, 8 Gtil. Ill, c. 19] fixpence per ounce was allowed on all
wrought filver plate brought to the mint : and an ad was alfo pafled,
[8 G«/. 7//, c. 7] for encouraging the bringing in wrought plate to be'
coined

; whereby the old ftandard of finenefs offilver, being 1 1 oz. 2 pwt.
was thenceforth altered to 1 1 oz. i o pwt. fine, and i o pwt. allay * Laftly,
the ufe of filver plate (fpoons excepted) was prohibited in public houfes'
ther. much ufed both in town and country ; infomuch that one alehoufe,'
near the Royal exchange in London, had to the value of L5C0 in filver
tankards, &c.

Means were alfo ufed for reducing the price of guineas to near their
juft value in fil-er in foreign parts ; the parliament, with great judge-
ment, direding he manner of gradually lowering them, viz. from 30/"
to 29/; 28y; 25/, aid laftly to 22/, whereby the leaft hurt was done to
private men. ho, in about a year's time, or little more, our filver coins
came forth from the mint, the fineft and moft beautiful of any in all

Europe. And although many inconveniences happened in trade before
the coinage was finiihed, yet, iw the end, it aftoniflied and confounded
all the enemies of the king and kingdom, both at home and abroad,
and procured great credit to Mr. Montague (afterwards Lord Hallifax)
who then had the chief management in the trealury.

It was on this occafion that Mr. Montague firft fet on foot a new
circulating paper credit, by iiluing bills from the exchequer ; at the fame
time contrading (as has ever fincc been done) for their being circulated
for ready money on demand. And as many of thofe firft exclit;quer bills

were for funis fo low as L5 and Lio, they were of very good ufe at this
tirne, when there was fo great a fcarcity of filver money during the re-
coinage, as they were taken at the exchequer for all payments of the
revenue, and as, when re-iflltcd, they were then allowed L7 ; 12 per

• This rcgiihtion mud be undcidood, noi
«.l lo prevent iilvir-fiiiitlia from melting the tunuil filvor liujiiey, as the aH Lxpnfsly fiyi

. money, but of wroii^rht plate j and it war. intcnd-

M.
I
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.ions for ena'brgTemt dr1 e"'hem Bv ^^"T^'
'"^''^"'^

public was aflifted ,0 fuppor. he KeneraTtmde'^„f,hT ^'^•""''T'
""^

no. without g„a. diffic^u^.,, eUl .r„:l'SlfwtiS"ktt
PvTfe by *e'clofe"„f' M

""^
"'^"'i

""^ "" "=^"'^8' brought to a hap-

hammered fi vet coin" was lhn^,V
'' ^"^'^^ "'"'''Cy ?f all the ofd

amount toninemfhons'Lnd?;/ 'k^*' """f ""^ ^ipPed mone,
current. AcJr^^l^To hrstet^SJ^T^U ^^T'th™^ °'«"'T^time recoined from the oM u,,

'

J^^ !f '
L^' "' A 75] there was at this

the old broad piecTs and acohnT'f T"'^. ^.725.933- Now if

money ofKin/Swn.ni^r' ''i^''\^^^
the fine milled filver

long time paftfci?cu£'gl^;^rng'dfm'°"^' " P"'^"^' ^^^ ^^ '^

waXp^dJS; IhKime^^dJfout'r"". '""^'T^
^°^"^^' °^—

mtrce and cdonIs we e Janfc "^^ regulations relating to corn-

council • hut furh J ? ;
^ ^ ^''^'^ ^° committees of the privv-

of n'mbe aSa'nf^^^^^^^

'^^"^ ^ conftantly-varyi'ngl

and attendance, it is no ma vd th^r ! 'TTT''''' ^°^ '^'^' trouble

^#. It was now there^^:, '^^, ^^.£1 ''"^ ^f̂ -d>^..^,-.
ent board for fuch importam endT our fore

''^"^'' '"'^ P^^"'^^"
tations, aswellasmoft Lnchp. nf 1' T !" commerce and plan-

manufodures, be^e fo .rcldv n
' 1°^ ^''^'' ""^ "^ ^"^' """^^^°"^

board (belldc; Tome of th^n ^ft '''i'a
''^^^^'^P'-oved. This new

ordinary occaLnsTconfifts of fiHM°?''' ''^V^^^ ^"^"^ «^ ^^^'«-

a peer of the reX anj of ? l^'"'"'^
commiiHoner, who is ufually .

each Liooo ye^Ily
*'"^ '^ ^'"""^^ ''^'' commiffioners, wxth a falary of
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The king of France this year ereded a new exclufive company, call-

ed the Royal Senegal company, on the refignation of the old one. Their
limits were from Cape Blanco to Sierra Leona, including the fort at the

mouth of the river Gambia, formerly belonging to England. They
were authorized to deal in flaves, leather, gums, waXj gold, &c. to have
ftorehoufes for their negroes in the Weft-Indies, and to refine their fu-

gars, and, in fliort, to enjoy all the privileges enjoyed by the French
Weft-India company before their abolition ; but they were not to in-

terfere with the Guinea company eftabliflied in the year 1685.

The Eddyftone rock, lying off the port of Plymouth, being very dan-

gerous, and many fliips having been caft away thereon, the corporation

of the trinity-houfe this year began a light-houfe upon it, and complet-

ed it in three years ; great numbers of mafters and owners of Englifh

fhipping agreeing, in confideration thereof, to pay i d per ton outwards,

and the like inwards, &c. ; and it has proved a very great benefit to

fhipping pafling that way, till the dreadful ftorm in the year 1703,
which deftroyed it. It was again diredled to be rebuilt, and the fame
duty for its fupport was granted to the corporation of the trinity-houfe

by two ads of parliament [4 ylnne, c. 20 ; 8 yhne, c. 16] ; yet it has

once more been lately demoliflied by a ftorm, and is again reftored by
the like means to its former ufefulnefs, to the great benefit of not only

the Britifli trade and navigation, but of the numerous fhipping of other

nations pafling that way *.

« of May 1696, appointed the keeper of the great

• feal or chancellor, the prefident of the council,

« the keeper of the privy feal, the firft commifioii-

• er of the treafury, the firft commiflioner of the

• ailmiralty, the principal fecretariea of ilate, and
• the ciiaiicullor of the exchequer, who were to

« attend occafionally ; and alfo the earl of Bridgc-

' water, the earl of Tankerville, Sir Philip Mea-
• dows, Willian Blathwayte, John I'oUexfen,

« John Locke, Abraham Hill, and John Mtthvcn,
• Efquires, who were to attend more contlaiitly,

' to be coiiimiflioni:r8 for promoting the trade of
' this kingdom, and for impeding and improving

• the plantations in America and elfewhcre, with

' feveral direAions and inftrudiuns, the chief

' whereof are as follows :

• To examine into, and take an account of the

• flate and condition of the general trade of Eng-
' land, and of the feveral particular trades into

• foreign parts.

' To examine what trades are, or may prove,

« hurtful, and what beneficial, to this kingdom

;

' and by what means the advantageous trades

• may be improved, and thofe that are prejudicial

• difcouraged.
' To confide;- by what means profitable manu-

' fadures, already fettled, may be further improv-

• cd, and how other new and profitable manufac-
' turcs may be introduced.

' To confider of proper methods for fetting on
< work and employmg the poor, and making them
' ufcfulto the public.

• To inquir^into the condition of the planta.

< tions, as well with regard tu the adminiltraticii

• of government there, as in relation to commerce,
• and how thofe colonies may be rendered moll
• beneficial to this kingdom.

' To inquire what naval ftores may be furnidied

« from the plantations, and how the fame may be
' bed procured.

' To prepare inftrudions for governors, and >

• take an account of their admlniftration.

• To examine the journals of the councils, and
' the ads or laws made by the refpedive gential

• alfcmblies, in order to his majcfty's approbatioa
• or difallowance thereof.

• To require an account of all monies given by
' the alftmblies for public ufcs, and how the fame
' is expended.

• And to make reprefentations and reports to

' his majelly, or the privy council, in writing, as

• there (hall be occafioii.' M.
• And to the great credit of Mr. Smeaton, the

judicious engineer, who has ceded it in a firmer

manner of conftrudion tlian ever was fccu in any

fuch buil.iiiig before. M.
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An ad of parliament for the increafe and encouragement of feamen
[7, 8 GuL III, c. 21} direded that 30,000 men, confilling of mariners
watermen, hihermen, hghtermen. bargemen, keelmen, or other feafaring
men, between the ages of eighteen and fifty, fhould have their names
and places ot refidence regiftcred, and receive a bounty, or retaining
tee, of 40/ annually, for which they fliould at all times 'be in readineft
to man the royal navy. For their encouragement they were to have
twice as much prize-money as unregiftered llamen of equal rank ; they
only were to be appointed to warrant offices in the navy ; and they on-
ly were to have admiffion, when maimed or fuperannuated, to the new
holpital at Greenwich

; which admillion was alfo extended to the wi-
dows and children of regiftered feamen flain in the fervice. A deduc-
tion of 6^ per month is ordered to be made from the pay of all feamen
whether in merchant fhips or in the navy, for the fupport of Greenwich
holpital *.

The parliament, in order to prevent frauds and abufes in the planta-
tion trade, enaded, that all veflels trading to or from our Afian Afri-
can, or American, plantations or fettlements, fhould be Englilh ' IriHi
or plantation, built

; and that their cargoes (liould be either Englifli'
Jnlh or plantation, property, and regiftered as fuch, &c. And whereas
our North-American colonies were of late become of much greater im-
portance to England than formerly, it was therein alfo farther enaded,

c

™f,^« f'^'-i^er-proprietors of lands on the cominent of America
^

Ihould fell or otherwife difpofe of their lands to any but natural-born
lubjeds, without the king's licence in council for that purpofe.' \^ 8

Out. Ill, c. 22.]
''

This was undoubtedly a moft necefTary and reafonable provifo, fmce
It might happen, in unfavourable conjundures, that a great charter-
proprietor (luch, for inftance, as thofe of Carolina, fince made a regal
colony, Maryland, or Pennfylvania, &c.) might alienate the lame to
lome foreign rival nation, there being till now no exprefs law to the
contrary. Moreover, in order to keep the proprietary governments in
America the more under due fubjedion to the crown and kingdom of

S'"] ' J
^^ '^ "'''^ become very confiderable, it was hereby

enaded, that all governors nominated by fuch proprietors fhould be al-
fowed and approved of by the crown, and take the like oaths as are

fo important a matter as liaving a competent num.
ber of feamen continually in readinefs for the navy,
without having iccourfe to the barbarous and un-
conltitutional pradice of preffinjr. May Heaven
nifpiie fome worthy patriot with fpirit, genius,
and zeal, equal to this fceminglv, or fuppofcd,
arduous talk. And alfo may the' failors of mer-
chant niips, as well as thofe of king's (hips, then
be entitled to admiffion into Greenwich hofpit,il.

This law was further enforced by an aft, 8,
9 Gul. Ill, c. 22 ; and the duty or lloppage for
Greenwich hofpital -vas confirmed by an ad, lo
Anri;v, for bettering, collecting, and recovering,
duties, .^c. and by an art, i8 Geo. II, c. 31.

This regillcr art was (unhappily in our humble
opnuon) repealed in the ninth year of Queen
Anne. Though many fchemes have fince been
laid before the public, yet fo many oljjertions have
been darted, that no law has yet been framed for

4 tV. 2
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taken by the governors' of the regal colonies, previous to entering on
their refpedive governments. Another claufe in this ftatute has been
thought by the Irifh to bear fomewhat hard on them, viz. that whereas
fhips laden with fugars, tobacco, &c. of the Englifh plantations, have
fometimes been difcharged in feveral ports of Ireland, contrary to law,

under pretence that the faid fhips were driven thither by ftrefs of wea-
ther or fome other calamity, it was now enadted, that on no pretence

whatever any kind of goods from the Englifh American plantations

ihould hereafter be put on fhore, either in the kingdoms of Ireland or
Scotland *, without being flrfl: landed in England, and having alio paid

the duties there, under forfeiture of {hip and cargo. The main hard-
fhip hereof, fay the Irifh, confifted In comprehending the unenumerat-
ed as well as the enumerated commodities, whereby alfo much money
goes from Ireland to foreign nations, which our own plantations might
otherwife have had f

.

The parliament pafTed an act [7, 8 Gul. Ill, c. 28] for more efFeftual-

ly preventing the exportation of wool, and encouraging the importation

of it from Ireland : but as there have been, both before and after this

period, fo many laws made for effedling what relates to the former part

of this adt, though all hitherto infufficient for keeping our wool to our-

felves, we think it fuperfluous to be particular thereon. The only ports

licenced for the importation of Irifh wool into England were White-
haven, Liverpool, Chefter, Briftol, Bridgewater, Minehead, Barnftaple,

and Biddefofd.

It appears that the Greenland company, eftablifhed in the year 1693,
who had then lubicribed L40,ooo as their original capital, had after-

ward increaied their fubfcription to L82,ooo, the completion whereof
was to be made at any time before the year 1703, becaufe, on account

of the fcarcity of feamen occafioned by the war with Fiance, they could

not then employ fo much money in that trade. In the meantime the

parliament enacted, that the company, for the encouragement of their

trade, during their term of 14 years, (which was to end in the year

1707) fliould be free of all duty, cullom, or impofition whatever, for

any oil, blubber, 01 whale-fins, caught and imported by them. [7, 8

Gul. Ill, c. ^^.] But the company were fo unfortunate, partly through

unlkilful management, and partly from real lofles, as to run out their

capital of L82,ooo fome years before the expiration of their term, fo

that they broke up entirely. And by a ftatute for enlarging and en-

couraging the Greenland trade, that trade was entirely laid open as be-

fore, and all the queen's fubjeds were thereby to enjoy the fame privi-

leges as the company had done : yet their misfortunes deterred others

* This claufe was rendered void as to Scotland by the union in the year 1707. ^.
+ See the enumerated commodities under the year 1660. yf.
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from profecuting that fiHiery till the year 1725. Nvhen the South-feacompany revived it, though much to their lofs. as will he feen.
Oreat lums bemg continually carried out of En^-land for hemp flaxand hnen, which might in a great meafure be fupplied from Ireland ifproper encouragement were given to induce foreign proteftants to fettle

in that kingdom, the i)arliament pafled an ad for allowing hemp fl,xhnen and linen yarn, the produce or manufadurf; of Ireland, to be im-ported into England by natives of England or Ireland without payingany duty And the manufidure of fail-cloth being already brought togood perfecjion in England, all Englifh-made fail-cloth was thenceforth
allowed to be exported without paying duty, either in the piece, ormade mto fails. [7, K Gul. HI, c. 39.]

I
>

^^

This law was wifely framed, for the encouragement of French pro-
teltant refugees, many of whom were well flci'led in the once noble li-nen mamjfadure of France, fince funk to almoft nothing ; and experi-ence has (hewn that this law laid the foundation of the |reat and flou-nflung manufadure ot linens and cambrics in Ireland.
The foreign commerce of Ruffia, except what was carried on by theEnghlh and Dutch at Archangel, was till our own times fo inconfider-

able, as hardly to deierve being mentioned. But the czar Peter fo
juftly titled the Great, had now formed vaft plans of commerce andconqueft, and alfo naval power. By his conqueft oi the ftrong fortrefsSr "^f"P'^' "^'^^^he mouth of the river Don, he opened for theRuflian velTels a pafl:age into the Black fea. upon which he determinedto keep a naval force fufBcient to cope with that of th^ Turks who foriome centuries part had excluded all other nations from the nav g!.tion

rLM"^- ^""^
'n-'

'".^ ^"^ l^'*"^"^^^ fhip-wrights from Holland fo"conuruding great fliips of war, and from Venice for galleys ; and hegot no fewer than forty of the former, and fifty of the \L , befides

co^ieved'toAf'^H
^"^'^^^ ^^---^^' - the rfver Don, and tW

h?rvT -^
I

'"^'"'^ ""'"^"y cnterprife was completed, throughhis vaft gemus, in three years time, having oak-timber and other navalftores in plenty of his own. and ready at hand. He alfo fortified tbfeport of Taganrock on the Black fea ; at which work, it is ft d above
300 000 perlons perilhed through hunger, and by diftempers ^unS-edfi-om lying- on the marfhy ground. Had the czar fuccieded in com-pehmg the Ottoman Porte to allow him a free pafTage by the Propont^sand Dardanelles into the Archipelago and Mediterian^ean iCrSlaange alterations might not his fuccefs have produced m the balance

havr;:r"veSl"7%''"v
how dilhdvantageou's would it probablyZhave proved to the Turkey trade and the general commerce of t^eother European nations in thofe feas ? How precarious alio would hevery ex.ftence of the Turkilh empire have theiebv h.l r i de ed ^

B^^^^^m the next century we fhall fee this towering propped oveiciouded, and
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all the vafl: cxpcnfe thereof ablolutL'l^ ihrown away. Tliis great prince,
however, ilid wonders for reforming and improving his country and
people. He travelled for this end into mort countries of Chridendom.
in order to learn their mercantile and maritime arts. In Holland and
England lie difcovered fo great a genius in his judicious inquiries, ob-
fervatit)ns, and remarks, on fliip-building, naval alVuirs, manufadures,
&c. as furprifed every body, and of which Ruflia at this day experiences
the good eftccls. King William gave him a refpedful reception in the
year 1697, and cultivated his friendfliip and aUiance, in hopes of form-
ing an uieful balance of power againfl: France.

This year King William fent out two (hips of war and fome land
forces, who retook the forts in Mudfon's bay, which the French had held
fur three years. Yet once more thole forts, in (^leen Anne's war, were
regained by the French, all but Fort Albany, and fo it remained till

the peace of Utrecht.

The running of Englilh and Irifli wool into France, whereby the
Mooilen manutac^ure of that kingdom has been fo greatly increafed,
lias employed the pens of many ever fince the refloration of King
Charles 11 ; and many plaufible propofals have been made, both within
doors and without, for an eftedual cure, though hitherto unfuccefsfully.

