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HOW TWEL/E CHURCHES BECAME ONE

BY REV.
CHARLFS M @N MAN in twenty years has
exercised a mightier influ
SHELDON % ence through his pen up-
on Christian thought and
Author of action Jhan Charles M. Sheldon.
“In His Steps" This sty is now running in serial
“Malcom Kirke' form injThe Ram’s Horn, and has
awaken@l wide and profound in-
terest. Mt may be called an *“ ecclesi-
s asticallygrevolutionary " story, strik-
= ing at s@tarian differences and pre-
(= judices, @hd giving an illustration of
RN the splef@lid results where, as in
Markh: the “ twelve churches be-

Dc.; Cloth, 50c. come onf”

Christ and giow
To-day R ed Him

. By PANSY....
v (Mrs, G. R, Afjten.,)

Cloth, 70 @ents.

YESTERTAY FRAMED IN T0-DAY

A Story of HIS new book, by Pansy, is

JTL writers have attempted to

the world of to-day should

labor, heal and bless as he did in th

centuries ago.
is unlike anything else in print.

roads and telegraphs, phonographs

brings a central figure—Jesus Chris

of this remarkable book will creal

desire on the part of those who havgfollowed the marvel-

lous development of the Pannlv]' boolgg—all of them minis-
ters for good along practical, helpfu

We Pay Postage.

Wesley Buildings, =«

n inspiration. Other
rtray the actions of
hrist appear in it to
esterday of nineteen
m there. Her book
to the to-day of rail-
d electric lights, she
The announcement
alike curiosity and

Pansy has placed

spiritual lines.

TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Hagifax, N.8,
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For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’'S

S00THING SYRUP

has m used lol;h children while mm 1t soothes
the ol softens -‘um.dh{: n, cures wind
oolic, ulates the stomach and wels.u&hﬁu best
remedy for diarrhea, Twenty-five cents a bottle, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world,

DweLLERs |
A Tale of

By ANNAN DALE ¢

““ Dwellers in Gotham” is

some ways unique to fiction.
preach in the form of fiction, 1i

GoTtHam
New York,
CLOTH, $1.25
novel after a manner in

t is not an attempt to
many books which have

appeared in recent years, but § is a pu novel of
genuine literary value, It is b t, crisp, ingenious and
interesting. . . To every whose heart beats for

man and who Qllj(l.\"ﬂ good readi

the perusal of * Dwel-
lers in Gotham ™ will be a joy.—,

therhood Advance,
WILLIAM BRICGS, Wesley
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';“' We Forget. | Shine out on thd paths where the dark
i g | is yet, §
l:",: BY QVILLIAM R. WoOD. | And t}x:etlives arp sick with the jar and
re-
:ol When the m@rn is high and the sky is = And not—ah, nefer—forget.
 in fair, Toronto, Ont.
 be- And the b
and kigd, : |
— We glide alofig with a careless air, 1
And ne'er gthrill in the jovial mind, Needless Febrs for the Truth,
For the heafls whose morning sun has _
set, It is wise to §e neither afraid of the
That toil thrd§ a dimsome storm path yet, trutk. nor afrdid for it. Some are
her Ah, strange fghat we forget! afraid of the trfith brought out by new
 of ) explorations an@ investigatic ~¢ in our
%0 And yet we rgean not to be unkind, time, lest this §hould be t w3e of
“{: To pass stel-hearted beside the way men’s losing faifh in the Bible. Every
_‘"?1 Where the light of our brother’s life de- truth, however,fis God’s truth, and will
1 clined, work to his giat ends. And if that
it And his ey§s grew dark to the beams which the explffrer or. investigator puts
snd of day; g forward for trygh is but a theory or a
vidl- Al, mo ! but @ur sun is beaming yet, | conjecture, thef@fire shall try his work,
nis- And the tideffof our life-stream knows ‘ an? will consulhe the wood, hay, and
no fret; | stubble in it. $Let us at least come up
And thus ourfghearts—forget. | to the level of GRmaliel’s faith, that what
! | is naught of Gbd will' come to naught.
And we dreamy no dream of an hour to | Tg be afraid fdff the truth, as though it
T, come, @ | could not authdhticate itself to the mind
. In the far di#h distance beyond to-day, | and conscienceffof man, is to degrade
When our songl¥ voice, too, shall be tune- 1 truth to the leffel of mere opinion. It
) less, dungb, | is to ignore the plement of reality in the
™M And our heawWy hearts in their loneness | tputh, which glves it the assurance of
pray, efficacy and pergetuity. It was not faith

That a brother $eart with its sun unset, = which moved
May beam its light on our eyes, tear wet, o steady the a
] And not—ah, n@—forget. | faith, but unbe!

zah to put out his hand
%k of the Lord; nor-is it
f, which prompts much

er in o . N of the anxiety fwe feel, at times, that
e Joz::de a',:,t;dhzz‘: : irzlggu;i{%y;sm%ﬁihg | God’s truth ma§ prove too weak to hold
sl of gleam; its own in the c@nflict of opinions.—S. 8.
Bl And I would noffaught of its light con- Times.

wel- fine t

) Or lessen; bu uh, let its tenderest Whatever godll *we demand in others

beam ought to be foulld in us.
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OUR PERJODICALS.

The best, the cheapest, fthe most entertaluing
the most §opular. Yearly
Subscription

Christian Guardian, weekly. .
Methodist Magazine and Revig
Magazine and Review, and Guf
Magazine and Review, Guardid
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekl,
Sunday-school Banner, month
Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, un

6 copies and upwards .. §.
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weel

Less than 20 copies .

v, monthly ...
dian or Wesleyan
and Onward e 838

Over 20 copies...........4
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less the

10 copies and upwards ... ..o
Happy Days, fortnightly, less tflan 16 copies

rl{oopleu and upwards.... & .. 1
Dew Drops, weekly, o

Per quarter . ...
Berean Senior Quarterly ..... J ot
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per fonth. ... .. v
Berean Iniermediate Quarterfly, 100 copies per

QUATLER ......o.aonieinans 1 ................ 6 00

10 copies

Quarterly Review Service. B
adozen; $2 per 100. Pe
dozen ; per 100........

Tue Asove Prices IfELUDE PosTAGE

WILLIAM 1GGS,
Methodist Book and Mablishing House,
C. W. Coates, Tonony )
2176 St. Catherine St.,
Montreal, Que.

Si;nhrary* 5}11 01, g.;udmm

W. H. WITHRO

D.D., EDITOR."

TORONTO, HAY, 1899,

Temperanced Lessons.

ours that an en-
t the approaching
tion to remove
e the plan of
son at least once
that in the in-

onal system no
de. We are sure
ry great disap-
ction in Canada,

We have heard ru
deavour will be made
Sunday-school Conv
from the Lesson sc
having a temperance I
a quarter., We tru
terest of the Intern.
such attempt will be
that it would cause
pointment and dissatis
as we believe it woul
Our people
great deal of importal
and make it the occas

e attach a very
to this lesson,
n of inculcating

received than those in
topics of temperance a
thus taught. We feel

missions are
t it would be

interpreted as
and of tempori
the greatest ev
any less emph
lessons or perm!
their occurrence

'lowering the standard
g in the presence of
of the times to place
is on the temperance
any less frequency in

The Dema@id of Childhood.
a—

BY THE REVE JOHN McLEAN, Pu.D.

Periods of dis
progress of the

very have marked the
yorld, and every period
has pursued itd§ special quest, as the
discovery of lostanuscripts or unknown
countries, It h@s been reserved fur the
present century o make two important
discoveries, the@gdiscovery of the lost
Christ and the olild.

In poetry therg were iew references to
the child. Hder presents a faint
glimmering rqterence ; Shakespeare
knowing little ut him; but William
Blake peopled try from the nurseries,
and Eugene Fiely sang his merry lays,
which endeared pthe children and made
him king of thegehildhood world. The
Greeks and Romens knew little about
him, and thou he was found at the
time of the Reformation, he was lost
again until RaiKes of Gloucester, Arnold
of Rugby. and GRthrie of Edinburgh, dis-
covered him, a taught us the art of
winning the ponsibility, duty and
dignity of educ$ting and elevating the

| child.

in the United |

In the older 1
excepting a few
Crusoe, Pilgri
Dairyman’s Da

rature he had no place,
are books, as Robinson

Progress, and the
hter, but in modern
times the sweetffaces of youth are seen
in Dickens' Littl Nell, Harriet Beecher
Stowe’s Eva, an® in the numerous books
and magazines Mablished in the interests
of childhood. 'ew of the old masters
painted childrengwhile no less than forty
of the most p inent pictures at the
Philadelphia Cengennial were of children.

Christianity igfthe religion of child-
hood. It is th& only religion with a
child in it. ile contemporaneous
history was sileft, the Bible deals with
the infant years ¢f Moses, David, Samuel,
Samson, Christ, d many others. We
have come to a gew era for childhood,
and there is a n child in the world.
The child is a v@lume to be read, and
childhood has begdme the text-book of
the age. alter Pope’s maxim,

i
b
|
|
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«he proper gudy of mankind is man,” into his service, ug blessed is he who
and say, “ Thd proper study of mankind | can say as the ¥y th of old, “ Speak,
is the child.” § That we may deal right- Lord, for thy servasit heareth,” and the
eously with tife future citizens and work- ' benediction of the%on has given them
ers of God,§we require the magic of ' a recognition in the world, such as can
Together, thd reflexive power of educa- never again be 1 What God has
tion, the redprocal union of interests, | done for the youtlt is seen not only in
the parent @nd teacher educating the | their possibilities, But in the heights at-
youth, and t§e child training and bless- = tained by George Stevenson, Hugh Mil-
ing his teaclers. ler, Michael Faraday, and Humphrey
The childhas been set in the midst ' Davey. In the ilding of character
to reveal thdchild-type of religion in the | there is nothing all. Every child is
possession the child-like spirit, the & good for somethin The coming Chris-
unity of Ciist with childhood, so that | tian manhood andl womanhood must be
in biassinglithe child we are blessing built upon divine pi inciples and nurtured
Christ; in Hrting him in body, intellect | by the hand of d.
or soul, wel are striking the Master Ruskin tells us of the marriage of the
and the difhity of the man who keeps | leaves: “ All plapts are composed of
fresh the @nnocence, humility, spirit, | essentially two gits—the leaf and root
memory affl imagination of his early | —one loving the dight, the other dark-
days. Gré&t men have learned the | ness; one liking fto be clean, the other
secret of tHlls holy alliance in loving the ! to be dirty; one fiking to grow for the
sweet faced and keeping company with | most part up, thefother for the most part
the youngd Macaulay, Dickens, Cole- ' down, and each having faculties and pur-
ridge, and @harles Lamb were their cap- poses of its own But the pure one,
tives, and §bved to abide in their tender which loves thek light, has, above all
slavery. & things, the purpgse of being married to
The diviie intention of childhood is | another leaf, and jhaving child-leaves, and
seen in tje garment of flesh, the in- | children’s childrfn leaves, to make the
tellectual ¢ constitution and spiritual | earth fair foreve And when the leaves
nature. TR purpose of God in creating | marry, they putfon wedding-robes, and
a child is,{#h the words of the Catechism, | are more gloriofls than Solomon in all
“to glorif§f God and enjoy him forever.” | his glory, and tHey have feasts of honey,
The intenton of God is that each sha.l | and we call them Flowers.”
be like hfmhself in character. Endowed Is not this af picture of the lives of
with gradious faculties, the young aris- | many children fp different surroundings,
tocrat of jthe street has yearnings after | some born to Boble things and others
goodnessf@nd his great thought is to be | strangely dest ed to lives of shame.
a good m@An, as at the end of life he had | Heredity speaks 2 strange language.
wished tdibe. The great Master has sent  Still God is jugitice, and love rules over

k]

him to bl a benediction to the world by ' all. A

calling oMt its love, in cherishing, dis- Eternal peacg is the righteous heritage
ciplining$and caring for the future citi- | of each child. The provisions of divine
zens of efirth and heaven. The kingdom | grace include he young, and it is the
of man Bas recognized this fact in pro- | duty of the ch arch to seek their salva-

. Dr.J. G Holland pertinently said,
't'igwne c;n rajge more Christians by
juvenile Chris§an culture than by adul.t_
conversion—a thousand times more.
And Bishop Sgmpson has supplemented
of the rfite he maintains the existence | this by sayingg" 1 am satisfied that the
and unity of the empire in which he | day is coming fwhen, in our church and
lives, forfthat nation which has old peo- | in all the churghes of the world, we shall
vle only §8 doomed to extinction, and the | look chiefly the conversion of the
race advahces as it increases the oppor- | children, and fis a comparatively rare
tunities df childhood. Boys want to be | jnstance to th§ conversion of those in

tecting His rights and privileges, for the
laws of fhe country shield the boy on
the stredk and the infant in the cradle
from th& grasp of the robber and the
knife of ##he murderer. As a member

men, for God has made them so. maturer years.§

God inf8nds that each child shall use | Childhood i the age of ignorance,
this worl@ias a preparation for the future | knowing not tHe path to the goodness
life. Héjhas provided numerous ser- l and greatness manhood. The Chris-
vants in fipture and grace to wait upon ! tian idea of chid-ignorance is not, how-
him that {he may be fitted for his life- oever, the idea Wpon which Rosseau’s sys-

task. T was based. The child

b Father has called children : tem of educatidl
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is ignorant of thq language of his par- | righteousness by th¢ school and church, Meth
ents and people, fhe laws and customs | When his home tmMining includes the
of his own country, of the future and its | suppression of boo and papers which
possibilities, and Jof his own powers. | incite to crime, and Buch resorts as beget In th
Yet he is a creatufe of sensitiveness and | vice, right views ofshis own relation to e
susceptibility, of § affections, of over- | others, especially t¢ward the poor, and artlclesl
powering fervour,fwith a capacity for | all that is included {under the term true that wi
suffering and an fncapacity for self-de- | religion, he may begsaid to be receiving the Fil
fence. an answer to his appeal. The demand Ramon
It is an age of fanocence and impres- | of the child of wealth is apt to be over- b
sibility. He can jbe easily led toward | looked, and instead f fitting him for life, Wartil
the good or bad. § His mind grows by | he is trained in Bonventionalities and touchin
self-revelation. play he ascertains ' false views of life, fand with a body and H““g‘;’
what he can do, Qiscovering the possi- | mind pampered thiggugh the indulgences the B :
bilities of will and ghought, and in work | of riches, his education is neglected. ﬁ‘ayﬂo
he accepts the prdclivities and inclina- | Godly habits are fthe child’s necessity. 'I‘hel
tions of other folf. He may be in- | The bad boy of th# neighbourhood often graphi
fluenced for time Ind eternity through | becomes such thrdugh lack of training in Brif
his emotions, mempry or imagination. | and because nothjng good is expected qalemh
The bad look, thq giddy teacher, the ' from him. Activ y is the normal con- Iewisl
careless parent, m@y work untold harm | dition of youth, d the education de- ‘ Very
during these early ¥ears, and the teacher | manded by childhdod consists in laying Rupert
or parent with a Igh ideal may leave  hold of his activity and directing it to- paper
the stamp of holinfss and heaven upon = ward God-likeness, Sometimes we for- Rev. 13
the young heart an§ life. | get the culture infreligious forms. No sionar
It is an age of refigious feeling. The | Anarchist can gladuate from a weli- Wha
attitude of prayer [ the right attitude | disciplined Christian home. A true hood,
for a child. Foldefl hands and bended | home training will not only enforce light
knees speak ever of finocence. Thoughts | obedience to authbrity, but also teach Timel;
of God pass through his mind as he | the respect due to fit, which will be seen by A',’
looks at the stars anfl wonders what they | and felt in the scool and on the street Ruth,
say. Do we apprecfte this attitude and | by the sense in th@ young of the respect populs
feeling, or are we ghilty of blunting it ? due to authority. 'orce may be author- Air.
It is an age of irresgonsibility. The re- | ity and it may no The young peo- World

sponsibility of the gresent and much of | ple do not want vice, they love com-

the future rests upgn his masters. Be- | mand. Put a laddn a class in Sunday- -
ing unaccountable, Be must be obedient  school and treat him in a sentimental
1 be well-nigh impos-

to those in authori

manner, and it wi

The demand of ch .dhood is for such a
training as will fit phim to fulfil God's

the opening of a
reformatory institutf for boys, he re-
marked that if only
from ruin, it would
care and labour of
institution. In pri
gentleman said to , “Did you not
colour that a little, §hen you said that
all that expense and @bour would be re-
paid if it only saved Ppne boy ?” “ Not
if it was my boy,” wks the solemn and
convincing reply. e impossible par-
ent is he who says, ‘§I have a right to
do what I like with m¥ own child.” The
true teacher is the mo#her. The child’s
school-room is the mdgher’s heart, and
the mother’s school- is the child’s
heart.

The child demands

ay for all the cost,
éitablishing such an
gate conversation a

| hour long.
| structive or destruftive.

instruction in !

sible to keep himkthere; but put a cap
with tinsel on hl:1 ead, and call him a

soldier, and you wjll command him, and
he will be patieny during a lecture an
His @ctivity may be con-
It is our duty
to make it constryctive. He ought to
be trained in hig own denomination,
which is not a den®mination to him, but
the Church of God.f Being trained from
life, through life, life by parents and
teachers, there wll be removed the
offence of childhoo@, and the youth will
pass out of the ds of his masters
moulded and guidef, ready for the con-
flict and assured of victory.
Neepawa, Man., nada.

Christ taught not%is disciples to fight
with a sword of irfn. As Christ was
the meekest of menkso he was the most
drawn from the woljd. The captain of

our battle is Christ,®oth God and man.

—Wyelif,
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Methodist Magazine and Review
April.

In this numberjare six well-illustrated
articles. The firdt is an up-to-date paper
that will attract juch attention, * Among
the Filipinos,” one of themselves—
Ramon Reyes “The Saint of the
Wartburg,” by f. Wallace, tells the
touching story Princess Elizabeth of
Hungary. “A lonial Pilgrimage,” by
the Editor, recoufits the memories of the
Mayflower and of the Pilgrim Fathers.
«The Lepers off D'Arcy Island,” is a
graphic account ®f the leper settlement
in British Columbia. “A Jew in Jeru-
salem on Easter ve,” is by the famous
Jewish writer, fsrael Zangwill. The
Very Rev. J. D.®'Meara, D.D., Dean of
Rupert’s Land, tributes an admirable
paper on the “ istry of Art,” and the
Rev. Dr. Dyer, ofie on the famous mis-
gionary to * Grifith  John.”

«What Charles Dickens Did for Child-
hood,” by James {L. Hughes, throws new
light on the spirit of that great novelist.
Timely stories are, “ The Easter Apple,”
by Annie Trumbull Slosson, and * Saint
Ruth,” by Edith Ferguson Black. The
popular science article is on * Liquid
Air.” Britain’s val Leadership of the
World, and Rithalism Rampant are

cleverly illustrated. Sdyeral poems give
quite an Easter flavour fo this number.
Toronto : William Br
C. W. Coates. Halifag:
$2.00 per year; $1.00 fomgsix months,

“ Religion.” By the Hev. W. C. E. New-
bolt, M.A., Canon anfl Chancellor of St.
Paul’s. London : Ingmans, Green &
Co. Toronto: ThE Copp, Clark Co.,
Limited. Price, $1§65.

This is the initial Jolume of the Ox-
ford library of Pract
object of this librar
fully considered teacfiing on matters of
religion to devout l@ymen who are not
attracted by the leafied treatises which
appeal to the theolo Its purpose is
to translate theologyfiinto the vernacular
of every-day practicgi religion, that men
may be ready alway§ to give an answer
for the hope that isfin them with meek-
ness and fear.” is book very well
fulfils this ideal. discusses the great
fundamentals of rdligion, its obstacles,
difficulties, doubts, jthe divine help, the
atonement, the chufch, the expression of
religion in worshipfand goodness. It is
a little High Chugeh in its sympathies,
and has views orf the Episcopate that
Methodists do notgshare.

is to supply care-

B

G SERVICE.

11. RESPONSIVE SENT 8. [Phil. 2. 5-11.]

SuUeT. Let thisnind be in you, which was also
in it Jesus :

Scoor. Who, belbg in the form of God, thought
it not #bbbery to be equal with God :

Sver. But m: himself of no reputation, and
took uon him the form of a servant,
and wa# made in the likeness of men :

Scnoot. And beiflg found in fashion as a man, he
humblel himself, and became obedient,
unto desph, even the death of the cross.

Supr.  Wherefoté God also hath highly exalted
him. §

Scnoor. And givél him a name which is above
every riime.

Surr.  That at §he name of Jesus every knee
should @ow, of things in heaven, and
things #8 earth, and things under the
earth : §

Scroot.  And that @ery tongue should confess that
Jesus Clffist is Lord, to the glory of God
the FatH

111. SiNaiNe. :
1V. Tue Tex CoMMANDMENSES, OR THE ArosTLES' CREED,

Order of Services—Second Quartes

V. PRAYER, followed byjthe TLord's Prayer in concert.

VI. SiNaING.
T ESSOQN SERVICE.
I, Crass § THRLESBON.
11, SixeING Ly N HN,

111, ReciTATION OF THE @ITLE, GOLDRN TEXT, AND OUTLINE
by the school ifgconcert.

IV. REvIEW AND ArpLi@10N OF THE Lssox by Pastor or
Superintenden§y/

V. StrrLEMENTAL Les@ox, [Special lesson in the Church

(Catechism magghere be introduced.]

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS [e ially of the Church service and
the Epworth Beague and k ing prayer
meetings.]

CLOSENG SERVICE.
1. SINGING. :
I1. RespoNsIvE SkxTeNges. (Heb. 2.1,3.)
Sorr. Therefaqle we ought to give the more
earnellt heed to the things which we
have d.
Scroon. Lest at finy time we should let them slip.
AL, For how ghall we escape, if we neglect so

greatalvation.
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What |

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

Are the

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY JOHN. any, stat

LESSON VI. THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES, [May 7. Hew

tians ?
GOLDEN TEXT. 1am the vine, ye are the branches. John 15, 5, Name ¢

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Compare John 16, 16 and Matt. 7. 16-20.]
John 15. 1-11. [ Comumit to memory verses 6-8.]

1 I am the true vine, and my Father s the
husbandman,

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which 1
have spoken unto you,

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in me,

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches, He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit ; for without me ye can do noth-
ing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as
a branch, and is withered : and men gather them,
and cast then into the fire, and they are burned.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples.

0 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved
you : continue ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall

abide in my love: even as I have kept my Fa-

ther's commandments, and abide in his love.

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that
my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.

| REVISED VERSION,
‘ 1 T am the true vine, and n:. Father is the
2 husbandman. KEvery bran me that bear-
eth not fruit, he taketh ay: and every
branch that beareth fruit, lie cleanseth it, that
3 it may bear more fruit. Already ye are clean
because of the word which I have spoken un-
to you. Abide in me, and I in you, As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine ; so neither can ye,except ye
5 abide in me. 1 am the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in
him, the same beareth much fruit: for apart
3 from me ye can do nothing. If a man abide
not in me, he is cast forth asa branch, and is
withered; and they gather them, and cast
7 them into the fire, and they arve burned. If
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatgoever ye will, and it shall be done
$ unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that
ve bear much fruit ; and so shall ye be my dis-
9 ciples. Even as the Father hath loved me, I
also have loved you: abide ye in my love.
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide
inmy love; even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abidein his love. These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be ful-
filled.

Time.—Thursday evening, April 6, A, D. 30,
Place.—Jerusalem.

Home Readings.

No. 165, New Panadian Hymnal.

M. The Vine and the Branches. John 15. 1-11, |
|

7w, Saying and doing. 1John 2. 1-9.
IV, Proof of abiding in Christ. 1 John 3. 18-24,
Th. Known by fruit. Matt, 7. 15-23,
£, Spiritual fruit. Gal. 5. 16-26,
S.  One in Christ. Rom, 12. 1-5.
Christ the Head. Eph. 4. 1-16.

Gt_)l_ lhlb?ur a}x 2
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QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. Fruitful Branches, v. 1-8,
What is the work of the husbandman ?
What is the work of the divine Father ?
| For what purpose are worthless branches re-
' moved?
| Name some spiritual fruit Christians are to
| bear.
i What is meant by the phrase “ Abide in me ?”

Verse 4. 3
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What by the phrase ‘Without me ye can do 2. Faithful Friends, v. 9-11.

nothing ? In what are we urged to continue ?
Are there limitations in answer toprayer ? I \What isthe condition of abiding ?
any, state them. What relations existed between Christ and his
: How is the Father glorified by useful Chris- paher?
: tians ¥ Why had Jesus thus spoken to them ?
Name some instances of Christ’s obedience to
the Father. Practical Teachings.
~ 2. Faithful Friends, v. 9-11, Where in this lesson are we tanght—
- Name some way in which the Father has shown 1. How to be useful ¥
y his love for his Son, 2 How tobe joyful ?
t Name some instances of Christ’s love for his 8. How to be blessed ?
n disciples. |
- Hlow may we be able to keep Christ’s com- QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
e mandments ? SCHOLARS.
t What are the results of abiding in Christ’s What is a vineyard ¥
¢ love ? Where are vineyards most commonly found ?
¢ What declaration did Christ make of himself — What is most prized on grapevines, the leaves
n and of his disciples ¥ GoLpeN TEXT. or the fruit ¥
t Why did he speak * these things "' to his disci- Who are the husbandmen in a vineyard ?
e ples? | Do they sometimes cut off branches ?
s \What is the nature of this joy ? 1‘ Do they cut off the branches which bear fruit ¥
st Does it abide in you ? What becomes of a branch when it is cut off
[f Do you understand why it dies ?
1, Teachings of the Lesson. | What does Jesus call himself ? The vine.
e 1. The union of Christ with the believer. Itis | What does he callus? The branches.
it of the closest kind. It is vital;for life flows | Where do we getour life * From Jesus, who
8- through it. It is useless to be only a formal isthe Life.
1 Christian, True union results in good deeds. What happens if we let sin cut us off from
B 9. To abide in Christ insures answer to our Jesus? We die.
le prayers—not always the answer we expect, but  What are some of the fruits which good
"8 the answer that God knows is best for us, We branches may bear ?
se shall yet know it too. A fruitful humanlife is & How may we abide in Jesus ? By loving him
y proof of spiritual union with Christ. ‘ and obeying his words.
I- 3. True joy is from within the soul. It cannot
be taken away by the world. It abides the year THE LESSON CATECHISM.
- round. It lightens care and sustains in sorrow. (For the entire school.)
Wemay have it in all its fullness. 1. What did Christ say he was? The true
vine.
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE 2. What is his command to us? Abide in
SCHOLARS. mes
1. Fruitful Banches, v. 1-8. 3. What does Christ tell his disciples ? Withe
To what does Jesus liken himself and his Fa- gut me ye can do nothing.
ther # | 4. What is the GoLpeN Text? ¢ Iam the
How does the Father treat the branches ? | vine,?? ete.
How are the disciples made clean ? -
S Where did Jesus bid them abide ? Why ? l NEW CHPRCH CATECHISM.
How only can the branches bear fruit ? | g a\:'hnt h‘tm fofin (;mh‘nr:.hxed §n&.p§mfﬂ
What is the GoLpeN TEXT ? he form of faithjgro n baptism is the es’
What will be done with those who abide not in I her:?:,; .,’“})e mﬁ ntg;l’ﬂ‘:ﬁg;mmlghwiy scn’;::
- Christ ¢ | Lord, who was condllived by the Hol Ghost. born of the
: Virgin Mary, suffer@ under Po u te, was crucmed.
What promise of answer to prayer did Jesus | dead and buried ; third .g.x..
to make ? dead, he ascended fBto heaven, md sitteth on the l;lgu
hand of God the Fdlher Almighty ; from thence he
How could the disciples glorify the Father? f{.,.:w (?}. 3}‘3‘“ the BRiick and the dead. I believe in the
14 What fruit ought every Christian to bear? | 50 u‘unu A he h m’:”:fmm‘&ﬁhmﬁ'&c Wﬁ“&“.

Gial, 5, 22, 28, lwy aud the 1ife fierlasting, 'Amen.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.

ny J

. HURLBUT, Db,
The Branches of the Vine.
L. Living BraNCHES, 1V, FRUITFUL BRANCHES,

1 am the vine, v.1. Bringeth forth weuch fruit. v, b,

Every branch in me, v, 2. Fruits of righteousness,  Phil. 1. 11,
Christ liveth in me.  Gal. 2 Israel shall blossom and bud. Isa. 27, 6,
Dwell in your hearts. Eph,

II. PRUNED BRANCHES,

He purgeth it....ye are clean, V. 3.
Chastening....grievous. ... fruit. Teb, 211
Glory in tribulations. Rom. 5. 3.

