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Tae Synod of the Maritime Provinces
in connection with the Church of Scot-
land, will meet (D. V) pursuant to ad-
journment, in St. Aundrew’s Church,

ew Glasgow, on Wednesday, 21st Oc-
tober, at 10 o’clock, a. m.

W. McMiLLAN, Synod Clerk.

By appointment of Synod, the an-
nual collection for the Foreign Mission
falls to be made on Sabbath, 25th
October.

———

AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS

Will please bear in mind that the amount
of indebtedness for old accounts up to the
end of last year was $169.07 ; and, since
the meeting of Synod, but a very small
trifle of that sum has been received. This
hint is given to those to whom we have
furnished a private statement, but which
they bave failed to answer. Let us not be
obliged to report the same deficit again,
friends. We are also very much behind-
band with the publishers for the prea
ent year's issue, and beg to ask our agents
to remit, at their earliest convenience, any
sums that may be in their possession, on
account. We have not a siugle acknow-
ledgment to record this montb, and our
ex are about $80. We wish to be
able, in sending out our circulars next
month, to have uufdw I“ balances still due”
to report as possible. It is wore satisfac-
tory to all ooncerned ; and will emable us
10 meet our obligations, which at present
are a standing rebuke.
W. G. PENPER, Sec’y.
28 Blowers St., Halifax, Oct, 6.

QUR FOREIGN MISSION.

Tbe Report of the Foreign Mission
Committee, as submitted to Synod, was,
on the whole, a rather discouraging one.
The retrospect for the year wasgloomy,
for the future there was anxiety. How-
ever, one bright spot relieved the dark-
ness of the shadowy picture—one fact in
the yearly review cheered the drooping
spints of the friends of the scheme, and
that was the voluntary offering of another
life-sacrifice to the cause of Christ among
the heathen. And, since our last issue,
this herald of glad tidings has left our
shores for the scene of her labors among
the women of India. This intimation
wis followed by a second, altogether un-
expected—and therefore all the more
calculated to revive the hopes of the
Committee—in which the esteemed
minister of Richmond Church indicated
his readiness to accept an appointment
to the Foi.‘gn field whenever and wher-
ever the Church saw fit to send him.
These were indeed favorable tokens of
God's favor, showing us that the instru-
ments for the accomplishment of His par-

are being prepared by Himself,
and that the Church’s duty is to co-ope-
rate in His all-wise plan.

There were three points dwelt upon
in the Report which tended to awaken
the anxious thought of those who feel
concerned about this branch of our
Church’s work. These were, 1st. The
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very critical position of our mission on
Sarto, arising largely from the severe
sufferings of our missionaries—Mr. and
Mrs. Goodwill— during a long period of
ill-bealth. 2nd. The fact that for over
a twelveraonth no word had reached
the Church from our missionaries on
Eromanga—Mr. and Mrs. Robertson.
8rd. That there had been a serious fall-
ing off in the contributions to the fund
for the past year,so much o, that, if
continued, this most important scheme
will be imperilled in its operations. With
reference to the first ground of discour-
agement, we are sorry to be unable to
lemen it in the slightest degree. All we
know is, that Mr. Goodwill has returned
to his post after a short stay in Austra-
lia ; but, unless his health and that of his
partner has improved, we do not see
that he can work effectively under such
great and trying disadvantages. Fer-
vent prayers, we trust, ascend to the
Throne of Grace on their behalf, from
all our people, that the good Lord may
restore them, and make plain their duty
for the glory of His name. It affords us
unmingfed Joy to be able to lay before
our readers iateresting letters from Mr.
and Mrs. Robertson, which remove the
second source of anxiety. These let-
ters, we are sure, will be read with inter-
est, and lead toa revival of the faith of
our le in the eavee in which they are
engaged, and have the effect of arousing
them to a sense of the solemnity of their
engagements with their missionaries,
who are toiling in those far-off benight-
ed islands for the spread of the gospel
and the glory of God. We have no
doubt but this prolonged absence of in-
formation from the field has been pro-
ductive of the third cause of anxiety,
viz.:—the alarming decreare in the
Church’s contributions toward the fund.
‘We cannot believe this has arisen from
any indifference on the part of our peo-
ple, or that they are regardlese of the
calls of the heathen upon them ; bat ra-
ther that the condition of uncertainty
in which we were placed led to a partial
suspension of effort in this particular di-
rection. Of this we ought to be parti-
cularly careful. It must be remembered
that communication with the South Sea
islands is by nomeans frequent, and it
sometimes occurs that letters are written
for months before there is an opportuni-
ty of despatching them.

THE MONTH&Y RECORD OF

But there may be some who look upon

it as vain work, this sending of the (Gos-
| to the heathen. One objection that

18 sometimes urged is, that missionaries
lrave lived and |abored among them for
years, and no fruit is discernible—at least
for a very long time, and money is thus
thrown away, when it -night have been
used to much more advantage else-
where. There is nothing so natural as
that peogle should expect to see the
fruit of their_efforts ; but fruit should'not
be expected too soon. Just think for a
moment of some of the difficulties to be
encountered in a work of this kind. To
establish 2 Foreign Mission is an under-
taking of no small magnitude. It is very
different from Home Mission enterprises.
For one thing, the climate is unfavorable
in most instances. The most robust frame
has to succumb to the debilitating influ-
ence of fever and other diseases. Not
many missionaries can stand it more
than a few years without a change. And
how can we expect great thingsof a
man with gradually declining health ?
He may be able to effect changes, in the
strength of God, which will result in pro-
moting something like a new state of so-
ciety, and which gmh workers may carry
on unto completion; but we must not look
for too much from the breakers-up of the
way. Then there is a langmage to learn.
That of itself is a formidable difficulty,
and a long time must elapse ere the
missionary can make himself thoroughly
understood by the natives. Let us just
place ourselves in their circumstances,
with the advantage of civilization and
education in our favor, and how would
such a project work? Let a man come
amcng  us, speaking in an unknown
tongue, from a distant country, to ex-
plain the working ofthe particular fornv
of government under which he lived, or
illustrate the benefits of certain institu-
tions, and show how suitable they are to
the wants of man ; and how long would
it take him to reach the public ear? and
if he did at last succeed 1 acquiring our
lan , how many degvotees would
likely listen to his story ? And ifany
did listen, how many would venture to
follow him ? And again,how long do the
most beneficial reforms require to be agi-
tated hnd pressed upon publicattention—
to be argued over and discussed in every
ible light, ere intelligent people can

e convinced of their soundness and
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safety ? Send an English-speaking min-
ister to preach to a Gelic congregation,
and will have the same result.—
Then why expect barbarians, wed-
ded to their vices, accustomed by long
usage to their own way of doing
things, to be immediately captivated by
men of whom they seem to have an in-
born hatred, and who are looked nwpon
as their natural enenies, only to be got
out of the way at the first favorable op-
portunity ?  How can we expect them
to conform to the habits of civilized lite,
to show alove for that of which they
know nothing, and which it is impos-
sible for any European to convey to
them intelligibly until they can master
the language? Besides, ur mission-
aries tell us these people are natural-
ly deceitful, cowardly, ignorant and vi-
cions. and therefore unsusceptible of
spcedy improvement, either wentally,
morally, or spiritually. With all our
appliances at howme, how many ot the
lower classes in any one of our large
cities, where churches abound—where
the restraints of society check in zome
measure the excesses to which they
would go-were those restraints removed
—where organizations of every coneeiv-
able kind seem to exist for the special
object of elevating, enlightening and
Christianizing the masses—how many
of the lower classes, we say, are brought
inte the Church of Christ, and added to
tlie communion rolls, in a year? We
venture to say—not a dozen. Then
how can we be 50 sanguine as to look
for wonderful results, accomplished
through the instrumentality of one weak
missionary, unaided and alone, battling
with hisown personal and doestic trials,
surrounded by pagavism, and ignorance,
and lawlessness, often discoura.ged and
fainting under his burdens, and 1n daily
terror, oftentimes, for his very life, and
the lives of those depending upon him ?
We cannot expect these blinded crea-
tures to have their spiritual eyes opened
in a day, or their moral natures culti-
vated without long and patient labor.
So long as our missionaries are faithful
and zealous, we can have no just ground
for lessening ovr sympathy and support.

But have we not seen abundant fruit,

even to our own shame? Look at’

Aneityum—a wholeisland Christianized,
~od that within a comparatively short
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space of time. Read Mr. Robertson’s
letter. He has had thirteen new mem-
bers added to s Church since he set-
tled on dark Eromanga. Has every con-
gregation in our Church as bright a re-
cord as that, considering- the condition
of society? God has not promised,
however, that we shall always see the
fruit of our labors. It is ours to toil on,
to work while the day lasts, to hold out
the light to those who are sitting in
darkness and in the shadow of epiritual
death, to help those that are unable to
belp themselves—for we are our bro-
ther’s keeper.

For the very reason given above—be-
cause the masses at howe are unmoved—
some people object to Foreign Missions
altogether. They say, * Take care of
the heathen at liome before you send
missionaries to the heathen abroad.”
When we hear such an argument, it re-
minds us of the story of a witly clcr%;'-
man who issaid to have informed his

eople at the close of the sermon that Le
intended in a few days te go on a mis-
sion to the heathen. After the congre-
gation was dismissed, a number of the
mewmbers waited for their pastor, and,
crowding around bim, expressed their
astonishment at the new turn in his af-
fairs, asking him where be was goi*.g,
and how long they would bedeprived of
his ministrations. He quidtly said to
them,-—“ My good friends, do not be
alarmed—1I am not going out of town "
Yes, there are heathen at home, and we
want no surer indication of it than this
mode of reasoning. Now apply this prin-
ciple to business, or worldly matters, if
w0 may use such a comparison ; and we
hope it will not be considered excessive-
ly odious, since the prophets compare
the procuring of gospel blessings to
“ buying wine and milk without money
and without price,” and our Saviour
speaks of the Kingdom of Heaven as a
s treasure hid in a field, which, when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy
thereof g :th and selleth all that be hat!
and buyeth that field. ” Well, does a
merchant refrain from introducing the
articles of his trade to any other coun-
try because all the citizens of the place
in which he lives do not see the value
of his wares? Will a man withhold
hetp from the members of hLis family
who are absent and needy, because
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those under his own roof fail to
appreciate bis bounty ? So, is the lamp
of Tife to be provided only for those who

ersistently refuse to wn{k beneath the
influence of its benignant rays, and with-
held from the people who are stumbling
about in the mire and filth of their own
degradation, ping in the darkness
for the light that never comes? It is
too late in the day to talk about the
feasibility of a Church engaging in the
work of Foreign Missions. It is a ne-
cessity ; and the Church or congregation
that has no interest in it is recreant to
its duty, and fails to realize its Tesponsi-
bility to its Head~ Foreign Missions
are the evidences of the zeal of the
Church—the outcome of the life that ie
in it. Our own is ove of the latest born,
and glad are we to be able to say we
support one. And let us do it heartily !

Let us ask the objector why is it that
the “ hesthen at home” are not convert-
ed ? It is patent to every one that the
means of grace are sufficiently abundant
in our land for the conversion of every
sinner in it. Therefore it is not from
lack of ordinances that they remain un-
saved. It is not because the offer of salva-
tion is withheld, but becaase it is not
taken advantage of. Itis not because the
number of churches are few, for those we
have are seldom filled. It is not because
the gospel is less powerful, or the preach-
ing less suited to the capacities of men
now than in days gone by, but because
people have a stronger love for the
worl, its allurements and their sins. It
is not because there is not light enough,
but because they love darkness rather
than light. It 18 not because God’s
grace is withheld from them, but because
thev will have none of it. It might as
well be asked, Why did Christ send out
the apostles before the whole city of Je-

rusalem became His followers ? Why sag

did He not remain there Himself until
all men acknowledged Him? The an-
swer is simple, “ Because of their unbe-
lief” Soit is now. The * heathen at
home” have the light shining nmons
them, have the offers of salvation presse.
upon them for their acceptance; the
heathen of the South Seas have not yet
had that opportunity ; and it is our pri-
vilege and our duty to give it to them.
Then, and not till then, will our skirts
be clear of our brothers’ blood.

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

Think of the work—what a glorious
oneitis!  Our Saviour Himself inaugu-
rated it by coming from heaven tg earth
to redeem us, His erring childred. He
lived and laboured for thirty years, mak-
ing to Himself' a people who were not a

ple, subduing to Himself the rebel-
ious sons of men and making them sons
of God. He met with opposition stron
and deceitful. and was at last betraye
by one of His own followers. How often
bave the annals of missions recorded a
similar fate of His devoted followers.
Can we lgrofess friendship to Him, and
despise His command to send the gospel
to every creature ? Then think of the
vastness of the work—the millions of
earth’s suffering ones who are still bound
by the chains of error and superstition,
and crying for deliverance. Think, also,
of the difficulties of the work—what
amazing depths of degradation are yet
to be explored; what blindness is yet
upon the eyeballs of those who know not
God; what sinks of vice and crime are
*scattered throughout the earth! And
think, too, for encouragement, what has
been and is still being accomphished
through the agency of the Church and
the devoted servants of the Lord, who
leave home and friends, associations,
comforts, privileges, all, to assist our
fallen, wretched, debased fellow-crea-
tures in attaining unto the likeness of
Him in whose image man was at first
created.

