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TIOTES OF THE NN/EEK, “

THE Presbytery of Whitby unanimously nominated
Dr. Reid as Moderator of next Assembly.

DR. J. M. GipsoNn, of Chicago, has published a
series of twenty Sunday afternoon lectures, under the
title, “ The Ages Before Moses.”

THE spring elections in the United States show a
decided gain for the Republican party. The present
Congress, which is Democratic in both branches, has,
by its unwise and headlong action, helped the Repub-
licans materially.

WE wonder it the following example will be exten-
sively followed. A certain Methodist church in Bos-
ton did not want to part with its pastor. Well, it was
made a “mission church.,” And now it may retain
its minister indefinitely.

THE American Missionary Association wants $35,-
o000 in addition to the $15,000 promised it by Mr,
Arthington of Leeds, England, to establish a mission
in Central Africa. Its proposal is to send out a force
of ten men to that region. We hope that it will be
successful in securing the necessary funds.

THE New York East Conference, of the Methodist
Episcopal Church took no decided action on the pro-
posal to do away with the limitation of the pastoral
term. Still, a very strong feeling was displayed in fa-
vour of a change.  Anbother significant matter in the
record of the Conference was the recommendations
concerning the management of the “ Christian Advo-
cate,” the Methodist official paper.  Shorter articles
were demanded,and it was suggested that there should
be less self-laudation. Editors of religious papers
generally would do well to mark, learn, and inwardly
digest. :

THE ecclesiastical world is still moving. Professor
Charteris, of Edinburgh University, suggests that the
theological halls of the Free and United Presbyterian
Churches, and all others which have a properly equip-
ped teaching staff, should be recognized by the Uni-
versity, their professors having seats in the senatus,
and attendance on their classes held valid as prepara-
tion for academical degrees.  And the suggestion of
this Established Church dignitary is likely to be acted
on. Mr. Taylor Innes has given notice that at the
next meeting of the Edinburgh University Council he
will move for a committee to consider the whole mat-
er.

GREAT religious enthusiasm prevails in the
Rhondda Valley, Wales. The simple addresses of Miss
Shepherd, on the cross and the atonement, have won-
derful influence upon “the roughs.” Between 400
and 500 have united with the various churches.

WE are glad to learn that the ministerial subscrip-
tion towards meeting the deficit in the Home Mission
Fund is meeting with increasing success. Over $80
is reported as already subscribed in the Presbytery of
Quebec, somewhere about $300 in that of Montreal;
while in the Presbytery of Toronto, the subscription
amounts to close on $400,with ten or twelve ministers
still to be heard from. We have no reports as yet
from the other Presbyteries of the Church, but have
no reason to believe that, in proportion to their
strength, they will be behind those named.

THE annual tea-meeting of St. Andrew’s Church,
Clifton, was held in the town hall on Friday evening
the 18th inst. After doing justice tothe good things
provided by the ladies, interesting addresses were giv-
en by Rev. Canon Hewston and Rev. W. Kittlewell,
Clifton, and Rev. Mr. Thomson, Drummondville.
Vocal and instrumental music was furnished by Mrs.
Gueriu, Miss Ransom, Miss Schofield and the choir.
The duties of the chair were admirably discharged by
Rev. James Gordon, pastor of the congregation. A
most enjoyable evening was spent. .

“ QUR readers,” says the Ottawa “Free Press,”
“will regret to hear that Mr. John Moore, of the firm
of Moore Bros., who did business in this city for sev-
eral years, and brother of the Rev. Wm. Moore of
Bank Street Church, was among those killed at the
battle of Isandula, when the little army there was an-
nihilated by an overwhelming force of Zulus. Shortly
after selling out of business here, being in rather poor
health, he was induced by a friend from his native
town of St. Mary’s to go out to Natal, and was resid-
ing there when the Colony was threatened with inva-
sion by the Zulus. He, at the first call to arms, volun-
teered, and was attachedto the third battalion of the
Native Contingent, which was hurried off to the as-
sistance of Lord Chelmsford. The fearful fight of Is-
andula immediately followed, when the whole camp
was cut off. It was hoped by his friends here, as no
definite news of the location of the third corps could be
obtained, that it was in some other place and had es-
caped, but the last mail brought the sad news that it
was part of the little band that gloriously perished,
and that Mr. Moore was with the lost. He will be
long remembered as a kind friend and a genial com-
panion by a large circle of acquaintances, by whom
his loss will be deeply felt.”

« EcHO” writes to call the attention of our readers
to what appears from his account to be a fraudulent

_publication which we were unwittingly the means of

advertising. He says: “‘The American Diamond
Dictionary’ was represented to contain ‘80,000 words,’
‘nearly 200 engravings,’ ‘700 double column pages,
to be ‘superbly bound in cloth and gilt, and to be
‘sent free upon receipt of sixty-three cents to pay
actual postage and packing charges’ Thisisin every
point a gross misrepresentation of the book. There
are only 648 pages of English words and 19 pages of
¢ Foreign words and phrases,’ in all 667 pages. On no
page can there be found 50 words. But allow this to

be the average of each page, and we have only 32,400,
or 48,000 less than advertised. There are not 120 ‘en-
gravings,’ if you would call the little daubs scattered
over the pages engravings. [ could only find 106 of
these ‘ engravings.’ Instead of being ‘superbly bound
in cloth and gilt,’ the only gilt about it is a few marks
on the back including the name of the book. Side
covers and edges have never seen gilt. This great
offer is simply a great fraud, a Yankee dodge to get
money. The book is worth about ten cents for a
school boy. No ‘scholar’ would be bothered with it.
It is the meanest attempt at a dictionary 1 have ever
seen. To buy it is very little better than to throw -
money away.”

THERE is a growing disposition on the part of our
congregations to give the weekly voluntary offering
system a trial ; and when this s fairly done we are per-
suaded the results will be found most satisfactory.
Here is a sample of how the “ Envelope plan” of
regular every-Sabbath contributions work in a coun-
try congregation of three hundred and sixty-five per-

sons. The account for one year stands as follows :

No. of Weekly Annual -
persons. Gift. amount.
$1000..c.iiiiiinnnn $520 o0

300, it 156 oo

400, e iuinininnn 208 oo

T O0..cuiiievnnnnnnn 260 00

68.. . e . 7072

L1 . 494 00

40, s 104 0O

2 30, it . 3120
T 25, e 546 00
| P 20, 000 124 80
| (< T (o JURRRN AN 78 0o
S 120000 iiieniinnns 6 24
80, v (o TN 462 8o
| veee [ 2PN . 3 64
2P N 06....cvvivinnnns . 6 24
TR (o F 174 20

[ T Ofevviineninnnns 18 72

| & TP S L T 20 28
28, e 02, eevecnunnnnns 29 12
[V SRR Ol ivieviveannnns 28 o8
365 $3,342 24

THE Rev. E. P. Hammond is now conducting evan-
gelistic services in Guelph. Fromreports in the local
papers we gather that the attendance at the meetings
and the interest felt in the progress of the work have
both been steadily increasing from the beginning.
There seems to have been no unwholesome excite-
ment. Mr. Hammond’s first addresses were re-
ceived with apparent indifference by the greater num-
ber. But as, day after day and night after night, the
clear presentations of Gospel truth, in earnest and
simple words, from his lips and from those of others

(for he is well sustained by the [presence and assist-

ance of several of the local ministers) fell upon the ears
of the ever-increasing audiences—as one convert after
another, from Chatham and other places, some of whom
had but a few weeks previously been living in open
wickedness, stood up and told the story of the wonder-
ful change they had experienced—as here and there
the tear of repentance was seen coursing down the
haggard cheek of some citizen of ill-repute—the atten-
tion of multitudes was arrested,and many yielded to the
strivings of the Holy Spirit and sought peace and par-
don where alone they can be fond. At the close of
one meeting “ over one hundred stood yp signifying
their desire to have Christians pray for them.” There
is ground to hope that much permanent good may re-
sult from these services,
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THE OPPORTUNITIES OF OLD AGE.