III. ABIDING BRANCHES,

)

b7 V. BELOVED BRANCHES,
So have I loved you, v, 9.
e laid down his life for us. 1 John 3. 16,
Loved them to the end. John 13, 1,

VI. OBEDIENT BRANCHES,

Abide inme. .. .in the vine, v, 4, Keep my commandments,  v. 10,
He abideth in us. 1 John 3, 24, 1le it is that loveth me. Johu 14, 21,
Walk, even as he. 1 John 2. 6, Dwelleth in him. 1John 3, 24,

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

A poet writes a hymn. It comes from his own heart’s depths, and, like all utterances with
such a source, it expresses the holy aspirations of innumerable other hearts, A musician, thrilled
by the hymn, proposes to set it to appropriate music. He finds one peculiarly precious thought
(perhaps in the last stanza) which harmonizes with and illuminates every part; so he appends it
to each stanza as a refrain. Some such course might be readily fancied, for instance, as having
been taken when Dykes and Barnby set to music Fredegick W. Faber's

(NQw Canadidg Hymnal, 244
empgasized by
by tRg recurren

he choral a
lescription «

it Lhe passuge wesaaay w-day wWere set o m
to end it is instinet with poetic feeling—then surely the last verse, “ These things have I spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full,” might be taken as
their constantly recurring refrain. Jesus is the vine ; we are the branches ; his Father is the hus-
bandman; therefore, in holy confidence, let our joy be full. We, the fruit-bearing hranches, are
divinely pruned to make us more fruitful ; therefore, even in hours of trial, let our joy be full.
We are clean through the word our Saviour has spoken to us ; therefore, in humble gratitude, let
onr joy be full. All our blessings depend on our abiding in the vine, and if we do so abide, we
shall ask what we will, and it shall be done unto us ; therefore, by daily communion with God, let
our joy be full. As the Father has loved the Son, (what a wonderful, wonderful comparison !)
even so has the Son loved us, and we shall continue and abide in this love if we keep his command-
ments ; therefore, in perfected love, let our joy be full. But it needs not rhythm nor rhyme nor
melody to convince the thoughtful student that this is preeminently a lesson of Christian joy—joy
fed by the consciousness of the incorporation of our Lord’s disciples into one personality with
himself.

Verse 1. The symbols of this lesson are so
simple that explanation in detail is hardly need-
ed. One thought runs through it all—the iden-
tity of our Saviour with his disciples. The hus-
bandman has close relation to the vine he culti-
vates ; the shepherd has closer intimacy with his
sheep ; the Master and his disciples are brought
into a union of interest and heart; but all such
nearness and union are passed by the identity
which is here pictured by the vine and the
branches. I am the true vine. The ideal
vine. As England holds the rose, Scotland the

lily, Ireland the shamrock, and France the fleur-
de-lis, so the Hebrew nation held the vine for
its symbol. In spite of the prevalent rigid inter-
pretation of the second commandment, this em-
blem entered into the artistic and poetic thought
of the nation, and was familiarly reproduced. A
great golden vine was festooned over the Golden
Gate of Jerusalem’s temple, On coins Judea was
represented by a cluster of grapes. Centuries
earlier the psalmist had sung of Israel as a vine
brought out of Egypt and planted where briers

had been ; it took deep root, and extended far;
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(he hills were covered, with its shadow ; its|

boughs were massive as a cedar. Nevertheless
it proved to be & failure ; for a season it brought
forth * wild grapes,” then became “ an empty
yvine:;? the boar out of the wood wasted it; the
wild beast of the field devoured it; it was cut
down ; it was burned with fire ; it perished utter-
ly. Now, to understand the beautiful passage
we now study we must put ourselves as nearly as
possible in the mental and spiritual attitude of
the disciples, To them the vine was a ready
symbol of that nation in which the hope of the
world was treasured ; for *salvation is of the
Jews.” But they had begun to feel profoundly
what the psalmist had long before bewe led—
that lsrael had failed to realize its holy ide. ', and
that they could no longer depend on its Lope.
Jesus here presents himself as the ideal vine, of
which even the holy nation was an imperfect
«ymbol. Heneceforth he is to stand before his
disciples in place of temple, sacritice, prophet,
and priest. He, not the nation, is the perfect
fultillment of spiritual prophecy. We, listening
10 his words through the echoes of nineteen
w-m:lries, can hardly fail to place the emphasis
(as the disciples must have placed it) on * L. Not
the Church, nor creed, nor faith, nor prayer is
the ideal vine ; Jesus is. And so our earliest de-
Juetion from this parable is that spiritual life
comes from union with Christ, and in no other
way. My Father is the husbandman.
(aring for Christ and for his followers.

2. Every branch in me that beareth not
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| 3. Now ye are clean through the word.
| % Christ loved the Church, and gave himself for it
| that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
| washing of water by the word.” This “ word”
Eis a collective phrase for the entire potency of
| Jesus Christ, his life, teachings, death, and res-
| urrection, all of which, taken tog#er, are * the
spring and source, and not only the instrument,
| of the Christian’s purity.” (See verse 7.)
| 4. Abide in me, and I in you. Our two
]l'ﬂl‘(“llill duties are to keep ourselves in Christ
and Christ in us, The holy relationship may be
illustrated by the love of two human beings, each
f which in truth dwells in the other’s heart. But
I the fellowship must be permanent; to adept
Lyte's phrase, ‘it must be an abidiag, not aso-
| journing.” *‘We are made partakers of Christ,
| if we hold our confidence steadfast unto the end.”
“He that endureth to the end shall be saved.”
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vinej no more can
| ye, except ye abide in me. Cut off a twig
from & vine, and it dies; separate a Christian
| from Christ, and his spiritual Mfe ceases. ‘' And
80,” says Dr. Drummbnd, ** the problem of the
| Christian life is simplified to this, to abide in
| Christ, to be in position.” And he ilustrates
‘Ilhie by allusion to the sailor whe simply har-
| nesses his vessel to the wind, puts his wheel and
| rudder in position, takes advantage of energies
| already there, and lets the vessel go by the force
| of the wind. 80 we have simply to put ourselves
} in connection with Christ, For prayer and faith,

fruit he taketh away. John the Baptist had | in their last analysis, are attitude. The seul is
used almost the same tigure when he said that like a cup. Upon it blessings are constantly
the ax was laid toghe root of the fruitless tree, | poured. Turn it upside down, and nothing is re-
which was about to be hewn down and cast into \ ceived ; turn it straight up, and it is filled to

the fire. Every bramch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it [pruneth it], that it may bring
forth more fruit. The divine Husbandman is
working for fruit, and we join in his endeavor.
The pains and limitations of life are his prun-
ings and husbandry, which sometimes bring
painful experiences, but afterward work out for
us the fruits of righteousness, * When we are
judged,” says Paul, ** we are chosen of the Lord
(hat we should not be condemned with the
world.”” What are the * fruits "’ that we should
bear? They include, in the first place, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meckness,
temperance. They include, in the second place,
all good deeds done to others for Christ’s sake,
Peter gives us, quite apart from any figure of the
vine, the great recipe for fruit-bearing : If faith,
virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godli-
ness, brotherly kindness, and charity abound in
us, we shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ

| overflow.

| 5.1 am the vine, ye are the branches.
| We go back in our thought to verse 1, of which
| verses 2, 3, and 4 are a particularization. He
that abideth in me, and Iin him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit. * Fruitfulness in
the life develops consciousness of Christ's in-
dwelling, and consciousness of Christ’s indwell-
ing in the soul develops fruitfulness in the life.”
—Abbott, For. Because. Without me, Apart
from me. Ye can do nothing, ' 80 Paul says,
“T labored, yet not I, but the graceof God which
was in me."

6. If a man abide not in me, he is cast
ll‘orth as a branch, and is withered ; and
imen gather them, and cast them into the
| fire, and they are burned. An expansion of

verse 2. The plain English of it is that when a
| Christian lives for earthly and not heavenly end«
| he has already severed himself fram €helst, an
| his spirituality is In rains, It has been wisely re-
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murked that vime branches are good for nothing
but to bear grapes ; and the other dressings of the |

|

9. Asthe Father hath loved me, so have
Iloved you. A measurement great beyond

vineyards are made into bonfires because there is | the finite comprehension. Continue [Abide] ye

nothing clse to do with them.
gather l|||‘|n," the Revised Vorsion roads, ¢ they
gather them.’

Instead of “men |

But we are not to think of this [ God hath to us.

in my love. *‘The sap of the vine is love.”
“We have known and believed the love that
God is love; and he that

passage as containing any doctrinal statement | dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in

concerning hell five.
7. My words. By the Scriptures Christ is
presented to us from differeut points of view.

him.”
10. *“Obedience and love are perfectly correl-
ative.  Love assures obedience ; obedience as-

tie here points to himself not as the Lambof God, | sures love,”—Westeott,

nor as the majestic commander of the forces of

the umiverse, but as the Teacher, the Truth, the

Utterer of God's words.
will, and it shall be done. But remember ihe
I with which the verse begins,  If the “word
the * sayings," of the Lord “abide’ in the Chr
tian, says Dr. Moulton, his praycrs must be
echoes of those sayings. * This is the confidence
that we have in him, that if we ask anything ac-
cording to his will, he heareth us ; and if we know
that he hear us whatsoever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye
bear much fruit, ** Lot your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” So

11. These things have I spoken unto
you. Allthe ““things’ in this farewell discourse,

Ye shall ask what ye ; and especially the words of our lesson. That

my joy might remain in you. In his inter-
cessory prayer our Saviour pleads that his joy
may be fulfilled in his disciples, and the repeat-
edly expressed desire of his heart is that our joy
may be full. There are many reasons for over-
flowing joy, even in a world where we must have
tribulation. ““Our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” But espe-
cially should our joy be full because our Lord
is the true vine; because we are the branches ;
because his Father is the Husbandman ; because
every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it:

shall ye be my disciples. In direct propor- | because, in short, of every precious truth we

tion, that is, to our fruit-boaring.

learn from this lesson,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

THE REAL AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE APPARENT
AND FALS

Verse 1. Jesus represents the reality of which
other things are at best but the types. He is
the Archetype, t'e Prototype, other things but |
symbols, Tle is substance jthey shadows, Sothe
Greek word. dldhing, hore translated *true,”
signifies. It represents the real, the genuine, the

primal, as distinguished from the typical, spuri- |

ous, or unreal. It is tho same word used by
John in the prologue (chap. 1. 9), “ That was the
true Light," and by Jesus (chap. 6. 32),My
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven."
It is the adverbial form of the same word in
chap. 6. 55 translited “indeod :"" ** My flesh is
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.”  So
here he is the “ true vine," as distinguished from
Israel, the typical vine; or, passing from the

figure to the thing signified, the primary source |

of spiritual life as distinguished from all secon-
dary or apparent sources.
NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD,

2. Conglder verse & with the first part of this
varse, Ttisaund { prinociplo—the usel that

which becomes worthless through failure to per
form its functions, shall be *taken away" and
“cast forth.”! In every department of nature
the pruning knife of elimination and the con-
| suming fires of disintegration are carrying this
| law into romorseless effect. When a thing will
not do that for which it was made it must be got-
ten out of the way. Otherwise the universe
would become loaded down with rubbish. A fig
tree (Luke 13, 7) that will not bear fruit must be
cut down, for it only cumbers valuable ground.
8o Jesus said also in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt, 6.19). Wespeak sometimes of a person as
“good for nothing.” Does not Christ more
than suggest that the essence of value may be
destroyed in a human soul, and that it may be-
come, like the salt that haslost its savor, “ hence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and
trodden under foot of men?” (Matt. 5 13.)
God's face is sternly set against the useless.
The universe is large, but it is too small for
‘“ good for nothing ”’ things or souls. And isnot
all history a grim commentary on this law in its
application to nations—how God takes away
and casts forth the unfruitful ?
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HOLDING US TO THE ESSENTIAL PURIOSE OF Ol‘l(‘
EXISTENCE,

2, 3, 8. A vine ix for grapes; a fig tree
for figs; & wheat stalk for wheat; a human |
woul for moral virtues. A wise husbandry
of each will be directed to these ends, As|
many and as good grapes and figs, as much |
and as excellent wheat, as many and as high |
qualities of moral excellences, as possible.  This |
requires that there ghall be no dissipation of the |
vital forces. The energy of vine, tree, and stalk
must be concentrated in producing fruit mnlj
grain. Hence the superfluous wood of the vine
must be pruned away, water-sprouts of the tree
cut off, “suckers " from the corn hill plucked
up. Pruning is not punishment ; it is cultiva-
tion. Cleansing is not calamity ; it is loving care.
The vine-dresser is not angry with his vine when
he applies the knife; he is seeking to make the
most of it. People fail in life chiefly by losing |
sight of the real end of existence, God is trying
to hold us to that. We are fruit trees, not fuel
trees. Let the oak and the fir produce as much
wood as possible, but let the apple tree grow |
apples. It should be observed that the word |
“purgeth” in verse 2is tranglated ** cleanseth ”’
in the Revised Version, and that it is from the
«ame original word as ‘“clean " in verse 3. Bee,
also the same word and equivalent expression in |
chap. 13. 10, and note that the cleansing is effected |
through * the word.”

|
CONTINUOUS VITAL COMMUNION WITH CHRIST ‘
NECESSARY TO THE LIFE, POWER, AND FRUIT-

FULNESS OF THE SOUL,

4«7. The utmost emphasis should be laid |
upon the word * continuous™ in the above 1
proposition. The life process must be uninter- |
rupted. That is the meaning of the word ** abide " |
which runs all through these verses. Itis, in fact, |
in all the verses to the end of the lesson except |
theeighth, though in verse 9 it is translated * con- ‘
tinue,” and in verse 11 ‘“remain,” but it is the
same original word. It occurs againas * remain "
in verse 16, This is the word in chap. 8.81: “If |
ye continue in my word, then are ye my diseiples |
indeed,” and the word used by Jesus in the |
promise of the Spirit (chap. 14.16) : ** He shall give
youanother Comforter, that he muy * abide ' with
you forever.”” The branch must “gtay " in the
vine if it is to bear fruit. It cannot be detached
to-day and attached to-morrow. Cut off, it may
indeed be grafted back, but that process too fre-
quently repeated would prevent fruit-bearing.
It is the branch that stays in the vine through the
cold of winter, the rains of spring, and the heat
of summer that is loaded with grapes in antamn,

A “live ” wire must be eontinuously connected

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

with the source of electric power, and it becomes
“dead " the moment that connection in broken.
Life does not prooeed ““ by fits and starts,” and
does not admit of breaks and suspensions, The
heart must beat right on day and night; if it
stops, that ends life, and only God could start
it again. Religion is a permanent relation with
God, not an oceasional contact,  Accidental and
superficial things may change, vanish, cease, pass
away ; but the primal matters of religion must
remain. ** Now ¢ abideth’ faith, hope, charity."”
He who is * rooted and grounded in love,” and
the roots of whose deepest life remain in the
rich soil of love, will bring forth abundantly the
“ fruits of the Spirit.” The preacher who lives
with Christ through the week will speak with
power on Sunday. The man who abides in Christ
through the preceding eleven months will win
the most souls during the revival season, Con-
tinuous communion with God is the warrant for
continuous praying. ‘“If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,

I and it shall be done unto you.” A branch that

stays in the vine can call upon the vine for all
the resources of the vine, Does the branch want
material for growth, for bark, for fiber, for
bud, for flower, for color, for sweetness, for fruit?
It shall have them : it is the business of the vineto
give them ; and all the wondrous laboratoryunder-
ground and above ground is laid under tribute

| to furnish them. He who abides in Christ can

draw upon all the resources that are in Christ.
And who can measure those resources? (Read
Col. 1. 19 2. 9; John 1, 14, 16 ; Matt, 28, 18.)

10. How shall we “ abide?” Through obedi-
ence. 8o Jesus remained in his Father's love.
How do we know that we abide in him? (Read
1 John 2. 3-6.) That is absolute certitude. How
do we know that he abides in us? ¢ Hereby we
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which
he hath given us” (1 John 3. 24). That is cer-
titude divinely certified.

Thoughts for Young People.

Lessons from the Vine,

1. Fruit-bearing is our duty as Christians. God
wants no empty branches, no idle Christians.

2. Druning is not punishment. It is loving care.
(iod prunes the fruit-hearer that he may bear
more. The tribulation which our Lord promises
is for our good. *E'en crosses from his sov-
ereign hand are blessings in disguise.”

3. There are branches on every vine that do not
bear. 'They are cast forth. Letus heed the sol-
emn warning. Paul, sustained by a sure and
certain hope, nevertheless redoubled his efforts
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|
lest, having preached the Gospel to others, he short black stem as in the time of our Lord.
himself should become a castaway. ! Every branch that beareth fruit the husbandman
4. Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of | prunes, that it may bring forth more fruit !

the Lord, for he * bringeth forth fruit in his sea- | The ancient Hebrews, it is supposed, allowed
son,” and *‘ whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” | the vines to grow trailing on the ground or on
The busy Christian is the happiest, even in this | supports. Dr. Robinson, in his Biblical Researches,
world, and the more he does for Christ here the | says of the way vines are trained in Hebron :
greater shall be his reward in heaven. | “They are planted singly in rows, eight or ten
! feet apart in each dircetion, The stock is suf-
fered to grow up large to the height of six or
eight feet, and is then “astened in a sloping posi-
tion to a strong stake, and the shoots suffered to
Van Lenunep, in his Bible Lands, says that in|grow and extend from one plant to anothber,
planting a vineyard the cultivator sclects and | forming a line of festoons. Sometimes two
cuts the most promising branches one year old. } rows are made to slant toward each other, and
“These he soaks for a number of days in spring | thus form by their shoots a sort of arch.  These

water until the buds begin to burst forth, when | shoots are pruned away in autumn,™
he plants them in rows some eight feet apart. | The wood of the vine is fit only to be cast into
"Phe stems are not generally allowed to grow up | the fire. In Ezek, 15, 2-4 it is asked, * What is
higher than two feet, though in some places | the vine tree more than any other trec?™
they are six feet high. The branches are pruned | Other trees yield”good timber, but vine wood is
every spring, being cut close to the stem, and | soft and brittle, crooked and uscless. * Will
when not needed to thatch the top of the earth | men make a pin of it, to hang any vessel
wall are burned, to put them out of the way, as | thereon #" ‘Not even a pin’’ or wooden pes
they are too porous and light to serve any pur- | can be made of it. Its sole exeellence is its fruit |

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

BY 4. T. GRACEY, D.D,

pose,” which is a forcible fact in connection with
the sixth verse of this lesson.

‘“Besides the general pruning, however, as |

soon as the fresh branches have come out upon
the stems, and show their young blossoms, the
vinedresser goes from one stem to another, cut-
ting off the branches which bear leaves only, in
order to afford more nourishment for those
which give promise of fruit, and not sparing
altogether even these last.”

Geikie, in his Holy Land and the Bible, says:
“The vineyards of Palestine disappoint those
who have poetical ideas of spreading branches
and hanging clusters. The vines are planted in
wide rows, and are simply so many single stems,
bent at a sharp angle with the ground, and cut
off when four or five feet long, the end being
supported by a short forked stick, so that the
shoots may hang clear of the soil. A vineyard is
as prosaic a matterat Hebron as on the Rhine, the
vines looking like so many dirty sticks, with a
few leaves on the shoots from the top or sides.”
He afterward says: * Though vineyards, as has
been saild, are prosaic looking enough, I found at
Damascus and elsewhere, trained over lattice-
work in the courtyards of the houses or against
the walls, sgome vines which were more in keep-
ing with our preconceived ideas, since they cov-
ered a broad space or adorned the whole breadth
of the dwelling, as it is clear they must have
done insome Bible times. . . . In vineyards the
vines are rigorously pruned back each year, only

three or four shoots being left at the top of the!

when not fruit bearing it is worthless,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM.

The vine and the branches, There are seven
forms of ugure which, in the New Testament.
set forth this union of Christ with the believer.
There is one that is drawn from the animal
kingdom--the sheep ana the shepherd. There is
one that is drawn from the vegetable kingdom-—
the vine and the branches. There is one from
the mineral kingdom—the building and the liv-
ing stone. There is one from the human form—
the body and its members, There is one from
the family relation—the family and its members,
or the wealth and its citi There is
one that is drawn from the marriage relation—
the bride and the bridegroom. The climax is
reached in 1 Cor. 6. 17,  He that is joined unto
the Lord is one spirit,” and in Rom. 8. 85, * Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ ¥"'— 4. 7'
Pierson.,

Prunng the branches. To a person unac-
quainted with the process the pruning of the
tree, the clearing of the ground with the plow-
share, the operation of the chisel on the stone,
wounld look like an effort to destroy. But look
at the things afterward. View the vine when it
is adorned with rich clusters; survey the field
when enriched with golden crops ; examine the
sculptor’s labors when he has finished his design,
and we see happy results out of apparent injury.
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11 God takes away from us some pleasures or |

prosperity, it is because in those*directions there
is likely to come no fruit. The Christian with-
out discipline is apt to produce many fruitless
branches, which take away life and strength
from the fruitful branches. lHow many can say,
+ Before I was afflicted I went astray !

Verse 8. A soldier is in his right place when
he is just where his commander has told him to
stand. He 18 at his post through the word that
has been spoken to him. A sailor is doing his
duty when he is doing what his cuptain has told
him to do. He is faithful through that word
that has been spoken to him. Bo it is in the
Christian life. The disciple’s fidelity and effi-
ciency are according to his conformity to the
word which Jesus has spoken to him.

¢ Abide in me.” The relation between Christ
and the Christian tanght in this word * abide
is in advance of any yet declared. The Master
had said, Come unto me, Follow me, Learn of
me, Believe in me, Be like me, Love as I have
loved you, Serve as I have served you ; and they
are great words. Yet the relation they involve
i« not like this, which is a very union of struc-
ture and life. Yet Paul’'s metaphor of Christ as
the head of the body does not reach so deeply,
for the head contains but one of the vital organs.
To call Christ the heart of our faith were not
enough, for the heart sends out only the blood
supplied to it. But the vine draws from earth
inexhaustible supplies, and transmits them to the
branches, ou which appear the luxuriant leaf,
odorous blossom, clustering fruit. And thus
Christ draws from the depths of Deity that spirit-
nal life which is transmitted to those who abide
iw him, deelaring itself in the fruits of a Chris-
tian life.—C. M. Southgate,

Verse7. We have no right to be powerless in
prayer. “ Whatsoever ye will’ is not an over-
statement, for all hinges on the condition, “If
ve abide in me, and my words abide in you.”
Having Christ’s own conception of what is nec-
essary for our life, we will not be asking physical
miracles of him who was hungry and weary, nor
fairy wealth from One who had not where to lay
his head, nor magic powers instead of the Holy
Spirit.—Monday Club,

erse 9. ** As the Father hath loved me.” The
highest point to which he could take us, in tell-
ing us of the fullness and greatness of his love.
What shall I say of my Lord’s love? If I liken
it for height to the mountains, I see Alps piled
on Alps. “Thy merey, O God, is in the heav-
ens,” If I liken it for depth to the sea, I am
again lost in the comparison. I can only cry
with Paul, “O,the depths!” The gifts of his

love are more in number than the sands of the
sea - Spurgeon,

Verse 11, I knew a girl whose conception of
joy was that it was a thing made in lumps and
kept somewhere in heaven, and that when
people prayed for it pieces were somehow let
down and fitted into their souls. In reality joy
is as much a matter of cause and effect as pain.
No one can get joy by merely asking for it. It
is one of the ripest fruits of the Christian life,
and, like all fruits, must be grown. Fruit first,
joy next. Fruit-bearing is the necessary ante-
cedent,—Drummond.,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, 4. H. KNOWLES,

There is a beautiful symbolism in nature. To
those who discover it everything that is—rock,
mountain, cloud, or stream—has something to say
not alono to the eye, but to the inner soul. And
everything that grows—flower, grass, tree, or
vine—suggests a spiritual thonght. Itis well to
cultivate this faculty of apprehending the spirit-
ual through the material. It is not imagination ;
it is spiritual discernment ; it is another sight by
which things invisible ar~ made real by the things
that are seen.

I often am interested in thinking how this
spiritual meaning, or suggestion, gives interest to
his creation in the mind of God. Rocks are not
mere stones to him; they illustrate his own
eternal strength. As they slowly form through
the ages under his unchanging law, they say to
his people, * The Lord is my rock, and my for-
tress,... my God, my strength, in whom I will
trust’ (Psa. 18, 2). As he builds the moun-
tains reaching from the shadowy valleys to sun-
lit heights, they remind us, ** As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round
about his people from henceforth even forever.”
As he starts the rivers upon their way, carrying life -
and beauty everywhere, they speak of the water
of life, the streams which make glad the eity of
God. Clounds are symbols of his mysterious
providences, which he makes his chariots ; and
of the rain of his Spirit upon the hearts of men.
The lily tells of his care, and the grass reminds
us of the leading of our Shepherd into green
pastures. So ‘‘day unto day uttereth speech,
and night unto night showeth knowledge.”

Jesus often used objects in nature to illustrate
spiritual truth. Here he chooses the vine as the
symbol of union with himself and the fruit-bear-
ing of his disciples. A vine, such as this used for
illustration, is valued only when it brings forth
fruit. It may be beautiful when it is covered
with leaves, but it fulfills the object for which it
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is planted only when it bears fruit. The gardener
often cuts away the luxuriant leaves, and makes
the branches short, 8o that rich clusters of grapes
may grow close to the stem. The famous vine in
Hampton Court is kept very closely pruned.
“Why do you cut it away so much?” a lady
asked of the gardener. ‘‘ Because, please God, I
mean it shall bear more fruit than any other vine
in England,” was the answer. Jesus says the
branches which do not bear fruit are taken
away ; cut off utterly ; they are not worth prun-
ing. But a branch that abides in the vine and
bears fruit is pruned carefully and closely. 8o
then, if the Husbandman, our heavenly Father,
is pruning us by the tests of his word, by sor-
row, by trial of any kind, let us be glad, let us
be patient. He thinks it worth while, for he sees
that more blessed fruit will come from the prun-
ing.

I heard a description of grafting orange trees
in Florida which taught me a good spiritual les-
son. Some of the grafts take hold of the tree 8o
that the union is perfect, and the sap flows fully
and unhindered through them. These grow into
healthy boughs, and their fruit is sound. Other
grafts never get full hold ; they have a little con-
nection Wwith the tree, so that they live a while
and bear some fruit, but it is not perfect, and it
drops off before it is fully ripe. We may be in
Christ like a half-united graft, but it is only the
Christian who abides in him in fullness of life
who brings forth fruit that shall remain. The
branches that * abide” do not have to try to
bear fruit. T'he life of the vine is in them, and
the fruit comes as & matter of course. Don’t
“try to begood.”’ Abidein Jesus, by prayer, by
reading his word, by obeying him in all things,
and by loving him best of all, and you will be
good without thinking about it.

1f we abide in him, we bring forth much fruit ;
we ask what we will, and receive it we glorify
. our Father ; we are Jesus’s disciples ; we abide
in his love; we have fullness of joy; we are
Jesus’s friends ; our fruit remains.

« A life which is not my own
But another’s life in me,

This, this, is the message the vine would speak,
A message to thee and me.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Call attention to the time—near midnight, just
before the agony....The place—perhaps passing
down the vine-clad slopes of Mount Zion, under
the light of the moon....The persons—Christ and
his disciples; how many were there with him ?
Where was the twelfth ¢.... What this lesson re-

[May 5.

shows as our duty. ... What it shows as the privi-
leges of disciples: (1) Union with Christ ; (2)
Training ; (3) Fruitfulness ; (4) Power in prayer :
(5) The love of Christ (6) Christian joy ; (7) Chris-
tian fellowship....Or, draw out teachings con-
cerning the vine and the branches. 1. Christ,
the vine, is: (1) The giver of life (verses 1-7);(2)
The beloved Son (verses 8-10); (3) The loving
Friend (verse 11); (4) The Master of disciples.
IL Christians are : (1) Living branches (2) Fruit-
ful branches; (3) Loving branches; (4) Joyous
branches ; (5) Obedient branches.

OP'I'I\AL HYMNS,

Take my life.

O holy Saviour.

Come, my soul, thy ruit prepare.
Father, whate'er of earthly bliss.
I love thy will.

All the promises of Jesus.
Jesus, only Jesus.

Thou Son of God.

Striving to do my Master’s will.
Be with me every moment.

Blackboard.
BY THOMAS G. ROGERS.

THE TRUp

YE YINE U
IN MEede | IH\{O

0 LORIFIED.
IVETH € [NCREASE

Christ is the true vine, the source of all spivit-
ual life. Apart from him we can do nothing.
but if we abide in him, and he in us, we shall
bring forth much fruit. In this proof of disciple-
ship God will be glorified. We cannot make
fruit grow ourselves, but we may abide in the
vine, and God will give the increase. Neither
can we remain dead branches on Christ, the living
vine. If his life flow not into ours, and no
fruit be born, like withered branches we shall
be destroyed. The life and the joy of religion are

veals concerning Christ.... What this lesson

in bearing fruit.
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Library References.
BY REV. 8, G, AYRES, B.D,

Macmillan, Bible Teachings in Nature. Murray,
Abide in Me.
SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 1.—Eaton, T, T., ** Christ, the True Vine,” |

The Treasury, vol, iv, pagz 50, Gedge, J. W.,
« The Brue Vine,” The Treasury, vol. viii, page 365.