Among the more modern ones, Samuel Webber, in his ftiort account
of the ftate of our woollen manu<^adures, (printed in 1739) afcribes the
j;reat rile of the French woollen manufadures about this time to the
duty of 4/in the pound impofed by the parliament of Ireland on all

their woollen goods exported to foreign parts, becnufe fuch exportation
interfered with England's exportations of the like woollen goods ; and
that this was agreed to by Ireland, in return for no lels tlian L9,ooo,ooo
A^rling, expended by England in the redudion of Ireland at the revo-
lution : and to prevent their glutting England with their wool *, they
were limited to eight f wellern ports for its importation. Such hard-
ihips, according to that author, conftrained the Irifli to run their comb-
ed wool into France, which the French mixed up with their own coarfer

wool, whereby they were enabled, at a cheaper rate, to fupply many
foreign markets with woollen goods formerly fupplied by England.
The computations of mort of thofe who write on this fubjed, are, we
apprehend, too extravagant, and particularly thole of this author, to ob-
tain univerial credit ; for he ventures to affirm, ' that of 800,000 packs
of wool, annually produced in Britain and Ireland, France gets from us

yearly, one way or other, 500,000 packs, whereby that nation gains an-
nually above L8,ooo,ooo ilerling ; that not one third of our wool is

manufidured at home ; for, befule what goes to France, there is not a

little run into Holland, Sweden, and elfewhere ; that whenever we
• He a'fii fays luooUen ^nodi ; but tfso/only waa permitted to be impuited from Ireland,

f He Ijyj o;il)' ilvc. ^,
A.
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happen to be at variance with France, fo as to prevent a correfpond-
ence, the demand for our woollen goods at foreign markets has then
proved fudden and great; that we have hands enow in Great Bri-
tain to work up all our wool at home, fmce in England alone, by an
eftimate of the parifh rates, in the year 1735 the poor amounted to
1 ,400.000 perfons, of whom 300,000 were reckoned helpleft through
age, &c. and orphans; but that the remaining 1,100,000 poor were
all, m fome meafurc, fit for labour. Laftly, that the only effedtual
means to keep our wool at home would be to eftablilh a regiflry in
every parifli of Great Britain and Ireland, of flock in hand of wool
and of the dayly increafe or decreafe of the faid ftock, by transferring
the property from one to another, &c.
Now, though all that is therein aiTerted is not abfolutely to be relied

on, and mofl of the writers on this very interefting fubjed feem in
their computations, to have more or lefs overfliot the mark fome from
zeal, or perhaps private intereft, and others merely from ignorance and
want of abilities, yet, it mufl be allowed, that a remedy for fo pcrni-
cious a pra-^ice, as running great quantities of our wool into foreign
parts, well known to be a reality, is very much wanted ; and that, whe-
ther by a regiftry, as above mentioned, or by more ftrid guard-doom
on our coafts, or by both jointly, whoever fhall be fo happy as to point
out an effedlual remedy for fo great an evil, will richly deferve a hieh
reward from the public *. ^

^^^I'T^!^^
ill-judged abortive fcheme of a land bank in England al-

ready defcribed,with the deficient funds for the annual fuppHes ; the bad
1 ate of the filver coin, more efpecially in the years 1695 and i6g6 and
the ill humours contraded thereby, and by dilaffedion to the govern-ment had brought the infant bank of England into fuch difBculty and
diltrels that their cafh notes were now at a difcount of 15 to 20 per
cent, their credit being fo low as to be neceffitated to pay thofe notes
only by 10 per cent once in a fortnight, and. at length, to pay only 2
per cent on thofe notes once \v e months. This diftrefs was occa-
iioned by the bank having tak. .. c clipped and diminilhed filver mo-ney at the legal or par value by tale, and guineas at 30/; for which they
illued their notes payable on demand, and not having received from
the mint a fufficient quantity of the new filver coins to anfwer the dayly
demands on them for their outflanding notes. The diredors were
thereupon obliged to make two different calls, of 20 per cent each, on

Sweden, &c. In the beginning of October 1657,

4 I



688 A. D. 1697.

their members in the year i6g6. and to ifliic bank fealed bills, at 6 per
cent intcreft, in exchange for bank caHi notes ; and to advertife, for the
conveniency of trade, whilft the filver was recoining, that any perfon
might keep an account with the bank, and transfer any fum under L5.
from his own to another man's account ; which was getting into the
method of the bank of Amftcrdam ; yet, fuch was the diftrefs of the
times, that, on the 6tli of May 1697 the bank advertifed in the gazette,

for the defaulters of the laft call of 20 percent, which (hould have been
paid by the loth of November 1696, and alfo thofe indebted to the
bank upon mortgages, pawns, notes, bills, or other fecurities, to pay in

the laid 20 per cent, and the principal and intereft of thofe fecurities,

by tlie ifl of June next. Even lb late as the 2 ill of June 1697, we fee

in a newfpaper, called the Poltman, the following paragraph, viz.

' Bank notes were ytflerday between 13 and 14 per cent difcount.'

Notwithflanding the great difficulties the bank had then to ftrugglc

with, in a few months after, by the recoinage being completed, and by
tlie lecond, or engraftment, fubfcription of the tallies, orders, and bank
notes, to the amount of L5,160,459 • '4 • Pi' ^^'^ credit of the bank
was quite reftored, with the greateft applaufe to the condudlors of it.

After the parliament had fettled the funds for the enfuing year, and had
provided for the deticient funds in the former and prefent year, they

took the diftrefs of the bank into their deliberate confideration, and
finally determined, that the capital llock of the bank fliould be increaf-

ed by new fubfcriptions, of four fifths in exchequer tallies and orders,

and one fifth in their own bank notes, w-ith an intereft of 8 per cent.

And, for fecuring the payment of that intereft, an additional duty was

laid on fait ; and the other duties were extended to a longer term, &c.

in order to make up a general fund for paft deficiencies, now amount-
ing to no lefs than L5, 160,549 : 14:9;^, befides the current fcrvice of

the year 1697. But, previous to their taking in the new fubfcriptions,

their old capital of 1. 1,200,000 (hould firft be made up to each mem-
ber iOO per cent, and what remainc of efFcdts or intereft over and

above, fhould be divided among their old members. The bank, after

this new fubfcription, might iflue an additional number of notes, equal

to the to^al of the new fubfcription, provided always, that thofe notes

be anfwered on deinand, and that, in default of their fo doing, they

fhould be anfwered from the exchequer, out of the tirft money due to

the bank. The bank ihould continue a corporation till one year's

notice after Auguft the ift in the year 1710; and no other bank

fhould be allowed during their faid term. The bank fliould not, at any

one time whatever, owe more by bonds, notes, Haled bills, &c. than'

the total amount of all their increafed capital. The capital ftock of the

bank fhould henceforth be deemed a perfonal eftate. For the future,



A. D. 1697. 680
not aW two thirds of the preceding year's diredors ^ould be capableot being re-ele«ed .n tl^. fucceeding year *. [8. 9 G«/. /// c. 10 1D Avenant. m his Difcourfcs on the public revenues and trade ofEngland, (pnrn,

fi 26,:; ,698) juftly remarks, that it would be for M?e

fmm allowing imereft for running cafh. (as was the cafe at this time) •

for he eafe of having 3 or 4 per cent without trouble or hazard, muftbe a continual bar to induflry.
'

King William's miniftry had flattered themfelvcs, froi . year to year

r c; 'r 'T "^ ; ^i-«ly P-^- ^^-y of the fumls, tnc^refoi- ,,^n

ument had by this time been found, or fullered .0 be, very deficient •

the trealury gentlemen, though otherwife men of abilities.^iaving n

tn^ :;no?;To7 rf ?PPr""''"g ^'-.^»^-. judged very'wide of "ti"

eroedmlr?!' ? "f '
"' P'^^'^^^l^'y "light be inflanced with

i elpeclt to g afs bottles, earthern ware, tobacco-pipe clay, 8cc. The defic.encies of the funds were foon obferved by the monied men who werecreditors of the public, and who alfo took adVantage of the remoIenXf
funds" ThifhT?""' f ^*"

T^^'^''
^"^ ^^^^" 'h^^g«l - f-^ "o heunds This had. fmce the revolution, given rife to a new trade ofdealingngovenmemfecurities. very much to the damage of the public, as wella^ of thoie proprietors of the funds, who wefc obliged to parrjitthem at the dif^ount of from 40 to 50 per cent. ITAvenai tn hS Th. T"'

^''""''^ •" '^'o. juni/remarks of thofe melancholvimcs, that the government appeared like a diftrefled debtor wh^

the citi/ens began to declme trade, and to turn ufurcrs ; foreign

' nrr"''','"'"'
'^ "'^^ '^' h""'^'-^^ ^^ '''^'' '^-' infinite difcouS^

Advantage of lendmg their money to the government.' To preventthe 111 effeds of this unhappy trade, a law was made to reftrLn theumber and il pradices of brokers and ftock-jobbers. which premifesthat Iworn brokers were antiently allowed in London for mak^ngT^'
gains between rnerchants and traders for merchandize and bills of ex-change

;
but of late, divers fuch have carried on moft unjuft practicesn lellmg and d.fcounting tallies, bank flock, bank bills, fliares in jointbcks, &c^ confederating themielves together to raife or fall, fromdmeto time, the value thereof, as may molt fuit their owi. private inTereft!vhercfor, Uc they were now reftrained from ading without a licencefrom he lord mayor and court of aldermen. They w tc alfo to take

b? wd te'n ol 1;2'r 'r ''T' '' ^°° "^ nuP.ber.'whofe names fhoJldoe untten on the Royal exchange
; to incur a ix-^alty of L200. it' they

^ OL. II. ^.

4 ^
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dealt for themfelves in any merchandize, or in thofe tallies, flocks, &c.

;

to enter into an obligation for their faithful idings, and on failure, to

forfeit L500, &c.
After this account of the ill ftate of things, we fhall conclude the ac-

count of the t igraftip'^ ad by obferving, that the new fubfcribers to

the bank were thereby to deliver up to the governor and company of
the bank of England their tallies and orders, which were to be paid off

in courfe *. The capital flock of the bank was thereby to be exempted
from any tax. No contrad for fale of the bank ftock was to be valid,

unlefs regiftered within feven days in the bank books, and adually

transferred within fourteen days f . No ad of the corporation, nor of
its court of diredors, nor fub-committees thereof, fhould fubjed the

particular fhare of any member to forfeiture. The fhares, however,
were made fubjed to the payment of all the juft debts contraded by the

corporation X- By this ad it was made felony to counterfeit the com-
mon feal of the bank, affixed to their fealcd bills, or to alter or erafe

any fum in, or any indorfement on, their fealed notes, figned by order

of the governor and company, or to forge or counterfeit their bills or

notes. Members of this corporation were not to be liable to bankrupt-

cy, merely by reafon of their bank ftock, which ftock, moreover, was
not liable to foreign attachments. This is all that is eflentially necef-

fary to be recited from this long ad of parliament, fojudicioufly framed
for reftoring public credit. Two great points wore effeded by it, viz.

the exchequer i Hies and orders were refcued from the ftock-jobbing

harpies by being engrafted into this company, as were alfo the bank
notes, now cancelled, which had been at 20 per cent difcount, by reafon

the government had been greatly deficient in their payments to the

bank ; and a good intereft was fecured for the proprietors of the in-

creafed capital.

This happy engraftmenf, together with i.v new filver coinage, re-

dounded greatly to the credit of Mr. Montague, afterwards earl of Hali-

fax. For, it is almoft incredible, that in a few months after this provi-

fion for the national debt in arrear, the ftock of the bank given to the

proprietors of exchequer tallies, wh.ich before this engraftment had

been at 40 to 50 per cent difcount, fliould be currently ibid at 1 1 2 per

cent. ' This fecond bank fubfcription,' (diys D'Avenant, in his laft

quoted treatife) ' being founded upon parliamentary fecurity, for mak-
' ing good the deficient tallies, was formed by receiving in thofe tallies

• Tlicy aAually were paid off liv annual divi- in them all, till after the year 1720, when the

dcnds in a few yearn ; and hank ilock wis there- want of it opened a field of unexampled villany

by reduced to iti original capital. y1. and deception, yf.

f It had been happy for hundreds of families, J This claufe wan with grea. propriety after-

if this falutary claufe had luen continue'! in fuc- waidj extended to the other two great compa-

cfcding afts of parliament for this and .ui otlier nies. yl.

joint flocks. But, as if defignedly, it was omitted

I:
r



A. D. 1697. 691
at par, which coft the fubfcribers but 55 to 65 per cent *

;- by which

' ll\TAf '^r'"^''.'
'""'^'^ ^^ '^' ^'^^ '^"^^'^^^ ^he moftof them!

that had been known in any age, or in any part of the world.' I haveindeed often heard It faid by perfons who lived at this time, that one
fingle lubfcriber alone (Sir Gilbert Heathcote) gained by that rife ofthe price above L6o,ooo. "^

pirt orhk^D/^'r7'"'^f.°^7/
^'^''''' ^^^^' D'Avenant, in the fecondpar ot his Difcourfes on the puhbc revenues and trade of England, p. ,6t)

all great deahngs were tranfaded by tallies, bank bills, and goldfmiths
notes Paper credit did not only fupply the place of running^ caihbu

;

greatly multiplied the kingdom's flock; for tallies and bai.k bills did
to many ufes. ferve as well, and to fome better, than gold and filver •

and this artificial wealth, which neceflity had introduced, did make us

. f/h r"' "^ ^^"^ '^^^ ^^^^"^^' ^t»^l^ the ^^^ and ourlofTe
at fea, had drami out of the nation.' This able, but venal authorwrote m a very different flrain towards the clofe of the next relgS

rhinf ^'"9
""r^"'"' ^V

^"/'''"'^ P''^^"^ *he g^e^t means of con-eluding in September m the fame year, a treaty of peace betweenEngland and France, much wanted by both nations. In generaT byarticle 7, mofl places, poffefTed by either party before the war broke

Fni^'.r'
"°" ?'P"''''^

'Z
'"^"^^'" ^" ^^^^ Some of the forts in Hud-fon s bay were, however, thereby ceded to France, as alfo thofe of Nova-

sr?h;ft h^ "^^^^f ''^^T
^'•^ ^•'^"^^ *" ^^90 ;

alfo that par^ofSt Chnflophers which we had taken from France in the fam? year
1 690, was reflored to France; King William's then untoward affairHiotpermitting him, at that time, to infift too flrenuoufly on thofe mattersmore efpecialiy as the main preliminary of this treaty was the Snow:legement of William as king of Great Britain and Ireland by Louif

fnrJ. r 'r
°'''^ '" ^'""'^ Pondicherry in Eaft-India

; and, at" thefame time, a feparate treaty of commerce and marine wL concluded

^hTr '^'^l^'y'^^y
y^^rs. All that is memorable therein beitthat the Dutch fhould enjoy the fame privileges, franchifes &c £

M^S''
^o"^s's own fubje<its did, and that they i^ight freely cSry toMarfeilles. &c. the jnerchandi'.e of the Levant.' as well in their own(hip as m French bottoms, without being liable to the 20 per cenHnhe Levant commerce

; laving only in cales where the French themlelves were liable to pay it. The Dutch alfo might import pickled h^rrmgs without bemg hable to repacking. France' alio r^emit^tid o themthe 50 fols per ton on foreigners Ihips, excepting only when Dutch fhimcarry trench goods coafl-ways. fron\ one pirt of FrJnce to another^
.

To Spam trance yielded what fhe had taken in Catalonia as alfo thecuy and province of Luxemburgh, with Charleroy, Aeth Courtray?and

• He mean, fuch as bought them at fo large a difcoimt- ^.

• 4S J .
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Mons
;
relerving, however, many burghs and villages within ihole de-

pendencies, under flight pretences.
^

To the princes of the 'empire, France reflored Triers and Germerf-
heim to the eledors of Triers and Palatine ; to Sweden, the duchy
ot Deuxponts

; to the bifliop of Liege. Dinant ; to the hoofe of Wir-
temberg, Mompelgard. But, on the other hand, the empire was oblig-
ed to confirm forever to France the pofleflion of Strafljiirgh with its
territory. To the emperor, however, France yielded up Friburg and
the relt of the Brifgaw, and Philipfhurg : to the duke of Lorrain France
reftored his capital, Nancy, but difmantled and defencelefs ; and Louis
Itill retained Saar-Louis, and alfo the road, or way, of half a league in
breadth, through Lorrain to Alface, open for the French troops and
armies. If Louis had no latent defign in thus yielding up fo many im-
portant places which he had conquered, men would have faid he aded
moderately; but his real,view in this feeming moderation was to dii-
arm and difunite the allies, that fo he might the more eafily feize on
the Spanifli monarchy upon the death of their old and feeble king
Charles IL °

A French fquadron of fliips, commanded by Pointis, this year took
the famous town and forts of Carthagena in Spaniih America, and, by
his own account, he got eight millions of crowns thereby. Much more
had been expeded, but the people of fafliion and the religious of both
lexes had before retired far into the country out of his reach, with 1 10
mules laden with treafure. Pointis, fenfible that he could not hold Car-
thagena, left it, after demolilhing its forts.

it was high time to put an end to the many privileged places to which
debtors retired with the money and merchandize of their creditors, and
by combination in thofe recefles, fet all law and juftice at defiance ; no
officers daring, wihout the hazard of their lives, to arreft any of thofe
hwlcfs debtors within thole places. Wherefor, by a ftatute, the following-
pretended privileged places were fupprelled, viz. that in the Minories

;

Sahfhury court, Whitefriars, Ram alley, and Mitre court, in Fleet
(h-eet

; Fulwood's rents in Holburn ; Baldwin's gardens in Gray's-hin
lane

;
the Savoy in the Strand ; Montague clofe, Deadman's place, the

Cliuk, and the Mint, in Southwark. '[3, 9 Gui. Ill, c. 26.] Yet the
Mint was fuffercd to fpring up again in a more outrageous manner than
ever, and was not finally fupprclfed till the reign of Kii George I. It
was a fad iliame, that fuch lawlcfs people fliould have been fo long toler-
ated or connived at.

Burlington bay on the coafl of Yorklhire being a fafe road, and the
haven and pier of Burlington (alias Bridlington) hitnv^ conveniently fi-

tuated for fupplying necelliiries, and alfo for a retreat from fforms or
enemies, it was judged a national benefit to lay a duty of one farthing
jjcr chaldron ou all coals coining from Newc irtle and its members fouth-

mi,
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down 1 V .T ^ T^
rebuilding that pier, which had been throwndown by a ftorm in the year 1696. [8, 9 G«/. ///, c. 28.]

I his year the filk-weavers of London were extremely outrageous andtumultuous, on pretence of the great quantities of filks. cSs andother Indian manuflidures, imported by the Eaft-India company 'ndworn by all forts of people. They even carried their vioS S^far at

fn, .ITS ' -'^"^ '^' ''''^'''^ ^^ '^'^ Eaft-India houfe, and had a 1ftfucceeded m it, but were in the end reduced to order Yet much ckmour was fti
1 raifed both in pamphlets and converfation aS the

STi^h" ";" '^/' ^^^^"^^ ^"^^^^^ '^' ^«--« Dr. D'Av^emnt to

r tu''[f
^"'^ ingenious efTay on the Eaft-India trade He wasanfwered by Mr. Polexten. an eminent merchant, who th^s year publ.ihed his able performance, intided. England and Eaft-TndLrconfiftent m their manufadures, which, with refpedto the real mauer of fad

a^lt^onen^"'"^^'
'"' ''''''' ''' ^^'^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^-^^

Notwithftanding the reftitutions which France had obtained bv thereaty of Ryfw.ck, yet her foreign trade feemed ftill to languffh Hol-

didVrZdd""n.eTr 'r"/\
""' '"^

''i''
^"'^ ^'^--' ^h- Eng^nd

^•1? r V "^' ^'^^ ^^^" accurtomed before the war to fend
g eat fums of money to France for wine, brandy, paper, ftuffs °inenhats, filks. and many other - hings. over and above he LrchamUze thev'carried thither from England, whereby the balance was aS 're^jjm fivour of France. But the French commillary, now fenfo^^T JEngland for a treaty of commerce between the Jo nations found inurmountable d,ft,culties in his fommiffion, not only on account of thehigh duties laid by England on French goods, which duties we l.nnrnpriated to fundry ufes. but likewife becalfe the Englilh durTng the^ te"long war, had learned to be without the merchandize of France bv f nplying d^emfelves moftly with the wines of ItairSparn. S PorL'^^^^and with the linens of Holland and Silefia. The'^^-cLh refugees SelmS or^Ft"'^'"'^'"" "'^'/ ^'^'^'^ ^^'^^' ^llks.^tndTats:ni cle at home. France, moreover, on the other hand, not relaxing anv

ed ^a ;^oh;b't '? ^"^'"^- --'"^-^--- ^-.-hich in effSamLnt-ecl to a piohibition of them, it was not therefor poflible for France-anrL

^f^t ':r'''''^'
'"^y

T'' - ^^-^y «^" comlnerce together vSh

Fno^l ,7 "'"/'• '^'^ ^""'""'^'^ commerce, and public credit ofEngland ioon revived, and the bills or notes of the bank got up
°

par. The dilcount on the remaining tallies was become moderate an^

^r:f^:::^^:::i^ ''- '-^^ ^' -'- ^-^^^^^^ comparTiSrvit

..It '''\"°'"l?''»"« ag'-^inft the Eaft-India company's proceedings to-gether with the.r great lofles of Ihips and rich cargoes lu.r'ngthfwlr:
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which had prevented them from making any dividends for lundry pre-
ceduig years, had by this time occafioned a general diflike in the people
againft the company. This broke out more plainly in the fpring of
1698, when the houie of commons again took the ftate of the com-
pany's trade into their ferious confidera'ion, even though it had three
years before appeared to be fo delicate an affair, that it had been refer-
red by the parliament to the king and council, who fent it back again
to the parliament, who after all did nothing material in the main com-
plaints relating to it. The company therefor thought it now prudent
to make a propofal to parliament, that they would advance Lyoo.ooo
for the public fervice at 4 per cent intereft, provided the exclufive trade
to India might be legally fettled on them. But while the houfe of com-
mons feemingly liftened to this propofal, a number of merchants, head-
ed by Mr. Samuel Shepherd, and countenanced by Mr. Montague, chan-
cellor of the exchequer, offered to advance two millions of money at 8
per cent intereft, provided they might have the fole exclufive trade to
India fettled on them ; yet the fubfcribers not to be obliged to trade in
one joint ftock, unlefs they fhould afterwards defire to be incorporated,
in which cafe a charter fhould be granted to them. This laft propofal
was beft relifhed, and therefor a bill was accordingly brought into par-
liament. Againft this the company's counfel in both houfes of parlia-
ment pleaded their feveral exclufive charters, which, amongft other
great privileges, ftiled them lords-proprietors of Bombay and St. He-
lena. They let forth, that the company had adually acquired, at their
own fole expenfe, revenues at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and
Bombay, as well as in Perfia and ellewhere, to the amount of about
L44,oco per annum, arifing from cuftoms and licences for felling wine,
for lilhings, for farms of tobacco and betle ; for quit-rents, houfe-rents,
and garden-rents, to the natives ; pafles for country fliips ; tonnage, an-
chorage, falvage, 8cc. ; all which were conftantly increafing ; alfo a large
extent of lands in the refpedive places. That they had alCo ereded rorts

and fettlements, and had procured territories in the ifland of Sumatra
and on the coaft of Malabar, without which the pepper trade muft have
been entirely loft to England. That they had a ftrong fort in the king-
dom of Bengal, and alio many fadories, buildings, and fettlements, m
divers other parts ; having, raoreover, purchafed of the Indian princes,
at high rates, many privileges and immunities ; all which they were
encouraged to do out of a firm belief, that their rights and inheritances
would on all occalions be objeds of the nation's care *. That fince this

bill was brought in, the company agreed to fubmit their prefent ftock
to a valuation of 50 per cent, viz. 20 per cent for their dead ftock, (i. e.