There is a dignity in age which should command
respect. ‘The inspired Book says, ** The hoary head
is a crown of glory,” and yet old age is often spoken of
slightingly, and treated disrespectfully. Thisis greatly
to be deploredd, both because the younger folk lose so
much of the Lenetit which they might receive from the
varied experiences of those who have preceded them
in the painful and dangerous journey of life, and be-
cause the clder ones are deprived of the sweet conte
panionship of those who could, if they would, do so
much to brighten therr waning years

There ts no wore harmomous, helpfol friendship,
than wheu the okl and youny walk together i loving
confidence. True, the younger must be patient with
the infirmutics aul conservatsms ol age, 181, in tum,
needs to be tolerant with the impetuosity and enthu.
siasm of youth.

We cannot help thinking that in many nstances,
elderly people are themselves to blaume for much of the
indifferciice which 1< shown to them, and to which
they arc naturally so sensitive § inasmuch as they often
withdraw into themsclves, and do not accord to those
who are <onung un atter them, and who are under.
going experiences hike their own, that generous sym.
pathy and conaderation which would draw them closer
together. \Who should be so sympathizing 1n timmes of
sorrow as those who have known trouble and suffered
grief?  \Who so titted to understand the peculianties
of childhood, to have patience with the waywardness
and storny sports of youth, to listen kindly and wisely
to the contidences of shy lovers, or to advise with,and
assist in mapping out the future of the young couple
just starting m their new life, as those who having
gone before them, step by step, know by expesence
the conditions and needs of each and every period?

Removed as it were from the more active duties of
life, they have time and opportunities to cultivate
friendships with the youngerones, which may be even
warm and abiding, and, having gained their loving
respect, to drap words of counsel which shall be ofin-
finite service to them in the futute. We often hear
elderly persons say with a weary sigh, 1 seem 1o be
of no use to any one.  Nubody appears to care about
me.” This, we are sure, need not be. Love begets
love, and there s no reason why grandpa and grandma
may not be the centre of a fathful, loving circle, con-
sulted in cvery difiiculty, entrusted with all the little
secrets, and sharets 1n all the pleasures of the family
group. But they must make the advances, and be al-
ways the same true. disinterested friends. Though
young blood be hot, and impatient words may some-
times be spoken, yet in time they will be regretted,
forgiveness sought, and peace restored.

We have known the most beautiful friendships of
this sort. \We recall especially, the love of one dear
boy—who has now passed away in all his youth and
promise--for his grandmother. It was a warm and
anduring attackinent. When discouraged, or sick, no
place was so attractive as “grandniother’s room,” or
80 comfortable as *‘grandiothersbed.” Many a con-
fidential talk they had together, and she had oppor-
tunity to give him many a word of caution as well as
of cheer. And now that his chair 1> vacant, one of
ber pleasantest recollections is the memory of his
devoted affection for her.

PAYING SURBSCRIPTIONS T CHURCHES.

In the lax monality of the times there is occasion-
ally a want of conscientiousness even in church mem-
bers, especially in the matter of “ paying subscriptions.”
A man hears a rousing sermon, which makes him
“fecl good,” and in the ardour of the moment puts
down a generous subscription. So far all is right.
Bat is there not sometimes hidden away in his inner
consciousness a secret feeling, which he does not dare
to confess even to himself, that if for any cause he
regrets his impulsive act, he can “take it back”
pleading that he is “dissatished,” or has changed his
mind? This is a species of dishonesty which is con-
demned alike by the Bible and by the law of the land.
No man is under compulsion to give or to subscribe.
But when he does subscribe, he is under a solemn
pledge which he cannot violate. *Better that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and
pot pay.” It is time that *he consciences of men were

pricked up om this subject, A subecri~tion to a church
Is just as biading as a note in the oank, and a man
who has omnce given it has no moral nor Agw!/ right to
violate his ebligation.

We are glad to iee that the courts have come to the
help of the churches in this matter, and that the law
is a schoolmaster to bring delinquent members to a
sense of common honesty.

Away in the centre of New York, nestled among the
hills, is the town of Knoxboro, so named from the Iate
General John Jay Knox, one of its first settlers. Here
was planted, some fifty years ago, a Presbyterian
church, which, like a vine in the cleft of the rock,
struck s roots into the earth, and put fosth its
branches, and yielded its goodly fruit. After the lapse
of a generation, it set ahout erecung n new church,
and amonyg those who subscribed to the undertaking
was a Methodist brother, who put himself down as a
comtnibutor to the Bnlding Fund, But after a time
«according to the Methodist doctrine of faling from
grace! he fell away, and 1efused to ** pay what he had
vowed;” whereupon the Presbyterians undertook to
tllustrate their doctrine of the perseverance of the
saints, by *“ putting hun through.”  Their attorney was
a young lawyer of New York, Mr. John k. Knox, a
grandson of General Anox, one of the venerable
founders of the church as well as of thetown. To the
claim of the church the delinquent subscriber offered
certain techmical objections, founded on an alleged
lack of organization, proper appointment of treasurer,
and defective wording in the subscription paper—ob-
jections which were at tirst sustained in the lower
courts, but on being taken to the Court of Appeals, the
judgment was reversed, and a verdict found for the
church, for the whole amount, wsth interest and costs.

The case is an important one, as showing that our
highest courts are disposed to uphold the rights of
churches against refractory subscribers, who make
large promises, and then refuse to keep them, hiding
under sowe petty technicality to escape their just
obligations.—.V, V. Udserver.

“l AM THE DOOR

‘1 am the Door.”” O wanderer, come in!

Att thow not weary of 2 world of sin?

Stay not outside, where all 13 dark and cold;
Come to the warmth, the brightness of the fold.

““1 am the Door " to life, 10 peace, to light:
Without, the storm, the statless, chectlas night;
Within, a scene of hlcssedness untold,

The **many mansions of the heavenly fold.

‘1 am the Door,” the true, the only way;

All other paths will lead thee far astray:

‘The waywatd oncs, who will not be controlled,
Shall never find the entrance to the fold.

“1 am the Door.” O child of sorrow, come!
Pausc not upon the threshold of thy hume;
Soon shall thy sad and tear-dimmed cyes behold
The wondruus radiance of that blissful fold.

‘1 am the Door.” Pastthrough, and thou shalt see
The gloties of the place prepated for thee;
The walls of jasper and the sticets of gold,
The sapphire pavements of the upper fold.

**1 am the Door."" O weary one, come in!
A glad and cager welcome thou shalt win g
Thy name among the ransomed is enrolled,
The Shepherd gives thee entrance to the fold.

—B. M. S,

How time flies! Dr. Chalmers’ fame and influence
are so fresh and green that he seems to have belonged
to a generation but just passed away, yet we read that
at the March meeting of the Free Church Presbytery
of Edinburgh, Sir Henry Moncrieff moved: “Whereas
the late Dr. Chalmers was born on the 17th of March
in the year 1780, and whereas it will be due to his
memory that the next Free Church General Assembly
should adopt adequate measures for having the cen-
tenary of his birth attended to with that manifestation
of thankfulness to God which the raising up of such
an advocate of Christian truth is fitted to call forth, it
is humbly overtured by the Free Presbytery of Edin-
burgh to the ensuing General Assembly that they take
this subject into consideration, and follow such action
regarding it as intheir wisdom may seem meet.” The
resolution was adopted.

A RELIGION that never suffices to govern a man
will never suffice to save him. That which doss not
tinguish him from a perishing world. —7ekn Howy.