Verse 4.—* Interpretation of the Passage,”
Homiletiec Review, vol, Xxx, page 354,
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Verse b.—Tillottson, J.. “'The Necessity of
Supernatural Grace in Order to a Christian
| Life,” Works, vol. viii, page 485, Earduner, N.,
| * The Power and Efficacy of Christ’s Doctrine,”
Works, vol. ix, page 240.

Verse 8,—Nason, C. I, “Marvest Voices,”
| The Treasury, vol. ii, p. 361, .

Verse 11,—Schaeffer, W, €., “'Fan Joy in the
Life of Jesus," Howiltic Heview, veb, xxviil,
| page 330, "

POwSSp——

LESSON VII. CHRIST BETRAYED AND ARRESTED. [May 14.

GOLDEN TEXT. He is despised and rejected of men. Isa, 83. .

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

{Compare Matt, 26, 47-56 Mark 14, 43-52, and
Luke 22, 47-53.)
John 18. 1-14, [ Conunit to memory verses 8-5.]

1 When Je'sus bad spoken these words, he
went forth with his disciples over the brook Ce'-
dron, where was a garden, into the which he en-
tered, and his disciples.

9 And Ju'das also, which betrayed him, knew
the place: for Je'sus ofttimes resorted thither
with his disciples.

3 Ju'das then, having received a band {f\f nen
and officers from the chief priests and Phar'i-
sees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches
and weapons,

4 Je'sus therefore, knowing all things that

should come upon him, went forth, and said |

unto them, Whom seek ye?

5 They answered him, Je'sus of Naz'a-reth,
Je'sus saith unto them, I am he. And Ju'das
also, which betrayed him, stood with them.

6 As soon then as he had said unto them, 1 am
Je, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

7 Then asked he them again, Whom scek ye?
And they said, Je'sus of Naz'a-reth,

8 Je'sus answered, I have told you that 1 am

fne: if therefore ye seck me, let these go their

way :

0 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he

spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I
lost none.
10 Then 8i'mon Pe'ter having a sword drew it,

| Revisen VERSION,

|1 When Je'sus had spoken these words, be
| went forth with his digciples over the brook
Kid'ron, where was a gardenm, into the which

2 he entered, himself and his disciples, Now
Ju'das also, which betrayed him, knew the
place: for Je'sus oftfimes resorted thither
3 with his disciples. Ju'das then, having re-
ceived the band of soldiers, and officers
from the chief priests and the Phar'i-sees,
cometh thither with lanterns and torches and

4 weapons, Je'sus therefore, knowing all the
things that were coming upon him, went
forth, and saith unto them, Whom scek ye?

5 They answered him, Je'sus of Naz'a-reth.
Je'sus gaith unto them, I am 4. And Ju'das

l also, which betrayed him, was standing with
| 6 them. When therefore he said unto them, I
| am %, they went backward, and felt to the
| 7 ground. Again therefore he asked them.
| Whom seek ye? And they said, Je'sus of
‘ 8 Naz'a-reth, Je'sus answered, 1 told you that
1 am Ze @ if therefore ye seck me, let these go
their way: that the word might be tulfilied

0 which he spake, Of those whom thou hast
10 given me I lost not one.  8i'mon Pe'ter there-
fore having a sword drew it, and struck the

| high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.

and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off | 11 Now the servant’s name was Mal'chus. Je

his right ear. The servant’s name was Mal'chus,

11 Then gaid Je'sus unto Pe'ter, Put up thy
sword nto the sheath : the cup which my Father

hath  >n me, shall I not drink it?

| sus therefore said unto Pe'ter. Put up the

| sword into the sheath: the eup which the
Father hath given me, shall 1 not drink it ¥

12 80 the band and the chief captain, and the

12 Then the band and the captain and officers | ofcers of the Jews, seized Je'sus and bound

of the Jews took Je'sus, and bound him,

18 him, and led him to An'nas first | for he was

13 And led him away to An‘nas first; for he | gaeper-in-law to Cai'a-phas, which was high

was father-in-law to Cai'a-phas, which was the |

high priest that same year.

14 Now Cai'a-phas was he, which gave counsel '

| 14 priest that year. Now Cai'a-pbas was he
which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was

to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man | expedient that one man shonld die for the

should die for the people.

people.
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Time.,—Barly Friday morning, April 7, A. D.
30. Place.—The Garden of Gethsemane, at the
foot of the Mount of Olives,

Home Readings.
M. The betrayer. Matt. 26, 14-25,
Tu. Gethsemane. Luke 23, 3046,
W. Christ Betrayed and Arrested. John 18,
1-14, '
7h. Betrayed with a kiss, Matt, 26, 4756,
F. 'Thetraitor's end. Matt, 27, 3-10,
8. Foreknown. John 6. 60-71,
8. Reward of iniquity. Aects 1, 15-26,

Lesspn Hymns.
No. 38, New Cani

I've found a friend i
He's the fairest of
‘The Lily of the Vall
All [ need to clean:

No. 85, New Can

esus, he's everything to me,
thousand to my soul,

in hiin alone I see

nd make me fully whole.

n Hymnal.

Jesus, keep near the cross,
There & ons fountain
¥Free to all-—a ing stream.

Flows from Falvary’s mountuin.

No. 8, New Canadi Hymnal.

* Man of So! ," what a name

For the Son of who came

Ruined sinne reclaim !
Hallelujah! al a Saviour!

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS. |

1. Betrayed, v. 1-%
About what were the words which Christ had
spoken ¢ i
Where was the garden into which the .\l'.\sh'l"
and his disciples entered ? |
How came Judas to know the place?
What classes of persons came to arrest Jesus ? |
Why did they want to arrest him?
2. Defenaed, v. 411
What question did Jesus ask ¥ Verse 4.
Why did they speak of him as * of Nazareth? ™
What was the cause of sie soldiers falling to
the ground ?
What evidence of Christ’s love for his disciples
is noted in verse 8¢
What prompted Peter to an act of violence ?
Why did Jesus bid him cease ?
3. Fetteved, v. 12-14,
Why was Jesus led to Annus ?
What were the office and work of u high priest?
When is it “ expedient that one man should
die for the people * "’ Name some instances.
When is it not expedient ¥
Does the end justify the means ?
Why did Judas wish to betray tho Master?
What diG the ancient prophet say of the Mes-
siah?  Gouoen Texr.

)OL BANNER.

[May 14,
Teachings & the Lesson.

1. See the nobleness of Christ. He knew the
sorrow that was coming, but he did not avoid it.
He was not kept back by fear from saying, ‘1
am he.” Let us stand at the post of duty, Foar
God, and therefore have no other fear.

2. Avoid the example of Peter as seen in the
lesson, He was impetuous; good-hearted and
warm-hearted, but too impulsive. Good judg-
ment must bo used, and feeling must be undee
its sway.

8. The prisoner may be better than his judges,
Innocence may he on the scaffold while guilt is
on the throne. Yet time makes all things right,
for God works through time, Jesus is now en-
throned in heaven and in human hearts.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Betrayed, v. 1.
Where did Jesus go from the temple?
Who went with him ?
By what name is the garden known? Matt
26, 36,
Who also knew of this place of meeting ? llow ?
Whom did Judas lead to the garden ?
What did these men bring with them?
2. Defended, v. 4-11.
How did Jesus greet the officers ?
What did he declare to them ?
How were they affected ?
What did he again ask ? Their answer ¢
What request did Jesus make ?
Why did he ask this favor?
Who eame forward to defend Jesus ?
To what violence did he resort ?
Ilow was the injury repaired? Luke 23, 51,
What did Jesus say about the means ®f de-
fense ?  Matt. 26, 52, 53,
3. Fettered, v. 12-14,
What did the officers do to Jesus ?
Before whom did they take him?
Who was happiest at this time?
To whom did Annas send Jesus ? Verse 24.
Why did the leading priests and Pharisees de-
sire onur Lord’s death ¥

|

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The basencss of a false disciple ?
2. The rashness of a zealous disciple ?
3. The love of Jesus for true disciples ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Where did Jesus go after the supper? To the
garden of Gethsemane.
Who went with him? The disciples.
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|

Who followed them there? Judas and some | 2. Who despised Jesust The scribes and
wicked Jews and soldiers. | Pharisees.

What led Judas to do this evil deed ?

How much money did he get for this act ?

Do you think it was a good price ?

What happened when Jesus spoke to the mob
which Judas led ?

3. What did Jesus say of his coming sorrow ?
¢ The cuap which my Father hath given
me, shall I not drink it¢”’

4. What was the saying of the high priest ¥
What did this show ? That he had a wone | *‘ It was expedient that one man should
derful power. die for the people.”
Why did he not use this power to make his es- | —
cape from the garden® He came to die for

us, and he would not shrink. NEY CHUROH CAYECHISM.
What bold thing did Peter do? 63, What s m d's 8 '
How did Jesus show his love for his enemies * . < vaup
What did Jesus permit these wicked men to do? The Lord is a sacrament wherein, by

¢ giving and recei bread and wine according to
p ’
To whom was he led first ? Christ's appointmeNg His death is shown forth;

THE LESSON CATECHISM, and those who receivigworthily are, by faith, made
(For the entire school.) partakers of his body blood with all his bene-

fits, to their apiritual n hment and growth in

1. What is the GoLpex Text? ¢ He is dee

spised,? ete. grace.
THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Christ?’s Spirit in the Garden.
1. Tue SPigr oF PRAYER. IV, Tue 8piRiT OoF FELLOWSHIP.
A gavden. .. .he entered, V. 1. Let these go their way. vs. 8, 9.
While 1 go and pray. Matt. 26, 86, Having loved his own. John 13. 1.
Offered up prayers. Heb. 5. 7. As the Father hath loved. John 15, 9,
11, Tue SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. V. Tue SpiriT o¥ MERCY.
Knowing all. . . .that showld come. V. 4. Put up thy sword. vs, 10, 11.
Shall be accomplished. Luke 15, 31-83, Ho healed him. Luke 22. 51,
[ leave the world. John 16, 35, Leve your enemies, Matt. 5. 44
111, Pre SPIRIT OF MAJBSTY. V1. THE BPIRIT OF SUBMISSION,
They. .. fell to the ground. v. 6. Shall Inot drink it? v. 11,
1 lay it down of myself. John 10, 18, Not as I will. Matt. 26, 39,
1 am a king. John 18, 37, As a lamb, Isa. 53, 7.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES

The full moon looks down on a strange, sad scene at Gethsemane. The eleven disciples are
there, just awakened from sleep, dazed and bewildered, The Saviour is there, with the marks of the
agony through which he has just passed lingering on his face ; the battle has been fought under the
olive trees, and the Conqueror has come forth to receive his crown. The traitor is there, and the
men he has brought to arrest the Lord. Their presence is not unknown to Jesus, for he had clearly
foreseen this hour, He steps forward and confronts his foes. Judas, the traitor, kisses him with
a horrid pretense of love. The Saviour turns from his perjured lips toward the band of enemies.
\t his glance they fall to the ground, but after a moment rally and again approach. Meantime the
disciples, gathering courage, have formed a little knot around their Master. Peter, ever the first
10 act, draws his sword, and strikes at aleader of the band, a servant of the high priest. Jesus
gently rebukes the apostle, and by a touch heals the wound. But neither his might nor his merey
avails ; his captors seize him, while his disciples scatter, and the unresisting 8aviour is bound and
curried away a prisoner.,

Verse 1. These words. The words con-|he and they were at any point in these teachings
tained in the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, [ cannot be certainly said. They went from the
sixteenth, and seventeenth chapters of John.|supper room out into the moonlitten midnight.
He went forth with his disciples, Where | Some scholars conjecture that Jesus spent two or
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three quiet hours with his disciples in the temple | ourselves, but a useful one, What was Judas

courts, which were open at night during pass-
over week ; in any case, they had a long walk

| doing while Jesus gave his last address to the
\diaciplcs? while they walked across the city to

through the crooked streets to one of the great | Gethsemane ¢ while he agonized in the shadows.,
city gates, through which he now ** went forth.” | and Peter, James, and John drowsed instead of
The brook Cedron. ‘‘The Black Ravine,” ori watching ¢ The margin of the Revised Version

«The Ravine of Cedars.” Nearly all ravines in |
Palestine are dry in summer, but torrentsin win- |

substitutes * the cohort  for *“a band of men.”
A cohort was six hundred strong. Pilate was

ter. The Cedron, or Kidron, is now a steep, | almost certainly responsible for the arrest of

narrow, pebble-bottomed valley, with cultivated

Jesus ; without his power the priests would not

strips of land and footpaths crossing it at irregu- | have dared to make it, even if they had becn

winter rains, but it is generally dry, and the com-
mon belief is that a living stream flows under-
ground. Where, On the Mount of Olives, not
here named, but rising immediately from the
outer edge of the Kidron, A garden. An olive
plantation, doubtless, for its name, Gethsemane,
given by Matthew and Mark, means Oil-press.
There were many such * gardens ”” around Jeru-
salem. The site of Gethsemane is shown with
all the confidence of early and unbroken tradi-
tion. Into the which he entered, and his
disciples. John makes no mention of our
Lord’s agony, which is strange ; but he usually
mentions nothing except to add to the account
of the other writers, and here he had nothing to
add. -

2. Judas also, which betrayed him,
knew the place. A statement made to ac-
count for the traitor’s visit. He had not been
with Jesus for several hours. *‘Betrayed him "
might be rendered * was betraying him:" the
treason was & process still going on. Judas
could not have betrayed Jesus if he had not been
intimate with him. The bitterest enemies of our
Lord were powerless without the help of one of
his friends ; and the nearer we come to our di-
vine Master in church, in Sunday school, and in
daily life the more careful ghould we be to bring
no reproach upon him. The question of the pos-
sibility of Judas's final salvation should be left to
the Judge of all the earth, who will do right ; but
examination into the details of the treason
brings us at every step to a blacker depth of
iniquity and dishonor. Jesus ofttimes res
sorted thither with his disciples. Probably
this refers to earlier vigits on festive occasions,
Many of the crowds that came to Jerusalem had
to sleep in the open air, and it is not unlikely
that Jesus and his disciples, recognizing the
owner of this garden as a sympathizer, repeat-
edly turned its bowers into places of repose.
Judas may have expected to find our Lord
asleep,

3. Judas then, having received a band of
men and officers from the chief priests und
Pharisees. It is a horrible guestion to ask

lar intervals. Once in a while it is filled by thvi

able. There seemed to be need of force, for who
knew when Galilean fanatics might try to
rescue their favorite Rabbi? The * officers ”
were the police of the temple, under the orders
of the Sanhedrin, Most of the ‘‘ chief priests ™
were at this time related by intermarriage, united
closely in politics and in religious skepticisim,
sneerers at spiritual life and the resurrection.
and toadies to the Roman power. But we are 1o
take the phrase as a whole—* the chief priests
and Pharisees "—and understand it to mean
the Sanhedrin. Lanterns and torches and
weapons, The soldiers bore their usual arms.
Lanterns and torches, not ordinarily needed on
a moonlight night, were brought because of the
possible necessity to search among the shadows
of the olives,

4. Knowing all things. Our Lord gave him-
self up to his enemies with free, deliberate will.
Went forth. Out of the shadows of the gar-
den into the moonlight ; away from the shrink-
ings of his material nature into the calm dignity
of Godhead in which he died. Whom seek ye ?
Not because he did not know, but to give them
an opportunity to declare their purpose, and
especially, it would seem, to conceal the disei-
ples.

5. Jesus of Nazareth. More precisely,
« Jesus the Nazarene.” In th - gloom they could
not recognize him, and in no case would they
expect him to be the first to greet them. Iam
he. (See John 6.20: 8. 24,28, 58; 13,19.) Judas
...stood with them, Revised Version, “was
standing with them,” The treacherous kiss is
not mentioned by John, Judas had probably
come forward to take his place among the
apostles, and, if possible, conceal his treason.

6. They went backward, and fell to the
ground. In prophetic words the psalmist sang,
“When the wicked, even mine enemies and my
foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they
stumbled and fell,” There is a distinct implica-
tion here that a supernatural terror overpowercd
thege men. ‘* What shall he do,” says Augustine,
+ when he comes to judge who did this when he
was about to be judged?” One important fact
is placed in clear relief—our Lord’s surrender
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1o death was voluntary. He turned to Peter, and
said, ** Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to
my Father, and he shall presently give me more
than twelve legions of angels 27" His conduct here
i« in strict accordance with those other memora-~
ble words of his : ** Therefore doth my Father love
me, because 1lay down my life, that I might take
it again, No man taketh it from me, but I lay it
down of myself. I have power to lay it down,
and 1 have power to take it again.”

7. Then asked he them again. “ Again
therefere he asked them.” From their terror the
Lord himself arouses them to their military duty.

8. Let these go their way. The disciples,
thoronghly identified for three years with his
cause, were now likely to be arrested, especially so
when one of them drew his sword in defense of
his Master. Our Lord’s last effort before sur-
render is to seenre the liberty of those who loved
him. *The words,” says Farrar, ** were a signal
1o the apostles that they could no longer render
him any service, and that they might now con-

salt their own safety.”

9. (See John 17.12.) * No doubt, as the evan- |

gelist instructs us by referring to those words,
it was our Lord’s pitying care for their weakness
and fear which guided him in providing for their
escape, keeping their lives in safety till their
faith should be more firm. Had they followed
him to the judgment-hall, like Peter, they might
have denied him, like Peter (see Luke 22. 81, 82).”
— Churton,

10. A fuller account of the incident pointed
10 in this verse is to be found in Matt. 26. 51, 54.
No evangelist but John mentions the names of
the actors. ‘Then should be *‘ therefore "'--fore-
seeing the arrest. Having a sword. Which
it was unlawful to have on feast days. It has

been suggested by Dr. Westeott that the healing
of the wound recorded by Luke explains Peter's
escape from arrest.

11. The cup which my Father hath given
me. An allusion to our Lord’s prayer in the
garden, which, however, John does not record,
as none of the other evangelists record tms soy-
ing. Peter had drowsily half heard that prayer
a few minutes before. (See not only Matt. 26. 39 ;
Mark 14. 36 ; Luke 22, 42; but also Ezek. 23. 31;
Psa. 75. 8.)

12. Then. * Therefore” or “s0;” as a con-
sequence of Peter’s resistance. The band.
«(Cohort.” The captain. Greek, chiliarch ;
Revised Version, * chief captain ;"* margin, * mili-
tary tribune;” the commander of the cohort.
Officers of the Jews. Jewish police officers
who guarded the temple. Bound him. SBome at
least of the enemies of Jesus may have really
deemed him a dangerous man, and his bonds a
necessity.

13. Annas. (Luke8.2;Acts4.6) Thisman
is called Ananus by Josephus, Other variations
of the name are Hanan and Ananias. He was
one of the most powerful Jews of that time, and
had been high priest, but was removed by the
Romans, and succeeded by three others, who
each held the dignity for a year or less, when
Joseph Calaphas, his son-in-law, obtained it.
With the advancement of Caiaphas, Annas re-
gained much of the political authority of the
office. Three of his sons came in turn to the
high priesthood. When the evangelist says that
they led him away to Annas first it implies that
he was afterward led to Caiaphas, as the story
goes on to say. Caiaphas held the office of high
priest from A, D. 18 to A.D, 86.

14. Now Caiaphas was he. See John 11.49.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY.

It will be absolutely necessary that the
accounts . of the three other evangelists shall
be carefully read and compared in order
that the detailed story of the arrest of Christ
and the events immediately preceding it may
be constructed. Let no teacher neglect to
make this study. It would take too much space
here to put these accounts together in a consecu-
tive and complete account ; and it will be better
that the teacher should make the independent
study, antil the facts are all set clearly in his
mind, and until his heart is filled with the spirit
and meaning of this night of divine tragedy.

THE GREAT AGONY.
Verse 1. John omits the account of the
agony in Gethsemane which immediately pre-

cedes the arrest; but he omits it only be-
cause the other Gospel writers had told of it
in such detail. We must not fail to recognize
it as the dark background in which the events of
the lesson are set. We shall not be able to un-
derstand the royal calm and fearlessness with
which Jesus bore himself in the presence of those
who came to take him, and during the awful
strain and insult and suffering that followed,
unless we enter into the significance of that
lonely hour of measureless 8Orrow and spiritual
triumph. Upon hig soul that night broke the
gpiritual storm that had been sullenly gathering
through all the ages. All the woe of the world,
like a thick cloud, hung over him, and drenched
him with its bloody rain; all the cruel winds of
malice and hatred and ingratitude, broken
forth from the stony heart-caverns of the race
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smote him with relentless bitterness and malig-
nity ; the awfal horror of the sin of the world
settled upon his sinless soul, and all the demons
of man’s selfishness and falselwod and envy
and cruelty and lust looked out upon him from
the darkness, and mocked him, He trod the
wine press of the wrath of God alone. Gather-
ing about him the folds of sorrow, as heavy and
somber as the gloom of the midnight hills, bear-
ing the sins of the world in his martyr-heart, he
went down into the valley of the shadow of
death. Behold the man—*‘a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief!” It was directly
from that mysterious struggle and the touch of
the angel’s hand who had been sent to strengthen
him that he turned to meet the betrayer and
those whom he had guided to that sacred spot.

JUDAS THE TRAITOR.

2, 3. Judas had left the paschal table
before the institution of the Lord's Supper,
which followed the eating of the paschal
meal. He had gone to the rulers, and while
Jesus was delivering that gracious fare-
well discourse recorded in chaps. 14-16, and
offering his great intercessory praye# (chap.17),
and while they journeyed from the city to
the garden, and during that heavy hour when
Jesus agonized alone, Judas was completing
with the Jews his arrangements for the betrayal
for which he had previously bargained with
them, and they were hastily getting the Roman
soldiers and their own temple officers, and com-
ing to the place where the traitor well knew
Jesus would repair for the night. It was not un-
likely at the suggestion of Judas's fear, born
of his evil conscience, that so large a force was
assembled for taking Christ. It was the betray-
er's own proposition that he would point out
Jesus by kissing him. This he did in the vain
thought, doubtless, that he would thus disguise
the fact of his betrayal in the eyes of Jesus and
the other disciples, making it appear that he had
been followed by the soldiers and the Jews,
rather than having led them. But Jesus swept
that transparent subterfuge aside with the ques-
tion, *Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man
with a kiss #”” and then said to him, *‘ Friend,
do that for which thou art come” (Matt. 26, 50,
R. V.). Inaddressing Judas as * friend,” Jesus
did not use the term by which one who loves
(philos) was designated, as when that very night
he had said to the disciples, ‘“Ye are my
friends;” but a very ordinary word (hetairos)
meaning “fellow” or “companion,” the same
as used in the parables of the laborers i the
vineyard (Matt. 20. 13), and the marriage of the
king’s son (Matt. 22, 12), These were Christ’s
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last words to Judas. He who might have been w
philos was but a ketairos, and not even that any
longer. He was brushed aside, und fell back
into the shadows. He had started a vast mis-
chief that he ecould not control. There remained
for him now only his hopeless remorse, his sui-
cide’s death, and then to ‘‘his own place.”

A KING SURRENDERING, NOT A MALEFACTOR CAP-
TURED,

48, Jesus yiclded himself up, voluntarily
submitting to what no human power could
have forced upon him. His enemies had at-
tempted again and again to take him, but until
his “ hour was come’’ no man could arrest him,
He had said (chap. 10. 18) of his life,  No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.”
Now he would make that clear, and he made it
clear through his trial that followed. These
Roman soldiers, with the Jews back of them,
fell down helpless at his feet, as some, it may be,
of the same soldiers afterward fell down before
the angel that rolled the stone from his sepul-
chre. He had to fairly lift them up and urge
them to take him, To Peter, wounding a slave
with his futile sword, he said, “ Thinkest thou
that 1 cannot now pray to my Father, and he
shall phesently give me more than twelve legions
[72,000] of angels?" (Matt. 26, 53). The matter
was now chiefly God's affair, not man’s. His
Father had given him a cup—should he not
drink it? The men who were carrying out this
tragedy thought they were having their own way,
and so they were, for they were acting freely ;
but God was having his way to great issues of
which they never dreamed. IHow small the
human actors in that great drama look as we
view them now! Back of them the voice of
great phophecies which they were unwittingly
though freely fulfilling; in the midst of them a
great king, whose royal steps they could not
hasten nor hinder, The voluntariness of Christ’s
surrender and sacrifice must be kept clearly in
view through all these closing scenes, for upon
it rests the atoning and redemptive value of his
death,

LET THESE GO THEIR WAY,

8. It was the solicitude of a friend which
prompted Jesusto secure his disciples from ar-
rest, but it was more than that also. It was
necessary that they should live, as it was neces-
sary that Jesus should die. Iow little did the
rulers know what they were doing! In putting
Jesus to death they were lifting him up to a
throne of perpetual power; and in letting his
disciples go as too insignificant to deserve at-
tention they turned loose the very men through
whose witnessing his conquering Gospel would be
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made known unto the uttermost parts of the
earth.

13, 14. John alone refers to Jesus being
brought before Annas, Little was done in that
tirst bearing. The reference to Caiaphas in
verse 14 is another illustration of the way God
puts larger meanings into the words of men
<ometimes than they understand. (See chap. 11
50-52) Caiaphas consciously spoke the lying
platitude of a casuist and a politician ; but un-
known to himself he gpoke a truth which under-
Jies the hope of the world. While God is in the
world even casuists and politicians cannot make
it small, for his great meanings and great pur-
poses will break through and rise above all their
littleness, S 4

Thoughts for Young People.

Lessons from the Betrayal.

1. The more Judas knew of Jesus the easier it was
to betray him. The nearer we get to him in
church, in 8unday school, in daily life, the more
carcful we should be that we bring no reproach
upon him.

2. The surest difonse @ man can have against the
Jorees of sin ix a conscience void of offense, These
men, upon an evil mission, fell back overwhelmed
with awe in the presence of the majesty of in-
nocence.

B Josus, in this last moment of liberty, was greater
than ever ifore, ** Let these go their way.” Iow
unconscious of self ! What an example for us!

1. God's way of triwnph is not through conquest,
hat suffering. Notice the contrast in verses 10,
11; the sword—the cup.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

We must recall how full Jerusalem and its en-
virons were at this season of the year, It is so
«till at the great festival seasons. Wallace, in his
new book, Jerusalem the Holy, tells us that thou-
sands are present ; the narrow streets are full of
pilgrims and tourists, The mny hospices of the
various churches and religious orders are
crowded ; the hotels have to double their sleep-
ing accommodations. Visitors have to put up
with many inconveniences. In the olive groves
around the city many tents are pitched.

It can at once be seen that the search for any
individual, specially an obscure man, without
pomp and circumstance, in the middle of the
night would seem a hopeless task. Pilgrims were
encamped everywhere, all of them alike stran-
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and bargained to lead this rabble, representing
authority, to the place where they might find him.
| And this was done under contract for the pay-
ment to him of the price in the old Hebrew code
of a slave that was gored by an ox—less than 25,

The path to the Oil-press (Gethsemane) lay
| among stone-walled orchards and gardens. A
| square stone-walled spot, close by the Bethany

path on the edge of the Kedron ravine, under the
1.~'hwluw of the Temple Hill, is pointed out now
: as the place ; the tradition is worth but little, but
| it is tender, and superstitious care preserves
| some venerable olive trees,

A band was sent to seize him, “a great multi-
tude,” composed of some Roman soldiers from
the garrison of Fort Antonia, excited at being
summoned at midnight to make an arrest ; the
captain of the temple guard, with his subordi-
nates, private servants of Caiaphas, the biga
priest, with some members of the Sanhedrin—a
band curiously armored with * weapons,’” with
spears and shields, such as the East has used for
generations, modified to-day scarcely at all from
what they were in the time of David, and the
rabble carrying sticks and staves. They carried
“lanterns,” & word which occurs only in this
place, and torches, generally made of some old
! rags wound round the end of a stick, and satu-
rated with oil from a bottle carried for the pur-
pose. 1t made a great flaring light.

Peter drew hissword ; how he came to be pos-
sessed of one we know not, but it was unlawful
to carry a sword on feast days.