• Tins account of tlic various emoluments of the company in Iiiilia is very inftruflive, as k explains
ihe nature of tlicm, imd Haws that they were iitatly titc fame as ihofe of the prefcut company are
now (i';6o). ^.
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their forts, fadlories, lands, &c.) and 30 per cent for their quick ftock,
which they were content even to warrant at that rate. And upon thefe
terms tiie company likewife offered to open fubfcriptions for two mil-
lions. To all this the counfel for the new fubfcribers replied, that the
old company, (for fo we muft now begin to call them) in reciting their
charters, had forgot to mention the provifos therein, viz. that the kings
of England, who granted them, referved a difcretionary power to make
them void on three years warning. That the king, folely by his char-
ter, could not grant the trade exclu^ve of all others, as being diredly
contrary to pofitive laws : neither had the prefent king, in fad, granted
any fuch exclufive right. That feveral recoveries had been made at law
again ft the company for profecuting fuch pretended right. That the
kmg's meffage to the houfe of commons in 1692 plainly fignified, that
the concurrence of parliament was requifite for making a complete and
ufeful fettlement of this trade *. That, when they mentioned the refo-
lution of the houfe of commons in 1691, they omitted their other refo-
lution, viz. that it was lawful for all perfons to trade to the Eaft-Indies
unlefs reftrained b^ ad of parliament. That the patents for fome trades
with joint ftocks, while the trades for which they were granted were in
their infancy, have been permitted, for the fake of fettling a trade and
till the firft adventurers had reaped fome reafonable compenfation for
their expenle and riik

; yet afterwards, when fuch trades have grown
eonfiderable, the wifdom of the nation nas always, or generally, judged
It fitting to open a way for the kingdom to receive a general benefit
therefrom f . That it never was efteemed a breach of public faith nor
a derogation from the credit of the great feal, or from the honour of
our kings, to have their patents annulled by parliament, when it ap-
peared that fuch grants were either unprofitable or contrary to the
common rights of the fubjed : neither did any kings think themfelves
bound in honour or conicience to refufe palfing an ad of parliament
for the annulling of fuch grants. That, moreover, kings having often
been deceived in fuch grants, they have even been frequently annulled
by the ordinary courfe of law.

It was, on tlie other hand, again farther replied and urged, in behalf
of the old company, that the property of many families, widows and
orphans, was greatly affeded by this bill, which, moreover, makes no
provifion for a determined ftock ; infomuch, that it may hereafter hap-
pen, that the trade may be loft to the nation for want of a fufficient ca-
pital to carry it on ; it appearing by thirty years -xperience, that it re-
quires at leaft L6oo,ooo every year to carry on ••his trade to its utnioft.

* Here they expatiated on the bribery and otlitr
indirect procicdiiigs of the company in tlie years
1692— 1695. A.

i' Yet the very fame people, wlio now ufed thefe

arguments againft the old company, were at thi»
very time alking for, and afterwards obtiined, an

.

exclufive trade to India. A.
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That eveu during the three years to michaelmas 1701, the new fub-
.cnhers are, by this bill, permitted to trade as well as the company
which IS contrary to the charters, and will create great confufion and
render the faid three years trade allowed the old company of no benefit
becaufe they are ftill bound to export to the value of Li 00.000 annual-
ly in our own manufad^ures, while the new fubfcribers are under no
luch obligation. I'lie old company are, moreover, obliged to pay taxes
and to keep up forts, fadories, &c. while the new fubfcribers are to
liave an equal benefit of the trade, without either. That fince the lafl:new fublcnption in i6g^, the company have loft, either by accidents
or by the calamities of war, twelve great (hips, which, with their car-
goes would have fold here for near Li,500,000. And yet, notwith-
Itandmg luch loffes, they have paid in cuftoms fince that period
L295,ooo, befide L85,goo in taxes. That, moreover, they fupplied the
king in Holland, on a preihng occafion, with 6000 barrels of gunpowder
and had likewife, at a time of great extremity, fubfcribed L80 000 for
circulating exchequer bills at the inftances of the treafury. And thatm (horc, many hundred families have their whole fortunes dependingm the ftock of the prefent company, who muft be utterly ruined if this
bill take effed.

In the foregoing debates there are to be found a great many material
articles relating to the hiftory and conduct of the old Eaft-India com-
pany, and to the nature and legaUty of exclufive charters, unfupported
by parliamentary authority ; we could not therefor avoid fomewhat en-
larging thereon, and (hall only fubjoin what was, on this occafion far-
ther alleged agamft the old company, viz. that the new fubfcribers to
tliat company's ftock in the year 1693 were deluded into it by the char-^
ter then obtained by indired means, and by the hopes of an ad of par-
liament to confirm it, and by the old proprietors having valued their
ftock at 1750,000, whereby they ihared L375,ooo of the new fubfcrib-
ers money amongft themfelves ; and as they had warning fuflicient by
the tranfadions before the king and council, nobody was anfwerable for
their lofs but themfelves.

Thefe reafons weighing, or feeming to weigh, with the parliament
and fome of the leaders of tlie old company beinr moreover faid to
nave been lulpeded of difaffedion to the ftate, or, perhaps principal-
ly, becaufe the new fubfcribers were the favourites of the miniftry anud ot parliament was palTed for raifing a fum not exceeding two mil-
iions, upon a fund for payment of annuities after the rate of 8 per cent
per annum, .md for fettling the trade to the Eaft-Indies. The fubftance
thereof; as far as relates to this fubjed, is, that the king might appoint
commillioners for taking fubfcriptions from any perfons or corporations
the bank of England excepted, for raifing two millions, from and after
michuclmas 1698, the entire intereft being Li 60,000 per annum, arifing

3
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fcnbers mto one body-politic *. with perpetual fuccefli m &c and the

er urns than Ihail be employed ni their trade, and which likewife fhillbe borrowed only on their comn.on feal. and not repayable inTefs han

bfllfoTno; "''^r ^f ^^y ^'^^°""^ ''"y ^i"^ o/exch n^e. o ottrb I^ or not >s, nor keep books or cafli for any perfons whatever otler

the V hS' r" ''''P7T'' -t-
^^''''

P^'- ^^"^ ^^W"ional du r'ated on

portid ; beT'udtihe"" '^ff^^'--l'y
'-d on all India'^o^dfir

^?p:;f&!r 0% th::^;:^ ::;:]:^S:fis^Band repayment by parliament of the fhid two mill ons hen nnrl7j '

M-India. company may alio trade to India until r^ichaelmas 70

cl o?;.ndl. ^ ^"^"'-^/f
^ «^ .I"d'« goods iTiall be made openly by

cietv to t J^' ?' "" r^""P'"^ ^^.^^^'^ P^>- ^^^^*'- i"ft debts. No Co-uLty, to DC erected m purluancc of t lic !/> n, 11
j^-»u lu

On occahou 0/ this contention between the two commnies it wn<.

* Tills was the iotrntion from tlic Im H. yf.
t i Ins kerns plainly UUiKnul to tavou, what

i Thcfc cI.iiilVs wne JiitciuU,! to picvcnt ai-
i-ii.a<;!iin,; on the proM'ncc <,f tin lank, yj

Vol. II.

_(;
Ihc term was cxtcnd..d to 25th March, l-zr,

with t„rcc years uotkc. [.iff 6 ^,;„,, ,. ,,.j' ^;
I. I".i-^ was to obviate the eon.plainc of dan-

!c me lal s. laul to have hee„ made by the co„.imanee ot, or tor the benellt ot; the direciui,,. .^.
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and lefs diftuib our own manufadures. That it is better for the king-

dom, for inftance, that L300 be employed at 10 per cent profit, than

vhat but Li 00 be employed at L20 profit. That wonderful things are

ihid of the gains by trade in Sir Thomas Grefliam's time, when for

every Lioo employed in trade, it was returned again at the end of the

year, with 200 or L300 more of profit, divided between the cuftoms of

the crown and the merchants ; though at this time, perhaps 20 or 30

per cent is all that is fo divided ; but then, for every Lioo then employ-

ed, there is probably Lioco now employed in commerce : and confe-

quently, for every Lioo fo gained in thofe times, there is at leaft

Li 000' gained in our days. Thus, when the African or Guinea trade

was laid open on paying 10 per cent to the company, if, from that

time ten fliips were employed in it for every one that had been em-

ployed by that company ; if, in the open trade, thefe ten fliips on

Liooo could divide 30 per cent between themfelves and the cuftoms,

and the company's one ftiip before divided Lioo between them and the

cuftoms, yet the ten Ihips are much more beneficial to the nation, be-

caufc they employ ten times as many perfons, and carry out ten times

as many manufadures, as the company's one fliip did. This is a very

important remark for the confideration of legiflators.

After fo long and fo expenfive a war, but juft ended, wherein alfo

there had been very great lofl'es by captures of fo many of our rich

merchant fliips, it gave foreign nations a high idea of the wealth and

grandeur of England, to fee two millions fterling money fubfcribed

for in three days time : and had the books been kept open longer, there

were perfons ready to have fubfcribed as much more: for though higher

proofs have fince appeared of the great riches of the nation, becaufe

our wealth is very vifibly and much increafed fince that time, yet till

then there had never been fo illuftrious an inftance of England's opu-

lence. This, however, was undoubtedly owing in a great meaiure to

the legal eftablifliment of our free conftitution by the acceflion of King^

William and Queen Mary to the throne, whereby a firm confidence in

the public faith was eftabliftied on a folid bafis. For before this moft

liappy and iblid fettlement of our conftitution, whereby the precife li-

mits of the roval prerogative, as well as of the fubjecTs rights, were af-

certained, and abfolutely eftabliftied, by the ever-memorable law, named

the Declaration of rights, the crown, in fpite of the old Magna charta,

and the law of King James I againft monopolies in 1624, &c. conftant-

ly pretended to the ri'ght of granting exclufive privileges and charters,

though, neverthelefs, frequently and ftrenuoufly oppofed, and fome-

times fuccefsfully, by upright judges and juries. Yet, till this glorious

cpocha of liberty, the Eaft-India, African, and Hudion's-bay, compa-

nies, with joint ftocks, as well as the regulated companies, as they are

ufually called, trading without a common ftock, viz. the merchant-ad-
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venturers. Turkey and Eaftland, companies, though none of them were
legally eftablifhed by ad of parliament, (as the Ruflla company was bv
the 8th of Qiieen Elizabeth) all of them, neverthelefs, prefunied fo farupon their royal charters, as to give great difturbance to, and often to-
tally to obftrua, the feparate and independent traders, whom thev
thought fit to ftigmatize with the opprobrious appellation of interlopers
rius therefor was, properly, the firfl legally-exclufive mercantile com-
pany of England xyith a joint flock. Necellity. however, was the main
inducement with the government to pafs this law, 8 per cent being, in
thole tniies of difficulty, reckoned but a moderate intereft; tallies &cbeing ftiU at a confiderable difcount, though they foon after got up to

This law, then, having empowered the king to incorporate all the
fubfcribers into one exclufive community, named the general focictytradmgtothe Eaft. Indies, their charter was dated on the ^d of Sep-
tember, 1698 ; and on the 5th of that month, he incorporated them
as onejoint-ftock exclufive company, and their fuccefibrs, by the name
oi th, Engh/h company trading to the Eajl-lndks, with the cuftomarv
privileges of having a common leal, of making bye laws, of fuing andbeing ued, of purchafing an undetermined quantity of lands &c Andwith this remarkable claufe. (which proved the means of 'afte'rwards
uniting the old and new Eaft-India companies) viz. that all corporationsand perlons who fliould derive any right or title from any of the faid
lubfcnbers, or their fuccefibrs, ftiould be efteemed members of thisnew company and be received and admitted as fuch, gratis. That thiscompany might angment their capital ftock. That members, at theiradmjflion fliould take an oath ot fidelity to the ftock-company. andfiionMnot trade to India on their private account. Lso© to entitlethem to one vote m general courts, and none to have more than onevote. Tliat this ne-,v company might efiablifii the fame courts of judi-cature as the old company had power to do by King James II's charter

;

hould mamtam a minifter and Ichoolmafier at St. Helena, and in every
tort and fupenor facftory ; as alfo a chaplain in every fliip of 500 tons

indiX'n'l
Th.u one tenth part of their whole annual e^orts toIndia fliould be in Lnglifii product and manufadures *

No looner was this new company ereded, than great and obvious dif-
ficulties and objedions were fiarted againft their proceeding to tradeduring the three years remaining to the old company, who were in pof-
icflion ot the forts and ot the privileges granted in India by the moguls

f-' ;
"7" '''"^\'

l^'^ ^r ""'^P^'^y ^^«"'^ ^^'-^it till michaehnas

v/,.h:.irr i-u'^ r^'^''
have the exc:..five trade, the old one was, ne-

veithelefs, ftiU at liberty to dilpole of their forts, iettlements, fadorics,

T!.e rc« of it » iininalci;.il, or elll- a rq,ctitio,i of what Is alu-r.dy nuntam.!. .-/

^
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&c. at their own price, as not being reftrained by the act of parliament
frcnn Telling them even to foreigners *. Nor were they by this ad ab-
(blutely diU'olved :.c the end of the three years, fceinp, their eftate is

thereby made liahle to pay all Uieir debts, which could not be eflfeded
within the limits of thole three years. Moreover, the old company had
artfully fiiblcribed 1.315,000 into the new Itock in the name of Mr.
John Dubois, their treafurer, whereby they were pofleflcd of above one
feventh part of the whole new capital of tw<i millions. To confirm
which poffeflion, they obtained an ad of the next feffion of parliament,
importing, that, in confideration of the old company having diredcd
Mr. Dubois to fublcribe the laid fum in truft for them, they Ihould
continue a corporation, fubjcd, nevertheicfs, to be determined upon
redemption of the fund aforefaid : 'vhich. being deemed a private ad,
is not printed in the ftatute-book. It is intitlcd, an Ad for continu-
ing the old company, (called the governor and company of merchants
of London trading to the Eaft-Indies) a corporation till the redemption
of the faid two millions.

In all this very material affair, there certainly was a (Irange jumble
of inconfiftencies, contradidions, and difficulties, not eafdy to be ac-
counted for in the condud of men ofjudgement, unlefs they were pur-
pofely lb intended for the fervicc of the old company. For it occafion-
ed a world of trouble afterwards to the new company, as will be feen,
as far as is n.-edful, in its proper place. And indeed the miniftry were
leverely handled in fundry virulent pamphlets of that time. As, ift,

that three years before one company could be dilTolved, a new company
fliould be eftablillied, with power to commence an immediate trade
where they had no juft right till three years after. 2dly, to fuffer the
old company to i'ublcribe fo conllderable a part of the new capital,

whereby they were enabled to trade feparately from the new one, which
was in effed eflablifhing two rival companies at once, befides the fcpa-
rate traders, who ftill continued to ad by themfelves. 3dly, after the
old company's three years fliould be expired, of what ul'e could their
forts, fac'lories, lands, buildings, &c. be to them. Thefe, and other
difliculties and abfurdities, might be enlarged on, were it necellary, af-

ti.r dwelling fo long on this matter already. A coalition, therefor, of
ihofe two companies feemed to be the only effedual expedient. For
I'uch was, at this time, the force of party in a matter, which, one would
think, fhould be of no party, that thole two companies had divided al-

moft the whole kingdom into the two oppofite parties, of the old and
new companies, the former generally favoured by the tory party, and
the new one by the whigs. And in this condition we will leave them
for a little while, for the fake of the chronological order of our hil-

tory.

• A moft unaccountable raifttke, if not rallicr intention.tHv done. .4-
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It was about this time that the king of France made his greatefl ef-
forts for It-a-dominion, or a fuperior naval ftrength : and it cannot be
denied, iluit he took veiy wife nieafures for that end. He ereded aca-
demies for mathematical ftudies, and for making expert engineers, bom-
bardiers, Hiip-buildcrs, and navigators ; and he divided all his fea-coafts
mto departments, over which he placed prosier intendants, who kept
exad lifts of all feifaring peoj^Ie. obliging them by turns to ferve in the
royal navy for a limited term of vears. By fuch nieafures, he appeared
q-uckly on tlie Ocean with a formidable navy, whereby for a while he
bade defiance to both the antient maritime powers. Yet in the end he
was effedually convinced, that they h:H ftiU an advantage over him on
the watery element, after he had contratled an immenle debt on that
Icore

: and that, as all monarchies, as well as individuals, have certain
limits in jwint ot power and expenfe, he muft either quit his new pro-
jed of giving law on the Ocean, or elle abandon his grand proieds of
conquefts on the land by his vaft armies. The later he could not think
of giving up, and therefor he was forced to drop the former. So that
towards the clofe ot his reign, his navy was permitted to decline very
much

: yet his fuccellor has iince attempted both again, with as little
or lefs reafon, and even with much lefs luccefs. all things being duely

l"his year Louis XIV erected a new exclufive company for 50 years

^\^"}5.V
*^.

'""^'^J
company of St. Domingo, not only for the great idand

ot Hilpamola, (the weft end of which he had feized on and planted
though never as yet yielded to him by Spain in any treaty) but for all
the other Weft-hulia illands he laid claim to. This grant was confirm-
ed in 1716.
The Inftring company now obtained an ad of parliament, the pre-

amble ot which fets forth, that the company have, with great labour
and charge, brought that manufic-^ure to pcifedion : but that, by reafon
oi the h-audulent importation of foreign alamodes and luftrings they
have not enjoyed t!ie benefit intended them by the royal charter but
have wafted their time and ftock in contending with many difficulties
and obUriKhons. .Aiul it now appearing that the manufadure cannot
be conduced, and iccnred to England, by any other means than by
cftabiilhmg an exclulive company tor the iame, it was enaded, that the
laid coiTipany be a p.-rpetual corporation, with the ufual powers, &c.
ot a body-politic, ;,s ,n their charter, and that they enjoy the Ible life,
exercile, and benefit of making, drefting. and luftrating, plain black
alamodes, rcnh.rcc;^ and luftrings, in England and Wales, for fourteen
}cars. [9, lo 6V. l/l, c. 43.] But the faHiion changed ; new fabrication*
drove out thole pretty and glofty filks ; and the company ran out their
ftock, and wrre (|n,te broke up before the expiration of their exclufive
term, which therefor was not renewed.
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The Dutch Eafl-India company's charter of privileges was this year
renewed by the ftates-general for 40 years ; which gave that company
great encouragement and weight for carrying on their commerce to
India.