Sur Qomnimm.
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SOrHE PRRSRYTERY ® AND “7THR SYNOD OF THE
CANADAN"

On the fourth day of Marrh, 1817, William Bell was
ordained by the Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh
“to the work of the Gospel ministry, and as pastor
of the Scotch settlers on the Ridean river, Upper
Canada” On the sth of April following, with his
family, he sailed from Leith in company with Rev.
William Taylor, then late minister of Stonehouse, who
was al v coming out as A missionary of the Associate
Synod of Scotland. After a storm; and otherwise
unpleasant passage, they arrived at Quebec at evening
on the first day of June, and at eight o'clock the next
morning, for the first time, set foot on Canadian soil.
Mr. Taylor left Quebec Tuesday evening, June 3rd,
but Mr. Bell remained until the lasy of the week,
preaching for Rev. Mr. Spratt, at St. John's clmpe!,
Wednesday evening, being the evening of the King's
birthday.

On Saturday, June 20th, Mr. Bell reached Brock-
ville, in company with Rev. Robert Easton, of Mon-
treal, who had overtaken him on the voad. That night
he lodged at the residence of his former London
friend, Rev. William Smart, where he was introduced
to Rev. Robert McDawall, a minister of the Refortmed
Dutch Church, located at Earnesttown, on the Bay of
Quinte. The next day “Mr. Smart’s new church at
Brockville was dedicated to the service of God.” Of
the dedicatory” service Mr, Bell wrote in his journal,
as iollows :

**At eleven o'clock Mr. Smart began the public service
with a shott account of the object of our meeting, and spoke
of the gratitude due to God that so many d?gcnhiel had
been overcome, and that a convenient church was now built.
A hymn was sung by the congregation, and Mr. Smart
prayed; after which Mr. Easton, of Montreal, preached a
suitable sermon. Durimuhe intetval we dised at the house
of R. Easton, Eeq. In the afternoon, 1 preached from Luke
xv. 7. The singing was vety finc, dut / uws sorvy to sec that
instrumental music was introduced, 1n the moming, too,
there was a Masonic procession, which [ did not llke. The
congtegation was numerous and respectable.”

Before separating Messrs. Bell, Smart and Easton,
thus providentially thrown together, drew up and
signed a petition to the Associate Synod of Scotland
“praying that they might be erected into a Presbytery
in connection with the Synod.” This was left with
Mr. Smart to procure the signature of Mr. Taylor,
“who obtained a settlement at Osnaburgh as minister
of the united congregations of Osnaburgh and Wil-
hamsburgh.” Mr. McDowall does not appear to have
taken part in the services of the Sabbath, and the time
had not come for him to unite in the formation of a
Presbytery. His connection was with another branch
of the Presbyterian family, and he was then arranging
{or the organization of a c/assis of his church in Upper
Canada.

On the toth of july, at his home in Perth, Mr. Bell
received from Mr. Smart the petition witk Mr. Tay-
lor’s signature attached, and on the 215t of the same
month forwarded it, with explanatory letters, 1o Dr.
Hall, of Edinburgh, for presentation to the Synod. At
a meeting of Synod the following April (1818) the
prayer of the petition was granted, but in the mean-
time, other action had been taken in Canads. On
the 15th of @ctober, 1817, Mr. Bell was at the resi-
dence of Mr. Smart, preparatory to assisting him at
his communion at Brockville the next day. The fol-
lowing is from Mr. Bell’s journal:

“ Saturday, 251& October. The da i
intercourse :ilhjur. Smart and his 'm’?c‘.': Pl:.:.h.l:
we had under consideration ‘or the advancement o{n\i.iu
in Cuuda.po'l:lutrtha:;:;lch zldy cogaged our atteation
Was & pro of W"“
under the name of the “'l"‘tubymin Chr;utw anada."
Mr, Smart was desired o write 10 all the misisters, and have
their opinion.”

On the same subject Mr. Smart’s statement is pre-
served, as follows:

* Before an answer was received [from the ] & mew

ion was presented, It was 10 see if the different
mdl‘mlmahnmnh\mooﬂd not be wnited and
oot i Bl e
[ m n’ t

In later pariance, the idea would be exprassed
“ Canada for the Canadians,” or a Canadian Presby-
tory for Canadian Presbywriane. Mr. Smart faith-
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fully performed the duty assigned him, and at length

ed Rev. Dr. Sparks, of Quebec, to name the

place and day for the consideration of the subject.
The doctor, though approving the object, declined to
act, and Mr, Smart took-upon himself to name Mon-
treal, and, with Mr, Easton's consent, St. Peter's
street church, as the place of such meeting, and to fix
the time. Soon after, however, the urgency of “ Mr.
Joseph Johnson, a licentiate of the Synod of Ulster,”
who had recently arrived in the country, for ordina-
tion at Cornwall, and a “dreadful ferment on the
about the Kirk of Scotland” at that place,

caused a change of programme.  On a day late in the
yoar 1817 or early in January, 1818, Mr. Smart, Mr,
Taylor and Mr. Easton met at Cornwall and organued

THE PRESHVTRERY OF THE CANADAS.”

Mr. Dell advised against this action as in unnecessary
haste, in view of the limited acquaintance with Mr,
Johnston, and the Scripture injunction to *“lay hands
suddenly on no man; " and declined to attend. Mr.
Easton was chosen Moderator and Mr. Smart Clerk.
Mr. Johnston was ordained, and Mr. Alexander Flet-
cher, “a young man of fine talents,” who had spent
“two years at Divinity Hall, but had not been licensed
to preach,” was present. A yeatly collection for a
Synod fund was provided for, and “an address to the
Government of both Upper and Lower Canada, ex-
pressive of our views and designs ” wasadopted. 1t was
also determined that “all the brethren in both Upper
and Lower Canada—ministers whose character and
academical educatiun entitle them to respect” —be re-
spectfully invited * to attend our next meeting,” which
“is to be held at Montreal on the second Thursday in
July.” “The great object,” wrote Mr. Smart, January
24th, 1818, “ will be to consult on the plan and best
means of forming a union on a good foundation.”

THE SECOND REGULAR MEETING.*

On Wednesday, July 8th, 1818, Messrs. Smart, Bell,
Taylor and Johnston, found themselves floating down
Lake St. Peters and the St. Lawrence, in a * Durham
boat.” Stopping at Chataugua over night, where “a
very good sermon ” was preached to a congregation of
villagers and raftsmen, they reached Montreal about
noon on Thursday, and the sessions of Presbytery
were formally opened in the evening. Besides the
four just named and Mr. Easton, it is not known that
any other ministers were enrolled as members, al.
though, in some memoranda left by Mr. Smart, the
names of Rev. Mr. Spratt, of St. John’s chapel, Quebec,
of a Rev. Mr. Graham, and of Elders Purvis and Mc-
Intosh are given, and it is on record that Mr. Spratt
preached for Mr. Easton the next Sabbath evening,
and that Mr. Graham was the preacher at Chataugua.
In a letter written to Rev. Mr. Struthers, of Glasgow,
Scotland, twelve years after, Mr. Smart gave that
gentlemen some items about the formation of this
Presbytery, one item being that Calvinistic ministers,
whether Presbyterian or Congregational, were invited
to unite in the movement. It is probable, therefore,
that Messrs. Spratt and Graham represented the Con-
gregational branch of the Calvinistic family, and did
not become organic members of the Presbytery.
Their names did not afterwards appear in connection
with it, and no further trace has been found of Mr.
Graham. Of the five ministers acting at this meet-
ing, three were sent to this country by ihe Associate
Church in Scotland (Mr. Easton in 1802); one, Mr.
Smart, was a Scotchman by birth but educated at
at Gosport, England, and the other, as before stated,
was from Ireland. The ministers of the Church of
Scotland did not attend, and the hope of uniting all
Presbyterians in one Canadian Church was, for the
present at least, disappointed. Yet the members de-
termioed to persevere, believing that an organization
on such a basis of union was “the only one adapted
to the present state and future condition of Canada.”

