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For the same reason that the Deity designed to make
" one human being happy; he must have purposed to be-
 stow felicity ultimately upon all. . For, if there be a single
individual whom he created without this design, since he
: nmst still have had some des1gn it must be different from
which we have already shown to be the. only one which.
he could have had in vxew ’

In reahty, his purpose w1t11 respect to every md1v1dual
must.have been either to make him ‘happy or mlserable.,
If it were not to make h1m happy, it must have been to.
m_ake hu_n mls_erable but to suppose that he. pu;-pqsed to .
-reake any one rhiserable ultimately and upon'the whole, -
is to suppose that he purposed the production of misery for
iits own sake, Whlch has already been. shown to be im-
posmble _ B .

.And if every pnnclplc of the human understandmg re-
velt at the conclusion, that he, ;s_pe.rtlal_ and capricious in.
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his kmdness, and has designed to make some 1nd1v1duals
happy and others mxserable, it is equally opposed by all
the hppearances in nature. - 1t is refuted by every object
to whleh we can direct our attention. The sun, in the
bnghtness of his glory, dlﬁ'uses light and Joy ‘through all.
the nations of the earth. He has no favorite tobless. He
regards not in his course the little distinctions Whlch pre-
va11 among mankind. He shines not on the lands of the
great forgettmg to pour hls beams on the lowly spot of the
peasant. He lights up the Indies with a bummg glow —
he smiles upon the nations of Europe with a milder beam,
and he shines upon the hoary path of the Laplander,
amidst his mountains of eternal snow. «The Lord is
good toall. He causes his sun to shine upon the evil and
the good.” .
The cloud, beanng in its bosom nches and fertlhty,
pom's its blessings upon every field, without regardmg the
naime or rank of its owner.” “ The Lord visiteth the earth
with his goodness ; he watereth it with the dew of
heaven : he maketh it soft with showers ; he blesseth the
sprmgmg thereof.” ,
No where in nature are there traces of a partlal God
Some mequahtles indeed appear in the distribution of his
' bounty, but this must necessanly be the case, if creatures
are formed with - dlﬁ'erent eapacltles, ‘and endowed with
different degrees of excellericé. There can be no degrees
- in’ excell ence-— there can be no variety of orders and
ra.nks among mte]llgent bemgs, unless some are made
hlgher and some lower, some better and some worse than
others. “But how low in capacity, how dark and grovel- »
ling in apprehensxon, how little capable of estlmatmg the
benignity of the Author of its mercies, must be that mmd
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wlnch dreams that the Deltv is partlal because by dxf
fusmg évery where a' countless variety of capaclty, ex-
cellence; and hqppmess, he has adopted the i means of pro-
ducmg the greatest sum of’ enJoyment 7. R
#*The’ great thmgs which” make us What we ate, which
mmlster. to"the primary ‘wants, and which lie at the foun-
‘diition of the happiness of all animal and 'intelligent ba- -
tures, are always and every where the same. ‘Life itself
is'the same, wherever that wonderful power, which’ im-
parts to'a mass of clay. the: amazing properties of sensation
and intelligence has operated. Wherever a vital fluid
clroulates, from the lowest animal up to the hlghest hu-
mhan bemg, it flows to diffiise enJoyment. “Toall, mdeed
it does not 1mpart an equal sum of happiness, because it
could not do so, unless every object in nature wére ex-
actly alike; but to all it is the source of pleasure. Simple
existence i 1s a blessmg 3 simply to be, is happiness. And
this is the case with every race of animals,and with every
individual 'of every race. The Deity has made no dis-
tinction in the nature of the existence which he has given
to his creatures. He has ‘not made the act of existing
pleasurable in one and painful in'another; he has made
it the same in all, and in all he has made it happy. No
reason can be assigned for this, but that he is good to all.
Every appearance of partiality vanishes from ‘all his
great and sibstantial gifts. It is only in what is justly
' termed the adventltlous circumstances which attend his
bountles, that the least indication of it can be supposed to
exist ; yet narrow minds’ conﬁne their attentlon to these
adventitious clrcumstances, and hence’ conclude that he
is partlal in the distribution ‘of his goodness Whlle all hls
great and fandarmental bléssings are 's0 umversally ahd
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egually diffused, that they demenstrate him tabe'n Being
of perfect bepevolence. Now we ought: to reason froni -
the. great'to. the little, inot from  the little ‘to the"gi‘e'at'
We ought to say, Beganuse, in every thing of ] primary im-
pdxtp.nce ‘there is no appearance of partiality, therefore
there can ‘he really none, although in leSﬁebthlngs thew :
js some inequality in'the distribution of thie absolite sum
of emoyment not because - there is some meqnahty in .
lesser things, therefore, there must be partiality, although
there is no indication of it in any thing 'of real moment. .

- Jf to this consideration be added what bas already been
gp:gal;l;ghgd that even the most wretched of the human
race enjéy a great preponderance of happiness, it will -fur-
nish another decisive proof, that the Deijty desagned to
make all his creatures happy. :

- If we look inward on onrselves, and’ cons1der all the
paris which minister to the perfection and happiness of
our nature, whether animal or intellectual, we shall find
g farther copfirmatign of this great truth. Did not one
God fashion us?- Has he given to any one of us more
members thay to another ? Has he superadded te one, in
the use of an organ, in exquisite degree of enjoyment,
which he hag denied to angther? Are not all our organs
the same, adapted tn the same uges, and productive of the
seme gratiﬁcatigpp? . Has he not given teo all ﬂle sgme
u;te}hgence and, pleasure 1