Let us, then, unite together and do
what we can by our prayers and our
means to hasten this desirable end, until
from even the South Sea Islands we can
hear the distant echo coming over the
wide waste of waters, as those once neg-
lected ones join in the same glorious en-
te.prise, and send their heralds to other
lands, with the divinely-inspired mes-

3 —
¢‘Salvation! O Salvation!
The joyful sound proclaim,
Till each remotest nation
Has learn: Messiah’s name.”

e
MEETING OF SYNOD-
Before our next number will be issued,
the Supreme Court of the Church will
have met, and decided upon the all-im-

portant matter of Union, as the mecting
of Synod takes place in New Glasgow
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on the 21st inst. Last month we gave
a plain statement of the aspect of the
question at that time, and since then we
bave heard nothing further than that the
congregation of Saltsprings, in Pictou
County, after hearing the statement of
one of the delegated, still votes against
the Union; and that the congregation
at St. John’s, Newfoundland, has de-
cided unanimously in favor of it.—
No reports have reached us from any
other quarter up to this date. The
editor of the Canada Presbyterian
has taken the trouble to prepare a
statistical table, which gives at a glance
the numerical and financial strength of
the negotiating Churches, and also fur-
nishes a comparison with other bodies.
The number of Presbyteries in the Uni-
ted Church will be 46, thus :—

In the Canada Presbyterian Church, 1

there are............ v .00
¢ Church of Scotland in the Upper
Yrovinces ....o.c0i.0 siiiene 11
¢ Pres Church, Lower Provinces.. 1¢
% Church of Scotland in the Lower
Provinges.......o00 senvenian
48

The following congregational figures
arc taken from the most recent Church
Statistics :—
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% There are thus”, says the editor,
“over one thousand congregations,—
many of course being ¢ double charges’
—and one hundred and twenty-one
openings for additional ministers in
¢ vacant charges.” The average stipend
is $810. There are siz colleges, in all
of which, save one, divinity classes are
taught—Queen’s College at Kingston
being endowed with University powers.

“ Each of the churches in question
has a fund for the benefit of Ministers’
widows and orphans. That of the first
named in the Schedule, has a capital of
$77,089, and an annual revenue of 8$16,-
234. The second has capital, $73,153 ;
revenue, $9,018. The third has $20,-
000 invested, and the fourth has just
commenced to create a fund, for which

urpose $3,661 have been collected.
9he aggregate of these funds is $162,-

21.

* [According to the Census of 1872
the nuinber of adherents in the Domin-
ion belonging to these four Churches is
over 569,000. The Church of England
numbers 494,049, and the Wesleyan
Methodists 378,513.]1"

Are not these figures inspiring to
every lover of his church, when he re-
flects that from a denomination of
forty-one congregations, we become, by
uniting, over one thousand! May the
Great Head of the Church Himselt pre-
side oven the meetings of tke Court, and
guide, by His wisdom, all its delibera-
tions for the furtherance of His own
glory, and the spread of peace and love
and concord among all men!

B S . A ——

METHODIST RE-UKION IN THE DORINION.

The three Methodist Churches, name-
ly, the New Connexion with 91 minis-
ters, the Eastern B. N. A, with 217,
and the Canada Corference with 701,
have united together, and now form the
Methodist Church of Canada with 1009
ministers and 102,238 communicants.
The first General Conference of the
united church has been held in Toronto,
and, from the accounts received, it
secms o have been a meeting—
one worthy of the occasion. Ex-Gover-
por Wilmot, of New Brunswick, was
called to the chair while a President
was elected. The choice of the Confer-
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ence fell on the venerable Dr. Ryerson
for permanent President, and Revd. D.
D. Currie, of Charlottetown, P. E. I,
was elected Secretary. Our Lower
Province men, such as Hon. 8. L. Shan-
non and Rev. Mr. Lathern, of Halifax,
Dr. Allison, ex-Governor Wilmot, and
others, seem to have taken a prominent
part in the proceedings. The welcome
meeting was a most enthusiastic one.
“ Some of us felt,” says the Wesleyan,
“ ag we never felt before, that Canada
is & nation—one and indivisible~ with
§randest. poesibilities before it. One
eeling, that of loyalty to God and
country, animated every heart.”

Such unions and such meeiings do
more to bind the nation together, and
stimulate patriotism, than all that mere
legislation can do. They bring living
men r.o%tber from all points of our
land.  Sympathies and interests are
cultivated. ‘The church life and the
national life are felt to be co-extensive,
and the one strengthens the other.

The Episcopal Church throughout
the Dominion has also united, and held
its first General Synod in Montreal.
The most interesting feature of the
Synod was the presence of Bishop
Selwyn, formerly of New Zcaland, and
now of Litchfield, one of the noblest
men in the Church of Christ. Cheering
accounts were given of the interest felt
in Britain in our great north-west.
Large sums bhave been collected by
Bishop McLean of the new Saskat-
chewan diocese for its endowment.

All these unions are significant signs
of the times. The day of discord and
schisms is over; and the church is
eutering on & new era. They show,
too, how closely movements in Church
and State are connected. We cordially
welcome tuem, not only because we
are Christians, but because we are
Canadianz.

The three largest Protestant denomi-
nations in Canada are the Episcopal,
the Methodist, and the Presbytertan.
The first two have got the sttt of us ih
consummating union. They wust not
get too far ahead.

e

REev. G. M. GRANT is at presentin
Montreal, attending the Conference of
the Evangelical Alliance.
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THE AWAKENING N SCOTLAND.

Messrs. Moody and Sankey, whose
stirring addresses and fervent hymn-
singing awakened such a degree of
spiritual life in England and Scotland
recently, are now visiting the churches
in the North of Ireland, and will shortly
return to America. One of the most
valuable and important results of their
visit evidently is, that they have set the
clergy a-thinking  The Home and
Foreign Record of the Church of Scot-
land, in veferring to the astonishing
revival of religion in that country,

uotes & portion of the discourse de-
hivered at the opening of Synod in
Halifax, by Rev. D. M- Rae, retiring
Moderator—and which it justly charac-
terizes as “ an eloqucnt and thoughtful
sermon,”—and remarks upon * this state-
ment regarding the movement which
comes to us from Nova Scctia,” that
“ nothing more pertinent appears to
have been said regarding it. The
same thought had occurred to us repeat-
edly. The chief characteristic of Mr.
Moody's preaching is said to be the
homely and direct simplicity with which
he delivers the Gospel meseage—the
%ood news that there is salvation in

hrist to all who believe in His name.
Is it not a somewhat stirring thought
that this announcement should be the
cause of so much movement in the
mouth of a stranger ? The announce-
ment itself is as old as the Gospel. It is
the Gospel. The blesing is always
where the meseage is. Then why is the
blessing apparently so often absent ?
and why should it need the word: of a
stranger to awaken spiritual life in our
churches ? There is something at fault
here which can hardly be cured by the
means employed. Certainly one of the
chief lessons of the movemeat would
seem to be not 80 much the nced of re-
ligious combination (although this may
have its own good) as the need of direct
and simple preaching in every pulpit.
A living voice speaking the truth as it is
in Chnst, will always tell with some
living power—and the inefiectiveness of
so much preaching is a secrious con-
sideration. Is not this qoe of the main

ints of view in which the success of

r. Moody’s preaching should strike a
meeting of Christian ministers? Why
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less effective than Mr.
Moody’s ?  Gifts of oratory are confess-
edly not in question here. Why, then,
with the same message to deliver, and
the same promise of blessing, should my
succees be in any respect less than that
of the Chicago evangelist? Why, in
other words, should Scotland be indebt-
ed to two strangers from North America
for any measure of either spiritual light
or lite ? This is a vital and practical
question, which can hardly be too much
considered.”

et P

MISSIONS TO SPAIN.

Unhappy Spain is the subject of criti-
cism in every civilized nation under the
sun ; and the daily telegram regarding
the terrible conflict at present raging
there, between the Government troopy
and the Carlists, is looked for as regu-
larly as the morning bulletin appears,
and affords evidence of a condition of
society that is truly deplorable. It may
not be uninteresting, therefore, to our
readers, to hear from a missionary who
bas recently visited Spain, something of

is my preachin

THE COUNTRY AND ITS INHABITANTS.

« 1t is a country which awakens pro-
found compassion in the heart of any
one who passes through it, by its rail-
way lines or diligence routes, or through
those by-paths where rich vineyards al-
ternate with ruined fortresses, dilapidat-
ed villages, and with these caves in
which gipsy peasants contrive to bur-
row and live. The rural people are a
highly interesting class, generally trans-
parent, ready to respoud to any feeling
of trust with which ‘hey may be treated ;
full of endless and voluble conversation ;,
polite to a degree, which seems ludicrous
according to the ruder and rougher
standard prevaleatin Scotland ; and it
must be added, vengeful when their sus-
picion an anger are aroused, and ready,
sometimes, to express their vengeance by
drawing from hidden pockets, long
curved knives with sharp points, the
sight of which is more uncomfortable
than of an unsheathed sword. These
‘mplements we confess never to have
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seen used for any purpose worse than
that of hewing slices ftom purple-colored
sausages, plentifully spiced with garlic.

A considerable proportion of the area
of Spain is sorocky or sandy asscarcely
to be fit for cultivation, yet it is distrese-
ing to see huge spaces of the country,
capable of producing rich produce.
abandoned to comparative barrenness,
Practicable methods of irrigation, such as
have successfully been introduced into
parts of India, might redeem vast tracts
of land in thePeninsula from comparative
aridity and wastefulness, and turn them
into fruitful gardens; for in that climate
many of the most precious fruits will
grow, if you but give them hold of the
soil and supply them with moisture.
From sheer want of enterprise, whole
landscapes are left bare, and weary the
eye for want of trees, which an industri-
ous cultivation might quickly rear, so as
to convert arid plains into comparative
verdure. How are these circumstances
to be accounted for ? From no inherent
incapacity in the Spanish people ; trom
no invincible obduracy in the Spanish
soil, defying a better agriculture; and
certainly from no lack of mineral riches,
which, under better moral influences,
would provide capital and other appli-
ances. [t is impossible to disconnect
these retributive facts from the history of
Spain,—its Inquisition,—its heartless
and exterminating persecutions.—its
type of Popery, the lowest of its kind,
and its long truce with an ascendant
priesthood, at war with the Bible, si-
lencing its testimony, and successfully
keeping it out of sight.”

He writes as tollows in reference to

THE S8PIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE
SPANIARDS.

« We fear the great mass of the peo-
ple are nrofoundly asleep, excepting as
regards surely material and mechanicai
things. They go, indeed, in large num-
bers to church and cathedral, especially
the women. Turn off the crowded pro-
wenade in such a city as Old Granada,
when, in the gloamin, the people who had
scarcely ventured into the open street
under that burning sun during the day,
come forth to enjoy the cool shadow of
the evening; enter the church hard by ;
you find the twilight there as out of
doors, and by the ghmmer of those altar
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lights, and by the hum of whispering
voices, you find the houge to be filled
with vesper warshippers.® There is no
lack of church-going in Spain. But
what does this impfy ? The Romish
service, even its preaching, it formed
with a view to benumb rather than ex-
cite enquiry. Practically, preaching is
mncidental and utterly subsidiary in the
Church of Rome, which profueses to save
men, not by means of truth, but by
griestly operations, by abeolutions, and

v the creation of new merit by the
mass, and by the administration of wa-
fers of bread, transubstantiated, by the
intervention of the priest, into * the body,
blood. soul, and divinity’ of Christ. The
exaction on the part of the priest of be-
liefin all this, and the very attempt to
exereise it on the part of the people, are
enough to stifle intelligent faith, and to
reduce it to unthinking credulity. This
is 50 in all Popish countries. Itis con-
spicuously so 1n Spain.

% The average priest in Spain is on a
lower level, in morals, in education, in
intelligence, than in any other country
in Europe. Nor ought this to be a mat-
ter of surprice. Nowhere else was there
such a complete suppression of the Re-
formation, or such a total extinction of
Protestant literature, or such a success-
ful murder of thought and inquiry, as in
Spain. The nation bhas for centurics
been all but hermetically sealed against
the entrance of evangelical views. The
penalty to an enquiring priest, of doubt
on the doctrines of Trent, was hopeless
incarceration 1 a dungeon. These
chains_were broken scarcely- six years
ago. Education was all, till then, prac-
tically in the hands of the priesthood. It
was less diffused than anywhere else in
Europe ; and thus the million in Spain
had sunk not merely into superstition,
but into the neighboring pit of infidel-
iry. for these two sinks of evil, by a fatal
law, are ever found fide by side.

* You cannot find laymen in Spain,
as you do in Ireland, who will argue for
the Romish faith. They are indifferent
on the subject of Protestant truth, part-
ly because they are indiffrent to their
own religion. They prefer, like a man in
his siesta, to abide and doze where he is,
and to repel the intrusion of inquiry and
investigation. The result is that, with
a general and incurious negative acqui-
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escence in the national Romish faith,
the people of Spain, though bound by
a superstition, without free-thinking, or
indeed any kind of thinking, are practi-
cally without a relizion. The conse-
quence is, that there is alarge and wide-
ly-dispered criminal population. It is
true, while their wine is abundant, we
witness drunkenness on rare occasions ;
yet the taint of other vices bas gone
deep into the mind of the nation. In
different parts of Andalusia we heard
the police, in announcing the hours of
the night, combining the worship of the
Virgin with the duty of guarding the
city against the criminals. By civic or-
ders, when the chureh clock tolls, the
watchman cries out, ¢ Ave Maria puris-
sima? Some of the culprits are quite
ready to do the same, and the supersti-
tion aud the crime thus move hand in
hand. Crimes against property abound.
We happen to know personally of four
ministers, closely connected with Span-
ish evangelization, who have recently
had their watches taken from them by
dexterous pickpockets. They wight
perhaps have been more wary had the
not been foreigners. One of them 18
Irish, another German, a third an Ame-
rican, and the other a Scotchman.”

He thus states his views of the
PROSPECTS OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS.