TWO ORDINATIONS,

‘The greater part of the second day was spent in

discussing the propriety of ordaining Mr. Andrew

and Mr. Easton, with Elder Purvis, were recorded'in

* This was undoubtedly the second repw/ar meeting, but
haktmvdh:i?d:yﬁ:t;bl:ell to Dr. Peddd ie, ,,r previ
meetings, ¢ winter,” are distinctly mention-
objected to, st which he was not pm{. At the
of these two meetings, Mr. Fletcher appears to have
“takes om trial for licemse to preach, withowt any
of chamcter.”

i

the affirmative, and the namex of Mr. Hell and Mr,
Johnstone, with Elder McIntosh, in the negative.
Mr. Taylor, being Moderator, gave his casting vote in
favour of proceeding, and Mr, Dell and Mr. Johnstone
dissented,

Monday, july t3, Presbytery visited Lachine, where,
“after hearing all his trials,” they ordained Mr. Hugh
Kirkland, “n younyg man who arrived that year from
Ireland,” as pastor of the church at that place. Mr,
Bell preached from Matt, xiil, §2; *Mr, Johnston
ordained, and Mr. Taylor addressed the minister and
people.” The following day, Presbytery met again in
Montreal, and * Mr. Glen was ordained @/ lurge by
part of the Presbytery, but, some irregularities being
cannected with the transaction, Mr, Johnstonand My,
Bell declined to assist.” It 18 not certain that Mr,
Glen ofticiated for Mr, Easton, as proposed, but he
appears to have assumed pastoral charge at Aroer die
Chein, where he had beer preaching.

AN ADDRENS O GOVERNMENT,

Before final adjournment, an address was prepaved
to the Governor-General, “ respectfully informing him
of the organization, and assuring him that the objects
and ajms of the Presbytery were not political, but
moral and religious, secking only the dissemination of
the truth as contained in the sacred Scriptures, the
promotion of education, and the peace and prosperity
of the country in which the Providence of God had
cast their lot to labour in the gospel of His Son” A
courtcous anxwer was retumed to the address in due
time, but it was noticed that ‘Mr. Smart, the organ of
communication, was addressed not a<the Reverenmd,
but as Esguire.

ARRIVAL OF MR, HENDERSON,

While some of the members of Presbytery atill
lingered in Montreal, Rev. Archibald Henderson. then
late of the Associate Church at Carlisle, arrived, on
his way to his new field of labour at St. Andrew’s,
Lringing with him “ authority and instructions from
the Associate Synod of 3cotland to form a Preshy-
tery according to the application forwarded to them,”
one year before. What the result would have been
if he had arrived sooner cannot betold. As it was,
the signers to the petition felt considerable embarass-
ment, but, after consultation, by correspondence and
otherwise, it was decmed still advisable to adhere to
the independent union position they had assumed be-
fore the answer was received. Mr. Henderson was
cordially invited personally to unite with the new
Presbytery, and the invitation was repeated in a letter
dated Montreal February gth, 1819, a copy of which
unsigned, in the handwriting of Mr. Smart, is still pre-
served. The following sentences are quoted :

¢ 1tis with much pleasure that 1 have to inform you that
1 am instructed by the members of the Presbytery of the
Canadas which met in Brockville on the second Tucsday of
January last, to invite you to a seat at their next meeting
which will be held in this city (Montreal) on the second
Thursdsy of July next.

* The importance, indeed the necessity, of some bond of
union, or association, on a liberal foundation, must have ap.
l»catcd 10 you before this period. Tt ix a circumstance high.
y favoutable to the formation of such a union, and which
forwards our views, that the unhappy causes of division
which have tom asunder the Church of Chirist in the mother
country have no existence in these provinces.

“May 1 and my brethren in the ministry of the Gospel in-
dulge the pleasing hope of secing you at our next meeting
at the time referred 102"

Mr. Henderson, though always working cordially
and harmoniously with those who were the leading
members of the Presbytery, declined to sever his con.
nection with the Associate Church in Scotland, and
remained independent of Church courts in Canada for
many years.

A CONMISSION TO SCOTLAND.

= the spring of 1819, Mr. Easton took his contem.
plated trip to Scotland. To some extent, he went out
as an agent of the Presbytery, commissioned to sclicit
contributions for its aid. He however, assumed a
broader field of operations, and collected funds under
a scheme according to which the Presbytery should re-
ceive one half and the other half should be divided
among other Presbyterian ministers in Canada. “The
result of Mr. Easton’s exertions,” says Dr. McKer.
row, “ was that a considerable sum of money was col-
lected chiefly among the Secession congregations, to
assist in accomplishing the benevolent object which
he and his brethren had in view.” A difficulty in ref.
erence (o settilement fafter his return, caused an es-
trangement between him and his former brethren, and
he was never afierwards actively asssociated with

them in Church work. Tesides, while in Scotland, he
made such representations as caused the Presbytery
of the Canadas to be entered on the roll of the As.
sociate  Synod--an entirely unauthorized act which
was promptly repudiated in Canada, the members of
Preshytery still having " 1o wish 0 be connected with
any religious body in Britain.”
DIVISION OF THE PRESDYTERY.

The next meeting of the Preshytery of the Canadas
of which information has heen obtained was held at
*“ Martin’s Mills,” or Martintown, October 28th 1819,%
when Alexander Fletcher was ordained as pastor. He
is understood to have been a Scotchinan, educated at
Glasgow, who “came to Glengarry as a teacher, at
the termination of the war with the United States.”
At this meeting, a considerable accession having heen
made to the nutnber of ministers, * it was deemed ad-
visable to divide themsclves into two or more Pres-
byteries,--that all the members might have it in their
power to attend the ineetings, which had hitherto been
impossible on account of the great distance they had
to travel.” ‘It was, accordingly resolved "that those
in the Lower Province should be left to
form a Presbytery by themselves, and those in
the Upper Province should form three Presbyter-
ies,"all to be “under the inspection of a General
Synod, to meet on the first Wednesday in February,
1820, at Cornwall.” One of the Upper Canada Pres-
byteries was also to meet at Cornwall, cne at Brock-
ville or Perth, and one at York or Niagara.

THROUGH STORMS AND SUFFERING.

In consequence of the severity of the weather, the
depth of the snow, and a misunderstanding in refer-
ence to the notices issued, but few ministers responded
to the call for the organization of Synod on the day
appointed. One of these was Rev. Robert McDowall,
who, with the assent of his Classis and Synod, had
now abandoned the project of organizing a Classis for
Canada, and, with others who had been expeciing to
join him in such Classis, had arranged to unite with his
Presbyterian brethren in Synod and Presbyteries.
Messrs, Bell, Smart and McDowall journeyed together
in a sleigh from Brockville 10 Cornwall, in the midst
of a blinding storm. with the cold so intense that
“after sunset we could not travel more than two or
three miles without stopping to warm.” Of \Wednes-
day, February 2nd, Mr. Bell wrote in his journal:
“The horrors we this day endured exceed my powers
of description. The storm was violent and directly in
our face. . . . We set out at ten in the morming and
reached Cornwall at nine in the evening. The snow
was deep and Jrifted to the top of the fences, so that
the horses were to the belly and often deeper. We
saw no travellers but ourselves, so that we had the
road to break, and could seldom find the old track.
We slept at Chesley’s inn and found it miserably cold.”
‘Thursday morning, February 3rd, the three ministers
from a distance breakfasted with Mr. johnstone, at his
residence, and “then

ORGANIZED THE SyNODt

and proceeded to business.” Mr. McDowall, having
been longer in service in Upper Canada than any
other Presbyterian minister then living (from 1798),
was appropriately chosen Moderator, and Mr. Smart,
probably the next in the order of seniority (1811), was
appointed Clerk. Before the close of the meeting, the
Moderator and Clerk were instructed to draw up, in
the name of the Synod, an address to Sir Peregrine
Maitland, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada,
pledging “loyalty and attachment to the king and
constitution of Great Britain,” appealing to history as
“ bearing an unbroken testimony of the attachment of
Presbyterians to the king, the laws and the country,”
and reminding His Excellency “that the reigning
family, of the House of Hanover, were greatly indebted
to the Presbyterians for their throne and crown.”
AGITATION AND DISCUSSION,

The formation of Presbytery at Montreal, without
the sanction of Government, Synod or General As-
sembly, excited considerable attention, and was still
the subject of much discussion in the newspapers and
elsewhere. Thepress took opposite views. By some,

® The letter of invitation to Mr. Henderson indicates a
meeting in January and another in July, 1819, and there was
Proh\ﬁy another i1 April, bat no account of their proceed-
ings has been found.