The EngUfh feparate traders to Guinea and other parts of che weft
coaft of Africa, called interlopers by the royal African company, having
a great advantage over that company by being at no part of the ex-
penfe of forts, governors, fudlors, and other fervants, on that coaft, l>ad

by this time fo far fupplanted them in the negro trade, that they were
rendered unable any longer to fupport their forts, &c. without the aid
of the legiflature. An a6l of parliament wa-? therefor pafled in their
behalf; the preamble whereof fets forth, that as thole forts and caftles,

which are undoubtedly necellary for the protedion of that trade, have
hitherto been maintained at the fole expenfe of the company, it is moft
reafonable, that all who trade to that coaft fhould contribute to the
fupirort of them: wherefor, it was ena<fled, that, for enabling the com-
prny to fupport and maintain the faid forts and fadories, all the king's
fubjeds, as well of England, as America, trading to the coaft of Africa
between Cape Mount and the Cape of Good Hope, as well as the faid

company, fhould pay 10 per cent nd valorem for all the goods and mer-
chandize, which they fliould export to that coaft, either from England or
from America. They fliould pay alike 10 per cent outward, and alfo

10 per cent homeward, on all goods Ihipped from or to England or
America, to and from any part of that coaft between Cape Blanco and
Cape Mount, (but redwood fhould only pay 5 per cent) negroes except-
ed. Gold and lilver brought from any part of that coaft fhould pay no
duty at all, but might be freely landed without entry. And feparate traders

(now no longer to be called interlopers) fliould enjoy equal protedion
and afliftance at thofe forts with the company's own fliips and people;
and they might even, at their own coft, fettle fadories and do all other

matters there which the company might do. [9, 10 Gul. Ill,c. 26.]
Thus a trade, which had before been virtually open, was now made

legally fo ; and, at that time, in every one's judgement, much to the be-
nefit of the nation, more efpeci ally with relation to the commerce to

our fugar colonies : for it was confefled by all, that the feparate traders

had eonfiderably reduced the price of negroes to our fugar-plantcrs

;

and, confequeiitly, had fo far the better enabled them to underfell

our rivals. Yet we {IniU hereafter fee, that the provifion made by this

law, which was to endure for thirteen years, could not efFedually fup-

port the royal African company, who had the management of Jiis

duty, whicli, in the end, was abfolutely reduced to nothing.

In the meantime, the company proceeded to trade on their own bot-

tom, by borrowing money by their fealed bonds ; and made calls on
their members to the amount of LiSo,oco by way of additional ftock.
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m hopes to find the parliament fooner or later inclinable to grant them
an exclufive trade ; for which end they petitioned C^icen Anne, in the
year 1707, though without effed.

London at this time abounded with new projeds and fchemes, pro-
mifing mountains of gold

: there were alfo fundry rational new projeds
introduced, nioftly by the French proteftant refugees ; the chiefof thofe
projedors was one Dupin, who was inftrumental in advancing the ma-
nuftxdures of fine linen, thread, tapes, lace, &c. and of fine white writ-
ing paper. He pretended, that the court of France was fo n.uch alarm-
ed at his firfl feeing on foot the paper manufadure, that Barillon, the
French ambaflador at London, obflruded it to his utmoft, and enticed
the chief of our workmen into France, from the paper mills in England.
But with lefped to the linen manufiidure, more efpecially in the Ibuth
parts of Er, ,:ud, it is probable it will never prove very fuccefsfuU
neither, ptriiapi, is it for England's benefit that it (hould fucceed there,
fince it might not a little interfere with our antient and noble woollen
manufadures, and alfo with the filk and fieel ones, by diverting our
workmen therefrom ; fince, in the opinion of many, the fowing of muclv
flax in England, and the negled of the woollen manufiidure, which
would inevitably follow, might probably lower the price of lands ; as,
obfervers fay, it requires about twenty acres of land to breed wool for
fetting on work the fame number of hands which one acre of flax would
employ : and yet, in the end, the woollen manufadure will be found to
employ by far the greateft number of hands, and yield the moR profit
to the public, as well as to the manufadurers. That even in the linen
munufadurcs of Holland, the Dutch have only the eafieftand mofl: pro-
fitable part thereof, viz, the weaving and whitening of it ; for it is laid,
that mofl of the yarn is fpun in Germany, Pruflia, &c. where the
people, being poor, can fpin cheaper than the people of Holland or
England can do. But in countries where labour and lands are cheap,
as in Scotland and Ireland, the linen manufadure has been found to be
profitable to the community. The farther planting of the new colonies
in America, witli fuch projeds at home as infurance oflUces, faltpetre
works, copper-mines, penny-poft projed, and many more, were now
much in vogue

:
' fo have I feen,' fays the author of an Efiay on pro-

jects, printed in the preceding year, ' fliares of joint-flocks, and other
' undertakings, blown up by the air of great words, and the name of
' fomc man of credit concerned, to perhaps Li 00 for one five hundredth
'part or fliare, and yet at lafl dwindle to nothing.' Writers about this
time complain heavily, ' that the Royal exchange of London was crowd-
ed with projeds, wagers, fairy companies of new maiuiladures andin-

' vcntions, ftock-iobbcrs, &.c. fo tha; vcrv foon after this time, th„
' tranfading of this airy trade ofjobbing wasjuflly removed from off.
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' the Royal exchange into the place called Exxhange-alley, where it is
' flill carried on *.'

This year the houfe of peers addrcfled King William to difcourage
the woollen manufadures of Ireland, the increale of which had given
umbrage to the people of England : and to encourage the linen manu-
fadhire of that kingdom, purfuant to an adl of parliament in 1696, al-

ready mentioned ; which has fince been brought to great perfedion in
that kingdom. The houfe of commons likewife addrefled the king to
induce the people of Ireland to cultivate the joint intereft of both king-
doms ; and that, as Ireland is dependent on, and proteded by, England,
the Irilh would be content to apply themfelves vothe linen manufadure;
whereby they would enrich themfelves and be beneficial to England at
the fame time ; both which points have fmce been efFeded in a great
meafure.

The French now began a fettlement at the mouth of the river Miffi-
fippi in the Spanifli province of Florida ; fince grown up to be a confi-
derable French colony. Their main intention herein, as has fince
plainly appeared, being to open a communication from thence to their
colony of Canada, thereby to hem in the Englifli colonies, fo as to en-
grofs the whole Indian trade to themfelves.

Before we leave this year, it may not be amifs to take notice of what
D'Avenant has remarked concerning the increafe of the people of Eng-
land, in the fecond rirt of his Difcourfes on the public revenues and
trade of England, ( bliflied in this year, />. 196, odavo) viz. ' that there
' are almoft unden,. .)le reafons to be drawn from political arithmetic,
' that, fince the year 160O; we arc increafed in number of inhabitants
' about 900,000, which could not be, if the plantations were fuch a
' drain of the people, as is injurious to the commonwealth.'
We cannot forget two good ftatules of this fcflion for the benefit of in-

land commerce. The firft was for determining differences by arbitration,
whereby merchants, traders, and others, defiring to end any controverfy
(for which there is no other remedy but by perfonal adion or fuit in
equity) by arbitration, might agree the fubmiflion of their fuit to the
award of any perlbn or perlons, which fiiould be made a rule of any
court of record; by which agreement, fo made and inferred in their
fubmiflion, tlie parties fhould be finally concluded by fuch arbitration.

[9, 10 Gu'. Ill, c. 15.

The other, for the better payment of inland bills of exchange, cnacls,

that all bills of exchange, drawn in England, for L5, or ujnvard, to any
other place in England, 'md payable at a certain number of days, weeks,
or months, after dale, fiiall, after prefentation and acceptance, which ac-

• rrnm Clinng-c-allcy tlic tr;nle in govn r.meiit funds has agai.i removed to a Iniildiiifr, cit-.^cd tiv a
fublVriptiini among the flock-biukcrs, calltJ tlic lloclv-cxcaaii^c: and a gnat pait of it is alio tranfact-

cd in the bank. M,
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ceptance fhall be by under-writing the fame under the party's hand fo
accepting. And after the expiration of three days after the bill fhall
become due, the party to whom the bill is made payable, his fervant,
agent, or affigns, may, and fhall caufe the bill to be protefled by a notary
public, or any other fubflantial perfon ofthe city, town, or place, in the
prefence of two or more credible witnefTes, refufal or negleft being firfl
made of due payment, which protefl fhall be made and written under
a fair-written copy of the faidbill, fignifying, that I, A. B. on the
day of

, at the ufual place of abode of thefaid C. D. have demand-
ed payment of the bill of which this is a copy ; which the faidC. D. did
not pay

: wherefor I the faid A. B. do hereby protefl the faid bill. Dated
at --— this day of . Which proteft fhall, within fourteen days after,
be fent, or otherwife due notice fhall be given thereof, to the party from
whom the bill was received, and who, upon producing fuch proteft fhall
repay the bill, together with interefl and charges : and, on default of
luch proteft, (for which 6ionly (hall be paid) or due notice, the perfon fo
failing fhall be liable to all cofls, damages, and interefl, acruing there-
by

: provided, that if any fuch bill be lofl or mifcarried within the time
limited for payment, the drawer fliall be obliged to give another bill •

the i^erfon to whom it is fent giving fecurity, ifdemanded, to the drawer'
to indemnify him, in cafe the lofl bill fhall be found again To 10'

Gul. lll,c. 17.]
^ '-^'

Private and follacious lotteries were at this time become general not
only m London, but in mofl other great cities and towns of England
whereby the lower people, and the lervants and children of good families'
were defrauded

:
an adl of parliament was therefor pafTtd, for fupprefs-

ing iuch lotteries; even though they might be fet up under colour of
patents or grants under the great feal, fuch grants or patents, againfl thecommon good, welfare, and peace, of the kingdom, being void, and
againit law: and a penalty of L500 was laid on the proprietors of any
lucli lotteries, and of L20 on every adventurer in them, fio 11 Gul
IllyC. 17.]

- •

1 699.—During tire unfettled times of the Eafl-India trade, the old
Ealt-India company's flock, by the management of flock-jobbers, had
in about nine or ten years pafl, been Ibid on the exchange at from qco
per cent down to 37 per cent.

Captain Dampier, in the king's fliip the Roebuck, having failed uponnew diicovcncs, after various adventures found that the eaflermofl part
ot New Guinea did not join to the continent, but was, in fUd, an ifland
wl)ich lie iliercfor called New-Britain.

Complaints being dill loud concerning the wool and woollen mauu-
tattiires of Ireland exported into foreign parts ; and that even thole of
our North-American plantations began to be likewife exported to fo-
reign markets, formerly fupplicd by England; a law was thereupon

Vol. II.
4 U

fc!
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made to prevent the CKportation ofwool out of the kingdoms of Ireland

and England into foreign parts ; and for the encouragement of the
Englifh woollen manufadures. Whereby, I) No wool, nor manufac-
tures of wool, were to be exported from Irdand to any part ofthe world,
but to England, and only to the ports of Biddeford, Barnftaple, Mine-
head, Bridgewater, Briftol, Milfordhaven, Chefter, and Liverpool ; and
only from the Irifh ports of Dublin, Waterford, Youghall, Kingfale,

Cork, and Drogheda, under forfeiture of (hips and cargoes, and alio of
L500 penalty. The like penalties were alfo inflifted onthofe who (hould
carry wool or woollen manufadures * ofthe Englilh plantations in Ame-
rica, by land or water, to any place out of the king's dominions. [10,
II Gul. Ill, c. 10.]

Dr. Gemelli, who returned this year from his fix years travels round
the globe, treating of the Portuguefe conquefts in Eaft India, obferves,

that the remains of thofe conquefts are fo very inconfiderable as fcarce-

ly to defray their own expenfe. At Goa, they have that fmall ifland,

with three or four other inconfiderable ones near it. On the north
coaft, the fortrefles of Daman, Bazaim, and Chaul. In the kingdom of
Guzarat, they have Diu. Near China, the iflands of Timor, Solor, and
the colony of Macao, fubjed to China. In Africa, they have Angola,
Sena, Sofala, Mozambique, and Mombaza; many in number, but of no
great value.

The admiffion to the freedom of the Englifh RufTia company was
made more eafy by an ad [10, 11 Gul. Ill, c. 6] which diredled.that af-

ter lady-day 1699 every fubjed defiring ad million into that fellowlhip

iliould pay no more than L5 for the fame. The commiflioners of the

cuftoms were alio required to lay before both houfes of parliament an-

nual accounts of all naval ilores, imported from Rullla into England.

Though no reafon is afligned for this order, it is more than probable,

that the legiflature had in their thoughts the encouragement of the im-
portation of naval flores from our American plantations.

By another llatute, [famefrjfwn, c. 25] feveral regulations were made
concerning the Newfoundland trade and fifliery : fuch as, its being made
perfedly free for all fubjedls alike to trade thither, and to fifh on its

banks : that the firft fifhing fhip arriving at any of the harbours or

creeks of Newfoundland fhall be deemed admiral there for that feafon

:

the fecond fliip fo arriving fliall be vice-admiral ; and the third fhall

be rear-admiral. Thofe three admirals fhall have power to decide con-

troverfies concerning places or ftations in harbours, ftages, cook-rooms,

&C. there. Moreover, every bye-boat-keeper there (hall carry with him
two frefli men in every fix, viz. one that hath made biu one voyage,

and one that never was at lea before. And every inhabitant Ihall em-

f

'riiij is th'.' lirll nu'Mtioii in the ftiitulc book of woollen manufni'lurrs in the American colonics. j4.



A. IX 1 699* 707

ploy two fiach frefli men for every boat kept by him. Alfo every
mafter of a fifhing (hip fhall carry with him one that never was at fea
before, for every five men he fhall carry. And, for the prefervation of
timber on the ifland of Newfoundland, no perfon fhall rind any of the
trees, nor {hall fet on fire any of the woods, &c.
Though the poft-office revenue of England be not accountable annu-

ally to the parliament, as other branches are, it being properly part of
the private revenue of the crown

; yet (as has been elfewhere obferved)
that revenue being a kind of politico-mercantile pulfe, whereby to judge
ot the increafe or decreafe of the nation's general commerce, we fhall
here therefor obferve, that in a printed letter to a member of parlia-
ment, concerning the debts of the nation, (publifhed in 1701) the net
revenue of the poft-office for the year 1699 is faid to have been
L9o,504 : 10 : 6*.
By D'Ayenant's reports to the commiffioners of accounts, [anno

1 71 2, part 11, p. 71] there was exported from England this year, to all

^'^wu r ' ,.
" L6,788, 1 66

Whereot in our woollen manufadures to the value of 2,932,292

This authentic view of the vaft importance of our woollen manufac-
ture exported highly merits the conftant remembrance of the public
being confiderably above two fifth parts of our whole exports.
The judicious Mr. Wood alfo, in his Survey of trade, \p. 46] tells us

that m theyear 1662 the total exports from England were L2,022 812
Ditto anno 1699, as per D'Avenant . 6,788,166

Vaft increafe of our exports fince 1662 4765.334

Several authors think that the value of all the wool fhorn annually inEngknd may amount to . L2,ooo,Lo
1 he manufaduring whereof is computed to coft - 6,000,000

And that, when raanufudured, its total value is in-
~~"

creafed to - . „
8,000,000

Of which many fince that time think we annually export near one

While the carrefpondei.cc of England pro-
duced a confidcrahle revenue ( which however is here
over.ratcd) to the fovereign, that of Scotland ap-
pears to have been unable to fupport its own ex-
penle. ' I„ ,698, Sir Robert Sinclair of Steven-
Ion had a grant from King William of the whole
revenue oi the polLoirice of Scotland, with a pen-
lion oi L,oo a-year, to keep up the poll. Sir Ro-

bert after deliberation, gave up the grant, as
thnik>ng ,t difadvantageous.' The revenue

ariling to government from the portages of Scot-
land loon became conliderable. In our own time^
It has been very great ; and of late years it has in-
creafed prodigioufly. Sec Mr. Creech's letter in
the ittalijUcal account of Scotland, F. vi,/. 586. M.

4U2
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half ; more efpecially fince the late increafed demand from our own
American plantations *.

1 700.—The king of France at this time eredted a new council of
commerce, confiftingof his principal minifters of ftate and finances, and
of twelve of the principal merchants of his kingdom, viz. two of Paris,
and ten from the cities of Rouen, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Marfeilie, Rochelle,
Nantes, St. Malo, Lifle, Bayonne, and Dunkirk ; to meet at lead once
in every week, for treating of all commercial matters, as well by land
as by fea, at home and beyond fea: to receive propofals, fchemes, peti-
tions, &c, and to determine commercial controverfies : aifo to encourage
works, manufadures, &c. The twelve merchants to be annually eleded
by the magiftrates of the cities

From the very firft eredion of this famous new council, or board of
commerce, we have good ground to date the great and almoft furprif-

ing increafe of the commerce, woollen manufadure, mercantile dip-
ping, and foreign colonies, of France.
The wear of Indian wrought filks, fluffs, and calicoes, was become fo

univerfal in England at this time, and the complaints thereof fo loud,
that it was now thought high time to remedy fo great an evil. The
preamble to the ftatute obferves, that the continuance of the trade to

the Eaft-Indies, in the fame manner and proportions as it hath been for
two years laft part, muft inevitably be to the great detriment of the
kingdom, by exhaufting the treafure thereof, melting down the coin,
and taking away the labour of the people, whereby very many of the
manufadurers of this nation are become exceflively burdenfome and
chargeable to their reipedive pariflies, and others are thereby compelled
to feek for employment in foreign parts. This grievance was greatly

heightened by the double importations by two Eaft-India companies,
which raifed a great clamour in Spitalfields, Norwich, Canterbury, Co-
ventry, &c. whereby alfo a double quantity of filver was exported to

India.

A llatute was therefor parted for more efFedually employing the poor,

by encouraging the manufadures of this kingdom, enading, that from
michaelmas 1701 all wrought filks. Bengals, and fluffs, mi,\ed with
filk or herba, of the manufadure of Perfia, China, or Eaft-India ; and
alfo all calicoes, printed, painted, dyed, or ftained, there, fhould be lock-

ed up in warehoufes appointed by the commiffioners of the cuftoms, till

re-exported ; fo as none of the faid goods fhould be worn or uied, in

either apparel or furniture, in England, on forfeiture thereof, and alio

* I'lom a paper in the Ph'ilnf.fhual Iranfadions,

Tf, yixi, />. 230] itappL..rs that a vefitl which wai

thought ' a lartje rtiij',' v>as hiiilt at Invcrnefs fur

the fer\ice (>f Venice. Tlic wiitir dcCi not fay,

when flic was built ; but tlit paper is dated 1691; ;

»:.'d frotn Fletcher of Saltoun's I'ccond difcourfc

concerning the affairs of Scotland, written in tie

ye?r l(jy8, llic Scots and the Venetian* feem to

have been then on fiieiidly tetms. In the thir-

tecntli century a French nobleman had a (!iip

built at Invernefs, whicli for her bulk wa«elleeired

wonderful. [Af. fjnV,/. 771, C(/. 1640.] AT.
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of L200 penalty on the perfon having, or felling, any of them. Fir
12 Gul. Ill, c. 10.]