. Tndeed, no one can imagine, that in the fonmatson nnﬂ
ggvemmgn,t of the world the Deity has been ipfluenced
by partiglity, without entertaining the most low and peu-
rile conceptions of his nature and conduct. When of one
piece of ¢lay he made an apimal without reason, and of
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zinother a man hefelt no niore pattidlity towmﬂs the clay
whlch formed tzhe man, thzm towards that of whreh ‘he
constmcted the ammal without reason.  But he, deter-
mmetl to: 1mpart enjoyment to an infinite variety of or
gamzed and: sensitive ereatures. It was necessaty to the
Peliectron of his plan, that there should be an smimal w1th—
_out reason 3 1t wWaSs: necessary that there: should: be ai miafi:
He therefore gave ‘to- each the: propertres It possesses..
Now, while we. suppose that he was.not influenced by
. pamahty, in the dlstmctron whrch ke has made betwee!a)
when he* proeeeded to form the specles, and still more the
mdrvrduaxls .he on & sudden changed the: principles of hig
conduct and acted solely. with a view to gra’mfy & capri-
cious fondness for one individual,and aversion to another
—that.classes and orders, those great lines of demarcation
between dxﬁ'erent ereatures; dos not proceed from- parti-
ahty, but that the slight. shades of: difference which: dis-
tmgmshl mdrvrdua]s from individuals.do.? Chn _8ny con-
ceptlonbe more peurile? Every blessing diffused over
the creation;. whrch is: of great or permanent- rmportance,
is. given, not: to mdrvrdua.ls, but to: the: speeied.. This is
the mva:nable law of natiire. : :
But, while the umversahty of the: diviae benevolence
will be: readily admitted, with respect to: the: blessings
wlnch ha¥e been.mentioned, many persons- believe: that
the. Deity acts: upon: a totally different. prmerple, with rew
gard: to the distribution of moral and spmtual fuvor, and
that’ he‘mvarrdbly confines ‘the commumcatxon of this’ de-
scnptron of o'ood to a fow chosen individuals. The, most
popular systems of relwxon whlch pzevaﬁ in the present
age are founded upen: this opinion. But if it be a fact;

- ?\
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that there. is no. pa.rtmhty in the pnmary and essentlal
gift of exmtence, in- llfe, consxdered as-a who:e, in the
minor ptopertles and. fehcxtxes of our nature in. our senses,
in our intellectual and Jooral facultles, and in the gratlﬁ-
cation of which. they are respectlvely the source —if all '
these great blessings agree in thls mportant clrcumstance,
that they are instruments of enJoyment to all, and that
the happmess they: actually do impart. is’ umversal——lt,
" must follow,. that there is no partiality in the dlstnbutlon
of moral and spmtual good. For why is thls Spmtual
good imparted to any? Why is it superadded to: the’
merely animal and intellectual nature of a smgle md1v1-
dual? It must be to perfect its possessor, and to make
him susceptlble ofa greater sum of enjoyment. "

We perceive, that in addition to mere animal exis-
tence, man is endowed with organs which constitute him
the most perfect of the creatures which inhabit the- earth
Why were these organs given him 7. ‘“Without doubt that
he might enjoy a higher degree of happiness' than-:the -
creatures beneath him. To-the organs which constitute
him a mere (though a- very perfect) animal, there: are
then superadded others which: impart -to him a raﬁena,l
and moral nature, with a view that he may enjoy a more
perfect happiness; but besidés all these, other- properties
are added, which exalt him still higher in the scale of
creation — properties, for the reception of which, the for-

mer only qualify him — properties which make him cap-
able of lovmg his Maker, and of enjoying him forever.
Why 1s he endowed with these? Certainly that-he may
enjoy a more perfect happmess than he could attain. with-
out them. Must not this reason then induce the Author
of these invaluable blessings- to ‘bestow them. upon the
race as well as upon a few individuals?
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“Let the mmd dwell for a moment upon ‘what-it is it
, rea]ly supposes, when it imagines that these propertles
are given to some ‘and’ demed to others.’ The difference
between the man who is capable of perceiving the excel-
.,lence of the great and perfect Bemg who made hrm, of
' lovmg hlm, and ‘of conforming to his character, and the
man who not only is not endowed with this’ capaclty, but
is 1mpelled by the principles of his nattre to hate the
Delty, is mﬁmtely greater than the difference between a
}worm and the most exalted of the human " race. For, if
before the rehgrous faculty begins to be developed there
appear no remarkable distinction between them, let them
.~ be observed after this principle has been called into actlon
and’ has operated for ‘some time. It will then be” seen,
that in their conceptwns, their occupatrons, axd their en-
Joyments they totally differ from each other— that they
‘hav_e‘hardly any 'thing in common ~~ that there is as great
a distinotion between them, as between the insect which
grovels in the dust,and the man who first measured the
distance of the stars, and taught us the laws by which the
universe is governed. Let the mind look forward to
eternity, and suppose, (as always is supposed,) that both
will progressively advance, each in his career, through
the ages of an endless duration ; how immeasurable dées
the distance between them become ! ,
:-Now the- difference ‘which is here supposed between
two beings of the same species is never found to exist:
There is nothm«r similar to it in the whiole range of that
part of the creation with which we are acqt_lamted Dif-
ferences between individuals of the same species are ob-
“servable, but there is nothing approaching the immensity
of this ‘inconceivable distinction. Whatever differendes -

N
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prevall are those ofdegree, not of Icmd Every mahndual
of the same .species has every, essentla] property the same -
as lus fellows but, here a. property mﬁmtly more. 1mpor-

~would be, is glven to one and demed to’ another. Thls
looks: not hke the work of Deity. Itisavastand sudden
'chasm in the plan of wondrous order, for which no pre-
paratlon is made, to Whlch we are, led by no pl;epara,tory
steps, for which nothmg can account, and which. nothmg
-can, reconcile. Tt bears upon it traces of the 1mpexfect
and; shoxt-s:ghted contrivance of man; it is- contradlcted :
by all. which we feel and know: of the works of God, and
© it-ought, to be driven from the mind of .ever.y rational
bemg, that the fair creation of the ADei._ty -may no. longer
be falsified by the deceptive medium through which it is
v1ewed a.nd that our Malger may not, be charged with