+The name of the Synod is not certainly known, but it has
been alluded to in letters written by some of the
as “The Synod of the Canadas,” and so0 it was probably
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the legal right of such unauthorized organization was
questioned, and the act was construed as disloyal, the
outbreak of Zissent, or as covering political views and
designs, threatening alike the peace of society and the
supremacy of “The Church” and the State. The
address of the Presbytery to the Governor-General
anticipated wisely the charges to be preferred, and
this address of Synod to the Lieutenant-Governor of
Upper Canada comes down to us as a historic part of
the controversy, which continued many years, with
changing phases according to changing circumstances.
The members of Synod, especially Mr. Smart, entered
warmly into the controversy, through the press, main-
taining that “the Presbyterian Church was of all
churches the most consistently loyal to the King and
British Constitution, and the most to be depended on
in time of need, as the names and deeds of the heroes
of the late war declared.” The opposition did no
harm, but, by bringing these pioneer preachers, and
their work, into public notice, contributed not a little
to the success and progress of their mission,
° “ THE CHRISTIAN HERALD.”

Soon after the formation of the Synod in 1820, a
monthly magazine call the “ Christian Herald,” was
started as its official organ, with Messrs. McDowall
and Smart as the editors, and Hugh Thomson, of
Kingston, as publisher. It was a failure pecuniarily,
only reaching its third number, and leaving an in-
debtedness to the publisher for which he held the
editors personally responsible, and the settlement of
which was an unpleasant element in an ecclesiastical

~ trial sixteen years later, as will hereafter appear in a his-
torical sketch of the ¢ United Synod.” Those “three
numbers ” have been diligently searched for, but, thus
far, in vain.
‘THE NEW PRESBYTERIES.

The dates of organization of the one Presbytery in
Lower Canada, and of the three Presbyteries in Upper
Canada, as provided at the meeting in Martintown in
181%, and the names of the ministers comprising them
are not known. A year’s diligent search and inquiry
has not brought to light a single book of records, or
any continuous authentic history in reference to them.
It is known that the Lower Canada Presbytery had a
brief feeble existence, which was brought to a prema-
ture close by the removal of ministers, and by the
estrangement between Mr. Easton and his brethren,
which has before been referred to. In July, 1823, the
Presbytery of Cornwall had but two meetings, and the
Presbytery of York but one. The Presbytery of
Brockville, with a more thorough organization, had
“ had a meeting once every three months ; and to them
applications for supply of sermon, etc., from the ugper
part of the province had generally been made.” Geo-
graphical boundaries of Presbyteries had not been
very well defined, and were often disregarded. This
was not so much, however, as has been ‘supposed,*
because of any lack of courtesy between the Presby-
teries, or their ministers, as from the peculiar state of
the wilderness country, the great distances to be tra-
velled to attend meetings, often through long stretches
of unbroken forest, and especially the greater aptitude
of some men than others for systematic organization.
The Presbytery of Brockville seems to have had a few
men who were willing to do the required work, at least

in Upper Canada, and the other Presbyteries had been -

willing to let them do it, to such an extent, indeed,
that, if it were said that three of the Presbyteries at
this date were practically abandoned, leaving the work
altogether to the Presbytery of Brockville, the state-
ment would probably be practically true. And yetall
four of the Presbyteries had “a name to live,” each
with its individual membership roll, which appears to
have included some who had given in their adherence
by letter when unable to be personally present. No
distinct evidence has been found that either of the
Presbyteries except that of Brockville ever licensed or
ordained ministers, though it seems probable that
David Evans at St. Therese, and John Merlin, at Hem-
mingford, were ordained by the Lower Canada Pres-
bytery. The Presbytery of Brockville licensed Thos.
Creen, June 29th, 1820, and sent him to the church at

* Mr. Henderson has been quoted as representing these
Presbyteries as *‘acting in a very strange and irregular man-
ner towards’ each other, as if they had been independent
bodies.” Mr. Henders_on’s information, as he says, was de-
rived from a letter received from Mr. Bell in 1825, the allu-
sions of which, however, seem not to have been to the action of
Presbyteries toward each other, but to irregular action within
the Presbytery of Brockville, by the brethren of ** bad re-
ports,” which led to the organic dissolution of Presbyteries
and Synod, as elsewhere explained,

“Johnstone (lately arrived from Ireland) ;

Niagara in the summer of 1822, and “solemnly de-
posed him of his authority to preach the gospel,” Jan-
uary 13th, 1823, he having seceded to the Church of
England. They ordained Robert Bond as pastor at
Prescott, February 2nd, 1821 ; James Harris at York,
July 10th, 1823; and James Boyle at Osnabruck, Sep-
tember 3oth, 1823 ; and the names of others appear,
from time to time, who it is probable were licensed or
ordained by that body.
MINISTERS AND CHURCHES IN 1823.

Rev. Wm. Bell, in his valuable “ Letters from Perth,”
written in 1823, gives the number ot Presbyterian con-
gregations in the Lower Province with which ke was ac-
grainted as eight, with five ministers, three of whom,
not named—evidently Dr. Harkness at Quebec, Mr.
Somerville at Montreal, and Mr. Henderson at St.
Andrews—had “not yet connected themselves with
the Synod, and had taken no part in these proceed-
ings. He seems to have counted Mr. Easton at Mon-
treal, and Mr. Glen at Terre-Bonne, as stil! members
of Synod from Lower Canada, though the former had
probably ceased active membership, and the latter
had recently removed to Richmond in the Upper Pro-
vincé. It would, probably, also be right to add the
names of Mr. Evans and Mr. Merlin, with their congre-
gations, as among those with which Mr. Bell was »o/
acquainted, and as probably on the roll of the Lower
Canada Presbytery. “In the Upper Province,” says
Mr. Bell, “there are eighteen ministers, and thirty con-
gregations ” of the Presbyterian order, with four min-
isters not yet connected-with Synod. Three of these
four were, doubtless, Mr. McLauren at Lochicl, Mr.
McKenzie at Williamstown, and Mr. Barclay at King-
ston. It is not clear as to who was the fourth, We
may, therefore, make up a roll of ministers and con-
gregations identified with the Synod or with one of the
Presbyteries at that date, as follows, with the chance of
only one mistake in names of ministers : “McMartin's
Mills,” or Martintown, Alexander Fletcher; Corn-
wall, Osnabruck and Williamsbirgh, Joseph John-
stone ; Prescott, Robert Boyd ; Brockville, William
Smart ; Perth, William Bell; Zanark, John Gemmill;
Beckwith, George Buchanan; Richmond, Andrew
Glen ; Ernesttown, Fredericksburgh and Adolphus-
town, Robert McDowall ; Markkam, William Jen-
kins ; York, James Harris; Niagara, another Mr.
Stamford,
Abner Wright ; St Catharines, Daniel W. Eastman ;
Talbott Settlement, C. D. Schermerhorn. To the
number of congregations thus connected Mr. Bell
might have added at least six on the Niagara Penin-
sula, all under Mr. Eastman’s care, three of them—-
Gainsborough, Clinton and Louth—having been
formally organized as early as 1809. If a roll were to
be made for Lower Canada, it would include as vacant
the congregations at Lachine, River du Chien and
Terre-bonne, with Mr. Easton at S7 Peter's street,
Montreal, and probably Mr. Evans at S¢ T/erese,and
Mr. Merlin at Hemmingford. But Lower Canada could
not be properly said to have at that date any living Pres-
bytery, or any responsible relation to any church
court.