“They led him away to Annas.” Geikie re-
minds us that the houses of the great, in the East,
| are rather a group of buildings, or chambers of
unequal height, near or above each other, with
passages between, and intervening open spaces ;
the different structures having independent en-
trances and separate roofs. Such a cluster of
houses has usually the form of a hollow square,
the four sides surrounding a roomy court, paved
in some cases, planted with trees in others.
| Sometimes an underground cistern, spring, or

it, and chambers for guests,

It was some such palace that Annas and Cain-
phas oceupied, with easy access from one to the
other. The hicrarchical party was in continuous
orper fon in the jon of Caiaph
A ission with Caiaphas at their head had
been appointed to await the arrest of Jesus.
They were acting as a gelf-constituted body, at
the summons of the high priest. The chief rabbis

gers ; how, then, should a specific person be found of the school of Hillel generally kept away from

among the tented and boothed hosts ? Plainly
they could not have succeeded in their search,
but for Judas, who knew the habits of the Lord,

such tumultuous proceedings. It was before u
mob that Jesus was armigned, not before a le-
gally constituted tribunal.

bath was found. Porticoes and galleries surround-
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By Way of lllustration.

Love of money led to treachery. The ruling fault
of Judas was love of money. He carried the
purse, and John intimates that he had been in
the habit of stealing from it. Place a dime be-
tween your eyes and the sun, and that mighty
luminary is eclipsed. A filthy greenback will
hide the fairest landscape or dim the most gor-
geous sunset. Gold often bars the gates of pearl,
and the jingle of coins hushes the music of
heaven. Like that Californian who sank in the
sea because his treasure was tied about his waist, ;
thousands have, through this ruling love, been
dragged into hell.—ZLathbury.

Verse 8. A false heart is commonly a cowardly |
heart. He who would betray a friend cannot
trust himself. He seeks outside help. So itis
that we find Judas coming by night with a band |
of soldiers, with flaming torches, and with bran- |
dished weapons, for the capture of an unarmed, ‘
praying Son of man in a retired garden. 8o it is
that we find the opponents of Jesus to-day com- |
ing against him with lights and weapons from |
all the false religions, and from all the disclosures |
and speculations of scientific research. Even |
with all these helps they are afraid that they can- |
not take him captive.—Twrnbull.

Verses 5and 6. We notice in this account the
interweaving of lowliness and glory. It appears |
all through His life. He is a weak infant, but |
angels hover round the manger, and a star leads |
worshipers to it. Ile bows his head to John's |
baptism, but heaven opens, and the dove de-
scends, He falls asleep in the boat, but wakes
to still the storm with a word, He weeps by a
grave, but he raises that dead man to life. He
all but faints in his agony in the garden, but
angels strengthen him. In this incident he is to
be led, bound by rude hands before an unjust |
judge, but as he passes into their power one |
flash of brightness tells of the hidden glory. |
— McLaren, '

Judas, the traitor. Judas’s life was a complete
failure. Not for one moment did he enjoy his
thirty pieces of silver. Soon he perishud, a sui-
cide in the agonies of remorse, Iis name burns
on the pages of history as the prince of traitors.
In his Vision of Hell Dante has placed Judas in
the lowest circles of the damned, as the sole
sharer with Satan himself of the very uttermost
punishment,—Stalker,

Verse9. * I have lost none.” A traveler in Swit-
zerland came to a jutting rock over a precipice
where he must step on the guide’s hand held
over the awful depths in order to pass on. The
traveler hesitated, when the guide bade him fear
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nothing, * for this hand never lost a man.”

Standing at the foot of the Eiffel Tower in
Paris and looking up a thousand feet to its top,
it seemed a very dangerous thing to enter one of
those elevators, But when we learned that they

| had been run daily for two weeks before a pas-

senger entered them, and since then a million
people had been carried up without an accident,
faith in its safety greatly iucreased, and we

| went up as calmly as we would climb a hill. 3o
! we can trust Jesus, for never has one been lost

who trusted in him.—Movbet.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

We tread upon holy ground when we enter
Gethsemane, Let us be very reverent, very
thoughtful, Here, under the olive shade, Jesus
often resorted with his disciples.

It must have been filled with precious memo-
ries for them. Now they were to see the full
manifestation of the truth he taught, the faith
he sought to inspire, the love he set before them
as the crowning grace of the soul. He had
lifted them to inspiring heights, and carried
them to soul-searching depths in the principles
he laid down as the basis of true living ; now he
proved himself not only the great Teacher of
truth, but the Truth itself, by exemplifying those
principles in the self-surrender and suffering of
that night of his betrayal.

No human experience can be compared with
that of the suffering Saviour. It stands apart in
awful grandeur, and we speak softly when we
talk of thesethings. Yet ‘it behooved him to be
made like unto his brethren,” and “ both he that
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all of
one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren.” So, in a real sense, you and I
have our Gethsemane. The truth we teach, the
faith we profess, the love we say we feel,
must be tested in lonely and bitter experiences,
in the face of enemies and the betrayal of
friends—yes, proved to the uttermost of self-sur-
render, in order to become truly regenerating
and saving forces in the lives of others,

Gethsemane, with all that followed, proved
that Jesus believed and lived his own teachings,
regardless of the cost to himself. His doctrine
was not in word only, but in deed and in truth.
He said, *“I came not to do mine own will, but
the will of him that sent me.” And now, when
the cup, more bitter than words can tell, was
pressed to his lips he said : *The cup which my
Father bath given me, shall I not drink it? Not
as I will, but as thou wilt.”” He had said, “ Love
your enemies, do good to them that hate you,”
and when Judas would betray him with a kiss
he only said, ‘Friend [or companion], why
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|
comest thou hither?” He had said, * Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends,”” and now, knowing
all things that should come upon him, for the
<ake of those whom he loved and would save, he |
calmly gave himself up to those who would take

called for legions of angels to defend him.,

He is not only our atoning Saviour ; he is our |
Brother and our Example. In every test that |
comes to us ““if we suffer, we shall also reign

his life, when he might, had he chosen, hm'c~

Heart of Jesus,

O sing the power of love divine.
Salvation ! O the joyful sound.
Of him who did salvation bring.
Teach me, O Lord, by faith alone.

Library References,

GETHSEMANE.—Burton, Gleanings in the (Gospels,
| page 206, Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol, v,

with him,” If we falter in our Gethsemane, we | page 19, note. Fouard, St. Jtter, page 71, Also
<hall never share his victory. But the deepest | consult various lives of Christ.

lesson we should learn to-day is this, to hate the
«<in which bowed the Saviour to the earth in
mortal agony for our sake. Ruskin has beauti-
fully said :
“ | walk the earth with lightsome step,
Smile at the sunshine, hreathe the air,
Do mine own will, nor ever heed
Gethsemane, and thy long prayer !

¢ Shall it be ever thus, O Lord ?
Wilt thou not work this hour in me
The grace thy passion merited,
Hatred of self, and love of thee?

+ And make me feel it was my sin,
As though no other sins there were,
‘That was to him who bears the world
A load that he conld scarcely bear!”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map of the locality of the garden of
(iethsemane, or show to the class a picture of it,
as & means of making the lesson real....Arrange
in order the events of the garden : (1) The agony
of Jesus; (2) The awakened disciples; (8) The
coming of Judas and the band; (4) The Kiss of
betrayal ; (5) Falling to the ground; (6) “Let

Tue Brook Kepron.—Geikie, Howrs with the
Bible, vol. iii, page 451. Ritter, Comparalive
Geography of Pulestine  (index),  Smith, 7The
Geography of the Holy Land.

ANNAs, THE Hicun Prist,—Geikie, Life and
| Words of Christ, vol. ii, puges 501-504. Andrews,
| Lifeof Our Lord, pages 137-139, 485-490. Fouard,

Christ the Son of God, vol. i, page 104; vol. ii,
pages 271-2i8,  The Erpositor, third series, vol.
| ix, page 476,

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK oF BiBLE MANNERS
AND Customs: Ver, 1, Places for gardens, 816,
Ver, 3, Lanterns, 817,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 1.—Robinson, Charles 8., *“The Great
Crises of Life,” The Tveasury, vol. iv, page 437,

Verses 4, 5.—Ferguson, R. G., *“ The Manliness
of Christ,” Homiletic Monthly, vol. v, page 206,

Verse 10,—Banks, L. A., *‘ Peter's Blundering
Sword,” The Fisherman and His Friends, page
14,

Verse 12.—Wells, Newell Woolsey, “The Bound
Christ Trinmphant,” Homiletic Ieview, vol. x,
page 148,

Blackboard.

these go their way ;" (7) Peter and Malchu
the miracle of healing ; (8) The seizure of Jesus;
(9) Peter and John following; (10) Before An-
nas.... What traits of character did Judas show
in this event?....What spirit did Peter show?
....What spirit did the enemies of Christ show ?
....What spirit did Jesus show? 8ix traits:
(1) Prayerfulness ; (2 Fearlessness ; (3) Majesty ;
(4) Love: (5) Forgiveness ; (6) Meekness.

A

SACRIFICE
SUFFERING

Y 2

RIUMPH I
EMPTATION

Majestic eas sits enth d
*Tis known in earth and heaven too,
One little hour for watching.

Now just a word for Jesus.

If my disciple thou wouldst be.

The hour of temptation was the hour of su-
preme triumph, when the Son bowed his will to
the Father’s, and drank thecup which hehad given.
All that men hold dear he sacrificed ; all that men
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dread he suffered, that he might be the propitia- | to his defense, yet when betrayed and deserted
tion for the world’s sin, In seeming defeat he | he submitted to be taken by the soldiers. Thus
was more than conqueror ; for he could have | he fultilled the will of God and denied his own,
summoned more than twelve legions of angels | that we might be saved,

-

LESSON VIII. CHRIST BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST. |May 21.
GOLDEN TEXT. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. John 1, 11,

AUTHORIZED VERSION, | REVISED VERSION,
John 18. 15-27. [Conumit to memory verses | 15  And Simon Pe'ter followed Je'sus, and «
23-25.] | did another disciple, Now that disciple was
15 And 8i'mon Pe'ter followed Je'sus, and s | known unto the high priest, and entered in
(id another disciple: that disciple was known | with Je'sus into the court of the high priest:
unto }‘lhe hl‘llh P{ficrlyh‘!";l “lt‘“t'- in with Je'sus | 16 but Pe'ter was standing at the door without.
into the palace of tho high Pricss. | 80 the other disciple, which was known unto
3 wtmllltt I";,t;r ““l""d ‘l‘,‘“l?lcld"‘\:‘; ::“,t‘:;"“‘;“;‘l:h‘::: | the high priest, went out and spake unto her
vent ol hat other discipie, wi V Known | . % s
unto the high priest, and spake unto her that | that kept the door, and brought in Pefter.
kept the door, and brought in Pe'ter. | Ihe maid therefore that kept the door saith
| unto Pe'ter, Art thou also one of this man’s

17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door | . ; .
unto Pe‘ter, Art not thou also one of this man's | 18 disciples? He saith, Tam not, Now the serv-

-t

disciples ¥ ITe saith, I am not. | ant and the officers were standing there, ha\-
18 And the servants and officers stood there, | ing made a fire of coals ; for it was cold ; and
wh(;) l‘md made l:l li{c of i'ou.ls, f\)l" llt’ was (:{)ldi. they were warming themselves: and Pe'ter
and they warmed themselves: and Pe'ter stood | an Wiad W L S ds s
With them, and warmed himself. | ll!)li."(:MT:;x\ with them, standing and warming
19 The high priest then asked Je'sus of his| 1o The high priest therefore asked Je'
liseipl > s steine, {58 gh priest therefore asl esus o
disciples, and of his doctrine 20 his disciples, and of bis teaching. Je'sus

1
20 Je'sus answered him, I spake openly Wt  suawers R Sion Rl
world ; 1 ever taught in the synagogue, and in .c}n-m red him, I have ‘p(ﬂ.-l/ll openly to lI‘x-
the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and | world ; I ever taught in synagogues, and in

in seeret bave I said nothing. | the temple, where all the Jews come together :

91 Why askest thou me? ask them which | 21 and in secret spake 1 nothing. Why askest
heard me, what 1 have said unto them ; behold, thou me? ask them that have heard me, What
they know what I said. I spake unto them : behold, these know the

22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the |22 things which Isaid. And when he had said
officer= which stood by struck Je'sus with the | this one of the oficers standing by struck
palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the Te' i 7 | )
high priest so Je'sus with his hand, saying, Answerest thon

$ 23 the high priest so? Jefsus answered him, Il

93 Je'sus answered him, If T have spoken evil, 1 ken evil. be {tnes - i s
bear witness of the evil : but if well, why smitest | \ave spoken evil, bear witness of the evi
thou me? ' 94 but if well, why smitest thou me? An'nas

24 Now An'nas had sent him bound unto Cai'a- | therefore sent him bound unto Cai'u-phas the
phas the high priest. | high priest,

25 And Si'mon Pe'ter stood and warmed him- 25 Now 8i'mon Pe'ter was standing and warm-
self, They said therefore unto him, Art not ing himself. They said therefore unto him,
lhmx !lﬂsu one of his disciples? Ie denied it, and | Art thou also one of his disciples ? He denied.
said, 1 am not. 96 and said, I am not. One of the servants of

96 One of the servants of the high priest, be- -
ing Ais kinsman whose ear Pe'ter cut off, saith, | the high priest, being a kinsman of him Whose

Did not I see thee in the garden with him ? | ear Pe'ter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in
27 Pe'ter then denied again ; and immediately l 27 the garden with him ¢ Pe'ter therefore denicd

the cock crew. | again: and straightway the cock crew.

‘fime.—Early Friday morning, April 7, A. D. Tu. Peter's tears, Luke 22, 54-602,
¥. Place.—The palace of the high priest in| . Before the council. Luke 23, 63-71.
terusalem. Th. A challenge. John 8. 42-47,
Home Readings. F.  The sinless S8aviour. 1 Pet, 2. 17-25.
M. Christ Before the High Priest. John 18.| 8. Warning to Peter, Matt. 26, 81-85.
16-27, §. Prayer against temptation. Psa. 141,
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No. 31, New Canadian J¥mnal,
Thy life was givel
Thy blood, O 1
That I might rg
And quicken

Thy life, thy lif
Wiat huvu 1

bmed be,

once despised Jesus!

ail pu Galilean King !
Thou djst suffer to release us
Thoyidst free salvation bring.

“anadian Hymnal.

1 willlking of my Redeemer,
A his wondrous love to me;
On ghe cruel cross he suffered,

m the curse to set me free,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The First Denial, v. 15-18,

What prompted Peter to follow Jesus?

To what place did he follow him ?

What was the office of a high priest ?

What was the question put to Peter inverse 17

What was his reply ¥

Why did he say he was not ?
2. The Examination, v. 19-21,

Who are meant by * disciples 2"

What is meant by the word *““ doctrine *”

What is the difference between synagogue and
temple ¥

How did Christ speak to the world ?

To whom did he come, and how was he re-
ceived? GOLDEN TEXT.
3. The Inmlit, v. 22-24,

Who was it that smote Jesus ?

What did he think wrong about the answer of
Christ ?

What was Christ’s reply ?

What is the best way to meet seeming error ?

Why was Jesus sent bound to the high priest ?
4. The Second and Third Denials, v, 25-27.

What question was put to Peter in verse 25?

How many times did he deny ?

Who asked the question for the last time ?

What was the exact question ?

What is your estimate of Peter’s character ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. The sin of impulse, not premeditation.
Peter followed afar off ; therefore temptation
came, He was among those who were not
Christians, He did not at once avow himself,
A person should let his true colors be known.

2. Jesus was fearless because truthful. Truth

makes one bold. If the Lord is on our side,
whom need we fear? Be true in word and life.

Let your Christian light shine forth, and God

will take care of results.

caged bird which soars upward in the sky. The
prisoner of truth excels the king whose throne is
error and crime,

QUESTIONS FOR INTEKMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The First Denial, v. 15-18.

What disciple is named as following Jesus ?

What two guesses have been made about
“ another disciple ”’ that followed him ?

Was the high priest a good manor a bad man ?

Where did Peter stand ?

How did he get imside ?

What did the young woman who stood as
doorkeeper say to Peter as he passed ?

What did he say ?

How were the servants and officers trying to
make themselves comfortable

What did Peter do ?

2. The Examination, v. 19-21,

What two things did the high priest ask Jesus
about ?

What reasons had the high priest to think
badly of Jesus's disciples ?

How did Jesus answer the high priest ?

Was it fair for the high priest to ask such a
question ¥

Why, do you suppose, did he not give the full
list of his disciples ?

Why, do you suppose, did he not give a full
statement of his doctrine—preach a sermon, for
instance, like the Sermon on the Mount ?

3. The Insult, v. 22-24,

What did one of lhe officers do to Jesus?,

What did he say to justify his rude Londllc!?

What did Jesus reply ?

Does not this reply of Jesus, after all, give us
the reason why he did not answer the questions
of the high priuﬂt about his disciples and doc-
trine ?

To whom did Annas send Jesus bound ?

4. The Second and Third Denials, v, 25-27.

What was Peter doing during all this cross-
questioning and insult of his Master?

What did those near him say to him ?

What did he say ?

What did one of the servants ask him?

What special interest had this servant in him?

What did Peter do?

What happened immediately ?

Of what did that remind Peter?

Is it ever right to lie ?

What other sin besides lying did Peter commit?

What is the GoLDEN TEXT?

Practical Teachings.
‘Where in this lesson are we shown—

3. Jesus was in bonds. You may fetter the| 1. That even strong love sometimes fails in an
person, but not the truth—that is free as the un- ' extreme test ?
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2. That the second sin is easier than the first,
and the third than the second ?

3. That there is no use in reasoning with a |
prejudiced man?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

To whom was Jesus taken next ¢ To Annas.

Who was now the high priest? Caiaphas.

To whom did Aunnas send Jesus bound? To
the high priest,

Which disciples followed Jesus? Peter and
John.

How did Peter follow ? ¢ Afar off.*”

Who went into the palace with Jesus? John.

Why did not Peter go? He was afraid. |

‘Who went and brought him in ?

What did the girl at the door say to Peter?

What did he say ?

What is always foolish, as well as wrong ? To
tell a lie.

What did the high priest ask Jesus ?

Did he really want to know? No, but he
wanted to seem to be just.

How was Jesus treated there ?

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

| take of the Lord's

| of their faith to feed u

How did he bear it all ¥
Tell how Peter again and again denied Jesus.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. Where was Jesus taken? Into the pale
ace of the high priest.
2. What question was put to Peter? ¢ Art
not thou also one of his disciples??’
3. What was the defense of Jesus ? ¢“I spake
openly to the world.”
4. What is affirmed of Jesus ? GoLDEN Texr:
¢¢ He came unto his own,*” ete.

) CHURCH CATECHISM.

equired of those who would worthily

partake of thefgord's Supper?

those who would worthily par-
pper that they examine them-
nce, love, and obedience ; of
sern the Lord’s body; and
n him.

It is required

selves of their repel
their knowledge to

The Steps of Peter’s Fall.

1. 8RLF-CONFIDENCE,
Will lay down my life. John 13. 36-38.
Exalt himself....abased. Matt. 23, 12,
Thinketh he standeth. 1 Cor. 10. 12. |
11. INDOLENCE. l
Could ye not watch? Matt. 26. 40, 41. 5
High time to awake. Rom. 13. 1L |
Be sober, be vigilant. 1 Pet. 5. 8,
111. FEAR OF MAN. .
Followed him afar off.  Matt. 26. 58,
Fear of man....a snare. Prov. 29. 25,
Faithful unto death. Rev. 2. 10.
1V. EviL COMPANY.
Peter stood with them. V. 18,

|
|

EXPLANATORY AND

Evil communications, 1 Cor. 15. 83.
Companion of fools. Prov. 13, 20,
V. DISLOYALTY.
He denied. ... I am not. v.25.
Confess me before men, Matt. 10, 82.
Ashamed of me. Luke 9. 26.
VI. FALSEHOOD,
Then denied again, V. 27,
Lie not one to another. Col. 8. 9.
Liars....fire and brimstone. Rev, 21, 8.
VII. BLASPHEMY. '
Began he to curse.  Matt. 26. T4,
Shalt not take the name. Exod. 20, 7.
Swear not at all, Matt. 5. 34,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

It was now the early morning of Friday, April 7, A. D. 30. Read, for parallel accounts, Matt.
26, 47-75; Mark 14, 53-72, and Luke 22. 47-65. The scene is the high priest’s palace in Jerusa-
lem. The “trial” of this passage is apparently the hearing before Annas. It was informal, and
Annas probably presided. Putting the story of all the evangelists together, we find that an un-
named disciple’s influence procured Peter’s admission into the * quadrangle,” or great open court
of the high priest’s palace, where he left him standing by the little brazier, with its blazing fire,
while he himself passed into Annas’s audience chamber. Reasons are given in the Notes for dif-
fering from the general belief that this unnamed disciple was John. The friendship of such a
man as John for Annas at the time when Annas was plotting for the murder of John’s Master
would be one of the strangest problems of Gospel story. The portress, perhaps afraid of censure for
having let in a friend of the prisoner, leaves her post and questions Peter, receiving the first eva-
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sive denial. Restlessly trying to escape notice, he retires into the opening of the porch, and a cock-
crows. Meanwhile the group at the fire, including the portress, another female slave “.nd a man..
question him, and the second denial follows, with oaths. An hour later Jesus stanus in the quad-
rangle, awaiting the Sanhedrin’s meeting at dawn—the victim of the servants’ brutality. Peter is
<1ill by the fire. His Galilean dialect is commented on, and Malchus’s kinsman recognizes him .
.o the third denial bursts forth. Immediately comes the second cock crow, and the Lord’s tender .

- .proachful look brings back the apostle to his right mind.

)

Verse 15, Simon Peter followed Jesus. |

Afar off.”  And, having come up to the door
of the court of the high pricst (according to Mat-
thew), sat down there to see the end. So did
cnother disciple : that disciple was known
.ito the high priest. Known to Caiaphas,
_oubtless, for John seems never (according to
.ae best authorities) to speak of Annas as “‘the
_igh priest.” A general opinion has arisen that
_ohn here refers to himself ; but this is unlike-
ly. His usual allusions to himself are as ““the
diseiple whom Jesus loved.” It is not of itself
probable that a Galilean fisherman would be so
familiarly acquainted with Annas or Caiaphas
‘hat the very damsel that acted as doorkeeper
would recognize him. Some one seems to be re-
{erred to whose name was known to the evan-
sclist, but whom it was better not to mention.
Or. Deems makes the acute suggestion that the
‘other disciple” was Judas Iscariot. That
very week Judas had made arrangements with
Caiaphas for the betrayal of Jesus, and doubt-
less was known to the doorkeepers of the pal-
ace, and could enter it with freedom ; and if, as
is not inconceivable, he hoped that our Lord
might even yet liberate himself by the exercise
». miraculous power, Judas would be glad to
-ave Peter admitted also. In his remorseful ex-
citement it seems natural for him to have fol-
.owed Jesus into the palace, and any disciple
orought in by him would be admitted without
Juestion. * But by such suppositions,” says Dr.
.leynolds, “much is lost from the story ; for, as-
suming that the writer of the gospel and ‘the
other disciple’ were one, we understand his abil-

Peter. This disciple, whoever he was, was
evidently recognized as having a measure of au-
thority, or, at least, of*‘ influence.”

17. The order of events will become clearer
and more in harmony with that of the other
gospels if we read verse 18 before verse 17, and
watch the fire of coals lighted, and the apostle,
servants, and others gathered around it, before
we listen to the damsel that kept the door.
“ Damsel”” means maid, implying either young
girlhood or servile position. 8o long as no one

knocked at the outer gate, she, too, might warm
] herself, and the fire was probably near at hand

Art not thon also one of this man’s dise -

ciples? ‘“This man,” mnot * this rabbi.

“as well as my acquaintance yender—that
“other disciple.” 1am not, A direct lie; but
we must remember, first, that orientals are

the discovery of it has ever been as disgraceful
wii. them as with us; secondly, whife Peter
was a victim of physical fear a little later, if not
already, he may have had also another tempta-

soul may have argued that this lie might help
him help his Master. Mark adds, ‘' He denied
| saying, I know not, neither understand 1 what
thou sayest.”

18. (See Mark 14, 54; Luke 22: 55.) The
servants and officers stood there. The whole
scene had been one of bustle. We can easily

fancy the measured tramp of the troops, the -

habitual liars, and neither falsehood itself nor-

tion to falsehood ; for if he had said, 1 am,” he -
would have been forthwith put out, and his weak. .

ity to describe what otherwise could not easily | shouting of orders, the slamming of doors, the
pave entered into the evangelic narrative.” It | hurrying to and fro of messengers, and the ac-
isa question of intense interest, but of no im- ! tivity of officials, grudgingly kept awake al
portance. The palace of the high priest. | night. Moving lights and heavy shadows mads
“The court.” A richly ornamented rectangle | the scene gloomily picturesque. But now the
such as great oriental buildings customarily in- ! soldiers had been marched out again, and none
close. We suppose throughout the story that l remained but the servants of the high priestly
Annas and Caiaphas occupied the same palace, household, together with a few Jewish officers of
or, at least, different portions of the same edifice. | lower grade. A fire of coals. A glowing fire

16 Peter stood at the door without. | of charcoal. It burned probably in a brazier

“Was standing " at the door leading from the |like to that into which the wicked king of Judat. :

“gourt” to the front street. “The hum of had thrown the roll of Jeremiah’s prophecies
volces was now deadened by the closed door |after cutting it in pieces. It was cold., Ir
Jividing Peter from his Lord.” Brought in spring the nights in Palestine are cold, and the

“Thou art not, art thou?”—a question exceed- -
ingly contemptuous in tone., ‘‘Alse” means -
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freighits of Jerusalemn are among the coldest
rluces in the lund. Peter stood with them.
..ube says he sat in the Yight of the fire. All the
prarticulars of this verse form a background not
wnly for the doormaid’s .questions, but also for

¢ he examination which we are now about to study. |

19, The high priest then asked Jesus.
During the preliminary examination held before
Annas. The question now referred to, however,
we suppose to have been asked by Caiaphas. Of
his disciples. Concerning the extent of his fol-

Jeowing and its organization. Of his doctrine.
#lis teachings. The design was to entrap him in
his answers. What Caiaphas’s spies and detect-
“aves have failed to do through so many months
.¢their chief will now try a hand at.

v .20. 1 spake openly. Frankly, boldly. To
whe world. Not to selected initiates. Many of
ahe philosophers and religionists of antiquity had
a“aouble method of teaching—superficial truth
given:to the superficial multitudes, called “exo-
teric,” and deeper truth given to trained disciples,
+ralled * esoterie.” But there was nothing esoteric
in Jesus’s teaching, except as hostile spirits hid
sthemselves from its truth, In the synagogne,
:and in the temple, In Nazarcth andin Perea,
wherever the crowds gathered, and more lately
win great festal occasions in the national shrine at
Jernsalem. Whither the Jews always res
wort. In the most public places and manner.
n secret have I said nothing. Hehad talked
ceonfidently with his disciples, and he had ex-
plained his parables to them ; but the parables
themselves, which were fruitless only on rocky
round, he had sown broadcast.

:21. This demand wasin accordance with Jew-
wsh law, under which witnesses for the defense
were heard first,

22, Struck Jesus with the palm of his
Mmand. Revised Version, * with a rod.”

23, If I have spoken evil, bear witnoss
wof the evil: but if well, why smitest thou
ane? This challenge becomes immeasurably
-suggestive when we connect with it our Lord’s
injunction, “‘ Whosoever shall smite thee on thy
cight ¢heek, turn to him the other also? (Matt. 5.
239). He who closely studies the last days of our
JLord is disposed to wonder that, with all the of-

CRITICAL AND HO

John alone records the fact that Jesus was
@mrought before Annas. Annas under Jewish
aw was the legitimate high priest, for the office
was held for life; but he had been deposed by
-the Roman authority, and Caiaphas, his son-in-
‘1aw, appointed in his place. It wasvery natural,
#herefore, that the Jews should have first

HOOL BANNELR,

[ ficial hate of him, it was so difficult to formulate
| charges that, before a prejudiced court at least,
| could be proved. The reasons are plainly given
by Dr. Farrar. The rancorous hatred of the
sects against each other made even temporary
agreement against a common object of hate al-
most impossible. Sadducees had no word against
‘our Lord’s views of the Sabbath, which were so

repugnant to the Pharisees. Pharisees would ap-
| plaud the cleansing of the temple from the
traders, which so angered the Sadducees. This
antagonism made conviction uncertain so long
as public teachings and acts were depended on,
] and set the high priest digging (as we have seen)
| for * private teachings to initiated disciples,”

24. Annas had sent him bound unto
Cainphas, ** Annas therefore sent him bound,”
| after the preliminary examination,
| 25, Simon Peter stood, ete. ‘‘Was stand-
ing and warming himself.” They said theree
fore unto him. This comprehensive phrase
harmonizes the accouuts given by Mark (*“the
maid "), Matthew (* another maid '), and Luke

(*another man’’); probably,as a continuation of
L what had been a smothered conversation, several
| spoke together. As to the scene of this second
| denial there can be no good reason for assuming
that the gospels disagree about it until we know
more about the structure of the palace, and how
near the fire was to the gate.