MAMMON WORSHIP.
‘BY. THE REV. Jn MART]NEA:U

Wrrnov'r mdulgmg in any sentunental declamatlon
against the pursuit and, inflience.of wealth, we may he
permitted to. feel, that thés is the: quarter. from which
specially, our mora] and religious sentiments are most in -
danger of being vitiated. The habits which produce the
danger may, be inevitable, forced, upon, us.by a hard social
necessity ; still in, bare self-knpwledge there. is self-pro-
tection. Fox,r,;, the: danger of g vice is not like. the. danger
. of.a pestilence, in which the. most uncenscious, aye the
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most safe 3 and. the fear of contagion, whxch mn the one
case ;-absorbs the poison into the veins of the body , repu]ses
m, ‘the. other the. temptatwn from the mind.. o
".The excess, to.which this master—passmn is. carned,pev—
v;qrgg our just and natural estimate of happiness. It-cans-
not.be otherwise when that which- is. but a. means: is
elevated -into: the greatest of ends; when -that which
gives command over some. bhySical comforts becomes-the
obJect of intense. desire than, all blessings intellectnal and.
moral, and, we live to get. rich, instead; of getting rich:
‘that. we may, live. The mere lapse of years is not life;
toeat.and drink and sleep: to be exposed to the darkness
and the hght to pace round in the mill of habit, and turn
the: wheel, of wealth : to make reason a book-keeper, and
tuin thought into, an implement of trade~this.is; not; life.
T all this, but a poor fraction of the: consciousness of hu-
manity is awakened: and the sanctities still slumber
which make it most worth while to be. Knowledge,
truth, love, beauty, goodness, faith, alone give: vitality to
the méc_hanism of existence ; the. laugh of mirth: that
vibrates through the heart, the tears that freshen the. dry;
wastes within, the music that brings childhood back, the
pxz__a,‘yei' that calls the future near, the doubt that makes US
meditate, the death which startles us with mystery, the
haxdshlp which forces us to; struggle, the. anxiety that
ends in trust—are the. true. nourishment. of ous natural
being.. .But: these things, which penetrate to the very
care, a,i_:_d;- marrow of existence, the votaries of riches are
apt.to:fly; 5 they like not any thing that touches the. central
and i,mmortal; consciousness ; they hurry away from, ocear
sions. of sympathy. into. the. snug retreat of self; escape
from. lifg into. the- pretended. cares. for. a livelihood ; and
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die at length ‘busy’ as- ever m preparmg the means of
llvmg ! JEREEEER S P S TR A SR P S
The despotlc temper, wluch is apt to be engendered by ’
wealth in one direction; is- naturally connected with ser-
vrhty in the opposrte. For the very same reason that we
regard those who are beneath us almost as if they were
our property, we must regard ourselves almost as if’ we
were the property of those above us.’ There is lrttle, I
fear, that is intellectual or moral in that sort of mdepend-
ence wlnch is the proverbral charactenstrc of our country-'
men ; it cons1sts either in mere churhshness of manner,
or in overbearmg tyrany to those of equai‘or ]ower grade.
It would be'inconsistent not to yield that respect to the
purse in others, which men are fond of claxmmg for it in
the_mselves ; and accordingly it s to be feared that in few
civilized ¢countries is there so much schphancy as in this;
SO many creatures ready to crawl round a heap of gold
$0 many msrgmﬁcant shoals gleaming around every great
_ship that rides over the surface of society. It is a grevi-
ous evil arising hence, that the Judgments and moral
feelings of society lose their clearsightedness and power 3
that the same rules are not applied to the’ estirnate of rich
and poor; that there isa rank which almost enjoys im-
munity from the verdict 6f a just public sentiment, where
the most ordinary qualities receive a mischievous adula:
tion, and even grave sins are judged lightly or not at all.
But it is a more grievous ill that the witchery thus
strikes' with ‘a foul blight the true manhood of the chil-
dren of God : — the marnhood, not of limbs or life, but of
a spirit fre¢’and pure ;— of an understanding open to all
trath, and venerating it too deeply to love it except for
itself, or baxter it for honor or for gold ; of a heart en-
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“lthralled by no conventronallsms, bound by no frosts of

custom, but the perenmal fountaln of all pure humanltres 5
ofa wxll at the mercy of no tyrant wrthout and no passxon
wrthm ofa consclence erect under all pressure of circum-
_sta.nces, and ruled by no. power inferior to the everlastmg
: rule of Duty s of aﬂ"ectrons gentle enoutrh for the humblest
lorrows of . earth loﬂ;y enough for the aspxnngs of the
vsk1es.y In such manhood, full of devout strength .md
open love, let every ‘one that owns a ‘soul see that he
stands fast, in its spirit, at once humane and heavenly,
vdo the work accept the good and bear the burdens, of
.hls hfe. Tts” hiealthful power will reveal the s1ckness of
our- selﬁshness ; and recall us from the- porsonous level of
our: luxunes and vanities to the revrvmg ‘breath and
mountam helcrhts of God: There could be no deliverer
}more true ‘than he who should thus emanclpate hlmself
and. us.. O' blessed are they who, for thé peace and
ornameént of hfe, dare to rely, not on the glories which
Soloémon affected, but on those which Jesus loved ; glories
which even Cod may behold with complacency— nay,
in which he shines himself; glories of nature, richer than
of man’s device; genuine graces, resembling the inimi-
tible beauties of the lilies of the field, painted with the
hues of heaven, while bending over the soil of earth. -

POVERTY is a sad thing, but there is no man so poor as
he is Who is poor in his affections and virtues.- Many a
house is full, where ‘the mind is unfurnished and the
heart is empty 3 ‘and no hovel of mere penury ever ought ‘
to be 50 sad as that house.—Deéwey.



172 . CHRIST THE IMAGE OF GOD.

CHRIST THE. IMAGE OF GOD. Lo

~BY REV. J. H. 'raom. .j' R

THE fullest and truest canception of Chmtmmty would
be obtained by developmv the sngmﬁcance of. tha.t deb.‘;
scnpnon of C}mst which represents him: as the Image of
God. An Image gwes ‘all the proportztms; of the: orlgmal‘,.v
though upon a smallet scale-—as when some boumd.less%
expanse of earth and sky is plctured; in every featuﬂe:, om _'
the, smallest ttssue -of tender nerves w1th1n the eye ’Ihub - A
when Chnst is called the. Image: of God,.it: is’ meant th&t"'
what God is on the- scale, of Infinity, — that Chnst 155,00
the scale of Humamty - God possesses every moral attrie
bute. that characterized Jesus, and in the same relatlons
to.each other,— but in an. infinitely greater and fu]ler
degree. The moral features:are, the same; — only, in the |
one-case, on the: scale of created being, — in the: other, on
the. scale of the eternaliand immeasurable Mind. .. Thus,
Christ’s spirit of Mezey; - is the Image of God’s Love;
Christ’s Holiness, of Goed’s I-Ioh_ness. - Christ’s active Geod-.
ness, of that Beneficence which worketh. ever, aid. in-
terrupts. its loving: comstancy by no Sabbath pause;
Chnist’s, union.of Sinlegsness:with compassion. for. Sin) the
image of that Holy yet forgiving Father, whose arms are
ever open to the wanderer, though he says to that holier
child who strays and wanders not “ Son, thou art ever
: dlﬂ'used through the Um,verse, and mall the wotkmgs of
Prowdence, was.concentrated Wlthln the soul, angd in the
person,, of. Christ, that he-might convey, dl.rectly a. repres -
sentation of God ‘to the.soul of Man. ¢ God, who. com-
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' manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
into. our hearts, to give the hght of the knowledge of the
Aglory. of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” If, then, we
would know the moral character of God, we have only to
lookxon the face of Jesus Christ, and then lift our thoughts
. and héarts to the Infinité Original. ' If Christ was merci-
fil 'to'man,~— then God is infinitely mereiful. " If Christ
was: forgiving to the penitent, and had no difficulty in
reconclhng his personal Holiness with the throb of - Mercy,
winthen: God is infinitely compass:onate, and his tender-
-ness, to the penitent is one form of his moral Perfectlon.
If there was ‘o unforgivingness in Christ, there can be no
unforglvmgness in God,~— for the Image must be faithfal
to the Divine Original. Whatever moral feature, then,
you. find in Christ, ascribe it to God with an infinite ful-
ness ;~and whatever moral feature you do not find in
'Chi"ist-,' aseribe it not to-God at all.