DURATION OF THE SYNOD.

In one of Mr. Bell’s “letters,” he wrote: *“The
Synod, up to June, 1823, has had only three meetings.”
Organized at Cornwall February 3rd, 1820, it met at
Perth, June 28th of the same year, and again at
Brockville, February 1st, 1821,.and no trace has been
found of a meeting af7e» June 1823. Almost from the
beginning, the work of the Synod, as well as that of
all the Presbyteries in Upper Canada, was laid upon
the Presbytery of Brockville, and that body was the
Synod de facto, as, in May 1820, it assumed to be de
jure, as will soon hereafter appear. If but one Pres-
bytery continued to hold meetings and to exercise
Presbyterial authority, the need of a supervising
Synod, composed usually wholly of the members of
the Presbytery, was not apparent. Besides, the mem-
bers of the Presbyteries of York and Cornwall were
de facto members of the one acting Presbytery of
Brockville. There was in fact but one body acting as
Presbytery and Synod for all Upper Canada.

“ TROUBLE IN* THE CAMP.”

In 1812 “bad reports ” began to be circulated about
two or three of the brethren. They do not appear to
have been practical temperate men, and one was
said, besides other infirmities, to have been morally in-
capable of paying over moneys which had come into
his hands for Presbytery or Synod. At a meeting of
Presbytery at Prescott, June 24th, 1822, these “ bad

reports ” were considered, and measures were taken to
“labour ” with the brethren named. While this was
still in progress, these men rallied their forces at
Prescott, May 8th, 1823, and by a majority vote of
Presbytery proceeded to remove Mr. Bell, in his ab-
sence, from the position of treasurer /o zk¢ Synod, and
to appoint one of themselves in his place. Of course
discipline, under such circumstances was impossible,
whatever the offence. Sometime during the summer
of 1824, it was reported that one of these ministers
“remained- in Brockville several days drunk, to the
great annoyance of Brother Smart.” Mr. Smart, ac-
cordingly summoned a meeting of Presbytery to con-
sider the matter, but the action taken has not been

preserved. In reference to this meeting Mr. Bell
wrote to Mr. Henderson : “ Would you believe that
Mr. was a member of this conclave? I, also,

was invited, but did not go. I reminded them, how-
ever, in a letter to Mr. —— that he that was without
sin ought to cast the first stone at him.” Theaccused
probably controlled the court, and the result was,
doubtless, like that in the case of the Dutchmanwhowas
acquitted of the charge of theft, though the evidence
against him was abundant and undisputed, because fen
of the jury had part of the stolen hog.

A NEW PRESBYTERY.

In a letter to Mr. Henderson, dated February 26th,
1825, Mr. Bell told him about the troubles and added:

““You know already that Mr. Smart joined me in an in-
timation to Messrs. and that I would hold no fur-
ther communication with them unless the stains thrown upon
their characters could be removed. Notwithstanding this, he
did sit with'them in meetings of Presbytery when he found
it convenient. This induced me to withdraw myself from
that quarter altogether and from a Presbytery of the ministers
in this district. Mr. G., however, provedjsuch a firebrand that
we could not go on with him, and a second proved to be an-
other ——. Indeed, since I came to this country, I have
often been led to exclaim, ‘‘How frailisman!” IfIhad not
known that ministers were men, I would, assuredly, have
learned it here.”

This new Presbytery, called THE PRESBYTERY OF
PERTH, was-formed at Beckwith, December 24th, 1823.
It met at Perth, March gth, 1824, at Beckwith June
8th, and again at Perth, September 13th or 24th of
the same year. At this meeting, which was, probably,
the last held, Mr. Bell read letters he had received
from Mr. Glen, and the answer he had returned.
Mr. G. had asked that his name might be erased from
the roll, and it was done accordingly.

ABOUT UNION WITH “ THE KIRK.”

Mr. Bell, though of the Secession, was brought up in
the Church of Scotland, and his desire for a union
with the ministers of that Church in Canada, where it
could be accomplished with due regard to the
rights and liberty of all concerned, was ex-
pressed at an early day. He was disappointed
that they did not €ome into the union at
Montreal, and sincerely regretted the divisions
which so greatly entangled the pioneer ministers in
the work of establishing Presbyterianism in these two
colonies. While the troubles referred to were causing
great anxiety, and before the organization of the Pres-
bytery of Perth, Mr. B. wrote as follows :

¢ What new arrangements had been made respecting the
Presbytery I know not ; but it is evident that something
must be done before it can be of much service to the cause
of religion. Mr. Morris, our worthy representative in the
Provincial Parliament, thinks that, in order to remove all
difficulties on the subject, we had better connect ourselves
with the Church of Scotland. He even had an interview
last summer with Dr. Mears, Chairman of the Committee on
Canadian affairs at Edinburgh, in order to ascertain whether
there would be any serious obstacle in the way. The Doc-
tor said he thought we all belonged to the Church of Scot-
land ; and, under this impression, he had sent out to
last year, circulars to be addressed to every one of us, re-
questing us to make a report of the state of our respective
congregations, etc., etc. - Mr. Morris told him he was quite
sure that nothing of this kind had been received by either
Mr. Swart or me, or he would have heard ofit. He further
explained the nature and designs of the faction in this coun-
try who arrogate to themselves the name of the Church of
Scotland ; and concluded by expressing a hope that the Gen-
eral Assembly would enter into no arrangement which should
not embrace the whole of the Presbyterians in the two pro-
vinces. He thinks that what he stated made some impres-
sion on the Committee, and placed the subject in a new
point of view. And no wonder, for all their previous in-
formation had Leen' derived from those who profess to belong
to the real, real kirk, and who wish to exclude all others if
they can,”

So early did the Presbyterian ministers in this
wilderness country come to misunderstand and mis-
represent each other ! So early were the dissensions
and divisions in Scotland brought across the Atlantic !
Something more than a year after, referring to the
sentences here quoted, Mr. Bell wrote :
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" ““The observations in my last respecting a union with the
Established Church of Scotland need notalarm you. However
desirable such a union might be, and I will not conceal it
from you that I should rejoice to see all Christian churches
united in one body, yet L have no expectation that the Es-
tablished Church of Scotland and we are to be speedily uni-
ted. Such is the bigotry and domineering disposition of
many of her ministers in this country that my hopes of a
union are very faint, and 1 have no wish for a union except
on terms strictly honourable to all parties.”

The time for union was net yet, but this first begin-
ping of agitation on the subject was not without its
influence, when Providence opened the way by open-
ing the eyes of ministers on both sides that they might
be able to see each other as brethren beloved in the
Lord.

THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE.

The difficulties and embarrassments caused by the
conduct of the members against whom the “bad re-
ports ” had been circulated, went on increasing from
day to day, threatening almost the existence of the
churches in the lower part of Upper Canada. Effec-
tual discipline was impracticable for any offence, and
fears were entertained that if charges were pressed for
withholding moneys, the accused “ would plague them
with civil law.” And, at length, “the conclusionseems
to have been reached that the best way out of the
trouble was by dissolving the corporate existence ” of
the Presbyteries and Synod,and so letting the of-
fending brethren drop. This action was, accordingly
taken, probably without formality, and the year 1825
saw the end of those pioneer church courts. In due
time, however, from their graves, arose purified as by
fire, the more systematic “ United Presbytery of Up-
per Canada,” followed in 1831, by the “ United Synod
of Upper Canada.” These organizations will be the
subject of a future article.