26. According to Luke, the event of this verse
and the next was “about the space of one hour
after” that of verse 25. *The effort is now to
identify Peter by some sign of his association
with Jesus.” WDid I not see. ‘‘I, with mine
own eyes.” It is not likely that either Malchus
or his kinsman knew that Peter was the man that
struck the blow, though he may have been sus-
pected of that offense. Matthew, Mark, and
Luke make the identification turn on the provin-
cial accent of Peter.

27. Peter then denied again. Matthew and
Mark say, *“ He began to curse and swear, saying, [
donot know theman,” He wasnow in imminent

the cock crew. John relates the three denials
of Peter, but does not relate his repentance. This
was the second crowing of the cock (Mark 14. 72).

MILETICAL NOTES.

brought Jesus before Annas, as a tacit recogni-
tion of his legitimacy; but in order to obtain
recognition from the Roman government of the
legality of their proceedings, they were com-
pelled to have the judicial examination proper
conducted under the presidency of Calaphas.
The course of events was therefore probably as

peril, knew ti.at, and was afraid. Immediately *
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follows : 1. The informal and unjudicial exam- | when to stop. John does not tell us of Peter'ss
ination before Annas, which is the account given | pyrsing, neither does he tell us of Christ’s look.
by John in the lesson. 2. The formal judicial | nor Peter's pussionate repentance. But Mark,,
examination before Caiaphas, to which John re- | wio, it is understood, received his informatiom
fers in verse 24, but which he does not describe. | from Peter, tells the story without mitigation,.
The details of this trial are given by Matthew (26. | and Luke tells of the pitying look and the
58, 60-75), and by Mark (14. 54, 66-72). These | yroken heart. There is an infinite difference be-
<hould be carefully read and compared. Luke | tween the fall of Judas and the fall of Peter, and!
(22. 34-64) refers to these preliminary examina- | petween the hopeless remorse of the one and the:
tions, but notes only Peter’s denials, and the in- | gaving repentance of the other,

dignities to which Jesus was subjected. 3. His
final examination before the full council of the ILLEGAL INQUISITION AND BRUTALITY.
sanhedrin, at daybreak, and the confirmation X
of the sentence of death previously passed. The |
accounts of this will be found in connection

19-23. This examination before Annas had no
shadow of legality. He had no jurisdiction. Christ
was arraigned before him as perhaps the ehief of
with the references made above, his enemies, who hated him intensely and who had!
conspired for his betrayal and arrest. It was
i largely to gratify this personal malice, to exult

Verses 15«18, 25«27, We must inter-| gt last in secing him a fettered prisoner, that An—
pret Peter’s conduct in the light of the cir- | nas caused Jesus to be brought before him, and
cumstances in which he was placed and of | questioned him. No accusations were made, no:
his temperament and idiosyncrasies. Peter was | witnesses were summoned ; and the legal right
not a coward; certainly at heart he was true | of the prisoner was not only trampled upon in:
to his Master. Yet he suddenly lapsed into | heing summoned before one who had no right
both cowardice and unfaithfulness. That he |to judge him, but in the attempt to elicit testi-
was not a coward was evidenced in connec- {mony from him upon which to base charges.
tion with Christ’s arrest, when, against over- | Annas asked him concerning his disciples and.
whelming odds, he drew and used his sword. | his doetrines. Who were his followers, and how
At that time, had he been permitted or encour- | many ¢ What secret doctrines was he teaching:
aged to do so, he would undoubtedly have sacri- | for the subversion of the Church and the disturb-
ficed his life in defense of Jesus. He was dis- |ance of society ? ad Annas been an honest in-
posed to over-confidence and boastfulness, to be | quirer after truth, Jesus could have answered:
sure (Luke 22, 33; John 13, 37), but even so in- | his questions with a great wealth of divine wis~
domitably brave a man as Lord Nelson shamed | dom. But he was not an inquirer ; he was an in--
the English admiralty by his boasting in ad- | quisitor ; and Jesus replied by saying that he
vance concerning what he would do. Peter was had taught openly, and that there were great
impulsive and quick, and such natures are liable | numbers who had heard him and could testify
10 sudden reactions. But he was genuine and | concerning his teachings. Let the witnesses be
robust and rugged and honestly downright, summoned, Jesus was a man, though a pris-
vastly generous, deep-rooted in his convictions, | oner, and he stood for the rights of man before
and endowed with a mighty energy of love, He |the law. His protest was not simply for himself,,
was simply suddenly stampeded. His assault | but for every prisoner through all time whoy
upon the high priest’s servant made him liable | should be brought before any tribunal, aguinst
not merely to arrest as a follower of ‘Christ, but | injustice through illegal procedures. e entered!
as a criminal. When Jesus submitted to be | his carcat in the name of humanity. Amd his.
bound, and all seemed lost, Peter fled with the ‘(iospvl is the Magna Charta of universal humam
other disciples, He partially rallied from this | rights. The officers of an inquisitor are not
first fear, and followed Jesus, but ‘‘afar off " | likely to be more just than their master. Ore of
(Mark 14, 54). John scems to have quickly re- | these, standing by, struck Jesus in assumed re--
covered from his fright, and went in with the | sentment at what he construed to be disregpects
multitude into the court of the high priest’s pal- | for Annas. Protest from the wronged is always:
ace, and moved about in the company frecly, |treason to the tyrant. A blow is the readiest
making no effort to conceal his identity, being and most natural answer of injustice te the ar-
known to the high priest. It was through him  gument of innocence.* This was the world’s:
that Peter was admitted into the courtyard. |first blow in the face of Jesus. It was a blow
But Peter had lost his nerve, and once started in | the world had long wished to deliver, Other
his denial, he went to extreme lengths, as many a | blows yet more cruel and brutal in the next few
brave soldier, once started to run, has not known | hours were to follow. The Victim had come tow

A BRAVE MAN'S COWARDICE,
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#he hour of his humiliation, and through all that
morning ot shame and outrage can we doubt
«hat the words of Isaiah were in his mind: b |
gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to

+them that plucked off the hair: I'hid not my face
jrom shame and spitting ¢ (Isa, 50, 6.)

24. This is John's only reference to Christ’s
examination before Caiaphas, the high priest,
e does not record this part of the trial, we may
assume, because the other evangelists had so
fully reported it.  But teachers should carefully
.atudy these other accounts in order to grasp all
rhe factors of this great trial.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Foes of Christ.
1. Christ's foes in vain endeavor to impugn the
Cpurity of his chavacter, * What thiuk ye of Je-
sus?” is a question which has been constantly
repeated by hostile voices for nearly nineteen
\undred years, and no testimony to his match-
less purity has been stronger than that wrung
7rom his adversaries—** In him is no sin."”

2. Christ's foes can succeed only by pe veerting and
suisrepresenting his words, and thew only temporarily.
T'he evidence on which he was found guilty was
false ; but the conviction was itself the crowning
moment of his career. His crucifixon was in
sery truth his coronation. He * reigned from a
tree."

3. Christ's foes, though wnited in their purpose, ave
eally at discord in their testimonies, It is astonish-
ng how conflicting are the theories and argu-

~nents which are advanced against the gospel
story and the Lord’s doctrines. We sometimes
~apeak of the *‘cause of infidelity,’ but there is
snosuch cause. ** Neither do they agree with one
another.”

4. Christ's fous shall yet see him in his power and

_florg. **Tohim every knee shall bow.” Do not

ye discouraged because of the apparent trivmph
«f any evil force, Jesus shall yet reign * from
~ahore to shore ”’ and in all realms.

Orientalisimis of the Lesson.

“The prerogatives of the Sanhedrin were quite
gnumerous, It was a lawmaking body, and an
-administrative body also. False prophets were
arraigned before it, and acquitted or condemned,
1t had jurisdietion over all questions of doctrine;
it had entire custody of the families of the
priests, directing in all matters pertaining to
wmarriage among them ; priests’ daughters could
only marry Israclites, and the family genealogy
-was strictly recorded and preserved by them. It
zave sanction to wars, determined the bounda-
ries of towns, determined the precincts of the

|

temple, settled the calendar announcing the time
of the new moons, which regulated the social and
sacred life of the people. Jesus Christ was ar-
raigned before them as a blasphemer, as Stephen
was also. \

Stapfer, whom we have followed thus far, says :
+This penal jurisdiction, which was the most
important and highest prerogative of the Sanhe-
drin, belonged specially to a part of the assem-
bly composed of twenty-three members only.
On an emergency any twenty-three might act. It
is certain that on the night when Jesus was ar-
rested the members hurriedly called together
were not more than twenty-three,” He tells us
further that this commission was called Beth-Din,
« House of Justice,” and was presided over by
the vice president of the whole assembly, the 1)
Beth-Din, The process seems to have been to
submit questions to the whole body of the San-
hedrin, and then refer them, with power, to com-
mittees, we would say, or commissions, there be-
ing two other commissions besides the Beth-Din,
consisting each of twenty-three members. They
met in different parts of the temple precincts—
one at the gate of the temple hill, one at the
southeast corner of the temple building, and one
in the hall of * hewn stones,” The last was the
largest place, and the Sanhedrin held here its
full meetings daily, except on the Sabbath and
solemn feast days.

The Sanhedrin was composed of seventy per-
sons, the president making seventy-one. The
Mishna says the Sanhedrin was composed ** of
priests, Levites, and Israelites whose daughters
are permitted to marry priests,”” or those who
could show a pure Hebrew line of ancestry.
There are two traditions in the Talmud, one of
which affirms that the celebrated doctors were
presidents of the Sanhedrin up to Hillel and
Shammai ; another that the presidency remained
in the family of Hillel. According to the first of
these, the high priest would not be the president
of the Sanhedrin, and certainly had not been up
to the death of Hillel, But at that time he be-
came president, and held the office till the fall of
Jerusalem. At the death of Hillel the presidency
was taken from the Pharisees and given to the
Sadducees,

According to this, the first high priest to ve
president of the Sanhedrin would be Annas, and
Stapfer thinks but for this change of presidency
Jesus would not have been condemned. The
Saphedrin under Annas became a sycophantic
body, truculent to the worst uses of the worst
elements of society, and lost all independence.
Geikie says: *“Like most other matters in the
Judaism of the time, nothing could be fairer or
more attractive on paper, but on paper alonc,
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than the rules for the trial of prisoners, It was
an axiom that a man was to be held to be inno-
cent till he was proven to be guilty. The pres-
ence of the person charged with crime was nec-
essary to the conduct of the trial. The president
was to charge the members of the Sanhedrin, in
all capital cases, that they must remember the |
value of every human life, and be careful to give |

would receive one half as much as before ; but no,
it would receive one fourth as much as before.
Light diminighes according to the square of the
distance,

Have you known a young Christian who was
earnest when first converted? He sat on the
front seat, perhaps, and was heard in prayer and
testimony. Soon he began to come in late and

the criminal the benefit of every reasonable | it near the door and slip out before the service

doubt, it being an axiom that the Sanhedrin was
1o save life, not to destroy it. There was an at-

was over. He began *‘to follow afar off,” and

‘. ended by denying and blaspheming Christ.

torney appointed to conduct the defense and see [ Verses 19-21,  What an array of witnesses they
to it that every chance of an acquittal was | might have found had they wished to learn the

vigilantly watched and pressed. No member of |

truth ! Here a company of those who had been

the court who had once spoken for acquittal | lame, but now were running to tell the story of

could afterward vote for condemnation, The
votes of the youngest were taken first, that they
might not be influenced by their seniors. There
must be a majority of two to condemn in cases of

their healing; there a band of those who had
| been blind, but now could see; lepers who had
:hvvn cleansed ; demoniacs clothed and in their
right mind ; sick raised from their beds, and dead

capital punishment, and the verdict of acquittal | brought to life again | sad hearts comforted, sin-
might be given at once, but that of condemnation | ful souls redeemed, ignorant minds enlightened,
could not be delivered till the next day. No|wandering ones restored. It is still the same.

eriminal trial could be conducted in the night.

Men refuse to look at the true witnesses of the

(ieikie, whom we have followed, points out | Gospel, which are many and strong.—Select Notes.

that Jesus was not assigned any advocate, and

Jesus, the High Priest.  Jesus was the true High

the whole trial was a mockery. The cause of jus- | Priest, and not Caiaphas. The author of the
tice often suffered at the hands of the Sanhedrin, | Epistle to the Hebrews dwells on this inspiring
When a  deceiver of the people " was arraigned | theme—the high priesthood of Christ. When the
anything, even deceit and violence, were permis- | high priest entered the most Holy Place he was
sible. The two witnesses required were within bound to carry the names of the tribes of Israel
hearing of the accused, but concealed so that he | upon his shoulders and upon his breast—on his
could not see them. Two candles were lighted, | shoulders, in token that he bore the burden of
signifying that these giving testimony must have | their wickedness and their infirmities ; upon his
heen eyewitnesses. In case of blasphemy the | breast, in token of his love and care for them as

culprit was told to repeat it. 1f he did so, and
did not retract it, the two witnesses came forth
and brought him before the tribunal, and he was
condemned and stoned to death. This hiding of
witnesses, or lying in wait, was a regular cus-
tom. The Talmuds signify that this was what
was done in the case of Jesus. The Sanhedrin
violated the law in instituting the trial of Jesus
in the night, for capital offenses could only be

next his heart. Such a high priest is Jesus, “We
have not a high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was inall
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
He died to make satisfaction, He lives to make
intercession,—Nichol.

The subllety of temptation. Had Peter been
bound with Christ, he would probably have stood
faithful ; but the devil, who was sifting him, had

tried during daylight, and in condemning Jesus | a much finer sieve than that to run him through.

solely on his own confession, and in trying him

He brought him to no formal trial, where he

on the night before the passover feast, when the | could gird himself for a special effort, but to an

court was forbidden to be convened.

By Way of Illustration.

How Peter followed Christ. 'We find in Matthew

unobserved casual questioning by a slave girl.
The whole trial was over before he knew he was
being tried. 8o do most of our real trials come.
— Marcus Dods.

Poter’s honesty. 1t deserves mnotice that Mark,

that * Peter followed afar off.” It is a law of | who is supposed to have written under the super-

pature that an object removed from a luminary

vision of Peter himself, details the case more fully

receives light according to the square of the dis- | than any other Gospel historian, and gives its
tance. For illustration we will suppose that an | darkest features. He gives in its full strength

object is placed where it receives one half the

the cursing and swearing; but on the side of

rays of a sixteen candle-power luminary. Re- | penitence says only, * He wept,” while Matthew
move it as far again, and you conclude that it | and Luke have it, “ wept bitterly.”” His state-
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|
ment of the offense is very strong, and he puts
no special emphasis upon the tokens of penitent
grief.— Cowles.

Poter’s repentance,  Flinging the fold of his
mantle over his head, he, too, like Judas, rushed
forth into the night—into the night, but not as
Judas ; into the darkness of miserable self-con-
demnation, but not into the midnight of remorse
and despair: into the night, but, as has been
beautifully said, it was ‘‘to meet the morning
dawn.” If the angel of innocence had left him,
his * younger brother,” the angel of repentance,
took him gently by the hand.—Furrar,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

What impresses you most in this lesson? 1
find much to stir interesting thoughts in the |
answers of Jesus to the high priest. e had
nothing to fear from the closest scrutiny of his
enemies. Truth is always fearless and transpar-
ent. Consciousness of right, integrity in the |
gecret soul, make one bold. *I spake openly to
the world ; in secret have I said nothing,” he
declared. * You may ask any who have heard
me anywhere, and they can report nothing of my
life or my teaching which I am afraid to meet.”
It is just such consciousness of pure intention
and secret uprightness that we, his disciples,
need. Are you not glad he has made it possible
for us to be like himself ? He says, “I will put
my laws into their mind, and write them in their
hearts.” The more I know of Jesus the more I
long above all things to possess within myself his
law and his spirit.

But Peter breaks my heart when I read this
story. I see him there warming himself, taking |
his comfort while his Master is buffeted by his |
enemies, so far forgetting all he had heard that |
very evening in the upper room, and all that he |
had seen in Gethsemane, as to deny that he ever
was Jesus's friend or had ever known him. Nor |
is it so much Peter's weakness and sin thut‘
make me sorry, as it is the sword thrust in my
own soul that perhaps I have done the same
thing myself. And maybe you have.

Let us consider. Have we ever taken our
comfort and refused to help when Jesus or his |
teachings were assailed? 8in and unbelief are
arrayed against his truth, and the hatred of
human hearts is smiting him with a rod as did
the officer in the high priest’s court. The heathen
world and the world of sin close by us are against
our Lord, and what are we doing? Are we
making ourselves comfortable, as if we had no
responsibility to stand by him in the conflict ?

the faith in him which we hav> professed, and

| we, by joining in their spirit, or perhaps by our

silence, have denied that we know him?

We are as great sinners as Peter if we have
done these things. Jesus looks at us with the
same sorrow, rebuke, and pity. Peter went out
and wept bitterly, for he truly did love his
Master, though in a moment of weakness he
could deny him. What a lesson is for us here!
The warning Jesus gave to him we need to heed,
«Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptatic yn.
Peter learned well from his own experience how
to caution and strengthen others, He says, * Be
sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in
the faith,”” and remembering his own misery in
his faithlessness, he says, * Rejoice, inasmuch as
yeare partakers of Christ’s sufferings; . . . if ye be
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye§
... if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf.”

You would not think much of the friendship of
one who would not stand by you, defend you, and
speak well of you when others were criticising
and finding fault with you, or perhaps defaming
your character. Do we prove ourselves Jesus's
true friends everywhere, in all kinds of com-
pany, especially where his cause is spoken ill of,
or his blessed name used with lightness and ir-
reverence ?

The Teachers' Meeting.

The council, what it was, members, name,
powers, etc....Features of the trial of Jesus be-
fore the council: (1) Unjust; (2) Illegal; (3)
Showing his innocence; (4) Result prejudged,
ete....Aspects of Jesus before the council :
(1) Innocent; (2) Courageous (3) Loyal; (4)
Patient 5 (5) Self-sacrificing....What the lesson
teaches about Christ’s foes, (See Thoughts for
Young People.) Compare the accounts in the
four gospels, and arrange the order of events
....The wrongs of Jesus in this lesson: (1) Mis-
representation ; (2) Hatred ; (3) Injustice....De-
scribe an oriental house: I, The court, where
Peter denied his Master : (1) The scene, group
around fire; (2) The three denials, circum-
stances of each; (3) Peter’'s downward steps:
a. He followed afar off ; b. Ile got into a group
of Christ’s enemies ; ¢, He was tempted, and he
denied ; d. He cursed and swore § (4) Peter's re-
pentance: a. It began with a glance of Jesus
(Luke 22. 61); b. It was attended with conviction

Are there times when those with whom we asso-
ciate speak lightly or irreverently of him or of |

and sorrow ; ¢. It was completed by his after-
conduct confession of Christ and boldness in his
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service. 1L The council room: (1) Notice the
spirit of Christ's foes: a. Cruelty : b Unbelief ;
¢. Hate ; show the same spirit in his enemies to-
day : (2) Notice the spirit of Christ: a. Meek-
ness 3 b. Confession ; ¢. Courage.

OPTWNAL NS,

Father, I stretch my hands to thee.
Depth of mercy.

Am 1 a soldier of the cross ?

Stand up, stand up for Jesus.
Stand up for Jesus.

.

Awake, my soul.

Heirs to the kingdom of Jesus.
Nearer the cross,

Jesus, let thy pitying eye.
Jesus, who for us did bear.

Library References.

PeTER'S DENIAL.—Lives of Peter by Taylor, |
Robinson, Hodder, West, Macduff, Fouard, as
well as the lives of Christ. |

Cararuas,—Graetz, History of the Jews, vol, ii,
pages 163, 172, Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol.
ii, pages 2, 46, 104,

FreemaN's HANDBoOK : Ver. 16, Peter in the
palace, 720, Ver. 17, Female doorkeepers, 818,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 20.—Birch, G. W. F., “ Christ’s Estimate
of Public Worship,”” The Treasury, vol. i, page
457,

Verse 23.—Mason, John M., * Ministerial Fi-
delity Illustrated and Vindicated,” Works, vol.
ii, page 9.

Verse 26.—Monfort, 1. C., ** Forgotten Vows,”
The Treasury, vol. v, page 15.

Blackboard,

RE JECTED
DENIED

INSULTED

BOUND

DESPISED r,of

|
Som REGEIVED Hif

Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows. Rejected by those whom he sought
to redeem, denied by the chief of his followers,
insulted by a rabble of soldiers, bound and tried
before an unholy high priest, despised by men
unworthy to stand in his presence—how strange
that the immortal Son of God should meekly
bearit all! Have we received him as our Saviour

N

Ver. 18, Charcoal, 819. Ver. 20, The synagogue,
636, Ver. 22, Buffeting, 719,

and Friend, or do we, too, despise and dishonor
Jesus?

LESSON IX. CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.

[May 28.

GOLDEN TEXT. I find no fault in him. John 19. 4.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

(Compare Matt. 27. 11-26; Mark 15. 1-15, and
Luke 23, 1-25.]

John 18. 28-40. [ Conumit to memory verses 35-40.]

28 Then led they Je'sus from Cai‘a-phas unto
the hall of judgment : and it was early ; and they
themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest
they should be defiled ; but that they might eat
the passover.

20 Pi'late then went ont unto them, and said,
What accusation bring ye against this man ?

30 They answered and said unto him, If he
were not a malefactor, we would not have deliv-
ered him up unto thee,

31 Then said Pi'late unto them, Take ye him,
and judge him according to your law. e Jews
therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us

REVISED VERSION,

28  They lead Je'sus therefore from Cai'a-phas
into the palace: and it was early ; and they
themselves entered not into the palace, that
they might not be defiled, but might eat the

29 passover. Pi'late therefore went out unto
them, and saith, What accusation bring ye

30 against this man? They answered and said
uuto him, If this man were not an evil-doer,
we should not have delivered him up unto

31 thee. Pi'late therefore said unto them, Tuke
him yourselves, and judge him according to
your law. The Jews said unto him, It is not

32 lawful for us to put any man to death: that
the word of Je'sus might be fulfilled, which
he spake, signifying by what manner of death

to put any man to death :

he ghould die.
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32 That the saying of Je'sus might be fulfilled, | 33

which he spake, signifying what death he should
die.

33 Then Pi'late entered into the judgment hall \
again, and called Je'sus, and said unto him, Art
thou the King of the Jews?

34 Je'sus answered him, Sayest thou this thing |
of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? |

36 Pi'late answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own “
nation and the chief priests have delivered thee |
unto me : what hast thou done ? |

36 Je'sus answered, My kingdom is not of ﬂni.\‘
world : if my kingdom were of this world, then |
would my servants fight, that I should not be de-
livered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not
from hence.

37 Pi'late therefore said unto him, Art thou a
king then? Je'sus answered, Thou sayest that 1
am a king. To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that 1 ghould bear |
witness unto the truth, Every one that is of the |
truth heareth my voice.

a8 Pi'late saith unto him, What is truth ? And
when he had said this, he went out again unto
the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no
fault atall.

39 But ye have a custom, that I should release
unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore
that 1 release unto you the King of the Jews?

40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this
man, but Ba-rab’bas, Now Ba-rab’bas was a rob-
ber,

[May 28,

Pi'late therefore entered again into the pal-
ace, and called Je'sus, and said unto him, Art

34 thou the King of the Jews? Je'sus answered,

Sayest thou this of thyself, or did others tell it

35 thee concerning me? Pi'late answered, Am

I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief
priests delivered thee unto me: what hast

36 thoudone ? Je'sus answered, My kingdom is

not of this world : if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that |
should not be delivered to the Jews : but now

37 is my kingdom not from hence, Pi'late there-

fore said unto him, Art thou a king then*
Je'sus answered, Thou sayest that I am a
king. To this end have 1 been born, and to
this end am I come into the world, that [
should bear witness unto the truth. Every
one that is of the truth heareth my voice,

| 88 Pi'late saith unto him, What is truth,

And when he had said this, he went out
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, [
39 find no crime in him. But ye have a custom,
that I should release unto you one at the pass-
over: will ye therefore that I release unto you
40 the King of the Jews? They cried out there-
fore again, saying, Not this man, but Ba-rab-
bas. Now Ba-rab’bas was a robber.

Time.—Early Friday morning, April 7, A. D.
0. Place.—The judgment-hall of Pilate.

Home Readings.

M. Christ Before Pilate, John 18, 28-40,
7T, Mocked by Herod. Luke 23. 1-12.
W. Rejected of men, Matt. 27 15-25.
T, No fault. John 19, 1-16.

#  Powerful enemies. Acts 4. 23-30.

5 Example of suffering. Heb. 12, 1-6.
&. Perfect by suffering. Heb. 5. 1-9.

Lesso ymns,
No. 154, New Canad Hymnal.

Never further tha .hi\" CTOSS,
Never higher thal thy feet;

Here earth’s preci things seem dross;
Here earth’s bittéfthings grow sweel.

No. 151, New Canadial

1 lay my 8ins of

The spotless

He bears them

From the accu

No. 138, New Canadian

Jesus, and shall it eve

A mortal man asham hee,

‘Ashamed of thee, whotll angels raise,

Whose glories shine thigugh en less days!

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Accusers, v. 28-32,
Where was Jesus led ?

Why did the Jews not go into the hall ?
What is here meant by the word * defiled ¢

What is meant by * eat the passover?”
What is a * malefactor ?”
What did Pilate say to the Jews ?
What reply did they make?
Why were there two laws, a Jewish and a Ro
man ¥
2. The King, v. 33-37.
What was the question Pilate asked of Jesus?
What kind of a king was Pilate thinking of ¥
What kind of a king is Jesus ?
What points of difference between Christ's
kingdom and a kingdom of this world ?
For what purpose did Christ say he was born?
How did he bear witness unto the truth?
3. The Robber, v. 38-40.
How can we tell *“ what is truth?”
What testimony did Pilate bear about Jesus?
GoLpeN TEXT.
What was the Jewish custom ? Verse 39,
What was the probable cause of the custom?
Why did the Jews prefer Barabbas to Christ ¥
Giive some Scripture passages to prove that
Christ was sinless,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Formality is not morality, The Jews would
not go into the judgment-hall lest they should be
defiled, yet they sought to kill Jesus. God looks
at the heart, and judges righteously.

9. The value of law, Pilate was not a good
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Juan, but he had been trained to respect the law. " QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGE"
SCHOLARS.

Law has many imperfections, but it aims to be |
on the side of justice and equity. It is better | Where was Jesus taken from the high priest’s
than many who profess to administer it. | palace? To the hall of judgment.

4. The kingdom of truth is the grandest of all. | Who was the judge, or governor? Pilate.
Its origin is in the eternal purpose of God, its aim Why did not the Jews condemn Jesus to death ?
i« 1o save men, its weapons are spiritual, its prog- | What kind of a man was Pilate ¥
ress certain, its final triumph assured,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS.
1. The Accusers, v, 28-32,
To what place was Jesus taken ?

In whose palace was this? Matt, 27, 2, 27,

Why did his accusers remain outside ¥
What question did Pilate ask ?

What was their reply ?

What did Pilate bid them do?

What objection did they make ?

Do you think much of a person who will do
what he knows to be wrong to please some one?

\ How many times did Pilate say, “I find no
| fault in him ¢ " Three times.

What question did he ask Jesus? Verse 33,

What did Jesus say was the reason his servants
would not fight ?

For what reason did he say that he came into
the world ¢

Whom did Jesus say heard his voice ?

Whom did Pilate want to set free at this time?

| Jesus.

What manner of death had Jesus foretold for | Whom did the people want? Barabbas.

himself #  Matt, 20. 19,
2. The King, v. 33-37.

What question did Pilate ask Jesus?
What did Jesus ask in reply ?

Who had made the accusation ?
What did Jesus say of his kingdom ?
What did Pilate again ask ¥

What declaration did Jesus make ¥
What was his mission in the world ?
Who belonged to his kingdom ?

3. The Robber, v. 38-40,

What was Pilate’s last question ?

What was his verdict? GoLpex TEXT.
What proposition did he make ?

Whom did the Jews choose for release ?
What was this man’s character ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The cruel hatred of wicked men ?
2. The indifference of worldly men ?
3, The divine witness for the truth ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. What did Pilate say to the Jews? ¢¢ What
accusation bring you against this man 22

2. What did Jesus declare of his kingdom?
¢¢ My kingdom is not of this world.”

3. What did Pilate say of Jesus? GOLDEN
Texrt: *“ 1 find no fanlt,? ete.

4. For what cause did Jesus come into the
world? To bear witness unto the truth.

CHURCH CATECHISM,

70. What i®€hurch discipline

line is that godly government of
preserveth purity of doctrine
d the Scriptural ordering of all
old of faith.

was the Church oé 'Chrint.

rectitude of life,
| matters in the ho
| 71, For what pu
| with its ordinances
! The Church of Chi
world forthe preaching
the conversion of sinners\
| believers.

e Gospel to all nations,
id the edification of

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
¢¢The King of the Jews.”