This wholefome law greatly revived the drooping fpirits of our own
lilk and ftufF manufadturers.
By another ftatute of this feflion [c. 11] for making the laws more

ettedtual againit the importation of foreign hone-lace, needle-work &c
they were agam to be re-admitted three months after the prohibition of
the Enghfh woollen manufadures in Flanders fhould be taken off. The
prohibition of our woollen manufadures in Flanders, which was found
very detrimental to us, was occafioned by our prohibition of their lace
&c. wherefor we were now obliged to repeal that law, in order that our
woollen manufadures might be re-admitted into Flanders.
The ftates of the United Netherlands, and the proteftant princes of

Germany, now adopted the new ftile in all their deeds, ads, &c.An ad was palTed [11,12 Gnl, III, c. 20} whereby our own woollen
manufadures, corn, and grain, of all kinds, as alfo meal, malt, pulfe
and bread, were exempted from paying any duty on exportation

JVc "[l?»th of November 1700 King Charles II of Spain departed
this lite. The French king had managed that weak prince's will abfo-
lutely m favour of his grandfon the duke of Anjou, and thereupon feiz-
ed on the entire Spanifh monarchy, without regarding the laft p-irtition
treaty. Hereby the greateft part of Europe was juftly alar i, and
moft efpecially the emperor, England, and lolland. By L. ^.'s feiz-mg on Milan, and other imperial fiefs in Italy, the emperor and empire
were nearly concerned. By his feizing on the Spanilh Netherlands theDutch were deprived of a b.rrier againft France. And by his poiTef-

fr^ ^''''^^^^'^'.^^'^ England's and Holland's great commerce in
the Mediterranean lay much at his mercy, as did alfo their Weft-India
commerce, by his difpatching fliips of war to take pofleflion of the
bpanifh dominions in America. Yet both England and Holland found
.nenifelyes obliged lo tar to temporize, as at firft to recognize his grand-ion tor king of Spam, being as yet in no condition to oppofe his title
or openly to favour, what was more for their intereft, the claim of thehoule of Auftna to the Spanilh monarchy. This grand event occafionedmuch terror in England, and the prices of the national funds and pub-he flocks were fo deeply affeded thereby, as to fink fo low as co per
cent^ whereby great diftrefs entued to many ; and, on the other hand
It afforded great advantages to the monied men. Therebv allb the cre-
dit of the bank of England was much fiiaken for a time

'

ru , Jrf x^c"^
William concluded a defenfive treaty with King

Skip'rl K ,r''''^r\ ^' ^^P""''-
ftiP"l^ti"g. in fubflance, not xo

fhelter the rebellious fubjeds of each other : to aflift each othe^, when

dther n ;r^'" 1 ?° f^^^ ^""^ ^"^^^^'"^
= ^"^ ^^at, neverthelefs.

either party might lawfully carry on commerce with the countrv with.

5-!
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which the other might be at war, and againfl whom the faid auxiUary

forces may have been fent.

1 70 1—There were two particular points in the adl for fettUng the

Eaft-India trade, which proved extremely embarrafling, viz.

The leave given to all corporations (the bank of England excepted)

to fubfcribe in their corporate capacity ; whereby the old Eaft-India

company got into the new one in the manner already related : and the

infertion of the words, ' or any', after the word * all', in the claufe giv-

ing the king a power to incorporate the contributors into a joint-ftock

company, which left room for fome of the contributors of the general

fociety (as proved actually the cafe) to decline coming into the new
joint-ftock company, and inftead thereof, to go on as ieparate traders to

India.

Both thofe difficulties might eafily have been prevented, efpecially

the firft, feeing an equivalent might have been afligned to the old com-
pany for their forts, privileges, &c. and the feparate traders might alio

have been bought off, they amounting only to hy,200 principal, with

their annual fund of L576 at 8 per cent, who chofe, by virtue of that

ad, to trade folely and feparately : whereby the capital ftock of the

new corporation was in fad but Lj ,992,800, and their annual fimd but

Li 59,424. Thefe feparate traders afterwards gave much trouble to the

new company, till by a law of the next reign an end was put to them,

and both companies confolidated into the prefent united company of

merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies.

This year the conteft between the two Eaft-India companies became
exceedingly hot, it being about the time that a new parliament was to

take place ; and both companies ftrove to gain the court, as well as the

new members oi the houfe of commons. The fpirit of this time may
in Tome meafure be feen, by many warm pamphlets then publiftied;

iuch as, ' the Freeholders plea againft ftock-jobbing of eledions of par-

' liament-men, quarto, 1701 :' ' the Villainy of ftock-jobbers deteded,
' &c. quarto, 1701 ;' and many more. And at the two coffeehoufes

near the Royal exchange, which ftill retain the names of Garraway's and

Jonathan's, affltirs were in thofe pamphlets made fo important, as to be

faid then to prepare and dircd the greateft bufinels of the nation. The

two companies were ac this time reckoned to have no fewer than 60

fliips at fea ; and grea vas the emulation at their public fales. Thefe

confiderations made the government fee the abfolute neceftity of com-

pofing their fierce contentions by a coalition, which was at length com-

plied with, though not formally concluded in King William's reign.

We may now fee, how great a progrefs the French council of com-

merce had made, in about one year after their eftabliftiment, in the

knowlege of the true commercial interefts of France. And as it will

•dilplay their great judgement, zeal, and diligence for the improvement
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of their conmerce and colonies, it will, at the fame time, afford us very
ufeful and interefting hints and notices, for putting us on our guard
againft the growing commerce of fo adWve ami enterprifing a people.

' They juftly remark, that the commerce to Guinea has fo clofe a re-
' lation to that of their Weft-India ifles, that the later cannot fubfift
* without the former.

' By thofe trades we have deprived our competitors in traffic, of the
• great profits they drew from us *. And we may put ourfelves into a
' condition, by their example, to draw profit in our turn from them

;

* and efpecially from the Englifti.

* That we may increafe thofe trades confiderably, feeing that nat-on,'
(i. e. England) ' in their iflands, with lefs advantage than we, and in
' territories of lefs extent, as well as in much lefs time, have found
' means to employ annually above 500 fail of (hips, whilft we fcarcely
' employ 100 in the fame trade.

' Every one is fenfible of the benefits of navigation ; and that the
• happinefs and glory of a ftate very much depend on it. No one is ig-
' norant, that the navigation of France owes all its increafe and fplen-
' dour to the commerce of its iflands, and that it cannot be kept up
' nor enlarged otherwife than by this commerce, which is more bene-
' ficial than all others of the long voyages which are driven by the
' French ; becaufe carried on without the exportation of money, as well
' as without the aid of foreign goods and manufactures ; fo as non«
' but the fubjedb of France reap the profits of it f

.'

Next follows a brief reprefeutation of the prefentftate of the French
American iflands, viz.

' I. The fmall ifland, with the terra firma, of Cayenne' (on the coaft
of Guiana) ' comes firft in view. Its coaft is about 60 leagues in ex-
' tent ; though not above 12 are inhabited : its foil is very good, and
* its fugars near equal to the white fugars of Brafil ; it has not above
* 600 white people, and about 2000 negroes ; fo that this large trad of
• land is almoft uninhabited. And being fituated nearly in the parallel
' of the Moluccos, where the fine fpices grow, it is believed it might be
' eafy to cultivate them there, and thereby fave the purchafing of them
' from the Dutch : the rather, in that the Portuguefe on this fide of
' the river of Amazons, in a fituation more diftant from the equinottial
' line, have cinnamon |.'

' 2. Granada is about 25 leagues in circuit. Its white inhabitants
• about 200, and negroes 600 : produces fugar, excellent indigo, cotton,.

* Meaning our fugar, lotton, and ginger
(radf. ^7.

f Tlicgrcit liiKii iiiaiuifadiirc of Fiance en-

abled then . > ni.ike this uniaik. It Is to be
hcpid thai the inanvifa^lnrt s of Britain and Ire.

I

land will fi)on be ftifficient to fupply the afTortments
of linen-diapcry for onr Well-India illands. y4.

t That ciiinainon Is a bailard kind, and worth
vt-rv little. >f/.
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&c. Its foil is good ; and the colony might be confiderably augment-
ed.'

' 3. Martinique is the principal colony : about 60 leagues in circuit;
has a good foil, abounding in fugar and cacao, with fome indigo, cot-
ton, &c. It had formerly 3500 men bearing arms, and 16,000 ne-
groes. It has three good harbours, fundry good roads for (hipping,
and two fmall unwalled towns, with a good fort at Cul-de-fac-royal.'
* 4. Guadaloupe has a pretty good foil, producing fine fugar, cotton,
and ginger. It is not peopled; though it had formerly 1500 men
bearing arms, and 8000 negroes.'
• 5. Marigalante has a pretty good foil, which produces fugar, indigo,
cotton, and ginger. It was taken in the laft war by the Englifh, who
afterwards abandoned it ; though it has not been able to recover itfelf,

having but three or four fugar plantations as yet.'
' 6. Santa-Cruz had formerly 600 men bearing arms, and many fu-
gar plantations. It was abandoned laft war, becaufe difficult to be
kept ; and its inhabitants tranfported to St. Domingo. Yet this is a
very good iiland, producing fugar, indigo, and cotton ; has a good
and fafe harbour, and a very good bafon for careening fliips.'

' 7. The laft colony of St. Domingo, or Hifpaniola ; about 500
leagues in circuit. The one half of it is poflefled by France, from
Cape Francois to the ifle of Vaches, and the Spaniards have the other
half. At Gape Francois there is a good port, 900 men bearing arms,
and 2000 negroes. The diftrid of Leogane is confiderable : it is the
feat of the French governor and fovereign courts : it has 2000 men
bearing arms, and 15,000 negroes. Petit-guaves has a good port;
has 600 whites, and 2000 negroes. There are fome other ifles, as Les
Saintes, St. Martin, and St. Bartholomew ; but of very little import-
ance, and almoft uninhabited.'

After refledions on thofe iflands being badly conduced by a com-
pany, and of the felfilhnefs, &c. of exclufive companies in general, they
add, ' it is not the Canada company's fault too, that that colony is not
' entirely ruined. It is' (fay they) ' a moft certain maxim, that m-
' th'in^ but cumpetition and liberty in trade can render commerce benef-
' cial to the Jlate ; and that all monopolies or traffic, appropriated to com-
' panics exclufive of others, are inconceivably bnrdenfome and pernicious
' to itC Next they condemn the ' Guinea company, as enhancing
' the price of negroes. And that, in time of war, (like the dog in the
' manger) they would neither carry negroes from Guinea themfelves,
' nor fuftcr others fo to do, being poflefled of exclufive powers : that
' the many prizes, taken in the laft war from the Englifii, have Ihewn
' to France how rich and ufeful that commerce is. Wherefor they
' advife the abolition of all companies. Alto to lower the duty on fu-

' gar, and permit French ftiips to carry that commodity to foreign
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^

ports diredUy. About forty years ago' (i. e. about the year 1661) ' the

^
French were httle verfed in commerce and navigation : it was there-

.

«>r then thought neceflary to form companies, to engage them to

^

Itrike out tracks of commerce for the king's fubjedls, which then wereunknown to them. Yet fuch exclufive grants ought only to be for -ihmued number of years *.' They go on to inveigh againft fuch
exclufive grants; as, ' ift, that to the port of Marfeille, for the

lole trade to the Levant ; zdly, the Eaft-India company j ,dly
^
the prohibiting of foreign raw filk to be carried to Nifraes, Tours'

^

Fans, &c till It had pafled through Lyons ; thereby tending only tomake it dearer
;
4thly, divers farms of certain merchandize in trade

etc. deftruetive to the freedom of commerce.'
In treating of France's trade to Spain, we learn the vaft quantitv ofmerchandize of all kinds then carried thither. Concerning which coun-

try they truely remark, ' that the Spaniards, who have within them-
^

elves wool, filk. ml wine, with an excellent foil, producing many
^

things proper for the fuftenance of life, and for the eftabliftment of
^

noble manufiaures, and are in no want of good ports, both in the
^

Ocean and Mediterranean, do, neverthelefs, negled all thofe advan-
^

tages
;
whence it follows, that they ftand in need of the afliftance of

^

all other nations, who thereby exhauft them of their gold and filver

^
and fetch away their raw materials for their oxvn manufadures. as the

. rZ-\ A°
Valencia, Granada, Murcia, &c. to France ; the wool of

^

<^a tile Arragon, Navarre, Leon, &c. to England. Holland, France
^

and Italy, for the very manufadures with which they afterward fun-'

^

ply Spam. That m return for the French manufadures, &c. fhipped
tor Cadiz, and thence in the galleons to Peru and Mexico, they have

^

cochineal, indigo Vigonia wool, hides. &c. and. in peaceable times
^

over and above, before the laft wars, they received in money a ba^lance of eighteen or twenty millions of livres, and by the floras feven
^

oi- eight millions more. But for fome years part, fince the EnglifliDutch. Hamburghcrs, and others, have imitated fome of our manu-
tadliires. it is certain that our returns' (i. e. the balance in France'sfavour) are reduce to a fmall matter. They wi Hi his Catholic ma!
jefty would lay afide entirely the SpaniHi garb, and introduce French

^

fafluons. and abolifh the uie of Englilh bays, ^0 much worn in his do-minions both in Europe and America, &c. for the benefit of France '

In fpeaking ot the French Levant trade, they fay, ' that the Englifli

^

carry on that trade to much more advantage than the French, their

^

wool en cloths being better and cheaper. The Engliih alfo carry tohe Levant, lead, pewter copperas, and logwood, which are goodsthey are matters of, together with a great deal of pepper; and thu

Vol II.

S<-veral fuch arc, however, in .orce m France to this day. ^
4X
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they may not drain their country of its gold and filvcr, they alfo take
in dry fi(h of their own catching, fugar of their own colonics, and
other goods of their own produd, which they fell on the coafts of
Portugal, Spain, and Italy, for pieces of eight, which they carry to

the Levant, to make up a ftock fufficient for purchafing their home-
ward cargoes. Upon this plan, it would be more advantageous for
France to permit her ports on the Ocean to carry on this trade dired-
ly to the Levant, without being obliged, ever fince the year 1669, ^^

unload at Marieille on their return, on the pretence of preventing
their bringing in the plague, which has obliged them to relinquifh that

trade entirely. And by the edid of 1685, 20 per cent was laid on all

Levant merchandize imported, for preventing the weftern ports from
being fupplied therewith, as they beft)re had been, from England and
Holland. Thus Marfeille alone thrives in this commerce, though by
its being a free port, by its nearer fituation to the Levant, and by a
fettled correfpondence there, it would always have advantages enough
over the ports of the Ocean, without the diftafteful and impolitically

exclufive trade.'

To this the deputy from Marfeille replied, ift, ' the towns on the
Ocean can neither in themfelves, nor in their neighbourhooj, find

confumption for divers grofs merchandize which the Marfeille ihips

are obliged to take in for making up their lading. 2dly, the duty of
20 per cent was laid for preventing the Englilh and Dutch Levant
goods from being run into France by the ports of Dunkirk and Rouen.
3dly, Marfeille has within itfelf and the neighbouring provinces all

kinds of manufadures and aflbrtments proper for the Levant trade,

&c. To this the deputies from the ports on the Ocean replied, by de*

nying moft of the allegations of Marfeille.' And fo the difpute end-
ed for that time. We have too much ground to lament the great in-

creafe of France's Levant commerce, and ihe decreafe of our Turkey
company's commerce fince that council's memorial.

This new board further reprefented to the king's council, (after de-

claring, that it was in no derogation from nobility, (' noblefle') * to be
a wholefale merchant, though not a retailer ; and that gentlemen who
are merchants Ihould for the future in all afifemblies precede other

merchants) ' that the appellation of merchant being too general and
* extenfive f , it is neceflary to fettle a diftindion ; and that thofe who
' trade by wholefale by fea or land be named negociants, and that re-

* tailers only be called merchants ; and no retailer to take the name of

• NoUejUi in France includes not only thofe whom we call noblemen, but alfo the gentry. /I.

f Marchand, unlefs the fenfe be now narrowed by this new dillindion, comprehends all dealers,

from the highcil to the lowell, e. g. marchand negociant, a merchant ; manhand drapier, a woollen-

draper ; marchand d^ocufi, a higgler of eggs. A,
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negociant under a pecuniary penalty, and a like penalty on mechanics
(tiling themfelves merchants.'
That board farther proipofed, * to take off the duty of 50 fols per
ton from the (hipping of the northern crowns, in order to allure them
to trade with France, on as advantageous a footing as the Dutch do,
who had that duty remitted by the peace of Ryfwick. That the prin-
cipal end for laying on that duty, was to confine the coafting naviga-
tion to French (hipping alone, which had before been wholely ciwried
on by foreign bottoms, much to the prejudice of France. But as it

alfo afFeded the voyages of the Englifh and Dutch to France, thoic
two nations were obliged to lay a like duty on French (hips coming
into their ports.

' It was very provident in the Dutch to obtain the remifTion of that
duty, feeing by the French cuftom-houfe books it appeared that the
Dutch had poflefTion of ulmoft all the commerce from France to
thofe northern nations : that duty, before the Dutch were exempted,
yielding 700,000 livres yearly, but now only 100,000, That the mo-
derate duties in Holland give the Dutch conliderable advantages, as
does alfo their good hu(bandry in their navigation, fcarcely imitable
by any other nation. Thereby do they retain navigation and trade
to themfelves, and get into their hands the efFeds of other nations
felling them again to great profit. By fuch methods they have made
their provinces the ftorehoule of Europe, from whence other nations
are obliged to furnifii themfelves. In brief, the Dutch having thus
made themfelves matters of the inland trade of France, by the help
of the refugees, and by commilfions from the new converts *, and
4he fadors they have in all our ports, they there Cell goods cheaper
than even the wholefale merchants of France can do, and are enabled
to fupply the French retailers as well as the northern nations, with af-
fortments of goods. So that while this is the cafe, no wholefale bufi-
nefs can be managed by the French, nor any great commerce car-
ried on (li redly between the French and the northern nations.
' For all which reafons this board propofes to fupprefs the duty of
50 fols per ton.

' Or elfe to prevent the entrance into France of all commodities of
the north, which Ihall have been before landed in any other country,
and Ihall not be brought hither diredly from the place of their growth
or manufac"lure. To this the deputies from Nantes replied, that the
Dutch trade to the Baltic was lb well fettled, that they will ever go-
vern the prices of all merchandize going to, or coming from, the
north. Becaufe, carrying thither their own manufadures and mer-
chandize, and efpeeially their fpices, of which the northern people

• Til
; proteftatils of l":ansc who //-o/^yj the cvtl.ulic religion. ./.

4X2
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• are very fond, they can afTord to take off the com, timber, iron, cop-

I

per, flax, hemp, &c. of the north at high rates, and yet they are gc-

I

nerally cheaper at Amfterdam than in the places they were brought
' froni, becuufe of the great gains they (the Amfterdammers) make
' by the aflbrtments they carry to the north. And the Dutch com-
• merce to Portugal is hkewife on the fame footing. For thefc and fucii
' reafons,' faid the Nantois, • we fear we cannot depend on being re-
• gularly fupplied with every thing diredly from the north. The Dutch,
' moreover, take off very great quantities of our wines and brandies
• which they brew, mix, and fit, to the tafte of the nortlicrn people!
' Thefe reflexions apply not only to Holland, but alfo to Hamburgh,
• which city is likewile a ftaple or ftorthoufe for all the trade of the

I

north, and is ufually very helpful to us in taking off our commodities,
' and in fupplying us with what we want. Another powerful reaibn
• is, the frequent alteration of ou¥ coin, which abfolutely prevents fo-
• reigners from fending us their (hips and merchandize *.'

The other deputies replied, ' that it was olain, thofe of Nantes own-
• ed the evils which the board complained of, particularly that the re-

tailers in France carry on a difadvantageous trade with the Dutch
;

• and that it is certainly more fure and more profitable for us to fell
' our goods at home, than to carry them to the northern people to fell.

In the fir ft cafe, it is we who give the law ; in the other, we receive
• it. No merchant is ignorant of the effeds of this difference, the one
' being ever profitable, the other very uncertain and often very perni-
' cious, and the common fource of bankruptcies.' They add a little

further
:

' we have heretofore feen 5000 foreign (hips come into the
• kingdom to take them off, but our being deprived of trade with the

Englifti, and our duty of 50 fols per ton, have interrupted this great
' commerce f .' In farther anfwer to thofe of Nantes, the council ' dif-
• allows, that corn and other commodities of the north are fold cheaper
' in Holland than in the places from whence they are fetched. ' For,'
fay they, ' this never happens, but when the quantities imported into
• Holland are fo large that they exceed the confumption or demand for
' them : in this therefor,' fay they, ' there is nothing extraordinary,
' being the cafe everywhere elfe. As they plead only for having the
' northern goods brought in alone, and diredtly from the places of their
• growth and manufadure, without being firft landed in any other
• country, they cannot believe that the Dutch will, on France's mak-
• ing fuch a regulation, fuffer above 4000 ftiips, which they employ

• Tl»e blind policy of altering the national fenfible of the value of the carrying trade. Bat it

currency has often been ruinous to France, which muft be acknowleged that their argumciit.s apply
ought to be a ItfTon to other nations to guard with greater force to perifhablc goods (and fuch
againU it with the II. ic>ell vigilance. See l.e Blanc moll of the French commodities are) than to thofe
far /ii^monoytj Fnmcnifet. M. wjiich cau wait a reafonable tioie for a nmrkit. A.

f 1 his new board of tiade were not fuificicntly i
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between France and the northern nations, to lie rotting in their ports

:

but rather than not be employed, will let them fetch the northern
merchandize diredly from thence into the ports of France, as now
propofed.'