OUR THEOLOGICAL COLLEGES—THEIR
RESPONSIBILITY TO SABBATH SCHOOL
WORK.

We have, at the request of the Editor of the
“ Record,” presented in the January number of that
journal an outline of Normal class work, as a ne-

" cessity for our Sabbath School teachers, and how to
organize such classes.

This has been followed up in these columns by a
statement of the necessity of such means of training,
and ‘“ How Normal Class Teachers can be obtained”
for the whole Church.

This statement of the subject has led us to the im-
portant conclusion, viz, that the possession of reason-
ably qualified teachers in Sabbath school work, is to
be found in this department of work being vitally and
organically connected with the training of candidates
for the ministry in our colleges, thereby making the
whole subject of the religious education of the people
more of a specialty in ministerial training than it has
been—embracing in the pastor’s sphere of work, the
training of a body of the people who will be able to in
structothers. Let no oneimagine that weareadvocating
that the pastor should reproduce, and dole out, the
matter and manner of his own training to the people.
This for him and his -future work may have been the
best possible course, but for the people it would be
failure, if not a calamity from which they would pro-
tect themselves by refusing to be present, and in this
direction some may find the cause of failure in at-
tempting Normal Class work.

Much of the collegiate course of training is for
educational reasons, in form and language, abstract,
technical, and entirely out-of the range and line of the
people. And just as the balls and ropes of the gym-
nasium are in themselves of little value, yet as means
of developing strength, imparting tone and expertness
they are invaluable to those that are exercised there-
by ; indeed we are quite sure that the department of
the science of teaching—if commenced in a simple
but sensible way—would give the student in his after
work great power in direct contact with the minds of
the people, and by this direct working on the minds of
the people he would be greatly helped out of the ab-
‘stract and technical forms of his own training into
the more historical forms of thought and life in which
popular mind delights to dwell. In this way thought
would awaken thought; love would elicit love ; and
personal character would mould and elevate charac-
ter. If there is wisdom in the struggle vitally to con-
nect the sphere of human training, from the kinder-
garten to the university, in secular life, will it be un-
wisdom to connect and elevate the religious life and

instruction of the home, the school and the theologi-
cal college?

Forty years ago the Church in the older countries
was appalled, and shuddered before the lapsed masses
and their degradation. How are we to bring them
under the saving and eclevating power of the Gospel,
was the burning question of the hour; and while the
urgency and importance of this work has not wholly
passed away, yet another phase of the problem is
calling for attention. :

How are we to reach the well-informed and cultiva-
ted masses, whose interest in the Chuarch, her cause
and her Lord, is so formal and uncertain? With the
large majority of this class who have come to maturity
in an important sense—our opportunities if not
wholly lost are greatly weakened—and the wisest
evangelistic effort will not wholly retrieve our loss,
This class lack definite views of truth and duty, and
connected with this sad fact, definite convictions of
life and obligation. There is great need for laying
foundations in our training of the young, in storing
their minds with not merely the form of sound words,
but with #koughts in appropriate words, definite and
adapted to the stage of progress, having regard to the
fitness of things. If everthere was a time when careful
discrimination of statement and exact habits of thought
on religious truth was needful; it is now. We must
labour to get the children of the Church early ground-
ed in anintelligent and interested apprehension of the
main parts of Christian experience—clear, exact, or-
derly ideas of the truth of salvation. To accomplish this
we must aim at raising the spfrit, methods and attain-
ments in parents and teachers. And to reach this
there must be patient and persevering work by our
permanent pastorate; and to make this more easily at-
tainable, with the work of the preaching, our institu-
tions of training ought to give it a place in their
curriclum.

Itis not generally known that this matter has al-
ready been submitted to the authorities of all the theo-
logical and ladies’ colleges of the Dominion by the
Sabbath School Association of Canada in a memorial
on the subject. Replies of a hopeful and sympathizing
nature from several of these institutions have been re-
ceived. The subject is one calling for consideration
from church courts. Ifour Senates are embarrassed
by suggestion of this departure from use and went,
they ought not to be left to agitate, but the voice of the
Church should be so expressed as to assure them of a
public want, and show cause for believing that the
remedy is found-in normal work in our colleges. It is
competent for Sessions, Presbyteries and Synods to
overture the General Assembly, either because of an
existing public opinion on the subject or to call the at-
tention of the Church to the desirableness of the pro-
posal. The association that has, in the courage of its
convictions, drawn up a memorial on this question, is
thoroughly catholic in its constitution and aims, takes
special interest in fostering and guiding a healthy but
progressive public sentiment on this department of
work, has opportunities of knowing the most forward
aspirations toward better work for the Master.

Those who have not taken special notice and inter-
est in the progress of opinion in the Sabbath school
enterprise need to be informed and assured that, dur-
ing the last five years, and at the annual gather-
ings, there hasbeen a growing demand for solid thought
and thorough work, to such an extent that the pre-
viously prepared programme is not unfrequently sub-
ordinated to the public demand for illustrations of
means and methods in teacher training. County As-
sociations make special provision for this expressed
want. Thedirect road in which public sentiment is
heading, is that every congregation or community
should have its distinctive department of training the
present and future Sabbath school teachers. And as
the qualifications for such work are not specifically
recognized as entering into ministerial training, there-
fore it is resolved— )

That our collegiate institutions make provision to
meet this new demand of Christian effort.

Weare not without 'many indications that this sub-
ject is one worthy of our thoughtful consideration.
We shall not take space to detail the efforts of Cam-
bridge in England, and America, vitally toconnect
courses of reading, lecturing, teaching, examinations
and assigned positions from attainment and merit
with these seats of learning. Nor will we wait to no-
tice at length that the cities of London. and Boston

are being organized by their universities for prescribed

popular work, summer courses of science. The Con-
cord summer school of Philosophy and literature per-
vaded by the atmosphere of Emerson and Alcott ;
Chautauqua and its deep Christian spirit, and unabat-
ed enthusiasm, under the organizing genius of john
Vincent; these are all outbursts of an underlying pub-
lic want and sentiment not peculiar to {cities, but first
manifested there because the means of meeting it are
at hand. The Christian worker knows of it in the vil-
lages and rural clusters of settlements.

Under the heading “The Welfare of the Youth of
our Church,” a committee of the Free General As-
sembly oflast May gave in a carefully compiled report
which called forth much hopeful discussion, led by
such men as Rev. Alexander Whyte of St. George’s,
Edinburgh, Professor Salmond of Aberdeen, and Mc-
Phail of Glasgow. We will not enter into the details
of the report or of its recommendations further than to
state,—

1. That it proposed to indicate lines of study for
Bible classes throughout the Church; to prepare ex-
amination papers on three or more subjects.

2. Give prizes or certificates of attainment ; and the
result to be announced to the General Assembly year-
ly, the names of those successful to be placed in the
Church records, and by these means awaken interest,
give point to effort,- and direct attention to strictly
church work.

Such a movement could easily be directed and
utilized in both subjects and methods adapted to the
work of instruction in the school.

To some this will seem a small matter, compared
with some of the deliberations (of that Assembly) that
fill the public eye, yet it presents the highest represen-
tative body of the church wrestling with a vital element
in her future growth and prosperity.