1. An Accusen KNG,
1. Then led they Jesus. v. 28,
Brought as a lamb, Isa. 53. 7.
2. What accusation bring ye? v.20.

Despised and rejected of men. Isa. 53, 3,

8. If he were not a malfactor,  v. 30.

False witnesses are risen up. Psa, 27, 12,

1. AN UnworLpLy KixNa,

1. My kingdom is not of this world. v.36.
The kingdom of his dear Son. Col. 1. 13,

2. Then would my servants fight. v. 36,

Weapons of our warfare....not carnal. 2
Cor. 10. 4.
8. Now is my kingdom ot from henee, V. 36,
Born again. .. see the kingdom. John 3. 3.
II1. A Birruricut KNG,
1. Then sayest that I am a king. V.37,
God of heaven set up a kingdom. Dan. 2. 44,
2. 7o this end was 1born. v. 37.
The government....upon his shoulder. Isa.
9. 6.
| 8. OFf the truth heaveth my voice, v.37.
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He that is of God heareth God's words. John V. A Resectep KinNG,

8. 47, 1. Release unto you the King. v.39.
1V. A Riguteous Kina, Choose ye this day whom you will serve,
Ifind in him no fauit at all. v. 38, Jogh. 24, 15.
Which of you convinceth me of sin? John| 2. Nolthis man, but Barabbas, v. 40.
8. 46, His own received him not, John 1. 11,

Tempted. . ..yet without sin. Ileb. 4. 15.

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

After the examination of our Lord before Annas he was tried more formally by Caiaphas, and
probably before the full Sanhedrin, It was during this trial that he was asked whether he were in-
deed the Christ, and answered * I am,” adding that they should yet see him coming in judgment,
This utterance was adjudged blasphemous, and he was at once sentenced to death, But the penalty
could not be executed without consent of the Roman rulers. If the Jewish authorities expected
that Pilate would ratify their sentence without questioning its justice, they were disappointed.
He was persistent in ascertaining every accusation made against the prisoner. The young Galilean
teacher, covered with blood and dust, and with hands tied, showed an unearthly royalty, and made
a profound impression upon Pilate. Afraid to condemn him and afraid not to do so, he sent him
to Herod Antipas for judgment ] and when the tetrarch of Galilee also evaded responsibility, and
the prisoner was returned, Pilate, still declaring that he was not responsible for Jesus's death,
ordered him to be crucified. The first five verses of our lesson (28-32) present the Jews hysterically
claiming the execution oi the sentence they have passed ; their scene is outside the Pretorium,
Verses 33-87 present Christ as the king of a spiritual kingdom, their scene is inside the Pretorium.
The last three verses (38-40) show Pilate declaring the innocence of the Saviour, and making an
offer of his release to the mob that clamors for his death and will accept only Barabbas. The four
other scenes in the civil trial are presented in John 19, 1-16: The scourging and mockery (verses
1-3) inside the Pretorium Pilate’s repeated declarations of our Lord’s innocence (verses 4-7)
addressed to the crowd outside ; a private conversation between Christ and Pilate concerning the
source of authority ; and the sad scene without the Pretorium, when the Jews rejected Christ and
chose the Roman emperor as their friend and defender,

Verse 28. Then led they. The leaders were ing. The desire to eat the passover made de-
the chief priests and Pharisees, political oppo- | filement now especially odious to them. As
nents, for one strange hour working in harmony. | preliminary to this feast leaven was scrupulously
Unto the hall of judgment. To the gu\’-‘ removed from all Hebrew houses, but, of course,
ernor’s palace, called the Pretorium. A few  no attention would be paid to this in Pilate’s
vears later the Roman governors had their offi- | house,
cial residence on the western hill of Jerusalem in | 29. Pilate then went out unto them, Be-
a gorgeous palace erccted by Herod the Great. cause their religious customs prevented their
But tradition puts Pilate’s headquarters in An- ! coming in to him. The hints as to Pilate's
tonia, and tradition here may be corrcct. The | character given us by contemporaries do not
Roman capital was Cesarca, but at the great prepare us for such scrupulousness on his part as
feasts, when tumultuous multitudes thronged is here shown ; at first we wonder at his repeated
Jerusalem, the governor found it wise to Dbe | pleadings with the Jews; but a partial explana-
present. It was carly. “In the fourth watch of | tion is to be found in Matt. 27. 19. What ae-
the night, between three and six in the morning. cusation bring ye against thisman ? Not
The Jews held it wrong to condemn anyone to that Pilate did not know, but that he desires a
death at night, and it is probable that an addi- | formal, and probably a written, charge. Doubt-
tional meeting of the Sanhedrin is here indicated, | less the whole case had been gone over hefore
which formally confirmed the decision infor- | him, for he would not ordinarily be in his judg-
mally made at midnight. Roman courts could | ment-hall at so early an hour; but there had
be held after sunrise. ‘They themselves went | arisen in his heart a deep suspicion of these Jew-
not into the judgment hall, lest they | ish plotters. Pontius Pilate had at this time been
should be defiled. Many rabbins taught— | governor for about four years, and for about six
though the law of Moses is silent on the subject | years longer he held the position, His obstinate
—that entrance into a Gentile’s house was defil- dislike of the religious prejudices of the Jews
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made constant trouble. He was accused of de-
liberately insulting their most sacred rites, of
killing notable men uncondemned, of ungovern- |
able passions, implacable pride, and steady in-|
humanity.

gired to have a calm conversation with this man,
whose lofty behavior puzzled him. Art thou
the King of the Jews? Words which may
mean either, Art thou the man who is said to be

the Jewish king ? or, Dost thou claim the title?

30, If he were not a malefactor [evil- | Such a claim might be expected to call forth all
worker], we would not have delivered him | the patriotic fanaticism of his misgoverned
up unto thee. Having privately labored with countrymen. 1f Jesus really claimed to be he-

Pilate, the Jews expect him to agree to their|
terms. But there is a point at issue between him |
and them which appears to involve the whole
question of the relationship of Rome to Jerusa-
lem. The Sanhedrin apparently does not dis-
pute Pilate's sole power over life and death as |
Roman executive, but it disputes his right to try |
again one whom they have condemned. Its
rights as a judicial tribunal are almost at |
stake.

31. Take ye him, and judge him accorcl-.
ing to your law. These seem to be words of |
jrony and retort. “If you are not bound to re-
view the evidence before me, why bring your
prisoner to me? If your law is independent of |
Rome, go on and execute it.” The Jews theres |
fore said unto him, It is not lawful for us:
to put any man to death. A mortifying con- |
fession—Rome had snatched away their legal
power ; an equally embarrassing confession was
that the only thing to satisfy them now is the
death of Jesus, for it is not justice they seek, but
murder. There are many incidental evidences
that the Jews had already been deprived of all
power of capital punishment.

32. That the saying of Jesus might be
fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what
death he should die. This verse bears on
our everyday theology. It directly implies that
the whole political order of the world was held in
service by God to fulfill the sayings of his Son.
Jesus had spoken of being *“lifted up,” and had
charged the Jews with plotting to lift him up to
his death ; both.of which statements pointed to
the cross as a means of punishment. But eruci-
fixion was not inflicted by the Jews. Then, too,
in one passage at least, he predicted his death
at the hands of Gentiles. But before these
prophecies could be fulfilled the right to inflict
capital punishment must be taken away from the
Jews : and to take it away required a long chain
of circumstances, cause and effect in many links,
involving decisions by many minds who had no
knowledge or consideration of Jesus. And yet—
though through all the complications of Roman
and Jewish government this divine purpose ran—
each actor had an unfettered free will.

33, Pilate entered into the judgment
hall again. Away from the howls of the crowd.

Called Jesus, and said unto him. Pilate de-

reditary King of the Jews, why did not the crowds
follow him as they had heretofore followed every
such claimant ?  Pilate probably expected a neg-
ative reply.

34. Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or
did others tell it thee of me 2 Have you read
prophecies of the coming King? or have you
heard of sedition fostered by me? or are you
simply repeating a baseless charge? Do you get
your information from your own observation or
your own police, or from politicians and mad
bigots? Observe me; am I a rebel, or a lunatie,
or a maligned man? Strange, indeed, and con-
trary to all experiences of the past, for Jews to
clamor for the death of a rebel against Rome ?

35. Am I a Jew? Can you expect me to
understand the minutia of your despicable re-
ligion? Thine own nation [not mine] and
the chief priests have delivered thee. They
constantly resent the control of foreigners, but
they ask me to put you to death for objecting to
such control. What hast thou done? How
is it that a claimant to the throne has come into
conflict with these chronic grumblers against
Rome? In short, I do not say this thing of my-
self, but others make the charge.

36. Jesus answered in substance that he is
universally misapprehended. Royalty is empha-
sized in this verse—my kingdom. But the
kingdom is not of this world. Its majesty
and state, its army and navy, its treasury, are
not to be maintained like those of Israel or Rome.
Its laws are such as * this world "’ cannot under-
stand. Servants means ‘‘officers.” Our Lord’s
kingdom is not to have geographical boundaries ;
it is an empire of human hearts. Even then, and
in Jerusalem, were hundreds, doubtless thou-
sands, of faithful followers of Jesus ; but he had
taught them not to fight. Now is my king=
dom not from hence. It does not rest on
Jewish popularity, but tr 1s h ideas.

37. Art thou a king then ? 8o, then, after
all, thou art a king? What sort of a king, if no
rival to Cmsar? Thou sayest that I am a
king. This is probably an affirmative, mean-
ing, “Iam.” But the directer meaning of the
phrase is preferred by many scholars—You say 1
am a king, but I came into this world with an en-
tirely different mission from that of any earthly
king. 'To this end was I born. Asa child, in
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Bethlehem. For this cause came I into the‘

world. Down from the glories of heaven.
That I should bear witness unto the
truth. The thoughts of God, which the world
by wisdom could not reach. Fvery one that
is of the truth heareth my voice. IHere,
then, are the boundaries of our Lord’s empire.
Obedience is the true Christendom. Whoever is
open to the truth is inevitably governed by the
Christly teachings. This is not a matter of creed
merely ; all honest searchers after the truth of
life shall find it through Christ.

38. What is truth? “‘What is truth?’
said jesting Pilate, and did not wait for an
auswer.”’—Bacon, This question on Pilate’s
tongue meant hardly more or less than “ What
has truth to do with the charge that you claim
to be King of the Jews " His worldly mind has
no room for spiritual conceptions; but he sces
clearly that this Man does not deserve death.

Went out again, He takes unwonted trouble,
|1 find in him no fault at all. No crime:
no ground for the charge of rebellion. And just
! here must be introduced the terrible scenes de-
scribed in Matt. 27. 12-14; Mark 15. 3-5; Luke
23, 4-12.

39. But ye have a custom. Of this custom
nothing is known except what is here related.
| I should release unto you one at the pass-
over. In the modern theory of government a
criminal is one who offends society, and his pun-
ishment is a blessing to society ; but when gov-
ernment was not “for the people and by the
people,” the people were pleased to have a
criminal released ; he was, in some sense, a fel-
low-sufferer.

40. Not this man, but Barabbas. A vio-
lent man, who * may have been really guilty of
the charge brought wickedly against the holy
Jesus.”

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

ORDER OF THE EVENTS OF THE TRIAL.

No one of the evangelists recordsall the incidents
of the trial of Christ. All of the accounts should
be carefully read, and a studious comparison
of them will render probable the following order
of events: 1. Jesus was brought before Annas.
2. Sent by Annas to Caiaphas and the council,
who accuse, question, and condemn him. 3.
During the examinations before Annas and
Caiaphas (probably in same building) the three
denials by Peter occurred. 4. At about day-
break the Sanhedrin again assembles to legally
reaffirm its verdict, and arrange for presenting
the case to Pilate. 5. At about six o’clock he is
Jed before Pilate. 6. After the final condemna.
tion of Jesus by the council Judas makes his
confession, throws down the thirty pieces of sil-
ver, and goes out and hangs himself. 7. The
first hearing before Pilate, in which he asks
what the charges are, and the Jews demand that
he confirm their verdict without inquiry; this
being refused, they charge Jesus with three
political offenses—that he claimed to be a king,
that he refused to pay tribute to Cesar, and that
he stirred up sedition. 8 Having heard these
charges, Pilate goes back into the Pretorium and
questions Jesus particularly about his kingly
pretensions, and Jesus affirms that he is a king,
but that his kingdom is not of this world. 9.
Pilate goes out again to the Jews and announces
that he finds no fault in Jesus, and the Jews
clamorously accuse him of many things, to which
he makes no reply ; and Pilate again asserts his
innocence. 10. At this point Pilate learns that
Jesus is from Galilee, and sends him to Herod,

but before whom Jesus maintains silence, and
after being mocked and arrayed in a purple
robe, is returned to Pilate. 11. Pilate, calling
the Jews together, again proclaims Jesus's in-
nocence, and proposes to scourge him and re-
lease him. 12, Pilate asks the Jews whether he
shall not release to them Jesus rather than Ba-
rabbas, a noted criminal. 13. Pilate’s wife re-
ports to him her dream. 14. The people, stirred
up by the rulers, demand Barabbas’s release and
Jesus’s death, 15. Pilate washes his hands, but
releases Barabbas and delivers Jesus to the sol-
diers, who mock him and put the crown of thorns
on his head, 16, Jesus is brought forth in this
pitiful plight, and Pilate says to the Jews, * Be-
hold the man!” and made his final appeal for
his release. 17, The Jews now accuse Jesus of
having claimed to be the Son of God; upon
which Pilate takes him again into, the Pretorium
and questions him as to who he is, but Jesus is
silent. 18. Pilate still sceking to release Jesus,
the Jews warn him that if he does so, he is not
« Cgesar's friend”—an appeal to Pilate’s political
interests that decides him to yield to their
wishes, and he delivers Jesus to be crucified.

THE RELENTLESS AND MALICIOUS ACCUSERS.

Christ’s accusers were prompted by person il
| hate, That turned prosecution into persecution,
They were not seeking justice, but revenge. Josus
| had rebuked their hypocrisy, taught doctrines
that condemned their lives, and had twice broken
in upon their profitable though sacrilegious
traffic in the temple. They were determined out
| of personal malevolence to put him to death.
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Their malicious spirit is shown (1) in their con-

gpiracy with Judas for Christ’s betrayal ; (2) in

their disregard of the forms of law in the pro-

ceedings before Annas and the Sanhedrin ; (3) in

the indignities to which they had subjected Jesus

in the course and in the intervals of his exami-

nations; (4) in their bringing in of suborifd

witnesses ; (5) in their bitter and tumultuous

pruuwdings before Pilate; (6) in the false charges

_known to them to be false—preferred against

him; (7) in their stirring up of the people to |
riotous clamor against him ; (8) in their iuvok-'
iug the possible curse of his blood upon them

and their children ; (9) in their demanding his

death rather than that ot a robber and a mur-

derer; and (10) in the political motive which

they brought to bear upon Pilate to induce him
1o consent to the death of one whom he declared
innocent. It is & striking comment upon the
possibilities there are in human nature for self-
deception, that these men who were filled with
this spirit of hate, and who were intent on com-
mitting murder, considered themselves religious,
and shrank from the ceremonial pollution of
entering the house of a Gentile ! Is there any-
thing akin to that in present-day life?

A WEAE AND WICKED JUDGE.

«guffered under Pontius Pilate,” That clause
in the universal creed of Christendom passes
the name of the Roman procurator down to
eternal infamy. When he consented to the
death of Christ that day he thought it an inci-
dent that would soon be forgotten, little dream-
ing that this was the one act by which he would
be known to future ages, and that the curse of
having ordered the crucifixion of the one sinless
Man who has ever lived in this world would
cling to him to the end of time. He sat in judg-
ment upon Jesus ; the heavens sat in judgment
upon him. He was weak, and he was wicked.
He entered upon the great trial in a spirit of pet-
ulancy; he was vacillating, and moved by a
tortuous instead of a straight line; he stood in
awe of the dignity of the great Prisoner, yet re-
cnted his silence; seven times he pronounced
Jesus innocent, yet he ordered him to be cruelly
scourged, permitted him to be grossly mal-
treated, and finally surrendered him to be
crucified, e used Jesus in his small play of
politics by sending him to Herod, allowed his
convietions as a judge to be drowned by the bel-
lowing of the mob, and quailed like a coward
hefore the threat that his conduct would be
impeached at Rome. He washed his hands in
theatrical protestation of his innocence of the
blood of an innocent man whom he was about
wirrendering like a lamb to the wolves, and

sought to put the entire responsibility for the
murder upon a mob which his cohort could have
swept from the court in five minutes. In Mun
kacsy’s great picture, ¢ Christ Before Pilate,” the
governor is represented as the embodiment of
all the strength and nobleness of the ideal Roman
character. That conception must give place to
the truer representation of Tissot, in that groat
series of pictures now atiracting the world's at-
tention, in which Pilate is seen as a sharp-faced,
sharp-eyed politician, on the outlook for the
main chance, whose small soul, absorbed in mat-
ters relating to his own ambitions, was incapable
of courageous magnanimity.

THE DIVINE PRISONER.

In the study of the character of Christ as re-
vealed in the course of his trial the following
features should be noted : 1. The calmness of his
spirit and the dignity of his bearing. 2. The
patient and unmurmuring meekness with whicly
he submitted to violence and insult. 3. Iis
speech and his silence—by both of which, if we
carefully consider them, it will be seen that he
sought not to avoid but to insure his death. 4.
The lofty testimony which he bore concerning
himself and his mission into the world. 5. His
inl making it y for his i
to hire false witnesses, and forcing from his
judge the repeated confession that he found no
fault in him. In the light of these facts, and all
that went before them, what answer is irresisti-
bly suggested to the question, ** Who was he?”

Thoughts for Young People.
The Kingdom of Christ.

1. Christ has a kingdom among men. Just as
there is & Gulf Stream in the ocean, which has

its own current apart from the sea, so there isa
kingdom of God blished among the kingdoms
and nations of earth.

2. Christ’s kingdom is an invisible kingdom. Pi-
late and Caiaphas cannot see it, and do not recog-
nize its existence. Yet it exists; it has its own
laws: it has its own subjects, and it will endure
when the kingdoms of earth shall pass away.

8. Christ’s kingdom conquers by its own weapens,
not by the force of arms, as do earthly kingdoms.
It is prospered not by resistance, but by patient
endurance. Its subjects do not fight, yet they
win.

4. Christ’s kingdom has for its subjects those who
receive the truth, Everyone who accepts the truth
ag it is given to him, who follows it in his life, is
a member of Christ’s kingdom.

B. Christ's kingdom never has been and never will

be popular with the world.
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Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 28, The Jews went not into the judg-
ment-hall, lest they should be defiled. The rab-
bis had imposed numerous restrictions on the
Jews concerning purification of the person. They
were forbidden to enter the dwelling of any Gen-

tile. as it would not have been cleared of the de- |

filement of leaven, and the entrance into it would
require protracted washings and purifications,
and thus throw them out of participation in the
feast of the passover.

It is wot lawful for us to put any man to death.”
Dr. Hanna (Life of Our Lord) says: “Judea
was now under the Roman yoke, one bond and
badge of its servitude being this, that while the
old Jewish courts were permitted to try and to
punish minor offenses, the final judgment of all
cayital offenses was resarved for the Roman
tribunals.”” A Roman judge must pass the sen-
tence, or at least must sign the warrant that con-
signed the eriminal to execution. At Jerusalem
these reserved cases were brought up for adjudi-
cation at the time of the great festivals, when the
Roman procurator, who resided ordinarily at
Camsarea, visited the capital. This has been the
accepted view of the custom of the time, but Dr.
Stapfer, professor in the Protestant Theological
Faculty in Paris, believes that the Sanhedrin had
the strict right to condemn and execute Stephen,
and that it might also have executed Jesus, He
thinks they asked Pilate to ratify the sentence
because they did not wish the death of Jesus to
be on religious grounds. He thinks the right of
capital punishment was not really taken away
from the Sanhedrin; the Sanhedrin itself re-
nounced it. It was just at this time when Pilate
was procurator that the Sanhedrin ceased to
hold its sessions in the usual place within the
temple, and began to meet in the Court of the
Gentiles, near the gate, where it had another hall
of assembly. The Talmuds, he says, explain
this change as giving less weight to their deci-
sions—a device rendered necessary by the trou-
blous times, wherein crimes and assassinations
were so multiplied that the Sanhedrin no longer
dared to pronounce the sentence of death in every
case ; the number of executions would have been
too great. It therefore ceased to meet in its ac-
customed place, because elsewhere it felt less
guilty if it mitigated the punishment, and it
thus let drop its right of pronouncing death.

1 was the exact case in the trial of Christ (Palestine
in the Time of Christ, pages 100, 101). The San-
hedrin wished to say Jesus was not condemned
to death on religious grounds, but for a crime
against the state. If the Sanhedrin had con-
demmned him to death, the execution must have
been by stoning, the Hebrew method of inflicting
capital punishment, but tried for treason, he
could be crucified.
Verse 33. Pilate entered into the judgment-
hall, a place known as * Gabbatha,” or the
“ Pavement,” paved with a mosaic of stones of
various colors. He caused his official judgment
seat to be pushed on to this ** Pavement ;" the
Romans were always ready to conduct court in
the most open places, not stopping at holding
trials in the market place, in the theater, or in
the cireus ring. No deliverance of the Jjudge
| was official save as it was made while he occu-
pied the judgment seat, which in this case is
said to have been a permanent structure of costly
marble. It was a maxim of Roman law, says
Geikie, that all criminal trials should be held on
a raised tribunal, that all might see and be seen,
Seats were generally provided for the accusers
| and the accused, but this custom appears not to
; have obtained under the Romans in Judea.

By Way of Illustration.

The mocking and scourging preceded this second
appearance before Pilate (vs. 1-3). We call such
conduct as this ““inhuman,” but there is a sense
in which it is peculiarly *human.” To call it
whrutal” would not be fair; for it is of man-
kind and not of brute-kind to be guilty of such
cruel and causeless mockery and torture of a help-
less and unresisting victim. It was because
such traits of inhumanity, but not of unhuman-
ity, were in the race of man that Jesus came into
this world to better humanity. And whenever
we see such traits to-day we see a trace of the
spirit that crucified the Son of man. This spirit
is shown in a child’s ill-treatment of a younger
brother or sister, or in the pestering and frighten-
ing of a schoolmate or a neighbor. It appears
in Russia—yes, in America. It appears in the
attacks on inoffensive Chinamen and Indians
and Negroes and poor whites. It appears in the
fashionable scoffing at Jews in places of summer
resort. It appears in wife-beating and child-
torture. It appears in the curl of the lip and in

ptuous treatment of those who are down.

The Sanhedrin no longer dared cc and ex-
ecute the numerous brigands and religious fa-
natics; and on the score of religion where the
Pharisees, not now in power, would be roused
to indignation, they sought the indorsement of
the political authorities. Stapfer believes this

It is liable to appear wherever there is hu-
manity.

Verse 28. There is a wide difference between
inward righteousness and outward sanctimoni-
ousness, Christ had said to these people, * Now
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do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the |

cup and o platter, but your inward part is full
of ravening and wickedness.” All the horrors

and suffering inflicted on innocent people by the |
Inquisition were ordered and carried out by those |

who were outwardly absorbed in Church observ-
ances.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

To us who know so well who Jesus is—the Sos
of God, the King of kings, the Lord of lords—
his trial before the Sanhedrin and before Pilate
is a strange sight. Think of it! Weak and
wicked men, whom he could have destroyed with

Verses 33-87. Men rebel against the Kingship | one word of his power, passed judgment upon

of Jesus. Andrew Melville told King James,

him as upon a‘common criminal, Nothing but

« There are two kings and two kingdoms in {heir mad hate could have prevented their seeing

scotland : there is King James, the head of the
commonwealth, and there is Christ Jesus, the
King of the Church, whose subject James
and of whose kingdom he is not a king,
por a lord, nor a head, but a member.”  The
cutire history of the Scottish Church lhus
been one long struggle to maintain this truth.
— Stalker.

 Boeryone that is of the truth heaveth wmy voice.”
1f we are not led by truth, we are sure to be
deafened by prejudice. There is a form of deaf-
pess known to physicians in which the person
affected is able to hear everything except words.,
The ear may be so perfect that it can hear the
tick of a watch, but an injury in the brain causes
all spoken words to be as unintelligible to the
sufferer as those of a foreign tongue. There is
4 moral deafness which corresponds to this, but

instead of being rare, it is as common as it is |

dangerous,— W, H. Thomson.

] find in himnofault.”” By seven different wit-
nesses is the faultl of Jesus established : 1.
He is declared innocent by the false disciple who
betrayed him (Matt. 27.4). 2. Found* not worthy
of death” by the cruel king who set him at
naught and betrayed him (Luke 23. 11-15). 3. De-
(lared “a just man” by the wife of the ruler
(Matt. 27. 19). 4. Declared to be without fault,
by the weak governor who slew him. 5. The
thief who was condemned with him said, * This
man hath done nothing amiss” (Luke 23. 41).
6. The centurion who stood at his cross cried,
“Traly, this man was the Son of God " (Mark 15.
39). 7. We have the Father's testimony in the
midday darkness, the opened graves, the resur-
rection,

The faultless Christ. Charles Lamb in a brilliant
company asked his friends how they would feel
if the greatest of earth’s dead were suddenly to
appear in their presence, and then he added, “If
fhakespeare was to come into the room, we should
all riseto meet him ; but if that Person [meaning
Christ] was to come into the room, we should
all kneel.” As we come to know that reverence-
inspiring, love-commanding character, we in-
stinctively borrow Napoleon'’s word, and exclaim,
“I know men, and I can tell Jesus Christ was not
a man,”—N. Boynton.

the majesty of him whom they contemptuously

| accused of treason hecause he would not deny
V1 is, | that he was their King. It is a startling dis

closure of the possibilities of spiritual blindness,
of the utter darkness of the soul when it refuses
the light of God.

Pilate was impressed with Jesus, He could

| find in him no fault atall ; but because he wanted
“m make it easy for himself by keeping favor
‘with the Jews, against his own convictions he
illl'l'lV(.‘l’L‘tl him to them to be crucified. It was
Christ’s own people who first rejected him und
carried him to Pilate, the Gentile, for confirma
tion of their sentence. Jew and Gentile alike
| were stone-blind through the selfishness which is
| the curse of human souls in all ages. The Jews
| hated Jesus because his teachings cut to the core
lof their Pharisaic self righ Pilate saw
no reason to condemn him, but thought it was
for his own interest to do what the Jews de
manded.

Do we behold, as in a mirror, a reflection o!
ourselves? We really are in danger of spiritual
blindness ourselves from the same causes, The
truth of Jesus often cuts us to the heart as &
two-edged sword. It goes into our self-will, our
pride, our ambitions, and we resist and resent
it. We want our own way, and we will not have
him to reign over us. We are willing to accept
his reign if it does not interfere with:our pur-
poses and plans, but not if it asks the unconds
tional surrender of our hearts and lives. And
we see no fault in Jesus. We admire his trutk,
and give it an intellectual assent; but to stané
boldly by what we know is right would interfere
with worldly prosperity—would forfeit the
friendship of some, would make it hard to g
along with those who do not believe as we da
And so we yield our convictions and wash owe
hands of responsibility. There is no surer wag
than this of becoming spiritually blind. Itise
fearful risk. We may even be in the strange po-
sition of those of whom we say, “ How blind
they were!’ and betray and crucify again ow
King and our Judge.

Let us take the lesson to our hearts. Selfish-
ness has many forms. It always hinders our
seeing spiritual truth in a clear light. Only the
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Chriet, whose meekness, kindness, and love shim-\
like royal diamonds in the scenes of this lesson, |
dwelling in our hearts, can destroy this secret
and subtie foe. We see no fault in him at all.
But, O, the great question for us is, Will he at

1he last find us * faultless in the presence of his | 8.,
Governments in Contrast,” Methodist Pulpit,

South, page 319.

glory with exceeding joy "

The Teachers’' Meeting.