“ 1t is pleasing to think of the differ-
ent Christian denominations and the
various nationalities that are working
for the Christian good of Spain. Though
one or two have withdrawn from the
work, and though we know of three
priests who, baving left the Church of
kome and placed themselves under the
Protestant banner for a time as agents,
have apostatized, returning to Rome
like the dog to his own vomitagain;yet
there never was such a supply of evan-
gelical agents as at the present hour.
Carrasco, the most notable Protestant
preacher, i3 removed, having gone
down at sea in the Ville du Havre. But
Cabrera remains, and not a few worthy
to be named next to him as abi: to
preach even to fastidious ears in that
softly-flowing, wmusical, though wordy
tongue.

“In our own mission (U. P.) at
Jerez, at San Fernando, at Madrid, the
gospel is faitbfully preached, and in a
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way to satisfy the Spanish critical ear.
In the capital we conversed at much
length with four men who have been un-
der the powerful guidance of Mr. Jame-
son, and who were all priests in the Ro-
mish Church when we visited Spain in
1869. Two of them are men of learn-
ing, who, in the absence of theological
books in their own language, have made
themselves masters of the systems of Cal-
vin, Turretin, and Maestricht, in the La-
tin, & language in which they speak with
fluency. The number of such men in
Spain is daily on the increase. It is
very true, indeed, none of the churches
are crowded with auditors as they were
for a time after the Revolution. At
that time ignorant people spoke of Re-
publicans and Protestants as if they
were the same. T1he services in the
new evangelical churches at that period
were thronged with men whose thoughts
in many cases had not soared higher
than to a political millenium ; and when
such men gradually discovered that the
gospel gave no aliment to political pas-
gion, and that the revolution it pro-
claimed was spiritual and internal, they
withdrew.

« All this was foreseen, and indeed &
distinct forewarning of its coming was
sent, in name of our Foreign Mission
Board, at the very time when our Span-
ish churches had reached their highest
puint, in so far as attendance was con-
cer.ed.

* The most popular preachers in Spain
ceased to retain the crowds who gather-
ed around them at the beginning. Even
Carrasco’s congregation did not retain
its earlier dimensions, and the same re-
mark may be made of that of Senor
Cabrera. As ageneral rule, attendance
on Protestant service has largely declin-
ed;and yet we believe the cause of
Spanish Protestantism is at this hour
more healthy and promising than it has
ever heen.  We found this conclusion on
what we believe to be an improved se-
lectness in the character of the commu-
nicants, and on the advance of nacve
agents in Christian kanowledge and ex-
perience as well as in number. In about
twenty different cities and towns in
Spain, small congregations have been
established. In these places about twen-
ty-five missionaries from Europe and
America are laboring in various forms,
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and a rather larger number of native
Spaniards are employed in preaching.

ot a few promising schools under qual-
ified teachers have been established, af-
fording a Christian education to an _in-
creastng number of the younz. The
grand desideratum is a more advanced
and earnest Christian life ; and therefore
our Erimary duty is to wait prayerfully
on the Lord, and to cry, * Come trom the
four winds, O Breath! Breathe upon
thesc slain, that they may live.”

B e

Under the heading, “ Letters to the
Editor,” there appear two communi-
cations in reference to the mode of an-
nouncing and gathering in collections
for the schemes of the church. We
subnit them to the careful considera-
tion of all interested. We shall be hap-
py atany time to give space to the
views of correspondents relating to any
and every department of the Churcl’s
work, and “ especially the conveners’ of
the committees.

et Y
Article Contributrd.

A Day’s Work in Musquodoboit

1 assure you that we never make a
greater mistake than when we think that
our country ministers’ work is easy and
Yrlt; nor is there in the world a more
mischievous conception than that formed
by so many people, and good people too,
who seen to think that the all-important
stations and congregations are the city
ones, and, as a consequence, the work
done and accomplished therein corres-
pondingly more important than that
which is overtaken by the labaurs of our
country brethren. To bring to the light
the true state of matters, todissipate all
foolish ideas upon the subject, and to
show the amount of good, faithful, self-
denyinglabourovertaken by the minister
of the above-mentioned congregation,
and to show, also, that the congregation
is well worth all the labour bestowed
upon it, I intend the following hastily
written sentences.

Well, then, upon a certain Sunday sub-
scquent to the issue of the Aug. Record,




234

a certain minister of a certain congrega-
tion in a certain city—we shall not say
where—effected, by mutual consent, an
exchange of pulpits ; and as that minis-
ter is the writer of these sentences. read-
ers will excuse him if, without further
preface, he assumes the first person.

On the Saturday previous to the day
in question, Maggie and I took to the
roud, (N. B.— Maggic ” is the parish
Lorse), and, after a pleasant journey, we
arrived at our destination at quarters in
which horses and ministers alike are
invariably cared for, as Lorses and min-
isters deserve. I cannot permit myself
to descend to particulars on this point,
otherwise I would be compelled to use
adjectives in the superlative degree signi-
ficant of kindness, comfort, thoughtful-
ness, and a special adjective in the
superlative degree significant of the
sweetest of sheets, the very softest of
feather beds, and the driest of towels.
But, as I want to take my indulgent
readers, not to bed with me, but to
Church and to work, I will suppose that
we have got clear of Saturday altogether,
and have arisen on Sunday morning.
Every one thinks the summer beautiful
in the country at all times. If any one
holding such an untenable doctrine had
beea with me on that particular August
Sunday morning, his heresy womd be as
plain as Arianism. The day-light came,
1t is true, but it came after a night of
almost incessant rain; and the atmos-
phere was still suffused with the invari-
able accompaniment of rain in the
country, fog. You must know, also, that
the rcads, baving become nearly as bad
with dust previous to the rain in ques-
tion, as the streets of a certain city be-
come previous to the turning out of the
water-carts, were now to the depth of a
goodly number of inches the consistency
of first coat plaster. Think of eight
suiles of that, and yau bave a tolerably.
fair idea of what the minirter of Musquo-
doboit has to face in going, as he dces
every Sunday morning, to preach ir a
most interesting part of his field, Mew
Antrim.  There was no use in mircing
matters. I had to do his duty for the
day, so out we went, not into the clear
sunshine, to hear the sweet music of birds
and streams, and to listen to the bleat
of the Jamb. No. no; it was toG wet and
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take the poetry out of birds and lambs
as cffectually as they keep the sun from
shining. I shall not tmu‘)lc my readers
with the many jolts and pitches and
splashes of the way; there were too
many of them. Oh for some improve-
ment in our roads in this the land of our
birth! Iaw sure it the road hal been
smouther, the people of New Antrim
would have had a better sermor: that
morning. Nothing so effectually spoils
a good sermon before it is delivered as
eight niles of mud with big stones inter-
spersed at intervals to drive over,and a
foggy morning. However, as all things
temporal come to an end, so did my
Sabbath day’s journey. We arrived at
the Church to find that it needs a coat
of paint outside and some plastering in-
side, and to find asscmbled a goodly
number (notwithstanding the inudl) of
devout, Christian people, to whom I ad-
dressed a sermon in as plain and earnest
words as I could command. May the
Holy Spirit follow with His blessing the
words spoken !

Now, while we are here, let us pause.
There are but few people—a congrega-
tion of, I should say, about seventy in
all, and 1 was told that it was an
average congregation, and yet, through
the patient, faithful, self-denying labours
of the minister—not by instruction of
Presbytery, nor by resolution of session,
but out of a sincere desire to be useful
to the Antrim section of his flock—these
seventy people have all the advanta,
as far as the weans of grace are cc
cerned, enjoved by many of the endowed
Parishes of the Mother Church in Scot-
land. They get one service each Sun-

day. 1 hope they feel grateful above
all to the Lord for putting it into the

heart ¢ His servant thus to favour
them, and for continuing strength, both
of body and mind, sufficient for the
work ; but they must also reimember that
they owe a debt of gratitude to the min-
ister who, out of a pure sense of duty.
has undertaken, and so far has continued,
the extra work. I believe they are dulj
sensiblc of the favour. For one thiny.
the mud, the rain and the fog did not
prevent their being present to worship
God in His House at the appointed time.
(City people, make a note of this, please.)

But as the day is short, and yourspace,

miserable for all chat. Rain and fog kind Editor, limited, and we bhave yet
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much work to speak of, we must prepare
to leave New Antrim. Before doing so,
remember there isa Sunday school effici-
ently conducted ; also a prayer-meeting
in this section of the congregation, con-
ducted, as all prayer-meetings ought to
be, in the absence of the minister, by
the elders. I set out on ny return jour-
ney feeling thankful for what I saw and
heard of the work of my beloved bro-
ther. My journey back was, in the lan-
guage of the Paraphrase-book, * another
version of the same passage.” At two
o'clock I am again in harness for service
in Little River Church. Here again is
another Sunday school, doing a good
work in aiding parents to bring up their
children in the purture and admonition
ot the Lord. This over, public worship
begins. Again the elements seem to be
setting in against us. Just at the time
when most of the people would have been
setting out for Church, down came one
of those showers which change the
darkness ot the cloud to brightness by
the excessive pour of water which they
send down. Yet (city frienus,—note num-
ber two) when the time arrived, the
Church was well filled. All were pre-
sent, as I was told, except the very old
and the very delicate. 'lebis is the head-
quarters of the eongregation, and here
again Mr. Neish, by his admirable man-
agement and self denying labour, is en-
abled to conduct divine service once
every Lord’s Day ; and, by what I could
judge from what 1 saw, he has the re-
ward, dear to every minister of Christ—
the reward of seeing his work prosper-

ing.

%‘bere was one very pleasant feature of
the Little River Section of the congrega-
tion—the singing; thanks 10 the young
people who form the choir, and who keep
themselves up to their present standard of
excellence by weekly practice. Choirs
without it are slow marder to the congre-
gation and singing alike. I was exceed-
ingly well pleased with the singing. Itwas
hearty, congregational, and sweet, but my
yoang friends in the choir, don’t think that
you are perfect, or you will soon find yoar-
selves mistaken. And if yoa will take a
word from a triend kindly (a thing choirs
are not celebrated for doing), here it is: if
you don’t —— but I know you will. Choose
simple music. Avoid repeating tunes. They
spoil the sense of our Psalms and Para-
phrases completely. The simpler the tunes
the better, and repeats are just a waste of
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precious time. When voa sing a line once,
that's enough. In this respect the music
published by the authority ot the General
Asscmbly of the Church of Scotland, adapt-
ed to the Scottish Hymnal, is by far the
best. It isin keeping with the genius and
history of the Church, and it is now com-
ing into general use hoth in Scotland and
in Canada. Too much attention and care
cannot be expended upon the service of
praise. It is the only part of our ritual in
which the people are permitted to join
audibly ; bence the congregations of the
Church ought to make it a special object of
care to see that it is such that they cun juin
tn it; and Church mausic 18 invariably a
failure in which congregations cannot join.
Sing simple music ; bat don’timagine, when
a piece of masic is simple, that any ooe
can sing it properly.

But we must leave Little River with al
that is interesting and encouraging about
it. Itis now half-past three o’clock. We
have had to do, remcmber, with two diets
of public worshig already, and two Sunday
schools. In each of the two parts of the
congregation slready visited, there are the
fall organization and equipment of a Parish
Charch, and service regularly every Sun-
day. Saurely, you say, that is quite enongh
work for any minister to seek 10 overtake;
and 80 it is. But Mr. Neish thinks that
it would be for the good of his people that
& little more than this should be done. So
off we start for Soath School Honse—the
third and only other section of this inter-
esting congregation. And here, also, as in
the sections already visited and preached
in, thereis the full equipment of a Church;
there are a Sunday school and pablic wor-
ship every Lord’s Day. And bere, also,
as 1n other sections of the congregation,
everything I saw gave evidence that the
labours of my friend, the able and energetic
minister, are being appreciated by the peo-
ple, and blessed by the Spirit of the Lord.

Now, patien: reader, you must not won-
der if, when, at half-past six, when all the
work of the day was over, I felt a little
tired, and began to think of my friend the
feather-bed, 10 which, after driving through
the mud again, the distance of several miles,
with a deep sense of thankfulness for the
labour aad strength of the day, I committed
wmyself to rest.

Such is a glimpse of what & day’s work
in Musquodoboit means ; such is the work
pstiently, faithfully and well done by is
minister. The pecple must bear in mind
that mach of it is voluntarily given by him,
because he is convinced that he is thereby
doing more good than he would do by over-
taking only what the Presbytery enjoins
upon him. Having gone over the field, and
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having given my closest attention o the
matter, I feel convinced that he is right;
and ] pray God be may have strength of
body and mind given him to continue it for
sorne time yet to come. But, on the other
hand, he must be carefol not to overtax his
strength and power of endurance, and there-
by unfis himself for work completely.

On Monday morning, “ Maggie ” and
are on the road on our return—she, no
doubt, ruminating on the dilapidated con-
dition of the road and bridges, and
hoping for the day when statute labour
and all other farces will be snperseded bg
common sense. I, on the other hand,
syrapathising with my damb friend with all
my felt deeply grateful for the con-
dition of things in the congregation from
whose work I'was retarning, to see how
matters had been getting on in a congrega-
tion (pardon me, friends of Masquodoboit,)
nearer snd dearer to me than theirs, or an
other on earth—my own. And yet, as
left the scene of yesterday’s labours, I conld
not but feel doubli grateful to the King
and Head of the Church, when I called to
remembrance the aspeet of gloom and des-
rair which overhung it when the former
minister removed from it to his present
charge. Then, there was no prospect but
that of a dreary vacancy, to continue for
years perhaps. Our eyes were tarned this
way snd the next with little prospect of
help in our difficulty, when, in the good
Pprovi God, from a quarter none of
us thought ef, the want was supplied, and
Mr. Nuish supplied the want.