Befides the faid objedions of the deputy of Nantes, he of Marfeille
urged, ' that the voyage from Dantzick, or even from Copenhagen, to

Marfeille, is too long for a fliip to go and come with certainty in one
feafon, conlldering the ice and the long nights : and that 'therefor
th.cre is no avoiding the uCe of entreports,' (i. e. middle-way or half-

way ports) ' for the trade of Marfeille *.'

The deputy from Bayonnc objeded, ' that their commerce with their
neighbours of Spain could not be continued in competition with the
Dutch, had they not the liberty of fupplying themfelves from entre-
ports at feafonable times, as they have occafion, with wax, cacao-
nuts, &c.'

The deputy of Nantes, inter alin, farther replied, ' that it was to be
feared this novelty may confirm the EngliHi in their obflinacy of con-
tinuing their high exclufive duties on French goods ; and that while
that commerce fubfifled with England,' (for at this time the near ap-

proach ot a war interrupted it), ' we conftantly furnifhed them with
• the merchandize of Fiance, to the value of many millions more than
we confumed of theirs. He alfo farther urged againft this propoied
regulation the confideration, that the produ^ions of France are al-
moft all perifhable, and that therefor we cannot be too circumfpeft in
cultivating a good underftanding with foreign nations, which furely is
not to be done by prefcribing laws to them,'
The board jullly inveigh againft the pradlice of their grand monarch
ot granting monopolies or farms to particular perlons, to be the fole
venders ot certain commodities, as being moft ruinous to trade.
'As, I) lead from England, which fupplied their own wants and
with which France alfo fupplied Spain, Portugal, Italy, Swiczerh' d
the Levant, and the French Wefl-Indies, granted Tolely, a:, to Ih t'
to one perfon.

'

' II) The fole making, furnilhing, and diftributing, of faltpetr^ and
gunpowder. *

' I") Other monopolifts for provifions, &c. Thefe make ihemfelves
matters of all the good branches of trade, by means of their privi-
leges, to the great prejudice of the public. And we are of opinion
that It IS for the good of the ftate to fupprefs them all : and to lay
open thofe branches of trade, whereby our navigation will incieafe
and the king will receive much more duties than thofe he gets by the
monopolies.*

-„!rJ''! ^'"l
of a /<'«^ voyage from the north to the fouth parts of Europe contril.uted m a .rrcatmcafure tg make Antwerp ,n Srrr.er times the general magazine of Europe. \l.

^
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Tluis this othcrwile-lagacious monarch, for the lake of an imniediate
lum advanced by the monopoUfts and fixrmers, occafioned incredible
hurt to many thoufands of famihes, and the real lofs of much com-
merce to his kingdom: which practice he neverthelefs continued to the
end of his life. The remainder of the memorial relates to the regula-
tion of their coin, and reducing the proportion of filver to gold to
the fame ftandard as in England and Holland :

' whereas in France it

approaches too near to that in Spain ; which country, being the fource
of filver, does not trouble itfelf to ufe any arts to draw our coin
thither

; befides that the Spaniards are always our debtors on account
' of the trade to the Weft-Indies.'

The proportions are,

I) In England and Holland, 14I} ; or near 15 marks of filver buys
' a mark of gold.

' IT) In Spain, 16^ ditto,

' III) In France, 15 ,VV' "''
^'^O'

^'^^'•^^' ifi-'
Againft raifing the nominal value of their filver coin higher than is

contained in its intrinlic quantity of pure bullion, this board's reafon-
ings correfponded exactly with thole of our great Locke about feven
years before. Upon the whole, their reprefentations to the royal coun-
cil are fo full of hifiorlcal matter, not only for the commerce of France,
but of England, Holland, Spain, Portugal, &c. that we could not ex-
cufe ourielves from giving a complete, though compendious, account of
fo ufeful and entertaining a lubjed.

We fliall here only farther remark, that, had the French afterwards
ftriaiy purfued all that is therein lb judicioully laid down, they might
have been much 'more confiderable in commerce than they are even
now. But to this very day they have continued many monopolies and
exclufive grants, which the other commercial countries of Europe have
no reafon to tind fault with ; and their court has alfo frequently, and
fometimes lliamefully, varied and enhanced the nominal value of their
coin beyond its intrinfic value, to ferve temporary expedients, though
to the general prejudice of their people.

On the J 2th of June lyoi was palled the ever-memorable act of the
Englifli parliament [12 Gul. Ill, c. 2] for the farther limitation of the
crown, and better fecuring the rights and liberties of the liibjed ; where-
by the proteftant fucccillon in the illuftrious lioufe of Flanover, now on
the throne, was mod: happily eflablili.td.

On the i6lh of September [N. S.] in this fame year, 1701, King
Jami.s II died at St. Germain in France ; and thereupon the Frencl:
king having declared his Ion king of the Britiih realms, Eord Manehel-
ter, the Englilh ambailiidor, was inflantly recalled from France, and the
French ambafl^idor was ordered fortlv.Mth tu depart tlie realm. Both
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fides therefor prepared for war, though not formally declared till after
King William's death.

The great eledor of Brandenburgh and duke of Pruflia, (Frederick
William) for his fervices and attachment to the common interefts of
the German empire, and of the grand alliance jufl formed againft France,
the common enemy of the liberties of Europe, was, by the intereft of
his kinfman King William ofEngland, recognized by moft of the princes
and ftates in Europe as king of Pruflia in this year 1701 ; his large do-
minions and revenues very well fuiting the high dignity he now af-
fumed.
From a monthly Politic^il flate of Great Britain for November 1721,

we have the value of all the merchandize imj orted from, and exported
to, the following countries of the north, from michaelmas 1697, after
the peace of Ryfwick, to chriflmas 1701, being yearly upon an average
as follows, viz.

Imported from
Denmark and Norway, Ly6,2i5
Eaft country, 181,296
RulTia, 112,252
Sweden, 212,094

Exported to

L39.S43
140,89.3

5B,884

57'55^

Annual lofs.

1.36,672

31.403

53,368

154,539

Total annual lofs to England on an average, L275,982 *

On the 7th of September 1701, the grand alliance of the emperor
Leopold, William king of Great Britain, and the ftates-general of the
United Netherlands, was concluded againft France, for recovering the
Spanifli monarchy to the houfe of Auftria, and for the fecurity of Eng-
land and Holland, and of the Hanover fuccefllon to the crown of Great
Britain, as well as for a fafe barrier to the United Netherlands : and
thus all things were prepared for war prior to the death of King Wil-
liam f

.

1702.—-King William died on the 8th of March (new flile) 1702, and"

* Till! account will in fome meaQiic be cor-
hnncd by comparing it witli another from tlie fame
anliiur in llu- year 1716. y^.

t From tlic returns to the circular letters of the
coinmifrioners of the culloms it appears, that in

January 1701-2 there belonged to all the porta of
England ^zSr vcllels, mealuring (or rather etti-

mated at) 261,222 tons, and carrying 27,196 men
and 5660 guns. Of thefe there belonged to

Hull,

Whitby,
Liveipool,

Scai'jurgh,

VctfeU. Tons.

"5 7.5<5+
110 8,292
102 8/, 19
100 6,860

Men.

187

57«
1,101

606

London,
Driftol,

Varmoutl
Exeter,

Vcffels. Tons. Men.
560 84,8^:2 10,065
.r,y '7.3.^!< 2'i59
»43 9.9 '4 668
121 -,10- 978

None of the other ports had ico veflels ; but
Newcallle had 63 veffels meafiiring ii.oco tons,
and Ipfwich had 39 mcafuring 11,170, being on
an a/erairc 271 tons, if, indeed, there be no mif-
take in ilie number. Of the Mull vcllels 8;) were
at this time laid up, which accounts for the fnu'l
number of men in that port. It is worth while to
obferve that the fi/hins tuwi. of Yarmouth was the
thiid in England in the number of vcllels. M.
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was fucceeded by his fifter-in-law Anne, the daughter of the abdicated
king.

D'Avenant [in his IJJay on loans, 1700] obfervcs, that, ' when upon
* the revolution the parHament fell mofl: willingly into the war, as a
' thing the enemy, by efpoufing King James's intereft, made abfolute-
' ly neceflary, ihe firft branch of our expenfe was carried on in the
' common road of levying taxes, and the money required for every
' year's expenfe was raifed and paid within the year. The nation was.
' rich, trade prodigioufly great, paper-credii run high, and the gold-
* fmiths in Lombard ftrect, &c. commanded immenfe fums. Antici-
' pations were indeed in pradice ; they had been fo of old ; and bor-
' rowing claufcs were added to the bills of aid ; but thefe lafted but a
' few months : the money came in of courfe, and they were paid off in
' their turn. Land-taxes, polls, additional duties of cuftoms, excifes,
' and the like, were the ways and means by which thefe things were
' done. The year generally fupported its own demands. All the loans
' were fuppofed to be temporary, and to end with the coUedion.'
Happy had it been for poflerity had miniflers gone on to King Wil-

liam's death in the manner thus defcribed in the former part of his

reign ; or had Queen Anne's minifters refolutely determined that King
William's debt, which was above fourteen millions, fliould on no pre-

tence be increafed, the nation could vyith great eafe have born fo mo-
derate a Ijurden. But the minifters of every fucceeding reign going on
to accumulate the public burdens, is truely a very fad profped, and mofl-

grievoufly afteds the commerce, manufadures, and navigation, of the

nation, and alfo the landed intereft; which melancholy confideration

will, we hope, fufficiently juftify our prefent brief animadverfion there-

on.

On the 4ih of May Oucen Anne declared war againft the French
king, not only on account of his fcizing on the Spanifli monarchy, as

before mentioned, but ' for the great attront and indignity' (fays the

queen) ' offered to \is and our kingdoms, in taking u[X)n him to de-
' clarc the pretended jM'incc of Whales king of our rcahns.'

The ftates-general's declaration of war fets forth, in fubftance, that

Louis had long llnce call his eyes on their provinces, and had twice at-

tacked their republic (i. e. in the years 1672 and i68b) by moft unjiift

war, in order to make his way to univerfal monarchy. That fo far w;is

lie from dufigning to obferve the treaty of Rylwick, that he thereby

folely aimed at lulling the allies alleep, and particularly to ruin the

commerce of the Dutch ; fnic' that ueaty vvas fcarccly ratified, before

he began manifeftly to encroach on ilitir trade, which is the great linew

of their ftate, by openly refufing the tarif proinifed by that treaty.

This year an attempt was made by the Englifli from C^arolini againft

St. Auguftinc, the capital of ISpanilh i'lorida ; but thoujdi they took
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and held the town for a whole month, they were not able to take the
caftle for want of mortars (which they ought to have duely confiderecl
beforehand); they were therefor forced to withdraw on the arrival oftwo Spanifh men of war, and to abandon their fhins, ammunition &c
to the enemy. '

The land-proprietors of Eaft and Weft New-Terfey in Endifh AmPnca who had purchafed of the firft proprietors. Lt readily finding pTir-chafers of under-fhares thereof, and being Iikewi?e at variance amoLft
themfelves, they agreed to furrender into Queen Anne's hands both the
charters for thofe two governments, referving their particular rights and
properties of the lands and fettlements therein whereupon thLueeu
confohdated the two provmces into one, and appointed Lord Cornburv
to be the firft royal governor. This colony of New-Terfey has finceprofpered very well, and has b n extremely ufeful in fupplying our fu!gar colonies with provifions, lumber. &c. Its two beft Towns are Bur-ington and Ehzabeth-town

; but that of Perth-Amboy is reckoned tohave the beft harbour, and to be moft commodious in point of fitua-

We have feen under the preceding year the indifpenfable neceflity
there was for umting the old and the new Engli(h Eaft-India compa-
nies even it it had been for no other reafon but for the fake of Thepublic tranquillity. This coalition was made on the 2 2d of Tuly 1702by an indenture tripartite between the queen and the two companies'm lubftance as follows, viz. ' *

CI#- 1

Tlie^old company, being poflefled (in the late fubfcription)
"'^ *

And the new company of - .

'

.

'
1^66^'°^°

And the feparate traders (now difcovered to amount' to the
^

'
^
'°°°

lum) ot - _ .
23,000

L2,000,000
Making in all the fubfcription for

T) Tt was now agreed by both companies, that the old company fiiould

I-caving the like fum for the new company, viz. - nSR'cnnAnd the feparate traders, as above, have ' - . ^f,'^°°

L2,000,000

II) That the whole trade to India (hould be carried on for the fiiduvo united ftocks tor leven >ears, for the benefit of all the member ofthe new or Enghlh company
; the laid old company to have a right and

II
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power, equal to all the reft of the members, in the management of the
trade during the faid leven years, but to keep their ftock in their poli-
tic or corporate capacity for the faid term, without transferring it to
their particular members.

III) The old company's dead flock (viz. forts, fadorics, buildings,
&c.) being val; ed at L33o,ooo, and that of the new company but at
Lyo.ooo, the new one (hall therefor pay Li 30,000 to the old one, to
make up Laoo.ooo for their moiety of the whole dead flock, being
now 1.400,000, intended to be a new additional flock on the joint bot-
tom.

IV) But the old comjjany, during the faid feven years, fliall have the
ufe of their dead flock at home, (i. e. their office and warehoufes in
Leadenhall flreet, &c.) which fliall then go to the united one, compre-
hending the proprietors of both companies.
V) During the faid fcven years (from the date hereof) each com-

pany fliall hold their diftind courts * ; ftiall have diflind courts of di-
redors : may raife money two ways, viz. either for their refpedive
moieties of the united trade, or to tranfad their own feparate affairs,

(iuch as paying their own feparate debts, &c.^ ; but debts contraded'
for the joint trade fliafl be difcharged out of the united company's
flock.

VI and VII) Both companies fliall forthwith bring home their fepa-
rate eflate, dividing the iame amongfl their refpedive members ; after
which, neither company fliall fend out any fliips, goods, &c. on their fe-

parate account, but all fliall be on the joint account, by fuch orders as
fliall be made by the general courts of both companies, in the name of
the Engliih company trading to the Eaft-Indies, by diredion of twelve
diredors out of each company, fubordinate to both the general courts.

VIII and IX) Both companies fliall bear an equal proportion of the
united trade, and the members of each may transfer their nominal
flocks in the books of their refpedive company, but lb as the old com-
pany fliall keep their moiety of flock entire in their corporate capacity
tor the faid feven years.

X) Both companies covenant with her majefty that the joint account
Ihall export annually to India, of the growth, produd, or manufadure,
rjf England, at leaft one tenth part of the whole fum they fliall trade
for ; an account whereof fliall be annually delivered to the privy coun-
cil ; hereby releafing both companies from all former covenants, falt-

petre excepted: of which merchandize they fliall be obliged to delivr
to the office of ordnance 494^ tons, a*: L45 per ton in lime of peace,
and at L53 in ame of war; the retradion thereof fettled at 15 per
cent.

• XII) The queen agrees to take the company's fealed bonds for all

• The new company's office w.is ut Skinntjs nil! on Dowgute hill. .f.
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' the cuftoms on their merchandize, the 15 per cent on muflins only
• excepted.

' XIII, XIV, XV, and XVI) Nothing to be tranfaded in the joint
' trade without the concurrence of both companies : and only lervants
and free merchants, or other corporations, the bank of Knglund ex-

' cepted, may be licenced to trade for thcmlclves in the company's
• fliips, &c.
'XVII) The queen grants that the general courts of both compa-

' nies and their fub-managers (hall have the fole government of their
forts

: may coin foreign money in India ; and the old company may
' convey to the new one Bombay and St Helena.

Xyill, XIX, XX) The old company, at or near the expiration of
the faid feven years, fhall transfer into the new company their moiety

' of the joint ftock to their refpedlive members. And Ihall alfo, fome
' time before the expiration, aflign to her majefty all the debts due to
them ; which debts rtie engages to re-affign, in ten days after, to truf-
tees, for anfwering the old company's debts, and afterwards for the

' benefit of their members. And they alfo covenant to refign their
' charter, in two months after the expiration of the faid feven years,
into the queen's hands : whereupon the new company fhall thence-
forward be called T/je uniteJ company of merchants of England trad-
i'lg to the Eajl-Indies ; whofe affairs '(hall thenceforth be conduced

' by their own fole direftors, agreeable to their charter of the loth of
' King WiUiam. And laflly, the queen promifes that this indenture
' fhall be conflrucd in the moft favourable fenfe for the advantage of
' both companies *.

Thus a prudent ftop was put to much contention.
Upon advice received by General Coddrington, governor of the Lee-

ward iflands, that war was declared by England againfl France, he at-
tacked the French part of the ifland of St. Chriflophers, and reduced it
with very little trouble ; ever fince which time that fine ifland has been
iblely poflefled by Great Britain.

Poflibly the origin of the prefent great produdion of the fine rice of
South-Carolina might have happened about this time. What the ano-
nymous author of the Importance of the Britifh plantations in America
(London 1701) has faid thereon is well worth recording, though he has
not given us the exad year of its origin. It is a feafonable leflbn for
men never to defpair of many more new produdions in our colonies,
and is therefor fubmitted to the honourable fociety for the encourage-
ment of arts, manufadures, and commerce. ' A brigantine' (fays that
author) ' from the ifle of Madagafcar happened to put in at Carolina,
* having a little feed-rice left, which the captain gave to a gentleman

• The remaining articles are merely temporary. A.

4 Y c!



724 A. D. 1702.

' of the name of Woodward. From part of this he had a very good
• crop, but was ignorant for fome years how to clean it. It was foon
• difperfed over the province, and by frequent experiments and obi'cr-
• vations they found out ways of producing and manufaduring it to fo
• great perfedion, that it is thought to exceed any other in value. The
' writer of tliis hath feen the faid captain in CaroHna, where he receiv-
• ed a handfome gratuity from the gentlemen of that country, in ac-
• knowlegement of the fervice he had done the province. It is like-
' wife reported, that Mr, Dubois, then treafurer of the Eaft-India com-
' pany, did fend to that country a fmall bag of feed-rice fome fliort

• time after, from whence it is reafonable enough to fuppofe might
• come thofe two forts of that commodity ; the one called red rice, in
' contradiftinftion to the white, from the rednefs of the inner hufk or
' rind of this fort, although they both clean and become white alike.'

Before this important new produdion, Carolina was not a little

puzzled to fupply the mother-country with merchandize fufficient to

pay for all the neceflaries conflantly wanted from England. That fine

grain, we fliall fee, has fmce been exported in immenfe quantities, as

have alfo been the pitch, tar, turpentine, &.c. of Carolina, in no incon-
liderable quantities and value.

I7°3— -l^'he neceflity which all maritime trading nations lie under
of being fupplied with naval ftores, and more efpecially England's very
great need thereof, as well for the royal navy as for her numerous mer-
cantile fhipping, has often put it in the power of the northern crowns
to diftrefs fuch nations as had none of their own. This eminently ap-
peared in the year 1703 from the tar company of Sweden, who ablo-

lutely refufcd to let the Englidi nation have any pitch or tar, although
ready money was always paid for it, unlefs England would permit it all

to be brought in Swediili thipping, and at their own price, and likewilc

only in fuch quantities as that company fliould pleafe to permit. This
difappointment (as the late ingenious Mr, Gee likewife obferves in his

T'radc and navigation of GrCiU Britain confukred, />. 82) ' put the govern-
' ment and parliament on the method of allowing bounties for raifing
' pitch, tar, hemp, ilax, and fliip-timber, in our own North-American
' colonics; as pariicularly in Carolina, (the fouthernmofl; parts of which
' lying near the latitude of Lower Egypt, and the northernmoft nearly
' in thofe of Ancona and Bologna in Italy, in which parts the befl; hemp
' and flax grow).' The firft itatute of this kind was the ad for encou-

raging the importation of naval ftores from her majefty's plantations in

America, judicioufly letting forth, ' that as, under God, the wealth,
' fafety, and flrength, of the kingdom, fo much depend on the royal
' navy and navigation thtieof, and that the ftores ncceftary for the lame
' being hitherto brought in chiefly from foreign parts and by foreign
' fhipping, at cxorbiti'-nt md arbitrary rates, which might be provided
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in a more certain and beneficial manner from her majefty's planta-
tions in Ameri^ .1, where the vaft trads of land lying near the fea and
on navigable rivers may commodioufly afford great quantities of all
forts of naval ftores, by due encouragement, which may likewife tend
to tlic farther employment and increafe of Englifh fliipping and fea-
men, and alfo of the trade and vent of the woollen and other manu-
factures and produd in exchange for fuch naval ftores, now purchafed
of foreign countries for ready money : it was therefor now enadled,
that whoever fliall (in ftiips and with Tailors qualified as by the ads of
navigation) import from the Englifii plantations in America the un-
der-named naval ftores, (hall be entitled to the following bounties, viz.