Kingdom of Jesus,” Sermons, page 172,
T. A., * The Originality of Christ’s Character,”
Homiletic Monthly, vol. vi, page 507. Doggett, D.

page b6l

| May 28,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.
Verse 36.—Edmondson J., “The Spiritual
Hoyr,

«Christ and Pilate, or the Divine and Human

Verse 87.—Burrell, D. J., The Spirit of the Age,
Deems, C. F., “Jesus, Our Martyr

Review the events from the avrest of Jesus,and | King,” Sermons, page 7. Brewster, C. B., “ The
show them by tracing upon the map of Jerusa- | King’s Appeal,”’ The Howmiletic Review, vol. XVi,

lem a journey of Jesus:
to the house of Annas. This may be indicated

as an imagined place on Mount Zion. 2. Tolln-“ Truth?? Sermons, page 215.
house of Caiaphas. Here note two trials. 8. To |«
Pilate’s palace at the tower of Antonia, north of | T%e Homiletic
the temple. Here the conversaticns of the les- l 8

1. From the garden | page 236,

W, J., “What is

Gibson, J. Monro,
The Skeptic’'s Query Answered by Himself,”
Review, vol. xiv, page 419. Smiley,
. F., Who is He, or What is Truth? Schaff, Per-

Verse 38.—Conybeare,

sons took place. 4. To Herod's palace, probably | son of Christ. Veith, The Words of the Enemies of

north of Mount Zion. 5. Back to Pilate, where | Jesus,

the last events of the lesson oceurred. Fix llwl
order of facts in mind....8how Christ as llwl
King....8how the kingdom of Christ, as in
Thoughts for Young People. ...Do not fail to
emphasize the thought that each one must make
his own choice between Jesus and the world....
Notice the illustration in the lesson of the great
Jdoctrine of substitution. Barabbas, the crim-
inal, is acquitted, while Jesus, the innocent,
tukes his place, and is condemned. We are like
Barabbas, and Christ\died for us.

< QPTIONAL WYMNS,

* Hail, thou once despiséd Jesus.
Thou dear Redeemer.
Rock of ages.
Jesus, my Saviour.
Love divine.

There is a name I love to hear.
0 sing the power of love divine.
O my Saviour, how I love thee.
(1od loved the world.

Once for all the Saviour died.

Library References.

PiLaTe.—Grattz, History of the Jews, vol. ii.

Wieikie, Hours with the New Testament, vol. i, page
=23 vol. ii.

Tue TriaLs.—Stalker, The Trial and Death of
Jesus Christ. Greenleaf, Simon, Evidences. Ap-
pendix on the trials from a lawyer's standpoint.

Freeman's HaNDBooK ¢ Ver. 39, The prisoner

—
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How many there are, like Pilate, who ** find no,
fault in him,” who acknowledge Jesus as King
and Saviour, and yet do not accept him! They
who will not pay him homage, knowing him to
be Lord of all, do but mock his Kingship, and
weave again the cruel crown of thorns, the deri-
sive insignia of royalty. Great is our condemna-
tion if we believe and allow his royal claims and
refuse to become subjects of his kingdom.

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

—In these two invitations of divine love and
directions of infinite wisdom, namely, ‘Come
unto me,” and “ Abide in me,” are hidden all the
riches of our salvation. Happy are they who
come ; most happy they who abide; the first a
blessing in time; the latter, in all eternity.—
Ford.

—@God can do without man, but man cannot do

released, 728,

without God.— Clarke.
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Fok the Children.

Starting forth d¢h life’s rough way,

Father, guile them;

Oh, we know bt what of harm
May betide ghem !

'Neath the shad§w of thy wing,
Father, hide§ them;

Walking, sleepif§g, Lord, we pray,
Go beside t@§em.

When in praye!
Do thou he;
From the staini
Do thou cles
'Mid the quicks
Do thou ste
In temptation,
Be thou nea

hey cry to thee,
them;

of sin and shame
them;

hds and the rocks
r them;

lial, grief,

them,

Unto thee we giffe them up,
Lord, receivefthem.
In the world wejknow must be
Much to griaye them—
Many striving of§ and strong
To deceive tlem;
Trusting in thy Bands of love,
We must leaye them.
—W§liliam Cullen Bryant.

Blessgfl Children.
O little child upo@ my knee,
How oft I've envigd those like thee
Whom Jesus hdld and blest;
How often longedfas thou to be
Although, with n¢ne to “ suffer ” me,
I sure am bless@dest.

Of thee, he unto $thers speaks,
Through them §o thee his message
breaks—
His love makesf manifest;
But into my owngear speaks he
His sweetest wor§is—" Come unto me,
And I will givefyou rest.”

Memorize Golden Text.

A plan to aid s@holars in learning the
Golden Text was §ied with good success
in a large class pf girls and boys of
about twelve yeafp of age, in a Phila-
delphia school, ot long ago. The
teacher after reafling the text aloud
slowly several tifnes, took paper and
pencil, and asked§ for the first word.
This she wrote i large, plain letters,
the children watch@ng. Then some one
volunteered the n@kt word, and so on,
some one of the sgholars being sure to

" PRINARY TEACHERS’ DREPARTMENT.

know the wighed-for word, even when no
one could redite the entire text. By the
time the vefse was completed, it was
found that thg children knew that Golden

Text. The fnethod is so simple that it
can be easilg tried in any class of chil-
dren.—S. S.

imes.

The Homemade Sand Map.

Every teachef can, if she so desires, have a
homemade sal map. One very successful
teacher used a gheese-box cover as her first sand
map. Sometinfes the ends of small dry-goods
boxes are borddped with narrow boards, and re-
semble an invgrted box cover. These can be
made into sand§maps, the edges preventing the

| sand from esca@ing.

It is advisablgto have a sand board painted to
preven it from farping. It is well to paint the
bottom blue to pepresent bodies of water, espe-
vially the ocean.g

Homemade safid maps have but one disadvan-
tage—they canit be made water-tight. How-
ever, if a smalldt amount of sand be used, this
will make little ifiany difference.

A water-tight ghnd board of any size can be
made at any carflenter shop. Such a firm made
a small one forfgour primary room for forty
cents, and the Father of one of the children
painted it as his @ntribution to the work.

The proper sarill to use is that which can be
obtained of moldrs in foundries, but seashore
sand or any kind Jill do. I often use the latter
dry for teaching aflesson.

A large supply @@ evergreen should be laid by
to use as foliage ff the map when it is impossi-
ble to secure freshfpranches each Sabbath from
the gardens.

A frequent visit gould be made to a toy store,
where many article§can be found which can be
made excellent use §f in this connection, Those
which least resembl@toys should always be given
the preference.

The child sholjld be
bits of foliage, flowe!

ged to bring
pebbles, etc., for the sand

map.
It is well for eachchild to have a separate
sand map on which togeproduce what the teacher

has wrought on hers. §8mall wooden box covers
would answer the pufpose well. If you do got
care to give them moisg sand, use the dry.

Every teacher shouldhave a sand map, i it be
nothing but a shingle Won which ordinary earth
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is used; but if she can provide herself with a | the individual needs of our own particular class,
better appliance, she should do so every time. It also meaus a close study of the type, tempera-

The best is none too good for the children. ment, and environment of each child. It in-
st and finally, an innate love of children

intuitive in mother-hearted teachers—the kind of
love which is protective, prophetic, and saving.

-

Progressive Primary Lessons.

BY JULIA E, PECK.

A PHOTOGRAPH of our primary class at the be- .
ginning of the year contrasted with one taken
just before promotion would show great change
and development in each little face. Seeing our
children from week to week, we are not always | WaeN “the wise woman buildeth her house "’
able to realize how great is this change, though a | she is sure to insist upon ample closet room,
rapid growth must be apparent to even a care- whatever else may be added or subtracted from
less observer. the plan. In these latter days there have been

Preparing a primary class for promotion means improvements in closets as in everything else,
<o much more than to get a certain number of | and they are more roomy and better provided
facts and memory texts into ttie heads, that we | than of old, with drawers, dress-boxes, shelves,
are not satisfied to graduate a class which has | and hooks. But a closet is not merely a place
nothing more than * head work " to show for a | for casting in one’s belongings, to hold them and
year of Bible study. to keep them out of sight ; it is a place where

If primary Sunday school instruction were an | one expects and plans to find garraents and
exact science, printed schedules ¢ SBibie lessons garnishings manifold. This is to be said, then,
would show us at the start just what we might | concerning hooks, that they are invaluable for
expect to accomplish ina year's time, Asitis hanging, that they are made for hanging things
we have no printed schedule of primary lessons | upon, and that the place for various feminine
which could possibly foretell or provide for the possessions by way of *fig leaves” for use and
individual needs of the children whose environ- | adornment is upon the hooks, and not in a
ment and home training differ s0 widely; whose | promiscuous heap in a corner or anywhere, as
individual needs change constantly with their | may happen.
growth, with their increasing mental capacity, Dear comrades of the primary room, let us
with their ever-widening experience. count among our actual belongings not clothes

For instance, six months ago, we will say, merely, but thoughts, pieces of information—
there was a general tendency toward a certain | larger and lesser-—-suggestions and illustrations,
evil, apparently increasing among our children. | all making up what we may term lessons. Shall
To-day their tendencies are in another direction | we be able to lay our hands easily upon these us
(general and individual). Our lessons must wanted in the dark, 8o to speak, or at the re-
meet the class at this new point of experience. quired moment, if they are cast into the mind in
Our most scientifically planned Bible lesson | a heterogencous mass? Shall we find them
would be a failure if, in full knowledge of this adapted to use if we turn them out promiscu-
«wrend in new directions, we still hammered away ously as we happen to pick them up? They may
at the old outgrown evil. be excellent, but as inappropriate as a summer

A progressive primary Jesson includes in all its dress at Christmas time. They may be good in
calculations provision for the increase of grow- | the beginning, but sadly tumbled and crumpled
ing impulses toward good, and, planned in full | after being tossed in and dragged out. Here is a
knowledge of the strongest influences and tend- | reason and a plea for hooks for our lessons,
encies toward evil, provides for the kind of res- | some sort of mental closet-furnishing that shall
cue work most needed at the time of teaching | provide for the safe and satisfactory bestowal of
that lesson. ideas.

The positive side of this lesson purposes to | A distinet and definite Jesson-plan furnishes
strengthen good influences and impulses, and to hooks. First of all, some simple analysis of the
make of our primary Bible class a tower of | all-important Jesson story will serve for hanging
strength for those who, young as they are, have | the different parts of it in order, so that all may
already turned their faces toward the light. be taken down and given out as they should be.

P!eparallon to teach progressive prima
sons means & thorough study of the adaptability | take up the les
of our printed schedule of the year's lessons to possibilities of

Concerning Hooks

BY JULIA ¥, JOHNSTON,

ry les- | Itisa serviceable mental drill for the teacher to
son study in this way, to note the
the story by way of division, to
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see into what compact compass she can bring it,
in how few parts she can arrange it, that will be
sufficiently comprehensive and yet will allow it
to rise by degrees to completion, It disciplines |
the memory, and also aids it to carry these parts
in the mind, the place to carry them, as a primary
teacher cannot be trammeled with notes in her
hands. It the plan is no more than “ Who was
it?" and “ What did he do?”" it will be useful in
setting forth the person first, and then his deeds,
80 that the children may carry home a clear con-
ception of both.

Sometimes it may be wise to write upon the
blackboard those historical points that belong
simply to the Bible story. It is wonderful what
a help it is, even to those who cannot read, to
see something tangible before them. By some
strange power of association these letters recall |
the lesson.

The truths, the duties drawn from the lesson
story, should be hung upon mental hooks. The |
advantage is reaped by the teacher, in the first i
place. If she searches them out and hangs them
up, she knows what she has and where it is,
which is great gain. It is of immediate and im- |
mense advantage to the scholar when this definite |
thought is given to carry away.

In the multitude of * teacher’s helps” here is
one that each must give to herself in select-
ing, adopting, and adapting her own plans. In
this age of normal drills and such aids to teach-
ing the whole trend of instruction and admoni-
tion is toward clear conception, definite prepara-
tion, application, and presentation of the lesson,
ruling out what is misty and vague and without
orderly arrangement. What is required is not a 1
stupendous undertaking like the writing of a
sermon after the most approved form of homi-
leties; it is merely using the simplest logic,
giving each part of the lesson a distinct place—
hanging it upon a hook. Outlines should in-
deed be simple, but they should be certain.
They bave a wonderfully steadying power over
the lesson, A

The preview is an important part of prepara-
tion. The look forward will make it easier to
select the teaching points, not crowding into one
lesson gpecial thoughts that belong further on to
others, and thus proper proportions are ob-
served. We need constantly to hold ourselves
in check lest we give the children more than
they can carry home; and one way to prevent
this is to school ourselves, since this is a work no
one else can well take in hand, in the diligent
and discriminating use of hooks, putting up and
taking down the thoughts and teachings in an
orderly fashion, instead of gathering armfuls
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from heaped-up corners, even of a well-stored

mind, since well-stored may possibly be not well-
ordered. These are simply offered suggestions
concerning hooks, not laws laid down.

-

The Primary Teacher.
BY CARRIE RUTLEDGE PARK,

To those in our Sabbath schools who are about
to assume the responsibility of primary teaching,
or have already done so, [ would emphasize five
points :

1. “Know thyself.” As touching this work,
make an honest inventory of inherent qualifica-
tions, natural feelings, physical strength, home
demands, Scriptural knowledge, educational ad-
vantages, study time, class-calling time, and
motives for sacrifice. Then adjust all these, that
there may be the least possible friction. Formu-
late your plan, concentrate yourefforts, conserve
your strength, accomplish your purpose.

2. Educate yourself. Visit successful primary
classes, Converse with practical teachers. At-
tend helpful conventions. Read pertinent litera-
ture. Study scriptural texts which child-experi-
ence can comprehend. Obtain practical instruc-
tion in kindergarten principles ; nothing will be
of more value in helping you to lead the children
to apprehend spiritual truths, Ask for wisdom
from above. Study to show thyself an approved
workman,

3. Study the children mentally. The mind is
the channel through which it is possible to reach
the soul. Contemplate the child-mind. Learn
its processes of development. Unfold its powers
in proportion to its age. ‘Do not treat child as
man in miniature,” Address the reason rather
than memory. Make the children discoverers
rather than imitators. Do not substitute your
authority for their reason. Avoid repetition of
word or memory gems if they fill the mind with-
out first quickening the heart. Shun intellec-
tual facts. Encourage attention by interest.
‘ Lead to theory by way of art.”

4, Study the children spiritually. Your prime
object is the cultivation of their religious nature.
Make all else minister to its attainment, Learn
their spiritual needs from their environments.
Keep your own soul aglow with divine love. Let
them feel your heart sympathy. Lead them to
experience spiritual truth, “The living of one
verse is worth more than the knowing, merely
verbally, of the whole Bible.” When a tiny heart
is stirred with thoughts of our heavenly Father
and the great unknown beyond catch, if possi-
sible, the idea of the hungry little soul. Take
the time and pains to meet and explain its ques-
tionings if you can, or, if not, be yourself a little
child. With the small hand in yours stand
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silently and reverently at the edge of the great Emile; or,Concerning Education—Rousseau 80
deep which no man can measure. Early Training of Children—Malleson...... 60
5. Use practical illustrations. With these help | Religion in Childhood—L. P, Mercer....... E5)
the children to experience the spiritual truth. | Finger Plays—Emilie Poulsson 12
You have then related them to it in a natural | Kindergarten Sunday School Outline Les-
way. Numberless object lessons are at hand : in sons. (Kindergarten Lit.Co.,Women's
nature the pearly dewdrops, the glittering frost, Temple, ChiCABO). .o vvvevrrnrrerenes 80
the glowing sun, the pattering rain, the busy bee, | Little Poems for Little Children—Valeria
the sleeping moth. Forexample, let the children’s Campbell..ooioieaieiinnscenn onenne (b
COhild’s Christ-Tales—Andrea Hofer o 01

experiences with and knowledge of sun, moon,

t lights (with fitting songs and  Sunny Days (Memory Gems)—Rev. J. O,

house and stree
their use of the blackoard) prepare them for the | FOSIEP. . oo vnosesssananssnsossassses .
truth that God is the source of all light, and lead | - R
them to Jesus, *“ the light of the world.” Or,in j— i e - =
teaching the lesson of Christ’s resurrection, pre- \ |NTERN.~\T10NAL B"}u; L.LESSONS,
pare in advance a basket of earth; let the child

plant the seeds, let him see that they do not die, SECOND QUA RTER.

that the growing plant is another manifestation
of the life, and after he sees the flower he will

understand that Christ rose, and may be told LESSON VI. (May 7.)
that he says we, t0o, shall rise some day, and 2
se shall all be changed. * Beholding the risen THE VINE AND]'::EIB lninmom. John

butterfly and awakening flower will confirm his |
faith, and the grand truth of jmmortality will | GoLpEN TEXT: «[ am the vine, ye are the
gpeak to his eye and heart from the text-book, his | branches.” John 15. 5.
experience from Scripture.” Remember, if elab- |
orate plans and perfect methods fail to impart
the spiritual truth, they fail utterly.

May the faithful work and sure reward be

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,

yours, for | | Opening questions,  What
) is it t ) ise

«The Church needs teachers, teachers who shall | 7 1 I a4 o ""“‘fe “ proniises

shape | \ : t to give 3:;ur word

= that you will do some-

The doubtful destinies of dubious years, thing 3 96 wo &1Wh 's“unl:le

And land the bark that bears the soul’s best good i ket;p ‘our promisei- sveti
Safe on God’s peaceful Ararat at last. et

w we wisk Who is
1f thou indeed wilt act as teachers should, I "::r:]m; Olne‘ l:l::t (,al::,;:

.l-tot:z:;)‘:l?;,tt;ln‘;,'::_1:;:,?:“‘(:”::]“”:"‘] DR ways keep his word ? What was the promise
f iy | Jesus gave the disciples that we learned
Thy feet at last shall stand on jasper floors | H
- s lof last week? Give title of last lesson. Who
Thy heart at length shall seem a thousand hearts, is the Comforter? DId he come as Jesus
Each single heart with myriad raptures filled § .n'd' Is he with .us sow? To whom di:l the
While thou shalt sit crowned by the King of e §
Kings. Saviour promise the Comforter? To those
y ° Wi
Rich in the jewels rare of ransomed souls.” who have what fecling ww'nrd Jesus? Who
" are those who love the Saviour? How many

—8. |t the Lord’s words must we try to keep?
S | How shall we know Jesus in our hearts when he
Helpful Books for Primary 1cmnes to us? Why did S8usy know her mother
Teachers. ; so quickly ¢ When the Comforter comes to those
Mind Studies—Allen .40 50 |to whom the Lord promises him what three
Talks on Psychology—Welch. 50 | things will he do ? How will he comfort ? Teach?
A Study of Child Nature—Elizabeth Har- Remind us of Jesus? [Recall and emphasize
PIBOM cvoo csosnnnscre sadnsvsoassriosen — |title, text, and «1 will” of last lesson. Sing
Children’s Meetings—Lucy Rider Meyer.... 50 lesson hymn verse.]
Conversion of Children—Rev. E. P. Ham- Approach to the lesson.

—_—— e

How many of you

75 | know what a grapevine looks like? Have you
vines in your gardens at home? What are they
20 |for? To look at? Which vine does the owner

mond. .....oues
How a Child May Become a Christian—
Abbott....... SaER SN RN SN e
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|
care more for—the one with plenty of large,

beautiful leaves or the one with many clusters
of fruit? As you look at the vine what do you
see growing out of the stalk and bearing the
beautiful cluster? Branches, yes. If you take
one of these branches in your hand, does it come
off at atouch? Omno. Why? It grows tight to
+he vine that bears it. The vine has little feed-
cre, which we call roots, that go down deep into
the ground and suck up the juices needful for
the vine. The vine sends these juices into the
branches that grow fast to it. We call these sap,
and it is as necessary for the vine as blood is for
our bodies.
or use @ piece “roke 1 from a living vine for il
Justration.]

There are a great many lessons to be learne (
from the vine and its frait, but here is one that
Jesus taught his disciples and one that he wants
us to learn to-day.

The branches wmust hold fast to the vine. 1f
a branch lets go, it can do nothing at ail. It
just withers up. Let me tell you a little make-
helieve story with a lesson inside that is true as
true can be. Onceupon a time a little branch
grew from a big grapevine, and was fed by its
sap, and the rain gave it drink, and the sun-
veams kissed it, and it grew beautifully. But
there were other growing things in the garden
that scemed to nod and beckon to the vine, and
by and by, strange to say, the little branch grew
discontented, and wished it were not fastened so
tight to the parent stem. “If I could only get
away and float around a little,” it sighed. And
it whispered to a little breeze that was pass-
ing by, “ 0, little breeze, set me free and carry
me away across the garden, won’t you?™
But the breeze said, *‘Stay where you are:
it is better,” and just kissed the branch and
passed by.

But the discontented branch tried to twist it-
self loose,and at last a strong wind passed by
and snapped it off. Then it was frec, as it
longed to be. “ Now I can go where I like and |
do what I please, by myself,” the branch said. But |
0! you know what happened. It could do noth-
ing atall. It lay where it fell till a rough wind
caught it and tossed it about, giving it no time
to visit with the beckoning blossoms, and at
last some one picked it up and threw it into
a heap ready for a bonfire, and the poor
little branch never bore a bit of fruit. How
could it ?

Now, in our lesson to-day [drill a moment on
title) Jesus tells us that he is the true vine, and
his children are like the branches. He talked to
his disciples about this, still on that last night.
He wanted them to understand that they could

[Draw vine and branch on board, |

not do all those good, helpful, pleasing things
which he commanded unless they kept as close
to him as a branch clings to the vine. * With-
out me ye can do nothing,” he told them. So
here is the lesson—the beautiful vine-lesson, one
that comes from the vine :

We inust cling te Jesus, We must cling so close
that we will let him hold us all the time. We
must not wish to get away. Let us take for our
building stone ** 1 will " this one to-day : Write,
“ 1 will eling.”

You can easily tell, what branches belong to
any vine. They are the ones that grow to the
stem. You can tell Jesus's real friends. They
are close to him. e said to his diseiples and

| now says to us that his friends will do as he

says. That is the way to tell whether we belong
toJesus or not. A branch of agood vine will bear
good fruit. Those who cling to Jesus will do.
things that are like good fruit, We shall speli
out some of them. People are watchinz, 1f
they sce these fruits, they will know we belopse
to Jesus:

F aith,

R ecadiness to obey,

U nselfishness,

I nterest in others,

T rue love.

E Ve
can do l\[\/l[ott\H\g

| Study and Occupation for the Sub—
primary Department.

BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES, John 15, 1-11..

Memory GEm:*1 am the vine, ye are the
branches,” John 15. 5,

Lesson story. As Jesus was talking with his-
disciples shortly before he died hetold them about
avine. There were many grapevines in the
land where he lived. The place where they grew
was called a vineyard, We will make one upom
the blackboard. This is the wall about the vine-
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\
ard [a large square]. Here are the grapevines | the Christians’ fruit, because they are what they
several rows of green vines, dotted with pur- | give to the world. z

ple). Hereis a husbandman [a mark], the man |
®ho takes care of the vines. Sometimes a vine |

Jesus says that God, his Father, 18 the hus-

bandman who takes care of Christians, It a

#as so many branches they keep the sun from | Christian does not do good things, God cannot

fe grapes. Sometimes these branches take all
she nice juices, and do not leave any for the little |

have him for a Christian any longer, but takes
him away, just as the husbandman took away

$ranches. Sometimes the branches die. So the the branch that had no grapes.

jusbandman cuts off all those branches that do |

But if a Christian keeps close to Jesus, he

aarm. [If necessary to hold the eyes and |bears much fruit—that is, he does many good

thought of the little ones, much of this may be |

things. But if he keeps away from Jesus, he

Wustrated by the teacher with simple crayon and | bears none. If a person is joined to Jesus us

wmbber. |

Hereisavine, [Showordrawa pieceof agrape-
yine.] Vines and all other plants have to eat as
we do. Without food they die. Their food is
surth and water. Their roots are their mouths,
4t the end of each root is a little hole, through

branch is joined to a vine, he can ask God to give
him anything he needs, and God will give it to
him, or he can ask God to do anything that he
needs done, and God will do it for him,

The way to keep close to Jesus so as to belong

to him, or bear much fruit and have our prayers

which a vine sucks up its food. But if the earth answered, is to keep his commandments—that i3,
# food is not soaked in water, the vine will not to do what he tell us to. The Bible tells us what
st it. 8o the husbandman has to give the vine this is.

adrink every day. A-vine is made of many little |
rells. [Show these to the children through a |

amicroscope, or draw some upon the board with
green crayon.] As soon as the vine takes a
mouthful of food the cell nearest the mouth

wants some, and so food soaks through the wall |

o this cell and feeds it; then the next cell
wants some, and the food soaks through another
sefl. In this way every part of the vine is fed.
Yo matter how far off from the mouths of the
sine a branch or leaf is, it always gets its dinner.
if we break a piece of a:plant or a vine [break
sne hefore the class], we can see its food. Itis
watery, and generally green. But if a branch is
sroken off the vine; it cannot get its life or
food from the vine. There is no other way in
which it can be fed, and it dies; it starves to

jeath. Every bit of food that the plant has | !

somes from the stalk, When you give a plant a

irink you | ut water to its mouth—that is, to its |

LESSON VII. (May 14.)

| CHRIST BETRAYED AND ARB.BBTED.

John 18. 1-14.

GoLpes TExT: “He is despised and rejected

of men,” Isa. 53. 3.

Primary Notes.

Review, Drill on last
| Sunday’s text, title, *I
will,”” and the two lesson
points,* The branches must
| hold fast to the vine ™" and
| < We must cling to Jesus.”
Recall the illustration of the
vineand branches, Callon
one of the older ones to repeat the little story of
the discontented branch, asking all to listen and

soots. You drink through your mouth ; so does l see if anything is left out or given wrongly. Be

the plant, A plant or vine eannot drink through |

s leaves any more than you can through your
3ands, and if the leaves be cut off, they get no
drink, for they have no mouths.

Jesus calls himself a vine, He means that peo-
ple cannot have Christian life unless they belong
20 him, any more than a branch can have plant
e unless it belongs to a vine, When a branch
# eut off it no longer belongs to the vine, and
& dies. Jesus calls Christians branches because
ey have to get their Christ life and their good-
298 from him, just as branches have to get
#eir food and life from the vine. On the branch
we find grapes. This is their fruit—with the
Ahristians we find kind words, pleasant ways,
good works, and Jesus calls all these things

sure that the application and point of the story
are not lost in the mere details.]

Conneeting links, Do you remember the apper
room ¢ Do you remember how Jesus sent’ his
disciples to find it and to make ready the supper
there? Do you remember how he ate it with his
disciples, and how Judas left the room after the
Lord had said that he was the one who should
give his Master up to the enemies that wanted to
take his life¥ Do you remember how the Baviour
talked lovingly with his friends after Judas had
goneand the wonderful promise of the Comforter
he gave ? After this he still went on speaking
tender words and telling them what they ought
to know. Then he lifted up his eyes to heaven,
and prayed the most wonderful prayer that they
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pad ever heard. He prayed for these dear friends i the board heart, hands, lips. These, too; must
of his, and told his Father how he loved them all. [ all be true, else we shall be gsomething like Judas,
He prayed that they might be made holy and lov- | who gave up Jesus to his enemies.

ing, and that they might by and by be with him Have you seen a man with a false face on?
where be was going. He prayed, also, for all who | You know it is not the real, true face, It covers
would believe on himin all the days to come, and | up the real. But a false face is not as bad as a
so he prayed for everyone who lives now and | false heart that pretends to be what it is not.
trusts him, or is willing to take Jesus at his word, | To be true is to be honest, to be faithful, to be
0, to think that Jesus prayed for us! Once a | like the pattern,
young girl was in great trouble. Her heart was |

sad, and she felt very lonely. A friend came to | =

her, longing to comfort her. She couldn’t say | \} .
much, but bending over the young girl, who lay | " we

on her bed, she asked Jesus to please help her. | é P, d nd

For years the friends did not meet, but then the |
one who had been in trouble put her arms about |
the other, whispering, * I have never forgotten
how you prayed for me," |
We should pray for each other, but Jesus's |
prayer, offered so long ago, is worth more than all

i
others. How loving and obedient we should be ! ESUS
The ksson. What sort of people are arrested ¥ BELONG To J ‘|

Who has a right to arrest one who has done
wrong * An officer of the law has the right, and
“"‘l ,5“"‘:: ““iy‘“:: ":l"“ may (‘;‘f“l’;"e ;‘l::‘z'"'r‘;“"' Study and Occupation for the Sub-
rest 18 selze e name e law. a man "
breaks a law, an officer may seize him. A good pritaRiy Departraent,
man should not be arrested. But Jesus was. | Cunist BETRAYED AND ARRESTED. John18, 1-14.
This was because he was first betrayed, or given
up to his enemies, One who makes believe to MeMoRry GEu: ¢ Surely he hath borne our
be a friend is usually the one to do thiz, He griefs.” Isa. 53, 4.
knows just how. Lesson story. Jesus and his disciples used
After Jesus had prayed with his disciples he | to go to a garden at the foot of the Mount of
led them across a little brook, outside the city, to Olives to pray. The name of the garden was
a garden of olives. There he prayed for himself, | Gethsemane. We will make a garden like Geth-
while his tired disciples slept instead of watch- | semane on our sand map. Here is this brook
ing. Judas knew the place. He had gone there | [use flat crayon]. Here are the olive trees and
with Jesus, The priests promised him thirty | these the flowers. .
pieces of silver if he would give up the Lord  One night Jesus and his disciples went to
to them. Now he came to the garden, bring- | Gethsemane. Jesus knew that something would
ing with him a band of men, with lanterns or | happen that night to make him feel very sorry.
torches, swords and spears, to take the inno- | He went off alone among the trees [point to a
cent Jesus. A kiss showed the men which was | group] to pray. He told God he was willing to
Jesus. A kiss means love, but Judas's kiss|suffer, if by so doing he could heip people to
meant hate, heaven, but if it was God’s will, he had rather
« Whom seek ye?” asked Jesus. They told | not suffer. Just then an angel came from heav-
him. Then he asked that the disciples might go | en to be with Jesus. Then Jesus came back here
safely away. He thought of them, not of him- [point to the trees] and found his disciples
self. Peter cut off the ear of the high priest's | asleep, He went back to his place and prayed
servant. Jesus healed it. Thiswas no time to | the same prayer, and he felt so much sorrow that
fight. He was willing to suffer. 8o they led him | great drops of sweat came to his forehead. He
away to Annas, father-in-law to the high priest, | came back to his disciples again and found them
that it might be decided what to do with him. still asleep. He was sorry they did not love him
They wanted him ordered put to death. enough to keep awake a little while and help
The soldiers took him, but Judas betrayed him. | him pray. He went and prayed again ; then he
He was a false friend. Are we true? We have | came and told his disciples that a great trouble
called Jesus friend. Let us write, “ 1 will be | was to come to him.
true ** ~on our building stone. We will make on Some of the Jews did not like it because Jesus
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said that he was God. They wanted to put him
out of the way so he would say so no more. Ju-
a8, the bad disciple, said he would take them
where they - uld find Jesus if they would give him
SOMme mon 8o they gave him so much. [Show
a uray containing thirty pieces of silver cut from
paper]. 1 have put the money in this dish. I
don’t want to touch it, for Judas gotit in such a
wivked way.