As I conclnde, my reader must not su
pose that I went on the ition for ¢

urpose of wﬁtinm the aboat it.
hea I started I no more thought of
writing than I now have of joining the
* Know Nothings ;”” nor must he suppose
that I write either at the request or with
the knowledge of the minister whose work
is here shown to the reader. What I have
written I have written because I want to
have others enjoy part of the pleasure I
experienced myself in finding this import-
ant charge 90 well and successfully wrought
by 50 able, energetic and acceptable a min-
ister as the Rev. David Neish. C.

o e

REv. Joux McMiLrawN, of Truro,
returned home from his holiday tour
by the Prussian 6n the 18th ult., and
bas kindly farnished us with his impres-
sion of bis visit to St. John’s, Newfound-
Yand, which will be found on page 249
of the present number.
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Home Flissions.

Report of Labors in Fawleigh
Mountain and Lake.

FawLEiGE MOUNTAIN,
Sept. 10th, 1874.

Dear Mr. Editor :—Permit me to
send you a brief account of my work
during the past four months.

By uest, I came out here May
15th. On the following Sabbath 1
assisted in organizing the Sabbath
school, and conducted worship in the
church in the evening. The second
Sabbath I held service in this place in
the morning, and out near Fawleigh
Lake in the afternoon. We then made
arrangements to have regular service 1a
every Sabbath at half-past three, p.m.,
at the Lake. This is altogether a new
station, and indeed a very interesting
one. The Scotch people around the

Lake, for two years, as they gazed upon
the lovely waters, so ul and still,
then glanced at the hills and

lofty Seaks on either side of the Lake,
sighed as the sweet privil

of dear
Scotland rose in their min Hence
they ted me heartily. We held our

meetings at the Lake in a "Temperance
Hall, which was kindly pl at our
disposal free of charge. In this place,
since May 24th, service has been con-
ducted every Sabhath afternoon,and on
the Mountain in the morning. I ad-
dressed two meeti every Sabbath,
and attended Sabbath school at one or
other of the stations. Indeed I tried to
speak three times, but found the work
rather too great for me. We have, in
all, conducted Divine Worship 18 times
in 17 Sabbaths on the Mountain, and 6
times through the week. At the Lake
station there has been ar service
once a day for 16 Sabbaths. The attend-
ance and attention at both stations bave

been very good.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

1 aided in starting one on the Moun-
tain the first Sa.bh:ﬁ of my stay here.
It bas not given me very much satisfac-
tion. Men to take partin conducting
a Sabbath school are very scarce in this
commaunity. Too many think that it is
quite enough to conduct family worship
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in their own houses, and that after all
Sabbath schools are of bnt little conse-
quence. However, I agitated the mat-
ter, and succeeded in making at least
some improvement. It seems very hard
to be unable to get even three or four
men, who really are willing to enter
heartily into Sabbath school work,
amongst ‘fifteen or twenty families.
Yet such is the case here. I can write
better things of my other station. As
S00N a8 we service at the
Lake, I made arrangements and suc-
ceeded in getting a school started.
Young children and old women, men
in_their prime, and some with y
hairs, came and were ready to or
be instructed as the case might require.
The teachers and scholars seemed to be
in earnest. 1 felt cheered and encour-
aged to see such attention. The
community is yet we had over 30
scholars. The time of meeting was im-
mediately before preaching.
PRAYER MEETINGS.

The scarcity of men to assist caused
nearly all the work to fall upon myself.
However, I got assistance at times from
two or_three who are willing to work
for the Master. For a time our meet-
ings waned a little, owing to the pressure
of business ; but soon the interest mani-
fested began to increase, and they were
much better attended. Frequently 1
could realize that God was blessing us
in these meetings. I feel that in a num-
ber of cases bas been working, and
trust He will complete that which He

VISITATION.

Mudch of my It:l!:e I delvoﬁed n&o visi:ing
round amo e, a a3

in this workl:gas 1 egjioel:voured ptzrwol:
ship God in private with the people, I
denived more satisfaction than in any
other. I know that many attended
church who would not, had I not called
on them. [ know that showin‘isreal
interest in men, and praying with them,
will touch their bearts more than words.
1 visited a number of families at the
Mountain twice, and nearl; all at the
Lake once. In many cases I found but
Enrtofthe family at home, it being the
t:ky season of the m& but two
sick persons in my ne & young
girl who is in decline, and seems gradu-
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ally sinking. She is quite resigned to
s will. For a time she found it
hard to let go the hold, which in onr
outh is 8o strong, to earth and friends.
ow she hopes and waits. The ocher
is a woman in the evening of life. Hers
is a heavy burden. Lying in bed six or
eight years, she suffe:s 08t constant
pain, and yet seems happy. for she
trusts in God. Hard, indeed. had she to
fight and s le ere the man of sin
lost his great , but, ever since find-
ing her Blessed Saviour, she has been
very happy. As she lies and suffers,
her only source of joy is Jesus and His
love. ‘Vere it not for Him, she tells
me, she must lose ber reason. Visiting
such ones, seeing such dependence on
Christ, did my owa soul good. Yet the
unread Bibles, the untrained children,
the prayerless homes, sometimes filled my
beart with sadness, when I thought of
that day when we must meet our Judge

and our neglected children.

A. W. McLEeop.

Foregn Pisston.
Letters from Rev. Mr. and Mrs.
Robertson.

After long and anxiously waiting, weare
glad at last to have news for our readers
from the New Hebrides. The following
letters to Rev. John Campbell and Mirs.
Campbell, #nd the Rev. W. McMillan,
Secretary to the Foreign Mission Com-
mittes, from Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Robertson
of Eromangs, spesk very encouragingly of
the good work, and show that Mr. Robert-
son and his wife are not only successful in
their work, but thoroughly alive to it, and
wisely judicious in its management. The
letters are their own explanation. Several
passages of a private nature have of course
been omitted, as well as a repetition of the
same fact in each :

Kwaxera, Taxwa, Christmas }
Day, 1873.
Rev.J. CaxPBxLL, St. Andrew’s, Halifax.

Rev. and Dear Sir :—Your welcome and
got‘)d Jetter, brought out by Mr. Annacd, I

aly

received 0 his azrival at the Islands,
by the Paragon, in June last. We would
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suppose by your letter that you had spent
years in the mission field, you have so tho-
roughly before your mind, and that acca-
rately, our difficulties here, and the best
way of meeting and overcoming them. It
seems to be the most difficult thing in the
world to get persons—even those most
deeply interested in foreign missions—to
understand, even in the slightest degree,
the state of matters oant here. From the
time of my landing in Nova Sootia till the
time of my sailing again for the Islands, X
lectured or gave short addresses on the sub-
ject about five hundred times, besides pri-
vate conversations withou' number, letters
in the Record, &c. ; and yet I am surprised
bey und measure to find, in quarters 1 little
dreamed of, such & want of accurate know-
ledge. This has led me to think that unless
some of onr friends visit the islands, and re-
side some time among the natives, and have
charge of & mission station, they can know
bat little either of the field or the work.
Your letter, however, was the moss h?‘pdnl
thing I have yet seen from home ; and per-
haps when the wild ideas our friends have
50 often formed of the field, of the kind of
material we have to work upon, and of the
kind of work we perform, s give place
to ideas built upon the facts of the case,
then we may succeed in making ourselves
generally understood.

Mission work out here is very hard
work ; it is also dry work at times, and al-
ways difficult, up-hill, thaukless, Jaborious,
disheartening, and almost hopeless work.
Often your fairest hopes are blighted, and
all your labor seems useless. The hearts
of the heathen are so hard—they have suck
s heart-hatred of the Gospel—to their
mindsit brings no “ glad tidings”’—it is not
the Gospel of their wishes, though, indeed,
’tis the Gospel of their needs. They are
perfectly content to live on in their own
old ways ; they like the old paths of evil in
which from time immemorial they have
been accustomed to walk. They feel hea-
thenism no burden—nay, they like it—"tis
their delight ; revenge, sweet revenge, gets
full rein, blood for blood, and the more the
better. Mercy, to them, mesns cowardice;
forgiveness is weskness, and characteristic
of women and children; but reveoge is
manly, and if ten men waylay and kill one
man, they are called heroes.

But, on the other hand, there is much to
enco What the Gospel has accom-
plished, it is still able to accomplish. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ has accomplished
[ that no other agency could. Even
in this group of Islands what marvellous
changes hath it wrought!? Men on Aneit-
yum, Avniws, Eromanga, and Fate, who
were at one time more in nature like wild
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beasts than like rational men, are now

aceful and peace-loving, sober men, and
oving Christians. There is much to en-
courage missionaries, viewing it ia this
light ; and oh ! there is much to encourage
us from the Bible stand-point, “ Butas
traly as I live, all the earth shall be filled
with the glore of the Logrp.”

When, again, a few heathen do come in,
and join the Christian party, how the mis-
sionary is enconraged! And when he con-
trasis even the face of the weakest Chris-
tian on his island, with the best men among
the heathen, the contrast is yery marked
indeed in favor of Christianisy. The Chris-
tain natives must be viewed as a whole, or
we do them injustice. If they bave their
weak points, and there is no doubt they
have, still it is equally true that they have
their good llcgoium. Perhaps, however, it is
not 50 much the weakness of their Chris-
tianity, as our own error in expecting to
find amorg them toe high & type of Chris-
tianity all at once. They have been lifted
up out of such deep pits, that it is unfair o
judge them, except 1n view of the depths
from which they have been taken. It is
very trying, I must say, to discover
the remains of revenge, deceit, dishoncsty,
untruthfuloess and superstition among
the very best Christians on Eromanga;
but perhaps, like others, I am inclined to
expect too much from the poor natives,
who are as yet only babes in Christianity.

You may feel surprised to notice, by the
heading of this letter, that we are on Tanna,
and not on Eromanga ; but one word will
explain. The state of Mrs. Robertson’s
health at present renders it necessary that
we should come here or go to some other
1sland for a time.

We were very busy at house-building
for seieral months before coming away, and
did al. in our power to make prepara.
tion for our coming by settling, and after-
warde visiting teachers, and giving charge
of the work to teachers and chiefs. All
things being ready, and a fine able boat’s
crew being 2n d, we started in our
boat—the Yarg Yarra—ai 6 a. m., on
Wednesday, November 26th, and at mid-
night sarrived at Port Resolution. (Mr.
Neilson’s Station.} The day was very,
very hot, and we had very little wind,
but what little we had was in our .avor.
We pulled the first four i.>urs. then got
up both sails and ran across uuder the
lee of Taonna, thea pulled again to the
harbor, very glad indeed to get out of the
boat aod into Mr. Neilson’s house to rest.
Here we remained till Friday, a then
came roand to the place where I am writing
thisletter, and distance of only twelve miles,
though from Eromanga we came a distance
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of over aixtz miles. We certainly would
not have risked such a voyage in an opea
boat, but we could not help ourselves. 'Flie
Mission véssel had left for Australia some
time previously, and the Captain of a
trading vessel, who promised to call for us
in November, had his vessel taken trom him,
and could not thercfore keep his engage-
ment with us.

The Eromanga crew remained with us
over Sunday,and on Tuesday the Rev.
Mr. Wattand I went to the harbor with
them, and the next morning they sailed
again in the Yarra Yarra, for Eromanga,
and Mr. Watt and I walked overland to
this station. Mrs. Robertson and I have
been jnst one month with Mr. and Mrms.
Watt, not doing very much but visiting
some of Mr. Watt's out-districts, reading a
little and writing some. Iam preparing
sermons, both in English and Eromangan;
but not having an Eromangan interpreter
with me, I make but comparaively slow
progress, as the interpreter must supply
the place of grammar, dictionary and
translation. Mr. Wats has an excellent
printing press, and offers to print in Ero-
mangan any hymns I may make or trans-
late. Iintend to try one or two, but, as
we have already a very good collection
left in manoseript by Mr. Gordon, and
which Mr. Paton printed for me last yesr,
I am ot anxious to do much at hyman-
making.

Things are going on guietly at this sta-
tion—nothing very exciting. Occasionally
& Tanna man demonstrates his sffection
towards his wife by knocking herdown with
a bludgeon. Since our arrival we have wit-
nessed three or four such scepes. Last
week a tribe near the harbor shot four men
belonging to another tribe, which tribe in
tarn killed five of their enemies and wound-
ed two. Those who have lost most heavily
are now waiting an opportunity to kill one
or two, and thus square accounts.

I fear I have not been so mindful of
writing to the Church as I onght to have
been : hut really I have been so occupied
with our setilemeni in Eromanga that I
have heen unable to write; and when the
Paracon left us last September I had not
one letter written, and since that time
there has been no opportunity of sending
any letters to Sydney or Melbourne for
Nora Scotia or any other place. However,
now that our house is finished, and a num-
|berof teachers settled, and theisland visited,
I hope to be ahle to keep up regular cor-
respondence with the Church, whose ser-
vant I am.

By the minutes of Synod which I sent on
by Mr. Goodwill from Sydney, yon will sec
that I bave not succeeded in geuiing a fel-
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low-labover for Eromanga The Cook’s
Bay people are very anxious for & mission-
ary. I have several teachers setfled at
Cook’s Bay, and about 10¢ natives attend
their services.

Church Memberson Eromanga when I was

settled ......cociiiinriiiniinnnnnn 8
Church Mem. saspended......... «.o.. 2
Church Members died.................. 1

New Ch. Members admitted Jan 12, 1873 8
do do do Aug.do do &
Ch. Mem. now on Eromanga............
Restored Church Member. ..
Total admitted by me.......
Schools when I was settled. . .
do now inoperation.............. .. 10
Natives attending Church on Eromanga .200
Islacd in & verfy encouragiog condition.
Health of myself and family excellent.
Yours ever sincerely,
H. A. RoBERTSON,

Taxxa, New HeBrIDES, }
March 30th, 1874.

Rev. Wx. McMriiax, M. A, Sec F. M
P.C. M. P, B. N. Anerica.

Rev. axD Dmar Sir,—One of Mr.
Neilson’s natives came overland to-day
with a few letters (no home letters) from
Missionaries, and as this postman is return-
ing to the barbor (Port Resoluation) early
to-morrow morning, I am #nxions to write

ou & few hurried lines with the hope that
iir. Neilson may be able to forward to
Sydney direct, or ria New Caledonia by
some vesse] ere long.