Take another illustration: Itis matter of historical
fact that before Dr. Duff went to India, the prevailing
form of missionary work was evangelistic, that is earn-
estly proclaiming the Gospel wherever [a few listen-
ers could be gathered, and then seems to have been
regarded by the Baptist and Episcopalian mission-
aries as the only form of obedience to the Divine com-
mission “ Go preach the Gospel to every creature.”
Dr. Duff arrived in India in 1830. For reasons we need
not enumerate, the Moderator of the General Assem-
bly in his charge counselled the young man not to be-
gin his work in the city but in more rural parts, but
Duff had not only brought with him a new faith to
this great land, but a profound conviction of the fit—-
ness of things—a rational mode by which that faith
was to be propagated; and the first thing he did was
to rent a room in the busiest street in Calcutta, he
founded a new era in modern missions by making the
school the sphere of effort. He began with five pupils
secured to him by the influence of that Hindoo Deist
Rammohun Roy, and Duff obeyed the commission,
“ Go teach all nations.”

His plans and methods were regarded by his minis.
terial brethren as the precursors of signal failure. The
evangelistic men taunted Duff with the words, “ The
young madman will make infidels of the lads,” but by
that training institution he destroyed the stage of Tom
Paine darkness and profanity, and its atheistic leaders
were brought to own the truth and professed faith in
Christ.

Thus arose the famous missionary institution for
educating labourers for that land.

There is not a church, or missionary society in the
world who would for one year think of doing their
-work without special attention to not merely training
her converts, but training for specific work, official and
unofficial.

Are we as wise at home in reference to our large
‘body of Sabbath school labourers ?

Duff is reported to have said in his last days, “From
all eternity Christ intended the heathen to be taught,
and are not their teachers to be included in this pur-
pose.”

Fifty years work in India, with redoubled argument
in every school set up, seems to cry to Christendom,
Awake, equip, train your workmen “ that need not be
ashamed.” The guerilla soldier often does a dashing
and daring thing, and may temporarily harass the foe,
but the main strength in warfare, offensive or defen-
sive, is the trained, disciplined army.

JoHN MCEWEN.

LUNATIC asylums are likely to receive an accession
to the number of their inmates from the victims of
the walking mania. ’
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Baths and Bathing.
New Yotk 1t 1, Appleten & Co,

This book belongs to the excellent series of “‘Health
Primers ” now being issued by the Messrs. Appleton,
in square 16mo volumes. It is not very bulky, but it
contains much; all the light furnished by modern
sclence and medical experience being brought to bear
on the subject.

Canada School Jonrnal,
Toronto; Adam Milles & Co.

The April number of the * Schoo! Journal” contains
editorials on “‘The New School Act;” *School
Legistation;” * Professional course in  Normal
Schools ;¥  besides a large number of valuable con-
tributions, and the usual departments, well filled with
matter of direct and practical importance to educa.
tionists.

The North American Review.
New York: 1), Appleton & Co,

The number of the * North American” for May
contains: “OQur Election Laws,” by Secretary G
W. Carey ; “Campaign Notes in Turkey,” by Lieut.
F. V. Greene ;' German Socialisin in Minerica ;" “Ab-
sent Friends,” by Rev. 0. B, Frothingham; “ A Plea
for Sport,” by Lloyd S. Bryce ; “Notes on Recent Pro.
gress in Applied Science,” by {“«esident Mourton;
“Law and Design in Nature,” by Prof. Newcomb,
President Porter, Rev. Joseph Cook, Rev. Dr. Clarke
and President McCosh,

The Fortmightly Reviciw.
Toronto: Belfords, Clarke & Co.

The following are the titles of the articles in the
current number of the * Fortnightly *—Canadian re-
print for March : “ The Plain Story of the Zulu War,”
by the Editor; * First impressions of the New Re-
public,” by Frederick Harrison ; * Chapters on Social-
fsm,” by John Stuart Mill; “ An American View of
American Competition,” by E. Atkinson; Thomas
Paine,” by M. D. Conway; *“ A Fair Day's Wages for,
a Fair Day’s *Vork,” by L. H. Courtney, M. I.; *“ The
Liberal Party and the Farmers,” by W. E. Bear;
“ Black and White in the Southern States,” by Sir G.
Campbell, M. P.; *“ The urgency of Bankruptcy Legis-
lation ;” Home and Foreign Affairs.

Natural Resources of the United States,
By J. Hanis Patton. New Yoik: D. Appleton & Co.
This book is intended chiefly for use in schools. It
belongs to a series of primers which the Messrs. Ap-
pleton are publishing in a very convenient form. The
account which it gives of the natural resources of the
United States is concise, and at the same time well
nigh exhaustive, Coal and metal, a fertile soil, a copi-
ous rainfall, enough heat to produce crops, navigable
rivers, an extensive coast-line, and fine harbours—that
is the whole list. [Itis short but it is comprehensive.
The country that has these resources certainly ought
to call attention to them, in order to secure their
proper development by the inhabitants, as well as to
attract foreigners. We recommend this book to gen.
eral readers ; but regarded as a class-book, it only
serves to bring vividly before us the necessity of hav-
ing a similar book prepared for use in our schools giv-
ing an equally concise and comprehensive account of
the natural resources of Canada.

Canadian Mcthodist Magazine.
Toronto: Samue! Rose.

The April number of the “ Methodist Magazine”
contains several articles which are readable, interest-
ing, and of coasiderable literary mesit. The open-
ing paper, on “ The Thousand Islands,” has reference
principally to piscatory amusements ; and is profusely
and aptly illustrated. It will awaken in the breasts
of its readers, bright anticipations of the enjoymeats
of the coming summer. Happy are those who can
indulge in such anticipations without subsequent dis-
appointment. The article entitled “ Peeps at the Old
Dominion” is also copiously illustrated. It is well
written and furnishes some choice bits of information
connected with the early history of the British Colony
of New England. The hymn “ Ecce Homo ” by Mrs.
Macgillis is good. The writer of it is a Calvinist,
whether she is aware of it or not ; but this is the case
with many of our Methodist friends when they write
poetry and when they pray—it is only in their preach.
ing that their Arminian notions coms to the front. We
have not found tinw to examine the other articles in

—

the presest number ; but they are many and various,

and their titles are promising.

Physiological Therapentics: A New Theory.
By Thomas W. Poole, M. I, Lindsay, Ont,

In the introduction to the work before us the author
enunciates six ‘ gencral principles” in which he ad-.
vances a new theoty in reference to vaso.-motor nerve
action, and in the succeeding chapters endeavours to
make good these “principles” from the writings of
authorities on physiology, deducing his own conclu-
sions from the facts quoted. He cejects the generally
accepted theory that there are two sets of nerves, the
one for the production of dilatation, the other for the
production of contraction ; asserting, instead, that the
nerves distributed to the caats of the vessels are the
agents which produce dilatation, and that contraction
is produced by an inherent power inthe middle coat,
independent of any nerve influence. The author
then interprets the physio! ~ical and therapeutical ac-
tion of the most important meai ines in accordance
with his theory, The author (from the host of au-
thorities referred to) has spared no pains to make him-
self thoroughly acquainted with the subject or which
he writes, and while there will be many lo dissent
from his conclusions, all who read his book must give
the writer credit for candour in statement and earnest-
ness of purpose. The book is wrilten in an easy,
readable style, and will well repay the,careful reading
of the medical profession,

The Crowning Trivmph,
Philadelphia: ¥, A, North & Co.

This a collection of sacred songs and gospel hymns,
with music, intended for use in worship either in the
congregation or in the Sabbath school. It is much
more suitable for the latter than for the former. The
selection 1s however, on the whole, pretty good. But
there is one fault that seems to be getting very com-
mon in our modern collections of hymns, and the
compilation which we are now noticing is not altogeth-
et free from it-~that is the altering of old hymns, so
as to make it appear as if improvements had been
made in them, 1vhen really it is quite the other way.
For example, in the well-known* hymn * One is kind
above all others,” it is very far from being an improve-
ment, instead of the originalline, “Earthly friends may
pain and grieve thee; one day kind, the next day
leave thee,” to substitut