Judas led the Jews into the garden. They
took soldiers with them to help take Jesus away.
‘The moon shone. |Pina circular piece of gilt
paper on the wall near the sand map.] The
Jews thought that Jesus might be among these
trees, 80 they took these lights with them that
could shine under the branches where the moon-
beams could not. [Show a lantern and a torch,
the latter made by fastening fringed red paperto
a stick.] They had swords, too, with which to
hurt Jesus if he would not go with them.

“When Jesus saw the soldiers he did not run
away from them, but went to meet them, and
asked, *“ Whom seek ye ?” They said, * Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus said, *‘ I am he.”

When Peter saw the soldiers he thought that
they had come to fight,and he wanted to fight
back and keep them from taking Jesus awsy ; so
with the sword he cut off the ear of one of the
men, who was a servant. Jesus does not want
anyone to fight back. He did not like what
Peter had done. He told Peter to put his sword
into its sheath, [Sheathe a paper sword.] He
said that those who take swords will be killed
by swords—that is, when people see a man
with a sword they think he wants to fight, and
they will go with their swords and kill him.

Then Jesus cured the servant’s ear, so that it
was as if it had not been cut at all. Jesus did
not want those hurt who had come to hurt him.
He loved people who were not good to him, and
wants all Christians to do the same. Jesus said
that if he needed anyone to take care of him, he

80 many angels,

The soldiers were afraid because Jesus did not
try.to. get away from them, and they fell to the
ground. They knew that Jesus is God, for one
who was just a man would have tried to get
away from them. Jesus felt sorry to see the sol-
diers come to take him, but he felt worse to see
Judas with them, for he knew Judas had told
them where he was. Before Judas came to the
garden he had told the Jews that he would kiss
Jesus, and that would show them which of the
men was Jesus. This was not a good kiss.

The soldiers bound Jesus with a rope and led
him to the house of the high priest. He was the
Jews' minister, and his name was Caiaphas,

! LESSON VIII. (May 21.)

|CHRIST BEFORE THE HIGH PRIBST.
g John 18, 15-27.

GoLpeN TexT: “ He came unto his own, and
his own received him not.,”” John 1, 11,

Primary Notes.

Review. What is it to be
despised ? Was Jesus treated
with scorn? Was he treated
lightly, as if he were worth
nothing? When the people
refused to believe him, re-
fused to have him for their

| king, turned away from him,
| would have nothing to do with him, what word in
our last week’s text told all this? Rejected, yes,
What is it to betray? Who was the betrayer of Je-
| sus? How was he arrested ¥ Who seized him? What
; did Peter do? What did the Lord do then? Did
any harm come to the disciples ? Jesus thought
of them all. He prevented Peter’s getting into
trouble when he healed the ear cut off by Peter's
sword. He was true to his friends; were they
all true to him? Have we kept the “I will" of
last week ¢ [Drill on the building stone. ]
Approach to the lesson, How many of you own
aflag? How many ofjou love the flag of our
country, the beautiful Uhion Jack? When, last
year the soldiers marche@away to Khartoum with
that flag flying beforethel@ and over them, did they

love it? Would they figl

under that flag? No.
true soldier followed,
flag and fight for it are
who is true to the flag
about the same as faithf|

our building stone for
title, between this and
will be faithful.”
three.]
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tame, as promised, they would not receive him— | Study and Occupation fop the Sub-

ot all of them. [Drill on Golden Text.]

THE LESSON,

Jesus led to high priest’s palace. The great com-
pany of the Jews, the priests and the people,
who should have received Jesus, but who de-
spised and rejected him, who would not receive
him as their King, now hurried him away to the
high priest, Caiaphas, to see if they could not
find a way to have him put to death. Annas,
the father-in-law, had sent him bound, and now
the prisoner was brought in.

Poter and John followed. John went in with Je-
sus, He kept close to him. Peter followed
afar off, we are told in another place. He stood
at the door without till John went and had him
brought in. But Peter stayed in the outer court
with the servants and officers, who warmed them-
selves by the fire. Even here he had a chance to
be loyal, and to show that he was a faithful fol-
lower and friend of Jesus, for the maid who kept
the door asked, * Art thou not one of this man’s
disciples ¥ Hesaith, “ Tamnot.” 0,if Peter had
but stood fast ! But he did not. Peter was one
of Jesus’s own, to whom he came, but just now
Peter * received him not.”

Jesus’s treatment in the palace, The high priest
questioned Jesus about himself. Jesus said he
might ask those who had heard him. They
knew. And one of the officers struck Jesus with
the palm of his hand, but Jesus answered gently
still.

Peter’s denials. ** And 8imon Peter stood and
warmed himself.,” The servants had a good
chance to question him. They asked again if he
were not one of the disciples, and he said, *“ No.”
Then a relation of the servant whose ear Peter
cut off asked, * Did I not see thee in the garden
with him#” And he denied again. The crow-
ing cock reminded him of Jesus’s word about this
very thing. But let us think of ourselves. Je-
«us helping us, shall we be faithful—loyal to
kim?

A QUILD'S PRAYER.
O Saviour!
Who knowi
On earth thy
Was never @rned away.

1 ask thee for

me back when 1

primary Department.

Curist BEFORE TuE Hicu Priest, John 18.
15-27.

Mfuonv GeM : “ His own received him not.””
John 1. 11.

Lesson  story. When one person says that
another does wrong these two persons go to a
man who is called a judge. The judge hears
what both have to say, and finds out if the per-
son really did wrong. If he has, the judge says
what must be done with him to keep him from
doing wrong any more. If he has not, the judge
lets him go home, and does nothing with him.
The Jews said that Jesus had done wrong, for
Jesus had said that he is God, and they did not
think that Jesus is God. So after the soldiers
had found Jesus in the garden they took him to
a man who was to say whether or not he thought
that Jesus did wrong. This man’s name was
Caiaphas. 1e was the Jews' high priest—that is,
the man who had the most to say about their
Church. They took Jesus right to the high
priest’s house. Here it is. [Show the model of
an Eastern house.] It was still night, but there
were bright lights in the high priest’s house, The
house was full of people who had come to hear
what Jesus would say, and to tell what they
knew about him. Jesus's hands were unbound.
He had no friends in the house excepting John,
who came with him—he loved him so much. Pe-
ter wanted to see what would happen, and he
came too. But where were the other disciples?

John went into the room where Jesus was, but
Peter stayed at this door. [Point to the one
outside entrance.] John was so good that he did
not want Peter to stay there in the cold and dark
all alone, so he went out and brought him into
the court, where there was a fire. People in this
| land have some one to open and close the doors
| of their houses and keep out all who should not
come in. There was a girl who took charge of
the high priest’s door. 8he knew John, for John
knew the high priest and had been to his house
before. John told the girl that he wanted to
bring his friend in, so she opened the door and
let Peter in. She asked Peter if he was one of
the disciples. He said, “I am not.” He told
what was not true. He told the samething twice
again that day. This was a yery, very wrong
thing for Peter to do, and he felt, O, so sorry aft-
erward because he had done it! Help children
to see that Peter was sure to get into trouble.

Peter was now in the court, warming himself
at a fire—a pan of burning charcoal. [I' was
8o early in the morning that it was cold, and a
fire felt good. There were a lot of servants and
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others theré too, and all were talking about mumbf by hand in bk

Jesus, and this was one of the times when | colors.
Peter said he was not a disciple of Christ.

‘While Peter was warming himself Jesus was LESSON IX. (May 28.)
in the room with all the Jews, who did not like . 4
him. Anyone there could say just what he CHRIST BEFORQEB:%LATE' John 18.

wanted to about Jesus, and many of them told
what was not true. But they told one thing that GoLpes Texr: “I find no fault in him”
was true. They said that Jesus said that he was John 19. 4.
God, and Jesus had said that, for it was true, Primary Notes.
After all were through talking the high priest [Review all previous les-
asked Jesus if he wished to say anything. [Re- sons of the quarter as they
peat and explain verses 20, 21] “ appear on the blackboard,
Then the high priest asked Jesus again if he was | but dwell particularly upon
God. Jesussaid ¢ Yes.” The high priest said they | the points of the one for the
wished to hear no more, for he believed no man last Sabbath. Sing softly
has a right to say that he was God, and they would the lesson hymn verse. |
punish Jesus for saying so. But Jesus was not Approach to thelesson. How
ust & man ; he was the God-man. e was both many of you know what it
wan and God, so it was right for him to say that | js to choose? Is it just to take something that
1 was God, and it was wrong for the high priest | is offered to you? It is this, to be sure ; but it iz
to have him punished for saying what is true. | something more. It is to take one thing and
The man at the head of the Jews' Church had now | jeave another. To take both is not to choose be-
said, and said wrongly, that Jesus had done | tween them. You cannot choose to walk up the
wrong and must die. The Jews then wanted to | hill and down at the same time. You cannot
hear what the man who was at the head of all | choose to wake and to sleep at the same moment,
the Jews and all the other people in this land | You cannot choose to be on the side of two per-
would say, 8o they had Jesus's hands tied again | sons at the same time, when these persons do not
and Jed him to the house of this man, whose | agree at all and want to go in different ways.
pame was Pilate. Think, how this was You must take one and leave the other when you
choose. In the lesson to-day there was a choice
made. There were two people; we will learn about
v both, but Jesus was one. Do you think, in the
Directions for making an Eastern houss : Take | beginning, that if you had been there you would
1wo square pasteboard boxes of different sizes. | have chosen Jesus? No matter what othersonce
Remove the covers, Set the smaller within the | did or may do now, will you choose Jesus for
larger. Over the space between the upper edges | your Raviour, Friend, and King? Then we will
place four strips of cardboard to represent a flat | take our building stone first of all and write on
roof, Im the court—that is, the bottom of the | it, ** I will choose Jesus.” The Golden Text gives
smaller box—Ilay a square of paper marked with | us a good reason. [Drill on the text.]
¢heeks to resemble the marble paving. Puttrees In Pilate's judgment-hall. It was now early
and flowers in the court, and a fountain [cut | morning. The trial of Jesus before the high
from paper] in the center. Make a gate on the | priest was over. They made up their minds, all
outer wall of the outer box. Cut out from the |of them, that he ought to die, because he had
inner sides of the smaller box arched doorways, ;cnlled himself the King of the Jews. They did
three on one wall, and on each of the other three. | not want him as their King, and they wished him
Mark two latticed semicircular windows upon | to be put to death. But they could not do this
each of these sides, Crease, for stairs, a long | themselves. The Jews were ruled over by the
strip of pasteboard, and let them lead to the roof, | Romans now, the people of another country, and
either from the outside of the house or from the | the Romans only could put aman to death for any-
cqurt. Place a%mall square box cover upon a thing he had done. Pilate was the governor that
corner of the roof to represent an upper room. the Romans had sent to rule over the Jews, and
Cut two arched doorways in this, and mark two to his hall where judgment was given—that is,
Jatticed semicircular windows on the sides facing | where it was decided what to do and where sen-
the street. tences were spoken, telling what wasto be done—
te- | the people went with Jesus still bound. It was
cov- | the time of the Jewish feast, the passoyer, re-
d0ws | pembering the time when the angel passed over
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the'hoases of the Jews in Egypt when in all other
houses the oldest child was touched with death.
The people were very particular about going into
heathen houses at this time, and would not go
into Pilate’s hall for fear they would not be
veady to keep the feast. They were careful about
<ome little outside rules and forgot the rules for
the heart. Let us not be like them, Pilate went
out to ask what the trouble was. ** What has he
Jone?” was the question. They said, “If he
were not a bad man, we would not have brought
him.” Pilate wanted them to take Jesus away
and judge him themselves ; but no, they would
not do this, because they could not put him to
death. Pilate talked with Jesus, and asked him
if he were a king, Jesus told him he was, but
pot of this world, Pilate was so puzzled that he
<ent Jesus to Herod, who was there from Galilee,
but Jesus would say nothing to Herod, and that
governor from the north sent him back to Pilate.
Pilate asked Jesus again if he were a king, and
then went to the Jews to say that he found no
fault in Jesus at all.

The choice. 1t was a rule at this feast time that
a prisoner should be set free to please the Jews,
who were now under the Romans. The people
remembered this, and so did Pilate, He thought
surely they would be willing that he should let
this prisoner, who said he was a king, go free at
this time. *“Shall I set free the King of the
Jews ?” he asked. O, then they lifted up their
voices and cried out, * Not this man, but Barab-
bas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. O, what a
choice! We will take the robber, but not Jesus.
“ What shall I do then with Jesus ?” Pilate asks
again. *‘Let him be crucified !”” they cry.

But people now are choosing and refusing Je-
cus. They choose many other things besides
when they refuse him, We will make a picture
of the world to stand for all the things—pleasure,

I
Be o Faittal U el
| Faitbtul Un

money, power. [Enumerate and illustrate, bring-
ing down to child life.] On the other side, a

crown of thorns which Jesus wore and a crown
of light which he offers. Will we choose Jesus ?

Put Jesus first, and you may have all the
money, all the good times, everything you can
get that is best for you. Choose Jesus now and
forever.

Study and Occupation for the Sub-
primary Department.

Curist BEFORE PiLaTe. John 18, 28-40,

Meyory GEM: *“What shall 1 do then with
Jesus?” Matt. 27, 22,

Lesson story. When the men at the high
priest’s house got through telling things about
Jesus that were not true the moon' no longer
shone. |Take the paper moon from the wall.]
It was daylight, as it is now. The Jews again
tied Jesus’s hands together with a rope and took
him to the governor’s house, in another part of
the city. [A house built of kindergarten blocks
upon another table.] Jesus was taken into
the house, but the Jews stayed here [point] on
the street, for Pilate was not a Jew, and the
Jews did not want to go into his house just
then.

Pilate went out to the street and asked the
people what Jesus had done to make them want
him to die. They said that if Jesus had not done
wrong, they would not have brought him to Pilate.
But Jesus had done nothing wrong, even if the
Jews said that he had.

Pildte told the Jews to take Jesus away from
his house—they to be the ones to say what was
to be done with him. He did not want to say
whether or not Jesus had done wrong. He
knew that Jesus was God, and did not want to do
him any barm. The Jews would not take Jesus
away. Pilate went back into the hall where Jesus
was,and asked him if hewas the King of theJews—
that is, if he was God. Jesus said “‘Yes.” Pilate
next asked Jesus what he had to say to all the
bad things people had told abgut him. Jesus
had nothing to say. He did not want to answer
back when wicked men said all those wrong
things about him.

All the people and lands that belong to a king
make a kingdom. The kingdom of King Jesus
is heaven, and the Christians are the people who
belong to it. When people in this world we
live in have trouble they fight with swords and
guns, and are called soldiers. When people that
belong to Jesus’s kingdom have trouble they do
not fight this way, for they know that Jesus can
take care of them without hurting anyone, as
goldiers do. If Jesus's kingdom were like thig
world, his disciples, who belonged to his king-
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dom, would have gone with swords and guns and |
driven off the wicked Jews and taken Jesus away |
from them, but they knew that God would not

want them to do this.

Pilate went outdoors again, and told the people |
that be found no fanit with Jesus. |
The Jews were having their passover. This
was a time when many of them came to the |
temple. At the passover they would always let |
one person who was shut up for doing wrong go |
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Order of Service

FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
Second Quarter.
DoxoLoay (said or sung). *‘ Praise God,” ete.

Teacher. O God, thou art my God,

(Yuss. Early will I seek thee.

7. O thou that hearest prayer.

(", Unto thee shallall flesh come.

7' 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
(. Whence cometh my help.

free—that is, they would not have him punished | CONCERT RECITATION

tor what was done. Pilate asked them if they
would not let Jesus go free and not have him
put to death. They said ** No, no,” they wanted |
Jesus to die, but they would have Barabbas go
free. He could go without being punished.
Barabbas was a man who had taken what be-
Jonged to some one else. 8o Pilate had Barabbas
brought out and the rope [hold one up] about
his hands was untied, and he walked out among
the people, and knew that he would not be pun-
ished for the wrong he had done.

Then Pilate had Jesus brought out. They did
not untie his hands, but the people took him away |
to die.

Pilate’s wife told him not to do any harm to
Jesus, for she had had dreams about him, in
which she was shown that they should let him
alone ; and Pilate was afraid of the people, so be-
cause they wanted him to die he let them have
him. Pilate felt so sorry to do this that he went
and washed his hands, as if he could wash away
Al the wrong he had done to Jesus; but water
sanuot take away the bad out of people.

P SE—

W hisper Songs for May.

RIXTH LESSON.
Close to Thee, O Life divine,
We the branches—Thou the vine—
' Keep us, Lord, forever.

QEvENTH LESSON.
From a heart grown hard and cold,
From the love of gain and gold,
Keep us, Lord, forever.

EIGHTH LESSON.
From the hour of fear and shame,
From denying thy dear name,
Keep us, Lord, forever.

NINTH LESSON.
In the faith of Christ our Lord,
In his way, and in his word,
Keep us, Lord, forever.

Father, lead thy little children
Very early tothy throne ;

We will have no gods before thee,
Thou art God, and God alone.

PrAYER. Closing with the Lord’s Prayer in con-
cert.
Together :
Like ashepherd Jesus will guard his children,
In his arms he carries them all the day

long ;
Praise him ! praise him ! tell of his excellent
greatness,
Praise him ! praise him | ever in joyful song,
81xaING : (A joyful song of praise.)
GIVING SERVICE.
Teacher. Who is the great Giver?
(llass. God, our loving Father.
7. What does he loveto give tous?
. Al good things.
T What is the greatest gift of his love *
(', Jesus, our Saviour.
7. What should we learn to do?
(' To freely and gladly give to him.
RECITATION.
Little children, come and bring
Willing gifts to Christ your King :
Many offerings, though but small,
Make a large one from you all,
Of the pennies God hath need,
Sinful, hungry souls to feed ;
Listen to his blessed word,
Gladly share with Christ your Lord.

OFFERINGS received, followed by consecration
prayer.

BIrTHDAY SERVICE, with offering.

REVIEW.

SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON.

MotioN EXERCISE, or SONG.

(80 many helpful things in this direction may
be found that each teacher can select what is
best adapted to her class. * We will all rise up
together,” and “ Two little eyes to look to God "
are always helpful and pleasing.]

Tue LessoN TAUGHT.

EcHO PRAYER.

8uorT REVIEW OF LEsSON POINTS.
Closing words, distribution of papers, ete.
SINGING.

Together let us sweetly live,
Together let us die;
And each a starry crown receive,

And reign beyond the sky.
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NOW READY.

In compliance wit|
the last General Conf
Annual Membership
Quarterly Ticket wh
The Card is neatly
in tint showing the
ready, and will be su

the legislative action of
nce, we have printed an
rd to take the place of the
the former is preferred.
inted, with background
ear of issue. It is now
plied at

50c. perf hundred.

QUARTERRY TICKET.

We will continue td¥supply the Quarterly
Tickets to those who priffer to use them, at the
established price of Sfc. per hundred for
the year, postpaid. b

R

The Home /Department

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

mﬂtund 'hln Doo- By W. H. Withrow.
- be. each, 50c. per dos

Imborﬂnn cu-dl 50c per 100, net.
Quarterly Report En 400, “ @ &
Canvasser’s Report ¥- « §100, BT oK
Descriptive mn ’ . Bhe; ¥ W in
Class Record - -« - 20, each,
lillo!‘ Lesson 5. per Quarter.
Certificate of lumbu'hlp 75¢. per 100, net.

BOOKS BY FLO

The Cros: Triump!
Work. Paper, 60c. ;

Prisoners of the Sea.
Century. Cloth, 90c.

Stephen : ‘A Soldier of thff Cross. Paper, 50c. ; Cloth, T5c.
Titus: A Comrade of th§iCross. Cloth, 75¢.
Paul: A Herald of the Cfes. Paper, 50c.; Cloth, $1.00.

NCE M. KINGSLEY.

Considered to be her best
loth, $1.00.

Romance of the Seventeenth

THE ILLUSTRATED

ew Cpstament

With 200 Hllustratiofs on Bible Scenes and
SBes.

CLOTH, REP EDGES, %0c.

We have just received a cd
edition of the New Testameng
The Text, which is of the
large clear type, ffom perfed
not praise too highly the bes
illustrations. These embell
of the book. Nearly all are
explorers and archaeslogists.§
ment of reading is vastly en
bring vividly tu the eyes the

Parents should hasten to
Testament in the hands of thaj children. We commend
it to Sunday Schoo's as an egpecially suitable prize or
gift-book, for which purpose attractiveness of print,
illustrations and binding adm@ably fit it. Our first con-
signment is not large ; who willghave the first copies?

ignment of this delightful
It is & treat to the eye.
thorized Version, is in »
ly new plates ; aud one can-
y and effectiveness of the
h almost every other page
pm photographs taken by
The interest and enjoy-
ced, as the engravings
es referred to.
ce the Illustrated New
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\ SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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CON
General Prehude.

Prmveps—Searching for a Chpe.
lell—'ﬂ:g Kingdom of Qod in Couception and Out-
ine,
1
PrELUDB—The Relation of the Kingdom of God to Civil
Governments,
ler“l-'l‘heozrinciples and} Polity of the Kingdom of
God.

n
Prevens - The Gospel as a Refpedy for Social 1lls.
Lacrors—Two Important Ifsues (Sabbath Observance
;nmd the Liquor [raffic), and How to Meet
em,

1
Pruvops—Inequality of Wealdl and Inequality of Oppor-
s

unity.
Lecrure—The Problem of Povigety.
V.
PruLops—The Church and Wdlking Men.
Lroroas—Labor Disputes, andfiow to End Them.
VL.
Prmups—Socialism the Worldj Couriterfeit of the King-
dom of God.
Lsorers—The Stability, Perpduity and Final Consum-
mation of the Kingflom of God.

Comments.

| to the wide range of
Churches,”—Methodist

Press and Othe

“They (the lectures) appg
thoughtful readers in all th
Magazine and Review.

“The treatment given to th
thorough and useful,”—Centra
Lowis.

Qubjects is scholarly»
Christian Advocate,

¢ The volume has a very nice attractive appearance,
and the contents are pure gold. §—J. H. Kirkland, Chan-
cellor, Vanderbilt Untversity.
«“We consider our Cole Lec
suocess. The whole course was
delivery, and now they read
were listened to with pleasu
Dean of Biblical Department, W

res for 1808 a decided
rf‘n:ly"enjoyed in }Llhe
flighttully, even as they
'~ Rev. W. F. Tillett,
nderbilt University,

WILLIAM BRIGGS;

€. W, COATES, Mbntreal, P.Q.

By Walter Walsh.
PRICE, §LOTH, NET, $1.25.
@A

NTENTS:

Chap. I.-—The Seord} History of the Oxford Movement,
i 11. —The Socidhy of the Holy Cross.
“  111.-The Secrdgy of the Ritualistic Confeasional.

¢ IV.—The Secrdd History of ** The Priest in Ahsolu
tion,” ;

L V., —The Ordefg of Corporate Reunion,

* VI—Ritualistiff Sisterhoods.

“  VII.—The Conff§ternity of the Blessed Saorament.

r Ritualistic Societies.
ard Movement,
. Continued,

itualists Teach.

“ VIl —Some Otl
. 1X.—The Rom
“ X — J

Appendix. — What the

John the Baptist

AMONG T METHODISTS.
A Visiof of To-Day.

Cloth} 35 cents.

INTRODUCTION.

Chapter 1.—A Stranger Bmong Us.
11.—Opening Hi§ Commission.
I1I.—A Private Iferview,
1V.—Itinerating.
V.—At the Conf@gence.
VI.—The Rep! tive Session,
VII.—His Closing Binistry.

Rev. William I, Shaw, D. B, LL.D., Principal Wesleyan
Theological College, Montre@l, says : “ Not narrow, but
broad, Champness, the prég med author, at his hottest,
could not be narrow. Therds a pious vigor, often incor-
rectly termed puritanical, hich deals many an unjust
blow ; but in thislive, racy, s@ong, spiritual, sensible buok
nothing is found to which argone could take exceplion
but much that should makefghe Church better. 1t can-

- We?le} Buildings, -

not be read without much int@rest and profit,”
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one of the rest, and most exquisite literary port

DAVID HARUM

ard Noyes Westcott ¢  Papef, 75¢c.; Cloth, $1.25

ian Guardian
arum has come to take his pllce in the gnller of friends to eve §y render\\ho has human nature enough
whole-souled man. . . His quaint, illustrative way oL reusmg himself makes him a most

IL isa Iong time sm(e we read a book with 8o much riginality and vivacity in conversation.

its ev er drawn in America.”

‘‘ Fame jhas come tardily to him (the author), but it is likely to be endurigg fame, for he has added another figure

to the immor
original and
this type, witl

circle of the people we meet in books. David Harum is one @ those rare creations in fiction, so vital,
rennially interesting as to become traditional. . . . Mr, @estcott in delineating an ind \idunl of
80 fine an appreciation of its salient qualities, has ac| hieved a geat thing for American literature,”

French{Canadian Stories and Sketches

el PR

BONHOMME

By l-rnry Cecil Walsh > Papesy 60c.; Cloth, $1.25

TLLUSTRATED BY WM. BRYMNER,ZR.C.A.

“The #ithor, a native of Montreal, has passed his life among thfse whose habits, customs and little
peculiaritiesghe has so deftly caught in his weay ing ; and for ingenio urmnﬁunent , original conception,

daring and s@stained interest, these stories and ukudun are unsurpagged.”—

ookseller and Stalloner

Fuﬁ

CONTENTS
Melts Ice — A

— Brltilh B

let him rend two
on Nature.'”

C. W,

Canadian Edition

RL\GHTS
ol NaTuURE

y Grant Allen

lllustraged by Frederick Enock

s should be made, as interesting and

Cows that Ants Milk—A Plant that

t of Prey—A Woodland Tragedy—
Marriage AmongRthe Clovers—Those Horrid Earwigs—

The First Paj lper aker—Abiding Cities— A Frozen World

ood ckém—A Very Intelligent Plant—A

i {

SeIT apd Sex Series

t a Young Girl
ht to Know

l;{ Mrs. Mary Wood-Allen,
D., and Sylvanus Stall,
b 8

t a Young Boy
ht to Know

By Sylvanus Stall, D.D.
, $1.25, Postpaid t a Young Man
t to Know

By Sylvanus Stall, D.D.

: a Young Woman
and. T
1f anyone doubts that science can t to Know

ildhood as any ‘ Tales from the Norse,’ ,y Mrs, M“r) Wood. Allen,

apters of Grant Allen’s ‘Flnhhghtl

I) and Sylvanus Stall,
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In ordering a»%:
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or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in th Magasine, you will oblige the
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LINED
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| Ovens

CO0KS
ALL FOOD
SWEETER
AND MORE
EVENLY
THAN ANY
OTHER
OVEN

The constructionZof this} Range gives unequalled serwjee at a minimum
of cost.foWe,Guarantee them, tolgive absolute satisfacfon to every user.

THE

& GURNEY-TILDEN COJ ummeo.

Stove, Range andIRadiator,Manufacturers. Hamiltan ’ Cﬂ nada.