Mr. Neilson wrote to-day and stated in
his letter that Ross Lewin, a cotton planter
for some years past on this island, ard an
old traderin these Seas, was shot by Tannese
on Tuesday last at his own station. {Black
Beach, Tanna.) Mrs. Lewin, her {onng
son and her two brothers, immediately fled
to sea in an open boat, taking the dead
body with them. Next day they were
picked up by the Schr. Donald McLean,
(owned and sailed by Capt. McLeod of
Cape Breton,) and brought to Port Reso-
lation, and almost immediately sailed again
for Fate or Sandwich Island.

Two white men, Jones and Underwood,
traders in Port Resolution, have gone to
Black Beach in order, if possible, to look
after the property and station of the said
late Ross Lewin. ’'Tis feared they too
may be shot. I remember secing Lewin
ten years ago on board ship at Aneityam,
and frequently afterwards.—He was twice
at my station since our settlement.

Mr. Neilson writes that Mr. Gray of Ero-
manga is dead. I feel this keenly. Four
months ago be drank tea in our house at
Dillon’s Bay, and was then the very pic-
tare of health, and seemed to have, human.
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ly speaking, such a bhold on life. There

are no particulars ; all Mr. Neilson writes
is that Mr. Gray died of sickness at Ero-
m

anga.
Sopfnr a8 I know, he would have no
white person near him, indeed, not even on
the whole island ; and all the care be could
get would be from the natives on his plan-
tations, who were al] heathen, and, though
they may have been quite kind to him,
what could they do? simply nothing.

Mr Gray was a man_ aboat 35 years of
age, I should think, He waa a native of
Glasgow, Stland, and came out to New
Zealand a few years ago to set up scme
mills. After that he came to Eromanga,
where he, along with one Smith, a Prussian,
commenced & whaling station at Dillon’s
Bay, and bailt a small screw steamer.
This steamer was driven oo shore in the
hurricane of Janu 6, 1873, at Bunkill
Bay, Eromanga, a‘:'g Mr. Gray, in dOiﬂii
sll in his power from Friday morning til
Monday morning at 3 o’clock to save the
steamer, almost lost his own life.

He had no light, little food, and was
driven on shore amongst savages, and had
to walk eight miles to our station without
shoes. He remained with us till he recov-
ered, and, as soon asthe weather moderated,
oar boat took him to Elizabeth Bay, his
own station. Mr. Gray always called
when in, at or going beyond Dillon’s Bay.
He seemed a very quiet, ble man,
anxious to make and save every shilling
possible—in a word, a cool, calculating,
close-fisted Scowchman. I feel very mucl
his death.

Mrs. R. and I have been quite well since
we came to this island ; althougn both mis-
sion families here, and the natives, have
been, and are still, suffering with fever and
ague a good deal. We two, so far, have
had no fever since we came to Tanua,
and I have not had an hour’s illness since
we were settled on  Eromanga, nearly two
years ago, and Mrs. R. has had no fever
snce we went into our new house, slmoss &
vear ago. I trust we are not unthankful
{or the precious boon ot health.

We three (Mrs. Robertson, our little
daughter and myself) are now anxiously
awaiting the arrival of the mission vessel
from Sydney to take us home to Eromanga.

All was quiet on Eromanga when we
left, and we much to evcourage us in
the good work. We long to get home and
to work again.

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, and their two
children, went up mSyﬁg in the mission
vessel, on account of . G's state of
health, but I fondly hope they may all re-
turn in the Pgragon strong and well, and
be very successful in bringiug sinners to
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tho Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Goodwill has
been sorely tried on Santo. You will,
however, have heard all from himself. Be-
ing in Australis, he can write to you regu-
larly ; down here we may write, but how to
forward our letters is the difticulty. How-
over, since the old #* Dayspring” was lost,
all this has come about ; bat now with our
new * Dayspring” making, I trust, two
trips to and from Sydney each year, we
will be sure of two regular mails from
home, and be able to send two away, be-
sides those chances by ships of war and
trading vessels.

We have built a dwelling house and
three smaller buildings on Eromanga. We
have had the communion twice and added
thirteen new members. Two old members
were restored, and one of these again sus-
pended. We have settled three old teach-
ers and nine new ones, and have had at
Dillon’s Bay a morning school four days
in each week, prayer-meeting on Wed-
nesday. Morning service on Sabbath, and
Sabbath-school in the afternoon.

Ever yours sincerely,
H. A. ROBERTSON.

The following extracts from a private
letter from Mrs. Robertson to Mrs. Camp-
bell will be read with deep thankfulness
and joy. Wae commend it to the notice of
the ladies of the Church, and hope that
they will follow Mrs. Campbell’s good ex-
ample, and write friendly letters to the
wives of our missionaries. Mrs. Robert-
son’s letter speaks for itself, and shows
that & work no less valuable than that
done by Mr. Robertson himself is being
done by bhis amiable and accomplished
wife.

It will be noticed that it is written after
retarning to Eromanga, and thus bears a
much later date than either of Mr. Robert-
son’s:

DiLLox’s Bay, EROMANG S, }
July 7th, 1874.
My Dear Mrs. Campbell :

Failing to have our mail ready when
the Paragon left us in August of last year,
we have not since that time had an oppor-
tunity of sending a mail to Sydney. The
Paragon this g:nr,ia making an intermedi-
ate trip for the purpose of taking up Dr.
Steele, whose visit to the islands we have
all enjoyed. Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill and
children also retarn to Sydney in her ; they
are in very poor health ; I expected them
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to remain with us during the time she was
in the islands this veason, but their little
boy being ill, they did not pass Aneityam,
the most southerly island of the group.

Mr. Robertson attended the Annual Meet-
ing this year held at Anelcanhat Harbor,
Aneityum, station of the Rev. Mr. Murray
I did notaccompany him, but remained or
Eromanga with oar little daughter, now
four months old. She was horn at Knawira,
Tanna, and is named Ckristing Eliza Went-
worth. The little thing was great company
during my husband’s absence—indeed, ai-
though the natives were exceedingly kind,
1 do not think I could have remained alone,
1 would have felt so .ery lonely. Mr.
Robertson has brought five Aneitvum lads
back with him to build & stone fence round
our premises, As I am now writing, I
hear the stones flying in fine style.—
The reed fences which the natives make,
although very pretty, do not last any time,
and keep a person coustantly repairing
them, and, as we had a great number of
stones about our grounds, Mr. Robertson
thought the best way to get rid of them
was to put them intv a stone fence.

On our return from Tanna we found our
honse and premises in good order, and the
natives pleased to see us back, and we were
just as pleased to get back as they were to
see us. Iseeno station I like as well as
our own. Of course each missionary gets
attached to their own island and natives.
While the vessel was porth—which was
three weeks or so—we were busy getting
our house in order, and the natives had
been so long without their regular work,
that they were almost forgetting how to do
it. Each native muost get his own particu-
lar work to do; if you give him two things
to do at once he is completely bewildered ;
and if there isa wrong wey ora stupid way
to do a thing, that way he is sure to take.
Since Mr. Robertson returned from the
meetinawe have been changing our cook,
herds, I bave also been making some
change in @y girls in the house. I have
taken in four more giris this last week,
which has given myself much more work
and less time to do my writing. The older
girls who have been with me since we came
to Eromanga, now take the heavier work,
such as washing, ironing, cleaning win-
dows, &c. As for the baking, I do that
myself. 7 cannot get my husbund persuaded
to eat bread baked by native girls, but 1
hope to succeed in that yet. Three of my
little girls are the danghters of Kangi, an
East Indian who was living on this island
at the time of the murder of the first Mr.
Gordon. He had twelve Eromangan
wives, and exercired great influence over
the natives. These girls are more like onr
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North American squaws than the natives
of the New Hebrides. They are vary young,
the oldest being not more than twelve. I
have taken them young on purpose, as [
tind them much more easily *rained. Ihad
found much difficulty in training the older
women to work.

The three lads living with r.s .ske week
about in the cook house, and minding the
cows and goats. A cook out here means
very little ; the most he does is to get wood
and water, keep the fire on, and boil the
yam, which is our potato. The women
outside, not heing on our premises, each
have their portion of ground to keep clean ;
some of them attend to it very faithfully,
others do not.  To those that are faithful
in their work I occasionally give a garment
or hat. They are fond of sewing and
making their own garments. Befors we
left Tanza I had a regular sewing-class
once a week, every Thursday morning
from 9 till 12 o’clock. The general attend-
ance was 22, but some of e were old
women who will never learn to sew. How-
ever, to please them, they had to get a
needle, thread, garment, &c. If I have as
large a class this year, I intend dividing it
into two classes. In that way I can give
them wmore attention; but I am a little
doubtful what I am to get for them to sew.
unless I make them rip up the garments
which they sewed last year, and sew them over
again. iin Goodwill this year sent me a
box of made garments, and they have
come very opportunely. As there are a

many worshipping people on this

island, there is a constant demand for
clothing, but more especially for calicos
and prints by the . The Eromangan

women, especially the heathen, make very
pretty grass skirts; the heathen women
wear them very long, often trailing a yard
on the ground. All the heathen {men and
women) that come aboat us are, as a rule,
pleasant and civil.
My dear friead, I must say good bye. I*
8] and well, I will write at the end of
the year when the vessel returns to Sydney
to escape the hurricane season. I hope
on will not be aslong in writingas 1
zave been iu answering your kind letter. No-
va Scotian letters are always welcome.
Mr. Robertson joins me in kind regards to
yourselfand Mr. Campbell.
Yours sincerely,
CurisTINA ROBERTSON.

=g
A SapBaTH ScHooL of about forty
scholars, of all ages from five to fifty, has
been opened at Kohe, Japan. It is said to
be the first in the empire conducted in the
Japanese language.
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Letters to the Editor,

Collections for the Schemes.

Dear Sir:—Wkon I was Editor, 1
made several attempts to induce the
Conveners of the Synodic Committees,
towards whose funds collections are
ordered to be made annually through-
out the Church, to publish in the Record
a statement of the coadition of their
funds, the probable amount required for
the year, and whatever other facts they
saw fit to place before the Church. I
am sorry to say that I did not succeed
as 1 hoped 1 wonld bave done; but sub-
sequent experience has shown me that
Iwasright. Now, that Ican only write
as a private member of the Church, T
would urge again upon the considera-
tion of Committees, “and especially
upon the Conveners,” (as the votes ot
thanks usually have it) the absolute
necessity of bringing, in this, or in some
other way, their work thoroughly be-
fore the Church. 1think if the said Con-
veners would consider the followin
particulars, some of them, at least, woul
accede to the request :—

1. The Convener knows the condition
- of the Committee’s work, and also its
needs and wants. Ordinary ministers
do not, except in so far as they know
the work and wauots of the previous year.
But congregations are not asked to
collect for the previous, but for the cur-
rent year. The minister and people are,
therefore, expected to walk in the dark-
pees. Hence so many of us stumble.

2. Through the Record the Com-
mittees could reach so many more than
we can reach by simple intimation from
the pulpit; for, if ictimation is given
on a stormy day, we know how the
collection suffers.

8. It would show the people that the
Synod attaches much importance to the
work, from the simple fact that they
have appointed a Committee to super-
vise ii.. Asitis, many of our people
cannot tell you how many Committees
the Synod has. and they think that a
great many of the different Schemes are
pressed upon them because their own
minister is interested in them.

For many other reasons, some change
from the present system is desirable. A
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trifling outlay would put a printed
statement in cvery pew within the
bounds of the Synod, and a very little
trouble would put one in the Record at
the proper time, (both these are done
in Scotland), and 1 am convinced that
the result in the contributions of the
people would justify the change. Any-
thing is better than the present intima-
tion. Ministers have not time for a
full explanation from the pulpit, even if
they had the knowledge. Something
should be done.
Yours, &c.,
Joux CampseELL.

The SBynod's Schemes.

DeAr MR. EptTor :—As the usual
mode of raising funds for sustaining the
Schemes of the Synod by special collec-
tions, must in some measure interfere
with the ordinary routine of the Minis-
ters’ duties,—and .as the objects for
which such collections are taken may
not be 8o extensively defined as to
enable the people generally to appre-
ciate their unportance,~a division of
labour—by which the several congrega-
tions may be induced to co-operate with
their pastors and the Standing Comumit-
tees in carrying out these Schemes—
would give a desirable impetus to the
efforts of those hitherto charged with
these indispensable services ;—and in
response to the recommendation of the
Comumnittee on Christian Life and Work
— that the duty of systematic benevo-
lence be prominently brought before the
people,” the propriety of raising funds
for the Synodical Schemes, by appoint-
ing collectors in each congregation, may
Ye reasonabiy sugpested. In making
such appointinents, each collector shoul
be supplied with a * Collector’s Card,”
and with printed explanations of
the object and atility of the Scheme,
for which donations are being received,
these explanations being first prepared
for general distribution by the Standing
Comumittee in charge of the Scheme.

In each congregation, intelligent
young persons taay be found ready and
willing to engaﬁe in this department ot
Christian work; and by appointing
three or more collectors for each
Scheme, their labours would doubtless
result in enlarged receipts, besides
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relieving the ministers of the monoton-
ous tusk of periodically announcin
sYecial collections  in their severa!
churches—which, judging from past ex-
perience, may not in every case
relied on as a financial success. Be-
lieving that a better mode may be
devisew with advantage, the foregoing
outline 18 respectfully submitted for the
cansideration of the Kirk Sesions and
Standing Committees.

Summer Holidays.

Dean Sir:— Having three .weeks
bolidays in summer, 1 determined to
spend them to purpose ; therefore, I re-
solved once wore on visiting the Magda-
len Islands. These isles lic to the
north of Pictou 106 miles, are a salubri-
ous retreat in summer, and are now
more comfortably and regularly ap-
proachtd by steamer. But bitherto it
was by sailing packet I bad gone and
1eturned.