THE DISOBEDIENT INEXCUSABLE.
ANONYMOUS.

. Cax those who intentionally negleé't religion, who ha-
bitually disobey the Christian commands, offer any satis-
factory excuse for their neglect and disobedience, any
excuse. satisfactory to their conscience and their God ?

~ Are: net, the - Christian commands reasonable in their
requirements? . They require us to love Jesus Christ in
sincerity, to love our fellow men, as ourselves, tolove God
with our. whole heatt. 'God is the perfect Creator of the
Universe, the Father of all creatures, the: Ruler of all
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‘worlds. : Hls nature is essentially Love. He is-our. Father
in heaven. He has brought us into: exlsbence, ‘preserved
us.in bemg, and crowned our lives .with - his: goodness:
‘We always have héen, now are, and. ever shall: be;de+
pendent on_him for all we are, all we possess; all:we
enjoy, and all we hope for.- And is it not reasonable that
we should love supremely such. an- 'a]mighty', infiniteély
merciful, ever present Father?  Andif we love him: with
"our, whole heart, shall we not repent of all our. devxatmns
from his hol.y,laws and, thoroughly reform our erroneous
religious opinions, our sinful dispositibhs,iand our wicked
practices? Shall we not habitually worship him in:sin-
cerity, in spirit and in truth ; constantly cultivate feelings
of gratitude for his manifold favors, and cheerfully submit
to the ‘various dispensations of his unerring providence?
Shall we not repose unlimited confidence: in:his ‘wisdom
and love ; and earnestly strive to know more of his: chas
racter, perfections, and government? Shall we not con-
tinually aim to render unreserved obedience to his holy
will, and sincerely endeavor to become perfect even as he
is perfect? Is it not reasonable that we should cultivats
and possess this supreme love for God, and that our af-
fection shounld yield these fruits of Christian plety ? No-
thing can be more reasonable: -

Our fellow men are our brethren ; children of the same
parent, possessed of the same nature; entitled to the same
rights, and indulging the same hopes, with ourselves.
They are also partakers in our infirmities, our trials, and
our afflictions. They are necessary to our present support
and comfort, and equally probationers for a future state
of blessedness. Christ has died for their salvation, as
well as for ours; and they are equally dear to our com-
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mon Father? Is it not reasonable, then, that : we :should
love those whom God and Christ love? . And: 1f we' love‘
them as ourselves; shall we not mvanably seek ‘the- pro-
motion of'their happiness, as opportunity, condmon, aﬁd
circuhistances ‘permit ? - Shall: we' not assist, with ‘our
property;our counsel, and our sympathy, the poor, the
ignorant, and the aflicted? Shall we not deal justly
love mercy;and walk humbly ? * Shall we not bless those
who curse us, pray for those who perseéufe us, and for-
give those who injure us? * Shall we not wish well toall,
eveh.-our.ene’mies; and ‘ever do unto others as we wonld
have others do unto us? Is it not reasonable: that we
should thus love our fellow men, and that our love should -
produce these fraits of Christian -benevolence ? Nothmg
can be more reasonable.

-+ Jésug Christ is the well-beloved Son of God,the com-
missioned revealer of his will, the prin'Ce of peace, the
Saviour of the world. He came upon earth in poverty ;
an’d'labbred, ‘suffered, and died, that he might save us
from ignoramnce, error, sin, and death. - He left, for onr
instruction, the words of ‘eternal life; and for our imita-
. tion, a perfect elxample.-’ He arose from the grave, to de-

monstrate our immortality ; and ascénded to his God and
~ Father, to prepare marsions for all his -obedient follow-

ers. -And is it not reasonable that we should love such

a disinterested, such a compassionate, such an all-suffi-
.cient Saviour? ~ And if we love him in sincerity, shall we

not acknowledge him as the true Messiah, the Son of the

liﬁn‘g God, the head of the Christian church? Shall we
not prize his gospel as a most invaluable legacy, as the
words of eternal life ; and make them the only standard
of our faith and practice ? " Shall we not often contem-
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. pate his perfect character and .endeavor to umtate hw
spotless example ? . Shall we net seck: to imbibe much.of
his meek, and ,humble, and benevolent, and forgiving;and
devout spirit? Is it not reasonable, then, that we should
thus love our Saviour ; and ‘that our affection should pro-
duce these Christian fruits ?:- Nothing can: be. more‘rea-
sonable. Yes.. We must conclude that the- Christian -
commands are perfectly reasonable in their requirements..

.- Are the Christian commands tmpracticable Can. you
not love your fellow men, your Saviour, and your God;as
required ? You love other objects; your . friends; the-
world ; and the fruits of your affection appearin your con-
duct. Consequently, you possess all the natural affections.
of the human heart,and are not prevented from exercising,

religious love by any natural inability. , _

. Perhaps, however, you:plead a moral inability. Per-
haps you say that your nature is tfotally depraved, and
consequently you cannot obey your heavenly Father. . Do
you understand the meaning of this plea? You admit
that the Christian commands wete given by God,and
promulgated by Christ Jesus. You acknowledge that
they are reasonable in their requirements, and .that- diso-
bedience is threatened with tremendous, punishment:
Now if yon say that you..~-liavé no power to render the
required obedience, you in reality declare that God, who,
made man, and Jesus, who knew what was in man, are
either ignorant of man’s ability, or are cruel in requiring -
of him nnposs1b1ht1es, and will be unjust, should they

pumsh him for not pexforming duties, which he never had
power to perform So much your plea of moral mablhty
must prove. Far be it from our minds to accuse God
either of ignorance, or cruelty, or mJushce.' We have
ability to obey the Christian commands. :
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- But pethaps you plead & disinclination to the: perform:
ance’ of religious duties. “Whence arises this disinclina-
tion 1 Is it iatural oracquired ? Perhaps you say natural,
“fesulting from the fallen nature we have inherited from
~ our first parents. Not so. Reason, conscience, revela-