For good and merchantable tar and pitch, per ton of 8 bar-

^
^^'^' - - - - L4 o o~ —— rofm or turpentine, per ton, 300

hemp, water-rotted, bright and clean, per ton of 20
' ^^^' ' ~ - - - -60
For all mafts, yards, and bowfprits, per ton, of 40 feet each'
* ^°"' 100
* I

.
Provifo, that for the particular benefit of the royal navy, the pre-

emption or refufal of the faid naval ftores ihall be tendered to the com-
miftioners of her majefty's navy upon landing the fame ; and if with-

*in twenty days the navy board ftiall not bargain for the fame, then the
proprietors may difpofe of them to their beft advantage.
* 2. That none within the colonies of New-Kampftiire, Mafl-ichufet's
bay, Rhode-ifland, and Providence-plantation, the Narraganfet-coun-
try or King's-province, and Connedicut in New-England ; and in New-
York, and New-Jerfcy, fiiall prefume to cut, fell, or deftroy, any pitch-
pinc trees, or tar trees, not being within any inclofure, under the
growth of twelve inches diameter, at three feet from the earth, on for-
feiture of L5 for each oftence. Nor, 3dly, ftiall wilfully fe't fire to
any wood or toreft, in which are any fuch trees prepared for making
pitch or tar, without firft giving notice to the owners thereof, or to a
magiftrate, under the penalty of L[0.'
' This to be in force for nine years, from the ift of Tanuarv 1701:

oklflile.' i3,4/^v«. .-. 10.]
^ -^y. 1705,

The good conlequence of this feafonable law was foon after fek : and
the colonies, at this time import into England great quantities of mer-
chantable pitch and tar, fit for moft ules in the navy, and which may in
time be probably brought to ferve for all ufes, fo as to render us abfolute-
ly independent on Sweden for thole two moft necellary articles. Of late al-
io good hemp and ftax are raifed in our colonies, where there are immenfe
quantities of excellent lands proper for raifing thole commodities. Mr.

f
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Gee was of opinion, that Ruflia exported annually to Britain and other
nations hemp and flax to the value of one million fterling. How noble,
how rational, a profped is this, of favinp' great fums annually paid to fo-
reign nations, who are frequently, tt- j, in a very oppofitc intereft to
Great Britain.

Upon this occafion there were computations laid before the govern-
ment ofthe following quantities of foreign pitch and tar, annually con-
fumed in Europe, viz.

By Britain and Ireland, annually about - - 1000 lafts

By Holland, as well for their home ufe, as for what they
export to Spain, Portugal, and up the Mediterranean, 4000
By France, ---___ _ ^qq
By Hamburgh, LubeCk, and other German ports, - 500

In all, 6000 lafts

Of which four fifth parts confided of tar, and one fifth of pitch *.

By the ad 8 y/««, c, 13, §. 30, the queen was empowered to apply
Li 0,000, out of the fupplies granted in that fefllon of parliament, for
the fubfiftence and employment of a number of ikilful people, and for
furnifliing fit utenfils and materials for eftedually carrying on the good
and profitable defigns of raifing fuch naval ftore's from the growths and
pfoduds of the faid plantations.

By another ad, 9 ^nii, c. 17, a penalty of Lico was inflided on any
perfon cutting down white, or other, pine trees, (not private property)
in thofe plantations, of twenty-four inches diameter, or upwards, twelve
inches from the earth. And the queen's furveyor-general of her woods
in America was direded to ma'k all fuch trees as are fit for the navy
royal with a broad arrow, for the ufe of the public'
By another ad, 1 2 j4h», c. 9, the above ad was renewed, and the like

*

bounties are allowed for naval ftores brought from Scotland, though to
little or no benefit hitherto ; though it be true, as the ftatute remarks,
that there is in feveral parts of Scotland great ftore of pine and fir trees,

fit for mail
, and for making pitch, tar, rofin, and other naval ftores.

But the ad itfelf affigns the true reafon, why they cannot be eafily or
cheaply brought to England, viz. becaufe the lands and woods which
may yield fuch naval ftores are moftly in parts mountainous and remote
from navigable rivers. This the York-buildings company experienced
to their coft fome years after this time, the timber, they felled in fome
of thofe woods at a great expenfe, being left to rot on the ground, the
carriage of it to the neareft places of navigation being found imprac-

Tar and pitch arc produced in Norway and in Sweden, whence the greateft quantity is brought)
and alfo in RufTia, whence it is fliippcd at Archangel. A.
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ticable *
; which tvill probably ever be the cafe as to Scotland ; not-

withftanding the bounties allowed by that ad, or any larger bounties to
be reafonably granted.

The czar of Ruffia, Peter the Great, having conquered from Sweden
the fine provinces of Livonia, Ingria, and Carelia, now formed a grand
projed for opening a free communication between Ruflia and the Baltic
lea

:
his great genius had difcovered, that the iflands near the mouth of

the river Neva, at the head of the Findland gulf, might be fo fortified
as to prove to Ruflia of equal benefit for war or for commerce : hence
fprung up the fort of Cronftadt, now a commodious haven for his Ihips
of war

;
by which all fhips muft pafs : he alfo viewed the adjacent country

with fatisfadion, and, in ftiort, determined to ered a new metropolis and
emporuini at the mouth of the Neva, from whence he might awe his
enemies of the north, and open a naval communication with the reft of
Europe, by a much (horter and fafer courfe than from Archangel, He
confidered alfo, that by ereding a royal city and port there, though in
the 60th degree of latitude, he fhould acquire a greater influence, by
means of his navy, both in the Baltic, and even in the Northern 'and
German oceans. He therefor brought thither labourers and artificers
from all parts of his vaft empire ; many thoufands of whom are faid to
have periflied through cold, hunger, and diftempers, in that damp place
which gave him Httle concern. Yet, in the end, he furmounted all ob-
Itacles

;
and having, by his defpotic fway, obliged his nobility, mer-

chants, artizans, &c. to ered and inhabit houfes in this new city ; and
encouraging many feafaring people and others from Livonia and'other
parts, to fettle in it, he gave it the name of St. Peterft)argh; and it
very loon became a large and populous city. It was objeded by the
people ot Wologda, a city in 59 degrees of latitude, that, fliould their
handicrafts be removed from that city, where three German merchants
alone employed upwards of 25,000 perfons in drefling hemp and flax
tor the Archangel market, their provifions at Peterlburgh would come
much dearer, and fo they fliould lofe their trade; yet the czar over-
ruled even this point.

Mr. De Dieu, the Dutch refident with the czar in the year 1720, ac-
quamts his principals, that Peterlburgh might then contain about
300,000 fouls

; a thing fcarcely credible to be eflfeded in thefe modern,
times, and much more refembling the power of the antient oriental
monarchs than any modern potentate. There he eftabliflied his admi-
ralty, las mathematical fchools, his royal academies, founderies &c..
His docks, powder-mills, paper-mills, &c. are at Cronftadt, where alfo
there is a good town built, and where lie eftablifhed rope-walks, anchor-
fmiths, &c. At the laid new city of St. Peterlburgh he likewife efta-

nnfl?,"' f ,'!"''r
"
•^/''^'n

""?
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^"''y ^°"'^' "" ^' ""'"^ "»>*•"" " ">=>" can walk
;
to faynothing of the fachty of floating them, ewn by the foiallell ftrcanss when fwellcd by floods. M
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bliflied manufliaories of woollen, linen, &c. and evefy ufeful art for the
improvement of the trade and navigation, as well as the general know-
k...

,
of his people, obUging them alfo to fend their children thither

for that end. And, in confequence of thefe vaft fchemes, and of his pof-
leding the fine port of Revel in Livonia, we have, fince the building of
Peterfhurgh, feen the new fpedacle of a Ruifian fleet triumphant in the
Baltic fea, obUging the fleets of their opponents there, to flicker them-
felves under the cannon of their fortrefles. . By the eredtion of this new
city the port of Archangel in the White fea, to which formerly there
ufuall; icioited yearly 100 or more fliips, EngUfli, Dutch, French, Ham-
burghers, &c. is confiderably declined in its commerce, its former cuf-
toms having by fome been reckoned to amount to Li 00,000 fterling,
annually : Riga alfo, and Narva, will probably be more and more im-
paired in their commerce, if Peterfljurgh continues to flourifli, as the
later is fo commodioufly Ctuated for the tranfportation of RuiTian mer-
chandize, by the river Neva, and the great lakes Ladoga and Onega, as
well as by land carriage, to and from the interior parts of the Ruffian
empire ; from whence, and from Livonia, &c. that city is well fupplied
with whatever it has need of. The watery fituation of Peterfljurgh, and
the overflowings of the Neva, are the principal inconveniencies attend-
ing it.

Peter alfo ordered a canal to be made between the river Woronitz
and another fmall one falling into the great river Volga, whereby a com-
munication was to be opened between the later and the river Don, the
one falling into the Cafpian, and the other into the Black fea, under the
diredion of Captain John Perry, an Englifliman, who likewife, by that
great prince's order, had partly executed a much greater work, being a
grand canal between the Volga and the Don, nearer the mouths ofthofe
two huge rivers ; but the taking of Afoph from him by the Turks put
a flop to that vafl; defign.

The ainioft unparalleled tcmpeft, which happened in November 1703,
more efpecially round the fouthern coafts of Great Britain, was un-
doubtedly a great calamity, by the lofs ofmany fine Englifli fliips pf war,
and u great number of merchant fliips with their valuable cargoes, as
well as of many lives; and was doubilefs fome obflruclion to the'in-
creafe of the nation's wealth : ncverthelefs it appears by D'Avenant's *
report to the commilfioners of accounts in the year 171 2, that the ex-
ports of England in this lame year, to all parts of the world, amounted
to L6,644,i03 ofwhich there was exported to Holland alone L2,4i 7,890,
being above one third of the whole f

.

' D'.\vcnaiit was tlicn infj.eaor-general of tlic Hon exported, ought not to be Included I'n the ex-cmW /-/.
, .r .

P"'-t«. to fwcll the total of a favourable balance by
t hirCli;r,lcs\Vli:twortli, from the iiifpcaor-gc-

. taliacious llatcmcnt, whereas it is in fad quite
iierals accouirts. Hales the exports to H(,lland in tue contrary, the pavment of an unfavourable ba-
1705 at L2,405, 599 : and we mult rcmembtr that lance. M.
the film of 1.473.750, the amount of coin ar.d bvil-
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In this fame year John Mcthvcn Efquire concluded, on the part of the

wIk%V i-^^ ^yS'"'
'"* ^^"'°"*' '^^"S'' ^°"^i^^' ^'•^^^^y of Commercewith Peer king of Portugal, much to the benefit of both nations, viz

. Au-P ' ^}^ ^'"^ 0/ Portugal, on his part, ftipulates, for himfelf
.

and his fucceflbrs, to admit forever hereafter into Portugal the wool-
^

len cloths, and the reft of the woollen manufadures of the Britons as

« uT^nTys'cTndttiin;'^^"^"
P^°'^'"^' '^ ^^^ '^--' ^^^^-^^^'^^^'

' .n] \u^\^u' 'r^^^ !?^j^^7 °^*^''^'' ^'"^i" ^all, in her own nameand that of her fucceflbrs, be obliged for ever hereafter to admit t^e

whether there ihal be peace or war between the kingdoms of Briton
^

and France, any thmg more fhall be demanded for thefe wines, by the

• ^eail w^"",?' ^R orbywhatfoever other title, dheftly ^r indi-

. i I'
^^^^^^"-^^ey 'JaU be imported into Great Britain, in pipes or

^
hoglheads, or other cafks, than what fhall be demanded for theuKan-t.ty or meafure of French wines, deduding or abating one third pirt

ment ofcuftoms which is to be made as aforefaid, fhall in any manner

^.itft'Tp'*
'"^ prejudiced, it fliall be jufl and lawful for h^is fac^edmajefty of Portugal again to prohibit the woollen cloths and the reft of

ber 1703O
"^anufadures ».' [Dated at Lift^on. 27th Decem-

By this treaty, fays Mr. King, the editor of the BritiOi merchant inhis dedication to Sir Paul Methven. thefonofthe minifteTwho ncRo^lated It. we gain a greater balance from Portugal than from anyother country whatever. By it alfo we have increafed our e^pomthither, from about L30o,ooo yearly to near Li,soo 000
It was by no means the intereft of Britain, during a 'war with Franceand Spain, to ufe the wines of thofe countries, which, doubTl^^fs, couS

^Zf"'l ^™P°".^^,^y ^^^"^••»1 fl^iP^: and as Portuga 's red Ws we eherefor beconrie m fome fort the only kind we could then convenient!

hn2l/' r^'^r'''"'^''
^'"' '''''y ^^^ ^^««fi"ai 'o both coun riesthough perhaps fomewhat exaggerated by the above author efpeSvas Portugal has m return for our taking fuch vaft quantitks of thekwines, conftamly taken off a greater quantity of our nianuSuresfo

|vs to occafion a confiderable yearly balance in our favour And ourpalates being long fince fo well reconciled to Portugal wine the Por

Iwyt'ds
'" '"'^''' '"" ''''''' ^'''' q--"-s'of their lands t^'o

f.J^'^i" c
"°" ^''P°,"''? ^'°"' 'England to Eaft-India in fix years vizfrom

, 698 to 1 703, both years included, was in filver L3.1 71 40^1 ^ g
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in gold Li 28,2^9, total L3,299,633 : 17 : 8 ; being on an average,
per annum L549,93« : 19 : 7^ *.

1 704.—By a law, made about the beginning of this year, for th-; public
regiftering of all deeds, conveyances, and wills, in any honours, manors,
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, within the weft riding of the coun-
ty of York, a memorial of all deeds and conveyances, and of all wills
and devilts in writing, whereby any honours, manors, &c. in the faid
weft riding, may be in any way affeded ir* law or equity, may, at the
eledion of the party or parties concerned, be regiftcred, as is herein af-
ter diredcd. And that, after fuch regifter, every fubfequent deed or
conveyance of the honours, manors, &c. fo regiftered, or any part there-
of, ftiall be adjudged fraudulent and void, unlefs a memorial thereof
ftiall alfo be regiftered ; and the like of wills, &c. The rcgifter's office

3 be kept at Wakefield. This ad not 10 extend to t opy-hold eftates,
nor to leafes at rack-rent, nor to any leafe not exceeding 2 1 years.
The very good reafons afligned for this law, in its preamble, were,

that this weft riding is the prmcipal place in the north for the cloth
manufadure : and that moft of the traders therein are freeholders, and
have frequent occafions to borrow money up .> their eftates for manag-
ing their trade ; but, for want of a regifter, imd it difficult to give fe-
curity to the fatisfadion of the lenders, although the fecurity they offer
be really good, by means whereof their trade is very much obftruded,
and many families ruined. [2, 3 y4nn. c. 4.]
What pity it is, that fuch a regifter could not be rendered pradicable

all over England, fince thereby undoubtedly many frauds might effec-
tually be prevented, and this too, without expofing gentlemen's cir-
cumftances farther than the nature of fuch regiilers abfolutcly require.

N. B. By an ad [5 Ann. c. iS] for enrolment of bargains and fales

in the weft riding, feveral additional provifions were made for enrolling
all bargains, fales, &c. needlefs herein to be particularized.

The former part of the year 1704 feemed at firft o portend much
hazard to the hberties and commerce of the greateft pari: ofChriften-
dom : France was in adual pofl^efllon of the whole Spanifli monarchy

;

the German empire poiverfully invaded on the fide of B v aria by the
French, where, as well as in Italy, their fuperiority gave taei.i great

* Alon^ with the account piven by Mr. Andcr-
fon, I here lay before the reader the following of-

hcial ac'ounts.

According to the acct)unt made up by the ac-

countant of the Eaft-India company for the houfe
of commons, the bullion carried to India (partly

from Cadiz) from 25th December 1698 to Jjth
December 1703, being five years, was,

In filver, 5,160,225 ounces,

at 5/ per ounce, - £1,290,056 5 o
In gold almoft 19,170 oun-

ces, at L4per ounce, 76,680 o o

Total value at t' e pricea of bullion rated by Dr^
venant L 1,366,736 .-5:0.

Agreeable to the n-count made up by DoiSor
Davenant, infpeftor-gencral of tl. culi ns, alfo

for the houfe of commons, the Eaft-India goods,
re-exported from England in the four years from
Chrilimas 1698 to Chriftmas 1702, amounted to

^2'53*^>933 = " : '°i' If 'l>c re-exportation ol

the year 1703 was in the fame proportion, it wan
more than double the value of the bullion exported
by the company, and (Irongly fupports what i$

urged by the advocates for the India trade. M.

\
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advantages, as did alfo an infurredion in Hungary. All thrCe annear-
ances were very melancholy confiderations in England, and -here/or oc-
cafioned a great fall in the prices of the parUamentary funds and public

;
•^'' I r ?K "^.F''/'^^

therefor found themfelves obliged again
to iflue the.r fealed bills for a large fum, bearing inter.ft in ordef tokeep up their credit: and the Eaft-India company were obliged to createa confiderable fum in their bonds, to enable them to fit out their fhips.Yet fuch IS the fluduating ftate of things in time of war, two very
great pieces of good fortune happened to the allies before this year end-ed. v,z. the famous and moft complete vidtory of the confederate army.on the 13th of Auguft, at Blenheim or Hockftadt, over the French and^avarian army on which, it may be truely faid, the fate and liberty of

denZ';/' !^^
"'^'' P"i'-^">''»'-Jy °f Germany, in a great meafure

r ihrnU T'^J^'i!" u
"S °^ '^" "^^^ important fortrefs and port of

Gibraltar
;
both which gave a moft marvellous turn to public affairs

all over Europe, and particularly to England's hopes and public credit.

U rp?h "'i
"'''"^ ^? confirmed to Great Britain by the peace of

hri2 ' ^'"^rTf °^,
^'I?^

^'^^^ advantage to us
;

as it is not only a

t^on fo^ "^t
''^'^^^ ^h"«i^»/ates we may be at war with, a fureL

pofite Barbary fhores
; in every view, therefor, highly meriting all tlK-

tC£7'H""
^'"°" ^'; P"^^'^r"S it in our poffeLn. It Ls -2

Smnhrrllf '""rK r '^T- ^^ '^^ ^'^^ °^ ^P^^"^' '^^' '^'^ French and

twl^'r r
T^'^y^^'^^'Sed it in Odober this fame year; but it wastwice feafonably reheved: and the like happened again in th^ year 1727fince which Its fortifications have been much improved *.

^ ^'

w^vofw"""
f'5 <::«/•.//] for the encouragement of trade, ftiled by

clnndlpT'"'" fj"^
navigation, having cnaded. that no mer-chandize of any part of Europe fliull be imported into any part of Alia

tVom Fnl'l T""""'
^"^^"Sing to his majefty, but what fiiall be carried

'/" «f;"
:-
'"''P'

f' \'
''^"^'"^^ '^•'^^P^'^d

' ^"^ ^^ «f this year [3. 4<^.«. r. 8] (o far repeals the lame, as to permit the exportation of Ir fhhnen c oth to the Englifh plantations. Its preamble fits foSi da or

^ning the utmoft encouragement to the linen manufadures of that

i r f^-fV
''^"'lerfun's opinion of the imminfiM of („1>, altar, It may .u,t be amifs to cont.all

I Ma! ot Ur. A.la:;, Smith, who, fpeakiiur of I't and
Mmoici, fays, ' I would not, however, he undcr-
Itood to inlniiuuo, that either of tliofc expenfive
garr,lo„s was ever, even in the fmallett deKree,
nccclTaiy for the purpofe for wlnVh thev were

^
originally ddmembcred from the Spanili, mo-
narihy.