My miotive in first visiting these isles
was curiosity and desire of inowledge;
subsequently a desire of supplying spirit-
ual wants and relieving religious desti-
tution. This field, as 1s well known, is
ecclesiastically under the Church of
England, so far as the English inhabi-
tants arc concerned ; but till August
last, no Protestant minister has been
for a twelvemonth on these islands.
The mission is an arduous one in sprin
and fall, and clergymen do not genera.E
ly remain over three years. When
Y went down, the Rev. Mr. Tams, of the
College, Lennoxville, Quebee, went in
company. We ‘had been fellow-passen-
gers on a previous occasion; and I now
moved that he take one isle and lanother,
as labourers were few, and there was no
call for opposition. This he agreed to,
and I undertook to announce his
meetings. I visited the three prin-
cipal islands, casting “bread on the
waters” as aforetime. Wherever 1 went,
1 found the people willing to hear and
be instructed on week-night and on Sab-
bath ; and I confined myself to the most
simple and fundawental Gospel truths.
Everywhere there was comphaint at
their  destitute condition, without a
Teacher and without a Minister. The
long and short of it is, that those
who have made themselves homes
in these solitary islands, have put them-
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sclves beyond the reach of School and
Church, and they are now desirous,
many of them, uit and come within
the reach of ileges for themselves
and their children. But this is nut so
easily done on many accounts. And
now their children go to fishing when
they should be at school or beginning a
trade. .

But the disadvantages of the Magda-
lens are peculiar.  On my return,
1 landed near Souris, on P. E. Island,
to fulfil an appointment with Mr. Mel-
ville at Cardigan. 1 worked my way
from Red Bank to Georgetown on
Saturday, principally through the belp
of friends, in which connection let me
mention especially the kind services
of Rev. Mr. Mci,ean of Dundas. At
Geargetown 1 found the Kirk and peo-
ple in a comfortable state; from un-
prejudiced lips. I learned that a three
months’ revival had taken place, asa
consequence of which the Scotch Church
was filled with eager listeners, and an
impetus given to the cause. Next
merning I was driven to Cardigan, where
the minister had been staying and hold-
ing meetings most of the week days.
There we met with an eager throng,
some of the leading people ot George-
town having come up to the feast. It
was the high day of Communion, and
My. Melville and 1 divided the services.
Suffice it to say that the multitude
heard the word of life, and Communi-
cants were filled; and bere I may be
pardoned for saying that if the prayers
of Mr. Melville, not only for the writer
and his family, but for Pictou and its
Congregation, be heard, there will be a
revival forthwith that will swallow vp
our differences and mould us into one

enial apirit of love, under whose in-
%uenee we will no longer %Iory in the
denominational but in the Christian.

In the evening I returned and preach-
ed in the Church in Georgetown. It is
apparent to me that Mr. Melville's hold
on his people i3 great, his zeal, under
which his healtn suffers, extreme, and
his pecuniary sacrifices for the cause
exemplary ; the Kirk bas revived con-
siderably under bis ministry, and both
Georgetown and Cardigan, it judiciously
managed, will yet rant 23 high places
in the Lord’s vineyard. Let our prayer
be that nothing may cloud so lovely 8

to
1V
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gx.-ie and hurried notes,
I am yours truly,
Pictou, September. A. W. H.

- CODgme

@Che 5ahhatl:1 School,

LESSONS8 FOR NOVEMEER.

FIRST SABBATH.

SuBJECT:— The fig-tree withered, Mark
11: 128—13, 19—-24. Golden text, Luke 13—
7. Parallel passage, Rom. 2, 4: 2nd Peter,
3, 9: Luke 6, 46.

This is one of the only two miracles of our
Lord which have in them an element of
severity, and it is well to note that when he
put forth his power to destroy, it was not ex-
erted against any buman being, but, in the
once case, against a fig-tree, aud in the other,
against a herd of swine. In both cases, in-
deed, his primary object was purely benevol-
ent, as it was to teach mankind solemn and
important truths.

Sonsider first, the subject of the miracle. A
figtree covered with leaves. Usually the
fruit of this tree appears betore the leaves,
t?d a:h ‘¢ the tfiime of figs''—that i;, tge time
o ering figs, was not yet, the hangn
tn§:ller had reason to expect that he Wm
find on it some ripe fruit. Some trees have
been made for the purpose of delighting the
eye with their foliage; but the Loid had
made this tree to bear truit, but when he had
need of ity notwithstanding its pretentious
appearance, it failed to fulfil the end of its

bemg.

2‘:1§ly.—7'he cir 1] of the S .
Jesus had not partaken of any food before
leaving the house of Matthew. His remain-
ing time was short, and he wished to work
while it was day. It was considered hinbe-
coming to take the first meal before the hour
of the morning sacrifice, which was nine
o'clock; and if he had waited till then, he
would not have reached Jerusalemtill eleven.

3rdly.— The sentence. Let no fruit grow
on thee henceforward for ever. It wasi otto
be blasted by lightning, or to be consu ned
by fire, or to be plucked up by the roots. Its
fault was to b its punishment. It was
to be sealed up in its own barrenness, All
the agencies which had so long failed to
make it bear were now to cease their action.
The sun, the rain, and the svil, were no
longer to exert their life-sustaining power,
and the foliage which was so usetul and so
deceptive, was to perish from its branches.

4thly.— The xecution of the sent The
elements which had been commissioned to
fulfil their Master's purpos: had done
their work so speedily as to excite the
astonishment of the disciples. When they
went out to Bethany in the evening, it was
probably too dark for them to observe the
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ect. Excusing myself for these change; but when they again passed by

next morning, they saw that the fig-tree was
withered from the root up. The last vestige
of life had departed .

Sthly.—1he lesson taught. One by what
Jesus said, another b{ what he had done.
The first wascalled forth by the feeling which

redominated in the minds to the Apostles.
ey wondered, not why, but how, this
change was brought about in the fig-tree.
He tells them that they must have faith, and
that this would enable them even to remove
monntains—not probably material moun-
tains, which it would never be any advantage
for them to remove, bat thore mountains of
sin and unbelief, which would obstruct the
pro, of His caunse.

o us, who have more light than the
Apostles at this time enjoyed, the wonder
will be, not how, but why, he cursed the fig-
tree. We know that it was uot done in
anger, and that he could not really have been
disappointed when he came and found no
fruit. He once spake a parable in which he
represented the barren tree as being spared
for a season in the hope that it might become
fruitful. Now, he acts a parable, to show
that the threatened destruction will surely
come. What a striking emblem is the barren
tree, both in the spoken and in the acted
parable, of the barren professor, having, like
the tree, all the appearance of vigorous life—
actively participating, it may be, in ordinsry
church business, perhaps leading in devotional
exercises, or even high in office—but not hav-
ing the love of God in his heart, and bringing
forth no fruit unto holiness. The first teaches
thz long-suffering of God—the second shows
that it will not last for ever. How remark-
ably does the fate of the tree point ont the
way in which He will deal with professors
who bear “nothing but leaves.” He has
to say to his spirit, ** Arise, let us go hence™;
the inflences which have been so long resist-
ed will o longer operate, and the poor, for-
saken soul, left to be the prey of its own
passions, will perish for ever. How solemn
the warning to all who hear the sound of the

gospel.
SECOND SABBATH.

SuBJECT :— The Two Commandments, Mark
12: 28—34. Parallel passage, Matt. 22: 34—
40. Golden text.

The enemies of Christ tried to entrap Him
in His talk, but without success. Several
such attempts are recorded in this chapter.
In verse 18th we read certain of the Pharisees
and the Herodians were sent ‘*‘ to catch Him
in His words.” In verse 18th we find that
the Sadducees tried to puzzle Him concerning
the doctrine of the Resurrection.
passage before us is recorded a similar at-
tempt, but in this case the questioning con-
cerned the relative value o? the command-
ments.

V. 28.—This scribe belonged to the class
of the Pharisees, for Matthew savs he was
‘g lawyer from among them,"” who acted as
their spokesman, when they made a second
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attempt to defeat Christ after the discomfiture
of the Sadducees. See Matt. 22:35. While
this Scribe spake with the design of tempting
Christ, for it would have bLeen a great victo
for the Pharisees to defeat Christ after
bad defeated the Sadducees, at the same tinte
there can be no doubt that he had a certain
respect for our Lord, and had a real curiosity
to know His judgment on the question pro-
pounded. The question, which was an old
rabbinical dispute, however answered, might
sink Christ in the estimation of some of the
contenling parties, and might expose Him to
the cb .rze of erroneous teaching in perferring
certain precepts to all others, in the estima-
tion of those who were outside the @ircle of
the disputants. .

Vv. 30—31.—To avoid the trap thus set,
our Lcrd did mot select any one command-
ment of the morgl law, but cited its compre-
hensive summary of the two tables as found
contained in Deut. 6: 4, 5. and in Lev. 1§:
18. By this happy repiy, He avoided the
liability of putting one commandment against
another, and at the same time He would
turn away the mind of all parties from unedi-
fying questions and unprofitable speculations
to fundamental principles of the first practical
importance.

Vv. 32, 33.—This answer, which embodied
such deep and clear views of the spirit of the
law, so commended itself to the mind of this
Rcribe, that a chenge of feeling came over
him, and he ranked himself on the side of the

Great Teacher. Well, i.e., admirably. To
love Hm . . . . is more than whole

burnt ¢:{en’n and sacrifices. This does not
mean that the ceremonies of the law were
useloss, but that love to God and to man was
be* Indeed ceremonial services were
ut 8 to the worshipper where the spirit of
I was lacking.

Vv. 34— Discreetly — intelligently. Thou
art not far, gc. This was high praise. The
Scribe had so just a view of the spirit of the
law, his intellectual and devotional percep-
tions were so clear, that he might be regarded
as almost greparcd to rank himself among
ovrr Lord’s disciples. This language does not
imply that the Scribe was & believer, or that
he would ever be a believer. ** It was rather
a warning to come nearer still or rather actual-
ly enter, lest he should have cause to wish

t he had still remained far off."”

After such wise replies as these which
Christ gave His opponents, it 18 no wonder
that everv mouth was stopped, and that no
man dared to question ‘* him father.”

LEARN.

1. That Christ is the Great Teacher sent
from God. Never man spake like this man.
In Him dwells all knowledge.

2. That love is the fulfilling of the law.
The stronger our love for God and our fellow-
men, the more closely we walk in the path of
holv obedi We should strive after this
love, and seek to foster it. We may go the
round of outward religious observances,
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but if love is lacking, we are cold, heartless
formalists.

3. Intellectual attainments in - religious
knowledge of themselves will not avail. It
is not enough to know the way, we must
walk therein. It will not avail that we are
only near the kingdom. we must be in it.
Almost saved, we may be altogether lost.
How sad if nothing better can ever be said of
8abbath School scholars than this: ** Thou
art not far from the Kingdem of God."”

THIRD SABBATH.

SusJsECT :—Hypocrisy and Piety, Mark 12:
38—4d. o y’

See the same discourse of our Lord given
in full in Matt. 23.

V. 38.—Scribes—men who copied and
expounded the Law. The address was to
the Disciples, in the hearing of the people,~
many Scribes probably being present. See
the holy boldness of Jesus: let us never be
ashamed of the truth. The Scribes wore
clothing to make a display of the ** virtues "
(See Matt. 28: 5.) ey wore unusually
Jarge - phylacteries,” strips of parchment,
with Scripture texts on them, worn on the
forehead, arm and side. They enlarged the
borders (fringes) of their upper garments.
Display is mean and bad in old or young
people—in ministers or people.

V. 39.—Compare Luke 14: 7, and Matt.
6: 5. These people made an outward show
of religion to J)romote their private ends.
They wanted the highest, best seats in the
Churches, and at feasts; they wanted to be
popular in all gathenngs, on Sabbath and
week-day. Their aim was to gain the con-
fidence of persons whom they might rob of
their money or property. Widows trusted
them, and were robbed. They made long
prayeis *‘for filthy lucre,” for money, or
money’s worth. Let us see lest this wicked
zpirit of Hypocrisy find its way into our

earts.

V. 40.— Hypocrites, because they know
the truth, and do it not, receive greater pun-
ishment, heavier condemnation. If then we
Jearn the truth in School or in Church, let us

be caretul to practice it.

Yv. 41—44.—See Luke 21: 1-— 4--—-Trea-
sury: chests in the Temple Court, into which
the people put their gifts for upholding the
Temple Ordinances. e two mites were the
smallest Jewish coin. The widow gave all.
God judges our gifts. not by the amount we
‘szive‘:! but by what we keep back. .See 2 Cor.

: 12,

As Christ still wants offerings for His
cause, 8o He looks and sees who gives much
and who little. We should give what will
cost us real sacrifite. Would not you kee)
back one of those two mites? Give yourself
first : then place all you have at His disposal.
Bee the contrast between this poor widow and
those Scribes. Perhaps she had been made
80 poor by the plots of some greedy Scribe.
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FOURTH SABBATH.
Svpsect:  The inting at Bethany,
Mark 14:3-0. See Matt. 26: 1-16; Luke23:

1-6; John 12: 1-4.

The anointing took place at Bethany in the
house of Simon, whom the Lord had cured of
leprosy. Lazarus was at the feast and Mar-
tha served. Simon was likely a near rela-
tive of the ‘‘ Family of Bethany.” Perhaps
he was that very leper whose case is récorded
Matt. 8: 1-4. This was the last visit of Jesus
to Bethenv,

Vv. 3. The 1ooman was Mary. See John 12:
3. Spikenard, pure nard, a very valuable
sweet smelling ointment. In hot eastern
countries such anointings were most welcome.