" tion, experience; assign a different cause for our disrelish
for -religions exercises. - God gives to every one all the
necessary -faculties for the performance of commanded’
duties. :I-.I_e.'places sufficient motives before those who
have the gospel; when properly considered, to excite them
to- their habitual performance. The disinclination is
therefore acquired ; acquired by immersing ourselves in
the cares and pleasures of the world ; by neglectmg the

study' of onr' own: hearts; and the holy seriptures ; by
‘disregarding the motives and sanctions of the gospel ; by
not cultivating pious affections, and religious habits. - And
I'would ask, if any one, who pleads this disinclination as
an ‘excuse for disobediencé, can cdnscientious]y say, that
he has-given the subject of religion his serious and perse-
vering attention.? — that: he has spent hours and days in
close self-examination,and a prayerful study of the sacred
gospel 7—that he has uniformly made a determined re-
sistence to the:wicked suggestions of earth-born passions
and ‘prdpensities, to the allurements of a deceitful world,
to:all- temptation. and sin ? — that he has used strenuous
exertions: to keep himself pure and unspotted. from the:
world, to do unto others as he would have others do unto
him, to love his- Saviour sincerely, and his God supreme-
ly?. If he has not done all this, and I fear his conscience
must test1fy against h1m ~his excuse:of disinclination re-
mains. unsatlsfactory, ‘and must 80 remain,. until he' has
made’an unsuccessful expenment But this' can never
VOL. 11.—NO. VI, 12
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be; fot no 'dde, who' sincerely endeavored tolove God,
-and Christ, and ‘man, ever failed of success ; ‘while thou- ,
v sands’ and tens of thousands have sucéeeded in securing
the one thmo' needful. This plea of mabxhty ‘and disin=
A c]matlon are both groundless; consequently, the' com-
: mands - are practicable ; and whoever suxcerely attempts
then' performance, is certain of success. -
Are,.the ‘commands wnnecessary? TIs not obedience to
‘ thém necessary to secure our présent and future happi-
ness? God gave us existence. He miade us for felicity.
 He fully understands the wants of our nature. -He is also
the author of: these laws.. He has given them solely for
our benefit. Consequently, they must be adapted to our
condition. 'Obedience to them must be: essential to'our
. ha;ppiness. ‘What is true in'theory,is established by facts.
Look at those’ who' live in habitual disobedience. Are
they not punished by their sin? - Are they ot tormented
either by bodily disorders, or. -mental ‘anguish, or pub‘lic
, censure, or legal enactments, or worldly wretchedness?
Most assuredly ; the way of transgressors is hard, On
the other hand, look to the real Chnstlan. Is he not
' happy ? —and do not his purest Joys arise from his reh-
gious obedience, his conscious integrity, his tranquil pas-
_sions,. his self-government, ‘benevolence and- piety ; his
" blessed hopes of a-happy immortality 7 Most * assur-
“edly. No one will deny that the virtuous character is
" rewarded in some considerable degree by his virtues, and
. the wicked character punished for his wickedness. : And
if our obedience is absolutely essential to our happiness in
tlus world it is "equally - necessary for our fehc:ty in’ the
" world to come. Because God is unchangeable his laws
_are unchangeable ; the d:stmctlon between' sin and Holi-
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ness is eternal 3 and nothmg but goodness can make the
“human soul happy in' any state of existence. Conse-
- quently our present and fature happiness depend on' our
obedience to the Christian commands, -~ - -
-.The ‘case then ‘stands: thus. These commands were
given to' make me good, that I might be happy. If I
obey them, I shall pass through this sinful world compara-
tively pure. My temporal enjoyments will be greatly in-
créased by my goodness. My present comfort will not
- be disturbed by a .guilty conscience. The pains of my
dying hour will ot be aggravated by a recollection of
past iniquity 5 or by fears of future misery.. And I shall
enter the eternal world prepared for its never ending feli-
city. . On the other hand, if I disobey these commands,
my soul will be defiled with sin.. My present peace will
be_ destroyed by the baneful effects of my wickedness;
and by the ever painful compunctions of an accusing con-
- science. My character will.be degraded’; and my com-
pany will be avoided by the wise and good. =My example
and influence may injure my friends, and ruin my off-
spring, and bring infamy on my name. The hour of
naturé’s dissolution will be embittered by a painful re-
membrance of the past; and be rendered’ agonizing by
fearful forebodings of the future. And the just rewards
of my mispent life will' await my entrance into etemnity.
Thus two alternatives are before me; a few years of
earthly-mindedness and sensual gratification, attended
with present unéasiness and self-reproach, and fiiture con-
‘demnation and 'misery ; or a few years of self-denial and
self-cultivation, atterided with ‘present satisfaction’and in-
ward joy, and future eternal felicity. = Which'does my.
reason prompt me to choose? -Unless it is Very' much
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perverted, nay, unless. it be . wholly perverted it will
will prompt me to prefer- happiness to. misery. Lookmg,
therefore, at the character of God, the commands of Jesus,
my own nature, and the experiences of the righteous and
wicked, T must acknowledge that obedlence to the Chns-
tian instractions is absolutely necessary to secure. my pre-
sent and future welfare... : DL

If then the Christian reqmremeuts are. reasonable, prac-
tlcable, and necessary, am I not. justified in saying, that
the intentionally negligent, the: habitually disobedient,-
have. no, satisfactory excuse for their own neglect and dis-
obedlence, no.excuse sat:sfactory to. their own consclence
ar their God. And ifIam living in this disobedience,. I am
daily acting contrary to my highest interest ; contrary to
the best feelings of my own nature ; contrary to the soundest
dictates of my reason ; contrary to the clearest convictions
of my conscience ; contrary. to my temporal and future
happiness ; contrary to the. revealed wishes of my Saviour
and my- God.