1 luit difmembcrnieiit, perhaps, never
ervcd any other real purpofe than to alienate
trom Lngland he, natmal allv t!ie king of Spain

' ;u.<itoinute the two ;)rin<-ipal branches ot t!;e

»

• houfo of Bourbon in a much rtriaer .nnd more
' permanent alliance than tlu- ties of blood could
•ever liavc united them.' [/„y;„>y into the -Mallli
ofnalmm, T. in, p. ,22, e-l. 1 793. J .Whatever
may be the value ot Gibraltar in a political view,
vhich I do not pretend to appietiate, there cannot
lie a iliad.nv of a doubt, that the retention of it
mull be hurtful to the trading intereft of Great
iiritain (iH.twithHanding the pietendul fccret ad-
vantages) exadly in the fame manner, that a quar-
rci with a wiy good cui'tomeri? liurttul to a iiiort.
keeper, fi /u.iit m/ifiiis cr.mpancre pjrva. M.

4 /- ::
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kingdom, Irifh linen therefor might thenceforward be exported frora
any port of Ireland directly to any of the Enghfli plantations, in Eng-
li(h-built fhipping, navigated according to law. The linen manufaclure.
of Ireland was then, and in a great meafure IHU is, principally carried
on in the province of Ulfter and parts adjacent, where the prottftants

are by far the majority of the people ; but in moil: other p;n*ts of that

kingdom it is well known to be otherwife.

For the encouragement of trade, a ftatute was made, [3, 4 ^nn. c. 9]
whereby promiflbry notes were enaded to be aflignable by indorfe-

ment ; and adions might be maintained thereon, in like fort as was
enaded on inland bills of exchange in the year 1698. And whereas in

the ad of 1 698 no provifion was made for protefting inland bills of ex-

change, in cafe the party on whom fuch inland bill fhall be drawn (hall

refufe to accept the fame, it was now enaded, that if hereafter, upon
prefenting any fuch bill, the party on whom it fliall be drawn (hall re-

fufe to accept the flmie by underwriting it under his hand, the perfon
to whom the faid bill is made payable, or his fervant, agent, or aillgns,

may, and fliall, caufe the fiid bill to be protefted for non-acceptance, as

was by the iliid law of 1698 to be done, when due, for non-payment,
and as is the cafe of foreign bills oi exchange. Yet no fuch proteft ihali

be necelfary tor non-payment of fuch inland bill of exchange, unlefs

drawn for L20 or upwards ; and alfo that the protell for non-accept-

ance fliall be made by fuch perfons as are appointed by tlic faid ad of

1698 (i. e. a notary-public, or Sec. as already therein recited) to proteft

inland bills for non-payment. Alio, that if any perfon doth accept

(i. e. receive and take) any I'uch bill of exchange for, and in fatisfadion

of, any former debt, the fame fliall be accounted and eflcemed a full

and complete payment of fuch debt, though the receiver of it doth not

take his due courfe to obtain payment thereof, by endeavouring to get

the fame accepted and paid, or elfe by protefling, as aforcfaid, either for

non-acceptance or non-payment thereof. Laflly, nothing in this ad
lliail dil'charge any remedy which any [x'rfon may have againll: the

drawer, accepter, or indorfer, of fuch bill.

It is ibmewhat ftrange, that two I'uch falut;u-y and important regula-

tions as this law has made in promiflbry notes and inland bills of exr-

change, were not Iboner enaded in a country of fuch coniidcrable mer-

cantile tranfadions as England has long been. But to lay the truth,

what many have remarked of our national flownefs in reforming abufes

and dcfeds feems but too well grounded.

This law was made perpetual by an at^l 7 j^nii. c 25.

(^een Anne this year granted a charter of incorporation to Thomas
duke of Leeds, Pawlet earl of liolingbroke, Eruncis lord Guildford, Sir

Thomas and Sir Humphry Mackworths, and other gentlemen, ' for

* working and maiuiging mints atul minerals, and iinelting, refining,

* and manufaduring, the fume i to be forever a body-politic, by thg
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' namtie of the governor and company of the mipe-adventurers of Eng-
' land ; the duke of Leeds to be governor for life ; and a deputy-go-
* vernor and twelve diredors, to be eleded by their general courts, who
' are alfo empowered to make bye laws, &c. as cuftomary in other royal
charters. Hereupon, in the fame year, Sir Humphry Mackworth and
William Waller, who had before purchafed fundry leafes, for terms
of years, of certain mines in different parts of Wales, conveyed them to
this new corporation, on certain conditions mentioned in that convey-
ance. The company, principally, if not folely, under Sir Humphry
Mackworth's diredion, (who was ele<^ ;d deputy-governor for life) went
on in a pompous manner, adding fo many new lliares as made the whole
number amount to 6012; purchafing frefh mines, and raifmg vaft
quantities of lead, copper, and litharge, from which they made a great
deal of red lead ; and from the lead they extracted confiderable quanti-
ties of filver ; and they ifllved cafli notes, which they caufed for fome
time to be circulated throughout a great part of Wales. They alfo
ereded themfelves into a money bank, and circulated their fealed bills
and cafn notes for fome time in London, till reflrained by a claufe in
an ad of parliament, of the year 1703, in favour of the bank of Eng-
land, Sir Humphry Mackworth went on impofing on the proprietors,
for five years from the date of the charter, by falfe and fham calcula-
tions of their profits ; by purchafing lead and litharge from other peo-
ple's mines, and declaring them to be digged from the company's mines;
buying alio the filver extradcd from other men's lead, and getting it to
be coined in the king's mint, as coming from the company's mines,
while, at the fame time, he was not able to go on without frtili artifices
and calls on the proprietors, nor to pay the vaft expcnfc of workmen,
&c. whole wages were fufTtTed to run in arrear ; and his Icheines being-
loo extenfive for the company's abilities, he was obliged to ftop pay-
ment of their fealed bills and cafli notes, being by liic'h wild manat^e-
ment run greatly in debt, while, at the fame time, he was ciccHng cha-
rity ithools in Wales with the company's money, to draw in well-
meaning people.

^705—1'li'-' French burnt and dcftroyed many of the plantations in
the iJland of St. Chriftophers, at this time iblclv ;)()fidrcd by England,
as alio the neighbouring illand of Nevis, yet' they were not able to
take the forts of either of thofe iflands. The dam.age done to the
planters was afterward made good by debentures granted by parlia-
ment.
The Englifii arms proving profperous both by fca and land againfl

France, the (applies were railed with the greatcfl: tale for the current
iervicts of this and itiveral fucceeding years ; particularly the annuities
of 99 years at 6; per cent, the capital, or principal, of 2\ millions for
the enfir.ng year's fupply, to be funk at the expiration of that terniv

Tliis way of railing money, we are fenfible, has fincc bccu ccnfiued by.
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many, (though refumed during the laft and prefent expenfive wars) •

yet contemporary writers were not of that opinion, and they alfo unal
nimouHy obferve very truely, that the national or public credit of Eng-
land was never before at fo high a pitch, nor more lacredly maintained.
Nothing indeed feemed amifs, either with regard to our foreign com-
merce, or colonies, both which were in a profperoufly-increafing ftate
as well as our home manufadures.

'

1706—The parliament enaded, that, after midfummer 1706, any
bankrupt who fliould not, within thirty days after public notice' fur-
render himfelf, and difcover his effeds, fhould fufFer as a felon, unlefs
the lord-chancellor fliould enlarge the time. Five per cent was allowed
to the bankrupt, unlefs his eftate fhould not produce 8/ per pound to
his creditors. Bankrupts who have, within one year preceding their
bankrupt'^, loft L5 at once at any kind of game, or Lioo in all, re-
ceive no benefit by this aft. And thofe not difcovering all their eftates
were to fuffcr as felons, without the benefit of clergy. [4 Ann. c. 17.]The moft important tranfadion that ever happened in Great Britain
was finally and legally completed at the clofe of the year r7o6, viz. a
confolidating union of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, 104
years after their crowns had been imited in the perfon of King James I.
This great and happy union hr.d been ieveral times before attempt-
ed in different reigns, but had been as often obftruded by various ob-
jedions ftarted, and not ferioufly and fteadily combated. Nothing cer-
tainly could be more obvious, than that it was the true intereft of two
nations folely inhabiting and polleffing the fame ifland; perfedly to
unite for their common defence againft al! attacks from the continent

;

^or, by fucli a clofe union of hearts, as wjl as conftitution, a people fo
htuated, and fo warlike, and fo numerous, as to amount to about nine
millions of fouls, could be always able to defend ihemlclves againft any
toreign attacks

; but, remaining disjointed, they had their diiferent, and
ohen contrary, interefts to purfue, not only in matters of trade and
commerce, product, and manufadures.but even in friendlhip and aftec-
tion, with regard to different nations on the continent. Religion, or
rather the mere external mode of it, alfo contributed its fliare in ketn-
ing up the difference

; and what hud, perhaps, the {.reateft influence of
uU, anueiit, ill-juilgcd, national prejudices on both fide*; itill remained
too flrong to be ealily conquered. Finally, the great hereditary officers
ot the imaller kingdom, and the pollcllors of many other lucrative ftate
offices there, which muft ncceffirily be funk upon llich an incorporat-
ing union with England, liad no linall influence in obllruding it. But
an able miniilry in both nations, more eipecially in England, joined to
a more moderate way of thinking than formerly, of many wife men in
both parliatnents, among the commilfioners foV this folemn treaty, at
length got the better of all obftrudions. And, as preparatory laws
were made iu both kingdoms, the parliament of Scotland having firft
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agreed to the articles, they were finally ratified by a mofl: folemn ad of
the Englifh parliament, [5 ^^««. c. 8] intitled, an A<S for an union of
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. The articles are 25 in

number ; but, as it is foreign to our fubjed, and alfo fuperfluous, to re-

cite what is to be found in all our hillorics at large, it will be fuflScient

for our particular purpofe briefly to note, that by the 4th article it was
enaded, that all the fubjeds of the imited kingdom of Great Britain
fhould, from and afcer the union, have full freedom and intercourfe of
trade and navigation to and from any port or place within the faid

united kingdom, and the dominions and plantations thereunto belong-
ing : and that there fliould be a communication of all other rights, pr'

vileges, and advantages, which do, or may, belong to the fubjeds of
either kingdom, except where it is otherwife exprefsly agreed in thefe

articles.

By the 15th article it was ftlpulated, ' that whereas, by the terms of
' this treaty, the fubjeds of Scotland, for preferving an equaUiy of trade
* throughout the united kingdom, will ' e liable t<^ feveral cuftoms and
* excifes now payable in England, which will be applicable towards
' payment of the debts of England contraded before the union, it is

' agreed, that Scotland fhull have an equivalent for what the fubjeds
' thereof fliall be fo charged towards payment of the faid debts of Eng-
' land ;' which equivalent is herein ftipulated to be L398,o85 : 10 fter-

ling, to be granted by the parhament of England, and to be applied,
I ft, for indemnifying private perfons for any loiles they may fuft:!ia

by reducing the coin of Scotland to the (landard and value of the coin
of England ; 2dly, for indemnifying the fufFerers in the late African
and Indian company of Scotland*; 3dly for difcharging the public
debts oi Scotland

; 4thly, for improving the manufadure of the coarle
wool of Scotland ; and, 5thly, for encouraging .\nd promoting the
fifheries, and fuch other manutadures and improvements in Scotland
as may be moft conducive to the general good of the united kingdom

;

for which ends commiflioners were io be appointed, &.c. ; for wliich end
alfo, the laws of England, relating to coin, and weights and mtafures,
as well as concerning the regu!ati( . of trade, cuftoms, and excifes, were,
by the three '"acceeding articles, to take place in Scotland. This is the
fubftance of ''ll the articles that in nediately relate to r - fubjed.
But before we treat of the .al commencement of this union, which

was not till the fucceedin^, year, we muft, in order of time, remark,
that by an ad of the Englifh parliament, [5 -//««. r. 13] for continuing
the duties upon houfes, to fecure a yearly fund for circulating exche-
quer bills, whereby a fum Vio. exceeding Li,500,000 was intended to
be raifed, &c. the bank of England's fund and privileges, which had

• The SttrtH were fo prcncrally 'iirapjcd .it the dellruftion of the Darien company, that nothing lefs

than a compltie rcimburkmeut i...' their capital, with inierett, could bring them to agree to tlic union.
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been Lmited to one year's notice after the ift of Auguft, 1705, were
farther prolonged, upon their now undertaking to circulate the exche-
quer bills at L4

: 10 per cent per annum. By this ad, therefor, the
bank was empowered to call in money from their members, to enable
them to circulate the exchequer bills, in proportion to their refpedive
flocks in that company

; whence there arofe another temporary addition
to their old capital, which had before been reduced to its original fum
of Li,200,000 by government gradually paying off the principal and
mtereft of 15,160,459: 14:9^, which had been fubfcribed into the
bank m tallies, orders, &c. as has been fully related under the year
1697. The temporary addition to bank flock was Li,ooi,i7i : 10,
which, with the Li,200,000 original capital, made the whole now
amount to L2,20i,t7i : 10. And by this ad the bank was to remain
a corporation till the redemption 3f all the Li ,500,000 in e.^chequer
bills. This was the firft time that the bank of England undertook the
circulation of exchequer bills, whereby they rendered themfelves fa-
vourites of the government ; and they have ever fince made agree-
ments with the public for that purpofe annually, on eafy or moderate
terms. This year the bank again illlied fealed bills for enabUng them
to perform their contrads, at an intereft of 2d per cent per day, or
nbout three per cent per anninn.

1707.—The moft important, wife, and happy, incorporating union of
the kingdoms of England and Scotland took place on the ift day of
May, 1707. And though the two rebellions fince that period were both
originally propagated from Scotland, through th»i violence of party zeal,
and of clanfhip and fuperiorities ; yet a peaceable, loyal, and induflrious
fpirit haying fince univerfally prevailed, the great benefits accruing to
both nations by this union do now dayly appear more and more conlpi-
cuous. From that country England has her American plantations very
much increafed in people : from Scotland likewife the navy and armies
have been fupplied with many thoufands of flout and well-affeded men,
as has very lately and very effedually been experienced. By an union
with Scotland flie has the more abfolute ufe of many good ports, of a
more extenfive filhery, of a fupply of very good, though fmall, cattle,

and of fundry other benefits. Scotland, on the other hum*,, receives
ineflimable advantages by her incorporating union with England, ifl,

by gradually and very viiibly enriching herfelf from a participation of
commerce with England's foreign plantations, fadlories, &c. 2dly, By
lier union with England, flic gradually learns the mehoration of her
fjil, which in many parts is now known to be much more capable of
improvement than was formerly imagined. 3dly, By this union,
Scotland's coarie woollen fluffs and llockings, and her more valuable
linen manufadlures, now of many various, beautiful, and ingenious
kinds, have a prod= • us vent, not only in England, but lor the Aine-
ric;ai plantations, as well as the confuniption of fo many of her black
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cattle in England, and of her peltry, &c. And great pity it truely may-
be faid to be, that two nations, fprung from the fame original flock
fpeaking the fame language, elltntially proteffing the fame religion, and
whom nature feems to have defigned for one, by being feparated by
the great ocean from the reft of mankind, ftiould not have fooner pur-
fued their true and evident mutual interefts, and thereby have much
fooner increafed in wealth, fecurity, and power. If, upon the death of
King Alexander III, and of his grand- daughter ftiled the maid of Nor-
way, ScotiancI had voluntarily united itfelf to England, (about 500
years ago) how much more populous, powerful, and rich, would both
parts of the iiland have been at this time, freed from much of the
cruel bloodflied and devaftations occafioned by their many wars fmce
that period.

Coniidering the much fewer people and the greater poverty of Scot-
land, compared with L'ngland, it may not be improper to remark tlie

quantity of gold and filver coin of all forts, which, m confequence of
tliis union, was brought into the mint at Edinburgh to be recoined in-
to the pieces and denominations of fterling money, and of coin not
then brought in. We have it from the accurate Ruddiman, in p. 84, of
his moft curious and learned preface to Anderfon's Thefniirus diplomatttm

et mtmifmatum Scotiie ; being no lefs than L41 1,117 '•^'^'•S> fterling, ac-
tually then brought to that mint : befides, perhaps, as much more
hoarded up by the whimfical, dilaffeded, and timorous, who were
Itrongly prepolfefted againft the union, and were far from believing it

could laft any long time : befidts, alio, what was then exported, and
what was retained by lilverfmiths for plate, &c. So that our author was
ol" opinion, that there was then in gold and filver coin about Lpoo.ooo
fterling in Scotland *.

The ad of parliament [[3, \\Ca)\Ii\ prohibiting the importation

* It will Ik- Joul.tkfs agrceiil k- to llic reader to fue the amount of tlic commercial iiitercoiirfe by
w:er c<'.r.i,!r;e httwcen England ami Seotiaml, whrn tliey wire feparate kin;^(loms. Tlie "

a Uateri'.ciit ot' it tVom tlie toinmcnetiiitiit of the infpcclor-i'eiieral'j aecountu till the union.

ollowlnj

Eiiin.iiid I'ceeivtd from Seotiaiid

nierel'.andi/.e to U.e value of

1(^97 . L ^)\,\oi \Ci 10

l6y8 ii4.*<.b- \ I 1

1699 Hr,,.,:,9 ly [
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1701 73.V-' iS ti
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^%1 ^'.733 I «
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'''a,3i,{ 3
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I?."'; I

Of the j^oods carried by hu-d then, a;! now, there could be no nccount. Thougli no cuflom-iuMif-
.iceount is now kept of the amoiuit of the trade between tlic lv^'o IJritilh kiu^dums, It may be pn •

fumed to be now a pound for eviry llnllir.;.^ it ua.i before tlie union. Mr. Knox (I know not npor.
what authority ot calculation) hat Ihied th.e value of goods received by Scotland from England iu th'-

year 1775 at L2,ccc,occ. [T'/.w // //•; Br'wjh onpin, ^. 93. J M.
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of foreign bone-lacc, cuMvork, embroidery-frmecs band flrin^rc i .tons and needle-work^ beu.g found to oilb.X W venfrE^^llwooUen manufadures na the Spanilh Netherlands, >vas now repealedas tar as relates to that country. [5 Jnn c in]
repealed,

By anad[5 ^««. c 22} to explain and amend an ad of the 1.(1feflions of ixirhament, for preventing frauds freqtiently comrn tted hi

' eM^ln,?l7^ ^"^""^^^ .'""''^ "^^">'' ""' ^"^bezzle, any part of thdr
' f5S',

^^^"^^.^"ff^'- ^' felons. A bankrupt fhould not be difchargeT

ihis att was to continue for two years, and from thence to the end ofthe next leffion ot parliament, and no longer

'

^

By an ad [6 ^nn c. 2] for better fecunng the duty on Eaft-Indl.goods, the fecunty thereafter to be given purfuant tn th^ .^ f T.
9th of King Wilham that the Eaft-lfdia c^i^^^any ft uld a- ^ ^llZmerchandize in any flup from India to be brought to fome po t ofEngland, without previoufly breaking bulk, was ^dirededT b ftethe rate of L2,50o for every 100 ton of each Hiip fent to the Ind es(neceflary provifions ftores, and merchandize, for The people and earnlon of St. Helena, for their own proper confumptionS except^S)"and oxcept alio, where the breaking of bulk, ir landing S Ssftould happen by the danger of the feas, cnemi^, rertraints^of prTce

'

&c under penalty of forfeiting fuch goods or their value &c ^ '

for the advancement of our woollen manufadure, and for encoura^ring the drefling and dying of woollen cloths before ^xport^tt on a ^ fy"of V-was aid on every white woollen cloth exported. And i"'was benaded xiiat fuch white cloths, commonly called broad clot] fluppedbefore the duty be paid, ihould be forfeited. [6 ^rm c 8 J
^ ^
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