Vv. 4. Judas (See Johr 12: 4) was the
spokesman of the disciples in being angry at
this ** extravagance.”

Vv. 5. 300 pence—<£9 or £10 sterling.—
What was the true motive of Judas? What
did he pretend ? See John 12.

Vv. 6. ‘The Lord defends her; her motive
was J)ure; the act was timely; it was all she
could do.

Vv. 7. See Deut. 15: 11.

Vv. 8. Con}\fare John 12: 7. She did not
intend it for His burving : she did not expect
His death: but that death was near, ancl)e no
other anoinfing was permitted her, though
the spices had been brought to thegrave.

Vv. 9. In the act of love done to Him she
has erected to herself an eterpal monument.
as lasting as the Word of God. From gener-
ation to generation this prophecy has been
fulfilled ; and we are fulfilling it in the Sabbath
8chools to-day.

Let us do what we can for Jesus. Those
who have no caskets of nard to offer may
have two mites.

Compare the wasteful prudence of Mary
with the soul-destroying greed of Judas.

If we give our souls to Him we can consider
nothing else too precious to offer.

FIFTH SABBATH.

SuBJecT:~The betrayal, Mark 14: 43—
B50. Matt. 26: 47--56; Luke 22: 47—53;
John 18: 1—12.

After the Lord and His disciples had eaten
the Passover and the Supper, in the upper
room, in Jerusalem, and after Jesus had
spoken the words and uttered the prdyer
recorded by John (Chapter 14 to 17.) He
with His eleven disciples passed out of the
city, over the brook Kedron, and sought rest
and retirement in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Jesus knew that His * hour was come.” He
knew the cup which He had to drink. He
praved in®gony three times, to be spared the
awful conflict; but submitted Himself meekly
and wholly to the Father's will. Look at the
scene: the garden—the shades of night—the
sleeping disciples —the Lard alone, and lonely
bearing the sins of the world. Angels com-
fort Him. He knew well what wascoming; He
had warned His disciples, but they *‘could
not watch one hour.”

Judas knew the garden well, for he had
been there often with the Master. None but
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the disciples did know that Jesus was to
spend the night there, and none of the disci-
ples but Judas would betray the secret. The
chief priests had made up their mind not to
touch Jesus during the feast lest there should
be an uproar among the people; but when
Judas ofteret to deliver Him into their hands
in the dead of night, in a "onely spot, where
there was no friendly * maltitude,” thev
greedily accepted the offer. What was the
pay for which Judas did this? Who came
with him? What sign had he given them ?

Look at the crowd of priesta, acribes, soldi-
ers, &c., cuming with the Traitor at their
head. Jesus knows they are at hand and
waras the disciples.

Vv. 44, 45.—The Betrayer's kiss! How
awful a sin it is to pretend love to Jesus when
we are unfaithful to Him !—to be counted foe
friends when we are enemies! (Compare the
accounts in the other gospels.) See the re-
buke given to the traitor, and the repulse of
the multitude. (John 18: 6.)

Vv. 47.~Who drew the sword? (John
18) What was the servant’s name? What
did Jesus ng and do with respect to Malchus?
(See Luke 22: 57.) What aid does Chnist say
he could have? Meaning of legion? What
Scriptures foretell His suffering? (See Psalms
22 and 69, Isaiah 53 and Dan. 9: 24—27.)
How did the disciples act? One a traitor,
eleven deserters! 8‘ But when the eleven
forsook the Lord, other disciples, such as
Nicodemus and Jos%ph of Arimathea, took a
more decided stand for Him. The Church
can never fail; new Christians always take
the place of the old ones.™)

1. Note the kiss of Judas: the sign of love
become a serpent's bite. The awful change
in Judas, from an honoured disciple to a base
betrayer. Such changes are frequent still.

2. Jesus is taken in the name of religion by
the anthorities of the temple. They pretend
that they are serving God when persecating
His Son. ‘

3. The folly of violence,—illustrated by
Peter's cutting oft Malchus’s ear. Vinlence
of this sort in the service of God will only
¢ take awayv the ears ’ of people subjected to it.

4. See Christ's perfect submission aud re-
signation: His fettered hands break the bars
of death.

5. Angela—-72.000 were ready to come to
Jesus’ aid: but the Scripture'must be fulfill-
ed: He must tres” the winepress alone.

Hews of the Thurch.

Nova 8cotia.

Miss Jonxs, the young lady who
made applicatior: to be received as one
of the Foreign Missionaries of the
Church, and was accepted, took ker de-

arture from Halifax in the steamship
R’ova Scotian, on the 22nd ult, en roule
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for the scene of her future labors. She
is to be engaged, as has been already
noted, in theglndian Zenana Mission of
the Church of Scotland, and will be
supported principally by St. Matthew’s
Congregation in this city.

AR interesting meeting was held on
the evening of Wednesday, 16th ult., in
reference to this work, at which Rev. .
S. Woodside of the Lodiana Mission,
India, was present, and gave very valu-
able and timely information. The
Zenana, he says, means the * place for
women’—a prison, to all intents and
purposes. To educate the women is
counted a crime. Women are practi-
cally life prisoners. But now the
Zenanas are becoming the scene of
Schools. High caste children will at-
tend Zenana schools who will not go
elsewhere; and thus the way willﬁe
paved for other schools. Fifty years
ago there was not a school in all India
for girls. In 1824 Mrs. Wilsov com-
menced a school. In 1825 there were
200 poor girls in the school, and in less
than fifty years the Zenana doors had
been flung open. Free access can now
be had to thousands of homes; and if a
thousand christian women offercd, there
is work enough for all. No less than
80,000 women of India are now receiv-
ing instruction. There are orphanages,
day schoole and boarding schools, and
these are attended by old and young.
Mr. Woodside related the case of a
Bengalee gentleman, going to Edin-
burgh, who placed his wife and daughter
in a christian school to be educated.
Miss Johns goes to Madras to assist in
this hopeful work Her attainmerts as
a teacher in one of our principal schools
eminently qualify her for the task she
has undertaken. The Sabbath School
teachers of St. Matthew's met with her
in the school room, on the evening of
the 21st, joining in the Holy Commu-
nien of the Lmvg’s Supper, and bade her
furewell.

FroM THE PRESBYTERY OF PicToU
we bave the following :—

Barney’s River—After many yaars
ot patient waiting and praiseworthy
perseverance, Barney’s River Congreza-
tion has at last succeeded in securing the
rervices of a stated pastor. On Tues-
day, the 22nd of last montb, the Pres-
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bytery of Pictou mot for the purpose of
inducting Rev. Mr. McKichan .into
that charge. Our correspondent * H.”
writes :— Although it was the harvest sea-
son, the congregation attended largely,
several having remembered and sat un-
der his father’s ministry, —one old
elder. who served under the father, be-
ing spared to see the son’s settlement,
and another, formerly of that congrega-
tion, who had heard Mr. McKichan,
senior, preach, was present from devotion
to the cause—all added intercst to the
occasion. The services were commenced
by Rev. Mr. Murray of Wallace, preach-
ing from ii. Cor. 2,14-16, ¢ suitable
and edifying discourse on the Nature of
the Christian Ministry, after which,
having received satisfactory answers to
the questions put, Rev. C. Dunn, Moder-
ator, offered prayer-in behalf of the
newly inducted minister, when Rev.
Mr. Coull addressed the latter faithfully
and earnestly upon his duties, and Rev.
Mr. Herdman, the people upon theirs.
On retiring, the large congregation

ave the right hand of fellowship.

hus far for this auspicious settlement.
Afterwards, the Trustees of Lochaber,
the other branch of the congregation,
mePwith the Presbytery and gave in
subscriptions of upwards of $100 as
their contribution for service. Thus
Barney’s River and Lochaber give five
hundred dollars of stipend to their new-
ly settled Pastor,—a most delightful
tribute, and as much as can be expected
from these places. And thus the “last
shall be first.” Barney’s River has wait-
ed years upon years for a minister, pay-
ing for Presbyterial services, and never
giving up hope, when providentally the
son of their former pastor appeared,
whom they called after hearing him at
the Sacrament, and now they rejoice
in a placed minister, able to communi-
cate in both languages, while some other
abler congregations in the Presbyteryare
vacant. al‘hat this settlewent may be
permanent and bear good fruit is our
prayer.

WEesT BraNck and East River ar2
still vacant, but not, we are glad to say,
slumbering or inactive, for they are
anxiously looking round and askin
“ who will take up our banner an
carry it forward ?” We trust that ere
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long they shall again bear the “ glad
sound ” from the lips of some “ man
after Gods own heart,” who will be
willing to cast in his lot with them, and
break to them the bread of life.

GAIRLOCH, too, i2 now among the
“wasic places” of Zion, for we see by
the Canada Presbyterian that the
Rev. Mr. Brodie was to have been in-
ducted to the pastoral charge of Locheil,
Glengarry, on the 30th Sept.

T"was not * mair stipend  called him hence,
This much we vouch in his defence.

Sart Springs CONGREGATION met
on the 8th Sept. to bear the Synod's
delegates on * Union.” On.y one of
the two invited was present, viz.: the
Rev. G. M. Grant, M. A., of Halifax,
whose enthusiasm the *many waters”
of the preceding stormy day could not
quench. Notwithstanding the unfavour-
ableness of the weather on the day ap-
pointed for meeting, the attendance was
good. Mr. Grant gave a very clear,
dispassionate, exhaustive statement of
the “ Rise and Progress ” of the Union
Movement, after which a vote was
taken, showing the feeling to be more
against than for Union yet.
theTnS:l Rev. W. McMillan, b};astor.of

TiNgS COM; tion, being 8|

'ntzdugneng:f tb%reg:leglm :nf thl:

vangelical Alliance Conference in
Montreal, is away to spend his holiday
where he can add profit to pleasure.

CONGREGATIONAL WORK IN PUG-
WASH.

We gladly give place to the subjoined
Report of C ional work, by the
zzmm of the church at Pugwash, which

ishes, at the same time, an idea of
the relative strength of the diffcrent
sections of the congregation :—

It is now a year since I bave been

settled in this co ion. We have
just bad o:r{eu‘ly munion service
and our yearly business meeting. So 1

am in a better position now than at
any previous time to speak of the con-

gmg,uon. and to compare its present
condition with what it was a year ago.
Extent of Congregation.—There are
five sections where divine service is held
regularly :—1. Pugwash—in the church,
two services every three weeks; 2.
Victoria—in school house ; 8. Oxford—
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in the Baptist meeting-house ; 4. Rock-
ley—in the school house; 5. Pugwash
River—in Temperance Hall. In each
of these we hold onme service in three

weeks.

On the day I visit Victoria and Ox-
ford, I generally have a third service at
the Railway station at Thomson Pond.

There are several families in Goose
River Settlement whose parents in
Scotland belonged to the Established
Church. Not having a minister of their
choice, they connected themselves long
ago with the Reformed Presbyterian
body of that place. Of late years, the

ormed Presbyterians have been un-
able to keep a pastor. The families
above mentioned, therefore, desire to be
connected with our congregation, and
have asked for a part of my services.

By having three services the day I
reach in Pugwash and Rockley,

can give them one service in three
weeks.

Number of Families.~When I came
here there were about 80 families point-
ed out to me as belonging wholly or
partly to us. During the year, ten
more associated themselves with us
wholl{ or partly. I several of these it
is only one of the parents thatisat

resent Presbrterian. The families are
oc;tug'med thusis—‘-c The Village,
1. tion.—The Vi 10,

Gulf Shore, 6 ; River Philip road,

4 ; Pogwash River, 16, - - 36
2. Victoria Section. — Victoria and

Birch Ridge, 18 ; Thomson Pond, 4,22
8. Ozford— - - - -1
4. Rockley.—Rockley, 14; Eel Creck,

7, « = = - - - 2

90

Number of Members. — Before our
Communion last year, as accurately as
1 can ascertain, there were in the con-
g:agltion 86 communicants. At that

mmunion four joined, and at our last,
twelve. our present number is 103,

These are distributed as follows : —
Pugwash Vill 11; Pugwash River,

26 ; River Philip roxg,'s, - 43
Victoria and Birch Ridge, - 17

Rockley and Eel Creck, - - 25
Gulf Shore, 8; Goose River, 4, - 12
Cxfod, 5, -« - - - - b

102
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Number of Subscribers. — Besides
ditferent members in the families above
mentioned, several persons in each sec-
tion contributed a listle to the funds of
the congregation who do not belong
to it.

The collectors’ books show the follow-
ing number of names of persons promis-
ing something during the past year :(—

Pugwash and vicinity, - - 15
P:g:ash River, - oo, 27
Rockley and Eel Creek, - - 35
Victoria and Thowmson, - 58
Oxford, - - - =« - <15

Total - - 150

Supplement—Last year this congre-
gation received a supplement of $220
from the H. M. Board. We expect to
be able to do with considerably less this
year. Many in the congreégation do
not pretend to subscrihe as much as
they could afford, but what they think
fair for them in proportivn to what others
give. If some would advance, others
would follow. Oxford offers $60 this year
instead of 840 last year. If the people
of Goose River get service regularly,
they may contribute as much as Oxford.
So we should do this year wath about
8140 supplement.

Churches.—We have only one church
in the congregation, where four are
needed. One 18 required at Rockley,
River Philip, where the audience every
fine day is much too large to get sitting
or standing room in the school-house.
The people talk about building one
some time ; but for their own comfort, as
well as that of the minister, they should

bea;\ at once.

e need one also in Oxford ; but the
people there are not strong enough yet
to undertake the building of a church,
without considerable encouragement
from outside. In the meantime, we are
much indebted to the Baptists there,
who kindly give us the use of their very
nice and commodious church.

The School-hcuse in Victoria does
not nearly accommodate the assembly
that gather there on Sabbath da{s.
Victoria and the surrounding settle-
ments need a church, and are able to
build one. They are to move in the
matter this fall. We hope, therefore,
to have a church there soon.