It is a false idea. that religion requires the. extermina-
txon of any principle, desire, appente, or passwn, which
our Creator has implanted. Ournature is.a whole, a beau-
tiful whole, and no part can be spared. You might as
properly and mnocently lop off a limb ﬁom the body,, as
eradicate any natural desire-from. the mmd All-our ap-
petites are in themselves.innocent and useful, mm1stermg
to. the genera). weal of the soul., -They are, like, the ele-
ments, of, the. natural world, parts of a wise and beneficent
system, but, like those:. elements, are; beneficien{ only
when restmmed.—Chaumng.
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9.
S ~ 4LACK OF OIL.”
' WANT OF RESERVED MORAL STRENGTH.

\ BY REV. DR. PUTNAM. |

- IHAvE seen the young man who had stored - himself
with the intellectual qualifications necessary for a reput-
able lifé, with good intentions, generous impulses, honor-
able sentiments, with intelligence, and agreeable man-
ners and an active spirit, he thought himself prepared for
all that lay before him, equipped for a creditable, success-
ful, self-governing caréer, and for as much virtue as’
would be requisite for safety and good repute in the
world. So he stepped forth with confidence and alacrity
upon the theatre of life. By and bye, of course, there
‘came a stress upon his principles, a draft upon his moral
resources, that he had not anticipated. Dangerous associ-
ates drew their wily and [invisible netsabout him. Plea-
sure plied him first gently and then stormily with its en-
chantments; New influences drew him by degrees from
his industry, his fidelity, his probity. Confidence slipped
mysteriously é,way from him. Evil predictions were
whispered of him by the sagacious. The aims of life
became gradually lowered in him, and the flame of good
aspirations: burned-lower and lower. A reckless aspect
stealthily came over him, that indescribable but unmis-
takeable look. He fell away from his good endeavors,
and his lamp went out, in a prodigal and worthless life,
in the slough of indolence, and sensuality and moral enex-
vation. There wasa fatal deﬁc:ency at the outset ~-and
it was swre to go out. -
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I have seen the maiden, who resembled her foolish
prototypes in the parable. She entered upon life gally
Her confidence was in her beauty, her taste, her. accom-
plishments, her intellectual quickness, her social attractive-
ness, her social position and connexions, and in such store
of romantic sentiments and fine-toned sensibilities as
-might easily pass, for a time, for religious affinities and a
semi-moral enthusiasm. By and bye:the real fdares‘and'
duties of life came. The illusions of* youth ‘passed away
as. they must. Accomplishments lost their  charm, and
beauty. its lustre. . The realities of life grew common-
place, as theyalways do. Life is not what it seemed in
her young dream. Romance flies from the' domestic
hearth. Suffering and sorrow come, and the stern trial
of her. strength and patience. Emotion, sweet before,
grows acrid now. Sentiment turns into fretfulness, and
enthusiasm to discontent and disappointment. - Duty is
burdensome, and home is insipid, and its ties a bondage,
and society a mockery. All this bitter falling off is cloak-
ed to the common eye under the show of good appear-
ances; but the feeling of it isth_e more intense for that.
Her life is a failure — her lamp is gone out; and well it
might go out — well it might —every page of Sdriptliré
and every lesson of human expenence predicted that it

would. o _ _ ,

I have seen a man, who at the outset designed to be
only prudent, industrious and enterptising, turn at length
“into. a sordid miser, his soul smothered under his gains,
his heart eaten up by the cankerous touch of his own gold,
and: the whole man, body and soul, bound' handdnd foot,
a helpless slave to the goods ‘of this world ; no, not its
goods, but the mocking shadow of its goods. His lamp
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has gone out; and how could it but go out, with such
shallow outfit as he started with 2.
- Thave seen the man who had too much conscience to

set out with the purpose to deceive and swindle, —he
meant only to be shrewder, more vigilant than others.
But in the drive of business, and amid growing exclte-
ments and larger baits, honesty faltered, and consclence
grew accomodatmg, and opportunity more inviting. In-
. tegrity slipped away little by little, he knows not when
or how, and now his whole heart is false, his whole char-
acter unstrung and demorahzed ‘His lamp has gone out,
and no wonder; as well might a pasteboard shxp breast
the surging waves of the sea. :

-So all around us, in every sPhere of hfe, lamp after
‘ lamp goes out in moral stench and darkness. And why?
of necessity and of course, for lack of oil, upon the same
principal that any human purposes fail, that depend on
forethought and accumulated resources and reserved
power; as character does, more esentially, more univer-
sally than any thing else. ,
_ -And now one inquiry more and Thave done. Whence
.shall we dérive those needful resources and that reserved
streng;th, .which are sure to be wanted? I answer, from
among the moral elements of the soul and the spiiitual
influences of religion, ’— in early and vigorous self-culture
and that uplifting, sanctifying spirit that comes from God
through Christ. '

. THE mind of man is capable of strange things, and
many an honest soul has tra.velled to heaven by a most
circuitous route.—G'cmnett ‘
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JESUS THE MEDIATOR
BY REV, H. WARE, JR. N

MeN have imagined, m theiri 1gnorance, that they could
not suﬂicxently mu]txply the objects of rehglous adoration.
But in the sxmphclty of that mxghty unjverse, which man’s’
1magmatxon cannot grasp, there is but one such obJect.
Men have fancied that they could not mterpose too- many
friends and advocates between thelr insignificance and.
the hlgh majesty of heaven ; they have crowded the ac-
cess with numberless mediators to solicit' benediction for
them, and have filled churches and altars and cloisters
with the images of saints who might pray for-them, ntil
the face of the great Supreme has been hidden, and their
dependence on him forgotien. But the simplieity of God’s
government rejects this crowd' of snitors, whom ‘man
would thrust forward to shelter his weakness,and appointa
oNE mediator hetween himself and hisbﬁ'spting —one to
be the medium of his communications to them, and of
their approaches to him. There is. One on the throne,
and One hefore the throne. When the supphant draws
‘nigh, his devotion is neither doubtful nor-distracted. -
‘knows that there is but One to be addressed ; he feels that
there is but-one by whom he may obtain access ;-and his
‘soul is sbsorbed in a single undivided act of trust and
praise. o

‘The title of Mediator is in four several passages ascribed
to Jesus in the New Testament. In order to understand
clearly its lmport we must consider that a Mediator is one
who acts between two persons or part1es. He is the MEDIUM
between them, the medium of intercourse or communi»
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cation.” And as such an one among men is needed, not
in'the ordinary current of affairs, but on occasions of dif-
ference or dissention ; it has happened that the name 'is
‘most usually given in the sense of a peace-maker, or one
who effects-reconciliation. In this sense it is doubtless
applicable to our Lord ; for one important -object of his
mission and religion is to reconcile men to God ; that is,
to-render them his friends by doing away their dislike to
his‘holy law, and uniting them to him in love and’ obe-
dience. Hence God is said % to be in Christ reconciling
the world to himself.” And to this end; it is .Written,
¢ it pleased the Father that in him- should all fullness

' dwell, and, having made peace by the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things to himself.”

Tt is-not, however, in this sense only, but in a more ex-
tended sense, that we are to understand this title ; as in-
dicating not only one who makes peace, but one who, in
a general-sense, is the medium of communication between
God and man. This is the’ meaning which the word
bears in the New Testament. Thus Paul says, speaking
of the law (Gal. iii. 19), “ it was ordained by angels, in
the hand ofa mediator.” What is meant by Moses being
thus called the mediator of the law, may be learned from
his own language in speaking of the same transaction
(Deut. v. 5): « I stood between the Lord and you at that
time, to show you the word of the Lord.” In this instance
the name is manifestly given 'hiha, not in the restricted
sense of a peace-maker, but in that of his being the me-
dinm of communication. In no other sense is it applied
to Moses. |
" Tt is obviously in the same sense applied to Christ in
‘the Epistle to the Hebrews (viii. 6), where he is styled
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“ the mediator of a better cove,nian_t’, established upon.bet- '.
ter promises,” than that of Moses.. Now as Moses;was
mediator of the ancient covenant, inasmuch ‘as. thtoﬁgh
‘him it was communicated to the -people ; it must be in
the same sense that Jesus is called the « Medxator of a
better covenant.”. . ;

_ This.example serves to define and settle the term mlts .
application to-our Lord, and teaches us how to understand
it in the other passages.in which it -occurs. Thus when
theapostle contrasts the mildness. of the new dispensa-
tion with the terrors which accompanied the introduction
of the old (Heb. xii. 24), he mentions « Jesus, the Media-
tor of the new covenant ;”’ evidently as.the chosen mes-
senger of love by whom it was brought. rE _

In the same sense we are to understand. h1m (Heb ix.
15) where he speaks of the Mediator as having died that
he might certify the new covenant and render. it % of
force” ; as all testaments, he adds, are requu'ed to be ra-
tified with blood. So also are we to interpret the t1tle in
1 Tim. ii. 5, For there is one God, and one Mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” It has
_pleased God to have intercourse with his creatures, to es-
tablish with them a covenant, and pledge to. them his
promises. He through whose instrumentality this is done,
is for that reason called “ the Mediator between God and
men,” ¢ The law came by Moses,”-who was thus the
mediator of the old covenant ; “but grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ,”” who was thus med;ator of the new. By
the same channel of mediation, God has also appointed
that his offspring shall have access to him, through him
“ come to the Father,” and ¢ in his name” address their
praises and supplications. “Iam the way,and. the truth,
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and the life ; no man cometh nnto the Father but by me.”

“There are thus two divisions under which the office of
mediator presents itself: the one, as brmgmg down to
men' the messages of God the other, as bearmg up to God
the oﬁ'enngs of men. e

RELIGION IN DOMESTIC LIFE.

ANONYM"oUs.' ‘
- 'RELIGION is necessary to render domestic life a scene
of "unihte'rmpted enjoyment. ~Marriage was designed by
our heavenly Father to be a source of the most perfect
temporal happiriess. And when the religion of Jesus
exerts its governing and sanctifying -influence on the
heart and life; and causes the wedded pair to cultivate
mutual friendshipand affection ; to be uniformly kind and
obliging ;- accommodating and forbearing ; charitable
~and forgiving ; patient, and contented, and cheerful ; and
truly devoted to the promotion of each other’s welfare —
this benevolent design is answered, and this present of
earthly felicity is secured. But when this is not the
case,  as sometimes happens ; when those are united who
have no correct knowledge of each other’s characters ;
'v&hosfe' tastes, aiid d'ispositions, and habits are unlike ; and
over whose feelmgs, and passions, and conduct Christian
prmcxples ‘exercise no controllmg power, the wise plan of
prov1dence is fustrated Thence anse those’ complamts

'd1fﬁcult1es, ‘that unkind treatment and alienation of
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affection, . ‘which render this-connection a state ij conteh-;
tion, discerd and misery. . NS

. But this'is not all. The example of paxents is ever.
carefnlly watched and imitated by, their children. ' If the
injunctions of the Gospel are habitually disregarded by.
the parents ; if the words of profamity, and falsehood; and
passion often fall from their lips; if the trifles of earth,
the failing of acquaintances, the tales of paésing scandal,
the means and measures of acqun'mg popularity - and
wealth ; and the follies, and fashions, and amusements of
gay life constitute the chief subjects of coversation ;,if
the supply of animal wants, and the gratification of vain
desires, and. the promotion of temporal aggrandizement
are made the principal objects of attention and pursuit ;
if no decided respeot is shown for undeviating rectitude
and moral goodiess; if the word and ordinances of God
are slighted; and they attend the sanctuary. only in
compliance with fashion, or habit, or & love of excite-
ment and display ; — if the Christian instruction of their
children' is neglected; if the good seeds of virtue are
never implanted on their tender minds; if the pernicious
weeds of vice and ungoverned passion are suffered to
spring up and flourish nnchecked ; if they are permitted -
to resort to places of idleness and dissibation for amuse-
ment and companions; after such an.education, if they
become useful and religions members of society, it will
not be in consequence of the example and instruction of
their -parents. They may indeed, as some few have
done, break the shackles of ignorance and irreligion, and
become ornaments in our Christian community. Bat
this ig scarcely probable. For they will be. peculiarly
exposed toso many temptations ; to temptations from their