Baptisms.—~] am not quite done with
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statistics yet. I wish to mention the
numbar of persons whom 1 have bap-
tized since I came here.

The staunch Presbyterians of Pictou
might well feel a sensation of mingled
wonder, alarm, indignation and pity,
did they see their degenerate sons and
brothers in this county, with fanilies of
six and ten children,and all unbaptized.
This is quite a common thing in this
county of many-coloured creeds.

It might, perhaps, help to reconcile
Pictonians to the Union, to consider,
that it would open the way for man
children to become partakers of thia
sacred right of the christian child, who,
at presert, are allowed to grow up in a
state of semi-heathenis

I have been doing what I could in
this way. Since I came here I baptized
42. Among these was one adult; one
14 years of age: the rest children. In
Pugwash Village, 5; Oxford, 10; Vie-
tona and Birch Ridge, 12; Rockley,
5; Thomson, 2; in Wallace Congrega-
tion, 4 ; in other places, 4.

J. M. SUTHERLAND.

8t. John’s, Newfoundland.

The Roman Catholics number about
four-fifths of the population of the city,
or 20,000 out of 25,000. They scem to
live on very good terms with the Protes-
tants. At least, intermarriages are won-
derfully common. I visited their mag-
nificent Cathedral, and, noticing the
decorum of the crowds of worshippers,
was reminded of the striking words of
Wendell Philipps, whicb I guote, for
the benefit of soine of our congregations,
from a lecture lately delivered by him :—
“ Ge with me into any Cathedral in
Southern Europe. There is one count-
ing his beads; and swarming thmﬁ:
the church are travellers, criticising
paintings and statuary. Perbaps in
that Chapel there is a sermon; and in
that other there is mass; and, in
another, confesions are being heara.
Yet, there that one knecls; and 1 have
seen Queen Victoria’s uncle, the Duke
of Cambri brush by him, and he
never lifted his eyes; he never turned
his bead ; for he felt that he was greater
than .the Duke; he was talking with
God.® «Itislawful to learn from an
enemy,” aud certainly many need to
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learn, and can do so from the Roman
Catholic, that, while * talking with
God ” in His own House, head-turnin
and f;azing about are unbecoming an
sinful.

Next to the Roman Catholics in point
of numbers, come the Episcopalians,
and then the Wesleyans, who are in-
creasing rapidly, and whose zeal de-
gerves commendation and iwitation.
Baptists are not to be found. The
Congregationalists have a rather flour-
ishing church, and are sending out Mis-
sionaries to different parts of the island.
The Dresbyterians are but “a little
flock.” There are but three congrega-
tions in the whole island, and all are
small. It is righ®, however, to mention,
that there isa Union Church at Tilt Cove
Mines, the Church of Scotland having
an equal right thereto with the Episco-
palians. This we owe to the liberality
and zeal of Smith McKay, Esq., one of
the owners of the Mine, and a member
of St. Andrew’s Congregation. At
present there arc very few Presbyterians
at Tilt Cove, bat it is well that we
should have a church there, as the
population is increasing. Union will
undoubtedly aid Presbyterianisin very
much in tie Island. A Presbytery can
then be formed, which of itself will be a
good thing. As it is now, the Presby-
terians of Newfoundland are practically
almost Cougregationalists.

Coming to St. Andrew’s Congrega-
tion, it certainly is a matter of much

titude to the Great Head of the

hurch, that, notwithstanding the many
difficulties they have had lately to con-
tend with, they are in as good a positior
now as ever they were. After the de-
arture of Rev. Mr. McDougall, they
e somewhat disco d, and pro-

Is were made to Bc:raﬁlr Harvey'’s
ongr-gation to unite with them on cer-
tain conditions. These negotiations came
to nothing, and I for one am not sorry, for
surcly, in a flourishing city like St.
John’s, there should be, at least, two
good Presbyterian congregations. It
would be a great pity to shut up either.
church. Oi:r denominations, notably

the Wesleyans, are increasing, and why -

should not the Presbyterians ?

St. Andrew’s congregation have a
church capable of seating 700 people,
and a neat manse, both free from debt.
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They have about 60 familics, besides
many interesting young men, from
whoin much may be expected. They
are able to offer a salary of £300 cy., a
sum which I am sure would soon be
largely increased if they could obtain
an earnest and faithful pastor, for they
are not a people who believe in doing
as little as possible for him whom they
call to be over them in the Lord. Their
warm-heartedriess and liberaiity have
become almost proverbial. 1 tvel bound
to acknowledge the great kindness I met
with, and 1 trust that God may soon
raise up for them a good minister, and
that he may reccive even greater atten-
tion and kindness.

They have only two Elders, one of
whom, W. D. Morrison, Esq., gave
much of his valuable time, in visiting
the different families with me. The
Sabbath School is small, the average at-
tendance being only about 40. They
act wisely, however, in keeping up the
school duriug the vacancy in the church.
It will be a bond of Union. The inter-
est in the church will never dic out if
the doors are opened every Sabbath,
and the young meet together to hear of
beaven and learn the way thereto.

A large meeting of the congregation
was held on 2nd Sept., to consider the
Remit oo Union sent down by the Pres-
bytery. No opportunity had been
previously given to them to discuss and
vote upon that important question, and,
consequently, the following minute will
be read with interest:— The proposed
Basis and accompanying Resolutions
having been read and f'x’zlly explaired
by Rev. Mr. McMillian, and remarks
having been made by certain of the con-

egation, it was propased by Smith
lﬁc ay, Esq., and seconded by W. D.
Morrison, Esq., and unanimously carried,
that this congregation approve of Union
on the proposed Basis, and that the
Rev. Mr. McMillan be requested to
communicate this decision to the Pres-
bytery.” J. M

New Brunswick.

Ix our remarks last month, respecting
the rcsli{ghation and anticipated depari-
ure of Rev. Mr. Halley from Frederic-
ton, were contained what have been
considered the germs of a imisunder-
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standing, for which we have to express
our sincere regret. TR construction of
the sentence has been interpreted to
signify that the rev. gentleman had
failed in duty as well as 1n health; but
it is surely unnecessary for us to declare
that such an insinuation was farthest
from our thoughts. On the contrary,
we have been given to understand that
Mr. Hallev has time and again received
substantial tokens of good will from the
people of the congregation, and that
their sympathy with bim in bis illness,
and oft-repeated friendly sentiments,
saow that they retain an affectionate
remembrance of his labors, and are
deeply moved at his departure. We
may also add that, previous to leaving
Fredericton, he was waited upon by
some of the mewbers of the congrega-
tion, and received a handsome token of
this goud feeling towards him.  To show
that the congregation has been diligent-
Iy cared for, we should state that the
people in town and country have re-
ceived from Dr. Brooke and Mr. Halley,
an avera%e of about five pastoral visits a
year, exclusive of ordinary social inter-
course. These facts, as well as what
follow, would likely have never reach-
ed us but for that unfortunate sentence ;
and we take the liberty of suggesting
that occasionally a report of what 1s
being done over there be sent for pub-
lication in the Record.

The Sabbath School connected with
this congregation is evidently at present
in a very prosperous condition. We
notice by the returns farnished to the
Synod’s Committee that everything ap-
pears to be well managed and in gooid
working order. The school has been
for sowe time under the control of the
S. 8. Society—an organization presided
over by the Superintendent, a gentle-
man who is at once eminent for his
attainments and his skill as an experi-
enced and practical teacher. Under
his management, the pastor and assist-
ant are zealous teachers and advisers,
and the school is admirably organized
and prosperous. The number of
scholars on the roll is 114 ; teachers,
11; last yvear they raised 870 for Mis-
gions and School expenses.

Rev. RomT. J. CAMERON returned
rom his visit to Scotland a few weeks
~go. His brother, Rev. A. H. Cameron,
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supplied the pulpit of St. Andrew’s, St.
John, during s absence. The latter
has since gone on a visit to the Upper
Provinces, where he expects to become
permanently settled.

Prince ﬁ-;v;d Island.

St. Peter’s and Brackley Point Roads.
—Mr. McLeod, who has been laboring
for some time at Fawleigh Mountain,
for the past few weeks, has been giving
services at the above named places.
He writes:—“ A week last Sabbath
(18th) I conducted worship th St.
Peter’s Road Church in the morning.
In the afternoon J was driven to
Brackley Point, and addressed the peo-
ple there. In both ehurches we had a
good attendance. On Monday 1 visited
some twelve or fourteen families at
Brackley Point Road, and held service
in the church in the evening. On
Tuesday I returned to St. Peter’s Road,
T visited all that I possibly could. You
are aware that this is the busy season
with farmers ; in my visitation, conse-
quently, I met but few of them. How-
ever, already I see much good resulti
from these short visits. More atten
our meetings, and greater interest is
felt. On Tﬁ?;rsday evening I addressed
a goodly number of people again at this
place, and started a prayer-meeting,
which is to be held on ]i‘hursday even-
ings. Last Sabbath we had a very full
church here, and also at Brackley
Point. The Sabbath 8chools in either
{;laceare not what they should be. I

rought the matter before the congrega-
tion, and 1 feel that we will succeed in
baving a good school this year at St.
Peter's Road. I am trying hard to get
one started at Brackley Point. Men to
assist are scarce, but I trust we will
not fail. Qur prayer-meeting there is
on Monday evenings. The people at
these piaces sadly need a minister. 1
feel very much at home amongst them,
and only feel sorry th- : my stay must
be so short.” Mr. McLeod will give
another service at Fawleich Mountain
on his return from P. E. L

S8cotland.

WeE observe, in the H. & F. Record,
that the co tion of Martyr's
Church, Paisley, ﬁas elected the Rev.
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F. R. McDonald, assistant in the
Barony Church, Glasgow, and formerly
of Newcastle, N. B., to become their
minister.

We find the following paragraph in
the Glasgow Citizen of 22nd August :—

% PREBENTATION. — On Thursday
evening the Bible class in connection
with the Parish Church of Govan, held
s pleasant assembly in the Industrial
Schoolroom—Mr. Alex. Sibbald, one of
their number, in the chair. After a
suitable address from the chairman, ex-
Bailie Macfarlane, in a neat speech,
presented the Rev. Allan Pollok with
a very bandsome mantelpiece clock
bearing the following inscription :—
“ Presented to the Rev. Allan Pollok,
by the Parish Church Bible Class, in
appreciation of his unwearied services
as their spiritual instructor. Govan,
20th A\.\§ust,'l874." Mr. Pollok replied
in suitable terms. Dr. Pollok, of KRing-
ston, having come in at a later hour,
addressed those present in a manner
which was evidently highly appreciated.
The gift—a very handsome one on the
part of a few young people—was the
spontaneons expression of good-will to-
ward a beloved and respected minister
and teacher, and of regret on accouat of
his departure.”

TaE HEALTH OF TRE REV. Wx.
K~1gHT, DUNDEE. — “ We,” says the
Scotsman, “ are glad to be in a position
to state that the flev. William Kaight,
of St. Enoch’s Church, Dundee, is
rapidly recovering from his late serious
indisposition, and that he auticipates
being able to resume his ministerial
duties in the beginning of October next.
The rev. gentleman, who bas for some
time Deen sojourning in the north, sail-
ed about the middle of last week for Ca-
nada, where he intends to spend a brief
haliday, and letters written since his de-
parture tell ot the beneficial effects of
the sea voyage.” ‘lhe Rev. gentleman

was the guest of the Rev.. Dr. Murray
of McGill College, during bhis stay in
Montreal.

THE Reformers in the Episcopal
Church have n their agitation in
Halifax. Rev. M. Feltwell, formerly of
Moncton, N. B., addressed & respectable
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audience in Association Hall, on the
evening of the 80th, showing the Ro-
manizing tendencies of the present
practices in the old Episcopal commus-
nion. He fearlessly exposes the secret
workings of the system, and predicts a
revolution within her pale ere long com-
pared with which her present internal
dissensions and strifes are but trifling.
Bishop Cummins is shortly to visit New
Brunswick, and form a church in St.
John, of which Rev. Mr. Todd, of On-
tario, will have charge.

New HisTORY oF PROTESTANTISN.—
We nnderstand that Messrs. Cassell, Petter,
and Galpin have in contemplation to issue
shortly a work dealing comprehcusively
with the history of the Reformed Charches.
The work will be entitled “ The History of
Protestantism.’’

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

FORKIGN MISSION FUND.
Collection East Branch, East River,

per Duncan McDonald............ $13 10
Collection Pictou Island...... «sc ... 13 65
$26 75

Jas. J. BreMNER, T'reas.

Hahfaz, N. 8., 5tk Oct., 1874.
WIDOWS AXD ORPHANS FUND.

* Miramichi, per Hon. B. Rutchison,
Douglastown ......oocivnenenn.n. s
St. John Savings Bank, deposit made
b{ﬁkev. Dr. ‘Donald, on 1st Sept.,
1868, $216.21, and interest...... .29 T
St. Matthew's, Halifax :
W. H. Neal, last instalment on $100, 30 00
Gee. Mitchell, do SN 6 68
8t. Andrew's, Halifax:
C. McQueen, last instalment on $15,
P. Thompsos, do $156......

$828 43

500 00

R R

500
5 00

* Particulars will be given hereafter.
) W. C. Mexzigs, Treas.
Halifax, Oct. 2ad, 1874.
TOUNG MEN'S BURSARY FUND.
St. Matthew's, Halifax, per W. A.
Stnm""ﬁ ......... B
. Andrew's, Pictoun, . Hislop. .
Fredericton, per Rev. 5‘: Brooke.p .
Saltsprings, per W. McDenald..... ..

$138 17
. W. C. Menzigs, Treas.
Halifax, 2nd Oct, 1874,
PRES. CLERK'S FEE.
Barney's River, K Session...........

19 00