-~

+
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own undiscipled passions and ungoverned desires ;. from
thoughtless and proﬂlgate companions ; from vice and in-
ﬁdehty, which will beset them in every form ; that there
is. danger; great danger, of their becommg pests to the
community, scourges to their friends, and curses to them-
selves. And all this: would be but. the natural conse-
quences of the examples they have imitated, the instruc-
tions, they have received, the principles they have im-
 bibed, and the habits they have formed, while under the
patemal roof. .
_ On the other hand, if the parents endeavor to regulate :
their conduct and their household by the .precepts of reli-
gion ; if they are kindly attentive to each other’s wishes
-and ‘wants, mild and equable in their tempers, circumspect
and amiable in their manners, true and candid and im-
proving in their conversation if they manifest the sym-
pa.thies of an expansive benevolence, and exhibit the
fruits.of genuine goodness and unaffected piety ;— if'pa-
rental diseipline and instruction be added to this worthy
example ; and their offspring are early taught to obey the
dictates of their parents, their reason and their Maker; if .
their risings of rebellious passion are checked and con-
trolled ; and they are aided in forming habits of truth,
honesty, industry, self-government and virtue ; if they are
assisted in cultivating cheerful, contented, happy disposi-
tions ; if they are instructed to look upon the honors; emo-
luments, and pleasures of this world as uncertain, tem-
porary and unsatisfying ; and upon Christian goodness as
the one thmg truly essentla.l to their happinéss in every’
- period of their existence ; if they are induced to believe
that the religion- of Jesus is a oertain gulde to. peace, use-
fulmess, respectability and salvation ; and that God is their
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éver present, unfiling’ Friend and - Father — thus’ édu-
. cated by precept and example, they will be preparéd. for
the evils that are in the world. " And 'thongh they inﬁy
leave the bappy scenes of mfancy and childhood with re-
gret, they will soon'secure the esteem of all who Enow
them ; they will be blessings to their friends and orna-
ments of society. And should they be greatly exposed to
‘the mﬂuence of corrupting example, -in the moinent of
strong temptation, if their early impressiohs, their virtaous
habits, their Christian principles will not save them from
ruin, there is good hope they will be saved by the remem-
brance of a virtuous homie; by the recollection of a
brother’s affectionate -warnings, a father’s agitated coun-
tenance, a sister’s earnest entreaties, a fond mother’s
tears. Ifthen we would have uninterrupted happmess "
in our family circle, we must cherish- religion on the do-
mestic altar. Her heavenly influence must purify our
motives, refine our feelings, mould our dispositions; ele-
vate our affections, dignify our conversation, ‘and direct
our conduct. Then we shall have felicity in our own
bosoms, and the same blessing will rest upon our depend-
ants and chlldren :

OBERLIN TRACTS
Tue following brief tracts were orlglnally issued from
the # Oberlin Press,” a pnvate printing establishment be-
longmo to the Rev. P. P, Carpenter, of Wa,rrmgtor[, Lan-
cashire, Exgland :— : = :

OBERLIN TRACTS, NO, 4«3 ,
What advantage then hath. the Christian ?

" That he is brought mto a state of reconcﬂlatmn and-
peace with God
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'I'hat the Almlghty, the All-wxse, and the All-merclful
is hiis Friend :

_That he is in union.and commumon with hls Heavenly
Father

-'That from henceforth he is one W1th God and w1th
'Chnst

. That his members, his hands, his heart, his feet,are the
very niembers of Christ : - :

That he is not his own, but Christ’s :

. "That even his life is hid with Chnst in God:

-That God unceasingly works in him, to will and to do
~of his good ‘pleasure :

.That; as a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without
-dlvme permission, so nothing can happen to the Christian
without God’s ordination :

-'That even the very hairs ofhis head are all numbered :

That nothing can have any power agamst him, except
it be given from above: ,

.- That therefore everything which happens to him is a
message from God unto him,sent specially by his Hea-
venly Father, and calling for holy obedience, submission
" and resignation to the divine will so mamfested

That therefore no evil can happen unto him:

.That everything without him is ordained,in infinite
wisdom, and almighty and unbounded love towards him ; H
— 50 perfectly that if he had the control of all the wide
. universe of being, and of all the course of events around
him, he: could alter nothmg for his own greater good or
advantage :.

And all these blessings are secured to him for evermore,
on one single realised condition ;— that sin, which is’ the
working of his own self-will, the only evil, is to be avoid-
ed, shunned and overcome in the power of God; for.
which divine work, divine grace and divine aid is pro-
mised to all who ask it and continue to ask it of God in
3mcer1ty and truth, in the name and spmt of the Lord

esus. .

My friend, do you feel in your own. heart that these
blessmgs are yours? If not,I beseech you senously to
ask: yourself “ Why am I NoT a Clmstm'n »o

' What hmders you from being a Christian ?

-Is it that Christians are squabbling among themselves
about doctrines, and so you leave them alone till they
have settled the first points? It is not for them to settle
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the first: points, but for yau, i the wordls of Jesus' Chiist
himself,  The first of all the commandments ijs, :tHou
shalt Jove the Lord thy God with all thy heart ; and thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” - :

1Is it that most Christians teach such' strange - doctnnes-,

that they go against your reason? You are not: bound
to: believe ‘them unless ‘they are clearly: taught .in the
Scriptures; and even then, if you cannot understand them; ,
take what is plain and live by that; and wait till God by
his spirit .teaches yon more. - Be assured: that he will
teach you, if you give yourself up to be led by him: - Re-
llglon does not consist in believing a creed; butin submit-
ting the heart to God, and leading a holy life: through
faith in Jesus Christ. He himself declares; «“ The words
that I spake unto you, they are spirit and they are life.”

Is:it that you have no wish to ge a Christian'? that you
do not care for all these glories that God has offered ; nor
fear the woes that he has denounced against d:sobedxence 1
If s0, yours:is a sad case, for God accepts no unwilling ser-
vice. Before the Lord Jesus will do anything for you he
will ask, ¢ Dost thou desire to be made whole ?”.: Surély
you are not so happy and satisfied Wlth your state ‘that
you have no wish to improve ?

- Is it not that yow have no faztk in Christ ? You believe
fast enough all that relates to your own gain and. plea-
sure, but you do not believe his words. But remember
his-awful langnage of authority, ¢ He that rejecteth- me,
and receiveth not my words,-hath one that judgeth him:
the Word that I have spoken, that same SHALL JUDGE HIM -
tn the last day.”

And why bhave you no faith in him ? Is it not that you
love and practise SIN ? - You seek your own pleasure, in
eating and drinking, in amusement, perhaps in horrible
formication or uncleanness, perhapsin cheating and covet-
ousness, perhaps in lying and: slander, perhaps in hatred
and envy, perhaps in hypocrisy and double-dealing ;—
perhaps in none of these, but in some other evil thing that
you do not dare to bring to the hght, and yet Wlll not'
give up.

It is this that really keeps yow from bemg a Ckrzstzan.
‘Whatever it be, flee from it as you would from a raging
fire or a flood of many waters. - Pray to be delivered from
it, as.yon would if you were: drowmng in a. shxpwreck '
“ The wages of stn IS DEA TH> - .



